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INTRODUCTION

	The remote northeast corner of Oregon was first seriously explored by professional ornithologists as early as the 1930s, when Ira Gabrielson and Stanley Jewett made a number of expeditions to this unique avifaunal area.  Although many of their discoveries were published in their work Birds of Oregon (1940), it was not until many decades later that Union and Wallowa Counties were given the attention they deserved by other ornithologists, both professional and amateur.  
	Even today professional ornithologists and birdwatchers alike are being amazed by new discoveries from this relatively unknown area.  Who would have suspected the discovery of Boreal Owls in the Blue Mountains during the 1980s?  And what birder has not been excited by the possibility of finding such previously unexpected species as White-winged Crossbill or Northern Hawk Owl here in Oregon?  Such shocking discoveries have been par for the course during recent years in Northeast Oregon; judging by current trends, many more discoveries are expected.
	The purpose of this checklist is two-fold:  first, to serve as a general guide to the birds that occur in Union and Wallowa Counties;  and second, to provide knowledge of the occurrence and distribution of birds in Northeast Oregon, an area which has essentially been neglected.
	This checklist includes 46 families of birds represented by 288 species that have been reported from Union and/or Wallowa Counties since about 1970.  Of these, about 220 are considered regular breeders or visitors to one or both counties.
	This booklet would not exist without the help of many individuals and organizations;  it is truly a cooperative publication.  First and foremost among the contributors are the Grande Ronde Bird Club and the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (the Northeast Oregon Office in La Grande).  Both of these organizations kindly made available records from their files and publications, as well as having key personnel review the manuscripts.  Individuals who have contributed much (either directly or indirectly) include Frank Conley, James Ward, Stuart Croghan, Paul T. Sullivan, Mark Henjum (ODFW), Georgia and Reed Sanderson, Craig Corder, and the late Ron Rohweder (ODFW).  


THE AREA

	Union and Wallowa Counties occupy the northeastern corner of Oregon and are dominated by contrasting rugged mountains and vast open grassland areas.  Elevations range from 865 feet above sea level  along the Snake River in northern Wallowa County, to 9,839 feet on Sacajawea Peak in the Wallowa Mountains.
	For a good sampling of Northeast Oregon's birdlife, a visitor should make two trips, one during the summer and one during the winter.  Although July and August temperatures may reach the nineties and low hundreds, the summers are dry and pleasant.  Campgrounds are numerous and generally uncrowded.  The Eagle Cap Wilderness Area is especially attractive to backpackers.  The summer mountain birds include Northern Goshawk, Prairie Falcon, Spruce and Blue Grouse, Flammulated and Saw-whet Owls, and various woodpeckers, warblers, and finches.  
	January temperatures, however, may drop to well below freezing.  Snow is encountered during this time of year, but the main highways are usually kept open.  During the winter such northern species as Bohemian Waxwing and American Tree Sparrow are common fare, and many of these birds are rarely seen elsewhere in Oregon.
	Habitats vary from alpine areas in the high Wallowa Mountains, through mixed conifer forests (interspersed with grasslands), to open grasslands and sagebrush flats.  The Grande Ronde Valley, which was once a vast marshy basin, and the Wallowa Valley are intensively farmed.  Ladd Marsh Wildlife Management Area, south of La Grande, is the only large remnant of marsh habitat left in the Grande Ronde Valley.  Scattered cottonwoods and willows occur along the valley waterways, as well as some dense patches of riparian growth.  
	There are a few open bodies of  water.  Migrant waterfowl congregate on Wallowa Lake, the Wallowa Fish Hatchery Ponds, and the Joseph Sewage Ponds in Wallowa County;  and at the confluence of Ladd and Catherine Creeks, on the La Grande Sewage Ponds, and on Morgan and Conley Lakes in Union County (Conley Lake is actually a flooded depression in farmland and has recently been kept dry for irrigation purposes).  During wet springs and falls, waterfowl and migrant shorebirds are also seen in many flooded farm fields.


BIRDING ETIQUETTE.

•	We urge you to be cautious so that others may enjoy the same sights and sounds you are experiencing.

•	Remember that you are a visitor in these natural areas, and if you pass over some invisible threshold, you become an intruder.

•	Some birds require specific areas for courtship, such as the Sage Grouse lek.  Unnecessary or continued disturbances may reduce their productivity because their courtship behavior has been interrupted once too often.

•	Nest sites should not be disturbed, even for a brief look at eggs or young.  In some cases human activities may cause the parent birds to abandon the nest, and more often we can leave just the evidence a predator needs to find its next meal.  Certain sensitive species including small owls, American Redstarts, and others should not be disturbed by using recordings of the species' calls during breeding season.

•	And one final note.  Unlike many of the settled areas of Western Oregon, residents of rural regions greatly value their privacy and their property.  Do not trespass on private property, even those areas which are not posted.


 KEY TO THE CHECKLIST

	Nomenclature and arrangement of families and orders follow the Sixth Edition of the American Ornithologists Union’s (A.O.U.) Checklist of North American Birds (1983) and its most recent supplements as they appear in The Auk.  All species are native unless otherwise indicated.  Status and abundance of birds are based on published records in American Birds (National Audubon Society), Oregon Birds (Oregon Field Ornithologists), The Rav-on (Grande Ronde Bird Club), as well as information from the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife and personal communications with local observers and biologists.

The following symbols and terms are used in the checklist:
   Abundant -- can be found in good numbers (more than 20) on almost all trips.
   Common -- a few (less than 20) found on almost all trips.
   Uncommon -- a few (less than 20) found on only a few trips.
   Occasional -- very small numbers (less than 10) found on a few trips almost every year.
   Rare -- very small numbers (less than 10) found on very few trips and seldom every year.
   Accidental -- out of normal range and fewer than five records for the two-county area.  Those species which are unsubstantiated in the counties are listed in brackets [].  To be substantiated, a sighting must be supported by a specimen, an identifiable photograph or audio or visual recording, or at least two observers.  

The above status terms are applicable only in proper habitat and during appropriate seasons.

* -- breeds regularly in one or both counties.
U -- recorded in Union County only.
W -- recorded in Wallowa County only.

Seasons:
   Spring -- March 1 to May 31.
   Summer -- June 1 to July 31.
   Fall -- August 1 to October 31.
   Winter -- November 1 to February 28 (29)

Elevation:
   Low -- 850-3500 feet.
   Moderate -- 3500-6000 feet.
   High -- 6000 and up.

Abbreviations:
   ODFW -- Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
   WMA -- Wildlife Management Area
   EOSC -- Eastern Oregon State College
   OFO -- Oregon Field Ornithologists
   SP -- State Park
   Co. -- County
   Lk. -- Lake
   Res. -- Reservoir
   R. -- River



SPECIES ACCOUNTS


ORDER:  GAVIIFORMES

Family:  Gaviidae (Loons)

Pacific Loon   (Gavia pacifica)               W
   Accidental, three records:  one in winter plumage observed on Wallowa Lk. on 14 October 1981 (one observer);  single birds were found on Pete’s Pond in Enterprise from 18 October to mid-November 1989 (five observers) and on 4 November 1991 (two observers).

Common Loon   (Gavia immer)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional winter visitor.  Restricted to lakes and other large bodies of water at low to moderate elevations; most common on Wallowa Lk. and Thief Valley Res.


ORDER:  PODICIPEDIFORMES

Family:  Podicipedidae (Grebes)

Pied-billed Grebe*   (Podilymbus podiceps)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Breeds on marshes, ponds, small lakes; migrates and winters on large bodies of water.  Prefers lower elevations.

Horned Grebe   (Podiceps auritus)
   Occasional to uncommon spring and fall migrant, rare summer and winter resident; has nested at Downy Lk. and elsewhere in northern Wallowa County.  Usually found at lower elevations on open bodies of water during migration, in marshy growth for nesting.  Locally common on Wallowa Lake during fall and early winter.

Red-necked Grebe   (Podiceps grisegena)
   Very rare spring and fall migrant on large open bodies of water at low elevations; nearly all records are from Wallowa Lk. 






















Eared Grebe*   (Podiceps nigricollis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional summer resident (breeds very locally), extremely rare winter resident.  Habitat preference similar to that of Horned Grebe.

Western Grebe    (Aechmophorus occidentalis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer visitor; not known to nest in either county.  Prefers large open bodies of water at lower elevations.

Clark’s Grebe   (Aechmophorus clarkii)               U
   Only recently split from Western Grebe as a full species; status is currently unknown.  There are apparently a few spring records of this species on larger bodies of water in Union Co. only.  To be looked for in flocks of Western Grebes.


ORDER:  PELECANIFORMES

Family:  Pelecanidae (Pelicans)

American White Pelican   (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos)
   Rare spring and fall migrant on large bodies of water in the Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys and Hells Canyon at low elevations.


Family:  Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants)

Double-crested Cormorant   (Phalacrocorax auritus)
   Occasional spring and fall migrant near water in Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations.


ORDER:  CICONIIFORMES

Family:  Ardeidae (Herons, Bitterns, Egrets)

American Bittern*   (Botaurus lentiginosus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident; no winter records.  Found in dense cattail and tule marshes of Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys and other marshlands; much less common in Wallowa Co.

Great Blue Heron*   (Ardea herodias)
   Common resident in wetland areas at low to moderate elevations; some withdrawal from Northeast Oregon during winter.  Major rookeries are in Grande Ronde River drainage.

Great Egret   (Casmerodias albus)
   Rare late spring and summer visitor mainly in low elevation wetlands of Grande Ronde Valley; only one record for Wallowa Co.  Most records are during May and June.

Snowy Egret   (Egretta thula)
   Accidental, four records:  one bird observed at the Wallowa Fish Hatchery in Enterprise on 4 June 1980 (one observer);  singles observed at the Joseph Sewage Ponds on 23 April 1982 (two observers) and 28 April 1989 (three observers);  and one bird was seen on Vogel Pond near Union on 3 June 1991 (one observer).

Green-backed Heron   (Butorides striatus)               U
   Accidental, two records:  one bird observed along Peach Lane near the La Grande Airport on 26 May 1979 (three observers);  one bird observed at mouth of Cusick Creek on Thief Valley Res. on 16 June 1984 (many observers, OFO field trip).

Black-crowned Night-Heron*   (Nycticorax nycticorax)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident; no winter records.  Currently known  to nest only in Union Co.  Prefers marsh and swamp land at low elevations.


Family:  Threskiornithidae (Ibises)

White-faced Ibis   (Plegadis chihi)
   Very rare spring migrant (four records for Wallowa Co., three for Union Co.); most occurrences are during late April and May.  Found in flooded fields, ponds, lake margins, etc. in Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys.

ORDER:  ANSERIFORMES

Family:  Anatidae (Swans, Geese, Ducks)

Tundra Swan   (Cygnus columbianus)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant, uncommon winter visitor.  Found on large bodies of water in Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low to moderate elevations.  Conley Lk. near Cove has been a major spring stop-over site (when it holds water).

Trumpeter Swan   (Cygnus buccinator)
   Rare spring and fall migrant, very rare winter visitor.  Most often found on large bodies of water and in wet fields in Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations.























Greater White-fronted Goose   (Anser albifrons)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant in wetlands and crop fields of Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations; only regular site that migrants visit in Northeast Oregon is Conley Lk. (spring only).

Ross' Goose   (Chen rossii)
   Very rare spring and fall migrant on larger bodies of water and in wet fields of Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations; at least three immature birds dropped in at Pete's Pond in Enterprise and were present for many years.

Snow Goose   (Chen caerulescens)
   Locally uncommon to common spring and fall migrant on larger bodies of water and in wet fields of Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations.  Regularly stops only at Conley Lk.

Canada Goose*   (Branta canadensis)
   Common to abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer resident, uncommon during winter.  Found in wetlands and crop fields of most valleys at low to moderate elevations.

Wood Duck*   (Aix sponsa)
    Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Prefers wooded marshes, small ponds, and lakes at low elevations.  Has wintered irregularly only at Pete's Pond in Enterprise.  Providing artificial nest boxes has greatly increased the population of this species.

Green-winged Teal*   (Anas crecca)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional summer and winter resident.  Found on lakes, marshes, flooded fields, etc. at low elevations.  A male of the Eurasian race (A. c. crecca) appeared in the Grande Ronde Valley in February l981 (two observers).

Mallard*   (Anas platyrhynchos)
   Common to abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer and winter resident.  Found in marshes, ponds, lakes, sloughs, almost any body of water at low to moderate elevations.

Northern Pintail*   (Anas acuta)
   Abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Nests very locally only at Ladd Marsh WMA near La Grande.  Found on ponds, lakes, marshes, usually at low elevations.

Blue-winged Teal*   (Anas discors)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon summer resident; only one winter record (Union Co. Christmas Bird Count).  Habitat preference similar to that of Green-winged Teal.

Cinnamon Teal*   (Anas cyanoptera)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer resident; no winter records.  Habitat preference similar to that of Green-winged Teal.

Northern Shoveler*   (Anas clypeata)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon summer resident, extremely rare winter resident.  Found on lakes, ponds, sloughs, etc. at low elevations.

Gadwall*   (Anas strepera)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Nests very locally only at Ladd Marsh WMA near La Grande.  Usually found on lakes, ponds, flooded fields, etc. at low elevations.

Eurasian Wigeon   (Anas penelope)
   Accidental, two well-substanctiated records:  five birds observed in Grande Ronde Valley near Ladd Marsh WMA on 26 March 1977 (four observers);  one bird observed at Pete's Pond in Enterprise during December 1988 and January 1989 (three observers).

American Wigeon*   (Anas americana)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Nests very locally only at Ladd Marsh WMA.  Usually found on lakes, ponds, flooded fields, etc. at low elevations.

Canvasback*   (Aythya valisineria)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional summer and winter resident.  Nests very locally only at Ladd Marsh WMA.  Found on larger bodies of water, large ponds at low elevations.

Redhead*   (Aythya americana)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Found on lakes, larger ponds, sloughs, etc. at low elevations.

Ring-necked Duck*   (Aythya collaris)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Habitat preference similar to that of Redhead, but nests on wooded lakes and ponds.

Greater Scaup   (Aythya marila)
   Very rare spring and late fall migrant, one summer record (Union Co.).  Most often found on large ponds, lakes, etc. at low elevations in company of Lesser Scaup.

Lesser Scaup*   (Aythya affinis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional summer resident, rare winter resident; very local as a nesting species in both counties.  Habitat preference similar to that of Redhead.

Harlequin Duck   (Histrionicus histrionicus)
   Very rare late spring migrant and summer resident on swift streams and rivers at moderate to high elevations in Wallowa and Blue Mountains.  May nest very locally; last confirmed breeding record was in 1935.

Oldsquaw   (Clangula hyemalis)
   Accidental, two records:  two winter-plumaged birds (male and female) observed on the La Grande Sewage Ponds from 10-13 December 1983 (five observers);  one bird found on Wallowa Lk. on 21 October 1985 (one observer).

Surf Scoter   (Melanitta persipcillata)
   Accidental, three records:  two immature birds observed on the Cove Sewage Ponds, Union Co. on 19 October 1987 (two observers);  two males found on the Grande Ronde R. below Troy, Wallowa Co. on 19 September 1991 (one observer); a female observed on Morgan Lk., Union Co. on 11 November 1990 (one observer).

White-winged Scoter   (Melanitta fusca)               W
   Accidental, two records:  one bird observed on Wallowa Lk. on 21 October 1990 (two observers);  one immature bird found at same site on 13 October 1991 (one observer).

Common Goldeneye   (Bucephala clangula)
   Common spring and fall migrant and winter visitor, extremely rare summer visitor.  No nesting records for either co.  Prefers larger deeper ponds and lakes at low to moderate elevations.

Barrow’s Goldeneye   (Bucephala islandica)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and winter resident; currently no nesting or summer records for Northeast Oregon.  Habitat preference similar to that of Common Goldeneye.

Bufflehead   (Bucephala albeola)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon winter visitor; no summer records.  Habitat preference similar to that of Common Goldeneye.



















Hooded Merganser*   (Lophodytes cucullatus)
       Occasional to uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional summer resident, rare winter resident.  Very rare and local as a nesting species.  Prefers marshes or wooded bodies of water at low elevations; winters regularly only at Pete's Pond in Enterprise, on Wallowa Lk., or at the Joseph Sewage Ponds.

Common Merganser*   (Mergus merganser)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon summer resident, locally uncommon during winter.  Very local as a nesting species.  Prefers lakes, large ponds, large rivers, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Ruddy Duck   (Oxyura jamaicensis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Nests very locally on Downy Lk. and possibly elsewhere in Northeast Oregon, but not every year.  Found on larger bodies of water during migration and marshy ponds and lakes at low elevations.

ORDER:  FALCONIFORMES

Family:  Cathartidae (New World Vultures)

Turkey Vulture*   (Cathartes aura)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, locally common summer resident.  Nests very locally.  Usually seen over open country at low to high elevations.  Nests in rocky open cliff areas, mainly in southern Union Co. and in Hells Canyon.


Family:  Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, etc.)

Osprey*   (Pandion haliaetus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, occasional summer resident;  no winter records.  Nests very locally at traditional nesting sites near water.  Prefers forested or semi-open country always near water at low to moderate elevations.

Bald Eagle   (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
   Occasional to uncommon winter visitor, rare summer resident;  may nest very locally.  Locally common at Wallowa Lk. during winter.  Prefers open country or semi-open woodland at low to moderate elevations;  usually near water.

Northern Harrier*   (Circus cyaneus)
   Common resident of marsh and grassland areas at low to moderate elevations;   less numerous but more conspicuous during winter.

Sharp-shinned Hawk*   (Accipiter striatus)
   Uncommon resident, found in coniferous forest at moderate to high elevations during summer;  many move to lower elevations during winter in open or deciduous country and residential areas.


Cooper’s Hawk*   (Accipiter cooperii)
   Uncommon resident;  very local as a nesting species.  Habitat preference similar to that of Sharp-shinned Hawk, but generally less common near residential areas.

Northern Goshawk*   (Accipiter gentilis)
   Uncommon resident, nesting in heavily forested areas of moderate to high elevations.  Many move to open country at lower elevations during winter.  Probably a declining species in Northeast Oregon.

Red-tailed Hawk*   (Buteo jamaicensis)
   Common resident in open land and open forest, mostly at low to moderate elevations;  numbers may increase somewhat during migration.  The "Harlan's Hawk"  (B. j. harlani), a race found on the Great Plains, is an occasional winter visitor, mainly in the Grande Ronde Valley. 

Swainson’s Hawk*   (Buteo swainsoni)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no legitimate winter records.  Found in valleys and open grassland and farmland at low elevations;  more numerous during migration.  A seriously declining species in Northeast Oregon.

Ferruginous Hawk*   (Buteo regalis)
   Occasional to locally common summer resident, very rare winter resident.  Found in open grassland and sagebrush flats at low to moderate elevations;  generally more common in Wallowa Co., especially in the Zumwalt area.

Rough-legged Hawk   (Buteo lagopus)
   Common late fall migrant and winter visitor;  no legitimate summer records.  Found in grasslands, farmland, open woodland, and sagebrush flats at low to moderate elevations.



Golden Eagle*   (Aquila chrysaetos)
   Uncommon resident in more remote grasslands, sagebrush flats, and open woodland at low to high elevations;  less common in forested regions.  Usually found near rimrock and cliff areas for nesting.


Family:  Falconidae (Falcons)

American Kestrel*   (Falco sparverius)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Prefers open grassland, sagebrush flats, farmland, and open forest at low to moderate elevations.

Merlin   (Falco columbarius)
   Occasional spring and fall migrant and winter visitor, extremely rare summer resident.  May nest very locally.  Found in open or semi-open country, often in residential areas, at low to moderate elevations.


















Peregrine Falcon   (Falco peregrinus)
   Rare to occasional winter visitor and spring and fall migrant, very rare summer resident.  May nest very locally in the Wallowa Mountains.  Found in grasslands, sagebrush flats, open woodland, farmland, etc. during winter and migration at low to moderate elevations;  summer records are from rugged forested areas at high elevations.  Currently an endangered species in U.S.

Gyrfalcon   (Falco rusticolus)
   Accidental, two well-substantiated records:  a gray-phased adult bird observed in farmland east of Enterprise from 7-21 February 1981 (eight observers, photographs);  a gray-phased immature found at the Cove Sewage Ponds in Union Co. on 18 October 1987 (two observers).

Prairie Falcon*   (Falco mexicanus)
   Uncommon resident in grassland and open woodland, especially about rimrock areas, at low to moderate elevations.  Many move into valleys during winter.


ORDER:  GALLIFORMES

Family:  Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, Quail)

Ring-necked Pheasant*   (Phasianus colchicus)
   Common introduced resident at low to moderate elevations;  new stock is frequently added to existing populations in many areas.  Found in farmland and brushy areas.  First introduced to Northeast Oregon during in 1920's and 30's.

Gray Partridge*   (Perdix perdix)
   Locally common introduced resident in grassy areas and farmland at low elevations.  Elusive and seldom seen during summer months.  First introduced to Northeast Oregon in the 1930's.

Chukar*   (Alectoris chukar)
   Common to locally abundant introduced resident of rocky dry country, especially on open hillsides and canyons at low to moderate elevations.  Most common in Hells Canyon area.  First introduced to Northeast Oregon in the 1940's.

Red-legged Partridge   (Alectoris rufa)               U
   A recently introduced (fall and winter of 1991) species in farmland and grassland of Grande Ronde Valley.  May nest, but currently not an established species.

Spruce Grouse*   (Dendragapus canadensis)
   Uncommon and elusive resident of Wallowa Mountains only.  Found exclusively in coniferous forest (especially lodgepole pine, spruce, hemlock) at moderate to high elevations.

Blue Grouse*   (Dendragapus obscurus)
   Common but elusive resident of Blue and Wallowa Mountains and their higher foothills.  Found in coniferous forest at moderate to high elevations;  some move to lower elevations during winter but remain arboreal.

White-tailed Ptarmigan*   (Lagopus leucurus)
   Very rare resident of northcentral Wallowa Mountains of Wallowa Co. and extreme southeast Union Co.  Last observed in 1983 near Bonny Lks. area of Wallowa Co.  Strictly an alpine species.  First introduced in 1967;  this, the only Oregon population, is probably dying out.

Ruffed Grouse*   (Bonasa umbellus)
   Uncommon to common resident of coniferous forest and mixed woodland at low to moderate elevations.  Some move to lower elevations during winter months.

Sharp-tailed Grouse   (Tympanuchus phasianellus)
   Native populations in Oregon were all extirpated by the 1950's.  Formerly a common resident species in Northeast Oregon.  Recently reintroduced (spring of 1991) in Clear Lk. area of Wallowa Co.;  may nest, but currently not an established species.  Prefers open and brushy native grassland, often with rimrock and bordering farmland.

Sage Grouse*   (Centrocercus urophasianus)               U
   Locally uncommon and elusive resident in sagebrush areas of southern Union Co. near Medical Springs and North Powder.

Wild Turkey*   (Meleagris gallopavo)
   Rare introduced resident of Blue Mountains in the northern half of the two counties.  Found in open coniferous or mixed woodland at low to moderate elevations.  First introduced to Northeast Oregon in the 1960's.

California Quail*   (Lophortyx californicus)
   Common introduced resident at low to moderate elevations in brushy open country.  Some movement to lower elevations during winter months.  First introduced to Northeast Oregon from 1935-40.

















Mountain Quail*   (Oreortyx pictus)
   Rare and very local resident at moderate elevations in semi-open and brushy country;  elusive and very rarely reported (most often found by hunters).  Some movement to lower elevations during winter months.


ORDER:  GRUIFORMES

Family:  Rallidae (Rails & Coots)

Virginia Rail*   (Rallus limicola)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, very local and rare during winter.  Found mostly in cattail and tule marshes at low elevations.  Regularly winters only in unfrozen wetlands in the vicinity of Hot Lk. (Union Co.) and near the Wallowa Fish Hatchery in Enterprise.

Sora*   (Porzana carolina)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no winter records.  Habitat preference similar to that of Virginia Rail, but not as limited to marshy areas.

American Coot*   (Fulica americana)
   Common to abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Habitat includes almost any body of water at low to moderate elevations.


Family:  Gruidae (Cranes)

Sandhill Crane*   (Grus canadensis)
   Occasional to uncommon spring and fall migrant, locally uncommon summer resident.  Nests regularly only at Ladd Marsh WMA near La Grande.  Found in marshy or wet fields, grain fields, and lake shores at low elevations.


ORDER:  CHARADRIIFORMES

Family:  Charadriidae (Plovers)

Black-bellied Plover   (Pluvialis squatarola)
   Extremely rare spring and rare fall migrant to wet fields and mudflats of Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations.

Snowy Plover   (Charadrius alexandrinus)                W
   Accidental, one record:  a single bird observed at the Joseph Sewage Ponds from 22-24 April 1989 following a severe spring storm (two observers).

Semipalmated Plover   (Charadrius semipalmatus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant to similar habitats as the Black-bellied Plover.  More numerous during fall migration.

Killdeer*   (Charadrius vociferous)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer resident, locally uncommon winter resident.  Found in open fields and pastures, often far from water, at low to moderate elevations.


Family:  Recurvirostridae (Avocets & Stilts)

Black-necked Stilt   (Himantopus mexicanus)
   Rare spring and early fall migrant and summer resident in wet fields, ponds, and mudflats at low elevations.  Has nested at the La Grande Sewage Ponds at least twice.  May be increasing in Northeast Oregon.

American Avocet*   (Recurvirostra americana)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  nests very locally in Grande Ronde Valley, at the La Grande Sewage Ponds, and at Ladd Marsh WMA.  Prefers ponds, wet fields, and alkali waters at low elevations.  Probably a declining species in Northeast Oregon.


Family:  Scolopacidae  (Sandpipers, etc.)

Greater Yellowlegs   (Tringa melanoleuca)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, rare summer resident;  no winter records.  Found in wet fields, ponds, mudflats, lake shores, etc. at low to moderate elevations.  Has nested at Downy Lk. in Wallowa Co. (four times) for the only known nesting records south of Canada.

Lesser Yellowlegs   (Tringa flavipes)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant in similar habitat as the Greater Yellowlegs.






















Solitary Sandpiper   (Tringa solitaria)
   Occasional to uncommon spring and late summer and fall migrant in wet fields, ponds, mudflats, and shallow lake edges at low to high elevations.

Willet   (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus)
   Extremely rare spring and early fall migrant in grassy fields, ponds, lake margins, etc. of Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations.

Spotted Sandpiper*   (Actitis macularia)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no winter records.  Found on gravelly or grassy margins of lakes, rivers, ponds, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Upland Sandpiper*   (Bartramia longicauda)
   Very rare and local summer resident;  currently known only from vicinity of Starkey Experimental Forest in Union Co. (only 4-5 pairs present), where they utilize wet grassy meadows in forest openings for nesting.  May occur elsewhere in Northeast Oregon, but probably extirpated in Wallowa Co.   A seriously endangered species in Northeast Oregon.

Whimbrel   (Numenius phaeopus)               U
   Accidental, one record:  one bird found along Peach Lane near the La Grande Airport on 26 May 1979 (three observers).

Long-billed Curlew*   (Numenius americanus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant, locally uncommon summer resident.  Much more common in Union Co.;  not known to nest in Wallowa Co. in recent years.  Found in grassy upland areas, drier farmland, often far from water at low to moderate elevations.  A seriously declining species in Northeast Oregon.

Marbled Godwit   (Limosa fedoa)
   Very rare spring and fall migrant in wet fields, mudflats, etc. of Grande Ronds and Wallowa Valleys at low elevations.

Ruddy Turnstone   (Arenaria interpres)               U
   Accidental, one record:  a single bird observed at the La Grande Sewage Ponds during "summer 1987" (exact date unrecorded;  one observer, photographs).

Sanderling   (Calidris alba)
  Rare spring and fall migrant in wet fields, ponds, mudflats, lake shores, etc. at low elevations.

Semipalmated Sandpiper   (Calidris pusilla)
   Extremely rare late summer and early fall migrant in similar habitat as the Sanderling.  Most often found in concentrations of Western Sandpipers, from which it is extremely difficult to differentiate. 

Western Sandpiper   (Calidris mauri)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon transient during summer.  Found in similar habitat as the Sanderling.

Least Sandpiper   (Calidris minutilla)
   Common spring and fall migrant, uncommon transient during summer.  Found in similar habitat as the Sanderling.

Baird's Sandpiper   (Calidris bairdii)
   Very rare spring and locally uncommon late summer and fall migrant.  Habitat preference similar to that of Sanderling, but also frequents high-elevation lakes and ponds during late summer and fall.

Pectoral Sandpiper   (Calidris melanotos)
   Occasional spring and uncommon fall migrant in similar habitat as the Sanderling.

Dunlin   (Calidris alpina)
   Rare spring and fall migrant in similar habitat as the Sanderling;  fall migrants are often later than most other shorebirds.

Stilt Sandpiper   (Calidris himantopus)
   Accidental, two records:  one bird observed at the Joseph Sewage Ponds on 21 August 1985 (two observers);  another bird (juvenile) was found along Peach Lane near the La Grande Airport on 16 August 1991 (one observer).

Short-billed Dowitcher   (Limnodromus griseus)
    Rare spring and fall migrant in similar habitat as the Sanderling.  Probably more common than the limited number of records would indicate, but extremely difficult to distinguish from the much more common Long-billed Dowitcher.

Long-billed Dowitcher   (Limnodromus scolopaceus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant in similar habitat as Sanderling.

Common Snipe*   (Gallinago gallinago)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Found in wet fields, boggy areas, grassy lake margins, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Wilson's Phalarope*   (Phalaropus tricolor)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Very local as a nesting species and probably declining as such in Northeast Oregon.  Found in similar habitat as the American Avocet.

Red-necked Phalarope   (Phalaropus lobatus)
   Occasional to locally uncommon spring and fall migrant in flooded fields, ponds, shallow waters, etc. at low elevations.

Red Phalarope   (Phalaropus fulicaria)               W
   Accidental, one record:  one bird observed at the Joseph Sewage Ponds from 25-29 July 1986 (many observers).


Family:  Laridae (Jaegers, Gulls, Terns)

Parasitic Jaeger   (Stercorarius parasiticus)               W
   Accidental, two records:  single birds were observed at the Wallowa R. mouth on Wallowa Lk. on 9 September 1980 (one observer), and again from 14-18 September 1986 (many observers).

Franklin’s Gull   (Larus pipixican)
   Very rare spring and late summer and fall migrant;  most records are from Thief Valley Res. and the Hells Canyon area.  Usually found on larger bodies of water at low elevations, often with other gull species.

Bonaparte’s Gull   (Larus philadelphia)
   Occasional to uncommon spring and fall migrant;  one winter record for Union Co.  Found in similar habitat as the Franklin's Gull.

Mew Gull   (Larus canus)               U
   Accidental, two records:  one bird found dead at Alicel in the Grande Ronde Valley on 18 February 1976 (specimen whereabouts unknown);  a second adult bird was found injured at Anthony Lks. Ski Area on the Union-Baker Co. line on 20 February 1976 (released near La Grande after rehabilitation).

Ring-billed Gull   (Larus delawarensis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer visitor, occasional winter visitor;  not known to nest in either county.  Prefers wet fields, lakes, ponds, etc. at low elevations.

California Gull   (Larus californicus)
   Occasional to uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer visitor, rare winter visitor;  has nested at the La Grande Sewage Ponds.  Found in similar habitat as the Ring-billed Gull.

Herring Gull   (Larus argentatus)
   Very rare spring and fall migrant and winter visitor to both counties.  Found in similar habitat as the Ring-billed Gull.

Sabine’s Gull   (Xema sabini)
   Accidental, two records:  an immature bird observed at Wallowa R. mouth on Wallowa Lk. during September 1981 (two observers);  another immature found on the La Grande Sewage Ponds on 9 October 1981 (two observers, photographs).

Caspian Tern   (Sterna caspia)
   Occasional to uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer visitor;  not known to nest in either county.  Most common along Snake R. and on Thief Valley Res. during migration.  Found on lakes, large ponds, and over wet fields at low elevations.





















Common Tern   (Sterna hirundo)
   Accidental, three records:  an adult observed at Thief Valley Res. on 13 May 1982 (two observers);  a flock of nine adults and immatures appeared on the La Grande Sewage Ponds on 10 September 1982 (four observers);  one bird was found at the Joseph Sewage Ponds on 20 September 1984 (one observer).

Forster's Tern   (Sterna forsteri)
   Rare spring and fall migrant on lakes, large ponds, wet meadows, etc. of both counties at low elevations;  not known to nest in Northeast Oregon.  Most records are from Wallowa Lk., Thief Valley Res., and the Grande Ronde Valley.

Black Tern   (Childonias niger)
   Rare to occasional spring and summer visitor in similar habitat as the Forster's Tern;  not known to nest in either county.


ORDER:  COLUMBIFORMES

Family:  Columbidae  (Pigeons & Doves)

Rock Dove*   (Columba livia)
   Common to abundant introduced resident around buildings and other structures in settled areas;  less common in rimrock and cliff areas away from human habitation.  Impossible to determine dates of original introductions.

Band-tailed Pigeon   (Columba fasciata)
   Extremely rare spring and summer migrant in wooded areas, parks, residential areas, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Mourning Dove*   (Zenaida macroura)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, locally uncommon winter resident.  Found in open forest and agricultural areas at low to moderate elevations.


ORDER:  CUCULIFORMES  

Family:  Cuculidae  (Cuckoos)

Yellow-billed Cuckoo   (Coccyzus americanus)
   Accidental, four records:  one bird spent a week in La Grande during the 1950's (exact date unrecorded;  specimen in EOSC collection);  two birds observed in La Grande during August 1980 (four observers);  one bird found at Imnaha, Wallowa Co. on 31 August 1980 (one observer);  one bird observed along Grande Ronde R. near Red Bridge SP, Union Co. on 23 June 1990 (many observers; Pendleton Bird Club trip).


ORDER:  STRIGIFORMES

Family:  Tytonidae  (Barn Owl and allies)

Barn Owl*   (Tyto alba)
   Locally uncommon resident, found about old buildings and barns in open and semi-wooded country at low elevations.  Much less common in Wallowa Co.  May also nest in hollow trees and ground burrows.


Family:  Strigidae  (True Owls)

Flammulated Owl*   (Otus flammeolus)
   Locally uncommon late spring migrant and summer resident.  Found in coniferous forest (especially ponderosa and lodgepole pine) with ample undergrowth, at moderate elevations in Blue and Wallowa Mountains.


Western Screech-Owl*   (Otus kennicottii)
   Uncommon resident in deciduous and mixed woodland, riparian areas, and residential areas at low to moderate elevations.  May move into residential areas at lower elevations during winter.

Great Horned Owl*   (Bubo virginianus)
   Common resident in all types of woodland at low to high elevations;  less common in open areas with rimrock outcroppings.

Snowy Owl   (Nyctea scandiaca)
   Extremely rare winter visitor in open country at low to moderate elevations;  only two records since 1950, both from Union Co.

Northern Hawk Owl   (Surnia ulula)               U
   Accidental, one record:  one bird observed near Palmer Junction, Union Co. from 12-13 January 1983 (four observers, photographs).  This is the only verified record of the species for Oregon.

Northern Pygmy-Owl*   (Glaucidium gnoma)
   Locally uncommon resident in coniferous and deciduous woodland at low to moderate elevations;  much more conspicuous during winter when many move into residential areas.

Burrowing Owl*   (Athene cunicularia)
   Occasional summer resident in native grassland and sagebrush flats at low to moderate elevations;  restricted as a nesting bird to the desert regions of southern Union Co.  Extremely rare in Wallowa Co. where it is a migrant only.  A seriously declining species in Northeast Oregon.




Barred Owl*   (Strix varia)
   Rare and local resident in coniferous and mixed forest areas at low to moderate elevations;  first recorded in Oregon along the Wenaha R. of Wallowa Co. in May of 1974.

Great Gray Owl*   (Strix nebulosa)
   Occasional to locally uncommon resident in coniferous forests adjacent to open meadows at moderate to high elevations in Blue and Wallowa Mountains.

Long-eared Owl*   (Asio otus)
   Occasional and local summer resident in coniferous or mixed forest at low to moderate elevations;  undoubtedly occurs during winter, but there are currently no records for that season.  Rare, very local, and especially secretive as a nesting species.






















Short-eared Owl*   (Asio flammeus)
   Uncommon to locally common resident in open fields, agricultural land, and marshes at low to moderate elevations;  most common in Grande Ronde Valley and desert farming areas of southern Union Co.

Boreal Owl   (Aegolius funereus)
   Recently discovered (1988) during late summer, fall, and winter in high elevation coniferous forests (especially spruce and subalpine fir) of northern Wallowa Co. and in the Wallowa Mountains of both counties.  Best considered rare, but the species is probably more common than the few current records would indicate.  Undoubtably breeds in Northeast Oregon, but an actual nest has yet to be found.

Northern Saw-whet Owl*   (Aegolius acadius)
   Uncommon resident of coniferous or mixed forests at low to moderate elevations;  usually found at lower elevations than the Boreal Owl.


ORDER:  CAPRIMULGIFORMES

Family:  Caprimulgidae  (Goatsuckers)

Common Nighthawk*   (Chordeiles minor)
   Common summer migrant and resident;  one of Northeast Oregon's latest-arriving summer residents.  Prefers open country, most often observed over towns, grasslands, sagebrush flats, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Common Poorwill*   (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii)
   Occasional to locally uncommon summer resident;  may overwinter (see below).  Found in sagebrush and native grassland areas with rimrock outcroppings at low to moderate elevations;  nests very locally in both counties.  Most common along Snake, Wenaha, and lower Grande Ronde Rivers in Wallowa Co.;  and near Medical Springs in Union Co.  Two records of active birds in late November may indicate local hibernation of the species in Northeast Oregon.


ORDER:  APODIFORMES

Family:  Apodidae  (Swifts)

Black Swift   (Cypseloides niger)               W
   Accidental, three records:  one bird seen at Hat Point, Wallowa Co. in August 1977 (one observer);  two birds seen on Summit Ridge, Wallowa Co. on 3 July 1979 (two observers);  15+ birds observed along Hurricane Divide in the Wallowa Mountains, Wallowa Co. on 20 August 1988 (one observer).  Probably more common than these three records would indicate;  to be looked for during spring and fall migration.

Vaux’s Swift*   (Chaetura vauxi)
   Common to abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Seen over towns, open forests, forages over open country also;  generally found at low to moderate elevations.  Very local and probably declining as a nesting species in Northeast Oregon.

White-throated Swift*   (Aeronautes saxatalis)               W
   Very rare spring migrant and summer resident along Hells Canyon and other cliff areas of the Snake R.;  breeds very locally in that region.  To be looked for elsewhere in Northeast Oregon during migration.


Family:  Trochilidae  (Hummingbirds)

Black-chinned Hummingbird*   (Archilochus alexandri)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in open woodland and towns at low to moderate elevations.  Nests very locally.




















Calliope Hummingbird*   (Stellula calliope)
   Uncommon to locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.   Found in meadows, open woodland, and riparian areas at low to high elevations;  also migrates through residential areas.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird   (Selasphorus platycercus)
   Occasional spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  probably breeds in Northeast Oregon, but an actual nest has yet to be found.  Found in similar habitat as the Calliope Hummingbird.

Rufous Hummingbird*   (Selasphorus rufus)
   Uncommon to locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in similar habitat as the Calliope Hummingbird;  prefers higher elevations than most other hummingbirds for nesting.


ORDER:  CORACIIFORMES

Family:  Alcedinidae  (Kingfishers)

Belted Kingfisher*   (Megaceryle alcyon)
   Uncommon resident near water in open and semi-open country at low to moderate elevations.  Less numerous and more local during winter.


ORDER:  PICIFORMES

Family:  Picidae  (Woodpeckers)

Lewis' Woodpecker*   (Melanerpes lewis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, very rare winter resident.  Found in open woodland and riparian growth at low to moderate elevations;  nests locally.  A declining species in Northeast Oregon.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker   (Sphyrapicus varius)               U
   Accidental, two records:  one adult male observed in La Grande on 11 July 1980 (one observer);  another adult male found at Catherine Creek SP, Union Co. on 10 June 1987 (three observers).  This eastern species is nearly identical to the much more common Red-naped Sapsucker (see next account).

Red-naped Sapsucker*   (Sphyrapicus nuchalis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in open deciduous and mixed woodlands at low to moderate elevations;  particularly fond of aspen, cottonwood, and alder stands.

Red-breasted Sapsucker   (Sphyrapicus ruber)
   Extremely rare fall and early winter visitor (two records for Wallowa Co., four for Union Co.).   Found in similar habitat as Red-naped Sapsucker.

Williamson's Sapsucker*   (Sphyrapicus thyroideus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  two winter records for Union Co.  Found in coniferous forests (especially pine and larch) of Blue and Wallowa Mountains at moderate elevations.  The winter records were from residential areas.

Downy Woodpecker*   (Picoides pubescens)
   Common resident in deciduous and mixed woodland and riparian growth at low to moderate elevations.  More common in residential areas than the Hairy Woodpecker.

Hairy Woodpecker*   (Picoides villosus)
   Common resident in both coniferous and deciduous woodland at low to moderate elevations;  frequently moves into residential areas during winter.

White-headed Woodpecker*   (Picoides albolarvatus)
   Locally uncommon resident of open coniferous forests (especially pine and larch) at low to moderate elevations;  occasionally moves into residential areas during winter months.

Three-toed Woodpecker*   (Picoides tridactylus)
   Locally uncommon resident in coniferous forest, especially in stands of diseased or burned lodgepole pine and larch at moderate to high elevations.

Black-backed Woodpecker*   (Picoides arcticus)
   Locally uncommon resident in similar habitat as the Three-toed Woodpecker;  may be somewhat less common in Northeast Oregon than the preceeding species.

Northern Flicker*   (Colaptes auratus)
   Common resident in coniferous and deciduous woodland, semi-open country,  residential areas, and parks at low to high elevations.  The "Red-shafted Flicker" (C. a. cafer) is the common form in Northeast Oregon.  The eastern "Yellow-shafted Flicker" (C. a. auratus) is an extremely rare winter visitor to Union Co.

Pileated Woodpecker*   (Dryocopus pileatus)
   Uncommon resident in mature stands of timber;  prefers coniferous forests with snags and downed timber for feeding  at low to moderate elevations.  A seriously declining species in Northeast Oregon that is very dependent on old-growth forests.


ORDER:  PASSERIFORMES

Family:  Tyrannidae  (New World Flycatchers)

Olive-sided Flycatcher*   (Contopus borealis)
   Uncommon to locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident in open coniferous forests at low to moderate elevations;  also migrates through residential areas, parks, deciduous woods, etc. at lower elevations.  Possibly a declining species in Northeast Oregon.

Western Wood-Pewee*   (Contopus sordidulus)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Prefers semi-open deciduous or coniferous woodland, riparian growth, and residential areas at low to moderate elevations.

Alder Flycatcher   (Empidonax alnorum)
   Probably a rare spring and fall migrant and summer resident in riparian growth and deciduous woodlands at low elevations.  First recorded at Wallowa Fish Hatchery in Enterprise on 21 June 1980.  From 1981-83 up to three territorial pairs were found along the Grande Ronde R. in riparian growth west of La Grande;  an abandoned nest and two eggs were collected from this area in July 1981 (currently in ODFW office in La Grande).  The Alder Flycatcher is virtually identical to the much more common Willow Flycatcher;  the two sibling species can be separated safely only by their vocalizations.

Willow Flycatcher*   (Empidonax traillii)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in open deciduous woodland with brushy growth and riparian areas at low elevations.

[Least Flycatcher   (Empidonax minimus)]              U
   Accidental, one sight record:  an immature bird observed at the confluence of Ladd and Catherine Creeks in the Grande Ronde Valley on 9 September 1983 (one observer).  This species is regularly encountered during the summer in neighboring Grant Co. and should be looked for in deciduous woodlands and riparian areas of Northeast Oregon.

Hammond’s Flycatcher*   (Empidonax hammondii)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in mature coniferous forests (generally pine, spruce, fir) at moderate to high elevations;  also migrates through any wooded or riparian areas at lower elevations (including residential yards and parks).

Dusky Flycatcher*   (Empidonax oberholseri)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in mixed or coniferous forest with brushy understory at moderate elevations;  migrates through similar habitat as the Hammond's Flycatcher.

Gray Flycatcher   (Empidonax wrightii)               U
   Apparantly an accidental visitor, one old record:  one bird was collected at Elgin, Union Co. on 25 May 1896 (specimen).  This species is probably regular during summer in the sagebrush country of southern Union Co. and should be looked for throughout Northeast Oregon during migration.



Cordilleran Flycatcher*   (Empidonax occidentalis)
   An occasional summer resident in deciduous and open coniferous woodlands at low to moderate elevations;  has recently nested near Lostine, Wallowa Co. and twice at Hilgard Junction SP, Union Co.  Only recently split from the physically-identical Pacific-Slope Flycatcher (E. difficilis), which may occur in Northeast Oregon during spring and fall migration.  Both species were formerly combined as the Western Flycatcher.  All nesting and summering birds have been occidentalis;  these two species can be differentiated only by the males' vocalizations on breeding grounds.  Migrants are best labelled as "Western-type" Flycatchers.   

Say's Phoebe*   (Sayornis saya)
   Uncommon early spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no winter records.  Prefers farmland, ranchyards, other open and usually arid areas at low elevations.  Arrives very early in spring (late February).

Ash-throated Flycatcher   (Myiarchus cinerescens)
   Accidental, three records:  one bird found near Imnaha, Wallowa Co. in May 1976 (two observers);  another observed at Rhinehart Bridge near Elgin, Union Co. on 26 June 1977 (one observer);  an immature studied at confluence of Ladd and Catherine Creeks in Grande Ronde Valley on 24 September 1983 (one observer).  To be expected anywhere in Northeast Oregon during migration.

Western Kingbird*   (Tyrannus verticalis)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident in farmland, open woodland, desert areas, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Eastern Kingbird*   (Tyrannus tyrannus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in riparian areas, open woodland, farmland, etc. at low elevations.  Less likely than the Western Kingbird to be found in arid areas.





















Family:  Alaudidae  (True Larks)

Horned Lark*   (Eremophilia alpestris)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant and winter resident, uncommon summer resident.  Found in open country, especially grasslands, farmland, and sagebrush flats at low to moderate elevations.  Most nesting birds are found in grassy areas or sagebrush desert.


Family:  Hirundinidae  (Swallows)

Tree Swallow*   (Tachycineta bicolor)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in open country about towns, farmland, open woodland, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Violet-green Swallow*   (Tachycineta thalassina)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant, common summer resident.  Found in similar habitat as Tree Swallow;  more likely to nest in buildings and urban areas than the preceeding species.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow*  (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in open areas near water at low elevations;  nests as lone pairs or in small concentrations in river bank holes.

Bank Swallow*   (Riparia riparia)
   Locally uncommon to common spring and fall migrant and summer resident in large colonies in suitable nesting banks.  Found in similar habitat as the Northern Rough-winged Swallow.





















Cliff Swallow*   (Hirundo pyrrhonota)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Nests around buildings and bridges in open country at low to moderate elevations.

Barn Swallow*   (Hirundo rustica)
   Common to abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident in similar habitat as the Tree Swallow.

Family:  Corvidae  (Crows & Jays)

Gray Jay*   (Perisoreus canadensis)
   Uncommon resident in coniferous forests of Blue and Wallowa Mountains at moderate to high elevations;  some birds move to lower elevations during winter.

Steller’s Jay*   (Cyanocitta stelleri)
   Common resident in coniferous or mixed forests at low to high elevations;  wanders into towns and residential areas during winter.

Blue Jay   (Cyanocitta cristata)
   A recent rare straggler to Northeast Oregon during late fall and winter.  Records are from Union and La Grande in Union Co., and from Enterprise in Wallowa Co., all since 1975.  May have nested near Union in 1977 (adult observed feeding fledglings, but no nest found).

Scrub Jay   (Aphelocoma coerulescens)               U
   Accidental, two records:  one bird observed in La Grande on 22 July 1980 (one observer);  one bird wintered at a feeder in La Grande from November 1991-February 1992 (many observers, recorded on Union Co. Christmas Bird Count).

Clark’s Nutcracker*   (Nucifraga columbiana)
   Locally uncommon resident, prefers open coniferous forests near or above timberline at high elevations during summer;  some move to lower elevations during winter.

Black-billed Magpie*   (Pica pica)
   Common resident in open country (especially farmland, brushy riparian areas, sagebrush flats, etc.) at low to moderate elevations.

American Crow*   (Corvus brachyrhynchos)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, locally uncommon winter resident.  Prefers similar habitat as the Black-billed Magpie, but more often found in residential areas and parks.

Common Raven*   (Corvus corax)
   Common resident in open areas and open forests at low to high elevations;  generally outnumbers American Crow during winter.


Family:  Paridae  (Titmice)

Black-capped Chickadee*   (Parus atricapillus)
   Common resident in deciduous woods and riparian areas at low to moderate elevations;  frequents residential yards and parks throughout the year.














Mountain Chickadee*   (Parus gambeli)
   Common resident in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  also moves to deciduous woodlands and residential areas at lower elevations during winter.

Chestnut-backed Chickadee*   (Parus rufescens)
   Locally uncommon resident in dense wet coniferous forests of the Blue and Wallowa Mountains, generally at moderate elevations.

Family:  Aegithalidae  (Bushtits)

Bushtit   (Psaltriparus minimus)
   Accidental, four records:  10+ birds observed in junipers at Lostine, Wallowa Co. during 1974 (exact date unrecorded, one observer);  one bird found in La Grande in October 1976 (one observer);  five birds found on EOSC campus in La Grande on 22 May 1976 (one observer);  a flock of 11 birds observed in south La Grande on 7 July 1982 (three observers).  This species is probably more frequent than these four records would indicate.

Family:  Sittidae  (Nuthatches)

Red-breasted Nuthatch*   (Sitta canadensis)
   Common resident in open coniferous and mixed woodlands at low to high elevations;  also found in deciduous woods and residential areas during winter.  Numbers may fluctuate from year to year.

White-breasted Nuthatch*   (Sitta carolinensis)
   Uncommon resident of open coniferous and deciduous woodlands at low to moderate elevations.

Pygmy Nuthatch*   (Sitta pygmaea)
   Locally uncommon resident;  wanders widely throughout the year.  Found mainly in ponderosa pine woods of Blue and Wallowa Mountains at low to moderate elevations.

Family:  Certhidae  (Creepers)

Brown Creeper*   (Certhia americana)
   Common resident in coniferous and mixed forests at moderate to high elevations;  also moves into deciduous woods and residential areas at lower elevations during winter.


Family:  Troglodytidae  (Wrens)

Rock Wren*   (Salpinctes obsoletus)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Prefers rocky arid areas (cliffs, rock outcroppings, canyons, etc.) at low to moderate elevations.

Canyon Wren*   (Catherpes mexicanus)
   Locally uncommon resident in steep arid canyon areas at low to moderate elevations;  generally more selective of habitat than the Rock Wren, and much more likely to be found during winter.  By far most common along Snake and Grande Ronde Rivers in Wallowa Co.;  very rare in Union Co.

Bewick's Wren   (Thyromanes bewickii)
   Extremely rare spring and fall migrant and winter visitor;  most records are from Union Co.   Generally found in brushy riparian or residential areas at low elevations.

House Wren*   (Troglodytes aedon)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no legitimate winter records.  Prefers brushy habitats and residential yards at low to moderate elevations.

Winter Wren*   (Troglodytes troglodytes)
   Occasional to uncommon resident in dense understory of wet coniferous or mixed forests at low to moderate elevations;  also found in brushy residential areas during winter.

Marsh Wren*   (Cistothorus palustris)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Prefers cattail or tule marshes and wet meadows at low elevations.


Family:  Cinclidae  (Dippers)

American Dipper*   (Cinclus mexicanus)
   Locally common resident along swift creeks and rivers in Blue and Wallowa Mountains and their higher foothills;  may move to lower elevations during winter.























Family:  Musciapidae  (Kinglets, Thrushes, etc.)

Golden-crowned Kinglet*   (Regulus satrapa)
   Common resident.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  also found in deciduous woods and residential areas at lower elevations during winter.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet*   (Regulus calendula)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  winters and migrates in deciduous woodlands, riparian growth, and residential areas at lower elevations.

Western Bluebird*   (Sialia mexicana)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, very rare winter resident.  Prefers open and lightly wooded foothill areas at low to moderate elevations;  can be attracted to an area by providing artificial nest boxes.

Mountain Bluebird*   (Sialia currucoides)
   Uncommon to locally common resident, irregular in winter.  Prefers fields on forest edges at moderate to high elevations during summer;  found in open foothill areas at low to moderate elevations during migration and winter.  Often flocks with the preceeding species during migration.

Townsend’s Solitaire*   (Myadestes townsendi)
   Uncommon to common resident;  numbers fluctuate from season to season and year to year.  Found in open coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations during summer;  many move to open foothill country and residential areas at lower elevations  during winter.  Particularly fond of juniper woodlands.

Veery*   (Catharus fuscenscens)
   Locally common late spring and fall migrant and summer resident in dense undergrowth of deciduous woodlands or riparian areas at low elevations;  usually found along water courses.  Arrives very late in spring.

Swainson’s Thrush*   (Catharus ustulatus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in coniferous and mixed forests at moderate to high elevations;  also migrates through deciduous woodlands, residential areas, and riparian growth at lower elevations.

Hermit Thrush*   (Catharus guttatus)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, very rare winter resident.  Found in dense coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  also migrates and winters in deciduous woodlands, residential areas, and riparian growth at lower elevations.

American Robin*   (Turdus migratorius)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Found in open and semi-open country, especially around residential areas at low to moderate elevations.

Varied Thrush*   (Ixoreus naevius)
   Uncommon resident in dense wet coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations.  Much less numerous during winter when it also moves to deciduous woodlands and residential yards at lower elevations.


Family:  Mimidae (Mockingbirds & Thrashers)

Gray Catbird*   (Dumatella carolinensis)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in dense riparian growth and brushy deciduous woodlands at low elevations, generally along water courses.  Most common along Grande Ronde R. in Union Co.  Arrives very late in spring.

Northern Mockingbird   (Mimus polyglottos)               U
   Accidental, two records:  one bird observed at the Forest Service Habitat Lab in La Grande from 11-29 April 1982 (six observers);  another found at mouth of Cusick Creek on Thief Valley Res. on 16 June 1984 (many observers, OFO field trip).

Sage Thrasher*   (Oreoscoptes montanus)
   Occasional to locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in sagebrush flats of southern Union Co.;  very rare as a migrant in Wallowa Co., where it is not known to nest.


Family:  Motacillidae  (Pipits & Wagtails)

American Pipit*   (Anthus rubescens)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant, very local and uncommon summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Found in open country at low to moderate elevations during winter and migration;  nests very locally in the highest alpine areas of the Wallowa Mountains.
















Family:  Bombycillidae  (Waxwings)

Bohemian Waxwing   (Bombycilla garrulus)
   Common to abundant winter visitor to open woodland and residential areas at low to moderate elevations;  no summer records.

Cedar Waxwing*   (Bombycilla cedrorum)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Found in open woodland and residential areas at low to moderate elevations.  Frequently flocks with the preceeding species during winter.


Family:  Lanidae  (Shrikes)

Northern Shrike   (Lanius excubitor)
   Uncommon winter visitor in open country or open woodland, generally at low to moderate elevations;  no summer records.

Loggerhead Shrike*   (Lanius ludovicianus)
   Very uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Found in similar habitat as the Northern Shrike.  Most common in open sagebrush country of southern Union Co.;  a seriously declining species in Northeast Oregon.


Family:  Sturnidae  (Starlings)

European Starling*   (Sturnus vulgaris)
   Abundant introduced resident in residential areas and farmland at low to moderate elevations.  First recorded in Northeast Oregon in December 1942.


Family:  Vireonidae  (Vireos)

Solitary Vireo*   (Vireo solitarius)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Breeds in coniferous or mixed forests at moderate elevations;  also migrates through deciduous woodlands, riparian growth, and residential areas at lower elevations.

Warbling Vireo*   (Vireo gilvus)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident in deciduous and mixed woodlands, residential areas, and riparian growth at low to moderate elevations.

Red-eyed Vireo*   (Vireo olivaceus)
   Uncommon late spring and fall migrant and summer resident in deciduous woodlands (upperstories), usually near water at low elevations;  particularly fond of cottonwoods and alders.  Arrives very late in spring.


Family:  Emberizidae  (Warblers, Blackbirds, Sparrows, etc.)

Tennessee Warbler   (Vermivora peregrina)               U
   Accidental, two well-substantiated records:  one bird observed at Red Bridge SP on 27 August 1977 (two observers);  two birds were at the EOSC campus in La Grande from 20-22 August 1980 (three observers).

Orange-crowned Warbler*   (Vermivora celata)
   Uncommon to locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no winter records.  Found in deciduous woods, riparian growth, brush patches, and residential areas at low to moderate elevations.

Nashville Warbler*   (Vermivora ruficapilla)
   Uncommon to locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Prefers deciduous woods and brushy areas at low to moderate elevations during migration;  breeds in brushy wetland areas at moderate to high elevations.  Very local and declining as a nesting species.

Yellow Warbler*   (Dendroica petechia)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in deciduous or mixed woods, riparian growth, and residential areas at low to moderate elevations.

Yellow-rumped Warbler*   (Dendroica coronata)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations, migrates and winters in deciduous woods, riparian areas, residential yards, parks, etc. at low elevations.  The typical breeding race here is the "Audubon's Warbler" (D. c. auduboni).

Townsend’s Warbler*   (Dendroica townsendi)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no winter records.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations (generally above 4000 ft.), also migrates at lower elevations through deciduous woodlands and residential areas.















Black-and-White Warbler   (Mniotilta varia)               U
   Accidental, two records:  an adult male observed in Island City, Union Co. on 17 May 1980 (two observers);  another adult male was at Red Bridge SP, Union Co. on 3 June 1986 (two observers).

American Redstart*   (Setophaga ruticilla)
   Occasional to locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in dense riparian growth at low elevations, usually along major river courses;  most common along Grande Ronde R. above La Grande.  Arrives very late in spring.

MacGillivray’s Warbler*   (Oporornis tolmiei)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in riparian growth and other brushy habitats at low to moderate elevations.

Common Yellowthroat*   (Geothlypis trichas)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident in marshes, along lake and river margins, and wet meadows at low elevations.  Appears to be declining as a nesting species in Wallowa Co.

Wilson’s Warbler*   (Wilsonia pusilla)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in deciduous woodlands, riparian growth, and brushy areas at low elevations.

Yellow-breasted Chat*   (Icteria virens)
   Locally uncommon summer resident in dense riparian growth and other brushy areas at low elevations.  Most common along Grande Ronde and Imnaha Rivers.  Arrives very late in spring.

Western Tanager*   (Piranga ludoviciana)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Breeds in coniferous or mixed forests at moderate to high elevations;  also migrates at lower elevations through deciduous woods, riparian growth, residential areas, etc.

[Rose-breasted Grosbeak   (Pheucticus ludovicianus)]              U
   Accidental, one sight record:  an adult male observed at Rhinehart Bridge near Elgin, Union Co. in May 1975 (one observer).

Black-headed Grosbeak*   (Pheucticus melanocephalus)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident in deciduous woodlands and riparian growth at low to moderate elevations.

Lazuli Bunting*   (Passerina amoena)
   Uncommon to common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Prefers riparian growth and brushy areas at low to moderate elevations.  Locally abundant in dry riparian canyons of eastern Wallowa County.

Green-tailed Towhee*   (Pipilo chlorurus)
   Rare summer resident in brushy dry foothill areas and canyons at low to moderate elevations;  most common in southern Union Co.  Very local as a nesting species.

Rufous-sided Towhee*   (Pipilo erythrophthalmus)
   Uncommon resident in brushy areas, riparian growth, and residential areas.  Found at low to moderate elevations, but most descend to lowlands during winter.

American Tree Sparrow   (Spizella arborea)
   Uncommon winter visitor;  no summer records.  Found in brushy fence rows, hedges, and riparian areas at low elevations.

Chipping Sparrow*   (Spizella passerina)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident;  no acceptable winter records.  Breeds in open coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  also migrates through deciduous woods and residential areas at lower elevations.

[Clay-colored Sparrow   (Spizella pallida)]               U
   Accidental, one sight record:  a breeding-plumaged adult observed and heard singing on the EOSC campus in La Grande on 26 May 1981 (one observer).

Brewer's Sparrow*   (Spizella breweri)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident in sagebrush areas of southern Union Co.  Rare during migration in Wallowa Co.

Vesper Sparrow*   (Pooecetes gramineus)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Prefers grassy areas, agricultural fields, and other open areas at low to moderate elevations.  Most common in desert areas of southern Union Co. and near Zumwalt in Wallowa Co.



















Lark Sparrow*   (Chondestes grammacus)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Prefers similar habitat as Vesper Sparrow.

Black-throated Sparrow   (Amphispiza bilineata)
   Accidental, two records:  one adult found at Wallowa Lk. in May 1983 (two observers);  another adult observed in Island City, Union Co. on 10 May 1985 (two observers).

Sage Sparrow*   (Amphispiza belli)
   Occasional spring and fall migrant and summer resident in sagebrush desert and dry grassy areas at low elevations;  most common in southern Union Co. near Medical Springs.  Extremely rare in Wallowa Co.  Arrives very early in spring (March).

Savannah Sparrow*   (Passerculus sandwichensis)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Found in similar habitat as the Vesper Sparrow.

Fox Sparrow*   (Passerella iliaca)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, occasional winter resident.  Breeds very locally in boggy coniferous forest edges at moderate to high elevations;  winters and migrates in brushy habitats and residential areas at lower elevations.

Song Sparrow*   (Melospiza melodia)
   Common to abundant resident in brushy habitats, often near water, at low to moderate elevations.

Lincoln’s Sparrow*   (Melospiza lincolnii)
   Very uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident, very rare winter resident.  Found in brushy habitats at low to moderate elevations during winter and migration;  breeds in wet highland meadows and bogs.

White-throated Sparrow   (Zonotrichia albicollis)               U
   Accidental, three records:  one adult bird found near Island City, Union Co. on 30 October 1979 (one observer);  another adult frequented a La Grande feeder during December 1983 and January 1984 (many observers, photographs);  one adult wintered at a feeder in south La Grande from 23 November 1990 to mid-February 1991 (many observers).

Golden-crowned Sparrow   (Zonotrichia atricapilla)
   Rare to occasional fall migrant and winter visitor.  Generally found in brushy residential areas and along fence rows at low elevations.

White-crowned Sparrow*   (Zonotrichia leucophrys)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident, locally uncommon winter resident.  Breeds along edges of coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  winters in brushy habitats and residential areas at low elevations.

Harris’ Sparrow   (Zonotrichia querula)
   Rare to occasional fall migrant and winter visitor to both counties.  Found in similar habitat as the Golden-crowned Sparrow.

Dark-eyed Junco*   (Junco hyemalis)
   Common to abundant resident.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  winters and migrates in deciduous woodlands and brushy residential areas at lower elevations.  The breeding form is the "Oregon Junco" (J. h. oreganus), and it is also the more common race throughout Northeast Oregon.  The "Slate-colored Junco" (J. h. hyemalis) is a very uncommon winter visitor.

Lapland Longspur   (Calcarius lapponicus)
   Accidental, three records:  one bird frequented a feeder in La Grande during January 1970 (two observers);  one bird found north of Joseph in Wallowa Co. in November 1977 (one observer);  one bird observed in a Horned Lark flock near Thief Valley Res. on 22 March 1986 (two observers).  This species should be looked for in the more open habitats of both counties from late September to mid-March.

Snow Bunting   (Plectrophenax nivalis)
   Occasional to locally common winter visitor.  Found in open fields and foothill regions at low to moderate elevations.  May occur in flocks numbering in the hundreds in the open grasslands of northcentral Wallowa Co.





















Bobolink*   (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)
   Locally uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in hay or unmown grass fields at low elevations, often near wet areas.  Arrives late in spring and seldom observed away from nesting sites.  A declining species, especially in Wallowa Co.

Red-winged Blackbird*   (Agelaius phoeniceus)
   Common to abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Found in open country near water at low to moderate elevations.

Western Meadowlark*   (Sturnella neglecta)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Found in grasslands, sagebrush flats, open farmland, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Yellow-headed Blackbird*   (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus)
   Locally common spring and fall migrant and  summer resident, extremely rare winter resident.   Breeds in cattail and tule marshes at low elevations;  forages widely, frequently  flocking with other blackbird species.

Rusty Blackbird   (Euphagus carolinus)               W
   Accidental, one well-substantiated record:  an adult male in winter plumage frequented a feeder in Joseph during December 1984 (many observers, recorded on Wallowa Co. Christmas Bird Count).

Brewer’s Blackbird*   (Euphagus cyanocephalus)
   Common to locally abundant spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Prefers open country such as farmland, grassland, pastures, roadsides, etc. at low to moderate elevations.

Great-tailed Grackle   (Quiscalus mexicanus)               U
   Accidental, one record:  an adult male observed at Island City, Union Co. from 5-7 June 1980 (many observers, photographs).

Brown-headed Cowbird*   (Molothrus ater)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, rare winter resident.  Found in open country, especially around pastures and cattle feedlots, generally at low elevations.  Parasitizes other passerines' nests, especially warblers.

Northern Oriole*   (Icterus galbula)
   Uncommon spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Found in deciduous woodlands and groves, usually near water, at low elevations.  The "Bullock's Oriole" (I. g. bullocki)  is the race normally occurring in Northeast Oregon.


Family:  Fringillidae  (Finches & allies)

Brambling   (Fringilla montifringilla)               U
   Accidental, one record:  an adult male in winter plumage visited numerous feeders in La Grande from 9 December 1983 to 26 January 1984 (many observers, numerous photographs).  This is only the second record of this Asiatic finch for Oregon.

Rosy Finch*   (Leucosticte arctoa)
   Rare to uncommon winter visitor, locally uncommon summer resident;  winter status is highly unpredictable and irregular.  Prefers snowy open fields and hillsides at low to moderate elevations during winter;  strictly an alpine bird in the high Wallowa Mountains during summer.  The "Gray-crowned Rosy Finch" (L. a. tephrocotis) is the most common form encountered in Northeast Oregon, especially during the winter.  The "Black Rosy Finch" (L. a. atrata) has been recorded only two or three times, usually during summer at high elevations in the Wallowa Mountains.  Intermediate birds between the two forms have also been described.

Pine Grosbeak   (Pinicola enucleator)
   Occasional to uncommon winter visitor, occasional spring and fall migrant and summer resident.  Winters in deciduous and coniferous woodlands at low to moderate elevations;  summers in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations.  Suspected of breeding in the Wallowa and Blue Mountains, but an actual nest has yet to be found.

Purple Finch   (Carpodacus purpureus)
   Very rare spring and fall migrant;  one winter record for Union Co.  Found in deciduous woodlands and residential areas at low elevations.

Cassin’s Finch*   (Carpodacus cassinii)
   Uncommon to common resident;  numbers may fluctuate from year to year.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations;  winters at lower elevations in coniferous or mixed woodland and irregularly in residential areas.

House Finch*   (Carpodacus mexicanus)
   Locally common resident.  Prefers residential areas, farmland, and open woodland at low to moderate elevations.























Red Crossbill*   (Loxia curvirostra)
   Uncommon to common resident;  numbers can be highly irregular and fluctuate greatly from year to year.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations, usually descends to lower elevations during winter when it is also found in deciduous woodlands and residential areas.  Wanders widely and may breed at any time of year.

White-winged Crossbill   (Loxia leucoptera)
   An extremely rare visitor to Northeast Oregon;  may occur any time of year, but most records are during the winter months.  Found in coniferous forests and woodlands at low to high elevations;  favors fir, spruce, and hemlock over pine.  A small flock summered near Enterprise in 1977 and unseccessfully attempted to nest. 

Common Redpoll   (Carduelis flammea)
   Rare to occasional winter visitor;  highly erratic in numbers from year to year.  Found in open brushy country such as fields, farmland, and foothills at low to moderate elevations.  Rarely encountered at feeders.

Pine Siskin*   (Carduelis pinus)
   Common resident;  irregular in occurrence in lowlands.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations, winters and migrates through deciduous and mixed woodlands and residential areas at lower elevations.

American Goldfinch*   (Carduelis tristus)
   Common spring and fall migrant and summer resident, uncommon winter resident.  Found in open brushy habitats at low to moderate elevations.

Evening Grosbeak*   (Coccothraustes vespertinus)
   Common resident,  but numbers may fluctuate from year to year.  Wanders widely and irregularly during migration and winter in the lowlands.  Breeds in coniferous forests at moderate to high elevations, winters at lower elevations in deciduous or mixed woodlands and residential areas.


Family:  Passeridae  (Weaver Finches)

House Sparrow*   (Passer domesticus)
   Locally abundant introduced resident;  found around human habitations such as cities, towns, farms, etc., generally at low to moderate elevations.  Probably first appeared in Northeast Oregon during the 1950s.


















WHAT WILL BE NEXT . . . . . . . . . ?


     The following species were chosen as the most likely candidates to be added to the list of birds for Northeast Oregon.  Some have already been reported from Union or Wallowa Counties, but the sightings lacked details, or the identifications may have been questionable.  All these species have occurred in one or more of the neighboring Oregon counties (Baker, Grant, Umatilla) often quite regularly.

Red-throated Loon  (Gavia stellata).   Occurs very rarely along Columbia River during spring and fall migration;  should be looked for on any large body of water.

Red-breasted Merganser  (Mergus serrator).   A salt-water species rarely found along the Columbia River of Umatilla Co.;  migrants could appear anywhere in Northeast Oregon.

American Golden-Plover  (Pluvialis dominica).   Recorded in small numbers every fall along the Columbia River in northern Umatilla Co.;  most likely to occur from late September to mid-October.

Glaucous-winged Gull  (Larus glaucescens).  Found every fall and winter along the Columbia River in Umatilla Co.;  check gull concentrations during migration for this large species.

Thayer’s Gull  (Larus thayeri).  Also found along Columbia River during fall or winter, but even more rare than the preceding species;  once again, check gull concentrations.

Pacific-Slope Flycatcher  (Empidonax difficilis).   Formerly part of the Western Flycatcher complex;  see comments under Cordilleran Flycatcher in the Species Accounts.

Piñon Jay  (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus).  Occurs rarely in late summer and fall in southern Baker and Grant Counties;  to be looked for in dry open juniper woodland.

Grasshopper Sparrow  (Ammodramus savannarum).  Found very locally during summer in native bunchgrass areas of northern Baker and central Umatilla Counties;  it is very inconspicuous and difficult to find, even when singing.  This species almost certainly occurs along the Snake River (Hells Canyon) and near Medical Springs.
 
Lesser Goldfinch  (Carduelis psaltria).   This wanderer has appeared a number of times in Baker and Grant Counties;  it prefers drier habitats than the American Goldfinch, especially  juniper woodlands.   
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