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Fall is typically the best season for finding rarities in the Pacific Northwest. If fall were a baseball player here, it would be a home run hitter, and fall 2000 would be the Hank Aaron or Sammy Sosa of seasons. There were 39 records of 29 species, one hybrid, and one subspecies worthy of boldface type. And even though the climate was not as hot as the birds, even the relatively cold Nov seemed to have little effect on the Regional avifauna.
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Rare seabirds were prominent, both from shore and offshore. For reasons unknown exceptionally high numbers of tubenoses were seen from shore in late fall. Another trend was the movement of eastside corvids into the westside, primarily noticeable in Oregon. Other montane or northern species irrupting into the region included Northern Hawk Owl and Mountain Chickadee. Several species on the upswing over the last decade continued that trend, most notably Red-shouldered Hawk and Western Scrub-Jay. Finally, the South Jetty of the Siuslaw River, near Florence, Oregon, produced its own Patagonia Rest Stop Effect. The parade of vagrants started in early Sep with Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Ruff, and Elegant Tern. Interest increased in mid-Sep, when a Curlew Sandpiper was found. Visitors over the following couple of weeks uncovered a load of treasures, not the least of which were Eurasian Dotterel, Tropical Kingbird, and Smith's Longspur.

Abbreviations: BRC (Bird Records Committee); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Pt., Kitsap, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" refer to east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

Loons through Raptors
Red-throated Loon movement past Boiler Bay, Lincoln, peaked at 1,500 on 6 Nov (PP); one at John Day Dam 12 Nov was on the eastside, where rare (PaSu). Washington's 2nd Arctic Loon was at P.N.P. 4 Nov (†VN); the first was just this Jan—Feb. Pacific Loons usually do not appear on the eastside until Oct, so singles at Columbia Pt., Benton, 1 Aug (BW) and Alkalai L., Grant, 27 Aug (SM) were early. Single flyby Yellow-billed Loons were reported from Boiler Bay 22 Sep, 12 Oct, and 14 Oct (PP, WH). More stationary birds included the summering bird at O.S. that remained until 1 Sep (m.ob.), one at Westport 3 Oct (BS), and an albino at Tacoma 16 Nov—Dec (J. TerLouw, †DP). A concentration of 49 Eared Grebes at Utsalady Bay, Island, 21 Nov was probably the largest ever in w. Washington (SM, SP). Seven Clark's Grebes in w. Washington and six in w. Oregon (away from breeding grounds) was well above average; most were from mid-Oct to mid-Nov. A Short-tailed Albatross ±32 nmi. w. of Yachats, Lincoln, 21 Oct furnished —5th Oregon and 7th Regional record during the past 50 years (†G. Gillson); most have been Nov—Jan. Black-footed Albatross counts were high early, including 283 off Westport 19 Aug (TRW) and 180 off Newport 2 Sep (GG), but were low later, with an average of 25/pelagic trip after 5 Sep (TRW, GG). Only three Laysan Albatross were found, all off Oregon during Oct (GG). Northern Fulmar counts peaked twice, first in early Aug, with
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Washington state enjoyed an early and unprecedented minor incursion of Northern Hawk Owls, including this bird banded at Chelan Ridge, Okanagon, 13 October 2000. Were the more striking invasions of this species into Quebec and New England related? Photograph by Bud Anderson.
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Oregon's first (and the region's 4th) Eurasian Dotterel was this juvenile near Florence, Lane, 24-26 September 2000. Photograph by E. Horvath.

1,000+/trip off Westport through 19 Aug, and again in Oct when counts averaged 1,800/trip (TRW, GG). Extraordinary numbers were observed from shore, with a peak of 1,000 at Boiler Bay 8 Nov (PP). A stunning 10+ Mottled Petrels at O.S. 26 Nov provided only -12th Regional record of live birds (†A. Knue, A. Grenon); most previous records have been from deep water, and all have been Nov-Apr. Ainley and Manolis (W. Birds, 1979) argued that Mottled Petrel sightings coincided with fulmar invasions. Aside from an extremely high tally of 3,450 Pink-footed Shearwaters of Newport 2 Sep (GG), this species was in average numbers with ~135/trip (GG, TRW). Flesh-footed Shearwaters were scarce, with only ten reports after 22 Sep (TRW, GG). A few early Buller's Shearwaters raised expectations but numbers this fall proved dismal, with an average of 17/trip (TRW, GG). Washington had no count greater than 20! Sooty Shearwater tallies improved somewhat for the 2nd consecutive fall with an average of >1,500/trip; peaks included 8,260 off Westport 19 Aug (TRW) and 5,600 off Newport 2 Sep (GG). Offshore counts of Short-tailed Shearwater were low, totaling just 18; thus, a tally of 500 from shore at Boiler Bay 15 Nov (PP) was unusual. A Manx Shearwater was seen from Boiler Bay 1 & 12 Sep (PP); despite being annual in Washington recently, there are only two previous Oregon records. A well-described Black-vented Shearwater, seen from Boiler Bay 28-30 Aug (†PP) would be, if accepted, Oregon's 2nd, following one from Bandon, Coos, 22 Nov 1992. A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel at Admiralty Inlet, Island, 21 Aug had wandered into the Puget Sound region, where rare (K. Li). Leach's Storm-Petrels are rare after Aug, so singles off Newport 21 Oct (GG) and at Boiler Bay 8 Nov (PP) were remarkable. American White Pelicans, rare on the west-side, included 2 at Blaine, Whatcom, throughout the period (D. Robinson), 6 at Agate L., Jackson, 16 Sep-30 Nov+ (DV, CD), and 2 at F.R.R. 11 Nov (PV). Brown Pelicans were present in good numbers on the coast again this year, but the only reports e. of Cape Flattery were from Swantown, Island, 10 Aug (W. Applegate), Ediz Hook, Clallam, 13 Aug (BB), and Kingston, Kitsap, 15 Sep (SA). Fall numbers of Great Egrets seemed up again this year, with top counts of 132 in Oregon at N.S.C.B. 2 Aug (DL, KC) and 71 in w. Washington at Post Office L., Clark, 12 Nov (RK). Up to 11 Cattle Egrets were near Burbank, Walla Walla, 15-18 Nov (MD, MLD), plus singles were at Summer L., Lake, 30 Aug (MSL), Coos Bay, Coos, 3 Nov (TR), and Green Valley, Walla Walla, 9 Nov (MD, MLD); fall dispersal to the Region seems to be declining, especially on the westside. A Green Heron, rare in e. WA, was at Y.R.D. 18 Sep (RF). A subadult White Ibis at Newport Res., Lincoln, 15-16 Nov provided the first Regional record (†WH); there are only two California records, the last in 1977 (Calif. BRC). The one-footed Emperor Goose remained in Port Angeles, Clallam, throughout the fall (BN); it arrived as a lst-year bird last winter. A Blue Goose, rare in Washington, was at FEALE, Benton, 28 Oct (L. Bowman). A Whooper Swan with 3 possible hybrid young at Summer L., Lake, 1-6 Nov (MSL, CM, MM) was likely the same bird that has appeared intermittently in the Klamath/Summer L. region since the winter of 1991/1992. Oregon's 3rd Garganey was a male at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington, 22 Oct (†HN, †F. Shipley); previous Oregon records were 20 Aug-20 Sep, but Washington has a winter record. A male Tufted Duck returned 9 Nov to Bingen, Klickitat, for the 6th consecutive winter (R. Gadway, SJ). A brood of Lesser Scaup at Stanwood, Snohomish, 9 Aug provided a new nesting location for this rare westside breeder (TA). Only 6 Surf and 4 White-winged Scoters were found on the eastside, well below recent averages of 25 and 17, respectively. Additionally, only 2 Long-tailed Ducks on the eastside, at John Day Dam 12 Nov (PaSu) and Prineville, Crook, 13-16 Nov (R. Halvorson), was well below the mean ~7/fall. Red-shouldered Hawks continue to increase in the Region. Numbers were widely reported as up in w. Oregon, and an extraordinary 7 were in e. Oregon 27 Aug-18 Oct (FM, S. Kornfeld, SS) In Washington, an ad. was at Ridgefield 29 Aug-9 Nov (JE), and an imm. was there 29 Aug and 1-28 Nov (JE, WC, †H. Gilmore); an imm at Spencer I., Snohomish, 1-30 Nov provided only the 4th record n. of the lower Columbia R. (vt. SM) and another at Conboy N.W.R., Klickitat, 16 Sep was only e. Washington's 2nd (†JE). Single Broad-winged Hawks were seen from hawkwatches at Chelan Ridge 12 & 14 Sep (fide B. Morse) and Bonney Butte 14 Sep (fide HN); Broad-wingeds have been found regularly at Cascade hawkwatches during Sep. More unusual were singles away from the Cascades at Calispell Peak, Stevens, 16 Sep (D. Mann) and at Upper Klamath L., Klamath, 23 Sep (N. Barrett). A Rough-legged Hawk at Walla Walla 7 Sep was -3 weeks early (HO). Five Gyrfalcons this fall was about average, with singles near Sequins, Clallam, 1 Nov (TA), Keystone, Adams, 2-3 Nov (JA), O.S. 4 Nov (PtS), Vantage, Kittitas, 9 Nov (TA), and a most unusual white bird near Duvall, King, in late Nov (M. Postor fide BA). Eight Prairie Falcons in the w. Oregon lowlands 29 Aug+ was above average.


Plovers through Auklets
A distinctly sub-par 27 American Golden-Plovers were reported, while the Pacific Golden-Plover tally was a meager 40, 19 of which were at O.S. 25 Sep (JB). A Eurasian Dotterel near Florence, Lane, 24-26 Sep pro-
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vided a first Oregon and 4th Regional record (AC, LB, HH, ph. E. Horvath); most of the previous 9 contiguous United States records are from Sep. A Black-necked Stilt at Paterson Slough, Benton, 6 Oct was a month late (NL, BW, RF). American Avocets, rare on the west-side, were at Gold Beach, Curry, 1 Sep (DM), Snohomish 25 Sep-2 Oct (GT), Portland 14 Oct (I. Weiland, P. Muller), and Tokeland, Pacific, 21 Sep-10 Nov (S. Gerstle). On the east-side, a congregation of 48,000 at Summer L. 12 Aug was among the largest ever in the Region (DT) Solitary Sandpipers had an average showing with 23 on the eastside and 8 on the westside, but one at Snohomish 2 Oct was among the latest ever for Washington (SP). An Upland Sandpiper at Cape Blanco, Curry 16 Sep furnished the 12th westside record; most have occurred 18 Aug-19 Sep (ph. TJW). A flyby Bristle-thighed Curlew at Boiler Bay 29 Sep awaits Oregon BRC review (†PP); there is only one acceptable fall record from North America s of Alaska (Mlodinow et al. 1999, W. Birds). A Long-billed Curlew was at Blaine 19 Oct+ (TA) and 2 were near Tangent, Linn, 27 Nov (D. Irons, D. Fix); they are rare in the Puget Trough and Willamette Valley. Astoundingly, at least 7 Bar-tailed Godwits were found in the Region this fall. Four or more were at Tokeland, including this summer's ad. female which remained to 26 Oct (m. ob.), juv. females 19 Aug-21 Oct (GT) and 21 Oct (DP), and a juv. male 26 Aug-3 Sep (PtS). In Oregon, Bar-taileds were at Coos Bay 4 Sep (†DL, TR), Gearhart, Clatsop, 20-22 Aug (†TT), and Idaho Flats, Lincoln, 9 Nov (PP). The only eastside Ruddy Turnstones were 2 at Gap Road Pond, Benton, 20 Aug (RF). Semipalmated Sandpiper numbers were average, inducting 26 from the eastside and 56 from the westside, with a maximum of 18 at Crockett L., Island, 11 Aug (SM, KA). A concentration of 150+ Baird's Sandpipers at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln, 26-29 Aug may well be a Regional record (JA, WH). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Othello, Adams, 7 Oct was only e. Washington's 10th (†SM, CB). Seven Sharp-taileds were found on the westside 1 Sep-28 Oct, above the recent average of ~5/fall. Most extraordinarily, a well-studied nominate Rock Sandpiper at O.S. 15 Nov+ (†TA, ph. RTS) provided an apparent first records, of Alaska (Paulson 1993, Shorebirds of the Pacific Northwest). Three Curlew Sandpipers were found this fall: an ad. near Long Beach, Pacific, 5-11 Aug (D. Taylor, ph RS) and juvs. near Florence 17-18 Sep (BiS, R Freeman) and Bandon 25 Sep-2 Oct (†DL); there were only +15 prior Regional records. The Regional tally of 36 Stilt Sandpipers was about average, with a maximum of 9 at W.W.R.D. 23 Sep (MD, MLD) and late individuals at Othello 7-9 Oct (SM, CB, BF) and near Toppenish, Yakima, 8 Oct (AS); there are only 2 previous eastside Oct records. Four Buff-breasted Sandpipers at O.S. 31 Aug provided Washington's best showing since 1995; at least one remained until 3 Sep (TA). In Oregon, 3 were at N.S.C.B. 24-30 Aug (TR) and singles were near Gearhart 22 Aug (TT) and Florence 1 Sep (BiS). Nine Ruffs this fall was well above the 3-4/fall average. Notable were singles on the eastside, where extremely rare, at Summer L. 13 Sep (MSL) and Sprague, Lincoln, 15-16 Sep (TL, JA), and a bird lingering late to 23 Oct at Fernhill Wetlands (K. Kaufman). Short-billed Dowitchers were unusually numerous in e. Washington, with a maximum of 5 at W.W.R.D. 26 Aug (MD, MLD). A Short-billed at O.S. 29 Nov was more than a month late (SM, DD). A count of 15,000 Wilson's Phalaropes at L Abert, Lake, 10 Aug was exceptional, but 7,500 Red-necked Phalaropes there that day was unprecedented for the eastside (RG). Three Wilson's at F.R.R. 19 Oct were a month late (D. Arendt). Red Phalaropes at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla, 6 Aug (MD, MLD) and at Soap L., Grant, 5 Oct (vt. SP) provided rare eastside records. Offshore, a count of 360 off Newport 23 Sep (GG) far outstripped all Washington counts, which peaked at 27 (TRW). Only 25 South Polar Skuas were reported, a poor total. Pomarine Jaegers are rare but increasingly reported from the Puget Sound region. This fall singles were at P.N.P. 9, 14, & 28 Sep (VN) and Thatcher Pass, San Juan, 13 Oct. Pomarine counts on the ocean were subpar, averaging 12/trip, but still above last fall's tallies. Twenty Parasitic Jaegers at P.N.P. 22 Oct represented an excellent count for Puget Sound (C. Wright). Inland, where rare, up to 3 Parasitics were at Klamath Falls, Klamath, 20 Sep-18 Oct (KS, FM), one was at Alvord Basin, Harney, 30 Aug (DE), one was at Sprague 15-20 Sep (TL, JA), and one was at F.R.R. 11 Sep (M. Nikas). Long-tailed Jaegers were formerly considered casual in Puget Sound, but they have been almost annual recently. This fall singles were near Port Townsend, Jefferson, 28 Aug (KA), P.N.P. 13-24 Sep (VN), and Kingston 14 Oct (DD, SM). Long-tailed counts on the ocean were exceedingly poor, totaling only 65 (TRW, GG). Franklin's Gulls continued their decade- long decline in the Puget Sound region, with only one reported, at P.N.P. 10 Oct (VN). Along the outer coast, where normally rare, six were seen 4 Aug-4 Nov. Three more were in e. Washington, where rare, 10 Aug-20 Sep (JA, NL, BW). A Little Gull was at Clatsop Spit, Clatsop, 23 Sep (MP), but for the first fall since 1993, none were found in Washington. A Heermann's Gull was at Klamath Falls 30 Sep (KS, FM) and 2 were there 23 Oct (KS); there are only four previous e. Oregon records, all mid-Oct—early Nov. Twelve Mew Gulls at John Day Dam 19 Nov was extraordinary for the eastside (MD, MLD). A remarkable 12 Western Gulls were found on the eastside, with a maximum of 4 at Priest Rapids L., Yakima, 15 Oct (AS). A Glaucous Gull at Neah Bay, Clallam, 3 Sep was two months early (BB); surprisingly, only 3 others were found. During Sep, 5 Sabine's Gulls were in Puget Sound, and 3 were in interior w. Oregon, an above-average showing; on the eastside, where rare, an amazing 13 were seen 31 Aug-27 Sep. Offshore, Sabine's averaged 50/trip, better than most of the last decade; peak counts were 179 off Westport 2 Sep and 110 off Newport 7 Oct (TRW, GG) A Black-legged Kittiwake was at Priest Rapids L. 15 Oct (†AS, D. Granstand); there are fewer than 10 e. Washington records. Singles were also reported in Puget Sound, where rare, at P.N.P. 28 Sep, 7 Oct, and 4 Nov (VN). A Red-legged Kittiwake off Westport provided a ~6th record for Washington on the unseasonable date of 12 Aug (ph. RTS, †BL). Elegant Terns were not expected during this non-El Niño year, but one was at Boiler Bay 28 Aug and 25 Sep (†PP), 2 were there 3 Sep (D Heyerly), 2 were near Florence 2 & 19 Sep (†D. DeWitt), and 2 were at Coos Bay, Coos, 8 Sep (TR). The gathering of Common Terns off P.N.P. peaked at 2,000 on 27 Aug (VN). An Arctic Tern, extremely rare on the eastside, was at Priest Rapids, Grant, 10 Sep (BTw). Ten Forster's Terns were found in w. Oregon 20 Aug-16 Sep, with a maximum of 6 at L. Selmac, Josephine, 16 Sep (R. Cooper). A Xantus's Murrelet was encountered for the 6th consecutive fall, off Westport 26 Aug (BTw, †GR), a Xantus's/Craveri's Murrelet was 50 mi. w of Pistol R., Curry, 17 Sep (JG, OS, GL). An Ancient Murrelet at O.S. 9 Aug was about two months early (RTS); another was there 20 Aug (ph. H. Vail). An extremely low total of 16 Cassin's Auklets were found off Washington during Aug, but large numbers appeared off both states during early Sep, as evidenced by peak shore-based counts of 2,130 flying past Boiler Bay 7 Sep and 3,500 there 15 Sep (PP) Single Parakeet Auklets were ~50 mi. off Seaside and off Cape Blanco 17 Sep (†JG, †OS, GL); almost all contiguous U.S. records occurred late Nov—late Apr.

Pigeons Through Swallows
Eastside Band-tailed Pigeons, rare during fall, were at Field's Spring Park, Asotin, 15 Oct (J. Lipar) and near Prineville 25 Nov (PVV) Oregon's 7th White-winged Dove was at Gold
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Beach 6 Sep (ph. GG); there have been five Regional records during the last three years, but only ~11 overall. A small incursion of Snowy Owls occurred this fall, with at least 15 to w. Washington and 4 in w. Oregon. The first was at Blaine 7 Nov (TRW), and the southernmost was at Port Orford, Curry, 19 Nov (TJW). Northern Hawk Owls staged an invasion into Washington this fall, with singles at Chelan Ridge, Okanogan, 13 Oct (ph. BA), Snow Peak, Ferry, 14 Oct (†B. Forester), and near Colville, Stevens, 12-25 Nov (†KKn, †M. Breece); there are ~11 previous Washington records, mostly mid-Nov-Feb. Burrowing Owls, rare in w. Oregon and very rare in w. Washington, were near Penn Cove, Island, 24-25 Oct (B. Merrick), near Salem, Marion, 9 Oct+ (SD), and at Baskett Slough, Polk, 19 Nov+ (H. Hamann). A Spotted x Barred Owl was at Bellevue, King, 3 Nov, providing only the 3rd Washington record (ph. TA); Bellevue is within normal Barred Owl territory but is distinctly deficient in Spotted Owl habitat. A Barred at Malheur 6-9 Oct was well away from this species' normal Oregon range (AC, FM, N. Strycker); a Great Gray Owl at Newman L., Spokane, 14-21 Oct was away from this species' known Washington range (R. Dexter). More Boreal Owls were reported from the mountains this fall, likely due to increased observer effort: one was at S. Sister 17 Sep (TR), 8 were at Sunrise, Pierre, 27 Sep (PtS), 2 were at Clover Flats, Yakima, 1 Oct (AS), 2 were above Todd L., Deschutes, 13-14 Oct (PaSu), and 2 were near Tollgate, Wallowa, 3 Nov (MD). A Common Poorwill at Eugene, Lane, 6 Nov was out-of-range and two months late (AC). The Portland Vaux's Swift roost peaked at 30,000 on 23 Sep (J. Lawes). The season's Costa's Hummingbird was at Bend, Deschutes, 28 Aug (DT). A well-described female Broad-tailed Hummingbird at Asotin 25-27 Aug provided Washington's first record (†C. Vande Voorde); there were two other inadequately documented Aug reports for se. Washington, of birds perhaps driven nw. by extensive fires in Idaho. Lewis's Woodpeckers are rare in w. Washington, so one in Bellingham 17 Sep was noteworthy (TRW). Extremely rare for the outer coast was a Red-naped Sapsucker at Tokeland 24 Sep (PtS). Least Flycatchers were at Washtucna, Adams, 28 Aug (SM) and Oroville, Okanogan, 12 Sep (TA); there are only ~6 previous fall Washington records. Another was in Oregon, where also rare, near Sisters, Deschutes, 5 Aug (JG). A Black Phoebe, rare in n. Oregon, returned to Milwaukie, Clackamas, 12 Nov (J. Fitchen). Seven westside Oregon Say's Phoebes was above the 5/fall norm. An Ash-throated

SA - Fifteen Tropical Kingbirds this fall set a new Regional record and brought the all-time Regional total to about 85. Half are from the past four years, leading us to wonder if the migratory north Mexican population is having exceptional breeding success. The first Tropical this year was about two weeks early near Florence 30 Sep (CC, AC), with the next report not being until 19 Oct, when three were found at Seaside, Clatsop S. Warner). Three were also at O.S. 21-27 Oct Oct (PtSu, †PWS, †RTS, †TA), where 2 remained through Nov (PWS). The only other Washington sighting was at Tokeland 10 Nov (†B. Shelmerdine). Many, but not all, of these birds were heard calling, confirming their identification as Tropical Kingbirds.

Flycatcher at Tokeland 23 Sep was on Washington's outer coast, where casual (PtS). Oregon's 3rd, and the Region's 6th, Vermilion Flycatcher was an ad. male at Irrigon, Morrow, 7 Nov (ph. M. Ross); previous records have been Oct-Mar. A Western Kingbird at Eugene 26-27 Oct was likely the latest ever for the Region (†D. Farrar). Oregon's 13th Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was at Dallas, Polk, 26 Aug (ph. BTi); most previous records are from May and Nov. Rare for the Oregon coast was a Loggerhead Shrike at the Sixes R. mouth, Curry, 19 Nov (TJW). Washington's 2nd Blue-headed Vireo was at Palouse Falls, Franklin, 28 Aug (†SM); the eight previous Regional records were 8 Sep-5 Oct. Gray Jays, rare in the Willamette Valley, were near Cottage Grove, Lane, 8-26 Aug (TM), Pedee, Polk, 15 Aug (TB), and Philomath, Benton, 26 Nov (S. Fitzpatrick); given the number of corvids on the move, these birds may not have come from the nearby Coast Range population. Thirty-plus Pinyon Jays near Waldo L., Lane, 24 Sep provided an extremely rare westside record (fide T. Mickel). Twenty-one Clark's Nutcrackers were found at widely scattered locations in w. Oregon, which is also highly unusual. Interestingly, most were during Aug, and none were found in w. Washington away from known breeding areas. Black-billed Magpies staged a minor invasion into the westside, with singles at Lynwood, Snohomish, 27 Oct (A. Cunha), Discovery Park, King, 28 Oct (R. Weiner), and Monmouth, Polk, 4 Nov (JL). Constituting an above-average fall, 12 Blue Jays were reported, mostly 10 Oct-10 Nov; the only westside bird was at Joyce, Clallam, 30 Oct (BN). A Western Scrub-Jay at Monroe 14 Nov provided Snohomish with its 2nd record this year and 3rd overall (KA), while singles at Oak Bay 16 Sep (D. Watkins) and Sequim 20 Oct (J. & P. Fletcher) were at the n. end of the Olympic Pen., where rare. A flock of 5,000+ Common Ravens near Baker 18 Aug was extraordinary, especially for early fall (DS). A concentration of 100+ Bank Swallows at Ridgefield 31 Aug was unprecedented for w Washington (BTw, SM). An extraordinary 250,000 Barn Swallows were near Dayton, Yamhill, 17 Sep (FS).

Chickadees through Finches
Nearly 50 Mountain Chickadees were reported mid-Sep+ in Oregon w. of the Cascades, where normally rare, with a maximum of 12 at Mt Bolivar, Coos, 6 Oct (TR); surprisingly, none were reported in lowland w. Washington Three Bewick's Wrens near Desert Aire, Grant 8. Oct were at a new location (SM, CB), and one at Saltese Marsh 11 Nov was the farthest e to date in Spokane (WH); both are likely a signs of continuing range expansion on the eastside. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Hood Park, Walla Walla, 23 Sep was e. Washington's 2nd and only the 7th for the state (†MD, MLD); previous records are all Oct-Jan. In Oregon several were seen in late fall on the coast, where rare: Flores L., Coos, 14 Nov (TJW), Newport, Lincoln, 29 Oct (FS), Langlois, Curry, 14 Oct (TJW), and Cutler City, Lincoln, 25 Nov (GL, DB, J. Johnson). A Swainson's Thrush at Medina, King, 19 Nov was 18 days past Washington's previous late date (†HO). Northern Mockingbirds were at Columbia Pt. 7-9 Aug (BW) and Newport 7 Aug (E. Horvath); the Region averages ~6/year. Oregon's 3rd Blue-winged Warbler, first found during July at Indian Ford Creek, Deschutes, remained until 29 Sep (T. Bidder). A Tennessee Warbler at Graysmarsh, Clallam, 1 Sep was about Washington's 10th (†SA); most previous records are late Aug-mid-Sep. A Northern Parula at Vantage 1 Sep was only the 2nd fall and 10th overall record for WA (†KA); 1-2 at Malheur 27 Aug-10 Sep (JG, DE, AC) and one at Hart Mt., Lake, 3 Sep (PaSu) added to -50 previous OR records, most from May-June. A Chestnut-sided Warbler near College Place, Walla Walla, 19-22 Oct was Washington's 14th, but only the 2nd in fall (J. Goodhew, ph. MD). Palm Warblers are uncommon on the outer coast during fall and rare elsewhere on the westside. This fall they seemed more numerous than normal on the coast, and singles elsewhere were at Cattle Pt., San Juan, 19-21 Nov (J. Flynn, †S. Vernon) and 
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Ebey 1., Snohomish, 11 Nov (SM, PB). A Blackpoll Warbler at Malheur 6 Oct (AC, FM) and another at Fields, Harney, 14 Oct (M) were in se. Oregon, where this species is now annual. An American Redstart in Seattle 21 Oct was more than a month late and was on the westside where rare at any time (D. Oliver). A male Hooded Warbler at Hart Mt. 13 Aug (ph. DT) was joined by a female shortly thereafter; both were seen until 9 Sep (ph. CM) and may have summered locally. Another female Hooded was at Malheur 6-7 Oct (†AC, FM) and a male was there 11 Oct (DE); there are only 6 previously accepted OR records! A Summer Tanager at Malheur 20-24 Sep was the ~9th for Oregon (D. Bradshaw, P. Dauble). An American Tree Sparrow at O.S. 8 Oct provided heavily birded Grays Harbor with its first record (DP). In w. Oregon, where rare, this species was at F.R.R. 6 Nov—Dec (J. Bjorklund), near Central Pt., Jackson, 7 Nov (DV), and at Jackson Bottom, Washington, 22 Nov (HN). Clay-colored Sparrows appeared in good numbers again this fall with one at Cape Blanco 8 Oct (TJW), 3 there 27 Oct (TJW), one at Coos Bay 10 Nov (TR), and one at Ebey I. 11-12 Nov (PB, SM, DD); the last was only w. Washington's 13th. Two Vesper Sparrows at Tangent 30 Nov were two months late (PV), and 2 at O.S. 17 Aug were on Washington's outer coast, where rare (MD, MLD). Lark Sparrows, rare on the westside, were reported from Cape Blanco 30 Aug (TJW), Clatsop Spit 13 Sep (Ti'), and Salem 3 Nov (SD). A Lark Bunting at Seneca, Grant, 4 Sep provided Oregon with its ±22nd record (C &M. O'Leary). A Grasshopper Sparrow at F R R. lingered to 28 Oct (L. McQueen). A Red Fox Sparrow was well documented from Marymoor Park, King, 11 Oct (†M. Hobbs), only the ~12th record from Washington, though eventually this form may prove regular. Another was submitted without documentation from Coburg, Lane, 19 Nov (R. Robb). Fourteen Swamp Sparrows and 7 Harris's Sparrow both represent typical fall totals. A Smith's Longspur near Florence 24 Sep provided a first Regional record (†AC, HH, LB); California's records are from Sep—Oct. Oregon's 8th Chestnut-collared Longspur was at Cape Blanco 21 Oct, almost a year to the day after OR's 7th was found at the same place (ph. TJW). Recently, Bobolinks have been almost annual during fall in w. Oregon, but one at Cape Blanco 7 Nov was a month late (TJW); one at Pistol R., 23 Aug was more typical (DM, K. Goldwater). Another at P.N.P. 15 Aug was in w. Washington, where very rare (VN). Three male Tricolored Blackbirds near Vancouver L., Clark, 25-26 Nov were Washington's first away from the Columbia Basin, though there is a small colony in nearby Portland (vt. SM, WC). Yellow-headed Blackbirds, rare on the coast, were at N.S.C.B. 22 Sep (TR) and at Cape Blanco 25 Aug and 19 Oct (TJW). A Bullock's Oriole at Cape Blanco 20 Nov was more than two months late (TJW, DM) as was one at Joyce 6 Nov (BN). A Purple Finch in Richland, Benton, 29 Aug was more than a month early for e. Washington and unusually far east (SM, NL, BW). A small flock of the always unpredictable White-winged Crossbills were at Johnson Ridge, Snohomish, 22 Oct (KKn), and 4 were at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille, 25 Sep (JA). Ninety Lesser Goldfinches near Maryhill, Klickitat, 24 Nov was unprecedented for Washington (DMa, SM); 835 American Goldfinches near Maryhill that day was also exceptional (DMa, SM).
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The Winter Season, 2000-2001

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow and Bill Tweit
The weather this winter was DRY, with drought or near-drought conditions through much of the Region. The snowpack in virtually all of Washington was below 70% of normal, and rainfall in western Washington was about 50% of normal. Temperatures were also generally subnormal, but the increased sunshine lent to an overall perception of mildness that seemed to lead to increased birder activity and perhaps bird survival. The winter was a good one for finding less hardy species. Indeed, there were 11 species of warblers, four swallows, and two tanagers recorded, and sometimes shorebirding seemed more spring-like than wintery. There was also a good number of birds rare for any season, the top of which has to be Washington's first White Ibis, though few would turn up their noses at Arctic Loon, Short-tailed Albatross, or Whooper Swan. Some trends from the fall also continued, including excellent numbers of tubenoses from shore, the continuing irruption of Red-shouldered Hawks, and even more Northern Hawk Owls. On the downside, duck numbers seemed quite low, perhaps due to the relative scarcity of wetlands this winter. Finally, almost certainly relating to observer effort, a wide array of hybrids were reported—from geese to sapsuckers to buntings.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); P.N.P. (Pt. No Pt., Kitsap); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). Eastside and westside = east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

Loons through Raptors
One of the season's grand questions was "How many Arctic Loons were there in Washington?" Two Arctic Loons were at P.N.P. 9-10 Dec. (†EH, G. Gerdts, †BLb), with one being seen intermittently there until 19 Jan (VN). An Arctic was also at Edmonds, Snohomish 29 Jan-4 Feb (DB, DD) and at Port Angeles, Clallam 7 Feb (†BS). Edmonds is only 10 mi from P.N.P. as the loon flies, but Port Angeles is nearly 70 mi away; the presence of at least 3 birds seems likely. Yellow-billed Loons are very rare on the eastside, so singles at Wallowa L., Wallowa 17-20 Jan (CC, JC) and at Priest Rapids L., Yakima 30 Dec (AS) were noteworthy. On the westside, Yellow-billeds appeared in near normal numbers, with 2 near Sequim, Clallam 18 Dec (E. Kridler, BLb), and singles at Cape Meares 5 Dec (M. Burke, P. Sher), Netarts Bay 16 Dec-20 Jan (HN), and Tacoma to 10 Dec (BLb). Three Clark's Grebes from w Oregon and 5 from w. Washington furnished an average winter's total for the westside, but one near Clarkston, Asotin 2 Dec provided a very rare eastside winter record (M. Koliner). A Westport pelagic trip 27 Jan had an imm Short-tailed Albatross and about 5 Laysan Albatross, but shockingly, only one Black-footed Albatross (†BLb); the Short-tailed was the 9th for the Region since 1950. Northern Fulmars continued near shore in unusual numbers, with a peak in Oregon of 1,500 at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 22 Dec (PP) and in Washington of 150 at Cape Flattery, Clallam 3 Dec (SM, DD) Pink-footed Shearwaters are not annual during winter, especially from shore, so 2 at Bandon, Coos 30-31 Dec were exceptional (AC, D. Irons) A Buller's Shearwater seen off Curry 7 Jan by experienced observers was the Region's first winter record (A. Barron, TJW). A tally of 300 Short-tailed Shearwaters at Boiler Bay 12 Dec provided an exceptional from-shore count (PP). Two others were in Tacoma 17 Dec (R. Romea), and a Short-tailed/Sooty Shearwater was over freshwater at Capitol L. in Olympia 23 Dec (K. Brady)! Short-taileds are more common during winter than Sooties, but they are still not quite annual in the Puget Sound region. Westside American White Pelicans included 2 at F.R.R. throughout the winter (D. Pettey) and 2 at Sauvie I. 11 Feb (M. Michalchcyk) Several Brown Pelicans lingered into Jan on the Oregon coast, a regular phenomenon during the last few years, but one found moribund at Milwaukie, Clackamas 4 Feb was extraordinary for date and inland location (fide HN), and another near Florence, Lane 1 Feb was also late (B. & Z. Stotz). Two Great Egrets at Ringold, Franklin 5-6 Jan were in e. Washington, where
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very rare during winter (L. Ness, M. Hollen). The only Cattle Egrets this winter were 2 at Burbank Heights, Walla Walla 2 Dec (MD, MLD)—a below-average showing. Washington's first White Ibis was at Bay Center, Pacific 30 Dec and then relocated 8-17 Jan near Raymond, Pacific (ph. CH, BSh); this subadult was possibly, but not definitely, the same bird seen during Nov near Newport, Oregon. A Turkey Vulture near Carlsborg, Clallam 28 Jan was two to three weeks early (B. Davies). "Old Stumpy," the Port Angeles Emperor Goose, remained throughout the winter (vt. SM), while singles were also present at Sauvie I. /Ridgefield throughout the winter (HN) and in Polk 3 Dec (M. Lippsmeyer). Single Ross's Geese were near Dayton, Yamhill (FS), Grants Pass, Josephine (DV), Warrenton, Clatsop (MD, MLD, MP), Finley N.W.R., Benton (BE), and White City, Jackson (N. Barrett); this is about average for recent winters but would have been unthinkable a decade ago. Inland Brant, always rare, included one at Sauvie I./Ridgefield throughout the winter (HN) and 2 at Canby, Clackamas, 9-16 Feb (ES, TS, EM). The Whooper Swan (with 3 young, possibly hybrids) wintering in Lower Klamath N.W.R, California, wandered n. into the Oregon side of the refuge 18 Feb (ph. KS, FM); this is likely the same family group that visited Summer L. in Nov. Four Eurasian Wigeon were reported from the eastside, 3 in Benton (BW, BL, NL) and one at Orondo, Douglas (PtS). A Common Teal at Richland, Benton 17-28 Feb was on the eastside, where extremely rare (ph. BL, †RF); on the westside, the seasonal total of 12 Common (Eurasian form of Green-winged) Teal plus one Common x Green-winged hybrid was probably a Regional record. Tufted Ducks included a female at Everett, Snohomish 6 Dec (vt, SM), the overwintering male at Bingen, Klickitat (WC, †CH), a female at Bingen 20 Feb (†T. Love), a male at Astoria, Clatsop 3 Feb-Mar (MP, ph. J. Woodhouse), and a male in Issaquah, King, 24 Feb (†CH); the Region averages about 2 per winter. Garfield's first White-winged Scoters were 2 at Lower Granite Dam 28 Jan (J. Lipar); the only other eastside report was one at Wanapum Pool 14 Feb (BF). Eight Long-tailed Ducks on the eastside this winter was well above normal. Questions as to the origin of a male Smew, well inland at Malheur 26-28 Feb, will undoubtedly vex the O.B.R.C. (m.ob.); there is only one previous Oregon record. There were a number of unusual hybrid waterfowl this winter including a Canada (probably Cackling) x Greater White-fronted Goose at Ridgefield 14 Dec (†TA), 2 male Northern Pintail x Mallards at Spencer I., Snohomish 17 Dec (SM) and 2 more at McNary N.WR., Walla Walla 22 Dec

SA - Washington had eight Red-shouldered Hawks this winter. To fully comprehend the importance of this occurrence, consider that Washington's first was during Dec 1979 and that state's 3rd was found as recently as Apr 1992. The expansion of this species' range into the Region began during 1971 in sw. Oregon (Hinny and Cornely 1985, Murrelet), and it has continued steadily since then. Red-shouldereds have been annual in Washington since 1992. Nonetheless, this winter's irruption was well beyond expectations. Immatures this winter included 2 at Ridgefield until 14 Feb (†A, JE) and singles at Everett throughout the winter (vt. SM), at Nisqually N.W.R. 17 Dec-mid-Feb (S. Nord, BSh, ph. RS), near Brady, Grays Harbor 15 Jan-Feb (GT, ph. RS), and at Steigerwald L., Clark 24 Jan (WC). Single ads. were at Ridgefield 10 Dec (JE) and Woodland, Cowlitz 11 Dec (JE). Will this species soon breed in Washington?

(MD, MLD), and a male Common x Barrow's Goldeneye at Ediz Hook, Clallam 15 Feb (†TA). Winter Ferruginous Hawks are very rare on the eastside away from se. Oregon, and they are casual on the westside. This winter, on the west side, one was at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 5 Jan (HN), and possibly the same bird was at nearby Cornelius 20 Jan (D. Lusthoff), while another was at Ridgefield 15 Jan (†RK). On the eastside, one was at Enterprise, Wallowa 10 Dec (PaS), and another wintered near Kahlotus, Franklin (TA). Fifteen Gyrfalcons were reported, including one exceptionally far s. near Klamath Falls, Klamath throughout the winter (KS); the Region averages about 11 per winter. Fifteen Prairie Falcons on the westside, 8 in Oregon and 7 in Washington, was also well above average.

Plovers through Woodpeckers
A number of wintering shorebirds was present in above-average to record numbers at Washington's Willapa Bay, perhaps a reflection of the relatively mild winter or possibly due to increased coverage (Table 1). A Mountain Plover at Ilwaco, Pacific 22 Dec-6 Jan was Washington's 3rd and the Region's 11th (†G. Fredericks, ph. RS, vt. SM, †EH, †CH); most previous Regional records have been on the westside between Nov and Mar. 
  [image: ]
This Mountain Plover spent the holidays at Fort Canby State Park, Ilwaco, and Pacific County, Washington. A state bird, it was photographed 26 December. Photograph by Ruth Sullivan.

Lesser Yellowlegs have become virtually annual during winter in Oregon but are still casual in Washington, with only one record during the previous eight winters. This winter in Washington, up to 2 were near Raymond, Pacific, 28 Dec-13 Jan (vt. SM, MD, MLD) and up to 3 were near Marysville, Snohomish 11 Feb-10 Mar (DB, DD, SM); in Oregon, one was at Coos Bay, Coos 16 Dec-4 Jan (AC, HH, TR)
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Single Spotted Sandpipers, casual during winter in e. Washington, were near Pasco, Franklin 27-28 Jan (C. & J. Johnson) and at Prosser, Benton 3 Feb (BW). The Blaine, Whatcom Long-billed Curlew remained until 10 Dec (SM, DD); this species is very rare during winter away from the outer coast. Two Marbled Godwits remained at Blaine until 28 Dec (TA), and up to 2 were near Sequim, Clallam 9-18 Dec (BN, G. Gerdts); this species is rare during winter away from the outer coast. Red Knots are not annual during winter, so one at Blyn, Clallam 17 Dec was noteworthy (BB). Least Sandpipers, very rare during winter in e. Washington, overwintered at Y.R.D., with a maximum of 10 on 5 Jan (BL, NL). The nominate-race Rock Sandpiper remained at O.S. throughout the winter (TA, RTS). Dunlin, very rare during winter in e. Washington, over-wintered at Y.R.D. and W.W.R.D., with a maximum of 143 at W.W.R.D. 29 Dec (MD, MLD). Single Short-billed Dowitchers were found at Tillamook 16 Dec (JG) and Nemah, Pacific 25 Dec (PtS); they are now almost annual during winter. A Franklin's Gull at Scappoose Bottoms, Columbia 27 Jan was about the 9th winter record for Oregon (MD, MLD). A first-year Little Gull was at Everett, Snohomish 2 Dec (†EH), and perhaps the same bird was at P.N.P. intermittently from 12 Dec to 1 Mar (VN); a second-year bird was at Tacoma, Pierce 14 Jan (J. Tangren). Three Heermann's Gulls were at Boiler Bay, and one was at Cape Foulweather, Lincoln 12 Dec (PP); they are now rare but annual during winter. A gathering of 3 Mew Gulls at Two Rivers Park, Benton 22 Dec was unusual for the eastside (DR). The Lesser Black-backed Gull returned to W.W.R.D. 29 Dec-12 Feb (MD, MLD) but wandered briefly to Groves Park, Benton 8 Jan (†BW, NL, DR); this bird provided Washington's first record last winter. A paltry 13 Glaucous Gulls were reported; the Region averages about 24 per winter. A remarkable 1,500 Black-legged Kittiwakes passed Boiler Bay 25 Feb (PP). Ancient Murrelets numbers were exceptional off the Olympic and Kitsap Peninsulas during Dec, with a maximum of 1,878 near Sequim, Clallam 18 Dec (fide BN). Snowy Owls appeared in above-average numbers, but this was definitely not an irruption year. Eleven were in w. Washington, 7 were in e. Washington, and 5 were in w. Oregon, the southernmost of which was at Eugene, Lane 27 Dec (fide TM). The Northern Hawk Owl invasion continued in Washington with singles near Custer, Whatcom 30 Dec-24 Feb (vt. SM) and near Bickleton, Klickitat 2 Feb (ph. BL, NL); prior to fall 2000, there were only about 11 Washington records, and the Whatcom bird was the first w. Washington record since 1924! Single Burrowing Owls in w. Oregon included one wintering near Salem, Marion (SD), another wintering at Baskett Slough, Polk (fide HN), and one at Medford, Jackson 26 Jan (DV); this represents a fairly typical winter. In e. Washington, where rare during winter, single Burrowing Owls were at Pasco, Franklin 7 Jan (PtS), Othello, Adams 21 Jan (BF), Pullman, Asotin 8 Feb (BW), and Rancho Reata 13 Feb (NL). Very rare during winter on the eastside, Anna's Hummingbirds were at Bend, Deschutes 18 Feb (DT) and Wenatchee, Chelan early Dec—mid Feb (M. & D. Baker). The hybrid Red-naped x Red-breasted Sapsucker returned to Ridgefield 17 Dec (TA). Red-naped Sapsuckers were at Dundee, Yamhill 25 Jan (S. Rinard) and near Williams 20 Dec (DV); they are rare during winter anywhere away from Klamath and are very rare w. of the Cascades at any time.

Flycatchers through Mimids
Black Phoebes continue their range expansion with singles at Milwaukie, Clackamas throughout the winter, near Dayton, Yamhill 21 Jan-18 Feb (FS), and near Klamath Falls, Klamath 6 Dec (FM); the latter bird provided the first east-side winter record in at least eight years. Ten Say's Phoebes in w. Oregon was more than twice the usual total. Single Tropical Kingbirds, holdovers from this fall's invasion, were at Floras L., Curry 3 Dec (TJW), near Port Orford, Curry 4 Dec (TJW), and at O.S. 4 Dec (BN), there are only two previous Regional winter records, both from s. Oregon during Dec 1997 Loggerhead Shrikes, very rare during winter on the westside, were at the Sixes R., Curry throughout the winter (TJW) and at Brownsville, Linn 28 Jan (D. Copeland) Loggerheads are also rare during midwinter in e. Washington, so one along Crab Creek, Grant 24 Jan was noteworthy (BF, RH). Two Blue Jays were in e. Oregon, and 7 were in e. Washington, including 4 in Spokane during late Jan (S. Hagen); the Region averages 7 per winter. First found during Nov, the Black-billed Magpie at Monmouth, Polk remained through the winter (J. Geier); magpies are very rare on the westside. A Tree Swallow at Wilson State Wildlife Area 26 Jan was a couple weeks early (D. Budeau) Two Rough-winged Swallows at Ankeny N.W.R, Marion 10 Dec (NW) were more than two months late, while one at Albany, Linn 3 Feb was about two months early (J. Geier). Four Barn Swallows were in w. Oregon and 9 in w Washington; this species is surprisingly regular during winter, even in Jan and Feb. More than 20 Mountain Chickadees remained in w Oregon after this fall's irruption. A Rock Wren, extremely rare during winter on the westside, was at Newport, Lincoln throughout the winter (J. Metzler). Continuing this species' range expansion on the eastside, a Bewick's Wren near Clarkston, Asotin 24 Feb was nearly in Idaho (M. Koliner). Two American Dippers were near Pasco, Franklin 18 Dec-29 Jan (MD, MLD), though widespread in the Region, this species has only been seen twice before in the well-birded Lower Columbia Basin. The Cutler City, Lincoln Blue-gray Gnatcatcher remained until 6 Dec (A. Scmierer, SD), and another was found in Portland 21 Dec (S. Replin); gnatcatchers are very rare during winter in the Region, and both birds were nw. of this species' breeding range. Mountain Bluebirds are rare during midwinter in e. Washington, so 4 along Crab Creek, Grant 24 Jan were noteworthy (BF, RH) Washington Northern Mockingbirds were in W Richland, Benton 10 Jan-1 Feb (R. Hinz) and near Chehalis, Lewis 30 Jan (fide BSh); 7 more were in w. Oregon, representing an above-average winter.

Warblers through Finches
Single Nashville Warblers, very rare during winter, were at Riverside, Coos 31 Dec (D. Irons) and Central Pt., Jackson 10 Feb (N. Barrett). A Yellow Warbler at Neah Bay, Clallam 3 Dec provided Washington with its 2nd winter record (SM, DO). A Cape May Warbler at Gold Beach,
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Curry 4 Feb into Mar was about the 12th for Oregon and the first for winter (N. Barrett, CD, ph. DT). A Black-throated Gray Warbler was at Floras L., Curry 25 Feb (C. Lawes, M.A. Sohlstrom); the Region averages about one every other winter. Even rarer was a Hermit Warbler at Astoria, Clatsop 24 Dec-13 Jan (TT) and another at Corvallis, Benton 19 Jan–Mar (A. Ansell). A Townsend's x Hermit Warbler at Sumner, Pierce 31 Jan may be the first ever in the Region during winter (†C. Wright). Palm Warblers are not annual away from the outer coast, so one in Seattle that overwintered was noteworthy (KA). A Common Yellowthroat overwintered at Everett, Snohomish (DB), another was at Bay Center, Pacific 31 Dec (RTS), and one was near Snohomish 27 Jan (D. Froehlich); yellowthroats are very rare in Washington after Dec. Three Wilson's Warblers were found this winter, below last winter's 5, but well above average: Sauvie I. 10 Dec (DMa), Grants Pass, Josephine 18 Dec (DV), and Monmouth, Polk 4 Jan (M. Meikle). A Summer Tanager at Cedar Mill, Washington 10 Jan–Mar was about the 10th for Oregon and furnished the 2nd Regional winter record (M. Conners, K. Kopacek, ph. DT). Single Western Tanagers in Seattle 4 Jan (KA) and near Sequim, Clallam 9 Dec (E. Kridler) provided Washington's 4th and 5th winter records. A Green-tailed Towhee at Ledgewood Beach, Island, 16 Dec-1 Jan furnished Washington's 3rd winter record and was also the 3rd for w. Washington (†K. Barker, vt. SM). American Tree Sparrows are not quite annual in w. Oregon, so one at Basket Slough, Polk 2 Dec (K. Patterson) and 2 at F.R.R. throughout the winter (L. McQueen, A. Prigge) were noteworthy. A winter record 13 Chipping Sparrows were near Hillsboro, Washington 11 Jan (PaS), while a single was near Corvallis, Benton 5 Feb (M. Cutler, PV); Chippings are barely annual during winter. A Clay-colored Sparrow at Frenchman's Bar, Clark 14-30 Dec provided w. Washington with its 14th record (TA, BSh). In Oregon, singles were near Dayton, Yamhill 2 Dec (FS), at Warrenton, Clatsop 17-25 Dec (TT), and near Newport, Lincoln, 25 Dec (C. Philo); there are now about 40 winter records for the Region, nine of which accrued during the last two winters Single Lark Sparrows were near Monmouth, Polk 26 Dec (M. Cutler, PV) and at Salem, Marion, .6 Jan (SD); they are very rare during winter away from the Rogue R. valley. Probably setting a record early arrival date for Washington were 2 Sage Sparrows at Saddle Mountain and one at Wahluke Slope, both Grant, 3 Feb (H. Brunkal, M. Jacky, BF); the first are usually found in late Feb. A concentration of 125 Savannah Sparrows near Vancouver, Clark 14 Dec set a new Washington winter record (TA). A Grasshopper Sparrow at Provolt, Josephine 23 Dec provided about the 4th Regional winter record (DM, J. Bischoff). Slate-colored Fox Sparrows are very rare at best during winter, so singles at Bateman I., Benton, 7-8 Dec (NL, BW, BL) and at N. Richland, Benton throughout the winter (BW) were noteworthy. Swamp Sparrow numbers were very low, with only 8 in Oregon and 3 in Washington; Washington reports included singles near Snohomish 9 Dec (SM), at Snohomish 16-17 Jan (K. Knittle, TA), and at Bingen, Klickitat 27 Jan (BL). White-throated Sparrow numbers were above average, with 29 reported from Washington. Twelve Harris's Sparrows were recorded in Washington, and 10 were found in Oregon; the Region averages about 15 per winter. Six McCown's Longspurs at Lower Klamath N.W.R. 19 Feb–Mar furnished Oregon's 5th record and the first since 1990 (N. Barrett, FM, †CM & MM); three of the previous records were also from Klamath. A bird closely resembling a Snow x McKay's Bunting was among a flock of 30 Snow Buntings at Midway Beach, Pacific 13 Feb (ph. S. Mills); there are three records of apparently pure McKay's from Washington. Single Black-headed Grosbeaks were in Portland throughout the winter (A. Shalas) and at Brookings, Curry 8 Jan (DM); there are fewer than 10 Regional winter records. A male Tricolored Blackbird near Vancouver I., Clark 13 Dec was likely one of the 3 seen there in Nov (TL). A Yellow-headed Blackbird was near Vancouver L., Clark 31 Dec (BSh), 45 were at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla 10 Dec (L. Fritz, W. Heinz), and 14 were at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 31 Dec (MD, MLD); they are barely annual during winter in Washington. A Rusty Blackbird at Gold Beach, Curry 2 Feb–Mar was only about the 11th for Oregon (CD), but one at Iowa Beef 31 Dec was in se. Washington, where nearly annual (MD, MLD). Washington's long overdue 2nd Great-tailed Grackle was at Stanwood, Snohomish from 7 Jan–Mar (†AK, M. Donahue, vt. SM); later evidence revealed that this bird had actually been photographed on 2 Sep 2000 (ph. R. Canniff). Washington's first was found eating french fries in Yakima during May 1987 (Stepniewski 1999, The Birds of Yakima County). Bullock's Orioles are not annual during winter, so singles at Brookings, Curry, in late Dec (NW) and in Portland during Jan (D. van den Brock) were noteworthy. Eight White-winged Crossbills at Santiam Pass 23 Feb were the only members of this erratic species seen in Oregon (SS), while 5 at Mt. Spokane, Spokane 27 Feb (M. Moskwik) and one at College Place, Walla Walla 10 Feb (fide MD) were the only ones in Washington.

Addenda
A recent meeting of the Washington B.R.C. added these sightings to the Washington record-book: A subad. Short-tailed Albatross off Edmonds, Snohomish 27 Apr 1997 was Washington's 2nd in modern times and is still the only one from near shore (†DD). An alternate-plumaged Long-billed Murrelet was found by Marbled Murrelet surveyors at the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam 16 Aug 1995 (†M. Nixon); notably, these observers, who are exquisitely familiar with Marbleds, described this bird's call as being "higher pitched" and "more singular—not a drawn out `Keeeer' like a Marbled." There are now 5 Washington records of Long-billed Murrelet. A Horned Puffin was close to shore at Dungeness Spit, Clallam 21 Aug 2000 (†E. Sigda); most Regional summer records are near shore. Washington's 2nd Yellow Wagtail, apparently an ad., was at O.S. 14 Sep 2000 (†R. Simons); the timing of this record fits well with others from s. of Alaska but may be only the 2nd such ad. (Heindel 1999, Birders Journal 8:182-193). A Tennessee Warbler at Skagit W.M.A. 7 Sep 1997 was about Washington's 9th (†SA).
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Spring Migration, 2001

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven G. Mlodinow, Gerard Lillie, and Bill Tweit
This spring was a daunting season to report. First of all, the parade of rarities that started about two years ago continued. For the seventh season of the last nine, there were first state records, this time including two potential firsts for the Region: Little Curlew and Eastern Towhee. Additionally, there were a total of 26 sightings deserving boldface, involving 20 species—a flood of vagrants far beyond that encountered during any recent spring. Compare these totals to spring 1997, when only five species were boldfaced, and spring 1995, when there were only four. The reasons for the upsurge in rarities during the last two to three years are unclear. The increasing number (and avidity level) of birders is certainly part of the story, but there must be more. Maybe we've just been exceptionally lucky of late. This spring, however, provided far more for the discriminating student of birdlife than mega-rarities. Consider this list: American White Pelican, White-faced Ibis, Swainson's Hawk, Black-necked Stilt, Wilson's Phalarope, Forster's Tern, and Black Tern. These interior species exploded onto the westside, mostly in unprecedented numbers, and several from this list saw a dramatic increase on the eastside as well. Though increases in White-faced Ibis and Black-necked Stilt could be attributed to an upswing in local breeding populations, this cohort of species strongly suggests a movement from the northern Great Basin into our Region, most likely due to drought. There were other "invasions" as well. Indigo Buntings and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were widely reported, and Eurasian Wigeon were found on the eastside in numbers more typical of the westside. Finally, reports of Manx Shearwaters and Tricolored Blackbirds continued to increase

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); L.K.N.W.R., (Lower Klamath N.W.R , Klamath); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R , Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos), O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor), Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark), W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA) "Eastside" and "Westside" denote the areas to the east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL
The peak count of Red-throated Loons at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, was 1,500 on 6 Apr, while the peak for Pacific Loons there was 8,000 on 10 May (PP). A Pacific Loon at Priest Rapids 22 May was quite late for the eastside (M. Bentley). A well-described Arctic Loon was seen by an experienced observer near Sequim, Clallam 31 Mar (N. Ball); this follows about 3 this winter in nw. Washington. A tally of 204 Common Loons at Wickiup Res., Deschutes 15 Apr was extraordinary for an inland site (CM, MM). Yellow–billed Loons included one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 5-12 Mar (DP) and a late bird at Boiler Bay 10 May (DMa). Only 2 Clark's Grebes were reported on the westside away from F.R.R., a bit below average: Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 1 Apr (HH) and Tulalip Bay, Snohomish 9 May (DB). Laysan Albatross continues to be a regular part of the Regional pelagic avifauna: singles were off Newport 24 Mar and 5 May (GG) and off Westport 6 May (BL). Northern Fulmar numbers were low, averaging <100 per trip. Flesh–footed Shearwaters are now rare during spring, so one off Newport 5 May was noteworthy (GG). Continuing their apparent expansion into the ne. Pacific, Manx Shearwaters were again in evidence this spring. One off Westport 24 Mar was the Region's earliest ever by about two weeks (RTS, †BTw, †SM), and 2 were off Westport 6 May (BL). From shore, singles were seen at Boiler Bay 9-10 May (†PP) and Ecola State Park, Clatsop 26 May (DMa). Additionally, one to 2 Manx/Black–vented Shearwaters were at Boiler Bay 10-11 Apr (†FP). The
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Region's first Manx was not identified until 1990. Now, 6 or more per year is not an unusual count. A Leach's Storm-Petrel off Newport 24 Mar was a month early (T. Shelmerdine). American White Pelicans numbers on the westside have been slowly increasing over the last decade, but this spring saw an enormous influx during mid-to-late May, with a top count in w. Oregon of 16 at Tillamook 19-20 May (CR) and a maximum in w. Washington of 81 at Lummi Bay, Whatcom 28 May (V. Shahan). Two Snowy Egrets were at the W.W.R.D. 9 May (†BTw); they have increased over the past 10 years and are now annual in Washington. Cattle Egret numbers were a bit above average with one near Burns, Harney 28 May (DH, AE), 4 near Lakeview, Lake 27 May (DT), and one at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 14 May (MD, MLD). Green Herons are rare on the eastside away from Klamath, so one at Page Springs, Harney 19-20 May was noteworthy (AC, HH). "Stumpy" the one-footed Emperor Goose, remained throughout the spring at Pt. Angeles, Clallam (S. Pink). A Blue Goose, very rare in the Region, was near Stanwood, 

SA - White-faced Ibis again irrupted into the Region. This spring, w. Oregon reporters didn't even try to estimate the total number of birds involved. Washington tallied at least 261 ibis, 132 of which were on the westside. To understand the significance of this, consider that only 231 White-faced Ibis had been recorded in Washington prior to 2000, 59 of which were from the westside. At least as surprising were 15 ibis found prospecting for nest sites at Kahlotus L., Franklin 25 May (BF, SM, BTw, RTS), with actual nest building noted 31 May (MD, MLD). The nearest breeding location is about 250 mi to the south! Washington records this spring included: 30 near Asotin 7 May (BW); 25 at Y.R.D. 9-11 May (BTw, BW); 26 near Long Beach, Pacific 11 May (RR); 15+ at Brady, Grays Harbor 11 May (K. Sable); 1 at Othello, Adams 13 May (RH); 10 at Columbia N.W.R., Grant 15 May (RH); 37 at Kahlotus L 17 May (DR); 48 at Hooper. Adams 17 May (BF); 21 at Ilwaco, Pacific 19 May (MP); 31 at Ridgefield 20 May (WC); one at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 21 May (W. Paulson, S. Nord); one at Kent, King 26 May (DB); and 15 at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 26 May (TA).

Snohomish 5-7 Apr (TA). Two Snow Geese at Sprague L., Adams 30-31 May were more than a month late (WH, JA). Five Ross's Geese were found on the westside this spring, perhaps a bit below average for the last decade, but well above pre-1990 numbers; in e. Washington, where also rare, 17 were at McNary N.W.R. 31 Mar (MD, MLD), with 5 remaining to 7 Apr (BN). Black Brant, typically rare away from saltwater, were seen at Woodland, Cowlitz 16 Mar (SM, RTS, BL), F.R.R. 19 Mar (DDW), Sauvie I./Ridgefield until 11 Apr (HN), and near Banks, Washington 14 Apr (HN). The winter's Whooper Swan was last seen on the Oregon side of L.K.N.W.R. 7 Mar (MM). Likely unprecedented were 26 Eurasian Wigeon on the eastside this spring, with a maximum of 5 at Columbia N.W.R., Grant 28 Mar (RH), including a very late bird at Stinking Water Marsh, Harney 27 May (PS). Extremely rare for the eastside were single Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal at Y.R.D. to 12 Mar (RF) and at Othello, Adams 25 May (BF); the latter bird was also probably the latest ever for the Region. On the westside, reports of this subspecies remain high, totaling 9 pure birds (latest on 2 May) and 5 hybrids. Tufted Ducks were at Hatfield L., Deschutes 23 Mar-8 Apr (TR, DDW), Astoria, Clatsop until 20 Mar (TT), and Hoquiam, Grays Harbor 7-8 Apr (PtS, DB); the Region averages about 2 per spring, and eastside records away from the Columbia R. are most unusual. A concentration of 20,000 Surf Scoters at Pt. Whitehorn, Whatcom 5 May furnished the best Regional tally in years (fide TRW). A Surf Scoter at Vantage, Kittitas 12 Mar was the only eastside report (CW). A Long-tailed Duck near Bridgeport, Douglas 20 May-9 June was likely the latest ever on the eastside (ph. R. Hendrick). The only other eastside Long-tailed Ducks were 2 near Asotin 7 Mar, with one remaining until 13 Apr (C. Vande Voorde, J. McCormick).

HAWKS THROUGH TERNS
A White-tailed Kite at Summer L., Lake 28 May was in e. Oregon, where very rare (D. Haller, S. Haller). The Spencer I., Snohomish Red-shouldered Hawk was last seen 21 Mar (DB), while another was over Naselle, Pacific 21 May, providing Washington with one of its latest spring records (†A. Richards, †A. Musche). For the 2nd consecutive spring, Swainson's Hawks invaded the westside, where normally extremely rare. Singles were at O.S. 14 Apr (PWS), near Snohomish 3 May (SM), Eugene 9 May (DDW, B. Bumstead), Crocker L., Jefferson 11 May (B. Sundstrom), and Scatter Creek, Thurston 12 May (BTw). A bird appearing to be a typical Prairie Merlin was on Fir I., Skagit 22 Apr (v.t. SM, DD); this race is probably very rare to extremely rare in the Region. There were 8 Gyrfalcons this spring, including a late bird near Quincy, Grant 8 Apr (DS); the Region averages about three records per spring. A Common Moorhen was at Elk R., Curry 16-17 May (†TJW) to be followed by a pair courting at Malheur 27 May-2 June (RK), there are only about 10 previous Oregon records, mostly from May-June and mostly from Malheur. Five Pacific and 2 American Golden-Plovers this spring was about average. Single Pacifies were at Bandon, Coos 9 May (TR), N.S.C.B. 12 & 18 May (TR), Clatsop Spit 21 May (TT), and near Sequim, Clallam 9 May (TA, S. Gerstle). Americans were at N.S.C.B. 4 & 9 May (TR). Black-necked Stilts continued their apparent range expansion, with unprecedented numbers in e. Washington and on the westside. The previous spring high count for Washington of 51, set just last year, was exceeded by tallies of 100+ at Iowa Beef, Walla Walla 25 May (TA) and 76 at Othello, Adams 25 May (SM, CB) In w. Oregon, where normally rare, 12 were reported from 6 locations 23 Apr+. In w Washington, where normally very rare, reports included 7 near Westport 9 Apr (G Wiles), 2 at Crockett L., Island 26 Apr (TA, SM), up to 15 at Ridgefield 8-29 May (BTw), one near Sequim, Clallam 9 May (S. MacRobbie), and one in Redmond, King 13 May (D. DeSilvis). The Island and Clallam birds provided first county records. Three American Avocets returned to Crockett L , Island, where they bred last year, by 13 May (SM, KA), and 2 were at L. Sammamish, King 26 May (P. Burr). In w. Oregon, where rare, avocet reports included 2 at N.S.C.B. 25 May (DL, KC) and one at F.R.R. 29 May (DDW). A tally of 20 Lesser Yellowlegs near Snohomish 3 May was probably the highest ever for Washington during spring (SM), while 21 at Clatsop Spit 30 Apr was very high for spring in Oregon (TT). Eighteen Solitary Sandpipers this spring (mostly 19 Apr-13 May) was below the recent average of about 26 per spring; 5 were in Washington and 13 in Oregon, including a late individual near suitable breeding habitat at Olallie Meadows, Marion 27 May (SD). Two Willets at the W.W.R.D. 9 May (BTw) and one at Sprague, Lincoln 11 May (JA) provided the first spring e. Washington records since 1997. A Little Curlew at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific 6 May was the Region's first and about the 6th for North America (†SM, †RTS). A Whimbrel at 
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Othello, Adams 25 May provided e. Washington's first spring record in >8 years (SM, CB, BF). A Long-billed Curlew was at F.R.R. 6 May (S. Gordon); they are rare on the westside away from the coast. Eastern Washington's 2nd Black Turnstone was at Y.R.D. 15-16 May (BL, NL); the first was at Quincy, Grant 24 Aug 1997. A Red Knot was at Summer L., Lake 27 May (RG), and 5 Sanderlings were at W.W.R.D. 9-10 May (BTw), both species are very rare during spring on the eastside. Five Semipalmated Sandpipers 25 Apr-14 May was a smidgen above the average of 4 per spring. The only Baird's Sandpiper was at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln 14 Apr (JA); the Region averages 3-4 per spring. Five Pectoral Sandpipers this spring 16-22 May was better than average. The nominate Rock Sandpiper at O.S. was last seen 10 Mar (DB). Last year, Oregon's 4th spring Ruff was at L.K.N.W.R; this year, single Ruffs were there 3-10 Apr (DH, †KS) and 1 May (KS). Wilson's Phalaropes were unusually widespread on the westside, with a maximum of 22 at Baskett Slough, Polk 16 May (D Faxon). An impressive 20,000 Red-necked Phalaropes moved past Boiler Bay, Lincoln 9 May (PP). Jaeger numbers were very low; only 6 Pomarines and one Parasitic were found on pelagic trips. The smelt run on the lower Columbia R. was the best in years, and attending this bounty were large numbers of gulls, including 5,000 Mews and 3,300 Herrings at Woodland, Cowlitz 16 Mar (SM, BL, RTS); these tallies represented record or near-record numbers. This spring's incursion of Franklin's Gulls along the coast was likely unprecedented. Singles were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 28 Mar, 6 Apr, and 23 May (PP) and at Tillamook Bay 13 May (CR); in addition, 2 were at Astoria, Clatsop 12 May (MP) and 3 at Boiler Bay 19 May (PP). In e. Washington, where barely annual during spring, 5 were at Jamison L., Douglas, 19 May (DS) An imm. Little Gull was at P.N.P. 1-11 Mar (VN), and an ad. was there 11-20 Mar (VN), a fairly typical spring for this species. An ad Lesser Black-backed Gull at F.R.R. 17-21 Mar should provide Oregon's first record (†T. Snetsinger, AC, DDW). Three thousand Black-legged Kittiwakes at Boiler Bay 2 Mar provided an extraordinary count from shore (PP); pelagic numbers were also quite high in Mar and Apr (BTw). Casual in e. Oregon and perhaps unprecedented anywhere on the eastside during May, were single Black-legged Kittiwakes at Mel, Lake 5 May (G. Clark) and Frenchglen, Harney 27 May (C. Lakes, H. Horvath). Two Arctic Terns had returned to the tiny Everett colony by 9 May (DB). Another Arctic at O.S. 14 Apr was two or more weeks early (PWS). Forster's Terns irrupted onto the westside. In Oregon, 14 were at F.R.R. 23 May (D. Farrar), 2 were at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 21-26 May (EM), 2 at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 27 May (K. Sparkman), and 2 at Baskett Slough, Polk 28 May (NW). In Washington, 2 were near Snohomish 28 May (SM, DD) and 3 at Camas, Clark 24-27 May (N. Wendt); this species has been recorded on the westside during only two of the previous six springs! Another eastside species, Black Tern, is typically a rare-but-regular stray to the west. This year, 20 Blacks had arrived at F.R.R., their only westside breeding location, as of 9 May (HH), and 33 others were seen in w. Oregon 13-31 May, including 14 at Baskett Slough 29 May (RG). In w. Washington, one was at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 15 May (B. Shelmerdine), 3 were at Stanwood, Snohomish 22 May (DB), and 3 were at Ridgefield 20-31 May (WC); excluding F.R.R., about 6 Black Terns per spring is normal for the westside. The Marbled Murrelet concentration off P.N.P. peaked at 301 on 14 Mar (VN). Cassin's Auklet numbers remain low, with a peak pelagic count of only 48 off Newport 22 Apr (GG); 200 off Neah Bay 12 May, however, provided a good near-colony count (S. Horton).

OWLS THROUGH THRASHERS
There were 8 Snowy Owls this spring, including a late bird near Boardman, Morrow 4 Apr (CC, JC) and an extraordinarily tardy individual near Vernita Bridge 25 Apr (ph. DG). A Northern Hawk Owl near Leavenworth, Chelan 7 Mar provided the 6th record since Oct of this very rare visitor (†J. Lehmkuhl). The only westside Burrowing Owl was the wintering bird at Baskett Slough, Polk, which remained until 4 Mar (RG). A White-throated Swift was in nw. Oregon, where casual, at Cape Meares, Tillamook 5 May (W. Gross). Rare in w. Oregon was a Black-chinned Hummingbird at Eugene 13 May (LM). An early Costa's Hummingbirds was near Medford, Jackson 21 Mar (DV), followed by 4 elsewhere in w. Oregon during May; Oregon averages about one per spring. There were only 3 Calliope Hummingbirds on the west-side this spring: Eugene 15 Apr (LM), Silverton, Marion 19 Apr (P. Reid), and Washougal, Skamania 2 May (WC); last spring there were 16. The status of Broad-tailed Hummingbird in Oregon is not clear, but the species is probably regular in the far e. parts of the state. A male at Sisters, Deschutes 23 May clearly did not fit that pattern (J. Gerke), while another male at Salem 1 May provided the first westside record (JL) A Lewis' Woodpecker was at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston 6-15 May (CW), w Washington averages one per spring. A Western Wood-Pewee at Skagit W.M A 26 Apr was more than two weeks early and provided Washington with its 5th Apr record (SM, TA). Willow Flycatchers were again found in early May this year, with singles at Klamath Falls 2 May (DH), Portland 7 May (JG), Gresham, Multnomah 7 May (T. Jones), and a singing bird at Othello, Adams 6 May (BF); the bulk of the Region's Willow Flycatchers arrive in the last week of May and first week of June. Single Least Flycatchers were at Fields, Harney 26 May (AC, HH) and Everett 30 May (DB), plus 4 were at Hardy Canyon, Yakima 27 May (DG, PtS); the Region averages about two per spring, mostly during late May. Hopefully, Hardy Canyon will be checked for signs of breeding activity this summer. Rare for w. Oregon was a Gray Flycatcher at Eugene 29 Apr (S. Gordon), almost all westside records are from late Apr and May. A cooperative and calling Dusky Flycatcher at Rockport, Skagit 29 Apr was w Washington's earliest ever by more than 10 days (SM, DD, GT); 4 Duskies near Portland during early May were also unusual Washington's 5th Eastern Phoebe was at Leavenworth, Chelan 24 May-June (K. Haire, B. Lambert, †MR); Washington's 3rd and 4th were recorded just last year 27 May-3 June Six Say's Phoebes, 3 per state, were on the west-side 23 Mar-21 Apr; the Oregon tally was fairly typical, but Washington averages only about one per spring. An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Eugene 13 May was n. of that species' usual range in w. Oregon (LM) Western Kingbirds at Mt. Vernon, Grant 8 Mar (S. Enright) and Monument, Grant 10 Mar (T. Hunt) were about five weeks early for Oregon. Eight Western Kingbirds at Cape Blanco, Curry 4 May provided an excellent count for the westside (DM), and a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher there 12 May was about the 14th for Oregon, most of which have been during May or Nov (ph. TJW). Loggerhead Shrikes were near Port Angeles, Clallam 21 Mar (BN), Detroit Flats, Marion 24 Mar and 20-21 Apr (SD), and Cape Blanco 3 May (TJW); the westside averages about 3 per spring. Plumbeous Vireos are reported annually during late May and early June from se. Oregon but are rarely documented. One at Fields, Harney 23 May was from a typical location (T. Shelmerdine), but one near Sisters, Deschutes 28 May was
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well nw. of most reports (†SS). A Gray Jay near Creswell, Lane 18 Apr provided a very rare Willamette Valley record (N. Strycker). The Redmond, Deschutes Blue Jay remained through Mar (S. Pierce), and one was at Richland, Benton 2 May (C. Simonen); the Region averages about 3 per spring. A Western Scrub-Jay in cen. Wheeler 12 May was well away from this species' usual range in Oregon and is likely a sign of continuing range expansion (T. Geier). The Monmouth, Polk Black-billed Magpie seems to be settling in, as it remained through May (S. Burgett); this species is very rare on the westside away from the Rogue Valley, and most records are from fall and winter. Three Rock Wrens, rare on the westside, were in suitable breeding habitat at Pyramid Rock, Clark 30 May (B. Shelmerdine). Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Redmond 7 May (K. Owen) and Gresham, Multnomah 6-13 May (W. Stone, B. Altman) were well n. of this species' usual range in s. Oregon. A Mountain Bluebird at O.S. 2 May was on the outer coast, where extremely rare, and about a month late for a westside stray (TA). Five Northern Mockingbirds in w. Oregon (4 Mar-6 Apr) was about normal, but only one was reported from e. Oregon: near Burns, Harney 13-15 May (W. & P. Bowers). The lone Washington mockingbird was at Richland, Benton 5-20 Mar (RF). A Sage Thrasher, very rare in w. Washington, was at Bothell, King 13 May (HO, J. Opperman).

SILKY-FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES
Oregon's 4th and 5th Phainopeplas were recorded from Camp Sherman, Deschutes 20 May (J. Wolf) and Bend, Deschutes 23-24 May (MJ. Meredith); Oregon's last record had been in 1987. A Tennessee Warbler was at Malheur 26 May (JG); they are annual in se. Oregon 20 May-15 June. Oregon's 12th Cape May Warbler remained at Gold Beach, Curry to 4 Mar (DL, KC). Palm Warblers are uncommon on the outer coast from Sep into Mar, but May records are very rare throughout the Region; this year singles were at Othello, Adams 6 May (BF), Ridgefield 8 May (H. Gilmore), and Tillamook 13 May (M Lofton, P. Bernardi). A Black-throated Gray Warbler was at Jackson Bottoms, Washington 9 Mar (D. Manzer), and a Hermit Warbler was at Eugene 25 Mar (LM); both were about a month early. Spring Blackpoll Warblers are not quite annual in Oregon, and most occur in the se. between mid-May and early June. This year one was at Upper Klamath L. 17 May (†DH), and another was on the outer coast at Lincoln City 29 May (PP). Black-and-white Warblers were at Fields, Harney 10 May (A. McGie), nw. Polk 12 May (B. Millikan), Hooper, Adams 14 May (†BF), and Klamath Falls 27 May (D. Robberson); the Region averages about 5 per spring, not including June. Washington's first Mourning Warbler was at Lyons Ferry St. Pk., Franklin 26 May (BF, †SM, †BTw, †RTS), while Oregon's 5th was at Malheur that same day (HH, MD). Oregon's 10th Summer Tanager remained at Cedar Mills, Washington until 4 Apr (C. Dubosch), to be followed by that state's 11th and 12th at Portland 7 May (JG) and Malheur 27 May (L. Goodhew). Washington's 2nd was at Ridgefield 26 May (†PWS); prior to June 1999, Oregon had only 6 records and Washington but one. Is this a sign of range expansion and/or a population increase? Eastern Washington's first Green-tailed Towhee away from the Blue Mountains was near Hatton, Adams 16 May (†CC, JC, BF). If accepted by the O.B.R.C., an Eastern Towhee in W. Linn, Clackamas 3 Apr would provide a first Regional record (†J. McMahon). American Tree Sparrows, very rare in w. Oregon, were at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 24 Mar (Mark Miller) and Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 14 Mar (T. Blount). Another at Sand Hills, Adams 14 Apr furnished Washington with its 3rd latest record (BF). A very rare spring migrant Clay-colored Sparrow was near Tampico, Yakima 12 May (DG). Eight Brewer's Sparrows were at Detroit Flats, Marion 20 Apr (SD); this is one of a few regular locations for Brewer's in w. Oregon, and summer records here have indicated possible breeding. A Vesper Sparrow in Benton 10 Mar tied the record early date for e. Washington (BL, NL). Lark Sparrows were at F.R.R. 15 Apr (AC), Detroit Flats 27 Apr (SD), and Gape Blanco, Curry 8 May (TJW); this species is rare in w. Oregon away from the Umpqua and Rogue Valleys, with most records being from Mar-June. Grasshopper Sparrows are almost never found during migration on the west-side, so one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 7 Apr (W. Hoffman) and another at Sauvie I. 13 May (I. Thomlinson) were exceptional, and the former bird may have been the earliest ever; others in Linn, Polk, and Lane were at known or potential breeding locations. The only spring Swamp Sparrow was at Monroe, Snohomish 11 Apr (TA). Rare for far e. Washington was a Golden-crowned Sparrow at Silver L., Spokane 31 Mar-1 Apr (WH, JA). One of the 6 McCown's Longspurs found at L.K.N.W.R. during Feb lingered to 4 Mar (PS, DT); Oregon had only four previous records. The Region averages about 3 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks each May. This May there were 4 in Oregon and 4 in Washington, all males. In Oregon, singles were at Twickenham, Wheeler, mid-May (B. Sharp), Bald Peak, Washington 10 May (K. Kirk), Port Orford, Curry 27 May (L. Miller), and near Sauvie I. 28 May (P. Davis). In Washington, singles were at Marrowstone I., Jefferson 24 May (ph. P. Fiedler), Creston, Lincoln 26 May (M Frobe), Machias, Snohomish 28-29 May (S. Jacobs, Y. Bombadier), Port Townsend, Jefferson 29 May (†R. Sikes). Lazuli Buntings are not annual in Washington w. of the Puget Trough, so singles at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor 28 Apr (D. Froehlich) and Orcas I., San Juan 31 May (G. Benton) were noteworthy. Indigo Buntings arrived in unprecedented numbers and early, with 6 m Oregon and one in Washington: near Burns, Harney 20 Apr (W. & P. Bowers, B. Cummings), Cape Blanco, Curry 29 Apr (TJW), near Fields, Harney 10-22 May (A McGie, D. MacDonald), Brookings, Curry 10 May (J. Bischoff, B. Stewart), Washougal, Skamania 17 May (†WC), Cape Blanco 22 May (TJW), and Millacoma Marsh. Coos 23 May (TR); there are only 10 previous Washington records and about 43 from Oregon. A female Bobolink at Seattle 1 June was about the 2nd for spring in w. Washington (†S. Terry), Tricolored Blackbirds returned to their only known Washington breeding location at Wilson Cr., Grant by 8 Apr (M Breece), with maximum counts of 20 males and 8 females before May's end (SM, CB) Small numbers were reported elsewhere in e. Washington, but only 3 males at Othello, Adams, 4 Apr (†B. Senturia) and one male near Alderdale, Klickitat 12 May (†S Johnston) were adequately documented In Oregon, out-of-range Tricolored Blackbirds were at N.S.C.B. 24 May (TR) and Fernhill Wetlands, Washington 11 Mar into June (W. Gross, HN, GG, m. ob.). Notably, the latter bird looked like a perfectly typical Tricolored but sang more like a Red-winged Blackbird and actually paired with a female Red-winged before disappearing in June. A Rusty Blackbird, rare but regular in Washington Nov-Mar, was at W.W.R.D. 10 Mar (AS, DG). A Common Grackle near College Place, Walla Walla 14 May was about the 6th for Washington (†MD, MLD), while one along the Deschutes R. in Wasco 24 Mar (E. Stone) was Oregon's 25th or so, 
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about half of the Region's records are from May. Washington's 2nd Great-tailed Grackle remained at Stanwood, Snohomish until 10 Mar (SM). Oregon's only Great-tailed was at Wood R. Wetlands, Klamath 13 May (KS); one or 2 per spring in se. Oregon is the norm. Washington's 4th Hooded Oriole was at Bothell, Snohomish 13-16 May (D. Yalowicki, †B. Bell, †MR, v.t. SM). Pine Grosbeaks are rare even during winter in the Columbia Basin, but 2 at Burbank, Walla Walla 29 Apr were unprecedented (D. & J. Johnston). Less unusual, but still noteworthy, was a pair near sea level at Sequim, Clallam 17 Apr (K. Wiersma). Three White-winged Crossbills at Mt. Spokane, Spokane 7 Mar provided the spring's only record of this mountain nomad (JA, WH).

Corrigendum
The Rose-breasted Grosbeak reported at Astoria 5 Apr 2000 was actually seen 4 May.

Addendum
Washington's 4th Black-backed Wagtail was at L. Sammamish, King 26 Nov (†M. Bailey).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Tom Aversa, Casey Beachell, David Beaudette, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Judy Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Don DeWitt (DDW), Steve Dowlan, Dennis Duffy, Anne Esche, Ruth Fischer, Bob Flores, Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gipson, Denny Granstand, Warren Hall, David Haupt, Hendrik Herlyn, Dan Heyerly, Randy Hill, Ray Korpi, Bruce LaBar, Bill LaFramboise (Columbia Basin), Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, John Lundsten, David Mandell (DMa), Larry McQueen, Ed McVicker, Craig Miller, Marilyn Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Peninsula), Hal Opperman, Michael Patterson, Diane Pettey, Phil Pickering, Craig Roberts, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Marcus Roening, Russell Rogers (WA), Owen Schmidt, Tom Sellers, Ryan T. Shaw, Stephen Shunk, P. William Smith, Kevin Spencer, Dan Stephens (Chelan), Andy Stepniewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Paul Sullivan (PS, E. OR), Todd Thornton, Greg Toffic, David Tracy, Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Terry R. Wahl, Nathaniel Wander, Charlie Wright, Bob Woodley.

Volume 55 (2001), Number 3  351


The Nesting Season, 2001

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow and Bill Tweit
This summer provided two main themes for Pacific Northwest birders. First, the influx of Great Basin species that began this spring and led to a number of unusual breeding attempts/records involving White-faced Ibis, Black-necked Stilt, Wilson's Phalarope, and Black Tern. Additionally, American White Pelicans were found on the westside in unprecedented numbers. The second theme involved vagrant "eastern" warblers. Eight species of these warblers were found this summer, the best such total in at least a decade. Most were in se. Oregon, as is usual. "Best Bird" honors goes to Malheur's Worm-eating Warbler, which was Oregon's second, and to Chelan's Northern Hawk Owl, a Regional summer first. Weather-wise, the westside was normal to wet this summer, but the eastside remained very dry.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA). "Eastside" and "westside" denote areas east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

[bookmark: _GoBack]LOONS THROUGH CRANES
A Horned Grebe nest was found at Mud L., Okanogan 6 Jul (AS); they are extremely rare breeders in Washington. Clark's Grebes are casual at best during summer in w. Washington (and rare at any time), so a concentration of 20 at Vancouver L., Clark 8-21 June was most astounding (WC, TA). A Short-tailed Albatross off Newport 24 Mar was about the 6th for Oregon and 8th for the Region over the last 50 years (ph. TS); most have been Nov-Jan. A Northern Fulmar was seen from shore at O.S. 14 Jul (PL); they are rare from shore in Washington, especially during summer. Offshore, numbers of fulmar averaged 85 per trip (TRW), indicating a poor summer. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers, however, were exceptional, averaging 175 per trip (TRW). Sooty Shearwaters often congregate just inside the mouth of Willapa Bay during late summer, but an estimated 200,000 on 13 Jul topped anything seen in recent years (PL), and a count of 27,500 off Westport 15 Jul (BTw) was also very high. Two Manx Shearwaters were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 22 June, and one was there 9 Jul (PP). Large numbers of American White Pelicans were still wandering around the westside this summer, with maxima of 70 at N. Portland 26 Jul (T. Clark), 45 at F.R.R. 27 Jul (DaF), and 30 at Vancouver L., Clark 21 June (TA, SG). Brown Pelican numbers this summer were the poorest in several years (HN, BTw); time will tell if they are late or if the autumn peak is truly low. A Snowy Egret at Everett, Snohomish 7 Jul provided Snohomish with its first record of this rare-but-annual summer visitor to Washington (v.t. BL, NL). A Green Heron, very rare in e. Washington, was at Bingen, Klickitat 16-17 June (WC, KK). As many as 13 White-faced Ibis remained at L. Kahlotus, Franklin until 13 June; some of these were carrying nest material, but the flock abandoned the area by the end of June (TA, BF, KK). The Port Angeles Emperor Goose survived another summer (PL). A tally of 44 Black Brant at Tillamook Bay 2 June was exceptional for summer (JG, OS). A male Eurasian Wigeon at Beulah Res., Malheur 16 June provided the first Regional summer record (J. Gatchett); this species is rare in e. Oregon at any time. A brood of Northern Shoveler, a rare breeder in Oregon, was at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 29 June (AC). Greater Scaup are very rare on the eastside during summer; this year, there were 3 at Lost L., Okanogan 2 June (BF) and 5 at L. Lenore, Grant 25 June (TA). Records of rare westside breeders included a brood of Lesser Scaup at Deer Lagoon, Island (SM, RR), two broods of Lesser Scaup at Stanwood, Snohomish (TA, SM, DD), and a brood of Green-winged Teal at Everett ( SM) Bufflehead broods were at L. Lenore, Grant 3 Jul and Baker L., Okanogan 4 Jul (PL); they are very rare nesters in Washington. A Common Goldeneye brood was among the many Barrow's at L. Lenore, Grant 25 June (TA); not only was that the Region's southernmost breeding record, but it comes from an area with no trees! The Barrow's here breed on the nearby cliffs. The robust Osprey colony at Everett, Snohomish boasted 23 nests with 54 young during mid-Jul (E. Schulz). Though increasing in the Region, Red-shouldered Hawks are still rare during summer n. of southernmost Oregon. Thus, singles near Halsey, Linn 20 June (AC), Coyote Cr., Lane 13 June (LM, D Arendt), and Spencer Cr., Lane throughout the summer (G. Clarke) were noteworthy Even more unusual was an ad. near Brady,
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Grays Harbor 22-31 July, which provided Washington's first summer record (ph. RS). Washington's 4th record of a northbound Broad-winged Hawk was near Joyce, Clallam 4 June (†DB). A Rough-legged Hawk near Ritzville, Adams 5 June was about six weeks late and may be the first ever for the summer season (BN). A California Quail in a subalpine meadow at 4,000 ft. in Marion must have been a wee bit confused (SD). One of this spring's Common Moorhens remained at Malheur until 18 Jul (CG). Twelve Sandhill Cranes, very rare during summer on the westside, were at Sauvie I. 1-16 Jul (M. Stern); 2 of these appeared to be Lesser Sandhills (HN).

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Neither golden-plover is quite annual during summer, though Pacifies are almost so. This summer, an American Golden-Plover was at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 13 Jul (T. Love), and single Pacifies were at Baskett Slough, Polk 16-19 June (M. Cutler, PVV) and N.S.C.B. 20 June (TR); mid-June records of golden-plovers are almost unprecedented. Eight ad. Black-necked Stilts hatched 3 young at Ridgefield (RS, PtS), and 2 ads raised 5 young at Baskett Slough, Polk (M. Cutler, H. Batchelder), providing the westside with its first breeding records. Additionally, 2 nonbreeding stilts were at F.R.R. 2-14 June (D. Brown, M. Maffei). Single American Avocets, very rare on the westside during summer, were at F.R.R. to 5 June (DDW) and Ankeny N.W.R., Marion 11 Jul (JL,). Solitary Sandpipers were unusually numerous this summer, with 13 reported, starting with 2 early birds at Riverbend, Pend Oreille 25 June (RAR) and peaking with 4 near Chesaw, Okanogan 21 Jul (BL, NL); the Region averages 4 per summer. An Upland Sandpiper was at N.S.C.B. 20 June (DL, KC, ___ this species is very rare on the westside at anytime and casual during summer A Whimbrel at Summer L., Lake 4 June was on the eastside, where very rare (RG). For the 4th consecutive summer, Bar-tailed Godwits were found in the Region, with 2 at O.S. 7 Jul (__, SM, DD, RR) and one remaining until 13 Jul (PL); Bar-taileds were formerly accidental as early as Jul. A late northbound Semipalmated Sandpiper was at Tenmile Cr., Coos 9 June (DL, KC), while a slightly early southbound individual was at Riverbend 25 June (RAR). A total of 45 southbound Semipalmateds was reported, a bit below average, with a maximum of 12 near Sequim, Clallam 15 Jul (SM, RR). Two Baird's Sandpipers at Baskett Slough 19 June furnished a highly unusual midsummer report (EM). Eight Pectoral Sandpipers this summer was well above average, and one w. of Othello 1 Jul was early (BL). An early southbound Dunlin was at Deer Lagoon, Island 14-28 Jul (SM, RR); another Dunlin was at Clatsop Spit 10 June (JG, OS), and 2 were at N.S.C.B. 9 Jul (TR). A juv. Stilt Sandpiper on Fir I., Skagit 28 Jul was three weeks early (ph. RS, PtS). A male Wilson's Phalarope performing distraction displays at Brady, Grays Harbor 7 Jul (SM) provided the first nesting evidence in w. Washington since 1975! This species was also found breeding in w. Oregon, where very rare: several nests were at Baskett Slough (RG), one pair nested at F.R.R. (DDW, D. Brown), and nesting may have occurred at Jackson Bottom (HN). Eight South Polar Skuas were seen on four pelagic trips off Westport (TRW)-excellent for mid-summer. Franklin's Gulls continued to wander the Oregon coast, with singles at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 29 June (PP), N.S.C.B. 4 Jul (DL, KC), and Brookings, Curry 13 Jul (DM). In e. Washington, one was at W.W.R.D. 1-2 June (KK) and 2 there 17 June (BL, NL); one was at Othello, Adams 5 June (BF); one was at L. Lenore, Grant 25 June (TA); and 2 were at Paterson Slough, Benton 30 June (BL, NL). Franklin's are barely annual during summer in e. Washington and extremely rare on the outer coast. A first-summer Little Gull was at Everett from mid-Jul-1 Aug; it was found dead on the last date (EH, *Univ. Puget Sound). Washington has only three previous summer records. A concentration of 7,000 California Gulls at Cultus Bay, Island 22 Jul was exceptional (SM, DD). Black-legged Kittiwakes, mostly subadults, summered in unusual numbers. Early concentrations were on the outer coast, with maxima of 250 at Clatsop Spit 10 June (JG, OS) and 200 near O.S. 1 June (PWS). Later, some moved into the Strait of Juan de Fuca, with a maximum of 75 at Sekiu, Clallam 15 Jul (SM, RR). Point Wilson, Jefferson furnished the most easterly record on 12 Jul (PL). An Arctic Tern, very rare on the eastside, was at Confluence S.P., Chelan 13 June (†DB); most eastside records are from fall. Very rare for the westside during summer was a Forster's Tern at Brookings, Curry 29 Jul (DM) and one at Vancouver L., Clark 20 June (TA, S. Gerstle). Eight Black Terns chose to summer at Ridgefield, building at least three nests and providing w. Washington's first breeding record (J. Engler, BTw). In w. Oregon, Black Terns occupied one of their two known nesting locations, F.R.R. (DDW). An Ancient Murrelet was at Boiler Bay, Lincoln 9 Jul (PP); this species is very rare during summer in Oregon. Although most pelagic species seemed to find good forage this summer, Cassin's Auklet numbers remained disappointingly low offshore, averaging 5 per pelagic trip (TRW). For the 4th summer of the last 5, Horned Puffins were found on the Oregon coast. One was at Cape Foulweather, Lincoln 23 May and 29 June (DFi, DP), and possibly the same bird flew by Boiler Bay 9 Jul (PP) Five Band-tailed Pigeons were near Chelan 7 June (M. Spencer); they are rare on the e slope of the Cascades. A Northern Hawk Owl was in seemingly appropriate breeding habitat near Sugarloaf Lookout, Chelan 1-12 Jul (F. deJong, DS); this is the Region's first summer record. Great Gray Owls are still rarely encountered in Washington, so one near Walker Cr., Okanogan 1 June was noteworthy (BF). A Costa's Hummingbird was at Indian Ford Cr., Deschutes 1 June (JL); Oregon averages about one every other summer. Three Acorn Woodpeckers near Lyle, Klickitat 7 June demonstrated that this species maintains its foothold in Washington (WC).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH MIMIDS
Least Flycatcher numbers were down this summer, with one near Juntura, Malheur 27 June (TS) and one along Maloy Rd., Yakima 9 June (KK); the Region has averaged about 9 per summer over recent years. Washington's 5th Eastern Phoebe remained at Leavenworth, Chelan until 26 June (SA, †MD, v.t. SM). An Ash-throated Flycatcher, casual during summer in w. Washington, was at Port Stanley, Island 18 Jul (†L. Falb); singles at Mt. Pisgah, Lane 6 Jul (D. Smith) and summering at Eugene, Lane (LM) were much closer to this species' usual range in sw. Oregon An Eastern Kingbird, extremely rare on Washington's outer coast, was on Tatoosh I., Clallam 6-7 June (RP, TWo). Nine Clark's Nutcrackers below 500 ft. elevation near Lyle, Klickitat 16 June were most unexpected, especially during summer (WC). Very rare in e. Washington, a Purple Martin visited Bingen, Klickitat 11 Jul (WC) New Bank Swallow colonies continue to be found on the westside, where currently very local about 10 birds were nesting near Auburn (B Pendleton), and 20 were nesting near Carver, Clackamas (ES). A recently discovered colony near Castle Rock, Cowlitz sported 75-100 nest burrows (J. Sheldon). A Mountain Chickadee in Redmond, King 17-31 Jul provided a possibly unprecedented summer lowland westside record (G. Oliver). A Rock Wren at Clatsop Spit 3 June was well away from breeding habitat and on the outer coast where extremely rare (TT). Broods of Bewick's Wrens near Elgin, Union, at Washtucna, Adams, and L Kahlotus, Franklin provided evidence of 

476 North American Birds, Winter 2001

continued range expansion (W. Stone, CC, SM, DD). A Canyon Wren, first found in Mar, remained at Beacon Rock, Skamania to 16 June (WC), and one was at Table Mt., Skamania 11 Jul (C. Chappell); this species is extremely rare in w. Washington. Five Northern Mockingbirds this summer, about average, included singles at Tatoosh I., Clallam 8 June (RP), near Six Prong, Klickitat 2-11 Jul (WC), at O.S. 13 Jul (A. Dean, PL, vt. BTw), Bayocean Spit, Tillamook 17 Jul (fide CR), and Falls City, Polk 26 Jul (B. Tice).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
A Virginia's Warbler was at Castle Rock, Malheur 16 June (J. Gatchett); they were first found summering in se. Oregon during 1998. Washington's 11th Northern Parula was a cooperative singing male at L. Ozette, Clallam 2 June-3 Jul (S. Gremel); seven of the previous 10 records were 30 May-13 Jul. One of the most peculiar finds of the summer was a male Yellow Warbler paired with a female American Redstart near Tenino, Thurston 20 June (P. Hicks). The redstart was subsequently found sitting on a nest, but sometime after 28 June the nest was abandoned, perhaps due to a severe storm. Redstarts are rare and very local breeders on the westside. There was a mini-invasion of Chestnut-sided Warblers, with singles at Malheur 10 June (M. & J. Rodegerdts), Catlow Valley, Harney 7 Jul (TM, A. Mickel), and Upper Klamath L., Klamath 11 Jul (J. Field); there are now approximately 40 Oregon records. A Magnolia Warbler was near Sublimity, Marion 17 June (JH, B. Thackaberry); there are now about 35 Oregon records, though relatively few from mid-summer. Similarly, Blackpoll Warblers are annual in Oregon but with relatively few mid-summer dates. Thus, one near Ashland, Jackson 16 June was noteworthy (R. Ketchum). Black-and-white Warblers were at Fields, Harney 3 June (TB), Brookings, Curry 1 Jul (DM), and near Agency L., Klamath 16 Jul (B. Wieland); the Region averages approximately 3 per summer. Oregon's 7th Prothonotary Warbler was banded at Upper Klamath L. 2 Jul (ph. B. Wieland); most previous records were 19 Aug-19 Oct, and this is the first for Jul. Oregon's 2nd Worm-eating Warbler was at Malheur 10-11 June (AC, HH); the previous state record was also at Malheur 16 Sep 1990 (Gilligan et al., Birds of Oregon). Washington's 16th Ovenbird was singing at Vancouver, Clark 15 June (†J. Johnson). Northern Waterthrushes again occupied their only known w. Oregon breeding site at Salt Cr. Falls, Lane (HH). A Yellow-breasted Chat near Camp Bonneville, Clark 1 Jul was the 25th in w. Washington since 1970 (WC); most have been late May-late June. Green-tailed Towhees in Washington are known to breed only at a few locations in the Blue Mts. A singing male near Copper Cr., Walla Walla 30 June was in the Blue Mts. but at a new location for this species (KA, SM). Green-taileds were also at their established site at Biscuit Ridge, Walla Walla (KK, BL, NL). A Clay-colored Sparrow was near Blueslide, Pend Oreille 25 June (RAR); this species is a very rare summer visitor to e. Washington, with most records from near Spokane. Even more unusual was a summer Clay-colored on the outer coast at Brookings, Curry 16 June (DM). Four Brewer's Sparrows at Big Meadow, Linn 5 Jul would suggest breeding nearby (RG), but one at F.R.R. 6 Jul was a very rare summer stray (V. Arnold, K. Fairchild); until recently, this species was considered strictly a vagrant on the westside. Two Black-throated Sparrows occupied their traditional site near Vantage, Kittitas 9 June-29 Jul, for the only Washington record this year (KK, BS, BL). A Lark Bunting near Eugene, Lane 11-24 June furnished Oregon with its 23rd or so record (DH); very few have been from midsummer. A Gray-headed Junco in the Trout Cr. Mts., Harney 9 June provided Oregon's 6th record (SD); a small breeding population likely exists in extreme se. Oregon, as nesting was confirmed in Malheur during 1999. For the 3rd consecutive summer, a Lapland Longspur was found on the Oregon coast: one was at Clatsop Spit 3 June (TT). There are now 7 Regional summer records. The spring's invasion of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks continued. Nine were found in Oregon, mostly in early and mid-June, well above the roughly 5-per-summer average. Washington, averaging only about one per summer, had 2: one near Port Townsend, Jefferson 1 June (P. Conklin) and another near Leavenworth, Chelan 23 June (†MD). A Lazuli Bunting near Lebam, Pacific 7 Jul furnished what is probably Washington's westernmost summer record (SM, RR, DD). Washington's 12th Indigo Bunting was at Roy, Pierce 10 June (†I. Holmquist); five of Washington's records have been during this and last May/June. In Oregon, an Indigo Bunting was near Alpine, Benton 17 Jul (E. Eltzroth); there are now about 50 Oregon records. Thirty Tricolored Blackbirds were still present at Washington's sole breeding colony near Wilson Cr., Grant 10 June (BS), and 3 remained until 23 June (BL, NL). A singing male Rusty Blackbird on Tatoosh I., Clallam 22-23 June was wholly unexpected (RP, TWo). Not only did it provide the Region's first summer record, but this species is casual on Washington's outer coast at any season.
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