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“Wet” described the fall. August, normally a very dry month, saw well-above-normal rainfall, and this persisted into November, which was a bit drier. Most of the Region experienced near-normal temperatures throughout the season. 
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Though the season provided an abundance and broad spectrum of unusual records, seabirds and shorebirds captured the headlines. The most unusual seabirds were mostly seen by CSCAPE researchers aboard NOAA vessels well offshore, who tallied three first Oregon records (if one extends the 200- nmi [368-km] offshore boundary a tad), two of which were Regional firsts. Shorebirds, on the other hand, were accessible to all. Common and uncommon species alike occurred in unprecedented numbers, and a number of rarities were detected, including a first for the Lower 48 states.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); PT. (Puget Trough); W.V. (Willamette Valley); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
An ad. and an imm. Blue Goose enlivened P.S.B. 15 Oct (ph. SM, BT), and another visited Fir I., Skagit 3-5 Nov (R. Lawson); Washington has only 23 records, many of which are from the last five years in Snohomish and Skagit, perhaps representing returning birds and their progeny. The only errant Ross's Geese were near Bend 24 Nov (CM, MM) and N.S.C.B. 29 Nov (TR). The sole Emperor Goose flew over Mattawa, Grant 5 Nov, furnishing e. Washington's first record (†D. Bader); except in the Klamath Basin of Oregon and California, this species is exceedingly rare e. of the Cascades/Sierras. Black Brant at Sprague L., Adams 4 Nov (fide BF) and Lyle, Klickitat 25 Sep (†SJ) added to five previous e. Washington records. Rare away from salt water on the westside, a Black Brant was in w. Eugene 30 Oct+ (SMg), and a surprising 9 were at Scoggins Valley Park, Washington 6 Nov (J. Hayes). Rare in the Region, an apparent Greater White-fronted Goose x Canada Goose hybrid inhabited Royal L., Grant 25 Oct (RH). Two Dusky Canada Geese (B. c. occidentalis), rare in the P.T., stopped at Auburn, King 2 Nov (CW). A Lesser Canada Goose (B. c. parvipes) and a Cackling Goose at Und Coulee, Grant 27 Aug were about two months early and may have 
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summered locally (SM, ST). Two minima Cackling Geese at Moses L., Grant 7 Nov provided further evidence that this taxon is regular in e. Washington (DSc). Early were 3 Trumpeter Swans at Fir I., Skagit 11 Sep (JW, KW), a Tundra Swan at Sheep L., Whitman 20 Aug (JA), and 3 Tundras at Lyman, Skagit 5 Sep (G. Bletsch); both species typically do not arrive until late Oct or Nov. The Falcated Duck returned to Coburg, Lane 18 Nov for the 3rd straight year (P. Patricelli). Only 2 eastside Eurasian Wigeons were detected: Moses L, Grant 19-27 Nov (DSc) and Hatfield L., Deschutes 22 Oct (H. Horvath); the eastside had been averaging 5 per fall of late. On the westside, a Eurasian Wigeon at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 1 Sep was record early (BN). An unprecedented 11,000 Green-winged Teal congregated at P.S.B. 23 Nov (TA). No Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal were detected, and the only Common Teal x Green-winged Teal inter-grade was at Nisqually 22 Nov (CW). Only recently established as a local breeder, at least five broods of Ring-necked Duck inhabited N.S.C.B. 2 Aug (TR). Single Harlequin Ducks visited Lyons Ferry, Franklin 5 Sep (M. Willison) and Rook's Park, Walla Walla 14 Sep (G. Shoemake); Harlequins are exceptionally rare on the lowland eastside. Coastal scoter flights were sub-par, with peak counts at Boiler Bay of 13,000 Surfs 18 Oct and a measly 800 White-wingeds 6 Nov (PP). Eastside Surf Scoter numbers were unremarkable, with 37 detected 23 Sep-7 Nov, but eastside White-winged Scoter numbers were dreadful: 2 near Usk, Pend Oreille 27 Nov (GS) and one at Hood R. 26 Oct (SJ). A Black Scoter, very rare away from salt water, enlivened Gold Ray Dam on the Rogue R. 25 Nov (J. Harleman). A Long-tailed Duck at Miller L., Klamath 17 Oct was the only one detected on the eastside (MM); the eastside averages about 7 per fall. Three Spruce Grouse near the aptly named Grouse Creek Campground, Chelan 28 Aug were at the exceptionally low elevation of 800 m (†P. Flores). Wild Turkeys are increasing in our Region, the latest evidence of which was 8 dispersing birds that provided Franklin's first record at Lyons Ferry 3 Sep (SM, BE RH). Coastal flights of Red-throated and Pacific Loons were poor, with peak counts at Boiler Bay of 2000 Red-throateds 6 Nov and 18,000 Pacifics 27 Oct (PP). A Pacific Loon at Richland, Benton 31 Aug was about six weeks early for the eastside (NL, K. Criddle). A very early Yellow-billed Loon at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 4 Aug+ (C. Karlen) and one at Oak Bay, Jefferson 24 Oct (M. Dufort) represented the worst fall showing since 1999. The Vancouver L. Clark's Grebe flock had dwindled from 28
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Research vessels off the southern Oregon coast turned up a host of rarities, including at least 11 Murphy’s Petrels between 31 October and 2 November 2005. This bird was 296 km west of Cape Foulweather, Oregon on 31 October. The majority of records of this species from the northeastern North Pacific are from April through June, making these sightings all the more surprising. Photograph by Rich Pagen.

this summer to 18 on 22 Aug (ST) and 2 on 15 Sep (K. Knittle). At F.R.R., 15 Clark's were present 3 Aug (L. McQueen). Away from summering areas, 23 westside Clark's Grebes was an exceptional count and included 2 early migrants at Seaside, Clatsop 21 Aug and 4 there 6 Sep (S. Warner). Two very different pictures of seabird distribution were generated this fall. As usual, there were five Oregon and nine Washington over-the-shelf pelagic trips, all but one of which were on or before 1 Oct (GG, BT). Farther offshore, CSCAPE cruises covered waters out to 300 nmi off both Washington and Oregon during mid-Aug, briefly in mid-Sep, and for several days in late Oct and early Nov (PPy, TS). Public pelagic trips generally encountered normal to below-normal numbers, with very few rarities noted. In contrast, the mid-Oct CSCAPE cruise found a very high density of seabirds along the Oregon coastal shelf break 22 Oct (PPy), including some impressive rarities. Public pelagic trips reported only 2 Laysan Albatross: off Charleston 10 Sep and off Westport 11 Sep. Black-footed Albatross averaged 30 per trip, with a peak of 110 off Newport in Aug, less than half of average. An imm. Short-tailed Albatross, Oregon's 7th, was found dead near Bandon, Coos 3 Sep (ph. K. Iding); Oregon has fewer than 10 modern-day records, most Sep-Dec. A Northern Fulmar off Port Angeles 1 Aug was two months early for Washington's interior marine waters, where it is rare at any time (M. Shepard). On the public pelagic excursions, fulmar numbers were below average, with about 100 per trip. On the other hand, the CSCAPE trip encountered an estimated 3000 Black-footed Albatross and 45,000 Northern Fulmars near Heceta Bank 22 Oct. On 2 Nov, 77 Laysan and 38 Black-footeds were counted well off the Oregon coast (TS). The late Oct/early Nov CSCAPE cruises also uncovered a remarkable diversity of Pterodroma 267-313 km offshore from Tillamook Head to s. of Cape Meares. The Mottled Petrel total topped 20, adding to just 13 prior Oregon records (ph. RP, ph. L. Morse, TS). Three Cook's Petrels 20-22 Oct were Oregon's first (ph. PPy RP); the only prior Regional record is of a beached bird in Washington 15 Dec 1995. Thirteen Murphy's Petrels were found 31 Oct-2 Nov (ph. RP, TS), adding to just three previous Oregon records (all dead and dying birds on beaches); these were particularly surprising, as most ne. Pacific records are From spring. Among the tubenose hordes near Heceta Bank, the Region's first and North America's 2nd Parkinson's Petrel was well observed and photographed 22 Oct (PPy, RP, JCa). Public pelagics tallied only 7 Flesh-footed Shearwaters; the Region averages about 20 per fall. Buller's Shearwater numbers were also low, averaging 30 per trip, while Sooty Shearwater numbers were extremely variable, from a goodly peak of 67,000 off Westport 20 Aug to a pitiful 150 or fewer per trip off Oregon.
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This Brown Booby, photographed near Salmon Bank, San Juan County 25 August 2005 furnished Washington's fifth record of the species and was the last of this summer's “invasion” that brought at least three into Oregon/Washington waters. Photograph by J. Grettenberger.

From shore, however, a stunning 300,000 were off Clatsop Beach 17 Sep (MP). A surprising 400 Short-tailed Shearwaters passed Boiler Bay 4 Nov (PP). A Short-tailed, rare in the P.T., was at Freeland, Island 15 Nov (P. Koyama). A Wilson's Storm-Petrel off Westport 7 Aug was Washington's 4th (†SM, †D. Froehlich); previous Regional records are mostly mid-Jul-mid-Sep. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel numbers were variable, with a fine count of 842 off Newport 13 Aug but otherwise numbering 45 or fewer, about
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half of average. A Fork-tailed, very rare in the PT., was at Jeff Head, Kitsap 25 Sep (BSW). Manx Shearwaters maintained their Regional presence, with 2 reported at Tierra del Mar, Tillamook 5 Sep (WG).

[image: ]
Among birders in Oregon and Washington, there is increasing interest not only in separating Cackling Goose from Canada Goose but in identifying individual geese to subspecies. These Cackling Geese are pale enough to be of the nominate subspecies, but the number of such pale Cracklings’ that have been found during the past year in the Pacific Northwest suggests that this identification is probably incorrect and that most of these birds are probably instead pale taverneri. Left image: this early Cackling Goose at Lind Coulee, Washington 27 August 2005 was with a Canada Goose of subspecies moffitti. Photograph by Steven Mlodinow. Right image: this pale-breasted Cackling Goose was with more typical taverneri in Yakima County, Washington 20 November 2005. Photograph by Denny Granstrand.

CSCAPE observers recorded a Red-tailed Tropicbird 420 km w.-nw. of Cape Blanco, Curry 26 Aug and noted "probable" Redtaileds 344 km off Cape Blanco 16 Sep and 481 km w.-nw. of Cape Arago 21 Oct. The Region has only one previous tropicbird record, a Red-billed on 18 Jun 1941! Leftover from this summer's warm-water extravaganza, a Brown Booby frequented the waters between Lopez I. and Salmon Bank, San Juan 21-25 Aug (†A. Nousek, ph. J. Grettenberger); this furnished the Region's 3rd record for 2005 and 7th overall. Numbers of American White Pelicans away from traditional haunts continued trending upwards. Up to 100 were at F.R.R. during Aug (DF), and 200 at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 7 Aug were also exceptional (J. Johnson), while 2 at Roseburg 7 Oct were quite rare for Douglas (A. Parker). A Brown Pelican, about the 3rd ever for the eastside, visited Wickiup Res. and other nearby Cascade lakes 10 Aug—late Sep (G. Glowers, J. Meredith). On the coast, the Brown Pelican maximum was a goodly 2430 in Grays Harbor 6 Aug (PtS, RS, SM), but there was only one sighting in the P.T., of 2 rather late birds in Seattle 17 Nov (T. Billo). The continuing range expansion of Great Egret was best evidenced by 235 in n. Portland 7 Oct (A. Frank). A Snowy Egret near Coburg, Lane 25 Nov was quite rare for the W.V. (MM). Amazingly, the Region had but one Cattle Egret, and it was 200 km off Cape Arago 21 Oct (PPy). A Black-crowned Night-Heron, very rare on Washington's outer coast, was at O.S. 13 Aug (PtS, RS), while 2 visited Westport 17 Sep (PtS, RS, DSc). Fairly typical for fall, eastside Green Herons were at Bingen, Klickitat 3 Aug (SJ) and Malheur 18 Sep (DR). Organized raptor survey routes in the W.V. produced Northern Harrier counts two to three times recent norms. The only Red-shouldered Hawks in Washington were at Ridgefield, with one there 31 Oct-8 Nov and another 17 Nov (JE). Five in e. Oregon was typical of recent years. Very rare away from Cascade hawk watching sites, an unprecedented 3 Broad-winged Hawks were found in lowland Washington: Keystone, Island 17 Aug (†J. Flynn); Lyons Ferry, Franklin 10 Sep (†SM, †DSc, BSc, BF); and near Cusick, Pend Oreille 18 Sep (ph. T. Munson, M. Houston).

   
This Temminck’s Stint visited Ocean Shores, Washington 9-13 (here 10) November 2005; this flight shot shows the extensively white outer rectrices typical of the species. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

In Oregon, 2 were found: at Baskett Slough, Polk 7 Sep (HN) and Steens Mt., Harney 17 Sep (DR). A fairly typical 6 Broad-wingeds passed the Chelan Ridge Hawkwatch 7-15 Sep (K. Woodruff). An astonishing 6 Swainson's Hawks were found in w. Oregon 5-26 Sep (fide HN); not long ago, this species was considered extremely rare on the westside. Harlan's Hawks at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 4 Sep (BF, SM) and Washtucna, Adams 10 Sep (DSc) bested the previous fall early date of 27 Sep. A Ferruginous Hawk, very rare on the westside, enlivened Mehama, Marion 17 Sep (J. Lundsten). Prairie Merlins (F. c. richardsoni), rare in the Region, were noted in Duvall, King 7 Oct (ph. KA) and Skagit W.M.A. 15 Oct (SM, BT). Five Gyrfalcons included an early bird at O.S. 2 Oct (L. Moss). It was another subpar fall for w. Washington Prairie Falcons, with the sole sighting involving an early individual at Kent, King 26 Aug (K. Armbruster). In the W.V., however, this species was unusually conspicuous, with at least 7 birds, including early individuals near Brownsville, Linn 22 Aug (J. Fenske) and at F.R.R. 28 Aug (DI). A Sandhill Crane at Sequim, Clallam 4 Aug had either summered locally, an exceptionally rare event on the Olympic Pen., or was about a month early (M. Hobbs).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH OWLS
Very rare on the eastside, ad. Black-bellied Plovers were near Wallula, Walla Walla 6 Aug (M&MLD) and at Reardan, Lincoln 10 Aug (M. Frobe); juvs. at Moses L., Grant 7 Nov (DSc) and Soap L, Grant through 10 Nov (TA) bested the eastside record-late date of 5 Nov set just last year. A group of 130 at F.R.R. 1 Nov approximated the W.V. record (DI). Pacific Golden-Plovers showed well, with 75 detected through 12 Nov, including top counts of 12 at O.S. 17 Aug and 2 Sep (JP, KB, PtS, RS). Also following recent trends, American Golden-Plover numbers were low on the westside, with 27 found 27 Aug-22 Oct, but relatively high on the eastside, with 5 noted 10 Sep-16 Oct; the maximum was 5 on Fir I., Skagit 18 Sep (ST). Prudent observers left 61 other golden-plovers unidentified. An exceptional 58 Snowy Plovers at the Siltcoos R. outlet 23 Nov set a Lane record (C. Burns). Three Black Oystercatchers near Rockport, Skagit 17 Sep were "up the creek" (about 65 km so), an utterly unprecedented event in this Region (†F. Krause). A Black-necked Stilt near Lowden, Walla Walla 21 Oct was record late for Washington (G. Shoemake). Three American Avocets, rare on the westside, graced Nisqually 10 Aug (JP, KB), while 2 visited N.S.C.B. (R. Namitz, TR), and one was at Bandon, Coos 21 Aug-11 Sep (DL, KC).
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Solitary Sandpipers seemed omnipresent throughout Aug, and this fall's 144 far surpassed 2001's record of 80; 107 were on the eastside, with a maximum of 14 at Potholes Res/Moses L., Grant 14-15 Aug (DSc, BSc). Willets, not annual in the P.T. or W.V., appeared at four P.T. sites 4 Aug-11 Nov and at F.R.R. 14 Aug (DI, SMg). Nearly as rare in the P.T., a Wandering Tattler visited Everett 20 Aug (S. Dang). Three interior westside Long-billed Curlews during early and mid-Aug was about average. Hudsonian Godwits appeared in the Region for the 4th consecutive fall, with singles at Westport 14 Sep-11 Oct (ph. L Schwitters) and O.S. 18-25 Sep (†MB, ph. MW). Likely a record, about 9 Bar-tailed Godwits enlivened the Region this fall. Most were along Washington's outer coast, but very rare P.T. records were provided by 2 on Fir I., Skagit 12 Sep-9 Oct (W. Weber, †H. Armstrong) and one in Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 18 Oct (†M. Reid). One of Tokeland's Bar-taileds remained through at least 25 Nov, the 2nd latest ever (M. Bartels), while one at Brookings 16 Oct was Oregon's 19th and Curry's first (ph. J. Arneson, D. Munson). A Marbled Godwit, rare on the eastside, was at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 2 Sep (SM, BF, RH, BLB). Red Knots seem to have abandoned the Oregon coast; the only sightings were 2 at Bandon 21 Aug (DL, KC) and 12 at Port Orford, Curry 15 Sep (L. Miller). A startling 60 Sanderlings were encountered on the eastside, including rare ads. at Potholes Res. 2 Aug (DSc) and Soap L. 16 Aug (TA), and a record-late individual at W.W.R.D. 20 Oct (M&MLD). Unprecedented numbers of Semipalmated Sandpipers poured across Washington through 7 Sep, with a final tally of approximately 283, 45 of which were on the westside. The peak occurred 16 Aug, when 60 visited Potholes Res. and 118 were at Soap L. (TA). A more typical 13 were reported from Oregon. Western Sandpipers also showed well, with an e. Washington record 3500+ at Potholes Res. 27-29 Aug (DSc, SM). The Red-necked Stint lingered until 2 Aug at Dungeness Bay. (R. Lawson). Besting that was the Lower 48 states' first Temminck's Stint at O.S. 9-13 Nov (PtS, ph. RS). Least Sandpiper numbers were also up, with a Washington-record 6090 on the Long Beach Pen., Pacific 18 Oct and a surprising 3730 still there 17 Nov (J. Buchanan). An Oregon-record 225 Baird's Sandpipers enlivened Thief Valley Res., Union 16 Aug (TB). Another shorebird appearing in record numbers was Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, with 33 tallied 6 Sep-27 Oct, including now-annual eastside birds at Lind Coulee, Grant 6 Sep (AR) and Sprague L. 14 Oct (T. Little). The maximum was 9 at P.S.B. 15 Sep (SM); oddly, this species was formerly more common in Oregon, but only 3 of this fall's total were from that state. Adding further spice to the dramatic shorebird season were Washington's 8th and 9th Curlew Sandpipers at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 11-13 Sep (TB. Shelmerdine, C. Sidles, ph. B. Schmoker) and P.S.B. 26 Sep (†DD, †S. Pink); almost as rare in Oregon, this species turned up at Nehalem, Tillamook 18 Oct (ph. A. Frank, WG), and a very late bird visited Florence, Lane 24 Nov (†Maitreya). A Washington tally of approximately 336 Stilt Sandpipers shattered counts from previous falls. The eastside maximum was a Regional-record 82 at Potholes Res. 3-4 Sep (DG, DSc), and the westside maximum was a westside record 24 at P.S.B. 11-14 Aug (SM, DD); also noteworthy were 51 gathered at Philleo L., Spokane 18 Aug (JA) and exceptionally late records of one at Soap L. 16 Oct (DSc, D. Paulson) and 4 at W.W.R.D. 20 Oct (M&MLD). Interestingly, only 13 were found
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This Juvenile Curlew Sandpiper was at Bottle Beach near Westport, Washington on 10 September 2005. Photograph by Bill Schmaker

in Oregon. E. Washington's 4th Buff-breasted Sandpiper graced Reardan 28 Aug (JA, ph. T. Munson); Buff-breasteds were present in near-normal numbers on the westside, with 8 noted 31 Aug-25 Sep. Ruffs were present in above-average numbers, with 6 detected, including a very late bird at O.S. 7-14 Nov (PtS, ph. RS). A goodly 17 Short-billed Dowitchers visited the eastside 13 Aug-5 Sep. Single Red Phalaropes at Philleo L. 17-18 Aug (MW GS), Sheep L., Whitman 17 Aug (GS), and Soap L. 10-12 Oct (MB) were the first for the eastside since 2000. Offshore counts of Red and Red-necked Phalaropes were unremarkable. A tally of 26,000 Wilson's Phalaropes at L. Abert, Lake 5 Aug reaffirmed the importance of se. Oregon's alkaline lakes as staging grounds for this species (T. Seager). Three Wilson's at Marysville, Snohomish 21 Oct were five weeks late and the latest ever in w. Washington (DD). The South Polar Skua total of 48 was below average. Pomarine Jaeger numbers were also poor, about 5 per trip. Public pelagic trips tallied a dismal 30 Long-tailed Jaegers, mostly off Oregon. The CSCAPE cruise, however, found high numbers of Long-taileds: 45 ads near the President Jackson Seamount, 340 km off Cape Blanco, Curry 13 Aug and an astounding 500 juv. and subad. birds 92-212 km off n. California and s. Oregon on the late dates of 19-21 Oct! Unprecedented were 3 Long-taileds in Bellingham Channel, Whatcom 11 Sep (ph. BT); this species is not annual in the P.T. On the eastside, jaegers appeared in better-than-average numbers Parasitics were at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 25 Sep (S. Dougill) and along the Columbia R. at White Bluffs 11 Sep (S. Downes). Far more interesting, however, was a Parasitic joining southbound raptors at Chelan Ridge Hawk- watch 11 Sep (M. Spencer). Among the 4 unidentified eastside jaegers was a very late individual at Sprague L. 4-7 Nov (†BF, ph. MW). Franklin's Gulls showed poorly away from their e. Oregon haunts, with only 8 in e. Washington, 2 in w. Washington, and 2 in w. Oregon. Little Gulls remained conspicuous by their absence after their heydays of the 1980s and 1990s. Utterly unprecedented for the eastside were 4200 Bonaparte's Gulls at Klamath Falls 22 Oct (KS) A Mew Gull at Soap L., Grant 16 Aug was record early for e. Washington (BT). A Washington-record 12,000 Ring- billed Gulls congregated near Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 17 Oct (M&MLD). Thayer's Gulls at Lyle, Klickitat 4-11 Oct (SJ) and Bank's L, Grant 16 Oct (DSc) were probably the earliest ever for e. Washington. Last fall's Lesser Black-backed Gull, Washington's 4th, returned to the Coulee Lakes, Grant 1-16 Oct (DSc). Offshore, Sabine's Gulls were among those species that showed poorly, with an average of 11 per trip. On the eastside, however, a goodly 15 Sabine's Gulls were detected 2 Sep-9 Oct; 5 more visited the W.V., 15 Sep-early Oct, but only 3 were in the P.T. Four Glaucous Gulls, a bit low for recent years, were noted 10 Nov+. A well-described Ivory Gull at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 23 Oct will be Washington's 2nd if accepted by the W.B.R.C. (†G. Kridler); most Lower 48 records have
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Eastern Washington’s fifth Buff-breasted Sandpiper visited Bearden, Lincoln County 28 August 2005. Remarkably, three of the prior records of the species were from this location. Photograph by Tom Munson.

been late Nov-mid-Mar. Eastside Common Tern numbers were down this year, with 119 reported 19 Aug-6 Oct. Arctic Tern numbers were above normal in early to mid-Aug, with about 30 per trip off Westport and 150 recorded by CSCAPE 110-147 km off Cape Lookout 16 Aug. Only single Forster's Terns were found on the Westside, near Union, Mason 18 Aug (R. Rogers) and Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 27 Aug (DR). A Long-billed Murrelet at Port Angeles 15 Nov would be about the 8th for Washington if accepted by the W.B.R.C. (†B. Bell). Now essentially annual, 2 scrippsi Xantus's Murrelets were off Westport 14 Aug (BLB). CSCAPE observers reported Synthliboramphus murrelets n. to Washington waters, including 6 possible Craveri's Murrelets 283-298 km off Cape Disappointment, Pacific 16 Aug; this species is unrecorded in the Region. Ancient Murrelet numbers were exceptionally low this fall. Local Cassin's Auklet numbers were very poor, averaging only 7 per pelagic trip until n. populations appeared in Oct. Tufted Puffin numbers remained abysmal, with only 13 reported all season. Band-tailed Pigeons are not known to breed on the eastside, but they have occurred with some regularity of late near Trout L., Klickitat. This fall, Band-taileds were found there on four occasions Aug-Sep, including 20 on 22 Aug (KG); much rare farther e., one visited Kennewick, Benton 20-24 Oct (S. Doss). A 2nd Eurasian Collared-Dove joined the bird at Washtucna, Adams 20 Aug (BF), and that number grew to 3 on 8 Sep (AR), with at least one remaining through 22 Nov (RH). Additionally, one was near Loomis, Okanogan 12 Sep (ph. D. Swedberg), and 6 inhabited Davenport, Lincoln (C. Janett, JA); Washington had only four records before this year. In Oregon, the Eurasian Collared-Dove invasion temporarily stalled, with one lingering through early Sep at Cape Blanco, Curry (TJW) and another at Baker City Baker 21 Nov (D. Shorey) the only ones detected. Thirty Snowy Owls, 14 Nov+, represented the best fall since 1996; interestingly, only 3 were on the eastside. The most southerly were singles near Bandon, Coos 19 Nov (S. Brown) and N.S.C.B. 29 Nov (TR). A Northern Hawk Owl, now almost annual in Washington, was near Hart's Pass, Okanogan 6 Sep (†J. Hoekstra); most records have been mid Oct-early Mar. Rare but annual on the westside, a Burrowing Owl was at Cape Blanco, Curry, 25 Sep-4 Oct (TJW), and another returned for at least the 5th consecutive year to Halsey, Linn 20 Oct (R. Campbell). Perhaps due to diminished observer effort, only one Boreal Owl was reported this fall, at Darland Mt., Yakima 15 Oct (DG).

GOATSUCKERS THROUGH FINCHES
This was the fall for migrant Common Poor-wills. Singles visited Kennewick, Benton 5 Sep (DR) and 3 Oct (R. Coler, S. & S. Klipper), but far more unexpected was one in nw. Oregon at Salem 13 Oct (D. Craig). A Washington-record 4000 Vaux's Swifts roosted in Monroe, Snohomish 12 Sep (P. Koyama). In Oregon, roosts in Portland and Eugene contained 10,000-12,000 Vaux's each, 1-18 Sep (DDW, A. Frank). A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Winston, Douglas 16 Sep provided an extremely rare fall westside record (K. Knowles). Anna's Hummingbird has slowly been filling in the gaps in its w. Washington range and has been appearing ever more often as a vagrant in e. Washington. This fall, an astounding 12 were found in e. Washington away from Klickitat, mostly 2 Oct+, with 8 in Yakima (DG), one in Kittitas (D. Harvill), one in Adams (BF), and one in Benton (NL, BW). It seems that colonization of Yakima is imminent. In Oregon, an Anna's at Ontario, Malheur in Oct was nearly 150 km e. of any prior state record (fide S. Peterson). Six Costa's Hummingbirds this fall was likely an Oregon record; 3 were in Deschutes and 3 were on the westside. If accepted by the W.B.R.C., a Broad-tailed Hummingbird found at Washtucna, Adams 20 Aug would furnish Washington's 5th record (†BF). Equally rare were w. Oregon Broad-taileds at Waldport, Lincoln 9 Aug (ph. K. & J. Ciotti) and Portland 15 Aug (J. Withgott). Three Lewis's Woodpeckers in w. Washington, 23 Sep-11 Oct, was the highest fall tally there since 1998. Acorn Woodpeckers at Vancouver, Clark 13-15 Sep (ph. R. Richardson) and Ridgefield 16 Sep (A. Stutte) furnished w. Washington's 2nd and 3rd records and first since 1978. 

               [image: ]
This Acorn Woodpecker at a Vancouver feeder 13-15 (here 13) September 2005 furnished western Washington’s first record of the species since September 1978. Photograph by Rebecca Richardson.

Nearly as unusual were e. Oregon Acorn Woodpeckers away from Klamath at Tumalo, Deschutes 2 Sep (D. McCartney) and Camp Sherman, Jefferson 14 Sep (S. Skunk). A phenomenal 75 Hairy Woodpeckers were found in a burn near Winthrop, Okanogan 11 Sep (S. Schlick, M. Fleming). A record 9 Least Flycatchers were detected in Washington this fall; this bounty included a lingering summering bird at Davenport, Lincoln through 4 Aug (G. Bletsch) and exceptionally rare westside migrants at S. Prairie, Pierce 28 Aug (CW) and Tacoma 19 Sep (†PtS, RS). A Dusky Flycatcher near Florence 24 Aug was very rare for the outer coast (B. & Z. Stotz). A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran Flycatcher at Washtucna, Adams 3 Oct was the latest ever for e. Washington (BF). Far more interesting was an apparent Cordilleran Flycatcher, the first on the westside away From the Siskiyou Mts., near Cape Blanco, Curry 10 Nov (vt. TJW); the tentative identification is based on spectral analysis of call notes from the videotape (A. McCallum). Washington's 6th Eastern Phoebe was found at Washtucna 3 Sep (RH, †BLB, †SM); most prior records were May-Jun. Black Phoebe continued its range expansion. Washington's 9th was at N. Cove, Pacific 10 Sep (†D Faulkner, †L. Semo). In Oregon, it is now essentially expected n. to Portland and the Columbia R. mouth. On the eastside, it is occurring with increasing regularity in the Klamath Basin: 2 were at Merrill 14 Sep, and another was in Klamath Falls 6 Nov (KS). Four Say's Phoebes in w. Washington this fall, 21 Aug+, added to 14 prior fall records, 8 of which have been since 2002. Oregon's 4, however, was sub-par for that state, the 2nd consecutive such year. Ten Tropical Kingbirds, 8 Oct+, were near average. Four coastal Oregon Western Kingbirds 4-11 Sep were about a month late for the westside. An Eastern Kingbird, very rare during fall on the westside and rare anytime in the W.V., visited Sherwood 12 Sep, yielding Washington's first record (DR). Loggerhead Shrikes visited Cape Blanco, Curry 5 Sep (TJW) and Brownsville, Linn 20 Oct (R. Campbell), an average fall For the westside. A Cassin's Vireo at Morse Cr. Bluffs, Clallam 6 Nov was about six weeks late (J. Mullaly). Blue-headed Vireos invaded, visiting Lyons Ferry, Franklin 4 Sep (†CW, †RTS), Washtucna 8 Sep (†AR), and Wilson W.M.A., Benton 11-24 Aug (†T. Snetsinger, J. Geier); Washington has two accepted records and Oregon about nine, with three total from the westside. Most preceding records have been 8 Sep-5 Oct. Another Hutton's Vireo was recorded in w. Klickitat, this one near Husum 28 Nov (KG); though there are very few records of Hutton's from e. Washington, the recent spate from w. Klickitat suggests that there may be a small resident population there. Washington's 4th Philadelphia Vireo 
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adorned Washtucna 20 Aug (†BF). Blue Jays repeated last fall's invasion, albeit on a much smaller scale. Nineteen were found in Washington and 3 in Oregon, mostly during Oct on the westside. The Region averages about 5 per year, with eastside records typically predominating. Western Scrub Jays resumed their range expansion. On the westside, a number were found in Clallam, Kitsap, Snohomish, and Skagit, just n. of that species' current westside range. On the eastside, one at Moses L. was well away from any prior records (V. Dawson), while 2 at W. Richland, Benton 25 Sep were a bit less unexpected (C. Soderquist, K. Edwards), and 3 at Ft. Simcoe 11 Oct were in Yakima, where becoming annual (P. Freeborn). A Black-billed Magpie, extremely rare in w. Washington, was at Woodland, Cowlitz 25 Nov (W. Hoffman). In w. Oregon, where slightly less rare, a magpie lingered in Portland into Oct (J. Gilligan), and 2 inhabited Salem late Aug into Oct (J. Thomas). A tally of 130 Horned Larks at Olympia 8 Oct tied the recent w. Washington record (J. Buchanan). Purple Martins continue to show signs of a Region-wide increase, with an Oregon record 200+ at Florence through much of Aug (B. & Z. Stotz). A swarm of 4000 Bank Swallows between Basin City and Connell 6 Sep was a Washington record (AR). Enormous numbers of Barn Swallows again staged near Dayton, Yamhill, with 100,000+ on 13 Sep (F. Schrock). Extremely rare in the lower Columbia Basin, a Black-capped Chickadee inhabited Washtucna, Adams 7 Sep (S. Downes). After last year's huge invasion, Mountain Chickadees seemed content to stay put, with one in Snohomish 17 Nov providing the only lowland report (R. Sandelin). Rare w. of the Cascade crest, a Rock Wren inhabited Cispus Pass, Lewis 11 Aug (KG). Most unusual were one juv. and 2 ad. Winter Wrens at Ephrata, Grant 17 Aug (TA); despite being far away from their usual eastside montane breeding areas, they likely bred locally. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers are showing signs of range expansion A rare W.V. record was provided by one at Wilson W.M.A., Benton 10 Aug (M. Dossett), and Washington's 8th graced Ocosta, Grays Harbor 20 Nov, fitting this species' pattern of late fall/winter vagrancy (†P. Flores, G. Oliver); on the eastside, records well n. of this species' Lake and Klamath breeding grounds accrued from Prineville, Crook 8-10 Aug (MM) and near Powell Butte, Crook 16 Aug (CG); Crook has had six or seven records since its first merely two years ago. A Mountain Bluebird, very rare during fall w. of the Cascades, was along the Elk R., Curry 19 Oct (L. Miller). Gray Catbirds, very rare anywhere on the westside, were near Florence 4 Sep (AC) and at N.S.C.B. 15 Sep (TR), providing the 2nd and 3rd outer-coast records. On the eastside, a catbird at Bend 26 Nov was about two months late (S. Smith). Oregon's sole Northern Mockingbird visited Cape Blanco, Curry 15 Sep (L. Miller); in Washington, 3 were found on the eastside and one on the west, representing an average fall. A gathering of 60,000 European Starlings at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 13 Oct was the largest ever reported for Washington (M&MLD). The Region's first Sprague's Pipit appeared near Cape Blanco, Curry 1 Oct (vt. TJW); there are no California records of Sprague's Pipit n. of the Farallon Is. Oregon's 3rd Blue-winged Warbler brightened Malheur 20 Sep (DF, CW). Single Tennessee Warblers at Sprague L., Lincoln 7 Sep (†TA) and Othello, Adams 18 Sep (BF) added to 17 previous Washington records, most of which were late Aug—early Sep. In Oregon, where annual, Tennessees visited Prineville, Crook 28 Aug (CG) and Malheur 20 Sep (AC). Apparent nominate Orange-crowned Warblers visited Potholes S.P., Grant 8 Sep (†DSc) and Wenatchee 9 Sep (†SM); though these dates seem early, one of Washington's few specimen records is from 3 Sep (Birds of Washington State, Jewett et al. 1953). A Nashville Warbler, not annual as a fall migrant in w. Washington, visited Seattle 30 Sep (KA). More than a month tardy was a Nashville lingering in Eugene through 13 Nov (D. Clark) and one at N.S.C.B. 16-18 Nov (TR). Oregon's and the Region's 7th fall Virginia's Warbler visited Fields 20 Sep (TR). Nearly annual during recent autumns, a Chestnut-sided Warbler was detected at Astoria 17 Sep (MP). Washington's 12th Magnolia Warbler graced Ocosta, Grays Harbor 1 Sep (†TA); most have been early Sep—early Oct. Washington's 10th Black-throated Blue Warbler inhabited Wapato, Yakima 16-21 Oct (AS, ph. DG), while one at Malheur 28 Sep was in se. Oregon, where annual (DF). Four Black-throated Gray Warblers e. of Washington's Cascades, 8 Sep-1 Oct, was about twice the norm. Black-throated Grays on the west-side at Newcastle, King 14 Nov (H. Jennings) and Millacoma Marsh, Coos 22 Nov (TR) were five—six weeks late. Though nearly annual in w. Oregon, a Prairie Warbler at Malheur 19 Sep (ph. CW) was only e. Oregon's 3rd. Very rare on the eastside, a Palm Warbler was found at Hatfield L., Deschutes 17 Sep (K. Tran). Four more Palms were found in the W.V. and P.T., where rare, 24 Sep-7 Nov Blackpoll Warblers at Kahlotus, Franklin 2 Sep (†SM, †BLB, BF, RH), Kennewick, Benton 8 Sep (†NL, DR), and Vantage, Kittitas 29 Sep (†TA) added to 17 previous Washington records, most of which have been late Aug—early Sep; the 29 Sep bird was Washington's latest ever. Surprisingly, only one was found in Oregon, at Malheur 17 Sep (TR). A Black-and-white Warbler, barely annual in Washington, visited Vancouver 17 Sep (†S. Hagen); Oregon had 4, 7 Sep-14 Oct, a bit above average. An American Redstart at Auburn, King 27 Nov+ was a rare w. Washington migrant and record late for Washington by more than a month (CW, RTS) another at Seaside, Clatsop 15 Aug was in w Oregon, where not annual (MP). Washington's 2nd Prothonotary Warbler was discovered at Burbank, Walla Walla 20-21 Oct (M&MLD, ph. DG); the first record was in Sep 1970 in nearby Richland. An Ovenbird at Puget I., Wahkiakum 28 Nov+ was Washington's 20th but only 4th for fall (ph. KB) Northern Waterthrushes often elude detection during fall migration, but this season 4 were found, including very rare westside birds at Skagit W.M.A. 23 Sep-20 Oct (H. Armstrong) and Tenino, Thurston 8 Oct (P. Hicks) A MacGillivray's Warbler at Brookings, Curry 7 Nov (S. Chambers) and a Wilson's Warbler in Portland 24 Nov (K. Banta) were about a month tardy. The Yellow-breasted Chat at Kent, King lingered through 21 Aug (CW) while on the eastside very late migrants were at Othello (BF) and Rock L., Whitman (T. & D. Weber), both 17 Sep. Washington’s first Scarlet Tanager visited Washtucna 2 Oct (†M&MLD). Extremely rare in Washington away from its Blue Mts. breeding grounds, a Green-tailed Towhee was seen at Washtucna 20 Aug (†BF). Rare in w. Oregon, an unprecedented 4 American Tree Sparrows were detected during Oct, including record-early birds at Clatsop Spit 6 Oct (AC) and Gearhart, Clatsop 9 Oct (D. Bailey). It was a banner fall for Clay-colored Sparrows, with a total of 15 detected, including a Washington-record 8; the maximum was 4 at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 4 Sep (CW, RTS). The 7 eastside birds were all early Sep, and most westside birds were early Oct+. Two Brewer's Sparrows visited w. Oregon. One at F.R.R. 1-2 Sep was in the W.V., where regular (DI); another was on the outer coast, where not annual, at Lincoln City 25 Sep (PP). Fall migrant Vesper

Volume 60 (2006), Number 1  131

Sparrows had become less than annual in w. Washington, but this year there were 10, 26 Aug-5 Oct, plus a bird above treeline at Ptarmigan Ridge 9 Sep (J. Duemmel). Four w. Oregon Lark Sparrows, 31 Aug-3 Nov, were supranormal. Adding to approximately 23 prior Oregon records were single Lark Buntings at Baskett Slough, Polk 13 Aug (ph. B. Young) and Fort Rock, Lake 14 Aug (R. Cheek); antecedent records are largely from mid-May—late Sep. A Red Fox Sparrow at Spokane 5 Oct was about the 19th for Washington (†MW). An apparent altivagans Fox Sparrow was near Monroe, Snohomish 20 Nov (ph. SM, DD); this enigmatic race of Fox Sparrow is thought to winter s. of our Region. A Sooty Fox Sparrow visited Malheur 19 Sep (CW); though not mentioned as occurring in e. Oregon in Birds of Oregon (Marshall et al. 1998), Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list two records from Apr, and two additional specimens reside at University of Puget Sound, both collected during Apr in Deschutes (SM). Swamp Sparrows showed well again, with 11 in Washington 28 Sep+, including one on the eastside. The fall's Harris's Sparrow tally was a miserable 3 but included an early bird at Olympia 27 Sep-19 Oct (KB). A remarkable 3 Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrids were detected, with singles near Conway, Skagit 15 Oct (BT, SM), Seattle 15 Nov (ph. KA), and near Monroe, Snohomish 20 Nov (ph. SM, DD). A Slate-colored Junco at Lyons Ferry 10 Sep was record early for Washington (BF, DSc, RH, SM). Three Lapland Longspurs at Midway Beach, Pacific 26 Aug were among the earliest ever for the Region (M. Ahlness). Prior to 2000, Oregon had only about nine records of Chestnut-collared Longspur. Subsequently, more than 20 have been reported. This year "only" 2 were found, at Clatsop Spit 3-5 Oct (S. Warner, MP). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Washtucna 3 Sep was only Washington's 6th for fall (BSW, †SM, †BLB). Two in Oregon were about average, with one at Seaside, Clatsop 25 Aug (MP) and a late bird at Newport 3 Nov (R. Filby). A Black-headed Grosbeak at Baker City, Baker 27 Nov was two months tardy (H. Haid). Oregon's 4th Blue Grosbeak graced Brookings; Curry 20-26 Sep (B. Stewart, ph. D. Munson). A Bobolink at Kent, King 23 Oct was about the 24th for w. Washington, and excepting a winter record, the latest ever (CW); another at N.S.C.B. 23-25 Sep was on the Oregon coast, where nearly annual (R. Namitz, TR). Still very local in Washington, a Tricolored Blackbird returned to Othello by 1 Sep (SM), and 2 were there 22 Oct (RH). In w. Washington, Tricoloreds again inhabited Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark, with one there 29 Oct (CW, RTS, SM) and 2 there 26 Nov (SM, D. Paulson), Tricoloreds are also somewhat local in Oregon, and one at F.R.R. 13 Aug was just Lane's 4th (Paul Sullivan). Representing an average fall, 3 Rusty Blackbirds were in Washington 7 Oct-13 Nov. A Hooded Oriole at North Bend, Coos 27 Oct was the first during fall since 1994 (B. Griffin). A Bullock's Oriole, rare for the outer coast and about two months late, was at Astoria 27 Nov (M. Yowell, MP) A flock of 250 Black Rosy-Finches on Steens Mt. 27 Sep likely set an Oregon record (TR). A Cassin's Finch, rare on the westside, graced Goat Ridge, Lewis 10 Aug (KG), and 2 were along the Cispus R., Lewis 12 Aug (KG) Lesser Goldfinches continued to show signs of range expansion in Washington, with one at Walla Walla 9-16 Nov providing a first county record (M&MLD).

Addenda: Two Least Terns at O.S. 22 May 2005 furnished Washington's 3rd record (ph, †M. Hopey). A worn male Northern Cardinal near Gig Harbor, Pierce 23 Jul+ casts serious doubts as to the provenance of the female found nearby this spring (B. Morse, KB).
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The Winter Season, 2005-2006

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons and Bill Tweit
During December, most of the Region was 2-4° F below normal, except coastal regions, which were slightly warmer than average. The first few weeks were very dry (though in many places, very foggy), and then the rain began. From mid-December through January, the Region was drenched, Seattle having its third wettest January ever, while precipitation in Oregon was 86% above normal. February was a touch drier than typical and had near-normal temperatures, allowing birders to return to the field. The season's main event went almost unnoticed. From Sora to Pacific Golden-Plover to Williamson's Sapsucker to Western Tanager, species considered mega-rarities during the winter season a decade ago are now almost greeted with yawns. The absence of northern species from this list, along with these overwintering birds, implies a real and climate-related phenomenon.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane), N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.T. (Puget Trough), W.V. (Willamette Valley), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
Emperor Geese "invaded" for the first time since 2001-2002, with 8 detected, all in w. Oregon, including 3 at Astoria 22 Feb (MP) and 2 at Eugene 12 Feb (C. Haskell). Prior to 1995, there were but two westside Blue Goose records, yet this year one was found again among the hordes of Snow Geese on Fir I., Skagit 12-25 Feb (CCx, SM, JB); these Snow Geese breed on Siberia's Wrangel I., and over the past decade, small numbers of Blue Geese have occurred annually at both Wrangel I. (K. Litvin) and that population's wintering areas in Skagit/Snohomish. As many as 10 peculiar geese, all of similar lineage, have appeared during late winter/early spring over the past few years in e. Washington's Columbia Basin (see N.A.B. 58: 423 and 59: 317). Careful study has revealed that these are hybrids, or backcrosses, between Snow (or Blue) and Canada Geese. This winter's birds appeared more like Blue Goose x Canada Goose hybrids than Snow x Canada: one near Moses L, Grant 16 Feb (ph. MB) and 2 at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 25 Feb (ph. SM, BF, M&MLD). Ross's Geese showed poorly away from their normal se. Oregon haunts, with only 4 singles found, all on the westside; the Region has averaged 10 per winter over the past five years. Three interior westside Black Brant represented an average winter: Eugene, through the winter (S. Maulding), Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 13 Jan (P&RS), and near Corvallis 31 Jan (M. Monroe). For the 2nd consecutive year, an apparent intergrade Brant, thought to be Black Brant x Dark-bellied Brant (nigricans x bernicla), appeared in the Puget Trough, this one at Useless Bay, Island 31 Dec (ph. SM); in 1997, five mixed colonies of bernicla and nigricans were found in Siberia, and nigricans banded in Siberia have appeared in North America (Kear 2005, Ducks, Geese, and Swans; N.A.B. 59: 133). Two Greater White-fronted x Canada/Cackling Geese hybrids stopped near Moses L. 16 Feb (MB), while a Greater White-fronted Goose x Cackling Goose visited McNary N.W.R. 25 Feb (SM BF); there is only one prior Regional record of this cross. Two Dusky Canada Geese (subspecies occidentalis) at Nisqually 15 jan-7 Feb were in the P.T., where very rare during winter (T. Leukering, CCx, SM). Five minima Cackling Geese, rare in e. Washington, were at McNary N.W.R. 25 Feb (BF, SM, M&MLD), and 8 visited Moses L. 26 Feb (SM, DSc), these birds were likely migrants, and one wonders where they spent the winter. Trumpeter Swans continue to thrive, with 1500 near Clear L., Skagit 12 Feb (B. Boyd) and an Oregon-record 62 at Airle, Polk 9 Jan (JG). It was a banner year for Bewick's Swans, with an ad. and an imm. near Mt. Vernon, Skagit 2 Jan (DD, ph. SM), a different ad. near Bow, Skagit 7 Jan (†SM, M. Axelson), an ad. on Fir I., 25 Feb (JB, †CCx), and an ad. near Centralia, Lewis 26 Feb (vt. BT); 4 or 5 birds were involved, adding to only three previous Washington records, the first of which was in 2002. This change appears real, not just a reflection of increased observer effort. A gathering of 300 Wood Ducks at Springfield, Lane 8 Feb was exceptional (LM). The male Falcated Duck

SA - In these pages, we’ve detailed the northward range expansion of many species, but one has escaped mention: Cackling Goose. Cackling Geese were rare winterers in our Region until the mid-1970s, when thousands (apparently mostly B. h. taverneri) suddenly appeared in the W.V. (B. Jarvis). In the late 1980’s, these were Joined by approximately 20,000 B. h. minima (almost the entire population at that time), which had abruptly shifted their wintering ground from California to the W.V. and lower Columbia R., possibly due to drought in California (B. Jarvis). By the late 1990s this population had exploded to approximately 60,000 (Birds of Oregon, Marshall et al, 2003). In 1990, several hundred Cackling Geese started wintering about 160 km farther n. at Nisqually, with the flock increasing to about 1500 by the year 2000 (P&RS); this winter, the flock was approximately 60% minima and 40% taverneri (SM). About 800 Cacklings, with a similar mix, appeared 80 km. farther n. in Kent, King this winter as well (SM, JB, CW), and a flock of 30 taverneri plus one minima was near the Canadian border at Ferndale, Whatcom 19 Feb (SM, JB, CCx). It seems likely that within a decade Cackling Geese will be wintering throughout the P.T.
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returned to the Eugene area for the 3rd straight winter, spending most of Dec in Coburg (P. Patricelli) and then reappearing in nw. Eugene 5 Feb (R. Robb). Klamath has traditionally attracted numbers of Eurasian Wigeon unheard of elsewhere on the eastside. Ten were found there 25-26 Feb (DI); elsewhere on the eastside, the season's total of 17 was above normal. A swarm of 250,000 Mallards, estimated to be approximately one percent of the North American population (Wetlands International, 2002. Waterbird Population Estimates) was on Samish Bay, Skagit 2 Jan (SM, DD). A Blue-winged Teal, not annual during winter, visited Tillamook 21 Dec (KT). Oregon's 2nd Baikal Teal was shot by a hunter on Sauvie 1. 17 Dec. (fide J. Riutta); ironically, the first met a similar fate near Corvallis in 1974. Only 5 Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal and 2 Common x Green-winged Teal intergrades were detected, well below recent norms. Canvasback numbers were supra-normal in w. Oregon, as demonstrated by a flock of 250+ at Jackson Bottoms, Washington 6 Jan, which about doubled the previous W.V. record (S. Pinnock). A huge flock of Aythya ducks in Priest Rapids Pool, Grant/Kittitas contained 4820 Redheads and 1000 Ring-necked Ducks 12 Jan (RH). Two Tufted Ducks this winter was about par: one in Kent, King 8-22 Jan (JB, SM) and one at Meares L., Tillamook 11 Feb+ (B. McDermott). Continuing recent trends, enormous numbers of Greater Scaup were found along the Columbia R. A gathering of 10,000 scaup at Priest Rapids Pool 12 Jan (RH) likely contained about 9000 Greaters, while 4800 Greaters were identified across from Government Camp, Hood River 5 Jan (SJ). Approximately 5% of North America's Greater Scaup and 2% of the continent's Redheads appear to winter along the Region's stretch of the Columbia R. A King Eider enlivened Waldport, Lincoln 5-17 Dec (S. Lockyear, AC); Oregon has but eight accepted records, the last from 1999. An astonishing 80,000+ Surf and 35,000+ White-winged Scoters passed Boiler Bay, Lincoln 30 Dec (PP, D. Tracy). On the eastside, where not annual during winter, a White-winged Scoter inhabited Potholes Res., Grant 5-11 Dec (DSc), and 2 were near Vantage, Kittitas 10 Feb (P&RS). A tally or 1335 Common Goldeneye in Priest Rapids Pool 12 Jan was exceptional (RH). Five eastside Long-tailed Ducks represented the worst winter showing since 1999. Though Banks L., Grant attracts more Red-breasted Mergansers than elsewhere on the eastside, 76 there 19 Dec was unprecedented (RH). A late pulse of 2500 Red-throated Loons passed Lincoln City 2 Dec (PP). Rare during winter on the eastside after mid-Dec, a Pacific Loon stopped at Kennewick, Benton 2 Jan (R. Johnson). Only 5 westside Yellow-billed Loons were found, but one at Washburn I., Okanogan 5-21 Feb yielded a very rare east-side record (†R. Hendrick, M. Spencer). Seventeen westside Clark's Grebes furnished a fine seasonal total and included a maximum of 3 at Tacoma 17 Dec (CW); one at Richland, Benton 1 Jan made an extremely rare eastside winter record (BL, NL). A Northern Fulmar, extremely rare in the PT., was near Anacortes, Skagit 5 Feb (DP). A windstorm 28 Dec drove several dark shearwaters into the PT., where very rare, including 3 Short-taileds at Seattle (ST), 3 Short-tailed/Sooty at Richmond Beach, King (DD), and 2 at Edmonds, Snohomish 28 Dec (DD). Winter Brown Pelicans have become almost annual in Oregon, but not in Washington, so one at Long Beach, Pacific 6 Jan was quite unexpected (C. Flick, S. Fletcher); in Oregon, 3 were in Lincoln and Clatsop during early Jan. Pelagic Cormorants up the Columbia R. at Woodland, Cowlitz 14 Jan (P&RS) and near the mouth of the Sandy R., Multnomah/Clark 12 Jan-6 Feb (S. Shunk, WC) were unprecedented so far inland.
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Prior to 1993, there were but three Oregon—Washington winter records of Western Tanager, Subsequently, Western Tanagers have become nearly annual in winter. This year's contribution was this male at Eugene, Oregon on 17 January 2006. Photograph by Barbara Combs.

Extremely rare on the eastside during winter, an American Bittern enlivened Columbia N.W.R., Grant 5 Dec and 19 Jan (RH). Great Egrets again appeared on the eastside this winter, with singles at Pasco, Franklin 17 Dec (DR), Kennewick, Benton 20 Jan (DR), and Casey Pond, Walla Walla 12 Feb (M&MLD). Two Cattle Egrets were at Port Orford, Curry 23 Dec (fide TR); this species is nearly annual during winter, typically as holdovers from fall, so these 2 were quite surprising inasmuch as the fall's only Cattle Egret was 180 km offshore! A tally of 90 Black-crowned Night-Herons at Moses L., Grant 4 Dec was utterly unprecedented for winter in Washington (DSc). Turkey Vultures are very rare in Washington before mid-Feb, but this year nw. Washington had one during Dec and 7 in Jan, and 2 were near Yakima 8 Jan (fide D. MacRae), providing only the 3rd Dec/Jan record for e. Washington. Wintering Turkey Vulture numbers in Oregon continue to increase as evidenced by 16 wintering near Eugene (DH). Osprey, very rare during winter on the eastside, was at Redmond, Deschutes 21 Dec (S. Dougill) and Bend 21 Dec (S. Dougill). A tally of 68 Bald Eagles near Fort Rock, Lake 5 Jan was a goodly count for anywhere on the eastside, especially this area devoid of large lakes (CM, MM). Washington's only Red-shouldered Hawk remained near Rochester, Thurston 31 Dec-18 Feb (ph. GG, P Hicks), while one near Klamath Falls 25 Dec— 23 Jan was in se. Oregon, where now nearly annual during winter (D. Haupt, F. Lospalluto). Huge numbers of raptors wintered in Umatilla and Walla Walla, including 210 Red-tailed Hawks near Umapine, Umatilla 19 Jan (M&MLD) and 108 along Frog Hollow Rd., Walla Walla 21 Jan (M&MLD). Swainson's Hawks overwintering near Alvadore, Lane (F Chancey, ph. DH) and at Ankeny N.W.R. 9 Feb (ph. KT) provided the 2nd and 3rd Oregon winter records for a species once considered absent from North America in winter. Ferruginous Hawks were unusually numerous and widespread this winter. Sixteen were near Fort Rock, Lake 5 Jan (CM, MM), while an amazing 4 were found on the westside, where very rare: Airlie, Polk 8 Jan+ (JG), near Perrydale, Polk 16 Jan (J. Gatchet, M. Ratzlaff), near Monmouth, Polk 9 Feb (J. Harding, B. Thackaberry), and New R. bottoms, Curry 26 Feb+ (D. Pitkin). In ne. Oregon and se. Washington, migrant Ferruginous were numerous by mid-Feb, about two weeks early, with the first occurring in Walla Walla 2 Jan (M&MLD, C. Johnson) and near Benton City 5 Feb (BW). A tally of 53 American Kestrels near Umapine 19 Jan was exceptional (M&MLD). A Prairie Merlin (subspecies richardsoni), very rare in the Region, visited Soap L., Grant 25 Feb (†DSc). Only 6 Gyrfalcons were found in Washington, about half the norm, while 3 in Oregon was near average; the most southerly was at Cape Blanco, Curry 26 Dec (TJW). Three Prairie Falcons in w. Washington was a tad above average, while they were again present in above-average numbers in the W.V. A species that has recently attained "annual-during-winter" status in Washington is Sora, with singles near Wiser L., Whatcom 18 Dec (D. McNeely) and at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor 2 Jan (P&RS). The oft-ignored American Coot collected in staggering numbers at Priest Rapids Pool, where they feasted on Eurasian Milfoil (Myriophyllium spicatum), with 23,300 tallied 12 Jan (RH). A Sandhill Crane was near Fall City, King 8 Dec-1 Jan (EH, A. Bauer), 2
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flew past Seattle 17 Dec (J. Bragg), and one was near Bellingham in late Dec (fide T.R. Wahl); Sandhills are very rare in n. Washington during winter.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Washington's 7th winter Pacific Golden-Plover inhabited the Samish Flats, Skagit 24 Dec-12 Feb (MB); now annual during winter in Oregon, one graced Halsey, Linn 26 Dec (M. Nikas, R. Armstrong). Ever-increasing numbers of Snowy Plovers are wintering at Midway Beach, Pacific, with a Washington-record 60 there 26 Feb (MB). Another species that has recently attained "annual-duringwinter" status in Washington is Lesser Yellowlegs; one was at Crockett L., Island 6 Feb (DP). In Oregon, where more established as a winter visitor. Lesser Yellowlegs adorned Turner, Marion 11 Dec (R. Gerig) and F.R.R. 23 Feb (S. McDonald). Two Marbled Godwits graced Port Washington, Clallam 19 Dec (S. Atkinson), and one was near LaConner, Skagit 8 Jan (fide G. Bletsch); this species is rare during winter away from the outer coast. Now nearly regular during winter on the eastside, up to 6 Least Sandpipers inhabited Moses L., Grant through 14 Jan (DSc), and one visited Benington L., Walla Walla 4 Jan (M&MLD). The Region's first winter Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was found on Fir I., Skagit 5 Dec (C. Wise, L Kittleson). Good numbers of Dunlins were again noted in the Columbia Basin, with 82 at W.W.R.D. 25 Feb (BF, SM) and 40 at Moses L. 5 Dec (DSc). The Region's first winter Curlew Sandpiper visited Charleston, Coos 18-22 Dec (AC, ph. DH): There were several winter wrecks of Red Phalaropes, resulting in large numbers on the coast, such as 641 on the Grays Harbor C.B.C. (fide B. Morse), 1000 at Coos Bay 24 Dec (TR), and 2841 on the Port Orford C.B.C. 23 Dec (fide J. Rogers). Interestingly, many of these fell prey to Snowy Owls. Top inland tallies were 21 at Forest Grove, Washington 27 Dec (M. A. Sohlstrom) and 23 at F.R.R. during late Dec (S. Maulding). Most notable, however, was the eastside's first winter Red Phalarope near Umapine, Umatilla 23 Dec (ph. C. Freese). Six Mew Gulls near Wallula, Walla Walla 25 Feb was a record for the far eastside (SM, M&MLD, BF), while 18 at Hood River 2 Dec matched last year's record high count established at the same location (SJ). Washington's 5th Lesser Black-backed Gull visited Wallula 25 Feb (ph. BF, ph. SM); all but one of Washington's records are from the eastside. Washington's 9th Slaty-backed Gull was at Renton, King 8-18 Feb (†-CCx, ph. JB). A goodly 33 Glaucous Gulls were detected, with a maximum of 6 at Wallula 30 Jan (M&MLD). An apparent Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull hybrid visited Tacoma 18 Feb (JB, CCx, SM). A winter storm blew a Black-legged Kittiwake into farmland near Brady, Grays Harbor 5 Feb (T. O'Brien). A Cassin's Auklet, very rare in the P.T., was near Restoration Pt., Kitsap 31 Dec (†W. Palsson). Two dead Parakeet Auklets washed up along the beach near Newport 6 Feb (Bob Loeffel); this species is not quite annual in Oregon, and most records are of dying or dead birds found after Dec. Eurasian Collared-Doves exploded across e. Washington, while inexplicably disappearing from Oregon: 11 were near Moses L., Grant 17 Dec-8 Jan (ph. RH), up to 3 were in Mansfield, Douglas 7 Jan-12 Feb (vt. BT, BLB, K. Brown), 2 remained through the winter at Washtucna, Adams (BF), one was in Davenport, Lincoln 29 Jan (GS), and one was in Sprague, Lincoln 2 Feb (T. Munson); 35 collared-doves have now been recorded in Washington, only 4 of which were seen prior to Jan 2005. A White-winged Dove near Burns, Harney 2-6 Dec was just the 2nd for e. Oregon and the 2nd for winter in the state (ph. R. Muser); most records have been from fall along the coast. 
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These Bewick's Swans (an adult and an Immature) near Mount Vernon, Skagit County, Washington 2 January 2006 were two of as many as five different Bewick's Swans detected in Oregon and Washington this winter. Heavily birded Skagit County has had five or six Bewick's Swans during the past three winters but no previous reports, suggesting that the recent surge in records is more than the result of increased observer effort. Note the relatively short, thick neck of the adult, a mark that could be useful for separating Bewick's from Whistling Swans. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow

Snowy Owls staged their first major invasion since 1996, with 74 in Washington and 14 in Oregon; maxima included 10 at O.S. 10 Dec (P&RS), 8 on the Waterville Plateau, Douglas 25 Feb (DSc), and 8 at Skagit W.M.A. 20 Feb (TA). The southernmost was in Klamath 8 Feb (MM). Thirteen Burrowing Owls in e. Washington was well above normal, while in w. Oregon, only one was found: Perrydale, Polk 15 Dec (G. Lindeman) A Barred Owl, very rare in the Columbia Basin, resided in Kennewick, Benton 31 Dec-16 Feb (DR).Anna's Hummingbirds continued to spread across the Region. At O.S., the C.B.C. formerly yielded one or 2 per count, but last year there were 11 and this year 24 (B. Morse). In e. Washington, where rare away from Klickitat, singles were Clarkston, Asotin 29 Dec+ (C. Vande Voorde) and Ellensburg, Kittitas through late Jan (C. Caviezel). Now annual during winter in Deschutes, 4 Anna's wintered in Bend (CM, D. Tracy); they had not been recorded there prior to 1995 (MM) Costa's Hummingbirds seem to have become annual winter visitors to Oregon; this winter one inhabited Florence, Lane 16 Dec-4 Jan (fide D. Pettey), while another first found in Nov remained at North Bend, Coos until 27 Jan (B. Griffin). A very rare mid-winter Selasphorus was at L. Forest Park, King 12 Dec (EH). Rufous again returned early, with sin-
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gles at Geumes I., Skagit 25 Jan, Maury I., King 5 Feb, and Lady I., Clark 6 Feb (WC); the "traditional" arrival time has been early Mar. Similarly, an Allen's Hummingbird in Bandon, Coos 24 Jan was about three weeks early (DL, KC). Formerly accidental during winter in Washington, Williamson's Sapsuckers were detected for the 5th consecutive winter, with singles at Conboy L., Klickitat (K. Glueckert) and Walla Walla 18-19 Dec (M&MLD). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, now virtually annual during winter in Oregon, visited Sublimity, Marion 17 Jan (J. Liesch). Red-naped Sapsuckers inhabited Seattle 17-30 Dec (A. Slettebak) and Finley N.W.R. 3-6 Feb (C. Jimenez, N. Strycker); this species is rare w. of the Cascades at anytime and anywhere in the Region during winter. Similarly rare e. of the Cascades, Red-breasted Sapsuckers visited Holliday S.P., Grant, OR 14 Dec (C. O'Leary, M. O'Leary) and Grand Coulee, Grant, WA 21 Feb (S. Chaffee).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
Black Phoebes again wintered in the W.V. n. to Polk and on the coast to Tillamook (M. Simper). The Kent Say's Phoebe returned for its 2nd winter, noted 26 Dec+, and another was on Puget I., Wahkiakum 1 Jan (R. Koppendrayer); Say's remain extremely rare during winter in w. Washington. In w. Oregon, where more numerous, a near-average 6 were detected. Another Say's at Potholes S.P., Grant 5 Dec provided a rare e. Washington Dec/Jan record (DSc). Loggerhead Shrikes were unusually prevalent this winter, with 4 in e. Washington (RH), 3 in w. Oregon, and 5 in ne. Oregon's Gilliam 7-8 Jan (Paul Sullivan, C. Karlen). A Hutton's Vireo near Husum, Klickitat 24 Feb continued a string of sightings from w. Klickitat, implying that this species may indeed be resident here (KG); prior to five years ago, this species was considered accidental in e. Washington. Fifteen Blue Jays―6 in e. Washington, 2 in w. Washington, 4 in e. Oregon, and 3 in w. Oregon—was more than normal, but far short of last year's massive incursion. Extralimital Western Scrub-Jays implied continued range expansion, with one e. to LaGrande, Union 26-30 Dec (M. Penninger, T. Bray) and one n. to Cle Elum, Kittitas 15 Dec (M. Hobbs). Far more Tree Swallows than normal lingered through Dec (28 in Oregon and 10 in Washington), with a few lasting into early Jan before the vanguard of northbound birds appeared a little early, in late Jan; 6 at Lower Klamath N.W.R. 11 Dec provided an extremely rare eastside winter record (J. Meredith). Violet-green Swallow sightings, very rare during Dec/Jan, included one at Nisqually, Thurston 4 Jan (P&RS) and 5 at Eugene 8 Jan (J. Sullivan). For the 5th consecutive winter, northbound Barn Swallows arrived in Jan. The magnitude of this year's incursion, however, was not as great. Per usual, a few Barn Swallows lingered into Dec, with 4 in Washington and Oregon each. Only one was found 1-18 Jan, but in late Jan, 73 were detected, including 47 near S. Bend, Pacific 30 Jan (CW). Fifty-one were reported in Feb, but as birders have become accustomed to seeing this species during winter, some undoubtedly went unmentioned. Still rather noteworthy on the eastside, sightings from there included one at White Salmon, Klickitat 7 Jan (P. Moyer), one along Stonecipher Rd., Walla Walla 5 Feb (M&MLD), one at Potholes S.P., Grant 12 Feb (DSc), 2 at Washburn I., Okanogan 12 Feb (D. Stephens), and 3 at Wampum Dam 20 Feb (S. Downes). A tally of 80 Horned Larks near Snohomish 17 Feb was exceptional for w. Washington (CCx). The isolated plumbeus Bushtit population persisted at Potholes Res., Grant, with 20+ there 8 Jan (DSc). Bewick's Wrens at Bend 16 Dec (K. Boddie) and n. of Sisters, Jefferson 6 Feb (C. Gates) were rare for these cen. Oregon locales. For the 5th consecutive winter, Western Bluebirds were found in w. Washington, with 22 at four locations; numbers were also elevated in w. Oregon (fide HN). Four Mountain Bluebirds near Alderdale, Klickitat 28 Dec-27 Jan furnished a very rare winter Washington record (KG). American Robins were even more abundant than usual during mid-to late Feb, with the westside 

SA - Starting in late Dec. there was an unprecedented surge in Townsend’s Warbler reports from w. Oregon and sw. Washington. On 1 Jan, the Eugene C.B.C. broke its all-time record for Townsend'' Warblers by 48 individuals (141 total), tripling its 25-year average of Townsends Warbler/observer-hour. This prompted Irons to query Oregon observers via Oregon Birders Online (OBOL) to better quantify the incursion. About 300 Townsend’s Warblers were reported during a three-week period in Jan. Several involved groups of 8-12 birds attending suet feeders. On 8 Jan, Irons found 59 Townsend’s during a short walk around his s. Eugene neighborhood, including one pure flock of approximately 30 birds. While the epicenter of this event did, indeed, seem to be Lane, it was not limited to that county, and in addition to the Oregon reports, 22 Townsend's visited a Vancouver, Clark yard for several days in Jan (K. Kohlschmidt). Careful scrutiny of these flocks produced a Townsend's Warbler x Hermit Warbler hybrid at Oregon City, Clackamas 3 Jan (†A. Ahlgrim), plus apparently pure Hermit Warblers at Astoria 18 Dec (MP), Eugene 4 Jan (M. Rudolph), and Corvallis 10 Feb+ (R, Armstrong). Oddly, there appeared to be a relative dearth of Townsend’s Warblers in Washington's P.T.

maximum of 20,000 between Coburg, Lane and Peoria, Linn 19 Feb coinciding with a passing cold front (DI). Northern Mockingbirds showed poorly for the 4th consecutive winter, with only 3 detected, including one wintering at Eugene (AC), one at N.S.C.B. 10 Dec (TR, DL, KC), and one at Touchet, Walla Walla 27 Jan (M&MLD). Fifty American Pipits in Walla Walla 25 Feb provided an exceptional eastside winter tally (M&MLD). Rarely identified in the Region, but perhaps of regular occurrence, an Orange-crowned Warbler apparently of the nominate subspecies visited Klamath Falls 9 Dec (ph. M. Iliff). For the 9th winter of the last 10, Nashville Warblers were detected, with singles at Coos Bay 4 Dec (TR) and Tillamook 17 Dec (J. Gilligan). Still extremely rare during winter, a Yellow Warbler enlivened McMinnville, Yamhill 11 Dec (F Schrock). A congregation of 350+ Yellow-rumped Warblers in a small apple orchard near Royal City, Grant 26 Feb set an e. Washington winter record (SM, DSc). The Region's 2nd winter Black-throated Green Warbler adorned Klamath Falls 9-22 Dec (ph. M. Iliff).
A tally of 15 Palm Warblers on the Curry coast 23 Dec was exceptional (J. Rogers). Washington's first winter American Redstart lingered in Auburn through 2 Dec (MB). The Puget I., Wahkiakum Ovenbird remained until 1 Feb, providing Washington's first winter record (G. Exum). Common Yellowthroats, formerly very rare after Dec in Washington, are now nearly annual. This year, one visited Kent, King 1 Jan (CW). Formerly a "megararity" in winter, Wilson's Warblers have become annual. This year, singles visited Seattle 8 Dec (M. Vernon), Brownsmead, Clatsop 29 Dec (MP), and Eugene 13 Jan (G. Morsello). For the 8th consecutive winter, a Western Tanager graced the Region, this one at Eugene 17 Jan (ph. B. Combs). A Spotted Towhee of subspecies oregonus at Umatilla 25 Feb was apparently a first for e. Oregon (SM, BF); in Washington, this subspecies occurs regularly to cen. Klickitat (Jewett et al. 1953, Birds of Washington State), and it would be surprising if oregonus did not occur e. to Sherman in Oregon. An American Tree Sparrow, rare in w. Oregon, remained in White City, Jackson 11 Dec+ (J. Livaudais). Five Clay-colored Sparrows, all from the westside, was about twice the recent norm. Rare in w. Oregon during winter, a Chipping Sparrow was in Springfield, Lane 30 Jan+ (R. Robb). Thirteen Savannah Sparrows at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 12 Feb was
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exceptional for the eastside during winter (M&MLD). A Grasshopper Sparrow at Coos Bay 18 Dec furnished the Region's 6th winter record (T. Shelmerdine). A Sooty Fox Sparrow at Umatilla 10 Dec added further evidence that this subspecies group may be of regular occurrence in e. Oregon (ph. D. Herr). A tally of 112 Sooty Fox Sparrows near Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 3 Jan was exceptional For Washington (P&RS). It was a slow winter for Swamp Sparrows and an abysmal one for Harris's Sparrows. There were but 9 Swamps in Washington and Oregon each, including 3 on Bainbridge I., Kitsap 3 Dec (B. Waggoner, D. Watkins) and 7 throughout the season at Millacoma Marsh, Coos (TR). The Region had only 5 Harris's Sparrows, about 20% of normal. A flock of 14 Golden-crowned Sparrows at Umatilla 25 Feb was exceptional for the far eastside (BF, SM). A pugetensis White-crowned Sparrow at Umatilla 25 Feb (SM, BF) was apparently the first recorded in e. Oregon, despite being a regular visitor to Washington's Columbia Basin and fairly common e. to cen. Klickitat. Oregon's first winter Chestnut-collared Longspurs were 2 in Benton 12 Feb (R. Moore). A flock of 800 Snow Buntings near Joseph, Wallowa 16 Jan likely set an Oregon record (J. Carlson, Paul Sullivan). Washington maxima for Tricolored Blackbirds included 12 near Corfu, Grant 24 Feb (BF) and 10 at Othello, Adams 12 Feb (BF); 3 were found again Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 14 Jan, the only known location for Tricoloreds in w. Washington (SM, B. Deuel). Eastern Washington's 2nd winter Bullock's Oriole adorned Moses L., Grant 17 Dec (†L. Cooke), while the 8th for w. Washington visited Florence, Snohomish 21 Jan (M. Dufort); despite being nearly annual in Oregon, Washington had not had a winter Bullock's since 1998. Crook's first Purple Finch was located on the Prineville C.B.C. 31 Dec (fide CG) and was followed by 5 in Prineville 18 Jan (CM, MM). The season's sole report of White-winged Crossbill was of 2 on Mt. Spokane 25 Jan (GS, CC, JC). A flock of 50 Common Red-polls at Enterprise, Wallowa 16 Dec. (M. Marsh) and 6 in Portland 26 Feb (P. Johnson) were unusual for a non-invasion year. Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins were nearly absent from the Region. The Lesser Goldfinch at Walla Walla remained through 19 Dec (M&MLD), while one in Bellingham, Whatcom 27 Feb+ (MB) furnished only the 4th record for the heavily birded P.T. A gathering of 80 Evening Grosbeaks near Stanwood, Snohomish 22 Dec provided w. Washington's highest winter count in 10+ years (SM, DD).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Tom Aversa (Washington), Jessie Barry Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Cameron Cox (CCx), Mike and Merry Lynn Denny (M&MLD), Dennis Duffy, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Polk, Marion), Greg Gillson, Kevin Glueckert, Dan Heyerly, Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise David Lauren, Larry McQueen, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig and Marilyn Miller (Deschutes, Jefferson, Lake), Harry Nehls (Oregon), Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Dennis Paulson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Doug Schonewald (DSc), Gina Sheridan, Patrick and Sullivan (P&RS), Sam Terry, Khanh Tran, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Terry J. Wahl, Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.

Spring Migration, 2006

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons and Bill Tweit
This spring produced a potpourri of interesting events, with something for everyone. Range expansions and irruptions dominated, but there was also a reasonable assortment of rarities, strange hybrids, record shorebird numbers, numerous lingering waterfowl, and a plethora of eastside passerines gone west. Unlike the birding, the weather was unremarkable in both temperature and precipitation.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); Lower Klamath (Lower Klamath N.W.R., Klamath, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); P.T. (Puget Trough, WA); S.R.M. (Sandy River mouth, Multnomah, OR), WV. (Willamette Valley, OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). Eastside and westside indicate east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAILS
A lingering Emperor Goose at Astoria through 19 Mar yielded the spring's lone sighting (L. Cain). Following recent trends, 3 Blue Geese were on Fir I., Skagit 2 Mar-10 Apr; 2 were also at more traditional locations in se. Oregon during early Mar. Peculiar hybrid geese again appeared in e. Washington. Two Snow Goose x Canada/Cackling Goose hybrids near Sprague, Lincoln 3 Apr were likely the same birds seen during Feb in Walla Walla (GS); size and plumage seem to indicate Blue Goose x Canada Goose, though several backcrosses are also possible. Another similar hybrid stopped near Corfu, Grant 19 Mar (SM, DSc, BSc, BF). Fewer-than-normal stray Ross's Geese were detected, with 4 in e. Washington and one in w. Oregon, including late singles at Philleo L., Spokane 18 May (MW, GS) and River Bend, Pend Oreille 20-21 May (T. Little); quite late, but within range, was a Ross's at Burns 28 May (DP). Two blue-morph Ross's Geese were near Burns 9 Apr, providing the Region's 3rd record (JW, ph. K. Rollins). Ten Dusky Canada Geese (B. c. occidentalis), rare in the PT., visited Nisqually 4 Mar (SM). Two apparent Richardson's Geese (B. h. hutchinsii) were at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 19 Mar (†SM, DSc); unlike other recent pale-breasted Cackling Geese, these birds bore the structure typical of hutchinsii rather than taverneri. Rare in e. Washington, 2 B. h. minima were near Corfu 19 Mar (BF, DSc, BSc, SM), and one was at Waukon L., Lincoln 19 Mar (GS). Eight Aleutian Cackling Geese (B. h. leucopariea), rare to very rare in the P.T., were at Nisqually 8 Apr (SM, S. Terry). Single Black Brant, rare away from salt water, were seen at Brownsville, Linn 11 Mar (R. Hoyer) and Basket Slough, Polk 27 Mar (JW). A number of Trumpeter Swans lingered, the latest of which were singles at Kent, King through 21 May (G. McWethy, CW) and P.S.B. 14 May+ (SM); the last usually depart in early Apr. Additionally, the long-staying Trumpeter at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, the sole remnant from a prior introduction attempt, returned this year with a mate 15 Mar+, and nest-building ensued (GS, JA, MW). Tundra Swans also dawdled, the latest of which were 5 at Ridgefield 18 May (J. Sullivan) and singles at Keechelus L., Kittitas 17-18 May (TA) and Ellensburg 20 May (S. Gerstle). A Bewick's Swan appeared near La Conner, Skagit 23 Mar and may have been one of the individuals present in Skagit this winter (†TA). The Falcated Duck remained near Eugene through 20 Mar (AC). A record 210 Eurasian Wigeons gathered on the Samish Flats, Skagit 2 Mar (TA), while a cumulative 34 in e. Washington was nearly double the norm, and an exceptional 11 were in se. Oregon near Klamath Falls 5 Mar (M. Rudolph). A number tarried well into May, the latest of which enlivened St. Andrews, Douglas 26 May (SM). Single Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon hybrids at Richland 24 Mar (ph. DG) and Clarkston, Asotin 26 Mar (ph. L. Hamrin) were apparently the first for e. Washington. Six Eurasian Teal were detected, 2 of which were at Lower Klamath 14 Apr (KS); they have been found annually of late on the east-side. Five Eurasian Teal x Green-winged Teal intergrades were noted. Both totals are exceptionally low. By season's end, several dozen pairs of Redhead were at F.R.R., where this species has bred since 2003 (DI); elsewhere on the westside, this species is an uncommon migrant and exceptionally rare breeder. A Ring-necked Duck x scaup hybrid courted a female Lesser Scaup at Edison, Skagit 30 Mar (SM, TA), while others inhabited Eugene 2 Mar-7 Apr (DI) and Meares L., Tillamook 28 Mar (JW). Five Tufted Ducks, all on the westside 11 Mar-27 Apr, trebled the spring average. A Tufted Duck x scaup hybrid was studied at Desert Aire, Grant 11 Mar (SM, BT, BLB); its size, structure, and companions (2000 Greater Scaup) strongly suggest that
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In spring 2006, Eurasian Collared-Doves escalated their movement into the Pacific Northwest dramatically, with no fewer than 48 found in Oregon and Washington, mostly east of the Cascade Mountains. A year ago, Oregon and Washington had about 30 records combined. These particular collared-doves were the only ones found in western Washington, inhabiting Point No Point, Kitsap County, 12-15 (here 15) May 2006. Photograph by George Gerdts.
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one parent was Greater Scaup. Now virtually annual on the eastside in spring, 2 Long-tailed Ducks were near Vantage 26 Mar (J. Danzenbaker). Wild Turkeys seem to be expanding their range. At Lyons Ferry, Franklin, where first noted last fall, a hen plus brood was found 7 May (DR), 2 were seen at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 7 May (DR), and up to 8 were in Washtucna, where they apparently initially arrived last fall, providing Adams's first record (BF). The 1500 Red-throated Loons passing Boiler Bay 24 Apr (PP) yielded the Region's best spring tally since 2002. Not annual during spring on the eastside, a Pacific Loon appeared at E. Wenatchee, Douglas 5 Mar (CW). A Washington-record 50,000 Pacific Loons passed O.S. on the somewhat late date of 20 May (KA), while peak passage at Boiler Bay was 15,000 on the more typical date of 1 May (PP). Three Yellow-billed Loons 26 Mar-11 Apr was near normal. Six Clark's Grebes inhabited Vancouver L., Clark 13 May (SM); otherwise, only 2 were found in w. Washington through 22 Apr. There were five organized pelagic trips off Oregon and Washington this spring, plus a NOAA research cruise that was off Washington's coast 14-31 Mar. Laysan Albatrosses are nearly annual during spring, but this year's 7 was the most since 2000: 2 were off Washington during Mar (SMi), 4 were off Newport 18 Mar (GG), and one was off Charleston, Coos 21 May (GG). An astonishing spring tally of 500 Black-footed Albatrosses was garnered off Charleston, Coos 21 May (GG). A first-year Short-tailed Albatross over Perpetua Bank 18 Mar provided Oregon's 10th modern-day record (GG); most Regional records are Sep—Jan. A dark gadfly petrel (Pterodroma species) was about 60 km off O.S. 30 Apr (TG); Washington has about seven records of such, all late Apr—late Sep, with only Murphy’s Petrel having been definitively identified. Fulmar and shearwater numbers were low. Northern Fulmar averaged fewer than 30 per pelagic trip, the Pink-footed Shearwater total was below 40, and Sooty Shearwater numbers averaged only about 2000 per trip. For the 6th consecutive spring, a Flesh-footed Shearwater was detected, this time off Newport 18 Mar, about six weeks early (GG). Most remarkable was a Buller's Shearwater near Kydaka Pt., Clallam 19 Mar (SMi, A. Richards, J. Plissner); there are fewer than 10 Washington records outside Aug—Nov and only two prior records from Washington's inland marine waters. A record 11 Manx Shearwaters were reported this spring, with 2 off Westport 22 Apr (†BT), 3 at Ft. Canby, Pacific 14 May (TG), 4 off Westport 20 May (†BT), and singles at Boiler Bay 2 Apr and 2 May (PP).
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Populations of Wild Turkey in southeastern Washington and northeastern Oregon seem to be exploding. On 30 November 2002, a record-high 310 were found along Upper Dry Creek, Umatilla County, Oregon, and as of September 2005, the species had established itself in Franklin County, Washington at Lyons Ferry. These two males, in company of six females (here 28 May 2006), apparently first arrived at Washtucna last fall, furnishing a first record for Washington's Adams County. Photograph by Steven G. Mlodinow.

American White Pelicans are now expected in the W.V., with 76 reported from seven locations from Eugene to Steigerwald L., Clark. Farther n. on the westside, where still rare, 6 were along Hood Canal, Mason 27 May (fide B. Shelmerdine), and 3 visited Sequim Bay, Clallam 31 May (B. Boekelheide). Brown Pelicans are exceptionally rare in the P.T. prior to Jul; this year, one appeared at Sandy Pt., Whatcom 15 Apr, an early date anywhere in Washington (H. Flores), to be followed by a shocking 14 at P.N.P. 24 May (VN) and 8 elsewhere in the P.T. 25 May+. Only 4 White-faced Ibis were noted in Washington, including an early bird near Cheney, Spokane 7-8 May (CC, JC). The Region's first spring Broad-winged Hawks since 2000 were seen at Malheur 27 Apr (M. Marsh) and Baskett Slough 28 Apr (B. Tice). Now annual on the westside, single Swainson's Hawks were observed along the New R., Coos 3 May (TR) and S. Prairie, Pierce 11 May (CW) Four Ferruginous Hawks were detected on the westside during Mar; a decade ago, this species was a mega- rarity w. of the Cascades Washington's 3rd Crested Caracara feasted on a dead
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Washington's fourth Great-tailed Grackle returned to Liberty Lake, Spokane County 30 March 2006 (here 14 April); it has appeared intermittently there since approximately 1 January 2004. Photograph by Ron Dexter

raccoon near Porter, Grays Harbor 28-29 May (ph. B Moody, S. Holloway), while Oregon's 3rd appeared near Blodgett, Benton 7 Mar and then reappeared near Corvallis 11 Mar (M. Monroe, J. Jabousek), only to be followed by that state's 4th caracara at Floras L., Curry 28 Mar (DL, KC); this Regional incursion is coincidental with a similar phenomenon in coastal California. A Prairie Merlin (subspecies richardsoni) adorned Yakima
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Washington's sixth Lesser Black-backed Gull, photographed here at Moses Lake, Grant County on 12 March 2006, remained until 18 March. The state's first record was documented only in January 2000. Photograph by Doug Schonewald

19 Mar (ph. DG); this subspecies is likely more numerous in the Region than the few reports would suggest. An unremarkable 6 Gyrfalcons this spring included a late bird at Coulee City, Grant 16 Apr (DSc). Single Prairie Falcons, rare during spring on the westside, were found at Finley N.W.R. 3 Mar (S. Seibel) and Coburg, Lane 7 Mar (B. Combs). If accepted by the Washington B.R.C., a Common Moorhen, seen briefly but well along Dodson Rd., Grant 16 May, would furnish Washington's first record (†BF); the timing is consistent with the species' occurrence in Oregon. A Common Moorhen at Black Butte Ranch, Deschutes 10 Apr was about Oregon's 14th and only the 2nd not from May—Jun (†D. & G. Marshall).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
For the first spring since 1995, no golden-plovers were found in Washington, and only one, a Pacific at N.S.C.B. 13 Apr (TR), appeared in Oregon. A gathering of 1800 Semi-palmated Plovers at Bandon, Coos 3 May likely set an Oregon record and fell just short of the Regional spring record of 2000 set on 3 May 1986 at O.S. The only westside Black-necked Stilts were birds returning to F.R.R. 7 Apr+, where a maximum of 10 was recorded (S. Gordon, DI). Throughout the Region, yellowlegs of both species were estimated at only 20-40% of their usual numbers. Solitary Sandpiper numbers were near normal, with 29 on the westside and 7 on the east, mostly 23 Apr-8 May; the maximum was 6 near Kent, King 1 May (MB). For the 6th consecutive spring, Willets appeared in e. Washington: 2 near Corfu, Grant 7 May (R. Sanders), with one remaining through 10 May (BF). Two Upland Sandpipers at Bear Valley, Grant 28 May were at a traditional breeding site, providing hope that this species persists as a breeder species in the Region (J. Carlson); another near Hines, Harney 29 May was a vagrant, the first such bird in several years (DP). Oregon's 10th Bristle-thighed Curlew adorned Clatsop Beach 22 May (ph. DB); the weather pattern in the third week of May was similar to the one that produced the unprecedented incursion during May 1998 and might have produced similar results had it occurred earlier in the season. A Whimbrel near Kittitas 23 Apr furnished the first eastside spring record since 2003 (D. Essman), and 2500 at Starr Ranch, Curry 3 May set a Regional spring record (R. McKenzie). Three Long-billed Curlews, rare on the interior westside, visited the W.V. 9 Apr-7 May (fide HN). A Hudsonian Godwit at Duley L., Okanogan 9 May (†M. Spencer) and 2 at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 21 May (†M. Bartels) furnished the Region's first spring records since 2002. A gathering of 180 Marbled Godwits at Lower Klamath 14 Apr was unprecedented for the eastside (KS); Marbleds are not annual on the interior westside, so 4 in the W.V. and P.T. 8 Apr-12 May were noteworthy. Tallies of 55 Red Knots at Tillamook 7 May (WG) and 40 in Lane/Lincoln 30 Apr (DI) superceded any recent Oregon counts. It was a boon spring for Semipalmated Sandpipers, with 8 in Washington and 4 in Oregon 22 Apr-28 May; highlights included maxima of 3 each at Brady, Grays Harbor 28 Apr O. Skriletz) and P.S.B. 11 May (SM, DD), plus very rare eastside spring records of one at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 8 May (MB) and 2 at Wasco, Sherman 13 May (DB). A stunning 400,000 Western Sandpipers passed Bandon, Coos 2 May (DL, KC); this exceptional number of Westerns, and the influx of Semi-palmated Plovers noted above, seemed tied to strong nw. winds prevalent 2-3 May (KC). Ten Baird's Sandpipers 28 Apr-28 May
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This American Three-toed Woodpecker at Wauconda, Okanogan County, on 23 May 2006 appears to be, at least in part, of the subspecies dorsalis. Only P. d. fasclatus had been known to occur in Washington/Oregon, and Washington's birds were assumed to be among the darkest members of that subspecies. Note, however, the unmarked center of this bird's back and its resemblance to the bird on the front cover of North American Birds 49 (4). Photograph by Tom Munson.

was about twice the norm. A total of 34 Pectoral Sandpipers 5-18 May represented the 3rd "irruption" out of the past four springs. Maxima included 11 near Cheney, Spokane 17 May (fide CC) and 10 at P.S.B. 18 May (DD, SM); oddly, all but one was in Washington. A Dunlin at Sprague, Lincoln 27 May was about three weeks late for the eastside (DSc). Very rare in spring, a Ruff appeared at P.S.B. 18 May (†SM, †DD). Short-billed Dowitchers, very rare during spring on the eastside, included one at Hatfield L., Deschutes 3 May (C. & M. Miller), one at Iowa Beef 10 May (BW), and 6 near Burns 18 May (O. Schmidt). A Parasitic Jaeger, very rare during spring in the P.T., was at Everett 20 May (SM); singles off the Washington coast 20 & 21 Mar were about six weeks early (†SMi). Not annual during spring, a Long-tailed Jaeger was off Westport 20 May (BT), and 3 were off Charleston, Coos 21 May (GG). Four Franklin's Gulls in e. Washington 2-29 May was not atypical; one was also on the westside, where not annual in spring, at Jeff's Head, Kitsap 30 May (BSW). No longer annual during spring, a Little Gull was at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 16 Apr (BSW). An estimated 8500 Bonaparte's Gulls passed the New R. mouth, Coos 4 May (TR). Washington's 14th Iceland Gull stopped at Wallula, Walla Walla 19 Mar (†DSc, †SM); the state's 6th Lesser Black-backed Gull was at Moses L., Grant 12-18 Mar (ph. DSc), while the Coulee Lakes bird, first found in Oct 2004, reappeared at L. Lenore, Grant 26 Mar-23 Apr (DSc, †BT, ph. DP); all but one of Washington's records have been from the eastside. Washington's 10th Slaty-backed Gull was at Tukwila, King 1 Mar (ph. C. Cox), and one at Portland 22 Mar was about the 11th for Oregon (†IT); almost all Regional records are Dec—Mar. A goodly 11+ Glaucous Gulls were noted, the latest of which was at Neah Bay, Clallam 14 May (B. Boekelheide). An apparent Glaucous-winged Gull x Herring Gull hybrid
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SA - This season saw unprecedented numbers of live Parakeet Auklets concurrent with unprecedented mortality in Rhinocerous Auklets. The NOAA cruise, 14-31 Mar encountered 48 live and one dead Parakeet Auklet, with 34 off Clallam, 5 off Jefferson, 6 off Pacific, and 3 off Tillamook (SMi). Most were near the shelf edge, but several were within 15 km of shore. Eleven more were off Westport 22 Apr (†BT), and 2 were about 30 km off La Push 28 Apr (TG); the previous Regional record was 51. Simultaneously, a large-scale die-off of Rhinoceros Auklets occurred from the Columbia R. mouth s. to Curry. The 100+ found dead near Ona Beach, Lincoln during Mar was nearly ten-fold greater than the prior monthly record for this transect, which has been run weekly for nearly 30 years (B. Loeffel). One bird found dead in Coos had been banded in Alaska Jul 2005 (R. Namitz), and most were emaciated first-or second-year birds (MP).

was at Coulee Playland, Grant 1 Apr (†GS); this is only the 2nd record for e. Washington, though this hybrid is likely overlooked there. Offshore, good numbers of Sabine’s Gulls were encountered during May, with a maximum of 250 off La Push, Clallam 13 May (SH). In the P.T., where extremely rare during spring, 3 Sabine's were off Kingston, Kitsap 28 May (M. Dufort), and 12 were there 30 May (BSW). Few Arctic Terns were seen offshore, with a peak of 20 off La Push 13 May (SH). Five Forster's Tern at Ankeny N.W.R. 15 May (M. Kleinbaum) and 3 in Portland 25 May (KT) represented an above-average spring for the westside. A Black Tern, rare during spring in w. Washington, was near Snohomish 14 May (C. Riddell), and 2 were at Fir I., Skagit 24 May (M. Axelson). Washington's 13th and 14th Thick-billed Murres were off Westport 15 Mar (†SMi) and about 12 km off Ft. Canby, Pacific 1 May (TG), respectively; most antecedent Regional records are Dec-Feb. A Long-billed Murrelet near Slip Pt., Clallam 23 Mar would be about the 9th for Washington (†SMi). Two ad. Ancient Murrelets with a chick off Westport 20 May provided further evidence that this species has become a regular breeder in Washington (BT); additionally, 15 were off La Push 13 May, a month after migrants have typically departed (SH). Not annual in Washington, a Horned Puffin was near Cape Flattery, Clallam 19 Mar (J. Plissner, SMi). Somewhat more regular in Oregon, single Horned Puffins were about 40 km off Clatsop Spit 1 May (TG) and at Seaside, Clatsop 7 Apr (ph. DB). Perhaps related to the Rhinoceros Auklet die-off, a dead Horned Puffin was near Yaquina Bay 7 Mar (B. Loeffel), and 4 were at Clatsop Beach in early Mar (MP). Several reports of Band-tailed Pigeons from w. Klickitat, Yakima, and Kittitas during May added to an increasing number of records from these areas, implying that small numbers nest e. of the Cascade crest; more unusual was a Band-tailed farther e. near Golden-dale, Klickitat 27 May (KK, MB, MH) and one near Redmond, Deschutes 23 Apr (G. Concannon). In w. Washington, a stunning 1300 gathered near L. Whatcom 6 May (J. Meche). At least 39 Snowy Owls were found this spring, split nearly evenly east/west, including an amazing 7 lingering into May, about two months later than normal. The latest eastside Snowies were near Waterville, Douglas 23-30 May (M. Spencer) and Umapine, Umatilla 24 May (MLD). On the westside, the last appeared near Edison, Skagit 12 May (T. Breckenridge). 
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Snowy Owls lingered after this winter’s irruption as never before, with seven in Washington lasting into May and this bird, Oregon’s latest ever by more than a month, near Umapine, Umatilla County on 24 May 2006. Photograph by MerryLynn Denny.

A Great Gray Owl near Jasper. Lane 6 Apr was utterly unexpected at about 350 m in the W.V. foothills (L. Colburn). A Common Poorwill at Seattle 20-25 May provided only about the 10th record for w. Washington, most of which have come from

SA - As of 1 Jun 2006, Washington had but six records of Eurasian Collared-Doves and Oregon about 24. No fewer than 48 were found this spring, almost equally divided between the two states. This exponential increase included breeding in Harney (R. Vetter), Klamath (N. Shankar), Adams (fide DSc), and Klickitat 3 May (D. Lichtenwald). all locations on the eastside. Only 14 of the spring’s collared-doves were on the westside, with 8 on the Oregon coast, 2 in w. Oregon's interior and 4 at P.N.P. (BSW, ph. G. Gerdts). We can only speculate about this species' ultimate abundance in the Region, but given recent events, it appears that Eurasian Collared Doves will soon be commonplace.

Sep-Oct (ph. L. Kittleson, †A. Sedgley, †S. Hoskins, †A. Thurber) A gathering of 440 Black Swifts at St. Andrews, Douglas 26 May was e. of that species normal range and the 2nd highest count ever for the eastside (SM). Not annual on the coast, single White-throated Swifts were at the New R., Coos 13 May (TR) and Gearhart, Clatsop 15 May (MP). The Anna's Hummingbird at Clarkston, Asotin remained until 13 Mar (C VandeVorde), while one at Powell Butte 18 May was only Crook's 3rd (CG). A Costa's Hummingbird, seen 2-4 May, frequented the same Lyle, Klickitat feeder that produced the state's 6th record in May 2005 (†K. Kagarise) none were reported from Oregon for the first spring since 1995. Approximately 75 Calliope and 50 Rufous Hummingbirds crowded feeders in Dixie, Walla Walla 13 May (M&MD), both tallies likely Washington records. A pitiful 2 Calliope Hummingbirds were found on the westside, with singles at Portland 7 May (S. Leaptrott) and Cascade Head, Lincoln 24 May (PP). Single Broad-tailed Hummingbirds visited Frenchglen, Harney 27 May (HN) and Malheur 28 May (CG); their pattern of occurrence in Oregon remains somewhat enigmatic. A Lewis's Woodpecker, not annual in w. Washington during spring, inhabited Everett 12-14 May (L. Hart). Rare w. of the Cascades, 3 Red-naped Sapsuckers were found in the W.V. and P.T. 7-20 Apr Two American Three-toed Woodpeckers near Big Meadow L., Pend Oreille 15 May showed characteristics of subspecies dorsalis, not known to occur in Washington (†GS). A similar bird was found at Wauconda, Okanogan 23 May (ph T. Munson); these could well be intergrades between fasciatus and dorsalis or even “pure" dorsalis. A Yellow-shafted Flicker at Davenport, Lincoln 14 May was rather late (†JA).

PASSERINES
An Olive-sided Flycatcher at Brookings, Curry 14 Apr was about three weeks early (D. Munson). Willow Flycatchers arrived about 10 days early, with many mid-May sightings; the earliest was at Hanford Site, Benton 6 May (BL, NL). Eight Least Flycatchers 21 May+ was probably a Regional spring record; the maximum was 3 at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane 27 May (M. Frobe). A Dusky Flycatcher, not annual in the P.T., was near S. Prairie, Pierce 7 May (CW), while 2 total in the W.V. was subpar (DI). Washington's 8th Black Phoebe returned to Auburn, King 31 Mar+ (M. Bartels)
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Washington's 7th Eastern Phoebe was at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 29 May (†CW), while Oregon's 8th and 9th, respectively, were at Sutherlin, Douglas 10 Mar (†M. Hamm) and Fields 27-29 May (ph. KT); most records are from May—Jun. Say's Phoebes showed well on the westside, with 8 in Washington and 15+ in Oregon, including one over a month late at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 17 May (M. Reed), plus groups of 4 each at Eugene 27 Mar (V. Arnold) and Portland 28 Apr (IT). An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Mt. Pisgah, Lane 25 May was n. of its usual haunts (P. Sherrell, D. Shrouder); most such records are from May—Jun. A Western Kingbird at Potholes S.P., Grant 18 Mar was a month early (DP). On the westside, both Eastern and Western Kingbirds appeared in above-normal numbers. Over 30 Westerns passed through Cape Blanco, Curry during the spring (TJW), while 2 at Tokeland, Pacific 21 May were on Washington's outer coast, where not annual (M. Bartels); the westside maximum was 19 at Portland 13 May (C. Hallett). An Eastern Kingbird, very rare on the outer coast, appeared at Cape Blanco 21 May (TJW).
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Prairie Merlins (subspecies richardsoni) are likely rare-but-annual visitors east of the Cascades in the Pacific Northwest, but identification challenges make discerning its status difficult. This one was at Yakima 19 March 2006. Note the lack of a malar stripe, the spotted primaries, and the spotting on the scapulars. Photograph by Denny Granstrand

Single Loggerhead Shrikes near Lebanon, Linn 12 Mar (J. Harding) and F.R.R. 22 Apr (A. McCallum) represented a typical spring. This year, a pair of Hutton's Vireos was found with a fledgling at White Salmon, Klickitat 12 May (PM), and we belatedly learned of an ad. feeding young at Trout L. May 2005 (SJ), plus a pair feeding a cowbird at White Salmon in Jun 2003 (PM); these furnish the first eastside breeding records. Single Hutton's were also found this Mar—Apr at two other w. Klickitat locations (C. Flick, SJ). Prior to 2001, this species was considered accidental in e. Washington, but it has been found annually since then in w. Klickitat (PM) and now seems somewhat established. Four Steller's Jays at Crow Butte, Benton 11 Mar were well away from their normal wooded haunts (MB, KK). Blue Jays showed well, with 7 scattered across the Region, mostly Mar—early Apr, with one remaining through May at Brookings, Curry (L. & R. Steele). Single Western Scrub-Jays near Tampico, Yakima 19 May (fide DG) and near Cle Elum, Kittitas 2 Apr (M. Bartels) evidenced continued range expansion. After a 25-year hiatus, Black-billed Magpies are virtually invading w. Washington, with one at Hoodsport, Mason 30 Apr providing the 3rd record within the last year (D. Phinney). An early Purple Martin near Vantage, Kittitas 26 Mar provided e. Washington's 8th record away from the Bingen area (S. Downes), while 4 more visited Wapato, Yakima 18 Apr (fide AS); six of the nine e. Washington records away from Bingen have been made over the past year, likely reflecting the burgeoning Washington population. Perhaps one of the most improbable birds ever to occur in Washington was a Verdin at Tillicum, Pierce 25 May+ (ph. C. Eagan); if an escapee, then from whom, or from what? A Rock Wren at Shine S.R, Jefferson 20 May yielded the first Washington spring record w. of the Cascades in approximately 10 years (D. Watkins). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet apparently gathering nesting material on Skinner Butte (elev. 190 m), Lane on the late date of 28 May was most intriguing (DI); breeding at such low elevation would be unprecedented. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers continue to push northward in e. Oregon, with one near Bend 14 May (H. Garrett) and a pair at Tumalo S.P, Deschutes 25 May (V. Threlstein). Ten Mountain Bluebirds in w. Washington, 19 Mar-30 Apr, was approximately thrice the norm and included a rare outer-coast bird at Westport 30 Apr (P&RS); the only w. Oregon lowland sighting was Curry's 5th at Cape Blanco 12 Mar (L. Miller). A Townsend's Solitaire, rare on the outer coast, visited Seaside, Clatsop 20 Mar (DB). A Veery at Nisqually 29 May furnished about the 8th spring record from w. Washington, all but one of which have been 20 May+ (†B. Shelmerdine); equally rare was a Veery at Fields 27-28 May (TR). Five Washington and 12 Oregon Northern Mockingbirds was about twice the norm. Now annual on the westside during spring, 4 Sage Thrashers appeared in w. Oregon 5-19 May. A White Wagtail, subspecies undetermined, was a one-day bird at P.N.P. 15 May (†VN); Washington has nine antecedent records, three of nominate alba, three of lugens, and three not identified to subspecies. A tally of 5000+ American Pipits in Grant and Lincoln 23 Apr was unprecedented for Washington (RH). A Tennessee Warbler visited Astoria 5 May (MP); though annual during northbound migration, most records are from se. Oregon 20 May-15 Jun. Unprecedented was an apparently northbound Northern Parula in Portland 9-10 Apr (G. Lillie); most records are from late May—Jun in se. Oregon. More typical was one at Malheur 21 May (O. Schmidt). A Black-throated Blue Warbler was found at Fields 28 May (CG); though now annual in Oregon, Black-throated Blues are still largely found in fall. Single Black-throated Gray Warblers, not annual during spring e. of the Washington Cascades, visited Moxee, Yakima 8 May (D. Brown) and Lyons Ferry Franklin 29 May (CW, BT, BLB). Hermit Warbler x Townsend's Warbler hybrids, rare away from the range of Hermit Warbler, were at Hyak, Kittitas 17 May (TA), Coupeville, Island 21 May (†S. Ellis), and Washtucna, Adams 27 May (SM). Rare northbound Palm Warblers visited Coupeville, Island (C. Johnson) and Nisqually (J. Ellis), both 8 May. The only Black-and-white Warbler was at Portland 21 Apr (M. Marsh); the Region averages about 5
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per spring, mostly mid-May+. The Skagit W.M.A. Northern Waterthrush remained until 1 May (B. McGarry, R. Cash), while 2 each reappeared at Trout L., Klickitat 14 May+ (SJ) and near Gilchrist, Klamath 12 May+ (R. Armstrong), both isolated locations where this species likely bred last year. Oregon's 7th Canada Warbler overall, and 2nd for spring, tarried at Malheur 25-28 May (CG, ph. AC). The Kent, King Yellow-breasted Chat returned 13 May+ (M. Bartels); though increasing in w. Washington, this species is still rare there. An American Tree Sparrow at Spring Creek Fish Hatchery Skamania 10 Apr was the latest ever for w. Washington (G. Bletsch). A Chipping Sparrow at Edwall, Lincoln 21 Mar was the earliest ever for Washington (T. Mathis). A territorial Clay-colored Sparrow near Tenino, Thurston 29 May+ was the first such west-side bird since 1999 (P. Hicks), while one at Gold Beach, Curry 19 May provided an extremely rare record of a westside spring migrant (TR). The season's only other Clay-colored was one that remained at Millicoma Marsh, Coos through 10 Mar (TR). Brewer Sparrows at S.R.M. 16 May (IT) and Ecola S.P., Clatsop 25 May (†DB) were, respectively, in the W.V. (where barely annual) and on the outer coast (where not annual). Vesper Sparrows are rare, local, and declining in w. Washington and are not known as coastal breeders n of Coos, Oregon. On 19 Apr, however, 11 were found in suitable breeding habitat on three islands in the Columbia R. mouth, Pacific (S. Pearson). A rare w. Washington migrant Vesper was at P.N.P. 14 Apr (BSW). W. Washington's 10th spring Lark Sparrow appeared near Renton, King 28 May (B. & B. Meyer), while w. Oregon singles at Tillamook 29 Mar-12 Apr (A. Frank, WG) and Cape Blanco, Curry 20 May (TJW) were away from their limited sw. Oregon range. It was a good spring for Black-throated Sparrows in e. Washington. One near Vantage, Kittitas 31 May was at one of Washington's few traditional nesting locations (DG, AS); unexpected were 4 at Corral L., Grant 24 May+ (RH), one at Step-toe Butte, Whitman 27 May+ (T. & C. Gray), and 3 at Juniper Dunes, Franklin 29 May (D. Froehlich); as is often the case, concurrent with an irruption into e. Washington there were westside sightings: at Salem 6 May (J. Rodecap) and Ecola S.P. 14 May (MP). Equally rare was a westside Sage Sparrow at Portland 5 Mar (D. Helzer). A tally of 300 Savannah Sparrows at Columbia N.W.R., Adams 2 May set a Washington spring record (RH). A Grasshopper Sparrow at S.R.M. 6 May+ was a first for heavily birded Multnomah (IT). As observer effort has increased, so has the number of e. Oregon Sooty Fox Sparrow records; this spring one visited Redmond, Deschutes 10 Apr (K. Owen). The spring's only Swamp Sparrow was a winter holdover at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 4 Mar (BSW). There were but 3 Harris's Sparrows this spring, including a tardy bird at Dixie, Walla Walla 13 May (M&MD, DG). A Golden-crowned Sparrow x White-crowned Sparrow hybrid at Monroe, Snohomish 11 Mar may have been the same bird as the one seen there last Nov (J. Barry, C. Cox). Golden-crowned Sparrows were unusually common and late in e. Washington, with the latest visiting Vantage 25 May (P&RS) and Wenatchee, Chelan 26 May (SM). The 2 wintering Chestnut-collared Longspurs near Corvallis remained through 10 Mar (R.P. Moore). A Snow Bunting at Port Angeles 26 Apr was three weeks late (BN). Oregon's 8 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 21 May+, were split evenly between eastside and westside, while in Washington; singles were at Seattle 29 May (†N. Bogue) and Granite Falls, Snohomish 31 May-5 Jun (ph. M. Bell); the Region averages 8 per May. Oregon's 5th Blue Grosbeak was at Portland 17 Apr (ph. KT). An Indigo Bunting at Mukilteo, Snohomish late Feb-24 Apr was about the 18th for Washington but the first to have wintered, having not been detected until blue feathering appeared (ph. E. Beegle); another Indigo at Port Townsend was seen on the more typical dates of 19-26 May (†B. & E. Kannenberg). An Indigo Bunting was also in Oregon, where annual during May–Jun, at Denman S.W.A., Jackson 19 May (R. Ketchum). Tricolored Blackbird is another species seemingly on the increase. Spokane's first Tricolored inhabited Edwall 14-18 Mar (T. Mathis), while others were found at "traditional" Washington locations such as Texas L., Whitman (GS), Othello, Adams, and Wilson Creek, Grant (G. Bletsch), with a maximum of 76 at Othello 16 Apr (M. Dufort). In Oregon, 100 Tricoloreds near Redmond 1 Apr provided a rare Deschutes record (K. Owen). A Common Grackle was at Page Springs, Harney 26 May (S. Wright); Oregon averages one or 2 per year. Washington's 4th Great-tailed Grackle returned to Liberty L., Spokane 30 Mar+ (R. Dexter); Oregon had a goodly 9 Greattaileds-6 on the eastside, where regular, and 2 on the outer coast, where very rare, at N.S.C.B. 17-19 May (TR). Adding to five prior Washington records were Hooded Orioles at Seattle 2 May+ (R. Brown, †M. Hobbs), Enumclaw, King 20-29 May (ph. M. Rosenberger), and Port Angeles 23-24 May (ph. A. & K. Watson); all Washington records have been late Apr–late Jul. A Hooded at Eugene 26 May was in Oregon, where not quite annual (ph. B. Carlin). Washington's 4th Baltimore Oriole visited Vantage, Kittitas 28 May (†P&RS). Oregon had 4 Baltimore Orioles, bringing the state total to about 35: Creswell, Lane 23 Apr (H. Lown), Milwaukie, Clackamas 15 May (W. Kiest), Malheur 21 May (E Scattaregia), and Fields 28 May (B. Archer). Most Oregon records are from the eastside mid-May–mid-Jun. Two apparent spring migrant Bramblings graced Oregon, adding to nine previous records: Monmouth 26 Mar-16 Apr (R Bunse) and Eugene 1-13 Apr (ph. Maitreya, M. Rudolph); virtually all Regional records are of birds that first appeared during fall or winter. A Purple Finch at Richland 15 Apr was in far e. Washington, where rare (BW), while a Cassin's Finch in the W.V. at Portland 9 Apr was equally unusual (WG). Lesser Goldfinches seem to be recolonizing Clark, as evidenced by a pair with fledglings at Vancouver 21 May (C. Peterson); Lessers also seem to be spreading eastward, with one at Walla Walla 29 Apr-1 May (G. Shoemake) Evening Grosbeaks were more numerous than normal, as exemplified by 220 at Roslyn, Kittitas 17 May (TA).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Tom Aversa (Washington), David Bailey, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Mary Breece, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny (M&MD), Dennis Duffy, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Marian, Polk), Greg Cason, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Wink Gross, Troy Guy, Randy Hill, Scott Horton, Mark Houston, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Ken Knittle, Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller (C&MM; Deschutes, Jefferson), Scott Mills (SMi), Paul Moyer, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Dennis Paulson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Barbara Schonewald (BSc), Doug Schonewald (DSc), Gina Sheridan, Kevin Spencer, Andy Stepniewski, Patrick &. Ruth Sullivan (P&RS), Iain Tomlinson, Khanh Tran, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Terry J Wahl, Brad S. Waggoner (BSW), Bob Woodley, Michael Woodruff, Charlie Wright.
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The Nesting Season, 2006

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons and Bill Tweit
The Region baked again this summer, with temperatures among the top ten percent since records were first kept, beginning 112 years ago. June provided normal precipitation, but July was somewhat drier than average. Offshore, this summer's consistent northwesterly winds constituted a return to normal, generally producing upwellings and cool ocean temperatures. As for birds, large-scale trends were few. Perhaps most noticeable was an increase in eastside passerines, from kingbirds to buntings, on the westside. Records of rarer seabirds were unusually numerous, including some seen from land and, indeed, some from the "wrong" side of the mountains.

Abbreviations: Ankeny (Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); ET. (Puget Trough, WA); S.R.M. (Sandy R. mouth, Multnomah, OR); W.V. (Willamette Valley); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively.

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES
A Ross's Goose that arrived at Keyport, Kitsap with Snow Geese in late Sep 1997 survived the season (BSW, G. Gerdts); Washington has no other summer records. Three Cackling Geese of subspecies taverneri lingered at F.R.R. through 25 Jun (DI), and another Cackling Goose of unknown subspecies frequented Ankeny 13 Jun-11 Jul (WDR); there appear to be no previously published summer records of Cackling Goose from the Region, though one (subspecies minima) summered in Everett in 1997 (SM, DD). Brant numbers were quite low, with 4 at O.S. 7 Jul (P&RS) and 9 at Seal Rock, Lincoln 24-27 Jun (K. Brigham) furnishing the only sightings. Gadwall continues to increase on the westside. Still a rather uncommon breeder in w Oregon, five broods were at N.S.C.B. (TR), two broods graced Tualatin N.W.R., Washington (HN), and multiple pairs bred at Ankeny (WDR). In w. Washington, a summer-record 430 ads. inhabited Stanwood, Snohomish 17 Jun (SM). A well-described American Black Duck at Ankeny 11-13 Jul is of questionable provenance (†WDR, RM); Oregon has just two accepted records. Green-winged Teal, a rare westside breeder, produced young at Seaside, Clatsop (S. Warner) and near Swantown, Island (SM). A Canvasback, very rare on the westside during summer, was at Fernhill Wet-

SA - During a summer unremarkable for lingering waterfowl, swans popped up all across Washington. A Trumpeter Swan lingering from spring until mid-Jul at P.S.B, was joined briefly by another 11-15 Jun (K. Morgan, SM), Singles were also on San Juan I. 12 Jun (B. Jensen; and Chehalis W.M.A., Grays Harbor 8 Jun+ (T. O’Brien). Single Tundra Swans graced S. Prairie, Pierce 1 Jun (CW) and Sheep L. Whitman 8 Jul+ (MW, GS, JA), and an unprecedented 11 adorned Ridgefield 10 Jun (JE). Finally, an unidentified Trumpeter/Tundra Swan flew past Wilson Cr, Grant 19 Jun (J. Stephens). Washington had but four prior summer records of Trumpeter Swan and not many more of Tundra. One must wonder why, among the spectrum of waterfowl, these two species with different breeding ranges and habitats would appear in unprecedented numbers during the sent summer
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lands, Washington 26 Jul (HN). Several pairs of Redheads summered at F.R.R., the westside's only known breeding location, with multiple broods noted (D. Heyerly); rare elsewhere on the westside during summer, 9 Redheads adorned Ridgefield 24 Jun (SM, CW). A scarce westside breeder, Ring-necked Ducks produced two broods each at N.S.C.B. (TR) and at Ankeny (WDR). Two Greater Scaup were on the eastside below Priest Rapids Dam 2 Jun (SM), while on the westside, a near-record 31 inhabited Drayton Harbor, Whatcom 29 Jun (SM, MB). A decade ago, this species was considered accidental on the eastside and rare on the westside at this season; the apparent change is likely due to increased observer effort. Notably, most summer birds are found at favored wintering sites. Lesser Scaup, another scarce westside breeder, produced three broods at Deer Lagoon, Island, two at Sunlight Beach, Island, and one at Stanwood (SM). A Long-tailed Duck, a species not annual during summer, was at Newport 1 Jul (GG). Common Goldeneye, a rare breeder anywhere in the Region, raised young at Big Meadow L, Pend Oreille (AS). Two Red-breasted Mergansers at Paterson Slough, Benton 7 Jun added to four prior eastside records, two of which were from this location during the past three years (BW, NL). A tally of 44 Pacific Loons off Ruby Beach, Clallam 25-26 Jun was quite high for summer (S. Mirrick). A Yellow-billed Loon, now almost annual during summer, visited Newport 24-27 Jul (L. Norgren, R. Hoyer). The return of a full pool at F.R.R. led to a very successful breeding season For Aechmophorus grebes, with counts reaching 300+ birds (10-20% Clark's) by late Jul (DI). Very rare elsewhere on the westside during summer, a Clark's at Finley N.W.R. 24 Jun was quite unexpected (WDR). Tubenose numbers remained largely unremarkable, continuing the spring trend. Pelagic trips posted below-average numbers of Black-footed Albatrosses, Northern Fulmars, and Pink-footed and Sooty Shearwaters. Conversely, storm-petrel numbers were average or above. A dark gadfly petrel (genus Pterodroma) arced high just beyond the surf at Ocean Park, Pacific 24 Jun (SM, †CW); Washington has about eight antecedent sightings, late Apr—late Sep, with only Murphy's having been definitively identified. The season's Flesh-footed Shearwater was approximately 40 km off Ocean Park 6 Jun (TG). An unprecedented summer flight of 150,000 Sooty Shearwaters passed along the Long Beach Pen., Pacific 24 Jun (SM, CW); tallies of this magnitude are mostly encountered Aug—Sep. Two Short-tailed Shearwaters passed Ft. Canby, Pacific 24 Jun, providing only the
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Washington’s third Alder Flycatcher was found singing at Muskrat Lake, Okanogan County 18-19 (here 19) June, 2006. Notably, the state's first was at the same location four years prior. Note this bird's prominent eye ring and relatively long primary extension, both of which would be aberrant in a Willow Flycatcher of one of the western taxa. Photograph by Michael Woodruff

3rd Regional Jun record (SM, CW). Continuing recent trends, a Manx Shearwater was off La Push, Clallam 21 Jun (S. Mills), another flew past Tillamook Bay 26 Jun (†F. Schrock), and 2 Manx/Black-vented Shearwaters passed Cape Flattery, Clallam 29 Jul (†BSW, †SM). The Region's first Ashy Storm-Petrel was over Grays Canyon, off Westport, 24 Jun (†BLB, †B. Shelmerdine, ph. T. Anderson, ph. S. Merrick). Amazingly, this species is recorded somewhat regularly as close as Humboldt, CA, including several counts above 100, but peak occurrence in n.w California is Sep—Oct, with very few records before Aug (Northwestern California Birds, Harris 1996). Fifty-four American White Pelicans summered in the W.V., where they have been annual since 2000 (LM, B. Tice). Along the coast and in the P.T. where decidedly rarer, 27 more were detected at five locations 15-26 Jun. Always a stunner away from salt water, a Brown Pelican at Sauvie I. along the Columbia R. 20 Jun was at least 120 km inland (M. Turner). Approximately 10-15 Brown Pelicans from this spring's irruption into the P.T. lingered through Jun; the maximum was 5 at Olympia 29 Jun (D. Noviello). Though Snowy Egrets winter n. to Coos, they generally vacate the westside during summer. This season, single Snowies graced Bandon, Coos 25 Jun (RN, L. Miller), Brookings, Curry 11 Jul (TR), and Cutler City, Lincoln 12 Jul (RN). Oregons 4th Little Blue Heron visited Tualatin N.W.R., Washington 11-12 Jun (ph. T. Shreve); previous Regional records have been May—Jun or in winter. A Cattle Egret, not annual during summer, visited Ladd Marsh, Union 16 Jun (C. Nowak). At least 30 imm. White-faced Ibis arrived at Fern Ridge 19 Jul, with at least 2 remaining into Aug (DF, DI); extralimital records of this species are extremely rare after mid Jun, especially of this magnitude, and usually involve ads. A White-faced Ibis along Dodson Rd., Grant 3 Jun (S. Downes) and 5 at Royal L., Grant 6 Jun (J. Grant) were more expected. Though nearly annual in se. and e.-cen. Oregon during fall, a Red-shouldered Hawk at Redmond, Deschutes 28 Jul (K. Owen) was perhaps the first summer record in e. Oregon, where this species was all but unknown 15 years ago. Merlins again bred in suburban nw. Washington, with four nests in Bellingham (J. Mackie) and a pair in Burlington; Skagit (MB); most westside breeders have been Black Merlin (subspecies suckleyi), but the latter pair appeared to involve a male suckleyi and a female of the nominate subspecies. Rare anywhere in Oregon during summer, a Merlin visited Sisters, Deschutes 16 Jun (B. Combs). A Prairie Falcon at F.R.R. 28 Jun was likely the W.V's first for summer (A. Prigge). A Lesser Sandhill Crane near Royal City, Grant 3 Jun was a month late (BE SM); a bit less unusual, though still not annual, were 12 at Sauvie I. 27 Jun+ (B. Scott, HN).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Across Washington, shorebirds seemed scarce; most affected were Greater Yellowlegs and Long-billed Dowitchers, the numbers of which were only about 20% of normal. Lesser Yellowlegs and Western Sandpiper numbers also seemed subpar. Extremely rare in Jun, 2 Pacific Golden-Plovers graced Bandon, Coos 10 Jun (DL, KC), and singles visited Ankeny 13 Jun (WDR), N.S.C.B. 15 Jun (DL, KC), and F.R.R. 30 Jun (R. Robb); more expected were individuals at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook 14 Jul (J. Gilligan) and Dungeness Bay, Clallam 29 Jul (SM, BSW, D&PW). A Semipalmated Plover at New R., Coos 10 Jun (TR), one at P.S.B. 14 Jun (TA), and 4 at Crockett L., Island 17 Jun (SM) were either very late northbound or very early southbound birds. A Solitary Sandpiper at Hatfield L, Deschutes 2 Jul was about three weeks early, tying the Oregon record-early date (H. Horvath); 23 more, 9 Jul+, was quintuple the norm and included 10 near Cheney, Spokane 27 Jul (MW). The last apparent northbound Greater Yellowlegs stopped at New R., Coos 10 Jun (TR), while the first likely southbound birds were on Whidbey I., Island 17 Jun (SM). Single Lesser Yellowlegs at P.S.B. 11-14 Jun (SM, TA) and Malheur 12 Jun (R. Korpi) were highly unusual; northbound birds typically depart by 20 May, and southbound birds do not usually arrive until 20 Jun+. This summer's Bar-tailed Godwit appeared at Tokeland, Pacific 31 Jul (KA). A small gray godwit with orange-buff underwing coverts at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 29 Jul seemed to fit the bill for 
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Both Tundra and Trumpeter Swans made multiple appearances in Washington, where casual during summer. Some birds lingered from spring, while others simply seemed to materialize in midsummer. This Trumpeter, first found in May 2006 (here 28 May), remained at Port Susan Bay, Snohomish County, until mid-July; it was briefly joined by a second bird 12-15 June. Photograph by Steven Mlodinow.
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a Bar-tailed Godwit x Marbled Godwit hybrid, though its true identity remains unknown (†SM, BSW, D&PW). A Marbled Godwit at Seaside, Clatsop 4 Jun was about two weeks late (D. Bailey). Two Marbleds at N. Richland, Benton 9 Jul (J. Abel) and one at the Deschutes R. mouth, Wasco 3 Jul (M&MLD) were on the eastside, where not annual during summer. A Black Turnstone on Bainbridge I., Kitsap 27 Jun was among the earliest ever for Washington (BSW). The eastside's first summer Red Knot stopped at Potholes Res., Grant 18 Jul (ph. DSc). Three Sanderlings visited Soap L., Grant 3 Jun (DSc); there appears to be only one prior eastside Jun record. Five Sanderlings at Philomath, Benton 14 Jul provided a very rare W.V. summer record (WDR). Southbound eastside Sanderlings included one at W. Medical L., Spokane 22-23 Jul (F. Haywood, GS), 2 at Potholes Res. 28 Jul (DSc), and one at Soap L. 29 Jul (GS); the eastside averages about one every other Jul. A total of 60 Semipalmated Sandpipers was near normal; the season's first, at Portland 27 Jun, furnished Oregon's earliest "Fall" record (IT). The first apparent southbound Western and Least Sandpipers visited P.S.B. 14 Jun (TA). Eight Baird's Sandpipers, 12 Jul+, was fairly typical for summer. The only Pectoral Sandpipers were at P.S.B. 15 & 23 Jul (MB, SM); the Region averages about 6 per summer. A Dunlin at N.S.C.B. 6 Jun was about two weeks late (TR), while 3 summering at P.S.B. may have been a first for the P.T. (SM). A Dunlin at Crockett L., 1 Jul was about two months early (BSW); every year, a small number of Dunlins appear late Jun-mid Jul, with none found again until mid or late Aug. A Short-billed Dowitcher, not annual during summer on the eastside, visited Othello, Adams 15 Jul (BF). Ad. Short-billeds made an excellent showing in the W.V., where typically scarce, with 61 recorded at Baskett Slough and Ankeny 11 Jul (WDR, RM). Five male Wilson's Phalaropes defended territories through Jun at P.S.B., w. Washington's only known nesting location, but their breeding success remained unknown (SM, TA). Eleven South Polar Skuas represented another good summer for this species and included 2 early birds off La Push, Clallam 21 Jun (S. Mills) and one off Westport 24 Jun (BT). It would be interesting to have more age data for these birds, as many of the Region's spring/early summer reports are of ads. or sub-ads., whereas later records are almost entirely of imms. Jaegers were noted in their usual small summer numbers, with the four Westport pelagic trips tallying 7 Pomarines, 12 Parasitics, and 4 Long-taileds. The eastside's 3rd Parasitic Jaeger graced Eloika L., Pend Oreille 28 Jul (T. Little); most eastside records are late Aug.-late Sep. Eastern Washington's only Franklin's Gulls were singles at W.W.R.D. 3-5 Jun (SM, BW) and 1 Jul (P&RS); first recorded in e. Washington during the 1960s, nearly 10 Franklin's per summer have been recorded since 2000. A gathering of 355 Bonaparte's Gulls at Birch Bay, Whatcom 29 Jun was quite large for an apparent summering Rock (SM, MB). Not annual during Jun, 6 Mew Gulls were recorded this year, including 4 at Deer Lagoon, Island 17 Jun+ (SM); all were first-summer birds, as expected. A congregation of 13,000 California Gulls in Dungeness Bay, Clallam 29 Jul was exceptional (BSW, SM, D&PW). A Herring Gull, not annual during summer, was at W.W.R.D. 3 Jun (SM). The 1000+ Caspian Terns tallied at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 16 Jul were likely nesting and may well consist of birds displaced from Everett several years ago (G. Gerdts). Arctic Terns were again found on Dungeness Spit, with 3 there 16 Jul (G. Gerdts); it is not known if they bred. Black Terns enjoyed unprecedented breeding success at their only consistent westside nesting location, F.R.R., with counts of 200+ in late Jul (D. & A. Heyerly). A Longbilled/Marbled Murrelet appeared near Vantage 2 Jul (†P&RS); to date, only Long-billeds have been definitively identified e. of the Cascades/Sierras, with one prior Regional eastside record of Long-billed and one of an unidentified Brachyramphus murrelet. Veteran murrelet surveyors located 2 Long-billed Murrelets 6 km off Brookings, Curry 28 Jul (R. Terrill, C. Strong). Xantus's Murrelets were found for the 4th consecutive summer, compared to just four records prior to 2003; most Regional records have come mid-Aug-Oct. This year, 2 Xantus's passed Cape Flattery, Clallam 29 Jul, furnishing Washington's first from-shore record (†BSW, †SM), while trips off Westport found one on 8 Jul and 2 on 15 Jul (BLB). The eastside's first summer Ancient Murrelet enlivened Malheur 29-30 Jun (K. Zufelt, L. Hammond); virtually all interior North American records are from late fall/early winter, though there is one e Washington record from mid-Aug. The Region's first summer Parakeet Auklet was approximately 40 km off Ocean Park, Pacific 6 Jun (TG); this spring had seen an unprecedented irruption of this species into our waters. Cassin's Auklets (6 per trip) and Tufted Puffins (3 per trip) were disappointingly low, suggesting poor breeding success. Single Band-tailed Pigeons were near Hardman, Morrow 28 Jun (MD), Mead, Spokane 4-11 Jun (R. Dexter), and Wenatchee Guard Station, Asotin 4 Jun (N. & K. Walker); summer Band-taileds are extremely rare in far e. Washington and ne. Oregon and rare there at any season. Eurasian Collared-Doves continued to appear in numbers with 16 in Oregon and 9 in e. Washington, westside sightings included 3 in N. Bend, Coos 1 Jun+ (J. Thomas, RN), 2 in Newport in early Jun (C. Ashy), and one in Brookings, Curry 11 Jul (TR, S. Chambers). A Eurasian Collared-Dove x African Collared-Dove (formerly Ringed Turtle-Dove) hybrid/mix in Seattle during early Jun illustrated that one cannot assume all Streptopelia doves are Eurasian Collared-Doves (J. Sheirbon). Oregon's 11th White-winged Dove adorned Cape Blanco 18 Jul (vt. TJW); 6 of the 11 have been since 2000. A stunning 19 Flammulated Owls detected along a 12-km survey route in the Umatilla N.F. 1 Jun demonstrated the amazing densities this species reaches in e. Oregon's pine forests (MD). A Northern Pygmy-Owl near Auburn, King 27 Jul was well away from known breeding areas (M. Vernon); stray summer pygmy-owls are almost unknown in the Region. Potentially a first for the Region, a Lesser Nighthawk was heard at Beverly Beach, Lincoln 21-22 Jun (R. Terrill, C. Strong); 2 Lesser Nighthawks were also found in British Columbia this summer, suggesting a small irruption into the Pacific Northwest, where this species was previously unknown. A Common Poorwill in se. Clackamas 14 Jul was in nw Oregon, where not annual (Ron Escano). An Anna's Hummingbird near Cle Elum, Kittitas 22 Jul continued a recent string of records from that area, suggesting possible local colonization (C. Caviezel). Single Costa's Hummingbirds brightened feeders in Port Orford, Curry 30 Jun+ (L. Miller) and Bend 10 Jul (J. Moodie); Oregon averages one Costa's every other summer, though the Frequency seems to
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be increasing. A Calliope Hummingbird in Port Townsend 19 Jul yielded Washington's first summer record w. of the Cascades (†R. Sikes). A Broad-tailed Hummingbird enlivened Malheur 2 Jun (D. Tracy). A swarm of approximately 50 Rufous Hummingbirds at feeders near Rockport, Skagit 8 Jun tied the Washington record (SM, DD). A Lewis's Woodpecker inhabited S.R.M. 28 Jun (K. Tran); Lewis's formerly bred in the W.V. but are now rare there during summer. An Acorn Woodpecker at Ft. Simcoe 13 Jun+ was Yakima's 3rd and one of but a very few found in Washington away from the small sw. Klickitat population (R. Repp, B. Drenguis, ph. DG). Rare on the westside, a Black-backed Woodpecker adorned Government Meadows, King 18 Jun (M. Bartels). A Yellow-shafted Flicker x Red-shafted Flicker intergrade was at Admiralty Cove, Island 1 Jul (SM, DO); such birds are being found with increasing frequency during summer in the P.T., where they are common during winter.

PASSERINES
Washington's 3rd Alder Flycatcher was at Muskrat L., Okanogan 18-19 Jun (ph. P&RS, ph. MW), the same location (and the same bird?) as Washington's first in Jun 2002. The conquest of Washington by Least Flycatchers continued, with no fewer than 18 detected; most were singing males on the eastside during early and mid-Jun from Yakima and Spokane northward. Particularly notable were 4, including a female with a brood patch, during early Jun at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane (M. Frobe) and more southerly individuals at Bennington L., Walla Walla 3 Jun (M&MLD) and Copper Cr., Walla Walla 10 Jun (K. Kemper). This range expansion may be extending into Oregon, with territorial males at Ankeny 1 Jun+ (D. Berg) and at Summer L. 20 Jun+ (KS). Black Phoebes continue their push northward, with singles n. to Clatsop on the coast (N. Maine, MP) and Lane in the W.V. (DF). Western Washington's 19th Ash-throated Flycatcher inhabited Marymoor Park, King 7-9 Jun (M. Flint, M. Hobbs); most have been mid-May late Jul. In Oregon, stray Ashthroateds visited Cape Blanco, Curry 18 Jun (L. Miller) and F.R.R. 26 Jun (MP). Wayward Western and Eastern Kingbirds were unusually prevalent on the westside this summer. The most notable Western was at O.S. 26 Jun (P&RS); this species is not annual on Washington's outer coast. Equally rare were Eastern Kingbirds at Sequim, Clallam 5 Jun (G. Kridler), Port Townsend 6 Jun (K. Ashera), and Seaside, Clatsop 7 Jun (N. Maine). A Loggerhead/Northern Shrike visited O.S. 6 Jul (ph. P&RS); w. Washington has but one summer record for Loggerhead Shrike, and the
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Three Baltimore Orioles were reported in Washington in May/June 2006, potentially doubling the state's total number of records, This first-year male at Marymoor Park, King County, 4-10 (here 5) June was exceptionally cooperative, providing many birders with their state first. Photograph by Ollie Oliver

state has no summer records for Northern. A Plumbeous Vireo enlivened Malheur 2 Jun (AC); this species is reported annually in se. Oregon late May–mid-Jun. Two Red-eyed Vireos at Rook's Park, Walla Walla 8 Jul (M&MLD) and at Kennewick, Benton 17 Jul were seemingly exceptionally early migrants (DR); the first obvious migrants are usually not noted until mid-Aug+. Extralimital Western Scrub-Jays included 5 at coastal sites between Newport and Tillamook 22-29 Jun (fide HN), one at Wenas, Yakima 4 Jun (K. Brown), and one at Corkindale, Skagit in early Jun (fide B. Kuntz); this species is approaching annual-occurrence status at these locations, where until recently considered casual. Researchers studying Streaked Horned Larks (subspecies strigata) in the W.V. identified 75 territories at the Corvallis Airport during the period, making this the largest known breeding concentration for this endangered subspecies (WDR, RM). A Bank Swallow colony of 100+ active nests at Buckley, Pierce 2 Jun (MB) and one of 30+ birds at Barton Park, Clackamas 2 Jul+ (J. Hayes) added to the rapidly growing list of known westside breeding locations; as recently as 1991, there was only one known westside breeding colony, consisting of seven pairs (American Birds 45: 1154). Rare at any season in the Coast Range, a Mountain Chickadee on Mary's Peak, Benton 4 Jul was at same location where one was detected in Aug 2004 (WDR). Rock Wrens are known to be scarce summer residents on the w. slope of the Cascades from Clark and Skamania southward. A concerted effort in King, however, found up to 6 ads. plus young at Kelly Butte 15 Jun+ (EH) and 2 near Windy Gap 15 Jun (EH), suggesting that this species may be of regular, albeit local, occurrence along the entirety of the Cascade's w. slope. A Rock Wren at Sequim, Clallam 10 Jul was a genuine vagrant, providing an exceptionally rare westside lowland summer record (R. Rogers). A Veery, rarely seen during migration, enlivened Washtucna, Adams 3 Jun (SM). For the first time in many years, Veeries were unreported from their traditional location along the Skagit R. (m.ob.). A Varied Thrush at Sun Lakes, Grant 3 Jun was at least six weeks late for the eastside lowlands (DSc). Two Gray Catbirds visited Malheur 1 Jun, where they are rare-but-annual spring migrants (S. Wright). Another catbird w. of Crescent L., Klamath 28 Jun (B. Bender) continued a pattern of increasing mid-summer reports from cen. Oregon, suggesting a southwestward extension of their breeding range. Five Northern Mockingbirds in Oregon was typical, while 12 in Washington far exceeded the state's 2-per-summer average. A pair of mockingbirds at Vantage 17 Jul (K. Turley, AS) and another pair summering at Horn Rapids, Benton (NL, BW) were particularly noteworthy, as Washington has just four confirmed nesting records. A mockingbird near Camden, Pend Oreille 12 Jun (GS) was exceptionally far northeast. A Brown Thrasher enlivened Klamath Falls 14 Jun (KS), fitting the normal pattern of occurrence For Oregon (May–Jul), where this species has been annual in recent years. An American Pipit at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane 26 Jul was about three weeks early (fide CC). This spring's only Northern Parula adorned Malheur 2 Jun (AC). Four Myrtle Warblers 17 Jun added to six antecedent Washington summer records; eight of Washington's 10 summer records come from the past five years—a reflection of increased observer awareness, or a real change in status? Not annual e of the Washington Cascades

SA - The range expansion of Bewick’s Wren continued this season in e. Washington. In 1950, this species. e. Washington range was limited to Yakima. By the mid-1980s, it had become common e. to Benton and w. Walla Walla, and by the 1980’s it was established in Spokane. Pend Oreille recorded its first Bewick's near Blueslide and on the Kalispell Indian Reservation during Jun 2002 (M. Moskwik), and subsequently they have been noted at several locations n. to Colville in Stevens since 2003 (M. Houston). This year, one along the Sanpoil R. 18 Jun (DSc) and 2 along the little Sanpoil R. 20 Jun (GS, DSc) furnished Ferry’s first records. Also, another appeared in Stevens at Little Pend Oreille N.W.R. 9 Jun (GS). Why a similar colonization has not occurred along the e. slope of the Cascades remains mysterious. 
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during spring migration, a Black-throated Gray Warbler was near Vantage 2 Jun (S. Downes). A Hermit Warbler, less expected than many e. vagrants, enlivened Malheur 2 Jun (AC). In Washington, Hermits are rare even a short distance n of their usual range, which extends to cen. Pierce, so one near Greenwater, King 7 Jun was noteworthy (MB). Similarly unusual were Hermit Warbler x Townsend's Warbler hybrids near Greenwater 15 Jun (EH) and near Washtucna 3 Jun (M&MLD). Oregon's 13th Blackburnian Warbler graced Malheur 2 Jun (AC); all but two records of the species have been late May—mid-Jun or mid Sep—late Oct, and seven come from Harney. Washington's 2nd Bay-breasted Warbler sang indefatigably in Lewis near Kidd Valley 5 Jun-8 Jul (R. Koppendrayer, ph. m.ob.); interestingly, a credible but inadequately documented singing Bay-breasted was reported from Snohomish 27 Jun 2002 in similar habitat The summer's only Black-and-white Warbler was n of Sisters, Deschutes 22 Jun (J. Rodecap) American Redstart's core breeding range in the Region is ne. Washington. An isolated well-established colony of redstarts continued at County Line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit, with 4+ ads. present this summer (B. Kuntz) Additionally, 4 males inhabited a more distant breeding site at Trout L., Klickitat (SJ) Elsewhere, lone redstarts were scattered across the Region, the most interesting of which were singles on the coast at S. Beach, Lincoln 22 Jun (E. Horvath), in the W.V. at Ankeny 6 Jul (WDR), and in suburban Federal Way, King 23 Jun-14 Jul (T. Bock). Northern Waterthrushes were again on territory at several sites sw. of Gilchrist, Klamath along the Little Deschutes R., their only known Oregon breeding area (J. Carlson, T. Janzen). Singing males also inhabited Camp Polk, Deschutes 16-28 Jun (B. Combs) and Lost L, Linn 6 Jul (DI, D. Pettey). A tally of 60 Common Yellowthroats at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 24 Jun likely constituted a Washington summer record (SM, CW). Western Tanager movement into the eastside lowlands was noted as early as mid-Jul (fide BL). A Green-tailed Towhee at Robinette Mt., Columbia 6 Jun was at a new Washington location for this locally occurring species (M&MLD) It was a boon summer for Clay-colored Sparrows, with 5 in ne. Washington and singles at Steptoe Butte, Whitman 25 Jun-5 Jul (T&D Weber) and near Tenino, Thurston 4 Jun-11 Jul (P. Hicks); the latter was only w Washington's 5th in summer. An early Brewer's Sparrow appeared at Springfield, Lane 2 Jul (R. Robb), small numbers of Brewer's typically disperse into w Oregon's lowlands late Jul—early Aug. A Lark Sparrow, barely annual in the W.V., visited Sheridan, Yamhill 10 Jun (Q. Nice). Approximately 4 Black-throated Sparrows were between Vantage and Wanapum Dam, Kittitas through 13 Jul (m.ob.), while a pair remained at Steptoe Butte, Whitman through 13 Jul (T. & D. Weber, GS). As is often the case, increased numbers of Black-throateds in e. Washington were associated with sightings on the westside, where not annual; this year, one was at Carver, Clackamas 16 Jun (R. McDow). Multnomah's first Grasshopper Sparrow graced S.R.M. throughout Jun (IT). A White-throated Sparrow near Port Townsend 5 Jun was about three weeks late and provided Washington's 4th summer record (ph. B Kinchen). A singing Golden-crowned Sparrow summered at Cascade Head, Tillamook (PP); there are fewer than 10 Oregon summer records. Less unusual, but still quite late, was a Golden-crowned along Foothills Trail, Pierce 1 Jun (CW). An imm. Dark-eyed Junco at Wallula, Walla Walla 26 Jul provided a first Jul record for the heavily birded Lower Columbia Basin (NL). Undoubtedly escapees, a female Northern Cardinal plus a faded male inhabited Port Orchard, Kitsap 12-16 Jun (R. & J. Willette), and a female visited Seattle 11 Jul (P. Oates); the recent rash of sightings from the P.T. remains unexplained. Two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in Washington and 5 in Oregon were subpar for recent years but normal for the long-term. Washington sightings included singles at Sekiu, Clallam 14 Jun (B. Wootton, ph. T. Wootton) and one in Walla Walla 16 Jun (fide MD). Grassy openings created by the 2004 wildfire near Santiam Pass (elev. 1600 m) have proven a boon for opportunistic Lazuli Buntings. During early Jul, visits to multiple Linn and Jefferson sites produced double-digit counts of territorial birds in areas where this species was absent prior to the fire (DI, D. Pettey, S. Shunk). Interestingly, numbers in w. lowlands of both states were also supranormal. An Indigo Bunting inhabited Riddle Ranch on Steens Mt. 10-24 Jul (J. Cooney, S. Dowlan). Western Washington's 4th spring Bobolink adorned Duvall, King 5 Jun (†M. Harenda). Washington's only Tricolored Blackbird sighting was of 6, including a juv., at Othello, Adams 15 Jul (BF). A Common Grackle, not quite annual in Oregon, visited S. Beach, Lincoln 21 Jul (R. Cheek). Great-tailed Grackles are increasing in w. Oregon; 4 were at Agate L., Jackson 5 Jul (R. Robb), one summered at N.S.C.B. (DL, TR), and another inhabited F.R.R 21 Jun+ (M Scholaas) A Western Meadowlark in a clearcut on Mt Rainier at 1100 m 9 Jul was clearly lost (D. Swayne). The Seattle Hooded Oriole, one of 3 this spring in Washington, lingered through 14 Jul (M. Hobbs) Bullock's Oriole numbers seemed unusually high in w Washington, highlighted by a w. Washington record of 24 at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 24 Jun (SM, CW). A Baltimore Oriole at Marymoor Park, King 4-10 Jun (ph., †D White, ph. m.ob.) provided a 4th accepted record for Washington. Oregon's 8th Lawrence's Goldfinch was a one-day wonder at a Newport feeder 6 Jun (C. Philo); prior records have shown no clear pattern.

Corrigenda: The Sep 2005 sighting of Wild Turkey at Lyons Ferry was not the first for that location (N.A.B. 60: 127); they had been seen there as early as May 1993 (R. Muskat) but had not been reported subsequent to that year. Also, we had stated imprecisely that Black-capped Chickadees are "extremely rare in the lower Columbia Basin" (N.A.B. 60: 131). They are in fact locally fairly common in the lower Columbia Basin (the Walla Walla valley and near the Tri-Cities) but extremely rare elsewhere in the lower and cen. Columbia Basin.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Tom Aversa (Washington state), Trent Bray (Union), Mary Breece, Kathy Castelem, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder (Spokane), Judy Corder, Mike and MerryLynn Denny (M&MLD), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler, Dan Farrar, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Marion, Polk), Greg Gillson, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Troy Guy, Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Larry McQueen, Tom Mickel (Lane), Randy Moore, Harry Nehls (OR), Russell Namitz, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Phil Pickering, W. Douglas Robinson (Benton, OR), Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos, Curry), Doug Schonewald (DSc), Gina Sheridan, Kevin Spencer (Klamath), Andy Stepniewski, Patrick & Ruth Sullivan (P&RS), Iain Tomlinson, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Terry J. Wahl, Brad S. Waggoner (BSW), Doug & Pip Watkins (D&PW), Bob Woodley, Michael Woodruff, Charlie Wright.
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