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Longest of our four reporting periods, the fall season is invariably comprised of several sub-seasons. In August and even into early September, some species were still completing their nesting duties (see Red-eyed Vireo), so it is not always possible to determine whether a bird is a migrant or summered locally. By period's end, many species of waterfowl, raptors, and passerines had settled in at sites where they would winter. In general, it was wetter and milder than normal throughout the season. Precipitation in each month was above normal but substantially so in November. A major "red tide" bloom of Akashiwo sanguinea off Oregon and Washington was blamed for the deaths of thousands of seabirds—mostly Red-throated Loons and Common Murres—starting in late October; this was the season's only significant seabird die-off. When agitated by the surf, blooms of this toxic phytoplankton form a soapy substance, which covers birds and ruins the waterproofing on their feathers. Most succumb to hypothermia. During the last two weeks of November, a series of strong storms deposited coastal/pelagic species in locales where they were previously unknown (see Leach's and Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels and Heermann's Gull).
[image: ]	In between the end of the breeding season and the onset of winter, it seemed that there was something of interest happening with nearly every species. This column offers a mixed bag of high counts, low counts, record dates (early and late), positive data, and, in several cases, negative data. It seemed to be a down year for unusual shorebirds, in particular several semi-rare mid-sized waders (see Stilt Sandpiper and Ruff). This shortfall was offset by a sparkling assortment of unexpected passerines and other rarities that kept observers entertained. Additionally, the seabird show within the Straits of Juan de Fuca was nothing short of spectacular. Huge gatherings of tubenoses and gulls in August and September were unprecedented. Finally, two more species were added to the Region's checklist. In the context of our Region's ongoing avian story, aspects of this season's summary may come to represent important benchmarks in long-term trends.

Abbreviations: Ankeny (Ankeny N.W.R., Marion), Baskett Slough (Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk), E.E.W. (E. E. Wilson W.M.A., Benton), Finley (William L Finley N.W.R., Benton), F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), G.L.S.R.A. (Goose Lake S.R.A., Lake), N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos), O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor), P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap), P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish), P.T. (Puget Trough), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark), S.J.C.R. (South Jetty Columbia R., Clatsop), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla River Delta, Walla Walla). W.V. (Willamette Valley, OR), "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH FALCONS
Peak flights of southbound Greater White-fronted Geese passed through w. Oregon during the last week of Sep; "thousands" of nocturnal migrants were heard over Siskiyou Summit, Jackson 24 Sep (F. Lospalluto), and flocks totaling 2,185 were counted passing over Merlin, Josephine 25 Sep (DV). A flock of 1,950 Greater White-fronteds at McNary N.W.R., Benton 5 Sep (SM) was an outstanding fall count for e. Washington. Numbers of migrant Snow Geese in e. Washington grow with each passing season; this fall's reports were highlighted by 2,200 at Paterson Slough, Benton and another 475 at Plymouth, Benton 14 Nov (M&MLD). Blue Geese again fraternized with the s. Skagit/n. Snohomish Snow Goose flock, with at least 7 noted 18 Oct-24 Nov (GB), while another at Ridgefield 8 Nov was very rare for sw. Washington (fide SM). On the eastside, 3 were noted away from the favored Harney and Klamath basins 19-25 Sep. An errant Ross's Goose near Chehalis, Lewis 27 Nov (R. Moyer) was the first fall report in w. Washington since 2004; one at Coos Bay 24 Sep+ and 2 at Floras L., Curry were the only other westside birds. There were no reports from e. Washington, which has averaged nearly 4 per fall since 2005. A heavy movement of Aleutian Cackling Goose (subspecies leucopareia) passed along the Oregon coast 18 Oct, with 5,000+ counted at N.S.C.B. during a 1.5-hour watch (TR). One Aleutian near Kingston, Kitsap 10-15 Nov (BW) provided a very rare Washington record away from the outer coast. Single Black Brant at Brook L. Grant 5 Nov (R. Finger) and Kent, King 18 Nov (C. Schulz) were only the detections away from salt water; the former represents the 8th record from e. Washington. An exceptionally early Tundra Swan was at Steigerwald L., Skamania 22-25 Aug (C. Healy, K. Healy); this species typically arrives in late Oct or Nov; it is likely that this bird summered nearby.

With the establishment of multiple hawkwatches in the Pacific Northwest, Broad-winged Hawks have proven to be rare but regular fall migrants through both Oregon and Washington. This dark-morph bird was captured and banded at Chelan Ridge, Chelan County, Washington 28 September 2009. Photograph by Unknown Photographer

	A Mallard x Gadwall hybrid ("Brewer's Duck") inhabited Tukwila, King 22-23 Oct (ph. K. Andrich); this cross is now found annually in the Region. A more expected (now annual) Mallard x Northern Pintail graced Nisqually 22 Nov (BT). A Eurasian Wigeon, banded and fitted with satellite telemetry equipment in the Klamath Basin last spring, was tracked as it moved about e. Washington throughout the summer and into Sep, when it succumbed to unknown causes at Gloyd Seeps, Grant. Just 2 other Eurasians were reported from e. Washington, yielding one of the lowest fall tallies in memory. The 2,500 American Wigeons on Tillamook Bay 3 Oct (CK, PS) marked the first major influx of the season. The season's lone Eurasian Teal was at Nisqually 23 Nov (RM, CW), while Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal intergrades went
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These two juvenile Hudsonian Godwits lingered at Newport, Lincoln County, Oregon 4-12 (here 4) September 2009. In the field, the front bird was presumed to be female based on its noticeably larger size and longer bill than the rear bird, which was presumed to be a male. Photograph by David Irons.

unreported. Although modest when compared to the peak numbers found along the Columbia R., a gathering of 3120 Greater Scaup at Lummi Bay, Whatcom 22 Nov (RM, JBP) was a high count for the P.T. The female King Eider that summered at O.S. remained through the fall period (m.ob.). .A first-year male King at Potlatch, Mason 21 Nov was Washington's 20th; most records have occurred late Oct—early May. Single Harlequin Ducks at Soap L., Grant 8 Aug (DS) and Hood Park, Benton 8 Oct (fide M&MLD) provided rare lowland fall reports. Fifty eastside Surf Scoters 13 Oct-22 Nov was about 150% of the seasonal average, while 17 Surfs at favored Hagg L., Washington 27 Oct (SS) were the westside's only inland birds. White-winged Scoters showed spectacularly e. of the Cascades; 34 reported 11 Oct-26 Nov was nearly triple the norm. A pair of Black Scoters at L. Lenore, Grant 23 Oct (TL) made about the 13th inland record for the Region; at least one of these birds remained through 1 Nov (DS). The inland showing of Long-tailed Ducks was very poor for the 2nd straight fall. One at Banks L., Grant 19 Nov (fide DG) was the only report from e. Washington, where 7+ is normal. A single at Hagg L. 28 Oct (SS) was in the WV, where less than annual. Barely annual along the Oregon coast, a lone Barrow's Goldeneye graced Seaside, Clatsop (DB), while another inland at Philomath 22 Nov+ was a Benton first (WDR, JS, m.ob.).
	Major loon flights failed to materialize at Boiler Bay, where high counts for Pacific Loons typically range into the tens of thousands. The daily maximum of Pacific Loons (2,500 at Lincoln City 4 Nov) was about one tenth of normal, while counts of 6,000 Red-throated Loons at Boiler Bay on 13 & 19 Nov (PP) were highest there for either species. Wickiup Res., the eastside's largest staging site, hosted 200 Common Loons 18 Oct (SD). The only Yellow-billed Loon reports came from w. Washington; a likely returning bird was at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 17 Nov + (B. Whitney), and another inhabited Ediz Hook, Clallam 27 Nov (RM, BW). About normal for w. Washington, 9 Clark's Grebes were detected 8 Sep-14 Nov. 
	Four Laysan Albatrosses, reported 9 Aug-27 Sep, equaled the decade's best fall tally (2006). Offshore trips encountered highly variable numbers of Black-footed Albatrosses; Westport pelagics averaged 35/trip, but 390 were found 29 Aug. Similarly, Oregon's Perpetua Bank hosted 500 on 8 Aug and 350 on 3 Oct (GGi). Two Cook's Petrels were reported off Reedsport, Douglas 31 Aug, and at least one more was seen off Coos/Curry the same day (†JG, †OS); Oregon has but one accepted record for this species. Pink-footed Shearwater counts remained well above the norm, with an exceptional 2434 off Westport 22 Aug (fide BT) and 1,345 seen from a cruise ship in Oregon waters 22 Sep OW); collectively; Oregon and Washington trips averaged about 650, which would represent the seasonal maximum in most years.
SA Continuing a recent fall trend, from-shore counts of Pink-footed Shearwaters were far above the norm; 120 flew past Cape Flattery 9 Sep (RM, CW), and 150 were at Boiler Bay 4 Oct (PP). Even more remarkable was the collection of shearwaters that wandered more than 100 km eastward into the Straits of Juan de Fuca 26 Sep (SM, 3W). Fourteen Pink-footed Shearwaters off the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam and another 7 even farther e. near Port Angeles that day were nearly without precedent; a single storm-driven bird at Clover Pt., Vancouver I. 22 Sep 1958 represents the only other Pink-footed record for these inland marine waters. In addition to the Pink-footeds, 43 Sooty Shearwaters and one Short-tailed Shearwater were off Ediz Hook, Clallam 26 Sep (SM, BW),

	Just 8 Flesh-footed Shearwaters were noted, with all but one off Westport; the lone Oregon bird was off Coos 22 Sep (fide JW et al.). The Region's 4th Greater Shearwater (all since 2001) highlighted the 29 Aug Westport trip (ph. RS, †BT); this is Washington's 3rd record. Mirroring the poor showing in 2008, fewer than 200 Buller's Shearwaters were reported all season. The 36,717 Sooty Shearwaters tallied out of Westport 9 Aug was exceptional; otherwise, this species was reported in low numbers offshore, averaging about 825/trip. As expected, the season's high count came from shore; 100,000+ were just off Clatsop Beach just s. of the Columbia R. mouth 15 Aug (C. Cordy). Most surprising, and very rare at any time in the PT., was one Sooty near Bremerton, Kitsap 14 Sep (fide CW). Three Short-tailed Shearwaters seen from shore at Cape Flattery 9 Sep (RM, CW) were about three weeks early. Seven Manx Shearwaters 7 Aug-31 Oct matched recent fall totals; the latest, at Boiler Bay 31 Oct (PP), was quite tardy, as most of the Regions fall records come Aug—Sep. One 35 km w. of Cape Foulweather, Lincoln 12 Sep (D. Mandell) was the only at-sea report. A Wilson's Storm-Petrel was reported 104 km w. of Pistol River, Curry 23 Aug (†JG, †OS); there are just three accepted records for Oregon, plus two others pending. Amidst a series of late-Nov storms, a Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel appeared 260 km up the Columbia R. at Hood River 22 Nov (SJ); this is more than three times farther away from salt water than the previous inland record for the Region. The only notable tallies of Fork-taileds came from Perpetua Bank; 700 were there 8 Aug and 550 on 12 Sep (GGi). One near Pt. Bellingham, Whatcom 27 Aug (F. Sears) was very rare for the Puget Trough, not a storm-related occurrence. Single storm-blown Leach's Storm-Petrels were 80 km inland at Philomath, Benton (ph. WDR, JSi et al.) and 50 km inland near Woodson, Columbia 22 Nov (CK, PS), both county firsts. Nine Ashy Storm-Petrels were reported off the s. Oregon coast 31 Aug (†JG, †OS); Oregon has several pending reports, but these are unsupported by photograph or specimen evidence.
	Oregon's 3rd Brown Booby, an ad., appeared in lower Coos Bay 28 Oct, where it was seen daily through 6 Dec (†TR, KC, DL, RN). Ironically, that state's 2nd washed ashore dead nearby 27 Oct 2008. American White Pelicans were once again conspicuous in w. Oregon throughout much of the season; 165 at Sauvie I. 26 Aug-30 Sep (JW et al.) highlighted several counts of 50+ birds. Huge numbers (thousands) of Brown Pelicans inhabited the outer coast through the period. Strangely, just 3 (22 Aug-19 Oct) were reported in the PT., where 10 in fall is the recent norm. The now-annual assemblage of Great Egrets at Portland's Smith/Bybee Lakes peaked at 302 birds 27 Aug (SN). In e. Washington, no fewer than 22 dispersing egrets were noted 6 Aug-26 Sep away from sites where they are expected; post-breeding/wintering Great Egrets now commonly inhabit
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This stunned Red-eyed Vireo, which struck a window at Coos Bay, Coos County, Oregon 2 October 2009, is one of the latest ever recorded in Oregon or Washington. Photograph by Larry Mangan.

many areas in the Region where they were formerly rare. A Snowy Egret at Cold Springs N.W.R. 16 Aug (AS, ES) was Umatilla's first. For the first time in many years, there were no detections of Cattle Egret; this species was once a fixture in the Region during fall, with hundreds per season recorded from 1970 through 2000.
	White-tailed Kite populations plunged this year in sw. Washington. Encounters during annual surveys in Lewis and Thurston fell from 5+/clay in 2008 to fewer than one/day in 2009 (R. Orness). It is suspected that weeks of heavy snow cover and sub-freezing temperatures last Dec, followed by severe flooding in Jan, may have precipitated this decline. Five Northern Goshawks in the W.V. 2 Aug-14 Nov was par for the season. A goodly 7 Red-shouldered Hawks were noted in sw. Washington 7 Aug-23 Nov; however, for the first time in a decade, none was detected n. of Clark. Ten Red-shouldereds—slightly below recent averages—were reported in e. Oregon, where they are now present much of the year at several sites, with nesting suspected in Deschutes, Harney, and Klamath.. Broad-winged Hawk has proven to be a low-density fall migrant in the Region; 8 this season approximated recent fall averages and included 5 birds away from the hawkwatches at Chelan Ridge, Chelan and at Bonney Butte, Hood River, where they are annual. A rarer dark-morph bird was banded and photographed at Chelan Ridge 28 Sep (fide DS). Seven Swain-son's Hawks visited the WV, where now annual in fall, 26 Aug-14 Nov. A Prairie Merlin (F c. richardsoni) was near Rome, Malheur 14 Sep (JD, JW), and an apparent returning bird was at Edison, Skagit 11 Nov+ (ph. G. Thompson); perhaps due to increased observer scrutiny, this subspecies is now detected annually in the Region, Ten Gyrfalcons 18 Sep+ was more than double the seasonal norm. A Prairie Falcon at Bandon, Coos 10 Aug (KC, DL) was both extremely early and out of place along the outer coast; this species is rarely found in the westside lowlands before Sep. Two Prairies detected in the w. Washington lowlands 29 Aug-26 Nov was about par, while an impressive 7 were noted along the Cascade Crest 3 Aug-5 Oct; there seems to be a small but regular movement to or along high-elevation ridge-lines during late summer and early fall.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Seventy Black-bellied Plovers at Sauvie I. 25 Sep (W. Gross) was an impressive tally for this early date; flocks of this size are rare in the W.V. except during the winter months. Twenty-seven westside American Golden-Plovers 20 Aug-18 Oct included a maximum of 4 at Fir I., Skagit 9 Oct (MB); this was the best fall tally since 2005. Americans exploded on the eastside, with no fewer than 11 detected 6 Sep-24 Oct; all but one of these was in Washington, including maxima of 4 each at the Tyson ponds in Wallula, Walla Walla 25 Sep (MW) and Sheep L., Whitman 9 Oct (TL). Fifty-two Pacific Golden-Plovers 20 Aug-14 Nov was slightly subpar but included 2 extremely rare eastside birds: one graced the Tyson ponds 27 Sep-3 Oct (MW, m.ob.); the other was at Sheep L. 9 Oct (TL). Six Pacifics at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 26 Aug (TA) made the high count. As with recent falls, only a few golden-plovers were left unidentified. Washington's breeding population a Snowy Plovers is seriously imperiled. This year's surveys found only 35 adults, nearly a 50% decline from the 67 counted four years ago; just two nesting locations remain—Leadbetter Pen. and Midway Beach—down from four in 2005 (Washington State Snowy Plover Population Monitoring, Research, and Management: 2009 Nesting Season Research Progress Report, S. Pearson et al.). A Black-necked Stilt at the Yakima R. delta, Benton 22 Oct-18 Nov. (MW, m.ob.) was six weeks later than any prior record from e. Washington and appears to be the latest ever in the Region
	Ninety-four Solitary Sandpipers 1 Aug-29 Sep was the best fall tally since 2005; nearly two-thirds (60) of these birds were in e. Washington. A Wandering Tattler at Bend 30 Aug (†D. LaShelle) was exceptional for the eastside, where there were just eight prior records. Another tattler at Keystone I., Island 29 Aug (GB, B. Kuntz) was in the P.T., where barely annual. Five Long-billed Curlews visited the WV, where now annual, 22 Aug-15 Sep. Single Whimbrels at Finley 11 Aug and 6 Sep (WDR) provided the first fall reports in the WV. since 2007. Hudsonian Godwit appeared in the Region for the 8th consecutive fall, with 2 at Ocean Shores 22-24 Sep (EH, GGe) and 2 juvs. at Newport 4-12 Sep (A. & C. Hinkle, m.ob.). After a rare absence in the Region last fall, Bar-tailed Godwits once again joined the swarm of Marbled Godwits at favored Tokeland, Pacific; an ad. was there 4 Sep-10 Oct (KT), and a juv. joined the flock 16 Oct-1 Nov (R. Hibpshman). A Marbled Godwit at Sutherlin, Douglas 1-Sep (JH) may have been the first ever found in the Umpqua Valley. Sixty-four eastside Sanderlings 4 Aug-8 Oct was paltry compared to last year's 111+ but still above average; these included a rare ad. at Perch Pt., Grant 4 Aug (DS) and a high count of 30 at Potholes Res., Grant 12 Sep (P Sikes). The season's 148 Semipalmated Sandpipers was subpar by recent standards, particularly on the eastside, where just 68 were reported 2 Aug-7 Sep; westside maxima of 6 were at Florence, Lane 5 Aug (D. Farrar, L. Cruz) and Everett 6 Aug (SM), while one at Kalaloch, Jefferson 26 Sep (G. Shugart) was nearly record late. Oregon's 2nd White-rumped Sandpiper, at Hatfield L., Deschutes 13 Aug (†JM), is the Region's first fall season report; the Region's five prior records span May—Jul. Forty-one Baird's Sandpipers at Fir I. 10 Sep (RM) bested the previous w. Washington record; 36 were at P.S.B. 19 Aug 2007. Similarly, a flock of 130 Baird's se. of Burbank, Walla Walla 26 Sep (M&MLD) highlighted the exceptional migration on the eastside; this tally represents the 2nd highest ever for e. Washington. The westside flight of Pectoral Sandpipers was probably the best in a decade; 55 near Mount Vernon, Skagit 8 Oct (SM, RM) topped Washington reports, while 35 at F.R.R. 26 Sep (AC et al.) was Oregon's maximum. Fifteen Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 9 Aug-17 Oct was slightly above the recent seasonal average.
	Incredibly, 3 Buff-breasted Sandpipers visited e. Washington, where there were just four prior records. One was at River Bend, Pend Oreille 14 Aug (TL), and 2 appeared at the W.W.R.D. 3 Oct (MW, M&MLD); the latter birds were Washington's latest ever, with one remaining through 12 Oct (M&MLD). On the westside, Buff-breasteds rebounded to above average after last fall's abysmal showing; 26 were noted 17 Aug-18 Sep. Two at Fir I. 7-11 Sep (GB) were rare for the Puget Trough. The near-absence of Ruffs was truly puzzling, as the Region has averaged nearly 10 per fall
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SA In the fall of 2005, 349 Stilt Sandpipers were reported in Oregon and Washington, the most ever recorded in one season in the Region. Since that time, we have reported decreasing numbers for five consecutive fall seasons. This fall, a mere 27 were noted, the lowest fall count since 2001. One at OS 12-14 Sep (KT) represented the only report from w. of the Cascades, which had a flock of 17 (at Stanwood, Snohomish) as recently as 19 Aug 2007. Although reports of this species in our Region tend to vary from year to year, it is hard to ignore this five-year slide. In the coming fall seasons, it will be interesting to see if this is a part of a long-term trend or just the nadir in a short-term cycle.

since 2003. This season's lone report came from Leadbetter Pt. 28 Sep (A. Richards). A Washington-record 2,000 Long-billed Dowitchers were near Stanwood, Snohomish 17 Oct (M. Willison), while the 900 amassed at F.R.R. 26 Sep (AC) was the high count from w. Oregon. Though difficult to quantify, the number of staging Wilson's Phalaropes at L. Abert, Lake 16 Aug was estimated to be between 750,000 and 1,000,000 (DI, DF, JP); tens of thousands of Red-necked Phalaropes were also present. Very rare e. of the Cascades, single Red Phalaropes enlivened W.W.R.D. 3-4 Oct. (M&MLD) and Royal City, Grant 15-18 Oct (ph. J. Grant, RH). Nov storms pushed Reds near shore in both states, particularly in Oregon, as evidenced by 4,000 at Boiler Bay 6 Nov and another 1,000 there 14 Nov (PP). The strongest systems deposited 5 birds in the W.V. 14-31 Nov.
	A South Polar Skua near Ediz Hook, Clallam 27 Aug (B. Phillips) was only the 6th record for inland marine waters in Washington, while another at Boiler Bay 13 Nov (PP) provided a rare from-shore sighting for the outer coast. Following record summer counts, offshore skua numbers peaked earlier than normal, with maxima of 9 off Newport 8 Aug (GGi) and 14 out of Westport 9 Aug (fide BT); their numbers typically peak in Sep. A goodly 17 Pomarine Jaegers were noted in inland marine waters, including a rare P.T. sighting off of Bainbridge I., Kitsap 22-23 Sep (BW) and a maximum of 7 off of the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 26 Sep (SM, BW). A Parasitic Jaeger at Pt. Jefferson, Kitsap 14 Nov (BW, DW) was about three weeks tardy. The lone inland Parasitic of the season was exceptionally late at the Diamond Hill Rd. wetlands e. of Harrisburg, Linn 23 Nov (R. P Moore); most inland records occur Sep—early Oct. Aside from 60 Long-tailed Jaegers off Charleston 29 Aug (GGi) and 386 seen from a cruise ship in Oregon waters 22 Sep QW et al.), all other counts numbered 10 or fewer. The only Long-tailed seen from shore was an ad. at Lincoln City 8 Aug (PP).
	A near-normal 13 Franklin's Gulls were noted away from se. Oregon; all but one were in Washington, including 5 westside birds 19 Aug-1 Nov. A Black-tailed Gull enlivened the Tacoma waterfront 13 Oct-8 Nov (CW, m.ob.), adding to four prior records for the Region; all have appeared in Washington since 2004. Smashing any prior Washington count, 20,000 Heermann's Gulls gathered off of the Elwha R. mouth 26 Sep (SM, BW); the world population is estimated at 525,000 (Delaney and Scott 2006; Waterbird Population World Estimates). Nov storms swept record numbers of Heermann's Gulls inland. One at Finley 13 Nov (WDR) and 6 more at nearby Philomath 22 Nov (WDR, JS) were the first records for Benton, while a flock of 15—the largest ever recorded inland in the Region—enlivened Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 22-23 Nov (SC, SN). An ad. Mew Gull at Molson L., Okanogan 5 Aug (ph. B&NL) was the earliest ever in e. Washington, while 2 ads at Newport 8 Aug (WH) and another at Coos Bay 21 Aug (TR) were four to six weeks early for the Oregon coast. A first-cycle bird at John Day Dam, Sherman 7 Sep (SJ) was merely a month early for the eastside, where the earliest Mews typically arrive after 1 Oct. In addition to the aforementioned Heermann's Gulls, 45,000 California Gulls amassed off the Elwha R. mouth 26 Sep (SM, BW), narrowly missing another Regional record (50,000 were at North Cove, Pacific 7 Aug 2006). Supra-normal numbers of California Gulls persisted through the ,season along the Oregon coast. This incursion was punctuated by tallies of 15,000 at Boiler Bay 22 Nov (PP) and 3,500 in Alsea Bay, Lincoln 29 Nov (SF, DI); the latter flock was comprised almost entirely of adults. Coastal buildups normally peak in Oct, after which time most California Gulls move southward. An extraordinary 1,000 Thayer's Gulls congregated at the Elwha R. mouth 21 Oct, providing the 2nd highest count for Washington (CW, RM). Two Lesser Black-backed Gulls (an ad. and a third-cycle) played hopscotch with the state line at John Day Dam, Klickitat/Sherman 20 Nov+ (†SJ, C. Flick, m.ob.); even though this species has been nearly annual in Washington's Columbia Basin since 2000, these are the first for e. Oregon and just the 3rd and 4th records for that state. A Glaucous Gull that apparently summered at Westport, Grays Harbor (m.ob.) and another at Gold Beach 29 Nov (J. Sullivan) were the only reports of the season; the Region averages about 6 per fall. For the 2nd straight fall, Sabine's Gulls showed poorly; 11 eastside birds 10 Sep-7 Oct is about two-thirds the recent average and, aside from 3 at F.R.R. (included 2 ads.) 4 Sep (DI), there were just 2 other west-side birds. Birders cruising southbound 70-100 km off the Oregon coast encountered an excellent flight, tallying 3,294 on 22 Sep QW et al.), while pelagics averaged just 18/trip. A lone bird off of North Head, Pacific 8 Nov (CW, T. Brooks) was about a month late. Rare in the PT., a Black-legged Kittiwake was at Rosario Beach, Skagit 6 Oct (fide, CW). A storm-blown kittiwake 90 km inland at Fernhill Wetlands 22-25 Nov (SC) was the 3rd for Washington. This fall's incursion of Elegant Tern was modest, with just 7 in Oregon 6 Aug-6 Sep; a single at Tokeland, Pacific 26 (B. LaBar) made the only Washington sighting.
	Fewer than 20 Common Terns were reported from e. Washington, which has averaged about 150 per fall since 2003; only 5 were detected in e. Oregon 8 Sep-11 Oct. Thirty-four at F.R.R. 4 Sep (DI) was more than double the typical high count for this locale, the only WV site where Commons are annual in fall. A mere 14 Arctic Terns were noted from pelagics 8-29 Aug, while 1,028 were seen from a cruise ship in Oregon waters 22 Sep (JW et al.); apparently being farther offshore (70-100 km) later in the season raises one's chances of encountering this highly pelagic species. Three westside Forster's Terns 4-20 Sep was about the seasonal norm.
	Though paltry compared to all-time high counts from nw. Washington, 100+ Marbled Murrelets counted from Cape Arago, Coos 16 Aug (RN) was exceptional for the Oregon coast, where it is unusual to see more than 20 birds from a single vantage point. Xantus’s
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Oregon and Washington observers enjoyed five Northern Parulas in autumn 2009, the most ever recorded in a fall season, including this hatch-year female at Bassett Park in Washtucna, Adams County, Washington 7 September 2009. Photograph by Ryan Merrill
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This immature Orchard Oriole, at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor County 22-27 (here 24) October 2009, was one of two found this fall in Washington, where there were just four prior records. Photograph by Gregg Thompson

Murrelet reports included one scrippsi off Westport 2 Aug (BS), 4 of unknown subspecies off Charleston, Coos 7 Aug (C. Dillingham), and 2 more scrippsi off Newport 12 Sep (GGi). An early Ancient Murrelet was at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 21 Aug (B. Whitney); this species typically reaches inland marine waters in early Oct. Cassin's Auklet numbers appear to be rebounding; high counts of 516 off Westport 9 Aug and 600 off Newport 12 Sep suggest a healthy level of reproduction. Normally rare at any time e. of Cape Flattery, Cassin's Auklet numbers were off the charts for inland marine waters this fall, including an extraordinary 64 in Port Angeles Harbor, Clallam 2 Aug (BW). Eleven in the P.T. 1 Oct-26 Nov included 6 at Edmonds, Snohomish 16 Nov (MB). The season's Horned Puffins included a flyby at Goat I., Curry 8 Aug (M. B. Stevens, M. R. Stevens) and a dead bird found on Midway Beach, Grays Harbor 10 Aug (K. Brady); live birds seen from land or near shore are generally found May—Aug, whereas most at-sea or beached birds turn up Nov—May.
	Band-tailed Pigeons are apparently maintaining their foothold in recently colonized Klickitat, with five reports around White Salmon 15 Sep-4 Oct. However, a single near Sentinel Gap, Grant 1 Nov (S. Downes) was farther e. than expected and late. Single White-winged Doves at Malheur 8 Aug (J. Sutter), Port Orford, Curry 31 Aug (ph. L. Miller), and G.L.S.R.A. 6 Sep (SR) added to 28 prior Regional records; this species is now detected annually in Oregon. Unreported elsewhere, 2 Snowy Owls near Des Moines, King 14-20 Nov (S. Osmek) and another in Tacoma 18 Nov (fide BS) approximated the fall norm for w. Washington in a non-invasion year. A Spotted Owl was found near Olympia 9 Oct (fide J. Buchanan); this species is known for dispersals of 16-24 km, but lowland w. Washington records are few. Single Boreal Owls near Bachelor Butte, Deschutes 26 Sep (T. Snetsinger) and Tollgate, Umatilla 24 Oct (AS, ES) were at two of Oregon's best-known sites for this species, which was all but unknown in that state prior to the mid-1980s. Though well shy of the Regional record (500 at Priest Rapids Dam 14 Aug 1993), the 120 Common Nighthawks over Cheney, Spokane 16 Aug (CC) was still one of Washington's highest counts ever. The Region's first fully documented Lesser Nighthawk graced Malheur 27 Aug (ph. D. Evered); experienced observers reportedly heard one calling at Beverly Beach S.P., Lincoln 21-22 Jun 2007, but that record has not been submitted to the O.B.R.C.
	A group of 21 Black Swifts over s. Corvallis 28 Aug (R. & N. Armstrong) is likely the largest flock ever for Benton and an exceptional gathering for the WV. Anna's Hummingbirds made news again in e. Washington, with 10 straying n. and e. of Klickitat 30 Aug-20 Nov; the easternmost bird reached Cheney, Spokane 19-20 Sep (CC, MW). A Calliope Hummingbird visited Edmonds, Snohomish 15 Aug (D. Harville); there are few records from the w. Washington lowlands. Another Calliope at Bend 1 Oct (T. Crabtree) was nearly a month beyond the typical departure date for the eastside. For the 3rd consecutive year, Lewis's Woodpeckers graced the w. Washington lowlands, with 10 reported 9 Sep+. A near-record 8 were at Park Creek Pass, Skagit 11 Sep (fide CW); 9 were at Corkindale, Skagit 2-7 Sep 2008. More than 100 Lewis's (five-fold the fall norm) invaded w. Oregon 6 Sep+. Several impressive flocks bolstered this tally, including up to 40 at Jefferson, Marion 24 Sep-1 Oct (fide B. Altman), 7-15 at Perrydale, Polk 10-14 Nov (CK, D. Robberson), and 20 e. of Roseburg, Douglas 21 Nov OH). Western Washington's 6th Williamson's Sapsucker visited Carnation, King 25 Nov (M. Wile). About par with recent falls, 3 Red-naped Sapsuckers were noted in w Washington 27 Aug-25 Oct, while none were reported in w, Oregon. A Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrid inhabited Juanita Bay Park, King 17-30 Aug (RM); this cross has been annual of late w. of the Cascades.

PASSERINES
The Region's first documented Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was at Windust S.P. 30 Aug (ph., †MW; † CC); at first, this bird was thought to be a Least Flycatcher, but closer examination of photographs revealed its identity. After producing new birds for the Region in back-to-back fall seasons (Variegated Flycatcher there in 2008), Windust S.P. will surely gain further popularity as a vagrant trap. Six Least Flycatchers in e. Washington 3Aug — 6 Sep matched typical fall numbers, while a singing Least Flycatcher at DeBay's Slough, Skagit 6-9 Aug (GB) added to very few well-documented fall records of the species in w. Washington. A Dusky Flycatcher visited Portland's Mt. Tabor 27 Aug (A&CH); though small numbers of northbound Dusky Flycatchers regularly appear in the WV. Apr—May, southbound birds are less than annual in the westside lowlands, where just 4 have been reported in the past six years. Nearly all of Washington's antecedent Black Phoebes (13 records) have been found along or near the Lower Columbia R., so one at Julia Butler N.W.R., Wahkiakum 9 Aug (M. Bartells) was not overly surprising. One at Cold Springs N.W.R. 16 Aug (M&MLD) was Umatilla's first; this species was formerly mega-rare on the eastside, but there is now a small resident population in the Klamath Basin, and there are records from at least four other e. Oregon counties. Oregon's 12th Eastern Phoebe was along Camp Polk Cr. n. of Sisters, Deschutes 5 Oct (K. Boddie, SK); most of Oregon's birds have come May—Jun. Westside Say's Phoebes were near normal, with 5 recorded (all in Oregon) 15 Sep-11 Nov; the earliest, at Finley 15 Sep (WDR), was about four weeks early. Western Washington's 22nd Ash-throated Flycatcher enlivened Seattle 31 Aug (C. Sidles, ph. K. Lloyd); most records for this species have come mid-May—late Jul. A carefully identified Ash-throated at Florence 28 Nov (†DF, HH) eclipses the Region's latest well-documented record for this species, one in w. Seattle 24 Nov 1956. Thirteen Tropical/Couch's Kingbirds 25 Sep-4- was the lowest fall tally since 2006 but still slightly above the long-term average; Oregon's 11 included a 3 at Newport 11 Nov+ (J. Thomas, m.ob.). Singles at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 24 Oct (J. Gatchet, BT) and at Westport, Grays Harbor 12 Nov (ph. RM, BW, TA) were heard calling (as were some of the Oregon birds), confirming that they were Tropicals,
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 the expected species in the Region. Western Kingbirds typically depart the Region's westside by mid-Aug; thus 4 along the cen. Oregon coast 1-22 Sep were surprising; one at Yachats, Lincoln 5 Sep (DI, DPe) was clearly a hatch-year bird, the presumed age of most tardy birds. Later still, a Western at E.E.W 8 Oct (B. Proebsting) adds to just three post-Sep records from the Region. It's hard to know whether the Eastern Kingbird at Ridgefield 13 Aug (fide BF) had come from the nearby nesting outpost at the Sandy R. mouth, Multnomah (about 20 km away) or from a more distant point of origin.
	A pair of Red-eyed Vireos, apparently present at G.L.S.R.A. since Jul (fide J. Sterling), remained through at least 5 Sep, when an ad. was feeding a juv. (SR). The latest eastside migrant, at Malheur 14 Sep (O. Johnson, E. Pandolfino), was singing, while a Red-eyed that struck a window in Coos Bay 2 Oct (L. Mangan) was the 3rd for Coos. The season's lone Blue Jay was at Cascade Head, Tillamook 8 Sep (PP). Considering that Clark's Nutcrackers did not irrupt into the lowlands of e. Washington, it was somewhat surprising that 4 were found far from known populations in shrub-steppe habitat at Swanson L., Lincoln 20 Sep (T. O'Brien). A nutcracker in the Coast Range at Rocky Pt., Lincoln 8 Oct (C. Philo) was the only report from w. of the Cascades. A Western Scrub-Jay at 2100 m elevation near Hart's Pass, Okanogan 22 Oct (V. Glick, L. Scheiner) was clearly out of place; although expanding northward in the P.T. and on the eastside, this species is all but unknown in the Cascades. Not annual in the WV, single Black-billed Magpies were at Portland 21 Oct+ (C. Selker) and Molalla, Clackamas 30 Oct (A. Wimsett). The latest Tree Swallows were at Langlois, Curry 4 Nov (K. Anderrson) and Portland 22 Nov (A&CH). A migrant Bank Swallow at Hoquiam 28 Aug was noteworthy, as there are very few fall coastal records (BT), while a flock of 25 at Sauvie I. 26 Aug (JW) were likely dispersants from a nearby colony at Prescott, Columbia. Two Barn Swallows at Vantage, Kittitas 8 Nov (J. Kozma) and 7 still at Ankeny N.W.R. 22 Nov (R. Gerig) were the latest e. and w. of the Cascades, respectively; these were considered to be southbound and not connected to the recent spate of mid-winter appearances by this species. The traditional Barn Swallow roost at Dayton, Yamhill built to at least 100,000 birds in late Sep (E Schrock et al.), while a newly discovered Portland roost held 10,000 on 24-25 Sep (L. Neumann, S. Leaptrott).
	Two Black-capped Chickadees at Hat Rock S.P., Umatilla 1 Aug (M&MLD) were at a site where they are not resident, while another at Ritzville, Adams 23 Oct (J. Hebert) was in a county with no resident population and at least 40 km removed from the nearest breeding outposts in Spokane and Whitman; this species rarely strays from suitable breeding habitat. Up to 6 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Prineville Res., Crook 17 Aug-4 Sep were at a site where they have been annual since 2003 (CG). Oregon's 4th Northern Wheatear enlivened Whalen County Park, Tillamook 1718 Sep (S. Engel, mob.); this was the first wheatear in the Region since 2004 and just the 5th overall. Four Mountain Bluebirds in the westside lowlands 26 Sep-25 Nov was an excellent showing; this species appears on the westside about every other fall. Gray Catbirds have now appeared on the westside in five consecutive fall seasons; one at Julia Butler N.W.R. 21 Sep (BF) was a Wahkiakum first. Another at Colville, Stevens 8-24 Nov (W. Current) was e. Washington's latest ever; there are just three winter records from the Region. Northern Mockingbirds showed well, with 6 in Oregon and 4 in Washington 22 Aug-27 Nov; the Region averages about 7 per fall.
	Tennessee Warblers graced both states; one at Belfair, Mason (†K. Brady, M. Mathis) was w. Washington's 11th, while another at Malheur 5 Sep (AC) was at a site where nearly annual. Though northbound Northern Parulas occur almost annually in the Region, this season's 5, all in Sep, was unprecedented for fall; only 3 had been reported over the five previous autumn seasons. Singles at Washtucna, Adams 3 Sep (TA, ph. RM) and Sooes R. Valley 17 Sep (†BT) were Washington's 14th and 15th records. A Magnolia Warbler at Lynnwood, Snohomish 3 Sep (ph. K. Mack) and 2 together at Lacey, Thurston 22 Nov (†J. Dlugo, †A. Wang) add to 15 prior records in Washington. This species has now been detected in that state five of the past six fall seasons; most have appeared early Sep—early Oct. A hatch-year male Cape May Warbler at S.J.C.R. 14 Sep (†S. Terrill) was Oregon's 18th. Roughly a month tardy, this season's Black-throated Blue Warbler brightened Redmond, Deschutes 15 Nov (SD); most of the Region's reports come late Sep—early Oct. A Hermit Warbler, rare for lowland w. Washington during fall, graced Seattle 7 Sep (fide CW). A Townsend's Warbler x Hermit Warbler hybrid in the eastside lowlands at Washtucna, Adams 13 Sep (Mike & Merry-Lynn Denny) was just the 5th such cross for e. Washington, where, until recently, birds with Hermit parentage were all but unknown. A Blackburnian Warbler was at Sentinel Gap, Grant 29 Aug (†CW, †SM); this is just the 2nd fall record from that state. It was the worst fall season in recent memory for Palm Warblers, with just 9 reported from outer coastal locations and none in the P.T./WV, which had averaged nearly 6 per fall since 2003. The season's only 2 Blackpoll Warblers were at Cascade Head, Tillamook 10 Sep (PP) and Malheur 14 Sep UD, JW); none were reported in Washington, which had hosted multiple birds every fall since 2004. Two Black-and-white Warblers inhabited G.L.S.R.A. 23 Aug-9 Sep (M. Persmark, DF, JP), and another was at Cape Meares Village, Tillamook 26 Aug (M. Tweelinckx). An American Redstart at Hillsboro, Washington 2 Sep (SS) was the first southbound bird in w. Oregon since 2005; 7 Aug singles at DeBay's Slough and North State Reserve, Skagit (GB) were in the PT., where nearly annual in fall. A Yellow-breasted Chat at Ridgefield 19 Sep (BF) was nearly record late for w. Washington, where this species is now considered a rare breeder.
	A Western Tanager lingering in Seattle 30 Nov (TA) was about six weeks late. A record-early American Tree Sparrow visited Cabin Lake Guard Station, Lake 28 Sep (ph. R. Louderback). On the westside, where the species is now annual in fall, early singles visited F.R.R. 11 Oct (DI, DPe) and Finley 18 Oct; the former was the 3rd earliest ever for w. Oregon. One at Forest Grove, Washington 13 Nov (T. Shreve) was on schedule. All 4 eastside Clay-colored Sparrows were in Washington 24 Aug-8 Sep. As expected, 5 westside Clay-colored Sparrows came much later in the season (4 Oct-1 Nov); 4 found in Oregon were all along the coast. A Brewer's Sparrow at Finley 3 Aug (WDR), 2 at F.R.R. 26 Aug (L. McQueen), and one on the outer coast at Cascade Head 1 Sep (PP) were on the westside, where near annual over the past decade. Three migrant Vesper Sparrows detected in w. Washington 3-18 Sep continued the trend of recent fall seasons; until the past few years, southbound birds were less than annual here. For the 2nd straight fall, a Black-throated Sparrow was w. of the Cascades; one at Albany, Linn 17 Oct (T. Gholson) marked just the 3rd fall record from w. Oregon. A Lark Sparrow at Ridgefield 18 Sep (DP) made the 3rd consecutive fall with a report in w. Washington, where this species was only recorded once during fall between 1996 and 2005. In w. Oregon, stray Lark Sparrows at Cape Blanco, Curry 21 Aug (TJW), Nehalem, Tillamook 12 Sep (S. Hagen), and Florence 16 Oct (AC) were away from the west-side's only known breeding sites in Jackson and Josephine. A Red Fox Sparrow (subspecies iliaca/zaboria) was near Fall City, King 18 Nov (†TA); this type is now found annually in the Region. Swamp Sparrows showed poorly, with just 8 Regionwide 27 Oct+; only w. Washington, with 6, approached normal numbers. The
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[bookmark: _GoBack]only eastside Swamp was at Paterson Slough 14 Nov (M&MLD). A mere 3 Harris's Sparrows 7-19 Nov was half the seasonal norm. It was recently discovered that Golden-crowned Sparrows around Nome, Alaska sing a uniquely patterned and noticeably different song than other Golden-crowned populations (E. Pandolfino, pers. comm.). The wintering grounds and migratory routes for this population are not known, but birds singing the "Nome song" were heard and seen at Marrowstone I., Jefferson 10 Oct (SM, BW) and Everett 17 Oct (SM). Thirty Lapland Longspurs at S.J.C.R. 4 Oct (SS) was an exceptional count for w. Oregon, where most flocks contain fewer than 10 birds. Washington's 7th Chestnut-collared Longspur enlivened Hoquiam 21-31 Oct (†DW, B. Norton); the state's only other fall record was also from Hoquiam. In Oregon, which has averaged about 4 per fall since 2000, single Chestnut-collareds visited Finley 18 Oct (WDR) and Cape Blanco in early Nov (TJW)?
	A Rose-breasted Grosbeak near Ilwaco, Pacific 4 Sep (†JD) was Washington's 10th fall bird; 5 have come since 2004. Four Rose-breasteds together at Wood River Wetlands, Klamath 15 Sep (fide K. Fairchild) was highly unusual, as most reports of this vagrant involve singles. Single Black-headed Grosbeaks at Powell Butte, Crook 30- Oct (CG) and at Ridgefield 3 Nov (T. Hicks) were at least five weeks later than normal departure dates. Lazuli Buntings are rare along the outer coast, particularly in Washington, so singles at Sunset Beach, Clatsop 3 Aug (MP), near Neah Bay, Clallam 9 Sep (RM, CW), and at La Push, Clallam 16 Sep (BT) were noteworthy. An Indigo Bunting that summered near Snoqualmie, King remained until 9 Aug (R. Ben-Shalom), while a molting male at E.E.W. 6-9 Sep (J. Geier) was the season's lone migrant. A migrant Bobolink strayed to G.L.S.R.A. 6 Sep (SR); though this species nests a number of sites in se. Oregon, there are no known colonies near this locale. Western Washington's 3 Rusty Blackbirds represented a typical fall and included Kitsap's first near Kingston 10-20 Nov (BW). Two near Burbank, Walla Walla 19 Nov (MW) were on the eastside, where less than annual. A Great-tailed Grackle near Cow Lakes, Malheur 8 Aug (CG) may have summered locally; this represents just the 3rd post-Jul report in the Region over the past decade. Though Great-taileds have been found annually in Oregon since the 1980s, nearly all occur during May and Jun. Single Orchard Orioles at Neah Bay 9 Sep (ph. RM, CW) and Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 22-27 Oct (ph. I. Ubrovic) were just the 5th and 6th for Washington; all but one were w. of the Cascades Sep—Dec. A Bullock's Oriole at Seaside, Clatsop 10 Nov (S. Warner) was at least six weeks tardy and on the outer coast, where rare but nearly annual in fall and winter. Two Purple Finches near Vantage 29 Aug and another there 4 Sep (likely different birds) were very early for e. of the Cascades, where they are rare (SM, CW). Mary's Peak, Benton hosted up to 3 Cassin's Finches 5 Oct-2 Nov (WDR); this species is less than annual w. of the Cascades. White-winged Crossbills continue to be noted in exceptional numbers along the Cascade Crest, with 65 tallied 19 Aug-10 Oct. Five Common Redpolls near Bend 25 Oct (SK) were well s. and w. of their normal late fall/winter haunts.

Corrigendum: The American Tree Sparrow reported from Clatsop Spit 6 Oct 2005 (North American Birds 60: 149) was in fact at the s. jetty of the Siuslaw R., Lane, OR.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Tom Aversa, David Bailey, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Gary Bletsch, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Craig Corder (Spokane), Mike and MerryLynn Denny, Shawneen Finnegan, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), George Gerdts, Greg Gillson (Washington), Denny Grandstrand (Yakima), Garrett Gregor, Anne Heyerly Dan Heyerly, Paul Hicks, Randy Hill, Wayne Hoffman, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Bruce Labar, Nancy LaFramboise, Ryan Merrill (Washington), Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson, Lake), Steven Mlodinow, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Bill Tice, David Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Charlie Wright (eBird).


The Winter Season, 2009-2010

Oregon/Washington Region
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In the Pacific Northwest, winter made a brief appearance during the second week of December. An Arctic blast ushered in record-breaking low temperatures, and, although lowland snowfall was not part of the equation, one couldn't help but wonder if we might be in for a repeat performance of last year's wintry mix. Frigid conditions persisted for all of five or six days, and then the remainder of this "El Niño winter" was downright balmy. In fact, January turned out to be the warmest on record for many cities in western Washington. Precipitation for the entire period was slightly below normal.
	Despite what wind-blasted and waterlogged north westerners would call quite favorable birding conditions, mega-rarities were all but non-existent. Aside from a record December/January incursion of Brown Pelicans and California Gulls along the Oregon coast, no significant avian events or major irruptions were noted. Once again, hybrid waterfowl abounded, perhaps filling the niche normally occupied by unusual gulls and sparrows, which were generally in short supply. Four species of shorebird lingered well beyond normal departure dates; one was a winter first for the Region.
	Perhaps the short stretch of frigid cold played a role in the lack of semi-hardy and non-hardy species in an otherwise warm winter. Six orioles of two species added a nice splash of color to the season, but they got little assistance from warblers, as there was just one boldface-worthy species reported. Even the now expected mid-winter flight of Barn Swallows, which started back in 2002, did not materialize. With northern finches largely absent, other than a localized flight of Common Redpolls, observers had to content themselves with mini-irruptions of Clark's Nutcrackers and Black-billed Magpies this season.

Abbreviations: E.E.W. (E.E. Wilson W.M.A., Benton, OR); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, OR); WV (Willamette Valley, OR). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Single Greater White-fronted Geese along the Columbia R., Benton 15 Jan (NL) and at Lake Lenore, Grant 16 Jan (G. McWethy) were noteworthy, as this species rarely winters in e. Washington. A Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (subspecies gambelli) enlivened Carnation, King 19 Jan-1 Feb, yielding Washington's 8th record (RM), and one at Nisqually 7 Jan through Feb was the 9th (S. Thorp); all but three previous records have been Sep—Dec. The season's only Emperor Goose wintered inland at Glide, Douglas (M. Hamm); most of the Region's reports come from the outer coast. Six Snow Geese were noted during Jan in e. Washington, where overwintering Snows were formerly quite rare. Explosive population growth probably also explains recent increases in the number of northbound Snows passing through e. Washington; 2,000 staged at Whitcomb I., Benton 18 Feb (NL), and 1,000 massed near McNary N.W.R., Benton 20 Feb (C. Baudrand). A blue-morph Snow Goose at Moses L., Grant 16 Jan (DS) was a rare find for e. Washington, while on the westside, 5 were among the thousands of Snows gathered at Fir I., Skagit 20 Jan-28 Feb; Blues are now found annually in this population, most of which breeds on Siberia's Wrangel Island. Yet another Snow Goose x Ross Goose hybrid turned up in the Fir I. flock 28 Feb (SM); this cross is now found most years in the Region. Stray Ross's Geese were scarce and limited to the s. Oregon coast, with 2 late-fall holdovers at Cape Blanco 1 Dec (T. Wahl), another at Coos Bay 1 Dec+ (TR), and one at New R., Coos (TR). An Aleutian Cackling Goose (sub- 

SA The roster of hybrid waterfowl found in the Region seems to pick up a new cross every winter. The latest addition is an apparent ad. Trumpeter Swan x Tundra Swan found in a flock of Trumpeter Swans near Burlington 6 Dec (ph. SM). It appeared to be paired with a Trumpeter when relocated near Edison, Skagit 23 Jan (BW). This bird was intermediate in structure between Tundra and Trumpeter swans, had a fairly sizeable yellow patch on bill, and engaged in aggression displays resembling those exhibited by Trumpeter Swans. Swan biologists who examined the photographs concurred that it appeared to be a “Trumpling Swan" (Trumpeter Swan x Whistling Swan hybrid); similar birds have been observed in Alaska (W. Sladen, C. Mitchell, in litt.). To date, there are no published records of these two species interbreeding in the wild, though they are known to do so in captivity (Handbook of Avian Hybrids of the World, McCarthy 2006).

species leucopareia), first detected during fall, remained at Kingston, Kitsap through 16 Jan (GGe, J. Acker); this subspecies is rare in Washington during winter, with most records coming from the outer coast. The earliest northbound Aleutians were along the Oregon coast at Port Orford, Curry and Seal Rock, Lincoln 16 Feb (R. Lowe). The only eastside reports of Cackling Geese came from Washington; one minima was at Rock L., Whitman 12 Feb (T. Gray), and 5 of this subspecies inhabited Moses L., Grant 13 Feb (DS). A maxima Canada Goose at St. Andrew, Douglas 18 Feb (†RM, TA) marked the 2nd consecutive winter that this taxon has appeared in e. Washington; three recent reports suggest that maxima may regularly winter in the Region. Cackling Geese (subspecies minima and taverneri) continue to stretch their wintering range northward into. the P.T. and beyond. A flock of 20 (including both subspecies) was at Deer I., Island 19 Dec (SM), while 2 taverneri at Sandy Pt., Whatcom 1 Jan (RM, SM) were the most northerly of 5 others reported n. of Seattle; this site is less than 30 km from the U.S./Canada border. Four Brant away from saltwater represented a typical winter showing. A Washington record 3,440 Trumpeter Swans were tallied in Skagit 13 Jan (RM), eclipsing the 2,300 counted in Feb 2008. A Trumpeter Swan at Pistol River, Curry 9 Jan (N. Holcomb) was along the s. Oregon coast, where a swan of any species is unexpected. 
	Fourteen Eurasian Wigeons in e. Washington 12 Dec-27 Feb was nearly double last year's dismal showing of 8 birds. For the 2nd consecutive winter, 2 Mallard x American Wigeon hybrids were located in the Region: at Gorst, Kitsap 5 Feb (ph. BW) and at DeBay Slough, Skagit 6 Feb (GB). This cross was unrecorded in the Region prior to 2008. Winter Blue-winged Teal, less than annual in the Region historically, appeared for the 3rd straight year. Three singles 1-20 Dec were likely tardy migrants, while a male at Fernhill Wetlands 27 Jan (C. Pepper) presumably wintered locally. Cinnamon Teal are no longer a winter novelty. In addition to the traditional flock (50+ birds) at Svenson I., Clatsop, no fewer than 23 were noted elsewhere in sw. Washington and w. Oregon; many of these birds overwintered.
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This season's 16 Eurasian Teal (10 in Washington, 6 in Oregon) is the 2nd highest winter tally ever of this subspecies, eclipsed only by 18 reported during the winter of 2003-2004; as expected, all were w. of the Cascades. Conversely, the count of Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal intergrades (2 in w. Washington, none in Oregon) matched the worst showing of the decade. A Ring-necked Duck x scaup hybrid was at Seattle 27 Jan (ph. C. Alexander); there are very few previous records of this cross in the Region. The season's lone Tufted Duck was a presumed returnee at Clatskanie, Columbia 19 Jan (D. Coggswell); the Region averages about 2 per winter. Present since Jul 2009, the female King Eider (Washington's 20th) continued at O.S. through the winter (m.ob.). Wintering Long-tailed Ducks, once considered rare in e. Washington, are now expected; 4 reported 23 Dec-7 Feb was slightly below the recent norm. Likely a winter record for e. Washington, 4,000 Common Goldeneyes were at Ice Harbor Dam, Walla Walla 14 Feb (K. Burke); 5,700 at Turnbull N.W.R. in Mar 1973 (Birds of Washington, Wahl et al., eds., 2005) is the only higher published count from that area. Barrow's Goldeneyes are rare in the w. Oregon lowlands at any season, so 2 along the Columbia R. at Portland 31 Jan (A. Clausing) were surprising. Another, at Charleston, Coos 20 Dec-3 Jan (H. Schubothe), was equally noteworthy. A Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrid visited Bainbridge Island, Kitsap 1 Dec (ph. BW); this cross is now found annually in the Region.
	All 7 eastside Pacific Loons 2 Dec-27 Jan were along the Columbia R., where now expected during winter; this tally is low by recent standards. Near-normal 6 Yellow-billed Loons were detected in w. Washington, while none were reported from Oregon. Four Clark's Grebes at Bainbridge Island 18 Dec (BW) ties a single-site record for w. Washington, which hosted an above-average 7 this season. The Brown Booby (Oregon's 3rd) found at Charleston, Coos 28 Oct was last seen there 10 Dec (TR); an ad. female found dead near Long Beach, Pacific 27 Jan (T. Fleming) was Washington's 5th. El Niño conditions and scarcity of food were thought to be the cause of this winter's record invasion of Brown Pelicans (fide RB); many dead and dying pelicans were found all along the West Coast during this period. Thousands inhabited the Oregon coast through much of the season; high counts included 1,150 at Netarts Bay, Tillamook (PP) and 900 still at Yaquina Bay 13 Jan (WH). Along the Washington coast, where wintering Brown Pelicans are still considered rare, fair numbers gathered for the 2nd consecutive year; 60 near O.S. 27 Jan (BW, RM, TA) was a record mid-winter count in that state; by the end of the period, only a few dozen pelicans remained in the Region. Recently established Black-crowned Night-Heron roosts in Washington were apparently in use again this winter; 3 birds were at Forest Grove 9 Jan (L. Norgren), and another was at nearby Hillsboro 15 Feb (GG).
	A Turkey Vulture near Davenport, Lincoln 18 Dec (B. Haywood) was highly unusual, as this species is extremely rare anywhere in e. Washington Dec—Jan. Another vulture at Goldendale, Klickitat 5 Feb was likely an early migrant (fide SJ). Three more vultures at Lopez I., Island 31 Dec (fide D. MacRae) were in w. Washington, where very rare before mid-Feb. Two White-tailed Kites at Skamokawa, Wahkiakum 16-17 Jan (A. Emlen, M. Bartels) were the only ones noted in w. Washington this winter; the population of this species in sw. Washington has plummeted over the past several years. Only 2 Red-shouldered Hawks were noted in sw. Washington, where now expected. In nw. Washington, where still rare, one was back at Kent, King 27 Dec for the 4th straight winter (CW), and another visited Seattle 5-6 Feb (C. Sidles). Yet another Swainson's Hawk graced the winter season: one at Baskett Slough N.W.R. 13 Dec (J. Jabousek) was the Region's 11th during winter and the 9th such record since 2003. More than half (10) of the season's 19 Gyrfalcons were in e. Washington; 5 were in Oregon. Prairie Falcons have been annual of late in w. Washington; this season's bird was at Samish Flats 1 Dec-9 Feb (m.ob.). A rare coastal Prairie wintered in the Norway, Coos bottomlands for the 2nd consecutive year (SF DI et al.). Less than annual on the eastside in winter, a Sora was at Malheur 9 Dec (S. Shunk). Sandhill Cranes are very rare n. of sw. Washington in winter, so singles at Point Roberts, Whatcom 7 Dec (D. Tyson) and Sequim, Clallam 14 Dec-9 Jan (fide B. Boekelheide) were noteworthy. On the eastside, a flock of 45 Sandhill Cranes enlivened Lower Crab Cr., Grant 15 Dec (RH), with 2 remaining until 10 Jan (I. Lines); until fairly recently, sizeable winter flocks were unknown from the Columbia Basin.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Apparently present for several days before being seen by experienced observers, the Black-necked Stilt at the Yakima R. delta, Benton 13 Dec (NL, B. Derting) was truly astounding; one at Klamath Forest N.W.R., Klamath 22 Feb 2002 is the Region's only other winter record. An American Avocet at North Bend, Coos 9 Dec (TR) was similarly out of season, as it was the first in the Region during winter since 2005. Four Lesser Yellowlegs, now annual during winter, included 2 northerly birds at Big Ditch, Snohomish 4 Dec (MB), one at Coos Bay 7 Jan (TR), and another at Ridgefield 12-18 Jan (BF). Not annual in during winter, a presumed tardy southbound Wandering Tattler graced Yachats, Lincoln 20 Dec (A. Skirvin). A Marbled Godwit, rare away from the outer coast in winter, visited Sequim, Clallam 9 Feb (RM). A winter tally of
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Over the past ten years or so, Lesser Black-backed Gulls have become a fixture in the Pacific Northwest. This adult joined a third-cycle bird at John Day Dam, Sherman County, Oregon in late November 2009 and remained there through at least 12 (here 4) December. Photograph by David Irons.

[image: ]
This Dickcissel lingered at Nehalem, Tillamook County from 20 (here 21) February into March 2010. It represented about the fifteenth record for Oregon but just the fifth in winter. Photograph by Ed McVicker
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107 Least Sandpipers at Crockett L., Island 19 Dec was exceptional for the P.T. (SM, RM). A well-seen Baird's Sandpiper at Astoria 20-30 Dec (†L. Cain, MP) yielded just the 2nd winter record for the Region. Also record late, a Pectoral Sandpiper near Burbank, Walla Walla 2 Dec (M&MLD, G. Shoemaker) provided a seasonal first; it should be noted that there are documented winter records from British Columbia. A Rock Sandpiper believed to be of the nominate subspecies was reported from Barview, Tillamook 19 Dec (†HN); the only documented occurrence of this subspecies outside of Alaska involved a single bird that returned to O.S. for three consecutive winters (2001-2003). Short-billed Dowitchers, very rare during winter in w. Washington, included one at Samish Flats, Skagit 6 Dec (MB) and 2 at Ridgefield 11 Jan (BF). A Red Phalarope deposited at Portland's Westmoreland Park by a late Nov storm remained there through at least 6 Dec (m.ob.). There were no major storm-related wrecks during the season, but 27 Reds were at Floras L., Curry 21 Dec, and dozens were onshore at Winchester Bay, Douglas that day (AH, DH).
	Inshore jaegers of any species are rare during winter, thus a Pomarine Jaeger at Newport 15 Dec was surprising (WH). Oregon's 12th Little Gull, the first in that state since 2002, stopped at F.R.R. 6 Dec (†DI, †SF, AH, DH). In most years, only a handful of Heermann's Gulls remain in the Region after Nov, so it was surprising that for the 2nd straight year hundreds remained along the Oregon coast during Dec. A gathering of 200 inhabited Siletz Bay, Lincoln 1 Dec, and 85 were at nearby Boiler Bay 6 Dec (PP); 35 were still at Seaside, Clatsop 30 Dec (DB). In Washington, where Heermann's are not annual during winter, one at P.N.P. 1 Dec (VN), 12 at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 7 Dec (BW et al.), and 6 near Westport, Grays Harbor 1 Jan (E. Hunn, GGe) were noteworthy. The birds involved in this incursion were seemingly gone by mid-Jan, coincident with the dispersal of the Brown Pelican hordes. California Gull numbers normally peak along the coast in Oct, so this season's Dec—Jan buildup along cen. Oregon shores was quite unusual. Tens of thousands were already along Lincoln beaches at the start of the period, and from 1 Dec through 11 Jan, counts at Lincoln City built from 8,000 to 25,000 (PP); the latter tally is surely a seasonal record for the Region. This winter's 6 Lesser Black-backed Gulls, a species annual of late in the Region, were all e. of the Cascades along the Columbia R. Oregon's 3rd and 4th, which were found at John Day Dam, Sherman in Nov, remained through at least 12 Dec (m.ob.); there are now approximately 15 records for Washington. The Glaucous Gull flight was the 2nd worst this decade, with just 20 detected 8 Dec+; the Region has averaged nearly 40 per winter since 2002-2003, when just 10 were reported. A highly unexpected Caspian Tern was along the Columbia R. near Kennewick, Benton 31 Dec (C. Louderback, R. Louderback); there are but two previous Dec records for the Region (Birds of Washington, Wahl et al., eds., 2005). Washington's 19th Thick-billed Murre was viewed from a boat at close range near Protection I., Clallam 14 Dec (†CW, †BL, ph. J. Kummet, M. Crim); most records are from early Dec—mid-Feb. An unexpected Tufted Puffin was at Boiler Bay 6 Dec (PP); this species is rare inshore Nov—Mar.
	All but one of 12 Snowy Owls were in Washington 22 Dec+; this represents a typical total in a non-invasion year. A Great Gray Owl at Gresham, Multnomah 23 Dec (S. Bagby) was in the westside lowlands, where less than annual. The only westside Burrowing Owl was on the outer coast at Winchester Bay, Douglas 24 Dec (S. & B. Paige); none were detected in the WV, where this species has been annual over the past decade. Though now resident e. to Klickitat, Anna's Hummingbirds remain a novelty farther e. in Washington and Oregon, especially during winter. A single Anna's near Dixie, Walla Walla 16-20 Dec (M&MLD) continues the recent trend of prospecting birds showing up farther e. and n. in the Columbia Basin; like most winter strays, this bird disappeared with the onset of extremely cold temperatures. Conversely, another Anna's survived the season at a La-Grande, Union feeder (fide DT).
	Holdovers from spectacular fall invasion produced w. Oregon's best winter showing of Lewis's Woodpeckers in many years. Flocks of 6 at F.R.R. 19 Feb (D. Schrouder), 5 at Carlton, Yamhill 1 Jan (P. Johnston), and 3 at Perrydale, Polk 11 Dec (BT) were in the WV, where at least 20 individuals were reported; over the past decade, w. Oregon has averaged 2-3 per winter. This winter's Yellow-bellied Sapsucker spent the season at E.E.W. (R. Armstrong, m.ob.); this species is now virtually annual in the Region Nov—Mar. Rare w. of the Cascades at any season, a Red-naped Sapsucker remained from fall at Seattle through 26 Dec (mob.). Not nearly as rare, a Red-breasted Sapsucker x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrid continued at Juanita Park, King until 2 Jan (RM). A single Red-breasted Sapsucker at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 28 Dec. (B. Derting) was far removed from expected haunts; this taxon has become increasingly regular away from the Cascades in e Washington during winter, with several sightings in the past five years.

PASSERINES
An Empidonax flycatcher, unidentified as to species, inhabited Puget I., Wahkiakum 29 Dec (fide A. Emlen); this just the 2nd winter report of this genus from Washington. Say's Phoebes are rare during midwinter in e. Washington; thus one at Davenport, Lincoln 16 Jan (G. Falco) was noteworthy. All but one of 5 Say's Phoebes wintering on the westside (1 Dec-30 Jan) were along the s. Oregon coast, where annual; one at Creswell, Lane 17 Jan (SF, DI) was in the WV, where Dec—Jan birds are not annual. Six additional westside birds 19 Feb+ were presumed northbound, as their appearances coincided with the normal arrival of eastside migrants. A calling Tropical Kingbird, present at Newport late-Nov-5 Dec (m.ob.), provided the 12th winter season record for the Region; nearly all reports of this species come Oct—Nov. Clark's Nutcrackers rarely stray into the lowlands of w. Washington from their montane haunts, so one at Ferndale, Whatcom 4 Dec (C. Klien), one at Port Townsend, Jefferson 7-13 Dec (fide CW), and another near Carnation, King 16 Dec (J. Meyer) were noteworthy. A mini-irruption of Black-billed Magpies in Jan produced westside singles at Portland 2 Jan+ (A. & C. Hinkle), Alki Pt., King 6-9 Jan (P. Webster), Discovery Park, King 9 Jan (fide P Rose), and Port Gamble, Kitsap 30 Jan (B. Bell). A flock of 200 Horned Larks along Livermore Rd. near Perrydale, Polk 11 Dec (BT) was an exceptional tally for the WV, where most birds are presumed to be Streaked Horned Larks (subspecies strigata); this rare and endangered tax-on is thought to number fewer than 1,500 birds (B. Altman, R. P Moore, pers. comm.).
	As often happens in mild winters, individual Tree Swallows were reported from several sites in the W.V. Dec—Jan. Ten Trees at F.R.R. 2 Jan (L. McQueen) may have wintered locally, as they were about a month ahead of the first northbound migrants. A late southbound Barn Swallow stopped at Vancouver L., Clark 4 Dec (JD). This was the first winter season since 2002 unaccompanied by the mysterious Jan—Feb reappearance of flocks of Barn Swallows; despite the extremely mild conditions, a lone Barn Swallow off of Alki Pt , King 12 Jan (G. Smith) was the only report after Dec. A Rock Wren, the westside's first winter record in three years, visited Pt. Roberts, Whatcom 5 Dec (K. Klimko). Reports of single Bewick's Wrens at Mill Creek, Lincoln 15 Jan (R. Dexter), Central Ferry Canyon, Douglas 19 Feb (MB, J. Tubbs), and Chewelah, Stevens 20 Feb (T. Durnell) provides further evidence of their ongoing northeasterly range expansion. Single Mountain Bluebirds at Canyonville, Douglas 28 Jan (R. Maertz) and near Tenino, 
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Thurston 1 Feb (PH) were both out of season and out of place; most westside reports involve stray northbound migrants that appear late Feb—Apr. A Townsend's Solitaire at Hillsboro, Washington 28 Jan (GG), was in the WV, where not quite annual during winter. This season's 2 Northern Mockingbirds, both in Oregon, constituted the poorest showing since 2004-2005. Though now nearly annual in Dec—Feb w. of the Cascades (eight records since 1998), a Yellow Warbler at Maryhill S.P., Klickitat 5 Dec (S. Downes) furnished the first ever winter record for the eastside. This winter was the first since 2005-2006 with no reports of inland Palm Warblers, and just 2 were noted along the outer coast, whereas 68 is the seasonal norm at the coast. A Common Yellowthroat, not quite annual in w. Washington after Dec, inhabited Centralia, Cowlitz 2 Jan (PH).
	Single Western Tanagers at Corvallis, Benton 17 Dec (H. Bruner), Sammamish, King 19 Dec (fide H. Jennings), and Portland 3 Feb (GGr) marked the 13th consecutive winter in which this species has graced the Region; tanagers were formerly mega-rare Dec—Mar. Ten American Tree Sparrows w. of the Cascades approximates a typical winter; both states were near their westside seasonal averages, with 7 in Washington and 3 in Oregon. Although nearly annual in Oregon during winter, a Chipping Sparrow at Ridgefield 12 Jan-12 Feb (ph. T. Hicks) made only the 10th winter record for Washington. All 3 Clay-colored Sparrows were in Oregon, with singles at Portland 6 Dec (GGr), Astoria 20 Dec+ (MP), and E.E.W. 17 Jan+ (RN). Single Lark Sparrows at Newport 5 Dec (AS) and Miller Island S.W.A., Klamath 27 Jan (J. Van Moorhen) were noteworthy, as this species is not detected annually in the Region during winter. Western Washington's 9th Sage Sparrow visited Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 8-14 Feb (ph. S. Carpenter); both prior w. Washington winter records were also in Feb, when northbound migrants are arriving on the eastside. Increasing observer awareness likely explains the recent uptick in records of Red Fox Sparrow; this season's 5 included one at Coos Bay 9 Dec (†TR), one at Eugene 12 Dec (ph. M. Maffei), 2 at Yakima 16 Dec (ph. DG), and one at Foothills Trail, Pierce (†CW); iliaca/zaboria types are now annual in the Region during winter. Twelve westside Swamp Sparrows, 5 in Oregon and 7 in Washington, was par for the season. Four Harris's Sparrows made the worst showing this decade and was less than 25% of the seasonal norm for the Region, which has averaged 17 per winter since 2000; none were reported from e. Washington for the first time in recent memory.
	Three Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 21 Dec-2 Mar were all in Oregon, where there are now about 15 winter records. A lingering Black-headed Grosbeak at Vashon I., King through 15 Dec yielded only the 4th winter record for Washington and about the 15th for the Region (fide E. Swan). A Dickcissel at Nehalem, Tillamook 20 Feb+ (T. Shelmerdine, ph. D. Smith) furnished just the 5th winter report from the Region; Oregon now has 14 records. Although not annual in w. Washington in winter, an impressive 6 Yellow-headed Blackbirds were noted. Five Rusty Blackbirds 2 Dec-6 Feb were all in Washington, where rare but annual. Two Hooded Orioles that spent the season in Oregon were the just the 2nd and 3rd winter reports since 1993; one at Gaston 26 Dec+ (E. McVicker et al.) was a first for Washington, and another inhabited Port Orford, Curry throughout the season (ph. L. Miller). A seasonal record of 4 Bullock’s Orioles was reported 1 Dec-5 Jan; all were in w. Oregon, where this species is now annual during winter.
	There was no repeat of last winter's Pine Grosbeak irruption into the lowlands of w. Washington, as the only reports came from expected montane habitats; these included 25 near Greenwater, Pierce 4 Dec (CW) and 11 at Hurricane Ridge, Clallam 3 Jan (S. Gremel). Similarly, the only White-winged Crossbill reported from the westside was a singleton at Greenwater 4 Dec (CW). Common Redpolls staged a somewhat localized irruption into ne. Washington but were mostly unreported farther south and west. Collectively, thousands were in Okanagon 10 Dec-28 Feb, including 600 at Chesaw 17 Feb (TA, RM). Surprisingly, only 2 redpolls were noted from the westside; singles visited Hagg L., Washington 26 Dec (S. Murray) and Mowich L., Pierce 3 Dec (CW). A Hoary Redpoll was discovered among a swarm of Commons at Chesaw 27 Feb (†BL, M. Roening); if accepted, this would represent the 14th Washington record. Lesser Goldfinches continue to expand their range into se. Washington and ne. Oregon; 15 were noted from Asotin and Whitman 18 Dec-27 Feb, while another at Ladd Marsh WMA., Union 3 Jan (DT) was a first for the local Christmas count.

Initialed observers (area compilers in boldface): Tom Aversa, Range Bayer (Lincoln), David Bailey, Gary Bletsch, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Craig Corder (Spokane), Mike & MerryLynn Denny, Shawneen Finnegan, Bob Flores, George Gerdts (GGe) Greg Gillson (Washington), Denny Grandstrand (Yakima), Garrett Gregor, Anne Heyerly, Dan Heyerly, Paul Hicks, Randy Hill, Wayne Hoffman, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Brue Labar, Nancy LaFramboise, Ryan Merrill, Steven Mlodinow, Russ Namitz, Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Andy Stepniewski, Bill Tice, Dave Trochlell (Union, Wallowa), Charlie Wright (eBird).
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Spring Migration, 2010

Oregon/Washington Region

David Irons
Douglas Schonewald
Brad Waggoner
Bill Tweit

Invariably, weather plays a significant role in defining any migration season. A cold, wet spring was punctuated by May temperatures that were the Region's fifth coldest on record. On 21-22 May, rain turned to snow in the high desert country of southeastern Oregon, grounding thousands of migrants. Chilly temperatures persisted through Memorial Day weekend, producing local fallouts of warblers, tanagers, sparrows, and buntings that were sometimes spectacular. While shocking rarities were exceedingly scarce, a nice assortment of extralimital strays accented the season. Birders aboard cruise ships once again enhanced offshore coverage, and strong onshore winds at the onset of May pushed ashore tubenoses that are rarely seen from land.

Abbreviations: Ankeny (Ankeny N.W.R., Marion), Baskett Slough (Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk), E.E.W. (E.E. Wilson W.M.A., Benton), Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton), F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos), O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor), P.N.P (Point No Point, Kitsap), P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish), P.T. (Puget Trough), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark), S.L.W.M.A. (Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla) WV (Willamette Valley). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH STORM-PETRELS
During a major flight of Greater White-fronted Geese 30 Apr, more than 5,000 passed over Eugene in two hours (DI); this represents the WV's 2nd highest ever one-day count. Twenty White-fronteds over Seattle 27 May were at least two weeks tardy (P. Rose). The wintering Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (subspecies elgasi) lingered at Carnation, King until 20 Mar (G. Oliver, O. Oliver), while another at Nisqually remained until 21 Apr (m.ob.); most records of this taxon have been Sep—Dec. The season's only Emperor Goose, which wintered near Glide, Douglas, was last seen 23 Mar (M. Hamm). As the continent-wide population of Snow Geese continues to balloon, each migration season seems to produce a notable increase in the passage through e. Washington. Favored McNary N.W.R. hosted 5,000 Snows on 4 Mar (M&MLD), establishing a new benchmark for that subregion, where as recently as 2005 the record count was 250 (2005, Birds of Washington, Wahl et al., eds.). A Snow at Palmer L., Okanogan 30 May was nearly a month late (AS). Two Blue Geese inhabited Fir I., Skagit 4 Mar-6 Apr (RM), while another at Othello, Adams 26 Mar (BF) was in e. Washington, where this morph is still not reported annually. Though less than half of last spring's record tally (67) of 32 Ross's Geese 22 Mar-1 May was still double the recent average for e. Washington. Most westside Ross's are found at inland locales, but 3 of this season's 4 were coastal; one wintering at Coos Bay remained until 12 Mar, and 2 were at Willapa Bay, Pacific 27 Apr (JG). The flight of 5,500 Brant past Boiler Bay 3 May (PP) was a single-day record for Oregon and accounts for nearly 4% of the Pacific Flyway population (2009. United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Waterfowl Population Status, 2009). A minima Cackling Goose at Bellevue, King 30 May was three weeks late (MBr). A Trumpeter Swan at Minkler L., Skagit 16 May (GB) was a month tardy; Trumpeters typically depart by mid-Apr. Three at Hatfield L, Deschutes 18 May+ (H. Horvath) were even more surprising.
	A concentration of 267 Eurasian Wigeons near Samish I., Skagit 3 Mar (RM) was just shy of the Regional record; 300 were there in Feb 2008. One lingering into Jun at P.S.B. was unusually late (SM). Following last spring's record showing, 23 Eurasians in e. Washington Mar-13 May marked a return to normal; aside from the Klamath Basin, this species continues to be far less expected on Oregon's eastside, where just 6 were noted this season. Three Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon hybrids were in e. Washington, where this cross was first noted only about five years ago. Additional dabblers of mixed parentage included a Mallard x Northern Pintail at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 20 Mar (MBa) and single Cinnamon Teal x Blue-winged Teal at P.S.B. 9 May (ph. SM) and Crab L., Grant 30 May (SM, RM, TC); these crosses are now detected annually or nearly so in the Region. Increasing observer effort has revealed that Eurasian Teal occur annually e. of the Cascades, where this taxon was virtually unknown a decade ago; this season's 4 included 3 in Washington 4 Mar-13 May and Crook's 2nd at Houston L. 24 Mar (CG). On the westside, Eurasian numbers were subpar, with just six reports 1 Mar-24 Apr. Four Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal intergrades, all in w. Washington, included one slightly late at P.S.B. 9 May (SM). Six Tufted 
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Although waterfowl hybridize somewhat frequently, intergenetic crosses like this apparent Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser hybrid found at Kitsap Lake, Kitsap County, Washington 5 April 2010 are extremely rare. Photograph by Ryan Merrill.

Ducks was 150% of the seasonal norm and included returning males at F.R.R. (5th year) 27 Mar-3 Apr (D. Schrouder) and Portland (2nd year) 13 Mar-11 Apr (A. Clausing), plus e. Washington's latest ever at Sprague L., Adams 4 May (M. Cummins). Present since Jul 2009, the female King Eider continued at O.S. through the period (m.ob.). Despite being annual e. of the Cascades in fall, 2 Surf Scoters at Osoyoos L., Okanogan 21 May (AS, ES) were the first spring birds on the eastside since 2003. Now detected annually in the Region, this season's Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrid graced Bainbridge I., Kitsap 5 Apr (BW). A far less expected Hooded Merganser x Common Goldeneye consorted with Common Goldeneyes at Kitsap L., Kitsap 11 Mar (ph. RM, vt. BW); a male at Bass L., Wahkiakum on 6 Nov 2006 is the Region's only prior record of this intergenetic hybrid.
	Rare during spring in e. Washington, 3 Pacific Loons were noted 17 Apr-26 May, the latter being about a month late. Northbound movements of Pacifics along the Oregon coast peaked in early May, with 18,000 counted during a 4.5-hour seawatch at Boiler Bay 8 May (PP). Three Yellow-billed Loons in w. Washington 5 Mar-3 Apr was near normal, while another at Rocky Reach Dam, Chelan 18 Apr (B. Meilleur) was about the 10th for e. Washington. Though Red-necked Grebes breed at Klamath L., northbound migrants are rare elsewhere e. of the Cascades; thus singles at Haystack Res., Jefferson 24 May (K. Owen) and Krumbo Res., Harney 29 May (A&CH) were noteworthy. A subpar 4 Clark's Grebes were noted from w. Washington this spring. 
	A Short-tailed Albatross off Douglas 5 May (ph. M. Bancroft) furnishes about the 10th modern record for Oregon. The only Laysan Albatrosses were in Oregon waters, with 2 off Newport 6 Mar (GGi) and another off Douglas 4 May (fide HN). On 3 May, strong winds along the Oregon coast pushed many tubenoses near shore, including up to 6 Black-footed Albatrosses seen from Lincoln overlooks (PP). Fifty-five Murphy's Petrels (46 in Oregon, 9 in Washington) were seen from the MS Amsterdam 1 May (†RM), and 6 more were observed from another cruise ship in Oregon waters 12 May (JG, OS); Murphy's have proven annual during spring in the Region's waters, with most found at least 75 km offshore. Two Mottled Petrels were off Westport 1 May (K. Aanerud); though expected far offshore, this species rarely wanders into the nearshore waters visited by conventional pelagic trips. Pink-footed Shearwaters were also blown inshore, with 14 seen from land in Lincoln 3 May (PP). Additionally, a near-record 15,000 Sooty Shearwaters were counted from Boiler Bay 3 May (PP); 16,710 off Grays Harbor 15 Apr 1972 is the highest published spring count from the Region. Two-thirds of this season's 9 Manx Shearwaters (18 Apr-17 May) were seen from land in Lincoln 3 May (PP); 51 spring Manx have been reported since 2003. At least one Ashy Storm-Petrel seen off Grays Harbor, WA May 1 (†RM) would be Washington's 3rd, pending review; large numbers (350+) of Leach's Storm-Petrel were seen that day for comparison.

PELICANS THROUGH CRANES
Aside from 21 at Vancouver 17 May (fide HN), no American White Pelicans were reported in w. Washington during spring; since 2003, they have been near annual in the P.T. and along that state's outer coast. In w. Oregon, the high count was 40 at F.R.R. 8 May (JS), while one at North Bend, Coos 6-7 May (RN) furnished a rare coastal report. A Brown Pelican in the Strait of Juan de Fuca at Port Angeles, Clallam 10 Mar (P. Myers) was likely a stray from the wintering coastal birds; 60 were still at Newport 5 Mar (D. Jaques). Brown Pelicans also entered the P.T. early, with one at Alki Pt., King 11 Apr (G. Smith) and 2 at P.N.P. 5 May (VN); the first usually appear in Jul. Northbound migrations of Brandt's Cormorants go unnoticed or unreported most years; thus a flight of 1,200 at Boiler Bay 21 Apr (PP) is significant. A Cattle Egret at Portland 15 Mar (fide HN) and 2 e. of Burns, Harney 21 May (R. Armstrong) provided rare spring reports for the Region, where just 11 (6 in 2002) had been recorded Mar—May over the previous decade. In the wake of last spring's record wanderings, it was perhaps surprising that stray White-faced Ibis reports were limited to singles at Hatfield L., Deschutes 12 Apr (J. Moodie) and Houston L., Crook 15 Apr (CG); none reached e. Washington or the westside, where they have turned up nearly annually in recent springs.
	Presumably the same White-tailed Kite accounted for sightings in semi-urban Milwaukie, Clackamas 27 Mar (N. Suydam) and nearby se. Portland 31 Mar (HN); this species is rare in areas of dense human habitation and not often found in the n. third of the Willamette Valley. Bald Eagles are rapidly expanding as a breeding species in e. Washington. This season, new nest sites were discovered near Vantage (BW, TA) and at Crab L. (SM, RM, TC). The lone Northern Goshawk reported from the westside passed over Portland's Mt. Tabor Park 4 Apr (A&CH). Swainson's Hawks were exceptionally rare on the westside prior to the late 1990s but have become annual there since 2003. This spring, single migrants were noted from Eugene 15 Apr (D. DeWitt), near Gamble Bay, Kitsap 8 May (BW, m.ob.), and Sequim, Clallam 17 May (ph. RM). A Harlan's Hawk near Vantage 1 May was Washington's latest spring record for this taxon (T. Clark, SM). A Golden Eagle over Hillsboro, Washington was rare for spring in the n. WV, where most reports come Oct—Feb. A northbound Gyrfalcon stopped at Florence, Lane 14 Mar (DFr); though nearly annual in occurrence in w. Oregon during winter, they are rarely found there after 1 Mar. Prairie Falcons are not annual spring transients in w. Washington, so one at Mossyrock, Lewis 10 Apr (MM) was surprising. A single Sandhill Crane was along the lower Salmon R., 
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Lincoln 8 May U. Doyle et al.) and unexpected for the outer coast.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Four Black-bellied Plovers (17 Apr-27 May) graced e. Washington, where they are relatively rare in spring; there were no large flocks noted from the Klamath Basin, where 500+ are recorded in some years. An American Golden-Plover at n. Willapa Bay, Pacific 12 May represents a typical spring for w. Washington (JB). A spring-record 12 Pacific Golden-Plovers (about triple the norm) were all on the westside 25 Apr-20 May; 9 Pacifies (2005) was the previous seasonal high. A Snowy Plover at the mouth of Hood R. 17 May (†SJ) was a Hood River first and apparently the first ever in the Columbia Gorge. Another Snowy at the W.W.R.D. 29-31 May (ph. SM, RM, TC) was just the 6th for e. Washington; prior e. Washington records have all come 27 Apr-28 May. Rare, but now annual in w. Washington, 3 Black-necked Stilts visited Ridgefield 28-30 Apr (R. Windemuth); prior to 2000, this species was considered a mega-rarity in w. Washington. Another out-of-place stilt visited Portland's Oaks Bottom 27 Apr (A&CH). Three west-side American Avocets were all in the WV—a single at F.R.R. 18-20 Apr (DI, SF, JS) and 2 at the Diamond Hill Rd. wetlands, Linn 9 May (M. Nikas). Fully half of the season's 36 Solitary Sandpipers 10 Apr-16 May were in w. Oregon; though this is a typical spring tally for the Region, the eastside showing was quite poor, with just seven reports (all from Washington). On the eastside, single Willets at Hatfield L., Deschutes (H. Horvath) and Field L., Okanogan 15 May (K. Kemper) were in areas where barely annual. Similarly, a Willet at Florence, Lane 14 May (DFr) was along a section of the Oregon coast where less than annual. Three Whimbrels in e. Washington made a high number, singles at the WW.R.D., Walla Walla 8 May (ph. M&MLD), at Reardon Ponds, Lincoln 17 May (J. Isacoff), and the W.W.R.D., Walla Walla 25 May (M&MLD). There were just 12 prior spring records for e. Washington. As has become the seasonal norm, 3 Long-billed Curlews visited inland westside locales; one at Crockett L., Island 25 Apr (J. Bird, M. Blanton) was a rare stray to the PT., while singles at F.R.R. 12 May (S. Clawson) and Baskett Slough 18 May (D. Faxon) were in the WV, where now annual in spring. Marbled Godwits are also rare inland on the westside, so singles at Blaine, Whatcom 25 Apr-10 May (W. Weber) and Discovery Park, King 17 May (J. Alexander) were noteworthy. On the eastside, where rare-but-annual northbound migrants, single Marbleds visited W.W.R.D., Walla Walla 13-16 May (M&MLD) and Scootenay L., Adams 16 May (MBa), and another 2 were at S.L.W.M.A. 23 May (P Otley). A swarm of 350 storm-grounded Marbleds in the Floras Cr., Curry pasturelands 26 Apr (TR) was an all-time high count for Oregon, where flocks rarely number more than 50 birds; 250 Marbleds were at Bandon 27 Apr 1988.
	Two Ruddy Turnstones graced e. Washington, where they are rare at any season and particularly so in spring: one was at Swallows Park, Asotin 14 May (KCr), and another inhabited Dodd Rd., Walla Walla 15-16 May (K. Black, M&MLD). Two Black Turnstones ventured inland to Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 2 May (L. Norgren, ph. GG); these furnish the 15th and 16th inland birds (nearly all from w. Oregon) for the Region, where previous spring records have fallen 25 Apr-14 May. This season's flight of Red Knots was without recent precedent. An extraordinary congregation of 5,665 Red Knots at Grass Creek, Grays Harbor 8 May was just shy of the Washington record 6,000 tallied in 1981 (JB), and on the same day 12 at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 8 May were in the PT., where not annual during spring (K. Tran). Though paltry by Washington standards, 252 Knots at S.J.C.R. 20 May (MP) nearly doubles the previous Oregon record; 143 were Tillamook Bay 10 May 1976. On 3 May, another 66 knots flew past Boiler Bay (PP), and 30 more were at Bandon (KCs). A Red Knot at Dodd Rd., Walla Walla 15 May (M&MLD) was highly unexpected; there have been but 10 spring bird’s e. of the Cascades over the past decade, 6 of which were found in 2000. Though very uncommon eastside migrants in fall, northbound Sanderlings are not quite annual there, so singles at Swallows Park, Asotin (KCr) 9-12 May and W.W.R.D. 29 May (M&MLD) were unusual; 7 Sanderlings near the east/west divide at Hood River 20 May (SJ) were equally unexpected. Normal for spring, 5 Semipalmated Sandpipers were on the westside, including 3 at P.S.B. 9-15 May (SM) and rare coastal birds near South Bend, Pacific 12-16 May (TA) and Nehalem, Tillamook 16 May (RH); though widespread in the Region in fall, the bulk of spring reports come from the P.T. Three Semipalmateds together at Duley L., Okanogan 23 May (AS, ES) was remarkable for the eastside, where northbound birds are not annual; these were the first spring birds in e. Washington since 2006. A northbound Baird's Sandpiper near Kent, King 26 Apr was noteworthy (MBr, S. Pink). A single Baird's at S.L.W.M.A. 2 May (SD) constituted the only eastside report.

[image: ]
This male Blue Grosbeak turned up at Hatfield Marine Science Center in South Beach, Lincoln County, Oregon 27 May 2010 (here), and providing Oregon's eighth record of the species. Photograph by Roy Lowe
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	Pectoral Sandpipers invaded w. Washington in spring 2009 (55 tallied), but this year's reports were limited to singles at Monroe, Snohomish 9 May (P. Fahey) and at P.S.B. 15 May (SM); although w. Washington averages about 5 per spring, northbound flights of Pectorals vary considerably from year to year. Oregon's only 3 Pectorals were at Fernhill Wetlands 16 May (SS, RH). An ad. female Ruff at Baskett Slough 16 May (AC, ph. T. Gholsten, M. Schneider) marked the 6th consecutive spring that a Ruff has appeared in the Region, where historically nearly all records involved fall juvs.; all but one of the recent spring records has fallen 29 Apr-25 May. Though measly in comparison to peak spring counts along the Washington coast, the 600 Short-billed Dowitchers that passed Boiler Bay 3 May (PP) made a seasonal record for Oregon, which has no major staging estuaries. A hendersoni Short-billed Dowitcher joined a dozen caurinus at Deer Lagoon, Island 25 Apr (SM, vt. BW). This taxon has been detected in Washington three out of the past four springs and may prove to be a somewhat regular northbound migrant through the Region, where formerly considered casual. Nine Short-billeds at S.L.W.M.A. 2 May (SD) established a new spring record on the eastside; these plus another at W.W.R.D. 8 May (M&MLD) were the first northbound Short-billeds e. of the Cascades since 2007. An assemblage of 500 Long-billed Dowitchers at S.L.W.M.A. 2 May (SD) is one of the highest-ever spring counts anywhere in the Region and matches the 2nd highest Apr—May tally for the eastside; 779 Long-billeds were at S.L.W.M.A. on 1 May 1987. After back-to-back springs marked by five-digit tallies of Red-necked Phalaropes from Boiler Bay, this season was bereft of major inshore flights; 4,000 passing Lincoln 3 May (PP) was the high count. Far offshore, Red Phalarope numbers were excellent-1,700+ on two days reported from the Amsterdam—while shore-based trips found only 10 total. A male Red at New R., Coos 23 May (KC, DL) furnished the only onshore detection.
	South Polar Skuas are rare in the Region's waters before Jul; thus an ad. off Westport 22 May was noteworthy. Conversely, 3 Pomarine Jaegers off Oregon 1 May (RM) were the only sightings during a season when they are typically common migrants. A Parasitic Jaeger at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 30 May was in the PT., where very rare during spring (B. Boekelheide). Long-tailed Jaegers, usually scarce in spring, also defied the conventional wisdom. On 1 May, 19 were seen from the Amsterdam (RM), and 9 more were off Newport (GG); these, plus 2 out of Westport 22 May (BT), made for an exceptional showing. The only westside Franklin's Gull flew past Boiler Bay 3 May (PP). Franklin's invaded e. Washington, with no fewer than 34 detected 16-29 May; flocks of 15 at Vantage, Kittitas 26 May (TA, BW et al.) and 12 at W.WR.D. 27 May (M&MLD) augmented a tally that was sixfold the seasonal norm for that subregion. A single Mew Gull at Ringold, Franklin 15 Mar (K. Knittle, T. Mansfield) provided, surprisingly, the only e. Washington report. A Herring Gull still at the W.W.R.D., Walla Walla 29 May was about three weeks tardy (SM, RM, TC). After a three-year run that produced a seasonal average of 32 Glaucous Gulls, order was restored, with just 7 reported 15 Mar+; prior to the recent spike, the Region averaged about 8-10 per spring. In most years, 1-2 birds linger well into May and sometimes Jun; this season, one was still at Lincoln City 18 May (RH), and another remained through the period at Westport (m.ob.). Observers aboard the Amsterdam tallied 322 Sabine's Gulls 1-2 May (RM), and others aboard the Star Princess had 214 more in Oregon waters 12 May (JG, OS); these numbers dwarfed those found during shore-based trips, which produced a total of just 56 birds. An astounding 50 Common Terns at O.S. 11 Apr were record-early for Washington (BS); northbound migrants generally arrive in early May. The entirety of this season's Arctic Tern reports (13 birds) came from the Amsterdam. A Forster's Tern at Fernhill Wetland 14 May (D. Manzer) was the only westside detection.
	Nine Ancient Murrelets tallied at three locations off Clallam 12-17 May (RM), plus another ad. off Newport 16 May (T. Shelmerdine), adds to recent evidence that suggests this species may be breeding in the Region. On 23 Apr, a well-described Parakeet Auklet was at Boiler Bay (†PP); live birds are almost never seen from land in the Region, but in recent years' enhanced coverage has proven that they inhabit the Region's offshore waters (60 km+) Nov—May. This season, 24 Parakeets were encountered off Oregon during May (JG, RM), and another was off Washington 1 May (RM). On 15 May, the season's lone inshore Horned Puffin was at Boiler Bay, where the species is seen almost annually in spring (W. Hoffman).
	A group of 225 Band-tailed Pigeons gathered along a roadside near Grande Ronde, Yamhill 14 May (CK, PS) was surprising during a season when this species should be paired off and attending to nesting duties. A Band-tailed well to the e. of normal haunts visited Fields 23, May (RH); this species has been near annual in se. Oregon of late, and reports are on the increase elsewhere in the e. reaches of the Region. Washington's 9th White-winged Dove graced Tokeland, Pacific 31 May (ph. A. Grad); all records have been May—Nov. A Burrowing Owl enlivened Renton, King 16-22 Mar, providing w. Washington's 8th record (and 6th for spring) during the past 30 years (P. Webster, m.ob.). 	Multiple large flocks of northbound Black Swifts passed along the Oregon coast 25-27 May; 75 at N.S.C.B. 26 May (TR), 50 at Florence 26 May (DFr), and 66 at New R., Coos 28 May (TR) were the high counts. An incredible 12,075 Vaux's Swifts roosted at Monroe, Snohomish 30 May, providing the highest spring count of the year for North America (fide L. Schwitters); Washington only other higher count was of 15,560 roosting at the same location in Sep 2008. Single Black-chinned Hummingbirds wandered w. of the Cascades in both states, with one at Glide, Douglas 8 May (R. Maertz) and another at Underwood, Skamania 14 May (RK); this species is very rare in w. Washington, with most records coming from e. Skamania. A male Anna's Hummingbird x Rufous Hummingbird inhabited Marymoor Park, King 21 Mar-22 Apr, providing the first definitive record for this cross in Washington (ph. M. Hamilton, mob.); this is at least the 3rd such bird in the Region, where this cross was first documented in 2008. All 3 of the season's Costa's Hummingbirds were in Oregon, with 2 in Bend, where annual, 17-21 Apr (L. Rems, D. Tracy) and a less-expected westside bird at McMinnville, Yamhill 12 May (CK). On the westside, where Calliope Hummingbirds are no longer a spring novelty, 28 birds detected 16 Apr-27 May was subpar by recent standards; interestingly, all but 2 of 23 in Oregon birds appeared before 9 May, while all 5 in Washington came 6-12 May. The Region had averaged about 40 westside birds per spring over the previous three years. Our editors continue to receive reports of female-type Broad-tailed Hummingbirds accompanied by minimal, if any, documentation. To date, there has been scant evidence to support the notion that this species occurs regularly in the Region, thus given the potential for confusion with female / immature Rufous Hummingbirds, we remain reluctant to publish such reports. A Rufous Hummingbird at Vantage 28 May was a month late for an apparent migrant (SM, TC).
	Six Lewis's Woodpeckers in w. Oregon 16 Mar-18 Apr were likely holdovers from the late fall/winter incursion, while one that graced Ridgefield 13 May (fide CW) was in w. Washington, where not annual in spring. Acorn Woodpeckers once again wandered far from traditional haunts. One at Mt. Bolivar in e. Coos 25 Apr (TR) was the first in that country in 20 years, while another at Olympia 16
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SA On 22 May, unseasonably cold, snowy weather in the Harney Basin produced a Gray Flycatcher fallout of epic proportions in and around Malheur N.W.R. Some observers estimated that they saw as many as 500 Grays on this day; others indicated that no matter where they traveled or what habitat they were in, Gray flycatchers carpeted the landscape. In addition to expected perches like Big Sagebrush (Artemesia tridentata) and fence lines, many of these half-frozen waifs were out in the marshes (sometimes on floating vegetation), in willows, and on roadways where some did not have enough energy to avoid their demise. Nearly every Empidonax flycatcher seen on this day was a Gray, with only a handful of Dusky, Hammond's, and Pacific-slope/Cordilleran Flycatchers noted among this grounded swarm (RH et al).

May (fide CW) was just the 6th for w. Washington. Additional singles at West Linn, Clackamas 16 Mar (M. Reese, J. Allen) and Sauvie I. 29 May (D. Mandell) were merely short-distance strays. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker that wintered E.E.W. was last seen 4 Mar, and another visited Gresham, Multnomah 17 Mar (fide HN). Single Red-naped Sapsuckers reported from two Portland area locales 10 & 18 Mar came with no details, leaving cause to wonder if they were Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrids, which are often identified as Red-napeds on the westside. A Red-breasted Sapsucker at Bennington L., Walla Walla 23 May (fide M&MLD) was remarkably late and far e. of the Cascades, where exceptionally rare.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRASHERS
An Olive-sided Flycatcher at Portland's Mt. Tabor 17 Apr (S. Carpenter) was a full two weeks ahead of schedule, as this species typically arrives about 1 May. A Least Flycatcher at Battle Ground, Clark 31 May (J. Danzen-baker) was just the 5th in spring for w. Washington, while 5 in e. Washington 1-30 May constituted a typical spring there; note that the 1 May bird at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant (SM, TC) was that state's 2nd earliest ever. A Willow Flycatcher at Sentinel Bluffs 1 May was three weeks early (SM, TC); about every other year, a Willow Flycatcher is found and well documented in Washington several weeks ahead of the main influx.
	Seven Gray Flycatchers in the w. Oregon lowlands 28 Apr-18 May was about triple the seasonal norm. Dusky Flycatchers are very rare in w. Washington lowlands, so one at Spanaway Marsh, Pierce 8-17 May was noteworthy (CW, RM, BL). Six Duskies at Dorris Ranch Park near Springfield, Lane 5 May (L. McQueen et al.) highlighted 20+ reports from the WV, where this species is proving to be a very uncommon lowland migrant. Washington's 14th Black Phoebe was a one-day wonder at Mercer I., King 26 Mar (J. Conforti, ph. RM); this species has been increasing its range northward, though most records are from sw. Washington. One at Burns 10 Apr (H. Horvath) adds to about five prior records for Harney. A wintering Eastern Phoebe that persisted at Cape Blanco until 25 May (T. J. Wahl) and another photographed near Hampton, Deschutes 31 May (B. Wong) were the first spring birds in the Region since 2006; these are Oregon's 13th and 14th records, more than half of which have come during May/Jun. About average for the past five years, 9 Say's Phoebes were noted in w. Washington 4 Mar-4 Apr; prior to 2005, 5 was considered a banner spring for this species. Just 3 Say’s were noted from w. Oregon, which averages about 10 per spring. Four Ash-throated Flycatchers in w. Oregon 25 May+ was a normal spring showing. Fair numbers of Western Kingbirds moved through w. Washington this spring, highlighted by a maximum of 10 at P.N.P. 8 May (BW), and single coastal birds, where not annual, at Wa’atch R., Clallam 12 May (RM) and O.S. 20 May (J. Reynolds, B. Uher-Koch). Singles at North Bend, Coos (JM) and Thornton Creek, Lincoln (DFx) 18 Apr were record early for both counties; though inland birds are expected by this date, northbound birds are rare w. of the Coast Range before early May. Both westside Loggerhead Shrikes were in Oregon and later than normal: at Sandlake, Tillamook 2 May (W. Gross) and s. of Brownsville, Linn 8-9 May (M. Nikas); most of the westside's spring birds appear in Mar.
	A Hutton's Vireo enlivened Hardy Canyon, Yakima 17 May (RK); there are fewer than 10 e. Washington records away from Klickitat. A Red-eyed Vireo near Bonneville Dam, Multnomah 15 May was about two weeks ahead of the normal arrival date for w. Oregon (R. Luft). The lone Blue Jay of the season was, surprisingly, in Oregon's Coast Range at Siletz, Lincoln 19 May (J. Kaczmarek). Continuing this winter's trend of lowland wandering Clark's Nutcrackers, one visited Port Angeles 8 Apr (J. Mullaly). In w. Washington, single Black-billed Magpies near Hunts Point, King 6 Apr (T. Klein-Lebbink) and near Castle Rock, Cowlitz 22 May (O. Oliver, G. Oliver) were presumed holdovers from this winter's mini-irruption w. of the Cascades. Five Bushtits of the plumbeus subspecies were at Potholes S.P. 31 Mar (M&MLD), not far from where this isolated population was first discovered about a decade ago. It is hard to know how numerous plumbeus are in this area, as much of the habitat is inaccessible. Two Rock Wrens strayed to the westside, where not quite annual in spring; one inhabited Portland's Mt. Tabor Park 17 May+ 0. Williamson, m.ob), and another was at Port Orford, Curry 22 May (K. Anderrson). Aside from Skamania, where somewhat regular, Canyon Wrens are rare elsewhere on the westside; thus 2 such birds in season is exceptional: one visited Mt. Si, King 23 Mar (L. Boyle), and another was singing at Oakridge, Lane 23 Apr (C. Ferland). A House Wren s. of Ashland, Jackson 21 Mar (JG, OS) was about three weeks early. Sixty-four Marsh Wrens at P.S.B. 18 Apr (SM) is the 2nd highest count ever for w. Washington. An American Dipper was at Palouse Falls S.P., Franklin 25 Apr (Michael Woodruff); finding this species anywhere in the shrub-steppe zone of e. Washington is cause for celebration. A nest-building pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers s. of The Dalles, Wasco 23 May (M. Monroe) marked a northward extension of the ongoing range expansion on Oregon's eastside; since 2003, this species has been reported annually as far n. as Crook.
	For the 4th consecutive spring, the w. Washington lowlands were invaded by Mountain Bluebirds; 27 detected 5 Mar-8 May was four to five times the long-tern seasonal average; the highest count was 10 at Cockerham I., Skagit (GB). Oregon had just 8, though 6 were together at Troutdale, Multnomah 10 Apr (fide HN). Townsend's Solitaires are at best an uncommon spring migrant w. of the Cascades in both states, but the gathering of 14 at P.N.P. 22 Apr (RM, BW, TA, VN) was unprecedented. A Veery found on Sauvie I. 29 Mar (DM, ph. A. Frank) may well be the first spring record for w. Oregon; 3 were back at their only known westside breeding location, Newhalem Ponds, Whatcom by 31 May (P. Wegener). A pair of Wrentits near Troutdale 14 Mar+ (DM, m.ob.) was a surprising first for Multnomah, as there are no confirmed reports from neighboring counties. All but one of 6 Northern Mockingbirds was on the east-side; one at Gifford, Stevens 29 May (T. Durnell) was well n. of where they are usually reported in e. Washington. The lone westside mockingbird was at North Bend, Coos 21 Apr (JM). Single Sage Thrashers at Brownsville 19 May (T. Snetsinger) and N.S.C.B. 26 May (TR) were the only westside detections.


WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
A Tennessee Warbler at Eugene 27 May (D. Gleason) was rare in spring for w. Oregon; northbound birds are annual in se. Oregon. Another Tennessee at Wanapum S.P., Kittitas 28 May (†SM, TC), was about the 22nd for Washington and the only “eastern” warbler
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reported all season from that state's eastside. The later pulses (26 Apr+) of Orange‑crowned Warblers at Eugene's Skinner Butte once again included several apparent celata; the Regional status of this subspecies remains murky, though it is presumed to be a low-density spring and fall migrant. A fallout of 200 Yellow Warblers enlivened Cascade Head, Tillamook 27 May (PP). This season's Chestnut-sided Warbler was along Denio Cr. s. of Fields 30 May (SK et al.). A Region-wide push of Yellow-rumped Warblers was noted 18-21 Apr. Highlighting this flight were the 5,500 that flooded past P.N.P. 20 Apr (VN); this count surpasses the previous Washington record of 5,000, which passed this location in Apr 2005. A Palm Warbler at Tillamook 1 May (WG) made the lone report of the season. A female Blackpoll Warbler was at Malheur 30 May (AC); traditionally a fall vagrant in the Region, this species has now been detected on the eastside in four successive springs. For the 2nd consecutive spring, a Black-and-white Warbler was graced w. Washington, with one at Ridgefield 30 Apr (†T. Hicks); Washington averages about one per year, with records widely scattered throughout the seasons. Three in Oregon included an early westside bird at Portland 24 Apr (fide GG) and 2 at Harney oases, where annual in spring, 27-30 May (AC). Hooded Warbler, formerly extremely rare in the Region at any season, has proven annual in spring in recent years; surprisingly, none of this season's 3 (recorded 20 May-1 Jun) was at a classic vagrant trap. A Yellow-breasted Chat at Ridgefield 8 May was a day off from being record early for w. Washington (BF). Three more reports 15 May+ indicate this species' continuing comeback in w. Washington. Another chat strayed to Cascade Head 29 May (PP); this species breeds along coastal slope only as far n. as cen. Coos and is rare coastally farther north.
	A Clay-colored Sparrow at Oroville, Okanogan 24 May (AS, ES) furnished the lone report from e. Washington. Single Brewer's Sparrows, very rare in w. Washington, were near Carnation, King 23 Apr (S. Cormier-Aagaard) and at Newhalem, Whatcom 7-9 May Wilkerson). On the westside, Vesper Sparrows are rare away from breeding locations, so singles at Seattle 21 Apr (TA), on San Juan I., Island 25 Apr (MBa, MM), and Browns-mead, Clatsop 23 May (MP) were noteworthy. This season's extralimital Lark Sparrows were both in Oregon: one was at Seaside 10 Apr (S. Warner), the other at Ankeny 23 May (R. Gerig). A Sage Sparrow at Newport 11 Mar Philo) was the first spring bird on the westside since 2007. A male Lark Bunting at N.S.C.B. 22 May (TR, H. Rodenkirk) was the Region's first in spring since 2002. A Grasshopper Sparrow, w. Washington's 7th (2nd for spring), visited Fort Lewis, Thurston 23 May (R. Shaw). Single altivagans Fox Sparrows were identified at Juanita Park, King 16 Apr (RM) and Davenport, Lincoln 20 Apr (RM); this taxon, which might be mistaken for a Red Fox Sparrow (iliaca/zaboria), is a low-density migrant in our Region, with most detections occurring Mar—Apr. Harris's Sparrows once again showed poorly, with 2 wintering birds at McNary Dam 22 Mar (SF, DI) representing the only report; the Region averages about 5 per spring. A Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid at a Eugene feeder 21 Mar (ph. AC) adds to a growing list of sightings for this cross, which is now detected annually in the Region. A Lapland Longspur at Semiahmoo, Whatcom 16 Apr was a rare northbound migrant for the P.T. (fide CW).
	A molting first-year male Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Bonney L., Pierce 26 Mar-10 Apr (V. Blitz, mob.) was nearly two months ahead of the expected window for vagrants and was presumed to have wintered locally. Twelve more Rose-breasted were recorded 20-30 May, with all but one in Oregon; 10 per spring is the Regional average. A cooperative male Blue Grosbeak at the Hatfield Marine Science Center, in South Beach, Lincoln 27 May+ (ph. R. Lowe, m.ob.) was Oregon's 7th. A Lazuli Bunting at L. Quinault, Grays Harbor 27-28 Apr (fide BS) was very rare for Washington's outer coast. Single male Indigo Buntings brightened Bandon, Coos 25 May (ph. M. Welsch) and Denio Canyon, Harney 30 May (SK et al.); this species occurs nearly annually in spring in se. Oregon. A Rusty Blackbird near Monroe, Snohomish 22 Mar-15 Apr was only the 5th spring record for w. Washington; most Rusties are found mid-Oct—late Jan. Washington's 16th Common Grackle visited Burien, King 25 Apr (†J. Kaufman); most of Washington's records have been Mar Jul, and this was only w. Washington's 5th. Single Commons at Fields 21 May (M) and Frenchglen 24 May (G. Grier) were in Harney, where nearly annual in May. Two Great-tailed Grackles inhabited Burns Junction, Mathew' 15 May+ (K. & L. Cottrell), and another visited Tualatin River N.W.R. 29 May (E. Knight). An extraordinary count for spring in w. Washington, 210 Brown-headed Cowbirds passed over M.P. 7 May (BW, RM, VN). Though nearly annual in spring on the west-side, 3 Hooded Orioles in e. Oregon during a season is utterly without precedent; singles graced Malheur 5 May (M. J. Gibson), Lakeview, Lake 27 May (K. Spencer), and Fields 29 May (D. VanderPluym, AC). Wintering Hoodeds at Gaston, Washington and Port Orford, Curry were present into Mar, after successive springs with no reports, single male Baltimore Orioles at Hines, Harney 22 May (L. Hammond) and Neskowin, Tillamook 29 May (WG, J. Hurt) marked a return to the seasonal norm. A first-year female Bullock's Oriole that wintered at Coos Bay was last seen 6 Apr (L. Haun), while another at Grants Pass, Josephine 11 Apr (DV) was nearly two weeks early for sw. Oregon. A gathering of 40 Cassin's Finches at Crystal Mt., Pierce 15 Apr (BW) constituted an extraordinary count for w. Washington. Lesser Goldfinches have reestablished themselves in Clark in w. Washington, as evidenced by 9 noted 1 Mar-17 May; none were detected n. of Clark this spring. Virtually unrecorded in e. Washington away from Klickitat a decade ago, Lessers continue to be found at far-flung locations, with singles at Washtucna, Adams 9 May (R. Hill) and Bennington L., Walla Walla 24 May (M&MLD). Three Evening Grosbeaks at Sun Lakes, Grant 30 May provided a rare Columbia Basin record (SM, RM, T. Clark).

Corrigendum: We incorrectly stated in our Spring 2009 report that a Whimbrel at Sydney L., Okanagon was just the 4th spring record for e. Washington, when in fact it was the 12th.

Initialed observers: Gary Bletsch, Matt Bartels, Mary Breece, Joe Buchanan, Keith Carlson, Kathy Castelein, Tracy Clark, Alan Contreras, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Steve Dougill, Daniel Farrar, Darrel Faxon, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson (Washington, the bird guide pelagics), Adrian & Christopher Hinkle, Rich Hoyer, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Carol Karlen, Russ Koppendrayer, Steve Kornfeld, Bruce Labar, Dave Lauten, Maitreya, David Mandell, M. Mathis, Ryan Merrill, Joe Metzler, Steven Mlodinow, Russ Namitz, Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Stefan Schlick, Owen Schmidt, Bill Shelmerdine, Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, John Sullivan Paul Sullivan, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Charlie Wright (eBird).


The Nesting Season, 2010

Oregon/Washington Region
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Wet and cool conditions characterized the start of the season, delaying the onset of breeding activities for many species and likely explaining the late northbound passage of others. A weather station at North Bend, Coos received two-and-a-half times the normal June rainfall total in the first ten days of that month. In eastern Washington, precipitation was 3.5 cm above normal, and temperatures averaged nearly 3° C below the long-term norm during the first month of the period. Out-of-season flocks (presumed late spring migrants) of several species were generally thought to be connected to unsettled weather.
	Species whose traditional breeding ranges were once constrained to the eastside continued to prospect and further colonize the west-side, including one that established its first nesting colony west of the Cascades. Two previously unknown/undocumented hybrid combinations were photographed, highlighting the rich assortment of hybrids reported in the Region during the season. Vagrants showed well, particularly in favored Harney County, Oregon. July was highlighted by excellent flights of southbound adult shorebirds, some of which go all but undetected in most years.

Abbreviations: Finley (William L. Finley N.W.R., Benton), F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), Malheur (Malheur N.W.R. Harney), N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos), O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor), P.N.P (Point No Point, Kitsap), P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish), P.T. (Puget Trough), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.WR., Clark), S.L.W.M.A. (Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla), W.V. (Willamette Valley). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Three Ross's Geese persisted at Burns through at least 7 Jul (DVP, LH); Ross's, often injured birds, occasionally summer in the Harney Basin. Though a few Brant summer in the Region in most years, 78 in Washington and no fewer than 69 in Oregon 13 Jun-23 Jul were exceptional; 45 at Dungeness, Clallam 18 Jun (M. Crawford) was a record summer flock for Washington, while three groups of 20+ were along the Oregon coast during the period. A flock of 70 Cackling Geese (subspecies undetermined), seen flying southward past the Tenmile Cr. mouth, Coos 23 Jun (DF), was particularly confounding, as there are only about 10 prior summer records for this species in the Region; northbound migrants typically depart by mid-May, and returnees rarely appear before Sep. A pair of Trumpeter Swans that included a long-time resident male—"Solo"—bred for the 2nd consecutive year at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, producing 5 cygnets by 21 Jul (T. O'Brien); these are the first breeding records in e. Washington in nearly two decades.
	Gadwall now appears to be the most abundant nesting duck at N.S.C.B., where the species first bred in 2006; over 200 young were counted there by period's end (TR). The season's lone Eurasian Wigeon was at Vantage, Kittitas 9 Jun (TA); in recent summers, Eurasians have been near annual in e. Washington. An American Wigeon at N.S.C.B. 21 Jul (TR) was at site where the species is virtually unknown mid-Jun—mid-Aug. Green-winged Teal seemed unusually numerous in w. Washington this summer, with a high count of 125 at P.S.B. 26 Jun (SM, BW); rare breeders on the westside, one brood of Green-wingeds was in Everett and three more at Deer Lagoon, Island in Jul (SM, TC). Though annual during other seasons, a male Tufted Duck at P.S.B. 24-27 Jun was a seasonal first for the Region (ph. TA). Two Greater Scaup at Burns, Harney 7 Jul (DVP, LH) were on the eastside, where barely annual during summer. Lesser Scaup, a scarce westside breeder, produced four broods at Deer Lagoon and one brood at P.S.B. 25 Jul (SM, TC). Now present for over a year at O.S., the King Eider (Washington's 20th) remained throughout the period (m.ob.). Single Harlequin Ducks at Waterville, Douglas 12 Jun (B. Benson) and Liberty L., Spokane 14 Jun (G. Volyn) were presumed transients, as they were far from known breeding sites. A female along the South Fork Coquille R. near Powers during the first week of Jul (J. Lowe) was in the same area where the first Coos nesting record was documented in 2008. Eighteen Buffleheads summered but did not breed at Malheur
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Sabine's Gulls are rare anywhere in the Pacific Northwest during the summer season, and exceedingly so inland, so a flock of 135 birds (most of which can be seen in this image) over the inland marine waters of Port Susan Bay, Snohomish County, Washington 3 June 2010 was astonishing. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow.

(DVP, LH); this species is a scarce breeder in Oregon. Five Common Goldeneyes detected on the eastside, 17 Jun-3 Jul, continues a recent trend of rare-but-annual summer reports there; one at Lakeview, Lake 17 Jun (A. Kniedel) and 3 more at S.L.W.MA. 19 Jun (DI, SF) were all first-summer males, while the age and sex of the other, at W.W.R.D. 3 Jul (K. Black), was unreported.
	The Pacific Loon that lingered at Wanapum Dam, Kittitas through at least 4 Jun (BW) was rare for the eastside in summer. An Eared Grebe, not annual on the westside during summer, was at Green L., King 23-24 Jun (R. Fleming). A Clark's Grebe off West Point, King 12 Jun yielded only the 4th w. Washington summer record away from Vancouver L., Clark (TH). In the WV, where rare in summer away from the colony at F.R.R., a pair of Clark's summered and occasionally performed courtship displays at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington (S. Nord), and another was at Finley (WDR). Singles in Curry at Port Orford (KnA) and Gold Beach (H. Reinhard) 26 Jul were Oregon's only coastal reports. Nesting of Aechmophorus grebes at Malheur was generally restricted to Malheur L., as water levels were too low elsewhere (DVP, LH).
	A Manx Shearwater near Protection I., Jefferson 8 Jun was only the 4th for inland marine waters (M. Shrimpf, S. Pearson, P. Hodum). Notably, 2 additional "Manx-type" shearwaters were reported just off nearby Port Townsend, Jefferson 13 Jun (E. Elias). Confirming the first-ever westside breeding, 100+ American White Pelicans, including many young, were observed at Miller Sands along the Columbia R. e. of Astoria 14 Jul+ (A. Emlen, MP); the number of pelicans summering w. of Cascades has steadily increased at several sites over the past decade, but this locale is, perhaps, the only one with suitable nesting islands. Another 95 pelicans at nearby Gray Bay, Wahkiakum (A. Richards) made an extraordinary count for w. Washington, where this species is an erratic summer wanderer. Fifteen at O.S. 7 Jun (fide D. Moore) and 2 more at Pacific, Pacific 4 Jul (G. Oliver) strayed to Washington's outer coast, where rare but annual of late. As has become the norm, Black-crowned Night-Herons appeared at F.R.R. late in the period; 2 were there 28 Jul (DSr). An apparent Glossy Ibis x White-faced Ibis hybrid that paired with a seemingly pure White-faced was observed on a nest with chicks at Malheur 23 Jun (†DVP, †LH). As the overlap zone in the expanding ranges of these two species continues to grow, it seems likely that hybrids and backcrosses will further complicate the already difficult identification of Plegadis ibis. Approximately 9,500 pairs of ibis bred at Malheur this season; three decades ago, fewer than 500 summered on this refuge.
	A White-tailed Kite over Lake Forest Park, King 24 Jul was unusually far n. and especially noteworthy given this species' decline in sw. Washington over the past few years (TH). A Red-shouldered Hawk near Frenchglen, Harney 13 Jul (DVP, LH) made the only report from e. Oregon, where now annual; most eastside records come in fall, but breeding season reports have been increasing from Harney and Deschutes. Single Merlins at Big Summit Prairie, Crook 18 Jul (CG) and s. of Frenchglen 17 Jul (R. & M. Musser) were noteworthy for e. Oregon, where summer birds are not often detected. Very rare in w. Washington during summer, up to 6 Sandhill Cranes inhabited Ridgefield for most of the period (fide BF).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
The earliest southbound Pacific Golden-Plover, at Camp Rilea, Clatsop 20 Jul (MP), was also the only golden-plover reported for the season; none were found during summer in w Washington for the first time since 2005. A late northbound Semipalmated Plover was at P.S.B. 3 Jun (SM). A Black-necked Stilt at Auburn, Pierce 21-22 Jun furnished the 4th summer record for w. Washington U. Lemons). A stilt at Hatfield L. near Bend 15 Jun (L. Rems) and an American Avocet there 5 Jun (J. Moodie) were slightly wayward, as neither species nests in Deschutes; both are common breeders immediately to the s. in Klamath and Lake. Another avocet strayed w. of the Cascades to Detroit Flats, Marion 30 Jul (CK, PS); this species is rare but annual on the westside, with most reports coming Jul—Sep. The last apparent northbound Greater Yellowlegs was at P.S.B. 3 Jun (SM), while one there 12 Jun (RM), 2 there 17 Jun, and one at Wind R., Skamania 19 Jun (WC) were present between dates usually assigned to northbound and southbound migration. A Lesser Yellowlegs at P.S.B. 10 Jun was likely a late northbound migrant (SM). Twenty-six Solitary Sandpipers 9 Jul+ represents a typical summer showing. Eastern Washington's 16 included an astounding 10 at Colville, Stevens 29 Jul (J. Isacoff); this appears to be the 2nd highest one-day count there at any season. A Willet, very rare at any time in the P.T., visited Padilla Bay, Skagit 24 Jun (P. Green); all four previous summer records in the P.T. were in Jul. Willets normally arrive on the outer coast—primarily at Tokeland, Pacific—in late Jul. Uncommon in e. Washington, a single Willet graced ephemeral Atkins L., Douglas on 6 Jun (M&MLD). A Wandering Tattler at S.L.W.M.A. 6 Jun (SD) adds to about nine prior records e. of the Cascades; this is the 4th record for Lake. A Whimbrel at Atkins L. 6 Jun (BW) was rare for e. Washington, where they are not annual during northbound migration. Half of the 8 Long-billed Curlews reported along Oregon's outer coast during the season were found on remote beaches by observers monitoring Snowy Plover nesting areas; all but one from this supranormal tally appeared 5-13 Jun. Single Marbled Godwits, rare in the P.T. and rare anywhere in the Region late May—late Jun, were found at Camano I., Island 9 Jun (S. Pink) and at Smith I., Island 9 Jun (fide RM). The only eastside Marbled was at Houston L., Crook 25 Jul (PL). An astounding 185 Semipalmated Sandpipers were tallied for w. Washington 30 Jun+, nearly all in the PT.; these included maxima of 33 ads. at P.S.B. 12 Jul (SM, BW, TA) and 48 (mostly juvs.) at P.S.B. 25 Jul (SM, TC). Only 6 were along Washington's coast, whereas all but one of Oregon's 14+ westside birds was coastal. Eastside numbers were well below normal, with just 5 Semipalmateds reported from each state. Southbound ad. Baird's Sandpipers are scarce in the Region and particularly so on the westside, so one at Portland 16 Jul (AH, CH) was noteworthy. The southbound flight of ad. Pectoral Sandpipers may well have been 
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unprecedented, with no fewer than 60 reported 12 Jul+. Thirty Pectorals at P.S.B. 12 Jul (RM) established a new record high count for the season; 23 were at Stanwood, Snohomish 26 Jul 2008. A Dunlin was at Dungeness, Clallam 18 Jun (GGe), and 3 were there 28 Jun (RM): this species is now rare but annual in the P.T. during summer. Wilson's Phalaropes returned to P.S.B., and on 3 Jun, one male exhibited distraction/ aggression behavior suggestive of nesting activity; however, successful breeding did not seem to occur (SM). The maximum count at P.S.B. was of 8 on 6 Jun (TA). A late courting pair of Wilson's Phalaropes was also observed at Nisqually 23 Jun (P. Kelley). Prior to 2001, this species had not bred in w. Washington since 1975. Over the past decade, breeding or likely breeding has been noted at two or three locations.	
	Single Bonaparte's Gulls were at Squaw Flat Klamath 10 Jun (AK) and S.L.W.M.A. 19 Jun (DI, SF); first-summer birds often tarry into mid-Jun and occasionally summer in e. Oregon, particularly at the latter location, where they are nearly annual during the breeding season. Five Mew Gulls were at Neah Bay, Clallam 2 Jun (fide CW); Mews are proving to be rare but annual on the Westside during Jun. A Glaucous-winged Gull x Herring Gull hybrid at Everett 5 Jul furnished Washington's first summer record for this cross (ph. SM); given the fair number that winter in the P.T. annually, it is likely that this hybrid has been overlooked during past summers. A Glaucous Gull at Westport, Grays Harbor 1 Jun+ (mob.) and one at Sekiu, Clallam 14-15 Jun (J. Stasz, E. Boyd, B. Ringler, M. Liubavicius) furnished only the 3rd and 4th summer records for Washington. Unprecedented in number for onshore w. Washington, 135 Sabine's Gulls visited P.S.B. 3 Jun (SM), providing only the 2nd Jun record for inland marine waters. The Caspian Tern colony at Bellingham, first noted in 2002, grew to 3,020 ads. and 800 chicks on 28 Jul (fide J. Meche); this represents the largest documented colony to date for inland marine waters in w. Washington. Birds from the Dungeness colony, abandoned this summer for unknown reasons, likely joined with the Bellingham colony. For the 7th consecutive year, Arctic Terns were found at Dungeness Spit, Clallam, with a pair actively guarding a nest site 18-28 Jun (GGe, RM); it is not known whether they bred successfully. Two Forster's Terns enlivened F.R.R. 13 Jun (RR); this species is rare but annual at this site late May-early Jun. Rare at any season in the P.T., a presumed northbound migrant Black Tern stopped at L. Terrell, Whatcom 10 Jun (M. Blanton).

[image: ]
This adult male indigo Bunting at Eugene, Lane County, Oregon spent 17-24 (here 18) July 2010 singing and defending a territory in an area with several nearby pairs of Lazuli Buntings. Photograph by Dave Irons.

	A stunning 1000 Pigeon Guillemots were near a major breeding colony at Protection I., Jefferson 20 Jun (GGe, J. Acker); though such numbers are unprecedented for field observers, this tally represents only about 25% of the island's breeding population. Rare e. of Cape Flattery, Clallam, 28 Cassin's Auklets were near Ediz Hook, Clallam 31 Jul (BW). Horned Puffins are rare but annual in the Region in summer; this season's report came from Bandon 12 Jul (A. & S. Liston). A Tufted Puffin at Case Inlet, Pierce 11 Jul (D. Dilworth) was an extremely rare visitor to Puget Sound.
	Three Band-tailed Pigeons at Kettle Falls, Stevens 14 Jun (R. & T. Turner) were well to the e. of their limited range in e. Washington. A White-winged Dove inhabited Redmond, Deschutes 17 Jul+ (W & P Bowers); mega-rare until about a decade ago, more than two-thirds of the Region's 35 records have come since 2000. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo heard calling at the Sandy R. mouth 25 Jul (†G. Canterbury) was of particular interest, as it marked the 2nd consecutive summer that this locale has hosted a cuckoo; a century ago, Yellow-billeds were commonplace along the Columbia R. and Willamette R. bottomlands. A feeding flock of 300 Common Nighthawks enlivened East Knox Pond, Malheur 17 Jun (LH, DVP); northbound nighthawks typically arrive en masse in the Region during the last week of May and the first week of Jun, but given the unusually cool, wet weather during this time frame, it is likely that these birds were late migrants. A male Broad-tailed Hummingbird visited Malheur on 6 Jun (†G. Lillie); most reports of this species in Oregon involve poorly documented female-types, and so the true status of this species in the Region remains unclear.
	Prior to this summer w. Washington only had six records for Acorn Woodpecker. Incredibly, 3 were noted this period, including one at L. Cushman, Mason 7 Jun (J. Boyd, B. Boyd), one at Skamokawa Vista Park, Wahkiakum 25 Jun-4 Jul (fide KK), and another far to the n. at Guemes I., San Juan 5 Jul (J. Alferness). A "female-type" Williamson's Sapsucker at Mt. Ashland, Jackson 13 Jul (J. Tufts) was well away from this species' known breeding range in the Cascades. Though undetected during the 1995-2000 Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas project (Adamus et al. 2001), Gabriel-son and Jewett (1940) considered Williamson's to be a possible nester in the Siskiyou Mts. Essentially undetected w. of the Cascades until five years ago, 3 Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrids were detected in w. Washington lowlands 12 Jun-3 Jul; this increase in reports should be attributed to increasing observer awareness. A Hairy Woodpecker from the w. interior group (oriushnonticoia) was found paired with a coastal Hairy (harrisi) 26 Jun+ (L. Rutter); interior birds are rare but regular winter visitors to w. Washington, but there are no prior summer or breeding records. Though Picoides woodpeckers are known to hybridize, an apparent Hairy Woodpecker x White-headed Woodpecker hybrid found on Winter Ridge, Lake 19 Jun (ph., MI, †SF) would represent the first documented cross of these species. A pair of American Three-toed Woodpeckers was observed feeding chicks at Hurricane Ridge, Olympic Mts., Clallam 2 Jul (ph. RM); although this species is assumed to be a low-density resident in the Olympic Mts., this represents the first documented nesting in the Olympic Mts. since 1921 (Jewett et al. 1953. Birds of Washington State).
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FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WAXWINGS
An exceptional tally of 52 Willow Flycatchers was noted at Spencer I., Snohomish 31 Jul (SM); previous tallies of this magnitude have all come during the first half of Jun. Singing male Least Flycatchers were again found in w. Washington this summer, with singles at Marymoor Park, King 17 Jun-15 Jul (S. Cormier-Aagaard), Stillwater, King 24-29 Jun (C. Anderson), and Carnation Marsh, King 5 Jul (B. McGarry). In Oregon, a migrant Least stopped in at Fields 10 Jun (AC), while an apparently unmated territorial male sang incessantly at Davis L. 11 Jul (DI, SF, E. Bruhnke); this marks the 4th consecutive year with at least one mid-summer report of this species from widely scattered locales in Klamath, suggesting that it may be a rare-but-regular stealth breeder in that county. Though normal numbers of Leasts (10) were reported from e. Washington, unseasonably cool, wet weather appeared to delay breeding activities; normally, most detection come during Jun, but this season's reports all came 20 Jun or later. An Eastern Phoebe observed near Cape Blanco 2 Jun was more than a mile from where likely the same bird was originally found on 25 May (TJW). Barely annual in w. Washington, an astounding 4 Ash-throated Flycatchers were found 11-26 Jun, with 3 in King and one in Whatcom. In e. Washington a returning pair of Ash-throateds at Vantage (TA), plus Walla Walla singles at Lewis Park and Biscuit Ridge 12 Jun (R. & C. Louderback) were the only birds away from their normal haunts in oak woodlands of s. cen. Washington. A conspicuous pulse of Western Kingbirds passed through w. Oregon in early Jun, with upwards of 40 birds noted in Coos/Curry 2-13 Jun (fide TR); 20+ Westerns enlivened the pasturelands at Cape Blanco on 2 Jun, and at least 10 more were there 13 Jun (TJW). Wayward Western and Eastern Kingbirds were unusually prevalent on Washington's westside. Although Western Kingbirds are very rare local breeders, the 34 tallied 1-21 Jun were mostly migrants and included a w. Washington record summer high count of 9 at P.N.P. 1 Jun (BW). Eastern Kingbirds are also very local nesters on the westside, but most of the 11 noted 3 Jun-11 Jul were one-day visitors.
	Most unusual was an imm. Loggerhead Shrike found at the Siltcoos R. mouth, Lane 22 Jul+; this marks just the 2nd summer record for the westside, where the species is rare at any season. Washington's 4th Bell's Vireo, all since 2006, graced St. Andrews, Douglas 6 Jun (ph., 1BW); careful observation of the bird suggested that it was of the nominate subspecies. A cooperative ad. Violet-green Swallow x Cliff Swallow hybrid was near P.S.B. 18 Jul (ph. SM, TC); there have been no definitive prior records of this species (McCarthy. 2006. Handbook of Avian Hybrids of the World). Generally considered sedentary in the Region, a Black-capped Chickadee at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 3 Jun (Ryan Merrill) was surprising, as this is nearly 50 km from the nearest known populations. A White-breasted Nuthatch at Concrete, Skagit 18 Jun (†W. Johnson) was quite astonishing for nw. Washington, especially in summer; both the Ponderosa Pine subspecies tenuissima of e. Washington and the Oregon White Oak subspecies aculeata of sw. Washington rarely stray from their respective haunts. Although Canyon Wren is very rare elsewhere in w. Washington, one at Beacon Rock, Skamania 2 Jul (WC, G. McWethy) was at a location where they have been noted regularly over the past few years. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Peoria 15 Jul (R. Campbell) was just the 3rd for Linn; historically, this species is very rare in the WV n. of Lane, where there are several records and at least one nesting attempt.
	An unexpectedly late Mountain Bluebird visited Cape Blanco 1 Jun (KnA); most northbound strays to the westside are found Mar/Apr. Similarly late was a Townsend's Solitaire at Eugene 2 Jun (DSr). Migrant Veeries are rarely detected in e. Washington, even though they breed at many locations there; one in arid lowlands at Lyons Ferry Park, Franklin 3 Jun was thus noteworthy (RM). The only westside Veery was at the traditional breeding location near County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit 12-24 Jun (RM, TA). Sixteen Swainson's Thrushes of the Olive-backed subspecies group (swainsoni) were noted at Easy Pass, Skagit 25 Jul (RM, E. Houston); increased observer awareness has revealed that members of this group breeds in small numbers w. of the Cascades in Skagit. Gray Catbirds, very rare in w. Washington, were detected in unprecedented numbers this summer. One was at Nisqually 4 Jun (ph. S. Graham), 5 were noted in three locations in ne. Skagit 6-24 Jun (mob.), and a pair attempted to breed near Randle, Lewis 2 -6 Jul (ph. T. Mansfield). Two catbirds along the Little Deschutes 11-12 Jun (RR, S. Maulding) were in n. Klamath, where summering birds have reported annually over the past decade. This recent string of records suggests that catbirds may be low-density breeders along the e, slope of the s. Cascades. Five Northern Mockingbirds 5-27 Jun approximates a typical summer showing in the Region. Sage Thrashers visited the westside in both states, with one at Renton, King 4 Jun and another near Bethel Mt. in e. Coos 12 Jun (KnA); the former provided only the 2nd summer record for w. Washington (ph. T. Rohrer). The passage of 970 Cedar Waxwings over P.N.P. 1 Jun likely set a summer high count for Washington (BW).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
A Tennessee Warbler at Fields, Harney 5 Jun (JG, O. Schmidt) was the first summer season bird in the Region since at least 2006. A Nashville Warbler at Seattle 4 Jun was over two weeks tardy for the w. Washington lowlands (J. Tubbs). Three of the season's 4 Northern Parulas were in Harvey 3-5 Jun, while another was at Floras L., Curry 5 Jun (TR); though detected annually in the Harney Basin, this species is not annual w. of the Cascades. Three Chestnut-sided Warblers, all in Oregon, included a female at Cape Blanco 4 Jul (H. Reinhard); the majority of Oregon's records come from Harney. Northbound Magnolia Warblers are nearly annual in the Region, but they rarely summer; a first-year male settled in at Detroit Flats 22 Jul+ (ph. J. Matthews), providing the 2nd record for Marion. Hermit Warblers are still big news in e. Washington, despite a flurry of recent reports; this season, one visited a yard in Brewster, Douglas 16 Jun (M. Spencer). A Myrtle Warbler stopped at P.N.P. 1 Jun (ph. BW); Washington has about a dozen summer records, all but two since 2000. Five Black-and-white Warblers included 3 in Harney 3-6 Jun plus westside birds at Corkindale, Skagit 19-20 Jun (S. Atkinson) and Eugene 7 Jul (D. Heyerly). Northbound American Redstarts are annual in Harney, so an ad. male at Fields 2 Jun (D. van den Brock) is expected. However, a male redstart found singing at Brookings, Curry 13 Jul (D. Munson) was late enough in the season that one wonders if it summered there. Territorial redstarts were back on territory for the 2nd consecutive summer near Carnation, King, with 2 males there 26 Jun (C. Anderson). A maximum of 6 were detected at their isolated but well-established breeding area at County Line Ponds, Whatcom 24 Jun (TA). Although breeding Northern Waterthrushes inhabit several brush-lined streams just e. of the Cascade crest, one along Camp Polk Cr. n. of Sisters ("Calliope Crossing") 1 Jun (SD) was a first for this heavily birded site. Now annual in the Region as a northbound migrant, this season's Hooded Warbler was singing in Portland's Forest Park 1 Jun (J. Deshler). An apparent MacGillivray's Warbler x Common Yellowthroat hybrid enlivened Duvall, King 27 Jun-5 Jul (EH, B. Meilleur, G. Oliver, ph. O. Oliver); there is 
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but one previous record of this cross. Over the past five years, Yellow-breasted Chats have increased in w. Washington, and this summer 17 were detected, including four breeding pairs at Ridgefield (fide BF). The most northerly birds were one at Van Horn Ponds, Skagit 13 Jun (GB) and 2 in Everett 21 Jun-17 Jul (ph. R. Hagerty).
	A Green-tailed Towhee at Corkindale, Skagit 22 Jun (J. Bird, G. Walker) provided the 2nd summer (and 7th overall) record for w. Washington. Western Washington's 4th summer Lark Sparrow was at P.N.P. 8 Jun (VN), Lark Sparrows are very rare vagrants to w. Washington, with most records occurring Apr/May and Sep/Oct. Both Larks on Oregon's westside were in Curry 1-13 Jun; though annual in this county, they are quite rare farther n. along the coast. Washington's 5th summer-season White-throated Sparrow persisted throughout the period at Seattle (TA). Northbound Golden-crowned Sparrows occasionally linger into early Jun, as was the case with a presumed migrant at Cabin Lake Guard Station, Lake 1 Jun (CB). One singing at Skamokawa, Wahkiakum 22 Jun (M. Breece) and another on Mt. Ashland 13 Jul (JT) were likely summering at those locations. Washington has only about 10 summer records over the past 30 years. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks made an above-average showing, with 13 detected 1 Jun-27 Jul; 9 were in Oregon. A male Indigo Bunting at Eugene 17 Jul+ (R. Sinnott) provided the only report of the season. An Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Bunting hybrid near Cougar, Cowlitz 21-27 Jun (†RK) furnishes just the 2nd Washington record for this cross, which has appeared several times in Oregon.
	A singing/displaying ad. male Bobolink at Cape Blanco 28 Jun (TJW) was quite surprising, as nearly all coastal reports of this species involve fall immatures. After a hiatus of several years, Tricolored Blackbirds returned to a former colony site on Wilson Cr., Grant, with several pairs there 4-14 Jun (DS). Additional territorial males were near Othello, where they often winter but have never bred (R. Hill). Once again, Yellow-headed Blackbirds summered again at P.S.B., with maximum of 12 there on 3 Jun and four active nests found during Jul (SM); this is one of only a few locations in w. Washington where this species has been known to nest. The season's 7 Great-tailed Grackles included 2 in Washington, where they are decidedly rarer than in Oregon; all but one were in Jun. Two Hooded Orioles brightened Fields 4-6 Jun (DVP, LH). This season's Baltimore Oriole was at Malheur 3 Jun (M. van Dyk). Unprecedented for summer in lowland w. Washington, 2 Pine Grosbeaks visited Everett 24 Jun (†SM); though very rare winter visitors to westside lowlands, the previous late record was 30 Apr 2007. On the eastside, a Pine Grosbeak at the Cabin Lake Guard Station 1 Jun (CB) was far s. and w. of any site where they are found regularly during summer. Rare w. slope Cassin’s Finches were again noted at Mt. Hardy, Skagit 12 Jul+, with a maximum of 18 there on 18 Jul (S. Atkinson). Western Washington's only sighting of the peripatetic White-winged Crossbill was one at Paradise, Mt. Rainier, Pierce 10 Jul (SM, TC). A Lesser Goldfinch near Raymond, Pacific 20 Jul provided further evidence of this species' range expansion in w. Washington beyond Clark (KK)

Initialed observers: Knute Andersson, Tom Aversa, Carol Blackard, Gary Bletsch, Tracy Clark, Alan Contreras, Mike & MerryLynn Denny, Steve Dougill, Daniel Farrar, Shawneen Finnegan, Chuck Gates (Crook), George Gerdts, Greg Gillson (Washington, the-bird guide pelagics), Denny Grandstrand (Yakima), Lauren Harter, Todd Hass, Adrian Hinkle, Christopher Hinkle, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Carol Karlen, Ken Knittle, Russ Koppendrayer, Peter Low, Ryan Merrill (Washington), Steven Mlodinow, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Roger Robb, W. Douglas Robinson (Benton, Polk), Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Don Schrouder, Paul Sullivan, David Vander Pluym. Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Terry J. Wahl, Charlie Wright (eBird).
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