Northwest Field Notes, Annotated, 1991-2000

1996

Autumn Migration, 1995

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND JEFF GILLIGAN
The fall precipitation began early, with heavy rains by Labor Day. The remainder of the fall was wetter than usual, terminating with flooding in the northwest part of the region at the end of November. This fall was remarkable for a tremendous variety of really rare birds, but otherwise migration was very ordinary. The spectacular list of rarities included Murphy's Petrel, Steller's Eider, Little Stint, White-winged Dove, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Northern Wheatear, and Yellow-throated Vireo. The Oregon coast beat the desert oases of southeast Oregon for the good warblers, an unusual turn of events. Abundance of many pelagic species remained low, which was particularly true of local breeders, migrants from the Arctic, and Sooty Shearwater.
[image: ]
Abbreviations: P.N.P. (Point No Point, Kitsap Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie L, Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).
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LOONS TO DUCKS
One Red-throated Loon at Saddle Mt., Grant, WA Nov. 12 (AS) was the only interior report. Six Pacific Loons, less than expected, were reported from the Columbia Basin Oct. 14+ (J. Tangren, WH, AS, SM). A Yellow-billed Loon at Blue L., Grant, Nov. 4+ (WH, m.ob.) provided the 3rd interior record for Washington, all since 1992. Coastal reports of Yellow-billed Loons included one at Salisbury Pt., Kitsap, WA Sept. 30+ (VN) and one at Sequim, Clallam, WA Nov. 30 (EK). A record number of fall reports of Clark's Grebe apart from breeding areas totaled 15; only eight of these were from coastal locations. The inland reports included five from reservoirs and lakes in the Cascade range: one at Agate L., Jackson, OR Sept. 6 (DC), one on Detroit Res., Marion, OR Nov. 14 (JL), one at Timothy L., Clackamas, OR Oct. 27 (PaSu), and two at Rimrock L., Yakima, WA Oct. 21 (N. LaFramboise). Black-footed Albatross were found in normal numbers off both Oregon and Washington; 212 off Westport Sept. 9 (TW) was the peak. The Laysan Albatross found dying on the beach at Lincoln City, Lincoln, OR Sept. 16 (fide HN) was the only report. Northern Fulmar counts off Westport, WA peaked at 540 Oct. 8 (TW), typical numbers for a good fall. An unprecedented movement of fulmar into Puget Sound began at the end of November; the first sightings were five at P.N.P. (VN) and one at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson (J. Hampton), both Nov. 29. The first documented fall record of Murphy's Petrel in the coastal n.e. Pacific was of two off Westport Aug. 31 (†TW, ph., m.ob.). The largest numbers of Buller's Shearwater since 1988 were found off Washington, with a peak of 477 Oct. 7 (BT). The Oregon peak was only 11 out of Newport Oct. 7 (GG). Oregon and Washington also had disparate counts of Sooty Shearwater, with ≤100,000 onshore in Oregon at S.J.C.R., Sept. 26 (MP), compared to a very low 6,600 pelagic trip peak off Washington Aug. 26 (TW). Encouragingly, that was a larger number than last year's peak of 2,250. At least three imm. Brown Pelicans appeared in Puget Sound, where they are always unusual, with sightings as far south as Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Aug. 22 (H. Fuss), n. to Picnic Pt., Snohomish, Sept. 24 (SM, and P.N.P., Oct. 13 (VN). On the outer coast, 15 were still at Coos Bay, Coos, OR Nov. 25 (RH). At least seven Great Egrets in the Puget Sound area, from Tacoma n. to Skagit (m.ob.) and ten at Dry Falls, Grant, WA Sept. 11 (JA, WH) were n. of their normal fall dispersal range. A pittance of Cattle Egrets, the lowest number since 1988, was reported. Two were found on the Oregon coast (RH), one on the Washington coast (TL), two in the Puget Sound lowlands (fide RR), and there was only one interior record (AS); virtually all the records were in November. Trumpeter Swans are scarce in w. Oregon: one at Eckman L., Lincoln, was present for the entire period (fide JG) and the regular wintering flock returned to Polk by mid-November (RH). Mute Swans, an increasing exotic, were reported from Dungeness, Clallam, WA all fall (BN) and at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA Nov. 11 (KK). Emperor Geese at Sauvie Oct. 31—Nov. 2 (JM) and at Carlton, Yamhill OR Nov. 18 (HN) were the only reports. The usual handful of Brant found inland included birds in the westside lowlands at Sauvie and nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., Oct. 24—Nov. 2 (JM, EA) and at Woodland, Cowlitz, WA Nov. 8 (EA). More unusual were three in the interior at Stratford I.., Douglas, WA Sept. 26 (AS). The Canada Goose surveys of the lower Columbia R. found only 210 "Duskies" in the Vancouver—Woodland area and 28,000 "Cackling" in the same area (JE). These numbers fit the recent trend of very depressed numbers of Duskies and elevated numbers of Cackling geese. One Eur. Green-winged Teal was at Kent, King, WA Oct. 23+ (PtSu). A female Blue-winged Teal with seven half-grown young at Lincoln City, Lincoln, Aug. 29 (DF) provided a rare coastal breeding record for Oregon. A male Steller's Eider at the W.W.R.D., Sept. 9-13 (†M. & MLD, ph., m.ob.) represented the 2nd Washington record and the first occurrence in the interior of the lower 48. Other sea duck numbers from the interior were relatively normal, except two Harlequin Duck reports in the Columbia Basin: one at Lower Coulee Lakes, Grant, WA Sept. 24 (AS) and three at Soap L., Grant, WA Oct. 1 (AS). Normal numbers of inland reports for Oldsquaw totaled five, with 13 Surf Scorers and 13 White-winged Scoters.

KITES TO PHALOROPES
A census of Turkey Vulture migration over the Strait of Juan de Fuca Sept. 24 found >700 birds (D. MacRae). Eight sightings of Osprey in November from the Willamette Valley, the Umpqua Valley, and along the Oregon coast (m.ob.) were a good indication that more individuals are remaining later than in previous decades, when the population was smaller. The nesting pair of Osprey in Pasco, WA fledged three young (BW); this is the first nesting in the Tri-Cities area in at least 30 years. Improved numbers of White-tailed Kite were noted: eight at Denman W.M.A., Jackson, OR Nov. 3 (HS) was the largest concentration. There was a good showing along the coast, with nine in Tillamook in November and birds as far north as Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA Sept 2 (SM, BT). In s.w. Washington, birds were reported from the Pacific and Wahkiakum locations where they are regular Reports from unusual locales included one in the s. Cascades near Fish L., Jackson, OR Aug. 15 (E. Setterberg), one at Woodland, Cowlitz, WA Nov. 2 (†JE), one at Centralia, Lewis, WA Nov. 19 (PtSu), and two at LaGrande, Pierce, WA Nov. 19 (TB). Red-shouldered Hawk numbers continue to improve, with 4 reports n. of their usual range in w. Oregon (MN, BTi, HN, J. Beckman) and one from the interior at LaPine, Deschutes, OR Sept. 18 (SRu). The southernmost Gyrfalcon reports were from Baskett Slough N.W.R Polk, OR Nov. 9-10 (†BTi) and Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR Nov 11-18 (BK). The count of 3,860 Sandhill Crane at Sauvie and nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., Oct. 11 is the highest since surveys began in 1991 (JE). Improved numbers of golden-plovers were reported, primarily from w. Washington. The total of about 150 was evenly divided between unidentified birds, Americans, and Pacifics. A Pacific Golden-Plover, well described in close comparison with an American at Atkins L., Douglas, WA Sept. 8 (†JA), provided one of the first acceptable interior records for Washington. Black-necked Stilts at Portland Sept. 4 (S. Butt) and Am. Avocets at Stanwood, Snohomish, WA Sept. 4 (SM), at Nehalem, Tillamook, OR Sept 9-14 (DB et al.), five at Sauvie Sept 19-23 (JG, DB), and two at Coos Bay, Coos, OR Sept. 30 (T. Kenefick) were regular fall stragglers to the westside. Solitary Sandpiper reports were above average in w Oregon, but not w. Washington. Fifteen reports from e. Washington was unremarkable. Most of the reports were from August, as is typical: singles at Forest Grove, Washington, OR Oct. 1 (DL) and Spencer I., Snohomish, WA Oct. 8 (SM) were late. A tattler, reported as a Wandering, found inland at Kirtland Rd., Jackson, OR Oct. 15 (T. Phillips) was later than any coastal sighting and an inland rarity An Upland Sandpiper at Leadbetter Pt , Pacific, WA Aug. 20 (BTh, JC) represented the 4th fall record in the last 5 years, 
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there were no fall records in the previous decade. The imm. Hudsonian Godwit near Florence, Lane, OR Aug. 6 (DB) was the only report of the rarest of the 3 godwits in the Region. An ad. Bar-tailed God-wit at O.S. remained in alternate plumage Aug. 5 (D. Wright, M. Ahearn) and an immature was at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Sept. 27—Nov. 19 (BSu et al., ph.). Marbled Godwit were still present on the Oregon coast Oct. 8: four were at Bandon, Coos (AC), and five were at Siletz Bay, Lincoln (PaSu). In Washington, birds at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, Aug. 16-21 (BW) and the W.W.R.D., Aug. 20-21 (AS, BW) were interior rarities. On the coast, the peak count of the wintering population at Tokeland, Pacific, was 440 Oct. 7 (SM), one of the highest totals ever reported there. Red Knots are rare in the interior; an adult was at W.W.R.D., Aug. 15 (SRa), an immature was at Atkins L., Douglas, WA Aug. 26 (SRa), and another was at W.W.R.D., Sept. 7 (M. & MLD). At least 18 Semipalmated Sandpiper were reported from e. Washington and 16 from w. Washington. Photographs of a Little Stint at S.J.C.R., Aug. 10-11 (MP, HN) are being examined by the Oregon Records Committee to determine whether this provides the 3rd record for Oregon. Stepnewski found 105 Baird's Sandpiper at Atkins L., Douglas, WA Aug. 27 for one of the higher counts ever recorded in the Region. A few Baird's remained late: one at S.J.C.R., Oct. 1 (HN), two on the Waterville Plateau, Douglas, WA Oct. 1 (AS), and one at W.W.R.D., Oct. 13 (M. & MLD). Pectoral Sandpiper numbers were undistinguished, with most localities peaking at ten or less. The number of Sharp-tailed Sandpiper reports was also low; they included singles at O.S., Sept. 10-15 (M. & MLD), at Everett, Snohomish, WA Oct. 16-23 (SM), and Dungeness, Clallam, WA Oct. 24 (BN). Stilt Sandpiper numbers were below average, with 11 in e. Washington, five in w. Washington, and seven in w. Oregon. Buff-breasted Sandpiper numbers recovered somewhat from their absence last fall. Three in Oregon included birds at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, Aug. 27-30 (DM et al.), the North Spit, Coos Bay, Coos, Sept. 9 (BK), and the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, Aug. 31 (TM). In Washington, ≤four were at O.S., Aug. 20—Sept. 5 (PtSu et al.). All 4 Ruff reports were from the westside: at Bandon, Coos, OR Sept. 3 (JG), at Tillamook, OR Aug. 26 (†), at Seattle Sept. 1-2 (R. Stogsdill, m.ob.) for a first King record, and at O.S., Sept. 4 (D. Jennings). For 6 consecutive years, Red-necked Phalarope numbers on the ocean have been poor; the peak pelagic trip total was 105 off Westport Aug. 12 (TW). Coastal and inland counts were also low, with 300 at P.N.P., Sept. 8 (VN) the highest reported. Red Phalarope numbers were also lousy: Four off Westport Oct. 7 (BT) topped the pelagic counts, and none was reported from the interior.

JAEGERS TO OWLS
Pomarine Jaeger numbers improved from the previous 2 falls with peak pelagic counts of 77 off Westport Aug. 26 (TW) and coastal counts of 15 at the N. Jetty, Pacific, WA Sept. 2 (SM, BT). Pelagic counts of Parasitic Jaeger remained in the single digits (TW), but Puget Sound counts -were average or better, with a peak of 37 at P.N.P., Sept. 19 (VN). None was reported from the interior. Thirteen Long-tailed Jaegers off Newport, OR Aug. 20 was the highest pelagic total reported (GG); there were an unusual number of coastal and interior reports. One was at Richland, Benton, WA Sept. 7 (D. Rockwell), an adult was at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA Sept. 13 (J. Anderson), an adult was at Kingston, Kitsap, WA Oct. 7 (fide RR), and an immature was at P.N.P., Oct. 23 (VN). To complete the litany, S. Polar Skua numbers were also down: Three off Westport Oct. 7 (BT) was the peak. Franklin's Gull numbers declined after showing some signs of increase last fall. Western Oregon had two: one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, July 30—Aug. 6 (DF) and one at Tillamook Oct. 29 (P. Muuller, L. Weiland). Eastern Washington had one at W.W.R.D., Sept. 9—Oct. 9 (M. & MLD), and w. Washington reports totaled nine. An ad. Little Gull was at the regular haunts at P.N.P., Nov. 5 (VN). Two unusual inland records of Heermann's Gull were a first-year at Roosevelt, Klickitat, WA Oct. 15 (LG) and a sub-adult at Richland, Benton, WA Oct. 25 (R. Fischer). A Mew Gull at Kennewick, Benton, WA Sept. 21 was early for the interior (BW), and another at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 25 (AS) was the only other interior report. At least four Thayer's Gulls were found in the Columbia Basin: an adult at Roosevelt, Klickitat, WA Oct. 28 (LG), one at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 5 (†AS), one at Blue L., Grant, WA Nov. 12 (KK), and one at Ice Harbor Dam, Franklin, WA Nov. 26 (AS). Rounding out the large gulls inland were W. Gulls at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 5 (†AS), two at John Day Dam, Klickitat, WA Nov. 24 (SM), and five at McNary Dam, Benton, WA Nov. 26 (AS). A Western x Glaucous-winged Gull near Tou Velle S.P., Jackson, was a rarity for the Rogue Valley (E. Pugh, HS). The only Glaucous Gull report came from Pt. Roberts, Whatcom, WA Nov. 11 (PtSu), indicating a poor winter. Two inland reports of Black-legged Kittiwake were from the Columbia R., a first-year at White Bluffs, Grant, WA Oct. 22 (†AS) and one downstream at John Day and the Dalles dams Nov. 24-26 (SM, WC). Eight were from Puget Sound: a first-year at P.N.P., Nov. 10 (VN), six adults at Sekiu, Clallam, WA Nov. 12 (BN), and one at Tacoma, Pierce, Nov. 13 (M. Roening). This represented an unusual number away from the outer coast. Inland Sabine's Gull numbers were similarly high, while pelagic totals were low. The inland numbers were topped by three immatures at Richland, Benton, WA Sept. 7 (BW); other reports were one immature at W.W.R.D., Sept. 8-10 (M. & MLD), one at Soap L., Grant, WA Sept. 10 (AS), two immatures at Winthrop, Okanogan, WA Sept. 15 (P. Moorhead), one immature at Bainbridge I., Kitsap, WA Sept. 3 (D. Marshall), and one at P.N.P., Sept. 8 (VN). The peak pelagic count was 18 off Westport Aug. 12 (†). Fall Elegant Tern numbers continue to decrease annually: Two were at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Aug. 26 (A. Floyd), one was at O.S., Aug. 13 (BSu), five were at Alsea Bay, Lincoln, OR Sept. 5 (DF), one adult was at Gold Beach, Curry, OR Sept. 10 (AC), and two were at S.J.C.R., Sept. 10 (HN). Common Terns were sparingly reported; the peak count was 800 at P.N.P., Aug. 24 (VN) and the only inland report was one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Sept. 7 (BTi). Arctic Tern numbers were low offshore, with a peak of eight off Westport Aug. 12 (TW), but there were an unusual number of Oregon coastal reports. They included two at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, Aug. 6 (PaSu), one at Alsea Bay, Lincoln, Aug. 28—Sept. 5 (DF), one at Bandon, Coos, Sept. 3 (JG), and two at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Sept. 10 (S. Dowlan). A Forster's Tern at Minto near Salem, Polk, OR Aug. 17 (D. Pederson) provided the usual single westside report. Similarly, Black Terns were at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR Aug. 9 (K. Merrifield), at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR Aug. 20 (RK), three at Renton, King, WA Aug. 17 (JiF), at P.N.P., Sept. 9 (VN), at Possession Pt., Island WA Sept. 10 (SM) and at P.N.P., Sept. 20 (VN). There were 36 Marbled Murrelet at Cape Meares, Tillamook, OR Sept. 9, a good number for that location (JJ, DB). Two Xantus' Murrelets reported 40 mi off Newport, OR Oct. 7 (GG et al.) provided 
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about the 2nd fall report for the decade. The Ancient Murrelet peak in Puget Sound was a healthy 305 at P.N.P., Nov. 5 (VN), and on the Oregon coast a heavy migration was noted throughout November (JG). Cassin's Auklet have become less unusual in Puget Sound, but they are still noteworthy: One was off Port Townsend, Jefferson, Nov. 12 (RRi) and one was at P.N.P., Nov. 13 (VN). A Band-tailed Pigeon w. of Richland, Benton, WA Oct. 1 (BRi) was a vagrant into the Columbia Basin. The White-winged Dove at Brookings, Curry, Oct. 5-11 provided Oregon's 4th record (J. Sheldon et al.). The Burrowing Owl that has wintered near Halsey, Linn, OR for 2 previous winters arrived Oct. 31 (RH, H. Herlyn). Wandering Barred Owls included one at North Plains, Washington, OR Sept. 10 (C. Gutmann) and two at Palouse Falls S.P., Franklin, WA Oct. 7 (M. & MLD). A Great Gray Owl near Ruch, Jackson, in the Siskiyou Mts., Nov. 30 was w. of its usual range in the Cascades (K. Chambliss). Boreal Owls were found at 3 locations in the Blue Mts.: above Tollgate, Umatilla, OR Oct. 6 (C. Corder), at Tablerock Lookout, Columbia, WA Aug. 27 (PtSu, (KK) and at Mt. Misery, Garfield, WA Oct. 1 (PtSu, KK). One was reported from the North Cascades at Hart's Pass, Okanogan, Aug. 5 (D. Stephens).

SWIFTS TO FINCHES
Black Swifts are rarely detected as migrants in Oregon: Singles were seen at Howard Prairie Res., Jackson, Aug. 23 (R. Thowless) and at Sutherlin, Douglas, Oct. 1 (KW). A Broad-tailed Hummingbird at Washougal, Skamania, Aug. 1-3 (†WC) would provide the first Washington record, if accepted. There were 3 very late records of Rufous/Allen's type hummingbirds: at Medford, Jackson, OR Oct. 10 (S. Janes), at Richland, Benton, WA Nov. 4 (fide T. Greager), and at Harbor, Curry, OR Nov. 28 (DM). Lewis' Woodpecker reports appeared to be on the increase after several scarce years. They were common in the Rogue Valley and adjacent foothills in September, but were scarce thereafter (HS). Four were found in Josephine Nov. 2, where they are normally hard to find, and scattered sightings from the mid-Willamette Valley from late September+ were improved numbers over recent yeast. One near Lester, King, Aug. 26 (EH) represented a first recent county report. The small population of Acorn Woodpeckers in Washington that was thought to have vanished was relocated near Lyle, Klickitat in October (M. & MLD, m.ob.). The area showed signs of several years of woodpecker habitation. A Three-toed Woodpecker, found on the trail to Red L., on the w. border of Klamath Oct. 8 (DC, HS) was at the very s. end of their range in the Oregon Cascades. A Least Flycatcher was at Washtucna, Adams, WA Sept. 29 (KK) for the only fall report. Five reports of Say's Phoebe in w. Oregon was above average: two near Ashland, Jackson, Oct. 29 (K. Wagner, P. Trail), one at Sutherlin, Douglas, Sept. 21 (KW), one near Corvallis (MN), and one at S.J.C.R, Sept. 9 (A. Emlibn). Three Ash-throated Flycatcher reports from w. Oregon was also above average: one at Whaleshead, Curry, Sept. 2 (J. Bischoff), one at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, Aug. 20 (RK), and one at S.J.C.R., Aug. 25 (MP). Four Tropical Kingbird records from the coast are the largest fall total since 1986: one at Cape Blanco, Curry, OR Oct. 5 (CD), one at O.S., Oct. 16 (BW), one near Florence, Lane, OR Nov. 18-24 (TR et al.), and one at S.J.C.R., Nov. 27 (J. Epstein). A Tropical Kingbird photographed at Malheur N.W.R. on the very early date of Sept. 27 (D. Herr, S. Jones) provided an amazing record; it may be the farthest inland record of a fall dispersant. Probably eclipsing that sighting was the Fork-tailed Flycatcher at Chinook, Pacific, WA Sept. 12-13 (B. Ramsey, T. Kroha, m.ob., ph.). This was the first record for the Region. At least ten Bank Swallows were reported from the westside, about normal, and on the eastside one at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Oct. 13 (M. & MLD) was quite late. Other late dates for swallows included a Cliff Swallow at Forest Grove, Washington, OR Nov. 19 (DL) and a Barn Swallow at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR Nov. 18 (JL). A hybrid Cliff x Barn Swallow was at Deer Lagoon, Island WA Aug. 20 (†SM, RR). Blue Jay numbers were low, providing a strong contrast to last fall. The only reports were one in Seattle, WA Nov. 10-18 (E. Peaslee) and two near North Bend, King, WA Nov. 25 (fide RR). A Scrub Jay at Goldendale, Klickitat, Aug. 26 (D. Paulson) was at the e. limit of its Washington range, and two in Kitsap in October (fide RR, VN) were at their n.w. limit. The White-breasted Nuthatch at Belfair, Mason, WA Sept. 5 (PtSu) was a new location, while two at the Flatt Basin, Pierce, Oct. 23 (PtSu) were at their only remaining breeding location in the Puget lowlands. Bewick's Wrens at Colfax, Whitman, and Potholes, Grant, Oct. 2 (PtSu, KK) indicate that their range expansion in e. Washington is continuing. W. Bluebirds had a successful nesting season in the mid-Willamette valley; 403 young were banded on the Corvallis Blue bird Trail (E. Eltzroth). An imm. Northern Wheatear at Tillamook Oct. 28 (JC, BTh, ph. †JJ) provided Oregon's 3rd report. Five N. Mockingbirds were reported from the expected places, one in the Rogue valley (DM) and two on the Oregon coast (C. Roberts, TJ, E. Specht); the pair that bred at Vernita, Grant, WA were last reported Aug. 5 (G. Hendrickson). A Brown Thrasher at Tigard, Washington, OR Nov. 9 (R. Rolfe) was the only report of this almost annual vagrant. Two Bohemian Waxwings appeared with Cedars near Salem, Marion, OR Oct. 23 (JL); they are always rare in the Willamette Valley. In the interior, they began appearing in November, as usual. The Loggerhead Shrike that has wintered for 4 consecutive years in Jackson, OR reappeared Oct. 27 (HS). There were several early arrival dates for N. Shrike in w Washington: at Seattle Sept. 22 (E. Newbold) and at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, Sept 28 (P. Hotlen). Their numbers were comparatively low. The Yellow-throated Vireo at Spencer I., Snohomish, Oct. 26-28 (†KA, m.ob , ph.) provided the first Washington record A Solitary Vireo at the same location Nov 12 (RSa, J. Fryers) was very late. The "Eastern" Solitary Vireo at Seattle Sept. 8 was the first report of this subspecies for Washington (†KA); there are several recent Oregon records. The only Tennessee Warbler reported was one at Seattle Sept. 8-9 (†KA). A Nashville Warbler at Brookings, Curry, OR Nov. 1 (FH) was late, although there are previous November records. The best vagrant warbler reports were all from the Oregon coast: a Chestnut-sided Warbler netted and photographed Sept. 28 at Cape Blanco, Curry (D. Vroman, S. Hootman); a Magnolia Warbler at Seaside, Clatsop, Oct. 1 (JG); a female Black-throated Blue Warbler netted and photographed at Cape Blanco Oct. 5 (CD, J. Blithe); and a Prairie Warbler at Brookings, Curry, Oct 12 (FH, DM). A male Black-throated Gray Warbler at Richland, Benton, WA Oct. 4 (BW) was unusually far east. Palm Warblers were found in their normal small numbers along the Oregon coast; there were no Washington reports. The Brewer's Sparrows on Sugarloaf Mt., Polk, in the Oregon Coast Range Sept. 2-3 (BTi) and at W.W.R.D., Sept. 7 (M. & MLD) were both locally rare. A Chipping Sparrow was late in Brookings, Curry, OR Nov. 25-26 (CD et al.), along with the only fall report of Clay-colored Sparrow. Vesper Sparrows are unusual migrants on the outer coast Singles were at Tillamook, OR Oct. 29 (H. Gilmore) and at S.J.C.R., Oct. 22 (SRu). Swamp Sparrows were reported in 
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the customary small numbers along the Oregon coast, seven were found in w. Washington, and none was reported from the interior. Only three Harris' Sparrow were reported, a very low fall total: singles at Waldport, Lincoln, OR Nov. 2-18 (D. & B. Mahler), at Copper Cr., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 4 (M. & MLD), and at Spencer I., Snohomish, WA Oct. 30 (S. Atkinson). It was a better-than-average year for Snow Bunting on the westside. Small numbers were found on the Oregon n. coast in November (J. Simmons, A. McGie). Two at Harbor, Curry, OR Nov. 19 were rare that far south (DM), one on Mary's Peak, Benton, OR Nov. 18 was rare in the Coast Range (BK et al.), six near Halsey, Linn, OR Nov. 11 were rare in the Willamette Valley (TR et al.), and 33 at the Samish Flats, Skagit, WA Nov. 12 (GB) were the largest westside count. The peak interior count was a healthy 300 at Harrington, Lincoln, WA Nov. 5 (JA). Fall reports of Bobolink are unexpected; there were 5 this season: singles at Atkins L., Douglas, WA Aug. 27 (AS) and Seattle Sept. 5 (JiF), one banded at Sequim, Clallam, WA Sept. 12 (EK), another at Seattle Oct. 1-2 (BSu), and one in Newport, Lincoln, OR Nov. 12-16 (C. Philo et al.). Single Rusty Blackbirds were at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Sept. 24 (B. Boekelheide) and at Seattle Oct. 31 (KA). Juvenile Yellow-headed Blackbirds, rare westside breeders, were found at Deer Lagoon, Island WA Aug. 19 (SM, RR), confirming breeding there. The White-winged Cross-bill invasion that began in the summer continued through the fall, but was still confined to Washington. Birds were reported from all the n. mountain ranges in numbers ≤40 (m.ob.); ten at Stephens Pass, King, Sept. 30 (KK, PtSu) were the farthest south. A Com. Redpoll at a L. Oswego, Clackamas, OR feeder Nov. 25 (M. Craig) was very unusual on the west-side. Reports of Lesser Goldfinch from 2 Klickitat locations through November indicate that the Washington population persists (RR, SM, AS).

Initialed observers, with subregional editors in boldface: Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Eric Anderson, David Bailey, Barb Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Dick Cronberg, John Crowell, Mike & Merry L. Denny, Colin Dillingham, Joe Engler, Darrell Faxon, Jim Flynn, Linda Gilbert, Greg Gilson, Warren Hall, Rich Hoyer, Fred Hummel, Eugene Hunn, Tim Janzen, Jim Johnson, Robert Kelsh, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner (Clarkston area), Eugene Kridler, Brian Kruse, John Lundsten, Donna Lusthoff, Tom & Alison Mickel (Lane), Steve Mlodinow, J. Morawski, Don Munson, Mark Nebeker, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob Norton, Mike Patterson, Scott Ray (SRa), Ted Regier, Russell Rogers (Washington), Skip Russell (SRu), Howard Sands (Rogue valley), Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Bob Sundstrom, Bill Thackaberry (BTh), Bill Tice (BTi), Terry Wahl, Kay Wilson, Bob Woodley.

The Winter Season, 1995-96

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND JIM JOHNSON
Seattle had its wettest winter since record-keeping began in 1942. Accordingly, the Region experienced three major Hood events: in the northern half of Region at the beginning of season, on the middle coast at the end of December, and throughout the Region in February. Two storms in December brought very high winds to the central coast, producing a Leach's Storm-Petrel and Red Phalarope wreck, and notable records of Laysan Albatross, Northern Fulmar, Mottled Petrel, and Cook's Petrel. Temperatures remained generally moderate throughout the season, so there were a substantial number of lingering species. The fall display of rarities continued through the winter, with several first state records.

Abbreviations: P.N.P. (Point-No-Point, Kit-sap Co., WA); Ridgefield (Ridgefield N.WR., Clark Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie Columbia Co., OR).
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LOONS TO WATERFOWL
More Red-throated Loon reports than normal from freshwater locations on the westside included one on Roslyn L., Clackamas, OR Dec. 3-11 (TJ), one at Salem, OR Dec. 16-17 (SD), one at the mouth of the Clackamas R., Multnomah, OR Dec. 31—Jan. 27 (TJ, et al.), one at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR. Jan. 1-2 (TM), two at Woodland, Cowlitz, WA Jan. 1 (JE), one at Scoggins Valley Park, Washington, OR Jan. 14-25 (PaSu), one at Beaverton, Washington, OR Jan. 21 (R. Forbes), and one at Elma, Grays Harbor, WA Feb. 13 (B. &GR). The only Pacific Loon report from fresh water was one at Vancouver L., Clark, WA Dec. 13 (R. Korpi). The Yellow-billed Loon found in the fall in the interior at Blue L., Grant, WA was last seen Dec. 25 (MD). Saltwater reports totaled six, and included singles at Winchester Bay, Douglas, OR Dec. 22 (KG), Coos Bay, OR Dec. 17 (TK, S. Langenstein), Dungeness Spit, Clallam, WA Dec. 16 (EH), Ediz Hook, Clallam, WA Dec. 20 (M. Houston), Gamble Bay, Kitsap, WA Jan. 16 (VN), and Sequim Bay, Clallam, WA Jan. 20—Feb. 10 (AS, BBo). Red-necked Grebes are scarce winterers in the Columbia Basin; singles were at Priest Rapids, Yakima, WA Dec. 2 (AS, KK), at Walla Walla, Walla Walla, WA Dec. 22 (MD), at Blue L., Grant, WA Dec. 29 (D. Rockwell), and at Clarkston, Asotin, WA Jan. 1-7 (DG). Ten reports of Clark's Grebe is above average: One was at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA Dec. 2-5 (DBe), three were at Seattle, WA Dec. 4 (RiR) and one there Dec. 16 (B. Freeman), one was at Vancouver L., Clark, WA Dec. 23 (WC), one was at Everett, Snohomish, WA Dec. 30 (SM), one was at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Jan. 14 (DM), one was at Pt. Roberts, Whatcom, WA Jan. 21 (SM), one was at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, OR Jan. 26—Feb. 2 (DM), and one was at P.N.P., Feb. 5 (VN).
Thirty Black-footed and Laysan albatross each were seen off the s. Washington coast between Astoria and Grays Canyons Dec. 3 (RiR), and three Laysan were found dead on n. Oregon beaches: at Oceanside, Tillamook, Dec. 2 (FS) and Clatsop Beach, Clatsop, Dec. 3 (MP) and Jan. 1 (MP). These are unusually high winter albatross numbers. There was a heavy mortality of N. Fulmar along the Oregon coast from late November—mid December (RL et al.); representative counts included 25 dead on Bayocean Beach, Tillamook, Dec. 1 (CR) and many dead on Tillamook beaches Dec. 2 (FS). Simultaneously, large numbers were seen in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and Admiralty Inlet, including one—two at P.N.P., Dec. 1-2 (VN), five at Ediz Hook, Clallam, Dec. 2 (BN, BBo), 60 in the Strait of Juan de Fuca Dec. 4 (RiR), one off Sequim, Clallam, Dec. 15 (BN), and one off Dungeness Spit, Clallam, Dec. 16 (EH). A live bird on Netarts Bay Jan. 19 (CR) was the last of the winter sightings. A Mottled Petrel found dead on Oceanside Beach, Tillamook, OR Dec. 1 (CR, *) and three seen offshore between Astoria and Grays Canyons Dec. 3 (†RiR) provided the first Regional records since 1993. A Cook's Petrel found dead on the beach at Grayland, Pacific, Dec. 15 (C. Strohmeyer, R. Droker, * to University of Washington) provided a first record for Washington. Very few Short-tailed Shearwaters were reported in comparison with the other tubenoses: eight were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR Dec. 2 (TS) and one was at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA Jan 15 (DBe). Several Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were reported: two off P.N.P., Dec. 4 (RiR), one at Ediz Hook, Clallam, WA Dec. 16 (BN), one at Astoria, Clatsop, OR Jan. 31 (MP), and six were at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR and one at Waldport, Lincoln, as late as Feb. 23 (SD, WT). Less expected was the remarkable invasion of Leach's Storm-Petrels in Puget Sound in mid-December; the first was seen off Seattle Dec. 14 (DBe), and singles were off Tacoma, Pierce, Dec. 15 (M. Roening) and in Budd Inlet, Thurston, Dec. 16 (MN). The only multiple count was ten off Tacoma, Pierce, Dec. 18 (PtSu). At least one remained off Seattle through Dec. 27 (J. Tangren). One on Padilla Bay, at Bayview S.P., Skagit, Jan. 9 (SM) represented the only n. Puget Sound record, and two at Naselle, Pacific, WA Dec. 12 (AR) provided the only coastal records. Two Brown Pelican were flying N past Harbor, Curry, OR Dec. 18 (DM) and one remained very late at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA Feb. 19 (BW). There were >42 Great Egret reported from n.w. Oregon and another 14 from s.w. Washington. The species is remaining later, in larger numbers, and farther north each year. The only Cattle Egret report was at Grants Pass, Josephine, OR (fide HS); the fall flight was scanty. The midwinter count of Tundra Swan in the Columbia R. bottomlands from Portland, OR to Longview, WA Jan. 10 (JE) totaled 4,100. Up to 2,500 Snow Geese wintering at Sauvie apparently exhibited continual interchange with the large Puget Sound population (HN), which could indicate that the "Blue Goose" found at Post Office L., Clark, WA Jan. 7 (SM) and at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA Jan. 27 (EH) were the same bird. Winter Ross' Geese records are increasing in frequency; the 5 reports were higher than any previous winter total They included one immature at Post Office L., Clark, WA Dec. 3—Feb. 3 (WC, †JE), one at Samish Flats, Skagit; WA Jan 28—Feb. 22 (†BS, m.ob.), one at Pacific City, Tillamook, OR Feb. 8 with "Aleutian" Canada Geese (RL); one at Ashland, Jackson, OR Feb. 5 (fide AF), and one, probably an early migrant, at McNary N.WR., Walla Walla, WA Feb. 28 (BW) The number of Emperor Goose reports dropped from 6 last winter back to 2: one in Multnomah, OR from late December+ (m.ob., fide HN, J. Olson) and one at Salem, OR Feb. 29 (fide BBe). Three reports of "Eur." Green-winged Teal is near average: at Scoggins Valley Park, Washington, OR Jan. 12 (G. Gilson), at Everett, Snohomish, WA Jan. 15 (KK), and at Kent, King, WA Jan. 21 (D. Veit) A male N. Pintail x Mallard hybrid was at Blaine, Whatcom, WA Dec. 2 (†SM). Six Cinnamon Teal reports was above average 2 pairs at Independence, Polk, OR Dec 13 (WT), one at Willapa N.W.R., Pacific, WA Dec. 31 (HG), and a male at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR Feb. 14 (fide HN) Ring-necked Ducks appeared to be in well above-normal numbers in w. Oregon (HN), and counts of 33 at Priest Rapids, Yakima, Dec. 2 (AS, KK) and 460 at Everett, Snohomish, Dec. 31 (SM) indicate the same about Washington. A female Tufted Duck at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA Jan. 12 (G. & WH) provided the only report; we urge caution in identifying females, as hybrids are regular. An imm. male King Eider at the Hastie L. Boat Landing, Island, Dec. 24 (E. Deal, m.ob.) remained to Feb. 19 for the first Washington record since 1990. A Harlequin Duck hit by a car at Richland, WA Dec. 1 (fide BW) provides the only Benton record, and one at Walla Walla, Walla Walla, WA Jan. 13 (DG) was a local rarity.

RAPTORS TO ALCIDS
Eleven Turkey Vultures were reported, all from Oregon, and 6 Osprey reports came primarily from Oregon. Both species appear to be changing their status to rare, but regular, wintering species. White-tailed Kite numbers were good in Oregon, highlighted by 60 in the Rogue valley in December (fide JJ). In s.w. Washington, nine were found in their accustomed locales. Red-shouldered Hawks are increasing in frequency: An adult wintered on upper Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR (WT, m.ob.), two wintered at Ridgefield (HN, †JE), and the count of 19 in the Coquille 
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Valley, Coos, in December (fide AC) must represent a record high for Oregon. Four "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks, a scarce annual visitor, were found: at Two Rivers W.M.A., Snohomish, WA Jan. 10 (SM), Ebey I., Snohomish, WA Jan. 10 (SM), Samish Flats, Skagit, WA Feb. 25 (SA), and Ridgefield Feb. 26 (JE). Two Ferruginous Hawks were found in the Rogue Valley, OR, where they may be annual in winter: in-the Applegate Valley, Josephine, Dec. 22 and n. of Lower Table Rock, Jackson, Jan. 22 (fide HS). One at Burbank, Walla Walla, WA Dec. 26 (BW) was in an area where they occasionally winter. Rough-legged Hawks were found in moderate numbers in the interior, with a peak count of 22 on the Waterville Plateau, Douglas, WA Dec. 10 (AS), but they were quite scarce on the westside, with five reported. Two Golden Eagles were found on the westside, lower than last winter's six: at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Jan. 5 (AM) and near Bayview, Skagit WA Feb. 4-16 (SA, PtSu). Gyrfalcon numbers were outstanding (15 total!). Three were in w. Oregon: at the S Jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, Dec. 13+ (MP et al.), in the Finley N.W.R. and Corvallis area, Benton, all winter (RH, et al.), and at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, Jan. 1 (DVB). Eastern Washington Gyrfalcon reports included ≥three from Douglas (MD, BT, RiR), two from Lincoln (JA), two from Grant (JA), and one at Moxee, Yakima, Jan. 30-Feb. 1 (DB, AS). On Washington's westside, at least one was in Skagit (m.ob.), one was at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, Feb. 15 (KK), one was at Seattle Feb. 15 (RR), and one was at Long Beach, Pacific, Feb. 24 (J. Bent). More than 300 Sandhill Cranes wintered in the Sauvie and Ridgefield area, providing a higher-than-normal number (JJ, HN, M. Stern). Two records of Pacific Golden-Plover provided the 5th and 6th recent winter records for the Region. One was near Corvallis, Benton, OR Dec. 21 (TS, PMu, LW, m.ob.) and the bird that wintered on the Samish Flats, Skagit, WA Jan. 1-Feb. 19 (G. Toffic, m.ob.) may have been the same individual found there last , winter. A Mountain Plover s. of Corvallis, Benton, Dec. 22 (C. Lundberg, m.ob.) and probably seen earlier at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, Dec. 4 (†J. Lundsten) provided the 6th Oregon record. American Avocets are rare in winter; singles were at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR Feb. 9-14 (S. Sherwood, TK, fide HN) and the Skagit flats, Skagit, WA Jan. 7 (C. Blake). In addition to the Willets that are normally found wintering at Ediz Hook, Clallam, WA (BN) and on n. Willapa Bay, Pacific, WA, one wintered at Olympia, Thurston, WA Dec. 15-Feb. 13 (T. Kluh, m.ob.). Long-billed Curlew are rare winterers, except at Tokeland, Pacific, WA where 80 were counted Dec. 26 (B & GR), so ten at Coos Bay, OR Dec. 17 (fide JJ) and two s. of Forest Grove, Washington, OR Feb. 8 (K. Shive) were noteworthy. Marbled Godwits exhibit a similar winter distribution. The peak count was 200 at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Feb. 11 (G. & WH); other sightings included one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Dec. 13 (DVB) and one at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Feb. 27 (B & GR). There were 2,973 Sanderling at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA Dec. 4, the high count at that location (S. MacKay). The total of 10,000 Dunlin at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR Jan. 1 (TM) was lower than the numbers reported there the last few winters, but is still a sizable number for an inland location. A Short-billed Dowitcher, identified by call, was at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Dec. 16-Jan. 31 (BBo, BN).

SA - An unprecedented influx of Red Phalaropes followed both December wind storms, with the heaviest concentrations along the outer coast and in the c. Willamette Valley. The first storm deposited moderate numbers, including ten at Tillamook, OR Dec. 1 (CR), one-two at P.N.P., Dec. 1-9 (VN), 52 at Chinook, Pacific, WA Dec. 2 (HG), and four at Seattle Dec. 4 (RiR). The 2nd storm precipitated impressive numbers, with many lingering until the CBC period. At least 300 were reported prior to the CBCs, and hundreds more were found during the CBC period. Reports on Dec. 13 included large numbers flying S along the Oregon coast following the storm (DBa), 80 at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR (DVB), six near Sheridan, Yamhill, OR (DVB), 30 in Linn, OR (AM), 85 at 19 locations in Pacific, WA (IN) and >one at Seattle through Dec. 19 (BS, m.ob.). Sightings from the next 3 days (excluding CBCs) included 60 near Willamina, Yamhill, OR (DBa), two at P.N.P. (VN), one at Ridgefield (JE), one at Molalla, Clackamas, OR (TJ), and two at Budd Inlet, Thurston, WA (MN). Other non-CBC reports included two at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA Dec. 17 (SM), 60 at Neah Bay, Clallam, WA Dec. 18 (BN, BBo), eight at Tacoma, Pierce, WA Dec. 19 (B. LaBar), five at Seattle Dec. 20 (D. Buckley), several near Corvallis, OR Dec. 21 (PMu, LW), and 20 at Tillamook, OR Jan. 1 (DVB).

A Little Gull wintered at American L., Pierce, WA Dec. 14-Feb. 20 (PtSu, m.ob.) for the 8th consecutive winter, and two were at P.N.P, Feb. 18-26 (VN). A count of 3,500 Bonaparte's Gull at P.N.P., Feb. 22 was the first big migrant flock (VN). Up to ten Heermann's Gull remained at Edmonds, Snohomish, WA through Dec. 4 (SM), with one continuing until Jan. 15; they are very rare in winter on Puget Sound. One at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA was the only other wintering bird (G. & WH, BT). A Mew Gull in Spokane, WA Dec. 5 (J. Wisman) provided the only interior report. The Slaty-backed Gull at Nisqually N.W.R. and the nearby Thurston landfill Dec. 30-Feb. 22 (†BT, †T. Schooley, RR) represented the 3rd documented Washington record. A W. Gull was at Richland, Benton, WA Dec. 6 (BW, B. & NL) for the only interior report. There were 16 Glaucous Gull reports from w. Washington, an above-average number, but no reports from e. Washington. Relatively few Black-legged Kittiwakes were reported following the wind storms. Three were reported from Puget Sound: one at Pt. Partridge, Island Dec. 2 (fide RR), one immature at Edmonds, Snohomish, Dec. 2-5 (DBe, SM), and one at Tacoma, Pierce, Dec. 14 (PtSu). One was reported from the coast at Neah Bay, Clallam, WA Dec. 19 (BN, BBo), and two were in the interior—one at John Day Dam, Klickitat, WA Nov. 24-Dec. 5 (B. O'Brien) and one at Fern Ridge Dam, Lane, OR Jan. 20 (S. Johnson, fide HN). A Red-legged Kittiwake was seen 40 mi offshore of Tillamook, OR Dec. 3 (RiR, fide HN). A late Sabine's Gull was dead on Newport Beach, Lincoln, OR Dec. 4 (B. Wilson, fide HN). An equally late Forster's Tern was at Bandon, Coos, OR Dec. 13 (S. Brown, fide AC). Good numbers of Ancient Murrelets were along the Oregon coast and on Puget Sound to late December: 100 were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, OR Dec. 16 (LW, PMu), >1,000 were off Bandon, Coos, OR Dec. 23 (BT, MP), 430 were in the Strait of Juan de Fuca Dec. 4 (RiR), and 182 were off Dungeness, Clallam, WA Dec. 16 (G. Gerdts). Few were reported after December. A Parakeet Auk-let was picked up on Agate Beach, Lincoln, Feb. 24 and died in rehabilitation (RL, fide HN); it provided the 2nd consecutive winter record.

OWLS TO JAYS
Five Snowy Owl reports, all from e. Washington, represented only a slight increase from last winter's disappointing numbers: one at Mondovi, Lincoln, Dec. 23 (JA) and four at Moses Lake, Grant, Jan. 
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18—Feb. 10 (PMa, AS). A N. Hawk Owl photographed at Winthrop, Okanogan, Dec. 28 (fide PMa) provided the first record since the invasion in the fall/winter of 1992-1993. A Burrowing Owl at Pasco, Franklin, Feb. 24 (B & NL) was probably an early arrival. Three Great Gray Owls were found in Washington, the highest winter total in a long time: at Couse Cr., Asotin, Jan. 13 (†D. & D. Ferguson, W. Hepburn), Havillah, Okanogan, Feb. 28 (†RiR), and Bayview, Skagit, Feb. 12-26 (B. Anderson, D. Paulson, m.ob.). A Costa's Hummingbird at Ashland, Jackson, OR Feb. 11-26 (m.ob, fide HS) provided the first winter record since 1990-1991. A goodly number of Lewis' Woodpecker reports continued the fall trend. They included six near Mollala, Clackamas, OR Dec. 19 (TJ), one in Linn, OR Dec. 21 (AM), 15 in the Ballston-Perrydale area, Polk, OR Dec. 25 (D. Whorton), one at Sauvie Dec. 26 and Feb. 29 (M. LichiStrattner, HN), one at Washougal, Skamania, WA Feb. 29 (WC), and flocks of ≤12 along the Winchuck, Chetco, and Pistol Rivers, Curry, OR during January and February (DM). An Acorn Woodpecker was noted near Lyle, Klickitat, Feb. 20 (B. Hansen), which is their only regular haunt in Washington. An incredible number of winter tyrannid reports included all 3 phoebe species. A Black Phoebe wintered n. of the usual range on upper Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Jan. 1+ (AF, m.ob.) and in the Coquille R. Valley, Coos, an Oregon record one-day count of 59 was made Dec. 23 (AC). An Eastern Phoebe at Independence, Polk, Feb. 19-20 (†SD, WT, AM, TK) provided Oregon's 2nd record. Say's Phoebes were found wintering at 3 Willamette valley locations (RH, B. Combs, SD) and along the lower Rogue R. (DM). A Vermilion Flycatcher at Ridgefield Dec. 31—Jan. 28 (HN, m.ob.) provided Washington's 2nd record. The Dusky-capped Flycatcher at Newport, Lincoln, Jan. 1-8 (P. Dickey, †JJ, m.ob.) provided Oregon's first record. The number of swallow reports was unusually large. Tree Swallows were present Jan. 10+ (WT), and were everywhere by February. More unusual were the numbers of Violet-green Swallows, with a December report near Everett, WA (J. Flynn), a January report at Ridgefield (E. Anderson), and numerous westside reports after Feb. 11 (P. Adamus). Two eastside reports were quite early: one at Spokane, WA Feb. 15 (H. Ferguson) another at Malotte, Okanogan, WA Feb. 18 (EH). Late southbound Barn Swallows were at Salem, OR Dec. 10 (fide BBe) and at the mouth of the Siuslaw R., Lane, OR Dec. 22 (DF). Apparently wintering birds included ≤three at Ridgefield Jan. 13-20 (JE), one at Canby, Clackamas, OR Feb. 9 (TJ, DVB), one at Eugene, OR Feb. 14 (TK), and one at Roseburg, Douglas, OR Feb. 23 (KG). The only Blue Jays reported were near Cave Junction, Josephine, OR Feb. 25 (AF) and at Cheney, Spokane, WA Feb. 22 (JA); this is compared to 15-20 last winter.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES
Two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Roxy Ann Butte, Jackson, OR Feb. 5 (AF) were either very early, or wintering, either of which would be rare. A male Mt. Bluebird at the S. Jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR Dec. 17-24 (S. Russell) was unusual for the outer coast. Five N. Mockingbird records was a very average total: singles at Astoria, Clatsop, OR Dec. 17 (MP), Coos Bay, OR Dec. 22 (KG), wintering at Eugene, OR (TM, m.ob.), at Seattle, WA Jan. 7-14 (A. Taylor, EH), and Stanwood, Snohomish, WA Feb. 3-29 (J. Edison). The Brown Thrasher at Reardan, Lincoln, Jan. 28—Feb. 19 (JA, m.ob.) provided the long-overdue first photographed record for Washington. Bohemian Waxwing numbers in e. Washington were average and well distributed; 20 at Richland, Benton, WA Feb. 8 were locally rare (BW). Loggerhead Shrikes at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Feb. 17 (G. Boyce) and in Douglas, WA Feb. 5 (PtSu) provided the only reports of this scarce winterer. Ten species of warblers were recorded in the Region, probably a record number. Rarities included a Yellow Warbler at Bandon, Coos, OR Dec. 23 (RH), a Black-throated Gray Warbler at Roseburg, Douglas, OR Dec. 21 (fide JJ), an imm. male Prairie Warbler at Newport, Lincoln, Dec. 10-15 (E. Horvath, m.ob., ph.), a Black and-white Warbler at Roseburg, OR Feb. 9+ (KG, m.ob.), a N. Waterthrush at Tillamook, OR Dec. 16 (DVB), and a Wilson's Warbler in the Coquille Valley, Coos, OR Dec. 23 (DF). The infrequent wintering species included ≤five Palm Warblers at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR all winter (DF, m.ob.), one Palm at Skamokawa, Wahkiakum, WA Dec. 22 (S. Jaggers), a Palm at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Jan. 28—Feb. 1 (S. Gremel, m.ob.), two Palms at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA Feb. 25 (PtSu), two Com. Yellowthroat near Creswell, Lane, OR Feb. 3 (S. Nelson), and one Yellowthroat at Salem, OR Dec. 17.
The Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Hunter Cr., Curry Dec. 15—Jan. 1 (†CD) represented one of few Oregon winter records. A male Dickcissel at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, Feb. 18-25 (N. Schut, m.ob., ph.) provided the 5th Washington record Westside reports of Am. Tree Sparrow, where they are rare, included one at Kent, King, WA Jan. 1-7 (DBe, m.ob.), one at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA Jan. 27 (JD), two at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Feb 1 (PtSu), and one at Eugene, OR Feb. 3 (R Kelsh). Two Chipping Sparrows near Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR Dec. 2 (RH, H. Herlyn) were late. The tally of Swamp Sparrows consisted of seven from w. Oregon, a relatively low number, and 15 from w. Washington, a relatively large number. None was reported from the eastside. There were 16 reports of White-throated Sparrow from w. Washington and one from the eastside. Harris' Sparrow numbers seem to have declined in recent years, so 13 reports was a heartening total. The distribution of records was six in w. Oregon, two in e. Washington, and five in w Washington. Two of these were from the outer coast, where they are highly unusual at North Bend, Coos, OR Dec. 17 (TK) and at Brookings, OR Feb. 7-8 (M Stevens, m.ob.), where it provided only the 2nd Curry record. Very small numbers of Lapland Longspurs were reported: one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Dec. 3 (DF), four on the Waterville Plateau, Douglas, WA Dec. 10 (AS), and three at Hadley, Walla Walla, WA Feb. 6 (BW). The Chestnut-collared Longspur at Seattle Dec. 3-6 (C. McInerny, m.ob., ph.) provided the 2nd report of this species in 1995, after a 20-year absence in Washington. Large numbers of Snow Bunting were reported from both sides of the Cascades. On the westside, where they occur in small flocks along shorelines, ≤45 were at Clatsop Beach, OR all winter (MP) and 16 were at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA Dec. 1-17 (JD). Some impressive peak counts from the interior were 4,000 on the Waterville Plateau, Douglas, WA Jan. 19 (RiR), 3,000 at Mondovi, Lincoln, WA Feb. 15 (JA), 250 at Molson, Okanogan, WA Dec 9 (AS), and 250 at Davenport, Lincoln, WA Feb. 18 (JA). Four s. of Kiona, Benton, WA Feb. 1 (BW, B. & NL) and three at Hadley, Walla Walla, WA Feb. 6 (BW) were locally rare.
Six Rusty Blackbird reports from Washington provided a single season record They included a male at Walla Walla, Walla Walla, Dec. 2 (MD), one at Bayview, Skagit, Jan. 8-20 (†BT, m.ob ), two at Dungeness, Clallam, Jan. 17 (E. Kridler), a female at College Place, Walla Walla, Jan. 26 (MD), and one at Moxee, Yakima, Feb. 12 (DB). None was reported from Oregon. There were 2 December records of Bullock's Oriole at Brookings, 
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Curry, OR Dec. 1 (fide DM) and at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA Dec. 3-17 (J. Kaba, m.ob., ph.). A Brambling at Naselle, Pacific, WA Dec. 6—Jan. 15 (AR, m.ob., ph.) provided the first Regional record since 1993. Very small numbers of Red Crossbills were reported by the few observers who commented on them. White-winged Cross-bills, however, attracted some attention, particularly as the summer/fall invasion finally reached Oregon, where ≤120 were at Santiam Pass in the c. Cascades Jan. 6-30 (SD et al.) and ≤50 were at "Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood Jan. 26—Feb. 10 (D. Copeland, DVB). None was found in the Washington Cascades, but ≤40 were on Mt. Spokane, Spokane, Dec. 25—Jan. 3 (JA) and two were in c. Ferry Feb. 15 (PtSu). Common Redpolls were numerous in Okanogan (AS, RiR). Elsewhere, ten in Seattle, WA Dec. 1 (K. Aanerud) and one at Warm Beach, Snohomish, WA in early December (S. Richardson) were unusual. Two Lesser Goldfinches in Brookings, OR Jan. 27 (CD) were unusual in winter on the outer coast. Very small numbers of Evening Grosbeaks were reported; the largest group was 60 on Mt. Pleasant, Skamania, WA Feb. 29 (WC).

Initialed observers, with subregional editors in boldface: Jim Acton, Scott Atkinson, David Bailey (DBa), Dave Beaudette, Barb Bellin (BBe), Bob Boekelheide (BBo), Dan van der Brock (DVB), Debbie Brown (DBr), Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Mike Denny, Colin Dillingham, Steve Dowlan, Jim Duemmel, Joseph Engler, Anthony Floyd, Darrel Faxon, Henry Gilmore, Dale Goble, Keith Graves, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Rich Hoyer, Eugene Hunn, Tim Janzen, Ted Kenefick, Ken Knittle, Bill & Nancy LaFramboise, Roy Lowe, Phil Mattocks (PMa), Alan McGie, Tom Mickel, Steve Mlodinow, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Pat Muller (PMu), Don Munson, Harry Nehls (western Oregon), Vic Nelson, Matt Nixon, Bob Norton, Mike Patterson, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Alan Richards, Craig Roberts, Russell Rogers (Washington), Tom Rogers, Richard Rowlett (RiR), Howard Sands, Floyd Schrock, Tim Shelmerdine, Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepniewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Bob Sundstrom, William Tice, Terry Wahl, Linda Weiland, Bob Woodley.

[There was no Spring Migration report found for this region.]


The Nesting Season, 1996

Oregon/Washington Region

BILL TWEIT AND JIM JOHNSON
This summer was drier than the previous, more similar to the summer of 1994 in both precipitation levels and numbers of Black-throated Sparrows in the interior. On the ocean, the indications of seabird breeding success were grim again. Common Murres experienced abnormal levels of adult mortality on top of breeding failure. A strong northward movement of Heermann's Gulls and a small flight of Elegant Terns were reminiscent of El Niño/Southern Oscillation conditions, even though it has been three years since an ENSO event.

Abbreviations: Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R, Clatsop Co., OR).

LOONS TO RAPTORS
A Com. Loon in breeding plumage at Detroit L., Marion., OR June 27 (fide JL) raises suspicion of breeding at that locale, as they breed on similar reservoirs in the Washington Cascades. A pair of Yellow-billed Loon reports, both in non-breeding plumage, included one at Alsea Bay, Lincoln, OR June 1 (C. Coenen, T. Dreisbach, C. Lundberg) and one at Useless Bay, Island WA June 22 (†SMl). These are the first summer reports since 1989. An ad. Red-necked Grebe with one young at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, WA June 15 (G. Hoge) was at an unusual breeding location. Two ad. W. Grebe were found with at least two downy young at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR June 17 (TM); breeding at this westside location is not unusual in recent years. Four—five Clark's Grebe were performing courtship displays at Diamond L., Douglas, OR July 25 (DM). They are not known to breed at this location. An astounding number of summer Laysan Albatross reports included three off Westport, WA June 8 (BL, RR), one off Taholah, Grays Harbor, WA July 1 (JS), one off Cape Flattery, Clallam, WA July 3 (BT), and one off Westport July 20 (BT, TW). Both Black-footed Albatross and N. Fulmar were found in high numbers off Washington during June and July (BL, BT, TW). They were apparently scarcer off Oregon as indicated by counts of 22 albatross and 30 fulmar off Lincoln July 6 (G. Gillson). A Flesh-footed Shearwater off Cape Flattery, Clallam, WA July 5 (BT) was the only summer report. A Manx Shearwater off Westport July 20 (BT, TW, ph. B. Sherman) provided the first record since spring 1994. A very high count of 550 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel off Westport, WA June 8 (BL) was accompanied by one Leach's. Another Leach's was seen from shore at O.S., July 8 (BW). Eighteen Am. White Pelican on Sauvie June 1 (fide HN) was very unusual for early summer. Two Cattle Egrets were at Malheur June 2 (JJ) for the only report this season. A Snow Goose at O.S., July 26 (PtSu) was rare at any season there. The Emperor Goose that wintered along the Sandy R. e. of Portland remained through July (m.ob., fide HN). A male Greater Scaup at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, June 14 (fide HN) furnished a very unusual Willamette valley summer record. Surveys of breeding Harlequin Ducks in the Oregon Cascades found low numbers, with barely half the numbers found in 1994 and 1995 in the Quartzville and Molalla R. basins (SD). In the Oregon Coast Range, where they are rare breeders, a hen was banded on the Nestucca R., Tillamook, in early July in the same area where breeding was confirmed in 1994 and 1995. Prior to banding, the hen was seen with several ducklings, but the young were not found at the time of capture (fide SD & HN). Osprey bred at 2 Columbia R. shoreline locations at Pasco, Franklin, WA (fide TG); they are rare breeders in the lower Columbia Basin. A White-tailed Kite near Junction City, Lane, OR July 2 (fide T. & AM) provided the only report n. of the Rogue valley. A handful of Oregon Red-shouldered Hawk reports included one 3 mi s.e. of Cave Junction, Josephine, June 1 (DM), an adult 16 mi e. of Sutherlin, Douglas, July 29 (fide HN) and a nest in Brookings, Curry, that fledged two young June 26 (fide CD).

CRANES TO ALCIDS
A pair of Sandhill Cranes with a colt at Olallie Meadows, Marion, June 16 (JL, BTi, SD) furnished a rare Oregon Cascades breeding record. Three unusual summer records away from breeding areas were one June 6 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA (E. Anderson), one June 9 at Atkins L., Douglas, WA (DS), and one flying S over Walker Pr., Lane, in the Oregon Coast Range July 19 (TM). An Am. Golden-Plover at S.J.C.R. July 1-2 (fide HN) was early and provided the only report. The only reported Pacific Golden-Plover at 0.S., July 26 (PtSu). Several pairs of breeding Black-necked Stilt at Swanson Lakes, Lincoln, July 19 (JA) represented a new Washington breeding location. Two Am. Avocet on the coast at the mouth of Hubbard Cr., OR June 9 (fide CD) represented the first Curry record. A territorial Solitary Sandpiper was in the Oregon Cascades at Olallie Meadows, Marion, June 6-16 (BTi, SD), at the same location where a territorial bird was present last year. The only reports of migrants were singles at Reardan, Lincoln, WA July 14 (JA) and Skagit Flats, Skagit, WA July 29 (fide BK). An ad. Willet at Budd Inlet, Thurston, WA July 29 (B. Shelmerdine) provided a very rare summer record for Puget Sound. Long-billed Curlews at Heceta Beach, Lane July 17 (fide T. & AM) and
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at Waldport, Lincoln, July 23 (fide RB) were unusual summer records for the Oregon coast. A Bar-tailed Godwit at O.S., July 11-12 (PtSu) provided one of few July records. Reports of migrant Semi-palmated Sandpipers were scarce: four were reported from w. Washington (BK, BL), four from w. Oregon (MP, DB, B. O'Brien), and three from e. Oregon (DB, C. Miller). Three Pectoral Sandpiper reports was above average: at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR July 17 (fide RB), at Youngs Bay, Clatsop, OR July 19 (MP), and at O.S., July 26 (PtSu). A female and up to three male Wilson's Phalaropes, a rare westside breeder, seen June 4-18 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR (BTi, SD), were at a location where breeding has been documented. A sub-ad. Pomarine Jaeger was seen in the Strait of Juan de Fuca off Port Angeles, Clallam, July 9 (PL) and an ad. Long-tailed Jaeger at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA July 26 (VN) was both very unusual summer inshore records. Early S. Polar Skua reports included one at 48 09 N, 125 28 W July 2 (BT) and two at 48 15 N, 125 36 W July 7 (BT). Summer reports of Franklin's Gulls n. of their breeding areas in s. Oregon included two adults at Atkins L., Douglas, WA June 9 (DS), one adult at Yaquina Bay, OR June 15 for the first June record for Lincoln (PaSu), and an immature at Taholah, Grays Harbor, WA July 28 (BL). Numbers of summering Bonaparte's Gulls in the interior included 11 in e. Washington (DS, PL, BW) and two in e. Oregon (DL). Heermann's Gulls came N in large numbers, with a high proportion of first-year birds. Migrants were first noted at Harbor, Curry, OR June I1 (DM). By July 7, numbers of adults and immatures were in Admiralty Inlet, WA (J. Duemmel). A count of 800 Caspian Terns at Swinomish Channel, Skagit, WA July 10 (fide BK) may indicate breeding there. Caspians have yet to establish a consistent colony site in Puget Sound. Elegant Terns appeared for the 8th consecutive year: July 29 five were at Charleston, Coos, OR (fide HN) and two were at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, OR (B. & Z. Stotz). The peak count of Arctic Terns at their disrupted colony in Everett, WA, was eight June 4 (J. Flavin). Two reports of Arctic Terns offshore were unusual: three were off Westport June 8 (BL) and one was off Cape Flattery, Clallam, WA July 3 (BT). Two Forster's Terns were at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR June 27 (fide T. & AM); they are rare on the westside at any season. Forty Black Terns at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR July 11 (fide T. & AM) provided an indication that their only westside breeding population is sizeable. Reports away from breeding areas included one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR June 29 (JL) and one at the Yakima R. mouth, Benton, WA June 12 (BW).

SA - For the 6th consecutive year, Com. Murres had a poor breeding season on the Oregon coast. Bayer reports that many abandoned eggs and chicks were noted at the Yaquina Head, Colony Rock, and Lion's Head colonies, an in Lincoln, in the latter half of June. Very few live chicks were observed during July. No murre chicks were found on the Thiel Cr. Beached-bird transect until August >100 each summer is normal. The factor that made the summer of 1996 even more perilous for murres was abnormal amounts of adult mortality. Record numbers of dead ad. murres were found in July on n. Oregon beaches. The Thiel Cr. survey found 200 dead in June and July—<50 are found most summers (RB). Counts of Com. Murres off Westport, WA, indicated a very low percentage of juveniles in the summer, which fell to record lows in the fall (TW). The murres seen off Westport are predominantly from the Oregon population.

The peak count of Marbled Murrelets at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA was 81 June 10 (VN). Eight Ancient Murrelets seen on an oceanographic cruise off the Olympic Peninsula June 30–July 7 (JS, BT) were all in alternate plumage and may indicate that small numbers still breed off Washington.

OWLS TO MIMIDS
Urban Barred Owls are a good indication of how widespread the species has become in our Region. One at the Reed College campus, in Portland, was present all season (m.ob. fide HN). At least one was in Discovery Park, Seattle, where they have resided for years (fide RR), and a nesting pair found in Puyallup, Pierce, WA raised at least one young (TB, BL). Single Long-eared Owls at Bear Camp Botanical Area, Curry, OR June 6 (fide CD) and in the N. Umpqua Ranger District, OR June 8 (RM) were both in westside areas where the species may breed sparingly. One–two Boreal Owls were heard near Salmon R. Meadows, Clackamas, June 20 (TJ); they were reported from this Oregon Cascades location last year. A displaying Com. Nighthawk was at Oak Harbor, Island, July 10 (PL); they are rare breeders in the Puget Sound lowlands. Up to six Black Swift were at Salt Cr. Falls, Lane (SD), the
only known Oregon breeding location Noteworthy counts away from breeding areas included five near Yachats, Lincoln, OR June 5 (fide RB), >500 at Spencer I., Snohomish, WA June 8 (fide RR), and two at Hat Point, Wallowa, OR June 21 (D Lucas). One–two Vaux's Swift seen at Richland, Benton, WA through July 22 furnished continuing evidence that the species may breed in the lower Columbia Basin (BW). A male Costa's Hummingbird was at a Klamath Falls, OR, feeder all summer (KS, et al.) and another male was at Sawyer Park, near Bend, OR, all summer (G. Morgan); the species currently appears to be annual in Oregon on the e slope of the Cascades. Red-naped Sapsuckers occur regularly at several westside locations in the Cascades reports this summer came from Elephant Mt., Douglas, OR July 2 (fide RM), the Beckler R., Snohomish, WA June 16 (DBe), and at the Hardy Burn, Skagit, WA June 16–July 5 (fide BK). A pair of Williamson's Sapsucker feeding young in a nest at Abbott Burn, n.w. of Timothy L., Clackamas, OR June 27 (TJ) provided an unusual west slope breeding record. This summer was 2nd only to 1993 for the number of Least Flycatcher reports, exceeding last summer by at least two. Washington had the most reports: one at Northrup Canyon, Grant, June 2 (PtSu), two at Indian Camp, Douglas, June 9 (DS), one singing at Liberty, Kittitas, June 10-15 (K Aanerud, m.ob.), one at Elioka L., Spokane, June 14-23 (JA), one at Steigerwald Lake N.W.R., Clark, June 15 (WC), one singing at Trout L., Klickitat June 19 (WC), two at Noisy Cr. Campground, Pend Oreille, June 21 (BLa, NLa), one singing at Ft. Okanogan S.P., Okanogan, June 22 (JA), and one singing male banded at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, June 25 to July 9 (fide RR). The only Oregon report was one singing near Monument, Grant, July 16 (P. Adamus). One singing Dusky Flycatcher near Deadwood in the Lane Coast Range July 5 (AC) was noteworthy, they are found only rarely in the Range, although they are probably more widespread than currently thought. Similarly, four singing at Beckler R., Snohomish, WA June 16 (DBe) and several present at Jackman Cr., Skagit, WA June 21–July 5 (fide BK) were from west slope areas, where they may be regular. A singing Pacific Slope Flycatcher at Buford Cr., Asotin, in the Blue Mts. of Washington June 15 (MS) was in an area where Cordilleran is believed to predominate. Ash-throated Flycatchers at Jerry's Flat June 16, at the Agness Guard Station, Curry, June 26 (CD, JB), and at the Chetco R., June 17 (DM) all furnished unusual 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Curry records; they are rare on the Oregon coast. Three at Wenatchee, Chelan, July 23 (PtSu) were at the n. edge of their Washington range. Only one W. Kingbird was reported away from breeding areas: at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA June 6 (VN). On the westside, E. Kingbirds are probably regular breeders in the Skagit valley, the Snohomish R. delta, and the Sandy R. delta; birds were reported from all 3 areas this summer. Elsewhere on the westside, singles were near Canby, Clackamas, OR June 8 (fide HN), Seattle, WA June 15 (fide RR), Steigerwald Lake N.W.R., Clark, WA June 15 (WC), and Siltcoos Outlet, Lane, OR July 14-17 (fide T. & AM & RM). Breeding Horned Larks have become hard to find in the Willamette Valley, except for a few locales like Baskett Slough N.W.R., so numbers found along Farmers Rd., Polk June 16 (fide JL) was pleasant news. A colony of 50 Bank Swallows was at Jerry's Flat, Curry, OR (CD, JB), which is their only breeding population near the coast in the Region. Two lingering Blue-Jays were reported from Kingston and Hansville, Kitsap, WA June 1-4 (fide RR) and from Conway, Skagit, WA June 9 (S:- Atkinson). The W. Scrub-Jay at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA June 5 provided the 3rd record for the area (VN). They are still rare in Tacoma, WA, where one was noted July 26 (BL). A White-breasted Nuthatch at Long Ranch July 22 (CD) provided the 3rd Curry record; their range does not reach the coast regularly. Common Bushtits at Rock Cr., Klickitat June 2 were at the e. edge of their Washington range (fide RR). Seven reports of Rock Wren from the w. Oregon Cascades is more than usual: three singing at Galesville Dam, Douglas, June 15 (fide RM), one on Mt. Pisgah, Lane, June 19 (fide MN & T. & AM), one near Warner Mt., Lane, June 22 (T. & AM), one at Cougar Dam, Lane, July 8 (T. & AM), and one between Roaring Cr. and N. Fork Breitenbush, Marion, June 16 (BTi, SD). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Mt. Pisgah, Lane, June 7-July 27 (RK, m.ob.) was rt. of the regular breeding range. A pair of W. Bluebirds bred at Flaming Geyser S.P., WA; they are a rare King breeding species (fide TB). Territorial male Gray Catbirds at Tumalo Cr., Deschutes, June 18+ (D. Hale) and at Beaver Cr., Wasco, July 6 (DL) were w. of their regular range in Oregon, although the Wasco site has held birds previously. A pair of N. Mockingbird that bred near Richland, Benton had one young July 29 (BLa, NLa et al.). Other Washington records included one s. of Ellensburg, Kittitas, June 16 (D. Victor) and one at Seattle June 17 (fide RR). A California Thrasher was reportedly found dead near White City, Jackson, May 21 (J. Flory, fide HN); hopefully the specimen was saved to confirm the 3rd Oregon record.

VIREOS TO FICHES
Red-eyed Vireos have a limited distribution in w. Oregon, so the following records were of interest: three at the S. Santiam R. near Crabtree, Linn, June 6 (fide, JL), one near Scio, Linn, June 17 (fide MN), one at Jasper County Park along the Willamette R., Lane, July 23 (fide T. & AM), and one at Roslyn L., Clackamas, June 7 (fide HN). Numbers were noted at Sauvie, at Grand I. n. of Salem, and at the Sandy R. mouth (HN). Leading a reasonably good list of vagrants were male N. Parulas at Malheur June 24 (C. Herziger) and at the Hanford Site, Benton, WA June 11 (fide TG). A male Magnolia Warbler was at Fields June 5 (AC). In Washington, singing male Magnolias were at Twisp, Okanogan, June 15-July 4 (m.ob., ph., R. Sullivan) and at Mt. Leona, Ferry, July 10 (†H. Curl). A male Blackburnian Warbler near Almira, Lincoln, June 25 (†C. Buechele) provided the 4th Washington record. A territorial male Kentucky Warbler at Dead Cow Cr., Fremont N.F., Lake, June 24-July 20 (P. Bridge, D. Sherman et al.) represented the 3rd Oregon record, and a male Canada Warbler in Portland June 24-25 (GL, m.ob. ph.) furnished the 5th Oregon record. Yellow-breasted Chats at unusual locations included coastal singles at Newport Res. and at Toledo, both in Lincoln, OR June 1 & 3 (fide RB), and a Puget Sound bird at McChord A.F.B., Pierce, June 20 (RR). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks reports totaled nine; well above average. In Oregon, a male was at Malheur June 1 (AC, H. Herlyn), a male was in Eugene June 23 (fide T. & AM), a singing male was near Biggs, Sherman, June 29-30 (L. Rems, m.ob.), and three males were in Curry: at Hunter Cr., July 1-8, at Gold Beach July 7-8, and at Brookings July 17 (all fide CD). In Washington, two were reported without details from Skagit: one at Pleasant Ridge June 1 and one at Clear L., June 14 (both fide BK). A singing male was at Coppei Cr., Walla Walla, WA June 12 (J. Nestler). A male Indigo Bunting photographed in Redmond, King, WA June 1 (fide RR) provided the only report. A male Dickcissel at Malheur June 9 (H. Snyder) and again June 25-27 (S. Croghan) represented the first record for the refuge. Up to six Green-tailed Towhees—and a nest—were found at Biscuit Ridge, Walla Walla (m.ob.). This location is one of 2 known breeding sites in Washington. A pair of Clay-colored Sparrows bred near Spokane, WA, again (JA, m.ob.); elsewhere in Washington, one was singing on the Yakima Firing Range, Yakima, in June (†AS) and two were along the Cameron Lake Rd., Okanogan, July 24 (PtSu). A singing male Black-chinned Sparrow on Stukel Mt., Klamath, furnished the first Oregon record since 1990 (KS et al). The Lark Sparrow at Agness, OR June 26 (CD, JB) represented the 2nd Curry record, and was very surprising for midsummer near the coast. Black-throated Sparrows returned to e. Washington in numbers less than 1994, but still overwhelming all other years. Records included two from Benton (BLa, NLa), ten from Kittitas (AS, PL), four from Yakima (AS), and two from Grant (AS, JA). All records were from lower elevation areas of the Columbia Basin. Grasshopper Sparrows are rare in the Willamette Valley. One was singing in "native prairie" n. of Coburg, Lane, in early June (RK, fide T. & AM) and two were at Peterson Butte, Linn, July 10 (fide SD). A Le Conte's Sparrow at Meadow Cr. Campground, Chelan, June 2 (1-DS) provided Washington's 4th record. Smith found at least three 'White-crowned Sparrows (Z l. oriantha), apparently breeding near timberline at Mt. Misery, Garfield, in June, settling some speculation about the presence of this subspecies in the Blue Mts. of Washington. A breeding plumage male Lapland Longspur at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR June 25-26 (R. Gerig, BTi) was a midsummer rarity. A male Great-tailed Grackle summered at Malheur (fide G. Ivey), but there was no indication of breeding. A pair of Pine Grosbeaks were in the Blue R. drainage along Cook Cr., Lane, July 22 (M. Hunter); they are occasionally found in the Oregon Cascades during summer, but breeding has never been confirmed. A Cassin's Finch found between Roaring Cr. and S. Fork Breitenbush, Marion, OR June 16 (BTi, SD) was unusual for the w. Cascades. Red Crossbills at Malheur June 25 (S. Cassel) and in Hines, Harney (L. & S. Hammond), may have been precursors to the fall movement. In the Oregon Cascades and Coast Range, they were found in scattered, small numbers as usual (fide HN).
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