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It was a remarkable fall in Oregon with seven first state records (Manx Shearwater, Brown Booby, Wilson’s Plover, Common Ground-Dove, Broad-billed Hummingbird, White Wagtail, and Louisiana Waterthrush). Washington did not fare as well, with "only" two first state records. 
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The fall passerine migration was superb, with good numbers of the usual species and an abundance of vagrants. Topping the list were the Region's first Louisiana Water-thrush, Washington's first Golden-winged Warbler, the region's 6th Canada Warbler, and a wagtail that may well represent North America's first White Wagtail of the race leucopsis. And ten Tropical/Couch's Kingbirds this fall wasn't bad either. In contrast, most of the "uncommon" shorebird migrants were downright scarce. The fall seemed to consist of two seasons. Aug. through Oct. were warm and abnormally dry months. The rains finally started in Nov., which was wet, windy, and warm. The 11.62 inches of rainfall in Seattle in Nov. set a new record for the month. The warm weather encouraged many birds to stay late, including record-late dates for Olive-sided Flycatcher and Gray Flycatcher. A total of 11 passerine species were found a month or more beyond their usual departure date. Adding to this pleasing situation were good movements of montane species into the lowlands, plus a solid movement of several "winter finches" into the Region.

Abbreviations: O.S. (O.S., Grays Harbor, WA); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); P.N.P. (Point No Point Kitsap, WA); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Multnomah/Columbia, OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA).

LOONS THROUGH DUCKS 
Thirteen reports of Pacific Loon from freshwater areas is somewhat below average for a fall total, and only one Yellow-billed Loon report, at Sequim, Clallam, WA, Oct. 4+ (NB, SM) is also well below average. Fifteen Clark's Grebes were reported from the west-side; all but four were from w. Oregon. The large numbers and distribution of these uncommon migrants shows considerable annual variation. The 9 Regional pelagic trips averaged 100+ Black-footed Albatross per trip, with a high count of 323 off Westport, WA, Aug. 22 (TRW). Both totals are above the long-term average. Four Laysan Albatross were reported off Westport, WA, Aug. 8—Oct. 18 (BrL, TRW, BTw) and none off Oregon. They increased the 1998 regional total to thirteen, about average for the late 1990s. N. Fulmar numbers averaged about 500 per trip and peaked at 1,222 off Westport Oct. 18 (TRW), very similar to last fall's excellent numbers. Unusually large counts of Pink-footed Shearwater included a count of 400 from land at Cape Blanco, OR, Sep. 24 (DLa, KC, TR, CD) and 1,000 off Depoe Bay, OR, Sep. 12 (MH, GG). Washington pelagic counts were normal, with a peak of 503 off Westport Sep. 12 (TRW). Five Flesh-footed Shearwaters were reported, 

94  North American Birds, Spring 1999 

a low fall total: two off Oregon (MH, GG) and three off Washington (BrL, TRW). The June. appearance of Buller's Shearwaters did not presage a good fall; the peak count was 550 off Westport Oct. 18 (BrL). The low counts of Sooty Shearwaters on pelagic trips continue to concern us, but shore counts of 50,000 on Willapa Bay, WA, Aug. 1 (SM, DD) and 12,000 off Leadbetter Pt., WA, Aug. 8 (M. & C. Shepard) may provide some indication of better onshore abundance. The peak pelagic number was 3,691 off Westport, WA, Sep. 12 (TRW). Again, they appeared well inside the Strait of Juan de Fuca in Sep., where they were formerly casual: two off Swantown, Island, Sep. 21 (SM, P. Sunby), two off Fort Worden S.P., Jefferson, Sep. 23 and Oct. 7 (E. Deal), and one off P.N.P. Sep. 28 (VN). The first Oregon records of Manx Shearwater were singles seen from shore off Barview, Tillamook, Oct. 6 (†JG) and off Otter Rock, Lincoln, Nov. 4 (†JG); previous reports have not been accepted by the O.B.R.C. One off Westport Aug. 22 (†BTw, BrL) was Washington's 3rd for the year and about the 9th overall. There was no repeat of the remarkable numbers of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel found inside Puget Sound the previous fall; the only report was one off Edmonds Oct. 5 (G. Toffic). An imm. Brown Booby that flew over the pelagic trip boat 15 miles off Depoe Bay Oct. 3 (†MH, GG) is the first Oregon report. The Region's first occurred only last year in Clallam, WA. A scattering of Am. White Pelican has been on the westside since spring, which is very unusual. The pair at O.S. was seen through Oct 6 (B. Morse), a pair was at Sauvie and nearby areas Nov. 7+ (T. Slupesky, R. Korpi), and a pair was near Eugene, OR, Nov. 28 (RRb). Very high numbers of Brown Pelicans remained through the period; normally they have almost all departed by early Nov. A count of 500 at LaPush, Clallam, Nov. 1 (M. Wilson) is an astounding number for such a late date. Other large, late counts on the Washington coast included 150 at Tokeland, Pacific, Nov. 1 (SM) and 60 at Cape Flattery, Clallam, Nov. 30 (K. Lei). For the 6th consecutive fall, Brown Pelicans were reported in Puget Sound waters. The total of 11+ reports is the 2nd highest total but is much lower than the 90 reported in the previous fall. Most of the reports came from the Seattle area (three), P.N.P. (four), and the w. shoreline of Whidbey I. (two), and all but one were seen in Nov. Great Egrets were numerous throughout the Region, except coastal Washington and the Puget Trough, where only 13 individuals were reported. Representative high counts elsewhere included 98 at F.R.R. Nov. 28 (RRb), 200 at Potholes, Grant, WA, Oct. 6 (RH), and 62 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, Aug. 8 (WC). Snowy Egrets staged an impressive showing in s. coastal Oregon, with almost daily sightings Sep. 19—Nov. 8 and a peak of 18 in Curry Oct. 1 (DM). At the other end of the spectrum, Cattle Egrets were almost unreported. Two near Junction City, Lane, OR, Nov. 8 (CW) make for the lowest Regional total since fall 1988, when only two were reported. A Green Heron at Hood Park, WA, Sep. 12 was the 2nd Walla Walla record (M & MLD). There are only about 20w. Oregon records of White-faced Ibis, almost all from spring, so one at F.R.R. in Sep. (K. Larsen) was very notable. Another at Wallula, Walla Walla, WA, Sep. 19 (ph., M & MLD) was also a vagrant. Four single Ross's Geese were found away from their regular migratory route: Woodinville, King WA, Sep. 8 (DBe), Banks L, Grant, WA, Oct. 7 (JA), Columbia N.W.R., Grant, WA, Nov. 18 (RH), and Sauvie Nov. 19 (HN). This is the highest fall total away from their usual range in the last decade. In addition to the Emperor Goose that has become a permanent fixture on the Sandy R, OR, one was at Sequim, Clallam, WA, Sep. 13+ (B. Boekelheide, m. ob.), and one was at Sauvie Nov. 14 (HN), an average fall total. An unusual Willamette Valley breeding record of Ring-necked Duck was a hen and six young at Baskett Slough N.W.R. Aug. 20 (J. Simmons). The Tufted Duck that returned for the 3rd winter on the Columbia R. at Bingen, Klickitat, WA, Nov. 9+ (B. Hanson, WC) was the only report. The number of sea ducks found inland was well below normal. The only Oldsquaw were five near Ephrata, Grant, WA, Nov. 11 (JA). A Black Scoter at Richland, WA, Sep. 4 (BW) was very rare inland. The total for the other two species was nine Surfs and three White-wingeds, the lowest fall total since 1988. Likewise, only five Red-breasted Merganser reports were received.

KITES THROUGH PHALAROPES
White-tailed Kite numbers remain heartening. Good counts from Oregon include up to 11 at Finley N.W.R. and five at F.R.R. from Oct. on and seven in the Coquille Valley, Coos, Sep. 26 (L. Gaynor). Three young fledged from the nest near the Nestucca Bay N.W.R., Tillamook, OR, Aug. 16 (F. Schrock). Five were located in Washington: two at Skamokawa, Wahkiakum, Aug. 18 (PtSu) and three at Rock Prairie, Thurston, Nov. 14 (P. Hicks). Red-shouldered Hawk reports were liberally sprinkled throughout w. Oregon, including four from the Willamette Valley, where they are still scarce. However, an immature in the Cascades at the Bonney Butte Hawk Watch Station near Mt. Hood Sep. 22 (Hawk Watch International) was very unexpected, and one at Klamath Falls Nov. 15 (KS) was the only interior report. The Swainson's Hawk near Peoria, OR, Sep. 26 was the 2nd Benton record (T & AM). Ferruginous Hawks at Sauvie Aug. 20 (HN) and North Portland Sep. 20 (K. Kwan) were also from the west-side, where they are not annual. The only Gyrfalcon reported was found near Tonasket, Okanogan, WA, Nov. 20 (K. Guse). The peak count of migrant Sandhill Cranes on Sauvie was about 4,000 in Oct. (USFWS, HN), somewhat higher than usual and 5,000 were in the Othello, Adams, WA area Sep. 21 (RH). Westside Golden-Plover reports included 21 Americans (none after Oct. 9), 60 Pacifics (none after mid-Oct.), and five unidentified. This total was extremely low for Americans, but a bit better than average for Pacifics. In the interior, three Americans found during mid-Oct. from the Columbia Basin were late (CC, PtSu). A Wilson's Plover at Bullard's Beach State Park, Coos, Sep. 10—Oct. 4 (J. Pilny, m.ob.) was the first Oregon record and is the farthest n. one has been found on the Pacific Coast by about 500 miles. A Washington record count of 2,320 Semipalmated Plovers was made at O.S. Aug. 1 (SM, DD), followed by a near record Oregon count of 1,000+ at Pony Slough, Coos, OR, Aug. 2 (TR). These counts follow exceptionally high tallies in July and demonstrate the timing of peak passage
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This Wilson's Plover was at Bullard's Beach, Oregon, October 1, a first state record--and about 500 miles north of the northernmost California record. Photographer/Trent Bray
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through our Region. The Lesser Yellowlegs tally in the interior was impressive, highlighted by 2 large gatherings for e. Oregon: 30 each at Cold Springs N.W.R. Sep. 10 (CC) and Malheur Sep. 20 (AC). Solitary Sandpipers were reported in the lowest numbers since 1990, with 17 in the interior and a paltry five on the westside. An Upland Sandpiper was near Loomis, Okanogan, Aug. 20 (†SJ) and another was at Sequim, Clallam, Aug. 22 (†SA); they now occur only as vagrants in Washington. Bar-tailed Godwits average about three per fall, so four this fall was about normal. Records came from O.S. on Aug. 16-17 (†T. Schooley, PWS) and Nov. 7-21 (BrL, PWS) and from Tokeland, where at least one was present Aug. 1—Nov. 9. On Aug. 1 the bird at Tokeland was an adult (†SM), and from Oct. 7 on the bird was an immature (†SM, BTw), but what was present in between is unclear. Only nine Sanderlings were reported from the interior. The Semipalmated Sandpiper westside tally was about 50, and another 20 were in the interior; these represent moderate numbers. Two sight reports of Long-toed Stint from Oregon will be evaluated by the O.B.R.C.: one at New R., Coos, Aug. 19 (DLa, KC) and one at Tillamook (GL). Pectoral Sandpiper numbers were lower than usual. Peak counts of 44 in the interior at Scooteney Res., Franklin, WA, Oct. 4 (DR), 25 at Malheur Sep. 12 (D. Evered), and 25 at Crockett L., Island, WA, Sep. 19 (SM) were less than half of normal. Only three Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were found: one at Crockett L., Island, WA, Sep. 26 (SM), another at O.S. Sep. 27 (fide SM), and one at Sauvie and nearby Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Sep. 27-29 (SRu, WC). Eleven Stilt Sandpipers were found in the interior and seven on the westside, well below average. Only two Buff-breasted Sandpipers were reported: one at Crockett L., Island, WA, Aug. 21 (KA) and one at Coos Bay, OR, Aug. 30—Sep. 2 (DLa, KC, TR). The count of four Ruffs was below average: one at Sauvie Aug. 29-30 (HN), one at S.J.C.R. Sep. 10 (MP, HN) and Oct. 1 (SRe), and one at Sequim, Clallam, WA, Oct. 4-5 (NB, PtSu). It was a slow fall for Red-necked Phalaropes in the interior, on Puget Sound, and on the ocean. Peak counts for each locale were 212, 500, and 109, respectively. The Regional total for Red Phalarope reports was only 17, five of which came from Walla Walla in s.e. Washington Sep. 19-26 (KK, M & MLD)! The only other report away from the outer coast was one in the Willamette Valley at Keizer Nov. 26 (SD).

JAEGERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Pomarine Jaeger numbers averaged less than five per trip offshore (TRW, GG), a very poor showing. One at F.R.R. Sep. 19 (D. Jones) and one on Puget Sound off Vashon I., King Sep. 10 (DBe) were in unusual locations. The only interior report of Parasitic Jaeger was one at W.W.R.D. Sep. 19 (M & MLD). A total of 19 Long-tailed Jaegers was reported (TRW, GG, MP), a lower number than some single pelagic trips find in a good year. The tally of 19 S. Polar Skuas in 8 pelagic trips was also lower than average for fall (TRW, GC) but an improvement over last fall. An ad. Laughing Gull at Bay City, Tillamook, Oct. 3-17 (ph., DBa, JJ) is the 3rd Oregon record. At least 30 Franklin's Gulls were found on the westside, apparently the highest fall total since 1988. The reports included four Nov. reports (VN, DM, HN, MP). Two Little Gulls were found. The juvenile at Point Roberts, Whatcom, WA, Aug. 15 (SM) was from the greater Puget Sound region, where expected, but the bird at Summer L., Lake, OR, Sep. 4+ (CM, in. ob.) provided a very rare interior record. A Glaucous Gull at Ediz Hook, Clallam, WA, Oct. 17 (B. Sundstrom) was early; the only other report was one at nearby Sequim Nov. 28 (SA). Thirteen Sabine's Gulls were reported from the interior, a very high count; whereas the pelagic trips averaged 25 per trip (TRW, GG), only a bit better than last fall's low numbers. Seven of the interior reports were from the Columbia Basin, and six were from the high desert areas of e. Oregon. Additionally, there were 8 reports from shore or inland in w. Washington. The Elegant Tern "echo" flight was moderate. Largest numbers were the 40-60 birds at the Rogue R. mouth Aug. 3-8 (CD, AD, DM, AB). Other peak counts on the Oregon coast were 33 at Gold Beach Sep. 7 (SM, CD), 15 at the Siuslaw R. mouth Aug. 3 (B. & Z. Stotz), and 10 at Yaquina Bay Aug. 5 (WH). The only birds reaching Washington were four—five at Tokeland Aug. 1-2 (SM, PtSu). Five Forster's Terns, above average, were found on the westside: one at Yaquina Bay, OR, Sep. 13 (WH), one at Seattle Sep. 28 (DBe), two at Salsbury Pt., Kitsap, WA, Oct. 5 (PtSu), and one at Everett, WA, Oct. 20 (SM). Oregon's 5th Least Tern that appeared in July. at Yaquina Bay remained through Aug. 10 (WH, m.ob.) Following another summer of poor Com. Murre reproduction, counts off Westport averaged about 100 per trip (TRW). Some excellent counts onshore, 10,000 at O.S. Aug. 1 (SM), and in Puget Sound, 2,800 at P.N.P. Sep. 17 (VN), indicated that adults were probably experiencing low mortality as they moved N. A Long-billed Murrelet at Boiler Bay Nov. 6 (†JG) is about the 5th Oregon record Two Xantus's Murrelets off Depoe Bay, OR, Sep. 12 (CM, SRu) and two off Westport, WA, Sep. 13 (†BTw, TRW) made this the 4th consecutive fall with reports of this species Numbers of Cassin's Auklets remained frighteningly low until the arrival of the n population in Oct., Aug., and Sep. pelagic trip counts off Westport tallied 10 birds (TRW). Two were found well inside Puget Sound: at Vashon I. Sep. 19 (DBe) and off Edmonds, Snohomish, Sep. 22 (SA). A Band-tailed Pigeon at Malheur Sep 25 (fide CH) was locally rare. The White-winged Dove at Eugene Oct. 24 (†JG) was the 6th for Oregon and remarkably the 2nd this year. The Common Ground-Dove at a feeder with Mourning Doves in Ashland, Jackson, Oct. 26 (S., L. & K. Clarke, ph.) is the first Oregon record; the northernmost California record is from Death Valley! Details and photos eliminated Ruddy Ground-Dove. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Sam's Valley, Jackson, Aug. 31 (ph. G. Shaffer) is the first w. Oregon record since 1977. Two Burrowing Owls in w. Oregon represent expected numbers: one at Bullard's Beach S.P., Coos, Oct. 1 (SM, BTw) and one near Halsey Nov. 7 (M. Cutler, P. Vanderheul) The Spotted Owl that appeared in downtown Everett, WA, Nov. 17-18 (SM, F. Bird) drew considerable media coverage, until it was trapped and "returned" to more favorable habitat. Boreal Owls were reported from Sunrise, Mount Rainier N.P., where five were found Sep. 28 (PtSu), near Tollgate, OR, Oct. 9 (PaSu), at White Pass, WA, Oct. 20 (PtSu), and Togo Mt., Ferry, WA, Oct. 23 (KK). Fall reports of this poorly know species appear to vary annually, maybe a function of coverage and weather Oct. was mild, allowing greater observer access into high-elevation areas. Among the many stupendous Oregon birds found this fall, the imm. male Broad-billed Hummingbird photographed at John Day Sep. 12-14 (C. & M. O'Leary, T. Janzen) certainly stands out. It is the first Oregon record; the northernmost California record is from Humboldt. Rather unspectacular in comparison, the male Black-chinned Hummingbird at Reedsport Sep. 30 (M. Rudolph) was exceedingly rare on the outer coast. Anna's Hummingbirds in the interior at Wapato, Yakima, WA, Aug. 27 (A. Stepniewski) and at Joseph Cr., Asotin, WA, Nov 9-14 (fide MK) were at locations where they are casual. The male Costa's Hummingbird
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near Frederickson, Pierce, early Aug. to Oct. 3 (S. Cave, ph. B. Ramsey) was a long overdue first record for Washington. In Oregon, where they are annual, three males were at a Grants Pass feeder (fide DV) for the entire period, and the male at present at Central Point for over a year remained through the end of the period (fide DV). Lewis's Woodpecker appeared in unusual numbers on the westside: many at Breitenbush Mt., Marion, OR, Aug. 14 (SD); one on San Juan L, WA, Aug 29 (B. & J. Jensen), one at Kirkland, King, WA, Sep. 12-15 (T. Michealson, C. Anderson), one at Ebey I., Snohomish, WA, in mid-Sep. (T. Nowak), one at New River, Coos, OR, Sep. 20 (J. Carlson), one at Seattle Sep 20 (AK, DBe), one east of Toledo, Lincoln, OR, Oct. 1 (DF), and one near the Polk/Benton line Nov. 8 (BTi). An Acorn Woodpecker at Lyle, Klickitat, Oct. 11 (WC) was at the species' only known Washington location. The Red-naped Sapsucker in the Rogue Valley Nov. 20 (H. Sands) was both late and unusual on the westside.

TYRANNIDS THROUGH MIMIDS
A number of flycatchers lingered later than normal this fall, but an Olive-sided Flycatcher at Portland Nov. 19 was truly exceptional and is the latest report ever for the Region (M. Calvin). Two Dusky Flycatchers in the Lane Coast Range on Sep. 28 were also late and were at a location where considered rare (TM). During fall, Least Flycatchers are less than annual w. of the Cascades, but two were recorded this year: one at Seattle Aug. 17 (KA) and one at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Sep. 19 (SM). The Empidonax of the fall, however, was w. Oregon's first fall Gray Flycatcher near Gold Beach, Curry, Nov. 8, a late date (CD, AB). A Black Phoebe at Albany, Linn, OR, until Oct. 20 was n. of this species expanding range (Fleisher). Eight Say's Phoebes in s.w. and w.-central Oregon Oct 13 to Nov. 8 were more than average (JG, T. Snetsinger, DHz, TJW, CD, DM). None were reported from w. Washington. An Ash-throated Flycatcher at F.R.R. Oct. 10-16 was both n. of this species breeding range in w. Oregon and unusually late (CW). Prior to 1997, there were about 43 records of Tropical/Couch's Kingbirds from the Region (FN 52: 6-11), but in 1997, a record-setting 13 were found. This year, 10 more were located, with a top count of three near Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, Nov. 18 (TJW). One in the Willamette Valley at Grand I., Yamhill, Oct. 11 was only the Region's 4th away from the outer coast (†RRb), and another photographed and heard near Cape Blanco July 26 and Aug. 8 was unprecedentedly early (TJW). The photographs seem to show an imm. bird, implying N. American origin. Two very late W. Kingbirds were also found: one near Cape Blanco Oct. 13 (TJW) and another in Harbor, Curry, OR, Oct. 14 (DM). E. Kingbirds are very local breeders in w. Washington, with actual breeding evidence scarce, so juveniles noted near Everett and Snohomish during early Aug. were noteworthy (SM). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was at Malheur Aug. 7 (†R. Gerig) was the 12th for Oregon and the 4th for e. Oregon. Sky Larks, from the introduced population on Vancouver Island, first appeared at Washington's San Juan Islands on Aug. 15, 1960 (Condor 63: 418). After several years of declining numbers, none were reported this fall, making it about a year since they were last seen. This species may now be extirpated from Washington. Purple Martins are scarce breeders in Washington (and British Columbia). Thus, 100 at Budd Inlet, Thurston, Aug. 13 was very surprising (BTw, JG), while one at Florence, Curry, OR, Oct. 4 was about 3 weeks late (AC). An impressive count of 20,000 Barn Swallows was noted Aug. 30 at the traditional roost in Grand Island, Yamhill, OR, (FS). Nine Barn Swallow reports in Nov. were more than normal. The last were seen on Nov. 18 at Portland (DBa) and at Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, (TJW). A goodly 16 Blue Jays were found this fall, mostly from mid-Oct. on and mostly in e. Washington. There was one w. Washington record, where barely annual: Seattle Sep. 20-21 (AK); and two w. Oregon records, where also quite rare: Sam's Valley, Jackson, Nov. 7-15 (M. Givens) and Ashland Oct. 16-17 (S. Clark). A W. Scrub-Jay at Sequim, Clallam, Oct. 22 (J. & P. Fletcher) was a bit n.w. of this species' rapidly expanding range in Washington, while 17 at S.J.C.R. Sep. 27 (HN) were signs of a significant increase in numbers along the current edge of this species' range. Clark's Nutcrackers are less than annual w. of the Cascades away from the Olympic Mountains, so five from w. Oregon and one from lowland w. Washington were very surprising: Coos Bay Sep. 30—Oct. 8 (B. Griffin, TR), Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR, Oct. 5 (S. Gobat, M. Noack), Sugarloaf Mt., Polk, OR, Oct. 6 (BTi), near Toledo, Lincoln, OR, Oct. 15 (fide DF), Mary's Peak, Benton, OR, Oct. 19-22 (M. Lofton, E. Pruitt), and near Forks, Clallam, WA, Nov. 19 (P. Loafman, K. Mike). More Mountain Chickadees than normal were found away from expected areas, especially in the Puget Sound Region, where nine were found from Sep. 27 onward. White-breasted Nuthatches are casual in w. Washington away from Clark, so one found at Enumclaw, King, Aug. 25 was very unusual (F. Boeshe). Rock Wrens are rare-but-annual fall migrants in w. Washington. Two were found this year: one at Seattle Sep. 28-30 (DBe, KA) and one at Kirkland, King, WA, Oct. 4 (M. & J. Hobbs). Canyon Wrens are also reported less than annually from w. Washington and n.w. Oregon. This fall two were found on the w. slope of the Washington Cascades: one at Kelly Butte, King, Sep. 12 (DBe) and another at Mount Rainier N.P., Pierce, Sep. 26-27 (KK). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Floras L., Curry, Nov. 12 was about 70 miles n.w. of that species' breeding range and about 3 months late (TJW, DM, JR, CD). Swainson's Thrushes lingered much later than usual, with three reported during the last week of Oct.: Clackamas, OR (E. Sprecht), Josephine, OR (DV), and Clark, WA (SM). Hermit Thrushes were reported in excellent numbers this fall in w. Washington, with an impressive maximum of 55 at Seattle Sep. 19 (KA). Varied Thrushes were reported early and also in large numbers in w. lowlands, and a high count of 150+ at Bellevue, King, Nov. 22 was truly exceptional (R. Conway)., Though Gray Catbirds breed locally across much of e. Washington and into n.e. Oregon, migrants are rarely reported, especially after late Aug., so one at Maryhill Klickitat, WA, Sep. 8 (PtSu), one at Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla, OR, Sep. 10 (S. Hedsen), and a 3rd at Fields, Harney, OR, Oct. 26 (M) were unusual. N. Mockingbirds are rare throughout the Region but can occur almost anywhere. This fall there were nine, about average. Five were in w. Oregon, one in e. Oregon, two in w. Washington, and one in e. Washington. All but one were seen after Sep. 18 (RH, AK, VN, TJW, CD, DV, JL, CH).

WAGTAILS
THROUGH WINTER FINCHES
Since 1980, wagtails from the Black-backed/White complex have been recorded at least 28 times along the Pacific Coast from British Columbia through California (Western Birds 29: 180-198). Of these, seven have been identified as White Wagtails, subspecies ocularis, 13 have been Black-backed, and eight have been unidentified. This fall, a wagtail found at Gold Beach, Curry, Nov. 8 appears to have been a White Wagtail of the subspecies leucopsis (†CD, AD). This would be the first North American record of the east Asian M. a. leucopsis and Oregon's first White Wagtail of any race. 
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Details have been sent out for expert review, and conclusions will appear in a future column. Loggerhead Shrikes are very scarce fall migrants w. of the Cascades n. of the Rogue Valley, so one near F.R.R. Sep. 30 was of note (A. & J. Flora). A Blue-headed Vireo at Malheur Sep. 9 is the 7th Oregon report (ph., CM). All but one has occurred between Sep. 6 and Oct. 5 (Oregon Birds 24: 74-76). A Hutton's Vireo at Umatilla N.W.R., Benton, WA, Sept. 5 was casual in e. Washington (CC). The fall was superb for rare warblers, including 11 vagrant e. warblers. Almost the rarest of the lot was Washington's first (and the Region's 3rd) Golden-winged Warbler, banded at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, Aug. 20 (ph., M. Frobe). Tennessee Warblers are annual during fall in the Region, but this year's four reports was better than average: Crow Butte S.P., Benton, WA, Aug. 16 (CC), Two Rivers S. P., Benton, WA, Aug. 23 (DR), Astoria, Clatsop, OR, Sep. 9 (MP), and Euchre Cr., Curry, OR, Oct. 1 (CD). Nashville Warblers are not reported annually during fall w. of the Cascades in Washington, so ones at Skagit W.M.A, Skagit, WA, Aug. 25 (SM, DD) and at Seattle Sep. 27 (S. Terry) were noteworthy. A Nashville at Coos Bay, OR, Nov. 26 was about 2 months tardy, as was one at Brookings, Curry, OR, Dec. 4 (TR, DM). Also about 2 months behind schedule was a Yellow Warbler at Coos Bay Nov. 14-29 (TR). Washington's 11th Chestnut-sided Warbler was at Richland, Benton WA, Aug. 20-24 (ph., M & MLD). An imm. Magnolia Warbler near Cape Blanco, Curry, Oct. 4 adds to about 30 current Oregon records (TJW, JG). Washington had its 4th and 5th Black-throated Blue Warblers with one at Bickleton, Klickitat, Sep. 19 (†SJ) and another at Richland, Benton, Sep. 20 (CC). Adding to Oregon's more than 30 records of Black-throated Blues was a late bird at Brookings, Curry, Nov. 27 (B. Stewart). Yellow-rumped Warblers are often ignored due their abundance, but 1,000 at Bateman I., Benton, WA, Sep. 26 was an unusual concentration (CC). A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Langlois, Curry, OR, Nov. 1 (TJW) and another at Medford, Jackson, OR, Nov. 4 (T. Wicklund) were both about a month late. Palm Warblers are regular migrants and winter residents along the coast, but one at Seattle Sep. 20 was at a location where the species is rare (S. Giles). Blackpoll Warblers are now annual in s.e. Oregon, so one at Malheur Sep. 8-9 was somewhat expected (fide CH), but three in Washington represented that state's 11th- 13th records: Richland, Benton, Aug. 25 (fide BLa), Wanapum S.P., Kittitas, Sep. 1 (†SM, KA), and Wahluke W.M.A., Franklin, Sep. 1 (†SM, KA). This fall's Black-and white Warbler was found at Carlton, Yamhill, OR, Sep. 26 (V. Brown). There are more than 90 records of this species from the Region. An imm. Prothonotary Warbler at Malheur Sep. 19-23 was Oregon's 5th and the Region's 6th (†J. & K. Rodecap). N. Waterthrushes made a good showing, with 4 records w. of the Cascades, where barely, annual: Astoria, Clatsop, OR, Aug. 12 (MP), Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Aug. 25 (SM, DD), Seattle Aug. 30 (B. Vandenbosch), and Skagit W.M.A. Oct. 17—Nov. 2 (SM). One at Malheur Aug. 13 was more expected (CH). Topping the Golden-winged Warbler for best warbler was the Pacific Northwest's first Louisiana Waterthrush, photographed and videotaped at Silver Fall's S. P., Marion, OR, Nov. 26-30 (C. & J. Lawes, m. ob.). A Hooded Warbler was reportedly banded at the s. end of Upper Klamath Lake, Klamath, in mid-Sept. (fide KS). If accepted, this would be Oregon's 11th Hooded. Another major rarity was a Canada Warbler at Malheur Sept. 9, Oregon's 6th (CM). Finally, in the very late category was a Yellow-breasted Chat at Fields, Harney, OR, Oct. 13 (M). A W. Tanager at Salem, OR, Nov. 11 was about a month late (SD). Am. Tree Sparrows arrived early and in good numbers, with the first birds found at Lyons Ferry S.P., Franklin, WA, Oct. 5 (M & MLD), and Seattle Oct. 11 (D. Paulson). Two were found in s. coastal Oregon, where they are casual: Sixes R., Curry, Nov. 12 (TJW, JR) and Coos Bay Nov. 11 (TR). Chipping Sparrows, on the other hand, stayed late, with one near Bay-view, Skagit, WA, Nov. 24-28 (BTw) and another at Sequim, Clallam, WA, Nov. 29 (NB). Clay-colored Sparrows are scarce migrants in the Region, so one at Windust, Franklin, WA, Sep. 9 was noteworthy (PtSu), as were three in Curry, OR, Sep. 27—Oct. 15 (AB, CD, TJW, DM), one in Portland Oct. 2 (L. Whittemore, DHz), and one at Malheur Oct. 12 (TM). Brewer's Sparrows are very rare w. of the Cascade Crest, so one at Brookings, Curry, OR, Sept. 14 (Phil Hicks & Angie Dillingham) and another in Seattle Sept. 22 (KA) were noteworthy. Lark Sparrows have been considered casual on the coast, but they have proved to be regular near the Elk R. mouth, Curry, OR. This year there were six during Sep. and Oct. (TJW), with the first two found Sep. 7 (SM, TR). Another was at S.J.C.R. Sep. 7-9 (MP). A Lark Bunting at Newport, Lincoln, Sep. 13-14 was about Oregon's 20th (R. Cheek) Red Fox Sparrows are vagrants to this Region, and until their status is determined, all reports should be submitted with documentation. Three undocumented reports from this fall include singles at Richland, Benton, WA, Oct. 25 (CC), Washougal, Skamania, WA, Oct. 31 (WC), and Joyce, Clallam, WA, Nov. 13 (BN). Swamp Sparrows had another good year in w Oregon, with the first arriving early on Oct 1 at Harris Beach S.P., Curry (SM, BTw, BrL). Six were reported from w. Washington Oct. 11—Nov. 23, which is about average (SM, S. Nord, C. Chappell, E. Kraig, KK, BN). White-throated Sparrows were exceptionally numerous this fall, with 29 reports from Oregon and 34 from Washington, including an early individual at Spokane Sep. 1 (JA). The maximum was 11 near Gold Beach, Curry, OR, Nov. 8 (CD) Harris's Sparrows, however, were scarcer than normal, with only five reported A Chestnut-collared Longspur at S.J.C.R Oct 9—Nov. 1 (†MP, SRe) was the 6th for Oregon and about the 10th for the Region. Bobolinks are less than annual w. of the Cascades, so one near Sixes, Curry, OR, Oct 5 (AB) and another at S.J.C.R. Sep. 14 (S. Warner, SRe) were nice finds. During July Washington's first Tricolored Blackbirds were found near Wilson Creek, Grant Seven of these remained until Aug. 4 (BN) Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Coos Bay Sep 5 (SM, TR), near Cape Blanco Sep 21 (TJW), and at Tokeland Oct. 14 (T. Aversa) were on the outer coast, where rare Com. Grackles are being found more regularly m s. Oregon, but there are still less than 20 records. One was found this fall at Fields, Harney, Oct. 13 (†M). A Bullock's Oriole at Cape Meares Village, Tillamook, OR, Nov 16+ (M. Tweelinckx) was about 2 months late and might attempt wintering. Some of the winter finches made a nice showing this fall. Starting around Oct. 1, Pine Siskins irrupted into the westside with large numbers seemingly everywhere. The maximum reported was 940 at Whidbey Island, Island, WA, Nov. 28 (SM). Purple Finches were also more numerous than normal w. of the Cascades (SM), and one was found unusually far east at Richland, Benton, WA, Oct 31—Nov. 7 (CC). Evening Grosbeaks, too, were widespread in above-average numbers (JG, SM), with a maximum of 150 near Eugene in early Oct. (D. Gleason). Finally, a White-winged Crossbill at Devil's Peak, Whatcom, WA, Aug. 2 (J. Duemmel) was the only one reported and was likely a holdover from last winter's invasion.
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EXOTICS
A Mute Swan was at Wenas L., Yakima, WA, Aug. 7 (PtSu).

CORRIGENDA
Please note that in the article on the Bristle-thighed Curlew invasion (FN 52: 150-155) the name of the initial observer is Kathy Castelein, not Karen.

Initialed Observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Scott Atkinson, David Bailey (DBa), Nigel Ball, Alan Barron, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Dave Beaudette (1313e), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Mike & Merry L. Denny, Angie Dillingham, Colin Dillingham (Curry/Coos), Steve Dowlan, Dennis Mai, Joe Engler, Darrel Faxon, Greg Gillson, Dave Helzer (DHz), Carrie Herziger (Malheur), Randy Hill, Wayne Hoffman, Matt Hunter, Jim Johnson, Stuart Johnston, Ken Knittle, Alan Knue, Merlene Koliner (Clarkston area), Bruce LaBar BrL), Bill LaFramboise, Dave Lauten (DLa), Gerard Lillie, John Lundsten (Salem), Maitreya (M), Tom & Allison Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton (Olympic Peninsula), Mike Patterson, Scott Rea (SRe), Roger Robb (RRb), Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Jim Rogers, Russell Rogers (Washington), Skip Russell (SRu), Eric Setterberg (Jackson), P. W. Smith, Kevin Spencer, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu) (e. Oregon), Bill Tice (BTi), Dennis Vroman, Terry R. Wahl (TRW), Terry John Wahl (TJW), Clarice Watson, Bob Woodley

The Winter Season, 1998-99

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT, BILL TICE, and STEVE MLODINOW
The weather was extremely wet in the first half of December, and then a cold front from the north after the third week caused temperatures to drop into the low teens. There were impressive numbers of gulls inland for a short time, particularly in the Willamette and Umpqua valleys. In Seattle, the November and December combined rainfall was over four inches higher than the previous combined record for those two months. January and February were also much wetter than normal, and even though temperatures were near normal, the reduced amount of sunlight made the winter seem quite gloomy and cold. The adjective of the season was "lingering," particularly on the westside but to a lesser extent in the interior. Unusual numbers of pelicans, vultures, Osprey, warblers, swallows, sparrows—you name it—were reported later than usual. Few northern migrants appeared; both winter finches and irruptive raptors were scarce. There may have been a small Siberian invasion, as indicated by reports of Arctic Loon, Slaty-backed Gull, Sky Lark, Rustic Bunting, and Brambling.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane Co., OR); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia/Multnomah Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia River, Clatsop Co., OR) W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, WA).

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL
Details of an Artic Loon reported from Brownsmead, Clatsop, Dec. 26-Jan. 16 (MP, m.ob.) are under review by the Oregon Records Committee. The Yellow-billed Loon at Sequim Bay, Clallam, WA, remained until Dec. 4 (fide BN), providing the only report. Three unusual inland winter records of Red-necked Grebe included singles on Staat's Pond, Marion, OR, Dec. 1-8 (SD, m.ob.); at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR, Dec. 9 (TB), and at Toppenish, Yakima, WA, Dec. 13 (DG). An unusually small number of Clark's Grebe reports included two that wintered on Coos Bay, OR (TR), one dead at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR, Dec. 4 (F. Issacs), one at Utsalady Bay, Island, WA, Dec. 6 (SM), and one at Portland Jan. 23 (DBa). Seabird censuses over the Continental Shelf off both Washington and Oregon Dec. 13-14 found roughly equal numbers of Black-footed and Laysan albatrosses, 65 and 70, respectively (MF). This is the highest Regional total to date for Laysan Albatross. Northern Fulmar numbers were unimpressive, a total of 150 off both coasts (MF). Other tubenose reports included one Sooty Shearwater off Washington, 49 Short-tailed Shearwater, and one Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel (MF). Not unexpected were three Short-tailed Shearwaters in Puget Sound in early December: one off Edmonds, Snohomish, Dec. 6 (DBe) and two off Point No Point, Kitsap, Dec. 14 (VN). At least four Am. White Pelican wintered in w. Oregon: two+ in the greater Portland area Dec. 2-Jan. 3 (P. McGinnis, C. Hallett, both fide HN) and two at F.R.R. Dec. 21+ (TB, m.ob.). Brown Pelicans were found in numbers that would have been unprecedented only a few years ago. Twenty-four found in w. Oregon from Dec. 3 to Jan. 2 included two inland, where casual, on the Columbia R. at Oaks Bottoms, Columbia, Dec. 3 (fide HN). Washington had an even larger total of 48. The largest concentration was 43 at Port Angeles, Clallam, Dec. 2 (BB) with 12 still there Jan. 1 (PtSu). Inside Puget Sound, one was near Olympia Dec. 6 (BS, BTw); two were at Point No Point Dec. 16 (VN); and one was at Quartermaster Harbor, King, Dec. 17 (G. Shugart). Great Egrets were present this winter in good numbers, but not equaling last year's influx. Up to 200 were found in w. Oregon; large concentrations included 40 at Scappoose Bottoms, Columbia (HN); 21 at F.R.R. (B. Combs); 78 at Coquille, Coos (fide AC); and 43 at Myrtle Pt., Coos (TR). The Washington total was 30+, most along the lower Columbia R. (JE). After the smallest fall total of Cattle Egrets in a decade, six near Wallula, Walla Walla, WA, Dec. 8 (M & MLD) were surprising. A total of 47 Black-crowned Night-Heron reports from w. Oregon, five from w. Washington, and nine from e. Washington reflected an increasing wintering population. The 500+ Snow Geese in the Columbia R. bottomlands this winter (HN, JE) represented a large increase in the numbers wintering in this area. A blue-morph Snow Goose at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA, Jan. 20 (BW) was a rare winter record. Four Ross's Goose reports were above average and included singles at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR, Jan. 3 (E. Knight); Kent, King, WA, Jan. 17+ (DBe, m.ob.); White City, Jackson, OR, Feb. 5 (GS); and Sauvie Feb. 11 (HN). Three Emperor Goose reports were about average; they included the Sandy R. bird present for the period (m.ob.); one continuing in Clallam, WA, to Jan. 16 (EN, m.ob.); and one in Tillamook, OR, Feb. 15 (MT, C. Roberts). Two Com. (Green-winged) Teal were found: one in Brownsmead, OR, Jan. 18+ (MP, JG) and one on Sauvie Feb. 3+ (GL). While only one Blue-winged Teal was reported, w. of Perrydale, Polk, OR, Dec. 18 (BTi), many Cinnamon Teal were found. The w. Oregon total was 18, and five more were in Washington. The interior tally of Eur. Wigeon was 10, a few more than normal. The 100 Redhead on Agate L., Jackson, OR, Feb. 5 furnished a large westside congregation (GS). Tufted Duck reports included a female on Garrison L., Curry, OR, Feb. 2-15 (1-CD, N. Wander) and a male present at Bingen, Klickitat, WA, through Jan. 29 for the 4th consecutive winter (SJ).
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The count of 3,500 Greater Scaup at W.W.R.D., Feb. 27 (M & MLD) was a very high total for an interior locale and may be indicative of their growing abundance on the Columbia R. There were 1,200 e. of Biggs, Wasco, OR, (DBa), also indicative of their current numbers on this stretch of the Columbia.

RAPTORS THROUGH ALCIDS
Numerous Turkey Vultures wintered in w. Oregon with at least 20 reported during December and January, an unprecedented number. Ospreys overwintered in above-average numbers: eight+ were reported from w. Oregon and one from s.w. Washington. One in the interior, at College Place, Walla Walla, WA, Dec. 2 (M & MLD), was very late. 

SA – White-tailed Kite numbers were remarkable with reports exceeding 100 for the first time ever This high count was due at least partially to systematic searching at the n. edge of their range in s.w. Washington. It also appears to have been an above-average winter as the Oregon totals were from locales where they are reported annually. In w. Oregon, over 80 were reported from the Willamette valley, the coast, and the Rogue valley. In s.w. Washington, 19 kites were found in Lewis (DBe) Feb. 20, nine in Thurston (RR, C. Haynie, (BS), and one in Pacific. (DBe).

Red-shouldered Hawks, another "southern" raptor with an increasing distribution in the Region, were reported in better-than-average numbers. Almost 40 were found in w. Oregon. The s. coast valleys of the Illinois and Coquille accounted for 34 of those (fide AC). In the Willamette, birds were near Brownsville, Linn; at F.R.R.; near Sutherlin, Douglas; and, farthest north, at Sauvie. One wintered in the interior at Klamath Falls, OR (K. Spencer). Three Ferruginous Hawk reports from e. Washington are another indicator of the mildness of the winter: two+ in Klickitat (SJ) and one, maybe an early migrant, in Grant Feb. 20 (DG). At least 5 Golden Eagle reports from the west-side, 4 of those from w. Oregon, represent the expected number and pattern. The Gyrfalcon total included one in w. Oregon, at Brownsmeade, for the winter (MP, m.ob.); at least one in e. Washington (KK); one in c. Oregon (M & MLD); and five+ in w. Washington (B. Anderson, m.ob.). Soras winter in irregular numbers. The total of 10 is another result of the mild winter. One in the interior, at Gloyd Seeps, Grant, WA, Dec. 28 (RF), was remarkable. The other Washington report was one at Skagit W.M.A. Dec. 26—Jan. 11 (SM, G. Toffic). All but 2 of the Oregon reports were from the outer coast where the farthest north was at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Jan. 2 (fide P. Weaver). The inland reports of Sora were one at Forest Grove, Washington, Dec. 26 (fide M.A. Sohlstrom) and one in the Rogue Valley, Jackson, Jan. 2 (C. Brumitt). The 41 Snowy Plovers reported included 11 far north at Midway Beach, Grays Harbor, WA, Feb. 17 (S. Richardson). A golden-plover (sp.) near Langlois, Curry, OR, Dec. 28 (T1W) was the only one reported. The Am. Avocet that overwintered in the Coos Bay area (TR) was a very rare winter west-side record. The Marbled Godwit population wintering in s.w. Washington continues to increase: 420 were counted at Tokeland, Pacific, Jan. 9 (SM). Dunlin counts in the Columbia Basin of e. Washington totaled almost 550 in December (BW, R. Hill, M & MLD) but dwindled quickly to less than 15 in January. A Short-billed Dowitcher at Coos Bay, OR, Dec. 20 (fide TR) contributes to a growing number of winter records. The season's only Red Phalarope reports were one inland at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Dec. 1 (BW) and two off San Juan I., WA, Dec. 19 (SM). Six Pomarine and one Parasitic Jaeger were found offshore on the Dec. 13-14 survey (MF). A Franklin's Gull at Sauvie Feb. 15 (R. Lockett) represents about the 10th Regional winter record. Little Gulls were found at their usual haunts with one at American L, Pierce, WA, Dec. 3—Jan. 5 (M. Prieba, PtSu) and one at Point No Point, Kitsap, Jan. 15 into March (M. Blue, VN). Heermann’s Gulls, now rare but regular in winter, were represented by two at the Chetco R. mouth, Curry, OR, Dec. 7 (DM) and one on the Coos Bay CBC Dec. 20 (fide TR). Mew Gull records from e. Washington seem to be increasing with three this winter: Medical L., Spokane, Dec. 1 (JA); Ice Harbor Dam Dec. 5 (M & MLD); and Spokane Jan. 3-16 (K. Dumroese). A 2nd-winter Iceland Gull reported on Dungeness Spit, Clallam, Dec. 21 (†E. Hunn) will provide the 5th Washington record if accepted by the W.B.R.C. A relatively pale-mantled Slaty-backed Gull was described from near Sequim, Clallam, WA, Feb. 1-21 (†BSu, m.ob.). There is great controversy whether such birds are within the variation of Slaty-backed or whether they represent hybrids with other species or even vega Herring Gulls. Western Gulls are regular along the Columbia R. e. to the Snake R. confluence, so one at Yakima R. delta, Benton, Jan. 7 (BW) was expected. One much farther upstream at Bridgeport, Douglas, Dec. 19 (KK) was much rarer. Thirty-one Glaucous Gulls this winter represented an average total. A Black-legged Kittiwake at Boston Harbor, Thurston, Dec. 6 (BTw) was in southernmost Puget Sound, where casual. One-thousand Ancient Murrelets at Port Angeles, Clallam, WA, Feb. 3 (BSu) furnished an impressive count, especially for late winter.

OWLS THROUGH TROGLODYTES
It was a very poor winter for Snowy Owls with only 3 Washington records: one in Lincoln Jan. 11-22 (JA); two in Grant Jan. 22 (RF); and one in Renton, King, Dec. 18 (P. Couzens, JF). Winter Burrowing Owls are less than annual e. of the Cascades, so one at Goodnoe Hills, Klickitat, WA, Dec. 12 (SJ) and another at Kennewick, Benton, WA, Jan. 16 (D. Rockwell) were good finds. West of the Cascades, this species is rare but regular in winter, but three represent a good total: near Salem, OR, Dec. 3+ (SD); near Albany, Linn, OR, Dec. 12-23 (M. Hoefer); and near Lebanon, Linn, OR, Feb. 20 (D. DeWitt). A Great Gray Owl at Havillah, Okanogan, Feb. 21 was at the most regular site in Washington (JF). Over the last 20 years, Costa's Hummingbirds have become annual visitors to Oregon, but one at Portland Dec. 8-13 (DBu) was farther north than usual and present during winter, when least common. Somewhat more typical was one that remained on territory at Grant's Pass throughout the period for the 3rd consecutive year (fide DV). Two Acorn Woodpeckers near Lyle, Klickitat, Dec. 19-26 (PtSu) show that Washington's tiny resident population continues to hang on. Oregon's 10th Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was near Gold Beach, Curry, Dec. 20-28 (†CD). There are very few Washington winter records of Williamson's Sapsucker, so two this winter was exceptional: Kennewick, Benton, Dec. 19 (N & BL) and Trout L., Klickitat, Dec. 19 (SJ). Say's Phoebes return to the interior in mid-to-late February, but one at Dallesport, Klickitat„ WA, Dec. 12-26 occurred at a time when very rare (PtSu, SJ). Four were in w. Oregon where rare at any season: one in Roseburg Dec. 21 (fide R. Maertz); one at Phoenix, Jackson, Jan. 24 (D. Cronberg); one at Lebanon, Linn, Jan. 29 (B. Thackaberry); and one at Sauvie Feb. 26-28 (OS, JG). An Eastern Phoebe near Bandon, Coos, Dec. 30
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SA., - Two Sky Larks found near Sequim, WA, Dec. 23 PtSu, BB, ph. RS) provided the first Regional record away from the introduced population on the San Juan Is. Both birds remained through Dec. 30 and one remained through the end of February. Remarkably, Steve Madge's analysis of the photos suggests that this bird is of E. Asian origin. Currently, there is only one North American record away from Alaska of a Sky Lark of Asiatic origin. This comes from Pt. Reyes, CA. where a Sky Lark returned for 7 consecutive winters There is, however, a record of Sky Lark from the Queen Charlotte Is., B.C., and another from N. Vancouver I., both of which may well have been from Asia.

through winter's end furnished Oregon's 4th record (KC, DL, TR). Almost equally rare was a winter Empidonax, felt to be a Dusky, at Millacoma Marsh, Coos, OR, Dec. 4 18 (TR, E. Horvath). As with Say's Phoebe, both Tree and Violet-green swallows return to the Region in February but are quite rare earlier in the winter. This year there were 10 December/January sightings of Tree Swallow (eight from w. Oregon and two from w. Washington) and three of Violet-green, which were at Kent, King, WA, Dec. 1 (DBe); Fernhill L, Washington, OR, Dec 8 (HN); and Elma, Grays Harbor, WA, Jan. 6 (T. Aversa). A N. Rough-winged Swallow at Coquille, OR, Feb. 28 (TR) was about a month early. Six records of Barn Swallow scattered throughout the winter were also exceptional. The most northerly of these was at American L, Pierce, WA, Dec. 19-26 (M. Roening). Completing the swallow bonanza, a Cliff Swallow in the interior at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Dec. 21 (PtSu) added to the handful of winter records. Ten Blue Jays, seven from e. Washington and three from e. Oregon were more than average and followed an excellent fall for this species. Remnants from last fall's Mt. Chickadee incursion into the lowlands were widely scattered on both sides of the Cascades.

THRUSHES THROUHG FINCHES
Five W. Bluebirds at Tonasket, Okanogan, WA, Dec. 27 were quite far north for midwinter (BS, TS). Mountain Bluebirds are rare but regular during winter w. of the Cascades. This year one was near Sequim, WA, Dec. 12-26 (BN); another was at Portland Dec. 15—Jan. 2 (EM); and one was at Monmouth, Polk, OR, Feb. 28 (T Snetsinger). As with many other facultative winterers, Hermit Thrushes were more numerous than usual with a maximum of 13 near Lime Kiln S.P., San Juan, WA, Dec. 19 (SM). A count of 140 Varied Thrushes at Lime Kiln that day was also exceptional (SM). Seven N. Mockingbirds this winter was about average. Two were in Washington: Erna, Grays Harbor, Jan. 3-9 (JF) and Eglon, Kitsap, Dec. 10 (VN). Winter Loggerhead Shrikes are less than annual w. of the Cascades, so one at Steigerwald L. N.W.R., Clark, WA, Jan. 24 was a good find (W. Cady). Given the superb diversity and number of lingering warblers last fall, a good winter for warblers was expected, and 11 species represented a good winter indeed. A Nashville Warbler near Brookings, Curry, OR, Dec. 4 (DM) added to only a few Regional winter records. Yellow Warblers are casual during winter, but this year there were two: Millacoma Marsh, Coos, OR, Dec. 6-14 (TR) and Pony Slough, Coos, Dec. 10 (TR). The Region averages about one Black-throated Gray Warbler every other year. This year there were two: near Lake Oswego, Clackamas, OR, throughout the winter (KR) and in Portland Jan. 6 (J. Valdivik). A Hermit Warbler near Lake Oswego Feb. 10-28 (KH) was even more unusual. Palm Warblers winter regularly in small numbers along the coast, but one at Portland Jan. 10-12 was exceptional (M. Calvin, DBa). A Black-and-white Warbler at Sequim Bay, WA, Dec. 17 was an excellent find (BN). There are about 35 records of Black-and-white Warbler from Washington, but only a few from winter. A N. Waterthrush at Warrenton, Clatsop, OR, Jan. 2 (MP) was almost as unusual. Winter Com. Yellowthroats are less than annual in the Region except along the s. coast. This winter there were seven: one at Everett, Snohomish, WA, Dec. 10 (KA); two near Monroe, Snohomish, WA, Dec. 10 (KA); two at Millacoma Marsh, Coos, OR, Dec. 14 (TR); one at Coquille, OR, Jan. 2 (fide AC); and one at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Jan. 21 (DBe). Finally, a Tennessee Warbler in Seattle Nov. 25 (B. Feltner) was received too late to include in the fall report, but deserves mention as a late date for this casual migrant. An injured male Western Tanager was at Federal Way, King, WA, Dec. 25—Jan. 1 (JF). There are fewer than 10 Regional winter records for this species. There are also fewer than 10 Regional winter records for Rose-breasted Grosbeak, but this winter there were two: a female or immature at Brookings, Curry, OR, Dec. 12 (†CD) and a male at College Place, Walla Walla, WA, Dec. 12 (M & MLD). American Tree Sparrows were present in good numbers as highlighted by 26 near Enterprise, Wallowa, OR, Dec. 12 (PaSu) and eight at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Jan. 21-23 (T. Greager). Chipping Sparrows are annual during winter in s.w. Oregon, but elsewhere they are quite rare, especially e. of the Cascades. This winter there were one at Port Angeles, Clallam, WA, Dec. 8 (A. Watkins); three at Airlie, Polk, OR, Jan. 25 (TB); one near Monroe, Snohomish, WA, in February (DD); and one on the east-side at Spokane Dec. 27 (JA). Five Clay-colored Sparrows also provided an excellent winter total: singles at Toledo, Lincoln, OR, Dec. 3 (D. Faxon); Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, Dec. 6 (TJW); Leque I., Snohomish, WA, Dec. 6-17 (SM); Elma, Grays Harbor, WA, Jan. 3-9 (JF, PtSu); and Langlois, Curry, OR, Feb. 21 (TJW). Vesper Sparrows are less than annual during winter. Two were found this year: one at F.R.R. Dec. 17 (M. Nikas) and one at Auburn, King, WA, Dec. 28 (DBe). A Sage Sparrow at Lake Sammamish S.P., King, WA, Feb. 23 (M & J Hobbs) was w. of the Cascades, where less than annual. Most westside records are in early spring when breeders are returning to their normal eastside haunts. A "Red" Fox Sparrow was at Corvallis, OR, Jan. 17 (N. Holcomb). This form seems to be annual in the Region, but documentation remains scarce. Seven Swamp Sparrows from Washington and 13 from Oregon were about average, but two were from the east-side where barely annual during winter: McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA, Dec. 5 (M & MLD) and Chief Timothy S.F., Asotin, WA, Dec. 21 (PtSu). The excellent fall for White-throated Sparrows translated into an excellent winter as highlighted by 12 at Sauvie Feb. 15 (TS). Though White-crowned Sparrows are one of the Region's most common wintering birds, 2,500 at Big Flat, Franklin, WA, were truly exceptional (M & MLD). Sixteen Harris's Sparrows (11 in Washington, five in Oregon) were about average despite the fall's poor showing. A Rustic Bunting near Leavenworth, Chelan, WA, Jan. 9-23 (D. Stephens, ph. RS) provided the 4th Regional record and about the 12th from North America outside of Alaska. A Snow Bunting e. of Lebanon, Linn, Feb. 6 (J. Harding) was in the Willamette Valley where less than annual. A male Tricolored Blackbird near F.R.R. Jan. 6 (D. Wendt) furnished a first Lane record; they are quite rare in the s. Willamette Valley. It was an excellent winter for W. Meadowlarks as highlighted by 100 at
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Leque I., Snohomish, WA, Dec. 14 (DD) and 225 near Goldendale, Klickitat, WA, Jan. 2 (SJ). Six Bullock's Orioles represented an amazing total for this less than annual winterer: one at Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Dec. 1 (NL); one at Cape Meares, Tillamook, OR, to Dec. 20 (MT); one near Brookings, Curry, OR, Dec. 22 (DM); one near Gold Beach, Curry, OR, Dec. 24 (CD); and two along Smith R., Curry, OR, Dec. 27 (CD). A Brambling at Portland Dec. 13—Jan. 10 (EM, DBu, m.ob.) and another at Sweet Home, Linn, Dec. 26-27 (N. Bock) provided the 5th and 6th Oregon records. There are now 19 Regional records. Thirty-one Pine Grosbeaks at Trout L., Klickitat, WA, Dec. 22 (SJ) furnished a superb count for the Region while two at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA, Feb. 20 (J. Duemmel) were w. of the Cascades, where rare. There were 2 reports of the erratic White-winged Crossbill this winter. Four at Glenwood, Klickitat, WA, Dec. 19 (SJ) were in the Cascades where most records come from. Twenty at Bay Center, Pacific, WA, Dec. 19 (H. Gilmore) were on the outer coast, where casual. A count of 50 Lesser Goldfinch at Maryhill, Klickitat, Jan. 8 (SJ) shows that this species' small population in Washington is doing well.

Initialed observers, (with subregional editors in boldface:) Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Range Bayer (Lincoln), David Bailey (DBa), Dave Beaudette (DBe), Bob Boekelheide, Debbie Bush (DBu), Trent Bray, Kathy Castelein, Alan Contreras, Mike and Merry Lynn Denny, Colin Dillingham, Steve Dowlan, Dennis Duffy, Joe Engler, Robert Flores, Jim Flynn, Michael Force, Jeff Gilligan, Denny Granstrand, Konnie Hoover, Stuart Johnston, Ken Knittle, Dave Lauten, Bill & Nancy LaFramboise, Gerard Lillie, Ed McVicker, Tom Mickel (Lane), Steve Mlodinow, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (western Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton, Mike Patterson, Tim Rodenkirk, Russell Rogers (Washington), Owen Schmidt, Gary Shaffer, Bill Shelmerdine, Tim Shelmerdine, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Ruth Sullivan, Bob Sundstrom (BSu), Margaret Tweelinckx, Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl (TJW), Bob Woodley.

Spring Migration, 1999

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT, GERARD LILLIE, and STEVE MLODINOW
Following an extremely wet winter, the spring weather was actually somewhat drier than average in most parts of the Region, hut it was also cool and windy so that both humans and birds seemed to regard it as more winter than spring. Throughout the west side, temperatures for much of March and early April were as much as 10 degrees below normal. There was snow on the Willamette Valley floor in late March and the freezing level dropped to ~1,000 ft. in the northern Willamette Valley on 8 April. Below normal temperatures continued into May, when they averaged 5.8° F. below normal in Portland, 6.4° below in Eugene, and 6.1° below in Medford. The cool climate delayed snow melt in the mountains, where a deep snow pack had accumulated with many sites reporting record snow depths. The weather played a major role in migration. Many species arrived at expected dates, but numbers were small compared with the rest of their populations. It seemed that the majority of land bird migrants were one to two weeks late. Very late snowmelt held up dispersal of mountain species once they arrived, maybe by as much as three weeks. On 8 May, Gillson had none of the obvious forest birds (Mountain Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch etc.) at Lost Lake in the Oregon Cascades and on 11 June there was still three—five feet of snow at Santiam Pass with no Fox Sparrows or Nashville Warblers, generally common by that date. Lowland observers remarked on very large numbers of Western Tanagers. Westside observers were treated to unusual numbers of montane and interior species in the lowlands, some lingering quite late: Calliope Hummingbirds, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Varied Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Townsend's Solitaires, Golden-Crowned Sparrow, and Lincoln's Sparrow. The oil spill created by the grounding of the New Carissa off Coos Bay, Oregon, apparently caused some level of Snowy Plover mortality, and necessitated more frequent beach surveys for dead birds. As of 10 March, two Horned Puffins, two Parakeet Auklets, two Ancient Murrelets, 13 Rhinoceros Auklets, one Short-tailed Shearwater, one+ Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel and one+ Leach's Storm-Petrel were found (BLo, RL). Some of these mortalities may have been unrelated to the oil spill.

Abbreviations: D.F. (Detroit Flats, Marion Co., OR); F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane Co., OR), Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); S.J.C.R. (s. jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS
Pacific Loon migration was heavy throughout May: 3,000+ passed Heceta Head, Lane, OR, in 30 minutes 2 May (RRb) and 200+/hour passed Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR, 25 May (PP). Yellow-billed Loons at Sequim Bay, Clallam, WA, 18 Mar (GK) and at Tulalip
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Bay, Snohomish, WA, 9-14 May (M. Reed) were the only reported. Five Clark's Grebes were found on the w. side, where scarce (SM, AC, TR, DL, KC, MH). Two Laysan Albatrosses off Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, 14 Mar (BT) and singles at the 600 fathom point off Lincoln, OR, in mid-May (S. Kupillas) and found dead on Thiel Cr., Lincoln, OR, beaches during May (BLo), indicate their increased abundance in the Region. Winter low numbers of N. Fulmar continued through spring; pelagic trips averaged only nine, with a peak of 30 (TRW, GG). A Pink-footed Shearwater off Depoe Bay, Lincoln, OR, 20 Mar (GG, MH) was early. Two Flesh-footed Shearwaters off Westport 24 Apr (BT) were the only reported Photos of a partially decomposed Wedge-tailed Shearwater on the beach at Newport, Lincoln, 26 Mar (D. Leal) will be examined by the O.B.R.C.; if correct this would represent the northernmost record for the species in the n.e. Pacific. Sooty Shearwater numbers remained low on pelagic trips, although numbers onshore in May seemed typical for spring, with several hundred off Cape Arago, Coos, OR, 29 Apr (BP), 100 off Coos Bay, Coos, OR, 4 May (DL, KC), 800 at O.S. 5 May (TA), and "many" from S.J.C.R. 23 May (MP). From late April onward large numbers of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were seen from shore. The largest concentration was 300+ off Boiler Bay 4 May (PP). Other high counts included 50 at Neah Bay, Clallam, WA, 8-9 May (BB, BN), and 15-20 at Grays Harbor 8-9 May (B. Bell, SM). Mortality was apparently above average, as 29 were found during May on beached bird surveys at Thiel Cr, Lincoln, OR (BLo); the 22-year average annual total for these surveys is five or fewer. Leach's Storm-Petrels are even rarer near shore, but two were seen at Boiler Bay 7 May (PP) and four were dead in May on the Thiel Cr. beached bird surveys (BLo). For the 2nd consecutive spring unusual numbers of Am. White Pelicans were on the w side, with seven reported from F.R.R. and the nearby Corvallis area (m.ob.), Warrenton, Clatsop, OR (TT), Grays Harbor (CK, TA, PtSu), and at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR (D. Pederson, m.ob.). Brown Pelicans arrived later than the previous 2 years; the first were two at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR, 20 Apr (Bureau Land Mgmt.), and they were noted along the coast n. to Grays Harbor by mid-May (m.ob.), but May numbers remained low (DL, KC, GL). An alternate-plumaged Red-faced Cormorant at the mouth of the Elwha R., Clallam, WA, 8 May (†SM, †SP) was the 2nd well-documented sighting s. of Alaska (pending W.B.R.C. review); the first was at Masset Sound, Queen Charlotte Is., B.C., in April 1988 (Campbell et al. 1990, The Birds of British Columbia). Great Egret nesting was recorded again at Pony Slough, Coos, OR (fide HN); they are recent breeders on the w. side and up to three remained at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, during May (JE), another recent w. side breeding location. A Cattle Egret, rare in spring, was near Merrill, Klamath, OR, 4 May (F. Mayer). White-faced Ibis at W.W.R.D. 8 May (DR), 12 near Brookings, Curry, OR, 17 May (DM), at Frenchman Hills Rd., Grant, WA, 21 May onward (†M. Schmuck), and at Othello, Adams, WA, 31 May (RH) were all locally rare. The Emperor Goose wintering at Tillamook, OR, remained until 19 Mar (C. Roberts) and the resident bird remained at Sandy R., Multnomah, OR (m.ob.). The wintering Ross's Goose at Kent, King, WA, remained through 15 Apr (RO, m.ob.); 18 at Steigerwald N.W.R., Clark, 13-19 Apr (WC, m.ob.) was an exceptionally large number for w. Washington. Four westside reports of Com. Teal and one of an intergrade was about average (GL, RK, SM, BTi). A Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal was at Dodson Rd., Grant, WA, 20 May (SJ). Much larger-than-typical numbers of Gadwall appeared in March, with maxima in Lane in mid-March of 150 on the Delta Ponds and 200 on the Kirk Pond (DI). Only four Eur. Wigeon were reported from the interior, but on the w. side a count of 60 at Samish Flats, Skagit; WA, 15 Mar (D. Paulson) was large; one wintering in w. Eugene, Lane, OR, stayed through period (DI). Four Tufted Ducks, a good spring total, were reported at Bingen, Klickitat, WA (WC), Rowena, Wasco, OR (D. Roll), Warrenton, Clatsop, OR (MP, TT), and Oak Harbor, Island, WA (SM). A female King Eider at the S. Jetty of Coos Bay, Coos, 29 Apr (BP, ph.) was apparently the latest in spring for Oregon. A Harlequin Duck pair was along Bryce Cr., Lane, OR, 5 May (fide TM), an area where not reported previously. A Long-tailed Duck at Vantage, Kittitas, WA, 14 Mar (K. Dumroese) provided a rare spring interior record. White-tailed Kite numbers remained at record levels. At least 31 were found in w. Oregon, headlined by the first nesting record for Curry 4 mi up the Rogue R. from Gold Beach (CD). Notable concentrations included five+ at a roost site near F.R.R. in March (DI), seven in the White City area, Jackson, 1 Mar (E. Setterberg), and five in the Illinois and Applegate valleys, Josephine, 1 May (PaSu); one near Prineville, Crook, 3 Apr (MC) was an e. Oregon rarity. The w Washington count was 11+, mostly in Lewis and Thurston and in March (RO, R. Woodin, PtSu, BT). One at Kent, King, 13 Apr (RO) was notable (they are casual n. of Olympia) and one at Ilwaco, Pacific; 15 Mar (J. Meyer) was the only coastal report. A pair of Red-shouldered Hawks just s.w. of F.R.R 19 Mar (LM) may suggest local breeding, pairs near Grants Pass and Myrtle Pt. were in areas where they may breed regularly Four others were reported in w. Oregon, and two in e. Oregon n. of Lonerock, Morrow, 24 May (J. Olson) were rare. A Broad-winged Hawk at Wenas Cr., Yakima, 30 May (†WC, m.ob.) provided the 2nd documented spring record for Washington. Two Gyrfalcons were reported from w. Oregon, near Brownsmead, Clatsop (MP), and at Fernhill, Washington (HN).

CHARADRIIFORMES
Thirteen Pacific Golden-Plover were reported, all but one from Oregon. Nine at Cape Blanco, Coos, 27 Apr (DM) was the largest group, and one at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, 25 May onward (J. Lundsten, PaSu) was astonishing both for the lateness and the Willamette Valley location. Six Am. Golden-Plovers were reported, all from coastal Washington, as were six golden-plover sp., the total of 25 was well above average for spring. A pair of Snowy Plovers at Midway Beach, Grays Harbor, 25 Apr (RR, SRi) and one at Westport 22 May (PtSu), was away from their 2 known breeding sites in Washington. Black-necked Stilts were noteworthy both in the interior and on the w. side, where rare migrants. At least 125 were found at numerous sites in e. Washington (m.ob.), probably the highest total ever for this relatively recent addition to the area. On the w. side were four in the Willamette valley (K. Merrifield, P. Muller, L. Weiland, SD), and 11 at Steigerwald N.W.R. 17-19 Apr (WC, PtSu), a first Clark record and probably the largest number ever found in w Washington. Five Am. Avocet in w. Oregon were also unusual, with two in the Willamette valley (MC, P. Vanderheul, A McGie), and three on the outer coast (D. DeWitt, S. Russell). The w. side total of 79 Lesser Yellowlegs was large; at least a dozen more were in the interior. The largest groups were 24 at Seaside, Clatsop, OR, 25 Apr (MP), and at least 3 concentrations of 10+ in n. Puget Sound (SM). Solitary Sandpiper numbers were also above average, with a minimum of 20, with 12 of them in w. Oregon The Upland Sandpiper at Cape Blanco,
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Curry, 22 May (†TJW) furnished about the 2nd w. Oregon record. Over 1,000 Whimbrels were in the Elk R. meadows, Curry, 18 May (TJW, DM), a large flock for this Region. Long-billed Curlews, rare transients in inland areas on the w. side, were reported in April with two at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA (JE), and near Lebanon, Linn, OR (RG), and singles at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington, OR (RK), and Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR (L. Fitts, JS). A Black Turnstone at the Fernhill Wetlands 25 Apr (HN) provided a surprising inland record. Only three Semipalmated Sandpipers, all from n.w. Washington (SM, PtSu, CK), was below average for this scarce spring migrant. Three Baird's Sandpipers was about average, with birds at Othello, Adams, WA (SJ), Seattle (SM, K. Aanerud), and Kent, King, WA (PtSu). Wilson's Phalarope numbers on the w. side were above average, but did not approach the impressive numbers noted last spring; as usual, all of the 19 reports were from the Willamette valley and the Puget Trough. The largest numbers were seven at Baskett Slough N.W.R. 18 May onward (RG, RRb) and five near Mt. Vernon, Skagit, WA, 8 May (CK). Pelagic trips reported below-average numbers of jaegers (TRW, GG), although three Long-tailed Jaegers, two off Westport 24 Apr (BT) and one there 31 May (P. Anderson), provided the 3rd consecutive spring this rare spring migrant has been reported. Onshore and in Puget Sound, unusual numbers of Parasitic Jaegers were seen through the period, with at least 28 reported, including one—two off Boiler Bay 25-29 May (PP, TB), three at Bellingham, WA, 21-30 May (TRW), and one at Bayview, Skagit, WA, 31 May (CK). A Franklin's Gull at Potholes, Grant, WA, 23 May (PtSu) was the only e. Washington report, but four in w. Oregon was notable, with singles near Canby, Clackamas, 5 Apr (D. Shank, ES) and at Brookings, Curry, 29 Apr (DM), and two at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, 23 May (DF). A Little Gull at Mann L., Harney, 22 Apr (DE) was a first s.e. Oregon record. Other than an adult at Blyn, Clallam, WA, 20 May (GK), Heermann's Gulls were unreported, making quite a contrast with last spring. The controversial Slaty-backed Gull near Sequim, WA, remained through 2 Mar (G. Revelas, †BN). At least 24 Glaucous Gulls, above average for spring, were reported, primarily from w. Oregon. For the 2nd consecutive spring Black-legged Kittiwakes were numerous on both pelagic trips and along the coast. March/April pelagic trip counts averaged 120; highs from shore included 100 at Cape Arago, Coos, OR, 3 Mar (TR) and 35 at O.S. 5 May (TA). Sabine's Gulls presented a different picture. An unusual 54 were observed from shore in Oregon (m.ob.), but pelagic trip counts were low (13/trip) until late May, when 300+ were off Westport (P. Anderson). The peak onshore count was 35 from Cape Meares, Tillamook, OR, 1 May (T. Love). Common Terns are rare inland in spring, but one was at Cassimer Bar, Okanogan, WA, 13 May (TA) and four were at Baskett Slough N.W.R. 18 May (RG). The coastal peak count was an exceptional 800 at O.S. 20 May (TA). Arctic Terns were barely reported, but three returned to the Everett, WA, breeding colony 29 May (SM). A Least Tern at Fernhill Wetlands 6-10 Mar (†HN, ph., m.ob.) was astonishing for the early date, inland location, and rarity in the Region; it was Oregon's 6th (pending O.B.R.C. review). At least 26 Black Terns were on the w. side, including eight at F.R.R. (PSh) where they have nested in the past few years. Other reports, all from 17 May onward, were from Fernhill Wetlands (N. Dietrich, M. Marsh), Mollala, Clackamas, OR (ES), Baskett Slough N.W.R. (RG), Tangent, Linn, OR (RG), and Beaver L., Skagit, WA (RF). Four Parakeet Auklets, the first since Feb 1997, included two found dead along the Thiel Cr. beaches, Lincoln, OR, 7-8 Mar (BLo, RL) and singles off Westport 14 Mar and 24 Apr (†BT). An imm. Whiskered Auklet at Penn Cove, Whidbey I., WA, 16-17 May (†SM, †D. Duffy, †KK) provided the first well-documented sighting (pending review by the W.B.RC.) s. or e. of the Aleutian Is. Some previous pattern of vagrancy exists, with 2 records from St. Lawrence I. (Byrd and Williams 1993, Birds of N. Am.) and one from Honshu I., Japan, some 700 mi s. of their known range in Asia (Brazil 1991, Birds of Japan). Two Horned Puffins were found dead along the Thiel Cr. beaches 8 Mar (BLo, RL).

PIGEONS THROUGH FINCHES
A White-winged Dove near Redmond, King, 19 May was only Washington's 3rd (†J. Meyer). Yellow-billed Cuckoos average about one per year in Oregon, with most recent records coming from s.e. vagrant traps; typical of this pattern was one at Malheur 31 May (PaSu). Two westside Burrowing Owls was about average, with birds e. of Salem to 12 Mar (SD) and at Skagit W.M.A. 20-21 Mar (T. Nowak). A Great Gray Owl nest with young near Bonaparte L., Okanogan, 21 May provided a rare Washington breeding record (RH). The 2nd Coos Com. Poorwill was s. of Bandon 26 May (TR); it breeds only ±50 mi to the s.e., but vagrant records are few. A concentration of 15,000 Vaux's Swifts at a Eugene chimney provides a stunning high count (DH) A White-throated Swift near Troutdale, Multnomah, 2 May was in n.w. Oregon, where accidental (P. Osburn). Black-chinned Hummingbirds at Klickitat, Klickitat, WA, 8 May (WC) and at Portland 26 May were w of their normal range (HN). Costa's Hummingbirds were unrecorded in the Region prior to 1972, but a couple each year in s. Oregon has been the norm over the last decade. This spring one was in Bend 28 Apr onward (D. Tracy) and another at Grant's Pass (DV). Over 20 Calliope Hummingbirds in the Willamette Valley between late April and late May was several fold more than normal; it is usually quite scarce w. of the Cascades. Lewis' Woodpeckers were part of the irruption of eastside birds, with four in w Washington and three in w. Oregon 2 Apr-12 May (M. Carmody, J. Flynn, J Starfire, DBe, TJ, J. Sulzmann, DH, RK) Acorn Woodpeckers were seen throughout the spring at their one Washington outpost near Lyle, Klickitat, with a maximum of three 21 Mar (WC, SP). Highly unusual were three Red-naped Sapsuckers, rare w of the Cascades, near Ryderwood, Cowlitz, in late April (fide A. Richards), Mcleary, Grays Harbor, 20 Apr (M. Storm), and Toledo, Lincoln, OR, 22 May (DF). Willow Flycatchers at Jamestown, Clallam, WA, 8 May (BB) and at Applegate, Jackson, OR, 28 Apr (DV) were at least a week early. A few Least Flycatchers are found most years e. of the Cascades. This year records included an early arrival at Oroville, Okanogan, WA, 12 May (TA) and more typical reports from Lower Hardy Canyon, Yakima, WA, 29-31 May (R. Shaw, WC), and Davenport, Lincoln, WA, 30 May (JA). Gray Flycatchers, rare-but-annual during spring in w. Oregon, were at Detroit Flats, Marion, 25 Apr and 21 May (RG). The Eastern Phoebe in the Coquille Valley, Coos, remained until 20 Mar (DL, KC). Say's Phoebes were one of the heralds of this season's Invasion of "eastside birds" w. of the Cascades The first appeared in late Feb, and the peak was in Mar, coinciding with its normal arrival on the eastside. Overall 31 were in w Oregon and eight in w. Washington, representing a 10-fold increase from the usual spring. Also, one at Moclips, Grays Harbor, WA, 15 Mar (fide JF) was on the outer coast, where casual. Western Kingbirds also irrupted into the westside, though not in such a
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dramatic fashion. Nonetheless, 30 at Cape Blanco, Coos, OR, during late April/early May was an impressive total (TJW). Eastern Kingbirds are rare and local w. of the Cascades, but one at Waldport, Lincoln, OR, 20 May (J. Glover) and another at Cape Blanco 30 May (TJW) were on the outer coast, where casual. A N. Shrike at Weir Prairie, Thurston, WA, 23 Apr was about 2 weeks late (CK), One to two Loggerhead Shrikes are typical for spring w. of the Cascades, but this season there were six at Spencer I., Snohomish, WA, 28 Mar (SM, JF), Brookings, Curry, OR, 14 Apr (DM), Graysmarsh, Clallam, WA, 18 Apr (S. Atkinson), D.P. (two) 18-29 Apr (SD), and near Littlerock, Thurston, WA, 5 May (B. Shelmerdine). Six Blue Jays were reported this spring, a bit above average, but unusual were four on the westside at Albany, Linn, OR, 13 Apr (J. Boydenson, JS), Gimple Hill Rd., Lane, OR, 23 May (fide S. Gordon), Logan, Clackamas, OR, 25 May (T. Tracy), and Pt. No Pt., Kitsap, WA, 26 May (VN). A W. Scrub-Jay at Westport 22 May was on the Washington outer coast, where rare (PtSu). The Sky Lark of undetermined subspecies remained near Sequim until 7 Mar (G. Toffic). One-thousand N. Rough-winged Swallows at Columbia N.W.R, WA, 20 Apr was an impressive concentration (RF). Mountain Bluebirds staged a major movement in w Washington lowlands during mid-to-late March (m.ob.). Townsend's Solitaires were also seen in unusual numbers in w. lowlands, and Varied Thrushes were widely reported as lingering late at low elevations—both likely a function of heavy and late mountain snow pack. Ten thousand Am. Robins at Ridgefield, Clark WA, 5 Mar provided a high count even for this abundant species (J. Lewis). Bucking the trend towards late arrivals, a Swainson's Thrush at Skagit W.M.A., WA, 4 Apr (JF, SM) was at least 2 weeks early. Sage Thrashers, less-than-annual in w. Oregon and casual in w. Washington, were at Newport, Lincoln, OR, 26-30 Apr (DF), Oregon City, Clackamas, OR, 9 May (N. Wallwork), Coos Bay, OR, 19 May (DL, KC), D.F. 21 May (K. Owen), and along Martin Rd., Skagit, WA, 29 May (DBe). These vagrants occurred well after their return to eastside breeding areas, in distinct contrast with irruptions of Say's Phoebes, W. Kingbirds, and Mt. Bluebirds, wherein the bulk of vagrants coincided with their return to the eastside. A N. Mockingbird was in Seattle 29 May (K. Jacobsen); only a couple is seen annually in w. Washington. A well-described Tennessee Warbler at Washtucna, Adams, 24 Apr (†DR) was about Washington's 10th and the earliest for the Region by almost a month; two in Oregon, where almost annual on the eastside but casual on the westside, were at Mt. Pisgah, Lane, 15 May (L. Block) and Eugene 22 May (R. Titus). A N. Parula was near John Day, Grant, OR, 27-29 May (C. Corder, J. Stevens); there are ±40 Oregon records, but only a handful away from Harney. A male Chestnut-sided Warbler was at Malheur 27-31 May and a 2nd bird was there 28-31 May (TJ). There are now ±35 Oregon records. A Magnolia Warbler at Malheur 28 May (DE) was also about the 35th for Oregon. A Hermit Warbler at Eugene 4 Apr was 2 weeks early (T. & AM). Palm Warblers are regular winterers on the outer coast, but are casual in spring elsewhere, so one near Lebanon, Linn, OR, 8 May was exceptional (R. Krabbe). Blackpoll Warblers in Harney this spring, at Frenchglen 22 May (D. Gutcher) and Malheur 30 May (S. Wright) were typical. Two Black-and-white Warblers in Harney was also about normal, with a female at Malheur 27 May (TJ) and a male were there 28-29 May (TJ). An Ovenbird was on the outer coast at Cascade Head, Lincoln, 24 May (PP); there are ±40 Oregon records, many from late May but mostly from s.e. vagrant traps. Six late Am. Tree Sparrows at Skagit W.M.A., WA, 4 Apr (SM) was a good west-side count. Even later was one at Richland, Benton, WA, 17 Apr (BW). A Clay-colored Sparrow at Brookings, Curry, OR, 24 Mar was either a very early vagrant or had wintered locally (DM). Another there 31 May was at a more typical date (DM). A 3rd was at Thornton Cr., Lincoln, OR, 9 Apr-6 May (DF). Brewer's Sparrows are annual at D.F., but one there 30 Mar was at least 2 weeks early (SD). Another was on the outer coast at Bandon, Coos, OR, 23 May, where accidental (S. McAllister). Lark Sparrows are rare on the outer coast n. of Curry, so one at Cascade Head, Lincoln, OR, 24 May was notable (PP). Black-throated Sparrows are local and uncommon e. of the Cascades, but rare to the west. A westside irruption began in late May, with individuals at Government L, Multnomah, OR (DE), Yachats, Lincoln, OR (L. Hemphill), Mt. Pisgah (PSh), and Carnation, King, WA (SP). Previous irruptions to the westside have also occurred in late May/early June. There are fewer than 20 w. Oregon records of Sage Sparrow, so one at Detroit Flats 26 Mar was notable (SD). A Lark Bunting near Medford, Jackson, 27 Apr-4 May (DK), the earliest in spring by over 2 weeks, was about Oregon's 21st. A "Red" Fox Sparrow was reported from D.F. 18 Apr (SD). A "Sooty" Fox Sparrow was 2 weeks late in Seattle 18 May (TA). A Swamp Sparrow at Detroit Flats 8 May (SD) was at least 3 weeks late, and apparently a northbound migrant; though a number are found each winter, spring migrants are scarce. The good winter for White-throated Sparrows translated into a good spring, with the most noteworthy being one at Seattle 16-17 May, at least 2 weeks late (TA, D. Garcia). Golden-crowned Sparrows stayed weeks late on the westside (m.ob.), and were unusually numerous in e. Washington (BW), including one at Davenport, Lincoln, 6 May, where less than annual (JA). A Lapland Longspur at Ocean Shores 22 May was also late (SRi) More Lazuli Buntings than usual were found w. of the Cascades, including one at Port Angeles, WA, 29 May on the Olympic Pen., where casual (T. Drake). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, rare-but-regular in Oregon, were at Hunter Cr., Curry, 18 May (G. Sevey) and Eagle Pt., Jackson, 17 May (V Christensen). A colony of Tricolored Blackbirds located last summer near Wilson Cr., Grant; provided Washington's first record. At least five returned there 7 May (RF), and one–three others were at Othello, Adams, 30 May (†BT, †SM); 400 at Powell Butte, Deschutes, 9 Mar provided a remarkable Oregon high count (J. Meredith). Yellow-headed Blackbird numbers were well above normal on the westside, including three on the outer coast, where barely annual, at Pony Slough, Coos, 7 May (TR), Gearhart, Clatsop, 8 May (S. Hagen), and Coos Bay 23 May (TR). Great-tailed Grackles arrived in s.e. Oregon ca 1980 and have been regular since in May and June, but failed to expand further into our Region. This spring there were five, all in Harney, with one at Fields 14 May (M) and 3 there 30 May (GL, JG), and one at Malheur 29-30 May (B. Griffin). Common Grackles at LaGrande, Union, 1-6 May (J. Hart) and Fields 21 May (M) were about the 20th and 21st for Oregon, about half of which are from May. A male Baltimore Oriole in Echo Valley, Chelan, 31 May (†VN) was only Washington's 3rd, and the first since 1987! Two were in Oregon at Mt. Vernon and John Day 18 Apr-18 May (ph., A. Frost, T. Winters) and Malheur 29-31 May (JG, GL, PaSu); there were ±26 previous Oregon records, but only two since 1992. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches are not annual to w. lowlands, so 10 at Pt Roberts, Whatcom, WA, 13-16 Apr were a
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surprise (K. Irvine, B. Bell). Six Purple Finches at W.E. Johnson Park, Benton, 10 Mar (BW) were rare in the Columbia Basin. A White-winged Crossbill at O.S. 25 May (P.W. Smith) was on the outer coast, where accidental. Lesser Goldfinches in Washington are well established only in Klickitat, so one at Richland, Benton, 1-26 Mar was a good find (BW).

ADDENDUM
King's first Upland Sandpiper, at Seattle 18 Aug 1998 (TA), was inadvertently left out of last fall's column.

EXOTICS
Two Mute Swans were at Poulsbo, Kitsap, WA, 11 Mar (I. Paulsen). An apparently pure Am. Black Duck at Everett 31 May may be all that remains of this introduced population (SM). The Monk Parakeet colony at the Portland Airport still held 10 birds 14 Mar (S. Orlowski).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Jim Acton, Tom Aversa, Range Bayer (Lincoln, OR), David Beaudette (Dbe), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Bob Boekelheide, Wilson Cady, Kathleen Castle-in, Alan Contreras, Marcia Cutler, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Colin Dillingham (Curry), Steve Dowlan, Joe Engler, Duncan Evered, Darrel Faxon, Robert Flores, Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Dan Heyerly, Randy Hill, Matt Hunter, David Irons, Tim Janzen, Stuart Johnston, Craig Kemper, Merlene Koliner (Clarkston area), Ray Korpi, Gene Kridler, Bruce Labar, Bill & Nancy LaFramboise, Dave Lauten, Gerard Lillie, Bob Loeffel (Blo), Roy Lowe, Maitreya (M), Alan McGie, Larry McQueen, Allison & Tom Mickel (Lane), Steve Mlodinow, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton, Roger Orness, Mike Patterson, Bob Pease, Steve Pink, Phil Pickering, Scott Richardson (SRi), Roger Robb (RRb), Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Russell Rogers (Washington), Paul Sherrell (PSh), Jamie Simmons, Elmer Specht, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu) (eastern Oregon), Bill Tice (BTi), Todd Thornton, Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Terry R. Wahl, Bob Woodley.

Nesting Season, 1999

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT, STEVE MLODINOW, and BILL TICE
The season was rather wet until mid-July, when summer finally arrived and sunshine became more than a vague memory. The weather undoubtedly depressed land-bird breeding success. A western Washington bluebird project banded only 100 birds compared to 151 last summer (Sam Agnew). The cool, late spring was undoubtedly responsible for very late dates for several northern migrants such as Golden-crowned and Harris's sparrows and Lapland Longspur. The spring's motif of interior birds displaced westward—Eastern Kingbirds and a Black-chinned Sparrow, among others—also continued. And who knows what forces were responsible for a stream of Gulf of Alaska seabirds that continued from the spring: Mottled Petrel and Red-legged Kittiwakes were the summer contribution.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane Co., OR); Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Hanley Co., DR); O.R.B.C. (Oregon Rare Birds Committee); O.D.F.W. (Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); O.S.U. (Oregon State University.); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR). Eastside/Westside refer to the portion of the Region east/west of the crest of the Cascades.

LOONS THROUGN RAPTORS
A Pacific Loon in breeding plumage on Lemolo L., Douglas, OR, 15 July (R. Maertz) was very unusual on freshwater in summer. Possibly marking the beginning of a 2nd Willamette Valley breeding colony, a W. Grebe summered at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR (BTi, RG). Three pairs of Clark's Grebe at F.R.R. all summer (K. Beal) suggested continued breeding at the species' only Westside colony. Pelagic trips in July—two off Westport, WA (TRW), and one off Depoe Bay, OR (G. Gillson)—found very low numbers of N. Fulmar, averaging fewer than 30 per trip, extremely low numbers of Pink-footed Shearwater, averaging only four per trip, and moderately low numbers of Sooty Shearwater, about 1,100 per trip. The only Short-tailed Shearwater was one found dead at Newport, Lincoln, OR, 11 June (O.D.F.W., fide HN). Three Manx Shear-waters, now of annual occurrence in Washington, were off Westport 10 July (†B. LaBar); one in Admiralty Inlet 3 June (†G. Lasley, B. Sundstrom) was only the 2nd record from inland waters. Three Mottled Petrels were found dead on Washington beaches (C. Thompson, fide T. Hass); summer records are unprecedented. American White Pelican continues to wander the Westside: one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR, was last seen 10 June (RG), two were at Crockett L., Island, WA, 18 June (B. Merrick), one was on the Columbia R. near Portland 18 June (J. Cowan) and 25 July (fide D. Baccus), and two were at Blaine, Whatcom, WA, 17 July (SM). One Great Egret pair was observed nesting again this year at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, with unknown success (J. Engler). Great Egret was also reported nesting on a Columbia R. island just n. of Richland, Franklin (fide DR), apparently a new e. Washington location. Breeding continues at heronries around Coos Bay, OR, a recently established Westside locale. Snowy Egrets were at Sequim Bay, Clallam, WA, 23-25 June (L. Newberry, fide BB) and Rock I., Franklin, WA, 6 June (†S. Atkinson); they have become annual vagrants to Washington. Summer records of Black-crowned Night-Heron on the Westside continue to accumulate: there were 3 Oregon reports (TR, B. Combs, BTi, RG) and one from Washington (fide BN). The White-faced Ibis found this spring near Othello, Adams, WA, remained until 30 June (RH). An injured Ross's Goose at Bandon, OR, 28 June and later (RL) was a first Coos record. The single Am. Black Duck at Everett, WA, 6 June (SM) hopefully represents the last remnant of an inadvertent introduction. Up to two pairs of Redhead at F.R.R. in July (D. Irons) continue to fuel suspicions of local breeding—their only Westside nesting. A pair of Ring-necked Duck nesting near N. Spit of Coos Bay, OR, was at the s. edge of the species' range. White-tailed Kites continued to provide evidence of range expansion: a pair nested for the 2nd year at Nestucca Bay N.W.R., OR (F. Schrock); one was seen much of the period and suspected of breeding at
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Millacoma Marsh, Coos, OR (TR); Curry had its first nesting pair along the Rogue R. (CD), with young ready to fledge at the end of the period; and one was near Toledo, Lewis, WA, 13 June (C. Chappell). An imm. N. Goshawk near Alsea, Benton, 23 June was a rare Oregon Coast Range fledgling (TS). There were only 2 reports of Red-shouldered Hawk n. of their usual range: one in Philomath, Benton, OR, 19 July (TS) and an adult near Brownsville, Linn, OR, 17 July (RG, BTi). A very late Merlin was at Minto Brown Park, Marion, OR, 11 June (RG).

RAILS THROUGH ALCIDS
The many Yellow Rails near Klamath Marsh N.W.R., Lake, OR, 23 June (KS) indicated the notable size of this isolated population. An Am. Golden-Plover at Bandon, Coos, OR, 5 July (DL, KC) was very early, while a Pacific Golden-Plover at Crockett L., Island, WA, 26 June was about a month early, establishing a record arrival date (SM, DD). On an annual mid-June survey of the Oregon coastal Snowy Plover population, a count of 52 was low compared to recent years; some mortality was documented as a result of the New Carissa spill (M. Stern, O.D.F.W.). American Avocets are less than annual in w. Washington, so one at American Camp, San Juan, 17 June was a good find (S. Vernon). Bar-tailed Godwits, including adults, are being found with increasing frequency in the Region, but there are still few June/July records; one at Bay Ocean Spit, Tillamook, OR, 26 June-9 July (JG, GL, S. Daggers) topped the previous fall's early date by almost 2 weeks. Nine Solitary Sandpipers this July were more than normal; three at Potholes, Grant, WA, 21 July (JA) was the peak count. Casual on the Oregon outer coast in mid-June, four Willets were at Bandon, Coos, 18 June (DL). A Wandering Tattler at Cow Lakes, Malheur, OR, 22 June (R. Manwaring) represented about the 7th record from the Eastside and the first for a bird not clearly southbound. An above-average total of 125 Semipalmated Sandpipers was reported: 107 from Washington and 18 from Oregon; the peak tally was 20 at Crockett L., Island, WA, 17 July (SM, DD). Nine Pectoral Sandpipers during July was also better than normal; a maximum of four were at Two Rivers, Walla Walla, WA, 17 July (DR). A Dunlin at Crockett L., WA, 24 July was a very early migrant (SM, PtSu), while one at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, 12 July (R. O'Brien) and four at O.S. 15 June may have been over summering (TA). Adult Stilt Sandpipers are very rare in the Region, but two were on Whidbey I., WA, this summer: one at Crockett L. 20 July (SM) and another near Freeland 20-24 July (SM). A juv. Wilson's Phalarope along Gap Rd., OR, 16-17 July (J. Harding, RG, BTi) established a probable first Linn breeding record. A Pomarine Jaeger found sick near Halfway, Baker, OR, 28 June was astonishing for the interior in mid-summer (M. Hammer). The Parasitic Jaeger at Bayview, Skagit, WA, 6 June (CK) was a late record for Puget Sound. A sub-ad. Laughing Gull was reported from the S.J.C.R. 31 July (†MP); this would be the 3rd Oregon record if

SA - 
Reminiscent of the days when fishery agencies "controlled" populations of mergansers and cormorants to reduce predation on fish, the burgeoning Caspian Tern population in the lower Columbia R, ended up on the wrong side of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) this summer. Diet studies of the approximately 8,000 pairs breeding on Rice I. in 1997 and 1998 indicated that they consumed millions—maybe as many as 22 million—of salmon smolts as the fish migrated downstream past the colony (D. Craig, O.S.U.). Since several of the Chinook and Steelhead stocks in the Columbia and Snake basins are listed under the ESA, this predation acquired additional significance. Federal agencies attempted to decoy the terns downstream to a colony site where their diet would be more mixed. At least 1,200 pairs made the switch to the new colony, bred successfully, and consumed fewer salmon per individual. That left almost 7,000 pairs breeding at the Rice I. site (O.S.U.). Plans for summer 2,000 are to attempt to exclude terns from Rice I. and to encourage some portion of the population to leave the lower Columbia entirely. Meanwhile, in Puget Sound, a new colony appeared on a waste disposal site in Tacoma; about 500 pairs attempted to breed there (D. Norman, M. Tirhi, Washington Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife). This location will be "cleaned up" in the near future. The only previous breeding locations in Puget Sound were at Everett and Swinomish Channel; terns were excluded from the Everett site and have vacated the Swinomish Channel site. Homelessness appears to be a chronic affliction for Caspian Terns in the Pacific Northwest. 

accepted by the O.R.B.C. The 2nd-summer Little Gull at the N. Spit of Coos Bay 7 July (†DL) was unseasonal and less than annual in Oregon. A colony of 250 Ring-billed Gulls on Miller Sands in the mouth of the Columbia R. (fide HN) establishes another Westside breeding location. Unusual summer numbers of Black-legged Kittiwake followed good spring counts and included 40 at S.J.C.R. 5 June (JG) and one at Cattle Pt., San Juan, WA, 11 June (FS); however, only one was at Grays Harbor in July (TRW). An imm. Red-legged Kittiwake near Tatoosh I., Clallam, 28 June-5 July (†TiW) represents only about the 5th Washington record. Three Sabine's Gulls off Cattle Pt., WA, 7 June (FS) and one inland at Brownlee Res., Baker, OR, 19 June (T. Bray, M. Rose) were unexpected summer records. The Arctic Tern breeding colony in Everett, WA, was at least two pairs strong this summer (J. Flavin) and three were late at S.J.C.R. 5 June (JG). Black Terns, apparently unconcerned by Caspian perils, may be establishing a 2nd Westside breeding colony. Up to five birds were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR, during the period, and on 5 July an adult was seen feeding an immature, apparently confirming breeding (BTi, RG). One at Monroe, Snohomish, WA, 6 June (SM) was the only other Westside report away from F.R.R. The Oregon population of Com. Murre had its first successful breeding season in a decade (RL), apparently in response to colder ocean temperatures and improved productivity. In Washington, in addition to the colony at Tatoosh I., 100+ appeared to be nesting on White I., Clallam, 30 July (BB). A 24 July pelagic trip off Westport encountered 2,685 murres with many chicks (TRW), additional evidence of a good breeding season. Unfortunately the good conditions did not result in improved counts of Cassin's Auklets and Tufted Puffins; totals of eight and two, respectively, were seen during two July trips off Westport (TRW).

DOVES THROUGH MOCKINGBIRDS
A Eurasian Collared-Dove at the isolated oasis in Fields was Oregon's 2nd (†M). How long until Washington has its first? The Malheur Yellow-billed Cuckoo remained until 4 June (PaSu), and another was singing near Ironside, Malheur, during late June (MD, MLD)—a fairly typical season for this rare visitor to s.e. Oregon. Common Poor-wills are accidental in w. Washington, so one at Mt. Hardy Burn, Skagit, 26 June was exceptional (JW). The Costa's Humming-
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bird at Bend, OR, remained until 28 June (D. Tracy). Broad-tailed Hummingbirds seem to be scarce but regular summer visitors to s e Oregon, but their status in n.e. Oregon is poorly known; thus a male and three females near Flora, Wallowa, 19 June (AC) and a female at Richland, Baker, 11 July (S. Lindsay) were noteworthy. Washington does not yet have any accepted Broad-tailed records. Lewis's Woodpecker was formerly a fairly common breeder in the Willamette Valley, but breeding was last recorded in 1977 after a rather steep decline, and the species is now quite rare during summer anywhere n. of Douglas on the Westside. Consequently, one at Gresham, Multnomah, 6 July was noteworthy (D. Bailey, D. Helzer). A White-headed Woodpecker near Nisqually, Thurston, added to the handful of w Washington records (†R. Kirkham). This summer's 12 Least Flycatchers was the 2nd best total ever for the Region. Nine were on the Eastside—six in Washington and three in Oregon—and three were in w. Washington, where barely annual: Fortson Mill Ponds, Snohomish, 12 June (SM, DD); Whatcom Co. Line Ponds 4 July (SM, CK); and Ft. Lewis, Pierce, 6-9 July (BTw, S. Mills). An Eastern Phoebe near Rogue R., Jackson, 10-22 June was only Oregon's. 5th (†B. Clemens) An Ash-throated Flycatcher at the Sandy R. delta, Multnomah, 26 June was in n w Oregon, where rare (B. Altman), and one at Wenatchee, WA, 15 June was n. of its breeding range on the Eastside (EH). Exceptionally rare for summer on the outer coast were W. Kingbirds at Pt. Grenville, Grays Harbor, WA, 24 June (P. W. Smith) and Warrenton, Clatsop, OR, 13 June (MP). On the Westside, E. Kingbirds are mostly found at a few nest sites in Multnomah, Snohomish, and Skagit and are very rare anywhere farther west. This spring's influx translated into many more summer reports than normal, including four from areas where this species is casual: Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, 1 June (TJW); Tatoosh I., WA, 14 June (R. Paine, TiW); Cape Blanco 22 June (TJW); and near Freeland, Island, WA, 26 June (SM, DD). Four Plumbeous Vireos, all from s.e. Oregon, seems an unusually high total, but this species' status is still being determined. A Red-eyed Vireo was found again in Luckiamute Landing, Polk, w. of this species' few known nesting areas in Oregon (K. Sparkman); Polk's first was recorded here last year The Olympic Peninsula's first nesting Red-eyed Vireos were near Sequim 30 June (BN). A mixed Scrub x Steller's Jay pair produced three young in Spanaway, Pierce, WA (SA, ph. R. Sullivan). A Pygmy Nut hatch near Mt. Hardy, Skagit, WA, 26 June was on the Westside, where casual (JW). Two Purple Martins at Bingen, Klickitat, WA, 9 July provided a very rare Eastside record (SJ). More than 2,000 Bank Swallows together at Columbia N.W.R., Adams, WA, 21 July may well be a Regional record-high concentration (RH). Rock Wrens w. of the Cascades in Washington are rare during any season, especially during summer, so one carrying food at Silver Star Mt., Clark, was notable (W. Cady). A Mt. Bluebird near Bellingham, WA, 18 June provided a very rare summer record from the Westside lowlands (fide G. Walker). Veeries are casual on the Westside, except near Newhalem, Whatcom, WA, where they have been recorded several times in past summers; this year, about four were found at 2 sites near Newhalem on 12 June (TRW) and at least four were still present 4 July, including an adult carrying food (SM, CK). A Wrentit near Lebanon, Linn, OR, 22 June (K. Bettinger) is probably the northernmost record for the Cascade foothills and provides evidence of this species' continuing range expansion. There were seven reports of N. Mockingbird, all from Oregon, including a nesting pair at Bully Creek Res., Malheur, 23 June (F. Zeillemaker).

WARBLERS THROUGH CROSSBILLS
Virginia's Warbler had been considered a casual vagrant to Oregon, but last summer several pairs were found in the s.e. corner of the state; this summer a singing Virginia's Warbler near Ironside, Malheur, July 5 (J. Gatchett) reinforced the evidence that this species is a local but regular breeder in the southeast. A N. Parula was at Fields 7 June (K. Aldrich); there are about 40 Oregon records. A Chestnut-sided Warbler near Nile, Yakima, 3 July was Washington's 12th (ph. M. A. Ruthrauff); most previous Washington records are also from mid-summer. In Oregon, three Chestnut-sided Warblers added to approximately 35 previous records: Malheur 5 June (D. Herr), Fields 5 June (AC, SR), and near Sisters, Deschutes, 4 July (S. Shrunk). Oregon's 6th Black-throated Green Warbler was at Malheur 13 June (AC, HN et al., ph.). A Black-and-white Warbler at Malheur 9 June was the only report of this regular vagrant (PP). An Ovenbird at Fields on 11 June (M) and another there 17 June (R. Smith) add to the approximately 40 Oregon records. Several Am. Redstarts were at their usual spot near Newhalem in Skagit/Whatcom, WA (D. Beaudette, CK), the only regular Westside locality. Three at Fortson Mill Ponds, Snohomish, WA, 6-28 June (SM, DD, S. Pink) suggested that a small colony may exist there as well. A N. Waterthrush at Salt Cr., Lane, OR, 4 July (R. Robb) was at the only regular Westside location, but one at Lincoln City, Lincoln, OR, 12 June (PP) was on the outer coast, where very rare. A Summer Tanager at Malheur 13 June was about the 7th for Oregon (†AC, HN). A scattering of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks was typical for summer: this year a pair was in Portland 7 July (P. Blair); one was in Seattle 22-23 July (C. Cretin); and six others were in e. Oregon (fide HN). An Indigo Bunting near W. Richland, Benton, 19-31 July was only Washington's 7th (BW); about half of the previous reports were also from the Eastside in summer. Brewer's Sparrow is generally considered a vagrant in w. Oregon, but there has been suspicion of breeding near the Cascade crest, especially in the southwest. This summer two were near Central Park, Jackson, where they now seem to be regular, and one with a brood patch was banded near Grants Pass, Josephine (D Vroman); two more were at Trailbridge Res , Linn, 14 June (RG), and one near Astoria 9 June was on the outer coast where casual (MP). A Clay-colored Sparrow at N. Spit, Coos Bay, 9-11 June was likely a very late spring migrant (DL); the only other report was of four singing males at the traditional Spokane colony 17 June (EH). A Black-chinned Sparrow near Markam, Clackamas, 12 June was Oregon's 7th record and the first away from Klamath and Jackson (SR, D. Philpot, T. Janzen). A Black-throated Sparrow at Woodway, Snohomish, WA, 5 June was left over from this spring's remarkable invasion to the Westside (G. Toffic); the only reports from e. Washington's small and fluctuating population came from near Wapato, Yakima, 19 June (AS) and near Vantage, Kittitas, 16 June (EH). A Grasshopper Sparrow at Trailbridge Res. 14 June was away from the few known nesting locations for this species in w. Oregon (RG). A Golden-crowned Sparrow at Vantage, Klickitat, WA, 3 June provided a very rare summer record and was likely part of the late spring migration (TA), but one at Gearheart, Clatsop, 20 July defies explanation and was probably Oregon's first for July (T. Thornton). A Harris's Sparrow near Dot, Klickitat, WA, 2 June was likely also a very late migrant and was almost unprecedented for June in the Region (SJ). Lapland Longspurs are rare spring transients on the Westside, with only a few records as late as mid-May; one at Ten Miles Beach, Lincoln, 1 June (RB) and another at Yaquina Bay, OR, 3 June were unprecedented (D. Copeland).
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[bookmark: _GoBack]A few Great-tailed Grackles continue to be seen in s.e. Oregon, with singles near Ontario, Malheur, 6 June (R. L. Rowland) and at Malheur throughout the summer (m.ob.). Last summer, Washington's first Tricolored Blackbirds were found near Wilson Cr., Grant; this summer, two pairs were present there 18 June (EH). A Com. Grackle reported from Page Springs, Harney, 28 June will be about the 22nd for Oregon if accepted by the O.R.B.C. (S. Nemetz). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were nesting at 5 locales on Ft. Lewis, Pierce/Thurston, WA (SA), one of the few w. Washington locations with annual breeding. Washington's 3rd Hooded Oriole was at Joyce, Clallam, 17-21 July (†BN). A few White-winged Crossbills were found this summer, including one at Mt. Dickerman, Snohomish, WA, 11 July (K. Knittle) and about 20 near Sherman Pass, Ferry, WA, 20-21 July (BTw).

Contributors (subregional editors In boldface): Jim Acton, Sam Agnew, Tom Aversa, Range Bayer (Lincoln), Bob Boekelheide, Kathleen Castelein, Alan Contreras, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Colin Dillingham, Dennis Duffy, Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan, Randy Hill, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston, Craig Kemper, David Lauten, Gerard Lillie, Roy Lowe, Maitreya (M), Tam & Allison Mickel (Lane), Steve Mlodinow, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Bob Norton (n. Olympic Peninsula), Mike Patterson, Phil Pickering, Dennis Rockwell, Tim Rodenkirk, Russell Rogers (Washington), Skip Russell, Fred Sears, Tom Snetsinger, Kevin Spencer (e. Oregon), Andy Stepnewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Bill Tice (BTi), Bill Tweit (BTw), Terry J. Wahl (TJW), Terry R. Wahl (TRW), Jan Wiggers, Bob Woodley, Tim Wootton (TiW).

Place names that are frequently mentioned, but very long, may be abbreviated in a form such as "C.B.B.T." or "W.P.B.O.” Such local abbreviations will be explained in a key at the beginning of the particular regional report in which they are used. In most regions, place names given in italic type are counties. Standard abbreviations that are used throughout North American Birds are keyed on page 358.
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