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Autumn Migration, 1991

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan

It was a very dry fall until November in the interior. It was so dry that, in mid-October, Spokane was virtually encircled by forest fires. The first winter storms arrived in late October and helped extinguish the last hot spots from the fires. On the west side of the mountains, while August was wetter and warmer than average, both September and October saw a drought of 45 rainless days in the Seattle area.
 [image: ]
 This was the longest ever fall dry stretch there. November was its usual cold and wet self throughout. On the ocean, sea surface temperatures were generally above average for the third consecutive fall. Most observers felt the passerine migration was unspectacular. A few local movements were noted. At 4,500' above Swauk Pass, Washington, Aug. 30, Ruby-crowned Kinglets dominated, accompanied by numbers of Hammond's Flycatcher, five species of warbler and Chipping Sparrow (DP). In the Seattle area on Sep. 1, a large movement included Yellow Warbler (most common), and four other warbler species (RD, IP). A strong warbler movement was noted through Portland September 4 (JB). A movement at Wapato, Washington, September 21 followed stiff NW winds (AS) and included kinglets, five warbler species and tanagers. Above average numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Yellow-rumped Warbler were found September 29 in southeastern Washington (BT). Other striking aspects of the fall of 1991 were the generally low numbers of tubenoses, a very good fall Right of Brown Pelican and Elegant Terns, a relatively poor shorebird passage except for numbers of Pectoral and Sharp-tailed sandpipers, very low numbers of Franklin's and California gulls, a gigantic number of Boreal Owl reports, and unusual movements of both Blue and Scrub jays.

Abbreviations: Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Leadbetter (Leadbetter Pt., Pacific Co., WA); Malheur (Malheur Natl. Wildlife Ref, Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie L. Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA).

LOONS TO KICKS
Pacific Loons appeared in the interior in large numbers. The peak count was eight on Park L., Grant, WA, Oct. 6 (AS) and 15 others were found at 6 locations. Only two Yellow-billed Loons were reported, from Pt. Wilson, Jefferson, WA, Oct. 19 (Mike Donohue) and Pt. No Point, Kitsap, WA, Oct. 31—Nov. 28 (†VN). Tubenose numbers were generally below average. Northern Fulmar 
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were found in small numbers through September (TW, JJ), 25 or fewer per pelagic trip, with only a modest increase in October numbers. For the 3rd fall in a row, Flesh-footed Shearwaters were very scarce. One out of Garibaldi, OR, Aug. 26 (DSt) was the only report. Most trips found fewer than 100 Buller's Shearwaters, better numbers than fall 1990 but poorer than most years. The peak count was 227 off Westport Oct. 5 (TW). Sooty Shearwaters were considerably less abundant along the coast than in some falls (HN, TW). The only exceptional tubenose numbers were a concentration of storm-petrels 30 mi off the Columbia R. mouth Sept. 21 that numbered 1,500 Fork-tailed and two Leach's (JE). There are few fall records of Leach's off our coasts. Brown Pelicans were present again this fall along the Washington coast in numbers that would have been unthinkable in the 1970s (DP, FSh, UW). Oregon observers noted a heavy return migration along the coast the last week of October and the first week of November (JG). Great Egrets were a bit more common than usual in n.w. Oregon (JG), but numbers elsewhere were average or below. An imm. Little Blue Heron at Yaquina Bay Aug. 29-31 (RG, †BB, m.ob.) was the 4th Oregon record. It was a good fall Cattle Egret flight. Three were reported from the Oregon coast; while in the Willamette Valley, two were at Corvallis Nov. 20-23 (HH, m.ob.), one was at St. Paul, Nov. 24 (Dave Copeland) and three were near Portland Nov. 11 (Lars Norgren). There was only one in w. Washington, at Orting, Pierce, Nov. 16 (Peter Kline). The eastside numbers were very surprising. Four were near Othello, WA, Nov. 13 to at least Dec. 9 (RH), one was at Walla Walla, WA, Nov. 20 (KK), and the eight in Prineville, OR, Nov. 5 (Rick Demmer) provided a first Crook record. Trumpeter Swans have been introduced into the Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake, OR, this summer and fall in an attempt to establish a wintering population at that location (fide TC). The introduced birds have been neck-banded and color marked. The only extralimital Ross' Goose was one at Silcott I., Asotin, WA, Nov. 9 (PS). Emperor Geese are rare but regular in fall. A juvenile was at Sauvie Oct. 16 (JJ) and an adult was at Bay Center, Pacific, WA, Nov. 15-23 (†BSh). Only two Eur. Wigeon were reported from the interior: one near Richland, WA, Nov. 23 (Phil Bartley) and one at Pine Hollow Res., Wasco, OR, Nov. 5 (CC). A King Eider appeared at Bandon Nov. 5 into December (Joe Kaplan, m.ob.) for Oregon's 4th record. Seven Oldsquaw, somewhat above average, were found in the interior from Oct. 28 (JA) to the end of the period, including the first Kittitas, WA (Steve Hall), Adams, WA (RH), and Crook, OR, records (TC, LR, CM). Two Black Scoters were on Suttle L., OR, Nov. 11 (LR), for the 2nd Jefferson record, and nine Surf (AS, PM, LR, CC, CM) and 21 White-winged (m.ob.) scoters were found inland. The annual fall count of Barrow's Goldeneye in Olympia, WA (G & WH) totalled 928 Nov. 3, above the last 2 falls, but below the 1973-1988 average.

KITES TO PHALAROPES
There were five Black-shouldered Kite reports from s.w. Washington (Craig Peterson, DP, BSu, BSe, FSh), about average for fall. In Oregon, 11 kites were recorded from the Rogue valley (MM) and six along the coast (HN). The recent average fall count for Oregon is 30 birds. Red-shouldered Hawks were found in the usual areas of coastal Curry and Coos in s.w. Oregon, and there were a surprising number of reports from the Willamette Valley: one along Five Rivers Rd., Lane Sept. 1 (Dawson & Bobby Mohler), up to two at Finley N.W.R., Sept. 12 to Oct. 27 (WCa, CC), one at Banks, Washington Aug. 25 (DSt), and one imm. at Sauvie Sept. 4 (JJ). The two e. Oregon reports were even more surprising: one at Malheur Sept. 14 (CO) and a subadult at Sycan Marsh, Lake Nov. 16-24 (SSu). A Ferruginous Hawk at Eagle Point, Jackson, OR, Sept. 17 (†HS) was a westside rarity. There were three Gyrfalcon reports from w. Oregon, none with conclusive details, and only one in n.w. Washington (Dick McNeely). Three Prairie Falcon sightings in the Willamette Valley this fall were an unusual number: one at St. Paul Sept. 11 to Nov 24 (BB), one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Nov. 2 (Don Pederson) and one near Albany, Nov. 28 (RG). Excellent numbers of Merlin in the interior were noted by several observers (RH, JW et al.). More observers reported raptor movements this fall than ever before. The notable observations were all from Washington: 69 over Slate Peak, Okanogan Sept. 11 (JM), 33 over Redtop Mt., Kittitas Sept. 4 (JM), 27 over the Willapa Hills, Pacific Sept. 15 (FSh), 93 over Slate Peak Sept. 25 (David Buckley), 15 over Red Top Mt. Sept. 28 (Jennie Smith) and 23 there the next day (Steve Easley), 30 over Tiffany Mt., Okanogan, Oct. 18 (AS) and 16 over Rock Island Peak, Okanogan, WA, Oct. 20 (AS). In general, the September numbers were primarily Accipiters and Red-tailed Hawks, while most of the October numbers were Rough-legged Hawks and Golden Eagles. Both races of Lesser Golden-Plover occur annually on the coast: DP and BSu found that 25 at O.S. Aug. 23-24 included five ad. and two imm. dominica and 18 ad. fulva, and as late as Oct. 27 there were still two fulva and two dominica at S.J.C.R (HN). A L. Golden-Plover at W.W.R.D. Sept. 9 was identified as Alva (M & MLD). The status of fulva in the interior is unclear. Ten Lesser Golden-Plover reports from the interior is above average; the peak count was five at McNary N.W.R., WA, Sept. 18 (M & MLD). An Am. Avocet at Telegraph Slough, Skagit, WA, Sept. 2 (fide BK) and one at Sauvie Sept. 7 (TL) were the only reports of this westside straggler. It was an excellent fall for Solitary Sandpipers at several n.e. Washington locations: the peak count at Reardan was eight Aug. 18 OA) and six were near Moses Lake Aug. 21 (AS). However, for the 3rd consecutive fall Solitaries were scarce in all other parts of the Region with only eight reports (RTh, BW, RV, DL, LR, TC). An Upland Sandpiper at Leadbetter Sept. 19 (†BSe) is the first westside record for this species in over ten years. Bar-tailed Godwits are rare annual fall migrants; one was at Leadbetter Aug. 18—Sept. 18 (†AS, SA). Three imm. Hudsonian Godwits appeared at S.J.C.R. Sept. 1 (†JG, ph.) for the 2nd Oregon record with multiple individuals and at least the tenth for the state. Two Ruddy Turnstones at Reardan, Lincoln, WA (JA) and one at Ochoco L., OR, Sept. 1, the first Crook record (LR, TC, CM) comprised the usual few interior fall reports. The Red Knot at St. Paul, OR, Sept. 12 (†BB) was a first for the Willamette Valley away from Sauvie. Two of the largest peak counts of W. Sandpiper came from the interior: 1,200 at W.W.R.D. Aug. 26 (M & MLD) and at Malheur 8,600 were noted Aug. 
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21 to Sept. 4 (fide TC). The period of heaviest coastal movement of W. Sandpiper was late August to the 2nd week of September, when 1,000 were at S.J.C.R. Aug. 31 (MP), 1,800 were at Sauvie Aug. 22 (HN), 1,600 were at Telegraph Slough, Skagit, WA, Sept. 2 (fide BK) and very large numbers were at Bandon, Coos, OR (JG, JJ). None of these counts, except the Bandon numbers, were near the levels of 10,000+ that should have been reported. It was an average or better fall for Pectoral Sandpiper. Their numbers seemed particularly good to most observers, since 1989 and 1990 were two of the poorest falls in memory for them. At Reardan, WA, the peak was a typical 56 on Sept. 24 (JA), and observers at other interior and coastal locations noted similar numbers (M & MLD, BW, M & EE, HN). There were many reports of Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: one at Lead-better Aug. 30 (†BSh) was the earliest, one at Nehalem, OR, Nov. 12 (Robert Lucas) was the latest and three at Aberdeen, WA, Oct. 27 (GG) were the peak count. Interior reports are still very rare; this fall there were two along Frenchman Hills Rd., Grant, WA, Sept. 29 (†BT) with one still there Oct. 6 (AS), one at Lower Klamath N.W.R., OR, Sept. 24 (†RE) and one at Malheur Oct. 5 (†BB) was a refuge first. Stilt Sandpiper numbers were low, with only two westside reports: one at Whidbey I., WA, Aug. 18 (DP) and up to two at Sauvie (HN) Sept. 1-9. It was a poor year in the interior as well (JA, M & MLD, AS, TC). Nine Buff-breasted Sandpipers were found in w. Washington, including six in unusual areas: four at Dungeness, Clallam Sept. 1 (FSh), one different bird at Dungeness Sept. 14 (EH), and one at Lyman, Skagit Sept. 15 (SA). The 12 w. Oregon records were from coastal locations, except for one at Sauvie Aug. 22 (HN) where they are quite rare. The total of 21 probably indicates a modest flight. The Regional Ruff total of six includes at least one imm. at O.S. Aug. 23 to Oct. 26 (DP, BSu), an ad. male at O.S. Oct. 17 (DN), one imm. at Agate L. Sept. 1-27, reportedly the first Rogue valley record (RE, Jerry Wahl, ph.), two at S.J.C.R. Aug. 11 (MP), and one imm. female at Sauvie Sept. 4-5 (JJ). A juv. Short-billed Dowitcher in the Columbia Basin at Potholes Res., WA, Aug. 7 (DP) was identified as caurinus. The only other interior sighting was two Short-billed Dowitchers at W.W.R.D., Aug. 25 (†AS, BW). The count of 20,000 Long-billed Dowitcher at Malheur Oct. 27 (JJ, TC) is astounding; no other Regional peak counts even approach that number. For the 2nd consecutive fall, Red-necked Phalarope numbers on pelagic trips were very low; the highest count out of Westport was a measly 97 Aug. 17 (TW). Red Phalaropes are regular but rare in the interior: one at W.W.R.D. Sept. 9-25 (KK), one at Summer Lake W.M.A., OR, Sept. 20 (SSu) was a Lake first, and one was at McNary N.W.R. Sept. 28 (M & MLD).

GULLS TO OWLS
The total of seven imm. Franklin's Gulls found on the westside continues the declining trend of the last two autumns. Prior to this recent decline, 20 or more could be expected in a fall. The records this fall included up to two at Everett, WA, Sept. 2 to Oct. 20 (RM, BSu), one at Seattle Oct. 6 (EH), three at Marysville, Snohomish, WA, Oct. 22 (RM), and the only Oregon report of one at Sauvie Aug. 3—Nov. 10 (NL). In interior areas away from Malheur, the 4 sightings included imm. Franklin's at Lyons Ferry, Franklin, Oct. 5 (M & MLD), Soap L., Grant, Oct. 13 (AS) and near McNary Dam, OR, Oct. 12 (M & MLD). A late and locally rare Franklin's Gull was at Spokane Nov. 10 UA). Three Little Gulls, a subadult at Seattle Sept. 21 (RTh), one at Everett Oct. 20-26 (BSu, DB), and one at American L., Pierce, Nov. 3 (W. Wilkins), were routine fall numbers. TW found that Bonaparte's Gulls in the Bellingham area were late in arriving, low in total numbers and departed early. Mew Gulls are quite rare in the interior: one was in Spokane Nov. 10-22 (JWi, JA), one was at John Day Dam Nov. 9 & 17 (NL) and three were at Lyon's Ferry, Franklin, WA, Nov. 23 (KK). California Gulls were much less common than usual along the outer coast: only 800 were at S.J.C.R. Aug. 20 (HN) and fewer than 100 were at Grays Harbor Aug. 23-25 (DP). Thousands should have been present; much lower than normal numbers were also reported in fall 1990. Production of Glaucous-winged Gulls this summer from the large Protection I. colony in the Strait of Juan de Fuca was thought to be the best ever (UW). The interior records of Sabine's Gull were one at Glenwood, Klickitat, WA, Sept. 6 (John O'Connell, ph.), a first county record, and one at John Day Dam Nov. 9 (NL). For the 3rd fall since 1983, Elegant Terns reached the Washington coast, although the flight was much smaller than the 1983 or 1990 flights. In Oregon, up to four were at the Chetco R. mouth, Curry, Aug. 21—Oct. 27 (†AB, CD, fide HN), one was at Coos Bay Aug. 19 (Barbara Griffin) and four were at Yaquina Bay Aug. 2 (Wes & Florence Bell). Northernmost were two at O.S. Aug. 23-25 (DP, BSu) and again Sept. 18 (BW). Counts of Com. Murres off Westport were not impressive (TW). Apparently, breeding success of murres off Oregon remains below normal. Some unusual concentrations of Marbled Murrelets were reported this fall. On Puget Sound, 57 were counted on Langley Bay, near Anacortes, Skagit Aug. 6 (M & MLD). Along coastal Oregon, 29 were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln Aug. 13 (M & MLD), up to 55 were at Yaquina Head in August and September (Kathy Merrifield) and 40 were at Cape Meares, Tillamook Sept. 11 (Richard Smith). The Ancient Murrelet on the Monmouth Sed. Ponds Sept. 29 (SD, †BB) was a Willamette Valley first and a very early migrant, as normal fall arrival time in Puget Sound is mid-October. A Horned Puffin Aug. 9 near the mouth of the Siuslaw (†MH) was the 2nd recent fall record for Oregon. A pair Barred Owls near Molalla, Clackamas produced young (SD, m.ob.); breeding records for Oregon are sparse. 
 S.A.
The number of Boreal Owl reports was astounding, especially since there were no reports this summer and few this spring. In the Okanogan Highlands of n. Washington, nine were found in

the Tiffany Mt. region Sept. 14 (KB) and three were there Oct. 18 (AS). In the c. Oregon Cascades, nine were found during October at 2 locations in Deschutes (TC. m.ob.) and Lane (fide, HN). Finally, in the Wallowa and Blue Mts. of n.e. Oregon and adjacent Washington up to three were found in Wallowa, OR, Oct. 12-15 (Verda Teale, DL, M & MLD), and four more in Columbia, WA, Oct. 11 (M & MLD, ph.). We wonder if these birds present and undetected in these areas during spring and summer, or had they bred farther north and moved south post-breeding? We know very little about the most basic aspects of their occurrence in the Region.


POORWILL TO THRUSHES
A Com. Poorwill in Tacoma Oct. 4 (John Slipp) was one of fewer than ten records for w. Washington. The. Vaux's Swift over the Nisqually N.W.R, Thurston, WA, Nov. 2 (RTa) was very late. A female Broad-tailed Hummingbird south of Mt. Hood, OR, Aug. 17-18 (DL, DA) may be the northernmost for the Cascades. Several Lewis' Woodpecker reports from the mid-Willamette Valley in October and November (fide BB) are notable, as the species apparently deserted e. Washington this fall (AS, BT). Some of these Washington birds may have moved into or through the Willamette valley. Two Acorn Woodpeckers were at Lyle, Klickitat, Oct. 11 (R & GR) which is the only Washington locale where they are regular. An ad. male Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at Silver Lake Oct. 6-10 (†SSu, ph.) for Oregon's 8th record. A Tropical Kingbird at Ocosta, Grays Harbor, Oct. 21-Nov. 20 (†JS, †AS, m.ob. ph) was heard calling on several occasions. This is the 10th Washington record and the first with species identification confirmed by voice. The only Oregon report was one at Hammond, Clatsop, Nov. 17 (Jack Kiley). Steller's Jay movements undoubtedly occur regularly in the Region, but are not often observed, so the count of 52 seen moving south during twelve minutes at O.S. Sept. 8 (AS) is interesting, especially as the other jay species seemed to be staging movements this fall. The number of Blue Jay reports in Washington was almost bewilderingly large. Ten appeared this fall, the earliest in Fairfield, Spokane Sept. 25 (Donna Schluter). Five of the reports were from w 
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Washington, at Seattle (George Lowe), Vashon I. (Mary Fitch), and two at Klipsan Beach, Pacific, during November (fide Alan Richards, ph.) reached the outer coast. Remarkably, there was only one Oregon report, in LaGrande Nov. 25 (Guy & Freda Vaugh). The unusual number of extralimital Scrub Jays may have originated from several different populations. Two Scrub Jays in Seattle Aug. 13 (Carol Fahrenbru) and one in Tacoma Sept. 25 (James Lyles) likely came from the growing population in s.w. Washington. Up to six at an Astoria, OR, feeder throughout the fall (Dan Fay) could have come from farther south on the coast or from the Willamette valley. Most puzzling were the exceptional number of Scrub Jays found in e. Oregon, where they were all local first records. One was at Malheur Field Station, Harney Oct. 2 (Sheran Jones), one was at Bend all fall (TC), another at Mt. Vernon Oct. 14 through November (Pat & Sharon Sweeney, Tom Winters), one was in La-Grande from Nov. 25 on (Joyce Coate) and two were in Prineville, OR, Nov. 6 to the end of the period (Chris Carey). Were these from the Great Basin populations to the south and east, from the populations in south-central Oregon, or from the Willamette valley populations to the west? The Bewick's Wren range in the interior is expanding. The Spokane area population, only about a year old, is surviving well (JA) with individuals continuing to appear in new areas. In e. Oregon, one near Wamic Sept. 1 (DL) was evidence of continuing expansion into the Deschutes R. drainage.

MIMIDS TO WARBLERS
A N. Mockingbird found Nov. 1-9 north of Ellensburg was the first Kittitas, WA, record (HO, PM), one in the Bend area Sept. 1 (CM) was the 3rd Deschutes record and the 3rd interior report was one at McNary Park, OR, Sept. 14 (CC). Others in Oregon were found on Sauvie Nov. 1 (JJ), at Warrenton, Clatsop Nov. 29 (CC), at Brookings from Oct. 15 on (CD), and two were in the Rogue Valley throughout the fall (Dick Cronberg, Ric Thowless). Eight reports is more than average for fall. Bohemian Waxwing numbers around Spokane were poor this fall (JA). A female Phainopepla in Lakeview Sept. 26 (Bing Wong) was a 4th Oregon record, the 3rd from the interior. A Philadelphia Vireo at Summer Falls S.P., Grant, Sept. 25 (†KB) is the first well-documented sighting for Washington, even though it was a single person sighting. A Tennessee Warbler was at Seattle Sept. 17 (Kevin Aanerud), for about the 12th state record. A Northern Parula near Tokeland Aug. 18 (†GG, †Hugh Willoughby) was the 4th for Washington. The Yellow Warbler at Umatilla, OR, Nov. 30 (KK) was very late. The only vagrant warbler in s.e. Oregon this fall was the ad. male Magnolia Warbler at Cottonwood Cr., Malheur; Sept. 28 (DA, DL). An apparent hybrid Black-throated Gray X Townsend's Warbler was found in Seattle Sept. 1 (†RD). An ad. male Prairie Warbler landed briefly on a pelagic trip boat 3 mi offshore from Brookings Sept. 28 (†DF, †KS) for about the 3rd Oregon record, all from the coast. One Palm Warbler was found along the Washington coast, at O.S. Nov. 21 (Bob Morse), and six were located along the Oregon coast (HH, DFa, MP, PS). One at McNary Park, OR, Oct. 19 (†Tony Greager) was highly unusual; they are very rare vagrants in the interior even though they are scarce annual fall migrants on the coast. There were two Blackpoll Warblers in e. Washington, immatures at Davenport (†JA) and at Richland (†BW), both Sept. 7. There are still fewer than 10 confirmed Washington records. A Black-and-white Warbler near Portland Sept. 4 (†JB) and a female window-kill in Hillsboro, Washington Nov. 11 (HN, *) were the only reports this fall. An Am. Redstart at Seattle Sept. 8 (SA) was the only westside report of this scarce migrant. A N. Waterthrush at Nisqually N.W.R. Nov. 9 was a rare w. Washington vagrant and a Thurston first (†GR). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was at Malheur Sept. 1 (CO); they now appear to be annual in s.e. Oregon. Clay-colored Sparrows appeared twice at Brookings, Oct. 22 and Nov. 7 (†CD, †AB), and at Nehalem Meadows Nov. 9 (Jim Hannan); they are rare but regular on the Oregon coast. A Lark Bunting in Westport Sept. 10 (Gary Bowman, ph.) was the 8th Washington sighting. Oregon's 2nd Le Conte's Sparrow was a juvenile in Fields Oct. 12 (JJ, m.ob. ph.); both records are from the same weed patch. One Swamp Sparrow at Seattle Nov. 1 into early December (Dick Veit) was the only w. Washington report. Interior reports were well above average levels: one to two were at McNary Park, OR, Oct. 27 to Nov. 24 (M & MLD), one in Fields Oct. 12 (TC, SSu) was the 2nd Harney record, one at Sycan Marsh Oct. 1 (SSu) was the first Lake record, one was at Ochoco L. Oct. 6 (TC) for the first Crook record, and one was near Walla Walla, WA, Nov. 28 (†AS). Snow Buntings exhibited an unusual arrival pattern, a sprinkling of birds appeared in many areas, some quite unusual, Oct. 25-26. One was at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Oct. 25 (SR), up to nine were at Yaquina Head Oct. 16-28 (fide DF), one was at S.J.C.R. Oct. 25 (Tim Shelmerdine) with six there two days later (HN), nine were at O.S. Oct. 26 (Jim Oakland, Richard Lindstrom), one on Hartstine I., WA, Oct. 26 (Tom Weir) was probably a first Mason record, one was at Everett Oct. 26 (DB), four were in Marblemount, Skagit, WA, Oct. 26 (fide Keith Wiggers), and one was at Swift Res., WA, Oct. 29 (Don Joie) for a Skamania first. A Bobolink at Leadbetter Sept. 18 (FSh) may have been a first Pacific record. All reports of Tricolored Blackbird from Oregon came from areas in the Rogue Valley where well-established (Ray Skibby, HS) or from the Prineville area where they have recently become regular winter visitors (TC) A female Hooded Oriole was at the South Slough Sanctuary, Coos, Sept. 1 (†JJ); there are about ten Oregon records. Red Crossbills began to reappear in the n part of the Region during July. By August, lots of Red Crossbills were on Lewis Peak, Walla Walla, WA (KK) and small numbers of singing birds were in the Kittitas portion of the Washington Cascades (PM) Aug. 17. On Aug. 30, in Kittitas, Types II and IV were common in the Engelmann Spruce forest (DP, Tom Hahn). Numbers of Red Crossbills moved into the Oregon Cascades and Coast Range from late July into October (HN) and into the e. Oregon mountains after mid-August (JE). Small numbers of White-winged Crossbills were found in the northern Cascades of Washington during August through the first half of October (DN, IP, DP, JM, RTa, GR) and in n.e. Washington (JA). In the Oregon Cascades, where White-wingeds are always notable, small numbers were found during the first half of August at Larch Mt. (GL, JE) and farther south at Three Sisters (MP). Small numbers of Com. Redpoll were found near Spokane beginning Nov. 14 (JA). Ten Lesser Goldfinches at Ridgefield N.W.R. Oct. 4 (G & WH) made a large number for s.w. Washington and at an unusual location.

Initialed observers: (subregional editors in boldface) Jim Acton, David Anderson, Scott Atkinson, Alan Barron, Dave Beaudette, Jimbo Beckman, Barb Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma area), Ken Brunner, Wilson Cady, Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Mike & Merry L. Denny, Colin Dillingham (Curry Co.), Stephen Dowlan, Rich Droker, Ray Ekstrom, Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth (Corvallis area), Joe Evanich (e Oregon), Darrel Faxon, Dave Fix, George Gerdts, Roy Gerig, Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Matt Hunter, Jim Johnson, Ken Knittle, Bob Kuntz, Nick Lethaby, Gerard Lillie, Tom Love, Donna Lusthoff, John Martin, Phil Mattocks, Craig Miller, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Roger Muskat, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, David Nunnallee, Bob O'Brien, Clarence O'Leary, Hal Opperman, Paul Osburn, Mike Patterson, Ian Paulsen, Dennis Paulson, Robert & Georgia Ramsey, Lew Rems, Tom Rogers (easternmost Washington), Skip Russell, Howard Sands, Kevin Sands, Brian Self (BSe), Fred Sharpe, Bill Shelmerdine, Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam Co.), Dave Stejskal (DSt), Andy Stepnewski, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Bob Sundstrom, Ruth Taylor (RTa), Larry Thornburgh (Coos Co.), Rob Thorne (RTh), Carol Vande Voorde, Rick Vetter, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Ulrich Wilson, Jeff Wisman (JWi), Bob Woodley.
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The Winter Season, 1991-92

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson

An abundance of statistics indicates the mildness of the winter In the Columbia 
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Basin; the winter period was the warmest in 25 years. At Malheur, it was only the third winter since 1939 with no subzero temperatures recorded. At three recording stations in eastern Washington, January and February were both about 7°F warmer than the average. All three winter months were also drier than average and snowpacks in the mountains were below average. Consequently, there were large numbers of reports of lingering birds that included well-described individuals of Lesser Yellowlegs and Chipping Sparrow, two species that are often mistakenly reported in winter. Other obvious lingerers included Cattle Egret, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, four species of swallow, Marsh Wren, four very unusual warbler species, and Lincoln's Sparrow. On the ocean, the El Niño/Southern Oscillation continued to affect our waters, and may have caused the virtual lack of Northern Fulmar and Black-legged Kittiwake. Oregon had its first records of Steller's Eider and Lawrence's Goldfinch, and Washington had its first Orchard Oriole. This winter was also notable for a flight of Brambling, with most reports from the interior. 

Abbreviations: Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA)

LOONS TO CORMORANTS
The only Yellow-billed Loon report aside from the CBCs was a bird at Garibaldi Dec. 14 to Feb. 1 (DL, m.ob.). Usually, between five and ten are found per winter, but this fall there were only two reports. In Washington, where wintering birds are very rare, one Clark's Grebe was at O.S. Jan. 18 (†G & WH) and two were at Ilwaco, Pacific, WA, Dec. 28 (†NL). In Oregon, one on the Columbia R. at Cascade Locks Feb. 27 (HN) and six from western Oregon were typical numbers of the most recent winters. We received reports from pelagic trips out of Westport, WA (TW), and Newport, OR (BO), both Feb. 8. One Laysan Albatross was found with three Black-footed Albatross off Westport and eight of each species were off Newport. Only five N. Fulmar were found on each trip, which are very low numbers for the most abundant winter tubenose off our coast. The few shearwaters found included ten Pink-footed off Newport and one off Westport, quite unusual in mid-winter, one to two Sooties and two to five Short-tailed. Two Am. White Pelican at Malheur Jan. 6 (GI) were a rare winter record for there. There were several comments on the increasing numbers of wintering Double-crested Cormorant. The Columbia R. basin population included at least 80 at the Yakima R. mouth Jan. 22 (RW), 50 at Ice Harbor Dam Dec. 8 (AS), and 150 (mostly immatures) at the Dalles Dam Dec. 6 (DL). In w. Washington, numbers at one roost in Bellingham Bay continue to grow—over 700 were counted on Mar. 7 (TW). An imm. Magnificent Frigatebird flew N past Cape Arago, Coos, Feb. 1 (†Joe Kaplan) for about the 5th Oregon record. A Great Egret at Sunriver, Deschutes, OR, Dec. 15 (Dave Danley) was very late for the interior. Three Cattle Egrets, which normally have disappeared by early January, remained for much of the winter. One was at Mt. Vernon, Skagit, WA, from mid-January through the end of the period (J & KW), another (†he interior record) was at Othello, Adams, WA, through Jan. 19 (RH), and one was at Glide, Douglas, OR, Jan. 22 into Feb. (DFi). There were 8 additional December reports.

WATERFOWL TO FALCONS
The Whooper Swan residing just s. of the Oregon border on Lower Klamath N.W.R. was seen on the Oregon side Feb. 22 (†JE) for the first state record. After several years of poor breeding success of the Wrangell I. population of Snow Geese, first winter birds comprised 33% of the flocks on Skagit Flats this winter (J & KW) indicating more normal reproductive success. Two male Tufted Ducks were found near Skamokawa, Wahkiakum, WA, Dec. 26-31 (†Alan Richards, Bill Shelmerdine) and at Sheridan, Yamhill OR, to Feb. 9 (PS, m.ob.). There was continuing evidence of the shift from Lesser to Greater Scaup wintering on the Columbia R.: counts of 100 scaup, mostly Greaters, at Mosier, Wasco, OR, Dec. 7 (DL), 1000+ scaup, almost entirely Greaters, at Biggs, Sherman, OR, Jan. 11 (M & MLD) and 300 Greater at Chelan Falls, Wenatchee, WA, Feb. 16 (EH). Greater Scaup are still unusual in e. Oregon away from the Columbia: one at Prineville Dec. 15 (TC, SS) was the 2nd Crook record and three during late January at Deschutes R. Crossing, Jefferson (BB, DL, PS) were also unusual. The female King Eider that appeared at Bandon Nov. 5 remained until Feb. 29 (m.ob.) for Oregon's 4th record. The first Oregon record of Steller's Eider was a male at the n. jetty of Coos Bay, Coos, Feb. 10 to 17 (John Griffith, m.ob., ph.). The male Smew returned to the Columbia Gorge for the 3rd consecutive winter from Jan. 2 on (Carroll Davis, Charles Walker). It was observed injured Feb. 11, was last reported Feb. 16 (Nancy MacDonald), and from the extent of the injuries most assume it died. The count of 15 Red-breasted Merganser at Steamboat Rock S.P., Grant, WA, Dec. 7 (AS) was quite large for the interior; elsewhere seven were found in e. Oregon (DL, CC, Craig Miller). Lingering Turkey Vultures were found at several Washington locations: on Whidbey I., Jan. 5 (DP), near Auburn, King Jan. 12 (TB, RM), near Sequim, Clallam Jan. 16 (Jack Fletcher), over Seattle Jan. 22 (A. Hamilton), and at Samish I., Skagit Feb. 16 (fide BK). Both states had winter Osprey records: at Lyons Ferry Hatchery, Franklin, WA, Dec. 8 (AS), near Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR, Dec. 26 (MP), near Springfield, Lane, OR, throughout January and February (MH), near Tahuya, Mason, WA, (Carole Sheridan) Jan. 5, at the confluence of the Rogue and Illinois rivers, Curry, OR, Jan 15 (fide CD), and near Allyn, Mason, WA, Jan. 29 (Joe McGuire). Bald Eagles were found in above-average numbers in e. Oregon: 1,000+ wintered in the Klamath Basin (JE), 79 were counted in the Harney Basin (fide Rick Vetter) and 96 were in the John Day Valley in Grant (TWi). Five Red-shouldered Hawks were found away from Curry and Coos (JJ, MM fide HN), following an unusual number of reports in the Willamette Valley this fall. An imm. Ferruginous Hawk was near Central Point, Jackson Jan. 12-18 (RE, ph.); there are few valid w. Oregon records, but one was in the same area last fall. Rough-legged Hawks were in good numbers in Grant, WA, (RH), Kittitas, WA (B & GR), and more numerous at O.S. than last few years (G & WH). Farther south, they were less common than normal in the n. Willamette Valley, particularly on Sauvie I. (JJ). Merlin numbers were above average in s.e. Washington (M & MLD), in w. Washington (DP, J & KW) and 16 were reported from 10 e. Oregon counties (JE). It was a good winter for Gyrfalcon in w. Washington, with at least 10 reports including two on the outer coast (NL, G & WH) and two from the lower Puget Trough (Ken Brunner, Mal Pina Chan). In e. Washington, one was at W.W.R.D. (M & MLD) and two were in Lincoln (JA). There were 10 Prairie Falcons reported from w. Oregon and none from w Washington, which is a normal total.

CRANES TO SHOREBIRDS
A Sora at Malheur Feb. 2 (TWi) was probably the record that best epitomizes the mild winter. In Oregon up to 23 Snowy Plover wintered at Bandon (fide HN) and 12 wintered both at Siltcoos and at Baker Beach (BS). All 3 of these flocks contained birds banded in the Coos Bay area. A Lesser Yellowlegs at North Bend, Coos, OR, Jan. 19 (†HH) was well-described; most winter reports of this species are suspect. Counts of 34 Long-billed Curlews and 168 Marbled Godwits Feb. 15 at O.S. are the highest ever wintering numbers for each species at that site (RW). A Marbled Godwit at Dungeness, Clallam Dec 29 to Feb 11 (John Winkler) was a first 
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wintering record locally. Two Red Knots at Port Angeles, Clallam, WA, Feb. 22 (†D & SS) were also a local first winter record. Three Red Phalarope were found out of Westport Feb. 8 (TW). Along the Oregon coast in February, small numbers of Red Phalarope found in early February at several locations (PS, CD fide DFa) had increased to "hundreds" at the Coos Bay mouth (JJ) and thousands on Yaquina Bay (HH), both Feb. 22. There were no subsequent reports.

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS
Spokane's wintering Franklin's Gull stayed until Jan. 2 (JA), another indicator of the mild winter. Little Gulls were reported for the 4th consecutive winter in Washington: at American L., Pierce, WA, through Dec. 15 (Wally Wilkins) and an adult at Point No Point, Kitsap Feb. 15 (Vic Nelson). A potential first-year Iceland Gull was at Banks L., Grant, WA, Dec. 7-11 (†AS, JA); there are no accepted records for the state yet. Typically, the few Thayer's Gulls found in the interior do not remain past December, and this year was no exception. A first- year bird was at Ice Harbor Dam, Franklin, WA, Dec. 8 (AS), an adult was at Richland, WA, Dec. 31 (AS, RW), and in Oregon, singles were at the Deschutes R. mouth and Hood River Dec. 16 (PS). An ad. W. Gull was reported at McNary Dam Jan. 25 (CC); they are very rare so far inland. Glaucous Gull numbers appear to have returned to more normal levels after the record numbers of last winter: 10 in w. Oregon, six in w. Washington, and three in the interior were at Walla Walla, WA (M & MLD), and at Ice Harbor Dam (AS). Only 54 Black-legged Kittiwake were seen Feb. 8 off Westport (TW). The small numbers seen from shore included ten at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, Jan. 17 (G & WH), ten at the n. jetty of Coos Bay Feb. 15 (HH) and 100 there Feb. 22 (JJ). An ad. Sabine's Gull in breeding plumage was with other gulls and phalaropes at the herring spawn in Yaquina Bay, OR, on the incredibly early date of Feb. 22 (†HH). A Horned Puffin seen on Puget Sound near Edmonds Dec. 15 (†DP) was amazing—puffins of any species are highly pelagic in winter and Horned Puffins are quite rare in Washington. Indeed, no puffins of either species were found offshore on Feb. 8, which is not unusual for a winter pelagic trip over the continental shelf.

PIGEONS THROUGH TROGLODYTES
A few more Snowy Owls were reported than last winter's record low. The westside reports were one on Dungeness Spit, Clallam, WA, Dec. 27 (D & SS), one on Leadbetter Pt., Pacific Dec. 29 (NL), one on the Skagit Flats Jan. 4 (J & KW), one at Lummi Flats, Whatcom Jan 7 (PD), and one near Stanwood, Skagit, WA, Feb. 9-Mar. 1 (Ken Brown). In the interior, where Snowy Owls have been more regular, one was near Moses L., Grant, WA, Feb. 28 (G & WH), and up to two immatures were in the Mondovi area, Lincoln, WA GA). The Snowy Owl near Hermiston, Umatilla, OR, Feb. 14-22 (CC) was the first Oregon record since 1985. A Burrowing Owl in Walla Walla, WA, Jan. 17 furnished the first winter record in the county for the last 12 years (M & MLD). Short-eared Owls were scarce in w. Washington (TW, J & KW). A further indication of the substantial Boreal Owl movement noted last fall was an injured bird found near Snohomish, Snohomish, WA, Jan. 14 (fide, J & KW, ph.). This is apparently a first record for the Puget Sound lowlands. The Anna's Hummingbird in Bend, OR, staying until Dec. 24 (Kathi Crabtree) was 7 weeks late. Lewis' Woodpeckers were absent from the s.c. Washington oak groves where they often winter (Bob Boekelheide, AS) and were unremarked elsewhere in the Region. Apparently they moved out of the Region this fall. A Black Phoebe wintered at Eugene, Lane, OR (MH), which is unusually far north. Reports of a remarkable four species of lingering swallows consisted of the following: four Violet-greens near Asotin, WA, Dec. 8 (MK) and two near Medford, OR, Dec. 24 (fide, MM); single Tree Swallows at Seattle Jan. 3 (KA) and at Salem, OR, Jan. 21 (fide BB); a Cliff at Seattle Jan. 1 (Erika Norwood); a Barn near the Ringold Fish Hatchery, Grant, WA, Jan. 25 (Dale Litzenberger); and a swallow (sp.) at L. Whatcom, Whatcom, WA, Jan. 12 (Tom Friedland). Since record numbers of Blue Jays were reported this fall (eleven), it was not surprising that three were recorded in the interior this season: Kennewick, Benton, WA, through Jan. 18 (fide Tony Greager), near Ellensburg, Kittitas, WA, Dec. 12-14 (fide PM), and near Metolius, Jefferson, OR, from Dec. 16 to the first week of January (TC). A Scrub Jay near Sequim, Clallam, WA, through Feb. 24 (D & SS) indicated that their westside range continues to expand. In the Oregon interior where a major fall movement occurred, two wintered at Bend (TC), one was at Mt. Vernon, Grant (Pat & Sharon Sweeney), and one stayed at Prineville, Crook from Nov. 6 to mid-December (Greg Concannon, Chris Carey). A Pygmy Nuthatch at a Salem, OR, feeder Dec. 19-20 (fide BB) was a rare west-side record. The Canyon Wren at Mt. Rainier N.P., WA, Feb. 6 (†Betsy Rogers) was a first Pierce record, they are accidental on the westside. The mild season allowed Marsh Wrens to winter in the Columbia Basin in large numbers (RH).

THRUSHES THROUGH WARBLERS 
Observers on both the westside (B & GR) and the interior (Jerry Tangren) noted a genuine scarcity of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, even though the mild weather should have encouraged wintering. The severe freeze last winter may have had a strong impact on their population—we urge observers to pay attention to their numbers. Western Bluebirds returned to the Ft. Lewis, WA, on the early date of Jan. 22 (fide, TB). Bohemian Waxwings were scarce in e. Washington (M & MLD, TR) and n.e. Oregon (PS). A Loggerhead Shrike in the Rogue Valley at Central Pt., OR, Jan. 1-18 (fide MM) was unusual for the westside. The male Tennessee Warbler at Newport, Lincoln Jan. 5-14 (Bill Tice, DFa, m.ob.) provided the first winter record for Oregon. The male Black-throated Blue Warbler which hit a window in Spokane on Feb. 19 (†Jean Atwater) was stunned but recovered. There is only one previous Washington record. A female Black-throated Gray Warbler, rare in winter, was at Grants Pass, Josephine, OR, Jan. 18 (RE). There were six reports of Palm Warbler from the coast and one reported without details from the interior, where they are very rare at any season. A Wilson's Warbler wintered in Seattle Dec. 28 to Jan 11 (†MDo, KA, m.ob.); there is one prior winter record for Washington. Finally, a Yellow-breasted Chat was at Bandon, Coos, OR, Dec. 29 (†DL, m.ob.) for possibly the first Regional winter record.

GROSBEAKS TO WEAVER FINCHES
Even though relatively few Am. Tree Sparrows were reported from e. Washington, at least 25 were found in e. Oregon (CC, SS, m.ob.). A Chipping Sparrow at Bandon, OR, Jan. 21 was well-described (†SS), several others were reported without details. Clay-colored Sparrows are rare winterers in Washington, one was found at Kent, King, Jan. 25 (SEH) to Feb. 4. They are less unexpected in Oregon, where three reports included two from the coast (MP, CD) and one in the Rogue Valley (RE, m.ob. ph). Lincoln's Sparrows were found wintering in Richland, WA, for the first time (RW). Swamp Sparrow reports continue to surpass those of only a few years ago. Four reports came from the interior, thirteen from w. Washington and at least 58 from w. Oregon. Five Harris' Sparrow reports from w. Oregon were an above-average number. A flock of 2,000 Snow Buntings in Lincoln, WA, Jan. 12 (JA) is an impressive number for this Region. Again this winter, Tricolored Blackbirds were found wintering in e. Oregon, away from the Klamath Basin. Eight were with 100 blackbirds at Prineville, Crook, Feb. 19 (TC) and 40 were near Powell Butte, Crook, Feb. 20 (SS). An Orchard Oriole at Samish I., Skagit Dec. 15 to (Richard Youel, m.ob. ph) provided the first Washington record. A 
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N "Baltimore" Oriole at Brookings, Curry, OR, Dec. 1-Mar. 7 (CD, m.ob.) was the only other wintering Oriole. The Region's largest number ever of wintering Brambling records included one on the coast at Westport, Grays Harbor, WA, Dec. 15-Feb. 8 (Bob Morse, m ob.), and three in the interior: a male at Walla Walla, WA, Feb. 20-24 (Shirley Muse, M & MLD, ph.), one at Richland, WA, Jan. 30 (Nancy LaFramboise, †RW), and one near Umapine, Umatilla Feb. 8 (M & MLD) which was probably the 4th Oregon record. Even though good numbers of Red Cross-bill appeared in the mountains during the fall, they were generally scarce this winter in the Blue Mtns. (M & MLD), in the Spokane area (TR), and around Seattle (EH). However, many were in the n. Oregon Cascades Feb. 23 (DL). Common Redpolls were also scarce this winter (TR). Pine Siskins were uncommon in many lowland locations (m.ob.); apparently they were more abundant in the Oregon Cascades (MH) where they fed on red cedar seeds. A male Lawrence's Goldfinch that came to a Florence, Lane feeder Dec. 24-Jan. 11 (B & ZS, m.ob.) furnished the first Oregon record. Evening Grosbeaks were scarce in much of the interior (RW, TR) and in n.w. Washington (J & KW, TW).

Initialed Observers (with subregional editors in boldface): Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Barb Bellin, Thais Bock, Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Paul DeBruyn, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Colin Dillingham, Michael Donahue, Ray Ekstrom, Merlin Eltzroth (Corvallis area), Joe Evanich (e. Oregon), Darrel Faxon, Dave Fix, Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Matt Hunter, Gary Ivey, Bob Kuntz, Nick Lethaby, Donna Lusthoff, Phil Mattocks (Washington), Craig Miller, Marjorie Moore (Rogue Valley), Roger Muskat, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Tom Rogers (easternmost Washington), Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Bill & Zannah Stotz, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Terry Wahl, Jan & Keith Wiggers, Tom Winters (TWi), Robert Woodley.


Spring Migration, 1992

ORECON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan

The Pacific Ocean continued warmer than normal, due to the strong El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) episode. This may have affected numbers of Northern Fulmar and Cassin's Auklet on the ocean, and was likely the cause of the early and large northward movement of Brown Pelican. The ENSO also had a dramatic influence on our onshore weather, bringing a warm, dry spring. It was the warmest spring on record in the Columbia Basin, with an average temperature of 5°F above normal. Throughout the Region, March and May in particular were warmer than average. The Regional drought continued. Rainfall was below normal for all three months throughout the interior, and in March and May on the westside. Water levels dropped on Malheur Lake by about 18" through the spring, when normally the lake rises 4". April was cooler, stormier and wetter than normal on the westside and the April migration of Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped Warblers on the westside was quite conspicuous. Otherwise, few passerine migratory concentrations were noted. Warbler migration in the Columbia Basin was described as "awful" (BW) and "pathetic" in central Oregon (TC). By late May, passerine migration had almost ceased through the eastern Washington migrant traps. Apparently the mild, dry spring posed few problems to passerine migrants. There were no Region-wide trends of migrants appearing earlier than normal, except for some of the latest migrants such as Willow Flycatcher and Red-eyed Vireo. A listing of the unusual events of this spring would include many more White-faced Ibis and Calliope Hummingbird on the westside than normal and a very heavy spring flight of Pectoral Sandpiper. Fourteen individual of seven species of vagrant warblers were found in Harney, a bit above average for recent spring migrations. 

Abbreviations: Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR.)

LOONS TO MERGANSERS
Heavy migratory movements of Pacific Loons were noted past coastal points from Apr. 19 through the end of May (KM et al.), in contrast with last year when loon migration was not nearly as visible. A Com. Loon pair with one young on Hozomeen L., Whatcom, WA, May 24 (BK) was of interest as there are only a handful of breeding pairs left in the state. A Yellow-billed Loon was at Alsea Bay, Lincoln, OR, Mar. 7-13 (†HH). Other sightings were one at Neah Bay, Clallam, WA, May 1 (BT, TW) and one in breeding plumage going N 25 mi off Westport May 30 (TW). Last spring there were no Yellow-billed Loons reported! There were 3 pelagic trips off Westport, WA (TW, BT), on Apr. 25, May 16 & 30, one trip off Neah Bay, WA, May 1 (TW) and one trip off the Columbia R. mouth May 16 (BO). Two of these trips covered waters beyond the Continental Shelf: the Apr. 25 trip out of Westport and the May 16 trip off the Columbia R. The count of 268 Black-footed Albatross off Westport Apr. 25 was unusually high, and may reflect the coverage of further offshore waters. Single Laysan Albatross were found off Westport Apr. 25 and May 16; they are rare after March. A 
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Laysan Albatross deep in Puget Sound off the Nisqually N.W.R., Apr. 24-29 (Doug Williams, ph.) was remarkable, as tubenoses of any size are accidental that far south in the Sound. Northern Fulmars were very scarce all spring, after a winter of low numbers. Where did they spend their winter? Apparently it was not off our coast, nor to the south of us. None were seen in March off Westport (PA), when good numbers of wintering birds should still have been present. Later in the spring, when migrants should have been passing, the high count was a mere twelve May 16 off the Columbia R. mouth. 
S.A.
We gained some insight about N migration of Murphy's Petrel this spring. At least this year their migration appeared to have ended before mid-May. The boat trip off Westport Apr. 25 found 24 Murphy's, all in waters beyond the continental shelf (†TW, m.ob. ph). However, 3 weeks later, on May 17, none were found in the same habitat off the Columbia R. mouth (BO). Additional spring boat trips into the areas beyond the shelf will help our understanding of their occurrence in our Region. The sightings off Westport represented the first record for Washington. The only previous Regional records are of single birds seen off research vessels in April 1986 and Match 1988 (AB 43:410)

The high count of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel was hundreds 40 mi off Cape Flattery, WA, May 24 (PA). Brown Pelicans came north early and in large numbers, in a movement that appears characteristic of ENSO years. They were noted flying N past Brookings, Curry OR, Apr. 25 (PS) and had reached Grays Harbor, WA, by May 1 (Julie Krick). On May 15, 230, almost all adults were at S.J.C.R. (HN). Washington's first successfully wintering Cattle Egret remained at Mt. Vernon, Skagit, until Mar. 20 (K & JW). The other spring sightings were one at Zumwalt, Union, OR, May 27 (Rita & Jim Coleman) and up to two at Malheur during May (RV). A Green-backed Heron was at Hat Rock S.P., Umatilla, OR, Apr. 25 (TG); they are quite rare in the interior. The goodly sprinkling of White-faced Ibis reports away from their breeding areas at Malheur and the Klamath Basin may indicate that breeding conditions were less to their liking in those areas than the past few years. In the interior, five near Umatilla, OR, May 5 (CC), eight near Bend, OR, Apr. 25 to May 8 (TC et al.), one at Reardan, Lincoln, WA, May 21 (JA) and three near Othello, Adams, WA, May 30 (Richard Lindstrom, Pat Evans) were all locally rare. Ibis are highly unusual w. of the mountains; this spring's records included 40 at Steigerwald N.W.R., Skamania, WA, May 6 (WC, ph.), eight at Forest Grove, Washington, OR, May 8-12 (PS), two at Hyatt L., Jackson, OR (RS), 30+ at Tillamook, OR, May 13-17 (HN, JE), one near Medford, OR, May 17 (HS), and one near Amity, Yamhill OR, May 18 (BB). The Trumpeter Swans transplanted to Summer L. in c. Oregon wandered very widely this spring. A swan with collar number 'X99' was released at Summer L., Dec. 12 and left there Feb. 5. It showed up at Ladd Marsh, Union, OR, Feb. 24 to Mar. 6 and at Fopiano Res., Wheeler, OR, Mar. 15 to Apr. 18 (DL, LW, PMu). Up to twelve of the Summer L. transplants moved to the westside in the Ridgefield N.W.R., WA area from Feb. 18 to Apr. 18 (HN). A Ross' Goose at Monroe, Snohomish, Apr. 20 for several weeks (John O'Connell) was about the 5th western Washington record. An apparent Emperor X Canada Goose hybrid was at Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR, Mar. 8-11 (†HH). A drake Garganey was at Bay City, Tillamook, May 9-13 (MA & JS, m.ob.), for the 2nd Oregon record. Five pairs of Gadwall were at Fort Stevens S.P., Clatsop, throughout the spring (HN). They are very rare breeders on the Oregon coast, but their numbers are rapidly increasing on the westside. Nineteen Eur. Wigeon were found in the interior, which is slightly above average. Notable ones included two at Warm Springs, Jefferson, OR, Mar. 1 (DA) for a first county record and a late one at Quincy, Grant, WA, Apr. 25 (JT). A male Ring-necked Duck X L. Scaup was at Bay City, Tillamook, OR, May 8-9 (HN). Male Tufted Ducks, described as purebreds, were found in Seattle Mar. 4 (Ruth Taylor) and near Tillamook, OR, Mar. 23-29 (DBa), for the usual couple of spring records. A male Bufflehead X Hooded Merganser, accompanying a female Bufflehead, was at Clallam Bay, Clallam, WA May 1 (†BT, TW). The numbers of Surf Scoters on Bellingham Bay, WA, peaked at 3,000 Apr. 19 (TW), which is the largest prolonged concentration on the Bay in 30 years.

KITES THROUGH SHOREBIRDS
It has been several years since Black-shouldered Kite breeding was observed in Oregon away from the Rogue valley, so reports of three nesting pairs are appreciated: a nest in Eagle Point, Jackson, Apr. 22 (Evelyn & John Ousterhour), a pair fledged four young in Lane, (Wayne Morrow) and a pair attempted to nest near Astoria, Clatsop, but abandoned 
      [image: ]
An overdue first for Washington was this male Hooded Oriole at Tokeland on April 25, 1992. Photograph by Heidi Reisbick.

(MP). Other Oregon sightings included a pair at Denman, Jackson (BT), one near Brookings, Curry (PS), two near Tillamook (MA & IS) and one in Linn (GG). In Washington, Black-shouldered Kites were found at Francis, Pacific, Apr. 8 (Mal-Pina Chan) and at Raymond, Pacific, Apr. 25 (B & GR). After several springs of lower-than-average numbers, this is an encouraging number of reports. An imm. Red-shouldered Hawk was in Everett Apr. 24 to May 15 (†Darrell Smith) for Washington's 4th record and in Oregon, an adult at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, Mar. 8 (T & AM, M & EE) was n. of their usual range. A Broad-winged Hawk was in the Catlow Valley, Harney May 23 (Bob Archer, ph.); there are less than 10 Oregon records. The Swainson's Hawk over Bellingham, WA, Apr. 17 (Paul DeBruyn) was a rare spring migrant on the westside. American Kestrels began nesting early in the Portland area. Young had fledged by early April, almost 6 weeks ahead of their usual schedule (HN). The last Gyrfalcons of the winter were at O.S., Mar. 12 (Phil Persons) and at St. Andrews, Douglas, WA, Mar. 14 (BT). Washington had 2 early Sora records: two Mar. 22 at Fort Lewis, Pierce (B & GR), and one near Elma, Grays Harbor, Apr. 5 (BT). Seven Lesser Golden-Plover reports included an early record at Dungeness, Clallam, WA, Apr. 18 (DP), three fulva at O.S. Apr. 25 (DP), one dominica in basic plumage at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR (RG, m. ob.), another dominica at S.J.C.R. May 3 (MP) and an unknown type at O.S. May 17 (B & GR). This is an average number of reports for a non-flight year; observers should continue to identify golden-plovers to type when possible. Two Black-necked Stilts at the Pistol R. mouth, Curry, OR, May 11 (CD) may be the first county record. Two Am. Avocet at Steigerwald N.W.R., WA, May 6 were Skamania first records (WC). There were no other reports of westside stilts and avocets away from the Rogue Valley. The usual two handfuls (approx. 20) of Solitary Sandpipers were reported this spring. The peak counts of Whimbrel represented typical numbers: 126 near Elma, Grays Harbor, 
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WA, Apr. 30 (PtSu) and 300 in a field near Tillamook, OR, Apr. 29 (CC). A Hudsonian Godwit was at O.S., Apr. 26-28 (†DP, ph.) accompanied by 250 Marbled Godwits. Hudsonians are very rare in spring and the Marbled Godwit count may be a Regional record for the spring. The peak count of Red Knot in Oregon was 75 at S.J.C.R. May 17 (Dale Haar) and in Washington it was 300 on Grays Harbor Apr. 25 (DP). Both peak counts are comparable with the last two years, but are lower than the long-term average. There were 4 reports of Semipalmated Sandpiper on the westside May 7-13 (Dick Viet, DB, HN, JE), which is about normal. The peak count of W. Sandpipers was 7,000 at S.J.C.R. May 9 (MP), which is not an imposing peak count for our Region. Least Sandpipers were found in some fairly impressive numbers on the westside in late April. Sixteen hundred were at Sauvie Apr. 29-30 (DB, HN) and 200 were at one spot on Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 25 (DP). The number of reports of Pectoral Sandpiper, a rare spring migrant, was far above normal, especially in n.w. Washington. Fourteen were at Seattle May 10-24 (KA), 30+ were at Port Angeles, Clallam, May 17 (D & SS), and 50 were at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, May 15-20 (Stan Wallace). Western Oregon had 3 records: one near the S.J.C.R. May 9 (MP), one at Lincoln City May 12 (DFa, m.ob.) and one at Forest Grove, Washington, May 17 (PS, m.ob.). Often, there are only one or two individuals found each spring on the westside. Red-necked Phalarope migration along the coast was very heavy during the latter two-thirds of May: 100/minute were passing Brookings, Curry, OR, May 11 (BT) and 730 were still off Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR, May 31 (KM). There were scattered reports of a few Red Phalaropes from along the Oregon coast in May and very small numbers were found on the Westport pelagic trips (TW).

JAEGERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
Pomarine and Parasitic jaeger reports totalled about 15 each, mostly from pelagic trips (TW, BO). These are fairly respectable spring totals. Little Gulls have been found annually in spring in the last 5 years. One was at Point No Point Mar. 17-18 (Vic Nelson) and another record came from Blaine Apr. 30 to May 1 (Bob Morford, Joe Meche, ph.). A Mew Gull at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Mar. 11 (BW) was very late for an interior location. The peak count of Sabine's Gulls was a healthy 89 off Westport May 16 (BT). Early Caspian Terns were at the S.J.C.R., Mar. 28 (MP), the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Mar. 30 (BW) and at Bellingham, WA, Mar. 25 (GWk). The recently discovered Caspian Tern breeding colony at Swinomish Slough in Puget Sound (WD W) was not occupied this spring. Oregon observers noted a good coastal migration of Com. Tern from May 13 through the rest of the month (HN). Four Arctic Terns at the Everett, WA, breeding colony Apr. 27 (George Gerdts) seemed early. None were noted off Westport this spring, which is unusual. Three Marbled Murrelets heard 12 mi. up the Winchuck R., Curry, OR, at dawn Apr. 26 (PS) indicates probable breeding in the Siskiyou’s. Cassin Auklet numbers were low throughout the spring off both Westport and Neah Bay (TW). A similar decline was noted in 1983 during the previous strong ENSO phenomenon. A Parakeet Auklet off Westport Apr. 25 (TW, †EH, †BT) was the 5th record of a live individual for Washington, and follows last spring's record. Numbers of Band-tailed Pigeon in Clatsop, OR (MP), and in Whatcom, WA (TW), were thought to be encouraging; there is a lot of concern about this species. A Flammulated Owl calling along Salt Creek Rd. in Jackson May 11 (BT) added to the list of Rogue Valley records and the suspicion that they may be regular in the area. A hybrid Barred X Spotted Owl has apparently established a territory near where a mixed pair bred last summer along Salt Creek Rd. in Jackson, OR (HS, BT). A pair of Long-eared Owls bred near Blaine, Whatcom (Bret Gaussoin); there are few w. Washington breeding records. Two unusually early arrival dates for Com. Poorwill were at Hermiston, Umatilla, OR, Mar. 30 (CC) and at Wapato, Yakima, WA, Mar. 31 (AS). White-throated Swifts may be nesting on Lower Table Rock, near Medford, Jackson, OR, which would be a first westside breeding record. Up to three were seen visiting nest sites in suitable habitat in May (HS, †RE). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird in South Salem, OR, May 1-3 (†RB) furnished the 2nd Salem area record of this eastside species. An Anna's Hummingbird in Tonasket, WA, May 9 (F & MP) was an Okanogan rarity, although the species is not unexpected anywhere in the Region. The only Costa's Hummingbird report was a male attending a feeder in s. Jackson through May 31 (MM); they have become annual vagrants in Oregon. The unusual numbers of Calliope Hummingbird reports from the westside, where they are not of regular occurrence, included: Astoria, Clatsop, OR, Apr. 19 (MP), five in lowland locations in the Rogue, Umpqua and Willamette valleys (†RB, PS, MM), Seattle, WA, May 1 (†Rachel Lawson), Bellingham, WA, May 10 (TW) and Vancouver, Clark, WA, May 12 (Bill Shelmerdine). Five Calliopes at Bear Camp, OR, May 2 apparently provided the first Curry record (CD). A pair of Acorn Woodpeckers were at Lyle, Klickitat, May 2 & 8 (EH, WC) which is their only regular haunt in Washington. It was apparently a good year for finding White-headed Woodpecker on the e. slope of the Washington Cascades (JT).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS
Willow Flycatchers, one of the latest passerine migrants, returned early: May 16 at Fort Klamath, Klamath, OR (Craig Roberts), May 17 in Washington, OR (PS), and May 18 at Fort Lewis, Pierce, WA (GW). A Least Flycatcher at Fields May 27-29 (GL, JG) and another in the Catlow Valley, Harney, OR, were the only reports of this scarce migrant Two Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were found in Oregon: one at Cascade Head, Tillamook, May 17 (†Patricia Kemner) and one at Blue Lake Pk. near Portland May 25 (†Paul Osborn). Oregon has less than 5 records for the species. Two nesting pairs of W. Kingbird on Ft. Lewis, WA, this spring (GW) were unusual in the Puget Trough. Horned Larks have largely disappeared as breeders in westside areas away from the coast and the Cascades. Thus, two in the Oregon Coast Range on Sugarloaf Mt. May 15 (RG) and some near McKenna, Pierce, WA, Apr. 18 (Sam Agnew) may indicate remnant populations in those areas. The last remains of the fall/winter incursion of jays was a Blue Jay in E. Wenatchee, WA, Mar. 26 (Carolyn Kirby) and Scrub Jays in both Bend, OR and at Pelton Dam-Warm Springs, Jefferson, OR, all spring (TC, PS) On the westside, the N advance of Scrub Jays was marked by birds near Sequim, Clallam, WA, through Apr. 2 (D & SS), at Normandy Park, King, WA, May 24 (Jim Sanford), Eatonville, Pierce, WA, May 25 (Dale Thompson), in Newport, Lincoln, OR, May 17 (Dennis Arendt) and dead on the road in Lincoln City, Lincoln, OR, May 2 (PS). American Crows are increasing in the arid interior. They are much more common in Bend, OR (TC), now outnumbering ravens A Bushtit nest found Apr. 4 in the Yakima Canyon, Kittitas, WA (AS), along with a few other nests found in Kittitas recently, indicates that they are increasing their breeding range on the eastslope of the Washington Cascades. A Canyon Wren at Locke L., Klickitat, WA, Mar. 24 (WC) and another nearby at Catherine Cr. May 29 (DM) are a good indication they are expanding their range W in the Columbia Gorge. A pair of Canyon Wrens at Carbon R. glacier, Mt Rainier N.P. May 16 (Marcus Roening, Heather Ballash) that appeared to be nesting represented a more dramatic breeding extension into western Washington.

THRUSHES THROUGH FINCHES
Golden-crowned Kinglets were scarce this spring in n.c. Washington (JT), and were 
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unremarked elsewhere. A heavy migration of Ruby-crowned Kinglets was noted through Malheur May 2-3 (MD) and they were common in the Portland area Apr. 25 (James Davis). A pair of W. Bluebird on the Miller Peninsula, Clallam, WA, Apr. 11 on were probably nesting (D & SS). This area is part of their former breeding range that has been unoccupied for decades. The Region's first documented plumbeus Solitary Vireo was in the Catlow Valley, Harney, May 25 (JG, m. ob., ph.). Two Red-eyed Vireos on Sauvie May 19 (HN) were 2 weeks ahead of their normal June arrival. The movement of Orange-crowned Warbler on the outer coast during most of April was very conspicuous; very large numbers were observed Apr. 12 (Tom Williams) and Apr. 26-27 (DP, BW). The Yellow-rumped Warbler migration was also notable. A "flood"' of Yellow-rumped Warblers was noted in Bellingham, WA, Apr. 15 (GWk) and large movements were observed in Skamania, WA, Apr. 27 (WC) and at Malheur May 2-3 (MD). The proportion of D. c. coronata was noticeably higher than usual in Benton, WA (BW, TG), they are normally scarce in the interior. The Hermit Warbler breeding distribution in the Puget Trough may be wider than currently thought. They were found nesting in several locations on Ft. Lewis, Pierce, and Thurston, WA (GW), for a first Thurston breeding record. It was a somewhat above-average spring for vagrant warblers, with most records coming from s.e. Oregon, as usual. Some of the vagrants appeared on very early dates. Northern Parula were unusually frequent: records included a singing male in Seattle, WA, May 30 (†Jim Elder) for the 5th state record, a female at Malheur May 22-23 (CC, GL), a male in the Catlow Valley, Harney, May 25 (JG, GL, HN) and a male at Malheur May 29 (TC, JG). An early Chestnut-sided Warbler was at Malheur May 13 (E. Novak), a male was in the Catlow Valley, Harney, May 30 (TC, JG, GL) and another male was in Jordan Valley, Malheur, OR, May 30 (John Gatchet). Male Magnolia Warblers were seen at Fields May 22 (HH) and May 27 (JG, GL). A male Cape May Warbler on the Oregon coast at Harris Beach S.P., Curry, May 30 (Gary Lester, †AB) was the 7th state record. Palm Warblers are strictly coastal in the Region and much more frequent in the fall than the spring. The 4 spring reports included ones at John's River, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 5 (†BT), Newport, Lincoln, OR, Apr. 18 (GG), Ona Beach S.P., Lincoln, OR, May 3 (PS) and Nehalem, Tillamook, WA, May 3 (Deb Scrivens). Two extravagantly early Blackpoll Warbler males were reported from Malheur: May 8 (Barry McKenzie) and May 19 (Martha Gannett, Maurita Smythe). The sole Black-and-white Warbler report was at Malheur May 24 (R & JK) There were 4 Harney reports of Am Redstart May 27-29 (m. ob.), a male at Seattle May 25 (Kathy Slatteback) and a male at Hat Rock S.P., Umatilla, OR, May 31 (TG). Oregon's 6th Hooded Warbler was at Malheur May 31 (Dan van de Broek, TC, m.ob. ph.). A first-year male Summer Tanager was at DeMoss County Pk., Sherman, May 24 (†RG) for about the 5th Oregon record. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are an annual vagrant: Oregon reports included one in Brookings May 17-19 (†CD) and a male at Hunter Creek, Curry, Apr. 11 (CD). The 3 Indigo Bunting reports were all very early for this regular vagrant. One hit a window on San Juan I., WA, May 19 (Susan Vernon, ph.), a male was in Diablo, Skagit, WA, Apr. 22-24 (Jim & Julie Kelly, ph.) and a male visited a Portland feeder May 12-13 (Joyce Osborne, PS). The Washington records were about the 7th and 8th for the state. A Clay-colored Sparrow found in Tonasket, Okanogan, WA, May 10 (F & MP) is probably another indication that their breeding range extends into Washington in the Okanogan Highlands. The Black-throated Sparrow at S.J.C.R. May 17 (JE) is the first coastal record in several years. A singing male Grasshopper Sparrow was at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, May 5-11 (RG); they are irregular breeders in the Willamette Valley. The expansion of the Tricolored Blackbird breeding range into e. Oregon continued to be documented. Up to 100 were found at a Hermiston, Umatilla, colony during April (CC); the same numbers were also found at a colony at the Painted Hills section of the John Day Fossil Beds N.M., Wheeler during April (DL et al.). They were apparently seen feeding young there on May 10 which seems an early date. In w. Oregon, ten were at the Portland area colony from Apr. 18 on (PS, m. ob.) and 100+ were in the Medford, Jackson area Apr. 9 (HS). A Great-tailed Grackle was in Madras, Jefferson, May 23-26 (JG, GL, ph.); there are about 10 state records. Common Grackles are much less frequent in Oregon than the larger species, with only about 5 records. This spring two appeared: one at Brothers, Deschutes, May 2 (DB) and another at Malheur May 30 (GL, ph.). Washington's long-overdue first Hooded Oriole appeared on the outer coast during late April (Heidi Reisbick, ph.). A male came to a hummingbird feeder for 3 days during the last week of April at Tokeland, Pacific. In Oregon, where they now seem to be annual in spring, a male was at a feeder near Hunter Creek, Curry, Apr. 25 to May 1 that has had Hooded Oriole for several consecutive years (Dorothy Sevey, PS), a one-year-old male was in Medford May 15 (†HS), and an ad. male was in Medford May 26 (Stewart Janes). A "Baltimore" type N. Oriole was in Brookings, Curry, OR on Mar. 7 (Marion Chapman) and another was at Malheur May 29 (GL) Red Crossbill were well scattered through central Oregon (DL) and in Kittitas, WA (AS), in early March. After mid-March, they were almost unreported. In contrast, White-winged Crossbill attracted observer attention throughout the spring in n. Washington. Thirty were near Bonaparte L , Okanogan, Mar. 8 (Alan Richards), 40 White-winged Crossbill were at Hurricane Ridge, Olympic N.P. May 2 (BT, TW) and 500 were at Freezeout Ridge, Okanogan, May 18 (WC). In Oregon, 50 White-winged Crossbills at Tollgate, Umatilla, May 2 (Steve Kornfield) were unusual. Near Lyle, Klickitat, WA, May 2-3 (DM)—the northernmost extent of their range—Lesser Goldfinches were plentiful. In most parts of the Region, the spring movement of Evening Grosbeak was mediocre, so 2,000 in one flock near Loup Loup, Okanogan, WA, in early April (Jennie Smith) makes a grand finale.
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The Nesting Season, 1992

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson

The El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) episode, the strongest since 1983, continued to dominate our climate and ocean through the summer, even though it was "in decay" on a global scale. Sea surface temperatures remained elevated, and inland the drought continued. In Washington, June was hotter than normal and July was cooler. Both months were a bit wetter than normal, but the rains came as concentrated downpours and did not relieve the drought conditions. In eastern Oregon, June was also hot and wet, but July precipitation levels returned to drought levels. There were some striking parallels with the 1983 episode. On the coast, Brown Pelicans, Heermann's Gulls, and Elegant Terns all came north early and in very large numbers. Cassin's Auklets suffered an elevated rate of mortality, and some dispersed to inside waters, possibly searching for food. Malheur Lake was low due to drought conditions, and perhaps correlated with this was the breeding failure of most colonial nesting waterbirds in the Harney Basin: American White Pelicans, cormorants, herons, ibises, and Franklin's Gulls. Eared Grebe breeding success was reported to be poor throughout eastern Oregon.

Abbreviations Fields (Fields, Harney OR); Malheur (Malheur N.WR., Harney OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie L, Columbia, OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R, Clatsop, OR). Place names in italics are counties.

LOONS THROUGH DUCKS
One of the few nesting pairs of Com. Loon in Washington raised one young this summer at Hozomeen L., Whatcom (BK). About 150 pairs of Eared Grebes nested in the s. Blitzen valley at Malheur this summer (RV), but in general their nesting attempts in e. Oregon were unsuccessful (HN). A mixed colony of 440 Clark's and W. grebes was on Harney L. at Malheur this summer (RV); neither species had nested in the 2 previous summers. A mixed pair of Clark's/W. grebes was found with two downy young on Fern Ridge Res., Lane, July 17 (MH) providing a first w. Oregon breeding record. A pelagic trip off Westport on July 18 (TW) found an unusually high count of 850 Pink-footed Shearwaters; 60 were counted in a June trip. Single Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found on both trips. Good numbers of both Fork- tailed Storm-Petrels (100) and Leach's Storm-Petrels (13) were recorded in July, which is often the only month when Leach's can be found over the shelf. American White Pelicans did not breed at Malheur this summer (RV) for the 2nd consecutive summer, no doubt because water levels were low. Of the hundreds of Brown Pelicans appearing along the coast throughout June and July, less than 10% were immatures (HN, BT). Their movement into the Region was strikingly similar to 1983, the last strong ENSO year. The post-breeders appeared early, in very large numbers, and with few young of the year. The main difference is that they came even earlier, in larger numbers, and with fewer immatures in 1992. The only report of successful nesting by colonial waterbirds at Malheur was the Black-crowned Night-Herons at Double "O" (RV). Most of the Great Egrets, Black-crowned Night-Herons, and White-faced Ibises in the large Diamond Swamp colony at Malheur departed, as did the Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets, and Double-crested Cormorants at the Double "O" unit (RV). A Green-backed Heron near Wapato, WA, July 29 (AS), which provided a 2nd Yakima record, and one at Malheur July 1 (RV) were both east-side rarities. The flock of six White-faced Ibis near Lyman, Skagit, WA, June 7 (†T. Ma, fide BK) was the last of the 80+ individuals appearing on the west-side this spring. A brood of N. Pintails was found at O.S. July 29 (G & WH); there are few breeding records for the Region. Broods of Com. Goldeneyes at Winthrop during June-Aug. 4 (EH) and on the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area (AS), both in Okanogan, were surprising, as documented breeding records for Washington are almost nonexistent.

KITES THROUGH PHALAROPES
Two ad. and four juv. Black-shouldered Kites at Frances, Pacific, July 3 (VH) indicate a 2nd breeding locale in Washington about 15 mi from the first site. A Black-shouldered Kite at Nisqually N.W.R. July 22 (BR) was the only Washington report away from the Pacific breeding locations. In Oregon a pair nesting near Fern Ridge Res., Lane, produced four young (fide MH). Quite a few years have passed since the last documented breeding in Lane. Sandhill Crane reproduction this summer was good in the Oregon Cascades (DL). It included a pair with a juvenile at Little Crater Meadows, Clackamas, July 25 (DL), providing the first breeding record of cranes on the west side of the Oregon Cascades north of Jackson. There were 2 unusual lowland records of Sandhill Crane in w. Oregon: two at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, June 23 (DSn), and one in Salem, Marion, July 17 (AC, MP). Apparently there were no Upland Sandpiper reports this summer from their only breeding location in Washington (W.D.W.); the state seems to have lost a breeding species. An ad. White-rumped Sandpiper located at the Dungeness R. mouth, Clallam, July 7 (†PL) furnished the 2nd Washington record. Migrant Phalaropes were unusually conspicuous along the outer coast during the first half of June, when large numbers of Red-neckeds and some Reds were along the Oregon coast (HN). The phalarope numbers in May were also high. Coastal migrants were not noted in Washington, but unusual numbers of Red Phalarope were found on pelagic trips off Westport: 13 on June 27 and 58 on July 18 (TW). However, very small numbers of Red-necked Phalaropes were found on those trips: nine and 35 (TW). An ad. Red on Sauvie July 24 (JJ, DB) was unusual inland.

GULLS, TERNS, ALCIDS
An ad. Franklin's Gull was at Crockett L., Island July 31 (EH); virtually all of the fall Washington records are of first-year birds. The main nesting colony of Franklin's Gulls at Malheur was abandoned (RV), but a smaller colony there was successful. The N movement of Heermann's Gull was early and large (HN), as exemplified by the count of 800 at Grays Harbor June 27 (TW). In contrast with the influxes of Brown Pelicans and Elegant Terns, quite a high proportion of the Heermann's Gulls were first-year birds (HN, BT) indicating they reproduced successfully before moving N Summering Ring-billed Gull numbers continue to increase in N. Puget Sound (TW). While no breeding colonies have been discovered, the species is showing a pattern similar to that of the Caspian Tern as they established a breeding population in Puget Sound. Now, finally, we have discovered the real reason for the fall movement of 
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California Gulls from the interior to the coast. They come for the combination of great fruit and great seafood: a dozen were noted in The Dalles, OR, landing in the cherry trees and eating the ripe fruit (MLaF). The count of 600 Caspian Terns at the newly established Puget Sound colony in Everett, WA, July 16 (PL) included 10 flying juveniles and 10 chicks. The Elegant Tern flight was phenomenal, both in scope and timing. It began with the first June records ever for Oregon; 60 at the Rogue R. mouth in late June (CD) and 12 at Waldport, Lincoln, June 28 (KM). In July they were everywhere along the Oregon coast: 12 at S.J.C.R., July 19 (JG); 50-100 at Alsea Bay, Lincoln, July 13 (DFa), and 200 at Coos Bay, Coos, July 25 (BG). This is the 4th or 5th consecutive year that this formerly rare species has appeared in Oregon, but only the 1983 flight was this extensive. In Washington, two Elegant Terns at O.S. July 4 (RW) provided the first report, and also the earliest record ever. The coastal numbers increased to 300 at O.S. July 23 (DP). They appeared in Puget Sound as well, which they have not done since the 1983 flight. Two were at Everett July 19-24 (JF), two at the Oak Bay County Park, Jefferson, July 20 (JB), and six at the Dungeness R. mouth, Clallam, July 24 (D & SS). The Arctic Tern colony at Everett, WA, had 2 pairs, which fledged young, and three unattached adults (fide EH); this colony has never had more than a few pairs nesting in any year but has somehow maintained itself even though it is far removed from the nearest colony. There were 2 unusual June records of Arctic Tern: an alternate-plumage adult at Mt. Vernon, Grant, in the Oregon interior June 14 (TWi), and two were off Westport June 27 (TW). A basic-plumage Forster's Tern at the south end of Discovery Bay July 7 (PL) and two Forster's at Sauvie June 7 (JG) were both quite unusual on the west side. Two small colonies of Black Terns were located on Fern Ridge Res., Lane (TM), providing the first confirmed breeding records in w. Oregon. As concern for the status of Marbled Murrelet in our Region mounts, we are beginning to obtain a clearer idea of their apparent breeding distribution. This summer they were numerous in the upper Wynoochee valley, Grays Harbor, WA, July 2 (FS), and a few were in the upper Skokomish valley, Mason, WA, July 5 (FS); up to six including a chick in a nest tree were found in the N. Fork Siletz R. valley, Lincoln, OR, July 2-9 (GG), three were in God's Valley, Tillamook, OR, July 9 (GG), and five were on Saddle Mt., Clatsop, OR, July 24 (GG). An Ancient Murrelet in breeding plumage in Cascade Head, Tillamook, June 30 (Roy Lowe) provided a highly unusual midsummer record for Oregon. The final part of the ENSO pattern resulted in the high mortality of Cassin's Auklets. Numbers began washing up on Oregon beaches July 9 through the end of the period (HN), and 500-1,000 were dead on a stretch of beach at Long Beach Pen., July 27 (DW). Live Cassin's were very scarce off Westport: one June 27 and 23 on July 18 (TW). One on Penn Cove, Island July 7 (PL) was well inside Puget Sound, probably signifying some movement into the Strait of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound in response to food shortages on the ocean.

PIGEONS TO FLYCATCHERS
Band-tailed Pigeon sightings increased this summer over the last few years in the Bellingham area (TW); we hope this trend is widespread. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Fields June 1 & 4-5 (HN et al.) was the only summer report, but only the last few summers have had regular reports. Barred Owls were found in 6 locations in Washington's N. Cascades (SJ), and there were more reports than ever in the nearby Bellingham area, including several family groups (TW). According to U.S. Forest Service staff, 2 pairs of Great Gray Owls nested in Okanogan and one in Ferry (fide AS). Photos were taken of the nests and young; we hope they will be published as there are no documented breeding records for Washington. A Boreal Owl pair with four young was found in a nest box in Okanogan June 11 (AS, ph.); this is the first confirmed breeding record for the state. An earlier report of a breeding attempt at Pullman, WA, in 1979 (Murrelet 61:80) lacks any documentation and seems an unlikely event for a low-elevation location in the wheat country of e. Washington. The other Boreal Owl record for the summer was provided by one calling at Horseshoe Basin, in the Pasayten Wilderness Area, Okanogan, WA, July 12-13 (AS). A male Ruby-throated Hummingbird was described from the eastern slope of the Cascades in Kittitas at 4,000 feet (†DP) June 28; this would provide a first Washington record. The Cascade Crest provides a fairly firm dividing line between the eastern Red-naped and western Red-breasted sapsucker. This summer, pairs of Red-naped Sapsuckers were found well w. of the Crest in Washington at the Big Four Picnic Ground, Snohomish, June 6 (MMo), and 10 mi e. of Mt. Vernon, Skagit July 4 (SA). Additionally, a mixed Red-naped and Red-breasted pair at Diablo L., Whatcom, WA, June 15 (SJ), also w. of the Crest, were both seen feeding young at the nest. The only Washington report of Least Flycatchers, probably a scarce breeder, was at the north end of Palmer L., Okanogan (AS). In Oregon, up to 2 pairs were at Clyde Holliday S.P., Grant (TWi, m.ob.), throughout the summer; territorial pairs have been found here in past years. A Gray Flycatcher at the Hanford Reservation, Benton, July 23 (TG) was a local first and probably an indicator that the species is continuing to expand its breeding range in e. Washington. Consternation is still the dominant theme in this Region about the distribution of the "Western" Flycatchers. There is universal agreement that the west side birds are Pacific-Slope. Beyond that, there is little certainty. For example, all of the breeders in e. Oregon are thought to be Cordilleran, based on electrophoretic evidence. However, SR noted in the Tollgate area of the Blue Mts., Umatilla, of n.e. Oregon, that 80% of the call and song types he heard were Pacific-Slope type to his ear and only 20% resembled Cordilleran. An apparent Pacific-Slope was in the Ochoco Mts., Wheeler, June 12 (PS, BTi), another e Oregon locale. Oregon became the last mainland state to add Eastern Phoebe to its list this summer, with one male, at Falls City, Polk, June 5-23 (BTi, †BB, m.ob.). An ad Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Cape Blanco, Curry, June 26 (DH) follows 2 Oregon records this spring; there are still fewer than 10 for the state.

PARIDS THROUGH WARBLERS
The discovery of Bushtits in the western foothills of the Cascades on the Middle Fork Snoqualmie R., King, WA (EH), provides a semblance of a link between their stronghold in the Puget lowlands and the isolated population in the upper Yakima R. drainage just e of the Cascade Crest from this location (see the spring report). A Rock Wren pair feeding two fledglings in the Mt. St. Helens N.M , Skamania, WA, July 15 (MW), is an unusual breeding record for the west side. Ruby-crowned Kinglets were found breeding in 2 new locations in the Olympic Mts., Dose Meadows, and Seven Lakes Basin (FS), presumably as a result of investigation and not range expansion. A pair of Blue-gray Gnat-catchers that raised four young at the Crooked River Nat'l Grassland, Jefferson (HN et al.), represents the northernmost breeding in Oregon, or anywhere in the west A Veery pair in proper breeding habitat was found near Nehalem, WA, June 20 (TW), providing the 3rd Whatcom record. Eastern Oregon observers noted large numbers of Veery in breeding areas this summer (TC) A Varied Thrush at Malheur June 4-6 (BT) was the latest for the refuge by a month. The breeding status of Gray Catbird in the Oregon Cascades is still unknown. One was found along Beaver Cr on the Warm Springs Res., Wasco, July 5 (DL), where they were noted last summer. The only N. Mockingbird record was furnished by one near Hampton, Deschutes, OR, June 3 (HN). An ad. Yellow Wagtail at O.S. July 29 (†BS, †GA, ph.) that had disappeared by the next morning provided a first record for Washington. The dusky smudge on the breast of this bird probably indicates M. f. tschutschensis. A flock of 16 Bohemian Waxwings, including four juveniles, was at Pierce Camp in the N. Cascades, Whatcom, WA, July 30 (SJ). While there are no confirmed Washington breeding records, there have been enough sightings of family groups along the border to indicate potential breeding. A singing male Northern Parula at L Quinault, Grays Harbor, WA, July 4 (†FS), provided the 6th state record; this has been an exceptional year for Parula with 4 spring records. A male Chestnut-sided Warbler at Richland, Benton, WA, June 26 (†RW) provided about the 7th state record, and another was in Jordan Valley, Malheur, OR, June 20 (JGa.); they are regular vagrants in Oregon.
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S.A.
There were some surprising discoveries about Townsend's and Hermit warblers breeding in the Puget lowlands and on the cast side of the Olympic Peninsula, Townsend's Warblers were found breeding at sea level at Deception Pass, Island, and at Larrabee S.P., Whatcom (CCh); these locations are well north of the zone of hybridization with Hermit. In the zone of

sympatry in the e. and s. Olympics, Townsend's types predominated from sea level to 1,500 feet (FS). Above that elevation, up to the lower edge of the Silver Fir zone (usually 3,500 feet). Hermit Warbler types were the most conspicuous, and above 3,500 feet elevation Townsend's again predominated. It would be interesting to speculate on what role the sympatric overlap has in the disjunct distribution of Townsend's types. FS found Hermit Warblers breeding in a few near areas: on Capitol Peak, Thurston, for the 2nd known breeding locale in the county, in the upper Wynoochee, Grays Harbor, and near South Bend, Pacific, furnishing the first county breeding record.


A male Black-and-white Warbler at Davenport, Lincoln, June 4 (†JA) provided the first Washington record in several years. Ovenbirds seemed to be everywhere (if 4 records in one summer can be so construed). Singing males were on the west side of Ross Lake, Whatcom, WA, June 8 (†SJ), near McKenzie Bridge, Lane, OR, June 11 (MH), near Blue River, Lane, OR, through June (SR), and 30 mi e. of Glide, Douglas, OR, June 9-30 (RM et al.). A singing male Kentucky Warbler along the Sauk R., s. of Darrington, Skagit (†RRV), provided Washington's first report; it could not be relocated the next day (m.ob.).

BUNTINGS THROUGH FINCHES
Green-tailed Towhees have a very limited breeding distribution in Washington, with only 2 known locations in the s.e, corner. A 3rd site was discovered this summer, on Biscuit Ridge, near Dixie, Walla Walla (fide EH). Two singing male Clay-colored Sparrows found e. of Palmer L. in June (DC, AS) add to the Okanogan locations where apparently territorial males have been observed, They appear to be annual in this area; surely some of them are successfully breeding. At least five adults and two young Brewer's Sparrows found above timberline in the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness, Jefferson, June 27 (AC, MP) were apparently breeding there. Six were found at each of 2 high-elevation locations in the Ochoco Mts., Wheeler, July 11 (TC). Little is known about high-elevation breeding populations in the Region, in comparison with the familiar breeders in the shrub steppe. A male Lark Bunting near Clarkston Heights, Asotin, June 12 (†MK) furnished Washington's 9th record. Two Grasshopper Sparrows found at 5,000 feet in the Wallowa Mts. were a first for Wallowa (PS) and quite a distance from previously known, lower-elevation nesting areas. A singing male Fox Sparrow on Little Sucia I., San Juan, WA, July 7 (CCh), accompanied by three others, may have been the coastal race P. i. fuliginosa, which breeds only in northwesternmost Washington. Fox Sparrows of any race do not breed in the Puget lowlands, although W.L. Dawson reported them breeding in the San Juan Is. at the turn of the century. Have we overlooked them since then? A pair of Golden-crowned Sparrows was found at 5,000 feet at Hart L. in Seven Lakes Basin of the Olympic Mts. (FS); breeding in this area has never even been suspected. A new Bobolink colony was found in Oregon, where they are very patchily distributed: six males and at least one female near Ukiah, Umatilla, June 5 (CC). Thirty male Tricolored Blackbirds at Clarno Pond, Wheeler, June 14 (DA) indicated yet another colony may be forming in e. Oregon. This would be the 4th colony on the east side, where they were unknown prior to 1989. One at Baskets Slough N.W.R., Polk, July 2 (GG) probably indicates a continuing expansion in the Willamette Valley as well. Red Crossbills were common in the n., Puget Trough through July (CCh) and abundant in the Oregon Cascades (HN); small numbers were found in the Olympia area (G & WH) and in the N. Cascades through the summer (SJ). The last White-winged Crossbills from the spring incursion disappeared after June. Six were at Mt. Rainier N.P., WA, June 20 (CCh), 50 were in the s. Washington Cascades June 7 (BBo), and they were noted at Snoqualmie Pass, WA, June 7 (EH). A pair of L. Goldfinches was in Bend June 8 (TC), and a nesting pair was e. of Ukiah, Umatilla, June 20 (CC); they are very rare on the eastern slope of the c. Oregon Cascades and further east. Evening Grosbeaks were abundant in the Oregon Cascades all summer (HN, DL).
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