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The Region had another fabulous and fun fall, with rarities, range expansions, and irruptions, but two stories vie for top billing: Warblers and Seabirds. The Region had 26 species of warblers this fall, perhaps not that impressive to our friends in California, but almost certainly unprecedented in the Pacific Northwest.
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Most appeared in southeastern Oregon, and perhaps increased effort there partly explains this fall's bonanza. Perhaps even more astounding are the data from a N.O.A.A. Southwest Fisheries Science Center cruise (under the auspices of Dr. L. Ballance) that passed through Washington and Oregon several times, spending seven days during August, ten days during September, five days during October, and two days during November in our waters. Xantus's Murrelets have been rumored to spend the nonbreeding season well off our shores, and this fall's cruises certainly supported that hypothesis—but which Xantus's sub species predominates? Beyond the above headlines, there was still much to cheer about. There were 34 records of 28 species that warranted boldface type, including two first Regional records, six second state records, and three third state records. The most amazing of the lot was the first Eurasian Hobby record for the contiguous United States. Regarding the weather, it was a tale of two falls. The first half of the fall was warm and quite dry, especially away from w. Washington. The latter half was very wet, especially in November, and temperatures generally remained moderate.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney.); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Pt. No Pt., Kitsap); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark.); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" indicate the eastern and western slopes of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH GROUSE
Peak loon counts from seawatches in Lincoln included 3,000 Red-throateds 25 Nov, 23,000 Pacifics 16 Nov, and 1,000 Commons 9 Nov (PP) Single Red-throateds at Wenatchee, Chelan 29 Nov (DB) and Wickiup Res., Deschutes 18 Sep (KO) were on the eastside, where very rare. Seven westside Yellow-billed Loons, from 17 Oct onward, was a bit above average. A concentration of 600 Red-necked Grebes at Marrowstone Point, Jefferson 20 Oct may have set a Regional record (S. MacKay), while a gathering of 67 Eared Grebes at Utsalady Bay, Island 10 Nov provided a new high count for w. Washington (SM). Thirteen westside Clark's Grebes, from 23 Sep onwards, was about average. Oregon's 2nd and the Region's 4th Shy Albatross was at Perpetua Bank 7 Oct (TS); previous records were all Sep-Jan. The NOAA researchers found 10 Laysan Albatrosses off the Oregon coast between 24 Oct and 2 Nov (MF) Only 3 were found on regular pelagic trips: one on Perpetua Bank, Lincoln 6 Oct and 2 there 7 Oct (TS). Northern Fulmar numbers were moderately low, with generally fewer than 200 per trip except in the 2nd half of Aug, when counts ranged up to 1,000. Fulmars are rare away from the outer coast, so one near Sequim, Clallam 13 Oct was noteworthy (SM, DD). NOAA researchers encountered 12 Mottled Petrels off Oregon, including 6 birds 37-55 km off Tillamook l Nov, 3 birds about 276 km off Cape Arago, Coos 2 Nov, two birds about 368 km off Cape Blanco, Curry 20 Oct, and a single 309 km w. of the Chetco R. mouth, Curry 24 Oct (MF, C. Oedekoven); there were only about 12 previous Regional records of live birds, all Nov-Apr. A Dark-rumped Petrel was 423 km off Pt. St. George 10 Sep (RRw, MF), this bird would just have been within Oregon if the boundary was extended that far to sea. There is one previous Regional record: a bird found 497 km off Cape Arago, Coos 19 Oct 1986 (Pyle et al. 1993, in Western Birds), but to the south, approximately 13 have been recorded in California, spanning late Apr to late Aug. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers were excellent, averaging 440 per trip, with a large peak of 2,536 off Westport 22 Sep (BT). Only 16 Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found, a poor total for the amount of effort. Buller's Shearwater numbers were unimpressive, averaging 33 per trip and peaking at only 190 off Westport 22 Sep (BT). Sooty Shearwater numbers continued to improve: both the average of 3,000 per trip and the peak of 10,000 off Westport 22 
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This nominate Xantus's Murrelet landed on a research vessel about 29 km off Cape Blanco, Oregon, on 20 October 2001. N.O.A.A. researchers encountered unprecedented numbers of Xantus's Murrelets off the Oregon and Washington coasts this fall; most were of the nominate race. Photographs are by Michael P. Force.

Sep (BT) were increases over the recent past. The onshore peak count of 250,000 off Clatsop Spit 5 Sep (MP) was phenomenal for recent years. A respectable total of 56 Short-tailed Shearwaters was reported from pelagic trips, primarily from late Sep onward. Manx Shearwaters were off Westport 4 Aug (BLa) and at O.S. 10-16 Aug (†PtS, BSh); almost all records have been Apr-Oct. A well-described Black-vented Shearwater seen from Boiler Bay 11 Nov would represent the 2nd or 3rd Oregon record if accepted (†PP). A Wilson's Storm-Petrel off Westport 6 Sep provided Washington's 2nd record (†RTS, †BLa); the first was also off Westport on 23 Jul 1984 (Tweit and Paulson 1994, in Washington Birds). Brandt's Cormorant movements peaked at 3,300 at Boiler Bay 28 Sep (PP). Some impressive concentrations of American White Pelicans remained in the westside's interior after last summer's irruption, including 102 lingering through Aug and Sep in the Portland/Ridgefield area (D. Mandell, HN) and 98 at Hyatt L., Jackson 26 Aug (P Trail); the only reports from the outer coast were of 5 at Tillamook 9 Sep (JG) and one at O.S. 5 Oct (K. Wolgemuth). Brown Pelicans arrived late but in numbers, with large concentrations remaining much later than normal, including 610 at Coos Bay 20 Nov (SM). A few, as has become the norm, wandered into the Puget Sound area, totaling 6 birds 23 Sep-3 Nov. Another Brown Pelican near McMinnville, Yamhill 30 Oct provided a very rare interior westside record (fide T. Love). A tally of 127 Great Egrets at Ridgefield 13 Sep may well be the highest ever for w. Washington (JE). Snowy Egrets continue to increase in the Region as evidenced by 3 in Washington and one in nw. Oregon this fall: one at Blaine, Whatcom 22 Aug-10 Sep (†WW, J. Duemmel), 2 at Ridgefield 9-11 Oct (†JE), and one in Portland 19 Oct (I. Tomlinson). Cattle Egrets had another poor showing this fall, with only 9 reported, primarily from the eastside: 2, Burbank, Walla Walla 19-31 Nov (fide BL) and singles near Brewster, Okanogan 6 Nov (H. Stout), Wenatchee, Chelan 8 Nov (†DB), Prescott, Walla Walla 9 Nov (MD), near Silvana, Snohomish 17 Nov (J. Osmundson, DD), near Stanwood, Snohomish 17-31 Nov (DD), Davenport, Lincoln 17-19 Nov (JA), and Coos Bay 25-31 Nov (TR, TS). A Green Heron at Yakima 12-16 Nov furnished a rare e. Washington record (R. Repp). Washington's 2nd Yellow-crowned Night Heron was a juv. at Wenatchee 24 Sep (†DB); the first came from Walla Walla during May-Jun 1993 (Tweit and Skriletz 1996, in Washington Birds). An imm. Plegadis ibis, presumably a White-faced, was at Bingen, Klickitat 2-22 Oct (S. Johnston, WC); despite recent spring irruptions, White-faceds remain extremely rare during fall in Washington. At least 2 Emperor Geese were at Sauvie I./Ridgefield from 14 Oct onward (S. White, †TA); this species is almost annual among the huge wintering Cackling Goose (B. c. minima) flocks along the lower Columbia R. The Emperor Goose at Port Angeles, Clallam, now 2 years old, remained through the fall (BN). The only errant Ross's Goose this fall was near Vancouver L., Clark 24 Nov (SM). Brant, rare on the westside interior, were at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 9 Oct (M. Kleinbaum), Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 23 Oct (HN), Ridgefield 30 Oct (fide JE), and Junction City, Lane 12 Nov (P. Sherrell). Despite earlier reports of their demise in this column, at least one phenotypically pure American Black Duck survives at Everett, Snohomish—a female on 14 Oct (†EH, MB). Surf Scoters were present in excellent numbers on the eastside, with 26 in e. Washington and 7 in e. Oregon, mostly during mid- and late Oct; the first was found near Orondo, Douglas 26 Aug (DB), and the maximum was 13 at Rock L., Whitman, 14 Oct (CS). White-winged Scoters had a similar showing during the same time frame, with 27 in e. Washington and 3 in e. Oregon; the maximum was 6 at Sprague L Adams 14 Oct (BF, CS). A total of 920 Black Scoters flew s. past Boiler Bay 20 Nov (PP); this is an exceptional count, especially for so far south The only eastside Long-tailed Duck was at Bridgeport, Douglas 15 Aug into Oct (M. Spencer, R. Hendrick); this bird had likely summered locally. White-tailed Kites continue to increase in the Region, highlighted by a maximum of 28 at Finley N.W.R., Benton 8 Oct (PV, MC). Red-shouldered Hawk numbers also continue to increase. Unprecedented, 9 were found in e. Oregon: 5 in Harney plus 2 at Tumalo Res., Deschutes 22 Aug (SS) and 2 at Sparks L., Deschutes 10 Sep (AJ). In Washington, one at Conboy L., Klickitat 12 Sep provided e. Washington's 3rd record (†JE), while one at Skagit W.M.A. 27 Sep was the state's northernmost ever (†TA, SG); others were at Pierce N.W.R. 19 Sep (M. Hayes), Ridgefield 20 Oct (WC), and Brady, Grays Harbor throughout period (ph. RS, †TA). Two Broad-winged Hawks were found, both away from hawkwatches: Timberwolf Mtn., Yakima 9 Sep (AS) and near Lebanon, Linn 30 Sep (B. Thackaberry). Swainson's Hawks are very rare on the westside, especially during fall, so one at W. Eugene, Lane 30 Aug was noteworthy (LM, D. Arendt). Harlan's Hawk (B. j. harlani) numbers seem to have been increasing over the last decade, highlighted this fall by a maximum of 6 in the Kittitas Valley 1 Nov (TA). Ferruginous Hawks, very rare on the westside, were at Eugene, Lane 3 Sep (AD, Finley N.W.R. 7 Sep (R. & S. Maulding), Linn 15-16 Sep (J. Fleischer), and Mt Hood 26 Oct (J. Olson). A Rough-legged Hawk near Gordon, Whitman 25 Aug was more than a month early (RH). A pale male Merlin, probably F. c. richardsonii, was at Hanford, Benton 29 Nov (BL). The most amazing bird of this stunning fall was an ad. Eurasian Hobby snapping up dragon-
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flies in Seattle 20 Oct (KA, vt. P. Cozens); there are only about 6 other records from North America, all from Alaska. Washington falconers felt there was very little chance that this bird was an escapee (B Anderson). A Gyrfalcon was near Floras L., Curry 21 Oct (DL, KC) and was refound at the New R. mouth, Coos 17-18 Nov (TR); Gyrs are extremely rare in sw. Oregon. The only other Gyrfalcon was at Samish Flats, Skagit 11-31 Nov (BL, NL). Approximately 8 westside Prairie Falcons included an early individual at Tangent, Linn, 29 Aug (J. Fleischer). Two Greater Sage-Grouse at FEALE, Benton 17 Nov were at a location where they had been thought extirpated (NL, BL), however, there have been a couple reports from this location over the past two years.

PLOVERS THROUGH AUKLETS
One hundred golden-plovers, subpar, were reported from the westside, with Pacifics reportedly outnumbering Americans by 2:1; however, the picture is far from clear as, at times, the same flock of plovers was identified differently by different observers. Indeed, almost no golden-plovers were left unidentified, a condition that arouses great anxiety on the part of this column's authors. Rare on the eastside, single American Golden-Plovers were at Joseph, Wallowa 19 Sep (F. & S. Conley), Richland, Baker 15 Nov (E. McVicker), and Othello, Adams 21 Sep (BF). A Black-necked Stilt at Othello 29 Sep was among the latest ever for Washington (SM, CB). An American Avocet near Othello 22 Oct was exceptionally late for e. Washington (BF), and one at L. Abert, Lake 11 Nov was similarly delayed in e. Oregon (SS). Avocets on the westside, where rare, included one at Mollala, Clackamas 13-24 Aug (ES) and 3 near Florence, Lane 20 Sep (TM, AM). An unprecedented 73 Solitary Sandpipers were reported, mostly from the eastside, with a Regional record tally of 15 at Lind Coulee, Grant 12 Aug (SM, DD). Willets are very rare in Washington away from the outer coast, so singles at Blaine, Whatcom 25 Aug-3 Sep (C. Blake) and Kennedy Creek, Mason 15 Oct (PtS, RS) were noteworthy. A Whimbrel at L. Kahlotus, Franklin 11 Aug was in e. Washington where very rare (SM, DD), while one at Davis L., Deschutes 5 Aug was in e. Oregon where rare (M. Hunter, D. Horgan). Two Long-billed Curlews were near Brownsville, Linn 21 Aug (HH), and one was at Alvadore, Lane 26-27 Aug (M. Decker, D. Brown); they are rare on the westside away from the outer coast Bar-tailed Godwits had an excellent showing again this fall. At least 3 were at Tokeland: an ad 1 Aug-23 Oct (ph. RS, PtS), with a 2nd ad. 23 Oct (JG), plus a juv. 16 Oct into Dec (BS). Juvs. were also at Blaine, Whatcom 14-22 Sep (†J. Duemmel, vt. SM) and Empire, Coos 3-31 Nov (TR) Marbled Godwits were unusually numerous in w. Washington, including a record tally of 850 at Tokeland 7 Oct-15 Nov (EH, TA) and away from the outer coast, a maximum of 60 near Sequim, Clallam 24 Sep (TA). A Hudsonian Godwit at Blaine 26 Aug was about the 24th for Washington (†C. Blake, L. Dunlap); most previous records have been late Aug-early Oct. A concentration of 120 Red Knots at O.S. 13 Aug may represent a Regional record high count for fall (S. MacKay), and one at Y.R.D. 4 Sep was in e. Washington, where very rare (NL). Semipalmated Sandpiper numbers seemed roughly normal, with about 56 reported in Washington, including a maximum of 14 at Othello, Adams 15 Aug (BF); 2 at Othello on 29 Sep furnished a Regional record late date (SM). A concentration of 5,000 Least Sandpipers at N.S.C.B. would have been noteworthy at any time but was especially so on the late date of 2 Nov (TR). Eleven Sharp-tailed Sandpipers in Oregon from 4 Sep to 22 Oct, including a maximum of 3 at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 14 Oct (E. Knight), was well above average; Washington had only 2 Sharp-taileds: one at O.S. 8 Sep (BW) and a record-late bird at Brady, Grays Harbor 30 Nov (ph. PtS, RS). A Curlew Sandpiper was at N.S.C.B. 1 Oct (TR, vt. DL); there are fewer than 20 Regional records. Stilt Sandpipers were scarce, with only 17 reported; singles at Othello and Scooteney Res., Adams 13 Oct were exceptionally late for the eastside (BF, DR, PB). Fifteen Buff-breasted Sandpipers 13 Aug-16 Sep was well above the recent average of about 3 per fall; especially noteworthy was one on the eastside, where extremely rare, at Redmond, Deschutes 24 Aug (K. Owen), and singles in the Puget Trough, where very rare, near Nisqually, Thurston 6-10 Sep (BSh) and at Samish Flats, Skagit 25 Aug (†MB). The maximum was 3 at O.S. 7-15 Sep (†R. Lawson, BW). Four Ruffs this fall was about average: Necanicum estuary, Clatsop 24 Aug (TT), Agate L., Jackson 31 Aug (H. Sands), near Tillamook 7-16 Sep (W. Gross), and Bandon, Coos 9 Sep-1 Oct (D. Heyerly, TR, DL, KC). South Polar Skua numbers were the highest in at least 15 years; a tally of 21 off Westport 22 Sep broke the old Washington record of 17 and exceeded most seasonal totals for the last decade (BT). Jaeger counts also improved substantially this fall: Pomarines averaged 25 per trip with a peak of 147 off Westport 22 Sep (BT). The onshore high count of Parasitic Jaegers was a stunning 25 at P.N.P. 19 Sep (VN), but offshore numbers were average. A Parasitic Jaeger at Klamath Falls 13 Sep was on the eastside, where rare (D. Haupt). Long-tailed Jaeger numbers were better than they have been for a decade, with a peak of 126 off Newport 25 Aug (GG) and an average of 16 per pelagic. A juv. Long-tailed Jaeger, extremely rare on the eastside, was at L. Lenore, Grant 25 Aug (vt. SM, CB). Washington's 3rd Laughing Gull was an imm. at Wenatchee, Chelan 4 Sep (†DB); previous records were from the outer coast 14 Aug 1982 and 1 Sep 1975 (Tweit and Skriletz 1996). The pattern of Franklin's Gull occurrences in the Region continues to change; numbers remain down in the Puget Trough, where only 3 were found 16 Aug-22 Oct, but elsewhere on the westside, numbers are remain higher than normal, with 4 reported 18 Sep-13 Nov. Five were also found on the eastside, where rare, 12 Aug-14 Oct. The only Little Gull was at P.N.P. 18-27 Sep (VN). A Heermann's Gull at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 23 Oct was inland, where very rare (HN, D. Albright) A juv. Mew Gull at L. Lenore, Grant 25 Aug was likely the earliest ever for the eastside (SM, CB) California Gull numbers were up this year, with peak tallies of 20,000 in Lincoln 22 Nov (PP) and 15,000 at O.S. 1 Aug (PWS). A Glaucous Gull at Ocean City, Grays Harbor 5 Aug was more than two months early (ph. D. Hayden); only 3 others were seen 16 Nov+. An astonishing 16 Sabine's Gulls were found on the eastside 7-29 Sep, with maxima of 4 at LaGrande, Union 14 Sep (TB) and 4 at Sprague L., Adams 17 Sep (JA). Offshore, Sabine's Gull numbers were above average as well, with about 75 per trip; three outings had counts exceeding 200 (GG, BT, BLa) Approximately 15 Forster's Terns were reported in w. Oregon 16 Aug-20 Sep, with a maximum of 12 at F.R.R. 20 Sep (DDW). A Forster's at Edmonds, Snohomish 22 Oct was the only one in w. Washington (DD); notably, this species is roughly annual in the Puget Trough, with most records being surprisingly late from early Oct to early Nov. Common Murre numbers reflected another successful breeding season, peaking off Westport 13 Aug at 2,480, with lots of juvs. (TRW). An oiled Thick-billed Murre was found near Newport, Lincoln 25 Aug, representing Oregon's 4th record, the 9 previous Regional records have mostly been from winter, but two were from Sep. A Long-billed Murrelet 19 km w. of Pomeroy, Garfield 13 Aug furnished Washington's 6th record and the first from the Region's eastside (*W.S.U. Museum). A juv. Ancient Murrelet at Chief Joseph Dam, Douglas 10-14 Aug was on the eastside, where extremely rare (ph. M. Scuderi, R. Fischer), the date is also early for anywhere in the Region. Pickering totaled 15,000 Cassin's Auklets moving past Boiler Bay, Lincoln 6 Oct, perhaps setting an Oregon record. However, the Aug-Sep offshore counts of fewer than 20 per trip, prior to the arrival of n. migrants in Oct, indicated continuing depression of local breeding. And Tufted Puffin numbers stank, as they have for more than a decade, averaging 0.5 per trip.
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SA – Mostly due to N.O.A.A. research, more Xantus's Murrelets were found in the Region this year than ever before. From public birding pelagic trips, only S. h. scrippsi were found, including a pair 29 km w. of Garibaldi, Tillamook 16 Sep (CR, S. Russell), one 40 km off Boiler Bay 10 Aug (†GG) and 2 off Westport 4 Aug (†BLa). Additionally, 2 Xantus's of unknown race flew past Boiler Bay 2 Oct (†PP). Researchers' pelagic efforts located 35+ S. h. hypoleucus, 4 scrippsi, and unidentified Xantus's Murrelets off Oregon from mid-Aug, into late Oct (MF, RRw). In Washington, 2 hypoleucus were 66 km w. of Leadbetter Point 6 Sep, and pairs of scrippsi were 156 km w. of Westport 13 Aug and 110 km s. of Destruction I. 5 Sep (RRw). Eight unidentified Xantus’s/Cravens Murrelets were also found, off Washington 13 Aug -5 Sep (RRw). Michael Force, who has conducted several late summer and early winter oceanographic, surveys off Oregon and Washington noted that “of the 106 Xantus's Murrelets I've seen off Oregon and Washington, at least 90% of them were hypoleucus. Most of these were beyond 90 km from shore. As one moves farther south, scrippsi begins to predominate. It would appear that hypoleucus leapfrogs over scrippsi, particularly far from shore.” There were only three previous Regional reports of hypoleucus scattered between Jun and Sep.

PIGEONS THROUGH SILKY-FLYCATCHERS
Band-tailed Pigeons are very rare on the eastside during fall, so one at Malheur 14 Oct was noteworthy (AC, R. Hoyer). The season's only Snowy Owls were singles near Spokane 9-19 Nov (JA, WC) and Eugene, Lane 23-24 Nov (DDW, M. Nikas ). Burrowing Owls on the westside were at Baskett Slough, Polk 15 Oct-Dec (K. Sparkman) and Medford. Jackson 26 Oct (N. Barrett), representing a typical fall. Great Gray Owls nested again at Havillah, Okanogan as evidenced by 2 young found with their parents in late Aug (BSu); actual nesting records from Washington are few. Another Great Gray at Wenaha Tucannon Wilderness 19 Sep provided a first Columbia record (MD). During Sep-Oct, 8 Boreal Owls were reported from traditional locations, 4 in the Cascades and 4 in the Blue and Wallowa Mts. The Eugene Vaux's Swift roost peaked at 15,000 on 25 Sep (B. Newhouse). A Broad-billed Hummingbird at Gearhart, Clatsop 6-14 Oct provided Oregon's 2nd record (ph. S. Hinton); the first was in Grant in Sep 1998. More Lewis's Woodpeckers than usual were found in w. Oregon, with a maximum of 10 near Perrydale, Polk 11 Sep (BTi); only one was in w. Washington, near Brady, Grays Harbor 27 Sep (J. Paulios). A sapsucker in advanced molt at Hood Park, Walla Walla 13 Oct (†MD, †S. Steinberg) bore several characteristics of Yellow-bellied, but the timing of the molt was more typical of Red-naped, and the bird may well have been a hybrid between the two species. Three Red-breasted Sapsuckers at Frenchglen, Harney 13-14 Oct were a rare find in the e. third of Oregon (SS, M. Kocher, P. Blatt, H. Blank). A Willow Flycatcher at Washtucna, Adams 30 Sep provided e. Washington's 2nd latest fall date (BF, RH, SM). A rash of Least Flycatchers broke out at Washtucna, with one on 8 Sep (CC, JC), 3 on 9 Sep (BF, RH), and 2 on 15 Sep (BF); another at nearby Hooper 30 Sep furnished Washington's latest record (BF, RH, SM). Previously, only 8 Least Flycatchers had been found during fall in Washington, half of which were at Washtucna. Black Phoebes continue to push northward, with singles at Willamina, Yamhill 20 Oct (C. Karlen, J. Dippolo) and Dayton, Yamhill 18 Nov (FS). Another at Redmond, Deschutes 16 Sep-9 Oct was in e. Oregon, where very rare (KO, SS). Six west-side Say's Phoebes this fall was near the average (about 5 per year). Ash-throated Flycatchers are very rare on the Oregon coast, so singles at Langlois, Curry 11 Aug (TJW) and Cape Blanco, Curry 3 Nov (HN) were noteworthy; the latter bird was also about two months late. Twelve Tropical Kingbirds this fall brought the Regional all-time total to nearly 100, over half of which were found during the last 5 years. The 10 Oregon Tropicals were 4 Oct-18 Nov, and Washington's records consisted of singles at O.S. 28 Oct-6 Nov (KA, RTS, BT, vt. SM) and Stanwood, Snohomish 12-24 Nov (†DD, †DB, ph. PB); the Stanwood bird provided only the 2nd Washington record away from the outer coast and Olympic Pen. Oregon's 2nd Cassin's Kingbird—and first since Aug 1935—graced a farmyard near Canby, Clackamas from 10 Oct into Dec (ES, TS, R. Hoyer); there are but two nw. California records, one from May and one from Oct (Harris 1996, Northwest California Birds). A Western Kingbird at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 6 Oct was a month late for Washington and on the outer coast, where very rare in fall (†PtS, RS). An Eastern Kingbird near Corvallis, Benton 29 Aug provided a very rare fall westside record (E. Eltzroth). Rare for the Oregon coast was a Loggerhead Shrike at N.S.C.B. 8-31 Nov (TR). Only 6 Blue Jays were found, all 18 Oct+, with an individual at McKenzie Bridge, Lane 18 Oct (L. & T. Brown) providing the only westside record; the Region has recently averaged about 8 per fall. Three Western Scrub-Jays at Sisters, Deschutes 11 Sep (SS) and one at Frenchglen, Harney 29 Sep (TJ) were beyond this species' current but ever expanding range. A Pinyon Jay in Cascade Siskiyou N.M., Jackson provided a very rare west-side record (P. Trail). A Purple Martin at Wenatchee 16 Aug provided Chelan's first record (†DB). Congregations of 20,000 Barn Swallows near Dayton, Yamhill 15 Sep was remarkable, but below last year's total (FS). A Rock Wren at O.S. 28 Oct (G. Gerdts) provided heavily birded Grays Harbor with its 2nd record, while one at Astoria, Clatsop 10-16 Sep was on the Oregon coast, where very rare (S. Warner). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Lone Ranch S.P., Curry 24 Sep was on the Oregon coast, where also very rare (DM). A Veery at Rattlesnake Ridge 22 Sep provided Benton's first record (DR, PB); migrant Veeries are very rarely noted in the Region. A Swainson's Thrush in Josephine 6 Nov was more than a month late (DV). Late Gray Catbirds were noted at several locations including Wenatchee, Chelan 26 Sep (DB), Lyons Ferry, Franklin 30 Sep (BF), and Malheur 25 Oct (T. & K. Steele). Eight Northern Mockingbirds this fall was above recent norm of about 6 per fall; Washington records included singles at Edmonds, Snohomish 5 Nov (DD), Skagit W.M.A. 18 Nov (E. Peasley), and near Stanwood, Snohomish 25 Nov (H. Ballash, M. Roening). A Brown Thrasher at Astoria, Clatsop 4-6 Nov was about Oregon's 22nd (†MP). Following closely on the heels of two records this spring, Oregon's 7th Phainopepla was near Eugene Lane 30 Aug (†C. Downs).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
A Tennessee Warbler at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 4 Sep was about the 11th for Washington (†WC), most previous records have been late Aug-mid Sep. In Oregon, where annual, Tennessees were at Riley, Harney 13 Sep (AJ), near Redmond, Deschutes 27 Sep & 9 Oct (KO), and Page Springs, Harney 13 Oct (SS). Northern Parulas at Malheur 1-2 Oct (WW, M) and near Brookings, Curry 6 Oct (DM) added to 50+ previous Oregon records, most of which are from May-Jun. A Yellow Warbler at Moolack Beach, Lincoln 23 Nov was more than a month late (Tanya Bray). A Chestnut-sided Warbler at Seattle 19 Sep was Washington's 15th (†KA), and one at Malheur 16 Sep added to approximately 40 Oregon records (D. Bailey); most previous records have been May-Jun, and the Seattle bird was only the 3rd during fall in Washington. A Magnolia Warbler at Wenatchee, Chelan 2 Oct was only Washington's 11th (†DB). Oregon's 13th Cape May Warbler was at Malheur 12 Sep (AJ) and was followed shortly by another at Frenchglen, Harney 28 Sep (S. Wright). Single Black-throated Blue Warblers were at Malheur 23 Sep (GL), Riley 30 Sep-3 Oct
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(D Heyerly), and Frenchglen 6 Oct (N. Strycker); there are more than 30 previous Oregon records, but none since 1998. A movement of 2000+ Yellow-rumped Warblers at Wenatchee 2 Oct may well have set a Washington record (DB). Two Hermit Warblers at Snow Mtn., Grant, OR 15 Aug were e of the Cascades, where very rare (CM). A Palm Warbler at Pendleton R. Parkway, Umatilla 20 Oct was on the eastside, where very rare (A. Skirvin. A Bay-breasted Warbler at Malheur 12 Sep added to about 10 previous Oregon records (AJ) An unidentified "Baypoll" was at Spokane 14 Oct (†CS); there are no Washington records of Bay-breasted and only about 13 Blackpoll records, none after 20 Sep. Blackpoll Warblers at Malheur 12 Sep (M. Rudolph) and Fields, Harney 22 Sep (TR) were in se. Oregon, where now annual, but one at Brookings 9 Oct (AC) was on the outer coast, where still very rare. Seven Black-and-white Warblers in Oregon 5 Aug-21 Oct was well above the norm. A Prothonotary Warbler at Halfway, Baker 9-20 Nov was Oregon's 8th and the latest by about one month (ph. M. & D. Hammar). Even rarer was Oregon's 3rd Worm-eating Warbler at Winchuck St. Wayside, Curry 2 Nov (†DM, K. Goldwater); previous records were from Malheur during Jun and Sep. A Connecticut Warbler was reported by an experienced observer at Fields, Harney 14 Sep (D. Bailey), but details have not yet arrived; if accepted, this would represent a first Regional record. Look for more info in an addendum to the winter 2001-2002 column. A concentration of 310 Wilson's Warblers at Washtucna, Adams 8 Sep is surely a Washington record high count (CC, JC), while a lone Wilson's at Wenatchee 20-26 Nov provided e. Washington's latest ever (DB). A Canada Warbler, Oregon's 7th, was at Malheur 8 Sep (S. Steinberg, AC, HH, FM); four of the previous records were 4 Sep-4 Oct. A Yellow-breasted Chat at Astoria, Clatsop 15 Aug provided a very rare record for the n. Oregon coast (L. Cain). Continuing the recent onslaught of Summer Tanagers, Oregon's 13th-15th were near Beaverton, Washington 28 Sep (†W. Wenger), Portland 13 Oct (JG), and Bend, Deschutes 17-25 Nov (DT, J. Meredith). A Western Tanager at Port Townsend, Jefferson 8 Nov (TA) was quite tardy, but one at Seattle 27 Nov was almost two months late (TA). Single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, very rare during fall, were at Astoria, Clatsop 26 Aug (MP), Portland 26 Sep (M. Houck), and Riley, Harney 8-12 Oct (N. Strycker, TM, J. Carlson). Extremely rare for the Oregon coast was a Green-tailed Towhee at Newport, Lincoln 28 Sep (R. Cheek). An American Tree Sparrow near Cape Blanco 6 Nov was Curry's 3rd (TRW); others in w. Oregon included one at Newport 31 Oct (HN) and 2 at Baskett Slough, Polk 11-31 Nov (M. Ratzlaff). Clay-colored Sparrows had another exceptional fall, with approximately 12 in sw. Oregon 9 Sep-26 Nov, and 2 in Washington: Hooper, Adams 22-24 Aug (†BF) and Woodland, Cowlitz 24-31 Nov (SM); Oregon has had 28 Clay-colored Sparrows during the last four falls compared with about 32 total prior to 1994! Is this a change in observer awareness, or a sign of population increase and/or range expansion? Another Spizella that has been increasingly reported from the westside is Brewer's Sparrow. This fall singles were near Tillamook 4 Aug (W. Gross) and F.R.R. 22 Aug-2 Sep (LM). Rare for the outer coast were single Lark Sparrows near Bandon, Coos 24 Aug (DL, KC) and at Pistol R., Curry 2 Oct (DM). A Red Fox Sparrow was at Merlin, Josephine 2 Nov (†DV); 3 others were reported from Oregon without documentation. Swamp Sparrow numbers were above average, with at least 20 in w. Oregon and 5 in Washington. White-throated Sparrows were also present in good numbers, as highlighted by a maximum of 15 at Millacoma Marsh, Coos 17 Nov (TR, DL, KC). Eleven Harris's Sparrows in Oregon plus 5 in Washington provided an excellent Regional fall total. A concentration of 6 Golden-crowned Sparrows at Sacajawea S.P., Franklin 17 Nov was exceptional for the eastern third of Washington (DR). Oregon's 9th Chestnut-collared Longspur was near Cape Blanco, Curry 9 Oct—the 3rd consecutive Oct for that location (TJW)! Shortly thereafter, others were found at N.S.C.B. 26 Oct (TR) and Lost Creek Res., Jackson 9 Nov (†DM). Bobolinks, now annual on the Oregon coast, were at Lone Ranch, Curry 9 Sep (DM) and N.S.C.B. 5 Oct (DL, KC). Rusty Blackbirds, rare but regular in Washington, were near Nisqually, Thurston 20-23 Nov (BSh), near Vancouver L., Clark 24 Nov (vt. SM), and at Brady, Grays Harbor 25 Nov (†PtS, RS). Washington's 7th Common Grackle was at Two Rivers Pk., Benton 8 Aug (†DR); amazingly, this was Washington's first in fall. Oregon's 5th Orchard Oriole was at Newport, Lincoln 13-16 Oct (†R. Smith, †R. Freeman, FS). Gray-crowned Rosy- Finches have become very rare in w. Washington’s lowlands over the last decade, so one in Seattle 21 Oct was noteworthy (EH, N. Hunn, vt. SM). Two Purple Finches at Sullivan L., Pend Oreille 5 Sep were well e. of their usual haunts (TA). White-winged Crossbills were widely reported in mountainous areas of ne. Washington, with maxima of 45 at Salmo Peak, Pend Oreille 5 Sep (TA) and 35 near Rogers L., Okanogan 24 Sep (C. Wright). The only report from w. Washington was of 3 at Johnson Ridge, Snohomish 11 Nov (KK). Common Redpolls staged a major invasion, with flocks of 20+ widely reported across Washington 4 Nov+, including a relatively high percentage from the westside. Westside maxima included 40 at Lummi Flats, Whatcom 11 Nov (HO, J. Edwards) and 40 at Stanwood, Snohomish 18 Nov (DB). The southernmost westside reports included 2 at Detroit Flats, Marion 23 Nov (J. Livaudais), one in Portland 22 Nov (A. Shalas), and 2 others in Portland 29 Nov (I. Thomlinson). On the east-side, redpolls were found as far s. as Bend, Deschutes. Among the Common hordes was Washington's 13th, and w. Washington's 2nd, Hoary Redpoll at Lummi Flats, Whatcom 11 Nov (†HO, J. Edwards).

Addenda
For the 6th consecutive summer, a Yellow-billed Loon was found in Washington: Diamond Pt., Clallam 16 Jun 2001 (ph. RS, PtS)! A Thayer's Gull at Dungeness, Clallam 16 Jul 2000 furnished an extremely rare summer record (ph. DP). The Red-shouldered Hawk at Naselle, Pacific 21 May 2001 was rejected by the Washington B.R.C. An Ovenbird was found dead in Seattle 17 Jun 2001 providing Washington's 17th record (*Univ. Puget Sound Slater Museum, DP).
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The Winter Season, 2001-2002

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, Ray Korpi and Bi11 Tweit
This winter was perhaps even more extraordinary than the fall that preceded it. Rarities abounded, including two first Washington records. Perhaps more noteworthy, however, was the impressive array of lingerers and irruptions. Four non-vagrant species had first or second winter records and 16 species of warblers were found this winter, better than some autumn seasons. Irruptive species formed a remarkably diverse group, including Emperor Goose, Barn Swallow, and Common Redpoll. Also, many kudos to the observers who put in time researching and documenting subspecific identification, tallying sparrow reports, or otherwise going beyond the call of duty. This Region is truly seeing a boom in observer effort and knowledge. The weather this winter was generally warmer and wetter than normal through January, but became cool and dry in February

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Pt. No Pt., Kitsap), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside- and "westside" refer to locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH RAILS
Seven Yellow-billed Loons this winter was above recent norms. Two Clark's Grebes represented a paltry winter total, with singles at Bay Center, Pacific 18-20 Jan (SM, DD, TP) and Coquille, Coos 18 Feb (TR). A Northern Fulmar inside Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 24 Feb was as close to being inland as this species ever comes (J. Sullivan). Eight American White Pelicans at Sauvie I. 1 Dec provided the only westside record this winter (J. Pendleton) 
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Brown Pelicans are very rare during winter, so 6 at Coos Bay 16 Dec (TR) and 2 near Florence 17-20 Dec (V. Arnold, D. Farrar) were noteworthy; much rarer was one in the interior westside at Jackson Bottom, Washington 6 Dec (S. Pinnock). Single Great Egrets were at Orondo, Douglas 25-26 Dec (DB), Richland, Benton 29 Dec (M. Lilga), and WW R D. 5-12 Jan (MD); they are very rare during winter in e. Washington. Five Cattle Egrets in Washington and one in Oregon survived into winter, with the latest at Burbank, Walla Walla 21 Jan (D. Bagley). One of the winter's many excitements was an invasion of Emperor Geese, the largest since 1989-90: 4 at Coos Bay 5 Jan (TR); 3, Florence, Lane 4 Jan (D. Pettey); 3, Dungeness Spit, Clallam 17 Dec (EH, J. Acker); and singles at Yaquina Head, Lincoln 24-28 Dec (T. Morse), Bandon, Coos 26 Dec (TR), Ridgefield throughout period (WC), and near Bruceport, Pacific 18 Jan to 20 Feb (vt. SM, DD, TP). "Stumpy," the Port Angeles Emperor, remained for its 3rd winter (AS). Not annual in the Region, a Blue Goose was on Fir I., Skagit 22 Dec (†E. Level). Ross's Geese numbers continue to increase, with 5 in w Oregon and 4 in Washington. Rare away from saltwater, Black Brant were at F.R.R. 1 & 27 Jan (S. Maulding, J. Sullivan) and Ridgefield 26 Dec & 24-28 Feb (DF, EA, S. McFall). A concentration of 900 Trumpeter Swans at Mt. Vernon, Skagit 13 Jan provided evidence of continued population growth (TA) A drake Falcated Duck on the Samish Flats, Skagit 21 Feb into Mar provided Washington's, and the Region's, 3rd record (†TA, S. Gerstle, vt. S. Pink). Previous records include a bird shot in Pacific 3 Jan 1979 and a male near Sequim, Clallam 3 Jul 1993 (Washington Birds 3: 19 and 7: 11). Notably, the Samish Flats has harbored the Region's largest concentrations of Eurasian Wigeon, with a record-shattering 160 found there 1 Mar (RTS). Also present on 22 Feb were 4 Common Teal and 2 Common x Green-winged Teal (PtS, RS)! On the eastside, 11 Eurasian Wigeon constituted an above-average winter tally. Six Common Teal were reported in addition to those seen at the Samish Flats, with a maximum of 3 at Creswell, Lane 6 Jan (DDW); at least 4 hybrid teal were also reported. A tally of 1,500 Ring-necked Ducks at Jackson Bottom, Washington 12 Dec may be the highest ever for the Region (HN) Westside Tufted Ducks included singles at Astoria, Clatsop 2 Jan (TT) and Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 15-20 Feb (P. Hicks, †B. Fischer), representing an average winter. Very rare for e. Oregon, however, was a Tufted at Redmond, Deschutes 6 Feb (KO). The only eastside Surf Scoter was one at E. Wenatchee, Douglas 8 Dec (DB), while the only eastside Long-tailed Ducks were near Vantage, Kittitas, where 4 were found on 9 Jan, increasing to 8 by 18 Feb (S. Downes, S. Ray). Scoter numbers were up on the Oregon coast, with maxima of 20,000 Surf at Seaside, Clatsop 23 Dec (MP), 15,000 White-wingeds in n. Lane 17 Dec (PP), and 300 Blacks at Seaside 23 Dec (MP). A Com. Goldeneye x Bufflehead at Wenatchee, Chelan 2 Dec-22 Jan was a surprise (†DB). Ospreys are very rare during winter in Washington, so one at Longview, Cowlitz 19 Jan was noteworthy (L. & J. Goodhew). A careful survey of Lewis and Thurston counties revealed 35 White-tailed Kites 21 Jan furnishing further evidence of the increase in the Region (R. Orness). Now annual in w. Washington, a Red-shouldered Hawk was at Ridgefield 18-26 Feb (K. Knittle), while the ad. at Brady, Grays Harbor was last seen 5 Dec (TA). Fleischer found 129 Red-tailed Hawks in Linn on 17 Feb, a remarkable number. Ferruginous Hawk numbers were up everywhere. In e. Oregon, where 2 per winter is the norm, at least 7 were reported. In e. Washington, where not annual during winter, one was near Prosser, Benton 9 Feb (AS, ES), and another was near Hanford, Benton 26 Jan (PB). In w. Oregon, where not annual during any season, one was near Rickreall, Polk 9 Jan—Feb (JF) and one was at Agate L., Jackson 12 Feb (J. Linch). Fleischer found 110 American Kestrels in Linn 17 Feb. A Prairie Merlin (F. c. richardsoni) near Sequim, Clallam 19 Dec was well described (†TA); this race may be annual in Washington. A count of 9 eastside and 7 westside Gyrfalcons was well above the norm. Similarly, 12 westside Prairie Falcons was better than average. A Sora near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum 14 Jan provided a very rare winter record (K. Stewart).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Pacific Golden-Plovers are not annual during winter, so one at Tangent, Linn 23 Dec-1 Jan was noteworthy (T. Snetsinger). An American Avocet at Coos Bay throughout the period furnished a very rare westside winter record (TR). Lesser Yellowlegs now winter annually in Oregon, but this winter's 6 was extraordinary. A Spotted Sandpiper was near Pasco, Franklin 3 Jan, likely last winter's bird returning (L. Ness). Marbled Godwit numbers remained exceptional this winter. Rare away from the outer coast, 30 were at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 17 Dec (EH, J. Acker), and one was at Blaine, Whatcom 23-28 Feb (J. Kintner). On the outer coast, a Regional record 950 were tallied at Tokeland, Pacific 18 Jan (SM, DD, TP). Bar-tailed Godwits were finally recorded during winter, and not just in Washington, but in Oregon as well, with an overwintering juv. at Tokeland (m. ob.) and a bird lingering at Coos Bay to 7 Dec (TR, DL, KC). Eighteen Least Sandpipers, rare during winter on the eastside, were at Othello 2 Feb (BF), and another was at Y.R.D. 24 Dec-3 Jan (BL). A nominate Rock Sandpiper was at O.S. 13 Feb, likely last winter's bird returning (†BW). For the 4th consecutive winter, Dunlin were found at multiple locations in e Washington, with high counts of 160 at Scootney Res., Adams 24 Feb (RH) and 85 at W.W.R.D. 5 Jan (MD, MLD); Dunlin were formerly considered very rare during winter on the eastside. A Red Phalarope at Long Beach, Pacific 3 Jan provided a very rare winter record (MD, MLD). Franklin's Gulls were near Auburn, King 3 Dec (MB) and Brady, Grays Harbor 5 Dec (TA); there are only 6 previous winter Washington records. The Lesser Black-backed Gull returned for the 3rd consecutive winter to Walla Walla 6 Dec-8 Feb (MD), it made a brief excursion to Richland, Benton 11 Jan (BW, NL, RF, PB) and still represents Washington's only record. Only 14 Glaucous Gulls were reported, well below the long-term average. Single Black-legged Kittiwakes were at John Day Dam 1 Dec (D. Bailey) and W.W.R.D. 13-14 Jan (K. Turley, MD, MLD), there are fewer than 10 records for e Washington. Kittiwakes are rare from Port Angeles east, so 2 at Sequim Bay, Clallam 24 Feb were noteworthy (G. Kridler). After a 12-year wait, Washington's 9th Thick-billed Murre was found about 48 km off Westport 17 Feb (†EH, †PB, †SM). All but one of the previous records lies between 6 Dec and 19 Feb, with the outlier falling on 22 Sep. Oregon's 5th Eurasian Collared-Dove was at Joseph, Wallowa throughout the winter (F Conley, †PaS). Fourteen Snowy Owls were reported, roughly average for a non-invasion winter. A grand total 8 Burrowing Owls in w Oregon was about three times the norm In e Washington, 2-3 Burrowing Owls per winter is normal, but a survey of Grant and Adams in mid-Dec revealed 19 (C. Conway)! Birders only reported 3-4, so perhaps such numbers are typical. Single Great Gray Owls, very rare on the westside, were on Samish I., Skagit throughout the period (D. Thompson) and at Olympia 13 Dec (D. Logan). Anna's Hummingbirds are becoming almost annual on the eastside. This season, one wintered at Kennewick, Benton (R. & N. Gregory), a pair wintered at Bend, Deschutes (DT), one was near Yakima 28 Dec-30 Jan (DG), and
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another was in Yakima 10 Dec-10 Feb (DG). Unprecedented, 4 Anna's were found in Clallam, likely evidence of continuing range expansion (fide BN). A male Costa's Hummingbird was at Beaverton, Washington 14 Dec—Feb (B. Tollborn); there are now about 10 winter records for Oregon. A female Selasphorus hummingbird at Brookings, Curry 15 Dec was felt to be a Rufous (DM), while a male at Astoria, Clatsop 23 Dec was more definitively so (B. Barnett); Rufous Hummingbirds are very rare during Dec—Jan in Oregon. Four Allen's Hummingbirds at New River, Curry 9 Feb were a couple weeks early (TR). Lewis's Woodpeckers were unusually numerous in the Willamette Valley, with a maximum of 7 at F.R.R. 7 Dec (DDW). A Williamson's Sapsucker at Odell L. 9 Dec provided a rare Klamath winter record (B. Newhouse), but 2 near LaGrande, Union 23 Dec and one at Trout L, Klickitat 28 Dec (fide R. Rogers) were in ne. Oregon and se. Washington, where extremely rare during winter (TB). Washington's 3rd Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at Kent, King 30 Dec-5 Jan (†D. Swayne, †TA, vt. CW); The first two records spanned mid-Dec-mid-Feb. Two more Yellow-bellieds in Oregon added to that state's 15 records: one at Bay City 15 Dec-26 Jan (D. Lusthoff, B. Wong, J. Taylor) and another at Adrian, Malheur 17 Feb (TS). Eastern Washington, typically bereft of sapsuckers during winter's chill, was awash in Sphyrapicus, including 8 pure Red-breasteds and 2 apparent Red-breasted x Red-naped hybrids; most were recorded in Feb.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WAXWINGS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Washington's 4th Black Phoebe overwintered near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum, having apparently been present since Oct (m. ob.); two of the three previous records were also during winter. Say's Phoebes are normally quite rare in e. Washington during winter until mid-Feb, when spring migrants return. This winter, 5 were found during Dec, and one was at Chelan Falls 4 Jan (DB). Seven Say's Phoebes in w. Oregon was a bit better than usual. Oregon's 2nd Cassin's Kingbird survived at Canby to 19 Dec (DVB). Mid-winter Loggerhead Shrikes are rare in e. Washington, so 2 wintering at FEALE (BL, NL), plus singles wintering at Columbia N.W.R, Grant (RH) and lower Crab Creek, Grant (BF), were noteworthy. Northern Shrikes were virtually absent from the westside (m. ob.), whereas numbers seemed near normal e. of the Cascades (NL). The Region's only Blue Jays were singles at Irrigon, Morrow 31 Jan (MD), Spokane throughout period (JA), and near Sunnyside, Yakima 1 Dec-5 Jan (K. Turley). A Western Scrub-Jay at Chelan 13 Jan was well away from any known breeding area (DB). Even more so was a bird at Chief Timothy S.R, Asotin 17-28 Feb (C. Swift, †D. Johnson, ph. RS) which proved to be either woodhouseii or nevadae, neither of which has been recorded in Washington previously. For a brief but useful discussion of Western Scrub-Jay races, see Western Birds 32: 186-187. The long-staying Black-billed Magpie, very rare in w. Oregon, survived the winter in Monmouth, Polk (B. Tice). Other swallows were not present in extraordinary numbers. A Jan report of 5 Tree Swallows from w. Oregon was a bit better than average, though a concentration of 20 at Port Orford, Curry 13 Jan was noteworthy (TR). Also, a Rough-winged Swallow at the Winchuck R., Curry 2 Feb (J. & L. Goodhew) and 2 Cliff Swallows at Ridgefield (DF) provided very rare mid-winter records.

SA Barn Swallows irrupted into the Region this winter. Strange words these, especially during a winter with a redpoll invasion. In December, 2 Barn Swallows were found. These alone would have been noteworthy. But in early Ian, more appeared, and by mid-January, Barn Swallow reports were widespread on the westside. By the end of the month, 47 had been found in Oregon and 62 in Washington. During February, 11 more were found in Oregon and 29 in Washington. For perspective note that only 26, Barn Swallows had been found in Washington during the previous eight winters (and notably, these were scattered throughout the winter, not concentrated in December as one might expect). Few of this winter's Barn Swallows lingered at any one spot, but impressively, a number survived early February's snow and hail. Maxima from this winter include 15 Spencer I., Snohomish 13 Jan (DP), 13, Skagit W.M.A. 13 Feb (TA), 10, Deep R., Wahkiakum 19 Jan (DD, SM, TP), and 10, Port Orford, Curry 13 Jan (TR). Barn Swallows also invaded n. California, where numbers first appeared in late December and early January, but few were found before then (S. Glover, pers. comm.'). "Where from?" and "why?" are questions that spring to mind. Barn Swallows are very rare during winter even as far south as San Diego and Orange, California (Unitt 1984, Hamilton and Willick 1996). The sudden appearance in mid-winter argues against these birds being holdovers from fall, an argument strengthened by Barn Swallows' appearance a week or two prior in n. California. Many Pacific Northwest storms originate from the south, but such a weather system would have had to, in theory, start in Mexico. Still, a weather anomaly seems the most likely cause.

A White-breasted Nuthatch was at Woodland, Cowlitz 31 Jan (TA); they are vagrants in w. Washington away from Clark and Skamania. Bewick's Wrens at Troy, Wallowa through the winter (F. Conley) and at Northrup Canyon, Grant, WA 11-12 Jan (MD, MLD) were well away from their usual haunts. Western Bluebirds were more numerous in w. Oregon than normal this winter (HN), and 9 near Erna, Grays Harbor 5 Dec provided a very rare winter record for w. Washington (TA). Only 2 Mountain Bluebirds were found on the westside this winter: Ebey's Prairie, Island 15 Dec (fide B. Merrick) and near Burlington, Skagit 17 Feb (P. Kline, KK). Eight Northern Mockingbirds in Oregon and 4 in Washington was well above average. A Sage Thrasher along Crab Creek Rd., Grant 6 Feb provided Washington's first winter record in at least nine years (BF). Rare for the westside, a Bohemian Waxwing was at Mud Bay, Thurston 24 Dec (K. McAllister).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
Single Tennessee Warblers were in Eugene, Lane 12-14 Dec (†DI) and Astoria, Clatsop 16 Dec (†MP); there are only about seven previous Oregon winter records. Nashville Warblers are very rare during winter, but 3 were found this winter: Eugene 8-30 Dec (DI), Siletz Bay, Lincoln 2 Feb (B. Tice), and Eugene 22 Jan-Feb (†M. Rudolph, †DI); notably, the latter bird was likely V. r. ruficapilla. A Yellow Warbler, extremely rare during winter, was at Central Point, Jackson 9 Feb (N. Barrett) Washington's 7th Black-throated Blue Warbler was at Vancouver, Clark 7-14 Dec (ph. T. Weideman); four of the previous six records were Nov-Mar. A Black-throated Green Warbler at Eugene 7-14 Dec furnished the Region's first winter record and only about the 9th overall (†DI). A Hermit Warbler, not annual during winter, was at Eugene 15 Jan (†DI); even rarer, a Hermit x Townsend's Warbler was there 8-14 Jan (†DI) Washington's first, and the Regions 4th, Yellow-throated Warbler (albilora) was at Twisp, Okanogan 8 Dec-23 Jan (D. Dunn, R Murray, vt. SM); it likely succumbed to the attentions of a Sharp-shinned Hawk. Eleven 
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Palm Warblers at Cape Blanco, Curry 29 Dec provided an extraordinary winter count (TJW) A Black-and-white Warbler, extremely rare during winter, was found dead in Portland 4 Dec (S. Hagen). Oregon's 2nd winter record of MacGillivray's Warbler came from Eugene 29-30 Dec (N. Bjorklund, M. Makarushka). A Common Yellowthroat at Wenatchee, Chelan 1 Dec provided e. Washington's first winter record (DB). Another was at Everett 10 Jan (SM), though almost annual recently, yellowthroats are very rare during winter in w. Washington. Four Wilson's Warblers added to Washington's previous 12 winter records, and 3 Wilson's were also in Oregon. Yellow-breasted Chats were Ashland, Jackson 7 Dec (S. Kies) and Florence, Lane 27 Dec-28 Jan (P. Shore, D Pettey); there are only 3 previous Oregon winter records. A Scarlet Tanager at Brookings, Curry 7-8 Dec was Oregon's 5th, the first during winter (DM) Western Tanagers at Blaine, Whatcom 30 Jan (J. Kintner), Tacoma 15-17 Feb (ph. L.A. Rose), and Tacoma 2 Feb (ph. D. Adams) added to Washington's five previous winter records, while one at Florence, Lane 17 Dec added to only three previous Oregon winter records (H. & D. Lown). Rare in w. Oregon, 2 American Tree Sparrows wintered at Baskett Slough, Polk (S. Maulding), and one was at Wilson St. Wildlife Area 2 Dec (S. Burgett); a tally of 100 near Enterprise, Wallowa 10-28 Feb provided an excellent count for e. Oregon (P. Barnardi). Surprisingly, only one was found in w Washington: near Sequim, Clallam 26 Jan (BTw, SM). Chipping Sparrows are barely annual during winter in w. Oregon, so tallies of 10 near Amity, Yamhill late Jan—Feb (C. Karlen, RG) and 7 near Independence, Polk 22 Dec-5 Jan (RG) were impressive; singles near Corvallis, Benton 1 Dec (M. Cutler) and at Corvallis 2 Jan (HH) were also noteworthy. A Chipping near Lyle, Klickitat 1 Dec provided Washington's 8th winter record (RTS, MDo). Clay-colored Sparrows, now annual during winter, were at Woodland, Cowlitz through 22 Jan (BTw, ph. RS), Bandon, Coos 4 Jan (TR), and near Albany 15-17 Jan (M. Nikas, TB). A Vesper Sparrow, extremely rare during winter on the eastside, was near Pendleton, Umatilla 5 Jan (CC, JC). On the westside, where very rare in winter, single Vesper Sparrows were at N.S.C.B. 16 Dec (TR), Bandon, Coos 3 Jan (B. Fawver, J. Thomas), and Luckiamute Landing, Polk 9 Feb (RG). A Lark Sparrow, rare away from sw. Oregon during winter, was at Salem, Marion 20 Dec (RG). A Black-throated Sparrow at Brookings, Curry 24 Jan was extraordinary (DM, K. Goldwater); this species is very rare at any time on the westside, and there is only one previous Regional record after Sep—a bird in Whatcom during the winter of 1987-1988. As many as 4 Sage Sparrows wintered at FEALE, Benton, providing Washington with its first Dec and Jan records (BL, NL). A Grasshopper Sparrow at White City, Jackson 15 Dec provided the Region's 5th winter record. Very rare during winter in e. Washington, lone Savannah Sparrows were at Kennewick, Benton 29 Dec (DR) and Columbia N.W.R., Grant 19 Jan (BF). The status of Fox Sparrow races is still being worked out in the Region. Members of the Slate-colored group were at Richland, Benton 28 Dec—Feb (RF, BL, NL, BW), Everett 10 Jan (vt. SM), Blynn, Clallam 26 Jan (BTw, SM), and Edmonds, Snohomish 17 Feb (†DD); this taxon appears to be an uncommon migrant and very rare winterer in se. Washington and apparently a very rare migrant and winterer in the w. Washington lowlands, making this winter's sightings even more noteworthy. Well-documented Red Fox Sparrows were at Canby, Clackamas 17 Jan (†D. van den Brock, †I. Thomlinson) and Skinner's Butte, Lane 27 Feb (†DI); this taxon seems to be rare but annual in Oregon and very rare in Washington. Swamp Sparrow numbers remained low, with 5 in w. Washington and about 8 in Oregon; however, one at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 1 Jan provided an extremely rare eastside winter record (CC, JC). Irons undertook the arduous task of tallying Oregon's winter White-throated Sparrows, with a final count of 176, about 90% of which were on the westside; Irons notes that this number reflects a decade-plus-long trend of increasing numbers. The Oregon maximum was 15 at Millacoma Marsh, Coos throughout the period (TR), and the Washington maximum was a state record 9 near Monroe, Snohomish 1 Jan (SM, DD). Geier likewise counted Oregon's Harris's Sparrows, normally not a difficult task, and arrived at 23 on the eastside and 15 on the westside, with a maximum of 5 at Vale, Malheur in early Feb (E. Marple); this total is two to three times normal. In Washington, 13 eastside and 3 westside Harris's was also above normal. A pugetensis White-crowned Sparrow was at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 24 Jan (SM, MD, NL, TA); this race is probably very rare in far e. Washington. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak near the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 20 Dec provided Washington's 2nd winter record (ph. B. Davies), while singles at Medford, Jackson 31 Dec (N. Barrett) and Seaside, Clatsop 10 Jan (S. Warner, MP) added to about four previous Oregon winter records. A Black-headed Grosbeak at Boring, Clackamas was almost as rare (D. Bradshaw). An ad. male Painted Bunting in Seattle 10 Feb into Mar was the first for Washington (L. Hotaling, V.B. Brede, R. Lawson, ph. KA, †C. Kahle), and debate regarding its origins will likely provide excellent entertainment at the next W.B.R.C. meet ing; Oregon has five records, two of which were ad. males, and one of which was from winter. Dickcissels at White City, Jackson 1 Dec (J. Hostick) and Malheur 9 Dec (DE) added to nine previous Oregon records, only two of which were during winter. Four Tricolored Blackbirds at Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark 2-20 Feb provided w Washington's 2nd record (vt. SM, DD, RTS) Rusty Blackbirds, rare but regular in Washington, included 2 at Othello, Adams 2 Dec (BF) and one at W.W.R.D. 12 Dec (PtS, RS). Three Yellow-headed Blackbirds near Astoria, Clatsop 9-18 Feb provided a rare record for the outer coast (MP, TT) Five Great-tailed Grackles were at Ontario, Malheur 26 Dec (F. & M. Zeillemaker), with 4 remaining through 16 Feb (D. Heyerly, A. Esche) Two Orchard Orioles at Brookings, Curry 15 Dec—Feb added to only about six previous Oregon records, one of which comes from Brookings during winter (DM). Bullock's Orioles are very rare during winter, so one at Seaside, Clatsop 23 Dec-10 Jan was noteworthy (S. Warner). A Brambling at Burns, Harney 30 Dec—Feb added to eight previous Oregon records (J. Green, L. Hammond), while one at Bridgeport, Douglas 23 Dec added to 13 prior Washington records (†MD, MLD) A Purple Finch in N. Richland, Benton 26 Jan made for a rare record for far e. Washington (C. Simonen), while a Cassin's Finch near Eugene, Lane 30 Dec provided a very rare low land westside record (DI, T. Love). Pine Grosbeaks were unusually evident in Washington, with maxima of 55 near Winthrop, Okanogan 22 Dec (ST, SM, MB, RTS) and 51 at Cle Elum, Kittitas 26 Jan (A. Grenon, MDo); up to 4 were at Skagit W.M.A. 15 Dec—Feb (A. Knue, MDo), providing a very rare lowland westside record. Twenty-five White-winged Crossbills at Mt. Spokane during Jan constituted the season's lone report (M. Vial, R. Dexter). A flock of 100+ Lesser Goldfinches between Dallesport and Maryhill, Klickitat, 31 Dec set a new Washington record and provided evidence for continued growth of Washington's still relatively local population (BTw).

Addendum
A Red-necked Stint at Siltcoos Beach, Lane 6 Sep 2001 added to six previous Oregon records, all of which were Jun—Aug (†D. Pettey). A Rose-breasted
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SA - Redpolls irrupted in a fashion not seen in over a decade. More than 7,100 Commons were reported Region wide, including 800+ in w. Washington and over 350 in Oregon. On the eastside, greater than 90%, were n. of 47º 00´ N. and on the westside, over 95% were from Seattle north, with virtually none w. of the Puget Sound. Western Oregon records included 8 at Portland throughout the winter (TS), while in e. Oregon the most southerly stands involved a single bird at Chiloquin, Klamath 1 Dec (W. Stone) and 15 at Malheur 14 Jan-Feb CM, MM). Numbers peaked in late Dee and were sustained into mid-Feb on the westside and through Feb in the east. Maxima included 2,000, near Blue L., Grant in mid-Feb (D. Kuehn) and 1,300 near Usk, Pend Oreille 24 Feb M. Moskwik). Hoary Redpolls were also widely reported, with 6 convincingly documented: Cle Elum, Kittitas in early Jan (ph. C. Thoreen), Ellensburg, Kittitas 3 Jan (†S. Downes), Electric City, Grant 5-20 Jan (ph RS, †PtS), Wenatchee, Chelan 19 Jan (†DB); Davenport, Lincoln 27 Jan (†AS, DG), and Elk, Spokane 26-27 Jan (†M. Moskwik). There are only approximately 13 prior Washington records.

Grosbeak from Sammamish, King 8-9 Jun 2001 was inadvertently left off of last summer's tally (ph. M Dossett).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Eric Anderson, Tom Aversa, Phil Bartley, David Beaudette, Trent Bray, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Michael Donahue (MDo), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Duncan Evered, Ruth Fischer, Bob Flores, Dan Friesz, Roy Gerig, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, David Irons, Kraig Kemper, Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Marilyn Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Kimdel Owen, Michael Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Ted Peterson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tint Rodenkirk, Russell Rogers (WA), Ryan T. Shaw (RTS), Tim Shelmerdine, Dan Stephens (Chelan), Andy Stepniewski, Ellen Stepniewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Paul Sullivan (PaS), Ruth Sullivan, Sam Terry, Todd Thornton, Greg Toffic, David Tracy, Bill Tweit (BTw), D. van den Broek (DVB), Terry J. Wahl, Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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Spring Migration, 2002

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, Gerard Lillie and Bill Tweit
This spring again provided an amazing spectrum of rarities, but excluding holdovers from winter, spring 2002 didn't quite match spring 2001. Perhaps the most interesting event was an influx of shorebirds that normally pass east of the Region during spring, including Hudsonian Godwit, Baird's Sandpiper, and Pectoral Sandpiper. Interestingly, American Golden-Plovers, which one might expect to share in such an incursion, were not present in unusual numbers. Possibly these shorebirds arrived here due to drought farther east, but the Pacific Northwest did not have a repeat of last year's drought-related irruptions of American White Pelican, White-faced Ibis, and other species. And on a happy note, several species continue to expand their range/numbers in the Region, including Manx Shearwater, Black-necked Stilt, Anna's Hummingbird, Black Phoebe, and Bewick's Wren. The weather was cold throughout the Region for virtually the entire spring. March was dry on the eastside and normal on the westside, but this arid tendency strengthened throughout the spring, so that only the denizens of nw. Washington were still receiving normal rainfall in May. Possibly due to these chilly conditions, both the arrival and departure of spring passerine migrants seemed delayed by one to two weeks.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" denote locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS
Peak loon counts from Boiler Bay, Lincoln included 7,500 Red-throateds on 4 Apr and 80,000 Pacifics on 25 Apr (PP). In Washington, 30,000 Pacifics flew past Westport in one hour on 27 Apr (BTw). Pacifics at W.W.R.D. 19 May (MD, MLD), Richland, Benton 24 May (BW), and Vantage, Kittitas 30 May (TA) were exceptionally late for the eastside. A tally of 209 Common Loons at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 21 Apr was remarkable for an inland site Representing an average spring, 4 Yellow-billed Loons were found, with singles at Anacortes, Skagit 1-22 Mar (m. ob.), Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 1-27 Mar (C. Philo), Florence, Lane 1 Mar-5 Apr (D. Pettey), and Boiler Bay 30 Apr (PP). Five pelagic trips took place this spring three out of Westport during Apr—May and one out of Newport in both Mar and Apr Laysan Albatrosses were again found this spring, with 3 off Newport 21 May (GG) Northern Fulmar numbers dropped quickly from their high winter totals, averaging 15 per trip. Pink-footed Shearwaters were extremely scarce at only 12 per trip. Very rare during spring, and about six weeks early, was a Flesh-footed Shearwater at Perpetua Bank 23 Mar (GG). Sooty Shearwater abundance may be returning to its long-term average, as over 2,000 per trip were recorded. Manx Shearwaters were reported for the 3rd consecutive spring. Two were about 3 km off Westport 18 May (†BTw, RTS), and 3 were seen from Boiler Bay 25 Apr (PP); additionally, singles were seen sporadically from Boiler Bay 1 Apr-7 May (PP) Totally unexpected was Washington's 2nd Brown Booby, which landed on a boat in the Puget Sound and hitched a ride into port at Tacoma 18 May (†J. McMillan); though there are records from every month in the sw. U.S., most have been Jul—Oct, and the two previous Regional records were from Oct. Rare on the westside, 4 American White Pelicans were at F.R.R. 26 Apr (DDW), and 2 were there 12 May (R. Robb). Brown Pelicans returned early this year, with one at Yaquina Head, Lincoln 3 Apr being the first (E. Horvath). Now annual in Washington, single Snowy Egrets were at Edmonds, Snohomish 20-22 May (†TP) and Corfu, Grant 20-25 May (RH, ph. SR, †BTw) This spring's Cattle Egret was at Burbank, Walla Walla 5 May (D. Bagley). Two Green Herons at Easton, Kittitas 2 May were on the eastside, where barely annual (TA). Despite the irruptions of the last couple years, White-faced Ibis are still rare in Washington and w. Oregon, so 8 at W.W.R.D. 19 May (MD, MLD), 5 at W Richland, Benton 6-8 May (M. Crowder), and 4 at Baskett Slough, Polk 24 Apr (BT) were noteworthy. Two Emperor Geese remained from the winter's influx, with singles at Coos Bay to 5 Apr (TR) and at Nestucca N.W.R., Tillamook 19 Mar (RH); additionally, the long-staying 
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Emperor at Port Angeles, Clallam survived another spring (B. Boekelheide). Five blue-morph Snow Geese were at Malheur 24 Mar (SS) and one at Whitcomb L, Benton 10 Mar (KK); they are rare in the Region. Ross's Goose numbers were about average for the last decade, with nine records involving 14 birds from Washington and 3 singles in w. Oregon, all from 2 Mar-4 May. Rare away from saltwater was a Black Brant at Finley N.W.R. 20 Apr (HH). Very rare in sw. Oregon were 2 Trumpeter Swans at Coquille, Coos 8 Mar (TR). A Bewick's Swan, the first in Washington since at least 1990, was nicely described from Dodson Rd., Grant 1 Apr (†E. Kane), and another (or the same?) was near Antone, Wheeler 10 Mar, providing the first Oregon record in several years (†CC, JC, D. Lusthoff, D. Anderson). Washington's 3rd Falcated Duck, found in Feb, remained at the Samish Flats, Skagit until 26 Mar (BF, †BTw). Seventeen eastside Eurasian Wigeon was well above normal but below the impressive totals from 2000 and 2001; one at Richland, Benton 22 May was the latest ever for e. Washington (NL, BW, RF). Reported annually in the Region, male Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal were at Dry L, Chelan 25 Apr (DB) and Spencer I., Snohomish 1 May (TP). Common Teal were again widely reported, with 8 found on the westside, 1 Mar-20 Apr. One hybrid Common x Green-winged Teal was also noted (GG) Two Long-tailed Ducks were at Hood R. 26 Apr (D. Roll), plus singles were at Clarkston, Asotin 24 Mar (DB), Upper Klamath L. 28 Apr (T. Janzen, S. Russell), and Nile L., Stevens 11 May (S. Ellis); this species is very rare on the eastside during spring and casual after mid-Apr. A White-tailed Kite was at Hines, Harney 10 Apr (L. Bardeen); in addition to increasing numbers on the westside, this species is now almost annual in se. Oregon. A dark-morph Broad-winged Hawk was at Phileo L, Spokane 1 Apr (†MMo); Washington has only four previous records of northbound Broad-wingeds spanning 11 Apr-4 Jun. A Ferruginous Hawk, very rare on the westside, was at Sauvie I. 21 Mar (HN). Four Gyrfalcons this spring was about average, with singles near Snohomish 12 Mar (S. Pink), near Grand Mound, Thurston 17 Mar (BTw, R. Orness), near Burlington, Skagit 5 Apr (RH), and a reported white morph at Astoria, Clatsop 22 Apr (MP). Given the late date and the extreme rarity of white morphs in the Region, one must seriously consider the possibility of an escapee. Westside Prairie Falcons included 2 in Linn 18 Mar (J. Fleischer) and a late bird at F.R.R. 20 Apr (A. Prigge)

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS Pacific Golden-Plovers this spring included singles at Westport 5 May (T. Bock) and N.S.C.B. 15 May (TR), while the only American Golden-Plover was at N.S.C.B. 15 May (TR), and an unidentified golden-plover was at Seattle 15 May (R. Orness); this represents a below-average spring for both species. A Snowy Plover at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 25-26 May (DR, KK, MD) was only about the 6th for e. Washington and the first since 1993. The Black-necked Stilt population in e. Washington continues to explode, with a record count of 117 at Othello, Adams 30 May (SM). On the westside, numbers were again exceptional but not up to those from last year's irruption. In w. Oregon, 23 were found at eight+ locations 7 Apr-15 May. In w. Washington, 5 were at Ridgefield 25 Apr (KK) and one at Stanwood, Snohomish 27 Apr (DD, SM, CB). American Avocets returned to their only known w. Washington breeding location as of 27 Apr (J. Stephens), with 3 ads. and one nest present by mid-May (B. Merrick). Generally rare on the westside, other avocets included 2 at Bay Center, Pacific 8 May (TA), one at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 25-26 May (D. Hayden), Hammel Pond, Jackson 14 May (N. Barrett), and one at Coos Bay to 4 Mar (TR). Thirty Solitary Sandpipers, 21 Apr-17 May, was about average, with a maximum of 5 near Rock L., Whitman 11 May (JL, MD, MLD). Willets are very rare away from the outer coast and se. Oregon, so singles at Baskett Slough, Polk 26 Apr (N. Wander), Othello 26 May (SM, BF, CB), and Nisqually N.W.R. 26 May (S. Nord) were noteworthy. Lone Long-billed Curlews were near White City, Jackson 28 Apr (C. Brummit), Portland 2 May (J. Fitchen), and Sequim, Clallam 27 May (BN); they are rare on the westside away from the outer coast. Three Hudsonian Godwits this spring was an unprecedented number: one was at Texas L., Whitman 11 May (JL, KK, MD, ph. MLD), and 2 were at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 12 May (†C. Chappell), with one there 21 May (CW); there are only seven previous Regional records of northbound birds spanning 26 Apr-8 Jun. Four Semipalmated Sandpipers, 7-18 May, was typical for spring. The Region averages 34 Baird's Sandpipers per spring. This year, there were 24 from 29 Apr to 19 May, with top counts of 11 at Sprague, Lincoln 5 May (JA) and 6 at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln 9 May (JA). Pectoral Sandpipers, which usually occur at a rate of one to 2 per spring, staged an unprecedented invasion: at least 72 were found, mostly 3-20 May, with a record spring maximum of 30 at Sauvie I. 9 May (HN); additionally, 2 at Lamont, Whitman 13 Apr probably set a record-early date for the eastside (MD, MLD, P. Bartley). A male Ruff near White City, Jackson 11 Apr provided Oregon with its 7th spring record, most of which have been early Apr—early May (M. Moore, ph. J. Lividaise): A tally of 30 Wilson's Phalaropes at Baskett Slough, Polk was exceptional for the westside (R. Gerig); notably, several pairs nested at this location last summer. Long-tailed Jaegers at Clatsop Spit 15 May (TT) and off Westport 20 Apr and 18 May (BTw) furnished very rare spring records. As many as 14 Franklin's Gulls were found along the Oregon coast, mostly flying past Boiler Bay as pairs or singles, 21 Apr-25 May (PP, TT, R Cheek); until recently, Franklin's Gulls were very rare on the outer coast, but reports from there have been steadily increasing over the past five years. In e. Washington, where rare, 3 Franklin's were at Sprague L., Lincoln 12 May (IA). Little Gulls, barely annual during spring, were at Pt. No Pt., Kitsap 16-19 Mar (VN) and the Winchuck R. mouth, Curry 16 May (K. Goldwater). A Heermann's Gull at Edmonds, Snohomish 14 Apr was at least a month early (DD). Only 3 Glaucous Gulls were found this spring, including one that was a month late at Lincoln City 23 May (PP). An ad. Iceland Gull at Clarkston, Asotin 2-21 Mar was Washington's 9th (MD, MLD, KK, ph. SR); 4 of the previous records were 17 Mar-16 Apr. Hot in pursuit of the Iceland Gull, observers found Washington's 2nd Lesser Black-backed Gull at Clarkston 16-24 Mar (ph. BF, 1-DB) A tally of 9,000 Black-legged Kittiwakes flying past Boiler Bay 16 Mar provided a new Oregon record high count (PP). A Caspian Tern at Brookings, Curry 3 Mar was about three weeks early (DM). Western Washington's first nesting Black Terns were at Ridgefield last summer; 7 had returned there as of 19 May (JE, D. Friesz, ICK). They also returned to their traditional w. Oregon site at F.R.R. by 16 May (N. Stryker). Otherwise, it was a subpar spring for this species on the westside with 2 at Monroe, Snohomish 24 May (J. O'Connell) and one at Jackson Bottom 24 May (D. Manzer). Oregon's 5th Thick-billed Murre was at Boiler Bay 19 May (†W Hoffman); all prior Regional records were Aug—Feb. Thirteen Ancient Murrelets were off Newport 23 Mar (GG), and 2 were off Westport 20 Apr (BTw); they are irregular in spring. Cassin's Auklets averaged nearly 100 per trip; we hope these numbers indicate a population rebound. A previously unknown population of Mountain Quail was discovered on Rock
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Candy Mt., Thurston 9 May, when at least 10 birds were noted (RTS, CW); the only known established populations in w. Washington are on the westside of the Puget Sound, mostly in Kitsap, but there was a recent record of 2 ads. with young from Pierce. An apparent Eurasian Collared-Dove x Ringed Turtle-Dove hybrid was photographed at Othello, Adams 7 May (BF, RH); there is still only one record of Eurasian Collared-Dove from Washington. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was near Fields, Harney 26 May (TR); this species is nearly annual in se. Oregon, late May—mid-Jun. The last of the winter's Snowy Owls was rather far s. at Halsey, Linn 13 Mar (J. Fleischer). Three w. Oregon Burrowing Owls was above average: near Perrydale, Polk 2 Mar (D. Elliott), N. Medford, Jackson to 20 Mar (fide M. Moore), and at Baskett Slough, Polk to 24 Mar (M. Ratzlaff). Common Poorwills are very rare on the west-side n. of the s. Willamette Valley, so one at Salem 30 Apr was noteworthy (J. Hannum). A flock of 25 Vaux's Swifts at Falls City, Polk 21 Mar was about three weeks early (S. Burgett). A Black-chinned Hummingbird, very rare in w. Washington, was at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 17 Apr (WC); less unusual but still noteworthy was another Black-chinned in w. Oregon's Rogue R. valley at Eagle Pt. 20-21 May (H. Sands, M. Miller). Anna's Hummingbirds seem to be increasing in e. Washington. One was found during mid-Mar in Lyle, Klickitat, where this species is somewhat regular (DG), but a female with a nest far to the n. in Ephrata, Grant 14-15 Mar (BF) was unprecedented. Additionally, the Anna's that wintered in Kennewick, Benton lingered until 21 Mar (R. & N. Gregory). Washington's 3rd Costa's Hummingbird was at Redmond, King 18-24 May (M. Wile, ph. RS). In Oregon, 5 Costa's were spread throughout the period and the state, excluding the ne. quadrant—well above the one or 2 per spring average. Twelve Calliope Hummingbirds w. of the Cascades in Oregon was distinctly above average and included one about three weeks early at Eugene 29 Mar (L. Bloch). A Calliope was also at Mt Pleasant, Skamania 15-25 Apr (WC); they are not quite annual w. of the Cascades in Washington. Lewis's Woodpecker reports, rare on the westside n. of se. Oregon, included 4 near Perrydale, Polk 23 Mar (N. Wander) and one at Cottage Grove, Lane 20 May (H. Lown). Up to 3 Acorn Woodpeckers were found throughout the spring at their sole Washington site near Lyle, Klickitat (K. Kemper, WC, KK). Three westside Red-naped Sapsuckers 11-26 Apr was a normal number. A Red-breasted Sapsucker, very rare e. of the Cascades, was at Othello, Adams 27 Apr (BF).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WARBLERS
Five Least Flycatchers this spring was about twice normal, with singles at Wenatchee, Chelan 20 May (DB), Malheur 25 May (JG, TR), near Wenas, Yakima 25 May (m. ob.), Corfu, Grant 26 May (BF, SM, CB), and the Kalispell Indian Reservation, Pend Oreille 30 May (MMo). Six Gray Flycatchers at Detroit Flats, Marion 19 May likely provided a record westside high count (SD). Three were also at Detroit Flats 5 May (SD), and singles were at Rogue Valley Manor, Jackson 21 Apr (J. Kemper), Eugene 7 May (A. Prigge), and Portland 11-14 May (†JG); this species is rare in w. Oregon, with most records being late Apr—early May. Dusky Flycatchers are very rare in Washington w. of the Cascades, so one in Seattle 18 May was noteworthy (DP). Also unusual were 6 Dusky Flycatchers in the n. Willamette Valley 22 Apr-3 May. Black Phoebes at Grand I., Marion 17 Mar (F. Shock) and Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 21 May —Jun (J. Lundsten) were well n. of their usual range, perhaps evidence of further range extension. Say's Phoebes staged a major invasion onto the westside, with 23 in Oregon and 4 in Washington—fourfold greater than normal; most were in Mar, with the latest being 2 birds at N.S.C.B. 7 May (TR) and the maximum being 5 near Portland 24 Mar (P. Osburn). Ash-throated Flycatchers at Eugene 19 May—Jun (D. Wendt) and near Portland 22 May (I. Tomlinson, J. Fitchen) were n. of their breeding range in sw. Oregon; most such records are May—Jun. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Cape Blanco, Curry was about the 15th for Oregon; most records have been during May and Nov (TJW). Loggerhead Shrikes were at N.S.C.B. to 24 Mar (TR) and at Detroit Flats 6, 14, & 26 Apr (SD); the westside averages about 3 per spring. A Plumbeous Vireo at Portland 11-15 May provided a first westside record ((JG); another at Malheur 25 May was in se. Oregon, where reported annually during late May through early Jun (TR). The season's only Blue Jay lingered from winter to 18 Apr in Spokane (JA); the Region averages about 3 per spring. Washington's first woodhouseii/nevadae Western Scrub-Jay remained at Chief Timothy S.P., Asotin until at least 31 Mar (KK). Coastal Western Scrub-Jays continue their push northward as evidenced by one near Sequim, Clallam 6-7 Apr (S. Chickman, B. Lynette). A Mountain Chickadee at Corvallis, Benton 22 Apr was the only westside lowland report and rather late (J. Geier). An isolated population of White-breasted Nuthatches in s. Puget Sound has dwindled to nearly zero. One at Sumner, Pierce 8-16 Apr raises hopes of additional surviving individuals, though it could have been a vagrant from the interior (CW) Rare on the westside, Rock Wrens were at N.S.C.B. 18 May (R. Hoyer, TR) and Finley N.W.R. 26 May (R. Jameson). Wayward records of Bewick's Wrens included one near Fossil, Wheeler 10 Mar (D. Lusthoff) and 2 near Blueslide 26 May (MMo), which provided Pend Oreille's 2nd record. Washington's 8th Blue-gray Gnatcatcher built a nest and vigorously proclaimed its territory at Hardy Canyon, Yakima 25 May—Jun (B. McGarry, T Davis, ph. RS); all previous records were Sep—Jan, and the nearest breeding areas are over 400 km to the s. in s. Oregon. More modestly out of range was a Blue-gray at Page Springs, Harney 17 May (D. Pettey). A Western x Mountain Bluebird hybrid was nicely described from Conboy N.W.R., Klickitat 6 Apr (†DG); to our knowledge, this hybrid has not been previously found in the Region. The only westside Mountain Bluebirds were at Eugene 27 Mar (J. Turner) and near Sequim, Clallam 31 Mar (P. Wenger) A jaw-dropping 200,000 American Robins moved past a point near Union Gap, Yakima 15 Mar (D. Brown); the previous Washington record was of 40,000 during Feb 1998 in Yakima. Rare away from breeding areas, a Veery was at Malheur 17 May (M. Kleinbaum) and at Windust S.P., Franklin 18 May (MD, MLD), the latter was a county first. Seven Northern Mockingbirds in Oregon was a bit below normal, but 2 in Washington was fairly typical: Corfu, Grant 25 May (DB) and at Port Angeles, Clallam to 20 Mar (D. Manson). Six Sage Thrashers were found on the westside, where not annual, with singles at Detroit, Marion 14 Apr (SD), Marymoor Park, King 17 Apr (B Bell), Central Point, Jackson 24 Apr (DV), Monroe, Snohomish 24 Apr (J. O'Connell), Steigerwald L., Clark 25 Apr (WC), and Seattle 11-12 May (DP, S. MacKay). A Tennessee Warbler on the coast at Astoria, Clatsop 27 Apr was about three weeks early (L. Cain); also, though annual during spring in Oregon, most records are from se. Oregon A Northern Parula, now annual during May—Jun in Oregon, was near Fields, Harney 26 May (m. ob.). Adding to about 35 prior Oregon records was a Magnolia Warbler at Malheur 26 May (AC). A Black-throated Gray Warbler at FEALE, Benton 12 May was in far e Washington, where very rare (BL, NL, BW) A Hermit Warbler at Roseburg, Douglas 31 Mar was about a month early (DI). Palm Warblers are very rare during spring away from the outer coast, so singles at Toledo, Lincoln 2 Apr (C. Philo) and Monmouth, Polk 28 Apr (N Wander) were noteworthy. Single Black-and-white
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Warblers at the Wilson Wildlife Area, Benton 24 May (J. Geier) and Malheur 27 May (TR) furnished about half the usual May total. Single Ovenbirds at Lincoln City 27 May (PP) and Fields 28 May (CW) added to 40+ previous Oregon records but were the first since Jun 2000. A Northern Waterthrush was near McMinnville, Yamhill 24 May (P. Adamus); despite breeding locally in e. Oregon and widely in ne. Washington, this species is a very rare spring migrant on the westside. A Mourning Warbler at Fields 28 May was the 6th for Oregon (†CW); half of the Region's previous records were from late May—early Jun. A Wilson's Warbler near Snohomish 1 Mar was almost certainly a holdover from winter and provided Washington's first Mar record (S. Gerstle). A Yellow-breasted Chat at Olympia 28-29 May provided w. Washington's 26th record since 1970, most of which have been late May—late Jun (K. Brady).



SPARROWS THROUGH FINCHES
Though much increased as a fall migrant, northbound Clay-colored Sparrows remain very rare. One near Ellensburg, Kittitas 19 Apr provided the earliest such record for Washington (†CW), and another was at Brookings, Curry 3 May (†S. Chambers). A Clay-colored near Portland 30 Mar had likely wintered nearby (D. Mandell), while one near Spokane 26 May—Jun was at a traditional nesting location (JA). Brewer's Sparrows are extremely rare on the Oregon coast and very rare in the Willamette Valley, so singles at Eugene 30 Apr (A. Prigge, B. Hunter) and Flores L., Curry 4 May (DL, KC) were noteworthy A Lark Sparrow near Concrete, Skagit 19 May was only about the 7th for spring in w. Washington (†R. Robinson); others have been 26 Apr-28 May. A Sage Sparrow near Eugene 26 Mar was about the 15th for w. Oregon, most of which have been during early spring (A. Prigge, B. Hunter). A Lark Bunting along Dodson Rd., Grant 24 May was the 12th for Washington (†L. Anglin); six of the previous records were late May—mid-Jul. Very rare w. of the Cascades, a Slate-colored Fox Sparrow was at Joyce, Clallam 29 Apr (†BN). Only 3 spring Swamp Sparrows were noted, with singles at Ridgefield 2 Mar (SM), Clarkston, Asotin 2 Mar (KK, MD, MLD), and Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 8 Apr (W. Gross, J. Hurt). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were again present in well above-average numbers. Six were found during mid-to-late May in s. Oregon and one at Spokane 31 May (†JA, †MMo); more notably, singles at Cape Meares, Tillamook (M. Tweehnckx) and Seattle 2-4 Apr (R. Lawson, ph. RS) likely had wintered nearby. The Region averages 3-4 per spring, mostly during mid-to-late May. Indigo Buntings continue to be found in above-average numbers. In Washington, singles were at Yakima 18 May (V. Romera, ph. DG) and near Potholes Res., Grant 25-28 May (†S. Downes, M. Dossett, vt. SM, †DB), while in Oregon individuals were at Malheur 21-25 May (SS) and Page Springs, Harney 26 May (L. McQueen); Washington had 12 previous records and Oregon about 50. Washington's first Painted Bunting remained at Seattle to at least 3 Mar (B. Wilson, ph. RS). A Bobolink at Cochreham I., Skagit 18 May provided about the 3rd w. Washington spring record (†J. Douglass). Tricolored Blackbirds continue their advance. In Oregon, the male returned to Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 26 May (D. Manzer), and a new colony was found near Boardman, Morrow 24 Mar (Paul Sullivan). In Washington, 30+ were at the only established colony near Wilson Cr., Grant 12 Apr (JA, W. Hall), 2 were at Othello, Adams 22 Mar-7 Apr (BF, RH), and 30-40 were near Texas L., Whitman 31 May (vt. SM, BF, †BTw, RTS); the latter group was not near suitable nesting habitat and contained no juvs./imms., thus likely representing birds that had failed nesting elsewhere or were scouting for breeding areas. In any case, they were only about 60 km from Idaho! Rare on the outer coast, lone Yellow-headed Blackbirds were at Chinook, Pacific 13 Apr (MP) and O.S. 18 May (DP). Common Grackles staged a virtual irruption into the Region. Washington's 8th was at Yakima 9 Mar—Jun (ph. DG), while Oregon added to approximately 25 records, with 4 near Denio, Harney 26-27 May (TR) and one at Fields, Harney 14 May (R. Royer); May accounts for about half of the Region's previous records. Three of the Great-tailed Grackles that wintered at Ontario, Malheur remained through the spring (M.A. Kaplin, M. Jones), while another was at Fields 27 May (JG, G. Lillie), representing a fairly typical spring for this species. The Orchard Oriole pair that wintered at Brookings, Curry remained to 24 Mar (DM). A Hooded Oriole at Fields 17 Apr was in e. Oregon, where extremely rare (ph. BF). Baltimore Orioles near Denio 27 May (TR) and at Malheur 24 May (m. ob.) added to about 28 prior Oregon records. A Bullock's Oriole at Seaside, Clatsop 4 Mar provided an extremely rare Mar record (MP). A Hepburn's Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch at Rosario Head, Skagit 2 May provided a very rare westside lowland record (DP), while 2,500+ at Swakane Canyon, Chelan 16 Apr was a remarkable concentration for anywhere in the Region (DB). Two Cassin's Finches were at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania 19 Apr (WC); they are very rare w. of the Cascades. A Common Redpoll at Spokane 27 Mar was the last reported from this winter's invasion (JA), while 400+ in Whatcom 19 Mar was the highest westside tally for the irruption (P. DeBruyn). Furthermore, one at Yachats, Lincoln 11 Mar provided an extremely rare Oregon coast record (K. Houston).

ADDENDUM AND CORRIGENDUM
The following was accidentally deleted from last winter's column: In Washington, where very rare during winter, a Lesser Yellowlegs was near Bruceport, Pacific 18 Jan (TP, SM, DD) and at Othello, Adams 22 Feb (RH); the latter bird was about the 4th for e. Washington during winter. The Broad-tailed Hummingbird reported from Salem 1 May 2001 has been retracted by the observer.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Jim Acton, Tom Aversa (Washington), Casey Beachell, David Beaudette, Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Steve Dowlan, Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Ruth Fischer, Bob Flores, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, David Irons, Ken Knittle, Bill LaFramboise (lower Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, Joe Lipar, Matt Moskwik, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Pen.), Michael Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Ted Peterson, Phil Pickering, Scott Ray, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Ryan T. Shaw (RTS), Steve Shunk, Dan Stephens (Chelan), Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, Todd Thornton, Bill Tice, Greg Toffic, Bill Tweit (BTw), Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Bob Woodley, Charlie Wright.
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The Nesting Season, 2002

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow and Bill Tweit
The summer was a magnificent one for birding. The weather was warm and sunny. Vagrants were everywhere. The Region had 22 boldfaced species, as many as in a decent fall season. There were eight species of "eastern" vagrant warblers, tying the summer record. Washington had two to three first state records, with a very well-studied Alder Flycatcher and a Bay-breasted Warbler, plus a Yellow-billed Magpie of unknown origin. Oregon chimed in with a first North American record–a Juan Fernandez Petrel. There were several firsts of other sorts as well, including the Region's first summer Common Redpolls and first breeding Common Grackles. Other trends included ever-increasing numbers of Least Flycatchers, more signs of Bewick's Wren and Black Phoebe range expansion, and a continued surge in Rose-breasted Grosbeak records. June was a bit dry throughout the Region, excepting se. Washington and immediately adjacent Oregon. July, however, saw precipitation totals that were below 50% normal virtually throughout the Region. June temperatures were modestly warm at 1-3° F above average, but July was quite warm, with much of the Region experiencing temperatures 3-9° above average.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); K.I.R. (Kalispell Indian Reservation, Pend Oreille), Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla). "Eastside" and "westside" denote locations east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH CRANES
A tally of 300 Pacific Loons at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 2 Jun was most unusual for such a late date (PP), while singles at Wanapum Dam, Kittitas 11 Jun (WC) and Orondo, Okanogan 11 Jul (TA) provided e. Washington's 2nd and 3rd summer records. Eared Grebes, very rare on the westside during summer, were at Fernhill Wetlands 5 Jun (M. Screen), Baskett Slough, Polk 11 Jun (WT), and Stanwood, Snohomish 22 Jun (SM). A pair of Clark's Grebes summered at their one westside nesting location, F.R.R. (T. Mickel). Six Black-footed Albatrosses, very rare from shore, were off Boiler Bay 29 Jun (PP). The Laysan Albatross off the Olympic Peninsula on 18 Jun was considered rare (SMi); they are found in about a third of recent summers. A Juan Fernandez Petrel about 80 km off Brookings, Curry 7 Jun was well described by experienced seabirders and scientists (†D. Ainley, †T. Ryan); this should provide the first accepted record from North American waters, though a bird very likely of this species was seen 56 km w. of Grays Harbor on 14 Sep 1990. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers off Westport were very high for summer, averaging 300/trip (BT) Three Flesh-footed Shearwaters off the Olympic Peninsula 12-18 Jun (SMi) were unusual at that season. Sooty Shearwaters were again seen from shore in excellent numbers, with maxima of 50,000 southbound past Long Beach, Pacific 5 Aug (SM), 30,000 southbound at O.S. 29 Jun (SM, DD), and 20,000 at Lincoln City 11 Jul (PP). At-sea counts of 60,000+ off the Olympic Peninsula on 18 Jun (SMi) and pelagic trip averages of 2,200 per trip off Westport (BT) were also indicative of stronger numbers than last decade. Manx Shearwaters included one at Boiler Bay 2 Jun (PP), one ca. 80 km off Brookings, Curry 7 Jun (†T. Ryan, D. Ainley), and 2 off the Olympic Peninsula 12 Jun (†SMi)—an average summer total compared with the last 4-5. Westside American White Pelican numbers were above average, though not up to last summer's invasion: a total of 17 were reported from two Washington sites, while 30 were scattered between five Oregon sites. A roost of 1,300+ Brown Pelicans at Sand I., Clatsop 7 Jul provided a notable high count (BT). A Snowy Egret was at near Wallula, Walla Walla 2-27 Jul (NL, C. Simonen); one to 2 per summer is now normal for Washington. Snowy Egrets were also at Baskett Slough, Polk 14 Jun (WT) and Alsea Bay, Lincoln 28 Jul (R. Lowe), though increasingly reported, they are still not annual in nw. Oregon during summer. An ad. Little Blue Heron at Ellensburg, Kittitas 8-9 Jun was Washington's 3rd, the Region's 6th, and the first since 1990 (J. Meyer, ph. S Ray, vt. SM); previous records were fairly evenly split between those that were first found in May/Jun and Oct through Jan. Five Cattle Egrets were at Goose L., Lake 16 Jun (D. Tracy); they are rare late spring/summer visitors to se. Oregon. White-faced Ibis, rare in e. Washington, included 2 at Othello, Adams 11-12 Jun (BF, RH), one there 21-26 Jul (BF), and one at Iowa Beef 2 Jul (BL, NL, MD, MLD). "Stumpy", the one-footed Emperor Goose, survived its 3rd summer at Port Angeles, 
[image: ]
Until recently considered quite rare, summer Bar-tailed Godwits again put in their now-expected appearances: at least two adult females were at Damon Point, Ocean Shores, Washington from mid- to late July (here 23 July) 2002. Photograph by Rum Sullivan.
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Clallam (PL). A Ross's Goose, extremely rare during summer, was at Cape Blanco, Curry 29 Jul (TJW). Black Brant are rare summer residents in the Region, but the newly recognized Gray-bellied form (not yet formally designated by trinomials) has not yet been reported during summer. This summer, 5 Gray-bellieds were at Padilla Bay, Skagit, one of their main wintering locations, on 22 Jun (SM, DD, TP); additionally, 40 Black Brant at Cape Flattery, Clallam 8 Jul provided an exceptionally high summer count for that taxon (M. Andrews). An injured Trumpeter Swan survived the summer at Ridgefield, where they are uncommon at any time (WC). A Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal was at Everett 20 Jun (SM); this hybrid is barely annual in the Region. A brood of Green-winged Teal, rare breeders on the westside, was at Stanwood, Snohomish in Jul (SM, CB). Rare for w. Oregon was a brood of Northern Shoveler at Finley N.W.R. (MN). Redheads are not annual during summer on the westside, except perhaps during the first few days of Jun. This summer, 41 were in w. Oregon, including a maximum of 16 at F.R.R. 29 Jun (K. Larson). Other midsummer sightings included 7 at Force L., Multnomah throughout the summer (HN, D. Bailey) and 2 at Smith L., Multnomah 2 Jul (HN). Extremely rare breeders on the outer coast, Ring-necked Ducks once again bred at N.S.C.B. (TR). Greater Scaup are very rare during summer on the eastside, so singles at Vantage, Kittitas 5 Jun (TA) and Baker L, Okanogan 3 Jul (PL) were noteworthy. Three broods of Lesser Scaup were at Stanwood, Snohomish 31 Jul (TA), one brood was at Deer Lagoon, Island (SM, RTS), and another brood was at Vancouver, Clark 27 Jul (SM); they are rare breeders on the westside, and the latter record was the southernmost ever there. A Harlequin Duck on the Columbia R. near Ackerman I., Skamania 26 Jun was well out of place (WC). A Surf Scoter at Duley L., Okanogan 14 Jun provided e. Washington's first summer record (PtS, RS), while 2180 at Padilla Bay 13 Jul was more than quadruple the usual summer maximum and was probably the highest tally ever for that season (SM). A Long-tailed Duck, rare during summer, was at Boiler Bay 14 Jun (PP). Rare breeders, Common Goldeneye broods were at Beth L., Okanogan (TA) and near River Bend, Pend Oreille (MM). A Northern Goshawk near Brookings, Curry 3 Jul (TR) and another at Wilson Wildlife Area 29 Jul (JG) were at exceptionally low elevations for summer. Red-shouldered Hawks are very rare in nw. Oregon during summer, so singles at Sauvie I. 21 Jul (IT) and Finley N.W.R. 24 Jul (HH, R. Hoyer) were noteworthy. Black Merlins (race suckleyi), rare breeders in Washington, nested at Bellingham, Whatcom (D. Drumond). A Sandhill Crane, extremely rare during summer in w. Washington, was near Stanwood, Snohomish 23 Jun (G. Gerdts).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
The summer was above average for golden-plovers, with an American at Clatsop Spit 26 Jul (TT) and single Pacifies at Tenmile Estuary, Coos 11 Jun (DL, KC), O.S. 7 Jul (ph RS), O.S. 27 Jul (RTS), and Leadbetter Pt , Pacific 27 Jul (N. Ball). Notably, Jun records are exceptionally scarce, and the 7 Jul bird was about three weeks early. An unidentified golden-plover was at N.S.C.B. 24 Jul (DL, KC). Black-necked Stilts continue to spread. After nesting for the first time on the westside last summer, stilts bred again there this year, with nests at F.R.R. and Baskett Slough, Polk (DDW, RG). In e. Washington, the breeding range was extended n. to Cameron L. Rd, Okanogan (PtS, RS) and K.I.R., where 6 pairs were located (MM). The American Avocet nest at Crockett L., Island failed in early Jun, and the ads. quickly departed (B. Merrick), an avocet at N.S.C.B. 28 Jun was a very rare summer wanderer to the westside (TR) Thirteen Solitary Sandpipers, from 13 Jul on, was more than twice the usual total. An Upland Sandpiper near Spokane 6-22 Jul was Washington's first during summer since 1993 and was near this species' former breeding area (WH, †JA, †DB). In Oregon, a few pairs returned to Bear Valley, Grant, continuing this species' tenuous foothold in the Region
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This Curlew Sandpiper (center), the state's eighth, was found at Crockett Lake, Washington 19 July 2002. Photograph by Kevin Aanerud. 

(TR). Long-billed Curlews are very rare on the westside during summer away from the outer coast, so singles at Baskett Slough 14 Jun (WT), Edmonds, Snohomish 21 Jul (DD), and F.R.R. 30 Jul (DDW) were noteworthy. A Hudsonian Godwit at Baskett Slough 5-9 Jun added to the 2 this May found in Washington (RG); prior to this year, there were only seven Regional records of northbound Hudsonian Godwits, all 26 Apr-8 Jun. Bar-tailed Godwits, formerly a mega-rarity during summer, have been annual of late; this summer, single ad. females were at O.S. 14-16 Jul (†PtS, ph. RS) and 21-23 Jul (ph. RS). Two Marbled Godwits were noted near Cusick, Pend Oreille 27 Jun in e. Washington, where very rare, particularly during mid-summer (MM). A Ruddy Turnstone at Migraine L., Grant 24-27 Jul was the first-ever eastside record of a southbound ad. (RH, BF). A Sanderling, very rare on the eastside during summer, was at Prineville, Crook 31 Jul (ph. C. Gates). A seasonal total of 96 Semipalmated Sandpipers was more than twice normal. The first was early at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 22 Jun (D. Pettey), and the maximum was a Regional record 33 at Crockett L., Island 26 Jul (KA). Oregon's 4th Little Stint, and first ad., was at N.S.C.B. 13 Jul (vt. DL, KC); previous records were 10 Aug-12 Sep. Ten Baird's Sandpipers from 11 Jul on was well above recent totals, while 6 Pectoral Sandpipers from 4 Jul on was about normal. Why an occasional Dunlin flings itself southward months ahead of its compatriots is unknown, but such individuals are virtually annual; this year, singles were at Crockett L. 11 Jul (SM) and O.S. 21 Jul (BL, NL). Much more unusual was an inland Dunlin at Baskett Slough 7-14 Jun (J. Sullivan, RG); another at Sequim Bay, Clallam 9 Jun was also noteworthy (BN, J. Norton). Washington's 8th Curlew Sandpiper was at Crockett L. 19 Jul (ph. KA); the five previous fall records were fairly evenly scattered between 29 Jul and 5 Oct. Single Short-billed Dowitchers, very rare during summer on the eastside, were at Othello, Adams 5 Jul (BF) and Walla Walla 27 Jul (MD, MLD, BL, NL). Wilson's Phalaropes again bred at Baskett Slough and ER.R. (fide HN); this species is a rare and local breeder on the westside. A total of 10 South Polar Skuas, 5 off the Olympic Peninsula 12-18 Jun (SMi) and 5 in three pelagic trips off Westport (BT), is apparently a record-high summer total. Once again, Franklin's Gulls wandered the Oregon coast this summer, with singles at Clatsop Spit 2 Jun (MP), Boiler Bay, Lincoln 2 & 7 Jun (PP), and 2 at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 9 Jun (J. Simmons). In e. Washington, where increasing, 2 were on Detour Rd., Walla Walla 1 Jun (MD, MLD), 5 were at Sprague L. 5 Jun (TA) and one was at Duley L, Okanogan 14 Jul (PtS, RS). A Thayer's Gull at Lincoln City 2 Jun was only the Region's 3rd for summer (ph. PP). A Sabine's Gull at Wenatchee, Chelan 4 Jun provided the eastside with about its 4th record of a northbound bird (C. Thompson, P. Fiedler). Puget Sound Caspian Terns have been vagabonds, with sporadic nesting here and there since being evicted from their Everett breeding colony (numbering 2,500+ pairs) so that a softball field could be built; this summer 300 ads. frequented rooftops in Bellingham, Whatcom and appeared to fledge several young (TRW). On 24 May, a Common Tern was at Wilson Creek, Grant, and 14 were at L. Lenore, Grant (SM); northbound Common Terns are very rare on the eastside, and the latter record likely represented a record spring/summer maximum for the eastside. A northbound Arctic Tern at Othello, Adams 1 Jun was only the 3rd such record for e. Washington (vt. SM). On the westside, two pairs were at the tiny but persistent Everett colony 4-29 Jun (GT, G Gerdts), while 2 Arctics at Useless Bay, Island 30 Jun (SM) were either from the Everett colony or early migrants; in either case, records in the Puget Sound area away from Everett are extremely rare. Formerly quite rare, Forster's Terns seem to be increasing during summer on the westside, particularly in Oregon. This summer, 2 were at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 16 Jun (D. Manner), 3 were at Baskett Slough 13 Jun (K. Bettinger), and 9 were at Jackson Bottom, Washington 14 Jun (S. Pinnock). Oregon's 8th Least Tern was at Mann L., Harney 6 Jun (L. Messick, D. Evered); all previous records were from the westside, and most were late May—mid-Aug Black Terns continued to favor their two established w. Oregon breeding locations, with young raised at both Baskett Slough (RG) and F.R.R. (AC), with 50+ birds at the latter location late in the season. In Washington, a pair of Black Terns at Ridgefield appeared to be feeding young 27 Jul (JE, SM); this location provided w Washington's first breeding record last summer. Elsewhere in Washington, 6 at Silver L., Cowlitz 12 Jun were likely late spring migrants (J. Skriletz), and a Black Tern 24 km off the Olympic Peninsula on 15 Jun (SM.) represented Washington's first summer offshore record. Always notable during summer, an Ancient Murrelet was at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 8 Jul (PP). Additionally, 10+ Ancients off the Olympic Peninsula 12-18 Jun (SMi) probably 
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indicate continuing presence as a rare breeder in this area. Very rare e. of Cape Flattery, a Cassin's Auklet was at Ediz Hook, Clallam 7 Jul (R. Rogers). For the 5th summer of the past six, a Horned Puffin—perhaps the same Horned Puffin—was found along the Oregon coast: Boiler Bay 21 & 29 Jun (PP). Washington's 2nd well-documented Eurasian Collared-Dove was at Wenatchee, Chelan 9 Jul-17 Jul, where it paired with a male Ringed Turtle-Dove (†DB, †P. Mattocks); the turtle-dove had been present for more than a year. Washington's 6th White-winged Dove was near Ellensburg, Kittitas 8-10 Jun (D. Essman, vt. SM, †DB); all records have been May—Nov. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Enterprise, Wallowa 23 Jun supplied a very rare record for ne. Oregon (G. Underhill). Two pairs of Great Gray Owls with 2 young each were at Biscuit Ridge, Walla Walla 23-29 Jun (vt. CW, ph. RTS, R. & G. Shoemaker, J. & S. Rogers, MD, MLD), and another pair with 2 young were nearby at Jasper Mt., Columbia/Walla Walla 29 Jun (MD, MLD); there were no previous breeding records from Washington's Blue Mts., though Great Grays nest in nearby Oregon. A male Broad-tailed Hummingbird at upper Dry Creek Cr., Walla Walla 7 Jun (MD, MLD) was only Washington's 2nd, the first coming from Asotin in Aug 2000. In Oregon, out-of-place Broad-taileds were near Sisters, Deschutes 13 Jun (HN) and Bend, Deschutes 21 Jul (ph. D. Tracy); this species seems to be regular only in far e. Oregon. An integrade female Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted Flicker mated with a phenotypically pure Red-shafted in Seattle, producing 2 young (†L. Darnell); curiously, one of the young sported a red nape crescent, absent on either parent. Though fairly common during much of the year, integrade flickers are extremely rare during summer.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH MOCKINGBIRD
Washington's first Alder Flycatcher was near Muskrat L., Okanogan 14-22 Jun (ph. PtS, audiotape PtS, †DB); this bird sang, called, and looked like a typical Alder and sonographic analysis helped confirm its identification (D. Paulson). Curiously, in early Jul, up to 2 additional individuals in the vicinity were giving both Alder- and Willow-type calls (PL). More problematically, a "Traill's" Flycatcher near Ritzville, Lincoln 8 Jun-6 Jul gave a bewildering variety of calls and songs and visually fit either Alder or Willow (BF); well documented by audiotape and photos, outside input will be sought. Least Flycatchers were found in large numbers, with singing males at traditional sites in Hardy Canyon, Yakima 18 Jun (AS) and Holliday S.F., Grant 14 Jun—Jul (TR). Additionally, singing birds were near River Bend, Pend Oreille 3 Jun (MM), Central Ferry Canyon, Douglas 11-13 fun (KK, DB), Ephrata, Grant 13 Jun (DB), and Cassimer Bar, Okanogan 15 Jun (KK); furthermore, 2 were near Twisp, Okanogan 5 Jul (MD, MLD), and 3-4 pairs were at K.I.R. 4 Jun-1 Jul (MM); the Region has averaged about 9 Leasts per summer during recent years. A Black Phoebe at Bend 16 Jun was extremely rare for e. Oregon during summer (D. Fainberg), while a breeding pair near Dayton, Yamhill was well n. of this species' breeding range in w. Oregon (F. Schrock). An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Clackamas 25 Jun was well n. of known range in w. Oregon, while one near Omak L, Okanogan 16 Jun was similarly n. of typical range in e. Washington (E. Hunn). A pair of Western Kingbirds at Monroe provided Snohomish's first breeding record (B. Boyes); this species is a very local nester in w. Washington. Eastern Kingbirds are very rare on the outer coast, so singles at Tatoosh I., Clallam 11 Jun (TW, RP) and near Brookings, Curry 14 Jun (DM) were noteworthy. A Plumbeous Vireo at Fields, Harney 11 Jun provided another record of this barely annual late spring/early summer visitor to se. Oregon (TR). Washington's 2nd Philadelphia Vireo was in Lincoln near Ritzville 7 Jun (†D. Barton). Washington's previous record was from Sep 1991, while Oregon's sole record was from Jun 1991. A Western Scrub-Jay was at Lummi I., 25-27 Jun (C. Blake); this was probably a Whatcom first and one of fewer than 10 n. of King. A Yellow-billed Magpie with Blackbilleds near Pasco, Franklin 15-16 Jun (†J. Mundall, E. Mundall) provided Washington's first record, albeit laden with the question of origin; interestingly, there were several out-of-place Yellow-billed Magpies in the San Francisco Bay area this spring (N. A. B. 56: 354). A Purple Martin was at Prineville, Crook 15 Jul (C. Gates); they are very rare on the east-side, especially during summer. New Bank Swallow colonies continue to be found in w. Washington: 10+ pairs nested near Sultan, Snohomish (B. Boyes) and 20+ pairs near Woodland, Cowlitz 25 May (BT). A Boreal Chickadee at Colonial Cr. Campground, Whatcom 30 Jun provided a very rare record for w. Washington and was somewhat farther w. than most previous such records (J. O'Connell). A Bushtit at the n. end of Potholes Res., Grant 3 Jun (†BT, R. Friesz) was about 100 km from the nearest known population—a veritable continent for that species. Rare in w. Oregon, single Rock Wrens were

SA - The Common Grackle invasion continued this summer. Prior to this year, there were about seven Washington and 25 Oregon records. This spring, one was found in Washington and 5 were in Oregon, with the Washington bird remaining at Yakima until at least 8 Jun (BL, NL). Then this summer, on 3 Jun, a pair was found at Ephrata, Grant (†BT, R. Friesz), and food was being brought to the nest on 21 Jun (BL, NL), providing Washington's first breeding record! Additionally, a Common Grackle was at Tatoosh I., Clallam 13 Jun (†TW) followed by a 2nd bird there 24-27 Jun (TW, RP); only two of Washington's previous records were from the westside, one of which was from Tatoosh I. in Jun. Another Common Grackle at Othello, Adams 3 Jul completed Washington's bonanza (†RH). In Oregon this summer, a Common Grackle was at Jordan Valley, Malheur 7 Jun—Jul (L. Michaels), and one was at Fields, Harney 12 Jun (†TR).

at Larch Mtn., Multnomah 14 Jun (IT, J. Fitchen) and near Sublimity, Linn 14 Jun (J. Harding, B. Thackaberry). Eight singing Bewick's Wrens were at n. end of Potholes Res. Grant 3 Jun (BT, R. Friesz) supplied continuing evidence of range expansion. Lowland Ruby-crowned Kinglets at Kala Point, Jefferson 24 Jun (R. Wagner) and Odessa, Lincoln 15 Jun (RH) were distant from normal breeding areas. The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Hardy Canyon, Yakima continued to try to lure a mate to his fine nest, without success, until at least 30 Jun (F. Drobny). Two singing Veeries were at their only known westside breeding location, near Newhalem, Whatcom 22 Jun (K. & K. Kemper, SM, DD, TP); another singing Veery was in w. Oregon, where casual, at New R., Coos 7 Jun (TR). Two midsummer Hermit Thrushes at sea level, well away from breeding locations, were quite surprising: Ocean City, Grays Harbor 1 Jul (BW) and Seattle 7 Jul (TA). A Gray Catbird, extremely rare in w Washington, was near Sequim, Clallam 22 Jun (A. Accurso). Six Northern Mockingbirds this summer was a bit above average: Whiskey Dick W.M.A., Kittitas 1 Jun (S. Downes), Floras L., Curry 3 Jun (DL, KC), Richland, Benton 6 Jun (BL, NL), Fields, Harney 12 Jun (TR), O.S. 12 Jul (BT, PL, B. Labar, KA), and Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 18 Jul (D.. Pitkin)

Volume 56 (2002), Number 4  479

Washington's 6th Brown Thrasher was at Sequim 2 Jul (†C. Tidyman).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
A Northern Parula was near Florence, Lane 23 Jun (D. Pettey, K. Hollinga); parulas are annual in Oregon during May/Jun, though most are found in se. Oregon. A Chestnut-sided Warbler at Graysmarsh, Clallam 22-23 Jun (†S. Atkinson, B. Boekelheide) was the 15th for Washington, and the 5th for w. Washington; almost all have been 11 Jun-18 Jul. A Magnolia Warbler at Malheur 1 Jun added to about 35 previous Oregon records (M. Nebeker). A Myrtle Warbler near Vantage, Kittitas 11 Jun provided Washington's 3rd summer record (WC). Hermit Warbler genes are very rare e. of the Cascades, so a Hermit x Townsend's Warbler at Windust Park, Franklin 1 Jun (BF, SM, MD) and a phenotypically pure Hermit at Malheur 5 Jun (Trent Bray) were noteworthy. Oregon's 4th Yellow-throated Warbler was at Malheur 8-10 Jun (J. Harding, B. Thackaberry); the three previous records spanned 24 Apr-11 Jun, and two were from Harney. Washington's first Bay-breasted Warbler was a singing male near Granite Falls, Snohomish 27 Jun (†B. Boyes), while one at Malheur 2-3 Jun (J. Meredith) added to about 11 prior Oregon records, most of which were during late May/early Jun in se. Oregon. Two Black-and-white Warblers this summer was a bit below average: Floras L., Curry 3 Jun (DL, KC) and near Monument, Grant 24 Jun (P. Stoel, K. Josephson). In w. Washington, only one American Redstart was found: County Line Ponds, Skagit 3 Jul (TA) On the e. slope of the Cascades, where rare, three pairs with nests were at Trout L, Klickitat 16 Jun-7 Jul, a new site for this species (B. Hansen, S. Johnston), and one pair was near Sisters, Deschutes—at least the 3rd consecutive summer for this location (K. Sparkman), A singing Ovenbird near Trout L. 16 Jun was the 18th for Washington, most of which were late May—late Jun (B. Hansen, S. Johnston); another Ovenbird at South Beach, Lincoln 25 Jun was the 3rd for Oregon this "spring" and about the 45th overall (E. Horvath). A Yellow-breasted Chat was at Rockport, Skagit 8 Jun-4 Jul (SM, DD, S. Terry), while a pair was present throughout Jun/Jul at Steigerwald, Clark (WC); since 1970, there have been only 26 w. Washington records, and there have been no recent breeding records, though this species likely bred in Clark some 50 years ago. While surveying breeding birds, C. Charlesworth found a remarkable 5 Clay-colored Sparrows e. of Oroville, Okanogan 31 May. Another was near Malott, Okanogan 16 Jul (†K. Allaire), and a pair fledged at least one young at K.I.R. (MM). Clay-coloreds are clearly increasing as a fall migrant in the Region, and summer records also seem to be on the rise. A gray-backed Fox Sparrow, calling like a Thick-billed, was at White Pass, Yakima 4 Jun (BT). Thick-billeds breed in the n. Oregon Cascades, but there are no records from Washington, and the northernmost Thick-billeds are relatively small-billed, making them difficult to separate visually from Slate-colored Fox Sparrows. A Golden-crowned Sparrow at Hardy Canyon, Yakima 7 Jun (CW) was several weeks late, but one at Portland 4 Jul (D. Bailey) provided an extremely rare midsummer record. Oregon had 10 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks this summer, about double the recent norm, mostly during Jun; in Washington, male Rose-breasteds were at Vantage, Kittitas 30 May (M. Bentley), Cle Elum, Kittitas 7-8 Jun (K. & K. Johnson, ph. DG), and Spokane 6-13 Jun (ph. JA); Washington averages only one per summer. A male Indigo Bunting at Takilma, Josephine 12 Jun added to approximately 50 previous Oregon records (B. Gray). A male Tricolored Blackbird at Potholes Res., Grant 20 Jul was nicely between that species' only known Washington breeding location near Wilson Cr. and the site of most winter reports, Othello (†J. Watson). In w. Oregon, a male Tricolored successfully nested with a female Red-winged at Fernhill Wetlands (HN). Thirty Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Ridgefield 27 Jul likely provided a record w. Washington summer high count, probably indicative of good breeding success there (SM). A Great-tailed Grackle at Othello, Adams 15 Jul (†BF) was only Washington's 3rd, while singles at Fields 8 Jun (J. Rodecap), Baskett Slough, Polk 8 Jun (D. Smith), and Antelope Res., Malheur 16 Jun (C. Miller, M. Miller) provided an above-average summer for Oregon. An Orchard Oriole at Riley Pond, Harney 7 Jun was about the 8th for Oregon but the 3rd within the last year (J. Harding, B. Thackaberry). White-winged Crossbills were again present in small numbers at scattered locations this summer, with 10 near Roger L., Okanogan 15 Jun (BL, NL), 4 at Rogers L., Okanogan 17 Jul (K. Allaire), one at Harts Pass, Okanogan 17 Jul (K. Allaire), and 2 near Sisters, Deschutes 6 Jul (SS). Two Common Redpolls mysteriously appeared at a feeder near Bandon 11 Jul (ph. C. Ray) to supply a first Regional summer record; s. coastal Oregon has very few redpoll records at any time of year

CORRIGENDA AND ADDENDUM
The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker from Washington last winter was actually Washington's 4th, not 3rd, while the Common Yellowthroat from e. Washington provided the 2nd e. Washington winter record, not the first. A Brewer's Sparrow was on Rattlesnake Ridge, King 12 Jun 2001 providing w. Washington with only its 9th record and the first from a montane habitat (B. Boyes).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Tom Aversa (Washington), Casey Beachell, David Beaudette, Wilson Cady Kathy Castelem, Alan Contreras, Mike Denny, Merry Lynn Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Bob Flores, Joel Geier, Roy Gerig, Denny Granstrand (Yakima), Hendrik Herlyn, Warren Hall, Randy Hill, Ken Knittle, Bill LaFramboise (Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Paul Lehman, Scott Mills (SMi), Matt Moskwik, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Bob Norton (Olympic Peninsula), Robert Paine, Michael Patterson, Ted Peterson, Phil Pickering, Tim Rodenkirk, Ryan T Shaw (RTS), Steve Shunk, Kevin Spencer (e. Oregon), Dan Stephens (Chelan), Andy Stepniewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, Todd Thornton, William Tice, Greg Toffic, lain Tomlinson, Terry J. Wahl, Terry R. Wahl, Bob Woodley, Tim Wootton, Charlie Wright.
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