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Autumn Migration, 1990

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
/ Bill Tweit and David Fix

It was the third-warmest fall on record in central Oregon, with August and September abnormally hot and dry there. Effects included continued receding of Malheur Lake and a 3,300-acre forest fire at Bend. Eastern Washington suffered local flooding during a wetter than average August. Following rainfall in October and November that was almost twice the average, western Washington had extensive flooding the last week of November.
 [image: ]
The warm sea surface temperatures and low amounts of upwelling this fall was similar to conditions during the 1983 El Niño event. This fall's conditions were linked to low numbers of Buller's and Flesh-footed shearwaters, high numbers of Brown Pelicans and Heermann's Gulls, and an Elegant Tern incursion. It was a great fall for vagrant warblers, primarily in southeast Oregon. Other movements included a considerable flight of scoters in the interior, a November incursion of Steller's Jays into the Columbia Basin, unusual numbers of Blue Jays through much of the Region, and record numbers of White-throated Sparrows.

Abbreviations: Bandon (Bandon and the Coquille R. estuary, Coos Co., OR); Davis (Davis Lake, Klamath and Deschutes counties, OR); Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref, OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie Island, Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop, OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla River delta, Walla Walla, WA). Place names in italics are counties.

LOONS TO EGRETS
The 10,000 loons moving S off Lincoln, OR, Nov. 8 (PP) were 50% Common, 40% Pacific, and 10% Red-throated, a high percentage of Com. Loons for a coastal movement, generally dominated by Pacifics. Red-throated Loons were scarce inland this fall; there was only one freshwater record, on Lost Creek Res., Jackson, OR, Oct. 18 (DCr). Seven Yellow-billed Loons were reported, including two from the outer coast: Winchester Bay, OR, Sept. 8 (L. & C. Yox) and Grays Harbor, WA, Oct. 7 (TW et al.). The five Puget Sound reports included three in the San Juan Is. Nov. 3-4 (TW et al.), one was at Pr. Roberts Oct. 8 (WW) and one at Dosewallips Oct. 28 (DPa, BSu). Clark's Grebes were more widely reported than in any previous fall. In e. Washington, up to 20 were at the colony on Moses L. Sept. 14 (RM). In e. Oregon, there were 8 reports of 22 birds, apparently all but one of migrants. Latest in the interior were of two at Malheur Oct. 20 (LH, CB) and one on Banks L., Grant, WA, Oct. 28 (AS, BT). There were reports of 35 migrants or winterers in w. Oregon and two in w. Washington. Oregon reports included 20 (no details) with 3,000 W. Grebes in the Columbia R. gorge Nov. 17 (AF) and four on the s. coast at Port Orford Nov. 24 (NL), where regular. The two w. Washington reports with derails were of one at O.S. Oct. 5 (†G & WH) and one at Seattle Nov. 11 (†BSu). A record number of pelagic trips were reported: 11 from Westport, WA, Aug. 11 to Oct. 7 (TW), one from Ilwaco, WA, Sept. 8 (JJ), three from Garibaldi, OR, Aug. 11, Sept. 9 (TC), and Oct. 20 (NL), and one from Charleston, OR, Sept. 8. Laysan Albatross were seen twice off Westport (TW) and one was seen from shore at Cape Arago, OR, Nov. 25 (fide NL). Northern Fulmar numbers through September ranged 15-169, and jumped to over 2,300 by Oct. 5 (TW). In late November, 40 were found dead on Lincoln beaches (Bob Loeffel, Sara Brown) and 240 were seen from Cape Arago Nov. 25 (NL). A large Pterodroma, believed to be a Juan Fernandez Petrel (P. externa), was seen by 2 boatloads of birders at the edge of the Continental Shelf off Westport Sept. 14 (†TW, †BT, m.ob.). This sighting is the first for the e. Pacific within the 200-mi limit. It was the poorest fall in years for Buller's Shearwater. None were seen during August, and the peak count was only 10 off Garibaldi Oct. 20. A Manx Shearwater was seen in the mouth of Grays Harbor Sept. 14 by birders on 2 boats (†BT, †TW, m.ob.), seen again the next day from the O.S. jetty (†BSu, †TSc, †WC), and apparently seen again 20+ mi off Westport Oct. 6 (†NL, †RM, †TW). The descriptions of this first state report seem to exclude the Pacific members of the puffinus complex. Brown Pelican numbers in Washington were above the recent average: over 1,000 were present on both Grays Harbor (BT, DPa) and Willapa Bay (RM). There were no reports farther north on the outer coast, but two were seen inside Puget Sound. One at Point No Point, Kitsap, Oct. 9 (VN) was only the 2nd in 15 years there, and another was equally rare in lower Georgia Strait Oct. 5-15 (WW, Tom Burton, fide TW). There was a small flight of Cattle Egrets, with about a dozen in w. Oregon after Oct. 25. Two near Vancouver, Clark, Nov. 9 (WC) and four on the Lummi Flats, Whatcom, Nov. 18 (JD) were the only Washington reports. In e. Oregon, one at Summer Lake Nov. 21 (CM) was a first for Lake.

WATERFOWL
The regular small number of Trumpeter Swans in n.w. Oregon appeared in November. Three were use Sauvie Nov. 17, one was at Forest Grove, Washington, Nov. 24, three were at Scappoose Nov. 26, and three were near Airlee, Polk, Nov. 27 (fide, HN). Four pairs of Trumpeters produced seven cygnets this year at Malheur and an October survey found 20 adults there (GI). The first Snow Geese had returned to the Skagit Flats, WA, Sept. 27 (Jon Anderson) and by the end of November,
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31,000 were counted (fide TW). The Dept. of Wildlife noted that 2 consecutive years with summer ice storms in Siberia have caused nearly complete die-offs of crops of goslings. Single Ross' Geese in w. Oregon were on Sauvie Oct. 12-28 (m.ob.) and at Nehalem Nov. 16+ (Bill Shelmerdine). The only Emperor Geese, also rare but annual, were three at Oceanside in early October (CR). A Mallard banded as a fledgling July 30 near Summer Lake, OR, was trapped 28 days later and 300 mi farther north on Columbia N.W.R., Grant, WA (RH)! If only Scott's Orioles would do that... Seattle's Tufted Duck X scaup returned for a 5th winter (EH). A brood of Lesser Scaup was found at Everett, WA, Sept. 2 (EH); there are very few breeding records in the Region. There were six Oldsquaw reported inland Oct. 20 (PM) to Nov. 26 (JT). An unusually large movement of scoters occurred in the interior in October. The largest flock of Surf Scoters was remarkable: 38 at Suttle L., Jefferson, OR, in late October (TC). There were 29 other Surfs reported in e. Oregon and Washington, and six in w. Oregon away from the coast, Oct. 14 (JA, DA, DL, CC) to Nov. 23 (PS). The largest flock of White-winged Scoters was of 13 at Lake Lenore, Grant, WA, Oct. 14 (JA), and 10 others were reported from other e. locales through Oct. 27 (AS, BT). A single Black Scoter was on Willow Creek Res., Morrow, Oct. 20 (DL, CC) for one of few eastside Oregon records. Red-breasted Mergansers, also scarce on the east side, were also above average. The largest flock was of 12 on Banks L., Grant, WA, Oct. 28 (BT, AS, BL), and six others were reported Oct. 13 (CC) to Nov. 21 (CM).

HAWKS
Black-shouldered Kites were scarce in Oregon this fall. Only eight were reported from the entire coast and seven from the Rogue valley (fide MM). In Washington, six were at the Raymond breeding site (RM), and one near Duvall Oct. 18 (Gerry Adams) was a 2nd for King. There was only one report of Red-shouldered Hawk away from regular range, an immature at Toledo, Lincoln, OR, Sept. 16 (E & HH). Rough-legged Hawks were scarce, but there were some early sightings. Three reported from the Steens Mts., Malheur, OR, Aug. 10 (S. Freshman, RV) set a new early arrival date. Several mid-September sightings, from Philomath, OR (Sheila Madden), in Asotin, WA (fide MK), and near Spokane (JW) were also a bit early. A few Merlins also showed up early. The most unusual was one n. of Corvallis, OR, for several weeks in August (Bill & Rita Snyder) and there were 4 Washington reports in August. There was only one Gyrfalcon reported, an imm. in Whatcom, WA, Nov. 7 (Paul DeBruyn, fide TW). A Prairie Falcon at O.S. Sept. 15 (DPa) was a first for Washington's outer coast, and another was on the Lummi flats, Whatcom, WA, Aug. 31 and later (JD) where now almost regular.

SHOREBIRDS
B & ZS surveyed Oregon beaches for Snowy Plovers this fall. Among those they found on Lane beaches were birds banded in 1990 in Coos, and on Coos beaches they found birds banded in California and a bird banded in 1989 on Lake Abert, Lake, OR. In addition, a Snowy Plover was at the Necanicum R. mouth, OR, Nov. 10 (MP), four were at Bayocean, OR, Oct. 24 to December (HN), up to five were at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, through Sept. 8 (AS, MO), and one was at O.S. Sept. 12 (EH). Four Am. Avocets in w. Oregon were more than usual. One was at Sauvie Aug. 7 (David Bailey), two at Bandon Aug. 26 for the 5th Coos record (LT), and one at Yachats Aug. 25-30 (fide DFa). Willet reports from areas where casual were one at Lummi Flats, WA, Aug. 19 (JD), another at Bayocean Spit, OR, Aug. 12 (NL), two at the W.W.R.D. Sept. 27 (MLD) for the 3rd Walla Walla record, and two at Kinney L., Wallowa, OR, Sept. 3 (PS). An ad. Gray-tailed Tattler from Bandon Aug. 18 (†JG, GL) furnished a first Oregon record. There were 10+ Long-billed Curlews along the Oregon coast (v.o.), well above average. Marbled Godwit numbers were also above typical levels. The 270 at Tokeland Nov. 4 (RM) likely made a record high for Washington. In Oregon, at least 73 godwits were reported from 8 coastal locations. At least one imm. Bar-tailed Godwit was on Willapa Bay, WA, Aug. 25 (†NL) through Oct. 6. On the Oregon coast, imm. Bar-tailed Godwits were seen at Bayocean Spit Sept. 7 (RS) and at Bandon Sept. 8 into October (†BT, JG). The four sightings of imm. Hudsonian Godwit could have been the same individual. One was in flight over O.S. Sept. 8 (†BSu) and one was seen Sept. 8 & 13 at nearby Leadbetter Pt. (†NL, WC). The 4th was near the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, Sept. 18 (B & ZS). These made both Oregon's and Washington's 11th records. A juv. Great Knot found at Bandon Sept. 1 (†NL, JG, m.ob.) stayed through Sept. 19, for the first confirmed North American record outside of Alaska. Red Knots were scarce on the coast (v.o.). In the interior, one was at the W.W.R.D. Sept. 10 (KK) for the 2nd local record and one was at the nearby Yakima R. delta Sept. 24-26 (RW) for the 3rd local record. At least 41 Semipalmated Sandpipers were found in the interior and 29 on the west side. What has happened to Pectoral Sandpipers? Numbers were abysmal again, with most counts of fewer than ten. West-side peaks were 32 at Sauvie Oct. 1 (NL) and 15 at Aberdeen, WA, Aug. 29 (G & WH) and the eastside peak count was 46 at Malheur Sept. 10-11 (GI). The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper picture was mixed. For the 2nd consecutive year, there was only one Washington report, inland at the Yakima R. mouth Sept. 26 (RW) for the 2nd local record. In Oregon, there were six sightings at Bandon Sept. 22 (Dan van der Brock) to Oct. 28 (LT). One was at Sauvie Sept. 14-19 (HN, NL) and one was at S.J.C.R. Oct. 29 (Lisa Campbell et al.). An ad. Curlew Sandpiper molting out of breeding plumage at O.S. Sept. 19 (†EH, †JS) was the 5th Washington sighting. Buff-breasted Sandpipers had nine reports from w. Washington and seven from w. Oregon. Buff-breasteds are very rare on the east side, one near Prineville Sept. 24-Oct. 5 (DA, DL) was a first for Crook. Four imm. Ruffs reported from the Grays Harbor area Aug. 25—Sept. 16 (v.o.) and two from the Oregon coast Sept. 16 & 17 (JG, B & ZS) made an average number. Red-necked Phalarope numbers were low. The peak count off Westport was 184 Aug. 18 (TW), about 10% of average. Interior numbers seemed average, with a peak count of 261 at Summer L., OR, Aug. 16 (CM). Red Phalaropes were low until late November. The peak of 34 off Westport Aug. 18 (TW) was not impressive. There was one unusual inland sighting in early fall, a breeding-plumaged adult Sept. 2 at Everett, WA (EH). The storms of Nov. 25 caused thousands of Red Phalaropes to pass near shore, estimated at 15,000 passing S past Cape Arago (NL). One at Yamhill, OR, Nov. 26 (Tom Love) was the only inland sighting associated with this storm.

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS
The only interior report of Parasitic Jaeger was at Malheur Sept 14 (Fred Zeillemaker). No S Polar Skuas were reported off Oregon, and there were only 4 sightings out of Westport between Sept. 8 and Oct. 7 (TW), well below average. Franklin's Gull numbers on the west side this fall were never higher than three immatures in any locality from the same Puget Sound locales that in earlier years held 10 to 15 birds. Eight first-year birds were sighted in w. Washington and two in w. Oregon. One near Salem Nov. 11 (BB) was late, and a Marion first. The 4 eastside records included two at Clarkston, WA, Sept. 15 (AF), one at Richland, WA, Oct. 17-25 (RW), and one in Morrow, OR, Nov. 22 (CC). The only Little Gull was an adult at Seattle Sept. 22 (EH). Over 250 Bonaparte's Gulls migrating south in e. Washington Oct. 27-28 (AS, BT, BL) was a large movement for the interior, but timing was typical. Heermann's Gulls were high on the Washington coast, with peak counts of 1,820 at Grays Harbor Aug. 18 (TW) and 2,000 at Willapa Bay Sept. 11 (RM) One ad. Heermann's at 
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Thompson Res. Oct. 16 (†SS) was the 2nd for e. Oregon and may correlate with big coastal numbers this fall. At least five Mew Gulls were in the interior. Two adults at Spokane (JW) were the only ones away from the Columbia R. Two first-year Thayer's Gulls were reported from the interior, where probably scarce annual migrants: at Grand Coulee, Grant, WA, Oct. 28 (AS, BT, BL) and at the Wenatchee R. mouth, Chelan, WA, Nov. 28 (JT). The six Glaucous Gulls reported were all from w. Oregon. They included one rare adult at Moolack Beach, Lincoln, Nev. 29 (DFi). In the interior, a Black-legged Kittiwake on the Snake R. Nov. 10 (Ray Korpi) furnished a 2nd Asotin record and an ad. Sabine's Gull on Summer L., Lake, OR, Sept. 26 (SS) was also rare.
S.A.
This fall brought the 2nd major incursion of Elegant Terns into our Region: the previous one was in 1983, while 1987 saw a smaller flight. The first terns appeared in July along the s. Oregon coast. By Aug. 11 they had reached the S.J.C.R. (fide Kamal Islam) and by Aug. 26 they were at Willapa Bay, WA (†RM). Numbers of Elegant Terns along the Oregon coast diminished rapidly after late August, when they were just appearing in numbers on the s. Washington coast—the first report for Grays Harbor was not until Sept. 13 (†H. & J. MacKenzie). Counts in Washington were lower than in 1983; maximum on Willapa Bay was 104 at Tokeland Sept. 1 (RM), and none was reported north of Grays Harbor in 1990. This year's Right may have involved no more than 300 terns. The last report was of four at Tokeland Oct. 19 (G & WH). The few observations on age indicated they were largely adults (RM, BT).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Excellent numbers of Com. Terns were reported inside Puget Sound and along the Oregon coast. On Puget Sound, the peak count was 1,500 at Point No Point Sept. 4 (VN) and by mid-September, flocks of 50 to 150 were on the Oregon coast. Arctic Terns were almost unrecorded offshore, but up to 50 were onshore at the Umpqua R. mouth Sept. 11-15 (DL, HN et al.). Two in e. Oregon, near Wamic, Sept. 8 (DL) were very rare inland. Common Murre numbers showed some improvement over last fall (TW, BT), but were still below average. Marbled Murrelets were well reported along the Oregon coast. The highest count was of 135 off Cape Arago Aug. 23 (B & ZS), probably a Coos record. KM's surveys in Lincoln found 50 at Yaquina Head Sept. 9, 40 at Yachats Aug. 4, and 30 at Seal Rock Sept. 9. Ancient Murrelets seemed low on Puget Sound; the peak was 90 at Point No Point Nov. 16 (VN). On the Oregon coast, Ancients were more readily found than usual in November. Twenty were at Yaquina Head Nov. 18 (DL), 35 were at Cape Arago Nov. 25 (NL), and they were plentiful along the Curry coast Nov. 24-26 (SS). Among possible effects of above average sea surface temperature was the great number of Cassin's Auklets close to shore. The most remarkable counts were from Oregon's Lincoln coast: 3,000 seen from the Rocky Cr. viewpoint Oct. 30 (PP) aid 40/minute passing Boiler Bay in 90 minutes Sept. 12 (PP), and there were counts elsewhere in Oregon of 50-500. In Washington, auklet counts on trips off Westport were below 200/trip until Oct. 6 when 800+ were found (TW). A molting ad. Horned Puffin off Bandon Sept. 23 (†Michael Price) was the 2nd for Coos.

CUCKOOS TO SWALLOWS
A Yellow-billed Cuckoo found dead near Omak, WA, on the incredibly late date of Nov. 5 (R. & J. Wilkinson, ph.), furnished only the 2nd record in Washington in the last 10 years. There were no Snowy Owl reports in the Region. A male Barred Owl was in the Mapleton area of w. Lane during the summer (fide Blythe Brown) and one heard at Thornton Cr. Oct. 5 (DFa) was a first for Lincoln. Short-eared Owls were reported sparingly. Boreal Owls were heard in the Blue Mts., n. of Tollgate, OR (DL), Sept. 9 and in the Okanogan Highlands in the Rogers Lake, WA, area Aug. 25 and Nov. 3 (AS). A Black Swift near Snohomish Oct. 13 (Ken Brunner) was the latest ever for Washington. An imm. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Malheur Oct. 14 (TC, SS) was a 5th for Oregon and a refuge first. At least three Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found at Malheur Sept. 9 into October (v.o.), probably the highest fall total yet. At least three Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found in Bend in November (TC). A brief survey in November of the area burned during August near Bend found 14 Black-backed, 35 Hairy, and four White-headed woodpeckers (TC, CM). These birds apparently move into newly burned areas rapidly. A Least Flycatcher among many other Empidonax at DeMoss Springs Park, OR, Aug. 23 (PP) and one at Malheur Sept. 15 (TC.) were the only reports of this rare migrant. A Gray Flycatcher near Spokane Sept. 2 (JA) was a county first and may be indicative of their increasing range in Washington. The token Tropical Kingbird was one at Yaquina Bay, OR, Oct. 24 (Tricia Heminghaus). Purple Martins at 2 Whatcom sites in August (TW) may be evidence of recolonization of n.w. Washington. A Purple Martin in Richland Sept. 4 (RW) provided the first fall record for e. Washington.

CORVIDS TO WARBLERS
Steller's Jays began an incursion into the Columbia Basin. First reports were of four at Irrigon, Morrow, OR, Oct. 28 (CC). During November, they appeared at Toucher and Wallula, WA (MD), and at Boardman, OR (CC). Many more Blue Jays than usual also appeared. Eastern Oregon had at least 9 records. One at Silver Lake Sept. 30 (SS) was the first. During October, records came from Pendleton (PS), Hermiston (CC), Fields (J & KKe), and Malheur (R. Roberts). At least three appeared in Vale, Malheur, in November (Rob Johnson). In Washington, Blue Jays appeared on both sides of the Cascades in October: at Spokane (Fran Hayward), Clarkston (L. & V. Bradley), Lummi Flats (JD), and Everett (M. Manzanares). There also was some parid movement. Morrow in the Columbia Basin had a flock of Mountain Chickadees and two Chestnut-backed Chickadees Oct. 20 (CC, DL), the latter a county first. In w. Oregon, several Mountain Chickadees appeared at Portland (fide HN), two were n. of Gold Beach Oct. 13 (DFi), and two were at Lone Ranch Beach Nov. 23-25 (SS, JJ). The Bewick's Wren expansion in the interior extended to Columbia N.W.R., WA, with one Oct. 4 (RH). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher on Bayocean Spit Oct. 25 (DFi) provided only the 4th Oregon n. coast sighting. A Gray-cheeked Thrush was reported at Wallula Oct. 6 (†Ken Knittle, †Joe Evanich) for the first Washington report. A few Bohemian Waxwings appeared by the end of the period along the e. edge of the Region (v.o.). A Blue-winged Warbler at Anacortes Sept. 17 (†EH, †Jeff Gordon) furnished a first report for Washington. It was an excellent fall for warblers in e. Oregon. A male N. Parula at Malheur Sept. 23-26 (DA) was a rare fall vagrant, more frequent in spring. A Chestnut-sided Warbler at Malheur Sept. 17 (CB) was a more regular fall vagrant. A Magnolia Warbler, another fairly regular fall vagrant, was at Malheur Oct. 5-7 (K & JKe). An imm. female Cape May Warbler at Malheur Sept. 22-24 (SS, JG, ph.) furnished a 5th state record. Black-throated Blue Warbler is another of the more regular vagrants. This fall's included a female at Moro, Sherman, Sept. 9 (PP, GI.), a male at Frenchglen Sept. 23 (C. & M. O'Leary), and a female at Malheur Sept. 26 (JJ). An imm. Bay-breasted Warbler at Malheur Sept. 24 (JC) provided the 8th Oregon record. There were five Blackpoll Warbler sightings, all from Malheur, Sept. 9–Oct. 1. A Black and-white Warbler was at 6 Mile Pond, Catlow Valley, Harney, Sept. 19 (RS). A Worm-eating Warbler at Malheur Sept. 16 (†TC, Dave Stejskal, Tony Greager) furnished a first record for Oregon. The only vagrant found in w. Ore-
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gon was a window-killed Canada Warbler in Gold Hill, Jackson, Sept. 17 (Robert Nelson), the 4th for the state.

SPARROWS TO FINCHES
An Am. Tree Sparrow at the S.J.C.R. Nov. 18 (MP) was very rare on the outer coast. The only two Clay-colored Sparrow reports were from the s. Oregon coast: North Bend Sept. 20 (BG) and Nesika Beach, Curry, Oct. 13 (DFl). A Lark Bunting at Malheur Sept. 17-23 (JJ) was the first for the refuge and about the 10th for Oregon. Numbers of White-throated Sparrows were outstanding. Eastern Oregon had at least 27 and there were another five in e. Washington. They were well reported throughout w. Oregon, and w. Washington had at least 15. In contrast, few Harris' Sparrows were reported: four on the west side and three in e. Oregon. Three Rusty Blackbirds were found: at Aberdeen, WA, Oct. 13 (†RM), Sauvie Oct. 28 (JG), and Eagle Point Nov. 16 (HS). A Great-tailed Grackle at Malheur Oct. 26 (D. Browder) provided the 2nd fall record for Oregon. An Orchard Oriole in Brookings, Curry, Nov. 12–Dec. 12 (Cohn Dillingham, m.ob.) was the 3rd for Oregon. Two Bramblings appeared on the west side for short periods. The 3rd for Oregon was a bird in Florence Oct. 25-31 (Greg Hamman, m.ob.). Washington's 5th was at Sedro Wooley Nov. 6-10 (fide TW, ph.). Red Crossbills went almost unreported this fall, except for numbers on San Juan I., WA, in September (EH). White-winged 
               [image: ]
Brambling in Florence, Oregon, October 28, 1990. A third state record.  Photograph by Jim Johnson.
Crossbills were absent, with only 3 reports from the Cascades (JD, PP) and the Okanogan Highlands (AS).

Initialed observers: (subregional editors in boldface) Jim Acton, David Anderson, C. Baars, Barb Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma area). Wilson Cady, Craig Corder. Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Dick Cronberg, Mike & Merry L. Denny, Jim Duemmel, Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth (Corvallis area). Darrell Faxon. Dave Fix, Anthony Floyd, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Barbara Griffin, Larry Hammond, Elizabeth & Hendrik Herlyn, Randy Hill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, David Irons, Gary Ivey. Jim Johnson, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner (s.e. Washington). Karen & Jerry Kearney, Bruce Labar, Nick Lethaby, Gerard Lillie, Donna Lusthoff, Phil Mattocks, Larry McQueen, Kathy Merrifield, Craig Miller, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Roger Muskat, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vie Nelson, Mark Oberle, Hal Opperman, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson (DPa), Phil Pickering, Craig Roberts, Tom Rogers (e. Washington), Howard Sands, Tom Schooley, Fred Sharpe, Jeff Skriletz, Richard Smith, Andy Stepnewski, Bill & Zannah Stotz, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Bob Sundstrom, Jerry Tangren, Larry Thornburgh, R. Vetter, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Jeff Wisman, Bob Woodley.


The Winter Season, 1990-91

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson

A severe cold snap that began December 19 and lasted through the first week of January had conspicuous effects on Red-breasted Sapsuckers, Bewick's Wrens, Varied Thrush, warblers, and sparrows. The remainder of the season was relatively mild, dry in the interior and wetter than normal on much of the westside. For the third consecutive winter, Bud Anderson and many (97) volunteers conducted a mid-winter survey of the raptor populations on the Skagit and Samish flats of northwestern Washington. The survey was conducted after extensive flooding of much of the survey area. Some portions of the area were under water for up to two weeks, which presumably affected the rodent population and indeed, there appeared to be a shift of raptor numbers to inland, unflooded areas. Red-tailed Hawk numbers were down by 20% but the numbers of N. Harriers were similar to the previous two years. Other notable aspects of the winter included the highest numbers of Glaucous Gulls ever recorded in the Region, low numbers of the northern raptors (Rough-legged Hawk, Snowy and Short-eared owls), and irruptive movements of jays. Eurasian vagrants included a male Smew on the Columbia River and two more Brambling records. Regional observers please take note. We have excluded more sightings than we would like from this summary, since they were undocumented. All sightings of rarities should be accompanied with details, especially sightings of species that are still on the review list for each state's records committee.

Abbreviations: Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR); S.F.W.R.C. (Skagit Flats Winter Raptor Census, Skagit and Snohomish, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla, WA).

LOONS TO FALCONS
Four inland records of Pacific Loon (TC, DL, DA, RW, WC) included three from the Columbia R., a normal number for winter. There were no Yellow-billed Loon reports from Washington and no documented reports from Oregon. Normally a few are found. Clark's Grebes were scattered throughout w. Oregon, with six along the outer coast (Ben Fawver, KM, HN) and two from the Columbia R. (JJ, AS); this may be their normal winter pattern. A Jan. 19 pelagic trip off Westport, WA, found very few tubenoses (TW). The few included three Black-footed and two Laysan albatrosses and 60 N. Fulmars. Two Laysan Albatrosses and three Mottled Petrels were reported 45 mi off Lincoln, OR, Dec. 11 (†Tom Staudt). The Mottled Petrels provided the 4th Oregon report. A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel in Puget Sound off Seattle Jan. 14 (Mike Graez) was unusual for mid-winter and a King first. American White Pelicans have become annual winterers in the Columbia Basin. Peak count this winter was of 38 on the Hanford Reach of the Columbia R. Dec. 26 (RH). An early arrival was set at Malheur with seven seen at Harney L. Feb. 21 (RV). The only winter report of Brown Pelican was one at Yaquina Head, OR, Jan. 13 (KM). Remnants from the minor fall flight of Cattle Egrets lingered until Dec. 16 at Bellingham, WA (PL, SF). This fall's surveys indicate that the total of the Siberian population of Snow Geese nesting on Wrangell I. has declined to 63,500. Of these, 33,500 were counted this winter on the Fraser, Skagit and Stillaguamish R. deltas of s. British Columbia and n.w. Washington (Sean Boyd). Soviet ornithologists are worried that another summer with low reproductive success could push the population to critically low levels. A Ross' Goose wintered at Nehalem meadows, Tillamook (fide HN); they are now almost annual in winter in w. Oregon. Several mid-winter records of Wood Ducks in the interior were of interest. Three were at Omak, WA, Jan. 9 (SJ), one was at the mouth of the Grand Ronde R., Asotin, WA, Jan. 12 (MK), and four were at Prineville, Crook, OR, Jan. 29 (CM). The only Eur. Green-winged Teal report was of one at Kent, WA, Jan. 26 (EH); generally there are 5+ sightings per winter. Eurasian Wigeon counts from the interior were well above average. The high count was nine at Ana Res., Lake, OR, during December (SS), and 12 others were reported from all parts of the 
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interior. The only hybrid Eur. X Am. Wigeon reports were one at Seattle Jan. 20 (Gauker Hjartarson) and two on the Skagit Flats Feb. 16 (BT); we suspect many observers are not checking for hybrids. The Tufted Duck X scaup that has wintered in Seattle for 5 winters was seen through Feb. 17 (Dick Veit), and a pure male Tufted Duck was at the Sheridan Sewage Ponds, Yamhill, OR, Jan. 26-Feb. 6 (Bob Barnes). While coastal observers complain of a long-term decline in Greater Scaup numbers, Columbia R. observers are noting larger wintering numbers. A flock of 2,500 on the Columbia R. at Biggs, OR, Feb. 6 (DI, DFi) was an outstanding count. More mundane numbers, flocks of 10-200, were reported between Mosier, OR (DL), and Brewster, WA (SJ). Interior reports of Oldsquaw included an imm. male at Summer L., OR, Dec. 17 (MSL) and a pair at W.W.R.D. Feb. 16 (M & MLD). Columbia R. observers are also finding larger numbers of Barrow's Goldeneyes wintering on the river than previously expected. Peak counts were 94 at Biggs Feb. 18 (NL) and 30 at Richland, WA, Jan. 1 (AS). A male Smew found on the Columbia R. at Stevenson, WA, Jan. 26 (WC, ph.) was the first confirmed for Washington. After tantalizing Oregon observers for a couple of days, it finally moved across the river for that state's first record. The Smew remained until Feb. 23, and was most often found at Government Cove, Hood River, OR (m.ob.). It is worth noting that a male Smew was seen in the same area Dec. 28, 1989 (†Christina Duchesne). Very early Turkey Vulture reports included three at Detroit Lake, Linn, OR, Jan. 26 (Kathi Crabtree) and one at Dungeness, WA, Feb. 1-2 (D & SS). An Osprey at Bonneville Dam on the Columbia R. Jan. 27 (JG, Owen Schmidt) was very unusual for mid-winter there. Black-shouldered Kites were reported from 4 locations in w. Washington: near McChord, Pierce, Nov. 30 (fide John Gatchet), near Toledo, Lewis, Jan. 2 (Wendell Hoag), at Johns River along Grays Harbor Feb. 21 (Mark Ostwald) and at their only regular locale, near Raymond (Ruth Taylor). In w. Oregon, kite numbers in the Rogue valley were lower than the last 2 years (MM) and numbers seemed reduced on the coast as well (NL). Several Bald Eagle reports suggested their numbers were above average this winter. The S.F.W.R.C. found 308 eagles, up about 20% from the last 2 years (BA). The count on the Skagit R. was approximately 400 eagles (fide BA), the highest in 5 years. In the interior, over 100, an exceptionally high number for e. Oregon, were around Harney L., Malheur, Feb. 17 (TC, SS). Northern Harrier numbers were average on the S.F.W.R.C. (BA) and above average in the interior at Ellensburg, WA (PM), and Summer L., OR (MSL). The three w. Oregon reports of Red-shouldered Hawk included one very far north along the coast at Cannon Beach Jan. 19 (Tim Janzen). Red-tailed Hawk numbers were down by 20% on the S.F.W.R.C. (BA). "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk reports included two on the S.F.W.R.C. and three in the interior (JE, NL, PM). Rough-legged Hawks occurred in below-average numbers in all parts of the Region (M & MLD, NL, RH, JJ, TC, MSL). The S.F.W.R.C. found 39, a 43% drop from the high count in 1989 (BA). The Merlin count of 11 on the S.F.W.R.C. was well above the previous two counts of seven and five, while the Peregrine count of six was equal to the prior counts of six and five. Merlin and Peregrine reports from the rest of the Region indicated usual numbers. It was a slow winter for Gyrfalcons, with single birds reported from n.w. Washington (BA) and 3 locations in e. Washington (AS, JA, EH). The only Prairie Falcon reports from west of the Cascades were two in Oregon (Tom Love, ME), unusually low for the last 3 winters, but not for the long term.

CRANES TO ALCIDS
A Sandhill Crane wintered at Carlsberg, Clallam, WA (D & SS), well north of regular wintering grounds in the lower Columbia R. mouth. The ‘mild winter’ shorebirds such as Semipalmated Plover, W. Sandpiper, and Long-billed Dowitcher were virtually unreported this winter, either as a result of reporting patterns or climate. Nine Snowy Plovers were reported from Lincoln and Tillamook beaches (fide HN and DFa) where regular most winters. Winter reports of Lesser Yellowlegs in our Region are like winter reports of House Wrens: few reports have plausible details. However, one at Netarts Bay, Tillamook, Dec. 30 (†GL) was credible. A very early migrant Marbled Godwit was at Malheur Feb. 28 (fide GI). The Region's only sizeable flock of wintering godwits and curlews, at Tokeland, WA, included 35 Long-billed Curlews and 230 Marbled Godwits (AS) this winter. A decade ago, wintering Whimbrels were almost unknown in the Region. Recently, they have wintered annually at Ediz Hook and Tokeland, WA, where peak counts were four and five respectively (EH, BSu). A Red Phalarope at Washougal, Clark, WA, Dec. 13 provided a first local record (WC). Up to 250 Red Phalaropes were onshore at Newport, OR, Jan. 13 (Hendrik Herlyn) and smaller numbers, totaling 20+, were onshore in the Grays Harbor area Jan. 13-15 (G & WH). Ten were found on the Jan. 19 pelagic trip off Westport (TW). No Pomarine Jaegers were found on the January pelagic trip off Westport, but two were seen from shore in Oregon: one off Cape Blanco Dec. 2 and one off Cape Meares Dec. 31 (GL). An ad. Little Gull at Point No Point in Puget Sound Feb. 16-18 (VN) was the only report. Thayer's Gull is another species that appears to be more regular in the interior than was formerly thought. In e. Washington, singles were seen at 3 locations along the Columbia R. from late November to Jan. 1 (Jerry Tangren, RW, PL, SF, BT). They appear to be more unusual in e. Oregon; one at Haystack Res. Feb. 16 (LR) was Jefferson's 2nd. A W. Gull at Umatilla, OR, Feb. 3 (CC) was very rare that far inland. This was an exceptional winter for Glaucous Gulls in most of the Region, both for total numbers and number of adults. In most winters, ad. Glaucous are not found in our Region. Western Oregon had the highest number: 17 birds, including at least three adults, along the outer coast and Columbia R. In e Washington at least eight individuals, including three adults, were found at 3 locations (RW, JA, CC). In w. Washington, at least 14 birds were reported from 10 locations (m.ob.) There were no reports from e Oregon, where Glaucous are highly unusual. There were also several reports of gulls initially identified as Iceland Gulls, although after additional scrutiny none of them was confirmed. Several of the individuals were very puzzling, and most of the serious gull observers in the Region remain as puzzled as ever about definitive separation of Kumlien's from Thayer's. An ad. Red-legged Kittiwake was briefly seen on the Jan. 19 pelagic off Westport (†DP, †EH), for the 2nd or 3rd Washington record. Only a handful of Ancient Murrelets were sighted on n. Puget Sound, with the last Jan. 19 (TB); low numbers were found on Puget Sound this fall also. In comparison, above average numbers were found along the outer coast of Oregon this fall, and good numbers remained along the south coast into the winter. Up to 50 were at Port Orford (GL), 27 were at Yaquina Head (KM), and smaller numbers were reported from many other locations.

OWLS TO TROGLODYTES
There was only one Snowy Owl report on the west side this winter: one Dec. 15 on the Skagit Flats (fide Bob Kuntz). In e. Washington, up to four were near Moses Lake (HHu) and up to seven were in the Harrington—Reardan area of Lincoln (JA, John Martin). Short-eared Owls were scarce throughout the Region, with no more than two reported from any locale. A male Costa's Hummingbird was watched Dec. 18-25 at the same S. Ashland feeder patronized by a male last spring (fide MM). There are only a couple of prior winter records for Costa's in Oregon. Rufous Hummingbirds returned on time: Feb. 6 in Coos, OR (fide LT), Feb. 21 at Astoria, OR (Alan Richards), and Feb 24 at
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Cascade Locks, OR (JE). An Anna's Hummingbird nest with young was found in Seattle during February (fide Rob Thorne), and other February reports indicated some survived the freeze. Three Acorn Woodpeckers discovered in The Dalles Jan. 21 (Linda Weiland, Pat Mueller, DL) and seen through the winter represent a range extension into e. Oregon. This group is 10 mi east of Washington's only known population in Lyle, Klickitat, where up to five were noted through the winter. An imm. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in Curry Feb. 24–Mar. 2 (Colin Dillingham, †AB) may have been Oregon's 6th. A cold snap almost invariably drives large numbers of Red-breasted Sapsuckers into the lowlands and the Dec. 19 snap was no exception. The numbers are best reflected in the CBCs taken after the freeze, such as 43 on the Skagit CBC Dec. 23. They were widely reported, especially in the Seattle area, through the rest of December. Say's Phoebes arrived throughout the interior in mid-February; the earliest was at Omak, WA, Feb. 12-15 (SJ). Tree and Violet-green swallows were not widely reported until mid-February, somewhat late for Tree Swallows and about average for Violet-greens. The jay incursion into the Columbia Basin and nearby areas apparently lasted the winter. Steller's Jays were in above average numbers in Ellensburg (PM) and were found in areas where usually absent. Fifteen were in the Hermiston–Irrigon area, OR (CC), three were at the Snake R. mouth, WA (RW), and singles were in Clarkston, WA (MK), and Wapato, Yakima, WA (AS). The Blue Jay movement was more either more widespread or more widely detected than the Steller's movement. In the interior, four wintered in the Hermiston, OR, area (CC), one was in St. John, Whitman, WA, in December (Eileen Schmidt), one was in Colbert, Spokane, WA (JA), and singles were in Ephrata (fide Ron Friesz) and Moses Lake (fide HHu), WA. On the west side, one wintered in Lake Bay, Pierce, WA (fide TB). Maybe associated with this movement, a flock of eight Pinyon Jays in the Emigrant L. area, Jackson, OR, Dec. 6–Jan. 20 (MM, RS) was quite unexpected on the west side. Three Am. Crows spent the winter in Bend, OR (TC), for the first time in 5 years. There was a low-density, but widespread, invasion of Mountain Chickadees into w. Oregon. Only singles were reported from any location, but sightings were distributed from Brookings to Portland (m.ob.). A Pygmy Nuthatch was in Ashland during January and February (RS); they are extremely rare in Jackson, or anywhere in w. Oregon. The Bewick's Wren range expansion into the interior continued with four birds at 2 new locations along the lower Little Spokane R., Spokane, WA (JA). One on the East Canal at Malheur Dec. 17 (SS) was in the only area in Harney where they are established. The bad news is that very few were left in Walla Walla after the freeze (M & MLD); they were almost common in riparian areas there prior to this winter.

THRUSHES TO WEAVER FINCHES
The first W. Bluebirds returning to breeding areas in Washington were seen Feb. 10 at Fort Lewis (George Walter, Liz Hoenig). Ten Feb. 2 near Sequim Bay, Clallam, WA (Dudley Doss), were in an area where breeding has not been documented for decades. Maybe they are recolonizing? Elsewhere, numbers of returning bluebirds increased throughout February (m.ob.). Varied Thrush mortality during the December freeze was heavy. Shortly after the freeze began, AF found 269 live and 63 dead Varied Thrushes Dec. 22 on a 14-mi stretch near Yaquina Bay. OR. Other observers in the same area found them picking through oyster shell piles alongside Black Turnstones (Range Bayer, Robert Olson). A Brown Thrasher wintering in Frenchglen, OR (SS, m.ob.) provided about the 4th winter record for this Oregon vagrant. Large flocks of Bohemian Waxwings were found along the e. border of Washington during December (M & MLD). Smaller numbers than average were found in their usual range along the east slope of the Cascades extending south to Ellensburg (SJ, PM) and those numbers diminished after December. In e. Oregon, small flocks were found in the northeast (Paul Sullivan, CC) in December. There was only one Harney report: six at Burns Feb. 24 (RV). Many were in Lake (SS, MSL), but few were noted all winter in Bend (TC). None was noted on the west side; usually a few are reported. Northern Shrike numbers on both sides of the mountains seemed below average this winter (G & WH, BT). Apparently few Yellow-rumped Warblers survived the freeze in w. Washington (Rob Thorne) or the interior (M & MLD, CC). Townsend's Warblers may have been similarly affected: the only post-freeze reports in w. Washington were of birds at suet (Patrick Sullivan, Ilse Allen). The only Palm Warbler report came from the Oregon coast, at Waldport Dec. 30 (fide DFa). A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a rare vagrant, was at an Ashland, OR, feeder Jan. 12-13 (fide MM). Reports of Am. Tree Sparrows totalled almost 150 birds, mostly in the northern half of e. Washington. This large number is partly the result of excellent coverage of northern Washington (SJ), but it also seems to have been a good winter for them. An ad. and an imm. Chipping Sparrow in Washtucna, Adams, Dec. 12 (†SF, †PL) furnished the first documented winter records for e. Washington. A couple of Savannah Sparrow congregations were noted shortly after the freeze: 48 near Sequim, WA, Dec. 21 (Scott Atkinson) and 20 at Umatilla N.W.R., OR, Dec. 23 (CC). Only small numbers were noted later. On the same Yaquina Bay transect mentioned for Varied Thrush, AF found 779 live and 114 dead Fox Sparrows. Both the live and the dead count are remarkably large. The only Swamp Sparrows reported in Washington were two at Willapa N.W.R. Jan. 5 (NL), well below totals of the past few years. However, 22 were found throughout w. Oregon (m.ob.), about average. The exceptional numbers of White-throated Sparrows reported in fall carried through into the winter in the interior, with five in e. Washington (RW, CC, M & MLD, VN) and one in e. Oregon (JE). Six reports from w. Washington and 18 from w. Oregon were about average. Seven Harris' Sparrows in e. Washington and five in e. Oregon were somewhat below average, as were three reports from w. Washington and one from w. Oregon. The Orchard Oriole found this fall in Brookings for the 3rd Oregon record was last seen Dec. 12 (AB). Tricolored Blackbirds wintered for the 2nd consecutive year in central Oregon. Thirty were at Powell Butte, Crook, Feb. 3 (TC, LR) and up to five were at another Crook location Dec. 2–Jan. 12 (TC, LR). One was at Summer L. Feb. 16-22 (Anne & Merle Archie, SS). A Rusty Blackbird
[image: ]
This Brambling in Gray’s Harbor County, Washington, on January 19, 1991, provided the state’s third record in three months—and seventh record ever. Photograph/V.J. Anderson.
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at Washburn I., near the Okanogan R. mouth, Feb. 17 (†SJ) furnished the 3rd winter record for e. Washington. After its 5th record this fall, Washington was graced with two more Brambling records: a male near Elma, Grays Harbor, Jan. 20 to Feb. 26 (Vickie Anderson, ph., m.ob.) and one at Port Angeles Dec. 14–Feb. 28 (fide D & SS, ph.). The only two Com. Red-polls reported each provided a first record: one was in Shelton, Mason, WA, Feb. 22-23 (Andrew Beelik) and another was videotaped in Reedsport, Douglas, OR, Feb. 19 (Kathy Crocker).

EXOTICA
A Barnacle Goose was at College Farm, Walla Walla, WA, Nov. 10–Dec. 10 (M & MLD). A flamingo (sp.) was at the Yakima R. mouth, Richland, WA, Feb. 9–Mar. 4 (RW).

Corrigendum: The breeding record of Black-chinned Sparrow in Oregon in summer 1990 was the 2nd for Oregon. The first was on Roxy Anne Butte, Jackson, in 1970 (Otis Swisher, SS).

Initialed observers, (subregional editors in boldface): Jim Acton, Bud Anderson, David Anderson, Alan Barron, Thais Bock, Wilson Cady, Craig Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Merlin Eltzroth (Corvallis area), Joe Evanich, Darrel Faxon, Shawneen Finnegan, Dave Fix, Anthony Floyd, Jeff Gilligan, Randy Hill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Holly Hutzell, Dave Irons, Gary Ivey, Stuart Johnston, Merlene Kolliner (s.e. Washington), Paul Lehman, Nick Lethaby, Gerard Lillie, Donna Lusthoff, Phil Mattocks (Washington), Kathy Merrifield, Craig Miller, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Dennis Paulson, Lou Rems, Tom Rogers (e. Washington), Martin St. Louis, Ray Skibby, Dory & Stan Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Steve Summers, Bob Sundstrom, Larry Thornburgh, R. Vetter, Terry Wahl, Robert Woodley.
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Spring Migration, 1991

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan

This spring was notable for a cold, wet and stormy May, which apparently had dramatic effects on passerine migration. All three spring months were colder and wetter than average, providing good snowpacks in the mountains, but the May figures showed the largest deviation from average for most areas. A storm system May 17-19 covered most of Oregon, leaving 14" of snow at Roaring Springs Ranch, an oasis near Malheur N.WR., and passerine fallouts throughout the state. Flycatchers, vireos, warblers and tanagers were the most obviously affected by the inclement weather, and most observers indicated they had never experienced a migration such as this in the Pacific Northwest. We assume there was a great deal of associated mortality, but there were no such reports.

Abbreviations: K.R.S.P. (Kirtland Road Sewage Ponds, near Medford, OR); Malheur (Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref, Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co. WA); Sauvie (Sauvie Island Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., OR); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla Walla Co., WA).

GREBES TO DUCKS
The first Clark's Grebe sighting in the interior was Apr. 27 in the Klamath Basin, OR (SR). On the westside, one was at Yaquina Bay, OR, May 4 (BB, Phil Pickering, DFa). Of 4 w. Washington reports, only the bird at O.S. Apr. 19 was submitted with details (†G & WH). There were 2 pelagic trips this spring, off Westport, WA, Apr. 20 and May 4 (TW). As expected, counts of most tubenose species increased in May. Black-footed Albatross numbers rose from 18 to 265, N. Fulmar numbers from 37 to 187, Sooty Shearwaters from 713 to 22,416 and Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel from 5 to 58. Short-tailed Shearwaters were seen only in April, and Pink-footed Shear-waters only in May, both in low numbers. A probable Mottled Petrel was seen May 11 with Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels on Swiftsure Bank at the entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca (Phil Anderson fide TW). Three Pink-footed Shearwaters seen at O.S. May 11 (M & MLD) and a Leach's Storm-Petrel seen at S.J.C.R. May 21 (HN) were highly unusual sightings from shore. Great Egrets nested again at the rookery on the north end of Potholes Res., Grant (RH), their only known breeding site in Washington. Three Cattle Egrets at the Diamond Marsh at Malheur (m.ob.) may have been breeding; there have only been a few breeding records from there since the first in 1980. The White-faced Ibis colony at Diamond Marsh held at least 10,000 birds (TC, SS). One White-faced Ibis was near Vancouver L., Clark, May 5 (JG); they are rare in w. Washington. The usual handful of Ross' Goose records away from their migration route through Klamath and Malheur included two at Clarkston, WA Apr. 10 (CVV) and one at McNary N.W.R, WA May 9-10 (BW). This spring's only Emperor Goose report was one seen at Seaside, Clatsop, OR May 8 (RL). There was still some movement of Brant along the Oregon coast at the end of May (JG) and the last report from Washington was two at Seattle May 27 (RT). A male Garganey in the flooded Chehalis R. valley near Elma, Grays Harbor from April 12 to May 15 (G & WH, Mike Carmody, ph) is Washington's 2nd record. The count of seven Eur. Wigeon in Portland May 16 (AF, Keith Barker) is unprecedented for mid-May. A male seen May 11 in s.e. Douglas (G & WH) is the latest record for e. Washington. There were 14 reports from the interior (m.ob.), lower than last spring but above the long-term average. The male Tufted Duck that wintered at the Sheridan Sewage Ponds, OR. stayed to Mar. 18 (m.ob.) and another appeared at the Bay City Sewage Ponds, OR, Mar. 13—May 4 (Steve Powell, RL, mob.). There are usually a couple of records each spring. The male Smew that wintered along the Columbia R. was last seen April 1 (DL).

VULTURES TO QUAIL
Peak days for Turkey Vulture migration through the Rogue valley were Mar. 18 & 30 and April 1 (MM). Black-shouldered Kites were sparingly reported. In Washington, reports came from the Raymond area (BT) where they breed, near Toledo, Lewis (Ray Scharpf), and a report without details from L. Whatcom May 24 (fide TW) is the second Whatcom sighting. There was
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only one report of Red-shouldered Hawk, Mar. 3 near Arago in the Coquille valley (Sheri Erickson). There were five reports of Merlin (JeW, DL, TC) and four of Peregrine (SS, TC) from the interior this spring. Two Prairie Falcons appeared on the westside: one at S.J.C.R. Apr. 13 (Richard Smith) and one on the Skagit flats the 2nd week of May (fide BK). Shorebird migration was mediocre in most areas. Only two Lesser Golden-Plover (fulva) were found this spring, at O.S. Apr. 28 (DP) and May 17 (G & WH). Up to four Snowy Plovers were noted at O.S. this spring (PtSu). Both Am. Avocet and Black-necked Stilts put on a pretty good show on the westside, where they are casual in spring. Eleven stilts were found in w. Oregon Apr. 21 to May 30 (ME, HN, June Babcock, HS, MM). Eight avocets were found on the westside of both states from Apr. 18 to May 15 (TS, MM, JD, Duncan Macquarry, K & JW). Eighty Greater Yellowlegs in the Chehalis R. valley near Satsop, WA Apr. 16 (Ian Paulsen, Mike Scuderi) was the peak count. Lesser Yellowlegs are much less common in the Region; the peak count was 25 at the Forest Grove Sewage Ponds, Washington, OR, Apr. 22 (Greg Gilson). A Willet at K.R.S.P. May 4 (RE) was locally rare; elsewhere on the westside they were only reported from their usual haunts at Yaquina Bay, OR (JG) and Willapa Bay, WA (B & GR). While the peak count of Whimbrel came from a coastal area, 300 at Yaquina Bay, OR, May 8 (fide  JG), other large counts came from river valley pastureland. Two hundred were in the Skagit valley, WA. May 3 (K & JW) and 275 were in the Chehalis valley near Satsop, WA May 5 (AS). A male Bar-tailed Godwit at O.S. Apr. 21-28 (Jim Reichel) is about the sixth spring record for Washington. It was accompanying a flock of 600 Marbled Godwits (DP), a record count for Washington. Ruddy Turnstones are unusual away from the coast. Up to four were at K.R.S.P. May 10-13 (MM) and four were at Summer L., Lake, OR May 8 (SS). Counts of Red Knots on the coast were low; 90 were at S.J.C.R. May 10 (HN) and 100+ at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor Apr. 23 (B & GR). Knots are casual in the interior. One was at Roaring Springs Ranch, OR May 19 (C & MC) and 12 were at Summer L., Lake, OR. May 11-12 (SS). Sanderlings were at K.R.S.P. Apr. 24 (†MM), Summer L. May 11 (CM) and College Place, Walla Walla, WA. May 19 (M & MLD) were all local rarities. Only one Semipalmated Sandpiper was reported, from Summer L. May 4 (†SS). There were three Baird's Sandpiper reports from the westside Apr. 9 to May 4: two at K.R.S.P. (RE, MM) and one at Sauvie (GL). On the eastside, on Mar. 21 at W.W.R.D., (†BW) one Baird’s was very early and the peak count of 27 near Othello, WA, Apr. 29 (RH) was quite large. There were only two reports of Pectoral Sandpiper, at Seattle May 11 (fide EH) and one May 8 at Dry Falls, Grant, WA (†SJ). HN found 1,000 Dunlin at S.J.C.R. May 21 and 100 still there 3 days later; only a few stragglers should linger into late May. One Stilt Sandpiper was at Malheur May 8 (Jacques & Doris Ross) and three were near Othello, Adams, WA May 12-22 (†BT, RH, †SJ). A Ruff at Summer L. Apr. 12-14 (†SS) was the first e. Oregon record. In the interior, a few hendersoni Short-billed Dowitchers occur annually. Small numbers of unknown race were at Summer L., Lake, OR in April and early May (fide TC) and one hendersoni was near Othello, WA, May 12 (BT). The coastal race, caurinus, is not expected in the interior, so two apparently of this race, at Hatfield L., Deschutes, OR, May 7 (TC) were highly unusual. Red-necked Phalaropes were abundant along the outer coast during May as usual (HN, TW, G & WH).

JAEGERS TO DOVES
A Long-tailed Jaeger at Bellingham May 13 (†TW) was outstanding; they are unheard of as spring migrants. Up to two ad. Little Gulls were found on Puget Sound at Point No Point Mar. 15-Apr. 26 (VN) for the 3rd consecutive spring at that location. Heermann’s Gulls, rare in spring, were at Yaquina Head, OR, Apr. 22 (fide JG) and Westport, WA, Apr. 20-May 4 (TW). By the end of May, 20+ were at O.S. (G & WH). A Mew Gull at K.R.S.P. May 29 (JWa, MM) was very late for s. Oregon, and they are rare at any season in the Rogue valley. Good numbers of Glaucous Gulls lingered into the spring season, after an exceptional winter. The peak counts were eight at Moolack Beach, Lincoln, OR Mar. 8 (JG, NL) and four in Tacoma, WA. Mar. 16 (RM, Jon Jensen). An exciting, albeit 2nd-hand, report was that a new colony of Caspian Terns has been located. After years of observations of adults summering and exhibiting courtship behavior in n. Puget Sound, nests and eggs were found this spring on a dredge spoil island in Swinomish Slough, Skagit (W.D.W. fide K & JW). This is the northernmost colony of Caspians on the Pacific coast [although some may now be breeding in s. Alaska]. A Parakeet Auklet seen and photographed off Westport Apr. 20 (TW, m.ob.) was only the 4th report of a live bird in Washington, although there are quite a few beached specimens. Band-tailed Pigeon reports from Washington were encouraging. Whatcom observers noted more than in recent years (fide TW), near Olympia they were more numerous than last year (G & WH, BT) although still less common than 5 years ago, and 300 were seen near Satsop, Grays Harbor, May 26 (RM).

OWLS TO FLYCATCHERS
Barred Owls were reported from 6 locales in the Puget Sound lowlands this spring (m.ob.), indicative of their continuing spread. For the 2nd year in a row, Great Gray Owls were reported from Okanogan in March (AS). Hopefully they will be found breeding in this area, which would be the first confirmed in Washington. Two or three Boreal Owls were heard giving their primary song at 5,700' near Mt. Bachelor, Deschutes Apr. 22 (TC, CM). This is only the 2nd known locale in the Oregon Cascades. Black Swifts are rarely reported from the Coast Range in Oregon, thus the report of many at Agness May 18 (AB) was interesting. Vaux's Swift concentrations included 700 in Sumas, Whatcom, WA May 5 (Ann Eissinger) and 200 in Ashland, OR May 10 (MM), average dares for the appearance of large flocks of Vault's. After the winter's big freeze, Anna's Hummingbirds were widely distributed as usual in w Oregon, more common on the south coast and in the Rogue valley (JG). Many of these may have been birds that wintered farther south, and were less affected by the freeze. In Washington, where most Anna's seem to be permanent residents, there were no reports this spring We hope this is due to lack of reporting and not a severe decline. Along Puget Sound, where Lewis' Woodpeckers have been rare since the 1940s, one was at Burlington May 19-22 (K & JW). Two Acorn Woodpeckers were at the only known Washington breeding locale at Lyle Mar. 16 (EH). There were 3 reports of migrant Red-naped Sapsuckers on the west side, where rare: one at Hammond, Clatsop, OR Apr. 21 (MP), one near Elma, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 20 (BT) and one in Portland May 27-28 (Paul Osborn, Steve Jaggers). Black-backed Woodpeckers were still in good numbers in the large burn of fall 1990 near Bend (TC). Migrant flycatchers were more conspicuous than ever in many observers' experience. A storm system in the Rogue valley on the night of May 17 grounded large numbers of wood-pewees, Empidonax and Ash-throated Flycatchers (MM). Similarly, night rainstorms in the Richland, WA, area May 17 & 18 grounded unprecedented numbers of wood-pewees and Empidonax (BW). 10 the Portland area, unusually large concentrations of Empidonax were noted May 11-18 (GL), a period with 2 successive cold fronts. Many migrant Hammond's and 'Western' Flycatchers were still in s e Oregon May 26-27 (HN), probably delayed by inclement weather in May. A Least Flycatcher at Fields May 26-27 (JG) was the only report. Seventeen reports of W. Kingbirds from w. Washington (m.ob.) are appreciably above average.

SWALLOWS TO WRENS
Hundreds of Violet-green and Barn swallows over Green Lake in Seattle May 18 (Martin Muller) were probably delayed migrants, as most are generally on territory
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by this date. After last winter's invasion, a few Blue Jays attempted the unthinkable (or so we thought) and attempted to breed in both states! Pairs were attempting to nest in Hermiston, Umatilla, OR, during April (CC, GL) and near Waitsburg, Walla Walla, WA. (M & MLD) during May. Single Blue Jays lingered until mid-April in Pierce and Yakima in Washington (PtSu, Jan Mawrey) and an even later bird was on Lewis Peak, Walla Walla, May 19 (Dave Herr). Single Scrub Jays in West Seattle during the first half of May (fide Mark Egger) and in Bend, OR, May 15 (Kathi Crabtree) is indicators that Scrub Jays are continuing to expand their range. American Crows were found at 3 locations in the heart of the Columbia Basin in Washington (AS, RH, BT), an area that previously had been wanting in crows. Two Plain Titmice at Table Rock, Lake, May 15 (SS) extend the known range in e. Oregon north about 70 miles. The phenomenal Bewick's Wren range expansion into the interior continued, in spite of the severe winter In Oregon, they were found in the Tygh valley, Wasco and downstream in the Deschutes drainage to the Columbia during March (DL, Don Pederson). In Washington, a singing bird present on Columbia N.W.R. Mar. 27 (RH) was assumed to be nesting, and two adults were feeding three fledglings at the Little Spokane R. Natural Area May 18 (JeW). Both of these are significant expansions of breeding range.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES
In general, most locales reported the first Swainson's Thrushes in early to mid-May, which is later than usual. There were an unusual number of Townsend's Solitaires reported from w. Washington (16) and the Columbia Basin (14); they are scarce migrants in both areas. The usual scattering of N. Mockingbird reports included one at O.S. Apr. 26 (Ted Mallory), three reports from the Rogue valley (fide MM), one at Hermiston, Umatilla, OR May 20 (MC), and two at Burns Jct., Malheur, OR, May 26-27 (DA, DL, TS). The wintering Brown Thrasher at Frenchglen, OR, was last seen Apr. 27 (TC, SS, CM). There were four Loggerhead Shrikes found west of the Cascades, more than usual. One was at Steigerwald N.W.R., WA, Apr. 1 (WC) for a first Clark record, one in Ashland, OR Mar. 23 (Ray Skibby) had probably wintered locally, and singles were at Dayton, Yamhill, OR, Mar. 22 (Tom Love) and at Agness, Curry, OR, May 18 (AB). Over 200 Warbling Vireos were counted in a Portland park May 15 (GL), almost equaling the number of warblers found there that day. Three days later, the vireo count had dropped to 20. The peak warbler count in the same park was May 11, when GL counted 60 Orange-crowned, 200 Yellow-rumped, 90 Townsend's, 50 Black-throated Gray and small numbers of Nashville and Hermit warblers. By the 15th, warbler numbers in the park had "dropped" to 80 Yellow-rumped, 80 Townsend's, 15 Black-throated Gray, 40 Wilson's and a small number of Orange-crowned and Nashville Warblers (GL), and the total warbler count was below 100 on the 18th. The numbers found on the 11th and 15th are unprecedented migratory counts for our Region. Other outstanding warbler counts included 75 Townsend's Warblers in one tree in Bend May 18 (TC), large numbers of at least five species of warblers in Ashland, OR, May 18 (OS), 100 Orange-crowned Warblers at Naches, Yakima, WA May 2 (Debbie Brown), 400+ Orange-crowns at Bayocean Spit, OR, May 11 (BB), and 100+ Townsend's and Black-throated Gray Warblers on Mt. Pleasant, Skamania, WA Apr. 29 (WC). Vagrant warblers records this spring were limited to the regular vagrants, all but one from eastern Oregon. A Tennessee Warbler was at Fields May 25 (DFi), three Black-and-White Warblers were found May 22-31 (Gayle Stokes, Sally Gould, BT), two Ovenbirds were at Malheur May 27-28 (TC, Bing Wong, JD, and a N. Waterthrush was at Malheur May 28 (PMu, LW). Western Tanagers were unusually conspicuous in migration, primarily during the May 18-19 weekend, when MM noted 15 in Ashland, GL found 40 in a Portland park, and good movements were noted in both Waste (DL) and at DeMoss Park (TS). In Washington, 28 were at a park in Seattle May 7 (RT). There were 2 reports of Indigo Bunting in Oregon, where rare in spring: a male at Brookings on the early date of May 8 (Colin Dillingham) and a male at Malheur, May 28 (PMu, LW). Two singing Grasshopper Sparrows at Baskett Slough N.W.R. from May 27 on (†BB) were Polk firsts; they breed sporadically in w. Oregon. Large numbers of Lark Sparrows, 40+ per flock, were still migrating through s.e. Oregon in the last days of May (BT, HN), which is very late. Eleven White-throated Sparrows were found on the east-side during May (m.ob.), better than average. Tricolored Blackbirds continue to expand in Oregon. The Portland colony had at least nine pairs (fide JG), at least three males were at Ankeny N.W.R. from May 23 through the end of the period (†BB) for a first Marion record, 60 were near Wamic, Wasco at a new nesting site Apr. 27 (DL, DA, PMu, LW) and one was near Prineville Mar. 16 (TC). In Washington, the second single person sight record of this species was near Othello, Adams May 19 (SJ), there are no confirmed records for the state. Rosy Finches at Banks, Washington Apr. 8 (Gene Herb) and at Sauvie May 13 (NL) were unexpected; they are very rare at any season in the western Oregon lowlands. Red Crossbills were almost absent until May when a few began to appear (PMa, VN, JA). Small numbers of Pine Siskins were reported throughout the Region (HN, G & WH). A male Com. Redpoll near Nehalem, OR, May 12 (PS et al.) was very late as well as out of place on the outer coast.
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The Nesting Season, 1991

OREGON/WASHINGTON REGION
Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson

Overall, it was a mild summer in the Region, after the last of the cold, wet spring storms hit southeastern Oregon June 4. The average temperature in most of the Region was a few degrees cooler than normal during both June and July, but precipitation levels were about average. In Washington, intensive survey work in Okanogan for the breeding bird atlas, Dept. of Wildlife research and the annual Washington Ornithological Society convention led to numerous exciting discoveries, such as breeding Lesser Scaup, White-tailed Ptarmigan, potentially territorial Semipalmated Plover and Greater Yellowlegs, potential Great Gray Owl breeding, confirmed nests of Boreal Chickadee, and territorial Clay-colored Sparrows. Oregon highlights included the first breeding record of Costa's Hummingbird and an interesting wave of vagrants in early June in Harney that was late but high in quality, including the first state records for Philadelphia Vireo and Scott's Oriole. The late, heavy snowpack may have delayed breeding of many subalpine species (CCh), otherwise the lousy spring weather and cool summer were not noted to have decreased breeding success. There was some additional evidence of the much delayed passerine spring migration that was apparently caused by the spring weather. 

Abbreviations: Davis (Davis L., Klamath and Deschutes counties, OR); Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); Malheur (Malheur Natl. Wildlife Ref, Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie Island, Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR).

LOONS TO DUCKS 
Pacific Loons were still migrating N in late June: 60 per hour were flying past Yaquina Bay, OR, June 20 (HN). Common Loons have almost disappeared as breeders in recent years, so an adult with a young bird on Lost L., Okanogan, WA, June 22 (fide AS) and a territorial pair on L. Quinault, Grays Harbor, WA (FS) were noteworthy. Summering birds were noted at six locations in Oregon (m.ob.); it is unlikely any of these were breeding attempts. For the 2nd year in a row, no W. Grebe nests were found at Malheur or in the surrounding Harney Basin, and only one small colony of Eared Grebes nested in the Basin (RV). Six pairs of Clark's Grebe were found July 24 with one immature at Saddle Mountain N.W.R., Grant WA (RH), adding to the few known breeding locales in the Region. In Oregon, single Clark's Grebes were found at six locales (m.ob.), mostly in the interior, and one group of seven was at Wickiup Res., Deschutes, July 30 (CM). Three pelagic trips were ventured: two from Westport, WA, July 13 & 27 (TW) and one off the Columbia R. mouth June 8 (JJ). Northern Fulmar were found on all 3 trips: numbers were comparable to higher levels seen prior to 1988 instead of the lower numbers of the last 3 years. A single Flesh-footed Shearwater off Westport July 27 was noteworthy, as the species is becoming scarcer in the Region. Thirty Leach's Storm-Petrels were found 50 mi off the Columbia R. mouth June 8 (JJ); Leach's have become hard to find at sea in this Region in recent years. Owing to receding water levels on Malheur and the lack of suitable nesting sites, Am. White Pelicans failed to nest in the Harney Basin this year (RV). A few non-breeders were found at other e. Oregon locations and, in e. Washington, the high counts of non-breeders were 52 at Sprague L, Adams, July 7 (JA) and 30 on the Columbia R. above Richland June 11 (RH). These numbers are much lower than those of the last 2 summers; they apparently went elsewhere this summer. A Brown Pelican seen flying down the Columbia R at Portland July 21 (PO) was unusually far from the ocean. Ardeid nest counts in the Harney Basin this summer included 80 Great Blue Heron, 172 Great Egret, 31 Snowy Egret, 64 Black-crowned Night-Heron, and 3,415 White-faced Ibis (RV). The Cattle Egrets noted during the spring at Malheur apparently did not nest; they went unreported after the late May observations. The only e. Washington colony of Great Egrets at Potholes Res., Grant, held 39+ nests in June (SJ). An ad. Trumpeter Swan on Calispell L, Pend Oreille, WA, June 17 (DC) may have been a stray from the Turnbull N.W.R. population; they are not known to nest elsewhere in the state. Six pairs of Trumpeters at Malheur raised 14 young, the most cygnets raised since 1987 (RV). Small numbers of summering Brant included five at Yaquina Head, OR (Kathy Merrifield), seven at Tillamook Bay, OR (HN), seven at O.S. (DP), and ten at Dungeness, WA (D & SS). A few Brant probably summer annually, but they are not always this widely reported. The known breeding ranges of Am. Wigeon and N. Pintail in Oregon were extended somewhat when nests were found on Ladd Marsh, Union, during June (Dave Bronson). Lesser Scaup are rare breeders in the Region. A female was flushed from the nest at Molson L., Okanogan, WA (SJ) and they were found in mid-June on Delintment L., Grant, OR (Cecil Gagnon). Bufflehead are also scarce breeders, but a brood at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, WA, July 14 (AS) was from an area with several previous breeding records.

KITES TO PHALAROPES
At least one pair of Black-shouldered Kites nested at Raymond, Pacific (Jeff Skriletz), the only known breeding location in Washington. There were no Oregon reports. SJ found Swainson's Hawks at 2 locations near Molson, Okanogan, WA; they apparently had not been recorded from the county previously. There were three summer Merlin reports. One at Finley N.W.R., OR, June 7 (fide ME) was late, but two birds in 2 locations on the west side of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington during June (FS) were possibly breeding birds. A Peregrine of the anatum race was photographed at O.S. June 13 (DP); it would seem that the coastal pealeii would be a more likely lingerer in the area. Two females and six imm. White-tailed Ptarmigan atop Chopaka Mt., Okanogan, July 25 (SJ, RF) establish this sire as the farthest east breeding locale in Washington. This spring, the Nature Conservancy and the Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife released 33 Sharp-tailed Grouse in the Clear Lake Ridge area of Wallowa. Apparently 2 pairs attempted to nest: one pair produced infertile eggs and the other nest was destroyed by coyotes (Berta Youtie, The Nature Conservancy).
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The last native Sharp-taileds were observed in Oregon in the 1950s and this is the first reintroduction attempt. Three pairs of Sandhill Crane attempted to breed at Conboy N.WR., Klickitat (DP), their only regular breeding locale in Washington. Two cranes still present on Sauvie on the very late date of June 9 (JJ) may have been attempting to summer. The only Snowy Plover reports were five in the interior at Borax L., Harney, OR, June 9 (TC, JG) and five at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, July 15 (NL). A pair of Semipalmated Plover on Big Goose L, Okanogan, WA, were very far south for attempted breeding, although they have bred rarely on the Washington coast. The peak migratory count of Semipalmated Plover was 800 at Leadbetter Pt. July 27 (MP). Black-necked Stilts bred at Reardon, Lincoln (JA), at the northeastern most part of their Washington range. Four Greater Yellowlegs on Muskrat L., Okanogan, June 21 (SJ) were described as acting "agitated," indicating possible breeding activity. There are no breeding records for Washington, but a few days later both species of yellowlegs were present at the lake and the southern migration had begun. Only two Solitary Sandpipers were reported, both from e. Washington (SJ). One of those was seen June 24 on Round L., Okanogan, again raising suspicions of breeding in the area. Only one Upland Sandpiper was reported from the last Washington breeding location near Spokane (JA); they appear to be essentially extinct as breeders in the state. An ad. Red Knot was at Reardan, Lincoln, WA, July 28 (†JA) and an ad. Sanderling near Rufus, Sherman, OR, July 27 (CM) were rare in the interior. Peak numbers of W. Sandpipers were 5000 on the coast at Youngs Bay, Clatsop, OR, July 17 (MP) and 800 in the interior at Deschutes, OR, July 7 (CM). Similar peaks for Least Sandpiper were 200 at Sauvie July 18 (HN) and 100 in Deschutes July 11 (CM). The Short-billed Dowitcher peak was 2,000 at Leadbetter Pt. July 15 (NL) and the Long-billed peak was 350 at Sauvie July 23 (HN). None of these peak counts were particularly impressive, although the interior numbers were relatively better than the coast. Very low numbers of Red-necked Phalaropes were found on pelagic trips and only a handful was seen onshore as well. Two Red Phalaropes off the Columbia R. mouth in June (JJ) were unanticipated, as they are not regularly found on spring pelagic trips.

GULLS TO OWLS
The S. Polar Skua seen June 8 about 35 mi off the Columbia R. mouth (JJ) was very early, and another seen at S.J.C.R. July 28 (†ME) was an unusual onshore record. Franklin's Gulls bred in excellent numbers in the Harney Basin this year, 550 nests were censused at Malheur (RV). Perhaps related to these high numbers were five adults at Potholes Res., Grant, WA, June 20 (Bill Shelmerdine) and one at Sauvie June 7 (NL). Franklin's Gulls have not been found breeding in the Region away from s.e. Oregon. The early northward movement of Heermann's Gulls observed this May was followed by exceptionally large numbers appearing in July on the Washington coast. At O.S. on July 26, G & WH noted that their numbers were impossible to estimate, but that they seemed ten times as abundant as ever before. A 2nd-year Glaucous Gull at O.S. June 14 (ph. M & MLD) may be less surprising this summer than others, as last winter saw record numbers of Glaucous. Black-legged Kittiwakes were unreported this summer, for at least the third consecutive summer. Two Potholes Res. colonies of Caspian Terns in e. Washington were censused this summer: 268 adults were found (SJ, RF). There was no additional information on the newly-formed Puget Sound colony mentioned this spring. The Puget Sound colony of Arctic Terns at Everett had at least seven birds July 4 (AS). For the 2nd summer in a row, Arctic Terns have turned up in very unexpected places: one was in the interior near Wamic, Wasco, OR, June 30 (†DL) and another was on the coast at Yaquina Bay, OR, July 5 (ME). On the pelagic trips, one Arctic Tern was noted in June off the Columbia R. mouth (JJ) and two were seen on the July 13 trip off Westport (TW). At least seven Marbled Murrelets were seen in the old growth forest at Saddle Mt., Clatsop, OR, July 20 (MP). A Xantus' Murrelet off Westport July 27 (TW) is the first Washington report since 1987. A lone Band-tailed Pigeon was found July 7 at Silver L., Lake (Priscilla Summers) for a very rare e. Oregon sighting.
S.A.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo status may be changing in the Region, as the number of reports has dramatically increased these last two years. Prior to the summer of 1990, there were only six modern, confirmed records in Oregon and even fewer in Washington. Last summer there were three Oregon records, and this summer there were four more. One was in Fields June 9 (†JG), one was at Malheur June 10 (†JG. JP, another was at Malheur June 23 (fide TC) and one was in Logan valley. Grant in early June (Jerry Scoville). In e. Washington there were unconfirmed reports of one Yellow-billed Cuckoo along the Okanogan R. in July (fide RF).

A migrant Flammulated Owl at Malheur June 6 (TC, PL) equaled the previous late date for spring migrants on the refuge. According to staff at the Salem District of B.L.M., Spotted Owl nesting activity was very low with only four juveniles confirmed from their known nesting sites, compared with about 30 young produced in 1990 (SD). Reasons for the reduced nesting activity are not known, although B.L.M. staff conjecture that the harsh winter may be explain some of the decrease. B.L.M. surveys of their holdings on the west side of the Oregon Cascades located two Barred Owls on the Santiam Resource Area and two more on the Clackamas Resource Area (fide SD). U.S. Forest Service staff found a probable Great Gray Owl nest site in Malheur N.F. near Wolf Mt., Grant (fide RV). This area is between the known Oregon Great Gray Owl breeding areas on the east slope of the Cascades and in the Wallowa Mts. In Washington, two Great Gray Owl nests were reportedly found in Okanogan this summer (fide AS). There are no confirmed breeding records for the state. No Boreal Owls were reported.

POORWILL TO THRUSHES
B.L.M. staff found Com. Poorwill at two sites on the west slope of the Oregon Cascades in Linn in May (David & Lynne Larson, Alison McCaull). Last summer, a few P. n. californicus were found in the Douglas Cascades over 100 mi to the south. The eastside race, P. n, nuttalli, is unknown as a breeder on the west slope. An imm. Anna's Hummingbird in Silver L., Lake, June 23 (SS) was away from their only regular locale in e. Oregon in the Bend area. Costa's Hummingbird has become a scarce but annual post-breeding visitant to Oregon, but this summer a female attempted to nest. The nest with two eggs was found on the s. Oregon coast, in Harbor, Curry June 16 (AB, CD). Unfortunately, the next day a car antenna swiped the nest and both eggs were destroyed. The nest and destroyed egg were collected when the female was last seen on June 21 (* W.F.V.Z.). A female Broad-tailed Hummingbird was reported from the Steens Mts., Harney, July 27 (TL) and others were observed at a feeder in La Grande, Union, during May and June (Bill & Chris Dowdy). Broad-taileds are uncommon and local in Oregon. A Red-naped Sapsucker was unusual on the westside at Big Four Marsh, Snohomish, WA, June 9 (CCh) as was a Williamson's Sapsucker in the Breitenbush area, Marion, OR (fide BB). A pair of Downy Woodpeckers on an island in Potholes Res., Grant, WA, June 9-10 (SJ) was unexpected, as they are quite rare in the summer in the low parts of the Columbia Basin. It was a good summer for Least Flycatchers. In Washington, territorial males were found at 3 locations on the east-side (WW, M & MLD, JW), and one was in Seattle June 22 (Mark Egger). In Oregon, a territorial male on Sauvie June 2—July 4 (JJ) was the first for Multnomah. Eastern Oregon had three to four at Clyde Holliday S.P., Grant from late May into July (Grant Co. Bird Club), a migrant at Malheur June 8 (Sheran Jones), and one near Gilchrist, Klamath June 7 (Skip Russell). Territorial Leasts had been found at Clyde Holliday in the past, but not for several years. Although at least two birds were showing a strong pair bond and defending a territory, no nest was 
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found. An actual nest of Least Flycatcher has yet to be found in Oregon. A male Dusky Flycatcher along the S. Fork of the Stillaguamish R., Snohomish, July 7-9 (CCh) furnished one of few w. Washington records. This summer's records of Gray Flycatcher extended their breeding range another 50 mi to the north and east in Washington, following the 30 mi extension recorded last summer. JA found them in 4 locations in Spokane, including the first county breeding record, in 3 Stevens’s locations, and 4 new locations in Lincoln. There is still much to learn about the distribution of the "Western" Flycatcher complex in our Region. DC reported that most of the birds he raped this summer in the interior "seem to have marginally Cordilleran songs and obvious Pacific-slope calls"; he found birds in Stevens and Ferry of n.e. Washington. A Pacific-slope Flycatcher was reported from Fields June 7 (TC, JG, PL); all previous records of "Westerns" in s.e. Oregon were thought to be Cordilleran. Given the preponderance of Pacific-slope Flycatchers in areas to the north of eastern Oregon, it seems unlikely that Cordilleran are the only species found in migration and it may be unlikely that they are even the majority of the "Western" migrants. A "Western" in the arid Columbia Basin at Saddle Mountain N.W.R. June 20 (RH) was undoubtedly a late migrant. Washington's 2nd Eastern Phoebe was a calling male found in Okanogan (of course!) on June 22-July 3 (†TB, Pat Knopp, m.ob.). The adult Ash-throated Flycatchers found feeding young along Crab Cr., Grant, July 9 (RH) were the first reports of this isolated breeding population in several years. Additionally, a pair apparently nesting s.e. of Wenatchee, WA, June 20 (G & WH) were at least 60 mi north of other breeding locales. Seven pairs of Bank Swallows were at the only known westside colony, which was discovered a few years ago 4.5 mi up the Chetco R., Curry, OR, June 6 (AB). American Crows were found nesting at two locations in the central Columbia Basin of Washington: in Othello, Adams (RH) and along Dodson Rd., Grant (SJ). Crows have only recently appeared in these areas. Two nests of Boreal Chickadee found in Okanogan June 22 and 23 (BT, AS, LW, PMu) appear to be the first actual nests found in Washington. Winter Wrens were on territory at 6,000 ft. on Mt. Rainier during the 3rd week of June, although several feet of snow still completely covered the ground (CCh). Western Bluebirds were found north of their current breeding range: in two locations on the Olympic Peninsula where two adults with two immatures were at Forks, Jefferson, June 24 (FS) and one male was near Blynn, Clallam (D & SS), and at one location in north Puget Sound near Mt. Vernon, Skagit July 27 (Scott Atkinson). Presumably, they once nested in all these areas, before they nearly disappeared from w. Washington. The first breeding record of Mountain Bluebird from the Puget Lowlands was of a female found dead in a nest box on Ft. Lewis, Pierce (George Walter, DP). A male W. Bluebird appeared to have been attending the box. A Veery found at Fields June 1 (PMu, LW) could have been a vagrant. Varied Thrushes on territory on Mt. Rainier during the third week of June were facing the same conditions described for Winter Wrens.

MIMIDS TO WARBLERS
Gray Catbirds were found at 2 locations on the Warm Springs Reservation, Wasco, OR, June 30 and July 13 (DL). Even though they breed south to Yakima on the east slope of the Washington Cascades, they have not been found breeding in the e. Oregon Cascades. The usual handful of N. Mockingbird reports included five from e. Oregon, one from w. Washington, and the most interesting was a bird seen carrying food July 15 (AS) at the same Grant location where the first Washington breeding record was obtained last summer. A Brown Thrasher, a rare Oregon vagrant, appeared at Fields June 3-4 (TC, ph. JG). Oregon's first verified Philadelphia Vireo was photographed at Fields June 3 (†JG). A male Red-eyed Vireo at L. Quinault, Grays Harbor, June 7 (FS) furnished the westernmost Washington record. The vagrant list from Harney was extensive: a male Tennessee Warbler at Fields June 3-6 (JG), a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Malheur June 9 (fide TC), a Magnolia Warbler at Malheur June 1 (Dennis Arendt), a male Cape May Warbler at Malheur June 1 (†TC, PMu, LW) for about the 6th state record, a male Blackpoll Warbler at Fields June 4-5 (Richard Smith), two Black and White Warblers at Fields June 1-6 (JG), at least six Am. Redstarts at Malheur and three near Fields (m.ob.), an Ovenbird at Fields June 3-5 (JG), one near Alvord L. June 7 (TL), and another at Malheur June 5 & 10 (TC, CM) and a N. Waterthrush at Fields June 4-5 (JG). There were three other Black-poll Warbler reports, an unusually high number for spring vagrants. In Oregon, a male was at Davis June 6 (ph. Howard Sands) and a male was at Cape Blanco, Curry, June 7 (†Kamal Islam). The male Blackpoll Warbler in Spokane May 17 (†JA) was about the fifth for Washington and was on a very early date for a vagrant. A Chestnut-sided Warbler at Vantage, Kittitas, June 17 (†Andrew Balland) provided about the 6th Washington record. And finally, an Ovenbird was in the Richland area, WA, June 4-6 (†Tony Greager). There were three reports of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, now annual vagrants in the Region: a female at Fields June 6 (†JG), a territorial male at Turnbull N.W.R., Spokane, WA, July 7-14 (JW, m.ob.), and the male at a feeder on Tiger Mt., King, WA, June 20—July 30 (Sherry Mottaz, ph. DP) was seen feeding a juv. Black-headed Grosbeak in late July (Merilyn Hatheway). There are still fewer than 15 records for this species in Washington. Malheur had its first Black-headed Grosbeak nesting records this summer, with two
    [image: ]
Philadelphia Vireo at Fields, Oregon, June 3, 1991. The first verified state record. Photograph by Jeff Gilligan.
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nests found (BM). At the opposite corner of the Region, on the Olympic Peninsula, a male on June 1 near Sequim, Clallam (D & SS) furnished only the 2nd local record of Black-headed Grosbeak in 15 years. A male Indigo Bunting, a rare spring vagrant, was along Van Horn Cr. in the Pueblo Mts., Harney, June 7 (Phil Pickering). The first Malheur breeding record of Rufous-sided Towhee was near Frenchglen July 20 (BM). At least three territorial male Clay-colored Sparrows were found in Okanogan (AS, DC, m.ob.). A Lark Sparrow near Coquille, Coos, June 29 (PO) was very unusual for coastal Oregon. Despite several searches, no Black-throated Sparrows were found this summer at the only known Washington breeding locale, near Vantage. Grasshopper Sparrows occasionally breed in w. Oregon; two singing birds were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, July 6 (fide ME). One White-throated Sparrow at Harbor, Curry, June 21 (AB) was very late and provides quite a contrast to the Costa's Hummingbird nest in the same area! A dark-lored White-crowned Sparrow in Fields June 7 (PL, SF) was also quite late for a migrant. The spate of spring records of Tricolored Blackbird records in Oregon seemed not to result in much successful breeding. The two males at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, remained through at least June 9 (fide BB), but no breeding was noted. Only one or two males were all that remained June 2 (DL) of the large flock found near Wamic, Wasco, in May. Up to 13 males were in the marsh near Hermiston, Umatilla, June 16 (PS) where they have occurred for three years. From June 4 through 8, Fields was the oriole capitol of Oregon, with a male Orchard Oriole (ph. JG, †PL), a female Scott's Oriole (ph. SF, †PL) and a male "Baltimore" Oriole (JG) keeping company with several "Bullock's." The Scott's furnished the first state record and the Orchard was the fourth. Beginning in July, Red Crossbills were moderately common throughout the Washington Cascades and Okanogan Highlands (SJ, AS). The only ones identified to Type were II and IV noted south of Mt. Adams July 19-21 (DP). In Oregon, Red Crossbills were scarce all summer (HN), and few were found in the w. Washington lowlands (BT, CCh, G & WH) or s.e. Washington (M & MLD). Moderate numbers of White-winged Crossbills appeared in late July in the Cascades and Okanogan, although none were noted south of Kittitas (AS, PM). Several Lesser Goldfinches near Chiloquin, Klamath, OR, July 18 (HN) were locally unusual. An adult and two fledgling Evening Grosbeaks at Malheur June 25 (RV) were thought to have bred locally, which would have been a first breeding record for the refuge and probably indicates displacement from their normal higher elevation breeding areas.
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