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Autumn Migration, 1992

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan

Our weather remained under the influence of the El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) through the first half of autumn. In e. Washington, August—October was drier than normal and November precipitation levels were near normal. In s.e. Oregon, August and September were similarly dry, but October saw the heaviest precipitation for that month since 1982, and November was wet. Temperatures were normal. During the fall, the surface of Malheur L. reached about 500 acres, its lowest level since 1934..
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The dramatic effects of ENSO on seabird populations continued from the summer and were remarkably similar to the effects of the 1983 episode. Numbers of migrant Buller's and Sooty Shearwaters were very low. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels became quite scarce, and Cassin's Auklets appeared to suffer a high rate of mortality. By contrast, Brown Pelicans and Elegant Terns were abundant. ENSO may have contributed to unusual occurrences of Sooty Shearwaters and Cassin's Auklets on the inside waters and of Red Phalaropes in inland areas. The fall Cattle Egret flight was apparently the largest ever to reach our Region; we also saw increased numbers of Great and Snowy egrets. This fall was also characterized by poor numbers of many shorebird species, especially of the more uncommon coastal migrants, and by moderate number of e. vagrants. Barred Owl, Scrub Jay, and Bewick's Wren populations kept growing, and observers continued to find Boreal Owls in new locations. The first 3 fall pelagic trips ever scheduled to explore waters beyond the
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edge of the Continental Shelf found no Pterodroma.

Abbreviations: Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Leadbetter (Leadbetter Pt., Pacific Co., WA); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R, Harney, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).

LOONS TO DUCKS
The only interior Red-throated Loon report was at Haystack Res., Deschutes, OR, Nov. 7 (TC, LR).They are generally more scarcely reported in the interior, away from the lower Columbia R., than are Pacific Loons, which were reported 6 times. The Pacific Loon total is about average, although much lower than the 23 found last fall. An exceptional total for Aug. 20 (TC) was 1,200 Pacific Loons at Manzanita, Tillamook, OR, in addition to 200 at S.J.C.R., Aug. 29 (SR)—also early. Five Yellow-billed Loons were found, all on Puget Sound (B & GR, RVi, Martin Muller, Charles Evans, VN)—the average number of fall reports for the last decade. A report of apparent breeding by Clark's Grebes at Upper Hampton L., Columbia N.W.R., Grant, this summer (RH) represents another breeding locale for this scarce Washington species. We continue to list all reports of migrant Clark's Grebes in search of a pattern. For the interior, there were 3 reports from the Richland, WA, area Sept. 27-Oct. 11 (fide TG), two on the Columbia R., above Priest Rapids Dam, Yakima, Nov. 8 (AS), two at Wickiup Res., Deschutes, OR, Nov. 18 (CM), and one at Haystack Res., Deschutes, OR, Nov. 7 (TC). The 2 coastal reports included two Clark's at Seaside, Tillamook, OR, Aug. 8 (PS, †DL) and one at Timothy L., Clackamas, OR, Sept. 26 (DL). This season hosted 11 pelagic trips out of Westport, WA, Aug. 1-Oct. 11 (TW), including two forays to deep water (>500 fathoms) Sept. 20 and Oct. 3. Oregon trips included one to deep water off Newport Oct. 24 (BT) and two others covering shallower waters over the shelf. As throughout the summer, N. Fulmars remained very scarce through September. Less than five were found on most trips, increasing to 18 Sept. 20. By Oct. 3, they had become abundant, averaging 270 per trip, and >1,300 were off Oregon on the Oct. 24 trip. Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen in normal numbers. Three Flesh-footeds were seen on 3 pelagic trips off Westport, and two were seen off Oregon Oct. 24, only a vague improvement over the 3 previous fall totals. Buller's Shearwaters were scarce, with 2 peaks off Westport: 65 Aug. 29 and 48 Oct. 10. All other counts were <40. Sooty Shearwaters were much less abundant than normal this fall; the peak count off Westport was only 6,481 Sept. 12. An unusual incursion of Sooties into Puget Sound was noted during late September after heavy winds: 80 off Dungeness, Clallam, Sept. 27 (D & SS), 300 off Seattle Sept. 29 (KA), 200 at Salmon Banks, San Juan, Sept. 27-28 (Mark Lewis), and >400 still at Point No Point, Kitsap, Oct. 2 (VN). The numbers off Seattle and Kitsap were unprecedented. Sooties vanished quickly from the inside waters, with only 15 present at Point No Point on Oct. 3 and two Oct. 6 (VN). A Manx Shearwater was well seen and photographed 15 mi off Westport Oct. 10 (†BL, †TW), for the 2nd Washington record and the first photographic documentation for the N. Pacific. It was probably the same bird seen a month earlier from shore at O.S., Sept. 17 (†BW). This apparently protracted stay is similar to the pattern of the first Washington record, a sight record in 1990, when multiple observers saw one on 3 different occasions Sept. 14-Oct. 6. A Black-vented Shearwater observed just beyond the surf at Bandon, Coos, Nov. 22 (GL) provided about the 5th Oregon report of Black-vented/Manx type shearwaters. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels became very scarce off Westport as the season progressed, declining from 55 Aug. 1 to 0-3 per trip. The 300 seen well offshore Oct. 24 were probably migrants from the n. populations. Long-distance trips turned up a few Leach's Storm-Petrels, which are almost never reported over the shelf in fall. Peak counts of Am. White Pelicans included 270 at Columbia N.W.R., Grant, WA, Aug. 11 (RH), 200 at Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla, OR, Aug. 6 (fide TC), and 52 on Howard Prairie L., Jackson, OR (MM), in line with fall numbers for at least the last 5 years. Single White Pelicans on Chambers L., Thurston, Sept. 30 (Wally Wilkins), near Anacortes, Skagit, Nov. 11-16 (fide BK), and at Seattle Nov. 22 (Mike Smith) were w. Washington rarities. Ten juveniles banded at Stum L., BC, were in the Bend, OR, area Sept. 19-Oct. 5 (TC), for the first local record. Virtually all marked pelicans seen in the Region are from the Stum L. colony. Brown Pelicans were found in large numbers along the outer coast, n. to Grays Harbor, WA (BT, MP, GL), with adults comprising 90% of the numbers (HN). A Least Bittern was seen at Malheur Sept. 2-3 (Martin Powell), where they are regular but rarely seen. The 44 reports of Great Egrets from w. Washington this fall are well above the usual 2 dozen. The peak was 21 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, Sept. 11 (BSh). The Rogue Valley, Jackson, OR, held 35 Snowy Egrets in August (MM), where they are normally scarce. An imm. Little Blue Heron at Florence, Lincoln, Aug. 23-24 (ph. Dennis Arendt), furnished the 5th record for Oregon. The spectacular Cattle Egret flight begun in late October provided the highest number of interior reports ever, with 27 sightings in e. Washington—four near Richland during November (TG), 15 flying N over Dry Falls Dam, Grant , Oct. 25 (AS), one at Royal Slope, Grant, Nov. 25 (Jane Grant, fide RH), two at Chief Timothy S.P., Austin, Oct. 26-28 (fide MK), one near Ellensburg (first Kittitas record) Nov. 2-14 (PM), and four in NW Walla Walla, Nov. 29 (M & MLD). The only e. Oregon reports of Cattle Egrets were of two in Hermiston, Umatilla, Nov. 6 (Marion Corder). Sixty were reported from w. Washington Oct. 23-Nov. 25, for the highest fall total ever, up from >38 in 1984. Most of the reports (43) came from Skagit and Whatcom, with smaller numbers in Grays Harbor (9), Snohomish (2), King (4), and Pierce (2). Virtually all records in w. Oregon were coastal—for the best flight in several years. Marked Trumpeter Swan reports include green neckband x88 at Richland, Benton, Nov. 165 Red-breasted Mergansers 2 (BW), and four on Banks L., Grant, including green neckbands 62/8v and 2/v (JA). A well-described female Falcated Teal on Willapa Bay, near Nahcotta, Pacific, Oct. 27 (†Jan Cornelius) provided the 2nd Washington report, the first having been shot at the same site Jan. 3, 1979. A Tufted Duck on the Columbia R. near Turtle Rock, Douglas, WA, Nov. 29 (SM) furnished a rare interior record. A King Eider at Coos Bay, OR, Nov. 6 (JK), was an unusual find—one had wintered nearby at Bandon the previous winter. One interior 
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Oldsquaw record, in Jefferson, OR, Nov. 5 (SS, CM, LR, TC), is below average. However, 47 Surf and 37 White-winged scoter reports from the interior rival the record numbers seen for 1990. Surfs were found Oct. 14–Nov. 7, with flocks of up to 14 seen in each state and White-wingeds Oct. 14–Nov. 22, primarily in Washington. Found on Banks L., Grant, WA, Nov. 15 (AS), were 165 Red-breasted Mergansers, a very high count away from the coast.

VULTURES TO PHALAROPES
Substantial fall Turkey Vulture flights have been noted annually along the s. shore of Vancouver I., as they assemble before crossing the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Until this fall, comparable numbers have not been found on the Washington side of the Strait. Hawk-watchers found >650 Sept. 27 over Striped Peak, on the n. edge of the Olympics, W of Port Angeles, Clallam (Diann MacRae), indicating they have probably crossed the Strait at a high altitude and may move S over the Olympic Range. Black-shouldered Kite records included 4 at Francis, Pacific, WA, Aug. to (RTa), 2 at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR, Aug. 23—Oct. 22 (KM, DPe), at least 9 Oregon coastal reports (m.ob.), and several in the Rogue Valley, OR, all fall (MM). We seem to be experiencing a steady decline in kite numbers in both Oregon and Washington, and we urge all observers to monitor their numbers. Six Red-shouldered Hawk reports from s.w. Oregon is about average, but one at Malheur Aug. 31 (JK) was casual there. An imm. Broad-winged Hawk was observed at Malheur Sept. 19 (†TG); most Oregon records, fewer than to, come from Harney. Rough-legged Hawks appeared earlier than normal: two in Whitman, WA, Sept. 9-13 (RTa) and one near Reardan, Lincoln, WA, Sept. 6 (JW); later in the fall, their numbers were well above normal in s.w. Washington (M & MLD). Twelve reports of Merlins from the interior is roughly average. A few Gyrfalcons were found in the normal areas, three in n.w. Washington (fide TW, BK) and one near Colfax, Whitman, WA Oct. 29 (Russ Roundy). None of the Oregon reports included supporting details. Good numbers of Am. Kestrels were found in Whatcom, WA (TW); this is unusual, as their wintering numbers have declined noticeably in w. Washington in recent years. Some dramatic migratory concentrations of Sandhill Cranes were noted, particularly the passage of >13,000 in 1½ hour at Soap L., Grant, WA, Sept. 15 (JA). For the largest local concentration ever, >500 cranes were seen near Touchet, Walla Walla, WA, Sept. 25-29 (M & MLD). Both species of golden-plover were found in low numbers on the coast this fall (BT). In the interior, Lesser Golden-Plovers (dominica) were found at W.W.R.D.—two Sept. 13 (AS), one at Mill-creek Res., Walla Walla, WA, Oct. 9-12 (M & MLD), and on the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA—with one or two Sept. 28–Oct. 14 
       [image: ]
Vermillion Flycatcher at Bend, Oregon, on October 17, 1992. The first state record. Photograph by Tom Crabtree.

(BW). An imm. Lesser Golden-Plover (fulva) at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, Sept. 25 (†BSh) and three at Dungeness, Clallam, WA, Sept. 27 (D & SS) constituted the only reports of this species away from the outer coast, although neither locale is far inland. A Snowy Plover at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, OR, Aug. 23 had been banded at Coos Bay, OR, in 1990 (CR). A Snowy Plover shot (!) along the Willamette R. between Portland and Salem Sept. 22 was found and brought in for rehabilitation (fide HN), providing the first confirmed report for the Willamette Valley. Nine Am. Avocets were found in w. Oregon this fall (DC, GL, DB, CR); they are casual in fall on the westside. Solitary Sandpipers enjoyed a moderately good fall in the interior: e. Washington had 21 reports [peak count four at Millcreek Res., Walla Walla (M & MLD)] and e. Oregon had three. On the westside, one near Silverton, Marion, OR, Oct. 27 was very late (JL, DPe). The best shorebirds of the fall were single Hudsonian Godwits at O.S., Sept. 12 (†TS)–Oct. 4 (SM) and at Othello, Adams, WA Aug. 25-29 (†ph. RH). There are about 15 previous Washington records. The only report of a Bar-tailed Godwit, a scarce annual fall migrant, was one at O.S., Sept. to (TB)–Sept. 10 (BW). The count of 35 Marbled Godwits at Tillamook Sept. 15 was the highest for the n. Oregon coast in several years (Tim Janzen, Dan van den Broek). A Red Knot at W.W.R.D., Sept. 29 (TG), supplied the only interior report of this uncommon fall migrant, aside from the customary few coastal reports. The count of >100 Pectoral Sandpipers at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, Sept. 11 (BSh) marked the only significant concentration. In general, they were in lower numbers than during last fall but were well above the scanty numbers recorded for fall 1989 and 1990. One in Umatilla, OR, Nov. 7 (M & MLD) was late for the interior. Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were scarcer than normal, with 3 coastal reports and a Clallam first at Dungeness, WA, Sept. 27 (†D & SS). Stilt Sandpipers were so scarce in Washington that all the reports can be listed: four at Othello, Adams, Aug. 25 (RH), one at Marysville, Snohomish, Sept. 6 (RTa), and one at W.W.R.D., Sept. 13 (AS). Buff-breasted Sandpipers apparently had an off year in the Region, with a sum total of 3 reports: singles at O.S., Aug. 28 (DP) and Sept. 12-16 (BW) and one at Tillamook, OR, Aug. 26 (HN). The Ruff total was also poor: a male at S.J.C.R., Sept. 11-16 (Scott Rea) and a female near Astoria, Clatsop, OR, Sept. 12 (MP). Both Red-necked and Red phalaropes were very scarce off Westport all season; peak counts were 37 Reds on Aug. 15 and 125 Red-neckeds Aug. 1 (TW). This is the 3rd consecutive fall of poor counts of Red-necked Phalaropes off Westport. Red-neckeds were in normal numbers inland though, with moo at Point No Point, Kitsap, Sept. 3-8 (VN) and 400 at Othello, Adams, Aug. 26 (M & MLD). A smattering of Red Phalaropes, primarily adults, were found inland from the outer coast of Washington in August: six off Protection I., Jefferson, Aug. 7 (M & MLD), one at Sauvie Aug. 21 (JK), one off Kingston, Kitsap, Aug. 22 (DP), and one at Reardan, Lincoln, Aug. 29-31 (JA). Inland records are usually later and are immatures.

JAEGERS TO OWLS
Both Pomarine and Long-tailed jaegers peaked off Westport Sept. 12-13, with about 100 per trip (TW). The usual few interior reports of Parasitic Jaegers included two at W.W.R.D., Sept. 13 (AS) and one at Umatilla, OR, Oct. 18 (JS). The numbers of imm. Franklin's Gulls reaching the Region in autumn appear to have declined significantly for the past 4 years. This fall's reports included one at W.W.R.D., Sept. 13 (AS), five Sept. 14 (BSu) building to 12 at Everett, WA, Sept. 27 (RTh), and one at Bainbridge I., King, WA, Aug. 18 (Ian Paulson). Little Gull reports from Everett, WA, Oct. 6 (Verna Timm) and of an adult at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, Nov. 10-30 (VN) reflect normal numbers. The distribution of Thayer's Gull in the interior is still poorly understood, so singles at Electric City, Grant, WA, Nov. 15 (†AS) and at Umatilla, OR, Nov. 11 (JS) are worthy of mention. An ad. Glaucous Gull at Richland, WA, Nov. 30 (BW) furnished one of the few reports of the species, and the only adult. The Sabine's Gull count of 566 off Westport Sept. 13 dwarfed all other daily totals, generally <50 (TW). Farther south, the peak migration occurred Sept. 15 off the 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]s Oregon coast (TT) Two Sabine's Gulls off Newport, OR, were late this fall, Oct. 24 (BT). Inland records included an immature on Whidbey I., WA, Aug. 23 (John Winkler), an immature on the Snake R., Wallowa, OR, Aug. 23 (Sheri Erickson), an adult at Sauvie Sept. 4 (HN), two adults at Everett, WA, Sept. 6-14 (Lea Brant, BSu), an adult at the Yakima R. mouth, Benton, WA, Sept. 19-25 (BW), and one on Wallowa L., Wallowa, OR, Oct. 4 (CD). Elegant Tern numbers correlate very well with ENSO events. The previous major ENSO was in 1983, when they were found in the hundreds on the s. Washington coast, with small numbers reaching n. Puget Sound. Elegant Terns have since appeared on the Washington coast in small numbers in 1990 and 1991. This fall, coastal numbers were comparable with those of 1983, with counts of 1,000 on Willapa Bay, Pacific, Aug. (BSu, RM) and good numbers on Grays Harbor in August (BT). A few had appeared in Puget Sound by mid-July. Numbers increased substantially in August and in more wide distribution than in 1983, with >40 at Dungeness, Clallam, Aug. 7 (D & SS), to at Cultus Bay, Island Aug. 9 (RTh), two at Everett Aug. 9 (Charles Easterburg), three at Cattle Point, San Juan, Aug. 15 (SA), 52 at Oak Bay, Jefferson, Sept. 3 (EK), and two reaching as far south as Seattle Sept. 11 (fide EH). They left by mid-September, the last seen in the Oak Bay area Sept. 14 (Dick Johnson) & Sept. 27 in the Dungeness (D & SS). Numbers declined rapidly on the Washington coast by the end of August; none was seen at O.S., Aug. 28 (DP) and only one could be found there Sept. 12-17 (BW). On the Oregon coast, Elegants remained very common through September (JG). Common and Arctic terns were scarce along the outer coast (TW, G & WH, JG); the peak count of Arctics was 61 Sept. 12 (TW) off Westport. A Com. Tern on Willapa Bay, Pacific, WA, Nov. 7 (SM) was very late for the coast. Inland Arctic Tern records included one at Monmouth, Polk, OR, Sept. 24 (†SD, BB) and one at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, WA, Sept. 25 (†BSh). A Forster's Tern was on L. Washington at Seattle Aug. 23 (DP), an accidental for w. Washington. The post-fledging mortality of Com. Murres was apparently high, as July surveys of beached birds in Lincoln, OR, found 21 ad. and 260 fledgling Com. Murres (BLo). Two Kittlitz's Murrelets were reported at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, Oct. 6 (†Gerald Smith, Joyce Smith, DPe); there are no previously accepted records from Oregon, and this record is being reviewed by the O.B.R.C. Three Xantus'/Craveri's murrelets were seen in deep water off Westport Sept. 20 (TW), providing the first Washington records since 1987. Two Ancient Murrelets in Rosario Strait Aug. 15 (ph. M & MLD, ph.) were too early for fall migrants and may have summered locally. The peak count at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, was not particularly large with 200 Nov. 15 (VN). Ancient Murrelets were more conspicuous than usual along the Oregon coast in November [e.g. 150 at Cape Arago, Coos, Nov. 22 (GL)]. ENSO effects on Cassin's Auklet populations were dramatic. A July survey of a beach in Lincoln, OR, found 134 dead (BLo). Numbers were pathetic (>10 per trip) off Westport until October, when the first movement of Cassin's Auklets from the north appeared, with counts increasing to 170 Oct. 11 (TW) and 85 off Newport, OR, Oct. 24 (BT). On Puget Sound, where summer records of Cassin's Auklets are usually greeted with skepticism, an individual was sighted off Edmonds, Snohomish, Aug. 22 (DP) and one in Everett Oct. 11 (SM). A very rare fall vagrant, a Yellow-billed Cuckoo was seen at Malheur Sept. 3 (Eric Horvath). Snowy Owl reports of singles on the Hanford Res., Benton, WA, Nov. 18 (Dave Goeke), near Stanwood, Snohomish, Nov. 18 (BA), in Lincoln, Nov. 20 (MD), at O.S. Nov. 22 (Brad Wilsern), and on Lummi Flats, Whatcom, from mid-November (Randy Knapp) marked the highest fall numbers since 1985. A N. Hawk Owl at Sherman Pass, Ferry, Nov. 14 (†AS) to Nov. 24 (JA) provided the first Washington record since 1982, and a second was reported e. of Oroville, Okanogan, Nov. 27-28 (PD). Barred Owl numbers continue to increase. Several reports were of fledglings with parents in the Bellingham, WA, area, where they have become more widespread than ever (TW); and Nov. 19 marked the first Deschutes, OR, record (TC, CM). The first Boreal Owl records from the s. Washington Cascades included one at Sunrise, Mt. Rainier N.P., Sept. 11 (†DP) and two in the Darland Mt. area, Yakima, at 5,200 (RH). They were also noted at Waldo L., in the c. Oregon Cascades, Oct. 18 (SR), at Mt. Pisgah, Wheeler, in the Ochoco Range Oct. 24 (DL, David Anderson), and near Tollgate, Umatilla, Oct. 24 (CC, JS). They had not been reported previously from the Ochoco Range.

SWIFTS TO THRUSHES
Migrant Black Swifts are rarely sighted in Oregon, so reports of two at Mt. Hebo, Tillamook, OR, Aug. to (JL) and four at Sauvie Sept. 7 (Steve Jaggers) deserve mention. A Red-breasted Sapsucker at Liberty L., Spokane, WA, Oct. 7 (JA) was very far east for this species. The Gray Flycatcher on Orcas I., WA, Aug. 18 (†SA) supplied a first San Juan record. A Black Phoebe along the Lost R., Klamath Aug. 29 (Kevin Spencer, Kirk Helms) was unexpected on the eastside. The Vermilion Flycatcher seen at Bend Oct. 10-16 (Ralph Wodtl, m.ob.) provided the first Oregon record. A Myiarchus identified as an Ash-throated Flycatcher was at Florence, Lane, OR, Nov. 25 (Tom Schnidgall); we hope the identification was correct and that it was not one of the other species in the genus. Western Washington had two Tropical Kingbirds this fall, an event last recorded in 1984. On the outer coast, where they are expected, one was seen at Ruby Beach, Olympic N.P., Jefferson, Oct. 30 (ph. †Joel Citron). On Puget Sound, where they have not been recorded previously, one was seen at Samish I., Skagit, WA, (Richard Lindstrom, fide, BK) Nov. 15-28. No Oregon reports came in. Steller's Jays apparently moved into, or through, w. Washington in unusual numbers this fall. Local high counts at Seattle Sept. 8 (Dan McDougall-Tracey) included >100 Sept. 10 (TB) and 80 Sept. 15 (BW, G & WH), both at O.S. In Whatcom, by early August, Steller's were more apparent in lowland areas than in some years, with more numbers present at the end of the fall (TW) There were three Blue Jay reports from w Washington: Freshwater Bay, Clallam, in mid-August (Blaine Dalton, fide, D & SS), at Bow, Skagit, WA, Oct. 22 (fide BK), and near Washougal, Skamania, Nov. 9+ (WC), none was reported elsewhere. Three reports are about average for the past decade, but much lower than for the past two fall seasons. The Scrub Jay range expansion in the Region continues at a fast pace. Reports from new areas in w. Washington included one at Gig Harbor, Pierce, Oct. 8 (Norris Cone), two at Ft. Lewis, Pierce, Oct. 4 (R & GR), one on Vashon I., King, Nov. 18+ (Joy Nelson), and two at Little Palmer L., Pierce (Lloyd & Sharon Miller, fide TB). In e. Washington, where their range has been limited to the Columbia Gorge, two were at Yakima Oct. 2 (Jean Chott, fide Debie Brown). Several have remained in e. Oregon from the incursion, fall 1991: two were at Bend into the fall (TC), and at least one was in Madras, Jefferson (TC, LR). Finally, their numbers and range continue to increase on the Oregon coast (LT, RB). Many more Am. Crows were seen this year in the Othello, Grant, WA, area than in 1991 (RH), with probable nesting at a minimum of four locations. Crows were first recorded in this area in 1990. Mountain Chickadees at Everett Sept. 29 (SM), five at Seattle Nov. 25 (Russell Rogers), and two at Everson, Whatcom Nov. 10 (PD) indicate a minor incursion into w. Washington. Two Pygmy Nuthatches found near Howard Prairie L., Jackson, OR, Aug. 3 (Marie and Ernie Plant) were westside rarities. Two Rock Wrens present for several days beginning Oct. 10 in the Coos Bay area (David Gray) were said to have been a Coos first, providing an overdue record for this regular westside vagrant. A Canyon Wren at Beacon Rock S.P., Skamania, Aug. 20-21 (CCh) was farther west than has previously been recorded in the Columbia Gorge and, taken in conjunction with two records from this spring, may indicate a range expansion The Bewick's Wren range is clearly expanding; they first appeared in the Spokane, WA, area during spring 1991. This fall they were recorded along the L. Spokane R. and in Indian Canyon Park Sept. 5-7 (JA). In s.e Washington, three were found in Asotin during October (MK); in s.e. Oregon one 
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appeared at Alvord Ranch, Harney, Oct. 11 (JJ). Reports of W. Bluebirds at Dungeness, Clallam, WA, Oct. 3 (D & SS) and at Seal Rocks, Lincoln, OR, Nov.18 (Shirley and Jim Thielen) were from coastal locales, where they are unusual. Above-average numbers of Varied Thrushes were noted in the Columbia Basin (M & MLD).

MIMIDS TO WARBLERS
Northern Mockingbird reports included one at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA, Aug. 16 (R & GR) and five in w. Oregon (m.ob.), for an average fall total. A Sage Thrasher in Eagle Point, Jackson, OR, Sept. 21 (HS) was unusual. Although they breed commonly on the eastside, they average less than one record per year on the westside. Early Bohemian Waxwings included a flock in the Pasayten Wilderness, Okanogan, WA, Aug. 21 (Michael Donahue) and one at Umatilla, OR, Sept. 12 (JS). A Solitary Vireo near Summer L., Lake, OR, Sept. 9 (SS) appeared to be of the e. race. The Tennessee Warbler sighted at Malheur Oct. 8 (Brian Sturges) was later than for most fall records, and reports from Malheur Aug. 29 (Nancy Olson) and Miller I., Klamath, OR, Aug. 31 (Bob Lucas) were earlier than usual. A Chestnut-sided Warbler, a regular fall vagrant, was at Malheur Sept. 19 (†TG). The Cape May Warbler at Windust Park, Franklin, Oct. 10-11 (†MD) furnished the 2nd Washington report, and one at Fields Sept. 20 (†TG) provided one of less than 10 Oregon records. The usual number of Palm Warbler reports from Oregon included birds near Brookings, Curry, Oct. 10 (HS), at Tillamook, Oct. 11 (Bill Tice), at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, Oct. 26 (BT, Greg Gilson), and inland at Corvallis, Benton, Nov. 24-25 (Mike Lippsmeyer). The five Blackpoll Warbler records included Washington's 6th at Burbank, Walla Walla, Aug. 29 (†TG) and 7th at Columbia Park, Benton, Sept. 5 (†TG), as well as four Oregon records: at Alvord Ranch, Harney, Sept. 5 (BOB), at Malheur Sept. 12 (Sheran Jones, Clarence & Marilyn O'Leary) & Sept. 30 (SS), and Port Orford, Curry, Sept. 4 (DFi). An Am. Redstart in Olympia, WA, Sept. 19 (†TS) supplied the only report of this vagrant to the westside. Three Ovenbirds were found at Davenport, Lincoln, WA, Sept. 18 (†JA) and at Malheur Sept. 19 (Karen & Jerry Kearney) and Sept. 26 (SS, TC); they are often unrecorded in fall. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are now regarded as annual visitors in fall, with one at Spokane, WA, Oct. 2-13 (†ph. JA) and others at Malheur Aug. 31 (DSt) and Sept. 26 (JJ). A female Indigo Bunting at Roseburg Aug. 1 (MH) may have summered locally. The green-plumaged Painted Bunting visited a feeder in Harbor, Curry, from Nov. 20-29 (ph. AB, m.ob.) for the 4th Oregon record. Clay-colored Sparrows, also annual in fall in Oregon, were at Fields Oct. 1 (SS) and in Brookings, Curry, Nov 16 (Phil Hicks) A Lark Bunting was found near Florence, Lane, Aug. 26 (†JK, DSt); about one-half the Oregon records are of fall birds on the outer coast. Three Swamp Sparrow records from the interior indicate that the species may be more regular there than previously thought. Reports came from near Walla Walla, WA, Nov. 27 (M & MLD), at Fields Oct. 10 (JJ), and near Joseph, Wallowa, OR, Nov. 11-12 (CD). A Rusty Blackbird at Walla Walla, WA, Nov. 9–29 (MD, †AS) supplied the only report of this species, which is found almost every fall. The report of a flock of >1,000 House Finches flying s. at S.J.C.R., Nov. 15 (SR), apparently migrants, is interesting, as there is little evidence that they have regular migratory patterns in the region. Red Crossbills became scarce in the Washington Cascades during August (CCh, DP) and were sparingly reported elsewhere in w. Washington (G & WH). They were common on the c. Oregon coast in August (Laimons Osis) and in Klamath in October (PS). Pine Siskins were abundant in the Puget Sound lowlands (EK, G & WH, TW) and w. Oregon (JG, HN). Evening Grosbeaks were more numerous than normal in the Portland area this fall (HN).

Initialed observers (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Bud Anderson, Scott Atkinson, David Bailey, Alan Barron, Range Bayer, Barb Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Wilson Cady, Chris Chappell (CCh), Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Dick Cronberg, Paul DeBruyn, Mike & Merry L. Denny, Colin Dillingham (Curry), Stephen Dowlan, Dave Fix, Tony Greager, Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Matt Hunter, Jim Johnson, Joe Kaplan, Merlene Koliner, Eugene Kridler, Bob Kuntz, Bruce LaBar, Gerard Lillie, Bob Loeffel (BLo), John Lundsten, Donna Lusthoff, Phil Mattocks, Kathy Merrifield, Craig Miller, Steve Mlodinow, Marjorie Moore (Rogue Valley), Roger Muskat, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Bob O'Brien, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Don Pederson (DPe), Robert & Georgia Ramsey, Lew Rems, Craig Roberts, Tom Rogers (easternmost Washington), Skip Russell, Howard Sands, Tom Schooley, Bill Shelmerdine (BSh), Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Dave Stejskal (DSt), Andy Stepnewski, Judy Stevens, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Bob Sundstrom, Ruth Taylor (RTa), Terry Thompson, Larry Thornburgh (Coos), Rob Thorne (RTh), Rick Vetter (RVe), Richard Viet (RVi), Terry Wahl, Jeff Wisman, Bob Woodley.


The Winter Season, 1992-93

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson

After six or more consecutive mostly mild, dry winters, this one came as a shock. The drought came to a temporary halt for much of the Region, except for western Washington. The interior received a deep cover of snow that stayed on the ground. In eastern Washington, the Tri-Cities broke the snowfall record by more than one foot, and Yakima recorded the second-highest level ever. Spokane set a record for lasting snow cover. It was called the worst winter ever in central Oregon, with 84 inches of snow in Bend and continuous snow cover for 107 days, 40 days longer than the previous record. Precipitation in the Harney Basin was well above average, and snow covered the ground for 90 consecutive days. The interior was cold as well, with temperatures in the Tri-Cities, Colville, and Lewiston below average all winter. The west side snowfall had neither the depth nor the duration of that on the east side, and west side temperatures were only slightly below average. An intense windstorm blew through western Washington Jan. 20, with winds reaching 94 mph at Hood Canal, but no effects on birds were reported. Rainfall was average or better in western Oregon, but it remained below average in western Washington. February rainfall in Seattle was less than 10% of average. Sauvie Island, in the Columbia River near Portland, hosted an inexplicable horde of gulls that built in size from late December through the winter. The numbers and variety were magnitudes larger than observed in previous winters, even though the gulls wintering here have been well studied for three decades. The flocks included hundreds of Herring Gulls, normally very unusual away from the ocean, at least 20 Glaucous Gulls, and two definite Slaty-backeds. What happened? On the west side, an unusual assortment of Neotropical migrant passerines wintered: Rufous Hummingbird, Least Flycatcher, Tennessee Warbler, Wilson's Warbler, and Western Tanager. Even in the cold interior, some unexpected species attempted to winter: Greater Yellowlegs, Orange-crowned Warbler, and Lincoln's Sparrow. 

Abbreviations: Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR).

LOONS TO WATERFOWL
For the 3rd consecutive winter, <5 Yellow-billed Loons were reported. One was sighted at Blaine, Whatcom, WA, Jan. 15—Feb. 21 (m.ob.), and one was seen on the Columbia R., Yakima, WA, Feb. 14 (†AS), a long-overdue e. Washington first; they are annual in the 
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interior of B.C. All seven Clark's Grebe reports were of single birds in January and February: two on Puget Sound (SM, RR), one on the Washington coast (†G & WH), and four on the Oregon coast (m.ob.), apparently typical of their winter distribution here. The Jan. 16 pelagic trip off Westport, WA, found the Holy Grail, a first-winter Short-tailed Albatross (TW, m.ob.). The last Washington record dates back to the late 19th century. Only two N. Fulmars were found off Westport; the numbers found in late fall had apparently moved S. Small numbers of Am. White Pelicans wintered in the Columbia Basin (RW, SJ), despite the cold winter. A few Brown Pelicans lingered after the large fall flight: several at Tokeland, Pacific, WA, in early January (fide, R. McCausland) and the latest Oregon report at Yaquina Head Jan. 11 (fide, RB). Some Cattle Egrets also lingered after a record fall flight. They were found into December on the Skagit flats, WA (SM), and at several Oregon coastal sites (m.ob.). The latest were eight at Port Orford, Curry OR, Jan. 2 (Jim Rogers) and one at the Salmon R., Lincoln, OR, Jan. 17 (PaS). Mute Swans appear to be increasing in the Region; observers should document this. In Washington, a flock of six subad. Mute Swans were in Snohomish Jan. 23-31(SM) and later in Skagit Feb. 8-16 (fide BK). An immature was seen with other swans in Skagit Jan. 1 (†MPt). In w. Oregon, single Mute Swans were found with Tundra Swan flocks Jan. 1-4, near Corvallis, Benton, and Jan. 24 in Polk (HH). The Mute Swan population in Bend, OR, has increased from one in 1983 to 25 in 1993 (TC). An imm. Ross' Goose was near Vancouver, Clark, Dec. 26-29 (†PL, SF) for about the 6th w. Washington record. Two Emperor Geese found in Oregon included one on the outer coast in Lincoln, Dec. 20—Feb. 27 (m.ob.) and at least one at various locations in the Willamette Valley, Dec. 6+ (fide, BB, HN). Several observers reported unusually large counts of Eur. Wigeons in Skagit, WA; the highest was 78, Feb. 7 (SM), probably a Regional record. Three Tufted Duck reports are average: a male near Wenatchee, WA, to Dec. 2 (†AS), a male at Julia Butler Hanson N.W.R., Wahkiakum, WA, Jan. 23—Feb. 6 (J. Miller), and a male at Quilcene, Jefferson, WA, Feb. 10-23 (VN).

RAPTORS TO SHOREBIRDS
The number of Turkey Vulture and Osprey reports was unusually high, considering the severity of the season. Vulture reports included one in the Coquille Valley, Curry, OR Dec. 27-30 (m.ob.), five over W. Dungeness, Clallam, WA, Jan. 29 (D & SS), and two Feb. 8 at Malheur (D. Staller, B. Ullenberg). Ospreys were seen at Wallowa L., Wallowa, OR, Dec. 20 (S. Russell), near Carver, Clackamas, OR, all winter (fide, HN), near Bellingham, WA, Jan. 5 (P. DeBruyn), near Shady Cove, Jackson, OR, Jan. 29 (O. Swisher), two along the McKenzie R., Lane, OR, Feb. 13 (fide, HH), and one on the Siuslaw R. estuary, Lane, OR, Feb. 27 (JJ). Black-shouldered Kite numbers were about average in Oregon, although five at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, two at Baskett Slough N.W.R., and one in Polk are a better total for the Willamette Valley than in recent winters. In Washington, kites were found at 2 new locations in w. Lewis: Curtis and Boisfort, Feb. 15 (BH, M-PC). Bald Eagle numbers in w. Washington were excellent this winter (D & SS, BT), with ≥12 different 
          [image: ]Emperor Goose at Newport, Oregon, on February 20, 1993. Photograph by Skip Russell.

individuals sighted at Green L., an urban Seattle location (M. Muller). Six Red-shouldered Hawks were found in the Willamette Valley, an above-average total. The number of Ferruginous Hawk reports was the most ever in winter, with nine in e. Oregon (SS, TC); two in the Rogue Valley (H. Sands, MM), where they are quite rare; and five in e. Washington (AS, RW, M & MLD). Five individual Peregrine Falcons resided in Seattle during February (Falcon Research Group), and two were in Tacoma (fide, EH); their recovery continues! The usual number of Gyrfalcons was found: three in Whatcom/Skagit, WA (fide, TW) and one each in the Reardan/Davenport area, Lincoln, WA (SM, JA), near Enterprise, Wallowa, OR, Jan. 16+ (ph. CC, m.ob.), and in the Willamette Valley in Linn, Feb. 9—10 (R. Hoyer, Sr.); another provided a county first in Yakima, Feb. 20 (†AS). At least four Prairie Falcons found in the Puget lowlands included local firsts at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Dec. 5—Jan. 1 (BL, BT) and at Toledo, Lewis, Dec. 26 (BH, M-PC). Twelve Prairie Falcon reports from w. Oregon is an average total for recent years.

CRANES TO ALCIDS
Two golden-plovers (sp.) were found: at Dungeness, Clallam, Jan. 12 (D & SS), and at Ft. Flagler, Jefferson, Feb. 3 (†B. Dickison). There are few Washington winter records. The Snowy Plover reports included three at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR, in early January (fide, RB) and 30 at Bandon S.P., Coos, OR, Jan. 31 (fide HH). One or two Greater Yellowlegs apparently wintered in the Tri-Cities area (RW), very unusual in a harsh winter. A L. Yellowlegs at Tillamook, OR, Dec. 8-19 (JG, †JJ, m.ob.) was well described; most winter reports of this species are poorly documented. The wintering flock of Marbled Godwits at Tokeland, Pacific, WA, numbered 200 (B & GR, TB). The large shorebirds are rarely found wintering in numbers anywhere else in the Region, so 50 each Long-billed Curlews and Marbled Godwits at O.S. this winter (G & WH) were unexpected. A concentration of ≥15,000 Dunlins at Halsey, Linn, OR, Feb. 13, is huge for the Willamette Valley (M. & E. Eltzroth), and a large number for most outer coast locations. Short-billed Dowitchers, another rare winter shorebird, were found at Stanwood, Snohomish, WA, Dec. 25 (†SM) and at North Cove, Pacific, WA, Dec. 27 (†C. Chappell). A Pomarine Jaeger observed at O.S., Feb. 19 (G & WH), provided the only report this winter; the January pelagic trip found none. An imm. Common Black-headed Gull at Bay City, Tillamook, Dec. 3-19 (S. Moskie, †JJ, m.ob.) provided Oregon's 2nd record and an adult at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Jan. 17-31 (†DP, m.ob.), Washington's 6th record.
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Both were the first multiple-day and multiple-observer occurrences for each state. Little Gulls have begun to winter regularly at 2 Puget Sound locations. For the 5th consecutive winter, adults were found on American L., Pierce, until Feb. 1 (PtS) and at Pt. No Point, Kitsap, Dec.1 and Jan. 15 (VN). It was a great Glaucous Gull winter, similar to the record numbers of 1990-1991. In Washington, at least three adults were found, all on the east side (RW, SM, M & MLD), and 11 immatures were reported. In w. Oregon, ≥20, including two adults, were on Sauvie (HN, m.ob.), and seven others were reported elsewhere. Although ≥4 adult and two subad. Slaty-backed Gulls were reported at Sauvie this winter; we have only seen solid evidence documenting two adults, so we leave it to the Oregon Records Committee to sort through the sightings. The first was found Dec. 27 (†PL, SF, m.ob.) and the and at some later
          [image: ]
Northern Hawk Owl in Okanogan Co., Washington, November 28, 1992. Four were seen during fall and winter and were the first for Washington in a decade. Photograph by Paul DeBruyn.

date (m.ob.). These are the first Oregon records. Only two Black-legged Kittiwakes were found on the pelagic trip off Westport, Jan. 16 (TW); generally >50 are found on mid-winter trips. Viewed off the Grays Harbor channel at dawn were >30,000 Com. Murres, Jan. 16 (TW); this flock may have included most of the s. population in the e. Pacific. An oil spill in this area in December 1988 had killed a large number of murres. We believe the area deserves special protection. A count of 381 dead Cassin's on a Lincoln beach in January indicates a high mortality off the Oregon coast (fide RB), and only 19 found on the pelagic trip off Westport, Jan. 16 (TW), may also indicate high winter mortality.

OWLS TO TROGLODYTES
Barn Owls in the Yakima valley (AS) and Barn, Long-eared, and Great Horned owls in the Walla Walla valley (M & MLD) were foraging in daylight over snow-covered fields, probably the most conspicuous effect of the record snow cover in the interior. Snowy Owl numbers began recovering last winter, after several winters of near absence. They improved a bit more this winter, with w. Washington reports from Whatcom, Skagit, and Grays Harbor; e. Washington reports of four in Lincoln in February (JA) and two in Douglas in January (D. Hill); and two in e. Oregon during early December (CD, CC). Northern Hawk Owl records this fall were supplemented with two more: one near Spokane, WA, Dec. 11-29 (Mark Houston, m.ob.), and another near Pearygin L. S.P., Okanogan, WA, late January—Feb. 17 (T. Smith, fide, J. Tangren). It had been a decade since the previous Washington record. A Great Gray Owl found in Okanogan, WA, Dec. 12 (AS), along with other sightings in the area in recent years, points to a small resident population. Good numbers of Short-eared Owls were found in the Puget Trough (EH) and in s.e. Washington (MD), but only a few reports came from elsewhere. A female Anna's Hummingbird at Richland, WA, until Jan. 8 (RW) and a male at College Place, Walla Walla, WA, ca. Oct. 15—Dec. 14 (ph. M & MLD) were both local firsts. A female or imm. Rufous Hummingbird that wintered at Burien, King, Dec. 3—Jan. 31 (M. Bruce, †EH), furnished a very unusual winter record. A Red-breasted Sapsucker at Windust Park, Franklin, WA, Dec. 5 (ph. M & MLD), was a county first. A Least Flycatcher at Tillamook, OR, Dec. 20—28 (CR, †PL), was mist-netted and identified in hand, for Oregon's first winter record. An ad. male Vermilion Flycatcher at Myrtle Point, Coos, Dec. 6-7 (Stan Wilson, BG) furnished Oregon's 2nd record. After heavy snows had brought the snowpack to 52 inches, the 2nd highest ever in e. Yakima, WA, >13,000 Horned Larks were counted along a single stretch of highway Feb. 20 (AS). Blue Jays have become annual winter visitors to Washington. Four were present this time: in Kitsap (M. Briejre), King (R. Handley), Spokane (TR), and Skamania (WC). This winter's chapter in the Scrub Jay range expansion saga included two noteworthy Washington birds, one on Mercer I. during February (m.ob.) for the 3rd King record and one in Cle Elum, Dec. 5 (RS) for the first at Kittitas. On the Oregon coast, they have been regular only in Curry, so five at Myrtle Point, Coos, Dec. 7 (BG) and three in Clatsop, Feb. 6 (PaS) are significant sightings. Small numbers have been present since moving into e. Oregon in fall 1991. Wintering birds included one at Silver L., Lake (SS), two in Bend (TC), and one near Warm Springs, Wasco (PaS). Some Bewick's Wrens in newly colonized areas in the interior survived the harsh winter; reports came from Asotin Cr., Asotin, WA, Feb. 6 (MK), from Snipes Cr., Benton, WA, Feb. 24 (SJ), and from Dry Cr., Benton, WA, Feb. 28 (SJ). One at Tumalo S.P, OR, Dec. 19-27, provided a first Deschutes record (LR, TC).
     [image: ]
Brambling at Lummi Flats, Washington, in January 1993. Records show it to be about the eleventh state record. Photograph by Dick McNeely.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES
Ruby-crowned Kinglets essentially disappeared from the Yakima valley in January (AS), as the cold weather settled in. A Loggerhead Shrike was well described at Frenchman Springs, Grant, WA, Jan. 3 (†MPt); many winter records are suspect. A Tennessee Warbler at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Feb. 11 (†DF) represented about Oregon's 4th winter record. Orange-crowned Warblers at Richland, WA, until Jan. 1 (RW), were lingering unusually late for a cold winter. A Palm Warbler was seen at Corvallis, OR, through Dec. 12 (m.ob.) for a 2nd local record, and two were found on the outer coast through Jan. 8 (fide RB, A. Barron), as usual. Washington has only 2 previous winter records of Wilson's Warbler. This season three were seen: at Seattle, Dec. 4 (D. Hutchinson), a male near Bayview, Skagit, Dec. 21 (fide K & JW), and a male near Stanwood, Snohomish, Dec. 25-26 (†SM). 

 (
S.A.
Pine Siskins were remarkably abundant through mid-January in many areas: s. Puget Sound (G & WH, BT), 
n.w
.
 Washington (TW). 
the
 Walla Walla area (M & MLD), the lower Snake R. (MK), and the n. Willamette Valley (HN, BB). A 
Salmonella
 epidemic was apparently associated with this abundance, as large numbers of sick or dead siskins were found throughout the w. half of the Region. Siskin mortality was also reported from a few east side locations
,
 but we don't know whether 
Salmonella
 was the culprit. Some mortality of Evening Grosbeaks and Am. Goldfinches was also reported. Siskin numbers
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)

 (
somewhat
 by the end of the period, but they were still quite abundant. A siskin netted at Portland. Dec. 16 (C. Kebbe, 
fide
 HN), had been 
b
anded near Little Falls
,
 Minnesota. May 18, 199
0
.
)

An imm. male Western Tanager on Mercer I., King, WA, through at least early March (J. & N. Fellows, ph. N. Morningstar) was another highly unusual winter species. A male 
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak was at Salem, OR, Jan. 7-8 (†C. Anderson); there are now quite a few winter records for the Region. American Tree Sparrows are very rare in the Willamette valley, one was at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, Dec. 24 (PaS). Wintering Lincoln's Sparrow numbers were well above average on Lummi Flats in n.w. Washington (JD), lingering in the interior at Sacajawea S.P., until Jan. 22 (RW), a very late date. The Rusty Blackbirds at Walla Walla, WA, remained until Feb. 20 (M & MLD), for the 4th e. Washington winter record. A Brambling on the Lummi Flats, Whatcom, Jan 1-20 (JD, ph. DM) provided about the 11th Washington record, five of which have appeared in the past 2 winters. Red Crossbills were almost unreported in w. Washington (G & WH, D & SS) and were scarce in e. Washington (AS). They seemed slightly more abundant in Oregon (JJ). Small numbers of Com. Redpolls, rare on the west side, were found in the Puget lowlands S to Seattle (m.ob., fide EH), and one coming to a Portland, OR, feeder, Feb. 8+ (m.ob.) was highly unusual for w. Oregon.

Contributors (subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Range Bayer, Barb Bellin, Thais Bock, Wilson Cady, Mal-Pina Chan, Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Paul DeBruyn, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Colin Dillingham, Jim Duemmel, Shawneen Finnegan, Dave Fix, Barbara Griffin, Hendrik Herlyn, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Bob Hughes, Eugene Hunn, Stuart Johnston, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner, Bob Kuntz, Bruce LaBar, Paul Lehman, Phil Mattocks (Washington), Dick McNeely, Steve Mlodinow, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Roger Muskat, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Michael Patten (MPt), Dennis Paulson, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Lew Rems, Craig Roberts, Russel Rogers, Tom Rogers (easternmost Washington), Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Paul Sullivan (PaS), Steve Summers, Bob Sundstrom, Terry Wahl, January & Keith Wiggers, Robert Woodley. 


Spring Migration, 1993

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan

Our portion of the Pacific Ocean continued warmer than average. Was it a second consecutive El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) or an extension of the 1992 event? In either case, the birds appear to be responding similarly to last spring, with Cassin's Auklets almost absent and Brown Pelicans pushing north early. Onshore, the weather was remarkably different from that of 1992. Replacing the unusual drought of 12 months ago, precipitation was well above average throughout the Region. April rainfall was twice the average everywhere, matched during March and May in w. Washington. The most dramatic changes were evident in arid s.e. Oregon. At the end of May 1993, Malheur Lake covered 60,000 acres, compared with only 400 acres in October 1992. Moon Reservoir in Harney was dry March 15 and held 8,000 acre feet of water 2 days later. On the west side, the cold, wet weather of April appeared to delay migrants and to ground those that had already arrived. The first half of May was much drier and warmer, and passerines seemed to move north with little disruption. Above-average numbers of interior passerines appeared on the west side, but eastern vagrants were meager. Joe Evanich, a very active Portland-area birder, AB subregional editor, and author of The Birder's Guide to Oregon, passed away this June. He should have been with us longer.

Abbreviations Fields (Fields, Harney OR); Finley (Finley NWR., Benton, OR); Malheur (Malheur M.W.R, Harney OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie Columbia, OR); S.J.C.R. (s. jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR).

LOONS TO FALCONS
Four loon species were found together Mar. 14 behind Priest Rapids Dam on the Columbia R., Yakima, WA (AS), possibly an interior first: single Pacific, Red-throated, and Yellow-billed loons swam with several Commons. The Com. Loon count at Wickiup Res., Deschutes, OR, Apr. 15 (CM) was 438, an enormous inventory for the interior. No Yellow-billed Loons were reported on the coast. The only spring pelagic trip was May15 off Westport (TW), as earlier trips were weathered out. Three N. Fulmars, 11 Pink-footed and 400 Sooty shearwaters, and eight Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were very low numbers, although one Flesh-footed Shearwater provided some consolation. A Mottled Petrel dead on the beach at Bayocean, Tillamook, OR, Apr. 14 (HN) sufficed as the first confirmed spring record since 1985. Three reports of Am. White Pelicans from w Washington were unexpected, with one in Clallam Bay, Clallam, Apr. 20 (D. Bryne), one subad. at L. Terrell, Whatcom, May 5-31 (S. Healey), and five over Bainbridge I., King, May 28 (J. Eddy). The key indicator of ENSO conditions in spring seems to be the early appearance of Brown Pelicans. Exceptionally early singles in Oregon were at Yaquina Head, Lincoln, Apr. 10 (fide, RB), Gold Beach Harbor, Curry, Apr. 13 (AB), and Tillamook and S.J.C.R., Apr. 14 (HN); their numbers increased in late April and May. In Washington, 13 were at Klipsan Beach, Pacific, May 16 (D. Marshall), and 100+ were at O.S., May 29 (S. Richardson). Snowy Egrets at Naselle, Pacific, Apr. 25-May 3 (†AR) and at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, May 7-8 (†G. Myers, ph.) represented about the 9th and l0th w. Washington records. A Cattle Egret w. of Corvallis, Benton, OR, May 4-5 (fide, HH) supplied a highly unusual spring record on the west side. White-faced Ibises are vagrants in Washington: one was at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima, May 8-10 (fide, AS), and nine were at Othello, Adams, May 13 (†AS). Malheur's 3,000 nesting ibis pairs at Malheur (GI) was a vast improvement over the drought-related breeding failure of 1992. A tantalizing single-person sight report of a Bean Goose with migrant Greater White-fronted Geese at Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 26 (†BW) was a first for the Region A male Tufted Duck at Snohomish, Snohomish, WA, May 2 (†SM) constituted the only report. A male Smew found near McKenna, Pierce, Mar.14-20 (D. & V. Morris, †BT) was possibly a northbound migrant, although concern has been raised that the bird was an escapee. It would represent Washington's and record. Black-shouldered Kite reports were encouraging, for the 2nd consecutive spring. In Oregon, their numbers were above average in both Douglas and Curry; with suspected nesting in both counties (fide, R. Maertz, CD), they were also well reported from coastal areas in Coos, Tillamook, and Clatsop (fide, HN). In Washington, single kites were seen near Cathlamet, Wahkiakum, Mar. 28-Apr. 30 (BT, AR) and at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Apr 7 (J. Patterson). More significant were a courting pair observed near Curtis, Lewis, Mar. 7 (B. Hughes, M. Chan) and a nesting pair close to Francis, Pacific, Mar. 26 (L. Carpenter). An active Red-shouldered Hawk nest found near Harbor, OR, Apr. 15 ensured the first confirmed breeding record for Curry (fide, CD). Both the Swainson's Hawk at Seattle May 25 (RT) and the Ferruginous Hawk at Cape Flattery, Clallam, Apr. 14 (J. Martin) were rare in w. Washington. A Rough-legged near Washtucna, Adams, WA, May 8 (BT) was very late. Two Gyrfalcons were well described from w. Oregon in March: one north of the Winchuck R., Curry, Mar. 26 (†CD) and one at Sauvie until Mar. 13 (HN, m.ob.)

CHARADRIFORMS
Shorebird migration through e. Washington was very lackluster (AS, BW), while on the 
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coast it was best characterized as unremarkable. Only two Pacific Golden-Plovers were found, a low total indeed for this uncommon spring migrant. One was found at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, OR, May 8 (HH) and one south of Newport, Lincoln, OR, May 9 (SR). A pair of Snowy Plovers appeared at O.S., Mar. 18 (Phil Persons), a very early arrival for the n. edge of their range. Solitary Sandpiper numbers were disappointing, with the only reports of one at Seattle May 16-18 (DP, RT) and four in the Willamette Valley (fide, JG). Peak Whimbrel counts in the Puget Trough were 400 near Mt. Vernon, Skagit, May 2 (Herb Sargo) and 176 at Sedro Wooley, Skagit, May 9 (SM). On the coast, 1,000 Whimbrels were found in Oregon from Lincoln south to the border May 9 (SR). Red Knot counts peaked at 1,500+ at both Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 28 (GGe) and Bay Center, Pacific, WA, May 14 (RR); these are average highs for most years bur above those for the past 3 spring seasons. Western. Sandpipers totaled 200,000 at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 24 (CCh). High counts of Short-billed Dowitchers were 5,000 at Ocosta, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 24 (CCh), 6,000 at Bay Center, Pacific, WA, Apr. 25 (AR), and 5,000 at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, Apr. 29 (HN). Only 12 Red-necked Phalaropes, and no Red Phalaropes, were found off Westport, WA, May 15 (TW) and few were reported onshore or inland.

  (
S.A.
Two censuses of Marbled Murrelets uncovered good numbers. On the Oregon coast, 
100
+ were counted at 3 
Lincoln
 locations May 2 (KM). In Puget Sound, SM c
e
nsused Marbled Murre
le
ts off Mukilteo, 
Snohomish
, from Late March to early May and apparently found a major pre-breeding concentration. Sixty were noted Mar. 29 and the counts increased rapidly to a peak of 
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. Apr. 
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For
 the remainder of April
,
 counts were 300-400, tapering off to 
<100
 in May.
 
Only three Cassin's A
u
klets were located off
 
Westport May 15 (TW); on the basis of 
l
ast summer's evidence, we assume that planktivores have been hardest hit by the ENSO. A Horned Puffin off Westport May 
15
 (
†
BL) represented the first live record oil Westport in more than a decade.
 
)

An ad. Franklin's Gull was at the Walla Walla R. delta May 3 (AS); this species is becoming a more frequent spring and summer visitor to e. Washington. Single Heermann's Gulls at O.S., Apr. 5 (PtSu) and at the Rogue R. mouth, Curry, OR, Apr. 21 (CD) were as early as the pelicans. Mew Gull records, rare in the interior, included an adult at Summer L. W.M.A., OR, May 3 (†SSu), for a Lake first, and one at Pine Hollow Res., Wasco, OR, Apr. 4 (DL). At least one ad. Slaty-backed Gull remained from the winter on Sauvie until Mar. 13 (GGi). An ad. Glaucous Gull was a Willamette Valley rarity at Corvallis, Benton, Mar. 2 (BB) and above-average numbers remained on Sauvie until late March (fide, HN). Sabine's Gull reports included one in the Rogue valley near Medford, Jackson, May 3 (HS) and 17 off Westport May 15 (TW)—not exactly record-breaking spring numbers. Common Terns at Grays Harbor May 15 (TW) had a peak count of 300. A pair of Arctic Terns had returned to their Everett, WA, colony May 9 (A. Grinnon).

OWLS TO WRENS
The last Snowy Owl of the winter was noted Mar. 29 in Douglas, WA (SJ). Unfortunately, Spotted Owl nesting activity was apparently negligible in the Siskiyou N.R., Curry; and in the Coos Bay area (S. Salmons). The Spotted Owl pair observed along the Rogue R., Curry, in April disappeared when a Barred Owl appeared May 1 (CD). Another Barred Owl arrived at Finley May 15 on (BB, m.ob.). The species is still rare in the low elevations of the Willamette Valley. As Long-eared Owl breeding records on the west side are scarce, this season's finds were significant: a nesting pair near Rockport, Skagit, WA (†G. Bletsch), another nesting pair n.w. of Ferndale, Whatcom, WA (F. Sears), and calling males near Hopewell, Yamhill OR, May 8 (DL) and at Hagg L., Washington, OR, May 15 (GGi). Two Com. Poorwills were discovered on the Chetco R., May 6, supplying one of Curry's few records (H. Richburg); observers continue to document new breeding areas in s.w. Oregon. White-throated Swifts returned to Jackson, OR, May 8, at Lower Table Rock (S. Janes), their only known breeding location on the west side. A male Costa's Hummingbird in Bend May 10-16 (CM, m.ob.) constituted the only report of this annual post-breeding dispersant to Oregon. A male Calliope Hummingbird in Seattle Apr. 18 (DP) comprised the only west side record of this interior species, as compared with last spring's 9 reports. A Lewis' Woodpecker was found at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, WA, May 9 (L. Carpenter); the species has become quite rare on the west side north of s. Oregon. Willow Flycatcher arrival dates were 10 days early for the 2nd consecutive spring: Jackson, May 8 (SR), King, May 13 (RT), Benton, May 15 (HH), Thurston, May 15 (BT), Lake, May 16 (SSu). Least Flycatchers, scarce migrants, were found at Malheur May 31 (AC) and at McDonald Park, King, WA, May 23 (GR). A considerable Dusky Flycatcher migration was noted through n.w. Oregon: one at W. Linn, Clackamas, Apr. 27 (D. van den Broek), 10 in Portland Apr. 28 (DM), and two in Portland May 3 (JG). In w. Washington, a Dusky appeared at Olympic Hot Springs, Clallam, May 18 (B. Norton) and a Gray Flycatcher at Seattle May 9 (KA). Both Dusky and Gray Flycatchers are casual on the west side, north of s. Oregon. A Black Phoebe at Summer L., OR, Mar. 8 (R. Madigan, fide, SSu) was a Lake first and the 6th for e. Oregon. A possible nesting pair of Ash-throated Flycatchers was found south of Brookings, Curry, Apr. 25+ (CD) and another near Port Orford, Curry, May 27 (D. Munson); the species is rare on the Oregon coast. Western Kingbirds were more common in migration in the Willamette Valley (HH, HN) and in w. Washington (24 reports, m.ob.) than in recent spring seasons. Several Purple Martin reports came from areas not recently occupied. A female sighted near Paisley, Lake, OR, May 19 (SSu) flew in the face of all accounts, the last of which was recorded back in the late 1970s. A male Purple Martin in Corvallis Apr. 18 (HH) and one at Finley May 29 (M. Lippsmeyer) provided Benton's first reports in 3 years. Two were at Mt. Erie, Skagit, WA, May 6 (P. DeBruyn). Evidence of Steller's Jay movements came from Seattle May 2 (N. Zimmerman), at Washtucna, Adams, WA, May 8 (BT) and at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, May 27. The latter birds were accompanied by one Blue Jay (VN). Away from their range in Klamath, Scrub Jays are recent arrivals in the Oregon interior. Spring records included birds in the John Day area, Grant, March–May 7 (fide, T. 
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Winters), at Silver L, Lake until Mar 20 (SSu) and at fields May 30 (RH, GGi). A Canyon Wren at Oneonta Gorge, Multnomah, Mar. 13 (DB, JJ) is probably indicative of their continuing westward expansion in the Columbia R. gorge.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES
Male Blue-gray Gnatcatchers near Picture Rock Pass May 18 and on Winter Ridge May 28 (S & PrSu) were at previously unreported breeding areas in Lake; their breeding range is patchy in e. Oregon. Numbers of migrant Townsend's Solitaires were well above average in both w. Washington Apr. 12-26 (EH, SM, D & SS) and the Portland area Apr. 21-19 (DL, DM). Washington had only one report of a N. Mockingbird, noted at Tatoosh I., Clallam, May 22 (R. Paine, fide, RT); Oregon had six (m.ob.). A Sage Thrasher at Willapa N.W.R., Pacific, WA, Apr. 11 (MP, †AR) was a vagrant from the interior. The male Black-backed Wagtail at Point No Point, Kitsap, May 5-7 (VN, m.ob.) furnished Washington's 3rd record, all reported in May. A Loggerhead Shrike at Finley May 21 (D. & M.L. Copeland) was a rare spring visitor to the Willamette Valley. Regular warbler migrants were quite conspicuous during the latter half of April. Masses of Orange-crowned Warblers were found along the outer coast in late April (BT). Nashville Warbler counts were markedly above average Apr. 17–May 4 in both w. Washington (EH, AR) and the Portland area (HH, HN), where they are casual. Their numbers were also higher than typical for the interior areas, where they are regular (SJ, fide, MK, BW). Yellow-rumps were plentiful, including an unusually high proportion of Myrtles, throughout w. Washington, in late April (BT). Records of casual and vagrant warblers included a male Magnolia along Indian Ford Cr., OR, May 31 (GGi, RH) for a 2nd Deschutes record, a Palm in Seattle Apr. 19 (†D. MacDougall-Tracey), a female Black-and-white in Fields May 30 (HH) and a male in W. Richland, Benton, WA, May 26 (†BW), and two Ovenbirds at Malheur May 29 (RH, HH, AC). The best of a sparse lot was a male Prothonotary Warbler at Malheur May 30–June 3 (RH, m.ob.), for the 4th Oregon record. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are annual visitors to the Region. This spring's sightings included males in Brookings, Curry, OR, May 15 (†CD), in Bend, Deschutes, May 22 (TC), and in Poulsbo, Kitsap, WA, May 30 (J. Carson). Noteworthy numbers of Lazuli Buntings were discovered May 10-15 in w. Washington, in areas not generally frequented (EH). Brewer's Sparrows are rarely found west of the Cascades; one in Portland Apr. 16-20 (PM, LW) and another in Bellingham, WA, May 23 (TW) furnished a first Whatcom record. Similarly, the Black-throated Sparrows found near Monroe, Snohomish, WA, Apr. 26-27 (J. Minikan) and at Finley May 15 (†HH) were also casual visitors. A singing male Lark Bunting in W. Salem, Polk, May 15-16 (†R & M Raney) provided one of few spring w. Oregon records. And a White-throated Sparrow heard vocalizing at Snoqualmie Pass, King, WA, May 23 (B. Sundstrom) certainly chose an unusual spot at a remarkable time. Not surprisingly, blackbird ranges continue to increase in our Region. Three Tricolored Blackbirds returned to the Portland colony by Apr. 14 (DB, HN) and six at Painted Hills, Wheeler, Apr. 8 (CM); a new colony was discovered at Clarno Marsh, Wheeler (J. Anderson, m.ob.). Yellow-headed Blackbirds turned up at a new colony in w. Washington, where they are rare breeders; 10 pairs were located s.w. of Lynden, Whatcom (F. Sears). Great-tailed Grackles, apparently increasing in frequency in Oregon, were found at several Harney locations: two at fields May 15 (fide, GI), one at Hines May 20 (RV), and one at Malheur May 28 (GI). Common Grackles, also increasing in Oregon, were at Malheur May 15 (Larry Hammond) and in Coos Bay May 31(B. Fawver), for a first Coos record. A Brambling encountered at Newhalem, Skagit, Apr. 9-12 (G. Yeager, ph.) was Washington's 8th in the past 3 years. Red Crossbills remained scarce throughout Washington (SJ, CCh, BT, G & WH, D & SS) all spring. Evening Grosbeaks staged a sizable movement through the e. Cascades during the 3rd week of May (JT); some were still in the lowland interior oases (BT) and along Puget Sound (VN) at the end of May.
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The Nesting Season, 1993

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson

June weather was about normal—which is never really pleasant—but July was extremely wet and cold throughout the Region. Several local records for precipitation or cold, or both, were set. Nobody seems to know whether the extreme weather reflected an unprecedented second successive summer of El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions; last summer ENSO appeared to have been responsible for the drought conditions. The summer of 1993, so different from 1992 onshore, seemed identical to it on the ocean. For many seabird species, especially cormorants and murres, breeding success was either poor or nonexistent; other species, such as Cassin's and Rhinoceros auklets, shifted their feeding patterns to the inside marine waters, which seemed more productive. There was some indication that southbound passerine migration in the interior began earlier than usual, with a few warblers and vireos appearing up to two weeks early. The shorebird migration was apparently unremarkable.

Abbreviation= Fields (Fields, Harney, OR); Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia, OR); S.J.C.R. (s. jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR).

LOONS TO DUCKS
A pair of Com. Loons, a vanishing breeder in Washington, bred on Lost L., Okanogan (TW); breeding was also noted here in 1991. The 2 chicks with a pair of Red-necked Grebes seen July 25-26 provided a first Malheur breeding record (T. Love); the Klamath region is the only part of Oregon in which this species breeds regularly. Medium numbers of N. Fulmars were found off Washington this summer, with 10-30 per day off Neah Bay in June (PA) and 68 off Westport July 17 (TW). Numbers of summering fulmars vary annually, absent in 1992 yet quite common in 1991. A beached Buller's Shear-water at Waldport, Lincoln OR June 10 (RL) probably represented the earliest record for the Region. Very low Sooty Shearwater numbers were probably reflective of ENSO conditions; less than 2,000 were seen off Westport, WA July 17 (TW). One Sooty at the east end of the Strait of Juan de Fuca July 6 (PL, SF) was another indication that some seabirds shifted their distribution to the inland waters. The count of 602 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels off Westport, WA July 17 (TW) was outstanding, as they virtually disappeared later in the year. The unusual numbers of Am. White Pelican in w. Washington this spring were followed by a total of five at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston June 2-6 (L. Vicencio); one spent the summer in Whatcom (TW). Brown Pelicans were abundant on the s. Washington coast (BT), an indicator of ENSO conditions. The ENSO apparently hindered cormorant breeding success: 68% of the Pelagic Cormorant nests were abandoned on the Lincoln OR coast by mid-July (RL) and the number of Brandt's Cormorants nesting at Sea Lion Caves, Lincoln was much lower than average (RL). A pair of Cattle Egret was found nesting near Malheur (RV); they are only sporadic breeders in the Region. An ad. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron at Walla Walla, WA May 30–June 13 (MD, m.ob, ph.), totally unexpected, secured a first Regional record. Single Mute Swans found at Malheur twice during the period (GI) may be indicative of a rapid spread in the Region. The season brought several unusual waterfowl breeding records. Forest Grove, Washington OR July to had a brood of Blue-winged Teals (GG), a rare breeder in the Willamette Valley. Rare breeders in WA were Lesser Scaup, with broods at Everett July 18 (SM) and at Royal Slough, Grant July 22 (AS) and 2 broods of Buffleheads and one of Com. Goldeneyes, at Big Meadow I.., Pend Oreille (AS et al.) June 26. Two broods of Buffleheads on Upper Midway Res., Klamath OR June 17 (RH, HH) were less than 10 mi from the California border.

KITES TO PHALAROPES
The pair of White-tailed Kites at Brookings, Curry OR through June 12 (AB) and three in the Rogue valley, OR in July (MM) were in expected locales. Two kites in Curtis, Lewis June 9 (BT) followed the spring report of a courting pair there and may indicate a 2nd breeding locale in Washington. A pair of Red-shouldered Hawks found 5 mi up the Rogue R., June 12 (CD) had ventured to a new site in Curry. The Merlin seen at Sequim, Clallam WA July 6 (BT) and the Peregrine at Tacoma, WA July 28 (J. Lyles) were both probably summering non-breeders. Prairie Falcons are unusual even in winter in the Puget lowlands, so one at Bellingham, WA July 23 (†C. Blake) was a surprise Sandhill Cranes apparently bred at Diamond L. in the s. Oregon Cascades in June (R. Maertz), for a first Douglas record. Two cranes remained on Sauvie (DB) for the 3rd of the last 5 summers; there were no summer records prior to then An Am Golden-
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Plover at O.S., July 4 (RW) was early, the only report of either species this summer. A Snowy Plover count of 201 at Malheur June 15-18 (RV) was heartening, but 182 at Abert L, Lake OR (G. Kiester) was not much higher than the record low of 170. Both Black-necked Stilts and Am. Avocets were much less common in the Columbia Basin than any of the previous 50 years (G & WH, RW, BT). Department of Wildlife staff observed no Upland Sandpipers this summer in their only known breeding area in Washington. The count of 65 Lesser Yellowlegs at Royal Slough, Grant WA July 22 (AS) was the only notable peak. An ad. Rufous-necked Stint at Whidbey I., July 18 (†SM) provided a first (but a single-person) report for Washington. The details will be evaluated by the Records Committee. Fall records of ad. Stilt Sandpipers are very unusual in the Region, so one at S.J.C.R., July 2 (MP) was noteworthy, foreshadowing a good fall flight of this species. Interior records of the scarce Short-billed Dowitcher included an ad. caurinus at Potholes Res., Grant WA July 3 (DP), and singles at Wamic, Wasco OR July 17 (DL), Ochoco L., Crook OR July 18 (L. Rents), and Summer L., Lake OR July 10 (SS).

GULLS TO ALCIDS
The S. Polar Skua off Westport, WA July 17 (TW) was early. Up to 14 Franklin's Gulls were at the Walla Walla R. Delta, Walla Walla WA through June 5 (EH, BT); they are not known to breed in Washington, but summer records are increasing in frequency. The newly established (1992) Caspian Tern colony at Everett, WA numbered 1,500 adults and 200 young. Three pairs of Arctic Terns, also nesting there, fledged 3 young (SM). The Elegant Tern flight that we have begun to associate with ENSO summers was much less impressive than the hundreds noted in 1992. The first two reported were at Brookings, Curry OR July 11 (D. Pederson), followed by 15 at O.S., July 13 (BS), and 20+ were at nearby Westport July 15 (BT, TW), and four reached Puget Sound at Crockett L., Island July 25 (†SM). One Black Tern at Barnaby Slough, Skagit June 2 (SJ) and two near Bellingham June 3 (M. Sandsberry) were unusual wanderers to northwest Washington. In contrast to the murre situation, Pigeon Guillemots apparently bred successfully in some Oregon coastal locations (RL, RB).
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Cassin's Auklets, another apparent victim of ENSO, were common near their colonies off Neah Bay, WA in May, but had vanished by mid-June (PA). Only three were found off Westport, WA July 17 (TW). Some Cassin's apparently shifted to the inside waters, spawning the largest number ever reported in a season on Puget Sound: 10 at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson July 6 (BT, PL, SF), singles on each side of Whidbey I., July 25 (SM), two in the San Juan Is., July as (MD), and another two there July 30 (TW). Unusual numbers of Ancient Murrelets summered in-the Region: one at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson WA July 6 (PL, SF, BT), one at Whidbey I., WA July 18 (SM), two near Netarts, Tillamook OR July 20 (RL), two at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln OR July 21 (RL), and two at Boiler Bay, Lincoln OR July 24 (GL). Up to 40 Marbled Murrelets were censused off Browns Pt., Pierce WA May 26—June 3, a surprisingly high number for s. Puget Sound waters (TB). The Rhinoceros Auklets that foraged on Puget Sound apparently fared better than their alcid brethren on the ocean, as burrow occupancy on Protection I., Jefferson was reportedly higher than average this year (UW). The final piece of gloomy ocean news: Tufted Puffin breeding success was much lower than normal (RL).

OWLS TO MIMIDS
A Barred Owl heard calling near Coupeville, WA in late July (CCh) is an Island first. Broad-tailed Hummingbirds, not found regularly anywhere in Oregon, were near Brogan, Malheur June 2 (†BC) and at Malheur June 5-6 (†HH). Both states were showered with Least Flycatchers. The highest number of summer records ever (17) included two on Hart Mt., Lake OR June 1-5 (AC), one at Malheur June 3 (ShJ, RS), one at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark WA June 50-15 (†SJ), four at Clyde Holliday S.P., Grant OR June 12 (SR), one on the Owyhee R., Malheur OR June 13 (AC), two near Curlew, Ferry WA June 13 (AS), one near Woodland, Cowlitz WA June 13 (†SJ), one at Dishman Hills, Spokane WA June 15-16 (†JA), one at Davis L., Pend Oreille WA June 17 (†JA), a pair at Sullivan L., Pend Oreille WA June 24 (RW), and one at Ft. Lewis, Pierce WA June 30-July 3 (†CCh). Dusky Flycatchers near Skykomish, Snohomish WA July 7 (BBo) and several, thought to be nesting, in the Burnt Bridge/Bear Camp area, Curry OR (CD) were distant from their only known west side breeding area in the s. Oregon Cascades. Other unusual flycatcher breeding records for the west side included W. Kingbird nesting near Spanaway, Pierce WA (S. Agnew) and at Oak Flat, OR July 20 (CD) for probably the 1st Curry breeding record, E. Kingbirds nesting near Ft. Lewis, Pierce WA June 24-July 35 (C. Sheridan), and another pair possibly nesting near the mouth of the Sandy R., Multnomah OR (B. Altman). The report of Bank Swallows nesting along the Skykomish R. near Monroe, Snohomish (BBo) would be a first w. Washington breeding record in recent times. Purple Martins, a greatly reduced breeder in w. Washington, were found nesting at Everett (SM), at Shilshole in Seattle (W. Beecher) and possibly in Hoquiam, Grays Harbor (G & WH). 

1144 American Birds, Winter 1993

More news from the frontlines of the Scrub Jay range expansion: one in W. Seattle June 13-15 (G. Henikoff), a pair in Normandy Park, King WA during June (fide, F. Wood), a nest in Astoria, Clatsop OR (MP), and in the Interior one at the north end of the Alvord Basin, Harney June 13 (HN). Canyon Wrens are expanding their range W; one was at a potential nest site on Mt. Index, Snohomish WA June 21 (BBo). A Rock Wren pair with 3 juveniles on Mary's Peak, Benton July 17-23 (BB) furnished a first breeding record for the Oregon Coast Range. The N. Mockingbird reports consisted of two in w. Oregon (fide, HN) and seven from e. Oregon (m.ob.).

WARBLERS TO FINCHES
The zone of intergradation for Hermit and Townsend's warblers includes the Kitsap Pen. in Washington; intergrades were fairly common at Tahuya State Forest, Mason (CCh). A male Hermit Warbler was at Fields June 3 (JG, HH); this west side warbler is accidental in Harney. Three territorial Black-throated Gray Warblers were found June 20 on Bald Mt., OR (SS); they are not known as Klamath breeders. The typical handful of vagrant warblers reports, all from Oregon, included a singing male N. Parula at the mouth of the Winchuck R., Curry June 17 (AB, †CD) and another at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook July 24 (†GG), for the 4th and 5th w. Oregon records; a singing male Am. Redstart at Detroit June 17-20 (BB) for a Marion first, and at least eight in e. Oregon away from their known breeding areas (m.ob.); and Ovenbirds in the Catlow Valley, Harney June 3-4 (ShJ, RS, HH) and near Red Bridge S.P., Union June 12 (SR). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, found almost annually in Harney, were at 2 locations June 5–10 (B. Ullenberg, E. Scheuring). A Indigo Bunting, another regular vagrant, was at Alvord Ranch, Harney June 12 (†JJ). Singing male Clay-colored Sparrows, a rare e. Washington breeder, were found at 2 sites near Omak, Okanogan July 3 (WW) and near Rocklyn, WA July 11-12 (†JA). The Lark Sparrow at Barnaby Slough, WA June 3 (†SJ) was a Skagit first. The pair of Black-throated Sparrows found e. of Yakima June 5-27 (AS), were a 1st Yakima record and the 1st summer record in Washington since the small breeding colony near Vantage disappeared in 1991. A male Lark Bunting in Walla Walla June 2 (K & JW) secured Washington's 10th record. Grasshopper Sparrow numbers were well above average in the Okanogan (AS) and in s e. Washington (BT). They are casual breeders in the Willamette Valley. A singing male was at Baskett Slough N.W.R., June 20+ (BB) for the 3rd or 4th year at this location. A territorial male LeConte's Sparrow was found at Deep L., Stevens June 18-29 (†EH, m.ob.) for the 3rd Washington record. Tricolored Blackbirds are recent arrivals in e. Oregon: 25 males were at the Camp Hancock Marsh May 29 (DL), and a male was at Wamic, Wasco July 11 (DL). The Bobolink population increased at Malheur; 301 males were counted, compared with 110 in 1992 and 206 in 1991 (RV). At least four Great-tailed Grackles were found in Harney during June (K. & J. Kearney, HN, GI); can a breeding record be far behind? A Com. Grackle in Port Orford, Curry June 6–July 13 (A. Pfand, †CD) was the 6th for w. Oregon, and three found in Fields June 1(JG) add to a number of Harney records. A male Pine Grosbeak was at Tenmile, Douglas July 30 (A. Adams); despite many summer records from the Oregon Cascades, there is no evidence of breeding yet. Red Crossbills remained scarce through June (SJ, BT) but increased in abundance during July throughout the Region (CCh, BT, HN, MM, AS). The only White-winged Crossbill report was of one on Mt. Spokane, WA July 25 (JA) and another at Deep L., Stevens WA June 25 (AS). After impressive spring numbers, Evening Grosbeaks bred in Olympia, WA (G & WH) and probably at numerous other locations in the lowlands (SJ, BT). They were very common in the Oregon Cascades this summer (DL, HN). Pine Siskins were also common and widespread, with very good nesting success (HN).
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