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Following yet another cool and wet summer, warmer and drier conditions persisted in the Region from August into mid-October. The first two-plus months of the period were the driest on record for Spokane. Comparatively mild, wet weather prevailed during the second half of the period, with strong storms in mid-October and late November producing major inshore seabird flights. 
	The parade of mega-rarities that commenced back in May reached its apex this season with new species added to each state's list. It was a plover bonanza, particularly in Washington, where one species occurred for the first and second time a mere month apart and another species occurred for just the second time. Meanwhile, Oregon birders were documenting a new sparrow for the Region. In late October, it became nearly impossible to ignore the allure of the Westport area, where one could readily enjoy three species seen fewer than four times previously in Washington.
	Although sea surface temperatures were about average throughout the period, at-sea counts of many seabirds, particularly tubenoses, were poor. Offshore reports came from two cruise ships, three day trips out of Newport, and eight day trips out of Westport, but some of the best seabirding was done from shore.
	Flights of inland scoters, northbound kingbirds, montane irruptives, and winter finches ranged from above average to spectacular (i.e., Red-breasted Nuthatch). By mid-November, the echo-invasion of Snowy Owls was showing signs of being stronger than the 2011-2012 event. Twenty-six species of warblers were noted, including three worthy of boldface print.

Abbreviations: Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir W.M.A., Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R, Harney); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark Co.); S.J.C.R. (South Jetty Columbia R., Clatsop); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla River Delta, Walla Walla).

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Two Tule Greater White-fronted Geese (subspecies gambelli) were at Fir Island, Skagit 21-25 Oct (ph. RM), and 6 visited Samish Flats, Skagit 26 Oct (RK); Washington now has about 15 records (most Sep—Dec), almost all during the past eight years. This season's Emperor Goose winged past Boiler Bay 5 Nov (PP). Blue Geese again fraternized with the s. Skagit/n. Snohomish Snow Goose flock, but only 2 were noted at Stanwood, Snohomish 2 Oct (MB); 5+ have been there annually since 2007. Two Ross's Geese in e. Washington were about half the seasonal norm there; one summering at Coulee City, Grant was last seen 25 Aug (MY), and another visited Duck Lake, Lincoln 6 Nov (JI). Three Ross's on the westside 11 Nov+ was typical, but one near Chehalis, Lewis 15-20 Nov (T. Sisson) was the first fall report from w. Washington since 
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2004. Inland reports of Aleutian Cackling Geese (B. h. leucopareia) included 14 at Fir Island 21-25 Oct (RM), 3 at Sequim, Clallam 26 Oct (BW, SGM), and 2 at Fife, Pierce 21 Nov (ph. RM, CW, RS, A. Meyer); over recent years, this taxon has proven to be somewhat regular in the P.T. during fall. Three Dusky Canada Geese (B. c. occidentalis), still considered rare in the P.T., visited Seattle 22 Oct (ph. E. Houston), and a flock of 45 stopped at Sequim, Clallam 26 Oct (BW, SGM). This season's W.V. Brant dropped in at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 3 Oct (SN); fewer than 5 per year stray inland in Oregon. A Bewick's Swan at Juanita, King 8-16 Nov (ph RM) adds to 13 prior records for Washington.
	Eurasian Wigeons are rarely noted before Nov, thus an eclipse-plumaged male at North Bend 11 Sep (TR) would seem to be quite early. However, some Old World dabbling ducks molt later than their North American counterparts, likely resulting in earlier birds being missed. Four Eurasians in e. Washington 4 Nov+ approximates the recent fall norm. Another male at Island City 26 Nov (T. Bray) was exceptional for Union; most of Oregon's eastside reports come from the Klamath Basin. A Mallard x Northern Pintail hybrid inhabited Juanita, King 14-17 Nov (ph. G. Thompson); this cross is now found annually in the Region. A seemingly early Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal appeared at Nisqually 25 Oct (ST), while another at Ellensburg, Kittitas 11 Nov (W. Szelgia) was on the eastside, where this cross and pure Eurasian Teal are quite rare. There were no reports of "pure" Eurasian Teal; the late transition from eclipse to basic plumage in Asian waterfowl likely explains this negative data. Overwintering Tufted Ducks are increasing all along the Columbia R.; by 25 Nov, a male enlivened Priest Rapids, Yakima (MH), and an ad. male Tufted Duck x scaup hybrid (presumed to be a returnee) was back at Portland where it wintered in 2011-2012 (AH). Washington's third Common Eider, a first-year male of subspecies v-nigra, inhabited Westport, Grays Harbor 19-30 Oct (ph. S. Hagen, A. Hagen). A flyby subadult male eider at Boiler Bay 12 Nov (PP) was thought to be a Common but could not be positively identified; Common Eider remains undocumented in Oregon.
	The inland flight of Surf Scoters was again impressive, with 45 noted in e. Washington 23 Sep+ (25 is average for fall). Seventy more Surfs were in e. Oregon 14 Oct-22 Nov, and another 57 were away from salt water in w. Oregon. Twenty-four White-winged Scoters in e. Washington 23 Sep+ was about triple the norm. Just 9 inland White-wingeds were reported from Oregon 24 Oct+, with all but 2 on the eastside. Inland w. Washington Surf and White-winged Scoters away from the P.T. were difficult to quantify, as the lone report mentioned "a couple dozen scoters" near Stevenson, Skamania 22 Oct without specific numbers. Six Black Scoters in e. Washington 23 Oct-17 Nov was extraordinary given that there were only 10 prior records for this area; singles were at Bank Lake, Grant 23 Oct (MY), at Lake Lenore, Grant 26 Oct (MY), and at Wallula 14-17 Nov (first for Walla Walla; B. Derting), and a group of 3 inhabited Vantage, Kittitas 28 Oct (ph. E. Heisey, S. Downes). In Oregon, single Black Scoters
     [image: ]
Shortly after Washington's second Wilson's Plover appeared inland in Walla Walla County, this different individual appeared at Grayland, Pacific County 2 (here 4) October through 2 November 2012. This Grayland bird was found about 400 kilometers north of Bandon, Oregon, which has the only other record for the Pacific Northwest, from September 1998. Photograph by K. Slettebak

stopped at Wickiup Reservoir, Deschutes 6 Nov (LR) and Philomath, Benton (WDR). Eastern Washington's 6 Long-tailed Ducks 21 Oct-17 Nov was about normal, but 6 from four inland locations was highly unusual for Oregon, where southbound birds are barely annual away from salt water.
	Southbound flights of Pacific Loons peaked off the cen. Oregon coast 21-22 Nov; up to 500 per minute passed off Boiler Bay 21 Nov (PP) and n. Lane 22 Nov (AC). The annual gathering of Common Loons at Wickiup Reservoir, Deschutes peaked at 182 birds 26 Oct (PL); all-time high counts from this locale have topped 400. If southbound, a Yellow-billed Loon at Depoe Bay, Lincoln 19 Aug (L. Norgren) was spectacularly early, while another at Westport, Grays Harbor 22 Sep (RS, BL) was more than a month ahead of schedule; Yellow-billeds have summered in the Region, but wintering birds rarely appear before Nov. Three Yellow-billeds in w. Washington 27 Nov+ represented a typical fall. The annual assemblage of Eared Grebes at Lake Abert, Lake peaked at 36,120 on 14 Sep (SD). Western Washington's only coastal Clark's Grebe was at Tokeland, Pacific 6 Oct-11 Nov (BS). Although mixed pairs of Aechmorphus grebes can be found at F.R.R. and other Regional breeding sites, Western Grebe x Clark's Grebe hybrids are rarely reported, so singles at O.S. 18 Oct (C. Putnam, S. Fitzgerald) and Magnuson Park, King 17 Nov (E. Houston) were noteworthy.
	Washington's 2 Laysan Albatrosses were off Westport 7-8 Sep (BL, RS). In Oregon, singles were off Curry 2 Oct (N. Budnitz, D.W. Sonneborn) and Newport 6 Oct (GG). This season's Short-tailed Albatross was a juv. 36 km w. of Cape Blanco, Curry 2 Oct (†N. Budnitz, D.W. Sonneborn). The high count for Black-footed Albatross was 286 off Newport 6 Oct (GG), but Westport pelagics averaged a mere 50 per trip, with a high of 105. Two Mottled Petrels inshore at Boiler Bay 21 Nov (†PP) appeared in the wake of a strong storm system. Up to 3 Cook's Petrels were seen from a cruise ship off of s. Curry 25 Sep (JW et al.); this species has been reported many times off Oregon, but only two reports have been accepted by the Oregon Bird Records Committee. Shearwater numbers off Washington were a mixed bag. Respectable counts of Pink-footed Shearwater—e.g., 419 per trip out of Westport—were in stark contrast to the seasonal totals of one Flesh-footed Shearwater and the mere 24 Buller's Shearwaters seen during the same eight voyages; fall Westport trips often produce double-digit counts of Flesh-footeds, and 24 Buller's per trip would still be considered subpar. 
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Willapa Bay, Pacific County, Washington seems to be a magnet for Bar-tailed Godwits and is arguably the most reliable place in the Lower 48 states to see this species. During fall and winter high tides, hundreds of Marbled Godwits roost on the docks in the boat basin at Tokeland, which lies on the north side of the bay mouth. In most years, one or more Bar-taileds can be found hidden among the swarms of larger Marbleds. This is one of two juveniles that were at Tokeland on 27 October 2012. Photograph by David Irons

The numbers of Buller's encountered off Oregon were equally disheartening, with all three trips out of Newport tallying just 2; by comparison, 70 off Coos Bay 29 Aug (TR) was an anomaly. Four Manx Shearwaters detected from shore 4 Aug-6 Oct was typical of recent autumns. A Leach's Storm-Petrel at Port Susan Bay, 22 Oct was Island's first (RM), and another was found dead at P.N.P. 29 Oct (VN); Leach's are very rare in the P.T., where most records occur mid-Oct—mid-Nov. During a 7.5-hour post-storm seawatch, roughly 350 Leach's passed Boiler Bay 22 Nov (PP); large inshore flights of Leach's are almost always storm driven.
	Given that there were just 10 prior records of Brown Booby for the Region, four reports in a single season is astounding. Three in Oregon included a bird of unreported age 48 km off Curry 8 Aug (fide L. Miller), an ad. 40 km w. of Depoe Bay, Lincoln 6 Oct (RN, GG, NS, ph.) and a juv. at Boiler Bay 16 Oct (PP). Washington's seventh Brown Booby was at West Point, King/Kitsap 18 Nov (†G. Oliver, O. Oliver); surprisingly, four out of the seven Washington records have now come from the P.T. With the establishment of a breeding colony in the lower Columbia River, American White Pelicans are becoming more commonplace in sw. Washington. This fall's reports included 3 at Ridgefield 2 Aug (G. Neavoll), one at Chinook, Pacific 25 Aug (J. Lamberson, K. Lamberson), and 19 near Vancouver, Clark 17 Oct (J. Sanford). Decidedly rarer were 2 at Nisqually 2 Aug (T. Varela) and a late single on the coast at Midway Beach, Pacific 24 Nov (ph. C. McHugh). Ten Brown Pelicans in the P.T. 2 Aug-24 Nov was about par for recent falls, with a maximum of 3 at Edmonds, Snohomish 15 Nov (P. Can). A major southbound flight of 7000+ Brown Pelicans passed Boiler Bay 16 Oct (PP). A presumed storm-blown Brown Pelican flew over Portland's West Hills 23 Nov (JW); a strong system had battered the Oregon coast two days earlier.
	Oregon's seventh Little Blue Heron enlivened Frenchglen, Harney 21 Sep-5 Oct (CK, PS, m.ob.). In recent years, Snowy Egrets have been annual visitors to the W.V.; this season's bird inhabited Smith Lake in n. Portland 11-20 Nov (T. Anderson, AH, CH). Conversely, the lone Cattle Egret of the fall was at Brownsmead, Clatsop 12-23 Nov (L. Cain, E. Cain). Formerly, double-digit fall/ winter tallies of this species were expected in the Region, but they are now not quite annual. Wayward White-faced Ibis are exceptionally rare in Washington and w. Oregon during fall, thus singles at Pistol River, Curry 10 Aug (CM, MM), Agate Lake, Jackson 25 Aug (JT), F.R.R. 22 Sep (L. Gilbert), Yakima R. Delta, Benton 2-3 Oct (B. Woodley), and Moses Lake, Grant 18 Oct (J. Buchanan) were all noteworthy.
	A White-tailed Kite that strayed n. to Sequim, Clallam 7 Aug (ph. I. Kilpatrick) was the only one noted in w Washington this fall. The small but stable population of kites that formerly inhabited sw. Washington all but disappeared in the wake of a prolonged freeze during the winter of 2008-2009, but even then, kites were extremely rare n. to the Puget Trough. A White-tailed Kite at Klamath Marsh N.W.R., Klamath 20 Oct (J. Van Moorhen) adds to several recent reports from Oregon's eastside, where this species was formerly very rare. Four Northern Goshawks detected in w. Oregon 10 Aug-21 Oct was above average. Although 9 Red-shouldered Hawks in sw. Washington 7 Aug+ represents the new norm for fall, this species remains rare elsewhere in the state. Farther n., a Red-shouldered at Skokomish Valley 2 Nov (BT, W Johnson) provided Mason's first, and another visited Tokeland, Pacific 23-24 Nov (ph. C. McHugh). Five eastside and 3 westside Broad-winged Hawks were reported away from the Chelan Ridge and Bonney Butte hawkwatches, where annual. Washington now has about 25 accepted records, but many sightings from Chelan Ridge, which had 4 this season (fide K. Woodruff), have not been documented or submitted to the Washington Bird Records Committee, which still reviews reports of this species. Concentrations of 50+ Swainson's Hawks are somewhat routine mid-Aug—mid-Sep in the Columbia Basin, but 115 near Fishhook S.P., Walla Walla 29 Aug (BW, RM, RS) is presumably a record count for Washington. Single Swainson's at Mount Pleasant, Skamania 7 Sep' (WC) and Ridgefield 14 Oct (R. Moyer) were in w. Washington, where not annual. Single Swainson's at Harrisburg, Linn 18 Aug (E. Hertz) and s. of Peoria, Linn 16 Sep (M. Nikas) were in the WV, where now annual in fall. Western Washington's second and third fall reports of Ferruginous Hawk came from Windy Gap, King 8 Sep (ph. O. Oliver, G. Oliver) and Ridgefield 10 Sep (RH); there were just eight prior records for w. Washington, with all but two from Apr. A Ferruginous found w. of McMinnville, Yamhill 7 Oct ultimately wintered (CK, PS). Although the Common Gallinule at Agate Reservoir, Jackson 9 Aug (ph. R. Browning) was the Region's thirteenth (all in Oregon), this is a fall season first; aside from two in Dec, all other records have come during May.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH FALCONS
Both golden-plovers showed poorly Regionwide. Just 14 American Golden-Plovers were noted 30 Aug+, including a nearly record-late (for Washington) lingerer
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at Fort Flagler, Jefferson 10-16 Nov (P. Vanderheul); none were on the eastside, where 3 per fall is typical. Fourteen Pacific Golden-Plovers detected 1 Aug-2 Nov was dismal; the Regional average was 60 per fall 2000-2010. The back-to-back discoveries of Washington's first 2 Wilson's Plovers rank among that state's most astounding bird records. The first, which enjoyed a short stint as the northernmost ever found in w North America, appeared, unbelievably, 400 km from the nearest ocean beach at Bennington Lake, Walla Walla 26 Aug-4 Sep (ph. MLD, MD). A mere month later a second individual (verified by comparing photographs) showed up at Grayland, Pacific 2 Oct-2 Nov (ph. K. Slettebak). The Grayland bird was about 400 km n. of Bandon, where the Region's only other Wilson's Plover occurred in Sep 1998; all but one of California's records have come from coastal locations, and that state has no records n. of Monterey. Washington's second Lesser Sand-Plover graced O.S. 29-30 Aug (J. Houston, M. Ahlness). The first was at the same location in late Aug 2011; this is the seventh for the Region. Oregon's second and the Region's third Piping Plover visited the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane (†D. Stotz). A Black Oystercatcher at Lake Washington, King 20 Oct (ph. D. Hepp) is one of few ever recorded away from rocky marine environs; Washington's other inland records include 3 in Skagit Sep 2005 and one on the eastside in Yakima in Jan 1947. A flock of 85 Black Oystercatchers at Swinomish Channel, Skagit 27 Oct (D. Porter) made a record for the P.T.; the handfuls of higher counts from the Region have come from the outer coast. Reports of single Black-necked Stilts at Langlois, Curry 16 Sep (TJW) and N.S.C.B. 20 Sep (TR) may have involved the same individual, as fall strays to the outer coast are exceptionally rare. American Avocets have become increasingly regular on the westside over the past decade. This season, singles visited Coos Bay 3 Sep (PL), Ridgefield 9-12 Aug (L. Topinka), and Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 20 Aug-16 Sep (T. Martine). A Wandering Tattler at Foulweather Bluff, Kitsap 13 Aug (ph. BW) was in the P.T., where barely annual. With Upland Sandpiper apparently extirpated as a breeder in the Region, the species is detected less than annually; single migrants at the Siuslaw R. mouth 24 Aug (AH, CH, ES) and near Burns, Harney 8 Sep (WH) were the first reports of southbound birds since 2008. Two Long-billed Curlews, rare in the P.T., were at
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A month earlier than any of the previous sixteen records for this species in Washington, this Slaty-backed Gull inhabited Tacoma, Pierce County 8 October 2012 through the end of the season. Photograph by Michael Charest.

Olympia, Thurston 15 Aug-14 Sep (ST, M. Kizer). Hudsonian Godwits are barely annual in w. Washington, so 6 detected this fall 20 Aug-21 Oct was astonishing; all but the single at Blaine, Whatcom 7 Sep (P. Wegener) were along the outer coast. Four Bar-tailed Godwits consorted with the Marbled Godwit flocks at Tokeland, Pacific, Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor, and Westport, Grays Harbor 7 Aug-4 Nov; away from this section of the Washington coast, this species remains quite rare in the Region. In Washington, eastside Marbled Godwits remain noteworthy; one visited Potholes Reservoir, Grant 26 Aug (MY), and Klickitat's first was near White Salmon (SJ). Single Ruddy Turnstones at Perch Point, Grant 26 Aug (MY) and F.R.R. 2-29 Aug (JS et al.) were equally unexpected, as this species is not found annually away from salt water. Fifteen Semipalmated Sandpipers at O.S. 17 Aug (BW, DW) matched the previous high count for the Washington coast, where formerly considered rare in fall. Recent tallies suggest a coastal status closer to that in the P.T., where Semipalmated is an uncommon fall migrant. A White-rumped Sandpiper at O.S. 1 Aug (ph. CW, A. Meyer) was Washington's seventh; prior records have fallen late May—late Jul. The Pectoral Sandpiper flight was strong Regionwide, with westside maxima of 77 at Fir Island, Skagit 3 Oct (RM) and 61 at F.R.R. 19 Sep (JS); 55 at Lind Coulee, Grant 20 Sep (MY) was the high count e. of the Cascades. Sharp-tailed Sandpipers also showed exceptionally well, with 19 recorded 30 Aug-24 Oct; 4 were near Stanwood, Snohomish 12 Sep (MB); and 4 total were on the eastside 12-26 Sep, where less than annual. All but 4 of the 19 west-side Stilt Sandpipers 12 Aug-10 Oct were in Washington, including 6 at O.S. 25 Aug (G. McWethy). In e. Washington, where this species appears in widespread small flocks during most falls, the single-site maximum was 13 at Sprague, Lincoln 21 Aug (MB). Ten Buff-breasted Sandpipers 22 Aug-2 Sep marked a return to near normal after a complete no-show last fall. Buff-breasteds are less than annual away from the outer coast; this season's lone inland report came from Fir Island, Skagit 28 Aug (MB). Nine Ruffs 29 Aug-9 Oct approximates the recent fall average. The annual gathering of phalaropes at Lake Abert produced the season's high counts for both Wilson's Phalarope-214,000 on 10 Aug (CG)—and Red-necked Phalarope, 36,000 on 14 Sep (SD). A Red-necked Phalarope at Union Gap, Yakima 27-28 Oct (L. Safford) was nearly three weeks late; there are only a handful of Nov records in the Region. A single Red Phalarope at Philomath; Benton 27 Oct (WDR) made the only inland report. Despite strong storms near the end of the period, there were no wrecks of Reds along the coast, but 600 were near shore at Boiler Bay 21 Nov (PP).
	Three Sabine's Gulls in the P.T. 5-22 Sep was about average, while another at Julia Butler Hansen N.W.R. 5 Sep (M. Willison, J. Gatchet) provided Wahkiakum's first. Otherwise, the inland flight was paltry, particularly on the eastside, where just 4 were reported. One at Priest Rapids, Yakima 3 Nov (K. Lucas, M. Giovanini) represents just the second Nov record of Sabine's Gull for e. Washington. A Little Gull at Summer Lake W.M.A. 12 Aug (TR) was Oregon's thirteenth. Most of the Region's Little Gulls, including over 100 in Washington, have appeared at coastal locations or in the P.T., thus it is startling that a site on the n. edge of the Great Basin has yielded nearly a quarter of Oregon records. It was a banner fall for Franklin's Gulls on the westside, with 17 noted 4 Aug-11 Nov; rarer coastal singles visited Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 4-17 Aug (GGe, M.A. Rossing), Newport 14 Sep (ph. G. Davidson), and O.S. 18 Oct (C. Putnam, S. Fitzgerald). On the eastside, 5 Franklin's in Washington 7 Aug-6 Oct was slightly below average, while one at La Grande 6 Nov (T. Bray) was record late for Union. Heermann's Gulls strayed inland to Wickiup Reservoir, Deschutes 18 Oct (LR) and Monmouth, Polk 7 Nov (B. Wagner); the Deschutes bird adds to fewer than 10 records from the Region's eastside. A Slaty-backed Gull at Tacoma 10 Oct+ (ph. M. Charest) was Washington's seventeenth and the earliest by more than a month; it ended a surprising four-year hiatus for this species in Washington, where it was found every winter 2002-2008. A first-cycle Glaucous Gull at 
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Bandon 25 Aug-21 Sep (M. Wihler, m.ob.) likely over summered nearby, as this species rarely appears in the Region before mid-Nov. Four more Glaucous 12 Nov+ was about half the usual seasonal tally.
	The inland flight of Common Terns was anemic, with just 19 noted from e. Washington 10 Aug-15 Sep; 150+ are reported there during most autumns. Common Terns went unreported in e. Oregon, while 21 in the W.V. 19 Aug-1 Sep was a typical showing. Arctic Terns are less than annual inland, thus one at Portland's Smith Lake 19 Aug (DI, SF, ph. AH) and Skamania's first at Drano Lake 17 Oct (ph. G. Mayfield, WC, L. Carlson) were noteworthy. The lone westside Forster's Tern was at Agate Lake, Jackson on 22 Sep (JT); 3 per fall is the norm. Three Elegant Terns at Seaside 31 Aug (C. Cunningham) coupled with 800 already gathered at Brookings on the s. coast (DM) appeared to foretell an invasion, but they would prove to be the only Elegants detected along the n. Oregon all season. Meanwhile, Elegant Terns continued to pile up ins. Curry into mid-Sep, with 1200 at Gold Beach 11 Sep (TR) and 800 there 16 Sep (AC). Although 200 were observed flying northward past Port Orford 21 Sep (KA), virtually none pushed farther, as evidenced by the modest high count in the neighboring county: 30 at Coos Bay 6 Sep (R. Robb). By early Oct, they had mostly evacuated Oregon, and only 7 remained at Gold Beach by 7 Oct (TR). Although Aug—Oct organized pelagic trips and a cruise ship in Oregon waters 25 Sep encountered numbers of skuas and jaegers that ranged from pedestrian to subpar, Oct/Nov storms produced unprecedented inshore flights at Boiler Bay. Three South Polar Skuas seen there on 21 Nov (PP) were highly unusual, as skuas are almost never seen from land in the Region. Pomarine Jaegers dominated the show, producing tallies that far surpassed any prior land-based counts from the Region; the 93 that flew past Boiler Bay 16 Oct paled in comparison to the 240 that streamed by on 21 Nov (both PP). A Pomarine Jaeger at Saratoga Passage, Island 22 Oct (RM) was rare for the Puget Trough. A Parasitic Jaeger at Potholes Reservoir, Grant 30 Aug (MY) the only report for e. Washington this fall; one at Vancouver Lake, Clark 4-5 Nov (BT) represented a rare inland w. Washington record away from the PT., while another at Point Wilson, Jefferson 8 Nov (RM) was about two weeks tardy. Given the earlier migratory window for Parasitic Jaeger, very few were involved in the Boiler Bay flights; 9 were tallied on 16 Oct and just 2 were noted on 21 Nov (PP). Long-tailed Jaeger numbers were abysmal, with just 2 all season out of Westport and 12 off Coos Bay 29 Aug (TR) representing the sum total encountered during Oregon pelagics. A mere 19 were seen from a cruise ship in Oregon waters 25 Sep (JW); daily counts from past Sep cruises have been into triple digits.
	Two Scripps's Murrelets were 48 km off Newport 15 Sep (GG), and another was off Westport 22 Sep (RS), while yet another out of Westport 23 Sep was left as Scripps's/ Guadalupe Murrelet (RS). In addition to jaegers, Oct/Nov storms spawned massive inshore flights of alcids at Boiler Bay. Big numbers of Ancient Murrelets were noted in Nov, with 375 at Boiler Bay 2 Nov and 900 there 21 Nov 900 (PP). In the wake of the mid-Oct storm, 6000 Cassin's Auklets poured past Boiler Bay (PP); these counts may represent Oregon records for both species. A few Cassin's stray into the P.T. each fall; singles off of Edmonds, Snohomish 5 Nov (DD) and Point Wilson, Jefferson 25 Nov (DW) were at sites where they are nearly annual. Cruise ship birding continues to expand our understanding of the distribution of Parakeet Auklets. One off Curry 25 Sep (JG, TC) is the earliest fall record for the Region. This bird was followed up by 6 more 48 km off Gold Beach 25 Oct (P.E. Lehman). Inshore records of this species continue to be few, but in the aftermath of a storm, one flew close by Boiler Bay 21 Nov (PP). Nearshore Tufted Puffins become scarce after early Oct, so one off Neah Bay, Clallam 10 Nov (CW, BT, RS) was noteworthy.
	A White-winged Dove at Brookings 21 Aug (ph. S. Byland) adds to 23 prior Oregon records, nearly two-thirds of which have occurred Aug—Oct. Oregon's fourth Common Ground-Dove was on the Wahl
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With winter just around the corner, perhaps the snowy white alkali deposits seen in this image looked inviting to Oregon's seventh McCown's Longspur, which was photographed at Borax Lake, Harney County 19 October 2012. Photograph by Noah Strycker.

family ranch near Cape Blanco 16-20 Sep (TJW, JF, ph. OS); the same ranch hosted the state's second ground-dove in Aug 2006. Suggesting an even stronger echo irruption event, 40 Snowy Owls in w. Washington 8 Nov+ and 11 in e. Washington compared to respective Nov tallies of 22 and 3 last year. This irruption was less apparent in Oregon, with only 4 Snowies reported there at the period's end; 3 were at favored S.J.C.R. 16-28 Nov, while another was in atypical habitat near Lake Oswego, Clackamas 10 Nov (ph. H. McCoy). The only westside Burrowing Owls were on the coast, with singles at Charleston, Coos 8 Oct (KC, DL) and Bayocean Spit, Tillamook 24 Nov (AH, CH, ES). Single Long-eared Owls were at Cutthroat Pass, Skagit 28 Sep (GB), Rockport, Skagit 2 Oct (RM), Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 6 Oct (CW), and Bellevue, King 8 Nov (fide R. Rowlett); only a few are found each year on the westside, mostly in winter, but detections seem to be on the increase. A dead Common Poorwill was found at Portland 29 Oct (S. Murphy-Santer), and another was found alive at Pacific City, Tillamook 17 Nov (fide MP); westside birds, often found dead or dying in late fall, turn up about every other year.
	A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Padilla Bay, Skagit 31 Aug (ph. C. Scott) provided an extremely rare fall westside record. Anna's Hummingbirds continue to push eastward in Washington, with a range that formerly ended in Klickitat now extending into the Mid-Columbia Basin. This fall, impressive numbers were in Walla Walla, where 11 were noted 3 Sep-30 Nov (fide M&MLD), and 
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An unprecedented six Tennessee Warblers were found in Washington in fall 2012, including this male at Neah Bay, Clallam County 12 November. Photograph by Ryan Merrill

singles farther e. reached Colville, Stevens 16-17 Sep (W. Current) and Spokane 30 Oct-25 Nov (ph. M. Cashen). Three migrant Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were reported, with singles at Summer Lake, Lake 17 Aug (SD), Steens Mountain, Harney 2 Sep (SD), and Malheur (AC). While widely presumed to be a migrant in se. Oregon, the actual status of Broad-tailed Hummingbird remains murky; unfortunately, virtually all fall reports involve immature/female types with little if any accompanying documentation. A tardy Calliope Hummingbird visited Mount Pleasant, Skamania 19 Sep (WC); though rare in spring and generally quite rare in fall on the westside, this species is proving to be a somewhat regular migrant in Skamania. Lewis's Woodpeckers again showed well in w. Washington, where now annual in fall, with 8 noted 8-16 Sep. The only Lewis's in the W.V. was at Finley 23 Sep (H. Herlyn). Multiple Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers are now found every winter in the Region, but they are not detected every fall; this season, a juv. was at Malheur 8 Oct (AC), and an ad. female visited Coos Bay 18 Oct (RN). In e. Washington, Red-breasted Sapsuckers rarely stray far from the e. slopes of the Cascades, so singles at Ephrata, Grant 19 Sep (ph. MY) and Davenport, Lincoln 29 Sep (ph. M. Cahen) were worthy of mention. A Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrid at Malheur 20 Sep (AC) was the only report of this cross away from areas where the breeding ranges of these species overlap. Black-backed Woodpeckers rarely wander away from their mid- to high-elevation coniferous habitats; one at Davenport, Lincoln 30 Sep (J. Acton, C. Janett) was thus unexpected.
	A Crested Caracara seen along U.S. Hwy. 97 near Chemult, Klamath 13 Sep (†K. Roche) represents at least the sixth Oregon record but just the second from the eastside. Given their lifespan and the well-documented wanderings of individual birds along the Pacific Coast, it's hard to know how many individual caracaras have been involved in these sightings. Six Gyrfalcons, 9 Oct+ included 4 on the westside, where 1-2 per fall is typical. An exceptionally early Prairie Falcon was at F.R.R. 24 Aug (JS); this species winters in the W.V., but returning birds are rarely detected before Oct. In Washington, 5 were noted along the Cascades 3 Aug-2 Oct, but there were no reports from the westside lowlands; modest numbers of Prairies follow the crest of the Cascades during southbound migrations.

PASSERINES
An Olive-sided Flycatcher near Puyallup, Pierce 30 Sep (CW) was the latest ever in Washington by five days. Four Least Flycatchers 30 Aug-2 Sep matched typical fall numbers for e. Washington. Although there are just three prior fall records for Dusky Flycatcher in w. Washington, 4 in the Corkindale/Marblemount area of e. Skagit 6-14 Sep (RM), combined with another Skagit report from Sep 2010, suggest that this species may be a low-density migrant along the w. slope of the n. Cascades; detection is surely hindered by the difficulty in separating silent, hatch-year Empidonax. Just where the northerly push of Black Phoebe will end is anyone's guess. This species remains rare in Washington away from Clark, which only recently had its first breeding records, but this season's reports from Fir Island, Skagit 11 Aug (S. Aslanian, G. Aslanian), Nisqually 21-22 Aug (G. Davis), and near Chehalis 29 Nov (J. Adams; Lewis's first) provides evidence of a continuing range expansion; four decades ago, the northern end of Black Phoebe's range barely grazed Jackson along the s. border of the Region. Exceptionally early westside Say's Phoebes appeared at Oregon Dunes Overlook, Douglas (D. Farrar) and Midway Beach, Pacific 7 Sep (J. Hebert); the latter bird was in w. Washington, where not annual in fall. Four more Say's in w. Oregon 17 Oct+ exhibited more typical timing. This season's westside Ash-throated Flycatcher stopped at Newport 23 Aug (R. Bayer). Couch's/Tropical Kingbirds showed up early and often, with no fewer than 38 noted 20 Sep-24 Nov. Highlights included 2 different Sep birds along the s. Oregon coast and unprecedented numbers in w. Washington; northbound kingbirds typically arrive in Oct along the immediate coast and rarely stray inland. Surprisingly, 5 of 14 Washington birds were found away from the outer coast, including the easternmost at Lummi Island, Whatcom 2 Nov (E. Dahlstrom). A migrant Red-eyed Vireo passed through Malheur 4 Sep (AC); fall migrants of this species are not often detected in the Region. Thirteen Blue Jays 28 Sep+ was slightly above average for a non-invasion year; 3 were on the westside, where barely annual. Rare westside Clark's Nutcrackers visited Mary’s Peak, Benton 7 Oct (T. DeFalco) and Discovery Park, King 16 Oct (A. Bentley); this species rarely strays w. of the Cascades except during irruptive events.
	A- modest irruption of Mountain Chickadees produced 27 lowland/westside reports 29 Sep+; only 4 were noted in Washington, while nearly half of the Oregon sightings came from the Portland area feeders. Six Chestnut-backed Chickadees on the Columbia Basin plateau near Quincy, Grant 27 Nov + (MY) were far removed from their expected habitat. Birders all along the Pacific Coast spent the season talking about Red-breasted Nuthatches. During Sep, this species often out-numbered all other passerines combined, particularly at coastal vagrant traps. Within the Region, the most surprising numbers were noted in the virtually treeless Palouse country of e. Washington. Fifty at Davenport, Lincoln 11 Sep (JI), 25 at Sprague, Lincoln 11 Sep (JI), and 25 at Washtucna, Adams 16 Sep (S. Aagaard, E. Cosey) are just a sampling of the numbers that collected in various small towns. Fifty Red-breasted Nuthatches on Cascade Head 4 Sep (PP) was the highest of many double-digit westside counts, and nuthatches were still pouring through more than a month later, as evidenced by 30 at Cascade Head 11 Oct (PP). A Pygmy Nuthatch visited Lyons Ferry,
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Franklin 30 Sep (ph. MLD), and 2 inhabited Richland, Benton 9 Sep-5 Oct (ph. L. Ness, P. Paulson); this species rarely wanders far from Ponderosa Pine habitats in the Cascades, Okanogan Highlands, and Blue Mountains. Late and out-of-place House Wrens were near Neah Bay, Clallam 10 Nov (RS, BT, CW) and at Hayton Preserve, Skagit 17 Nov (C. Wood, R. Kirk, M. O'Brien, B. Sullivan); this species normally departs by late September.
	Washington's second and the Region's seventh Northern Wheatear enlivened Westport, Grays Harbor 26 Oct-5 Nov (ph. P. Birch, J. Bryant); all but one have occurred early Sep—late Oct. A Mountain Bluebird visited P.N.P. 7 Oct (ph. J. Riegsecker); this species is less than annual in the westside lowlands. A well-described Wood Thrush at Whiskey Springs, Jefferson 21 Sep (†D. Sutherland) would be Oregon's fourth if accepted. A Gray Catbird at Marblemount, Skagit 14 Sep (RM) was w. Washington's seventh in fall, all since 2006; a migrant at Malheur 29 Aug (TB) was the only other report of the season. All 7 Northern Mockingbirds were on the westside 29 Aug+; of note was one that returned for a third winter at Alvadore, Lane 25 Oct+ (D. Brown). Extralimital and slightly late Sage Thrashers at Hood River 29 Sep (WDR) and Bennington Lake, Walla Walla 9 Oct (M&MLD) were away from traditional shrub-steppe habitats; this species has normally departed e. Washington by mid-Sep. Rare westside Bohemian Waxwings included one near Ferndale, Whatcom 25 Nov (P. Wegener) and 6 at Table Mountain, Whatcom 27 Nov (K. Lane). Oregon's seventh McCown's Longspur enlivened Borax Lake, Harney 19 Oct (ph. NS).
	An Ovenbird at Malheur 6-9 Sep (AC, R. Rudolph, TB) was the first southbound bird in the Region since 2008; most reports come May—Jun. Oregon's fourth Worm-eating Warbler skulked in dense alders at Pistol River, Curry 9-13 Oct (DM, RN, B. Wohlers). Five southbound Northern Waterthrushes, 25 Aug+ included 3 on the westside, where they are barely annual in fall; one was near Bothell, King 25 Aug (K. Mack), and late birds were at Millicoma, Coos 12 Nov (TR) and Bonney Lake, Pierce 22 Nov+ (RS). Washington's fourth Blue-winged Warbler visited College Place, Walla Walla 4-5 Aug (†MLD); previous Washington records include another in early Aug, one in mid-Jun, and one in mid-Sep. Four Black-and-white Warblers included one at Spokane 3 Sep (†TL), which was the third of 2012 in Washington, where one per year is the norm. An unprecedented 9 Tennessee Warblers were noted 22 Aug-12 Nov; 6 were in Washington, where there were only about 26 antecedent records. Considered less than annual in fall in the w Washington lowlands, 3 Nashville Warblers were detected, including late and very rare coastal singles at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 21 Oct (ph BW, DW) and Neah Bay, Clallam 3 Nov (ph. RS, BW). A Nashville at Goldendale, Klickitat 3 Oct was three weeks tardy for e. Washington (R. Baker). Oregon's 14 prior records of Virginia's Warbler are almost evenly split between breeding season detections in far se. Oregon and fall birds found 11 Sep or later, often n. and w. of where they are presumed to breed. One at Lake Abert 13 Sep (SD) was well n. and w. of any known nesting outpost, causing one to wonder about the provenance of this individual. A female Hooded Warbler at Lone Ranch Beach S.P. 17 Sep (†TR) was Curry's second and adds to 14 prior records for Oregon. Three southbound American Redstarts included Kitsap's first at P.N.P. 26 Aug (VN); singles were at Rome, Malheur 15 Sep (TB) and Malheur 8 Oct (AC). Single Northern Parulas at Indian Ford C.G. 22 Aug (S. Senner) and Fields 2 Sep (TB) were the season's only reports. Three Magnolia Warblers 8 Sep—early Oct was a good showing; the Region averages 1-2 per fall, almost all during Sep—Oct. Six Chestnut-sided Warblers 1-14 Sep was supranormal; all but one was on the eastside, including Washington's twenty-fifth, which visited Richland, Benton 3 Sep (ph. I. Husa). Five Blackpoll Warblers, all on the eastside 1-20 Sep, was on par with recent autumns; unlike California, where Blackpolls peak in Oct, nearly all Oregon/Washington fall birds are found before 1 Oct. Three Black-throated Blue Warblers, all on the westside 16 Oct-18
[image: ]
A bit bedraggled, perhaps indicative of the cost of vagrancy to the wet and windy tip of northwestern Washington, this Orchard Oriole persisted 21 October through 14 (here 12) November 2012 at Neah Bay, Clallam County. It provided the seventh record for Washington, with all but one record occurring September through December. Photograph by Brad Waggoner

Nov, included the eleventh for Washington, which inhabited Ocean Park, Pacific 26 Oct-18 Nov (ph. R. Ashley); this species is one of the later fall vagrants to the Region, rarely showing up before early Oct. Nineteen Palm Warblers in w Washington 14 Sep+ was without precedent; these included 3 in the P.T., where less expected, and a near-record 7 around Neah Bay 3 Nov (BW, RS). As expected, almost all of Oregon's 30+ Palms were on the outer coast, including daily maxima of 8 at Floras Lake 23 Nov+ (KnA, TR) and 5 at Cape Blanco 15 Nov (TJW); singles at Malheur 9 Sep (AC) and 28 Sep (K. Anderson) were on the eastside, where not annual. Oregon's eighth Yellow-throated Warbler was near Sisters, Deschutes 31 Aug (S. Shunk); this represents just the second fall report for the state. A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Kennewick, Benton 16 Sep (T. Greager) was the only report e. of the Cascades this fall; two eastside reports would be average. A Yellow-breasted Chat at Bennington Lake, Walla Walla 20 Sep (MLD) was nearly record late for Washington.
	The discovery of a Cassin's Sparrow at Floras Lake, Curry 10 Oct (ph. RN) furnished a long-predicted first for Oregon and the Region; this is now the northernmost record for Cassin's along the Pacific Coast. After being scarce the past few falls, a goodly 9 American Tree Sparrows were detected in w. Washington 1 Oct-24 Nov; Oregon's lone westside bird was at Millicoma, Coos 13 Nov (TR). It was a banner fall for Clay-colored, Sparrows on the westside, with 16 detected 29 Sep-10 Nov, including 3 together at Ophir, Curry 1 Oct (DL, SF), just 2 were noted from the eastside. A Brewer’s
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Sparrow at Mount Baker, Whatcom 11 Aug (RK, P. Wegener); was highly suggestive of a Timberline (S. b. taverneri), but this taxon is rarely identified away from montane breeding sites, from se. Alaska to nw. Montana. While small numbers of dispersing Brewer's Sparrows pass through the interior of w. Oregon each fall (mostly in Aug), this species is extremely rare on the coast and anywhere on the westside after mid-Sep, thus single Brewer's near Gold Beach 6 Oct (TR) and at Tillamook 14 Nov (J. Gatchet) were highly unusual. All but one of 10 migrant Vesper Sparrows in w. Washington 6-14 Sep were in Skagit, where this species was formerly less than annual in fall; improved coverage of the Skagit River Valley in ne. Skagit has changed our understanding of their status in w. Washington. A Lark Bunting at Cape Blanco 27 Aug (TJW) adds to about 22 prior Oregon records. The 360 Savannah Sparrows tallied at Corkindale; Skagit 10 Sep (RM) is among the highest counts ever for Washington. Single Grasshopper Sparrows at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 30 Sep (M&MLD) and Sprague Lake, Lincoln 7 Oct (ph. B. Bernson) were both record late for e. Washington. A Slate-colored Fox Sparrow, rare w. of the Cascades at any time, graced Corkindale, Skagit 9 Sep (RK); a count of 94 Lincoln's Sparrows there 10 Sep (RM) was Washington's second highest ever. Swamp Sparrows showed exceptionally well in w. Washington this fall, with 15 detected, while one at College Place, Walla Walla 1 Oct (MLD) provided a rare e. Washington record. Harris's Sparrows continue to be scarce in the Region during fall; 6 reported 28 Oct+ were equally split e. and w. of the Cascades.
	The lone Rose-breasted Grosbeak of the season was at Malheur 30 Sep (S. Wright), while 4 westside Black-headed Grosbeaks 12 Nov+ were fully two months later than the normal departure date for the Region. An Indigo Bunting at Sauk Prairie, Skagit 8 Aug (†RM, S. Riley) made only the eighth
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A Type 2 Red Crossbill at North Cove, Pacific County 28 October 2012 was apparently the first documented of this Type in western Washington. In the Pacific Northwest, they are typically found in Ponderosa Pines on the eastside of the Cascades. Audiospectrograph by Ryan Merrill.

Washington record for fall; Washington's 30+ records are mostly from Jun—Jul. The Painted Bunting (Washington's second) found near Tonasket, Okanogan during summer, lingered through 3 Aug (m.ob.). Single Dickcissels at Cape Blanco 28 Sep (TJW) and Tillamook 12-16 Nov (ph. S. Norris) add to 15 prior Oregon records, roughly half of these from Oct—Mar. A flock of 8 Bobolinks at Finley 10 Sep (WDR) accounted for nearly two-thirds of the season's westside tally; 5 more coastal birds 2 Sep-4 Nov included Washington's latest ever, found at Westport 4 Nov (DW). All 5 Rusty Blackbirds were in Washington 17 Oct+; 3 were e. of the Cascades and 2 on the westside. The Orchard Oriole that inhabited Neah Bay, Clallam 21 Oct-14 Nov (ph. DW, ph. BW) was Washington's seventh, all but one of which has been on the westside Sep—Dec. A male Baltimore Oriole at Brookings 22 Aug (DM) was Curry's second; it showed up in the company of a female-type Bullock's Oriole.
	A Pine Grosbeak, rare in the w. Washington lowlands, visited Tenino, Thurston 18 Nov (B. Sundstrum). Carpodacus finches seem to have been wandering in all directions this season. A californicus Purple Finch at Bennington Lake, Walla Walla 30 Oct (MLD) was well e. of its normal range. Conversely, a vocalizing Purple Finch, at Bradley Lake, Pierce 20 Nov (†CW) exhibited field marks consistent with the nominate subspecies; a bird photographed in Okanogan Feb 2009 provides Washington's only accepted record for this subspecies. Meanwhile, 5 Cassin's Finches were found at westside locations away from the Cascades 5 Sep-25 Nov, including singles at Leadbetter Point, Pacific 10 Oct (ph. RM) and Neah Bay, Clallam 10 Nov (CW, RS, BT); these represent the first coastal records for Washington. Huge numbers of Red Crossbills were along the Oregon coast all fall. Flocks numbering into the hundreds were widely reported. The highest reported count was 1400 at Heceta Beach, Lane 22 Nov (D. Pettey). In years when finches are on the move, White-winged Crossbills can seemingly show up almost anywhere; one at Mount Spokane, Spokane 4 Nov (TO) and 4 at Davenport, Lincoln 16 Nov (JI, G. MacDonald) were out of place but not completely unexpected. By mid-Oct, Common Redpolls were showing signs of a repeat irruptive performance in Washington. Early westside reports included a record-early bird at Ridgefield 20 Oct (JD), and 20+ were noted at six locations. Three well-documented Hoary Redpolls were detected among the hordes of Commons invading. Washington, including singles at Steptoe Butte, Whitman 25-27 Nov (ph JI), at Mead, Spokane 28 Nov
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Cassin's Finches were found in coastal Washington for the first time ever in autumn 2012. This bird was at Leadbetter Point, Pacific County 10 October. Photograph by Ryan Merrill

(†TL), and near Davenport, Lincoln 30 Nov (ph. JI); Washington's 18 accepted records include just one from Nov. A Lesser Goldfinch at Belfair, Mason 2 Sep (ph. J. Jackson) was well n. of the species' rapidly growing foothold in Clark.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Knute Andersson, Nigel Ball, Gary Bletsch, Tim Blount, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Jim Danzenbaker, Mike Denny MerryLynn Denny, Steve Dougill, Dennis Duffy, Shawneen Finnegan, Bob Flores, George Gerdts (GGe), Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson (thebirdguide pelagics, Washington), Denny Grandstrand, Adrian Hinkle, Christopher Hinkle, Michael Hobbs, Wayne Hoffman, Evan Houston, Jonathon Isacoff, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Carol Karlen, Randy Knapp, Dave Lauten, Terry Little, Peter Low, Craig Miller, Marilyn Miller, Steven G. Mlodinow, Don Munson, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Steve Nord, Tim O'Brien, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Lew Rems, W. Douglas Robinson, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Em Scattaregia, Owen Schmidt, Ryan Shaw, Bill Shelmerdine, Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, Noah Strycker, John Sullivan, Paul Sullivan, Shep Thorpe, Jeff Tufts, Bill Tweit, Dan Waggoner, Terry J. Wahl, Jay Withgott, Charlie Wright (eBird), Matt Yawney.
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Oregon/Washington Region

The Winter Season, 2012-2013

David Irons
Brad Waggoner
Ryan Merrill

In the wake of a spectacular fall, the winter season offered a dearth of major rarities. Aside from one new bird for the Region, this report features minimal boldface type. Generally mild and drier weather marked the season. Statewide, Oregon's precipitation was 7.6 cm below the typical December—February average, while Washington was barely 2.5 cm below normal for this period. Although Washington's average daily temperatures were about 1.5° F above average, this season continued a short-term cooling that started after the exceptionally warm winter of 1992. Snowy Owls and winter finches irrupted for the second straight winter, and semi-hardy passerines showed well.

Abbreviations: McNary (McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); S.I. (Sauvie Island, Columbia/Multnomah); WWR.D. (Walla Walla River Delta, Walla Walla).

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Greater White-fronted Geese on the Region's westside are no longer novel. Thirty at Sequim 1 Dec+ (B. Paige) and 33 at Otis, Lincoln 13 Jan (D. Faxon) were the daily maxima in Washington and Oregon, respectively. Five at Yakima 20 Dec+ (K. Lucas), and another at Wenatchee 29 Dec+ (J. Millard, H. Murphy), were in e. Washington, where not annual in winter. Prior to 2008, Snow Geese were scarce in e. Washington and ne. Oregon, but the Mid-Columbia Basin is now a major stopover for migrants. McNary hosted 2000 southbound birds 12 Dec (J. Levy) and a peak of 6000 northbound Snows 26 Feb (M&MLD); in Oregon, 5000 Snows sw. of Irrigon, Morrow 18 Jan (CK, PS) was even more surprising and suggests, perhaps, that some are wintering locally. Seven Ross's Geese made a typical westside tally; one at Coos Bay 24 Jan (TR) was noteworthy for the outer coast. Cackling Geese (B. h. minima and B. h. taverneri) now winter regularly around Puget Sound; this season's high count was 280 near Marysville, Snohomish 15 Dec (J. Blubaugh, T. Nightingale). Two Lesser Canada Geese at Sauk Prairie, Skagit 14 Dec (RM, E. Houston) and 2 more at Fir Island, Skagit 29 Jan (RM, NB
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city of reports. Single Dusky Canada Geese at Gibson Point, Clallam 6 Jan (CW, RS, RM, A. Meyer) and Kingston, Kitsap 8 Jan (BW) were well n. of their traditional winter range; aside from a few hundred at Nestucca Bay N.W.R. in s. Tillamook, virtually the entire population of this subspecies winters between Eugene and Ridgefield. A Trumpeter Swan at Coos Bay 4 Feb (TR) was unusual for the s. Oregon coast. Washington's fifteenth Bewick's Swan graced Ridgefield 5 Dec (ph. A. Hill); most reports have come since 2000.
	Three Eurasian Wigeons were detected in Union 5 Jan-2 Feb (TB); aside from the Klamath Basin, this species is not annual across most of e. Oregon. Yet another Northern Pintail x Mallard hybrid, this one at Belfair, Mason 3 Feb (RS), extends the string of annual reports of this cross, which was first detected in the Region in 2007. Reports of Eurasian Teal and Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal have fallen off in recent winters. West of the Cascades, 4 Eurasians and one hybrid is about one-third of the recent seasonal norm. A Eurasian Teal at Bend 9 Feb (CM) was on the eastside, where not annual. Forty-five Redheads at Federal Way, King 17 Feb (M. Kizer) made an exceptional winter count for w Washington. Tufted Duck numbers continue to be four-fold the long-term average; of the 7 reported 8 Dec+, 5 were along the Columbia River, where increasing detections have coincided with mushrooming numbers of wintering scaup. Eastside birds included 2 at Priest Rapids 1 Dec-12 Jan (ph. DG, AS) and another at Maryhill, Klickitat 1420 Jan (tSJ, D. Anderson). Traditionally, Surf and White-winged Scoters rarely remain e. of the Cascades into winter. This season, 4 Surfs inhabited Priest Rapids 1 Dec-6 Jan (AS, DG), and another lingered at Spokane 6 Dec-1 Jan (JI). Similarly, 4 White-winged Scoters were still at Vantage, Kittitas 9 Dec (SD), and up to 6 persisted at Priest Rapids 12 Dec-9 Feb (K. Lucas, DG). A Black Scoter at Portland 10-24 Dec (ph. J. Sanford) was along the same stretch of the Columbia R. where Multnomah's first was found in Jan 2011; this is just the third inland winter record for the Region. A paltry 3 Long-tailed Ducks were noted in e. Washington 27 Dec-20 Jan. Oregon's lone inland Lorig-tailed was at Suttle Lake, Jefferson 6 Dec (PL). A near-normal 6 westside Yellow-billed Loons were noted in Washington 1 Dec+, while Oregon produced no reports. Although Dec—Feb Clark's Grebes are now expected in w Washington, winter birds are still less than annual in e. Washington. Perhaps closer scrutiny explains the 5 eastside Clark's 1 Dec-27 Feb; these included 3 in Klickitat 18 Dec (DI, SF).
	Northern Fulmars rarely find their way into the ET., so 11 flying past Rosario Head, Skagit 7 Dec (RM) were exceptional; strong westerly winds preceded this occurrence. A Mottled Petrel out of Newport 8 Dec (GGi, ph. R. Abe) is the first ever seen during a conventional pelagic trip in Oregon waters; prior Oregon reports have involved wash-ups, storm-driven birds seen from shore, or birds seen from research vessels and cruise ships far offshore. An American White Pelican along the Siletz River just 10 km inland from the outer coast 24 Dec (M. Elliott) was both out of season and out of place; there a no large bodies of fresh water in this heavily forested section of the Coast Range. American White Pelicans now winter in e. Washington; 40 at Ice Harbor Dam, Walla Walla 15 Jan (M. Woodruff, R. Woodruff, P. Haynes) was a representative count for recent seasons. A Brown Pelican at Corvallis 3 Dec (P. Smythe) was 80 km from the nearest marine waters. Given that only 5 were noted along Washington's outer coast, 7 Brown Pelicans in the P.T. 3 Dec-12 Jan was a surprising tally. Two out-of-place Black-crowned Night-Herons (one ad. and one imm.) overwintered at Dungeness, Clallam (fide D. Van Horn); apparently, the ad. has now wintered here five years running. Slightly more expected were one night-heron at Hillsboro 21 Jan (S. Palermo) and 2 more at Fernhill Wetlands 5 Feb (JW).
	Wintering Turkey Vultures are increasing in Washington, with 7 from four locations 1 Jan-1 February; were at San Juan Island, San Juan 30 Jan (B. McGarry). Another vulture at Yakima 2 Feb (S. Ray) was likely an early migrant. Single Ospreys, nearly annual in Washington during winter, visited Nisqually 5 Dec (ST), Duluth, Clark 6 Dec (BF), and Cranberry Lake, Skagit 12 Dec (J. Nugent). Single White-tailed Kites inhabited Julia Butler Hansen N.W.R., Wahkiakum 9 Dec (T. Mansfield) and Puget Island, Wahkiakum 28 Dec (D. Froehlich). Kites all but disappeared from sw. Washington following the late Dec—early Jan freeze in 2008-2009; Wahkiakum has provided all of Washington's winter reports since then. Twelve Red-shouldered Hawks in sw. Washington 1 Dec+ was exceptional, but none was noted n. of Cowlitz. Red-shouldered Hawks are rare away from Klickitat on Washington's eastside, thus one at Yakima
  [image: ]
Any Empidonax in Oregon or Washington during the winter months is rare, thus the notion of finding multiple birds together at one site is mind-boggling Incredibly, this Hammond's Flycatcher was one of two found on 15 December 2012 at Cleveland Rapids Park in Douglas County, Oregon. The Region's first winter season Hammond's Flycatcher was found less than 12 months earlier in nearby Jackson County. Photograph by Keith Phifer

30 Dec-3 Feb (ph. K. Lucas) was noteworthy; another along Rock Creek in n. Gilliam 8 Feb (CK, PS) may be a county first. A Ferruginous Hawk wintering near McMinnville, Yamhill (CK, PS) was unusual for nw. Oregon, where this species is rare at any season; another near Roseburg, Douglas (fide MHu) was equally surprising. For the second straight year, a Ferruginous Hawk wintered at Sprague Lake, Adams (JI); they are rare in e. Washington Nov—late Feb, when northbound and breeding birds arrive. A Sora at Sacajawea S.P., Franklin 18 Jan (J. Cleaver) adds to just a handful of prior winter records in e. Washington.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A Pacific Golden-Plover graced Fir Island, Skagit 5-10 Feb (T. McEneaney, ph. MB), providing only about the tenth winter record for Washington and the first since 2007. A Mountain Plover discovered at Bandon 5 Dec remained until at least 26 Jan (DL, KC). Single Marbled Godwits, rare away from the outer coast in winter, visited Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 3 Jan (S. Pink) and Belfair S.P., Mason 6 Jan+ (M. Bartels). Two Ruddy Turnstones inhabited Ediz Hook, Clallam 18 Dec+ (J. Baier), and another was at Point Roberts, Whatcom 13 Jan-26 Feb (ph. K. Riding); Ruddies are now nearly annual in Washington in winter. Single Red Knots, not annual in the Region during winter, were at Tulalip Bay 6 Dec (M. Reid), Dungeness, Clallam 8-17 Dec (MH), and Coos Bay 27 Jan (TR). Sixteen Least Sandpipers at Tyson Ponds, Walla Walla 22 Dec (M&MLD) is one of the highest winter counts for e. Washington. Even more impressive were the 300 Dunlins at W.W.R.D. 3 Dec (DG); this is an unprecedented winter tally on Washington’s eastside. An early Dec storm brought 400 Red Phalaropes inshore at Boiler Bay 5 Dec (PP); Washington’s

329  Volume 67 (2013) Number 2, Winter Season

[image: C:\Users\Owner\Pictures\OBA147.jpg]
It is hard to imagine that any single Ovenbird has ever been photographed more times than this individual. The homeowners set up chairs and welcomed birders into their Portland, Oregon yard throughout the entirety of this bird's five-month stay from 27 November 2012 through mid-April 2013 (here 13 January). Photograph by Jack Williamson 
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Although Red Fox Sparrows have been reported in the Region nearly every year for decades, documentation has been lacking. This nicely photographed Red Fox Sparrow (subspecies group iliaca), one of six found in Oregon and Washington this winter, appeared at a Heceta Beach, Lane County, Oregon feeder on 7 January 2013. Photograph by Diane Pettey

high count during this event was 18 at Cape Disappointment, Pacific (BW, RS, BL). Following this storm, several singles appeared inland, including Cowlitz's first at Woodland Bottoms 3 Dec (R. Koppendrayer), one at Portland 5 Dec (A. Frank), one off Carkeek Park, King 8 Dec (M. Cassidy), and one at Bainbridge Island, Kitsap 8 Dec (BW).
	A rare P.T. Black-legged Kittiwake was found dead near Oak Harbor, Island 26 Feb (M. Klope). A Heermann's Gull at Seattle 16 Feb+ (JI) was noteworthy, as this species is rare in the P.T. after Dec; only 5 were noted along the outer coast after 1 Dec. Adding to 15 prior state records, 4 Kumlien's Iceland Gulls in Washington was astounding; singles were detected at Ilwaco, Pacific 3 Dec (ph. RM) and La Push, Clallam (ph. RM, ph. NB, ph. FG), plus an ad. at Clarkston, Asotin 15 Feb-F (D. Towiell, ph. T. Gray) that was joined by a first-cycle 22 Feb+ (ph. M. Clarke). Single Lesser Black-backed Gulls, now annual in e. Washington visited W.W.R.D. 2-3 Dec (AS, DG) and Yakima River Delta, Benton 5-14 Jan (R. Barchet). A holdover Slaty-backed Gull continued at Tacoma through 1 Dec (ph. M. Charest), and Washington's eighteenth graced Everett 31 Dec-2 Jan (S. Atkinson, ph. G. Thompson). Twenty-eight Glaucous Gulls was slightly below normal. Eight e. of the Cascades included one at Klamath Falls 14 Feb+ (J. Sterling, m.ob.); eastside birds are normally along the Columbia River or Snake River.
	Single Thick-billed Murres at Edmonds, Snohomish 6 Dec (DD, S. Pink, T. Petersen) and Port Angeles 30 Dec-18 Feb (B. Boekelheide) fit the mostly early Dec—mid-Feb pattern of 19 prior Washington records. Two Parakeet Auklets out of Newport 8 Dec (D. Mandell et al.) were noteworthy, as they are not often encountered during conventional pelagic trips. Most of the Region's live inshore Horned Puffins are detected May—Aug, while Nov—May reports involve birds at sea or beached; a live bird swam off Shipwreck Point, Clallam 28 Feb (S. Nattinger), and another beached near Florence 17 Feb (G. Grier, C. Pappas). A Tufted Puffin at Boiler Bay 2 Dec (PP) was equally surprising; this species is rarely seen from shore Nov—Mar. The echo irruption of Snowy Owls equaled the 20112012 invasion. Washington's 50+ Snowies were evenly split e. and w. of the Cascades, while all but one of Oregon's 8 were on the westside. A Northern Hawk Owl, rare, but now annual in Washington, graced Ephrata, Grant 20-23 Dec (R. Rogers). Single Burrowing Owls at Sequim 4 Dec-22 Feb (G. Goeschen) and Everett 24 Dec-1 Jan (ph. K. Smith) furnished extremely rare winter records for w. Washington; Oregon's only westside Burrowing Owl was at the Umpqua River mouth, Douglas 9 Feb (J. Hein). A Great Gray Owl at Redmond, King 9 Dec+ (E. Corell, V. Corell) was a rare stray to the westside lowlands. A Washington record 47 Short-eared Owls enlivened Samish Flats 12 Jan (RM). Increasingly, Anna's Hummingbirds are being reported e. of Klickitat in Washington, with most winter detections coming during Dec. This winter, as many as 10 overwintered in Douglas, Walla Walla, Benton, and Yakima. A returning male Costa's Hummingbird visited Aloha, Washington 23 Jan (K. Smith).
	Eight Lewis's Woodpeckers were noted in the W.V., where just one had been recorded over the previous two winters; 5 were near Dallas, Polk 28 Dec (B. Wagner). Six Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 29 Dec+ included Washington's tenth, which wintered at Bingen, Klickitat (ph. V. Lucas, SJ) and 3 found during the Coquille Valley C.B.C., Coos 7 Jan (fide AC); most of the Region's records have come Dec—Apr. Three apparently pure Red-naped Sapsuckers along with 2 Red-breasted Sapsucker x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrids were reported in w. Washington this winter. While Red-breasted Sapsuckers are regular just e. of the Cascades crest, birds at Mount Spokane, Spokane 10-30 Dec (M. Goldner, ph. R. Dexter), Hood Park, Walla Walla 22 Dec-2 Jan (M&MLD), Bridgeport, Douglas 9 Jan (ph. K. Black), and Waitsburg, Walla Walla 14 Jan (M&MLD) were well to the e. of where they are expected. Since 2005, Crested Caracaras have appeared sporadically on the coastal plain in sw. Coos and n. Curry, producing half of Oregon's eight accepted records; this season, a caracara roamed the New River bottoms, Coos 1-10 Dec (ph. K. Andersson). In California, it has been demonstrated that a few individuals account for dozens of widespread sightings, thus it is suspected that a single individual has produced all of the recent reports from Oregon's s. coast. Twenty-five Gyrfalcons were slightly above average, with Washington accounting for more than two-thirds of the sightings; 17 were on the eastside and 8 w. of the Cascades. This season's w. Washington Prairie Falcon inhabited Stanwood, Snohomish 5-9 Feb (K. Brunner).

PASSERINES
Incredibly, less than a year after the Region's first winter-season Hammond's Flycatcher appeared at Ashland (Jan 2013), 2 were found together at Cleveland Rapids Park w.. of Roseburg, 
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Douglas on 15 Dec (ph. K. Phifer); excellent photographs clearly establish the identity of these birds, and at least one was still present the following day (MHu). Black Phoebes again overwintered in w. Washington, with 2 at Ridgefield (fide RH) and 2 more near a nesting site at Lacey, Thurston (m.ob.); though the species now breeds in Washington, there are few winter records n. of Oregon. The Eastern Phoebe that enlivened Seattle 8-10 Dec (†C. Sidles, ph. J. Puschock) is Washington's second in winter and eleventh overall; most other records have occurred May—Jun. Four Say's Phoebe's in Oregon 10-28 Dec were likely over-wintering. Most unusual was one at Hines, Harney 28 Dec (T. Blount); Say's are typically gone from the eastside by early Oct and rarely return before early Feb. Single Tropical Kingbirds lingered at Bandon through 2 Dec (TR), Port Townsend, Jefferson until 2 Dec (S. Cendejas-Zarelli), and Sequim through 12 Dec (D. Van Horn, M. Salvadalena); there are now four winter records for Washington. It was a non-invasion year for Blue Jays, with just 7 detected; 6 were in e. Washington 28 Dec-19 Feb, and a lone westside bird wintered at Kingston, Kitsap (fide M. Szerlog). Nine Barn Swallows at five locations 2-27 Dec fits the recent pattern of birds lingering into Dec in w. Washington. Single Barns at Nisqually 6 Feb (S. Thorp) and Seattle 7- Feb+ (C. Sidles) were thought to be midwinter arrivals; these Barn Swallows exhibit a molt pattern that suggests they may originate from newly established breeding populations in s. South America. A Mountain Chickadee x Black-capped Chickadee hybrid was at Northrup Canyon Grant 14 (MY), this 
 [image: ]No bird garnered more attention than this Siberian visitor to Joseph, Wallowa County, Oregon. When it popped up in some residential shrubbery, the observers knew almost instantly that they were looking at a Little Bunting, which reaches western Alaska somewhat regularly but had only been recorded twice previously in the Lower 48 states. This image, taken on 29 January 2013 by the finder, is one of the few identifiable photographs of this wary individual, which was looked for by many and seen by few. Photograph by Craig Timer

section of e. Washington has produced several recent sightings of this cross. Mountain Chickadees staged a minor irruption into the w. Oregon lowlands, with 17 reported 1 Dec+; surprisingly, only 5 were detected in w. Washington's lowlands. Continuing from fall, 6 Chestnut-backed Chickadees were in the Columbia Basin near Quincy, Grant through 13 Jan (MY); this species is rare away from wet coniferous upland habitats in e. Washington. Up to 15 Bushtits of the Great Basin subspecies	plumbeus were noted again this winter near Moses Lake, Grant 3 Dec-7 Feb (MY); this is the northernmost of a few small isolated populations that span the 400 km between this locale and the n. end of their expected range in s. cen. Oregon. A White-breasted Nuthatch, enlivened Lakewood, Pierce 15 Dec-1 Jan (ph. W Sladek); its appearance matched S. c. aculeata, which still inhabits sw. Washington but disappeared from the oak habitats of s. Puget Sound in the early 1990s.
	A House Wren at P.N.P. 10 Jan (ph. BW) was Washington's third in winter. Single Mountain Bluebirds, rare during winter on the westside, were at Fall City, King 16 Dec (J. Flynn) and Tacoma 4 Jan-11 Feb (ph. M. Charest). Five Northern Mockingbirds 1 Dec+ was slightly below the seasonal average. Bohemian Waxwings, not annual w. of the Cascades, were noted from six westside locations 1 Dec-6 Feb; 12 at P.N.P. 1 Dec (BW) provided a Kitsap first, and 10 at Pilot Rock, Jackson 6 Jan (F. Lospalluto) was the high count from w Oregon. A young male Phainopepla at Emigrant Lake, Jackson 4-6 Dec (H. Fuller, m.ob.) was the Region's sixth; a young male at nearby Gold Hill, Jackson in Dec 1989 is the only other winter record.
	The Region's third winter Ovenbird inhabited a Portland yard 27 Nov-11 Apr (S. Hannum, m.ob.). It was an exceptional winter for Northern Waterthrushes in Washington, with no fewer than 3 detected; a fall holdover persevered at Bonney Lake, Pierce until 5 Jan (RS), and singles were noted at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit 1 Dec (RM). This season’s Nashville Warbler, annual during winter in Oregon, was at Astoria 13 Jan (AM). A Common Yellowthroat, not quite annual in w. Washington after Dec, was near Chehalis, Lewis 
[image: ]
This House Wren at Point No Point, Kitsap County 10 January 2013 provided only the third winter record for Washington. Photograph by Brad Waggoner

5 Jan (RS; BT); at least 3 more yellowthroats wintered in Oregon, where they are annual Dec—Feb. A Hooded Warbler at Astoria 30 Dec-21 Jan (ph. AM) was the third winter record for Region; the other two winter reports came from Washington. Yet another Yellow Warbler, the ninth in winter since 1998, was at Newport 30 Dec (AC). Although small flocks of Palm Warblers typically winter near Floras Lake, Curry, 20 scattered about the Wahl family ranch near Cape Blanco 17 Jan (TJW) is a Regional record for any season. In Washington, 4 coastal Palms 20 Dec-2 Feb was an expected seasonal tally, while singles at Portland 1 Jan (L. Redmond) and Eugene 17 Feb (B. Combs) were unusual winter reports for the Willamette Valley. A Black-throated Gray Warbler was at North Bend, Coos 11-13 Jan (B. Griffin); the Region averages about one report every other winter. Oregon's 3 Hermit Warblers 15 Dec-18 Feb were all in Lane, where nearly annual in winter. Single Wilson's Warblers, rare but now annual during winter, brightened Toledo 3 Dec (D. Faxon), Eugene 6 Dec (J. Siporin), and Lake Sammamish, King 27 Jan (S. Cormier-Aagaard).
	Just 2 American Tree Sparrows were tallied in w. Washington, and Oregon's lone westside report came from S.I. 10 Feb (AH, CH); winter reports from the westside have been on the decline over the past decade. Once again, all Clay-colored Sparrow reports came from Oregon, with singles at Albany, Linn 4 Dec (D. Boucher), Bend 25 Jan (H. Horvath), and S.I. 17 Jan+ (M. Smith, m.ob.). A Lark Sparrow inhabited Cape Blanco 20 Dec-1 Jan (TJW); they are rare .away from the Rogue Valley in winter. Fourteen Savannah Sparrows at Dallesport, Klickitat 16 Dec was an exceptional winter count for e. Washington (DI, SF). Better documentation of Red Fox Sparrows (subspecies group iliaca) has proven that they are rare but annual in the Region, this season, there were 
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six well-substantiated reports, evenly split between the two states. An apparent altivagans Fox Sparrow was at Lake Terrell, Whatcom 13 Jan (RK, P. Wegener); this poorly understood taxon, variously assigned to either the Red or Slate-colored group, is thought to winter s. of our Region. It should be noted that Slate-colored Fox Sparrows have occasionally been reported in the Region during winter, including 2 this year, but many come with little if any supporting documentation. Outside of the breeding season, this subspecies group should be considered extremely rare in Oregon and Washington, as the known wintering range extends only as far n. as cen. California (Rising 1996, BNA Online 2002). Washington's 16 Swamp Sparrows more than doubled the norm for that state and included rare eastside singles at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 31 Dec-2 Jan (AS) and Hollenbeck Habitat Unit, Walla Walla 27 Jan (M&MLD). Two westside and 8 eastside Harris's Sparrows approximated recent seasonal averages. Undeniably, the bird of the season was a Little Bunting discovered at Joseph, Wallowa 28 Jan (AC, CT); the bird was skittish, yielding occasional brief glimpses over the next three days. It was last seen 31 Jan, but reappeared in late Mar.
	Single male Summer Tanagers at Ilwaco, Pacific 1-4 Dec (ph. D. Swanson), Seattle 4-10 Dec (ph. R. Robinson), and Brookings 1-7 Feb (ph. A. Souther) add to just four prior winter records in the Region. With singles at The Dalles, Wasco 23 Dec (SJ) and Bellingham 17-18 Feb (ph. W. Tarken), Western Tanager have now appeared in 14 consecutive winters. A Black-headed Grosbeak at Portland through the season (A. Shalas) marked the fourth straight winter that this species has been detected in the Region. Not annual during winter in w. Washington, single Yellow-headed Blackbirds appeared at Tacoma 5-6 Jan (ph. M. Charest) and Sequim, Clallam 24 Feb (D. Van Horn); 2 at S.I. 21 Jan (DI) represented the only w. Oregon report. Four Rusty Blackbirds was a typical winter tally; 3 were in w. Washington, which produces most of the winter reports. With only about a dozen previous winter records for Washington, single Bullock's Orioles at La Center, Lewis 8 Dec (T. Hicks), Sequim 8 Feb+ (ph. D. Lambert) and College Place, Walla Walla 4 Jan (fide MLD) were noteworthy; the latter provided e. Washington's fifth seasonal record. Four more Bullocks’ in Oregon 5-23 Jan were all coastal.
	A Brambling at Birch Bay, Whatcom 24-26 Dec (ph. R. Small, V. Small) was Washington's sixteenth. Pine Grosbeaks, rare in the westside lowlands, inhabited Discovery Park, King starting with 1 Jan (J. Leland) and building to 10 on 3 Feb (M. Freund); in Oregon, the only
          [image: ]Washington's sixteenth Brambling frequented a feeder at Birch Bay, Whatcom County 24-26 (here 26) December. This bird and another seen a month earlier in Seattle made the first Washington reports of this species since December 2002. Photograph by Ryan Merrill

         [image: ]
Most of Washington's eleven records of Eastern Phoebe have occurred during May and June. This individual resided at the Montlake Fill in Seattle 8-10 (here 8) December 2012, providing only the second winter record for the state. Photograph by Ryan Merrill

reports away from Union and Wallowa came from Tumalo Falls, Deschutes, where up to 30 were present 9-20 Jan (J. Meredith, P. Low). A Washington record 150 Purple Finches gathered near Toppenish, Yakima 4 Jan (K. Lucas), while 12 at Fish Hook Park, Walla Walla 13-27 Jan (M. Woodruff) were in far e. Washington, where rare. Although Purple Finches seem to be increasing along the e. skirt of the Cascade Range, they remain quite rare in far e. Oregon; one at LaGrande 17-28 Jan (ph. TB) was just the third for Union. Perhaps greater observer awareness explains the increasing detections of Cassin's Finches w. of the Cascades crest. This season, one was at McMinnville (CK, PS). Another near Neah Bay, Clallam 26 Jan (CW) furnished Washington's third coastal record; most w. Washington records come from Skagit and Pierce. A mini-irruption of White-winged Crossbills into westside lowlands was limited to Washington; reports included 8 at Bellevue, King 1 Dec (R. Rowlett), 8 at Marblemount, Skagit (RM, RK, E. Houston), 25 at Carnation Marsh, King 15 Dec (S. Cormier-Aagaard), a coastal bird at Westport, Grays Harbor 26 Jan (BS), and 30 at Everett 18-19 Feb (K. Moore). Common Redpolls irrupted across the Region, showing particular well in w. Washington, where 150+ were tallied. High counts included 44 at Diablo, Whatcom 8 Dec (P. Wegener) and 30 at Bellevue 21 Feb (A. Wang); w. Oregon reports were limited to 6 through the season at Pilot Rock, Jackson (F. English) and one at Aurora, Marion 13 Feb (A. Briggs). Redpolls were far more numerous on the eastside, with Washington counts of 250 near Cle Elum, Kittitas 16 Dec (SD) and 200 at Chelan, Chelan 6 Jan (G. Rohde); 150 at Imnaha 23 Dec (K. Tran) was e. Oregon's high count and sizeable flocks pushed as far s. as Hart Mountain, Lake, where 30 were noted on 8 Jan (K. Lopez). This redpoll event provided a handful of Hoary Redpoll reports, including well-documented singles near Cle Elum 16 Dec (†S. Downes) and Chesaw, Okanogan 18 Feb (ph. S. Carpenter); Washington now has 20+ accepted records. Lesser Goldfinches have exploded beyond their traditional e. Washington haunts in Klickitat and are now established in se. Washington, as evidenced by 60 at Weissefels Ridge, Asotin 18 Feb (K. Dahl, T. Gray).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Gary Bletsch, Nick Bonomo, Trent Bray, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Mike & MerryLynn Denny, Dennis Duffy, Shawneen Finnegan, Frank Gallo, George Gerdts, Greg Gillson (Washington, thebirdguide pelagics), (Denny Grandstrand, Randy Hill, Michael Hobbs, Matt Hunter, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Carol Karlen, Randy Knapp, Bruce Labar, Dave Lauten, Terry Little, Peter Low, Andrew Mattingly, Craig Miller, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Tim O'Brien, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Ryan Shaw, Andy Stepeniewski, Paul Sullivan, Dave Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Craig Turner, Dan Waggoner, Jay Withgott, Charlie Wright (eBird), Michael Woodruff, Matt Yawney.
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Oregon/Washington Region

Spring Migration 2013

David Irons
Brad Waggoner
Ryan Merrill

After five straight springs of colder-and wetter-than-normal conditions, the weather was downright pleasant Regionwide. Temperatures and precipitation for each month were near normal. A stretch of warm and dry conditions in May offered a welcome contrast to the birding conditions that have plagued this month over the past few years. However, mild weather made for a lackluster May migration, with reduced numbers and a shortage of oddities. By the end of the period, experienced observers grumbled about the lack of nasty weather and the fallouts it can produce.
	As might be expected, lovely spring conditions resulted in many early arrivals. A major coastal flight 23-25 April produced some of the highest-ever Oregon counts for several species. Offshore coverage was strong again this year, even though there were only two traditional pelagic trips, both off Westport. A nine-day NOAA Northwest Fisheries research cruise and reports from four cruise ships supplemented the offshore reporting. Two new birds for Oregon highlight the boldfaced species in this report.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir W.M.A.); McNary (McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos); P.T. (Puget Trough); WV (Willamette Valley); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla River delta, Walla Walla).

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
Northbound Snow Geese tarried into mid-May in both states, with the latest at Calispell Lake, Pend Oreille 21 May (JI). A blue-morph Snow Goose visited McNary 1 Mar (M&MLD); there are only about 15 previous records for this morph in e. Washington. Surprisingly, no Blues were detected on the westside this spring. Within the Region, numbers of Ross's Geese are generally limited to the Klamath, Summer Lake, and Harney Basins, but this season's showing away from these favored sites was spectacular. A flock of 149 at Ladd Marsh W.M.A., Union 14 Apr (TB) was utterly unprecedented for ne. Oregon. A near-record 60, including a maximum of 30 at Oaksdale, Whitman 21 Apr (R. Woodruff), were noted in e. Washington; 2 at Sacheen Lake, Pend Oreille 18 May (T. Little) were e. Washington's latest. Nine Ross's on the westside 8 Mar-5 May was more than twice the norm. An overwintering Brant remained at Fernhill Wetlands through 24 Apr (S. Nord), and another inhabited Woodland Bottoms, Cowlitz 15-16 Apr (J. Jendro); this species is barely annual away from salt water. Swans lingering into May have become the norm. A Trumpeter Swan remained near Monroe, Snohomish 8 May+ (RM, mob.), and single Tundra Swans were at Wilson Creek, Grant 14 May (BT) and Colville, Stevens 17-18 May (W. Current).
	On par with the past five years, 33 Eurasian Wigeons were noted in e. Washington, including a tardy bird at Clear Lake, Yakima 20 May (AS). Hybrid dabbling ducks included a Mallard x American Wigeon at Gorst, Kitsap 10-17 Mar (C. Hesselein), a Mallard x Northern Pintail near Randle, Lewis 14 Apr (CW, BT, RS), and single Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal at Woodland Bottoms, Cowlitz 16 Mar (CW, RS) and Rock Lake, Whitman 25 Apr-5 May (M. Clarke); all of these crosses are now detected annually in the Region. Eurasian Teal are less frequently reported in recent years. Only 7 were noted on the westside 2 Mar-7- May, which may reflect the waning novelty of this taxon rather than an actual drop in the numbers visiting the Region; one at Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 14 Mar (TB) was on the eastside, where less than annual. Four Eurasian Teal x Green-winged-Teal in w. Washington through 24 Mar, with none reported in Oregon, were similarly underwhelming. Nine Tufted Ducks, mostly winter holdovers, included one at Priest Rapids, Yakima through 18 May, record late for e. Washington (AS). Oregon's first Common Eider, a subad. male at Coos Bay 16 Mar-11 Apr (TR, ph. B. Taylor), was expected, as this species has occurred twice previously in both California and Washington. Photographs show it to be of the Pacific subspecies v-nigra (ph. O. Schmidt); the most recent California record (Nov 2011) involved a female of the w. North Atlantic dresseri, previously unrecorded in the Pacific Basin. Although modest numbers of Surf Scoters pass through the interior each fall, inland spring birds are decidedly rarer. One at Kamloops Island, Stevens 17 Mar (T. Dumell) was just the fourth such record for Washington since 2001, and another at Fish Lake, Linn 12-23 May (M. Nikas) was both late and equally surprising in the Oregon Cascades.
	A Pacific Loon, not annual in spring in e. Washington, continued at Priest Rapids, Yakima through 23 Mar (K. Black). Six Yellow-billed Loons included a rare eastside bird at Pateros Lake, Okanogan 28 Mar (AS); there are only about a dozen prior records for e. Washington. A Red-necked Grebe at Rocky
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Point on Upper Klamath Lake 26 May (K. Spencer) was the first breeding season report from this locale in at least four years; over the preceding 60 years, up to 10 pairs nested in this colony, the only one in Oregon.
	Now annual in the Region, this spring's Short-tailed Albatross was a second-cycle bird at Grays Canyon off Grays Harbor 8 Mar (RM, SM, ph. C. Emmons). A Northern Fulmar, very rare in the P.T., was found dead at Samish Island, Skagit 24 Apr (N. Olson). Highlighting this spring's Pterodroma reports were a Hawaiian Petrel and 2 Hawaiian/Galapagos Petrels 60 km off Cape Blanco, Curry 3 May (PL, ph. RM, BT, BW). The documentation of eight prior Hawaiian/Galapagos Petrels off Oregon has been insufficient to determine the species (presumed Hawaiian), but photographs of this Hawaiian seem likely to result in Oregon's first accepted record; Washington's lone Hawaiian Petrel came in Sep 2008. Single presumed Cook's Petrels were off Curry 16 Apr and 3 May (†PL). Mottled Petrel was recorded again this spring, this time with one off Curry 3 May (†PL, RM)., Observers aboard cruise ships again reported numerous Murphy's Petrels, the Region's most expected spring Pterodroma; four passages 16 Apr-31 May produced 29 Murphy's in Oregon waters, including 20 off Curry 3 May (†PL, RM, BT, BW). Thirteen Manx Shearwaters included 6 total in Tillamook, Pacific, and Clallam during the 4-9 Mar NOAA cruise (RM, SM) and 6 more found during seabird surveys in the waters around Alexander and Destruction Islands, Jefferson 20 & 29 May (RM, A. Baker, A. Willoughby). The latter sightings further fuel speculation that Manx Shearwaters are nesting in the Region. An amazing concentration of 12,000 Leach's Storm-Petrels enlivened a 30-km stretch of ocean over the Quinault and Quillayute Canyons, Clallam/Jefferson 10 May (PL); 600 was the prior record count of Leach's for Washington.
	American White Pelicans are still rare n. of sw. Washington, so 12 at Nisqually 15 May (S. Thorp, W Johnson) and 5 at Port Townsend, Jefferson 19 May (D. Grimmer) were noteworthy. White-faced Ibis showed well in e. Washington this spring, with 27 birds at seven locations 3-31 May, including a maximum of 19 at Tyson Ponds, Walla Walla 10 May (J. Terrell, S. Terrell). Eleven westside ibis 6-28 May included one in Washington, where they are not annual: one visited Seward Park, King 21 May

SA The avian phenomenon of the season was the showing of Eared Grebes in Oregon's w. valleys. Although modest numbers winter along the coast and at reservoirs and sewage ponds inland, there is no appreciable movement through w. Oregon as these birds depart for their breeding grounds. Five or more birds at any single site is the exception at any season, and yet, from 30 Mar-4 Apr, flocks of 20+ birds congregated at no fewer than seven locations in three counties, with daily maxima of 48 at Philomath, Benton 30 Mar (WDR), 40 at Teddy Roosevelt N.W.R. 3 Apr (S. Mauvais), and 33 at Emigrant Lake, Jackson 3 Apr (F. Lospalluto). Nineteen more in w. Washington 28 Mar-26 Apr included counts of 5 at Cathlamet Channel, Wahkiakum 12 Apr (A. Emlen) and 9 at Woodland Bottoms, Cowlitz 26 Apr (BW, DW, RM, RKo). Additionally, 64 Eared Grebes gathered at Bend's Hatfield Lake 7 Apr (P. Low); this cen. Oregon site is not a traditional migratory stopover for this species. The reason for this incursion is not apparent

(J. Hoffman). A Broad-winged Hawk flew over Bainbridge Island, Kitsap 1 May (†BW, †DW); Washington's six previous records of northbound Broad-wingeds span early Apr-early Jun. Sixteen westside Swainson's Hawks 23 Mar-11 May represents the new normal; 6 in one pasture at Lafayette, Yamhill 30 Apr (DI) and 4 outer-coastal birds highlighted this tally. An overwintering Ferruginous Hawk near McMinnville, Yamhill remained into early Mar (P. Sullivan), and another was on the coast at Sandlake, Tillamook 3 Apr (J. Rakestraw); this species is somewhat regular in the Rogue Valley but not quite annual elsewhere on the westside. Late-lingering Rough-legged Hawks included one near Stanwood, Snohomish 7-19 May (J. Adams) and another at Samish Flats, Skagit 7-23 May (RM); this species normally departs by late Apr.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Three Black-bellied Plovers were at Tyson Ponds, Walla Walla 26 May, with one remaining through 31 May (P. Paulson); this species is less than annual in spring in e. Washington. No golden-plovers were detected in Washington this spring. A Snowy Ploverat Hatfield Lake, 
[image: ]
This adult Pomarine Jaeger was found at Banks Lake, Grant County, Washington 24 May 2013, the first spring record for east of the Cascades in Oregon and Washington. Eastside records of Pomarine Jaegers in these states are few, with previous records occurring late June through November. Photograph by Jean Takekawa

Deschutes 25 May (L. Rems) adds to just a handful of eastside records away from breeding sites in the Harney Basin and Summer Lake areas and was just the third for heavily birded Deschutes. Ten Black-necked Stilts, rare in w. Washington, were noted at five locations and included 2 very rare coastal birds at Midway Beach, Pacific 5 May (K. Brown, D. Yorgason-Quinn). Although American Avocets are now annual on the westside in spring, few reach the coast, so one at Boiler Bay 23 Apr (PP) and one at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook 5 May (SF) were noteworthy; 4 more were in the WV. 25-30 Apr. A Willet, rare at any time in the P.T., visited Minkler Flats, Skagit 25 May (K. Wiggers, J. Wiggers, GB). In e. Washington, where Willets are very rare as spring migrants, an astounding 5 were detected 2 Apr-12 May; one at Hood River 24 Apr (CK, PS) was equally surprising. In the WV, where Whimbrels are now annual in spring, 8 were noted 2-9 May. Even though Whimbrels have appeared on the eastside in eight consecutive springs, one at Ladd Marsh 25 May (TB) was just the second record for Union. Six of the 9 Long-billed Curlews detected along the WV-to-P.T. corridor 4 Apr-14 May were together at Albany, Linn 14 May (J. Fleischer); the westside has averaged about 3 inland birds per spring over the past decade. A Hudsonian Godwit at Jackson Bottoms 26 May (S. Halpern, L. Meserve, ph. S. Carpenter) was the Region's seventeenth northbound bird; this species has appeared in three consecutive springs. Six Marbled Godwits were away from the outer coast on the westside 1 Mar-3 May, including an overwintering bird at Belfair, Mason through 22 Apr (m.ob.). Forty Marbleds at Malheur 26 Apr (NS) was the largest northbound flock on the eastside since 2008; a few scattered birds is the norm. Three Red Knots, now
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nearly annual in the P.T. during spring, were at Sequim 31 May (A. Ashley). Two Sanderlings at Sprague Lake, Lincoln 22 May (JI) were in e. Washington, where not quite annual in spring. Thirteen northbound Semipalmated Sandpipers 24 Apr-27 May was more than triple the seasonal norm. Peak morning pulses of Western Sandpipers streaming past Boiler Bay 22-25 Apr approached 1000 per minute and the collective tally reported during this four-day stretch was near 400,000 birds (PP, WH). Five eastside Baird's Sandpipers 23 Apr-3 May (M&MLD) was a typical showing, while singles at the Tahkenitch Creek mouth, Douglas 16 Apr (D. Farrar) and Samish Flats 28 Apr (RM, E. Barber) were on the westside, where not detected annually; the Samish bird was about the twelfth spring record for w. Washington. Forty-three Pectoral Sandpipers 22 Apr-27 May was a superb spring count. Northbound birds are not detected annually in e. Washington, so 2 near Granger, Yakima 9 May (J. Hebert) and another at Colville, Stevens 25-27 May (R. Barton) were noteworthy. On 23 Apr an estimated 5000 dowitchers passed Boiler Bay (PP), far surpassing any prior tally for either species along the Oregon coast. Given the date, these birds were presumed to be mostly if not all Short-billed Dowitchers; 600 birds at Boiler Bay on 3 May 2010 was the previous Oregon record for this species. A wayward Wilson's Phalarope at Neah Bay, Clallam 26 May (NB) was noteworthy for the nw. coast of Washington.
	Spring records of northbound Sabine's Gull in e. Washington are few, so one at W.W.R.D. 3 May (M&MLD) was noteworthy; the most recent reports from e. Washington came during an inexplicable event in late May 2008, which involved several hundred birds in a handful of flocks. Oregon's inshore flight of Bonaparte's Gulls was the best in decades; seawatches conducted 22-25 Apr tallied thousands from several sites. High counts included a feeding flock of 10,000 at Port Orford, Curry 23 Apr (L. Miller), 3000 per hour passing Coos Bay 24 Apr (TR) and an estimated 35,000 flying past Boiler Bay on 25 Apr (PP). Franklin's Gulls again showed well in e. Washington, with 25 tallied 3-24 May; prior to 2007, 5 per spring was considered average for this area. Two Franklin's at Boiler Bay 25 Apr (PP) were the only westside birds. An over-wintering Heermann's Gull remained at Seattle through 19 Mar (m.ob.), and another at Point Hudson, Jefferson 13 Apr was presumed to have over-wintered (D. Paulson, N. Smith); this species normally arrives in the P.T. during Jun. Single first-cycle and ad. Iceland Gulls that wintered at Clarkston, Asotin were last seen 13 Mar and 3 Apr, respectively (m.ob.); these add to 20 accepted records for Washington. A Lesser Black-backed Gull, now annual in e. Washington, was near Clarkston, Asotin 12 Mar (JI). A Slaty-backed Gull continued from winter at Tacoma through 4 Apr (m.ob.). About par for recent springs, 20 westside Glaucous Gulls were noted, with the latest—about a month late—at Port Angeles 21 May (RM); all 3 eastside Glaucous were in Washington.
	Normally rare during spring in w. Washington, 11 Black Terns were detected at five locations 22 May+; Oregon's only noteworthy report was a rare coastal bird at N.S.C.B. 5 May (TR). A Pomarine Jaeger at Banks Lake, Grant 24 May (ph. J. Takekawa, E. Forner) provided the first-ever spring record from e. of the Cascades; the handful of previous eastside records for this species span late Jun—Nov. A Parasitic Jaeger, rare during spring in the P.T., was at Semiahmoo, Whatcom 26 May (P. Calise). An Arctic Tern at Bonneville Dam, Multnomah 12 Apr (ph. AH, ph. CH, G. Fredricks) was truly astounding, as there are virtually no spring season inland records for the Region. The overwintering Thick-billed Murre at Port Angeles remained through 6 Mar (m.ob.), and a breeding-plumaged ad. was just off Boiler Bay 23 Apr (†PP); there are very few Regional records beyond Feb. While speculative explanations abound, the provenance of a dead Cassin's Auklet found at Portland's Mount Tabor 10 Apr (A. Miller, L. Clark) will remain a mystery. Although significant numbers of Parakeet Auklets are now known to
   [image: ]
Although Costa's Hummingbird is recorded annually in neighboring Oregon, fewer than 10 have been recorded in Washington. This one, discovered at Lyle, Klickitat County 15 (here 26) April 2013, remained into summer. Photograph by Brad Waggoner.

spend the late winter and early spring 50+ km offshore, unprecedented counts closer to shore the past two springs are again reshaping our notion of this species' status in the Region. A Regional record 1503 were noted over Grays Canyon, Grays Harbor 8 Mar (RM, SM), and at least 500 massed 6-13 km off Curry 2 Mar (RM). Single live Horned Puffins were noted from Ediz Hook, Clallam 3 Mar (F. Hands, D. Yorgason-Quinn), Florence, Lane 8 Mar (DP), and Boiler Bay 23 Apr (PP). The Regional average is about one per spring.
	Washington's tenth White-winged Dove was near Birch Bay, Whatcom 2 May (†E. Guzman), and another at Langlois, Curry 13 May (KA) adds to about 25 prior Oregon records; all detections have been May—Nov. Lingering Snowy Owls from this winter's "echo invasion" included 11 in w. Washington through 19 Apr and 5 in e. Washington, including very late singles at Odessa, Lincoln through 20 May (fide J. Stuart) and Tekoa Prairie, Whitman 4 May+ (ph. C. Lundblad). The wintering Great Gray Owl near Redmond, King remained through 17 Mar (E. Corell, V. Corell), and another lowland bird was at Roseburg 4 Mar (K. Brodhead); this species rarely strays down into the westside valleys. A Common Nighthawk at Edmonds, Snohomish 1 May (DD) tied the previous record early date for Washington.
	Experienced observers offered compelling reports of two separate Chimney Swifts from Oregon; these would represent the first records (p.a.) for a species long expected in the Region. The initial report involved a bird seen and heard in direct comparison with hundreds of Vaux's Swifts at a Roseburg roost on 11 May (ph., †MH). The second presumed Chimney Swift was seen, but not heard, at Baskett Slough N.W.R. 29 May, at close range in the company of a small group of Vaux's and was described as being "obviously larger" with a darker rump and throat (†WDR). A Black-chinned Hummingbird, extremely rare in w. Washington and especially the lowlands, graced Concrete, Skagit 28 May (ph. B. Bridge); most w. Washington records of this species are from e. Skamania. A male Anna's Hummingbird x Rufous Hummingbird hybrid graced Lyle, Klickitat 11-23 May (†BT, ph. J. Rasmussen), providing only the second documented record for this cross in Washington. Washington's ninth Costa's Hummingbird inhabited Lyle 15 Apr+ (ph. J. Rasmussen); all but two records have been from spring, with most occurring in May. In Oregon, 
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where Costa's is annual, a male visited Eugene 29 May (MN). Settled weather in the latter part of the period may explain the comparative dearth of Calliope Hummingbirds in the westside lowlands, where 30+ per spring has been the norm since 2000. Only 19 were detected 29 Mar-23 May, and few seemed to linger more than a day or two. When Apr—May weather is cold and wet, individual Calliopes often persist at lowland feeders for days and even weeks at a time. A Lewis's Woodpecker, not annual in w. Washington during spring, graced Tenino, Thurston 5 May (J. Dlugo); another Lewis's at Portland 2 May (P. Newland) made the only report from the WV, where once common. An Acorn Woodpecker, very rare in w. Washington, was at Seattle 15 May (C. Ramamurti); prior to an irruptive event in 2010, when an astounding 10 were detected, there were only six total records for w. Washington. The tenth Yellow-bellied Sapsucker for Washington graced Darrington, Skagit 31 Mar-15 Apr (ph. G. Aslanian, S. Aslanian), and the state's eleventh was at Yakima 4 Apr (ph. E. Heisey). .Two more Yellow-bellieds 1-30 Mar were in Oregon, where annual during winter and early spring; most of the Region's records fall Dec—Apr. Four Gyrfalcons in Washington through 6 Apr represented a typical spring. Single Merlin of subspecies richardsoni, now recorded annually in the Region, were reported from Newport 13 Apr (DI, SF) and Cascade Locks, Hood River 19 Apr (JW).

PASSERINES
A Hammond's Flycatcher at Chambers Lake, Pierce 13 Apr (ph. M. Charest) was nearly record early for Washington; the earliest record is 8 Apr 2009. Four Gray Flycatchers in the westside lowlands 20 Apr-4 May were all in Oregon, where 2-3 per spring is typical. The westside showing of Dusky Flycatchers was modest and likely also attributable to mild Apr—May weather. Just 16 were detected, with 12 of those in w. Washington 29 Apr-22 May, including a maximum of 4 near Puyallup, Pierce 6 May (CW); 30+ had been noted from w. Washington in each of the past two springs. Six Black Phoebe detections at five locations n. of their recent foothold in sw. Washington this spring was impressive and included Clallam's first at the mouth of the Elwha River 23-25 Mar (J. Sleight). A Black Phoebe at Malheur 27 May (L. Skalnes) is at least the sixth for Harney, where this species was unknown a decade ago. Single Eastern Phoebes at Calispell Lake, Pend Oreille 21 May+ (ph. JI) and at Dixonville, Douglas 31 May (ph. MH) were Washington's twelfth and Oregon's sixteenth, respectively; 5 Eastern Phoebes have been recorded in Washington since 2011. Say's Phoebes showed well on the westside, particularly in Washington, where 14 of this season's 20 were detected 2 Mar+; spring Say's have increased dramatically in w. Washington over the past six years. The latest, at Van Horn Ponds, Skagit 19 May (GB), was more than a month after the main flight. Two Ash-throated Flycatchers were in the WV, where rare but annual May—Jun. A migrant stopped at Eugene 30 Apr (L. Ferrenburg), while another called persistently at Peterson Butte near Lebanon, Linn 31 May (J. Geier); unpaired Ash-throateds occasionally summer in the s. WV , where there are still patches of vanishing oak savanna. A Western Kingbird, now rare but annual on the Washington coast, was near Tokeland, Pacific 18 May (RM, RS, CW, A. Meyer).
	Four westside Loggerhead Shrikes 9 Apr-14 May, included Kitsap's first near Kingston 30 Apr (ph. BW); this species is not annual during spring in w. Washington. A Red-eyed Vireo at Stillwater, King 11 May (J. Tubbs) was about two weeks early. In w. Washington, where Blue Jays are not annual during spring, 2 were at P.N.P. 11 May, with one remaining there 19 May (VN). Six eastside Blue Jays 7 Apr-1 May were evenly divided between the states. Single Black-billed Magpies were noted at Montlake Fill, King 9 Mar (C. Sidles), Edmonds, Snohomish 10 Mar (fide C. Riddell), and Discovery Park, King 17 Mar (E. Houston); this species is normally very rare for w. Washington, but one or 2 wandering birds have been noted in most reporting periods over the past four years. Nine Mountain Chickadees in the w. Oregon lowlands 10 Mar-17 Apr included 4 on the outer coast, where less expected; as was true during the winter season, this westside mini-irruption was not detected in Washington. A Rock Wren at Westport, Grays Harbor 19 May (ph. BS) was noteworthy for a coastal location and for such a late spring date; this species is rare at any time in lowland w. Washington, and spring records are few. A House Wren at Hawk C. G., Lincoln 29 Mar was about three weeks early for e. Washington (RK). The long-staying Wrentit persisted through another season at the Sandy River mouth (m.ob.), where it is far removed from any known population; another stray at Tualatin 15 May (B. Evans) provided a long-anticipated first record for Washington.
	Once again, Mountain Bluebirds flooded through the upper Skagit River valley, Skagit, with a maximum of 26 at Corkindale 16 Apr (RM). This rich migration corridor has received more extensive coverage in the past five years. Fourteen were noted elsewhere in w. Washington 4 Apr-10 May, including 6 at three coastal locations; surprisingly, no Mountain Bluebirds were noted in w. Oregon. A Gray Catbird was at Corkindale, Skagit 31 May (RM); though very rare in w. Washington, catbirds have been detected at this location since 2010. Three more migrant catbirds were reported from Harney 26-31 May. Nine Northern Mockingbirds 3 Mar+ were almost evenly divided e. and w. of the Cascades, but none were found in e. Washington. Sage Thrashers again showed well in w Washington, with 5 detected 27 Apr-25 May; this species is now nearly annual there in spring. A California Thrasher seen and heard singing just n. of the California line at Lower Klamath N.W.R. 18 Apr (†B. Massey, T. Philippe) made Oregon's third record.
	After more than four months, the popular Ovenbird wintering at Portland was last seen 11 Apr (S. Hannam). The season's lone northbound Northern Waterthrush was at Malheur 28 May (M&MLD). Three Black-and-white Warblers included singles at Malheur 15 (T. Blount) & 26 May (T. Hynes) and a less-expected westside bird at Portland 26 May (AH, CH). Tennessee Warblers showed well, with 3 in Harney 2-26 May; one per spring is typical. A spectacular fallout of 500 Orange-crowned Warblers poured through Ashland's North Mountain Park, Jackson 13 Apr (B. Arrigoni); apparently a gap in the mountains along the California/Oregon border serves to funnel migrants through this area. Milder mid-season weather than normal may well explain the early arrival of several warblers in Washington, including a Nashville Warbler at Richland, Benton 1 Apr (fide MLD), an American Redstart at Rimrock Lake, Yakima 12 May (A. Thornton), and a Wilson's Warbler at Wawawai Canyon, Whitman 8 Apr (M. Clarke). As is typical, 2 northbound American Redstarts passed through Harney oases in late May, and another was found 31 May on the westside at Cascade Head (PP), where now near annual. Northbound Black-throated Blue Warblers rarely appear in the Region before the last week of May, with most reported from Harney; thus one at Cape Blanco 14 May (TJW) was doubly unusual. More expected were a female Black-throated Blue at Malheur 26 May (ph. T. Meinzn) and a male s. of Fields; Harney 31 May (B. Archer). Ten Palm Warblers in w. Oregon 3 Mar-15 May was above normal. The apparent comeback of Yellow-breasted Chats in w. Washington continues, as evidenced by Island's first at Iverson Spit 26-27 May (T. Brennan) and another at Corkindale 30 May (RK).
	A California Towhee at Dixonville, Douglas 31 May (MH) represents the northernmost report of this species in perhaps two decades. One or 2 birds could be found in se. Roseburg into the mid-1980s, but the patches of narrow-
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leafed Buckbrush (Ceanothus cuneatus) the towhees inhabited was long ago replaced by Roseburg's advancing suburban footprint. Each state hosted a westside Clay-colored Sparrow, with one at Sauvie Island, Multnomah/Columbia 2-17 Mar (C. Bennett, S. Schlick) and another at Diablo, Whatcom 23 May (RM); there are only a few spring records for w. Washington. Desert sparrows continue to find the disturbed semi-industrial landscape surrounding the Troutdale, Multnomah airport to their liking; Brewer's Sparrow showed up for the second straight spring, with one there 4 Apr (AH, CH, ES). Migrant Vesper Sparrows have been considered rare away from their few w. Washington breeding locations; 4 detected 4-31 May was a drop-off from recent springs but included a rare coastal bird at Neah Bay, Clallam 26 May (NB). A Vesper at Astoria 27 Apr (L. Cain) was a rare stray to the n. Oregon coast. Six westside Lark Sparrows 24 Apr-18 May included an unprecedented 4 in w. Washington. A Black-throated Sparrow returned to the occasional breeding outpost at Vantage, Kittitas 31 May (R. Saunders). Additional desert sparrows on the westside included a Black-throated in se. Portland 25 May (C. Carter) and a Sage Sparrow at F.R.R. 26 Apr (JS). A well-marked Red Fox Sparrow (iliaca subspecies group) visited a Florence feeder 3 Apr (ph. DP). Three wintering Swamp Sparrows were re-located during the spring in w. Washington; the latest remained at Neah Bay, Clallam through 6 Apr (T. Signor). Six Harris's Sparrows 23 Mar-12 May was slightly above the long-term average; the Region has traditionally averaged about 5 per spring, but only 2-3 per season have been reported in recent years. Rare for far e. Washington, 3 Golden-crowned Sparrows were at Davenport, Lincoln 3 May (JI). A Golden-crowned x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid was at Seattle 21 Apr (J. Gunn). The Region's first Little Bunting, which disappeared several days after it was found in Jan, reappeared in the same Joseph, Wallowa neighborhood 25 Mar (ph. AH, ph. CH, ES) and was seen sporadically through 17 Apr (m.ob.).
	An ad. male Summer Tanager brightened Malheur 30 May (ph. S. Wright); about two-thirds of Oregon's 20 records have come May—Jun. Six Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 26 May+ was a typical showing; one at Vancouver, Clark 30 May (ph. B. Hitler) was the only report from Washington. A female Blue Grosbeak near Gleneden Beach, Lincoln 19 May (†D. Faxon) 
[image: ]Two Eastern Phoebes were noted in the Oregon and Washington region in spring 2013, including this bird at Dixonville, Douglas County, Oregon 31 May. There are now 28 records of the species for this region; prior to 2000, the region had just eight records. Photograph by Matt Hunter.

adds to 10 prior Oregon records. Six Indigo Buntings, annual in the Region May—Jul, included one in Washington near Skamokawa, Wahkiakum 16-17 May (ph. B. McNully). Washington has roughly 35 records with most having occurred Jun—Jul, whereas Oregon has averaged about 5 Indigos per year over the past decade. A displaying male Tricolored Blackbird at Sprague Lake, Lincoln 9 Apr, along with 14 noted there 17 May (JI), and one at Toppenish N.W.R. 9-10 May (ph. K. Lucas) were away from known breeding colonies in Whitman and Grant; this species first appeared in s.-cen. Washington in 2003. A wintering Rusty Blackbird at Ashland, last seen 2 Mar (T. Shelmerdine), plus 2 more at Wallula, Walla Walla 2-21 Mar (M&MLD), provided rare spring records; most Rusties are found mid-Oct—late Jan. Two Common Grackles, a male and female, inhabited Potholes S.P, Grant 11-18 May (P. Lehman, m.ob.); only one of Washington's previous 16 records (most Mar—Jul) involved a pair. Another Common Grackle was s. of Chemult, Klamath 15 May (F Schrock); Oregon has about 32 records, with all but six falling Apr—Jul. A Great-tailed Grackle at Naselle, Pacific 29 May (ph. D. Hall, M. Hall) provided only the ninth record for Washington. Five Oregon Great-taileds 26 Apr+ was a normal showing; one at Tualatin N.W.R., Washington 26 Apr (JW, D. Smith) and another at Rickreall, Polk 30 May (B. Wagner) were in the WV, where not quite annual. A Baltimore Oriole found dead at Kennewick, Benton 8 May (C. Herber, ph. L. Tompkins) provided Washington's fifth record; all but one record, from early Nov 1975, span 31 May-22 Jun. A male Baltimore Oriole near Hermiston 30 May (SS) was the only report from Oregon, where this species is detected annually May—Jun.
	Pine Grosbeaks are rare visitors to westside lowlands, but this spring 4 were noted at three locations 17 Mar-7 Apr. A continuation from winter, Purple Finches were again in far e. Washington, where rare. One was at College Place, Walla Walla 16 Mar (M&MLD), 3 lingered at Fish Hook Park, Walla Walla 34 Mar (M&MLD), and one was at Lyons Ferry Park, Franklin 18 May (M&MLD). Rare in w. Washington lowlands, 3 White-winged Crossbills graced Orcas Island, San Juan 29 Mar (ph. RS, RM, T. Mansfield), and 2 were at Darrington, Skagit 1-7 Apr (RM); fair numbers suggestive of a mini-irruption did show in the lowlands this past winter. Small numbers of Common Redpolls from the winter incursion remained well into Mar, with the latest at Carlton, Yamhill 21 Apr (JW). Lesser Goldfinches continued to explode across the eastside away from their traditional e. Washington haunts in Klickitat and their recently established sites in se. Washington; northerly birds included Lincoln's first record, of 2 at Davenport 6 May 00, plus one in Spokane 19 May (D. Holick). Conversely, the only w. Washington reports away from Clark were 2 near Puyallup, Pierce 2-4 May (CW), near where this species bred last year. Two Lessers n. of Florence 20 May (DP) were out of place in coastal Lane; along the outer coast, the range of this species extends n. to Coos.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Nigel Ball, Gary Bletsch, Trent Bray, Mike and Merry Lynn Denny, Shawneen Finnegan, Adrian Hinkle, Christopher Hinkle, Jon Isacoff, Matt Hunter, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Randy Knapp, Russ Koppendrayer, Paul Lehman, Ryan Merrill (Washington), Scott Mills, Vic Nelson, Mark Nikas, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Diane Pettey, Phil Pickering, W. Douglas Robinson, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Em Scattaregia, Ryan Shaw, Bill Shelmerdine, Andy Stepniewski, John Sullivan, Bill Tweit, Dan Waggoner, Charlie Wright (Washington).
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Oregon/Washington Region

Nesting Season 2013
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The weather in the first half of June was fairly typical, but a more unsettled weather pattern developed late in the month. Much cooler and wetter conditions than expected prevailed, especially on 20 June, when normally dry areas of eastern Washington were soaked by heavy rains. That day, Spokane International Airport logged a record low of 50°F. July was warmer and drier than normal. El Nino/Southern Oscillation-neutral conditions continued through at least June, while sea surface temperatures were about average through the period. Another new bird for Washington highlighted the season, which rivaled the summer of 2012 for remarkable rarities and intriguing events. Pelagic coverage was excellent, with reports from three Alaska-bound cruise ships and two traditional trips out of each state. Spectacular shorebirding was marked by two species worthy of boldface and an astonishing array of June shorebirds at Dungeness Bay, Clallam County. Hummingbirds once again stirred interest, especially near Spokane, where two different hybrids were documented at the same feeder. Local nesting firsts, a couple of longspurs, "eastern" warblers, and wayward sparrows headlined among the passerines.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor), P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap); P.T. (Puget Trough); Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); S.R.D. (Sandy River delta, Multnomah); W.V. (Willamette Valley): W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla River Delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Seventy-plus Brant tallied in w. Washington included an exceptional 44 at Dungeness, Clallam 14 Jun (BW); in most summers, just a handful of Brant linger after May. Although there are now more than 20 summer records of Cackling Goose for the Region (all since 2005), a taverneri Cackling at Republic, Ferry 21-22 Jun (DW, JI, BW, RS) makes just the second such report from e. Washington. Eleven Mute Swans of unknown provenance appeared at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 16 Jun (P. Miler) and remained through the period; this species is not established in the Region. Washington's summering Trumpeter Swans were once limited to residents at Turnbull N.W.R., but others have been noted nearly every summer of late. This season a Trumpeter appeared at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit 21 Jul (RM), and another over-summered near Monroe, Snohomish (m.ob.). Up to 6
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they have bred four times previously, accounting for all but one of w. Washington's nesting records. Ads. were present 2 Jun+ (B. Crawford, mob.), but no young were observed. Nine Greater Scaup were noted from four locations in Ferry/Okanogan 21-23 Jun; Greaters now summer regular in e. Washington, with most found along the Columbia River, where thousands winter. Two Harlequin Ducks at Davis Lake 6 Jun (R. Robb) furnished the first Klamath record in at least 25 years. Black Scoters, rare during summer, included 4 near Kalaloch, Jefferson 2 Jun (DW), one at Penn Cove, Island 8 Jun (B. Bell), and another at Foulweather Bluff, Kitsap 12-18 Jul (BW).
	Lake Abert, Lake is the Region's most important staging area for post-breeding Eared Grebes, as evidenced by 6800 there 23 Jul (AH, CH, ES). A raft of 400 Western Grebes off of Crissey Field S.P., Curry 28 Jul included at least 11 Clark's Grebes (D. Munson); this tally of Clark's is a coastal record for any season. The only other coastal Clark's were 2 at Yachats 7 Jul (AH, CH). Increasing offshore explorations are reshaping our notions about Laysan Albatross. Formerly considered absent from the Region's waters May—Sep, Laysans are now detected annually during these months; singles were off Coos 8 Jun (PL) and off Newport 27 Jul (GGi). Birders aboard cruise ships in Oregon waters provided all of this summer's Pterodroma reports. Most of Oregon and Washington's Murphy's Petrels are found Apr—May, so 5 off Oregon 10 Jul (four counties) and another off of Curry 18 Jul were considered surprising (PL). Prior summer reports include a dead bird near Newport in Jun 1981 and 2 "dark Pterodromas" reported as Murphy's off Washington in Jun 2000. Two Hawaiian/Galapagos Petrels and one Hawaiian Petrel were 60 km off Curry 18 Jul (†PL), and another Hawaiian was off Curry 30 Jul (†PL); these represent the Region's first summer reports. A goodly 5000 Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen in less than three hours off Clallam 17 Jul (PL). The season's lone Flesh-footed Shearwater was off Lincoln 8 Jun, while a much more surprising Buller's Shearwater was off Lane the same day (†PL); Buller's aren't expected in the Region until mid-Aug. Fourteen Manx Shearwaters off the Olympic Peninsula, where now annual, included a daily maximum of 5 near Destruction Island, Jefferson 11 Jul (RM, A. Baker, A. Willoughby).
	Since American White Pelicans started nesting at Miller Sands e. of Astoria, they have become regular in sw. Washington bordering the Columbia River; this season's daily maxima in the P.T. this summer, and 2 at Port Angeles 30 Jun (J. Mullaly) were the only birds noted in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Three Great Egret nests discovered along Catherine Creek n. of Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 10 Jun provided the first breeding record for Union (C. Nowak). Prior to 2003, Snowy Egrets appeared to be increasing in Washington, but reports have dwindled over the past decade. One at Columbia N.W.R., Grant 6-8 Jun (G. Warrick) was just the third from the past seven years. Single Glossy Ibis at Malheur 13 Jun (ph. AH, CH) and Burns, Harney 21 Jul (†L. Ferrenburg) add to five prior records from Oregon, all in Harney since 2005. Following a decent spring showing into e. Washington, single White-faced Ibis were at Potholes S.P., Grant 2 Jun (A. Kulkarni, K. Black) and at Richland, Benton 14-15 Jun (B. Derting).
	A White-tailed Kite near Oak Harbor, Island 21 Jun (R. Jaszkowski) was unusually far n. and especially noteworthy given this species' near-disappearance from sw. Washington after the Dec 2008 freeze. In e. Washington, where breeding Bald Eagles are increasing, another new nest site was located near Lyons Ferry Park, Franklin 1 Jun (fide M&MLD). Although Red-shouldered Hawks have not been confirmed as a Washington nester, an ad. at Julia Butler Hansen N.W.R. 28 Jul (R. Koppendrayer) adds yet another summer season report from that state's sw. corner. An imm. Broad-winged Hawk was at Page Springs Campground, Harney 3 Jun (T. McNamara); most of Oregon's Apr—Jun records have come from the Harney Basin, with many involving imm. birds. A Swainson's Hawk at Wa'atch River, Clallam 1 Jun (CW, RS) provided just the sixth summer record for w. Washington, all since 2007. One or 2 Sandhill Cranes spent the season in the New River/Floras Lake bottomlands near the Coos/Curry border (K. Andersson et al.); cranes are rare on Oregon's outer coast at any season. •

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
An American Golden-Plover at F.R.R. 21 Jun (ph. JS) and a Pacific Golden-Plover at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 17-20 Jun (ph. D. Lambert, ph. BW) were surprisingly early; prior to 2001, there were virtually no Jun golden-plover records for the Region and only a few have occurred mid-month. Four more Pacifics 25-31 Jul fell within the expected window for southbound birds. American Avocets bred in w. Oregon for the first time, with a pair and 2 recently hatched juvs. enlivening F.R.R. 15 Jun-19 Jul (JS, mob.); the only other successful westside nesting was at Crockett Lake, Island in 2000. Although Black-necked Stilts now breed at several sites in the WV, they remain rare in the Umpqua Valley; thus one at Roseburg 1 Jun was unusual (J. Houseman, MH. Washington’s Jun tallies of Greater Yellowlegs were unprecedented, with 8 birds at six locations in w. Washington 9-19 Jun, and 15 more from eight locations in e. Washington 10-22 Jun; assigning these birds as northbound, southbound, or summering would be speculative. Jun records of Willets in e. Washington are few. One at Millet Pond, Walla Walla 7-8 Jun was noteworthy and may have been a holdover, as one of 5 spring Willets in e. Washington was at this location in early May (M&MLD). Aside from a small wintering flock on Coos Bay, Willets are no longer found regularly along the Oregon coast, thus one at New River, Coos 29 Jul was significant (KC, DL). A Lesser Yellowlegs at Tyson Ponds, Walla Walla 15 Jun (M&MLD) was between expected northbound and southbound migration dates for this species. Most of the Region's Bar-tailed Godwits are detected Jul—Oct, making one at Westport, Grays Harbor 14 Jul+ (BS) more expected than the Jun bird noted below (see S.A. feature, next page). In e. Oregon, where southbound Marbled Godwits tend to show up Aug—Sep, singles were noted at Summer Lake W.M.A. 24 Jul (AH, CH, ES) and Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 26 Jul (T. Bray). A Surfbird at Toleak Point, Jefferson 2 Jun (R. Niese) was three weeks tardy if northbound. In Oregon, where Semipalmated Sandpipers are rare before Jul, one was at Tenmile, Douglas 17 Jun (D. Farrar). An ad. Red-necked Stint at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 21-22 Jul (ph. C. Hesselein) Was Washington's fifth record; all have involved Jun—Aug ads., with four since 2005. An ad. Baird's Sandpiper at N.S.C.B. 11 Jun (KC, DL) was highly unusual, as there are few Jun records for this species in the Region. Although fall tallies of southbound juv. Stilt Sandpipers occasionally number into the hundreds, an ad. at Reardan, Lincoln 17 Jul (JI) was more unexpected, as this age class is not found annually in the Region. Far more surprising was an ad. Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Crockett Lake, Island 20-21 Jul (ph. S. Schmidt, J. Sheldon), just the third ad. ever for Washington. An ad. female Ruff at Florence, Lane 6 Jun (D. Pettey) made the season's only report. For the first time since 2009, Wilson's Phalaropes bred at N.S.C.B. At least three nests were active on 28 Jun, and 3 juvs. and one active nest were observed 12 Jul (TR); high water inundated the nesting area 2010-2012, and willows now appear to be supplanting the habitat. Washington, one of the few W.V. counties where Wilson's had not bred previously, recorded its first nestings: on 24 Jul, 2 juvs. were at Jackson Bottoms Wetland in Hillsboro (S. Nord, ph. S. Carpenter), and another juv. was at Tualatin River N.W.R. (S. Mauvais). By 23 Jul, 200,000 Wilson’s and 30,000 Red-necked Phalaropes had gathered at Lake Abert (AH,
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SA For those impatiently awaiting the onset of southbound shorebird migration, Dungeness Bay, Clallam was the place to be in Jun. Many species of waders rarely detected in the P.T. or anywhere in the Region before Jul put in appearances. In addition to the Pacific Golden-Plover noted above, the following species were detected. A Long-billed Curlew, rare at any season in the P.T., was there 11 Jun (M. Barry); a presumed northbound Bar-tailed Godwit inhabited the bay 2-20 Jun (CW, RS); up to 4 Marbled Godwits, generally rare in the P.T., were there 17-20 Jun (BW, C. Borre); a Willet, rare at any time in the P.T. and particularly so before Jul, was there 26-29 Jun (D. Van Horn); a Ruddy Turnstone stopped in on 7 Jun (RM); up to 6 Red Knots, which are rare during summer in the P.T., were there 2-5 Jun (CW, RS), and 2 more were recorded 16-20 Jun (S. Robinson). A Semipalmated Sandpiper there 2-5 Jun (CW, RS) was about two weeks behind schedule if still northbound. Rare but annual in the P.T. during summer, 14 Dunlins there 2 Jun (CW, RS) made an exceptional count. Finally, a female Wilson's Phalarope found 17 Jun (ph. BW) was joined by a male 18-20 Jun (fide D. Van Horn). Between 1975 and 2001, Wilson's Phalaropes did not breed in w. Washington, but during the last decade, breeding or likely breeding has been noted at two or three locations. Above-average coverage of Dungeness Bay was the result of the extended stay of the Bar-tailed Godwit. Additionally, improved reporting from local observers bolstered this hearty roster of shorebirds.

CH, ES); peak tallies there normally are made during mid-Aug.
	While 11 Franklin's Gulls 2-30 Jun was typical for e. Washington, 5 on the westside 4 Jun-28 Jul, where they are not annual in summer, was above normal. Herring Gulls rarely linger into Jun in the Region; notable singles were at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 2 Jun (RS, CW), W.W.R.D. 2 Jun (M&MLD), and off Coos 8 Jun (PL). Adding to three prior nestings at Ridgefield (2001, 2002, and 2008), a pair of Black Terns attended a nest with one chick there through 7 Jul (RH); these are w. Washington's only breeding records. On 1 Jun an ad. Arctic Tern was at Dungeness Spit, Clallam (W. Westercamp); although this species bred at this site for several years, there have been no nesting attempts since 2010. Far less expected was the ad. Arctic Tern that showed up at Malheur 19 Jun (ph. N. Banet); this bird, plus 2 at Philomath in Jun 2012, are Oregon's only inland summer records. Three Forster's Terns dropped in at Plat Island Reservoir, Douglas 1 Jun (RN, MH); though barely annual on the westside during summer, early Jun detections are the norm. A Parasitic Jaeger graced Hein Bank, Island 16 Jul (I. Reiff); any Jaeger is rare in the P.T. prior to Aug. An ad. Long-tailed Jaeger flying southbound over cen. Puget Sound near Bainbridge Island, Kitsap 8 Jun (BW) provided the first Jun record for the P.T.; there are three previous Jun records for e. Washington and one May record for the P.T. from 1991.
	Eight Scripps's Murrelets over Grays Canyon off Grays Harbor 29 Jun (RS, BL) is Washington's highest count since 18 were tallied there on 8 Oct 1978. An Ancient Murrelet at the mouth of Tillamook Bay 6 Jul (D. Leal) was unusual; most of Oregon inshore reports come during late fall. A Cassin's Auklet at Bainbridge Island, Kitsap 28 Jul (ph. B. Jennings, ph. BW) provided a rare summer record for the cen. Puget Sound. Cassin's were once considered rare during summer e. of Cape Flattery Clallam, but in recent years they have proven to be somewhat regular in the Strait of Juan de Fuca in Jun/Jul. A Horned Puffin, now detected annually during summer, was near Lopez Island, San Juan 12-15 Jul (ph. K. Jones).
	A Band-tailed Pigeon in the highlands at Chesaw, Okanogan 24 Jun (C. Hynie, S. Aagaard) was well e. of the Cascades and thus noteworthy. A calling Yellow-billed Cuckoo was in the Cascade-Siskiyou N.M. w. of Ashland, Jackson 6 Jul (ph. TJ, RN); though presumed extirpated as a breeder in the Region, territorial Jun/Jul birds continue to be detected every few summers. For the second consecutive summer, the Region hosted a Snowy Owl, with one lingering near Plaza, Whitman through 24 Jun (C. Lundblad); this is Washington's third summer record. Northern Hawk Owls, first confirmed breeding in the Region in 2007, nested again in the n.-cen. Washington Cascades. An ad. with 5 fledglings 30 Jun were on Tiffany Mountain, Okanogan 30 Jun (L. Victor). A Black Swift, normally rare e. of the Columbia River, visited W. T. Wooton Wildlife Area, Columbia 19 Jun (MD). Although the spring migration of Black Swifts along Oregon's outer coast normally extends well into Jun, 5 at Rockaway, Tillamook 14 Jul were puzzling, as there are no known nesting sites nearby, and these birds did not appear to be migrating (D. Mandell).
	Single Anna's Hummingbirds at Dixie 27 Jun (fide MLD) and College Place 30 Jul (MLD) were the first summer detections for Walla Walla and provided further evidence of this species' continuing range expansion in the Region. Washington's ninth Costa's Hummingbird remained at Lyle, Klickitat through the summer season (ph. J. Rasmussen), providing the first summer record for Washington; most records are from May. A male Rufous Hummingbird x Black-chinned Hummingbird hybrid at Elk Mountain, Spokane 13-28 Jul (ph. M. Woodruff, R. Woodruff) provided Washington's second and the Region's third record of this cross; the bird was also present 27-30 Jun 2012 as well but went unidentified. Remarkably, the Region's first Calliope Hummingbird x Black-chinned Hummingbird hybrid visited the same location 30 Jul (ph. M. Woodruff, R. Woodruff). A Calliope Hummingbird on Saddle Mountain, Clatsop 6 Jul (L. Cain) adds to a string of spring/summer reports from this monadnock in Oregon's Coast Range, far removed from the nearest known breeding sites in the Cascades. A Red-breasted Sapsucker continued at Hood Park, Walla Walla through 2 Jun (M&MLD), and another was at Mazama, Okanogan 24 Jun (S. Bondi); the eastward expansion of Red-breasted in both states appears to be broadening the zone of contact and increasing this species' hybridization with Red-naped (S. Billerman).

PASSERINES
Least Flycatchers, now noted annually in w. Washington, included 2 at Corkindale, Skagit 21-8 Jun (RM) and Jefferson's first at Anderson Lake S.P 14-24 Jun (J. Baier, ph. DW). This species is now firmly established in the riparian belts across e. Washington, with 30+ detections this summer. For the first time in many years, no territorial Leasts were reported in Oregon. In Washington, Black Phoebes returned to locales where they nested in 2012; successful breeding occurred at two Ridgefield sites, but there was no nesting evidence at Lacey, Thurston. Washington's twelfth Eastern Phoebe continued through 8 Jun at Calispell Lake, Pend Oreille (ph. JI); another, found during spring, persisted at Dixonville, Douglas until 18 Jun (MH). Single Ash-throated Flycatchers at Portland 13 Jun (S. Finnegan) and S.R.D. 19 Jun (AH, ES) were the only westside reports away from breeding areas in sw. Oregon. Six Western Kingbirds at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 1 Jun (RS, CW) was a goodly coastal count for Washington. Though modest numbers of northbound Westerns continue moving through w. Washington into Jun, one still at Quileute River Bottom, Clallam 20 Jul (M. Charest) was remarkable for midsummer. Migrant Eastern Kingbirds in w. Washington included a rare coastal bird at Lake Ozette, Clallam 1 Jun (RS, CW). Washington's twelfth Scissor-tailed Flycatcher visited Leadbetter Point, Pacific 17 Jun (ph. D. Froelich); most Regional records have been May-early Jul.
	A Philadelphia Vireo at Malheur 5 Jun (†J. Meredith, J. Gilligan) would be Oregon’s
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The remote mountains in southeastern Oregon almost always produce interesting discoveries when they are explored by birders. This Gray-headed Junco was one of at least five observed at Ten Cent Meadow in the Pueblo Mountains, Harney County 14 June 2013. The fact that this bird is carrying food suggests local breeding. Photograph by Adrian Hinkle.

fifth. A Rock Wren, rare but annual w. of the cascades, was found dead at Leadbetter Point, Pacific 17 Jun (D. Froelich); summer coastal records are few. A Pacific Wren at Washtucna, Adams 8 Jun (M&MLD) was rare away from their normal coniferous haunts. Veeries again occupied their only westside breeding location near County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit, with up to 2 there 9-23 Jun (RM, J. Gunn). Four Gray Catbirds at Harney oases 4-16 Jun were expected, but 3 on the westside, where not annual, was surprising; one visited Marblemount, Whatcom 9 Jun (RM), San Juan's first graced Sucia Island 12-13 Jun (L. Givler), and another sang persistently at N.S.C.B. 5-13 Jul (TR). For the third consecutive summer, w. Washington hosted a Sage Thrasher; this one, at Neah Bay, Clallam 2 Jun (ph. RS, CW), was that state's seventh coastal record. Brown Thrashers at Wallowa Lake, Wallowa 6 Jun (ph. K. Bratcher, A. Humphries) and Newport 12 Jun (C. Philo) add to more than 50 records for the Region, which now averages about two per summer. A California Thrasher at Cascade-Siskiyou N.M., Jackson 20 Jul is the Region's third (ph. TJ); all have come from the Rogue River watershed. Aside from occasional birds summering in n. Washington, Bohemian Waxwings are exceptionally rare in the Region Jun—Jul, so one in the se. corner of Oregon at Frenchglen, Harney 17 Jun (†M. Greenway) was completely unexpected.
	A Lapland Longspur at Point Roberts, Whatcom 16-17 Jun (ph. R. Swanston) provided just the eighth summer record for the Region; Washington has only two other Jun—Jul records. A male McCown's Longspur at Seattle 8 Jun (†M. Wiles, †H. Noble, H. Gilbert) supplied a long overdue first for Washington. The Harney oases average 1-2 northbound Ovenbirds per year May—Jun; this season's bird was at Malheur 6 Jun (AC). A singing male w. of Falls City, Polk 17 Jun (fide WDR) was more surprising, as Ovenbirds are less than annual on the westside. Similarly, a Northern Waterthrush sw. of Drain, Douglas 5 Jun (MH) was a rare northbound stray to w. Oregon. Black-and-white Warblers appeared on both sides of the Cascades in Oregon, with a female at Malheur 1 Jun (AC) and a male near Jefferson, Marion 16 Jun (T. Hicks). A Tennessee Warbler was at Malheur, where annual, 3 Jun (ph. J. Blowers, AC), whereas another at Washtucna, Adams 19 Jul (ph. L.A. Plumb) made just the second summer record for Washington, where most of the 30+ accepted records have occurred mid-Aug—Sep. Washington's fifth Hooded Warbler sang incessantly along Cape Horn Trail, Skamania 4 Jul+ (D. Hayden, S. Hayden, m.ob.); prior records include two from Jun and two from Dec. A maximum of 6 American Redstarts was detected at their isolated colony .at County Line Ponds, Whatcom 19 Jun (RM, CW, E. Houston). Oregon's only redstart passed through Malheur 3 Jun (AC). A Cape May Warbler at Malheur 6 Jun (J. Carlson, B. Carlson, AM, TM) was Oregon's fifteenth, nearly half of which involve May—Jun detections in Harney. Three Northern Parulas, all in e. Oregon 6-27 Jun, was a typical seasonal showing. Washington's twenty-third Magnolia Warbler was at Ginkgo ST., Kittitas 5 Jun (K. Hughes, G. Hughes, ph. K. Black, ph. M. Clarke); most records are from early Sep—early Oct, with only four from summer. A Bay-breasted Warbler at Fields 14 Jun (AH) was Oregon's eleventh but just the third there since 1990. A Chestnut-sided Warbler, Washington's twenty-sixth, visited Ritzville, Adams 2 Jun (†R. Koppendrayer); all but a handful of records are from Jun. Although annual in fall, a male Blackpoll Warbler at Malheur 5 Jun (AC) was the first Jun—Jul detection in the Region in nearly two decades. Nearly as rare was the Palm Warbler that enlivened Big Summit Prairie, Crook 6 Jul (K. Owen); this species is far less expected e. of Cascades, and there are exceedingly few midsummer records anywhere in the Region. A singing male Canada Warbler near Sisters, Deschutes 11-12 Jun (D. Arendt, R. Robb, m.ob.) furnished Oregon's eighth but just the second Jun—Jul report. Breeding Yellow-breasted Chats have increased in w. Washington over the past five years, but this summer none was detected n. of Clark, where 10+ were noted at three locations.
	A Clay-colored Sparrow at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 17-23 Jun (ph. M. Barry) provided the seventh summer record for w. Washington. An intriguing singing male Clay-colored was near Enterprise, Wallowa 25 Jun (TM, AM); this species breeds in ne. Washington but has not been found nesting in Oregon. Six westside Brewer's Sparrows included one at Wa'atch Valley, Clallam 1 Jun (RS, CW), which was the eighth in summer for the w. Washington lowlands, plus 5 birds in Jul from four locations in the Willamette Valley. Vesper Sparrows away from their few w. Washington breeding locations included a rare coastal stray at Lake Ozette, Clallam 30 Jun (ph. V. Lucas) and another near Buckley, Pierce 8 Jul (CW). Following the unprecedented incursion of Black-throated Sparrows into e. Washington a year ago, only the traditional site near Vantage, Kittitas hosted birds this summer; a maximum of 4 was counted there 7 Jun (S. Pink, A.M. Wood). Western Washington's sixth Jun—Jul Lark Sparrow graced Ridgefield 22 Jun (ph. C. Ledford, ph. W. Clemons). Two Grasshopper Sparrows at S.R.D. 22 Jul (AH, CH, ES) and another at Ankeny N.W.R. 22 Jul (R. Gerig) were at W.V. sites where they are not normally encountered. Although Thick-billed Fox Sparrows breed well n. in the Oregon Cascades, a pair at Leech Lake, Yakima 6-28 Jul (†BT, ph. S. Mills) made just the fourth credible record for Washington, where this taxon's status is unclear (see N.A.B. 57: 536-539). Single Lincoln's Sparrows at Corkindale 1 Jun (RM) and Diablo, Whatcom 2 Jun (RM) provided the first down-slope summer records for w. Washington; migrant Lincoln's normally vacate the lowlands by early May. A White-throated Sparrow paired with a pugetensis White-crowned Sparrow at Goodell Creek, Whatcom 19 Jul (ph. M. Clarke) was Washington's sixth in summer and the first to attempt breeding. Golden-crowned Sparrow is now detected annually into early Jun; this season's bird lingered at Clinton, Island 1-2 Jun (G. Helecker). No fewer than 5 Gray-headed Juncos and at least one Oregon x Gray-headed Junco cross were encountered above 2000 m. at Ten Cent Meadow, in Oregon's Pueblo Mountains, Harney 14 Jun (ph. AH, ph. CH); prior reports of this subspecies, which also included evidence of breeding, have come from the neighboring Oregon Canyon Mountains and Trout Creek Mountains in extreme se. Oregon. The higher elevations in these remote ranges are mostly accessible only by foot or horseback.
	Just 6 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, about half the recent seasonal norm, were noted 8 Jun-4 Jul; surprisingly, all were w. of the Cascades. In Multnomah, where Lazuli Buntings were at best locally uncommon 30 years ago, an astounding 61 were counted at S.R.D. 19 Jun (AH, ES); this is surely a single site record for the Willamette Valley. Presumed returning Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Buntings, a cross that is now annual in the Region, were at Eugene's Alton Baker Park 1-5 Jun (D. & A. Heyerly) and near Cougar, Cowlitz 6-7 Jul (MH, ph. RM); the Eugene bird was back for the second year, and the one at Cougar has now been present during at least three out of the past four nesting seasons. Four additional Indigoes were detected in
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Oregon 21 Jun-9 Jul. A Dickcissel at F.R.R. 2 Jul (ph. T. Meinzen) was just the third Jun—Jul bird for Oregon, where most of the 15 antecedent records have come Nov—Mar. Single Tricolored Blackbirds at Sprague Lake, Lincoln 8 Jun (C. Lundblad) and Toppenish, Yakima 20 Jun (E. Heisey) were spring holdovers at locales where they have not bred. Similarly, a male Tricolored inhabited F.R.R. 8 Jul+ (H. Herlyn, m.ob.), and 2 males were at Fernhill Wetlands 24 Jul+ (R. Hoyer, ph. S. Nord); the latter was a first for heavily birded Washington. Tricolored Blackbirds first appeared in s.-cen. Washington in 2003, and known breeding colonies exist in Whitman and Grant. A flock of 30 Tricoloreds near Othello, Adams 19 Jun (ph. BW) included a number of recent fledglings, presumed to have hatched locally; reed marshes on nearby private lands seem to offer suitable nesting habitat. The count of 50 Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Ridgefield 28 Jul (M. Sullivan) provided a record w. Washington summer high count and was probably indicative of good breeding success there. Yellow‑headeds are rare on the outer coast, so a male at Astoria 28 Jun (E. Cain) was noteworthy. A Great-tailed Grackle at Bay Center, Pacific 24 Jun was likely the same ad. male located in late May about 28 km away at Naselle, Pacific; there are only nine records for Washington. As is now typical, several Great-taileds were noted in Harney in early Jun. More surprisingly, 5 were detected 1 Jun-4 Jul in the WV, where this species is still barely annual. The season's lone Baltimore Oriole was along Pike Creek, Harney 6 Jun (S. Lay). A singing Pine Grosbeak on Bonney Butte, Hood River 16 Jun (B. Archer) was particular unusual during summer in the Oregon Cascades, where this species is rare at any season. Lesser Goldfinches continue to press eastward in their ongoing range expansion, as evidenced by a nest found at La Grande 5 Jun (W. Morton, fide TB); as recently as 2002, this species had never been recorded in Union, and this was the first confirmed breeding effort. A Lawrence's Goldfinch at Klamath Falls 12 Jun (†M. Sargent) would be about the eighth for Oregon.  

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Gary Bletsch, Mary Breece, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Jim Danzenbaker, Mike Denny, MerryLynn Denny, Bob Flores, George Gerdts, Greg Gillson (Washington, thebirdguide pelagics), Randy Hill, Adrian Hinkle, Christopher Hinkle, Matt Hunter, Jon Isacoff, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat, Wasco), Tim Johnston, Randy Knapp, Bruce Labar, Dave Lauten, Paul Lehman, Allison Mickel, Tom Mickel, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), W. Douglas Robinson, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Em Scattaregia, Ryan Shaw, Bill Shelmerdine, Andy Stepniewski, John Sullivan, Dave Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Bill Tweit, Dan Waggoner, Charlie Wright (eBird).
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