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Following a cool and somewhat wet summer, a drier and warmer August and September than normal helped those who felt cheated out of summer. October and November brought cooler conditions than average and below-average precipitation. The season was devoid of major storms. After spending most of the fall 1-4° F above normal, sea surface temperatures returned to average in November. Pelagic reports chronicled 20 offshore day trips, including nine off Westport and six off Oregon. One observer joined a four-day tuna fishing trip off Oregon, and others passed 50-100 km off Oregon aboard a southbound cruise ship.
	Though the season provided a fair spectrum of unusual records, shorebirds captured the headlines. For the second consecutive fall, western Washington was bestowed a state-first shorebird, as a Wood Sandpiper thrilled birders for two days in early August. Another mega-rare shorebird, the state's second Common Ringed Plover, made an all-too-brief visit in October. And then there were the shorebird haves and have-nots. While Bar-tailed Godwits showed well among the coastal Marbled Godwits, Buff-breasted Sandpipers went undetected for the first time since 1995.
	In addition to the shorebird mega-rarities, this fall provided a mixed bag of events and non-events. Eastern vagrant passerines showed modestly, and inshore pelagic species were mostly scarce. On the plus side, westside Broad-winged Hawks, numerous wayward flycatchers, late-lingering passerines, and harbingers of impending Snowy Owl and Common Redpoll irruptions created excitement at the period's end. Goodly numbers of late and record-late passerines on both sides of the Cascades characterized the season. 

Abbreviations: Baskett Slough (Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk); Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); Smith and Bybee L. (Smith and Bybee Lakes, Multnomah); Summer L. (Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla).

WATERFOWL THROUGH STORM-PETRELS
A Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons elgasi) was at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 26 Sep (ph. BW), and another visited Ridgefield 10 Oct (ph. L. Topinka); there are now about a dozen records (most Sep—Dec) from Washington, most during the past six years. It is well established that the southbound passage of Greater White-fronted Geese through w. Oregon peaks during the last week of Sep, but the flight over Coos 30 Sep was truly something special. Called "one of the most remarkable in years" by the sub-regional editor (TR), the numbers were too great to quantify, as geese pushed through all day and then were heard calling throughout the night (TR, H. Schubothe); it was believed that “tens of thousands” were involved in this 
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Shorebird habitat created for The Nature Conservancy's Farming For Wildlife project on the Samish Flats, Skagit County attracted Washington's first Wood Sandpiper on 5-6 (here 5) August 2011 within days of being flooded. Photographs by Ryan Merrill.

spectacle. A Greater White-fronted Goose x Cackling Goose hybrid (the Cackling probably of subspecies taverneri) visited Bay Center, Pacific 29 Sep (ph. RM, T. Mansfield); this represents the 2nd Regional record of this cross. Single Emperor Geese were at Lafayette, Yamhill 23 Nov (DI) and O.S. 25 Nov+ (ph. BW, DW, R. Waggoner); surprisingly, the latter was the first in nearly three years for Washington, where historically annual in fall. A single Snow Goose at Portland 19 Sep (AF) may have summered there, as it was fully a month early. In recent autumns, e. Washington Snow Goose numbers have grown steadily, including last year's record count of 5000; thus, this fall's high-250 at Sprague L., Adams 15 Oct (TL, JI)—was surprisingly paltry. A flock of 200 Snows at Bandon 2 Oct (RL) was unprecedented for Coos; reports from Oregon's s. coast rarely involve more than one or 2 birds. Blue-morph Snow Geese again fraternized with the s. Skagit/n. Snohomish Snow Goose flock, but only 2 were noted 7-31 Oct (RM); 5+ have been typical since 2007. Six Ross's Geese were noted in e. Washington 15 Oct+, topping the seasonal average there, while 3 Ross's 5-26 Nov was typical for the westside. Aleutian Cackling Geese (subspecies leucopareia) are generally rare away from the outer coast, but P.T. and WV reports of this taxon have been increasing in recent falls. This season, one inhabited Nisqually 27 Oct+ (ST), and 6 were at Vancouver L., Clark 30 Oct (SM, BT). Southbound Brant rarely arrive before mid-Oct, thus 16 at Nisqually 6 Aug (RS) were presumed to have summered in the Puget Trough. A Gray-bellied Brant detected on Padilla Bay, Skagit in Jul continued through 24 Aug (RM). An above-normal inland showing include 3 Brant in the WV 29 Oct-25 Nov, and e. Washington's 17th graced Wenatchee 19 Oct (S. Ballinger, J. Lowe); nearly all prior eastside records have occurred late Sep—Jan. A summering Tundra Swan persisted at Juanita, King through Nov (m.ob.), and a Trumpeter Swan summering at P.S.B. was last reported 21 Aug (fide M. Jordan); southbound swans rarely arrive before late Oct or\Nov.
	A Eurasian Wigeon at Bingen, Klickitat 3 Sep (†BT) was record early for e. Washington, and eclipse-plumaged males were at Siletz Bay 19 Sep (ph. D. Villaescusa) and Redmond, Deschutes 20 Sep (KO). Molt timing likely explains why Eurasians are rarely reported in the Region before mid-Oct; presumably, early arriving males are still in cryptic plumages. Washington's 5th Mallard x American Wigeon hybrid (all since 2008) visited Seattle 26 -28 Nov (ph. EH). No Eurasian Teal were reported this fall, and the only Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal hybrid was at Magnuson Park, King 28 Nov (R. Hibpshman). Not annual during fall, a Tufted Duck enlivened Bradley L., Pierce 18 Nov+ (CW, RS). The female King Eider at O.S. (first noted Jul 2009) went undetected Jun—Aug but was seen 1 Sep+ (D. Moore). Transient Harlequin Ducks inland included one near Richland 19 Oct (D. Harris) and another at Hood River 1 Nov (SJ); this species is a rare but annual as a transient along the Columbia. R., which serves as a conduit for birds moving to and from inland breeding sites.
	Eleven inland White-winged Scoters in Oregon 25 Oct-27 Nov were nearly equally split between the eastside and westside, while 8 in e. Washington approximated recent fall tallies there; 2 at McNary N.W.R. through 1 Oct were holdovers from summer (MD, MLD). Only two White-wingeds were away from saltwater in w. Washington; one at Alder L., Lewis/Pierce 6-7 Aug (S. Schlick) was exceptionally early and another hopscotched over the state line along the Columbia R. near Stevenson, Skamania 25 Oct (SF, JW). Eastside Long-tailed Duck detections were again below average, with just 5 noted 23 Oct-15 Nov; prior to 2009, e. Washington averaged 7-8 per fall. A female Long-tailed inhabited Portland's Smith and Bybee L. 20 Nov+ (E. Gropp); inland birds are not annual in w. Oregon. The Region's 3rd Hooded Merganser x Common Goldeneye, which swam off Snee Oosh Beach, Skagit 25 Nov (RM), was a likely returning bird.
	Two Red-throated Loons at W.W.R.D. 29 Oct (MD, MLD) were very rare for the eastside. Four Red-throateds along the Longview-to-Hood River reach of the Columbia R. 25 

SA Surf Scoters may be changing their status away from the Region's marine waters, as this fall was marked by yet another exceptional flight in the interior. The Region has averaged 135 inland Surfs per fall since 2008, which is roughly triple the long-term seasonal average. Formerly, modest numbers of scoters moved through the Region's interior, mostly during Oct. Of late, larger numbers have become the norm, with the first inland birds often appearing in early Sep and small flocks persisting through the end of the period and into the winter season, particularly along the Columbia River. This fall, at least 89 inland birds graced the westside 14 Oct+ and no fewer than 124 were detected e. of the Cascades 6 Sep+. Twenty Surfs at Portland 23 Oct (SF, Dl) and 20 more at Hagg L., Washington the same day represented the westside maxima, while 46 on Soap L., Grant 8 Oct (MD, MLD) made the eastside high count.
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Oct-25 Nov were the only westside birds away from salt water. The southbound Pacific Loon passage at Boiler Bay 8 Nov was called one of the best flights over the past 12 years (PP); at its peak, 30,000 flew by in 40 minutes (<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9DGxm0BDfQ>). Five Yellow-billed Loons—2 at Port Townsend, Jefferson 27 Oct (SM, BW) and 3 off of the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 28 Nov (BW, SM)—was above average for Washington. Thirty-three transient Red-necked Grebes were detected inland. All but 6 were w. of the Cascades, with groups of 5 at Vancouver L., Clark 30 Oct (SM, BF, BT) and 13 at Cascade Locks, Hood River 7 Nov (JW) being truly exceptional. At the peak of their annual build-up, 10,860 Eared Grebes gathered on L. Abert, Lake 12 Aug (SD). Seven Clark's Grebes detected 26 Oct-12 Nov was about normal for w Washington. An apparent Western Grebe x Clark's Grebe was at Vancouver L., Clark 30 Oct (SM, BT); though this hybrid is not often reported, mixed pairs with young are often seen at locales where both species breed.
	A Laysan Albatross off Westport 28 Aug (SMi, RS) was fully six weeks early. Six others, including a dead bird at Pacific City, Tillamook 3 Nov (M. Smith), were noted 15 Oct+; Laysans are most expected Oct—Mar in the Region's waters. Black-footed Albatross numbers were unremarkable, with a high of 590 off Westport 28 Aug. Northern Fulmars abounded; Westport trips averaged about 1000, with a maximum of 3152 on 27 Aug (BT). The 623 fulmars out of Newport 23 Oct topped Oregon counts (GGi). A Hawaiian/Galapagos Petrel 64 km w. of Reedsport, Douglas 24 Aug (p.a., †RN) would represent Oregon's 3rd record of this species pair; Washington has one record of Hawaiian Petrel. Westport trips averaged 316 Pink-footed Shearwaters, with a high of 837 on 28 Aug (RM, RS), while 28 per Oregon trip was abysmal. Conversely, 375 Pink-footeds from shore at Boiler Bay 11 Oct (PP) made an exceptional number. Flesh-footed Shearwater numbers were low for the 4rth consecutive fall, with only one trip encountering multiple birds; 4 were off Westport 15 Oct (RS, BT). A Flesh-footed seen from shore at N.S.C.B. 2 Oct (TR) was highly unusual. Buller's Shearwaters were scarce, with a high of 28 off Westport 15 Oct (RS, BT). As usual, the highest tally of Sooty Shearwaters came from shore; 352,000 were estimated at Ocean Shores 16 Sep (N. Paulson), similar to recent fall high counts. The only report of multiple Short-tailed Shearwaters was 28 seen on the 15 Oct Westport trip (RS, BT). Twelve Manx Shearwaters were detected from shore 19 Aug-7 Nov, with a maximum of 3 off Ruby Beach, Jefferson 4 Sep (AS). A Manx was 50 km off Waldport 6 Aug (fide M. Force); another was 3 km w. of Charleston, Coos 24 Aug (RN). Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel numbers off Westport were above normal in Aug, with five of that month's seven trips recording 1000+ birds; 1701 were logged 13 Aug (RM, RS). Seasonal high counts don't top 1000 in some years. A Leach's Storm-Petrel at Fort Flagler, Jefferson 19 Aug (L. Rutter) was very rare for the PT.; most records there occur mid-Oct—mid-Nov. Fifteen Leach's were inshore at Cape Arago, Coos 18 Nov (RN).

PELICANS THROUGH CRANES
American White Pelicans, formerly rare at any time in w. Washington, are now recorded annually along the lower Columbia R. in autumn. This season's reports included 2 at Ridgefield 4-6 Aug (M. Clarke), 47 at Grays Bay, Wahkiakum 27 Aug (C. Dale), 65 near Vancouver, Clark 9 Oct (DI, SF), and one at Ridgefield 11 Nov (D. Small). Hundreds of post-breeding pelicans amassed in the Portland area Aug—Oct. Most departed in mid-Oct, including a group of 350+ kettling over Lake Oswego, Clackamas 17 Oct (DI, B. Hinrichs). Late birds lingered at Portland through 7 Nov (AF) and 8 Nov at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington (SN). A Washington record 5000 Brown Pelicans gathered off of Cape Disappointment, Pacific 13 Sep (RK); the Regional record of 8000 occurred on the Oregon side of the mouth of the Columbia R. in Jul 2004. A Brown Pelican at Hoodsport, Mason 31 Aug (ph. D. Castorina), one at Luhr Beach, Thurston (BT), and 3 off of West Pt., King 19 Nov (M. Bond) provided the only reports from the P.T., which has averaged 10 per fall in recent years. A Brown Pelican at Fernhill Wetlands 28 Nov (SN) adds to a recent string of inland reports. On 30 Oct, a Pelagic Cormorant was nearly 130 km up the Columbia R. near Woodland, Cowlitz (JJ); Pelagics rarely stray from the coast.
	A Snowy Egret inhabiting Ridgefield 14 Aug-2 Sep was Washington's first since 2007 (R. Windemuth, K. Meier); prior to 2003, Snowies were considered annual and increasing in Washington. The Ridgefield bird may well have ended up at nearby Smith and Bybee L., where a Snowy was present 6-9 Oct (JW, m.ob.). Five Snowies at Ladd Marsh W.M.A., Union 26 Aug-1 Sep (TB, CN) were rare for ne. Oregon. Cattle Egrets, mostly absent from the Region over the past decade, 


Washington's fifth Vermilion Flycatcher attracted much attention along the drive loop at Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, Clark County 24 October (here 5 November) 2011 through the end of the autumn period. Photograph by Ryan Shaw


This flight photograph of a Tropical Kingbird near Dungeness Bay, Clallam County, Washington on 29 October 2011 reveals a rather indented outer primary (p10), indicative of an adult. Virtually all vagrant Tropical Kingbirds in North America, excluding returning individuals, have been first-year birds (of those that have been aged). Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow

staged a mini-invasion; one was at Malheur 4-16 Sep (fide HN), and singles enlivened Waatch R., Clallam 30 Oct (NB) and Sauvie I. 26 Nov (JD, DI). Aside from a small irruption in fall 2008, Cattle Egrets have declined steadily in the Region, where they were annual during fall from the early 1970s through 2001. A Green Heron at Elgin 24 Oct was just the 2nd for Union (TB). White-faced Ibis lingered late at several sites, particularly on the westside, which yielded reports from three locales. Ten were at F.R.R. on 31 Oct (R. Adney et al.), and singles visited Sauvie I. 9
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Nov (SC), Ridgefield 9-13 Nov (SC, G. Ellis), and Baskett Slough 13-17 Nov (R. Gerig, E. Knight). The Ridgefield bird furnished an exceptionally rare fall record for Washington, where even the expected spring or summer reports have been nonexistent over the past two years. The lone late ibis on the eastside was still at Malheur 6 Nov (N. Strycker). Single White-tailed Kites at Ridgefield 21 Oct (G. Mayfield) and Willow Grove, Cowlitz 6-25 Nov (G. McWethy, R. Bjorkland) were this fall's only reports from w. Washington, where this species' population has plummeted since the winter of 2008. A goodly 8 Red-shouldered Hawks were noted in w. Washington 13 Aug-25 Nov; the northernmost was at Nisqually 12 Oct (ST, D. Richardson). In cen. and se. Oregon, where formerly rare, Red-shouldereds are now expected in late summer and early fall; 7 there 3 Aug-11 Sep are representative of the new norm. An imm. e. of Biggs 29-30 Oct (CK, PS) was likely a first for Sherman. A very early Broad-winged Hawk photographed at Naches, Yakima 7 Aug (fide DG), may have summered nearby, as fall migrants are unrecorded before the last week in Aug, and there are no Jul records. A well-described Broad-winged over Neah Bay, Clallam 11 Sep (†N. Ball) was unprecedented for coastal Washington. Although hawkwatches along the e. slope of the Cascades record Broad-wingeds annually in fall, this species remains quite rare on the westside, so singles over Mt. Herman, Whatcom 3 Sep (RK) and Cascade Pass, Skagit 28 Sep (ph. RM) were noteworthy. Singles at Peone, Spokane 29 Sep (TL) and Steens Mt. 23 Oct (fide HN) were the only eastside Broad-wingeds away from hawkwatches. A late Swainson's Hawk passed over Pacific City, Tillamook 12 Nov (ph. W. Gross); although now annual in the WV, outer-coastal records remain very few. A Gyrfalcon at Lynden, Whatcom 20 Oct (fide RK) and one near Stanwood, Snohomish 22 Nov (M. Westervelt) represented a typical fall for w. Washington; 3 Gyrfalcons 10 Nov+ was near normal for the eastside. Only 2 Prairie Falcons were found along the Cascade crest 3 Aug-5 Oct; small numbers of southbound migrants are known to follow this ridgeline during late summer and fall. None were reported in w Washington lowlands. A Sandhill Crane at Bandon 1 Oct (RL) was on the s. Oregon coast, where barely annual at any season. A hatch-year Sandhill was unusually late at Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 21-23 Nov (TB, CN).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH GULLS
A Black-bellied Plover at W.W.R.D. 5 Nov was nearly record late for e. Washington (MLD, MD); one at Soap L., Grant 10 Nov 2005 is the latest. Following a dismal 2010 showing, golden-plover numbers rebounded this fall. Fifty westside Pacific Golden-Plovers were detected 2 Aug-30 Nov, with a high count of 20 at O.S. 24 Sep (JD). All but 4 of the 18 westside American Golden-Plovers noted 22 Aug-6 Nov were in Washington, with a maximum of 3 at O.S. 1 Oct (BW, DW). Three Americans in e. Washington was about par for season; 2 at Burbank, Walla Walla 12 Nov were about two weeks tardy (ph. J. Parrish). As with recent falls, only a handful of golden-plovers were left unidentified. Washington 2nd Common Ringed Plover visited Nisqually 7 Oct (†RS). A single American Avocet at F.R.R. 30-31 Aug (JW et al.), 2 there 18 Sep (D. & A. Heyerly) and up to 2 at Gold Beach, Curry 4-17 Sep (M. A. Sohlstrom, P. Bernardi, G. Maschmeyer) were the only westside strays. Staging avocets at L. Abert built to 14,358 on 15 Sep (CC). Washington's first Wood Sandpiper, which enlivened Samish Flats, Skagit 5-6 Aug (ph. RM); this Eurasian Tringa is a regular spring migrant and occasional breeder on the outer Aleutians of Alaska, but it has only been recorded five times previously in w. North America s. of Alaska and just once before in the Region. Sixty-seven Solitary Sandpipers 9 Aug-17 Oct marked a return to near normal after back-to-back spectacular autumn showings, which included a record 148 in 2010. As has been the case in recent years, Washington yielded most of the eastside birds (35 of 42 reported), while Oregon produced 60% of the westside sightings. Singles at Fields, Harney 9 Oct (RN) and Swanson L. Lincoln 17 October were about three and four weeks late, respectively; in most fall seasons, the latest Solitaries appear during the 3rd week of Sep. A Wandering Tattler, barely annual in the P.T., visited Tacoma 31 Aug-2 Sep (M. Roening). Single Willets at Samish I., Skagit 30 Aug (ph. RM) and Belfair 1 Oct (MH) were in the P.T., where not annual. On 3 Aug, a Whimbrel graced Summer L. (H. Horvath et al.), and Crook's 2nd visited Houston L., Crook (CG); southbound Whimbrels are less than annual on the eastside. A Long-billed Curlew, rare in the P.T., graced Samish Flats, Skagit 6 Aug (RK, K. Wiggers, J. Wiggers). Rare, especially for the P.T., but now nearly annual in w. Washington, a Hudsonian Godwit graced Skagit W.M.A. 18 Aug (ph. RM, EH). A Hudsonian Godwit at W.W.R.D. 20-21 Aug (MD, MLD) was the first in autumn since 2003 in e. Washington, where there were five prior fall records. An unprecedented 7 Bar-tailed Godwits were detected among the Marbled Godwits at Tokeland, Pacific, Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor, and Westport, Grays Harbor  7 Aug-23 Oct. Bar-taileds are distinctly rarer away from the outer coast, so one at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 15-25 Sep (M. Reid) was particularly noteworthy. Eastside Marbled Godwits included a single at W.W.R.D. 3-4 Sep (K. Waagan), 2 more there 25 Sep (MD, MLD), and 5 at Summer L. 5 Sep (PL); Marbleds are rare-but-regular migrants e. of the Cascades. They are similarly expected in the WV during fall, but 12 Marbleds at F.R.R. 17 Aug (JS) were exceptional, and one at Philomath 8 Oct (WDR) furnished just the 2nd for Benton. All but 5 of a goodly 80 Sanderlings on the eastside were in Washington, including a maximum of 59 at Potholes Res., Grant 11 Sep (MD, MLD). Singles at McNary N.W.R. 23 Oct (MD, MLD) and Prineville 28 Oct (R. Halverson, CG) were the latest ever e. of the Cascades. Four inland Sanderlings on the westside 10 Aug-17 Sep was typical. The daily maximum for Semipalmated Sandpiper was a sub-par 7 at P.S.B. 9 Aug (RM, BW); this site often yields double-digit counts in fall.
	Near record-late Semipalmated Sandpipers were noted 28 Sep at both Ridgefield (RH) and Samish Flats (RM). Following a two+ month stay, the much-debated basic-plumaged Red-necked Stint discussed in our summer 2011 report finally disappeared from its favored stretch of beach at New River, Coos 15 Sep (TR). Pectoral Sandpipers showed well again on the westside, with daily maxima of 64 at Smith and Bybee L. 16 Sep (JW) and 45 at Samish Flats 3 Oct (RM). Following a major flight in 2010, this season's eastside counts were unremarkable, with a high of 30 at Malheur 17-19 Sep (RN). Late Pectorals included a single bird three weeks tardy at Skagit W.M.A. 20 Nov (RM) and another on the eastside at Burbank, Walla Walla 25 Nov (MD, MLD) that was nearly record late for Washington. Six Sharp-tailed Sandpipers in w Washington 24 Sep-16 Oct was a typical showing, but this species nearly no-showed in Oregon; a single at S.J.C.R. 17 Sep (MP) was about two weeks early. Forty-one Stilt Sandpipers 12 Aug-3 Oct was a slight uptick after a steady decline in reports over the past five autumns. Six Stilts at F.R.R. 31 Aug (RR) and 9 at Lind Coulee, Grant 10 Sep (AS) represented the westside and eastside maxima, respectively. Clearly, Buff-breasted Sandpipers had not "bottomed out" as stated in our fall 2010 report; this season, they went unreported for the first time since 1995. Thirteen Ruffs 14 Aug-21 Nov approximates the recent seasonal norm. The lone eastside report came from Malheur 17-19 Sep (RN m.ob.), and a late female was near Tangent, Linn 19-22 Nov (J. Harding); this species has wintered in the Willamette Valley. The apex 
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of Red-necked Phalarope tallies at L. Abert was 18,000 on 15 Sep (CC). Excellent numbers of Red Phalaropes were noted off Westport in Aug, averaging 223, with a high of 748 on 14 Aug (BT). The inshore maximum for Reds was 200 at Boiler Bay 9 Oct (PP). Rare but annual in inland marine waters, singles were off Edmonds, Snohomish 15 Nov (DD, J. Parrott), off the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 19 Nov (CW, RM, RS), and near Olympia 23 Nov (M. Syrch). A Red at Potholes Res. 5 Sep (ph. RS) was on the eastside, where this species is not annual.
	A hatch-year Black-legged Kittiwake enlivened Baskett Slough 12 Nov (†R. Peterson); this species is less than annual away from salt water. A goodly 28 eastside Sabine's Gulls 29 Aug-23 Oct, included a maximum of 6 at Soap L., Grant 12 Sep (R. Friesz) and a partial carcass (possibly a Peregrine Falcon kill) at the mouth of the Klickitat R. 20 Sep (SJ). An above-average 9 westside Sabine's were nearly evenly split between the P.T. and the WV One at Detroit L. 25 Aug (M. Schneider) was both early and a Marion first; the interior passage typically occurs 10 Sep-10 Oct. On 29 Oct., 2225 Bonaparte's Gulls were counted going to roost at Klamath Falls (KS), far surpassing any other eastside gathering. Fifteen Franklin's Gulls were noted away from se. Oregon breeding locales. Eleven w. of the Cascades 5 Aug-16 Nov, included 5 on the outer coast, where they are least expected. The 10,000 Heermann's Gulls congregated at Cape Disappointment, Pacific 13 Sep (RK) represented Washington's 2nd highest count ever; 20,000 gathered off of the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam in Sep 2009. Despite their coastal abundance, Heermann's are less than annual in the WV; thus one at Beaverton 20 Oct (JW) was noteworthy. A Black-tailed Gull, likely a returning bird from fall 2009, enlivened Tacoma 14 Sep-2 Nov (S. Thorp); all five prior Washington records have come since 2004. Mirroring last fall, 4 Western Gulls were noted in the Columbia Basin 11 Sep-29 Oct; it's unclear to what degree Western x Glaucous-winged hybridization was considered in identifying these birds. A major flight of California Gulls on 23 Oct produced counts of 20,000 at Cape Arago, Coos (RN) and 10,000 at Boiler Bay (PP). A Thayer's Gull at Richland 4 Oct (C. Merley) tied the record early date for e. Washington, where this species normally arrives in early Nov. A Lesser Black-backed Gull was near Asotin, Asotin 23 Oct (ph. T. Gray); Lesser Black-backeds have been annual in e. Washington since 2000. A Glaucous-winged Gull at Tumalo Res. 1 Oct (L. Rems) was an exceptional find for Deschutes; this species is rarely found in e. Oregon away from the Klamath Basin and the Columbia River. Five Glaucous Gulls, all in Washington, included 2 on the eastside. As is typical, all but one appeared in late Nov; a remarkably early bird graced Ocean Park, Pacific 27 Aug-17 Sep (ph. RS, ph. RM).

TERNS THROUGH ALCIDS
A Black Tern, not annual during fall on the westside, inhabited P.N.P. 12-25 Sep (VN). Fifty Common Terns on the eastside 26 Aug-10 Oct was one third the seasonal norm. Twelve inland Commons on the westside 6 Aug-8 Oct was similarly sub-par. After several lackluster fall showings, Arctic Terns were found on all six Westport trips, with a maximum of 53 on 14 Aug (BT); 32 seen from a cruise ship 26 Sep represented the Oregon high (JG, JW). Arguably the most astonishing report of the season involved a flock of 15 Common/Arctic Terns that flew past a trio of experienced observers at Smith and Bybee L. 26 Nov (†AH, †CH, E. Scattaregia); any Sterna on this exceptional date is fully six weeks late in the Region. Details submitted were most suggestive of Arctic Tern, for which there is a 25 Nov Oregon report. Elegant Terns invaded the Region for the first time since 2008, with hundreds inhabiting the Curry coast throughout Aug; daily maxima climbed to as high as 1000 at Brookings and Gold Beach 14-31 Aug (DM, TR). Reports from farther n. were few, and numbers dropped off quickly after 1 Sep, with just a handful remaining at the Winchuck R. mouth through 12 Sep (AC). South Polar Skuas peaked at 15 off Westport 28 Aug (RM, RS), with most other trips recording single-digit totals. A skua seen from shore at N.S.C.B. 2 Oct (TR) was unusual. Offshore numbers of other jaegers ranged from unremarkable to poor. Four Parasitic Jaegers inland (away from the P.T.) 27 Sep-2 Nov was slightly sub-par; Union's first visited LaGrande 11 Oct (ph. T. Bray). Pelagic Long-tailed Jaeger tallies were exceptionally low; 15 Long-taileds off Coos Bay 27 Aug (GG) was the only double-digit count. Although hundreds of this species are often seen from cruise ships in Oregon waters during Sep, none were recorded during a 26 Sep passage. A Long-tailed at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 8 Sep (BW) was in the P.T., where not annual. Casual on the eastside, a Long-tailed Jaeger was near Centerville, Klickitat 30 Aug-1 Sep (ph. Roger Baker), while one at Lake Wenatchee S.P., Chelan 1 Oct (A. Jacobs, M. Thorbuck) made the latest fall record for e. Washington; there is one winter record for this species at Hanford Res., Benton 17 Dec 1982.
	Swimming Marbled Murrelets are rarely detected away from marine waters; one on L. Washington, King 23 Oct (EH, ph. RM) was closely scrutinized, as Long-billed Murrelet is the more expected Brachyramphus at freshwater locales. Nine Xantus's Murrelets were detected in Oregon waters 10 Aug-10 Sep (RN, TS), and 2 were off Westport 15 Oct (RS, BW), though none was identified to subspecies. A Xantus's Murrelet of the nominate subspecies at Westport 9 Oct (K. Brown, ph. P. Damron) made just the 4th from-shore record for Washington. An early Ancient Murrelet was at Green Pt., Skagit 15 Aug (RM); this species normally arrives in inland marine waters in early Oct. An Ancient near Stevenson, Skamania 23 Oct-2 Nov provided a rare interior record for Washington (B. Cady, SF, SJ, JW). Cassin's Anklets, rare in the P.T., included one off Edmonds, Snohomish 22 Oct (DD) and one off Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 19 Nov (CW); most P.T. records are from Jul—Dec. In recent years, oceanic surveys off the Washington coast by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration have shown Parakeet Anklets to be present in small numbers in early spring. However, little is known as to their timing of arrival and the extent of their numbers. One found dead on a beach near Westport, Grays Harbor 19 Nov (fide CW) indicates this species is likely present earlier than previously suspected; most records of dying or dead birds are from birds found after Dec. A dead Horned Puffin was at O.S. 14 Nov (fide CW). Live birds seen from land typically occur May—Aug, whereas most at-sea or beached birds appear Nov—May.

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Band-tailed Pigeons, rare in e. Washington beyond their Klickitat and Kittitas strongholds, are increasingly found elsewhere along the e. slope of the Cascades. This fall's reports included 3 near Leavenworth, Chelan 4 Sep (M. Thorbuck), 2 at Bear Creek, Yakima 28 Aug (S. Ramos), and 2 at Sheep L., Yakima 24 Sep (RK, JJ). Incredibly, six days after Multnomah's first Flammulated Owl was found stunned in sw. Portland on 25 Oct (fide J. Deshler), another was picked up injured near Bonneville Dam at the e. edge of the county 31 Oct (fide JW); given their highly migratory nature and abundance in the e. reaches of the Region, one wonders how many of these tiny owls pass unnoticed w. of the Cascades. By period's end, it was clear that the winter of 2011-2012 would feature the Region's first major Snowy Owl invasion since 2006-2007; 33 were noted 8 Oct+, 22 of which were in w. Washington. A Northern Hawk Owl at Hart’s Pass, Okanogan/Whatcom 6 Nov (T. Pieper) marked the 5th record in this area in the past six fall seasons. This autumn’s westside Burrowing Owls 
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enlivened Newport 30 Sep (S. Kupillas), Tangent, Linn 1 Oct (J. Harding), and Langlois, Curry 5 Nov (KA). Common Poorwills are not encountered annually in the Willamette R. drainage, so one high in the Cascades at Rock Slide Lake, Linn 26 Aug (NS) and a stunned bird at Clackamas, Clackamas 8 Oct (L. Whittemore) were significant. Two Black Swifts, rare so far e., overflew Washtucna, Adams 8 Sep (T. Mansfield). A White-throated Swift over Riffe L., Lewis 19 Sep (†P. Koyama) and 6 at Bay View S.P., Skagit 20 Sep (†M. Westervelt) add to about five well-documented records from w. Washington.
	Anna's Hummingbird, which continues to redraw the boundaries of its eastside range, seems to be gaining a foothold beyond Klickitat into Benton and Yakima, with 3 noted in each county 17 Aug+ (eBird). More easterly Anna's were near Walla Walla 27-28 Sep (G. Shoemake), College Place, Walla Walla 10 Oct (MLD), La Grande 8-23 Oct (DT), and Enterprise, Wallowa 25 Nov (RN). A singing male Anna's at Fish L. (elevation 2255 m), high on Steens Mt. in extreme se. Oregon 7 Aug (RN), was the farthest afield. Although northbound Calliope Hummingbirds pass through the westside in numbers, fall records remain few; this season's singles visited Bellevue, King 11 Sep (R. Rowlett) and Gresham, Multnomah 14 Sep (J. Gatchet). A Calliope at College Place 23 Sep was the 2nd latest for Washington (MLD). Lewis's Woodpeckers again showed well in w. Washington, with 10 noted 8 Sep-3 Nov. A Lewis's at Toledo, Lincoln 3 Nov (CP) was rare for Oregon's coastal slope. An extraordinary 6 Red-naped Sapsuckers were noted in w. Washington 1 Oct-29 Nov; Oregon's lone westside Red-naped was at Portland 20 Oct (MD). Similarly, Red-breasted Sapsuckers strayed eastward; 2 at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 19 Sep (BW) were in the Columbia Basin, where very rare. Oregon's eastside Red-breasted inhabited Malheur N.W.R. headquarters 2-15 Oct (RN, BTa). Surprisingly, no hybrid sapsuckers were reported. A Williamson's Sapsuckers at Horseshoe L., Lane 23 Aug (NS) was w. of the Cascade crest, where not annual; this species is an uncommon breeder along the e. slope of the Cascades.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH LONGSPURS
An Olive-sided Flycatcher at Brookings 15 Oct (RN) was at least two weeks tardy. A Least Flycatcher graced Snoqualmie, King 15 Aug (ph. J. Sproul), and a singing bird was recorded at Capital Forest, Grays Harbor 9 Sep (T. Factor); well-documented fall records of Leasts from w. Washington are few. Four Leasts 4 Aug-17 Sep matched recent fall totals for e. Washington. Oregon's only Least was extremely late at Rockaway, Tillamook 29 Nov+ (D. Bailey, ph. NS). A Gray Flycatcher at Corkindale, Skagit 15 Aug (†RK) and another near Vancouver, Clark 4 Sep (†BF) provided the 2nd and 3rd fall records for w. Washington. Black Phoebes persisted at their sw. Washington stronghold, with 2 noted at Ridgefield throughout the fall (RH); rarer northerly birds inhabited Lacey, Thurston 13 Nov+ (BT, W. Johnson) and Stanwood, Snohomish 18 Nov+ (M. Willison). A Black Phoebe lingering at Bend 29 Nov (T. Crabtree) was in an area where this species is not presumed to winter. Three Eastern Phoebes in Oregon 14 Oct-9 Nov was remarkable given that there were only about 20 prior records for the Region. Nine westside Say's Phoebe's 29 Sep+ was slightly above average; 3 were in Washington, where not annual in fall. Washington's 5th Vermilion Flycatcher visited Ridgefield 24 Oct+ (ph. C. Gordan J. Wilmott); prior records fall Oct—Mar. The majority of 20 Tropical/Couch's Kingbirds 15 Oct-20 Nov appeared at coastal locations; 4 others were in the P.T., where decidedly rarer. Excellent photographs of a Tropical Kingbird in flight at Dungeness, Clallam 24 Oct-12 Nov (ph. D. Lambert) revealed the notched outer primaries indicative of an ad. bird. Excluding returning birds, virtually all vagrant Tropical Kingbirds in North America whose age has been determined have been first-fall birds (see Field Notes 52: 6-11). Five Eastern Kingbirds in w Oregon 13 Aug-11 Nov were quite unexpected, as this species is not annual on the westside in fall.
	Seven westside Blue Jays 13 Oct+ and 8 e. of the Cascades 4 Aug-16 Nov were slightly above average for a non-invasion year. Western Scrub Jays again wandered this fall, including 7 northerly birds at Foulweather Bluff, Kitsap 24 Sep (BW) and one elevationally out of place at 2150 m near Mt. Rainier, Pierce 24 Sep (S. Giles); this species was all but unknown in the Cascades up until the last few years. On the eastside, scrub-jays continue their northerly expansion beyond Klickitat, with a small population now established at Yakima and singles noted at L. Wenatchee, Chelan 1 Oct (fide RM) and Ellensburg, Kittitas 19 Nov (P. Mattocks). Given that Clark's Nutcrackers offered no evidence of an irruption elsewhere in the Region, a stray at Beaver Creek State Natural Area, Lincoln (CP), 3 on Mary’s Peak 27 Oct+ (S. Maulding, WDR), and another at Port Angeles, Clallam 11 Nov (R. Schneider) defied a convenient explanation. A Bank Swallow at N.S.C.B. 25 Aug (TR) was just the 4th in fall for heavily birded Coos. Three Cliff Swallows at P.N.P. 12 Nov were about five weeks late (BW). Two Barn Swallows still at Malheur 2 Nov (NS) were roughly a month late for the eastside.
	Although Rock Wrens are known to nest in the nearby Siskiyou Mts., a family group near Humbug Mt., Curry 12 Aug (K. Saylor) was unexpected along the outer coast. Other Rock Wrens in the westside lowlands included singles at Ediz Hook, Clallam 1 Nov (C. Grattan) and Sunset Beach, Island 20 Nov (C. Corin). A House Wren at Ridgefield 6 Nov+ (G. McWethy) was almost certainly one of 2 that wintered there in 2010-2011, while another at Central Ferry Canyon, Douglas 20 Nov (DW) was e. Washington's latest ever; this species typically vacates the eastside by late Sep. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at O.S. 20 Oct+ (K. Brady) was Washington's 12th, most of which have been from late fall or winter. Two gnatcatchers at Prineville Res. 6 Aug (CG) and another near there 4 Sep (CG) were in Crook, where they have been recorded annually since 2003. However, another at Cline Falls S.P. in neighboring Deschutes 17 Sep (fide J. Moodie) was in an area where they are not known to be regular. A Northern Wheatear at Pistol River 17 Oct (p.a., †TR) would be Oregon's 5th and the Region's 6th; all but one of the prior records have spanned 17 Sep-28 Oct. Large flocks of bluebirds are hardly the norm, thus 80 Western Bluebirds atop Mary’s Peak 11 Nov (AC, T. Meinzen) and 250-300 Mountain Bluebirds in a single field at Mann L., Harney 7 Nov (NS) were surprising. A Mountain Bluebird at Neah Bay, Clallam 25 Nov (NB) was extremely rare for Washington's outer coast; most westside Mountains appear during spring. A Swainson's Thrush lingering at Port Townsend, Jefferson 3 Nov was the 2nd latest on record for Washington (D. Smith, L. Smith). A stealth migrant in the Region, 94 Varied Thrushes were among a major movement of southbound migrants over Portland's West Hills 8 Oct (JW); most of these passed over shortly after dawn (JW).
	A Gray Catbird at Nisqually 4-5 Nov (S. Bennett, ph. J. Pruske) provided w. Washington's 6th fall record and was the 2nd latest ever for the state; presumed southbound catbirds, which were unrecorded in w. Washington prior to 2006 and are extremely rare in w. Oregon, have now appeared w. of the Cascades each fall since 2004. The only eastside catbird was at Fields 9 Oct (TR). More than half of the 9 westside Northern Mockingbirds 28 Aug+ were in sw. Oregon, where they occasionally breed; the lone eastside bird was at Klamath Falls 22 Oct+ (J. Tufts). A Sage Thrasher still at Touchet, Walla 
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Walla 3 Nov (MD) was near record late for e. Washington. A Brown Thrasher that inhabited Cape Disappointment, Pacific 12-14 Sep (†RK) was Washington's 16th and 5th in fall, and another visited Malheur 9 Oct (RN); these are the first fall reports in the Region since 2008. Five Bohemian Waxwings near Silver Star Mt., Skamania 1 Oct (K. Knittle, T. Mansfield) and 3 at Sauk Prairie, Skagit 7 Oct (RM) were early for w. of the Cascades in Washington; this species is now rare on the westside, where formerly somewhat regular. Chestnut-collared Longspurs are virtually annual on the Oregon coast during Oct; this season's birds appeared at Floras L., Curry 18 Oct (TR) and at Cape Blanco 26 Oct (TJW). Oregon's 3rd McKay's Bunting, discovered at Seven Devils Wayside, Coos 25 Nov+ (DL, ph. fide CW), was thought to be a very pale Snow Bunting when first seen (without optics), but photographs of the bird 28 Nov confirmed its identity.

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
Three Northern Waterthrushes were detected in w. Washington this fall 1 Sep-20 Nov; this species is now rare but annual in w. Washington. Single Northerns nw. of Terrebonne, Deschutes 9 Dec (KO) and at L. Abert 10 Sep (SD) were presumed migrants, as they were away from, known breeding sites on Oregon's eastside. Three Black-and white Warblers, all in Oregon 30 Aug-25 Sep, made a typical fall showing. A Tennessee Warbler at Finley 4 Oct (WDR) was late, while another passing through Malheur 9 Nov (NS) was at least five weeks later than the typical fall "window" for this species; most of the Region's fall records are from early—mid-Sep. Three Nashville Warblers were detected 24 Aug-2 Oct in the w. Washington lowlands, where generally rare in autumn. A MacGillivray's Warbler near Tenino, Thurston 3-4 Nov (B. Sundstrom) was a month tardy and only the 3rd Nov record for w. Washington. Though now recorded annually May-Jun, a Hooded Warbler at Cold Spring Campground, Deschutes 12 Sep (S. Shunk) was the Region's first southbound bird since 2002. Five American Redstarts 22 Aug-12 Oct included 3 on the westside, where less than annual in fall; one at Davenport, Lincoln 29 Sep (M. F. Mathis) was e. Washington's latest ever. For the 3rd consecutive fall, multiple Northern Parulas were noted, with singles at L. Abert 10 Sep (SD) and Fields 11 Sep (RN); nearly all of the Region's fall records are from Sep. This season's Magnolia Warbler graced Malheur 2 Oct (RN, BTa). A Yellow Warbler at Richland 13 Nov was about a month late (J. Abel). A female Chestnut-sided Warbler at Floras L. 6 Sep (TR) fit the expected window for this vagrant; the earliest of nearly 1000 fall records from California is 2 Sep. Another Chestnut-sided at Davenport, Lincoln 10 Sep (ph. JI) was Washington's 24th, most of which have come during Jun. Three eastside Blackpoll Warblers included singles at Turnbull N.W.R. 1 Sep (M. Frobe), Malheur 4 Sep (J. Broadus, ST), and Fields 2 Oct (RN, BTa); the former furnished e. Washington's first fall report since 2008. Both Black-throated Blue Warbler reports came from w. Oregon: an imm. female was at E.E. Wilson W.M.A. 2 Oct (†J. Geier), while a male landed on a boat 32 km w. of Newport 8 Oct (GG). The only Black-throated Gray Warbler detected in e. Washington, which averages 2 per fall, visited Hood Park, Walla Walla 17 Sep (MD, MLD). Although only two or three weeks tardy, a Black-throated Gray at Vancouver L., Clark 1 Nov represents just the 4th Nov record for Washington (BW). A Hermit Warbler on Vashon I., King 20 Sep (E. Swan) was a fall rarity in Washington's westside lowlands. A Hermit Warbler x Townsend's Warbler hybrid graced Sequim, Clallam 28 Oct (ph. SM, BW); this cross is rarely found after Sep in w. Washington. Nearly two-thirds of the 25 Palm Warblers reported 24 Sep+ were in Curry; up to 9 were near Floras L. 20 Nov+ (TR). Wilson's Warblers generally depart the Region by the 2nd week of Oct, so singles lingering at Neskowin, Tillamook 13 Nov (W. Gross), in Mill Canyon, Lincoln 20 Nov (TO), and at Browns Pt., Pierce 25 Nov (RS) were well behind schedule. A Yellow-breasted Chat at Big Flat, Franklin 18 Sep (ph. BW) was nearly record late for Washington, while one at Richland 21 Sep (L. Hill) tied the record-late date.
	A Green-tailed Towhee at Pistol River, Curry 12 Sep (AC) marked the 2nd straight autumn with a westside stray; this is just the 2nd fall bird w of the Cascades since 2006. An American Tree Sparrow near Coupeville, Island 8 Oct (P. Clapham) and one at Corkindale, Skagit 27 Oct (RK) were the only reports this fall in w. Washington, which has seen declining numbers in recent fall seasons; one at Floras L. 29 Nov (TR) was the only report from w. Oregon, where barely annual. For 2nd consecutive fall, westside numbers of Clay-colored Sparrows were more than double the seasonal norm, particularly in Oregon, which accounted for 12 of 14 detections. As is typical, all of the Oregon birds appeared 8 Oct or later, while the earliest—at Marymoor Park, King 1-2 Sep (MH, G. Oliver)—was in Washington, which gets most of its westside Clay-coloreds before Oct. Migrant Clay-coloreds in e. Washington, on the other hand, occur late Aug—mid-Sep, and 3 noted during that time frame represented a typical fall count. One lingering at Colville, Stevens 2 Oct was e. Washington latest ever (ph. JI). An apparent Timberline Sparrow visited Davenport, Lincoln 17 Sep (ph. BW, JI); this subspecies (taverneri) of Brewer's Sparrow is rarely identified away from montane breeding sites, which extend from se. Alaska to nw. Montana. Though a few westside Brewer's are expected during Aug, this species mostly vacates the Region by mid-Sep, thus three detections in the window 3 Oct—Nov were unusual. While the first, at Corkindale, Skagit on 2 Oct (RK) added to just two previous fall reports from the w. Washington lowlands, singles at Salem 18 Nov (ph. J. Harding) and Port Townsend, Jefferson 17-19 Nov (R. Sikes, ph. D. Gluckman) provided the latest records ever for Oregon and Washington, respectively. Continuing a recent trend in w. Washington, 6 migrant Vesper Sparrows were reported 3 Sep-9 Oct, all in Skagit; formerly, Vespers were reported less than annually in fall, but increased coverage in ne. Skagit has modified our understanding of their status in w Washington. A Lark Sparrow at Roseburg, Douglas 23 Aug (J. Hein) provided one of few Umpqua Valley reports since a small breeding colony disappeared more than two decades ago. Another Lark Sparrow visited Cape Disappointment 12-13 Sep (RK); this species is rare at any season in w. Washington. Adding to about 20 antecedent Oregon records, an imm. Lark Bunting at Yachats, Lincoln 23 Sep (ph. R. Friesz) was the first in fall in the Region since 2005. Grasshopper Sparrows are virtually unknown from the outer coast; one at S.J.C.R. 29 Oct (ph. R. Leinen) was therefore noteworthy. Grasshopper’s nest are at multiple locales in the Umpqua Valley and s. Willamette Valley, but they rarely appear elsewhere on the westside. Single Red Fox Sparrows (subspecies iliaca/zaboria), now detected annually in the Region, graced Malheur 9 Nov. (NS) and Monroe, King 30 Nov (ph. RM). Swamp Sparrows showed well in w. Washington this fall, with 9 detected 23 Oct+. Five Harris's Sparrows on the westside 27 Oct+ was above average, but again none were noted from the eastside, where formerly annual. A Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow was at Aberdeen, Grays Harbor 13 Nov (ph. DG); this hybrid is now found annually in w Washington.
	Fully six weeks tardy, a Western Tanager was in Portland 26 Nov (R. Neyer); this species is now nearly annual in the Region during winter. Single Black-headed Grosbeaks at
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Seattle 13 Nov (A. Larson) and Scappoose, Columbia in early Nov (fide H. Horvat) were at least six weeks late. Formerly very rare, Blue Grosbeak has been found nearly annually in the Region of late; this season's bird enlivened Cutler City, Lincoln 9 Sep (JG). An Indigo Bunting at Sauk Prairie, Skagit 6 Oct represented only the 7th Washington record for fall (ph. RM); Washington has more than 30 records, with most from Jun—Jul. A late Indigo was at Tillamook 13-14 Nov (CK, PS). Both of the season's Dickcissels were on the Oregon coast, with one at Nestucca Bay N.W.R., Tillamook 10 Sep (D. Demarest, J. Hurt) and another at Cape Blanco 11 Nov+ (TJW, TR). A nearly record-late Bobolink, rare at any season in w Washington, inhabited Nisqually 19-23 Oct (ST, ph. R. Stoner); there are about 30 fall records and one winter record for w Washington. Tricolored Blackbirds have appeared sporadically around F.R.R. over the past decade; one was there 4 Aug (RR). Yellow-headed Blackbirds, historically rare on the outer coast, now appear annually in Coos and Curry. Four were at Floras L. 3 Sep (TR), and one was at N.S.C.B. 17 Sep (TR), while another spent all of Nov. at Cape Blanco (TJW). Nine westside Rusty Blackbirds 9 Oct-19 Nov was thrice normal; 8 were in Washington, including Cowlitz's first at Woodland Bottoms 3-12 Nov (DW). A flock of 5000 Brewer's Blackbirds at Sequim, Clallam 28 Oct (SM, BW) was an all-time high for Washington. Washington's 10th Hooded Oriole and first from fall brightened Kelso, Cowlitz 8-10 Aug (ph. M. Hill); antecedent Washington records have fallen late Apr—late Jul. Additional Hoodeds were at Newport 3 Nov (M. Savage) and Seaside, Clatsop 20 Nov (H. Peterson). A Bullock's Oriole, rare on the outer coast and nearly two months late, was at Neah Bay, Clallam 4 Nov (ph. BW); although there are about 10 winter records for Washington, there are just two from Nov.
	Oregon's 12th Brambling was a two-day wonder at Scappoose, Columbia (L. Pierce, ph. GG). Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches, not annual in the westside lowlands, included 2 at Sunset Beach, Island 9 Oct (C. Corin) and one near Sedro Woolley, Skagit 19 Nov (GB). Pine Grosbeaks, very rare in the w. Washington lowlands, included one at Bangor, Kitsap 28 Sep (J. Campbell) and one at Brier, Snohomish 29 Nov (T. Brooks). Cassin's Finches are now being reported regularly in small numbers just w of the crest of the Washington Cascades, especially in Skagit, but lowland w. Washington records are few, so one at Lyman, Skagit 19 Nov (GB) was noteworthy. Rare w. of the Cascades in Washington, 4 White-winged Crossbills were seen at three locations 2-7 Sep, but a flock of 75 at L. Tapps, Pierce 29 Nov (A. Richards, A. Musche) was utterly unprecedented for the lowlands. Common Redpolls showed signs of irrupting, with a handful of westside reports during Nov 
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The Winter Season, 2011-2012

Oregon/Washington Region

David Irons
Brad Waggoner
Ryan Merrill

The season started dry and cool and remained that way throughout December and into January, with Seattle recording its fourth driest December on record. Mid-January saw a major weather change when Arctic air plowed into the westside, bringing with it significant lowland snowfall. A few days later, devastating freezing rain downed trees and caused widespread power outages; some households along southern Puget Sound were without power for nearly two weeks. More typical and welcome mild temperatures along with abundant rainfall returned in late January, and one might categorize February as having been boringly normal. The only significant beach wreck of the season involved Tufted and Horned Puffins, which washed up on coastal beaches in numbers during January and February.
	The overarching theme of this winter season was the plethora of northern invaders, which included significant incursions by at least three irruptive species. Most obvious were Snowy Owls, which were plentiful enough to garner the attentions of non-birders and the mass media. Hordes of folks could be found walking Damon Point at Ocean Shores in order to gawk at the dozen or so owls wintering among the beach grass and driftwood. Counter-balancing the slew of Arctic visitors was a nice variety of species that normally winter far to the south of the Region. In addition to the two expected phoebes—Black and Say's—four other species of flycatchers were documented. Yellow-breasted Chat and Vesper Sparrow both made their first winter appearances in the Region in at least a decade. Aside from research cruises, there was no offshore birding activity this season, hence the sparse assortment of pelagics in this column. Vole populations spiked in the Willamette Valley, thus raptor counts were strong. Finally, observers in the Region continue to have a fondness for birds of mixed parentage; at the end of this report you will learn of yet another addition to the long list of hybrids that have been recorded here.

Abbreviations: Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res. W.M.A., Lane); McNary (McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla) WA); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark).

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Ninety-three Greater White-fronted Geese over-wintering at Coos Bay (TR) was unprecedented; singles or small groups are the seasonal norm for Oregon's outer coast. Six Emperor Geese 19 Dec.+ was the best winter showing in the Region since 2006-2007, when 7 were tallied. Up to 5000 Snow Geese inhabited Sauvie I. through the period, yet again setting a new standard for w. Oregon, where as recently as two decades ago a few hundred were noteworthy. Similarly, numbers of Snows at McNary built to 6000 on 26 Feb (M&MLD), establishing a new record for e. Washington. Two blue-morph Snow Geese, now annual in Skagit/Snohomish, were at Samish Flats, Skagit 31 Jan (RM, CW); an imm. at Fernhill Wetlands 2 Dec (ph. SN) and 2 more on Sauvie I. through the season (B. Archer et al.) were in w. Oregon, where not yet annual. The only westside Ross's Geese were a single at F.R.R. 2 Dec (B. McKenzie) and 2 on Sauvie I. 21 Feb (SN). One Ross's at LaGrande, Union 11 Dec (D. Leal) and another at Clarkston, Asotin 4 Dec (AS) were away from their normal haunts in se. Oregon; the latter furnished just the 3rd winter-season report from e. Washington since 2004. A Richardson's Cackling Goose (nominate hutchinsii) at Clarkston 9 Jan (ph. JI) was just the 5th of this taxon for Washington and the 7th for the Region. Cackling Geese
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(taverneri and minima) continue to expand their wintering range into nw. Washington. High counts included 80 at Milltown, Skagit 7-8 Jan (M. Willison, B. Schmidt) and 125 at L. Terrell, Whatcom 10 Feb (DW). Thirty-four at Drayton Harbor, Whatcom 7 Jan (M. Donahue, A. Knue) were the most northerly reported; subspecific breakdowns were not included in these reports. A flock of 36 Trumpeter Swans at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 8 Jan (K. Turley) provided a new high count for e. Washington; increasing numbers of Trumpeters have broadened their distribution across the Region in recent years. A Bewick's Swan enlivened Coffee Creek Wetlands, Clackamas 24-29 Dec (M. Stinnet, ph. S. Carpenter), and Washington's 13th was at Ridgefield 30 Dec (ph. R. Leinen); there are now about 25 records for the Region. Bewick's Swans have now been detected in Washington in nine consecutive years, with most sightings from Skagit, where many of the wintering Tundra Swans originate from the breeding colonies in the Russian Far East. A Brant at the Deschutes R. mouth, Sherman 13 Jan+ (CF, SJ) made the first winter-season report from e. of the Cascades since 2002-2003; there are fewer than 20 Brant records for the Region's eastside. The only other Brant away from salt water and the P.T. were at Portland 23 Dec-1 Jan (JW, m.ob.) and Finley 8 Feb (WDR).
	An astounding 850 Wood Ducks gathered at Hood Park, Walla Walla 17 Feb (MH); this surpasses any published tally for the Region. A paltry 6 Eurasian Wigeons were tallied in e. Washington. A Mallard x American Wigeon hybrid, likely a returning bird, inhabited Gorst, Kitsap 21 Jan-3 Mar (RS, ph. BW); this cross was not recorded in the Region prior to 2008 but has been reported annually since. Three Mallard x Northern Pintail hybrids included one shot by a hunter at F.R.R. 3 Dec (ph. R. Adney), one at Tualatin River N.W.R. (DI, SF), and one at The Dalles, Wasco On 8 Feb (†SJ); this cross is now detected annually in the Region. Blue-winged Teal, not annual during winter in the Region, appeared in both states, with one near Olympia 18 Dec (fide CW) and 2 near Lebanon, Linn 1 Feb (J. Harding). Eleven Eurasian Teal was about the seasonal norm, while only 4 Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal hybrids were noted. A congregation of 550 Canvasbacks at Post Office L., Clark 13 Jan provided the 2nd highest count ever for w. Washington (RM, K. Hansen). Eight Tufted Ducks, all on the westside, were exceptional, as 2 per season is the norm. A Tufted Duck x scaup hybrid near Vancouver 8 Jan (DI, SF) was presumed to be the same individual found along this stretch of the Columbia R. last winter. Present since Jul 2009, the female King Eider (Washington's 20th) continued at O.S. through the period (m.ob.). Though rare to uncommon during fall on the e. side of the Cascades, Surf Scoters and White-winged Scoters are very rare there during winter. Two Surf Scoters at Suttle L., Jefferson 7 Dec (MG, SSh) were merely unexpected, while 11 eastside White-winged Scoters 7 Dec-22 Jan were truly exceptional. Five were at Priest Rapids, Yakima 2 Jan (ph. DG), 4 inhabited Vantage, Kittitas 10-22 Jan (S. Downes), and on Oregon's eastside singles graced Suttle L. 7 Dec-1 Jan (MG, SSh) and Klamath Falls 17 Dec (D. Hewitt et al.). For the 2nd consecutive winter, small groups of Surf and White-winged Scoters lingered at Portland through Dec; the latest Surf was there 16 Jan (AF). Four Surfs were on Hagg L., Washington 4 Dec (SSc), while one there 22 Feb (GG) was a month later than any other inland report. Four Long-tailed Ducks strayed from salt water in w. Oregon, where less than annual. Three were near Logsden in e. Lincoln 17 Dec (fide RB). A female at Smith L. and Bybee L. near Portland 3-9 Dec (AF, m.ob.) may have been the same bird that was found on nearby Sauvie I. 18 Dec (AH, CH, ES). Thirteen eastside Long-tailed Ducks 16 Dec-19 Feb was a slightly above average; 2 at Sprague L., Adams 17 Dec (TO) and singles at Prineville 31 Dec (CG) and Suttle L. 1 Jan (fide SSh) provided rare reports away from the Columbia River. A Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrid visited Gorst, Kitsap 17 Dec (ph. BW, VN), and one was at Semiahmoo, Whatcom 4 Feb (P. Wegener); this cross is now annual in the Region.
	A goodly 65 Sharp-tailed Grouse at Scotch Creek, Okanagan 18 Feb (RS, BW) is perhaps indicative of improving habitat in that area. Four Red-throated Loons in the WV 22 Jan-24 Feb were all away from the Columbia R., which produces most of the Region's inland records. Three Pacific Loons were away from salt water in w Oregon, where they are not annual during winter; singles visited Howard Prairie Res., Jackson 16 Dec (RN), Corvallis 20 Dec (fide M. Cutler), and Philomath, Benton 7 Jan (WDR, H. Herlyn). Four eastside Pacifics was about half the recent norm. Fifteen Yellow-billed Loons in w. Washington was triple the seasonal average; 10 between Protection I. and Dungeness Bay, Clallam 19 Dec (CW, RM, BL) is a single-day record for the Region. A Yellow-billed at Wenatchee 23 Nov+ (S. Ballinger, J. Lowe) was very rare for the eastside. Once again, none were detected in Oregon, which has had just 2 Yellow-billeds over the past five winters. Historically rare away from salt water in winter, 5 inland Red-necked Grebes were noted 1 Dec-22 Feb. The presumed migrant at Fernhill Wetlands 1 Dec (SN) was the only one away from the Columbia River. Eight Eared Grebes together along the Columbia at Portland 1 Dec (SSc) was highly unusual for this area, where most reports involve singles. Ten Clark's Grebes in w Washington represented a typical winter showing.
	The skull of a Laysan Albatross was found along the shoreline of Guemes I., Skagit 22 Feb (fide CW); the only documented occurrences from the P.T. involved one on an incoming barge at Seattle during early Feb 1998 and another found a few days later in a berry field at Gig Harbor, Pierce; neither survived (Wahl et al., 2005, Birds of Washington). This season's Short-tailed Albatross, an imm., was seen from a research vessel off Clallam 31 Jan (M. Dragiewicz). Short-tailed Shearwaters are less than annual in the P.T., so one seen passing Marrastone Pt., Jefferson 30 Dec (VN, AS, GGe) was noteworthy. A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, rare from shore at any season, flew past Browns Pt., Grays Harbor 30 Dec (CW, BL, A. Meyer). Formerly absent from the Region Nov—Feb, American White Pelicans are now expected in winter. Two spent the period at F.R.R. (JS), and 16 were at McNary Dam 15 Jan (JW). Bucking the trend of recent winters, just 12 Brown Pelicans were noted at Westport, Grays Harbor 1 Jan (T. Pagos, GP); the same location hosted 460 during the winter of 2010-2011. Numbers along the Oregon coast were equally modest, with 30 at Coos Bay 11 Dec (TR) representing the season's high count. Three Brown Pelicans in the P.T. were consistent with recent winters; singles visited Mulkiteo 4 Dec (H. Flores), Admiralty Inlet, Jefferson/Kitsap 8-25 Dec (C. Eckert), and Lopez I., San Juan 29 Dec (B. Fries). Single American Bitterns at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 17 Dec (K. Turley) and Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 24 Dec (C. Nowak) add to the recent string of reports from eastside locales, where this species was historically absent in winter.
	Presumed wintering Turkey Vultures are increasing in w. Washington, where traditionally rare before mid-Feb; 12 noted from six locations 12 Dec-28 Jan included a Washington winter-record 7 at Lopez I., San Juan 12 Dec (RM, T. Mansfield). Multiple vultures in Coos through the season represented the first confirmed record of overwintering for that county A Turkey Vulture at Maryhill, Klickitat 9 Jan (SJ) was a very rare winter find in e. Washington. An Osprey, equally rare during winter on the eastside, was at West Richland, Benton 23 Jan (B. Clarke). Now nearly annual during winter in w. Washington, single Ospreys visited Marymoor Park, King 15 Dec (MH, M. Bartels) and Bothell, King 26 Dec (M. Sunu, P. Koyama). No White-tailed Kites were detected in w. Washington this winter; the sw. Washington population has plummeted over the past five years. Conversely, 26 at F.R.R. 13 Jan (JS) approached the highest counts ever for this roost. Kites are now using a large Northern 
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Although Pacific Golden-Plover is now found annually during winter in the Oregon and Washington region, the sight of one in full alternate plumage in December surely must have been a visual shock. This adult female was photographed near Corvallis, Benton County on 25 December 2011. Photograph by John Sullivan.

Harrier roost (40+ birds) along Diamond Hill Rd. e. of Harrisburg, Linn; up to 3 were there nightly 11 Dec+ OF, SF, DI). Five Red-shouldered Hawks noted in sw. Washington represents a typical winter tally, but for the first time in eight years, none was noted n. of Cowlitz. This season's Swainson's Hawk was near Monmouth, Polk 4 Jan (ph. B. Wagner); formerly mega-rare during winter, Swainson's are now nearly annual in the Region Dec—Feb. A Ferruginous Hawk inhabited Union, Union 14-17 Dec, and another was Sprague L., Adams 18 Dec-15 Jan (TL); northbound birds typically arrive in ne. Oregon and e. Washington in late Feb. A Prairie Merlin (subspecies richardsoni), rare but annual in the Region, visited Bainbridge I., Kitsap 4 Feb (BW, GGe, J. Acker, M. Rossing). Fifteen Gyrfalcons noted 9 Dec-27 Feb approximated recent winter tallies; as is typical, more than half (9) were e. of the Cascades. For the first time in 10 winters, no Prairie Falcons were reported in w. Washington. Three Prairies were noted from the Oregon coast, with singles at Tillamook 30 Jan (S. Parsons), Pacific City, Tillamook 11 Feb (T. McNamara), and Floras L., Curry 12 Feb (TR, KAn); the bulk of Oregon's westside reports come from Rogue Valley and Willamette Valley. A Sora was at Ridgefield 7 Dec (E. Knight); this species is now nearly annual in w. Washington during winter. In addition to being out of season, Oregon's 12th Common Gallinule was remarkably upslope at Howard Prairie Res. (elevation 1380 m) on 10 Dec (ph. E English). All but 2 of Oregon's sightings have come Apr-May, with one collected at Neskowin, Tillamook 13 Feb 1983 and another at Brookings, Curry 24 Dec 2009 accounting for the Region's only winter records. A Sandhill Crane inhabited Clarkston, Asotin 31 Dec+, and another visited Touchet, Walla Walla 28 Jan (M & MLD); this species is rare in e. Washington during winter.


This apparent Vega Gull at Electric City, Grant County 14 January 2012 is only the second to be well documented in Washington. The only previous record of this taxon came from King County in December 2006. The much darker mantle color was well studied in comparison to adjacent American Herring Gulls (one here in the foreground). The partial string of pearls" effect in the primaries is also fitting for Vega Gull. Dark irises along with bright pink legs were noted, thus all but eliminating possible hybrids. Photograph by Ryan Shaw  

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Fifty-six Black-bellied Plovers near Peoria, Linn 15 Dec (R. Campbell) were exceptional for the WV, where only F.R.R. typically produces winter flocks of this size or greater. Though Pacific Golden-Plovers are now annual in the Region during winter, one hardly expects to see a fully alternate-plumaged ad. in Dec—and yet, a stunning ad. female was s. of Corvallis 25 Dec (L. Johnson, ph. JS). This is the 2nd such bird for Oregon; an alternate-plumaged bird listed as "American Golden-Plover" (before the species split) was at Tillamook 17-23 Dec (American Birds 31: 364-367). Snowy Plovers continue to produce encouraging news along Oregon's beaches, where the annual survey tallied 199 birds; this is the highest winter count there in more than two decades (fide D. Lauten). The golden-plover was in the same field inhabited by Oregon's 11th Mountain Plover 2-24 Dec (D. Schrouder, D. Hill, ph. WDR). A Lesser Yellowlegs, now nearly annual in Washington during winter, was at John R., Grays Harbor 5 Feb (GP); 3 Lessers were detected in w Oregon, where they are slightly more expected. Wandering Tattlers, rarely overwinter in Oregon, so one at Cannon Beach, Clatsop 1 Jan-4 Feb (D. Byrne) was noteworthy. The Region has only a handful of inland winter records for Long-billed Curlew, so 2 in the same season would be astonishing. Singles seen at Albany, Linn 5 Dec (JF) and at nearby Tangent 4 Feb (J. Harding) may well have been the same bird. The only prior winter records for the WV involved singles observed near Eugene and Lebanon during winter 1999-2000. The 150 Least Sandpipers at Nisqually 30 Jan (S. Thorp) represented a winter-record tally for the Puget Trough. A presumed southbound Short-billed Dowitcher was seen and heard at Floras L., Curry 9 Dec (TR); this species is rarely detected in the Region after Oct. There were no wrecks, and the season's high count of Red Phalaropes was 13 at N.S.C.B. 20 Jan (TR).
	A Black-legged Kittiwake 60 km inland at Cathlamet, Wahkiakum 26 Feb (JW) was a presumed storm waif. A Bonaparte's Gull at La Grande, Union 17 Dec (T. Bray) was unexpected during winter. Washington's 2nd and the Region's 3rd Ross's Gull, which frequented Palmer L., Okanogan 15-27 Dec Q. Heinlen), was arguably this winter's most exciting avian visitor. Washington's previous record was also on the eastside near McNary Dam, Benton in Nov 1994. Aside from a single at P.N.P. through 3 Dec (J. Baier), Heermann's Gull was unreported in the Region. An apparent ad. Vega Gull at Electric City, Grant 14 Jan was exceptionally well documented (ph. RS, BT, CW, BL); the Region's only previous record of this taxon, currently treated as a subspecies of Herring Gull by the American Ornithologists' Union, came from King in Dec 2006. Washington's 16th and 17th Iceland Gulls visited Westport, Grays Harbor 30 Dec (†BT, S. Mills, W Johnson) and Clarkston, Asotin 22 Jan-19 Feb (ph. J. Hanna); prior records are evenly distributed e. and w. of the Cascades. Single Lesser Black-backed Gulls, now annual in e. Washington, visited Richland, Benton 6 Jan-13 Feb (J. Abel), Banks L., Grant 8-14 Jan (DS), Clarkston 12 Jan-27 Feb (TO), and W.W.R.D. 22 Jan (M&MLD); only a few years ago, this species still merited boldfacing. Forty-seven Glaucous Gulls noted 18 Dec+ marked a return to the seasonal norm after several consecutive poor showings. As is typical, all 15 + eastside birds were in Washington, while the westside birds were near evenly split between the states; an impressive 7 were in Walla Walla 26 Feb (M&MLD). Truly astonishing was a light-morph ad. Pomarine Jaeger at Sheridan, Yamhill 28 Dec (CK, ph. PS); winter records of inland jaegers are all but unknown in the Pacific Northwest, and Pomarine is generally the rarest away from salt water. A Long-tailed Jaeger at Hanford 17 Dec 1982 (Wahl et al. 2005) is the Region's lone record of a stercorariid inland during winter.
	For the 4th consecutive winter, a Thick-billed Murre was recorded in the Region; this season's bird washed up dead on Clatsop Beach 1 Feb (MP). Calm conditions facilitated a Washington record tally of 3924 Ancient Murrelets between Protection I. and Dungeness Bay, Clallam 19 Dec (CW, RM, BL). A Cassin's Auklet off Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 18 Dec (DW) was rare in the 
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Puget Trough. An exceptional inshore Parakeet Auklet was well described from Winchester Bay Douglas 16 Jan (†.K. Phifer). A mid-Feb NOAA Northwest Fisheries Research Cruise encountered 6 Parakeets off Tillamook 16 Feb and 10 more off Clallam 17 Feb (†RM, S. Mills). Beach-wrecked Tufted Puffins and Horned Puffins started appearing along the Region's coastline in early Jan and continued through the period; though exceptional, this event was not unprecedented. Surveys undertaken by COASST noted 8 Horned Puffins, very rare at any time in Washington waters, and 40+ Tufted Puffins, normally very rare inshore during winter (fide CW). Two additional Horneds were taken into rehab at Astoria 22 Jan (fide MP), and 4 were dead on Clatsop Beach 1 Feb (MP) A flyby Tufted Puffin was off of Cape Flattery, Clallam 7 Jan (B. Paige), and another live bird was inside Yaquina Bay 25 Feb (C. Philo).
	Although this season's Snowy Owl invasion looked quite strong at the end of Nov (22+ for w Washington), the flight seemed to wane by the end of Dec, with only a few additional detections later in the season. Ultimately, the Regional tally of about 65 birds was punctuated by a high count of 12 at Damon Pt., Grays Harbor 30 Dec (CW, BL, A. Meyer, L. Parshall); 6 Snowies at Nine Canyon, Benton 9-24 Feb (H. Newsome) was the single-site maximum on the eastside. During the last irruptive year (2005), Washington tallied 74. Northern Hawk Owl, a rarity in Washington as recently as a decade ago, is now reported annually in winter. Three this season were still exceptional; singles inhabited Chelan, Chelan 31 Dec-6 Feb (fide M. Spencer), West Plains, Spokane 7 Jan-20 Feb (P McKann, J. McKann), and Wacounda, Okanagan 28 Jan-19 Feb (K. Woodruff). For the 2nd straight winter, no Burrowing Owls were detected in the WV, where they had been a fixture during winter over the previous decade. Three were along Oregon's s. coast, with one at the North Bend, Coos airport 19-23 Dec (fide TR) and 2 on a private ranch near Langlois, Curry through the season (KAn). A Long-eared Owl inhabited American Camp, San Juan 11 Dec (T. Mansfield, RM), and one was near Stanwood, Snohomish 3 Jan (GP); only a few are found each year on the westside, mostly in winter; they likely occur more frequently but are overlooked because they are less vocal than other owls. Anna's Hummingbirds visited Cle Elum, Kittitas 7 Jan (A. Woodrow) and Yakima 28 Jan (S. Downes); Anna's are increasingly reported during winter in e. Washington, mostly in Dec. Three female-type Selasphorus hummingbirds were found along the Oregon coast in mid-Dec, with 2 at the same feeder in South Beach, Lincoln (fide RB) and another in North Bend, Coos 18-20 Dec (B. Griffin). A juv. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, now annual in the Region during winter, graced Bandon, Coos 31 Dec-3 Jan (AH, DH, ph. NS). An apparent Yellow-bellied Sapsucker x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrid inhabited Olympia 18-21 Dec (ph. B. Shelmerdine). Sorting hybrids from atypical "pure" birds away from the contact zone in sw. Alberta remains problematic. This individual showed a Red-naped head pattern, including an extensive red nape, whereas its buffy, broad back pattern better fit a Yellow-bellied. Three Red-breasted Sapsucker x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrids were detected in w. Washington this winter. Reportedly pure Red-naped Sapsuckers were on the westside at Portland 16 Dec (L. Anolik), Florence, Lane (E. & V. Thompson), Eugene 1 Jan (TMi, T. Meinzen), and Washougal 2 Feb (WC). A Red-breasted Sapsucker, rare e. of the Cascades in Washington, graced Hood Park, Walla Walla 4-11 Feb (M&MLD).

PASSERINES
The Region's 3rd Least Flycatcher recorded in the winter season, originally discovered at Rockaway, Tillamook 29 Nov (D. Bailey, ph. NS), remained through 17 Dec. Rarer still was the Region's first winter Hammond's Flycatcher, which inhabited Ashland, Jackson 20 Jan-19 Feb (ph. M. Lorusso); a series of excellent photographs taken over the length of this bird's stay clearly established its identity. Northerly wintering Black Phoebes included 2 at Ridgefield (fide RH) and another near Lacey, Thurston (m.ob.); though this species now appears to be consolidating its foothold in sw. Washington, there are only a handful of mid-winter records for w. Washington. A Say's Phoebe, rare during midwinter in e. Washington, was near Asotin, Asotin 13 Jan (TO). No fewer than 7 Say's were detected in w. Oregon Dec—Jan, including 4 in Coos/Curry, where they winter annually. Six additional westside Say's 25 Jan+ were presumed to be northbound migrants, as the timing of their appearance coincided with the typical arrival dates for the eastside. First noted in late Oct, Washington's 5th Vermilion Flycatcher was re-found at Ridgefield 3 Feb+ after disappearing in early Dec. Prior to this season, there were just 12 winter records of Tropical/Couch's Kingbirds for the Region, thus 3 reported along the cen. Oregon coast 8 Dec-23 Feb were highly unusual; all were presumed to be Tropical but came with no descriptions of vocalizations. Singles were at Lincoln City 8 Dec (D. Faxon), Tahkenitch L., Lane 23 Dec (ph. R. Lowe), and Newport 1 Jan and 23 Feb (fide D. Grafe; B. Olson); it is unclear if the Newport sightings involved the same or different birds. Loggerhead Shrikes rarely winter in Washington, thus singles near Okanogan, Okanogan 4 Dec (D. Abbott, J. Parrott) and at Richland 6 Jan (D. Rockwell) were noteworthy.
	A Blue Jay was s. of Corvallis 14 Dec+ (R. Comeleo, m.ob.), and another visited Klamath Falls 12 Feb (KS). About par for e. Washington in a non-invasion year, 4 Blue Jays were noted 28 Dec-19 Feb. Horned Larks showed in unprecedented numbers in sw. Washington, highlighted by a w. Washington record 300 at Hamilton I., Skamania 23 Feb (WC); the subspecies of these birds was not reported. In w. Washington, the mid-winter window of absence for Tree Swallows continues to shrink. One was at Ridgefield 21 Dec (S. Carpenter), and 4 were at Vancouver L., Clark 2-13 Jan (RH, RM); the first northbound migrants normally arrive in late Jan. In addition to the expected small numbers of Tree Swallows that remained through the season on the westside, a single Violet-green Swallow wintered at Coquille, Coos (TR), and another was at Eugene 25 Dec (AH, DH); the first northbound Violet-greens rarely arrive before mid-Feb. Nine Barn Swallows from four westside locations 1-18 Dec were thought to be late southbound birds, as limited lingering into Dec is expected. However, Barn Swallows arriving in mid-Jan, typically in a peculiar state of molt, are thought to originate from newly established breeding populations in s. South America. Thirty-one such Barns were noted from 11 westside locations 8 Jan-28 Feb. Also fitting this pattern were 5 Barns at Wenatchee 28 Jan-5 Feb (M. Robinson) and another at Northrup Pt., Grant 19 Feb (RS, BW); midwinter Barn Swallows were virtually unknown on the eastside prior to Jan 2003. A Mountain Chickadee x Black-capped Chickadee hybrid graced Grand Coulee, Grant 14 Jan (RS, BT, CW, BL); this cross is being reported with increasing frequency.

[image: ]
This Barn Swallow at Northrup Point, Grant County, Washington 19 February 2012 is a first-cycle bird with pre-formative covert molt partially completed (Peter Pyle, in litt.). The timing of these late winter incursions is coincidental with this species' range expansion into southern South American (Dave Winkler, in litt.). A reasonable and intriguing explanation of this odd phenomenon is that these are birds from the southern South American population that then migrates northward from their wintering grounds in northern South America instead of southward. Photograph by Brad Waggoner
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	Single Rock Wrens at Ediz Hook, Clallam and Sunset Beach, Island continued from fall, while another inhabited Mutiny Bay, Island 7 Feb+ (C. Conn); this species is rare in any season in w. Washington. A Canyon Wren at Beacon Rock, Skamania 11 Dec (WC) was equally rare for the westside and particularly so for the winter months. Beacon Rock is a massive basalt column that has hosted Canyon Wrens in the past. Two Mountain Bluebirds appeared to overwinter on the westside, where they are very rare Dec-Feb; one spent the season at Cape Blanco (TJW), and another inhabited Sequim, Clallam 24 Dec-27 Jan (B. Paige). Single Mountain Bluebirds at Hamilton I., Skamania 1 Dec (WC) and at Blaine, Whatcom 7 Dec (W. Weber) were presumed to have been southbound, while another at Steigerwald L., Skamania 3-24 Feb (fide WC) was likely northbound; small numbers of migrant Mountain Bluebirds stray to the westside in early spring, sometimes as early as late Feb. Fourteen westside Northern Mockingbirds was double the seasonal norm. Improved reporting from Jackson (AC), where this species often breeds and is presumed resident, contributed 6 birds to this tally; 4 mockingbirds enlivened Denman W.M.A., Jackson 17 Dec (B. Hunter). The lone eastside mockingbirds were both in Klamath Falls, with singles noted 17 Dec and 12 Feb (KS). This season's flight of Bohemian Waxwings was exceptional in extreme ne. Oregon but barely spilled over to the south and west. Many large flocks were reported in Wallowa, highlighted by 2000 at Enterprise 17 Jan (JW). Elsewhere, singles visited Bend 24 Jan (T. Kutzen) and Marymoor Park, King 25 Feb + (S. Aagaard); the latter was the only westside detection.
	Up to 13 Lapland Longspurs were in a closed area at the Corvallis airport 3 Dec-13 Jan (WDR); this species is rarely detected in the WV but likely winters in small numbers in the vast tracts of private short-grass fields. A Snow Bunting that wintered at Portland (T. McNamara, m.ob.) and another at Corvallis 20 Dec (fide M. Cutler) were in the WV, where not annual. As is the norm, a large flock wintered along Golf Course Rd. near Enterprise; 550 were counted there on 26 Feb (B. & J. Carlson). On the heels of last fall's McKay's Bunting in Oregon, the Region's 7th inhabited O.S. 11 Dec-12 Feb (D. Weinstein, ph. P. Bannick); this was the 4th McKay's for Washington. This bunting was presumed to be a Snow until closer scrutiny revealed its identity in early Feb. Although now detected annually during winter in the WV, 4 Nashville Warblers found 1 Dec-1 Jan was exceptional. At least 15 Palm Warblers wintered in Curry, mostly on private ranches; 7 around the "blue silos" near Floras Lake 21 Jan (KAn) made the high count for the county. Away from Curry, 13 additional Palms were in w. Oregon, including 3 were together at Tillamook 8 Feb (AF, T. Anderson, W. Gross). The lone Washington Palm (3 is typical) was at O.S. 1 Dec-7 Jan (m.ob.). Black-throated Gray Warblers, not annual in the Region during winter, made appearances at Coos Bay 18 Dec (MP) and at Bremerton, Kitsap 16 Dec (BW); the latter furnishes Washington's 6th winter record. A Townsend's Warbler x Hermit Warbler was at Portland 28 Jan (R. Hodgson); most reports of this hybrid come during the breeding season. Four Hermit Warblers in Oregon 21-31 Dec were at least double the seasonal norm; Oregon has produced all but three of the winter records for the Region. Five westside Common Yellowthroats included singletons at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit through 5 Jan (M. Willison), Nisqually 6 Jan (K. Brady), and Steigerwald L. 11 Feb (S. Senner); this species is less than annual during winter in Washington. Five Wilson's Warblers 5 Dec-9 Jan ties the seasonal record (2008-2009) for the Region. Prior to 1990, there were just seven Dec—Feb records for Oregon and Washington, but since 1990, this species has been detected in most winters. Incredibly, 2 Yellow-breasted Chats were noted during the season; one spent two days at Tiller, Douglas feeder in early Dec (J. Edmonds), and another inhabited a Coos Bay yard 31 Dec+ and was last seen 28 Apr (B. Fields, TR). These are the first chats in the Region during winter since 2001-2002, when there were also two reports; Oregon now has seven winter records, while Washington still awaits its first.
	On the decline in w Washington over the past decade, a goodly 7 American Tree Sparrows were tallied there this season, while one through the period at Floras L. (TR) furnished the only report from w Oregon. Five Chipping Sparrows 4-27 Dec was a typical showing in the WV, where this species is rare but annual in winter. Two Clay-colored Sparrows, both in Oregon, was about half seasonal norm; one was at Airlie, Polk 31 Dec (WDR), and another wintered at Cape Blanco (TJW). The Region's first winter-season Vesper Sparrow since 2005 graced N.S.C.B. (TR). A similarly unexpected Grasshopper Sparrow at Portland's Powell Butte 11 Dec (ph. AH, CH) provided the 8th winter record for the Region and was also the first since 2005. Single Red Fox Sparrows (subspecies group iliaca) were at E. E. Wilson W.M.A. 1 Dec (J. Geier), Fir I., Skagit 1 Dec (RM), and Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 30 Jan (ph. BW, DW, RS); birds of this group are rare but annual in the Region. Two Lincoln's Sparrows were detected in e. Washington this winter, with singles at Helen McCabe SY., Kittitas 15 Jan (S. Downes) and Bridgeport Bar, Okanogan 27 Jan (ST); this species is very rare Jan-Mar in e. Washington. A near-normal 7 Swamp Sparrows were detected in w Washington this winter. A rare eastside Swamp Sparrow was at Bingen, Klickitat 11 Feb (SJ, J. Earls). Five westside Harris's Sparrows approximated the recent norm, while 9 eastside Harris's was a welcome uptick from the abysmal showings of the past decade; 7 of these were in e. Washington, where 2-3 per winter has been the recent norm. Hybrid Golden-crowned x White-crowned Sparrows were again detected, with singles at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 14 Dec (BW), Seattle 22 Dec (M. Metz), and near Nisqually 22 Dec (RS).
	Western Tanagers, now annual in the Region during winter, visited five westside locations 27 Dec-3 Feb; these included three Seattle-area reports 27-31 Dec (fide M. Bartels). A female Black-headed Grosbeak at Eugene 11 Nov+ (J. Siporin) marked the 3rd straight winter that this species has appeared in the Region, where there are now 16 seasonal records. Two separate Dickcissels, photographed a few km apart at Cape Blanco 13 Nov—mid-Jan (TJW) and Langlois 8-13 Dec (KAn), add to just five prior winter records from the Region; these represented the 14th and 15th Oregon records. Yellow-headed Blackbirds are very rare on the outer coast during winter, thus one through the season at Cape Blanco (TJW) was noteworthy. Rusty Blackbirds showed well in w. Washington, with 5 tallied 19 Dec-28 Jan. This season's Hooded Oriole, a species annual during recent winters, remained at Seaside, Clatsop 1 Dec-21 Jan (H. Peterson). A Bullock's Oriole seen sporadically at Myrtle Pt. 6 Jan-5 Feb (R. Foster) represented the 7th winter record for Coos.
	Oregon's 13th Brambling wintered at Woodburn, Marion (ph. L. Long, m.ob.). Five Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches on Saddle Mt., Clatsop 10 Dec (L. Cain) were at one of just two sites in Oregon's Coast Range, where this species occurs somewhat regularly; rosy-finches are annual during fall and winter on Mary’s Peak in w Benton. A Pine Grosbeak visited Gardiner, Jefferson 14 Feb (J. Gatchet), and 2 stopped at Bryant, Snohomish 27 Feb (S. Kostka); this species is rare in the lowlands of w Washington. Up to 4 Pine Grosbeaks were at Tumalo Falls, Deschutes 29 Jan-28 Feb (DHa, PL); this species is less than annual in cen. Oregon. A Cassin's Finch, very rare in lowland Washington, graced North Bend, King 25 Feb (D. Lewis). White-winged Crossbill irruptions often exhibit a dispersal pattern that is somewhat patchwork in appearance, as was the case with this season's incursion. In Oregon, where White-wingeds are rare away from Wallowa in non-invasion years, up to 100 inhabited Tumalo Falls, Deschutes Jan—Feb (DHa, PL). Conversely, they showed modestly in their normal montane haunts in e. Washington, including maxima of 15 at Mt.
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Spokane, Spokane 30 Jan (TL) and 65 at Mary Ann Creek, Okanogan 18 Feb (BW, RS). The White-winged that visited Puyallup, Pierce 8 Jan (CW) was very rare for the w. Washington lowlands, while 2 near Greenwater, Pierce 8 Jan (RS) were in montane habitat where more expected, though still rare. A Regionwide irruption of Common Redpolls was most evident in Washington; the bulk of 475+ tallied on Washington's westside were in that state's north-westernmost counties, with a high count of 210 at L. Terrell, Whatcom 31 Jan (RM, CW). Goodly numbers reached the Puget Trough, but only a handful of redpolls pushed w. of the P.T. and southward into sw. Washington and w Oregon. Fewer than 20 were noted in w Oregon; the most southerly, in Coos 8 Dec (J. Metzler) and 2-21 Jan (K. Johnson), provided that county's 5th and 6th records. As expected, redpolls were most numerous in ne. Washington, highlighted by a flock of 950 near Chesaw, Okanogan 10 Feb (K. Tran); 300 at Nine Mile Canyon, Walla Walla 16 Jan (M&MLD) topped the se. Washington reports. In e. Oregon, the flight was most evident in Wallowa, which gets a few redpolls most winters; 150 at Enterprise 16 Dec (C. Tumer) was the high count. Small flocks strayed as far s. and w. as Klamath and Deschutes, with 30 redpolls through the season at Tumalo Falls (FL). This irruptive event featured reports of 10 different Hoary Redpolls in e. Washington. If correct, this tally would represent a seasonal record, but only about half of these sightings have been documented and submitted to the Washington B.R.C. Washington has just 15 accepted records for Hoary Redpoll, only one of those from the westside. A well-documented Hoary visited Samish I., Skagit 2 Jan (ph. RM). Lesser Goldfinches are extending their range northward beyond Clark, yet there are very few records for nw. Washington, so one at Bellingham 24 Feb (fide MB) was noteworthy. A Regional first Lesser Goldfinch x American Goldfinch hybrid enlivened Tacoma 28 Dec (ph. M. Charest).
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Spring Migration, 2012

Oregon/Washington Region
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Cold and wet springs now seem to be the norm in much of the Region. For the fifth consecutive year, this period was marked by below-normal temperatures and above-normal precipitation. March was especially brutal, evidenced by Seattle recording twice the normal precipitation and average temperatures 3.4° C below normal. The cold and wet conditions moderated during most of April and the first part of May, but cooler and damper conditions returned to finish off the season.
	White-faced Ibis and Franklin's Gulls showed quite well in eastern Washington, with the latter appearing earlier in spring than ever before. Exceptional numbers of Pectoral Sandpipers along with notably rarer Curlew and White-rumped Sandpipers created shorebird excitement in a season that typically produces none. The westward push of eastside landbirds, always a staple of our spring reports, was extraordinary this season. The strong winter finch flight left behind numerous stragglers, with some persisting into April. There was one potential Regional first reported and yet another intriguing addition to Region's long list of hybrids.

Abbreviations: Ankeny (Ankeny N.W.R., Marion); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); McNary (McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough,); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla).

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
Peak northbound flights of Greater White-fronted Geese pushed through during the last week of Apr and the first week of May, with a high count of 2000 at Brownsmead, Clatsop 4 May (MP). Winter holdover Emperor Geese included one at O.S. through 1 Apr (m.ob.) and 2 at Dungeness, Clallam through 30 Apr (fide BB). The early spring build-up of Snow Geese at Sauvie I. peaked at 3000 birds 6 Mar (J. Gatchet, W Gross). A few Snows now stray annually to the Oregon coast; 3 were in Coos 2 Mar-15 Apr (TR), and one lingered at Tillamook through 8 May (M. Clarke). Now nearly annual in the Region, a Snow Goose x Ross's Goose hybrid visited Palix R. estuary, Pacific 5-8 May (J. Hadley, R. Robinson). Now the norm, a blue-morph Snow Goose was detected with white Snows from the Wrangel I., Siberia population at Fir I., Skagit 1 Apr (MW). Ross's Geese flooded into w Washington, with 7 detected (2 are normal) 3 Mar—S May, with a maximum of 4 at Brady Loop, Grays Harbor 14 Apr (ph. L. A. Skillen); one at Coos Bay 15 Apr (TR) made the lone report from w. Oregon. Conversely, just 4 Ross's Geese were noted in e. Washington this spring, including a tardy single at Peone Wetland, Spokane 10 May QI). In e. Oregon, 10 Ross's at Houston L., Crook 16 Apr (TC) was an excellent count away from favored sites in the Great Basin. Single Brant, barely annual away from salt water, were at Grants Pass 1 Mar (ph. J. Wallace) and Washougal, Clark 14-17 Apr (BF); the former is only the 2nd for Josephine, where the introduced moffitti Canada Goose is the only expected Branta. Single Trumpeter Swans at Mud L., Skagit 16 May (fide M. Jordan) and the Samish R. mouth, Skagit 19 May (RM) were about a month after the normal westside departure date for this species; Trumpeters have lingered into May and beyond more frequently over the past decade. Four Tundra Swans at McNary 5 May (M. O'Malley) were about three weeks tardy.
	On par with the past five years, 25 Eurasian Wigeons were noted in e. Washington; the latest was at Calispell L., Pend Oreille 25 May (TL). Away from the Klamath Basin, just 6 Eurasians were reported in e. Oregon 1 Mar-16 Apr; up to 4 inhabited La Grande 18-23 Mar (TB). Single Mallard x Gadwall hybrids were detected at Marymoor, King 19-27 Apr (MH) and Samish Flats, Skagit 25 Apr (RM); this cross is not found annually in the Region. Blue-winged Teal at N.S.C.B. 9 Mar (TR) were exceptional, as this species rarely winters in the Region, and northbound migrants typically do not arrive before late Apr. Lake Abert, Lake continues to be an important stopover for migrant Northern Shovelers, as evidenced by a tally of 16,302 there on 13 Apr (S. Dougill). For the 2nd consecutive spring, Eurasian Teal showed poorly, with just 4 noted 3-10 Mar. More surprising was the lack of Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal reports; in recent years, the Region has averaged about 10 Eurasian Teal and nearly as many intergrades during spring.
	Holdover wintering Tufted Ducks remained at Montlake Fill, King through 13 Mar (K. Slettebak) and at Camas, Clark through 18 Mar (L. Topinka, mob.). Present since Jul 2009, the female King Eider (Washington's 20th) was last noted at O.S. on 19 Mar (MW). Formerly very rare inland during spring, Surf Scoter is now found annually Mar—May away from marine waters. Four inland Surfs were noted on the westside 12 Mar-3 Apr, while another at Reardan, Spokane 26 May+ (GF) was e. Washington's 3rd spring record since 2002.
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Four White-winged Scoters off Wanapum S.P., Kittitas 11 Mar (SDs) add to just 11 prior seasonal records for e. Washington, though this species has now been detected in six of the past seven springs. Five Long-tailed Ducks together at Wanapum S.P. 11 Mar (SDs) was noteworthy for e. Washington, where this species is barely annual in spring; another near Pomeroy, Garfield 2 Apr provided a rare report away from the Columbia R. (GB).
	A Pacific Loon, rare during spring in e. Washington, was at Vantage, Kittitas 13 May (M. Roening). The 23,000 Pacifics that streamed past Boiler Bay 24 Apr (PP) marked the peak of the coastal flight. Nine Yellow-billed Loons were about double the seasonal norm. These included one that was more than 5 km off Newport 5 May (GGi) and a late bird at Drayton Harbor, Whatcom 27 May (D. Abbott, M. Blanton, M. E Mathis); a wintering eastside bird was last seen at Wenatchee, Chelan 16 Mar (G. Rohde). Up to 3 Red-necked Grebes were along the Columbia R. at Troutdale, Multnomah 6 Apr+ (B. Stites, E. Carlson, m.ob.); although hatch-year Red-necked Grebes are found annually away from salt water on the westside, spring reports are less than annual. An unremarkable 2 Clark's Grebes were detected in w Washington 1 Mar-7 Apr.
	Off Newport, Oregon, through the end of Mar, "sea surface temperature and deep water temperatures on the Continental Shelf were among the coldest values since the first collected records in 1997" (R. Runcie, <http://pacoos.org/QuarterlyUpdate_Climatic/JanFebMar12.pdf>). Although sea surface temperatures trended upward later in the spring, the season remained cooler than average. This season's offshore coverage was better than usual, with reports from a NOAA research cruise in early Mar, four cruise ships, five land-based day trips, and several incidental sightings from other research and fishing trips.
	Seven Laysan Albatross, 3 off Washington and 4 off Oregon, was half of the 2011 total but still represented an above-average spring. Sightings of Short-tailed Albatrosses, now annual in the Region, included an ad./subad. observed from a cruise ship 90 km w. of Cape Lookout, Tillamook 13 May (K. Aanerud) and a juv. seen at Willapa Canyon, Pacific 4 (K. Lane) & 15 May (M. Dragiewicz), probably the same individual each time. Northern Fulmars were remarkably scarce, with one bird 21 Apr (BL) representing the lone encounter during two Westport trips. Cruise ship forays once again accounted for all of the season's Murphy's Petrels. This year's haul included 2 in Curry, 3 in Coos, one in Lane, and one in Lincoln 17 Apr (RM, BW, PEL). A single Murphy's was 77 km sw. of La Push, Clallam 11 May (PEL). Four Mottled Petrels were in U.S. waters 72-80 km offshore over Nitinat Canyon, Clallam 3 Apr, and 3 were 43-54 km offshore over Astoria Canyon, Pacific 5 Apr (ph. RM, SMi). A Cook's Petrel was 45 km off Cape Blanco, Curry 17 Apr (B. Carlson, PEL, RM, BW, DW). There are only a few accepted reports of this species in Oregon. A Short-tailed Shearwater, very rare in inland marine waters, flew past Bainbridge I., Kitsap 10 Mar (J. Acker); most such records have been Nov-Jan. A dozen Short-taileds were still off Westport 21 Apr (BL, BT), and one was off La Push 11 May (PEL). Nine Manx Shearwaters 5 Mar-20 May approximates the recent seasonal average; all 5 Washington birds were offshore, while all 4 Oregon's reports came from shore at Boiler Bay 7-10 May (PP). An Ashy Storm-Petrel reported from a cruise ship off Oregon 14 May (JG, OS) adds to several other cruise ship reports from that state in recent years, though only two have been accepted by the Oregon B.R.C. Most reports involve birds that were seen either briefly or at distances where they could not be photographed.
	With the recent establishment of the westside's first breeding colony—at Miller Sands, Clatsop—American White Pelicans now appear annually along the lower Columbia R. in sw. Washington, where formerly rare; this season's high count was 32 at Grays Bay, Wahkiakum 6 May (R. Taylor). This species remains rare n. of sw. Washington; 30+ were noted from eight locations, with 4 at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit 19 May being the most northerly (D. Abbott). The northward push of Brown Pelicans into the Region, which formerly did not occur until mid-summer, now commences in Apr/May; 700 Brown Pelicans at Westport, Grays Harbor 5 May (DW) likely set a new spring record for Washington. In light of these numbers, it is perhaps surprising that no Brown Pelicans were noted in the P.T. or in the Strait of Juan de Fuca for the 2nd consecutive spring. Once again, Great Egrets were noted at their only known w Washington breeding location at Kalama, Cowlitz, with 5 seen on nests 14 Apr (R. Koppendrayer). Egrets were also maintaining at least one nest at the newly discovered colony at Scappoose, Columbia (B. Pierce); prior to 2008, Great Egrets had not nested along the lower Columbia River. An apparent Great Egret x Great Blue Heron hybrid was at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 6-23 May (†M. Bartels); there are no previous records of this cross in the Region, and we have found only one other reference to a bird suggestive of this cross (<http://home.earthlink.net/pomarine/id22.html>). Given the Region's great distance from the range of Great White Heron, it seems highly unlikely that this is a Wurdemann's Heron (Great Blue x Great White cross). A Glossy Ibis at Malheur 21 May (†TR) adds to four previous records for Oregon; this species, which is expanding its range, was detected at Malheur each spring 2006-2009 and is likely now annual there, even though detection requires sifting through the tens of thousands White-faced Ibis breeding on and around the refuge.

[image: ]
Two White-rumped Sandpipers stopped off at Reardon, Lincoln County, Washington 29-30 (here 29) May 2012, providing the state’s fifth record of the species. Photograph by Jon Isacoff.

White-faced Ibis have always shown an irruptive pattern in the Region, but a decided uptick in the number of spring overshoots over the past 15 years has coincided with dramatic increases in the Region's breeding population. Prior to 1980, just a few hundred pairs bred at Malheur, but there are now 20,000+ pairs nesting there; large colonies have become established in Klamath and Lake as well. Despite this, none were seen during the past two springs and summers in e. Washington, but this year, they showed well, with 41 birds at six locations 8-27 May. In w Washington, singles visited Skagit W.M.A. 19 May (GB) and Spencer I., Snohomish 22 May (P Booth). In Oregon, the only strays away from breeding areas were one at Bend 21 Apr (L. Rems) and 15 at F.R.R. 15 May (RR).
	A Red-shouldered Hawk inhabited Ridgefield 5 Mar-2 May (SC, S. Thorp), and another was at Willow Grove, Cowlitz through 12 Mar (J. Jendro); this species is rare but annual in sw. Washington, where presumed breeding remains undocumented. On the westside, where formerly exceptionally rare at any season, Swainson's Hawks have been found each spring over the past decade. This season, 4 appeared in w. Washington 23 Apr-13 May, and a westside record 7 enlivened the Portland airport 28 May (CHa). A Ferruginous Hawk at Troutdale, Multnomah 4 Apr (JG) was the westside's first spring report since 2006. Five Gyrfalcons 1 Mar-18 Apr was on par with recent springs. 
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A Prairie Falcon at Troutdale 17 May (G. Cantebury) was late for the WV, where this species winters but does not breed. Six westside Sandhill Cranes 21-24 May were late, as this species normally vacates the westside by the first week of May; singles at Cape Blanco 23 May (K. Andersson, L. Miller) and Coos Bay 24 May (E Petock) were on Oregon's s. coast, where rare at any season.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS Five Black-bellied Plovers, now found annually during spring in e. Washington, appeared at four locations 20 Apr-8 May. A Black-bellied at Roseburg 22 Apr (K. Phifer) was highly unusual for the Umpqua Valley, which is generally devoid of shorebird habitat. An American Golden-Plover was near Bridgeport, Douglas 27 May (MS); there are only six previous eastside records for northbound (Apr—Jun) birds. Five westside Pacific Golden-Plovers 19 Apr-13 May was a typical spring showing. A Snowy Plover at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 21-30 Apr (ph. D. Lambert) was only the 6th for the P.T., all but one of which has been since 2003; other than one Sep record, all previous records have been in May. Another Snowy at Ankeny 26 May (RG) was most unexpected, as there are very few WV records for this species. After a no-show last spring, Black-necked Stilts returned to w. Washington, including 10 at Sylvana, Snohomish 23 Apr (MB), with one remaining there through 1 May (m.ob.) and one at Seattle 2 May (T. Brennan). This season's westside American Avocets were a single at Nisqually 26 May (D. Schurman, W. Wheeler, L.A. Skillen) and 2 at F.R.R. 15 May (RR); avocets are now annual in the Willamette Valley. A Wandering Tattler, rare at any time in the PT., visited P.N.P. 23 May (VN); the last spring record for this species in the P.T. was in 2005. A rare westside Upland Sandpiper was on N.S.C.B. 25 May (KC, DL). Although Whimbrels are uncommon in the P.T. and annual farther s. in the WV in spring, this season's interior passage was exceptional. An impressive 500+ gathered at Camano I., Island 15 May (MW) and 67—including a flock of 50 at Molalla, Clackamas 18 May (J. Jones)—were noted from six WV locations 11-21 May Long-billed Curlews, rare on the westside away from the outer coast, included singles at Ridgefield 18 Apr (SC), Ankeny 29 Apr (DI), and Stanwood, Snohomish 11 May (MW). Two Hudsonian Godwits graced Columbia N.WR., Grant 4 May (G. Warrick); there are only about 14 previous records of northbound birds in the Region, fairly evenly split between westside and eastside. Marbled Godwits, rare away from the outer coast in w. Washington, showed well, with 6 noted at four locations 10 Apr-4 May. In e. Washington, where equally rare, northbound migrants visited Scooteney Res., Franklin 24 Apr (K. Black), W.W.R.D. 12 May (M&MLD), Stratford L., Grant 12 May (TL), and Swallows Park, Asotin 18 May (K. Carlson). A Red Knot, not annual in the P.T. during spring, was at Crockett L., Island 22 May (MB). Though uncommon as fall migrants in e. Washington, Sanderlings are not quite annual during spring, so one at W.W.R.D. 26 May (M&MLD) was noteworthy. Semipalmated Sandpipers are rare throughout Washington during spring, especially so on the outer coast. Five in w Washington included 2 on the outer coast at Neah Bay; Clallam 21 May (N. Ball). In e. Washington, 2 were at Davenport, Lincoln 1 May (JI), and one visited Soap L., Grant 8 May (MY). Washington as a whole averages about 3 per spring. Two White-rumped Sandpipers at Reardan, Spokane 29-30 May (ph. JI) were the 4th and 5th for Washington, where all detections have occurred late May—early Jul. A Baird's Sandpiper was at Soap L., Grant 12 May (MY), and 4 visited Reardan 19 May (J1); this species is rare but annual during spring in e. Washington. In Washington, where fewer than 10 is a typical seasonal tally, Pectoral Sandpipers staged an exceptional invasion; 228 were tallied on the westside 14-22 May, including a maximum of 30 at Coupeville, Island 22 May (MB, MH). Thirty-seven more Pectorals were noted in e. Washington, with a maximum of 22 at Reardan 22 May (JI). Strangely, only 2 Pectorals were reported from Oregon. An alternate-plumaged ad. Curlew Sandpiper, Washington's 11th, brightened Ocean City, Grays Harbor 20 May (ph. CW, R. Furbush); there are two previous May records, with all others Jul—early Oct. For the 8th straight spring, a northbound Ruff graced the Region; this year's bird was at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 17 May (R. Sullivan, K. Norton). A Wilson's Phalarope at N.S.C.B. 14 May (TR) was the only coastal report. Storm-driven Red Phalaropes appeared in modest numbers along the coasts of both states 12 Mar-1 Apr; 500 Reds at N.S.C.B. 17 Mar (TR), 100 at Floras L., Curry the same day, and 70 at N.S.C.B 22 May (TR) were the only counts of more than 14 birds. During the northbound passage in May, single Red Phalaropes strayed inland to the Philomath sewage ponds on 3 & 21 May (WDR).
	An ad. Red-legged Kittiwake 69 km off Clallam 3 Mar (ph. RM, SMi) was Washington's 9th and the 17th for the Region. An early Sabine's Gull. was off Jefferson 19 Mar (M. Dragiewicz); records before mid-Apr are few. Six Sabine's at Eliza I., San Juan 16 May (K. Lane) were highly unusual in the P.T. during spring, so a group of 58 at P.N.P. 25 May (BW, VN) was truly astounding; the only higher tally for inland w. Washington was of 135 at P.S.B. on 3 Jun 2010. The only Sabine's away from marine waters was at Philomath, Benton 3 May (WDR). Single Franklin's Gulls, which are not quite annual on the westside in spring, strayed to Boiler Bay 14 May (PP), Admiralty Inlet, JeffersonlKitsap 5-26 May (D. Johnson, VN), and Dungeness Bay, Clallam 21-25 May (M. Salvadalena). In e. Washington, a Franklin's Gull at Clarkston 13-24 Mar was well over six weeks early and provided Washington's first Mar record (ph. MB). Three at the same locale 12 Apr (ph. C. Temple) represented just the 3rd Apr record for Washington. Thereafter, Franklin's Gulls invaded e. Washington, with 65 detected May 12+; these included a Washington record 39 at W.W.R.D. 26 May (M&MLD). Heermann's Gulls rarely reach the Strait of Juan de Fuca or the PT. before Jun, so singles at P.N.P. 6 May (VN), Port Angeles 8 May (M. Salvadalena), and Friday Harbor, San Juan 29 May (C. Gouiart) were noteworthy. A Mew Gull visited Potholes Res., Grant 29 Apr (D. Stephens) providing only the 8th Apr—Jun record for e. Washington. A Herring Gull still at W.W.R.D. 27 May (RS, CW) was about three weeks tardy. Washington's 17th Iceland Gull, a first-cycle bird that wintered near Clarkston, Asotin, remained through 13 Mar (C. Riddell); an ad. Iceland was in this area during spring 2011. A Glaucous-winged Gull at Malheur 30 Mar (WH) provided one of just a few Harney records. Although only about half the recent spring average, 13 Glaucous pulls was on par with the long-term seasonal norm. The latest, a first-cycle bird at Malheur 18-25 May (ph. S. Norris, J. Meredith), was truly exceptional; Glaucous is rarely found away from the Columbia R. on Oregon's eastside.
	Three Black Terns, rare during spring in w Washington, visited Ridgefield 13 May (S. Carpenter); singles at Fernhill Wetlands 12 May (M. French) and Tualatin N.W.R. 19 May (D. Leal) were the only WV birds away from the breeding colony at F.R.R. Three South Polar Skuas seen from a cruise ship 14 May off Oregon (JG, OS) made a good spring tally. Parasitic Jaegers, very rare during spring in the P.T., included one at P.N.P. 23 May (VN) and 2 at Semiahmoo; Whatcom 27 May (P. Wegener). Ten ad. Long-tailed Jaegers seen from a cruise ship off the cen. Oregon coast 17 Apr (PEL, RM, BW) appear to be the Region's earliest sightings by two days. Pairs of Marbled Murrelets.50 km and 56 km off Cape Alava, Clallam 3 Mar (RM, SMi) were unexpected, as this species is rarely encountered more than a few km from shore. A Crested Auklet reported from a cruise ship 14 May off Oregon (JG, OS) would be the Region’s first if accepted. Horned Puffins showed well, perhaps related to the bounty of beached birds.
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SA Since spring 2006, increasing offshore coverage during early spring has proven that Parakeet Auklets are regular visitors from at least late Mar through early May. Even in the context of new paradigm, the spring of 2012 was astounding, with 875+ found, exceeding the cumulative total of all prior sightings of this species in the Region! This total includes tallies of 21 off Clallam, 358 off Grays Harbor, 438 off Pacific, and 33 off Tillamook 3-6 Mar (RM, SMi). Additionally, 19 were off Westport 21 Apr (BL, BT, CW), and 2 were off La Push, Clallam 11 May (PEL). In Oregon waters, observers aboard a northbound cruise ship had 7 Parakeet Auklets off Curry and 4 more off Coos 17 Apr (JW et al.). The huge early Mar tallies suggest that perhaps significant numbers of this species winter in the Region's deeper offshore waters, but their presence and numbers closer to shore during the Apr Westport foray may be attributable to this season's colder-than-normal ocean temperatures.

One was found drifting in the surf at Grayland, Gray Harbor 3 Mar (ph. Peter Can); the Region averages about one inshore bird per spring. Three offshore singles were seen in Oregon waters 17 Apr-5 May. Tufted Puffins are rarely reported before Apr, so one over Nitinat Canyon, Clallam 3 Mar and 7 over Willapa Canyon, Pacific 5 Mar (RM, SMi) were notable. 
	Snowy Owls were holdovers from the winter season; these included groups of 3 at Stanwood, Snohomish through 31 Mar (m.ob.) and 5 at O.S. through 8 Apr (m.ob.). One Snowy persisted through the spring season and most of the summer at Zumwalt Prairie, Wallowa (fide DT). The peak count for northbound Black Swifts along the Oregon coast was 36 at N.S.C.B. 18 May (KC, DL). Coos's 2nd White-throated Swift was near Bethel Mt. 13 May (TR); this species is less than annual w. of the Cascades. A Black-chinned Hummingbird graced Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 9 May (WC); most w. Washington records of this species are from Skamania. A displaying Anna's Hummingbird was at Yakima 3 Mar (SDs); Anna's are increasingly reported during winter in e. Washington, but breeding birds are not known beyond Klickitat. Twenty westside Calliope Hummingbirds 27 Apr-12 May was a drop-off from recent spring tallies, and the earliest arrivals were two or three weeks later than most years; 9 were noted in w Washington, where prior to 2007 this species was considered less than annual. An astounding swarm of 200 Calliopes at feeders near Keller, Ferry 20 May (R. Raebell) far surpasses any count for the Region. A male Broad-tailed Hummingbird enlivened Fields, Harney 29 May (AC).
	Lewis's Woodpeckers had re-established themselves as annual spring visitors to w. Washington over the past decade but did not appear this year. Only 2 were noted from w. Oregon, with one at Hillsboro, Washington 3 May (M. Wilkinson) and another at Gresham, Multnomah 13 May (AH, CH, ES). The wintering Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at E.E. Wilson W.M.A., Benton was last seen 22 Mar (J. Geier). A Red-naped Sapsucker at Seattle 2930 Apr (ph. D. Paulson) furnished the only w Washington report; "pure" individuals of this species remain quite rare in the w. Washington lowlands.

PASSERINES
Olive-sided Flycatchers showed up early at several locations 17-21 Apr, with one at Brookings 17 Apr (D. Munson) tying Oregon's record early date. Prior to 2007, Least Flycatchers were considered very rare in w Washington. Since then, several per year have been the norm, with most detections coming late May—Jun. This spring, one Least visited Corkindale, Skagit 22 May+ (RK), and Kitsap's first graced Bainbridge I. 25 May (ph. BW). Only 2 Least Flycatchers were noted in e. Washington, one near College Place, Walla Walla 26 May (M&MLD), the other at Cheney, Spokane 28 May (GF). Oregon's only Least was near Sisters, Deschutes 22 May (PL). Single Gray Flycatchers were at Corkindale, Skagit 1-2 (RM) & 12 May (RM, T. Manns, J. Day). There are only about 15 records for Gray Flycatcher in w. Washington. Once again, Dusky Flycatchers showed well in w. Washington, with 30+ detections 23 Apr+; at least 22 were in the upper Skagit R. valley, Skagit/Whatcom, including 6 at Newhalem, Whatcom 2 May (RM, BW). A Dusky at Puyallup, Pierce 23 Apr (CW) was w. Washington's earliest by about a week. Prior to 2006, Dusky Flycatchers were not found annually in w. Washington's lowlands. A Dusky at Astoria 13 May (MP) was on Oregon's outer coast, where less than annual. This spring's only w Washington reports of Black Phoebes involved two pairs at Ridgefield 25 Apr+ (fide RH); this locale has provided Washington's only breeding records. While only 7 westside Say's Phoebes were reported in Oregon, some 38 flooded into w Washington 13 Mar-13 May; the previous seasonal record was where 24, in 2008. Significant among these were 10 Say's at five locations in ne. Skagit 4 Apr (RM), a coastal single at Tatoosh I. 8-10 Apr (R. Paine, T. Wootton), and the latest at Stanwood, Snohomish 13 May (C. Riddell), which was about a month outside the expected Mar—Apr window for this annual flight. Prior to 2004, w Washington averaged a mere 2 Say's per spring. Washington's 5th Vermilion Flycatcher, which wintered at Ridgefield, remained through 9 Mar (S. Hagen). A Tropical Kingbird at Newport 4 Mar (WH) was a seasonal first; virtually all of the Region's records for this species come Oct—Nov with a handful of winter reports. The westside passage of Western Kingbird was highlighted by daily maxima of 11 at the Portland airport 23 Apr (CHa) and 9 at Corkindale 17 May (RM, RK); coastal birds, now rare but annual in Washington, included one at Johns R., Grays Harbor 6 May (R. Lawson), one at Hobuck Beach 13-28 May (NB), and 3 at Wa'atch R., Clallam 22 May (RM).
	Eight westside Loggerhead Shrikes-4 in each state-28 Mar+ was more than double the seasonal norm; one discovered 1 Apr at Troutdale (DI, SF) persisted there into Jun. The season's only Blue Jays were at Yakima 29 Mar-3 May (K. Lucas) and Hagg Lake, Washington 19 May (AF). Six Western Scrub-Jays at Yakima 29 Mar (K. Lucas) were evidence of the modest population now established in the Yakima Valley. A Black-billed Magpie visited Newhalem, Whatcom 17-18 Apr (fide RM); this species is normally very rare in w Washington, but one or 2 wandering birds have been noted in most reporting periods over the past three years. A Bank Swallow at Tillamook 28 May (W. Gross) was an unusual find on the n. Oregon coast, where less than annual. A pair of Oak Titmice at Winston, Douglas 18 May (L. Mountainspring) represents the northernmost outpost for this species. The 2 wintering Rock Wrens on Whidbey I., Island persisted through 28 Mar (C. Corin, RM). Migrant Rock Wrens stray

An unprecedented eight Sage Thrashers were detected in western Washington in spring 2012, including this one, which provided a Kitsap County first on 14 May. Photograph by Brad Waggoner.
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into the n. Oregon Coast Range in most springs; this season's birds were on Mary’s Peak, Benton 14 May (H. Herlyn) and on Saddle Mt. 30 May (MP). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher near Monmouth, Polk 15 May (WDR) was in the WV, where there are fewer than 10 records. Of-the staggering 218 Mountain Bluebirds found in w. Washington 8 Mar-6 May, 185 were in the upper Skagit R. valley, Skagit. Only now is this rich migration corridor receiving extensive coverage. Also of note were 9 coastal Mountain Bluebirds at three coastal locations 25 Mar-6 May Given the numbers in w. Washington, it is perhaps surprising that 2 Mountain Bluebirds at Gresham 30 Mar (AH, CH) were the only ones detected in w. Oregon. Reports of migrant Townsend's Solitaires w of the Cascades in Washington were few this spring, though a coastal bird at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 27 Apr was of note (E. Barber, RM). A Gray Catbird was at Corkindale, Skagit 17-18 May (RM, RK); though very rare in w Washington, catbirds probably bred at this location during 2010. Eleven Northern Mockingbirds 6 Apr+ was supra-normal, with all but 2 found w. of the Cascades; this marks a reversal of last spring's pattern, when all but one of 6 mockingbirds were on the eastside. Ten westside Sage Thrashers 3 Apr-22 May qualifies as an invasion. An astonishing 8 were in w. Washington, where this species is not recorded annually; a coastal bird at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 6 May (NB) and Kitsap's first, at Bainbridge I. 14 May (BW), were particularly noteworthy A Brown Thrasher at Langlois 24-26 May (KA) was Curry's 2nd; this species is nearly annual in Oregon, with reports from all seasons. A Bohemian Waxwing, rare in w Washington, remained at Marymoor through 10 Apr (MH).
	An Ovenbird at Malheur 22 May (TR) was the Region's first spring-season detection since 2005; most reports of northbound birds come during Jun. As is typical, 4 of the season's 6 Black-and-white Warblers visited Harney oases 21-29 May; singles at Diablo; Whatcom 25 May (†RK) and Ephrata, Grant 29 May (†MY) were in Washington, which averages about one per year. This season's Tennessee Warblers were singles at Bend 20 May (T. Kutzen) and Malheur 27 May (AC). A pair of American Redstarts near Bellingham 26-27 May (K. Lane) suggests local breeding, as spring migrants are very rare; there are two known breeding locales for this species in w Washington. Single migrant redstarts passed through Malheur 26 May (AC) and Fields 28 May (AC). Oregon's 15th Cape May Warbler was at Frenchglen, Harney 12 May (ph. R. Vetter). Single Northern Parulas at Malheur 25 & 30 May (AC) represented a typical spring showing in se. Oregon. Harney also yielded the season's only Chestnut-sided Warbler: a male enlivened Fields 28 May (T. Shelmerdine). A Blackpoll Warbler at Bend 18 May (C. & M. Miller) marks the 6th consecutive spring that a northbound bird has been detected on the eastside; historically, the bulk of the Region's reports have involved southbound young birds. The first northbound Black-throated Blue Warbler since 2009 was s. of Fields along Cottonwood Cr. 26 May (B. Archer). An impressive flight of 3760 Yellow-rumped Warblers was noted at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 23 Apr May (BW): counts of 3000+ for this species in Kitsap in the cen. P.T. have occurred in three consecutive springs. A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Bandon 9 Mar (KS) was fully three weeks early and had perhaps wintered locally Black-throated Grays are not often found e. of the Columbia R. in e. Washington during spring, so singles at Sun Lakes ST., Grant 12 May (TL) and Bennington L., Walla Walla 29 May (MLD) were noteworthy. A Hermit Warbler at Bandon 9 Mar (KS) had almost certainly wintered nearby, as it was five weeks ahead of the earliest northbound arrivals. A migrant near Port Gamble, Kitsap 30 May (M. O'Brien) was also significant, as this species is quite rare in the P.T., just a short distance n. of its breeding range. The Yellow-breasted Chat that wintered at Coos Bay was last seen 28 Apr (B. Fields). Two chats in w Washington 8 May+ is consistent with recent springs, yielding further evidence of this species' ongoing comeback in w Washington.
	The only westside American Tree Sparrow, which wintered at Floras L., Curry, disappeared after 3 Mar (KA, TR). A Clay-colored Sparrow at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 19 May (ph. BW) made just the 6th record in the Mar—May window for w. Washington, though this species has now been detected there in three of the past four spring seasons. Brewer's Sparrows strayed to the westside in impressive numbers, with 9 widely scattered birds 9 Apr-20 May; 2 per spring w. of the Cascades has been the recent norm. Single Brewer's at Heceta Head, Lane 12 May (D. Pettey) and at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 20 May (ph. NB) were on the coast, where still less than annual Mar-May. Vesper Sparrows are not often found away from their limited breeding outposts in w. Washington, but it appears that the Skagit R. valley may be a regular migration corridor for this species; 30 detected there 5 Apr-25 May was astounding. At least 2 territorial Vespers were in the Langlois area 21 Apr+ (PS, TR); these birds
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On the heels of Washington's first ever last spring, another Lawrence's Goldfinch appeared, this one at Keyport, Kitsap County 20-21 (here 21) May 2012, providing the fifth record for the Oregon and Washington region. Photograph by Brad Waggoner.

likely represent the Region's only coastal breeders. Stray Lark Sparrows at Neap Bay, Clallam 21 May (fide RM) and at Skagit W.M.A. 22-24 May (ph. MW) were in w. Washington, where there are fewer than 20 spring records. Another at McKenzie Bridge, Lane (M. Nikas) was in the Willamette R. watershed, which averages about one per spring. Black-throated Sparrows staged a record invasion w. of Cascades; 17 noted 9-31 May included pairs of birds at Troutdale 10-12 May (T. Anderson, m.ob.) and s. of Ashland, Jackson 28 May (P. Trail). By May 27, 2 Black-throated Sparrows had returned to Vantage (S. Giles), a Washington site where they are now nearly annual during the breeding season. A Sage Sparrow at Clarkston, Asotin 3 Mar (JI) in far se. Washington was a surprise away from this species' shrub-steppe breeding habitat. Western Washington's 10th Sage Sparrow visited Ridgefield 11 Apr (RH); most records are from Feb—Mar. Two Grasshopper Sparrows appeared at coastal locations; one was at Newport 20 May (R. Wing), -and the other at Neah Bay 22-23 May (RM) made just the 3rd spring record (8th overall) for w. Washington. A Slate-colored Fox Sparrow visited Newhalem, Whatcom 23 Apr (RM); birds of this subspecies group are rarely encountered on the westside. In the wake of slight rebound during the preceding winter season, 5 Harris's Sparrows—including 3 long-staying individuals—were noted 1 Mar-22 Apr; surprisingly, none were detected in Washington. A dark-lored White-crowned Sparrow (Z. I. leucophrys or oriantha) visited Diablo, Whatcom 23 Apr (RM). Only a handful of records of such birds exist for w. Washington. Rare for far e. Washington, single 
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Golden-crowned Sparrows were at Davenport, Lincoln 1-14 May (JI) and Rock L., Whitman 12 May (M. Crawford). A Golden-crowned x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid was again detected, with one at Seattle 25 Apr (J. Gunn).
	A male Summer Tanager at Lakeview, Lake 17 May (D. Wenzel) was the 2nd in as many springs in Oregon, after several years with no Mar—May reports from the Region. Lingering overwintering Western Tanagers included one at Seattle through 3 Mar (T. Catford) and another at Rainier Beach, King through 23 Mar (E. Smith). Seven Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 28 Apr+ were subpar by recent standards. Two Black-headed Grosbeaks at Issaquah, King 7 Apr were about two weeks early (L. Schwitters). A Lazuli Bunting at Naselle, Pacific 22 May (A. Richards) was very rare for coastal Washington. This season's Indigo Buntings brightened Fort Klamath, Klamath 16 May (K. Bratcher) and La Grande, Union 17 May (TB). Possibly a returning bird from 2010, an Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Bunting hybrid was near Cougar, Cowlitz (R. Koppendrayer); there are only three prior records for Washington. A female Painted Bunting that appeared at a Bandon feeder 1 Mar persisted there for nearly six weeks (ph. M. Ayers); this is the 5th for Oregon.
	A Bobolink near Stanwood, Snohomish 1920 May (G. & S. Aslanian) was only about the 3rd spring bird over the past decade in w Washington. Six Tricolored Blackbirds at College Place, Walla Walla 20 May (M&MLD) were away from known breeding colonies in Whitman and Grant; this species first appeared in the mid-Columbia Basin in 2003. This season's Common Grackle dropped in at Hart Mountain National Antelope Refuge 14 May (K. Lopez); this species is annual in se. Oregon during May and Jun. All but 2 of Oregon's 9 Great-tailed Grackles were in se. Oregon; westside singles visited Medford 17 May (J. Tufts) and Cape Blanco 18 May (T.J. Wahl). Hooded Orioles have been annual in se. Oregon of late; this season's bird graced Klamath Falls 10 May (C. Bienz). Three Baltimore Orioles 14-29 May were all in Harney.
	Pine Grosbeaks occasionally wander to westside lowlands during winter season irruptions, but this spring, no fewer than 11 visited lowland sites in w. Washington 2 Apr-23 May; 9 at Marblemount, Skagit 7 Apr (RK, PW) highlighted these reports. Similarly, 5 Cassin's Finches strayed to Sauk Valley, Skagit 4 Apr (RM), and Kitsap's first was detected at Bainbridge I. 27 Apr (ph. BW). Twenty White-winged Crossbills, holdovers from the winter flight, were still at Tumalo Falls, Deschutes 1 Mar (PL); these birds were in Oregon's cen. Cascades, where not annual. The latest Common Redpolls from the winter irruption were singles at Seattle 4 Apr (ph. J. Lusk) and College Place, Walla Walla 11 Apr (M&MLD). Additionally, a well-described Hoary Redpoll lingered at Anatone, Asotin through 6 Mar (†G. Sheridan, JI); this redpoll irruption resulted in six reports of Hoaries to the W.B.R.C., but it should be noted that there are only 15 accepted records for Washington. Hard on the heels of Washington's first last spring, another Lawrence's Goldfinch appeared at Keyport, Kitsap 20-21 May (ph. S. & S. Klipper). Additional Lawrence's at Klamath Falls 12 Apr (M. Sargent) and Langlois, Curry 25 May (KA) add to seven antecedent records for Oregon. Lesser Goldfinches continue to explode statewide in Washington. This spring, 11 were noted at eight w. Washington locations away from Clark 1 Apr-30 May, with the northernmost at Bellingham 8 Apr (ph. MB). Three were back at Puyallup, Pierce 30 May (MB); we have just learned that Lesser Goldfinches nested successfully there in 2011, establishing the Region's northernmost breeding record.
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The Nesting Season
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The summer of 2012 was spectacular; mega-rarities dot this column. Regional firsts included an icterid, a warbler subspecies, and a hybrid swallow. Several species provided summer firsts for Washington. A good number of species showed on the wrong side of the Cascades, as eastside birds went west and westside birds went east. Comparatively speaking, the showings of Eastern Phoebe, Northern Parula, and Black-throated Sparrows qualified as mini-invasions.
	The weather was downright cold and wet much of this summer, with persistent dry and warm conditions barely making an appearance before the end of the period. The first two weeks in June were especially cool and rainy, with the northward movements of several species seemingly delayed or at least slowed. On 9 June, attendees of the Washington Ornithological Society convention in Spokane endured non-stop rain and measly high of 51° F.
	The ongoing range expansions of several species forged north, west, and east, with no southward component—indicative of climate changes that we now recognize well. As for the pioneering efforts of our observer base, we acknowledge and applaud those who stray from the beaten path, take a second look at presumed common birds, invest their intellectual curiosity in learning more about the avian communities that surround us, and, most importantly, tell us what they find. Without such efforts and the discoveries that come to light as a result, writing and reading the columns that appear in this journal would be far less informative.

Abbreviations: Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge W.M.A., Lane); F.W. (Fernhill Wetlands, Washington); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); S.J.C.R. (South Jetty Columbia R. Clatsop); S.R.D. (Sandy R. delta, Multnomah); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); WV (Willamette Valley). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Three uninjured Greater White-fronted Geese summered at EW. (AF, SN); this species is less than annual in the WV during summer. Snow Geese are scarce at any season along the Oregon coast and particularly rare May—Sep, so one at Florence 22 Jun was surprising (Z. Stotz). A Ross's Goose inhabiting Coulee City, Grant 13 Jul+ (ph. BW) provided just the 5th summer record for Washington. Three Gray-bellied-type Brant were at Samish I., Skagit 17 Jun (RM); summer records of this type away from their Western High Arctic breeding grounds are few. This season's reports of Black Brant, which summer annually in the Region, included 3 at Destruction I., Jefferson 14 Jun (RM), 2 at Westport, Grays Harbor 28 Jun (BW, SM), one at Midway Beach, Pacific 19 Jul (J. Poelstra), and 4 at O.S. 23 Jul (S. Glynn). Seven tardy Cackling Geese (subspecies minima) stopped briefly at P.N.P. 7 Jun (VN). Most unusual were 7 Aleutian Cackling Geese (B. h. leucopareia) at five coastal locations between Cape Blanco and Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 19 Jun.30 Jul. Previous mid-summer reports of Cackling Geese, all since 2005, have involved either B. h. minima or B. h. taverneri at inland locations, but closer scrutiny of coastal geese is revealing that a few Aleutians may summer in the Region (R. Lowe et al.); northbound Aleutians are normally gone from the Region by mid-May. Another Cackling Goose (subspecies undetermined) was at F.R.R. 11 Jul (NS). Five Trumpeter/Tundra Swans flew over Marymoor Park, King 14 Jun (MH). A Trumpeter Swan was at L. Wenatchee, Chelan 4-6 Jul (A. Jacobs), and a Tundra Swan was near Sprague L., Adams 7 Jun+ (M. Crawford, RH). Aside from the resident Trumpeter at Turnbull N.W.R., there are only about 15 prior summer records for each species, with most occurring over the past few years.
	A Eurasian Wigeon lingering at West Medical L., Spokane 2-11 Jun (MH, BW) adds to just 11 prior summer records, all since 2001. Twelve Northern Pintails flying s. along the coast at the mouth of Tenmile Cr., Coos 29 Jun (DF) were at least two weeks ahead of the record early date for presumed southbound migrants. Although Canvasbacks are rare and local breeders in e. Washington, 21 non-breeders at Calispell L., Pend Oreille 2 Jul (SM, RM, CW) made a record summer count. Similarly, 217 Lesser Scaup on L. Lenore, Grant 4 Jul (SM, RM, CW) was also a seasonal record for the Region. Nearly as remarkable were the 140 Redheads and 140 Ring-necked Ducks gathered with the Canvasbacks at Calispell L. 2 Jul (SM, RM, CW); neither species breeds at this locale. A Surf Scoter continuing from spring at Reardan, Spokane 8 Jun (DW, BW) provided only the 3rd summer record for e. Washington. Single Long-tailed Ducks, not annual during summer, visited Edmonds, Snohomish 28 Jun (D. Duffy) and Port Townsend, Jefferson 29 Jul (B. Sundstrom). A Hooded Merganser at Ochoco Res. (CG, S. Staats) 19 Jun made the first Jun record for Crook.	•
	A breeding-plumaged Common Loon at Laurance L., Hood River 1 Jul (S. Schlick) was in the Oregon Cascades, where ads. summer most years, but nesting attempts are almost nil. Up to 6 Horned Grebes summered at Ridgefield (RH), while 11 at L. Lenore, Grant 4 Jul (SM, CW, RM) was equally unprecedented for e. Washington. 
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Furnishing only the third summer record for Washington, this adult Ruff made a brief stop at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor County 21 July 2012. Photograph by Ryan Shaw
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Despite the presence of suitable habitat, no breeding evidence was noted at either location. The only Clark's Grebes away from the F.R.R. breeding colonies were one at Philomath, Benton 4 Jun (HH) and 2 at F.W. through 9 Jun (AF). Four organized pelagic trips were run out of Newport and Westport 9 Jun-21 Jul. The best find was a Laysan Albatross out of Westport 14 Jul (RS); this species is now detected nearly every summer in the Region's waters. Though now an annual phenomenon, a breathtaking 250,000 Sooty Shearwaters passed Midway Beach, Pacific 28 Jun (BW, SM); more modest passages were noted at S.J.C.R. 2 Jul (MP) and Boiler Bay 25 Jul (R. Hoyer). Upwards of 50 Sooty carcasses washed up on Coos beaches during the last week of Jun (KC, DL); there is no ready explanation for this die-off, which did not seem to affect other tubenoses. A survey conducted by the Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife found 14 Manx Shearwaters off n. Washington 6 Jun-24 Jul, with a daily maximum of 4 on 24 Jul (RM et al.). The only other Manx was out of Westport 30 Jun (RS). American White Pelicans, now erratic summer wanderers in w. Washington, included 20 at O.S. 15 Jun (fide D. Moore), 5 at Ridgefield 25 Jun-18 Jul (RH), 7 at Nisqually 29 Jun-3 Jul (S. Thorp, A. Drauglis), 3 near South Bend, Pacific 14 Jul (M. A. Gillespy), and 2 at Luhr Beach, Thurston 29 Jul (S. Thorp); the newly established Miller Sands, Clatsop nesting colony is likely the source of these birds. Brown Pelicans, rare but now annual during summer in the P.T., included one at Budd inlet, Thurston 23 Jun (BS), 2 at Edmonds, Snohomish 1 Jul (C. Shulze), one near Blake I., King/Kitsap 4-5 Jul (C. Hesselein, L. Shaw), and one at Orcas I., San Juan 5 Jul (fide J. Stark).
	Although Snowy Egrets have summered along Oregon's s. coast in recent years, one at Eugene 5-9 Jun (TMe) appears to be a seasonal first for the Willamette Valley. There have been no documented nestings of Black-crowned Night-Herons w. of the Cascades in nearly a century, and yet they appear annually on the westside in summer. In addition to an ad. at Ankeny N.W.R. 16 Jun (R. Gerig), 2 were at Ridgefield 6 Jun (A. McDonnell) and singles at Tacoma 4 & 19 Jun (M. Charest); the latter reports represent very rare records for the Puget Trough. Four White-faced Ibis at Wilson Creek, Grant 9 Jun (M. Yawney) was the latest report following a modest spring incursion into e. Washington. Another unidentified Plegadis ibis was at E. E. Wilson W.M.A. 5 Jun (J. Geier), and a possible Glossy Ibis visited Bend's Hatfield L. 28 Jul (LR).
	A Broad-Winged Hawk was near Carnation, King 10 Jun (D. Swayne, S. Wood); Washington has only five previous records of northbound Broad-wingeds, spanning early Apr—early Jun. Single Swainson's Hawks visited Stanwood, Snohomish 8 Jun (G. Pagos, G. Rohde) and Neah Bay, Clallam 23 Jun (CW); there are only a handful of summer records for w Washington. A Red-shouldered Hawk was noted at Ridgefield 4 (RS) & 31 Jul (M. Roening); it is unclear if these observations involved the same bird, but there are few summer records for Washington, and breeding in the state has not yet been confirmed. A Rough-legged Hawk near Brothers, Deschutes 4 Jul (W. Hoffman) adds to about five prior summer records for the Region. Sandhill Cranes are rare during summer on the westside. Five were near Carnation, King 10 Jun (E. Kowalczyk), and reports of single birds at Corvallis 10 Jun (R. P Moore) and nearby Finley 22 Jul (WDR) likely involved the same individual. Most unusual was one at Langlois, Curry 1 Jun (K. Andersson), as there is no normal passage along the Oregon coast. Two at Sylvan L., Lincoln 10 Jun (S. Giles) were far removed from the few isolated breeding locales in e. Washington, thus these were thought to be exceptionally late northbound birds.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS Three golden-plovers were noted in Oregon 16 Jun-13 Jul, while none were detected in Washington: an American Golden-Plover was at New River, Coos 16 Jun (KC, DL), and single Pacifics visited Oregon Dunes, Coos 24 Jun (DF) and F.R.R. 13 Jul (JS). On the eastside, Snowy Plovers are rarely found away from known breeding sites in the Great Basin, so one at Hatfield L. 5 Jun (LR) was noteworthy. A surprising Semipalmated Plover visited Othello, Adams 11 Jun (ph. O. Oliver, RH); this species is rarely found during Jun in e. Washington. Over three weeks tardy as a northbound migrant and providing only the 3rd Jun record for w. Washington, a Solitary Sandpiper stopped at Tacoma 2 Jun (BL); the other two records, presumably involving southbound birds, came in late Jun. On the eastside, single Solitaries at Fields, Harney 15 Jun AH, CH, ES) and near Cheney, Spokane 27 Jun (TO)[image: ]
During a Snowy Owl invasion event, it is not unusual to have lingering individuals stay until early April in the Pacific Northwest, but records after mid-April are few. Remarkably, both Oregon and Washington hosted single Snowies in summer 2012, with the Oregon bird providing a first summer record for that state. This bird at Havilla, Okanogan County 12-22 (here 12) July provided Washington's second summer record. Photograph by Brad Waggoner

were about three or four weeks early for southbound migrants; on 14 Jul, more timely singles appeared at Hatfield L. (PL) and Hillsboro, Washington (SN). The bird of the season in Oregon was a Spotted Redshank, an ad. in alternate plumage that was little more than a one-day wonder at F.R.R. 4-5 Jul (B. Uhler, ph. D. Arendt); one at S.J.C.R. 21 Feb-15 Mar 1981 represents the only other record from the Region. Willets are less than annual as northbound migrants in e. Washington, so one near Port of Benton, Benton 12 Jun was noteworthy (J. Abel). A Willet at Florence 9 Jun (L. Cruz) was a good find there, as this species is rarely detected n. of Coos on the Oregon coast. Even rarer was the one that strayed to Philomath 29 Jul (J. & K. Fairchild); Willets are less than annual in the Willamette Valley. Single Whimbrels were detected inland at Redmond, Deschutes 25 Jul (K. Owen) and Hillsboro 31 Jul (D. Manner): A Hudsonian Godwit at S.J.C.R. 30 Jun-2 Jul (LC, m.ob.) was the first southbound ad. found in the Region since 2007; juvs. are now nearly annual Aug—Oct. A Bar-tailed Godwit was at Westport, Grays Harbor 31 Jul (ph. C. Hagenlocher); this species appears annually among the large flocks of Marbleds that use Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor but is much rarer elsewhere in the Region. A Marbled Godwit, generally rare in the P.T., inhabited Blaine, Whatcom 7-9 Jul (P. Wegener), while 90 at Ft. Stevens S.P., Clatsop 15 Jul (SF, DI) was an exceptional 

723  Volume 66 (2012) Number 4, Nesting Season

count for the Oregon coast, where high counts rarely top 100 birds. More notable was one at Clarkston, Asotin 8 Jul (K. Carlson), as this species is not annual during summer in e. Washington. Seventeen Marbleds at Malheur 18 Jul (N.S.) was the high count among several reports from e. Oregon. It should be noted that Oregon counts of Ruddy Turnstones have declined precipitously across the past two decades. Favored Bandon, where tallies occasionally reached triple digits, now gets just a handful of migrants. This season's reports were limited to up to 3 at S.J.C.R. 16-22 Jul (MP, PS) and a rare inland stray at F.R.R. 29 Jul (NS).
	A two-week tardy northbound Semipalmated Sandpiper stopped at Reardan, Lincoln 5 Jun (JI). Southbound Semipalmateds, once considered scarce on the outer Washington coast, have shown in fair numbers in recent summers; 8 at O.S. 24 Jul (BW, T. Aversa) represent a now-typical coastal high count. Nearly half of the Semis reported in Oregon were adults. Three ads. at F.W. 15 Jul (SF, DI) and an ad. and 2 juvs. at F.R.R. 18 Jul (JS) made the daily maxima; the juvs. in the latter group were the first of the season. A Red-necked Stint still sporting alternate plumage at the Siuslaw R. mouth 23 Jul (AC, L. Bloch, ph. TMe) was not nearly as controversial as the basic-aspect bird found in Oregon last summer; most of the Region's 16 records have involved Jun—Jul adults,. A White-rumped Sandpiper at O.S. 26 Jul (ph. D. Marques) provided Washington's 6th record; previous state records have been from late May—early Jul. A Pectoral Sandpiper at Kent, King 14 Jun (CW) was about three weeks late for a northbound bird and four weeks early for a southbound one. Single Dunlins were at Seattle 30 Jun (G. Oliver, K. Slettebak) and
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Salt Creek Falls in eastern Lane County has long been the place to go in Oregon to see Black Swifts, though no nest had been found there or anywhere else in the state. That all changed on 20 July 2013, when Eric Horvath spotted this nest with a brooding adult. Horvath and others captured images that fully documented Oregon's first Black Swift nest. Photograph by Jack Williamson.

near Stanwood, Snohomish 15 Jul (MW; this species is now rare but annual in the P.T. during summer. Four ad. Stilt Sandpipers 6-23 Jul was truly exceptional, as nearly all of the Region's reports involve juvs., which were reported at Floras L., Curry 6 Jul (TR), Stanwood 18 Jul (MW), O.S. 21 Jul (ph. RS, BL, A. Wang), and Astoria 23 Jul (ph. MP). Both states hosted ad. Ruffs: a molting male brightened O.S. 21 Jul (ph. RS, BL, A. Wang; 3rd summer record for Washington), and a female inhabited F.R.R. 10-13 Jul (JS). Migrant ad. Short-billed Dowitchers seem to overfly Oregon, particularly during their southbound migration, so 140-200 at S.J.C.R. 15-16 Jul (SF, DI, MP) were noteworthy; 100+ were still there 22 Jul (MP). An ad. female Wilson's Phalarope at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 28 Jun (BW, SM) was two weeks early for the outer coast, where rare at any time. On 19 Jul, an ad. male and a female Wilson's were on N.S.C.B., where this species bred 2002-2008; since that period, there has been no evidence of breeding at this locale. Mid-Jun Regional records of Red-necked Phalaropes are few, so the 15 tallied at six e. Washington locations 10-24 Jun were exceptional; their migratory status is not clear.
	Thirty Sabine's Gulls off Newport 21 Jul (GG) made the seasonal maximum, and one at Florence 29 Jul (RR) made the only inshore report. A Mew Gull at Coulee City, Grant 13 Jul (ph. BW) provides only the 3rd summer record for the eastside. On the westside, Mew Gulls (mostly imms.) are rare but annual during Jun; 2 were at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 24 Jun (CW). Franklin's Gulls showed in unprecedented numbers in e. Washington this summer, with 93 tallied (8 is the norm) 10 Jun-4 Jul, including stunning high counts of 40 at W.W.R.D. 23 Jun (M&MLD) and 45 at Clarkston, Asotin 26 Jun (K. Carlson). Single Franklin's at Nisqually 16-20 Jun (ph. R. Bjorklund) and Dugualla Bay, Island 22-24 Jul (TM) were on the westside, where not annual during summer. Typically very rare during summer, Herring Gulls (8 total) were noted at three locations in Washington. Six ads. near breeding colonies of Ring-billed Gull and California Gull at Banks L., Grant 6 Jun (R. Cannings) were noteworthy; this species is not known to breed in Washington, and Banks L. is only 320 km s. of a breeding colony near Kelowna, British Columbia. Remarkably, a Thayer's Gull was at Sekiu, Clallam 1 Jun (T. Signor), and 4 were tallied at La Push, Clallam 4-13 Jun (RM); there are few summer records for the Region.
	A Least Tern, Washington's 6th and first for e. Washington, enlivened Potholes Res., Grant 15-16 Jun (vt. M. Yawney); most Regional records have been on the westside, late May—mid-Aug. A basic-plumaged Common Tern at Seaside 9-15 Jul (LC, SE DI) was a presumed non-breeder, as southbound birds rarely appear in Oregon before mid-Aug. Two Arctic Terns in the WV at Philomath 2 Jun (ph. WDR) were truly astounding, as there are very few inland records at any season and no prior inland summer reports from Oregon. Again, no Arctic Terns were noted at their last known isolated breeding locale on Dungeness Spit, Clallam, which was last occupied in 2009. One Arctic at O.S. 24 Jul (ph. C. Pearson, B. Pearson) was noteworthy; most summer records of this species away from the isolated Everett and Dungeness Spit colonies have come from offshore waters. Two Forster's Terns were detected in w. Oregon, where barely annual Jun—Jul; one flew past Depoe Bay 21 Jun (J. Gilligan), and another was at F.R.R. 5 Jul (fide D. Heyerly). Single Elegant Terns in n. Coos 9 Jul (DF) and Fort Stevens S.P. (ph. S. Stenner) were harbingers of a major fall incursion along Oregon's s. coast. Washington's 9th Long-billed Murrelet, and first for the summer season, was at Pt. of Arches, Clallam 24 Jul (ph. RM, ph. A. Willoughby, K. Olthof). Washington's prior records span 6 Aug-23 Mar. The season's lone Scripps's Murrelet report was of 2 off Westport 30 Jun (ph. RS). This season's Horned Puffin, now annual during summer, was near Sekiu, Clallam 18 Jul (S. Pearson).
	A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Washington's 12th since 1974, graced Little Pend Oreille N.W.R., Pend Oreille 21 Jun (†M. Munts); this species was extirpated as a breeder from Washington in the 1930s. In Oregon, a cuckoo was again heard at the S.R.D. 12 Jul (J. Gatchet); at least one Yellow-billed was heard and briefly seen at this locale in Jul 2009. Both states hosted summering Snowy Owls; Oregon's first patrolled Zumwalt Prairie, Wallowa 2 Jun-24 Jul (J. Harrison, m.ob.), while Washington's 2nd ever recorded in the summer season enlivened Havillah, Okanagan 12-22 Jul (ph. BW); a bird in Pierce 2006 is the only other Jun—Jul record for the Region. Three juv. Long-eared Owls appeared to have been fledged at Magnuson Park, King 28 Jun+ (S. Ramos); there are fewer than 10 confirmed breeding records for w. Washington. A Common Poorwill was at Thorn Prairie in e. Douglas 29 Jun (R. Foster, M. Hunter); the breeding status of this species on the w. slope of the Cascades is poorly known, but there are several antecedent records from this area and from similar 
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dry, south-facing aspects n. to e. Linn, where occasional breeding is either suspected or presumed. Extremely cool and wet weather during early Jun seems to have delayed and displaced northbound Black Swifts. Two very late northbound birds passed Bandon 27 Jun (KC, DL). Additionally, there were a number of early to mid-Jun reports from the eastside, with several 7-12 Jun reports from far e. Washington counties (e. of the Columbia R.), where normally rare. The maximum of 24 was at Calispell L., Pend Oreille 9 Jun (DW, S. Giles); 3 Black Swifts in Umatilla 16 Jun (K. Tran) made the only e. Oregon report from this period. Though Black Swifts have long been presumed to nest at Salt Creek Falls, Lane, two nests with incubating ads. discovered there 20 Jul+ represent the first documented nesting for Oregon (ph. E. Horvath). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird at Marblemount, Skagit 8-10 Jun (RM, RK) and a female at the same location 9-10 Jun (RK) were extremely rare for the w. Washington lowlands. An Anna's Hummingbird at Elk Mt., Spokane 17 Jul (M. Woodruff) further evidenced this species' continuing range expansion in the Region. A Calliope Hummingbird that lingered at Marblemount until 9 Jun (RK) added to very few prior summer records for the w. Washington lowlands. A male Broad-tailed Hummingbird was at Bend 29 Jul (T. Crabtree); nearly all of Oregon's reports of this enigmatic species come from Harney oases or from the ranges farther east. The breeding status of Broad-tailed in Oregon is at best poorly known.
	Western Washington's 10th Acorn Woodpecker graced Fox I., Pierce 20 Jun (ph. G. Hansen). A stray Acorn was photographed at a Florence feeder in early Jun (fide Diane Pettey); there are virtually no coastal records n. of Coos. A Williamson's Sapsucker was near Trout L., Skamania 21-24 Jul (W. Cady); there are very few records of this species in w. Washington, though it might actually be regular near the crest in the s. Cascades. A bird described as looking like a male Williamson's Sapsucker with a "mostly red crown" was near Timothy L., Clackamas on 3 June (†JW, S. Masta); it was presumed to be a hybrid, with speculation that the non-Williamson's parent was either a Red-naped or Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Washington's 9th and first summer Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was near Omak, Okanagan 3 Jun (†CW, RS); most records of the Region's records occur Dec—Apr. An apparent Red-naped Sapsucker x Yellow-bellied Sapsucker hybrid was at Little Pend Oreille N.W.R., Pend Oreille 3 Jul (SM, RM, CW). There is one prior record of this cross from Washington during summer; a female with a brood patch was collected in Okanagan on 10 Jun 1995. Merlins continue to spread into w. Washington urban/ suburban habitats, as evidenced by 22 tallied near nesting sites in Seattle 8 Jul (MB, K. McCormick). Prior to 2008, urban nesting records were all from Snohomish northward. A Merlin near Mt. Angel, Marion 17 Jul (J. Breese) was a very rare mid-summer find in the Willamette Valley.

PASSERINES
Least Flycatchers, now detected annually in w: Washington, included singles at Corkindale, Skagit 22 May-1 Jul (RM), at Diablo, Whatcom 9 Jun (RK), and at Camano I., Island 23-24 Jun (M. Willison). Near-normal numbers of Least Flycatchers (n) were reported from e. Washington 2 Jun-7 Jul. For the first time in nearly a decade, no Leasts were reported in Oregon in Jun—Jul. Single Gray Flycatchers near Mt. Hardy, Skagit 3 Jun (M. Bartels) and at Marblemount, Skagit 8-10 Jun (RM) provided w. Washington's 2nd and 3rd summer records; there are about 15 records for Gray Flycatchers in w Washington, with most having occurred in May. Dusky Flycatchers are local breeders in open habitats on the w. slopes of the Cascades, but lowland summer records are scarce. This summer, lowland singles were at Newhalem, Whatcom 2 Jun (CW, RS), at Diablo 9 Jun (RK, P. Wegener), and at Sauk Valley, Skagit 8 Jun (RM), and 2 were at Newhalem 8 Jun (RM, RK). There was a mini-invasion of Eastern Phoebes: singles at Ephrata, Grant 2 Jun (M. Yawney), near Naches, Yakima 4-8 Jun (E. & T. Bjorkland, †L. Safford), and at Rosalia, Whitman 9-24 Jun (ph. M&MLD) furnished Washington's 8th through 10th records. In Oregon, an Eastern Phoebe found along the Luckiamute R., Polk in late May remained until 2 Jun (O. Schmidt et al.). A Say's Phoebe, w Washington's 3rd in summer, stayed at Marblemount 3-6 Jun (M. Bartels). Following Washington's first breeding record last summer, two pairs of Black Phoebes nested again at Ridgefield, 8 Jun-14 Jul (RH). However, the extent of this species' northward range expansion is better exemplified by the discovery of a pair of ads. with 2 fledglings at Lacey, Thurston 3 Jul (S. Thorp). It is truly astounding when one realizes that just four decades ago, the northernmost extent of this species' range barely grazed the sw. corner of the Region—and now Black Phoebes are breeding more than 700km to the n. at the s. edge of Puget Sound. Additionally, singles were detected at Magnuson Park, King 19 Jul (D. Parrott) and at Nisqually 25 Jul (CW). A Black Phoebe at F.W. 20 Jul (GG), Washington's 5th, was closely followed by the 6th at nearby Hillsboro on 22 Jul (SN). Another at Sheridan 30 Jul was the first in Yamhill since 2006 (PS, C. Karlen).

   [image: ]
Washington's second Painted Bunting sang persistently and defended a territory near Tonasket, Okanogan County 6 July 2012 (here) and later. Washington's previous record is from 2002; Oregon has five records of the species. Photograph by Ryan Merrill.

[image: ]
This lovely male Chestnut-collared Longspur inhabited coastal Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor County, Washington 21-26 (here 21) July 2012. There are only seven previous records of the species for Washington. Photograph by Ryan Shaw.

Single Ash-throated Flycatchers at Bellingham 19-20 Jun (J. Meche) and Vancouver, Clark 30 Jun-1 Jul (ph. S. Carpenter) added to about 25 prior w. Washington records, most of which have fallen mid-May—late Jul. An Ash-throated at Eastside, Coos 11 Jun (TR), was on Oregon's s. coast, where this species is not quite annual. Wayward Western and Eastern Kingbirds  
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This Eastern Meadowlark at Marblemount, Skagit County, Washington 1-4 (here 1) June 2012 made a stunning first record for the Oregon & Washington region. The male bird seemed territorial for the few days it was present and sang persistently, allowing for audio documentation and leaving no doubt as to its identity. Visible in photographs are: bold dark streaking in the flanks, clean white malars, and extensive white in the outer rectrices, features indicative of Eastern rather than Western Meadowlark. Photograph by Ryan Merrill.

were unusually prevalent in w Washington this summer. Ten Westerns at Corkindale 5 Jun (RK) and 7 Easterns at Marblemount 10 Jun (RK, RM) provided exceptional summer high counts for w. Washington. Summer outer coast records for Western Kingbirds are rare, so 3 at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 3 Jun (N. Ball), 2 still present there 23 Jun (CW), and one at Midway Beach, Pacific 10 Jun (BS) were of note. Eastern Kingbirds may be gaining a foothold along the Portland-to-Longview reach of the Columbia River. In addition to the well-known nesting pair at the S.R.D., one was across the Columbia R. at Steigerwald N.W.R. 18 Jun (R. DeTroye), and another pair nested at Ridgefield (RH). Farther afield, stray Easterns visited Pumice Springs, Deschutes 21 Jun (K. Boddie), Camp Sherman, Jefferson 24 Jun (B. Altman), Finley 2 Jul (T. Johnson), and Seaside, Clatsop 20 Jul (N. Maine).
	The long-staying Loggerhead Shrike at Troutdale (found 1 Apr) was last seen 9 Jun (AC, CH, ES). A surprising Red-eyed Vireo inhabited the mouth of the Elwha R., Clallam 25 Jun-10 Jul (S. Gremmel); this species is rare w. of the Puget Trough. At least as rare was a Red-eyed on Oregon's outer coast at Coos Bay 12 Jul (TR); the date suggests that this bird might have summered locally. Another Red-eyed at Coos Bay 12 Jul (TR) was equally astray. A Blue Jay at Vancouver, Clark 29 Jun was Washington's 6th in summer (BT, SM, RH, BF). A well-studied ad. Violet-green Swallow x Northern Rough-winged Swallow hybrid, among a flock of Violet-greens at L. Lenore, Grant 4 Jul (†SM, ph. RM, ph. CW) represented the first documented occurrence of an unexpected cross; the bird seemed to be feeding young that mostly resembled Violet-green Swallows. Further evidence of Bank Swallows’ continued establishment on the westside, a wayward bird along the Waatch R., Clallam 23 Jun (CW) was perhaps a first for the n. coast of Washington, while 8 at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 29 Jul (S. Giles) were at a coastal location where present last summer. The recently discovered Bank Swallow colony at Barton Park, Clackamas swelled to 75 birds 16 Jun (J. Williamson), while the presence of 15 Banks at S.R.D. 17 Jul (AH, CH, ES) suggests the establishment of a new colony nearby.
	Mountain Chickadees are almost never found away from preferred montane habitats except during fall/winter irruptive events, so one at Alsea Falls, Benton, 14 Jun (WDR) was highly unusual; this locale, in Oregon's Coast Range, is at least 120 km w of the nearest point where this species is resident. Although somewhat regular in the Cascades of e. Jackson, Pygmy Nuthatches rarely stray into the Siskiyou Mts. on that county's w. border; one on Mt. Ashland 17 Jun (B. & B. Arrigoni) was quite unexpected. The Wrentit that first appeared at S.R.D. in spring 2010 was noted there 9 Jun (AH, CH, ES); this remains the northernmost inland outpost in the Region, and more than one bird may be involved. On the heels of this spring's record tally of Mountain Bluebirds, a late bird lingered at Diablo, Whatcom 7-8 Jun (RM), providing the first lowland summer w. Washington record since Jun 1999. On 15 Jul, a male Mountain Bluebird was in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness (W. Weber), and a week later (22 Jul), a pair of ads. were observed carrying food to a snag several km to the west (TR); the 22 Jul observation provides the first breeding record for Curry. In the aftermath of the 2002 Biscuit Fire, a researcher monitoring the regeneration of the forest recorded a summering male and speculated that Mountain Bluebirds might have been breeding in, the fresh openings created by the fire (fide TR). Three Veeries were at their only westside breeding location near County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit 2 Jun+ (RM, RS, CW). On 29 Jun, 2 Veeries were at Black Butte Ranch, Deschutes, where one was also present in Jul 2011 (P. Low).
	Single Gray Catbirds at the Narrows, Harney 3 Jun (R. Smith) and Hines, Harney 11 Jun (L. Hammond) were presumed transients, while a singing male e. of Azalea, Douglas 11. Jun (DI, SF) was in suitable streamside breeding habitat. The latter bird was just over the Cascade divide from nw. Klamath, where catbirds are now found annually during the breeding season; 4 were reported from Klamath 23 Jun-7 Jul, including 2 at a favored site along the Little Deschutes-R. near Gilchrist 7 Jul (RR). Four Northern Mockingbirds, all in Oregon 5 Jun-8 Jul, was slightly below the recent seasonal norm; one at Whitehorse Ranch, Harney 5 Jun (J. & B. Carlson) made the only eastside report. A Sage Thrasher at Newhalem, Whatcom 8 Jun (RK) provided only the 3rd summer record for w. Washington; this species is not annual in w. Washington during any season. Brown Thrashers showed well again, with 3 in Oregon 10 Jun-12 Jul; singles were at Alsea 10 Jun (WDR), Monroe, Benton 27 Jun (S. Kavenach), and Floras L., Curry 12-16 Jul (D. Beall, TR); these birds, along with 3 detected during summer 2011, push the Regional tally to nearly 50 records. Lingering American Pipits included one at Corkindale, Skagit 1 Jun (RM), one at Diablo 6 Jun (RK), and 25 at Marblemount, Skagit 9 Jun (RK, P Wegener); there are very few lowland records for this species in w. Washington during summer. Washington's 8th Chestnut-collared Longspur, an ad. male, brightened O.S. 21-26 Jul (ph. RS, BL, A. Wang). Previous records were split between late May—early Jul and late Oct—mid Dec.
	An Ovenbird was near Darrington, Skagit 22 Jun (ph. RM, ph. E. Houston); Washington now has about 26 records, with most having occurred May—Jun. Two Ovenbirds were in e. Oregon, where nearly annual May—Jun; one was at Malheur 4 Jun (AC, ph. DPo); and another was at Stukel Mt., Klamath 14 Jun (KS et al.). A Northern Waterthrush, rare at any season in w. Washington, was at Ridgefield 20 Jun (N. Rach). The season's only Black-and-white Warbler was a singing male at Malheur 2 Jun (AC). A Tennessee Warbler at Chesaw, 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Okanogan 12 Jul (†BW) provided the first summer record for Washington; the majority of the 25 previous accepted records for this species have occurred mid Aug-Sep. A well-documented, singing Eastern Nashville Warbler (O. r. ruficapilla) at Taylor L., Stevens 3 Jul (ph. CW, †SM, ph. RM) provided the first record of this taxon for Washington. Single American Redstarts were again found at isolated w. Washington breeding spots at County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit 1 Jun (RM) and near Carnation, King 16 Jun (GGe), and a stray migrant was noted at Diablo, Whatcom 10 Jun (RM). Three redstarts in Oregon 8-9 Jun included 2 at Harney oases, where expected, and a rare WV detection—a singing male at E.E.W. 9 Jun (WDR). Six Northern Parulas 9 Jun-9 Jul included a single-season record 4 in Washington, where there were just 13 prior records. Two parulas enlivened Kennewick, Benton 17 Jun-5 Jul (S. Atkinson, TM, m.ob.), while singles visited Potholes S.P., Grant 4-6 Jul (ph. SM, CW) and Leavenworth, Chelan 7 Jul (†M. Kizer). The lone Magnolia Warbler of the season was at Bend 6 Jun (PL). Washington's 25th Chestnut-sided Warbler resided in Oak Creek Canyon, Yakima 3-7 Jun (ph. A. Tobiason, †K. Brown); all but a handful of Washington's records of this species have come during Jun. A male Chestnut-sided sang persistently at Indian Ford Campground, Deschutes 24 Jun-22 Jul (K. Rodecap, m.ob.); it had no apparent success in attracting a mate. A male Black-throated Blue Warbler at L. Sawyer, King 8 Jun (ph. D. DeNune) was Washington's first in summer and 10th overall; this species is mostly a fall vagrant to the Region. A late Myrtle Warbler passed through Malheur 2 Jun (AC); this subspecies is rarely seen in Oregon after May. A Myrtle at Skagit WM.A., Skagit 19 Jul (ph. H. Opperman, T. Aversa) was even more surprising; Washington now has about 20 summer records, but most involve tardy migrants in early Jun. A male Black-throated Green Warbler at Fields, Harney 9 Jun (AC) was Oregon's 12th; all but three have occurred 20 May-15 Jun. Four Yellow-breasted Chats were again in the Ridgefield area 29 Jun (RH, BT, BF, SM), and one was at Marymoor, King 12-13 Jul (M. Bartels); over the past five years or so, chats have started returning to parts of w Washington, where they were not rare breeders a half century ago. A Yellow-breasted Chat near Toledo 17 Jun (CP) was less expected; chats are occasionally found in drier interior drainages of extreme e. Lincoln but rarely stray farther west.
	Three Clay-colored Sparrows were noted away from their breeding outposts in n.-cen. and ne. Washington. One at Newhalem, Whatcom 1-2 Jun (RM) provided the 6th summer record for w. Washington, and additional singles visited N.S.C.B. 5 Jun (TR) and Bend 7 Jun (D. Kook, H. Horvath). Astoundingly, 4 Brewer's Sparrows were detected at as many locations in the Skagit R. valley of ne. Skagit/se. Whatcom 2-8 Jun; there are only three previous summer records of this species in the lowlands of w. Washington. Late migrant Vesper Sparrows included one at Rockport, Skagit 8 Jun (S. Pink, D. Duffy, A.M. Wood) and one at Diablo, Whatcom 16 Jun (RM); this species is considered rare away from its few westside breeding locations. Another Vesper at Tillamook 23 Jun (R. Wilkins) was most likely a post-breeder, as this species is less than annual along the n. Oregon coast at any season. In the wake of the spring influx, a seasonally unprecedented 4 Black-throated Sparrows were in w. Washington during Jun, with one at Lacey, Thurston 1 Jun (J. Dlugo), 2 near Sedro Woolley, Skagit 7 Jun (fide GB), and one near Rockport 16 Jun (GB). A pair of Black-throateds likely nested at Smith Rocks S.P., Crook (OBSERVER), and several pairs were noted on Stukel Mt., Klamath 14 Jun (KS); these sites are not used every year but generally host this species during incursion years. In e. Washington, 8 were noted at their traditional sites (4 each) near Vantage, Kittitas and Steptoe Butte, Whitman, and 14 were detected at nine scattered locations elsewhere. Western Washington's 5th summer Lark Sparrow was near Darrington, Skagit 22 Jun (RM, E. Houston). Lark Sparrows are rare vagrants to w. Washington, with most records occurring Apr-May and Sep-Oct. Tardy Golden-crowned Sparrows, now detected almost annually in early Jun, included singles at Seattle 1 Jun (J. Leland) and Diablo 2 Jun (RM, CW, RS). Although the breeding range of Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow dips into the Region in Okanogan and Chelan, one singing at Marblemount 6 Jun (RM) was noteworthy, as there are very few summer records for this taxon in the w. Washington lowlands. A late Golden-crowned Sparrow was still at Corvallis 23 Jun (HH); this species summers less than annually and normally vacates the Region by the first week of Jun. Two Gray-headed Juncos were in the Pueblo Mts. of s. Harney 14 Jun (AH, CH, ES); further exploration of this area is needed to better understand the status of this and other Great Basin/Rocky Mts. taxa in se. Oregon.
	This season's Summer Tanagers included single males near Madras, Jefferson 8 Jun (ph. W. Wolfe, R. Osborn) and Malheur 11 Jun (ph. DPo); this species is occurring near annually of late in Oregon, where there are now 21 records. Eleven widely scattered Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 2-26 Jun, included a seasonal record 5 in w. Washington, where 4 were detected during Jun 2011; from 2000-2010, w Washington had averaged a mere one per summer. Three of Oregon's 5 Rose-breasteds were found on the eastside, while one at Deer Park, Spokane 1 Jun (N. Wendt) constituted the lone report from e. Washington. Territorial male Indigo Buntings brightened Vancouver, Clark 29 Jun-12 Jul (ph. SM, BT, BF, RH), Conboy Lake N.W.R., Klickitat 13 Jul (MH), and S.R.D. 15 Jul+ (E. Gropp, m.ob.); Washington now has about 32 records, with most detected Jun-Jul. Washington's 2nd Painted Bunting thrilled many near Tonasket, Okanogan 6Jul+ († J. Richardson, J. Owens, D. Dain)

SA Dating back to 1986, mixed Indigo/Lazuli Bunting pairs have been detected in the Region, with some successfully fledging offspring. The first such pair, discovered near Roseburg, Douglas in 1986, was observed feeding at least one juv. bunting along with a juv. Brown-headed Cowbird. During the summers of 1994 and 1995, a male Indigo Bunting paired with a female Lazuli Bunting at Eugene's Bloomberg Park. While the reproductive outcome of this pairing is unknown, an apparent Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Bunting hybrid was found at nearby Mt. Pisgah, Lane 28 Jun 1997. Over the subsequent 15 years, male Indigo Buntings have been detected in the interior valleys of sw. Oregon and in the s. Willamette Valley with increasing frequency, mostly during the breeding season. Over this span, there has been a corresponding uptick in the number of reports of hybrids, with at least four records from Oregon and two from Washington. This season, 3 hybrids were reported. One of the earlier Washington records came from Cougar, Cowlitz (2010), which hosted another Indigo x Lazuli 31 May-6 Jul (R. Koppendrayer). Another hybrid was at Oak Creek Canyon, Yakima 4 Jun (†S. Downes, L. Safford) and another at Eugene 3 Jun+ (D. Heyerly et al.). Clearly, we should be looking for this cross and paying close attention to the pairings of male (and female, when detected) Indigo Buntings found summering in the Region
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Nearly all of the Orchard Oriole records for the Oregon &Washington region involve fall immatures, with adults being quite rare. This adult male, photographed on 8 June 2012 at Page Springs, Harney County, Oregon, and another male found nine days later at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge headquarters nearly 50 kilometers to the north (presumed to be a different individual), represent the first summer-season reports in the region since 2005. Photograph by George Peterson.

while Oregon's 5th, a less cooperative female, was seen briefly on Sauvie I. 20 Jul (W. Gross); an ad. male in Seattle Feb—Mar 2002 is the only antecedent record for Washington. A Bobolink, very rare in w. Washington, visited Marblemount, Skagit 8-9 Jun (RM). Eight Western Meadowlarks were detected at five locations in the Skagit R. valley of ne. Skagit/se. Whatcom 2-22 Jun; Western Meadowlarks, away from a very few localized breeding locations, have largely left w. Washington by mid-May. A superbly documented, singing Eastern Meadowlark at Marblemount 1-4 Jun (ph. RM) was a Regional first; previously, the westernmost record of this species was from sw. Montana in Jun 2009. Two reports of Great-tailed Grackles was well below the recent season norm, and for the 2nd straight summer, none were found in Washington, which had hosted Jun—Jul birds annually 2007-2010; a female was at The Dalles, Wasco 24 Jun (T. Shelmerdine), and a male inhabited F.R.R. 7 Jul (T. Mickel, A. Mickel). Single male Orchard Orioles at Page Springs, Harney 8 Jun (H. Fuller, ph. G. Peterson) and Malheur 17 Jun (AH, CH, ES) made the first Jun—Jul reports in the Region since 2005. The lone coastal Bullock's Oriole of the season was at Toledo 5 Jun (CP).
	Large numbers of Red Crossbills flooded the n. Oregon coast during the period, with multiple Types being detected among the hordes (MP et al.). A flock of White-winged Crossbills at Eugene 9 Jun (L. McQueen) was surprising, as they were not part an irruptive event. Though Pine Siskins are still moving through the Columbia Basin during early and mid-Jun, summer records beyond those dates are exceptional, so one at Kennewick, Benton 1 Jul (SM, CW) and another at Potholes S.P., Grant 9 Jul (M. Yawney) were equally unexpected. Four Lesser Goldfinches at Puyallup, Pierce 17 Jul (MB) were at a location where this species nested last summer and provided further evidence of the species' range expansion in w. Washington beyond Clark. A one-day tally of 31 Lesser Goldfinches at three locations in Walla Walla and Asotin 1 Jul (SM, CW) confirms that Lessers have become established in se. Washington over the past few years.
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Two White-rumped Sandpipers stopped off at Reardan, Lincoln
County, Washington 29-30 (here 29) May 2012, providing the state’s
fifth record of the species. Photograph by Jon Isacoff.
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