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The ornithological "main event" this fall in both states was a multi-species irruption of montane birds. This phenomenon's cause was likely, in part, due to very poor forest conditions in northeastern Washington, Idaho, central-interior British Columbia, and parts of Alberta. 
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By contrast, the Cascades seemed in fair shape, though cone crops were apparently poor. The irruption was heralded by large numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches appearing at eastside desert oases in late August. Later, Mountain Chickadees poured into the lowlands, Brown Creepers were fairly common in the deserts, and Clark's Nutcrackers appeared at unlikely locations. Recorded in smaller numbers away from expected locations were Northern Pygmy-Owl, Boreal Owl, Hairy Woodpecker, Chestnut-backed and Black-capped Chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatch, Steller's Jay, Pine Grosbeak, Red Crossbill, and Evening Grosbeak. While some of the latter were quite close to core range, suggestive of more local movements, others occurred across a broad front, and more than one phenomenon may have been in play. Conspicuous by their presence in near-normal numbers were Pine Siskins and White-winged Crossbills; interestingly, not a single wayward Pygmy Nuthatch was detected. A huge invasion of Blue Jays and a west-side increase in Purple Finches (neither is a conifer-loving species in our Region) were probably unrelated to other irruptions. The fall months were generally a bit warmer than normal. August was among the wettest on record, and September and October rainfall were above average as well. The Region dried out in November, when precipitation was generally half of normal.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.C.N.M.S. (Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); Nisqually (N.W.R., Thurston); P.S.B. Port Susan Bay, near Florence, Snohomish); Ridgefield (N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); Y.R.D. (Yakima R delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside" and “westside" designation locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS
Red-throated Loon passage at Boiler Bay, Lincoln peaked at 6000 on 3 & 18 Nov, while Pacific Loons topped out at 34,000 there 18 Nov (PP). On the eastside, a Red-throated was at John Day Dam 7 Nov (HN), and Pacific Loons showed well, highlighted by 12 at McNary Dam 7 Nov (M&MLD). Ten Yellow-billed Loons, well above average, included an early one at Midway Beach, Pacific 18 Sep (E. Hunn), an interior westside bird at Bonneville Dam 29 Oct-13 Nov (IT, JF), and an eastside bird at John Day Dam 28 Oct (T. Herzig); this species is very rare away from marine habitats and typically arrives in mid-Oct. A gathering of 104 Eared Grebes at Utsalady Bay, Island 6 Nov yielded the highest w. Washington tally in 26 years (SM, DD). Seven westside Clark's Grebes was subpar but included an early one at Edmonds, Snohomish 8 Sep (DD). After a decade of increase, Laysan Albatross numbers seem to be subsiding, with 2 off Westport 19 Sep the only ones recorded (BT); the same trip produced 569 Black-footeds (BT). Northern Fulmar numbers were low, with the 1,200 off Newport 16 Oct furnishing the only offshore count >100 (GG), but a remarkable 3,500 passed Boiler Bay, Lincoln 17 Oct (PP). A total of 23 Flesh-footed and 954 Buller's Shearwaters were normal: as typical, 84% of the Buller's were noted in Oct. Pelagic tallies of Sooty Shearwaters were high, averaging about 4,400/trip and peaking at 25,600 off Westport 8 Aug (BT); from shore, 100,000 were recorded at Seaside 16 Aug (MP). Some 27 Short-tailed Shearwaters were off Newport 2 Oct (GG), and 2,000 passed Boiler Bay 24 Nov (PP). Continuing recent trends, Manx
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Shearwaters were off Coos Bay 15 Aug (†TR), at Ft. Canby, Pacific 1 Sep (†TG), and off Newport 2 Oct (GG). A fine collection of tubenoses appeared in the Puget Trough, where none is annual: a Short-tailed Shearwater and a Short-tailed/Sooty at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 4 Nov (BSW), a Short-tailed/Sooty off Seattle 27 Nov (BSW), a Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel at Bainbridge I. 2 Oct (BSW), and single Leach's Storm-Petrels at Edmonds, Snohomish 11 Oct (T. Peterson, DD), Nisqually 11 Nov (BS), and Tolmie S.P. 11 Nov (BS). Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels continue to be of concern; they were absent from almost half the offshore trips, and all but two counts were <10. American
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Washington's fourth Lesser Black-backed Gull fed on newly released fingerlings at Sun lakes in eastern Washington 8-16 (here 12) October 2004. The state's first record came in 2000, and, given continent-wide trends, a steady Increase in records of this species is expected in the Region. Photograph by Tom Munson.

White Pelicans continued to increase; 1,120 at Potholes Res., Grant 6 Sep (BE SM, M&MLD, DSc) was a state record count for Washington, while in the Willamette Valley, flocks of 44 and 68 frequented F.R.R. and the Portland area, respectively, 21 Aug-1 Oct. In w. Washington and the Oregon coast, where rarer, singles visited Fir I., Skagit 5 Sep (TA) and Clatsop Spit 28 Aug (M. Marsh). A Brown Pelican in the mts. at McKenzie Pass, Lane 2 Sep was unprecedented (DDW), while a count of 2,100 at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor 10 Sep was Washington's highest since 1974 (CW), and an above-average 11 wandered into the Puget Trough 20 Aug-29 Oct. Washington's 3rd Frigatebird was about 85 km off Westport 7 Sep (†H. Beecher), while one off Newport 21 Aug was about Oregon's 12th (J. Jabousek). A Washington-record 302 Great Egrets was counted at Pothole Res. 6 Sep (BF, SM, M&MLD, DSc). After an absence of more than two years, Snowy Egrets reappeared in Washington, with up to 2 at Ridgefield 6 Aug-5 Sep (†B. Clemons, ph. TA); 3 were also found in nw. Oregon, where rare, 3 Aug-30 Oct. After years of decline, Cattle Egret numbers rose sharply this fall, with 8 on the westside and 35 on the east, including a maximum of 13 near College Place, Walla Walla 8 Nov (M&MLD); only 3 were in Oregon. Over the past decade, this species' center of vagrancy has shifted from westside to east and from Oregon to Washington. Five eastside Green Herons, 16 Aug-25 Oct, was exceptional. Two White-faced Ibis at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 2-23 Aug (M. Reid) and an unidentified Plegadis ibis at P.S.B. 3 Oct (ST, SM) added to eight previous fall/winter Washington records; nearly as rare was one at Redmond, Deschutes 8 Aug (K. Owen). A Greater White-fronted Goose x Cackling Goose hybrid visited Sauvie I. 13 Nov (DMa); though hybrids of this sort are not new to the Region, most have been relatively large, whereas this bird was nearly the size of B. h. minima. Indeed, an apparent Canada x Greater White-fronted was at Sequim, Clallam 27 Aug (RH). The season's lone Emperor Goose inhabited Creswell, Lane 10 Nov+ (DDW). Single Blue Geese at P.S.B. 9-14 Oct (vt. SM) and Fir L, Skagit 27 Oct (R. Lawson, K. Stewart) added to 18 previous Washington records. Errant Ross's Geese included an early bird at P.S.B. 30 Sep (SM) and more typical individuals near Windust Park, Franklin 16 Nov (CW) and Finley N.W.R. 11 Nov+ (NS). A subpar 4 Eurasian Wigeons were on the eastside 11 Nov+. An American Black Duck appeared at Kirkland, King 31 Oct-19 Nov (ph. A. Martin). The introduced Everett population was extirpated about five years ago, with only Mallard x American Black Duck hybrids present subsequently. Prior Washington reports not originating from this population include two from the 1940s and one from Battleground, Clark in 1985. A tally of 240 Cinnamon Teal at Ridgefield 19 Aug set a w. Washington record (TA); this species' numbers usually peak in Jun. The only Common Teal reported was at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 25 Oct+ (GG, HN). An apparent Redhead x scaup hybrid at Sun Lakes, Grant 13 Nov (ph. DSc) was the Region's first. A male v-nigra Common Eider, molting into eclipse plumage, graced Port Angeles 3-13 Aug (ph. M. Shephard); perhaps it was the same bird that visited Crescent City, California in Jul. The Region had no confirmed Common Eider records, though a flock was reported from the s. Puget Trough during the 1906-1907 winter (Condor 8: 57). Scoter movement at Boiler Bay, Lincoln peaked 17 Oct, with 22,000 Surf and 2,500 White-wingeds (PP). Eastside numbers of Surf and White-winged Scoters were unremarkable. Thirty-nine Surfs were detected 24 Sep-14 Nov, including an alpine visitor on Mt. Rainier 21 Oct (A. Wagar). Nineteen White-wingeds were noted 15 Sep-14 Nov. A subpar 4 eastside Long-tailed Ducks were found 16 Oct-5 Nov, while one at Dexter Res., Lane 30 Nov was very rare for the s. Willamette Valley (D. Farrar). The Wenatchee Buffle-
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There are few thrills in biding like finding a pelagic bird inland. This Ancient Murrelet was one of two that frequented Bonneville Dam along the Columbia River 6-14 (here 8) November 2004. There are fewer than a dozen interior records of the species from the Oregon & Washington Region. Videocapture by Robert Stansell
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head x Common Goldeneye hybrid returned for its 4th winter 30 Nov (D. Beaudette). Barely annual in se. Oregon, 12 Red-breasted Mergansers visited Chickahominy Res., Harney 27 Oct (C. & M. Miller). Red-shouldered Hawks continued to expand. In e. Oregon, an unprecedented 19 were found, including 10 in Klamath 10 Sep (KS). Not annual in e. Washington, one inhabited Conboy N.W.R., Klickitat, the source of almost all e. Washington records, 9-29 Sep (KK, SJ, JE), while 2 were in sw. Washington 5 Sep+, and one wandered n. to Monroe, Snohomish 10 Oct (†SM, DD). Four Swainson's Hawks stopped near Eugene 17-20 Sep (DI), while singles visited F.R.R. 13 Sep (M. Paris) and Baskett Slough, Polk 31 Oct (B. Young); they are rare on the westside, and the latter was a month late. A Harlan's Hawk at Ridgefield 6 Oct was three weeks early (JE). A Ferruginous Hawk near Kittitas 19 Sep was three weeks late and nw. of usual range (SM, CB). Three Gyrfalcons was below average but included an early and southerly bird that toured s. coastal Coos 26 Sep+ (TR). A subpar 4 Prairie Falcons visited the westside, including singles at Ten-mile Cr., Coos 20 Aug (K. Castelein, D. Lauten) and Nisqually 31 Aug (S. Nord) that were a month early. Black-bellied Plovers lingered in e. Washington, with 5 at Potholes Res. 1 Nov (DSc) and 3 at W.W.R.D. 5 Nov (M&MLD), the latter tying the e. Washington late date. For the 5th consecutive fall, American Golden-Plovers showed poorly on the westside, with a pitiful 14 detected 29 Aug-16 Oct, but on the eastside, 6 were noted 7 Sep-12 Oct. The Pacific Golden-Plover total was 53, the best since 2001, with a peak of 15 at O.S. 18 Sep (SS). Twelve golden-plovers remained unidentified. Westside breeding Black-necked Stilts remained at Baskett Slough, Polk to 16 Aug (R. Gerig) and at F.R.R. to 25 Aug (L. McQueen). Lesser Yellowlegs showed well, exemplified by a westside-record 126 at P.S.B. 19 Aug (J. & K. Wiggers) and 160 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 11 Sep (SM, CB). After three autumn seasons with 70+ Solitary Sandpipers, this year's tally returned to normal, with 25 on the eastside and 16 on the west, almost all before 22 Aug, excepting late birds at Y.R.D. 1-2 Oct (BL, NL) and S. Prairie, Pierce 9 Oct (CW). Also notable was one on Mt. Adams 8 Aug at approximately 1300 m (S. McDougall). A gathering of 21 Willets at Tokeland 10 Oct was the largest in years (C. Chappell), while singles appeared in the Puget Trough, where not annual, near Warm Beach, Snohomish in mid-Aug (M. Reid) and Bainbridge I., Kitsap 20-21 Sep (BSW). A Wandering Tattler, barely annual in the Puget Trough, visited Nisqually 27 Aug (PtS, RS). The first fall eastside Whimbrel since 2001 graced Lind Coulee, Grant 3-4 Sep (DSc). A surprising 8 Long-billed Curlews appeared on the interior westside 1 Aug-3 Sep. One eastside and 3 westside Hudsonian Godwits, 29 Aug-18 Sep, brought the Regional total to roughly 54 records, 20 of which have been during the last three years. After last year's inexplicable absence, Bar-tailed Godwits resumed their upward trend, with 2 ads. 6-15 Aug and 3 imms. 6 Sep-30 Oct. Rare on the eastside, up to 4 Marbled Godwits were at Y.R.D. 24 Aug-6 Sep (fide NL), and one visited W.W.R.D. 1 Aug (MD, MLD). Improvements to shorebird habitat at F.R.R. 

[image: ]
This Northern Hawk Owl graced Salmo Mountain in northeastern Washington 1 (here) through 17 October 2004, furnishing roughly the 19th report for that state. Photograph by Tom Munson.

continued to attract migrant Marbled Godwits, formerly quite rare in the Willamette Valley, with one or 2 there 18-27 Aug (B. Bender). Not annual on the eastside, single Ruddy Turnstones visited Potholes Res. 17 Aug (DSc) and Wickiup Res., Deschutes 21 Aug (J. Meredith). A Black Turnstone in n. Port land 21 Aug was only Oregon's 1lth away from the outer coast (A. Frank). A Flock of 400 Surfbirds at Yachats, Lincoln 3 Aug was Oregon's 2nd largest ever (WH). Oregon's only sighting of the declining Red Knot was at Gold Beach, Curry 26 Aug (DM), while one at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 11-15 Sep (SM) was on the eastside, where very rare. Thirty-six eastside Sanderlings eclipsed last year's fine total; most were 15 Sep-15 Oct. Washington's 60 Semipalmated Sandpipers (42 westside, 18 eastside) was subpar; all but 2 were in Aug, with a maximum of 12 at P.S.B. 12 Aug (SM, DD). In Oregon, one eastside and 7 westside Semipalmateds were detected 1 Aug-17 Sep. Washington's First Little Stint visited Y.R.D. 5-13 Aug (NL, ph. TMu); there are six previous records from the continent's interior. A stunning 24 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were found 28 Aug-7 Nov, with a maximum of 5 at P.S.B. 7 Oct (TA, SM); other noteworthies included an early juv. at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 28 Aug (†AR) and single eastside birds at Y.R.D. 1 Oct (NL, BL) and Soap L. 3-17 Oct (ph. DSc, ph. TMu). There are about 20 eastside records. Twenty-six Rock Sandpipers at Westport 31 Oct was the Region's highest count in more than 20 years (S. Mills). Stilt Sandpipers appeared in near-record numbers, with 54 in e. Washington and 19 in w. Washington, including maxima of 16 at Philleo L., Spokane 26 Aug (JA) and 11 at Othello, Adams 21 Aug (BF), the highest counts since 1997; unlike recent years, most were gone by early Sep, but one at W.W.R.D. 5 Nov was record late (M&MLD). Only 5 appeared in Oregon. Buff-breasted Sandpiper had a fabulous fall, with 25+ in Oregon and 17 in Washington, 26 Aug-11 Sep; maxima included 13 at N.S.C.B. 26-28 Aug (DDW, TR) and 10 at O.S. 4-11 Sep (MF, SS). Six at Crockett L., Island 28 Aug were in the Puget Trough, where very rare (SM, CB, KA). Recently, the Region has averaged about 6 per year. Twelve Ruffs in Washington and 4 in Oregon was unprecedented; highlights included 4 at O.S. 17-18 Sep (SS, PtS, ph, RS), 2 ads. at P.S.B. 5 Sep (†TA), and a late bird at Bay City, Tillamook 11 Nov (L. Redmond); others were 25 Aug-10 Oct. Only 5 eastside Short-billed Dowitchers were detected, all 4-30 Aug; westside numbers seemed normal. Rare in the Puget Trough, 2 Red Phalaropes visited Edmonds, Snohomish 26 Nov (DD). Offshore numbers of Red and Red-necked
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Washington's seventh Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was also the first cooperative one to appear in the state, and it was enjoyed by many near Moses Lake 10 (here 13) September through 10 October 2004. Its bright rose sides suggested an adult, but its brownish scapulars (and perhaps part of the mantle) indicate an immature. Photograph by Keith Brady.

Phalaropes remained disturbingly low, averaging 5 and 22 per trip, respectively. South Polar Skua numbers remained high, with a seasonal total of 50. Similarly, offshore Pomarine Jaeger counts were above long-term averages, with a peak of 104 off Westport 19 Sep (BT). Two Pomarine Jaegers were in the Puget Trough, where rare: Edmonds, Snohomish 30 Sep (DD) and P.N.P 6 Nov (VN). Rarer yet was e. Washington's 3rd Pomarine Jaeger at Soap L., Grant 3 Oct (†DSc). Additionally, 5 Parasitics appeared on the eastside 22 Aug-19 Sep, and unidentified jaegers were noted 15 Sep and 15 Oct; the eastside has recently averaged about 2 Parasitics per year, mostly during Sep. Equally notable were interior-westside Parasitics at Portland 13 Sep (D. Leal) and F.R.R. 14 Sep (DI). A Long-tailed Jaeger was noted along the Columbia R. at Stevenson, Skamania 21 Aug, where casual (†M. Bartels), and one was in the Puget Trough at P.N.P. 10-11 Sep (VN), where not annual. Offshore, the seasonal total of 59 was mediocre. Twenty-four Franklin's Gulls, an average tally, strayed from their e. Oregon haunts, including 11 in w. Washington, 10 in e. Washington, and 3 in w. Oregon. The lone Little Gull, providing the 3rd record for Washington's outer coast, was a fresh juv. near Tokeland, Pacific 7 Aug (SM, G. Toffic). Two Heermann's Gulls at Hood R. 21 Oct added to eight previous eastside records, all late Sep—early Nov (SJ, CF), while southbound passage at Boiler Bay, Lincoln peaked at 6000 on 17 Oct (PP). Long overdue was Washington's first Black-tailed Gull at North Cove, Pacific 3 Aug-30 Oct (ph. CW). Mew Gulls typically arrive on the eastside during early Oct, so singles at McNary Dam 3 Aug (CC, JC) and Klamath Falls 9 Sep (J. Dunn) were notable, while 6 at Hood R. 19 Nov furnished an exceptional eastside count (SM, IT). Washington's 4th Lesser Black-backed Gull frequented Sun Lakes, Grant 8-16 Oct (ph. DSc, ph. TMu). Three Western Gulls visited Grant and Yakima 14 Oct-26 Nov (DSc, BF, AS); Westerns are rare on the eastside away from Klickitat and the Tri-Cities area. Five Glaucous Gulls, somewhat typical of recent falls, were found 17 Oct+. A goodly 13 Sabine's Gulls visited the eastside 4 Sep-10 Oct, while 3 were in the Puget Trough 11-21 Sep, and 4 were in interior w. Oregon,  the most interesting of which was high in the Cascades at Big L. near Santiam Pass 27 Sep (L. Goodhew). Offshore, the total of 345 was about average. Rare in the Puget Trough, a Black-legged Kittiwake visited Samish I., Skagit 28 Oct (CW), and 2 were at Marrowstone Light, Jefferson 19 Nov (PtS, RS). Good numbers of Elegant Terns appeared on the Oregon coast, with a maximum of 145 at Gold Beach, Curry 6 Sep (DM) and 3 reaching as far n. as Seaside 2 Sep (MP); Washington's sole Elegant was at Edmonds, Snohomish 23 Aug (†DD), providing a very rare Puget Trough record. An Arctic Tern, very rare on the eastside, graced W.W.R.D. 18 Sep (†SM, CB); almost as rare were interior-westside records from Timothy L., Clackamas 1 Sep (N. Wallwork, E. Specht) and Dexter Res., Lane 11 Sept (Michael Miller). Offshore, Antics appeared on only two pelagic trips, totaling merely 20 birds, a poor showing. Eastside Common Tern numbers were record high, with 316 reported from Washington alone, mostly 21 Aug-19 Sep, and highlighted by 66 in e. Klickitat 18 Sep (SJ); this species was formally considered uncommon on the eastside. Has its status changed, or was it previously overlooked? In the Puget Trough, 900 Commons at P.N.P. 21 Sep was unusual (SM). Four Forster's Terns in w. Washington during Sep was above average, and one at John Day Dam 17 Nov was record late for the eastside (M&MLD). Single Black Terns, not annual during fall on the westside, were at Nisqually 23 Aug (S. Nord) and L. Sammamish, King 25-27 Aug (M. Hobbs). Washington's 11th Thick-billed Murre swam off Lime Kiln, San Juan 19 Oct (†W.B. Tyler); all but one of Washington's prior records were Dec—Feb. Washington's 7th Long-billed Murrelet graced Nisqually 27 Aug (†K. Brady, †S. Nord, †JP). An Oregon-record 137 Marbled Murrelets passed Boiler Bay, Lincoln 25 Aug (PP). Now nearly annual, single scrippsi Xantus's Murrelets were off Westport 21 & 28 Aug (BT). Extremely rare inland, 2 Ancient Murrelets frequented Bonneville Dam 6-14 Nov (SJ, CF), and one was found dead at Little Pend Oreille N.W.R., Stevens (ph. L. Langelier). Cassin's Auklets, rare in the Puget Trough, were off Port Townsend 7 Aug (B. McGarry) and P.N.P. 10 Sep (VN). Offshore, Cassin's Auklet numbers continued to rebound, averaging 32 per trip in Aug and Sep, when local breeders are present. The top tally of migrants was 1,000 off Newport 16 Oct (TG). A Tufted Puffin at Yaquina Head, Lincoln 21 Nov was about two months late (A. Heyerly). For the first time since 2001, Snowy Owls appeared in Nov, with singles at Pasco, Franklin 20-22 Nov (C. Swanson) and near Stanwood, Snohomish 26 Nov+ (M. Breece). A Northern Hawk Owl at Salmo Mt., Pend Oreille 1-17 Oct was about the 19th for Washington, the last of which was in 2001 (MH, C. Hedges, ph. TMu). More than the usual number of Northern Pygmy-Owls wandered downslope from their breeding grounds, mid-Oct+; the exact magnitude of the flight was hard to judge but seemed about double normal and weighted more towards the westside. Five Burrowing Owls in w. Oregon 30 Sep+ was above average. A Great Gray Owl, rare on the westside, graced Scott L., Lane 12 Oct (B. Winters). Boreal Owls were in good numbers at traditional sites, including a record 9 at Mt. Salmo 24 Sep (G. Sheridan). Much more unusual were 2 on Mt. Rainier's e. slope at Eatonville (elev. 250 m), Thurston 3 Nov (D. Bailey), plus singles in Lincoln at Mondovi early Oct (fide JA) and Davenport 1 Oct (ph. A. Potter). Washington had only three previous lowland records. A roost of 3,000+ Vaux's Swift at Monroe, Snohomish 20 Sep tied the Washington record (B. Bell); Oregon's peak was a heftier 25,000 at Eugene during mid-Sep (M. Paris). A very late Archilochus hummingbird visited Colville, Stevens 4 Oct (†W. Cur-
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rent), and a Black-chinned, three weeks tardy, was in Spokane 22 Sep (MDC). Continuing their spread into e. Washington, wayward Anna's Hummingbirds were at Spokane 1-5 Oct (MDC), near Gleed, Yakima 9 Nov (M. Knight), and Selah, Yakima 15 Nov (DG). Single Costa's Hummingbirds inhabited Sherwood, Washington 19 Nov+ (C. Sheridan) and North Bend, Coos 23 Nov+ (B. Griffin); Oregon averages about one per fall. A Rufous/Allen's Hummingbird at Selah 13 Nov was the latest Selasphorus ever in e. Washington (M. Strate), the last Rufous having usually departed by early Sep. About six weeks late were single Rufous Hummingbirds at Hillsboro, Washington 14 Nov (D. Manzer) and Astoria, Clatsop 29 Nov (B. Barnett). Rare For w. Washington were 2 Lewis's Woodpeckers at Bass L., Skamania 9 Sep (KK) and one near Porter, Grays Harbor 3-7 Nov (R. Dubois); in w. Oregon, where more numerous, the total of 6 was distinctly subpar. A Williamson's Sapsucker at Duffy L, Linn 16 Aug was just w. of Oregon's Cascade crest, where nearly annual during early fall (E Schrock). A juv. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker visited Hood Park, Walla Walla 7 Oct, precisely where Washington's 4th occurred last winter (†M&MLD); another graced Moses L., Grant 12 Sep (ph. DSc). Other state records have been from winter. A Red-naped Sapsucker near Brookings, Curry 26 Sep was very rare for the outer coast (DM). Hairy Woodpeckers appeared in the Columbia and Great Basins during early Sep, with three-to fourfold normal numbers detected into Oct; they are not annual in the Columbia Basin and are rare in the Great Basin. No movement into the westside was noted. A single Black-backed Woodpecker, rare in sw. Oregon, was at Game L., Curry 28 Oct (J. Rogers, R. Nawa). Northern (Yellow-shafted) Flickers appeared early, starting with a record-early bird at Vantage 12 Sep (SM, CB). Seven Least Flycatchers were detected at Columbia Basin vagrant traps 6-18 Sep, with a maximum of 3 at Washtucna, Adams 6 Sep (SM, BF, M&MLD). A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran Flycatcher at Corvallis 4 Nov was a month late (H. Herlyn). Black Phoebes continued their range expansion with one at Bonanza, Klamath 19 Sep (KS), 11 in the Willamette Valley, and outer records n. to Fiddle Cr., Lane (B. Stotz). Adding to 12 previous w. Washington fall records were single Say's Phoebes at Seattle 30 Aug (ST) and Marymoor Park,

SA - Blue lays burst into the Region 27 Sep+, with 47 in e. Washington, 37 in e. Oregon, and 3 in w. Washington. Washington averages roughly 4 per year and Oregon fewer. Maxima included 15 at Dayton, Columbia 20 Nov (M&MLD), 7 near Pendleton, Umatilla 10 Oct (CC, JC), and 7 in the Grande Ronde valley, Union 12 Oct (Trent Bray). In all likelihood, the final tally of birds in this irruption will exceed the record irruption of 1976-1977, which brought 51 birds to Washington.
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Fall "eastern' vagrants typically appear in Washington from late August through mid-September. Breaking with this trend was this splendid Black-throated Green Warbler at Washtucna 13 and (here) 14 November 2004. The two previous Washington records come from June and July. Photograph by Patrick Sullivan.

King 16 Sep (M. Hobbs); 3 in w. Oregon 27 Oct-24 Nov was subpar. An Ash-throated Flycatcher near Lynden, Whatcom 29 Sep was about the 16th for w. Washington (†P. DeBruyn). Another at Baskett Slough, Polk 13 Nov was n. of normal w. Oregon haunts and about two months late (R. Gerig). Fairly typical of recent falls, 13 Tropical/Couch's Kingbirds were detected 20 Oct+; one at Coupeville, Island 27-28 Nov furnished a very rare Puget Trough record (C. Pearson), and another at Neah Bay, Clallam 27 Nov called somewhat like a Couch's (†BN, J. Mullaly). The maximum was 3 at Seaside 5 Nov (S. Warner). A Western Kingbird near Royal City, Grant 25 Sep was record late for e. Washington (MF), while one at Neah Bay, Clallam 19 Sep was very rare for the outer coast and about six weeks late for w. Washington (N. Ball). Washington's 7th Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and 4th in 15 months, frequented Moses L., Grant 10 Sep-10 Oct (T. Pieper). A Red-eyed Vireo at Naselle, Pacific 3 Oct was record late for Washington and was on the outer coast, where rare (AR). Increased numbers of Steller's Jays wandered downhill from their breeding areas on the eastside, but none travelled far; on the westside, numbers seemed normal. Clark's Nutcrackers were on the move, generally not in large numbers, but certainly at widely scattered locations, with even more in the lowlands than during the fall 1996 irruption. The first strays were 8 at Stacker Butte, Klickitat 4 Sep (BT) and 4 flying over the Columbia R. at Bingen, Klickitat 7 Sep (SJ), followed shortly by one at Malheur 8 Sep (SM, BF, DSc), providing that heavily birded refuge with its First nutcracker in eight years. Other notables included an Oregon record tally of 100+ near Sisters, Deschutes 31 Oct (P. Bernardi, M.A. Sohlstrom), Clark's first at Silver Star Mt. 28 Sep (W. Cady), Whitman's first at Rose Cr. 20 Nov (T&D Weber), one in Seattle 5 Nov (J. Bettesworth), one in Eugene 6 Nov (B. McKenzie), 5 at Mary's Peak, Benton 24 Oct (P. Bailey), and singles on the outer coast at John's River, Grays Harbor Oct (PtS, RS) and Florence, Lane 1 Nov (D. Pettey). A Black-billed Magpie, not annual on the westside, was on Sauvie I. 4 Oct (N. Dietrich). The Dayton, Yamhill roost peaked at 100,000 Barn Swallows 1 Oct (E Schrock). Two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Prineville Res., Crook 4 Sep and another at nearby Powell Butte 3 Sep (CG) continued a recent pattern of records in ctr. Oregon well n. of their traditional Lake and Klamath breeding sites. Rare w. of the Cascades, a Rock Wren was in Seattle 11 Nov (ST). Very rare on the westside, a Canyon Wren was at Table Mt., Skamania 9 Nov (C. Abruzzese). Bewick's Wrens, which had been swarming across the Columbia Basin, seemed to retreat somewhat this summer/fall, excepting one far ne. at Colville, Stevens 15 Sep (MH); records along the e. slope of the Cascades continued to accrue, with 2 at 1,500 m near
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SA - Chickadees, nuthatches, and creepers were among the most conspicuous of this season’s montane invaders. A total of 279 Mountain Chickadees (126 eastside, 153 westside) was reported from Washington's lowlands---at least two- to threefold more than in any previous irruption on record and perhaps fiftyfold normal. Oregon had somewhat smaller numbers, but 28 or more (all 4 Oct+) was still well above average. Presaging this invasion, a Mountain Chickadee appeared at Mary's Peak, Benton 8 Aug (T. & D. Robinson). The real movement into the lowlands began during early Sep, when several appeared at Harney migrant traps, followed shortly by a few in se. Washington during mid-Sep, and then a widespread movement across e. Washington during late Sep. and onto the westside during early Oct. Some decline seemed evident by mid-Nov, but plenty were still present at season's end. Perhaps most remarkable were 30 on the outer coast at Tokeland, Pacific 10 Oct (PtS, RS); the peak non-montane eastside tally was 18 at Potholes S.P., Grant 28 Nov (DSc). Most, if not all, appeared to be of the westernmost race baileyae, which ranges from sw. Yukon and sw. Alberta to California. Much of Washington's Columbia Basin is without Black-capped Chickadees, and unlike their Mountain brethren. Blackcappeds seem disinclined to wander extensively in this Region. Thus, singles at Washtucna, Adams (about 60 km from their nearest breeding location) 25 Sep and 14 Nov were remarkable (BF), Chestnut-backed Chickadees, also mostly sedentary, were found mid-Oct-mid-Nov in Yakima, Chelan, and Walla Walla (AS, DS, MD), just downslope from known breeding locations; one a bit farther afield in Bridgeport furnished Douglas's 2nd record 27 Oct (M. Spencer). Red-breasted Nuthatches abounded. In retrospect, w. Washington numbers (where a fairly common resident) were up as early as Jul. By late Aug, a full-scale irruption was taking place into the Columbia Basin and Great Basin, where this species is usually seen in small numbers (up to 10 at a time) during fall migration. In the Columbia Basin, counts were three-to fivefold higher than normal in late Aug-late Sep, with maxima of 60 at Harrington, Adams and 55 at Sprague L., both 28 Sep (CW). The increase did not seem as great in the Great Basin (DE, CG). Thereafter, numbers dropped, and by November's end were near normal. White breasted Nuthatches also strayed. Despite being close to breeding populations in the Blue Mts., the Walla Walla Valley and Tri-cities had only a handful of records prior to this year, when at least 6 were noted early Oct-mid-Nov (M&MLD, S. Dietert). Similarly unusual was one at Northrup Canyon, Grant 3 Oct (T. Pieper). On the westside, this species is now extremely rare n. of Cowlitz, but 2 frequented Vashon I., King 6-13 Nov (E. Swan), and one graced Port Townsend 13 Nov (J. Andeson, T, LeLievre), the subspecies of these westside vagrants was not determined. Brown Creepers, oft ignored as they are so widespread, appeared at threefold their usual level in the Columbia Basin (DSc), where typically a scarce migrant.

Bumping L., Yakima 13 Aug (CW) and one at Wenatchee, Chelan 25 Aug (DS). Somewhat overdue, Washington's first Northern Wheatear was reported from Nisqually 4 Sep (†D. Flood, †J. McCoy, †P. Koyama) and awaits Washington B.R.C. review. A Swainson's Thrush at Eugene 24 Oct was roughly three weeks late (TM). A Sage Thrasher on the Lummi Flats, Whatcom 30 Nov+ furnished only the 2nd w. Washington fall/winter record (ph. H. Flores). Seven Bohemian Waxwings near Redmond, Deschutes 3 Oct were about six weeks early and somewhat s. of their usual range (I. Samowitz), while Tillamook's first was at Mt. Hebo 6 Nov (W. Gross). Washington's 15th Tennessee Warbler was at Washtucna, Adams 5-6 Sep (†M&MLD, †SM). A tally of 95 Orange-crowned Warblers at Wenatchee Confluence S.P., Chelan 3 Sep was just shy of the Washington record and included a dull celata (SM); the status of celata is poorly known in the Region, but it is likely a scarce migrant. A Nashville Warbler, rare during fall in w. Washington, visited South Prairie, Pierce 3 Oct (CW). Washington's 13th Northern Parula inhabited Ocosta, Grays Harbor 11-21 Aug (TA, †H. Opperman); this bird may have actually summered here. Though annual during spring in Oregon, single parulas at Page Springs, Harney 25 Sep (S. Shunk) and Malheur 27 Sep (JG) were that state's first for fall since 2000. Yellow Warblers on 6 Nov at Skagit W.M.A. (B. Levine) and Florence, Snohomish (SM, DD) were about a month late. A Chestnut-sided Warbler near Burns 26 Sep was roughly Oregon's 47th (DE). Washington's 12th Magnolia Warbler was at Davenport, Lincoln 28 Sep (vt. CW, †JA). Adding to roughly 37 Oregon records, single Magnolias were on the outer coast at Seaside 23 Sep (†MP) and N.S.C.B. 28 Sep (TR); amazingly, there was only one previous coastal record. Washington's 9th Black-throated Blue Warbler was at Davenport 26 Sep (BW, †JA), while 4 in Oregon raised that state's total to about 39: 2 at Malheur 25 Sep were somewhat expected, but one near Bonneville Dam 17 Nov+ (IT, JF) and another in n. Portland 29 Nov (IT) were later than usual and provided Multnomah's first and 2nd records. Three Black-throated Gray Warblers e. of the Washington Cascades during early Sep was thrice the usual total. Washington's 3rd Black-throated Green Warbler visited Washtucna 13-14 Nov (BL, NL, ph. PtS). Oregon's 11th and 12th Blackburnian Warblers were at Tillamook 18 Sep (W. Gross) and Page Springs, Harney 28 Sep (JG, O. Schmidt). Oregon's 14th Prairie Warbler was at Malheur 27 Sep (†AC); all but two prior records were from the outer coast. Palm Warblers are rare away from the outer coast, but this fall 9 were in the Puget Trough, including 3 at P.N.P. 10 Oct (M. Breece), 3 were in the Willamette Valley, and one was on the eastside at Hines, Harney 16 Nov (P. Bowers); coastal numbers were near normal. Only one Blackpoll Warbler was detected: at Seaside 3 Oct (MP). Single Black-and-white Warblers were at Hart Mt., Harney 29 Aug (BS) and Washtucna 4-8 Sep (DSc, BF, RH). Six migrant Northern Waterthrushes were scattered about the Region 17 Aug-28 Oct; though this species breeds in ne. Washington, it is not found annually on migration. A new record for Washington, 135 Common Yellowthroats were near Brady, Grays Harbor 24 Sep (CW), while one below McNary Dam, Umatilla 25 Nov was about six weeks late for the eastside (SJ). Oregon's 9th Canada Warbler frequented Malheur 11-25 Sep (C&M Miller). A Yellow-breasted Chat at Vantage, Kittitas 16 Sep furnished Washington's 2nd latest date ever (TA). Oregon's 17th Summer Tanager visited Fields, Harney 11 Sep (†SM, †BF, DSc). A Western Tanager at Corvallis 28 Nov was about six weeks late (M. Hunter). A Spotted Towhee of the oreganus subspecies at Yakima 13 Nov was only e. Washington's 2nd away from Klickitat (ph. DG). Continuing a peculiar recent trend, American Tree Sparrows have declined precipitously in w. Washington but increased in w. Oregon. Only one was detected in w. Washington, while for the 5th consecutive year one appeared in sw. Oregon, where formerly considered extremely rare, at Floras L., Curry 6 Nov (TR). Single Clay-colored Sparrows at Sun Lakes, Grant 3 Sep (SM) and Windust Park 4 Sep (SM) furnished a normal total for Washington; 6 were in w. Oregon 9 Oct-11 Nov and 3 in e. Oregon 4 Sep-10 Oct. Fall migrant Clay-coloreds have increased dramatically since 1998, with most eastside records occurring during Sep and westside ones during Oct/Nov. A Brewer's Sparrow at Othello, Adams 12-14 Nov was about two month’s late, setting a Washington record (BF). Migrant Savannah Sparrows were unusually abundant, with tallies of 1,000 at Neah Bay, Clallam 19 Sep (N. Ball) and 400 near Brady, Grays Harbor 24 Sep (CW) both exceeding the previous Washington record. Western Washington's 3rd Grasshopper Sparrow, and first for fall, was at Kingston, Kitsap 22 Oct (ph. BSW). A migrant Vesper Sparrow, now noteworthy anywhere in w. Washington, was on Fir I., Skagit 19 Sep (SA), while one at Cape Blanco 1 Nov was about a month late and unexpected for Curry (T. J. Wahl). A Lark Sparrow on Fir I. 4 Sep (R. Merrill) furnished w. Washington's first fall record since 1996. Single Red Fox Sparrows graced Ebey I., Snohomish 2 Oct (vt. SM) and Tenino, Thurston 13-19 Nov (†P. Hicks, B. Sundstrom), adding to 16 prior Washington records. A Washington-record 100 Sooty Fox Sparrows were packed into one square km at the Elwha R. mouth,
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Clallam 3 Oct (SM, ST). Swamp Sparrows showed well, with 11 in Washington 9 Oct+ and 17 in Oregon 25 Sep+, including 8 total on the eastside. A White-crowned Sparrow with black lores (subspecies leucophrys or oriantha) visited the Columbia Hills, Klickitat 18 Oct (SJ, CF); oriantha is a local breeder in both the se. and ne. corners of Washington, while leucophrys is unrecorded in the Region. Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared in above-average numbers, including a Washington-record 350 near Brady, Grays Harbor 20 Sep (KA); a Golden-crowned at Sun Lakes, Grant 23 Aug was record early for e. Washington (DSc). After two falls yielding double-digit numbers, "just" 2 Chestnut-collared Longspurs were found in Oregon, with singles at Cape Ferrelo, Curry 19 Sep (A. Barron) and Hatfield L., Deschutes 3 Oct (Paul Sullivan). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 6 Sep was Washington's 5th for fall (†CW, †BT, B. LaBar); in Oregon, which averages 2 per fall, 8 were found, including 5 at Port Orford, Curry 8 Sep (L. Miller). A Bobolink at Tokeland, Pacific 11 Oct was about the 23rd for w. Washington (D. Coggswell); the 11 previous fall records span 15 Aug-10 Oct. Roughly annual on Oregon's coast, a Bobolink visited Clatsop Spit 20 Sep (MP). A Tricolored Blackbird had returned to Othello by 19 Sep (SM, CB), and up to 5 were present by fall's end (TA, RH). For the 5th consecutive fall/winter, Tricoloreds visited Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark, with 2 imm. males 30 Oct (SM, DD, CW) and one ad. male 20 Nov (SM, DMa). The Portland breeding colony, presumed source of these birds, has "disappeared" since 1998; it seems likely that this small colony is still breeding somewhere nearby. Finally, Walk Walla's lost Tricolored was near College Place 10 Nov (M&MLD). A Yellow -headed Blackbird, rare on the outer coast, visited O.S. 28 Aug (BN). A Rusty Blackbird, approximately Oregons 15th, visited Malheur 4 Oct (DE); Washington, Rusty was near Arlington, Snohomish 26 Nov (G. Monty). Single Common Grackles at Florence Lane 10 Aug (D. Pettey) and Portland 23 Oct (†J. Withgott) added to roughly 35 prior Oregon records. A Great-tailed Grackle at Prospect, Jackson 24 Sep furnished the Region’s first fall record since 1999 (N. Barrett). Washington’s 2nd Orchard Oriole was at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 20 Sep (†KA); the previous record was from Dec 1991. A Bullock's Oriole, rare for the outer coast and about two months late, was at Astoria, Clatsop 17 Nov (MP). A Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, not annual in westside lowlands, was at Marrowstone Pt., Jefferson 28 Nov+ (T. Schooley). Pine Grosbeaks were definitely on the move. Twenty-six were found at eight w. Washington lowland sites, mostly 31 Oct+. In the Columbia Basin, one was at Richland, Benton 17 Nov (NL), while in the w. Cascade Foothills 20 were at Table Mt., Skamania 9 Nov (C. Abruzzese); these are all Washington locations at which the species is very rare. In Oregon, 6 near Prairie City, Grant 23 Nov were quite far south (W. Bowers), while 30 at LaGrande, Union was a goodly count for Oregon (Trent Bray). Purple Finch numbers were up in w. Washington, highlighted by 85 at Skagit W.M.A. 28 Oct (CW). Only one was found e. of its normal range, at Vantage, Kittitas 19 Sep (SM, CB). No unusual movement of Cassin's Finches was noted. Westside Red Crossbill numbers seemed fairly typical in Washington but were distinctly up in Oregon, especially on the outer coast; a few more than normal wandered into the Columbia Basin, and elevated numbers were also reported from e. Oregon. The fall was fairly typical for White-winged Crossbills, with four sightings of up to 10 birds scattered across the Cascades and ne. Washington. Common Redpoll and Pine Siskin numbers seemed mundane throughout Washington, but Pine Siskins were more numerous than normal in Oregon. Evening Grosbeaks made no news in Oregon, but in Washington, they were widespread in small numbers throughout the westside from late Aug into mid-Nov, and a few individuals wandered into the Columbia Basin—overall, the best numbers in about a decade. Finally, 930 House Sparrows were counted in a half-acre feedlot near Othello 5 Sep, perhaps a record concentration for this oft-ignored species (SM, BF).
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The Winter Season, 2004-2005

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons and Bill Tweit
Headlines were dominated by waterfowl and larids, with a strong Siberian flavor. A scattering of vagrant warblers, bunches of beached Horned Puffins, and lingering montane invaders were also recorded. The continued increase in semi-hardy and even non-hardy species, an ongoing theme in recent winter seasons, has become so routine as to escape attention, or nearly so. An entire suite of shorebirds, formerly very rare on the eastside, has become annual winterers. Species such as Sora, Lesser Yellowlegs, and Western Tanager, once accidental, are now regular winter visitors to Washington, and Barn Swallow "spring" migration begins in late January. Red-shouldered Hawks, Anna's Hummingbirds, Eurasian Collared-Doves, Black Phoebes, and Western Scrub-Jays continue their expansion northward and eastward. As Mlodinow's wife quipped: "We won't have to retire to California, California will retire to us." Indeed, this winter's weather was almost California-like. December averaged about 5° F above normal. January and February both had "average" temperatures, but this is deceiving, because the lack of cloud cover led to remarkable daytime highs as witnessed by 64° F in Olympia on 18 January and 68° F in Astoria on 23 February. December and January's precipitation was about 75% of normal, and February's was only about 30% of normal.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH RAILS
Yellow-billed Loons again were present in good numbers, with 5 in Washington and 3 in Oregon. Most unusual, 13 Pacific Loons lingered on the eastside into early Jan, and one at Brewster, Douglas 15 Feb provided a very rare late-winter eastside record (R. Koppendrayer). A tally of 122 Eared Grebes at Birch Bay, Whatcom 5 Feb was w. Washington's 2nd highest ever (SM, JB, CCx). Clark's Grebe numbers were above average, with 6 each in w. Washington and w. Oregon. There were two pelagic trips, 2 Jan off Newport and 19 Feb off Westport, both yielding low numbers of usual winter tubenoses: there were no albatrosses and only 64 Northern Fulmars in total (BT, GG). A Pink-footed Shearwater, extremely rare during winter, was at Cape Meares, Tillamook 18 Dec (PP). A Sooty/Short-tailed Shearwater passed Anacortes, Skagit 2 Jan (H. Armstrong); both species are rare in the Puget Trough, especially at such a late date. Manx Shearwaters 67 km and 30 km off Westport 19 Feb provided the Region's first winter records (D. Ward, B. Shelmerdine, †SM). A Leach's Storm-Petrel, very rare in winter, visited 0.5. 4 Dec (PtS, RS). Per usual, several American White Pelicans were found on the westside, with singles at Bellingham 17 Dec (G. Bletsch, B. Kuntz) and Kirkland, King 10 Jan (C. Park, MFM). There were 5 Brown Pelicans this winter, including an extremely rare late-winter bird near Florence, Lane 20 Feb (S. Wright). A count of 1,000 Double-crested Cormorants at F.R.R. 12 Jan far exceeded any prior Willamette Valley winter tally (S. McDonald). For the 6th consecutive winter, Great Egrets visited e. Washington, with 11 along Hanford Reach, Benton 3 Feb (H. Newsome) and one near Union Gap, Yakima 28 Jan (M. Roper). Another was in e. Oregon at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 17 Dec (C&MM); e. Washington had its first winter record merely 16 years ago. Equally inconceivable a decade ago would have been the 145 Greats at Ridgefield 6 Dec (JE). Thirteen Cattle Egrets were scattered among four Washington and two Oregon locations into early Jan, the best winter tally in more than
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 a decade. Turkey Vultures, very rare in Washington before mid-Feb, flew over Poulsbo, Kitsap 15 Dec (BSW) and Longview, Cowlitz 8 Jan (Mark Miller).
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This Giant Canada Goose (subspecies maxima) was Washington's first record of a non-introduced Individual; it was photographed in Yakima 4 December 2004. Another was seen in Walla Walla County later during the winter, and there is evidence that this subspecies may be a regular-but-rare migrant in the state's eastern half. Photograph by Denny Granstrand

The season's sole Emperor Goose wintered at Creswell, Lane (DDW). A Blue Goose at Fir I., Skagit 2 Feb (BS) and 2 others in Skagit/Snohomish 5-27 Feb (E. Casey, SM, DP) added to about 20 prior Washington records. A Snow Goose x Ross's Goose hybrid visited the Kent Ponds, King late Dec—early Jan (G. Toffic, DD, KA). Ross's Geese had another good winter, with 14 in Oregon and 3 in Washington, including a gaggle of 10 at Sauvie I. 25 Feb (DMa, IT). Three interior westside Brant, all from the Willamette Valley, was fairly typical. A congregation of 1,515 Trumpeter Swans near Clear L., Skagit 15 Feb eclipsed previous Regional tallies (SM, JB, J. Starfire); just 30 years ago, only 100 wintered in all of w. Washington (A.B. 29: 731). Echoing this increase, the Airlie, Polk Trumpeter Swan flock grew to an Oregon record 54 birds (J. Geier). Washington's 2nd Bewick's Swan returned to Fir I., Skagit 13-16 Jan (†SM), and what appeared to be a different individual was near Allen, Skagit 5 Feb (CCx, vt. SM, ph.

SA - The recent Spilt of Canada and Cackling Goose dramatically increased interest in "white-cheeked geese” Observers went beyond identification to species and often reported subspecies of both Canada and Cackling Geese. This has already caused much confusion, but in the long term, such careful attention promises to shed much light Single maxima Canada Geese near Yakima 4 Dec (ph. DG) and Ice Harbor Dam, Walla Walla 15 Jan (†DG) provided Washington's first records since a failed introduction program in the early 1970s. Though kept in captivity, this species has potential as a genuine vagrant; indeed, an observant hunter harvested 11 very large Canada Geese in the Columbia Basin between 1985 and 2001, mostly from family group numbering up to 6 birds (DSc). Details noted on these birds strongly suggest they were maxima, and this race may wed be a somewhat regular vagrant to e. Washington. A collection of 215+ occidentalis Canada Geese at Brady, Grays Harbor 19 Feb was quite unusual n. of Willapa Bay and were probably migrants (SM). Seven fulva Canada Geese, rarely reported in Washington, over-wintered again at Warm Beach, Snohomish (SM). Surprising were 2 apparent nominate-race Cackling Geese, which would be the Region's first, at Brady 19 Feb (vt SM); the identification was supported by several outside sources (P. Bannon, B. Deuel, CCx). Finally, the Cackling Goose race minima have been variously labeled “rare” and "uncommon” on the eastside. This winter, 17 were recorded in Grant and Yakima, with a maximum of b at Selah, Yakima 15 Dec (DSc, DG).

JB). The Whooper Swan that wintered the past two years on the California side of Stateline Rd., Klamath/Siskiyou made a rare Oregon appearance 27 Feb (C. Kisling). A Falcated Duck at Coburg, Lane 2 Jan+ may have been the bird seen last winter at F.R.R., which was Oregon's first (D. Stone). Another Falcated appeared at the Samish Flats, Skagit 27 Feb, exactly where Washington's 3rd had been found three years ago (†DP). A Gadwall x Mallard hybrid was also present 18 Dec-18 Jan at the Kent Ponds (vt. SM, ph. KB). Eleven eastside Eurasian Wigeons was better than average. A swarm of 90,000 Mallards near Edison, Skagit 15 Feb was exceptional for the westside (SM, JB, J. Starfire) and highlighted a shift of dabblers from eastside to west over the last few years (BF). A Mallard x Northern Pintail, nearly annual in the Region, visited Crockett L., Island 12 Dec (DD, SM), and another wintered at Wenatchee/E. Wenatchee (D. Beaudette). Wintering Cinnamon Teal are increasing, as evidenced by an Oregon seasonal record 70 wintering at Svenson Clatsop (MP, D. Bailey). The star of the Kent Pond waterfowl extravaganza was a Baikal Teal 12 Dec-1 Feb (vt. CW, ph. KB). Washington had two previous reports of this species, one likely valid (Dungeness, Jan 1920) and one likely not (Anacortes, Jun 1979). Importantly, Alaska has enjoyed a surge of Baikal Teal, with 7 in the Aleutians over the last three falls/winters (D. Gibson), paralleling a dramatic rebound in this species' world population (Delaney and Scott 2002, Waterbird Population Estimates). An exceptional 16 Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal were detected, including a rare eastside bird at Moses L., Grant 10-21 Jan (ph. DSc). Equally impressive were 10 Common Teal x American Green-winged Teal hybrids, including one on at Moses L. 10 Jan (DSc). A Washington record 3,900 Greater Scaup rested on the Columbia R. at Priest Rapids Pool, Grant/Kittitas 4 Dec (SM, BF, ST), and 6,790 scaup were counted there via aerial survey 13 Dec (RH, J. Tabor); assuming a similar proportion of Greaters, that flock contained over 6,000. The total number of Greater Scaup wintering along the Columbia R. likely exceeds 12,000, or about 2.5% of the North American population. This is even more amazing when one considers that as recently as 1984-1985, an eastside tally of 150 Greater Scaup was noteworthy (A.B. 39: 189). The Tufted Duck x scaup hybrid returned to the Columbia R. near near Mary-hill, Klickitat 1-5 Jan (AS, ES, SJ). Three Tufted Ducks this winter included eastside singles at Potholes Res., Grant 13 Feb (ph. DSc) and Vantage, Kittitas 20 Feb+ (ph. DG); there are nine previous e. Washington records. Harlequin Ducks, very rare e. of the Cascades, were near Vantage, Kittitas 20-25 Feb (DG) and McNary Dam 18-21 Feb (CC, JC). Surf and White-winged Scoters are very rare in winter on the eastside. A White-winged was at Vantage 5 Dec (SS, MF), and a Surf was at Pelton Dam, Jefferson 28 Dec (M. Roening). A Surf Scoter, rare in the Willamette Valley, visited Corvallis 10 Jan Q. Simmons). Long-tailed Ducks again showed well on the eastside, with 7 detected; much more surprising was one high in the Cascades at Trail Creek Res., Linn 11 Dec (C&MM). A Bufflehead x goldeneye hybrid returned for its 4th consecutive winter to Wenatchee, Chelan (EH), while an equally unusual Barrow's Goldeneye x Common Goldeneye hybrid graced Kingston, Kitsap 15 Jan (M. Hobbs, B. Bell). A single Barrow's Goldeneye spent its 4th consecutive winter at Willamina, Yamhill, where quite rare (Q. Nice). A stunning 10,000 California Quail were tallied in Burns 26 Dec (fide HN). Three Osprey, very rare during winter in Washington, were found on the westside in Feb. Red-shouldered Hawks are becoming regular during winter in e. Oregon, where singles visited Powell Butte, Crook 22-26 Jan (CG) and Terrebonne, Deschutes 26 Feb (KO); 3 in sw. Washington was typical of recent years. Washington's 3rd winter Swainson's Hawk was near Eltopia, Franklin 18
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Feb (BF); the 2nd was last year in nearby Benton. Two Ferruginous Hawks near Ewan, Whitman 12 Feb were about three weeks early (G. Sheridan), while one found dead at Baskett Slough, Polk 27 Feb yielded a very rare westside record (RG, B. Tice). Ten Washington and 2 Oregon Gyrfalcons was about average, but one wintering as far s. as N.S.C.B. was rather unusual (TR), and one at Owyhee Res. 12 Jan was Malheur's first (C. Weisse). W. Washington had but one Prairie Falcon, and numbers were subpar in w. Oregon as well. For the 4th consecutive winter, Soras were detected in w. Washington, with singles at Kirkland, King 27 Jan (MFM) and Belfair, Pierce 19 Feb (K. & S. Graham); much rarer was one in e. Washington at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 19 Dec (D. Brown).

SHOREBIRDS THROU6H WOODPECKERS
Pacific Golden-Plovers, not annual during winter, visited F.R.R. 2 Jan (DI, NS), Tillamook Bay 21 Feb (E. Scattaregia), and, for the 4th consecutive year, wintered at Tangent, Linn (RG). Fifty Snowy Plovers were counted on Midway Beach, Pacific 31 Jan, tying the Washington record set last winter at the same location (CW); also notable were 38 at Siltcoos Beach, Lane 1 Feb (D. Lauten, K. Castelein). A Washington winter record 100 Semipalmated Plovers gathered at O.S. 3 Feb (DD). Washington's 4th Mountain Plover visited Oysterville, Pacific 24-27 Feb (ph. K. Brennan, †J. Buchanan); most Regional records have been Nov-Feb from the outer coast. Washington's 2nd winter American Avocet was at Blaine, Whatcom 5 Jan (J.A. & H. MacKenzie). A Lesser Yellowlegs visited Stanwood, Snohomish 8 Jan (SM), making it five consecutive winters for Washington, which had only one record during the 1990s; in Oregon, where more regular, 2 overwintered at F.R.R. (LM, DI). Marbled Godwits are increasing Region wide. An Oregon winter-record 64 were at Coos Bay 19 Dec (TR). Rare away from the outer coast during winter, 4 Marbled Godwits wintered at Port Susan Bay, Snohomish (SM, TA), while 2 others visited Port Townsend 16 Dec (R. Sikes). A Spotted Sandpiper inhabited Bennington L., Walla Walla 2-12 Dec (M&MLD) and Bingen, Klickitat 4 Jan (SJ); formerly considered casual during winter on the eastside, they have been recorded there four of the last five winters. Least Sandpipers are also increasing as eastside winterers; this year, 18+ were found, with a maximum of 7 at W.W.R.D. 31 Dec (SM, BE CB); on the westside, 300 at Westport 31 Jan set a Washington winter record (CW), and nearly as unusual were 300 at F.R.R. 5 Jan (LM). Dunlin now also winter annually on the eastside, but this winter's maximum of 30 at Moses L., Grant 2 Jan was poor by recent standards (DSc). Two Long-billed Dowitchers, a species still not annual e. of the Cascades, were at Moses L. 10 Dec-2 Jan (DSc). Seven Pomarine Jaegers off Westport 19 Feb provided a high count for midwinter (BT). Washington's 9th winter Franklin's Gull appeared near Carnation, King 6 Jan (EH). A tally of 18 Mew Gulls at Hood R. 9 Jan likely set an eastside record (SJ). Exceptional eastside winter concentrations of California Gulls included 620 at Lower Monumental Dam 22 Jan (M&MLD) and 525 at McNary Dam 31 Dec (SM, BF, CB). There were four Iceland Gulls this winter in Washington, bringing that state's total to 13! Singles visited Renton, King 8 Dec (vt. S. Pink, †DD, J. Flynn), Tacoma 23 Dec (†SM, DD), W.W.R.D. 31 Dec (vt. SM, BE CB), and the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 8 Feb (†BS, B. Mulrooney); the Clallam bird looked like a classic ad. of the nominate race—can Kumlien's ever be such an exact match? The W.W.R.D. Lesser Black-backed Gull returned for its 5th consecutive winter 6 Feb (M&MLD). Single Slaty-backed Gulls at Renton 11 Dec (vt. SM, ph. JB, †KA) and Port Gardner Bay, Snohomish 18 Dec (†DD) added to six prior Washington records, all but one of which was 30 Dec-11 Mar. The Western Gull at Moses L., Grant lingered through 4 Dec (DSc). Glaucous Gull numbers continue to rebound, with 22 in Washington and 12 in Oregon. The count of 221 Black-legged Kittiwakes off Westport 19 Feb was above normal (BT), but only 4 were off Newport 2 Jan (GG). Washington's 6th Red-legged Kittiwake flew past Ft. Canby S.P., Pacific 10 Jan (†T. Guy).
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Washington's fourth Mountain Plover was found 24 (here 26) February 2005 near Oysterville by Kirsten Brennan while she was surveying shorebirds on Willapa Bay. Surprisingly, most of the Region's records are from November through February on the outer coast. Photograph by Aaron Martin.

The assemblage of 128,000 Common Murres at Cape Meares, Tillamook 18 Dec was among the largest ever during winter (PP). Washington's 12th Thick-billed Murre flew past Port Townsend 23 Dec (†S. Mills); after a 12-year hiatus, Washington has had 4 Thick-billeds in the past three years. A stunning 2,460 Ancient Murrelets were counted between Protection I. and Dungeness Spit, Clallam 20 Dec (CW, BLB). Perhaps related to the Horned Puffin influx, a Parakeet Auklet was inshore at Tillamook Bay 21 Feb (†M. Scattaregia, C. & A. Hinkle); there are only about 20 records from Oregon during the past 30 years, mostly of beached dead birds. From early Jan onward, dozens of dead and dying Horned Puffins appeared on Oregon beaches. Apparently healthy birds were at Fogarty Creek S.P., Lincoln 12 Jan (R. Bjerre) and near Florence, Lane 25 Jan (P. Sherrell) and 20 Feb (DI, J. Brown); oddly, only one appeared in Washington, a dead bird near Surfside, Pacific 24 Jan (L. Bierma, S. Clark). The cause of this influx remains mysterious, and excess mortality was not noted in other alcids.

SA - The Puget Sound region is infamous for its hybrid gulls; nonetheless, they have received little scrutiny. Glaucous-winged Gulls are the dominant large gull there. Herring and Western Gulls are typically scarce. Indeed “pure” Glaucous-wingeds outnumber “pure” Westerns by about 500:1. On 8 Feb, a careful examination of 1,500-2,000 large gulls in Renton, King revealed that apparent hybrids or backcrosses constituted 25% of the flock, including 10% Glaucous-winged Gull x Herring Gull, 10% Glaucous-winged Gull x Western Gull, and another 5% that defied labeling (CCx). A similar survey in Tacoma 21 Feb consisted of approximately 20% apparent hybrids, but Glaucous-winged Gull x Western Gull hybrids clearly predominated (CCx, JB, SM, DD). To what degree these proportions apply elsewhere in the Puget Trough is unknown. Otherwise, a few Glaucous-winged Gull x Glaucous Gull hybrids were detected in w. Washington, and a rare Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull hybrid visited Renton 8 Feb (CCx), Elsewhere, the eastside’s first Glaucous-winged Gull x Herring Gull hybrid was near Cold Springs, Umatilla 31 Dec (SM, BF, CB); the lack of earlier records was most likely due to lack of observer attention to large gulls there.

The Eurasian Collared-Dove takeover of Oregon continued, with 2 wintering at Pilot Rock, Umatilla (CC) and singles at Tigard, Washington 13 Feb (J. Wrinn) and Merrill, Klamath 24 Feb (J. Van Moorhen). Ten Snowy Owls was fairly typical for a non-invasion year, with a peak of 5 near Moses L., Grant 27 Dec (DSc). Oregon's 3rd Northern Hawk Owl, and first in 22 years, was near
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Oregon's third Northern Hawk Owl, a most cooperative bird, spent much of the winter near Bend, Deschutes County, delighting throngs of Oregonians (and a few folks from Washington and California as well). This image was taken on 23 February 2005. The last Oregon record was in 1983. Photograph by Steve Berliner

Bend 3 Feb+ (C. Vaughn). Single Burrowing Owls near Othello, Adams 7 Jan (BF) and W. Richland, Benton 23 Jan (T. Clarke) were the only ones detected in e. Washington, while 5 in w. Oregon was better than average. Rare in e. Washington away from Klickitat, an Anna's Hummingbird wintered in Cowiche Canyon, Yakima (DG). Five Costa's Hummingbirds visited Oregon; of Oregon's approximately 20 winter records, nine were during the last two years. A Rufous/Allen's Hummingbird visited Seattle 11 Dec (D. Harville), and 4 more were noted in w. Oregon during Dec/Jan; mid-winter Selasphorus are casual in Washington and very rare in Oregon. Single Rufous Hummingbirds at Dungeness, Clallam 30 Jan (K. Wiersma) and Ocean Park, Pacific 31 Jan were six weeks early (fide MP) and were followed by 6 more scattered through w. Washington in mid-Feb (fide MP). Williamson Sapsuckers, very rare during winter, were at Walla Walla mid-Nov-19 Jan (M&MLD), Kennewick, Benton 28 Jan-1 Feb (DR), and Klamath Falls 8 Jan+ (J. Van Moorhen). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, now virtually annual in Oregon, was at John Day, Grant 4 Nov-4 Jan (ph. C. & M. O'Leary). Rare w. of the Cascades, a Red-naped Sapsucker visited Silverton, Marion 6 Jan (J. Reid). Three Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found e. of the Cascades, where barely annual, including one far e. in N. Richland, Benton 24 Feb (M. Lilga).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
[bookmark: _GoBack]Washington's first winter Empidonax was a Least Flycatcher at Kent, King 5 Jan (†KA); the Region's previous winter record was from Tillamook in Dec 1992. Washington's 7th Black Phoebe was at Vancouver L., Clark 12-21 Feb (K. Perrilo, ph. E. Bjorkman); most of Washington's records have been from the sw. during winter. This species continues to expand its range in w. Oregon, where singles wintered as far n. as Yamhill and Polk. More than 10 Say's Phoebes lingered into Dec and Jan on the eastside, at least double the norm, while one at Kent 6 Dec+ furnished only the 4th true winter record for w. Washington (CW); in w. Oregon, 4 Say's was fairly typical. A Tropical Kingbird lingered in Astoria through 17 Dec (MP); there are only seven prior winter records, five of which came from the preceding four years. A Hutton's Vireo near Walla Walla 18-22 Dec furnished Washington's easternmost record (ph. M&MLD). Loggerhead Shrikes were unusually prevalent in e. Washington, with at least 8 detected, more than twice the norm; the only westside bird was near Lebanon, Linn 29 Dec (RG). After their strong showing this fall, Blue Jays remained numerous, with 37 in Washington and 17 in Oregon, including maxima of 7 at Cheney, Whitman 29 Dec (M. Moskwik) and 5 at Pullman, Whitman 28 Feb (D&TW); surprisingly, only 3 were detected on the westside. In Washington, flocks of 30 Clark's Nutcrackers at Kettle Falls, Ferry 13 Dec (L. Dubbels) and 60 at Rose Cr., Whitman 29 Jan (D&TW) were away from their normal haunts. In w. Oregon, wayward nutcrackers were at Brownsmead, Clatsop 5 Dec (MP) and St. Helens, Columbia 6 Dec (I. Larson). A long-staying Black-billed Magpie, very rare on the westside, wintered at Monmouth, Polk (RG). Two Tree Swallows near Tenino, Thurston 1 Jan provided a very rare mid-winter Washington record (BS); even rarer were up to 30 at F.R.R. 22 Dec-2 Jan (D. Arendt, LM). Prior to 2001, Barn Swallows were rare winter visitors, mainly in Dec. During the ensuing three years, there were early to mid-Jan incursions involving dozens of birds. This winter, Barn Swallows were present throughout the season, with Washington totals of 66 in Dec, 58 in Jan, and 148 in Feb; maxima included 50 at Vancouver L., Clark 21 Feb (J. Gatchet) and 45 at Tennant L., Whatcom 5 Feb (H. Flores). On the eastside, 3 were in Washington and 4 were in Oregon; e. Washington had only two winter records prior to 2003. Two Black-capped Chickadees made a most unusual mid-Columbia Basin appearance at Potholes S.P., Grant 1 Jan+ (SM, RH, DSc, BF, BSc). The Mountain Chickadee irruption quickly subsided in Dec, though a few remained in the lowlands through the season, with a maximum of 20 at Potholes 6 Feb (G. Sheridan). Two Chestnut-backeds there 1 Jan+ were a first for Grant (RH, BSc, BF DSc, SM), while 2 Chestnut-backeds at Bridgeport 12-13 Feb were the 3rd and 4th for Douglas (PtS, RS). At least 4 White-breasted Nuthatches lingered in the Tri-Cities/Walla Walla area, where they are normally very rare, and the 2 on Vashon I. remained until mid-Feb (E. Swan). Three Rock Wrens, rare on the outer coast, were at Port Orford, Curry 22 Dec, with at least one wintering (L. Miller). As has become the case with other semi-hardy eastside birds, an unusual number of Western Bluebirds lingered into Jan, including 15 near Lyle, Klickitat 9 Jan (AS, ES) and a Washington winter-record 24, near Dixie, Walla Walla 25 Dec (M&MLD). Western North America's first Redwing graced Olympia 21 Dec+ (G. Revelas); Redwings breed into e, Siberia and have a strong westerly component to their fall migration, making them a prime candidate for vagrancy to w. North America via 180° mis-orientation. The Region's 3rd winter Gray Catbird visited Lost Creek Res., Jackson 4-6 Dec (N. Barrett, J. Houle); catbirds are extremely rare on the westside at any season. The Sage Thrasher at Lummi Flats, Whatcom lingered until 13 Dec, providing Washington's 3rd winter record U. Duemmel). Remarkably, a Northern Mockingbird at Edmonds, Snohomish 28-29 Dec yielded the season's sole sighting (A. Winskie). As American Pipits are rare during winter in e. Washington, a tally of 30 near Walla Walla 12 Dec was noteworthy (M&MLD), but even more so was a Washington winter record 250 near Wishram, Klickitat 9 Jan (AS, ES). No longer annual on the westside, 4 Bohemian Waxwings visited Seattle 26 Dec (EH). Now virtually annual during winter, a
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Nashville Warbler visited Eugene 14 Dec (NS). Washington's 2nd Cape May Warbler graced a Spokane feeder early Jan+ (†C. McCormack, ph. T. Munson, ph. G. MacDonald), 30 years after the first was recorded in Bellingham. The Black-throated Blue Warbler near Bonneville Dam, Multnomah lingered until at least 27 Dec (SJ), and another attended a Portland feeder 8 Jan+ (S. Sterne), furnishing Oregon's 3rd and 4th winter records. Not annual during winter, single Black-throated Gray Warblers visited Vancouver, Clark 28 Dec (S. Hagen) and Tillamook 18 Dec (fide O. Schmidt). A Yellow-throated Warbler at Seaside, Clatsop 29 Jan+ (S. Warner) was the Region's 2nd to winter and Oregon's 6th overall. Rare away from the outer coast, a Palm Warbler lingered through 22 Jan at Edmonds, Snohomish (DD) and another visited Skagit W.M.A. 2 Feb (TA); 22 on the Port Orford C.B.C. 26 Dec set an Oregon C.B.C. record (fide J. Rogers). Very rare during winter, a Black-and-white Warbler appeared in Richland, Benton 1 Jan (†R. Johnson); there are approximately 45 Washington records. Washington's 2nd winter MacGillivray's Warbler appeared near Bayview, Skagit 2 Jan (†K. Kemper). Common Yellowthroats, not annual after Dec in Washington were at Skagit W.M.A. (SS, MF) and Seattle, both to Jan (J. Bragg); only 3 were reported this winter from Oregon. Single Single Wilson's Warblers at Lyon's Ferry, Franklin 4 Dec (M&MLD) and Bridgeport, Douglas 11 Dec (M. Spencer) yielded e. Washington's first winter Westside Wilson's included individuals Edison, Skagit 2 Jan (P. DeBruyn, G, Walker) and N. Portland 11 Dec-2 Jan (J. Rakestraw); of Washington's 19 winter records, 12 were from the last seven years. A Western Tanager at Richland, Benton 9 Dec furnished e. Washington's 2nd winter record (BW, NL), while in w. Oregon, singles visited McMinnville, Yamhill 9-25 Dec (F. Schrock), Salem 16 Feb (P. Swenson), and Milwaukee, Clackamas throughout the winter (D. Hopp); Oregon had but six prior winter records and Washington 10. An American Tree Sparrow, rare in w Oregon, stopped at Baskett Slough, Polk 13 Dec (RG). Four Chipping Sparrow: rare during winter in Oregon, were at Baskett Slough 2 Jan (RG). Single Clay-colored Sparrows at Finley N.W.R., Benton 23 Jan (R. Robb) and near Snohomish 31 Jan-8 Feb (CCx) were the only ones detected. Fifteen Savannah Sparrows at Columbia N.W.R., Grant 4 Feb highlighted an excellent winter for this species on the eastside (RH). A Red Fox Sparrow at Nisqually, Thurston 4 Feb added to about 17 prior Washington records (†B. Shelmerdine); almost as rare was one at Corvallis 31 Jan (HH). Three Slate-colored Fox Sparrows in w. Washington added to the evidence that they winter annually in the Region. Utterly unexpected was a Thick-billed Fox Sparrow of one of the larger-billed races (i.e., not fulva) near Snohomish 26-28 Feb (†SM, DD); as this subspecies group migrates early, this bird may have been a "spring overshoot" rather than a winterer. Sixteen Swamp Sparrows was better than average for Washington and included 2 in e. Washington, where now annual. Harris's Sparrow numbers were up a tad, with 8 on the westside and 13 on the east. Slate-colored Juncos were unusually prevalent, with record tallies of 7 (plus 2 cismontanus) at Wahluke Slope, Franklin 4 Dec (SM, BF, ST) and 6 on the Lummi Flats, Whatcom 14 Jan (CW). Oregon's 8th record of McCown's Longspur was provided by one at Lower Klamath N.W.R. 1 Jan-15 Feb (J. Fairchild, C&MM); all but two of Oregon's records are from Klamath. Single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks lingered at Newport, Lincoln through 12 Dec (L. Osis) and Coos Bay through 19 Dec (L. Topits), while another visited Cape Meares, Tillamook 28 Dec (M. Tweelinckx); there were approximately seven previous Oregon winter records. Equally rare during winter, a Black-headed Grosbeak graced Roseburg, Douglas 2 Feb (D. Worsley). The feedlots at Othello, Adams provided record tallies of 15,000 Red-winged and 3,000 Yellow-headed Blackbirds 8 Jan (RH) and 800 Brown-headed Cowbirds 20 Feb (BF), plus a near-record 69 Tricolored Blackbirds 21 Feb (BF); these were not just winter records, but top counts for any time of year, demonstrating the importance of feedlots and dairies to wintering blackbirds throughout the Region. A Tricolored near Sundale 11 Feb was Klickitat's 2nd (†SJ, †D. Gadway, C. Flick). Per usual, single Rusty Blackbirds were near Conway, Skagit 1-29 Jan (R. Merrill) and in Kittitas 28 Jan (S. Dowries). A tally of 375 Brown-headed Cowbirds near Sylvana, Snohomish 27 Feb furnished a w. Washington winter record (SM); this species' winter numbers are rapidly increasing. This winter's Bullock's Oriole lingered through 21 Dec at Astoria, Clatsop (MP). A swarm of 3,000 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches was near Heppner, Morrow 8 Jan (CC, JC). Not annual w. of the Cascades, a Gray-crowned remained at Marrowstone Pt., Jefferson throgh 4 Dec (BN), and one visited the Lummi Flats, Whatcom 1 Dec (W. Weber). More Purple Finches than normal wandered into the Columbia Basin, with a maximum of 7 at Selah, Yakima 18 Dec (D. Brown). Pine Grosbeaks pushed far s. and w. of their usual Oregon haunts. Flocks of 15+ at Santiam Pass in the Cascades 1 Jan (D. Tracy) and near Paulina, Deschutes 4 Feb (M. Feiger) were at locations where this species is quite rare, and 6 at Hart Mt., Lake 19 Dec were at a spot where the species is not detected annually (C&MM). Common Redpoll numbers were up, with 915 in n.-cen. Okanogan in late Dec (K. Kemper) and 65 at Newhalem, Skagit 17 Dec (G. Bletsch, B. Kuntz), providing eastside and westside maxima, respectively; the most southerly was one at Burns, Harney 24 Dec (J. Carlson). A Washington record 150 Lesser Goldfinches were along Cherry Orchard Trail, Klickitat 9 Jan (AS, ES).

Addenda & corrigenda: Washington's first Blue Goose was found at University of Washington's Burke Museum, having been collected in Bothell, King 9 Sep 1936; it also furnishes the earliest fall record. The hybrid goose that appeared in N.A.B. 58: 423 was erroneously identified as a Greater White-fronted Goose x Canada Goose. More detailed evaluations by authorities led to three suggestions: Emperor x Cackling/Canada, Snow x Cackling/Canada, and Snow x Greater White-fronted (B. Deuel, H. Lehto, M. O’Brien. M. Ogilvie, D. Sibley). The orange legs and pink-and-black mottled bill made Emperor Goose x Cackling/Canada Goose the leading candidate, and Emperor B. x. h. minima is a hybrid known to have occurred in the wild. A male Costa's Hummingbird x Anna's Hummingbird hybrid appeared in Bend, Deschutes 12 May 2004 (T. Janzen, DMa, J. Withgott). Outside review of the Red Fox Sparrow reported near Monroe 14 Feb-4 Mar 2004 revealed that it was erroneously identified, and the bird was most likely an integrade between Red Fox Sparrow and Sooty Fox Sparrow, a cross that is not rare in parts of s. Alaska (T. Tobish).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Tom Aversa (Washington), Jessie Barry, Casey Beachell, Keith Brady, Wilson Cady, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Cameron Cox (CCx), Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark) Bob Flores, Chuck Gates (Crook), Greg Gillson, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston, Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Mandell (DMa), Mary Francis Mathis (MFM), Larry McQueen. Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig & Marilyn Miller, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Kimdel Owen, Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Dennis Paulson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos), Steven Schlick, Barbara Schonewald (BSc), Doug Schonewald (DSc), Andy & Ellen Stepniewski, Noah Strycker, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, Bob Sundstrom, Sam Terry, Iain Tomlinson, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Brad Wagonner (BSW), Diane & Tom Weber, Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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Spring Migration, 2005

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow and David Irons
After the warm dry winter, March delivered normal precipitation and slightly cooler-than-average temperatures. April and May were very wet, with most of the Region experiencing greater than 125% of the usual rainfall. Temperatures rose as well, averaging 2° F above normal in April and more than 6° F above normal in May. The number of rarities this spring was not exceptional, but the quality was high, with three potential new species and one new subspecies for the Region. Interestingly, the big-name vagrants came mostly from Beringia or the Southwest/South.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); Nisqually (Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, near Florence, Lane, OR); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, OR); W.V. (Willamette Valley, OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" denote locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH CRANES
The peak tally of Red-throated Loons at Boiler Bay, Lincoln was a paltry 800 on 20 Apr, while the Pacific Loon maximum was an equally anemic 8,000 on 27 Apr (PP). A Yellow-billed Loon at Shilshole Bay 6 Mar (P. Hicks) and a late-staying bird through 23 May at Oak Bay, Jefferson (D. Mulholland) were the only ones detected.

SA - A tip to 100 Aechmophorus grebes inhabited Vancouver L., Clark mid-Apr., including 10 Clark's 30 Apr (BT, SM, JB); Aechmophorus grebes are unknown as breeders in w. Washington, and this is the 2nd largest gathering of Clark's ever noted there, following a similar gathering at Vancouver L. Jun 2001. Simultaneously, a W.V. record-high 575 Aechmophorus gathered at F.R.R. 5 May (DI). Elsewhere on the westside, only 6 Clarkes were detected, 20 Apr-20 May. In e. Washington, a mixed pair and a pair consisting of a Western and a Clark's x Western hybrid were noted among 40 pairs of Aechmophorus at n. Potholes Res., Grant 30 May. Of the 150 Aechmophorus present, 3 appeared to be hybrids (SM). There are only two previous Regional records of Western Glebes mated with Clark's.

Formerly extremely rare in spring, a Flesh-footed Shearwater was detected in the Region For the 5th consecutive year a bird six weeks early off Newport 19 Mar (GG). A total of 63 American White Pelicans, rare on the westside, were found at four W.V. locations, with a maximum of 36 at Eugene 23 Mar (S. McDonald). Two Brown Pelicans at Depoe Bay, Lincoln 21 Mar were a month early (D. Stein). Great Egrets were unusually numerous in the W.V. throughout the season, including 13 at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 29 May (SD), a sign of continued range expansion. The Cattle Egret noted at F.R.R. 9 Apr (SMg) and near Junction City, Lane 18 Apr (DI) was probably one and the same; this species is very rare in spring. Generally rare on the eastside, 2 Green Herons at the Deschutes R. mouth 7 May (J. Pendleton), and one at Bingen, Klickitat 4 May (Si) were at locations where now somewhat regular. Following up on reports of 7 "White-faced Ibis" at Nisqually 27 May, careful observers discerned a Glossy Ibis among the lot 30 May, furnishing the Region's first record (ph. KB, †JP, †B. Shelmerdine); this follows a pattern of steadily increasing vagrancy in w. North America, including six accepted records from California, two of which were from n. California during late May (fide G. McCaskie). Other stray White-faced Ibis included 8 at LaPine, Deschutes 8 May (CM), 20 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 30 May (SS, MF), and singles in Grant, WA and Yakima 7-19 May—a typical spring for recent years. A Blue Goose remained at Stanwood, Snohomish through 5 Mar (JB, CCx). A Snow Goose at Soap L., Grant 31 May was six weeks late for the eastside (DSc). A Blue x Canada/Cackling Goose at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 3 Apr furnished a first Regional record (SM, BT, BLB). The spring roster of wandering Ross's Geese included 11 in e. Washington, 2 in w. Washington, and one in
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w. Oregon, all 5 Mar-19 Apr, about average for the last decade; the top tally was 9 at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 13 Apr (M&MLD). Rare in the Puget Trough, 11 Dusky Canada Geese (B. c. occidentalis) visited Nisqually 3 Mar (CCx), and one stopped near Snohomish 8 May (SM). On the heels of the first Regional report this winter, 6 apparent Richardson's Cackling Geese (B. h. hutchinsii), seemingly a family group, were at Nisqually 3 Mar (ph. CCx); this taxon may prove to be a rare-but-regular visitor to the Region. Rare on the eastside, a B. h. minima visited Conboy N.W.R., Klickitat 6 Apr (JE). Rare away from saltwater, single Brant adorned Baskett Slough, Polk 26 Mar (R. Lockett) and F.R.R. 19 Apr (SMg). An apparent Dark-bellied Brant x Black Brant (B. b. bernicla x B. b. nigricans) was in Padilla Bay, Skagit 16 Apr (CCx, JB, vt. SM); given increasing hybridization of these taxa in Siberia and the known migration of some Russian nigricans to North America (K. Litvin), such a bird is not entirely unexpected. Twenty Tundra Swans near Ellensburg, Kittitas 14 May were three weeks late (DP). Thirteen eastside Eurasian Wigeons represented the lowest total since 1999, with a maximum of 5 at Philleo L., Spokane 30 Mar (G. Sheridan); the eastside averaged only 7-8 annually during the 1990s but almost 19 per year subsequently. On the westside, 129 at the Samish Flats, Skagit 1 Mar approached the Regional record (JB, CCx). Single Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal hybrids inhabited F.R.R. 26 Apr (DI) and Wenas L, Yakima 29 May (PtS, RS). Oregon's 3rd Garganey graced Tangent, Linn 15 May (ph. R. Campbell, J. Fleischer); the Region now has seven records, four of which occurred mid-Apr—mid-May. Last winter’s Baikal Teal, Washington's 2nd, was refound near Kent, King 1-19 Apr (CCx). Seven Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal, last 19 Apr, was a subpar total but included rare eastside singles near Yakima 19 Mar (DG) and Corfu, Grant 22 Mar (BF). Amazingly, 9+ Common Teal x Green-winged Teal were reported. The only Tufted Duck was a winter holdover at Vantage, Kittitas through 7 Mar (m.ob.). An ad. male v-nigra Common Eider inhabited Tatoosh I., Clallam 26-28 Apr (B. Painert, ph. T. Wootton). Could this have been the same bird that provided Washington's first record 160 km to the e. eight months earlier? Two Harlequin Ducks near Grand Ronde, Polk 15 May were in the Coast Range, where very rare, but where the species has bred before (RG). Two White- winged Scoters, not annual during spring on the eastside, visited Vantage 6 Mar (Paul Sullivan). For the 5th consecutive spring, Long-tailed Ducks were detected on the eastside, with 2 at Vantage 25-28 Mar (S. Downes). Washington's Red-shouldered Hawk for the spring was at Kalama, Cowlitz 5 Mar (J. Gilligan, G. Lillie). Five westside Swainson's Hawks, 14 Apr-22 May, exceeded expectations, while one near College Place, Walla Walla 5 Mar was five weeks early (M&MLD). A Rough-legged Hawk at Paulina, Crook 23 May was nearly a month tardy (K. Smith). Oregon's 2nd Crested Caracara was near Langlois, Curry during late Apr (TR, ph. D. Ledig, vt. O. Schmidt); Oregon's first lingered near Gold Beach, Curry Feb–Apr 1990.
[image: ]
Oregon's second Crested Caracara spent several days in late April 2005 (here) near Langlois, Curry County, adding to a rapidly building list of Pacific Coast records that extends as far as Vancouver Island, British Columbia. It seems increasingly likely that these records are of wild birds. Photograph by Dave Ledig.

Three Gyrfalcons across the Region included a late-staying bird at N.S.C.B. through 11 Apr (TR). An estimated 50 Yellow Rails at Klamath Marsh N.W.R. 13 May suggests the continued health of this population (T. Janzen); the species was considered extirpated in Oregon until 2 were detected near Ft. Klamath Jun 1982. Two Common Moorhens near Hines, Harney 27 May+ added to 12 previous Oregon records, about half of which come from Harney in May (J. & B. Carlson). A swarm of 18,000 Lesser Sandhill Cranes, more than half the Pacific Flyway population, congregated near Corfu, Grant 6 Apr (BF). A pair of Sandhills at Calispell L., Pend Oreille 29 May suggested that breeding may once again be taking place in ne. Washington (GS, CC).

PLOVERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A Black-bellied Plover at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 31 May-3 Jun was only the 3rd e. Washington spring record since 2000 (SM). Single American Golden-Plovers near Brady, Grays Harbor 22-23 Apr (PtS, RS) and P.S.B. 7 May (DD, SM) represented a typical spring, whereas 9 Pacific Golden-Plovers was supranormal and included 2 early individuals at N.S.C.B. 31 Mar (TR) and 4 late birds at Crockett L., Island 31 May (J. Meyer, H. Jennings). A Snowy Plover at the Kirtland, Jackson 23 Apr was only the 3rd ever for interior w. Oregon (C. Brumitt). Now nearly annual in w. Washington, 2 Black-necked Stilts visited Nisqually 27 Apr (S. McCartan), and singles appeared at Ridgefield 17 Apr (S. Murray) and near Brady 22 Apr (PtS, RS); there were only seven w. Washington records prior to 2000. In w. Oregon, nesting Black-necked Stilts returned to F.R.R. by 3 Apr (J. Maloney), and 8 others were noted at four additional sites, 23 Apr-29 May; numbers have also increased in w. Oregon, with breeding first noted during 2000. The sole westside American Avocet graced Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 23-24 Apr (T. Schooley). A tally of 175 Greater Yellowlegs at Baskett Slough, Polk 18 Apr was among the Region's highest ever for spring (HN). Solitary Sandpiper numbers were near normal, with 33 on the westside and 6 on the eastside, mostly mid-Apr–early May; the maximum was 6 at Finley N.W.R. 28 Apr (HH), and an intriguingly late bird inhabited potential breeding habitat at Dry Canyon, Pend Oreille 30 May (GS, CC). A Wandering Tattler at Lost L. near Santiam Pass 22-23 May was unprecedented (K. Carter, S. Christensen); another was one in the Puget Trough, where merely rare, at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 18 May (M. Reid). Very rare in e. Washington, a Willet visited Richland, Benton 24-25 Apr (BW). Often undetected in recent years, 3 Upland Sandpipers at Bear Valley, Grant 27 May provided hope that this species continues to breed in Oregon (M. A. Sohlstrom). A Long-billed Curlew was found at American Camp, San Juan 6 May (H. Flores), and up to 3 stopped at F.R.R. 22 Apr-3 May (D. Farrar, R. Robb, L. McQueen); they are rare on the westside away from the outer coast. Single Marbled Godwits, rare in Washington away from the outer coast, were near Stanwood, Snohomish 16 Apr (SM, JB, CCx),
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[image: ]This second-year Lesser Black-backed Gull brightened up eastern Washington's Coulee Lakes 2 (here) through 17 April 2005. It was almost certainly the same bird that appeared there in October 2004. Photograph by Doug Schonewald.

Port Angeles 10 May (J. Mullaly), and Columbia N.W.R., Grant 19 May (RH). Two Black Turnstones in a cornfield near Brady surprised a number of observers 30 Apr. An assemblage of 150 Surfbirds at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 21 Mar set a Washington spring record (BSW). Two Red Knots, very rare on the eastside, stopped at Summer L., Lake 14 May (JS). A superb 8 Semipalmated Sandpipers 29 Apr-18 May, included very rare spring eastside birds at Redmond, Deschutes 30 Apr (K. Owen), and Grandview, Yakima 7 May (DG). Peak Western Sandpiper migration was highlighted by 36,000 flying past the New R., Coos in one hour 20 Apr (TR). Four Baird’s Sandpipers appeared near Corfu, Grant 23 Apr, dwindling to one by 30 Apr (AS); the Region averages about 5 per spring. For the first time since 1999 there were no spring Pectoral Sandpipers. A congregation of 600+ Dunlin at W.W.R.D. 13 Apr was e. Washington's largest ever (M&MLD). Oregon's 3rd spring Stilt Sandpiper visited Summer L., Lake 27 May (M. LaFaive). Very rare during spring, a Ruff was near Brady 4-5 Apr (ph. RS, PtS). A Short-billed Dowitcher, very rare during spring on the eastside, was at Cow L., Adams 14 May (GS). A Parasitic Jaeger off Keystone, Island 27 May was in the Puget Trough, where very rare during spring (R. Rogers). A Franklin's Gull at English Boom, Island 23 Apr was about three weeks early and on the westside, where not annual during spring (SM, DD); 32 Franklin's at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 28 May was a record-high count for Washing ton (BF, SM). For the first time since 1988, the Region had no Little Gulls Feb—May. A Heermann's Gull at Brookings, Curry 7 Apr was Oregon's earliest-ever northbound bird by 11 days (DM). A Common (Mew) Gull startled observers at Everett 3 Mar (vt. SM, DD, S. Pink); expert opinion considered it consistent with the e. Russian race kamtschatschensis (O. & M. Ujihara) but also stated that the cen. Russian heinei could not be eliminated (J. King). Though reported previously, this is apparently the First Regional record of a Palearctic Mew Gull to be thoroughly documented and reviewed. A second-year Lesser Black-backed Gull visited Sun Lakes, Grant 2-8 Apr and reappeared at nearby L. Lenore 17 Apr (DSc); it was almost certainly the same bird that appeared there last Oct, furnishing Washington's 4th record. A stunning 16 Glaucous Gulls were encountered this spring through 15 May. Single Sabine's Gulls visited Kirtland, Jackson 11-13 Apr (C. Brumitt) and F.R.R. 6 May (JS); there are only seven prior spring records away from marine waters. A Black-legged Kittiwake over farmland at Montesano, Grays Harbor 20 Mar was quite surprising, despite its proximity to the coast (CW, RTS). A Caspian Tern at Two Rivers Park, Benton 15 Mar was record early for e. Washington (D. Rockwell). Virtually unprecedented was a Forster's Tern over Padilla Bay, Skagit 27 Mar (CCx, JB, SM); there are only six prior w. Washington records of northbound Forster's, mostly late May/early Jun, and so this bird may well have overwintered locally. A Black Tern returned to Ridgefield, Washington's only known breeding location, 8 May (D. Hayden), with up to 9 present by season's end (P Hicks). An extremely early Black Tern, very rare on the outer coast, visited Lincoln City 12 Apr (T. Snetsinger); another was in the Puget Trough, where rare during spring, at Nisqually 23 May (S. McCartan). A flight of 880 Pigeon Guillemots passed Boiler Bay, Lincoln 19 May, furnishing one of Oregon's highest counts ever (PP). A tally of 400 Marbled Murrelets there 20 Apr was also exceptional (PP). Single Horned Puffins, now seemingly annual during spring/summer on the cen. Oregon coast, passed Boiler Bay 20 Apr and 22 May (PP). Single Yellow-billed Cuckoos along Pike Cr., Harney 28 May (DH) and Malheur 28-30 May (KT) furnished a typical spring haul. Extremely rare in far e. Washington, single Band-tailed Pigeons visited Kennewick, Benton 27-28 Mar (R. Weeks) and Mead, Spokane 7-15 May (ph. J. Christensen). Washington's 5th and 6th Eurasian Collared-Doves were at Ocean Park, Pacific 3-7 May (ph. R. Schuver) and Washtucna, Adams 29 May+ (vt. SM, RH, BF, DSc). In Oregon, collared-dove sightings included 4 at Cape Blanco, Curry 16 May (TJW) and one at Frenchglen, Harney 29 Apr (J. Dillon); Oregon has about 24 previous records, roughly 75% of which were during the preceding 15 months. The only lingering Snowy Owl was at Davenport, Lincoln 27 Mar (SS). Oregon's 3rd Northern Hawk Owl remained near Bend through 30 Mar (D. Kook). A Burrowing Owl at American Camp, San Juan 23 Apr was only the 6th (and 4th for spring) for w. Washington during the last 25 years (R. Fuller). A Whip-poor-will sang repeatedly at Frenchglen, Harney 14 May (H. Ward, D. Hazenton); audio-recordings appear to support the identification. If accepted by the Oregon B.R.C., it will provide the first Regional record. Black-chinned Hummingbirds at Vancouver, Clark 15 May (KK) and Concrete, Skagit 31 May-1 Jun (ph. B. Bridge) added to eight prior w. Washington records, all but two of which have been from Clark and Skamania. An Anna's Hummingbird, rare in e. Washington away from Klickitat, visited Dixie, Walla Walla 28 May (SM, CW, BF, RTS). Washington's 6th Costa's Hummingbird intermittently graced a feeder in Lyle, Klickitat 2-15 May (†K. Kagarise); three of the five prior records were from spring. In Oregon, Costa's at Bonanza, Klamath 14 May (J. Van Hulzen) and Bend 22 May (J. Moodie) yielded a typical spring. After three superb springs, westside Calliope Hummingbird numbers returned to long-term norms, with none in Washington and 7 in Oregon 11 Apr-25 May. Washington's 3rd and 4th Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were
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in Walla Walla at College Place 25 May (M&MLD) and Dixie 28 May+ (†SM, †CW, BF RTS). A male Allen's Hummingbird at Grants Pass, Josephine 14 May was very rare inland (DV). A Lewis's Woodpecker, very rare in w. Washington, visited Anacortes, Skagit 10 May (D. Crow). Six Red-naped Sapsuckers w. of the Cascades, 7-22 Apr was about twice normal.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WAXWINGS
A singing Willow Flycatcher in Othello, Adams 24 Apr (†BF) and one at Columbia N.W.R., Grant 3 May (†RH) were exceptionally early; most arrive in late May. This spring's Least Flycatcher tally included a nesting pair in Hardy Canyon, Yakima 28 May+ (ph. RS), furnishing only Washington's 3rd, and the Region's 5th, documented breeding record; 3 more were on the eastside 27 May+. A Gray Flycatcher near Wenas, Yakima 19 Apr tied Washington's record-early date (J. Kozma); a concentration of 12 migrant Grays near Kittitas 11 May was unprecedented for Washington (CW). On the westside, 6 Grays in Oregon (but none in Washington) 21 Apr+ was above average and included 3 at Detroit Flats, Marion 7 May (SD). Black Phoebe range expansion continued. On the eastside, singles visited Malheur 13 Apr (F. Crase) and Bend 17 Apr (D. Tracy). On the westside, a pair attempted to nest near Dayton, Yamhill for at least the 3rd straight year (F. Schrock), while singles at Tillamook 8 (S. Shunk) & 26 May (E. McVicker) and at Elkton, Douglas 22 May (A. McCallum) were away from established populations. To the n., Washington's 8th and northernmost Black Phoebe stopped near Auburn, King 26 Apr-16 May (R. Becker, J. Simms, ph. RS). Eleven w. Oregon Say's Phoebes (2 Mar-11 Apr) was above average, while 6 in w. Washington (11 Mar-7 Apr) approached the record; outer-coast sightings included singles at Cape Blanco, Curry 5 Apr (TJW) and Aberdeen, Grays Harbor 6 Apr (TA). Western Kingbirds showed exceedingly well on the Westside, with maxima of 10 at Cape Blanco 29 Apr (TJW) and 6 at P.N.P. 26 May (BSW). Barely annual in w. Oregon, an Eastern Kingbird graced Cape Blanco 26 May (TJW). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Coos Bay 14 May was about the 20th for Oregon and the 5th for Coos (T. Gaskill, ph. J. Chatt). Matching last year's excellent showing were 5 Loggerhead Shrikes in w. Oregon (26 Mar-20 Apr) and 3 in w. Washington (19 Mar-8 Apr). A Hutton's Vireo at Trout L, Klickitat 24 Apr added to about six previous e. Washington records (J. Essley, P. Moyer); a pair inhabited the same location May 2003. A record-early Red-eyed Vireo was singing at White Salmon, Klickitat 25 Apr (†P. Moyer). 
[image: ]
Band-tailed Pigeons are exceptionally rare in far eastern Washington, and most are found in spring. This one at Mead, Spokane County 7 May 2005 may have been as far northeast as one has ever been detected in that state. Photograph by J. Christensen.

Blue Jays lingering after this winter's invasion included 25 in Washington and 6 in Oregon, with westside singles at Port Hadlock, Jefferson through 9 May (D. Johnson) and Dallas, Polk through 3 Apr (B. Tice). Given the possibility of post-irruption breeding, 4 at Prineville, Crook through 16 May (CG), 4 at Prescott, Walla Walla 7 May (M&MLD), and one in Dayton, Columbia 28 May (SM, RTS, BF, CW) were of interest. An apparently northbound Western Scrub-Jay at P.N.P. 1 May was at a location where this species is still quite rare (BSW). The Clark's Nutcracker flock at Rose Cr., Whitman numbered 60+ on 2 Apr (M&MLD) but dwindled to 4 by 24 May (T. Weber). A swarm of 4,000 Tree Swallows at Kent, King 15 Apr was exceptional (CW). A colony of 8-12 Bank Swallows at Dewatto, Mason 1 May added to the rapidly growing list of known westside breeding locations (M. Hrudkaj). A Purple Martin at Moses L, Grant 28 May was only e. Washington's 4th away from the Bingen vicinity (RH). In Washington, Mountain Chickadees staged a small spring return migration, late Mar—late Apr, following their fall irruption. The top lowland count was 20 at P.N.P. 24 Apr (BSW), and the latest was one there 19 May (BSW). In Oregon, only 4 were detected. The Chestnut-backed Chickadee at Potholes S.P., Grant lingered through 3 Apr (DSc) and was joined by a White-breasted Nuthatch, very rare in the Columbia Basin, 26 Mar (M&MLD). A House Wren at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 9 Apr was record early for w. Washington (SM), while 50 at Ridgefield 30 Apr provided a w. Washington record tally (SM, BT, JB). Formerly unknown in Crook, a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Prineville 15 May was the 3rd there in the past two years (P. Low). Seven westside Mountain Bluebirds was supranormal and included a late bird at P.N.P. 4 May (V. Nelson) and a very rare outer-coast individual at New R. bottoms, Curry 4 Mar (D. Pitkin). Also very rare on the outer coast, a Townsend's Solitaire was near Oysterville, Pacific 30 Apr-1 May (J. Gilligan). Veeries, very rarely seen on migration, visited Fields, Harney 16 May (D. Smith) and Windust Park, Franklin 28 May (SM). Olympia's cooperative Redwing lingered through 14 Mar (G. Revelas). A Gray Catbird, extremely rare on the westside, graced N.S.C.B. 27 May and was Coos's first (TR). Four Northern Mockingbirds in Washington was above average, but 4 in Oregon was subpar; all were 20 Apr+. Sage Thrashers appeared on the west-side for the 6th consecutive spring, with singles at Cape Blanco, Curry 10 Apr (TJW), Eugene 23 Apr (D&AH), and Nehalem, Tillamook 30 Apr (D. Mandell); most records are from mid-Apr—mid-May. A Brown Thrasher near Midway Beach, Pacific 23 Apr was about Washington's 10th and somewhat early (†D. Froehlich, M. Dufort); most Regional records have been late May—late Jul. A very tardy Bohemian Waxwing at College Place, Walla Walla 15-18 May was 10 weeks late (M&MLD).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
This spring's Tennessee Warbler visited Malheur 28 May (KT). A Washington- record 120 Orange-crowned Warblers inhabited Leadbetter Point, Pacific 18 May (CW). Nearly annual during May/Jun, a Northern Parula adorned Malheur 27 May (AC). A Magnolia Warbler near Dixie, Walla Walla 29 May was Washington's 11th and only the 2nd for spring (†CW, RTS). Washington's 2nd Cape May Warbler dallied in Spokane through 8 Apr (A. Sherrod). A wintering Black-throated Blue Warbler lingered in Portland through 5 Mar (S. Sterne), while another in Eugene 6 Apr likely had wintered locally (SMg) and was Lane's first and about the 40th for Oregon. Washington-record 5,000 Yellow-rumped Warblers flew n. past P.N.P. 23 Apr (BSW). Another 1,000 inundated Ridgefield 30 Apr, about 40% of which were Myrtles; only one or 2 were hybrids (SM, BT, JB). A Black-throated Gray Warbler, very rare e. of the Washington Cascades during spring, was at Wenatchee, Chelan 3 May (D. Beaudette). Four north-bound Palm Warblers, 3 Apr-5 May, was exceptional, but one singing in appropriate breeding habitat at Tiffany Spring, Okanogan (elev. 2,200 m) 29 May was unprecedented (†G. Conti). Four Black-and-white Warblers, all in Oregon 16-27 May, represented a typical spring. An Ovenbird,
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nearly annual during late May/Jun, graced Malheur 20 May (D. Robberson). A Wilson's Warbler at Nestucca Bay, Tillamook 22 Mar was either three weeks early or had wintered locally (D. Grafe). Three Yellow-breasted Chats in w. Washington 15 May+ bespeaks this species' continuing comeback there, while one near Hart's Pass at 1,700 m 31 May defied explanation (KK, MH, MB). A tally of 56 chats near Kittitas 25 May was unprecedented for Washington (CW). A Western Tanager at Portland 10 Mar had probably wintered locally (GG). A Green-tailed Towhee in Eugene 29 May was a W.V. first (Maitreya); prior w. Oregon records are almost exclusively from the Siskiyou Mts. or near the Cascade crest. Apparently unprecedented during spring in Washington were 150 Chipping Sparrows along Grey Rock Trail, Yakima 23 May (JP). Two Clay-colored Sparrows near Molson, Okanogan 22-31 May (AS, ES) and 3 near Spokane 26 May (M. Woodruff) were likely on territory, while one wintering at Finley N.W.R. remained through 5 Mar (JS). Brewer's Sparrows were recorded in w. Oregon for the 8th consecutive spring, with singles at Sandy R. delta, Multnomah 11 Apr (I. Tomlinson) and 23 Apr (D. Mandell) and at Corvallis 24 Apr (HH); most have been during Apr. Very rare in w. Washington away from its tiny breeding range, stray Vesper Sparrows visited Tokeland, Pacific 22 Apr (PtS, RS), Brady, Grays Harbor 24 Apr (PtS, RS), and Coupeville, Island 19 May (S. Ellis). Western Washington's 9th spring Lark Sparrow graced Mt. Vernon, Skagit 15 May (T. Becker). Rare w. of the Cascades, Slate-colored Fox Sparrows inhabited Leque I., Snohomish 25 Mar (CCx) and Woodland, Cowlitz 3 Apr (BT, BLB, SM). One hundred Lincoln's Sparrows at Copalis, Grays Harbor 24 Apr was unprecedented for Washington (J. Anderson). Three Swamp Sparrows in Mar, all on the west-side, were local winterers, but one in Seattle 5 Apr provided a rare record of a northbound migrant (D. Froehlich, S. Terry). A goodly 7 Harris's Sparrows were detected, all in Washington, including a late bird at P.N.P. 13 May (BSW). The Region's 3rd spring Chestnut-collared Longspur was near Corvallis 15 Mar (HH); previous records were from May. A Snow Bunting at Westport 23 Apr was three weeks late (M&MLD); Washington has but two later spring records. Potentially representing the Region's first record, a female Northern Cardinal briefly adorned Gig Harbor, Pierce 7-8 May (ph. E. Desler, I. Desler); arguing for natural provenance is the time of year, its sex, and the lack of unusual wear. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks showed exceptionally well, with 11 in Oregon 21 May+ and one in Washington near Long Beach, Pacific 21-23 May (A. Richards). Tricolored Blackbird numbers continued to increase in Washington. "Winter" numbers at Othello, Adams peaked at 100 on 27 Mar (SS). More notably, 318 birds (including 100+ pairs and many fledged young) were at
         [image: ]
Black Phoebes are rapidly expanding their range northward In the Pacific Northwest. This bird at Auburn, King County, from 26 (here 27) April through 16 May 2005 was Washington's eighth, six of which have been during the last eight years. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

a newly found breeding colony near Texas L., Whitman 29 May (BF, SM, DSc, RH); summer flocks had been seen nearby since 2002. Washington's 4th Great-tailed Grackle returned to Liberty L., Spokane 6-24 Apr (R. Dexter), while 4 in e. Oregon, 15-29 May, was better than usual and included a northerly bird at Madras, Jefferson 21 May (CG). A Baltimore Oriole, about the 31st for Oregon, visited Tierra del Mar, Tillamook 24 Apr and was nearly three weeks earlier than any previous spring record (W. Gross). Stray Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches adorned Larch Mt., Multnomah 7 May (I. Tomlinson), while 3 paused at Saddle Mt., Clatsop 25 May (MP); they almost never wander during spring. 

SA - An influx of Red Crossbills into w. Oregon began in late Mar and was especially apparent in the s. Willamette Valley and along the n. coast. During late May, unprecedented numbers arrived. On 21 May, at least 395 passed near Mt. Pisgah's summit (DOW) and 375 were northbound at Cape Lookout, Tillamook (J. Danzenbaker). Eclipsing these counts was a staggering 2,000 headed n. past Cascade Head, Tillamook 25 May (PP). Interestingly, w. Washington observers noted only a modest increase in numbers.

Remnants from last fall's influx, 7 Pine Grosbeaks remained at Santiam Pass through 7 Apr (P. Low). Both Purple and Cassin's Finches appeared in above-average numbers in the Columbia Basin into Apr (RH, BF). Additionally, a Purple Finch along the Twisp R., Okanogan 31 May (KK, MH, MB) and a Cassin's Finch at Hooper, Whitman 29 May (RH) were well out of place For such a late date. Extremely rare w. of the Cascades, a Cassin's Finch visited Mary's Peak, Lane 13 May (N. Strycker). A White-winged Crossbill inhabited Spokane 22-31 Mar (M. Frobe), and 12 visited Carnation, King 6 Mar (M. Taylor); they are very rare away from the mts. Rather late were Common Redpolls at Potholes S.P., Grant 10 Apr (DSc, BSc) and near Yakima 11 Apr (J. Kozma), but one on the Oregon coast at Bay City, Tillamook 11 Apr was both late and at an unusual location (M. Simper). Numbers of Pine Siskin seemed up nearly Regionwide after early Mar.

Corrigenda: Alas, the 137 Marbled Murrelets at Boiler Bay 25 Aug 2004 was nowhere near the Oregon record: Surveys between Newport and Florence in the 1990s tallied greater than 1,000 individuals on three occasions, with a maximum of 1,245 on 27 Jun 1992 (C. Strong, D. Fix); also 350 were seen from the Siuslaw R. mouth during early May of either 1984 or 1985 (fide D. Fix). The following were not accepted by the Washington B.R.C.: Spotted Redshank at Blynn last Jul, and due to concerns about provenance, the Pink-footed Geese from Nov 2003—Apr 2004 in Grays Harbor.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Tom Aversa (WA), Mary Breece, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Mike and Merry Lynn Denny (M&MLD), Don DeWitt (DDW), Steve Dowlan, Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Bob Flores, Michael Fleming, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig (Linn, Marion, Polk), Greg Gillson, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Hendrik Herlyn, Dan and Anne Heyerly (D&AH), Randy Hill, Mark Houston, Stuart Johnston (Klickitat), Ken Knittle, Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, Sylvia Maulding (SMg), Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson (Clatsop), Jason Paulios, Dennis Paulson, Phil Pickering, Tim Rodenkirk (Coos), Stefan Schlick, Barbara Schonewald (BSc), Doug Schonewald (DSc), Ryan T. Shaw, Gina Sheridan, Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, John Sullivan, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, Khanh Tran, Dennis Vroman (Josephine), Terry J. Wahl, Brad S. Waggoner (BSW), Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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The Nesting Season, 2005

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons and Bill Tweit
The summer was exceptionally odd. Most dramatic was a host of changes wrought by an overly warm Pacific Ocean (see S.A.). However, there was a plethora of peculiar finds: eastside birds gone west, westside birds gone east, a diverse array of lingerers from spring, late northbound shorebirds, early southbound shorebirds, and a few mega-rarities. It is hard to conceive of a single factor that would unite these disparate trends. The weather was also odd. June's rainfall was a mosaic varying from extreme drought to near deluge. July was more uniformly dry, with much of the Region receiving less than half of normal rainfall. Temperatures were unremarkable.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.S.B. (Port Susan Bay, Snohomish, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA); W.V. (Willamette Valley, OR), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA.). Eastside and westside indicate east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH CRANES
Red-throated Loon migration usually subsides by mid-May, so 52 flying northward past Cape Flattery, Clallam 4 Jun were noteworthy (SM, DSc). Utterly inexplicable was a build-up of mostly alternate-plumaged Pacific Loons at Dungeness Bay, Clallam that began during late Jun and peaked at 300 birds 29 Jul (J. Mullaly, RR); such numbers typically do not arrive until Sep, and unusual numbers were not noted elsewhere. A Yellow-billed Loon inhabited Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 25 Jun+, furnishing the Region's 8th summer record during the past decade (K. & D. Cawthon). Single Eared Grebes, not annual during summer on the westside, visited N.S.C.B. 7-10 Jun (TR) and Bellingham, Whatcom 11 Jul (DD, SP). The drawdown of F.R.R. for dam reconstruction caused Aechmophorus grebes to abandon their only west-side breeding colony for the first time since it was established in 1993. Echoing the summer of 2001 (and unrelated to events at F.R.R.), Vancouver L., Clark again hosted nonbreeding Aechmophorus grebes, with 162 Western and 28 Clark's Grebes there 5 Jul (WC); Westerns typically avoid fresh water during summer in w. Washington, and the Clark's count was w. Washington's highest ever. A Clark's on Port Gardner Bay, Snohomish 12 Jun furnished w. Washington's first summer record away from Vancouver L. (SM), while a surprising 3 were detected along the Oregon coast. A Laysan Albatross, very rare during summer, cruised off Westport 25 Jun (SMi). Perhaps related to the warm seas, a Black-footed Albatross approached Cape Flattery, Clallam 24 Jul (SM); it was Washington's first from shore and came within a km or so of being the first for the Straits of Juan de Fuca. Rarer yet was the Region's 2nd summer record of Short-tailed Albatross since 1889, a subad. over Heceta Bank 14 Jul (D. Ainley). A Flesh-footed Shearwater was over Heceta Bank 14 Jul (D. Ainley), and a Short-tailed Shearwater was off Coos Bay 8 Jul (P. Pyle); neither is annual during summer. This summer's haul of Manx Shearwaters included one about 35 km w. of Pt. Grenville, Grays Harbor 5 Jun (SMi), another about 70 km off La Push, Clallam 7 Jun (SMi), and one off Westport 23 Jul (B. LaBar). Anomalous for this summer was a goodly count of 400 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels 10 km off Newport 2 Jul (RL). American White Pelicans flooded w. Oregon, with 90+ noted, including maxima of 30 at Baskett Slough, Polk 26 Jun+ (C. Karlen) and 46 at F.R.R. 31 Jul (TM); 6 others were detected on Oregon's outer coast and in w. Washington, where still rare. A congregation of 1,185+ ad. Great Blue Herons on Padilla Bay, Skagit 25 Jun was likely a Washington record (SM). Three Black-crowned Night-Herons at Ridgefield 22 Jul (P&RS) and 2+ at F.R.R 4 Jul+ (DI, J.
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SA - Ocean conditions were highly abnormal this year. Indeed, they resembled those of a strong El Niño event— except there was no El Niño. Wind-driven upwelling, responsible for generating most of the biological productivity in our Coastal currents, was absent from early spring until midsummer. No upwelling meant little phytoplankton and unusually warm surface waters, resulting in poor fish runs and high mortality among piscivores, reflected by extremely large numbers of beached birds. A record 181 ad. murres, all starved, were encountered along 7.5 km of beach near Newport in Jul (RL), and in s. Washington, counts of dead murres were four-to six-fold the five-year average (J. Parrish). Dead Brandt’s Cormorant totals in s. Washington were 50 to 80 times those of previous years. Oregon's murres did not reproduce at all (RL). Even in Washington, where some breeding did take place, patterns were disrupted. Murres on Tatoosh I., Clallam initiated breeding nearly a month late, the longest delay in 15+ years (J. Parrish), Undoubtedly, 6,000 Common Murres flying n. past Tatoosh I. 4 Jun-a number approximately equal to the entire Washington breeding population— were related to breeding failures farther s. (SM, DSc). Typically, alcids with a more inshore distribution, such as Marbled Murrelet, do not fare as poorly during warm water events. However, only 3 Marbleds were encountered during surveys in the Coast Range near Salem, where 40-60 is the norm (G. Licata). The warm ocean's effects were evidenced by pelagic trip results (G. Gilson, BT). Northern Fulmars and Pink-footed Shearwaters averaged fewer than 100 per trip, and Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels about 30 per trip, well below long-term and recent norms. Leach's Storm-Petrel, a warmer water species, was slightly more numerous than typical, with over 50 per trip. Excepting an unremarkable 7 South Polar Skuas, Stercorarius were almost absent offshore. with 4 Pomarines off Westport 9 Jul the only report. Totals of Cassin's Auklets (20 per trip) and Rhinocerous Auklet (40 per trip) were also well below average. On the other hand, Washington’s first Jun record of Xantus's Murrelet was supplied by 2 scrippsi, off Westport 25 Jun (†SMi); almost all records are mid-Aug-mid-Oct. Warm waters off our coast often push birds into the more consistently productive Puget Trough, This year was no exception. Four Brown Pelicans were detected there 8 Jul+; the first typically appear in mid-Aug. Jaegers are not found most summers in the Puget Trough. This year, a Pomarine at Dungeness Bay, Clallam 23 Jul provided the Puget Trough's 3rd summer record (SM). A Parasitic Jaeger, detected about every other year here, was at Penn Cove, Island 27 Jul (SE). Three other jaegers remained unidentified. Similarly, a juv. Sabine's Gull at Nisqually 23-26 Jul furnished an extremely rare summer Puget Trough record (†E. Kraig); most Sabine’s Gulls away from the outer coast are found early Sep-early Oct. and Regionwide juvs. do not usually appear before mid-Aug. Another early juv. was on the coast at Seaside, Clatsop 23 Jul+ (N. Maine). Ancient Murrelets, not annual during summer in the Puget Trough, were off Dungeness Spit 15 Jul (NB) and near Vashon I., King 16 Jul (BSW). A Cassin's Auklet, not annual at any time in the Puget Trough, was off Dungeness Spit 9 Jun (RR). Finally, a pair of Brown Boobies may well have been related to the warm seas, with singles at Bellingham Bay, Whatcom 9-12 Jul (†H. Flores) and one 30 km off Reedsport, Douglas 24 Jul (†C. Hinman). Washington has three previous records and Oregon one; all but one have been from Oct.

Abernathy) added to speculation that they breed on the westside. Stray White-faced Ibis were widely scattered, with up to 2 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 2-12 Jun (M&MLD), one at Nisqually 15 Jun (B. Sundstrom, P Hicks), another near George, Grant 19 Jun (DSc), and a late bird at Potholes Res., Grant 17 Jul (A. Martin). Four Greater White-fronted Geese, a species not annual in summer, summered on the westside. Washington's 5th summer Snow Goose lingered at Soap L., Grant through 11 Jun (DSc, BSc). A Ross's Goose at Burns, Hartley through 7 Jun was the Region's 4th during the last seven summers (RCH). A Trumpeter Swan visited Crocker L., Jefferson 4 Jun (BN), and perhaps the same bird graced nearby Foulweather Bluff, Kitsap 15-16 Jun (BSW, D. Watkins); Washington has but two prior summer records, excluding released birds. Almost as rare was a Tundra Swan at Wenas L., Yakima 9 Jun (P&RS). Three pairs of Mandarin Ducks plus a lone male inhabited Kent, King this spring, leading to a female with brood at Kent/Auburn 21 Jun-6 Jul (M. Breece); this species could easily become established in the Region. Gadwall continued to conquer the westside. A summer-record 360 ads were at P.S.B. 12 Jun (SM), and a brood at South Bend furnished Pacific's first breeding record (SM, ST, MF). The Breeding Birds of Washington State (1997) shows no nesting records for the outer coast, but Gadwall have bred in neighboring Grays Harbor since at least 2001 (P&RS). A Eurasian Wigeon at Bay City, Tillamook 11 Jun was only the Region's 4th during summer (K. Owen); amazingly the three antecedent records were all from the eastside. Both Blue-winged and Green-winged Teal, scarce westside breeders, raised broods at P.S.B. (SM).
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These Wilson's Phalaropes, with a Long-billed Dowitcher, were two of at least 16 raised at Port Susan Bay, Snohomish County, Washington (here July 30, 2005). Wilson's Phalarope is one of a cadre of “interior” species expanding their ranges into western Oregon and Washington. Photograph by Steven Mlodinow.

The Common Teal x Green-winged Teal hybrid at P.S.B. 1-25 Jun yielded only the Region's 2nd summer record and may have been the same bird present there last summer (SM). For the 5th consecutive summer, several pairs of Redheads inhabited F.R.R. and likely bred (LM); elsewhere on the westside, where not annual after early Jun, 4 summered at Ridgefield (WC), as did 4 at Vanport Wetlands, Multnomah (IT). Clark Co’s first nesting Ring-necked Ducks inhabited Post Office L. (SM, MF, ST), while four broods were raised at N.S.C.B. (TR). Six Greater Scaup at Priest Rapids Pool 18 Jun were on the eastside, where rare but increasingly regular during summer (SM, CB). Seven broods of Lesser Scaup, another scarce westside breeder, were detected in Island and Snohomish (SM, TA), while two broods at South Bend, Pacific provided the outer coast's first breeding record (SM). Two Harlequin Ducks at Moses L, Grant 5 Jun furnished what was likely the 2nd eastside summer record away from the mts. (DSc); their appearance coincided with male post-breeding dispersal. A female-type Harlequin on the Columbia R. near Carson, Skamania through 9 Jun was equally odd (J. & T. Anderson), while 221 Harlequins between Port Angeles and Klachopis Pt., Clallam 3 Jun was probably a Regional record (SM, DSc). A Red-breasted Merganser at Paterson Slough, Benton 4 Jul furnished the eastside's 3rd summer record (BL, NL). The Olympic Pen’s 2nd White-tailed Kite visited Sequim, Clallam 18 Jul (†S. Abella). An ad. White-tailed Kite with 3 young was near Reedsport, Douglas (W. Hoffman); there are still precious few Oregon nesting records. A Swainson's Hawk over Portland 21 Jun was only the 4th ever during summer on the westside (WG). Even rarer was 'the Region's 4th summer Rough-legged Hawk near Hampton, Lake 5 
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Jul (fide D. Tracy). An apparently territorial Merlin in n.-cen. Garfield 9 Jun provided additional tantalizing evidence of nesting in the Blue/Wallowa Mts. (M&MLD). In the Puget Trough, Merlins have started utilizing suburban habitats for breeding; the first such nest was in Bellingham, Whatcom in 2001, and B. Anderson reported nests this year in Skagit (Mt. Vernon, Cedro Woolley, and Anacortes) and Snohomish (L. Stevens and Marysville). Two California Quail, extremely rare on the outer coast n. of Coos, were at Newport 15 Jun (RL). Utterly baffling were 2 Sandhill Cranes flying northward at 3,000 m near Lillian Falls, Kittitas 14 Jul (L. Schwitters); these birds were well away from and high above any known breeding sites.

PLOVERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
An American Golden-Plover at Potholes Res., Grant 17 Jul was about six weeks early for the eastside and only the 3rd ever there during summer (†DSc). Rarer yet was the eastside's 3rd Pacific Golden-Plover at Potholes Res. 13 Jul (†DSc); the two previous such records were from early Sep. Far more typical were single Pacifics at Seaside, Clatsop 28 Jul (MP) and N.S.C.B. 30 Jul (TR). Oregon's 4th Lesser Sand-Plover, and the first since 1986, adorned Seaside/Gearhart, 16-18 Jul (DMa); it was of the expected nominate subspecies. Black-necked Stilts continued to cement their bridgehead in the W.V., breeding at F.R.R. (LM), Baskett Slough, Polk (RG), and Hunsaker Rd., Marion (RG). The last northbound Greater Yellowlegs were 5 at P.S.B. 10 Jun (SM), while the first southbound bird was at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 15 Jun (P&RS); 4 near Troutdale, Multnomah 12 Jun could have been north- or southbound (IT). A late Lesser Yellowlegs was at P.S.B. 1 Jun (SM, DSc), while the first southbound bird was detected there 16 Jun (SM); careful coverage of small isolated patches of shorebird habitat, such as P.S.B. and Iowa Beef, are providing a better understanding of shorebird migration dates. A Solitary Sandpiper at Kent, King 28 Jun was three weeks early (D. Swayne); 5 more 24 Jul+, all in Washington, represented a typical summer's yield. A Willet summered at Tokeland, Pacific (TA); they are not annual during Jun. Three Whimbrels at Baskett Slough 10 Jul provided the W.V.'s first summer record (E. Knight). Showing well, 4 Long-billed Curlews were detected on the westside away from the outer coast 6 Jul+; one or 2 is typical. An apparently late northbound Marbled Godwit was at Twin, Clallam 3 Jun (DSc, SM), while apparently summering birds included one at Ft. Canby, Pacific 16 Jun (TA) and 9 at Astoria, Clatsop 13 Jun (MP). On the eastside, where rare, apparently very early southbound birds included one at Hatfield L., Deschutes 18 Jun (C&MM) and 2 at W.W.R.D. 24 Jun (P&RS); less unexpected were singles at Summer L., Lake 25 Jul (R. Ettinger) and W.W.R.D. 10 Jul (M&MLD). The eastside's 2nd summer Ruddy Turnstone visited at Othello 24 Jul (BF).
[image: ]
About 20 Arctic Terns were confirmed nesting on Dungeness Spit, Clallam County, Washington (here 24 July, 2005); the species was also reported there last year. Prior to the discovery of this colony, the only Washington breeders had been in Everett, where the intermittent colony nested in an industrial area. Photograph by George Gerdts.

Two Red Knots at P.S.B. 10 Jun were apparently extremely late northbound migrants (SM), while a basic-plumaged Knot at Dungeness Bay 2-4 Jun was also noteworthy (SM, DSc). A total of 5 Sanderlings visited Potholes Res. 16-26 Jul (DSc); the eastside averages a Sanderling every other summer. An astonishing 195 Semipalmated Sandpipers included 178 in Washington and 17 in Oregon, with 166 on the westside and 29 on the east. The first was discovered at N.S.C.B. 22 Jun (TR). Adults passage peaked 2 Jul, when 24 were noted in Island and Snohomish (SM), while peak juv. passage included a Washington-record 44 at P.S.B. 21 Jul (SM, SP, DD) and, in Oregon, 8 in Curry 24 Jul (TR). Washington's first fully documented Red-necked Stint adorned Dungeness Bay 28 Jul-2 Aug (†B. Boekelheide); all previous Regional records are of ads., mostly late Jun—mid-Jul. An early Least Sandpiper stopped at W.W.R.D. 15 Jun (P&RS). Washington's 4th White-rumped Sandpiper graced Iowa Beef 18-19 Jun (†SM, CB, †P&RS); previous Regional records have been from late May and early Jul. Southbound Baird's Sandpipers were unusually numerous, with 13 in Washington and 4 in Oregon 15 Jul+. The Region's only northbound Pectoral Sandpiper of 2005 was a late bird at P.S.B. 1-4 Jun (SM, DSc); 5 southbound ads. in Washington and 4 in Oregon included 2 early individuals over the open ocean off Coos Bay 8 Jul (P. Pyle). The latest northbound Dunlin, at P.S.B. 4 Jun, was about two weeks late (SM, DSc). Two southbound Dunlins were again noted about two months ahead of "schedule": one at P.S.B. 25-26 Jun and a 2nd bird there 26 Jun (SM). This seemingly regular early pulse has been almost entirely late Jun—mid-Jul. A very rare summer Stilt Sandpiper visited N.S.C.B. 20 Jul (TR); fewer than 10 percent of Oregon's Stilt Sandpiper records are of ads. Oregon's first summer Ruff adorned Bandon, Coos 18 Jul (KC, DL); the previous early fall date was 11 Aug. A Long-billed Dowitcher at N.S.C.B. 12 Jun was presumably late heading northward (TR). For the 3rd consecutive year, Wilson's Phalaropes bred at w. Washington's only known nesting site, P.S.B., with 10 territorial males fledging 17+ young (TA, SM); they also continued to breed at several W.V. locations. A Red-necked Phalarope at W.W.R.D. 17 Jun was late for a northbound migrant and early for a southbound one (P&RS); there are very few mid Jun Regional records. Utterly unprecedented were 49 South Polar Skuas between about La Push and the mouth of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Clallam 5-12 Jun (SMi); all were within 100 km of shore but near the shelf edge or beyond. Skuas usually do not appear before mid-Jul. Franklin's Gulls lingered near Wallula through 25 Jun, when the maximum of 13 was recorded (P&RS). Another stopped there 13 Jul (M&MLD). Much rarer was a westside bird at Bellingham, Whatcom 23 Jun (V. Burgett). A Mew Gull at Pt. Whitney, Jefferson 16 Jun furnished a very rare Jun record (RR), while an unprecedented 31 were near Megler, Pacific 3 Jul (SM, MF, ST); the first "fall" arrivals usually appear as singles in early or mid-Jul, and this flock may well have summered. Not annual during summer, a Herring Gull visited the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 3 Jun (SM, DSc). The Region's 4th and 5th summer Thayer Gulls graced Keystone, Island and Dungeness Bay, both 2 Jun (SM, DSc). A Western Gull at W.W.R.D. 10-13 Jul was apparently a first for the eastside during summer (†M&MLD). Five Glaucous-winged Gulls were found in the Columbia Basin, where not annual during summer.
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Two Caspian Terns were again flying over Snoqualmie Pass, elevation 1,000 m, 11 Jun (J. Meyer); their occurrence over this alpine habitat remains unexplained. A Common Tern, very rare during summer on the east-side, visited Summer L., Lake 28 Jun (C&MM). After last year's rumored nesting, approximately 20 pairs of Arctic Terns inhabited Dungeness Spit this summer, with two confirmed nests and 3+ fledged young (NB, G. Gerdts); one wonders if this is the Everett colony relocated to more serene environs. A Forster's Tern was at Bybee L, Multnomah 3 Jun (A. Frank), and 10 visited Baskett Slough, Polk 24 Jun (L. Fink); Forster's are rare during summer on the westside, especially after early Jun. Oregon's 12th (and Coos's first) Least Tern stopped at Bandon 25 Jun (KC, DL); most Regional records are coastal, late May–mid-Aug. Black Terns managed to nest successfully at F.R.R. despite the low water levels (D. Farrar) but did not breed at Ridgefield, where the spring's aggregation of 9 dwindled to only one in Jul (SM, JE). Researchers off the w. Olympic Pen. again encountered Ancient Murrelets. This year, 19 ads. without young were detected at nine locations 30+ km offshore of Jefferson and Clallam 5-11 Jun (SMi). Additionally, an ad. with 2 chicks was near Lopez I., Island 12 Jun (ph. R. Baird). Washington's first Horned Puffin since 2002 was about 75 km off Little Hogsback, Grays Harbor 5 Jun (SMi); most of the Region's summer records are from nearshore waters. Rare on the eastside, a Band-tailed Pigeon visited Bend 30 Jun (C&MM), and 13 flew over Trout L, Klickitat 11 Jul (SJ). Washington's 6th Eurasian Collared-Dove remained at Washtucna, Adams through 3 Jul, while additional birds were near Issaquah, King in early Jun (ph. F. Trousdale), on San Juan I., 10 Jun-9 Jul (ph. B. Jensen), at Horn Rapids, Benton 4-7 Jul (†DR), and Vantage, Kittitas 11 Jul (†EH). Singles in Oregon at Malheur 2 Jun (M. Lovell) and near Salem, Marion 14 Jun (J. Carrothers) brought that state's total to about 30.
[image: ]
This Eurasian Collared-Dove furnished Washington's sixth record when found in May (here 30 June, 2005) at Washtucna, Adams County. By summer's end, the state had ten records; one of which was this bird's companion, which arrived in August. Photograph by Denny Granstrand.

A White-winged Dove visiting Newport 7 Jun furnished Oregon's 9th record and the 4th since 2000 (ph. R. Filby); most are from Aug–Oct. The summer's Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Fields, Harney 2 Jun (TR). Great Gray Owls were found in the Blue Mts. of Walla Walla and Asotin (MD, MLD, P. Tan); the first nesting record from the Blues was in 2002, but active searching has revealed that this species is more numerous there than previously realized. A widespread increase in westside Common Nighthawk reports suggested recolonization, especially in the W.V. An Anna's Hummingbird at Hyak 21 Jul, just e. of Snoqualmie Pass, was probably a first for the Washington Cascades (D. Harvill). A Costa's Hummingbird on Little Groundhog Mt., Lane (elevation 1700 m) 19 Jun was utterly without precedent (TM, A. Mickel); Costa's are found about every other summer in Oregon, mostly on the eastside at lower elevations. Multiple Calliope Hummingbirds again inhabited Saddle Mt., Clatsop, which suggests that they breed in Oregon's Coast Range (MP). Washington's 4th Broad-tailed Hummingbird remained at Dixie, Walla Walla until 9 Jul (ph. P. Murray). In Oregon, Broad-taileds have yet to be confirmed as breeders, but 2 males at Adel, Lake 29 Jun—a location that has hosted this species before—suggests they breed nearby (RG).
   [image: ]
Washington's fourth Broad-tailed Hummingbird remained near Dixie, Walla Walla County 28 May through 9 July (here) 2005, leading to speculation that it nested nearby. Photograph by Peter Murray

A Lewis's Woodpecker at Ridgefield 22 Jul was only w. Washington's 2nd during summer since 1980 (P&RS). Black-backed Woodpeckers nested successfully at Takhlakh L., Skamania (elevation 1,500 m) 4-8 Jul, while a single American Three-toed Woodpecker was also present 4 Jul (M. Roening); neither species is detected annually in w. Washington, but both may be resident in small numbers in Skamania. For the 4th consecutive summer, a Yellow-shafted Flicker x Red-shafted Flicker integrade graced the Region, with one in Everett 19 Jun (CB).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
Fifteen Least Flycatchers was supranormal, even for recent years; noteworthy records included a singing bird at Conboy N.W.R. 12-19 Jun (K. Glueckert) and a very rare westside bird at Ankeny N.W.R. 28 Jun (JW). Returning territorial birds at Dixie, Walla Walla 3 Jul (M&MLD) and Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla 17 Jun (C. Corder) were well away from this species' usual summer range. A Gray Fly- catcher, extremely rare during summer on the west- side, visited Waldo L., Lane 24 Jun (R. Robb). A Dusky Flycatcher at Sun Lakes, Grant 3 Jul was apparently a lost mid-summer wanderer (DSc, BSc). A count of 52 Pacific-slope Flycatchers between South Bend and Lebam, Pacific 12 Jun was exceptional (J. Paulios). Still rare during summer in the W.V., single Black Phoebes graced Eugene 10 Jul (R. Robb) and Sauvie I. 22 Jul (J. Crowell). W. Washington's first and 2nd summer Say's Phoebes visited Morse Cr. Bluffs, Clallam 1 Jun (J. Mullaly) and O.S. 26 Jul (CW). A stunning 7 Ash-throated Flycatchers were detected in nw. Oregon, while Ash-throateds at Marymoor Park, King 15-16 Jun (M. Hobbs, ph. H. Flores) and Seattle 19 Jun (†J. Bragg) added to 16 previous w. Washington records. A Loggerhead Shrike at Cape Arago, Coos 22 Jul was virtually unprecedented for summer on the westside (JW). A Plumbeous Vireo adorned Malheur 7 Jun (†RCH); this species is nearly annual in se. Oregon late May–mid-Jun. A Hutton's Vireo, extremely rare in e. Washington, was at Trout L., Klickitat 11 Jul (SJ), where also recorded in Apr 2005. An early southbound Warbling Vireo at Horn Rapids, Benton 9 Jul illustrated how quickly some w. molt-migrants depart their breeding grounds (NL, BL). A Blue Jay near Langley, Island 9-20 Jun yielded Washington's 4th summer record and the first since 1996 (fide SE). A Black-billed Magpie at Ridgefield was w. Washington's first since 1980 (C. Ledford, B. Clemons), while 2 others inhabited Portland 21 Jun+ (B. Burley). Two Purple Martins at Ellensburg, Kittitas 1 Jun (BF), plus singles at Toppenish, Yakima 15 Jun (P&RS) and Moses L., Grant 20-21 Jun (DSc, BSc), added to only four previous e. Washington records away from the Bingen vicinity; could this surge in eastside records be related to the booming westside population?
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A highly atypical montane Purple Martin colony using natural snags persisted at Goose L, Skamania 21 Jul, with at 8 birds occupying two or more nests (P&RS). Bank Swallows continue to colonize the westside. New colonies were located along the Nisqually R., Thurston 14 Jun (K. McAllister) and near Stillwater, King 5 Jun (EH), while a westside-record 200+ inhabited a colony near Concrete, Skagit 30 Jun (TA). A Canyon Wren, very rare on the westside, was at Beacon Rock, Skamania 15 Jul (N. Pulcinella), while 2 were on Wind Mt., Skamania 14 Jul (SJ); both sites have harbored this species before, suggesting that Canyon Wrens may be resident in small numbers in Skamania. A Bewick's Wren near Oroville, Okanogan 6 Jul was e. Washington's northernmost ever and only about 10 km from interior British Columbia, which has no records (TA)! A pair of Western Bluebirds, Island's first, successfully nested during Jul near Coupeville (SE). Two Veeries were at their only westside breeding location, County Line Ponds, Whatcom 15 Jun+ (G. Heleker). Douglas's first Gray Catbird, rare on the westside, turned up at Canyonville 4 Jul (K. Sands). Five Oregon Northern Mockingbirds included 3 at Olex, Gilliam 23 Jun (A. Ahlgrim). In Washington, one visited Seattle 7 Jun (M. Egger), and a pair fledged 2-3 young at Horn Rapids, Benton during Jul (DR); Washington had but four previous breeding records. An utterly lost Sage Thrasher at Hosmer L., Deschutes (elevation about 1,300 m) 17 Jul was in the Douglas-fir zone (WG)! A very early American Pipit stopped at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 13 Jul (NB); the first lowland sightings are usually in mid-Aug. A true jaw-dropper was the Brewster's Warbler banded near Provolt, Josephine 11 Jul (DV); the Region had only four Golden-winged and three Blue-winged Warbler records and none of hybrids. A territorial Nashville Warbler near Crow, Lane 11 Jun was n. of that species' known breeding range in the Coast Range (DI). A tally of 106 Yellow Warblers along Coppei Cr., Walla Walla 19 Jun was unprecedented for Washington (SM, CB). Chestnut-sided Warblers appeared at Tierra del Mar, Tillamook 12 Jun (W. Gross), New R., Coos 13 Jun (TR), and Corvallis 16 Jun (J. Simmons); Chestnut-sideds seem more prone than other "eastern" vagrants to occur in such pulses. Washington's 6th summer Myrtle Warbler visited Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 1 Jun (SM, DSc); this subspecies has now been found in four consecutive summers. Oregon's 10th Black-throated Green Warbler adorned Plush, Lake 7 Jun, fitting the pattern of late-spring occurrences in se. Oregon (†B. Proebsting). A Black-and-white Warbler, barely annual in Washington, visited Quartz Creek Campground, Kittitas 11 Jun (fide DG); 5 were located in Oregon, which averages one or 2 per summer, including a pair near Sisters, Deschutes 18 Jun+ (Paul Sullivan, J. Meredith). The American Redstart's core breeding range in the Region is in ne. Washington. However, an isolated, well-established colony at County line Ponds, Whatcom/Skagit contained 7+ ads (TA), and 5 ads. (and one nest) were at the recently discovered and even more distant breeding site at Trout L., Klickitat (SJ, K. Glueckert). Additional apparently lone territorial males were scattered across the Region. The only Ovenbird was at Malheur 11 Jun (RCH). The core range of Northern Waterthrush is ne. Washington, though a small population has persisted in s.-cen. Oregon since the 1970s, and breeding has been suspected in ne. Oregon. This summer, 2 singing Northern Waterthrushes at Trout L. 29 May-19 Jun were well away from established sites (SJ, P. Moyer), and 2 were in ne. Oregon near Troy, Wallowa 1 Jul (SE). None, however, were found in s.-cen. Oregon (TM). A tally of 116 Common Yellowthroats at Kent, King 26 Jun approached the Washington record (CW). Continuing the upward trend, 3 Yellow-breasted Chats were noted in w. Washington. Two Clay-colored Sparrows at their traditional Spokane site 28 Jun yielded the summer's only sighting (M. Woodruff). Multnomah's first Black-chinned Sparrow appeared in a Portland yard 11 Jun (J. Gilligan); there are only about 10 prior Oregon records and only one away from Klamath/Jackson, a bird in Clackamas in Jun 1999. A Black-throated Sparrow, rare and irregular in Washington, was at the Hanford Site, Benton 20 Jun (fide H. Newsome). A concentration of 155 Savannah Sparrows at Ridgefield 3 Jul was most unusual for summer (SM, MP ST). The Region's first summer Slate-colored Junco near Frenchglen, Harney 7 Jun was about six weeks late (V. Arnold). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks showed well again this summer, continuing a Regional trend that began in 2000: 3 were in nw. Washington, 6 in w. Oregon, and 2 in e. Oregon. The summer's Indigo Bunting visited Denman W.M.A., Jackson 3-12 Jun (J. Hostick). The only Tricolored Blackbird detected in Washington was at Washtucna, Adams 12 Jun (DG). Washington's 3rd Orchard Oriole was found at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant 18 Jun (†SM), while that state's 5th Hooded Oriole visited Seattle 13 Jun (†C. Conolly, †R. Brown); all Washington records of Hooded are from the period late Apr—late Jul. The only eastside Great-tailed Grackle visited Malheur 3 Jun (T. Bray), but 3 at Lakeside 22 May-17 Jun were a Coos first and exceptionally rare for the outer coast (fide TR). Two Cassin's Finches near Mt. Hardy, Skagit 12-18 Jul were on the w. slope of the Cascades, where rare (K. Kemper, B. Kuntz, G. Bletsch), but one w. of the mts. in Portland 29 Jun was virtually unprecedented for summer (WG).

Addendum: An apparent Pink-sided Junco x Oregon Junco intergrade frequented a Moses L., Grant feeder late Dec 2004—Mar 2005 (ph. DSc); Pink-sided Junco and intergrades with other Dark-eyed Juncos were previously unrecorded in the Region.
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