Birds of Linn County, Oregon (1825-2000)

by Greg Gillson

June 9, 2002

Introduction

Historically, Oregon’s birders have not visited Linn County often. The western third is agricultural fields and residential lowlands adjacent to the Willamette River and without major parks or wildlife refuges. The Willamette National Forest occupies much of the eastern two-thirds of county. There, huge forests, tumbling streams, and sparkling mountain lakes with scenic views of snow-capped peaks, greet campers, hikers, fishers, and those few local birders seeking the typical forest birds. At the summit of the Cascades lies the Hoodoo Ski area—the only really unique habitat in the county, as it allows one of the easiest access in Oregon to mountain birds.

The largest town, Albany, has never had very many serious birders. Instead, Corvallis—nearby in Benton County, and hosting the forestry and wildlife oriented Oregon State University—has had more than its share of the birders in the mid-Willamette Valley. They, however, are very close to the excellent William L. Finley NWR, and close to the coast, so most pass up birding Linn County.

A hundred years ago, Dr. Albert Gregory Prill lived in Scio and wrote articles on Linn County birds, as well as collected some birds, nests, and eggs, as was popular in his day. Then, in the 1960s, William (Bill) Thackaberry moved into Lebanon to a large farm where he recorded many birds new to Linn County. He continues to live there, adding to our knowledge of birds in the area.

It was into this relative birding void that I began to watch birds as a young teenager in 1972. While I actually lived north of Albany in Benton County, I did much birding in Linn County. My parents were not birders, but our family would often camp in Linn County amid the great trees while my father fished or panned for gold on Quartzville Creek or the upper reaches of the Calapooia River, and the family played in the river and enjoyed the sun-filled summers. I fished a bit, too, . . . until I discovered birds.

I moved into Albany in 1978 and married shortly thereafter. Oregon's economy—based primarily on forest products—was poor. In 1979 I moved to southern California to find work and get out of the rain. During this time a state organization, Oregon Field Ornithologists, grew out of the Southern Willamette Ornithological Club in Eugene. County listing became popular in Oregon, and birders began visiting Linn County on a regular basis. The number of bird watchers grew tremendously in the 1980s and several good birders now lived in Linn County. Oregon's economy improved and I moved back to Oregon in 1985, though not near Linn County.

About 1990 I began to think about compiling an annotated checklist of Linn County birds. Starting with my own numerous notes, I wrote to others requesting their Linn County records, and began to search some of the field notes in the literature. With the advent of the Internet mailing list, OBOL (Oregon Birders On-Line), reports came weekly of Linn County birds. And not just rare birds, but lists of rather common birds that were missing from the literature and filled in many blanks in my own records. The result, eventually, became the document you are reading.

Greg Gillson

June 10, 1998

Banks, Oregon

revised March 14, 1999

Beaverton, Oregon

Introduction to Linn County

Linn County is located in the middle of the Willamette Valley of western Oregon. It is 2,297 square miles in size. It is roughly rectangular in shape, 40 miles north to south, 60 miles east to west. The Willamette River forms the lower western edge, the higher eastern edge is at the crest of the Cascades. The North Santiam River forms most of the northern boundary.

Elevation ranges from about 200 feet at the mouth of the Santiam River to almost 10,500 feet on Mt. Jefferson, the second highest mountain in the state. 
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Major towns, rivers, mountains, and roads in Linn county

The principle industries include agriculture and food products, wood products, rare metals, and manufacturing. The 1995 population was 100,130.

Weather in Linn County, as in all of western Oregon, is influenced primarily by the Pacific Ocean, 60 miles from the western boundary of the county. Storms out of the southwest are frequent from October through March, with showery weather sometimes into June. The Coast Range, with elevations of  1-2000 feet (Marys Peak, Benton County, the highest point in the Coast Range at about 4000 feet) receives the brunt of the rainfall, with 80-100 inches of rain per year. Less than half that falls in Linn County.

 In the lowlands, snowfall may occur November through February, but occasionally a winter may go by with no snow sticking on the ground. In any event, it is rare for snow to remain on the ground for more than a few days. Ice storms occur every few winters, as wet Pacific storms over-ride and replace the rare multi-day subfreezing ground-air masses of mid-winter. The last day of frost may be in early April; spring starts in early March with willows (Salix Sp.) leafing out, and flowers and bushes—like red-flowering currants (Ribes sanguineum)—beginning to blossom. Showery weather continues into May, but drops in frequency. Summer weather starts in mid-June and may continue mostly dry and warm through September. Temperatures may reach 100° (F) in late August, though 80° (F) is about average high for the month.

The Cascades, with elevations of 6000 feet and more, receive more than 50 inches of precipitation annually (much in the form of snow). Occasionally winter snow pack at pass level exceeds 10 feet. Rarely, winters may be relatively mild with periods during winter with no snow pack below 3000 feet. Snow remains on the ground at 4500 feet into May most years, however. 

Habitat regions of Linn County

The two main habitat regions of the county are the low grasslands of the Willamette Valley, and the higher temperate rain forests on the western flanks of the Cascade mountain range. Within these two broad regions are other vegetation zones and microhabitats, such as western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) and Pacific silver fir (Abies amabilis) zones, riparian areas, grass seed fields, rocky outcroppings, and clear cuts.

One such rather unique microhabitat is the Hoodoo area. Here a pumice lava field, about 2 miles wide and 5 miles long,  has created an open lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta) forest more characteristic of the drier forests in the rain shadow of the east side of the Cascades. Each of these habitat regions and microhabitats has their own set of typical bird species.

The Willamette Valley region consists of grassy lowlands, calm rivers and creeks, agricultural fields, oak-covered knolls, and towns, all highly altered by man. This region ranges from about 200-600 feet of elevation, and makes up roughly the western 1/3 of the county. Albany, at 210 feet of elevation, receives 42.7 inches of rain annually, has an average low temperature in January of 33 degrees (F), and has an average high temperature in August of 80 degrees (F). The Willamette River serves as the county's western boundary, and lowest area. The North Santiam River is the north boundary of the county; the river from Lyons to the mouth at the Willamette River is in this lowland region. The Calapooia River and South Santiam River empty into the Willamette River after originating in the nearby Cascades. 
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Indian Head, an oak-covered knoll above the pastures and rye grass fields SW of Brownsville.

Perennial and annual rye grasses (Lolium perenne and L. multiflorum) are a major agricultural product, and much of the nation's grass seed is produced in the Willamette Valley. Sheep farms make up much of the remaining grassy lowlands. The original fire-climax grassland of the Willamette Valley disappeared with the demise of native Indians by disease early in the 19th Century. Since then, agriculture has kept a grassland—but an artificial one. However, many of the native grassland birds (i.e., Horned Larks, Western Meadowlarks, and Short-eared Owls) have suffered a decline in population. Nevertheless, recent population studies have found that, “the valley foothill edge between Brownsville and Coburg is the stronghold of meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, and to a lesser extent vesper sparrow abundance in the Willamette Valley.” (Bob Altman, pers. comm., 25 November 1997) In winter, these plowed or cut fields are concentration points for thousands of Killdeer, American Pipits, certain shorebirds, and numerous waterfowl, including thousands of Canada Geese and Tundra Swans. Red-tailed Hawks, Northern Harriers, American Kestrels, and Bald Eagles patrol these fields for mice, frogs, snakes, and injured waterfowl. 
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Overlooking Albany from Knox Butte.

Small knolls such as Peterson Butte and Knox Butte rise only a few hundred feet and the flanks are covered with Oregon white oak (Quercus garryana), Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia), bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum) and other deciduous trees. Mixed woods of Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) and oak may make up woodlots anywhere within this region. Acorn Woodpeckers are found only in mature oaks, and White-breasted Nuthatches are common. Woodlots hold an amazing variety of birds. The brushy areas provide cover for Spotted Towhees, California Quails, Bewick's Wrens, winter sparrow flocks, nesting Orange-crowned Warblers, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Black-capped Chickadees, Western Scrub-Jays, Northern Orioles, and Western Wood-Pewees, to name but a very few.

Riparian stream sides are lined with willow (Salix Sp.), black cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa), red alder (Alnus ruber), black hawthorn (Cretageous douglasii) and Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia). Himalayan and evergreen blackberries (Rubus discolor and R. lacinatus), wild rose (Rosa gymnocarpa), and other shrubs are abundant. Downy Woodpeckers, Cedar Waxwings, Mourning Doves, and Song Sparrows are common streamside birds. There are a few lakes and ponds in the lowlands that attract numbers of ducks and cormorants in winter. Marshes and natural wetlands are difficult to find in the county. The Tangent and Brownsville waste treatment wetlands attract Pied-billed Grebes, Red-winged Blackbirds, Common Yellowthroats, and Marsh Wrens, besides offering a location to search for migrant shorebirds and ducks.
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Waverly Lake, Albany.

Towns and residential areas have a good variety of birds, too. Most records for Anna's Hummingbirds come from feeders in town. Western Scrub-Jays, American Robins, Violet-green and Barn Swallows, European Starlings, and House Sparrows are well-adapted to human presence. Winter feeders hold Dark-eyed Juncos, House Finches, Pine Siskins, Black-capped Chickadees and many other seed eaters. Exotic plantings attract spring flocks of Evening Grosbeaks, and other birds.

The Western Cascades region blankets the foothills of the Cascades with conifers and includes most of the eastern two-thirds of the county. In general all areas above 600 feet of elevation are included. This is roughly east of a line extending from Lyons in the north, to Sweet Home in the south. Wet conifer forests with heavy underbrush and ferns, clearcuts, and riparian areas are included. The region blends with the lowlands in a mix of bigleaf maple and Douglas-fir between 600-800 feet. Detroit, across the North Santiam River in Marion County, at an elevation of 1564 feet, receives 51.5 inches of precipitation annually (mostly rain), has an average low temperature in January of 33 degrees (F), and has an average high temperature in August of 82 degrees (F). Some typical lowland species occur up river valleys and in clear cuts to 800 feet, but usually not farther. Foster Reservoir is in the blend area, as is John Neal Memorial Park in Lyons, but are considered here as in the Western Cascades region.
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Sunrise over Foster Reservoir.

This region contains two major vegetation zones. The western hemlock zone occurs between 600 and 3000 feet of elevation. Most of the timber harvesting is at this level, and much of this region is a patchwork of second-growth Douglas-fir and clear cuts. There is a heavy understory of shrubs, ferns, and smaller trees under most of the forested areas. The Willamette National Forest has responsibility for the forests on nearly the entire eastern half of the county. Included is the Middle Santiam roadless areas and several wilderness areas with extensive old-growth forests, some with trees 600 years or older. Huge trees may be 6 feet and more in diameter and up to 300 feet tall. The forest of the Middle Santiam Wilderness has one of the highest tree basal areas in the world. 

Western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) is the climax species. “Although large old-growth Douglas-firs dominate these forests, they are considered a part of the western hemlock zone because in the absence of disturbance Douglas-fir will be replaced eventually by hemlock. This process takes centuries. In the Northwest the decline of Douglas-fir is generally prevented by frequent fires, wind storms, fungi, or insect attacks.” (Paul Alaback, “What’s so special about old-growth forests”, in Julie Ambler and John Patt, editors. 1981. Guide to the Middle Santiam and Old Cascades.)
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Coffin Mt., on the Middle Santiam—a patchwork of old-growth forests and clear cuts.

Common birds of the dense forest include Steller's Jays, Winter Wrens, Dark-eyed Juncos, Chipping Sparrows, Common Ravens, Hammond's Flycatchers, Band-tailed Pigeons, Western Tanagers, Swainson's Thrushes, Hermit Warblers, Olive-sided Flycatchers, Varied Thrushes, and Blue Grouse. 

Clear cuts allow lowland birds to thrive. In fact, such clearings have provided refuge for species suffering declines in the lowlands, such as Western Bluebirds and Willow Flycatchers. Common birds for the first 10 years following a clear cut include House Wrens, Dark-eyed Juncos, Spotted Towhees, American Goldfinches, White-crowned Sparrows, Northern Flickers, Orange-crowned and MacGillivray's Warblers. Common plants that grow abundantly in clear cuts include Himalayan blackberry, red alder, and Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius).

[image: image7.jpg]



North Santiam River south of Marion Forks.

Riparian areas in this region include rushing mountain streams with American Dippers, Belted Kingfishers, Common Mergansers, Pileated Woodpeckers, Spotted Sandpipers, and Harlequin Ducks. Streamside trees include bigleaf maple, western redcedar (Thuja plicata), and red alder. These alder thickets hold amazing numbers of Swainson's Thrushes and Wilson's Warblers. Other common riparian birds are Black-headed Grosbeaks, Warbling Vireos, and Pacific-slope Flycatchers. Detroit, Foster, and Green Peter reservoirs provide winter habitat for diving ducks, loons, and grebes. Ospreys plunge feet-first for fish. Campgrounds and parks along the lakeshores make access to these lakes easy. Thus, many species of birds are detected. Detroit and Big Cliff dams were built in 1953; together they cover 3,500 acres. The main accesses to Big Cliff and Detroit reservoirs are on the Marion County side of the lakes, however. Green Peter and Foster dams were built in 1968; Green Peter Reservoir covers 3,720 acres while Foster Reservoir covers 1,220 acres.

The Pacific silver fir zone occurs at elevations of 3000-7000 feet that receive heavy snowpack. The climax trees are Pacific silver fir (Abies amabilis) and noble fir (Abies procera). Snowpack reduces the heavy underbrush so common in the western hemlock zone. Common shrubs include red huckleberry (Vaccinium parifolium), rhododendron (Rhododendron macrophyllum), and salal (Gaultheria shallon). This zone crowns the hilltops in the center of the county and extends to the eastern border. Gray Jays, Clark's Nutcrackers, Fox Sparrows, Hermit Thrushes, Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warblers, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Cassin's Finches, and Mountain Chickadees are common in this zone.

Fewer clear cuts exist in this zone because the true firs are not as valuable for timber. Nevertheless, wet boggy meadows, and rocky mountain ridge tops create many open areas. Such birds as Mountain Bluebirds, Rufous Hummingbirds, Dusky Flycatchers, and Townsend’s Solitaires favor these areas. Rock Wrens are found on the numerous rocky outcroppings and occasionally lower clear cuts.

Riparian areas are generally narrow and lined with willow and vine maple (Acer circinatum). Larger lakes in this zone have nesting Barrow's Goldeneyes. Bald Eagles search for fish in these lakes. There are campgrounds on the shores of all the larger lakes in this region.

Tombstone Pass on Highway 20 crosses the remains of the Old Cascades. The present Cascade Range, the High or New Cascades, is less than 1 million years old. The Old Cascades, however, are between 5 and 40 million years old. Remnants of the Old Cascades are about 15 miles west of the New Cascades. The Old Cascades were pyroclastic ash and lava. When the New Cascades filled the valleys with hard basalt and andesite up to 5 miles thick, and the ash of the Old Cascades peaks weathered away, the former mountains became valleys. The basalt-filled valleys remained to become the new ridge tops. (Ron Taskey, “Geology", in Julie Ambler and John Patt, editors. 1981. Guide to the Middle Santiam and Old Cascades.)

The Middle Santiam and Old Cascades contain relict plant communities that may be the most diverse in the Pacific Northwest. Bird communities here are likewise very rich and diverse. The list of conifers on Echo Mt. ridge includes: Pacific silver fir (Abies amabilis), grand fir (Abies grandis), white fir (Abies concolor), subalpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa), noble fir (Abies procera), Alaska cedar (Chamaecyparis nootkarensis), common juniper (Juniperus communis), Engelmann spruce (Picea engelmanni), western white pine (Pinus monticola), ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa), lodgepole or jack pine (Pinus contorta), Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), western yew (Taxus brevifolia), western redcedar (Thuja plicata), western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla), and mountain hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana). (Bob Frenkel and Phil Gezon, “Echo Mountain", in Julie Ambler and John Patt, editors. 1981. Guide to the Middle Santiam and Old Cascades.)
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Hoodoo (left) and Hayrick Buttes across the cinder field and open lodgepole pine forest.

The Hoodoo area is on the Santiam Pass at the Cascade summit at about 4500 feet of elevation. This unique area includes Hoodoo Ski Bowl, the cinder Hoodoo Butte and the basaltic Hayrick Butte, the pumice cinder field immediately to their south, Sand Mt., and the northwestern edge of Big Lake. Widely spaced lodgepole pines grow in the poor, well-drained soil. There is an understory of ceanothus (Ceanothus velutinus, C. cuneatus) and manzanita (Arctostaphylos nevadensis, A. pautla, A. uva-ursi), which is especially thick at the base of Hoodoo and Hayrick Buttes. Bird communities here more closely resemble those of the drier forest of the east slope of the Cascades. “East-side” birds that have reached the summit here include White-headed Woodpeckers, Pygmy Nuthatches, Green-tailed Towhees, and Williamson’s Sapsuckers. Fox Sparrows, Mountain Bluebirds, and Dusky Flycatchers are very common; Calliope Hummingbirds and Nashville Warblers are regular. White-winged Crossbills and Pine Grosbeaks have been reported rarely.

Big Lake is on the southeastern edge of the pumice field. The south and east sides of the lake are surrounded by Pacific silver fir, Engelmann spruce, and subalpine fir. Hermit Thrushes are abundant. Barrow’s Goldeneyes swim on the lake. Gray Jays and Clark’s Nutcrackers frequent the picnic areas searching for food scraps. Red Crossbills and Red-breasted Nuthatches are common. In 1968 a considerable portion of the area north of Big Lake burned, but it is well grown back now, primarily with lodgepole pine. Immediately following the burn Black-backed and Three-toed Woodpeckers were quite common, but they are less so today.
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Mt. Washington as viewed from the campground on Big Lake.

Hoodoo Ski Bowl receives 260 inches of snowfall annually. July and August can be hot during the day, but nights are generally cool. Similar habitat—lodgepole pine on well-drained cinder soils—exists down to Lost Lake and even down to Lava Lake (3300 feet) at the Santiam Junction. But there it is a blend region and birds at Lava Lake more closely resemble those typically found in the Pacific silver fir zone or even the western hemlock zone.

Timberline occurs above 6-7000 feet on the highest peaks: Mt. Jefferson (10,497 feet), Mt. Washington (7794 feet), and Three-fingered Jack (7841 feet). There are 5 permanent glaciers on Mt. Jefferson. Bird life is sparse, with only 2 or 3 species breeding above timberline: American Pipits, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches, and Horned Larks (possibly). Birds found right up to timberline include Gray Jays, Varied Thrushes, Clark's Nutcrackers, Common Ravens, and Mountain Bluebirds.

A quick comparison of some typical birds between the Willamette Valley region, western hemlock, and Pacific silver fir zones are as follows:

Willamette Valley region: Acorn Woodpecker, Western Scrub-Jay, Black-capped Chickadee, American Robin, Black-throated Gray Warbler, House Finch.

Western hemlock zone: Pileated Woodpecker, Steller's Jay, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Swainson's Thrush, Hermit Warbler, Purple Finch.

Pacific silver fir zone: Black-backed Woodpecker, Gray Jay, Mountain Chickadee, Hermit Thrush, Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler, Cassin's Finch.
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Major habitat regions and zones in Linn County.

History of Linn County

The Oregon Trail brought settlers to the Willamette Valley in the 1840s. Linn County was created in 1847. Originally it stretched from the North Santiam River to the California border. It was reduced to its present size in 1854. The largest town in the county, Albany, was created in 1848. It became the county seat in 1851. Transportation to Albany included steamboat in 1852, stage coach in 1860, and steam locomotive in 1871.

The Old Santiam Wagon Road was completed in 1868 between Sweet Home and Camp Polk (near present-day Sisters, Deschutes County). This road went through the nearly impenetrable ancient forests and tall mountains to connect the Willamette Valley with the ranches of central Oregon. The road followed Cache Creek up to Big Lake and over the summit to Fish Lake, where hundreds of wagons, hauling wool from eastern Oregon in the 1890s, would camp for the night. The route then followed the South Santiam River down to Mountain House, Lower Soda, and Sweet Home. The first automobile to cross the continent of North America used this route in 1905 (Percy Bush, Old Santiam Wagon Road, http://www.proaxis.com/~percyb/history.htm). The McKenzie Highway was completed from Eugene to Sisters in the 1920s and became the main road over the Santiam Pass until the Santiam Highway was completed in 1939 on basically the same route as the Old Santiam Wagon Road.

History of birding in Linn County

The above history of the county helps set up a frame of reference for the early birding records in Linn County.

Botanist David Douglas traveled extensively in Oregon in 1825-6. There were no White residents then in Linn County. Amused Indians called Douglas “Man of Grass,” as he showed interest only in collecting plants—not furs as the other Hudson Bay Company trappers. (John Muir. 1918. Steep Trails: California - Utah - Nevada - Washington - Oregon - The Grand Canyon. Edited by William Frederick Bade'.) Douglas set out by canoe from Fort Vancouver (near present-day Vancouver, Washington) on August 19, 1825. He canoed across the Columbia River, and up the Willamette River. Some time about August 28th he reached the mouth of the Santiam River, separating Marion and Linn Counties. Here Douglas recorded the first bird for Linn County—Band-tailed Pigeon. He collected, “2 females and 3 males of a fine species of pigeon; feet, legs, and part of the beak yellow, a white ring round the neck.” (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) [The birds were not obtained in Linn County on August 19th as Gabrielson and Jewett assert. Rather, the trip to Linn County started then. In fact, it is not entirely clear whether these birds were not taken near present day Newberg—40 miles from Linn County—where these birds were drinking from a mineral spring, and where Douglas spent “several days” with an Indian hunting party after arriving August 21.] Douglas undertook a travel to the Umpqua Valley, from September 20 to November 20, 1826, which brought him into Linn County again. He recorded an encounter with a grizzly bear, and an elk, on the way to the Umpqua Valley, but did not mention birds. Travel by horseback was difficult as the Indians regularly burned the grasslands—the ground was covered in charred wood, and grass for the horses was sparse. Douglas lost most of his Umpqua Valley specimens crossing the Santiam River on the way back to Fort Vancouver. ("Journal and letters of David Douglas” parts I-VI. 1904-5. Quarterly of the Oregon Historical Society. [Reprint of The Companion to the Botanical Magazine. London. 1836.]) 

Dr. John Strong Newberry, acting as Chief Scientist, while on a Government Survey for the Pacific Railway, passed through or along Linn County in 1855 (Baird, Cassin, and Lawrence. 1858. Reports of explorations and surveys, to ascertain . . . route for a railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, made . . . in 1853-6. Vol. IX. Part II. General report upon the zoology of the several Pacific Railroad routes. Birds.). No specific birds were recorded from Linn County, however.

Henry Wetherbee Henshaw was detained in Albany for several days following a flood that canceled stage and rail lines heading south. He shot a specimen of Horned Lark January 22, 1881 in Tangent (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)).

Dr. Albert Gregory Prill lived at Scio at the end of the 19th Century and beginning of the 20th Century. He collected specimens and wrote several articles on the birds of Linn County. Unfortunately, several of Prill's more unusual sightings are suspect—a Black-legged Kittiwake he collected turned out to be a Ring-billed Gull, for instance. However, Prill's rarest bird—a Yellow Rail collected in Scio—was examined and verified by Jewett.

Vernon Bailey briefly passed through Linn County September 28, 29, and October 1, 1909, recording 10 species for the Biological Survey (Special Reports, 1909). The ten species were: Killdeer, Mourning Dove, American Kestrel, Short-eared Owl, Burrowing Owl, Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Western Meadowlark, Brewer's Blackbird, and House Sparrow.

Jewett kept a card file of personal notes he took in Linn County in preparation for the 1940 publication of Oregon Birds with Gabrielson.

Thackaberry lives in Lebanon and began keeping bird notes from Linn County starting about 1965. He continues to live there on a large farm where he has detected over 200 species of birds. 

About 1968 the Audubon Society of Corvallis formed. Its newsletter, The Chat, regularly contains field notes from Linn, Benton, and Lincoln Counties. 

Gillson lived in or near Albany and kept extensive bird notes from 1972 to 1979. He birded Linn County occasionally after returning to Oregon in 1985. 

Bird studies and checklists

Dr. A. G. Prill provided the status of birds in the Scio region about 1900. These were printed in Arthur Roy Woodcock's 1902 thesis, “An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon.” Prill wrote “Some early winter birds of Linn Co., Oregon” (Oologist 8:63-64, 1891). It listed winter records for Great Blue Heron, Mallard, Turkey Vulture, American Kestrel, Blue Grouse, Ruffed Grouse, Mountain Quail, Common Snipe, Ring-billed Gull, Belted Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Gray Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Winter Wren, American Dipper, Western Bluebird, American Robin, Varied Thrush, Spotted Towhee, Song Sparrow, and Western Meadowlark. Included were two dubious records: Brant and Black-legged Kittiwake (labeled specimen is actually a Ring-billed Gull) (fide Jobanek (1997)). Prill wrote: “Winter birds of Linn County, Oregon” (Oologist 12:47-49, 1895). It listed all the birds in his 1891 list except Song Sparrow; and it included Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, Ring-necked Pheasant, Killdeer, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Horned Lark, Steller's Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Black-capped Chickadee, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Golden-crowned Kinglet, White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, and Purple Finch. This list included more dubious records of unusually high numbers or strange locations: Brant, Black-legged Kittiwake, Williamson's Sapsucker, White-headed Woodpecker, Northern Shrike, Pygmy Nuthatch, and White-winged Crossbill (Jobanek (1997)). Prill also wrote the following article (not examined by the author): “Bird records for Oregon” (Wilson Bulletin 49:119, 1937).

Stanley G. Jewett wrote an article “Some birds of the higher Cascades” (Mazama 5:170-173 (1917) fide Jobanek (1997)). It included details of a Sharp-shinned Hawk catching a Tree Swallow at Pamelia Lake in the summer of 1917. (Not examined by the author)

William (Bill) Thackaberry provided this author with a brief annotated list of Linn County birds in 1991. His list included about 230 species of birds that he had seen in the county, including many important records.

Fred Ramsey wrote a birding site guide to the Santiam Pass (Birding Oregon, 1978). It included only Barrow's Goldeneye for Lost Lake; and only four birds in the Hoodoo area: Three-toed and Black-backed Woodpecker, Clark's Nutcracker, and Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch.

Joe Evanich wrote a site guide to Hoodoo and the Santiam Pass (A Birder's Guide to Oregon, 1990). He named the common birds at Hoodoo and Lost Lake. Hoodoo list: Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Hammond's Flycatcher, Cassin's Vireo, Gray Jay, Clark's Nutcracker, Mountain Chickadee, Mountain Bluebird, Townsend's Solitaire, Hermit Thrush, Hermit Warbler, Townsend's Warbler, MacGillivray's Warbler, Western Tanager, Red Crossbill, Cassin's Finch, Pine Siskin, Evening Grosbeak. Lost Lake list: Barrow's Goldeneye, Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, Cassin's Vireo, Gray Jay, Steller's Jay, Mountain Chickadee, Hermit Thrush, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Hermit Warbler, Western Tanager, Chipping Sparrow, Cassin's Finch, Pine Siskin. The bird finding guide lists Bald Eagle and Northern Saw-whet Owl in this area as well.

Kelly Bettinger (1996) wrote her thesis on forest bird communities, based on her research in Detroit Ranger District forests, south of Detroit Res. in 1993. Her studies looked at bird presence in various stands of replanted Douglas-fir forests—from 5 to 34 years of age. Species which preferred stands less than 12 years old were: Willow Flycatcher, House Wren, Townsend's Solitaire, Mountain Bluebird, Western Bluebird, and White-crowned Sparrows. Species which preferred stands less than 20 years old were: Northern Flicker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Dusky Flycatcher, American Robin, Orange-crowned Warbler, Spotted Towhee, and Brown-headed Cowbird. Species which preferred forests at least 20 years old were: Ruffed Grouse, Hammond's Flycatcher, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Varied Thrush, and Yellow-rumped Warbler. Species which preferred forests at least 12 years old were: Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Swainson's Thrush, Hermit Warbler, and Wilson's Warbler. Species found throughout all forest age classes were: Rufous Hummingbird, Warbling Vireo, Steller's Jay, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, MacGillivray's Warbler, Western Tanager, and Dark-eyed Junco. Many other species were occasionally detected, but not often enough to discern a pattern. The most common species in stands 5-18 years old were: Rufous Hummingbird, Dusky Flycatcher, MacGillivray's Warbler, Spotted Towhee, and Dark-eyed Junco (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL).

The average first arrival date in the Corvallis area follows information from the Corvallis Audubon Society's newsletter, The Chat 27(6), February 1998, compiled by Alan McGie, which covers 27 years of bird arrivals in Linn and Benton counties. Species on that list with less than 5 years of data are not treated here as regular migrants. Those species (and first arrival/average arrival dates) are: Say's Phoebe (Jan. 7/Jan. 29), Horned Grebe (Feb. 3/Mar. 10), Black Swift (Mar. 30/Apr. 9), Long-billed Curlew (Mar. 18/Apr. 12), Palm Warbler (Apr. 12/Apr. 12), Willet (Apr. 3/Apr. 19), Whimbrel (Apr. 26/Apr. 26), Pectoral Sandpiper (Apr. 15/May 1), Red-eyed Vireo (Apr. 6/May 4), Marbled Godwit (May 9/May 14), Black-throated Sparrow (May 15/May 18), Lesser Golden-Plover (May 19/May 19), Black Tern (May 13/May 20), Black-chinned Hummingbird (May 20/May 20), Eastern Kingbird (May 23/Jun 7), American Redstart (Jul. 11/Jul. 11). 

Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) are sponsored by the National Audubon Society. All species detected in a count circle are counted and total numbers of individuals of each species are recorded. The count is in a circle 15 miles in diameter. The count date may be any single day within the time that includes three weekends from mid-December to early January. 

The entire Brownsville Christmas Bird Count is in Linn County. Six years of data from 1994-1999 have been summarized in the species accounts. Frequency is the percentage of the counts on which the species was recorded. Average is the average number of individuals seen during the 6 years, including years when none were recorded. The most abundant birds (and average number) in the count circle during the first 5 years of the count were: European Starling (6468), Northern Pintail (1347), Dark-eyed Junco (1303), American Crow (1144), Killdeer (1121), Tundra Swan (781), Brewer's Blackbird (768), American Robin (680), Dunlin (651), Green-winged Teal (623), Canada Goose (613), American Wigeon (585), and Golden-crowned Kinglet (582).

A portion of the Corvallis Christmas Bird Count is in Linn County. Five years of Linn County data from 1976 to 1980 have been summarized in the species accounts. Frequency is the percentage of the counts on which the species was recorded. Average is the average number of individuals seen during the 5 years, including years when none were recorded.

The Santiam Pass CBC began in January 1997; though a preliminary “trial run” count was run outside the count period in January 1996. About half the count circle is in Linn County and includes Maxwell Butte Sno-Park as well as Big, Clear, Lava, and Lost lakes.

A count was conducted December 21, 1918 at Sodaville (Leslie Haskins, Bird-Lore 21:47-48 (1919) fide Jobanek (1997)). The total was 23 species and 1783 individuals “by way of Waterloo, and Berlin, to Scott Creek Ford, with team [of horses], twelve miles and return.” Species: Cooper's Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Belted Kingfisher, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Steller's Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Bewick's Wren, Winter Wren, American Dipper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Western Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, Spotted Towhee, Song Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Western Meadowlark, Red Crossbill.

The Corvallis Audubon Society conducted a Summer Bird Count (SBC) on June 13, 1972 (Chat 2(1)). It was conducted in the same manner and area as the Corvallis CBC. The total birds counted in the Linn County portion of the count circle are listed in the species accounts.

The Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey was conducted 5 years during the mid 1990s. It was originated by the Point Reyes Bird Observatory, and continued by the US Fish & Wildlife Service and the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife. Tom Mickel coordinated the volunteer effort. E-mail: <tamickel@juno.com>. Rebecca Goggans of ODFW has the data currently.

The North American Migration Count is a volunteer count held on the second Saturday of May. Counters are organized by county. The purpose is to reveal the status of bird migration across North American on a single day. However, all birds and numbers of each species are counted. The National Coordinator is Jim Stasz <jlstasz@aol.com>. Later a fall migration count was added on the third Saturday in September.

The Bird Banding Laboratory issues permits and keeps data on birds banded and recovered in North America. The BBL may be reached at: USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Bird Banding Laboratory, 12100 Beech Forest Road, Laurel, MD 20708-4037. Records are located by 10-minute latilong blocks and dated in 5 day blocks. Sex and age are often recorded. “Local” birds include all birds too young to maintain sustained flight, and I have labeled them “nestlings/fledglings” in the species accounts.

Breeding Bird Surveys were originated by the United States Fish & Wildlife Service to monitor roadside bird population changes in North America. Routes are 24.5 miles long and have 50 stops spaced at half-mile intervals. All birds seen or heard are recorded during a 3-minute stop. Routes are run in June and must be completed by 10 o'clock a.m. Currently, the U.S. Geological Survey has oversight of the BBS. Results are available from: Breeding Bird Survey, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, 12100 Beech Forest Road, Laurel, MD 20708. E-mail: <keith_pardieck@nbs.gov>

The Cool Camp Breeding Bird Survey is mostly within the Pacific silver fir zone of the Western Cascades region. The count originates at Cool Camp near Iron Mt., then makes its way to Lava Lake. Twenty-two counts are summarized between 1968 and 1992. The most common birds of this survey (and average number detected) are: Swainson's Thrush (61), Dark-eyed Junco (38), Hermit Warbler (33), Olive-sided Flycatcher (20), Fox Sparrow (20), Common Nighthawk (19), Varied Thrush (18), Western Tanager (17), MacGillivray's Warbler (17), Red-breasted Nuthatch (15), American Robin (13), Steller's Jay (12).

The Scio Breeding Bird Survey originates in Linn County on the edge of the Western Cascades/Willamette Valley regions. From Scio, the route goes to Lyons. From there the end of the survey route travels into Marion County but, nevertheless, gives an accurate picture of the relative abundance of bird life in this area. Twelve years of count data are summarized between 1971 and 1992. The most common birds of this survey (and average number detected) are: American Robin (59), Swainson's Thrush (44), European Starling (33), American Crow (30), White-crowned Sparrow (27), American Goldfinch (24), Song Sparrow (23), Brewer's Blackbird (23), Violet-green Swallow (22), Barn Swallow (18), Cedar Waxwing (16).

The Santiam Breeding Bird Survey (Route 903) was a special route run in 1994 and 1995. It runs from Idanha to Mt. Bruno, and to the Quartzville area.

The Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas Project was a volunteer effort contributed to by over 500 persons. The Atlas Project originated in 1994 to create an atlas of nesting birds in Oregon during the years 1995-1999. The state was divided into over 400 hexagons about 15 miles across. Hexagons were chosen to match the biodiversity database of the Oregon Natural Heritage Program and to increase the opportunities for financial support. Furthermore, a priority square 5 km on a side is located in the southeast corner of each hexagon. This 25 sq. km square within each hexagon complies with the standard published by the North American Ornithological Atlas Committee. All birds breeding within the hexagon and the priority square were sought. Breeding activities are determined with 3 levels of certainty. “Possible” means that a bird was seen in the breeding season in suitable breeding habitat on only one occasion at one location; “probable” is more certain, with evidence such as a pair of birds, territorial behavior, or singing males in the same location more than once; “confirmed” is evidence such as a nest, carrying nesting material, food, or fecal sacs, or newly fledged young. Six hexagons and their associated priority squares are entirely, or primarily, in Linn County: Albany (Sodaville square) (26860), Lyons (Snow Peak square) (26752), Foster Res. (Menear’s Bend square) (26753), Quartzville (Galena Mt. square) (26644), Upper Soda (Tidbits Mt. square) (26645), and Middle Santiam (Lava Lake square) (26535) BBA hexagons. Three more hexagons are primarily in Linn County, but the priority squares are located in Lane County: Brownsville (26861), Upper Calapooia (26754), and Clear Lake (26536) BBA hexagons. There are also four hexagons which lie primarily outside Linn County, but their priority squares are in Linn County: Idanha (26534), Green’s Bridge (Jefferson) (26859), Corvallis (26966), and Shedd (26967) BBA hexagons. Unfortunately, the biologically interesting Hoodoo area is in a hexagon that includes primarily the ponderosa pine forests of Jefferson and Deschutes County and can't be used to determine Linn County birds.
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Breeding Bird Atlas boundaries (1995-1999).

Selected published records not used

American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) Listed in Summers and Miller. 1993. Preliminary Oregon County Checklists. [unable to verify sighting]

Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) Listed in Summers and Miller. 1993. Preliminary Oregon County Checklists. [unable to verify sighting]

Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) Listed in Summers and Miller. 1993. Preliminary Oregon County Checklists. [unable to verify sighting]

Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) specimen found dead December 16, 1890 on the Santiam River (Albert Prill, Oologist 8:63-64, 1891). [actual specimen is a Ring-billed Gull (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940))]

Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus) 4 on October 11, 1983 that remained two weeks at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 7(4) and Chat 11(3)). [not on official State list]

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) 1 reported in mid-April 1999 in North Albany, Linn County (fide Jerry Lear, Oregon Birds 25(4). [North Albany is actually in Benton County.]

Oak Titmouse (Baeolophus inornatus) Listed in Summers and Miller. 1993. Preliminary Oregon County Checklists. [unable to verify sighting]

Several other published and non-published records of known Linn County birds were not used as well. These included large numbers of Western Sandpipers in winter; flocks of Brant, accounts of Northern Shrikes as abundant in the mountains; a listing of “common” birds which included: Williamson's Sapsucker, White-headed Woodpecker, Pygmy Nuthatch, and White-winged Crossbill. Also not used were old and unambiguous references to Silver Pheasant, Golden Pheasant, and Sky Lark.

Birds recorded in Benton County, which might reasonably be expected in Linn County (Herlyn 1997).

American White Pelican, Snowy Egret, Ross’s Goose, Emperor Goose, Tufted Duck, Marbled Godwit, Red Knot, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Long-tailed Jaeger, Black-legged Kittiwake, White-throated Swift, Blackpoll Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting.

Public lands

The Willamette National Forest contains 1.6 million acres in western Oregon. It is the top timber producing forest of the 156 National Forests in the country. The Sweet Home and Detroit Ranger Districts are in Linn County. Within the Willamette National Forest are several Wilderness Areas; four in (or mostly in) Linn County: 

Mt. Jefferson Wilderness contains 111,177 acres between 3,000-10,497 feet of elevation. There are 150 lakes in the Wilderness. There are 190 miles of hiking trails, including 40 miles of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail.

Menagerie Wilderness contains 5,033 acres between 1,600-3,900 feet of elevation. There are many rock pinnacles—each named for an animal. Rooster Rock is the most well known. The two trails in this Wilderness lead to Rooster Rock.

Middle Santiam Wilderness contains 8,542 acres between 1,600-5,022 feet of elevation. This Wilderness is a huge old-growth forest. Trails lead to McQuade Creek, Gordon Peak, and Chimney Peak.

Mt. Washington Wilderness contains 52,516 acres between 3,000-7,794 feet of elevation. There are 28 lakes in the Wilderness. The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail crosses 16 miles through the Wilderness from Big Lake to Dee Wright Observatory
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Annotated checklist of the birds of Linn County

Format of species accounts

The narratives for most regular species in the accounts are preceded by a one sentence summary of the status of Linn County birds by Prill (in Woodcock (1902)) and by Thackaberry (pers. comm., 1991). Prill's comments are primarily restricted to the Scio area in the Willamette Valley region. Good optics and birding field guides were lacking then, so most birds were only accepted by “collecting"—shooting and identifying with museum keys. Some of Prill's sight records of unusual birds are therefore dubious (Jobanek, George A. 1993. “The Reliability of Dr. Albert G. Prill.” Oregon Birds 19(2):44-45). Collecting bird nests and eggs was popular then, so there are several references to sets of eggs in Prill's commentary. Thackaberry's farm is near Lebanon; the area he normally covers for the Corvallis Christmas Bird Count is in Linn County near Peoria; he has run the Cool Camp Breeding Bird Survey since 1968, which originates near Iron Mt. and terminates near Lava Lake.

Each species account begins with a brief introductory paragraph. In it the general status and distribution of the bird in the county is given. Included are the primary habitat preferences, and first and last migration dates, as appropriate.

Following the county-wide status are separate paragraphs detailing the status and distribution of the species in each major habitat region where it appears—Willamette Valley region, Western Cascades region (including western hemlock and Pacific silver fir zones), Hoodoo area, and areas above timberline. Specific records of birds in each habitat region are documented, giving high numbers, first/last migration dates, breeding evidence, and other significant details where relevant. Breeding status, as determined from the Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas Project, is included when available. The source of the information is provided. 

When applicable, the regional accounts are followed by spring migration arrival dates, Summer Bird Count data (SBC), Breeding Bird Survey summaries (BBS), and Christmas Bird Count results (CBC).

Abbreviations

BBA—Breeding Bird Atlas. See “Bird studies and checklists."

BBS—Breeding Bird Survey. See “Bird studies and checklists."

CBC—Christmas Bird Count. See “Bird studies and checklists."

NAMC—North American Migration Count. See “Bird studies and checklists."

OBOL—Oregon Birders On-Line. A public Internet e-mail list about wild birds in Oregon.

ODFW—Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Pers. comm.—Personal communication. Indicates I personally communicated with the observer. See “Acknowledgments."

Pers. notes—Used for my own personal notes, and also Stanley Jewett's notes provided by Range Bayer.

Res.—Reservoir

SBC—Summer Bird Count. See “Bird studies and checklists."

USF&WS—United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

USGS—United States Geologic Survey. See “Bird studies and checklists."

WVSS—Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey. See “Bird studies and checklists."

Abundance terms

In general, the relative abundance terms in the narrative are based more on the frequency of sightings than on actual populations. 

Abundant: hundreds or more seen daily. 

Common: many seen daily. 

Uncommon: few in numbers or secretive. Not always found during a day of searching, even though they are undoubtedly present.

Rare: very low numbers and few sightings, but individuals can be expected from time to time, or even annually.

Vagrant: few records. Occurrence usually unpredictable.

Occupancy terms

Resident: the same individual birds live year-round in the county.

Migrant: occur primarily spring and/or fall in the county, but most individuals do not normally spend more than a few days.

Summer resident: a migratory bird that breeds in the county in summer.

Summer visitor: found in the county in summer, but does not usually spend the winter. Does not usually breed.

Winter visitor: found in the county during winter, but does not usually remain to spend the summer.

Breeding: lays eggs and raises young in the county.

Irregular: not present annually. May occur several years in a row, then be absent for a period of time.

Cyclical: not present annually—but at regular intervals—usually based on varying abundance of food, such as rodents (Snowy Owl) or cone crops (Pine Grosbeak, White-winged Crossbill).

Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata)
Vagrant. One record: November 15, 1996 at Foster Res. (Rich Hoyer, Jr., fide Jamie Simmons, OBOL). Two records in Benton Co. in December and April (Herlyn 1997).

Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica)

Vagrant. Five records: 1 from October 27 to November 14, 1999 on Big Lake (Dave Irons, Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on November 7, 1999 on Linn Co. side of Detroit Res. (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); November 12, 1994 on the Linn Co. side of Detroit Res. (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 1 on November 17, 1999 on Foster Res. (Dave Irons, OBOL); January 10, 1997 on a pond on Bond Butte Road near Mt. Tom (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Five records in Benton Co. in November and December (Herlyn 1997).

Common Loon (Gavia immer)

Thackaberry (1991): “One seen on Big Lake in May 1980. Have seen several migrating over the farm & I do remember seeing one in the Santiam river about 20 yrs ago. . . . They aren't uncommon at Foster Res."

Uncommon migrant, spring (especially April) and fall, on deeper lakes. Rare winter visitor. Rare summer visitor. Earliest: September 2, latest: May.

Rare winter visitor on deeper lakes in the Willamette Valley region. Two records: 2 on February 7, 1978 at Waverly Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 2, 1983 on the Willamette River NE of Corvallis (G. Anderson, Chat 13(2)).

Uncommon migrant and rare winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: 5 on April 11, 1999 on Foster Reservoir (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 5 on October 28, 1999 on Foster Res. (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Early date: September 1983 at Foster Res. (Rick and Jan Krabbe, Chat 13(2)). Late date: 1 on April 24, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Rare summer visitor: 1 in non-breeding plumage on June 7, 1998 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, Oregon Birds 25(1), pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. 1 in May 1980 at Big Lake (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 3 on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.); 1-6 birds from 11 October to 13 November, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Jeff Harding, Dave Irons, OBOL). 

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)

Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common all year."

Common resident in marshy lakes and ponds. 

Common resident on still waters in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 30 on December 22, 1996 at Cheadle Lake at Lebanon (Roger Robb, OBOL). Breeding: 2 striped juveniles August 3, 1998 on Seven Mile Lane sewage ponds near Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); adult feeding 3 striped juveniles on August 12, 1998 at Simpson Park (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 2 adults and 3 tiny chicks on September 18, 1999 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 striped juvenile on September 24, 1997 on Tangent sewage ponds (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); large fledglings on October 13, 1999 at Simpson Park, Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Uncommon resident on lakes in the Western Cascades region. Winter: 3 on January 1, 1999 on Clear Lake (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Summer: 1 on April 18, 1987 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on April 22, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 2 adults and 1 young on September 16, 1999 on Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Rare visitor in the Hoodoo area. Two records: 5 on January 6, 1996 on Big Lake (fide Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 2 on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.3, Maximum: 2

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 2.0, Maximum: 3

Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few on Foster Res."

Rare migrant and winter visitor on deeper lakes. Earliest: September 12, latest: March 16.

Rare migrant and winter visitor on lakes in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 2 on February 8, 1978 on Waverly Lake in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on December 15, 1998 NE of Albany (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Early date: 1 on September 12, 1978 on Waverly Lake in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on March 16, 1999 at the Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Rare migrant and winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: 31 on October 8, 2000 on Foster Res. (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm., Oregon Birds 27(1)). Early date: 3 on October 1, 2000 on Clear Lake (Roy Gerig, Oregon Birds 27(1)). Late date: 2 on March 6, 1993 on Foster Res. (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); 1 on March 14, 1999 on Foster Res. (Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(4)).

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. 1 on September 16, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 1-4 birds on October 11-13, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Jeff Harding, OBOL); 2-6 birds on October 12-13, 2000 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Mark Nikas, OBOL).

Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena)
Thackaberry (1991): “[A few on Foster Res.]"

Vagrant or rare migrant on deeper lakes. Two records in Benton County in November and January (Herlyn 1997). Earliest: October 16, latest: April 17.

Rare migrant on lakes in the Willamette Valley region. Two records: 1 on October 16, 1976 on Waverly Lake in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on April 17, 1982 in Albany (Steve Gordon, Oregon Birds 8(2)).

Rare migrant on lakes in the Western Cascades region. At least one record: unrecorded dates on Foster Res. (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis)
Rare migrant and winter visitor on deeper lakes. Earliest: late September or early October, latest: April 4.

Rare migrant and winter visitor on lakes in the Willamette Valley region. Five records: 1 in late September or early October 1985 at Edwards Pond in Albany (John Anderson, pers. comm.); December 26, 1976 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on December 28, 1996 on the Brownsville CBC; 1 on February 13, 1996 on the Halsey sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on April 4, 1965 in Albany (Dan Heyerly, pers. comm.).

Rare migrant and winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on October 16, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. 1-4 birds from September 30 to November 11, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Mark Nikas, pers. comm., Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on October 18, 2000 on Big Lake (Roy Gerig, Oregon Birds 27(1)). 

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Regular on Foster Res. Saw one for Corvallis Xmas count years ago."

Common winter visitor and uncommon migrant on deeper lakes and rivers. Earliest: July 27, latest: May 25.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor on deeper waters in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 2 on November 4, 1975 and February 7, 1978 on Waverly Lake at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 2 on October 6, 1997 on Willamette River near Corvallis (Jamie Simmons, OBOL). Late date: 1 on March 4, 1978 at Waverly Lake, Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Common winter visitor and uncommon migrant on deep lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: about 100 on November 11, 1990 on Detroit Lake near Southshore Campground (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.). Early date: July 27, 1990 at Clear Lake (Don Hall, pers. comm.). Late date: 1 from May 11-25, 1996 at Foster Res. (David Bailey, Oregon Birds 22(4); Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). 

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. 1-3 birds from October 11 to November 13, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on October 14, 2000 on Big Lake (Mark Nikas, OBOL).

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 33%, Average: 0.3, Maximum: 1

Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii)

Vagrant. Split from Western Grebe in 1983. Two records: 1 on November 3, 2000 in Tangent (Marcia Cutler, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)); 1 on November 11, 1990 on Detroit Res. at Southshore Campground (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.).

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 

Vagrant. One record. 1 on July 13, 1991 flying along the Willamette River near Albany (Rich Hoyer, Sr., Chat 21(1)).

Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus)

Thackaberry (1991): “Becoming more abundant. Always seems to be some below Foster Dam. Had one on the farm."

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes and rivers, fall through spring. Perhaps rare summer visitor. Recent sightings more frequent and of higher numbers. Earliest: July 27, latest: May 10.

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes and rivers in the Willamette Valley region. Formerly less common: only 2 birds were reported on a single Corvallis CBC between 1976 and 1980. High numbers: about 250 on November 2, 1997 as they flew down the Willamette River at Corvallis at dusk (Matt Hunter, OBOL); 106 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); a flock of 100 in Albany on November 19, 1998 (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Early date: 7 on August 12, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on August 20, 1995 near Harrisburg (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Late date: 2 on May 8, 1999 in Linn Co. for NAMC (1 in Simpson Park Albany) (fide Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 3 on May 10, 1998 at Lebanon (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. Two recorded observations: July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 on November 23, 1995 at Foster Res. (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 2.3, Maximum: 13

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.4, Maximum: 2

American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one for Corvallis Xmas count years ago & one at a drained log pond near home last year."

Uncommon and secretive summer resident in lowland marshes (March-November). Rare in winter.

Uncommon summer resident and rare winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. Early date: 1 on March 1, 1973 along Courtney Creek near Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 2(9)). Late date: 1 “seized by Steele,” evidently a game warden confiscating an illegally hunted bird on November 10, 1920. Winter records: Found once on the Linn County portion of the Corvallis CBC (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.);  1 flying over town on December 6, 1978 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Rare summer resident in wetlands in the Western Cascades region. One record: a singing bird July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 16/April 6

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “There is an old established rookery about two miles from the farm."

Common resident along lower lakes and rivers; fields in winter. Breeds in small colonies in tall trees. Occasional visitor on higher lake shores and wetlands any time of year.

Common resident along waterways and open fields in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 35 on December 18, 1979 on the Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)). Breeding: 7 nestlings/fledglings banded between May 21-25, 1963 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 2 nestlings/fledglings banded between May 1-5, 1968 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 3 nest colony: courtship display January 30, 2 herons in nest February 13, copulation March 8, incubation March 20, abandoned by May 11, 1994 at nest across from Corvallis (Bayer 1994); two rookeries on March 25, 1999 with total of 11 nests of which 5 occupied S of Peoria (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident along larger lakes and uncommon along streams within the western hemlock zone. Breeding season: 1 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Rare winter visitor along lakes in the Pacific silver fir zone: 1 on January 3, 1998 at Clear Lake on the Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.); 1 on September 5, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); 1 on November 18, 1990 on Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Rare visitor in the Hoodoo area. 2 on July 24, 2000 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on August 18, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 16, 1999 roosting in pine at Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 3

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 67%, Average: 1.0, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 9.3, Maximum: 12

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 20, Maximum: 35

Great Egret (Ardea alba)

Uncommon migrant and rare to uncommon winter visitor in lowland marshes. Has increased locally since the 1970s (Herlyn 1997). Earliest: July 27, latest: May 16.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 13 on February 16, 1999 W of Millersburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 8 on September 27, 1998 and 10 on September 29, 1998 at ponds at Brownsville exit off I-5 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early dates: 1 on July 27, 1999 near Brownsville exit from I-5 (Dan Heyerly, OBOL); 1 on August 2, 1998 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Dan Heyerly, OBOL); 1 on August 8, 1973 at Colorado Lake, east of Corvallis (Jacques Forest, Chat 3(1)). Late date: 1 on April 25, 1998 off White Oak Drive east of Corvallis (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on May 16, 1999 at Snagboat Bend S of Peoria (Roy Gerig, OBOL).

Rare migrant on shorelines in Pacific silver fir zone. One record: 1 on July 27, 1986 at Clear Lake (Kent and Sharon Rodecap, Oregon Birds 13(1)).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.3, Maximum: 2

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
Vagrant. Six late fall/early winter records. Single birds: October 29, 1994 at Albany (Skip Russell, Oregon Birds 21(2)); November 12, 1980 east of Corvallis (Rick Krabbe, Oregon Birds 7(1)); November 12, 1999 near Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); November 13, 1979 north of Harrisburg (James Kroph, Oregon Birds 6(1)); November-December 1990 in Albany (photo in Albany Democrat-Herald fide Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); December 3, 1975 at Harrisburg (Oregon Birds 18(5)). About 7 records in Benton Co. in fall and winter, with 1 spring record (Herlyn 1997).

Green Heron (Butorides virescens)
Thackaberry (1991): “Hard to find but regular, mostly in summer."

Uncommon summer resident (April-September) and rare winter visitor along lower elevation rivers and wetlands.

Uncommon summer resident and rare winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 8 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Jeff Harding and Paul Adamus, pers. comm.); 7 on July 19, 1978 on 7 miles of Willamette River downstream from Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: December 21, 1982 on the Corvallis CBC (Chat 12(5)); 1 during count week of December 21, 1999 on Corvallis CBC (fide Paula Vanderheul, pers. comm.); a bird perhaps seen twice: January 31, 1982 (Arnie and Debbie Martin, Chat 11(6)) and February 8, 1982 (Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 11(7)) at Peoria; 1 on February 14 and 23, 1998 at Simpson Park, Albany (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL; Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). Breeding: pair building nest May 11, 1996 south of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); immature seen July 10, 1979 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); immature seen August 2, 1998 at Three Lakes south of Albany (Dan Heyerly, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident along lower streams in the Western Cascades region. High number: “several” on September 13, 1981 on the North Santiam River (Jeanine Riazance, Chat 11(1)). Early date: 1 on May 8, 1999 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 26, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “possible” in Lyons and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 1

Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
Rare summer visitor in wetlands. Four records: 1 on April 12 and 15, 1999 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Jeff Harding, Mark Nikas, OBOL); during breeding season of 1995 or 1996 in Foster Reservoir Breeding Bird Atlas hexagon; 2 in August 1986 flying over and calling at night south of Albany (Rick Krabbe, pers. comm.); 1 on September 17, 2000 in south Albany (Shirley Pierce, fide Joel Geier, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)). Breeding status: “possible” in Foster Res. and Brownsville BBA hexagons.

White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi)
Spring vagrant. 26 on June 1, 2000 on Doerfler’s pond (Bog Lake) east of Corvallis (Jeff Harding, Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(4)).

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)

Prill (1902): “Common."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common from Feb-Oct."

Common summer resident on the valley floor and openings in the foothills (February-October). Rare in winter (November-January 15). 

Common summer resident over fields in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 156 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Early dates: 1 on January 22, 1996 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, Oregon Birds 22(3)); 1 on January 23, 1999 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on February 5, 1988 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 14(4)); 1 on February 5, 1989 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, Oregon Birds 15(3)). Late dates or winter: November 4, 1984 at Albany (Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 11(1)); November 12, 1988 (Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 15(2)); 2 on December 20, 1890 at Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 8:63-64 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)); 1 on December 31, 1986 (fide Mark Egger, Oregon Birds 13(3)). Breeding: nest found at base of burned out tree on June 1, 1931 near Scio, first egg hatched June 24, second June 27 (Albert Prill, Oologist 48:149-152, 164-167 (1931) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Corvallis and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Common summer resident in clearings in the forests in the Western Cascades region. High numbers: 10 on April 22-23, 1978 and 10 on June 24, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 1 on March 16, 1999 at Green Peter Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 4 on March 22, 1987 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date 1 on October 16, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 1 on July 29, 1999 soaring near the top of Mt. Washington (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha, Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Rare summer visitor over the Hoodoo area. Four recorded observations: June 4, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); June 27, 1979 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on August 5, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 22/February 22

Corvallis SBC (1972): 22

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 14%, Average: 0.18, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 75%, Average: 1.5, Maximum: 5

Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus)
Thackaberry (1991): “When the fields flood they disperse into the fields out our way but mainly winter in the Peoria area."

Abundant winter visitor in short grass fields. Earliest: September 9, latest: May 8.

Abundant winter resident in flooded fields and wetland edges near Peoria and Halsey in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 3-4,000 on January 18, 1993 in the Halsey-Peoria area (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); 1468 on December 28, 1996 on the Brownsville CBC. Early date: about a dozen on November 14, 1998 flew over Albany (Don Boucher, OBOL); November 16, 1982 at Peoria (Rick Krabbe, Chat 12(4)). Late date: 3 on April 7, 1999 W of Halsey (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late singles which may be injured or sick: 1 “very late” on April 24, 1996 on the Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on May 2, 1987 at Brownsville (Donna Lusthoff, Oregon Birds 13(4)); 1 from April 7 to May 8, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, Greg Gillson, pers. comm.). Probable “Bewick’s” race: 1 on January 7, 1999 between Harrisburg and Halsey (Craig Miller, OBOL).

Rare migrant in the Western Cascades region. Two records: flock on September 9, 1979 flying over the forest (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 2 on October 28, 1999 on Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 655, Maximum: 1468

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 52, Maximum: 125

Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator)
Thackaberry (1991): “A flock of 10-12 birds flew over the farm in Feb 1975. I identified them by call. I'm not too proud of this record."

Rare winter visitor in lowland fields. Earliest: December 22, latest: early March.

Rare winter visitor in large grass fields in the Willamette Valley region. Seven records: 1 on December 22, 1998 north of Tangent on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 1 on December 23, 1981 at Halsey (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 11(5)); 1 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 1 from January 2-3, 2000 near Halsey (Paula Vanderhuel, fide Jeff Harding, Jamie Simmons, OBOL); 1 on January 7, 1999 between Harrisburg and Halsey (Craig Miller, OBOL); flock of 10-12 in February 1975 flying over Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.);  2 from February 21 to early March 1982 north of Harrisburg (Roger Robb, pers. comm.; Steve Gordon, Chat 11(7), Oregon Birds 8(2)).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)
Thackaberry (1991): “Abundant during migration, a few winter."

Uncommon over-flying migrant, and winter visitor in lowland fields. Earliest: September 16, latest: May 4.

Uncommon migrant—most fly over without landing—in the Willamette Valley region. Perhaps more common than current records indicate. Uncommon winter visitor in fields mixed in with Canada geese flocks; or even with domestic ducks in urban settings. High number: 20-22 on February 20-21, 1999 south of Hwy 228 at Center School Road (Jeff Harding, Roger Robb, OBOL); 18-20 on September 20, 1998 at Tangent sewage ponds (Dan Heyerly, Jeff Fleischer, OBOL, pers. comm.); 17 on February 1, 1999 SW of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early date: 2 on September 20, 1997 on the Scio sewage ponds (Jeff Harding, Chat 27(2)); 2 on September 21, 1999 near Peoria (Trent Bray, OBOL). Late date: 2 on April 26, 1998 at Daniel's Field pond east of Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 3 on May 4, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Described as common migrant in Benton Co. with flocks numbering in the hundreds, especially in April and early May (Herlyn 1997).

Rare migrant over the Western Cascades region. Four records: 1 on September 16, 1994 at Lost Lake (Matt Hunter, pers. comm.); 2 on September 17, 1998 on Carmen Res. (Bruce Newhouse, OBOL); 4 on October 13, 2000 on Trail Bridge Res. (Mark Nikas, OBOL); 11 on October 13, 2000 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, OBOL).

Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens)
Thackaberry (1991): “[Abundant during migration, a few winter.] I'm surprised you haven't listed them."

Uncommon fall migrant over all areas and rare winter visitor in lowland fields. Earliest: October 2, latest: May 9.

Uncommon fall migrant over the Willamette Valley region. Rare winter visitor in fields. Probably more common than current records indicate. Six recorded observations:  50-60 on October 2, 1992 flying over Tangent (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); 1 on October 18, 1996 southeast of Peoria (Anthony Floyd, fide Marcia Cutler, OBOL); 2 on January 1, 1981 (near Peoria) (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 7 on January 3, 2000 west of Lebanon (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on February 21-22, 1999 near Dever-Conner (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 1 on May 9, 1998 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Described as uncommon migrant and winter visitor, October-March, in Benton Co. with occasional small flocks overhead (Herlyn 1997).

Rare fall migrant over Western Cascades region, resting on lakes. Three records: 10 on October 2, 1992 on Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); 1 on October 13, 2000 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)); 29 on November 18, 1990 resting on Foster Res. (Hendrik Herlyn, Oregon Birds 17(2), Chat 20(4)); 

Brant (Branta bernicla)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter.” 
Vagrant One record: 1 shot December 4, 1890 [near Sweet Home?] (Albert Prill, Oologist 8:63-64 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)). About 15 records in Benton Co. (Herlyn 1997).

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Population exploding. Will be a nuisance."

Abundant migrant and winter visitor (September-April); uncommon resident; primarily in lowland fields and wetlands. Several subspecies: large light-breasted Western (B. c. moffitti) is an uncommon resident; tiny Cackling (B. c. minima) is an abundant migrant and common to uncommon winter visitor; dark-breasted Dusky (B. c. occidentalis) is a common winter visitor; and the gray-breasted Taverner's (B. c. taverneri) is an abundant migrant and winter visitor. Other subspecies are possible—light-breasted Lesser (B. c. parvipes) reported; neck-collared Vancouver (B. c. fulva) and Aleutian (B. c. leucopareia) should be looked for.

Abundant migrant and winter visitor, and uncommon resident, in lowland fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 24,900 on December 21, 1999 on Corvallis CBC (fide Paula Vanderheul, pers. comm.); 13,000 on January 1, 1981 (near Peoria?) (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 11,999 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 11, 993 on December 23, 1997 on the Corvallis CBC; 10,000 on April 21, 1998 migrating north over Albany (Rick Krabbe, OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(4)). Recorded subspecies include: 1 Taverner's photographed on December 18, 1978 on TimberLinn Lake in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 14 reported as Lessers on February 9, 1979 at Albany, 3 of which remained to March 22, 1979 (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 350 Duskies, 4 of which wore red neck collars, on February 16, 1998 south of Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); Cacklers plentiful along Willamette River near Peoria on November 20, 1998 (Trent Bray, OBOL), 340 Cacklers, 1 with yellow neck collar on January 12, 1999 east of Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 305 Westerns, 19 with white neck collars on January 12, 1999 east of Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 7 neck-banded Westerns on 18 October 1999 at First Lake, Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding Westerns: goslings on April 18, 1997 near Harrisburg; 3 nests and 2 broods on April 22, 1998 on Gap Road rice ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 5 goslings on April 30 and 2 goslings on May 6, 1996 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 31 nestlings/fledglings banded between June 11-15, 1992 in Harrisburg 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane/Benton Co.) (USGS); 14 nestlings/fledglings banded between June 21-25, 1994 in Harrisburg 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane/Benton Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, and Corvallis BBA squares; “possible” in Shedd BBA square.

Common migrant over the Western Cascades region. Common winter visitor in ponds and lower wetlands. Uncommon breeder in wetlands. Early date of migrant subspecies: September 9, 1979 flying over the forest (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.). Late date of migrant subspecies: April 24, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 8 on July 20, 1996 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Subspecies: 3 Cackling on October 13, 2000 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Breeding: a pair with two small goslings on May 30, 1991 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); about 25 adults and goslings on June 7, 1998 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Uncommon migrant in the Hoodoo area. One recorded observation: a “group” in January 1997 on Big Lake for the Santiam Pass CBC (Bill Tice, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 702, Maximum: 1147

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1080, Maximum: 1930

Wood Duck (Aix sponsa)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Uncommon resident and locally common winter visitor on wooded ponds, small lakes, and still backwater. 

Uncommon resident and locally common winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 55 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.); 45 on December 20, 1977 on the Corvallis CBC. Breeding: 2 pair on First Lake in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); a female with 4 small ducklings on May 18, and 11 adults and 13 juveniles on May 30, 1996 at the Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 5 nestlings/fledglings banded between June 26 and July 25, 1992 in the Halsey 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Sodaville BBA square.

Locally uncommon resident or summer resident in lower wetlands in the Western Cascades region. High elevation: April 4, 1998 at Carmen Res. (Bruce Newhouse, OBOL). Breeding: pair on April 4, 1999 on pond on south slope of Snow Peak at about 1500 feet elevation (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); hen and 6 young on June 6, 2000 on Fish Lake (Alan Reid fide Nathaniel Wander, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Quartzville and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Rare fall migrant in the Hoodoo area. 1 on August 18, 1996 on Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 5 on October 11, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 3

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 15, Maximum: 32

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 12, Maximum: 45

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common. I had two Eurasian Teal on our pond in Feb 1975(?)"

Abundant migrant and winter visitor (September-March) on ponds and lakes throughout the county. Probably uncommon or rare summer resident on lowland ponds. Eurasian form—once considered a separate species—is a winter vagrant. About 5 records of Eurasian form in Benton Co. (Herlyn 1997).

Common to abundant winter visitor; uncommon summer resident in flooded lowland fields and ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 1141 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. High late spring number: 30 on April 22, 1998 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Summer or early fall: 1 on August 11, 1998 at Tangent ponds (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Two of the Eurasian subspecies in February 1975(?) at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); one Eurasian form on March 24, 1999 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(4)). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons.

Uncommon migrant, winter visitor, and rare summer resident on ponds in the Western Cascades region. Three recorded observation: October 12, 2000 on Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on November 7, 1999 on Clear Lake (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 on December 17, 1989 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. One record: 2 on August 18, 1996 on Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 686, Maximum: 1141

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 7.0, Maximum: 20

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident; rare in summer.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Abundant."

Abundant migrant and winter visitor, common summer resident or permanent resident on shallow ponds in lowland areas; uncommon summer resident at higher elevations.

Abundant migrant and winter visitor, and common summer resident or permanent resident in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 4500 on February 18, 1979 between Tangent and Halsey (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 570 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 434 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Breeding: broods of 7 and 11 ducklings on April 29, 1998 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 8 juveniles on April 26, 1997 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 6 adults and 6 juveniles on May 30, 1996 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); female with chicks June 13, 1987 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 81 nestlings/fledglings banded between June 21 and August 15, 1992 in the Halsey 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 2 nestlings/fledglings banded between June 21 and June 25, 1992 in the Brownsville 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon migrant, winter visitor, summer resident or permanent resident throughout all wetlands in the Western Cascades region. Breeding: downy young June 28, 1997 on Lava Lake (Rick Krabbe, OBOL); female with 8 young on August 9, 1996 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “probable” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Upper Soda BBA hexagon; “possible” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square.

Uncommon migrant and rare summer resident in the Hoodoo region. Records of birds seen on Big Lake: May 27, 1991 Roger Robb, pers. comm..); 2 on June 24, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm..); 1 on August 18, 1996 (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); hen and 9 chicks on July 23, 2000 (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); August 29, 1989 (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on September 16, 1999 (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 4 on October 11, 2000 (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 12 on October 31, 1998 (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 2

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 9%, Average: 0.14, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 25%, Average: 0.42, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 297, Maximum: 570

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 67, Maximum: 99

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter."

Thackaberry (1991): “Seems to be declining."

Abundant migrant and winter resident in flooded wetlands. Uncommon migrant in higher elevations. Earliest: August 18, latest: May 24.

Abundant migrant and winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 4231 on December 31, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC; 3000 on February 18, 1979 between Halsey and Tangent (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 2 on August 18, 1999 at the Tangent sewage ponds (Trent Bray, OBOL). Late date: April 14, 1994 east of Corvallis (Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). A bird shot on December 29, 1991 in Halsey 10-minute latilong block had been banded on February 12, 1984 in Texas (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Common migrant and uncommon winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. One recorded observation: 1 on November 18, 1990 on Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.).

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. Pair on May 24, 1986 on Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 5 on October 11, 2000 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 22 on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1123, Maximum: 4231

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 209, Maximum: 739

Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors)

Prill (1902): “Found in winter.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Has nested on the farm."

Uncommon migrant; rare summer resident on ponds in the lowlands, not nesting every year. Earliest: May 7, latest: September 16.

Uncommon migrant and rare summer resident on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Recorded observations: 1 female on May 7, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); May 9, 1998 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); pair on May 12, 1999 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); pair on May 15, 1999 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 4 pairs and a drake on May 16, 2000 on Gap Road rice ponds at Brownsville (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); pair on May 24, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds (Dave Rogers fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); male on May 26, 1999 on Brownsville sewage pond (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2-5 on June 1-2, 2000 on Doerfler’s pond east of Corvallis (Roy Gerig, Paula Vanderheul, OBOL); 2 pair on July 10, 2000 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL); August 25, 1977 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 17 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn County (Paul Adamus, OBOL). Breeding status: “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 21/May 7

Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera)
Thackaberry (1991): “[Has nested on the farm.] Becoming more common."

Uncommon summer resident on lowland ponds. Rare in winter. Earliest: January 31, latest: October 25.

Uncommon to locally common summer resident on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 36 on September 2, 1997 on the Tangent sewage ponds (Hendrik Herlyn and Rich Hoyer, Jr., Chat 27(2)). Early dates: 1 on January 31, 1982 at Peoria (Arnie and Debbie Martin, American Birds 36(3) and Chat 11(6)); February 15, 1997 five miles east of Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); a pair on February 15, 1999 near Tangent (Craig and Renee Born, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)). Late date: 3 on October 25, 1998 at Brownsville sewage pond (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Winter: 1 male on December 3, 1999 on Tangent sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 2 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Breeding status “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 31/March 14

Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter."

Thackaberry (1991): “Plenty on Scio sewer ponds."

Common migrant and winter visitor in lower wetlands (September to April). Possible rare breeder.

Common migrant and winter visitor on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Possible rare summer resident. High numbers: 144 on December 23, 1997 on the Corvallis CBC; 140 on February 27, 1994 on Tangent sewage ponds (Rich Hoyer, OBOL). Seems to have markedly increased on the Linn County portion of the Corvallis CBC since the 1970s. Early date: 9 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Late dates: pair on May 15, 1999 at marsh at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Jeff Harding, OBOL); pair on May 16, 1999 at Snagboat Bend S of Peoria (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 8 birds on May 16, 2000 at Gap Road rice ponds at Brownsville (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); “several” on June 1, 2000 on Doerfler’s pond east of Corvallis (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Uncommon winter visitor to lakes in the Western Cascades region. Three recorded observations: 1 on October 12, 2000 on Clear Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 female on November 18, 1990 on Foster Res. and 1 on November 18, 1990 on Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant in Hoodoo region. 10 on September 16, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 1 on October 11, 2000 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 59, Maximum: 129

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 0.6, Maximum: 2

Gadwall (Anas strepera)
Thackaberry (1991): “Infrequent."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor on lowland ponds. Probably more common than the few records indicate. Earliest: July 27, latest: April 21.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in wetlands in Willamette Valley region. High number: 26 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 25 on February 4, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 24 on March 14, 1999 at Simpson Park in Albany (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Early date: 2 “first of fall” on November 6, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Late date: 5 pair on April 6 and 1 pair on April 21, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Rare migrant on lakes in the Western Cascades region. Two records: July 27, 1976 and October 10, 1975 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 2.0, Maximum: 4

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen several."

Rare annual winter visitor in wigeon flocks in lower wetlands. Earliest: October 15, latest: April 8.

Rare winter visitor in flocks of American Wigeon in fields and on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. No more than 2 birds reported at a time. Early date: October 15, 1998 at Tangent ponds (Trent Bray, OBOL). Late date: 1 on April 19, 2000 east of Corvallis (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Apparently first recorded in the county January-March 1979 at Halsey (Barbara Combs, Oregon Birds 5(2)). Since then recorded more frequently, with 5 observations reported in 1997. Females more difficult to identify, but one December 16, 1996 at golf course east of Corvallis (Jamie Simmons, OBOL). 

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 0.3, Maximum: 1

American Wigeon (Anas americana)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter."

Thackaberry (1991): “Rafts of them on Foster Res. in winter."

Common to abundant wintering bird in flooded fields and lower lakes. Possible rare breeder. Earliest: September 1, latest: May 11.

Abundant winter visitor in lowland fields and ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 8000 on January 3, 1999 at rice ponds south of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 7500 on February 18, 1979 in the Tangent and Halsey areas (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 4000 on March 4, 1978 in fields between Albany and Lebanon (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: September 1, 1993 at Tangent sewage ponds (Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). Late date: 2 pair on May 7, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 4 on May 8, 1999 in Linn Co. for NAMC (fide Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); May 9, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 4 on May 11, 1996 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Uncommon winter visitor in wetlands in the Western Cascades region. Three known records: 5 on February 28, 1987 and February 11, 1989 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); October 12, 2000 on Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). 

Rare migrant in Hoodoo region. 2-11 birds from October 11-28, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 548, Maximum: 1055

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 15, Maximum: 22

Canvasback (Aythya valisineria)
Thackaberry (1991): “Rare—had some in the flooded field here about 1974."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor on deeper lakes in the lowlands. Earliest: October 13, latest: March 30.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor on lakes in the Willamette Valley region. Two favored locations are Waverly Lake in Albany, and the Brownsville sewage ponds. High numbers: 49 on January 11, 1999 at gravel pit lake 1 mile east of Albany on Hwy 20 (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 21 on February 9, 1996 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 20 on December 30, 1977 on Waverly Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Noted continuously from October 13, 1978 (early date) to March 11, 1979 on Waverly Lake, with a peak of 10 birds November 13 to December 2, 1978 (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: March 30, 1977 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Rare migrant in Hoodoo region. One record: 2 on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 7.8, Maximum: 16

Redhead (Aythya americana)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter."

Thackaberry (1991): “Seen a few on Scio sewer ponds."

Rare migrant and winter visitor on deep water lakes. Not noted annually. Earliest: August 5, latest: May 16.

Rare winter visitor on lakes in the Willamette Valley region. Early date: 1 on August 5, 1993 on the Tangent sewage ponds (Jamie Simmons, Oregon Birds 20(1)). Late date: 1 male on May 8, 1999 on Halsey sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); a pair on May 12 and 15, 1999 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, Mark Nikas, OBOL); 1 on May 16, 2000 on Gap Road rice ponds at Brownsville (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Banding records: 1 male banded between March 1-5, 1956 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS).

Rare migrant on deeper lakes in the Western Cascades region. Two records: a pair on April 16, 1999 on Foster Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL); “a few” on August 28, 1976 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 67%, Average: 0.7, Maximum: 1

Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common in winter."

Common winter visitor on deeper lakes and ponds (September-April). Perhaps a rare breeder or summer visitor.

Common migrant and winter visitor on lakes and ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 400 on December 27, 1999 in 3 ponds in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 127 on December 23 in the Orleans area of the Corvallis CBC; 91 on January 2, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC. Early date: 4 on September 12, 1999 log pond in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Late date: a pair on May 8, 1999 on Northern Pacific ponds in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 20 on May 8, 1999 in Linn Co. for NAMC (fide Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); May 9, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor, and rare summer visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. Four known records: 4 on March 11, 1989 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons; 1 male on June 7, 1998 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); July 27, 1976 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 18 on November 3, 1999 on Clear Lake (Dave Irons, OBOL).

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo region. Two records: 5 on October 11, 2000 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 12 on October 31, 1998 at Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 47, Maximum: 91

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 5

Greater Scaup (Aythya marila)
Thackaberry (1991): “Have seen a few on Scio sewer ponds."

Rare, perhaps annual, winter visitor on deeper ponds. Earliest: October 18, latest: April 18.

Rare winter visitor and spring migrant on deeper ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 2-6 on January 13 to April 10, 1996 at the Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early date: 1 on October 18, 2000 on Tangent sewage ponds (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Late date: 1-2 males March 23 to April 18, 1997 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on April 19, 2000 east of Corvallis (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter."

Thackaberry (1991): “Plenty on Scio ponds."

Uncommon to locally common winter visitor on deeper lakes and ponds (October-April). Rare summer visitor or possibly summer resident. 

Uncommon or locally common winter visitor on lakes and ponds in the Willamette Valley region. rare summer visitor. High numbers: 110 on January 5, 1997 Corvallis CBC; 98 on March 23, 1997 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Roger Robb, OBOL). Summer: 4 on May 30, 1996 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 3 pairs June 6, 1997 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. Five recorded observations: 5 on January 1, 1999 on Clear Lake (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 15 “scaup (species)” January 3, 1998 on Clear Lake for the Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.); March 31, 1991 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 7 on October 12, 2000 on Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Rare migrant in Hoodoo region. Two records: 5 from October 27-28, 19999 on Big Lake (Dave Irons, Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 4 on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 60, Maximum: 87

Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Regular in Santiam river."

Uncommon summer resident on the higher reaches of the Santiam River, and rare summer resident on some higher lakes. Well-studied on the Santiam River—especially Quartzville Creek. Reported from the following streams or lakes (Steve Dowlan, 1995, http://members.aol.com/OWLHOOTER/hqtable.html): Big Lake (brood 1942), Blowout Creek (nest in 1995), Lost Lake (individuals), Pamelia Creek (individuals), Beaver Creek (individuals), Canal Creek/Quartzville Creek (pairs, broods, nest in 1995), Elk Creek/Quartzville Creek (pairs, broods, nest in 1994 and 1995), Middle Santiam (individuals), Packers Gulch/Quartzville Creek (pairs), Parks Creek (individuals); Quartzville Creek (pairs, broods, 6 nests in 1994 and 1995), South Santiam (individuals), Thomas Creek (individuals), Upper Soda/South Santiam (individuals). Earliest: March 8, latest: September 11.

One record from the lowlands of the Willamette Valley region: a male shot January 6, 1996 in Halsey 10-minute latilong block had been banded March 7, 1993 in Washington (USGS).

Uncommon summer resident on higher streams in the Western Cascades region. High numbers: 34 birds and 6 nests April 3, 1995 on a BLM survey of Quartzville Creek (Steve Dowlan, Oregon Birds 21(4)); 9 broods were found on the river that summer (Steve Dowlan and Howard Bruner, Oregon Birds 22(1). Early date: a female on March 8, 1987 on the “upper Santiam River” (Joe Evanich, Oregon Birds 13(4)); a pair banded between March 26-30, 1995 in Yellowbottom 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Late date on a breeding stream: a female with 4 chicks July 15, 1992 on Smith/Browder Creek (fide Steven C. Latta, Oregon Heritage Database); 16 nestlings/fledglings banded between July 11 and August 5, 1995 in Yellowbottom 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 4 nestlings/fledglings banded between August 1-5 in Blue River 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); 3 nestlings/fledglings banded between August 1-5, 1995 in Trail Bridge 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co. (USGS). Other streams not listed above: a female with 6 young on July 4, 1991 on the North Santiam River near Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 birds May 11, 1992 on the McKenzie River (14S/7E/31) (fide Steven C. Latta, Oregon Heritage Database). Birds on lakes: 2 on May 29, 1978 on Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 11, 1980 (late date) on Detroit Res. (10S/5E/11) (fide Steven C. Latta, Oregon Heritage Database). Other: 4 hatch year birds banded between August 11-15, 1996 in Trail Bridge 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Clear Lake and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Galena Mt. BBA square; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons;  “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Rare summer resident in the Hoodoo region. One record: a pair and 4 chicks August 7, 1942 on Big Lake (14S/7E/9) (fide Steven C. Latta, Oregon Heritage Database). 

Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis)
Vagrant. Three records: 1 on October 24, 1987 at Big Lake (Craig Miller, Oregon Birds 14(3)); a female November 13, 1988 at the Brownsville sewage ponds (Barb Bellin, Roy Gerig, and Bill Tice, Oregon Birds 15(2)); 1 female from November 25 to December 22, 2000 on Big Cliff Res. (Steve Dowlan, Jeff Fleischer, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(2)). One record in Benton Co. in January (Herlyn 1997).

Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata)
Rare fall migrant on deeper lakes. Nine records from October 11 to November 18: 1 female on October 11, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 2-6 birds from October 11-18, 2000 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)); 2 females October 20, 1990 on Big Lake (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.); 1 adult male and 4 immature/females October 24, 1987 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.); 2 on November 6, 1999 on Foster Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 females from November 6-19, 2000 on Big Cliff Res. (Steve Dowlan); 1 male on November 7, 1999 on Clear Lake (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 male November 18, 1990 on Foster Res. (Hendrik Herlyn, Chat 20(4)); 1 immature and 1 female/immature on November 13, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, OBOL). Six records in Benton Co. from October to December (Herlyn 1997).

White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca)
Vagrant. Five records: 1 female July 29, 1976 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 females October 20, 1990 on Big Lake (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.); 1 female or immature on October 31, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, OBOL); a flock of 20 on November 29, 1975 on the Santiam River at Crabtree (Ron and Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 male on December 12, 1998 shot by duck hunter on North Santiam near Jefferson (fide Trent Bray, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)). Two records in Benton Co. in August and November (Herlyn 1997).

Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen a few on Santiam river in winter & some on sewer ponds."

Uncommon winter visitor on rivers and lakes. Earliest: November 3, latest: March 14.

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 6 on February 1, 1999 south of Peoria (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 3 on February 12, 1973 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Howard Taylor, Chat 2(7)); 3 on December 27, 1999 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Early date: 2 on November 1992 at the Brownsville sewage ponds (Donna Lusthoff and Don Peterson, Oregon Birds 19(2)). Late date: a female on March 14, 1999 north of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL).

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: 8 on January 3, 1998 on Clear Lake area of Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.). Early date: 1 on November 3, 1999 on Clear Lake (Dave Irons, OBOL). Late date: March 7, 1993 at Trail Bridge Res. (Craig Miller, pers. comm.). 

Rare migrant or winter visitor in Hoodoo region. One record: 3 on November 13, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 0.5, Maximum: 2

Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica)
Thackaberry (1991): “Regular on Lost Lake."

Uncommon but obvious resident on high lakes in the Pacific silver fir zone. Rarely noted in migration or winter on lower bodies of water when higher lakes freeze over. Best known from Lost Lake where it is easily seen from the highway.

Rare winter visitor on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Two records: 1 in November 1992 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Donna Lusthoff and Don Peterson, Oregon Birds 19(2)); and 1 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC.

Uncommon summer resident on lakes in Pacific silver fir zone, remaining as long as lakes remain ice-free. High number: 53 young in 9 broods on July 16, 1998 on Lost Lake (Mike and Merry Lynn Denny, Oregon Birds 25(1)); 30 on May 28, 1982 on Lost Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 27 (15 males and 11-12 females) on May 2, 1991 on Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.). Winter records include: 6 females November 18, 1990 on Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, Chat 20(4)); 12 on January 3, 1998 on Clear Lake area of Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.); 4 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); an unrecorded number February 14, 1991 near Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); a total of 20 birds on various lakes in eastern Linn County February 8, 1980 (David Fix and Tom Lund, American Birds 34(3)). Rare winter visitor on or below Foster Res. in the western hemlock zone: high numer: 11 birds on January 6, 1999 (fide Steve Dowlan, Oregon Birds 25(3); early: 10 birds on November 15, 1996 (Rich Hoyer, Jr., fide Jamie Simmons, OBOL); late date: a pair on April 11, 1999 (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Breeding: 6 or 7 pairs May 2, 1973 on Fish Lake (Peter Jennings and Wayne Hoffman, Chat 2(10)); sets of 8, 7, and 6 eggs collected on May 22, 1958, May 26, 1957, and June 1, 1958 at “a lake” in eastern Linn Co. (W. E. Griffee, fide George Jobanek in Oregon Birds 19(2):41-44); a female and 2 ducklings on June 5, 1998 on Clear Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 21 adults and 5 chicks on June 24, 1999 on Fish Lake and 1 adult and 6 chicks on June 24, 1999 on clear Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 2 broods July 20, 1996 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. notes); 10 birds including female and young July 27, 1990 on Clear Lake (Don Hall, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon.

Uncommon summer resident in Hoodoo area. Early date: May 20. Late date: July 20, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). No definite breeding records, however.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few on rivers & sewer ponds."

Common winter visitor on lakes and ponds throughout (December-April). Rare breeder along wooded lakes.

Common winter visitor on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 148 on December 28, 1996 for Brownsville CBC. High spring number: 50 remained until April 25, 1997 on the Tangent sewage ponds (Jamie Simmons, OBOL), only 6 birds remained two days later (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Early date: 1 drake and 3 hens on November 6, 1998 (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Late date: 3 on May 7, 1996 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); May 9, 1998 in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon winter visitor on lakes in the Western Cascades region. Rare breeder. High number: 50+ on November 6, 2000 on Bigg Cliff Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Breeding: set of 8 eggs taken on May 24, 1959 near Fish Lake (W. E. Griffee fide George Jobanek in Oregon Birds 19(2):42); 4 juvenile on August 9, 1996 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). 

Uncommon migrant in Hoodoo region. Two records: 2 on October 28, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on November 13, 1998 on Big Lake (Craig Miller, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 93, Maximum: 148

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.6, Maximum: 3

Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus)
Thackaberry (1991): “They nest on our pond every year."

Uncommon resident on secluded ponds. Concentrate in lowlands in winter.

Uncommon resident on wooded ponds in the Willamette Valley region; more widespread on open ponds in winter. High number: 53 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Sodaville BBA square; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon summer resident in wetlands in Western Cascades region. Four recorded observations: a pair March 11, 1989 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); April 13, 1989 on Linn Co. side of Detroit Res. (Dave Copeland, pers. comm.); female and 8 older ducklings on July 5, 2000 on Daly Lake (Wesley Stone, OBOL); 3 on November 12, 1999 on Clear Lake (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Lyons BBA hexagons.

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area. 3 birds on September 30, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 23, Maximum: 53

Common Merganser (Mergus merganser)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident on higher streams and lakes. Uncommon winter visitor and rare breeder on major lowland streams.

Uncommon winter visitor on ponds and rivers in the Willamette Valley region. Rare nester on gravel banks along the Willamette River (Herlyn 1997). High numbers: 62 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon resident on all larger streams in the Western Cascades region, including all branches of the Santiam; Quartzville Creek; and the upper portions of the Calapooia River. High number: 10 on February 11, 1989 across the river from North Santiam Park. High elevation: 1 bird on January 3, 1998 in Clear Lake area of Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.); 12 on April 17, 1988 on Clear Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 2 on October 31, 1998 on Clear Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.). Breeding: set of 11 eggs collected on April 12, 1958 at “a lake” in eastern Linn Co. (W. E. Griffee fide George Jobanek in Oregon Birds 19(2):42); pair on May 22, 1999 on Quartzville Creek (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Upper Soda and Lyons BBA hexagons.

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. 4 birds on September 16, 1999 at Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 4-14 birds from October 11-28, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 2-12 birds from October 11-15, 2000 on Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, Jeff Harding, OBOL). 

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.25

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 5.7, Maximum: 16

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 3

Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator)
Vagrant. Two records: December 1, 1994 on the Linn County side of Detroit Res. (Dave Copeland, pers. comm.); 1 female on January 24, 1999 at Detroit Res. (Steve Shunk, OBOL). Some additional reports were deemed to be misidentified female Common Mergansers. Four records in Benton Co. in November, December, and May (Herlyn 1997).

Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Sewer ponds at Scio."

Common winter visitor on lowland ponds and lakes. Earliest: July 17, latest: May 8.

Common winter visitor on deeper ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 87 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 70 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Early date: 1eclipse male on July 17, 1999 on the Brownsville sewage ponds (Bill Tice, OBOL). Late date: 2 males on April 14, 1979 at first and Second Lakes, Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 male on May 8, 1999 on Gap road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Rare fall migrant on lakes in Western Cascades region. Two known records: 1 on September 17, 1998 at Carmen Res. (Bruce Newhouse, OBOL); 1 on October 12, 2000 on Clear Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on November 13, 1999 on Big Lake (Jeff Harding, OBOL). 

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 35, Maximum: 87

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident; rare.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Several pair nest along the Santiam & plenty around Foster Res."

Common summer resident along wooded mountain streams and lakes. Uncommon summer resident (April-October), and rare winter visitor or early migrant along lowland streams. Notable increase in population since the early 1970s. Earliest: January 27, latest: December 10.

Uncommon summer resident along larger rivers in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 9 on July 25, 1979 while canoeing 5 miles of Willamette River between Albany and Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early dates or winter visitors: January 27, 1988 at Peoria (Oregon Birds 14(4)); February 4, 1987 (Mark Egger, Oregon Birds 13(3)); February 12, 1995 between Scio and Jefferson (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 21(3)). Late date: 1 on November 19, 1999 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on November 29, 1975 along Willamette River (Merlin and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 5(4)); 1 on December 10, 2000 at Harrisburg (Don DeWitt, Oregon Birds 27(2)). Breeding: scattered nests on the Willamette and lower Santiam rivers; carrying nesting material on March 14, 1998 near Peoria (Anthony Floyd, Chat 27(8)); repairing nest on March 25, 1998 at Corvallis (Rana Foster fide Paula Vanderheul, OBOL; active nest on April 24, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); an adult and nestling seen July 4, 1979 at the Wah Chang nest in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Common summer resident along rivers and lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: 5 on May 27, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 2 on April 18, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: October 17, 1999 at Lost Lake (Joel Geier, OBOL); 1 on October 28, 1999 at Foster Res. (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding: many nests visible around mountain lakes; 2 on nest on June 7, 1998 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Lava Lake, and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Uncommon summer visitor in the Hoodoo area. Early date: June 2, 1994 at Big Lake (Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). Late date: September 16, 1999 at Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). 

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 28/March 23

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 9%, Average: 0.18, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus)

Thackaberry (1991): “A pair wintered near Plainview in 1978-79 but didn't nest. One here at the farm in Aug 1989."

Vagrant, or rare winter visitor in pasture edges in the lowlands. Perhaps bred. Four records: November 16, 1989 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry's “August” record?) (Oregon Birds 16(2)); November 29, 1996 at Peoria (Ray Korpi, OBOL, Chat January 1997); March 5, 1979 near Plainview (Oregon Birds 5(2)); May 22, 1992 near Lebanon (Greg Gillson, Oregon Birds 18(4)). Uncommon to rare migrant and winter visitor and irregular breeder in Benton Co. (Herlyn 1997).

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident; rare."

Thackaberry (1991): “Very common in winter. They have learned to feed on dead sheep in the grass seed fields & are becoming more & more abundant. We had six at one time here on the farm this winter."

Uncommon resident near larger lakes and reservoirs in the mountains. Uncommon to locally common winter visitor in flooded fields and wetlands. Increasing breeder in the lowlands.

Uncommon to locally common winter visitor and rare summer visitor or rare resident in wetlands and pastures in the Willamette Valley region, where the eagles search out sick or injured ducks, fish, and other animals. Has shown a marked increase since the 1970s. High numbers: 38 on December 30, 1995 on the Brownsville CBC; 23 on January 10, 1997 on Lake Creek Road (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Still suffer some persecution by man: 1 immature found poisoned March 4, 1982 at Harrisburg (Chat 11(7)); 1 immature found shot September 25, 1982 near Sweet Home (fide Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 8(4)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon resident along the forested lakes and rivers in the Western Cascades region. Only 8 nesting birds in the Willamette National Forest; only 1 in the McKenzie Ranger District. Regular at Lost Lake, Foster Res., and Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nest in June 1998 at Clear Lake (Willamette Nat. For.); 2 birds on nest on March 16, 1999 on shore of Green Peter Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Shedd BBA square.

Uncommon migrant or summer visitor in the Hoodoo area. Four records: 1 adult May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 adult on June 24, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 adult on September 30, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 sub-adult on October 27, 1999 at Big Lake (Dave Irons, OBOL).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 27, Maximum: 38

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 0.4, Maximum: 1

Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few nest locally but modern farming practices seem to be cutting into their numbers."

Common winter visitor and rare summer resident in fields and marshes in the lowlands. Probably uncommon fall migrant along the Cascade crest.

Common winter visitor (September-February) and rare resident in fields and marshes in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 30 on December 23, 1997 on the Corvallis CBC; 27 on December 31, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC; 27 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon fall migrant along Cascade crest in Western Cascades region. Two recorded observations: 1 female on September 2, 1998 at Clear Lake (Neil Holcomb, OBOL); 1 female banded December 1973 in Quartzville 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “possible” in Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on September 2, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 25%, Average: 0.33, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 21, Maximum: 30

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 16, Maximum: 26

Sharp-shinned Hawk (accipiter striatus)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Some all year, more in winter."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor, and rare or uncommon summer resident in woodlands in all areas.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor, and rare summer resident, in woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 6 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 5 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Uncommon migrant, winter visitor, and summer resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. Historical: 1 catching a Tree Swallow in the summer of 1917 at Pamelia Lake (Jewett, Mazama 5:170-173 (1917) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding season: 1 nestling/fledgling banded between July 1-5, 1996 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible in Middle Santiam and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Uncommon resident in the Hoodoo area. Two records: 1 on May 7, 1994 below Hayrick Butte (Tim Janzen, pers. comm.); 1 on June 1, 1999 near Hoodoo entrance (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 3.2, Maximum: 6

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 3

Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii)
Thackaberry (1991): “[Some all year, more in winter.]"

Uncommon to common migrant, uncommon resident and winter visitor in woodlands in all areas.

Uncommon resident, migrant, and winter visitor in woodlands in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 4 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 4 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC. Historical: 1 pursuing Mountain Quail September 8, 1926 near Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Common fall migrant along ridges at the summit of the Cascades. Uncommon resident and migrant in forests in the Western Cascades region. Breeding: 1 downy young specimen obtained in 1892 in Sweet Home (Albert Prill fide Robert Ridgway, Report of the U.S. National Museum... for 1892 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “probable” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Uncommon fall migrant in the Hoodoo area. Two records: a male August 28, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 immature on September 2, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on September 3, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on September 16, 1999 between Hoodoo and Hayrick Buttes (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 14%, Average: 0.14, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 2.2, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 3

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident; rare.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “To find one you have to go above 3500 ft. elev. Rare on the valley floor in winter."

Rare resident in high forests. 

Vagrant or rare winter visitor in the Willamette Valley region. One record: January 14, 1974 at Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 3(6)).

Rare resident and migrant in forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Nine records: 1 on April 24, 1999 about 10 miles above Idanha (Laurie Ashworth fide Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on May 1, 1988 on the McKenzie River near Trail Bridge Res. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 1 on June 16, 1968; and 1 on June 24, 1973 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); June 26, 1987 at Lost Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); June 27, 1997 at Lava Lake (Rick Krabbe, Chat 27(1)); 1 on September 17, 1975 at Parks Creek (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 5(2)); 1 male September 16, 1983 in eastern Linn County (Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 10(1)); September 25, 1982 on Santiam Pass (Jan and Rick Krabbe, Chat 12(2)). Breeding status “possible” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Rare resident and migrant in forests in the Hoodoo area. Two records: 1 on May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); May 29, 1977 at Big Lake (Wayne Hoffman, Chat 6(1)). 

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 14%, Average: 0.14, Maximum: 1

Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one here on the farm. . . . The local pair of Red-tails harassed him right out of the area so I had good comparative views."

Vagrant or rare fall migrant and winter visitor, primarily in woodlots on the valley floor. Increasing—first record in Oregon this century was 1971. Earliest: July 17, latest: February 20.

Vagrant or rare fall migrant and winter visitor in woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. Nine records: 1 adult on July 17, 1999 at Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Bill Tice, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(1)); 1 on September 13, 1981 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, American Birds 36(2), Chat 11(1), Oregon Birds 7(4)); 1 on September 20, 1997 east of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, Chat 27(2)); 1 from November 24-December 5, 1992 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 19(3); Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.)); 1 on November 26, 2000 at Tangent (David Tracy, OBOL); 1 from December 4, 1998 to February 23, 1999 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Roy Gerig fide Bill Tice, Jeff Harding, Mark Nikas, OBOL, pers. comm., Oregon Birds 25(3), Oregon Birds 25(4)); 1 on December 28, 1996 at Brownsville (Anthony Floyd, Oregon Birds 23(3)); 1 during winter of 1983-84 near Coburg (David Irons, American Birds 38(3)). Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon. Rare but increasing migrant and winter visitor in Benton Co. that may have bred; reported annually since 1991 (Herlyn 1997).

Vagrant in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on September 2, 1994 at Lost Lake (Alan Contreras, pers. comm.—written details).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)
Thackaberry (1991):  “I did see one July 20, 1968 at Parks Creek north of Lava Lake in the Cascades. It & a Red-tail were sparring over turf & remember the sighting well."

Vagrant. Can appear very similar to some plumages of Red-tailed Hawk. Two records: 1 on July 20, 1968 on Parks Creek (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 light phase on September 27, 1998 at Peoria (fide Tom Mickel, OBOL). At least 3 probable records in Benton Co. in May, August, and October, plus many undocumented claims (Herlyn 1997).

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident, migrant, and winter visitor in open fields in the lowlands. Uncommon resident and migrant over foothill openings. Harlan's form recorded four times.

Common migrant and winter visitor woodlots and open fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 85 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 52 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC. Harlan's form reported four times in winter: 1 on January 11, 1999 along Oakville Road (Mary Anne Sohlstrom, OBOL); 1 on February 1, 1994 at Shedd (Rich Hoyer, Sr., fide Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL); 1 immature dark phase on March 9, 1998 on Lake Creek Road (Bruce Newhouse, OBOL); 1 on December 23, 1997 in the Orleans area of the Corvallis CBC. Breeding: birds on nest: February 1, 1997 at Tangent (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL); April 6, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); April 7, 1997 at Brownsville, April 26, 1997 at Coburg, and May 20, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville and Shedd BBA squares.

Common to uncommon resident in clearings in the western hemlock zone of the Western Cascades region. Uncommon resident or summer visitor in the Pacific silver fir zone. High elevation: 1 on July 3, 1999 at Fish Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: pair carrying nesting material on March 16, 1999 at Green Peter Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Upper Soda and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Foster Res., “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha, Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon migrant along Cascade crest in Hoodoo area. Perhaps a rare breeder or forages in summer in high elevations. Early date: 1 on May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 16, 1999 south of Hoodoo Butte (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 2 on September 30, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Summer: July 3, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 8

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 36%, Average: 0.59, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 92%, Average: 1.1, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 56, Maximum: 85

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 36, Maximum: 52

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis)
Vagrant. Two records: 4-5 birds in late November 1973 or 1974 along Interstate-5 near Brownsville exit (Alan Contreras, pers. comm.); 1 in late December in the 1970s along Interstate-5 at Brownsville exit (Mike Patterson, OBOL). Four records in Benton Co. from November-December and February-March (Herlyn 1997).

Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Becoming more scarce every year."

Uncommon winter visitor in open country. Irregular in abundance from year to year. Earliest: September 22, latest: March 28.

Uncommon winter visitor in fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 9 on December 20, 1977 and 6 on December 23, 1997 on the Corvallis CBC. Early date: 1 “very early” on September 22, 1984 along [Grand] Prairie Road (Allison Mickel, Oregon Birds 11(1)). Late date: 1 on March 28, 1999 near Brownsville (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Rare winter visitor in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on October 10, 1975 at Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 3.0, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 2.0, Maximum: 9

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)
Prill (1902): “Secured one in October, 1901."

Thackaberry (1991): “Have seen them almost any month of the year. I suspect they nest in the Cascades & prey over the clear cuts. I have seen them nearly every time I went to the back side of Snow Peak (a local mt). When the snow gets deeper they come down in the valley. I see more in the winter down here than in summer."

Rare resident along rocky peaks in the Cascades. Uncommon winter visitor in lowland fields.

Uncommon winter visitor over open fields and lower hills in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 6 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC. Early dates: 1 adult on September 29, 1998 about 2 miles south of Peoria (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 2 on October 4, 1991 (location not given) (Matt Hunter, Oregon Birds 18(2)). Late date: 1 on March 27, 1974 on Peterson Butte (Joel Norgren, Chat 3(7). Summer: 1 on July 15, 1997 on Tub Run Road, south of Brownsville (Robin Keister fide Bob Altman, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons.

Rare resident in mountain forests and clearings in the Western Cascades region. Nesting in 1977 at 2800 feet elevation on a steep north slope of BLM land (Charlie Thomas, Oregon Birds Issue No. 2 [3(5)]:16-17): adult on May 24, 1977 breaking branches to build nest; 2 through mid-July; juvenile and adult on August 31, 1977; juvenile photographed on September 6, 1977; 2 adults and 2 juveniles on September 7, 1977. Other sightings: 1 on October 22, 1988 at Middle Pyramid Mt. (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); an adult and juvenile on August 21, 1996 near a known nest site at “Township 3 East” (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Upper Soda BBA hexagons.

Uncommon migrant along Cascade crest in the Hoodoo area. 1 imm. on July 21, 1999 flew off Hayrick Butte (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 1 imm. on August 10, 1987 north of Big Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 1 imm. on October 15, 1998 one mile north of Big Lake (Joel Geier, pers. comm.); 1 on November 13, 1999 at Big Lake (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 2.5, Maximum: 6

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in fields in the lowlands and lower clearcuts. Often seen perched along roadsides on wires.

Common roadside bird in lower fields and pastures in the Willamette Valley region. Status seems unchanged during this century: “a few seen over the valley” in fall 1909 (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). High number: 72 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)); 72 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares; “possible” in Shedd BBA square.

Uncommon resident in forest clearings and edges in the Western Cascades region. Historical: “a few” September 3, 1925 at Detroit and 1 on September 6, 1925 in Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding: nest on May 23, 1999 in clear cut east of Lebanon (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL). Breeding status  “possible” in Quartzville, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Uncommon migrant along high ridges of Cascades in the Hoodoo area. Three records: 1 on May 27, 1995 at Hoodoo (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 1 on August 16-17, 1990 and 3 on August 28-29, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Corvallis SBC (1972): 26

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 14%, Average: 0.18, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 5

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 54, Maximum: 72

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 56, Maximum: 72

Merlin (Falco columbarius)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen mostly in fall. The black race isn't that unusual. I would say about 1 in 5 are suckleyi."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in fields and wood edges in the lowlands. Rare summer visitor. Two easily identified subspecies: the normal Western (F. c. bendirei) and the darker coastal Black (F. c. suckleyi). Earliest: October 15, latest: April 29.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor along fence rows and woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 4 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)). Early date: October 15, 1998 at Tangent (Trent Bray, OBOL); October 16, 1998 at Truax Island Access near Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); October 22, 1982 at Albany (Rick Krabbe, Chat 12(3)). Late date: 1 on April 29, 1995 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey). Subspecies: 1 female suckleyi on November 1, 1922 in Scio (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)); 1 on November 27, 1980 at Sweet Home (Elzy Eltzroth, Chat 10(7)). Summer: 1 on July 4, 1973 on the Scio BBS (USGS). Banding records: 1 male banded January 1-5, 1990 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 second-year male banded between December 16-20, 1990 in Halsey 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 second-year bird banded between March 21-25, 1991 in Halsey 10-minute latilong block (USGS).

Uncommon to rare migrant and winter visitor over forests in the Western Cascades region. No known BLM records “from mid to high elevation forests (Steve Dowlan, pers. comm.). One record: 1 on January 30, 1972 west of the Santiam Pass (Bill Elliott, Chat 1(7)).

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor to the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on January 13, 1996 at the Santiam Sno-Park (Ray Korpi, pers. comm.).

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 1.3, Maximum: 2

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 0.4, Maximum: 1

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Saw one bird Sept 10, 1984."

Rare and increasing migrant and winter visitor in wetlands and fields in the lowlands. Rare summer visitor or resident in higher forests in the Cascades. 

Rare migrant and winter visitor in open fields and wetlands where ducks concentrate in the Willamette Valley region. All records but one since 1990, and nine records during the winter/spring of 1998-99: 1 on August 21, 1993 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey); 1 on September 10, 1984 between Scio and Jefferson (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 along Willamette River between Peoria and Irish Bend on November 20, 1998 (Trent Bray, OBOL); 1 adult tundrius on November 20, 2000 at Tangent sewage ponds (Jeff Harding, OBOL); immature on December 8, 1998 at Peterson Butte (Steve Siebel, Chat 28(5)); an adult December 14, 1996 at Shedd (Fred Ramsey, Chat 26(5)); 1 near Dever-Connor on December 19-20, 1998 for Albany-Airlie CBC (Greg Gillson, pers. notes; Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 1 on December 27, 1999 in Dever-Coner area (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 2 on December 31, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC; 1 on January 2, 2000 on Brownsville CBC (fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); an immature January 5, 1998 at the Harrisburg sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 adult anatum on January 18, 1993 along Fayetteville Road (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); 1 on January 25, 1990 near Halsey (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.); 1 on February 21, 1999 along I-5 just north of the Lane Co. line (Roger Robb, OBOL); 1 on March 6, 1999 near Millersburg (Ray Korpi, pers. comm.); 1 which stooped and killed a Common Snipe on April 1, 1999 on Plainview Drive, south of Lebanon (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL) and this or another on April 1, 1999 was north of Coburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on April 29, 1999 near Brownsville (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on May 16, 1999 along Waggener Road (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant or possible resident along cliffs in the Western Cascades region. Rumored aerie on Rooster Rock in the Menagerie Wilderness area. One recorded observation: 1 on July 2, 1999 above Whitcomb Co. Park, at Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Upper Soda and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 0.7, Maximum: 2

Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus)
Winter vagrant, December to May. Seven records: 1 immature gray phase bird on December 4 and 19, 2000 in Harrisburg and Peoria (Snag Boat Bend) (Dan Fenske, Trent Bray, Oregon Birds 27(2)); 1 gray phase bird on December 23, 1997 at Peoria for the Corvallis CBC (Patti Bernardi, Barbara Combs, and Steve Dowlan, Chat 27(5), Oregon Birds 24(3)); 1 on January 14 and February 25, 1997 at Albany (Nils Warnock, Chat (February 1997)); 1 on February 9-10, 1993 at Halsey (Rich Hoyer, Sr., Oregon Birds 19(3)); 1 female captured and banded in March 1991 in Linn Co., believed to be same bird as present at Finley NWR, Benton Co. from December 18, 1990 until early February 1991 (C. Stock, Chat 20(8)); 1 on April 10, 2000 at Tangent sewage ponds (Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on May 1925 at Scio (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)); 

About 6 records in Benton Co. from November-April (Herlyn 1997).

Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Can be found almost all months but more common in winter. I have suspected nesting somewhere near."

Uncommon winter visitor in the fields and pastures in the lowlands. Earliest: September 20, latest: May 6.

Uncommon winter visitor in open fields in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 3 on December 19, 1978 on the Corvallis CBC. Early date: 1 on September 20, 1998 at Tangent sewage ponds (Dan Heyerly, pers. comm.). Late dates: 1 on May 4, 1996 at Lebanon (Tim Janzen, pers. comm.); 1 on May 6, 1998 east of Tangent (OBOL, fide Harry Nehls, Oregon Birds 24(4)). The year 1994 had 7 reports, which may be typical or slightly more than normal: 1 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 1 on January 29, 1994 at Lebanon (Paul Sullivan and Rich Hoyer, Sr., Oregon Birds 20(3)); 1 on January 30, 1994 at Oakville (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Tom and Allison Mickel, OBOL); 1 on February 1 and 12, 1994 at Shedd (Rich Hoyer, Sr. and Carolyn Paynter, fide Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL); 1 on December 3 and 8, 1994 at Oakville (Rich Hoyer, Sr. and Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL).

Rare migrant over the Western Cascades. One record: 1 on October 17, 1992 over Lost Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 0.5, Maximum: 1

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 3

Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Declining."

Common to uncommon resident in brushy field edges in the lowlands. Introduced; 11 birds introduced in Linn County by Judge Denny in 1881; grew to over 1 million birds in Oregon by 1890; spread to California and Washington (Forest and Stream 34:493 (1890) fide Jobanek, 1997). Recent population declines attributed to poor nesting success (weather related) and predation by dogs and cats.

Common resident in brushy fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 25 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)); 19 on December 28, 1996 on the Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Sodaville BBA square; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares.

Rare resident in farmlands in the lowest edges of the Western Cascades region. Breeding: pheasant with brood of young on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 7

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 83%, Average: 2.9, Maximum: 8

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 9.0, Maximum: 19

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 12, Maximum: 25

Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common. Very adaptable & holding its own."

Uncommon resident in dense woods at all elevations.

Uncommon resident in riparian woodlands in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 5 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Summer: 1 on May 2, 1979 along the Willamette River at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 11 eggs from nest near Sodaville donated in 1894 (Albert Prill fide Brown Goode, Report of the U.S. National Museum... for 1894 (1896) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Uncommon resident in dense forests in the Western Cascades region. High number: 3 on October 21, 1979 (near Santiam Junction) (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.). High elevation: 2 on November 18, 1990 near Lava Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.). Breeding: 1 female and 4 downy chicks July 8, 1978 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha, Lava Lake, and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.09, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 5

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 0.6, Maximum: 1

Blue Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Declining. Can't live on stumps, I guess."

Uncommon resident in mountain forests.

Uncommon resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. High numbers: 16 on July 5, 1971 on Cool Camp Breeding Bird Survey (USGS); 15 on September 4, 1925 between Detroit and Mt. Jefferson (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High elevation in winter: 1 on January 3, 1998 in Maxwell Butte area of Santiam Pass CBC (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding: nest photographed April 22, 1919 (Leslie Haskin fide Arthur Bent, Life histories of North American gallinaceous birds..., fide Jobanek (1997)); 2 nests, both with 7 eggs collected on May 4, 1891 near Sweet Home (Prill, Collector's Monthly 2:38 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)); nest with 7 eggs on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Galena Mt. and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares; “probable” in Snow Peak BBA square.

Uncommon resident in the Hoodoo area. Two records: 1 on June 4 1999, (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 booming on June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Brian O'Shea, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 64%, Average: 3.0, Maximum: 16

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo)
Locally common in the oak foothills around Brownsville. Introduced and long established, but releases likely still occurring.

Locally common resident in the oak woodlands in the Willamette Valley region south of Brownsville. High numbers: 247 on December 28, 1996 on the Brownsville CBC; 190 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 50 on December 8, 1994 on Mt. Tom in extreme southern Linn County along Interstate-5 (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL, Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). Other areas: 3 on April 15, 1999 at Foster Res. (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Sodaville BBA square.

Breeding status: “confirmed” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 107, Maximum: 247

Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus)
Prill (1902): “Becoming quite common."

Thackaberry (1991): “A covey was on our farm when we bought it in 1964, but petered out."

Extirpated west of the Cascades by 1975 (Evanich 1985). Introduced and not self perpetuating. First introduced at Tangent in 1882 by Solomon Wright (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)). More released in 1915 in Linn County and other locations (Oregon Sportsman 3:202 (1915) fide Jobanek (1997)). May still be raised in captivity and released: 2 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)); 1 heard on June 7, 1998 on Scio BBS (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon.

California Quail (Callipepla californica)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in brushy lowland areas and lower clear cuts in the foothills. Introduced in 1916 in Linn County (Oregon Sportsman 4:133-134 (1916) fide Jobanek (1997)).

Common resident in brushy woodlots and farm edges in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 132 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)); 102 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: 15 immature birds September 11, 1978 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Uncommon resident in clear cuts in the foothills of the Western Cascades region. One known record: July 5, 1975 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Snow Peak BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 24

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 4.8, Maximum: 14

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 55, Maximum: 102

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 75, Maximum: 132

Mountain Quail (Oreortyx pictus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Hard to find but common enough in the mts."

Uncommon resident on mountain ridges and clearings. Formerly more common.

Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon resident in forest clearings in the Western Cascades region. High number: 14 on October 10, 1975 at Yellowbottom Campground (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Formerly uncommon resident in low forest edges: an adult with tiny young just out of eggs August 11, 1920 at Sweet Home and “very common” September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Records of birds on the Scio BBS indicate this species still may be found at lower elevations. Breeding: nest with 12 eggs on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)); nest with 11 quail eggs and 9 pheasant eggs on June 4, 1900 near Scio (Albert Prill, Oologist 17:156 (1900) fide Jobanek (1997)); photograph of downy young (no date) near Sodaville (Leslie Haskin fide Arthur Bent, Life histories of North American gallinaceous birds..., fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Upper Soda and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 45%, Average: 0.55, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 25%, Average: 0.42, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 1.0, Maximum: 4

Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis)
Prill (1902): “Female near Scio, Oregon, February 1, 1900. I have the specimen mounted and in my collection.” 

Vagrant. One record: a female collected February 1, 1900 at Scio (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)). Jewett examined the skin in 1921 (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes).

Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Uncommon summer resident in marshes wherever they occur. Few records. Earliest: March 1, latest: September 26.

Locally uncommon summer resident in marshes in the Willamette Valley region. Few recorded observations: March 1, 31, and April 2, 1996 NE of Lebanon (Jeff Harding pers. comm.); 1 on April 7, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); April 9, 1994 along Snow Peak Road (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); heard May 16, 1999 at marsh at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Roy Gerig, OBOL); May 23, 1998 at two locations near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “possible” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square.

Locally uncommon summer resident in marshes in the Western Cascades region. Few records: up to 3 on March 22, 1987, April 18, 1987, September 26, 1987, and March 28, 1992 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); and July 31, 1994 at Lava Lake (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 1 on July 17, 1999 at One Horse Slough 13 miles NE of Lebanon (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 16/March 26

Sora (Porzana carolina)
Thackaberry (1991): “Fairly common. I'm surprised you haven't seen them."

Locally uncommon to rare summer resident in marshes. Few records.

Locally uncommon to rare in grassy marshes in the Willamette Valley region. Breed annually at Bill Thackaberry's farm in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Few records: 2 on May 8, 1999 in Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 calling on May 9, 1999 N of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); a bird responded to a tape May 28, 1990 along Snow Peak Drive (Dave Copeland, pers. comm.); 1 heard on July 17, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Bill Tice, OBOL). A bird in a roadside puddle on the Scio BBS was in Marion County (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 23/April 7

American Coot (Fulica americana)
Thackaberry (1991): “On Scio sewer ponds in winter."

Uncommon resident and common winter visitor on lakes and ponds, primarily in the lowlands.

Common winter visitor and uncommon resident on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 119 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 104 on December 23, 1997 in the Orleans area of the Corvallis CBC; 92 on February 9, 1979 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 4 downy young May 2, 1979 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square.

Uncommon winter visitor and resident on ponds and lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: 15 on September 26, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 8 on October 28, 1999 on Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding: 2 adults and 3 young on May 16, 1987 at John Neal Memorial Park, Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 44, Maximum: 119

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 3.4, Maximum: 10

Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Most of Sauvie Island's cranes head south over our farm. If you watch the winter weather patterns you can predict the flights. What a sight to see hundreds of cranes in full voice going by. By the way, we have had up to 10 cranes winter in the Lebanon area for several years."

Lesser Sandhill Crane (G. c. canadensis): Uncommon migrant in the lowlands and rare migrant over the Cascades, flying over without stopping in spring and fall, and rare winter visitor in the lowlands. Greater Sandhill Crane (G. c. tabida): Rare summer resident on lakeshores along the Cascade crest. Overlying migrants: spring: earliest: February 9, latest: March 19; fall: earliest: September 25, latest: November 15.

Uncommon overlying migrant and rare winter visitor in the Willamette Valley region. Brownsville and Lebanon seem to be under the major flyway on the east side of the Willamette Valley, much rarer over Benton Co. (Herlyn 1997). High numbers: three flocks of “100 or more” on February 26, 1998 over Peterson Butte (Steve Siebel, Chat 27(8)); “hundreds” October 31, 1990 over Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 20(4)); 141 on October 28, 1979 over Crawfordsville (early fall date) (Elzy Eltzroth, Chat 9(3), pers. comm.); “100+” March 16, 1977 over Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 6(8), American Birds 31(5)); and 75 on February 26, 1994 flying north over Scio (Donna Lusthoff and Dave Anderson, Oregon Birds 20(3)). Early spring date: 33 over Brownsville on February 9, 1998 (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Late spring date: “flocks” March 18-19, 1974 over Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 3(7)). Late fall date: 65 on November 15, 1974 over Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 4(4)). Birds on the ground which may indicate locally wintering birds are: 9 which stayed a week in December 1981 at Albany (Karen Wilson, Chat 11(5)); 14 which landed January 4, 1995 at Lebanon (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL); and 10 “on the valley floor” February 3, 1982 (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 3 on December 10, 1999 along I-5 (Jeff Harding, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 4 on October 10-14, 2000 in a field between Lebanon and Albany (Jeff Harding, Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Rare fall migrant over the Cascade crest in the Pacific silver zone (Lesser). Early fall date: 40 on September 25, 1982 “flying south near the Santiam Pass” (Elzy Eltzroth, American Birds 37(2)). Rare summer resident on lakeshores (Greater): 1 “summered” in 1980 “on a pond near the Santiam Pass” (Charlie Bruce, American Birds 34(6)); a pair “probably nesting” during the spring of 1986 at Lava Lake (Carrie Herzinger, pers. comm.); a pair June 28, 1997 on Lava Lake (Rick Krabbe, OBOL); a pair on June 5-6, and 12, 1998 on Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); a pair on July 15, 1999 at Lava Lake (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 26/March 13

Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen nearly every fall in the rye grass fields. If we get a good rain in August or early Sept. the plovers will stay for a month or more in the grass seed fields."

Uncommon spring and fall migrant, and rare winter visitor in fields in the lowlands. Spring: earliest: April 5, latest: April 24; fall: earliest: September 23, latest: October 19.

Uncommon spring and fall migrant, and rare winter visitor in bare fields and mud flats in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 20 on April 20, 1994 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey). Early spring date: 12 on April 5, 1998 on Gap Road south of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Late spring date: 1 on April 24, 1993 on Pugh Road (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Early fall date: 1 on September 23, 1997 at the Tangent sewage ponds (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Late fall date: 1 juvenile October 19, 1997 at Tangent (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL). Winter records: 1 on December 8, 1994 at Rowland (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL, Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.); 1 on December 19, 1995 “east of RR tracks and south of Hwy 34” on Corvallis CBC (Dave Copeland, pers. comm.); 1 on December 21, 1980 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 10(5)); 1 on December 23, 1997 near Tangent on the Corvallis CBC (Chat 27(5)); 3 on January 21, 1994 at Tangent (Janet Hardin, OBOL); 3 on January 27, 1999 near Peoria (Trent Bray, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)). 

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 26/April 10

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Golden Plover (sp.)  (Pluvialis dominica/fulva)
Thackaberry (1991): “[Seen nearly every fall in the rye grass fields.] Rare in the spring but plenty in the fall."

Rare fall migrant and winter visitor in lowlands. Few records identified to species since AOU split Lesser Golden-Plover—both American (P. dominica) and Pacific Golden-Plovers (P. fulva) are possible.

Rare fall migrant and winter visitor in bare fields and mud flats in the Willamette Valley region. Four records: a probable early fall migrant June 25, 1989 (Oregon Birds 16(1)); 2 on October 1, 1983 (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 10(1)); November 17, 1986 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 13(2)); 1 on January 21, 1994 at Tangent (Janet Hardin, OBOL). Three records in Benton Co.: an American Golden-Plover in September, and Pacific Golden-Plovers in May and December (Herlyn 1997).

Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva)
1 on November 27 to December 1, 2000 at Tangent (Mark Nikas, Alan Reid, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)).

Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus)
Vagrant. One record: 1 observed for several hours in November 1996 at Lake Creek Slough near Peoria (Neil Holcomb, pers. comm.).

Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few show up nearly every spring migration here on the farm."

Uncommon migrant and rare winter visitor on mud flats. Spring: earliest: March 14, latest May 19; fall: earliest: August 20, latest: September 24.

Uncommon migrant and rare winter visitor on mud flats in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 16 on September 2, 1997 at Tangent sewage ponds (Hendrik Herlyn and Rich Hoyer, Jr., Chat 27(2)); 15 on April 24, 1997 in northern Linn County (Marcia Cutler, Roger Robb, and Nils Warnock, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey); 10 on April 26, 1997 at Tangent (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Early spring date: 4 on March 14, 1998 along Brandon Lane (Anthony Floyd, Chat 27(8)). Late spring date: 1 on May 19, 1998 at Tangent (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early fall date: 4 on August 20, 1994 in northern Linn Co. (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey). Late fall date: 1 on September 23, 1999 at Brownsville exit of I-5 (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 on September 24, 1997 at Tangent (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Winter: 4 birds January 21, 1995 in northern Linn County (Roy Titus, Oregon Birds 21(3)).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 2/April 29

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident along wet shores or short in grassy fields at all elevations, and abundant winter visitor in wet fields and shores in the lowlands.

Abundant winter visitor in cut or burned wet fields, and common resident in wetland edges or grassy fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 5279 on December 22, 1981 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 11(5)); 5078 on December 23, 1980 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 10(2)). Extreme dates for large flocks: 138 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.); 150 on February 9, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Historical: “common” in September 1909 “in the fields about Albany” (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Breeding: nest with 3 eggs on March 25, 1999 S of Peoria (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Shedd BBA squares; “probable” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Common resident or summer resident on lakeshores in the Western Cascades region. Historical: September 7, 1925 at Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in Hoodoo area. Early date: 1 on May 4, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late date: 1 on August 18, 1996 at Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). 

Corvallis SBC (1972): 19

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 92%, Average: 3.3, Maximum: 10

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 994, Maximum: 1914

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 2469, Maximum: 5078

Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “I had two on a Corvallis Xmas Count but I can't remember the year. There were 5 people in our group & 3 were good birders. We spent about 15 minutes going over all the field marks."

Vagrant. One record: 2 on December 22, 1981 SE of Oakville Church on the Corvallis CBC (Bill Thackaberry and Bob Buchanan, Oregon Birds 8(1), Chat 11(5)). Two records in Benton Co. from December to March (Herlyn 1997).

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus)
Vagrant. Three spring records: 12 on April 12, 2000 east of Corvallis (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); 6 on April 15, 1981 along Interstate-5 at Brownsville exit (Tom Mickel, Oregon Birds 7(2)); 2 on April 24 (or 25?), 1977 at Brownsville (Howard Taylor, American Birds 31(5), Chat 6(9)). About 10 records in Benton Co. from April 9-28 (Herlyn 1997).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 9/April 17

American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana)
Vagrant. Three fall records: 7 on August 26, 1989 at Green Peter Res. (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 16(2)); 1 on August 28, 1988 at pond along I-5 at Brownsville exit (Jim Johnson, Oregon Birds 15(2), pers. comm.); 2 on September 23, 1999 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Sylvia Maulding, Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(2)). Three records in Benton Co. from July-October (Herlyn 1997).

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common migrant."

Common migrant and rare winter visitor in the lower wetlands. Spring: earliest: January 25, latest: May 8; fall: earliest: July 16, latest: November 20.

Uncommon migrant in wetlands and puddles in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 105 on March 31, 1999 near the Tangent sewage ponds (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 100 on April 9, 1994 in Lebanon (Paul Sullivan, Oregon Birds 20(4)). High number in fall: 12 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn County (Paul Adamus, OBOL). Early spring dates: 1 on January 25, 1997 in northern Linn County (Paula Vanderheul, Nils Warnock, and Marcia Cutler, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey); 11 on February 9, 1999 north of Brownsville exit on I-5 (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 8 on February 11, 1998 at Tangent (Steve Dowlan, OBOL, (“February 12” Oregon Birds 24(3))). Late spring date: 3 on May 8, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early fall date: “several” on July 16, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds south of Brownsville (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 4 on July 17, 1998 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on July 17, 1999 on Brownsville sewage pond (Bill Tice, OBOL). Late fall dates: 1 on October 20, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 4 along Willamette River between Peoria and Irish Bend on November 20, 1998 (Trent Bray, OBOL). Winter: 4 on December 5, 1998 at Tangent (Marcia Cutler, Paula Vanderheul, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 4 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 2 on December 28, 1996 on the Brownsville CBC; 22 on January 3, 1999 on the Brownsville CBC (fide Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 21 on January 3, 2000 through February near Tangent (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 4 on January 4 1998 on Brownsville CBC (fide Jamie Simmons, Oregon Birds 24(3)). 

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on October 11, 1999 at Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 25/March 14

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 4.7, Maximum: 22

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes)
Thackaberry (1991): “5 birds on Big Lake Aug 1, 1968. Have seen several others since on the farm."

Uncommon migrant on ponds. Spring: earliest: March 13, latest: April 26; fall: earliest: July 17, latest: September 29.

Uncommon fall and rare spring migrant in wetlands and puddles in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 18 on August 21, 1993 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey). Early spring date: 2 on March 13,1999 on Riverside Drive (Marcia Cutler, OBOL). Late spring date: 1 on April 23, 1999 at Tangent sewage ponds (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 on April 26, 1998 at Gap Road rice ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early fall date: 2 on July 17, 1999 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Bill Tice, OBOL). Late fall dates: 1 on September 24, 1997 at the Tangent sewage ponds (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on September 29, 1998 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Rare migrant in the Hoodoo area. One record: 5 birds August 1, 1968 at Big Lake (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 20/April 8

Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus)
Vagrant. One record: 1 on April 10, 2000 at Tangent sewage ponds (Trent Bray, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)).

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had a pair at Fish Lake in June 1978(?). Several other people saw them there that year or whatever year it was & nesting was suspected. Since then I get one or two around my pond every spring & fall."

Uncommon migrant in wetlands the lowlands. Few records. Probably bred in the high Cascades in 1978. Spring: earliest: April 21, latest: April 29; fall: earliest: August 5, latest: September 2.

Uncommon migrant in puddles and grassy wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. Five records: 1 on April 21, 1999 on Gap road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 3 on April 23, 1994 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey); 1 on April 29, 1995 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey); 1 on August 5, 2000 at Tangent sewage ponds (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)); 1 on August 15, 1985 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.).

Rare summer resident and fall migrant along marshy lake edges in the Pacific silver fir zone. Two records: a pair April 27, 1978 to June 1978 on Fish Lake (Don MacDonald, Chat 7(9); Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on September 2, 1998 at the south end of Clear Lake (Neil Holcomb, OBOL).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 8/April 22

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common. Seen all year."

Common summer resident on gravel bars along stream sides and lakes at all elevations (April-September). Rare winter visitor on stream sides in the lowlands. 

Common summer resident, rare winter visitor on gravel bars along streams and rivers. High number: 12+ birds July 6, 1997 on 5 miles of the Calapooia River east of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); and 15 birds July 19, 1978 on 5 miles of the Willamette River downstream from Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Noticeable spring migration in late April and early May: early date: 1 on April 22, 1998 at Mt. Tom pond (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Winter records include: 1 on December 18, 1979 Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)); 1 on January 2, 1994 Brownsville CBC; and 5 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Breeding: downy chick on July 10, 2000 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL); nest with 4 eggs on June 7, 2000 at Brownsville (Nancy Bock fide Joel Geir, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Common summer resident along stream sides in the Western Cascades region. High number: 12 pairs June 28, 1997 at Lava Lake (Rick Krabbe, OBOL). Early date: May 24, 1975 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 18, 1976 at Foster Res.(Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nest with 4 eggs on June 12, 1998 at Trailbridge Res. (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); nest with 4 eggs on June 15-16, 1999 at Trailbridge Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Common summer resident along lakeshores and snow-melt ponds in the Hoodoo area. Early date: May 22, 1979 at Hoodoo (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on August 10, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus)
Thackaberry (1991): “[Seen nearly every fall in the rye grass fields. ] Some years they are common in the grass seed fields."

Rare migrant. Three known records: 1 on April 12, 2000 east of Corvallis (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); 6-7 birds April 23-27, 1997 (Rana Foster, Marcia Cutler, Roger Robb, Nils Warnock, Jamie Simmons, Steve Dowlan, Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey, OBOL); 1 on April 25, 1996 at Peoria (Bob Altman, pers. comm.). Two records in Benton Co. in April and November (Herlyn 1997).

Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “If you look hard you can find one or more every day in the grass seed fields in August feeding on grasshoppers."

Rare migrant and winter visitor in fields and wetlands in the lowlands. At least 12 recorded observations: 2 on January 12, 2000 at Plainview (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on January 21, 1994 in Tangent (Janet Hardin, Oregon Birds 20(3)); 1 on January 29, 1999 about 4 miles SW of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 from February 16 to April 13, 1999 at Boston Mill and Glasser roads along Seven Mile Lane near Brownsville (Mark Nikas, Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 1 on April 1, 1992 at Lebanon (Dawson and Bobby Mohler, Oregon Birds 18(4)); 1 from April 2-12, 2000 near Shedd (Jeff Fleischer, Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on April 24, 1996 at Peoria (Bob Altman, pers. comm.); 2 said to be present from January to early May, 1999 S of Peoria (fide Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 on August 12-14, 1998 about 5 miles east of Albany (fide Marcia Cutler, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(2)); August 22, 1926 at Scio (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)); 2 on November 26, 2000 at Boston Mill Road and Seven Mile Lane (Dave Irons, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)). Four records in Benton Co. from March-May and August (Herlyn 1997).

Sanderling (Calidris alba)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one on Corvallis Xmas Count."

Vagrant. Two records known: 1 bird May 4, 1996 on Oakville Road (Dave Eshbaugh fide Harry Nehls, pers. comm.); 1 on November 25, 1998 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, pers. comm., Oregon Birds 25(2)). One record in Benton Co. in May (Herlyn 1997).

Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “The most common peep."

Common migrant in lower wetlands (April, August-September). Perhaps rare winter visitor, though most records December-February are likely misidentified. Spring: earliest: April 18, latest: May 12; Fall: earliest: July 10, latest: September 29.

Common migrant on ponds and mud flats in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 70 on September 17, 1999 at pond SE of Brownsville I-5 exit (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 51 on September 8, 1999 at pond south of Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Early spring date: 10 on April 18, 1997 south of Brownsville, and 5 on April 18, 1997 at pond near Mt. Tom (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late spring date: 5 on May 12, 1999 near Tangent (Jamie Simmons, OBOL). Early fall date: 1 on July 10, 1999 at Tangent sewage ponds (Trent Bray, OBOL); 1 on July 10, 2000 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Late fall date: September 27, 1997 at Tangent sewage ponds (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL); 7 on September 29, 1998 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Rare in winter. Reported regularly on Christmas Bird Counts—probably in error. Large numbers in winter are certainly misidentified Dunlins or Least Sandpipers (Alan Contreras, Jeff Gilligan, Tom Mickel, pers. comm.): 75 on December 4, 1994 in n. Linn Co. (Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey); 40 on December 18, 1979 Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)). Smaller numbers are problematical and may be correct: 10 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 4 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 10 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 4 on January 21, 1995 in n. Linn Co. (Willamette Valley Shorebird Survey). Despite the many Corvallis CBC reports, there are no well-documented winter records in Benton Co.; the latest is October 21 (Herlyn 1997).

Uncommon migrant along lakeshores in the Western Cascades region. One recorded observation: a “small flock” on April 26, 1999 on Foster Res. (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.7, Maximum: 4

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common migrant (April-May; August-October) and rare winter visitor on mud flats. Earliest: July 10, latest: May 12.

Common migrant and rare winter visitor in lower wetlands of the Willamette Valley region. High number: 194 on April 29, 1994 in northern Linn Co. (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, WVSS). Winter high number: 29 on January 24, 1995 in southern Linn Co. (Rich Hoyer, Jr., WVSS). Early date: 8 on July 10, 1999 at Tangent sewage ponds (Trent Bray, OBOL); 11 on July 10, 2000 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Late date: 15 on May 12, 1999 near Tangent (Jamie Simmons, OBOL). 

Uncommon migrant along lakeshores in the Western Cascades region. One recorded observation: a “small flock” on April 26, 1999 on Foster Res. (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 4.5, Maximum: 13

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.8, Maximum: 4

Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii)
Thackaberry (1991): “One bird at Lost Lake Sept 21, 1965. Another in a burned off rye grass field near Brownsville Sept 17, 1967."

Rare fall migrant in wetlands. Earliest: September 2, latest: September 21.

Rare fall migrant on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Four records: 1 on September 2, 1997 at Tangent sewage ponds (Rich Hoyer, Jr. and Hendrik Herlyn, Chat 27(2)); 1 on September 15, 1999 at ponds at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on September 17, 1967 at Brownsville (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on September 23, 1999 at Halsey sewage ponds (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Eight spring records and six fall records in Benton Co., April-May and August-September (Herlyn 1997).

Rare fall migrant along grassy shores of lakes in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on September 21, 1965 at Lost Lake (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos)
Thackaberry (1991): “1 bird between Lebanon & Plainview SE of Lebanon Sept. 22, 1984."

Rare spring, and rare to uncommon fall migrant in wetlands. Spring: May 3; fall: earliest: August 2, latest: October 19.

Rare spring and uncommon fall migrant in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 7 on September 9, 1999 at pond south of Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL); 3 on September 29, 1998 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Spring: one record: May 3, 1974 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Howard Taylor, Chat 3(10)). Early fall: 1 on August 2, 1999 on Mt. Tom pond (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on August 2, 1999 on stock pond south of I-5 Brownsville exit (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late fall: 1 on October 19, 1985 SW of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.).

Rare fall migrant along lakes in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on September 25, 1994 at Lost Lake (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.).

Dunlin (Calidris alpina)
Thackaberry (1991): “Very common in winter."

Abundant migrant and winter visitor in lower wetlands. Earliest: October 15, latest: April 26.

Abundant winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 15-20,000 on February 13, 1993 at Halsey (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 19(3)); 15,000 on April 13, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 7111 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 5676 on January 25, 1997 in southern Linn Co. (Nils Warnock, Marcia Cutler, Paula Vanderheul, WVSS). Early date: 2 on October 15, 1998 at Tangent (Trent Bray, OBOL). Late date: 2 on April 26, 1998 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1728, Maximum: 7111

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 435, Maximum: 1820

Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus)
Rare spring migrant in lower wetlands. Spring: March 28.

Rare spring migrant in wetlands and pond edges in the Willamette Valley region. Two records: March 28, 1997 NE of Albany (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 2 in spring 1990 at ponds along Interstate-5 at Brownsville exit (Phil Pickering, Oregon Birds 16(4)). Four acceptable records of this hard-to-identify species in Benton Co. in April-May and July (Herlyn 1997).

Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus)
Thackaberry (1991): “We get a few every year on the farm during fall migration."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in lower wetlands. Earliest: July 16, latest: May 9.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 375 on January 3, 1999 at rice ponds south of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 325 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. None on Corvallis Christmas Bird Counts 1976-1980, but regular since. Early date: 1 on July 16, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds south of Brownsville (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 2 on July 17, 1998 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); July 17, 1999 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Bill Tice, OBOL). Late date: May 9, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 2 on May 16, 2000 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 7/March 22

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 128, Maximum: 375

Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago)
Prill (1902): “Found in winter; perhaps breeds.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Nests on the valley floor some but more so on the high mountain meadows. Abundant in winter."

Uncommon resident in grassy marshes at all elevations, common winter visitor in the lowlands.

Common winter visitor and migrant, and rare summer resident, in marshes in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 260 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 257 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 201 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in marshes in the Western Cascades region. Late date: 1 on October 28, 1999 at Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on November 13, 1999 at Lost Lake (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding season: an adult and hatch year bird banded July 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 41%, Average: 0.45, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 89, Maximum: 201

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 14, Maximum: 46

Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor)
Thackaberry (1991): “I have seen all three phalaropes on the Scio sewer ponds."

Rare migrant in lower wetlands. Possibly a rare breeder. Spring: earliest: May 8, latest: June 13; Fall: earliest: July 10, latest: August 21.

Rare migrant and possible summer resident on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Ten known records:  unknown number and date on Scio sewage ponds (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on May 8, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on May 8, 1999 a mile south of Gap Road rice ponds (Greg Gillson, pers. notes, Oregon Birds 25(4)); 1 on May 8, 1999 on Halsey sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); a pair May 16, 1999 at Halsey (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 10 on May 16, 2000 at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL; Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on May 16, 2000 at rice ponds on rice Road near Brownsville (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); a pair June 13-25, 1989 at Brownsville (David Fix, Bob Lucas, Oregon Birds 16(1)); 3 juveniles on July 10, 2000  at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Mark Nikas, OBOL); 1 juvenile on July 16-17, 1999 on Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Jeff Harding, Bill Tice, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(1)); 1 on August 21, 1993 in northern Linn County (Bill Thackaberry, Willamette Valley Shorebird Census). 

Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 20/May 10

Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus)
Thackaberry (1991): “[I have seen all three phalaropes on the Scio sewer ponds.] Had one on Corvallis Xmas [Count]."

Uncommon migrant on lowland ponds. Spring: earliest: May 4, latest: May 16; fall: earliest: August 3, latest: November 15.

Uncommon migrant on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Irregular in occurrence from year to year. High numbers: 175 on May 11, 1974 on Brownsville sewage ponds (Howard Taylor, Chat 3(1)); 70 on August 25, 1997 at Tangent sewage ponds (Dave Copeland, Jamie Simmons, Cliff Cordy, Chat 27(1)). Early spring date: 4 on May 4, 1999 on pond N of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Late spring date: May 16, 1994 at Tangent sewage ponds (Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). Early fall date: 2 on August 3, 1998 at Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late fall date: 12 on September 23, 1997 and 2 on September 24, 1997 at Tangent (Steve Dowlan, Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on November 15, 1976 on the Willamette River (Herlyn 1997).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 23/May 10

Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria)
Thackaberry (1991): “These are only seen in November after a strong blow on the coast."

Vagrant. Two records: 31 on December 13, 1995 east of Corvallis (Hendrik Herlyn, Rich Hoyer, Jr., Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.); 2 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)). Eleven fall records in Benton Co. from October-December, and 1 May record (Herlyn 1997).

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.4, Maximum: 2

Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus)
Vagrant. One record: a single bird reported without details on September 23, 1992 flying along the Willamette River north of Corvallis (C. Savonen and P. Zika, Chat 22(2)).

Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus)
Vagrant. One record: an immature road kill September 7, 1997 at the Santiam Jct. (Lew Rems fide Craig Miller, OBOL). One record in Benton Co. in September (Herlyn 1997).

Bonaparte's Gull (Larus philadelphia)
Thackaberry (1991): “One passed thru here Sept 14, 1966."

Rare migrant and winter visitor in lower wetlands. Earliest: August 3, latest: May 13.

Rare migrant and winter visitor on ponds in the Willamette Valley region. Possible rare annual fall migrant at Interstate-5 ponds at Brownsville prior to drying up in 1990 (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.). Seven recorded observations: 1 on January 6, 1997 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 1 on March 16, 2000 near Tangent (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on May 13, 2000 at the Brownsville sewage ponds (Jeff Harding, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on August 3, 1998 at Mt. Tom pond (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on September 14, 1966 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on November 6, 1999 on Foster Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on December 18, 1998 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL).

Mew Gull (Larus canus)
Prill (1902): “Fifteen (15) seen near Scio, Sept. 21, 1900; three (3) were secured. Occasional visitor.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “A few in the winter especially after storms."

Uncommon to occasionally abundant winter visitor in fields. Earliest: September 21, latest: March 14.

Uncommon to abundant winter visitor in fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 1,480 on March 14, 1998 (late date) along Brandon Road (Anthony Floyd, Chat 27(8)); 8-900 on February 16, 1998 south of Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 850 on March 7, 2000 near Tangent (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Perhaps has increased in numbers, as no records on Linn County portion of Corvallis CBC 1976-1980. Early date: 15 on September 21, 1900 (Albert Prill in Woodcock (1902)).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 6.5, Maximum: 32

Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis)
Thackaberry (1991):  “A few in the winter."

Uncommon migrant and common to abundant winter visitor in fields and on lakes. Earliest: July 11, latest: April 11.

Common to abundant winter visitor in fields and wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. Perhaps increasing. High numbers: 1442 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 1442 on December 28, 1996 on Corvallis CBC; 746 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Historical: specimen collected December 16, 1890 (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)—originally identified as Black-legged Kittiwake). Early date: September 26, 1977 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on April 11, 1978 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Uncommon migrant over the Western Cascades region, sometimes stopping to rest on large lakes. Four known records: 2 adults June 24, 1999 on Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); July 11, 1977 and July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); a band reported on September 30, 1965 from Snow Peak 10-minute latilong block had been banded on June 26, 1965 in Wisconsin  (USGS).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 279, Maximum: 1442

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 27, Maximum: 128

California Gull (Larus californicus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen almost every day in August passing over the mts headed for the coast."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in fields and on lakes. Rare summering non-breeder. Earliest: late June, latest: April 24.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in fields and wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 80 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 50 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC. Early date: 1 on July 6, 1978 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: March 9, 1977 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 third-year on June 2, 2000 at Doerfler’s pond east of Corvallis (Paula Vanderheul), OBOL.

Uncommon migrant over Western Cascades region. Immature birds may summer on larger lakes, or have incomplete migration. Historical: September 7, 1925 at Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: “many groups” in late June and early July 1992 migrating over Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson and Alan Contreras, Oregon Birds 19(1)). Late date: April 24, 1976 on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Uncommon migrant in the Hoodoo area. Early date: 2 on July 24, 2000 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. comm.). Late date: 65 on October 18, 2000 on Big Lake (Roy Gerig, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 18, Maximum: 80

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 10, Maximum: 50

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus)
Thackaberry (1991): “We had one on this year's [Corvallis] Xmas Count."

Rare and increasing winter visitor in fields in the lowlands. Earliest: December 7, latest: March 1.

Rare winter visitor in fields in the Willamette Valley region. Thirteen records: 1 feeding on a dead sheep on December 7, 1997 north of Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on December 8, 1994 at Halsey (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL; Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.); 19 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 1 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC; 4 on  January 2, 1994 Brownsville CBC; 4 on January 2, 1998 north of Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 feeding on dead sheep on January 3, 1999 on Tub Run Road on Brownsville CBC (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on January 7, 1999 between Harrisburg and Halsey (Craig Miller, pers. comm.); 35 on January 20, 1999 in flocks between Harrisburg and Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); more than 1 feeding on dead sheep on January 24, 1999 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on February 1, 1999 near Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); February 14, 1998 at Shedd (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 8 on March 1, 1999 on Linn West Road and I-5 (Dave Irons, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 4.3, Maximum: 19

Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri)
Rare winter visitor in fields in the lowlands.

Rare winter visitor in fields in the Willamette Valley region. Five records: 1 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC (Alan Contreras, pers. comm.); 1 on January 21, 1996 west of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 second-year bird on January 24, 1999 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 2 on March 1, 1999 where Linn West Road crosses I-5 (Dave Irons, OBOL); 2 on March 5, 1999 where Ridge Road crosses I-5 (Trent Bray, OBOL). Rare and increasing in Benton Co. from December-February (Herlyn 1997).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Western Gull (Larus occidentalis)
Vagrant. Five records: a band reported in November 1941 from Lebanon 10-minute latilong block was banded on July 16, 1938 along the Oregon coast (USGS); 1 first-winter on December 4, 1998 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig fide Bill Tice, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 1 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 5 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 1 “almost all the way” on January 24, 1999 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Identifying “pure” Western Gulls inland is problematical, as frequently hybridizes with Glaucous-winged Gulls. Hybrid Glaucous-winged x Western Gulls: 5 on January 20, 1999 between Brownsville and Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); January 24, 1999 west of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); February 14, 1998 at Shedd (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Rare in Benton Co., December-April, primarily since 1990 (Herlyn 1997).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens)
Thackaberry (1991): “The most common gull in the winter."

Uncommon winter visitor in lowland fields. Earliest: November 18, latest: March 14.

Uncommon winter visitor in fields in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 185 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Perhaps increasing, as none seen 1976-1980 on Corvallis CBC. Early date: November 18, 1977 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on March 14, 1999 at Albany (Roy Gerig, OBOL).

One found dead March 1, 1969 in Foster Res. 10-minute latilong block was banded on July 21, 1968 in Washington (USGS).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 67%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 6

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus)
Vagrant. Five winter records: 1 on January 3, 1981 at Halsey (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 7(2)); a first-year bird January 2, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC (Alan Contreras, pers. comm.); 1 on December 21, 1996 at Shedd (Helen and Robert Kelsh, OBOL); 1 first-winter bird on January 16, 2000 near Tangent (Tom Love, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on January 19, 1999 3 miles SE of Halsey (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)). Three records in Benton Co. December-March (Herlyn 1997).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia)
Rare spring migrant over lakes. Spring: earliest: April 26, latest: May 7; fall: June 18.

Rare spring migrant along waterways in the Willamette Valley region. One record: April 26, 1996 north of Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat summer 1996). Four records in Benton Co. in May and August-September (Herlyn 1997).

Rare migrant over the larger lakes in the Western Cascades region. Two records: 1 on May 7, 1994 over Foster Res. (Donna Lusthoff and Tim Janzen, pers. comm., Portland Audubon Warbler 58(8)); June 18, 1987 on Linn Co. side of Detroit Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.).

Black Tern (Chlidonias niger)
Thackaberry (1991): “They used to nest in a small marsh south of Rt #34 in the 60s."

Rare summer resident in lowland marshes. Earliest: May 10, latest: July 15.

Very rare summer resident in marshes and along the Willamette River in the Willamette Valley region. Apparently not present every year. Two known nesting locations: on the Willamette River between Corvallis and Albany, and at a marsh east of Corvallis (Doerfler’s pond (Bog Lake) 3 miles west of Tangent and 1 mile south of Hwy 34). At least Nine recorded observations: six nests in 1963 on Willamette River (American Birds [Audubon Field Notes] 17(5):478); 6 birds all summer 1979 on Willamette River between Albany and Corvallis (fide Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 5(5) and American Birds 33(6)); 4 adults and 3 juveniles July 15, 1981 on the Willamette River north of Corvallis (Fred Ramsey, Oregon Birds 7(3), Chat 11(1)); nesting birds May 12, 1996 SE of Corvallis (Paul Adamus, Oregon Birds 22(4)); 4 on May 10, 1997 over the Brownsville sewage ponds (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); nesting birds May 11, 1997 at a marsh east of Corvallis (Paul Adamus, OBOL); 3 on May 24, 1999 and 1 on May 26, 1999 east of Corvallis (Jamie Simmons, pers. comm., Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1-4 on June 1-2, 2000 on Doerfler’s pond east of Corvallis (Jamie Simmons, Paula Vanderheul, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(4)). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Rock Dove (Columba livia)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident around human habitation.

Common resident in towns and farms in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 257 on January 28, 1979 in northern Linn County (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 83 on January 2, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC; 80 on January 2, 1978 in northern Linn County (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Sodaville and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident near towns at lowest elevations in the western hemlock zone. High number: 40 on June 24, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Lyons and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 4

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 46, Maximum: 83

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 5.4, Maximum: 16

Band-tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident; not common."

Thackaberry (1991): “Getting more scarce every year."

Uncommon to common summer resident in lower forests and woodlots (March-September). Rare in winter in lowland towns. 

Uncommon summer resident in oak and mixed woodlots, including city parks and riparian corridors, in the Willamette Valley region. Rare winter visitor in towns. High number: 111 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Historical: first record: August 1825 at mouth of Santiam River (David Douglas, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940); but see “History of birding in Linn County” in present publication). Suffered from hunting pressure in the 1920s: “ten or fifteen years ago this bird was very common in the Willamette Valley, and then seemed almost to entirely disappear” (Albert Prill, Oologist 39:33 (1922) fide Jobanek (1997)). Early date: 3 on February 17, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: 3 on December 21, 1982 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 12(5)); 2 between December 30, 1923 and January 8, 1924 “leave us in October each year and are not seen again until spring” (Albert Prill, Oologist 42:77 (1925) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Uncommon to common summer resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. High number (and late date): 20 on September 26, 1987 near top of Snow Peak (~4000 feet elevation) in Pacific silver fir forest (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 1 on May 27, 1995 east of Cascadia (Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.). High elevation: a pair on July 3, 1999 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake, Galena Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Snow Peak BBA square.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 4/March 20

Corvallis SBC (1972): 111

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 18%, Average: 0.55, Maximum: 5

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 92%, Average: 8.8, Maximum: 41

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident; common.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common migrant and summer resident in open woods and field edges, common winter visitor in lowland fields.

Common summer resident in farms, fields, towns, woodlots, and riparian areas in the Willamette Valley region. Many migrate south in winter, but still common winter visitor in lowland fields and orchards. High number: 243 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Historical: “several” September 3, 1925 in Albany (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); “a few doves were seen up to Oct. 2 in the valley east and west of Albany” in 1909 (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Formerly rare in winter: 2 between December 30, 1923 and January 8, 1924 noteworthy as they “leave us in October each year and are not seen again until spring” (Albert Prill, Oologist 42:77 (1925) fide Jobanek (1997)); early spring arrival March 18 (no year given) in Albany (Bent, Life Histories of North American gallinaceous birds... (1932) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding: nest photographed under fallen tree (no date) near Brownsville (Leslie Haskin fide Arthur Bent, Life histories of North American gallinaceous birds, (1932) fide Jobanek (1997)); 4 nestlings/fledglings banded July 11-30, 1955 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, and Corvallis BBA squares; “possible” in Shedd BBA square.

Common summer resident along lower stream sides and clear cuts in the Western Cascades region. Early date: April 23, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: “several” September 3, 1925 at Detroit (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High elevation: old road kill on June 12, 1998 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on June 15, 1999 at Trailbridge Res. at about 2,000 feet elevation (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Clear Lake and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Uncommon migrant in the Hoodoo area. 1 on April 8, 2000 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes);  1 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on September 16, 1999 (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 81

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 3.2, Maximum: 6

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 135, Maximum: 243

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 80, Maximum: 169

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “I was one of the last to see a cuckoo in Ore. . . . it was in July 29,[19]70."

Vagrant. Former rare summer resident in thick river bottoms. Two records: nest with 2 eggs on November 7, 1891 at Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 8:241 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)); July 29, 1970 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Barn Owl (Tyto alba)
Prill (1902): “One specimen in winter.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Abundant. We had them on a breeding bird census several years ago at Cool Camp. 4600 ft elev. over a clear cut."

Uncommon resident in farmlands.

Uncommon resident in farmlands and open residential areas in the Willamette Valley region. Few recorded observations. Breeding: in barn on May 8, 1998 in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 4 young on floor of empty silo, old enough to fly, July 24, 1944 in Brownsville (Ruth Beatty fide Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Banding records: 2 banded March 1984 in Lacomb 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Rare resident or summer resident in openings in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on June 22, 1986 at 4600 feet elevation on Cool Camp BBS (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm., USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 67%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 0.4, Maximum: 1

Western Screech-Owl (Otus kennicottii)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common. They nest on the farm."

Common resident along wooded streams, in woodlots and orchards.

Common resident in farms, towns, orchards, and stream sides in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 7 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: 2 in separate nest boxes on April 11, 1978 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); in nest box on May 9, 1998 and May 8, 1999 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). One on July 22, 1998 catching bats at dusk as they emerged from a building roosting site in Albany (Carolyn Paynter, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(1) (incorrectly listed as Corvallis)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Uncommon resident along streams in the Western Cascades region. Few recorded observations: 1 calling on September 6, 1979 near Santiam Jct. (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 1 banded between May 26-30, 1988 in Blue River 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.7, Maximum: 7

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.8, Maximum: 4

Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Common resident in all areas except extensive old growth, and higher forests.

Common resident in woodlands, farmlands, and towns in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 13 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 10 on December 21, 1982 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 12(5)). Historical: “very abundant” 1 collected November 28, 1890 at Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 8:10 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)). Nests in old hawk or crow nests. Breeding: a nest February 4 (incubating), March 25 (first observed young), April 6 (2 young), April 21, 1998 (juveniles out of nest) at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); nest with 2 owlets March 10, 1999 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); an immature May 18, 1978 at Lacomb (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common resident in open areas in Western Cascades region, gradually less common as elevation increases, but still present in the highest forests. High elevations: 1 on June 13, 1970 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 2 on June 20, 1992 at Bruno Meadow near Mt. Bruno (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); September 4, 1925 in Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); 1 banded between September 26-30, 1984 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Rare resident in Hoodoo area. One record: 1 calling male August 28, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 9%, Average: 0.09, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 25%, Average: 0.50, Maximum: 4

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 4.3, Maximum: 13

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 2.2, Maximum: 6

Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca)
Prill (1902): “Occasional visitor.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “I forgot the year of the big invasion but we had 3 or 4 probably more in the county."

Rare winter visitor in lowland fields. Cyclical invasion of several birds at a time that may move around, making determination of numbers difficult. Earliest: November 15, latest: April 9.

Rare cyclical winter visitor in open fields and towns in the Willamette Valley region. Known records believed to be 8 different birds from 5 different winters: winter 1973-74: November 23-25, 1973 at Albany (Bill Thackaberry and Charles Saffell, Chat 3(4)); November 25, 1973 on Hwy 34 (Vaughn Morrison and Fred Ramsey, Chat 3(4)); winter 1984-85: April 9, 1985 on Interstate-5 at Brownsville exit (Wilber Jessen, Oregon Birds 11(4)); winter 1993-94: December 21, 1993 to January 29 (30), 1994 at Fayetteville (Fred Ramsey fide Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.; Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 20(3); Chat 23(5-7); Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); January 15 and February 21, 1994 on Orling Road (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); winter 1996-97: November 15 to December 14, 1996 on Birdfoot Drive east of Tangent (Peter Vanderlip fide Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.; Mark Nikas, pers. comm., Ray Korpi, Fred Ramsey, OBOL, Chat December 1996); November 16-24, 1996 on Hwy 99E at Bell Plain (Don MacDonald and Jonathan Plissner, Chat December 1996); 1 from November 17 to December 3, 2000 at Tangent (Dave Irons, Alan Reid, OBOL, Paul Wahto, Roger Robb, Oregon Birds 27(1), Oregon Birds 27(2)).

Northern Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium gnoma)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in conifer forests.

Uncommon resident in the few conifer woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Common resident in conifer forests in the Western Cascades region. High elevations: 1 on January 6, 1996 at Potato Hill Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 5, 1998 at mouth of Crescent Creek at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on June 21, 1992 at Bruno Meadows (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); September 10, 1982 on the Santiam Pass (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 12(2)); “lots” September 18, 1974 about 5 miles north of the Santiam Jct. (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 4(2)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Galena Mt. BBA square.

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.5, Maximum: 3

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 0.6, Maximum: 2

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident and breeds in Linn County.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Seem to be making a slight comeback locally. We get one almost every year on our Xmas Count."

Rare annual winter visitor and former local resident in farmlands in western Linn County.

Rare and local winter visitor in the Halsey/Peoria/Fayetteville/Shedd areas in the Willamette Valley region. Historical: noted as breeding about 1902 (Albert Prill in Woodcock (1902)); noted in 1909: “a few miles east of Albany Oct. 2 and another near Halsey Oct. 5” (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey); noted as a possible breeder on Peterson Butte in the 1930s (William Graf thesis (OSU 1939) fide Bob Altman, OBOL). Early/late dates: 1 from August 31, 1981 to April 3, 1982 at Peoria (Ray Valberg, Oregon Birds 7(3); Don and Marie Emenhiser, American Birds 36(5)). Late date: 1 at fox den with “many fresh pellets” in April 1996 on Thackaberry's farm in Lebanon, not believed to have bred (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Some persecution: 1 found shot on January 3, 1981 near Halsey (Chat 10(5) and Oregon Birds 7(1)).

Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Have heard them several times on our Breeding Bird Census & saw one last year near Iron Mt. late June 1990."

Uncommon resident in old growth forests in the Western Cascades region.

Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

The Dept. of Interior, in the draft Recovery Plan for Northern Spotted Owl (1992), lists 3 Designated Conservation Areas for Spotted Owls in Linn County on Federal lands. Area OD-7, most of which is in Linn Co., has 67,248 acres with 23 known pairs and 2 known singles. It includes Willamette National Forest south of Hwy. 20 at Upper Soda, including Owl Ridge, Soapgrass Mt., and Gordon Lakes (it also includes Blue River Lake in Lane Co.). Area OD-6 is entirely in Linn Co. It has 81,251 acres with 18 known pairs and 5 known singles. This area includes the Middle Santiam Wilderness, and BLM land along Quartzville Creek and Crabtree Mt. The south half of OD-5 is in Linn Co. The entire area contains 80,982 acres with 23 known pairs and 4 known singles. It includes Marion Forks, Mt Bruno, Pamelia and Marion Lakes (it goes north to Breitenbush R. in Marion Co.).

Known records: 1 male collected November 1, 1924 at Scio (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)); 1 on June 12, 1976 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 18, 1978 on Cool Camp BBS (Bill Thackaberry, USGS); 1 on September 14, 1979 near Santiam Jct. (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 12 in early August 1981 on a survey of the Sweet Home Ranger District (Frank Graves, Oregon Birds 7(3)); 1 male May 13, 1989 in Crabtree Valley (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 2 males and 1 female March 28, 1991 on upper Thomas Creek (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 40 pairs but only 6 pairs nesting in spring 1995 north of the South Santiam River (fide Steve Dowlan, Oregon Birds 21(4)); 1 in mid-July 1996 on BLM land north of Quartzville Creek (fide Chris Lundberg, OBOL); 1 calling in afternoon on May 10, 1998 south of Iron Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on January 1, 1999 on Maxwell Butte (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Banding records (in 10-minute latilong blocks): Blue River (Linn/Lane Co.): 153 (including 38 nestlings/fledglings) from 1975-1996; Mt. Tom (Linn/Lane Co.): 19 (including 6 nestlings/fledglings) from 1990-1994; Trail Bridge (Linn/Lane Co.): 176 (including 57 nestlings/fledglings) from 1983-1996; Parks Creek: 80 (including 22 nestlings/fledglings) from 1983-1996; Mt. Washington Wilderness (Linn/Lane Co.): 28 (including 13 nestlings/fledglings) from 1988-1996; Upper Soda: 11 from 1988-1996; Brownsville: 7 (including 2 nestlings/fledglings) from 1991-1993; Lacomb: 12 (including 6 nestlings/fledglings) from 1990-1994); Yellowbottom: 81 (including 35 nestlings/fledglings) from 1986-1996; Snow Peak: 25 (including 9 nesting/fledglings) from 1986-1996; Foster Res. 27 (including 6 nestlings/fledglings) from 1990-1993; Sweet Home: 11 (including 2 nestlings/fledglings) from 1991-1993); Cascadia: 16 (including 2 nestlings/fledglings) from 1990-1992; Scar Mt.: 3 from 1989-1992; Santiam Jct.: 31 (including 11 nestlings/fledglings) from 1987-1996. (USGS)

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Barred Owl (Strix varia)
Rare and increasing resident in a variety of forests and woodlands. First recorded in Oregon in 1974. First recorded in Linn Co. in 1989 or 1990.

Rare resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. Four recorded observations: 1 banded between June 11-15, 1989 in Blue River 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); 1 on November 11, 1990 at Lava Lake (Phil Pickering, Oregon Birds 17(2):53); 2 banded between June 1-5, 1993 in Upper Calapooia 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); “several pair” with nest and fledged young in 1996 in the Snow Peak BBA hexagon (fide Steve Dowlan, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons. First recorded in Benton Co. in 1993 and regular since (Herlyn 1997).

Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa)
Rare and recently discovered resident in meadows and clear cuts adjacent to higher mature forests.

Rare resident in mountain meadows adjacent to old growth forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Historical: first record: August 29, 1976 on the Santiam Pass (Dave DeSante, American Birds 31(2)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon.

There are 18 records known to ODFW up to 1992 (Melissa Platt, pers. comm.): (no date) Coffin Mt. 11S/06E/14 (DERD); June 20, 1978 Parks Cr. bridge 12S/07E/31 (SHRD); September 11, 1982; Robinson Lake 15S/07E/03 (Harshman, MKRD); August 25, 1985 Detroit Lake 10S/05E/34 (Paul Capone, DERD); October 1986 Clear Lake 14S/07E/08 (Borden and Chandler, MKRD); May 2, 1989 Bunchgrass Ridge 15S/07E/15 (David Johnson, ODFW); May 1990 Kink Creek 14S/07E/32 (MKRD); May 1990 Ollalie Creek 15S/07E/18 (MKRD); May 9, 1990 Harter Creek 13S/05E/16 (Dave Halemeier, SHRD); July 13, 1990 Cougar Creek 13S/06E/17 (Todd Buchholz, SHRD); July 19, 1990 Bunchgrass Ridge 15S/07E/09 (Tim Fox, MKRD); a male on April 16, 1991 Bunchgrass Ridge 15S/07E/09 (Melissa Platt, ODFW); a pair April 17, 1991 Kink Creek 14S/07E/32 (Rebecca Goggans, ODFW); a pair April 17, 1991 Robinson Lake 15S/07E/03 (Melissa Platt and Rebecca Goggans, ODFW); May 1, 1991 Ollalie Creek 15S/07E/18 (Melissa Platt and Rebecca Goggans, ODFW); May 6, 1991 Robinson Lake 15S/07E/03 (Melissa Platt, ODFW); June 25, 1991 Bunchgrass Ridge 15S/07E/09 (Landon, MKRD); July 16, 1991 Mt. Washington Wilderness 15S/07E/14 (Leach and Hughes, MKRD). [ODFW = Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife; SHRD = Sweet Home Ranger District of Willamette Natl. For.; MKRD = McKenzie Ranger District, of Willamette Natl. For.; DERD = Detroit Ranger District, of Willamette Natl. For.]

Other records: 1 possible heard July 12, 1999 on Cone Peak (fide Mark Nikas, OBOL); 2 on July 20-21 and 25-26, 1999 near a small lake near Big Meadows (T12SR6-1/2ES33) 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.).

Long-eared Owl (Asio otus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had them nesting in our woods in 64, 65, 66 & 67. See one very occasionally since."

Rare and irregular winter visitor in open woodlots. Rare and irregular breeder.

Rare winter visitor and irregular resident in woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. Five records: nested on Thackaberry's farm in Lebanon from 1964-1967 (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); February 22, 1993 in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 1 March 16-18, 1998 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry and Don MacDonald, fide Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 2 on December 18, 1979 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)); 1 found dead in December 1994 at Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 4(5)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant or summer resident in the Western Cascades region. Two records: 1 in late April 1989 in e. Linn Co.” (D. Johnson fide Evelyn Bull in “Birds of Oregon: a general reference”); a pair August 13, 1981 near Crescent Mt. (J. Moran, Oregon Birds 7(3)). Breeding status “possible” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.4, Maximum: 2

Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus)
Thackaberry (1991): “A winter visitor becoming more scarce."

Uncommon winter visitor in tall grass fields. Probably rare and declining summer resident.

Uncommon winter visitor in grassy fields and marshes in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 6 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); at least 5 on February 5, 1999 on Bond Butte Road (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 5 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 4 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)). Historical: “feathers of short-eared owls were found scattered along one of the ditches” September(?) 1909 near Albany (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Summer: 1 pair “numerous times, nesting suspected” in summer of 1996 and 1997 on Glasser Road, west of Lebanon (Bob Altman, pers. comm., ODFW Grassland Bird Project). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 1.0, Maximum: 6

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 4

Northern Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus)
Thackaberry (1991): “We put up owl nest boxes in our woods & about every other year we get a wintering bird."

Uncommon winter visitor in lowland woods. Uncommon resident in woodlots and forests.

Uncommon winter visitor in woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. Eight recorded observations: February 1976 north of Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 5(7)); 1 found dead February 21, 1975 at Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 4(7)); 1 on February 24, 1982 “on valley floor” (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); “calling nightly” March 20-30, 1996 about 10 miles east of Brownsville; 1 on June 13, 1992 on Scio BBS (Jeff Harding, USGS); 1 on October 18, 2000 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); November 1976 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 6(4)); 1 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)); 1 on December 22, 1975 along Owl Creek on Corvallis CBC (Chat 5(5)). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. Winter: 1 banded January 11-15, 1978 in Mt. Tom 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Summer: 1 on April 23, 2000 above Crabtree Creek (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on May 1, 1988 on McKenzie River near Trail Bridge Res. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); occasionally encountered during June on the Cool Camp BBS (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, USGS). “Commonly heard” in Santiam Pass area (Evanich (1990)). Breeding status “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons.

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.32, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “There are a few around the town in Lebanon but the real concentration is up in the clear cuts in the Cascades. I have seen 150 birds in the air over Lava Lake."

Common summer resident in mountain clearings, and uncommon to rare summer resident in the lowlands. Earliest: June 1, latest: September 8.

Uncommon migrant and rare summer resident breeding on bare ground and river gravel bars in the Willamette Valley region. Formerly more common, laying eggs on flat gravel roofs in town; but now rare—perhaps (as hypothesized in the East) crows have learned to plunder the exposed eggs (Birding 30(1):40). Early date: 1 on June 1, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on June 1, 1999 over Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Late date: 2 on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Common summer resident over open clear cuts and over lakes in the Western Cascades region. 6th most common bird of Cool Camp BBS. High numbers: 150 (no date) over Lava Lake (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 45 on June 18, 1978 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 6 on June 10, 1969 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Late date: September 4, 1925 at Detroit (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding: nest with 2 eggs on July 26, 1999 at Big Meadows 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Snow Peak BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha and Galena Mt. BBA squares.

Common summer resident in the Hoodoo area. High number: 4 on August 5, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early date: June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Late date: August 16, 1990 over Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): May 10/June 4

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 95%, Average: 19, Maximum: 45

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one that flushed from a farm road here May 22, 1967."

Vagrant. Three records of spring migrants: 1 on May 22, 1967 flushed from a road in Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on May 22, 1991 on Pat Creek Road at T11S, R4E, Sec. 9 (Lynne and David Larson, Oregon Birds 18(1)); 1 on May 31, 1991 at T12S, R3E, Sec. 24 (Alison McCaull, Oregon Birds 18(1)).

Black Swift (Cypseloides niger)
Thackaberry (1991): “One stormy Sept day in about 1973-4 or 5 I saw 6-10 birds swooping over town in Lebanon. I called a friend of mine in Corvallis & told him to keep an eye out & sure enough they were flying around Corvallis also. They must migrate over the higher mts & the storm drove them down into the valley."

Rare migrant over any area. Spring: May 5; fall: earliest: July 1, latest: September 22.

Rare migrant over any area in the Willamette Valley region. One spring record: 1 on May 5, 2000 at Stahlbush Island, Linn/Benton Co. (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Six fall records: 8 flying low on August 3, 1977 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 9, 1927 at Scio (Albert Prill, Wilson Bulletin 49:119 (1937) fide Jobanek (1997)); 1 on September 9, 2000 over Albany (fide Harry Nehls, OBOL, Jeff Fleischer, Oregon Birds 27(1)); 2 on September 17, 1997 east of Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 27(2)); 5 on September 20, 1973 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 3(2)); 1 found dead in field on September 20, 1924 at Albany (Condor 27:70 (1925) fide Jobanek (1997) contra Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)).

Rare migrant or summer visitor over the Western Cascades region. One record: 2 on July 1, 1989 at Pamelia Lake (Roy Gerig, Oregon Birds 16(1)).

Vaux's Swift (Chaetura pelagica)
Thackaberry (1991): “They have learned to use chimneys instead of hollow trees which are getting scarcer now. They are more common around town than up in the mts."

Common summer resident in towns, and uncommon summer resident in mature forests with standing dead trees. Earliest: April 25, latest: October 16.

Common summer resident over towns, nesting in chimneys in the Willamette Valley region. Perhaps more common now than formerly, though 1 bird noted August 11, 1920 at Lebanon (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Stage into huge flocks in the fall. High numbers: 1500 on September 20, 1998 of which 500 entered a chimney at Fisher Funeral Home in Albany (Dan Heyerly, pers. comm.); 400 entering a chimney for an evening roost on September 26, 1982 at Lebanon (Gery and Terry Pace, Chat 12(2)); “huge numbers” of fall migrants in chimney at Lebanon Middle School until it was taken down about 1996 (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Early date: 10 on April 26, 1978 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 450 on October 10, 1998 entering a chimney in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 4 on October 16, 1998 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Albany and Shedd BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in forests in western hemlock zone; rarer at higher elevations. High number: 15 on August 5, 1989 near Mill City (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 10 on April 25, 1999 about 10 miles above Idanha (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Late date: “numerous” on September 17, 1998 at Carmen Res. (Bruce Newhouse, OBOL). High elevation: 1 on June 5, 1998 on Parks Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); pair on June 5, 1998 near Fish Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); pair on June 6, 1998 at Big Springs near Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); flock on July 1, 1989 over Pamelia Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); June 4, 1990 and September 4, 1990 at Mountain House (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Clear Lake, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Galena Mt. BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 5/April 21

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 59%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 6

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 42%, Average: 0.50, Maximum: 2

Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilocus alexandri)
Thackaberry (1991): “One bird at the feeder 1-7 Aug 86. There was a young male the next year about the same time but I didn't write down the date."

Vagrant, or rare summer resident in high mountains. Three records: 1 on July 24, 2000 south of Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 bird August 1-7, 1986 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry and Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 13(2)); “young male” in 1987 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.). Two records in Benton Co. in May (Herlyn 1997).

Anna's Hummingbird (Calypte anna)
Thackaberry (1991): “We get one or two at the feeder every year. People in town get them all winter some years."

Rare winter visitor or resident at lowland hummingbird feeders. First noted in Oregon in 1958.

Perhaps rare resident in towns in the Willamette Valley region. Two recorded observations: February 1983 in Sweet Home (Terry Pace, Chat 12(7)); singing male on March 5, 1996 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square. Uncommon resident in Benton Co. with several reports each winter (Herlyn 1997).

Breeding status “possible” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon.

Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope)
Thackaberry (1991): “We get one almost every year at our feeder passing thru. I thought I had one at Park[s] Creek near Lava Lake once but I wasn't positive."

Uncommon summer resident along higher mountain streams and meadows. Rare spring migrant in the lowlands. Earliest: March 20, latest: September 5.

Rare spring migrant visiting flowers and hummingbird feeders in the Willamette Valley region. Five recorded observations: a female on March 22 through May, 1998 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, Oregon Birds 24(4)); a female for “a couple of days” by May 6, 2000 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); a male on May 8, 1999 on Bond Lane S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); May 9, 1998 at feeder in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); May 13, 1986 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 12(4)); 1 female on May 15, 1999 about 4 miles NE of Lebanon (Mark Nikas, OBOL). About 15 records in Benton Co. from April-May (Herlyn 1997).

Uncommon summer resident in mountain meadows and riparian areas in the Pacific silver fir zone, locally uncommon summer resident in openings in the higher areas in the western hemlock zone. Five recorded observations: 1 male and 2 females on May 25, 1992 at Marion Forks Restaurant (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 female June 21, 1992 at Marion Forks Restaurant (Greg Gillson, Oregon Birds 19(1)); 1 probable male on July 4, 1999 at Lava Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 1 on July 15, 1972 at Tombstone Prairie (Bill Elliott, Chat 2(1)); 1 on September 5, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Also found at Lost Lake and Lava Lake (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Uncommon summer resident in the Hoodoo area. Found on brushy hillsides at Hoodoo and Big Lake May-August (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.). 1 on May 9, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on May 13, 1988 at Hoodoo (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on July 24, 2000 on Sand Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 7/April 27

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common. The males leave early it seems & go up into the clear cuts & feed on fire weed."

Common summer resident in meadows and riparian areas at all elevations. Earliest: February 20, latest: September 21.

Common summer resident in woodlands and gardens throughout the Willamette Valley region, arriving with the blooming of red-flowering currants. Males generally arrive 2 weeks before the females.  High number: 22 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Early date: February 20, 1995 in Albany (Alan McGie, Oregon Birds 21(3)). Late date: August 19, 1976 at Peterson Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: female on nest on June 1, 1996 south of Crawfordsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Common summer resident in openings and riparian corridors in the Western Cascades region. High number: 21 on July 5, 1971 on Clear Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 5 on April 9, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 21, 2000 at Tombstone Prairie (Alan McGie, Oregon Birds 27(1)). High elevation: August 29, 1999 at 6000 feet on Mt. Washington (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Breeding: nest building on June 15-16, 1999 at Trailbridge Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL); nest with at least 1 young on July 18, 1999 at Iron Mt. (Barbara Gleason, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Idanha, Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square.

Common summer resident in wildflower meadows and riparian edges in the Hoodoo area. Early date: 1 displaying male on June 5, 1998 on Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 2, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 16/March 3

Corvallis SBC (1972): 22

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 95%, Average: 5.2, Maximum: 21

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 6.4, Maximum: 11

Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident along streams, rivers, and lakes at all elevations.

Common resident along rivers in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 20 on July 19, 1978 on 5 miles of Willamette River downstream from Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 9 on December 18, 1979 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)). Breeding: 2 birds entering nest burrow on June 14, 1987 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident along rivers and lakes in the Western Cascades region. Historical: September 5, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High elevation: August 28, 1989 at Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 birds on December 29, 2000 at Lost Lake (Paul Sullivan, OBOL). Breeding: carrying food on June 12, 1998 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Uncommon summer resident in the Hoodoo area. Four records: 1 on Augst 5, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 each on August 17, 1990 and August 28, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 2, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 2.5, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 4.0, Maximum: 9

Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “We see a few every winter but no where near the number of 20 years ago."

Uncommon to rare winter visitor in woodlots in the lowlands, rare fall migrant in the mountains. Formerly common resident.

Uncommon to rare winter visitor in trees in the Willamette Valley region. Declining. High number: 14 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Reports other than winter Corvallis CBC records include: 1 “about 1978” near Crabtree (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 1 on March 21, 1979 in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 27, 1971 on Scio BBS (USGS); 1 on August 19, 1976 at Peterson Butte near Lebanon (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 27, 1977 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Reports since 1990: 1 on December 21, 1995 on Corvallis CBC (Alan McGie, Oregon Birds 22(3)); 1 flycatching from utility poles on May 9, 1999 between Albany and Lebanon (Dan Heyerly, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(4)); 1 on November 12, 1999 near Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL). Common in Benton Co. until the mid 1960s (Herlyn 1997).

Rare fall migrant in open mountain forests in the Western Cascades region. Three records: June 26, 1992 at Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson, pers. comm.); a “large flock” September 4, 1925 at Detroit (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); September 10, 1982 on the Santiam Pass (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 12(2)). Breeding status “possible” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons.

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 3.4, Maximum: 14

Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Fairly common & stable numbers."

Locally common resident in selected mature oak groves. 

Locally common resident in mature oak groves in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 20 on December 23, 1997, and 17 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Historical: Probably first extended range to Linn Co. about 1950 (Jobanek 1994). Breeding status “possible” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Shedd BBA square; “possible” in Corvallis BBA hexagons.

Breeding status “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 5

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.0, Maximum: 3

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 6.8, Maximum: 17

Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius)
Rare resident in the highest mountain forests.

Vagrant in the Willamette Valley region. Two records: 1 on March 31, 2000 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on May 12, 1990 in Crabtree Valley (Dave Copeland and Barb Bellin, pers. comm.).

Rare resident in forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Three reports: 1 second-year bird banded between July 26-30, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong (USGS); (undated): above Idanha and near Lava Lake (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Red-breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus ruber)

Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Uncommon resident in evergreen forests and mixed woods at all elevations. Uncommon winter visitor in residential trees in the lowlands. The subspecies ruber is the expected form.

Uncommon winter visitor and uncommon resident in lowland woods and orchards in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 13 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: 1 carrying food to nest hole on June 8, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon resident in larger-diameter trees in forests and riparian areas in the Western Cascades region. High number: 7 on July 5, 1976 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). High elevations: July 19, 1975 at Pamelia Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 at about 4500 feet elevation on March 28, 1992 at Monument Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on January 6, 1996 at Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on January 3, 1998 at Maxwell Butte Sno-Park (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding: juvenile and pair of adults on July 26, 1999 in Big Meadow 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Idanha and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 86%, Average: 2.2, Maximum: 7

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.0, Maximum: 4

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 5.8, Maximum: 13

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 2.8, Maximum: 5

Williamson's Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus)
Vagrant or rare summer resident. Five records: 1 on June 24, 1998 at Lost Lake (Roger Robb, Oregon Birds 25(1)); 1 male on July 2, 1996 at Hoodoo (Sylvia Maulding, pers. comm.); 1 male on July 16, 1998 at Hoodoo Ski Bowl (Mike and Merry Lynn Denny, Oregon Birds 25(1)); 1 imm. female on July 25, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 female/imm. on August 5, 1999 below Hoodoo Butte (Mark Nikas, OBOL). Breeding status “possible” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon. Two or three records in Benton Co. in April and May (Herlyn 1997).

Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in deciduous woods, riparian areas, and lower forest edges.

Common resident in deciduous and mixed woods, including in towns, especially along riparian edges in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 16 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Common resident in clearings and riparian areas with deciduous trees in the lower western hemlock zone. Rare resident in higher riparian situations. High elevations: 1 banded between August 16-20, 1994 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); 1 on September 16, 1994 at Lost Lake (Matt Hunter, pers. comm.); 1 on October 28, 1999 at Fish Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. BBA square.

Rare in Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on June 24, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 50%, Average: 0.75, Maximum: 3

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 7.0, Maximum: 11

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 9.0, Maximum: 16

Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Hard to find nowadays. They need mature trees & they are getting hard to find."

Common resident in mature forests. Locally uncommon resident in isolated conifer woodlots on the valley floor.

Uncommon resident in isolated mature conifer woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. Perhaps additional winter visitors in the lowlands. High number: 10 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common resident in mature forests in the Western Cascades region. High number: 9 on June 24, 1973 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). High elevation in winter: 3 on January 6, 1996 on Santiam Pass (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 1 juvenile on June 13, 1998 along Horn Creek near Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); nest with young on July 3, 1999 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 4 including an immature male with red forehead on July 5, 1991 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Idanha, Lave Lake, Galena Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “probable” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square; “possible” in Snow Peak BBA square.

Common resident in Hoodoo area. Breeding: 2 nests on June 12, 1998 at Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); nest with young on July 3, 1999 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 95%, Average: 2.8, Maximum: 9

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 25%, Average: 0.33, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 2.8, Maximum: 10

White-headed Woodpecker (Picoides albolarvatus)
Vagrant. One record: 1 on August 10, 1986 at Big Lake campground (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides tridactylus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Were very common in the Big Lake area after the burn (68 & 69)."

Rare resident in the highest mountain forests.

Rare resident in Engelmann spruce forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Three records: a pair in spring 1990 at Lost Lake (Harry Nehls, Oregon Birds 16(4):318); 1 on May 6, 1995 at Lava Lake (Skip Russell, Oregon Birds 21(4)); 1 on July 5, 2000 at Lost Lake (Wesley Stone, OBOL). Listed at Lost Lake (Evanich (1990)). Breeding status: “possible” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons.

Rare resident in the Hoodoo area. 1 on January 10, 1996 on Santiam Pass (Alan McGie, Oregon Birds 22(3)); 1 female on June 1, 1999 in Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 male on June 4, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on June 28, 1992 at Hoodoo (fide Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); nesting in early July 1979 in Hoodoo parking lot (Tom Crabtree, Oregon Birds 5(3)); 1 on July 10, 1993 at Big Lake (Harry Nehls, Oregon Birds 20(1)); 1 on July 24, 2000 on east slope of Hayrick Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on July 25, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); October 27, 1985 at Hoodoo (Fred Chancey, Oregon Birds 12(3)); 1 on December 19, 2000 at Big Lake (Craig Roberts, Oregon Birds 27(2)). Listed at Hoodoo (Ramsey (1978)). Listed as breeding (Evanich (1990)).

Black-backed Woodpecker (Picoides arcticus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Same [as Three-toed Woodpecker]."

Uncommon resident in highest mountain forests.

Uncommon resident in lodgepole pine forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Three records: 2 on September 7, 1979 (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.); 1 on September 16, 1972 about 4 mi. n. of Santiam Jct. (Joe Pesek, Chat 2(2)); 1 on September 18, 1974 about 5 mi. n. of Santiam Jct. (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 4(2)). Listed at Lost Lake (Evanich (1990)). Breeding status “possible” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon.

Uncommon resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Recorded observations: 1 on January 6, 1996 on the Santiam Pass (fide Alan Contreras, pers. comm.); pair on May 9, 1987 near Big Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 female on May 22, 1979 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 5 and 14, 1999 in Benson Sno-Park (Lee Kellogg, Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 male on June 23, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); pair on June 28, 1992 at Hoodoo (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); June 28, 1998 at Hoodoo (Ken Aldrich, OBOL); adult feeding young at nest on June 28, 2000 at parking area of Hoodoo Ski Bowl (Roy Gerig fide Virgil Evans, OBOL); nest with young on July 3, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 on July 23-24, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); male on August 28-29, 1999 near Big Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 1 male and one female on December 8, 2000 at Big Lake (Craig Roberts, Oregon Birds 27(2)). Listed at Hoodoo (Ramsey (1978)). Listed as breeding (Evanich (1990)).

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident along wood edges and forests in all areas. Common winter visitor in lowlands.

Common resident and winter visitor in woods, riparian areas, towns, and farms wherever there are at least some trees in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 171 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 154 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 139 on December 19, 1978 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 8(5)). Historical: in fall 1909 Bailey found that “Flickers are fairly common over the valley” (Biological Survey). Hybrid red-shafted x yellow-shafted: 1 on January 3, 1999 west of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); possible pure Yellow-shafted form or hybrid on December 26, 1998 at Mt. Tom pond (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: nesting on May 11, 1996 in Lebanon (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in forests and edges in Western Cascades region. High elevation: “a few” September 6, 1925 at Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); at 5000 feet On June 20, 1992 near Mt. Bruno (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nest with 7 eggs on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common resident in the Hoodoo area. Early date: 1 on May 9, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late date: 1 on September 30, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: nest on June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 11

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 82%, Average: 2.7, Maximum: 8

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 3.0, Maximum: 5

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 126, Maximum: 171

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 75, Maximum: 139

Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident; rare."

Thackaberry (1991): “A very adaptable bird. We had them successfully nest on the farm in 1970. I don't think numbers have dropped off too much."

Common resident in mature mountain forests, uncommon resident along mature riparian edges in the lowlands.

Uncommon resident and winter visitor in riparian edges with large cottonwoods and maples, or isolated stands of mature Douglas-fir in the Willamette Valley region. Few reports. High number: 5 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 4 on December 31, 1994 and 4 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. Regular at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Common resident in mature forests in the western hemlock zone, including lower forests mixed with maples; and uncommon resident in the lower forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Historical: 3 on August 11, 1920 at Cascadia (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High elevations: 1 on March 4, 1973 at Tombstone Pass (Lars Norgren, Chat 2(8)); 2 on January 6, 1996 at Potato Hill Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on January 6, 1996 and June 5-6, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 6, 1998 at Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Idanha and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “probable” in Lava Lake and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Vagrant or rare visitor in forests in the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on July 3, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 50%, Average: 0.59, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 2.5, Maximum: 5

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common in the mts. in summer."

Common summer resident in mountain forests; uncommon spring migrant in the lowlands. Earliest: May 13, latest: August 5. 

Uncommon spring migrant, perhaps rare summer resident, in mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. Early date: 1 on May 26, 1972 in Peoria (John Butler, Chat 1(10)). Low elevation summer: 1 on July 25, 1979 from 5 miles of Willamette River downstream from Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). The 29 reported June 13, 1972 east of Corvallis are a transcription error (Chat 2(1)). Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square, “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common summer resident in the foothills and mature forests in the Western Cascades region. 4th most common bird on the Cool Camp BBS. High numbers: 32 on July 5, 1976 and June 18, 1978 on the Cool Camp Breeding Bird Survey (USGS). Suffered a 13% decrease in average numbers between 1968-73 and 1988-92. The Scio BBS, where less common, averaged a 30% decrease between 1976-80 and 1988-92. Early date: May 13, 1996 at Green Peter Res. (Steve Dowlan, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Lava Lake, Galena Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Early date: May 22, 1979 (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: July 1, 1989 (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nest on June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 20/May 6

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 21, Maximum: 32

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 67%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 5

Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common summer resident in woodlands and forests at all elevations; gradually less common as elevation increases. Earliest: May 9, latest: September 20.

Common summer resident in oak, ash, and mixed woodlands, and towns in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 25 on June 10, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS); 23 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Early date: May 9, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Late dates: 1 on September 12, 1997 in Albany (Anthony Floyd, Chat 27(2)); 1 on September 20, 1998 at Pine Grove south of Peoria (Dan Heyerly, pers. comm.); 1 on September 20, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Corvallis and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in forests in the Western Cascades region; less common in Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 4 on July 5, 1971 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 1 on May 16, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: August 25, 1977 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake and Galena Mt. BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo region. One recorded observation: 1 on June 23-24, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 7/May 2

Corvallis SBC (1972): 23

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 68%, Average: 1.1, Maximum: 4

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 92%, Average: 11, Maximum: 25

Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Locally common summer resident in willow-lined wetlands and alder clearings in the forest; uncommon summer resident in brushy wetlands in the lowlands. Earliest: April 24, latest: September 20.

Uncommon summer resident in willow stream bottoms and farmlands in the Willamette Valley region. Formerly more common. High numbers: 31 on June 10, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS). Historical: “calling from a hazel thicket” on June 9, 1940 at Sweet Home (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: 1 calling on June 7, 1998 along Belts Road (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 10 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville and Shedd BBA squares.

Common summer resident in clear cuts, 3-10 years old, regrown with willow and alder shrubs in the Western Cascades region. High numbers: 21 on June 20, 1987 and 14 on June 30, 1974 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: April 24, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 20, 1975 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 1 on July 6, 1991 on the South Fork of Parks Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on June 5, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 20 birds banded June-August, 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 7 birds banded July-August, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake, Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 25/May 15

Corvallis SBC (1972): 10

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 10, Maximum: 21

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 12, Maximum: 31

Hammond's Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Needs old-growth. Getting hard to find."

Common summer resident in dense mountain forests. Earliest: April 16, latest: August 26-30.

Uncommon to rare spring migrant in deciduous woods in the Willamette Valley region. One record: April 16, 1994 at Thackaberry's farm in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in mature close-canopied Douglas-fir and western hemlock forests with little understory; and forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. High numbers: 30 on June 5, 1998 at Lava Lake Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 25 on May 25, 1992 on Independence Rock Trail at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: May 22, 1992 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 22 birds banded July-August 26-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). High elevations: May 27, 1991 at Maxwell Butte trailhead, and 3 on July 6, 1991 on Iron Mt. trail (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Atypically, uncommon summer resident in younger mixed maple and Douglas-fir forests: July 3, 1979 at Menear’s Bend on Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake, Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha and Tidbits Mt. BBA square.

 Uncommon summer resident in the Hoodoo area. One recorded observation: 2 on May 27, 1995 at Hoodoo (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.). Listed as present (Evanich (1990)).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 14/April 21

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 5.8, Maximum: 11

Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common in the clear cuts less than 10 years old."

Common summer resident in clear cuts and openings in the higher forests. Earliest: April 27, latest: August 16-20.

Common summer resident in higher clear cuts in the Western Cascades region. High number: 14 on June 25, 1983 on Cool Camp BBS (Bill Thackaberry, USGS). Early dates: 1 on April 27, 1996 at Foster Res. (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on May 8, 1988 near Clear Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Late date: 7 birds banded July-August 16-20, 1992 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Low elevation: 5 on June 24, 1981; 1 on June 9, 1986; 2 on June 15, 1991 on Scio BBS (Jeff Harding, USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common summer resident in open brushy manzanita and ceanothus slopes in the Hoodoo area. High number: 40 on May 24, 1992 (early date) on the slopes of Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 1 carrying food to nest on July 3, 1999 on east slope of Hayrick Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 adult and 3 fledglings on August 16, 1990 (late date) at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 4.8, Maximum: 14

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 25%, Average: 0.67, Maximum: 5

Gray Flycatcher (Empidonax wrightii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one in the mts. in June . . . years ago."

Vagrant. Two records: June “years ago . . . in the mts.” (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). One record in Benton Co. in May (Herlyn 1997).

Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis)
Thackaberry (1991): “A common bird in the foothills. Scarce higher up."

Common migrant and summer resident in lower forests. Earliest: April 23, latest: October 4.

Common migrant and summer resident in mixed woodlands and riparian areas in the Willamette Valley region. Early date: 1 on May 1, 1999 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 “the first of the season” on May 2, 1979 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 birds banded between May 11-15, 1984 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Late date: October 4, 1998 along Beaver Creek at Lebanon (Jeff Harding OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the western hemlock zone; uncommon summer resident in forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. High numbers: 5 on July 5, 1991 and May 25, 1992 on Independence Rock trail at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: April 23, 1977 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 20, 1975 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevations: 1 on May 24, 1992 at Lost Lake ; 1 on June 6, 1998 at Big Springs near Lava Lake; July 4, 1991 on Riggs Lake trail (elevation 3388'); 1 on July 6, 1991 on Iron Mt. trail (elevation 3389'-5455'); (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Snow Peak BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Rare fall migrant in the Hoodoo area. One record: August 29, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 2/April 27

Corvallis SBC (1972): 2

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 32%, Average: 0.55, Maximum: 4

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 4

Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans)
Vagrant; one breeding record. Seven records: May 24, 1947 in Linn County (Evenden, Dumas, and Gordon, Condor 49:212 fide Oregon Birds 20(1):12); 1 on January 28, 1982 at Peoria (Audrey and Gerry Ansell, Chat 11(6)); 1 from December 20, 1996 to March 24, 1997 at Peoria (Carolyn Paynter, OBOL; Omar Halverson, Oregon Birds 23(4); Oregon Birds 23(3)); 1 on December 3, 1997 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, Chat 27(5), Oregon Birds 24(3)); an adult feeding a fledgling from July 10-19, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, Mike Patterson, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(1)); October 20, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(2)); 1 on December 19, 2000 at Snag Boat Bend near Peoria (Trent Bray, pers.comm.). Three records in Benton Co. from December-March and August-September (Herlyn 1997). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon.

Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya)
Prill (1902): [no details]

Thackaberry (1991): “I used to see one nearly every year here on the farm but . . . it's been a long time."

Rare spring migrant in shrubby fields in the lowlands. Rare fall migrant and winter visitor. Earliest: September 16, latest: April 14.

Rare, but irregular, spring migrant in shrubby fields in the lowlands in the Willamette Valley region; rare fall migrant and winter visitor.  Ten recorded observations: January 2-3, 2000 at Brownsville (fide Jeff Harding, Jamie Simmons, OBOL); January 28, 1999 NE of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)); February 15, 1969 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); March 9, 1990 west of Lebanon (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.); March 10, 1925 at Scio (Albert Prill, fide Stanley Jewett's pers. notes); March 16, 1967 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); April 14, 1965 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on September 30, 1969 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 2 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 1 on December 30, 1995 for Brownsville CBC (Barbara Combs and Kate Dwire, Oregon Birds 22(3)).

Rare migrant in openings in the Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on September 16, 1994 at Lost Lake (Matt Hunter, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 0.7, Maximum: 2

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myarchus cinerascens)
Vagrant. One record: 1 on 3 different dates in mid-July 1996 on Tub Run Road (Bob Altman, ODFW Grassland Birds Survey, pers. comm.). One record in Benton Co. in September (Herlyn 1997).

Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis)
Thackaberry (1991): “We had them nest successfully here on the farm or locally for about 10 years."

Uncommon migrant and summer resident in open farmland. Earliest: April 18, latest: September 9.

Uncommon migrant and summer resident in farmlands in the Willamette Valley region. Early date: 1 on April 18, 1997 about 5 miles south of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late date: 1 on September 9, 1978 at Peoria (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: “at least 3 nests, and numerous sightings both during migration and throughout the nesting season” in 1996-7 (Bob Altman (ODFW Grassland Birds Survey), pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Rare migrant in openings in the Western Cascades region. One detailed record: 1 on June 15, 1999 at dam at Trailbridge Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area. One record: late May 1995(?) at Big Lake (Ray Korpi, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 15/April 26

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 17%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 1

Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus)
Vagrant. Two records: 1 on July 8, 1995 on Peterson Butte (John Lundsten, Oregon Birds 22(1)); 1 on June 18, 1997 in Linn County (Bob Altman, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon. Two records in Benton Co. in May and June (Herlyn 1997).

Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few every winter."

Uncommon winter visitor in open lowlands. Earliest: November 18, latest: April 7.

Uncommon winter visitor in brushy fields and hedgerows in Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 4 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 3 on December 18, 1979 on Corvallis CBC. Early date: 1 immature on November 7, 1998 at Tangent (Marcia Cutler, OBOL). Late date: 1 from December 15, 1998 to April 7, 1999 on Belts Road S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on April 14, 1999 on Ogle Road (Marcia Cutler, OBOL).

Rare visitor to lower clearcuts in the Western Cascades region. One record: March 16, 1999 in clearcut on south shore of Green Peter Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 1.7, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 3

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus)
Thackaberry (1991): “I have seen a few on the valley floor."

Rare migrant and winter visitor in open lowlands. Earliest: September 27, latest: February 27.

Rare winter visitor and migrant along brushy hedgerows in the Willamette Valley region. Six records, all of single birds: 1 adult on September 27, 1997 at Tangent (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, Oregon Birds 24(2)); December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)); December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; December 31, 1998 along Davis Road east of Corvallis (Jamie Simmons, OBOL); January 5, 1980 near Brownsville (Howard Taylor and Don Menefee, American Birds 34(3)); February 19-27, 1994 at Fayetteville (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 20(3)). 

Breeding status “possible” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Cassin's Vireo (Vireo cassinii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Nests at all altitudes."

Uncommon migrant in forests in the lowlands and mountains, and uncommon summer resident in riparian edges in mountain forests. Earliest: April 16, latest: September 4.

Uncommon spring migrant and rare summer resident in wooded areas in the Willamette Valley region. Five recorded observations: 1 on April 16, 1999 at Brownsville exit of I-5 (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on April 24-25, 1997 at Tangent (Marcia Cutler and Jamie Simmons, OBOL); 1 on April 27, 1997 at Tangent (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 2 on May 12, 1999 near Tangent (Jamie Simmons, OBOL); 1 on June 23, 1999 on Santiam River near Scio (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in riparian areas in the forests in the Western Cascades region. Few recorded observations. Early date: May 20, 1989 at Foster Res. (?) (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 banded between May 21-25, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Late date: September 4, 1925 at Detroit (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Summer: July 3, 1999 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Listed as regular at Lost Lake (Evanich (1990)). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha and Lava Lake BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Listed as present (Evanich (1990)).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 26/April 17

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.50, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 42%, Average: 0.75, Maximum: 3

Hutton's Vireo (Vireo huttoni)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seems to be a bird of the foothills & valley floor. Not hard to find."

Uncommon resident in oak groves and mixed woods on the valley edge and lower foothills.

Uncommon resident on oak knolls and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 5 on January 2, 1994 on the Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Uncommon resident in mixed woods in the lower Western Cascades region. Few recorded observations. High elevation: March 6, 1993 near Crabtree Lake (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Snow Peak and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 17%, Average: 0.25, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 3.7, Maximum: 5

Warbling Vireo (vireo gilvus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common summer resident in deciduous and mixed woods, especially riparian areas. Earliest: May 2, latest: August 20.

Common summer resident in riparian and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. Early date: “First of season” on May 2, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on August 20, 1995 on Mt. Tom (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Breeding: building a nest on June 1, 1996 south of Crawfordsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in mixed woods, and especially alder riparian edges, in the Western Cascades region. High number: 15 on June 23, 1984 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 1 on May 24, 1992 at Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 8 banded between June and August 21-25, 1996 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding: 1 nestling/fledgling banded August 1-5, 1995 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons, “possible” in Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Galena Mt. BBA squares; “possible” in Tidbits Mt., Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in the Hoodoo area. May 24, 1992 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 5, 1998 on Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 banded on June 12, 1998 on Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); July 24, 2000 on Sand Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 2/April 26

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 91%, Average: 3.6, Maximum: 15

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 2.6, Maximum: 6

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)
Rare, irregular, and local summer resident breeding in loose colonies along certain streams in the foothills. Earliest: June 6, latest: August 1.

Rare summer resident along certain streams in the lower Western Cascades region. Historical: breeding colony along Crabtree Creek from 1965-85 (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.). More recent records from this area: 2-3 on June 6, 1996 (early date) at Crabtree (John Lundsten, Oregon Birds 23(1)); June 16, 1996 on Scio BBS (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, OBOL, USGS); June 17, 1996 at Scio (fide Mark Nebeker, Oregon Birds 23(1)); June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, OBOL, USGS). Several records from Foster Res.: 1 singing male on 1 on June 24, 1978; 1 on July 3, 1979; 1 on July 7 and 9, 1977; August 1, 1976 (late date) (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Records from Santiam River bridge on Hwy 226 near Crabtree: 2 during summer 1994 (Jim England and Roy Gerig, Oregon Birds 21(1)); 1 singing on June 19, 1999 (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Other locations include: 1 on June 22, 1990 at Lava Lake (Tom Love, Oregon Birds 17(1):24); 2 on July 8, 1978 on the upper Calapooia River about 5 miles upstream from Holley (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 2

Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident; rare."

Thackaberry (1991): “Hard to find but regular. Not below 1500 ft."

Common resident in high mountain forests. 

Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Common resident in forests in the Pacific silver fir zone; uncommon resident in lower forests. High numbers: 12 on July 5, 1971 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 11 on January 6, 1996 at Potato Hill Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevations: September 25, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); 5 on July 6, 1991 on Iron Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); listed as regular at Lost Lake (Evanich (1990)). Low elevations: 1 on July 5, 1991 on Independence Rock trail (2800') at Marion Forks; 2 on September 12, 1978 north of Snow Peak (at 2500') (both Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 on January 3, 1999 about 8 miles SE of Brownsville at 2100-2400 feet on the Brownsville CBC (Kelly Bettinger, pers. comm.). Breeding: 2 adults and 2 juveniles on August 9, 1996 at Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “probable” in Clear Lake and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “probable” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 10 on August 9, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: 2 on January 2, 1978 at Hoodoo (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Summer: June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Breeding: 2 juveniles on August 28-29, 1999 from Big Lake to Mt. Washington (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 73%, Average: 2.2, Maximum: 12

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.5, Maximum: 3

Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in forests, mixed woods, and nut orchards at all elevations.

Common resident in mixed woods and nut orchards in the Willamette Valley region; more widespread in winter. High number: 189 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: “nest found” on June 4, 1920 in Scio (Albert Prill, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Common resident in all forests in Western Cascades region. 12th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High number: 36 on June 12, 1988 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Breeding: nest with 4 eggs on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake and Snow Peak BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Winter: 1 on November 4, 1978 on the Santiam Pass (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Summer: 10 on June 24, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 12, Maximum: 20

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 92%, Average: 3.1, Maximum: 11

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 74, Maximum: 189

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 5.4, Maximum: 10

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)
Vagrant. One record: December 31, 1994 to January 2, 1995 in Brownsville (Lynne McAllister, Rich Hoyer, Jr., Barbara Combs, Matt Hunter, OBOL). One record in Benton Co. in February (Herlyn 1997).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Western Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma californica)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in lowland woods and residential areas.

Common resident in oak groves and towns in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 168 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 139 on December 31, 1994 and December 28, 1996 on the Brownsville CBC. Subspecies: type A. c. immanis collected January 9, 1901 at Scio (Albert Prill fide Joseph Grinnell, Auk 18:188 (1901) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding: nest with 5 eggs on April 28, 1932 near Corvallis (W. E. Griffee fide Stanley Jewett's pers. notes); feeding young on June 6, 1997 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Corvallis and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Locally common resident in towns and open areas barely above 600 feet of elevation in the foothills in the Western Cascades region with isolated oak groves. High number: 15 on June 24, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevations: July 5, 1975 on the Calapooia River upstream from Holley (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); as far as Gates (1000 feet) along the North Santiam river (Steve Dowlan, pers. comm.); July 3, 1999 at Gates (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 23

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 5.7, Maximum: 11

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 119, Maximum: 168

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 71, Maximum: 110

Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinchus cyanocephalus)
Thackaberry (1991): “15 Oct 87."

Vagrant. One record: 1 on October 15, 1987 northeast of Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 14(3)).

Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana)
Thackaberry (1991): “Regular at Hoodoo & Big Lake. I had one that fed on a deer carcass on the farm in Nov (?) 1973."

Uncommon resident in the higher mountain forests about timberline.

Vagrant in the lowlands. One record: 1 feeding on a deer carcass in November(?) 1973 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Uncommon resident in forests and cliff edges in the Pacific silver fir zone to timberline. High number: 48 on September 24, 1976 at House Rock (Elzy Eltzroth, Chat 6(2) and American Birds 31(2)). Historical: September 5-7, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High elevation: September 27-28, 1994 at Duffy Lake near Three-fingered Jack (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Clear Lake BBA hexagons.

Uncommon to locally common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 7 on August 28-29, 1999 between Big Lake and Mt. Washington (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Winter: 1 on November 4, 1978 at Hoodoo. Summer: May 27, 1991 and June 23, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Black-billed Magpie (Pica pica)
Prill (1902): “Several specimens seen during winter of 1900-1901.” 

Vagrant. Two old records: “rarely seen, but several have been secured in the vicinity of Sodaville” (Albert Prill, Oologist 12:47-49 (1895) fide Jobanek (1997)); winter of 1900-1901 (Albert Prill, in Woodcock (1902)). Two records for Benton Co. in September and October (Herlyn 1997).

American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common to abundant resident in farmlands, towns, and lower mountain forests.

Abundant resident in farmlands and towns in the Willamette Valley region. 4th most abundant bird on the Scio BBS. High numbers: 1677 on December 31, 1996, and 1506 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: carrying food on June 7, 1998 at Holley (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Sodaville, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident in lower forests and river valleys in the western hemlock zone. High number: 15 on March 21, 1987 and January 30, 1988 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: “throughout breeding season near Detroit” (Steve Dowlan, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Quartzville and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Idanha BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 17

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 29, Maximum: 53

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1027, Maximum: 1677

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 12, Maximum: 38

Common Raven (Corvus corax)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident; rare.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Increasing. Now nests on valley floor."

Common resident in mountain forests and edges of the valley floor.

Common winter visitor and uncommon resident in lowland fields in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 85 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Common resident in all forests in the Western Cascades region. High number: 5 on July 8, 1978 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake, Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Winter: 2 on January 2, 1978 at Hoodoo Ski Bowl (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Summer: 5 on May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 2

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 86%, Average: 2.2, Maximum: 5

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 50%, Average: 0.83, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 58, Maximum: 85

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 13, Maximum: 21

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris)
Thackaberry (1991): “They used to be very common & nested on the valley floor. Modern farming has done them in."

Common winter visitor and locally common resident in bare fields, mud flat edges, and gravel road edges in the lowlands (E. a. strigata). Possibly rare summer resident on mountain peaks above timberline (E. a. alpina), though no records of such.

Common winter visitor and uncommon resident in bare fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: “hundreds” in newly seeded field on October 19, 1997 at Tangent (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(2)); 300 on January 4,1999 off McLagen Road (Marcia Cutler, OBOL); 240 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC. Historical: adult female of the local subspecies, strigata, collected on January 22, 1881 at Tangent (Henry Henshaw, Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)); “a few horned larks were seen Sept. 28” in 1909 (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Shedd BBA square.

Breeding status “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 17%, Average: 0.33, Maximum: 3

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 59, Maximum: 240

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 4.7, Maximum: 17

Purple Martin (Progne subis)
Thackaberry (1991): “There used to be a nesting colony in some snags above Crabtree Creek. The Forest Service . . . cut down the snags so now we only have occasional migrants."

Rare summer resident near water in lowlands and foothill edges. Earliest: April 24, latest: September 5.

Rare migrant and summer resident where artificial nest boxes erected in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 12 nesting pair in boxes in 1997 and 15 pair in 1998 near “Birdhaven” in Stayton, more (14 pair in two colonies in 1998) nesting on a farm 5 miles away (Eric Horvath, OBOL). Early date: 2 on April 24, 1976 below Foster dam (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late dates: August 19, 1976 on Peterson Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 10 on September 5, 1990 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Oregon Birds 17(2)). Other records: June 15, 1978 at Brownsville (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 8(1)); June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (USGS); 1 on June 26, 2000 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); July 1977 at Tangent (Chat 7(1)); July 10, 1998 between Corvallis and Albany (Mike Patterson, OBOL); 5-10 on July 26, 1997 across the Willamette River from Corvallis (Cliff Cordy, Chat 27(1)). Breeding status “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Rare summer resident in lower clear cuts in the Western Cascades region. One detailed record: 2 on June 10 and 22, 1999 in an old growth snag in a recent clear cut east of Lebanon (T12S R1W Section 9, SE quarter) (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 17/May 1

Scio BBS: Frequency: 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common. Nests in the higher altitudes."

Common summer resident (February-July) near water at all elevations. Rare winter visitor. Earliest: February 8, latest: September 16.

Common summer resident near water in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 110 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)); 75 on April 14, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: February 8, 1995 at Lebanon (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 21(3)). Late date: 24 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Winter records: 1 on December 5, 1993 at both Tangent and Crabtree (Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 20(3)); 1 on December 22, 1998 at Tangent on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5); Paula Vanderheul, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common summer resident along streams and lakes in the Western Cascades region. High number: 100 on April 18, 1987 at John Neal Memorial Park in Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 5 on March 21, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: July 11, 1977 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: building nest in nest box on May 26, 1998 at Lost Lake (Mary Reese, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Common summer resident in the Hoodoo area. Early date: 2 on May 9, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers comm.). Late date: 7 on August 5, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: numerous adults and juv. on July 23, 2000 on Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): January 10/February 12

Corvallis SBC (1972): 110

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 64%, Average: 1.4, Maximum: 6

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 15, Maximum: 40

Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common summer resident and abundant fall migrant in towns and forests. Earliest: February 22, latest: October 16.

Common summer resident over towns and near water in the Willamette Valley region. Builds into large migratory flocks in fall. 9th most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High number: 223 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.); 200 on September 7, 1997 in western Linn Co. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Early date: February 22, 1995 at Lebanon (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 21(3)). Late dates: 200 on October 1, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 5 on October 16, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding: a nest May 11, 1996 at Lebanon (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square.

Common summer resident over forests near water in the Western Cascades region. High number: 200 on April 18, 1987 at John Neal Memorial Park in Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 25 on March 21, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: August 27, 1975 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevations: 2 on June 5, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 40 on June 20, 1992 at Marion Forks fish hatchery (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on July 6, 1991 over Iron Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nest in building on June 12, 1998 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “probable” in Galena Mt. BBA square; “possible” in Lava Lake and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in the Hoodoo area. Early date: 2 on May 24, 1992 over Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 10 on August 9, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 10 on August 10, 1996 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: numerous adults and juv. on July 23, 2000 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 21/March 3

Corvallis SBC (1972): 92

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 22, Maximum: 38

Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seems to be decreasing. We had one that came around the farm the middle of Nov. last year & survived until the cold weather in Dec."

Common summer resident along streams with steep mud banks. Earliest: March 30, latest: September 7.

Common summer resident along streams in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 50 on September 7, 1997 (late date) at Brownsville (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Early date: 2 on March 30, 1999 at Simpson Park in Albany (Marcia Cutler, OBOL); April 1, 1999 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); April 3, 1977 at Freeway Lakes (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: 1 bird from mid-November to December 18, 1990 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.). Breeding: digging nest hole on April 25, 1998 in bank of Willamette River at Simpson Park in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); feeding fledglings at nest hole on July 26, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Common summer resident along streams in the lower Western Cascades region. High number: 15 on April 22, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 3 on April 18, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: August 27, 1975 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 6 on May 1, 1988 at Trail Bridge Res. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); June 4, 1990 at Mountain House (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); June 12, 1998 and 3 on June 20, 1992 at Marion Forks fish hatchery (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on June 5, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nesting colony on July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, and Foster Res.BBA hexagons; “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 22/April 4

Corvallis SBC (1972): 8

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 14%, Average: 0.27, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 83%, Average: 4.8, Maximum: 24

Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia)
Rare migrant that has nested once.

Rare migrant at Foster Reservoir in the lower Western Cascades region. Breeding: colony of 15 at gravel pit on August 1, 1976 at Sunnyside campground at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “possible” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon. Three records in Benton Co. in April and May (Herlyn 1997).

Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common summer resident nesting in large colonies under eaves and on cliffs in the lowlands and lower foothills. Earliest: March 31, latest: September 18.

Common summer resident nesting primarily under eaves of barns in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 216 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Early date: March 31, 2000 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL); April 1, 1999 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Late date: “flock” on September 8, 1926 at Halsey (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding: feeding young at nest on August 6, 1996 about 5 miles west of Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square.

Common summer resident in the lower Western Cascades region, nesting on bridges and river cliffs. High number: 25 on April 21, 1978 (early date) and June 24, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 18, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 20 on May 1, 1988 at Trail Bridge Res. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 17/March 31

Corvallis SBC (1972): 216

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 67%, Average: 10, Maximum: 50

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)

Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Abundant summer resident in open lowlands. Fall migrants linger into early October and build into flocks. Earliest: April 10, latest: November 13.

Abundant summer resident in agricultural and residential areas in the Willamette Valley region. 10th most abundant bird on the Scio BBS. High numbers: 500 on September 7, 1997 in western Linn Co. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 200 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.); 200+ on September 29, 1998 in Brownsville area (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early date: April 10, 1977 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: November 13, 1978 in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: feeding young at nest on August 6, 1996 about 5 miles west of Harrisburg (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square.

Locally common summer resident around buildings in the Western Cascades region. High number: 35 on June 24, 1978 Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: April 24, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: October 10, 1975 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 2 on May 1, 1988 at Trail Bridge Res. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); July 2, 1999 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nesting birds June 12, 1998 and July 14, 1991 at Marion Forks fish hatchery (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Lava Lake BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 22/April 5

Corvallis SBC (1972): 124

Scio BBS: Frequency: 100%, Average: 18, Maximum: 54

Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in deciduous and mixed woods in lowlands and riparian areas in the lower foothills.

Common resident in woodlots and towns in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 215 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 180 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 178 on December 21, 1982 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 12(5)). Breeding: two nest cavities in tree limbs on April 21, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); nest with 5 young on June 28, [1891?] [near Sweet Home?] (Albert Prill, Oologist 9:37 (1892) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. High number: 15 on January 30, 1988 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevations: 2 on July 5, 1991 on Independence Trail at Marion Forks (2800') (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); several records for the Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Breeding: 2 nests with 6 and 7 eggs on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Rare winter visitor in Hoodoo area (Rick Krabbe, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 25

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 41%, Average: 1.9, Maximum: 13

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 8.5, Maximum: 27

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 157, Maximum: 215

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 137, Maximum: 170

Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli)
Thackaberry (1991): “Can be found from Tombstone Pass eastward. We had one on Corvallis Xmas Count."

Common resident in highest forests. Rare winter visitor on valley floor.

Vagrant in the Willamette Valley region. Two records: 1 on October 4, 2000 near Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1)); 1 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC.

Common resident in forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 9 on June 12, 1987 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Low elevation:  May 28, 1976 and August 25, 1977 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: 3 on January 3, 1998 at Maxwell Butte Sno-Park (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High numbers: 20 on August 10, 1986 and  June 24, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 20 on August 18, 1996 at Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 23%, Average: 0.86, Maximum: 9

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Chestnut-backed Chickadee (Poecile rufescens)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in evergreen forests at all elevations.

Common resident in isolated Douglas-fir groves and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 275 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: 5 nestlings/fledglings banded June 21-25, 1986 in Mt. Tom 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in conifer forests in Western Cascades region. High numbers: 90 on October 10, 1975 at Yellowbottom campground at Green Peter Res.; 55 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake (both Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Uncommon in the forests in the Hoodoo area. One recorded observation: August 29, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 64%, Average: 3.7, Maximum: 14

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 50%, Average: 2.3, Maximum: 16

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 103, Maximum: 275

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 2.8, Maximum: 10

Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common. I have never seen them in the mts."

Common resident in brushy woodlots and residential gardens on the valley floor and foothill clearcuts.

Common resident in mixed woods and plantings in towns in Willamette Valley region. High number: 111 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)). Breeding: nest building on March 25, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); building nest on April 6, 1996 at Waterloo Park in Lebanon (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); building a nest on April 12, 1997 in Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); nest building on April 21, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); feeding young on June 6, 1997 on Oakville Road (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common resident in lower foothill clear cuts in the western hemlock zone. High number: 15 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: June 6, 1998 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 23

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 4.2, Maximum: 12

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 28, Maximum: 55

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 40, Maximum: 111

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in conifer forests and mixed woods at all elevations.

Common resident in mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 15 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: drilling nest hole on March 25, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Common resident in all forests in the Western Cascades region. 10th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High numbers: 25 on June 16, 1968 and June 24, 1973 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 25 on March 28, 1992 at Monument Peak (4500') (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 30 on August 9, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson. pers. notes). Breeding: nest building on July 3, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); carrying food on July 23, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 15, Maximum: 25

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 50%, Average: 2.4, Maximum: 9

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 7.8, Maximum: 15

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 2.4, Maximum: 4

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common on valley floor."

Common resident in oak and mixed oak woods in the lowlands. Rare resident in higher forests.

Common resident in oak and mixed forests, and nut orchards and suburban plantings, in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 32 on December 20, 1977 (Chat 7(5)); 30 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Breeding: 5 nestlings/fledglings banded May 16-20, 1983 in Brownsville 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Sodaville BBA square; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “possible” in Shedd BBA square.

Rare resident in open forests in the Western Cascades region. Two recorded observations: 2 on August 9, 1996 at Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); September 9, 1926 at Holley (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). The 14 on July 5, 1971 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS) are a transcription error for Red-breasted Nuthatch. Breeding status “possible” in Clear Lake, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 10

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 33%, Average: 0.33, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 7.0, Maximum: 9

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 19, Maximum: 32

Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea)
Vagrant. Two records: 1 on July 12, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Matt Hunter, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(4)); 5 on August 9 and 10, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “possible” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in conifer forests, uncommon resident in mixed woods in the lowlands.

Uncommon resident in mixed woodlands in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 12 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)); 11 on December 23, 1997 in Corvallis CBC; 9 on September 20, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. High numbers: 11 on October 10, 1975 at Yellowbottom campground at Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 8 on January 3, 1998 at Maxwell Butte Sno-Park (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Tidbits Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Two records: 2 on July 1, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); December 17, 2000 at Big Lake (Craig Roberts, OBOL).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 12

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 32%, Average: 0.77, Maximum: 4

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 7.8, Maximum: 10

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 4.8, Maximum: 10

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Have had them two years in the same place on our breeding bird census. It was in a rocky clear cut. I forget the years—76-77 probably—near Iron Mt."

Uncommon summer resident on rocky outcroppings along Cascade crest. Earliest: May 10, latest: September 17.

Vagrant in the Willamette Valley region. One record: 1 on May 10, 1996 on Tub Run Road south of Brownsville (Bob Altman, pers. comm.).

Uncommon summer resident on cliffs and clear cuts in the Pacific silver fir zone. Historical: 1 on September 4, 1925 at Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: 1 on June 12, 1988 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Late date: 1 on September 17, 1975 in clear cut on Parks Creek (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 5(2)). Other records: 1 on June 18, 1978, 1 on June 25, 1983, 1 on June 23, 1984, 1 on June 12, 1988 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 1 on June 13, 1989 in clear cut near Marion Forks (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); 1 on June 28 (26) and July 8, 2000 at Big Meadows (Roy Gerig fide Virgil Evans, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(4)); 1 on July 6, 1991 at summit of Iron Mt. (Greg Gillson, Oregon Birds 18(1)); 1 banded August 6-10, 1963 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “possible” in Upper Soda BBA hexagon.

Uncommon summer resident on cliffs in the Hoodoo area. Three recorded observations: 3 on May 24, 1992 on Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on May 27, 1995 at Hoodoo (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 1 on July 10, 1990 on Hayrick Butte (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 18%, Average: 0.18, Maximum: 1

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common"

Common resident in lowland thickets. Uncommon in foothill clearcuts.

Common resident in brushy areas, woodland edges, overgrown gardens in Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 39 on December 28, 1976 (Chat 6(5)); 36 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Breeding: building nest on March 15, 1998 near Brownsville (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in lower clear cuts in Western Cascades region. High number: 5 on April 22-23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “possible” in Upper Soda, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 13

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.27, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 4.1, Maximum: 14

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 17, Maximum: 23

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 22, Maximum: 39

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Fairly common on valley floor. Seems to do better in the clear cuts at higher altitudes."

Common summer resident in woods in lowlands and clear cuts in the foothills. Earliest: April 27, latest: September 1.

Common summer resident in drier brushy areas in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 10 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Early date: 1 on April 27, 1997 near Tangent (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Late date: 1 on September 1, 1986 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Sodaville BBA square; “probable” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common summer resident in lower mixed forests and clear cuts and burns in the Western Cascades region. High number: 6 on June 10, 1969 (early date) on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Late date: 1 banded August 26-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). High elevation: July 6, 1991 on South Fork Parks Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on June 5, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 banded between July and August 1994 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in brush in the Hoodoo area. Two records: June 12, 1998 near Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 1 on August 5, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 21/April 11

Corvallis SBC (1972): 10

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 41%, Average: 0.64, Maximum: 6

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 58%, Average: 2.4, Maximum: 8

Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident. Two sets taken."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in mountain forests. Common winter visitor and uncommon resident in dense lowland woods.

Common winter visitor in woods in the lowlands, and uncommon resident in wet mixed woods and isolated groves of Douglas-fir in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 103 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 82 on January 2, 1994 and 63 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident on brushy forest floors in the Western Cascades region. High number: 17 on June 23, 1984 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). High elevations: 1 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on January 3, 1998 near Clear Lake on Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.). Breeding: feeding fledglings on May 23, 1999 east of Lebanon (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL); carrying food on June 5, 1998 on McKenzie River Trailhead (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 nestling/fledgling banded August 1-5, 1995 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Upper Soda and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Snow Peak and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “probable” in Lava Lake and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha and Galena Mt. BBA squares.

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 7.3, Maximum: 17

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 67%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 5

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 68, Maximum: 103

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 9.6, Maximum: 20

Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris)
Thackaberry (1991): “Used to nest on the farm but we plowed up the area and lost the wrens."

Uncommon resident in marshes. Few records.

Uncommon resident in marshes in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 4 on January 3, 1999 at rice ponds south of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 on December 18, 1979 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)); 3 on May 8, 1999 at Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Summer: 1 on April 3, 1977 at Freeway Lakes (Greg Gillson, pers. notes);  2 on April 7, 1999 at Gap Road rice ponds S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on May 8, 1999 in ditch S of Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on May 16, 1999 at marsh at Brownsville exit on I-5 (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on June 13, 1992 on Scio BBS (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Uncommon resident or summer resident in marshy lakes in the Western Cascades region. One recorded observation: 1 on December 17, 1989 at John Neal Memorial Park in Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 4

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 0.6, Maximum: 3

American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident on rushing, tumbling mountain streams.

Locally rare resident on rushing streams in the Willamette Valley region. Three records: nest with 4 eggs on March 30, 1925 on Thomas Creek at about 300 feet elevation (Albert Prill fide Stanley Jewett's pers. notes); nest with 4 eggs collected on April 23, 1922 near Scio, birds rebuilt nest and it held 4 eggs on May 9, 1922 (Albert Prill, Oologist 40:43 (1925) fide Jobanek (1997)); December 21, 1918 on Sodaville CBC (Leslie Haskin, Bird-Lore 21:47-48 (1919) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Common resident on rushing mountain streams in the Western Cascades region. Historical: “Common on river” on August 11, 1920 at Cascadia; September 4, 1925 at Detroit; September 5, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (all Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High number: 28 banded in February and October 1973 in Blue River 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). High elevation: 3 on January 3, 1998 in Clear Lake area on Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.); 3 on April 17, 1988 at Clear Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 1 on October 21, 1999 foraging on shore of Marion Lake (Mark Rudolph, OBOL); 1 swimming in lake on November 7, 1999 in Clear Lake (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 singing on December 29, 2000 at Lost Lake (Paul Sullivan, OBOL). Breeding: nest with 4 eggs on May 1, 1891; nest without eggs, and nest with 3 young on May 4, 1891 near Sweet Home (Prill, Oologist 8:120-121 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)); nest with 4 eggs on May 10, 1893 at Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Museum 1:116-118 (1895) fide Jobanek (1997)); feeding nestlings near waterfall on May 22, 1999 on Quartzville Creek (Jeff Harding, OBOL); nest with 4 eggs on June 2, 1890 near Sweet Home (Prill, Oologist 8:57-58 (1891) fide Jobanek (1997)); nest with 4 young on June 4, 1893 near Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 10:282-283 (1893) fide Jobanek (1997)); nest under bridge on June 12, 1998 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “probable” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Rare in Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on June 24, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 9%, Average: 0.09, Maximum: 1

Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in forests. Common winter visitor in lowland woods.

Common winter visitor and migrant in woods in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 856 on December 31, 1994 and 851 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: September 3. Late date: April 14. Breeding status “possible” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common resident in forests in Western Cascades region. High number: 315 on October 10, 1975 at Yellowbottom campground at Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Summer: 2 on June 24, 1991 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 5 juveniles on August 28-29, 1999 between Big Lake and Mt. Washington (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 68%, Average: 8.3, Maximum: 25

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 67%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 7

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 572, Maximum: 856

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 100, Maximum: 170

Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common in winter."

Common migrant and winter visitor in woods, riparian corridors, and brush piles in lowlands (October-May). Uncommon summer resident in high mountain forests—breeding late. Two subspecies: darker (C. c. grinnelli) disappears in late April to breed in s. British Columbia; grayer (C. c. cineraceus) should appear from the south in April, and breed in the mountains (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)).

Common migrant and winter visitor in woods and brushy areas in Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 120 on January 2, 1994 and 91 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: 1 on September 30, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); October 1, 1977 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on June 15, 1991 on Scio BBS (Jeff Harding, USGS).  

Common migrant in forests throughout Western Cascades region, and uncommon summer resident in highest forests. Generally remains below snow level in winter. High number: 20 on February 11, 1989 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “possible” in Clear Lake and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha BBA square.

Uncommon resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 singing male on June 5, 1998 SE of Hayrick Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.04, Maximum: 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 79, Maximum: 120

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 41, Maximum: 65

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea)
Vagrant. Two records: 1 foraging in 15-20 foot tall lodgepole pines and Douglas firs on May 29, 1977 at Big Lake (Wayne Hoffman, Chat 6(10) and American Birds 31(5)); 1 on November 10-12, 1988 at Scio (Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 15(2)).

Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “On the valley floor in winter. In the foothills & clear cuts during nesting season."

Locally common resident in burns and clear cuts with standing snags in the foothills. Locally uncommon resident on buttes and knolls on the valley edge where nest boxes have been placed. Uncommon winter visitor in lowland farms.

Uncommon winter visitor and locally uncommon resident in farmlands in the Willamette Valley region. Formerly common resident in the lowlands (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)); nest holes usurped by European Starlings starting in the 1940s, and perhaps by increases in Violet-green Swallows. High numbers: 92 on December 30, 1995 and 80 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Historical: December 21, 1918 on Sodaville CBC (Leslie Haskin, Bird-Lore 21:47-48 (1919) fide Jobanek (1997)); “common” on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Summer: April 20, 1997 on Belin Road, north of Sweet Home (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); regular on Scio BBS (USGS). Breeding: 6 nestlings/fledglings banded June 11-15, 1996 and 5 nestlings/fledglings banded August 1-5, 1996 in Mt. Tom 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Nesting status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Locally common resident where old woodpecker holes are available in forest clearings in the Western Cascades region. Historical: “common” on September 3, 1925 at Detroit; also seen September 5, 1925 near Pamelia Lake (both Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). High elevation late date: “some” September 6, 1978 near Santiam Jct. (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.). Summer: 1 on April 27, 1996 at Foster Res. (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); July 2, 1999 on northeast slope of Galena Mt. near Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 banded July 6-10, 1966 in Snow Peak 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Quartzville and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in snags and burns in the Hoodoo area. 2 on May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); June 12, 1998 at Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 3 on October 15, 2000 at Hoodoo Butte (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.).

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 50%, Average: 1.2, Maximum: 4

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 59, Maximum: 92

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 4.4, Maximum: 11

Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides)
Thackaberry (1991): “Plenty in the clear cuts. Not on valley floor."

Uncommon summer resident in high mountain meadows, burns, and clearcuts. Earliest: April 14, latest: September 6.

Rare migrant in lowlands. One record: a female on April 14, 1999 on Ridge Road and Seven Mile Lane N of Brownsville (Marcia Cutler, OBOL).

Uncommon summer resident in openings in the Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 5 on June 16, 1968 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 3 on June 1, 1980 on Cool Camp BBS (Bill Thackaberry, USGS). Late date: September 6, 1925 in Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Low elevation: 6 pairs nesting within 6 miles of Sweet Home (Albert Prill, Oologist 9:36 (1892) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding: 2 pairs and 3 juveniles on July 26, 1999 in Big Meadow 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons.

Uncommon summer resident in the Hoodoo area. High number: 19 on August 5, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Early date: May 7, 1994 at Hoodoo (Tim Janzen, Warbler 58(8)). Late date: 1 on September 2, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: nest in dead snag on June 5, 1998 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); carrying fecal sac from nest hole July 3, 1999 near Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); fledged young on July 24, 2000 at Sand Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.73, Maximum: 5

Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few nest in the Cascades down to 2000 ft. An occasional one in the valley in winter."

Uncommon resident in mountain forests. Found in several different situations: at the edge of clearcuts in old growth forests; on scraggly trees on cliff edges; in park-like openings in shelterwoods. Rare winter visitor in lowlands.

Rare winter visitor in orchards and towns in the Willamette Valley region. Four recorded observations: 1 on March 14, 1978 at Bryants Park in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 April 11-12, 1919 at Lebanon (Leslie Haskin, Bird-Lore 22:93-94 (1920) fide Jobanek (1997)); 1 on May 7-8, 1999 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 1 on November 18, 1977 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Uncommon resident or summer resident in open forests and clearings in the Western Cascades region. Early date: April 23, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 17, 1975 on Parks Creek (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 5(2)). Banded: 1 between August 6-10, 1994 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake, Quartzville, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda BBA hexagon; “probable” in Galena Mt. and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Rare summer resident in open forests in Hoodoo area. Three recorded observations: May 27, 1995 at Hoodoo (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); June 12, 1998 at Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 1 on August 18, 1996 at Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Listed as present (Evanich (1990)).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 45%, Average: 0.64, Maximum: 3

Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common to locally abundant summer resident in mixed woods, brushy stream edges, and forest floors. Earliest: May 2, latest: October 10.

Common migrant and summer resident in mixed woods and riparian areas in the Willamette Valley region. 2nd most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High number: 107 on June 9, 1986 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: “First of season” on May 2, 1979 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Transcription error: claimed Hermit Thrushes of 11 on July 2, 1972 and 9 on July 4, 1973 on Scio BBS were probably Swainson's Thrushes which showed no records in those years (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA squarel “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville and Shedd BBA squares.

Common summer resident in dense forest under story in the Western Cascades region. Locally abundant in alder streamside thickets. Most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High numbers: 99 on June 22, 1986 and 88 on July 5, 1976 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: May 24, 1992 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); banded May 21-25, 1994 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Late date: 7 on October 10, 1975 at Yellowbottom campground (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: July 19, 1975 at Pamelia Lake and June 20, 1992 at 5000' on Mt. Bruno (both Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 1 nestling/fledgling banded August 21-25, 1995 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda BBA hexagon; “probable” in Lava Lake and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 9/May 4

Corvallis SBC (1972): 35

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 61, Maximum: 99

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 92%, Average: 44, Maximum: 107

Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Not as common as in past years."

Common summer resident (April?-October?) in higher forests (the grayish-brown Monterey Hermit Thrush (C. g. slevini)); uncommon winter visitor in lowlands (primarily the darker Alaska Hermit Thrush (C. g. guttatus), also the very dark Dwarf Hermit Thrush (C. g. nanus)).

Uncommon winter visitor in gardens and woods in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 9 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 4 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: 1 on December 18, 1979 in Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)). Late date: 1 on May 8, 1999 at Simpson Park in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Probable misidentification: 2 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Transcription error: 11 on July 2, 1972 and 9 on July 4, 1973 on Scio BBS were probably Swainson's Thrushes which showed no records in those years (USGS). Summer low elevation: 2 on June 8, 1985 on Scio BBS (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Common summer resident in dense forests in the Western Cascades region; most common in the higher Pacific silver fir zone. Common migrant and winter visitor in lower forests. High number: 19 on June 23, 1991 and 18 on July 5, 1971 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 15 on July 6, 1991 on Iron Mt. trail (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: banded May 21-25, 1995 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Late date: banded August. Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 15 on June 24, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: May 22, 1979 at Hoodoo (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on August 28, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 11, Maximum: 19

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 2

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 3.0, Maximum: 9

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 0.6, Maximum: 1

American Robin (Turdus migratorius)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common at all altitudes."

Abundant spring migrant and common winter visitor in rural and residential areas in the lowlands. Common summer resident at all elevations and in all habitats except dense forest.

Abundant spring migrant, common summer resident, fall migrant, and winter visitor in lawns, meadows, towns, and open woodlots in the Willamette Valley region. Most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High winter numbers: 5374 on December 22, 1981 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 11(5)); 3364 on December 20, 1977 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 7(5)); 1752 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. High spring numbers: 3500 on March 6, 1978 at Millersburg; 800 on March 8, 1978 at Albany; 600 on February 18, 1979 between Tangent and Halsey (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Historical: “common” on June 9, 1940 at Sweet Home (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding: building nest on March 15, 1998 south of Brownsville (Paula Vanderheul, OBOL); nest with eggs on April 26, 1997 and May 28, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); carrying food on June 7, 1998 at Holley (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common summer resident, migrant, and winter visitor in Western Cascades region. 11th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High number: 29 on June 24, 1973 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Historical: “common” on September 4, 1925 at Detroit and “a few” on September 7, 1925 at Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Winter: 5 on January 14, 1978 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 10 including 1 fledged young on May 16, 1987 at Lyons (both Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common summer resident and fall migrant in the Hoodoo area. High number: 150 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 5 on May 24, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: several on September 16, 1999 at Hoodoo (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). 

Corvallis SBC (1972): 154

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 13, Maximum: 29

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 59, Maximum: 92

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 647, Maximum: 1752

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 764, Maximum: 3364

Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius)
Prill (1902): “Seen in winter only."

Thackaberry (1991): “I have my own theory on these. In Oct. we get a large influx of Varied Thrushes & after 3 weeks they are all gone. Then when the snow builds up in the mts we have another surge of Varied Thrushes. I think the first wave is Alaskan birds headed for Calif. & the next wave is our own locals."

Common resident in mountain forests, spreading to lowland gardens in winter.

Uncommon winter visitor in gardens and woodlots in the Willamette Valley region during snowstorms. High numbers: 168 on December 31, 1994 and 127 on December 28, 1996; compared with 1 on January 2, 1994 and 3 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: November 18, 1977 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on March 25, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodavill BBA square.

Common resident in all forests in the Western Cascades region. 7th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High numbers: 85 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 51 on June 20, 1987 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Breeding: “Nest and four eggs secured” on June 12, 1900 on bank of Thomas Creek (Albert Prill fide Stanley Jewett's pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Snow Peak BBA square; “possible” in Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in Hoodoo area. High number: 12+ on October 12, 2000 at entrance to Hoodoo (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Early date: 2 on May 24, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on October 28, 1999 at Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL, Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 18, Maximum: 51

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 33%, Average: 0.75, Maximum: 4

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 54, Maximum: 168

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 3.8, Maximum: 9

Wrentit (Chamaea fasciata)
Vagrant or very rare resident in lower edge of Western Cascades region. Four records: 1 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC (fide Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 20(3)); 1 on May 17, June 12 and 22, 2000 along One Horse Slough near Lacomb (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(4), Oregon Birds 27(1)); 1-2 on May 31, 2000 3 miles up the Calapooia River from Holley (Lori Hennings, pers. comm.); 1 on June 22, and July 4, 7, and 15, 1999 near One Horse Slough near Lacomb (Kelly Bettinger, Roy Gerig, Mark Nikas, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(1)). Breeding status: “possible” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon.

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus ployglottos)
Vagrant. Six records: single birds: March 5, 1977 SW of Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 6(7)); December 3-8, 1984 (banded on Dec. 4th) at Albany (John Anderson, Oregon Birds 11(2/3) and pers. comm.; USGS); in the breeding season of 1995 and/or 1996 near Albany (Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas data, in prep.); May 11, 1997 at Albany (Shirley and Otis Pierce, Chat 26(10)); December 1, 2000 at Lebanon (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(2)); December 19-22, 1997 east of Corvallis (Chat 27(5)). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon. About 13 records in Benton Co. mostly August-February (Herlyn 1997).

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscotes montanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Here on the farm May 16, 1966 & another near Crabtree Creek May 3, 1969."

Vagrant. Two records: 1 on May 16, 1966 at Lebanon and 1 on May 31, 1969 near Crabtree Creek (both Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum)
Vagrant. One record: 1 from February 28, 1998 to April 3, 1998 at Bond Butte and Tub Run Roads south of Brownsville (Reid Freeman, Paul Sherrell, Dan Heyerly, pers. comm.; Barbara Combs, Rick Krabbe, OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(3 and 4)).

European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris)
Thackaberry (1991): “Have reached their peak."

Abundant resident in urban areas at lower elevations. Arrived in the Willamette Valley from the east in the 1940s (Gilligan et al., 1994). Uncommon in residential areas in the lower foothills.

Abundant resident in towns and farmlands in the Willamette Valley region. 3rd most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High numbers: 15,110 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 13,200 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 10,478 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. Historical: present populations arrived from the east in the 1940s; 100 in Eugene in 1947; first nested west of the Cascades in 1958. Breeding: breeding on May 6, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); carrying food on June 7, 1998 at Holley (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, and Corvllis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square.

Common resident in towns and agricultural areas in lower foothills in the western hemlock zone. High number: 25 on June 24, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevations: 10 on May 16, 1987 at Lyons; May 20, 1998 in Detroit area; May 28, 1976 on upper Calapooia River (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: fledglings and adults carrying food on July 3, 1999 in Gates (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Quartzville, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Rare summer visitor in Hoodoo area. One record: June 23, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 186

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 33, Maximum: 109

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 5947, Maximum: 10478

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 3599, Maximum: 8420

American Pipit (Anthus rubescens)
Thackaberry (1991): “Tremendous numbers in the grass seed fields during migration. Plenty stay the winter."

Common migrant and winter visitor in bare lowland fields. Uncommon summer resident on mountain peaks above timberline. 

Common migrant and winter visitor in cut, burned, or plowed agricultural fields, and muddy shores in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 658 on December 19, 1978 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 8(5)); 600 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: 1 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Late date: 500+ on April 4, 1998 south of Brownsville (Rick Krabbe, pers. comm.); 3 on April 10, 1996 south of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Uncommon summer resident on rocky mountain peaks above timberline; uncommon fall migrant on mountain lakeshores. Six recorded observations: flock of 30 on May 1, 1999 near Gates (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 5 birds, including 1 recently fledged young, on July 27, 1980 on lava flow at 6000' on Little Belknap Crater (David Anderson, Oregon Birds 15(3):213); 1 banded August 11-15, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); “a few” on September 6-7, 1925 on slopes of Mt. Jefferson (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); 60 on September 16, 1994 at Lost Lake (Matt Hunter, pers. comm.); 3 on November 7, 1999 at Hoover Campground at Detroit Res. (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Error: 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 11-15, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS) is in error (Dave DeSante fide Alan Contreras, pers. comm.).

Rare fall migrant in Hoodoo region. One record: 1 on October 31, 1998 near Big Lake (Craig Miller, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 276, Maximum: 600

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 230, Maximum: 658

Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen two years on Corvallis Xmas Count. In April (?) 1968 several flocks of 100+ birds passed thru our area."

Vagrant. Three observations as recorded above (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.). Fourteen records in Benton Co. from October-March (Herlyn 1997).

Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum)
Prill- “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common summer resident in lowland woods, and clearcuts in the foothills. Uncommon winter visitor in lowlands.

Common summer resident, and uncommon winter visitor, in towns, woods, and streamsides in the Willamette Valley region. 11th most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High number: 130 on February 11, 1981 east of Tangent (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: building nest on May 11, 1996 at Brownsville, and feeding young on June 14, 1996 west of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in clear cuts in the lower western hemlock zone. High number: 15 on September 26, 1987 (late date) at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 6 on May 16, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 5 on June 20, 1992 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 6 banded between July-August 1996 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Winter: 6 on January 1, 1999 near Maxwell Butte (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “probable” in Clear Lake, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Rare fall migrant in the Hoodoo area. Two records: 2 on August 17, 1990 and August 29, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 88

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 16, Maximum: 36

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 67%, Average: 5.2, Maximum: 15

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 11, Maximum: 30

Tennessee Warbler (Vermivora peregrina)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one on spring migration here on the farm May 20, 1983."

Vagrant. Two records: 1 on May 20, 1983 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on July 24, 1994 at Lost Lake (fide Harry Nehls, Oregon Birds 21(1)). One definite record in Benton Co. in December (Herlyn 1997).

Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident; rare. One set of three.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “More common on valley floor. I have seen several winter birds."

Common summer resident in deciduous woods and brushy patches at all elevations. Rare winter visitor in lowlands. Earliest: February 21, latest: October 17.

Common summer resident in deciduous and mixed woods, fence lines, and brushy pastures in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 20 on April 14, 1979 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 19 on June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early dates: 1 on February 21, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Dan Heyerly, OBOL); 1 on February 23-24, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 27 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); September 27, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Winter: 1 on January 4, 1999 in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, Oregon Birds 25(3)); 1 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 1 on December 4, 1999 at Albany (gray-headed celata subspecies) (Greg Gillson, OBOL); 1 on December 19-20, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany for Albany-Airlie CBC (Greg Gillson, pers. notes; Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); 1 on Deember 27, 1999 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

 Common summer resident in clear cuts and riparian areas in the Western Cascades region. High number: 14 on June 25, 1989 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 10 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 195 banded between June and August 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Early date: 2 on March 28, 1992 and 1 “first of year” on March 31, 1991 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: October 17, 1999 at Lost Lake (Joel Geier, OBOL). Breeding: 5 nestlings/fledglings banded June 6-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 11-15, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 11-15, 1994 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Quartzville and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Galena Mt. BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Lava Lake, Tidbits Mt., Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in Hoodoo area. July 1, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); July 24, 2000 at Sand Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 4 on August 16-17, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 11/March 22

Corvallis SBC (1972): 13

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 82%, Average: 3.4, Maximum: 14

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 83%, Average: 9.2, Maximum: 19

Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla)
Thackaberry (1991): “Nests in brushy clear cuts."

Uncommon summer resident in brushy mountain clearcuts and open slopes at higher elevations. Earliest: April 18, latest: September 27.

Rare migrant in deciduous woods in Willamette Valley region. Eight recorded observations: 1 on April 18, 1993 east of Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry and Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 1 on April 20, 1997 east of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); April 25, 1998 east of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on May 8, 1999 near Lebanon (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on June 10, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS); 1 on August 15, 1990 at Tennessee School north of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 1 on August 26, 2000 along Beaver Creek near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on September 27, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL).

Uncommon summer resident in clear cuts and ceanothus-covered slopes in the Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 8 on June 12, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 20 banded between July and August, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Early date: 1 on May 2, 1973 at Upper Soda (Peter Jennings and Wayne Hoffman, Chat 2(10)). Late date: 1 banded between August 26-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Other locations: several on July 3, 1999 about 4 miles up Minto Road (FS2253) above Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on July 22, 1989 on Snow Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); heard on July 18, 1999 on Iron Mt. (Barbara Gleason, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Upper Soda BBA hexagon; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in manzanita and ceanothus thickets in the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 13/April 16

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 86%, Average: 2.1, Maximum: 6

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 2

Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common at all altitudes in nesting season."

Uncommon summer resident in willow stream bottoms and clearcuts. Earliest: April 23, latest: September 29.

Uncommon summer resident along willow-lined creeks bordering pastures and similar open areas in the Willamette Valley region. Perhaps formerly more common. High number: “several” on June 9, 1940 at Sweet Home (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: 4 on May 8, 1999 on Santiam River near Crabtree (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); May 9, 1998 on the Santiam River near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Late dates: 1 on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers.  notes); 1 on September 20, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm., Fall NAMC); 1 on September 29, 1998 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: female feeding 2 fledglings on July 31, 1999 at Half Moon Bend near Albany (Jamie Simmons, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares.

Locally uncommon summer resident along the few wide grassy willow-lined stream bottoms, and higher lake shores in the Western Cascades region. High number: 5 on June 19, 1977 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: April 23, 1977 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 5 banded between June and August 21-25, 1996 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding: nest with eggs on June 28, 1997 at Lava Lake (Rick Krabbe, OBOL); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 26-30, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 10/April 30

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 64%, Average: 1.5, Maximum: 5

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 17%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 2

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common migrant in woods in all areas; common winter visitor in lowlands woods; common summer resident of higher conifer forests. Audubon's subspecies (D. c. auduboni) is a common migrant in all areas, a common breeder in higher mountains, and an uncommon winter visitor in the lowlands. Myrtle subspecies (D. c. coronata) is a common migrant and uncommon winter visitor in the lowlands. Myrtle: earliest: October 12, latest: April 15.

Common migrant and winter visitor in deciduous groves and residential plantings in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 93 on December 18, 1979 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)). Early dates: Audubon's “common” on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); Myrtle: 2 on October 12, 1978 at Crabtree (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late dates: Audubon's: May 2, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); Myrtle: 1 on April 15, 1989 in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: at least 7 of 18 birds identified as Myrtle on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 14 Myrtle and 2 Audubon's on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Myrtle banded: 1 between March 6-10, 1985 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common migrant and summer resident in conifer forests in the Western Cascades region. More common in Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 22 Audubon's on September 26, 1987 on Snow Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: banded May. Late date: 6 on October 4, 1998 at Foster Res. (Alan McGie, pers. comm.). Breeding: female with poorly developed brood patch banded on June 12, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons; “probable” in in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area (Audubon's). High number: 50 on August 18, 1996 at Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Early date: 1 on May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: October 22, 1988 at Hoodoo (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: Fledged young on July 23, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes)

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 86%, Average: 2.0, Maximum: 5

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 25%, Average: 0.50, Maximum: 4

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 25, Maximum: 36

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 31, Maximum: 93

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Dendroica nigrescens)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident; rare; One set of three."

Common summer resident in oak woodlands and lower mixed woods. Earliest: April 14, latest: October 4.

Common summer resident in oak and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 15 “first of year” on April 14, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 27, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); October 4, 1998 along Beaver Creek near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Winter: 1 on December 17, 1991 in Linn Co. portion of Corvallis CBC circle (Chat 21(6)). Breeding: nest building on April 25, 1998 on Mt. Tom (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); nest with 4 eggs collected on June 25, 1924 near Scio (Albert Prill, Oologist 42:57 (1925) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in mixed woods in the western hemlock zone. High number: 11 on June 24, 1990 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 5 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: at least 5 on Oct 4, 1998 at Foster Res. (Alan McGie, pers. comm.). High elevation: May 4, 1991 at Cascadia (Hendrik Herlyn, pers. comm.); 2 on June 19, 1988 on Iron Mt. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); July 18, 1999 on Iron Mt. (Barbara Gleason, OBOL); 2 banded August 11-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Clear Lake and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake, Tidbits Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Rare summer visitor or fall migrant in the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on June 27, 1979 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 15/April 12

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 59%, Average: 1.5, Maximum: 11

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 42%, Average: 0.58, Maximum: 2

Townsend's Warbler (Dendroica townsendi)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seems to need pine so not too regular in Linn Co. in summer. Occurs in winter."

Uncommon migrant and perhaps a rare summer resident in the high mountains; uncommon migrant and winter visitor in the lowlands.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in woodlots and residential plantings in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 8 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 4 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC. Early date: 1 female on September 23, 1999 on Belts Road south of Brownsville (Sylvia Maulding, OBOL); September 27, 1997 at Oakville Cemetery (Marcia Cutler and Paula Vanderheul, OBOL); September 27, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Late date: March 6, 1979 in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).  

Uncommon migrant throughout forests in the Western Cascades region. Possible rare summer resident in pine forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 6 on June 16, 1968 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: May 24, 1992 at Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 17, 1975 at Parks Creek (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 5(2)); some on October 4, 1998 at Foster Res. (Alan McGie (pers. comm.). Banded: 4 August 11-20, 1992, 4 August 1-30, 1993, 1 in August 1994, 3 between June 1 and July 30, 1996 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.); 1 August 11-15, 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha and Lava Lake BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in pines in the Hoodoo area. 1 on May 27, 1995 at Hoodoo (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 1 male on June 14, 1997 at Big Lake (Dave Eshbaugh, pers. comm.); 1 male on July 3, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Listed as present (Evanich (1990)); pair on August 10, 1996 in the Hoodoo area (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 32%, Average: 0.91, Maximum: 6

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 67%, Average: 2.2, Maximum: 8

Hermit Warbler (Dendroica occidentalis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Has to have old-growth to nest. I have seen a few in the valley on migration."

Common to abundant summer resident in all conifer mountain forests. Earliest: April 16, latest: August 16.

Uncommon spring migrant in woodlands in the Willamette Valley region. Early dates: May 2, 1973 at Abbott Butte (Peter Jennings and Wayne Hoffman, Chat 2(10)); May 2, 1975 at Brownsville (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 4(10)); May 3, 1975 at Brownsville (Fred Ramsey, Chat 4(10)). Late date: May 10, 1975 at McDowell Creek Park near Lebanon (Nicki Tucker, Chat 4(10)). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common migrant and summer resident in conifer forests in the Western Cascades region. 3rd most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High numbers: 75 on June 19, 1988 on Iron Mt. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 65 on July 6, 1991 on Iron Mt. trail (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 65 on May 25, 1992 on Independence trail at Marion Forks ; 51 on June 23, 1984 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: singing male on April 16, 1999 above Yellowbottom campground (Roy Gerig, OBOL); banded May 21-25, 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Late date: banded August 26-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Probable Hermit x Townsend’s Warbler hybrid on July 18, 1999 on Iron Mt. (Barbara Gleason, OBOL). Breeding: nest building on June 5, 1998 on Parks Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 3 nestlings/fledglings banded July 16-20, 1994 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 26-30, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 26-30, 1993 and 2 nestlings/fledglings banded August 1-5, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Tidbits Mt. BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake, Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha and Galena Mt. BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 40 on June 24, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: May 24, 1992 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 male on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 1/April 30

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 33, Maximum: 51

Palm Warbler (Dendroica palmarum)
Vagrant. Two records: 1 in February 1994 at Albany (Rick Krabbe, pers. comm.); 1 on May 7, 1999 above Lebanon (Rick Krabbe, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(4)). Two records in Benton Co. in April and November-December (Herlyn 1997).

American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla)
Vagrant. One record: 1 on July 11-13, 1982 at Foster Res. (Frank Graves and Elzy Eltzroth, Chat 12(1), pers. comm.).

Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus)
Vagrant. One record: July 14, 1989 on the “Santiam Pass” (John Cornely, Oregon Birds 16(1)).

Northern Waterthrush (Seiurus noveboracensis)
Vagrant. Possibly bred. Two records: 1 on May 16, 1975 on the Santiam River (fide Nehls & White-Swift, Oregon Birds 4(3): 7); 1 singing male from June 19 to July 3, 1990 at Lost Lake (Phil Pickering, David Irons, Oregon Birds 17(1)).

MacGillivray's Warbler (Oporornis tolmiei)
Thackaberry (1991): “Our most common nesting warbler. Breeds in various habitats at all altitudes."

Common summer resident in brushy forest edges. Earliest: April 23, latest: September 12.

Uncommon spring migrant and summer resident in brushy woodlots and hillsides in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 16 on June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: “first of season” May 2, 1979 in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 4 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Possibly over-wintering: 1 female on February 15, 1998 at Albany (Tom Nelson fide Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in brushy hillsides and forest edges in the Western Cascades region. 9th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High number: 33 on June 21, 1992 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 50 banded between May and August 1992 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Early dates: April 23-24, 1977 on the upper Calapooia River, and 1 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late dates: September 4, 1925 at Detroit (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); 1 on September 12, 1978 near Santiam Jct. (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.). High elevation: June 20, 1992 near Mt Bruno at about 5000 feet (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Snow Peak BBA square; “probable” in Lava Lake and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Common summer resident in ceanothus thickets in the Hoodoo area. High number: 3 on August 9, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 1 on May 24, 1992 at Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 2/April 23

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100 %, Average: 17, Maximum: 33

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 4.3, Maximum: 16

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common nester at all altitudes."

Common summer resident in wet tangles and marshy areas at all elevations. Earliest: March 28, latest: October 22.

Common summer resident in marsh edges, wet tangles, or in dense thickets in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 28 on June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: 2 on April 15, 1989 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late dates: 1 on October 22, 1998 at Truax Island Access near Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 3 on October 13, 1999 at Simpson Park, Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding: 13 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Corvallis and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA squares.

Common summer resident in riparian areas and wet tangles in lower clear cuts in the Western Cascades region. High number: 50 banded May 21 to August 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Early date: 2 on March 28, 1992 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 17, 1998 at Carmen Res. (Bruce Newhouse, OBOL). High elevation: July 6, 1991 (late date) on South Fork of Parks Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: 8 nestlings/fledglings banded between June 21 and August 10, 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 2 nestlings/fledglings banded June 26-30, 1996 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 6 nestlings/fledglings banded between July 1 and August 15, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 21-25, 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 2 nestlings/fledglings banded August 1-5, 1995 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Vagrant in the Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on June 29, 1996 at Hoodoo (Wink Gross, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 20/April 5

Corvallis SBC (1972): 13

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.41, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 12, Maximum: 28

Wilson's Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla)
Thackaberry (1991): “I have never seen them nesting on valley floor. A bird of the foothills & mts."

Common migrant and summer resident in deciduous and mixed woods, and especially riparian corridors, throughout the county. Earliest: April 24, latest: September 10.

Common migrant and uncommon summer resident in deciduous and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 5 on June 11, 1988 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: May 2, 1979 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 2 on September 10, 1978 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Winter: 1 male at feeder on January 18, 1982 at Albany (Bonnie Orr, Chat 11(6), Oregon Birds 8(1), American Birds 36(3)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common summer resident in riparian alder corridors and forest edges in the Western Cascades region. High number: 12 on June 24, 1973 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: April 24, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 male on September 16, 1999 at Lost Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Lyons, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Uncommon migrant and summer resident in willow tangles in the Hoodoo area. Three record: May 24, 1992 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on May 27, 1995 at Hoodoo (Paul Sullivan, pers. comm.); 2 on August 10, 1996 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 3/April 18

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 6.3, Maximum: 12

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 1.6, Maximum: 5

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens)
Thackaberry (1991): “A not too abundant nester of the valley floor & foothills."

Uncommon summer resident in damp thickets at lower elevations. Earliest: May 7, latest: July 12.

Uncommon summer resident in tangled thickets and over-grown orchards, often near water, in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 12 on May 31, 1975 north of Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 4(10)). Historical: “singing all afternoon” on June 9, 1940 at Sweet Home (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: 1 at log ponds on May 12, 1990 at Griggs (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Late date: 1 on July 4, 1999 east of Lebanon (Roy Gerig, OBOL). Other records: May 22 and June 6, 1997 south of Stayton off Kingston-Jordon Road (Karen Sparkman fide Bob Altman, pers. comm.); 1 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)); June 17, 1997 south of Stayton off Kingston-Jordon Road (Karen Sparkman fide Bob Altman, pers. comm.); 1 on June 22, 1999 east of Lebanon (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL). Breeding: 1 carrying food on June 23, 1999 about 1/2 mile south of Hwy 126 and Kingston-Lyons (Kingston-Jordan?) Road (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in lower open areas in the western hemlock zone. High number and late date: 3-4 on July 12, 1982 at Sunnyside Park at Foster Res. (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.). Early date: 1 on May 7, 1994 about 2 miles east of Foster Res. (Tim Janzen, Warbler 58(8), pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 4/May 10

Corvallis SBC (1972): 1

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 0.67, Maximum: 2

Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Common summer resident in forests throughout the county. Earliest: April 24, latest: September 16.

Common summer resident in oak groves and mixed woods—especially Douglas-fir—in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 18 on June 9, 1986 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: 1 “first of season” on May 7, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in conifer forests in Western Cascades region. 8th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High number: 35 on June 24, 1973 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: April 24, 1977 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 12, 1978 near Santiam Jct. (Elzy Eltzroth, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. Early date: May 24, 1992 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: August 28-29, 1999 Big Lake to Mt. Washington (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 28/April 26

Corvallis SBC (1972): 5

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 17, Maximum: 35

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 11, Maximum: 18

Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus)
Locally uncommon summer visitor on manzanita covered slopes around Hoodoo; rare elsewhere in the high Cascades. Earliest: May 24, latest: August 16.

Rare in brushy ceanothus and manzanita patches near the Cascade crest in the Pacific silver fir zone. Three records: 1 singing in manzanita on June 5, 1998 NE of Clear Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 territorial on June 28, 1997 near Santiam Jct. (Rick Krabbe, OBOL); in ceanothus in the early 1970s at Minniece Point or White Bull Mt. in the Quartzville area (John Anderson, pers. comm.). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon.

Locally uncommon in manzanita and ceanothus in the Hoodoo area. Three records: May 24, 1992; 3 on June 23, 1990; 1 on August 16, 1990 on Hoodoo and Hayrick Buttes (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in brushy areas throughout the county; less common at higher elevations.

Common resident in brush piles, thickets, and residential gardens in the Willamette Valley region. High winter numbers: 148 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 138 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Hybrid: at least 4 different apparent Spotted x Green-tailed Towhees about 1982, early 1988, and March-April 1988 near Lebanon (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.). Breeding: building a nest on May 11, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in brushy clear cuts and riparian areas in the Western Cascades region. High number: 14 on June 25, 1983 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). High elevation: 1 on May 1, 1988 at Trail Bridge Res. (Roger Robb, pers. comm.); 1 on June 6, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square; “possible” in Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 35

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 91%, Average: 4.1, Maximum: 14

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 12, Maximum: 24

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 97, Maximum: 148

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 88, Maximum: 138

American Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea)
Thackaberry (1991): “One spent about 15 seconds at the bird feeder in Nov. 1966 (no firm date)."

Vagrant. Two records: 1 in November 1966 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 from December 21, 1999 to February 3, 2000 near Shedd (Barb Combs, fide Trent Bray, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)). Two records in Benton Co. in March-April and October (Herlyn 1997).

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Not too common. I had one winter bird."

Common summer resident in woodlands and forest edges at all elevations. Rare in winter. Earliest: April 7, latest: September 27.

Common summer resident in oak groves and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 29 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)); 20 on June 10, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early dates: 1 on April 7, 1999 on Gap Road S of Brownsville; 1 “first of year” on April 14, 1979 at Albany, and 5 “first of year” on April 15, 1989 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: September 27, 1997 at Oakville cemetery (Marcia Cutler and Paula Vanderheul, OBOL). Winter: 1 on December 27-28, 1999 at Albany (Marcia Cutler, Trent Bray, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square, “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Common summer resident in forest edges in the Western Cascades region. High number: 5 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 1 on April 11, 1998 at Hoover Campground at Detroit Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Late date: August 5, 1977 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons; “possible” in Upper Soda, Lyons, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Idanha, Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common summer resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 250 on August 16, 1990 near Big Lake. Early date: 1 on May 9, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late date: 2 on September 16, 1999 (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). Breeding: Carrying food on July 23, 2000 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); fledged young on July 24, 2000 at Sand Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers notes).

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 25/April 11

Corvallis SBC (1972): 29

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 18%, Average: 0.27, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 58%, Average: 3.6, Maximum: 20

Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida)
Vagrant. Three records: 1 from December 14, 1996 to January 1997 south of Tangent (Paula Vanderheul, Fred Ramsey, Roger Robb, Oregon Birds 23(3), Chat 26(5,6), OBOL); 1 on December 19, 1995 east of Oakville (Donna Lusthoff, Chat 25(5)); 1-2 from December 27, 1999 to January 3, 2000 at Albany (Marcia Cutler, Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)).

Brewer's Sparrow (Spizella breweri)
Thackaberry (1991): “We had one on our Breeding Bird [Survey] near Iron Mt., in a clear cut. No date

(approx. 1972). Had one on the farm briefly in 1970 (no firm date)."

Vagrant or possibly very rare summer resident in the Western Cascades region. Six records: 1 on May 23, 1969 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Audubon Field Notes 23(4)); 1 on June 13, 1970 near Iron Mt. on Cool Camp BBS (Bill Thackaberry, USGS); 2 on June 15, 1999 at Trailbridge Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL; Oregon Birds 26(1)); 5 mist-netted and banded, including 1 hatch-year bird, on June 26, 1992 in Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson, pers. comm.); 2 singing males on June 28 and July 8, 2000 at Big Meadows (Roy Gerig fide Virgil Evans, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(4)). One record in Benton Co. in April (Herlyn 1997).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

Vesper Sparrow
 (Pooecetes gramineus)
Thackaberry (1991): “This is another bird that suffers from modern farming. Seen only [on] valley floor."

Uncommon summer resident in open fields and recently replanted forest clearings. Earliest: April 22, latest: November 30.

Uncommon summer resident in lightly grazed fields, farmlands, and pastures, and also Christmas tree farms in the Willamette Valley region. Declining; formerly more common. “The valley foothill edges between Brownsville and Coburg is the stronghold of meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, and to a lesser extent vesper sparrow abundance in the Willamette Valley” (Bob Altman, ODFW grassland bird survey, pers. comm., 9/25/1997). High number: “about 35” on June 7, 1998 on Belts Road (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 10 on June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: 1 on April 26, 1999 on Belts Road (Jeff Harding, OBOL). Late date: “very common in flocks” on September 9, 1926 at Holley (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); 2 on November 30, 2000 at Tangent (Paula Vanderheul, Oregon Birds 27(1)). Banded: 1 between June 16-20, 1996 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in clearings and recently replanted clear cuts in lower western hemlock zone. Rare migrant in higher Cascade meadows. Three records: April 22, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); July 4, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); adult and juvenile on July 26, 1999 in Big Meadow 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): March 19/April 16

Corvallis SBC (1972): 4

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 83%, Average: 2.5, Maximum: 10

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few come thru here at the very end of migration nearly every year."

Rare spring migrant in grasslands. Vagrant in winter. Earliest: March 16, latest: May 28.

Rare spring migrant in fields in the Willamette Valley region. Historical: occasionally bred in the Willamette Valley at end of 19th century, including 3 recorded nests near Corvallis, Benton Co. (Woodcock 1902). Three recent recorded spring observations: 1 on March 16 (14?), 1998 at Center School Road near Brownsville (Anthony Floyd fide Jon Plissner, OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(4)); 1 on May 5, 2000 on Belts Road (Mark Nikas, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); 1 on May 28, 1975 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 4(10)). Winter: 1 from January 4 to March 16, 1998 on Bond Road west of I-5 near Halsey (Jamie Simmons and Cliff Cordy, OBOL; Anthony Floyd fide Jon Plissner, OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(3 and 4)).

Rare spring migrant in lower clear cuts in western hemlock zone. Two records: 1 on May 8, 1987 east of Sweet Home (Dan van den Broek and Tim Janzen, Oregon Birds 23(4)); 1 on May 24, 1975 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata)
Thackaberry (1991): “One was collected here on the farm in July of 69-70? The specimen is at OSU. That

same year there were several in the Medford area & I think one was even seen on the coast."

Vagrant. Irregular spring migrant. Three records: 1 collected in 1969-70(?) at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 photographed on June 29, 1983 at Clear Lake (Nancy McDonald and/or Margaret Markley, American Birds 37(6), Oregon Birds 9(3)); 1 photographed May 7, 1994 at Hoodoo (Tim Janzen and Donna Lusthoff, Warbler 58(8), pers. comm.). Two records in Benton Co. in May (Herlyn 1997).

Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza belli)
Thackaberry (1991): “I had one here on the farm didn't write the date (75-76?)."

Vagrant. One record: 1 on April 14, 1977 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, American Birds 31(5)). One record in Benton Co. in February (Herlyn 1997).

Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys)
Thackaberry (1991): “We had one on the Corvallis Xmas Count in 67 or 68? It was S of Rt 34. It was

collected next day & the specimen is in the OSU collection."

Vagrant. Two records: 1 male on May 14, 1939 on Saddle Butte (Keneth Gordon, Rare Birds of Oregon (Auk 57:119 [1940])); 1 female on January 2, 1967 on Corvallis CBC, 5.5 miles east of Oakville Road, and collected the next day (Audubon Field Notes 21(2):355 and 21(3):452; Islam 1994; Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common, many winter."

Common summer resident (P. s. brooksi, darker with yellow supercilium) (April to September) and uncommon winter visitor (P. s. alaudinus [anthinus of Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)], paler with white supercilium; P. s. sandwichensis, paler with yellowish supercilium), primarily in low grasslands. Earliest spring (brooksi): April 15.

Common summer resident, and uncommon to irregularly common winter visitor in short grass fields in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 200-300 December 14, 1996 and January 28, 1997 at Shedd (Albany) (Paula Vanderheul and Dan Heyerly, Oregon Birds 23(3)); 161 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 103 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 100 on April 27, 1997 at Tangent (Roger Robb, pers. comm.). Early date (brooksi): 5 on April 15, 1989 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: nest with eggs on May 23, 1998 at Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); fledglings on June 7, 1998 on Belts Road (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Corvallis and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in lowest clearings, and uncommon migrant throughout the Western Cascades region. Historical: “several” on September 6, 1925 in Jefferson Park (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: 10+ on April 11, 1998 at Hoover campground on Detroit Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL). Late date: 1 on September 26, 1987 on Snow Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 36

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 92%, Average: 11, Maximum: 24

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 15, Maximum: 25

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 5.8, Maximum: 10

Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum)
Rare summer resident in lightly grazed pastures in lowlands. Recently discovered, but perhaps present in small numbers for many years. Earliest: May 11, latest: July 15.

Rare summer resident in fields in the Brownsville area in the Willamette Valley region. “The valley foothill edges between Brownsville and Coburg is the stronghold of meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, and to a lesser extent vesper sparrow abundance in the Willamette Valley” (Bob Altman, ODFW grassland bird survey, pers. comm., 9/25/1997). Recorded observations: 1 banded between June 16-20, 1996 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 2 on July 10, 1996 near Peterson Butte (fide Steve Dowlan, Oregon Birds 23(1)); 2 singing males in summer 1996 in Linn County (Karen Sparkman fide Alan Contreras, pers. comm.); 20-25 males in summer 1997 at “5-7 locations in the valley, most of which are in Linn Co. Found two nests” (Bob Altman, ODFW grassland bird survey, pers. comm.); 1-3 singing males on May 11 and June 5-7, 1998 at intersection of Belts Road and Gap Road (Rick Krabbe, OBOL; Mark Nikas, pers. comm.; Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on July 15, 1999 at intersection of Belts Road and Gap Road (Mark Nikas, OBOL); 2-3 on July 10, 2000 at intersection of Gap Road and Belts Road (Mark Nikas, OBOL). One possible record in Benton Co. in June (Herlyn 1997). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Brownsville BBA hexagon.

Vagrant in Western Cascades region. One record: 1 on June 16, 1999 near dam at Trailbridge Res. (Roy Gerig, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(1)).

Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca)
Thackaberry (1991): “We discovered them nesting in the Cascades around Lava Lake in 1968(?). They

have since spread to nearly all brushy clear cuts. I'm not sure what race they are but are very gray

like E. Ore. birds."

Common migrant and winter visitor in lowland thickets, and common summer resident in ceanothus scrub above 3000 feet in the higher mountains. Many field-identifiable subspecies divided into four groups: Sooty, Thick-billed, Slate-colored, and Red (which has not been recorded in Linn County). Seven possible migrant subspecies, of which three dark chocolate-colored subspecies in Sooty group,  make up most of the wintering birds. Most are P. i. sinuosa, but some are possibly P. i. fuliginosa and P. i. townsendi. One record of P. i. altivagans of the Slate-colored group detected which is probably of regular occurrence; one record in Benton Co. of P. i. iliaca of the Red group (Herlyn 1997). Breeding species of high mountains have gray upperparts and are most likely p. i. fulva or p. i. megarhyncha of the Thick-billed group, but the exact subspecies breeding on the west slope of the Cascades has not been determined. Probably only colonized the west slope of the Cascades since the 1950s or later (Matt Hunter, OBOL).

Sooty: 

Common migrant and winter visitor in dense blackberry patches and similar brushy areas in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 65 on December 19, 1978 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 8(5)); 61 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: 1 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.). Late date: 2 on April 11, 1978 in Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 singing “whisper song” on May 8, 1999 near Lebanon (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Subspecies: sinuosa on January 3, 1909 at Lebanon (Harry Swarth, Univ. of Calif. Publ. in Zoology 17:405-422 (1920) fide Jobanek (1997)).

Common migrant and winter visitor in the Western Cascades region. Early date: September 20, 1975 on upper Calapooia River; late date: April 24, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (both Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area: 1 on October 15, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Paul Sullivan, OBOL).

Thick-billed:

Common summer resident in brushy ceanothus thickets in the Pacific silver fir zone above 3000 feet of elevation. 5th most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High number: 40 on June 10, 1969 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 6 on June 5, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 on September 26, 1987 on Snow Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Locations found in 1998 and 1999: Lava Lake Sno-Park; on NFD 2676 between 1.0 and 1.5 miles east of Fish Lake; Big Springs trail at the Santiam Jct.; 2 miles up Horn Creek Road (FS2257) at Marion Forks; 1 on the east slope of Galena Mt. near Green Peter Res.; about 4 miles up Minto Road (FS2253) above Marion Forks (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Other locations: June 26, 1992 at Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson, pers. comm.); multiple sightings on June 28, 1997 near Santiam Jct. (Rick Krabbe, OBOL); 5 on July 6, 1991 on Parks Creek at Twelve Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); July 26, 1999 in Big Meadows 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.); singing at 2788 feet and 3988 feet of elevation in 1993 south of Idanha (Kelly Bettinger, pers. comm.). Banded: 12 singing males (6 banded) on June 12, 1998 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Western-most: 1 on July 2, 1999 on the east slope of Galena Mt. at 3900 feet elev. near Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Subspecies: P. i. fulva collected 1960 near Detroit (Richard Banks fide Harry Nehls, pers. comm.); P. i. megarhyncha collected June 1968 at Lava Lake (Bill Thackaberry and Harry Nehls, pers. comm.); but these 2 races regarded as the same by Pyle (1997). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. BBA square.

Common summer resident in ceanothus thickets in the Hoodoo area (P. i. fulva or P. i. megarhyncha). High number: 35 on June 5, 1998 on Hoodoo Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: 5 on May 9, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late date: 2 on September 2, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Banded: 3 males banded on June 11, 1998 on Hoodoo Butte (Steve Dowlan, pers. comm.). Breeding: 3 (including adult feeding young) on July 3, 1999 on east slope of Hayrick Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Slate-colored: 

Vagrant. One record: 1 “small light brown streaked with rufous” (possibly P. i. altivagans) on December 30, 1981 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 20, Maximum: 40

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 17%, Average: 0.17, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 47, Maximum: 61

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 39, Maximum: 65

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common at all altitudes."

Common resident in brushy and marshy habitats throughout the county.

Common resident in damp brushy tangles, residential gardens, and riparian situations in the Willamette Valley region. 7th most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High number: 437 on December 19, 1978 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 8(5)). Breeding: nest with young on May 11, 1996 at Lebanon, and adult carrying food on May 28, 1996 in Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident in brushy areas, clear cuts, and riparian zones in Western Cascades region. High number: 11 on June 12, 1988 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). High elevations: 2 on January 3, 1998 in Clear Lake area of Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.); 4 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 2 on July 20, 1996 at Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding: feeding nestlings on May 23, 1999 east of Lebanon (Kelly Bettinger, OBOL); 2 nestlings/fledglings banded in June 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded in August 1995 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Quartzville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “probable” in galena Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Snow Peak BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in Hoodoo area. One known record: July 23, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 93

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 4.4, Maximum: 11

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 23, Maximum: 37

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 224, Maximum: 275

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 262, Maximum: 437

Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii)
Thackaberry (1991): “Nests around Lava Lake & Parks Creek area, Hoodoo, etc. Seems to prefer Reed

Canary Grass patches in winter."

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor in brushy field edges in the lowlands. Late date in lowlands: May 12. Uncommon summer resident (April to August) in marshy habitats in the high mountains.

Uncommon migrant and winter resident in blackberry tangles and similar brushy or marshy areas near water in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 18 on December 23, 1997 on Corvallis CBC.  Most recorded lowland observations are for Corvallis or Brownsville CBCs (December 19-January 3). Other records: 1 on March 10, 2000 at Tangent (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 2 on April 7, 1999 S of Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on April 11, 1999 at Belts Road and Gap Road intersection S of Brownsville (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 1 on April 17, 2000 sw of Brownsville (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on May 12, 1999 near Tangent (Jamie Simmons, OBOL).

Uncommon summer resident in marshy or boggy situations in Pacific silver fir zone. High number: 3 on June 10, 1969 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 20 banded May-August 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 17 banded May-August 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Early date: “many” on April 11, 1998 at Hoover campground on Detroit Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL); 1 on April 22, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: heard singing July 26, 1999 at Big Meadow 5 miles west of Three Fingered Jack (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). Other records: June 6, 1998 at headwaters of Straight Creek (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); June 26, 1992 at Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson, pers. comm.). Breeding: 1 carrying food to nestlings on June 5, 1998 at mouth of Crescent Creek at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 3 nestlings/fledglings banded in June 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded in June 1996 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam and Clear Lake BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in marshy habitats in the Hoodoo area. Early date: 2 on May 24, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date and high number: 20 on August 18, 1996 at Big Lake (Roger Robb, pers. comm.).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.41, Maximum: 3

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 3.7, Maximum: 9

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 1.6, Maximum: 4

Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one that came to the suet feeder for about a week & a half during a very cold

snap in 1986(?)."

Rare winter visitor in lowland marshes. Earliest: December 6, latest: January 4.

Rare winter visitor in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. Six records: 1 in winter of 1986(?) at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on December 6, 1981 at Albany (Richard Palmer, Rare Birds of Oregon, American Birds 36(3), Oregon Birds 8(1), Chat 11(5)); 1 on December 21, 1999 in area 4 of Corvallis CBC (fide Paula Vanderheul, pers. comm.); 1 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC; 1 on January 3, 1999 in Mt. Home area on Brownsville CBC (Sue Danver and Karen Austin fide Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 1 on January 4, 1995 at Willamette Industries log pond in Lebanon (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 33%, Average: 0.3, Maximum: 1

White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis)
Thackaberry (1991): “See a few every winter."

Rare winter visitor along fence rows and in thickets in the lowlands. Both tan-striped and white-striped forms. Earliest: December 21, latest: May 12.

Rare winter visitor and spring migrant in brushy areas and residential gardens in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 6 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 5 white-striped morphs in one tree on March 28, 2000 at Crabtree (Roy Gerig, OBOL); 5 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 4 on February 17, 1995 at Albany (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL). Early date: 1 tan-striped form on December 17, 1998 in Albany (Chat 28(5)). Late dates: 1 on May 9, 1998 in Lebanon (Jeff Harding, OBOL); 1 on May 11, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); 1 on May 12, 1978 near Albany (Marion Corder, American Birds 35(5)). Tan-striped form: 1 on January 4, 1998 on Gap Road for Brownsville CBC (Jamie Simmons and Cliff Cordy, OBOL).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 1.5, Maximum: 5

Harris's Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had one on the farm April 10, 1965. Also had one on Corvallis Xmas Count approx.

1981."

Rare winter visitor in brushy tangles in the lowlands. Earliest: December 22, latest: May 7.

Rare winter visitor in blackberry tangles in Willamette Valley region. Eight records: from November 7, 1998 to April 8, 1999 on Green Valley Rd. NE of Peoria (Marica Cutler, Paul Sullivan, Paul Salaman fide Jamie Simmons, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(2), Oregon Birds 25(4)); December 1974 at Brownsville (Howard Taylor, Chat 4(5)); 1 on December 11, 2000 at Holley (Nancy Bock fide Joel Geier, pers. comm.); 1 on December 22, 1975 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 5(5)); 1 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC (Marcia Cutler and Paula Vanderheul, Oregon Birds 22(3)); 1 from February 12 to end of March, 1995 east of Corvallis (Albany) (Rich Hoyer, Jr., OBOL, Oregon Birds 21(3)); 1 on April 10, 1965 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on May 6-7, 1993 east of Corvallis (Al McGie, Chat 22(10)).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Seems to prefer the west side of the valley."

Common summer resident and migrant in valley brush piles and foothill clearcuts and mountain meadows, uncommon winter visitor in lowlands, Puget Sound race (Z. l. pugetensis). Uncommon migrant (April, and should be found in September) in lowlands, Gambel’s race (Z. l. gambelii). Also rare form in mountains, Mountain race (Z. l. oriantha). Readily told apart by song and plumage.

Common summer resident and migrant, and uncommon winter visitor in brushy habitats and pasture edges in the Willamette Valley region. 5th most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High numbers: 204 on January 5, 1997 on Corvallis CBC; 168 on January 2, 1994 on Brownsville CBC; 164 on December 19, 1978 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 8(5)). Subspecies: 1 Z. l. gambelii among Z. l. pugetensis on April 25, 1998 at Harrisburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common migrant and summer resident in brushy clearings in the Western Cascades region. High number: 25 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: Z. l. pugetensis on July 6, 1991 on South Fork of Parks Creek; and at 5000 feet elevation on June 20, 1992 near Mt. Bruno (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Subspecies: 1 Z. l. oriantha banded June 1-5, 1996 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake, Tidbits Mt., and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Idanha and Galena Mt. BBA squares.

Common summer resident in the Hoodoo area. Early date: (possibly Z. l. oriantha or Z. l. gambelii by song) June 23, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 2 on September 30, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Subspecies: Z. l. pugetensis July 1, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 12

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 77%, Average: 3.6, Maximum: 10

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 27, Maximum: 46

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 111, Maximum: 168

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 70, Maximum: 164

Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricappila)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seems to prefer the east side of the valley during the winter."

Common migrant and winter visitor in brushy areas in lowlands and foothills. Earliest: September 6, latest: May 8.

Common migrant and winter visitor in brushy areas and residential gardens in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 588 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: September 27, 1977 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 10 on April 29, 1998 at Simpson Park in Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL); 10 on May 8, 1999 throughout lowlands between Sweet Home and Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Hybrid: White-crowned x Golden-crowned Sparrow on January 18, 1995 in Lebanon (Rich Hoyer, Jr., Oregon Birds 21(3)).

Common fall migrant in clear cuts and meadows in the Western Cascades region. Early date: September 6, 1978 at Parks Creek (Elzy and Elsie Eltzroth, Chat 8(2)). Late date: 1 on September 26, 1987 on Snow Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area. One record: 3 on September 30, 1999 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.).

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 386, Maximum: 588

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 151, Maximum: 278

Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Abundant migrant and winter visitor in brushy areas in the lowlands, and common resident in woodlands throughout the county. Slate-colored form is rare winter visitor. Pink-sided form reported in winter, but status in state unknown because of identification difficulties with females of other races.

Abundant migrant and winter visitor in residential gardens and feeders; common resident in mixed woods in Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 2124 on December 28, 1996, and 1546 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Slate-colored form: 1 on December 23, 1971 on Corvallis CBC (Bud Crowell, Chat 1(5)); 1 on December 18, 1972 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 2(5)); 2 on December 22, 1998 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 28(5)); 1 on February 9, 1998 on Hwy 228 near Brownsville (Mark Nikas, OBOL); 1 on January 3, 1999 at Brownsville (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Pink-sided form: 1 on November 14, 1998 at Albany (Don Boucher, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “probable” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares; “possible” in Shedd BBA square.

Common resident in forests in Western Cascades region. 2nd most abundant bird on Cool Camp BBS. High number: 140 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High summer number: 63 on June 21, 1981 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Historical: “common” on September 5, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding: 2 bare nestlings in “nest under beargrass clump in a snowstorm” on May 26, 1998 near Quartzville (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); fledgling on June 12, 1998 along Horn Creek near Marion Forks (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); carrying nesting material on July 18, 1999 on Iron Mt. (Barbara Gleason, OBOL); 4 nestling/fledglings banded between July 26-30, 1964 in Santiam Jct. 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 1 nestling/fledgling banded between August 1-5, 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 2 juvenile on August 9, 1996 at Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake, Galena Mt., Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares; “probable” in Idanha and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common resident in the forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 400 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: fledged young on July 24, 2000 at Sand Mt. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 2

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 100%, Average: 38, Maximum: 63

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 5.0, Maximum: 11

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 1253, Maximum: 2124

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 503, Maximum: 718

Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Had a small group in a field south of Albany late in Sept. Had one on Corvallis Xmas Count (date?)."

Vagrant or very rare migrant and winter visitor. Five records: 2 on December 22, 1975 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 5(5)); 2 on January 1, 1982 near Albany (Arnie and Debbie Martin, Chat 11(6)); “small group” in late September 1990 near Albany (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 1 on December 18, 1990 near Oakville on Corvallis CBC (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 20(5)); 1 on December 20, 1994 near Fayetteville on Corvallis CBC (P. Zika, Chat 24(5)). Three records in Benton Co. in October, December, and January (Herlyn 1997).

Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis)
Thackaberry (1991): “We had one on last years' Xmas Count near Shedd."

Winter vagrant. Four records: 1 on December 20, 1990 near Shedd (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.); 3 from December 20, 1994 to January 3, 1995 at Brownsville (Mike Lippsmeyer, OBOL; Jamie Simmons, pers. comm.); 6 on November 11, 1995 at Halsey (Ted Regier, Oregon Birds 22(2)); 1 from February 6 to March 5, 1999 west of Lebanon (Jeff Harding, Trent Bray, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3)). Five records in Benton Co. from October-November and February (Herlyn 1997).

Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common at all altitudes."

Common migrant and summer resident in deciduous and mixed woods at lower elevations, and along riparian areas in higher mountains. Earliest: April 26, latest: September 10.

Common migrant and summer visitor in oak groves, mixed woods, and riparian areas in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 30 on June 13, 1972 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)); 29 on June 19, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS). Early date: 1 on April 26, 1995 at Trysting Tree golf course east of Corvallis (Alan McGie, Oregon Birds 21(4)). Late date: 1 female on September 10, 1978 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square.

Common summer resident in lower mixed woods, regrowing clear cuts, and riparian areas in the Western Cascades region. High number: 15 on June 21, 1992 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Early date: 1 on May 16, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 1 bird banded between August 11-15, 1992 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake and Menear’s Bend BBA squares; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Vagrant in the Hoodoo area. 2 on September 16, 1999 near Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). 

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 25/May 5

Corvallis SBC (1972): 30

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 86%, Average: 3.9, Maximum: 15

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 15, Maximum: 29

Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Uncommon summer resident in thickets on valley floor and clear cuts. Earliest: May 2, latest: August 28-29.

Uncommon summer resident in thickets, overgrown orchards, and fence rows adjacent to open fields in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 9 on June 10, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS). Historical: “in full song” on June 9, 1940 at Sweet Home (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Early date: 1 on May 2, 1996 south of Albany (Bob Altman, Oregon Birds 22(4)). Late date: 2 males July 23, 1998 at Albany singing and holding territories (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.); pair on July 31, 1999 on Bryant Drive in Albany (Jamie Simmons, OBOL). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Uncommon summer resident in clear cuts in the Western Cascades region. Seven recorded observations: 1 on June 13, 1970 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 1 singing male on June 24, 1999 at Lost Lake (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.); June 26, 1992 in Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson, pers. comm.); 1 banded between June 26-30, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); 1 on July 3, 1999 on NFD 2676 about 1 mile east of Fish Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on July 5, 1971 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); 1 banded between July 26-30, 1993 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Clear Lake, Lyons, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square.

Vagrant in the Hoodoo area. 1 female on August 28-29, 1999 near Big Lake (Roy Gerig, pers. comm.). 

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 22/May 6

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 32%, Average: 0.45, Maximum: 3

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 58%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 9

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)
Prill (1902): “One bird only seen.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Had one on the farm in May 1975."

Vagrant. Three records: May 28, 1975 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry, Chat 4(10), Oregon Birds 4(4)); June 15, 1978 at Brownsville (Elzy Eltzroth, Chat 8(1), Oregon Birds 4(4)); 3 from January to April 1979 between Harrisburg and Coburg  (Howard Taylor, Chat 8(9), Oregon Birds 5(2), Herlyn 1997).

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in riparian areas at all elevations and agricultural areas in the lowlands.

Common resident in wetlands and agricultural areas in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 1303 on December 22, 1981 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 11(5)); 891 on December 28, 1996 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: adult carrying fecal sac on May 19, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in wetlands in Western Cascades region. High number: 50 on January 30, 1988 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 5 on May 24, 1992 at Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Clear Lake and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in Hoodoo area. One record: 6 on May 24, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 71

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 23%, Average: 0.45, Maximum: 5

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 83%, Average: 8.9, Maximum: 22

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 360, Maximum: 891

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 335, Maximum: 565

Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Their numbers have fallen off alarmingly. More of the modern farming!"

Common winter visitor and spring migrant, and uncommon summer resident in lowland farms and fields. Has declined seriously since the 1970s.

Common winter visitor and spring migrant, and uncommon summer resident in pasturelands in the Willamette Valley region. Require 12-15 acres per nesting pair (Bob Altman, OBOL). “The valley foothill edges between Brownsville and Coburg is the stronghold of meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, and to a lesser extent vesper sparrow abundance in the Willamette Valley” (Bob Altman, ODFW grassland bird survey, pers. comm., 9/25/1997). High number: 157 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Spring migrants: “first singing of season” on March 1, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Historical: December 21, 1918 on Sodaville CBC (Leslie Haskin, Bird-Lore 21:47-48 (1919) fide Jobanek (1997)); “common” on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes); “common all along the valley and often heard singing on pleasant days” in late September, 1909 (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Breeding status “confirmed” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “probable” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares; “possible” in Corvallis BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in open clearings at extreme lower edge in Western Cascades region. Early date: April 24, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: August 25, 1975 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 1 on April 15, 1999 above 3000 feet above Green Peter Res. (Mark Nikas, OBOL); 1 sometime between August and September 1975-1980 at Fish Lake (Al Prigge, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons BBA hexagon.

Rare migrant in Hoodoo area. One record: 1 on October 15, 1998 near Pacific Crest trail, north of Big Lake (Joel Geier, pers. comm.).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 29

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 75%, Average: 5.3, Maximum: 21

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 79, Maximum: 157

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 25, Maximum: 43

Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus)
Prill (1902): “One male shot near Sweet Home, Linn County 1893. One specimen secured near Sweet Home, Oregon, November, 1895."

Thackaberry (1991): “Was a big colony at the Brownsville marsh. We get a few nearly every year during

late migration."

Uncommon migrant and rare irregular or former summer resident in lowland marshes. Earliest: March 22, latest: July 23 (November).

Uncommon migrant in wetlands in the Willamette Valley region. Rare irregular summer visitor or summer resident. High numbers: “small flock” on March 22, 1983 (early date) at Albany (Don and Marcie Emenhiser, Chat 12(8)); “small flock” on May 20, 1984 at Oakville (fide Elzy Eltzroth, Oregon Birds 10(3/4)). Late date: 1 on July 23, 1993 at Tangent (Rich Hoyer, Jr., pers. comm.). Historical: “specimen” in November, 1895 (Albert Prill, in Woodcock (1902)). Breeding status “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): February 21/April 21

Brewer's Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus)
Prill (1902): “Constant resident.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Abundant resident in lowland pastures and residential areas; common resident in open areas in the mountains. 

Abundant resident in pastures, farmlands, and residential areas in the Willamette Valley region. 8th most abundant bird on Scio BBS. Build into huge late fall and winter flocks. High numbers: 3000 on February 25, 1978 along Interstate 5 between Albany and Eugene; and 2500 on December 2, 1978 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1755 on January 3, 1999 on Brownsville CBC; 1715 on December 18, 1979 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 9(5)). Historical: “common in flocks over the valley” in September 1909 (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Breeding: fledglings on May 12, 1996 at Halsey (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Sodaville, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares.

Common resident in clearings, towns, and lake shores in Western Cascades region. High number: 35 on April 23, 1978 at Foster Reservoir (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Middle Santiam and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lyons BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Lava Lake BBA square; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Common summer resident on lakeshores and in campgrounds in Hoodoo area. High number: 30 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes ). Early date: May 20, 1990 at Big Lake; late date: 6 on September 16, 1999 at Big Lake (Jeff Fleischer, pers. comm.). Breeding: juv. on July 23, 2000 at Big Lake camp (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 172

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 27%, Average: 0.64, Maximum: 4

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 23, Maximum: 41

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 933, Maximum: 1755

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 966, Maximum: 1715

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater)
Thackaberry (1991): “Declining rapidly—good!"

Common summer resident in all wooded areas (March to October); uncommon winter visitor in lowlands. Arrived in the Willamette Valley in 1925 (Jewett, 1930).

Common summer resident, parasitizing songbirds, in woodlands and gardens in the Willamette Valley region; uncommon winter visitor joining blackbird flocks in farmlands. High numbers: 30 on March 6, 1979 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 26 on June 10, 1975 on Scio BBS (USGS). Historical: first Oregon record in 1897; reached Lane County in 1925; began breeding west of the Cascades in the 1950s; common by the 1960s. Noticeable spring migration: March 1, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident, parasitizing songbirds, in forests and clearcuts in the Western Cascades region. High number (and early date): 10 on April 22, 1978 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: July 11, 1977 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 5 on May 24, 1992 at Lost Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, Foster Res., and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common summer resident in Hoodoo area. Early date: 1 on May 9, 1987 (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Late date and high number: 50 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Corvallis SBC (1972): 18

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 92%, Average: 5.8, Maximum: 26

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 50%, Average: 3.2, Maximum: 15

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 80%, Average: 7.2, Maximum: 22

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus)
Vagrant. One record: 1 male on April 23-24, 1998 north of Coburg (Reid Freeman, Dan Heyerly, pers. comm.; Don Schrouder, OBOL; Ken Morrison, Oregon Birds 24(4)).

Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii)
Thackaberry (1991): “A few pairs attempt nesting but I doubt their success."

Uncommon summer resident in riparian woodlands and residential plantings in the lowlands. Earliest: May 9, latest: August 27.

Uncommon summer resident in oak woodlands, riparian ash groves, and residential plantings of tall poplar (Populus Sp.) trees in the Willamette Valley region. Attracted to hummingbird feeders and plantings of Red-Hot-Pokers (Kniphofia uvaria). Early date: 1 on May 9, 1973 at Halsey (Howard Taylor, Chat 2(10)). Late date: 1 female on August 15, 1975 at Knox Butte (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding: a nesting pair on May 21, 1982 at Albany (Kent and Sharon Rodecap, Chat 11(10)). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square.

Uncommon summer resident in riparian areas in the lower Western Cascades region. Early date: a first-year male on May 22, 1979 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: August 27, 1975 on the upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “possible” in Snow Peak BBA hexagon.

Corvallis spring arrival (first/ave.): April 11/May 5

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 17%, Average: 0.33, Maximum: 3

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla)
Vagrant. One record: “very likely” December 26-27, 1998 at Sweet Home and submitted to the Oregon Bird Records Committee (Nancy McVicker, Oregon Birds 25(3)).

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis)
Thackaberry (1991): “I have been told Rosy Finches occur regularly at Hoodoo nearly every winter. I have

never seen them there."

Rare resident above timberline. Three records: May 2, 1973 at Big Lake (Peter Jennings and Wayne Hoffman, Chat 2(10)); 8 on September 7, 1991 on west slope and summit of Mt. Jefferson (Craig Miller, Oregon Birds 18(2), pers. comm.); 50 on October 24, 1987 on Mt. Washington (Craig Miller, pers. comm.). Listed at Hoodoo (Ramsey (1978)).

Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator)
Rare and irregular visitor in high forests at any season. Six records: 1 male on March 21, 1992 at Big Lake burn (Kelly Bettinger, pers. comm.); 1 on April 24, 1977 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 5 or 6 on May 9, 1977 at Big Lake (Dave DeSante, American Birds 31(5)); 1 male on June 21, 1998 near Tombstone Pass at the intersection of Civil Road and Hwy 20 on the Cool Camp BBS (Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(1)); 1 female on July 18, 1986 at Hoodoo (Jim Watkins, Oregon Birds 13(1); “several” Barb Bellin, pers. comm.); 2 on August 10, 1987 north of Big Lake (Roy Gerig, Floyd Schrock, Barb Bellin, pers. comm.). Breeding status “possible” in Upper Soad BBA hexagon.

Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus)
Prill (1902): “Seen December, 1900.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in mixed woods and forests.

Common resident in mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 28 on June 24, 1981 on Scio BBS (USGS); 24 on January 2, 1994 and December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Historical: “a few” on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Corvallis BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge and Sodaville BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Western Cascades region. High number: 29 on June 10, 1969 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Breeding: 1 nestling/fledgling banded July 26-30, 1994 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Clear Lake, Foster Res., and Uppre Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Middle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Lava Lake, Snow Peak, and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Uncommon resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. One recorded observation: 5 on August 28-29, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Corvallis SBC (1972): 5

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 18%, Average: 1.5, Maximum: 29

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 83%, Average: 10, Maximum: 28

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 13, Maximum: 24

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 60%, Average: 3.6, Maximum: 8

Cassin's Finch (Carpodacus cassinii)
Thackaberry (1991): “I have seen two on the valley floor in summer (dates?)."

Common resident in highest forests, rare visitor in lower elevations at any season.

Rare visitor in Willamette Valley region at any season. At least two observations “in summer” (Bill Thackaberry, pers. comm.).

Uncommon resident in forests in Pacific silver fir zone: 1 on January 3, 1998 at the Maxwell Butte area of the Santiam CBC (Jeff Harding, pers. comm.); 1 banded between June 16-20, 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); June 26, 1992 at Jefferson Park (Mike Patterson, pers. comm.); 2 banded between July 26-30 and August 11-15, 1993 in Mt. Washington Wilderness 10-minute latilong block (Linn/Lane Co.) (USGS); September 5, 1925 at Pamelia Lake (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Listed as regular at Lost Lake (Evanich (1990)). Rare visitor in forests in the western hemlock zone. Two records: July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 1 on September 20, 1975 on upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Common resident in forests in Hoodoo area. High number: 5 on August 10, 1986 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Early date: May 22, 1979 at Hoodoo (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 2 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.05, Maximum: 1

House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common to abundant resident in lowland towns and mixed woods. Arrived after 1940, only one Willamette Valley record prior to then (Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)). 

Common to abundant resident in residential areas and mixed woods in the Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 809 on December 19, 1979 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 8(5)); 253 on December 31, 1994 on Brownsville CBC. Breeding: 38 on Corvallis SBC (Chat 2(1)). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Corvallis BBA square; “probable” in Green’s Bridge and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in mixed woods and lower forests in the western hemlock zone. High number: 10 on March 11, 1989 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Regular at Foster Res. and upper Calapooia River (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 1 banded between June 1-5, 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Upper Calapooia BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville and Lyons BBA hexagons; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 38

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 7.6, Maximum: 16

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 168, Maximum: 253

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 266, Maximum: 809

Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra)
Prill (1902): “Large numbers seen, 1891.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Seen at all elevations."

Common, but nomadic, resident in conifer forests; irregular and uncommon winter visitor in lowland woods. May breed at any season when cone seeds ripen. The small billed Sitka Crossbill (L. c. sitkensis) with soft “jiff-jiff” call is the expected form west of the Cascade crest, but the larger billed Bendire's Crossbill (L. c. bendirei) with its hard “kip-kip” call occurs in the pines at the Cascade summit.

Irregular and rare visitor in lowland woods, primarily in winter. Three recorded observation: 11 on January 3, 1999 in Courtney area of Brownsville CBC; 30 on March 29, 1979 at Tangent (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); December 21, 1918 on Sodaville CBC (Leslie Haskin, Bird-Lore 21:47-48 (1919) fide Jobanek (1997)). Breeding status “possible” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons.

Common resident in conifer forests in the Western Cascades region. High number: 55 on January 3, 1998 in the Clear Lake area of Santiam Pass CBC (John Lundsten, pers. comm.). High summer numbers: 15 on July 6, 1991 on Iron Mt. trail (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Subspecies: Sitka on July 2, 1999 north of Galena Mt. near Green Peter Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); Sitka and Bendire's on July 3, 1999 at Lava Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Middle Santiam, Clear Lake, and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Galena Mt. and Tidbits Mt. BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High numbers: 168 on January 6, 1996 on Santiam Pass (fide Alan Contreras); 50 on August 28, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Subspecies: Bendire's on July 3, 1999 at Ray Benson Sno-Park (Greg Gillson, pers. notes).

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 64%, Average: 3.4, Maximum: 13

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 1.8, Maximum: 11

White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera)
Rare and irregular visitor in highest forests, primarily in winter. Earliest: late August, latest: February 20.

Rare visitor in forests in the Pacific silver fir zone. Three records: “several” from late August to September 4, 1981 at Lava Lake (George Burt, Fred Ramsey, Chat 11(2)); 6 in January, 1990 near Idanha (Phil Pickering, pers. comm.); 2 on November 11, 1990 at Lava Lake (Phil Pickering, Oregon Birds 17(2)).

Rare visitor in forests in the Hoodoo area. Three records: February 20, 1972 at Hoodoo Ski Bowl (Lars Norgren, Chat 1(8)); up to 120 from January 6, 1996 through the end of the month at the Santiam Pass summit (Steve Dowlan, Oregon Birds 22(3)); 1 probable bird heard on August 29, 1999 east of Hayrick Butte (Roy Gerig and Laurie Ashworth, pers. comm.).

Common Redpoll (Cardelis flammea)
Vagrant. Two records: 1 from March 9-16, 2000 at Lebanon (Bill Thackaberry fide Jeff Harding, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)); flock of 25 on December 3, 1999 flew from Detroit over to Linn Co. side of Detroit Res. (Steve Dowlan, OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(3)).

Pine Siskin (Carduelis pinus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Seen at all elevations; more in winter on valley floor."

Common to abundant resident in conifer forests, common to abundant irruptive winter visitor in lowland woods and towns; occasionally rare summer resident in lowlands.

Irruptive, uncommon to abundant winter and spring visitor in residential trees, gardens, and bird feeders in the Willamette Valley region. Irregular rare summer resident in woodlots: 1 banded between August 6-10, 1985 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS). High number: 473 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC. Early date: September 18, 1976 in Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: 5 on April 14, 1979 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “probable” in Green’s Bridge BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville and Corvallis BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in Western Cascades region. High numbers: 475 on January 6, 1996 at Lava Lake; 180 on December 17, 1989 at John Neal Memorial Park in Lyons; 90 on January 6, 1996 at Lost Lake (all Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Middle Santiam and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville and Upper Soda BBA hexagons; “probable” in Lava Lake BBA square; “possible” in Tidbits Mt. and Menear’s Bend BBA squares.

Common to abundant resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 300 on August 16, 1990 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 73%, Average: 5.2, Maximum: 15

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 42%, Average: 3.3, Maximum: 16

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 60%, Average: 97, Maximum: 473

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 16, Maximum: 52

Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria)
Thackaberry (1991): “I have seen only two birds on the east side of the valley in 27 years. Fairly common

along the Willamette [River]."

Uncommon resident in open lowlands and oak groves.

Uncommon resident in open oak woodlands, dry scrubby grasslands, and towns in Willamette Valley region. High numbers: 43 on December 30, 1995 on Brownsville CBC; 20 on December 23, 1980 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 10(5)). Historical: “a few” on September 8, 1926 at Crawfordsville (Stanley Jewett, pers. notes). Adult feeding fledgling on July 20, 1998 and adult feeding 2 fledglings on August 3, 1998 at Albany (Jeff Fleischer, OBOL). Breeding status “probable” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “probable” in Sodaville BBA square; “possible” in Green’s Bridge BBA square.

Uncommon resident in open fields in lowest Western Cascades region. One record: July 27, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “probable” in Foster Res. BBA hexagon; “probable” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 8

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 8.3%, Average: 0.08, Maximum: 1

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 8.3, Maximum: 43

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 20%, Average: 4.0, Maximum: 20

American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis)
Prill (1902): “Summer resident."

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common summer resident in lowland fields with thistles, and foothill clearcuts. Uncommon in winter. Common to abundant in fall as they build into huge flocks in the lowlands.

Common summer resident, uncommon winter visitor in fields, farmlands, and residential gardens in Willamette Valley region. 6th most abundant bird on Scio BBS. High numbers: 700 on September 16, 1995 in western Linn Co. for NAMC (Paul Adamus, pers. comm.); 450 on September 10, 1978 at Millersburg (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge, Corvallis, and Shedd BBA squares; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common summer resident in lower clear cuts in the Western Cascades region. Early date: 1 on May 16, 1987 at Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Late date: October 16, 1976 at Foster Res. (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 1 on September 26, 1987 on Snow Peak (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “probable” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “possible” in Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Menear’s Bend BBA square.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 115

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.09, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 100%, Average: 24, Maximum: 39

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 83%, Average: 14, Maximum: 31

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 45, Maximum: 146

Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus)
Prill (1902): “Twenty-five seen December 1900.” “July 1901. Nest and young 40 feet up in maple tree in nest in [Scio] city limits.” 

Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in forests; common spring visitor in seed trees in the lowlands; uncommon and irregular winter visitor in lowlands.

Common spring visitor in maples and plantings of elms (Ulmus sp.) in the Willamette Valley region. Uncommon and irregular winter visitor in residential areas and bird feeders. Rare summer resident: 1 banded between April 1-5, 1988 in Albany 10-minute latilong block (USGS). High number: 25 on March 14, 1978 at Albany (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). One bird found dead on April 29, 1990 in Lebanon 10-minute latilong block had been banded March 11, 1987 in Corvallis (USGS). Breeding status “probable” in Brownsville BBA hexagon; “possible” in Albany BBA hexagon; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in conifer forests throughout the Western Cascades region. High numbers: 56 banded May-August, 1992 in Parks Creek 10-minute latilong block (USGS); 50 on March 28, 1992 on Monument Peak (4500') (Greg Gillson, pers. notes); 32 on June 13, 1970 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS). Breeding status “confirmed” in Clear Lake BBA hexagon; “probable” in Foster Res. and Upper Calapooia BBA hexagons; “possible” in Midle Santiam, Quartzville, Upper Soda, and Lyons BBA hexagons; “possible” in Idanha, Lava Lake, Tidbits Mt., and Snow Peak BBA squares.

Common resident in forests in the Hoodoo area. High number: 150 on July 1, 1989 at Big Lake (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). 

Corvallis SBC (1972): 3

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 77%, Average: 9.1, Maximum: 32

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 25%, Average: 1.1, Maximum: 5

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 17%, Average: 0.2, Maximum: 1

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 40%, Average: 5.0, Maximum: 20

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)
Thackaberry (1991): “Common."

Common resident in farmlands and towns in the lowlands. Arrived in Linn County about 1900.

Common resident in towns and farmlands in the Willamette Valley region. High number: 308 on December 28, 1976 on Corvallis CBC (Chat 6(5)). Historical: restricted to Portland (500 birds) in 1897 (Bard, Darsie C. 1897. Report of the third annual meeting of NOA [Northwestern Ornithological Society]. Oregon Naturalist 4:6-8 fide Jobanek (1997)). Not recorded by Prill (Woodcock 1902). So noteworthy is: “common in town [Albany]” in September 1909 (Vernon Bailey, Biological Survey). Breeding: birds on nest on May 19, 1996 at Brownsville (Mark Nikas, pers. comm.). Breeding status “confirmed” in Albany and Brownsville BBA hexagons; “confirmed” in Green’s Bridge and Corvallis BBA squares; “probable” in Shedd BBA square; “possible” in Sodaville BBA square.

Common resident in towns in lowest Western Cascades region. Regular at Foster Res. and Lyons (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). High elevation: 2 on June 12, 1988 on Cool Camp BBS (USGS); July 3, 1999 at Gates (Greg Gillson, pers. notes). Breeding status “confirmed” in Lyons and Foster Res. BBA hexagons; “possible” in Quartzville BBA hexagon.

Corvallis SBC (1972): 14

Cool Camp BBS (1968-1992): Frequency: 4.5%, Average: 0.09, Maximum: 2

Scio BBS (1971-1992): Frequency 83%, Average: 8.8, Maximum: 33

Brownsville CBC (1994-1999): Frequency: 100%, Average: 116, Maximum: 164

Corvallis CBC (1976-1980): Frequency: 100%, Average: 113, Maximum: 308

