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BILL TVIEIT AND JEFF GILLMAN
Although the oceanographers insisted that the 1997 El Niño conditions had not reached the Pacific Northwest by fall, the seabirds certainly acted as if it were here. 
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Numbers of Sooty Shearwater, phalaropes, jaegers, Cassin's Auklet, and Tufted Puffin at sea were very low. The congregation of species that were found in unusual numbers onshore or in Puget Sound included Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, Brown Pelican, Pomarine Jaeger, Sabine's Gulls, and Elegant Tern. The wet weather continued into October, then dried considerably in November. Other than excellent numbers of Tropical Kingbird and a White-winged Crossbill invasion, there was little landbird excitement. Vagrant warblers were very scarce, and corvids staged no irruptions.

Abbreviations: O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap Co., WA); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).

LOONS THROUGH MUMS 
Many fewer than normal Pacific Loons were reported from inland locations. Reports included one at Two Rivers Park, Benton, WA, Sept. 30 (DR); one at Richland, Benton, WA, Oct. 14 (BW); one on Alkali L., Grant, WA, Oct. 21 (DBe); one at Roslyn L., Clackamas, OR, in mid-October (TJ); one on Silver L, Spokane, WA, Oct. 24-26 (JA); one at John Day Dam Nov. 5-9 (PaSu); and one at Bend, OR, Nov. 11 (TC). At least six Yellow-billed Loons were reported, a slightly above- average fall total: an early one at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, Sept. 8 (TB); an adult near Protection I., Jefferson, WA, Oct. 26 (RS, ph.); an adult at Pt. Roberts, Whatcom, WA, Oct. 27 (fide RR); an immature at Olympia, WA, Nov. 10 through the period (BT, m.ob.); an adult at Kalaloch, Jefferson, WA, Nov. 9 (fide BN); and one at Brookings, OR, Nov. 19 (DM). Unusually high numbers of Red-necked Grebes were found on inland waters: one at Diamond L., Douglas, OR, Aug. 25 (KG); one at Two Rivers Park, Benton, WA, Sept. 30 (DR); one to two at Forest Grove, Washington, OR, Oct. 10—Nov. 2 (m.ob.); two at Roslyn L., OR, Oct. 11-12 (SD); two at Vancouver, WA, Oct. 11 (WC); one at Monmouth, Polk, OR, Oct. 12 (R. Gerig); one at W.W.R.D. Oct. 18 onward (M & MLD, m.ob.); one at Two Rivers Park, WA, Oct. 24-29 (DR); one at Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Nov. 9 (WC); one at John Day Dam Nov. 9 (PaSu); and one at Philomath, OR, Nov. 15 (AF). Clark's Grebe reports included an adult and two immatures at Fern Ridge Res. Sept. 11 (S. Maulding), indicating successful nesting there, and 6 other sightings on the westside from Oct. 17 on. Black-footed Albatrosses were among the tubenose species found in normal numbers on pelagic trips; high counts were 35 off Coos Bay, OR, Sept. 13 (PaSu) and 385 off Westport, WA, Aug 9 (TW). No Laysan Albatrosses were reported this fall. Northern Fulmars were also fairly numerous, averaging about 500 per trip off Westport with high counts of 1,019 off Westport Sept. 7 (TW) and 650 off Coos Bay Sept. 13 (PaSu). A Mottled Petrel found freshly dead at Pacific City, Tillamook, OR, Oct. 22 (D. Pitkin) furnished an unexpected fall record. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers were also near normal, averaging 180 per trip off Westport, with a peak of 757 Aug. 29 (TW). Flesh-footed Shearwaters were scarce: three were off Depoe Bay, OR, Oct. 18 (m.ob.), and two were off Westport Aug. 29 (TW). Buller's Shearwater numbers were not overwhelming, with peak counts of 442 off Depoe Bay, OR, Oct. 18 (GGi, MH) and 203 off Westport Sept. 6 (TW), averaging less than 50 per trip off Westport. Sooty Shearwater numbers improved slightly from the record low numbers of last fall, but were still far below the long-term average. Westport pelagic trip totals averaged 850, with a peak of 1714 Sept. 8 (TW). Oregon peak counts were 672 off Depoe Bay Oct. 18 (GGi, MH) and 1,000 off Boiler Bay Oct. 26 (D. Eshbuagh). Only one appeared in Puget Sound, at P.N.P. Oct. 15 (VN). The only Short-tailed Shearwater reports were one at S.J.C.R. Oct. 12 (MP) and one off Westport Sept. 6 (TW). In offshore waters, Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels appeared in moderate numbers: 31 off Tillamook Bay, OR, Aug. 30 (MH, GGi), and an average of almost 140 per trip off Westport in August, with a peak of 202 Aug. 29 (TW). The usual handful of fall Leach's Storm-Petrel reports included 16 off Westport, WA, Aug. 2 (TW); one off Tillamook, OR, Aug. 23 (GGi, MH); one from shore at Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, Aug. 28 (S. Hootman); two from shore at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR, Nov. 20 (AC); and one inside Puget Sound at Edmonds Nov. 20 (TP).
Sight reports of an ad. Brown Booby 
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SA - Extraordinary numbers of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels appeared in Puget Sound, where the species is normally accidental. There is no word of any previous incursion of this magnitude. Birds were first noted on Oct. 11, when Nelson recorded over 80 flying by P.N.P. at one time, with hundreds estimated going past during the day, and 22 were off Edmonds (SM). The next day a maximum of 60 was counted at P.N.P. during one 5-minute period, diminishing to 15 Oct. 13, and a couple on Oct. 14. From Oct. 12—17, storm-petrels were found s, to the Tacoma Narrows and n. to Whidbey I. Peak daily totals were recorded in Puget Sound off Seattle, where 500-1,000 were reported Oct. 13—14 ( m.ob.). Even though storm-petrels had disappeared by Oct. 18, there were no reports of movements out of the Sound. Elevated numbers were present during this time period in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, as well. Two were at Neah Bay Oct. 11 (fide BN). An Oct. 12 boat survey from Dungeness to Pt. Wilson noted more than six (R. Risling), and one was seen inside Sequim Bay Oct. 14 (G. Kr-idler, fide BN).

discovered along the s. shore of Protection I., Jefferson, Oct. 18 (†VN et al.), and sporadically present through Nov. 9 (PtSu, RS), represent the first report for this species in Washington. Usual numbers of Am. White Pelicans in fall on the westside included two at Fern Ridge Res., OR, through the period (S. Johnson); seven over Bainbridge I., Kitsap, WA, Oct. 15 (fide RR); three over Blake I., Kitsap, WA, Oct. 16 (fide RR); and one at Olympia, WA, Oct. 20 (S. Richardson). Puget Sound also held record numbers of Brown Pelicans, with reports from throughout the sound. They totaled at least 90 birds in Puget Sound and 300+ along the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Reports from the extreme reaches of the Sound included eight s. of Eagle Cr. in Hood Canal Sept. 17 (T. Tynan, fide BT) and 32 in Eld Inlet, Thurston, Sept. 27 (BS). The first Puget Sound reports were four at P.N.P. Sept. 15 (VN); their numbers increased rapidly through September, remained high through Oct. 15, and dropped rapidly thereafter. Both adults and first-year birds were present in Puget Sound. The last report of numbers in the Strait of Juan de Fuca was 13 at Protection 1. Oct. 19 (BB). They were present in large numbers on the Oregon coast later than typical; 100+/day were still reported even on the n. coast at the end of the period. Extremely unusual Columbia R. reports included one at McNary Dam Oct. 13 (MD), one at John Day Dam Oct. 16 (R. Friend), and one at Portland Nov. 24 (D, Leonard). The 125 Great Egrets at Ridgefield N.W.R., WA, Aug. 18 (JE) provided an indication of the increasing numbers in the Region. Numerous Snowy Egrets were reported from coastal areas n. of their regular range: up to ten in Lincoln, OR, estuaries in August and September (DB, KM, PaSu, R. Bayer); one at Florence, OR, Aug. 21 (DH, PSh); and one at Bay Center, Pacific, WA, Sept. 28— Oct. 15 (J. Hadley, R. Robinson, B. Bell). The Cattle Egret flight was almost non-existent on the westside. One was early at Elma, Grays Harbor, WA, Sept. 17—Oct. 15 (BT, T. Schooley, m.ob.); one was at Bainbridge I., Kitsap, WA, Nov. 14 (fide RR); one was at Seattle Nov. 15 (fide RR); one was at Lincoln City, OR, Nov. 15 (DLu, D. Pederson); six were at Scappoose Bottoms, Columbia, OR, Nov. 24 (J. Morawski); and two were at Ridgefield N.W.R., WA, Nov. 26 (JE). Interior counts were substantially higher, at least 45 were reported from Nov. 6-23 at several Washington locations, including Bridgeport, Douglas; Banks L., Grant; Pullman and Dusty, both in Whitman; Stateline Rd., Walla Walla; and one Oregon location near Hermiston, Umatilla (JA, M & MLD, CC). A Whooper Swan near Airlie, Polk, Nov. 27 and beyond (L. Spring et al.) furnished the first w. Oregon report. Although west-side spring records of Ross's Goose have shown a strong increasing trend, fall records are still rare: One was at Baskett Slough N.W.R., OR, Oct. 19 (M. Kleinbaum, SD). The now resident Emperor Goose at the mouth of the Sandy R., Multnomah, OR, was present through the period. The Nov. 4 Canada Goose survey of the lower Columbia R., from Portland to Longview, found over 100,000 birds; 1,500 were the threatened "Dusky" race (JE), which is an increase over the last few years. Almost three-quarters of the total were "Cackling" Geese. Details of an eclipse male Garganey photographed at Gold L., Lane, OR, Aug. 20 (MH), and another male at W.W.R.D. Sept. 26 (MD) will be examined by state Rare Bird Committees; these are the 2nd and 3rd fail Regional reports for this species. Sea ducks in the interior included six Old- squaws, 57 Surf Scoters, 20 White-winged Scoters, and a very rare Black Scoter at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Oct. 28 (BW). The Surf Scoter tally is well above normal.

KITES THROUGH PHALAROPES 
White-tailed Kite numbers were relatively strong in w. Oregon, with small numbers scattered inland and along the coast. Seven near Airlie, Polk, Nov. 28 (BTi) represented a good concentration for that area. None was reported from w. Washington for the 2nd consecutive season. Red-shouldered Hawks continue to increase, both in numbers and in frequency in inland and coastal areas of n.w. Oregon. At least 16 were found in n.w. Oregon. Interior reports also show strong increases. In addition to the first e. Washington record, an adult at Madame Dorian Park, Walla Walla, Sept. 26—Nov. 8 (MD, †AS), singles were at Paisley, Lake, OR, Aug. 16—Sept. 2 (PaSu); near Fort Klamath, Klamath, OR, Aug. 26 (F. Toldi); at Malheur Sept. 21 and beyond (AC); and near Klamath Falls, OR, Sept. 21 (K. Spencer). The hawk watch on Chelan Ridge, Chelan, in the Washington Cascades reported "a few" Broad-winged Hawks passing from Sept. 5 to Oct. 11 (D. Rossman). This is noteworthy as there are fewer than 10 records for the state, but more significantly this may provide an indication of the route of the birds observed annually in California. A small number of Gyrfalcon reports cited two on the westside, including an Oregon bird at Netarts Bay Nov. 28 (B. Stark), and two in the interior. American Golden-Plover reports from the westside totaled 140+, primarily from w. Washington. Singles at Auburn, WA, Nov. 2 (PtSu, RS) and Coos Bay, OR, Nov. 4 (DLa, KC) were very late. Five were reported from e. Washington (BW, JA, DR). The Pacific Golden-Plover tally was smaller, about 70. Peak counts included 18 at O.S. Aug. 17 (PtSu) and 12 on the Skagit flats, Skagit, WA, Oct. 12 (SM). Late reports included one at Bandon, OR, Nov. 2 (HN) and one near Elma, Grays Harbor, WA, Nov. 5 (TA). The Solitary Sandpiper tally was 45 in the interior and 13 on the west slope, an average number. An Upland Sandpiper at O.S. Sept. 6 (†SM) provided the 5th fall record in the 1990s; there were no fall records in the 1980s. Three Hudsonian Godwits were reported: an immature at W.W.R.D. Aug. 31—Sept. 6 (KK, †AS, m.ob.); one at Blaine, WA, Sept. 11-14 (PtSu); and an adult at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln, WA, Sept. 21-22 (-HA). Similarly, three Bar-tailed Godwits 
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were found: an adult at O.S. Aug. 16 (M & MLD); an adult at Blyn, Clallam, WA, Aug. 23-24 (†BN, m.ob.); and one at Bandon, OR, Aug. 25–Sept. 6 (DLa, KC, AC, RH). The number of Semipalmated Sandpiper reports, 65 from westside areas and 32 in the interior, was the highest in several years. At least 125 Pectoral Sandpiper were found on the westside and 139 in the interior, well below last year's totals. Three Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were reported: at O.S. Sept. 28 (BrL); at Mollala, Clackamas, OR, Oct. 1-2 (TJ, E. Specht); and at least one at Dungeness Oct. 4–Nov. 11 (BB, m.ob.). An imm. Curlew Sandpiper was seen at O.S. Sept. 7 (†P.W. Smith), furnished Washington's 6th record and the first of a juvenile. A total of 43 Stilt Sandpipers on the westside and 27 in the interior was somewhat above average. A small flight of Buff-breasted Sandpiper amounted to three at O.S. Aug. 13-30 (TA, m.ob.) and 12 in Oregon, including one near Florence Aug. 18 (AC, RH); two near the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, Aug. 27–Sept. 13 (AC); two at New River, Coos, Aug. 28 (DLa, KC); one at Yaquina Bay Aug. 29 (KG); one at Ona Beach, Lincoln, Aug. 30 (R. Krabbe); four at the n. spit of Coos Bay Sept. 7 (GL, JG); and one at Tillamook Sept. 12-13 (R. Smith, M. A. Sohlstrom). The total of 7 Ruff reports was about average; up to two were at O.S. Aug 23–Sept. 2 (BrL, m.ob.); one was at the n. spit of Coos Bay, OR, Aug. 24–Sept. 7 (R. Maertz, JG, GL); up to two were at Bandon, OR, Aug. 28 (DH, PaSu); one was at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor, WA, Sept. 19 (AS); and one was at W.W.R.D. Oct. 1 (M & MLD). For the 8th consecutive year, low numbers of both species of phalaropes were recorded off Westport. The peak count of Red-necked was 244 Aug. 29, and only 18 Reds were found in total on all trips (TW). The count of 3,000 Red-necked Phalarope at P.N.P. Sept. 11 (VN) indicated Puget Sound numbers were still good, and one Red-necked remained there as late as Nov. 20 (†VN). A few Red Phalaropes appeared inland, included two in the interior in September, 12 in Puget Sound areas primarily in October, and six in the Willamette Valley in November.

JAEGERS THROUGH OWLS
Season totals of 27 Pomarine, eight Parasitic, and only two Long-tailed jaegers off Westport (TW) were very low. Above-average numbers of Pomarine Jaegers in Puget Sound included an adult at Possession Bar, Snohomish, Sept. 24 (BT), and immatures at P.N.P. Oct. 15 (VN) and Protection I. Oct. 24 (fide BN). A Pomarine inland on the Columbia R. at McNary Dam Sept. 28 (PaSu) was very rare. No Parasitic Jaegers were reported from the interior, and the Puget Sound peak count was only 17 at P.N.P. Sept. 15 (VN). Two Long-tailed Jaegers were seen from shore, adding to the very small totals on the ocean: one at Pt. Roberts, WA, Sept. 20 (SM) and one late at S.J.C.R. Oct. 5 (MP). South Polar Skuas totaled only six on 10 pelagic trips, probably the lowest fall total ever. The total of 18 reports of Franklin's Gull from Puget Sound was higher than last fall's total, but still below average. Western Oregon had five; two of those were very late dates. Singles were at Bandon Nov. 9 (TJW, JG) and at Coos Bay Nov. 28 (J. Cornelius). Two Little Gulls were reported from Puget Sound: an adult off Seattle Oct. 26 (S. Downes) and a 2nd-year bird at Rosario Head, Skagit, Oct. 18-26 (DBe, SM). The summer movement of Heermann's Gull was impressive, and so were the fall counts: 2,000 at Whidbey I., WA, Aug. 3 (SM); 914 at Westport, WA, Aug. 2 (TW); 700 at Everett, WA, Sept. 16 (SM); 550 at P.N.P. Oct. 15 (VN); and 530 at Port Townsend Aug. 19 (G. Kridler). Heermann's Gulls are very rare away from salt water; a surprising number appeared on freshwater in Oregon: one at Portland Sept. 29 (R. Korpi); two at Sheridan, Yamhill, Oct. 11; one at Forest Grove, Washington, Oct. 12-13 (DLu); and two at Roslyn L., Clackamas, Oct. 12 (SD). A W. Gull on the Columbia R. at Bridgeport, WA, Oct. 21 (D. Stephens) was very far upriver. Only one Glaucous Gull was reported, near Corvallis, OR, Nov. 25 (AF). A surprising number of Sabine's Gull were seen from shore and found inland, a relief as the pelagic counts were very poor. They averaged 20 per trip off Westport, with a peak of 70 Aug. 29 (TW). Numbers in the interior totaled about 20, probably a record total. At least seven were on the Columbia R. between W.W.R.D. and the Yakima R. delta Sept. 1–Oct. 10 (BW, m.ob.); one was at Taft Miller Res., Harney, OR, Sept. 3 (H. Miller); up to four were at Sprague L., Adams, WA, Sept. 6-7 (JA); up to three were on the Priest Rapids stretch of the Columbia R. Sept. 7-28 (AS, M & MLD, m.ob.); two were on Pend Oreille L., WA, Sept. 19 (fide RR); one was at Clarkston, Asotin, WA, Sept. 21 (MK); and two were at Malheur Sept. 19-20 (AC). Puget Sound held at least six from Sept. 9 (VN) to Oct. 14 (DBe). Six more were in the Willamette Valley Oct 6-20 (FS, PaSu, AF). On the outer coast, there were more observations from shore than normal: 29 were at Boiler Bay, OR, Sept. 17 (AC) and many were at S.J.C.R. in early October (MP). Elegant Tern numbers on the outer coast and in Puget Sound remained high through the middle of August, when they abruptly disappeared. About 100 were on the s.w. Washington coast through Aug 23 (BrL; PtSu, M & MLD). Reports from the eastern Strait of Juan de Fuca totaled 23 from Aug. 17 to Sept. 18 (BN, m.ob.). There were no reports from further inside Puget Sound. Oregon coastal numbers were much larger. Counts included 74 at Seaside, Lincoln, Aug. 3 (S. Orlowski) and 175 there Aug. 26 (D. Robberson); 50 at Coos Bay Aug. 14 (DLa, KC); 350 at the Rogue R mouth, Curry, Aug. 20-22 (DM, CD), declining to three Sept. 13 (B. Kruse); and 300 at Gold Beach, Curry, Aug. 26 (AC, DLa) and 150 in Curry Sept. 8 (DM). Arctic Tern numbers averaged 10 per trip off Westport, WA, with a peak of 53 Aug. 23 (TW). There were 16 onshore sightings from the west-side and one highly unusual interior record at Black Butte Ranch, Deschutes, OR, Aug 8 (TC). This pattern was similar to the Sabine's Gull pattern—below average offshore counts and above average onshore appearances. There were 7 westside reports of Forster's Tern, a very large fall total for this eastside species, but only one westside report of Black Tern, a pair at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, WA, Sept. 17 (BT). Following a breeding season marked by high mortality, Com. Murres averaged 200+ per trip off Westport, with a peak of 754 Aug. 9, dropping rapidly after that (TW). These counts are similar to recent years' fall counts, but are much lower than those of a decade ago. They moved rapidly into Puget Sound, as evidenced by counts of 550 at P.N.P. Aug. 21 (VN) and 300 at Edmonds, Snohomish, Aug. 25 (TP). The count of 56 Marbled Murrelets at Seal Rocks, Lincoln, Sept. 28 was a high fall count for that location (KM). Pairs of Xantus's Murrelet found 22 mi off the Lincoln coast (R. Lowe) Sept. 4 (scrippsi race) and off Westport, WA, Sept. 6 (TW) provided the 3rd consecutive fall records for the Region. Only ten Cassin's Auklets were found on 7 trips off Westport, until Sept. 20 when a count of 256 indicated the northern populations had arrived (TW). These appear to be record low numbers. Similarly, no Tufted Puffin were found in 8 trips off Westport 
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(TW). A Horned Puffin at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, Sept. 10 (C. Benesh) furnished the 2nd Oregon report for this year. No Snowy Owls were reported, which is remarkable following the strong invasion of last winter. Previous invasions have usually had an "echo flight." Two Burrowing Owls near Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, Oct. 18 (TJW) were unusual on the outer coast. Great Gray Owls were reported from Sunriver, Deschutes, OR, Nov. 29 (D. Hale) and Loon L., Stevens, WA, Nov. 15 (G. Marshall). The only Boreal Owl report was from a traditional area near Tollgate, Umatilla, OR, Oct. 10 (PaSu).

SWIFTS THROUGH FINCHES
Black Swifts are rare in Oregon in migration a maximum of 15 at Cape Blanco Sept 15-18 (TJW) and one late at Eugene Oct 11 (JG). Oregon's now annual appearance of Costa's Hummingbird was one at Grants Pass Sept. 20-27 (D. Vroman, PaSu). Black Phoebes continue their northward push, especially along the Oregon coast. They are now regular to Coos Bay. Farther north, singles were at Creswell, Lane, OR, Nov 3 (S. Nelson), and Astoria, OR, Nov. 9 (MP). Another Black Phoebe was at Washougal, Clark, Nov. 20+ (WC, m.ob.), for Washington's 3rd record. Say's Phoebes were well scattered over w. Oregon with 9 records from Sept. 15 on; only one was in w Washington at P.N.P. Aug. 8 (VN). An Ash-throated Flycatcher at S.J.C.R. Sept. 13 (MP) was a rare fall vagrant. The total of 11 Tropical Kingbird reports in Oregon is almost a 50% increase in the number of records for the state. All the records were coastal, as usual: up to three were near Cape Blanco Oct. 14-17 (TJW, DM, J. Rogers, B. Stewart); one-two were at Coos Bay Nov. 1 on (T. Rodenkirk, DLa„ KC), two were at Netarts Bay Oct. 26 (C. Roberts); one was at Siletz, Lincoln, Nov. 9 (B Miller); and one was at S.J.C.R. Nov. 1 (S. Nimetz). Two were reported from Washington: one near South Bend, Pacific, Oct. 20 (†H. Gilmore) and one near Sequim Oct. 22 (TA). Oregon also had a record three Scissor-tailed Flycatcher reports: an immature at Beaver Cr., Lincoln, Sept. 25 (L. Osis, G. Houser), an immature at Cascade Head, Lincoln, Sept. 27 (F. Manning), and one at Coos Bay Nov. 4 (DLa, KC et al.). The first 2 reports may be of the same individual. At least 25 Bank Swallows were reported from the westside Aug. 12-Sept. 8, all but two from w. Washington. This number is well above average. An impressive roost of Barn Swallows was located near Salem, OR, Sept. 20-21 (FS); up to 500,000 were present. Only 6 reports of Blue Jays were received, indicating a low year: one at Conway, Skagit, WA, Oct. 13 (G. Bletsch); one at Walla Walla, WA, Oct. 19 (M & MLD); two at Spokane, WA, Oct. 30 on (JA); one at Baker, OR, Oct. 31 (R. Alanko); one at Bend, OR, Nov. 12 (fide TC); and one at Langlois, Curry, OR, Nov. 14 (TJW). Bewick's Wren sightings of three at Spokane Aug. 21 (JA) and one at Sprague L., Adams, WA, Sept. 18 (PtSu) are part of their continuing range expansion. Extralimital Blue-gray Gnatcatchers included one at Malheur Sept. 19 (M. Smith, fide AC); one at Richland Nov. 4 (T. Greager) for the first e. Washington record; and one at Hunter Cr., OR, Nov. 14 for the 2nd Curry record (GS). Eight N. Mockingbirds were reported, somewhat above average. Two were in the interior and six were on the westside. The Sage Thrasher photographed near Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, Nov. 7 (TJW) was a late date for this coastal vagrant. A sight record of an imm. Yellow Wagtail at the mouth of the Siltcoos R., Lane, Aug. 31 (HH, RH) will provide the first Oregon record, if accepted by the O.B.R.C. A Magnolia Warbler at Summer L., Lake, OR, Oct. 24 (C. Miller) was one of only two vagrant warblers found this fall. Black-throated Gray Warblers were late at Portland Nov. 13 (JG), and in Josephine, OR, Nov. 14 (fide E. Pugh). Oregon held the usual scattered coastal Palm Warbler records in ones and twos in October and November, and four were reported from Washington. The earliest reports were one at Hurricane Ridge, Clallam, WA, Sept. 25 (TA), one at O.S. Sept. 27 (TB), and two at Tillamook, OR, Sept. 28 (A. Hagen). The peak count was five near Langlois, Curry, OR, Oct. 29 (TJW). A Blackpoll Warbler at Bend, OR, Oct. 24 (TC) was the other vagrant warbler noted this fall. The Black-and-white Warbler at Malheur Sept. 10 (D. Evered) was the only report of this rare migrant. Two ad. Am. Redstarts were found feeding two young at County line ponds, Skagit, Sept. 11 (B. Kuntz), for one of few documented breeding records in w. Washington. There were 2 reports of Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a rare annual migrant in Oregon; an imm. male at Catlow Valley, Harney, OR, Sept. 27 (JJ, DB) and a male at Hunter Cr., Curry, Nov. 14 (GS). An Indigo Bunting at Fields, Harney, Oct. 14 (M, TM, J. Carlson) was the only report of this rare migrant. The Green-tailed Towhee at Upper Marilyn L., OR, Sept. 20 was one of few records for Lane (PSh). American Tree Sparrows are casual on the westside s. of Seattle: singles were at Salem, OR, Nov. 21 on (SD) and near Port Orford, Curry, OR, Nov. 20 (C. Rogers). Clay-colored Sparrows were found at Dayton, Yamhill, OR, Sept. 12 (PaSu) and at Salem Nov. 25 (R. Freeman, D. Wendt); they are rare but annual in fall A group of five Black-throated Sparrows at Wapato, Yakima, Aug. 2 included three young (AS); Washington breeding records are still noteworthy. Three Lark Sparrows were found in western Oregon where they are accidental: one at Dayton, Yamhill, Sept. 5 (T. Love), one at Florence Sept. 20 (M. LaFaive), and one at Nehalem Meadows, Tillamook, Oct. 5 (R. Freeman). Smaller numbers of Swamp Sparrow were reported in w. Oregon than in some recent years, about four, and they were unreported from Washington for the first time since the fall of 1989. Eleven reports of Harris's Sparrow—all from November, except one early at Creswell, Lane, OR, Oct. 11 (S. Nelson)—was a relatively low number. Some very large counts of Lapland Longspur on the outer coast included 115 at S.J.C.R. Oct. 10 (HN); 400 on Sunset Beach, Clatsop, OR, Oct. 11 (S. Moritz); 300 at O.S. Oct. 11 (M. Carmody); and 45 at Newport, OR, Oct. 12 (AC, DFa). Smaller numbers were reported elsewhere on the coast and in the Puget Trough and Willamette Valley. The coastal counts were at least 3 times normal, as were the inland numbers. A Chestnut-collared Longspur at Everett Oct. 18 (†SM) would provide the 5th Washington record if accepted. Rusty Blackbirds were found at Wallula, WA, Nov. 24 (M & MLD) and at Attalla, Walla Walla, Nov. 26 (†DR). They have become annual in Washington in recent years. An imm. male Baltimore Oriole at Malheur Sept. 16 (JG) was the first Regional report since 1992. Red Crossbills were sparingly reported on the n. Olympic Peninsula (BN) and little remarked upon elsewhere in Washington. In Oregon, they were common in the c, and n. Cascades in August and early September, and present in the Coast Range as well (HN). The White-winged Crossbill incursion that began during the summer became very large, at least as large as the spring/summer 1992 invasion. By late August, large concentrations were in the mountains of Okanogan, WA (RR), and in the Wallowas of Oregon (D. Heath). Birds were seen w. to the Seven Lakes area of Olympic N.P. Sept. 14 (fide BN), and s. in 
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the Cascades to Gold L., Lane, OR, Aug. 20 (MH). Individuals appeared at low elevations at several locales: two at Davenport, Lincoln, WA, Aug. 17 (KK) and one at the Yakima Training Center, WA, Aug. 31 (AS). Small numbers were present into November in Washington: 60 at Mt. Spokane, Spokane, Nov. 9 (BW) and four at Mt. Rainier N.P., Pierce, Nov. 16 (BrL). Pine Siskins were generally scarce on the n. Olympic Peninsula (BN) and in most of Oregon, as were Evening Grosbeaks. A Lesser Goldfinch near Newport, OR, Aug. 11 was a rarity for that c. coastal location (DFa), and numbers of four to 16 found at Lyle and Maryhill in Klickitat in November (SM, TA) indicated the Washington population remains intact.

EXOTICS;
A Mute Swan was at Sprague L., Adams, WA, Oct. 17 (JA). A Red-breasted Goose that was first seen at Baskett Slough N.W.R. Nov. 1 was seen at other Willamette Valley locations through the end of the period (H. Brunkal, R. Guadagno). A Ruddy Shelduck was at Stevenson, Skamania, WA; Oct. 4 on (WC).
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Winter Season, 1997-98

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT and BILL TICE
Many marginal wintering species were present in fair numbers, while some of the more northern species, such as Snow Buntings, Snowy Owls, and rosy-finches, were absent. Heermann's Gulls were not only found as far north as Astoria, but staged an impressive movement north during mid-February. Unusual numbers of Northern Fulmar, Brown Pelican (continued abnormal distribution and abundance), Great Egret, and Harris's Sparrow were widely commented on. The mildness of the winter is best depicted by the lack of sub-zero temperatures at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in southeastern Oregon. Precipitation appeared relatively normal in most areas.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane Co., OR); Sauvie (Sauvie l., Columbia/Multnomah Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, WA).

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL
There were only 3 reports of Pacific Loon in inland areas away from the lower Columbia R.: one at Selmac L, Josephine, OR, Dec. 4—Feb. 9 (DM, PaSu, DV); one at Richland, Benton, WA, Dec. 12 (BW); and one at Washougal, Clark, WA, Feb. 9 (WC). The only reports of Yellow-billed Loons were singles at the mouth of the Chetco R., Curry, OR, from Nov. 19 to Dec. 5 (JR, A. Barron, C. Dillingham) and one immature at Olympia, Thurston, WA, throughout the period (BS, m.ob.). Clark's Grebe is rare, but annual, in winter. Two were at Millacoma Marsh, Coos, OR, for much of the period (TR); one was at Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Dec. 18 to Jan. 3 (PtSu, BS); one was at Skamania, Skamania, WA, Jan. 17 (WC); and one was at Olympia, Thurston, WA, Jan. 25 (BS). A dead Laysan Albatross was found near Thiel Cr. Beach, Lincoln, OR, Feb. 27 (B. & S. Loeffel) and one was seen off Depoe Bay Feb. 28 (GG). There were an unusual number of N. Fulmar reports from shore, of both live and dead birds. Live sightings included one near Coos Bay, OR, Dec. 7 (DL); one at S.J.C.R. Dec. 19 (fide MP); one at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, Dec. 20 (BT); 38 at Coos Bay Dec. 20 (fide HN); one at Tillamook Dec. 20 (fide HN); three at Port Orford, Curry, OR, Dec. 27 (JR, fide AC); and one at Neah Bay, Clallam, WA, Jan. 27 (PtSu). Beached bird counts included 19 in 4.5 mi near Thiel Cr., Lincoln, OR, in November (fide RB); 31 in 3 mi s. of Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR, Jan. 2 (AF); and three on Sunset Beach, Clatsop, OR, Jan. 18 (MP). Reports of Short-tailed Shearwater were also above average: one at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA, Dec. 16 (fide RR); two at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, Dec. 17 (VN); four at S.J.C.R. Dec. 21 (fide MP); one at Tillamook, OR, Dec. 20 (fide HN); and seven off Orford Head, Curry, OR, Feb. 14 (JG, TJW). A report of a small black-and white shearwater off Cape Blanco, Curry, Feb. 11 will be evaluated by the ORBC (JR). Reports of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel from shore included two at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, Dec. 17 (BT) and one at S.J.C.R. Dec. 21 (fide MP). Rarer than the previous species, a Leach's Storm-Petrel was at S.J.C.R. Dec. 20 (fide MP). Two Am. White Pelicans wintered at F.R.R. (m.ob.); currently they seem to be resident at this westside location. Unprecedented numbers of Brown Pelicans were reported in coastal Oregon throughout the period: 55 were at the Pistol R. mouth, Curry, Dec. 2 (DM); eight were at the Chetco R. mouth, Curry, Dec. 15 (DM); 11 were at Port Orford, Curry, Dec. 27 (JR, fide AC); three flew past Yaquina Head, Lincoln, Dec. 27 (RB); five were at Manzanita, Clatsop, Dec. 29 (B. Godfry); one was at Tierra Del Mar, Tillamook, Jan. 2 (W. Gross); three were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, Jan. 25 (AC); one was at Newport, Lincoln, Feb. 8 (J. Chard); one was at Bandon, Coos, Feb. 9 (TR); and three were off Cape Blanco, Curry, Feb. 11 (TJW, JR). Oregon had several high counts of Great Egret: 14 on Sauvie Dec. 31 (S. Powell), an amazing 63 in the Portland area Jan. 3 (fide RK), and 71 in the Coquille Valley, 
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Coos, Jan. 3 (AC). Twenty-two in Washington included two in the interior, at Walla Walla Dec. 7 (M & MLD) and at Lowden, Walla Walla, Jan. 1-4 (PtSu, M & MLD), and 20 in s.w. Washington (WC, JE, PtSu, BT). Even though the fall Cattle Egret flight was unspectacular, on the westside at least, there were an unusual number of winter reports two wintered at Hermiston, Umatilla, OR (CC, J. Stevens); one at Sauvie Dec. 1 (HN), two-three at Richland, Benton, WA, Dec 1-12 (BW); one at Silverdale, Kitsap, WA, Dec. 4 (PtSu); one at Lowden, WA, Dec 27 (M & MLD); two at Eugene, OR, Dec 31-Jan. 11 (BC); and one on Airlie Rd , Polk, OR, Jan. 5 (C. Karlen). There seem to be increasing numbers of Black-crowned Night-Herons wintering on the westside: 65 individuals were tallied, including a roost of 36 near Eugene Jan. 12 (D. DeWitt) and three on the outer coast, with one at Pony Slough, Coos, OR, Jan. 10 and two at Newport, Lincoln, OR, Jan. 17 onward (fide RB). Oregon observers continue to find Trumpeter Swans in new areas: one at Salem, Marion, Dec. 20 (fide SD); two at Cedar Canyon, Washington, Feb. 4-22 (GG, m.ob.); and one near Coquille, Coos, Feb. 24-25 (TR, B. Fawver). The first w. Oregon record of Whooper Swan remained through Dec. 1 in Polk (m.ob.). The lower Columbia survey of Tundra Swans found 1,550 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, Dec. 12 (JE). A Mute Swan wintered with Tundras near Roy, Washington, OR (HN). Winter reports of Ross's Goose are increasing simultaneously with spring reports. The total of six is a new winter record. Three were present in w. Oregon: one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, Dec. 2 (TJ) to Jan. 19; one immature at Finley N.W.R., Benton, Dec 20-Jan. 6 (AF, fide JP, BC); and one was n of Florence, Lane, Dec. 6 (B. Stotz) to Jan 22. Three in w. Washington included one at Vancouver L, Clark, Dec. 6-20 (WC, †SM), one at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Jan 8 (fide RR); and one at Keyport, Kitsap, Feb 7-23 (I. Paulsen, PtSu). The Emperor Goose residing on the lower Sandy R. seems to have taken up residence, it stayed through the period (m.ob.); an immature was near Vancouver L., WA, Jan. 17 (RK, fide HN). "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal in Washington were reported from Swantown, Island, Dec. 7 (SM); at Renton, King, Feb. 8 (fide RR); and at Bingen, Klickitat, Feb. 16 (SJ) An apparently pure Am. Black Duck at Hood River, OR, Jan. 4 and beyond (S. Russell, DBa) represented about the 10th Oregon record; origin of these is an unsettled issue, although the introduced Washington population is fast disappearing (SM, pers. comm.). Only four Eur. Wigeon were reported from the interior: one at Clarkston, Asotin, WA, Jan. 8 (fide M. Koliner); one near Baker City, OR, Jan. 9 (S. Speegle); one at Dallesport, Klickitat, WA, Jan. 28 (SJ); and one at the W.W.R.D. Feb. 20 (M & MLD). There were 53 Redheads reported from various westside locations, primarily in Oregon, for a high total. The largest group was 24 at Sally's Bend, Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR (KM). A male Tufted Duck wintered at Bingen, WA (WC, SJ). A male Tufted Duck x scaup was reported from Drano L., Skamania, WA (SJ), and another was at Everett, WA, Jan. 3 on (†SM). Up to six Oldsquaw were near W.W.R.D. Dec. 18-Jan. 7 (M & MLD); one was at Suttle L., Jefferson, OR, Jan. 1 onward (L. Rems); and one was at Summer L., Lake, OR, Dec. 23-27 (BTi, RG), an above-average number from the interior.

RAPTORS TO ALCIDS
At least 50 White-tailed Kites were found, all but one in Oregon. Counties with multiple counts included Coos with 13, Polk with 10 (TJ), Lane with nine (LM, m.ob.), Douglas with eight (fide RM), and Josephine with seven (DV). The Washington report was at Raymond, Pacific, Feb. 13 (PtSu). Red-shouldered Hawks put on another excellent showing at the n. edge of their usual range, with reports from 14 of 19 counties in w. Oregon, totaling 42+ birds, plus one in w. Washington at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, all winter (WC). In the interior, one was at W. Richland, Benton, Jan. 31-Feb. 11 (T. Greager, BW) for the 2nd e. Washington record. At least 10 harlanii Red-tailed Hawks were reported, all from w. Washington and n.w. Oregon; this may be somewhat above-normal numbers for this race. Golden Eagle reports are increasing in winter on the westside: three were found in w. Washington and 12+ were found in w. Oregon. Most were found in the Puget Trough/Willamette Valley, but four were from the coast, where very rare. For the 4th consecutive winter, the number of Gyrfalcon reports was in the double digits. There appeared to be four-plus in the n. Willamette Valley: one in Benton/Linn Dec. 6-23 (AF), one on Sauvie Jan. 17 (fide HN), one along Livermore Rd. Feb. 8-11 (PaSu) for the third Polk record, and one at Finley N.W.R., Benton, Feb. 21 (P1Su). Western Washington had five-plus birds, and e. Washington had six Winter numbers of Prairie Falcon are also on the increase on the westside: about six were reported from the Willamette Valley and three were reported from w. Washington, including one at Nisqually N.W.R. Jan. 8, for the 2nd Thurston record (S. Nord), and two in Skagit (TA, BN, SM). Three Lesser Yellowlegs were reported: one on Coos Bay, OR, Dec. 20 (fide HN); one near Astoria, OR, Dec. 21 (fide MP); and one at the Humptulips R. mouth, Grays Harbor, WA, Feb. 11-23 (TA). A Wandering Tattler at Newport, OR, Feb. 1 (KM), a Red Knot at Yachats, Lincoln, OR, Feb. 12 (S. Lockyear), and a Long-billed Dowitcher at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Dec. 17 (BW) were also rare in winter at those locations. Small numbers of Red Phalarope appeared onshore in December and again after a storm February 6-7. December reports totaled 20; the largest number was eight at Westport, WA, Dec. 17 (BT). Two at E.E. Wilson W.M.A., Benton, OR, Dec. 1 (AF) and two in Corvallis Dec. 23 (fide JP) were the only inland reports, After the Feb. 6-7 storm, Oregon coastal areas had 40+ birds; the largest concentration was 20 at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Feb. 9 (C. & J. Chard). Four were reported from Washington, all from Grays Harbor Feb. 13-23 (G. & W. Hoge, TA, PtSu, BW). The usual handful of winter Jaeger reports totaled four, all off the Oregon coast and three of those in February (GG, AC). A Little Gull wintered at American L., Pierce, WA, for the lath consecutive year (PtSu). The most striking aspect of the winter was the number of Heermann's Gulls along the outer coast. There were many reports of 1st-year, 2nd-year, and ad. birds along the entire coast throughout the winter. They were most numerous in Curry and Coos, the southernmost counties (DM, DL, KC, TJW, TR), as indicated by counts of 40 at Port Orford Feb. 15 (JG, TJW) and 35-40 (including 20 adults) in Brookings Feb. 12 (DM). Farther north along the Oregon coast, most of the 27 individuals were seen in February. Peak counts included: five at Lincoln City Feb. 14 (SLa), six (four adults and two immatures) at Sunset Bay Feb. 14 (RM), and five at Cape Kiwanda, Tillamook, Feb. 15 (D. Bagues). Many fewer were in Washington: two-plus were in the Ocean Shores/Westport area of Grays Harbor Dec. 17 on (BT, m.ob.); one was at Sequim, Clallam, Dec. 20 (fide BN); and one was at Cape Flattery, Clallam, Feb. 15 (C. Chappell). Four reports of Mew Gull in the Washington interior were all from locales where they are regular, but still sparingly 
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distributed: Clarkston (D. Holick, KD), Ice Harbor Darn (M & MLD), Spokane (WH), and the Snake R. mouth (D. Rockwell). A Thayer's Gull at Clarkston, Asotin, WA, Jan. 18 (fide M. Koliner) was the only interior report. There were four Slaty-Backed Gull reports: two adults on Sauvie Dec. 27—Feb. 18 (JJ, m.ob.); a 3rd-winter bird was found at Westmoreland Park, Multnomah, OR, Feb. 8-18 (P. Mueller, JG); and an adult in Tacoma Jan. 3-6 (R. Sullivan, ph.). This is the highest winter total since 1992-1993. About 20 Glaucous Gull reports furnished the lowest total in 6 years, with 12 in w. Oregon, two in e. Washington, and six in w. Washington. Counts of 312 Black-legged Kittiwakes off Depoe Bay, OR, Feb. 28 (GG) and 200 at Cape Flattery, WA, Feb. 7 (fide RR) headlined a large number of reports. Other coastal reports totaled 90+ in Oregon and 50+ in Washington. Away from the outer coast, kittiwakes were at John Day Dam on the Columbia R. Jan. 16 (C. Roberts, CM), and s. of Monmouth, Polk, OR, Feb. 23-28 (BTi, m.ob.). An extremely early Caspian Tern was at Bandon, Coos, OR, Jan. 20 (A. Parker).

OWLS THROUGH TROGLODYTES
Last winter brought the largest Snowy Owl invasion in over 20 years, but there was almost no "echo" flight this winter, The total of four-plus in e. Washington, including three-plus in Lincoln (JA) and one in Grant (M & MLD), and four in w. Washington, two in Skagit (fide G. Bletsch), one in Pierce (fide RR), and one in Grays Harbor (S. Richardson), was less than 10% of last winter's numbers. In comparison, the echo flight of 1974-1975 was about 1/3 of the preceding invasion. The Burrowing Owl in Polk, OR, Dec. 10 was the only westside report, and provided the 4th county record (H. Hamman). Long-eared Owls are being reported more frequently on the westside: one was in Corvallis, OR, Dec. 23 (fide JP); one was found dead on Spencer I., Snohomish, WA, Dec. 25 (E. Deal); and one was at Lake Sammamish S.P., King, WA, Feb. 4 (fide RR). A male Costa's Hummingbird in Grant's Pass, Josephine, OR, Dec. 21 onward was said to have been around since summer (DV) and was joined by a second Feb. 22. Others were in Medford, OR, in December (fide DV) and in Portland Jan. 7 (D. Bush, fide HN). They are annual visitants in Oregon. A male Allen's Hummingbird at Harbor, Curry, OR, Jan. 27 (DM) was quite early. Two Tropical Kingbirds remained late after a large fall flight: one n. of Coos Bay, OR, Dec. 13 (TR) and one near Rocky Pt. County Park, Coos, OR, Dec. 6-13 (DL). The Black Phoebe, Washington's 3rd, at Washougal, Clark, remained through Jan. 2 (WC). Other records from n. of their range were one in Albany, Linn, OR, Dec. 3 (J. Fleischer); one in Roseburg, Douglas, OR, Dec. 20 (fide BTi); and one wintering near Creswell, Lane, OR (S. Nelson). There were 4 reports of Say's Phoebe in w. Oregon (AF, DM), about average. At least seven Barn Swallows were found, a very high winter number. Two were in Eugene, OR, Dec. 31—Jan. 4 (fide BC); three were at Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Dec. 3—Jan. 2 (SM, WC, BS); and two were in Blaine, WA, Feb. 1 (fide RR). Eight Blue Jay reports is the lowest total in 4 years: two wintered at Spokane, WA (JA); one wintered at Enterprise, Baker, OR (CC); one wintered at Bend, OR (T. Crabtree); one was in Burns, Harney, OR, Dec. 28 (B. Michalski, H. Richburg); one was at Seattle Jan. 4 (fide RR); and two were in Walla Walla, WA, Feb. 20 (M & MLD).

THRUSHES THROUGH FINCHES 
Twelve reports of N. Mockingbird consisted of 10 from w. Oregon and two from w. Washington. The total is slightly above average. Two Brown Thrashers were found: one that wintered at Summer L., Lake, OR (CM, m.ob.) and one along Bond Butte Rd., Linn, OR, Feb. 28 (D. Heyerly, PSh). The typical handful of Bohemian Waxwings on the westside were 20 at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Dec. 14 (SA); one at Olympia, WA, Jan. 12 (A. Potter); and one at Minto Park, Marion, OR, Feb. 22 (L. Ashworth). Rare winter finds were Cassin's Vireos in Port Orchard, Kitsap, WA, Dec. 4 (PtSu, ph.) and in Oak Grove, Clackamas, OR, Dec. 31 (JG); the Nashville Warbler at Pony Slough, Coos, OR, Jan. 22 (TR); Black-throated Gray Warblers at Seattle Dec. 25 (fide RR) and near Pony Slough, Coos, OR, Feb. 2 (J. Thomas, fide TR); the N. Waterthrush at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Dec. 25 (†SM); and the Wilson's Warbler at Seattle Dec. 7 (P. Bartley). Ten Palm Warblers were found along the Oregon coast; seven of these were in Coos. This is an unusual number. One found inland in Eugene Jan. 17 was very rare in winter (C. Stockwell). Five Com. Yellowthroats were found on the westside (DL, KC, J. Bragg, JE), a bit on the high side. A Summer Tanager that spent most of the winter at an undisclosed Skagit location (ph, D. McNeely) represents the first Washington record. A Green-tailed Towhee at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, Dec. 7—Jan 10 (E. Deal, SM) provided the first Washington winter record in many years. American Tree Sparrows in the Willamette Valley are noteworthy; five were reported this winter (TJ, LM, SD). Wintering Chipping Sparrows are being reported from w Oregon more regularly in recent years, but a total of eight is still quite remarkable one was at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, Dec 1-2 (M. LaFaive) and again on Jan. 21 (BTi); one was in Roseburg, Douglas, Dec 21 (fide RM); one was in Corvallis, Benton, Dec. 23 (fide JP); three were in Dallas, Polk, Dec. 30 (fide RG); one was in Polk Jan 19 (TS); and one was at Ankeny N W R , Marion, Jan. 31 (JS). Completing the Spizella gang were a pair of Clay-colored Sparrows: one near Canby, Clackamas, OR, Dec 11—Jan. 27 (TJ, m.ob.) and one near Duvall, King, WA, Jan. 2-31 (E. Hunn, m.ob). The ad. Lark Sparrow wintering at Brownsville, Linn, Jan. 4 on (JS) is also highly unusual. A Sage Sparrow at the Sandy R. mouth, Multnomah, OR, Feb 15 (B. Altman, D. Van Den Broek) furnished the 3rd county record, and another at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA, Feb. 16 (D Shaw) provided the 2nd county record A Fox Sparrow of one of the reddish (eastern and northern) races was at Minto Brown and Riverfront Park, Marion, OR, Dec 7—Jan. 25 (TS, m.ob.). Swamp Sparrow numbers show extreme annual variation in the Region. The total of 13 is well below the decade average, but better than last winter. All but three of these were in w. Oregon, two of the remainder were in n. Puget Sound (SM), and one wintered at Bend, OR (J. Meredith). Fourteen reports of White-throated Sparrow from w. Washington is a bit below average, but the tally of 12 at Minto Park, Marion, OR, Feb. 7 (R. Chadwick) is evidence of a good winter in w Oregon. Harris's Sparrow numbers were the highest in a decade or so. The total of 30+ included eight in e. Oregon, seven in e Washington, 11 in w. Oregon, and four in w. Washington. Rusty Blackbirds were found at 2 Walla Walla sites: Madame Dorian S.P. Dec. 27 and Wallula Jan. 9 (M & MLD), as well as on the westside at Duvall, WA, Jan. 11-31 (fide RR). They are being found annually in recent years. White-winged Crossbill numbers remained elevated. The peak count was 300 at Havillah, Okanogan, WA, Feb 6 (PtSu). Other reports came from Mt Spokane, WA, in early February (WH, JA), Stevens Pass, Chelan/King, WA, in January 
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(J. Starfire); Moro, Sherman, OR, in December (PaSu); and Odell L, Klamath, OR, Feb. 1 (J. Harding). Pine Siskins were reported in minute numbers in most areas (BW, HN, BT). Flocks of 36 Lesser Goldfinch in Portland Jan. 3 (fide RK); nine in Salem, Marion, OR, for most of the period (AC); eight in W. Salem, Polk, OR (RG); and 13 at Lyle, Klickitat, WA, Feb. 16 (PtSu) are an indication of the strength of the population at the n. edge of their range. A Lawrence's Goldfinch at a feeder in Jacksonville, Jackson, OR, in mid-December— Feb. 1 (S. Faught) would represent the 3rd state record if accepted by the ORBC.

EXOTICS
A Ruddy Shelduck was at Stevenson, Skamania, WA, Nov. 29 (BT) to Jan. 29 (PtSu, SJ). A Red-crested Pochard was in Tacoma Dec. 20 (PtSu). A Red-breasted Goose, a Bar-headed Goose, and several Black Swans were in the Willamette Valley this winter. A Crested Caracara at Neah Bay, Clallam, Jan. 4—Feb. 1 (BN, m.ob.) inspired a great deal of debate, but the WBRC treated it as of uncertain origin. The Portland colony of Monk Parakeets had 12 birds Jan. 17 (RK).

Initialed observers, with subregional editors in boldface: Jim Acton, Scott Atkinson, Tom Aversa, Range Bayer (Lincoln), David Bailey (DBa), Wilson Cady, Kathy Castelein, Barbara Combs, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Mike and Merry Lynn Denny, Steve Dowlan, Kas Dumroese, Joe Engler, Anthony Floyd, Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Warren Hall, Tim Janzen, Stuart Johnston, Ray Korpi, Dave Lauten, Bill & Nancy LaFramboise, Gerard Lillie, Ron Maertz, Larry McQueen, Kathy Merrifield, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Steve Mlodinow, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (western Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton, Mike Patterson, Jonathon Plissner, Tim Rodenkirk, Jim Rogers, Russell Rogers (Washington), Tom Rogers, Bill Shelmerdine, Tim Shelmerdine, Paul Sherrell (PSh), Jamie Simmons, Andy Stepniewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Bill Tice (BTi), Dennis Vroman, Terry J. Wahl, Bob Woodley.

Spring Migration, 1998

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND GERARD UWE
The weather this spring was dominated by El Niño conditions. Much of March and early April ran five—seven degrees colder than normal and was very wet. In mid-April, a warming trend occurred, and by the end of April, temperatures reached 90° F. in the northern Willamette Valley and 80° in Seattle and Spokane. May was much wetter than normal in Spokane. Malheur Lake's water level rose 2 inches between March 1 and May 31, of which 1.3 inches arrived in the last three weeks of May, flooding roads and nests. Offshore, the sea surface temperatures continued to be elevated. It was a memorable spring for vagrants. The Bristle-thighed Curlew invasion made everything else seem mundane, but numbers of many of the more regular vagrants were well above average and there were a few extremely rare spring vagrants like Eastern Wood-Pewee and Black-throated Blue Warbler. The westside received quite a few "spillover" species from the interior: Wilson's Phalarope, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, and Lark Sparrow are prime examples.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane Co., OR); Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap Co., WA); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).

LOONS TO FALCONS
A basic-plumaged Arctic Loon was at Newport, Lincoln, May 16-26 (SR, †JG, m.ob.); this would constitute Oregon's first record. The movement of Pacific Loons along the coast was quite heavy mid-April—mid-May (m.ob.). Spring inland records are unusual: singles were at Fern-hills, Washington, OR, Mar. 1 (E. Knight); Vernita, Benton/Grant, WA, Mar. 7 (BW); Malheur Apr. 24 (M); and Priest Rapids, Yakima, WA, May 9 (M & MLD). There were 5 reports of Yellow-billed Loon in w. Oregon and Washington. Westside Clark's Grebe included one at Tokeland, Pacific, WA, Mar. 26 (G & WHo); one at Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Apr. 7 (WC); one at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, OR, Apr. 26 (PaSu); one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR, May 1 (BTi); two at F.R.R. May 3-9 (DH); and one in Coos Bay, Coos, OR, throughout the period (TR). Black-footed Albatross were in high numbers with 218 off Depoe Bay, Lincoln, Apr. 3-4 (GG, Mhu), and 359 off Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, May 2 (TRW). The frequency of Laysan Albatross reports continues to increase: one was off Westport Mar. 7 (TRW) and one or more was 37 mi w. of Depoe Bay, Lincoln, Apr. 3 (GG, MHu). A Murphy's Petrel beyond the Continental Shelf edge off Westport May 2 (†TRW) furnished the first Washington spring record since 1992. A Flesh-footed Shearwater was off Westport May 2 (TRW). Counts of 624 Sooty Shearwaters off Westport May 2 (TRW) and 109 off Depoe Bay, OR, Apr. 3-4 (GG, MHu) were low. The 238 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off Depoe Bay Apr. 3 provided a high one-day total for Oregon. The Westport peak count was 107 May 2 (TRW). Eight inside Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR, May 21 (JG) was unusual. The 275
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Leach's Storm-Petrel off Westport May 2 was indicative of the magnitude of the northward passage beyond the shelf edge (TRW). There were an unusual number of Am. White Pelican on the westside, including 2 rare coastal reports: two at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 18 onward (m.ob.) and five at Tillamook Bay, OR, Apr. 30 (I'D. Brown Pelicans seem to show up earlier each year. March records are particularly unexpected, with 5 reports. Up to six were found at coastal locations in April (MP, BW, BT). There was a heavy movement along the Curry coast in early May (DL, KC), and they were common along the coast n. to O.S. afterwards (m.ob.). The Regional Great Egret population is increasing. This spring provided the first westside breeding reports: 12+ nests at the rookery at Simpson Park, Coos, OR (TR), and a pair nesting in the Great Blue Heron rookery at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, Apr. 10 (fide JE). Other westside reports totaled about 35 individuals. A Cattle Egret near Banks, Washington, OR, May 23 (GG) was one of few spring records. Black-crowned Night-Herons are very unusual in spring on the westside: two immatures were at Newport, Lincoln, OR, Mar. 2 (PaSu) and one was there May 21 (J. Lundsten); one was at Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Mar. 6 (WC); several were flying along the coast near Brookings, Curry, OR, Apr. 14 (DM), and two were at Brookings Apr. 25 (PaSu). The flock of 11 White-faced Ibis near the Astoria Airport, OR, May 5 (MP) provided the 2nd Clatsop record. An imm. Trumpeter Swan at F.R.R. May 2 (JC, SG) was far south and late. Seventeen Ross's Goose reports away from their regular range in s.e. Oregon was only half that of last spring, but still above the long-term average. Eastern Washington had 14. Two "Atlantic" Brant were on Padilla Bay, Skagit, WA, Apr. 5 and May 9 (SM). Three Eur. Green-winged Teal and two intergrades were reported, all from w. Washington, Mar. 7-Apr. 30 (PtSu, SM, TA). The interior count of 12 Eur. Wigeon was typical. Two Tufted Ducks and a Tufted Duck x scaup sp. were found. The male that wintered at Bingen, Klickitat, WA, was seen through Mar. 10 (WC) and a female was at Burlington, Skagit, WA, Mar. 8-Apr. 8 (m.ob.). The hybrid was at Everett, Snohomish, WA, May 1 (SM). Harlequin Ducks in potential breeding areas in the Oregon Cascades included a male on the N. Umpqua R., Douglas, Apr. 13 (RM); a pair on the Santiam R. at Fisherman's Bend, Linn/Marion, Apr. 19 (SD); and a pair along the upper McKenzie R., Lane, Apr. 20-May 4 (JC, DH). White-tailed Kite reports improved from last spring's low number. Western Oregon had at least 10, including two courting along the Rogue R., Curry, Apr. 26 (PaSu). Three were found in w. Washington: one in Boistfort, Lewis, Apr. 30 (A. Potter) and two at Glacial Heritage Park, Thurston, Apr. 22 onward (BS, RR, m.ob.). The Red-shouldered Hawk that wintered at W. Richland, Benton, WA, was last seen Mar. 22 (PtSu). A nest was found at Whitehorse Park, near Grants Pass, Josephine, OR, Mar. 25 (DV); there are few breeding records for the state. A Swainson's Hawk, rare on the westside, was reported from the coastal hawk watch at Mt. Bohokus, Clallam, WA, Apr. 30 (fide BN). The Peregrine Falcon pair that bred at Spokane, WA, last year returned to their aerie by Apr. 3 (JA). Three Gyrfalcons were reported in early March, with two from w. Oregon where they are irregular (H. Brunkel, K & J Rodecap),
Virginia Rails have a reputation for appearing almost anywhere in the Pacific Northwest, but a nest with 3 just-hatched chicks in a tiny, virtually dry sedge marsh on an offshore island, Tatoosh I., Gilliam, WA, Apr. 28 (T. Wootton, C. Pfister) was remarkable.

CHARADRIIFORMES
Observers continue to find golden-plover identification difficult, even in spring, and several observers cautioned that the relative status of the 2 species in spring is still poorly known. Thirteen individuals of both species is an above-average tally. Birds identified as American included singles at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA, Apr. 21 (PtSu); Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, May 1 (PtSu); O.S. May 6 (TA); at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, OR, May 14 (SG); S.J.C.R. May 18 (T. Bickler); and Bandon, Coos, OR, May 20-23 (TR, †DL). Birds identified as Pacific, all in Oregon, included one near Dayton, Yamhill, Apr. 17 (FS); one at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, May 2 (†R. Krabbe, †D. Helzer); one at Pony Slough, Coos, May 4 (B. Fawver), and two there May 21 (TR); and two at Bandon May 11 (TR). The apparent Pacific in the Willamette Valley near Dayton was extremely unusual inland, if correctly identified. A peak count of 1323 Semipalmated Plover along Clatsop Beach, Clatsop, May 3 (MP) was very high for Oregon. The breeding range of Black-necked Stilt in e. Washington continues to expand. A few Am. Avocet appeared on the westside. The 70+ Lesser Yellowlegs reports was above average for this scarce spring migrant. Singles were early Apr. 5 at Brownsville, Linn, OR, (MKi) and Coupeville, Island, WA (SM). Unusually high counts were 30 at New R., Coos, OR, Apr. 22 (TR) and ten at Ebey I., Snohomish, WA, Apr. 26 (SM). Solitary Sandpiper numbers were also above average. Western Oregon had nine, w. Washington had 20+, and e. Washington had five. One at E. E. Wilson S.W.A., Benton, OR, Apr. 10 (D. Budeau) was the earliest. A female Bar-tailed Godwit at O.S. May 27 (fide BS) provided about the 5th Washington spring report. Marbled Godwits are uncommon spring migrants in coastal Oregon; over 40 were reported (m.ob.). They are more common in coastal Washington, where the peak count was 450 at O.S. Apr. 22 (PtSu). One near Creswell, Lane, May 24 (SN) was very unusual inland in the Willamette Valley. Six Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported, about average. Four Baird's Sandpiper reports were a bit above normal. Two Pectoral Sandpiper reports furnished a typical spring number. The Wilson's Phalarope numbers on the westside were impressive; an unusual number appeared at the end of May. In Oregon, nesting was suspected at Baskett Slough

[bookmark: _GoBack]SA – Since the Bristle-thighed Curlew was discussed in detail in FN 52:2, we will confine ourselves to the records that appear adequately documented. All records were coastal, within sound of the surf and, except for the Tatoosh I. birds, were on sand, The first was at Floras L., New River, Coos, OR, May 6 (†DL, KC). Then a pair circled observers at O.S. May 8 (†H. Opperman, †B. Sundstrom). On May 9, Nehls found two at S.J.C.R., and that pair, plus another seen occasionally, remained through May 21. Another appeared at O.S. May 12-14 (P.W. Smith, ph. PtSu). One appeared at Yaquina Bay. Lincoln, OR, May 163-14 (†RI: et al.), Tatoosh I., Clallam, WA had two birds, one seen May 13-15 and a wing of another salvaged May 14 (†R. Paine, T. Wootton, * to Burke Museum, University of WA). Westport, WA, had one May 18 (G. Revelas, †BT, BL). One was at Bandon Marsh, Coos, OR, May 19-23 S. Brown). The last discovery was two more at O.S. May 20-24 (ph. D. Paulson et al.). Our tally is 14 birds, and we heard of reports of seven others. Oh my!
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N.W.R., Polk (BTi). Even more were present in w. Washington, including an amazing 34 in w. Snohomish May 30 (SM), undoubtedly the highest ever one-day count in w. Washington. Pomarine Jaeger numbers off Westport were very poor, only four in 3 trips (TRW). A Long-tailed Jaeger off Westport May 2 (TRW, BL) provided the 2nd consecutive spring report. Franklin's Gulls are very rare on the westside in spring, and included up to three at Yaquina Bay, OR, May 19 onward (C. Gates, RRb, JS, JJ, AMc); one at P.N.P. May 24 (VN); one at Everett, Snohomish, WA, May 30 (TP, SM); and five at Silvana, Snohomish, WA, May 30 (SM). Three were reported from e. Washington (M. & MLD, fide RR). An ad. Little Gull was intermittently present at P.N.P. Mar. 9—Apr. 12 (VN), and perhaps the same bird was reported at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA, Mar. 22 (TP). Point No Point hosted a Com. Black-headed Gull Mar. 8 & 17 (VN). The numbers of Heerman's Gulls were quite unusual; particularly anomalous were the counts in March, when they are normally absent, including 14 at Bandon, OR (TR); seven at Westport Mar. 7 (TRW); and one at Port Townsend, Jefferson, WA, Mar. 17 (G. & WHo). They do not usually arrive until late May or later, but Heerman's were regular along the entire coast by early May (m.ob.). The only interior Mew Gull was at W.W.R.D. Mar. 6 (M. & MLD) and the only interior Thayer's Gulls were two at Wallula, Walla Walla, WA, Mar. 1 (PtSu). Western Gulls are still notable in the interior, with one at Richland, Benton, WA, Mar. 1 (PtSu) and five at Wallula Mar. 1 (PtSu). Glaucous Gulls numbered nine from w. Oregon, four from e. Washington, and four from w. Washington, about average. Black-legged Kittiwakes were reported frequently from the coast through March (m.ob.), as exemplified by good numbers off Westport (144 and 44, respectively) on the two March pelagic trips (TRW). Rare inland from the outer coast, singles were near Monmouth, Polk, OR, Mar. 3 (AF); at F.R.R. Mar. 4 (Dbr); at Ft. Ebey, Island, WA, Mar. 8 (SM); and at P.N.P. Mar. 17 (VN). A Red-legged Kittiwake off Westport Mar. 21 (†BL) furnished about the 4th Washington report. Forster's Terns are very rare in spring e. of the Cascades: singles were at F.R.R. Apr. 18 (AF) and Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA, May 30 (SM). Black Terns are less rare spring vagrants to the westside, indeed, small numbers nest at F.R.R.; singles were at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR, May 2 (P. Berg-Rempel); Renton, King, WA, May 18 (RR); P.N.P. May 24 (VN); and at Snohomish, WA, May 30 (SM, TP). Two were at Fernhill Wetlands, Washington, OR, May 31 (SR). High counts of Marbled Murrelet included 175 at P.N.P. Mar. 18 (VN) and 60 at Bandon OR, May 9 (TR). Cassin's Auklet numbers offshore remained very low; only five were found in 3 trips off Westport (TRW). Tufted Puffin numbers were even worse, with none found in 3 trips (TRW). Two Cassin's Auklets off Edmonds, Snohomish, WA, Apr. 11 (TP) furnished an unusual spring record for Puget Sound. Two Horned Puffins were observed 80-100 mi off the Lincoln coast Apr. 3 (GG, MHu), the 2nd consecutive year far off the Oregon coast.

PIGEONS THROUGH MIMIDS
A White-winged Dove at Malheur May 12 (DE, LM, m.ob.) was about the 4th for Oregon. In Washington's Skagit, Snowy Owls at Edison Mar. 9 (SM), Samish Flats Mar. 19 (TA), and Watson Lakes Apr. 27 (fide G. Bletsch) were unusual, since few were reported during winter. A Great Gray Owl heard calling in the Oregon Coast Range w. of Triangle L., Lane, Mar. 8 (TM) and again May 12 (MKi) would provide the first breeding record for the Coast Range. The ad. Long-eared Owl with three fledglings at Glacial Heritage Park May 26 (RR) represented a first Thurston breeding record and only the 4th recent breeding record from w. Washington. Black Swifts are normally unreported in spring migration away from breeding areas: 50 were near Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, May 13 (TJW); two at Lacamas Prairie, Clark, WA, May 13 (RR); four at Sand L., Tillamook, OR, May 16 (JG); and three at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, OR, May 16 (J. Regali). The Costa's Hummingbird that wintered in Grants Pass, Josephine, OR, remained through most of the spring (DV). Calliope Hummingbird numbers on the westside did not match last spring's records, but were still above average. Male Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were at Fields May 24-25 (B. Wong, TJ, DB) and at Page Springs, Harney, May 24-25 (J. Meredith). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Malheur May 28-31 (C. Dunfield, TJ), where almost annual. Lewis's Woodpeckers are rare along the outer coast two were in the Coquille Valley, Coos, OR, Mar. 29 (TR). Acorn Woodpeckers have not disappeared from Washington One—two were seen near Lyle, Klickitat, Mar. 21 onward (PtSu). There were 4 reports of Red-naped Sapsucker on the westside, the normal number of overshoots. The singing male Eastern Wood-Peewee at Malheur May 28 (DE, LM, JG) provided Oregon's 2nd record. There was a good dusting of Least Flycatcher reports, all from the interior. A Dusky Flycatcher in Olympia, WA, May 20 (BS) furnished a first Thurston record, and one on Mt. Tabor, Multnomah, OR, Apr. 24 (HN) was also w of the species usual range. Black Phoebes in Eugene Apr. 2 (fide RRb) and at Creswell, Lane, OR, throughout March (DH) represented part of the species northward expansion. Four Say's Phoebes were noted on the westside, including one late on the outer coast at Coos Bay May 1 (DL, KC). However, four Ash-throated Flycatcher reports n. and w. of their usual breeding range was well above average. Western Kingbird numbers to the west and north of their usual range were also elevated. At least 27 were on the s. Oregon coast Apr. 18 onward (TJW, PaSu, DM, DL). Western Washington had 17 reports Apr. 22 onward, at least 11 of those in Clark (WC, JE) and Cowlitz (PtSu) Blue Jays lingered at Walla Walla until Mar. 2 (PtSu), at Spokane until at least Apr 23 (IA), and into May at Burns, Harney, OR (H. Richburg). A Black-capped Chickadee at American Camp, San Juan, WA, Mar 5 (SM) was outside their known breeding range. Three Bushtits at Alder Cr., Klickitat, Apr. 26 (M. & MLD) were at the e. edge of their breeding range. Only a handful of White-breasted Nuthatches are known to breed in w. Washington, making 4 reports remarkable. Canyon Wrens in Lewis, WA, Mar. 20 (PtSu) and s of Condon, Gilliam, OR, Mar. 29 (PaSu) were locally rare. The Bewick's Wren range expansion included one in Kenova, Whitman, WA, Mar. 28 (fide RR) and one singing at Spokane throughout the spring (JA) The Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Mt. Pisgah, Lane, OR, May 9 onward (JC, TM) mark another range expansion. Four Mt. Bluebirds were found in the w lowlands Mar. 28—Apr. 25. Townsend's Solitaire counts in the w. lowlands was above average with a total of 20. The N Mockingbird tally was 10, equally divided between e, and w. Oregon. A Sage Thrasher s. of Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, Apr. 30—May 3 (TJW) was rare on the westside The Brown Thrasher that wintered near Brownsville, Linn, OR, remained until Apr 3 (B. Combs et al.)
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SHRIKES THROUGH FINCHES
Five Loggerhead Shrikes on the westside was more than normal. Observers found the highest number of vagrant warblers since 1990, with 20 individuals of 7 species, almost entirely from the interior. A male Tennessee Warbler was at Malheur May 25 (TJ, AC, JG) and one was near Gold Beach, Curry, OR, May 12 (CD). A female Black-poll Warbler was at Malheur May 28 (DE, AMc). Palm Warblers are not vagrants, but are quite rare in the spring. Singles in Oregon graced Corvallis Mar. 14 (JP); N. Bend, Coos, Mar. 18 (TR); S.J.C.R. Apr. 5 (MP); and along the Wilson R. near Tillamook Apr. 12 (JG, GL). A Black-throated Blue Warbler was at Fields May 15 (SH). Eight Black-and-white Warblers included at least four at Malheur and two at Fields May 20-25 (M, AC). The other two were at the Arid Lands Ecology Site, Benton, WA, May 3 (B. & NL) and at Northrup Canyon, Grant, WA, May 31 (fide RR). American Redstarts were at Fields May 20 (M), Malheur May 21-22 (T. & AM), and Summer L., Lake, OR, May 25 (C. Supnet). Ovenbirds included one at Fields May 9 (M), one-two at Malheur May 20-25 (m.ob, fide CH), and one at Davenport, Lincoln, WA, May 24-27 (†JA). A male Hooded Warbler was at Page Springs, OR, May 6 (B. Comegys). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were widely reported; the total of eight is a Regional record. The Green-tailed Towhee that wintered at Skagit W.M.A., was last noted Apr. 5 (SM). Departure dates for Am. Tree Sparrows on the westside were Mar. 2 at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR (SD), and Apr. 5 at Skagit W.M.A. (SM). A count of 15 at the Arid Lands Ecology Site Mar. 22 (B. & NL) was high for that far south. Clay-colored Sparrow numbers were impressive, with five in Washington. A Brewer's Sparrow was at Detroit Flats, Marion, OR, Apr. 18 (SD). Three "Timberline" Brewer's Sparrows were reported on the Yakima Training Center, WA, May 9 (M. & MLD). A two-year study of Willamette Valley grassland birds found that Vesper Sparrows have found a niche in Christmas tree farms, as well as lightly grazed pastures with scattered shrubs (B. Altman). The Puget Trough/Willamette Valley breeding populations have suffered considerable habitat loss, so this is a positive finding. More Lark Sparrows than normal were found in w. Oregon, away from their Rogue and Umpqua valley breeding areas. No Black-throated Sparrows were reported, demonstrating the tremendous annual variability in abundance displayed by this species. A "Rusty" Fox Sparrow was reported from near Coburg, Lane, OR, Mar. 1—Apr. 3 (RRb). A "Slate-colored" Fox Sparrow at Fort Casey S.P., Island, WA, May 2 (SM) was an unusual westside migrant. Very late White-throated Sparrows were at Seattle May 29 (M. Dossett) and at Summer L., Lake, OR, May 30 (CM). Washington had 13 Harris's Sparrow reports, following good winter numbers. Several remained very late: in N. Portland May 15 (T. Clark), one at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA, May 17 (BT), and one at Malheur May 17 (DB). An ad. female Bobolink at P.N.P. May 28 (E. Kridler) may furnish the first spring record for w. Washington. The Tricolored Blackbird colony in N. Portland consisted of four males and three females Apr. 18 (DB). Several Yellow-headed Blackbirds at a marsh near Ferndale, WA, May 2 started the 2nd colony in Whatcom (FSe, fide TRW). Great-tailed Grackles appeared again in Harney. Another in Klamath Falls, Klamath, May 20 onward (fide K. Sands) furnished the first record away from Harney in several years. The Com. Grackle in Coulee City, Grant, WA, May 21 (ph., J. Converse, fide D. Paulson) provided about the 6th Washington record. A male Com. Grackle was in Fields May 5 (M), with a pair present 3 days later (M). Hooded Orioles are rare, but regular, in w. Oregon: one was in Port Orford, Curry, May 8 (NW); one at Hunter Cr., Curry, May 21 (G. Sevey); and a male was near Harrisburg, Linn, Apr. 23-24 (K. Morrison et al). Red Crossbills were sparingly reported, with a high 125 in Okanogan, WA, Mar. 7 (SM). The remnants of the winter's White-winged Crossbill flocks were 25 on Mt. Hood Mar. 4 (J. Henning), 82 in Okanogan, WA, Mar. 7 (SM), and two at Stevens Pass, WA, Apr. 26 (fide RR). Aside from a few large counts in early March, Pine Siskins were sparsely reported Region wide (BW, HN, GL, BT, TRW). Lesser Goldfinches were reported from 4 Klickitat locations (M & MLD, PtSu). An adult was feeding a fledgling at Locke L. May 31, for one of few Washington breeding records (WC). Evening Grosbeaks customarily appear in the w. lowlands in large numbers in the spring, but few large flocks were noted (HN, BT, GL, TRW).

EXOTICS
A Eur. Collared-Dove which did not exhibit any feather or bare part wear visited a feeder in s.e. Portland in mid to late May (JG, GL). If accepted by the O.B.R.C., this would provide Oregon's first record.
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The Nesting Season, 1998

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND BILL TICE
It was quite a summer, with lots of rarities and some valuable discoveries from Breeding Bird Atlas work in southeastern Oregon. More than average numbers of winter ducks over-summered, and western Oregon had an unusual number of uncommon waterfowl breeding. For most of June, temperatures were below average and succeeded the month of May that seemed continuously overcast. In the interior, July had above-average temperatures, with some in triple digits. Malheur Lake's water level continued to rise, for a total of 7.8 inches during June, peaking at a depth of 6.25 feet in early July, and then dropped 4.2 inches during the remainder of July. Sea surface temperatures remained above the long-term average, but were dropping by late summer as the El Niño event waned.

Abbreviations: Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR) Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR).

LOOMS THROUGH RAPTORS - A Yellow-billed Loon was at Swantown, Island, WA July 5-19 (SM), the 3rd consecutive summer on the w. shoreline of Whidbey I. The Arctic Loon found in May at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR, was last seen June 7 (D. Bailey). The 22 pairs of Eared Grebe at Copeland Res., OR, June 30 (M. & MLD) represent the largest known breeding colony in Malheur. Non-breeding Clark's Grebes were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR, through June 4 (BTi) and at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR, June 14 (KM). They nested again with W. Grebes on Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR (fide TM), and new breeding records from e. Oregon were noted at Copeland Res., Malheur, June 30 (M. & MLD), and at Greaser L., Lake, July 12 (RG). Five Laysan Albatross reports from Washington were our 2nd-highest summer total: singles off Ozette, Clallam, June 27 (BL); off LaPush, Clallam June 28 (BL); off Queets, Jefferson, June 30 (BTw); and two off Westport July 11 (TRW). Northern Fulmar numbers were quite low off Oregon, about 20 per trip (GG). Larger numbers were found off Washington in late July, with a count of 1346 July 25 (BTw). A Flesh-footed Shearwater off Copalis, Grays Harbor, WA, July 3 (BTw, BB) was the only report. A surprising cluster of June reports of Buller's Shearwater included three off Oregon June 10 (GG) and 15 off the Olympic Pen. June 26-28 (BL). Sooty Shearwater numbers were relatively low until late July when 30,000 were seen from shore at Willapa Bay, Pacific, WA, July 29 (TA). One Short-tailed Shearwater off Westport July 11 (TRW) was unusual. Two Manx Shearwaters were found in Washington, continuing their startling incursion into the n.e. Pacific: one off Toleak Pt., Jefferson, June 30 (†BTw, †BB) and one off Westport July 25 (†BTw). A Leach's Storm-Petrel seen on Siuslaw Bay, Lane, OR, June 22 (DP) was an unusual onshore report for c. Oregon. Six Am. White Pelicans at Seattle June 12 (P. Couzens) were locally rare, and the pair at Grays Harbor, WA, remained through the summer (BW, m.ob.). Following the strong spring movement of Brown Pelicans, a count of 425 at Tokeland, Pacific, WA, July 18 (SM) indicated above-average numbers along the outer coast. Surveys of seabird colonies off Oregon found that Pelagic Cormorants started nesting late and in low numbers. Brandt's and Double-crested cormorant numbers were down significantly and in some colonies there were no nestings (RL, U.S.F.W.S.). Up to 60 pairs of Great Egrets nested at 2 Coos locations (TR, AC); contra the spring report, the species had bred previously in Coos. This year's numbers represent an increase in breeders. Other indicators of the increasing Regional population were reports from Spokane, WA, June 3 (JA) and Clark, WA, July 16 (TA). There were 4 reports of Green Heron from e. Oregon, where the species is rare. There seems to be a gradual, but steady, increase in westside numbers of Black-crowned Night-Herons, where they are not known to breed. Fourteen included a count of 11 immatures at Aloha, Washington, OR, June 16-18 (M. Turbush, fide HN). The White-faced Ibis at Monroe, Snohomish, WA, June 7-9 (†SM, DD) furnished the first summer report from w. Washington. A pair of Trumpeter Swans at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR, July 16 onward (RG, BTi) was unexpected. A possible nesting pair in e. Crook, OR, June 13 (C. Gates) was also intriguing, as the only known Oregon breeders are the introduced population at Malheur. The Tundra Swan at Stanwood, Snohomish, WA, June 4 was out of season (TA). The intermediate morph Snow Goose remained at Everett, WA, throughout the summer (SM). Brant were noted in unusual numbers into June. There were five reports of breeding Green-winged Teal, scarce on the westside. Very large west-side counts of Blue-winged Teal in early June included 46 at Stanwood, Snohomish, WA, June 4 (TA); and 52 at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR, June 17 (JL). Very rare breeders in w. Oregon, N. Shoveler broods were noted at 4 locations. Redhead are uncommon on the westside at any season, but a pair at Cannon Beach, Clatsop, OR, June 15 (JG) and one at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, June 9 (TA) represented very surprising summer records. Two broods of Ring-necked Duck on the N. Spit of Coos Bay July 24 & 26 (TR) provided a rare coastal breeding record. Several Greater Scaup summered at Malheur (RH, HN). Coastal Oregon held several unusual summering divers: Black Scoters at New R. June 5 (TR) 
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and at Heceta Head, Lane, June 22 (RRb); an Oldsquaw at S.J.C.R. July 22 (MP); and a Com. Goldeneye on Yaquina Bay July 19-31 (KM, BTi). Equally unusual were several summering Red-breasted Mergansers in the interior: one at Umatilla N.W.R., Benton, WA, June 23 (BW) and at Cultus L., Deschutes, OR, July 2 (FI). A White-tailed Kite nest along the lower L. Nestucca R., Tillamook, OR, June 18 (F. Schrock) was one of few documented along the outer coast. In Washington, kites were found at 3 locations: at Boistfort, Lewis, June 5 (BTw); at Glacial Heritage Park, Thurston, June 20 (SM), and two at LeBam, Pacific, July 25 (fide RR). Red-shouldered Hawks were at 2 Lane, OR, locations where birds have summered for the past 2 years. They are not yet known to breed in the s. Willamette valley. The Rough-legged Hawk near Millican, Deschutes, OR, in late June and again July 27 (S. Nelson) was unusual for summering. Golden Eagles w. of Veneta, Lane, OR, June 24 (F. Chancey) and at Tillamook July 27 (JG) were noteworthy. Two Merlins on the s. Oregon coast, in Curry June 24 (TJW) and Coos Bay July 19 (DL) were both unseasonal. On the eastside, a Merlin apparently on territory at Potamus Pt., Morrow, July 10-11 (M & MLD) was remarkable.

PLOVERS THROUGH ALCIDS - A Pacific Golden-Plover at the New R., Coos, OR, June 12 (DL) was late; the first southbound migrant was at S.J.C.R. July 12 (MP). A Black-bellied Plover on upper Crab Cr., Grant, WA, July 23 (TA) provided an early interior date. The Oregon coastal survey of Snowy Plovers took a dive this year, 63 adults were found (O.D.F.W., M. Stern), 20 fewer than the 2 previous summers. In Washington, four were at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, July 5 (BL). There were immense counts of Semipalmated Plover in mid-July: 1,530 at O.S. July 18 (SM) and 1,500 at Midway Beach, Grays Harbor, WA, July 21 (RR). An Am. Avocet at Fernhill Wetlands, OR, June 1 (HN, PaSu) was the last of the spring overshoots. Virtually all Lesser Yellowlegs reports were from the interior: nine in e. Oregon, 21 in e. Washington, and one in w. Washington. Single Solitary Sandpipers were in e. (SM) and w. Washington (TA). A Bar-tailed Godwit at Tokeland, Pacific, July 11 onward (†PL) furnished Washington's earliest summer record. The Semipalmated Sandpiper tally was average to below: 39 in w. Washington, one in e. Oregon, and 10 in e. Washington. Fourteen Pectoral Sandpiper reports was very high Two unusually large groups accounted for most: five at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor, WA, July 21 (RR), and six at Yaquina Bay, OR, July 28 (S. & K. Sparkman). Stilt Sandpipers at O.S. June 11 (TA) and at New R., OR, June 30 (DL) were rare on the outer coast and unprecedented for June. One at Wilson Cr., Grant, WA, July 21 (MC) represented a more typical time and place. Wilson's Phalarope breeding was confirmed at Ankeny N.W.R. in July (SD) and they may have bred at Baskett Slough N.W.R. as well (RG, BTi). Red-necked Phalarope numbers were low. Two Pomarine Jaegers were found in Puget Sound, very unusual for summer: one at Edmonds June 11 (DD) and one at Cultus Bay July 5 (SM). Three South Polar Skuas off the Olympic Pen. June 26—July 3 (BL, BTw, BB) were early. The westside reports of six Franklin's Gulls included three in June (TA, DL). As heralded by the spring numbers, Heermann's Gulls appeared early in Puget Sound: 50 were at Edmonds by June 27 (DD) and 500 were at Cultus Bay July 5 (SM). Coastal numbers were high; 686 were at Westport July 11 (TRW). Summer Glaucous-winged Gull reports from the interior indicate their changing status: one at Wallula, Walla Walla, WA, June 7 (D. Rockwell) and one at Memaloose S.P., Wasco, OR, June 26 (JS). There were 10,000 pairs of Caspian Terns nesting at Rice I. in the lower Columbia R. (FIN). We believe this constitutes the largest Caspian Tern colony in the world. Over 80 Elegant Terns appeared in Oregon, primarily in Curry on the s. coast, and they did not reach Washington. The earliest reports were from June 22, when singles were at Yaquina Bay (RRb, fide TM) and Florence, Lane (DP). Numbers in Curry included 40 at the Rogue R. mouth by the end of July (CD), and 35 at Gold Beach July 9 (DM). To the north two reached Clatsop July 12 (MP). Four Arctic Terns were at their colony in Everett, WA, June 7 (C. Hill). No reports of Least Tern from Oregon were amazing, there are only 3 previous records: one seen at Harris Beach S.P., Curry, July 9 (†B. Stewart, fide DM) and one on Yaquina Bay July 26 onward (W. Hoffman, m.ob.). How long can the Oregon population of Com. Murre continue to survive without reproducing? The last year with successful reproduction was 1990! This summer, murres began abandoning nesting colonies in the first week of June, and by mid-June aerial surveys revealed some colonies completely abandoned and others in the process (RL, U.S.F.W.S.). A few colonies persisted, such as the one at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, and some murre chicks were produced, but they were scarce. Of 1,400 murres counted off Westport, WA, July 25, only three were chicks (TRW). On the positive side, there has been very little mortality of adult birds, unlike the previous 2 years (RL). A Xantus’ Murrelet was found dead on the N. Spit of Coos Bay June 26 (DL); there are less than 15 records for Oregon. A goodly sprinkling of Ancient Murrelet records included one at Heceta Head, OR, June 22 (RRb); two at Yachats, Lincoln, OR, June 28 (KM); two off Destruction I., Jefferson, WA, June 30 (BTw, BB); and one off Grays Harbor, WA, July 4 (BTw). We continue to bemoan the dearth of Cassin's Auklets: only two were found on 2 trips off Westport in July (TRW). Nine were reported from shore. Tufted Puffin numbers are also poor, but four seen off Westport July 25 (TRW) were more than were seen in all of 1997.

DOVES TO MIMIDS - A Band-tailed Pigeon at Frenchglen, Harney, June 28 was rare for s.e. Oregon (SD) At least two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were in Harney: one or more at Malheur June 1—July 20 (m.ob.) and one at Fields June 26 (M). A juv. Barred Owl found dead July 9 in Clatsop, OR, may provide the first conclusive evidence of breeding in that county (MP). An Anna's Hummingbird was in Spokane July 20 (W. Hall). Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were found at 2 Malheur locations during BBA work: one male and two females at Twelve Mile Cr. June 19 and three males in Fish Cr. Canyon on Mahogany Mt July 2 (M. & MLD). One—two Acorn Woodpeckers were reported from the Lyle area, Klickitat June 6 (BL) and July 18 (SM), their only known location in Washington Sapsuckers in the wrong place included a Red-naped at Joyce, Clallam, WA, July 4 (BN), and Red-breasteds near Morgan Butte, Lake, OR, June 1 (JS), at Lakeview, Lake, OR, June 14-28 (FI), and at Prairie Farm Spring, Jefferson, OR, June 21 (PaSu). A Red-naped x Red-breasted Sapsucker was also at Lakeview June 14 (FI). Least Flycatcher reports totaled 9, the 3rd highest summer total in this decade Most were in the interior. The only westside record was a male at Weir Prairie, WA, June 8-13 (BTw) for a first Thurston record Three territorial Dusky Flycatchers were on Mt. Bolivar, OR, July 13, their only known breeding location in Coos (S. Brown) A Black Phoebe feeding an immature at Albany, Linn, OR, July 10-19 (MP, RRb) furnished likely the most northerly nesting to
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date The Eastern Phoebe at Malheur May 31—June 13 (PaSu, m.ob.) provided Oregon's 3rd record. A Say's Phoebe on the coast at the N. Spit of Coos Bay June 2 (DL) was well w. of normal breeding range. A Tropical Kingbird at Cape Blanco, Curry, OR, July 26—Aug. 8 (ph., †TJW) was heard calling and was well described. This may be the only July record for the Pacific coast (Mlodinow 1998, FN 52: 6-11); the only August record was T. m. obscurus. Up to 20 W Kingbirds still on the outer coast at the Elk R. mouth, Curry, OR, June 1 (TJW) were quite surprising, although spring numbers were elevated. To the north, one at Everett June 3 (T. Peterson) and two at Steigerwald Lake N.W.R, Clark, WA, June 4 (W. Cady) were also remnants of the spring incursion. Bank Swallows are generally regarded as an interior species in the Region, but they do nest on the westside, including s. coastal Oregon, where a large colony was found at Nesika Beach, Curry (J. Rogers, N. Wander, fide CD) 28 mi. n. of the known Chetco R. colony. A census of Purple Martins in Oregon found a total of 781 pairs, all w. of the Cascades (fide E. Horvath). Most were in the Portland area (299 pairs). In Washington, they are restricted to the Puget Trough, so coastal records at 3 locations were of note. A Clark's Nutcracker on the outer coast at Westport July 26 (MC) was at an odd spot for a montane species. The Canyon Wren in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness, Curry, OR, July 7 (M. Stevens) furnished the 3rd Coos record. A pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers on Mt. Pisgah, Lane, through the summer (BC) were at the n. limit of their breeding range, and a pair 10 mi n.e. of McDermitt, Malheur, OR, June 21 (RH) were at the e. limit. The Gray Catbird at Willow Cr., near Brogan, OR, June 24 (PaSu) provided the first Malheur record since 1910. Seven N. Mockingbirds were found, four in the interior.

VIREOS THROUGH FINCHES - A Bell's Vireo at Fields June 6 (M, SD, PaSu) represented the 2nd Oregon record. Plumbeous Vireos were reported from Fields June 1 (M) and Klamath Marsh N.W.R., Klamath, June 19 (JG). There were 4 reports of Red-eyed Vireo from s.e. Oregon two from Harney and two from Klamath On the westside, one—two at Luckiamute Landing, OR, June 13-29 (BTi, RG) furnished a Polk first. Atlas work in Malheur found several notable range extensions. Nashville Warblers were not known to breed in s.e. Oregon, but 2 or more pairs were in upper Two Mile Cr. July 4 (M. & MLD), and one was in Brogan Canyon June 28 (AC). Even more exciting was the discovery of Virginia's Warblers, changing their status in Oregon from casual visitant to local breeder. All were located in isolated dense curlleaf mountain-mahogany groves: two males and one female were nine mi n.e. of McDermitt June 18 (RH, CM, SD), with one male through June 27; two or more pairs near Twin Buttes June 19-20 (M & MLD); and one male in upper Two Mile Cr. July 4 (M & MLD). It was the best spring/summer ever for vagrant warblers, with another 20 individuals added to the spring tally of 20. Virtually all were found in s.e. Oregon. Two Tennessee Warblers included one at Malheur June 6 (AC, HN, PaSu) and one at Fields June 7 (HN). Three Chestnut-sided Warblers included a female at Malheur June 13-23 (DE, mob.), one at the Arid Lands Ecology Site, Benton, WA, June 27 (fide, N. & BL), and one male at Rockport, Skagit, WA, June 12 (†SJ). A Magnolia Warbler was banded at Malheur June 2-3 (DE, L. Messick, m.ob.) and a Blackburnian Warbler was photographed at Fields June 16-17 (M, M & MLD). The Palm Warbler at Malheur June 1 (DE, CH, m.ob.) was probably the latest ever for the Region. Seven Black-and white Warblers were in Harney June 1-7 (m.ob.); a male at Klamath R. Canyon, OR, June 14 (KS); a female at Basque, OR, June 20 (RH) for the first Malheur record; and a male at Rockport, Skagit, WA, June 22 (†SJ). A female Am. Redstart was at Basque June 23 (RH) and one came aboard a ship 30 mi w. of Queets, Jefferson, WA, June 30 (BTw, BB). At least five Am. Redstarts were at upper Skagit R. valley locations June 8-22 (W. Weber, PtSu, SJ); breeding was only recently documented there. Several N. Waterthrushes were singing in Mule Prairie, Lane (fide TM). Yellow-breasted Chats were found at 3 w. Washington sites. Ten more Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were added to the spring total of eight, all but two in Oregon. The 2 Washington records were a male in Seattle May 31 (†G. Eddy) and one in Northrup Canyon, Grant, June 7-11 (D. Mann, JA). Following last summer's first breeding record of Blue Grosbeak, a female was near Brogan, Malheur, OR, June 28 (RH), upstream from last year's breeding. An Indigo Bunting, an annual Oregon vagrant, was near the Applegate R. in Josephine, OR, July 13 (†DV). The California Towhee at Mt. Pisgah July 15 furnished the most n. Oregon record (†D. Wendt, D. Rosenthal) and the first Lane record. Clay-colored Sparrows were more widely distributed than ever. A Lark Bunting on the 13th Division Prairie, Ft. Lewis, Pierce, July 18-19 (†RR) furnished about the 10th Washington record. The only Black-throated Sparrow reports were of a handful in Malheur, found during BBA work (M. & MLD). The male Grasshopper Sparrow at Weir Prairie, Thurston, June 27—July 9 (ED, m.ob.) provided the first w. Washington record. The discovery of a Tricolored Blackbird colony of at least 30 birds, near Soap Lake, Grant, July 5 onward (D. Beaudette, m.ob.), extends the species known breeding range n. by about 120 mi. This is the first Washington record. Yellow-headed Blackbirds are local breeders on the westside; this summer 3+ pairs nested at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR (BTi, RG), and a juvenile was at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR, July 23 (JL). Red Crossbills seemed numerous on the outer coast, in the Oregon Coast range (TM), and on Whidbey I., WA (SM). The only White-winged Crossbill report was from Freezeout Ridge, Okanogan, WA, June 27 (SM). Pine Siskins were common on Steens Mt., Harney, OR, June 22-23 (RH) and on Whidbey I. in July (SM).
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