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Autumn Migration, 1996

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND JEFF GILLIGAN
No region has ever before reported four species of albatross in one season; and that distinction was only part of the outstanding pelagic records this fall from off the Oregon coast. The continuing decline of alcid and Sooty Shearwater numbers tempered the appearance of the rarities however. Initial survey work by AS in the Cold Creek drainage, on the Yakima Training Center, at the west edge of the Columbia Basin produced some very large counts of passerine migrants and some raptors. It fueled speculation about the importance of the west leg of the Columbia River as a migratory corridor; we hope that the surveys will continue.
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We wish to acknowledge our continuing debt to Harry Nehls, former regional editor and still the indefatigable compiler for much of Oregon. When we receive Harry's summary, our report is often half written for us. Thanks very much Harry and we hope to rely on you for innumerable seasons to come!

Abbreviations: P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).

LOONS TO DUCKS
Pacific Loon reports in the interior included six along the Columbia R., 15 on Oregon lakes on the e. slope and in the Cascades, and four on Washington low elevation lakes. Three Yellow-billed Loon reports included early sightings of an immature Aug. 8 at the Lyre R. mouth, Clallam, WA (BN) and one Sept. 26 at Salt Cr. Park, Clallam, WA (D. MacRae), and a more normally timed sighting Nov. 14 at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, OR (F. Bowen). Eight Clark's Grebes were reported from the interior, the latest reports were from the Columbia R. at Vantage, Kittitas, WA Oct. 11 (PtSu) and at John Day Dam Oct. 27 (HN). On the westside, the only Oregon reports were two at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, Oct. 6 (KM) and five Washington reports came from Tokeland, Pacific (PtSu), Hat I., Skagit (F. Sears), Edmonds, Snohomish (SM), and P.N.P. (VN). The Short-tailed Albatross 44 nautical mi due w. of Cape Falcon, Tillamook, OR Nov. 9 (†MF) led off the incredible albatross line-up. Black-footed Albatross counts from pelagic trips averaged 80 per trip, with a peak of 235 off Westport Aug. 3 (TW). The record numbers of Laysan Albatross found this summer continued into early August, with four off Westport Aug. 3 (TW), but then dropped to "normal" levels, with one found during September and October. Indisputably in the clean-up position was the Shy Albatross well photographed over the Heceta Banks, 30 mi off Lane on the c. Oregon coast, Oct. 5 (GG et al.). This furnishes only the 2nd Regional record; the first was a specimen collected off Washington in 1951. Northern Fulmar numbers were elevated this fall, with 5 counts >200. The Streaked Shearwater found over the Heceta Banks Sept. 13 (†MF, †R. Rowlett, G. Grace) provided the first Oregon record. 
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Two views of the Shy Albatross found over the Heceta Banks, off the Oregon coast, October 5, 1996. This bird furnished only the 2nd or 3rd record for North American waters. Photographs are by David C. Bailey. 

Counts of Pink-footed Shearwater off the central coast of Oregon were atypically high, exceeding 200 for most of the fall (GG); while the average count of 75 off Westport (TW) was more expected. A total of fifteen Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found, evenly divided between the 2 states. Peak counts of Buller's Shearwaters were 290 off Oregon Oct. 5 (GG) and 206 off Washington Sept. 23 (TW); these counts are lower than last fall's numbers but still above the recent year average. Sooty Shearwater numbers continue to fall to unthinkable lows. The peak pelagic trip count was 1,577 off Westport Sept. 8 (TW); breaking the previous lowest high count for fall of 2,250 in 1994. Even worse, the average count was less than 500/trip! An estimated 45,000 Sooty Shearwaters off Tokeland, Pacific, WA Sept. 7 (W. Smith, R. Wershler) indicated that substantial numbers could still be found onshore at times, and one off Sekiu, Clallam, WA Aug. 8 (B. Boekelheide) was unusual for the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The Wilson's Storm-Petrel about 70 mi off Nestucca Bay, OR July 24 (†MF, †R. Rowlett) would provide the 2nd Oregon record. A phenomenal concentration of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels was found over the Heceta Banks Aug. 29 (MF); 10,000-12,000 were estimated. Pelagic trip counts were more typical, averaging 60/trip. Fall records of Leach's Storm-Petrel over the shelf are unusual; one was off Depoe Bay, OR Aug. 10 (GG) and another off Westport, WA Sept. 21 (TW). Two Red-tailed Tropicbirds were seen about 250 mi off the c. Oregon coast Sept. 10, and one was near there Sept. 11 (MF); there are no Oregon records and only one Washington record, a 1941 specimen. Good numbers of Brown Pelican were along the coast; 1,100 were at S.J.C.R., Sept. 18 (RL) and 1,000 were off Otter Crest, Lincoln, OR Oct. 27 (B. Loehning). Away from the outer coast, records are still noteworthy. The most unusual was a flock of 12 flying along the Willamette R. at Portland Aug. 16 (M. Farley). At least four were found in Puget Sound: one at Tacoma, Pierce, Aug. 22—Oct. 30 (fide TB), two in Eld Inlet, Thurston, Oct. 20 (BSh), one at P.N.P., Oct. 25-27 (VN), and one at Blaine, Whatcom, Oct. 7 (PtSu). In the Strait of Juan de Fuca, three were at Salt Cr., Clallam, Oct. 5 (D. MacRae) and three were at Port Angeles, Clallam, Oct. 21 (fide BN). Excellent counts of Great Egret were recorded in the Columbia R. bottomlands: 70-100 were at Sauvie Sept. 28 (DB) and 89 were at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA Aug. 31 (JE). North of there eight were found, with the farthest north at Jensen Access, Skagit, WA Aug. 16-19 (SA). The westside Cattle Egret total of 19 was an improvement over the low numbers of the last 3 falls, with ≤four on the Samish Flats, Skagit, WA Oct. 11—Nov. 3 (PtSu, m.ob.), ≤three near Astoria, Clatsop, OR Oct. 12+ (MP), four near Skamania, Skamania, WA Oct. 17 (PtSu), one at Monroe, Snohomish, WA Oct. 24 (KK), ≤five at Florence, Lane, OR Nov. 9-10 (B. & Z. Stotz), one near Tillamook Nov. 16 (M. Hunter, J. Simmons, HH), and one at Woodland, Cowlitz, WA Nov. 24-29 (KK, JE). The number of interior reports was lower than average, with one at Burbank, Walla Walla, WA Nov. 16 (B. & NL). A dark ibis (sp.) was near Coburg, Lane, OR Nov. 9 (B. & K. Wilson) for a rare fall westside record. The peak count of Tundra Swan in the lower Columbia R. was 840 (JE). South of Puget Sound, Trumpeter Swans are still far less common than Tundras: 12 were at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA Nov. 25 QE), one was at Forest Grove, Washington, OR Oct. 29 (HN), one was at Nehalem, Tillamook, OR Oct. 30 (B. O'Brien) and two were at Arlie, Polk, OR Nov. 22 (DP). 75 Gr. White-fronted Goose at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA Sept. 17 were noted as "tule geese," two were radio-collared (JE). Higher-than-expected numbers of the unusual geese were reported, including single blue-morph Snow Geese at Stanwood, Snohomish, WA Oct. 19 (SM) and at Everett, Snohomish, WA Nov. 23 (SM); imm. Ross' Geese at Woodland, Cowlitz, WA Nov. 11-24 (PtSu, KK), near Pacific 
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City, Tillamook, OR Nov. 5+ (JL et al.), and near Clatskanie, Columbia, OR Nov. 28 (HN); and two Emperor Goose, with the Troutdale, Multnomah, OR, bird that has been resident since for a year (fide HN) and one at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Oct. 16-18 (PtSu). Some 63,500 Canada Geese were counted in the Lower Columbia Nov. 4 (JE), apparently 2/3 of those were "Cackling" Geese. The peak count of "Dusky" Canada Geese was 900 in the Columbia R. bottomlands Nov. 5 (JE), indicating continuing depressed status for this beautiful race. Early Eur. Wigeon were at Crockett L., Island, WA Sept. 16 (SM) and at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Sept. 29 (KM). Only two were reported from the interior: at Two Rivers Park, Benton, WA (DR) and at Spearfish Park, Klickitat, WA (SM). A female Tufted Duck was at Portland Oct. 26 (R. Korpi et al.) and a male was on the Columbia R. at Bingen, Klickitat, WA Nov. 8-24 (S. Johnston et al.); often they are unreported in fall. Twenty Oldsquaws, a distinguished number, were reported from the interior: four from e. Oregon and sixteen from e. Washington, with a peak count of nine at Coulee L, Grant, Nov. 2-3 (W. Hall, JA). A huge gathering of scoters was seen from the air off Seaside, Clatsop, OR Sept. 18, most of the 30,000 birds were Surf Scoters (RL). Other notable high counts were 5,000-6,000 Surf Scoters at Oak Harbor, Island, WA Aug. 12 (RR), >8,000 Surf and White-winged (2:1 ratio) at Sea Lion Caves, Lincoln, OR Oct. 6 (AC), and 3,000 White-winged at Penn Cove, Island, WA Nov. 24 (SM). Twenty-five Surf and only six White-winged scoters were found in the interior; the Surf numbers were above average and the White-winged were below. Finally, 13 Red-breasted Mergansers reported from the interior was normal.

KITES TO PHALOROPES
White-tailed Kites were not reported from any new areas, and only singles were reported n. of s.w. Oregon and inland from the Oregon coast: at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor, WA Aug. 3 (fide D. Beatty), at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR Aug. 18 (S. Maulding), at Sauvie Sept. 3 (R Wright), at LeBam, Pacific, WA Sept. 29 (fide TB), at Cathlamet, Wahkiakum, WA Oct. 20 (KK), at Kreger L., Pierce, WA Nov. 17 (B. Labar), and in Polk, OR Nov. 28 (SD, DP, DK). Red-shouldered Hawks continue to increase as a fall visitant in w. Oregon. They are now regular in the Coquille Valley. The farthest north coastal report was at Pacific City, Tillamook, Nov. 17 (SD) and the farthest north in the Willamette Valley was at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, and Sept. 10—Oct. 19 (BTi, SD). Singles near Detroit, Marion, Aug. 28+ (JL, et al.), at Lost R., Klamath, Sept. 26 (KS), and near Rocky Pt., Klamath, Sept. 21 (fide KS) were in areas where the species is unusual. A Broad-winged Hawk over Bonney Butte, Hood River, OR Sept. 10 (D. Schuetze, A. Clark, J. Hanson) provided the first fall Oregon record since 1992. A one-day migratory count of 46 Am. Kestrel from the Yakima Training Center, Yakima, WA Aug. 24 (AS) was an indication of the potential magnitude of the raptor movement along the Columbia R. Gyrfalcon reports included two from w. Washington in Clallam and Whatcom; three from e. Washington in Lincoln, Yakima, and Benton; and two from e. Oregon: in Deschutes and Wallowa. The Sandhill Crane survey of the Columbia R. bottomlands Oct. 9 revealed a total of 3,800 (HN, USFWS), almost equaling last fall's record count. Seven flying over Astoria, Clatsop, OR Sept. 24 was an unusual coastal record (A. Emlin). The 300 Black-bellied Plover at Bandon, Coos, OR Aug. 25 represented the highest number reported on the coast (R. Robb). Unusual numbers were reported from the interior: a total of 52 with a peak of 32 at the W.W.R.D., Oct. 16 (M. & MLD). A minimum of 32 Am. Golden-Plover were reported from the coast and 14 from the interior, roughly average. All of the >105 Pacific Golden-Plover reports were from the outer coast or n. Puget Sound, this is the highest fall total for this species since 1988. Counts of 350 Semi-palmated Plover at Bandon, Coos, OR, and 400 at Coos Bay, OR Aug. 31 were during the height of that species' juvenile migration (N. Lethaby, JG). Unusual numbers of Am. Avocet were found in w. Oregon: one at Creswell, Lane, Aug. 24 (D. Heyerly), one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, Aug. 27—Sept. 7 (R. Gerig, BTi et al.), three at Tillamook Aug. 18—Sept. 4 (JJ, DB et al.), one at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, Aug. 23 (R. Daly), and 20 at the mouth of the Pistol R. that provided the 2nd Curry record (F. Hummel). Solitary Sandpiper reports totaled 13 from the westside and 12 from the interior, unremarkable numbers. Two late individuals were reported at Beaverton, OR Oct. 27 (DL) and at Forest Grove, Washington, Oct. 27—Nov. 2 (DL, L. Jevning). The count of 222 Wandering Tattlers at Florence, Lane, OR Aug. 2 may represent the largest fall concentration ever reported in the Region (TJ). Hudsonian Godwits, an almost annual vagrant, were reported at S.J.C.R., Oct. 7 (G. Kleinblum) and at Blaine, Whatcom, WA Sept 27—Oct 12 (J. Bird et al., ph. J. Meche). No Bar-tailed Godwits were reported, for the first fall since 1975! Marbled Godwits, a local species in the Region, were widely distributed. The peak count was 330 at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Sept. 27 (SM), and Marbleds were reported from numerous other coastal locales: four at Blaine, Whatcom, WA Oct. 6-7 (SM, PtSu), one in Island, WA Sept. 8 (SM), 64 on Sequim Bay, Clallam, WA Oct. 23 (fide BN), 40-50 at O.S., Nov. 25 (BW), 40 at Siletz Bay, Lincoln, OR Oct. 8 (RL), 28 at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Oct. 20 (KM), and 70 at Bandon, Coos, OR Sept. 14, a very high number for coastal Oregon (T. & AM) A total of 39 Sanderling were found in the interior, with peaks of ten at Hood River, OR Sept. 2 (PaSu) and at Atkins L., Douglas, WA Sept. 8 (JA). The Semipalmated Sandpiper tally was lower than normal 39 on the westside and 12 in the interior A Baird's Sandpiper at the Yakima R. mouth; Benton, WA Nov. 9-11 (BW) was very late. Reasonable numbers of Pectoral Sandpiper were reported, ≥230 on the westside and 140 in the interior. Six reports of Sharp-tailed Sandpiper is the best total since 1991, highlighted by one in the interior at Reardan, Lincoln, WA Sept. 7-8 (†JA). The other Washington reports included two at Seattle Sept. 29 and Oct. 10 (KA), one at Lopez I., San Juan, Oct. 16-17 (PtSu), and one at Sequim, Clallam, Oct. 18-19 (B. Boekelheide. The Oregon report was at S.J.C.R., Oct. 15-20 (TJ, MP, SRu et al.). Seventeen Stilt Sandpipers were found on the westside, with the only Oregon report being one at the Rogue R. mouth, Cony, Aug. 9 (CD). Seventeen were in the interior as well, for an average Regional total Buff-breasted Sandpiper were absent again this fall, as they were in 1994. Four Ruff reports was normal: two were at O.S. August—Sept. 7 (PtSu), one adult was at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Sept. 17 (VN), and a female was at Coos Bay, Coos, OR Sept. 15 (T. & AM et al.). A Wilson's Phalarope at the Yakima R. mouth, Benton, WA Oct. 23 (BW) provided a very late date. The only large count of Red-necked Phalarope from a pelagic trip was 810 off Westport Aug. 17 (TW); all other counts were <140. Away from the ocean, numbers seemed more normal, with a peak count of 1,500 at P.N.P., Sept. 11 (VN): Red Phalarope numbers on the ocean were also very low, with a peak of 70 off Depoe Bay Aug. 31 (GG) and a total of 15 on all other trips (TW). A few Red Phalarope were found in late November onshore in Oregon: two near Falls City, Polk, Nov 19 (BTi), two at the Siuslaw
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R. mouth, Lane, Nov. 24 (PaSu), and one at Philomath, Benton, Nov. 27 (B. Thackaberry, D. MacDonald).

JAEGERS TO OWLS
Inland records of Parasitic Jaeger included one at Diamond L., Douglas, OR Aug. 24 (R Maertz), one at Sprague L., Adams, WA Aug. 24-25 (JA), one immature at Soap L., Grant, WA Aug. 27 (M. & MLD), one at W.W.R.D., Sept. 20-21 (D. Svingen), and one at Yakima R. mouth, Benton, WA Nov. 10 (B. & NL). A flock of 26 on Bellingham Bay Oct. 10 (TW) represented a very large concentration for Puget Sound. It was a very poor year for Long-tailed Jaeger on the ocean, with a total of 15 reported on 12 trips (TW, GG). Onshore, a juvenile was at Philomath, Benton, OR Aug. 25 (HH, J. Plissner) and an adult was at Bandon, Coos, OR Aug. 25 ((E. Dale, B. Kruse). South Polar Skuas were found in average or better numbers, with a total of 26 on 13 trips. The peak count was eight on Heceta Banks Oct. 5 (GG), which provided a new Oregon high count as the previous was seven. One seen in the Strait of Juan de Fuca off Ediz Hook, Clallam, Aug. 26 (RR) was a very rare onshore report. An offshore report of a juv. Laughing Gull seen over the Heceta Banks, 30 mi off the c. Oregon coast, Sept. 17 (†MF, T. Pusser, J. Peterson) provided the 2nd Oregon record, pending review by the Records Committee. Puget Sound reports of Franklin's Gull totaled only five, from P.N.P. (VN) n. to Blaine, Whatcom (SM), and w. Oregon had none. This is the lowest fall total in decades. In the interior, singles were reported from W.W.R.D., Sept. 16 (M. & MLD), Soap L., Grant, WA Sept. 15 (SM), and Boardman, Morrow, OR Aug. 16 (T. Shelmerdine). A juv. Little Gull was at Everett, Snohomish, WA Sept. 29-30 (SM), an adult was seen at both Everett and P.N.P. Oct. 12–Nov. 12 (SM, VN), and an adult was reported from along the Columbia R. at Sauvie Nov. 16 (fide HN). This species is now annual in fall on Puget Sound, but the Sauvie record was an unusual locale. An ad. Common Black-headed Gull near Grass Valley, Sherman, OR Oct 19 (†L. Rems) was a first for e. Oregon. Another adult at Everett, Snohomish, WA Sept. 30 (KA) was at the locale they frequent most in the Region. Heermann's Gulls were relative); abundant on the outer coast, as typified by a peak count of >1,500 at O.S., Aug. 18 (M. & MLD). Unusually large numbers were in Puget Sound: 200 were off, Washington Park, Skagit, Sept. 3 (SA) and 600 were off Edmonds, Snohomish, Sept 7 (SM). Interior Mew Gull reports included singles at Crow Butte S.P., Benton, WA Sept. 14 (SM), at Soap L., Grant, WA Sept. 20 (JA), at Wallula, Walla Walla, WA Nov. 2 (B. & NL), at Wenatchee, Chelan, WA Nov. 30 (J. Tangren), and s. two at Kennewick, Benton, WA Oct. 31–Nov. 11 (DR, B. & NL, BW). An ad. Thayer's Gull at Klamath Falls, Klamath, OR Nov. 16 (KS) and a first-year at Wenatchee, Chelan, WA Nov. 30 (J. Tangren) furnished the usual number of interior reports, and the only interior W. Gull report was at the Yakima R. mouth, Benton, WA Nov. 9 (BW). Glaucous Gull reports were scarce: one first-year at Kent, King, WA Nov. 22 (KA) and one near Seal Rock S.P., Lincoln, OR Nov. 24 (PaSu). Three Black-legged Kittiwakes were found away from the outer coast: a first-year at P.N.P., Oct. 25 (VN), one at Budd Inlet, Thurston, WA Nov. 13 (BSh), and a first-year at John Day Dam, Klickitat, WA Nov. 29 (SM). The peak coastal number was >300 at S.J.C.R., Sept. 22 (MP). Pelagic counts of Sabine's Gull improved from last fall's numbers, with a peak of 196 off Westport Sept. 21 (TW). A total of 12 reports away from the coast was one of the highest fall tallies ever: An adult was at Everett, Snohomish, WA Aug. 20 (KA), another at P.N.P., Aug. 29 (VN), one was at Christmas Valley, Lake, OR Sept. 8 (SD), three immatures were at the Hood R. mouth, OR Sept. 12 (DB, JJ), an immature was at Monmouth, Polk, OR Sept. 13 (BTi), an immature was at Soap L., Grant, WA Sept. 14-20 (†S. Pink, SM, JA), an adult and an immature were at Summer L., Lake, OR Sept. 16+ (D. Mehlman), one was at Wallowa L., Wallowa, OR Sept. 28-29 (E Conley), and one immature was at P.N.P., Sept. 30 (VN). The fall Elegant Tern incursion was small: five were at Coos Bay, Coos, OR Aug. 2 (TJ), two were on Marrowstone I., Jefferson, WA Aug 10-11 (†S. Terry), two were at Alsea Bay, Lincoln, OR Aug. 11 (KM), one was at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Aug. 13 (D. Copeland), one was at Florence, Lane, OR Aug. 25 (T. & AM et al.), and one was at S.J.C.R., Sept. 11 (HN). As with Sabine's Gulls, there were an unusual number of inland reports of Arctic Tern: three were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Aug. 17 (BTi), three were at Monmouth, Polk, OR Sept. 10 (D. Copeland), one was at Soap L., Grant, WA Sept. 15 (SM), ≤three were at Banks L., Grant, WA Sept. 19-21 (PtSu, KK), and two immatures were at John Day Dam, Sherman, OR on the very late date of Nov. 25 (PaSu). The offshore counts were not similar to Sabine's Gull counts—they were pathetic. A total of 14 were reported in 12 trips, with a peak of five off Westport Aug. 3 (TW). After a disastrous breeding season for Com. Murre, fall counts off Westport averaged 200 per trip, with 5 counts of <50 (TW)! As expected following a breeding failure and early northward migration, Puget Sound counts were good, e.g. >600 off Useless Bay, Island, Aug. 10 (SM). A count of 800 Marbled Murrelets from Port Angeles to Pillar Point, Clallam, Aug. 6 was extremely high for the Strait of Juan de Fuca (WDFW, fide BN). For the 2nd consecutive fall, Xantus' Murrelet were found offshore, with two off Westport Sept. 21 (TW) and several seen ≤90 mi off Oregon in late August and early September (MF). Cassin's Auklet numbers remained extremely depressed off Washington, averaging only five per trip (TW). Only .four Tufted Puffins were seen off Westport all fall (TW)! A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Elma, Grays Harbor, Aug. 3 furnished the first w. Washington report since 1979 (†B. Morse). Snowy Owls at Port Angeles, Clallam, WA Oct. 20 (fide BN) and Everett, Snohomish, WA Oct. 31 (T. Aversa) heralded the best invasion since the incredible winter of 1973-1974. By the end of November, 39 had been reported from Washington, including Pierce, Thurston, Grays Harbor, Whatcom, and Skagit. The first Oregon report was Nov. 2 at Portland and Tillamook (M. Keyser, B. Dorman, R. Klein), and by the end of November 11 birds had been reported from Coos, Benton, Marion, Multnomah, Clatsop, and Tillamook. None were reported from the eastside. There were two w. Oregon reports of Burrowing Owl, a rare fall/winter visitant: one near Peoria, Benton, Oct. 20+ (A. Floyd et al.) and one near the lower Elk R., Curry, Oct. 17 (TJW). A Great Gray Owl in Okanogan, WA Aug. 19 (B. & NL) provided the only report, and single Boreal Owls were found on Salmo Mt., Pend Oreille, WA Sept. 7 (KK) and in the Blue Mts., Columbia, WA Oct. 4 (B. & NL).

HUMMINGBIRDS TO FINCHES
Up to two Anna's Hummingbirds in College Place, Walla Walla, WA Sept. 28–Nov. 15 furnished the 3rd and 4th county records (M. & MLD). A male Costa's Hummingbird at a feeder in Grants Pass Nov. 22-23 (B. Buckmaster, D. Vroman, CD) provided the only report of this now annual visitant to Oregon. The male Selasphorous (sp.) at Portland Oct. 30 into November was part of an increasing trend of late fall/winter reports of this group (D. Marshall). A very unusual number of 
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Lewis' Woodpeckers were found on the westside: One was photographed at Port Angeles, Clallam, WA Aug. 27-29 (fide BN), one was at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA Aug. 30 (M. Carmody), one was at Kent, King, WA Sept. 8 (fide TB), six were at the Detroit Flats, Marion, OR Sept. 19 (DR DK), and one was at Falls City, Polk, OR Nov. 20 (BTi). The only evidence of a movement on the east-side was the peak count of 12 at the Yakima Training Center, Yakima, WA Sept. 1 (AS). An Acorn Woodpecker at Lyle, Klickitat, Nov. 11 (PtSu) is evidence that some remain at their northernmost locale in the Region. A Red-naped Sapsucker at Medford, Jackson, OR Nov. 29 (S. Serman) was both late and unusual for the westside, as was the Williamson's Sapsucker in e. Medford Nov. 3 (M. Benke). White-headed Woodpeckers are not regular in s.w. Oregon, so one on Dutchman Peak, Jackson, Oct. 3 (D. Cronberg) was noteworthy. A Least Flycatcher mist-netted at Sauvie Aug. 10 (J. Fukuda, M. Stern et al.) represented one of few w. Oregon fall records. The Hammond's Flycatcher near Medford, Jackson, OR Nov. 3 (M. Benke) was very late. The Black Phoebe range in w. Oregon appears to be steadily increasing. Reports from n. of their s. coast stronghold included one at E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area, Benton, Aug. 22+ (M. Nebeker et al.), one at Creswell, Lane, Oct. 27 (S. Moulding, S. Nelson), and one near Nestucca N.W.R., Tillamook, Nov. 11 (JJ, DB). Five westside Say's Phoebe reports was an above-average fall total: one at Harbor, Curry, OR Sept. 12 (P. Hicks), one at Copalis, Grays Harbor, WA Sept. 13 (B. & GR), one at Manzanita, Tillamook, OR Sept. 14 (G. Lillie, JG), one at E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area, Benton, OR Nov. 28+ (DR DK, BTi), and one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Nov. 28 (M. Meikle, DP, DK). An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Coos Bay, OR Nov. 16 (KW et al.) was a fall coastal rarity. Two Tropical Kingbirds were reported, a well-documented calling bird at Sauvie Nov. 1-17 U. Morawski et al.) and one reported with minimal details at Port Townsend, Jefferson, WA Nov. 2 (A. Bradley). A count of 50 Horned Lark at n. Portland Oct. 26 was a very good count for the diminishing Puget Trough/Willamette population (R. Korpi). Eight Cliff Swallows at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Oct. 25 (F. Schrock) were very late for that species. The massive corvid movement noted to the south of the Region was only hinted at by reports from within the Region. A handful of Steller's Jay reports from the desert areas included one at Yakima Training Center, Yakima, WA Sept. 28 (AS), singles in College Place, Walla Walla, WA Oct. 7 and Nov. 8 (M. & MLD), one in Moro, Sherman, OR Oct. 19 (JJ), and five in Toucher, Walla Walla, WA Oct. 27 (M. & MLD). Blue Jay numbers were above average, but they did not approach the numbers of fall 1994. Singles were near Usk, Pend Oreille, WA Sept. 28 (ph., S. Durand), at Gig Harbor, Pierce, WA Oct. 7 (fide TB), at Richland, Benton, WA Oct. 13+ (B. & NL), W.W.R.D., Oct. 15 (BW), at Denebo, Lane, OR from mid-October—Nov. 3 (B. Fish), College Place, Walla Walla, WA Oct. 19 (M. & MLD), at P.N.P., Oct. 23 (VN), at Santa Clara, Lane, OR Nov. 2-3 (M. Maier), at Omak, Okanogan, WA Nov. 17 (S. Ray), at Vancouver, Clark, WA Nov. 19+ (A. Hagen), and at Sandy, Multnomah, OR Nov. 19-20 (S. Stevenson). The now usual bundle of W. Scrub-Jay reports from new Washington areas included two in Pierce (fide TB), two in King (fide RR), one at Tokeland, Pacific, Sept. 24-27 (B. & GR, SM), two at P.N.P, Oct. 21—Nov. 6 (VN), one at Bayview, Skagit, Nov. 1 (fide B. Kuntz), one at Kennewick for a first Benton record Nov. 4+ (BW), and one at Mt. Vernon, Skagit, Nov. 23 (SA). Reports of migrating Clark's Nutcracker came from several areas in the interior and in the Cascades: 22 flying S over Steens Mt., Harney, OR Sept. 2 (BT), ≥190 passing Diamond Head, Chelan, WA Sept. 10-25 (E. Deal, JE), 40 flying S in the Marion, OR, Cascades Sept. 24 (JL), and migrants passing over Bonney Butte, Hood River, OR all fall (DB). A few stragglers reached the westside: ≤four were at Mary's Peak in the Oregon Coast Range Oct. 16—Nov. 2 (HH, RH et al.), one was at Sequim, Clallam, WA Oct. 30—Nov. 19 (fide BN), and one was at Sutherlin, Douglas, OR Nov. 15 (KW). Similarly, indications of the Mt. Chickadee movement included records from the interior lowlands, numbers in the Cascades, and a roving few on the westside. In the interior lowlands one was very early at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR Sept. 1 (BT), with two there by the end of the month (HN), two were at Rock Cr., Klickitat, WA Sept. 14 (SM), and two were at Lyon's Ferry, Franklin, WA Oct. 12 (M. & MLD). In the Cascades, >100 were flying S along Modoc Ridge, Klamath, OR Sept. 27 (KS). In w. Oregon there appeared to be a minor invasion, from mid-October+, with reports well scattered inland and a few reaching the coast. Only 2 reports came from w. Washington: one at Parkland, Pierce Sept. 19 (fide TB) and three in Vancouver, Clark, Nov. 1 (S. & A. Hagen). Three Com. Bushtit feeding young at Rock Cr., Klickitat, Aug. 13 provided confirmed breeding at the very e edge of their Washington range (R. West) Both Red-breasted and White-breasted nuthatches were found moving through the desert interior in numbers, with the latter species attracting the most attention as they were found in many areas where they are not of annual occurrence. The peak count of Red-breasted Nuthatch was 50 at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR Sept 1-3 (BT). Unusual reports of White-breasted Nuthatches included one at the Yakima Training Center, Yakima, WA Aug. 22 for a local first (AS), one at Electric City, Grant, WA Aug. 31 (M. & MLD), one—two at Northrup Canyon, Grant, WA Aug. 31—Sept. 19 (KK, PtSu), two at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR Sept. 3 (BT), and one at Richland, Benton, WA Sept 19-21 (B. & NL, BW). A Bewick's Wren at Sprague L., Lincoln, WA Oct. 28 (KK) was the latest chapter in their range expansion. Peak counts of 625 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Sept. 29, 76 Townsend's Solitaire Sept. 8, 611 Am Robin Sept. 29, and 104 Varied Thrush Sept. 29 in the Cold Cr. drainage, Yakima, WA (AS) were indicative of the richness of this migration corridor. A Swainson's Thrush at Eugene, OR on the late date of Oct. 24 was stunned on a window, so a good inspection was had (D. Heyerly) Three Wrentits at Knappa, Clatsop, Aug 28-30 (D. Anderson) were perhaps farther inland than had previously been expected for the coastal population, and one near Mill Cr., Polk, Aug. 25 was at or near the n. limit of the species along the w. edge of the Willamette Valley (B. Rupert). Four N. Mockingbird reports was an accustomed number: one resided at Denman in the Rogue Valley, Jackson, OR, one was at Creston, Lincoln, WA Sept. 3 (M. Houston), one was at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Oct. 31 (PtSu), and one was at Sequim, Clallam, WA Nov. 13+ (fide BN). A Black-backed Wagtail near the Lower Elk R., Curry, Oct. 13 (TJW, CD, m.ob., ph.) apparently represents the 2nd Oregon record and the first Regional since spring 1993.
Peak counts of common migrants from the newly discovered Cold Cr. corridor included 31 Warbling Vireo Sept. 1; 13 Nashville Warbler Aug. 18; and 345 "Audubon's" Yellow-rumped Warbler Sept 28 (AS). There were several notably-late dates for warblers, including a Nashville Warbler at the mouth of the Winchuck R, Curry, OR Oct. 4 (RH); a Yellow Warbler at Warrenton, Clatsop, OR Nov. 29 (MP); a Hermit Warbler at Toledo, Lincoln, OR Oct. 13 (C. Philo); a Wilson's Warblers at Walla Walla, WA Nov. 16 
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(M. & MLD) at Sequim, Clallam, WA Nov. 17 (fide BN), and at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA Nov. 23 (J.. Bragg); and a Yellow-breasted Chat at the mouth of the Winchuck R., Oct. 4 (RH). Records of the "regular rarities" were scarce. Red-eyed Vireos were on the coast at Ft. Stevens S P, Clatsop, OR Aug. 30 (MP et al.) and in the interior at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR Sept. 11 (TJ). There were only four Palm Warblers, three in coastal Oregon in early October (RH, MP) and one inland at Davenport, Lincoln, WA Sept. 26 (†JA). Black-and-white Warblers were at Umatilla N.W.R., Morrow, OR Aug. 28 (fide CC), at Port Orford, Curry, OR Nov. 4 (M. Myers), and at Seattle, WA Nov. 21+ (†KA et al.). Am. Redstarts were at Seattle, WA Sept. 12 (SA) and at Cape Blanco, Curry, OR Oct. 3 (CD, S. Hootman, T. Rodenkirk). Northern Waterthrush were at Fields, Harney, OR Sept. 2 (B. Labar, BT) and at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA Nov. 24-25 (SA). Vagrants were also very scarce; the 3 reports were a male Black-throated Blue Warbler banded at Umatilla N.W.R., Morrow, OR Sept. 23 (fide CC), an imm. Prairie Warbler at South Beach, Newport, Lincoln, OR Sept. 16 (RL, D. Pitkin), the 3rd record for that location, and an imm. Blackpoll Warbler banded at Cape Blanco, Curry, OR Sept. 27 (CD, S. Hootman). A Lazuli Bunting on the outer coast at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Oct. 31 was both late and very rare on the n. coast (PtSu). The male Indigo Bunting at St. Helens, Columbia, OR Aug. 3 (S. Nemetz, SRu) provided an early date for a vagrant. The peak count of 61 Spotted Towhee in the Cold Cr. drainage, Yakima, WA Sept. 8 (AS) was a very large migratory concentration. American Tree Sparrows are very rare on the outer coast; so one near Pacific City, Tillamook, OR Nov. 10-13 (JJ, DB, C. Roberts) was noteworthy. Four were reported from w. Washington, where they are irregular: including one far west at Joyce, Clallam, Nov. 19 (BN). The only Clay-colored Sparrow was at South Beach, Newport, Lincoln, OR Sept. 15 (C. Benesh). Two Lark Sparrows were reported from the outer coast, where they are very scarce: one at Ft. Canby S.P., Pacific, WA Aug. 26 (fide RR) and one near Newport, Lincoln, OR Sept. 8 (A. Floyd). A Lark Bunting at Tokeland, Pacific, Oct. 29-31 represents about the I 1th Washington record (ph., R. Sullivan, T. Aversa et al.). Two Swamp Sparrows were on the Oregon coast and three more in the Willamette valley, which does not constitute a good year. In Washington, there were only 2 Puget Sound reports (B. & GR, SM), and one in the interior at Crow Butte S.P., Benton, Nov. 27 (B. & NL). There were 22 White-throated Sparrow reported on the westside and six in the interior, but the scanty numbers may be due to underreporting. The low number of Harris's Sparrows is probably not an artifact of reporting. Three were in the interior: at Two Rivers Park, Benton, WA Oct. 15 (DR), at Painted Hills N.M., Wheeler, OR Oct. 6 (L. Rems), and at Antone, Wheeler, OR Nov. 16 (PaSu). The only westside report was at Eugene, OR from Nov. 2+ (B. Combs). Eight Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported from the westside, an above-average total. Oregon had one female at Bandon, Coos, Sept. 14 (T. & AM). The largest group in Washington was three at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, Aug. 5 (J. Duemmel), and singles were in King, Island, Wahkiakum, and Skagit. Three Rusty Blackbirds were found in Washington, the highest fall total yet. One was at Wallula Junction, Walla Walla, Oct. 27 (KK), another was at Spencer I., Snohomish, Nov. 3 (1-SM), and the 3rd was at Skagit Flats, Skagit, Nov. 24-25 (SA, PtSu). A Com. Grackle at Toketee Ranger Station, Douglas, from July 31+ (K. & M. Graves) was about the 16th for Oregon. The Bullock's Oriole at Ft. Stevens S.P., Clatsop, OR Sept. 2 (MP) was rare on the outer coast. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches are being found more regularly in the Oregon Coast Range: Four were seen flying over Saddle Mt., Washington, Nov. 2 (GG) and three were at Mary's Peak, Benton, Nov. 9 (M. Cutler, RH). Evidence of a strong Cassin's Finch movement included singles on the westside at District Line Road, Skagit, WA Nov. 7-20 (fide B. Kuntz), at Brookings, Curry, OR Nov. 11 (CD), and at Medford Nov. 30 (G. Shaffer). A peak count of 20 on the Yakima Training Center, Yakima, WA Sept. 8 (AS) was relatively unusual for the interior lowlands, as were singles in College Place, Walla Walla, WA Oct. 24 (M. & MLD) and at Richland, Benton, WA Nov. 12 & 21 (BW). Red Crossbills went almost unreported, except for many on the Oregon coast at Manzanita Aug. 25 (T. Crabtree) and small numbers moving S at Mt. Steens, Harney, OR Sept. 2 (BT). Huge numbers, 10,000 or so, of Pine Siskin were at Hart's Pass in the North Cascades Aug. 1 (R. Veit), but the only other numbers of note were small: >50 at College Place, Walla Walla, WA Aug. 23 (M. & MLD) and 126 at the Yakima Training Center, Yakima, WA Sept. 29 (AS). Good numbers of Lesser Goldfinch were found at the n. limit of their range, ≥28 were found at 3 Klickitat locations (BN, PtSu, M. & MLD, SM). Six were at Portland, OR Nov. 10, where they have declined in recent decades (L. Weiland, P Muller).

Corrigenda
The Brown Thrasher record for Washington in AFN50: 216 was actually near Deep Cr., Spokane, not Reardan, Lincoln.
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The Winter Season, 1996-97

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND JIM JOHNSON
This was the second consecutive unusually wet winter, with unusual now meaning record-breaking and not just below average. The series of ice and snow storms that hit the Puget Trough south to Portland in late December resulted in tremendous tree damage, but no immediate avian effects were reported other than the usual appearance of Varied Thrush fleeing the higher elevations and crowding lowland feeders. Temperatures this .winter season were quite mild for most of the region. The most prominent feature of the season was the number of invasions, with the Snowy Owl flight the most memorable. Also appearing were Great Gray Owls, numerous corvids, and Mountain Chickadees. Only the winter finches declined to appear.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR).

LOONS TO WATERFOWL
Up to three Red-throated Loons at Kirk Pond near F.R.R., Dec. 15—Feb. 14 (RH, HH, m.ob.) were unusual for the lower Willamette valley. All 3 freshwater Pacific Loon records were from w. Oregon: one near Medford, Jackson, Dec. 10 (C. Brumitt), one at Canby, Clackamas, Jan. 4 (E. Specht), and one at F.R.R., Feb. 15 (DH). The only Yellow-billed Loon report was one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Dec. 9—Feb. 21 (m.ob, fide RB); this represents the lowest total since winter 1991-1992. An Eared Grebe in s.e. Oregon at Krumbo Res., Harney, Dec. 21 (G. Ivey) was indicative of the mild interior conditions. In w. Oregon, eight were found in the Willamette valley (RH, DC) and six on the outer coast (JJ, JG, CR). They have become regular in recent winters in certain locales, but were generally unrecorded before 1987. Clark's Grebe reports totaled five, about average: one at Everett, WA Dec. 14 (SM), one at Cascade Locks, Hood River, OR Feb. 2 (PaSu), one at O.S., Feb. 24 (†G. & WH), one at F.R.R., Jan. 16 (HH), and one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Jan. 19 (fide RB). The pelagic trip off Westport, WA Feb. 2 found five Black-footed and 13 Laysan Albatross, 37 N. Fulmar, four Mottled Petrels, and one Sooty Shearwater (TW). The Feb. 15 pelagic trip off Depoe Bay, OR, found eight N. Fulmar (G. Gilson, M. Hunter). These were the 2nd Mottled Petrel records in as many winters. In inshore waters, a N. Fulmar and two Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were at Rosario Beach, Skagit, WA Dec. 1 (fide BK). Unusual westside winter reports of Am. White Pelican were singles near Vancouver, Clark, WA, and adjacent Sauvie Jan. 4-12 (E. Anderson, M. Houck), and near F.R.R., Jan. 12+ (HH, m.ob.), the first Lane winter record. The four lingering Brown Pelicans reported from the Oregon coast were gone by January (RH, DM, fide RB). Two Great Egrets along the Walla Walla R. in December, with one to Feb. 23 (MD, C. Rees, fide JN), provided a winter first for Walla Walla. The Cattle Egret reports validated the above-average fall 
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numbers. Four w. Oregon reports included one near Whitehorse Park, Josephine, Dec. 3—Feb. 15 (DM), one at Sutherlin, Douglas, Dec. 16 (K. Wilson), one at Alvadore, Lane, Dec. 19—Jan. 13 (D. Brown, m.ob.), and one s. of Eugene Dec. 21 (K. McDonnel). In the interior, one was near Lowden, Walla Walla, WA Dec. 12 (JN). Two White-faced Ibis still at Bridge Cr., Harney, Dec. 11 (B. Rasch) were >2 months past normal departure. Beside 35 at their usual wintering locale at Airlie, Polk, Trumpeter Swans were reported from Tillamook Jan. 11 (CR) and in Lane Feb. 3 (RF); they are still noteworthy in most of w. Oregon. Ross' Goose reports on the westside have increased abruptly in recent years. Four reports this winter almost equaled last winters' record number. Singles wintered at Nestucca N.W.R., Tillamook, OR (R. Lowe, m.ob.), at Provolt, Jackson, OR (fide HS), near F.R.R., Jan. 1+ (S. Maulding, D. Pederson, TM) for a Lane first, and Auburn, King, WA Jan. 24 into February (A. Freeland, fide T. Bock). Five Emperor Goose reports was above average: The Troutdale, OR, bird remained through the winter (HN), one was at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, OR Dec. 14 (fide CD), one was near Tokeland, Pacific, WA Jan. 14 (B. & G. Ramsey), one was at Sauvie Jan. 15 (S. Pinnock), and one was at Hunter Cr., Curry, OR Jan. 19—Feb. 23 (CD, DM, PaSu). A pair of Eur. Green-winged Teal was reported: males at Tillamook, OR Feb. 8+ (CR) and at Sauvie Feb. 9+ (GL). Blue-winged Teal winter reports are sporadic: A female was at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Jan. 11 (†BN), and a male was at Tillamook, OR Jan. 12—Feb. 28 (CR). A Redhead at Glide, Douglas, OR Jan. 5 (RM) was unusual in the county. All of the Tufted Duck reports came from a small area in the lower Columbia R.: a female at Ridgefield N.WR., Clark, WA Dec. 29—Jan. 11 (E. Anderson, J. Engler) and one—two males at Sauvie Dec. 29—Jan. 19 (JJ, JG). A female King Eider at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Dec. 8+ (KM, m.ob.) provided about the 8th Oregon record. Fifteen Oldsquaws were tallied from the Oregon coast, a good total. Inland reports included one at Toketee L., Douglas, OR Dec. 6 (RM) and one at Vancouver L., Clark, WA Jan. 11 (D. Bush).

RAPTORS TO ALCIDS
Eight Osprey reports, all from w. Oregon, indicated their change of status to regular in winter. The White-tailed Kite tabulation included only one Washington report, at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, Jan. 29 (TA), but scads (≥45) were found in w. Oregon. Another southern raptor that is doing well is Red-shouldered Hawk. An adult at Dungeness, WA Jan. 2—Feb. 18 (TA, BN, m.ob.) provided a first Clallam record. To the south, one was at Sutherlin, Douglas, OR Dec, 1 (fide RM), one was in Lane, OR, during December (TM), one was at Brownsville, Linn, OR Dec. 28 (AF), ≤two were at F.R.R. in January (DH, HH), 24 were in the lower Coquille valley Jan. 5 (AC), an immature was at Sauvie Feb. 5 (T. McAllister), an immature was at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA Feb. 22 (BN), and one was in the Umpqua valley, Douglas, OR Feb. 23 (RM). Ferruginous Hawks are casual in winter in w. Oregon. Two were in the Rogue valley of Jackson, at Agate L., Dec. 16 and at Eagle Pt., Jan. 20 (HS), and one was near Finley N.W.R., Benton, Feb. 26 (DH, J. Plissner). About 19 Gyrfalcon reports was an amazing season total, besting last winter's total of 15. The 4 interior reports included three in Lincoln, WA (JA), and one e. of Burns, Harney, OR Feb. 18 (W. Dunaway); they are very rare in s.e. Oregon. The westside reports consisted of 3 Oregon reports: a subadult at Agate Beach, Lincoln, Jan. 12 (C. McIntyre), an adult near Corvallis Jan. 13 (fide J. Dillon), and an adult at Sauvie Jan. 23-24 (J. Morawski, S. Pinnock). Western Washington had the lion's share, as usual, with ≥eight in n. Puget Sound (JD, SM) and one at Steigerwald N.W.R., Clark, Dec. 7 (W. Cady), an adult at Vancouver L., Clark, Jan. 11 (B. Shelmerdine), one at Dungeness, Clallam, Jan. 12 (fide BN), and one near Satsop, Grays Harbor, Jan. 24 (G. & WH). There were ≥6 Prairie Falcon reports from the Willamette valley, where they are regular and one from the outer coast at Tillamook, OR Feb. 28 (HN), where they are casual. A Pacific Golden-Plover was at Bandon, Coos, OR Jan. 4 (AC) for the only report this winter. Lesser Yellowlegs are now being found annually in winter in w. Oregon. One was near Florence, Lane, Jan. 18-22 (DM, B. & ZS), but one in the interior at Summer L., Lake, Dec. 26 (PaSu) was very unusual. A Red Knot was at Bandon Jan. 3 (B. Fawver. fide AC); the species does not linger every winter. In vied contrast to last winter, Red Phalaropes were found in the usual small numbers along the Oregon coast in December and early January. The oddest report was of a breeding-plumage female in Eugene Jan. 1 (DH). Other interior reports were one at Forest Grove, Washington, OR Dec. 1 (F. McVicker) and one at Toketee L., Douglas, OR Dec. 1 (KG). Three Pomarine Jaegers found off Westport, WA Feb. 2 (TW) and one at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR Dec. 8 (G. Gilson, M. Hunter) represented average winter numbers. Adult Little Gulls at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA Dec. 2—Feb. 27 (V. Nelson) and at American L., Pierce, Dec. 15—Jan. 12 (B. LaBar) marked the 3rd and 9th consecutive winters, respectively, for those locations. The Glaucous Gull tally of 21 was a bit low; it included 12 in w. Oregon, two in e. Washington, and seven in w. Washington. Black-legged Kittiwakes were found in moderate numbers: 60 southbound off Boiler Bay Dec. 1 (AC), 161 off Westport, WA Feb. 2 (TW), and 22 off Depoe Bay, OR Feb. 15 (fide HH). The pelagic trip off Westport Feb. 2 found 107 Com. Murres, three Ancient Murrelets, 179 Cassin's Auklets, three Parakeet Auklets, five Rhinoceros Auklets, and one Tufted Puffin (TW). Small numbers of Ancient Murrelets along the Oregon coast featured a peak count of 50 at Boiler Bay Dec. 14 (AC) and one at Rocky Pt., Curry, Dec. 28 (DM). A freshly dead Horned Puffin was on the beach s. of Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Feb. 25 (S. Brown).

OWLS TO BROWN CREEPER
Snowy Owl reports totaled ≥124, marking the largest invasion since 1973-1974. The largest numbers were in w. Washington, with peak concentrations of nine at Dungeness, Clallam, Dec. 11 (PtSu), six at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, Dec. 21 (J. Caldwell, D. Whipple), 17 at O.S., Jan. 29 (TA), eight s. of Stanwood, Snohomish, Feb. 2 (SM), and 28 on the Skagit/Samish flats, Skagit, Feb. 15 (B. Anderson, m.ob.). Other records came from Whatcom, Kitsap, Pierce, King, and Thurston. The 16 w. Oregon records consisted mostly of singles in the Willamette Trough; on the outer coast the only concentration was three females, a male, and an immature at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. all winter (MP). Singles included one at Shedd, Linn, OR to Dec. 12 (RH), one at the Salem airport in December and January (AC), one at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, OR Dec. 3—Feb. 15 (B. & ZS), one at Tillamook Dec. 29 (11), an immature at Forest Grove, Washington, Jan. 3—early February (PaSu), one near Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, Jan. 11-13 (R. Gerig, PaSu, m.ob.), one near Junction City, Lane, Jan. 15-20 (PSh), one at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, Jan. 23 (B. Lucas), one at South Beaver Cr., Lincoln, Jan. 24 (fide RB), one near the s. jetty of Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Feb. 2-22 (fide RB), and one near Alsea Bay, Lincoln, Feb. 23 (fide RB). There were only 3 records from e. Oregon, where they are always very rare, with one n. of Condon, Gilliam, Dec. 1 (CC), one 30 mi w. of Condon Dec. 9 (B. Sharp), and one 
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very far south at Rocky Pt.-Upper Klamath L., Klamath, Jan. 17 (fide KS). Finally, in e. Washington, Acton had >20 in Lincoln in January—February, declining to two by Feb. 25, and one was at Hover, Benton, WA Feb. 18 (fide TG). A N. Hawk Owl remained at Cheney, Spokane, from mid-January—Feb. 24 (JA, m.ob.), for the 6th Washington record in the 1990s; there was only one report in the 1980s. Great Gray Owls also staged an invasion into the n. Puget Trough. As many as eight birds were reported (fide B. Anderson), including ones near Bellingham, Whatcom, in early January (E. Calvin, fide J. Meche), near Conway, Skagit, Feb. 15 (J. Bragg), and at Bridle Trails S P., Jan. 28—Feb. 23 (D. & S. Stark, fide L. Erckman) for the first King record in a century! The only Oregon report was from the c. Cascades: one at Silver Falls S.P., Marion, Dec. 28 (SD). All three Burrowing Owls found in w. Oregon were coastal: one at Coos Bay Dec. 22 (fide AC), one at the n. jetty of the Rogue R., Curry, Jan. 11 (fide CD), and one at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., Jan. 24 (PaSu). The male Costa's Hummingbird that wintered in Grants Pass, Josephine (D. Vroman), provided the 2nd winter record since 1990-1991. Two Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were found in Oregon, for the 8th and 9th records: an immature s. of Klamath Falls, Klamath, Jan. 4 (KS et al.) and another immature photographed at F.R.R., Jan. 1-12 (PSh, DH et al.). A Red-naped Sapsucker was in Newberg, Yamhill, OR Feb. 4+ (C. Wilson) for an unusual west-side record. Numbers of Black Phoebes in w Oregon appear to be increasing dramatically. The best example is the count of 105 on the Coquille Valley CBC (AC), but three on the Coos Bay CBC (fide AC), and singles at Peoria, Linn, for the winter (file AC), in Sutherlin, Douglas, in January (fide RM), and at South Beaver Cr., Lincoln, Jan. 4—Feb. 10 (fide RB) are also exemplary. Barn Swallows are being reported more frequently in winter, but six at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA Feb. 13 (V. Nelson) was astounding. Only slightly less unusual were two at Port Orford, Curry, Jan. 17 (CD), one near Medford, Jackson, Jan. 30 (fide HS), and four near Cape Blanco, Curry, Feb. 1 (fide DM). Corvids seemed to be everywhere, typified by the 3 species of jays in Moro, Sherman, a small town in the wheat farming country of e. Oregon that until recently harbored no jays. A Gray Jay in Walla Walla, WA Feb. 13 (P. Dauble, S. Albee, fide MD) was unexpected at low elevations. The Steller's Jay in Moro all winter (JJ, DBa) was one of the three. Blue Jay reports bounced back from last winter's low with 11 reports. Four were from e. Oregon, including one in Moro, and seven were in e. Washington. The most numerous jay in Moro was W. Scrub-Jay, with >five present (JJ, DBa). Other sightings from locales where they are irregular included one wintering at Vale, Malheur, OR (B. Jakubos), one at Kennewick, WA, into February (fide TG) for a Benton first, one at Bayview, Skagit, WA from November—Feb. 17 (fide BK), one at Mt. Vernon, Skagit, WA through Dec. 12 (fide BK), and four in Kitsap, WA (fide J. Carson). The two on the Coos Bay CBC Dec. 22 represented a count first (fide AC). The corvid litany ends with a Clark's Nutcracker in Richland, Benton, WA Feb. 24+ (M. Nowakowski, fide TG). Mountain Chickadees also invaded, with 9 reports from w. Oregon lowlands and the coast. Moro, Sherman, had two Feb. 5+ (DBa), presumably to provide companionship for the corvids. A White-breasted Nuthatch in the Siskiyous at Bear Camp Dec. 17 (CD) represented a 3rd Curry record, and may have also been a result of the fall flight of montane species. The Brown Creeper at Page Springs, Harney, OR Feb. 1 (B. Rasch) was unusual for the cold desert.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES
One notable result of the late December ice and snow storms was the Varied Thrush movement into the lowlands, i.e. 36 in view at once in Joyce, Clallam, WA Dec. 28 (BN). These numbers persisted into early January. The Gray Catbird in Corvallis Jan. 8+ (K. Fairchild, †HH, m.ob.) furnished the 2nd winter record for Oregon. Seven N. Mockingbird were reported, about average, although 2 winter records from the interior was not. Singles were at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA Feb. 3+ (J. & M. Hirth) and at Moro, Sherman, OR Feb. 5 (DBa). Bohemian Waxwings in unexpected spots included four at Bayview, Skagit, WA Dec. 8 (SM), one at Everett, Snohomish, WA Dec. 31 (SM), and one at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR Feb. 23 (P. & P. Neuman). Loggerhead Shrikes linger sparingly; this winter's reports consisted of one w. of Nespelem, Okanogan, WA Dec. 7 (M. Houston) and one at Newland Rd., Jackson, OR, for most of the winter (fide HS). Last winter, we noted that 10 warbler species in winter was probably a Regional record. This winter 12 species were found. A Tennessee Warbler in Corvallis Dec. 1-11 (†RH, †HH, m.ob.) provided about the 6th Oregon winter record. The Nashville Warbler in Brookings, Curry, OR Jan. 19 (DC et al.), the Yellow Warbler found moribund in Portland, OR Dec. 16 (B. Salinger), the Hermit Warbler at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR Jan. 12 (M. Willison), the N. Waterthrush at Skagit, Skagit, WA Dec. 8—Jan. 1 (SM), and the Wilson's Warbler in Harbor, Curry, OR Dec. 14 (DM) were all less than annual in winter. The Palm Warbler total of five was average. The Black-and-white Warbler at Seattle, WA, remained into December (fide RR). Common Yellowthroats are annual in winter, but the only report was one male in Eugene, Lane, OR Dec. 15 (HH, RH). All of the unusual Spizella reports were from Oregon. American Tree Sparrows are very rare on the westside, so one in Polk Dec. 13 was noteworthy (BTi, SD), and six at Antone, Wheeler, Dec. 30 (CC, PtSu) was a large group for c. Oregon. An ad. Chipping Sparrow was in Toledo, Lincoln, Jan. 9+ (C. Philo, SD) and a Clay-colored Sparrow was near Tangent, Linn, Dec. 14-15 (PV, †HH, m.ob.). No Swamp Sparrows were reported from anywhere but w. Oregon, which is atypical, and only nine were reported from there, which is also atypical. A Rusty Blackbird at Kennewick, Benton, WA Dec. 21 (†D. Rockwell) was the only report, and did not approach last winter's total of six. The Great-tailed Grackle remained at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR, through the winter (m.ob.). A Com. Grackle at Tumalo, Deschutes, Dec. 7+ (D. Hale et al.) was Oregon's 17th. An imm. Bullock's Oriole was in Newport from late December to Jan. 2 (fide RB); they do not linger annually. A few Cassin's Finches visited Rogue valley feeders in early December (fide HS, D. Vroman), and one was in the Creswell area, Lane, during the first part of January (D. & HL). Their appearance may have been linked to the fall movement in the interior. White-winged Crossbill only appeared at Spokane, WA, with a single present Dec. 13-17 (W. Safranek), and Red Crossbills were almost unremarked. There were moderate numbers of Pine Siskins on the n. Olympic Pen. (BN), but they were very scarce in w. Oregon (HN). Evening Grosbeaks were almost absent everywhere (FIN, BN, T. Mickel).

EXOTICS
A Barnacle Goose was shot on the Nooksack R. delta, Whatcom, WA Dec. 9 (* to University of Puget Sound). A male Mandarin Duck was found with Wood Ducks s. of Eugene, Lane, OR Feb. 6 (RF). Up to nine Monk Parakeets were at the Portland Airport colony throughout the winter (R. Korpi).

Initialed observers, with subregional editors in boldface: Jim Acton, Tom Aversa, 
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Range Bayer (Lincoln), David Bailey (DBa), Alan Contreras, Dave Copeland, Craig Corder, Mike Denny, Colin Dillingham, Steve Dowlan, Jim Duemmel, Joe Engler, Anthony Floyd, Reid Freeman, Jeff Gilligan, Keith Graves, Tony Greager, Hendrik Herlyn, Dan Heyerly, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Rich Hoyer, Bob Kuntz, Bill & Nancy LaFramboise, Gerard Lillie, Ron Maertz, Torn Mickel (Lane), Steve Mlodinow, Don Munson, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Jim Nestler, Bob Norton, Mike Patterson, Craig Roberts, Russell Rogers (Washington), Tom Rogers, Howard Sands, Paul Sherrell (PSh), Kevin Spencer, Andy Stepniewski, Bill & Zanah Stott, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Bill Tice (BTi), Terry Wahl, Bob Woodley.

[There was no Spring Migration report found for this region.]

The Nesting Season 1997

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND JIM JOHNSON
This summer was wet and sea surface temperatures soared, as an El Niño event at least as strong as the 1982/1983 event appeared to affect our Region. Sea surface temperatures in July off Newport, Oregon, reached almost to 20°C (R. Lowe). On the ocean, the indications of seabird breeding success were grim, again. Most Common Murre colonies in Oregon experienced abnormal levels of adult mortality on top of breeding failure, and Cassin's Auklets remained very scarce off the Washington coast. A strong northward movement of Brown Pelicans and Heermann's Gulls and a strong flight of Elegant Terns completed the El Niño picture. Aside from the excitement that a family of Blue Grosbeaks created in Oregon and a White-winged Dove in Washington, the landbird picture was relatively dull.

Abbreviations: F.R.R. (Fern Ridge Res., Lane Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co.); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR).

LOONS TO RAPTORS
A Yellow-billed Loon at Swantown, Island, WA, July 8-13 (PL, †SM) provided a 2nd consecutive summer report from Whidbey I. Unusual summer reports of Horned Grebe on the westside included one at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR, June 10 (JL) and three at Ebey's Landing, Island, WA, July 4 (SM). Similarly unusual eastside reports of non-breeding Red-necked Grebes were singles at Sprague L., Adams, WA, June 5 (PtSu) and on the Snake R. at Ice Harbor Dam, WA, June 6 (M. & MLD). The breeding colony of Western and Clark's grebes at F.R.R. was checked July 27, but no young were seen (A. & TM). Summer reports of Clark's Grebe away from breeding areas included three from the Oregon coast: at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, June 1 (KM); at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, June 9 (TM); at S.J.C.R., July 16 (MP); and one n. of range in the interior on the Colville Plateau, Okanogan, WA, July 20 (fide RR). Although there were some relatively large counts of Black-footed Albatross, such as 126 June 14 at Heceta Bank, Lane, OR (GG, MH), and 156 July 13 off Westport, WA (TW), no Laysan Albatrosses were found. Last summer, six Laysan were reported. Northern Fulmar numbers were below last year's very high numbers. Counts ranged from six on the June 14 trip to Heceta Bank, OR (GG, MH), and 13 on the July 13 trip off Westport, WA (TW), to 500 found 14 mi off Alsea Bay, OR, July 30 (RL). One fulmar seen well inside the Strait of Juan de Fuca, off the Elwha R. mouth, Clallam, July 19 (BT), was very unusual for summer. Pink-footed Shearwater numbers were weak, averaging 25 per trip, with the peak count of 41 on the July 26 trip off Depoe Bay, OR (GG, MH). A Flesh-footed Shearwater off the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Clallam, WA, July 15 (BT) provided the only report. Sooty Shearwater numbers were extremely low until late July. Both Oregon trips and the July 13 Washington trip averaged 150 per trip; the July 26 trip off Westport found 2,461 (TW). A Manx Shearwater reported from Admiralty Inlet, off Port Townsend, Jefferson, July 9 (†GGe) furnished an unprecedented report from inshore waters and, if accepted by the Washington Bird Records Committee, will represent about the 6th Washington record. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel counts averaged a respectable SO per trip, and Leach's Storm-Petrel were reported on 3 of the 4 July trips, with a peak of 16 off Westport July 13 (TW). The Am. White Pelican that wintered near F.R.R. was present throughout the summer (fide TM), a highly unusual occurrence on the westside. One Brown Pelican was n. to Sekiu, Clallam, WA, by July 22 (DFi). On the outer coast, large numbers were reported from Tillamook, OR (MN), n. to Grays Harbor, WA (BT), with a high percentage of first-year birds. Seven Brandt's Cormorant nests at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR, July 10 had all or most of the large young dead in the nest (RL). This very late season mortality was also observed in the poor years 1993 and 1996. An early July survey of Pelagic Cormorant colonies on the c. Oregon coast showed 79% of the 10-year mean; they may be less affected by the ocean conditions (RL). A Cattle Egret at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, June 6 (JE) furnished a very unusual summer record for the westside. The number of Black-crowned Night-Heron reports from the westside was astounding: one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR,
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June 22-24 (BTi, RG); seven at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, July 8 (JE); one in Portland, OR, July 12 (fide HN); one in Salem, OR, July 17 (T. Reed); one at Denman, WA, Jackson, OR, July 20 (PaSu); and 47 along .5 mile of the Chetco R. estuary, Curry, OR, July 24 (DM). They do not breed on the westside. An impressive number of breeding reports of uncommon waterfowl included: Green-winged Teal broods at Deer Lagoon, Island, WA, July 4 (SM) and at Freeland, Island, WA, July 6 (SM); a N. Pintail brood at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR, July 18 (JL); Blue-winged Teal brood at Ankeny N.W.R. July 18 (JL); N. Shoveler broods at Baskett Slough N.W.R, Polk, OR, June 16 (RG) and at Everett, Snohomish, WA, July 13-26 (SM); Am. Wigeon at Everett, Snohomish, WA, June 14 through the period (SM); 7 broods of Lesser Scaup at Deer Lagoon, Island, WA, July 6 (SM); and a Com. Goldeneye brood at Winthrop, Okanogan, WA, July 17 (GGe). Five Redheads at F.R.R. June 26 (DG) indicated this westside location should be watched for breeding by this eastside species. Greater Scaup reports from Sanpoil, Ferry, WA, June 19 (PtSu); Forest Grove, Washington, OR, June 25 (HN); Deer Lagoon, Island, WA, July 6 (SM); and O.S. July 30 (T. Aversa) were about normal for this scarce summer species. The number of Old-squaw reports was a bit above average: a female at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, OR, June 25-28 (B. & ZS, DH); one at Hastie Lake Rd., Island, WA, July 4 (SM); a male at Swantown, Island, WA, July 4-8 (SM, PL); and a male at Dungeness, Clallam, WA, July 7 (PL). Small numbers of White-tailed Kites were reported: one was at F.R.R. June 26 (DG); one was at the Siltcoos R. mouth, Lane, OR, July 5 (B. & ZS); and one was at Tillamook Bay, OR, July 5 (JG, GL), with two there 18 July (JG). Equally small numbers of Red-shouldered Hawks were reported. The only westside reports were of birds at Cloverdale, Tillamook, OR, July 26 (DFi) and at Sutherlin, Douglas, OR, July 27 (K. Wilson). In e. Oregon, where they are still very notable, an immature was at the s. end of Upper Klamath L., Klamath, July 24 (H. Sands) and another immature was at Goose Lake S.P., Lake, July 31 (F. Isaacs). An ad. Golden Eagle in the Puget Lowlands at Silverdale, Kitsap, WA, June 9 provided a remarkable summer sighting (TB). Merlins at Sanpoil, Ferry, WA, June 19 (PtSu) and s, of Arlington, Gilliam, OR, June 8 (HN) were the only reports. The discovery of a Peregrine Falcon aerie under the 1-90 bridge in Spokane, WA, generated a lot of media interest and birder enthusiasm (D. Mann, JA), as it apparently was in part the result of reintroduction efforts.

CRANES THROUGH ALCIDS
Sandhill Crane surveys at Conboy Lake N.W.R., Klickitat, WA, and adjacent sites located 14 nesting pairs (JE). These pairs, the only known breeders in Washington, fledged five colts. This survey represents the largest number of breeding pairs ever found in the state. Summering records elsewhere in the Region included one flying N of Port Orford, Curry, OR, June 15 (T. Wahl) and up to 10 on Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, June 15 (E. Anderson). There were 2 reports of Pacific Golden-Plover: one at the S. Jetty of the Siuslaw R, Lane, OR, July 15 (B. & ZS), and one at the New R., Coos, OR, July 22 (DL). Black-necked Stilts bred at 2 new locations in e. Washington. Thirty found nesting near Wallula, Walla Walla, June 6 (M. & MLD) and five nesting at Dallesport, Klickitat, July 13 (W. Cady) both furnished first county breeding records. The 31 Am. Avocets breeding at the same location near Wallula (M. & MLD) also represented a first county breeding record. Three Solitary Sandpiper reports included two from the interior (JA, BW) and one from the coast (BT), a normal total for summer. Semipalmated Sandpiper reports totaled 58, including seven from w. Oregon, five from e. Oregon, six from e. Washington, six from coastal Washington, and 34 from the Puget Trough. These are better totals than the previous 2 summers. An ad. Red-necked Stint at S.J.C.R. July 19 (†MP) furnished the first Oregon report since 1984. One Pectoral Sandpiper was reported, at O.S. July 29 (E. Deal), which is about normal. Good counts of Short-billed Dowitchers on the coast consisted of 4,500+ at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, July 18 (H. Gilmore) and 1,300 at O.S. July 21 (R. Sullivan). Red-necked Phalarope numbers were very poor off the Washington coast, averaging 20 per trip (TW) during July. Larger numbers were found off s. Oregon: 100 offshore June 26 (DFi) and 500 at the N. Jetty of Coos Bay July 10 (DL). Jaegers were very sparingly reported: three Pomarines, five Parasitics, and two jaegers (sp.). Three South Polar Skuas off the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Clallam, July 14 (BT) were the only ones reported. Franklin's Gulls are being reported more widely in summer; previously their summer distribution was confined to their breeding areas in e. Oregon. Unusual reports included one at Florence, Lane, OR, June 10 (DPe); one at Atkins L., Douglas, WA, June 12 (G. & W. Hoge); one at Port Townsend, Jefferson, WA, June 29 (fide RR); one adult on Sauvie June 30 (M. Nebeker); one adult at Tillamook Bay, OR, July 12 (DB); and one adult at the Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA, July 30 (M. & MLD). Heermann's Gulls poured N again, and for the 3rd consecutive year the proportion of first-year birds was high (BT). They were first noted at New R., Coos, OR, June 4 (DL & KC). By July, very large numbers were in Washington: 1,170 at Grays Harbor July 13 (TW) and 2,950 at Whidbey I., Island, July 26 (SM). A pair of Glaucous-winged x Western Gull hybrids nested on a piling in the Willamette R. near Oregon City, for the 3rd breeding record in the valley (E. Specht, T. Janzen), with three juveniles observed July 25. They successfully bred here in 1993 and 1995. Counts of Arctic Tern peaked at 10 at the Port of Everett June 22 (SM), and juveniles were noted July 6 (AS) & 20 (SM), indicating successful breeding at their southernmost colony in the West. Four Forster's Terns at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR,

[bookmark: _GoBack]SA – Elegant Terns are a regular indicator of El Niño conditions in our Region. The 1983 event brought the first Washington records, and numbers did not appear again until 1990, not a classic El Niño, hut definitely a warm water year. They reappeared with the 1992 event, with a small echo flight in 1993 as El Niño conditions remained. The 1997 event brought large numbers north again. The first report was of two at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR, June 10 (DPe) and the only other June report was of five off Seal Rocks, Lincoln, OR, June 12 (DFi). Reports started increasing July 6, with 30 on the Lane and Lincoln coast (DH, J. Simmons). The sum of the peak counts on the Oregon coast was more than 330, with the highest count about 200 at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, July 29 (DM). In Washington, the first report was of 97 at O.S. July 16 (R. Sullivan), building to 125 July 19 (D. Wright). By July 20, two Elegant Terns were in Puget Sound, on Whidbey I. (C. McInerny), remaining through July 26 (SM). Sightings from other areas in Washington included one at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, July 17 (H. Gilmore), and 10 at Neah Bay and 10 at Sekiu, both Clallam and both July 22 (DFi). The Washington totals were about 150.
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SA – Common Murres had another disastrous breeding season, for their 7th consecutive year. Only the Tatoosh I., WA, population bred successfully (J. Parrish); the much larger Oregon colonies had very low reproduction and high adult mortality (remainder of this account from R. Lowe, USFWS). On June 9, the first indications of elevated adult mortality were reported from the beaches: immediately north of Coos Bay, and by June 12 reports were coming from Seal Rock on the central Oregon coast. By June 25, mortalities were reported from Leadbetter Pt. WA, north of the breeding colonies. This was the first indication of early northward migration. Observations of the Two Arches Rock colonies June 24 found no more than 2-3% of the birds returning to the colonies with fish, and no chicks were observed. Numerous adults in the vicinity were very stressed and appeared weak. On June 27, the murre colony at Gull Rock near Otter Rock was completely abandoned by the 22,000 murres that breed there. Meanwhile, beached bird counts continued to escalate. The June totals for 2 Oregon beaches exceeded all years prior to 1996 by a factor of 3 to 4. On June 26, over 20 fresh murre carcasses were near Pt, Grenville. WA and 50 were at Ocean Shores. The highest recorded density was June 30, when 123 carcasses were found on a 6.5 mi beach transect near Seaside, OR, exceeding the maximum rate ever at this location. The first dead juvenile was recorded in the Newport area July 7. Mortality of adults continued through July at the same pace in northern Oregon, while mortality from the Grays Harbor to Pt. Grenville area doubled in late July. Counts of large numbers of murres moving north along the northern Oregon coast at the end of July included 1,075 murres flying past the Columbia R. South Jetty during a one hour period! A July 30 boat survey from Tillamook Bay to Seaside found huge flocks of murres flying north, and only small numbers flying south carrying fish. No chicks on the water were seen; in a normal year, thousands would have been seen. Conditions on the southern Oregon coast for murres may have been better. There was high mortality in the Coos Bay area from early to mid-June, but it subsided after that. South of Coos Bay, mortality has apparently been very low. Chick production apparently occurred all along the southern Oregon coast, although production is likely below normal. At Bandon on July 2-3, numerous unattended murre chicks in the colonies were being killed and eaten by gulls, and 19 dead murre chicks were counted on the beach opposite the colonies.

July 3 (BTi) provided a very intriguing mid-summer record of this eastside species, especially as Black Terns are breeding nearby. A Least Tern at the S. Jetty of the Sins-law R., Lane, June 8 (†D. Schrouder, †P. Sherrell) represented the 4th Oregon record and the first since 1976. Black Tern breeding was confirmed again at F.R.R. when an adult was seen feeding a fledgling July 27 (A. & TM); this is the only known westside breeding colony. Remarkable numbers of Ancient Murrelets were seen along the Oregon coast, where they are unknown as breeders. Most were found by Fix during Marbled Murrelet surveys. Three were off Florence, Lane, June 12; one was off Devil's Elbow S.P., Lane, July 12; one was off Neahkahnie Mt., Tillamook, July 13; one was off Siletz Bay, Lincoln, July 14; and one was off Hunter Cr., Curry, July 17. Additionally, Merrifield had four at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, June 29, and two there July 13, and Lowe had an adult with a flying juvenile off Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, July 30. Cassin's Auklet numbers on the ocean off Washington were exceedingly low; Tweit saw about one per day off the Olympic Pen. July 14-18 and the July pelagic trips off Westport found a total of five (TW). Small numbers were displaced into the Strait of Juan de Fuca: two off Port Angeles, Clallam, July 7 (PL) and 15 off there July 19 (BT), and one in Admiralty Inlet July 8 (PL). They may have been displaced into onshore areas off Oregon, as both Fix and Lowe noted many close to shore throughout the summer. Two Horned Puffins at Harris Beach S.P., Curry, July 7 (CD) provided the 2nd summer record for the 1990s.

DOVES TO MIMIDS
A White-winged Dove at Pelican Beach on Cypress I., San Juan, July 19 (†K. Serres) will provide the 2nd Washington record, it accepted by the Washington Bird Records Committee. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Fields, Harney, June 11 (HN); most recent Oregon records of this vagrant are from this locale. Great Gray Owl breeding was noted at Shale City, Jackson, OR, with two young seen July 20 (PaSu) and at Havillah, Okanogan, WA, where a pair with young was seen June 21 (PtSu). There are still very few confirmed breeding records from Washington, all from the n. interior. Black Swifts were noted as usual at Salt Cr. Falls, Lane, the only known Oregon breeding location (m.ob.). A Red-naped Sapsucker at Easy Pass, Skagit, WA, July 2 (T. Aversa) was in an area of the N. Cascades where this eastside species seems to regularly cross the crest. Conversely, a mixed pair of Red-naped and Red-breasted sapsuckers feeding young at Cold Cr. Camp Ground, Deschutes, June 29 (J. Burns) was in an area of the Oregon Cascades where the westside species seems to regularly cross the crest. The Least Flycatcher tally was six, in-chiding an active nest at Holliday S.P., Grant, OR, June 20 (DH) and singles at Malheur June 3 (R. Smith); Bone Cr. Canyon, Malheur, OR, June 19 (M. & MLD); Curlew, Ferry, WA, June 19-24 (PtSu); and Page Springs Camp Ground, Harney, OR, June 23-24 (J. Wahlund). Several Ash-throated Flycatchers were found n. of the interior Umpqua Valley in Oregon, which is the limit of their usual westside range. One was at the Hwy 101 crossing of the Chetco R., Curry, OR, June 4 (B. Stewart); two were in Eugene, OR, June 5 (DG); one was at Portland, OR, June 29 (K. Jones); one was at Everett L., Skagit, WA, July 1 (G. Bletsch); and two were in appropriate looking breeding habitat on the s. side of Mt. Pisgah, near Eugene, July 8 (A. Prigge, H. Bartels). Western Kingbirds bred on the westside near Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR (JL), and near Dallas, Polk, OR (BTi), and singles were found in potential breeding areas at Marblemount, Skagit, WA, June 8 (SA) and at Spanaway, Pierce, WA, June 8 (TB). Eastern Kingbirds apparently prospecting on the westside were at Marblemount, Skagit, WA, June 8-22 (SA, BK); in Curry, OR, June 14 (T. Wahl) for the 3rd county record; at Friday Harbor, San Juan, WA, June 20 (SA); at Spencer I., Snohomish, WA, June 28 (SM); and at the Sandy R. mouth, Multnomah, OR, July 12 (R. Korpi). Bank Swallows apparently breed on the westside in the upper Skagit R. valley, as up to five were noted near Marblemount, Skagit, WA, in June (SA, BK), with a pair observed copulating June 8. One in the Puget lowlands at Spencer I., Snohomish, WA, June 1 (SM) resists categorization. A Clark's Nutcracker sighting on Orcas I., San Juan, WA, July 25 (BN) is equally puzzling. Misplaced corvids at Malheur included a Steller's Jay throughout the period and a W. Scrub-Jay June 1 for a first Malheur record (CH). Adult Bushtits with young along the
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Snake R at Morgan Cr. Canyon, Baker, June 22 (M. & MLD) probably represented a first county breeding record. Rock Wrens occasionally breed just w. of the Cascade crest; a family was in a clearcut near Breitenbush Mt., Marion, OR, July 6 (JL). A nesting pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers on Mt. Pisgah, near Eugene, Lane, OR, was confirmed July 12, when the nest was found (A. & TM). The nesting attempt, the first in the Willamette valley, was apparently unsuccessful as no adults were in attendance July 27, and 4 unhatched eggs were in the nest. Another gnatcatcher nest s.w. of Beulah Res., Malheur, OR, July 4 (E. Henze, M. LaFaive), may be the first for Malheur. The singing Gray Catbird at Oakridge, Lane, July 17-20 (DM, m ob ) provided the 2nd w. Oregon record. Breeding records for N. Mockingbird are still rare, so the nest with three young in Bone Cr. Canyon, Malheur, OR, June 20 (M. & MLD) was noteworthy. Other mockingbird records included one at Coos Bay, OR, June 5 (DL & KC); two at Vernita, Benton, WA, July 14 (PtSu); and one at Sisters, Deschutes, OR, July 15 (J. Glubka).

VIREOS TO FINCHES
Red-eyed Vireo records were notable for varying reasons. One at Jasper, Lane, OR, bred with a Cassin's Vireo, but the nest failed and the only egg in the nest appeared to be a cowbird's (m.ob.). Vagrants were at Malheur June 5 (CH) and at Harbor, Curry, OR, July 24 (DM). The rest of the vagrant list included a N. Parula at Malheur June 12 (M. & MLD); male Chestnut-sided Warblers at Lakeview, Lake, OR, June 2 (F. Isaacs) and at Newport, Lincoln, OR, June 22 (EH); male and female Black-and-white Warblers at Fields, Harney, OR, June 12-13 (Maitreya, M. & MLD); and a male Ovenbird at the s end of Upper Klamath L., Klamath, OR, June 23–July 12 (DV). A female Chestnut-sided Warbler with a brood patch netted near Lake of the Woods, Klamath, OR, July 14 (DV) furnished a very intriguing record. American Redstarts bred in the upper Skagit valley at County Line Ponds (G. Bletsch, D. Beaudette), with a nest found Tune 9 for the 2nd w. Washington breeding record. A male and a female were at Beaver Cr., Wasco, OR, June 28–July 13 (GG, MH, HN), there are few recent breeding records for the Oregon Cascades. Only two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were reported, at Bend, Deschutes, OR, June 8 (S. Walkley) and near Cape Ferrelo, Curry, OR, July 15 (J. Bischoff), well below last summer's total of nine. A pair of Blue Grosbeaks with two fledged young found n.w. of Brogan, Malheur; July 9 through the period (†F. Zeillemaker, m.ob.) provided a first Oregon breeding record, and only the 3rd state record. Lazuli Buntings are sparse w. Washington breeders: two at Scatter Cr., Thurston, Tune 12 (B. Shelmerdine) and one male at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, June 26 (JE) were locally rare. Indigo Buntings, annual vagrants, were widely reported from Oregon: a male at Denio Cr., Harney, June 14 (M. & MLD); a male at Portland June 20 (S. Nielsen); a male in the Trout Creek Mts., Harney, June 22 (E. Dale); one e. of Milton Freewater, Umatilla, July 4 (M. & MLD); and one at Forest Grove, Washington, July 20 (L. Ficere). An apparent Indigo x Lazuli hybrid was at Mt. Pisgah, near Eugene, OR, June 28 (M. Cutler, P. Vanderheul). A male Indigo was paired with a female Lazuli in Eugene in 1994. We now expect to find territorial male Clay-colored Sparrows annually in e. Washington; this summer's reports included one at Espanola, Spokane, June 7 (JA); two at Cameron Lake Rd., Okanogan, June 16 (PtSu); and up to three at the Spokane location where breeding has occurred for several years (JA). Brewer's Sparrows are rare at any season on the westside, so one on Tatoosh I., Clallarn, WA, June 4-5 (fide RR) was unexpected. Even more unexpected was the report of two on Lower Table Rock, Jackson, OR, July 18 (DV), especially since one had a brood patch! A mid-summer Vesper Sparrow on the outer coast is also surprising: One was at Bayocean, Tillamook, OR, July 19 (BTi). Black-throated Sparrow numbers show tremendous annual variation in e. Washington; this year's total of 11 reports is the 3rd highest summer total One was near Vantage, Kittitas (†B. Bell, PL) June 4-29 (PL); a singing male was on the Hanford Reach, Franklin, June 26 (JA); up to three singing males were in the Rattlesnake Hills, Yakima, June 28–July 12 (AS); five were at Wanapum Dam, Kittitas, July 14 (PtSu); and one was n. to Bridgeport, Douglas, July 20 (fide RR). Grasshopper Sparrows are rare breeders in w. Oregon. One was seen feeding a fledgling near Lower Table Rock, Jackson, July 18 (DV), and they were found breeding near ERR. (fide TM). We offer no context for reports of breeding plumaged male Lapland Longspurs at 2 different Lake, OR, locations—at Sycan Marsh June 13 (C. Miller) and at Hart Mt. July 11 (P. Vanderheul)— except to say it happens. The Tricolored Blackbird colony at Stanfield, Umatilla, OR, held 40 pairs June 7 (HN); this is the n.e. corner of their range. Yellow-headed Blackbirds breed sporadically on the westside. This summer, small numbers nested at Sauvie (DB) and nearby at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark (JE), and a family was seen at Baskett Slough N.W.R., OR, July 17 (BTi). Great-tailed Grackles went unreported this period; are they experiencing technical difficulties with their range expansion? Red Crossbills were common in the Wallowa Mts. July 12 (D. Herr) and in the Mt. Hood area July 26 (D. Lusthoff), but were almost absent in the lowlands of w. Washington (BT, SM). White-winged Crossbills staged a small invasion. The first report was one at Tiffany Mt., Okanogan, WA, June 15 (PtSu). There were many in the Wallowas n. of Tollgate, Union, OR, July 12 through the period (D. Herr, M. & MLD) and numbers were at Rainy Pass in late July (J. Duemmel). In the Oregon Cascades, a pair was s. of Melakwa L., s.w. of McKenzie Pass, Lane, July 28 (R. & K. Krabbe). Pine Siskin numbers seemed very low (HN, SM, BT). A male Lesser Goldfinch at Duvall, King, WA, July 1 (†B. Helmboldt) provided a first county record.

EXOTICS
The Monk Parakeet colony at the Portland, OR, airport was active this summer, and there were many reports from other parts of n.e. Portland in late July (HN).
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