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[bookmark: _GoBack]The season started warm and cuddly, with modestly elevated temperatures and very low rainfall, particularly in August, when the Region received less than one third of its usual precipitation. Then November arrived and unleashed a fury of storms, with high winds and record rainfall & Washington had its wettest month ever and Oregon its sixth wettest November. 
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Surprisingly, the November lashings did not blow a host of seabirds inshore. Fall 2006 did provide its share of mega-rarities, including two Regional firsts and additional first state records for Washington and Oregon. During August and September, there was a whiff of a montane invasion, perhaps due to extensive forest fires. Finally, shorebird numbers seemed subpar nearly across the board.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA); W.V. (Willamette Valley, OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH COOTS
A Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (subspecies gambelli) at Edmonds, Snohomish 4-10 Nov (ph. SM, C. Riddell, DD) furnished about the 5th record from Washington, all of which were Sep—Dec. The entire Tule Goose population (approximately 7200) breeds in the Alaskan taiga, stages in s.-cen. Oregon, and winters in California's central valley (Pacific Flyways Study Committee 2003). Single Emperor Geese enlivened Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 28 Oct-11 Nov (WC, C. Ledford), Ferndale, Whatcom 11-12 Nov (J. Meche), and Astoria 2 Nov+ (MP); the Region averages about 2 per fall. At least 4 ad. and 4 imm. Blue Geese graced Fir I., Skagit 4 Nov+ (CW, SM, W. Russell). Almost all of w. Washington’s Snow Geese hail from the colony on Wrangel I., Siberia, which has had a growing number of Blue Geese, including 11 ads. that produced 10+ young this year (V. Baranyuk). A Snow Goose at Vanport Wetlands, Multnomah 5 Sep was a month early (AF). Another Snow Goose x Canada/Cackling Goose hybrid visited the Columbia Basin at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 11 Nov (M&MD). Par for fall, single errant Ross Geese appeared at Othello, Adams 14 Oct (BF) and McNary N.WR. 27 Nov (M&MD). A Lesser Canada Goose (subspecies parvipes) at Sun lakes, Grant 1 Sep was about a month early (SM, BSW). A Cackling Goose, subspecies unknown, at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 13 Aug (G. McWethy) and a taverneri Cackling Goose at Lind Coulee, Grant 26 Aug (SM) probably summered locally; migrants typically first appear in late Sep. A congregation of 22 minima Cackling Geese at Moses L., Grant 25 Nov likely set an e. Washington record (BF, SM, DSc). Rare away from salt water, a Black Brant inhabited Kent, King 25-29 Oct (D. Swayne), and 2 visited Eugene 1 Nov (DI). A Trumpeter Swan at Lyman, Skagit 2 Sep+ was about two months early (GB), while 2 at Cape Blanco 28 Nov were exceptionally far s., providing Curry's 4th record (LM, TJW), The male Falcated Duck returned to Coburg, Lane 14 Nov+ for the 4th consecutive year (J. Harding). The only eastside Eurasian Wigeons were at Bingen, Klickitat 3 Nov (SJ) and Hatfield L., Deschutes late Oct+ (fide CG). A very rare Mallard x Gadwall hybrid inhabited Vashon I., King 12 Nov (EH). No Eurasian Teal were detected for the 2nd consecutive fall. Ring-necked Ducks were unusually abundant, evidenced by 1385 at Everett 23 Nov (SM), 1826 at Wells Pool, Okanogan/Douglas 15 Nov (RH), and 1960 at Wanapum Pool, Grant 16 Nov (RH). A male Tufted Duck at Philomath, Benton 5 Nov provided the first fall record since 2000 (J. Fontaine, R. Moore); Tufteds are annual Dec—Apr. A stunning 10,230 scaup, about 80% Greaters, were at Wanapum Pool 16 Nov (RH), likely attracted there by Eurasian Milfoil (Myriophyllium spicatum) and Curly-leaf Pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), both introduced species. Washington's 3rd Steller's Eider graced Edmonds 28 Sep (†DD, S. Pink); Washington's prior

SA - A Washington’s first photographically documented Richardson's Cackling Goose subspecies hutchinsii; brightened Sun Lakes, Grant 8 Nov (DG). This was followed by 6 Richardson’s among a throng of lesser Canada Geese at Steamboat Rock, Grant 25 Now (SM, DSc BF), Previous Regional records include 2 birds in Walla Walla Mar 2006 and one specimen from Klamath Falls (Aldrich 1946, Wilson Bulletin 58: 94-103). Since many of the Columbia Basin’s wintering Mallards moffitti Canada Geese come from Alberta (D. Kraege), vagrancy by Richardson's Geese to our Region may not be so surprising. 
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This Tule Greater White-fronted Goose (race gambelii) was at Edmonds, Snohomish County, Washington 4-10 (here 9) November 2006. This endangered population can be recognized from the widespread race, frontalis, by the relatively dark head and neck, the long and large bill, and the eye-ring (latter not present on all individuals). For good discussions of taxonomy and identification of the Tule Geese, see articles by J. L. Dunn and J. Y. Takekawa in the Central Valley Bird Club Bulletin, winter 2005. Photograph by Steve Mlodinow.

records are of birds that arrived in Sep or Oct. A Harlequin Duck, extremely rare on the lowland eastside, brightened Hood River 4 Sep (SJ). Peak counts of Surf and White-winged Scoters at Boiler Bay were a goodly 20,000 and 8000, respectively, on 14 Nov (PP). A flock of 20 Surfs at Hagg L, Washington 7 Oct was probably w. Oregon's largest ever away from salt water (GG). On the eastside, a measly 18 Surf Scoters (14 Oct+) and 8 White-wingeds (20 Oct+) were noted. The only eastside Long-tailed Duck visited Hatfield L., Deschutes 28 Oct (H. Horvath), well below the fall eastside average of seven. A Long-tailed Duck at Washougal, Skamania 24 Nov+ yielded a very rare interior westside record (WC). Extremely rare, a Hooded Merganser x goldeneye hybrid was found on Bass L, Skamania 4 Nov (ph. G. McWethy). A tally of 250 Hooded Mergansers on Banks L., Grant 25 Nov likely set a Washington record (SM, DSc, BF). A Red-breasted Merganser at Two Rivers H.M.U., Walla Walla 2 Sep was about three weeks early for the eastside (M&MD). Walla Walla's first Mountain Quail at Biscuit Ridge 24 Aug was especially notable given the species' substantial decline in the Blue Mts. (MD). The excellent passage of loons at Boiler Bay included peak counts of 20,000 Red-throateds 11 Nov (PP) and 160,000 Pacifics on 24 Nov (PP, D. Tracy). A subpar 3 Yellow-billed Loons included an early bird at Westport 17 Sep (BLB). A tally of 497 Pied-billed Grebes at Smith/Bybee Lakes, Multnomah 29 Aug was unprecedented for Oregon (JW). Away from breeding areas, 8 westside Clark's Grebes 11 Sep+ was low. Fifteen pelagic trips—eight out of Westport (BT, BLB), six out of Newport (GG), and one out of Charleston (GG)—comprised the standard offshore coverage this fall. In addition, JGi and OS rode a cruise ship as it passed 35-100 km off the Oregon coast 25 Sep. Four Laysan Albatrosses were found off Westport, 12 Aug-4 Sep, the highest total since 1999. Black-footed Albatross counts averaged just over 50 per trip, about half of normal. A Black-footed Albatross from shore at Cape Flattery 11 Aug was only the 2nd such record for Washington (CW), the first coming from the same location 24 Jul 2005. A radio-tagged juv. Short tailed Albatross was off Lane, Douglas, and Coos 18-20 Oct (fide TR) and also passed through Washington and British Columbia waters; although the species is virtually annual of late in the Region, there are still only about 10 modern-day Oregon records. Northern Fulmars were found in good numbers, with most trips finding hundreds. Washington's 2nd Greater Shearwater was off Westport 10 Sep (ph. T. Norris, SMi); there are eight prior records from the ne. Pacific, five
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This Cackling Goose of the nominate subspecies at Blue Lake, Grant County, Washington 8 November 2006 provided the first photographically documented record of this subspecies for the state. Photograph by Denny Granstrand.

from 3 Aug-15 Oct. Only 10 Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found, all off Westport. Sooty Shearwater numbers offshore were very low, averaging about 3500 per trip off Westport and fewer than 100 per trip off Oregon. The from-shore maximum was a goodly 160,000 at N. Cove, Pacific 7 Aug (CW). The season's offshore total of Short-tailed Shearwaters was a pitiful 3, but a surprising 500

SA - Aechmophorus grebes first bred at F.F.R. in the early 1990s, with numbers rapidly increasing thereafter (F.R.R. remains the only regular westside nesting location for these species). A directed boat survey of F.R.R. 14 Sep yielded 800+ grebes (DI, DF), topping the prior W.V. record of 575 from Oct 2004 (DI). Approximately 10% were Clark’s, and about 25-30% were juvs., suggesting excellent breeding success. As the lake was drawn down starting 1 Oct, 1200-1400 grebes consistently congregated below the dam through Nov (DI). This fall also saw w. Washington’s first breeding record of Aechmophorus grebes, which was surprising in several ways. It occurred on urbanized Juanita Bay, King, an unexpected locale, with nest-building starting at the late date of mid-Aug. Among the 5 ads. with 3 young on 11-13 Sep was an apparent Western Grebe x Clark’s Grebe hybrid and a probable pure Clark’s (ph. M. F. Mathis).

were reported from Boiler Bay 24 Nov (PP). Buller’s Shearwaters were present in normal numbers off Oregon, with 50+ per trip mid-Aug–mid-Oct, while Washington had a paltry 56 total. Most unusual from shore, 2 Buller's were at Cape Flattery 11 Aug (CW). Single Manx Shearwaters were off Westport 9 Sep (SMi, BLB), off Newport 30 Sep (ph. GG), and at Boiler Bay 16 Oct and 24 Nov (PP); additionally, a Manx-type shearwater was at Cape Flattery 2-11 Aug (J. Bryant, CW). Other than the impressive raft of 1400 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off Newport 30 Sep, the average was a scant 20 per trip. Leach's Storm-Petrels, present in good numbers all summer off Westport, continued at about 50 per trip through mid-Aug before disappearing; typically only 10-15 are found all fall. Oddly, the few P.T. records of Leach’s are later: mid-Oct–mid-Nov. This fall, singles were over Possession Bank, Island 27 Oct (B. Higgins), at Edmonds, Snohomish 29 Oct (DD, SM), and off Seattle 20 Nov (BSW). An ill Masked Booby, the Region's first, was found near Portland along the Columbia R. in mid-Aug (*Slater Museum); given the proximity to a major port, some degree of ship assistance seems likely. A Blue-footed Booby appeared over Padilla Bay, Skagit 6 Aug (ph. R. Merrill); Washington's previous record was from Everett 23 Sep 1935, and Oregon's sole record was from Lincoln 7-9 Sep 2002. Good numbers of American White Pelicans again favored the W.V., with a peak of 40 at F.R.R. 13 Sep (DI). Six Brown Pelicans in P.T.
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during Sep was fairly typical, but an amazing 44 in Nov were far later than usual; the peak was 25 at Port Angeles 16 Nov (B. Boekelheide), and the last lingered off Bainbridge I., Kitsap through 28 Nov (BSW). Undoubtedly part of the same storm-driven phenomenon was an exceptionally rare inland Brown Pelican at Portland 5 Nov (B. Sharp). The continuing northward explosion of Great Egrets was evidenced by an astonishing 549 at Smith/Bybee Lakes, Multnomah 20 Oct (AF) and 186 at Ridgefield 26 Oct (JE); incredibly, a single Great Egret near Portland was newsworthy 30 years ago. Snowy Egrets also wandered n. in good numbers, including singles at Potholes Res., Grant 13 Aug and 9 Sep (DSc, MDu), Nisqually 13-24 Aug (G. McWethy), and Ridgefield 2-3 Sep (JD, K. Knittle). It was another poor fall for Cattle Egrets, represented by singles at Fir I., Skagit 21 Oct-5 Nov (M. Axelson), Astoria 2 Nov (MP), and F.R.R. 22-26 Nov (D. Brown). Spokane's first Green Heron inhabited Green Acres 7 Aug-21 Sep (A. Roberson). Another eastside Green Heron was at Conboy L. in mid-Sep (fide SJ); this species has become annual in w. Klickitat. Red-shouldered Hawks continued to march northward, with a goodly 6+ found in Washington (2 Sep+), the northernmost of which were singles at Kennedy Cr., Mason 22 Oct (J. Buchanan) and near Sequim, Clallam 9 Nov (G. Kridler). Oregon's 4 Broad-winged Hawks were all westside 7-14 Oct; most unusual, none were reported from Cascade hawkwatches. Single Swainson's Hawks, still considered very rare on the westside, were near Ashland, Jackson 9 Aug (FL) and Florence, Lane 21 Oct (AC, DP). Five Gyrfalcons were detected, including an exceptionally early bird at Coos Bay 7 Sep (J. Metzler). Prairie Falcons showed poorly on the westside, with only 3 in Oregon and one in Washington, a bird at Ridgefield 25 Nov+ (A. Larrabee, WC). A tally of 20,715 American Coots at Wells Pool, Okanogan/Douglas 15 Nov (RH) demonstrated the importance of still waters behind dams for some species.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
This fall’s 61 golden-plovers likely represented the worst fall total ever. A record-low 13 Americans, 10 Aug-28 Oct, included one eastside bird at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 3 Sep (CW). The pitiful tally of Pacific Golden-Plovers was 38. Coastal Snowy Plover recovery efforts appear to be succeeding, with 179 ads. producing 109 fledgling-, the highest counts since the project started in 1990; 72 on Siltcoos Beach, Lane 10 Oct was the single site maximum (D. Lauten). The Region's first Common Ringed Plover graced P.S.B. 23 Sep (†JB, †CCx); though a rare-but-regular migrant and occasional breeder on Alaska's Bering Sea Is., this appears to be the first w. North American record s. of Alaska. 
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This Common Ground-Dove visited Cape Blanco, Curry County on 3 August 2006, furnishing Oregon’s second record. Photograph from digital video by Lois Miller.

A Semi-palmated Plover at Redmond, Deschutes 12 Nov was about a month late for eastside (S. Dougill). An American Avocet at Bennington L, Walla Walla 8-15 Nov was the latest ever for e. Washington (M&MD). Rare on the westside, avocets attended Ridgefield 19 Sep (BC) and Rock Cr., Lane 2 Sep (JG). Lesser Yellowlegs numbers were dismal: fewer than 10 were reported from c. Oregon over the entire fall. Solitary Sandpipers, however, had another good fall, with 59 through 22 Sep split 39 eastside and 20 westside. Lone Willets, not annual in the P.T./W.V., visited Kennedy Cr. estuary, Mason 12-18 Aug and 13 Nov+ (J. Buchanan). Utterly bizarre was a Wandering Tattler foraging on lawns and sidewalks 70 km+ inland at Dallas, Polk 22 Aug (B. Tice). Five interior westside Long-billed Curlews, 4 Aug-22 Sep, was above average. A rare eastside Whimbrel favored Hatfield L., Deschutes 25 Aug (D. Hale). An ad. Hudsonian Godwit brightened Warm Beach, Snohomish 13 Aug (M. Roening); this species has become annual in the Region, though records of ads. are still few. Rare on the eastside, a Marbled Godwit was at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 20 Aug (M&MD) and Powell Butte, Crook 13 Oct (CG). The season's only Bar-tailed Godwit was at Westport 30 Sep-26 Oct (MDu, †J. Ellis); the Region has recently averaged approximately 6 per fall. A Red Knot, very rare on the eastside, graced Potholes Res., Grant 30 Sep (DSc); perhaps even rarer was one at F.R.R. 10-18 Sep, only the 2nd ever in fall in the W.V. (TM). Twenty-two eastside Sanderlings, 13 Aug-16 Sep, was well below average. Semi-palmated Sandpiper showed well again this fall, with approximately 115 in Washington, 18 in w. Oregon, and 5 in e. Oregon; the peak was 15 at Corfu, Grant 15 Aug (CW, RTS). Oregon's 8th Red-necked Stint at Florence Lane 4-6 Oct was the state’s latest by nearly two months and the Region's first juv. (AC, †DI, †B, & Z. Stotz, ph. DP). Three Baird's Sandpipers foraging on a snowbank at approximately 1900 m on Table Mt., Whatcom must have been startling (H. Flores), though this species may be a regular migrant through our alpine areas. Eleven Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were recorded 15 Sep-7 Nov, the lowest total since 2001 but still well above the 1990s average: A Sharp-tailed at Y.R.D. 30 Oct-4 Nov continued the recent string of eastside records, where formerly exceptionally rare (L. Ness, W. Terrell). Two Dunlins at Hatton, Adams 1 Aug were more than three weeks early for anywhere in the Region and were especially early for the eastside (BF). Oregon's 15th Curlew Sandpiper graced N.S.C.B. 13-14 Sep (TR). Thirty-four Stilt Sandpipers represented the lowest Regional total since 2002; most were reported 15 Aug-15 Sep, but a late bird lingered at P.S.B. through 28 Oct (SM, BT). Ten Buff-breasted Sandpipers, 9 in Oregon and one in Washington, was near normal; the maximum was 6 at favored N.S.C.B. 1 Sep (RN, TR), while one there 2 Oct was record late (TR) and one at F.R.R. 28-30 Aug furnished a very rare interior westside record (DF). An unprecedented 17 Ruffs 22 Aug-18 Oct included 3 near Sequim, Clallam 22 Sep (B. Boekelheide) and, very rare for the interior westside, 2 at Ridgefield 12-16 Sep (JE, M. Fleming, BC). A goodly 19 Short-billed Dowitchers were detected on the eastside, mostly 18-24 Aug, including a peak of 7 at Othello 18 Aug (BF) and a late bird at Soap L., Grant 15 Oct (DSc). A gathering of 2000 Red-necked Phalaropes at Soap L. 19 Aug eclipsed the prior e. Washington record (DSc). Rare in the P.T., a Red Phalarope swam off Jeff Head, Kitsap 27-30 Sep (BSW, G. Gerdts, EH); even more unusual was a Red Phalarope nearly 160 km inland at Lost Creek Res., Jackson 30 Oct, where storm-driven vagrants are most unusual (N. Barrett). South Polar Skuas were generally scarce offshore, averaging about 2 per trip, excepting extraordinary tallies of 23 on 30 Sep off both Newport and Westport (BT, GG). Truly amazing were 2 storm-driven South Polar Skuas at Boiler Bay (PP) and one at Cannon Beach (JW), both 24 Nov; this species is extremely rare after mid-Oct. Offshore jaeger numbers were unremarkable, excepting 380 Pomarines and 95 Long-taileds tallied 25 Sep off Oregon (JGi, OS); the Pomarine count is likely a Regional record. Oregon 6th inland Pomarine Jaeger visited Philomath, Benton 15 Oct (J. Fontaine). Additionally, a stunning 9 Po-
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marines were found inside the P.T., where not annual, 16 Aug-22 Sep, including 4 at Seattle 25 Aug (MBa, EH). A Parasitic Jaeger at Rosario Head, Skagit 18 Nov was about three weeks late (MB, GB). A Long-tailed Jaeger at F.R.R. 21 Sep furnished Oregons latest inland record and just the 2nd for the W.V. (DI); not annual in the P.T., a Long-tailed adorned P.N.P. 16 Sep (VN). Thirty-one Franklin's Gulls were found away from their se. Oregon haunts, the best tally in years, including a peak of 7 near Sequim, Clallam 9 Sep (RN) and a very late bird at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 27 Nov (BSW). The eastside's 10th and latest-ever Heermann's Gull was near Lyle, Klickitat 14 Nov († SJ). A remarkable 10,000 Ring-billed Gulls gathered along the Stillaguamish delta, Snohomish 5 Nov (CW), and a Regional-record 50,000 California Gulls crowded N. Cove, Pacific 7 Aug (CW). Ten Thayer's Gulls at Blue L, Grant 10 Nov likely set an eastside record (G. Gerdts, BSW). Almost annual of late, Washington's 15th Iceland Gull at Blue L. 5 Nov also provided the earliest fall record by nearly three weeks (DSc, ph. W. Terrell). A Lesser Black-backed Gull returned to the Coulee Lakes, Grant, for its 3rd consecutive year, 18 Oct-6 Nov (ph. TA). Three Glaucous Gulls, 24 Oct+, was a bit below recent norms. A fairly typical 9 eastside, 4 P.T., and 3 W.V. Sabine's Gulls were noted, almost entirely in Sep, but included an early bird at P.N.P. 4 Aug (VN). The 148 Sabine's off Oregon 25 Sep was the season's highest count (JGi, OS). A Black-legged Kittiwake in se. Thurston farmlands 26 Nov was most unusual (R. Woodin), while one at Edmonds, Snohomish 27 Oct represented the normal rare-but-regular P.T. fare (T. Peterson). Eastside Common Tern numbers plummeted, with only 56 reported 1-19 Sep. Arctic Terns were unreported off Oregon, and only 36 were found off Washington. Five westside Forster's Terns, 29 Aug-9 Oct was supranormal and included a bird at circa 925 m at Timothy L., Clackamas 24 Sep (S. Nord). A Black Tern, not annual during fall on the westside, passed P.N.P. 4 Aug (VN). On 25 Sep, 73 Synthliboramphus murrelets were tallied off Oregon (all but one in Lincoln), eclipsing all previous Regional counts (JGi, OS); only 3 were identified to species, all scrippsi Xantus's. Most were in deeper waters (beyond those visited by typical birder-organized pelagic trips) in the vicinity of tuna schools, consistent with past findings by research vessels. It appears that some Xantus's spend late fall, and perhaps winter, off our shores. Closer to shore, 2 Xantus's were off Westport 6 Aug (subspecies scrippsi; BLB). Unidentified Synthliboramphus murrelets included 2 off Westport 24 Aug (BLB) and one there Westport 30 Sep (SW); Craven's Murrelet has not been identified in the Region but remains a possibility An Ancient Murrelet at Haystack Res., Deschutes 1 Nov (R. Robb) was probably e. Oregon's 2nd, while e. Washington’s 10th Ancient was sliding on its belly through the snow in Yakima 28 Nov (E. Rose); prior records span 10 Aug-3 Dec. 
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This Ancient Murrelet was found scooting on its belly down a snowy Yakima, Washington street on 28 November 2006. Fortunately, it was not found by a predator but by a birder. It was kept safe in a bathtub and fed minced shrimp until released the next day on Puget Sound. Photograph by Denny Granstrand.

A moribund Cassin's Auklet was discovered in N. Portland 16 Nov (fide HN); as far as we know, this is the first instance of inland vagrancy (about 70 km from saltwater) for this species. An Oregon-record 4500 Rhinoceros Auklets passed Boiler Bay 24 Nov (PP). Single Horned Puffins, not annual in Washington, were at Seattle 12 Aug (†P. Rose) and at Cape Flattery 10 Sep (†CCx, †JB); most from-shore records have been from the outer coast Jun-Sep, with the Seattle bird furnishing only the 3rd record e. of Clallam. A Tufted Puffin, very rare in the eastern P.T., was at Seattle 16 & 26 Aug (K. Dieffenbach, CCx). The continued presence of flocks of Band-tailed Pigeons in w. Klickitat suggests they have now colonized this area; this fall's maximum was 12 at White Salmon 16 Sep (B. Stofer, J. Murphy). At least 65 Eurasian Collared-Doves were detected in e. Washington, including maxima of 18 at Washtucna, Adams 5 Nov (M&MD), 13 near Goldendale, Klickitat 21 Aug-13 Sep (B. Hansen, D. Lichtenwald), and 12 at Desert Aim, Grant 1 Oct (fide DG). In Oregon, 56 were found, mostly in the e., with peak counts of 16 at Burns, Harney throughout the fall (T. Janzen), 13 at White City Jackson 18 Oct (J. Harleman), and 10 at Madras, Jefferson 17 Oct (KO). The only w. Washington sighting was of 2 near Stanwood, Snohomish 5 Nov (KAn). Notably, there seemed to be an influx early Oct-mid-Nov. It bears repeating that Washington had but four records of the species prior to 2005. The Region's 2nd Common Ground-Dove enlivened Cape Blanco, Curry 3 Aug (†JW, vt. LM); the first was in Ashland, Jackson 26 Oct 1998. The meager Regional count of 3 Snowy Owls s. to Newport, 18 Nov+, suggested that an echo-invasion was not in the making. Westside Burrowing Owls at Perrydale, Polk 28 Oct+ (RG) and Newport 25 Nov+ (P. Sorenson) represented a typical fall. A road-killed Long-eared Owl at Coos Bay 14 Nov was Coos's 2nd (RN); this species is virtually unknown from the outer coast. Boreal Owls were reported in large numbers, probably due in part to observer effort, with 17 in Washington and 4 in Oregon, all from established locations. Common Poor-wills are rarely found during migration, but virtual fallout of 7 was near Corfu, Grant 16 Sep (RH), while one was at FEALE, Benton 31 Aug (DR). A Black Swift at Oregon City, Clackamas 13 Oct was a month late (L. Fredd). The peak Vaux's Swift tally was 25,000 at the Portland roost 23 Sep (K. Robillard). Oregon's first Ruby-throated Hummingbird enlivened Pendleton, Umatilla 14-17 Sep (A. Skirvin). Western Washington's first fall Black-chinned Hummingbird visited S. Prairie Bog, Skamania 3 Aug (†SJ); the few prior w. Washington records had all been May-Jul. Another Black-chinned in N. Richland, Benton 20 Sep was record late for Washington (B. Woodley). Anna's Hummingbirds continue to appear sporadically on the eastside beyond their established colonies in Klickitat and Deschutes, with singles in Yakima, Benton, Walla Walla, and Umatilla 11 Aug-26 Oct. A Costa’s Hummingbird at S. Prairie, Pierce 30 Sep was about the 8th For Washington (†CW); most have been from Apr/May. In Oregon, single Costa's at Port Orford, Curry through 8 Aug (LM) and Bend 12 Nov (D. Tracy) represented a typical fall. Single Calliope Hummingbirds, not annual on the westside during Fall, visited Portland 20 Aug (WG) and Eugene 8 Oct (D. Gleason). A Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird at Olympia 24 Nov was more than two months late (if indeed a Rufous; R. Mraz). Acorn Woodpeckers continued to wander this fall: one remained at Ft. Simcoe, Yakima through 13 Aug (DG), while singles appeared
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near Cheney, Spokane 8 Sep (M. & E. Stout) and W. Bunch Field, Jefferson 3 Oct (C. & G. Bartlett); the only more northwesterly record comes from near Vancouver, British Columbia 15 Jun 1996. In Oregon, an Acorn wandered eastward to Upper Klamath L. 1 Oct (J. Van Moorhen). A Williamson’s Sapsucker at Davenport; Lincoln 12 Sep was well away from its montane haunts (MW, GS); there is but a handful of such records for the Region. Rare e. of the Cascades, single Red-breasted Sapsuckers were noted at Powell Butte, Crook 23 Sep (D. Schas) and Ochoco Res., Crook 2 Nov (R. Robb). A dusky-colored Downy Woodpecker of the gairdnerii subspecies group was at Grand Coulee, Grant 25 Nov (ph. SM); this bird was likely of the subspecies turati, which is resident in the Cascades and had not previously been recorded this far east. Adding to the whiff of a movement among montane species were out-of-place Hairy Woodpeckers at Vantage 4 Sep (CW) and Hood Park, Walla Walla 18 Sep (M&MD). Rare in w. Washington, an American Three-toed Woodpecker turned up at Government Meadows, King 20 Oct (M. Hobbs), while one at Walton L. 14 Aug was just the 2nd for Crook (D. Schas).

PASSERINES
A tally of 59 Western Wood-Pewees at Bennington L., Walla Walla 3 Aug was unprecedented for Washington (M&MD). More than 7 Least Flycatchers were reported from e. Washington this fall into early Sep, but we have growing concerns about identification of some of these birds. Particularly notable sightings included one near Elk, Pend Oreille 1 Aug in suitable breeding habitat (MW) and a mist-netted juv. that confirmed successful breeding at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane 17 Aug (M. Frobe). Other apparently valid records came from Douglas, Adams, and Spokane. A Dusky Flycatcher, very rare on the westside in fall, visited Cascade Head, Lincoln 10 Sep (PP). Six Say's Phoebes in w. Oregon was about the norm. Western Washington's 20th Ash-throated Flycatcher graced Skagit W.M.A. 20 Aug (SM, K. Morgan); most stray Ash-throateds are found mid-May—late Jul. Eight Tropical Kingbirds this fall, 21 Oct+, was subpar but included singles away from the outer coast at Seattle 16-23 Nov (P. Lynch) and near Sauvie I. 14 Nov+ (H. Fritz). A Western Kingbird near Othello, Adams 26 Sep was record late for e. Washington (BF), and one near Seattle 3 Sep was about a month late for w. Washington, where not annual during fall (A. Knue). This fall's westside Loggerhead Shrike was at Philomath, Benton 8 Nov (WDR). A Blue-headed Vireo was at College Place, Walla Walla 4 Oct (†J. & S. Rogers); Washington has four accepted records, all late Aug—early Sep. Twelve Blue Jays, 1 Oct+, was supranormal; the only westside birds were on Guemes Skagit 17-18 Oct (H. Armstrong, GB). Western Scrub-Jays continue to wander, with 2 in Prosser, Benton 30 Sep (present since at least 1 Jan; B. Proebsting) and one at Wiley City Yakima 12 Oct (K. Bevis). A Northern Rough-winged Swallow at Richland, Benton 19 Nov was about eight weeks late for the eastside (BL, NL). Up to 50,000 Barn Swallows roosted near Dayton, Yamhill during Aug—Sep. A lowland Mountain Chickadee at Tacoma 1 Sep was a bit early (G. Stagner) and did not presage an irruption of that species but coincided with a number of other early Sep strays from montane habitats. A Chestnut-backed Chickadee wandered a modest distance e. of its Cascade Mt. haunts into Yakima 24-30 Nov (R. Repp), while 5 foraging in Mt. Rainier's tundra 27 Sep at approximately 2400 m had wandered up rather than over (TA).
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Hooded Orioles are very rare at fall in the Pacific Northwest, where most records are from spring or early summer. This bird visited a feeder at Port Orford, Curry County, Oregon 26 (here) and 27 October 2006. Photograph by Lois Miller.

Rare w. of the Cascades, a Rock Wren visited Indian L., Jefferson 18 Nov (D. Watkins). A Bewick's Wren at Fields 24 Aug continues of recent trend of reports ne. of their known range in the Great Basin (C. & M. Miller). A House Wren about six weeks late at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 29 Oct (BSW) was followed by an even later one in Tacoma 30 Nov (†G. Stagner). A Golden-crowned Kinglet surprised observers 100 kin off Clatsop 25 Sep (JGi, OS). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher near Florence, Lane 7-28 Oct provided a rare coastal record (AC, J. Sullivan). A flock of 9 Mountain Bluebirds at Cascade Head, Lincoln 21 Oct furnished an outer-coast record high count (PP), while another was exceptionally early at Vancouver L., Clark 13 Aug (WC); this species is not annual during fall w. of the Cascades, and most such records come from the W.V. or P.T. during Nov. A Varied Thrush was at White Salmon, Klickitat 5 Aug (SJ); this species is quite rare away from breeding areas prior to mid-Sep. A Gray Catbird at Spencer I., Snohomish 22 Oct was in w. Washington, where extremely rare, and yielded that state's latest record (†R. Taylor). The Region had a goodly 9 Northern Mockingbirds, 7 in Oregon and 2 in Washington, 2 Sep+; a fledgling near Charleston, Coos 9 Sep had likely hatched nearby (Paul Sullivan). A Sage Thrasher at L. Selmac 16 Oct was a Josephine first and yielded a very rare westside fall record (C. Karlen, Paul Sullivan). A tally of 75 Sage Thrashers near Vantage 26 Aug was apparently a Washington record (SM, CW, BF, RTS) A Brown Thrasher was near Eugene 9 Nov+ (D. Turner, R. Robb.); this species is now nearly annual in Oregon, typically late May—late Jul. A Bohemian Waxwing, no longer annual on the westside, was at Mt. Vernon 29 Nov (S. Lospalluto). Washington's 2nd Blue-winged Warbler was a molting ad. at McCartney Cr., Douglas 1 Aug and had undoubtedly summered locally (ph. D. Stephens). Similarly, 2 Tennessee Warblers near Boundary, Stevens 6 Aug had likely summered (†GS). Another Tennessee at Washtucna, Adams 22 Sep was less surprising (BF), but 4 in Oregon 16-21 Sep was quadruple the norm. An apparent celata Orange-crowned Warbler provided excellent views at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 2 Sep (†SM, CW, BSW, RH). Fifty migrant Nashville Warblers at Bird Cr. Meadows, Yakima 6 Aug likely set a Washington record (BT). Not quite annual during fall, a Chestnut-sided Warbler enlivened Frenchglen, Harney 16 Sep (TR). Washing-
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ton's 13th Magnolia Warbler adorned Sprague L., Lincoln 4 Sep (TA); Magnolias at Malheur 15 Sep (TR, AC) and Thompson Res., Lake 16 Sep (W. Nelson) added to about 40 Oregon records. Oregon's 16th Cape May Warbler brightened Portland 13 Oct (J. Gatchet); most prior records are from spring in se. Oregon. Four Black-throated Gray Warblers e. of the Cascades in Washington, 26 Aug-17 Sep, was about twice the norm. Oregon's 12th Prairie Warbler was near Florence, Lane 25 Sep (†W. Schmidt). Palm Warblers, rare away from the outer coast, showed well, with 3 in the P.T./W.V. 24 Sep-13 Oct plus 2 singles on the eastside: L. of Woods, Pend Oreille 14 Sep (MM) and Columbia Hill, Klickitat 21 Oct (Si). Also of note was a Palm Warbler at approximately 1300 m on Mary’s Peak, Benton 24 Sep (WDR). Four Blackpoll Warblers appeared in Washington, adding to about 20 prior records: Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 3 Sep (BF), Moses L., Grant 7 Sep (†DSc), Sprague L. 13 Sep (ph. PS, GS), and Ridgefield 17-30 Sep (†G. Fredricks); the latter was only w. Washington's 2nd and was the latest ever for that state. Surprisingly, none were found in Oregon. The only Black-and-white Warbler was at Bend, Deschutes 4 Oct (C. & M. Miller). Five westside American Redstarts, 24 Aug-29 Sep, was about three times the norm. An Ovenbird at Malheur 7-10 Sep was quite rare for fall (L. Scuwe); the vast majority of records are from May/Jun. A surprising 8 migrant Northern Waterthrushes were detected in Washington, 15 Aug-4 Oct, split evenly between east and westside; one at Rancho Reata, Benton 4 Oct was the latest ever for e. Washington (N. Ofsthun); another migrant was in Oregon at Malheur 17 Sep (AC). The Kent, King Yellow-breasted Chat lingered through 27 Aug (CW), while one at Marymoor Park, King 13 Sep provided a very late, and very rare, fall w. Washington record (O. & G. Oliver). Western Washington's 6th Green-tailed Towhee, and first for fall, was at Kent, King 2 Oct (†EH). An American Tree Sparrow was unusually far s. on the westside at Millicoma Marsh, Coos 7 Nov (TR). Clay-colored Sparrows were again found in excellent numbers. Following recent trends, 6 of 7 in e. Washington were detected in early Sep; the outlier was in potential breeding habitat near Marble, Stevens 6 Aug (GS). On the westside, 4 were in w. Oregon and 2 in w. Washington, all but one 7 Oct+, as is typical. A Brewer's Sparrow near Windy Gap, King (elevation approximately 1400 m) 24 Sep was only about w. Washington's 9th and 2nd for fall (EH); annual during fall in the W.V., single Brewer's were found at Finley N.W.R., Benton 17 Aug (WDR) and at Brownsville, Linn 18 Aug (J. Fontaine). A Vesper Sparrow visited Johns R., Grays Harbor 24 Sep (KAn); this species is no longer annual during fall in w. Washington. Lark Sparrows, rare in w. Oregon away from the Rogue Valley, included 2 at Cape Blanco in late Aug and another tardy bird there in early Nov (TJW). Western Washington's 4th Grasshopper Sparrow graced Ebey I., Snohomish 21 Oct (†SM); the only other state record after Sep was also from the westside (22 Oct 2002). A Red Fox Sparrow at Olympia 11-18 Nov was about the 20th for Washington (ph. KB). Ten Swamp Sparrows in Washington (28 Sep+) and 16 in Oregon (7 Oct+) represented another good fall. Of note, 4 were on the eastside, where now found regularly. White-throated Sparrows showed well this fall, highlighted by 14 at Millicoma Marsh, Coos 19 Nov (TR). After last year's dismal showing, 6 Harris's Sparrows appeared in Oregon and 5 in Washington, 10 Oct+, the best fall total since 2001. A Slate-colored Junco at Richland, Benton 3 Sep was record early (J. Meisel). Washington's first Smith's Longspur adorned Marymoor Park, King 30 Aug (M. Hobbs, ph. Ollie Oliver, †MBa); the few records from Oregon and California are mostly mid-Sep—late Oct. Four of Oregon's 5 Chestnut-collared Longspurs were along the coast, 2 Oct-12 Nov, where now annual; the 5th was at Lost Creek Res., Jackson 21 Oct (N. Barrett). Two male and one female Northern Cardinal at Burley, Kitsap Jul—Aug (fide K. Brown) were not far from Gig Harbor, where a female found May 2005 later proved to be an escapee. A male cardinal was also in Spokane 1 Oct (fide CC). The pattern of occurrence in Alberta strongly suggests natural vagrancy to that province, yet this species also seems to be a relatively common cage bird, and distinguishing potential vagrants from escaped cage birds in our Region seems nearly impossible. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak, very rare during fall in Washington, was at Washtucna, Adams 8 Sep (ph. P&RS); 2 Rosebreasteds in Oregon was about average. Oregon's 6th Blue Grosbeak visited Pistol R., Curry 8 Sep (D. Munson, ph. B. Stewart), the same location where the state's 4th had been recorded a year ago. An Indigo Bunting at Washtucna 2 Sep was about the 19th for Washington but only about the 3rd fall migrant (BF, †SM, †BSW, RH). A congregation of 120 Bobolinks at McKenzie Meadows, Pend Oreille 1 Aug likely set a Washington record (MW). A migrant Bobolink, rarely found in Washington, stopped at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 8 Sep (JW). On the Oregon coast, where nearly annual, migrant Bobolinks visited N.S.C.B. 8 Aug (TR) and Cascade Head, Lincoln 25 Aug (PP) Tricolored Blackbirds showed evidence of continued range expansion, including 2 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 11 Nov (M&MD) and about 15 at F.R.R. 7-15 Aug (J. Sullivan). Top counts for Washington came from Othello, Adams, with 50 on 8 Sep (SM, BF) and 14 Nov (RH). Rare on the outer coast, a Yellow-headed Blackbird visited Gearhart, Clatsop 22 Oct (D. Haller). Three Rusty Blackbirds in Washington, 10 Oct-6 Nov, represented a typical fall. Coos hosted the only Great-tailed Grackles, with singles at Lakeside 15 Oct-18 Nov (fide TR) and N.S.C.B. 21 Oct (RN). A Hooded Oriole stopped at Port Orford, Curry 26-27 Oct (LM), while Douglas's first was at Reedsport 24-25 Nov (T. Gannon). Though nearly annual in Oregon, most records are from spring/early summer. A Baltimore Oriole brightened Malheur 17 Sep (AC); though the species is annual in Oregon during spring/summer, this is the first fall sighting since 1998. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches seemed unusually prevalent, highlighted by a Hepburn's at O.S. 29 Oct, probably only the 2nd ever on the Washington coast, and 26+ at Mary's Peak, Benton 20 Oct+ (WDR). Pine Grosbeaks appeared in small numbers at lowlands throughout the Region, where typically very rare. The first was at Davenport, Lincoln 28 Oct (G. Blevins), and the southernmost were 2 near Portland 30 Nov (WG). Rare w. of the Cascades, single Cassin's Finches were at Finley N.W.R. 18 Sep (WDR) and Larch Mt , Multnomah 15 Nov (KT). Very rare in the Columbia Basin, a Red Crossbill favored Lyons Ferry, Franklin 20 Oct (M&MD). The only White-winged Crossbills were singles near Cutthroat Pass, Skagit 13 Aug (GB) and Larch Mt. 18 Nov (JG). Common Redpolls showed signs of irrupting as early as late Oct, when extremely rare, with singles at Browns Creek, Pend Oreille 27 Oct (GS) and Portland 25 Oct (N. Brown) plus 15 at Enterprise, Union 28 Oct (KT); other w. Oregon sightings, where very rare, included 14 at Baskett Slough, Polk 28 Nov (R. P. Moore), 2 at Nehalem, Tillamook 23 Nov (P. Blanton), and 2 at Astoria 27 Nov+ (MP). Lesser Goldfinches continue to expand in Washington. This species seems formerly bred in Clark but disappeared from there in 1991. This year, however, a family group was found there in May, and this fall 2 were at Camas 26 Aug (WC), plus local Audubon members reported Lessers at eight additional sites (fide WC). In the P.T., a Lesser visited Spencer I., Snohomish 6 Aug (†S. Atkinson); there are only about six previous P.T. records, the first of which was in 1994
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Evening Grosbeaks were unusually numerous, evidenced by 154 at Battle Ground, Clark 22 Sep (JD) and 500 at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 9 Oct (S. Dougill).

Addenda: A Snowy Owl was at Penrose Pt, Pierce 9 Jul 2006, the Region's first summer record (†M. Cain). Grant's first Ruffed Grouse was at Northrup Canyon 20 Jun 2006 (MB).

Corrigenda: The Washington B.R.C. did not accept the Scarlet Tanager reported from Washtucna, Adams 2 Oct 2006 or the Baltimore Orioles from Vantage, Kittitas 28 May 2006 and Sequim, Clallam 24 May 2006. However, a Lesser Black-backed Gull at Monumental Dam, Walla Walla 1 Jan 2006 was accepted, bringing the Washington total to six records (†M&MD).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kathy Andrich (KAn), Tom Aversa (WA), Matt Bartels (MBa), Jessie Barry, Gary Bletsch, Keith Brady, Trent Bray (Union), Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Bill Clemons, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder (Spokane), Cameron Cox (CCx), Jim Danzenbaker, Mike & MerryLynn Denny (M&MD), Dennis Duffy Matt Dufort (MDu), Joe Engler (Clark), Dan Farrar, Bob Flores, Andy Frank, Chuck Gates (Crook), Joel Geier, Roy Gerig (Marion, Polk), Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Wink Gross, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Randy Hill, Eugene Nunn, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (C. & M. Miller; Deschutes, Jefferson), Lois Miller, Scott Mills (SMi), Russ Namitz, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Diane Pettey, Phil Pickering, W. Douglas Robinson (Benton, Linn) Doug Robberson, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Owen Schmidt, Doug Schonewald (DSc), Ryan T. Shaw (RTS), Gina Sheridan, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Patrick and Ruth Sullivan (P&RS), Khanh Tran, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Brad Waggoner (BSW), Terry J Wahl (TJW), Jay Withgott, Michael Woodruff, Charlie Wright. 

The Winter Season, 2006-07

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons, and Bill Tweit
From early December 2006 into mid January 2007, the Region was buffeted by a series of storms featuring high winds as much as precipitation, but storm-related avian events seemed minimal. Overall, temperatures were average, except February, which was about 2° C above normal. Precipitation was also unremarkable, except during January, which witnessed about two-thirds the normal rainfall and snow. This winter was notable for an influx of Asian/Alaskan waterbirds and an irruption of Pine Grosbeaks and Common Redpolls juxtaposed with the continuing trends of northward range expansion (e.g., Red-shouldered Hawk, Black Phoebe) and wintering by species considered accidental as recently as 1990 (e.g., Wilson's Warbler, Western Tanager).

Abbreviations: Finley (Finley N.W.R., Benton), F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos), P.T. (Puget Trough), W.V. (Willamette Valley), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. Delta, Walla Walla). "East-side" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
Sightings of hybrid waterfowl continue to increase rapidly, along with increased observer scrutiny. Greater White-fronted Geese paired with "white-cheeked" geese were accompanied by their progeny, including 2 Greater White-fronted Geese x minima Cackling Geese at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 17 Feb (ph. SM) and 2 Greater White-fronted Geese x Dusky Canada Geese (B. c. occidentalis) at Baskett Slough, Polk through the season (M. Monroe); interestingly, this latter hybrid has occurred "occasionally" at Baskett Slough and Finley in the past (fide R. Jarvis). Emperor Geese showed well again this winter, with 3 in w. Washington and 4 in w. Oregon. Now annual among wintering Snow Geese in Skagit/Snohomish, an imm. Blue Goose brightened Fir I., Skagit through 24 Jan (CCx, SM), and an ad. was there 24 Feb+ (M. Axelson). A Ross's Goose x Snow Goose hybrid hid among hordes of Snows on Fir I. 20 Jan (ph. SM). Only 3 stray Ross's Geese were noted: 2 in w. Washington and one in w. Oregon. Two dark Canada Geese near Sylvana, Snohomish 3 Dec (CCx) were probably remnants of the flock of B. c. fulva that has wintered annually nearby for more than three decades, once numbering over 100 (R. Caniff). Five Black Brant on the westside away from salt water represented an above-average winter; per usual, 4 were among wintering flocks of Cackling Geese, but one was at Hyatt L. 16 Feb, furnishing Jackson's 5th record (R. Ketchum). A Bewick's Swan near Brady, Grays Harbor 26-31 Dec was about Washington's 8th (ph. P&RS). Most previous Bewick's records were from Skagit, and thus it is not shocking that 3 ad. and one imm. Tundra Swan near Conway 20 Jan appeared intermediate between Whistling and Bewick's Swans (SM, B. Carlson). Somewhat overdue, Washington's first Whooper Swan visited Snohomish 25 Dec-1 Jan (SM) before moving to Conway 4 Jan-17 Feb (TA) and then Ferndale, Whatcom 24 Feb-2 Mar (M. Jordan). A gathering of 500 Wood Ducks at Boardman, Gilliam 24 Feb was likely an eastside record (B. Taylor). The Eugene Falcated Duck remained throughout the winter. An unremarkable 10 Eurasian Wigeons were noted on the eastside; single Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon hybrids, first reported from the eastside in spring 2006. were identified at Vantage 3 Dec (M&MD) and Richland 11 Feb (BW). Not annual during winter, a Blue-
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winged Teal was near Coquille, Coos 7 Jan (M. Wihler). A Washington-record 60,000 Northern Pintails gathered at Lummi Bay, Whatcom 10 Dec (SM, CW, JB). A subpar 7 Eurasian Teal and 6 Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal intergrades were detected this winter. A Ring-necked Duck x scaup hybrid graced Vancouver 17 Feb (SM). Following an excellent fall, Ring-necked Ducks continued in good numbers through the winter, exemplified by counts of 1342 at Rocky Reach Pool and 1142 at Wells Pool in the n. Columbia Basin 8-9 Jan (RH) and 1100 at Post Office L., Clark 1 Feb (TA).

[image: ]
The bills of these adult Tundra Swans near Conway, Skagit County, Washington 20 January 2007 range from 10% to 22% yellow when measured in profile. According to Evans and Sladen (1980; Auk 97: 697-703), this places two of the birds as intermediate between Bewick's (22.9% or more yellow on bill) and Whistling Swan (15.8% or less yellow on bill). The immature in this photograph also appeared intermediate between these subspecies. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow.

Two Tufted Ducks, about par, included one at N.S.C.B. 14 Dec (TR) and a returning bird at Meares L, Tillamook 18 Feb+ (J. & B. Woodhouse). A female Steller's Eider reported from Bray's Pt., Lane 3 Feb would be Oregon's 2nd, if accepted by the Oregon B.R.C. (C. Wild, AC). A King Eider at Drayton Harbor, Whatcom 7 Dec-31 Jan was Washington's 18th but the first in more than a decade (P. Woodcock, S. Frank). Single White-winged Scoters brightened Desert Aire, Grant 3 Dec (DG) and Colville Flats, Pend Oreille 26 Jan (GS, TL), and a Surf Scoter enlivened Vantage 13 Dec (DS, RH); neither species is annual during winter on the eastside. A Black Scoter, extremely rare away from salt water, was at Finley 13 Jan (WDR). Six Long-tailed Ducks on the interior westside included Jackson's first, at Lost Creek Res. 2 Dec (J. Hostick), which was joined by a 2nd bird 12 Dec (N. Barrett), and both remained into Feb. On the eastside, only 3 Long-tailed Ducks were found. Surprisingly, this species is not annual on the interior westside, but e. of the Cascades, about 5 per winter has been the recent norm. A tally of 65 Barrow's Goldeneyes at Foster Res., Linn 2 Jan was about triple the norm for this site (M. Nikas); excepting the small flock at Foster Res., this species is not annual in the W.V. Three Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrids were detected, with singles at Seattle 30 Dec (H. Opperman, S. Gerstle), Mukilteo, Snohomish 17 Feb-1 Mar (JB, CCx), and near Clarkston, Asotin 3 Feb (ph. R. Shoemake, MMD). A congregation of 1360 Ruddy Ducks in Drayton Harbor 10 Dec likely set a w. Washington record (SM, JB, CW). A goodly 5 Pacific Loons were noted on the eastside, where rare during winter, 1 Dec-3 Jan. An Arctic Loon near Pateros, Douglas 16-20 Jan is about the 5th for Washington (†GS, ph. P. Lott, †R. Taylor). This winter produced a stunning 15 Yellow-billed Loons, the most in 16+ years; the maximum was a Regional record 7 in Dungeness Bay, Clallam 17 Dec (BLB, CW). A w. Washington record 203 Eared Grebes were between Fox and McNeal Is. in the P.T. 16 Dec (BLB). Seven Clark's Grebes in w. Washington was a fair total, but 2 at Richland 14 Jan (NL) and singles at Port Kelley, Walla Walla 17 Feb (M&MD) and Vantage 17 Feb (S. Dowries) provided extremely rare eastside winter records. Single apparent Clark's Grebe x Western Grebe hybrids were near Clarkston, Asotin in late Dec (C. Swift) and Vancouver L., Clark throughout the winter (SM); this cross is not reported annually in the Region but should be expected given the apparent frequency of hybridization.
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This Barrow's Goldeneye x Common Goldeneye hybrid associated with a nearly pure flock of Barrow's Goldeneyes at Mukilteo, Snohomish County, Washington (here 1 March 2007). The bird's head gloss varied from bronzy maroon to bright green. Note the intermediate head shape and facial spot, the Barrow's-like wing coverts and scapulars, and the lack of dark shoulder bar. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow.

Two Black-footed Albatrosses were seen from Cape Arago, Coos 18 Dec (T. Shelmerdine, D. Smith); there are only about 10 from-shore records for the Region. A Northern Fulmar, extremely rare in the P.T., passed P.N.P. 3 Jan (VN). Single dead Mottled Petrels were on the beach at Seaside 20 Feb (D. Bailey) and Cannon Beach, Clatsop 25 Feb (T. Guy, L. Sheffield); these were part of a general seabird
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wreck, mostly along the Oregon coast, that stretched well into Mar and will be discussed further in the spring 2007 column. Single Sooty/Short-tailed Shearwaters, barely annual in the P.T., visited P.N.P. 13 Dec (VN), Edmonds, Snohomish 27 Dec (T. Peterson), and Bainbridge I. 6 Jan (BSW). A decade ago, Brown Pelicans in late Nov elicited comment; now they are annual well into winter. This year, 9 lingered at Brookings, Curry until 26 Dec (D. Cavaness), and singles were near Florence, Lane 15 Jan (DI), at Tahkenitch Beach, Douglas 15 Jan (TR), and Depoe Bay, Lincoln 7 Feb (K. Madison). For the 2nd consecutive winter, a Pelagic Cormorant was nearly 160 km up the Columbia R. near Corbett, Multnomah through 7 Jan (A. Frank); Pelagics are exceptionally rare away from salt/brackish water.
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This King Eider at Drayton Harbor, Whatcom County was present 7 (here 10) December 2006 through 31 January 2007; it was Washington's first since 1996. Of Washington's 18 records, only three have been since 1989, possibly related to the 56% decline noted in numbers of this species in the Beaufort Sea between 1976 and 1996 (Condor 102: 219-222). Photograph by Charlie Wright.

For the 2nd consecutive winter, an American Bittern was found on the eastside, with one at Yakima 28 Jan (J. Hebert); this appears to be only the 4th or 5th e. Washington winter record. Perhaps American Bitterns will follow in the Footsteps of Great Egret. The first e. Washington winter record of Great Egret was 18 years ago. Now they are annual, with sightings at five e. Washington locations this winter. Additionally, 52 Great Egrets in the Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 17 Feb was a remarkable late-winter tally (SM); consider that only 50 Great Egrets were tallied on all Washington C.B.C.s between 1973-1998! Following a poor fall showing, no Cattle Egrets were located this winter. A count of 111 Black-crowned Night-Herons at Moses L., Grant 16 Dec bested last winter's Washington record winter-tally of 90 there (DS, B. Schonewald). A Turkey Vulture near E. Wenatchee, Douglas 20 Jan was only the 4th for e. Washington during Dec/Jan (T. Taylor, R. Taylor), while 3 at Klamath Falls 10 Feb were about five weeks early for e. Oregon (KS). Turkey Vultures also appeared early in w. Oregon, with a flurry of sightings 23 Jan+. Overwintering Turkey Vultures are also on the increase, with up to 16 at Eugene. Three Ospreys were in w. Washington, where increasingly regular during winter, but one in Richland, Benton 30 Dec furnished an extremely rare eastside winter record. Washington has accumulated 17 winter Osprey records since 2000, compared to only 18 records prior to 1990. This species is also on the increase in Oregon, where 5 were found. A White-tailed Kite at P.N.P 18 Jan was unusually far n. (TA, KB, R. Lawson). Even more unusual were 2 White-taileds near Klamath Falls early Jan+ (J. Van Moorhen); this species is not annual in e. Oregon, with peak occurrence during Aug. Red-shouldered Hawks continued to push northward. Twenty were recorded on the Eugene C.B.C., where virtually unknown as recently as 1970, and in Washington, 5 were in the Ridgefield/Vancouver area (JE, TA, SM), one was at Bay Center, Pacific 1 Dec (K. Knittle), and another inhabited Kent, King 7 Dec+ (K. Aanerud). An excellent eastside winter for Rough-legged Hawks was highlighted by a stunning 73 in n. Lake 19 Dec (K. Boddie). Approximately 10 Gyrfalcons in Washington and 3 in Oregon represented a fairly typical winter, but a white-morph bird near Edison, Skagit 21 Feb was most unusual (TA); almost all of the Region's records are of gray morphs. Five w. Oregon and 2 w. Washington Prairie Falcons represented a typical winter. Single Soras, now annual during winter in Washington, appeared at Skagit W.M.A. 24 Dec (CCx, SM) and Nisqually 2 Feb (SMi).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Groups of 88 Black-bellied Plovers near Harrisburg 28 Dec (R. Armstrong) and 75 near Corvallis 30 Dec (WDR) were unusual for the W.V. away from favored F.R.R. and likely set records for Linn and Benton. A Pacific Golden-Plover near Edison, Skagit 1 Jan (CCx) may have been the same bird that resided there last winter, furnishing Washington's 7th winter record. A Greater Yellowlegs was at Prineville, Crook 14 Dec (CG); though annual in Washington's Columbia Basin, they are not annual during winter in e. Oregon. Both yellowlegs have become more numerous during winter on the westside. This year, 100 wintered around F.R.R. (DI), up from a norm of about 50 a decade ago. A flock of 58 Greater Yellowlegs (with one Lesser Yellowlegs) at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 17 Feb exceeded any previous Washington winter count away From the outer coast and may have been very early migrants (SM). Ten years ago, Lesser Yellowlegs were barely annual in Oregon and essentially unrecorded during winter in Washington. This winter, there were 4 in Oregon, including a maximum of 3 at F.R.R. 5 Jan (DI); singles in Washington appeared at Olympia 17 Dec (KB) and near Centralia, Lewis 18 Dec (B. Shelmerdine). 
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This Mottled Petrel carcass was found on Arcadia Beach, Clatsop County, Oregon 25 February 2007. Most records of this species in the Pacific Northwest involve either live birds far offshore or dead birds on beaches between October and March. Photograph by Troy Guy.

A Willet at the Kennedy Creek Estuary, Mason 1 Dec added to only about eight Washington winter records away from the outer coast (J. Buchanan). A Spotted Sandpiper enlivened Union Gap, Yakima 16 Dec (J. Hebert); now almost annual in e. Washington. This species was recorded only once there prior to 1996. Rare away from the outer coast, 7 Marbled Godwits were on Dungeness Bay, Clallam 16 Dec (J. Acker, EH, G. Gerdts, BSW). A Red Knot near Oysterville, Pacific 17 Dec furnished Washington's first winter record since Dec 2000 (J. Ellis). Now regular on the eastside, 12 Least Sandpipers were noted at four locations. Two Long-billed Dowitchers, still not annual on the eastside, were at Moses L. 1-16 Dec (DS). There were no wrecks of Red Phalaropes this winter, but a small impulse was noted during mid-Dec, with a coastal maximum of 42 at Coos Bay 15 Dec (TR) and 5 between Dungeness Bay and Thurston 16-17 Dec. A Franklin's Gull at Eugene 13 Dec was
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This apparent Vega Herring Gull at Renton, King County 28 December 2006 is the first to be well documented in Washington. In flight, a typical Vega tail and rump pattern was noted. Photograph by Charlie Wright.

about the Region's 16th during winter (J. Sullivan). Washington's first Black-headed Gull since 1998 (and 16th overall) inhabited Bainbridge I. 19-31 Dec (BSW) and then reappeared at nearby P.N.P. 21 Feb-5 Mar (VN); most antecedent records were from mid-Aug into early Nov. Two Heermann's Gulls visited Sequim Bay, Clallam 18 Dec (G. Kridler), and singles stopped at Bainbridge I. 1 Dec (BSW) and Port Angeles 24 Feb+ (A. Wheelan); Heermann's are not annual during winter in Washington. A gathering of 19 Mew Gulls at Hood R. 15 Dec eclipsed the eastside record high count (SJ). Washington's first Vega Herring Gull graced Renton, King 28 Dec (CW, CCx). Washington's 11th Slaty-backed Gull turned up at Renton 25 Dec+ (CCx); all records but one have been since 1994. This winter's 54 Glaucous Gulls exceeded any total during the last decade by more than 50%, but only 5 were found on the eastside, distinctly subpar for that subregion. Most were first detected after 1 Jan, with a peak of 7 at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 12 Jan+ (C. Ash, W. Hoffman). Finally, a Glaucous Gull at L. Billy Chinook 12 Jan was only e. Oregon's 3rd away from the Columbia R. and Jefferson's first (CM). There was an inland push of Black-legged Kittiwakes in mid-Dec, coinciding with the small pulse of Red Phalaropes. A Black-legged Kittiwake at Hood R. 15 Dec was only about the 5th for e. Oregon (SJ), while one at White City 16 Dec was Jackson's first (J. Harleman); singles at P.N.P. 13 Dec (VN), Seattle 15 Dec (M. Bartels), and Budd Inlet, Thurston 17 Dec (BT) provided the first winter records for the PT. since 2001. A Caspian Tern at the Necanicum R. mouth, Clatsop 25 Feb was two or more weeks early and provided Oregon's first winter record (S. Warner).
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Washington's eleventh Slaty-backed Gull resided at Renton, King County from 25 (here 30) December 2006 through February 2007. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow

Enormous numbers of alcids occupied the "interior" marine waters between Port Angeles and P.N.P. throughout the winter. Admiralty Inlet provided the following exceptional tallies: 2800 Common Murres 4 Feb (SM, JB, CCx, BSW), 750 Pigeon Guillemots 23 Dec (SM, BSW, D. Watkins), and 650 Marbled Murrelets 4 Feb (SM, JB, CCx, BSW); additionally, 1000 Ancient Murrelets were at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 27 Jan-4 Feb (SMi). Adding to 14 previous Washington records was an alternate-plumaged Thick-billed Murre at P.N.P. 15-17 Dec (BT, †SM, †SMi), a basic-plumaged Thick-billed there 31 Dec-31 Jan (GS, R. Schneider, ph. M. Gustafson), and another in Dungeness Bay 18 Dec (†BLB, CW). Oregon's' 5th Thick-billed Murre was found moribund on Clatsop Beach 27 Feb (ph. L. Sheffield). A Long-billed Murrelet played hide-and-seek at P.N.P. 9-14 Dec (†VN); the presence of several Marbled Murrelets in apparent partial alternate plumage confused matters, and these birds' resemblance to Long-billed Murrelets will likely lead to a reevaluation of all Washington reports. Four Cassin's Auklets, very rare in the P.T., passed Marrowstone Pt., Jefferson 23 Dec (SM). A dead Horned Puffin was noted at Seaside 6 Jan (D. Bailey). Single Band-tailed Pigeons graced Walla Walla 10-11 Dec (B. Davie, ph. M&MD) and Union Gap, Yakima 29 Jan (J. Hebert, AS); there are fewer than five antecedent winter records for e. Washington, and the Walla Walla bird was only that county's 2nd ever. The Eurasian Collared-Dove explosion continued, with over 80 in e. Washington, including maxima of 18 at Goldendale, Klickitat 8 Dec (DP) and 17 in Mansfield, Douglas 3 Dec (K. Kemper). The only w. Washington sighting was of 4 at Woodland, Cowlitz 18-25 Feb (P&RS). Oregon suffered a similar surge, with a maximum of 25 at Hines, Harney 26 Jan (S. Dowlan) and first records for Josephine (DV) and Polk (RG). Last winter there were but 18 collared-doves found in the Region, and during the winter of 2004-2005 there were only 4! Snowy Owls staged an "echo-invasion" involving 35+ birds this winter, following last winter's tally of 88; both eastside and westside were well represented, but only 4 made it s. to Oregon. Five Burrowing Owls in w. Oregon was better than average, as was 7 in e. Washington. A Burrowing Owl on Whidbey I. was banded, having been reared in captivity near Vancouver, British Columbia and later released in e. British Columbia. This is the 2nd such bird to appear in w. Washington in the past several years. A Great Gray Owl, very rare w. of the Cascades, spent most of Jan near Mulino, Clackamas, elev. 180 m (C. Ledford). Amazingly, Anna's Hummingbirds are now regular during winter e. of the Cascades. where the winters can be quite harsh. In Bend, where annual, 3 wintered (DT, T. Crabtree, D. Hale), while singles appeared in e. Washington at Selah, Yakima 15-16 Dec (DG) and Richland 1-30 Dec (D. Gilmour, NL). This winter's Costa's Hummingbirds visited Bend 13 Jan (DT) and Salem 16 Jan (RG). An unidentified Selasphorus hummingbird wintered in Eugene (P. Johnson); any Selasphorus during Dec/Jan is quite rare. The W.V. had 3 Lewis's Woodpeckers this winter, about average; as recently as 1975 they were still locally fairly common in w. Oregon. Acorn Woodpeckers continue to maintain their Washington foothold near Lyle, Klickitat, with 2 there 17 Dec (SJ). Leading this winter's sapsucker extravaganza
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was w. Washington's 4th Williamson's Sapsucker at Spring Creek Fish Hatchery Skamania 3 Dec (R. Koppendrayer); this species is rare anywhere in Washington during winter. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Vancouver, Clark 19 Dec was about Washington's 6th (ph. K. Lowrie). A goodly 4 Red-naped Sapsuckers were found this winter; all were w. of
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This Thick-billed Murre at Point No Point, Kitsap County, Washington 31 December 2006 through 31 (here 20) January 2007 was one of at least four found In the Oregon & Washington Region this winter. Over 50% of Washington's Thick-billeds have been found in the past five years, perhaps due to increased observer scrutiny. Photograph by Denny Granstrand

the Cascades, where they are rare at any season. On the flip-side, 3 Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found e. of the Cascades, where rare. Equally rare, a Red-breasted Sapsucker x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrid stopped in Yakima 31 Dec (DG). A Hairy Woodpecker along Telford Rd., Lincoln 24 Feb was well away from known breeding areas (TL).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
Washington's 10th Black Phoebe visited Elms, Grays Harbor 26-27 Dec (ph. P&RS); all but 2 of Washington's Black Phoebes were documented within the past decade. Black Phoebes also continued to consolidate their foothold in the W.V., where 19 were reported. Four were also found on the Klamath Falls C.B.C. (KS); this species has been annual in the Klamath Basin since 2000, but during the 1990s there were only one or two winter records for all of e. Oregon. A Say's Phoebe, rare in e. Washington during midwinter, enlivened Spangle, Spokane 4 Jan (M. Woodruff), whereas a supranormal 9 were located in w. Oregon. Five Loggerhead Shrikes in e. Washington was about par for recent winters. Surprisingly, none were detected on the westside. Oregon's 2nd winter Cassin's Vireo visited a Corvallis feeder 23 Feb (B. Dugger). This winter's 10 Blue jays made an unremarkable total; the maximum was 5 at Fossil, Wheeler, where they wintered for the 4th consecutive year (L. Bouchard). Western Scrub-Jays continue to wander widely on the eastside, the most remarkable of which was one (A. c. californica) in the Spokane Valley during late Jan, likely the northeasternmost record for Washington (R. Bohn). Elsewhere on the eastside, stray scrub-jays ventured to Grant, OR, Jefferson, and Yakima. On the westside, one journeyed n. to Concrete, Skagit, where now nearly annual (GB). Virtually annual of late in the W.V., a Black-billed Magpie visited Milwaukie, Clackamas 10 Dec (S. Hareem). Eighteen Horned Larks at N.S.C.B. 17 Dec was exceptional for the s. Oregon coast, where not annual (fide TR). Small flocks of Tree Swallows were observed sporadically around F.R.R. and Finley, Dec—Jan (S. Maulding, D. & A. Heyerly, WDR), and Washington's first northbound Tree Swallows were at Lewis Flats, Cowlitz 18 Jan (BT) and Ridgefield 20 Jan (SMi); this species is not annual during winter prior to the arrival of northbound migrants, typically during mid-to late Jan in Oregon and early Feb in Washington. A Cliff Swallow at Scappoose Bottoms 4 Dec was about two months late and yielded the Region's first winter record since 2001 (H. Horvat). For the first time since 2001, however, there was no early wave of Barn Swallows. A few more than usual lingered into Dec, with 7 in w. Washington and 4 in w. Oregon. After that, only 4 were found in w. Oregon, and one was on the eastside at Tygh Valley, Wasco 10 Jan (J. & D. Stentz). What prompted, and then terminated, the peculiar phenomenon of northbound Barn Swallows arriving en masse during Jan remains mysterious. This fall's Rock Wren on Indian I., Jefferson lingered through the winter, providing the westside's first winter record in three years (D. Johnson). Oregon's 2nd Sedge Wren appeared at Luckiamute Landing, Polk 4 Jan and remained at least two weeks (WDR); there are fewer than 10 antecedent records from Pacific Coast states/provinces, only two of which were from winter. A number of American Dippers strayed short distances from their usual haunts, the most notable of which was one at Moses L., Grant 16-17 Dec (R. Finger. D. Graham); dippers are extremely rare in the lower/cen. Columbia Basin. For the 6th consecutive winter, Western Bluebirds appeared in w. Washington, with 15 birds at four locations; prior to the late 1990s, this species was virtually unknown during winter in w. Washington, excepting occasional records from breeding areas in Thurston and Pierce. In e. Washington, 2 near Spokane 17 Dec (M. Woodruff) and 8 near Maryhill, Klickitat (SJ) provided a rare Declan records. A Mountain Bluebird was near Brady, Grays Harbor 14 Jan-25 Feb (SMi, K. Stewart), 2 were in Spokane 15 Jan (M. Frobe), and one was at Richland, Benton 30-31 Dec (BW); this species is not annual during winter in Washington and is rare any time w. of the Cascades. Twelve Northern Mockingbirds, 9 in Oregon and 3 in Washington, furnished the best winter in five years. Sage Thrashers, very rare during winter, were near Bridgeport, Douglas 16 Dec (R. Hendrick) and Hines, Harney 22 Jan (W. Bowers). Oregon's 12th winter Brown Thrasher was near Eugene 18 Dec+ (D. Turner, J. Houle). Formerly casual, but now annual during winter, single Nashville Warblers brightened Coos Bay 17 Dec (DL, R. Hoyer) and Corvallis 2 Jan-21 Feb (D. Boucher). Not yet annual during winter, 3 Hermit Warblers were in the W.V., and one was on the outer coast at S. Beach, Lincoln (R. Cheek). A Hermit Warbler x Townsend's Warbler hybrid was in Beaverton, Washington 23 Jan (P. Christenson); these hybrids have only been recorded a handful of times during winter. 

      [image: ]
This Ovenbird was present at Medford, Jackson County 16-19 (here 17) January 2007, furnishing Oregon's first and the Oregon & Washington Region's second winter record. Photograph by Bruce Mason.

Three Palm Warblers, rare away from the outer coast, were noted in the W.V. and P.T. Oregon's first winter Ovenbird graced Medford, Jackson 16-19 Jan (ph. J. & B. Eliason). Very rare during winter, a Northern Waterthrush inhabited Skagit W.M.A. 25 Dec-4 Jan (K. Andrich); this may well have been the same bird found there this fall. A Wilson's Warbler visited Portland 3 Feb (S. Cleary). Prior to 1990, the Region had about seven winter records; now about two per winter is typical. Oregon's 2nd winter Summer Tanager was found at Alvadore, Lane 5 Jan+ (M. Decker, J. & G. Jacobson); the Region's two prior winter records were also of birds attending feeders. Oregon's 1lth winter Western Tanager was discovered at Portland 10 Jan (B. Stites); this is the 9th consecutive winter during which this species has appeared in the Region, yet there were only about three winter records prior to 1990. Oregon's 4th winter Green-tailed Towhee visited Bend 22 Jan (A. Auger). American Tree Sparrows were relatively scarce on the westside but appeared in above-average numbers on the eastside, exemplified by 52 along Lyons
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Ferry Rd., Walla Walla 11 Feb (M&MD, DP). A stunning 28 Chipping Sparrows were found in w. Oregon, mostly in W.V. filbert orchards, with maxima of 12 near Albany, Linn 31 Dec (R. P. Moore) and 9 at Turner, Marion 29 Dec (RG); the Region has only one or two most winters. Have more been present, unnoticed among the hazelnut trees? Five Clay-colored Sparrows, all in w. Oregon, was above average. A Lark Sparrow near Eugene 31 Dec provided the Region's first winter record away from the Rogue R. valley in five years (DI). Sage Sparrows arrived about two weeks early, with 2 at Toppenish, Yakima 11 Feb (AS) and singles at Prineville 11 Feb (CG) and Hood R. 10 Feb (J. Gilligan, O. Schmidt); the latter bird was also extralimital, providing Hood River's 2nd record. Single Red Fox Sparrows adorned L. Terrill, Whatcom 10 Dec (ph. SM, CW, JB) and Luckiamute Landing, Polk 31 Dec (JG); this taxon group is now detected annually in the Region. An apparent altivagans Fox Sparrow was along Mounts Rd., Pierce 6 Jan (ph. CW); the mysterious altivagans is thought to winter s of our Region. Sixty Lincoln's Sparrows near Kent, King 25 Dec matched the Washington winter record (CW). This winter's 25 Swamp Sparrows was Washington's best total in four years and about thrice the norm. The maximum was 7 in the Ridgefield/Vancouver lowlands 2 Dec (SM, JB, CW), and eastside records included singles at Toppenish, Yakima 17 Dec-7 Jan (S. Downes) and Crow Butte, Benton 17 Feb (DR). Oregon had a more typical 22 Swamps, including up to 7 at Millacoma Marsh, Coos (TR). White-throated Sparrows had another good year in Oregon, evidenced by 20 wintering at Wilson W.M.A., Benton (JG). Harris's Sparrow numbers remained depressed, with 18 reported. A tally of 320 Golden-crowned Sparrows in the Vancouver/Ridgefield lowlands 2 Dec was unprecedented for Washington in winter (SM, CW, JB). A Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid was along Mounts Rd., Pierce 6 Jan (ph. CW); this cross is now noted nearly annually. Washington's first Gray-headed Junco was near Enumclaw, King 17 Dec-11 Jan (ph. S. Daniels, K. Steiner). The closest breeding population is in se. Oregons Harney, and there seems to be but one other record nw. of Harney: Qualicum Beach, Vancouver I., 8-10 Nov 1975. A Black-headed or Rose-breasted Grosbeak near Spokane 2 Dec was most unusual (fide CC); Washington has but three winter records of Black-headed and two of Rose-breasted. A Rose-breasted at Corvallis 10 Dec added to about 10 prior Oregon winter records (fide K. Fairchild). Tricolored Blackbirds continue to solidify their range in our Region despite declines in California. The largest wintering flock in the Columbia Basin was 50 at Othello 12 Jan (BF), and the Prineville, Crook flock peaked at 75 on 10 Dec (S. Dougill); strays included 2 at Grants Pass, Josephine 16 Dec (DV) and 2 at Milton—Freewater, Umatilla 6 Jan (M&MD). Unprecedented for w. Washington was a count of 225 Western Meadowlarks on the Samish Flats, Skagit 30 Dec (G. Walker, P DeBruyn). A Yellow-headed Blackbird, rare during winter in w. Washington, adorned Issaquah, King 18 Jan (D. Weinstein). A Rusty Blackbird at Milton—Freewater 6 Jan was about the 14th for Oregon (M&MD), while an excellent 5 were detected in Washington, including 3 at Carnation, King 24 Jan (MB); despite apparent dramatic declines across the continent, this species' occurrence in our Region seems stable. This fall's Hooded Oriole at Reedsport, Douglas returned sporadically throughout-the winter, furnishing the Region's first winter record in 13 years (T. Gannon). A Bullock's Oriole near John Day Dam, Klickitat 30 Dec provided e. Washington's 3rd winter record (J. Hadley R. Robinson), while another near Florence 1 Dec was in w. Oregon, where this species has become nearly annual during winter (fide D. Pettey). Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches were unusually numerous on the eastside, while w. of the Cascades, a mini-irruption included 27 on Mary's Peak, Benton, 2 at Seaside, Clatsop 3 Dec (S. Warner), and singles at Lewis Flats, Cowlitz 18 Jan (BT) and Yachats, Lincoln 3 Dec (A. Walker). Pine Grosbeaks continued to irrupt into the Region, with no fewer than 69 in w. Washington and 12 in w. Oregon. The peak westside tally was 24 at Skagit W.M.A. 8 Jan (R. Merrill), and the southernmost were in Portland (W. Gross, K. Scott, G. Lillie). On the eastside, maxima included a stunning 100 at Ft. Spokane, Lincoln 19 Jan (TL) and 60 along the Little Spokane R., Spokane 30 Dec (C. McCormack). Extremely rare outer-coast records included 9 near Nemah, Pacific 16-17 Dec (G. Exum, J. & M. Green) and 7 on Nicolai Mt., Clatsop 12 Dec (MP). Interestingly, most seemed to have departed the lowlands by late Jan, and it seems almost certain that these birds did not originate from the Region's relatively small breeding population. Two Cassin's Finches were near Banks, Washington 15 Jan (L. Norgren), and singles visited Eugene 18 Jan (DI) and Mulino, Clackamas 5 Feb (C. Karlen, Paul Sullivan); Cassin's are not annual w. of the Cascades. A Red Crossbill, rare in the Columbia Basin, visited Moses L., Grant 16 Dec (GS, G. Rarer). Starting in mid-Dec, Common Redpolls joined Pine Grosbeaks in our Region, but their irruption was unusually weighted towards the westside, including a staggering 215 near Nehalem, Whatcom 17 Dec, part of 525 counted on the N. Cascades C.B.C. that day (B. Kuntz, GB); these represent the highest westside tallies since 1917. Two Common Redpolls at Coos Bay 25 Dec (J. Randolph), plus singletons at N. Bend, Coos 17 Dec (L. Norgren) and Brookings, Curry 17 Feb (B. Stewart), provided extremely rare sw. Oregon records. As with the Pine Grosbeaks, most redpolls had departed by late Jan. Five Lesser Goldfinches at Starbuck 11 Feb furnished Columbia's first record (M&MD, DP), while singles at Underwood, Skamania 3 Dec (SJ) and Kennewick, Benton 16 Dec (NL) were also quite unusual. As of 1993, there were but two Washington records away from Clark and Klickitat, but subsequently, there have been approximately 15 such sightings. Oregon's 5th Lawrence's Goldfinch was near Grants Pass, Josephine 1 Dec (M. Browning); prior records were split between spring and winter.

Corrigendum: Last winter's Red Phalarope in Umatilla was actually the 2nd, not the first, eastside winter record.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Tom Aversa (Washington), Jessie Barry Range Bayer (Lincoln), Gary Bletsch, Keith Brady Mary Breece, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder (Spokane), Cameron Cox (CCx), Mike & MerryLynn Denny (M&MD), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Polk, Marion), Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Terry Little, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson), Scott Mills (SMi), Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Clarence & Marilyn O'Leary (Grant), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Dennis Paulson, W. Doug Robinson (Benton, Linn, Marion), Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Doug Schonewald, Gina Sheridan, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Patrick & Ruth Sullivan (P&RS), David Tracey, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Brad Waggoner (BSW), Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright. 

Spring Migration, 2007

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons, and Bill Tweit
This spring brought a potpourri of exciting events. Migrants were numerous, and rarities abounded. Wintering birds lingered rather late, only to mix with migrants, who came and left a week or two early. More importantly, the conditions off our coast remained abnormal. Pacific oceanographers are using the term arrhythmia to explain this phenomenon, and they noted that these recent large-scale "changes in the timing of upwelling may favor particular seabird or salmon species, changing the make-up of animals along the coast." Some of these changes seemed quite evident this spring, partly because of extensive offshore coverage: in addition to three organized pelagic trips (from Newport 25 March and from Westport 28 April and 19 May), there were observations from a cruise ship off Oregon 3 May (JG, OS, R. & N. Armstrong), a NOAA research vessel 8-11 May (SMi, TG), a survey in the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary 8 May (CW), and a fishing vessel 15-16 May (BT). The spring was dry, averaging about 75% normal precipitation on the westside and 50% normal on the east. The season was also warm, especially March, when the Region averaged 5° F above normal, among warmest 10% of Marches during the past 112 years.

Abbreviations: Finley (Finley N.W.R., Benton); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Lower Klamath (Lower Klamath N.W.R., Klamath); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish); P.T. (Puget Trough); W.V. (Willamette Valley); W.WR.D. (Walla Walla R. Delta, Walla Walla). Eastside and westside indicate e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
Greater White-fronted Geese abounded across the Region. A likely w. Oregon record 7615 flew over Finley 27 Apr (WDR), while tallies of 555 at P.S.B. and 460 at Crockett L., Island 29 Apr were probably record highs for the P.T. (SM, N. Bonomo, RM). Additionally, 3600 at Conboy N.W.R., Klickitat 23 Apr was exceptional (JE). Two Greater White-fronted Goose x Snow Goose hybrids were near Merrill, Klamath 11 Mar (DI). Fairly typical for spring, 3 Emperor Geese were found through 9 Apr. Single Blue Geese at Harney Basin 24 Mar (A. Sohlstrom), P.S.B. 8 Mar (SM), and Fir I., Skagit 20 Apr-6 May (RM, SM, BSW) were at locations where small numbers are now expected, though the latter bird was a month late. Two Blue Geese at Othello 10 Apr, however, provided a very rare e. Washington record (RH). Snow Geese dawdled this year, highlighted by 1000 at Fir I. through 7 May, a goodly three weeks late for such numbers (M. Axelson). Later yet was one near Wilson Cr., Grant 18 May (TL). A Ross's Goose x Snow Goose hybrid visited Carnation, King 4 Mar (ph. T. Mansfield), while another led 2 imms. around Fir I. 8 Mar (SM, R. Caniff, V. Baranyuk), Ross's Geese have been recorded a number of times at Siberia's Wrangel I. Snow Goose colony, and hybrids have been noted there as well, though no mixed pairs have been detected (V. Baranyuk); 50% of Wrangel’s Snow Geese winter in California's Central Valley, the likely source of these errant Ross's. Excellent numbers of stray Ross's Geese were detected, with 7 in w. Oregon, 2 in w. Washington, and 21 in e. Washington, 12 Mar-30 Apr; peak passage was late Mar/early Apr. A Black Brant, very rare on the east-side, graced Lower Klamath 17 Mar (F. Mayer). Two Barnacle Geese wandered near Brady, Grays Harbor 27 Mar+ (T. O'Brien); Barnacle Geese, undoubtedly escapees from captivity, have been noted several times in Washington. Trumpeter Swans tarried again this year, the latest remaining at Graysmarsh, Clallam through 12 May (J. Coyle) and near Snohomish into Jun (SM, G. Toffic); the last have typically departed by mid-Apr. Similarly tardy was a Tundra Swan at Calispell L., Pend Oreille 25 May (TL). The Satsop, Grays Harbor Bewick's Swan reappeared 3-16 Mar (ph. P&RS), while another that had mostly wintered in California crossed into Oregon at Lower Klamath 9 Mar (C. Kisling). The Lane Falcated Duck remained until 12 Apr (D Brown). Eastside Eurasian Wigeons were generally scarce, with 11 in Washington and 6 in Oregon, excepting 15 at Lower Klamath 10 Mar (DI); a similar concentration was found in the Klamath Basin last Mar. On the west-side, Eurasian Wigeons lingered unusually late, with one at Ridgefield into Jun (BF) and another at Vanport Wetlands, Multnomah through 21 May (JG). A near-normal 10 Eurasian Teal were noted through 4 May, eastside singles, where annual of late, visited Corfu, Grant 29 Mar-10 Apr (RH), Othello 29 Mar (RH), and Grandview, Yakima 10 Apr (W. Terrell). Eleven Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal intergrades were reported through 10 May; given that these sightings stem from just a few observers, the actual number of such birds present in the Region is likely greater. A Tufted Duck was on the eastside, where now nearly annual, at Hatfield L., Deschutes 10-16 May (C&MM), while one on the westside at Nehalem, Tillamook through 21 May was three weeks late (M. Simper); 3 others, all in w. Oregon, rounded out another excellent spring for this species. A White-winged Scoter adorned S. Twin L., Ferry 30-31 May (G. Gumm); four of the six antecedent e. Washington spring records are from mid- to late May. Now an annual east-side spring visitor, a Long-tailed Duck graced
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The Bewick’s Swan at Satsop, Grays Harbor, Washington was present 3-16 (here 4) March 2007 and was likely the same bird present there in December 2006. This subspecies has been found annually during recent years in the Oregon & Washington region. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

Madras, Jefferson 17 Apr (C. & M. Miller) Another Common Goldeneye x Barrow's Goldeneye hybrid was detected, this one at Penn Cove, Island 29 Apr (SM, N. Bonomo). An Arctic Loon lingered off P.N.P. 8-18 Apr, about the 7th for Washington and the first after Mar (VN, †CCx, ph. P&RS). A goodly 15,000 Pacific Loons passed Ft. Canby, Pacific 21 Apr (CW), while one near Wanapum Dam 18 Mar provided a very rare eastside spring record (S. Downes). Loon counts at Boiler Bay were fair, with maxima of 1500 Red-throateds
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A Long-billed Murrelet found in December 2006 at Point No Point Kitsap County, Washington led to a definite ‘Patagonia Picnic Table Effect' over the subsequent six months, and the bonanza included this Arctic Loon, which was present from 8 to 18 (here 14) April 2007. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

1 Apr and 17,000 Pacifics 11 May (PP). An above-average 6 Yellow-billed Loons included a slightly late bird at Cape Arago, Coos 13 May (R. Namitz). On the westside, Clark's Grebes again attended their F.R.R. breeding colony, and 10 inhabited Vancouver L., Clark 26 May (SM, JW, BF). The 13 Clark's noted elsewhere on the westside included 2 stragglers at Pacific City Tillamook 25 May (RHy) and tardy singles at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 28 May (J. Epstein) and Yaquina Head, Lincoln 25 May (RHy); nonbreeders typically have departed by 15 May. An excellent 5 Laysan Albatross were found off Oregon 25 Mar-16 May. A deceased Mottled Petrel was at Clatsop Beach 22 Mar (DB), adding to 2 found in Clatsop this Feb; these birds' demise was likely related to this spring's alcid die-off. A concentration of 1000 Pink-footed Shearwaters off Coos Bay 16 May was exceptional for spring (BT). Three Flesh-footed Shearwaters 15-16 May was fairly typical for spring (BT). A passage of 115,000 Sooty Shearwaters at Ft. Canby, Pacific 31 May was extraordinarily early (TG); such numbers are usually not encountered until Aug. Seven Manx Shearwaters from Boiler Bay to Pt. Grenville, Grays Harbor 1 Apr+ has become, amazingly, somewhat typical spring fare. Remarkable counts of 1000+ Leach's and 200+ Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off s. Oregon 3 May (JG) provided a great backdrop for a Black/Markham's Storm-Petrel off Gold Beach, Curry (†JG, †OS) and North America's 2nd Ringed Storm-Petrel off Coos Bay (†JG, †N. Armstrong) the same day. A flock of Blacks inshore at Seaside, Clatsop 8 Sep 1983 provided the only other Regional record. See Pyle et al. 2005 (North American Birds 60: 162-163) for information regarding North America's first Ringed, or Hornby's Storm-Petrel, 
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Photograph from Wikipedia.

found among California's Channel Islands 2 Aug 2005. Westside American White Pelican numbers were unexceptional, with a maximum of 20 at F.R.R. 17 May (D. Schrouder), plus 7 scattered across w. Washington in late May. A Brown Pelican at Yaquina Head, Lincoln 12 Mar was about a month early (CA). Brown Pelicans again entered the P.T. early, with one at Port Angeles 12 May (T. Noyes) and 3-4 around Port Townsend 15 May (B. Marston, R. Rogers); the first usually appear in Jul. The Coos Bay Great Egret rookery, first noted in 1988, sported a record 65 nests 30 Apr (TR). A Snowy Egret at Wallula, Walla Walla 20 May yielded Washington's first spring record since 2002 (M&MD); Washington has about 46 records, all since 1975. Glossy Ibis continue to spread northwestward across the continent, with 2 at Malheur 30 May (†JG, †OS) providing Oregon's 2nd record, the first coming from Malheur last spring. Snohomish's first White-tailed Kite was near Snohomish 25 May (DD); this species seems to be slowly expanding its westside range. Three of Washington's wintering Red-shouldered Hawks lingered into spring, with the last seen 27 Mar. Swainson's Hawks were exceptionally rare on the westside prior to 1997, but numbers subsequently increased sharply, now averaging 2-3 per spring. This year, 5 were found in w. Washington and 3 in w. Oregon, 19 Apr-15 May. A Swainson's at Bonanza, Klamath 17 Mar was about a month early (J. Van Moorhen). Rough-legged Hawks remained later than normal, with the last appearing at Rock L, Whitman 5 May (D. Weber) and P.S.B. 6 May (SM, BSW). For the 3rd consecutive spring, a Crested Caracara graced Oregon. One visited Floras L., Curry 22 Mar, a site that has provided two of Oregon's five previous records (R. McKenzie); this, or another caracara, was about 30 km away at Myrtle Point, Coos 21 Apr (R. Brooks). An extraordinary 4 Prairie Merlins (subspecies richardsoni) were on the westside from Portland northward, 18 Apr-6 May; this subspecies may prove annual in small numbers on the westside, perhaps occurring more as a migrant than winter resident. An unremarkable 6 Gyrfalcons were found through 18 Mar, all but one in Washington. A Yellow Rail at Ridgefield 6 May would provide Washington's 3rd record, if accepted by the B.R.C. (†E. Scattergia, C. Hinkle, A. Hinkle); notably, Yellow Rails arrive at their s. Oregon breeding grounds in late Apr/early May.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Sixteen Black-bellied Plovers were tallied from five e. Washington sites, where not annual during spring, 3 May+; the maximum was 8 at Wilson Creek, Grant 18-20 May (TL). Crook's first American Golden-Plover visited Powell Butte 19 May, providing only the 4th eastside record of a northbound bird (CG); single Americans at Brady, Grays Harbor 26 Apr (TA) and Sauvie I. 12 May (JW) represented a typical spring for the westside. The Skagit Pacific Golden-Plover was last seen 11 Mar (GB); otherwise this spring was unremarkable for Pacifics, with 5 on the westside, 21 Apr-13 May. Two other golden-plovers remained unidentified. The P.T.'s 4th Snowy Plover adorned P.S.B. 30 May (R. Fuller). Black-necked Stilts are now firmly entrenched as a W.V. breeder; pairs were noted at seven or more sites, with nesting evidence from at least four. The greatest concentration was at F.R.R.., with 28 birds recorded from late Apr+ (D. Farrar). Western Washington had a goodly 6 stilts, 29 Apr-9 May. Five westside American Avocets 25 Apr+ was about average.

SA – White-faced Ibis irrupted Regionwide for the first time since 2001, with 77 in Washington and 63+ in w. Oregon. Washington's maxima were 44 at Columbia N.W.R., Grant 1 May (RH) and 21 at Ridgefield 19 May (D. Hayden), while w. Oregon’s high count was 40 at F.R.R. 28 Apr (P. Sherrell), The northernmost bird visited Ferndale, Whatcom 24-26 May (J. Bird), and 18 at New R., Coos 14 May furnished the only other coastal sighting (TR). This irruption occurred in conjunction with drought in the species breeding range, as have past incursions (Tweit and Flores, 2006, Washington Birds). Interestingly this spring’s invasion began a week or two earlier than usual, and virtually all birds had departed by May’s end.
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Thirty westside and 6 eastside Solitary Sandpipers, mostly 17 Apr-5 May, was unremarkable; the maximum was 5 near Banks, Washington 5 May (GG). A Willet at Kennedy Cr., Mason, found 12 Aug 2006, remained until 7 Apr (J. Buchanan); this species is not annual in the P.T. Fourteen Whimbrels near Merrill, Klamath 12 May was among the highest spring tallies ever for the eastside (DI, KS), while a lone Whimbrel graced Creston, Lincoln 25 May (K. Knittle, MB, M. Houston). A superb 9 Long-billed Curlews visited the W.V/P.T., where rare, 7 Apr-20 May. Thirty Marbled Godwits at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 26 Apr (BN) yielded an excellent count for the P.T., while 2 others inhabited March’s Pt., Skagit 20-23 Apr (P. Webster, RM); this species is not annual during spring in the P.T./W.V. Four Marbleds in e. Washington 3-25 May was twice the norm. Five Red Knots at Dungeness Bay 20 May were in the P.T., where not annual during spring (SM, BSW). A Sanderling, not annual during spring on the eastside, adorned Soap L., Grant 25 May (MB). Five Semipalmated Sandpipers, 9-19 May, was near normal. A congregation of 800 Least Sandpipers at Klipsan Beach, Pacific 16 Mar (MP) was unusual for such an early date and well exceeded the Washington winter record of 300. Ten Baird's Sandpipers, mostly 1-11 May was about twice the long-term norm, but typical of recent years. Four Pectoral Sandpipers, 17-24 May, was also about average. A Ruff graced the Region for the 3rd consecutive spring, with one at Ridgefield 21-23 May (BF). A Short-billed Dowitcher, not annual on the eastside, enlivened Little Houston L, Crook 19 May (CG). The westside's first hendersoni Short-billed Dowitcher brightened P.S.B. 17 May (SM); the two antecedent Regional records are both from e. Washington (Paulson 1993; Shorebirds of the Pacific Northwest). A Wilson's Phalarope at Richland 2 Apr was about three weeks early (B. Clarke). In w. Washington, Wilson's were unusually numerous, highlighted by 28 at P.S.B. 28 May (SM); in w. Oregon, two nests at Finley 18 May provided Benton's first breeding record and added to a growing list of W.V. breeding sites (R. P. Moore). South Polar Skuas arrived early again, with lone ads. off Coos Bay 16 May (BT) and Westport May 19 (B. LaBar) furnishing the first May records since 2004; most spring/early summer skua records have been of ads. Otherwise, jaegers were not numerous, with about 12 Pomarines, 41 Parasitics, and 31 Long-tailed Jaegers reported offshore. All but one of the Long-taileds was at the Continental Shelf edge off s. Oregon 3 May (JG). In the P.T., where not annual during spring, a Parasitic visited Dungeness Bay, Clallam 20 May (BSW, SM). Spring Franklin's Gulls are not quite annual on the westside and average about 5 per year in e. Washington. This spring, stray Franklin's included 2 at Reardan, Lincoln, WA 12 May (TL) and singles at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR 17 May (D. Rymal), F.R.R. 23 May (R. Robb), and Ft. Canby, Pacific 31 May (TG). A Little Gull passed P.N.P. 1 May (VN); this species is not quite annual during spring, and nearly all recent sightings are from P.N.P. Two Heermann's Gulls at Port Angeles to 16 Mar were holdovers from winter (BN, J. Mullaly); Washington’s first spring sightings are usually during early or mid-May. Washington's 2nd Black-tailed Gull materialized among a small group of Ring-billed Gulls in farmland near Corfu, Grant 12 May (RH); this species' pattern of occurrence in North America remains utterly enigmatic. A Lesser Black-backed Gull inhabited Moses L., Grant 18-23 Mar (DS, ph. RM); this is probably the same bird that furnished Washington's 6th record at Moses L. in Mar 2006. An astounding 32 Glaucous Gulls, all but 3 on the westside, was more than quadruple normal. Maxima included 8 near Brady, Grays Harbor 11 Mar (CW) and 8 in Clatsop 26 Mar (JG, S. Finnegan, B. Stites). Most had left by 10 Apr, but an exceptionally late bird lingered at Yaquina Bay through 25 May (RHy, CA, W. Hoffman). A Least Tern on N.S.C.B. 30 May provided the Oregon 8th record (DL, KC); about half of the Region's records are from late May/early Jun. Caspian Terns arrived early again. One at the W.W.R.D. 17 Mar was but two days shy of the e. Washington record early date (M&MD), while one at Bandon, Coos 10 Mar was about two weeks early for the westside (R. Namitz). Black Terns returned to their sole consistent westside nesting location, F.R.R., 30 Apr (D. Schrouder); elsewhere on the westside, 6 in the W.V. from Baskett Slough to Ridgefield, 12-26 May, was near normal. Western Washington's 8th and 9th spring Forster's Terns enlivened Post Office L, Clark and Vancouver L, Clark 26 May (BF, JW, SM). In w. Oregon, where nearly annual during spring, 3 graced Lebanon, Linn 12 May (J. Harding). 
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A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker appeared in Shoreline, King County, Washington 23-27 (here 26) April 2007, providing about the seventh Washington record. Spring vagrant Yellow-bellieds are quite rare along the Pacific coast, where two to three are found annually, almost entirely from October through March, and peaking in November and December. Photograph by Ryan J. Merrill.

Marbled Murrelets remained exceptionally numerous in Admiralty Inlet this spring, highlighted by 500 off Pt. Wilson, Jefferson 22 Apr (SM, BSW). Further circumstantial evidence of Ancient Murrelets breeding on the Olympic Pen., was provided by 52 between La Push and Cape Maya 31 May (RM). Parakeet Auklets appeared again in stunning numbers, though not quite matching last spring's 60: Washington had 3 off Grays Harbor and 20 off Clallam/Jefferson, all between 20 and 50 km from shore during the first half of May (SMi), and Oregon had 5 off Lincoln and 2 off Clatsop 9-11 May (SMi). A decade ago, Band-tailed Pigeons were considered vagrants to the eastside, but recently numbers have been found in e. Klickitat, and 40 at Snoqualmie Pass 23 May suggests that this species is a normal part of e Kittitas’s avifauna (TA); a Band-tailed at Klamath Falls 16 Apr was the only other eastside report (J. Van Moorhen). White-winged Doves at Canby, Clackamas 7 Mar (fide HN) and Cape Blanco 17-18 May (TJW) added to 11 prior Oregon records; there have now been eight Oregon records since 2000. Eurasian Collared-Doves are now so numerous in e.
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SA - During Mar, beached bird surveys detected a dramatic die-off among some larger alcids. Most affected were Rhinoceros Auklets, Horned Puffins, and Tufted Puffins. Starting in late Feb informal tide line searches from Coos through Clatsop found carcasses of Horned Puffins and Rhinoceros Auklets on nearly all beaches surveyed. This die-off reached its apex around 22 Mar, when 286 Rhinoceros Auklets, 97 Horned Puffins, and 18 Tufted Puffins were found on Clatsop beaches (MP, DB). The sole Mar pelagic trip, off Newport 25 Mar, encountered nearly 500 Rhinoceros Auklets, and an Oregon-record 7 live Horned Puffins, though several appeared to be ailing (GG). Six more live Horned Puffins were seen from land in Oregon 4 Mar-1 Apr, and one passed Cape Flattery 3 Apr (CW). Two to 3 Horned Puffins, living and dead are found in Oregon in a typical year, and this species is not annual in Washington. This year’s event seemed similar to last years in that there were large numbers of live Parakeet Auklets offshore and dead Rhinoceros Auklets onshore. This year's occurrence was even more extensive, however, involving Horned and Tufted Puffins, plus a few Thick-billed Murres and Mottled Petrels. Furthermore, one wonders if this winter’s incursion of Thick-billed Murres into the P.T. was related. These events seem related to the oceanic arrhythmia, but why certain species suffered and why the mortality seemed limited largely to Oregon remains mysterious.

Washington that many observers have stopped reporting them. Most "new arrivals" were found late Apr-late May. Collared-doves appeared at a record six locations in w. Washington, where still rare, including 2 on the Olympic Pen. at the Region's nw. tip. We prognosticate that the Region will be fully colonized within a decade. This spring's Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Fields 20 May (D. Robberson); virtually all recent Regional records are from se. Oregon 28 May-15 Jun. Amazingly, a Flammulated Owl at Ritzville, Adams 14 May furnished Washington's first spring record away from breeding habitat (B. Lyle). A few Snowy Owls lingered from last winter's "echo invasion," including one at Peone Prairie, Spokane 28 Apr that was about a month late (H. Ferguson, C. McCormack). A Northern Hawk Owl brightened Driveway Butte (elevation 1600m), Okanogan 29 May (†T. Paprocki); one wonders it this species occasionally breeds in the state. A Great Gray Owl, not annual in w Washington, was on Geumes I., Skagit 12 Mar (W. McDougal). The status of Long-eared Owl on the westside is poorly understood, but most records are from Nov-Mar, so one in Kent, King 22 May was unexpected (RM). Unprecedented numbers of Black Swifts passed along the Coos coast 16-23 May, with an Oregon record 248 along the New R. 16 May and 211 there 22 May (TR). A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Wapato, Yakima 15 Apr was two weeks early (AS), while singles at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 21 Apr (WC) and Loraine, Lane 30 Apr (fide T. Mickel) yielded rare westside records. Oregon's Costa's Hummingbird for the spring visited Veneta, Lane 4 May (fide T. Mickel). A Calliope Hummingbird at College Place, Walla Walla 8 Apr was also two weeks early (M&MD). On the westside, Calliopes appeared in record numbers, with 5 in Washington, 15 Apr-8 May and approximately 30 in Oregon, 15 Apr-6 May. A stunning 129 Rufous Hummingbirds were banded at two houses on cen. Whidbey I. 14 May (M. Myers). A Lewis's Woodpecker, not annual in w. Washington during spring, visited P.N.P. 12 May (BSW, VN). An Acorn Woodpecker at Oakville, Grays Harbor 12-16 May was about the 5th for w. Washington (ph. P&RS); after approximately 15 years of being restricted to a small portion of Klickitat, Acorn Woodpeckers have, since 2005, popped up at seemingly random locations statewide. Rare w. of the Cascades, an exceptional 7 Red-naped Sapsuckers were detected 1 Mar-27 Apr, including one on the outer coast, where very rare, at Astoria 10 Apr (TG). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Shoreline, King 23-27 Apr was approximately Washington's 7th and the latest by five weeks (C. Turner).

PASSERINES
A Western Wood-Pewee at Toppenish, Yakima 26 Apr was about ten days early and was e. Washington's earliest ever (RH). This spring's Least Flycatchers included an early bird at Coppei Cr., Walla Walla 19 May (M&MD), plus singles at Upper Klamath L. 28 May (KS, D. Heyerly, M. A. Heyerly) and Fields 28 May (AC). A Gray Flycatcher at Steigerwald L., Clark 6-14 May provided w. Washington's 7th record, all but one of which have been during May (†WC). In the W.V., Gray Flycatchers are annual during spring, but 4 during 1-4 May was supranormal. Dusky Flycatchers, not annual in w. Washington, were noted at Kirkland, King 2 May (†RM, N. Bonomo) and in Skagit near Nehalem 5 May (GB, H. Armstrong); most lowland w. Washington records are from mid-May. This species is more regular in w. Oregon, but 10 there 24 Apr+ was exceptional, and one at Astoria 22 Apr was on the outer coast, where very rare (MP). For the 7th consecutive year, a Black Phoebe appeared in Washington, with one on Puget I., Wahkiakum 18 Mar furnishing the state's 11th record (†BT, R. Shaw). An unprecedented 11 Say's Phoebes were in w. Washington, 5 Mar-6 Apr, while 10 in w. Oregon was about average. Singleton Scissor-tailed Flycatchers adorned Fields 20 May (D. Robberson) and Malheur 21-26 May (DS); this species is now annual in Oregon. Three westside Loggerhead Shrikes, 25 Mar-12 May, was fairly typical. Single Plumbeous Vireos inhabited. Malheur 19 (OS, †DS) & 24-26 May (TR, DI), representing an average spring; in our Region, this species occurs almost exclusively in se. Oregon mid May-mid-Jun. A Warbling Vireo in Corvallis 6 Apr was at least two weeks early (WDR). A Blue Jay remained on Fidalgo I., Skagit through Apr (M. Smith, R. Hamerly), while 5 appeared in e. Washington 5-15 May—not an unusual spring for this species. Western Scrub-jays were found n. to P.N.P. (VN, BSW) and e. to Prosser, Benton (NL, BL). A group of 6-10 Bank Swallows were at a potential nest site along the Columbia R. near St. Helens 12 May (JW), while Clallam’s first Bank Swallow visited Dungeness Bay 20 May (SM, BSW) and Kitsap's first passed P.N.P. 25 May (BSW, VN), all likely evidence of continuing westside range expansion. Two Chestnut-backed Chickadees in Yakima 18 Mar were e. of their normal range, where not annual (R. Repp). The only lowland Mountain Chickadees brightened Sherwood, Washington 8 Mar (D. Robberson) and Redmond, King 12 Mar (P. Cozens). Two Juniper Titmice occupied Langell Valley in e. Klamath 27 Apr (KS); local efforts at distinguishing Juniper from Oak Titmice suggest the Former may occur farther w. than previously appreciated. Lone Rock Wrens appeared at Tarboo Bay, Jefferson 11 May (F. Krause). Bullard's Beach, Coos 12 May (K. Tran), Corvallis 15 May (J. Geier), and near Florence, Lane 13 May (B. Combs). Traditionally, this species has been considered very rare in the P.T./W.V. and extremely rare farther w., but sightings across the westside have been increasing. Several Varied Thrushes dawdled on the eastside lowlands, the last of which was about three weeks late at Sun Lakes, Grant 6 May (S. Downes). Mountain Bluebirds exploded into the west-side lowlands, with 32+ in Washington and 6 in Oregon, 18 Mar-11 May, including an extraordinary 10 on the outer coast at Hobuck Beach, Clallam 2 Apr (CW); the lowland west-side averages about 4 per spring. It was also an extraordinary year for Townsend's Solitaires in the westside lowlands, with the award for most bizarre going to a solitaire approximately 60 km off Westport 15 May (BT). Two solitaires at Corvallis 22 May were about three weeks tardy (T. Snetsinger). Single Gray Catbirds visited Malheur 27 May (Paul Sullivan)

502  NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS, Fall 2007

and Roaring Springs Ranch, Harney 31 May (RHy); migrant catbirds are rare in e. Oregon and typically found in late May. Six Northern Mockingbirds in Oregon was somewhat subpar, but 6 in Washington was above average. Peak occurrence was 1-16 May; surprisingly, none were on the eastside. Sage Thrashers seem to have become rare-but-annual spring vagrants to the westside, evidenced by one at Westport 29 Apr (B. Bell, R. Lawson) and 2 at Marymoor Park, King 3 May (M. Hobbs). The Eugene Brown Thrasher remained until 21 Mar (D. Turner). Rather unexpected was a Bohemian Waxwing at N. Baldy (elevation about 1800m), Pend Oreille 25 May, two months after the last migrants have typically departed (TL); there are a few nesting records from similar habitat in the n. Cascades. A Tennessee Warbler visited Milwaukie, Clackamas 20 May (J. Allinger); though annual during northbound migration, most records are from se. Oregon 20 May-15 Jun. Single Northern Parulas enlivened Malheur 13 May (D. Evered) and Fields 28 May (AC); the Region averages about one per spring, usually at the se. Oregon oases. This spring's Chestnut-sided Warbler was near Lakeview, Lake 29 May (J. Harding). Three different Magnolia Warblers visited Malheur 17-28 May (OS, M&MD), roughly thrice the spring norm for Oregon. Oregon's 11th Black-throated Green Warbler graced Finley 25 Apr (WDR); this record is extremely early for anywhere in the West—even in California, most spring vagrants are found mid-May–mid-Jun (Dunn and Garrett 1997; Warblers). Salem's wintering Hermit Warbler disappeared after 10 Mar (J. Vincent). The wintering Palm Warbler at Renton, King remained until 27 Mar (L. Rutter), while migrants were near Sequim, Clallam 1-3 Apr (S. Atkinson, CW) and at Cape Blanco 4 May (TJW); this species is rare away from the outer coast, and northbound migrants are not found annually. The Region's first northbound Blackpoll Warbler since 2003 visited Malheur 27 May (D. Hale). A Black-and-white Warbler enlivened Windust Park, Franklin 27 May (CW); Washington averages about one per year, with records widely scattered throughout the seasons. Oregon had a subpar 2 Black-and-whites, with singles at Portland 5 May (J. Leaptrott) and Frenchglen, Harney 27 May (AC). A Worm-eating Warbler at Malheur 15 May would provide Oregon's 3rd record if accepted by the B.R.C. (D. Evered). A Northern Waterthrush, extremely rare during spring in w. Washington, graced Rattlesnake L, King 30 May (fide M. Donahue). The recolonization of w. Washington by Yellow-breasted Chats seemed to accelerate suddenly, with 11+ birds, including 6+ at Ridgefield/Shillapoo Bottoms 26 May+ (SM, BF, JE). The Summer Tanager wintering at Alvadore, Lane remained through 5 Apr (J. & G. Jacobson), while a Summer Tanager at Malheur 27 May (m.ob.) was about the 19th for the state, most of which have occurred mid-May–mid-Jun. A Regional record 450 Western Tanagers streamed over P.N.P. 9 May (VN, BSW).
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Tricolored Blackbirds continue to expand their range in eastern Washington. In early May 2007, up to 22 descended on a feeder in College Place, Walla Walla County (one male, photographed on 3 May, shown here). Tricolored Blackbirds were first recorded In Walla Walla County in November 2004. Photograph by MerryLynn Denny.

An American Tree Sparrow at Marymoor Park, King 12 Apr was record late for w. Washington (M. Hobbs), while one at Port Orford, Curry 14-18 Mar was in sw. Oregon, where not annual (L. Miller). A wintering Clay-colored Sparrow remained at N. Bend, Coos through 26 Mar (B. Griffin), whereas one at Steptoe Butte, Whitman 29 May+ was at a location where one summered last year (M. Woodruff). Another Clay-colored at Bennington L., Walla Walla 15 May was in e. Washington, where nearly annual as a spring migrant (M&MD), but one at N.S.C.B. 29 May may have been the first spring migrant ever detected in w. Oregon (DL, KC). Single Brewer's Sparrows at Redmond, King 10 Apr (J. Tubbs) and P.N.P. 25 & 28 May (BSW) added to about 12 w. Washington records; most have been 2 Apr-5 Jun. A superb 6 Vesper Sparrows were found away from their restricted breeding range in w. Washington, 2-28 May; the recent spring average has been about 2. Seven Lark Sparrows at Cape Blanco 10 May (TJW) were on the s. Oregon coast, where annual, but one at Cascade Head, Tillamook 19 May was in nw. Oregon, where not annual (PP). A Black-throated Sparrow returned to its traditional breeding location near Vantage, Kittitas 31 May (TA), and 2 inhabited a new site near Prosser, Benton 20 May (S. Wierenga), hinting that e. Washington might have another good summer for this scarce species As often happens when numbers are high on the eastside, several Black-throateds were found on the westside, including 3 in Oregon 8-22 May and 2 in Washington 13-27 May Western Washington's 7th Sage Sparrow enlivened Marymoor Park, King 29 Mar-2 Apr (M. Flint); five of the antecedent records have been in spring, four in Mar. An apparent altivagans Fox Sparrow was at Nisqually, Thurston 19-20 Mar (ph. P&RS); this mysterious subspecies and/or hybrid swarm is probably a scarce migrant in our Region. A Red Fox Sparrow (subspecies group iliaca), annual in the Region, visited Bellingham 9-11 Apr (G. Heleker, ph. MB). Most wintering Swamp Sparrows seem to have departed by mid-Mar. Migrants are not annual and are found mostly on the westside, mid-Mar–mid-Apr. This spring, 4 apparent northbound birds appeared on the westside, the latest of which inhabited Finley 28 Apr, furnishing Oregon's 4th latest record (WDR) Even rarer on the eastside, northbound Swamp Sparrows visited Crow Butte, Benton 15 Mar (DR) and W. Richland 30 Mar-1 Apr (NL). A goodly 6 Harris's Sparrows were found through 6 May. Golden-crowned Sparrows tarried throughout the Region; Oregon's latest was at Bend 28 May (RHy), and Washington's were in Jun. A Washington record 3000+ White-crowned Sparrows filled fields near Quincy, Grant 22 Apr (DS). Single Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrids graced Seattle 22 Apr (†A. Grenon) and Portland 25 Apr (ph. S. Finnegan). A Slate-colored Junco (subspecies hyemalis) at Skagit W.M.A. 11 May was record late for Washington (TA) Five Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 3 in Oregon and 2 in Washington, 21 May+, was about half the norm. A Lazuli Bunting in Yakima 11 Apr was Washington's earliest for spring since 1913 (fide DG); the first usually appear around 1 May. An indigo Bunting visited the same Mukilteo, Snohomish feeder that harbored one last winter/spring but was noted this year only 24-26 Apr (I. Beegle, DD), Washington has about 19 records. Annual in Oregon during spring, an Indigo Bunting visited Paulina, Crook 19 May (CG). Tricolored Blackbirds continued to cement their footholds in Washington. At Wilson Cr. Grant, a maximum of 48 was tallied 14 Apr (E. Kane), while 50 inhabited Othello, Adams 18 Apr (BT). Tricoloreds were also noted near Texas L, Whitman in mid-Apr, where they have bred previously (D. Weber), and up to
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22 visited a feeder in College Place, Walla Walla throughout early May (M&MD). Just s. in Oregon, a new colony of 250 ads. was discovered near Umapine, Umatilla 20 May (MD). A Rusty Blackbird near Othello 28 Mar furnished the Region's first spring record since 2004 (AS); most Rusties are found mid Oct—late Jan. Washington's 14th Common Grackle, and first since Jan 2003, was near Sequim, Clallam 22-30 Apr (ph. SM, vt. BSW); most of Washington's records have been Mar Jul, and this was only w. Washington's 4th. Now annual during spring in Oregon, single Common Grackles inhabited Malheur 12 May and Fields 16 May (S. Dowlan). Washington's 4th Great-tailed Grackle returned for its 5th consecutive year to Liberty L, Spokane 13-30 Apr (R. Dexter). Great-tailed Grackles arrived in Oregon during the 1980s, occurring almost entirely in the se. portion of the state. Times are a-changing, and 6 of this spring's 9 Oregon Great-taileds were on the westside, almost all during May. Washington's 8th Hooded Oriole returned to Seattle 12 Apr-23 May (C. Conolly). A Baltimore Oriole, now a nearly annual northbound migrant in Oregon, inhabited Malheur 25 May+ (D. Herr). Astoria's wintering Bullock's Oriole lasted until 9 Mar (MP), Exceptionally early were Bullock's at Longview, Cowlitz 27 Mar (M. Green) and near Moxee, Yakima 7 Apr (fide DG); the first usually arrive late Apr/early May. Additionally, Bullock's Orioles seem to be increasing throughout w. Washington, highlighted by a w. Washington record 31 at Ridgefield/Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 26 May (SM, BE JW). Washington's 2nd Scott's Oriole was near Selah, Yakima 12-17 Apr (†S. Hall); the first was in sw. Washington, Feb-Apr 1980! Five wintering Pine Grosbeaks lingered in the Oregon Cascades at Todd L, Deschutes through 17 Mar (S. Dougill), and one remained in Portland until 15 Mar (W. Gross); amazingly, Oregon Pine Grosbeak breeding records are very few, and are all from the Wallowa and Blue Mts. A Pine Grosbeak in Edmonds, Snohomish 30 Apr was a goodly month late for the westside lowlands (DD). Red Crossbills, following the pattern of recent years, burst across the Region in late May/early Jun, with a high count of 600 at Cascade Head, Lincoln 28 May (PP); additionally, singles appeared in the Columbia Basin, where rare, at Vantage 1 Jun (SM) and Washtucna, Adams 3 Jun (G. Sheridan). Lesser Goldfinches again flung themselves across Washington, a sign of continuing range expansion, with singles at Battle Ground, Clark 7 Apr (J. Danzenbaker), P.N.P. 9 May (VN, BSW), and Walla Walla 19 May (G. & R. Shoemake); indeed, Lessers have probably re-established themselves in Clark, where extirpated in 1991, and the Walla Walla bird was that county's 4th, all in the past three years.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Cindy Ashy, Tom Aversa (Washington), David Bailey, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Gary Bletsch, Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder (Spokane), Cameron Cox, Mike & MerryLynn Denny (M&MD), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Polk, Marion), Jeff Gilligan, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Troy Guy, Randy Hill, Rich Hoyer (RHy), Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David tauten, Terry Little, Ryan Merrill, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson), Scott Mills (SMi), Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Clarence and Marilyn O'Leary (Grant), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), W. Doug Robinson (Benton, Linn, Marion), Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Owen Schmidt, Doug Schonewald, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Patrick & Ruth Sullivan (P&RS), Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Brad Waggoner (BSW), Terry J. Wahl, Jay Withgott, Charlie Wright. 

The Nesting Season, 2007

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons, and Bill Tweit
This season's interesting events centered around three main themes: unseasonable records, range expansions (some dramatic), and an apparent drought-driven explosion of xeric-habitat sparrows. June was quite dry, with much of the Region experiencing less than half of normal precipitation, but July was mixed, with the much of the westside receiving 150%+ of usual rainfall, while the east remained desiccated, averaging less than 25% its usual allotment of rain. Regionwide, June was a bit warmer than usual, but July was hot, averaging more than 5° F above normal.

Abbreviations: Finley (Finley N.W.R., Benton), F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney), N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WAD), P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish), P.T. (Puget Trough), W.V. (Willamette Valley), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
An Emperor Goose, very rare in summer, was at Astoria 19 Jul (MP); the provenance of summer Emperor Geese is uncertain, but many are probably of wild provenance. An apparently healthy parvipes Canada Goose and an injured taverneri Cackling Goose consorted with hundreds of moffitti Canada Geese on Whitcomb I., Benton 9 Jun (SM, BSW). Three more taverneri summered at F.R.R. (DI). There are no prior Regional records of parvipes and fewer than five summer records of Cackling Geese. Trumpeter Swans graced Washington for the 3rd consecutive summer, with summering individuals near Elma, Grays Harbor (T. O'Brien) and Snohomish (SM). Excepting introduced birds, Washington had but two summer records prior to 2001. Gadwall populations are still increasing, part of a long-term continental trend, best evidenced by a w. Washington summer-record 458 ads. near Stanwood, Snohomish 14 Jun, resulting in 31+ broods there 26 Jul (SM). Additionally, w. Oregon had 10 broods at four locations. The Region's 5th summer Eurasian Wigeon lingered at Ridgefield through 22 Jun (B. Clemons, BF); the first summer record occurred in 2001. A female American Wigeon with brood in tow at Hillsboro, Washington 21 Jul furnished w. Oregon first breeding record (GG). A westside summer record 62 American Wigeons were at Stanwood 3 Jun (SM). A congregation of 150 Cinnamon Teal at Wilson Cr., Grant 1 Jun was among the largest ever recorded in e. Washington (SM). Broods of Green-winged Teal, scarce westside breeders, were at N.S.C.B. (TR), Swantown, Island (SM), and P.S.B. (SM). 
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Surveys off the Olympic Peninsula found unprecedented numbers of Ancient Murrelets with chicks, strongly implying local breeding. Perhaps the best documentation received was this image of a chick scurrying after its parent near Tatoosh Island, Washington on 7 June 2007. Photograph by Rob Hollingshead.

Single Canvasbacks, not annual on the westside in summer, inhabited Ridgefield until 22 Jun (B. Clemons, BF) and Meares L., Tillamook 10 Jul (M. Tweelinckx). A pair of Redheads, not annual after early Jun in w. Washington, adorned Ridgefield through 18 Jul (WC). A Greater Scaup was at Desert Aire, Grant 8 Jun (SM, BSW); this species has been annual during recent summers on the eastside, typically at locations where large numbers winter. A brood of Ring-necked Ducks at N.S.C.B. furnished this year's only westside breeding record (TR). Three broods of Lesser Scaup, scarce westside breeders, were detected at Deer Lagoon, Island (RM, SM), and one was at Stanwood (SM). A Long-tailed Duck at Crane Prairie Res., Deschutes 27 Jun-16 Jul provided e. Oregon's first summer record (K. Boddie, D. Smith). Bufflehead, a rare breeder in Washington, produced a brood at Molson L., Okanogan (AS). Three Red-breasted Mergansers at Paterson Slough, Benton 9 Jun furnished the eastside's 6th summer record (SM, BSW); Paterson Slough has hosted this species in three of the past four summers. More than 500 Pacific Loons passed Ruby Beach, Jefferson 15 Jun (BS); movements of this magnitude have been noted annually into mid-Jun only during recent years. Three Horned Grebes, including a courting pair, were near potential breeding habitat at Soap L., Grant 1 Jun (SM); this species is extremely rare during summer in e. Washington, and there are but two breeding records. An Eared Grebe visited Coos Bay 28 Jul (TR), while a pair built two nests (but laid no eggs) at Ridgefield during Jun (JE); this species is very rare on the westside during summer, and there are no prior nesting attempts known m w. Washington. A boat survey of F.R.R. 13 Jul revealed 620 Aechmophorus grebes, including 437 ads. and 183 juvs., 112+ of which were Clark's (D. Farrar, DI); these are summer record numbers for F.R.R., the only regular westside breeding location for both Aechmophorus grebes. A Clark's Grebe off Pt Grenville, Grays Harbor 23 Jul (RM) and 2 at Westport 21 Jul (BLB) yielded only the 2nd and 3rd w. Washington summer records away From Vancouver L., while an exceptional 3 coastal and 3 W.V. Clark's were detected in Oregon. Not annual during summer, and extremely rare near land, a Laysan Albatross cruised past Coos Bay 24 Jun (fide J. Randolph). A tubenose feeding flock visible from land 
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Washington's eighth Scissor-tailed Flycatcher hung out near the highway east of Blyn, Clallam County, Washington on 2 (here) and 3 July 2007. The state's most recent record had been in October 2004. Photograph by Russell Rogers.

about 1.5 km off Yaquina Head, Lincoln 28 Jun included 50 Black-footed Albatrosses, 50+ Pink-footed Shearwaters, and 45+ Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels (TG); such a nearshore congregation is unprecedented. This summer's Flesh-footed Shearwater was off Westport 23 Jun (BS), while a Buller's Shearwater off Westport 21 Jul supplied the Region's first summer record since 2000 (SMi, BT). A Sooty/Short-tailed Shearwater, always rare in the P.T., passed P.N.P. 5 Jul (VN). Not annual during summer, 2 Short-tailed Shearwaters were off Westport 21 Jul (SMi, BT). Ryan Merrill, while doing Marbled Murrelet surveys off the Washington coast, also performed the most thorough Manx Shearwater survey to date. As many as 3 at a time were noted near Alexander I., Jefferson 13 Jun-11 Jul, 2 were off the Long Beach Pen., Pacific 26 Jun, and singles were in n. Grays Harbor 12 & 23 Jul and at Cape Flattery 18 Jul. This abundance of summer sightings suggests that, perhaps, the question should be "How many Manx are nesting?" rather than "Are Manx nesting?" After a decade of increasing numbers, a paltry 16 American White Pelicans were found on the westside, with 5 at Baskett Slough, Polk 28 Jun (L. Norgren) and 11 summering at F.R.R. (m.ob.). Brown Pelicans, not annual during summer in the P.T., visited Seattle 27 Jun (D. Hutchinson), Edmonds, Snohomish 39 Jul (DD), and P.N.P 24 Jul (BSW). A Cattle Egret, exceptionally rare during summer on the westside, graced Florence, Lane 21 Jun (D. Pettey); peak westside occurrence is Nov Jan, and the few Regional summer records are nearly all from e. Oregon; photographs suggest that the Asian subspecies coromandus could be involved in this case. A Green Heron returned to Green Acres, Spokane 1 Jun (A. Roberson); this species is very rare in the e. third of the Region. A Glossy Ibis at Malheur 4-9 Jun (WC, HN) may have been the same bird seen 10 km away this past May (providing Oregon's 2nd record). After the spring's White-faced Ibis blitz, Washington's only summer sighting was of 2 at Wilson Cr., Grant 1 Jun (SM). In Oregon, however, up to three pairs bred at Ladd Marsh, Union, yielding ne. Oregon's first nesting record (C. Nowak); out-of-place singletons also visited Hatfield L., Deschutes 16 Jul (D. Smith), Agate L., Jackson 20 Jul (R. Robb), and Tumalo Res., Deschutes 25 Jul (P. Low); most of the Region's stray White-faceds occur mid-May—mid-Jun. A Red-shouldered Hawk at Kent, King 21-26 Jul supplied Washington's 2nd summer record (K. Andrich, ph. A. Brown). A Merlin over College Place, Walla Walla 22 Jun (M&MD), and another in apparently suitable breeding habitat at Godman Springs, Columbia 4 Jul (K. Knittle), suggest that this species may nest in the Blue Mts. A Prairie Falcon visited Eugene 2 Jun (D. Gleason); the westside probably has but one prior summer record away from Jackson. The Washington breeding population of Sandhill Cranes, entirely in nw. Klickitat and sw. Yakima, reached a modern-day high of 58 this summer (JE). Oddly, Sandhills are nearly annual during Jun in the W.V.; this year singles appeared near Philomath, Benton 10 Jun (WDR) and F.R.R. 11 Jun (D. Gleason), while 11 graced Sauvie I. 17 Jun (E. Knight). A Sandhill at Coos Bay 27 Jun was on the outer coast, where rare at any time (F. J. Petock).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A Black-bellied Plover tarried at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla through 17 Jun (M&MD, SM), and another visited Potholes Res., Grant 8 Jun (L. Cooke, R. Finger); there was only one antecedent eastside Jun record. An American Golden-Plover at Iowa Beef 2-3 Jun furnished the eastside's 5th record of a northbound bird (SM). A southbound ad. American Golden-Plover, not annual in the Region, graced F.R.R. 11 Jul (K. Larsen, L. McQueen, R. Robb). Once again, the Region hosted Jun Pacific Golden-Plovers, with singles at Ridgefield 11-16 Jun (G. Mayfield, WC, R. Windemuth) and Ankeny 13 Jun (WDR); prior to 2001, such records were virtually unknown. Two more Pacifics were found during their usual window of southbound migration, 6 Jul+. A Greater Yellowlegs at Ridgefield 9-16 Jun was present between the dates usually assigned to northbound and southbound migration (B. Clemons, E, BF); interestingly, a distinctively injured Greater Yellowlegs last seen at P.S.B. 10 Jun was rediscovered at Deer Lagoon, Island, some 30 km to the sw., on 24 Jun, demonstrating that a departing bird is not necessarily a migrating one (SM). A Lesser Yellowlegs at P.S.B. 14 Jun was about a week early (SM). Eleven Solitary Sandpipers, 8 Jul+, was supranormal. Note that we erred in last summer's report: the earliest southbound Solitary record from Oregon was on 29 Jun 1989 at Diamond L. (D. Fix). Not annual during spring/summer in the W.V., single Whimbrels enlivened F.R.R. 18 Jul (M. Cutler) and Finley 27 Jul (WDR). A Long-billed Curlew summering at Dungeness Bay, Clallam was nearly unprecedented away from the outer coast on the westside (RM, GGe). An ad. Hudsonian Godwit brightened P.S.B. 26 Jul (TA); though southbound Hudsonian Godwits are now nearly annual in the Region, this was only the 2nd southbound ad. in the last decade. This summer's Bar-tailed Godwit frequented Tokeland, Pacific 19-24 Jul (P&RS). A Marbled Godwit at Dungeness Bay 25 Jun was about 10 days early (GGe). Six Marbleds on the eastside, 3 Jul+, was exceptional, highlighted by 4 at Gutierrez Ranch, Crook 13 Jul (CG). Semi-palmated Sandpipers appeared in better-than-average numbers, with 57 in Washington and 13 in Oregon. The first was a few days early at P.S.B. 24 Jun (SM), and peak movement of ads. came on 30 Jun, when 17 were found in the n. P.T. (SM). The first southbound Western Sandpipers arrived at P.S.B. 17 Jun (SM). Washington's 2nd fully documented Red-necked Stint enlivened P.S.B. 21-25 Jun (†SM, ph. TA, ph. S. Pink, †H. Opperman). Eleven Baird's Sandpipers 8 Jul+ was nearly twice the norm. Lone Pectoral Sandpipers were at P.S.B. 28 Jun (SM) and 26 Jul (SM), about one-third the norm. This summer's early southbound Dunlin stopped at Crockett L., Island 29 Jun (BSW, D&PW), a goodly six weeks before the next migrant was noted. Two ill-appearing Dunlins survived at P.S.B. through 30 Jun (SM); a few Dunlins typically summer on the outer coast, but such is extremely rare elsewhere in the Region. Very rare ad. Stilt Sandpipers adorned O. S. 28 Jul (P&RS) and Midway Beach, Pacific 30 Jul (P&RS). A Short-billed Dowitcher at P.S.B. 14 Jun was a week or more early (SM), while singles at Hatfield L., Deschutes 3 Jul (C. Miller) and St. Andrews, Douglas 21 Jul (GS) yielded very rare eastside summer records. Two more hendersoni Short-billed Dowitchers were detected, with singles at Crockett L., Island 30 Jun (ph. SM) and P.S.B. 7 Jul (ph. SM); considered casual in the Region, this subspecies may occur
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more often than previously thought. The last northbound Long-billed Dowitcher was a tad late at N.S.C.B. 10 Jun (TR), while an early southbound bird visited Ridgefield 21 Jun (JE). Numbers of southbound ad. Long-billeds were exceptional, as evidenced by 474 at F.R.R. 21 Jul (S. Nord). Migration dates for Wilson's Snipe in the Region are poorly understood, but one at P.S.B. 17 Jun appeared to be a very early southbound migrant (SM). A pair of Wilson’s Phalaropes at Midway Beach 30 Jun was two to three weeks early for the outer coast, where rare at any time (P&RS). At least 10 male Wilson's Phalaropes guarded nests during Jun at P.S.B., their only w. Washington breeding site (SM, TA); in w. Oregon, this species nested at five locations, including Finley, furnishing Benton's first breeding record (WDR). An astonishing 49 South Polar Skuas were found, far more than all jaegers combined. The Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary survey yielded 35 skuas, 29 Jun-9 Jul (SMi), and 7 were off Westport on the early date of 23 Jun (BT). Washington's 5th Laughing Gull greeted a visiting Belgian birder at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor 22 Jul (ph. G. Beckers); of the Region's seven antecedent records, five are from the westside, all but one between 17 Jul and 15 Oct. The 8 Franklin's Gulls noted in e. Washington was near the norm. A Franklin's at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 18 Jul was on the westside, where not annual during summer (J. Flynn). The eastside's 2nd summer Mew Gull graced Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 9 Jun (SM, BSW). Mews are proving rare but annual on the westside during Jun (mostly imms.), with the first migrants appearing in early Jul (mostly ads.). This year, single imms. visited Cultus Bay, Island 24 Jun (SM) and Deer Lagoon, Island 30 Jun (SM). A Glaucous Gull at Astoria through 3 Jun was about a month tardy and provided the Region's first summer record since 2000 (ph. B. Barnett). A Sabine's Gull near Well's Dam, Douglas 30 Jun provided the eastside's 5th summer record (K. Brown); antecedent records are all 1-19 Jun. A Common Tern, very rare during summer on the eastside, brightened Desert Aire, Grant 8 Jun (SM, BSW); equally unusual was one in the W.V. at F.R.R. 6 Jul (DI). Continued nesting of Arctic Terns on Dungeness Spit was demonstrated by 3 ads. carrying food 28 Jul (GGe); the actual number of breeding pairs could not be assessed, as the area is not fully accessible. A tally of 320 Forster's Terns near Paterson, Benton 9 Jun was unprecedented in Washington (SM, BSW). A Black Tern visited Ridgefield 21 Jun (JE); this species is not annual in w. Washington from mid-Jun through early Aug. Washington's 4th Least Tern enlivened Crockett L., Island 16 Jul (ph. S. Littlefield); most Regional records have been on the westside, late May-mid-Aug. Approximately half of the Region's roughly 20 records have been noted during the past five years. Alcids were abundant and diverse this summer, with 10 species detected. Notable high counts included 8774 Common Murres off Grays Harbor 19 Jul (RM), a summer-record 145 Marbled Murrelets near Destruction I., Jefferson 14 Jun (RM), 1011 Cassin's Auklets at Cape Flattery 18 Jul (RM), and 279 Cassin's (a record for interior marine waters) in the Strait of Juan de Fuca between Angeles Pt. and Green Pt. 18 Jul (D. Wheelan). A Xantus's Murrelet at Cape Flattery 4 Jul (C. Cox) was at the same location that provided Washington's first from-shore record last Jul. A scrippsi Xantus's was 70 km wsw. of Cape Alava, Clallam 8 Jul, and 2 unidentified Synthliboramphus murrelets were 65 km w. of La Push, Clallam 9 Jul (both SMi). This is the 5th consecutive summer during which Xantus's has been recorded in the Region, yet the Region had only four summer records prior to 2001. A basic-plumaged Parakeet Auklet off Cape Alava 4 Jul furnished the Region's 2nd summer record (SMi), the first having come last Jun. Horned Puffins have been nearly annual

        [image: ]
Washington's fifth Great-tailed Grackle wandered about a park in Nehalem, Whatcom County, Washington 20-25 (here 24) June 2007. In a steep valley on the Cascade Mountain's west slope at 400 m elevation, this location has little beyond a lawn and a dumpster to attract any species of grackle. Photograph by Ryan J. Merrill.

during summer of late, but this summer was extraordinary, with coastal singles near Cape Alava 5 Jun (RM), off Cape Alava 2 Jul (SMi), at Newport, Lincoln 5 Jul (D. Faxon), at Quillayute Needles, Jefferson 13 Jul (RM), and at Westport 21 Jul (BT, BLS), plus one in the P.T. at P.N.P 29 Jun (VN). The ongoing presence of Band-tailed Pigeon in Klickitat was demonstrated by up to 15 at Trout L. 4-8 Jul (RH, RM); one farther e. near Prineville, Crook 25 Jun was a true vagrant (D. & N. Tonseth, CG). Eurasian Collared Doves continued to conquer the Region, with 2 reaching Washington's nw. corner at Forks, Clallam 3 Jul (RM). This species was noted in five additional w. Washington and at least five w. Oregon locations. On the eastside, observers have grown weary of reporting collared-doves, but populations of 10+ inhabited Burns, Redmond, Deschutes, Madras, Jefferson, Washtucna, Adams, and probably elsewhere. The Region's first nesting Northern Hawk Owls were found near Winthrop, Okanogan, a location that has supplied several recent winter records. A pair first noted in May had 4 fully fledged youngsters by 26 Jun (V. Glick, L. Schreiner). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was heard along the Touchet

SA – Evidence that Ancient Murrelets breed in nw. Washington has been steadily accruing over the past few summers. This year, however, an astounding 117 ads. were detected off the Olympic Pen., almost entirely during Jun, with a maximum of 56 near Cape Alava 5 Jun (RM). More importantly, 18+ chicks were also found 17-21 Jun, including a very young chick with 3 ads. near Tatoosh I., Clallam 7 Jun (RM). Concurrently, approximately 9 were found on 5 dates in the Straits of Juan de Fuca 12 Jun-16 Jul, where not annual during summer, and another off Anderson I., Pierce 18 Jul was virtually unprecedented for summer in the s. Puget Sound (all D. Wheelan). Not annual off Oregon during summer, 2 flew past Yachats, Lincoln 2 Jun (DI, J. Sullivan). Importantly, the Olympic Pen. sightings are consistent with breeding chronology in the Queen Charlotte Is., the nearest large colony, where fledging occurs primarily in Jun, followed by rapid dispersal (Gaston 1994, Birds of North America, no. 132
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R., Walla Walla 25 Jun (M&MD); if accepted by the W.B.R.C., it would be about the 10th in Washington since the species was extirpated in the 1930s. Extremely rare for the w. Washington was a Black-chinned Hummingbird at Kelly Butte, King 2 Jun (EH). More regular, but still not annual, were Black-chinneds in w. Oregon near Oakridge, Lane 4 Jul (TM) and on Mt. Hebo, Tillamook 4 Jul (RG). Anna's Hummingbirds continue to expand their range, spawning some records that seem just plain odd. Fitting that category was one at about 1600m elevation in Lodgepole Pine woods at Rider's Camp, Kittitas 3 Jun (A, Sedgley, D. Paulson) and another in similar habitat at about 900m at Rimrock Retreat, Yakima 2 Jul (BT). Single Costa's Hummingbirds, now found annually during summer in Oregon, brightened Grants Pass, Josephine 1 Jun (DV) and Bend 12 Jul (J. Moodie). There was an unprecedented late summer/early fall movement of Calliope Hummingbirds into the westside lowlands, with singles at Vancouver, Clark 26 Jul (K. Knittle), Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 29 Jul and 3 Aug (WC), and Battle Ground, Clark 2 Aug (J. Danzenbaker); one wonders if this was tied to the interior's drought. At least 100 Rufous Hummingbirds visited a set of feeders near Rockport, Skagit 14 Jun, recorded during a half-hour's surveillance (SM, MB); one wonders how many hummingbirds truly use those feeders. A Williamson's Sapsucker was near Takhlakh L., Skamania 7 Jul (RM); there are very few w. Washington records of this species, though it might actually be regular in e. Skamania. An apparent Red-naped Sapsucker photographed on Vashon I., King 1-17 Jun, upon close scrutiny, showed signs of introgression with Red-breasted Sapsucker (T. Mansfield, E. Swan). Another (and more typical) Red-breasted Sapsucker x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrid was unusually low in the Cascades foothills at about 100m at Barnaby Slough, Skagit 14 Jun (MB, SM). An American Three-toed Woodpecker was near Government Meadows, King 12 Jul (EH). Single Black-backed Woodpeckers were near Takhlakh L., Skamania 7 Jul (RM) and Naches Pass, King 28 Jul (M. Bands). It has been assumed that both of these species occur high on the w. slope of Washington's Cascades, but until the past few years, there have been precious few records. Recent scrutiny of these areas have confirmed that American Three-coeds are low-density residents from Whatcom to Skamania and that Black-backeds occur there as well, though likely in smaller numbers or less regularly

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
The first apparent southbound Western Wood-Pewee was in Seattle 6 Jul (RM); this onset of this species' southbound migration is poorly established in our Region. After several unverified reports, Oregon's first Alder Flycatcher, near Irish Bend, Benton 29 May-2 Jun (R. P. Moore, WDR), was verified by analysis of its sonogram (A. McCallum). An apparent northbound Willow Flycatcher in Seattle 20 Jun was about a week late (KA). A mind-boggling 24+ Least Flycatchers were discovered in the Region, 1 Jun-5 Jul, continuing this species' ongoing colonization of the Region (see Mlodinow 2005, Western Birds 36: 310-316). Likely breeding pairs were at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane (M. Frobe), Ellisporte, Okanogan (P. Hicks, B. Sundstrom), and Rock L., Whitman (T. & D. Weber). Very rare west-side Leasts included a spring migrant at S. Prairie, Pierce 3 Jun (CW), a bird on territory near Wabash, Lewis 19 Jun-5 Jul (BS), and a mid-summer apparition at Marymoor Park, King 5 Jul (M. Hobbs). Oregon’s only Least visited Ft. Klamath 8 Jun (B. Altman). This species likely enters (and departs) the Region from the north or northeast. A Gray Flycatcher at Cassimer Bar, Okanogan 7 Jul was probably an early migrant (RH); the first southbound birds are usually detected in early Aug. A Gray Flycatcher in suburban Eugene 16 Jun was either a stray and tardy northbound migrant or simply lost (S. Gordon); the W.V. averages about 2 Grays per spring, typically late Apr—mid-May. Nearly as peculiar in timing and rarity was a Dusky Flycatcher in Portland 17 Jun (G. Lillie). Black Phoebes, steadily pushing their range northward, likely bred at F.R.R., (D. & A. Heyerly). Multiple Ash-throated Flycatchers were heard at the Spring Creek Hatchery, Skamania 21 Jul (WC); though barely annual in w Washington, Ash-throateds breed close to this site in Klickitat and may well breed locally in e. Skamania. Ash-throated Flycatchers again wandered northward into the W.V., with singles at Baskets Slough, Polk 18 Jun (D. Schrouder) and Dexter, Lane 20 Jun (D. Bontrager). Washington's 8th Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was near Blyn, Clallam 2-3 Jul (R. Rogers); most Regional records have been May—early Jul.


SA – In 1921, an American Three-toed Woodpecker nest was found at 1800m on Happy I. Ridge in the Olympic Mts. (Jewett et al. 1953; Birds of Washington State). No sightings from this range have been subsequently published, but there were several reports in 1988 at the Deer Park burn (fide B. Boekelheide), and a pair at 1100m on Mt. Norton in the late 1990s (SG). This year, a female inhabited the Griff Peak burn, at 1550m, during Jun, the same burn that hosted a male at 1350m during summer 2005 (SG). Given the lack of lowland westside records, it seems likely that American Three-toed Woodpeckers are low-density residents of the Olympic Mts.

A Warbling Vireo in Seattle 19 Jun was about 10 days late for a northbound bird (KA). A Philadelphia Vireo at Hooper, Whitman 3 Jun (†GS) would be Washington's 4th, if accepted by the B.R.C. A tally of 34 Red-eyed Vireos in the vicinity of Barnaby Slough, Skagit 14 Jun was unprecedented for w. Washington (SM, MB); rather than exceptional, this count likely merely reflects this species' high breeding density in the Big-leafed Maple woodlands on the w. slope of the n. Cascades. In w. Oregon, however, Red-eyeds do seem to be expanding their range, with summering/breeding birds at five+ W.V. sites. For the first summer in several years, no new westside Bank Swallow colonies were located; however, for the 5th consecutive summer, lone individuals were found in the s. W.V., suggesting that small numbers may breed there: singles visited Finley (WDR), Philomath, and F.R.R. (R. Robb). Three Juniper Titmice near Malin 18 Jun suggests that this species is continuing to move westward in the Klamath Basin (KS, D. Haupt). A Rock Wren graced L. Cushman, Mason 3 Jul (BS); this species is exceptionally rare w. of the Cascades during summer. One at Mt. Si, King 23 Jul was high on the w. slope of the Cascades, where scarce (M. Bartels). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Ridgefield 16 Jun furnished Washington's 10th record and only the 2nd for spring/summer (BF). Two Blue-grays at Gray Butte, Jefferson 14 Jul (S. Dougill) and one at Mt. Pisgah, Lane 3 Jun (BA) were n. of their usual range; this species appears to be expanding northward on the eastside. A Gray Catbird among the Lodgepole Pines at Rider's Camp, Kittitas (elevation approximately 1600m) 3 Jun was well out of habitat (A. Sedgley, D. Paulson), as was a singing bird on the Oregon coast at Florence 14 Jul+ (D. Pettey). Two catbirds along the Little Deschutes R. in nw. Klamath 9 Jul (R. Robb) and one at Toketee L. in e. Douglas 3 Jun (W. Stone) provided further evidence of this species' range expansion southwestward into Oregon's s. Cascades. Three Northern Mockingbirds in Washington was about average, while 3 in Oregon were subpar. Western Washington's first summer Sage Thrasher enlivened Possession Beach, Island 3 Jun (C. Johnson); this species is not annual in w. Washington at any time. A Brown Thrasher graced Fields 1 Jun (JG); this species has been annual in Oregon, May-Jul, during recent years.
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A Northern Parula was near Sisters, Deschutes 11 Jun, bringing this ‘spring's’ total to 3, about triple the norm (C. & M. Miller). Two Chestnut-sided Warblers at Ritzville, Adams 6 Jun (ph. B. Lyle) and one near Port Angeles 6 Jul (SG) added to 16 prior Washington records; almost all are from Jun. Oregon's 17th Cape May Warbler enlivened Malheur 2 Jun (C. Charlesworth); most of the Region's records have come from Harney in May/Jun. Two more Hermit Warblers were found in the mts. of King, one at Naches Pass 15 Jun (M. Bartels) and another (paired with a Townsend's Warbler) at Snoqualmie Pass 19 Jul (J. Flynn), suggesting that this species may breed in small numbers farther n. than previously recognized. This season's 2 Black-and-white Warblers were both at Malheur 1 Jun (J. Gilligan). American Redstarts were found breeding at only one westside location this year, County Line Ponds. Skagit, where two pairs plus one young were noted 26 Jul (TA). A very rare outer coast redstart visited Bayocean Spit, Tillamook 2 Jun (R. Smith). A Northern Waterthrush, very rare on the outer coast, visited Cascade Head, Tillamook 2 Jun (PP). A male Hooded Warbler at Malheur 1 Jun (JG, O. Schmidt, B. Stites), followed by a female there 5 Jun (WC), supplied Oregon's 11th and 12th records; surprisingly, only two of the antecedent records were from May/Jun. Yellow-breasted Chats formerly bred widely, but locally in w Washington and were reported as "common" into the 1950s in Clark. They subsequently were extirpated and for several decades not even found as vagrants. Over the past decade, numbers of stray territorial males have been increasing, with this being a banner year. As many as 9 territorial males inhabited Ridgefield through 16 Jul (JE). Five territorial males were elsewhere in w. Washington, the most northerly of which were 2 at Stillwater, King through 14 Jul (m.ob.). At least in Clark, some of this recovery is due to the regeneration of native riparian habitats. At least 6 Clay-colored Sparrows were detected in e. Washington, sw. to Rocky Coulee, Adams (GS)―modestly above average for the past decade. Black-throated Sparrows showed well on the eastside, perhaps also related to the drought elsewhere. In e. Washington, 4 ads. were on Rattlesnake Ridge, Yakima 23 Jun, and an imm. was there 3 Aug (AS). Two singing males were at traditional sites near Vantage during Jun (TA, M. Fleming). and one inhabited Steptoe Butte; Whitman through 9 Jul (m.ob.). In ne. Oregon, Black-throateds were detected nw. of their usual range at multiple sites in Painted Hills N.M., Wheeler 23 Jun+ (J. Geier). More unusual was a westside Black-throated at Ruby Beach, Jefferson 15 Jun (BS); most westside records are during years with supranormal eastside numbers. A singing Swamp Sparrow at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 9 Jun was unprecedented, the previous Washington late date being 26 Apr (SM, BSW). Very tardy Golden-crowned Sparrows visited Washtucna, Adams 1 Jun (P&RS) and Bainbridge 1. 9 Jun (D. Watkins); there have been only about seven Washington summer records during the past 30 years.

SA - Brewer's Sparrows wandered far and wide in the Region this summer and in a fashion that was utterly unprecedented. This species is typically restricted to eastside sites dominated by sagebrush (Artemisia spp.), where it is quite common from Apr onwards. This year in late May/early Jun, Brewers Sparrows inexplicably set up territories in grasslands and open dry coniferous woodlands devoid of sage from Spokane, s. to Baker (M&MD). The first sign of movement into the westside was a singing bird at Finley 7-11 Jun (WDR). Then another territorial bird was found near Brownsville, Linn 2 Jun (B. Altman), where eventually 6 Brewer's were detected by month's end, including two or more pairs (DI, Paul Sullivan, C. Karlen). At F.R.R., 3 fledglings 19-20 Jul furnished the first W.V. breeding record (D. Farrar, DI), with up to 7 birds present 2 Aug, 2 of which lingered until 24 Aug (DI). In w. Washington, Brewer's never made it to the lowlands or established breeding territories, but at high elevations, up to 3 were at Windy Gap, King 12 Jul+ (EH, RM), and one was on Mt. St. Helen's, Skamania 7 Jul (RM). Interestingly, 16+ Vesper Sparrows at Naches Pass, King 20 Jul (RM) were also unprecedented and likely part of the same dispersal. In the W.V., Grasshopper Sparrows were unusually numerous and widespread, with record numbers at F.R.R. (DI) and singing birds at Finley 4 Jun (WDR) and near Airlie, Polk 3 Jul (BA) where they have not previously bred. It is unknown whether these birds originated within the Region, or farther e., where drought conditions were far worse.

Four Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, all in w. Oregon 1-24 Jun, was distinctly subpar. An Indigo Bunting in Snohomish 17 Jun was about the 20th for Washington (D. Kirkland). In Oregon, where annual, an Indigo was at Baskett Slough, Polk 14-30 Jun (B. Young); peak occurrence in the Region is late Apr–mid-Jun. An Indigo Bunting x Lazuli Bunting hybrid at Eugene was the 2nd such bird at Eugene in the past three years (K. Larsen) and the 4th record for the Region. A Bobolink visited Swauk Prairie, Kittitas 6 Jun (M. Mathis); Bobolinks are very local breeders in Washington, and migrants are not detected annually. At least 6 male Tricolored Blackbirds were seen carrying food near Othello during early Jun, strongly suggestive of local nesting (RH). The largest concentration was 41 at Marlin, Grant 10 Jun, not far from the established Wilson Cr. breeding location (DS). A Great-tailed Grackle graced Nehalem, Whatcom 20-25 Jun (ph. P. DeBruyn, B. Kuntz), and 2 inhabited Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 14 Jul+ (ph. M&MD), providing Washington's 5th and 6th records. Oregon was visited by 6 Great-taileds 6-20 Jun, the most unusual of which was one nw. at Baskett Slough 20 Jun, Polk's 2nd (DI); perhaps this species has renewed its range expansion in the Region. The rather remarkable increase of Bullock's Orioles in w. Washington continued, exemplified by 18 near Everett 7 Jul (SM, DD); a decade ago, 18 Bullock's noted during an entire summer throughout Snohomish would have been notable. Washington's 5th Baltimore Oriole enlivened Richland, Benton 2-9 Jun (NL); three of the antecedent records occurred 31 May-20 Jun After an eight-month absence, the ever-peripatetic White-winged Crossbill suddenly appeared in the Region during Jul, with small groups at three locations in Pend Oreille during late Jul (K. Tran) and one at Santiam Pass 12 Jul (RG).
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End 2007
20

image5.emf

image6.emf

image7.emf

image8.emf

image9.emf

image10.emf

image11.emf

image12.emf

image13.emf

image14.emf

image15.emf

image16.emf

image17.jpeg




image18.emf

image19.emf

image20.emf

image21.emf

image22.emf

image1.emf

image2.emf

image3.emf

image4.emf

