Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1991-2000

1994

Autumn Migration, 1993

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan.

This fall will be remembered for a spectacular flight of Palm Warbler on the coast, and otherwise average numbers of other vagrant warblers. The interior saw the second consecutive year of higher-than-average fall numbers of Cattle Egret. Several outstanding Oregon rarities were well documented and photographed: Tricolored Heron, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and Streak-backed Oriole. Washington was not as fortunate; the reports of Smew, jack Snipe, and Black-throated Blue Warbler were not photographed and were mostly single-observer sightings.
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The weather patterns remained anomalous. After an unusually wet summer, fall returned to drought conditions in all parts of the region. August through October were mild and dry, November was definitely cooler than normal but still quite dry. Two consecutive summers of El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions on the ocean apparently resulted in southern hemisphere tubenose numbers that were even lower than last fall, with Sooty Shearwater numbers reaching record lows. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, Common Murre, Cassin's Auklet and Tufted Puffin numbers were alarmingly low.

Abbreviations: Fields (Fields, Harney, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.WR., Harney, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia, OR); S.J.C.R. (s. jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR).

LOONS TO DUCKS
Interior records of Pacific Loons totaled 25, apparently the highest number ever. The records included 15 on Coulee Lakes, Grant, WA Oct. 15 (AS) and six in e. Oregon including first Baker records at Phillips Res., Oct. 17-23 (PaSu). Four reports of Yellow-billed Loon included e. Washington's 2nd record at L. Chelan Nov. 17-20 (AS, †DSt ph.) and 3 westside records at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA Sept. 23 (VN), Florence, Lane, OR Nov. 15 (B & ZS) and S.J.C.R., Nov.19 (MP). There was a jumble of Clark's Grebe reports, with five on the westside, primarily on the outer coast, Sept. 21—Nov. 4 (m.ob.) and seven in e. Oregon Aug. 21—Nov. 18 (m.ob.). Counts were received from 10 pelagic trips off Westport, WA (TW) and 5 off various Oregon ports. Spectacularly high numbers of Black-footed Albatrosses included 900 off Westport Aug. 14 and 250 off Garibaldi, Tillamook Aug. 21 (SR). One Laysan Albatross was found Oct. 3 off Westport. Northern Fulmar were found in good numbers all fall; peak counts were 1,436 off Westport Aug. 14 and 450 off Garibaldi Sept. 18 (SR). No Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found off Westport and only one off Oregon Oct. 30 (SR); the last good fall for them was 1988. 
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Buller's were also scarce, with peaks of 66 off Westport Sept. 18 and 15 off Garibaldi Sept. 18 (GG). In comparison, the 1988 peak count was 448, but counts since then have been much lower. Sooty Shearwater abundance and distribution were both abnormal. The peak pelagic trip count was only 4,500 off Westport Aug. 7, with an average count of 1,200 and the lowest was 207 Sept. 12. These counts are only 20% of normal. The only onshore concentration noted was a meager 10,000 at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Sept. 21 (SM). Sightings of 15 off Ediz Hook, Clallam Sept. 8 (MN) and one off Swantown, Island Sept. 12 (SM) indicate that small numbers entered the Strait of Juan de Fuca, an unusual event that also occurred last fall. As usual, a small number of Short-tailed Shearwaters were found off Westport, 11 or fewer on each trip during September and October, and in Puget Sound, with singles seen Oct. 30 off Seattle (RRo), Nov. 6 off Seattle (EH), and Nov. 7 off Dash Pt., Pierce (PtSu). With the exception of an unimpressive peak count of 160 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off Westport Sept. 11, 60 or fewer were seen on the other trips. Fall records of Leach's Storm-Petrel are scarce: one was off Westport Sept. 11, and more unexpected were singles in the Strait of Juan de Fuca Aug. 3 (SSm) and off Seattle Nov. 4 (KA). Counts of Am. White Pelican in the Columbia Basin were average for recent years, reaching 640 Aug. 8 (AS). The usual sprinkling of westside records included one at Vancouver L., Clark, WA Sept. 9—Oct. 10 (WC) and over 30 in s.w. Oregon (fide, MM). Brown Pelican numbers on the outer coast were somewhat lower than 1992 numbers, but several Puget Sound records were very unusual. Three were at Point No Point Aug. 16 (VN), three were at Tacoma in August (fide, TB), one was at Pt. Roberts, Whatcom Aug. 2-6 (fide, WW), and two were at Clallam Bay Sept. 15 (fide, D & SSm). Some remained later than normal on the outer coast: Nov. 13 eleven were at Tokeland, Pacific, WA and five at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA (SM), and ten were at Newport, Lincoln, OR Nov. 26 (AC). An ad. Tricolored Heron at Ona Beach S.P., Lincoln, Nov. 11-13 (Sherrell m.ob.) was the 3rd Oregon record. The Cattle Egret flight in the interior slightly exceeded last fall's record numbers, but coastal numbers were much lower than in 1992. The 34 interior reports included: up to five at Malheur Sept. 25—Oct. 8 (fide, SS), one at Waterman Flat, OR Oct. 16-17 for a Wheeler first (DL), two at Pasco, WA Oct. 17 (fide, TG), four near Terre-bone, OR Oct. 24 (TC) for a Deschutes first, up to 11 near Lawen, Harney, OR Oct. 25-31 (GI), two at Boardman, Umatilla, OR until Nov. 4 (CC), two in Finley, Benton, WA Oct. 26—Nov. 6 (TG), and seven at Burbank, Walla
       [image: ]
Yellow-billed Loon at Lake Chelan, Washington, on November 20, 1993. Only the second record for eastern Washington. Photograph by Dan Stephens.

Walla, WA (MD) Oct. 31 with one still there Nov.16 (BW). On the westside, two at Belfair, Mason Nov. 15 (Byer) were the only Washington report, compared to 60 last year. Fair numbers were found in w. Oregon, including three at Sauvie Oct. 16—Nov. 17 (JJ, DB, HN). Green-backed Herons are casual in e. Oregon, so singles at Rock Creek Res., Wasco Aug. 28 (DL), Malheur Sept. 20-24 (van den Broek) and Summer L., Lake Oct. 15 (MSL) were all unexpected. Four White-faced Ibises flying N over the ocean off Brookings, OR Oct. 27 (Munson) were baffling, and also a Curry first. An Am. Wigeon brood was at Everett, WA Aug. 14 (SM); they are rare westside breeders. Eurasian Wigeon were less numerous than last winter in n.w. Washington (K & JW). In the interior, four were found in Washington and two in Oregon, about average levels. Lesser Scaup are very rare westside breeders: a brood of nine young was at Steigerwald N.W.R., Clark, WA Aug. 21 (WC) and a brood of eight was at Everett, WA Aug. 22 (SM). Reports of sea ducks in the interior included four Old-squaw, 11 Surf Scoters, and 14 White-winged Scoters, all moderate numbers. On the coast, 2,000 Surf Scoter were counted between Bob Creek, Lane and Yachats, Lincoln Sept. 19 (TM), which is a large number for the Oregon coast. A pair of Smew reported on Dungeness Bay, Clallam Oct. 28 (†DeBolt) would be the 4th Washington record if accepted by the Records Committee.

KITES TO PHALAROPES
White-tailed Kites were found at their regular Washington locations: Columbia White-tailed Deer Refuge, Wahkiakum Nov. 15 (KK) and near Francis, Pacific all fall (m.ob.). Kites are accidental in e. Oregon, so one at Paulina Marsh, Lake Aug. 21 (PaSu) was noteworthy. In w. Oregon, the usual small numbers were along the outer coast (m.ob.) and at least six were in the Rogue valley (fide, MM). Out of range Red- shouldered Hawks included an immature at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, Sept. 23—Oct. 16 (Houston, †RRo) for Washington's 4th record and a subadult in e. Oregon at Paulina Marsh, Lake Aug. 22—Sept. 12. (PaSu, SS). Eight were reported from their regular range in w. Oregon, with one near Veneta, Lane Aug. 12 (TM) being the farthest n. Two Gyrfalcons appeared in w. Washington and one on the eastside, normal for fall. Observers are attempting to separate Am. and Pacific golden-plovers, which is commendable, but with predictable results. Two Pacific Golden-Plovers were reported, without accompanying details, from the interior, yet their occurrence there is hypothetical. On the outer coast, where neither species appeared in large numbers, different observers seemed to identify the same birds as either species. A total of 65,000 shorebirds were recorded on e. Oregon surveys during late August. Almost 35,000 of those were Am. Avocet on L. Abert, Lake (MSL, SS). Solitary Sandpiper reports totaled ten on the westside and 34 in the interior, average fall numbers. A Wandering Tattler at L. Abert, Lake Aug. 31—Sept. 8 (MSL, SS, ph.) is the 4th inland record for Oregon. Bar-tailed Godwits, have occurred almost annually in the large godwit flock at Tokeland, Pacific, WA. One to two immatures were present Sept. 11 (Rose, BSu) to Oct. 29 (Morse). The Marbled numbers there peaked at 385 (SM). Pectoral Sandpipers were scarce on westside (JD, JG), but were in average or better numbers on the eastside (AS, BW, SS). There were only 4 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper reports, all on the westside (SM, Buckley, Grettenberger, Jaggers). Stilt Sandpiper numbers were somewhat above average: 14 on the westside and 28 in the interior. It was the second consecutive "off" fall for both Buff-breasted Sandpiper and Ruff, with 15 of the former and two of the latter: a male at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA Sept. 13 (WC) and one at Sauvie Oct. 7-8 (DB). A sight record of a Jack Snipe at Skagit W.M.A., Skagit, WA Sept. 9 (†K & JW) would, if accepted, be a first regional report. It could not be located subsequently. Phalaropes of both species were very scarce off Westport for the 4th consecutive
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fall; peak counts were only 14 Red Phalarope Sept. 11 and 42 Red-necked Aug. 14 (TW). Point No Point, Kitsap, WA had high counts of 500 Aug. 16 and 28 (VN); also below average. In the interior, L. Abert, Lake, OR held 8,500+ Wilson's and Red-necked phalaropes in late August. Together with the avocet total, they comprised 67% of the shorebirds censused in e. Oregon.

JAEGERS TO OWLS
[bookmark: _GoBack]All 3 species of jaeger and S. Polar Skua were found in below-average numbers this fall. Average numbers per trip off Westport were 13 Pomarine, two Parasitic, two Long-tailed and one S. Polar Skua (TW). The regional season total for all 4 species was lower than their peak daily counts in other years. An ad. jaeger (sp) migrating S over the Washington Cascades in Kittitas Sept. 14 (†Carpenter) was very unusual; an imm. jaeger (sp) at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA Sept. 20 (BW) was in a more regular location for the interior. Again, this fall much smaller numbers of imm. Franklin's Gulls appeared on the west-side than formerly did. The peak count was only six at Everett, WA Sept. 18 (SM). An ad. Common Black-headed Gull at Everett, WA Aug. 17-Oct. 10 (†SM, m.ob.) was Washington's 7th record and the first to be photographed (Bird).
       [image: ]
Flesh-footed Shearwater off Garibaldi, Oregon, on October 30, 1993. Photograph by Skip Russell.

An ad. Heermann's Gull at the Deschutes R. mouth, Wasco Oct. 31 (DL) was e. Oregon's 4th record. Even though more observers are looking for them, there are still few reports of Thayer's Gulls in the interior: an adult in Richland, Benton, WA Nov. 5-14 (Bartley, AS), with two first-year birds there Nov. 14 (AS). A first-year W. Gull at W.W.R.D. Oct. 10 (†AS) was well described; their status in the interior needs additional study. The peak count of Sabine's Gulls was 59 off Westport Sept. 11 (TW), a low count. Away from the ocean, five were found on the westside and six in the interior. The small Elegant Tern flight observed this summer fizzled out. Only 25 were found on the Oregon coast (m.ob.) and two on the Washington coast (KK, BW), so it was puzzling that at least two ventured into Puget Sound, at Oak Bay, Jefferson Sept. 24 (VN) and at Tacoma Oct. 1 (TB). More Com. Terns than normal were reported along the Oregon coast, with a peak count of 100 per hour passing Bandon, Coos Sept. 10 (HN). An imm. Arctic Tern at W.W.R.D., Sept. 12 (†AS) is one of very few e. Washington records. After a disastrous breeding season, counts of post-breeding Com. Murres off Westport averaged only 250 per trip (TW). As noted in the summer report, post-breeders moved into Puget Sound earlier than normal: 1,600 at Point No Point Aug. 8, with 500-1,200 remaining through September (VN). An unknown, but apparently substantial, number of Com. Murre were entangled in gillnet fishing in the Point Roberts, Whatcom area during August. Ancient Murrelets found at 2 locations in n. Puget Sound, near Vendovi I., Skagit, Aug. 11 and near Lummi I., Whatcom Aug. 13 (MN) added to an unusual number of summer records. However, winter numbers of Ancients in Puget Sound were lower than normal; the peak count at Point No Point, Kitsap, was 22 Nov. 20 (VN), a more typical peak is 100 to 200. Cassin's Auklets almost disappeared off Westport this fall, averaging ten per trip, until early October when the Alaska migrants increased numbers (TW). Continuing the summer trend of unusual numbers of Cassin's in Puget Sound were one off Point No Point Aug. 9 (VN) and one off Seattle Oct. 12 (†RRo). The Rhinoceros Auklet foraging pattern shifted to inside waters, larger than normal numbers were at Point No Point into mid-August, with a count 540 Aug. 16 (VN). On the Oregon coast, more than normal were reported onshore and in estuaries (m.ob.). Tufted Puffins also virtually disappeared off Westport; they were found on only one of ten pelagic trips (TW). A Horned Puffin at Sekiu, Clallam, WA Oct. 26 († Norton) was very unusual in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Snowy Owl numbers have been increasing over the last few winters. Eight westside reports included one on Dungeness Spit, Clallam„ WA Nov. 1 on (fide, D & SSm), up to three on Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA Nov. 13 (JD) on, one in Seattle, WA Nov. 18 (Rose), one-two on Samish Flats, Skagit, Nov. 23 on (K & JW), and one at S.J.C.R., Nov. 13 on (MP). Six eastside reports included one Nov. 3 at L. Pend Oreille, WA (fide, MK), one Nov. 7-16 at Bateman I., Benton, WA (fide, TG, BW), one Nov. 8 at Umatilla N.W.R., Morrow, OR (CC), one Nov. 9 at Pasco, Franklin, WA (MD), one near Umatilla, Umatilla, OR Nov. 14 (CC), and one Nov. 26 near George, Grant, WA (Nunnallee). Boreal Owls were very difficult to find in their usual areas in Okanogan, WA, but they were found at 3 locations in the Wallowa Mts. during September and October (KK, MD, CC). They were also found at 2 locations where they were first recorded last fall, with two at Mt. Rainier N.P., WA Oct. 2 (EH) and one at Mt. Pisgah, Wheeler, OR Sept. 25 (DL).

SWIFTS TO FINCHES
A roost of 15,000 Vaux's Swift at Portland, OR late August-early October (Anderson) was a massive number. The male Costa's Hummingbird at Florence, Lane Sept. 2-12 (B & ZS) was the 2nd 1993 record for this annual wanderer to Oregon. Lewis' Woodpeckers may have been on the move, with extralimital records from American Camp, San Juan, WA Aug. 14 (Mandel), near Granite Falls, Snohomish, WA Sept. 8 (Flavin), several in the Willamette valley 
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Adult Tricolored Heron at Ona Beach State Park, Oregon, November 13, 1993. Third state record. Photograph/Skip Russell. 

in September (Ken Russell, Hall, JL) and over 20 in Curry, OR early October-early November (m.ob.). Say's Phoebes at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA Sept. 21
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(SM) and three near Brookings, Curry, OR Sept. 22-26 (AB, Irle) are unusual on the outer coast in fall. Three Tropical Kingbirds is about average: at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Nov. 4 (†G & WH), Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR Nov. 7 (JJ, DB) and Cape Blanco, Curry, OR Nov. 16 (†CD, Kaplan). An ad. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Otter Rock, Lincoln, Nov. 11-20 (S. & O. Pierce, m.ob.) and an immature near S.J.C.R., Nov. 12 (†JL) bring the Oregon total to about ten records; the former is the first documented with photographs. The Blue Jay near Salem, Marion, OR throughout November (BB, SR) was the only report. A Scrub Jay at Elma, WA Oct. 8 (G & WH) was a first Grays Harbor record and indicative of continuing expansion. American Crow populations continue to expand in formerly unoccupied areas in the interior. They were unknown in the Bend, OR area 5 years ago; 130 were counted Aug. 15 (fide TC). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher near the S.J.C.R., Oct. 30 (MP) is a first n. Oregon coast record. Five N. Mockingbirds were reported (KA, 
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CM, Skibby, Richard Smith), an average fall total. "Eastern" Solitary Vireos were described from near Summer L., Lake, OR Sept. 13 (†SS) and at Bend, OR Oct. 3 (†TC); their status in Oregon is uncertain. A Tennessee Warbler at Harris Beach S.P., Curry, OR Sept. 22 (AB) was the only report. Concentrations of 120 Orange-crowned Warblers at Hatfield L., Deschutes, OR Sept. 3 (GG) and 100 near Enterprise, Wallowa, OR Sept. 17 (CC) were notable for our region. Frenchglen, Harney, OR held a Magnolia Warbler and a Cape May Warbler Oct. 3-5 (†JC, TM). There are about 10 Oregon records of Cape May. Another Magnolia was at S.J.C.R. Oct. 10 (Weinholt). A male Black-throated Blue Warbler at Richland, Benton Oct. 8 (†BW) is the 2nd documented record for Washington; both are single person sight records. The 1992 record (AB 46:474) was not accepted. An imm. Prairie Warbler at Harris Beach S.P., Curry Sept. 21-25 (AB, †CD, m.ob.) is about the 4th Oregon record, all from the s. coast. Blackpoll Warblers were described at Cape Blanco, Curry Oct. 1 (†CD) and Brookings Oct. 3 (AB, †CD); undescribed reports included one at Moxee, Yakima, WA Aug. 28 (BSu), 1-2 at Malheur Sept. 19-20 (SR, Janzen), and one at Astoria, Clatsop, OR Oct. 10 (Fay). An ad. female Black-and-white Warbler was banded in Douglas, WA Aug. 13 (†DSt) and one was at Page Springs, Harney, OR Sept. 12 (C. & M. O'Leary); there are usually a couple of fall records. American Redstarts are not found annually on the westside, an imm. male was at Gold Beach, Curry, OR Oct. 4-5 (CD). An imm. male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, netted and photographed at S.J.C.R., Sept. 12 (MP), was the only report of this species which is usually found in fall in the interior. A Dickcissel at Eagle Point, Jackson Oct. 20-29 (Sands, ph.) is the first Oregon record since
  [image: ]
Dickcissel at Eagle Point, Oregon, in October 1993. Photograph/Howard Sands.

the 1980's. Clay-colored Sparrows were reported from 6 different locations in Curry Sept. 23–Oct. 23 (†CD et al.); they are annual in fall in Oregon but 6 records is an excellent total. Swamp Sparrows were found in good numbers. The earliest westside report was an adult at Ocosta, Grays Harbor, WA Oct. 3 (BT); there were 6 other w. Washington reports and they were widespread in w. Oregon. In the interior, where they are less regular, an adult and an immature were at Hatch, Wallowa, OR Oct. 16–Nov. 12 (CC), one was at L. Abert, Lake, OR Oct. 30 (†CM), and three were at McNary N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 9 (Wisman). It was clearly an above-average year for White-throated Sparrow reports: 28 were reported from the Brookings area alone and 12 were reported from e. Oregon, including five together at Malheur Sept. 30 (JC, TM). Rare blackbirds included a Rusty Blackbird at Seattle Oct. 5 (EN), a Com. Grackle at Port Orford, Curry, OR Aug. 13–Sept. 14 (H. & A. Pfand), and a female Great-tailed Grackle at Fields Sept. 27–Oct. 3 (SJ et al.). Most Oregon records of Great-taileds are of males in spring. A female Hooded Oriole was at Hunter Creek, Curry Nov. 23-24 (†CD); they are almost annual in s.w. Oregon. An imm. male Streak-backed Oriole at Malheur Sept. 28–Oct. 1 (SJ, Simmons, Herr, Herlyn, m.ob.) was a first Oregon record, and the farthest n. record for the continent. Red Crossbills were very unevenly distributed. Small numbers were found in the Puget Trough and northern Willamette valley late August on (Lyles, K & JW, WC, HN) and along the e. slope of the Cascades (R & GR). They apparently moved around considerably, becoming locally common in Skagit, and around Portland in September (K & JW, HN), but were very scarce in the Okanogan highlands in October (AS). Both Pine Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks were very scarce in all parts of the region that reported them (K & JW, G & WH, WC, AS). 

Initialed Observers (with subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, David Bailey, Alan Barron, Barb Benin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Wilson Cady, Jim Carlson, Alan Contreras, Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree, Mike Denny, Colin Dillingham (Curry), Jim Duemmel, Greg Gilson, Tony Greager, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Rich Hoyer, Jr. (Corvallis area), Eugene Hunn, Gary Ivey, Jim Johnson, Sheran Jones, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner, Bruce LaBar, John Lundsten, Donna Lusthoff, Tom Mickel (Lane), Craig Miller, Steve Mlodinow, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Matthew Nixon, Erica Norwood, Hal Opperman, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Robert & Georgia Ramsey, Russell Rogers, Tom Rogers (easternmost Washington), Skip Russell, Marty St. Louis, Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam,), Dan Stephens (DSt), Andy Stepnewski, Bill & Zannah Stotz, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Steve Summers (e. Oregon), Bob Sundstrom, Larry Thornburgh (Coos), Rob Thorne (RTh), Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Keith & Jan Wiggers, Bob Woodley. [No names were highlighted in original notes.]
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The Winter Season, 1993-94

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson.

The winter of 1993-1994 picked up where 1991-1992 left off, part of a string of mild and dry winters, as if the cold and snowy winter of 1992-1993 never happened. Observers from all parts of the Region reported slight variations on the same theme. In Richland, Washington, there was no snow in January, a local record. December and January were among the warmest on record in central Oregon, with a total snowfall in Bend of 9 inches compared to 84 inches last year. January averaged almost 10°F warmer than average in eastern Washington, and December and February were also slightly warmer than average. At Seattle, December and January were warmer and drier than usual. In western Washington, February was cooler than average, and average precipitation levels brought needed snow to the mountains. It was deemed a dull winter by most, and indeed there are few unusual birds listed. Conifer finches and Bohemian Waxwings were hard to find. On the bright side, the westside of the Region was awash in Swamp Sparrows, and Snowy Owls made their best showing in a decade.

Abbreviations: O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I, Columbia, OR).

LOONS TO WATERFOWL
Red-throated Loons are rarer than Pacific Loons on freshwater, except on the lower Columbia R. up to Portland. Even though Red-throateds were absent from the Portland area this season (JJ), there were 2 inland records at Spring Cr Hatchery, Skamania, WA Dec. 27 (WC) and at Potholes S.P., Grant, WA Jan. 10 (KK). The only interior report of Pacific Loon was one s. of Vantage, Kittitas, WA Feb. 28 (KK). Eight Yellow-billed Loon reports were an increase over recent winters, with four in Puget Sound (VN, †D & SS, H. Fray, M. Street), three on the Washington coast (fide B. Morse, MP) and one on the Oregon coast at the Siuslaw R. estuary, Lane, to Dec. 20 (B & ZS). Western Grebe numbers were about half of last winter's in the Puget Sound waters of Snohomish and Island (SM), and were also below normal in e. Oregon (TC). The typical Clark's Grebe winter distribution seems to be single birds at widely scattered locations: singles at O.S., Feb. 26 (†G & WH) and Spring Creek Hatchery, Skamania, WA Dec. 27 (WC), three in Curry, OR (CD) and one at Ana Res., Lake, OR Dec. 6 (CM). Two boat trips out of Westport, WA Jan. 15 & 16 (TW), and one off Newport, OR Jan. 29 (GG) found small numbers of both Black-footed and Laysan albatross, 20-70 N. Fulmar, up to 14 Short-tailed and one Sooty shearwater, and one—two Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel. The fulmar numbers were an increase over the last 2 winters and the storm-petrels were unexpected. Great Egrets remained in large numbers, and later than usual throughout w. Oregon and Washington, particularly in the Willamette valley. One in early December on the Lummi flats, Whatcom, WA (JD) was the farthest north. Four were still on Sauvie at the end of February, 2 months later than normal (JJ). The last Cattle Egrets of the fall flight were singles at Eglon, Kitsap, WA Dec. 11 (VN), Melrose, Douglas, OR Dec. 27 (A. Parker) and Harbor, Curry, OR Dec. 28 (D. Munson). Again this winter Mute Swans were found in wintering swan flocks: singles at Monmouth, Polk, OR Jan. 30+ (m.ob., fide BB) and on Lummi flats, Whatcom, WA Jan. 15—Feb. 27 (RR, †JD). An Emperor Goose near Florence, Lane, OR Dec. 12+ (P. Sherrell) was the only report. A Brant at Swallows Park, Asotin, WA Jan. 26 (JA) was very unusual for the interior. One—two male Tufted Ducks on the Columbia R. at Puget I., Wahkiakum, WA Feb. 10+ (A. Emlyn, G. Boyce) was the only report. Greater Scaup numbers on the Columbia R. upstream of Portland seemed to be considerably lower than previous winters (DL).

RAPTORS TO ALCIDS
White-tailed Kite numbers in Oregon seemed quite good this winter: 46 were reported along the length of the outer coast and n. to Polk in the interior. In Washington, they were at the usual Wahkiakum (KK), Pacific, and Lewis locations (B. Hughes, BT). Bald Eagles were very numerous in most parts of the Region, including the s. Washington coast (G & WH), n. Puget Sound (DP), n. Willamette valley (HN), and along the Columbia R. (TC). The usual few Red-shouldered Hawk reports n. of s. Oregon included: singles at Tillamook, OR Dec. 18 (JG), near Corvallis, OR for the winter (Rho, GG), near Finley N.W.R., OR Dec. 19 (fide Rho), two at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR for the winter (TM), and one at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA Jan. 1+ (WC). In Washington, Rough-legged Hawks were numerous on the s. coast (G & WH) and n. Olympic Pen. (D & SS), and it was a very good winter for the species on the eastside (JA, BT). However, Rough-leggeds were scarce throughout w. (JJ, HN) and e. Oregon (TC, DL). Three Gyrfalcons wintered in Skagit (m.ob.), one at O.S. (G & WH), and two were found in e. Washington (KK, VN, AS). These are typical winter numbers, although none was recorded in Oregon. The number of Peregrine Falcons wintering in Seattle may have reached 8 this winter (M. Muller); this would have been considered astounding a decade ago. Snowy Plovers were found in 2 Tillamook locations at the n. end of their regular winter range: three on Bayocean Spit Dec. 18 (fide HN) and one at Nehalem R. mouth Jan. 30 (R Owens). However, a count of seven at Bandon S.P., Coos Dec. 28 (GG), one of the species’ wintering strongholds, was poor. Two hundred Greater Yellowlegs were counted on the n. side of Willapa Bay Jan. 28 (G & WH), probably the largest winter number ever in Washington. There were 2 unusual records of Long-billed 
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Curlew away from the outer coast: one at Swinomish Channel, Skagit, WA Dec. 26-Jan. 5 (D. Nunnallee, HA) and one near Albany, Linn, OR Jan. 21 (J. Hardin). Both the Wandering Tattler at Tokeland, Pacific, WA Feb. 23 (B & GR) and the Red Knot at O.S., Dec. 17 (J. Buchanon) were surprising winter records, with the tattler the more unusual. A Rock Sandpiper at Tacoma, WA Feb. 5 (TB) was a Pierce-first and the farthest south record in Puget Sound. The numbers of wintering Dunlin in the Willamette valley may be more significant than previously thought: 15,000 were in the Eugene area this winter (TM), and last winter 15,000 were found in Linn. No Pomarine Jaegers were found on pelagic trips, but one was at O.S., Feb. 26 (G & WH). For the 6th year Little Gulls wintered on American L., Pierce, WA. Two adults were present throughout the winter (PtS) and an immature was found there Feb. 12+ (†AS, EH); all previous Washington records have been adults. Heermann's Gulls occasionally winter on the outer coast, but an adult in Puget Sound at Tacoma, WA Feb. 18 (RS) was unprecedented. Three Thayer's Gull reports from e. Washington included a first-year at Ice Harbor Dam, Franklin, Dec. 12 (AS), an adult at Banks L., Grant Jan. 9 (AS), and one at Wallula, Walla Walla Jan. 28 (MD); records after December are almost nonexistent. An ad. Slaty-backed Gull at Tacoma, WA Jan. 1+ (†RS, m.ob.) was well photographed for Washington's 2nd record. The status of W. Gull in the interior needs clarification. Virtually all reports are from Columbia and Snake R. dams, including this winter's reports: a 3rd-year at Ice Harbor Dam, Franklin, WA Dec. 27 (†KK), one in January along the river in Umatilla, OR (CC), and one at McNary Dam, Benton, WA Jan. 29 (KK). Two Glaucous-winged Gulls at Haystack Res., Dec. 16-19 (CM) were a Jefferson first; they are very rare in e. Oregon away from the Columbia R. Glaucous Gull reports did not quite equal last winter's numbers, but nine in w. Washington, another nine in e. Washington, and seven in w. Oregon are still above-average numbers. Black-legged Kittiwake numbers offshore were mediocre: 100 off Westport Jan. 15 (TW) and only two off Newport Jan. 29 (GG). However 800 kittiwakes, largely adults, at O.S., Feb. 26 (G & WH) was the biggest flock seem there in many years. A Caspian Tern at Naselle, Pacific, WA Feb. 19 (A. Richards) was 3 weeks early. Less than 1,000 Com. Murres were found off Westport Jan. 15-16 (TW) and just over 100 were off Newport Jan. 29 (GG). Previous winter pelagic trip totals have been as high as 10,000 in 1990 and 30,000 in 1993. Puget Sound counts of Com. Murre were better: 3,500 at San Juan I., Jan. 18 (SM) and 800+ in late January off Point Defiance, Pierce (R. Thorn). The most abundant alcids offshore were Ancient Murrelets: 50-100 per day off Westport (TW) and 450+ off Newport (GG). Most of these were well offshore. Ancient Murrelets were very scarce in Puget Sound this winter; the maximum number at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA was 32 Dec. 14; usual peak counts there are 100-200 (VN), and only 52 were at San Juan I., Jan. 18 (SM). Cassin's Auklets were found in moderately low numbers offshore: over 100 per day off Westport (TW) and only 10 off Newport (GG).

OWLS TO TROGLODYTES
The best Snowy Owl winter since 1984-1985 consisted of ≥17 in w. Washington: six in Whatcom (JD, TW), six in Skagit (SM), three in Snohomish (B & GR), one in Clallam (D & SS) and one on the outer coast at O.S. (RW). Seven were reported in e. Washington: three in Lincoln (JA), two in Adams (RH), one in Whitman (L. Bradley), and one in Franklin (KK). In w. Oregon, one remained at Ohling Rd., Linn Dec. 22-Jan. 30 (RHo, m.ob.), and singles were briefly seen at Meares Ridge, Tillamook Dec. 5 (fide, C. Roberts) and Camp Rilea, Clatsop, Dec. 15 (MP). Eastern Oregon also held good numbers, with two each in Umatilla and Morrow (CC). To nobody's surprise, Barred Owls continued to appear in new locations: two at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR Dec. 5 (fide, RHo) and one 13 mi up the Rogue R., Curry, OR Feb. 16 (CD) encroaching on an established Spotted Owl territory. A calling Great Gray Owl in Okanogan, WA Jan. 31 (RR) adds to a series of sightings in that area. A calling Boreal Owl near Toroda Cr., Okanogan, WA Jan. 29-30 (RR) was the only report. Areas with good concentrations of Lewis' Woodpeckers included Klickitat, WA with >20 Jan. 8 (MD) and the coastal mountains of Curry, OR (CD), but very low numbers were in the Rogue valley (MM), where they are usually regular. There were no Blue Jays reported in the Region. Scrub Jay reports from the edge of their ever-expanding range consisted of one in Bremerton, Kitsap, WA Feb. 10 (S. Ray), two in Tacoma, WA in December (S. Wagner), and four wintering in Bend, OR (TC). A Pygmy Nuthatch in Salem, OR Jan. 30 (†J & M Reuling) is a west-side rarity, although there have been several reports of the species from this area recently.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES 
A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher near Eagle Point, Jackson, OR Feb. 20 (D. Cronberg, fide, MM) was almost 2 months early, if it was a spring migrant. Many thousands of Am Robins were wintering in the c. Oregon juniper groves: 20,000 were around Prineville, Crook Jan. 4, 30,000 were in the Powell Butte, Crook area Feb. 20, and 50,000 were in Bend Feb. 20-24 (TC). The Wrentit at Brownsville, OR Jan. 2 (fide, RHo) provided a first Linn record. Wrentits had been slowly expanding n. in the Willamette valley through the 1980's, but the expansion appeared to have stalled. Two N. Mockingbirds along the Oregon coast (MP, C. Smith) were the only reports this winter. One thousand Bohemian Waxwings at Winthrop, Okanogan, WA Feb. 20 (EH) was the biggest reported flock. They were virtually absent at Richland, WA (BW) and Spokane (JA), and were uncommon in e Oregon (TC). Northern Shrike numbers an e. Oregon were lower than average (TC). A Tennessee Warbler at Satsop, Grays Harbor Dec. 5-Jan. 5 (†BT, m.ob.) provided the first Washington winter record, as well as the first photographed record (J. Skriletz). One at Brookings, Curry Dec. 6 (details, fide, CD) was Oregon's 5th winter record. A Nashville Warbler at Seattle Dec 19 (†J. Elder) was a late lingerer. The remnants of the huge fall Palm Warbler flight stayed until Jan. 16 at Seattle (KA, m.ob.) and Jan. 14 at Port Orford, OR (TM) There were 17 reported on the Oregon coast during the period (m.ob.) and at least two in Washington, very high winter numbers. Two Am. Tree Sparrows at Fern Ridge Res., Lane Feb. 10+ (C. Watson, m.ob.) were rare in the Willamette valley. Two Clay-colored Sparrows, annual rarities in Oregon, were found in the Willamette valley: at Independence, Polk Dec. 15+ (R Gerig, †S. Dowlan, m.ob.) and at Fern Ridge Res., Lane Jan. 2-22 (†L. McQueen)
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Western Washington observers commented on the generally low numbers of Zonotrichia 
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(D & SS, BT) and Fox Sparrows (JD). Snow Buntings were infrequent in e. Washington, except for the flock of 2,500 near Davenport, Lincoln Dec. 19 (JA). Six Tricolored Blackbirds were at Prineville, Crook Jan. 2 (TC); they have become almost regular there in winter. Rusty Blackbirds were found at Lynnwood, King, WA Jan. 1–Feb. 9 (J. Flavin) and at Sauvie Dec. 31–Jan. 7 (†JG); they are rare but regular most winters. Up to three imm. male Hooded Orioles were at Hunter Ck., Curry to at least Feb. 25 (D. Sevey, m.ob.); this is the only Oregon location where their occurrence is routine. Virtually all of the "winter" finches breed in our region, so the name is a misnomer. All except White-winged Crossbill and Com. Red-poll are common residents and taken for granted by observers. However, Purple Finches, Pine Siskins, and Evening Grosbeaks disappeared from most of the region this winter. Purple Finches were sparse (TM, BT). Pine Siskins were common in n.e. Washington (AS), but scarce in all other regions (BT, SM, JD) until late February, when they became more conspicuous (HN, S. Pinnock). Evening Grosbeaks were almost absent everywhere (KK, BT, G & WH, JD, TW), except n.e. Washington (KK). Red Crossbills of several types were found in moderate numbers in some areas. Types 1, 2, 3, and 4 were found in mixed flocks on Whidbey I., WA Jan. 9 (DP, T. Hahn). Small numbers of White-winged Crossbills on Mt. Spokane, Spokane, WA in January (JA) were the only ones found. Common Redpolls were scarce in e. Washington (AS) and e. Oregon (TC). A count of 17 Lesser Goldfinch at Lyle, Klickitat Jan. 8 (MD) is about average for Washington's only population. 

Initialed observers, with subregional editors in boldface: Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Howard Armstrong, Range Bayer, Barb Bellin, Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Wilson Cady, Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Mike Denny, Colin Dillingham, Jim Duemmel, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Randy Hill, Glen &  Wanda Hoge, Rich Hoyer, Jr. (RHo), Eugene Hunn, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner (s.e. Washington), Bob Kuntz, Donna Lusthoff, Tom Mickel, Craig Miller, Steve Mlodinow, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Tom Rogers (easternmost Washington), Richard Rowlett, Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Bill & Zannah Stotz, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Ruth Sullivan, Terry Wahl, Bob Woodley.


Spring Migration, 1994

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Steve Summers.

April precipitation was roughly normal, but otherwise it was a dry and warm spring throughout the Region. March in the TriCities, Washington was the second driest on record, and all other areas noted a similar continuation of the drought. This spring brought a significant incursion of interior birds into the Region, most notably Cattle Egret and Black-throated Sparrow. Exceptional rarities included at least two Manx Shearwaters off Washington in April, an Eastern Wood Pewee at Malheur and a Rustic Bunting in western Oregon. Unfortunately, this will be Steve's last report. He is moving to Utah, and we are losing a great birder and an outstanding source of knowledge of Oregon birdlife.

Abbreviations: Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I. Columbia and Multnomah, OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR).

LOONS TO FALCONS
Common Loons are rare Washington breeders: two young were at Hozorneen L, Whatcom May 23 (fide, BK) and a pair nested at Lost L., Okanogan (J. Potter). For the 2nd consecutive spring, no Yellow-billed Loons were reported. Approximately 30,000 Eared Grebe estimated on L Abert, Lake, OR Apr 28 (SS) is a convincing indication of the importance of this alkaline lake for migrants. The only pelagic trips reported were 3 off Westport, WA Apr. 2, 17 & 30th (TW). All were long-distance trips covering waters beyond the Continental Shelf edge. One-hundred—two-hundred Black-footed Albatross were found per trip, as expected. Northern Fulmar were scarce, with 1-34 per trip. In the e. Strait of Juan de Fuca, two N. Fulmar off Ft. Flagler, Jefferson Mar. 3 (M. Gibson, fide, D & SS) were highly unusual. No Murphy's Petrel were found on the April pelagic trips, although they covered waters where the species was readily found in April 1992, Pink-footed Shearwaters began to appear off Westport in mid-April, with counts of one and nine. Up to 5,000 Sooty Shearwaters were found per trip and a total of 15 Short-
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tailed Shearwaters were found in 3 trips. At least two, and possibly four, Manx Shearwaters were found at the edge of the Continental Shelf off Westport Apr. 2 (TW, ph., m.ob.). Two were seen together in a large aggregation of feeding shearwaters over Grays Canyon, and two were seen again several km. distant. Leach's Storm-Petrels were found over deep water on all 3 trips, with a peak count of 182 Apr. 17. The first Brown Pelican reports were at Chetco Pt., Curry, OR Apr. 27 (F. Hummel) and at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA Apr. 30 (SM). April arrival dates usually indicate strong northward summer dispersion. Least Bittern status in Oregon is still poorly understood; a bird heard calling at Klamath Marsh N.W.R., Klamath May 26 (B. Tice) added to a limited number of records from this area. Snowy Egrets are rare in spring away from the s. Oregon coast; singles were at Medford, Jackson, OR Apr. 25 (J. Wahl), near Shelton, Mason, WA May 23-25 (†A. Beelick) and at O.S., Apr. 26 (B & GR). Cattle Egret produced their best ever spring showing in Oregon, including ≤16 at Malheur through May (mob.), one at Summer L., Lake Apr. 28 (DL), and one at Medford, Jackson May 14 (E. Setterberg). An unusual number of Ross' Geese were found away from their traditional migration route through the s.e. portion of Oregon. The 16 reports included one on Sauvie Apr. 12 (J. Morawski); one in Skagit, WA Apr. 12-13 (K & JW); one at Aumsville, Marion, OR Apr. 14 (JL, ph.); five at Sauvie Apr. 18-20 (HN, mob.); one near Wamic, Wasco, OR Apr. 23 (DL); three in Skagit, WA Apr. 27-28 (K & JW), and four at Central Ferry S.P., Garfield, WA May 1 (†AS). The Emperor Goose that wintered in Lane, OR was last seen Mar. 24 (PaSu). Four reports of "Eur." Green-winged Teal is above average: at Sauvie Mar. 5 (G. Baker, m.ob.); Adna, Lewis, WA Mar. 13 (BT); Medford, Jackson, OR Mar. 25 (C. Bromitt); and Summer L., Lake, OR Mar. 28 (SS). Two Tufted Duck reports included a rare interior record of a male at Reardan, Lincoln, WA Apr. 13-23 (†JA) and a male on the coast at Bay City, Tillamook, OR Apr. 9-17 (HN, m.ob.). White-tailed Kite sightings in the Rogue valley totaled 6 (fide, MM), and there were 3 Willamette valley (m.ob.) and one Oregon coastal sighting (HH). Accompanying these poor numbers were no reports of nesting attempts, and no Washington reports. A Red-shouldered Hawk nest was found near Harbor, Curry, OR for the 2nd consecutive spring (DM). Other Oregon reports included one in Josephine May 21 (m.ob.) and one at Siletz Bay, Lincoln Apr. 30 (BB). Unusually late departure dates for Rough-legged Hawks came from several Washington locations: three at Samish, Skagit May 1 (K & JW), one in Asotin Apr. 24 (RN), and two at Washtucna, Adams May 4 (B & GR). A Peregrine pair breeding in Seattle is a local first (BA), and they generated some great publicity. The only Gyrfalcon report was near Mondovi, Lincoln, WA Mar. 5-9 (JA).

CHARADRIIFORMES
There was one Pacific Golden-Plover reported, at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR May 8 (SR), and nine golden-plovers (sp.) reported, including five at Dungeness, Clallam, WA Apr. 24 (D & SS), three at Astoria, Clatsop, OR May 5 (MP), and one at Clatsop Beach, Clatsop, OR May 14 (MP). The spring status of both golden-plover species is still undetermined. Black-necked Stilts appeared earlier than normal in the interior, with the first sightings Mar. 28 at Othello, Adams, WA (KK) and Mar. 31 at Yakima delta, Franklin, WA (BW). Stilts also appeared widely in w Oregon where they are casual; ≤30 were found in the Willamette valley from Mar. 25—May 5 (m.ob.) and at least five were found in the Rogue valley from Mar. 27—May 4 (fide, MM). An Am. Avocet at the Yakima R. delta, Franklin, WA Mar. 5 (BW) was also on an early arrival date. Lesser Yellowlegs, a rare spring migrant, were found in above-average numbers throughout w. Oregon Apr. 15-26 (m.ob.). The peak count was 25 at Medford, Jackson Apr. 17 (SR). Solitary Sandpipers, another rare spring migrant, also made an impressive showing in w. Oregon, particularly in the Willamette valley. Reports indicated at least 30 birds were found Apr. 17—May 14, while only two were reported from w. Washington. Eastern Oregon had a more normal total of five Solitary Sandpiper reports (CM, GI, SS, DA). A count of 832 Whimbrel near Mt. Vernon, Skagit, WA May 3 (K & JW) was the highest reported. They were accompanied by a Marbled Godwit Apr. 27—May 6 (K & JW), a local rarity. Willet reports away from the outer coast are quite unusual, except in e. Oregon, so singles at Oak Bay, Jefferson, WA Apr. 2 (E. Kridler), at Reardan, Lincoln, WA May 3 (JA) and at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR May 20-21 (BB) were unexpected. Reports of Semipalmated Sandpiper in the spring are generally noteworthy: singles were at Medford, Jackson, OR Apr. 14 (D. Cronberg); at Skagit Apr. 30 (SA); at Reardan, Lincoln May 5 (JA); at Tillamook, Tillamook, OR May 7-13 (S. Jaggers, HN); and one at Warrenton, Clatsop, OR May 14 (DB). The highest reported totals of W. Sandpiper did not include any Grays Harbor reports: 20,000 at Crockett L., Island, WA May 7 (SM); 12,700 at Padilla Bay, Skagit, WA Apr. 30 (BK); 12,000 at Abert L., Lake, OR Apr. 28 (SS); and 6,000 in Clatsop, OR May 1 (MP). Five thousand Least Sandpipers at Abert L, Apr. 28 (SS) was a very large total for the interior. At least 17 Baird's Sandpipers were found in w. Oregon from Apr. 14—May 1, primarily at inland locations. The peak count was ten at Sauvie Apr. 22 (DB). Eastern Oregon had an unusual 18 reports, including two very early at Summer L., Lake Mar. 28 (SS). The remainder of reports were from April, with a peak of 11 at Malheur Apr. 29 (RV, GI, CM). Three Pectoral Sandpipers in Skagit May 8 (K & JW) were the only report of this scarce spring migrant. Three thousand Dunlins at L. Abert, Lake, OR Apr, 28 was an also excellent interior total. Only two Red Phalarope were found on 3 trips off Westport in April, while Red-necked numbers peaked at 1,150 Apr. 30 (TW). Inland, one Red at Lakeview, Lake, OR May 25 (†R. Rogers) was the 2nd county record. Pomarine Jaeger numbers averaged five per trip off Westport in April (TW); no other jaegers were noted offshore. A Parasitic Jaeger at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA May 21-26 (VN) provided a local first for spring, and another at Everett, WA May 8 (SM) was 
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also unusual. The only coastal report of a Parasitic was at S.J.C.R., Apr. 30 (MP). A Long-tailed Jaeger at O.S., May 20 (†G & WH) was a 2nd spring record for the area. Up to four Little Gulls found from Mar. 12-May 7 at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA (VN) was the highest spring total ever; three different adults were seen Apr 10-11 and an immature May 7. Large numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls were found migrating N along the Continental Shelf edge off Westport; 62 Apr. 2 and 378 Apr. 17 (TW). Heermann's Gulls are unusual even on the outer coast in spring, so singles inland at Olympia, Thurston, WA in April-May 3 (E. Larson, T. Schooley) and at Monmouth., Polk, OR Mar, 20 (CCo) were remarkable. A Thayer's Gull at McNary Dam, Umatilla, OR Mar. 13 (SR) is one of few e. Oregon records. The Slaty-backed Gull at Tacoma was seen until Mar. 11 (†BT), and may have reappeared in April. Photographs were taken of a breeding-plumaged adult Apr. 28 (P. Sullivan); since separation of breeding adults is more difficult due to the lack of head streaking, the identification is currently tentative. Two W. Gulls at McNary Dam, Umatilla, OR Mar. 13 (SR) add to a growing number of records from that section of the Columbia R. Five Glaucous Gulls reported from w. Oregon (HN, MP, SR) and three from w. Washington (BT, TW) were the remainders of the excellent winter numbers. Over 2,000 Black-legged Kittiwakes were off Westport Apr. 2, but their numbers dropped to one Apr. 17 and none Apr. 30 (TW). Three early Sabine's Gulls were off Westport Apr. 2, increasing to 25 by mid-month (TW). Caspian Tern numbers at the Everett, WA breeding colony had built to 3,500 by May 29 (SM). Com. Tern numbers at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA built through May, peaking at 250 May 23 (VN), a very high spring count for Puget Sound. An Arctic Tern at O.S., May 1 (BT) was the only coastal report. They had returned to their Everett, WA breeding locale by Apr. 28 (SM). A small colony of Black Terns was present at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR for the 3rd consecutive year (SG); this is the only known westside breeding population. The usual few westside migrant records of Black Tern included one at the Samish R. mouth, Skagit, WA May 7 (BK); one at Medford, Jackson, OR May 14 (MM); and one at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA May 18 (VN). Common Murre numbers continue to be of concern. Counts over the Continental Shelf off Westport were very low during April, less than 50 per trip (TW). At the end of the month about 1,000, probably northbound migrants, were found over deep water (TW). The Com. Murre nesting rocks along the Oregon coast appeared to be only half occupied by late May (HN), probably indicating another poor breeding season. Excellent counts of Marbled Murrelets flying past Point No Point, Kitsap, WA included 109 Mar. 7, >200 Apr. 13 & 15. Marbled Murrelets were not censused in the Port Gardner area, where high counts were found last spring.

PIGEONS TO MIMIDS
Band-tailed Pigeon numbers in the Region have declined, but there were good numbers in Skagit, WA in May (K & JW). The last Snowy Owls of the winter flight were in Umatilla, OR until Mar. 12 (C, CCo) and in Lincoln, WA through Mar. 18 (JA). Stepnewski and others found Great Gray Owls at 3 locations in Okanogan this spring, including one breeding pair. Clearly they are regular residents in this area. Documented breeding records of Long-eared Owls on the westside are scarce. A pair nested at Nisqually N.W.R., WA (L. Carpenter) for a Thurston first, and a juvenile found near Creswell, OR (A & TM) was a Lane first. A Boreal Owl calling near Havillah, Okanogan, WA Apr. 16 (AS) was the only report. White-throated Swifts were present again at Lower Table Rock, Jackson, OR (RE) which is their only known westside breeding locale. Anna's Hummingbirds at Liberty L., Spokane, WA Apr. 10-May 31 (†BM) and s.e. of Hood River, OR May 22 (DA) were at the edge of their current range. A total of 3 Calliope Hummingbird reports from the Willamette valley Apr. 9-25 (A & TM, C. Yates, K. Pack) is unusual. A singing male Eastern Wood Pewee was tape-recorded at Malheur May 28-30 (JJ, m.ob.) for the first Oregon record. The usual number of W. Kingbird reports from the westside n. of their breeding range consisted of five in Oregon and six in Washington. Three E. Kingbirds found along the Columbia R. e. of Portland in late May (B. Altman) were in an area where breeding occurred last year. This is their westernmost breeding area in Oregon. A pair of Horned Larks at Eugene Apr. 24 (PSh) may indicate the first Lane nesting in years. The numbers of larks breeding in the Willamette valley and the Puget Trough have declined greatly. Meanwhile, Scrub Jay invaders continue to consolidate their forces. A family group in Elma, WA Mar 6 (BT) probably represents the first Grays Harbor breeding record. At the current edge of their range, singles were in Tacoma Apr. 24 (C. Duchesne), in Bellevue, King, WA Apr. 23 (fide, H. Opperman), in Bend, OR Mar. 6 (CM) and in the Beatty’s Butte area on the Lake-Harney, OR line May 26 (B. McAllister). Eastern Oregon observers should attempt to determine whether these birds are of the coastal or interior race. The slow W. Bluebird recolonization of the n. Olympic peninsula continues, with a pair nesting near Sequim, Clallam, WA (C. Warts, fide, D & SS) and two near Joyce, Clallam Apr. 5 (RN). The number of N. Mockingbird reports was above average one in Liberty L., Spokane, WA Apr. 27 (†BM), six reports from Harney (m.ob ), one at Silver L., Lake May 14 (SS), and five reports in w. Oregon (MM, CD, JJ, MP, M Southard). A Brown Thrasher at Malheur May 24 (†J. Lundsten) was the first Oregon report since 1990.

SHRIKES TO FINCHES
Two Loggerhead Shrikes were found in the Willamette valley, where they are casual at Sauvie Mar. 19 (M. Weinholt) and Mollala, Clackamas May 7 (E. Specht). A singing "Plumbeous" Solitary Vireo was at Fields, Harney May 22+ (JG, m.ob.); the only other regional record of this race was in 1992. All but one of the eight vagrant warblers reported were from Harney: a Tennessee May 20 (J. Nestler, D. Copeland), a N. Parula May 27-29 (m.ob.), a Blackburnian May 23 (JG), a Blackpoll May 26 (PaSu), and single Black and-whites May 13-14, May 22, and May 28 (DL, JG). The exception was a Hooded Warbler at Beaverton, OR May 20 (†SR).

 (
S.A.
In most years, Black-throated Sparrows are a sparsely distributed breeder throughout the desert scrub of 
s.e
.
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 May 26 (CM). West of the mountains, a total of 19 were found in w. Oregon May 1+ (m.ob.), including three in the Rogue valley (H. Sands, RE), six on the outer coast (CD, DM, S. Johnson, C. Alvorez, M. Welhart, D. Longoff), seven in the
 
Willamette valley (M. Lippsmeyer, PSh, H. Wisner, K. Swindel, R. Radke, TJ, B. Altman)
 
and two in the Cascades (BB, DL, TJ). In w. Washington, singles were at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston May 17 (†D. Logan), at Point No Point, 
Kitsap
 May 20 (Bob Lone, VN), and at Sedro Wooley, 
Skagit
 May 20 (K & IW, ph.). 
)

Rose-breasted Grosbeak reports included a male in Seattle May 22 (†W. Iverson) and four at Malheur May 20-31 
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(m.ob.), a good showing for this annual vagrant. American Tree Sparrows near Joyce, Clallam, WA Mar. 18-26 (RN) and near Snohomish, Snohomish, WA Apr. 2 (SA) represented late dates for the westside. A Clay-colored Sparrow e. of Spokane, WA May 28+ (R. Roundy, JA) was in an area where summering birds have appeared previously, but a singing male in Tillamook, OR May 16 (JJ, DB) and one in W. Roseburg, Douglas, OR Mar. 11 (K. Graves) were highly unusual spring vagrants. Two Swamp Sparrows near Elma, Grays Harbor, WA Mar 6 (BT) and one near Belfair, Mason, WA Mar. 25 (RN) were additional to the large winter total. A Rustic Bunting in Eugene, Lane Apr. 2-17 (PSh, m.ob.) is Oregon's 2nd record. Three singing male Tricolored Blackbirds at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk May 30 (R. Gerig, BB) might represent the formation of a new Willamette valley colony. In the Oregon interior, 30 were found near Wamic, Wasco Apr. 10 (DL) for the 4th consecutive year, although nesting has yet to be documented; ten were at Bridge Cr. pond, Wheeler May 14 (DL), and one was at Bear Valley, Grant Mar. 22 (M. Denny). Great-tailed Grackles have become annual in spring in s.e. Oregon, and at least two were at Malheur Apr. 25+ (m.ob.). Common Grackles, still very rare in the region, were reported 4 times from Curry and once from Lane, but the only report with details was in Brookings Apr. 17 (†CD). They are becoming regular in s.e. Oregon: A male was at Silver L., May 8 (SS) for a Lake first and one was at Malheur May 13-14 (DL). Hooded Orioles were found again at Hunter Cr., Curry Mar. 25 and Apr. (CD, m.ob.); they are regularly reported from this part of the s. Oregon coast in spring. Another report came from the Winchuck R., Curry May 21 (CD). Good numbers of Red Crossbills were noted in n.e. Washington in March and April (AS, RN) and in the Wenatchee Mts. in late March (CCh), but they were very scarce in the Cascades in May (AS). Three Type IV Red Crossbills were at Tacoma, WA May 6 (RT). They were otherwise scarce in the Puget Trough (BT, RT), although small numbers were on Whidbey I. (CCh). A few White-winged Crossbills were on Mt. Spokane, WA Mar. 5 (AS) to Apr. 26 (RN) for the only Regional reports. Both Pine Siskin and Evening Grosbeak are usually common in the w. lowlands in the spring, but both species occurred sparingly there this spring (CCh, RT, RN, BT). Generous numbers of Pine Siskins were found in n.e. Washington (AS) and the Wenatchee Mts. (CCh) in March, but they were scarce in the Cascades in May (AS). Evening Grosbeaks were also common in n.e. Washington in March (AS, KK) and absent in the Cascades in May (AS).

Initialed observers, with subregional editors in boldface: Jim Acton, Bud Anderson, David Anderson, Scott Atkinson, David Bailey, Range Bayer (Lincoln, OR), Barb Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Chris Chappell (CCh), Craig Corder (CCo), Tom Crabtree, Colin Dillingham, Ray Ekstrom, Steve Gordon, Hendrik Herlyn, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Gary Ivey, Tim Janzen, Jim Johnson, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner (Clarkston area), Bob Kuntz, Gerard Lillie (w. Oregon), John Lundsten, Donna Lusthoff, Allison & Tom Mikel, Brian Miller, Craig Miller, Steve Mlodinow, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Don Munson, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Robert Norton, Mike Patterson, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Tom Rogers (e. Washington), Skip Russell, Paul Sherrill, Dory & Stan Smith (Olympic Peninsula), Andy Stepnewski, Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Steve Summers (e. Oregon), Rob Thorn, Rick Vetter, Terry Wahl, Keith & Jan Wiggers, Bob Woodley 


The Nesting Season, 1994

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson.

The summer weather was basically warm and dry, a continuation of the long-term drought conditions. On the ocean, even though the El Niño/Summer Oscillation (ENSO) event was officially finished, warm water upwelling remained below average off both Oregon and Washington. As a consequence, abundance and breeding success of many seabird species remained low. The early shorebird migration was unexciting, as was the June vagrant showing. The season's best birds were the Semipalmated Plovers nesting on the Oregon coast and the Black-throated Sparrows appearing almost everywhere.

Abbreviations: O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR).

LOONS TO DUCKS
Western Grebes nested at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR for the 3rd consecutive year (UP); they are not known to breed w. of the Cascades elsewhere in the Region. Three Clark's Grebes also summered on Fern Ridge Res. (UP); they are scarce breeders even on the eastside. There were 2 pelagic trips off Westport, WA, July 9 & 16 (TW), and one off Newport, OR July 31 (GG), Northern Fulmar numbers were low, ranging from 3-23. Pink-footed Shearwaters were not found until July 16. An early Buller's Shearwater was off Newport July 31. Sooty Shearwaters were incredibly scarce; the count of 57 July 9 was probably a record low for July and 75 July 31 was not much better. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel numbers were low, ranging from 2-23. One on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, n. of Port Angeles, July 8 (PL) was not surprising as they tend to disperse into the inland waters when ocean conditions are poor. Very high numbers of Brown Pelican were at O.S., July 30 (G & WH), indicating another strong northward post-breeding dispersal. A belated report of a Snowy Egret at Dungeness N.W.R., Clallam May 16 (†T. Parker) provided the 3rd spring record in 1994, the best spring total for Washington yet. Black-crowned Night-Herons are not known to breed on the westside: Summering records included ≤21 summering at the mouth of the Chetco R., Curry, OR (CD); one at O.S., July 5 (RW) for the 3rd local record; three immatures near Tou Velle Park, Jackson, OR July 11 (fide, HS); and one immature at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR July 26 (fide, RB). Green-winged Teal, Am. Wigeon, and Lesser Scaup are scarce breeders in the region; all 3 species bred at Everett, Snohomish, WA (SM) and Lesser Scaup bred also at Deer Lagoon, Island, WA (SM). A female Harlequin Duck with four chicks on the upper Nestucca R., Tillamook, OR July 1 (HN) furnished the 2nd nesting record for the Coast Range. Two Old-squaw at S.J.C.R. to July 6 (MP) and an imm. male on the Siuslaw R. estuary, Lane in July (m.ob.) provided very rare summering records for Oregon.

KITES TO PHALAROPES
The first White-tailed Kites of the post-breeding movement were at S.J.C.R., July 22 (MP) and the Siuslaw R. estuary, Lane, OR (B & ZS). In Washington, breeding kites were reported from the usual locations at Frances, Pacific and Curtis, Lewis (B & GR), and one near Carlsberg July 7 (fide, D & SS) is a Clallam first. The Peregrine pair breeding in downtown Seattle generated almost daily media coverage as the female died but, with help, the male fledged two of the chicks (Falcon Research Group). A pair breeding in Portland brought off one young; they apparently bred last year as well (fide, HN). There was only one Am. Golden-Plover report, an adult at O.S., July 26 (†RN). A pair of Semipalmated Plovers was found breeding at Coos Bay (C. Halett, B. Caster, M. Stern), providing the first Oregon record and the farthest south on the Pacific coast. The nest was found May 18 and the eggs hatched June 8. One chick fledged, and both it and the adults were banded. Apparently a pair was found breeding there in 1993 as well. Four Black-necked Stilts at Tou Velle Park, Jackson, OR July 8-11 (MM) were very unusual on the westside. American Avocets at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR June 5 (D. Pederson) and near Everett, Snohomish, WA June 28 (SM) also provided unexpected summer records on the westside. An ad. Bar-tailed Godwit south of Seal Rocks, Lincoln, OR July 31 (†DF) furnished the fourth county record. Atypical numbers of Semi-palmated Sandpipers included high counts of ≤18 at several n. Puget Sound locations in July (SM) and at least four at O.S. (BT, RN). An ad. Stilt Sandpiper at Reardan, Lincoln, WA July 14-17 (JA) was the only report of this scarce migrant. A Wilson's Phalarope nest with two downy young was found at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk June 12 (P. Bernardi, S. Dowlan) for one of the first breeding records from the Willamette Valley.

GULLS TO ALCIDS
A Long-tailed Jaeger on Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR July 11 (RG) is noteworthy for the onshore location and the early date. Increasing numbers of Franklin's Gulls are being reported in summer away from their s.e. Oregon breeding areas. Six were at W.W.R.D., June 3 (MD), one was on Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR June 6 (fide RB), and one was near Everett, Snohomish, WA June 18 (SM). A pair of Glaucous-winged x Western gulls bred for the 2nd consecutive year on the Willamette R. near Oregon City, Clackamas (T. Janzen); intergrade breeding is generally confined to the outer coast. The Caspian Tern colony in Everett, WA numbered 2,600 adults (J. Flavin) and fledged roughly 1,500 young. The only Elegant Terns reported were three at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR July 24 (KM) and one at S.J.C.R., July 24 (SRa). Also in Everett, 3 pairs of Arctic Terns fledged four young (SM). Black Tern breeding was confirmed for the 3rd consecutive 
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year on Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR July 13 (UP); this is their only known west-side breeding locale. Very large numbers of Com. Murres (1,763) counted off Westport in early July (TW) probably evidenced early northward dispersal and low breeding success (RB). This is the 4th consecutive year of low breeding success. An unusual number of summer records of Ancient Murrelet included one at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR July 4-17 (KM), one at Port Angeles, Clallam, WA July 8 (PL), one at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR July 12 (fide, RB), and one at S.J.C.R., July 18 (SRa). Cassin's Auklets were very scarce off both Westport and Newport (TW, GC), with a peak count of only 10. In inland waters, one was off Port Townsend, Jefferson, WA July 6 (PL), indicating some foraging shift to inside areas. A Horned Puffin reported at Pt. Grenville, Grays Harbor June 11 (L. Carpenter) provided the 3rd Washington report in the last year.

OWLS TO MIMIDS
One Boreal Owl was seen in the Oregon Cascades near Waldo L., Lane July 31 (SR), the farthest south location for this species in the Region. Two singing Least Flycatchers were at Eloika L., Spokane June 13-29 (JA) and one was at Winthrop, Okanogan June 25 (AS); these are normal summer numbers in contrast to the 1993 incursion. Up to four E. Kingbirds found near Everett, Snohomish apparently bred (SM); this is the farthest west breeding location in Washington. Similarly, in Oregon 2 pairs bred for the 2nd year at the mouth of the Sandy R., Multnomah (BA), also the farthest west breeding location. Horned Larks have become scarce as breeders in the Puget Trough: A pair was at McChord A.F.B., Pierce in May (fide, CCh) and a fledgling was found at Port Angeles, Clallam July 26 (D & SS). Breeding Scrub Jays were found at Enumclaw for a first King record (D. & N. Morningstar) and the farthest north breeding in Washington. A pair of Bluebirds produced 2 broods near Sequim (fide, D & SS); they appear to be recolonizing the n. Olympic Pen. Northern Mockingbirds are scarce visitors to the Region; records included five in e. Oregon (HN, MD, DA, DB), one at Wahluke, Franklin, WA June 20 (AS), one at Brookings, Curry, OR July 9 (CD), two at Central Point, Jackson, OR July 24 (MM), and one at the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, OR July 30 (B & ZS). Red-eyed Vireos were found fairly widely in w Oregon, where they are usually quite limited in distribution. More than 10 pairs were at the mouth of the Sandy R., Multnomah (BA); one was at Talent June 28 (E. Ramsey) for one of few Jackson records; singing birds were found near Stayton, Marion (RG) and Eugene, Lane (m.ob.); and a female with a brood patch was mist netted near Oakland July 16 (R. Harper) for the first Douglas breeding record.

WARBLERS TO FINCHES
The only vagrant warbler reports were a male N. Parula at Waldport, Lincoln, OR June 19-22 (DF) and a female Black-and-white Warbler mist netted at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA (BA). A N. Waterthrush was at Eloika L., WA (JA), the only known Spokane location for the species, and two singing birds were near Salt Cr. Falls, Lane (m.ob.), their only known w. Oregon breeding location. Four pairs of Yellow-breasted Chat at the Sandy R. mouth, OR (BA) provided the first Multnomah breeding records. A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, an annual vagrant, was at Cape Meares, Tillamook, OR May 28-July 12 (m.ob.). "There were more reports than usual of Lazuli Bunting in Whatcom (TW), King (EH), and Snohomish (SM) in w. Washington, where they normally are uncommon. A male Indigo Bunting found in Eugene, OR June 5-July 16 (P. French) was found nesting with a female Lazuli Bunting. A pair of Clay-colored Sparrow breeding near Spokane produced two fledglings (JA) July 13 for one of few documented breeding records in Washington. A single was at Toats Coulee, Okanogan, WA June 1 (R. Lindstrom). 
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aive) and at Warm Springs Res., 
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 July 3 (PS).
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A census of the Bobolinks in the Toppenish, Yakima colony found 80-100 individuals (B. Boekelheide); this is the farthest west colony in Washington. In Oregon, where Tricolored Blackbirds are expanding their range, three males were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk June 2 (D. Copeland), a male was at Clarno Pond, Wheeler June 11 (PS), and two males were at Wamic, Wasco June 26 (DL); the Portland colony was apparently not occupied (HN). After appearing in 1993, Yellow-headed Blackbirds apparently bred again in n.w. Washington, near Wiser L., Whatcom (fide, TW). Two male and a female Great-tailed Grackle were at Malheur for the 2nd consecutive summer (HN). Red Crossbills were common in a few n.w. Washington areas, such as Whidbey I. and near Port Angeles, Clallam (CCh), and in the n. Oregon Cascades during July (HN, SR). Pine Siskin numbers were low in n.w. Washington (TW) and on the n. Olympic Pen. (RN). Reports on the minuscule Lesser Goldfinch population in Washington included seven at Maryhill, Klickitat June 18 (†MDo) and three at Lyle, Klickitat June 2 (AS). 
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