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[image: ]	This fall was arid, with about 50% normal rainfall in August and 80-90% average precipitation thereafter. Temperatures were unremarkable. The season's ornithological events included a massive west-side "invasion" of Buff-breasted Sandpipers and a continuation of this summer's Brewer's Sparrow irruption into western Oregon. The Oregon coast witnessed an unusual nearshore passage of tubenoses. Good numbers of montane birds (e.g., Clark's Nutcrackers, Red-breasted Nuthatches, White-winged Cross-bills, and Pine Grosbeaks) were noted in the mountains, plus there was a small but diverse movement of montane birds (e.g., Calliope Hummingbirds, Williamson's Sapsuckers, Clark's Nutcrackers, and Pygmy Nuthatches) into the lowlands from mid-August into late September. Most species that have been expanding their range northward and eastward continued to do so—e.g., Anna's Hummingbird, Bewick's Wren, Red-shouldered Hawk.

Abbreviations: Finley (Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough), WestBirds (Westport Seabirds), W.V. (Willamette Valley), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "East-side" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
A huge movement of Greater White-fronted Geese occurred across the entire Region in early Oct, including a P.T. record 850 at P.S.B. 2 Oct (M. Breece). Washington's 6th record of the endangered Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (subspecies gambelli) was supplied by 3 on Fir I., Skagit 20 Oct (SM, BSW); all have been Sep—Dec. Blue Geese again fraternized with the s. Skagit/n. Snohomish Snow Goose flock, with 6 noted 18 Oct+ (SM, RM). A Blue Goose at Sauvie I. 5 Oct and 8 Nov was in w. Oregon, where very rare (C. Warren, SF, JG). Eighteen Snow Geese at Vancouver, Clark 1 Sep (S. Hagen) and one on Fir I. 3 Sep (MSt) were about three weeks early. Errant Ross's Geese were especially numerous, including 5 in e. Washington, one in ne. Oregon, and 2 in w. Oregon; all but 2 occurred in late Oct. Eight Richardson’s Cackling Geese (race hutchinsii) enlivened Hood R. 23 Nov, furnishing Oregon's 2nd record (ph. SM, SF, D. Mandell); this taxon may prove to be nearly regular in e. Washington/Oregon. An Aleutian Cackling Goose (leucopareia), rare in the W.V., visited Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 24 Nov (BF, SM, SF, BT). Twelve Dusky Canada Goose (occidentalis) visited Dungeness Bay, Clallam 23 Aug (D. Paulson); this taxon is rare away from w. Oregon and sw. Washington. Rare inland, Black Brant visited Sauvie I. and Shillapoo Bottoms 8-24 Nov (SF, SM) and Finley 25 Oct (R. Armstrong). Even rarer away from salt water was a molting Black Brant at Kent, King 8 Aug-4 Sep that had likely summered nearby (G. McWethy, M. Breece). A Trumpeter Swan at Philleo L., Spokane 18 Sep was about six weeks early (MW).
	Five eastside Eurasian Wigeons, 22 Sep+, was the best tally since 2003. Two Eurasians at Coos Bay 16 Sep were about a month early and approached Oregon's record-early date (RN). A female American Black Duck graced Kirkland, King 1 Oct-14 Nov (ph. RM), the same location that hosted one 31 Oct-19 Nov 2004; this bird's apparent recurrence as a passage migrant seems to increase the likelihood of wild provenance. A male American Black Duck appeared in Stanwood, Snohomish 10 Nov (ph. RM, SM). Interestingly, after decades of decline, the overall black duck population has increased from 376,000 to 569,000 over the past 13 years (United States Fish & Wildlife Service, Waterfowl Population Status, 2007). Excluding the failed introduction at Everett (last "pure" bird seen there in 1999), there have been approximately four other records of this species from Washington. The only Eurasian Teal inhabited Ridgefield 24 Nov (SF), and the only intergrade Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal stopped at P.S.B. 18 Nov (SM, BSW). Ring-necked Ducks were again present in good numbers, with a top tally of 1705 at Priest Rapids Pool 7-8 Nov (RH). Ring-necked Duck x scaup hybrids visited Everett 11 Oct (SM) and Renton, King 30 Nov.
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(CW). This cross was virtually unknown in the Region prior to five years ago, but now several are reported annually; one suspects the increase is largely due to increased observer awareness. Not annual during fall, a Tufted Duck at Everett 11 Oct was one day shy of the Region's record early date (SM). A Harlequin Duck, rare on the eastside lowlands, was at Liberty L., Spokane 15 Oct (G. Volyn), while a female with 2 chicks on the S. Fork of the Coquille R. 11 Aug furnished a first Coos breeding record (RN). Eastside Surf Scoter numbers were about twice the norm, with 31 in Oregon and 40 in Washington, mostly 6 Oct-11 Nov. A stunning 180+ Surf Scoters visited w. Oregon's interior 6 Oct+, highlighted by 118 at Hagg L., Washington 21 Oct (Paul Sullivan, C. Karlen), far exceeding any previous inland tally. Additionally, 6 Surfs in Skamania at 1300 m on 11 Oct were unexpected (WC). The east-side total of 29 White-winged Scoters was well above average; most were 13 Oct-18 Nov. Black Scoters at Prineville 19 Oct (CG) and Vantage 17 Nov+ (M. Hobbs) furnished the 10th and 11th eastside records. The eastside Long-tailed Duck tally was 28, more than thrice the long-term average, and included a maximum of 15 near Brewster, Douglas 4 Nov (MMD); nearly all were 4 Nov+. Oddly, this species is rarer on the westside interior than e. of the Cascades, so 2 at Finley 21 Nov were noteworthy (WDR). Rather baffling was the presence of 80 Buffleheads, including juvs. sporting down and small bills, on L. Lenore, Grant 2 Sep (CCx, SM); such concentrations are unknown in Washington prior to Oct, as this species is a rare breeder and migrants typically do not arrive until mid-Oct. Tallies of 4500 Ruddy Ducks at L. Lenore 2 Sep (SM, CCx) and 1490 at Everett 14 Oct (SM) were likely record-high counts for e. and w. Washington, respectively. Wild Turkeys are ever more abundant in e. Washington, as evidenced by 78 at the nw. corner of their range in the Teanaway Valley, Kittitas 10 Oct (JB). A remarkable 450 California Quail were seen from one spot in Washtucna, Adams 14 Sep (BSW).
	Eastside Red-throated Loons, far from annual, included singles at Odell L., Klamath 27 Oct (RN), Wallula, Walla Walla 7 Nov (MLD), and John Day Dam 23 Nov (D. Mandell, SM, SF), plus 2 at L. Chelan 12 Nov (G. Gerdts, BSW). Peak passage of Red-throateds at Boiler Bay, Lincoln was a respectable 6000 on 19 Nov (PP). However, the Pacific Loon maximum of 6000 at Boiler Bay 13 Nov was only about 10% of the norm (PP). Five Yellow-billed Loons represented a fair fall showing and included an early bird at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 16 Aug (L. Norgren). A congregation of 502 Pied-billed Grebes at Smith/Bybee Lakes, Multnomah 26 Aug (S. Nord) nudged aside the Oregon record of 497 seen there last Aug. Nearby, at Ridgefield, 236 Pied-billeds seen 1 Aug likely set a w. Washington record (JE). An unremarkable 15 Clark's Grebes were detected on the westside away from F.R.R., including one at Kalaloch, Jefferson 8 Aug that was more than a month early (BSh). A Clark's Grebe near Bingen, Klickitat 23 Nov was about six weeks late (SM, SF, D. Mandell). Notably, 3 apparent Clark's Grebe x Western Grebe hybrids were reported this fall, the increase likely due to enhanced observer effort.
	Black-footed Albatross numbers were 50% normal, averaging fewer than 40 per trip off Westport (WestBirds). Offshore, Northern Fulmar numbers were above average at about 530 per trip off Westport (WestBirds). Inshore, fulmars were incredibly numerous, with maxima of 2000 at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 21 Oct, 10 Nov, and 19 Nov (PP). Offshore, Pink-footed numbers were about par, averaging 250 per trip during Sep/Oct. Onshore, Pink-footeds appeared in unprecedented numbers, with peak counts of 800 and 500 along the Lane shore 7 & 19 Oct, respectively (DI, DPy). Fourteen Flesh-footed Shearwaters offshore 25 Aug-22 Sep represented a goodly fall total. Buller's Shearwater totals offshore were pitiful, with a maximum tally of 20 off Astoria 12 Sep (BSh) and Westport 17 Sep (WestBirds); note that an average of 20 per organized pelagic trip would be considered substantially subpar. On the other hand, Buller's Shearwaters are not annual from shore, but this year 10+ were seen near Florence, Lane 19 Oct (DI, DPy), and 2 were seen at both Cannon Beach, Clatsop (MP) and Boiler Bay (PP) 10 Nov. Oddly, there were no exceptional counts of Sooty Shearwaters from land, and the average off Westport was a dismal 2900 per trip (WestBirds). Single Short-tailed Shearwaters, rare in the PT., graced Edmonds, Snohomish 18 & 20 Nov (DD), and a Sooty/Short-tailed Shearwater was off Seattle 5 Nov (MBa). Manx Shearwater reports continued to increase, with 7+ seen from land 9 Aug-9 Nov and another off Westport 8 Sep (WestBirds). A well-described Black-vented Shearwater passed Clatsop Beach 12 Sep (BSh); Oregon currently has four accepted records. A tally of 2200 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off La Push, Clallam 24 Aug likely set a Washington record (RM). A Leach's Storm-Petrel, not annual in the P.T., passed Richmond Beach, King 25 Sep (MBa).
	The eastside's 4th Brown Pelican enlivened W.W.R.D. 3 Sep (MMD). Thirteen Brown Pelicans in the P.T. was about twice the norm. Good numbers of American White Pelicans again wandered the W.V. from F.R.R. to Ridgefield, with a peak tally of 128 at F.R.R. 15 Aug (D. Arendt). Other westside records included a coastal bird at Seaside, Clatsop 27 Aug (M. Marsh) and one at Edmonds, Snohomish 27 Sep (fide DD). High numbers of dispersing
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[image: ]American White Pelicans were also noted on the eastside, highlighted by 350 at Wickiup Res., Deschutes late Aug—early Sep (CM, MM). A count of 300 Great Egrets at Potholes Res., Grant 4 Aug (AS) nearly tied the Washington record of 302, also from Potholes, in Sep 2004. Cattle Egret numbers continued to slide towards nil, with the only sightings being singles at Seattle 6-11 Nov (A. Larson) and on Fir I., Skagit in mid-Nov (K. Axelson). Cattle Egrets became annual fall visitors to the Region during the 1970s, and over 300 were detected in Washington alone during the 1980s/1990s. Numbers have subsequently dropped, steeply so in the past five years. As Oregon's breeding population of White-faced Ibis increases, so have records of post-breeding dispersants: flocks of 18-25 were noted at five e. Oregon sites nw. of their breeding range, and on the westside, singles at F.R.R. 5-26 Aug (R. Sinnott) and Baskett Slough, Polk 9 Aug (RG) furnished the first fall records since 2004.
	Passage of Turkey Vultures across the Straits of Juan de Fuca peaked on 29 Sep, when 918 passed Salt Creek Park, Clallam (D. MacRae). Lone Ospreys at Prineville 21 Nov (SD) and Bridgeport, Douglas 23 Nov (M. Spencer) were about six weeks late for the eastside. Red-shouldered Hawks continued to march northward. At Ridgefield, this species was present 21 Aug+, with a state-record 6 there during late Sep (JE). Another was nearby at Vancouver L., Clark 2 Nov (BSW); to the n., the Kent Red-shouldered remained through the fall, and one graced Cinebar, Lewis 1 Oct (C. Lupo). On the eastside, a Red-shouldered was near the Cascade crest in Jefferson 30 Aug (fide R. Gearhart), and 5 were seen in Deschutes, including a very late bird (for the eastside) near Bend 30 Nov (H. Horvath). A Broad-winged Hawk, very rare away from Cascade hawkwatches, soared over Hooper, Whitman 16 Sep (ph. MW). Only two reports were received from the Cascades: singles at Chelan Ridge 11 Sep (fide M. Spencer) and a late bird at Mt. Hood 14 Oct (R. Smith). A Swainson's Hawk, now annual during fall on the westside, visited Oregon City, Clackamas 12 Oct (L. Fredd). A Ferruginous Hawk, very rare on the westside, brightened Steigerwald L., Clark 25 Aug (WC). Four Gyrfalcons this fall, 23 Oct+, was about average. Seven westside Prairie Falcons, 5 in Oregon and 2 in Washington, was near normal and included a very early individual near Corvallis 6 Aug (J. Jebousek). The top American Coot count was from Priest Rapids Pool where 20,565 gathered on 7-8 Nov (RH)


SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
An ad. Black-bellied Plover, very rare on the eastside, visited Potholes Res., Grant 11 Aug (DS). A goodly 67 Pacific Golden-Plovers were noted this fall, with a Washington maximum of 17 at O.S. 26 Sep (JB) and an Oregon top count of 10 at N.S.C.B. 13-19 Aug (TR). A subpar 21 American Golden-Plovers were detected on the westside, with a maximum of 9 on Fir I., Skagit 24 Oct (TA). Eleven Americans, however, were found on. 
the eastside 19 Aug-3 Oct, better than twice the norm.
Buff-breasted Sandpipers appeared on the Washington and Oregon coasts in unprecedented numbers in fall 2007, totaling at least 75 individuals, and quite likely many more if there was any turnover at favored sites. This cooperative Individual was on Midway Beach, Pacific County, Washington on 25 August 2007. Photograph by Denny Granstrand

Notably, the ratio of westside Pacific: American Golden-Plovers has shifted dramatically since about 1999, and one wonders if this represents a true change or an alteration in observer ability/expectation. In any case, this year's ratio of approximately 3:1 is fairly typical of the past five years. Note that fewer than 10 golden-plovers were reported as unidentified this fall. Washington's 5th Mountain Plover brightened O.S. 25 Oct (JB); virtually all of the Region's 16 previous Mountain Plovers occurred Nov—Feb, with none earlier than 7 Nov. Washington's 4th Eurasian Dotterel graced Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 12-13 Sep (ph. K. Brennan); three of the Region's four prior records were from Sep, and six of California's nine dotterels occurred 6-15 Sep (Rare Birds of California). A congregation of 155 Lesser Yellowlegs near LaConner, Skagit 16 Aug was unprecedented for the westside (SM, R. Fuller). Solitary Sandpipers showed well again, with 48 on the eastside and 22 on the west, almost entirely 8 Aug-2 Sep; particularly unusual was one at 2600 m at Arrow L., Union 22 Aug (N. Strycker). Willets appeared for the 4th consecutive fall in the PT., with singles at Totten Inlet, Thurston 24 Sep (JB) and Everett 17 Aug (P. Koyama). Nearly as rare, a Wandering Tattler visited P.N.P. 23 Aug (VN). Five Long-billed Curlews in the W.V./PT. 2-26 Aug was above average. Twelve Whimbrels at F.R.R. 3 Sep represented the 2nd highest count ever in the W.V. (M. Persmark). Two Hudsonian Godwits at Summer L. 17 Aug were about the 33rd and 34th for Oregon (ES, C. & A. Hinkle). Approximately 6 Bar-tailed Godwits between Ocosta, Grays Harbor and Tokeland, Pacific 4 Aug-2 Oct was typical of recent years. A goodly 5 Marbled Godwits were on the eastside 16 Aug-17 Sep. A Red Knot, not annual on the eastside, brightened Richland 1 Oct (NL), while one on Bainbridge I., Kitsap 20 Nov was about a month late (BSW). A subpar 22 eastside Sanderlings included 2 ads. at Potholes Res. 11 Aug (DS) and one at Hood R. 20 Aug (SJ); juvs. were all 23 Au-26 Sep. Washington recorded an excellent 173 Semipalmated Sandpipers, almost all in Aug, with a maximum of 20 at P.S.B. 9 Aug (TA); Oregon had a near-normal 12 Semipalmateds, all on the westside, 2-22 Aug. A gathering of 36 Baird's Sandpipers at P.S.B. 19 Aug was unprecedented for w. Washington (RM, SM). There were only 7 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, 9 Sep-11 Nov; however, one at Othello 27-28 Sep (RH) was on the eastside, where surprisingly annual of late. Tallies of 44 Stilt Sandpipers in Washington and 9 in Oregon, 4 Aug-20 Sep, were unremarkable; the top count was 17 at Stanwood, Snohomish 20 Aug (M. Willison). Buff-breasted Sandpipers appeared in record numbers, 18 Aug-30 Sep, with at least 44 in Washington and 28 in Oregon, sevenfold above the norm. Almost all were on the outer coast, with maxima of 18 near Midway Beach, Pacific 14 Sep (CW, RH), 15 at N.S.C.B. 29 Aug (TR), and 15 at O.S. 10 Sep (P. Hicks). Eight at Midway Beach 30 Sep eclipsed Washington's previous fall late date (D. Watkins). Four Buff-breasteds in Lane and 7 in Skagit, 27 Aug-22 Sep, were in the W.V./PT., where not annual. A goodly 12 Ruffs were detected, including very rare ad. birds Tualatin River N.W.R. 9-12 Aug (E. Knight) and F.R.R. 12-12 Aug (J. Power, D. Fix, DI). An exceptionally late Ruff was near Aberdeen, Grays Harbor 29 Nov (L. Rutter); the remainder was 9 Aug-15 Sep. Only 8 Short-billed Dowitchers were noted on the eastside, 25 Aug-28 Sep. Red Phalaropes, not annual on the eastside, enlivened LaGrande, Union 21 Aug (RN), Krumbo Res., Harney 15 Sep (AC, DE TR), and Corfu, Grant 20-25 Oct (RH). One at Jefferson Head, Kitsap 5 Sep was in the P.T. where rare-but-annual (BSW).
	Eighty South Polar Skuas were noted offshore, well above the recent average. Three Pomarine Jaegers were found in the PT., where not annual, 4 Aug-13 Oct. Not annual in the WV, a Parasitic Jaeger at Vancouver L. 23 Sep was Clark's first (SM, BF). A Parasitic Jaeger at Chickahominy Res., Harney 20 Sep was the only eastside jaeger identified to species (S. Russell). The 69 Long-tailed Jaegers tallied off 75-100 km off Oregon 17 Sep was well below totals from similar far-offshore ventures (DI). The peak count from organized pelagic trips, which are closer to shore, was a mediocre 20 off Astoria 12 Sep (BSh). Apparently different Laughing Gulls brightened Gearhart, Clatsop 26 Aug (ph. DB) and Seaside, Clatsop 30 Aug (DB, ph. MP); six of the seven prior Regional records are from the outer coast, with five of those Jul—Oct. There were only 12 Franklin's Gulls away from their se. Oregon haunts, about half the norm, with 8 on the westside and 4 in e. Washington. During the 1980s and 1990s, 3 Little Gulls per fall was the norm for 
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Washington, but this is no longer so. A Little Gull at Everett 7 Oct furnished the Region's first fall record in three years (SM). A Washington-record 9000 Heermann's Gulls inhabited O.S. 1 Sep (CW); tallies of 5000+ during Jul—Oct are now annual in our Region, a definite increase from the 1970s, when counts above 500 would elicit comment. This Regional increase corresponds with an increase in the breeding population from about 55,000 pairs in 1975 to about 150,000 pairs in the 1990s (Islam 2002, Birds of North America). A juv. Mew Gull at Rainy Pass, Skagit/Chelan (elevation 1500 m) 12 Aug was rather out of place and quite early (D. Paulson). An apparent first-cycle Ring-billed Gull x Mew Gull hybrid fraternized with hundreds of Mew Gulls near Sequim, Clallam 13 Oct (ph. SM, ph. RM). An above-average 10 Glaucous Gulls included singles at Port Townsend 4 Sep (MSt) and Westport 15 Sep (T. O'Brien), more than a month early. A tally of 2000+ Sabine's Gulls 75-100 km off Oregon 17 Sep approached the Regional record (DI, JW). Twenty-seven eastside Sabine's Gulls, 27 Aug-7 Oct, was more than twice the norm and included a high count of 6 at Agency L., Klamath 15 Sep (KS). Additionally 6 stopped at inland westside sites, but only 4 visited the P.T.
	A handful of Elegant Terns graced coastal Tillamook and Clatsop 3-5 Aug (T. Hall), and a flock of 33 enlivened Florence, Lane 26 Aug and 3 Sep (R. Robb, DPy, K. Fairchild); this represents an "average" fall for this semi-irruptive species. The eastside total of 150 Common Terns, 29 Aug-6 Oct, was unremarkable. An Arctic Tern, not annual inland, enlivened Philomath 16 Aug and was Benton's first (WDR). Three westside Forster's Terns 25 Aug-24 Sep was about average.
	Enormous numbers of Common Murres moved into the P.T. during Sep, highlighted by 6,000 off Jeff Head, Kitsap 17 Sep (BSW). Perhaps related to the spring irruption of Horned Puffins, one was near Smith I., Island 18 Aug (ph. D. & D. Henderson); this species is extremely rare in the P.T. Only 5 Xantus's Murrelets were found 75-100 km off Oregon 17 Sep, 2 of which were identified as scrippsi (JG, JW, DI); additionally, 4 Xantus's were noted off Newport 25 Aug (GG), and 2 were off Westport 25 Aug (RM). For the 3rd time in 13 months, a Xantus's Murrelet was seen from Cape Flattery, this time 22 Aug (CW); the two prior records were from Jul. Excellent mid-Sep counts of Cassin's Anklets hopefully indicated good local breeding success; the top count was 475 off Westport 16 Sep (WestBirds).
	Eurasian Collared-Doves continued to explode across the Region, with w Washington seeing its first double-digit concentration: 16 near Mt. Vernon, Skagit 23 Sep (RM). There were numerous other reports from the westside, and this species is now so widespread on the eastside that observers have tired of reporting them. Washington's 7th White-winged Dove visited Bennington L., Walla Walla 14 Aug (ph. MMD). In Oregon, single White-wingeds at Bandon, Coos 31 Aug-5 Sep (T. Loomis, R. Robb) and Alvord Ranch, Harney 7 Sep (K. Fairchild) added to about 13 previous records; the Region had only five records prior to 1997, and almost all have been May—Nov.
	An ad. Northern Hawk Owl attended 2 fledglings at Harts Pass, Okanogan 17 Aug-8 Sep (L. Schreiner, V. Glick, ph. N. Mason), furnishing Washington's 2nd breeding record a mere few months after the state's first. A Great Gray Owl, rare away from the mts., was near Lowden, Walla Walla 19 Nov-1 Dec (D. Gibson). The only westside Burrowing Owl was a returning bird near Tangent, Linn 3 Nov (C. Whelchel). Boreal Owls were widely reported from known locations in ne. Washington and in the Cascades s. to Deschutes, 1 Sep-10 Nov, with a maximum of 7 at Mt. Salmo, Pend Oreille 13 Oct (T. Little). Common Nighthawks at Portland 9 Oct (P. Buescher) and near Lebanon, Linn 15 Oct (R. Armstrong) were about three weeks late. A Common Poorwill, not annual in the W.V., was near Bellfountain 5 Oct, likely a Benton first (WDR); one in Yakima 26 Oct was about a month late (fide DG). A colony of approximately 50 Monk Parakeets came fully to light when it caused a local power outage in Yacolts, Clark (WC). County efforts to exterminate them are meeting resistance from local residents.
	A Chaetura swift over the Samish Flats 19 Nov was probably a Vaux's, but it avoided definitive identification (B. Sundstrom); Vaux's Swifts are extremely rare in Washington after mid-Oct, and this bird is about two weeks later than any other Washington record. A White-throated Swift, very rare on the west-side, passed over Finley 13 Sep (WDR). A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Ridgefield 10 Aug yielded w. Washington's 2nd fall record (†J. Danzenbaker, †SF). Anna's Hummingbirds continue to appear sporadically on the eastside beyond their outposts in Klickitat and Deschutes, with 4 in Yakima, singles in Richland 29 Aug-23 Sep (NL) and N. Richland 9 Sep (JA), and 2 in Walla Walla 21 Nov+ (MMD); this species may soon colonize Yakima and Benton. Oregon now averages about 2 Costa's Hummingbirds per fall. This year, singles visited Tualatin River N.W.R., Washington 17 Aug (T. Love), Portland 24 Aug (JG), and Bend 23 Oct+ (D. Tracy). Calliope Hummingbirds at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 25-31 Aug (WC) and Everett 18 Aug (SM) eclipsed w. Washington's late date of 5 Aug. Nearly as rare in w. Oregon, single Calliopes adorned Portland 28 Aug (ES) and Astoria 29 Aug (MP). Rufous Hummingbirds lingered throughout the Region, and associated with this were several exceptionally late Selasphorus hummingbirds assumed to be Rufous. In Oregon, singles inhabited Eugene 1 Nov (M. Rudolph), Springfield, Lane 24 Nov (T. Escue), and N. Bend, Coos 27 Nov (J. Heaney), while one at Kennewick, Benton 27 Oct (I. Borland) was e. Washington's 2nd latest ever. However, only the male at N. Bend could be identified with certainty.
	Single Lewis's Woodpeckers, rare in w. Washington, were near Issaquah, King 6 Sep (L. Schwitters) and Kirkland, King 14 Oct (RM). Western Washington's 5th Williamson's Sapsucker inhabited Naches Pass, King 12 Aug (MBa). In the lowlands, where rarely encountered, 2 Williamson's brightened Maryhill, Klickitat 11 Aug (MMD), and another adorned Washtucna, Adams 7 Sep (Patrick Sullivan). Now annual in Oregon, a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker stopped at F.R.R. 23 Nov (MP). Red-naped Sapsuckers are rare in the W.V./P.T. and very rare on the outer coast. This fall, singles brightened Enumclaw, King 1 Oct (S. Daniels), Portland 4 Oct (T. McNamara), and Brookings, Curry 20 Nov (D. Munson). Single Red-breasted Sapsuckers at Bend 6 Oct (J. Moodie) and Yakima 26 Nov (R. Repp) were just e. of the Cascades, where rare but annual. Another near Newport, Pend Oreille 30 Nov, however, was nearly in Idaho (ph. R. Cox); Red-breasteds are extremely rare that far east.

PASSERINES
A Willow Flycatcher visited Kirkland, King 3 Oct (RM); there is but one later date from Washington. Five Least Flycatchers in the Columbia Basin, 18 Aug-14 Sep, was fairly typical of the past five years, but a Least at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 7 Sep was a first for Washington's outer coast (CW); prior to 2000, Washington had only five records of fall migrant Leasts. Western Oregon's 2nd Gray Flycatcher graced Portland 24 Aug (JG, G. Lillie). A Dusky Flycatcher at Skagit W.M.A. 9 Sep was only the 2nd recorded during fall in Washington w. of the Cascades (SM). Three Black Phoebes in the Portland area likely signaled continued northward range expansion. Oregon's 10th Eastern Phoebe brightened Malheur 15 Sep (AC); most Regional records are May—Jun, and this was only the 3rd for fall. A Say's Phoebe, not annual during fall in w. Washington, graced Seattle 16 Nov (EH); 9 in w. Oregon, 3 Oct.+ was about average. Fourteen Tropical/Couch’s Kingbirds was
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supranormal and included 3 birds away from the outer coast: one at Marymoor Park, King 9 Oct (MBa) and up to 2 at Kent, King 10-23 Nov (K. Andrich, D. Swayne). A Western Kingbird at Ridgefield 5 Sep was about a month late for w. Washington, where fall migrants are not annual (WC).
	The westside's 2nd Plumbeous Vireo turned up at Mary's Peak, Benton 10 Aug (†WDR); almost all Regional records are from se. Oregon during May—Jun, and the three antecedent fall records are from Sep. Washington's first Bell’s Vireo, apparently of the nominate subspecies, enlivened Skagit W.M.A. 27-28 Sep (†SM, †K. Brady). A landfall of 80 Warbling Vireos at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 26 Aug likely set a Washington record (SM). Seven Blue Jays in e. Washington, 3 in e. Oregon, and one in w. Oregon 28 Sep+, was about twice the norm for a "non-irruption" year. Eight Western Scrub-Jays in Yakima this fall, adding to five years of regular sightings, suggests that this species is now established there (DR). Clark's Nutcrackers made extremely rare visits to the lowlands at Coulee Darn, Grant 2 Sep (DS, R. Friesz) and near Sequim, Clallam 5 Sep (MSt). Another was well out of habitat at Malheur 5 Sep (J. Hammon). A Purple Martin at Ridgefield 23 Sep was apparently record late for Washington (BF, SM). The Dayton, Yamhill roost gathered 500,000+ Barn Swallows 15 Sep (F Schrock). A Black-capped Chickadee at Potholes S.P., Grant 24 Sep (DS) was away from known breeding locations; this species rarely wanders in the Region. As is often the case, a small number of Mountain Chickadees appeared in the Region's lowlands, late Sep+, but one at Lakewood, Pierce 29 Aug was about a month early (R. Nelson). A noisy 107 Red-breasted Nuthatches inhabited 3 km of trail near Union Gap, Snohomish 8 Sep, exceeding any published Washington tally (SM, DD). Single Pygmy Nuthatches enlivened Stacker Butte, Klickitat 11 Aug (BT), Olympia 19 Aug (T. Schooley), and College Place, Walla Walla 10 Sep (MMD), while 2 visited Maryhill, Klickitat 11-13 Aug (MMD, BT) and Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 26 Aug (WC); this species virtually never strays far from Ponderosa Pine woodlands, and there are only about five prior w. Washington records.
	A Rock Wren, rare w. of the Cascades, was on Bainbridge I., Kitsap 12 Sep (B. Point), with perhaps the same bird a few km away on Bainbridge 7 Oct (D. Watkins, BSW). Continued range expansion by Bewick's Wren was evidenced by an ad. and juv. on Bridgeport Bar 10-16 Aug that furnished Douglas’s first record (R. Hendrick, M. Spencer). Singles in Deschutes, Crook, and Lake, spanning 15 Sep-22 Oct, were also away from this species' current range. Eastern Washington's 2nd latest fall House Wren paused at Bennington L., Walla Walla 9 Oct (MMD). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher near Prineville, Crook 14 Sep was well n. of its breeding range but at a location where annual since 2003 (CG). Lone Mountain Bluebirds appeared in Cascade Head, Lincoln 26 Sep (PP) and Seattle 28 Sep (J. Meyer); this species is not annual during fall w. of the Cascades, and most such records are from Nov. Similarly, a Townsend's Solitaire at Skagit W.M.A. 23 Aug provided a rare lowland westside fall record but more notably was two months early (SM, RM). An apparent Olive-backed Swainson's Thrush (of the swainsoni subspecies group) graced Skagit W.M.A. 23 Aug (†SM, RM); though this group breeds in far e. Washington, it has not previously been recorded in w. Washington. A Gray Catbird at Skagit W.M.A. 20 Oct furnished w. Washington's 2nd fall record (ph. SM, BSW), the first occurring last year on 22 Oct; as this species has departed e. Washington by the end of Sep, it seems likely that these are mis-oriented birds from somewhere se. of the Region, not simply strays from across the Cascades. Five Northern Mockingbirds in Oregon and 3 in Washington was about average. No longer annual on the westside, up to 7 Bohemian Waxwings adorned Seattle 19-25 Nov (J. Bragg), and one flew over Mary's Peak, Benton 31 Oct (WDR); prior to the 1970s, this species was uncommon to fairly common in nw. Washington.
	A Tennessee Warbler at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 7 Sep was about the 20th for Washington (CW); most have been late Aug—early Sep. In Oregon, where nearly annual, single Tennessee Warblers visited Eugene 5 Sep and Camp Sherman, Jefferson 24 Sep (SD). Nashville Warblers, not annual during fall in w. Washington, showed up at Port Townsend 4 Sep (MSt) and Kirkland, King 14 Oct (RM). Though nearly annual during northbound migration, a Northern Parula at Bend 1 Sep (CM) and a record-late bird at Chiloquin, Klamath 4 Nov (ph. W. Stone) furnished Oregon's first fall records since 2001. A tally of 120 Yellow Warblers at Hoquiam 11 Sep eclipsed Washington's previous maximum (CW). Oregon’s 17th Cape May Warbler enlivened Malheur 15 Sep (ph. AC, HR). Washington's 11th Black-throated Blue Warble was at College Place, Walla Walla 8-11. Now (ph. MMD); this species tends to appear later than other "eastern" warblers in our Region. A startling 10 Black-throated Gray Warblers were reported e. of the Cascades in Washington, including one at Rancho Reato, Benton 24 Oct that was about a month late (N. Ofsthun). Sixty Townsend's Warblers encountered in the Goat Rocks Wilderness, Lewis 3 Sep exceeded any published high counts (G. Wiles). Single Hermit Warblers, extremely rare e. of the Cascades, graced Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 15 Sep (BSW) and Malheur 16 Sep (AC); these birds were also two or three weeks tardy. Three Palm Warblers, rare away from the outer coast, visited the W.V./P.T., 2-23 Oct. Western Washington's 3rd Blackpoll Warbler was found at Vancouver L., Clark 13 Sep (†TA), while e. Washington Blackpolls inhabited Washtucna, Adams 9 Sep (†RH) and Lyons Ferry, Franklin 14 Sep (vt. BSW); Washington had about 25 Washington records, mostly late Aug—mid-Sep. Oregon's fall Blackpoll was at Fields 16 Sep (K. Fairchild, HR). Washington's 3rd Prothonotary Warbler brightened Richland 10 Aug (†R. Johnson); this apparent ad. was two to three weeks earlier than the usual vagrancy window for Pacific Coast states (Warblers; Dunn and Garrett 1997). Single Northern Waterthrushes visited Skagit W.M.A. 9 Sep (SM), F.R.R 10 Oct (LM, D. Arendt), and Fields 20 Sep (TR); this species is nearly annual in se. Oregon and w. Washington, but the F.R.R. bird provided a long overdue W.V. first. Oregon's 5th Kentucky Warbler was at Emigrant L., Jackson 17 Sep (B. Massey); prior records were May—Jul. An imm. Mourning Warbler at Washtucna 25 Aug yielded Washington's 2nd record (†SM, †DS). A Yellow-breasted Chat, rare in w. Washington, was at Steigerwald L., Clark 12 Aug (WC). Summer Tanagers, nearly annual in Oregon over the last decade, were noted at Coos Bay 22 Sep (B. Taylor) and Malheur 28 Sep (S. Nemetz). A Western Tanager at L. Billy Chinook, Jefferson 11 Nov was about six weeks late (CG).
	Single American Tree Sparrows at N. Bend, Coos 18 Oct (TR), N.S.C.B. 29 Oct (TR), and Millicoma Marsh, Coos 7 Nov (TR) were unusually far s. on the westside. The 500 Chipping Sparrows at Harts Pass, Okanogan 23 Aug was unprecedented for Washington (TA).

SA Brewer’s Sparrows remained quite evident in w. Oregon after this summer's invasion, which included the W.V.'s first Oregon after this summer’s invasion, which included the WV’s first breeding records. In Lane, 7 juvs, and several ads. were present through 24 Aug (DI, DF). Similarly, in lowland Benton, 6 Brewer's (including juvs.) lingered through 10 Sep (WDR). Birds not noted this summer included 2 at Mary's Peak, Benton 15 Aug (WDR), one at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 12 Aug (S. Schick), 3 at Canby, Clackamas 15 Aug (A. Ahlgrim), one at N.S.C.B. 14 Aug (TR), and one at Brookings, Curry 7 Oct (JG, O. Schmidt). The last 2 birds were on the outer coast, where not annual. Western Oregon had been averaging about 2 Brewer's per fall, almost all during August.
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Four Clay-colored Sparrows in se. Washington 1-11 Sep and 3 in w. Oregon 7 Oct-5 Nov fit a pattern that has become the norm in recent years. Another Clay-colored at Bend 12 Nov (H. Horvath), however, was more than six weeks late for the eastside.
	Three migrant Vesper Sparrows were detected in w. Washington, 16 Aug-18 Sep; this species is again being found annually in w. Washington, perhaps due to an increase in observers. A Lark Sparrow in Seattle 12 Aug furnished only the 2nd w. Washington fall record since 1996 and about the 25th overall (C. Sidles, RM). Another Lark, rare in w. Oregon away from the Rogue Valley, was at N.S.C.B. 3 Sep (TR). A Black-throated Sparrow near Mabton, Yakima 3 Aug had likely been raised locally and furnished Washington's first "fall" record in more than 10 years (D. Brown); equally unusual was one at Tumalo S.P., Deschutes 1 Sep (C. Ringstad). A Grasshopper Sparrow at Waterville, Douglas 2 Sep was only about two weeks late but provided e. Washington's 2nd latest record (SM, CCx). More notable was w. Washington's 5th Grasshopper Sparrow at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 9 Sep (DS). Two Red Fox Sparrows (iliaca subspecies group) at Harrington, Lincoln 22 Sep furnished Washington's earliest fall record to date (ph. T. Mansfield, M. E Mathis); this species has become annual in the Region during recent years, but most occur after early Oct. A tally of 600 Song Sparrows at Wahluke, Franklin 23 Nov easily eclipsed Washington's previous high count (RH). A cooperative, calling sparrow at P.S.B. 20 Oct appeared to be a Swamp Sparrow x Song Sparrow hybrid (BSW, ph. SM); apparently this cross was previously unknown (Handbook of Avian Hybrids of the World). Five Swamp Sparrows in Washington and 7 in Oregon, 6 Oct+, furnished the worst fall total since 2001. This fall's Harris's Sparrow total was a dismal 4, all in Washington 12 Oct+. Now detected annually, a Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid inhabited P.S.B. 29 Sep (ph. SM). Four Chestnut-collared Longspurs were detected in Oregon, where casual prior to 2000 but annual since then. Singles visited N.S.C.B. 22 Oct (TR) and Clatsop Beach 22 Oct (MP), plus 2 were at Coburg, Lane 28 Oct (DI). A flock of 45 Snow Buntings on Clatsop Beach 10 Nov was exceptional for w. Oregon (MP). This fall's Rose-breasted Grosbeak visited Sisters, Deschutes 18 Oct (J. Gerke). A Lazuli Bunting at College Place, Walla Walla 20 Sep was record late for e. Washington (MMD), while one at Skagit W.M.A. 4 Oct was two months late for w. Washington and the state's 2nd latest ever (RM, SM). An Indigo Bunting near Potholes Res., Grant 18 Aug furnished about the 21st record for Washington but only the 4th of a fall migrant (†BSW, †G. Gerdts).
	Two Bobolinks at O.S. 14-15 Sep added to 25 previous w. Washington records, about half of which are from fall, mostly mid-Aug—early Oct (L. Rutter). Perhaps more unusual was a migrant flock of 65 at Paulina, Crook 17 Aug (CG). Tricolored Blackbirds were around Othello—the species' epicenter in Washington—throughout the fall, with a maximum of 30 on 31 Aug (SM, CCx); the only other Washington sighting was of 12 at Casey Place, Walla Walla 22 Sep (MMD). Two Rusty Blackbirds in Washington was about par: Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 16 Nov (RM) and near Sumner, Pierce 29 Nov (CW). One at Stanfield, Umatilla 11 Nov, however, was only about Oregon's 16th (Paul Sullivan). The fall's lone Great-tailed Grackle visited Summer L. 27 Aug (SD, D. Sutherland). A gathering of 600 Brown-headed Cowbirds at Othello 6 Nov is among the largest ever in Washington (RH). Washington's 4th Orchard Oriole adorned Samish I., Skagit 6 Nov (ph. J. Brady-Powers, HA, RM), the same location that hosted the state's first in Dec 1991.
	A tally of 85 Purple Finches at Skagit W.M.A. 20 Oct (SM, BSW) tied the Washington high count, set at the same location 28 Oct 2004. Two Red Crossbills near Washtucna, Adams 18 Aug were in the Columbia Basin, where rare (BSW). White-winged Crossbills occurred widely in the Cascades s. to Deschutes, in the Wallowa Mts., and in the Okanogan highlands, with multiple counts of 10+ in Okanogan after early Oct (K. Tran, G. Fredericks). A Common Redpoll adorned Hockinson, Clark 1 Nov (J. Allinger); this species is irregular on the westside, with most occurring in nw. Washington in mid-Nov+. A Lesser Goldfinch in Yakima 11 Aug continued this species recent spate of vagrancy within Washington (DG). Oregon's 7th and 8th Lawrence's Goldfinches were singles at Winston, Douglas 17-29 Sep (S. Platt, ph. R. Maertz) and Eagle Pt., Jackson 24 Sep (H. Sands); over half the state's records are from Douglas/Jackson. Large numbers of Evening Grosbeaks brightened the Cascades, with maxima of 300 at Rainy Pass 21 Aug (RM) and 200 at Washington Pass 12 Aug (B. Levine).
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The Winter Season, 2007-2008

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow
David Irons
Bill Tweit

The weather was average in temperature. The season began wet, with December bringing 25% above-normal precipitation, January was near the mean, and February was relatively dry, with 70% normal precipitation. This season had a distinct avian theme: birds that were once very rare or of limited range during winter 20 years ago are now far more regular or widespread. Among the species are Cackling Goose, Trumpeter Swan, Cinnamon Teal, Brown Pelican, American Bittern, Great Egret, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Sora, Pacific Golden-Plover, Lesser Yellowlegs, Spotted Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, Williamson's Sapsucker, Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Western Bluebird, American Pipit, Yellow Warbler, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, Western Tanager, American Tree Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Brown-headed Cowbird, and Bullock's Oriole. Added to this list are birds that have been showing an ongoing year-round range expansion in the Region, including Wild Turkey, Red-shouldered Hawk, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Anna's Hummingbird, Black Phoebe, Western Scrub-Jay, Tricolored Blackbird, and Lesser Goldfinch. The trend of less-hardy species increasing in numbers or range is rather dramatically illustrated, exceptions such as Trumpeter Swan and American Tree Sparrow notwithstanding.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
The winter was unremarkable for Emperor Geese, with one near Reedsport, Douglas 17 Dec+ (RN), another found dead at Hammond, Clatsop 20 Dec (TG), and 2 near South Bend, Pacific 15 Jan-3 Feb (CW). The Snow Goose flock wintering at Fir I., Skagit and near Stanwood, Snohomish contained at least 9 blue morphs (4 ads., 5 imms.), the highest winter tally to date (SM, TA, RM). Far rarer was a blue morph that wintered at Sauvie I., likely the same individual there this past fall (m.ob.). An imm. Ross's Goose x Snow Goose hybrid hid among the Snow Goose hordes at Fir I. 24 Feb (ph. SM). This season's 8 west-side Ross's Geese were unremarkable but included a very rare winter coastal bird at Tillamook 25 Jan (M. Simper). Cackling Geese of the subspecies minima were again found in e. Washington: 3 at Moses L. 16 Dec may well have been southbound stragglers (DS), while 24 distributed among at four Columbia Basin locations 17-23 Feb were likely northbound migrants (SM, DI, DS). The wintering range of Cackling Geese at Puget Trough continues to move northward, with 70+ wintering in Snohomish for the 2nd consecutive winter. The Snohomish flock contained 72 taverneri and 2 minima 2 Feb (SM). Five Dusky Canada Geese near Sylvana, Snohomish 26 Jan were well n. of their winter range in sw. Washington and w. Oregon (SM). A Black Brant near Prineville 10-13 Jan, very rare on the eastside, was Crook’s first (S. Dougill, D. Fagen); on 

[image: ]This Swainson's Hawk wintered near Tangent, Linn County, Oregon (here on the day of its discovery 23 December 2007). Photograph by Cheryl Whelchel

the westside, where still rare away from salt water, 2 visited Lane 26 Jan (DF, DI). An astounding 2,300 Trumpeter Swans were tallied in w. Skagit 24 Feb (SM, DI, BSW), eclipsing the Washington record of 1515 set in Feb 2005. Trumpeters are also becoming more widespread and numerous in the Willamette Valley, with reports in five counties this season. A Bewick's Swan at Conway, Skagit 24 Feb-8 Mar was about the 9th for Washington (†SM, ph. BSW, DI)—most reports have been in Skagit during the past five years, raising the distinct possibility that this was a returning bird.
	A Wood Duck x Mallard hybrid at Portland all season (ph. C. Tumer) is not without precedent (McCarthy 2006; Handbook of Avian Hybrids of the World). An astounding concentration of waterfowl at Lummi Bay, Whatcom 8 Dec included approximately 80,000 each American Wigeon and Northern Pintail (SM, R. Fuller); these totals represent about 12% and 4% of the entire Pacific Flyway populations, respectively (2007 Pacific Flyway Data Book, U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service). A concentration of 300 Eurasian Wigeons at the head of Padilla Bay, Skagit 24 Feb nearly doubled the previous Regional record (SM, DI, BSW). Four Eurasian Wigeons on the eastside this winter was about half the normal number. The Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon hybrid returned to Clarkston, Asotin 22 Dec (K. Carlson). A Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal hybrid, nearly annual in the Region, was near Brownsmead, Clatsop 16 Feb (B. Sundstrom). A remarkable 3 Blue-winged Teal visited Oregon this winter: singles at Svenson I., Clatsop 1 Jan (MP), Coquille, Coos 27 Jan (TR), and Eugene 30 Jan (DI, L. McQueen). Eighteen Cinnamon Teal at Everett 3 Jan was utterly unprecedented for n. Washington (SM, D. Paulson); consider that 20 years prior, all of Washington's C.B.C.s combined yielded only 10 Cinnamons. Oregon's 2nd Baikal Teal was shot by a hunter at Fern Ridge Res., Lane 31 Dec (ph. DF); Oregon's other record was also
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Despite pelting rain and high wind, this juvenile Ruff remained faithful to a small puddle near Stanwood, Snohomish County, Washington 1-11 (here 1) December 2007. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow

shot by a hunter in nearby Benton in Jan 1974. Baikal Teal suffered substantial population declines, with a nadir of approximately 30,000 birds, during the 1980s (Moores 2005 in: Ducks, Geese, and Swans), but recovery efforts have led to a dramatic population rebound, with 500,000 estimated during winter 2004 (Delany and Scott 2006, Waterbird Population Estimates). A goodly 13 Eurasian Teal and 9 Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal hybrids were noted, all on the westside. A Ring-necked Duck x Lesser Scaup hybrid inhabited Warm Beach, Snohomish 15 Dec-1 Jan (ph. SM); almost unknown 10 years ago, hybrids between Ring-necked Ducks and scaup are now found regularly in the Region. A Tufted Duck x scaup hybrid near John Day Dam 3-29 Dec (G. Fredericks, ph. CM) was likely the same bird first found there in Nov 2003. Eastern Washington's 12th Tufted Duck graced Desert Aire, Grant 23 Feb (SM, DI, DS). At least 13 Long-tailed Ducks visited the eastside this winter, with a stunning 9 near Vantage 26 Jan (SDs). The only interior westside Long-tailed enlivened Brownsville, Linn 26 Dec-6 Jan (B. Combs). A Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrid showed up at Seattle 9 Jan (†A. Wuenschel); this cross too is now found annually yet was nearly unheard of 10 years ago. Considerably rarer, hybrids of Common Goldeneye x Bufflehead were near Richland 8 Dec (ph. J. Abel) and at Wenatchee 5 Feb (ph. T. Pieper); the latter bird was almost certainly the same bird first located at Wenatchee during Dec 2001.
	A surprising 56 Sharp-tailed Grouse were encountered at Scotch Creek, Okanogan 16 Jan (TA). Wild Turkeys continue to conquer e. Washington, with groups at Stratford and Gloyd Seeps demonstrating colonization s. well into Grant (DS). A Red-throated Loon brightened Richland 5 Jan (NL, BL, G. McWethy), and 4 were in the Willamette Valley away from the Columbia R. 30 Dec-4 Jan; these extremely unusual reports followed an exceptionally good fall season. An extraordinarily cooperative Arctic Loon, Oregon's 3rd, inhabited Brownsmead, Clatsop 9 Dec+ (ph. M. Patterson). In Washington, Arctic Loons graced Blaine, Whatcom 7 Feb (BS) and Point No Point, Kitsap 15 Feb (VN), about the 5th and 6th for Washington. (The Arctic Loon reported in Douglas during winter 2006-2007 was considered inadequately documented by the Washington B.R.C.) Twelve Pacific Loons were detected on the eastside, including 9 after Dec, when not annual. A goodly 10 Yellow-billed Loons adorned the Region, including a very rare eastside bird at Pateros, Okanogan 7 Dec (†M. Spencer, R. Hendrick), the Willamette Valley's 2nd ever at Dexter Res., Lane 12-16 Jan (DF), and a maximum of 4 between Dungeness Bay and Protection I. 17 Dec (CW, BLB). A gathering of 67 Pied-billed Grebes at L. Terrell, Whatcom 8 Dec likely set a Washington winter record (SM, R. Fuller). Five Clark's Grebes in w. Washington was near the norm.
	Lone Northern Fulmars passed Point No Point, Kitsap 5 Dec and 6 Feb (VN), and 2 were between Dungeness Bay and Protection I. 17 Dec (CW); fulmars are very rare in the Puget Trough. Barely annual in the Puget Trough, 2 Short-tailed Shearwaters passed Richmond Beach, King 4 Dec (RM), while others were between Dungeness Bay and Protection I. 17 Dec (CW, BLB) and off Bainbridge I., Kitsap 2 Feb (BSW). Single American White Pelicans at Portland 4 Dec-7 Jan (D. Helzer, E. Johnson), Baskett Slough, Polk 10 Jan+ (B. Tice), and Fern Ridge Res., Lane 21-29 Jan (D. Brown) were the first reported from the westside during winter since Jan 2005. Unusually large flocks of Brown Pelicans studded the entire Oregon coast, with 60 as far n. as Clatsop 4 Dec (D. Bailey). Unfortunately, winds exceeding 95 mph (150 kph) battered the Oregon coast 2-3 Dec, leaving dozens of injured and dead pelicans hanging from trees and strewn in the brush. Nonetheless, small numbers of pelicans persisted well into Jan in Lincoln, Coos, and Curry. In Washington, the only Brown Pelican graced Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor 29 Dec (CW, RTS). American Bitterns have rapidly gone from mega-rarity to nearly annual during winter in e. Washington; this winter, one enlivened Moses L. 9 Feb (DS). Eight Great Egrets were seen at four e. Washington locations this winter, a bit above recent averages; numbers in w. Washington remained high as well, with a maximum of 63 at Woodland, Cowlitz 29 Dec (R. Koppendrayer). Turkey Vultures seem to be quietly extending their winter range into our Region. Likely unprecedented were several sightings in nw. Washington through the end of Dec (fide D. MacRae); equally unusual was one eastside at Sisters, Deschutes 5 Jan (S. Shunk). Turkey Vultures again wintered around Eugene; with 8 there all season (B. Evans). Early northbound vultures were also evident, with one at Prineville 14 Feb that was about five weeks early for e. Oregon (N. MacDonald), plus likely migrants at five Willamette Valley locations during Jan.
	An Osprey, now nearly annual during winter in Washington, visited Marymoor Park, King 6 Dec (M. Hobbs). Three Red-shouldered Hawks were reported in sw. Washington, but in nw. Washington, where still very rare, singles wintered at Kent (m.ob.) and were near LaConner, Skagit 11-12 Feb (B. Sundstrom). Another Red-shouldered at Summer L. 18 Dec yielded a very rare e. Oregon winter report.
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This Slaty-backed Gull at Ocean Shores on 29 December 2007 was one of three in Washington in winter 2007-2008, bringing that state to 14 records in total. Photograph by Ryan T. Shaw

Oregon's 4th winter Swainson's Hawk was near Tangent, Linn 23 Dec+ (ph. C. Whelchel); five of the Region's seven winter reports are from the past four years. Single Ferruginous Hawks, not annual during winter in Washington, inhabited Wilson Creek, Grant 9 Dec (R. Friesz) and Touchet, Walla Walla 2 Feb (MMD). The status of Black Merlin 
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Over the past decade, Lesser Black-backed Gulls have become annual visitors to eastern Washington. Some sightings, however, are surely of returning birds, and the total number of birds involved in these remains unknown. Otherwise, this species has only been definitively identified twice in Oregon or Washington: once in Lane County, Oregon and once in Clallam County, Washington. This cooperative Lesser Black-backed Gull inhabited Richland, Benton County, Washington 3-22 (here 21) January 2008. Photograph by Keith Brady.

(subspecies suckleyi) on the eastside is poorly understood, so one at Walla Walla 15 Dec was of note (MMD). A Prairie Falcon at Samish Flats, Skagit 2 Dec-2 Jan was the only one seen in w. Washington (K. Brown). Four Prairies in w. Oregon was also subpar but included a very rare outer coast bird wintering at Brownsmead, Clatsop (S. Maulding, D. Schrouder). The 8 Gyrfalcons detected in Washington was a bit below average, and none were confirmed in Oregon for the first time in more than 10 years. A Sora at Bingen, Klickitat 27 Jan was on the eastside, where still very rare during winter (SJ). Single Soras at Ocean Shores 7 Jan (T. O'Brien) and near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum (K. Knittle, M. Breece) were in w. Washington, where now annual during winter. A stunning 25,525 American Coots occupied Priest Rapids Pool 9 Dec (RH). A Sandhill Crane was near Potholes Res. 12 Jan (DS), and 2 lingered at Summer L. through 18 Dec (S. Dougill, D. Hale, H. Horvath); during winter, Sandhills are exceptionally rare in e. Washington and not annual in e. Oregon.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
For the 3rd consecutive winter, a Pacific Golden-Plover (juv.) was found at Samish Flats, Skagit 5 Dec+ (RM), about the 8th winter report for Washington. A Mountain Plover near Harrisburg, Linn (ph. M. Nikas) and 2 at the New R. mouth, Coos 24 Jan-17 Feb (TR, ph. RN) added to 10 previous Oregon reports; the Region has now hosted 20 Mountain Plovers, all but one on the westside, and most during Nov—Mar. A gathering of 52 Greater Yellowlegs at Warm Beach, Snohomish 23 Dec was unprecedented for n. Washington (SM). Part of Washington's "now-annual-during-winter club" is Lesser Yellowlegs, evidenced this winter by singles at Warm Beach 23 Dec-2 Feb (SM) and South Bend, Pacific 15 Jan (CW); surprisingly, a Lesser at Coos Bay 16 Dec was the only one in Oregon (RN, J. Fontaine). A Willet, likely a returning bird, inhabited Totten Inlet, Mason 4-15 Dec (J. Buchanan); Willets are extremely rare during winter away from the outer coast. A Wandering Tattler, not annual during winter in Oregon, was near Florence, Lane 8 Feb (DI). A Spotted Sandpiper wintered at Ice Harbor Dam (MMD), and another visited Priest Rapids Dam, Yakima 19 Jan (AS); now nearly annual on the eastside, this species was unreported there prior to 1996. A Long-billed Curlew at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 17 Dec (EH), and likely the same bird at nearby Port Washington 10 Feb (BSW, DD, SM), furnished the first winter sightings away from the outer coast since Dec 2000. A Marbled Godwit, rare but annual away from the outer coast, was also at Port Washington 10 Feb (BSW, DD, SM). A Washington winter record 352 Least Sandpipers inhabited Grayland Beach, Pacific 20 Feb (J. Buchanan), while 53 at Crockett L., Island 25 Dec were exceptional for an inland site (SM, RTS), and a goodly 14 were seen on the eastside, with 10 at Richland 5 Dec (NL) and 4 at Walla Walla R. Delta, Walla Walla 23 Feb (MMD). A tally of 100 Dunlins at Walla Walla R. Delta 15 Jan was superb for winter on the eastside (BW). Washington's 2nd winter Ruff was near Stanwood, Snohomish 1-11 Dec (ph. SM, M. Axel-son). Six Long-billed Dowitchers, increasingly regular during winter on the eastside, visited Moses L. 15 Dec (DS). Rare in the Puget Trough, a Red Phalarope drifted off Bainbridge I., Kitsap 15 Jan (BSW).
	The eastside's first Black-headed Gull brightened Electric City, Grant 29 Dec-5 Jan (ph. AS); even Bonaparte's Gulls are rare in e. Washington during midwinter. A count of 400 Thayer's Gull at Tukwila, King 30 Jan was exceptional for midwinter (C. Cox). A Lesser Black-backed Gull at Richland 3-22 Jan (BL, NL) wandered to Walla Walla R. Delta 2 Jan (MMD); another ad. was near Grand Coulee Dam, Grant 30 Jan (†L. Schreiner, V. Glick). Lesser Black-backeds have been found annually in e. Washington since 1998, although the total number of individuals involved is unclear. Different Slaty-backed Gulls visited Renton 23 (CW) & 28 Dec (RM), and another graced Ocean Shores 29 Dec (RTS, CW), adding to 11 prior Washington reports. It was another outstanding winter for Glaucous Gulls, with 33 in Washington and 15 in Oregon. Unlike this past year, numbers were not heavily weighted toward the westside, but like this past year, most were detected after Dec. Clearly lost and confused was the Black-legged Kittiwake at a small duck pond 130 km inland at Roseburg 5 Jan (J. Hein), whereas one visiting Vashon I., King 3 Dec was in the Puget Trough, where rare but annual (D. Willsie). First observed in flight, Washington's 2nd Ivory Gull was pursued through Richland 20 Jan until it landed (ph. BSW); Washington's first was in Grays Harbor during Dec 1975, and there are fewer than 10 reports for w. North America s. of Alaska. The Region's first Black Skimmer stopped briefly on a beach near the Pistol R., Curry 26 Jan (†B. Hunter); given two recent reports in Humboldt, CA, this species was expected to occur in Oregon. A Cassin's Anklet, very rare in the Puget Trough, was off Bainbridge I. 24 Dec (BSW).
	Double-digit numbers of Eurasian Collared-Doves are now being reported from all quadrants of our Region, with a new westside maximum of 31 found wintering at Brookings, Curry (D. Munson). Approximately 8 Snowy Owls in Washington and 3 in Oregon represented a fairly typical "non-irruption" winter. Four Burrowing Owls in e. Washington and 3 in w. Oregon were about par for winter. A Northern Hawk Owl, now annual in Washington, was near Coulee Dam, Grant 16 Jan (R. Louderback). Single Anna's Hummingbirds survived the harsh eastside winter at Bend (D. Tracy) and College Place, Walla Walla (MMD). This winter's Costa's Hummingbird remained at Bend through 21 Jan (DT); Bend is at 1200 m elevation. Rufous Hummingbirds are now arriving about two weeks earlier than 10 years ago, with numerous reports in both states during mid-Feb. More interesting was a female Rufous/Allen's at Seattle 27 Jan (A. Knue); as the first Selasphorus of the spring are almost entirely males, this bird may well have wintered nearby, a very rare event. The sole w. Oregon Lewis's Woodpecker enriched Finley 7 Jan (N. Strycker). For the 7th consecutive winter, a Williamson's Sapsucker appeared in Washington, with one near Mount Spokane 3-31 Jan (J. Christensen); notably, Washington had one winter report prior to 1998. A Red-breasted Sapsucker, rare e. of the Cascades, visited Hines, Harney 19 Jan (L. Hammond).
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SA The challenges of sapsucker Identification—lamely the result of hybridization—remain underestimated by many of the Region's birders. This season, westside sapsuckers at Warrenton, Clatsop 16 Dec and Dexter Res., Lane 13 Jan were “accepted” by local birders as Red-napeds until Craig Turner questioned the identification of the Lane bird. Photographs of both birds showed red feathering extending through the black “throat frame” into the white malars and below the black breast band. Additionally, red feathers were scattered through the auriculars and into the very narrow supercilium. These features should not be present on a “pure” Red-naped Sapsucker (Johnson and Johnson, Auk 105: 1-15). Given that hybridization is not rare in the Cascades, the Region’s observers should carefully scrutinize all sapsuckers, extralimital or otherwise.

PASSERINES
Two Say's Phoebes, rare during midwinter in e. Washington, were near Touchet, Walla Walla 1 Jan (MMD); a goodly 8 Says were found in w. Oregon, including 4 that wintered at Cape Blanco (T. J. Wahl, TR). Blue Jays showed poorly, with singles at Walla Walla 20 Dec (MMD), Bend in mid-Dec and 15 Jan (S. Doran), and Cleveland, Klickitat 26 Nov-2 Mar (fide SDs). The only extralimital Western Scrub-Jays were 2 long-staying birds at Prosser, Benton through 6 Jan (M. Livingston); 4 scrub-jays at Yakima 3 Dec now appear to be resident (DG). A Clark's Nutcracker at Spokane 23 Feb (J. Corder, CC) had strayed from its montane haunts. Lingering Tree Swallows are starting to overlap with early arrivals in w. Oregon, and this species seems destined to be a regular part of the winter avifauna there; among numerous scattered reports in w. Oregon, the most notable were 6 wintering at Myrtle Pt., Coos (M. Wihler, TR) and 5 at Seal Rock, Lincoln 18 Dec-20 Jan (L. Osis, R. Cheek). A Violet-green Swallow at Nisqually, Thurston 7 Dec was about six weeks late (P. Kelley). Washington's 3rd winter-season Northern Rough-winged Swallow graced Marymoor Park, King 21 Feb (M. Hobbs, ph. O. Oliver, ph. S. Ramos). An early pulse of Barn Swallows again entered the Region, although but a shadow of the early flights seen during 2002-2006. In w. Oregon, the pulse passed in late Jan, with 30 birds at six locations, while 4 birds were reported at three locations in w. Washington in mid-Feb. Interestingly, there were essentially no reports after the first wave of sightings. Associated with this westside incursion was a very rare eastside Barn Swallow at Upper Klamath L. 19 Jan (W, Stone). At the season's other end, a single Barn near Rexville, Skagit 1 Dec was a month tardy (J. Brady-Power).
	A Sedge Wren at Wilson W.M.A., Benton 49 Jan (WDR), less than 15 km from where the same observer found one this past winter, furnished the 3rd report for Oregon and the Region. Western Bluebirds are apparently becoming part of w. Washington's winter avifauna, with 35 reported at six locations. Similarly, they are increasing in e. Washington, with 27 reported at seven locations prior to the arrival of spring migrants in Feb. Mountain Bluebirds, irregular during winter in Washington, and appeared in unprecedented numbers. Westside singles in Clark, King, and Whatcom during Dec were unusual enough, but 40 near Mary-hill, Klickitat in e. Washington 29 Dec (fide SJ) superseded any prior mid-winter count, and 11 at Bennington L., Walla Walla 21 Dec were also exceptional (MMD). In w Oregon, one was along the Benton/Polk border 28-29 Jan (RG). A Townsend's Solitaire, very rare on the outer coast, enlivened Ocean Shores 29 Dec (fide T. O'Brien). A stunning 58,400 American Robins inhabited Naches, Yakima 23 Feb (SDs). There were only 4 Northern Mockingbirds this winter, 3 in w. Oregon and one that wintered at Terrebonne, Deschutes (R. Jackson). A flock of 56 American Pipits in n. Sherman 19 Feb (SJ) was exceptional for winter on the eastside. Bohemian Waxwings have become very rare in w. Washington and casual in w. Oregon over the past 20 years, so 44 in sw. Oregon near Pilot Rock, Jackson 12 Jan (F Lospalluto) was astonishing; westside singles also inhabited Seattle 2 Jan+ (R. Hibpshman) and Duvall, King 17 Feb (O. Oliver). On the eastside, 26 Bohemians at Page Springs, Harney 12 Jan (NS) and 14 at Summer L. 8 Dec (P. Christensen) were well s. of their usual range.
	A Yellow Warbler at Tillamook 31 Dec (ph. P. French) was the Region's 7th in the past 10 years. Nearly as rare was a Black-throated Gray Warbler at Sauvie I. 5 Dec (C. Warren). A Palm Warbler, rare away from the outer coast was near Stanwood, Snohomish 20 Dec (SM, RM). A Black-and-white Warbler at North Bend, Coos 20 Feb (B. Griffin) furnished the Region's 5th winter report in the past 10 years. A Common Yellowthroat, not quite annual in Washington after Dec, was at Ridgefield 19-26 Jan (BF); oddly, the only yellowthroat in Oregon was at Finley N.W.R., Benton 6 Jan (NS). Another species now annual in winter is Wilson's Warbler, with this season's bird visiting Carnation, King 8 Dec (M. Flint). Similarly, Western Tanager has now appeared in the Region during 10 consecutive winters, with one at Grants Pass 16 Dec (Phil Hicks).
	American Tree Sparrows have become annual in w. Oregon; this winter, there were 4, with one as far s. as North Spit Coos Bay, Coos (TR). Three Chipping Sparrows this winter represented a return to normal, with one at Corvallis 18 Dec (R. P. Moore) and 2 near Perrydale, Polk 3 Feb (C. Karlen, P. Sullivan). Four Clay-colored Sparrows in w. Oregon was about average for winter. Concentrations of 20 Savannah Sparrows near Corfu, Grant 5 Jan (RH) and 25 near Lowden, Walla Walla 3 Feb (MMD) were exceptional for winter in e. Washington, where they have shown a steadily increasing presence during winter. A Red Fox Sparrow (subspecies group iliaca) wintered at Gold Beach, Curry (†TR), and another visited Tillamook 14 Dec (J. Harding); birds of this group are rare but annual in the Region. A Slate-colored Fox Sparrow (subspecies schistacea) enlivened Dugualla Bay, Island 25 Dec (†SM, RTS, T. Norris); this subspecies is very rare in Washington during winter and rare w. of the Cascades at any time. 

[image: ]
After an eight-year hiatus, Black-headed Gulls now have appeared during two consecutive winters in Washington. This bird, which visited Electric City, Grant County 29 December 2007 through 5 (here 3) January 2008, furnished the state's seventeenth record and the first for eastern Washington. Photograph by Tom Munson.

S.A. Every winter, a scattering of dull grayish Orange-crowned Warblers are noted on the westside, and these birds have long been assumed to be V. c. orestera. However, the known wintering ranges of orestera and nominate celata are poorly understood, as is their identification. Given the biogeography of species/superspecies with similarly distributed sub-species/species (e.g., White-crowned Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, sapsuckers), it would seem likely that some (many?) of these grayish birds are actually V. c. celata. Indeed, an Orange-crowned at Utsalady Bay, Island 18 Feb seemed typical of the nominate subspecies (SM, E. Stoccardo). Further study of specimens and birds caught by banders clearly is needed.
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Only 8 Swamp Sparrows were found this winter, with 6 in w. Oregon and 2 in w. Washington; this dismal total is well below the recent norm of about 30 per winter. The Region's tally of 15 Harris's Sparrows was about 75% of the recent norm. A White-crowned Sparrow was along lower Crab Cr., Grant 23 Feb (SM, DI); winter reports from the eastside are few, though pugetensis likely winters there annually. Hybrids of Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow were again detected, with a possible returning bird along Mounts Rd., Pierce 12 Jan (CW, BT) and singles at Kent, King 10 Feb (CW, J. Barry) and Skagit W.M.A. 15 Dec (SM). Dark-eyed Juncos, always common, were unusually abundant, exemplified by 904 at Eugene 30 Dec (DI). A Pheucticus grosbeak at Olympia 16 Jan yielded only the 7th winter report for the genus in Washington (†R. Baird); prior reports consist of 3 Black-headeds, 2 Rose-breasteds, and one not identifiable to species. A Black-headed Grosbeak adorned Springfield, Lane 6 Dec (ph. M. Higgins); there are fewer than 10 Oregon winter reports.
	At least 10 Tricolored Blackbirds wintered at Othello, Adams, their usual Washington winter haunt (RH), while one near Lowden, Walla Walla 26 Jan was at a new location (MMD). Five Yellow-headed Blackbirds were found at four Puget Trough/Willamette Valley sites, where not annual during winter. A huge blackbird flock near Othello 28 Dec contained a Washington-record 5000 Yellow-headed Blackbirds and a record-tying 15,000 Red-winged Blackbirds (RH). Single Bullock's Orioles near Sequim, Clallam 9-10 Dec (D. Myers) and at Westport 29-30 Dec added to 11 prior Washington winter reports.
	A tally of 91 Purple Finches at Skagit W.M.A. 15 Dec eclipsed Washington's prior high count (SM), while a Purple at North Richland through Jan (BW) was in far e. Washington, where rare. Cassin's Finches were unusually common along and near the Cascade crest in Washington, with maxima of 100 at Steven's Pass 3 Jan (RM) and 40 at Trout L., Klickitat 15 Dec (K. Hadley, D. P Anderson). Interestingly, almost none wandered farther westward, represented only by singles at Portland 8 Dec (A. Frank) and Rockport, Skagit 25 Jan (J. Alt). White-winged Crossbills swarmed across n. Washington highlands, with a maximum of 150 at Stevens Pass 21 Feb (RM). Notably, a pair was seen carrying nesting material there 23 Feb (S. Schick, M. Fleming); Washington has no confirmed breeding reports of this species. Three White-wingeds near McKenzie Bridge, Lane 26 Feb were the only ones found in Oregon (C&MM). Common Redpolls were numerous in e. Washington w. to the Cascade crest, where 120 were encountered at Stevens Pass 21 Feb (RM). Two well-documented Hoary Redpolls visited Muskrat L., Okanogan 24 Dec, furnishing the Region's first report in six years (S. Schlick, M. Fleming). Lesser Goldfinch numbers seem to be rapidly increasing. At the nw. edge of their range, 50 at Portland 6 Feb would have been unthinkable 25 years ago (S. Reams). In e. Washington, this species was confined to Klickitat until about 10 years ago, but vagrants this winter included singles at two Yakima sites (DG), 10 near Asotin 12 Jan (T. Gray), 10 more at Nisqually John Canyon, Asotin 17 Jan (T. Gray), and one at Richland 26 Jan (R. Johnson). Evening Grosbeaks continued to be numerous in the n. Cascades, with 350 at Stevens Pass 3 Jan (RM).

Addendum: The Oregon B.R.C. was presented with superb photographic and artistic renderings of a Jack Snipe shot by a hunter, Greg Stender, near Florence, Lane 16 Nov 2007. More extraordinary was that Stender had shot and similarly documented a previous Jack Snipe at this location 20 Oct 2004. Both records have been accepted by the Oregon B.R.C. The five antecedent North American records are of singles in Washington in Sep, one in n. California late Nov—early Dec, two at St. Paul I., Alaska during spring, and Newfoundland in Dec.

	Contributors cited (subregional editors in boldface): Tom Aversa (Washington), Range Bayer (Lincoln), Craig Corder (Spokane), Mike & MerryLynn Denny (M&MD), Scott Downes (SDs), Dennis Duffy, Daniel Farrar, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Polk, Marion), Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Troy Guy, Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, Ryan Merrill, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson), Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Clarence and Marilyn O'Leary (Grant, OR), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), W. Doug Robinson (Benton, Linn, Marion), Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Doug Schonewald, Ryan T. Shaw, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Noah Strycker, David Tracey, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Brad Waggoner (BSW), Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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Spring Migration, 2008

Oregon/Washington Region 

David Irons
Douglas Schonewald
Brad Waggoner
Bill Tweit

The weather offered something for everyone. Eugene, Oregon reached record-high temperatures of 85° F on 12 Apr. On the following Saturday, its residents woke to 5-10 cm of snow. In general, however, it was a cold spring, with heavy snow cover persisting at mid-elevations (6001200 m) through the season. Delayed foliation at higher elevations likely caused the accretion of upslope breeders in the lowlands after their arrival via lowland routes. Exceptional pelagic coverage uncovered several fantastic rarities, including one species new to the Region. Strong easterlies blew across the western portions of the Region, producing interesting fallouts and passerine mortality along the coast.

Abbreviations: Baskett Slough (Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk), Fern Ridge (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), Lower Klamath (Lower Klamath N.W.R., Klamath), North Spit (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos), Ocean Shores (Grays Harbor); Pt. No Pt. (Point No Point, Kitsap).

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
Greater White-fronted Geese movements through w. Oregon were more protracted and conspicuous than normal; the maximum was 3500 flying past Yaquina Bay 3 May (NS), and the latest were one at Othello, Adams 26 May (RH) and 10 at Sauvie I. 28 May (AF, WG). The season's 4 Emperor Geese included 3 winter holdovers during Mar and a late bird that appeared briefly near Florence, Lane 15 May (ph. J. Little). Large numbers of Snow Geese tarried again in the Puget Trough; 4000 were at Port Susan Bay, Snohomish 8 May (SM), with 75 there 21 May (TA). All 4 west-side Blue Geese were in Skagit during Apr (SM, RM). As recently as 2003, there were fewer than 20 reports of Blue Geese in Washington; the recent flurry of reports corresponds with the start of breeding (1995) by this morph in the Snow Goose colony at Wrangel I. in the Russian Far East. Although more expected in the Great Basin, 10 Blues at Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake 10 Mar (PS) furnished an excellent count for se. Oregon. Only 3 Ross's Geese strayed to the westside, which has averaged 5+ over the past five years. One at Gold Beach 1 Mar (DM) was Curry's 2nd. A Ross's at Burns 25 May was nearly a month late (SS). The Region's 4th and 5th blue-morph Ross's Geese enlivened Burns, Harney 14 Mar (J. Carlson) and were near the site where 2 were observed in Apr 2006. A Barnacle Goose that flew northward past Edmonds, Snohomish during mid-Apr (DD) and the Red-breasted Goose consorting with Cackling Geese near Amity, Yamhill 25 Mar (M. Alex) were presumed escapees. A stunning 35,100 Cackling Geese passed the mouth of Willapa Bay, Pacific 27 Apr. At least 95% of these birds were B. h. minima (BSW, SM), representing approximately 23% of that subspecies' total population (U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2007); although wintering and breeding ranges of minima and B. h. taverneri overlap considerably, they rarely migrate in mixed flocks. The floating carcasses of more than a 1000 Tundra Swans—victims of avian botulism—littered Lower Klamath during early Mar (DI). Late eastside swans included an unidentified 
[image: ]
This male Baikal Teal, which visited Columbia National Wildlife Refuge 30 May 2008, was the Region's sixth and the third in the past four years. It represents the first spring record and was also the first east of the Cascades. Photograph by Randy Hill

pair at Dry Falls L., Grant 20 May (RFr), 2 Tundras near Burns 26 May (m.ob.), and 2 Trumpeters at Moses L. 24 May (DSc).
	Eurasian Wigeon numbers continued their dramatic increase on the eastside. From 2000 through
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Several theories were proffered regarding the parentage of this Mallard hybrid at Spokane, Washington on 3 April 2008. Ultimately, the bill color led most who viewed this image to believe a wigeon was the mystery parent. Photograph by Ron Dexter

2005, the eastside generated about 18 Eurasians per spring, more than doubling 1990s tallies, while the last three years have produced nearly 40 per season. Eastern Washington's 32 Eurasians fell just two shy of the record spring tally (2006), while most of e. Oregon's 20+ Eurasians came from favored Lower Klamath. These spring migrants occur mostly early Mar—mid-Apr. Washington hosted 3 of the 4 eastside Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon hybrids reported. A male American Black Duck at Port Susan Bay 4 May (†SM) was likely the same individual seen at nearby Stanwood in Nov 2007; aside from a failed introduction at Everett, there are just six credible reports for Washington. An American Black Duck x Mallard hybrid at Everett 5 Apr demonstrates that black duck genes persist in that area even though no "pure" American Black Ducks have been documented there since 1999. This season's roster of hybrid dabblers was extensive, particularly in Washington. A Mallard x Northern Pintail hybrid at Snohomish 13 Mar (DD) was somewhat expected, as this cross is nearly annual in the Region, while a Northern Pintail x American Wigeon hybrid there 9 Mar (SM, RM ph., JP) is apparently the Region's first. All 3 Cinnamon Teal x Blue-winged Teal hybrids were in Washington, as were 6 of the 7 Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal inter-grades. Eighteen Eurasian Teal nearly doubled the recent norm. Singles at Othello, Adams 9 Apr (RH) and near Kittitas 25 May (DSw) were on the eastside, where they were nearly unknown a decade ago but are now annual. Perhaps we shouldn't be surprised that the Region's 6th Baikal Teal appeared at Columbia N.W.R. 30 May (ph. RH); this species has occurred in the Region three of the past four years, and the Columbia Basin has hosted several Asian strays in recent years, including a Black-tailed Gull 10km away in May 2007. The teal’s quick disappearance (suggesting it was a northbound migrant), combined with the recent uptick in North American reports, lend support to the notion that it was a vagrant: previously accepted Regional reports have all occurred during Dec—Mar. Three Tufted Ducks graced the Region, including a bird returning for its 3rd year to Fern Ridge 16 Mar (D. & A. Heyerly). The Tufted first detected in Feb amidst the carpet of Aythya at Priest Rapids Pool was seen in both Grant and Yakima, until 13 Apr (ASt, ESt); it furnished Yakima's first. Given the lowland location, two pairs of Harlequin Ducks at Sprague L., Lincoln 16 May (RH) were likely still headed to inland breeding sites. Two White-winged Scoters were at Priest Rapids Pool 20 Apr (ASt, ESt). Although annual during fall, these are just the 8th and 9th spring birds for e. Washington. Four eastside Long-tailed Ducks 5 Mar-17 May were all in Washington, which gets far more reports than e. Oregon.
	Wild Turkeys continue to expand their range westward and southward into the Columbia Basin, as evidenced by flocks found in Grant of 14 at Northrup Canyon 6 Apr (DSc, BSc), 5 at Coulee City 6 Apr (DSc, BSc), and 3 near Moses L. 4 May (DSc, BSc). Twelve Red-throated Loons at Vancouver L, Clark 12 Mar (WC) provided an exceptional inland tally; their appearance was likely related to the unprecedented numbers that wintered along the nearby Columbia River. Six eastside Pacific Loons were along the Columbia R. between the Priest Rapids Dam, Grant and John Day Dam, Sherman until 18 May; prior to this past decade, this species was not annual on the eastside during spring. Peak flights of Pacifics passed along the cen. Oregon coast (Lane and Lincoln) 21 Apr-7 May, producing counts of 2000-3500/hour and pulses of up to 200 birds/minute (DI, PP). This season's Yellow-billed Loon was at Port Townsend 7 May (B. Wilkerson). Western Washington hosted a paltry 3 Clark's Grebes, all during Mar, while Oregon's coastal reports were a meager 5.
	The season's superb offshore coverage substantially added to our knowledge of the Region’s spring pelagic birds. Reports from organized trips off Westport 26 Apr and 10 & 17 May, and off Newport 1 Mar (GG), were supplemented by data from NOAA research vessels that were in our waters 18-25 Mar (T. Guy), 2-19 Apr (TH, SMi, MS), and 2-3 May (TH, SMi). Observations from a cruise ship off Oregon 11 May (JGi, DI, OS, SW) rounded out excellent offshore coverage. Two first-year Short-tailed Albatrosses were found, one off Washington 6 Apr (TH, SMi) and the other 32 km off Gold Beach, Curry 19 Apr (ph. SMi, MS). Laysan Albatrosses were unusually numerous, with approximately 17 reported, including a maximum of 8 off Newport 1 Mar (GG) and a late bird off Curry 11 May (JGi, DI, OS, SW). Three Black-footed Albatrosses found dead at Cannon Beach, Clatsop included one banded at Oceania 6 Jun 2006 (L. Sheffield). Spring Pterodroma reports are infrequent, thus 12 Mottled Petrels off Oregon and 10 Murphy's Petrels (2 off Washington, 8 off Oregon) found by NOAA researchers 2-19 Apr (SMi et al.) added to our sparse knowledge; all of three gadfly petrels were 80 km+ offshore. Additionally, 6 Murphy's were 80-100 km off Oregon 11 May (JGi, DI, OS, SW). These findings suggest that Murphy's are likely regular in the Region during spring, mirroring the well-known pattern off California, where 120 were detected this season. Northern Fulmar numbers seemed normal offshore during Mar, but were far below normal later in the season. Two Flesh-footed Shearwaters were off Westport 17 May (BT). Manx Shearwaters, now expected during spring, showed well, with 8 reported.

[image: ]
This Red-billed Tropicbird photographed by a casual birder on a sailboat 40 kilometers west of Florence, Lane County, Oregon on 13 May 2008 was a first for the state and for the Oregon & Washington region. Photograph by Larry Hawley

NOAA researchers found 2 off sw. Washington 18 Mar (TG), and 3 were off Westport 26 Apr (†BT, R. Shaw). Oregon reports included one off Newport 1 Mar (†GG), and inshore singles passed Cape Arago, Coos 19 Apr (RN) and Boiler Bay 11 May (PP). Nearly unprecedented was a Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel found flying about Fern Ridge 30 May (DI); there were no weather events or other obvious explanations for this bird having wandered 80
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The darker mantle, more intense pink legs, paler and less angular bill, and smudginess around the pale eye helped differentiate this adult Slaty-backed Gull from the swarms of local Western Gulls at Devil's Elbow State Park, Lane County, Oregon 6 April 2008. Photograph by Craig Turner

km from the nearest salt water. Oregon's only other report more than a few km inland involved a carcass found in e. Curry's Siskiyou Mts. (Birds of Oregon, Marshall et al. 2003). Washington's 2nd Ashy Storm-Petrel was found offshore 6 Apr (†SMi).
	The bird of the season was the Region's first Red-billed Tropicbird 40 km w. of Florence 13 May (ph. L. Hawley). American White Pelicans are now barely newsworthy on the westside, particularly in the Willamette Valley, where dozens appear each spring. Twenty-four pelicans at Fern Ridge 16 May was this spring's maximum (Kit Larson). Fourteen on the coast at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 15 May (TA) were far less expected. Annual of late in the Puget Trough, single pelicans graced Stanwood, Snohomish 19 May (S. Atkinson) and Nisqually 28 May (P. Kelley). Reports of an unidentified frigatebird seen from various sites along the Columbia R (Multnomah and Skamania) 12-16 Apr (L. Withers, B. Russell et al.) were intriguing. The soaring bird was observed independently by several biologists—some of whom are keen birders—who were attending a conference at Stevenson, Skamania. The collective details and experience level of the observers leave little doubt that a frigatebird was seen, but the views were distant enough and brief enough that the species was undetermined. For the 3rd consecutive spring, a Glossy Ibis was identified in se. Oregon's Harney. This year's bird was s. of Burns 15 May (ph. OS).
	Still very rare in n. Washington, a Red-shouldered Hawk continued at LaConner, Skagit until 22 Mar (B. Sundstrom). Another Red-shouldered was at Ridgefield, where rare but annual 3 Mar (B. Bell). Swainson’s Hawks made a typical westside showing, with 2 in Oregon and 4 in Washington. The Washington birds included a surprising group of 3 passing Pt. No Pt. 17 May (BSW, D. Watkins), plus an even rarer coastal bird at Oysterville, Pacific 18 May (JGi); these reports came following two days of strong easterly winds. A Rough-legged Hawk migrating along Upper Klamath L. 17 May was a month tardy (DH). For the 4th consecutive spring, a Crested Caracara was documented in Oregon, with one at Frenchglen 26 Apr (ph. L Burman) that furnished the state’s 6th and the Region's first on the eastside. Increasingly detected in the Region, this season's Prairie Merlin (F. c. richardsoni) visited Seattle 24 Mar (K. McCormick). A Gyrfalcon hunting Samish Flats 6 Mar (B. Anderson) and another flying over Bend 25 Apr (T. Crabtree) were the only reports; the Region has averaged about 6 per spring of late.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
No explanation presents itself for the 358 Black-bellied Plovers that amassed at White L., Klamath 12 Apr (S. Nord); this tally more than tripled the prior eastside record. A single Black-bellied at Walla Walla River Delta, Walla Walla 17 May (M&MLD) was the only one from e. Washington, where this species is not quite annual during spring. The showing of golden-plovers was abysmal, with just one Pacific in Oregon, plus 3 Pacifics and one American in Washington. All four Pacifics were westside, including the single bird that continued at Samish Flats until 16 Mar (MBr). The lone American, at Tonasket, Okanogan 9 May (ph. G. Peterson), furnished just the 6th report of a northbound individual on the eastside. Nine Black-necked Stilts in w. Washington 23 Apr-9 May approximates recent norms. Four Stilts at Cape Meares, Tillamook (B. Matheson), were exceptional for the outer coast. American Avocets appeared in supranormal numbers on the west-side; 3 flew past Boiler Bay 6 May (PP), a first for this heavily covered site; one visited Crockett L., Island 19 May (SM, BSW); and the Willamette Valley hosted pairs of avocets at Turner, Marion 29 May and Fern Ridge 13 May+ (J. Hansen, SMa et al.). Washington logged nearly two-thirds of the 40 Solitary Sandpipers in the Region, but just 3 were detected on the eastside. This spring's top count of Whimbrels was 1000 at Cape Blanco 30 Apr (L. Miller), a location that has hosted large numbers previously. Seventeen Whimbrels at Sauvie I. 14 May represented one of the highest tallies ever in the Willamette Valley (WG), while one Whimbrel at Malheur 31 May (JV, MC) was on the eastside, where not annual. Rare away from the coast in w. Washington, 2 Long-billed Curlews enlivened

SA A year ago, this column chronicled an “irruption” of White-faced Ibis that pales in comparison to this spring's incursion. Approximately 200, perhaps many more, passed through w. Oregon 15-26 May. This event commenced modestly on 15 May, when 24 appeared at Bandon, Coos (K. Anderson) and 9 visited Fern Ridge (TJ). Over the next two days, flocks of 33 (16 May) and then 80 (17 May) turned up at Coos Bay (TR, RN, J. Sullivan, L. Johnson). Farther n. in Lincoln flocks of 35 and 44 passed just offshore at Yachats (B. Lockett) and Yaquina Head (WH) 19 May. While plausible that these sightings might be attributed to one large group, it seems likely that at least 100 White-faced Ibis moved northward along the outer coast 15-19 May. In the Willamette Valley, 27 White-faced were near Harrisburg, Linn 16 May (J. Jabousek), and the Fern Ridge flock had grown to 24 (K. Larsen). Additional flocks of 7-27 birds in the Willamette Valley pushed the tally there to no fewer than 98 birds during this 12-day span. Past irruptions, including the 2007 edition, were attributed to drought, likely not the case in this year of abundant snowpack and heavy runoff. It appears more likely that the rapidly expanding Great Basin population is prospecting new areas. Incredibly, this invasion was confined to Oregon, with the lone w Washington ibis near L. Sammamish, King 17-19 May (M. Saint Clair).
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This female Northern Parula, found 4 May 2008 at Baker Beach just north of Florence, Lane County, Oregon, is among the earliest ever northbound birds recoded in the Oregon & Washington Region. Photograph by James Little.

Samish Flats 12 Apr (GB). Five curlews passed through the Willamette Valley, where they are now annual, 10 Apr-13 May. Representing the Region's 12th northbound bird, a Hudsonian Godwit stopped at Ocean Shores 26 May (M. Carmody, ph. J. MacGregor). Marbled Godwits showed well on the eastside; flocks of 20 at Lower Klamath 24 Mar (RR), 35 at Hines, Harney 14 Apr (S. Dowlan), and 24 near Spokane 2 May (M. Woodruff) were exceptional. Less than annual inland, a Black Turnstone at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 14 May (T. Hammond) was that county's 4th. At first glance, the 3175 Red Knots at Grass Cr., Grays Harbor 12 May U. Buchanan) seem amazing; 20 years have passed since such numbers were noted. However, this site has not been surveyed since the mid-1980s and perhaps is regularly visited by large numbers of northbound knots. All but two of the season's 13 Semipalmated Sandpipers were in Washington, nearly doubling the recent Regional average and likely yielding a record spring tally. The lone eastside report, one at Redmond, Deschutes 15 May (SD), was in Oregon, where this species continues to be quite rare during spring. A Sanderling at Hood River 11 May (SJ) was on the eastside, where not annual in spring. Seventeen of the 18 Baird's Sandpipers reported came from Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla 10-14 May (M&MLD), providing Washington's highest spring tally in the past 10 years. The only westside Baird's was at Tualatin River N.W.R. 3 May (E. Knight). Generally rare during spring, Pectoral Sandpiper both states: one was at North Spit 16 May (TR), and 7 were at Port Susan Bay 21 May (TA).
	Oregon's 8th northbound Stilt Sandpiper, at Turner, Marion (†RG) 29 May, was the Region's first spring bird since 2005. Formerly extremely rare during spring, the Region has witnessed northbound Ruffs four years running. Singles enlivened Ocean Shores 29-30 Apr (TO, ph. RS) and LaConner, Skagit 5-7 May (J. Brady-Power, ph. RM). A hendersoni Short-billed Dowitcher was again detected on the westside, where first reported during spring 2007; a singleton was among a flock of expected caurinus Short-billeds at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 26 Apr (SM, ph. RM, BSW) the Region. Wilson's Phalaropes were unusually numerous in w Washington, highlighted by 39 near Stanwood, Snohomish 19 May (SM, BSW). The eastside passage of Red-necked Phalaropes was above average in both states, with flocks of 10-50 birds each at several sites. A flock of 250 Red-neckeds at Malheur 24 May (NS) was exceptional. An estimated 50,000 Red-neckeds streamed past Boiler Bay during a 4.75-hour seawatch 7 May (PP).
	Oregon produced record 21 westside Franklin’s Gulls, highlighted by a flock of 12 that flew past Brookings 4 May (DM) and 7 that passed Boiler Bay 5-7 May (PP). One at White City, Jackson 27 Apr (CK, PS) provided the sole interior westside report. On the east-side, a flock of 42 Franklin's at Hatfield L., Deschutes 10 May UM) was likely a record count away from breeding colonies. This season's Little Gull was, expectedly, amidst a modest feeding flock of Bonaparte's Gulls at Pt. No Pt. 27 Apr (VN); this site produces the bulk of the Region's spring reports. The gathering of Bonaparte's at Pt. No Pt. was perhaps 10-20% of the norm, the smallest in recent memory; peak spring counts at this site usually range 2000-3000 (VN). A Lesser Black-backed Gull visited the Coulee Lakes for the 4th consecutive spring, with one at L. Lenore 7 Mar (RFr). With only about 20 antecedent reports for the Region, most from winter, this season's 4 Slaty-backed Gulls were stunning. An impressive winter/spring incursion of Slaty-backeds occurred along the West Coast, with no fewer than 9 wintering in the Northern California region. Most departed California by late Feb, perhaps explaining the Mar/Apr appearances in our Region. An ad. Slaty-backed was found at Brady, Grays Harbor 9 Mar (ph. CW, F. Boesche, JF), and 2 third-cycle birds were detected 10 Mar (ph. M. Pike). Another ad. Slaty-backed at Devil's Elbow S.P., Lane 6 Apr (ph. C. Tumer) provided the 2nd spring report for Oregon and about the 9th overall. Twenty-nine Glaucous Gulls, 2 Mar-11 May, nearly matched last spring's record of 32. Sixteen were in Washington, including a maximum of 5 at Brady, Grays Harbor (BS). The Oregon birds included 5 in the Willamette Valley, where one or 2 per season is the norm.
	A Caspian Tern at McNary Dam 1 Mar eclipsed the record eastside arrival by nearly two weeks (fide M&MLD). A Common Tern near Othello 14 May (RH) was on the east-side, where rare during spring. A single Forster's Tern at Finley 15 May (WDR) was Benton's first, while 3 were at Fern Ridge 18 May (SMa, DS et al.), where they are nearly annual during spring. Three Black Terns in the Puget Trough was about par, with one at Port Susan Bay 5 May (G. Toffic) and 2 near Snohomish 26 May (R. Taylor). Two Blacks at Philomath 19 May (R. & N. Armstrong, DI, L. Irons) were Benton's first since 1995, while another at Lincoln City 23 May was on the outer coast, where not annual (PP). Cassin's Anklets are extremely rare in the Puget Trough outside Jul—Dec, so one rescued from a road at Ballard, King 9 Apr U. Mullen) was quite surprising. During Apr, NOAA researchers encountered 61 Parakeet Auklets, 31 off Washington and 30 off Oregon (SMi, TH); although inshore reports are few, this

SA The inexplicable presence of hundreds of Sabine's Gulls in e. Washington 22-27 May was nearly unprecedented, with the last such event occurring nearly half a century ago. On 22 May, 200+ Sabine's were on Sprague L., Adams (J. Acton) and 120 birds dropped into Banks L., Grant (ph MBo). The following day, 150 inhabited Priest Rapids Pool (ASt), and 133 visited the confluence of the Columbia and Snake Rivers (MBo). Fifty Sabine's, surely remnants from the day before, remained at Priest Rapids Pool 24 May (SDo), and 9 on Soap L., Grant 27 May were the latest reported (DP). The antecedent flight occurred 9 Jun 1963, when flocks of 300 Sabine's Gulls appeared several hours and more than 100 km apart at Blue L., Grant and Reardon, Lincoln. Originally, it was believed that one flock produced both sightings, but considering the distance between locations and that Reardon is e. of Blue L. (rather than s. or n.), we suspect that multiple flocks passed through e. Washington in 1963, as happened this year.
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species has proven regular far offshore, Nov through Apr. Sixty Tufted Puffins at the nesting colony at Protection I., Jefferson 10 May (L. Robinson) was about thrice the norm for that locale. This season's inshore Horned Puffin flew past Boiler Bay 6 May (PP).
	Surprising e. of the Cascades, single Band-tailed Pigeons strayed to Prineville 12 May (S. Miller) and Vantage, Kittitas 31 May (B. Higgins). A Burrowing Owl at Marymoor Park 10 Mar (BB) furnished the 5th spring report for w. Washington. Another Burrowing at North Spit 20 Apr (TR) was similarly rare for Coos. A Common Poorwill flushed at Portland's Mt. Tabor 1 May (C. Warren) was on the westside, where not annual. A male Black-chinned Hummingbird at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 27 May (M. Reid) was w. Washington's 11th; all but 3 have come from Clark or Skamania. Additional out-of-range Black-chinneds included a male at Bend 6 May (J. Moodie) and a female at Oregon City (LF, vt. TJ) that provided Clackamas's 2nd. An apparent male Black-chinned Hummingbird x Rufous Hummingbird hybrid that frequented a Hines, Harney feeder 3-5 May (ph. W. & P. Bowers, ph R. Vetter), would be the first documented cross of these species, and the male Anna's Hummingbird x Rufous Hummingbird hybrid that inhabited Eugene's Skinner Butte 20-29 Apr (†DI, L. Johnson, M, BMc, ph. P. Patricelli, J. Sullivan) was similarly unique. Calliope Hummingbirds again flooded w. Oregon lowlands, with 35+ reported 19 Mar+, while 7 passed through w. Washington, where not annual. Many remained in the lowlands through May, whereas the last have usually departed by early May. Eight Calliopes were at Eden Valley in e. Coos 4 May, where annual in recent years (TR). A Lewis's Woodpecker was at County Line Ponds, Skagit 14 May (RM, JB-P); spring birds have now appeared in w. Washington during five consecutive years. An imm. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker enlivened Vantage 13 Apr (DSw); there are approximately seven prior Washington reports. Seven Red-naped Sapsuckers in the westside lowlands 4-28 Apr was slightly above average. The only Red-naped Sapsucker x Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrid reported away from the Cascades, where the two species are sympatric, was near Vantage 17 Apr (R. Lawson). A Black-backed Woodpecker was along Naches Pass Trail, King 31 May (EH); this species is local and rare at high elevations on the w. side of the Cascades.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WAXWINGS
Single Olive-sided Flycatchers at Bothell, King 12 Apr (D. McRae) and Seattle 13 Apr (C. Anderson) were two weeks early, as was a Western Wood-Pewee at Portland 17 Apr (KT). Gray Flycatchers at Washougal, Skamania 5 May (WC) and Seattle 12 May (JF, M. Benavente, PR) added to seven prior w. Washington reports, all but one of which have been during May. One Gray Flycatcher at Foster R., Linn 10 May (JH) was subpar for w. Oregon, which averages 2 or 3 per spring. A record 19 Dusky Flycatchers was noted w. of the Cascades; 3 were in Washington 10-14 May, where not annual, and 10 of Oregon's birds were in Lane 19 Apr-7 May (DI, D. Farrar, L. McQueen). A very rare coastal Dusky was at Astoria 11 May (MP). Black Phoebes went unreported in w. Washington for the first spring since 2000. The 24 Say's Phoebes in w. Washington 10 Mar-28 Apr more than doubled last spring’s record of 11. Three of these were at American Camp, San Juan 27 Apr (RK). Ten Say's in w. Oregon 2 Mar-9 Apr were more typical. Four Ash-throated Flycatchers wandered into the s. Willamette Valley, with a pair at Jasper, Lane 9 May (M), one at Creswell, Lane 16 May (H. Lown), and a returning male (2nd year) near Brownsville, Linn 24 May+ (SMa, DS). Western Kingbirds showed well in w Washington, highlighted by 48 that passed over Pt. No Pt. 16 May, tripling the prior w. Washington maximum (BSW, VN). An early Eastern Kingbird at Cloverdale, Tillamook 4 May (WH) was on the coast, where not annual. Each state hosted westside Loggerhead Shrikes, with one at Brownsville 8 Mar (JH) and another at Seattle 12 Apr (D. Cisco). Two Plumbeous Vireos visited Harney oases 7-25 May, this species has proven rare but annual in se. Oregon during May/Jun. Though Red-eyed Vireos breed at multiple Willamette Valley locales, migrants are rarely detected, so singles at Skinner Butte 4 May (P. Johnston) and in the Coast Range at Thornton Cr., Lincoln 16 May (D. Faxon) were of interest; additionally, Red-eyeds usually arrive in late May. A Red-eyed near Sisters, Deschutes 21 May (JM, TR) was a rare migrant for cen. Oregon. A Blue Jay at Ocean Park, Pacific 5 Apr (fide MP) was highly unusual; this species is not annual in w. Washington during spring and is even rarer along the coast. The Blue Jay at Bend continued until 12 Apr (S. Doran). Western Scrub-Jays continue to expand eastward in Washington, with a resident pair in Prosser, Benton and one near Yakima 18 May (L. Somers). Eight highly unseasonable Clark's Nutcrackers were at Mt. Bolivar, Coos 4 May (TR); all prior county reports have occurred during Oct—Jan. A pair of Common Ravens bred in Portland, where they were once quite rare (J. Schwilk), seemingly part of a more widespread recent movement or ravens into westside urban areas.
	A Purple Martin near Pendleton 18 May was Umatilla's 2nd (M&MLD). Part of an ongoing westside expansion, the Bank Swallow colony discovered in 2007 at Prescott, Columbia contained 80 birds 11 May (H. Horvat, J. Gatchet); several colonies have been established since 1991, when just one existed w. of the Cascades. Two Mountain Chickadees at New R., Coos 15 Mar (TR) were holdovers from the winter incursion. A Blue-gray Gnat-catcher at Skinner Butte 27 Apr (SMa, BMc) was a surprising first for this well-covered site; there are 20+ local reports, the majority from Mt. Pisgah only 8 km away. Another gnatcatcher at Smith Rocks S.P. was Deschutes' 4th, all during Apr. Since 2003, gnatcatchers have been annual in cen. Oregon during spring. An amazing 37 Mountain Bluebirds in w. Washington's lowlands, 1 Mar-26 Apr, surpassed last year's record of 32; rare outer coastal birds were at Ocean Shores 7 Apr (TO) and Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 26 Apr (BSW, SM, RM). Only 5 Mountain Bluebirds ventured to w. Oregon, including 4 at South Jetty Columbia R., Clatsop 27 Mar-5 Apr (MP, S. Hagen). A Townsend's Solitaire reached the coast, where very rare, at Neskowin, Tillamook 15 Mar (WG). A singing Veery at Bend 31 May (H. Horvath, D. Hale) was 115 km sw. of the nearest known nesting outpost. Northern Mockingbird reports were supranormal, with 10 on the westside and 4 eastside. As is typical, many of the westside birds were discovered during Mar, while all eastside birds were found 18 Apr+. The only westside Sage Thrasher, at Oak Harbor, Island 4 May (fide S. Ellis), was in Washington, where spring reports are now annual. Oregon’s 3rd Eastern Yellow Wagtail, at Cascade Head, Tillamook 16 May (†PP), was perhaps less surprising considering that 3 were in California during fall 2007. A very late Bohemian Waxwing strayed westward to Monmouth, Polk 23-24 May (F. Kolwickz).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
Apparent celata Orange-crowned Warblers at Raymond, Pacific 26 Apr (†SM, BSW) and Brookings 6 May (†DM) were well described, while 5 suspected celata were at Skinner Butte 3-15 May (DI, M); the status of this subspecies in the Region is poorly known, but it may well be somewhat regular in occurrence. The fallout of 500+ Orange-crowned Warblers "crawling through the alder leaves" at Neah Bay, Clallam 10 May (BB) provided a Regional record. Observers commented on the abundance of Nashville Warblers throughout the Willamette Valley and Puget Trough Apr-May. During the 3rd week of April, concurrent with the arrival of Nashvilles, a 
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SA Strong easterly winds rotating off the backside of a high-pressure system produced incredible fallouts of migrant warblers along the Oregon coast 16 May. The most impressive numbers descended on Cascade Head, Tillamook, including 300 Yellows and 200 Wilson's (PP). More modest numbers of at least 11 other species of passerines were noted, including four rarities: the aforementioned Eastern Yellow Wagtail, an American Redstart (4th for this location), a Brewer's Sparrow (2nd for this locale), and a Bullock's Oriole, which is rare but annual locally. Fifty Wilson's Warblers were observed at mostly treeless Yaquina Head, Lincoln (R. Lowe) that day. Dozens of dead warblers were found in the wrack along Oregon's beaches 16-27 May (D. Bailey, MP). Among the wash-ups were 95 Townsend's (along a 1.6-km stretch of Clatsop Beach), 50+ Wilson's, 15 Yellows, one Hermit, and 10 MacGillivray's. Additional dead landbirds included 5 Pacific-slope Flycatchers and 4 Warbling Vireos. Clearly, these winds carried nocturnal migrants out to sea, where they succumbed to exhaustion before making landfall.

cold snap produced low-elevation (<150 m) snowfall in the Willamette Valley, likely stalling dispersal to higher-elevation breeding grounds. Daily counts of 8-20 birds were the norm at Skinner Butte 18 Apr-4 May (DI), and 8 at Rockport, Skagit 11 May (GB) was a record-high Puget Trough count. A Northern Parula near Florence 4 May (ph. J. Little) was the 3rd for Lane.
	Although not considered a "late" migrant, large numbers of Yellow Warblers were still northbound along the Oregon Coast during late May, as evidenced by 150 at Cascade Head 24 May and 50 there 30 May (PP). The Hermit Warbler at Roseburg, Douglas 13 Mar (M. Hamm) surely wintered locally, while one at Seattle 10 May (PR) was in the Puget Trough, where very rare. Even more surprising was a well-described Hermit at Steptoe Butte, Whitman 31 May (J. Cebula, T. Gray); they are extremely rare at the far e. margins of the Region. All but one of 6 Palm Warblers were found along the Oregon coast 2-16 Mar. The outlier, at Yakima 3 May (fide ASt), was on the eastside, where not annual. The season's Blackpoll Warbler was a female at Fields, Harney 24 May (TR). Two Black-and-white Warblers, both at Fields 19 & 24-26 May (fide HN), represented a typical showing. A Northern Waterthrush at Skagit W.M.A. 12 & 19 Apr was suspected of wintering nearby (SM). A Hooded Warbler at Malheur 22-26 May (M, m.ob.) highlighted the vagrant season in se. Oregon, while another appeared at Mt. Tabor 26 May (†C. & A. Hinkle, E. Scattaregia); these provided Oregon's 13th and 14th reports. In addition to Wilson's Warblers at Cascade Head 16 May (see above), 200 more were there 24 May (PP). An astounding morning flight of 1,450 Western Tanagers past Pt. No Pt. 16 May (BSW, VN) more than tripled the prior Regional report of 450 encountered there 9 May 2007.
	Although common along the e. slope of the Cascades, Green-tailed Towhees rarely venture to the westside; one mist-netted at Grants Pass, Josephine 9 May was a nice surprise (DV). The wintering American Tree Sparrow continued at North Spit until 11(TR); another at Langlois, Curry 3-11 Apr (K. Anderson) also likely wintered locally. Similarly, a long-staying Clay-colored Sparrow at Newport remained until 3 May (NS et al.). Another Clay-colored at North Spit 31 May (TR) marked the 2nd consecutive year with a late May migrant at this site; prior to discovery of the 29 May 2007 bird, w. Oregon had no reports of spring migrant Clay-colored Sparrows. Five reports of Brewer's Sparrows on the westside was a return to normal after the 2007 incursion. Rare coastal sightings included the Cascade Head bird (see above) and the 3rd for Coos at North Spit 20 Apr (TR). A Lark Sparrow at Pt. No Pt. 17 May (BSW) was w. Washington's 11th, while singles w. of Eugene 25 Apr (DI) and at Portland Airport 26 May (DH) were in the Willamette Valley, which averages 2 or 3 per spring. By 24 May, a Black-throated Sparrow had returned to Vantage (SDo), where they are nearly annual. Thousands of migrant Savannah Sparrows blanketed n. Lake 5 May (DI, DPe). The prairie restoration project at Finley N.W.R. is successfully attracting Grasshopper Sparrows, with 10 territorial males noted 19 May+ (WDR); Benton had just three antecedent reports. Single Red Fox Sparrows of the iliaca group brightened Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 9 Apr (ph. WC) and Foot Hill Trails, Pierce 21 Apr (CW); this subspecies is now annual in Washington. Notably, P. i. altivagans, which winters in California, is an uncommon migrant through the Region in Mar/Apr, so one cannot assume that reddish Fox Sparrows are of the iliaca group. The only Swamp Sparrows were at South Jetty Columbia R., Clatsop 24 Mar (BM) and Seattle 3-21 Apr (JP). There were 5 Harris's Sparrows on the eastside and 3 on the westside, of which singles at Renton, King 20-25 Apr (T. Brennon) and Newport 8-9 May (B. Berman, C. Lippincott) seemed to be migrants. A paltry 5 Lapland Longspurs were reported, 3 along the Oregon coast 27 Mar-30 Apr, and 2 eastside in the Okanogan Highlands 2 Mar (KT). The presence of 3 Northern Cardinals in the n. Willamette Valley 1 Mar-5 May was curious and raised obvious questions of provenance; there is no pattern of vagrancy that suggests this species might reach the Region without human assistance. Nine Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 1-26 May, 7 in Oregon and 2 in Washington, represents a typical spring. Male Indigo Buntings brightened Eugene 19 May (N. Curran) and Malheur 31 May (JV, MC).
	Locally wintering Tricolored Blackbirds lingered at multiple sites around Walla Walla, Othello, and Moses Lake, which hosted the latest bird 12 May (DSc). A colony at Texas L., Whitman held 30 birds 13 Apr (D. Weber), while a colony of 100+ birds persists at Powell Butte, Crook (CG). Barely annual on the coast, Yellow-headed Blackbirds strayed to Newport 13 May (D. Cottam et al.) and North Spit 16 May (TR). Harney hosted both of the Region's Common Grackles, singles at Fields 16 May+ (M) and Frenchglen 24 May+ (R. Hoyer, m.ob.). All 5 Great-tailed Grackles were on the eastside, including a returnee (its 5th year) at Liberty L., Spokane 16 Apr (R. Dexter), and 3 attending a feeder at Burns Junction, Malheur 24 May+ (L.&K. Cottrell). Both of the season's Hooded Orioles were in sw. Oregon, with singles at Eagle Pt., Jackson 18 Apr (ph. H. Sands) and Brookings 25 Apr (ph. M. Collinet). The Bullock's Oriole continued at Florence until 11 Apr (DPe).
	Imagine the incredulity of tree planters who discovered a flock of 25,000 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches at Wooten W.M.A. near Pomeroy, Garfield 24-26 Mar (ph. D. Kuehn); there is no Regional precedent for such an assemblage, with top counts in both states at about 3000. Two Pine Grosbeaks at Lacey, Thurston 24 Mar (SMi) furnished the only lowland westside sighting. Nearly as mind-boggling were the 200+ Cassin's Finches at Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic Mts., Clallam 7 Mar (ph. S. Gremel, Dave Manson). Admittedly, the Olympics get minimal birding attention during Nov—Mar, but the entire Olympic peninsula has just two antecedent reports of the species, both of single birds at lowland sites. Despite hints of a Cassin's Finch irruption in the Cascades this past winter, scenarios that might cause a sizeable flock to wander so far to the w. are purely speculative. Single Cassin's at South Beach, Lincoln 26 May (R. Cheek) and Portland 31 May (AF) were the only w. Oregon reports. White-winged Crossbills lingered at Stevens Pass, King and Chelan into Mar and Apr. Most intriguing was the group of 4 that included 2 juvs. 2 Apr (TA). Although Washington has no confirmed breeding reports, ads. seen carrying nesting material at Stevens Pass 23 Feb (SS, M. Fleming) and Wauconda, Okanogan 2 Mar (KT) suggests local breeding attempts.
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Twenty White-wingeds lingered at Wauconda until 25 May (L. Johnson). Six Common Red-polls at Coos Bay 25 Apr (D. Varoujean) were completely out of season and out of place, though there is a Jul (2002) report of 2 red-polls from nearby Bandon. Incredibly, 3 Lawrence's Goldfinches visited feeders in Oregon, with singles at Eugene 24 Apr U. Lewis-Case, ph. E. Case), Eagle Point, Jackson 8 May (ph. H. Sands), and Oregon City 12 May (†LF); although still a mega-rarity just a few years ago, Oregon has six reports since Dec 2006.

Cited contributors: (subregional editors in boldface), Tom Aversa (Washington), Range Bayer (Lincoln), Brian Bell, Gary Bletsch, Max Bockes, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Craig Corder (Spokane), Marilyn Christian, Mike & MerryLynn Denny, Steve Dougill, Scott Downes, Dennis Duffy, Jim Flynn, Andy Frank, Louis Fredd, Ron Friesz, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Polk, Marion), Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson (Washington, Oregon pelagic trips), Denny Grandstrand (Yakima), Wink Gross, Troy Guy, Dave Helzer, Randy Hill, Wayne Hoffman, Eugene Hunn, Tim Janzen, Stuart Johnston (Hood River, Klickitat), Carol Karlen, Russ Koppendrayer, Bill and Nancy LaFramboise (Lower Columbia Basin), Maitreya, Sylvia Maulding, Barry McKenzie, Judy Meredith, Ryan Merrill, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig and Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson), Scott Mills, Steven Mlodinow, Don Munson, Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Tim O'Brien, Clarence and Marilyn O'Leary (Grant), Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Dennis Paulson, Diane Pettey, Phil Pickering, John Puschock, Roger Robb, Douglas Robinson (Benton), Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Penny Rose, Matt Sadowski, Stefan Schlick, Owen Schmidt, Don Schrouder, Bill Shelmerdine, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, Paul Sullivan, Ruth Sullivan, Noah Strycker, David Swayne, Bill Tice, Khanh Tran, Julie Van Moorhen, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Charlie Wright, Sheran Wright.



The Nesting Season, 2008

Oregon/Washington Region

David Irons
Douglas Schonewald
Brad Waggoner
Bill Tweit

A cool wet spring carried over into early June, the first week of which was Seattle's coldest since 1894! Heavy snow cover reported in our spring column, combined with new snow in early June, delayed upslope movements and likely stalled the onset of nesting for many high-elevation passerines. Below-average sea surface temperatures (nearly 2° C below the norm off Oregon) were linked to very low numbers of many pelagic species.
	As is surely the case in all regions, increasing observer effort continues to fill gaps in our knowledge of our Region's avifauna. Though the season provided few mega-rarities, careful observations led to many boldfaced discoveries, unexpected subspecies, and hybrids, as well as several interesting breeding records. Exceptional coverage of Oregon's Lake Abert late in the period revealed numbers of shorebirds and gulls that at times defied quantification and uplifted those who witnessed the spectacle.

Abbreviations: Finley (Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap); P.S.B. (Port Susan Pay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); R.D. (Walla Walla River Delta, Walla Walla); WV (Willamette Valley). "Eastside" and "westside' refer to locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANE
Typically rare in the Region during summer, Greater White-fronted Geese tarried into Jun on the westside in both states, the latest at N.S.C.B. 18 Jun (TR). More unexpected were 3 Greater White-fronteds still at Malheur 4 Jul (R. & R. Wolcott). A tardy northbound Snow Goose visited Powell Butte, Crook 4 Jun (CG) and one presumed summering inhabited Lower Cow Creek Res., Malheur 10 Jul (F. Mayer). Single Ross's Geese n. of Spokane 1-4 Jun (TL) and at Albion, Whitman 16 Jul (T. Gray) made just the 2nd and 3rd summer records for Washington. Cackling Geese are proving somewhat regular in the Region during summer. Two Cacklings, subspecies unreported, were at Astoria 2 Jun (MP), and a likely minima was with northbound Canada Geese at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 4 Jun (BW, GGe); the Region now has seven summer records, all since 2005. A goodly 8 Tundra Swans lingered into early Jun, with one at Astoria 2 Jun (MP), 4 at Pearrygrin L., Okanogan 2-3 Jun (GGe), and 3 at Conway, Skagit 4 Jun (TA, RM). Observations of single Trumpeter Swans at Nehalem 4 Jul (ph. M. Nikas) and Seaside 32 km to the n. on 22 Jul (R. Pittard) likely involved the same bird. Two Tundra/Trumpeter Swans were on Bellingham Bay, Whatcom 6 Jul (SM). Aside from the resident Trumpeters a (mostly recent) summer records of swans, which are almost evenly divided between Tundras and Trumpeters. On 14 Jul, eight broods of Gadwall (60+ birds) were on N.S.C.B.; prior to 2006, there were no Coos nesting records. The westside peak of northbound Blue-winged Teal often comes in Jun, as evidenced by 100 in Snohomish 14 Jun (SM) and 26 at F.R.R. 15 Jun (R. Robb). A tardy Canvasback was at the Vanport Wetlands 3 Jun (JW). Redheads continue to colonize the westside, again 
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This Semipalmated Sandpiper at Crockett Lake, Island County, Washington 14 June 2008 marked the earliest record of southbound bird for the Oregon & Washington Region. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow

producing broods at F.R.R. (D. Arendt, DI et al.). Six Redhead ducklings among the seasonal maximum of 16 at Ridgefield 30 Jul constituted w. Washington's 4th breeding record (TA); prior successes involved a brood at Kent in 1998 and two at Ridgefield in 2004. Elsewhere on the westside, 3 Redheads at Stanwood, Snohomish 26 Jul (SM, BW) and five pairs summering in n. Portland (JW) apparently produced no young. Eight broods of Lesser Scaup, scarce westside breeders, were detected at Deer Lagoon, Island 19 Jul (SM, RM). A few non-breeding Greater Scaup summer along the coast most years; however, inland birds are very rare mid-Jun through Aug. A male at Philomath 5 Jul (WDR), 2 females summering at Bend (CM, J. Meredith), and 3 at Reardon, Lincoln 1 Jun (C&JC) were highly unusual; the question of breeding, albeit undocumented, remains open in e. Washington. A male Harlequin Duck spent much of the season at Ladd Marsh W.M.A., Union far from known nesting locales (K. Nowak); eastside transients rarely spend more than a day at non-breeding sites. Surprisingly, a male Surf Scoter at Desert Aire, Grant 8 Jun (BW), e. Washington's 2nd summer record, was followed by another male several hundred km downstream at Bonneville Dam, Skamania 17 Jul (B. Cady, fide WC); these are the first inland summer reports in the Region since 2004. A Regional summer record 1200 White-winged Scoters inhabited Bellingham Bay 6 Jul (SM), while another 1000 rafted along the Lincoln coast 16-18 Jul (MB). A Long-tailed Duck at Soap L., Grant 11 Jun (TA) was just the 4th summer record for the eastside, but the 2nd in the past two years.
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Broods of Bufflehead and Common Golden-eye at Molson, Okanogan 3 Jul (K. Knittle) were noteworthy, as both species are rare breeders in Washington; Bufflehead have nested at this site several times in recent years. A Yellow-billed Loon at Yaquina Bay 4 Jun (WH) furnished the 3rd summer record there in the past four years; summer records have been nearly annual in the Region since 1995. An Eared Grebe at Ridgefield 6 Jun-19 Jul (RW) was on the westside, where less than annual in summer. Though up to 10 Clark's Grebes summered again at Vancouver L., Clark (TA), w. Washington still awaits its first nesting record; F.R.R. remains the lone west-side breeding outpost.
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A count of 23 adult Pectoral Sandpipers in the Stanwood area of Snohomish County, Washington 26 July 2008 was a record-high number for the season. Photograph by Steven 6. Mlodinow.

After an exciting spring, summer pelagics were unremarkable. Three trips went out of Washington 12-26 Jul, while none left Oregon ports. Tubenose reports were pedestrian aside from the single Flesh-footed and 500 Pink-footed Shearwaters off LaPush 25 Jul (RM, BW); Flesh-footeds are now nearly annual in the Region during summer. Mounting summer reports of Manx Shearwaters, particularly off n. Washington, point to breeding activity in the Region. Six within sight of Destruction I., Jefferson 17 Jun were at a potential nesting location (R. Rowlett). Three additional Manx were inshore; one was 1 km off Lincoln City 16 Jul (MB), and singles were seen from Cape Flattery, where annual, 12 & 25 Jul (BW, SM, S. Downes); over the past decade, the Region has averaged about 4 per summer. A rare inshore Leach's Storm-Petrel enlivened the estuary at Bandon 16 Jun (DPy). After a comparative no-show during summer 2007, 75+ American White Pelicans summered in the WV. Two at Astoria 2 Jul (MP) and one at Bandon 31 Jul (K. Anderson) were along the coast, where not annual. Two at Ridgefield 9 Jun (RW) were the only American White Pelicans found in Washington, where rare. Consistent with recent years, up to 15 Brown Pelicans moved about the P.T. during the season. One at L Sammamish, King 1 Jun (A. Reebs) was notable for this land-locked location, albeit just 15 km inland. A Brown Pelican was farther astray 80 km from salt water at F.R.R. 26 Jun (ph. D. Farrar). Though Snowy Egrets winter along Oregon's s. coast, they are rare w. of the Cascades during the breeding season, so one at Coos Bay 30 Jun (KC, DL) was unexpected. Black-crowned Night-Herons have not been detected nesting in w. Oregon in nearly 60 years, but persistent mid-summer sightings fuel speculation about westside breeding. This summer, a juv. was at Coos Bay 6 Jul (J. Metzler), and both ads. and imms. frequented F.R.R. throughout Jul (m.ob.). Now nearly annual in w. Washington, a White-faced Ibis visited Port Townsend, Jefferson 3 Jun (A. Reding); most records occur from mid-May into early Jun. A lone ibis at Pullman, Whitman 1 Jun (D. Weber) was the latest report following a modest spring incursion into e. Washington.
	Osprey numbers continue to balloon across the Region. Ten per day is now typical at Whidbey I., where even one was significant in the mid-1990s (SM). Remarkably, only six pairs were known to nest in all of w. Washington in 1978 (American Birds 32: 1200). Similarly, the 62 Bald Eagles gathered on the Port Gardner Bay, Snohomish 8 Jun (SM) was likely a summer record for Washington. The recent years they have begun nesting in these environs. This summer, a pair fledged 5 young in Seattle (TA); prior urban Merlin nesting records in the P.T. were all from Snohomish northward. Singles reported from N.S.C.B. 11 Jul (TR) and Sisters, Deschutes 26 Jul (S. Bryce) were intriguing, as Merlins rarely nest in Oregon and are less than annual Jun through Aug. Mid-summer records of Prairie Falcons along the Cascade crest are rare, so singles at Mt. Rainier, Pierce 20 Jul (G. Wiles) and Harts Pass, Whatcom 22 Jul (TA) were noteworthy. Prairie Falcons are known to disperse upslope in late summer, likely due to the paucity of prey in the desiccated Columbia Basin.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Presumed late northbound Pacific Golden-Plovers made stops at P.S.B. 7 Jun (SM) and N.S.C.B. 8 Jun (TR); prior to 2001, Jun records were virtually unknown in the Region. Three Pacifics at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 2 Jul (J. Buchanan) were the first of 5 southbound birds this season. A single American Avocet inhabited Auburn, King 3-9 Jun (J. Lemons), and 2 brightened F.R.R. 6-14 Jun (DF); this species is less than annual on the westside in summer. Lake Abert, Lake experienced no such shortage: 50,000+ avocets feasted on brine shrimp and alkali flies there 29 Jul (DI). A Lesser Yellowlegs tarried at N.S.C.B. through 8 Jun (TR), while a single at Everett 12 Jun (SM) and 3 at Crockett L., Island 14 Jun (DD, SM, SP) were likely early southbound birds. Solitary Sandpipers showed spectacularly in e. Washington, with 15 there, 4 Jul+ nearly tripling the seasonal norm for the Region. Elsewhere, Solitaries were scarce, with just one on the westside, at P.S.B. 23 Jul (SP), and 3 in Oregon, all in Deschutes 20-28 Jul (P. Low, SD, K. Owen). Two

SA In the 1970s, Red-shouldered Hawks began rapidly expanding their range northward into the Region. With nesting habitats in sw. Oregon approaching capacity, prospecting now extends into w. Washington. Since 1993, this species has appeared annually from the Columbia R. bottomlands n./nw. of Portland n. to the P.T.
	Breeding remains undocumented in Washington, but given the non-migratory nature of the w. subspecies elegans, a growing wintering population at Ridgefield, and the report of a juv. there 30 Jul (TA)—Washington's 3rd summer record—such a discovery would seem forthcoming. Brooding Red-shouldered Hawks are secretive and rarely vocalize in May/Jun, making nest detection difficult. More recently, this range expansion has also turned eastward. Transient Red-shouldered Hawks first appeared e. of the Cascades during the mid-1980s, but reports of spring and fall migrants remained rare until about a decade ago. This column did not report e. Oregon's first summer record until 2006, yet this season, 4 eastside birds were noted: singles were at Summer L. 20 Jul (J. Thomas), Malheur 22 Jul+ (L. Redmond), Prineville 26 Jul (N. MacDonald, fide CG), and Keno, Klamath 27 Jul (OH). While these observations may involve post-breeding dispersants, their timing coincides with the re-emergence of local family groups on the westside. The frequency of early spring and late summer/early fall reports now coming from sw. Washington and from Deschutes, Harney, and Klamath in e. Oregon suggests that nesting has occurred in at least some of these locales.
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Found 80 kilometers inland at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Oregon 26 June 2008, this miscued Brown Pelican apparently took a wrong "tern." The Caspian Tern decoys were placed on this recently created island in an effort to attract breeding terns. Photograph by Daniel Farrar.

Wandering Tattlers at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 30 Jul (BW) were very rare for the P.T.
	A Willet at W.W.R.D. 8 Jun (BW) was considered a holdover from an exceptional spring flight in e. Washington, where northbound birds are less than annual. Even rarer was a mid-summer Willet at Cow L., Adams 12 Jul (fide CC). A count of 385 Willets at L. Abert 26 Jul (SD) appears to be the 2nd highest ever in the Region; 466 were at nearby Goose L., Lake 1 Jul 1997 (Birds of Oregon, 2003). Likely southbound, an Upland Sandpiper at Cape Blanco 28-29 Jun (TJW) is just the 5th w. Oregon record; this species barely persists as a breeder in ne. Oregon and is otherwise very rare throughout the Region. A Whimbrel at Malheur 11 Jun (ES, A&CH) and another the same day at Beulah Res., Malheur (ph. D. & M. Tipton) were rare for e. Oregon, where there are only about 10 summer records. Another at Dallesport 30 Jun (B. Hansen, SJ) was a Klickitat first. The 47-69 Whimbrel at Yaquina Bay 12 Jun-13 Jul (RB) far exceeded the norm for summering birds along the Oregon coast. Marbled Godwits are generally rare in the P.T. and unexpected anywhere in the Region late May—Jun. Thus, small flocks at Sequim, Clallam 6-27 Jun (B. Morehead, GG) were surprising and suggested that a few summered. Twenty-one Marbleds there 24 Jun (BW, RM) is among the highest counts ever for the P.T. Two early migrants reached Blaine, Whatcom by 18 Jun (W. Weber). A Red Knot, banded during winter at Guerrero Bay, Baja California Sur, Mexico, was a week early at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 30 Jun and was in the P.T., where very rare during summer (M. Reid), while another at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 28 Jun was believed to be summering locally (BN, D. Watkins).
	A Semipalmated Sandpiper at Crockett L. 14 Jun (DD, SM, SP) predates the Regional record for a southbound bird by eight days. Eighty-two Semipalmateds, 68 in Washington and 14 in Oregon, mirrors recent norms; the Region has averaged 86 per summer over the past five years. More than half of these sightings—highlighted by 11 on Whidbey I. 4 Jul (SM, L. Bevier)—came from the PT., which typically yields the bulk of the Region's reports. Six at South Bend, Pacific 30 Jul (RM) was exceptional for the outer coast. Sixteen Baird's Sandpipers was nearly triple the norm; these were evenly divided between the eastside and westside, with the earliest at Nisqually 4 Jul (R. Sullivan). This summer's 33 Pectoral Sandpipers were five times the seasonal average. Truly astonishing within this total were the 23 at Stanwood, Snohomish 26 Jul (SM, BW), which far surpasses the seasonal record for the Region. A tardy northbound Dunlin visited P.S.B. 7 Jun (SM), while the migratory status of singles at Crockett L. 14 Jun (DD, SM, SP) and Bandon 27 Jun (KC, DL) was left unassigned. Two at Leadbetter Pt. 30 Jul (RM) were likely summering. An ad. Stilt Sandpiper inhabited P.S.B. 19-27 Jul (SM, RM); ads. are not annual in the Region. The earliest ever southbound Buff-breasted Sandpiper was at Bandon 27 Jun (KC, DL); this represents the 3rd summer record and just the 6th ad. ever reported in the Region. Nearly as rare, a Ruff in partial alternate plumage near Nahcotta, Pacific 30 Jul (JGi) furnished the 2nd summer record for Washington.
	Northbound Short-billed Dowitchers are scarce in the WV and rarer still into Jun, so one at Sauvie I. 1 Jun (JGa) was doubly surprising. An ad. Short-billed at P.S.B. 14 Jun was about a week early for the P.T. (SM). Small groups of Long-billed Dowitchers summered in both states, with 4 at P.S.B (TA, SM) and 3 at F.R.R. 13 Jun+ (DSc, DF et al.); this species does not regularly summer in the Region. Additionally, 3 more Long-billeds at P.S.B. 14 Jun fell between the usual migration periods (SM). The number of Wilson's Phalaropes breeding on the westside continues to climb. At P.S.B., counts of ads. peaked at 45 on 7 Jun, and approximately 18 males raised 40+ young (SM); this is the only w Washington breeding site. Eighteen juvs. at N.S.C.B. 15 Jul (TR) was the highest output for this locale since Wilson's began nesting there in 2003. In the WV, pairs were noted at six locations, and young were fledged at three sites, including Finley, where this species first nested in 2007 (C. Karlen, PS). Three ad. female Wilson's at Newport 30 Jun (ph. J. Lamberson) were early migrants for the coast, where generally rare at any time. A staggering swarm of 140,000+ Wilson's Phalaropes feasted on alkali flies at L. Abert 26-29 Jul (SD, D. Hale, PL, DI); this spectacle also produced 15,000+ Red-necked Phalaropes (SD, DI).
	Each of the Washington pelagic trips encountered a single South Polar Skua but found sub-par numbers of jaegers. Washington's 6th Laughing Gull visited P.N.P. 18 Jun (ph. VN) and likely the same bird appeared at P.S.B. 6 Jul (†SM); previous records have fallen May—Sep, and all but one was coastal. At least 2500 Franklin's Gulls were among the myriad of shorebirds at L. Abert 29 Jul (DI); this tally is likely the Region's highest ever away from the breeding colonies at Malheur. It is hard to believe that this species was unknown in Oregon prior to 1943. Eastern Washington hosted 16 Franklin's 5 Jun-20 Jul, nearly twice the norm. Maxima included 6 each at Sprague L., Adams 5 Jun (RHi) and W.W.R.D. 5 Jun (BW). A vocalizing Black-tailed Gull was well seen near Tatoosh I. 18 Jun (†T. Wootton); pending acceptance by the W.B.R.C., this would be Washington's 3rd, all since 2004. A Western Gull at W.W.R.D. 7 Jun (MH) is just the 2nd summer record for e. 
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Washington; the previous record is also from this locale. Five Mew Gulls were reported in the PT., including 3 at Stanwood, Snohomish 4 Jun (TA, RM); Mews are proving to be rare but annual on the westside during Jun (mostly imms.), with the first migrants appearing in early Jul (mostly ads.). Lake Abert supported 50,000-80,000 Ring-billed and California Gulls 26-29 Jul (SD, DI). Not annual during the summer, a Herring Gull was at Kalaloch, Jefferson 24 Jun (BW, ph. RM).
	The Region enjoyed a Jul incursion of Elegant Terns for just the 2nd time since 2000, with flocks reported along the entire Oregon coast 16-24 Jul. Maxima included 65 at Winchester Bay, Douglas (MB, RT) and 32 at Florence (R. Hoyer), both on 17 Jul. Elegants eventually reached Washington, with 2 at Tokeland, Pacific 27 Jul (MH) and 5 near Long Beach, Pacific 30 Jul (T. Kenefick); these were the first summer-season Elegants in Washington since 2000. Arctic Terns again bred at Dungeness Spit, where they first nested in 2004. At least one pair was there 27 Jun (GG), though the number of pairs present is unknown due to restricted access. This colony is likely comprised of birds (or their progeny) that bred in Everett 1997-2004. Two ad. Arctics at P.S.B. 18 Jun (RM) represented a rare P.T. occurrence away from known breeding sites. Two Forster's Terns at Ridgefield 6 Jun (BF, RW) and 3 at F.R.R. 15 Jun (RR) were on the westside, where not annual in summer. Oregon's 13th Least Tern, at Tualatin River N.W.R. 25 Jun (N. Lethaby, ph. E. McVicker), was followed by Washington's 5th, which flew past Everett 4 Jul (KA); all but one of the Regional records have been on the westside May—Aug. An imm. Black Tern at Philomath 13 Jul (WDR.) furnished only the 3rd Benton record since 1995. Not annual during summer in w. Washington, a juv. Black Tern at Ridgefield 19-20 Jul was surprising (S. Carpenter, B. Clemons); notably, the only w. Washington breeding records occurred at Ridgefield in 2001 and 2002.
	Research vessels encountered 5 Xantus's Murrelets in deep water off Oregon; 2 hypoleuca were 129 km off Douglas 20 Jul and 3 scrippsi were 22.5 km off Curry 22 Jul (RN, TS), marking the 6th consecutive summer with reports of this species. Hypoleuca, once thought to be the less likely subspecies in our waters, has proven regular, particularly 90 km+ offshore, where it often outnumbers scrippsi. Less expected were a single Ancient Murrelet 80 km off Douglas 20 Jul (RN, TS) and 2 near Lookout Rock Cape Flattery, Clallam, so 6 at Ediz Hook, Clallam 18 Jul (BW) were noteworthy. The season's lone Horned Puffin was 80 km off Lincoln 18 Jul (RN, TS); this species is now annual in the Region during summer. A Regional high 350 Tufted Puffins gathered off Cape Flattery 12 Jul (BW, SM).

[image: ]
This Least Tern, a one-day wonder at Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge just outside Portland on 25 June 2008, made Oregon's thirteenth record; nearly half of these records have occurred since 1997. Photograph by Ed McVicker.

Eastside reports of Band-tailed Pigeons have been increasing recently, though most involve stray singletons. This season, Band-tailed Pigeons were conspicuous about White Salmon, Klickitat, with flocks of 34 and 44 noted 6 Jun+, including 6 hatch-year birds 22 Jun (CF); these are among e. Washington's highest-ever counts. A lone Band-tailed was also eastside at Surveyor Mt., Klamath 23 Jun (D. Haupt); there are no Klamath breeding records. Washington's 8th White-winged Dove visited a Vancouver, Clark feeder 13 Jun (ph. S. Hagen) and one at Cove 20 Jun (Mike McMains, ph. Trent Bray) was the 2nd for Union and Oregon's 17th; 19 of the Region's 24 records have occurred since 1997. Providing testament to the adaptability and continued expansion of Barred Owls in the Pacific Northwest, 87, including 20 pairs, were found during Jul surveys on Bainbridge I., Kitsap (J. Acker). Bainbridge is a 44-km2 semi-rural community 13 km across the water from Seattle, with a population of 22,000. Barred Owls were unknown there 15 years ago! A Long-eared Owl near Rochester, Thurston 27 Jun was suggestive of local nesting (bred at this site in 1998), a very rare event in w. Washington (S. Wechsler). The discovery of 2 Long-eared Owl owlets at Snagboat Bend N.W.R., Linn 8 Jul (J. Fontaine, WDR et al.) provided only the 6th nesting record for the WV. A Short-eared Owl w. of Lebanon, Linn 26 Jun (J. Geier) was rare for summer in the W.V. A pair of Boreal Owls was heard duetting e. of Tollgate, Umatilla 9 Jun (R. & G. Shoemake); they have been reported regularly from this area over the past two decades.
	Black Swifts moved northward along the Oregon coast into early Jun; 76 streamed by N.S.C.B, 4 Jun, and on 8 Jun, 145 flew past New R., Coos 8 Jun (TR) and 27 cruised over Cascade Head, Tillamook (PP). Black Swifts were also widely reported in the Columbia Basin lowlands, where they are quite rare in summer. These included 36 near Vantage 10 Jun (KA), several over Potholes Res. 14 Jun (D Martin), 11 at Central Ferry Canyon, Douglas 7 Jul (M. Mathis), and 3 near Biscuit Ridge, Walla Walla 6 Jun (EH). Heavy snows and lingering winter conditions at higher elevations may have forced these swifts to forage at lower elevations, where they are seldom seen except during migration. On the west-side, the unprecedented spring incursion of Calliope Hummingbirds persisted into Jun, with 3 in the Portland area 2-4 Jun (JW, M. Gellerman) and a single at Cascade Head 13 Jun (PP). A single Anna's Hummingbird at Amazon Creek Marsh, Stevens 5 Jul (M. Bartels, ph. T. Mansfield) was far out of range in ne. Washington. A male Broad-tailed Hummingbird brightened Frenchglen, Harney 6 
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Jun (A. Contreras et al.); though often reported Jun Jul, this species is rarely well documented in Oregon. Oregon's 3rd Red-headed Woodpecker brightened Malheur 6 Jul (ph. L. Redmond); Oregon's first was found a few km s. of this site 21 Jun 1987. A Yellow-shafted Flicker x Red-shafted Flicker intergrade inhabited Admiralty Cove, Island 28 Jun (SM); increased observer diligence has demonstrated that such birds are rare but regular during summer in the RT., where they are common during the winter.

PASSERINES
Twelve migrant Olive-sided Flycatchers still at Portland's Mt. Tabor 8 Jun (A&CH) illustrate the protracted nature of northbound flycatcher migrations; all were gone a week later. Fourteen Least Flycatchers in e. Washington equaled last summer's record showing. The southernmost of four pairs returned to Waitsburg, Walla Walla for the 3rd year in a row (BW). Five additional singing males appeared to be without mates. A migrant visited Washtucna 2 Jun (BF). Oregon had just 2 Leasts: one at Fields 12 Jun (EM, A&CH) and another near Crescent Junction, Klamath 14 Jun (KS). A singing Alder Flycatcher near Clarkston, Asotin (†J. Trochet) is Washington's 4th. An Eastern Phoebe at Malheur 11 Jun (ES, A&CH) adds to about 10 previous Oregon records, nearly all mid-May—mid-Jun. Western Oregon had 5 extralimital Ash-throated Flycatchers 1 Jun-18 Jul, with 4 in the WV and one at Brookings 17 Jun (D. Munson). A returning male near Brownsville, Linn 1 Jun+ appeared unmated (BA). A Regional record 44 Red-eyed Vireos were near Rockport, Skagit 21 (SM, R. Shaw).
	Downslope movements of Clark's Nutcrackers

SA Researchers studying rare Streaked Horned larks (L. a. strigata) in the WV found 220 pairs and 200+ nests (includes many re-nesting attempts), which represents a sizeable portion of this "uncommonly vulnerable" taxon's reproductive effort (R. P. Moore). Combined surveys in Oregon and Washington suggest that the entire population of this subspecies numbers about 1,300 birds (BA), though more thorough exploration of private lands in the s. WV might push this total upwards. Strigata is probably extirpated in s. British Columbia and Oregon's Rogue River Valley, and recent analysis suggests that it is declining rapidly in Washington. Its breeding range is now mostly confined to limited portions of w. Washington, islands along the lower Columbia R., and the s. WV. Human encroachment and the intensification of agriculture throughout this range present the greatest threats to the survival of this subspecies.

into Klickitat and Spokane were apparently localized events. In Klickitat, 20 nutcrackers were on Burdoin Mt. 1 Jul (SJ), and 4 along the Columbia R. at Bingen 19 Jul (SJ) were locally unprecedented during summer. In Spokane, singles visited Quartz Mt. 21 Jun (G. Sheridan) and L. Philleo 26 Jul (J. Isacoff). Two+ nutcrackers along the Coos/Curry line sw. of Mt. Bolivar were well n. of their known range in the Siskiyou Mts.
	Two Bank Swallows at Finley 22 Jun suggested local nesting (WDR). On 5 Jun, a Juniper Titmouse was at Frenchglen, Harney (JC, BTh), where they are unknown as breeders. Reports of single Rock Wrens at sites above 600 m. elevation in se. Coos 19 & 22 Jun suggest that this species may nest in that county (TR). The continuing expansion of Bewick's Wrens across e. Washington was evidenced by a singleton n. of Davenport, Lincoln 7 Jul (C&JC). Though Mountain Bluebirds are rare but annual along the outer coast during migration, one at Cape Blanco 21 Jun (TJW) was, perhaps, unprecedented for summer. Equally odd was a singing male Mountain in the Siskiyou N.F. near the Curry/Josephine line 22 Jun (J. Fontaine); this species is not known to breed in either county. Two singing Veeries enlivened Steptoe Butte, Whitman 9 Jun (T. Gray), and a pair was there 24 Jun (GS, J. Isacoff). This islet of deciduous growth amidst a sea of dryland wheat monoculture would seem unlikely breeding habitat for this woodland specialist. After a two-year absence, a Veery returned to the species' only westside colony: County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit 28 Jun (RK, KKe). A Varied Thrush at Windust Park, Franklin 6 Jun (D. Rockwell, MH) was five to six weeks tardy.
	All but 2 of the season's 10 Northern Mockingbirds were in Oregon. Of interest was an imm. at Yachats, Lincoln 26 Jun (DPy) and a juv. at Fort Rock S.P., Lake (DSc); this species is a very rare breeder in the Region. Brown Thrashers graced both states; one at Brothers, Deschutes 5 Jun (JC, BTh) was Oregon's 27th, and Washington's 10th inhabited Fort Walla Walla Natural Area, Walla Walla 12-14 Jun (†MMLD).
	Lone male Nashville Warblers sang persistently at Corvallis 9-12 Jun (R Comeleo) and Mary’s Peak, Benton 27 Jun (WDR); both sites are more than 50 km n. of the northernmost known breeding sites in Oregon's Coast Range. A Northern Parula on N.S.C.B. 2 Jun was Coos's 2nd; the majority of the Region's records occur late Apr—early Jul. Yellow Warblers were still passing northward through w. Oregon

SA Swainson's Thrush that appeared to be of the Olive-backed subspecies group (swainsoni group) was well observed at Rainy Pass, Skagit 8 Jul (TA, RM), and the observers thought that others of this subspecies group might be present. The breeding range of Olive-backed Thrush in Washington was thought limited to ne. highlands plus the Blue Mts. in the se., with all breeders on both slopes of the Cascade Mts. considered to be of the Russet-backed subspecies group (ustulatus group; Birds of Washington, 2005). However, Ruegg (2008; Evolution 62: 452-466) detected swainsoni by mtDNA techniques as far w. as British Columbia's Sunshine Coast, and over 50% of the Swainson's Thrushes sampled only 50 km inland at Whistler were swainsoni. On the w. slope of Washington's Cascades, limited sampling found only ustulatus, but on the e. slope, 4 of 9 birds sampled by Ruegg in Wenatchee N.F. had swainsoni mtDNA. Therefore, it is quite possible that swainsoni or intergrade swainsoni/ustulatus breed extensively on the e. slope of Washington's Cascades and possibly in small numbers on the w. slope as well.

8 & 13 Jun, respectively (PP). Washington's 14th Magnolia Warbler, at Nahcotta, Pacific 27 Jun (†JG) was just the 3rd for summer; most have been early Sep—early Oct. A Myrtle Warbler visited Bainbridge I., Kitsap 4 Jun (BW); Washington has 10 previous summer records, all but two since 2000. A female Blackburnian Warbler near Fields 12 Jun (†A&CH) was Oregon's 14th; northbound vagrants have all been 29 May-17 Jun. The season's Black-and-white Warbler was e. of Springfield, Lane 9 Jun (†D. Westerfield); the Region has averaged 2+ per summer in recent years. The isolated westside colony of American Redstarts at County Line Ponds, Whatcom held 6 ads. this season (TA, RM). Four west-side vagrants were reported 6-24 Jun. A single redstart at Malheur 6 Jun was the only eastside stray; American Redstarts are fairly common breeders in ne. Washington. Single Ovenbirds brightened Malheur 2 Jun (DSc, PS) and Bend 3 Jun (S. Hurd et al.); they are nearly annual at Harney oases May—Jun. Yellow-breasted Chats continued expanding into w. Washington, with 10+ reported this summer; most interesting among these were a very rare coastal bird singing near Frances, Pacific 14-17 Jun (BT, W. Johnson) and the most northerly at Rockport, Skagit 28 Jun and 5 Jul (KKe, RK, TA, RM).
	A male Summer Tanager initially detected at Camp Sherman, Jefferson in late May remained through 7 Jun (fide CG, ph. D. Kook); two-thirds of Oregon's antecedent records are during May-Jun. Oregon’s first photographically documented Eastern 
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Towhee was a male at Malheur 1 Jun (ph. J. Carlson, Becky Carlson); the only other accepted record involved a female at West Linn, Clackamas 3 Apr 2001 (O.B.R.C.). A Chipping Sparrow x Clay-colored Sparrow hybrid at Liberty L, Spokane 7 Jun (ph. CC) provides the 2nd record of this somewhat cryptic cross in the Region; the other such hybrid wintered at Eugene 1979-1980. Sauvie I. hosted a singing Clay-colored Sparrow 5 Jun (ph. Shawneen Finnegan et al.); there are fewer than five Jun—Jul records for Oregon, even though northbound birds have been nearly annual during May of late. Brewer's Sparrows did not duplicate their irruption of 2007, yet there was a minor incursion in the WV.; one returned near Brownsville, Linn (BA), and another was singing s. of Corvallis 24 Jun (WDR). Western Washington's lone Brewer's was at Windy Gap, King 22 Jun (EH); during summer 2007, 8 were at this site. An ad. Brewer's feeding 2 juvs. at Thornton Creek, Lincoln 25 Jul (D. Faxon) is utterly unprecedented in Oregon's Coast Range. A Lark Sparrow se. of Springfield 15 Jun (J. Hayes) was well outside the Apr—mid-May window for WV overshoots. A pair of Black-throated Sparrows at Steptoe Butte, Whitman 24 Jun-4 Jul (GS, TL) marked the 3rd straight year for the species at this locale. A totally out-of-range Black-throated was discovered along the U.S./Canada border near L Osoyoos, Okanogan 17 Jul (B. McKay, D. Brown). For the 2nd time in three years, Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared in the Region during mid-summer; singles were at Vantage, Kittitas 30 Jun (RHi) and Portland 2 Jul (WG).
	A male Northern Cardinal that visited a Portland feeder 7 Jun (fide HN) continued a recent spate of westside sightings; these sightings are not believed to involve naturally occurring vagrants. Among 9 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 4 Jun-16 Jul, a molting male at Prineville, Crook 16 Jul (CG) was the lone eastside bird. A pair of ad. Lazuli Buntings feeding nestlings at Seaside, Clatsop 12 Jul (ph. E. Cain, MP, S. Warner) constitutes an extremely rare outer coastal breeding record. Six Indigo Buntings were evenly split e. and w. of the Cascades; all but one occurred 4-11 Jun, with a male at Lebanon, Linn 26 Jun+ (R. Krabbe) providing the outlier. Images of a male Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Bunting hybrid at Eugene's Bloomburg Park (ph. S. Maulding, DSc, PS) suggest that it was not the same bird photographed there in 2007. Hybrids have periodically appeared at this site since a mixed pair was discovered in 1994.
	Though Bobolinks occur somewhat regularly in neighboring Crook, one at Black Butte Ranch 5 Jun (fide PS) was apparently a Deschutes first. The Common Grackle found at Frenchglen in May remained through 4 Jun (WG et al.). Five Great-tailed Grackles 9-24 Jun included 3 at F.R.R. 11-13 Jun (I. Barnes, m.ob.). A single was e. of Klamath Falls 9 Jun (DH), and one at Liberty L., Spokane 24 Jun (R. Dexter) was a returnee; this species remains far rarer in Washington than it is in Oregon. A male Baltimore Oriole was e. of Ashland 14 Jun (WG); this species is nearly annual in Oregon late May—Jun. Remnants of this spring's irruption of White-winged Cross-bills into Washington included singles at Harts Pass/Slate Park 30 Jun-22 Jul (KT, TA, S. Schlick) and 10 at Salmo Mt., Pend Oreille 18 Jul (TL). A Lesser Goldfinch at P.S.B. 5 Jul (SM) continued a recent pattern of northerly vagrancy in w. Washington. Additional singles at Biscuit Ridge, Walla Walla 7 Jun (BW) and Asotin, Asotin 10 Jun provide further evidence of eastward expansion.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Bob Altman, Tom Aversa (Washington), Range Bayer (Lincoln), Matt Brady, Kathy Castelein, Craig & Judy Corder (Spokane), John Crowell, Dennis Duffy, Daniel Farrar, Catherine Flick, Bob Flores, John Gatchet, Chuck Gates (Crook), George Gerdts, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson (Washington), Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Wink Gross, Dave Haupt, Randy Hill, Adrian & Christopher Hinkle, Michael Hobbs, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston (s.-cen. Washington, Hood River), Kraig Kemper, Robert Kundtz, Bill & Nancy LaFramboise (Lower Columbia Basin), Dave Lauten, Terry Little, Ryan Merrill, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson), Steven G. Mlodinow, Russ Namitz; Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Clallam), Mike Patterson (Clatsop), Diane Pettey, Phil Pickering, Steve Pink, Roger Robb, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), W. Douglas Robinson (Benton, Marion, Polk), Em Scattaregia, Don Schrouder, Ryan Shaw, Tim Shelmerdine, Gina Sheridan, Paul Sherrell, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Ryan Terrill, Bill Thackaberry, Khanh Tran, Terry J. Wahl, Jay Withgott, Roger Windemuth.
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