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One of the constants of Regional editing is that nothing remains constant. Aside from birds moving generally north in the spring and south in the fall, all else seems to be in flux. Just when it seems we've gained a fix on when or where a certain vagrant is likely to appear or when we might expect the peak flights of a common migrant, along comes an outlier or, perhaps, a series of outliers (thus a trend?) that sends us scrambling for answers. Increasing observer effort, combined with our ability to share our discoveries in real time, has changed the playing field in ways we are just starting to appreciate. When we hear that you just found a Sabine's Gull at your local reservoir, many of us will be inspired to head out to our local reservoirs in hopes of duplicating your results. Our responses often bear fruit. If the birding fates align, not only will we find a Sabine's Gull or two, but a Parasitic or perhaps a Long-tailed Jaeger will be chasing them around. In some instances, the positive feedback loop created by our enhanced capacity to share sightings seems to produce a "Patagonia Picnic Table Effect" on steroids.
	Weather was barely a factor in shaping this season's reports. In terms of both temperature and precipitation, August and November were utterly average. In between, September and October were slightly warmer than normal, and the rainfall in those months was above average as well. The only significant storm of the season came during the last week of October and resulted in only modest displacement of birds and no epic fallouts. Ocean productivity was apparently good as a result of the transition from El Niño to La Niña conditions, thus you will find no discussions of toxic blooms, dead zones, or major die-offs of seabirds. Perhaps the most significant land-based influence on bird movements was the acorn crop failure of Oregon White Oaks (Quercus garryana). An ecologist who has been conducting Region-wide surveys on acorn production of this species since 1999 called it the "worst production year in the history of the survey" (<http://yelmbackyard.blogspot. com>).
	Given the conditions described above, one might expect that the season was a yawner. Quite the contrary! Both states enjoyed a laundry list of birds reported five times or less in the Region, with Washington making two overdue additions to its state list. Pelagics, many species of shorebirds, and particularly vagrant "eastern" passerines all showed extremely well. The paragraphs below are teeming with spectacular counts and record dates. There were, of course, a few no-shows and other species whose numbers were so modest that they qualified as negative data. We find that there is much to be learned from exploring and writing about both.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), Malheur (Malheur N.W.R. Harney), N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos), O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor), P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap), P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish), P.T. (Puget Trough), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark), S.L.W.M.A. (Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla), W.V. (Willamette Valley). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAPTORS
The usual late Sep movement of southbound Greater White-fronted Geese was preceded by month-early flocks of 30 at Bend 20 Aug (D. Sutherland) and 100 over Lebanon, Linn 26 Aug (B. Thackaberry). A Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (subspecies gambelli) was at Samish Flats, Skagit 4 Oct (ph. RM, MB), and 2 were on Fir I., Skagit 7 Oct (SM, S. Pink); there are fewer than 10 previous records (most Sep—Dec) from Washington, half of which were during the past five years, likely due to increased observer awareness. For the 7th consecutive fall, Blue Geese joined the s. Skagit/n. Snohomish Snow Goose flock, with at least 3 noted 15 Oct-4 Nov (RM). A flock of 5,000 Snow Geese at Paterson Slough, Benton 14 Nov (MH, M. Crawford) was one and a half times the previous e. Washington high count; 55 at Hood River 4 Nov (J. Gatchet) were along a section of the Columbia R. where Snows are rarely detected. The season's lone westside Ross's Goose visited Philomath, Benton 26 Nov (R. Armstrong). Ten Ross's in e. Washington 7 Oct-7 Nov was a return to the recent seasonal norm following no fall reports from that subregion in 2009. A Cackling Goose at O.S. 7 Aug had probably summered locally (RS); southbound migrants typically arrive in mid-Sep. By 30 Sep, 15,000 Cacklings enlivened Sauvie I. (AF). A Taverner's Cackling Goose (B. h. taverneri) at Lind Coulee, Grant 18 Sep (SM) was about three weeks early. Two Aleutian Cackling Geese (B. h. leucopareia) on Bainbridge I., Kitsap 6 Nov (ph. BW GGe) provided a rare Washington record away from the outer coast. The 690 Dusky Canada Geese (B. c. occidentalis) tallied at Tokeland, Pacific (SM, BT, RS) in late Nov made an excellent count for the outer coast; -it was suspected that these birds might be wintering locally. 
Although Broad-winged Hawks appear annually in the Oregon and Washington region, most are immatures. This adult, at Washtucna, Adams County, Washington 12 September 2010, is one of very few southbound adults recorded in the region. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow

This taxon is rare in the PT., so 6 on Lummi Flats, Whatcom 26 Nov (SM, WR) was noteworthy. Eight Lesser Canada Geese (B. c. parvipes) at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 3 Sep were also about three weeks early (SM); the migration timing of Canada Geese bears further
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study, but any migratory subspecies of Canada Goose in e. Washington in early Sep is of interest. Lessers are rather sparse migrants in the PT., so a count of 20 at Lummi Flats 26 Nov (SM, WR) bears mention. 
[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB007.jpg]	A major influx of American Wigeons was marked by 10,000 e. of Astoria 20 Sep (MP). While multiple reports of Eurasian Teal are expected from the Region during winter and early spring, reports in autumn are few; an early eastside bird at Cow L., Adams (M&MLD) and another at Sauvie I. 28 Nov (AH, CH, ES) are just the 5th and 6th pre-Dec birds since 2002. As noted in our fall 2002 column, ad. male teal, particularly those from Asian populations, typically arrive on wintering grounds in eclipse plumages that make them undetectable. A Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal hybrid at Deer Lagoon, Island 23 Oct (SM, CW)was one of the earliest ever detected in the Region; in fall, reports of such birds typically outnumber those of pure Common Teal. A Canvasback at Portland 1 Aug (AF) was most unusual, as this species does not breed in w. Oregon and rarely appears there before Oct. A gathering of 450 Ring-necked Ducks at Vantage, Kittitas 18 Sep (SM) was exceptional at this early date. The male Tufted Duck in n. Portland 21 Nov+ (ACl) was presumed a returnee, as it was in the same area where one spent the two previous winters. Formerly unthinkable, a raft of 3,000 Greater Scaup was at the Lewis R. mouth, Cowlitz 28 Nov (BF). Similarly, 2,000 Lesser Scaup were at Portland 26 Nov (SF, DFi, DI); these tallies further demonstrate the recent increases in the number of scaup wintering along this stretch of Columbia River. Present since Jul 2009, Washington's 20th King Eider remained at O.S. through the fall period (m.ob.). The season's spectacular inland flight of scoters, which normally do not appear until Oct, included a remarkably early female Surf Scoter at Redmond, Deschutes 21 Aug (K. Owen). Eighty-more Surfs 19 Sep-25 Nov was roughly triple the normal eastside showing; 18 at the Tucannon R. mouth, Columbia 18 Oct (M&MLD) highlighted multiple double-digit counts. Western Oregon tallied 47 Surfs away from saltwater, including 19 at favored Hagg L., Washington 25 Oct (GGi). Near evenly split between the states, 21 White-winged Scoters found e. of the Cascades 9 Oct-28 Nov was twice the seasonal norm. A mixed flock of 9 Surf and 8 White-winged discovered at Portland 17 Nov (D. Helzer), remained into Dec (m.ob.). A Black Scoter near Spokane 13-25 Nov (J. Isacoff, TL) was just the 9th for e. Washington. Five Long-tailed Ducks 30 Oct+ marked the 3rd consecutive fall with a sub-par eastside showing; the long-term average is about 7-8 per autumn. Three Long-taileds visited inland sites in w. Oregon, where less than annual; 2 were at Hagg L. 23 Oct (S. Schlick), and another was along the Columbia R. n. of Portland 21-28 Nov (ACl, JJ).
	The peak pulses of 4,000 and 5,000 Red-throated Loons passed Boiler Bay 7 & 16 Nov, respectively (PP). A fall Washington record 18,000 Pacific Loons passed Cape Disappointment, Pacific 29 Oct (BW, D. Waggoner, R. Waggoner); the high count from Boiler Bay, which yields the Region's highest tallies most years, was 23,000 on 7 Nov (PP). The usual build-up of Common Loons on Wickiup Res., Deschutes peaked at 140 birds 31 Oct (SD). About par for w. Washington, Yellow-billed Loon reports included likely returning birds at Fort Flagler, Jefferson 11 Oct+ (J. Baier) and at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 23 Oct+ (BWh); the lone Oregon bird was at Tillamook 20 Nov (JJ). Truly astounding was the 64 Horned Grebes at Hood River 1 Nov (SJ); although scattered individuals winter all along this section of the Columbia R., single-site concentrations like this are rare. Two juv. Red-necked Grebes at Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 24 Aug (C. Nowak) and another at Beaverton, Washington (ph. S. Carpenter) were surprising in that they were still sporting striped heads; this species does not breed at either site. A paltry 2 Clark's Grebes were detected in w. Washington during fall.
	The rapid transition from El Niño to La Niña conditions resulted in average to above-average upwelling indices and cooler-than-average sea surface temperatures in the Region's nearshore waters. The presumed good ocean productivity suggested by these indicators combined with exceptional coverage produced interesting finds and high concentrations of expected tubenoses. A single Laysan Albatross off Westport 28 Aug (BL, RS) and 2 off Lincoln 27 Sep (JG) were earlier than normal; this species is most often detected in the Region's waters Nov—Apr. Numbers of Black-footed Albatrosses were unimpressive. An imm. Short-tailed Albatross photographed off Clallam 12 Sep (ph. M. Dragiewicz, fide eBird) represents just the 8th modern record for Washington. Mid-Sep yielded multiple noteworthy counts of Pink-footed Shearwaters. Trips out of Westport encountered 1,700 on 10 Sep and 2,100 on 11 Sep (fide BT), while 2,300 were tallied off Newport 11 Sep (GG); 11 other pelagics averaged a more-expected 220/trip. Twelve Flesh-footed Shearwaters for the season was low given the level of coverage but higher than the measly 7 reported during fall 2009; in some years, single trips have produced 
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double-digit counts. Buller's Shearwater numbers were similarly modest, averaging about 25/trip; 225 off Newport Sep 11 (GG) was the only tally of note. As is often the case, this season's highest count of Sooty Shearwaters was made from shore; 400,000 were estimated off Midway Beach, Pacific (RM, RS). Expectedly, Short-tailed Shearwaters were found in very low numbers until a Oct 5 pelagic out of LaPush logged 1,440 (RM, CW), the Region's 2nd highest count. A Short-tailed Shearwater at Edmonds, Snohomish 12 Nov (DD) was in the PT., where not annual. Five Manx Shearwaters seen from shore during Sep was slightly below recent fall averages; one at Boiler Bay 7 Nov (W. Hoffman) was about six weeks late.
	A swarm of 1,000+ Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels seen from a cruise ship off Coos 21 Sep (JG, OS) was more than double the number seen during any of the conventional pelagic trips. A strong late Oct storm produced an inshore flight of 1,400 Leach's Storm-Petrels at Boiler Bay 26 Oct (PP) and resulted in several Leach's beings seen flying along the beach at Westport, Grays Harbor the same day (K. Brady). One found dead 35 km inland at Jewell, Clatsop 27 Oct (fide HN) was surely a storm-driven waif. A dark-rumped storm-petrel 29 km w. of Charleston, Coos 28 Aug (SF, RN, T. Snetsinger) defied identification, despite being seen reasonably well by multiple experienced observers. The bird was not large enough for Black Storm-Petrel, nor did the flight style suggest Black, and the bird lacked the conspicuous pale carpal bar shown by Tristram's and Markham's. Aside from the lack of white on the rump, the description of the bird's size, shape, and flight style was most suggestive of Leach's (†SF); dark-rumped Leach's are not known to occur in Oregon and Washington waters. Single Black Storm-Petrels were reported from cruise ships off Lincoln 21 (p.a., †JG, †OS, †W. Gross, †J. Carlson, B. Carlson) & 27 Sep (p.a., †J. Meredith); Oregon has just one accepted record of this species.
	With the establishment of the Region's first westside breeding colony in the lower Columbia R. e. of Astoria, transient American White Pelicans w. of the Cascades are no longer a surprise; however, 306 at Smith L. and Bybee L. is nearly double any prior count for the Portland area. Three singles reached the outer coast, where they are still considered a novelty; a late summer bird at Long Beach, Pacific 6 Aug (S. Staples) was a mere 35 km from the newly established breeding colony at Miller Sands, Clatsop, while the source of later birds at Seaside 10 Nov (MP) and Port Orford, Curry 23 Nov (KA) is less apparent. A Brown Pelican off of Bainbridge I., Kitsap 6 Nov (BW, GGe, J Acker) and 2 at Edmonds 9 Nov (DD) were the only reports for the PT., which has averaged almost 10 per fall, mostly before Nov. Coastally, Brown Pelicans have been lingering later and in greater numbers in recent years. A tally of 450 at Westport 20 Nov (SM, BT, RS) represents Washington's 2nd highest Nov count. The count of 182 Great Egrets at Ridgefield 17 Oct (SM, BF) was w. Washington's 2nd highest ever and perhaps explains the sub-par peak-122 on 10 Sep (AF)—at nearby Smith L. and Bybee L., where up to 300 have routinely gathered in recent falls. On the eastside, extralimital Great Egrets strayed n. and e. to Cassimer Bar, Okanogan 18 Oct (AS, ES) and Peone Wetlands, Spokane 28 Sep-7 Oct (TL); this species breeds at only a few more southerly sites in e. Washington. A Cattle Egret at Grants Pass, Josephine 14 Nov (DV) provided the lone report of the season; this species, which for nearly three decades was an expected fall visitor, has returned to being quite rare in the Region at any season. A single White-faced Ibis at Lowden, Walla Walla 24 Sep (M&MLD) was Washington's first fall-season Plegadis ibis since 2004.
	A near-normal 4 Red-shouldered Hawks were noted in sw. Washington this fall, including 2 juvs. in close association at Ridgefield 21 Aug (SM, BF), suggesting local nesting. Breeding is still unconfirmed in Washington. Multiple Red-shouldereds reported from Deschutes during Aug included an ad. with 2 juvs. at Tumalo Res. 1 Aug (L. Reins). This species, which is extremely secretive during, the nesting season, was very rare e. of the Cascades until about a decade ago, but late-summer and early fall reports are now annual, probably indicative of local breeding. Three Sep reports of Broad-winged Hawks away from the Chelan Ridge, Chelan and Bonney Butte, Hood River hawkwatches was slightly below recent averages. One at Washtucna, Adams 12 Sep (M. Willison, †SM, BL) made about the 20th Washington record; these do not include all Chelan Ridge hawkwatch reports, some of which have not yet been submitted to the Washington Bird Records Committee. For the first time since 2002, there were no Swainson's Hawks reported w. of the Cascades. Conversely, 3 westside Ferruginous Hawks 29 Aug-6 Nov represented the best fall showing in the Region since 2001. An imm. at Lummi Flats, Whatcom 26 Sep furnished just the 2nd fall record w. Washington (†SM, R. Fuller); all but two of eight previous w. Washington records have come during Apr. This season's Prairie Merlin (F c. richardsoni), likely a returning bird, was at Edison, Skagit 8 Nov+ (ph. MB); with increased observer scrutiny, this subspecies is now detected annually in the Region. A Gyrfalcon at Samish Flats, Skagit 4-10 Nov (GGe) was the lone report of the season; 5 Gyrs per fall is the Regional norm. About par for w. Washington lowlands, 3 Prairie Falcons were detected this fall 30 Sep-26 Nov. A high-elevation migrant over Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood 8 Sep (R. Carlson) was the earliest of several fall birds in w. Oregon, where this species winters in small numbers. Six Yellow Rails were still vocalizing at the recently discovered breeding outpost at S.L.W.M.A. 6 Aug (D. Stein). Two Sandhill Cranes on Sauvie I. 4 Aug (PS) had likely summered locally, as they were at least seven weeks ahead of typical arrival dates.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Thirteen American Golden-Plovers e. of the Cascades 16 Sep-4 Oct marked the 2nd consecutive spectacular eastside showing for this species; the golden-plover flight otherwise was dismal Region-wide: a single American at Malheur 16 Sep (AC, TR) and 2 at Bend 19 Sep (SD) were in e. Oregon, where neither species is annual, while 8 at Cow L, Adams 24 Sep (TL) highlighted thee. Washington reports. Fourteen westside Americans, half the seasonal norm, were evenly divided between the two states; a juv. American at O.S. 10 Aug (ph. G. Thompson) was the likely the earliest juv. ever for Washington. Reports of Pacifics were disturbingly low, with a mere 23 (all westside) 9 Aug-15 Oct; the Region has averaged nearly 60 per fall since 2000, with at least 50 birds tallied in every year but 2006 (38). Two Lesser Sand-Plovers visited the Region. An ad. at O.S. 26-27 Aug (B. Sundstrom, †TA, ph. RM), was a long overdue first for Washington, while a juv. at Bandon 19-21 Sep (†RN) was Oregon's 5th; British Columbia has just four records of the species. During a major storm 26 Oct. an Oregon record 52 Black Oystercatchers were seen huddled together at Cape Arago, Coos (RN). A Black-necked Stilt at Gold Beach, Curry 18 Sep (D. Cavaness) provided just the 2nd fall record from the Oregon coast.
	The 130 Lesser Yellowlegs at Sauvie I. 21 Aug (AH, CH, ES) set a w. Oregon record and the 2nd highest westside tally ever; 155 were at LaConner, Skagit 16 Aug 2008. A record 148 Solitary Sandpipers enlivened the Region 5 Aug-17 Sep. More than half came from e. Washington, which accounted for 83 of 92 eastside birds. Fifty-six westside Solitarys included a w. Washington record 7 at Rexville, Skagit 15 Aug (SM, T. Clark) and a most 
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intriguing report of 30 seen during a boat survey along 6 km of an inaccessible wooded slough in n. Portland 18 Aug (D. Helzer); we included only half of these birds (a potential Regional record) in our tally, as the observer was concerned that birds flying back and forth may have inflated the count. Two Willets at Kettle Falls, Stevens 20-22 Aug (ph. MB, TL, T. Durnell) were the first fall birds in e. Washington since 1990! Another Willet at Ridgefield 9 Oct (BF) was rare for inland w Washington; this species is not annual away from salt water on the westside. For the 2nd consecutive fall, a Wandering Tattler strayed e. of the Cascades; this season's bird, at Warm L., Yakima 14 Aug (†S. Isley et al.), adds to nine previous eastside records. Three Whimbrels at F.R.R. 4 Sep OS) and 2 Long-billed Curlews near Brownsville, Linn the same day (R. Adney) were the only W.V. reports for either species, both of which are annual there.
	Hudsonian Godwits, which have appeared in the Region every fall since 2000, were detected in both states; one was at Coos Bay 24 Aug (E. Rees), the other at O.S. 9-11 Sep (ph. RS, CR). Bar-tailed Godwits were again detected among coastal Marbled Godwit flocks, with one at Tokeland, Pacific 3 Sep-15 Oct (R. Moyer) and another at Westport, Grays Harbor 25 Sep (DD). This species is substantially rarer away from the outer coast; thus one at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 17-19 Aug and possibly a different bird there 11-14 Sep (both ph. M. Reid) were noteworthy. Four Marbled Godwits on the eastside 3 Aug-18 Sep was slightly above average. Six Red Knots at Tokeland 20 Nov (SM, BT, RS) were about a month late. Washington has about 10 prior records from Nov, eight from Dec, and two from Jan. Seventy-seven eastside Sanderlings 6 Aug-3 Oct (74 in Washington) was again well above the long-term fall norm. Since 2007, the east-side has averaged 84/fall, more than double the historical average. This season's 242 Semi-palmated Sandpipers 1 Aug-25 Sep is only eclipsed by the spectacular flight of 2005, when nearly 300 were tallied. All but 7 of 114 eastside birds were in Washington, with 19 at Othello 7 Aug (SM, TC) furnishing the high count. As expected, P.S.B. was the epicenter of westside reports, with 34 there 1 Aug (SM); 37 Semipalmateds in w. Oregon was treble the statewide norm. For the 2nd straight fall, Baird's Sandpipers staged an impressive flight through the Region. While eastside numbers were better than normal, the westside incursion was spectacular. The 108 Baird's surveyed along Clatsop Beach 18 Aug (OS) is only surpassed by an anecdotal account of 120 at Nehalem Bay, Tillamook in the mid-1970s (Birds of Oregon 2003); there were five other w. Oregon counts involving 20-38 individuals 17-20 Aug this season. A tally of 34 Baird's at Midway Beach, Pacific 21 Aug (GGe) represents the 3rd highest all-time single-site count from w. Washington.
	It was also a banner fall for Pectoral Sandpipers. Sixty-seven at Rexville 10 Sep (RM, CW) and 58 near Warm Beach, Snohomish 10 Sep (RM, CW) were the daily maxima in w. Washington, while the w. Oregon high was 40 at Floras L., Curry 21 Sep (TR). More than 500 Pectorals were reported from the eastside 4 Aug-9 Oct; peak tallies included 75-100 at Lind Coulee, Grant 11-18 Sep (M&MLD, SM) and 100 at Malheur 17 Sep (AC). Twelve Sharp-tailed Sandpipers spanning 31 Aug-18 Oct included 9 in w. Washington (8 in Skagit) and a single eastside bird at Slavin Ranch, Pend Oreille 24 Sep (TL). The earliest, a juv. at Bandon 31 Aug (KC), may well represent the earliest fall juv. ever recorded in the Lower 48 states. Unlike numbers of other shorebirds that migrate through the mid-continent, numbers of Stilt Sandpipers were again frighteningly low, matching the decade-worst 27 reported last autumn; the steady decline of fall reports in this Region (see fall 2009 S.A. feature) certainly warrants concern. Buff-breasted Sandpipers also bottomed out, with just 5 reported; this is the worst showing in more than a decade and is less than 20% of last season's tally. After just one report last fall, 9 Ruffs detected 15 Aug-14 Oct represented a return to the seasonal norm. At Abert L., Lake the annual staging swarm of Wilson's Phalaropes peaked at about 400,000 birds 4 Aug (RR); this number is actually low by recent standards and may be attributable to the receding pool of this playa lake. A Wilson's Phalarope lingering at Skagit W.M.A. 19 Sep was nearly three weeks late (CR). A Washington record 8500 Red-necked Phalaropes congregated at P.N.P. 27 Aug (BW); 2 at Westport, Grays Harbor 27 Oct (MB) were nearly three weeks late for w. Washington, where there are only a handful of Nov records. Two Red Phalaropes graced Soap L., Grant 23 Aug (ph. MB); another visited Conconully L., Okanogan 31 Oct (AS, ES). Interestingly, Reds have been reported from Soap L. multiple times in recent years, causing one to wonder how many might be found if birders more diligently sorted through the many hundreds of Red-necked Phalaropes that descend on this site each fall. Reds are nearly as rare in the P.T., particular before the late fall storm season; thus one at Channel Drive, Skagit 6 Sep was noteworthy (ph. MB). The late Oct storm blew thousands of Red Phalaropes inshore and likely explains 2 inland at Philomath 25 Oct (WDR) and 2 at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 3 Nov (BW); after a peak count of 8,000 at Boiler Bay on 24 Oct, daily numbers declined quickly, with only 700 there by 26 Oct (PP).
	Franklin's Gulls made an above-average showing away from breeding sites se. Oregon, with 18 noted 6 Aug-26 Nov, including 10 on the westside. An apparently unique (for the eastside) fall assemblage of Bonaparte's Gulls at Klamath Falls, which in some years has topped 4,000 birds, peaked at 2,056 on 11 Nov; these gulls gather in the Klamath Basin to feed along irrigation canals (KS). A juv. Mew Gull at W.W.R.D. 4 Sep (SM) was about three weeks early. This continues a string of early Mew Gulls—nearly all juvs.—in e. Washington over the past few years, which is of interest, as juvs. do not normally appear in w. Washington until late Sep. Most unexpected was a Mew Gull at Malheur 4 Oct (D. Evered); this is an apparent first for heavily birded Harney. A Lesser Black-backed Gull at Grayland, Pacific 19-21 Aug (ph. M&MLD), though just the 2nd for w. Washington, was the 16th for that state; this species is now annual in e. Washington, with most records occurring Oct—Apr. Western Gulls are barely annual and highly local in the Columbia Basin, so 4 there 18 Sep-30 Oct was an exceptional total; one at Potholes Res., Grant 11 Sep (ph. G. Oliver, O. Oliver) was far removed from the Columbia R. sites where they are expected. All but one of 5 westside Glaucous Gulls were in Washington, including a summering bird at Westport, Grays Harbor that remained through the period (m.ob.). Twenty-six inland Sabine's Gulls 13 Sep-13 Oct was about 150% of normal; 9 of e. Washington's 16 inhabited Potholes Res. 11 Sep (M&MLD).
	Though still about 25% below normal, 113 eastside Common Terns 8-18 Sep was a sharp increase from last fall's abysmal showing, with a maximum of 50 at Potholes Res. 17 Sep (SM, DS). West of the Cascades, all 27 inland reports came from Oregon; 19 at favored F.R.R. 3 Sep (DI) highlighted these reports. A single Arctic Tern joined the Commons at F.R.R. 27 Sep (†J. Dunn); this species is virtually unknown from the Willamette Valley. A Forster's Tern at Newport 3 Sep (RN) was the only report from the westside, which averages 3 per fall. A juv. Black Tern at F.R.R. came a full month after local breeders and their young had dispersed (DI). Seventy-four South Polar Skuas was above average but perhaps expected given the level of pelagic coverage; 12 off Newport 11 Sep (GG) highlighted this total. Despite sub-par offshore numbers of all three jaegers, Pomarine Jaegers showed well in the PT., where not annual; 7 were detected 9 Sep-10 Oct. Eight inland 
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Parasitic Jaegers 5 Sep-21 Sep was above normal; 5 were in e. Washington, including one that passed over the migrant trap at Washtucna, Adams, far from any significant body of water. A dark-morph Parasitic at Portland 20 Nov (†SF, †DI) furnished a near-record late inland record; there are just two antecedent Nov records away from salt water and the PT., the latest involving an imm. at Harrisburg, Linn 23 Nov 2009. Incredibly, 9 Long-tailed Jaegers were found inland during the season, one of which accompanied the Parasitic at Washtucna. Six additional eastside birds included one at Hood River 18 Aug (SJ) and a flock of 5 that passed astounded hawkwatchers on Green Ridge, Jefferson 25 Sep (P. Low et al.). In the PT., where Long-taileds are not annual, a freshly dead juv. was discovered at Mercer I., King 21 Sep (J. Roan), and another juv. at P.N.P. 2-27 Oct was record late for w. Washington (ph. SM, BW); a Long-tailed in e. Washington Dec 1982 is that state's only post-Oct record (Birds of Washington, 2005).
	A Cassin's Auklet, rare in the PT., was off of Bainbridge I., Kitsap 16 Nov (BW); most P.T. records are from Jul—Dec. Five Xantus's Murrelets in Oregon waters were all seen during Sep from cruise ships over deep water 70 km or farther offshore; 4 widely scattered birds (subspecies undetermined) were noted 21 Sep (JG, OS), and a scrippsi was 80 km off Lincoln 27 Sep (†TJ). Spectacular numbers of Ancient Murrelets dotted the nearshore waters off Boiler Bay late Oct+, with counts of 100+ from several days; 266 on 18 Nov (PP) appears to be an Oregon record. A Horned Puffin, extremely rare in the PT., floated off of Libbey Beach, Island 1 Oct (†A. Sedgely), and perhaps the same bird was observed 29 km to the n. near Green Pt., Skagit 9 Oct (†GB); there are about 10 records from the PT., most occurring late May—early Sep.
	Oregon's 3rd Common Ground-Dove was seen sporadically at Sauvie I., Multnomah 31 Oct-28 Nov (†DM, †SF, †DI, CH). A Barred Owl at Ephrata, Grant 3 Nov (R. Friesz) was in the shrub-steppe far from appropriate habitat for this forest dweller. A Northern Hawk Owl at Hart's Pass, Okanogan 28 Sep (ASt, ES, P. Moorehead) was, perhaps, expected, as it was not far from where the Region's only confirmed nesting occurred in 2007. Two Common Poorwills reached the westside lowlands, where not annual; one was flushed on Portland's Mt. Tabor 22 Sep (AH, CH, ES), and another, recently deceased, was discovered at Marymoor Park, King 23 Sep (MH, B. Bell). Though some Black Swifts surely migrate over the arid expanses e. of the Cascades, they are rarely detected there, particularly during fall; one at Paisley, Lake 4 Aug (RR) and 2 over Washtucna 9 Sep (TA, RM, BW, CW) were thus notable. A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 26 Aug provided an extremely rare fall westside record (WC). Two mid-Oct reports of Black-chinneds in Deschutes were intriguing, as one must consider the possibility of such late Archilochus being Ruby-throateds; both records of Ruby-throated in the Region have come in Sep. If correctly identified, these would be the Region's latest Black-chinneds ever by two weeks and the latest from the eastside by nearly a month. As with last fall, 10 Anna's Hummingbirds were reported n. and e. of their known range in e. Washington, which is essentially limited to Klickitat. One visited a Colbert, Spokane feeder 11 Sep (J. Dammarell), while another persisted at Yakima until 22 Nov (S. Downes). Both of the season's Costa's Hummingbirds were in Oregon, with a male at South Beach, Lincoln 7 Aug (WH) and a female at Bend 5 Sep (D. Hale). A Calliope Hummingbird, not annual on the westside in fall, visited Mt. Pleasant, 10 Aug (WC), and one there 3 Sep (WC) was nearly record late. Increasingly the norm, at least 2 Selasphorus tarried through mid-Oct e. of the Cascades, and 4 more were noted from the W.V. 16-23 Nov. A Selasphorus (reported as Rufous) at Richland, Benton 19 Oct (L. Hill) was the 3rd latest for e. Washington, while singles (possibly the same bird) were at Bend 16 & 24 Oct (CM, MM).
	The 35 Lewis's Woodpeckers detected in w Washington 2 Sep-2 Nov were surely dispersing in response to the acorn crop failure. This tally was more than double any recent total; prior to 2008, when 15 Lewis's were noted, w. Washington was averaging about 2 per fall. The Oregon showing was comparatively paltry (about 10), but included 3 birds in Nov, the latest remaining through the period at Dayton, Yamhill (D. Albright). Two Lewis's wandered to the outer coast, where exceedingly rare, with one at. La Push, Clallam 16 Sep (TL) and another at Toledo, Lincoln 25 Sep (C. Philo, m.ob.). Acorn Woodpeckers wandered again this fall, particularly in w. Washington; an astounding 6 there 23 Sep-7 Nov included 2 in Pacific, plus singles in Clark, Skamania, King, and Snohomish. There were about 10 previous w. Washington records, four of which came May—Jul 2010. Until recently, Acorns were very rare anywhere e. of the Cascades except for a small colony in Klickitat. This season, 2 reached Deschutes during Oct, and another inhabited Fort Simcoe, Yakima 26 Sep-19 Oct (K. Turley). The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker that wintered at E.E.W. in 2009-10 was back there 10 Nov+ (J. Geier et al.). Single Red-breasted Sapsuckers at Vantage, Kittitas 18 Sep (SM) and Powell Butte, Crook 27 Sep (CG) were significant in that they are barely annual on the eastside away from Cascades. Nearly as, rare w. of the Cascades at any season, a Red-naped Sapsucker inhabited Sudden Valley, Whatcom 2 Oct (PW).

PASSERINES
A well-described wood-pewee, reported as Western, at Ahtanum Mission, Yakima 19 Nov (†R. Repp) was completely out of season, fully four weeks later than any southbound Contopus flycatcher has ever lingered in the Region (the Region's only Greater Pewee appeared in Nov 2008). Four eastside Least Flycatchers 3-19 Sep was slightly below recent averages. Notably, one of 2 at Washtucna 3 Sep was an ad. (†SM); this age class is rarely seen during fall migration in Washington. A Dusky Flycatcher, only the 3rd for w Washington in fall, visited Samish I., Skagit 10 Sep (RM, CW). Black Phoebes have been extending their range northward into Washington, with most of the previous 15 records occurring in sw. Washington. The gates opened this fall, with 4 detected in w. Washington 20 Aug+, including a northerly bird at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit 20 Aug-11 Nov (B. Hamblin) and Cowlitz's first at Woodland 17 Oct-14 Nov (†Dl, †SF). Washington's 8th Eastern Phoebe graced Washtucna 4 Sep (†BF). Eight westside Say's Phoebes were all in Oregon 18 Sep-31 Oct.; w. Oregon averages about 5-6 per autumn, and this species is not annual during fall in w. Washington. This season's westside Ash-throated Flycatcher, a barely annual visitor there, was on the N.S.C.B. 16 Aug (L. Miller). Twelve Couch's/Tropical Kingbirds 3 Oct-16 Nov, sub-par by recent standards, were highlighted by up to 4 at favored Cape Blanco 1-19 Oct (LM, TJW). A Tropical Kingbird (heard calling) was inland at Bellingham 3-16 Nov JM et al.) and was decidedly rarer, as nearly all of the Region's reports come from the outer coast.
	Surprisingly, a Loggerhead Shrike spent the period (3 Aug+) at the Siltcoos R. mouth, Lane (DF, mob.); though the westside averages one or 2 per fall, they rarely remain for more than a day or two. Oregon's 3rd

[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB006.jpg]With increased coverage by birders, Goose Lake State Recreation Area in Lake County, Oregon has produced several rarities in recent years. This Yellow-throated Vireo, found there on 5 September 2010, is Oregon's third and the most interesting discovery at this site to date. Photograph by Stephen C. Rottenborn.

Yellow-throated Vireo brightened Goose Lake S.R.A. 5 Sep (ph. S. C. Rottenborn); both previous records came Jun—Jul. A record-late Warbling Vireo at Fields 25 Oct (M) was three weeks after the normal late dates; previously, one at O.S. 19 Oct 1997 was the Region's latest. A Gray jay wandered downslope to Rice, Stevens along the Columbia R. 18 Nov (S. Schubert); this species is rarely found away from montane environs on the eastside. 
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Twelve Blue Jays 17 Sep+ constituted a modest invasion; 11 eastside birds were near evenly split between the states, while the lone westside bird was Glendale, Douglas 7 Nov (T. Blankenship). Western Scrub-Jays, another species heavily reliant on acorns, irrupted away from their normal haunts in sw. Washington and the s. P.T. Impressive numbers and movements included 100 at St. Cloud Recreation Area, Skamania 10 Sep (CJ. Flick, SJ), 6 coastal birds at Tokeland, Pacific 25 Sep (BL), and 8 at the n. tip of the Kitsap peninsula, Foulweather Bluff, 26 Sep (BW, VN); additionally, 7 were noted 16 Oct-14 Nov in nw. counties of Snohomish, Skagit, and Whatcom. In e. Washington, where scrub-jays are incrementally expanding to the n. and e., 3 were noted from areas where they remain unexpected; this species is common in Klickitat and becoming established in Yakima. A Clark's Nutcracker at Seattle 28 Aug (M. Muller) was a rare stray to the w Washington lowlands. Single Black-billed Magpies were near Fall City, King 31 Oct-13 Nov (S. Ramos, P. Fahey) and Bellingham 27 Nov (fide JM); this species, formerly accidental in w. Washington, has appeared seven times in the past year.
	An imm. Tree Swallow x Violet-green Swallow hybrid near P.S.B. 1 Aug (ph. SM) represents the first documented occurrence of a seemingly expected cross (McCarthy 2006; Handbook of Avian Hybrids of the World); the difficulty in detecting this hybrid likely explains the absence of earlier records. Three migrant Bank Swallows at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 15 Aug (BT) were noteworthy, as there are very few records of fall migrants along Washington's outer coast. Four lowland Mountain Chickadees 28 Sep-19 Oct made a typical tally for a non-irruption year. Two Oak Titmice in a yard at Tiller, Douglas 21 Sep (JE) were in an area where previously unrecorded; this locale, at the northernmost extent of their range in the Region, is upslope from the lowland oak/Ceanothus habitats where they are expected. A Rock Wren, rare w. of the Cascades, graced Foulweather Preserve, Kitsap 20-21 Nov (R. Waggoner, ph. BW). Tardy House Wrens included singles at Vancouver L., Clark 17 Oct (SM, BF), Ridgefield 17 Oct (SM, BF), and Seattle 22 Oct (C. Sidles); this species has normally departed by late Sep. Washington's 10th Blue-gray Gnatcatcher visited Davenport, Lincoln 2 Oct (ph. CC, JC, R. Woodruff); most prior records have come in late fall. Though now annual May—Sep in more arid juniper zones in neighboring Crook, a presumed migrant gnatcatcher at Sisters, Deschutes 28 Oct (J. Gerke) was both late and in atypical habitat.
	For the 2nd consecutive fall, a Northern Wheatear graced the Region: an imm. at Bullard's Beach S.F., Coos 24 Sep (TR et al.) was Oregon' 5th. A Mountain Bluebird, very rare during fall w. of the Cascades, visited L. Sammamish, King 22 Nov (S. Cormier-Aagaard). A Swainson's Thrush at Vancouver L. 17 Oct (SM, BF) was about two weeks late. A persistently singing Gray Catbird at Clark S.P., Clark 21-22 Aug (SM, BF) may well have summered there; this species, normally very rare in w. Washington, was found in unprecedented numbers this summer. Three additional eastside migrants were encountered away from known breeding areas 1 Sep-14 Oct; the latest, near Vantage, Kittitas 14 Oct (RM, BW), was nearly record late. Twelve Northern Mockingbirds 4 Aug+ was about double the seasonal norm; all but 2 were w. of the Cascades, including 9 in w. Oregon. One at Washtucna 4 Sep (BF) was in e. Washington, where not annual at any season. A Sage Thrasher, not quite annual in fall w. of the Cascades, was at Florence 15 Oct (AC, DF). Bohemian Waxwings staged a mini-irruption in w. Washington, where rare, including 17 at Magnuson Park, King 26 Nov+ (m.ob.), 12 at Satsop R., Grays Harbor 29 Nov (K. Brady), and 2 at Mt. Baker, Whatcom 29 Nov (J. Bower).
	A male Blue-winged Warbler at Fields 15 Sep (†JG, †OS) was Oregon's 5th, 3 of these have occurred 9-20 Sep. The only Tennessee Warblers reported were singles at Sprague L., Adams 28 Aug (TL) and 9 Sep (†TA, †RM, †CW, BW); these were presumed to be different birds. Formerly considered less than annual in fall in w. Washington lowlands, 4 Nashville Warblers were detected 24 Sep-4 Oct. A late Nashville stopped at Astoria 23 Nov (L. Cain); this species is nearly annual during winter in w. Oregon. Two imm. Northern Parulas at Pittock Mansion in Portland's west hills 12-19 Sep (B. & S. Seymour, WG) were likely siblings; this species is not quite annual in fall. A lingering Yellow Warbler at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 6 Nov was over a month tardy (BW, GGe, J. Acker). Washington's 22nd Chestnut-sided Warbler visited Little Goose Dam, Franklin 11 Sep (ph. R. Taylor, T. Taylor), and that state's 21st Magnolia Warbler was at Fishhook Park, Walla Walla 25 Sep (†M&MLD). A Black-throated Blue Warbler at Mill Canyon, Lincoln 8 Oct (TL), Washington's 11th, fell within the expected fall window for this species, while a female at Seaside, Clatsop 5 Nov (MP) was about a month later than most of the Region's autumn records. Similarly, a Black-throated Gray Warbler at Sutherlin, Douglas 21 Nov (K. Phifer) was five weeks tardy. When one considers that the Region had fewer than 20 prior records, 3 Blackburnian Warblers in a season is extraordinary; Washtucna hosted Washington's 6th on 4 Sep (†BF), and Oregon's 15th and 16th visited Fields 15 Sep (fide AC) and Malheur 16 Sep (†AC, S. Wright et al.). The lone P.T./W.V. Palm Warbler was at Battle Ground, Clark 4 Oct (JD); this inland corridor has averaged about 6 per fall over the past decade. Nearly half (15) of the 31 coastal Palms were in the Cape Blanco pasturelands 15-31 Oct (TR, TJW). In a year when "eastern" warblers abounded, two of the most expected vagrants were conspicuous by their absence. Southbound Blackpoll Warblers no-showed in the Region for the first time since 1998, and a Black-and-White Warbler at West Linn, Clackamas 30 Aug (R. Michimoto) was the only one reported; in recent years, both species have averaged about 4 per fall. For the 2nd consecutive fall, an American Redstart was on the westside, where they are surprisingly rare in fall; an ad. female inhabited a Eugene yard 6 Nov+ (ph. B. Green). Just the 8th fall Ovenbird for Washington was banded at St. Cloud Recreation Area, Skamania 29 Aug (C. Flick, SJ), and another at Tumalo, Deschutes 8 Oct (D. Tracy) was the first southbound bird in Oregon since 2006. An astounding 5 Northern Waterthrushes were detected 14 Aug-11 Sep in w. Washington, where this species is less than annual in fall. Common Yellowthroats are remarkably scarce migrants and local breeders on the Columbia Plateau, so 14 at Washtucna 19 Sep (SM, DS) and 15 more at Sentinel Bluffs the same day (BW) were noteworthy. Single Wilson's Warblers at Nisqually 4 Nov (R. Richardson) and Grande Ronde, Yamhill 27 (L. Fink) were about five and eight weeks late, respectively; Wilson's occasionally attempt to winter in the Region. Headlining this season's exceptional roster of vagrants, a Canada Warbler at McNary N.W.R. 5-7 Sep (ph. M&MLD, ph. L Umthum, m.ob.) furnished a long-overdue first for Washington. Although on the increase in w. Washington over the past few years, fall records of Yellow-breasted Chat are few, so 2 at Ridgefield 2 Sep were noteworthy (BF). A lingering Western Tanager at Marymoor Park, King 4 Nov was about three weeks late (MH).
	Western Washington's 8th Green-tailed Towhee enlivened Port Angeles, Clallam 18-19 Nov (J. Mullaly); westside records for this species are scattered throughout the year. On the westside, an American Tree Sparrow at Forest Grove, Washington 19 Oct (S. Halpern, GG) was slightly early; one at Millicoma, Coos 24 Nov and another at Lummi Flats, Whatcom 26 Nov fell within the expected arrival window (WR, SM). This species continues 
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to decline in w. Washington. It was a banner fall for Clay-colored Sparrows on the westside this fall, with 11 detected 11 Sep-29 Nov; the maximum, 3 at Newhalem, Whatcom 18 Sep (PW), accounted for half of the Washington birds, while all 5 reported in w. Oregon came after 1 Oct. Single Clay-coloreds at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 3 Sep (SM) and Bend 29 Oct (H. Horvath) were the only east-side detections. It should be noted that Washington reports of Clay-coloreds typically peak by mid-Sep, whereas most in Oregon come mid-Oct or later, perhaps suggesting that many of the Washington birds are short-distance dispersants from nearby breeding sites in e. British Columbia, while Oregon birds may be coming from more distant breeding areas. A Brewer's Sparrow at Ridgefield 16 Aug (BF) made only the 2nd fall record in lowland w. Washington; surprisingly, none were reported from the W.V., where they have been annual of late during Aug. Vesper Sparrows have not been found breeding on Sauvie I. in recent years, so one there 21 Aug (AH, CH,) was intriguing; migrants did not appear elsewhere on the westside for another two weeks. In w. Washington, where Vespers are rare migrants, they irrupted: 17 were tallied 2 Sep-25 Nov, including an amazing 6 at Newhalem 11-18 Sep (PW). One at the North Jetty of the Columbia R., Pacific 23-25 Nov (M. Woodruff) was the latest fall detection for Washington and only the 2nd ever in Nov, although there are three prior winter records. An amazing group of 45+ Grasshopper Sparrows gathered at the roadside near Kahlotus, Franklin 7 Sep (K. Aanerud) was nearly double the previous high count for the Region; 25 were tallied during the breeding season at Newman L., Spokane 4 Jul 1964, but there is no precedent for a migrant flock of this size. A Sooty-type Fox Sparrow at Portland 29 Aug (WG) was nearly two weeks ahead of the typical arrival for birds of this group of taxa. A suspected returning Red Fox Sparrow was back at Millicoma for the 3rd consecutive year 29 Oct+ (†TR). Three Swamp Sparrows were noted e. of the Cascades, where few are detected most years; singles were at Antelope, Wasco 16 Oct (T. Love), McNary Dam, Umatilla 6 Nov (M&MLD), and the Colville Agency Headquarters, Okanogan 26 Nov (AS, ES). On the westside, 5 Swamps 16 Oct-28 Nov represented an average fall for w. Washington, and they were back at several traditional wintering sites in w. Oregon by the end of Oct. Harris's Sparrows numbers were again dismal, with just 4 reported 5 Nov+; in three of the past four autumns, the seasonal tally for this species has been 50% or less than the historical norm (8 per fall). Singles at Brookings, Curry 25 Nov (B. Stewart) and Tenino, Thurston 27 Nov+ (B. Sundstrom) were on the westside, where not annual in fall. A Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid also visited Tenino 28 Nov (B. Sundstrom); this cross is now being found annually in the Region. Reports of single dark-bred White-crowned Sparrows (Z. l. oriantha/leucophrys) from Washtucna 19 Sep and Sylvana, Snohomish 28 Nov (both SM) added to few prior records away from known oriantha breeding sites in extreme e. Washington and Oregon; there are fewer than five records of dark-bred White-crowneds from w. Washington. The migratory status of dark-bred birds remains poorly understood Region-wide, and the nominate subspecies not been documented from Oregon or Washington.
	Normally gone from the Region by mid-Sep, a Black-headed Grosbeak at Silverton, Marion 9 Oct (J. Thomas) was three weeks tardy. Three Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, all on the eastside, made a typical fall showing, but one at Yakima 10-18 Nov (fide DG) was exceptionally late; southbound birds e. of the Cascades are typically detected Aug—Sep, and there is just one winter record for e. Washington. A Blue Grosbeak at Malheur 15 Oct (ph. BWh) adds to nine previously accepted Oregon records. Indigo Bunting, formerly less than annual during fall in the Region, was detected for the 5th consecutive autumn when a female/imm. visited Malheur 16 Sep (AC, T. Bray). The female Painted Bunting that graced Seaside 2-21 Nov (p.a., D. Bailey, ph. MP et al.) would be just the 4th accepted for Oregon. As is often the case, Washington's 7th Dickcissel was found associating with House Sparrows at Windust Park, Franklin 4 Sep (†SM); previously accepted records are from widely scattered locations and dates. Four widely scattered Rusty Blackbirds approximated recent fall norms. Singles at Alvadore, Lane 24 Oct (†DI, †SF, ph. JS) and Tiller, Douglas (ph. JE) were in w. Oregon, where less than annual, while another at Ridgefield 8 Nov (B. Sullivan) was the only one from w. Washington, which averages 3 per fall; the lone eastside bird was at W.W.R.D. 20 Nov (M&MLD). Locally nesting Yellow-headed Blackbirds typically leave the W.V. by mid-Sep, and they are barely annual along the outer coast at any season, so 2 at Cape Blanco 19 Oct (TJW), one at Newport 19 Oct (R. Lowe), and one at Alvadore, Lane 24 Oct (SF, DI) were all unexpected. Nearly all of the Region's Great-tailed Grackles occur May—early Jul; thus one at Paisley 1 Aug (PS et al.) was unusual. Even more out of season was a 25 Oct bird at Coos Bay (TR); these are just the 4th and 5th post-Jul reports from the Region over the past decade. The season's only Hooded Oriole was at Bandon 14 Oct (KC, DL). Rare in the Columbia Basin, a Cassin's Finch visited Washtucna, Adams 3 Sep (SM).
	White-winged Crossbills are very unpredictable, but one at Washougal, Skamania 11 Aug (WC) was especially noteworthy away from its montane haunts; even more surprising was one that strayed to Charleston, Coos on the s. Oregon coast 25 Oct (J. Randolph). In a non-irruption year, a Common Redpoll in Portland 23 Nov (WG) was highly unexpected. A Lesser Goldfinch at Enumclaw, King 28 Oct-1 Nov (ph. S. Daniels) was well n. of the species' rapidly growing sw. Washington's population in Clark. Evening Grosbeaks were once considered exceptionally rare in the Columbia Basin, but they have been found more often during the past few years. This year, singles were at Washtucna 12 & 19 Sep (m.ob.).

Initialed observers: Knute Andersson, Tom Aversa, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Gary Bletsch, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Tracy Clark, Art Clausing, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder (Spokane), Judy Corder, Mike & MerryLyn Denny, Steve Dougill, Dennis Duffy, Julie Edmonds, Daniel Farrar, Shawneen Finnegan, David Fix, Bob Flores, Andy Frank, Chuck Gates (Crook), George Gerdts, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson (the-birdguide pelagics, Washington), Denny Granstrand (Yakima). Wink Gross, Adrian Hinkle, Christopher Hinkle, Michael Hobbs, Wayne Hoffman, Jim Johnson, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat) Bruce Labar, Dave Lauten, Terry Little, Maitreya, Joe Meche, Ryan Merrill (Washington), Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Lois Miller, Marilyn Miller, Steven Mlodinow, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, C. Ridell, Roger Robb, W. Douglas Robinson (Benton, Polk), Will Russell, Em Scattaregia, Owen Schmidt, Ryan Shaw, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, John Sullivan, Paul Sullivan, Ruth Sullivan, Dave Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Phil Wegener, Bob Whitney, Charlie Wright (eBird). 
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The Winter Season, 2010-2011

Oregon/Washington Region

David Irons
Douglas Schonewald
Brad Waggoner
Bill Tweit

The season started warm, wet, and occasionally windy. Frequent strong storm fronts came ashore in December, and precipitation was well above normal in the northerly reaches of the Region, as evidenced by Seattle recording its seventh wettest December on record. As the winter progressed, it became gradually cooler and drier. A relatively normal January was then followed by a somewhat dry but very cold February.
	More than twenty reports merited boldfacing, including one seasonal first and several other species that have appeared fewer than five times during winter. The Oregon/Washington observer base continues to demonstrate an uncanny knack for turning up hybrids; ten crosses are reported herein—without even delving into the mire of gulls. They include eight waterfowl of mixed parentage and a sparrow combination previously unrecorded in the Region.
	One year's boom is the next year's bust. Just a year ago we were chronicling a bonanza of spectacularly late shorebirds, while simultaneously wondering: "Were there really only six species of warblers in the Region this winter?" This season's roster of shorebirds was, in a word, uninspiring. There were just two rarities, one of which occurs annually in the Region during other seasons. Meanwhile, a highly displaced flycatcher and ten species of warbler brightened this season's palette.
	When it comes to predicting the occurrence of Slaty-backed Gull in the Region, one might want to look at the flight of Glaucous Gulls. During the six winter seasons (2002-2008) that produced above-average flights of Glaucous Gulls, Slaty-backeds were recorded annually, whereas the absence of Slaty-backeds during the past two winters has corresponded with subpar numbers of Glaucous Gulls. Perhaps this is merely coincidental, but it bears watching. Finally, the Region's most enduring avian mystery resumed after a one-year hiatus. Barn Swallows, which last year failed to make a mid-winter appearance for the first time since 2002, once again showed up in numbers during from late January through mid-February. Perhaps an examination of their molt patterns could provide some clue as to the source population of these winter waifs.

Abbreviations: E.E.W. (E.E. Wilson W.M.A., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.V. (Willamette Valley); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations found e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
The 116 Greater White-fronted Geese at Coos Bay through the season (TR) represented by far the largest-ever wintering flock for Oregon's s. coast. Now detected annually in the Snow Goose flocks in Skagit/Snohomish, a Blue Goose was at P.S.B. 31 Dec (SM), and 2 were at Fir I., Skagit 1 Jan+ (RM). A Snow Goose x Ross's Goose hybrid was detected amongst the Snows at P.S.B. 31 Dec (SM). Two late southbound Ross's Geese at Asotin 3 Dec (K. Knittle, T. Mansfield) made just the 2nd winter-season report from e. Washington since 2004. Single Ross's at Portland 12 Dec (D. Mandell) and Ridgefield 27 Jan (fide RH) were the only westside detections of the season and may have involved the same individual. Eight Lesser Canada Geese (subspecies parvipes) at Blackman's L., Snohomish 3 Dec was noteworthy, as there are very few winter records from the P.T. (SM, SP). A Dusky Canada Goose at Big Ditch, Snohomish 3 Dec (SM, SP) and 12 at Ferndale, Whatcom 31 Dec-29 Jan (PW, SM) were well n. of this taxon's winter range in sw. Washington. On the eastside, a very rare maxima Canada Goose was at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, 16 Feb (ph. SM). Cackling Geese subspecies (minima and taverneri) continue to push their wintering ranges into nw. Washington. Twenty minima were tallied in four separate flocks in Skagit/Snohomish, and 2 at Ferndale, Whatcom 29 Jan were the most northerly reported (SM). Reports of taverneri included 14 at Blackman's L., Snohomish and 240 at Snohomish Flats, Snohomish, both 3 Dec (SM, SP). On the eastside, 6 minima Cackling Geese were at Mc-Nary N.W.R., Walla Walla 16 Feb (SM); this taxon is rare but regular in the Columbia Basin. An apparent Greater White-fronted Goose x Cackling Goose hybrid at W.W.R.D. 16 Feb (ph., †SM) made the 3rd record of this cross for the Region.
	Though not established in the Region, a Mute Swan at found on the Wallowa County C.B.C. 19 Dec (fide A. Lueders) is of interest, as this species has been increasing in s. Idaho in recent years (per DT). Numbers of wintering Trumpeter Swans in Skagit continue to increase; 2,700 counted at Conway 30 Jan (SM) represented Washington's 2nd highest tally. Two Trumpeters e. of Coos Bay 5 Dec (TR) furnished the 5th Coos record, and another wintered at Flores L., Curry (TR); this species is rare at any season along the Oregon coast. A returning Trumpeter Swan x Tundra Swan hybrid was among a flock of Trumpeter Swans near Conway 28 Dec (SM); this swan was present last winter, establishing a Regional first for this combination and perhaps the first observed in the wild anywhere. Washington's 12th Bewick's Swan was near Fir I., Skagit 28 Dec (†SM); nearly all recent records-10 since 2002—have come from Skagit, suggesting that perhaps a returning bird(s) accounts for most of these reports. An apparent family group of Bewick's at Ladd Marsh W.M.A. 17 Jan (R. Osterman, ph. CN) was new for Union and yielded Oregon's first report since Oct 2008; note that a returning Bewicks has wintered annually since at least 2004 on the California side of Stateline Rd. at Lower Klamath N.W.R.
	A Mallard x American Wigeon hybrid, Washington's 4th, enlivened Ridgefield 6 Dec-10 Jan (ph. D. Porter); this cross was unknown in the Region prior to 2008. A Northern Pintail x Mallard graced Everett 25 Dec (ph. SM); this cross is nearly annual in the Region. Blue-winged Teal were detected for the 4th consecutive winter, with one at Ridgefield 23 Jan (RH), and 2 females at Scappoose, Columbia 27 Feb (HN); these birds are often found with Cinnamon Teal, which have wintered in ever-increasing numbers in the Region over the past two decades or so. A paltry 3 Eurasian Teal were noted in w. Washington this winter, while 6 represented a typical showing for w. Oregon. Conversely, a goodly 8 Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal hybrids were tallied in w. Washington, while just one was noted from Oregon. On the eastside, where neither Eurasian nor hybrid Eurasian x Green-winged is recorded annually, a hybrid was detected at W.W.R.D. 16 Feb (SM). For the 2nd consecutive winter, a Ring-necked Duck x scaup 
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SA Although inland Surf and White-winged Scoters are expected inland in the Region (mostly Sep—Oct), winter birds are less than annual away from salt water. In the wake of a fall season that witnessed a group of 9 Surf Scoters and 8 White-winged Scoters lingering through Nov at Portland, there were multiple Dec—Jan reports of both species along the Portland to Longview, Cowlitz reach of the Columbia River. Up to 5 Surfs remained at Portland through Jan (RW et al.), and 2 White-wingeds were still at Woodland, Cowlitz 22 Jan (RK). Additionally, single Surfs were recorded at six widely scattered eastside locales 1 Dec-27 Jan, and-an eastside group of 4 White-wingeds was at Mill Canyon, Lincoln 27 Jan (J. Isacoff). Punctuating these reports were 2 Black Scoters: a fall holdover that tarried at Spokane through 4 Dec (R. Woodruff) and a first‑year male among the Surfs at Portland 2 Jan (ph., †Dl). These appear to be the first winter-season records for the Region's interior, where there are about 15 reports of Black Scoter from other seasons.

hybrid was detected in w. Washington, with one at Capital L., Thurston 23 Jan (ph. SM, BT); there are very few previous records of this cross in the Region. A presumed returning male Tufted Duck wintered for the 2nd straight year among the swarm of scaup along the Columbia R. at Portland (ACl, m.ob.), while another bird there, initially identified as a pure Tufted, proved to be a Tufted Duck x scaup (ph. J. Rakestraw). A survey of the aforementioned scaup flocks at Portland produced counts of 4,720 Lesser Scaup and 490 Greater Scaup 22 Jan (SF DI); this count of Lessers roughly doubles any prior tally along this section of the Columbia River. Farther inland on the Columbia R., a Washington record 7,500 Greater Scaup congregated at Desert Aire, Grant 14 Jan (BW, DW). Present since Jul 2009, the female King Eider (Washington's 20th) continued at O.S. through 29 Jan (m.ob.).
	All but one of 10 eastside Long-tailed Ducks was in Washington, which now averages about 6-8 per winter; a female at L. Billy Chinook 7 Jan (CM, MM) was in cen. Oregon, where less than annual. Barrow's Goldeneye, formerly rare in w. Oregon away from a few traditional sites, is becoming increasingly regular along the outer coast and in the Portland area. Eight Barrow's along the Willamette R. in downtown Portland 19 Jan (ACl) and 9 along the Columbia R. at Portland/Vancouver 2 Jan (SF, DI) would have been hard to imagine two decades ago. Up to 3 Barrow's were at Siletz Bay, Lincoln 17-21 Jan (SE DI, J. Carlson). Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrids visited Gorst, Kitsap 18 Dec (ph. BW, VN), John Day Dam, Klickitat 9 Jan (ph. SM, RM, BW), and Yaquina Bay 9 Jan (WH); the latter bird may well have been a returnee from the previous fall/winter. This cross is now found annually in the Region. A Hooded Merganser x Common Goldeneye hybrid graced Padilla Bay, Skagit 2 Jan providing the 3rd Regional record for this intergeneric combination (ph. K. Wiggers, J. Wiggers, GB). A Red-throated Loon, now almost annual in e. Washington, was near Wallula, Walla Walla 13 Feb (M&MLD). An Arctic Loon noted off of Bainbridge I., Kitsap 5 Feb (p.a., †GGe, M.A. Rossing) would be Washington's 8th if accepted; all but one have been on the westside and have occurred Nov-Apr. Eight Pacific Loons 3 Dec-13 Feb was a typical showing for e. Washington; all but 2 were in Dec, when expected. Two Pacifies at Suttle L. 4 Dec (S. Shunk) and another late bird at L. Billy Chinook 9 Jan (CM, MM) were away from the Columbia R. in Jefferson, where far less expected during winter. Three Yellow-billed Loons was half the seasonal norm; 2 continued at Port Townsend, Jefferson (m.ob.), and another visited Florence 20 Jan (D. Horgan). A subpar 7 Clark's Grebes were detected in w. Washington. A Clark's at Hood River 23 Jan (SE DI) was on the eastside, where less than annual during winter.
A Bar-tailed Godwit (front), making only the second winter record for Washington, was noted among Marbled Godwits at Tokeland, Pacific County 24 January 2011. Examination of photographs of this bird revealed it to be the same individual last noted at this location on 15 October 2010 but undetected during the interim. Photograph by Dave Hayden.

[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB005.jpg]	A Wedge-tailed Shearwater found dead near Ocean City, Grays Harbor 18 Jan was Washington's 2nd and the 4th for the Region (fide CW). A presumed Manx Shearwater was seen from Cape Meares, Tillamook 18 Dec (PP); this species is the default small black-and-white shearwater for the Region Mar-Oct, but this may not be a safe assumption with an apparently unseasonable bird. A Leach's Storm-Petrel flew along the beach at Ocean City. Grays Harbor 17 Jan (DD, MB, SP), providing only the 4th winter record for the Washington coast. At least 4 American White Pelicans wintered in the W.V.; one inhabited F.R.R. 16 Jan (J. Sullivan); and 3 others produced widely scattered reports along the Portland to Longview reach of the Columbia R. 31 Dec+ (m.ob.). Three at Woodland, Cowlitz (M. Willison) and one at Vancouver L. 26 Feb (JD, SF, DI, AN) made w. Washington's first winter reports since Jan 2005. Following the recent pattern, hundreds 
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of Brown Pelicans lingered well into Dec along the Oregon coast, but 470 at Westport, Grays Harbor 29 Dec (BT, W. Johnson) was a truly astounding number, given that just a year earlier, 60 at O.S. had established a new seasonal high count for Washington. Three Brown Pelicans in the P.T. were also remarkable, with singles visiting P.N.P. 1 Dec (M. Westervelt), Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 9 Dec (S. Rogers), and Bellingham 12 Dec (I. Werney); there are only about 10 winter reports of this species in the Puget Trough. Pelagic Cormorants almost never stray from saltwater environs, thus one along the Columbia R. near Ridgefield 3 Dec (BF) was exceptional; there appear to be fewer than five such records for the Region, which include two from neighboring Multnomah. An American Bittern, present at Ladd Marsh Nov-2 Jan (CN), provided just the 2nd winter record for Union; bitterns were formerly extremely rare in e. Washington and ne. Oregon Nov-Mar but are now near annual there during this season. The traditional Black-crowned Night-Heron roost in n. Portland, the W.V.'s only known winter roost, held just 2 (ads.) through the season (m.ob.); the number of birds using this roost, which formerly produced double-digit counts, has gradually declined over recent years.
	Turkey Vulture, though rare in w. Washington before mid-Feb, seems to be increasing as a wintering species, with 7 noted at five locations 20 Dec-28 Jan. Vultures rarely winter on the eastside, so 2 at Hampton, Deschutes 18 Jan (M. Musser) were unusual; singles along the Okanogan R. 19 Feb (M. Spencer) and at Wenatchee 23 Feb (M. Yawney) were likely to have been early northbound birds. Single Ospreys at Burns Jct., Malheur 20 Dec (K. Cottrell) and Maupin, Sherman 9 Jan (CM, MM) were the first winter reports from the eastside since 2006. Three White-tailed Kites at Julia Butler N.W.R., Wahkiakum 31 Dec (RK) were the only ones noted in w. Washington this winter; the population of this species in sw. Washington has plummeted over the past four years. Up to 132 Bald Eagles used a newly discovered Tangent, Linn roost through the season (J. Fleischer, m.ob.); this tally nearly doubles any prior single-site count for the Willamette Valley. Interestingly, this roost is on the valley floor; whereas most in w. Oregon are upslope in the Coast Range or the foothills of the Cascades. An imm. Red-shouldered Hawk, originally detected by call at Bingen, Klickitat 22 Dec (P. Moyer), was seen and heard repeatedly through the season (SJ); this makes only the 2nd winter record for e. Washington. Just 2 Red-shouldereds were noted in sw. Washington, but in nw. Washington, where still rare, one visited Alger, Skagit 24 Dec (J. Wiggers). Washington's 5th winter season Swainson's Hawk was near Nisqually 2 Feb (ph. MB); all but two of the Region's 11 winter records have come during in the past eight years. A Ferruginous Hawk at Ladd Marsh 27 Dec (CN) was in ne. Oregon, where not annual in winter, while 3 were noted in e. Washington 20 Dec-19 Jan, where rare but now almost annual in winter. Only 2 Gyrfalcons were noted in w. Washington this winter, while an above-average 5 were in w. Oregon. Four Prairie Falcons in w. Washington this winter was a good showing and included a rare coastal bird; Pacific's first graced Tokeland 27 Feb (ph. BW, GGe). Single Soras, now annual during winter in Washington, appeared at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 8-26 Jan (GGe), Ridgefield 9 Jan+ (RH), and Belfair, Mason 25 Feb+ (T. Brennan). The 5,500 American Coots on Dexter Res., Lane 5 Dec (AC) nearly matched the w. Oregon winter record. A Sandhill Crane was at Allen, Skagit 4 Dec-14 Feb (L. Mills), and one was at Monroe, Snohomish 26 Dec-21 Feb (M. Jordan); Sandhills are very rare away from sw. Washington in winter.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A Mountain Plover, Washington's 6th, enlivened Ocean City, Grays Harbor 9-19 Jan (ph. C. Sundstrum); all but a May 1968 record from e. Washington have occurred late Oct—Feb on the outer coast. A species now annual in the Region in winter, a Lesser Yellowlegs wintered at Coos Bay (TR). A Long-billed Curlew, not annual during winter in Oregon, was at Empire, Coos 13 Dec (fide TR). A Bar-tailed Godwit, making only the 2nd winter record for Washington, was among the Marbleds at Tokeland, Pacific 24 Jan (ph. D. Hayden). Examination of photographs of this bird (in extremely abraded alternate plumage) revealed it to be the same bird last noted at this location 15 Oct; it went undetected in the interim. Barely annual in winter in Washington, 4 Ruddy Turnstones were noted at three inland marine locations. Single Red Knots were at Ediz Hook, Clallam 22 Dec (B. Paige) and Fort Flagler ST., Jefferson 6 Feb+ (DW); there are only about 10 previous winter records for Washington. Short-billed Dowitchers, very rare during winter in w. Washington, included one at Marrastone Pt., Jefferson 5 Dec (ph. SM, BW) and one at Rexville, Skagit 28 Dec (SM). It was a modest year for storm-blown Red Phalaropes. Aside from the 142 that enlivened Port Orford, Curry 26 Dec (fide J. Rogers) and 12 seen from Cape Meares 18 Dec (PP), all other reports 1 Dec-17 Jan involved 1-3 birds; one at Ocean City 17 Jan (DD, MB, SP) was the sole Washington detection.
	After back-to-back winters with hundreds of Heermann's Gulls lingering in the Region into Dec, a mere 7 (all in Oregon) were noted along the outer coast 1-18 Dec. Given the no-show along the Washington coast, 16 Heermann's in the P.T. 17 Dec-26 Jan was, to say the least, puzzling. A tally of 5,000 Mew Gulls at the Stillaguamish delta, Snohomish 6 Feb (SM) equaled the record high for Washington. This same location also produced a record winter w. Washington count of 2,010 Ring-billed Gulls on 31 Dec (SM); the only higher counts are both from fall. Single Lesser Black-backed Gulls along the Snake R., Asotin 3-4 Dec (K. Knittle, T. Mansfield, ph. Keith Carlson) and at the Yakima R. delta, Benton (B. LaFramboise, N. LaFramboise) were both in e. Washington, which has accounted for more than 75% of the Region's 20+ records. Slaty-backed Gull, which was documented in six consecutive winter seasons 2002-2008, went undetected for the 2nd consecutive year. After last winter's abysmal showing, this season's 35 Glaucous Gulls 9 Dec+ (all but a few noted on the westside) was only slightly subpar; the Region averaged about 40 per winter 2002-2008.
	Washington's 20th Thick-billed Murre was off Southworth, Kitsap 25 Dec (†I. Uhrovic) and most likely the same individual floated by West Pt., King 4 Jan (K. Aanerud); most records are from early Dec—mid-Feb. Ancient Murrelets made an unprecedented showing along Oregon's cen. coast, particularly at favored Boiler Bay, where an Oregon record 341 were recorded during a 1.75-hour seawatch 14 Dec (PP). From 1 Dec—early Jan, there were many daily counts of 50-100 Ancients at Boiler Bay (PP et al.), and 125 were counted from Yaquina Head, Lincoln 9 Jan (PP). Rhinoceros Auklets are very rare away from salt water, so one on L. Washington, King 5 Dec was noteworthy (C. Haynie).
	A Snowy Owl at Sequim 12 Jan made the only westside report during this non-invasion year (J. Gift, A. Gift); the last major westside invasion of Snowy Owls occurred in 2005. A Long-eared Owl graced Marymoor Park, King 20 Jan (MH, M. Bartels). Though a few Long-eareds are found wintering on the westside each year, this species is likely more numerous than these occasional detections might suggest. A single male Costa's Hummingbird visited a Lyle, Klickitat feeder 19 Dec (ph. P. Essley), and another male spent the season at Aloha, Washington (ph. K. Smith); this species is detected nearly annually in the Region in
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winter. For the 3rd consecutive year there were no wintering Selasphorus hummingbirds in the Region; Dec—Jan Rufous/Allen's were recorded annually 2000-2007. Following last winter's bonanza, only one Lewis's Woodpecker was reported from the W.V., one wintering at Dayton, Yamhill (D. Albright et al.). An Acorn Woodpecker wintered at Delta Park in n. Portland; though resident in multiple neighboring counties, this species is rarely recorded in heavily birded Multnomah. A Williamson's Sapsucker at Suttle L., Jefferson 4 Dec (S. Shunk) was the season's lone report. A returning ad. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker spent its 2nd consecutive winter at E.E.W. (J. Geier, m.ob.), while imm. Yellow-bellieds found in n. Portland 2 Jan (†DI et al.) and se. Portland 9 Feb (RW) furnished Multnomah's first two records ever. The latter bird, initially found less than 50 m inside the county, ultimately spent most of its time a half a block to the s., resulting in a Clackamas first (AH, ph. CH). It was a down year for wandering Red-breasted and Red-naped Sapsuckers, and no inter-grades were reported. For the first time in at least five years, there was no report of a stray Red-breasted Sapsucker from the eastside, while the sole westside Red-naped Sapsucker was near Bandon 1 Jan (D. Munson).

PASSERINES
Wintering Black Phoebes at Ridgefield and Skagit W.M.A, Skagit were fall holdovers, and others were noted at Little I., Wahkiakum 31 Dec (RH) and near Vancouver, Clark 3-8 Jan (SC); though there are only about 20 records for Washington, Black Phoebes appear to be consolidating a foothold in sw. Washington. Another Black Phoebe wintered on Sauvie I. (SF, DI, E. Elias, mob.); Multnomah is one of the few w. Oregon counties where this species remains irregular. The 209 Black Phoebes tallied during the 1 Jan Coquille Valley, Coos C.B.C. (fide AC) shows that a healthy population to the south is feeding the ongoing northward expansion. Oregon's 15th Eastern Phoebe inhabited the Winchuck R. mouth, Curry 9 Jan-21 Feb (RN et al.). A Say's Phoebe, rare in midwinter in e Washington, was at Crescent Bar, Grant 15 Jan (BW, DW). Three-quarters of w. Oregon's 8 wintering (Dec—Jan) Say's Phoebes were on the s. coast, including 3 at Cape Blanco 1 Dec+ (fide TR), while additional westside singles at Eugene 19 Feb (D. Wendt) and at Williams, Josephine 26 Feb (D. Vroman) fell within the expected window for northbound birds. The bird of the season was a well-seen Ash-throated flycatcher at Corvallis 4-5 Jan (N. Richardson, S. Richardson, †R. Armstrong, m.ob.); while this species has occasionally been reported during winter, this represents the first confirmed seasonal record for the Region.
	Given that there were just three prior winter records of Cassin's Vireos for the Region, 3 in a season is nothing short of astounding. The first, in s. Corvallis 8 Jan (L. Millbank, ph. WDR), was quickly followed by another several km away in n. Corvallis 10 Jan (†WDR); and another Cassin's was at Portland 9 Feb+ (RW, SF, ph. DI). The latter 2 birds were both discovered as the observers were attempting to re-find other rarities. It was yet another non-invasion year for Blue Jays; singles wintered at Union, Union (CN et al.) and Warm Springs, Jefferson (fide HN), and another visited Steptoe Butte S.P., Whitman 22 Feb (B. Siems). Following a significant fall irruption of Western Scrub-Jays throughout the inland Pacific Northwest, at least one bird persisted at Union, Union through 17 Dec (ph. CN); all the birds seen during this incursion have been of the "coastal" californica group (DT). Single Clark's Nutcrackers near McNary Dam, Umatilla 9 Dec (B. Frazier) and at Yakima 5 Feb (S. Downes) were the only reports of downslope wanderers, Normally very rare in w. Washington, a Black-billed Magpie discovered near Fall City, King during autumn remained there through 22 Jan (A. Schillenger), and another visited Vancouver 23 Jan (fide RH). These may have been remnants from last winter's mini-invasion; 8 magpies have been noted since last Jan in w Washington. An apparent Mountain Chickadee x Black-capped Chickadee hybrid was studied at Dallesport, Klickitat 9 Jan (ph. RM, ph. SM, BW), and another was noted at Rock Island, Douglas 15 Jan (ph. BW, DW); this cross has been found several times in Washington during the past decade.
	It was an exceptional year for wintering Tree Swallows, with no fewer than 61 reported 1 Dec-15 Jan; birds after the latter date are probably best considered northbound. The northernmost was at Nisqually 1 Dec (S. Thorp), while flocks of 10+ were noted at Sauvie I. 19 Dec (WG), Coquille, Coos 19 Dec (TR), Myrtle Pt., Coos 27 Dec-15 Jan (TR), and Finley N.W.R., Benton 29 Dec (WH). The largest gathering was at Ridgefield, with a maximum of 20 noted on 29 Dec (RH). Cliff Swallows made their first winter season appearance since Dec 2006, with 10 at Ridgefield 1 Jan (R. Weiland) and 3 at South Beach, Lincoln 8 Jan (L. Osis). After being nearly absent last year, Barn Swallows once again appeared in numbers during Jan and Feb; 150+ Barns were widely scattered on the westside 15 Jan-19 Feb. Ridgefield, the epicenter of this winter's swallow activities, hosted the largest flock (65) on 19 Feb (RH), while most other sightings involved fewer than 10 individuals. As has been the case in past years, these birds were in a peculiar state of molt that does not match what is usually seen in the Barn Swallow populations that winter in the Northern Hemisphere (P. Pyle), raising the possibility that these birds may originate from the newly established breeding population in s. South America. Apparently unrelated to this phenomenon, up to 5 Barns were present at Ridgefield through 14-24 Dec (S. Nord, RS, RH); these birds fit the long-term pattern of a small numbers of Barn Swallows lingering on the westside into mid- or late Dec.
	As last winter, a Rock Wren was found in w. Washington, this time at Burlington, Skagit 25 Jan-14 Feb (P De Bruyn). Bewick's Wrens continue to push their range into the Columbia Basin and beyond, as evidenced by one at Chewelah, Stevens 3 Dec (T. Little) and 14 on the Union County C.B.C. 2 Jan (fide DT). At least one House Wren inhabited Ridgefield 13 Dec+ (JD, AN), providing only the 2nd winter record for Washington; it was joined by another late in the season (m.ob.). Single Mountain Bluebirds, very rare during winter on the westside, were at Samish Flats, Skagit 8 Jan (A. Knue) and at Golf Course Slough, Whatcom 23 Jan (PW). Multnomah's first Wrentit remains entrenched at the Sandy R. mouth, where it was first detected in spring 2010 (B. Vrilakas et al.); this is the northeasternmost outpost for this sedentary species. Eight Northern Mockingbirds marked a return to the seasonal norm after just 2 last winter; singles through the season at Madras, Jefferson (W. Wolfe) and Klamath Falls (D. Hewitt) were the only eastside birds. Two holdover Bohemian Waxwings remained at Magnuson Park, King through 4 Dec (J. Puschock), and one visited Padilla Bay, Skagit 2 Jan (M. S. Dallas, L. Dallas); this species has been surprisingly rare in w Washington of late. A Bohemian at Astoria 18 Dec (MP) was even less expected, as this species very rarely strays to the outer coast.
	Though somewhat expected in the n. Great Basin, vast expanses of suitable habitat are rarely visited, thus reports of longspur flocks merit mention; 24 Lapland Longspurs were at Hart L., Lake 22 Dec (JGe, D. Benson), and another 29 were L.K.N.W.R. 26 Dec (KS); 25 Laplands at Bandon 1 Jan (D. Ledig, T. J. Wahl) and 10 on Clatsop Beach 23 Jan (MP) represented the only coastal reports. Sixteen Snow Buntings at Warrenton, Clatsop 21 Feb (D. Leal) was the only west-side flock. Single Nashville Warblers at Corvallis 21 Dec (R. Hoyer, H. Herlyn), Florence 
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30 Dec (TMi, A. Mickel), and Bandon 31 Dec (D. Heyerly) equaled the 2001-2002 record showing for this species, which is not quite annual during winter. Incredibly, 3 imm. Northern Parulas (2 males, one female) showed up in a North Bend, Coos yard 23 Dec (J. Rudolph, TR); though this is one of the more expected spring vagrants (mostly se. Oregon), there was but one prior winter record for the Region. Black-throated Gray Warbler is detected in the Region about every other winter; this season, one visited Coquille 30 Jan (M. Wihler). A Hermit Warbler brightened Vancouver, Clark 19 Dec (ph. L. Topinka), providing just the 3rd winter record for Washington. In Oregon, where Hermits are nearly annual in winter, 3 were noted from scattered Lane locales 20 Dec+. More than two-thirds of the 19 coastal Palm Warblers 17 Dec+ were in Coos/Curry, which is typical; these included 5 wintering near Floras L., Curry (TR et al.). Singles that graced Chimacum, Jefferson 7 Dec (MH) and Portland (ph. ACl) were inland, where they are not quite annual Dec—Feb. Washington's 3rd winter MacGillivray's Warbler appeared near Vancouver 9 Jan (†J. Johnson). A Common Yellowthroat, not quite annual in w. Washington after Dec, inhabited Ocosta, Grays Harbor 11 Feb (CW, RS), while another at Millicoma Marsh, Coos 14 Dec-29 Jan (TR et al.) was at a site where they winter nearly every year.
	The lone westside American Tree Sparrow was at Bandon 31 Dec (B. Bridgeland); this species is rare w. of the Cascades but is reported annually. A Chipping Sparrow at Crescent Bar, Grant 15 Jan (ph. BW, DW) made the 11th winter record for e. Washington. Fifteen Savannah Sparrows at Mattawa, Grant 14 Dec (BW, DW) was exceptional for e. Washington, where they have shown a steadily increasing presence during winter. Slate-colored Fox Sparrows, rare w. of the Cascades at any time and thought to vacate the Region during winter, graced Everett 25 Dec (ph. SM). Another was documented at Maryhill, Klickitat 9 Jan (ph. RM, ph. SM, BW); wintering Fox Sparrows of any subspecies are scarce e. of the Cascades. A Red Fox Sparrow was at Bingen, Klickitat 2 Jan (†SJ). Apparent altivagans Fox Sparrows were noted from Dallesport, Klickitat 9 Jan (ph. RM, ph. SM, BW) and Vancouver L., Clark 26 Feb (ph. DI, SF, JD, AN); this debated taxon, which has been assigned to both the Red and the Slate-colored group, is thought to winter s. of our Region. Three Lincoln's Sparrows in Union 2 Jan (TB) were highly unusual for ne. Oregon; despite much searching, the local subregional editor (DT) has not seen this species there in winter. Fifteen Swamp Sparrows, all westside, included 12 in Washington, which is twice that state's norm; 4 at Julia Butler N.W.R. 9 Jan (CW, RS, J. Flynn) was the high count. The Harris's Sparrow showing was again paltry, particularly e. of the Cascades, where just 2 were reported. Five westside Harris's was subpar. Increased scrutiny of Zonotrichia is revealing apparent hybrids on an annual basis. The Region's first White-throated Sparrow x Golden-crowned Sparrow hybrid was well photographed at Ridgefield 13 Dec (ph. SC); images of this bird suggest that some such hybrids could be passed off as Golden-crowneds. Now detected annually, Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrids were documented at Bothell, King 30 Dec (ph. RS, CW) and Nordlund, Jefferson 2 Feb (ph. SM, BW). A dark-lored White-crowned Sparrow (Z. l. leucophrys or oriantha) found during fall near Sylvana, Snohomish persisted there through 31 Dec (SM): there are fewer than five records of such birds from w. Washington. A Gray-headed Junco (caniceps subspecies group) was photographed at a LaGrande, Union feeder 30 Dec (ph. TB); this taxon has been encountered a few times in extreme se. Oregon, where it may breed.
	A Black-headed Grosbeak at Florence 8 Jan (K. Larsen) adds to about 15 antecedent winter records; this species is rare after Sep in the Region. Two female Lazuli Buntings during Dec, both in Jackson, were completely unexpected, as this species is essentially unknown in the Region in winter: one attended an Eagle Point feeder 7-15 Dec (ph. B. Hunter), the other was near Eagle Point 18 Dec (†S. Janes). Later in the season, a male Lazuli was seen twice in Ashland (fide AC). An imm. Bobolink on Sauvie I. 8-15 Dec (ph. L Redmond) made just the 3rd winter record for the Region; most westside birds occur along the coast Sep—Oct.
	A tally of 140 Western Meadowlarks at Monroe, Snohomish 3 Jan (RM) was among the highest w. Washington counts ever. Single Yellow-headed Blackbirds were at Chimacum, Jefferson 19 Dec (DW) and Monroe 23 Feb (B. Johnson); this species is not annual during winter in w. Washington. Similarly, a Yellow-headed strayed to Tillamook 3 Dec (WG). Six Rusty Blackbirds included 5 on the eastside and one westside, the latter was near Monroe, Snohomish 29 Dec (MB, M. Ahness, J. Houston); Rusties are rare-but-annual visitors in w. Washington. A Washington record 1000 Brown-headed Cowbirds joined a large mixed blackbird flock at Desert Aire, Grant 14 Jan (BW, DW). After a considerable winter season drought, there have now been 3 Hooded Orioles over the past two winters; this season's bird was n. of Port Orford mid-Dec—mid-Jan (S. Ecklund et al.). Now annual during winter in Oregon, this season's 3 Bullock's Orioles nearly matched last winter's record 4; singles were at Coos Bay in early Dec (S. Cawley), Florence 18 Dec (fide R. Robb), and Corvallis 9 -10 Jan (R. Enck). A male Purple Finch, exhibiting field marks consistent with the e. subspecies purpureus, brightened Friday Harbor, San Juan 19 Dec (†SM); a bird photographed in Okanagan Feb 2009 was the first of this subspecies to be documented in the Region. Single White-winged Crossbills at Wenzel Slough, Grays Harbor 27 Dec (†BT) and at Klamath Falls 21 Jan+ (B. Deutschman) were particularly noteworthy, given that this irruptive species was not reported from expected montane habitats. Seven Lesser Goldfinches at Vancouver 10 Jan (BW, RM, SM, BF) made the 2nd highest count for w. Washington and provided further evidence that they are establishing a foothold in Clark. Numbers and range of Lesser Goldfinches continue to increase in e. Washington, with a state-record 290 in the Maryhill, Klickitat area 9 Jan (SM, BW, RM), and in far se. Washington, flocks were present in Asotin for the 2nd straight winter (C. McCormick).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Range Bayer (Lincoln), Gary Bletsch, Trent Bray, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Scott Carpenter, Art Clausing, Alan Contreras, Jim Danzenbaker, Mike & Merry-Lynn Denny, Dennis Duffy, Shawneen Finnegan, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), George Gerdts (GGe), Greg Gillson (Washington; theBirdGuide pelagics), Wink Gross, Randy Hill, Michael Hobbs, Wayne Hoffman, Stuart Johnston (Skamania, Klickitat, Hood River), Bruce Labar, Ryan Merrill (Washington), Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Marilyn Miller, Steven Mlodinow, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Ann Nightingale, Cathy Nowak, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Steve Pink, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry ), Ryan Shaw, David Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Dan Waggoner, Phil Wegener, Rhett Wilkins, Charlie Wright (eBird).
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Spring Migration, 2011

Oregon/Washington Region

David S. Irons
Brad Waggoner 
Bill Tweit

It was yet another cold and wet spring over much of the Region. This period was marked by below-normal temperatures and above-normal precipitation for the fourth consecutive year. These conditions, which lasted the entire spring, spiked in the middle of the period, when Seattle recorded its fourth-wettest and third-coldest April on record. Record levels of snow pack remained through May, delaying foliation and bloom by as much as three weeks in some places.
	Although the La Niña conditions weakened in the southern hemisphere throughout the spring, sea surface temperatures off our coast remained cooler than normal. The season was marked by a series of unusually strong storm systems, which depressed coastal upwelling and created continual mixing that likely also reduced productivity. These storms also resulted in the cancellations of several scheduled pelagic trips, but reports from five vessels over deep water (two research cruises and three cruise ships) partially filled the void.
	Though the abundance of moisture caused consternation among many of the Region's farmers and gardeners, playa lakes and their associated wetland networks in southeastern Oregon, some which had fallen to alarmingly low levels, were recharged to full pool for the first time in many years. As could be expected with such weather conditions, northbound passerine migrations were occasionally stalled, and some departures from the Region were delayed. Eastside waterbirds seemed to stay put, as evidenced by just a single west-side White-faced Ibis and none reaching eastern Washington. Simultaneously, several species of landbirds from east of the Cascades made unprecedented showings on the west-side. Washington reaped the bulk of this bounty, which included mega-flights of Dusky Flycatchers and Mountain Bluebirds, along with more modest invasions of Lewis's Woodpeckers, Say's Phoebes, and Loggerhead Shrikes. Expanded coverage along a stretch of the Skagit River Valley in northeastern Skagit County may have revealed a hidden gem. At least for this one season, this lowland area at the base of the North Cascades seemed to collect and concentrate a surprising number of "eastside" species. Whether such occurrences prove to be the norm for this area awaits further investigation. Oregon birders compiled some staggering counts of their own, particularly during a spectacular 22 May fallout on Portland's Mount Tabor, and, as usual, some great birds were observed from the comfortable decks of cruise ships sailing through Oregon waters.
	The season's highlights were by no means confined to extralimital movements and eye-popping numbers. Dozens of boldfaced sightings include a new bird for Washington and two noteworthy hybrids. To the dismay of local birders, news of a few of these rarities came to us after the fact via photographic submissions instead of being posted to local listserves in a timely fashion. One wonders if the constant bombardment by—and growing disenchantment with—popular online social networks may be causing some of us pull in our tentacles of connectivity a bit. Could this ultimately result in an unintended rollback in the gains we've made toward real-time reporting?

Abbreviations: Baskett Slough (Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk); Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Mt. Tabor (Mount Tabor Park, Portland); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); Potholes (Potholes Res. and S.P., Grant); P.T. (Puget Trough); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" refer to areas e. and w. of the Cascade Range, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
Migrant Greater White-fronted Geese in e. Washington have increased of late, as evidenced by 1,500 at Potholes 25 Mar (MD); this represents the 2nd highest tally away from McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla. On the westside, 1,500 Greater White-fronteds over Astoria 1 May (MP) was the highest count. Large concentrations of Snow Geese at Mc-Nary N.W.R. are the new norm, though the 3,800 tallied there 5 Mar (M&MLD) fell shy of the record high count of 5,500 noted last spring; prior to 2005, Snows were considered rare migrants during spring in e. Washington. A Snow at Chief Joseph Dam, Douglas 18 May (MS) was more than three weeks tardy. Blue-morph Snow Geese were again found among the hordes of Snows headed toward their breeding colonies at Wrangell I., Russia, including one at Fir I., Skagit 3 Mar (DW) and 2 more there on 27 Mar-9 Apr (RM); these birds may have wintered locally or could have been northbound from wintering locations in California's Central Valley. Following consecutive springs with unprecedented numbers of Ross's Geese in e. Washington (67 in 2009 and 32 in 2010), a meager 5 were detected 19 Mar-15 May. Four westside Ross's 21 Apr+ approximates the seasonal norm; the latest, at Julia Butler Hansen N.W.R., Wahkiakum 31 May (R. Moyer) was more than a month tardy. Though there about 15 prior records for e. Washington (mostly Sep—Jan), a Brant at Potholes 25-27 Mar was just the 3rd there in spring (MD). Six Cackling Geese (subspecies unreported) tarried at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington through at least 30 May (SN); this species rarely summers in the Region. Since there is currently no self-sustaining population of Mute Swans in the Region, reports of singles at Roy, Washington 9 Mar (L. Norgren), Steigerwald Lake N.W.R., Clark 1 Mar-22 Apr (W. Cady), and Baskett Slough 23 Apr (P. Gallagher) were of interest. Single Trumpeter Swans at Calispell L., Pend Oreille 21 May (TL, TO) and near Edison, Skagit 28 May (fide M. Jordan) were up to six weeks late; this species typically departs the Region by mid-Apr. Tundra Swans also dawdled, the last of which were 2 at P.S.B. 26 May (RM).
	The breeding population of Gadwall on N.S.C.B. continues to swell, as evidenced by. 150 there 27 May (TR), while a nest at Baskett Slough 19 May (JGe) made a noteworthy discovery for the WV, where this species has rarely bred. Typical for spring, 23 Eurasian Wigeons in e. Washington 5 Mar-8 May included a maximum of 7 at McNary N.W.R. 16 Apr (M&MLD); 17 males at favored Lower Klamath N.W.R. 6 Mar (RN) was by far the highest count from e. Oregon. An American Black Duck, by all indications phenotypically pure, was at Swinomish Slough, Skagit 14 May (ph. J. Parrott, D. Abbott); excluding the failed introduction at Everett (last "pure" bird seen there in 1999), Washington has about four records of this species. Single Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal hybrids, now reported annually in the Region, appeared at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 29-30 Apr (ph. BW, DW) and at Nisqually 14 & 30 May (RS).
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Twelve Eurasian Teal were noted 16 Mar+, including eastside singles at W.W.R.D. 28 Mar (RM, M. Crawford, K. Hansen) and Lower Klamath N.W.R. 24-25 Apr (D. Hewitt); this taxon is now detected annually e. of Cascades, where formerly very rare. All 8 Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal were in Washington, including one at Tyson Ponds, Walla Walla 29 May (RM, CW, RS), which was record late for the eastside. All 6 westside Tufted Ducks were in Oregon 7 Mar--2 May, while Washington's only report came from the eastside, where nearly annual; one was on Rocky Ford Cr., Grant 17 Apr (ph. J. McRoberts). The female King Eider (Washington's 20th) that has been resident at O.S. since Jul 2009 was last seen there 1 May (B. Schmidt). Two Harlequin Ducks on Hagg L., Washington 20 Apr (NS) and a pair at Starbuck, Columbia 13 May (MFM) were dearly transients. Though there is a modest inland flight each fall, scoters of any species are barely annual inland during spring. A Surf Scoter 6 Mar (AH, CH) and a White-winged Scoter 19 Mar (AH, CH) were both along the Columbia R. at Portland, where a mixed flock of scoters spent the early winter. A White-winged at Priest Rapids, Yakima 7 May (AS) was only 11th spring record for e. Washington. Two Black Scoters visited Soap L., Grant 29 May, (MBa), furnishing just the 3rd spring record for e. Washington; there are about 20 eastside records for the Region, mostly Sep—Jan. Four Long-tailed Ducks 7 Mar-22 Apr was an above-normal tally for e. Washington, where annual in spring.
	Though there has been a recent uptick in such sightings, a Red-throated Loon in Gilliam 19 Mar (AH, CH) was noteworthy, as they remain less than annual in spring on the east-side. The apex of Oregon's coastal flight of Pacific Loom occurred 26 Apr, when 75,000 winged past Boiler Bay (PP). A Pacific at Priest Rapids, Yakima 7 May (AS) was rare in spring for e. Washington. Three Yellow-billed Loons in w. Washington 3-31 Mar was near normal, while Oregon hosted singles at Florence 5 Apr (Z. Stotz) and Tillamook 14 May (T. Love). One of 2 Eared Grebes present in suitable breeding habitat at Portland's Vanport Wetlands remained through the period (SF). An unremarkable 2 Clark's Grebes were detected in w. Washington 1 Mar-2 Apr, while in w. Oregon, 7 Clark's were reported away from the colony at F.R.R.; 2 Clark's were still at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 30 May (SN). 	This was an excellent spring for Laysan Albatross, perhaps as a result of colder-than-normal sea surface temperatures. Pelagics out of Westport (WS) and Charleston, Coos (RN) on 30 Apr encountered 7 and 3, respectively; collectively 14 Laysans were noted 25 Mar-15 May. Two albatrosses were seen from shore; one all-dark bird, unidentified to species, was off Lincoln City 14 Apr (PP), and a Black-footed Albatross was just off Boiler Bay 6 May (PP). Short-tailed Albatrosses, now detected annually, were again in the Region's waters: an imm. was 59 km w. of Newport 25 Mar (SMi), and another imm. was off the Olympic Pen. in late Apr (K. Lane). Northern Fulmar numbers were quite low all season, with the sum tally for all reports yielding fewer than 100 birds. Birders aboard research vessels and cruise ships in Oregon waters 11 & 20 May reported a total of 11 Murphy's Petrels from five counties (MH, GG, RN), while the lone report from Washington, 7 out of Westport 21 May (WS), was the high single-day count. The 21 May Westport trip also encountered a Mottled Petrel (WS). Two Flesh-footed Shearwaters out of Westport 30 Apr (WS) and another off Lincoln 20 May (GG) made the only reports. As is typical, all of the season's 4 Manx Shearwaters were near shore; singles were noted from Boiler Bay 21 & 26 Apr (PP), and on 18 May singles were noted near both Alexander I. and Destruction I. off Jefferson (RM). Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels are rare at any season in inland marine waters, so one at Cattle Pass, San Juan 13 May and several at nearby Salmon Bank, San Juan 14 May were noteworthy (fide M. Weiland) By spring standards, the numbers of storm-petrels seen during the 20 May cruise through Oregon waters were modest; a mere 14 Fork-tailed and 111 Leach's Storm-Petrels were tallied (GG, RN). Pending O.B.R.C. acceptance, the Ashy Storm-Petrel reported off Curry 20 May (†JG, †OS) would be Oregon's 2nd. 
	After a surprising no-show in w. Washington last spring, 26 American White Pelicans were noted in sw. Washington 21 Mar-21 May; this species is now annual along the Columbia R. in Clark, Cowlitz, and Pacific.
[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB008.jpg]Black-throated Sparrows are observed nearly annually west of the Cascades, but most are one-day wonders. This bird was photographed on 15 May 2011 near Langlois, Oregon, where it remained until 19 May, furnishing the fifth record for Curry County. Photograph by Lois Miller

In the PT., where decidedly rarer, 4 enlivened March Pt., Skagit 14 May (JP, DA), 12 visited Luhr Beach, Thurston 14 May (D. Botka), and 6 were at Samish I., Skagit 16-17 May (H. Armstrong). Small flocks of northbound Brown Pelicans were noted from several Oregon coastal sites 7 Apr+, and by 21 May, Westport, Grays Harbor held 272 (RS, BL); this reflects the new late-spring norm for the Washington coast. Given this build-up, it seems odd that this marks the first spring since 2005 with no mention of Brown Pelicans in either the P.T. or the Straits of Juan de Fuca. An unidentified frigatebird was seen circling over North Bend, Coos 23 Apr (B. Griffin); Oregon's six accepted records of Magnificent Frigatebird show no seasonal pattern.
Unbeknownst to the regional editors, Great Egrets have apparently been nesting along the Columbia R. at Kalama, Cowlitz since at least 
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2008 (fide RK). On 12 Apr, 22 were observed on or near nests at the hard-to-view site on Port of Kalama property (RK); this year's numbers were roughly double the counts made at this site by the same observer in May 2010. For the 2nd consecutive spring, no White-faced Ibis was reported from e. Washington, and the lone westside report involved a single bird at F.R.R. 22 May (TM); these minimal wanderings may be explained by the abundance of water in the Great Basin this spring. Evening counts at the newly discovered Tangent, Linn Bald Eagle roost, which peaked at 132 near the onset of the period, steadily dropped during Mar, with only 31 birds joining the evening fly-in on 30 Mar (JF). Three w. Oregon Northern Goshawks 8 Mar-1 May represents a typical spring showing. One Red-shouldered Hawk was reported from Willow Grove, Cowlitz 21 Mar (MB, SP, DD), in sw. Washington, where rare but annual. On the westside, where Swainson's Hawks have come to be expected in spring, 5 were noted 23 Apr-10 May, including 3 in Washington, where this species has now appeared in eight consecutive spring seasons (mostly early-mid-May); prior to 1997, Swainson's were considered exceptionally rare in w. Washington. On 13 Mar, a late-winter raptor survey around Hampton, Lake tallied no fewer than 30 Ferruginous Hawks, including 9 in a single field (D. Comstock, JM); while this appears to be a Regional record, similar assemblages have been encountered in this area in the past (per JM). A Rough-legged Hawk n. of Corvallis 15 May (H. Herlyn) was a full month late, while another at Skagit W.M.A. 30 Apr (RM) was merely two weeks tardy. About par for e. Washington during spring, a Gyrfalcon was at Davenport, Lincoln 4-16 Mar (fide GF), and another was at Othello 8 Mar (NL), while the only westside bird, near Raymond, Pacific 18 Apr (MB), was record late for w. Washington by one day.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Six Black-bellied Plovers, less than annual in e. Washington, appeared at five locations 8-27 May. After a seasonal record 12 Pacific Golden-Plovers last spring, 3 Pacifies detected 25 Apr-6 May were the only golden-plovers reported from the westside; w. Washington was shut out on spring golden-plovers for the first time since 2006. A gathering of 2,500 Semi-palmated Plovers on the beach near O.S. 29 Apr set a new Regional record (BW, DW). Black Oystercatchers in Washington are rather faithful to their traditional haunts, and very few are found even a few miles away from such places. This spring saw an unusual number of stray birds within the PT., including 5 at P.N.P. 23 Apr (RS, BW, VN), one at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 26 Apr (M. Reid), and 3 at March Pt., Skagit 27 Apr-13 May (RM). For the first time in five years, no Black-necked Stilts were found in w. Washington. A migrant stilt at the Deschutes R. mouth, Sherman 2 Apr (DM) was far from any known nesting area and fully two weeks ahead of schedule; stilts arrived at recently colonized sites in the WV 19 Apr+. The Deschutes R. mouth also hosted an American Avocet 4 May (C. Flick, R. Dobson). An avocet at Summer L, Lake 15 Mar was two weeks early. Avocets, which are now annual in the s. WV during spring, were noted in Lane and Linn 6-14 May. While 29 westside Solitary Sandpipers 22 Apr-15 May was well below the recent average—about 40 per spring is typical—the eastside showing was abysmal, with just 2 reported; 4 Solitaries at Kent, King 3 May (RM, MBa) was the daily maximum. Traditional roosting pastures along the Oregon coast again produced impressive tallies of migrant Whimbrel 29 Apr+. As is typical, the bottomlands w. of Langlois, Curry led the way; 2,000 Whimbrels gathered there 1 May (KA, L. Miller). On the n. coast, the Wireless Rd. pastures w. of Astoria host the largest numbers; multiple counts of 200+ were highlighted by 400+ Whimbrels there on 29 Apr (MP). For the 2nd consecutive spring, Whimbrels showed well inland, particularly in e. Washington, where they are traditionally very rare; singles graced Mansfield 11 May (MS), Reardan, Lincoln 14 May (DW), Potholes 15 May (M. Reid), and Sprague, Lincoln 15-16 (MFM). On 9 May, 6 Whimbrels appeared near Corvallis (WDR, HH), and a group of 8 visited Baskett Slough, about 35 km to the n. (JGe); the timing of these reports indicates that they involved separate flocks. Long-billed Curlews are rare but annual on the westside away from the outer coast, so singles at Woodland Bottoms, Cowlitz 16 Apr (ph. T. Mansfield) and near Brownsville, Linn 6-7 May OF) were noteworthy. A Hudsonian Godwit at Tokeland, Pacific 15-20 May was the Region's 14th northbound bird (ph. RS, ph. RM, CW, M. Woodruff). Marbled Godwits are rare away from the outer coast in w. Washington and casual away from saltwater habitats. This spring, 4 were at three locations in the P.T. 16-29 Apr; inland, 4 were near Centralia, Lewis 26 Apr (D. Hayden), and 3 visited Woodland Bottoms 9 May (RK). A Red Knot lingering from winter at Fort Flagler, Jefferson remained through 29 Mar (MB), and 2 others were there 16 May (J. Baier); knots are not annual in the P.T. during spring. Seventy-one Red Knots along the Oregon coast 28 Apr-14 May was a drop-off after back-to-back banner springs but still well above long-term average for this species, which has been an exceedingly scarce northbound migrant in that state over the past two decades; 30 birds near Astoria 7 May was the high count. The 7 knots that stopped at Baskett Slough 15 May (B. Tice) provided a Polk first and the 2nd report of northbound birds in the WV over the past three years.
	Single Semipalmated Sandpipers, rare as northbound migrants in e. Washington, visited Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane 13 May (GF), Reardan 15 May (TO), Giffen L, Yakima 7 May (DG), and Dallesport, Klickitat 17 May (SJ); these were the only reports of the season; the westside averages about 4-5 per spring. A Baird's Sandpiper at Woodland Bottoms 3 May (BT) added to about 10 spring records for w. Washington, where northbound birds generally occur late Apr-early May. In e. Washington, where Baird's are rare but annual in spring, one was at Lower Crab Cr., Grant 1 May (K. Thornburn). A Pectoral Sandpiper at Brady Loop, Grays Harbor 18 Apr (MB) was record early for w. Washington, which averages 4-5 per spring; additional singles were at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor 7 May (J. Broadus) and P.S.B. 20 May (RM). On the eastside, where northbound Pectorals are less than annual, 3 visited Mansfield 16 May (MS). A congregation of 330 Dunlins at W.W.R.D. 29 Mar made an exceptional count for e. Washington (MLD). A Short-billed Dowitcher at Toppenish, Yakima 14 May (AS) was on the eastside, where they are rarely detected in spring. For the 7th straight spring, a northbound Ruff graced the Region; this season's bird was at Denman W.M.A., Jackson 5 Apr (G. Shaffer). A single Wilson's Phalarope at N.S.C.B. 13 May (TR) was at the only coastal site where this species has nested; Wilson's bred here annually 2003-2008 but did not summer in Coos during 2009 or 2010. A male Wilson's incubating four eggs at Finley 29 May (JGe) represented just the 2nd confirmed nesting attempt for Benton; this species also nested here in 2007. As many as 12 pairs of Wilson's were present at Baskett Slough in May (JW); 40+ young hatched here in 2010. After a paltry inshore flight of Red-necked Phalarope in 2010, which produced a daily maximum of just 4,000 birds, maxima of 65,000 at Boiler Bay on 21 Apr and 60,000 more there 3 May (PP) were nearly double the typical high counts for the season. A Red Phalarope at Finley 25 Apr (WDR) appears to be the Region's first inland spring report since 1996. Excellent numbers of Reds were reported offshore in mid-May, with record tallies from multiple locales, highlighted by 650 off 
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Newport 15 May (GG); other high counts included 203 s. of Cape Blanco 15 May (BS) and 234 off Westport 21 May (WS).
	Six South Polar Skuas noted from the Princess cruise ship in Oregon waters 20 May (RN et al.) made an excellent spring tally, as this species rarely inhabits the Region's water before Jul. Long-tailed Jaegers, typically most abundant in fall, far outnumbered (67 birds) all other jaegers in Oregon waters during the 20 May cruise (RN et al.). Even more surprising was an ad. Long-tailed seen flying along the beach near the mouth of Beaver Cr., Lincoln 26 Apr (fide RB). A Franklin's Gull at Hines, Harney 1 Apr (HH) was two weeks ahead of schedule. Franklin's flooded e. Washington for the 2nd consecutive spring, with 43 tallied 14-29 May. Twenty-five at Sprague L., Lincoln 26 May (TL) constitutes the 2nd highest spring count for this subregion. After a two-year absence, Little Gulls returned to the P.T. this spring; an imm. inhabited Edmonds, Snohomish 18-19 Mar (DD, SP), and an ad. was at P.N.P. 7 Apr (B. Johnson). Washington's 18th Black-headed Gull flew past P.N.P. 18 Apr (†VN); other than one eastside record in Jan 2007, the bulk of Washington's records came from the P.T. 1986-1998. Mew Gulls are rare-to-uncommon migrants and winter visitors in e. Washington, mostly along the mid-Columbia R., but there are only four Apr—Jun records, so one far to the e. at Spokane 1 May was noteworthy (N. Trefry). Washington's 15th Iceland Gull enlivened Clarkston, Asotin 710 Mar (†TO, ph. K. Carlson); records are fairly equally distributed between eastside and westside. A Lesser Black-backed Gull visited Richland, Benton 21 Mar (B. Woodley); this species is now annual in e. Washington. Though this season's 31 Glaucous Gulls was on par with recent spring tallies, it was still about thrice the long-term seasonal norm. Five eastside birds 7 Mar-2 Apr were all in Washington. Aside from the inexplicable e. Washington invasion in 2008, the Region has only had eight records of northbound Sabine's Gulls away from salt water; thus, 25 Apr singles at Philomath, Benton (WDR) and Denman W.M.A., Jackson (HH, M. Oppenheimer) were extraordinary. Three Black Terns visited Nisqually 26-28 May (R. Moyer); this species is rare in w Washington at any season. A record spring tally of 248 Ancient Murrelets near Cape Alava, Clallam were found on the rather late date of 24 May, providing further circumstantial evidence of breeding on the Olympic Pen. (RM). The 22 Parakeet Auklets detected over deep water 23 Mar-20 May (SMi, MH, RN) was modest by recent standards; this species is now found annually in the Region, with most reports coming from waters 50+ km offshore. Live birds are rarely seen from land, so single Parakeets at Boiler Bay 6 (†PP) & 8 May (†WH) were particularly noteworthy. Single Horned Puffins were off Coos 31 Mar (RN) and inshore at Boiler Bay, where nearly annual, 21 Apr (PP); the Regional average is about one per spring.
	A Band-tailed Pigeon at Bend during early May (CR) adds to the recent spike in reports from the eastside, where this species is now annual. A White-winged Dove at White City, Jackson 15 May (J. Hostick) marked the 3rd straight spring that this species has graced the Region. Long-eared Owls, not detected annually on Oregon's westside, were reported from Sauvie I. 6 Mar (AF) and Cape Perpetua, Lincoln 17-20 May (JW); the westside status of this species remains unclear. A Short-eared Owl found flying about Powell Butte in e. Portland 17 Apr was clearly a migrant (AH, CH, E. Scattaregia). Single Common Poorwills along Illabot Cr., Skagit 22 May (GB) and near Conway, Skagit 24 May (ph. JP, DA) were in w. Washington, where very rare. As has proven to be the norm, Black Swifts moved northward along the Oregon coast during the latter half of May, with a high count of 200+ at Floras L., Curry 24 May (TR). A rare westside White-throated Swift flew over the Portland Airport 12 May (C. Hallett). Black-chinned Hummingbirds, very rare in w. Washington, included an early male at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 19 Apr followed by a female there 23 Apr (WC); most w. Washington records of this species are from e. Skamania. Additional Black-chinneds at Sumner, Pierce 4 May (CW) and near Olympia 26 May (BS) were in the PT., where decidedly rarer. Five widely scattered Costa's Hummingbirds in Oregon 1 Mar+ included an overwintering male last seen at Aloha, Washington 20 Mar (ph. K. Smith). While 10 Calliope Hummingbirds in w. Oregon 15 Apr-18 May was about one third of recent spring tallies, singles at Coos Bay 8 May (TR) and Seaside 14 May (MP) were in the coastal lowlands, where they are less than annual. For the 5th consecutive spring, Calliopes showed well in w. Washington, with 7 noted there 19 Apr-30 May; prior to 2007, this species was considered less than annual in w. Washington. Lewis's Woodpeckers invaded w. Washington, where now rare but annual in spring; 18 were noted 2-31 May, with most occurring in the Skagit River Valley near the Skagit/Whatcom line. Three coastal Lewis's, one at Newport 6 May (R. & L. Etherington) and 2 at Gold Beach, Curry 31 May (RN), highlighted 10 reports from w. Oregon, where 2-3 per spring is the norm. A wintering Acorn Woodpecker at Portland remained through at least 6 Mar (AH, CH). In Coos, where prior to last spring there had not been a report of Acorn Woodpecker in 20 years, 2 more were found this spring; one on Mt. Bolivar 4 May (MN), where last year's bird appeared, the other at a Power’s feeder 9 May (fide RN). Each state hosted a westside Red-naped Sapsucker; Washington's enlivened Capitol Forest, Thurston/Grays Harbor 21 Apr (T. Brooks), and another visited Gresham, Multnomah 21 May (J. Gatchet). Three Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrids were also detected.

PASSERINES
Territorial Least Flycatchers have been on the increase the last two summers in w. Washington, but there are still very few spring records. Interestingly, all 3 Leasts reported this season were detected in ne. Skagit: at Corkindale 20 (RK) & 29-31 May (GB) and at Rockport 28 May (RK, PW). Five eastside Leasts included singles at Fields 20 (M) & 29 May (AC) and a subpar 3 in Washington 28 May+. In w. Washington, where there are still fewer than 10 Gray Flycatcher records, singles were detected at Juanita Park, King 12-24 May (RM), Beacon Rock, Skamania 15 May (MBa), and Corkindale, Skagit 28 May (RK, PW, GB). Two Grays in w. Oregon matched the seasonal average; one was on Mt. Tabor 8 May (AH, CH), and another visited Crawford, Linn 15 May (MN). As recently as 2006, Dusky Flycatcher was still considered less than annual in w. Washington, and though 2-3 per spring has become the norm, nothing foreshadowed the astounding 40 Duskies found 3-31 May; 30+ were tallied in ne. Skagit. It is suspected that the persistent cool wet weather pattern may have contributed to this lowland buildup. Though Black Phoebes appeared to have been steadily colonizing w. Washington over the past decade (particularly the sw. portion of the state), two pairs found nesting at Ridgefield 9 Apr+ (RH) would seem to cement this species' place among Washington's avifauna. Far to the n., a wintering individual at Skagit W.M.A. persisted until 27 Mar (m.ob.). In w. Washington, where increases in the number of spring Say's Phoebe reports have bordered on exponential across the past five years, a near-record 21 were noted 10 Mar-13 May; prior to 2004, 2 per spring was typical. A Say’s at O.S. 22 Apr (BS) was very rare for the Washington coast, while another at Marble Mount, Skagit 13 May (RM) was over a month tardy. Sixteen Say's in w. Oregon 1 Mar-17 Apr was merely 150% of normal. A male Vermilion Flycatcher at Portland's Vanport Wetlands 26 Apr (ph. AF m.ob.) was Oregon's 5th; all prior records have fallen Oct—Mar. In w. Oregon, 7 
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Ash-throated Flycatchers strayed n. and w. of the Rogue Valley 7 May+; aside from one at Coos Bay 7 May (TR), all were in the Willamette Valley. Western Kingbirds showed well in w. Washington, with a maximum of 12 near Darrington, Skagit 14 May (K. Ranta), while 3 near Neah Bay, Clallam 24 May (RM) were on the outer coast, where not annual. Although double-digit spring counts of kingbirds are somewhat expected in the expansive pasturelands near Cape Blanco, 50 Westerns there 10 May (T. J. Wahl) was exceptional. Washington's 9th Scissor-tailed Flycatcher graced Concrete, Skagit 17-19 May (ph. C. & K. Kleinhuizen); most Regional records have been May—early Jul.
	Seven westside Loggerhead Shrikes noted 26 Mar-28 Apr included a seasonal record 5 in w. Washington, where not annual in spring. A Blue-headed Vireo, well photographed at Malheur 14 May (L. Redmond), will be Oregon's 5th if accepted. A Red-eyed Vireo at Bend 11 May (L. Rems) was in part of Oregon where they are not reported annually. The season's only Blue Jay was at Steptoe Butte, Whitman 3 Mar (GF). A Black-billed Magpie visited Friday Harbor, San Juan 29 Apr (B. Jensen); this species is normally very rare in w. Washington, but one or 2 wandering birds have been noted in each reporting period over the past two years. Though Homed Larks have occasionally wintered on N.S.C.B., one there 23 Apr made the first spring record for Coos; the subspecies of this bird was not determined. The Region's only coastal Bank Swallow colony, at Nesika Beach, Curry, held 20 ads. on 4 May (D. Munson). Single Banks seen irregularly on N.S.C.B. 7-24 May were presumed migrants (TR). A few pale-plumaged Barn Swallows from this year's mid-winter incursion lingered at Nisqually into Mar, with one present 19 Mar (BT). In a non-irruption year, a lowland Mountain Chickadee at Eugene 20 Apr was surprising (D. Arendt et al.); lowland incursions on the westside typically commence during fall and persist through the winter months. Two Bushtits of the plumbeus subspecies were noted again this spring near Potholes 13 Mar (ph. BW, DW). Although in recent years apparent plumbeus have been discovered between this site and the n. end of their range in the Great Basin, this small disjunct population is 400 km n. of their known range in s. cen. Oregon. Three Rock Wrens in w. Oregon included a presumed returnee at Mt. Tabor 28 May+; this bird inhabited the same small area where one spent several days during May 2010. A Bewick's Wren that spent the season at Lower Bridge, Deschutes (K. Owen, m.ob.) was a rare find for cen. Oregon; the ongoing northeasterly range expansion into the interior of the Region has generally followed the Columbia R. inland.
	Ten Mountain Bluebirds in w. Oregon 20 Mar-5 Apr was twice the norm; up to 8 at Portland's Powell Butte 2-5 Apr (AH, CH, AF) highlighted this tally. In w. Washington, an unprecedented 50 dotted the lowlands 11 Mar-18 May, including a maximum of 11 at Marblemount, Skagit 23 Mar (RK); 4 per spring is normal. A Mountain Bluebird at O.S. 18 Apr (KB) was on the outer coast, where rare, and one lingering at American Camp, San Juan 18 May (ph. K. McCallister) was three weeks tardy. Twenty Townsend's Solitaires at Corkindale, Skagit 1 May (PW) set a new record for the w. Washington lowlands, where this species is very uncommon migrant; one at Newhalem, Whatcom 27 May (RM) was nearly a month tardy. Six in the w. Oregon lowlands 17 Mar-5 May was typical. A pair of Wrentits, first discovered in Mar 2010, continued at Troutdale, Multnomah through another season (D. Leal, m.ob.). We continue to marvel at how these birds, considered to be extremely weak fliers, could have reached this remote outpost, which is at a minimum 50 km distant from the nearest known population. Sixteen Northern Mockingbirds 1 Mar-23 May was more than double recent seasonal tallies, with 12 on the west-side and 4 e. of the Cascades. Sage Thrashers, barely annual on the westside, were detected in both states; Washington's bird visited Corkindale 19 May (RK), while one at Breitenbush Hot Springs, Marion 25 May (T. Snetsinger) seemed out of place on the predominantly wooded w. slope of the Cascades. Washington, which had but 12 prior records, mostly May—Jun, enjoyed 2 Brown Thrashers in the span of six days; the first was a one-day wonder at Sentinel Bluffs 21 May (†RM, CW, RS), while the other enlivened Potholes with territorial behaviors 26 May+ (†S. Schmidt). The only northbound Gray Catbird noted away from known breeding sites was at Fields 28-29 May (fide AC); this species is found annually in the Harney Basin May—Jun. Ten Lapland Longspurs at Clatsop Beach 16 Mar (MP) accounted for most of the 14 reported along the Oregon coast 16 Mar-20 May. Twelve Snow Buntings, also at Clatsop Beach 16 Mar (MP), represented the only w. Oregon report for this species.
	Single Tennessee Warblers at Brookings 14 Apr (ph. A. Collinet) and Coffin Butte, Benton 6 May (JGe) were about six and three weeks, respectively, ahead of the expected window for vagrants; this species occasionally winters in w. Oregon and is found annually during winter in California, which may explain these early reports. Cascade Head, Tillamook has been the site of some staggering late May—early Jun fallouts of Yellow Warblers in recent years; this season's high count of 90 birds 29 May (PP) was modest compared to some years' but still nearly double any other single-site tally. An impressive flight of Yellow-rumped Warblers once again occurred at P.N.P., with 3000 tallied 2 May (BW, VN). Though well short of the record 5500 encountered there 22 Apr 2010, the early May date of this season's peak was indicative of late spring migration throughout the Region. A Regional record 195 Townsend's Warblers adorned Mt. Tabor 22 May (AH, CH); this tally is more than twice the next highest known count for Oregon and nearly four-fold higher than the Washington record. A Townsend's at North Bend 29 May (TR) was record late for Coos. A goodly 7 northbound Palm Warblers included inland singles at Longview, Cowlitz 11 May (ph. K. McCallister) and at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 29 May (L. Sanford); nearly all spring records come from the outer coast. Primarily a fall vagrant in the Region, single Blackpoll Warblers at Ephrata, Grant 25-26 May (vt. M. Yawney) and Horn Rapids; Benton 25 May (†MB) were just the 3rd and 4th spring reports for Washington, which now has 36 records total; this makes the 5th straight spring that northbound Blackpolls have been detected on the eastside. Four Black-and-white Warblers 14-31 May represents a typical spring showing; all were in Oregon. A male American Redstart at Alder Springs, Jefferson 30 May+ (S. Dougill) was welcome news, as it was just the 3rd migrant detected in the Region over the past nine spring seasons. Northbound redstarts are no longer annual in the Harney oases, where they were once considered among the most expected "eastern" warblers. Although this species maintains a small breeding colony at County Line Ponds, Whatcom, sites in Oregon's Deschutes, Klamath, and Union where redstarts formerly nested have produced no recent reports. A well-described Northern Waterthrush at Beaver Creek Marsh 22 Mar (fide GG) likely wintered there. Incredibly, an apparent MacGillivray's Warbler x Common Yellowthroat was detected in the Region for the 2nd straight year; this season's hybrid was in the Malheur N.F. n. of Burns 22 May (ph. R. Hoyer); aside from a Jun 2010 bird in King, there is only one other record for this cross. The Harney oases produced all 3 of this season's Hooded Warblers 29-31 May; since 2006, there have been no fewer than 10 reports in May and Jun from Oregon, which had but nine antecedent records. A Wilson's Warbler near Nahcotta, Pacific 7 Mar (JG) almost 
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assuredly overwintered nearby; this species normally arrives in mid-Apr. Three Yellow-breasted Chats in w. Washington 13 May+ was consistent with recent springs and adds further evidence that this species is making a comeback in that subregion.
	American Tree Sparrows are declining in w. Washington, with very few recent records of northbound migrants, so one at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 13 Mar was noteworthy (M. Blue). The 58 Chipping Sparrows at Newhalem, Whatcom 27 May (RM) was a record for the w. Washington lowlands. A single Clay-colored Sparrow at Sisters 24-27 Apr (CR) was rare for Oregon, which has very few spring records, while another at Newhalem 9 May (RK) adds to the handful of spring records for w. Washington. Brewer's Sparrows rarely stray to w. Washington; singles at Snoqualmie, King 13-17 Apr (ph. J. Tubbs) and Rockport, Skagit 25 May (RK) were thus noteworthy. Surprisingly, the 10 Vesper Sparrows in w. Washington were all in the Skagit R. area of ne. Skagit and se. Whatcom 30 Apr-29 May; migrant Vespers are rare away from the few westside breeding locations. Lone migrant Lark Sparrows at P.N.P. 4 May (ph. J. Acker), at Mt. Vernon, Skagit 15 May (ph. JP), near Rockport, Skagit 25 May (RK), and at Marymoor Park, King 30 May (ph. R. Ben-Shalom) added to fewer than a dozen prior spring records for w. Washington. A Lark Sparrow at N.S.C.B. 29 Apr (TR) was the 7th for Coos, while another at Floras L the same day was in neighboring Curry, where they are annual Apr—May. Three Black-throated Sparrows were noted w. of the Cascades, where they are rare but barely annual during spring; singles enlivened Langlois, Curry 15-19 May (ph. KA), Roseburg 18 May (B. Altman), and Milltown, Skagit 28 May (M. Willison). Now annual in Washington, a Red Fox Sparrow (iliaca subspecies group) visited Tenino, Thurston 4-6 Apr (B. Sundstrom, ph. RM). Similarly rare w. of the Cascades, a Slate-colored Fox Sparrow graced Juanita Park, King 12 May (RM). Four westside Harris's Sparrows 1 Apr+ included one that lingered at Bothell, King through the late date of 8 May (ph. G. Thompson). Eastern Washington's only Harris's was at Electric City, Grant 12 Mar (BW, DW), while another late bird inhabited Fields 3-10 May (M). On the heels of the Region's first White-throated Sparrow x Golden-crowned Sparrow, photographed at Ridgefield in Dec 2010, 2 more were identified this season: one at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 5 May (WC), the other on Mt. Tabor 15 May (TDI, AC, ph. CH). A Golden-crowned Sparrow dawdled until 31 May at Nisqually (RM). A Golden-crowned at Unity, Baker 8 May (RN) was a rare find in far e. Oregon.
	Although it represents the Region's 2nd highest tally ever, a count of 600 Western Tanagers at Ridgefield 11 May (RH) fell well shy of the 1,450 that flew past P.N.P. 16 May 2008; 450 tanagers at Mt. Tabor 22 May (AH, CH) was a record count for Oregon. A male Summer Tanager brightened Aloha, Washington 26 May+ (J. Harkin, ph. S. Carpenter, m.ob.), providing just the 2nd spring record in the Region since 2001. As with all Regional reports of Northern Cardinal, questions of provenance are raised, and such would be the case with a territorial male at Burley, Kitsap 23 Apr (ph. RS, BW). Two males and a female were noted at this location in 2007. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Duvall, Snohomish 18 May (ph. S. Coats) represented a fairly typical spring for w. Washington, while 4 in Oregon 26 May+ included a pair at a Gold Beach feeder (G. Sevey). One of multiple Lazuli Buntings found during the winter season in Jackson was still present at the Jefferson Nature Center 24 Mar (J. O'Connell). A tally of 50+ Lazulis in Linn 30 May included one group of 30+ (mostly males) e. of Harrisburg (JW). An Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Bunting hybrid visited College Place, Walla Walla 17 May (ph. MLD); there are only two previous records of this cross in Washington. Washington's 8th Dickcissel visited Bow, Skagit 30 May (ph. G. Wolff); records are scattered throughout the year. Two Tricolored Blackbirds at Sprague 15-16 May (MFM) were away from known breeding colonies in Whitman and Grant; this species first appeared in s.-cen. Washington in 2003. Single Common Grackles, now reported almost annually in May in se. Oregon, visited Burns Junction, Malheur 22 May (L. & K. Cottrell) and Fields 22 May (M). Nine Great-tailed Grackles in Oregon 20 Apr+ was a better than average showing; up to 4 were detected in Coos and Curry, where still less than annual. An extremely rare eastside Orchard Oriole was at Malheur 15 May (AC, S. Wright); this was the 14th for the Region but just the 3rd from e. of the Cascades. For the 2nd consecutive spring, multiple Hooded Orioles showed up in e. Oregon, where they have traditionally been quite rare; 2 different individuals graced Klamath Falls 8-10 May (A. Shannon, D. Hewitt). The season's only Baltimore Oriole was on Sauvie I. 26 May+ (fide GG).
	Most intriguing was the report of 3 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches on the summit of Mary’s Peak 30 May (J. & K. Fairchild); while this species is known to be present at this site Oct—Mar, there are no breeding records from Oregon's Coast Range. A Pine Grosbeak at Gresham, Multnomah 16 Apr (J. Gatchet) was a most surprising visitor to the w. Oregon lowlands, while another at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 25 May (BW, ph. S. Spoor) was the latest spring record for the w. Washington lowlands; note that 2 at Everett last Jun were a first in summer for the w. Washington lowlands. A male Lawrence's Goldfinch photographed on San Juan I., San Juan 1 May provided-a. long anticipated first for Washington (fide B. Jensen) and at least the 8th for the Region. Eleven Lesser Goldfinches at eight locations were noted in w. Washington away from Clark 10-28 Apr, with the most northerly at P.N.P. 23 Apr (RS, BW, VN). Although Lessers have exploded beyond their traditional e. Washington haunts in Klickitat over the past five years, a tally of 55 at Lyon's Ferry, Franklin 28 Mar (RM, M. Crawford, K. Hansen) was utterly unexpected. Another 23 Lessers were noted from seven additional locations in se. Washington 10 Mar-29 May.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Dick Abbott, Knute Andersson, Matt Bartels, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Gary Bletsch, Keith Brady, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Dennis Duffy Greg Falco (Spokane), Shawneen Finnegan (Oregon), Jeff Fleischer, Bob Flores, Andy Frank, Joel Geier, George Gerdts (GGe), Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson (thebirdguide pelagics, Washington), Denny Grandstrand (Yakima), Michael Harrison, Randy Hill, Adrian Hinkle, Christopher Hinkle, Wayne Hoffman, Howard Horvath, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Randy Knapp, Russ Koppendrayer, Bruce LaBar, Nancy LaFramboise, Terry Little, Maitreya, David Mandell, Mary Francis Mathis, Judy Meredith, Ryan Merrill (Washington), Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Scott Mills, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Mark Nikas, Steve Nord, Tim O'Brien, Josh Parrott, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Steve Pink, Chuck Rich, W. Douglas Robinson (Benton, Polk), Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry ), Owen Schmidt, Ryan Shaw, Bill Shelmerdine, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Meredith Spencer, Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, Noah Strycker, Dave Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Dan Waggoner, Phil Wegener, Westport Seabirds, Jay Withgott, Charlie Wright (Washington).
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The Nesting Season, 2011
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“Cool and cloudy" best describes this summer in the western reaches of the Region. Though precipitation was near normal, temperatures for both June and July were well below normal. Seattle recorded only ten days in June with temperatures over 70° F, and in July there were only four days that reached 80° F. Given the summer chill that came on the heels of a cool and wet spring, fleece outerwear was kept close at hand. During the first week of June, strong easterly winds produced fallout conditions on back-to-back days at coastal Oregon's Cascade Head, with action so fast and furious that the reporting observer was sure a couple of good birds "got away." Offshore, oceanographic conditions were marked by significantly colder-than-normal sea surface temperatures across most of the eastern North Pacific, becoming more average near shore. Upwelling was weak during June but strengthened to nearly average in July. Pelagic coverage was less than in recent years, with just one June trip and three during July out of Westport; there were no Oregon trips during the season.
	As a result of the persistent coolness, late departures and protracted migration were the most consistent themes of the season. 
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"Puddle duck" habitat was in more abundant supply than normal in the Willamette Valley. Several species that are typically long gone from the Valley floors by June lingered into the season in the lowlands. Highlighting the interior species that strayed west of the Cascades was a Gray Flycatcher, which was a summer first for western Washington. Our spring column chronicled a treasure trove of birds along the Skagit River in northeast Skagit County; continuing coverage along this skirt of the North Cascades supplied a roster of late lingerers and "eastside" species. Finally, the identity of a long-staying shorebird along Oregon's southern coast sparked international debate until the locals collected sufficient documentation to satisfy those who doubted from afar. As a result, we now know a little more about the molt timing and migratory habits of first-summer Red-necked Stints.

NARRATIVE
	Finally, with this column our team bids adieu to Bill Tweit. Off and on (mostly on), Bill has been part of the editing team for Oregon and Washington and the old "Northern Pacific Coast Region" since 1978, when we still knew him as Bill Harrington-Tweit. By our calculations, Bill has worked with 13 different co-editors. Along the way, there were multiple stints (not the kind we hope for) when he was producing the entire column by himself. In recent years, Bill has compiled sightings and analyzed trends on the Region's seabirds. We will sorely miss his insights and analysis of offshore food supplies and trends in sea surface temperatures, along with his firsthand appreciation of the changes in the Region's birdlife over the past 33 years. We wish Bill the best, and it is our hope that he is able to trade time spent crafting these reports for time out in the field, ensuring that "BT" continues to be a fixture among the initialed observers cited in this Region's seasonal summaries.
	In the wake of Bill's retirement, Ryan Merrill will take over the editing of pelagic reports. For the past year or so, Ryan has been a major behind-the-scenes contributor by compiling sightings for the Washington editors and tracking down those pesky details. We welcome him to the team and look forward to his contributions.

Abbreviations: Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge W.M.A., Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR) Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA); W.V. (Willamette Valley, OR). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade Crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB010.jpg]
This first-year Short-tailed Albatross brought smiles to the faces of seabirders off Westport, Washington 25 June, 2011. Washington now has about a dozen records, with five in the past four years. Photograph by Ryan Shaw.

[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB009.jpg]Though nearly annual during summer off Oregon and Washington in recent years, an extraordinary three Horned Puffins were detected there in summer 2011. This bird was studied 23 July off Westport, Washington. Photograph by Ryan Shaw.

A Ross's Goose lingered at Julia Butler N.W.R., Wahkiakum 2 Jun (R. Moyer), providing only the 4th Washington summer record. Two Brant were near Bandon 10 Jun-3 Jul (DF, KC, DL), while one at Tatoosh I., Clallam 14 Jun (RM) and another at Padilla Bay, Skagit 22 Jul+ (RM) were the only reports for w. Washington. Brant have become increasingly regular during summer in the Region. Notably, the Padilla Bay bird was from the Western High Arctic population ("Gray-bellied Brant"), of which there are very few summer records. A Tundra Swan at Sprague L., Adams 13 Jun (ph. WC) provided an extremely rare summer record for the eastside, while another, at Juanita, King 8 Jul+ (D. Templeton), was extraordinarily late on the westside. The lone westside Trumpeter Swan inhabited P.S.B. 21 Jul+ (SP). A flock of 6 Trumpeters at Stehekin, Chelan 7 Jun (M. McCloy) and 2 at Wilson Creek, Grant 18 Jun (D. Hayden) were in e. Washington, where, aside from the resident Trumpeter at Turnbull N.W.R., there are fewer than 10 summer records combined for both Tundra and Trumpeter Swans. Five Trumpeters at Powell Butte, Crook 10 Jun (C. Zalunardo) represented the only Oregon report away from the small resident population at Malheur.
	Five American Wigeons at N.S.C.B. 1 Jun were the 
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latest northbound birds ever recorded in Coos; a pair lingered there through 14 Jun, and a male oversummered (all TR). At least 30 broods of Gadwall hatched at N.S.C.B. this season, and a "few hundred" were there at the end of the period (TR). With water aplenty, Gadwalls nested all over the W.V., where until recently they were scarce breeders. Now reported annually in the Region, a Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal hybrid visited Woodland Bottoms, Cowlitz 2 Jun (M. Crawford). Canvasbacks are not annual on the 
[image: C:\Users\Owner\Desktop\Volume 65, No. 1\NAB011.jpg]
A first for Jefferson County, this Chestnut-sided Warbler visited Protection Island, Washington 21 June 2010. Most of the 23 state records of this species have occurred in June. Photograph by Andre Moncrieff.

westside during summer, so one at F.R.R. 4 Jun US), 2 at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 23 Jun-9 Jul (K. Brady), and another at P.S.B. 15 Jul (RM) were noteworthy. A brood of Redheads at Vanport Wetlands 9 Jun+ (AF) constituted the first breeding record for Multnomah, while another brood at nearby Ridgefield 31 Jul (RH) was just the 3rd such record for w. Washington. Away from Island, Lesser Scaup are rare westside breeders; three of the four broods found in that county during Jul were at Deer Lagoon (RM), a site that has yielded as many as seven broods in recent years. A White-winged Scoter on the Columbia R. near Vantage, Kittitas 3 Jun (BW) made just the 5th summer record for e. Washington. A rare summering Black Scoter inhabited O.S. 1 Jun-24 Jul (RM). A Long-tailed Duck, not reported annually during summer, was at March Pt., Skagit 1-8 Jul (RM). Small groups of Bufflehead tarried into early Jun at F.R.R. (JS) and at N.S.C.B., where 3 also summered (TR).
	Although ad. Horned Grebes were observed in appropriate breeding habitat at multiple Lake locales during the season, including a pair gathering nesting material at the Lakeview sewage ponds on 9 Jun, none apparently produced broods (AK); a few pairs breed at Malheur in neighboring Harney, but there is just one published nesting record for Lake. Eared Grebes are not annual on the westside during summer, so one at Ridgefield 9-25 Jun (S. Carpenter) and 2 at Vanport Wetlands 3-18 Jul (G. Haworth, AF) were newsworthy. A Clark's Grebe off Browns Pt., Grays Harbor 30 Jul (BW, R. Waggoner) provided only the 5th w. Washington summer record away from Vancouver Lake. In w. Oregon, 2 Clark's summered at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington (SN), while another at, Yachats, Lincoln 26 Jul (AC, T. Meinzen) was the only coastal sighting for that state.
	Three Laysan Albatrosses off Westport 25 Jun (RS, BSh) were unusual: most of the Region's reports come Oct—Apr. Yet another first-year Short-tailed Albatross was seen out of Westport 25 Jun (S. Mills, ph. RS, BSh); this species is now nearly annual in the Region. An injured Northern Fulmar was on the beach near the Tenmile Cr. mouth, Coos 12 Jul (DF); this species is exceptionally rare inshore during summer. Offshore numbers of fulmars were pedestrian on pelagic trips, averaging about 375 per trip, but 6,950 fulmars in the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary; Clallam 25 Jul (BT, RM) made an astonishing count. Equally amazing that day, in the same area, was the tally of 4,750 Pink-footed Shearwaters; back-to-back trips out of Westport 23-24 Jul located a mere 47 Pink-footeds. A Washington Department of Fisheries and Wildlife murrelet survey team counted 22 Manx Shearwaters off the n. Washington coast Jun—Jul, with daily maximum of 6 on both 9 Jun and 20 Jul (RM et al.); most of the encounters were in the vicinity of Alexander and Destruction Islands. This total was roughly double the numbers produced with similar effort during 2007 and 2010 survey work. Manx Shearwaters were also seen from shore in nw. Washington, with singles at La Push, Clallam 6 & Jul (RM) and 2 off Browns Pt., Grays Harbor 30 Jul (BW). Two Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels, rare at any season in inland marine waters, were near Smith I., San Juan 21 Jul (BF); a Leach's Storm-Petrel seen from shore at Florence, Lane 5 Jun (DPe) was equally unexpected.
	Although American White Pelicans often gather by the hundreds on Oregon's high lakes after the breeding season, 200-250 on Crane Prairie and Wickiup Reservoirs, Deschutes 20 Jun was exceptional for such an early date (D. Sutherland). A concentration of 2,700 Brown Pelicans at Carron, Clallam 19 Jul (RM) was shy of a few 3,000+ counts for Washington but was the largest ever for the n. coast. By 31 Jul, the build-up of Brown Pelicans at East Sand I. inside the Columbia R. mouth reached 6,925 birds (B.R.N.). Not quite annual during summer in the P.T., single Brown Pelicans were at Port Townsend, Jefferson 2 Jun (P. Leuneur), Dalco Pt., King 8 Jul (D. Houston), and West Pt., King 5 Jul (K. Slettebak). Seventeen Great Egrets summering at Scappoose, Columbia (L. Pierce) raised suspicions about local breeding, which were confirmed when a nest with young was detected there 22 Jun (D. Whipple); prior to 1990, no westside colonies were known. This small colony and another discovered near Kalama, Cowlitz (in 2007) are the only known rookeries away from Oregon's s. coast. A Snowy Egret summered at Bandon (RN et al.), and up to 3 resided along the lower Winchuck R., Curry 21 Jun-11 Jul (DM). Two ad. Black-crowned Night-Herons at Bandon S.P. 6 Jun


SA For the 2nd consecutive year, American White Pelicans bred at Miller Sands on the lower Columbia R. e. of Astoria. Prior to 2010, there were no west-side breeding records. This nesting season produced 101 young, 51 of which were banded 11 Jul (B.R.N.). In early Aug 360 pelicans were counted at Miller Sands (B.R.N.). Although still considered rare in w. Washington during summer, with a large breeding colony a mere one-hour flight downriver, it was perhaps not surprising that up to 83 American White Pelicans inhabited Ridgefield 1 Jun-21 Jul, with the maximum count tallied 21 Jul (JD). 
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(K. Saylor) were in Coos, where breeding has long been suspected but never confirmed.
	An ad. female Northern Harrier near Oakland, Douglas 27 Jun (BA) furnished a rare breeding season detection for the Umpqua Valley. A Northern Goshawk near Philomath 2 Jul (J. Fairchild) was similarly unexpected, as this species is rarely detected during summer on the westside. A single Sandhill Crane was at Ridgefield 9 Jul (K. Meyer), and 3 were over Seattle 10 Jul (B. Meilleur); cranes rarely oversummer in the westside lowlands. Oregon's 11th Common Gallinule enlivened Klamath Marsh N.W.R. 9 Jun (B. Massey et al); this is just the 2nd summer season record for the Region, where seven of 10 prior records have come in May.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
The season's only American Golden-Plover was s. of Philomath, Benton 7 Jul (WDR). Once again, the Region hosted Pacific Golden-Plovers during Jun, with singles at Oregon Dunes Overlook, Douglas 16 Jun (DF) and Nisqually 26-27 Jun (K. Stewart, BT); prior to 2001, such records were virtually unknown. Additional Pacifies were at N.S.C.B. 2 Jul (KC) and New R., Coos 29 Jul (KC, DL). A rare summering Semipalmated Plover spent the season near the Siltcoos R. mouth (DF); this species has summered at N.S.C.B. in recent years and attempted to nest there in 2000. A Greater Yellowlegs was at Kettle Falls, Stevens 14 Jun (W. Current), and 3 were at Reardan Ponds, Lincoln 17 Jun (TMa); such mid-Jun birds could be northbound, southbound, or neither. The earliest probably southbound Greater Yellowlegs were at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 23 Jun (BW). Three-quarters of the 16 Solitary Sandpipers reported 6 Jul+ were in e. Washington; though triple the long-term average, this tally approximates the recent norm. Rare away from the coast in w. Washington at any season, a Long-billed Curlew at South Colby 22 Jul was a first for Kitsap and provided one of only a few summer records for the P.T. (I. Uhrovic). Single Marbled Godwits at Gloyd Seeps, Grant 11 Jun (S. Tracy) and Malheur 14 Jun (AK) were on the eastside, where not annual in summer; there are less than five Jun records for e. Washington. Three Red Knots at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit 3 Jun (GB) were apparently late northbound migrants and provided one of only a handful of Jun records. In addition to the expected flight through the P.T., southbound Semipalmated Sandpipers showed spectacularly on the outer coast, where typically scarce. This season's maxima-13 at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 16 Jul (RS, AM) and 15 at O.S. 24 Jul (RM)—were both more than double the coastal total from last summer; the latter tally establishes a new coastal high count. Nearly all of w. Oregon's 15 Semipalmateds were coastal, which is the norm in that state. Nine eastside Semipalmateds was subpar, with all but one detected in Washington.

SA Oregon hosted its 11th Red-necked Stint, albeit one whose identity was much debated. An after-hatch-year small Calidris in basic plumage was discovered near the mouth of New R., Coos 12 Jul (KC, DL), where it may have been present more than a month earlier (a similar bird was seen there 5 Jun but not studied closely; fide DL). Remarkably, the stint remained along the same stretch of beach for more than two months and was seen by dozens of birders before the last sighting 15 Sep (TR).
	The fact that the bird displayed no trace of alternate plumage in mid-Jul led some to question the identification as Red-necked Stint. However, persistent efforts by Castelein, Lauten, Namitz, Rodenkirk, and others ultimately produced outstanding photographs that showed a complete absence of palmations, ruling out Semipalmated and Western Sandpipers. The bird called on many occasions and was heard well by these observers and others intimately familiar with the call notes of North America's small Calidris. The bird's vocalizations did not match those of Western or Semipalmated Sandpipers and were suggestive of Red-necked Stint; however, recordings captured using digital cameras were not conclusive. Some have postulated that this individual was a first-summer bird that had spent its first winter in the Americas. As do many other shorebird species in their first summer, first-summer Red-necked Stints often summer on wintering grounds or may terminate northbound migration well before reaching the Arctic. O'Brien, Crossley, and Karlson (2006. The Shorebird Guide) suggest that such birds initiate their prebasic molt much earlier than after-second-year birds, which might explain why the New R. bird was already in full basic plumage in mid-Jul.

	About two weeks early, a Pectoral Sandpiper near Molson, Okanagan 3 Jul (WC) made the only eastside report; 3 in w. Washington 18-29 Jul represented a typical summer tally there. The lone Pectoral Sandpiper in Oregon was at Lincoln City 31 Jul (RN). An ad. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper found at F.R.R. 16-18 Jul (†J. Wilder, ph. JS) was a seasonal first for Oregon and just the 2nd summer record for the Region; one was at Crockett L., Island 2-5 Jul 1995. A very rare ad. Stilt Sandpiper visited O.S. 16 Jul (RS, AM). On 24 Jun, 5 ad. Wilson's Phalaropes (2 males, 3 females) inhabited P.S.B., where they have bred in the past, but there was no evidence of breeding this season (RM). On 24 Jul, a migrant juv. was at N.S.C.B. (TR), where no Wilson's bred this season.
	A subpar 5 Franklin's Gulls were tallied in e. Washington 2-12 Jun. An ad. Little Gull at Summer Lake 31 Jul (P. Low) was just the 13th for Oregon, where this species is surprisingly rare; California and Washington have over 100 records each. Bonaparte's Gulls rarely summer along the Oregon coast; thus one at New R. 2 Jul (KC, DL) was surprising. It seems almost inconceivable that the world's largest Caspian Tern colony at East Sand I. produced zero young in 2011, but the continual harassment of Bald Eagles and Peregrine Falcons, combined with nest predation by gulls, resulted in 100% nest failure at this massive rookery (B.R.N.). Scattered reports of Elegant Terns 3 Jul+ precursed a major fall incursion along Oregon's s. coast; the daily maximum was 30+ at Gold Beach, Curry 31 Jul (BY, CY). Two Common Terns at Gold Beach 30 Jul (BY, CY) represented the only report of the season; these birds were more than a month ahead of the main southbound flight, which peaks in Sep. For the first time since 2004, no Arctic Terns bred on Dungeness Spit, Clallam. Detections of South Polar Skua, formerly rare in the Region's waters Jun—Jul, have been on the increase in recent summers. One off Westport 21 Jun was merely unexpected, while 12 tallied out of Westport 9 Jul was truly remarkable. Later Westport trips yielded 2 skuas 23 Jul and 3 more 24 Jul (RS, BSh). Two apparent northbound Parasitic Jaegers were off of Edmonds, Snohomish 4 Jun (T. Hass); this species is very rare as a northbound migrant in the E.T., and southbound birds rarely arrive before Aug. Four Long-tailed Jaegers seen out of Westport 25 Jun (ph. RS, BSh) represent Washington's first Jun records ever.
	Forty or more Ancient Murrelets off n. Washington 14 Jun included 2 chicks off Hobuck Beach, Clallam (RM); 3 near Smith I., San Juan 24 Jul (G. Thompson) were in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, where not annual during summer. An astounding 135 Cassin's Auklets were near Tongue Pt., Clallam 16 Jul (BW); they rarely stray e. of Cape Flattery. Single Horned Puffins, now nearly annual during summer, were near Pillar Pt., Clallam 14 Jul (ph. L. Sztukowski, C. Clatterbuck, T. Bloxton), off Westport 23 Jul (ph. RS), and in Boiler Bay 30 Jul (GG).
	A Band-tailed Pigeon at Bridgeport, Douglas 19 Jun (M. Spencer) was a bit e. of the species' limited range in e. Washington. Three fledged Northern Hawk Owls were at Horseshoe Basin, Okanagan 25 Jul (AS), continuing the recent trend of breeding season records from 
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n.-cen. Washington; this species was first confirmed breeding in the Region in Jun 2007. An Anna's Hummingbird was at Vantage, Kittitas 3 Jun (BW, D. Swayne); this species is still rare in e. Washington away from Klickitat. A Calliope Hummingbird lingered at Rockport until 2 Jun, furnishing a rare summer record for the lowlands of w. Washington (RK). Single male and female Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were at Malheur N.W.R. 7-9 Jun (AC), and another was at Twin Peaks, Malheur 17 Jul (RN); the Regional status of this species remains poorly known. Extremely rare during summer in w. Washington, single Lewis's Woodpeckers remained at Corkindale, Skagit 1-3 Jun (RK), Marymoor Park, King 2 Jun (G. Oliver), and at White Horse, Snohomish 9 Jun (RM). Though this species is now reported annually Oct—Mar (mostly in Oregon), a female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Malheur 3 Jun (C. Corder et al., ph. AC, ph. AH, ph. CH) appears to represent the first summer record for the Region in nearly three decades; one at Gilchrist, Klamath in Jul 1983 is the most recent published report. Prior to about five years ago, Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrids were rarely reported w. of the Cascades, but they are now detected annually. This season's bird inhabited Newhalem, Whatcom 6 Jun (RM). This change is most likely due to increased observer awareness.

PASSERINES
A suspected-but-silent Eastern Wood-Pewee was studied and extensively photographed at Bend 11-13 Jun (PL, D. Tracy, ph. TC); this would be the Region's 2nd accepted record. Westside Least Flycatchers, now detected annually, included singles at Corkindale, Skagit 4 Jun-9 Jul (RM) and Deming, Whatcom 1223 Jun (GB), plus 2-3 territorial birds at Lost Creek Res., ne. Jackson (†R. Fowler); the latter locale is just across the Cascades from nw. Klamath sites where territorial males have been reported nearly annually. Ten eastside Leasts, including 8 in e. Washington, was a typical summer showing. A Gray Flycatcher at Corkindale 1 Jun (RK) provided w Washington's first summer record; there are still fewer than 10 records total for Gray Flycatchers in w. Washington, with most having occurred in May. Small numbers of Dusky Flycatchers are known to migrate through the westside lowlands before moving farther n. or to upslope breeding sites in the Cascades, but this season's lowland singles at Corkindale 1-3 Jun (RK), Newhalem, Whatcom 1 Jun (RK), and Marblemount, Skagit 1 Jun (RK) were nearly a month tardy; it is likely that the cool and wet late spring stalled these migrants. Two pairs of Black Phoebes nested at Ridgefield this spring, establishing Washington's first breeding records. Eight young fledged from three attempts at two different nests (fide RH). An Ash-throated Flycatcher, barely annual in w. Washington, visited Corkindale 5 Jun (ph. RM). A pulse of northbound Western Kingbirds along the outer coast in late May—early Jun is somewhat expected, but coastal records after mid-Jun are extremely rare; thus singles at North Bay, Grays Harbor 28 Jun (K. Brady), Newport 1 Jul (E. Horvath), and O.S. 24 Jul (J. Owens) were of note. Though Eastern Kingbirds nest at the Sandy R. delta, they are rarely encountered in the surrounding area, so 3 at Ridgefield 16 Jun (RH) were unexpected. Even more surprising was the Eastern Kingbird at Naselle, Pacific 7 Jul (R. Koppendrayer, J. Jendro); most westside strays occur during spring and fall migration windows. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Tenino, Thurston 4 Jun (†B. Huff) and one at Cockreham I., Skagit 6 Jun (†J. Mackie) provided the 10th and 11th records for Washington; most Regional records have been May—early Jul.
	A Warbling Vireo near Vantage, Kittitas 25 Jun was three weeks tardy for a northbound migrant and not in breeding habitat (AS). A Blue Jay at P.N.P. 26 Jun made Washington's 5th summer record (VN). Black-billed Magpies, normally considered very rare in w. Washington, were at Corkindale, Skagit 4 Jun (RM, RK, GB) and Tacoma 17 Jun (K. Albright); in the past two years, a few wandering magpies have been noted in each reporting period at widely scattered locations. A presumed migrant Bank Swallow was at Coos Bay 3 Jun (TR), while 14 near Brady, Grays Harbor 16 (RS, AM) Jul suggest the existence of a new colony, which would be a first for Washington's outer coast. Washington's 11th Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was near Washougal, Clark 20-21 Jul (†C. Abbruzzese); most prior records are from late fall or winter. A male Mountain Bluebird at Chetco L. (1,219 m.) in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness 23 Jul (TR) was the 6th for Curry; detections immediately s. of this area during the Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas project indicated that this species may have a disjunct breeding population in the Siskiyou Mountains. The return of 3 Veeries to their lone westside breeding location near County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit 3-10 Jun (RM, RK) was about a week later than normal. In Oregon, one singing at Finley 11 Jun (WDR) may represent a W.V. first. On the eastside, single Veeries were at Black Butte Ranch, Deschutes 12 Jun (PL) and Camp Sherman, Jefferson 26 Jun (B. Bender). A Gray Catbird, very rare in w. Washington, inhabited Corkindale 1-4 Jun (RK). Three of the 4 eastside Catbirds 5 Jun-6 Jul were in Deschutes and Klamath, where this species has been annual during recent breeding seasons; the outlier skulked about the DeMoss Springs oases in n. Sherman 5 Jun (SF DI, JW). The season's 6 Northern Mockingbirds were evenly divided between the east- and westsides. Most unexpected was a Sage Thrasher at Brookings 21 Jun (DM); although this species is nearly annual on the westside in spring, most extralimital records fall mid-Apr—mid-May. Washington's 15th Brown Thrasher enlivened Seattle 12 Jun (†C. Sidles, †T. Hass), while that state's 14th, found during the spring season at Potholes S.P., Grant, remained through 14 Jun (M. Yawney); records are evenly distributed between westside and eastside, with most May—Jun. Another Brown Thrasher, at Malheur 22-28 Jun (RN, TR), adds to about 30 prior records from Oregon. A late American Pipit tarried at Bandon through 6 Jun (KC, DL), and another lingered at Renton 10-13 Jun (A. Grenon); there are very few lowland westside records for this species after May. A Lapland Longspur near Ophir, Curry 11 Jul (RN, TR) made one of very few Jun—Aug records for the Region and just the 5th for Jul.
	Washington's 3rd and the Region's 8th Blue-winged Warbler sang continuously during a short visit near Forks, Clallam 23 Jun (†D. Drummond); previous Washington records include one in early Aug (that had likely summered nearby) and one in mid-Sep. Yet another Virginia's Warbler was at Twin Peaks in the Oregon Canyon Mts., Malheur 17 Jul (RN); fully one third of Oregon's 15 records have come from this remote region in the extreme se. corner of the state, where this species is presumed to be a low-density breeder. Single Northern Parulas were at Fields 8 Jun (AC, V. Wilcox) and Malheur 22 Jun (RN); the bulk of Oregon's reports have come from Harney oases May—Jun. Strong easterly winds produced a fallout of 1,000+ Yellow Warblers at Cascade Head 3 Jun, and 800 were there under similar conditions the following day (PP); this site has proven quite productive in late spring/early summer when there are strong easterlies. A Chestnut-sided Warbler, Washington's 23rd, visited Protection I., Jefferson 21 Jun (ph. A. Moncrieff, L. Megna); all but a handful of records of this species are from Jun. A male Magnolia Warbler at Fields 4 Jun (ph. AH, CH) adds to 30 Oregon records, half of which have come from the Harney oases late May—early Jun. Oregon's 14th Cape May Warbler visited Malheur 11 Jun (ph. O. Schmidt). The lone Black-throated Blue Warbler of the season was at Astoria 9 Jun 
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(D. Haller); most of the Region's records come in autumn. A Myrtle Warbler stopped at P.N.P. 1 Jun (BW), and a surprising 5 were noted near Rockport, Skagit 1 Jun (RK); Washington now has about 20 summer records, all but two since 2000. Though Hermit Warblers are abundant breeders in the higher elevations of w. Oregon, one at Page Springs Campground, Harney 9 Jun (fide HN) was certainly out of place in the Harney Basin, where this species is decidedly rarer than many of the "eastern" warblers. A warbler at Fields 4 Jun (ph. AH), first identified as a female Black-throated Green Warbler, was eventually considered by many to be Hermit Warbler x Townsend's Warbler hybrid; this cross is most often encountered in the overlap zone of their breeding ranges in the Cascades. The fallout on Cascade Head 4 Jun included a late Palm Warbler (PP); most of the Region's Palms are found Sep-Mar, with wintering birds typically gone by Apr. A first-spring female Bay-breasted Warbler at Malheur 5 Jun (AC, ph. AH, ph. CH) was Oregon's 10th but just the 2nd in that state since 1990. Six Black-and-white Warblers 9 Jun-1 Jul was above average for the season; all were in Oregon. An American Redstart was entrained in the weather system that produced major fallout of migrants at Cascade Head, Tillamook 3 Jun (PP). In w. Washington, an American Redstart was once again on territory near Carnation, King 12-18 Jun (D. Parrott), and a stray was noted at Sammamish L., King 21 Jun (K. Grant). Redstarts were also about a week late in arriving at their isolated breeding area at County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit 7 Jun (MB). An Ovenbird visited Newhalem, Whatcom 7 Jun (†MB, SP), and one was heard singing at Battle Ground, Clark 19 Jun (JD); Washington now has about 25 records, with most May-Jun. Yet another Hooded Warbler was cm Oregon's eastside, at Bend 8 Jun (L. Reins). Wilson's Warblers joined the swarm of Yellows on Cascade Head 3-4 Jun, with 250+ there both days (PP). Breeding Yellow-breasted Chats have increased in w. Washington over the past eight years, and this summer, at least 5 were noted at Ridgefield (fide RH), one was at Brooks Slough, Wahkiakum 3 Jun (TMa), and 2 were near Ariel, Cowlitz 9 Jul (DI, SF, JD, AN).
	Chipping Sparrows are scarce along Oregon's outer coast at any season and particularly so during summer, so any report is noteworthy. Singles at Florence 4 Jun (DF, DPe) and Coos Bay 11 Jun (TR) were considered late migrants, while another near Floras L., Curry 11 Jul (L. Miller, KAn) defied categorization. A Clay-colored Sparrow at Rockport, Skagit 3 Jun provided the 5th summer record for w. Washington (RK), while on the eastside, 12 Clay-colored Sparrows were noted on breeding territories in n.-cen. and ne. Washington 4 Jun-15 Jul. Records of breeding Clay-colored Sparrows away from the Spokane area have been on the increase over the past 10 years. A Brewer's Sparrow at Corkindale, Skagit 7 Jun (MB, SP) and one at Marymoor Park, King 9 Jun (M. Hobbs) provided only the 2nd and 3rd summer records for the lowlands of w. Washington. Two Lark Sparrows wandered to the W.V., with singles at Detroit, Marion 8 Jun (T. Snetsinger) and at the Sandy R. data (B. Vrilakas). A seasonally unprecedented "invasion" of Black-throated Sparrows produced 3 westside birds during early Jun, with singles at Skagit WM.A., Skagit 3 Jun (G. Toffic), Florence, Lane 4 Jun (DPe, DF), and Ridgefield 8 Jun (T. Tuttle, C. Kauphlan); this sort of modest irruption often correlates with drought conditions in the core range of this species. At least 3 Black-throated Sparrows were noted at their traditional site near Vantage, Kittitas 7 Jun-4 Jul (RK, G. McWethy, R. Bjorkland). None were found elsewhere in e. Washington, which is a bit surprising, given the number of westside reports late May-early Jun. Thorough surveys of appropriate grassland habitat at the e. edges of the Umpqua Valley resulted in the discovery of new Grasshopper Sparrow colonies n. of Sutherlin and Glide during Jun (BA). A late White-throated Sparrow passed through Malheur 7 Jun (D. Porter); northbound migrants are typically out of the Region by late May.
	Eight Rose-breasted Grosbeaks for the season included 4 in w. Washington, which has averaged one per summer since 2000. As is the norm, all but one were found 7-23 Jun; a male was near Langlois, Curry 13 Jul (KAn). A female Blue Grosbeak at Chrissey Field S.P. s. of Brookings 30 Jun (DM, B. Stewart) adds to nine antecedent records for Oregon and is the 3rd report of this species in s. Curry since 2004. Single Summer Tanagers were on the eastside at Paisley, Lake 12 Jun (KS) and Sisters, Deschutes 26 Jun (D. Hale), and a male, seen briefly near Bandon 7 Jul (H. Schubothe), furnished the 4th for Coos. At least 200 Western Tanagers accompanied the warbler fallout on Cascade Head 4 Jun (PP); northbound movements of tanagers generally persist well into Jun. Two Western Meadowlarks were at Corkindale 1 Jun (RK); aside from those present at the very few remaining breeding locations in w. Washington, meadowlarks have vacated this area by mid-May. Two male and 2 female Yellow-headed Blackbirds were in the Cape Blanco/Floras L. area 6-17 Jun (T. Wahl, TR); in recent years, this species has been somewhat regular in n. Curry, where formerly quite rare. This season's Common Grackle was at Frenchglen, Harney 17 Jul (RN). Five Great-tailed Grackles 10 Jun-22 Jul was slightly subpar; none were reported from Washington, where they had appeared during four consecutive summers. Along Oregon's outer coast, where Bullock's Orioles are rare but annual, 5 were noted 3-13 Jun.
	Cassin's Finches, generally rare on the westside, were again noted at Mt. Hardy, Skagit, with a maximum of 11 on 8 Jul (RM). On 22 Jul, 3 Cassin's were at Bear Camp in the Siskiyou Mts. of e. Curry (T. Love), where they may be somewhat regular. A single Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch was flushed off the summit of Saddle Mt., Clatsop 9 Jun (SN); Mary’s Peak in w. Benton is the only site in the Coast Range where rosy-finches occur consistently, and most sightings there come Oct-Apr. It was a non-invasion year for crossbills in w. Oregon, with scant few reports of Red Cross-bills and just one White-winged Crossbill sighting: one was w. of Sisters, Deschutes 25 Jun (D. Hale). Five Lesser Goldfinches tallied in Asotin, Columbia, and Garfield during summer reflects the northeastward expansion of this species beyond Klickitat.
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