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Autumn Migration, 2002

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, Alan Contreras and Bill Tweit
The Region had another truly exceptional fall, with 24 species deserving boldface including three potential first state records (one of which was a first Regional record). Warblers and seabirds were particularly well represented, and one wonders about El Niño effects on the latter group. There were, however, a number of fascinating stories beyond mega-rarities. Many rare and uncommon shorebirds showed up in exceptional numbers, particularly in eastern Washington, causing several single-day and seasonal high-count records to fall. Sea ducks staged an unprecedented invasion into the eastside. Red-shouldered Hawks, Black Phoebes, and Western Scrub-Jays continued to expand their ranges rapidly (note the lack of northern species expanding their ranges).
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The fall was cool and exceptionally dry, with less than 50% normal rainfall during each month essentially throughout the Region. Temperatures were below normal for almost all areas through most of the fall, but October was the coldest, with much of the Region averaging 3-8° F below average. The effect this had on birdlife was not apparent. 

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" denote areas east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH CRANE
A Red-throated Loon, very rare for the east-side, was at Wells Dam 17 Oct (DB). Peak counts such as the 3,000 Red-throated and 18,000 Pacific Loons at Boiler Bay 25 Nov have been fairly typical since regular surveillance began there a few years ago (PP). Two Pacifics at L. Roosevelt 4 Sep were about a month early for the eastside (BT). Nine Yellow-billed Loons 4 Oct+ was distinctly above normal; additionally, one of these was at Woodland, Cowlitz 15 Nov, providing only the 4th w. Washington freshwater record (†BT), while e. Washington's 6th was at Wanapum Dam 24 Nov+ (†SDs). Ten Clarks Grebes remained at F.R.R., their sole westside breeding locale, until 11 Sep (DI), while 3 at Penn Cove, Island 28 Sep provided w. Washington with one of its few records of multiple birds (vt. SM). Only 4 other Clark's Grebes were reported from the westside, 18 Sep on, a subpar fall. A total of 15 pelagic trips reported, providing excellent fall coverage particularly in Oct, with five trips. Black-footed Albatross averaged almost 150 per trip, indicating excellent numbers. Only 2 Laysan Albatross were found this fall, the lowest total since 1997: one off Westport 7 Sep (BT) and one off New port 26 Oct (GG). Northern Fulmars were reported in well-above-average numbers from shore, and one found its way to L. Union, Seattle 4-5 Nov (K. Li), providing an extremely rare record for the inner Puget Sound area. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers were phenomenal, averaging over 600 per trip, with a peak count of 1,757 off Westport 3 Aug (BLB). This fall's 27 Flesh-footed Shearwaters were unremarkable, but the peak of 7 off Newport 26 Oct was a new Oregon high count. Buller's Shearwater numbers were low, with a peak count of 127 off Westport 21 Sep (BT). Sooty Shearwater numbers were good in Aug, at 5,100 per trip, but dropped rapidly to average 90 per trip in Oct. Short-tailed Shearwaters were found on only one trip, 86 off Westport on 21 Sep (BT). A Greater Shearwater off Westport 24 Aug (photo by C. Artuso, †BLB) was Washington's first and only the 5th for the ne. Pacific. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel counts were generally low, averaging about 15 per trip, except for a peak count of 427 off Westport 21 Sep (BT), which likely consisted largely of migrants from farther north. A total of 13 Leach's Storm-Petrel represented an average
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SA - A GLOBEC cruise off the Oregon coast found 2 Dark-rumped Petrels and 2 likely Cook's Petrels. Single Dark-rumpeds were ca. 83 km w. of Port Orford, Curry 8 Aug and ca. 83 km w. of Florence, Lane 10 Aug (†D. Ainley, T. Ryan. C. Alexander, C Tynan). The 2 Cookilaria were together ca. 140 km w. of Florence 1 Aug (†D. Ainley, C. Alexander); all other species were eliminated except De Filippi's Petrel (P. defilippiana). There are two previous Dark-rumped records that fall within the purview of this Region, both outside the official 368-km (200-nautical-mi(e) limit: 423 km off Pt. St. George 10 Sep 2001 and 497 km off Cape Arago Coos 19 Oct 1986. The approximately 13 California records span late Apr to Late Aug. The only previous Regional record for Cook's Petrel was of a dead bird found at Grayland, WA on 15 Dec 1995. Peak occurrence in California is May through October. Do these sightings merely represent better coverage, or do they indicate the influence of oceanic events?

fall. A Manx Shearwater was off Tierra del Mar, Tillamook 7 Sep (†WG) and at Boiler Bay 18 Nov (PP), and single Manx/Black-vented Shearwaters were reported from Boiler Bay 13 Aug, 6 Sep, 11 Oct, and 9 Nov (PP). A Black-vented Shearwater reported off Clatsop Spit 17 Nov will await O.B.R.C. review (†MP, †TT). Almost totally unexpected was the subad Blue-footed Booby near Newport 7-9 Sep (ph. GLA, ph. AJ, m. ob.). The only previous Regional record came from Everett 23 Sep 1935. Most California records fall between late Jul and late Oct. Almost ho-hum by comparison was the Region's 4th Brown Booby, an ad female, off Westport 5 Oct (S. Mills, ph. BT, †BLB); the Region's first was as recent as 1997, three of the four have been recorded during Oct, and one was earlier this year. Thirty-three American White Pelicans at Sauvie I. during mid-Sep provided an excellent count for the westside (HN), while up to 10 at Coos Bay 4 Aug-2 Sep (TR) and 3 at Astoria 8 Nov (D. Haller) were on the outer coast, where not annual. Tallies of 2,000 Brown Pelicans and 3,500 Brandt's Cormorants flying past S. Beach, Lincoln 13 Oct were among the Region's highest ever (WH) lingering late again this year, 600+ Brown Pelicans headed s. past Boiler Bay 22 Nov (PP). No Cattle Egrets were reported for the first time in more than 20 years. An ad White-faced Ibis at Potholes Res., Grant 9 Sep furnished only the 6th fall/winter record from Washington (vt. SM). Singles at F.R.R. 1-9 Aug (P. Sherrell, J. Sullivan) and Brownsville, Linn 12 Aug (J. Fleischer) were equally unusual for w. Oregon. Single migrant Emperor Geese were at Sauvie I. 14-15 Oct (I. Tomlinson) and McMinnville, Yamhill 30 Nov (C. Karlen). “Stumpy" the Port Angeles Emperor Goose, which was first found on 5 Jan 1999, survived at least through 12 Oct (SM, DD). An ad. and imm. Blue Goose were near Stanwood, Snohomish 3 Nov+ (vt. SM, DD), and an ad. was at Fir I., Skagit 24 Nov+ (vt. SM, S. Pink); there are fewer than 20 records for Washington, but almost half have been since 1990. A flock of 150 Snow Geese migrating s. over Malheur 23 Aug was more than a month early (DE), and 3 at F.R.R. during early Aug were earlier yet (TM). Representing an above-average fall, this season's errant Ross's Geese included 5 in Walla Walla 23 Nov (MD, MLD), plus singles at Junction City, Lane 12 Nov (JS) and near Port Orford, Curry 25 Nov (TJW). A Black Brant, extremely rare in e. Washington, was at Wenatchee 8 Oct+ (†DB). Five others were in the Willamette Valley from F.R.R. northward 1 Nov+; interior west-side Brant seem to be increasingly regular. Five Eurasian Wigeon were found on the eastside from 9 Oct+. Common Teal are rarely reported before Dec because males need to be in "breeding" plumage for identification. This year, however, nice males were at Edmonds, Snohomish 9 Nov (DD), near Sequin 10 Nov (E. Kridler), and at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 21 Nov (P. Tilley, GG, HN). A hybrid Common x Green-winged Teal was at Crockett L., Island 24 Nov (SM, S. Pink). A tally of 125 Blue-winged Teal at F.R.R. 2 Aug was likely a Regional record high count for fall (S. McDonald). Last winter’s Common Golden-eye x Bufflehead hybrid was again at Wenatchee 20 Nov+ (B. St. George, DB). A Barrow's Goldeneye, very rare on the s. Oregon coast, was near Empire, Coos 26 Nov (TR). Very late for e. Washington were Ospreys at Sun Lakes, Grant 22 Nov (B. Shelmerdine) and Richland 24 Nov (BL, NL). White-tailed Kite 3, seemingly still on the increase, were widespread throughout the westside n. to Thurston, with a maximum of 21 at F.R.R. 26 Nov (D. Johnson). Red-shouldered Hawks continued to spread rapidly within the Region. Ten years ago, there were only two Washington records and but a handful from e. Oregon. This fall, there were at least 9 in Washington from mid-Sep onward and about 11 in se. and e.-cen. Oregon 7 Aug-8 Nov. In Washington, birds away from their usual haunts in the sw. included singles at Skagit W.M.A. 25 Sep (†TA) and 24 Nov+ (†M. Donahue, A. Knue) and 2 at Conboy L, Klickitat 5 Sep (†JE). Hawkwatch International observers at Chelan Ridge, WA found 7 Broad-winged Hawks, including one late bird on 25 Sep. In Oregon, at Bonney Butte, they had just one, but that bird was also late—23 Sep (D. Helzer). Two single Ferruginous Hawks e. of Brookings 26 & 28 Oct (DM), plus one at Agate L., Jackson through Nov (J. Livaudais), provided very rare westside records. Three Gyrfalcons were a bit below average: near Baskett Slough, Polk 24-30 Nov (J. Jebousek, KS), at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 3 Nov (D. Manaer, GG), and at Warrenton, Clatsop 28 Nov (MP). Twelve west-side Prairie Falcons, all in Oregon, was well above the norm. A group of 310 Wild Turkeys along Upper Dry Creek, Umatilla 30 Nov must be a Regional record (MD, MLD); given such numbers, one must be concerned about the effect this introduced species has on native mast-eating birds, particularly Ruffed Grouse. A Sandhill Crane at Sauvie I. 4 Aug was a month early (D. Bailey).

PLOVERS THROUGH ALCIDS
Rare on the eastside, single American Golden-Plovers were at Y.R.D. 8 Sep (BL, NL, DR, C. Simonsen) and at Lind Coulee, Grant 12 Nov (ph.. S. Ray); the latter was the latest ever for e. Washington by two or more weeks. Also intriguing was an unidentified golden-plover near 2,400 m in Horseshoe Basin, Okanogan 13 Sep (RH); this is probably the Region's first alpine golden-plover record. On the westside, the peak golden-plover tally was 39, including 22 Pacifics and 17 unidentified, at O.S. 28 Sep (S. MacKay); otherwise, westside golden-plover reports included approximately 34 Pacifics, 17 Americans, and only 6 unidentified, a subpar count in each category. Observers familiar with Common Ringed Plover heard this species' call uttered by a bird on Leadbetter Pt. 24 Nov (J. Starfire, T. McKee); unfortunately, the bird did not cooperate, and no other points of separation from Semipalmated Plover were noted. A breeding Black-necked Stilt remained at Baskett Slough, Polk to 27 Aug (KS), while 5 lingered at F.R.R. to 4 Aug (NS, DF). Rare westside American Avocet sightings included 3 at Agate L, Jackson 2 Sep (N. Barrett), 2 at Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 6 Sep (M. Reed), and one near Stanwood, Snohomish 14 Sep (GA). A flock of 220 Lesser Yellowlegs at Soap L.,

SA - Sea ducks invaded eastside waterways, particularly in Washington. Surf Scoter was dearly the main participant, with approximately 276 reported, over 10 times the recent norm. Most were found 8-23 Oct, and peak tallies were 55 at the Coulee Lakes, Grant 14 Oct (DSc) and 48 at Potholes Res, Grant 9 Oct (BF) White-winged Scoters and long-tailed Ducks were found in about twice their usual numbers with 33 of the former and 16 of the latter. Most White wingeds were found 12 Oct-2 Nov, with a maximum of 13 at Rock L, Whitman 14 Oct (C. Swift). Long-tailed Ducks were mostly seen from 2-24 Nov, with high counts of 5 at Wanapum Dam 24 Nov (SOs) and 4 at Soap I., Grant 11 Oct (DSc). Notably, Surf Scoter numbers along the coast also seemed robust with a maximum of 15,000 at South Beach, Lincoln 13 Oct (WH).
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Grant 30 Aug easily exceeded the previous Washington maximum (SM). This fall’s 80 Solitary Sandpipers eclipsed last fall's record total of 73. Seventy were on the eastside, and almost all were during Aug, with a peak count of 12 at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 17 Aug (MD, MLD). A Long-billed Curlew at Columbia N.W.R., Adams 7 Nov was more than two months late for e. Washington (BF). A Hudsonian Godwit at Bandon, Coos 8 Sep added to about 15 previous Oregon records (AJ). Bar-tailed Godwits again had a strong showing in Washington, with 2 at O.S. 29 Aug (ph.. RS, PtS) and singles at Blaine, Whatcom 28 Aug (†J. Duemmel), Westport 19 Oct (vt. SM), and at Tokeland, Pacific 18-26 Aug (ph.. RS, PtS) and 6-13 Oct (vt. SM); this brings the southbound total to approximately 8 birds. Consider that the first Washington record was in 1973 and that there were only 19 records for the entire 1990s. Single Marbled Godwits, not quite annual in e. Washington, were at Y.R.D. 27 Aug (BW, BL, NL, RF), W.W.R.D. 24 Aug (MD, MLD), McNary N.W.R. 2-7 Sep (TA), and Cassimer Bar, Okanogan 21 Sep (M. Spencer); the latter record was apparently the latest ever. Very rare for the eastside were single Ruddy Turnstones near Moose, Okanogan 6 Aug (HO) and at Gutierrez Ranch, Crook 16 Aug (CG). Semipalmated Sandpipers had an average showing, with 41 on the eastside and 16 on the westside through 15 Sep. The maximum was 15 near Corfu, Grant 20 Aug (CW). A concentration of 210 Baird's Sandpipers at St. Andrews, Douglas 30 Aug (SM) far exceeded Washington's previous maximum of 150. A Pectoral Sandpiper at Soap L. 15 Nov was two days shy of e. Washington's record-late date (BF). The Region had 26+ Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 20 Sep-29 Oct, the best total in more than ten years and quadruple the recent average of about six per fall. Six of these were from the eastside, which had only 15 previous records: 3 at Othello 3-13 Oct (TA, BF, ph. RH) and up to 3 at Lind Coulee, Grant 4-6 Oct (†DSc). The maximum of 11 near Stanwood, Snohomish 14 Oct (GA, K. & J. Wiggers) eclipsed the previous top Washington count of 6 at Leadbetter Pt. during Oct 1978. A Regional total of 33 Stilt Sandpipers, mostly 20 Aug-10 Sep, was unremarkable; several, however, were quite late, including one at O.S. 12 Oct (K. Brown) and one at Vancouver, Clark 20 Oct (WC). Eighteen Buff-breasted Sandpipers were more than triple recent norms. Twelve were scattered in singles and pairs along the Oregon coast 23 Aug-29 Sep; in Washington, all sightings were from the Puget Trough, where very rare, including one at Samish Flats 4-6 Sep (A. Roedell, G. Bletsch), 4 on Fir I., Skagit 7 Sep (†MB), and another there 15 Sep (DD, vt. SM). The Region averages about 4 Ruffs per fall, mostly from late Aug to late Sep. This year, there were 8 in Oregon and 2 in Washington during this time frame. Additionally, a number of late Ruffs were found including singles at Bandon 9-15 Oct (DL, KC), F.R.R. 27 Sep---1 Nov US), Foulweather Bluff, Kitsap 19 Oct (†BN), and Elma, Grays Harbor 17 Nov (ph. RS, PtS), plus 2 at Junction City Lane 16 Nov remaining near Eugene into Dec (†DDW). Short-billed Dowitchers appeared on the eastside in unprecedented numbers, with 20 in e. Washington and 3 in e. Oregon, including a maximum of 5 at Lind Coulee 9 Sep (SM) and 2 rather late birds at Othello 4 Oct (BF); e. Washington has recently averaged only 6 per year. Once again, Red-necked Phalaropes were scarce on pelagic trips, with only 247 tallied. Eastside Red Phalaropes are not annual, so singles at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 22 Sep (MD, MLD) and Soap L. 12 Oct (†MB) were noteworthy. Late fall storms also forced a number of Red Phalaropes close to shore, with a maximum of 2,000 at Boiler Bay 9 Nov (PP); the same weather drove 10 into w. Oregon's interior, where very rare, 14-16 Nov. The seasonal pelagic trip total was 281. Excellent numbers of Pomarine Jaegers were reported from pelagic trips, 326 total, with a peak of 103 off Westport on 5 Sep (BLB). Long-tailed Jaeger numbers, however, were mediocre, with 63 total. South Polar Skua numbers were up, following a surprising number of summer reports, with 40 off Washington and 13 off Oregon. Interesting jaegers away from pelagic trips included e. Washington's 2nd Pomarine Jaeger at Wenatchee 6 Sep (†DB) and single Parasitics there 30 Sep and 18-19 Oct (DB); Parasitics are very rare in e. Washington, occurring mostly during mid- and late Sep. A Parasitic at O.S. 21 Nov was about three weeks late (TA). Thirty-one Franklin's Gulls away from their se. Oregon haunts represented the best fall since 1998; there were 15 in w. Washington, 11 in e. Washington, and 5 in w. Oregon. The top count was 7 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 22 Sep (MD, MLD). Eastern Washington's 2nd Little Gull was at Wenatchee 16 Aug (†DB). A Mew Gull at Wenatchee 17 Aug was exceptionally early for e. Washington (DB), as was one at Malheur 7 Sep for e. Oregon (DE). A tally of 10,000+ California Gulls off Tatoosh I., Clallam 14 Sep was among the Region's highest ever (BB).

     [image: ]
While guiding a birding tour of the state, Alvaro Jaramillo and George Armistead found this subadult Blue-footed Booby, Oregon’s first, at Yaquina Head on 7 to 9 (here) September, 2002. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

Similarly, 770 Thayer's Gulls at Ediz Hook, Clallam 12 Oct (SM, DD) furnished the Region's 2nd highest count ever, after the 1,950 seen there 6 Nov 1999. A nicely described ad. Lesser Black-backed Gull at Port Angeles 4 Sep provided Washington's 3rd and w. Washington's first record (†BN). Three Glaucous Gulls, from 10 Nov on, was typical of recent years. A tally of 4000+ Sabine's Gulls off Tatoosh I. 14 Sep more than quadrupled the previous Washington maximum (BB). On scheduled Washington pelagic trips, Sabine's Gulls were also numerous, with a total of 1,015, but Sabine's were very scarce off Oregon, with only 64 seen. Interestingly, after last year's major incursion, a subpar 2 Sabine's Gulls were found on the eastside: L. Roosevelt, Lincoln 4 Sep (BT) and Y.R.D. 21 Sep (BL, NL). A Black-legged Kittiwake, rare in the Puget Trough, was at Edmonds, Snohomish 3 Nov (G. Oliver). Elegant Terns made a fair showing in Oregon, with 22 at Coos Bay 5 Aug (TR), 2 near Florence 6 Aug (P Sherrell), 5 near Seaside, Clatsop 7 Aug (TT, MP), and one at Newport 15 Sep U. Fontaine). Arctic Tern numbers on pelagic trips were quite low, totaling only 121, but one at Redmond, Deschutes 5 Sep provided a very rare eastside record (K. Owen). There were only 2 westside Forster's Terns: singles at Lost Creek Res., Jackson 2 Sep (N. Barrett) and at Big L., Linn 16 Sep (DDW, P. Sherrell, JF). A peak tally of 20,000 Common Murres headed s. past Boiler Bay 18 Nov (PP). Xantus's Murrelets are irregularly reported: 2 off Westport 5 Sep (†BLB) and 5 off Newport 5 Oct (GG). The peak tally of 665 migrant Cassin’s Auklets off Westport 14 Oct was absolutely dwarfed by the 4,000+ found off Newport in calm seas 19 Oct. The local breeding population is reflected in Aug/Sep counts; they averaged about 40 per trip, reflective of a recovering population. Similarly, Tufted Puffin numbers off Westport averaged 2 per trip this fall; a few years ago they averaged 2 per year. A Horned Puffin off Westport 5 Sep (ph. S. Mills, †BLB) was the first-ever early fall record from a pelagic trip, though there are several such records from land. Eastern Washington's 8th Ancient Murrelet was at Lyle, Klickitat 20 Aug (B. Hansen, S. Johnston); previous records span 10 Aug--3 Dec.

PIGEONS THROUGH WAGTAILS
Band-tailed Pigeons, rare on the eastside, were near Hart's Pass, Okanogan 8 Aug (110) and at Fields 27 Sep (S. Wright). Washington's 2nd Eurasian Collared-Dove remained
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SA – Bushtits are hardly known for vagrancy. Last summer one was found as Potholes Res., Grant, and we marveled that it was ca. 100 km. away from the nearest populations in Yakima. Well this fall at least 25 were frond at Potholes Res. 20-25 Oct (G. Shugart, BF, RH), and specimens collected from the flock were found to be P. m. plumbeus (DP), the nearest population of which exists nearly 300 km. away in ne. Oregon. Paulson reviewed Washington specimens in the Univ. of Puget Sound collection and found that one Bushtit collected decades ago in Yakima was also a plumbeus: the remainder was, however, of the expected coastal races. The fascinating questions are, where did these birds come from, and how long have they been here?

at Wenatchee through 3 Sep (DB), while the long-staying bird at Joseph, Wallowa remained until 4 Aug (Paul Sullivan). Amazingly another appeared on 4 Aug at Kinney L., Wallowa (T. Shelmerdine), providing about the 6th record for Oregon. Oregon's 8th White-winged Dove was at Newport, Lincoln 11-14 Oct (ph. D. Kasper); almost all Regional records have been May—Nov. Five Burrowing Owls in w. Oregon from 25 Sep on represented an above-average Fall. Increasing observer effort has led to increasing numbers of Boreal Owl reports; this fall birds were reported from the Washington Cascades in Chelan (DB), Kittitas (SDs, CW, RTS), Pierce (BLB, M. Roening), and Lewis (BT), and from Oregon's Wallowa Mountains (D. Herr, MD, MID). All were 13 Sep-28 Oct. Very rare in Oregon e. of the Cascades, a Black Swift was at Malheur 6 Sep (DE). Impressive as it sounds, the peak count of 11,000 Vaux's Swifts roosting in Eugene 10 Sep was distinctly below average (M. Rudolph). A White-throated Swift at Manson, Chelan 24-31 Oct was Washington's 2nd latest ever (VN). Rare on the eastside, an Anna's Hummingbird was at Canyon Terrace, Benton 30 Aug (BL, NL), and a pair was at Bend throughout the fall (D. Tracy). This fall's Costa's Hummingbird was at Tigard, Washington 25 Sep (T. Stainbrook). A Calliope Hummingbird at Bend 6 Oct was about a month late (J. Moodie). Oregons 15th Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was a juv. at Long Cr., Grant 8 Sep (†SM), providing the Region's first Sep record; most have been Oct—Feb. Very rare e. of the Cascade/Warner Mts., a Red-breasted Sapsucker was at Frenchglen, Harney 5 Oct (C. Butler). A Lewis's Woodpecker, very rare on the Oregon coast, was at Seaside, Clatsop 12 Oct (S. Warner). In w. Washington, where rare, one was at Ridgefield 11 Sep (TA). A Western Wood-Pewee at Ridgefield 5 Oct furnished Washington’s 3rd Oct record (vt. SM). An unidentified Empidonax flycatcher at Corvallis, Benton 28 Nov was six or more weeks late, no matter what the species (M. Rudolph). A Gray Flycatcher at 1,923 m near Junior Pt., Chelan 24 Sep was the latest ever for Washington (DB). A Dusky Flycatcher at Portland 25 Sep provided a very rare fall record for nw. Oregon (WG). A Least Flycatcher was at Washtucna, Adams 1 Sep (BF, SM, RH); of late, this species has been nearly annual during fall in Washington, mostly 28 Aug-15 Sep. Washington's 5th Black Phoebe was at Ridgefield 11 Sep+ (†TA), while last year's bird near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum returned 16 Oct+ (K. Knittle); 5 more in nw Oregon were n. of their usual haunts, while 2 at Lower Klamath N.W.R. 5 Oct provided a very rare e. Oregon record (K. Spencer); this species' range continues to expand rapidly. Only 3 Say's Phoebes were found in w. Oregon away from the Rogue R. valley, a poor fall. However, one at O.S. 9 Sep was only about the 11th for w. Washington during fall (BW). Washington's 4th and the Region's 7th Vermilion Flycatcher was near Stanwood, Snohomish 1 Nov (†GA); prior records were Oct—Mar. An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 23 Nov was well n. of its usual range and three months late (C. Karlen). Tropical Kingbirds continue to be found in numbers, with 5 in Oregon 12 Oct-28 Nov and 4 in Washington: Bay Center, Pacific 12 Oct (ph. RS, PtS), Tokeland, Pacific 13-21 Oct (ph. RS, PtS), near Elma, Grays Harbor 23 Nov (†B. Ramsey, †K. Brown), and near Edison, Skagit 17-29 Nov (K. Ramsa, K. Kemper, ph. J. Eisner). The latter two records doubled the total of Washington records away from the Outer Coast/Olympic Pen. An Eastern Kingbird at Ritzville, Adams 28 Sep set a record Washington late date by eight days (DSc). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was at Salishan Spit, Lincoln 7-11 Nov (R. & D. Roberts, ph. PP); there are about 16 previous Oregon records, all May—Nov and most May—Jun. Rare for the Oregon coast were single Loggerhead Shrikes at Clatsop Spit 28 Oct (TT) and Sixes Estuary, Curry 20 Nov (DM, KG). A Black-billed Magpie, very rare on the west-side, was near Monmouth, Polk 27 Sep (fide P. Adamus). Only 3 Blue Jays were found, well below the recent 7-8 per fall average, with singles at Springfield, Lane 19 Oct+ (S. Maulding), near Coburg, Lane 25 Oct (R. Holland), and at Othello 20 Oct-11 Nov (RH). Western Scrub-Jays continue to show signs of range expansion. The most notable extralimital records include one at O.S. 7 Sep (BW), 5 at Ft. Simcoe, Yakima 22 Sep (K. Turley), one near Hines, Harney 30 Sep (P. Bowers), 2 at Burns 9 Oct+ (R. Vetter), and one near the Cascade Crest at McKenzie Pass, Lane 6 Oct (DF, V. Arnold). Very rare for e. Oregon, a Purple Martin was at Malheur 6 Sep (DE). A tally of 4,100 Violet-green Swallows at Ridgefield 5 Oct was the highest ever for Washington (SM). The traditional Barn Swallow roost near Dayton, Yamhill peaked at an impressive 100,000 on 13 Sep (FS). Rare w. of the Cascades in Washington was a Rock Wren at Joemma S.P., Pierce 20 Oct (H. Jennings); one at Cape Ferrelo, Curry 4 Sep was similarly unusual for the Oregon coast (DM). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Tumalo Res., Deschutes 21 Sep was well n. of its limited Oregon breeding range (†J. Gerke). Coos' 2nd Mountain Bluebird was at N.S.C.B. 27 Sep (TR); this species is very rare w. of the Cascades during fall, and most such records are from Nov. A Dusky Thrush was belatedly reported but exquisitely documented from a yard in Mt. Vernon, Skagit 27 Jun, furnishing the contiguous United States' first record (†P. Alexander); there are, however, two late fall/winter records from the vicinity of Vancouver, British Columbia. A Gray Catbird near Williams, Josephine 18 Sep was in w. Oregon, where extremely rare (†DV). Five Northern Mockingbirds away from their localized breeding areas in Jackson was about average; Washington records include singles at O.S. 19 Oct (DD, vt. SM) and Ridgefield 24 Nov (R. Spaulding). Single Brown Thrashers near L. Creek, Jackson 24-25 Sep (†J. Kemper, J. Hartman) and Plush, Lake 5 Oct (†HH) added to approximately 22 prior Oregon records. A Sage Thrasher at Gutierrez Ranch, Crook 15 Nov was over six weeks late (CG). Formerly somewhat regular, but now very rare on the westside, a Bohemian Waxwing was near Stanwood, Snohomish 15 Nov (GA). Oregon's 2nd Yellow Wagtail was at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 8 Sep (†FS); Oregon has one previous record: 31 Aug 1997. See Birders Journal (Heindel 1999) for a fine review of this species' occurrence in North America.

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
Washington’s 12th Tennessee Warbler was banded along the Little Spokane R., Spokane 24 Aug (ph. M. Frobe); most previous records have been late Aug-mid Sep. In Oregon, where annual, Tennessees were near Brookings 5 Sep (DM) and at Malheur 6 Sep (AC, DF) and 20-21 Sep (TR). The westside’s 3rd Virginias Warbler was near Brookings 23 Sep (†DM); prior records were also from Oregon during fall. Washington's 8th Black-throated Blue Warbler was at Brier, Snohomish 2 Nov (†G. DiBernardi), while one at Burns 12-13 Oct (R. Vetter, J. Suther) added to about 35 previous Oregon records; most Regional records have been mid-Sep to mid-Nov. Black-throated Gray Warblers are very rare in far e. Washington, so one at Kahlotus, Franklin 9 Sep was noteworthy (SM). Similarly, a Hermit Warbler was of note at Malheur 18 Sep (TR). Single Prairie Warblers were at the Deschutes R. mouth, Sherman 21
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Sep (D. Bailey), Seaside 22 Sep (†MP), and at the Pistol R. mouth, Curry 12 Oct (†AC, HH, NS); all but one of Oregon's previous 11 records were coastal, and most were mid Sep —mid Oct. Washington's 2nd Bay-breasted Warbler was near Potholes Res., Grant 21 Sep (†DSc), Washington's 14th Blackpoll Warbler was at Richland 11 Sep (NL, RF, C. Simonsen), while 2 near Brookings 23 Sep were on the Oregon coast, where very rare (DM); Black-polls at Malheur 14 Sep (GLA) and 20-21 Sep (TR) were in se. Oregon, where annual. This fall's yield of Black-and-white Warblers included singles at Peoria, Linn 10-16 Sep (M. Campbell), Malheur 20 Sep (S. Greenberg), and Eugene 22 Sep (M. Maffei). Rare migrants on the westside, 2 American Redstarts were at Marymoor Park, King 22 Aug (M. Hobbs), and one was at Portland 17 Sep (WG, R. Smith). Ovenbirds at Malheur 8 Sep (DF, AC) and N. Bend, Coos 1 Nov (S. Townsend) were the Region's first during fall since at least 1994.
   [image: ]
This Chestnut-collared Longspur at Floras Lake, Curry County, Oregon 11 October 2002 was the vanguard of an unprecedented irruption along the Oregon coast. In all, 11 Chestnut-collareds were found, more than all previous records of this species from Oregon combined. Photograph by Noah Strycker.

Northern Waterthrushes, very rare migrants on the westside, were at Skagit W.M.A. 18 Aug (TA) and Florence, Lane 19 Oct—Dec (AC, NS, HH). A male Hooded Warbler at Malheur 8 Sep (AC, vt. SM, DF) was joined a day or two later by another male (GLA), with at least one bird lingering until 21 Sep (†K. Smith); there were 10 prior Oregon records. A MacGillivray's Warbler at Lind Coulee 5 Oct was provided e. Washington's 3rd latest record (†DSc). A Wilson's Warbler at Moses L., Grant 1 Nov was more than a month tardy (DSc), while a Yellow-breasted Chat at Coppei Cr., Walla Walla 21 Sep was likely the latest ever for Washington (MD, MLD); almost as noteworthy was a chat at Creswell, Lane 20 Sep (NS). Oregon's 16th Summer Tanager was at S. Beach, Lincoln 21 Nov (†E. Horvath); nine of the 16 have been since May 2000. Single American Tree Sparrows, extremely rare in sw. Oregon, were at Brookings 15 Nov (KG) and Floras L., Curry 25 Nov (TJW). Oregon's 3 Clay-colored Sparrows 31 Aug-2 Nov made for the lowest fall total since 1997. In Washington, singles at Windust S.P., Franklin 21-22 Sep (BL, MD, MLD) and Wenatchee 6 Sep (DB) were more typical of the last few years. Brewer's Sparrow sightings from w. Oregon seem to be steadily increasing; this fall there were 5 birds 17-31 Aug. A Brewer's at Windust S.P. 21-22 Sep may have been the latest ever for Washington (BL). A Lark Bunting at Bandon, Coos 17 Aug was about the 24th tor Oregon (J.G, O. Schmidt); previous records were scattered throughout the calendar and state. A Red Fox Sparrow at Puget I., Wahkiakum 11 Nov was about the 13th for Washington (†BT, BLB). West of the Cascades, where rare, single Slate-colored Fox Sparrows were at Kent, King 8 Nov (†CW), Florence, Snohomish 10 Nov (SM, DD), and near Monroe, Snohomish 29 Nov (vt. SM). Swamp Sparrow numbers were superb, with 15 in w. Oregon, 9 in w. Washington, and 5 in e. Washington, where barely annual, including 3 at Wenatchee 23 Nov (DB). A Likely first for the Region was an apparent ad Golden-crowned x White-throated Sparrow hybrid at Brookings, Curry 10 Oct (ph. S. Chambers). The status of pugetensis White-crowned Sparrows e. of the Cascades is poorly known, but 5 at Wahluke Slope, Franklin 2 Sep highlight the likelihood that this taxon is a regular migrant in the Columbia Basin (SM, BF); one wonders, do they remain to winter or go farther south? Eight Harris's Sparrows in Washington and 2 in Oregon represented an above-average fall and included 2 that were about a month early at Lind Coulee 15 Sep (†DSc). Chestnut-collared Longspurs flooded the Oregon coast. The first was found at Floras L, Curry 11 Oct (HH, ph. NS, AC). After a three-week lull, 2 were found at N.S.C.B. 2 Nov, and another was there 8-10 Nov (†TR), 3 were near Seaside 2-30 Nov (†TT, MP), one was at Clatsop Spit 2 Nov (†MP), and 3 were near Cape Blanco 7 Nov (TJW). Eleven birds in all. There were about 12 prior Oregon records, mostly early Oct—early Nov and mostly from the westside. Single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, very rare during fall, were at Bend 14 Sep (D. Tracy) and Milwaukie, Clackamas 4 Nov (JG). A Black-headed Grosbeak at Bennington L., Walla Walla 26 Oct was more than a month late (MD, MLD). An Indigo Bunting at Fields 5 Sep added to about 50 Oregon records, most of which come from Apr—Jun (SM). Tricolored Blackbirds, first found in Washington in 1998, continued to make news. Sightings from Othello and vicinity included a male and female 9 Sep (vt. SM), 2 males 12 Oct (BF), and one male 4-8 Nov (BF); this area has generated many reports over the last few winters. Tricoloreds were also recorded for the 3rd consecutive fall/winter at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark, with 3 there 30 Nov (vt. SM, DD). Washington's 13th Common Grackle was near Kennewick, Benton 19 Oct and 13 Nov (ph. DR). A distinctly odd icterid was photographed in Auburn, King 19-21 Oct (M. Willison, ph. RS); careful analysis by Jaramillo strongly suggests that this bird is an ad. female Great-tailed Grackle x Brewer's Blackbird hybrid, though the extent of dark marking on the head and breast seems anomalous for this combination. No combination can fully explain this bird's parentage without invoking some aberrancy. Representing a typical fall, single Rusty Blackbirds were near Bayview, Skagit 17 Nov (†CW, SDs) and at Shillapoo Bottoms 30 Nov (vt. SM, DD). A Purple Finch, rare in far e. Washington, was at Elk, Spokane 13 Oct (MM). Errant Lesser Goldfinches were at Lacey, Thurston 16 Aug (†S. Mills) and W. Richland 17 Nov (B. Kaiser, NL, C. Simonen); there were only six prior records away from Klickitat/Clark. A flock of 2,000 American Goldfinches near Eugene, Lane 1 Oct was likely a Regional record (D. Heyerly).

ADDENDUM
A flock of 11 Band-tailed Pigeons at Steamboat Rock, Grant 5 Jan 2002 (BF, RH) was accidentally not included in the winter report. Band-tailed Pigeons are extremely rare in e. Washington during winter.
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The Winter Season, 2002-03

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons, and Bill Tweit
The Region had a topsy-turvy winter, with swallows instead of winter finches and shearwaters instead of fulmars and albatrosses. Though there were a few mega-rarities around, including the Region's first Bean Goose, the season's main story was definitely that of semi-hardy and non-hardy species spending the winter. Consider that Washington had four first winter records (excluding the Bean Goose) and Oregon had one. Additionally, Barn Swallows invaded again, exceeding even last winter's unprecedented tally. Some "winter" birds did show up. In particular, American Tree Sparrows and Snow Buntings were present in good numbers east of the Cascades. White-tailed Kite, Red-shouldered Hawk, Western Scrub-Jay, and Bewick's Wren showed further signs of range expansion, while Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Indigo Bunting reports are ever more frequent, even during winter. Those of us living in the heavily populated Puget Trough and Portland areas perceived the winter as a dry one, but through December and January, most of the Region experienced well-above-average precipitation. The winter was warm throughout, however, with January temperatures averaging more than 8 degrees Fahrenheit above normal.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). Eastside and westside denote locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH CRANES
A Red-throated Loon, now almost annual in e. Washington, was below Wampum Dam 3 Jan-15 Feb (PtS, RS). A tally of 8,000 Pacific Loons flying past Boiler Bay, Lincoln 9 Dec was excellent for winter (PP). Last Fall's Yellow-billed Loon at Wanapum Dam remained throughout the winter (m. ob.); on the westside, 3 Yellow-billeds was about average: Westport 14 Dec (BT, S. Mills), near Sequim, Clallam 17 Dec (BLB, CW), and Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 6 Feb (WH). Three Clark's Grebes each in w. Oregon and w. Washington represented a fairly typical winter. The only pelagic trip of the winter was 8 Feb off Westport (BT); it found some extremely unusual numbers. Virtually absent were the typical winter tubenoses: no albatrosses and only 13 Northern Fulmars. Instead, shearwaters were found in unprecedented winter numbers, including 25 Pink-footed, one Flesh-footed, 84 Sooty, and 7 Short-tailed; there were no previous Washington winter records of Flesh-footed and only about two of Pink-footed. Twenty-two Short-tailed Shearwaters flying past Dungeness Spit, Clallam 16 Dec was unusual from land anywhere in the Region but was particularly noteworthy for being so far e. of Cape Flattery (J. Acker, B. Waggoner). Two Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off Westport 8 Feb were also somewhat unusual. Brown Pelicans again lingered well into Dec, with hundreds at several locations into mid-Dec and an unprecedented 1,000 at Boiler Bay 9 Dec (PP); this species is still very rare after Dec, so singles at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 20 Jan (WH), Gold Beach, Curry 12 Jan (PaS), and Seaside, Clatsop 24 Feb (S. Warner) were also noteworthy. Eastside winter Great Egrets have become annual of late; this winter 2 were at Moses L., Grant 21 Dec-10 Feb (DSc), and 10 were at Ringold, Franklin 8-25 Jan (H. Bowers), with 5 remaining there until 14 Feb (J. & A. Dittmer). A tally of 122 Black-crowned Night-Herons at McNary N.W.R., Umatilla 1 Feb was an order of magnitude above a normal winter count anywhere in the Region, excepting perhaps the Klamath Basin (MD, MID). A Turkey Vulture was near Sequim, Clallam 13 Jan (J. Stewart); vultures are very
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rare during mid-winter in Washington. In Oregon, where possibly increasing as a winterer, at least 8 Turkey Vultures wintered for the 3rd consecutive year near Eugene (DI). The Region's first well-documented Bean Goose delighted observers at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 7-17 Dec (ph. PtS, RS); outside experts confirmed it as a middendorffi, one of the "Taiga" races from Siberia (M. Ogilvie, K Litvin, pers. comm.). Further details will appear in a future issue of North American Birds. The resident Port Angeles Emperor Goose survived another season (R. McNair-Huff), while another was at F.R.R. 5-28 Feb (D. Arendt). The 3 blue-morph Snow Geese at Stanwood/Fir I., first found in Nov, remained through the winter (SM, DD, TA); there are fewer than 20 records of this morph for the state. This winter was another good one for Ross's Geese, with 6 in w. Oregon, one in w. Washington, and one in e. Washington. Single Brant, rare on the westside interior, were at Salem 18 Dec (K, Sparkman), F.R.R. throughout the winter (WE), and Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 23 Dec (J. Jebousek). Last fall's Black Brant wandered between Wenatchee, Chelan and Orondo, Douglas throughout the winter (DB, ph. R. Hendricks). A confusing flock of 200 Brant at Useless Bay, Island 17 Feb mostly consisted of birds that appeared to be Gray-bellieds, but at least one looked typical for hrota (vt. SM, DD). Nine eastside Eurasian Wigeon this winter was better than average. A Mallard x Northern Pintail was at Everett 26 Dec (SM, RTS). A Blue-winged Teal, not annual during winter, was at Millacoma Marsh, Coos 13 Feb (TR). Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal had another banner winter, with 11 "pure" birds and 4 Common x Green-winged Teal hybrids on the westside; a Common Teal at Prineville, Crook 31 Dec was on the eastside, where not annual (CG). 
[image: ]
This Ruff near Satsop, Grays Harbor County, Washington, present 28 December 2002 (here) through at least 4 January 2003, was one of four in the Region this winter, the first in over two decades to be found in winter. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

A Harlequin Duck, very rare on the eastside during winter, was at Deschutes River S.P., Sherman 18 Jan (WG). Likely related to this fall's incursion, a White-winged Scoter was at Wanapum Dam 26 Dec-3 Jan (SDs), and 5 were at Wenatchee 9 Dec (DB), while 4 Surf Scoters were at Wenatchee 9 Dec (DB) and 2 were at Hood River 31 Dec (SJ); though rare to uncommon during fall, White-winged and Surf Scoters are very rare during winter on the eastside. Eight eastside Long-tailed Ducks equaled the totals for the previous two winters but was well above the long-term average. The Common Goldeneye x Bufflehead remained throughout the winter at Wenatchee (DB, B. St. George). Five thousand Common Goldeneyes near Ontario, Malheur 31 Jan was likely the largest tally ever for the Region (CC, JC). Several large concentrations of Common Mergansers were reported, including a stunning 3,790 at Moses L., Grant 10 Jan (RH) and a smaller but still exceptional tally of 1,122 Common Mergansers near Tacoma 21 Dec (CW, BLB). Five Osprey in e. Washington about doubled that area's number of winter records; singles were at Moses L., Grant 1 Dec (DSc), Chamna Nature Preserve, Benton 7 Dec (fide BL), Ellensburg, Kittitas 14 Dec (SDs), lower Yakima R. 4 Jan (M. Lilga), and near Cle Elum, Kittitas 18 Feb (M. Hobbs). An Osprey near Snohomish 25 Jan was in w. Washington, where merely very rare (D. Swayne). White-tailed Kite reports continue to increase, with many reported from the outer coast n. through Grays Harbor and e. along the lower Columbia R. to Steigerwald L., Clark. The Red-shouldered Hawk explosion continues. Six were found this winter in Clark (JE, TA), and singles were also at Skagit W.M.A. through 5 Feb (TA, J. Duemmel), Cathlamet, Wahkiakum 1 Dec-15 Feb (L. Cain, B. Waggoner), Westport 26 Dec (†B. Shelmerdine), and O.S. 11 Jan (vt. G. Gerdts, B. Waggoner). In e. Oregon, where also increasing, a Red-shouldered was at Ft. Klamath 8 Dec (D. Haupt). Rare during winter in e. Washington, single Ferruginous Hawks were at Lower Smith Canyon, Franklin 15 Feb (DR) and Byrnes Rd., Walla Walla 21 Feb (MD, MLD). Even more noteworthy was a very rare westside Ferruginous at Netarts 26 Jan (S. Shunk, K. Falco); 2 others were reported in w. Oregon without documentation. The Region's 10 Gyrfalcons this winter represented a fairly typical count; unusual was that 5 were in w. Oregon and only 2 were in w. Washington, a reversal of the normal ratio. Fourteen westside Prairie Falcons, 10 in Oregon and 4 in Washington, was better than normal. A Sora at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 15 Dec provided e. Washington's 4th winter record (K. Turley), while 2 at Houston L., Crook 22 Dec (CG) and one at Prineville, Crook 31 Dec (CG) were nearly as unusual; in w. Washington, where very rare during winter, 2 were at McChord Air Force Base 21-25 Dec (S. Agnew). A Sandhill Crane at Umatilla N.W.R. 31 Dec provided the Columbia Basin's first Dec record (H. Browers).

PLOVERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A Pacific Golden-Plover wintered for the 2nd consecutive year near Tangent, Linn 12 Jan through Feb (T. Snetsinger); there are fewer than 10 Oregon winter records. A Black-necked Stilt at Klamath Forest N.W.R. 22 Feb was the first ever during winter on the eastside (E. Marple), while 25 American Avocets at L. Abert, Lake 5 Dec provided only the 2nd eastside winter record of that species (TB). For the 3rd consecutive winter, a Lesser Yellowlegs was in Washington, with one near Sequim, Clallam 13 Dec (B. Boekelheide); this species was formerly far from annual in winter in that state. In Oregon, 2 near Eugene throughout the winter (HH, DDW, DI) and one at Coos Bay 16 Jan (TR) provided a fairly typical winter's yield. Spotted Sandpipers, extremely rare during winter on the eastside, were at the Deschutes R. mouth, Sherman throughout the winter (HN, MP) and at Bend, Deschutes 13 Feb (KO). Rare during winter away from the outer coast, a Marbled Godwit was near Belfair, Mason 25 Jan-9 Feb (M. Hrudkaj).
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Three Western Sandpipers were at Moses L., Grant 12 Jan, and one was there 23 Feb (DSc); this species is very rare during winter on the eastside. Coastal Least Sandpiper numbers were exceptional, with 250 at Tillamook Bay 6 Jan (HN) and 225 at Nahcotta, Pacific 15 Jan (TA). For the 3rd consecutive winter, a Rock Sandpiper of the nominate subspecies was at O.S. 20 Dec (vt. CW, RTS, T. Perkins). Dunlin again over-wintered in the Columbia Basin, with top counts of 120 at W.W.R.D. 28 Feb (MD, MLD), 30 at Moses L. throughout the winter (DSc), and 18 at Y.R.D. 16-20 Jan (RF, NL, BW). Two Ruffs at Eugene throughout the winter (m. ob.), one at Salem 4 Feb (†J. Lundsten), and one near Satsop, Grays Harbor 28 Dec-4 Jan (B. Jones, ph. RS, vt. BT) provided the Region's first winter records since one was found near Coquille, Coos on 18 Jan 1980 (D. Fix). A winter flock of 160 Long-billed Dowitchers at Moses L. 21 Dec was wholly unprecedented for the eastside (DSc), while 1,200 at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 14 Feb (MD, MLD) likely furnished a record Regional winter tally. Mid-Dec storms drove Red Phalaropes landward, with maxima of 360 at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 16 Dec (J. Acker, B. Waggoner) and 150 at North Beach, Jefferson 16 Dec (CW, BLB); the last were gone by 10 Jan. As often happens with these storms, a few were found at scattered westside interior locations 12-31 Dec, with a top count of 15 at F.R.R., 18 Dec (DDW), but 2 at Hatfield L., Deschutes 29 Dec were probably the first ever during winter on the eastside (J. Meredith). Two Pomarine Jaegers were off Westport 8 Feb (BT); Pomarines are apparently regular in small numbers off the Washington coast during winter. Eastside Bonaparte's Gulls are very rare during winter, especially after early to mid-Dec; consequently, 60 at Moses L., Grant in mid-Dec. dwindling to 6 at winters end, were noteworthy (DSc). Two Heermann's Gulls were at Port Angeles, Clallam 5 Dec (BN), and 2 were at Coos Bay 15 Dec (DI, AC); of late, this species has become almost annual during winter The ad. Lesser Black-backed Gull returned for the 4th consecutive winter to the W.W.R.D. 21-28 Feb (MD, MLD); only 2 other Lesser Black-backeds have been recorded in Washington. On the eastside, Western Gulls are regular only along the Columbia R. e. to the TriCities, so one at Clarkston, Asotin 3 Jan-25 Feb was noteworthy (†C. Swift, ph. T. Gray, ph. T. Besser). This winter's 10 Glaucous Gulls was the lowest in more than 10 years. A count of 668 Black-legged Kittiwakes off Westport 8 Feb was exceptional (BT). Counts of 40,000 Common Murres flying past Boiler Bay 9 Dec (PP) and 9,100 off Westport 8 Feb (BT) were most encouraging, as Regional numbers seem on the mend. Washington's 10th Thick-billed Murre was w. of Port Townsend, Jefferson 17 Dec (†CW, BLB); all but one of Washington records have fallen between 6 Dec and 19 Feb. A total of 3,100+ Cassin's Auklets off Westport 8 Feb (BT) was also a very high winter count. A Eurasian Collared-Dove was at Joseph, Wallowa 11 Dec, presumably the same bird seen there intermittently since last winter (F. Conley); there are about six Oregon records. Two Burrowing Owls overwintered in sw. Linn, providing a fairly typical winter total for w Oregon (JF, JG). The only e. Washington Burrowing Owls was 2 at Pasco, Franklin 10 Feb (J. & A. Dittmer) and one at Finley, Benton 19 Jan-21 Feb (B. Dunham). Snowy Owl numbers this winter were quite low, with 5 in e. Washington, one in e. Oregon, and one in w. Oregon. Four westside Great Gray Owls this winter, mostly in the Cascade foothills, was better than normal. A Boreal Owl was found at Mt. Pisgah, Wheeler 7 Dec (JG); winter records of this species are few, mostly because of habitat inaccessibility. Still rare on the eastside, an Anna's Hummingbird overwintered at Bend, Deschutes (DT) and at Cashmere, Chelan (J. Phillips), and another was at White Salmon, Klickitat 16 Feb (C. Flick). A Costa's Hummingbird at Eugene 27 Jan-13 Feb added to about 10 previous Oregon winter records (L. McQueen, DI). Female/imm. Selasphorus hummingbirds were at West Seattle 8 Dec-3 Feb (ph. J. Houston) and Kenmore, King 15 Jan (B. McKenzie); Dec/Jan records of
  [image: ]
Only Oregon's second in winter, this adult male Baltimore Oriole visited a feeder in Florence, Lane County from late December 2002 through February 2003 (here 10 January). Photograph by Owen Schmidt.

Rufous Hummingbirds from Washington probably number fewer than five, so observers should not assume that winter Selasphorus are Rufous. Spring migrant Rufous were about two weeks early, with the first Oregon reports coming from Astoria, Clatsop 31 Jan (B. Barnett), Waldport, Lane 2 Feb (K. Ciotti), and New R., Coos 2 Feb (TR); Washington's first were at Nahcotta, Pacific 11 Feb (K. Sayce) and Vashon I., King 14 Feb (E. Swan). An Allen's Hummingbird at New R. 2 Feb was two to three weeks early (TR). The continuing presence of Acorn Woodpecker in Washington was evidenced by one near Lyle, Klickitat 3 Jan (WC). A Lewis's Woodpecker was at Brownsville, Linn 3 Jan (JF), and 2 were near Monmouth, Polk 25 Jan (B. Tice); this species is a rare winterer in the Willamette Valley. Another Lewis's near Joyce, Clallam 10-24 Feb provided a very rare Olympic Pen. record (B. Oakes). For the 3rd winter out of the last five, a Williamson's Sapsucker was near Trout L., Klickitat 11 Jan-11 Feb (K. Glueckert); they are generally very rare during winter in e. Washington. Rare e. of the Cascades, a Red-breasted Sapsucker was near Prineville, Crook 22 Dec, and a Red-breasted x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrid was also in the area 18 Jan (CG).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
The Black Phoebe was near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum for its 2nd winter (m. ob.); there are still only five Washington records. Another Black Phoebe near Canby, Clackamas 24 Jan was well n. of its usual range in Oregon (E. Specht). Approximately 15 Say's Phoebes in w. Oregon about trebled the winter average for the last decade. Say's Phoebes are normally quite rare in e. Washington during winter until mid-Feb, when spring migrants return. This winter, one was at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima 15 Dec (K. Turley), and 2 were on the Three Rivers C.B.C. 5 Jan (fide MD). Oregon's 4th and the Region's 8th Vermilion Flycatcher was an ad. male that successfully overwintered at Woodburn, Marion after first being found by a jogger in mid-Nov (S. Latin, ph., m. ob.). An Ash-throated Flycatcher near Florence, Lane 5 Dec was well heard and seen (B. & Z. Stotz), providing the first winter record in over 10 years. For only the 3rd winter ever, one of the fall's Tropical Kingbirds lingered into Dec, with a single at Warrenton, Clatsop to 15 Dec (MP). Midwinter Loggerhead Shrikes are rare in e. Washington; one was near Wallula, Walla Walla 5 Jan (MD, MLD), and one was at Rattlesnake Mtn., Benton 19-25 Jan (BL, NL) with 2 there 8 Feb (BW). A total of 7 Blue Jays was about average, with 3 in e. Washington, one in e. Oregon, and 3 in w. Oregon. Western Scrub Jays continue to show signs of range expansion, with 3 at Ukiah, Umatilla mid-Oct-31 Jan (MD, MLD) and 2 at Winlock, Wheeler that overwintered (B. Sharp); the Ukiah birds were noted to be of the californica subspecies group. A flock of 125+ Homed Larks wintered in N. Portland, Mult-
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SA – This winter's swallow extravaganza exceeded even last winter's weirdness. As during last winter, the main participant was Barn Swallow. Prior to 31 Dec. there were only four sightings: one at Ridgefield 7 Dec. (D. Robberson), one at Olympia 8 Dec (BT), one near Bellingham, Whatcom 15 Dec. (J. Duemmel), and 5 in N. Portland 13 Dec. (J. Fitchen, IT)—about twice average. From 31 Dec. to 9 Jan, there were at least five sightings, involving 25+ birds in Oregon but none in Washington. After 10 Jan, Barn Swallows were being reported from all quarters on the westside and at several locations on the eastside. Numbers were most carefully tracked in w. Washington, where 66 were tallied during mid-Jan., 43 during late Jan., 101 during early Feb., 22 during mid Feb, and 5 during late Feb. (Note that the late season drop-off was due, in part, to decreased reporting), Peak tallies included 30 at Ridgefield 18 Jan. (PtS, RS, KK), 31 at Neah Bay, Clallam 2 Feb. (N. Ball), and 43 at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 6 Feb (CW). On the eastside, where almost without precedent during winter, the following Barn Swallow records accrued; one, near Klamath Falls 10 Jan. (D. Laye); 5, Hatfield L., Deschutes 18 Jan—Feb (J. Moodie, vt. DT); 2, near Desert Aire, Grant 20 Jan (JA, WH); 3, Bingen, Klickitat 30 Jan.—Feb. (SJ), 6, Wenatchee, Chelan 2-4 Feb. (B. St. George, BT); 12, near Orondo, Douglas 7 Feb. (CW); 2, Bridgeport, Douglas 15 Feb. (PtS, RS); and 3, Blue L., Grant 23 Feb (PtS). The timing of this invasion was similar to that of last year, but the number of birds involved was probably triple, and none were found on the eastside last year. For perspective, note that, in total, only 26 Barn Swallows had been found in Washington during the eight winters preceding that of 2001-2002 This incursion did not involve other swallows, though Tree Swallows arrived in late Jan., a week or so early. Midwinter Tree Swallow numbers were about normal, with one at Elma, Grays Harbor 29 Dec (PtS, RS), one at Philomath, Benton 5 Jan. (D. Copeland), and 2 at Ridgefield 18 Jan. (PtS RS, KK). Violet-green Swallows in Jan are not annual, so 3 at Ridgefield 18 Jan. (PtS, RS, KK) and 5 near LaConner, Skagit 21 Jan. (V. Johnson) were noteworthy. Most unusual among the non-Barn Swallows was Washington's 2nd winter Northern Rough-winged Swallow at Edmonds, Snohomish 10 Jan. (JP).

nomah, well in excess of any previous county tally and a goodly count for anywhere in the n. Willamette Valley (IT). Bewick's Wrens continue to expand into Oregon's ne. corner, with 2 at Cove, Union 31 Dec (TB) and 5 near Elgin, Union 17 Dec (TB). This winter's mildness was well evidenced by the wren clan. A concentration of 8 Rock Wrens near Vantage, Kittitas 2 Jan was probably unprecedented for winter in Washington (BT); a House Wren at Theler Wetlands, Mason 12 Jan was probably Washington's first during winter (†MB); and 56 Marsh Wrens at Spencer I., Snohomish 23 Feb well exceeded any previous winter tally (SM, DD). Western Bluebirds are not quite annual during winter in w. Washington, so one near Brady, Grays Harbor 16 Dec was noteworthy (A. Knue); similarly, Western Bluebirds are very rare during mid-winter in e. Washington, so up to 9 at Moses L., Grant 5-18 Dec (DSc) were of note. A winter tally of 31 Hermit Thrushes at Wahluke Slope, Franklin 7 Dec was without precedent in Washington (SM, BF, CB). Only 2 Northern Mockingbirds were reported, with one near E. Wenatchee, Douglas 31 Dec-2 Feb (M. Spencer, ph. R. Hendricks) and one at Bend, Deschutes throughout the winter (P. Low); the Region averages about 6-7 per winter. Sage Thrashers are very rare in n. Oregon and extremely rare in Washington before Mar., so singles at Fossil, Wheeler 19 Feb (B. Sharp) and Saddle Mt., Grant 24 Feb (BF) were noteworthy. A White/Black-backed Wagtail at E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area, Benton 13 Dec was nicely described and was likely a White, but the details did not allow for firm identification to species (†JG). For the 7th consecutive winter, a Nashville Warbler was found, this year at Riverton, Coos 23 Dec (TR). Washington's 3rd winter Yellow Warbler was near Sequim, Clallam 16 Dec (PtS, BB). Not annual during winter, a Black-throated Gray Warbler was at Seaside, Clatsop 8 Dec (S. Warner). A Townsend's Warbler at Wenatchee, Chelan 27 Feb provided only the 2nd winter record for e. Washington (P. Ostendorf). Washington's first winter Hermit Warbler was at L. Sammamish, King 25 Feb (†C. Haynie). Palm Warblers are uncommon to rare during winter along the outer coast and very rare elsewhere. Twenty near Floras L, Curry 25 Dec furnished a remarkable high count (TR), while one at Ridgefield 12 Feb (KK) and one in w. Eugene that overwintered (DDW) were in the westside interior; even rarer was one on the eastside at the Deschutes R. mouth, Sherman 22 Feb (fide KS). Exceptionally rare during winter, an American Redstart was in N. Portland 18 Dec (S. Cackley). Formerly accidental during winter, Western Tanagers were recorded for the 5th consecutive winter, with singles at Newport, Lincoln 6 Jan (C. Philo) and Seattle 20 Dec—Feb (ph. L. Darnell). An oreganus Spotted Towhee at E. Wenatchee, Douglas 26 Feb was likely the first for e. Washington away from Klickitat (†DB). American Tree Sparrows were widely reported on the eastside but were totally absent in w. Washington. Oddly, where formerly not annual, 3 were found in w. Oregon, with singles at N.S.C.B. throughout Dec (D. Pettey, TR), Coquille, Coos 28 Dec (GG), and Canby, Clackamas 6 Feb (E. Specht). Three Chipping Sparrows were in Yamhill 26 Jan (D. Albright), and singles were near Independence, Polk 5 Jan (DDW) and at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 23 Jan (B. Craig); Chippings are barely annual during winter in Oregon. There were "only" 2 Clay-colored Sparrows this winter, the lowest tally since 1997-1998, with singles at N.S.C.B. 7 Dec (TR) and Warrenton, Clatsop throughout the winter (MP TT). The Region's observers are putting more time into sorting out their Fox Sparrows, and the result has been growing evidence that Slate-colored Fox Sparrows are annual here during winter. This winter, 4 were found, with singles at Wenatchee, Chelan 26 Dec (DB), Yakima 20 Jan (K. Turley), Crescent Bar, Grant 4 Feb (BT), and Big Flat, Franklin 8 Feb (BL, NL). Additionally, an apparent altivagans Fox Sparrow was near Crockett L, Island 17 Feb (SM, DD). Swamp Sparrows had their best winter since 1993-1994, with at least 19 in w. Washington and 7 in e. Washington; maxima included 6 near Monroe, Snohomish 7 Feb (CW) and at least 5 near Elma, Grays Harbor from mid-Dec to early Jan (PtS, RS). In Oregon, numbers were about average, including roughly 15 in Coos (TR). Irons once again took on the task of tallying Oregon's White-throated Sparrows; this winter's count was 310, all but 4 of which were on the westside. This total was well above last year's 176, but it is not clear how much of that increase was due to observer effort/reporting. Top county counts were 72 in Lane and 63 in Coos. No increase was noted by Washington observers. Harris's Sparrow numbers were above average but not up to last year's incursion; 12 were reported from e. Washington, 5 from w. Washington, 5 from e. Oregon, and 4 from w. Oregon. Surprisingly, 2 White-crowned x Golden-crowned Sparrow hybrids were reported, with singles near Tillamook 15 Dec (J. Gilligan) and St. Helens, Columbia 19 Dec (D. Coggswell). Oregon's 6th McCown's Longspur was in N. Portland 7 Jan—mid Feb (IT, ph. m. ob.); this bird was within spitting distance of Washington, which remains McCown-less. A Lapland Longspur, very rare in w. Oregon's interior, joined the McCown's in late Jan (fide DI). A count of 4,000 Snow Buntings on the Waterville Plateau, Douglas was the highest Regional tally in seven years (DB). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Pacific City, Tillamook 21 Dec was about the 7th for winter in Oregon (fide D. Farrar). Likely providing a first Regional winter record, a male Lazuli Bunting was at Norway Pond, Coos 24 Dec (†TR). Shortly thereafter, the Region's 3rd winter Indigo Bunting was at found at Newport, Lincoln 21-27 Jan (J. & L. MacKown, †D. Faxon). Tricolored Blackbirds continue to make news in the Region.
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A concentration of 1,500 at Lone Pine, C. Crook 22 Dec was truly exceptional (KO, CG) while in Washington, where still rare, remained at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark to 3 Dec (IT), and 8 were at Othello, Adams 9 Feb (BF). A Yellow-headed Blackbird at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 15 Dec provided a rare w. Washington winter record (B. Shelmerdine), while one at Gearhart, Clatsop 6 Jan furnished a rare outer coast record (MP). A Rusty Blackbird at Sauvie I. 9 Dec (IT, JF) and another at Enterprise, Wallowa 18 Feb (ph. B. Craig) added to about 11 previous Oregon records, but singles at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 3 Dec (IT), near Silvana, Snohomish 10-22 Jan (SM), and at Bridgeport, Douglas 11 Feb (†DB) provided a fairly typical winter yield for Washington. Washington's 13th Common Grackle, first found in Aug, was seen sporadically near Kennewick, Benton through 4 Jan (DR). Oregon's 2nd winter Baltimore Oriole was an ad, male coming to a feeder in Florence, Lane from late Dec through Feb (AC, NS, O. Schmidt, vt. DL). Increasingly found, but still not annual during winter, a Bullock's Oriole overwintered at Brookings, Curry (K. Goldwater). Truly exceptional for the outer coast was a White-winged Crossbill at Clatsop 16 Jan (†TT), while 5 at Mt Spokane 24 Feb, were less surprising (JA). A Pine Grosbeak, rare near sea level, was near Sequim, Clallam 16 Dec (F. Sharpe), Common Redpolls are usually very scarce after invasion years, a flock of 55 near Florence, Snohomish 22 Jan was the Region's sole report (†T. Cotner).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface), Jim Acton, Tom Aversa (WA), Casey Beachell, David Beaudette, Bob Boekelheide, Trent Bray, Mary Barer, Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny Don DeWitt (DDW), Scott Downes (SDs), Dennis Dully, Joe Engler, Ruth Fischer, Jeff Fleischer, Bob Flores, Chuck Gates, Joel Grier, Greg Gillson, Ken Goldwater, Wink Gross, Warren Hall, Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Wayne Hoffman, Stuart Johnston, Ken Knittle, David Lauren, Bruce LaBar (BLB), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, Tom Mickel (Lane), Matt Moskwik, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR). Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Kimdel Owen, Michael Patterson, Ted Peterson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Doug Schonewald (DSc), Ryan C. Shaw (RTS), Kevin Spencer (e. Oregon), Dan Stephens (Chelan), Noah Strycker, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Paul Sullivan, Ruth Sullivan, Todd Thornton, Iain Tomlinson, Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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Spring Migration, 2003

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons, and Bill Tweit
This spring saw a goodly passage of our usual species, but prior to mid-May, it was dreadful for major vagrants and lesser vagrants alike. There was no influx of drought-driven avifauna from the Great Basin, no surge of eastside birds into the west, no flurry of early migrants or spate of late-lingerers. Consequently, Regional birders had to be satisfied by flocks of Dunlin and Western Tanagers until the rarities moved in. But the last half of May mostly redeemed the season, vagrant-wise, with seven birds deserving boldface, including Oregon's first Sedge Wren. March was cool and wet, with almost the entire Region experiencing greater than 130% normal precipitation. April was similarly wet, but warmer, with most of the Region averaging temperatures 1-3° F above normal. May's temperatures were slightly above average, and outdoor activity was further encouraged by a relative drought, with rainfall less than 70% of normal in much of the Region.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); Lower Klamath (Lower Klamath N.W.R., Klamath); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" denote locations e. and w. of the Cascade crest, respectively

LOONS THROUGH CRANES
At Boiler Bay, Lincoln, Red-throated Loon movement peaked at 1,000 on 18 Apr, while 1,300 flew past Midway Beach, Pacific 3 Apr (CW). Pacific Loon migration at Boiler Bay topped out at 10,000 on 3 May (PP). East of the Cascades, the Red-throated at Wanapum Dam lingered to 15 Mar (BF), while the Yellow-billed Loon there remained into Jun (M. Bentley); the previous eastside late-date was 17 Apr. The only westside Yellow-billed was over Hein Bank in the Strait of Juan de Fuca 19 May (W Palsson); the Region had been averaging about 4 per spring. Eight westside Clark's Grebes, all in Oregon, were well above average; most were found 29 Apr-15 May. There were five pelagic trips this spring: off Newport 1 Mar, 20 May, and 31 May and off Westport 26 Apr and 17 May. Now annual during spring, single Laysan Albatrosses were off Newport 1 Mar and 20 May (GG). Two large spring counts of Pink-footed Shearwater, 365 off Westport Apr 26 and 1,081 off Newport May 31, were accompanied by the rare Flesh-footed Shearwater (GG, BT). Over 4,000 Sooty Shearwaters per trip is a good indicator of continuing recovery for this species. For the 4th consecutive spring, Manx Shearwaters graced the Region. Two off Newport 1 Mar set a Regional early date by more than three weeks (GG, ph. SS); another was off New-port 20 May, 2 were at O.S. 12 May (†PtS, RS), and one was off La Push, Clallam 10 May (†S. Horton). An unidentified Manx/Black-vented Shearwater was reported from Boiler Bay 2 May (PP). Numbers of storm-petrels were extremely low, with only 12 Fork-tailed and one Leach's recorded. Rare on the westside, American White Pelicans were at F.R.R. for most of May, with a peak of 9 on 30 May (DDW); one was also at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 25 May+ (C. Philo). Brown Pelicans arrived early again this year; Oregon's first was at Brookings, Curry 27 Mar (K. Goldwater), and Washington's first was at Fort Canby, Pacific 17 Apr (MH). A Frigatebird was at the Sixes R. mouth, Curry 18 Mar (TJW); there are at least 21 previous frigatebird records n. of California, mostly from late Jun to mid-Sep; there are, however, 4-5 previous Oregon records of Magnificents during Feb and Mar (N.A.B. 52: 413-419). Reports of errant White-faced Ibis subsided this spring, likely due to the lack of
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drought in North America's interior. There were only three westside sightings, one of which, however, involved a record-shattering flock of 120 at Chinook, Pacific 30 Apr (JG); this record, which exceeded the previous w. Washington maximum by more than 50%, is all the more remarkable given the non-irruption. Other westside records included 12 at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 30 Apr (fide HN) and 7 at F.R.R. 25 May (J. Carlson); the sole e. Washington sighting was of one at Othello, Adams 30-31 May (SM). An Emperor Goose was at Amity, Yamhill 17 Mar-12 Apr (C. Karlen), while the long-staying bird at Port Angeles, Clallam remained through at least 19 May (B. Bell). The 3 wintering Blue Geese remained in Snohomish/Skagit through 27 Mar (TA, SM), while single migrants were at Lower Klamath 2 Mar (M. Rudolph) and Astoria, Clatsop 30 Apr (L. Cain); Blue Geese are rare in se. Oregon and very rare elsewhere in the Region. The anatid of the season was undoubtedly a small dark goose at Ridgefield 28 Mar that was most likely a blue-morph Snow x Ross's Goose hybrid (WC); interestingly, a similar bird was photographed at nearby Vancouver L. during Jan 1994 and Feb 1995 (ph., Washington Birder 3: 1). Sightings of errant Ross's Geese included seven records involving 9 birds in Washington 5 Mar-17 Apr, 3 birds at Astoria, Clatsop 11 Apr (L. Cain), and a wintering bird to 19 Apr at F.R.R. (DDW). A Brant at F.R.R. 17 May was both rare and late for this inland location (DDW). The eastside had another excellent spring for Eurasian Wigeon, with 19 reported, the latest of which was one at Rock L., Whitman 26 Apr (D. Weber); the top count was 5 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 30 Mar (BL, NL) Eight Common Teal were recorded, 1 Mar-26 Apr, including a very rare eastside bird near Yakima 8 Apr (ph. DG). Two Common x Green-winged Teal sightings included a late bird near Florence, Snohomish 10 May (SM, DD). A most interesting drake duck near Ellensburg, Kittitas 25 May was at least partly a Tufted (ph. SDs); the other parent was most likely a Ring-necked (M. Ogilvie). The fall 2002-spring 2003 period failed to produce a single pure Tufted Duck, after years of increasing records. A Surf Scoter, not annual during spring on the eastside, was at Suttle L. Jefferson 23 Mar (CM). More surprisingly, 11 Long-tailed Ducks were reported e. of the Cascades, including 7 near Vantage, Kittitas 19 Mar (DSc) and singles at Bridgeport, Douglas 10 Mar (BT), Richland, Benton 9-12 Mar (NL, BW, RF), Potholes Res., Grant 23 Mar (GB), and Madras, Jefferson 23 Mar (CM); this species is not annual during spring on the eastside. A male Barrow's x Common Goldeneye was at Deschutes River Park, Sherman 1 Mar (MD, MLD); this hybrid is very rarely reported from the Region. Two Red-breasted Mergansers along the Columbia R. in Benton 24 May were among the latest ever for the east-side (BL, NL). Washington Red-shouldered Hawk records this spring included one at Woodland, Cowlitz 6 Mar and 19 Apr (BT, MD, MLD) and one at Ridgefield 4 Mar and 20 Apr (KK, TA); Washington has averaged about one per spring during the last five years. A Swainson's Hawk at Pullman, Whitman 5 Mar (D. Johnson) is the earliest ever for Washington, excepting one at Renton, King 15 Feb 1920 (Auk 46: 511). Not annual on the westside, single Swainson's were at Eugene 2 May (D. Arendt) and Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 15 May (†JP, †K. Brady). Soras at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 13 Mar (A. & J. Dittmer) and near Vancouver L., Clark 4 Mar (WC) were about three weeks early. A concentration of 12,000 Lesser Sandhill Cranes, approximately half of the Pacific flyway population, was near Corfu, Grant 9 Apr (RH).

PLOVERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A total of 285 Black-bellied Plovers at Lower Klamath 28 Apr was exceptional for the east-side (KS). Golden-plovers were found in better-than-average numbers. Single Americans were near Florence, Lane 19 Apr (HH), at O.S. 26 Apr (B. Shelmerdine, KK), and at Ocosta, Grays Harbor 18 May (S. MacKay). Eleven Pacifics were found 14 Apr-9 May, with maxima of 3 near Brady, Grays Harbor 30 Apr-4 May (J. Paulios, PtS, RS) and 3 at Baker Bay, Pacific 30 Apr (JG). A Snowy Plover at Seattle 25 May (†M. Brittnacher) provided the first Puget Trough record since 6 May 1914 (Auk 32: 459)! Furthermore, a Snowy near White City, Jackson 4 May was likely only the 2nd interior w. Oregon record (G. Shaffer). Black-necked Stilts in w. Oregon continue to increase, with 32 reported from nine locations from 3 Apr on, including Josephine's first at L. Selmac 21 Apr (T. Shelmerdine); surprisingly, none were reported from w. Washington. Rare on the westside, 2 American Avocets were at Crockett L., Island 12 May, with one lingering to 30 May (C. Riddell, B. Merrick), and one was at N.S.C.B. 14 May (TR). This spring's 49 Solitary Sandpipers 24 Apr-29 May were almost twice the spring norm; 40 were on the westside, and 9 were on the eastside, with a maximum of 5 at Alderton, Pierce 6 May (CW). Peak occurrence was 26 Apr-16 May. Errant Willets included 4 at Pillar Point, Clallam 12 Apr (DW, PW) and singles near White City, Jackson 16 Apr (J. Harleman), Columbia N.W.R., Grant 1 May (RH), and F.R.R 16 May (JS); Willets are very rare away from their haunts on the outer coast and in se. Oregon. An Upland Sandpiper was near Spokane 21 May (JA); this was the same site at which one summered last year. Two Whimbrels at Lower Klamath 28 Apr were rare for se, Oregon, (KS), while one at Cold Springs N.W.R. 17 May was in ne. Oregon, where even less expected (CC, JC); 2 more Whimbrels at Grants Pass were Josephine's first (DV). Seven interior westside Long-billed Curlews 8 Apr-10 May were more than normal. A Hudsonian Godwit at Grandview, Yakima 15 May was about the 29th for Washington, only 8 of which involved northbound birds (R. Repp, J. Hebert, ph. DG). Four Marbled Godwits, rare in e. Washington, were at the W.W.R.D. 11 May (MD, MLD), while 106 at Lower Klamath 28 Apr set a new e. Oregon record (KS). Two Red Knots at Lower Klamath 10 May were on the eastside, where very rare during spring (KS). Two Sanderlings at Summer L., Lake 4 May were the only ones found this spring on the eastside (T. Janzen). All four of this spring's Semipalmated Sandpipers, a typical spring tally, were found on 10 May, with 2 near Florence, Snohomish (SM, DD), one at Crockett L. (SM, DD), and one at Grandview (DG). Six Baird's Sandpipers this spring, 24 Apr-17 May, was about normal. Five Pectoral Sandpipers 17 Apr-22 May was above the norm, though numbers seem to have increased over the last few springs. A tally of 582 Dunlin at W.W.R.D. 25 Mar was likely a record eastside high count (MD, MLD), while 60,000 on the Long Beach Pen., Pacific 3 May was one of the highest Regional counts ever (SM, RTS, TN). The Ruff wintering near Elma, Grays Harbor was refound 4-14 Apr (B. Estes, m. ob.), and the Ruff at Eugene remained until 19 Mar (DDW). For the 4th year in a row, there was a spring Ruff in e. Oregon, with one at Lower Klamath 25-29 Mar (E. Horvath, WH); spring records from 2000 and 2001 also came from Lower Klamath, and one wonders if this could be the same bird returning. Notably, there were only three spring records prior to 2000, and this the first Mar record of an apparently northbound bird. Offshore counts of Pomarine Jaeger were low, totaling only 6 found on five trips (GG, BTw). In contrast, 15 Parasitic Jaegers was a good offshore tally, and the Long-tailed Jaeger off Newport 20 May was a bonus. Two South Polar Skuas off Newport during May furnished the first spring records since 2000 (GG). From shore, a Parasitic Jaeger at Pt. Roberts, Whatcom 19 May furnished a very rare spring record for the Puget Trough (W. Weber). For the first spring since 1997, there were no Franklin's Gulls reported from Washington, and for the first spring since at least 1996, there were none in w Oregon. A Little Gull was at P.N.P. 14-17 Apr (VN); most of the Region's spring sightings are
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from this location. Heermann's Gulls arrived early this spring, with the first seen at Gold Beach, Curry 17 Apr (DM). A Mew Gull at Two Rivers Park, Benton 23 Apr was nearly a month late for the eastside (DR). Late Glaucous Gulls included 2 at Gardiner, Jefferson 10 May (†E. Kridler), one at Florence, Lane 11 May (RH, HH), and one at Tierra del Mar, Tillamook 24 May (WG). Two Sabine's Gulls were off Lopez I., Island 21 May (P. Moorehead); though regular during fall in Washington's interior marine waters, this species is quite rare there during spring. A Common Tem, very rare during spring in e. Washington, was at L. Lenore, Grant 31 May (SM, BF). Forster's Terns are rare during spring on the westside, so one at Wilson Wildlife Area, Benton 9 May (HH), one at F.R.R. 13 May (JS), and 6 near White City, Jackson 28 May (N. Barrett) were noteworthy. A total of 29 Black Terns were noted at F.R.R., their lone regular westside breeding location, 15 May (DDW), and one in Eugene 13 Apr was about three weeks early (D. Jones). Thirteen were located elsewhere in w. Oregon, and 11 were found in w. Washington, well above average totals for spring. Ancient Murrelets normally depart the Region's waters by mid-Apr, though small numbers have been found off of Cape Flattery during recent summers, and there is a 1924 breeding record from Washington (Jewett et. al. 1953). Nonetheless, the sight of 2 ad. Ancient Murrelets with a chick off Westport 17 May was quite a surprise (BT); also notable was a single Ancient at O.S. 10 May (DP) and 12 near Smith I., Island 30 May (JW, KW). After last spring's good showing, Cassin's Auklet numbers receded to concerning levels, averaging only 10 per trip during Apr/May. Dead Horned Puffins were found near Newport, Lincoln 2 & 5 Apr (D. Pitkin, Loeffel); these are the first spring records in several years, though one or 2 live birds have been found annually, of late, during summer on the cen. Oregon coast. The only Snowy Owl was near Waterville, Douglas 5 Mar (M. Spencer). A Burrowing Owl near LaConner, Skagit 17-18 Apr provided a very rare w. Washington record (G. Brown, B. Senturia); less remarkable was one in w. Oregon at a traditional wintering site near Halsey, Linn 3 Mar (M. Ratzlaff). A Great Gray Owl remained at Fall Creek, Lane to 13 Apr, a rather late date for the Cascade foothills (T. Harvey), but one at Eugene 3 May was unprecedented for the Willamette Valley at such a date (J. Hubbard). Two Vaux's Swifts at Cape Blanco, Curry 23 Mar were about three weeks early (TJW). A Black-chinned Hummingbird, very rare in w. Washington, was at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 15 May (WC); less unusual, hut still noteworthy, were w. Oregon sightings from Eugene 28 Apr (B. Gleason, L. McQueen), Portland 5 May (M. Marsh), and near Astoria, [image: ]
At Yakima, Washington, a Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal was found 8 April, 2003. There are only about five records of Common Teal from eastern Washington. Photograph by Denny Granstrand.

Clatsop 24 May (MP). Washington's 4th Costa's Hummingbird was near Mt. Vernon, Skagit 15-16 May (ph. KW, JW); two of the three previous records were from Apr and May. In Oregon, single Costa's at Newport, Lincoln 8 Mar (E. Horvath) and Grants Pass, Josephine 15 Mar (DV) were early, while one at Frenchglen, Harney 28 May (L. McQueen) was more typical; Oregon has been averaging about 2 per spring. West of the Cascades, Calliope Hummingbirds appeared in record numbers, with 4 in Washington and 20 in Oregon, including one at Wilson Wildlife Area, Benton 25 Mar that was two to three weeks early (J. Geier). Five Lewis's Wood-peckers were in nw. Oregon, where rare, 27 Apr-10 May. Red-naped Sapsuckers are rare w. of the Cascades in Oregon, so 2 at Hillsboro, Washington 1 Mar (H. Nelson) and one near Corbett, Multnomah 10 May (IT, D. Mandell) were noteworthy.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRASHERS 
A Willow Flycatcher at Grants Pass, Josephine 4 May was about three weeks early (DV). Two Least Flycatchers were at their now-traditional site in Hardy Canyon, Yakima 24-26 May (CW); the Region averages about 2 per May. A Gray Flycatcher at Seattle 15 May furnished w. Washington's 6th record (K. Aanerud), all but one of which have been during May. Single Gray Flycatchers, once a rarity in w. Oregon, were again found at Detroit Flats, Marion 13 Apr and 11 May (SD), and another visited a similar site at Foster Res., Linn 30 Apr (R. Campbell). Similarly, Dusky Flycatchers have proven to be annual in the n. Willamette Valley, with 6 reported 24 Apr-12 May. A vocal Cordilleran Flycatcher at Chewelah, Pend Oreille 28-31 May pro-vided ne. Washington's first convincing record (†M. Force). The Black Phoebe wintering near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum remained until 17 Mar (R. McNair-Huff); there are still only five Washington records. A number of Black Phoebes were reported n. of their usual (but ever expanding) range in w. Oregon, including nesting pairs near Dayton, Yamhill (E Schrock) and Fiddle Creek, Lane (B. & Z. Stotz); additionally, a Black Phoebe at Lower Klamath 2 Mar provided a very rare e. Oregon record (M. Rudolph). Eleven w. Oregon Say's Phoebes, 2 Mar-6 Apr, was above the norm and included outer coast records from Florence, Lane 2 Mar (D. Pettey) and N.S.C.B. 27 Mar (TR); w. Washington's only Say's was at Foul-weather Bluff, Kitsap 5 Apr (DW). Oregon's 4th Vermilion Flycatcher, wintering at Woodburn, Marion, remained through 8 Mar (WC). Ash-throated Flycatchers n. of their usual range in w. Oregon included one at Detroit Flats, Marion 1 May (SD) and 4 in Lane 9-26 May (TM). Thirteen Western Kingbirds at Home Valley Park, Skamania 15 May likely represented a record-high count for w. Washington (KK). Washington's 4th and 5th Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were near George, Grant 15 May (†R. Conway) and Rockport, Skagit 31 May (†S. Aslanian, G. Aslanian, ph. G. Bletsch); previous Washington records were from May, Jul, and Sep. The sole westside Loggerhead Shrike was near Brownsville, Linn 26 Apr (B. Thackaberry, D. MacDonald); the westside averages about 3 per spring. Oregon's 8th Blue-headed Vireo was singing at Malheur 25 May (†AC, †M. Nikas, †GG). A Plumbeous Vireo, reported annually from se. Oregon during May/June, was near Burris, Harney 24 May (†HN). Two Hutton's Vireos, extremely rare in e. Washington, were at Trout L., Klickitat 10 May (S. Johnston). A Warbling Vireo at Bend 15 Apr was more than two weeks early for e. Oregon (J. Moodie). Wintering Blue Jays lingered at Othello and Springfield to 2 Apr (JP, DDW) and at Bridgeport to 2 Mar (MB), while an apparent migrant was at Moses L., Grant 13 May (DSc); this represents an average spring. A well-described Bridled Titmouse, sans rectrices, was at P.N.P. 7 May (VN); this species is almost as unexpected as an exotic as it is as a vagrant. The only west-side Rock Wren was at Spencer Butte, Lane 9 May (NS). A Canyon Wren at Ft. Canby S.R, Pacific 16 Apr was probably only the 2nd ever w. of the Cascades in Washington (MH), the first record coming from the same location in Oct 1981. Bewick's Wrens at the edge of their rapidly-expanding range included singles near Ellensburg, Kittitas 10 May UP) and at
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Rice Bar, Garfield 29 Mar (MD, MLD). The Region's first Sedge Wren was a singing bird at N.S.C.B. 30 May+ (TR, ph. m. ob.); neighboring California had only six records through 2003, five of which were from fall, the only spring record coming from that state's interior (Western Birds 33: 185). Several Mountain Bluebirds were reported from w. Washington, including singles on the outer coast, where not annual, at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 3 Apr (CW) and near Neah Bay, Clallam 12 Apr (BN, DW). A Veery at Eugene 31 May was only w. Oregon's 2nd (T. Floyd). A Swainson's Thrush near Sequim, Clallam 6 Apr provided Washington's 2nd earliest date ever (R. Rogers). Only 3 Northern Mockingbirds were seen in Oregon 12-31 May; in Washington, 2 were near average for spring: singles near Sequim 25 May (N. Ball) and P.N.P 31 May (VN). A Sage Thrasher, very rare in w. Oregon, was near Troutdale, Multnomah 18 May (D. Mandell).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
This spring's Tennessee Warbler was at Malheur 27 May (AC). Two Black-throated Blue Warblers in Oregon brought the state total to nearly 40: Alkali L., Lake 23 May (J. Geier) and Malheur 30 May (RH, OS); most of Oregon's records have been mid-Sep to mid-Nov, and these were the first records of north-bound birds since 1998, Oregon's 9th Black-throated Green Warbler was at Colony Creek, Harney 24 May (†TR); most previous records were 20 May-20 Jun. A concentration of 30+ Hermit Warblers in Capitol Forest, Thurston 8 May provided one of Washington's highest counts (CW, RTS). The over-wintering Palm Warbler at Eugene was last seen 3 Mar (M. Ratzlaff), while one at P.N.P 6 May provided a very rare record of a northbound migrant (VN). A Blackpoll Warbler was at Malheur 30 May (OS); Blackpolls are almost annual in Oregon, mid-May to early Jun. Representing a fairly typical May, there were 3 Black-and-white Warblers in Oregon 12-24 May and one in Washington at Carnation, King 22 May (†M. Wile, M. Mann). Migrant westside American Redstarts are rare, so one near Washougal, Clark 21 May was noteworthy (C. Chappell). An Ovenbird at Malheur 23 May added to about 45 previous Oregon records (MD, MLD). Oregon's 7th Mourning Warbler was at Malheur 18 May (†SS); the date is a bit early compared to other West Coast records. A Yellow-breasted Chat was at Steigerwald L, Clark 8 May, with a pair there 31 May (WC); a pair summered here last year, the first suggestion of breeding in w. Washington for several decades. A Western Tanager at Carnation, King 8 Apr was about three weeks early and was Washington's earliest-ever of a non-wintering bird (S. Gerstle). The overwintering Clay-colored Sparrow remained at Warrenton, Clatsop to 26 Mar (MP), and one near Elma, Grays Harbor 1 Mar-14 Apr had likely overwintered there (BT); rarer, apparent northbound Clay-coloreds were found at Bay City, Tillamook 10-24 Apr (C. Roberts) and in nw. Douglas 21 May (DB). A Brewer's Sparrow at Stevenson, Skamania 2 Apr was about the 11th for w Washington, most of which have been 2 Apr-5 Jun (JG); another Brewer's near Scappoose, Columbia 29 Apr was in Oregon's Willamette Valley, where very rare (D. Coggswell). Migrant Vesper Sparrows are rare in Washington away from their few westside breeding locations, so singles at Monroe, Snohomish 21 May (J. O'Connell) and Marymoor Park, King 23 May (B. Jones) were noteworthy A Lark Sparrow along Lower Crab Cr., Grant 24 Mar was a month early and the earliest ever in Washington (BF). More Swamp Sparrows than usual were reported this spring, with a total of 9 seen to 13 Apr, all likely holdovers from winter. A tally of 11 Harris's Sparrows this spring was somewhat above average and included a late bird near Sedro Woolley, Skagit 9 May (V. Salt). Single Lapland Longspurs, rare in w. Oregon's interior, were at Portland 2 Mar (J. Fitchen) and Detroit Flats, Marion 13 Apr (SD). Two Snow Buntings at O.S. 18 May were by far the latest ever for Washington (B. Levine). [image: ]
Eastern Washington's eleventh Hudsonian Godwit was at Grandview, Yakima 18 May 2003. Fewer than a third of Washington's records involve northbound birds such as this one. Photograph by Denny Granstrand.

Peculiar was a Rose-breasted Grosbeak that appeared for only one day, 20 Mar, at a feeder in Philomath, Benton (†T. Manning); more typical were singles at Waldport, Lincoln 1 May (J. & K. Ciotti), Burns Junction, Harney 25 May (D. Trochlell), and Marmot, Clackamas 31 May (D. Sanford). More out-of-range Tricolored Blackbirds were found this year. One near Hooper 18 May provided only the 2nd or 3rd Whitman record (BF, DSc), and one at Bingen 21 Apr was the 2nd for Klickitat (†S. Johnston). Six at Othello, Adams 25 Mar (RH), with one there to 10 May (BF), were at a location with numerous reports over the last few years, while 7 males and 3 females were at Wilson Creek, Grant, Washington's only known breeding colony, 17 May (RTS, TN). Singles at Baskett Slough, Polk 9 Apr (R. Gerig) and Ankeny N.W.R., Linn 18-23 May (J. Lundsten, RH) were away from established w. Oregon breeding colonies. Two Yellow-headed Blackbirds at N.S.C.B. 20 May were on the outer coast, where rare (TR). A Common Grackle near Yakima 9-27 Mar was likely the same bird seen there last spring/summer (R. Repp); Washington has but 12 records. In Oregon, Common Grackles at Malheur 24-25 May (†DE, L. Messick) and Bandon, Coos 14 May (B. Fawver) added to nearly 30 state records. Annual in se. Oregon, but extremely rare in w. Oregon, a Great-tailed Grackle was at Ashland, Jackson 23 Apr (fide HN). Yakima's 2nd and 3rd Lesser Goldfinches were at Selah 1 Mar and near Yakima 12 Apr (fide DG); there were only six prior Washington records away from Klickitat/Clark. 

Corrigendum: In the fall 2002 report, an Anna's Hummingbird at Manson, Chelan 24-31 Oct was erroneously reported as a White-throated Swift (VN).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Tom Aversa (WA), David Beaudette., Mary Breece, Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Steve Dowlan (ST)), Scott Downes (SDs), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Duncan Evered, Bob Flores, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Wink Gross, Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Michael Hobbs, Wayne Hoffman, Rich Hoyer, Ken Knittle, Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Tracey Norris, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson, Jason Paulios, Dennis Paulson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Owen Schmidt, Doug Schonewald (DSc), Ryan T. Shaw (RTS), Stephen Shunk, Kevin Spencer, Dan Stephens (Chelan), Noah Strycker, John Sullivan, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, lain Tomlinson, Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Doug Watkins, Pip Watkins, Jan and Keith Wiggers (Skagit), Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright. C
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The Nesting Season, 2003

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, David Irons, and Bill Tweit
It was a fascinating summer in the Pacific Northwest. There was a fair sampling of mega rarities, including a first for Oregon and, in Washington, a potential first for the U.S./Canada. Shorebirds lingered late in spring, occasioning a number of most unusual June records, and southbound adult shorebird migration was strong, providing above-average numbers of many uncommon-to-rare species. Not all the highlights pertained to Charadriiformes. Several species of "marine" waterfowl made surprise inland appearances, and the Region's suite of species spreading north and east continued to make extralimital forays, including Red-shouldered Hawk, Black Phoebe, Western Scrub-Jay, and Bewick's Wren. Additionally, several interior species appear to be adding the westside to their breeding range, including Black-necked Stilt, Wilson's Phalarope, Black Tern, and Bank Swallow. The summer's weather was hot and dry. Seattle had its driest summer since 1970. In Oregon, June was the driest on record and July wasn't much wetter. The Region's temperatures were more appropriate for California. During June, Washington and Oregon averaged about 3° F above average, and July was even warmer, with Oregon averaging 4.8° F atop the norm, the second warmest July ever.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). Eastside and westside denote locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively

LOONS THROUGH CRANES
A tally of 300 Pacific Loons at Oceanside, Tillamook 11 Jun was most unusual for such a late date (B. Woodhouse). Yellow-billed Loons, once almost unheard of during summer, have been almost annual over the last decade. This summer, one was at N.S.C.B. 18 Jul (TR), and the Wanapum Dam bird lingered to at least 1 Jul, providing the eastside's first summer record (PL, ph. C. Haynie). At least 2 pairs of Clark's Grebes nested at F.R.R., their only known westside breeding site (DI); 3 more Clark's at Heceta Head, Lane 5 Jul provided an extremely rare outer coast summer record (R. Lowe). There were four pelagic trips, two out of Westport during Jul and one each out of Newport during Jun and Jul. Northern Fulmar numbers were relatively low; 621 off New-port Jul 5 (GG) was the peak. Very large numbers of Pink-footed Shearwaters were reported, averaging 600+ per trip, and 5 Flesh-footed Shearwaters off Westport was also a high tally for summer. On 17 Jun, 10,000 Sooty Shearwaters were seen from shore at Seaside (SW), and 2,594 were off Newport 5 Jul (GG); otherwise pelagic trip counts varied from 114 in Jun to 6,621 in Jul. Manx Shearwaters were reported at Clatsop Spit 21 Jun (†MP), off Westport 12 Jul (BT), at O.S. 19-22 Jul (BLb, A. Grenon), and at Ft. Canby, Pacific 26 Jul (A. Richards); four reports now constitute an average summer, amazing given that this species was virtually unrecorded in the Region prior to 1990. A Townsend's Shearwater (P. auricularis auricularis) was described by a most experienced observer over Swiftsure Bank, about 28 km. w. of Neah Bay during late Jul (†P. Harrison); currently, there are no accepted records north of Baja California Sur. Notably, this bird may actually have been in British Columbia waters. Washington's 3rd Wilson's Storm-Petrel was in 

536  North American Birds, Winter 2003

Pacific sw. of Westport 12 Jul (PL, †RTS, †BL, †BT); previous records were on 23 Jul and 6 Sep. Up to 26 American White Pelicans wandered around the Portland/Ridgefield area throughout the summer (HN), while up to 23 summered at F.R.R. (DDW) and 3 were at Crockett L., Island 12-29 Jun (J. Bettesworth, B. Merrick); this species is an erratic wanderer to the westside. Rarely reported in the region, a Least Bittern was seen at Upper Klamath N.W.R. 5 Jul (C. Kisling), where they are perhaps more regular than perceived. For the first spring/summer since 1998, no Snowy Egrets were found in Washington. There were an unusual number of westside Black-crowned Night Herons reported this summer. Two fresh juvs were at Tillamook during early Jul (fide C. Roberts), and 3 were on Fir I., Skagit 27 Jul (G. Bletsch), plus single ads. were near Halsey, Linn 7 Jun (T. Janzen) and Portland 17 Jun (J. Fitchen, IT). The most recent west-side breeding record is of four nests in Portland in 1951 (HN). Wayward White-faced Ibis included singles at Finley N.W.R. 1 Jun (T. Snetsinger, C. Paynter), Portland 6 Jun (C. Stevenson, IT), and near St. Andrews, Douglas 19 Jun (DB); this species is rare in Washington and w. Oregon, mostly May–Jul. "Stumpy," the Port Angeles Emperor Goose, was present to at least 9 Jul when it happily feasted on Multi-grain Cheerios (PL). A Snow Goose at Cultus Bay, Island 2 Jul was only the 4th ever for Washington during summer (TA). The Region's 2nd-ever summer Eurasian Wigeon was at St. Andrews, Douglas 22 Jun (†R. Nelson); strangely, the previous summer record was also from the eastside. A brood of Northern Shovelers at O.S. 6 Jul+ was exceptionally rare for the outer coast (SM, DD, PtS, RS). Green-winged Teal seemed unusually numerous on the westside this summer, with a high count of 70 ads. near Florence, Snohomish 29 Jun (SM, DD, GT) and broods located at Stanwood, near Florence, and at Sunlight Beach, Island (SM). Up to 50 ad. Redheads were at F.R.R. during early Jun (DI), and following two years of suspected nesting, two broods were found there 19 Jul+ (LM, DDW), providing the first confirmed breeding record for w. Oregon. Very rare breeders on the outer coast, Ring-necked Ducks once again nested at N.S.C.B. (TR). Two Greater Scaup, not annual on the eastside during summer, lingered at Ellensburg, Kittitas to 22 Jun (SDs), and 2 more were at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 26 Jul (MD, MLD). Three Lesser Scaup broods were located at Stanwood, Snohomish, and 2 were at Deer Lagoon, Island (SM, DD); this species is a scarce breeder on the westside. A Harlequin Duck was at East Wentachee, Douglas 21 Jun (DB); Harlequins are extremely rare on the eastside away From the mountains during summer. A stunning 2,840 Surf Scoters were on Padilla Bay, Skagit 29 Jun (SM, DD, GT), well exceeding last summer's record tally of 2,180. Equally surprising was a Surf Scoter at Ft. Okanogan 10 Jul (SDs, CW), probably only the 2nd for the eastside during summer. A White-winged Scoter on Crump L., Lake 17 Jun was likely the first during summer in e. Oregon (S. Fein); there are about five summer records for e. Washington. A Long-tailed Duck, not annual during summer, was in the Siuslaw estuary, Lane 5 Jul (AC, NS). Breeding Buffleheads are not found annually in the Region, so a female with brood at Molson, Okanogan 25 Jun-2 Jul was noteworthy (TA). Three Red-breasted Mergansers at Mann L., Harney 1-7 Jun (D. Evered, L. Messick) and one near Paterson, Benton 26 Jul (NL, BL) were unprecedented on the eastside in summer. The Osprey colony at Everett increased to 30 active nests in mid-Jul, but there were only 48 nestlings (E. Schulz); in 2001, there were 54 young in 23 active nests. A Red-shouldered Hawk at Conboy L., Klickitat 29 Jul provided Washington's first summer record (JE). In e. Oregon, Red-shouldereds have become annual during fall, but summer records are still quite unusual, so one at Tumalo Res., Deschutes 30 Jul was noteworthy (HHo, P. Low). A concentration of 50 Swainson's Hawks would be notable in Washington at any season, but 50 feeding on Mormon Crickets (Anabrus sp.) near Juniper Dunes, Franklin 16 Jun were most surprising (TA); notably, these were almost entirely sub-ads. On 4 Jun a wayward Sandhill Crane dropped into a small grassy opening below Hills Creek Dam in e. Lane (DFi, DI), while 3 on Sauvie 1.7 Jul were also unseasonal but at a more expected locale (D. Bailey).

PLOVERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
A northbound American Golden-Plover at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 7 Jun was only the 3rd such bird recorded on the eastside and provided the Region with only its 2nd Jun record (SM, BF, RTS). A well-seen golden-plover near Florence, Snohomish 29 Jun defied identification and occurred at a time when either golden-plover is quite rare (SM, DD, GT). More typical was a Pacific Golden-Plover near Florence, Snohomish 26 Jul (T. Norris, RTS, SM). Black-necked Stilts bred at F.R.R for the 2nd consecutive year, and young were out of the nest by 21 Jun (B. Hunter); in e. Washington, stilts again bred far to the ne. in Pend Oreille, with two pairs at Pend Oreille Wetlands 19 Jun (MF). An American Avocet at Sammamish, King 3 Jun provided a rare westside record (H. Flores). A late northbound Solitary Sandpiper was at Chewelah, Pend Oreille 7 Jun (MF), while a bird at Big L., Santiam Pass 9 Jun was in potential breeding habitat (SS), and an aggressive ad. at Gold L., Lane 18 Jul+ (D. Farrar, RH) was at a site where breeding was suspected twice during the 1980s. Southbound Solitaries numbered 13 from 3 Jul onwards, a better-than-average total, with a maximum of 4 near Chewelah, Stevens 5 Jul (K. Brown). Very rare in the Puget Trough, a Wandering Tattler was at Bainbridge I., Kitsap 30 Jul (B. Waggoner). First found in May, the Upland Sandpiper near Spokane remained to 16 Jul (JA). A Whimbrel high in the Cascades at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 26 Jul was distinctly out of place (HHo, J. Moodie). A flock of 15 Long-billed Curlews at F.R.R. 28 Jul was in the westside interior, where rare (NS). Inland Marbled Godwits included 2 migrants at Summer L., Lake 19 Jul (DE, NS) and one 26 Jul at F.R.R., where rare (DI, S. Maulding, J. Socolar). Single Sanderlings, not annual on the eastside during summer, were at Potholes Res., Grant 25-27 Jul (DSc) and Ochoco Res., Crook 30 Jul (CG). A seasonal tally of 104 Semipalmated Sandpipers—from 29 Jun onward—was well above average, at least in part due to increased coverage in the n. Puget Trough, where this species is at its most numerous. The peak count was 12 near Florence, Snohomish 24 Jul, coinciding with the first large influx of juvs. (SM, SP). Away from w. Washington, 10 Semi-palmateds were found in e. Washington, 10 in e. Oregon, and 5 in w. Oregon. Long awaited, Oregon's first White-rumped Sandpiper was at New R. mouth, Coos 1 Jul (vt. DL, KC); Washington's records include 2 from late May and one from early Jul. A Baird's Sandpiper at N.S.C.B. 4 Jun was about three weeks late arid provided only the 2nd Regional record of a northbound bird during Jun (TR); 11 southbound Baird's, from 15 Jul onward, was better than average and were mostly juvs. A Pectoral Sandpiper at F.R.R. 5 Jun was also about 3 weeks late and provided Oregon's 3rd Jun record (DFi, DI, D. Arendt). Fifteen southbound Pectorals from 17 Jul onward was well above the norm. A southbound Dunlin near Corfu, Grant 19 Jul provided e. Washington's 2nd summer record (RH), while 3 such birds near Florence, Snohomish 29 Jun (one remaining to 17 Jul) were also more than two months early (DD, SM, GT); 3 Dunlin also summered at O.S., somewhat typical
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[bookmark: _GoBack]for the outer coast (D. Norman, SM, DD). A Stilt Sandpiper near Florence, Snohomish 13 Jul provided a very rare record of a southbound ad. (G. Aslanian). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper at N.S.C.B 7 Jul was the earliest for Oregon by over a month (previous record 13 Aug) and the state's first ad. (KC, DL). A Short-billed Dowitcher at Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla 16 Jul furnished a very rare summer eastside record (CC, JC). Wilson's Phalaropes seem to be on their way to establishing themselves as a westside breeder. In Oregon they bred for the 3rd consecutive year at F.R.R. and the 4th consecutive year at Baskett Slough, Polk (DDW, RG), while TR's discovery of downy young at N.S.C.B. 20 Jul provided a first breeding record for Oregon's outer coast. In Washington, a male was guarding 2 downy chicks near Florence, Snohomish 17 Jul (E. Kroese, SM, DD, SP)--only the 2nd w. Washington breeding record since 1975. A Parasitic Jaeger, extremely rare on the eastside during summer, was at School-house L., Lake 13 Jul (CM). Less unusual but still noteworthy were Puget Trough sightings, including 2 at Protection I., Jefferson 29 Jun (G. Gerdts) and one at P.N.P. 4 Jul (DW, PW). Only 3 Pomarine Jaegers were found offshore. In contrast, 7 South Polar Skuas were detected, an excellent summer total. Washington's first Franklin's Gull of the year was near Paterson, Benton 26 Jul (BL, NL), while the westside's first was from Sauvie I., 30 Jul (IT). Heermann's Gull numbers seemed up this summer. Three thousand were at Port Angeles 25 Jul (BN, DW), 5,000 were at O.S./Westport 6 Jul (SM, DD), and 5,000 were at Siletz Bay, Lincoln during late Jul (PP); these are the Region's highest tallies since 1994. Two Mew Gulls were at Deer Lagoon, Island 22 Jun (SM, DD); the first returning birds usually are not found until early or mid-Jul. About 10,000 California Gulls joined the Heermann's feasting on anchovies at Siletz Bay during late Jul (PP, WH). A Herring Gull, very rare during summer, was at 0.S. 12 Jul (†PtS). Six Elegant Terns at Gold Beach, Curry 31 Jul provided the first Jul record since 2000 (DM), though a number were found last Aug. A Forster's Tern, very rare during summer in w. Washington, was at Deer Lagoon, Island 19 Jul (SM, DD); 3 Forster's at F.R.R. 3 Jun, where they occasionally linger during spring migration (DFi, DI). Black Terns once again nested on the westside at F.R.R. and Baskett Slough, Polk, with 20+ pairs at F.R.R. (DDW, RG); they also summered at Ridgefield, though nesting was not confirmed, with up to 6 seen through 12 Jul (KK). Two hypoleucus Xantus's Murrelets were off Westport 19 Jul, providing only the 4th Washington record of this taxon (†BLb); notably, though, indications from seabird researchers is that S. h. hypoleucus is far more regular than realized off our shores (N.A.B. 56: 99). Evidence suggesting Cassin's Auklet population recovery was provided by tallies of 52 and 375 off Westport during Jul. For the 6th summer out of the last 7, Horned Puffins were found on the Oregon coast, including 3 flybys at Sea Lion Caves, Lane 5 Jun (M. Crewe, D. Pettey) and one flying past Cape Arago, Coos 19 Jul (DI, NS). Rare in e. Washington, especially e. of the Cascades, a Band-tailed Pigeon was in Grant near Vantage, Kittitas 15 Jun (TA). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, almost annual during early summer in se. Oregon, was at Fields, Harney 15 Jun (Maitreya). Prior to this summer, Black Swifts were known to breed at only two sites in Oregon. This summer, they were at their well-known Salt Cr. Falls, Lane colony (m. ob.), while a survey of potential Oregon nest sites found birds returning during evening hours to several new locations, including Starvation Rock Falls in the Columbia Gorge and Grotto, Toketee, and Proxy Falls in the s. Oregon Cascades (fide B. Altman). A Black-chinned Hummingbird, .about the 5th for w. Washington, was at Silver Star Mt., Clark 7 Jun (WC). An Anna's Hummingbird was at East Wenatchee, Douglas 26-27 Jun (DB); this species is still rare in e. Washington away from Klickitat. An ad. male and female-type Calliope Hummingbird at Saddle Mt. in the Oregon Coast Range 10 Jul increased suspicion of local breeding (MP); this site has provided several summer records since 1995. Costa's Hummingbirds, not annual during summer, were noted at Chiloquin, Klamath 5 Jun (W. Stone) and near Grants Pass, Josephine 12 Jul (DV). An ad. male Broad-tailed Hummingbird was at Dale, Grant on 8 Jul (MD, MLD); despite frequent mid-summer reports from ne. Oregon, nesting has not been confirmed. A Boreal Owl was singing at Armstrong Mt., Okanogan 8 Jul (SDs, CW); because Boreal Owls tend to be quiet during midsummer, such records are few. A family group of Williamson's Sapsuckers, unusual w. of the Cascade crest, was on the on the w slope of Mt. Jefferson, Linn 27 Jul (J. Harding). A Black-backed Woodpecker, very rare in w Washington, was at Forlorn Lakes, Skamania 10 Jul (TA); due to poor coverage, this species may be more regular than currently realized in Skamania. An integrade Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted Flicker was again found in Seattle this summer on 31 Jul (P. Lott), while a bird looking like a normal Red-shafted with a red nape crescent was at Daroga S.P., Douglas 6 Jun (DB); flickers displaying phenotypic characteristics of Yellow-shafteds are very rare during summer.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES 
Least Flycatcher numbers continue to increase. This summer at least 4 were found in Oregon and 14 in Washington, if one includes a pair of tardy reports from late May Most of Washington's Leasts were singing on territory along the e. slope of the Cascades or in the adjacent Columbia/Okanogan River valleys. Another territorial bird was at Pend Oreille Wetlands (MF). Apparent migrants included singles at Indian Canyon, Spokane 25 May (JA), Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane 31 May (M. Frobe), Ringold, Franklin 8 Jun (RTS, BF, DSc, SM), and Eloika Lake Rd., Spokane 12 Jun (JA, WH). In Oregon, likely migrants were near Black Butte Ranch 8 Jun (WG), Frenchglen, Harney 8 Jun (AC), and Burns Junction, Harney 9 Jun (AC). More unusual was a Least apparently on territory at Upper Klamath L. 3 Jul+ (SS), but the prize for most unusual Least Flycatcher goes to one on the westside, where still very rare, at Fortson Mill Ponds, Snohomish 26 Jun (DD, SP). The Cordilleran Flycatcher at Chewelah, Pend Oreille remained on territory through 25 Jun (MF). The ongoing range expansion of Black Phoebes was evidenced by prospecting birds at Brownsville, Linn 10 Jul (JF) and Winchester, Douglas 27 Jul (D. & A. Heyerly), while a pair nested for the 2nd straight year near Dayton, Yamhill, fledging a single chick around 18 Jun (FS). A Black Phoebe at Malheur 17 Jun provided an extremely rare eastside summer record (L. Redmond). A Say's Phoebe, extremely rare during summer on the westside, was at Gearhart, Clatsop 19 Jun (S. Warner). An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Orondo, Douglas 16 Jun was somewhat n. of that species' usual breeding range (DB). A Red-eyed Vireo, a scarce breeder on the w Olympic Pen., was at L. Quinault, Grays Harbor 20 Jul (CW). Western Scrub-Jays continued to expand their range. An ad. with young at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 6 Jul extended the Washington breeding range 25-30 km westward (DD, SM), while the wayward bird at Lummi I., Whatcom remained to at least mid-Jun (C. Blake); to the east, a scrub-jay at Yakima, Yakima 13 Jul added to that county's rapidly growing list of records (SDs). In w. Oregon, Tillamook is the only county without regularly occurring scrub-jays, but that might be changing, as singles were noted in Tillamook
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and on Mt. Hebo during Jul (B. Woodhouse). Bank Swallows seem to be rapidly increasing their westside range. A colony of 100 near Concrete, Skagit 17 Jul (TA) was the largest ever in w. Washington, while the Auburn, King colony hosted 45 birds 4 Jul (CW); 3 more Banks near Nahcotta, Pacific 6 Jul provided an extremely rare record for Washington's outer coast (J. Gilligan). The plumbeus Bushtit flock near Potholes Res., Grant still had 10+ birds 5 Jul (T. Pieper); who knows how long these birds have been there? It was an exceptional year for westside Rock Wrens, with reports from numerous mid-elevation clearcuts, rock outcroppings, and dam faces in the Cascades and the Coast Range. Two ads. accompanying a recent fledgling at Tamarack Quarry 29 Jul provided Clackamas's first breeding record (ES, NW). Rock Wrens were also noted in w. Oregon at Larch Mtn., Multnomah (IT) and Hills Creek Dam, Lane (NS) and in sw. Washington at Silver Star Mt., Little Baldy, and Siouxon Peak (WC, M. Miller, C. Chappell). A Bewick's Wren was near Elgin, Union 21 Jun, where they are unknown as breeders (TB). Oregon's first Sedge Wren, found at N.S.C.B. 30 May, was last seen 10 Jul (TR). Washington's 8th Blue-gray Gnatcatcher returned for its 2nd summer to Hardy Canyon, Yakima 10 Jun-3 Jul (R. Repp, ph. DG); once again, its determined singing failed to attract a mate. Veeries were again found at their only westside nesting spot, the County Line Ponds, Whatcom, with 2 singing males on 11 Jun and a pair carrying food 26 Jun (S. Terry, TA). A Swainson's Thrush near the W.W.R.D. 17 Jun was, apparently, an exceptionally delayed northbound migrant (NL, H. Browers); this species is a scarce migrant in the Columbia Basin, with most northbound migrants passing through in late May/early Jun. Two Mountain Bluebirds were at Deer Pk., Olympic N.P. 26 Jun (BN); Mountain Bluebirds bred in the Olympics as recently as the 1940s but are thought to have since been extirpated there as breeders. A Gray Catbird at Little Deschutes Crossing, Klamath 2 Jun was far removed from known Oregon breeding sites (H. Lown) but follows a pattern of increasing reports from the Deschutes Basin. Five Northern Mockingbirds this summer was about average, with singles at F.R.R. 24 Jun (A. Reid), N.S.C.B. 21 Jun (T. Snetsinger), Tatoosh I., Clallam 14-16 Jun (B. Paine, T. Wootton) and 2 near Colville, Stevens 6 Jun (fide K. Duemrose). Washington's 7th Brown Thrasher was at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 2 Jun (†BT, †BLb); there were only 3 Washington records prior to 1999. 

SA - Thick-billed Fox Sparrows are known to breed well n. along Oregon's Cascades, and birds likely of this group have been found breeding almost to the Washington border, but none had been convincingly described from Washington. On 5 Jul, BT and RTS found 3 birds that looked and called like Thick-billed Fox Sparrows at Columbia Hills, Klickitat. This report prompted WC to reveal that he had 3 such birds at the Monte Carlo Mts., Skamania 7 Jun, 1998. He returned to that Tot on 13 Jul this year and again found one there. Apparently, the range of P. i. megarhyncha extends into Washington, but how far and how long have they been there?

Washington's 16th Chestnut-sided Warbler was at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 1 Jun (ph. BF, vt. SM). In Oregon, where there are 40+ records of Chestnut-sideds, singles were at Malheur 1 Jun (TB) and Lost L. 27 Jun-7 Jul, a Linn first (RG). A Myrtle Warbler at Lyons Ferry, Franklin 2 Jun provided Washington's 4th summer record (BT, Blb); equally rare was one in Oregon's Coast Range in n. Douglas 6 Jun (RH). A Black-throated Gray Warbler, very rare in far e. Washington, was at Davenport, Lincoln 6 Jun (JA). Washington's 2nd Black-throated Green Warbler was singing near Vantage, Kittitas 14 Jun (†A. Davis). Two male American Redstarts at County Line Ponds, Whatcom 11 Jun (S. Terry) and a pair carrying food at County Line Ponds, Skagit 26 Jun (TA) were at traditional westside nesting locations, while singles at Brookings, Curry 15 Jul and Creswell, Lane 27 Jun clearly were lost (P. Hicks, S. Nelson). Breeding likely took place in e. Oregon, where pairs summered at Upper Klamath L. (M.A. Sohlstrom) and along Indian Ford Cr., Deschutes (HHo). A window-killed Prothonotary Warbler at Cape Meares Village 16 Jun was a Tillamook first and about the 9th for Oregon (M. Tweelinckx); most previous records were Aug—Oct. Two Oven-birds this summer was about average, with singles at Malheur 8 Jun (AC) and near Florence, Lane 10 Jun (K. Hollinga). Wayward Northern Waterthrushes were at Ft. Klamath 10 Jun (Klamath Bird Observatory) and Lost L., Linn 14 Jun+ (W. Weber); the latter bird was in high breeding condition when banded 11 Jul (SD). Washington Green-tailed Towhees included one at Biscuit Ridge, Walla Walla 15 Jun (BL, NL), 2 at Wenatchee Guard Station, Asotin 21 Jun (MD, MLD, M. Willison), and 3 at a new site, Sunset Pt., Garfield 19 Jun (MD, MLD, B. Dowdy); in Washington, this species is only known from a handful of sites in the Blue Mts. A Clay-colored Sparrow at Sucia I., San Juan 16 Jun provided w. Washington's 4th summer record (R. Rogers), and for the 3rd consecutive summer, Clay-coloreds were found in e. Washington, with singles near Espanola, Spokane 1 Jun (WH, JA) and near Molson, Okanogan 2 Jul (PL). A Vesper Sparrow at Bayocean Spit 6 Jul was rare for Tillamook at any season but even less expected during midsummer OT). A White-throated Sparrow at Wapato, Yakima 17 May-9 Jun furnished Washing-ton's 3rd summer record and the first since 1973 (A. & E. Stepniewski). Rather late were Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrows at Windust Park, Franklin 7 Jun (BLb, BF, SM, RTS, M. Roening) and Ringold, Franklin 8 Jun (BF, RTS, DSc, SM). The Region's 7th summer Lapland Longspur was at O.S. 12 Jul (PtS, RS); interestingly, only one of these was prior to 1999. Returning back to "normal" numbers, 5 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were noted in Oregon and one was in Washington at Seattle 1 Jun (J. Engle). Only 2 Tricolored Blackbirds were still at their only known Washington nesting site, Wilson Creek, Grant 5 Jun (TA), but one at St. Andrews 22 Jun provided a first Douglas record (†R. Nelson). In w. Oregon, a Tricolored at F.R.R 13 Jul was the 3rd for this location and Lane (JS). The season's only Great-tailed Grackle was at Malheur 3 Jun (TB). A Pine Grosbeak at Arbuckle Mt. 17 Jun was a Wheeler first (M. & MLD). The Region's only sighting of the peripatetic White-winged Crossbill was of 2 at Salmo Mt., Pend Oreille 19 Jul (BW) 

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Jim Acton, Tom Aversa (WA), David Beaudette, Diane Bednarz (Skagit), Trent Bray, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Steve Dowlan (SD), Scott Downes (SDs), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), David Fix (DFi), Jeff Fleischer, Bob Flores, Mike Force, Chuck Gates (Crook), Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Wink Gross, Warren Hall, Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Wayne Hoffman, Howard Horvath (HHo), Matt Hunter (OR), Ken Knittle, Bruce LaBar (BLb), Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Paul Lehman, Larry McQueen, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson, Phil Pickering, Steve Pink, Tim Rodenkirk (sw. Oregon), Doug Schonewald (DSc), Ryan T. Shaw (RTS), Floyd Shrock, Stephen Shunk, Elmer Specht, Noah Strycker, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, Greg Toffic, lain Tomlinson, Dennis Vroman, Doug Watkins, Pip Watkins, Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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