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Autumn Migration, 1999
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Steven Mlodinow and Bill Tweit
Following an unpleasantly damp summer, fall was somewhat drier until mid-October. August rainfalls averaged above normal, mostly due to thunderstorm activity, so some areas were quite wet while others were rather dry. September, however, was exceedingly dry and October was drier than average. November saw a return to La Niña conditions with exceptionally heavy rainfall on the westside but dry to average conditions on the eastside. Temperatures were generally unremarkable until November, which was moderately warmer than normal throughout.  
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It was another spectacular fall for rarities, with 26 reports of birds warranting boldface. The most remarkable were the Region's first Eurasian Kestrel and Washington's first and Oregon's second Wedge-tailed Shearwater. Beyond mega-rarities, there were relatively few trends. Few east-side birds wandered west and vice versa. Migrants did not arrive early nor did they depart late. However, some changes were evident, most of them good. Common Murres, Sooty Shearwaters, and N. Fulmar, three seabirds relatively scarce over the last decade, seemed to rebound in 1999. Laysan Albatrosses continue to increase. The spate of vagrants from Beringia continued with a smattering of Horned Puffins in Oregon. Brown Pelicans arrived in large numbers again showing that their growing summer/fall numbers are not just a warm-water phenomenon. Among landbirds, Western Scrub-Jays continued to expand and reports of Clay-colored Sparrows continue to rise. Finally, Com. Redpolls invaded in the last weeks of November.

Abbreviations: eastside (east of the Cascade crest); F.R.R. (Fem Ridge Reservoir, Lane Co., OR); M.N.W.R. (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit, Coos Bay Coos Co, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Pt, Kitsap Co., WA) W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co, WA); westside (west of the Cascade crest); Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton Co., WA). 

LOOMS THROUGH DUCKS
Red-throated Loons, rare on the eastside away from the Columbia R., were at Wickiup Res., Deschutes, 3 Oct (PS) and Upper Klamath L., Klamath, 11 Nov (KS). Regular seawatching at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR, revealed high counts of 2,000 Red-throated Loons 17 Nov and 15,000 Pacifics 29 Oct (PP). Twelve Clark's Grebes on the westside, including four at Gold Beach, Curry, 25 Oct (DM), were well above average. Only two were in Washington, at Oak Harbor, Island, 31 Oct (SDs, RS) and P.N.P. 7 Nov (GR). Black-footed Albatross counts on 16 pelagic trips averaged 100 per trip, roughly normal (TRW, GG, MH). A fall record high 16 Laysan Albatross was reported. One was 65 mi w. of Sand L., OR, 19 Sep (GG, MH), the remainder off Westport, WA, with a total of nine 9-10 Oct (TRW). N. Fulmar numbers were large, averaging >1,000 per trip, with counts peaking in late August to mid-September: 1,103 off Depoe Bay, OR, 21 Aug (GG, MU) and 8295 off Westport 12 Sep (TRW). A N. Fulmar off Keystone 31 Oct was Island's first (SM, GT). The identity of a dark Pterodroma 65 mi w. of Clatsop Beach, OR, 19 Sep (†JG, OS) is under review. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers were low to normal, averaging ±100 per trip. Eleven Flesh-footed Shear-waters were reported, all off Washington, a better showing than the last two falls (TRW). Buller's Shearwaters averaged merely 30 per trip, with a peak of 113, the lowest fall numbers since 1994 (GG, MH, TRW). Sooty Shearwater counts were higher than most years this decade, averaging 2,000 per trip off Washington and peaking at 9,930 offshore 21 Aug (TRW). Counts from shore were high again, with 20,000 at Tokeland, Pacific, 1 Aug and at O.S. 5 Aug (SM, TA). Sooty and Short-tailed Shear-waters are rare from Port Angeles, Clallam, west. This fall, there was a Sooty off Keystone 31 Oct (SM, GT) and unidentified dark shearwaters at P.N.P. 26 Oct (VN) and off Keystone 31 Oct (SM, GT). Single Manx/Black-vented Shearwaters were at O.S. 1 Aug (SM) and Boiler Bay 9 Nov (†PP); given the recent spate of Manx records and the cool ocean temperatures this year, these birds were probably Manx. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were present in good numbers offshore, averaging 165 per trip off Westport (TRW). Am. White Pelicans continue to be unusually numerous on the westside, with one at Edmonds, Snohomish, 23 Oct (DD), two at Blaine, Whatcom, throughout the period (SM, DD), one at F.R.R. 26 Oct-30 Nov (A. Prigge), and one at Sauvie I. Aug—Sep (D. Robberson). Despite cooler ocean temperatures, large numbers of Brown Pelicans appeared and stayed late, with a maximum of 1,150 at Westport 22 Aug (SM, JF, SP) and 200 still there 4 Nov (GR). Few wandered into Puget Sound,
SA - Prior to 1998 there were only PS two accepted ABA records of Wedge-tailed Shearwater, both from California. Thus, discovery of a dead one near Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, 26 Mar 1999 was a complete surprise (D. A. Leal, Oregon Birds 25:961. The record was not unique for long, however, as another dark-morph bird was found dead this fall near Ocean City, Grays Harbor, 10 Sep (C. Wood, T. Haas, Univ. Washington Burke Museum 63735) and a live dark bird was 30 mi w. of Newport, Lincoln, OR, 2 Oct (†MH). At least two others have been reported from California in the past two years (N. Am. Birds 53:99, D. L. Shearwater). Do recent records reflect a real change in status, a temporary blip, or better observer awareness?
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with singles at P.N.P. 23-26 Sep and 22-24 Nov (VN). Twenty Cattle Egrets were on the westside, better than average, with a maximum of ten at Gold Beach, Curry, 18 Oct (DM), but only one in Washington, near Edison, Skagit, 11-14 Nov (TA). A Green Heron, rare in e. WA, was at Bateman I., Benton, WA, 30 Sep-5 Oct (NL, BL). Twenty White-faced Ibis in Crook, 15 Aug, were n. of that species range in se. Oregon (PS). Migrant Trumpeter Swans were at McNary Dam, Umatilla, 13 Nov (CC, JS) and Columbia N.W.R., Grant, WA, 20 Nov (RH); this species is rare on the eastside away from small introduced populations. A Snow Goose on Fir I., Skagit, 30 Aug, was six weeks early and may have been summering locally (SM, DD, JS). A Ross's Goose remained at Bandon, Coos, through Sep (DL, KC), one was at Sauvie I. 23 Oct and 18 Nov (RK, BS), and one was at Post Office L., Clark, 27 Nov (SM); previously casual, they are now rare-but-regular in Washington and w. Oregon. A Brant, rare away from saltwater, was at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, 26-27 Oct (TSu, F. Anderson). A count of 22 Eur. Wigeon at Dungeness Bay, Clallam, 31 Oct was exceptional for fall; counts of this magnitude are regular Dec–Mar (SM, GT). A King Eider at Seal Rock S.P., Lincoln, 9-25 Oct (L. Osis, m.ob.) was about the 12th for Oregon and the Region's earliest by two weeks.

FALCONIFORMES THROUGH PHALAROPES 
An Osprey at Woodland, Cowlitz, 27 Nov was six weeks late for Washington (SM). Red-shouldered Hawks continue to increase, mainly in w. OR; however, one at Bonney Butte Hawkwatch on Mt. Hood, in late Sep was unexpected (NP) and singles at Tumalo Res., Deschutes, 6 Sep and M.N.W.R. 10 Sep were in e. OR where rare (S. Kornfeld, MD). Another was in Washington, where not annual, at Steiger-mid L., Clark, 4 Sep (†WC). Hawkwatch International's counts are establishing Broad-winged Hawks as regular fall migrants along the Cascades. This season's reports included an amazing kettle of 60+ over Bonney Butte 29 Sep—more than the sum total of previous Regional records (D. Baccus, CH). Five others were there late Sep to mid-Oct, one was near Madras, Jefferson, 17 Aug (CH, DI, NP), and another was farther e. in Spokane 18 Sep (†JA, D. Mann). A Swainson's Hawk, casual on the westside, was at Edmonds 22 Aug (DD). A Gyrfalcon at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, 19 Sep was a month early (RG). More typical sightings included an ad. near Edison, Skagit, 7 Nov+ (SM, DD, ED), an imm. near Edison 31 Oct+ (ED), one near Davenport, Lincoln, WA, 18 Nov (JA), an imm. near Sequim, Clallam, 19-20 Nov (SDs), and an imm. near Banks, Washington, in late Nov (JG). Two Sage Grouse at FEALE 6 Nov, were in Benton, WA, where considered extirpated (NL, BL). A count of 750 California Quail at Burns, Harney, 27 Sep was impressive (PS). Am. Golden-Plovers had an average fall, with a Regional tally of 63. Pacific Golden-Plovers, however, were unusually scarce with only ±30 reported. Single Mountain 

SA - The Region's first Eurasian Kestrel was at Bow, Skagit, 31 Oct-11 Nov (BA, ED, M. Muller). This modestly underweight imm., probably male, was banded 3 Nov and showed no signs of previous captivity (BA). Other North American records include ±8 from Alaska (ABA Checklist 1996), ±4 between New Jersey and Nova Scotia, one from Bermuda (D. Wingate), and one from Alkali L., British Columbia, 10 Dec 1946 (Condor 87:294).

Plovers were near Flores L., Curry, 7 Nov (DL, KC) and Dunes Overlook, Curry, 16 Nov+ (DL,KC), Oregon's seventh and eighth records. Previous records were from the westside Dec–Mar. A Eurasian Dotterel at O.S. 20 Oct-5 Nov (†TA, ph., m. ob.) was the third for Washington and ninth for the contiguous United States, seven of which appeared 3-20 Sep. 
[image: ]
Representing only the third state record, this Eurasian Dotterel at Ocean Shores, Washington, 20 Oct-5 Nov 1999 (and photographed 22 Oct) also represented one of only ten records for North America away from Alaska, all on the West Coast from Washington south to northern Baja California. Photograph/Ruth Sullivan

A Black-necked Stilt at Lower Klamath N.W.R., Klamath, 27 Oct was the Region's latest ever (FM). Am. Avocets, rare on the westside, were at Tillamook, Tillamook, 30 Aug (W. Gross), Brownsville, Linn, 23 Sep (RG), Nehalem, Tillamook, 9-23 Oct (E. McVicker), O.S. 25 Oct (P. Hicks), Fernhill Wetlands, Washington, 16-25 Oct (PS), and Siletz Bay, Lincoln, OR, 23 Nov (PP). It was an average fall for Solitary Sandpipers, with 30 on the eastside and seven on the west-side, hut eight at Tucannon R. Fish Hatchery, Columbia, 11 Aug (MD, MLD) may be the largest concentration ever in Washington. A Whimbrel at Atkin's L., Douglas, Aug 29 was in e. Washington, where not annual (KK, PtS). Washington's 20th and 21st Hudsonian Godwits were at O.S. 27 Aug (GR) and Tokeland 26 Sep-10 Oct (†RSh). The Region averages ±2 Bar-tailed Godwits per fall. This year's included an ad. male at Tokeland 1-16 Aug (†SM, JF), an ad. female there 1 Aug-11 Sep (†SM, JF, GR), and an ad. at Bandon 11 Sep (DL, KC, PS). Marbled Godwits are rare away from the outer coast in Washington, so 22 at Dungeness Bay 9 Oct was noteworthy (B. Boekelheide). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Ridgefield N.W.R. 28 Nov was Washington's latest by two days (†M. & E. Palm); one at W.W.R.D. 26-29 Sep was only about the tenth for e. Washington (AS). Eight others were reported from the west-side 8 Sep-17 Oct, an above-average number. Stilt Sandpipers had a below-average showing with only 11 on the eastside and ten on the westside. Buff-breasted
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Sandpipers at Necanicum R. mouth, Clatsop, 31 Aug-1 Sep (TT), New R., Coos, 8 Sep (DM), and O.S. 11 Sep (BW) provided an average fall. A Ruff at Y.R.D. 6-13 Sep was only the eighth from e. WA (BW). Others were at Yaquina Bay 29-30 Aug Clatsop Beach, Clatsop, 2-3 Sep (B. O'Brien, TT), Siltcoos Creek, Lane, 2 Sep (S. Maulding, D. Petty), Bandon 13 Sep (T. Bray), N.S.C.B. 21 Sep (TR), O.S. 9 Sep (TA), and Oak Bay, Jefferson, WA, 2 Oct (D. Watkins); the Region averages ±three per fall Counts of both pelagic phalaropes continued a decade-long low, with only 23 Reds and 133 Red-neckeds on 12 trips off Westport (TRW).

SKUAS THROUGH WOODPECKERS 
A South Polar Skua, rare from shore, was at Boiler Bay 30 Sep (PP); 33 from pelagic trips was an above-average fall total (GG, MH, TRW). Pomarine Jaegers are now almost annual in Puget Sound, where formerly considered casual. This fall's include one from Edmonds, three from P.N.P., and one off Cultus Bay, Island (DD, VN, SM). Offshore, counts were low, totaling only 64, lower than some one-day counts in previous years (GG, MH, TRW). Parasitic Jaegers at Wanapum Dam, Kittitas, 30 Aug (SP, JF) and Y.A.D. 30 Sep (NL, DR) were along the eastside portion of the Columbia R., where rare in fall. A Long-tailed Jaeger, rare from shore, was at Tillamook Bay, Tillamook, 19 Aug (JG, OS). A total of 85 were found offshore, below the long-term average, but above 1993-1998 numbers (GG, MH, TRW). The only Franklin's Gulls in the Puget Sound region were singles at P.N.P. 5 Sep and 23 Oct (VN) and two at Stanwood, Snohomish, 13 Aug (K. Kemper), representing the lowest total in decades and part of a distinct decline over the past 10 years. The only one in w. Oregon was at Boiler Bay 21 Aug (PP) and the only one in e. Washington was at the W.W.R.D. 1-6 Oct (MD, MLD). A Little Gull returned to Summer L., Lake, 18 Sep—Oct (CM, MM); it is casual on the eastside. Three per fall has been typical on the westside, but one at P.N.P. 20 Nov was the only report (PtS, RS). A count of 1,950 Thayer's Gulls at Ediz Hook, Clallam, 6 Nov is likely the largest total ever for the contiguous U.S. (SM, GR, RR). An ad. Slaty-backed Gull at Tacoma, Pierce, 7-28 Nov was Washington's fifth and more than a month earlier than most Pacific Northwest records (†M. Donahue). A W. Gull at Y.R.D. 14 Nov was on the eastside where rare-but annual (NL, BL). Five Glaucous Gulls, all on the westside during Nov, provided the best fall showing since 1994. Sabine's Gulls averaged ±20 per pelagic trip, with a peak of only 85 off Oregon 19 Sep (JG, OS). An imm. Arctic Tern at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson, WA, 6-10 Nov was six weeks late and among the latest ever for the West Coast (ph. RR, SM, GR). Offshore, the season total of 151 was low, less than daily counts in good years. Forster's Terns were at Edmonds 1-6 Oct (DD) and P.N.P. 7-8 Oct (VN); they are now annual in Puget Sound, mostly Oct—Nov, considerably later than elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest. One on the outer coast, where rare, was at Charleston, Coos, 29 Aug (AC). Common Murre numbers were high after their first successful breeding season in a decade, with tallies of 1,000+ off Boiler Bay 4 Aug (PP) and 2,397 off Westport 7 Aug (TRW) including a large percentage of juvs. Two Long- billed Murrelets at O.S. 6 Aug were the fourth for Washington and first for the outer coast (†BS, †TS). The early fall date falls within the pattern of North American records. Xantus's Murrelets were found for the fifth consecutive fall, with two scrippsi off Westport 14 Aug (BT). A few early Ancient Murrelets were scattered along the Oregon coast throughout Aug (PP, NW, TR); they usually arrive in mid-Sep. Cassin's Auklet numbers were contradictory. Counts were good off Oregon, with maxima reaching 100+ (PP, MH), but poor off Washington, with most tallies in the single digits (TRW). Horned Puffins were at Bandon 3 Aug (J. Lenhard, B. Foy), near Cape Arago, Coos, 11 Aug (fide DL), and at Otter Rock, Lincoln, OR, 14 Aug (D. Fix); there have been ±90 in the Region in the past 20 years. Most live birds from land occur May—Aug but most at-sea or beached birds are Nov—May. A Band-tailed Pigeon at Sisters, Deschutes, 26 Nov (SS) was rare and late for the eastside. Washington's fourth White-winged Dove was at Tokeland 8 Oct (†I. McGregor). Previous records come from May, July, and November. Burrowing Owls, rare in w. Oregon, were at Cape Blanco, Curry, 13 Oct (TJW) and Salem, Marion, 18 Oct+ (SD). The only Snowy Owl was at Moses L., Grant, WA, 27 Nov (RH). Though not rare, Boreal Owls are rarely reported, so singles w. of Bend, Deschutes, 1-9 Oct (PS) and above Tollgate, Umatilla, 9 Oct (MD) were noteworthy. Twelve Black Swifts, rare on the Oregon coast, were at Cannon Beach, Clatsop, 24 Aug (B. Godfrey). The peak count of Vaux's Swifts at their traditional U. of Oregon, Lane, roost was ±17,000 on 8 Sep (B. Newhouse). A Calliope Hummingbird, rare on the outer coast, was at Astoria, Clatsop, 19 Sep (MP). Washington's third Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was an imm. at Sacagawea S.P., Franklin, 1 Oct (†MLD, MD); previous records are Dec—Mar.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRASHERS
A Least Flycatcher was banded on the outer coast, where casual, at Cape Blanco, Curry, 25 Aug (DL, KC). Another at Cove Palisades S.P., Jefferson, 12 Oct, was about a month late and in e. Oregon, where rare (DI). A Dusky Flycatcher at Wahluke Slope W.M.A., Franklin, 2 Oct was three weeks late and likely the latest ever for e. Washington (SM, CH). A Pacific-slope Flycatcher at Sisters, Deschutes, 16 Oct was a month late (A. Esche). A Black Phoebe near Klamath Falls, Klamath, 21 Nov was e. of its usual range in Oregon (FM). The only westside Say's Phoebe was at N.S.C.B. 2 Oct, a poor showing (TR). Washington's third and most northerly Vermilion Flycatcher was an ad. female on Fir I. 24 Oct-10 Nov (D. Gallup, †m.ob.); previous records were Dec—Mar on the westside. An Ash-throated Flycatcher n. of Royal City, Grant, WA, 26 Sep was slightly n. of its usual range and a month late (SM, GR, RRm). A migrant E. Kingbird was at Steigerwald L. 4 Sep (WC); though regular during spring on the westside, it is rare during fall. Single Tropical Kingbirds were at Port Orford, Curry, 12 Oct (NW), Cape Blanco, Curry, 15 Oct (TJW), Pistol R., Curry, 13 Nov (DM), and Pistol R. 20 Nov (DM), representing a typical fall but well down from the 23 during 1997 and 1998. There are ±70 Regional records. Two N. Shrikes at M.N.W.R. 10 Sep were three weeks early (MD). The only Blue Jays were at Sisters 25 Oct (fide SS) and Spokane 23 Nov (JA, W. Hall), a poor showing; 36 were found during the previous four falls and 20+ during fall 1994. W. Scrub-Jays continue to expand in se. Oregon, with two at Redmond, Deschutes, 19 Sep and four at Sisters 20 Sep (SS). Another near Government Camp, Clackamas, 24 Sep was near the 4,000-ft line and well out of normal habitat (DM), and one near Naches, 27 Aug was only Yakima's third (B. LaBar). Black-billed Magpies are rare in w. Washington and casual w. of the Puget Trough, so one at Port Angeles, Clallam, 1 Oct was exceptional (S. Grimel, S. Weinstein). A belated report of 60 Purple Martin nests at Ridgefield and Steigerwald L. was remarkable for this scarce regional breeder (TSu). A Cliff Swallow at Hammond, Clatsop, 25 Nov was at least six weeks late (KAl)
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A Rock Wren was at Steigerwald L., 12 Sep (WC); it is a rare fall migrant in w. WA. Washington's fifth Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was at Marymoor Park, King, 21-25 Oct (†M. Hobbs, †SM) followed by the sixth at P.N.P. Nov 10+ (†TA, †M. Roening); previous records were Nov—Jan, with three from the westside. Eight N. Mockingbirds was about average, with reports from Klamath, Coos, Lane, Clatsop, Adams (Washington), and Snohomish, all after 26 Sep. A Gray Catbird, rarely seen during migration, was at Bateman I., Benton, WA, 24 Aug (NL, BL). Washington's fourth Brown Thrasher was on Tatoosh I., Clallam, 8-9 Sep (ph., T. Wootton) followed by the fifth at Wahluke Slope W.M.A., Grant, 10 Sep (J. Stephens, †KA, †SM). Oddly, no previous record was from fall. Oregon's fourth California Thrasher was at Medford, Jackson, 17 Sep (G. Shaffer); previous records are from Jackson and Josephine in 1967-68, 1977, and 1998.

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES 
A Magnolia Warbler at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, 4 Sep was Washington's 10th (JF, S. Terry), but one at Harris Beach S.P., Curry, 16 Oct added to ±30 Oregon records (AB). Oregon's fall records span 19 Sep-25 Oct whereas Washington's are mostly 4-21 Sep. A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Grant's Pass, Josephine, 14 Nov (DV) was six weeks late, and a Hermit Warbler at Sutherlin, Douglas, OR, 9 Oct (K. Wilson) was three weeks late. A Prairie Warbler at M.N.W.R. 10 Sep was Oregon's seventh and e. Oregon's first (ph, MD, MLD); one at Lone Ranch State Wayside, Curry, 13-25 Oct was Oregon's 8th (DM); previous records span 24 Aug-28 Sep plus one from Dec. A Palm Warbler at Siltcoos Creek, Lane, 5 Sep was Oregon's earliest by four days (R. Hoyer). One at Indian Canyon Park, Spokane, 18 Sep was on the eastside where rare (JA). Blackpoll Warblers at M.N.W.R. 18 Sep (AC) and Fields, Harney, 4 Oct (FM, H. Herlyn, V. Arnold) were expected fall vagrants in se. OR, but one at McKenzie Pass, Lane, 27 Sep, was in the mountains, where casual (J. Carlson). A Black-and-white Warbler at Bateman I., Benton, 21 Aug was the 37th for WA (BW). Another at Two Rivers County Park, Benton, 26 Nov—Dec was only the second late fall/winter record for e. WA (DR); more expected were singles at M.N.W.R. 20 Aug (W. Gross), Tumalo S.P., Deschutes, 27 Aug (D. Hale), and Tillamook 17 Oct (JG). A Prothonotary Warbler at Frenchglen, Harney, 7 Oct was Oregon's sixth (J. & J. Carlson, TM, AM); previous records span 19 Aug-19 Oct plus one from May/June. A Wilson's Warbler at Richland, Benton, WA, 11 Nov was exceptionally late, especially for the eastside (NL). A tally of 100 W. Tanagers at Washougal, Clark, 6 Sep was exceptional (WC). Clay-colored Sparrow numbers are exploding in the Region. As of 1994 there were only 32 records from Oregon (Birds of Oregon, Gilligan et al.), but last fall there were five and this fall six, five in Curry/Coos, 19 Sep-14 Nov (DM, TJW, TR) and one near Eugene, Lane, 19 Sep (D. Wendt). W. Washington had its 11th and 12th, at Seattle 7-10 Nov (C. Sidles) and near Bayview, Skagit, 14 Nov (BS). Records from e. Washington include singles at Six Prong, Klickitat, 11 Sep (SJ), Spokane, 16 Sep (JA), Palouse Falls S.P., Franklin, 19 Sep and Iowa Beef, Walla Walla, 1 Oct (MD, MLD); there were only three prior e. Washington records in fall. Three Brewer's Sparrows were at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, 23 Aug (L. McQueen), one was at Lower Table Rock, Jackson, 11 Aug (DV), and another was near Lincoln City, Lincoln, 19 Oct (PP); they are rare in w. Oregon during fall and rare on the outer coast. A Lark Sparrow was at Gold Beach 15 Oct (DM), the only westside county where it is a regular in fall. A Grasshopper Sparrow, an extremely rare migrant on the westside, was at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, Sep 19 (RRb). Swamp Sparrows at Diamond L., Douglas, OR, 16 Sep (DF) and Fir I. 24 Sep (D. Beaudette) were two to three weeks early; ten more later in the fall was about average. White-throated Sparrows were numerous again, with maxima of eight at Millicoma Marsh, Coos, 21 Nov (TR) and 7 at Post Office L., Clark, 27 Nov (SM). Harris's Sparrows at Lyon's Ferry S.P., Franklin, 19 Sep (MD, MLD) and Wampum S.P., Kittitas, 26 Sep (SM, GR, RRm) were only Washington's third and fourth Sep records; five others later in fall rounded out an average fall. Four White-crowned Sparrows at W.W.R.D. 7 Aug. were a month early for the e. lowlands (MD, MLD). A Golden-crowned Sparrow at M.N.W.R. 19 Sep was in se. Oregon, where rare (AC). A Lapland Longspur at O.S. 15 Aug was Washington's earliest ever by two weeks (PtS). Oregon's seventh Chestnut-collared Longspur was at Cape Blanco, Curry, 13 Oct (TJW, DM, J. Rogers) and Washington's fifth was at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, 27-29 Nov (†H. Vail, †P.W. Smith); most previous records are also from the westside.
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This Chestnut-collared Longspur, an apparent adult male, provided the fifth Washington record when it appeared in Grays Harbor 27-29 Nov 1999, where it was obligingly photographed 28 Nov. Photograph/Ruth Sullivan

Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were at Fields 1 Nov (Maitreya) and Gladstone, Clackamas, 18 Nov (DVB), an average fall for Oregon. Washington's seventh Indigo Bunting, first found in summer, remained until 31 Aug near W. Richland, Benton (NL, BL). Another at Cape Blanco 19-21 Nov was about the 41st for Oregon and was late (TJW, TR); the great majority has occurred mid-May to early Aug. Three Bobolinks at Bandon 11 Sep (DL, KC) were on the outer coast, where not annual. A Rusty Blackbird at Confluence S.P., Chelan, 3 Oct (KK) was early. Other reports of this rare, regular visitor to Washington include one at Elma, Grays Harbor, 28 Nov (PtS, RS), one at Iowa Beef, 
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Walla Walla, 5 Nov (MD, MLD), and two near Iowa Beef 25 Nov (MD, MLD). A Great-tailed Grackle, casual in ne. OR, was at Mission, Umatilla, late Oct—late Nov (CC); almost all Regional records come from Harney. Many White-winged Cross-bills were present in the central Oregon Cascades, with flocks at McKenzie Pass 6 Sep—Nov (J. & J. Carlson, SD), Waldo L., Lane, 2-24 Oct (PS, FM, TM, AM), and near Sisters, Deschutes, 14 Aug (SS). Three near Goldendale, Klickitat, 29 Aug (SJ) and one at Tiffany Mtn., Okanogan, 19 Sep (SDs) were in Washington's Cascades. Com. Redpolls irrupted into the eastside beginning mid-Nov with ±450 reported from Washington and 15 from Oregon. The largest concentration was 125 at Ritzville, Adams, 20 Nov (MD, MLD) and the southernmost were eight at Black Butte Ranch, Deschutes, 27-28 Nov (A. Averill). On the westside, where not annual, singles were at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, 28 Nov (KK) and Gresham, Multnomah, 27 Nov (S. Finnegan, PS). This incursion was larger and several weeks earlier than most.

ADDENDUM
An Emperor Goose at Leadbetter Pen., Pacific, 2 Apr 1999 (†M. A. Patten) was inadvertently omitted from the spring report.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Ken Aldridge, Bud Anderson, Tom Aversa, Alan Barron, Dan van den Broek, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Ed Deal, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Steve Dowlan, Scott Downes (SDs), Dennis Duffy, David Fix, Jim Flynn, Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan (w. OR), Greg Gillson, Carol Hallett, Carl Haynie, Randy Hill, Matt Hunter, Stuart Johnson, Ken Knittie, Ray Korpi, Bill LaFramboise, Nancy LaFramboise, David Lauten, Frank Mayer, Allison Mickel, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Marilyn Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Clallam), Michael Patterson, Nancy Peate, Phil Pickering, Gene Revelas, Roger Robb (RRb), Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Russell Rogers (WA), Rick Romea (RRm), Owen Schmidt, Ryan Shaw (RSh), Bill Shelmerdine, Tim Shelmerdine, Stephen Shunk, Kevin Spencer, Jason Starfire, Andy Stepniewski, Judy Stevens, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth Sullivan, Paul Sullivan (e. OR), Bob Sundstrom, Tahni Sutera (TSu), Todd Thornton, Greg Toffic, Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Jerry R. Wahl, Nathaniel Wander, Bob Woodley.

The Winter Season, 1999-2000

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, Bill Tice, and Bill Tweit
Meteorologists had predicted another extremely wet winter with some colder temperatures for good measure. Fortunately for those living in the Region, temperatures were close to average, and precipitation, though above normal, was well shy of last winter's dreary record. Indeed, the lack of any hard freezes or significant snow made winter seem mild westside, and the eastside was also milder than usual. Trends this winter were few, with the most notable being a suite of highly unusual lingering birds in se. Washington, including Western Tanager, Common Yellowthroat, Anna's Hummingbird, Long-billed Dowitcher, and Least Sandpiper. Winter pelagic birding continued to yield more than its share of rarities, including Short-tailed and Shy Albatrosses. Finally, and happily, the parade of rarities of 1999 continued through the winter, including Washington's first Arctic Loon and Lesser Black-backed Gull.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane); R.N.W.R. (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla): Y.R.D. (Yakima R. delta, Benton WA). Eastside and westside — east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOOMS THROUGH WATERFOWL
A tally of 2,000 Red-throated Loons at Deception Pass, Island, 26 Feb may represent a Regional winter record (B. Bell); one at Priest Rapids Res., Grant/Yakima, 5-6 Feb was on the eastside, where less-than-annual (PtS, GT): Washington's first Arctic Loon was at Priest Rapids Res. 16 Jan+ (AS, †DG, †H. & J.A. MacKenzie, †BW, †KB, †R. Lawson, †E. Hunn, vt. SM); it provided one of few North American records away from Alaska and the first inland. Yellow-billed Loons at Wallowa L., Wallowa, 12-13 Feb (CC, JS) and Priest Rapids Res. 12 Feb (BTw) were on the eastside, where extremely rare. Westside Yellow-billeds had an average showing, with singles at Port Orford, Curry, 30 Dec (CD, NW), Sequim Bay, Clallam, 5 Jan-10 Feb (GK), and Pt. Wilson, Jefferson, 22 Feb (SP,JF). Fifteen Clark's Grebes (ten in w. OR, five in w. WA) were 2-3 x the normal winter total. A research cruise off the Oregon coast on 13 Dec yielded a Regional record 94 Laysan Albatross, up from 70 last year, and a Short-tailed Albatross ±21 nmi off Curry, about the 5th for Oregon and 7th for the Region during the last 50 years (†MF). Other Laysans included seven off Depoe Bay 5 Feb (GG), six off Westport 22 Jan (TRW), and one riding a ship into Charleston Harbor, Coos, 21 Dec (fide D. van Dyke). The Procellariiform of the season, however, was the Region's 3rd Shy Albatross off Westport 22 Jan (†BTw, †BL, ph. J. Powell); previous records are from the Quillayte R. mouth 1 Sep 1951 and at Heceta Bank 5 Oct 1996 (Mlodinow 1999, Birders J. 8:131-141; see Cole's lead paper). A N. Fulmar, rarely seen from land, was off Heceta Head, Lane, 20 Dec (R. Robb). A Mottled Petrel ±14 nmi off Cape Blanco 13 Dec is only about the 11th Regional record of a live bird, all Dec—Apr (MF). Two Am. White Pelicans wintered at F.R.R. (m. ob.), one was at Portland 20 Feb (P. Osborn), and another was in the vicinity of R.N.W.R. 27 Jan-19 Feb (RK, EA); they are rare on the westside but seem to be increasing and occurring year round. On the east-side they are fairly common breeders but rare during winter; this winter more than usual were present: two at Y.R.D, 1 Dec-17 Jan, eight at Two Rivers Co. Park, Benton, 21 Jan (BW, DR), and three at Vernita Bridge, Grant, 6 Feb (BF). Despite cooler ocean temperatures, Brown Pelicans were again reported in numbers: six at Charleston 5 Dec and one 15 Dec (TR); seven at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, 2 Dec and three there 26 Dec (PP); and one at Dungeness Spit, Clallam, 21 Feb (fide BN). Great Egret numbers seemed higher than usual with a maximum of 70 at F.R.R. 27 Dec (S. McDonald); singles at Sunnyside W.M.A., Yakima, 23 Jan-20 Feb (fide B. Marshall), near Selah, Yakima, 3-8 Jan (DG), and in Snohomish, throughout period (DB, DD) provided records for e. Washington and the Puget Sound, where rare during winter. Cattle Egrets appeared in near-normal numbers in Dec, but survived for an unusually long duration, with two at Myrtle Pt., Coos, 3 Dec-8 Jan (DL, KC), one at Scappoose Bottoms, Columbia, OR, 6-31 Dec (RK), one near Salem, Marion, 11 Dec+ (L Lundsten), one at Woodland, Cowlitz, 15 Dec-25 Jan (FA), and perhaps the same bird at R.N.W.R. 4 Feb (R. Morgan). Out-of-place Black-crowned Night-Herons were near Port Townsend, Jefferson, WA, 18 Dec-20 Jan (R. Wagner) and at Newport, Lincoln (fide R. Bayer); they are local on the westside. More Turkey Vultures than normal wintered in Oregon. One at Seattle 28 Jan provided a rare mid-winter record for Washington; returning birds were widespread by mid-Feb on the westside (fide D. McRae). Emperor Geese staged a minor invasion, with one at Clatsop Spit, Clatsop, 18 Dec (MP), two at Winchester Bay, Douglas, 22 Dec (MD), one at Keystone, Island, 30 Dec (KK), one at Port Angeles, Clallam, 5 Jan+ (R. Hoffman), and three at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, 18 Dec (J. Harding), with two remaining there until the end of the period (C. Roberts); about three per winter is typical for the Region. Ross's Geese are rare but ever increasing in Washington and w. Oregon. Single white-morph birds were at Sauvie Multnomah, 6 Dec (RK), Finley N.W.R, Benton, OR, 15 Dec+ (L. Fitts), R.N.W.R. 16-19 Dec (D. Friesz, TA), and McNary N.W.R, Walla Walla, 11 Feb (MD, MLD). Additionally, a blue morph was reported without details from Sauvie I., 19 Dec+ (RK) and at nearby R.N.W.R. 15-23 Jan (PtS); they are exceptionally rare in the Region away from Klamath. Intermittent reports of a single Black Brant from Sauvie I., R.N.W.R. and Woodland may all refer to the same individual (M. LaFaive, RK, D. Friesz); Brant are rare away from saltwater. Additionally, four in Yamhill 30 Dec were that county's first (T. Love). Trumpeter Swan numbers continue to increase, as evidenced by 610 near Bow, Skagit, 10 Jan (SM). Nine Eurasian Green-winged Teal and three hybrid Eur. x Am. (all from the westside) were treble the recent norm; this increase is likely due in part to increased observer effort. A Mallard x N.
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Pintail was at McNary N.W.R. 2 Feb (MD, MLD). A Tufted Duck at Warrenton, Clatsop, 14 Jan was about the 27th for Oregon (†T. Thornton), while another near Stevenson, Skamania, was about the 40th for Washington (WC). A count of 350 Black Scoters at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, 23 Jan is one of the highest Regional tallies (PaS). The only eastside Long-tailed Duck report came from Wanapum Dam, Kittitas, 29 Jan-12 Feb (P. Mattocks). A Barrow's Goldeneye was near Coos Bay, Coos, 19 Dec (DL); they are rare on the s. Oregon coast.

HAWKS THROUGH ALCIDS
An Osprey near Madras, Jefferson, 19 Feb provided an extremely rare winter eastside record (T. Bray), while singles at Woodland, Cowlitz, 15 Jan (PtS), Alton Baker Park, Lane, 11-29 Jan (fide TM), and Kent, King, 10 Feb (R. Orness) were in areas where rare in winter; Ospreys are somewhat regular winter visitors only to extreme s. Oregon. Eight Red-shouldered Hawks in w.-cen. and nw. OR and two in sw. WA are historically excellent counts but are about average for the last five years. The Washington records were both from R.N.W.R., an imm. 2 Dec-22 Jan (†TA, JE), and an ad. 19 Feb (BL). A Ferruginous Hawk near Dallesport, Klickitat, 29 Jan provided an extremely rare winter record for Washington (D. Brown). Eleven Gyrfalcons, an above-normal winter total, included two from Oregon: Amity, Yamhill, 18 Jan (W. Matthewson) and near Corvallis, Benton, 29 Jan (PV, M. Cutler). Prairie Falcons at Samish Flats, Skagit, Fir I., Skagit, and near Snohomish, Snohomish, represented a better-than-average winter for w. Washington (KA, DD). A Sora at Two Rivers Co. Park, Benton, 18 Dec (DR) and another at Wallula, Walla Walla, 2 Jan (BTw, CC) were likely the first for winter on the eastside. Two Sandhill Cranes were near Stanwood, Snohomish, 18 Dec-29 Jan (GT, S. Terry), rare during winter in n. Washington. Surveys revealed 26 Snowy Plovers at Leadbetter Point, Pacific, and 15 at Midway Beach, Grays Harbor, 25 Jan, about the same as last winter (D, Jaques, J. Dragon, D. Williamson). Oregon's 8th Mountain Plover, first found in Nov, remained throughout at Dunes Overlook, Douglas (DL, AC). Now almost annual during winter in Oregon, a Lesser Yellowlegs was at F.R.R. 1-2 Jan (D. Bailey). Long-billed Curlews, rare away from the coast during winter, were near Eugene, Lane, 4 Jan (S. Maulding) and along 7 Mile Lane, Linn, 10 Jan (I. Fleischer). A Marbled Godwit was near Sequim, Clallam, 11-20 Dec (BN); they are less-than annual away from the outer coast during winter. Rare winter Red Knots were found at Dungeness Bay, Clallam, 20 Dec (GGe, PtS, J. Acker) and Fort Flagler, Jefferson, throughout the period (NB). Sanderlings are unusual in the Willamette Valley, so one at R.N.W.R. 29 Jan was noteworthy (K. Knittle). Three Least Sandpipers, 30 Dunlins, and three Long-billed Dowitchers, all rare during winter in e. Washington, overwintered at Y.R.D. (BW). Eight more Leasts were at Potholes Canal, Franklin, 21 Feb (BF). Additional Dunlin sightings included 117 at W.W.R.D. 31 Dec -2 Jan (MD, MLD), 200 at W.W.R.D. 21 Feb (BF), 57 at Moses L., Grant, 17 Jan (BF), and 20 at Potholes Canal, Franklin, 21 Feb (BF); the previous e. Washington winter record was 70 at Y.R.D. 1 Jan 1982 (Paulson 1993, Shorebirds of the Pacific Northwest). Another eastside Long-billed Dowitcher was at Moses L., Grant, 17 Jan (BF). A Short-billed Dowitcher was on the Coquille Valley CBC, 2 Jan (fide AC); they are nearly annual during winter. A Red Phalarope was near Vashon I., Pierce, 18 Dec (BL); they are rare during winter and very rare anytime in the Puget Sound. A Parasitic Jaeger off Oregon 13 Dec provided an extremely rare winter record (MF). Western Washington's 4th winter Franklin's Gull was near Sequim 4 Dec (A. Knue, Mdo), while e. Washington's 2nd was at W.W.R.D. 24 Feb (MD, MLD). For the 10th consecutive winter a Little Gull was at American L., Pierce, 17 Dec-13 Jan (PtS). Heermann's Gulls, though not particularly numerous this fall, lingered late again this winter at Coos Bay 19 Dec (fide TR); Orcas I. and Shaw I., San Juan, 15 Jan (SM, GR, RR); Tacoma, Pierce, 18 Dec-27 Feb (BL, MDo); and Edmonds, Snohomish, 1 Dec-30 Jan (DD). An impressive congregation of 3,370 Mew Gulls ±20 mi inland at Monroe, Snohomish, 21 Dec emphasizes the importance of farmland to this species (SM, DD). An Iceland Gull at Tacoma, 8-24 Jan, was about Washington's 8th and the first adult (ph. GR, RR, †BL). Long overdue, the Region's first Lesser Black-backed Gull was at W.W.R.D. 6 Feb-3 Mar (†MD, MLD, ph. J. Nestler). Washington's 5th Slaty-backed Gull, first found in Nov, remained at Tacoma until 6 Feb (BL, ph. MDo). Despite the spate of rare large gulls, Glaucous Gulls occurred in poor numbers, with only 22 reported. An unidentified Xantus's/Craveri's Murrelet ±20 nmi off Curry 13 Dec was probably a Xantus's and furnished one of few winter reports from the Region of this species pair (MF)-Xantus's is annual during fall (July-Oct), but there are no accepted Regional records of Craveri’s.

DOVES TO TANAGERS

SA - As is true for much of the country, Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to make news in Washington and Oregon. Finally, Washington received its first report--a bird seen well at Spokane, Spokane, 2 Jan (†M. Houston, G. Kuiper: L. Hagen). Additionally, the photograph of a bird seen at College Place, Walla Walla, 11 Jan 1996 also recently came to light (WOSNews 65:7), Though not definitive, it is suggestive of the species. In Oregon, a flyby was reported from Oregon City, Clackamas, 23 Dec (†R. Fergus); if accepted, it will furnish a 3rd record, the first two coming from Portland in May 1998 and Fields, Harney, in June 1999. For an excellent summary of this species' expansion across North America, see Romagosa and McEneaney (1999, N. Am. Birds 53:348-353).

It was another poor winter for Snowy Owls, with only five reports: near Moses L., Grant, 15 Dec-19 Feb (BF); near Harrington, Lincoln, 15 Jan (JA); Terrace Heights, Yakima, 12 Feb (M. Sundquist); near Davenport, Lincoln, 15 Feb (JA); and near Ellensburg, Kittitas, in Feb (fide AS). A Northern Hawk Owl near Chelan, Chelan, 30 Dec-5 Jan, was about the 11th for Washington (M. & D. Spencer); most have been late Nov-late Feb. Single Burrowing Owls were at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, 18 Dec (J. Harding) and near Salem, Marion, throughout winter (SD), an average winter total for w. Oregon. A Great Gray Owl near Springfield, 24-26 Jan, provided only the 2nd lowland Lane record (fide TM), while one near Pullman, Whitman, 29 Feb, was also at an unusual location (MK). Anna's Hummingbirds in Bend, Deschutes, 3 Feb (D. Tracy, J. Williamson) and Yakima, Yakima, 10 Dec+ (DG) provided rare east-side winter records. The Grants Pass, Josephine, Costa's Hummingbird returned for its 4th winter 17 Dec (DV); there are only about eight other winter records. An Allen's Hummingbird at New R., Coos, 9 Feb was about two weeks early (TR). A Red-naped Sapsucker was at Bend, Deschutes, 30 Jan (J. Lear); they are rare in winter away from Klamath. A hybrid Red-naped x Red breasted Sapsucker was at R.N.W.R 19 Dec, where Red-napeds would be unusual at any season (†TA), A Black Phoebe at Milwaukie 2 Jan+ was n. of that species' usual range and was a Clackamas first (T. Ewert, M. Kay). Four Say's Phoebes in w. Oregon represents a typ-
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ical winter's total: near Corvallis, Benton, 22 Dec (fide T. Bray); near Silverton, Marion, 26 Dec (SD); near Salem 1 Jan (PaS); Basket Slough N.W.R, Polk, 12 Feb (PV). One at Asotin Slough, Asotin, 2 Jan, provided a rare mid-winter record for e. Washington (MK). There were only three Blue Jays this winter: Twickenham, Wheeler, early Dec (L. Belknap), Sisters, Deschutes, throughout period (SS), and Tampico, Yakima, 10 Nov-31 Jan (DG). Two W. Scrub-Jays were at Prineville, Crook, throughout (D. Tracy, J. Williamson) and one was at Marysville, Snohomish, 20-21 Feb (DB)—more signs of this species continuing expansion. A wayward Black-billed Magpie, found last fall at Port Angeles, Clallam, remained until 25 Jan (BB). Despite the mild winter, relatively few migrants seemed to linger on the westside. The exception was swallows. A smattering of Tree Swallows were present throughout w. OR and sw. WA all winter, but one at American L., Pierce, 27 Dec., was farther n. and somewhat more unusual (JE). Two Violet-green Swallows were in Port Orford, Curry, 1 Jan, and six were along Euchre Creek, Curry, 20 Jan (NW). Barn Swallows were reported from six w. Oregon locations. In Washington, where rare during winter, Barn Swallows were at R.N.W.R. 1-25 Jan; American Lake 27 Dec (JE); Everett, Snohomish, 24 Feb (DB); and Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, 23 Feb (S. Nord). Western Bluebirds are rare in w. Washington during winter and on the Olympic Peninsula at any season, so six in Clallam 11 Feb and 11 at Squamish Harbor, Jefferson, 18 Dec were noteworthy (M. Milsac, S. Dowries). Northern Mockingbird reports were near normal, with five from sw. Oregon and one from w.-cen. Oregon. An Am. Pipit was near Desert Aire, Grant, 12 Feb (BTw); they are rare in winter in c. Washington. Nine Orange-crowned Warblers on the eastside near Toppenish, Yakima, 19 Dec set a Regional record high count for winter (MD, MLD); since winter birds are much rarer on the eastside, this record is particularly unexpected. A Nashville Warbler, rare in winter, was at Bandon, Coos, 1-5 Jan (CD, DL, KC). Palm Warblers are uncommon on the outer coast during winter but rare elsewhere; this winter one returned to Portland for its second winter 19 Dec+ (J. Cornelius), and singles were at Everett 28 Jan+ (D. Beaudette) and at Port Orchard, Kitsap, 31 Dec (PtS). Wilson's Warblers were at Port Orford 30 Dec (CD, NW), Seattle 1 Jan (†BS), Renton, King, 16 Feb (C. Haynie), Blanchard, Skagit, 20 Feb (S. Wechsler), and Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, 26 Feb (S. Dang); they are normally rare during winter, especially as late as Feb. Four Com. Yellowthroats for Oregon was an average winter total: at Millicoma Marsh, Coos (TR), s. Marion (SD), Brownsmead, Clatsop (MP), and Sauvie I. (P. Osborn). Singles at Everett 19 Feb (DB) and Seattle 26 Feb (J. Chapman) were in w. Washington, where rare during winter; rarer yet,, one at Lost I., Franklin, 17 Jan provided c. Washington's first winter record (DR). A Western Tanager along Mill Creek Rd., Walla Walla, 10 Dec was likely also an e. Washington winter first (MD, MLD).

SPARROWS THROUGH REDPOLLS
American Tree Sparrows, rare in w. Oregon, at Fayetteville, Linn, 21 Dec+ (GG) and near Canby, Clackamas, 2-9 Feb (E. Specht) were noteworthy. Another was at Miller I., Klamath, 15 Jan+ in se. Oregon (KS). A Chipping Sparrow, rare but regular during winter, was near Albany; Linn, 27 Dec (M. Cutler). The regional boom in Clay-colored Sparrow reports continued this winter with singles at Millicoma Marsh, Coos, 2 Dec+ (TR); near Tillamook Bay, Tillamook, 18 Dec (fide OS); near Albany 26 Dec (M. Cutler); Sauvie I. 31 Dec-12 Feb (M. Marsh); and Brookings, Curry, 8 Jan (DM). There are only about 30 previous winter records. A rare winter Lark Sparrow was at Salem, Marion, 18 Dec (K. Sparkman). A Lincoln's Sparrow was at Walla Walla 14 Jan (MD, MLD); they are rare Jan–Mar in e. Washington. Sixteen Swamp Sparrows reported from w. Oregon and eight from w. Washington is about normal, but one at Bend, Deschutes, 2 Jan (CM, MM) was on the eastside, where not annual. White-throated Sparrows were again present in above-average numbers, with 31 reported from Washington and an Oregon maximum of 11 at Millicoma Marsh, Coos, (TR). Harris's Sparrow reports were about average, with seven from Oregon and eight from Washington. Gambel's White-crowned Sparrows occurred in below-normal numbers in w. Washington, but pugetensis White-crowneds were abnormally common (SM), perhaps a reflection of the relatively bland weather. A total of 258 Golden-crowned Sparrows near Vancouver, Clark, 30 Dec likely provided a Washington record (TA). Oregon's 5th Painted Bunting was a male photographed at an Idlewild, Douglas, feeder during Christmas week (T Walker); previous records are from June and Oct in se. Oregon and from late Nov in sw. Oregon (Gilligan et al. 1994, Birds of Oregon). A Bobolink at Graysmarsh, Clallam, 20-21 Dec furnished the 2nd Regional winter record (†S. Atkinson, ph. RS), the first coming from Coos 10 Dec 1979 (Contreras 1998, Birds of Coos County, Oregon); there are few winter records from anywhere in North America. A count of 300 Tricolored Blackbirds at Lower Klamath N.W.R. mid-Jan+ was exceptional (KS). A tally of 91 W. Meadowlarks at R.N.W.R. 19 Dec was excellent for Washington during winter (JE). A Yellow-headed Blackbird was at F.R.R. 28 Dec (A Asche, M. Mafia), but they are rare during winter on the westside. A Hooded Oriole in Brookings, Curry, 29 Dec provided only about the 7th Oregon winter record (K. Goldwater). The Com. Redpoll influx of Nov tapered off somewhat through the winter Reports from the westside, where rare, included 25+ near Santiam Flats/Detroit L, Marion/Linn, 5 Dec (SD), one at Elma, Grays Harbor, 5 Dec (PtS), and one in Eugene, Lane, 6-7 Jan (B. Combs). Peak eastside counts included 250 near Enterprise, Wallowa, 12 Dec (PaS). Single Hoary Redpolls were near Tonasket, Okanogan, 22 Dec (†GGe, †VN) and Winthrop, Okanogan, 1 Feb (†KB, B. Morse); there are about 10 previous Washington records.

ADDENDA
The following rarities were submitted without documentation: Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Tricolored Blackbird (in Washington), Common Grackle, and Red Fox Sparrow. Several highly unusual records from summer and fall 1999 have come to light A Mottled Petrel found dead at Pacific, WA, 3 July, added to the impressive list of Apr–Aug 1999 vagrants from Beringia (C. Richardson, *Burke Museum). Three Glaucous Gulls at Lincoln City, Lincoln, 3 June were unprecedented for summer (PP, Oregon Birds 26:123-127) A Northern Hawk Owl at Stevens 16 Oct was only about the 10th for Washington, and the earliest ever by six days (†R. Roundy) Five pairs of Gray-headed Juncos in Oregon Canyon, Malheur, 22 June, represented Oregon's 4th overall and first breeding record (MD, Oregon Birds 26:128-129).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Eric Anderson, Torn Aversa, Nigel Ball, David Beaudette, Bob Boekelheide, Keith Brady, Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Merry Lynn Denny, Mike Denny, Michael Donahue, Collin Dillingham, Steve Dowlan, Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler (Clark), Bob Flores, Michael Force, Jim Flynn, George Gerdts (GGe), Greg Gillson, Denny Granstand, Kraig Kemper, Merlene Koliner, Gene Kridler, Ray Korpi, Bruce LaBar, David Lauten, Allison Mickel, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Marilyn Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (OR), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Peninsula), Michael Patterson, Phil Pickering, Steve Pink, Gene Revelas, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Russell Rogers (WA), Rick Romea (RR), Owen Schmidt, Stephen Shunk, Kevin Spencer, Jason Starfire, Andy Stepniewski, Judy Stevens, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Paul Sullivan (PaS), Ruth Sullivan, Bob Sundstrom, Greg Toffic, Paula Vanderhuel, Dennis Woman, Terry R. Wahl, Nathaniel Wander, Bob Woodley.
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Spring Migration, 2000

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven G. Mlodinow, Gerard Lillie, and Bill Tweit
For only the second season in  the last five there were no first state records found in the Region this spring—no Shy Albatross, Wedge-tailed Shear-water, Red-faced Cormorant, Whiskered Auklet, or Eurasian Kestrel. Perhaps we were getting spoiled. But it was still an interesting spring, and the most fascinating angle was not specific rarities but trends. White-faced Ibises irrupted across the Region, Franklin's Gulls irrupted on the eastside, and shorebirding on the eastside/ interior westside was incredibly good, better than on the coast for that matter. Somehow, these occurrences seem likely linked, but how is not clear. The eastside also had its share of mega-rarities with Arctic Loon, two Eastern Phoebes, Black-throated Green Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, and Summer Tanager, all recorded ten or fewer times in the Region.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane, OR); L.K.N.W.R., (Lower Klamath N.W.R., Klamath, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P. (Pt. No Pt., Kitsap, WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA); WBRC (Washington Bird Records Committee). "Eastside" and "westside" mean east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively.

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS
A Red-throated Loon was on the eastside, where not annual, at Priest Rapids L. 15 Apr 
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(DG). Washington's first Arctic Loon, initially found in Jan at Priest Rapids L., remained until 15 Apr (†EH, DG). Two Pacific Loons at Vantage, Kittitas, 18 May were exceptionally late for the eastside (†TA); 4 others were on the eastside, all in Mar (BF, BL). Yellow-billed Loons at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, 9 Mar (C. Philo); Sequim, Clallam, 11 Mar (SDo); Netarts Bay, Tillamook, 13 Mar-9 Apr (CR); and one a few weeks late at O.S. 7 May (SM, DD), provided an above-average spring total for the past decade. Westside Clark's Grebes at L. Washington, King, 19 Mar (S. Terry); O.S., 14-20 Mar (PtS, KKn); near Florence, Lane, 20 Apr (BS, Z. Stotz); and at Yaquina Bay 12 May (PaS) provided an average total. Laysan Albatross reports continue to increase: Newport, Lincoln, pelagics had two 29 Apr, one 7 May, and seven 21 May (GG), while two were off Westport, Grays Harbor, 22 Apr (TRW), and one was dead at O.S. 20 Mar (PWS). Offshore counts of Black-footed Albatross were normal, with 100-200 per trip, but one from shore at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, 20 Apr was most unusual (PP). Northern Fulmar numbers were remarkably low, with only 23 on five pelagic trips (TRW, GG). Somewhat normal numbers of Pink-footed and Sooty Shearwaters were found offshore but, surprisingly, no Short-tailed Shearwaters were reported (TRW, GG). A Manx Shearwater was found in a parking lot in Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, 9 Apr (†SM, C. Wood) and another was at O.S. 14 May (†KA); though now annual in Washington, most have been July-Oct, so these records are the first for spring since 1994. A Manx/Black-vented Shearwater was seen from Boiler Bay 3 May (†PP); given recent trends, it was almost certainly a Manx. Over the past decade American White Pelicans have been found in singles and pairs, throughout the year, at scattered west-side localities; reports this year from Everett, Snohomish (DB), Sauvie I./Ridgefield (L. Johns, EA), and Leque I., Snohomish (S. Kostka) fit this pattern but 27 at F.R.R. 27 May was exceptional (JC, DDe). Brown Pelicans returned early this year, with Oregon's first at Port Orford, Curry, 13 Apr (NW) and Washington's first at Westport 15 Apr (BTw). A Snowy Egret, barely annual in Washington, was at Tokeland, Pacific, 13 May (†BL); most records are Apr-May. One Cattle Egret report, from Malheur 21 Apr, was about normal (DE). The injured Emperor Goose at Port Angeles, Clallam, survived until at least 13 May (BN) and 2 at Tillamook, Tillamook, remained until 2 Apr (CR). Westside Ross's Geese were not as numerous as in recent springs, with 4 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, 16 Apr (JL) and one at Boiler Bay 20 Apr (PP), but on the eastside, 60 at Rock L., Whitman, 8 Apr provided a record Washington count (DW) and 180 near Post, Crook, 15 Apr was astonishing for e.-cen. Oregon (CG). A single Ross's was at Phileo L., Spokane, 3 May (JA, WH). Single Brant were at Ridgefield and vicinity 1 Mar-10 Apr (DF, EA) and near Grants Pass, Josephine, 28 May (PaS); interior records are always noteworthy, even from the westside, and the latter bird was quite late for such a location. Fifteen Eurasian Wigeons on the eastside was almost twice normal. A hybrid Cinnamon x Blue-winged Teal, reported annually in the Region, was at Mollala, Clackamas, 15 Apr (ES, TS). A Eurasian Green-winged Teal remained at Edmonds, Snohomish, until 2 May, one of the latest dates yet for this scarce winter visitor (DD). Others at Dallesport, Klickitat, 8 Apr (BTw) and Pelton Dam, Jefferson, 1-2 Mar (R. Marheine, G. Concannon) were on the eastside, where extremely rare. The Region averages ±2 Tufted Ducks per spring, almost all from the westside, though reports along the eastside Columbia R. from Umatilla to Hood it have been somewhat regular during recent years. This spring there were three reports: Hoquiam 11 Mar-2 Apr (R. Sanders, T. Friars, and vt. SM); Biggs, Sherman, 26 Mar (J. Alban); and Ridgefield, 15 Apr-14 May (N. Brunson, WC). However, one at Hatfield L., Deschutes, 6 May (A. Weber) provided perhaps the first e. Oregon record away from the Columbia R. and surpassed the previous Regional late date of 2 May. A concentration of 21 Red-breasted Mergansers at Banks L., Grant, 29 Mar was unusual for the eastside (JA). A count of 12,800 Ruddy Ducks at Malheur 21 Apr was exceptional, even for se. Oregon (DE, CG). A White-tailed Kite at Malheur 13 Apr was in e. Oregon, where rare (MM). Out-of-place Red-shouldered Hawks, rare n. of Coos, were at Yachats, Lincoln, 10 Mar (S. Hagen) and Ridgefield 28 Apr (†PtS). If accepted by the WBRC, a Broad-winged Hawk at Stanwood, Snohomish, 11 Apr (†DB) will provide the 3rd documented spring Washington record and the Region's earliest by a month. There were unprecedented numbers of Swainson's Hawks on the westside, where extremely rare. Singles were at Everett 5 May (DB); Eugene, Lane, 5 May (M. Nikas); Carnation, King, 14 May (EH); Portland, 16 & 23 May (fide HN); Cape Blanco, Curry, 30 May (TJW); and Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, 31 May (SN). A Harlan's Hawk at March Pt., Skagit, 13 May was a month late (SM, BTw). The only Gyrfalcon was a month late at Tangent, Linn, 11 Apr (JH). A Prairie Falcon at F.R.R. 29 Apr provided a rather late date for this scarce winter visitor to the westside (H. Lown). An apparently injured Sandhill Crane at Brady, Grays Harbor, 20 May was unusually late for w. Washington (PtS).

SA - White-faced Ibis have steadily increased in the Region, with the center of abundance always being Malheur. About 20 pairs nested there in the late 1960s, increasing to 150 pairs in the late 1970s, 880 pairs in 1984, and 4600 pairs in 1987 (Gilligan et al. 1994, Birds of Oregon). By the late 1980s, small nesting colonies become established in Lake. The 1990s saw further increases, with ever more birds wandering elsewhere in the Region. In the 1990s, Washington averaged about 2 per year, prior to 1960, there had been only 1-2 records. Paralleling these changes in WA/OR, wintering numbers in se. California have increased from a few thousand in the 1950s to 16,000+0 in the mid-1990s and double that today (G. McCaskie). Even given such impressive increases, spring 2000 was stunning. At Chewaucan Marsh, Lake, 1,518 were tallied 13 May (CM) and numbers at Malheur seemed well above recent norms (AC). Additionally, unprecedented numbers of vagrants appeared, with 438 reported from w. Oregon after 19 May, 81 from w. Washington after 25 May, 16 away from usual locations in e. Oregon after 29 Apr, and 3 in e. Washington 27-28 May. Maxima from w. Oregon included 100 near Bandon, Coos, 21 May (DL, KC) and 65 at Yaquina Bay 21 May (GC,). Wayward birds in e. Oregon included 6 near Post, Crook, 29 Apr (C. Gates), 5 at Hatfield L., Deschutes, 14 May (D. Hale), and ≤5 at Wallowa in late May (F & SC). In Washington, sightings included 80+ at Ridgefield 25-31 May (ph., U. Yorgason, Quinn, DF), 3 at Othello, Adams, 27-28 May (KA, SM, C. Beachell), and one near Kingston. Kitsap, 30-31 May (VN). Reasons for this irruption are unclear, particularly considering the substantial westside component. An ever-increasing breeding population is likely part of the reason, but why so many birds along the coast and relatively few in ne. Oregon and e. Washington?
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PLOVERS THROUGH ALCIDS
Six hundred Black-bellied Plovers at L.K.N.W.R 21 Apr exceeded the previous eastside spring high count several-fold (KS); even 14 at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln, 19 May was exceptional for the eastside in spring (JA). Though not unprecedented, an American Golden-Plover at Millicoma Marsh, Coos, 17 March was about one month early (TB); one at Rock L., Whitman, 29 Apr (DW) provided about the 2nd spring record for e. Washington. The only other report was of one at O.S. 29 Apr (SDs). Six Pacific Golden-Plovers—a record spring total—were at Brady 4 May (†TA). Two were also there 11 May (TA) and one was at the Pistol R. mouth, Curry, 29 Apr (NW); the Region averages only about 4 per spring. Nine unidentified golden-plovers were reported 12 Apr-31 May. Black-necked Stilts are still increasing in the Region; a number were found 2-3 weeks early at scattered Adams, Grant, and Benton locations in late Mar (BF, DP, BW). Tallies of 51 at Othello, Adams, 28 May (SM, BTw, KA, BL, S. Mills) and 50 near Lamont, Whitman, 5 May (DW) were probably record counts.for spring in Washington. Rare on the westside, ≤7 were at Ridgefield 26 Apr-17 May (J. Shearer, JE), and 12 were at Corvallis, Benton, OR, 12 Apr (BT, D. MacDonald), ≤6 were at Tualatin N.W.R., Washington, OR, 22 Apr-13 May (PaS), 4 were near Bandon 21 Apr (DL, KC), 2 at Baskett Slough N.W.R. 20 Apr (RG), and 2 at Eugene 24-27 Apr (D. W. Smyth). Eight American Avocets were at Crockett L., Island, 15 May, with nest-building noted 21 May (J. Meyer, SM, CH); they are casual in spring in w. Washington and have not previously nested there. In w. Oregon, where rare, 4 were rare at Flores L., Curry, 21 Apr (J. Heaney, L. Mangan) and one was at N.S.C.B. 21 May (TR). Solitary Sandpiper numbers were above average, with 17 in w. Oregon, 4 in e. Oregon, 4 in w. Washington, and one in e. Washington, all 17 Apr-16 May and most 20-30 Apr. Single Willets were at Tangent 10 Apr (TB), F.R.R. 22 May (DDe), and Swanson Lakes, Lincoln, WA, 20 May (JA, WH); they are rare in interior w. Oregon and e. Washington. An Upland Sandpiper, extirpated since 1993 as a Washington breeder, was near Ephrata, Grant, 28 May (†MMo), only about the 17th state record of a migrant and only the 4th from spring. Twenty-two Whimbrels at L.K.N.W.R. 29 Apr was an exceptional concentration for the eastside (KS). Six Long-billed Curlew reports from the Willamette Valley and Puget Trough 2 Apr-15 May were above average for the westside interior. A Hudsonian Godwit at Miller I., Klamath, 30 May (D. Heyerly, A. Esche) furnished only the 3rd Oregon and 7th Regional spring record, with previous ones spanning 26 Apr-8 June. Marbled Godwits at Columbia N.W.R., Grant, 9 May (BF) and Swanson Lakes 12 May (JA) provided rare e. Washington records; 59 at Antelope Res, Malheur, 21 Apr provided an excellent count for e. Oregon (MD, MLD). Three more at Ridgefield 3 May, were quite unusual for interior w. Washington (JE). A Ruddy Turnstone was at Hatfield L, Deschutes, 10 May and 4 were in Lake 13 May (S. de Vasconcellos, CM); there are <20 spring eastside records. Two Red Knots, rare on the eastside during spring, were at L.K.N.W.R. 1 May, providing the eastside with its earliest record ever (KS). Three more were at Summer L., Lake, 12 May (CM, MM) and 2 were at Swanson Lakes 19 May (JA). Another at Ridgefield 14 May provided a very rare report from the interior westside (PtS). Eight Semipalmated Sandpipers 8-14 May doubled the recent average of 4/spring; 2 on the eastside at Malheur 14 May (TB) were particularly noteworthy. The only Baird's Sandpipers were at O.S. 2 Apr (PWS) and near White City, Jackson, 1 Apr (J. Harleman), probably the earliest ever for the Region. Eleven Pectoral Sandpipers 22 Apr-20 May were well above the usual 2-3 spring total. A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at New R. mouth, Coos, 24 May, provided only the 2nd Regional spring record (†DL, KC), the first coming from Leadbetter Pen., Pacific, 26 Apr 1979. Eighteen Rock Sandpipers at Cape Flattery, Clallam, 28 May were the latest ever for the Region and a good high count for recent years (†BN). A Stilt Sandpiper at Astoria, Clatsop, 20 Apr, was only Oregon's 2nd in spring (MP) and a Ruff at L.K.N.W.R. 30 Apr was only Oregon's 4th in spring (vt. K. Owen). Numbers of Red-necked Phalaropes offshore were low, but 4,000+ from shore at Boiler Bay 3 May were impressive (PP). A tally of 3,500+ Red Phalaropes off Newport 21 May provided a record high count (GG). South Polar Skuas are casual before June, so one nw. of Westport 28 May was noteworthy (PA). Six Parasitic Jaegers at Bellingham, Whatcom, 21 May, provided a remarkably high spring count for the Puget Sound area (TRW). Spring Long-tailed Jaegers, formerly considered casual, were recorded for the 4th consecutive year: 3 off Newport 21 May (GG) and one nw. of Westport 28 May (PA). Franklin's Gulls are normally barely annual during spring in e. Washington and ne. Oregon, but this spring was different with one at Swallows Park, Asotin, 27 May (KKn), 3 at W.W.R.D. 25 May (TA), several at Joseph, Wallowa, in late May (F & SC), 3 at Swanson Lakes 20 May (JA,WH), 9 at Sprague L., Lincoln, 13 May (JA), and 7 at Reardan, Lincoln, 18 May (JA) Another Franklin's Gull 16 mi w. of Yaquina Head, Lincoln, 7 May was on the westside, where extremely rare during spring (GG) A Little Gull at Summer L. 30 Apr was only about the 4th for e. Oregon and the first in spring (†PH, JH). Another was at P.N.P. 22-25 Mar and 5 Apr (VN); this species is barely annual during spring in the Puget Sound area. An unseasonable Heermann's Gull at Ediz Hook, Clallam, 11 Mar was likely a survivor from the winter (SDo); spring arrivals appeared in late May. A first-year Iceland Gull at Tacoma, Pierce, 19 Mar was about the 9th for Washington, if accepted by the WBRC (ph. MDo). A first-year Glaucous Gull was a month late at O.S. 22 May (KK); another late individual was at Lincoln City, Lincoln, 3-12 May (PP, PaS) Two Arctic Terns returned to the tiny Everett colony 5 May (DB). A Forster's Tern was at F.R.R. 13 Apr (D. Pettey) and ≤6 were at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, 13-29 May (JL, JH); this species is extremely rare in spring on the westside. Up to 16 Black Terns were at F.R.R., where they have bred since 1992, 13 May+ (D. Irons); 12 others, well above average, were reported from the west-side 14-30 May. Common Murre and Cassin's Auklet numbers off Washington remain pathetic, with 80 of the former and 46 of the latter on the two spring Westport pelagics (TRW). Marbled Murrelet counts of 647 on 31 Mar and 337 on 25 May at P.N.P. (VN) were some of the highest ever for the Region.

PIGEONS THROUGH THRASHERS
Band-tailed Pigeons, rare-but-annual on the eastside with most records from se. Oregon in spring/summer, were at Malheur 27 May (AC) and Joseph 28 May (F. & SC). Bringing the Regional total to ±5 records, a Eurasian Collared-Dove was at Astoria 3 Apr (TT) The only westside Burrowing Owl was at Portland 10-20 Mar (B. Sallinger). A White-throated Swift at Eugene 4 May was in nw Oregon, where casual (B. Newhouse). The Vaux's Swift roost in Eugene peaked at 10,000 birds 6 May (JC). A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Everett 19-20 May was in nw. Washington, where casual (vt. SM) Another at Grants Pass 15 May was in the Rogue R. valley (A. van Hulzen), the only westside area where somewhat regular Washington's 2nd Costa's Hummingbird
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was a male at Richmond Beach, King, 27 Apr-10 May (D. Norman, D. Paulson, †SM, vt. EH). Oregon reports came from Sutherlin, Douglas, 1 May (K. Wilson) and Bend, Deschutes, 28-30 Apr (D. Tracy, J. Williamson); Oregon averages one/spring. Calliope Hummingbirds, nearly annual w. of the Cascades in Washington in Apr-May, were at Washougal, Skamania, 4 Apr (WC); Olympia, Thurston, 9 Apr (R. Saecker); and Everett 22 May (SM). In w. Oregon, where more regular, there were 13 reports 2 Apr-13 May, well above average. Lewis's Woodpeckers, rare in nw. Oregon and w. Washington, were near Baskett Slough N.W.R. 26 Apr (R. Day) and Wilson W.A., Benton, 28 May (JH). On 14 May, two Acorn Woodpeckers were near Lyle, Klickitat, Washington's only regular spot for this species (PtS). Red-naped Sapsuckers were near Lebanon, Linn, 31 Mar (JH), Elkton, Douglas, 2 May (SD), and Portland 7 Apr (R. Cronin); they are rare in spring w. of the Cascades. Willow Flycatchers at Spanaway, Pierce, 28 Apr (GR), Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, 2 May (SM, DD) and Washtucna, Adams, 4 May (BF) were exceptionally early for Washington, the main influx not reaching that state until about 25 May. A few Least Flycatchers occur annually in the Region starting in late May; singles were at Wenas Creek, Yakima, 26-29 May (AS); Palouse Falls, Franklin, 27 May (KKn, DB); and Malheur 30 May (JG, GL, SG). Gray Flycatchers were near Arlington, Snohomish, 1-2 May (DB, †SM, OD) and at Steigerwald L., Clark, 6 May (†WC); there were only three prior records from w. Washington, two from May. A Black Phoebe at Milwaukie, Clackamas, to 20 Mar was well n. of its usual range (ES). Washington's 3rd Eastern Phoebe was at Washtucna 27 May (†DB) while Oregon's 6th was near Fossil, Wheeler, 14 May (†PaS); most of the Region's records have accrued during the last five years. Ten Say's Phoebes in w. Oregon 6 Mar-5 May were well above average and included one on the outer coast near Florence 16 Mar (BS). The only w. Washington report came from Steigerwald L., 19 Mar (HG). Three Ash-throated Flycatchers were n. of their usual range in w Oregon: F.R.R. 15 May (L. Gilbert); Detroit Flats, Marion, 16 May (M. Kleinbaum); and Tualatin N.W.R., Washington, 30 May (EM); most records from nw. Oregon are May/June. Seven Western Kingbirds at P.N.P. 22 May (VN) was an impressive concentration for the westside. A Loggerhead Shrike, barely annual in w. Washington, was at Everett 13 May (DB). Another on the outer coast at Cape Blanco 26 May (TJW) was more exceptional. A Northern Shrike at Finley N.W.R., Benton, 22 Apr (J. Fairchild) was about three weeks late for w. Oregon. Three Plumbeous Vireos from Harney, 19-30 May seems above normal, but this species' status is still being worked out (M, HN, D. Helier, D. Albright). A Red-eyed Vireo at Malheur 9 May (OS) was at least two weeks early. Blue Jays, barely annual on the westside and virtually unrecorded after early May, were at Steamboat I., Thurston, 25 Mar-7 May (J. Parkhurst); Duvall, King, 30 Mar-1 Apr (fide H. Opperman); Philomath, Benton, 15 May (K. Fairchild); and P.N.P. 21 May (VN). On the eastside, individuals remained at Sisters, Deschutes, until 6 May (SS) and at Bend, Deschutes, until 19 Mar (G. Bernstein). Clark's Nutcrackers, rare in the westside lowlands, were near Pedee, Polk, 31 Mar (TB), Mehama, Marion, 8 Mar (SD), and Coburg, Lane, 13 May (L. Kaye). Ten reports of Bank Swallows away from westside breeding areas provided further evidence of their increase w. of the Cascades; in the past, they were less-than-annual during spring. Particularly notable was one about two weeks early at Newport, Lincoln, 11 Apr (W. Hoffman). Two Rock Wrens, rare on the westside, were at Mt. Pisgah, Lane, 23 May (DDe). A Bewick's Wren near Frenchglen, Harney, 20 May was well e. of that species normal range (HN). Three Northern Mockingbirds on the westside represented an average spring: Eugene 12-13 Apr (L. Fish), N.S.C.B. throughout period (TR), and Ft. Steilacoom, Pierce, 18 Apr (B. Wilson). Only one from the eastside, however, was subpar—Malheur 20 May (OS). Sage Thrashers, extremely rare in w. Washington, were at Vancouver, Clark, 24 Apr-2 May (RK, KKn), Steigerwald L., Clark, 30 Apr (HG), and near Granite Falls, Snohomish, 5 May (B. Boyes). A Brown Thrasher at Prairie Creek, Wallowa, until early May (F. & SC) was about the 20th for Oregon.

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES
A Tennessee Warbler, nearly annual in se. Oregon 20 May-15 June, was at Malheur 30 May (GL, JG). Two Virginia's Warblers were at Malheur 19 May (†OS), one of which remained until 29 May GL); 2 more were at Page Springs, Harney, 26 May (N. Bjorkiand, M. Rudolph). This species recently proved to be a local breeder in se. Oregon, but there are <10 Oregon records during migration. A Black-throated Gray Warbler near Corvallis 20 Mar was two weeks early (R. Noss) and a Hermit Warbler along the Winchuck R, Curry, 26 Mar was a month early (DM). Oregon's 7th Black-throated Green Warbler was at Malheur 20 May (PaS); most previous records are from Harney 21 May-20 June. The wintering Palm Warbler in Portland remained until 13 Mar (D. Bailey); the one in Everett remained mail 2 Mar (S. Pink). Another at Mollala 28 May (ES, T. Sellers) was exceptionally late and an apparent spring migrant. The only Black-and-white Warbler was at Malheur 26 May (AC); the Region has recently averaged 5/spring, not including June. Oregon's 4th Kentucky Warbler was at Fields, Harney, 8 May (M); the previous three records are from Harney and Lake in June/July. A Yellow-breasted Chat at Wilson WA, Benton, 3 May (A. McGie) was n. of its usual w. Oregon range. A Summer Tanager at Fields 9 May was about the 8th for Oregon (M); most previous records are from the se. 24 May-14 June, but there are at least two late Apr/early May records from n. California. A tally of 100+ Western Tanagers at P.N.P. 7 May was exceptional (VN). The wintering Clay-colored Sparrow at Sauvie I. remained until 12 Mar (RK); 3 returned to the traditional Spokane nesting site by 16 May (JA). A singing Brewer's Sparrow at Marymoor Park, King, 29-30 Apr provided w. Washington with only its 9th record (EH), 7 of which were 2 Apr-5 June. Equally rare was one on the Oregon coast at Brookings, Curry, 30 Apr (DM). Three Vesper Sparrows were in w. Washington away from breeding areas: Carnation 14. May (EH); Sylvana, Snohomish, 27 May (SM, DD); and Sequim 31 May (L. & BR). Migrant Vespers are rare in w. Washington and mostly occur early Apr-early May. A Lark Sparrow, rare in nw. Oregon, was at Brownsville, Linn, 5 May (M. Nikas). A singing Black-throated Sparrow, a local and irregular breeder in e. Washington, was n. of Royal City, Grant, 31 May (EH). Two others were in w. Oregon, where casual: Sutherlin, Douglas, 16 May (K. Wilson) and Coburg 27 Apr (R. Holland). Most westside records have been mid-May to early June. A Sage Sparrow at Steptoe Butte, Asotin, 28 May provided a first county record and was well e. of the species' normal range (DB, KKn). A Lark Bunting at the L. Ozette trail-head, Clallam, 28 May (A. Schlecht), provided ±1lth Washington record and first from Mar-May, if accepted by the WBRC. Four previous records are from June, with three from Clallam. Single Grasshopper Sparrows were at Detroit Flats, Marion, 8 Apr and 5
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May (SD); migrants are extremely rare on the westside and 8 Apr is probably the earliest ever for the Region [though it has wintered—ed.]. A Red Fox Sparrow, likely zaboria, was at Spencer I., Snohomish, 12 Mar (†SM, DD); the status of this taxon in the Region is still uncertain, but it appears to occur annually. The last of the Region's overwintering Swamp Sparrows were at Millicoma Marsh, Coos, 15 Apr (TR). A Harris's Sparrow at Nisqually N.W.R. 31 May was a month late (SN). A Golden-crowned Sparrow at Cape Blanco 26 May (TJW) was ±10 days late, but one at Washtucna 27 May was later and quite far east (DB); also rather far e. were 1-2 at Davenport, Lincoln, 5-12 May (JA). A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Astoria 5 Apr was ±6 weeks early, if it did not winter locally (MP). Two more were seen in Portland 14 May (P. Blair) and a single was at Fields 26 May (M); the Region averages about 3 each May. Lazuli Buntings are rare west of the Puget Trough in Washington, so males near Sequim 18 & 22 May were noteworthy (G. Kridler, L. & BR). Another at Canby, Clackamas, 5 Apr (ES, TS) was among the earliest ever for the Region. A male Indigo Bunting at Puyallup, Pierce, 11-13 May (L. A. Rose, †D. Adams) was Washington's 8th and the earliest by seven days. Another at Hillsboro, Washington, 16 May was also early. Tricolored Blackbirds returned for the 3rd consecutive summer to their colony near Wilson Creek, Grant, with 20+ males there 28 May (DB, KKn). A Rusty Blackbird at Ellensburg, Kittitas, 21 May was probably the latest ever of this rare winter visitor (†PtS, †D. Hayden, RS). Common Grackles were at Fields 18 May (M) and Malheur 31 May (S. Jaggers); there are now ±23 Oregon records, half from May. Great-tailed Grackles, regular in spring/summer in se. Oregon for nearly two decades but casual on the westside and in ne. Oregon, were near Florence 8 May (R. LaChance), Newport 8 May (R. Cheek), and LaGrande, Union, 9 Apr (S. Croghan). Rare w. of the Cascades, a Cassin's Finch was at Leaburg, Lane, 11 Apr (A. Reid). Several Common Redpolls from this winter's irruption lingered into Mar on the eastside, but singles near Lebanon 9 Mar (BT), Olympia 31 Mar (J. Pruske), and Mt. Vernon, Skagit, 10 Mar (T. Douglass) were on the westside, where always rare. A Hoary Redpoll at Elk, Spokane, 14-16 Mar was about the 12th for Washington and the first to be physically documented (vt. MMo).

Addenda: The following were inadvertently not included in the fall 1999 column: E. Oregon's 5th Pomarine Jaeger at McNary Dam, Umatilla, 21 Nov (D. Smith, P. Dauble); Brown Thrasher at Glass Butte, Lake, 10 Sep, about the 19th for Oregon (A. Reid).
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The Nesting Season, 2000

Oregon/Washington Region

Steven Mlodinow, Bill Tweit, and Bill Tice
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New Regional Map

Washington and Oregon had another interesting season. There were some fine rarities, including Oregon's first Yellow-throated Vireo and fourth Blue-winged Warbler, plus Washington's fourth Eastern Phoebe and fifth White-winged Dove. More interesting, however, were findings from June research cruises off the northern Olympic Peninsula, which recorded not only rarities (two Murphy's/Solander's Petrels and three Manx Shearwaters) but out-of-season Laysan Albatrosses, Buller's Shearwaters, Short-tailed Shearwaters, Arctic Terns, and Ancient Murrelets. What they did not find were numbers of Cassin's Auklets. The decline of this species as a breeder in the Region is of grave concern. Another bird possibly in peril as a breeder here is Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel. On the other hand, numbers of other common seabirds such as Northern Fulmar, Sooty Shearwater, and Common Murres seemed to be rebounding from recent downtrends. Perhaps the most interesting report of the season, however, involved a family of grouse in the Olympic Mountains—a sighting which raises the specter of a relict Spruce Grouse population there.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir; Lane, OR); M.N.W.R. (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); N.S.C.B. (North Spit Coos Bay, Coos, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); P.N.P.
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(Pt. No Pt., Kitsap, WA); eastside and westside (east and west of the Cascade crest, respectively).

LOONS THROUGH RAPTORS
A tally of 100 Pacific Loons at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, 17 June was exceptional for summer (PP), A Yellow-billed Loon was at O.S. 14-31 July (GR); this is the 5th in the past five summers, but only the 9th in the past 20. A pair of Red-necked Grebes with a chick at Alakai L., Grant, 2 July provided an extremely rare nesting record away from ne. Washington (SM, DD, CB). Eight Clark's Grebes were at F.R.R. 2 June, their only westside breeding area (WW), while one at Pacifica, Josephine, 27 June provided a rare summer record from elsewhere on the westside (DV). Two Laysan Albatrosses were off the n. Olympic Peninsula in late June (SMi, RRw); there have been summer records in three of the last ten years. Northern Fulmar numbers were up from the previous three summers, with a peak of 1,746 off Westport 22 July (TRW). Two dark Pterodromas, both reported as Murphy's, were off the n. Olympic Peninsula 19 & 21 June (BLb, RRw); the summer distribution of Murphy's and Solander's in the ne. Pacific is still uncertain. Pink-footed Shearwaters improved over last summer's low numbers, with an average of 70 per trip off Westport. One Flesh-footed Shearwater was off the n. Olympic Peninsula on 18 June (BLb, SMi, RRw) was the only report. A very unusual scattering of summer Buller's Shearwaters included singles off the n. Olympic Peninsula on 18, 19 & 21 June (RRw, SMi) and off Westport 14-15 July (TRW). Sooty Shearwater numbers were respectable, averaging over 2,300 per trip off Westport in July (TRW), apparently the highest summer numbers in a decade. Three Short-tailed Shearwaters off the n. Olympic Peninsula 17 June (BLb, SMi) provided rare summer records. Manx Shearwater sightings continue to increase, including no fewer than 6 this summer, with singles 32 nautical miles w. of Westport 23 June (†M. Force), at O.S. 9-23 July (vt. SM, DD), 5 miles off Port Angeles, Clallam, 22 July (†PL), ±3 miles off Kalaloch, Jefferson, 22 June (†SMi, RRw), ±10 mi off the Hoh R., Jefferson, 21 June (RRw), and ±10 mi off the Raft R. mouth, Grays Harbor, 22 June (RRw); this was the 5th consecutive summer with Manx records. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel numbers off Westport were very low, averaging only 20 per trip (TRW) and Leach's Storm-Petrel were found on only one of three trips off Westport in July. Larger numbers of both species were found off the n. Olympic Peninsula in late June (RRw, SMi), maybe indicating a shift northward. A few American White Pelicans continue to roam the westside, including 4 at Smith L., Multnomah, 10 June (R. Spencer) and 2 at Blaine, Whatcom, 16-28 June (D. Robinson). A Brown Pelican at Brinnon, Jefferson, 13 July was unusually far into the Puget Sound region, especially for summer (G. Dunham); most Puget Sound records are from fall. Snowy Egrets, now annual in Washington, were near Oroville, Okanogan, 9 June (†R. Foxall) and Wilson Creek, Grant, 13-15 July (†M.A. Thorbeck, C. Eagan). A Cattle Egret was near Burns, Harney, 25 June (JA); they are rare summer visitors to se. Oregon. Remnants of the May irruption of White-faced Ibis were found throughout the season, including 27 at Doerfler's Pond, Linn, 1 June (RG), one at Kingston, Kitsap, 1 June (BN), one at Columbia N.W.R., Grant, WA, 3 June (vt. SM, DD), 7 at R.N.W.R. 4 June (F. & K. Patrick), up to 16 at W. Richland, Benton, 1-3 June (B. & T. Clarke), one at Seattle 16 June (B. Feltner), one at N.S.C.B. 10 July (TR), one at Brookings, Curry, 11 July (CD), one at Wilson Creek, Grant, WA, 13 July (M.A. Thorbeck, C. Eagan), and one at Seneca, Grant, OR, 14 July (RG); this species typically is rare during summer in ne. Oregon and e. Washington and extremely rare on the westside. Rare lingering geese included a Ross's near Burns, Harney, throughout the period (HN), a White-fronted at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, 17 July (JL), and the Emperor at Port Angeles, Clallam, throughout the period (PL). Brant were present in above-normal numbers, with a maximum of 21 in Clallam 12-13 July (PL). No pure American Black Ducks have been seen at Everett, Snohomish, in over one year (SM); this introduced population is likely now extirpated, though some of the genes live on in Mallard x American Black Duck hybrids. Blue-winged Teal numbers were distinctly high Region wide, and 74 at F.R.R. 6 June were exceptional for the west-side (P. & S. Summers). A likely Cinnamon x Green-winged Teal was noted at F.R.R. 2 June (†P. Mathios). A Northern Shoveler with young at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, was at Oregon's only regular breeding location (RG). A Ring-necked Duck brood at N.S.C.B. provided an extremely rare coastal breeding record (TR). Scarce breeders anywhere on the westside included a brood of Green-winged Teal at Hastie L., Island (SM, DD), 3 broods of Lesser Scaup at Everett (SM), and 4 broods of Lesser Scaup near Freeland, Island (SM, S. Terry). Greater Scaup seemed more evident than usual this summer, with a maximum of 40 at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, throughout the period (TA) and 2 rare eastside summer records: 3 at Hines, Harney, 12 June (HN) and one at Othello, Adams, 2 July (SM). A Long-tailed Duck, rare during summer, was at Port Angeles 22 July (PL). A tally of 77 Barrow's Goldeneye at L. Lenore, Grant, 2 July was exceptional (SM, DD, CB). Buffleheads, very rare breeders, raised a brood near Chesaw, Okanogan (PL). The only report of nesting White-tailed Kites was from the vicinity of Central Point, Jackson, 22 July (DV). Nineteen Osprey nests at Port Gardner Bay, Snohomish, is likely the largest concentration on the westside (SM). Swainson's Hawks at Portland 3 June (M. Houck) and Sauvie I. 2 June (C. Hallett) were undoubtedly remnants of the spring invasion; typically this species is extremely rare on the westside. An ad. Merlin with 4 fledglings near Bellingham, Whatcom, provided extremely rare nesting evidence (TRW). Very late migrant Merlins were at the New R., Coos, 1 June (TR) and Walla Walla 12 June (MD, MLD). Extremely rare for summer w. of the Cascades was a Prairie Falcon near Lincoln City, Lincoln, 12 June (PP).

GROUSE THROUGH WOOOPECKERS

SA - Rumors of Spruce Grouse on the Olympic Peninsula have surfaced now and again. This June, Mark Lockwood closely observed and provided written documentation for a female with 3-4 chicks at low elevation about five mi. e. of Oil City, Jefferson. Notably the large white spots on the upper tail coverts of Franklin's Grouse (the race elsewhere in Washington) were not noted. Mark's sighting strongly suggests an extant population of Spruce Grouse on the Olympic Peninsula, but documentation by photograph or specimen would he necessary to fully establish this fact. Furthermore, the question arises, if Spruce Grouse are present, what sub-species are they?

Two ad. Mountain Quail with 2 chicks were in Pierce 20 July, perhaps representing a previously unknown population (D.
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Paulson); the only established populations in w. Washington are on the westside of the Puget Sound, mostly in Kitsap. A Sandhill Crane, casual w. of the Cascades during summer was at Cape Arago, Coos, 15 July (TR). An American Golden-Plover at N.S.C.B. 22 July was the first during summer since 1996 (JG). Two Pacific Golden-Plovers at N.S.C.B. 4-29 June provided the Region's first oversummering record (TR), while 4 at Ten Mile Creek, Coos, 3 June were late spring migrants (DB). An ad. Snowy Plover with 2 young were at the Necanicum Estuary, Clatsop, 29 July (TT); they are very local nesters in the Region and have not nested in Clatsop for 15 years. Semipalmated Plovers unsuccessfully attempted nesting at N.S.C.B., where they have bred twice previously (DL, KC); the only other Oregon breeding records are from M.N.W.R. during the late 1980s. Five Black-necked Stilts were at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, 18-31 July (JL); they are extremely rare on the westside during late summer/fall. American Avocets are not annual during summer on the westside, so singles at Port Orford, Curry, 17 June (J. Cramer) and the Sandy R. mouth, Multnomah, 27 June (S. Clark) were noteworthy; even more notable, however, was the Westside’s first nesting record at Crockett L., Island, where 8 adults raised 3 young (SM, DD, H. Opperman). The only Solitary Sandpiper was at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln, 8 July (JA); the Region has recently averaged 4/July. Several Upland Sandpipers near Seneca, Grant, OR, 18 June revealed that this species maintains its tenuous foothold in the Region (TR). A tally of 950 ad. Whimbrels at Tokeland, Pacific, 22 July was unprecedented for southbound migration (SM, DD, EK). Bar-tailed Godwits, formerly accidental during summer, are becoming annual in occurrence. This summer one was at Ten Mile Creek, Coos, 17 July (DB), an ad. female was at Tokeland from 14 July on (PL, vt. SM) and a male was at Tokeland 22 July (EK, vt. SM, DD); the Tokeland birds that were there last summer. There were 55 Semipalmated Sandpipers reported from 30 June onward, with a maximum of 10 at Crockett L., Island, 15 July (SM, DD), being about average. The only Baird's Sandpiper this summer was at Heceta Beach, Lane, 6 July (B. & Z. Stotz). Six Pectoral Sandpipers, from 6 July on, was about normal. A Rock Sandpiper at the Siltcoos R. mouth, Lane, 27 June was the Region's first in summer (J. Fukuda, DB). Early returning Dunlin included one at N.S.C.B. 25 June (TR), one at O.S. 13 July (TA), and one near Sequim, Clallam, 13 July (PL). A Stilt Sandpiper at Othello, Adams, 3 June represented only the 3rd eastside record of a northbound bird (DD, SM). Wilson's Phalaropes, rare nesters on the westside, bred at Ankeny N.W.R. and Baskett Slough N.W.R. (RG, JL). Four South Polar Skuas off the Olympic Peninsula in June (RRw, BLb, SMi) was a surprising number for summer. Two Parasitic Jaegers were flying over freshwater at Crockett L., Island, 17 June (DD, SM); jaegers are very rare during summer in the Puget Sound region. Franklin's Gulls continued their irruption into e. Washington, where very rare during summer, with up to 10 at L. Lenore, Grant, 8 June-2 July (TA), 3 at Wilson Creek, Grant, 1-4 July (PtS, SM), and 8 at Othello, Adams, .8 June (TA); most interestingly, a bird at L. Lenore on 8 June exhibited behavior suggestive of nesting (TA). On the westside, Franklin's are extremely rare during spring but rare-to-uncommon during fall; one at Lincoln City, Lincoln, 6 June was a holdover from spring (PP), while singles near Winchester Bay, Douglas, 18 July (DB) and the Necanicum R. mouth, Clatsop, 20 July (MP) were early fall arrivals. A Little Gull at P.N.P. 26-27 July was only the 3rd for summer in Washington (VN). A Mew Gull at L. Lenore is rare during any season, but one on 8 June likely provided the first eastside summer record (TA). A Glaucous Gull, casual during summer, was at Lincoln City, Lincoln, 4 June (JH). Elegant Terns were found annually in the Region from 1989-1998, but with the return of colder ocean temperatures, none were seen in 1999 and none were expected in 2000. Consequently, 3 at the Necanicum Estuary, Clatsop, 18 July (TT), one at Clatsop Spit, Clatsop, 19 July (TT), and one at O.S. 9 July (SM, DD) were quite surprising. Perhaps, like Brown Pelicans and Heermann's Gulls, their occurrence is becoming less linked to water temperature. Two Arctic Terns remained at Everett, Snohomish, to 21 June without any sign of successful nesting (TA). Furthermore, 26 summering Arctic Terns were off the Olympic Peninsula in June (SMi); midsummer records away from the Everett breeding colony are very scarce. Eleven Forster's Terns were at F.R.R. 2 June, with scattered sightings there to 10 July (WW). One was at Everett, Snohomish, 7 June and 9 July (D. Beaudette, G. Toffic) and another was at Monroe, Snohomish, 9 June (KK); Forster's are extremely rare spring migrants and are unknown as breeders on the westside. Black Terns were at their only two westside nesting locations-25 at F.R.R. 2 June (WW) and 5 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, 13 June (J. Grier). After a decade of breeding failure, Common Murres bred successfully for the 2nd consecutive summer; July trips off Westport found good numbers of chick/adult pairs moving north (TRW) About 10 Ancient Murrelets, some in pairs, were off the Olympic Peninsula in June (BLb, RRw), raising hopes that this species continues to breed in Washington. Cassin's Auklet numbers, a source of concern for a decade, remained very low off Westport, averaging only 2 per trip (TRW). To the north, 161 Cassin's were off the Olympic Peninsula 16-25 June, a low count for waters adjacent to their breeding colonies (SMi). A Horned Puffin was at Cape Foulweather, Lincoln, 15 July (B Thackaberry, †JH, S. Wratten); the species has been seen during July-Aug in three of the last four years on the Oregon coast Band-tailed Pigeons, rare on the east-side, visited Fields, Harney, 1 June (M) and Frenchglen, Harney, 13 June (AC); most eastside records are from se. Oregon during spring/summer. Washington's 5th White-winged Dove was at Tatoosh I., Clallam, 12 June (ph. J. Parrish); all records are May-Nov. For the 5th summer of the last six, a Yellow-billed Cuckoo was in Harney, this time at M.N.W.R. 9-27 June (CC, AC) Another reported from Mountlake Terrace, Snohomish, 11 July is pending W.B.R.C. review (†J. Elder); this species is rare in Washington, with most records being June-July. Black Swifts were found at several Oregon locations far from Salt Creek Falls, Lane, their only known breeding site in that state; most were on the coast during early and mid-June. A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Mt. Pleasant, Skamania, 21 July was in sw. Washington, where very rare (WC). A Lewis's Woodpecker, rare in w. Washington, was near Little Rock, Thurston, during July (K. Li, K. Baker) Integrade Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted Flickers were in Lynwood, Snohomish, 12 June (P. Ross) and Seattle 8 July (TA); though common during winter, such birds are casual during summer.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRASHERS
Typical of the past decade, 9 Least Flycatchers were found, mostly on the eastside, with singles at Page Springs, Harney, throughout the period (W. Gross), Hamilton, Skagit, 4 June (SA), Vantage, Kittitas, 11 June (R. Lawson), Agency L ,
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Klamath, 7 July (FM), Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, 25 July (M. Frobe); 2 were at Holliday S.P., Grant, OR, 14 July (RG) and at Lower Hardy Canyon, Yakima, 17 June (PtS). A Gray Flycatcher in se. Washington at FEALE 30 July was well away from known breeding areas and may have been an exceptionally early migrant (BL, NL). Washington’s 4th Eastern Phoebe was singing at L. Ozette, Clallam, 3 June (†S. Gremel). Eastern Kingbirds are very rare on the outer coast, so singles at Cape Blanco, Curry, 3 July (TJW) and Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, 12-13 June (R. Lowe) were noteworthy. This species is also a very local nester on the westside, but numbers may be increasing, as evidenced by 6 pairs plus 3 singles near Everett, Snohomish, during June (SM). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Burns, Harney, 15 July was the 13th for Oregon and the 5th for e. Oregon (ph. SD); previous e. Oregon records spanned 14 June-7 Aug. Oregon's first Yellow-throated Vireo was at M.N.W.R. 9 June (†CC, JS, AC, D. Taylor); the prior Regional record was from Spencer I., Snohomish, 26-28 Oct 1995 A singing Hutton's Vireo near Husum, Klickitat, 17 June was in e. Washington, where extremely rare (SJ). A family group of Western Scrub-Jays at Prineville, Crook, provided further evidence of range expansion (N. MacDonald). A tally of 2,000 Bank Swallows at Walla Walla 8 July was exceptional (MD, MLD), while a colony of 10+ near Toutle, Cowlitz, 2 July was at a previously unknown breeding area (†F. Drobny); this very local breeder on the westside may be expanding its range. Very rare in w. Oregon n. of Jackson was a Pygmy Nuthatch at Big L., Linn, 12 July (M. Hunter); another at M.N.W.R. 29 July was also well out-of-place (HN). Two Bewick's Wrens at Page Springs, Harney, 11 June (HN) and 2 in the Trout Creek Mountains, Harney, 16 July (SD) were well east of their normal range. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Trout Creek Canyon, Harney, 1 June was east of this species' known breeding range (M). A summering Gray Catbird at Bend, Deschutes, was well west of this species' Oregon breeding areas (D Tracey). A pair of Northern Mockingbirds along Alder Creek Canyon, Klickitat, raised 4 young, while an additional male sang nearby (SJ); there are +3 previous Washington breeding records. Other Washington reports included one at Hanford, Benton, 17 June (R. Johnson, D. Ward) and two near Pasco, Franklin, 23 June (R Rawvett). In Oregon, mockingbirds were at Toledo, Lincoln, 17 June (DF) and Glass Butte, Lake, 9 June (JL); the Region has recently averaged ±5/summer. A Brown Thrasher at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, 25 June was about the 21st for Oregon (†DF).

WARBLERS TO CROSSBILLS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oregon's 3rd and the Region's 4th Blue-winged Warbler was at Indian Ford Creek, Deschutes, 24-31 July. (ph. GG, †CG, †J. Meredith); previous records came from May and September. A Virginia's Warbler was in the Trout Creek Mountains, Harney, 16 July (SD); in 1998 the first Oregon nesting evidence came from nearby areas in Malheur. Northern Parula sightings include a male at M.N.W.R. 10 June (CC), a female at M.N.W.R. 11 June (CC), and a male at Lincoln City, Lincoln, 12 July (PP); there are about 45 Oregon records, mostly from Harney. A male Magnolia Warbler banded at Galesville Res., Douglas, 14 July added to Oregon's ±35 records, but was exceptional for mid-summer (fide DV). At least one Black-and-white Warbler was at M.N.W.R. 13 June-5 July (K. Rodecap, RG, DP); the Region has recently averaged about 3/summer. There were a number of noteworthy American Redstart sightings. On the westside, a pair nested at Cape Blanco, Curry (TJW), 2 males were at Fortson Mill Ponds, Snohomish, for the 2nd consecutive year (SM, DD), 3 males were at traditional Skagit R. sites (SA), and one was at Cascade Head, Lincoln, 13 June (PP); redstarts are an extremely local breeder in w. Washington, have bred only once in w. Oregon, and are a rare spring migrant into mid-June. On the eastside, potential breeding occurred at Liberty, Kittitas, where a pair was found carrying food (SM, DD), and at Indian Ford Creek, where two females and a male were found (N. Pieplow, GG); redstarts are rare breeders on the east slope of the Cascades. A singing Ovenbird near Camp Sherman, Jefferson, 19 June was about the 43rd for Oregon (PaS), while one at Packwood, Lewis, 16 June-1 July was Washington's 15th (T. Eckert, †KK); relatively few records are from midsummer. Northern Waterthrushes again occupied their only known w. Oregon breeding site at Salt Creek Falls, Lane (R. Freeman), while one singing at Liberty, Kittitas, 10 June was well away from Washington's known breeding areas (PtS). Yellow-breasted Chats at Pierce N.W.R., Skamania, 15 June (EA) and near Rockport, Skagit, 16-17 June (SA) furnished the 23rd and 24th w. Washington records since 1970, most of them from late May—late June. A Green-tailed Towhee, casual in Oregon w. of the Cascades, was in Benton's Coast Range 5 June (B. Newhouse). Recently considered a vagrant anywhere on the westside, Brewer's Sparrows certainly seem to be established, at least locally, in Jackson and Josephine with 3 adults and 3 juveniles near Central Point 22 July (DV), 4, Mt. Ashland 7 July (DV), and one singing, near Cave Junction 21 June (CM, MM). Other potential westside breeders included 3 at Detroit, Marion, 12 June (SD) and one at Linn Cascades, 8 July (RG). A true vagrant was a Brewer's at Lincoln City, Lincoln, 13 June (PP). Vesper Sparrows at Clatsop Spit, Clatsop, 4 July (TT) and Salmon R., Lincoln, 28 July (PP) were well away from known breeding areas. Black-throated Sparrows staged a mini-invasion into the westside, where it is irruptive usually from mid-May to early June. Singles were at Portland 5 June (J. Salmon), Gresham, Multnomah, 7 June (W. Stone), Cape Blanco, Curry, 7 June (TJW), and Graham, Pierce, 15 June (B. Holtz). In e. Washington, this species is rare and local. Two at Richland, Benton, 13 June (BL, NL, BW), and 3+ near Vantage, Kittitas, during June (R. Romea, S. Pink, M. Breece) were at or near traditional sites, but two exchanging food at Steptoe Butte, Whitman, 3-5 June (JA) potentially represented a substantial range expansion. A Grasshopper Sparrow, a rare-and-declining westside breeder, was at F.R.R. 9 June (S. Maulding). A Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow at Rattlesnake Ridge, Benton, 23 June was well away from this race's breeding area in the North Cascades and was about 4 weeks late locally (BL, NL). A Golden-crowned Sparrow at Cape Blanco 4 June was three weeks late, providing a rare summer record (TJW). A young Gray-headed Junco in the Trout Creek Mtns., Harney, 17 July provided Oregon's 5th record (SD); a small breeding population likely exists in extreme se. Oregon as nesting was confirmed in Malheur last summer. Lapland Longspurs were at Ten Mile Creek, Coos, 3 June (DB), Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, 12 June (DF), and Floras L., Curry, 14 June (DL, KC); there are only 3 previous summer records, including 2 last year during early June. Oregon averages about 5 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks/summer, Washington about one/summer; this year 7 were in Oregon, all 2-12 June, while Washington had 3: Spokane, 5 June (†JA, W. Hall), near Twisp, Okanogan, 5 July (J. Robertson), and Anacortes, Skagit, 19 July (ph. H. Heneks). An Indigo Bunting was 28 mi. w. of Grants Pass, Josephine, 29 June (DV), about the
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43rd for Oregon, most of which have been mid-May to early Aug. Washington's 10th Indigo Bunting and the 3rd this year was at Concrete, Skagit, 7 June (K. & J. Wiggers). Oregon's 8th Dickcissel was at Brookings, Curry, 2-11 July (K. Goldwater, DM, CD); most previous records were also from the outer coast and were scattered from July—Mar. Washington's only Tricolored Blackbird colony, near Wilson Creek, Grant, boasted up to 25 adults plus young (†TA, †SM). A Common Grackle at the New R., Coos, 2 June was about the 24th for Oregon (TR). Great-tailed Grackles extended their spring push into Oregon with up to 2 at F.R.R. 9 June-11 July (D. Irons, D. Fix, AC, S. McDonald), one at Plush, Lake, 19 June (RG, D. Heyerly), 4 at Agency L., Klamath, 5 July (KS), and one at Eugene, Lane, 23 June (R. Titus); during the last several years, this species has been mostly limited to Harney. A White-winged Crossbill was at Waldo L., Lane, 5-13 June (WW, TR) and 2 were at Conrad Meadows, Yakima, 17 June (PtS); this species is unpredictable in the Region's montane forests.
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