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Autumn Migration, 1988

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers
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Severe drought plagued most of the Region during the autumn until early November. Many water-related birds suffered, but exposed mud flats attracted good numbers of migrating shorebirds in many places. Some small land birds were reported to be in decreased numbers in the Troy, Montana, and Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, areas.

ABBREVIATIONS -- Hq. = Headquarters.   

LOONS TO CORMORANTS -- A Red-throated Loon appeared at Wickiup Res., Deschutes, OR, Nov. 4 (CM), and another was at the Yakima R. delta, WA, Nov. 8 (REW). A Pacific Loon was sighted on Hayden L., Kootenai, ID., Oct. 30-31 (PH), and one was found on Silver L., Spokane, WA, Oct. 30 (JA). One in summer plumage was at Kamloops, BC, Oct. 1 (SR), and one associated with Com. Loons and a Yellow-billed Loon on Tugulnuit L., Oliver, BC, Nov. 12 (RC). An adult and an Imm. Red-necked Grebe were at Harriman S.P., Island Park, ID, Aug. 21, indicating that at least one pair bred there successfully (CHT). At least 9 pairs of the species, with eight young, were on Spectacle L., Okanogan, WA, Aug. 10 (RF). Unusual was the sighting of one Oct. 30 and Nov. 5 at McNary N.W.R.., Burbank, WA (KK, MD). Eared Grebes at Columbia N.W.R.., Othello, WA, raised at least five young for the first documented production since 1963 (WRR). Seventy-five pairs of Eared Grebes produced 40 young at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR, where high water levels have greatly reduced nesting habitat. Only 5 pairs of W. Grebes were there, producing no young. A nesting colony of W. Grebes on Banks L. at Steamboat Rock, Grant, WA, contained 139 adult and 74 imm. birds Aug. 19 (RF). Potholes Res. south of Moses L., WA, had 300+ Westerns Aug. 29. Fourteen of 22 grebes at s. Idaho's American Falls Dam Sept. 16 were Clark's (CHT). Moses L., WA, had 25+ of the species with two or three birds still on nests Aug. 25 (EH) and one still there Sept. 16 (LT). Malheur N.W.R. still had a half dozen the next day (TC, DS). One was at Wallula, WA, Oct. 2 (REW), and another was at McNary Dam on the Columbia R. near Umatilla, OR, Nov. 20 (PS). The peak count of Am. White Pelicans at American Falls Res was of 950, and of 350 at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, ID. Malheur N.W.R. had several hundred during the fall; Malheur L still had 11 on Nov. 28. The N. Potholes south of Moses L. had up to 500 (JT), and some were expected to winter again on the Columbia R. in the Wallula vicinity (MD). Cold Springs N.W.R., Hermiston, OR, had 105 (TG). One appeared at Long Least of Ephrata, WA, Aug. 4 (MW). The Lewiston, ID, vicinity had one pelican Sept. 11 and during most of October (C.B.) Coeur d'Alene, ID, was visited by one with a blue wing marker Sept. 14 (HC, SS). Double-crested Cormorant numbers at Malheur N.W.R. have declined 40% since 1986 because of decreased water levels. They totaled 665 pairs this year, with about 489 young produced. More than 40 were reported at the N. Potholes Aug 8 (RF), and 30 were feeding on sunfish stranded by lowering pond levels at Columbia N.W.R. Oct. 14 (WRR). Up to 43 were counted at the Yakima R. mouth (REW). Bruneau Dunes S.P., Bruneau, ID, counted 15 Nov. 12 (AL). The species seems to have become regular in the Lewiston-Clarkston area, where up to four at a time were seen (m.ob.). 

HERONS TO IBISES -- Great Blue Herons numbered 40- 45 at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, ID, where low water levels made food easily available. Five to 10 would be normal there At least 15 Great Egrets were at the N. Potholes Sept. 11 (JW). The species at Malheur N.W.R. had its worst production year since the drought of the 1930s; only 18 pairs were counted, and no young were produced. The top count for the species at Springfield Bottoms, American Falls Dam on the Snake R., ID, was of 13, a marked increase (CHT). Mud Lake W M A. and Camas N.W.R., Hamer, ID, had 10 and nine, respectively, Sept. 4 (MC, FK). The Asotin-Clarkston, WA, vicinity had up to three in mid-October (JB, LL, LP, CV) Columbia N.W.R. had a record 67 Great Egrets feeding on stranded sunfish Oct. 14. Malheur N.W.R. had no Snowy Egret pairs this year because high water flooded emergent nesting cover. Cattle Egret numbers at Springfield Bottoms were down, the highest number nine (BJ). Three were sighted at Bear Lake N.W.R. Sept. 14 (BW). One appeared at Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, MT, Oct. 28 (JR), and one accompanied cattle in a pasture southwest of N. Potholes Res. Nov. 2 (GS). A Green-backed Heron was sighted at the Yakima R. delta Sept 26-Oct. 8. The species is very rare in that vicinity (REW). One in Bend, OR, Sept. 16-22 made the county's 2nd record (EM). Floodwaters at Malheur N.W.R. greatly reduced nesting attempts of Black-crowned Night-Herons; only 45 pairs attempted, with zero success. A lone bird appeared at Lewiston Oct. 24 (LL), and Kamloops, BC, had an adult and an imm bird, both having arrived in late July (SR). White-faced Ibises at Malheur did very well, having shifted their nesting colonies to the Blitzen Valley. They produced 1875 young. 

WATERFOWL -- Tundra Swans moved through in good numbers, the largest concentration 1000 at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, MT. Their numbers at Kootenai N.W.R. were 3-4 times the usual, peaking at 130. At Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., 58 of 113 juv. Trumpeter Swans counted in early July survived to fledge. Off the refuge in the Centennial Valley only 17 survived, probably because of drought conditions. Up to 40 Trumpeters visited L. Helena, MT, at Octobers’ end (BK) Harriman S.P. sighted seven, and Bruneau Dunes S.P. had 10 (AL). The Columbia R. near Pasco had four and Kahlotus L, Kahlotus, WA, two (MD). One of five "possible" Trumpeters on Moses L. Nov. 10 wore a plastic collar (WRR). Nearly all the Greater White-fronted Geese moved through e. Oregon. They arrived at Malheur N.W.R. 1800 strong Sept 7 (rather late). The next largest number, 250, was at Summer L., OR, Sept. 11. Small numbers of Snow Geese were sighted in e. Oregon and Washington and s. Idaho. A goose suspected of being a Snow x Canada hybrid accompanied Canadas at Walla Walla Nov. 5 (ph. MD). Canada Geese reached an all time high of over 125,000 at Columbia N.W.R. Deer Flat N.W.R. had 7200, and Stratford L., Grant, WA, hosted "a few thousand." Peak numbers at Kootenai N.W.R., however, were only about two-thirds of last year's count. A "Cackling" Canada Goose was sighted at Burns, OR, Sept. 7, an early date (GI). Wood Ducks seemed to be responding very well to the placing of nest boxes in the Tricities (Pasco-Kennewick-Richland), WA, area for 75 were counted along the Snake R. near Burbank (DL). Their numbers reached 80 in the Lewiston area. Up to eight were noted at Malheur N.W.R. (AH, LH), and one at Red Rock Lakes was a rarity (JB). At Bend, OR, 19 made an all-time high for Wood Ducks (TC). Duck numbers in the n. Columbia Basin (including Columbia N.W.R.) were down 44% from the long-term average. However, the aerial survey there estimated 150,200 Mallards Nov. 23 (U.S.F.W.S, W.D.W.). That species numbered over 31,000 at Deer Flat N.W.R. in November. Conversely, waterfowl fared poorly at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., where flightless ducks wandered along roads and through fields seeking water. Over 18,000 ducks spent October and November at Kootenai N.W.R., and Mallards peaked there at 24,000 in November. The high numbers there were believed to be the result of drought limited habitat elsewhere. Gadwall numbers in the n. Columbia Basin were estimated at 10,500, Am. Wigeon, 18,000, and Canvasback, 660 (U.S.F.W.S., W.D.W.). A Greater Scaup was reported at Hatfield L., Bend, Sept 25. The species is very rare in Deschutes (TC). Haystack Res. south of Madras, OR, had one Nov. 12 (TC, CM, LR). Up to three Oldsquaws appeared at the Yakima R. delta (REW), and two were seen at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, WA, the same 
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day (MD, REW). An imm male was taken by a hunter on the Snake R. near Pocatello, ID, in late November (JB, CHT). A very few Surf Scoters appeared at and near the Yakima R. delta (REW); on Lenore L., Grant, WA (IA); near Ellensburg, WA (SRa); at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR); and at Haystack Res. (TC, CM, LR). Likewise, a very few White-winged Scotors were sighted near Preston, ID (DT); at Frenchtown, MT (DH); at the Yakima delta (REW); and on L. Lenore (IA). A Red-breasted Merganser was reported at Bend Nov. 3 (CM) and on Banks L., Grant, WA (NL). Ruddy Ducks appeared in unusual numbers at the Yakima delta, 186 by actual count Sept. 22 (REW), and an impressive 500 were at Abert L., Lake, OR. 

VULTURES TO GROUSE -- A Turkey Vulture, rare in the Fortine, MT, vicinity, was at Dry L. Sept. 27 (WW). A Black-shouldered Kite was seen many times Aug. 12-Nov. 9 at Klamath Forest Marsh N.W.R. for Klamath's 2nd record (SSu). Very few Bald Eagles gathered at Glacier N.P.'s lower McDonald Cr., MT, the result of a catastrophic collapse of the Kokanee salmon population in the Flathead R. drainage. Many apparently were diverted to L. Koocanusa upstream from Libby, MT where 83 adult and 83 imm. birds were counted. The salmon run was good there (fide MSw). An "incredible" 22 were at Wickiup Res. west of La Pine, OR, Nov. 4 (CM). A Bald Eagle nest at Deer Flat N.W.R. fledged one young (BWh). In s.e. Idaho the top number for Swainson's Hawks was 109 near Rockland (CHT), and for Ferruginous Hawks, 37 in the Henrys L. area, ID, Aug. 27 (MDe). Single late birds were seen at Seneca, OR, Oct. 30 (CO, Me); south of Burns, OR, Oct. 3; and near Princeton, OR, Nov. 27 (BH). A Rough-legged Hawk was seen well near Rockland on the surprising date of Aug. 4 (FR, TS), and a very early one was reported near Moscow, ID, Aug. 29 (fide SHS). A phenomenal 39+ sightings of Merlins came in and a very good 13 of Peregrines, some due to hackings in the Boise, Helena, and Spokane areas. Four Gyrfalcon and 14 Prairie Falcon sightings were received. A 4.5- hour hawk watch at Red Top Mt. northeast of Cle Elum, WA, Oct. 1 yielded one Turkey Vulture, 14 Sharp-shinned and 17 Cooper's hawks, six accipiters sp., five Red-tailed Hawks, One Golden Eagle, and one Am. Kestrel (K.A.S., SH et al.). Spruce Grouse, some with young, were seen on Chelan Mt., Chelan (EP); Red Top Mt. (TB); and Tiffany Mt., Okanogan (GG), WA. Three White-tailed Ptarmigan were observed on Tiffany Mt. Aug. 9 (GG). A Sage Grouse with seven chicks was found along Waterman Flat road, Wheeler, OR, Aug., 26 (PS). 

CRANES -- Only six "Greater" Sandhill Cranes were known to have fledged at Malheur N.W.R.; several young were found dead, two from gapeworm infections. The refuge is no longer the major autumn staging area for this subspecies for the Pacific flyway because of past disturbance, roost site drying, and poor grain crops. Most of the northern-nesting "Little Brown" Sandhill Cranes flew over the refuge without stopping at their traditional site. Sandhills migrating over Columbia N.W.R. reached their peak Sept. 27, when 650 spent the night there. Some 250 Sandhills were at L. Helena Sept. 23 for the highest number ever there (BK). Young cranes were reported in the Helena Valley during the summer (IV). An aggregation of 120 appeared between Townsend and Teston, MT, Oct. 8 (GB, SB), and an increase was reported for the Twin Bridges, MT, area (NS). Carey, ID, reported five (DJ) and Jordan Valley, OR, three (AL). One at Banners Ferry was noteworthy (RDC). Sandhills in Grays L. valley, ID, started flocking by mid-July, a month earlier than normal, and peaked at 3194 Sept. 6 (RD). Of the 12 Whooping Crane eggs shipped to Grays L. from Canada, 10 hatched, but only two survived to fledging, the lowest production since surveys were started in 1969. Blame was placed on the drought-caused scarcity of food. The seven adult and two imm Whoopers had migrated by Sept 28 (RD). One made a rare appearance at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R Aug 25 (JB).

PLOVERS,TO MURRELETS -- Black-bellied Plovers and the scarcer Lesser Golden-Plovers moved through the Region in small numbers, except for the Pocatello vicinity, where the former peaked at 115 and the latter at eight (CHT). Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake, OR, still had 44 Snowy Plovers Sept 2 for the only report (CCa). Single Semipalmated Plovers appeared at the Coeur d'Alene R. (ES, SHS) and at Bend (TC), and two were sighted at John Day Fossil Beds, OR (PS). A very few were in the American Falls Res. vicinity (CHT) and at Deer Flat N.W.R. (DT). American Avocets peaked at 1252 at Springfield Bottoms Aug. 5 (BJ) for the only report. An Upland Sandpiper was sighted Aug. 20 at Reardan, WA, a very unusual spot for this species, which is rare in the Region (JA). The only Whimbrel reported was one at Summer L. Sept. 23 (CM). Malheur N.W.R. had a Marbled Godwit Aug. 24 (SF). Four Ruddy Turnstones were observed at Columbia N.W.R. Sept. 1-6 (WRR), and Blackfoot Res., Caribou, ID, had two Aug. 16 (RD). A Red Knot appeared near Aberdeen, ID, in early August (DB). Deer Flat N.W.R. had three Sanderlings Sept. 13 (DT); American Falls Res., two, Sept. 23 (CHT); and Reardan, two, Sept. 13 (JA) Mann's L., Lewiston, had eight Sept. 17 (MK, LP, CV) Two were near Sisters, OR, Aug. 5 for the 3rd county record (LR) Kamloops had a big 20 Sanderlings, Sept. 17-18 (SR). A rare sighting at Kamloops, BC, was of a juv. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Sept. 18 (ph. RH). Also very unusual was a Stilt Sandpiper there Sept. 4 (SR). The species made a very poor showing at Reardan with only one seen Sept. 4-5 (JA). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Reardan Sept. 18 was a decided rarity (JA, JW) A Short-billed Dowitcher at Fortine Aug. 25 was apparently the latilong's first (WW). A Red Phalarope appeared at the Walla Walla R. delta, Wallula, WA, Aug. 16 for one of only about 6 records for the area (TG). Flathead L., MT, had a Long-tailed Jaeger Sept. 30 IDH) The large Franklin's Gull colony at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. had its 2nd consecutive year of reproductive failure owing to the drought, but the birds at Malheur N.W.R. found alternative nesting areas. A real rarity was a 2nd-winter Heermann's Gull at Klamath Falls, OR, Oct. 18 (LLe). A Mew Gull appeared at Lewiston Nov. 25-26 (LL, DP, JP). Lake Chinook, Jefferson, OR, had two Herring Gulls Nov. 6-12 (TC, CM, LR). Two Mew Gulls and a 3rd-year Glaucous-winged Gull appeared at Kamloops Aug. 28 (SR). One of the latter was found along the Columbia, R., Sherman, OR, Oct. 13 (CM), and a Glaucous Gull appeared at McNary Dam Wildlife Area, Umatilla, OR, Nov. 5 (PM, LW). Notable were single Sabine's Gulls at Summer Lake W.M.A., OR (MA, CM); at Bend (CM); at Pine Hollow Res., Wasco, OR; near Sisters (LR); and at Reardan (JA, JW) Caspian Terns apparently did not nest at Malheur N.W.R. because low water levels exposed their nesting sites, but a few young birds did appear in the area. An adult and two imm birds were sighted at Lewiston, Sept. 1 (LL), and one was there Sept. 9 (MK, LP, CV). Over 50 were foraging in the N Potholes area Aug. 29 along with more than 300 Forster's Terns (RF). One appeared at Mann's L., Lewiston, Aug 19 (C.B.). Common Tern numbers peaked at 100 near American Falls Res. Bend had two Com. Terns Sept. 19, and four were at Wickiup Res. west of La Pine Sept. 28 (CM). Extraordinary was an Ancient Murrelet on the Columbia R. at Vantage, WA, Oct. 31 (MD).

OWLS TO HUMMINGBIRDS -- An injured Com. Barn-Owl was found in the Rathdrum, ID, vicinity for the latilong's first (JM). Unusual were single birds in Blalock Canyon south of Blalock, OR (PS), and at Vantage, WA (RHu). Flammulated Owls were found in the Missoula, MT, vicinity, where they are believed to be breeding (PLW); at Coeur d'Alene (GH); and at Blewett Pass west of Wenatchee, WA (MO). The only Snowy Owl reported was one at Grays Lake N.W.R. Nov. 13 (RD). Revelstoke, BC, had two N. Hawk-Owls Oct. 20 (MB). Two Barred Owls were found in the Blue Mts. of n.c. Oregon Oct. 29 (JJ, PS, BWi, TW), and one visited a residential yard in the Spokane Valley Oct. 9 (ph. BMi, THR). A Great Gray Owl with a begging young was observed at Island Park, ID, Sept. 16 (BW), and one was found in Wallowa, OR Nov. 5 (DM). At Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. the birds were seen regularly (JB). One was near Kamloops Oct. 21 (MB, RH), and one was sighted north of Fortine Aug. 10 (fide WW). Single Boreal Owl sightings in Kittitas and Okanogan, WA, extended the species' known range to the Cascade Mts. (EH, CM, DG, AS, SS). One was reported in n.w. Wallowa, OR (DHe, PS). A N. Saw-whet Owl was at Malheur Hq. Oct. 14 (CDL). One was found dead in Bend Nov. 20 (FV) and another at Deschutes S.P., Sherman, OR, Nov. 12 (DA). A road-injured one was picked up at Priest L., ID, for rehabilitation (fide SHS). Two White-throated Swifts were at Maupin, OR, where they are rare, Aug. 7 (DLu, VT). An imm. Anna's Hummingbird appeared at a feeder at Silver L. Ranger Station, Lake, OR, Sept. 5-14 (SS). At Bend the birds were last seen Nov. 22, an all-time late date there (TC). An adult-plumaged male showed up at a feeder north of Spokane in October and was still there Dec. 14 (JA). A Broad-tailed Hummingbird was sighted east of Mitchell, OR, Aug. 20 (PS).

WOODPECKERS TO WARBLERS -- Single Red-breasted Sapsuckers appeared in La Pine (HH) and near Bly, OR (PM, LW). A Red-breasted and a Red-breasted x Red-naped hybrid were sighted at Frenchglen, OR, Sept. 22 along with three Red-napeds and a female Williamson's Sapsucker (CDL). Malheur N.W.R. had a "Yellow-shafted" N. Flicker Sept. 16 (PS et al.), and one was seen on Steptoe Butte, Whitman, WA, Sept. 24 (MK). An albino Barn Swallow was seen at Fortine, where a brood of albino young was raised 2 years ago (WW). A Blue Jay sighted at Grant Cr. northwest of Missoula in October reportedly had been there for 13 months (JD). A Scrub Jay in Lyle, WA, Nov. 12, made for a rare sighting there (DLu, VT). A much-displaced Yellow-billed Magpie (escaped from captivity?) was identified along the Spokane R. west of Coeur d'Alene, ID, Sept. 22 (EB, RB). A vagrant Bewick's Wren was sighted near Tygh Valley, OR, Aug. 7 (DL, VT). A Winter Wren at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. Oct. 15 provided a latilong first (JB). A Veery sighting at Malheur N.W.R. was decidedly unusual (AC). Three Gray Catbirds were sighted in Richland Aug. 4 for the 2nd sighting there after 17 years (REW). Malheur Hq. had a N. Mockingbird Oct. 10 (SF), and two appeared west of Helena Sept. 10 (JS). A carefully described bird thought to be an imm. Yellow Wagtail, was observed near Bonners Ferry Sept. 5 (RDC). (This would be a first for Idaho and for the Region, but the identification is difficult and there are almost no records south of Alaska.) A flock of Bohemian Waxwings at Fortine Nov. 13 provided Weydemeyer's latest arrival date there. No other reports of the species were received. Malheur N.W.R. had a visit from a Tennessee Warbler Sept. 16-17 (TC, JG, DS). A very late Orange-crowned Warbler was sighted at Ft. Walla Walla Natural Area, WA, Nov. 23 (MD). Fields, OR, hosted a Virginia's Warbler Sept. 15 (fide TC). Single Chestnut-sided Warblers were sighted at Malheur Hq. Sept. 8 (MSm) and at Frenchglen Sept. 29-Oct. 2 (JJ, SJ). The Black-throated Blue Warbler is "becoming a regular autumn migrant" in s.e. Oregon (CDL). Single Birds were sighted at 2 places on Malheur N.W.R. (RH, MK, PS, CV) and at Frenchglen (JJ, SJ) and Fields (MS) between Sept. 16 and Oct. 16. 
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Shown is a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Frenchglen, Oregon, October 1, 1988.  Photograph / Tom Crabtree
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Shown is a Bay-breasted Warbler at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Oregon, September 17, 1988.  Photograph / Tom Crabtree.

At Malheur N.W.R. two Black-throated Gray Warblers appeared Sept. 15 (MK) and one, Oct. 22 (LR); a Bay-breasted Warbler was there in mid-September (TC, JG, DS) and a Blackpoll Warbler Sept. 3-4 (JJ). Frenchglen had a Black-and-white Warbler Sept. 24. Mullan Rd. between Missoula and French-glen, MT, had an Ovenbird Oct. 13 (DH). Malheur had one Sept.3-4 (JJ, SJ) and a N. Waterthrush the day before (Si). The Davenport, WA, cemetery was visited by a N. Waterthrush Sept. 17 (JA). A Canada Warbler was at Malheur N.W.R. for Oregon's 2nd record (ph. JJ, JC, JuC).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES -- A bright male Summer Tanager was at Malheur N.W.R. Sept. 30 (MSm). Central Oregon's 2nd record of Clay-colored Sparrow was provided by a bird near La Pine Oct. 29 (HH). A Lark Bunting appeared along Hwy 23, n.w. Whitman, WA, Aug. 213 (DP, JP). Richland had a Swamp Sparrow Nov. 30 (REW). A very few White-throated Sparrows were reported from s. Idaho, e. Oregon, and e. Washington. The only Golden-crowned Sparrow sighting was at Bruneau Dunes S.P. Oct. 16 (ST). Two Harris' Sparrows were banded at Pocatello in early October (JJe). At least 20 Lapland Longspurs accompanied Horned Larks at Banks L., Grant, WA, Oct. 23 (JA), and one appeared at Fortine Nov. 12 (WW). Two Rusty Blackbirds fed with Brewer's Blackbirds at Kamloops Nov. 26 (RH). Reardan hosted a Com. Grackle Aug. 21 (BW). Rosy Finches were wintering on cliffs near Discovery S.P. southeast of Boise (DJ). Three "Black" Rosy Finches were sighted in Swan Valley, Bonneville, ID (MC, FK). Pine Grosbeaks were sighted in the Little Belt Mts. north of White Sulphur Springs, MT (LM); in the Blue Mts., n.c. OR (PS,T W); and at Squaw Springs C.G., n.w. Wallowa, OR (PS). Two Purple Finches were sighted at Bend Sept. 16 (TC, DS), and at Tumalo S.P., north of Bend Sept. 10 (CM). A female was sighted at Malheur Hq. Oct. 16 (SSu). A male Cassin's Finch at Richland Nov. 30 was unusual (REW). Twenty White-winged Crossbills appeared Oct. 24 in Rattlesnake Cr. valley north of Missoula (PLW). 
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Lesser Goldfinches have been regular at Pocatello since their first breeding record there this summer (CHT). Page Springs had a male Sept. 15-16 (MK, PS, CV), and one was reported at Reardan Aug. 12 (MH). 

ADDENDA -- An imm. Little Blue Heron photographed at Sandpoint Oct. 31, 1986, was n. Idaho's first and the state's 2nd (NB, PRS). A Band-tailed Pigeon was observed at Coeur d'Alene L. Apr. 28-30, 1988 (HA, LC, BM, MM). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was sighted May 25, 1988, at Elkhorn C.G. south of Unity, s. OR (CC, MC). Over 100 Bobolinks were found along the road between Hereford and Bridgeport, OR, May 23, 1988, for what is probably the largest population of the species in the state (CC, MC). A Com. Grackle was identified at Bonners Ferry May 22, 1988 (RDC). 
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Autumn Migration, 1988

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION  
/ Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.
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When the storm fronts came in off the North Pacific in late fall, it was hard to remember that this Region was in a long-term drought situation. November of 1988 in Seattle was wetter than any November in 24 years, which brought the reservoirs back up to almost full. Precipitation for the remainder of the season was well below the long-term averages.   

ABBREVIATIONS -- Q.C. Is. = Queen Charlotte Islands BC; S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R., OR; V.I. = Vancouver Island, BC. Place names in italics are counties.

LOONS TO FRIGATEBIRDS -- Thirty Com. Loons were gathered Oct. 29 at their recently-discovered stopover on Timothy L. in the Oregon Cascades (DL, DA). Hundreds were noted moving S Nov. 12 along the coast at Boiler Bay (PMu, LW) and Cape Arano (LT), OR. The first of the usual five Yellow-billed Loons were on schedule Oct. 7-12 in C. Saanich, V.I. (R. Kluake) and Oct. 14-30 near Port Gamble, WA (KA, m.ob.). Another seen Oct. 29 on L. Meares, near Tillamook, OR (RG et al.), was the farthest south. A Pied-billed Grebe was north of its usual range to Masset, Q.C. Is., Sept. 24 and later (MHe, ph.). An ad Pied-billed was found on a nest with eggs Nov. 3 in Jericho Park, Vancouver, BC, and was seen the next day with two downy young (Herb Hope). Sixty Red-necked Grebes were back to Island View Beach, c. Saanich, V.I., by Aug. 4 (WW); 150 were there Oct. 2 (J & RS). First reports from coastal Oregon were Oct. 26-30 at Tillamook (CR) and Bandon (LT). A flock of 57 Eared Grebes seen Nov. 11 on Diamond L., just n. of Crater Lake N.P., was by far the largest seen there in years (DFi). Two adult W. Grebes with two young birds riding on their backs were seen Sept. 14 at Reifel I., Delta, BC (WW). A Clark's Grebe studied Nov. 6-16 at Stanley Park (†DT, †BK et al.) furnished only the 3rd record for the Vancouver, BC, area. Six Clark's were noted in w. Oregon: two on the coast, two near Portland, and two on Timothy L. near Mt. Hood. Reports were received from 10 pelagic trips: 7 out of Westport, WA, Aug. 13-Oct. 8 (TW), and others out of Coos Bay, OR, Sept. 11, and Garibaldi, OR, Sept. 17 & 18. Black-footed Albatrosses were found in the usual numbers. A Laysan Albatross was noted Oct. i & 4 about 70-90 km off the west coast of V.I. (KM). The 6 trips out of Westport in August and September noted a total of only 10 N. Fulmars. On Oct. 8 about 135 were seen on that route. The next highest count was of 10 seen in the Juan de Fuca Strait Nov. 6 (KT et al.). The 226 Pink-footed Shearwaters seen Aug. 20 off Westport and 50 w. of Florence, OR, Sept. 3 (TT, fide DFa) were lower counts than usual. The latest reported were 20 seen from shore at Boiler Bay, OR, Nov. 12 (PMu, LW). Seven Flesh-footed Shearwaters were noted, a usual number, Aug. 13-Oct. 8 out of Westport. The 448 Buller's Shearwaters counted Sept. 12 out of Westport were more than last year's high count. Also, 150 Buller's were noted off Garibaldi, OR, Sept. 17 (JJ), 230 were still off Westport Oct. 8 (TW), and an amazing 200 were seen from shore at Boiler Bay Oct. 15 (PMu, LW). The usual token few Short-tailed Shearwaters were seen among the hordes of Sooties, with one photographed at close range Sept. 12 off Westport (George Gerdts et al.) and another seen there Oct. 8 (TW). One was at the Ocean Shores, WA, jetty Oct. 2 (Richard Johnston). Then in November singles were noted at Ocean Shores (in hand--†BM) and at Cape Arago, OR (LT), four were at Cape Meares, OR (PP) and the S.J.C.R. (PP), and up to 15 were at Boiler Bay (Tom Love, PP, JG et al.). Short-taileds have been shown to be the more expected dark shearwater inshore in late fall, here. However, it must be noted that all but two of these were reported without details, and many seabird experts consider underwing pattern to be insufficient to separate Short-taileds from Sooties. Counts of 706 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels Aug. 13 off Westport and 812 there Sept. 12 continued the pattern of high fall counts since 1985 Eight Leach's Storm-Petrels seen from shore at Boiler Bay, OR, Nov 6 were unusual (JG, NL, John Kempe). A single Am. White Pelican with a blue wing tag was seen repeatedly Sept. 1-30 at successively more southerly locations along Puget Sound. Presumably the bird was from the Stum L., BC, colony, which is due north. Fifty Am. White Pelicans stopped over during September on Hyatt L., e. Jackson, OR (Ray Skibby). High counts of Brown Pelicans were down slightly from last year to 1100+ at Tillamook Bay Aug 24 (HN, est. to be 25% adult, 25% first-year, and 50% 2nd or 3rd year) and 600 at Ocean Shores, WA, Sept. 17 (Ken Brown, RTh). The count at Ocean Shores was reduced to only four birds present Sept. 24 (RTh) after the passage of a cold front The latest reported were near Long Beach, WA, Oct. 28 (fide WC) and at Boiler Bay and Cape Arago, OR, Nov. 12 (PMu, LW, LT). A Magnificent Frigatebird appeared over Tacoma, WA, Oct. 7-8 (†Walt Adams, †Jeff Zimmerman) for only the 2nd state record. It then stayed Oct. 11-17 around Pt. No Point, Kitsap (†Vic Nelson, ph., m.ob.). Presumably the same bird was seen Oct. 22 at the Copalis R. mouth on the outer coast (†Jim Cubbage, Lea Mitchell), Oct. 29 at Tokeland (BM et al. ), and Oct. 31 on a piling on the Astoria bridge over the Columbia R. (AR).

EGRETS TO PTARMIGAN -- About 32 Great Egrets were reported in Washington this season, from 5 locations. Twenty of these were at Ridgefield N.W.R. Aug. 25 (MHi) with fewer present later. One reached Richmond, BC, Nov. 19-27 (N. Smith, T. Currie et al.). Three Snowy Egrets were along the Oregon coast, and a lone Cattle Egret was at Drift Creek, Lincoln, OR, Nov. 19 (JJ, NL). An imm. Black-crowned Night Heron arrived early at Ocean Shores Aug. 6 and an adult was nearby at Hoquiam Aug. 12 (both MC). One to two others were at White City, OR, Aug. 25 (Otis Swisher), in Langley, BC, Aug. 30 (Ken Summers), and at Siletz Key, on the Oregon coast s. of Lincoln City, Sept. 4 (RG, BT). The first of six adults returned to the Reifel I., BC, roost Sept. 14 (WW). The first returning Tundra Swans were noted Oct. 27 on Tillamook Bay, OR (R. Lowe, fide DFa), and Oct. 29 in the Oregon Cascades on Timothy L. near Mt. Hood (DL, DA) and at Breitenbush L. near Santiam Pass (F. Schrock). Nine Trumpeter Swans were south to near Monmouth, OR, Nov. 15 and later (RG, BB et al.) and one was nearby at Finley N.W.R Nov 20 (M & EE, T & AM)..Daily censuses at Reifel I., BC, showed that 3000 Snow Geese arrived Oct. 8 and 10,000 were there Oct. 17 and later (JI). Single Ross' Geese were found Oct 5 at the Hoquiam sewage ponds for the 6th record for w. Washington (R. & F. Carlson, ph.) and Nov. 4-22 near Tillamook, OR (CR, HN). Among the many teal and N. Shovelers at the Nehalem sewage ponds Sept. 17 there was also a male Garganey (†JJ, ph. NL) for the first record for Oregon. The bird stayed to at least Sept. 20 (†DL, †PMu, †JG, †SH, M & EE, m.ob.). The N. Shoveler count at the Nehalem ponds peaked at 600 on Oct. 5 (HN) and 500 were on the Monmouth, OR, ponds Sept. 19-20 (RG) for the season’s high counts. The first returning Eur. Wigeon were somewhat later than usual: Sept. 24 at Beach Grove, Delta, BC (G. Ansell, BL) and Oct. 9 at Siletz Bay, OR (JJ) Reports were widespread as usual thereafter. Returning Canvasbacks were first noted Oct. 11 at Nehalem Bay, OR (DI, fide HN), Oct. 17 at Kent, WA (Jan Wiggers) and Saanich, V.I. (DFr), and Oct. 21 at Masset, Q.C. Is. (MHe) The 30+ Redheads, 800+ Lesser Scaup, 150 Com. Goldeneyes, and 1000 Buffleheads, on Diamond L., OR, Nov. 11 were the largest concentrations reported for each (DFi). Three of the four 
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Oldsquaws reported from Oregon this fall were found on sewage ponds, at Nehalem, Brownsville, and Cannon Beach About 200 Barrow's Goldeneyes were gathered on Nov. 11 on Diamond L. (DFi) and a relatively low count of 791 Barrow's was made Nov. 26 on Capitol L. in Olympia, WA (G. & W. Hoge). The count of 950 Turkey Vultures during September-October in the Medford-Ashland, OR, area was lower than usual (fide ES). Juvenile Black-shouldered Kites were noted at the Raymond, WA, airport (m.ob.) and the Nehalem meadows, OR (DI, Tom Crabtree) through the season, and near Cathlamet, WA, Sept. 18 (Ruth Taylor). Single kites appeared on the Nisqually N.W.R. (J. Stewart, J. Davis et al.), along Hylebos Creek, Pierce (R. Vimont, fide TB), and on the Ridgefield N.W.R. (MHi) to add to increasing numbers of Washington records. About 32 were reported from 14 Oregon locations. Accipiter reports totaled 71 Sharp-shinneds and 70 Cooper's, quite a bit lower than usual. The normal number of 25 N Goshawk sightings included one identified from a belly feather found in a Corvallis parking lot (John Bull--Am. Mus. Nat Hist.)! An injured imm Red-shouldered Hawk was found almost dead near Cathlamet, WA, Sept. 9 (R. Vetter, A. Clark) for the 2nd record and first specimen for the state (now #42969 at the U.W. Burke Museum). Another imm Red-shouldered was north to the Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, OR, Sept. 20 (SH), and adults were at Newport, OR, Oct. 30 (R. & J. Krabbe, fide ME) and Cape Meares Nov. 26 (V. Teale). A Rough-legged Hawk seen closely Nov. 26-29 at Delkatla Sanctuary, Masset, was the first for the Q.C. Is. (Kathleen Fry, (†MHe). The 91 sightings of Merlins and 53 of Peregrines were spread as usual through the season. A pair of Merlins was observed together Sept. 27 near the Toketee R.S., Douglas, OR (DFi) A Peregrine over South Sister Aug. 27 (I. & S. Bachhuber) and one over Toketee R.S. Nov. 12 (DFi), both in the Oregon Cascades, were the only reports away from the coasts. Single Gyrfalcons were noted in Delta, BC, and on the Samish flats and at Ocean Shores, WA. A Prairie Falcon was seen in the Coast Range of s. British Columbia (Frank Walker), and eight were in the Cascades of Washington and Oregon from late August to early October. Then from late October on, one was on the flats of Delta, BC, for only the 2nd Vancouver area record (†BLJ, †BK, m.ob.) and another was on the Samish flats, WA (P. DeBruyn, B. Gaussoin, fide TW). A female and six imm Rock Ptarmigan were found this season on Mt. Steele just n.w. of Vancouver, BC (fide DK). A female was seen Aug. 12 nearby on Mt. Strachan (F. McLeod, †L. Taylor). These are the southernmost known breeding locations for the species. Interestingly, these mountains have no convincing record of White-tailed Ptarmigan (fide DK), which is regular 100 mi to the east at Manning P.P.

SHOREBIRDS -- The peak of the Black-bellied Plover migration was marked by counts of 3000 on Boundary Bay, BC, Aug 26-Sept. 13 (MPr, Mike Denny), 500 at Tillamook Aug. 31 (JE, HN), and 2500 at Ocean Shores Sept. 13 (EH). About 251 Lesser Golden-Plovers were reported, 18% as dominica, 29% as fulva, and 53% not specified. The latest dominica were Sept 24-27 at Delta and Victoria, BC, and Ocean Shores, WA; the latest fulva were Sept. 29 at Victoria, Oct. 26 at Ft. Flagler, WA, Nov. 13 at Delta, BC, and Nov. 24 at Siletz Bay, OR. Single Am. Avocets, scarce visitors to the Region, were found Aug. 27 in N. Vancouver, BC (K. Bell), Aug. 28 near Brownsville, Linn, OR (JJ, JG), and Sept. 15-18 and Oct. 12 on Sauvie I., OR (JJ, DI). Gatherings of 100 Lesser Yellowlegs at Reifel I., BC, Aug. 23 (JI), 60 at the Kent ponds, WA, Aug. 30-31 (MS), and 50 at the S.J.C.R. Aug. 3 (JE) were the high counts. A possible Wood Sandpiper was observed at Tokeland, WA, Oct. 9 (†Ken Brunner, ph., †MS). The excellent description and blurred photographs are being examined elsewhere. It would be a first Regional record. The tally of 23 Solitary Sandpipers continued the trend of the last 3 years, being in much higher numbers than in the previous decade. Two at Reifel I., BC, Aug. 8-10 (JI) and two at Sauvie, I., OR, Aug. 26 (Bill Shelmerdine) were the only non-solitary sightings. Three Willets were farther n.w. than usual at the Courtenay, V.I., sewage ponds Oct. 8 (N. Winchester, K. Nelson). A Long-billed Curlew stopped at Sauvie I., OR, Aug. 25 for the first Multnomah record (JJ, D. Bailey). Twenty Long-billeds were at their wintering site at Tokeland, WA, Sept. 4 and later (Scott Ray, m.ob.). Single Hudsonian Godwits were noted Aug. 16-20 at Beach Grove, Delta, BC (MPr et al.), Aug. 31 at the S.J.C.R. for the 8th record for Oregon (†MPa), and Oct. 2 at 112th St. on Boundary Bay, BC (BK). A winter-plumaged Bar-tailed Godwit (L. I. baueri), believed to be a female based on bill length, stayed Sept. 10-Oct. 11 at Tokeland, WA (Tulley Hammill, †PWM--finally, †HW, m.ob.) for the 19th state record. Marbled Godwit numbers at Tokeland reached 160-190 Sept. 12 and later (HW, m.ob.). Single Marbleds were noteworthy at Sauvie I. Aug. 20-25 (JJ) and on Boundary Bay, BC, Sept. 25 (RTo). Sixty Ruddy Turnstones on Dungeness Bay, WA, Aug. 2 (DS) and 30 at Bandon, OR, the same day (TB) were the high counts. About 50 Red Knots were reported. Eight at Ocean Shores Aug. 24 (E. Peaslee) and 10 at Bandon Aug. 28 (JJ) were the high counts. The only Sanderling noted away from the coast was a juvenile at Morgan L., near Salem, OR, Aug. 30- 31 for the 2nd Polk record (RG). Very large numbers of Semipalmated Sandpipers were again found on the Iona I., BC, sewage ponds. About 168 juveniles were there Aug. 1 and 120 were counted Aug. 5 (both MPr). Elsewhere six at Crockett L., Whidbey I., WA, Aug. 7-21 (BS, Fred Bird), and four or more at the S.J.C.R. during August (HN) were the high counts Several reports of Rufous-necked Stints either had no details or were not convincing. Ten thousand W. Sandpipers were at Iona I. Aug. 1 (MPr) and 15,000 were at the n. end of Camano I., WA, Aug. 14 (RTh). Numbers dropped after that with 800 on Boundary Bay Oct. 1 (WW, DK, Jim Tucker), and 400 at Tillamook, OR, Oct. 5 (HN) being late concentrations. As usual, Least Sandpipers favored the Oregon coast. Counts of 800-1000 were at Tillamook Aug. 10-Sept. 13 (HN) and 500 were at Siletz Bay during September (JE, DI). The passage of Baird's and Pectoral sandpipers appeared normal. About 33 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were noted. Eight were at Reifel I., BC, Oct. 1-2 (WW, DK et al.) and three were at Ocean Shores Sept. 25 (MC). The five in Oregon were present Sept. 7-28, and one at the Aberdeen, WA, sludge ponds Oct. 16 with 200 Pectorals was the latest (†HW). The arrival of Rock Sandpipers in British Columbia and Washington was on schedule in late October. Only 15 Stilt Sandpipers were found, many fewer than usual. Two were in Oregon at Sauvie I. Sept. 3 (JJ, NL), two were at Masset, Q.C. Is., Sept. 24 (†MHe), two were in Washington, and the remainder were in the Vancouver, BC, area, Aug. 10-Sept. 22. At least 20 Buff-breasted Sandpipers were reported, more than in most recent years. From Sept. 7-28 there were almost daily sightings at the end of 72nd St. on Boundary Bay in Delta, BC. The high count there was of seven Sept. 16-22 (BK, MPr). One at Clatsop Beach, OR, Oct. 17 was the latest ever for Oregon by about 2 weeks (BO, ph.). Only four Ruffs were noted; three in the Vancouver, BC, area Aug. 5 & 7 and Sept. 22, and one in Victoria Aug. 30. These were fewer than the average of 9/ year for the preceding decade. Several hundred Red Phalaropes were noted on the August and September pelagic trips out of Westport (TW). In early November the first big storm of the season blew them inshore in many locations, mostly in w. Oregon. Two hundred were in Coos Bay Nov. 6 (SH, LT), 85 were counted in the Tillamook area Nov. 4-8 (CR), and 60 were in the harbor at Ilwaco, WA, Nov. 11 (Jeff Skriletz). Inland sightings included one to two Nov. 3-4 at Toketee L. in the Oregon Cascades (DFi), 19 on the Sheridan, OR, ponds Nov. 4-10 (BT, JG et al.), and one to three at the Monmouth, OR, ponds (RG), near Finley N.W.R., 
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OR (ME), and at Steigerwald L, Clark, WA (Fred Zeillemaker), Nov 6-11

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS -- The August-September trips out of Westport found only seven Pomarine Jaegers each, many fewer than usual (TW). Interestingly, the counts of Long-tailed Jaeger on these trips were much higher than usual, with 100 seen Aug. 20 and an exciting 193 there Aug. 27. One juv. Long-tailed was seen just off San Juan I., WA, Aug. 24 (TW, †DP). Five S. Polar Skuas were seen off Westport Aug. 20-Sept. 12 (TW), one was 18 mi off Florence, OR, Sept. 9 (TT, fide DFa), and another was 40-90 km off western V.I. Oct. 1-4 (KM). About 50 Franklin's Gulls were reported; as usual, all were immatures. Eight at Jericho Park, Vancouver, BC, Aug. 18 (RTo) and five at the Kent, WA, ponds Sept. 17 (Tom Weir, R. & P. Sullivan) were the high counts. At least three ad Little Gulls were present on Puget Sound, as single birds were seen at Oak Bay, V.I. (Jeff Gaskin, KT), Pt. Roberts (†BL, R. Chaundy), and Seattle (Dale Herder), all Sept. 10. Single adults were sighted in Seattle and Everett on 6 other dates, Sept. 6-Oct. 4, and at Saanich, V.I., Aug. 27 (Mike McGrenere) and Salt Spring I., BC, Oct. 30 (DFr). A Common Black-headed Gull appeared Nov. 3-7 in Vancouver, BC (†RC, †MPr, W. Campbell, D. Huggard) for only the 2nd record for that area. All three of these species associate with flocks of Bonaparte's Gulls, of which the high counts were 2000 at Beach Grove, Delta, BC, Oct. 10 (BL) and 3000 at Pt. No Point, Kitsap, WA, Oct. 22 (RT). By early November almost all the Bonaparte's had left the Region. The only Glaucous Gulls noted were a 2nd-year bird at Masset, Q.C. Is., Sept. 24 (MHe) and a first year bird at Boiler Bay, OR, Nov. 10 (CR). High counts of Com. Terns were of 2500 at Oak Bay, V.I., Aug. 25 (RS) and 600 in Vancouver, BC, Sept. 6 (MP). Late Arctic Terns were noted Sept. 25 at the Nehalem sewage ponds, OR (†M & EE, T & AM), Sept. 27 in Vancouver, BC (MPr), and a juvenile Oct. 10-14 in Edmonds, WA (†TH, John Townsend, KA). The latter sighting was near the location of the southernmost breeding outpost of the species. A few Ancient Murrelets were about Gonzales Pt., Victoria, V.I., on the early dates of Sept. 29 and later (RS). One crashed into a tree and was found dead Nov. 11 at the Marblemount R.S., Skagit, WA, about 40 mi inland from Puget Sound (Gary Mason, fide Bob Kuntz, *U.W. Burke Museum). Two Xantus' Murrelets were noted Aug. 26 about 130 km off the w. coast of V.I. (KM). Another Xantus' Murrelet was observed Oct. 31 about 60 km off V.I. (48º 22' x 125º 51', or 85 km due w. of Cape Flattery, WA) on a Canadian Wildlife Service survey (†MB). A Parakeet Auklet was seen Oct. 27 by MB on the same C.W.S. survey about 120 km off V.I. (48º 19' x 127º 10'). Fewer Cassin's Auklets were found than last year. Pelagic trips off Westport in September and October found only a few dozen each, and just one to two were seen off Garibaldi, OR, Sept. 17-18 (JJ, BO).

PIGEONS TO SWALLOWS -- A flock of 100 Band-tailed Pigeons at Thornton Creek, near Newport, OR, Oct. 14 was "somewhat late" (DFa). The only Snowy Owl reported was at 72nd St. on Boundary Bay, Delta, BC, Nov. 13 and later (L. Esralson, m.ob.). The 34 N. Pygmy-Owls reported was a high count, but only a very few were lowland sightings. The 13 Barred Owl reports were all from southern V.I., the Vancouver, BC, area, and Whatcom, WA. A Great Gray Owl was seen Aug. 19 on the Toketee R.D., e. Douglas, OR (D. Knutsen, fide DFi). Three Great Grays were noted at their usual haunts in e. Jackson, OR (M. Moore, T. Corman). One wonders about the likely fledgling success of a Com. Nighthawk flushed Aug. 15 from a nest with 2 eggs on Sidney I., BC (J & RS). Flocks of 50 Black Swifts were noted Sept. 2 in Cypress P.P., BC (DT) and Sept. 18 at Courtenay, V.I. (K. & N. Morton), and two were seen Sept. 26 over Toketee L., OR (DFi), where they are rarely-seen migrants. Thousands of Vaux's Swifts were migrating S over Bellingham, WA, Sept 20 (TW), 200 roosted in the chimney of the Majestic Theatre in Corvallis, OR, Sept. 24 (the Cromacks), and the last ones noted were in Medford, OR, Sept. 27 (M. Bell, fide ES). A Costa's Hummingbird was present from early November on at a Coos Bay feeder (Nancy Prince, m.ob.) for the first record for Coos and the 9th for w. Oregon. An increase in reports of Black-backed Woodpeckers in the Oregon Cascades included one to two near Serene L., Black Crater at McKenzie Pass, Davis L., Crescent L., 7 sites on the Toketee R.D, and on Mt. McLoughlin. Seven "Yellow-shafted" N. Flickers and several other hybrid flickers were noted throughout the Region. Pileated Woodpeckers are seldom commented on here, but with the usual 54+ reports in hand from throughout the Region, they are doing well. Latest flycatcher sightings were: Olive-sided, Aug. 21, Reifel I., BC (JI) and Sept. 17 on San Juan I., WA (EH); W. Wood-Pewee, Sept. 10 on Tatoosh I., WA (HW), Sept. 16 in Vancouver, BC (RC), and Sept. 24 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., OR (S. Keightley); Willow Flycatcher, Sept. 16 at Toketee R.S. (DFi) and Oct. 3 in Harbor, Curry, OR (RE, AB, GL); Hammond's, Sept. 25 at Pt. Roberts, WA (Tom Hanrahan, BL); and Western, Sept. 15 at Eugene, OR (SH). A Least Flycatcher was reported from the S.J.C.R. with no details. A W. Kingbird was west to Jordan River, V.I., Sept. 18 (KT), and an E. Kingbird was at Ecola S.P., Cannon Beach, OR, Aug. 29 (Jan Kapan, fide HN) Seven Tree Swallows lingered at Reifel I., BC, until Oct 27 (H. & JM), with one still there Nov. 11 (JI). A flock of 500 Violet-green Swallows over Toketee L., OR, Oct. 10 was late (DFi). About 44+ Bank Swallows were noted. These high numbers have become usual in the last few years. One at the Nehalem sewage ponds, OR, Sept. 25 (EE, TM) was the latest A Cliff Swallow at Sauvie I. Nov. 20 provided the first November record for Oregon (JG, JJ, DP). More than 300 Barn Swallows were still present Sept. 13-14 at Tillamook, OR (HN), and at Steigerwald L., Clark, WA (WC). Five in Portland Nov 12 (JJ) and six at Reifel I., BC, Nov. 22 (JI) were the last lingerers noted.

JAYS TO CBOSSBILLS -- A Scrub Jay was west to Grays River, Wahkiakum, WA, Oct. 26 (Bob Pyle, fide AR) for one day only. Single Rock Wrens were noted Nov. 13-20 in a quarry at Yaquina Head, OR (JJ, K. Liska) and Nov. 29-Dec 1 along the breakwater at Wreck Beach, Vancouver, BC (M Gebauer, †MPr). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was in heavy Ceanothus brush near the Toketee R.S., OR, Aug. 12 (DFi). This is north of its usual range in Josephine and Jackson. A stray Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen Nov. 10-12 along Thomas Creek, e. of Scio, Linn, OR (Pat Waldron, M & EE, ph.). Another was reported from the S.J.C.R. with no details. On Oct. 1 an imm. Northern Wheatear was seen in a field near the entrance to Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR (†Hendrik Herlyn) for only the 2nd record for the state. A Wrentit was a little farther north than usual in the Willamette Valley at Baskett Slough N.W.R. Aug. 5 (BB). Single N. Mockingbirds were seen Aug. 2 at Lena L., at 1750' on the e. slope of the Olympic Mts., Wash. (MC) and Oct. 2 at Siletz Key, n. Lincoln, OR (PP, fide DFa), A Brown Thrasher was seen Oct. 13 on the n. shore of Orcas I., WA (†E. & T. Norwood) for only the 2nd documented record for the state. An imm. White/Black-backed Wagtail was seen briefly Sept. 11 at Jordan River, V.I. (KT). The first N. Shrikes arrived on schedule Oct. 2 in Delta, BC (CG), Oct. 4 on Sauvie I., OR (DI), and Oct. 6 near Sequim, WA (SS). A Loggerhead Shrike found Oct. 23 in Redmond (†James West) furnished the 2nd fall record for w. Washington Single Solitary Vireos at Jericho Park, Vancouver, BC, Sept 25 (RC) and at Comox, V.I., Oct. 5 (Brent Diakow) were very late, as were single Warbling Vireos in Vancouver, BC, Sept 27 & 30 (BL, BK). A male Black-throated Blue Warbler seen closely Nov. 3 at Ruby Beach, Jefferson, WA (†Marcus Roening) provided the first record for the state. Single Magnolia Warblers were seen Sept. 10 at the S.J.C.R. (†JG) for the 3rd 
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w. Oregon record, and Oct. 4 on Protection I. WA (†Suzanne Sterling) for the 5th w. Washington record. all in the span Sept. 8-Oct. 21. A Black-and-white Warbler was seen Aug. 20 in W. Vancouver, BC (†Audrey Viken). A Blackpoll Warbler well-described Sept. 15 at the Fern Ridge Res., Eugene (†SH) furnished about the 4th record for w. Oregon. An ad male Am. Redstart at the Montlake fill, Seattle, Aug. 26-28 (KA, †TH, BS) provided the first King record. Female-plumaged Am. Redstarts were on Tatoosh I., WA, Sept. 9 (HW) and on Foster's I., Seattle, Oct. 25-26 (KA, RTh). Another Am. Redstart was at the S.J.C.R. Sept. 4 (JG, NL, D. Rogers). Fourteen Palm Warblers were reported. Four at Harbor, Curry, Oct. 3 (RE, AB. GL) were the earliest of the nine along the Oregon coast. Single Palms were north to Ucluelet, V.I., Oct. 9 (Mike Force, Peter Hamel et al.) and Jordan River, V.I., Oct. 10 (KT). Four N. Waterthrushes were found at coastal locations: Reifel I. Aug. 26 (JI), near Cape Perpetua, s. Lincoln, OR, Sept. 5 (JE), Langford, V.I., Sept. 5 (B. Whittington), and Astoria, OR, Oct. 2 (MPa). A Clay-colored Sparrow was at Harbor, OR, Oct. 3 (†RE, AB, GL). Single Brewer's Sparrows, rare in the Region, were at the Diamond L. sewage ponds, OR, Aug. 10 (†DFi) and at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Aug. 29 (SH). A stray Lark Sparrow was on Tatoosh I., WA, Sept. 8-10 (†HW). Six Swamp Sparrows were noted in Oregon, with the earliest found Oct. 14 at Plat I Res., Roseburg (†DFi). Others were in Delta, BC, Oct. 22 (†BL), W. Saanich, V.I., Oct. 28 (B. Begg), and Jordan River, V.I., Oct. 29 (KT). The 21 White-throated Sparrows reported made a normal number; 16 were in Oregon, three in Olympia, WA, and two on V.I. The first of these were not found until Oct. 1, at Dallas, OR (RG) and Jordan River, V.I. (KT). Only two Harris' Sparrows were found, one Nov. 16 at Toketee R.S., OR (DFi) and another Nov. 22-26 in Sechelt, BC (Jean Whittaker). A Rusty Blackbird was noteworthy in Delta, BC, Oct. 23-27 (†CG, H & JM). A Com. Grackle in C. Saanich Nov. 12-23 provided the 2nd record for the southern V.I. area (J. & G. Anderson, J & RS). Red Crossbills were widely reported on V.I. and around Puget Sound and were "plentiful" on the n. Olympic Peninsula (D & SS), but were unreported from w. Oregon.
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The Winter Season, 1989-1990

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

Winter in the Region continued the drought of summer and the mostly dry autumn. December was decidedly dry and somewhat cooler than normal. January continued the dry trend in most localities but was abnormally warm. February brought the big surprise, with the season's coldest temperatures, well below zero in many areas. Precipitation conditions varied from dry to wet. Mild conditions during most of the season allowed many a semi-hardy species to linger and even to winter. The deep freeze of February closed much water habitat, drove out water birds or caused their shifting to open water, and delayed the arrival of some early spring migrants. Opinions differed as to the effects of the frigid weather, probably in part because of the great diversity existing in such a large Region. A good many observers did mention that bird numbers were down. Mild conditions may have enabled birds to remain dispersed but the severe February weather did not seem to reverse the situation. In general observers reported few or no northern and mountain visitors, which presumably found weather and food supply favorable nearer their breeding grounds. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Malheur = Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Princeton, OR.

LOONS TO HERONS -- Hayden L., ID, had a Pacific Loon Jan. 19-20 (PH). Vernon, BC, was treated to two Yellow-billed Loons Dec. 18 (fide RRH). Also there in late January were 200 Horned Grebes, a large number (PR). Notable were a few Red-necked Grebes on the Wenatchee, WA, CBC; on L. Chelan, WA (KB, VB); at Walla Walla, WA (SM, TS): and on Coeur D'Alene L., ID (JP, DP). Two W. Grebes were sighted on L. McDonald, Glacier N.P., MT, Jan. 20 (DT). Up to 22 Am. White Pelicans were noted wintering in the Pasco, WA, area and a few did so in the American Falls, ID, vicinity. A few at Malheur, OR, appeared unable to fly and all died, apparently owing to starvation. Double-crested Cormorants wintered in the Pasco area. Some 250 congregated below Ice Harbor Dam on the Snake R. e. of Pasco Feb. 5 (MD). One was sighted at Coeur d'Alene L. Dec. 10 (LT) and Jan. 7 (SHS e! al.), and another was at Chelan Falls, WA, Feb. 19 (EH, S.A.S.). An Am. Bittern was seen on several days in January at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, WA (WRR). Rocky Coulee just n. of Moses Lake, WA, had a Great Egret for apparently the Columbia Basin's first winter record (SJ). Single Cattle Egrets were noted along Frenchman Hills Wasteway, Grant, WA (GS), and near George, WA (TL), in November. Over 100 wintering Black-crowned Night-Herons were sighted at Hagerman N.W.R., Hagerman, ID, Jan. 26 (B & CW, CHT), and more than 25 were at Moses L. Jan. 12 (RF). The species wintered in some numbers in the Pasco area (HH, REW). One was seen at Malheur Dec. 19 for one of the few winter records there (CDL). 

WATERFOWL -- Two Tundra Swans on the Wenatchee R. at Leavenworth, WA, were unusual (PC), as were a few near Thorp, WA (AS, m.ob.). The Kamloops-Okanagan Valley, BC, area reported 403 Tundra Swans Jan. 8 and the Kamloops 
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S Thompson R. area had 116 Trumpeter Swans that day for the largest wintering population yet recorded there (RRH) Highest count of Trumpeters for the winter at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, MT, was 397 (JB). Over 450 were counted at Harriman S.P. near Island Park, ID. After Henrys Fork of the Snake R. there froze over because of lack of water, 34 Trumpeters were found dead (JS). Three Trumpeters were believed to have wintered at L. Helena in Montana (BK, GH) and 30+ swans at Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla, OR, were believed to be of this species (SM, TS). Most of Malheur's Trumpeters left in December but 33 were counted Jan. 6. Waterfowl at Columbia N.W.R. peaked the 2nd week of December, when about 100,000 were counted on Royal Lake. Canada Geese numbered 40,000 at Saddle Mountain N.W.R., w of Othello, Dec. 7. Freezing waters late in the winter drove most of the waterfowl from these refuges to the Columbia R. Noteworthy were single Greater White-fronted Geese at Kamloops Dec. 18 (RRH); at Vernon, BC, all winter (PR); at Richland, WA, Dec. 6; on McNary N.W.R., Burbank, WA, Feb. 5 & 9 (MD, MLD, REW); and at Enterprise, OR, Jan. 8 (PS). Singles of the species also appeared at Bend, OR (TC), and Wasco, OR (PM, LW). One identified as the large "Tule" race was at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Feb. 5 (MD). A few N. Pintail wintered at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, MT, and on the Kootenai R. at Bonners Ferry, ID. Single Eur. Wigeons appeared at Lewiston, ID, and in Oregon at Bend, Summer L., and Mosier. One male wintered at Walla Walla and another was at Cold Springs N.W.R., Hermiston, OR, Feb. 25. A male Harlequin Duck along the Clark Fork R. w. of Missoula, MT, most of the winter (PLW, m.ob.) and a female on the Bitterroot R. n. of Hamilton, MT (WRG, CFM), reportedly made the latilong's first winter sightings. Likewise a male on Shuswap L., Salmon Arm, BC, furnished that area's first winter record (RRH). Sightings of single Oldsquaw were made at Summer L. (MA, CM) and at Haystack Res., Madras, OR (TC, LR); on Hayden L., ID (WH, JP, DP, CV); and on the Columbia R. near Wenatchee, WA (MH). Haystack Res. had an imm. Surf Scorer Dec. 31 (TC, CM, LR). Two White-winged Scoters were sighted on the Bruneau, ID, CBC (AL), and the species was found on the Snake R. near Grandview, ID. One appeared at Summer Lake W.M.A., OR (MA), and one was found dead at Orondo, WA (GB, FW). A male Red-breasted Merganser was at the Hood R. mouth, OR, in mid-January (DA, PM, LW), and another was at Lewiston, ID, Dec. 3 (JP, DP). 

VULTURES TO GULLS -- A remarkable winter record, if correct, was of seven Turkey Vultures soaring over Moses Coulee n. of Quincy, WA, Jan. 7 (RD, fide RF). An Osprey seen Feb 9 at Lyons Ferry Fish Hatchery, Perry, WA, apparently over-wintered there (MD, MLD). Bald Eagle numbers were especially good in c. Washington. A wing-tagged female Bald Eagle wintered for at least the 3rd year on the Salmon R. n. of Challis, ID (LHa), and an imm. bird tagged at Glacier N.P. in 1988 was sighted at Kettle Falls, WA, Jan. 6 (RF). A Ferruginous Hawk near Touchet, WA, Feb. 5 was meticulously described (MD, MLD, SM). A sighting of two was near Waitsburg, WA, Dec. 15 (CSe, CSw). Malheur had an imm. Ferruginous Dec. 1 & 19 (SF) Totals for falcon sightings were: Am. Kestrel, many; Merlin, 12+; Peregrine, 4; Gyrfalcon, 12; and Prairie, 9+. Wild Turkeys numbered 15 at Lost Prairie, 3 mi n.w. of Flora, OR, Jan. 8 (PS), and up to nine were seen in the Black Butte area n.w. of Sisters, OR (LR). A few were found in the Alpowa Cr. vicinity w. of Clarkston, WA (DES, RM). Two Virginia Rails were located at a marsh at Mabton, WA, Mar. 2 (BR, GR) and one was at a marsh 4 mi w. of Joseph, OR, Dec. 18 (MK, LL, PS). Eight Sandhill Cranes were sighted along the Payette R. near Letha, ID, Dec. 5 (CS). Sandhills at Malheur were first seen Feb. 24, a late date, possibly because of cold, snowy conditions between there and California wintering areas. They were unreported elsewhere. Two Greater Yellowlegs were noted at West Pond, Lewiston, Jan 21 (JP, DP) and at Swallows Park, Clarkston, the next day (WH, CV). Four were found along the Umatilla R. in n. Oregon Jan. 2 (DHe, SM, ASk). A W. Sandpiper and a Least Sandpiper were found along the Snake R. near Eagle Rock, s.w. of American Falls, ID, Jan. 14 & 16 (CHT, DS). The Yakima R. delta, Richland, had 12 of the latter species along with seven Dunlin and one Long-billed Dowitcher Feb. 27 (REW). A Pectoral Sandpiper in the Burton-Nakusp area of s.e. British Columbia made the first winter record there (GD), and four Dunlin wintered at Kamloops, surviving -30ºC weather (RRH). Among wintering gulls at Richland a Mew Gull appeared Dec. 19 and Jan. 29 (REW). The chief concentrations of Herring Gulls were at Richland, and at Libby Dam upriver from Libby, MT, where 50+, along with a Ring-billed and a California Gull, fed on fish injured passing through turbines (MSw) A winter sighting of a California Gull at L. Billy Chinook w of Madras, OR, was noteworthy, as was one on Mirror Pond, Bend. Unusual were single Herring Gulls at Chief Joseph Dam, Bridgeport, WA, Feb. 19 (EH, S.A.S.), Moses L. Feb. 27 (BR, GR), and Summer Lake W.M.A. in late February (AA, MA, SS). Richland had 5 sightings of single Thayer's Gulls, very rare there (REW). An ad W. Gull photographed at L. Ewana, Klamath Falls, OR, Jan. 14 was a real rarity (RE, SS). A Glaucous-winged sighted at Malheur Dec. 19 was the refuge's first, and likely the first for s.e. Oregon (AMH, MS). Kamloops had three Glaucous-winged Gulls, and Vernon had one in December (RRH). A first-winter Glaucous-winged (an adult), and an imm Glaucous Gull were sighted Jan. 7 at the Coeur d'Alene landfill (WH, CV, DP, JP, ES, SHS). A first-winter Glaucous at the Polson, MT, dump Jan. 15 was apparently a latilong first (DH, DT), and one, supposedly a latilong first, was reported without details in the Kalispell, MT, area (fide PLW). One ad Glaucous appeared at the Yakima R. delta Jan. 29 (REW) and one was at Lower Monumental Dam s. of Kahlotus, WA, Jan. 28 (MD). A photographed and well-documented Great Black-backed Gull at Kamloops, BC, made the province's first inland record (RRH, SR, SRa, confirmed by Earl Godfrey).

OWLS TO FLYCATCHERS -- Common Barn-Owls frequented a marsh unit at Columbia N.W.R. in January (WRR) and one flushed from a canal bank s. of Quincy, WA, Jan. 11 (JT). The birds appeared to be holding their own in the Walla Walla area. One barn-owl on Michaud Flats n. of Pocatello, ID, made Trost's first sighting in years. In January two N Hawk-Owls were found at Williams L., BC, and one was at Vernon Jan. 20 (fide RRH). A Burrowing Owl was sighted near Quincy Jan. 11 (JT), and one at Winchester, WA, Jan. 25 was using a burrow through snow into an unoccupied rabbit's den (DC). A Barred Owl visited Lewiston Dec. 20-21 (MSc, LS, C.B.) and another appeared in Pullman, WA, Jan. 13 (JP, DP) Single Great Gray Owls were reported on 3 occasions in February in the Kamloops area (TGo, RRH) and one was found dead under an electrical transformer s.w. of Bridgeport, WA, Jan. 29 (MHa). One near Helena Jan. 20 was the latilong's overdue first (BN). Northern Saw-whet Owls were commonly seen at Kootenai N.W.R. (LN). One Saw-whet was found at Sun Mt. Lodge near Winthrop, WA (GG, EH, S.A.S.); one stayed at Walla Walla, and another was sighted near Waitsburg, WA (MD); one appeared near a Boise, ID, feeder Dec. 10 (JSm), and one was sighted s.w. of Meridian, ID, Feb. 5 (ESp) Some others of the species did not fare so well, for one was found dead at Richland (REW), one was killed by a car m Ellensburg (GC), and two were found dead along the road in Cloverdale, OR (LR). Two Anna's Hummingbirds at Kamloops Dec. 23-25 (RRH) and one in Hood River Jan. 1-14 (DA) furnished the species' only reports. Twelve Lewis' Woodpeckers were found in their 
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usual nesting areas among the oaks e of Goldendale, WA, Mar 2 (BR,G R) Vernon's Red-breasted Sapsucker Jan 8 made the Okanagan Valley's 5th record (CG). Another was in Madras Feb. 2 (DHi, HHi). A male Williamson’s Sapsucker at L. Chatcolet w. of St. Maries, ID, Dec. 27 may have furnished the state's first winter record (SHS, KS, CS, KS). White-headed Woodpeckers were present at Bald Butte, 20 mi w.n.w. of Burns, OR, Feb. 20 (CC). A Say's Phoebe was sighted near Letha, ID, Dec. 16 (CS), and another was along the Snake R. above Buffalo Rapids s. of Lewiston Jan. 14 (C.B.). Otherwise the species was noted arriving Feb. 24-28 from c. Oregon to the Okanagan of British Columbia. 

JAYS TO WARRLERS -- Pinyon Jays were seen on Sage Hen Summit, 9 mi w. of Burns, Dec. 17. The species apparently occurs regularly in this general area in winter (LH, fide CDL). Clark's Nutcrackers numbering 100+ were feeding from ponderosa pine cones near Conconully, WA, Dec. 17 (RF). An unusually high number of the species wintered around Helena (GH). A Chestnut-backed Chickadee, rare e. of the Cascades in Oregon, was sighted at Tumalo Mt. w. of Bend Feb. 11 (CM). The species wintered in some numbers at feeders at Walla Walla. Two late Rock Wrens were found at Frenchglen Dec. 18 (CDL), and one in Webber Canyon s. of Benton City, WA, Jan. 25 supposedly wintered (REW). At least three Canyon Wrens wintered in the vicinity of Perma, MT (DSt, DT et al.). A few Bewick's Wrens were seen in the Asotin vicinity Dec. 3 (C.B.) and Jan. 28 (MK, OM), and at Moscow, ID, Dec. 17 (JP, DP). Malheur had its 2nd winter record of W. Bluebird when one appeared near Frenchglen Dec. 18 (CDL). Twenty of this species were sighted at Kendrick, ID, Jan. 11 (CCo). A few Mt. Bluebirds wintered in the Pocatello area. Most remarkable was a report of Swainson's Thrush at Sorrento, BC, Dec. 20 for the area's first winter sighting (RRH). Hermit Thrushes wintered in normal numbers in the Richland area, e g., three were seen at the Yakima R. delta Jan. 6 (REW), and one appeared at Walla Walla Feb. 4 (SM). One feeding on ice covered Benson Pond, Malheur, supplied the refuge's first winter record (AMH, CDL). One was at Washington State University's research station s. of Orondo, WA, Feb. 5 and another appeared near Pocatello Dec. 17 (JT, VT). Kamloops was visited by a N. Mockingbird Feb. 27 (EM). By far the largest concentrations of Bohemian Waxwings were reported at Kamloops and Penticton, few or none appearing south of the border until February. About 1000 were counted from Orondo to L. Chelan, WA, Feb. 19-20. Elsewhere numbers were relatively sparse. None was reported from Idaho and only very few from w. Montana. Only a sparse scattering of Cedar Waxwings was reported except for 653 on the Blitzen Valley, OR, CBC and 100 at the Tricities Jan. 22 (AS). Spokane's CBC counted 37 N. Shrikes--the 33-year average is 10. The species was little mentioned elsewhere. Six Loggerhead Shrikes were present near Frenchglen Dec. 18, and a northbound migrant appeared at Malheur Field Station Feb. 24 (CDL). One was sighted near Cloverdale, OR, Jan. 15 (LR) and one appeared w. of Walla Walla Dec. 11 (HW). Four were counted Dec. 23 on the Bruneau, ID, CBC (AL). An Orange-crowned Warbler at Sorrento, BC, Dec. 20 made the first interior winter record for the province (RRH). One was sighted at Richland Dec. 17, and two at Pasco Dec. 18 and Jan. 11 (REW). In Idaho one appeared in Boise Dec. 23 (AL) and one was along the Portneuf R. near Pocatello Dec. 18 (DTa). Lone Yellow-rumped Warblers put in appearances at Oliver, Vernon, and Kamloops (first winter records there) in January (DB, PR, RRH). Lewiston had one Dec. 10 and Clarkston found 10 on Dec. 20 (JP, DP). At Dixon, MT, two appeared Dec. 9 (DT), and one was sighted at Wenatchee Feb. 2 (JT). 

SPARROWS TO BLACKBIRDS -- Remarkable was a Chipping Sparrow at a Missoula feeder Dec. 18-Jan. 13, after which it disappeared, probably caught by a N. Pygmy-Owl (DT) Moses L. had a Savannah Sparrow Feb 18 for the only report (EH, S.A.S.) Single Fox Sparrows were reported from Oliver Dec. 28 (fide RRH) and at a Leavenworth feeder (fide RF), and three were on the Wenatchee CBC. A very late Lincoln's Sparrow was near the Portneuf R. Dec. 17 (JTi, VT) The only White-throated Sparrows reported were at the trout farm n. of Pocatello Dec. 17 (fide CHT) and at Ft. Boise W.M.A, Canyon, ID (AL). In addition to the usual wintering White-crowned Sparrows in e. Washington and Oregon, a few Golden-crowneds were noted: three at Richland Dec. 2 and one Jan. 17 (REW), and one at Parker, WA, Mar. 2 (BR, GR) A few Harris' Sparrows were noted in s. Idaho, e. Oregon and Washington, and s. interior British Columbia, One in Bend was the first reported there since 1977 (fide TC). Another was seen in Wasco, OR, Jan. 21 (PM, LW). Snow Buntings were almost completely absent. Single Lapland Longspurs were noted near Mansfield, WA, Jan. 26 (DW) and at Hart L., Hart Mt. National Antelope Ref., OR, Dec. 31 (MA, AA). A few Yellow-headed Blackbirds wintered near Othello (WRR) and one was sighted at McNary N.W.R. Feb. 5 (MD, MLD). A few Yellow-headeds were wintering with other blackbirds, including a few Brown-headed Cowbirds, near a cattle feedlot outside of Jerome, ID (CW, CHT). Two Rusty Blackbirds stayed in Kamloops Dec. 1-31 (SR, RRH), and one was at Oliver Dec. 28-Feb. 26 (DB). Walla Walla College farm was visited by one Dec. 30 (KK). A Brown-headed Cowbird was sighted in Vernon in mid-February (PR) and three appeared in the Oliver area Jan. 15 (DB). Several were found with other blackbirds near Warden, WA, Mar. 1 (BR, GR).

FINCHES – A well-described photographed Brambling visited a Vernon, BC, feeder Feb. 2 & 12 (fide PR). Three male Purple Finches were present in Lakeview Feb. 10-17 (MA, AA), and five females were carefully identified near Waterville, WA, Feb. 5 (AS). The species was reported near Hayden L., ID (KBo, RCB), and at Thompson L. near Harrison, ID (IWN). Cassin's Finch numbers were high in the Missoula area during the February sub-zero weather. They also showed high, even record-breaking, winter numbers in the Penticton- Vaseux, BC, area and at Spokane, Walla Walla, Cle Elum, and the Leavenworth-L. Wenatchee area, Washington. A few Purple Finches were believed to be mixed with them at Leavenworth. Red Crossbill sightings were sparse, the most impressive being of 300 in the s. Okanagan, BC, in late December. The Loup Loup summit area w. of Okanogan, WA, had "many" Feb. 11 (AS). A single Red Crossbill at Umatilla Dec. 28 was notable (TG). Common Redpoll sightings were very meager, although 370 were counted in the Shuswap L area, BC. American Goldfinches, which winter at Helena only about one year in 10, frequented a feeder there Dec. 27-Feb 27 (ASc). The largest concentrations of Evening Grosbeaks appeared at Prince George and Williams L., BC, in the Spokane area, and at Helena. At the latter locality, hundreds, along with many House Sparrows, were found dead in December, mostly in the vicinity of feeders. Investigation ruled out pesticide or herbicide-treated seed, but Salmonella poisoning was indicated for the House Sparrows.

CORRIGENDA -- In AB 42:464, line 26 of the 2nd column should read "A female Red-breasted Merganser at the Yakima R. mouth ...", not an Oldsquaw. The photo of a male Hooded Oriole, AB 42:372, was taken by Bob Gabriel, not Tom Crabtree.   

OBSERVERS CITED (subregional editors in boldface) – Dave Anderson, Anne & Merle Archie, Janissa Balcomb, Canyon Birders (C.B.), Karen Bordens (KBo), R. C. Bordens, George Brady, Doug Brown, Ken & Val Brunner, Chris Carey (CC), Debbie Carnevali, Patricia Clark, Collette Cozort (CCo), Tom Crabtree, Grant Craig, Gary Davidson, Mike & Merry Lynn Denny, Ray Duff, Ray Ekstrom, Sharon Freshman, Ron Friesz, George Gerdts, Win. R. Good, Trevor Goward (TGo), Tony Greager, Carl Gruener, Lucinda Haggas (LHa), Marc Hallet (MHa), Larry Hammond (LH), Winnie Hepburn, David Herr (DHe), Dorothy Hillis (DHi), Howard Hillis (HHi), Mike Hiner (MH), Denver Holt (DH), George Holton, 
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Ann Marie Housley, R.R. Howie, Peg Hughes, Eugene Hunn, Holly Hutsell (HH), Steve Jackson, Bert Jahn, Ken Knittie, Merlene Koliner, Bob Krepps, AI Larson, Louise LaVoie, C.D. Littlefield, Tracy Lloyd, Eric McAlary, Opal Mcintyre, Christian F. Miller, Craig Miller, Rudy Miniutti, Pat Muller, Shirley Muse, Larry Napier, John W. Nigh, Betsy Nordell, Jeff & Deanna Palmer, Wm. R. Radke, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Phil Ranson, Sandy Rathbone (SRa), Lou Rems, Syd Roberts (SR), Tom Scribner, Murray Schumaker (MSc), Linda Schumaker, Ann Scofield (ASc), Carolyn Seachris (CSe), Seattle Audubon Society (S.A.S.), Connie Sherer (CSh), Aaron Skirvin (ASk). Mrs. D.E. Smith (DES), Jack Smith (JSm), Mark Smith (MS), Jeff Snyder (JS), Elmer Specht (ESp), Gretchen Steel, Dan Stephens (DS), Andy Stepniewski (AS), Esther Stewart (ES), John Stewart (JSt), Don Stoecher (DSt), Shirley H. Sturts, Keith, Carrie, & Kim Sturts, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Charlie Swanson (CSw), Marjorie Swanson (MSw), Colleen Sweeney (CS), Jerry Tangren (JT), Dan Taylor (DTa), Larry Thieman, Joel Tinsley (JTi), Van Truan, C.H. Trost, Dave Truchel (DT), Carole Vande Voorde, Bill & Cheryl Webb, Linda Welland, Herb Wilson, Fred Wiltse, R.E. Woodley, David Wright, Philip L. Wright. 

The Winter Season 1989-1990

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bill Tweit

The winter of 1988-1989 in the Pacific Northwest was marked by two extraordinary occurrences: a major oil spill and a major freeze. Some 231,000 gallons of oil were spilled when an oil barge collided with its tug at the mouth of the Grays Harbor estuary on the Washington coast on December 22nd. Oil and oiled birds washed up on beaches from northern Oregon to mid Vancouver Island. Alcids appeared to be the hardest hit. Counts of salvaged specimens from the Washington coast were received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (JAt) and the Burke Museum at the University of Washington (DP), and are cited below. These counts do not include birds recovered from Oregon or British Columbia beaches, or even all of the Washington beaches. Many victims of the spill probably never washed ashore. The freeze, caused by the very strong Arctic high pressure system that moved south in the first week of February, brought snow and record low temperatures, winds and severe wind-chill factors to all parts of the Region, except southernmost Oregon. In southern Puget Sound, fairly thick ice formed on salt water. Observers reported Western Grebes and dabbling ducks frozen into the ice on salt water as well as fresh water areas, and loons and grebes trapped in narrow leads of open water among the ice. Five species of falcons could be found at one location in one day on the Samish River flats, in northern Puget Sound, Skagit County, Washington. The raptor populations wintering in this area and the nearby Skagit River flats were censused this winter for the first time using a Christmas Bird Count format, coordinated by Bud Anderson of the Falcon Research Group. The results, which are incorporated in this report, are not comparable with previous years as there had been no previous censuses of this type. Hopefully this survey will continue. The last two winters have been notable for the magnitude of reports of lingering species; this winter represented a return to more expected levels even before the big freeze. The report from Victoria, Vancouver Island, was not received for inclusion in this column.
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ABBREVIATIONS – S.F.W.R.C. = Skagit Flats Winter Raptor Census, WA, S.J.C.R. = South Jetty of the Columbia R, OR, V.I. = Vancouver Island, BC. Place names in italics are counties.

LOONS TO EGRETS -- As happened last winter, Red-throated Loons were found in unusual numbers on inland waters, with nine reports along the Columbia R. (HN, Denise Caldwell) and birds at Salem (Glen Lindeman) and Forest Grove, OR (Joe Evanich). Two Pacific Loons wintered inland at Forest Grove (VT, Donna Lusthoff) and there was one sighting on the Columbia R. at Portland (11). Eleven Red-throated, 50 Pacific, and three Common loons were part of the known oil spill mortality (DP, JAt). The six Yellow-billed Loon reports were below the long-term average, but not for the recent past. There was one from Oregon, off Manzanita, Tillamook, Feb. 5 (Durrel Kapan), and two Washington reports on Feb. 4 at Seattle (Keith Carpenter) and Feb. 11 at Point Roberts (Mark Oberle, Gerald Poynter). During December, singles were noted in British Columbia in the lower Fraser R. on Dec. 4 (Brian Self) and throughout the month at Stanley Park, Vancouver (Mike Toochin et al.). The only January report was of a bird at Saltspring I. in the Gulf Islands, BC, on the 21st (RTo et al.). Five Horned, six Red-necked, and 820 Western grebes were part of the reported oil spill mortality (DP, JAt). 

S.A.
Winter identification of Clark's Grebes from W. Grebes has become a major problem in the Vancouver area. A significant number of the Clark's Grebe reports in this area may be erroneousI.t seems that even though the two species are readily identifiable in breeding plumage, there are a few "intermediate" individuals in winter showing head patterns between typical Western and typical Clark's. Some of these have been called Clark's by some observers, Western by others, and hybrids (?) by still others. The identification literature offers little help, either failing to describe seasonal variation in plumage, or implying that there is none. More research is needed! (WW)


There were 6 reports of apparently two Clark's Grebes from the Vancouver area. The one report substantiated by details from West Vancouver Dec. 16 (BK) described a bird in a plumage similar to breeding plumage. Six birds were noted, none with details, from Oregon: two found oiled at Cannon Beach, Clatsop, Jan. 13 (fide HN), one at Tillamook Bay Feb. 26 (RG), one on the lower Coos River Jan. 22 (LT), and inland singles at N. Portland Jan. 29 (JJ) and Foster Res., Linn, Feb. 19 (LW, PMu). There are still no locales in the Region where Clark's can be expected. Some 78 N. Fulmars, one Sooty and 28 Short-tailed shearwaters, and two Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels (DP, JAt) were among the reported victims of the oil spill. Otherwise, there were 3 reports of live Short-tailed Shearwaters along the Oregon coast in December (David Irons, Tim Shelmerdine, Gerard Lillie), and 100+ were seen off Bandon Jan. 8 (DF). One Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel was found dead at the S.J.C.R. Jan. 25 (MP). These were average numbers of live tubenose sightings for the Region. The only report of Brown Pelican was of one (unaged) on Puget Sound in Pierce from Jan. 1 to Feb.4 (fide TB); record numbers were found during the winter of 1987-1988. One Double-crested, seven Brandt's, and five Pelagic cormorants were salvaged from the oil spill (DP, JAt). Double-crested Cormorants are showing increasing numbers in Marion in the Willamette Valley (BB). The number of Great Egrets reported this fall was lower than usual, and wintering numbers were also lower. One lingered until Dec. 11 in the lower Fraser R., BC (BL), for the 3rd winter record for the area. There were only 2 Washington reports (G & WH, AR), down from 7 and 5 the previous two winters. As usual, large numbers were found only along the southern Oregon coast (DF). After only one report this fall, unexpected numbers of Cattle Egrets were found during December and early January There were two in s.w. Washington (Ruth McCausland, AR) and four from the n.w. Oregon coast (MP, BTi, SJ, TS). The latest and farthest north was one Jan. 7 at Delta, BC (BL). At least two Green-backed Herons were present until Jan. 15 in the Vancouver, BC, area (B & PS, George Smith, BK), where they are casual in winter.

WATERFOWL -- Tundra Swan numbers seemed to be reduced in n.w. Oregon (HN). Up to 1000 Snow Geese wintered on Sauvie I., OR (HN). This is the only locale in the Region where wintering numbers this large are found, other than the river deltas of n. Puget Sound and the lower Georgia Strait. Four Ross' Geese were seen with the Sauvie I. Snow Geese on Feb. 28 (FIN); they are rare in western Oregon. Five Emperor Geese were reported from the s. Oregon coast (JG, LT, John Crocker) and one was at Quamichan L. on V.I. (WW). The Regional average for the last few years has been about six. The 16 reports of Eur. Green-winged Teal, including 7 from Oregon, 3 from Washington, and 6 from the Vancouver, BC, area, were twice the recent average. Two Green-winged Teal were among the oil spill victims (DP), and they and N. Shovelers were found frozen in the ice when the freeze hit n Oregon (BB). The 'summer' teal are appearing more often in winter in the Pacific Northwest. Blue-winged Teal, which are very rare in winter, were found in Washington on Dec. 3 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark (Nancy Ellifrit, fide WC) and Dec 31 at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston (BSc, fide TB), and in Oregon on Sauvie I. Feb. 11 (Sheri Erickson) and at Beaverton, Washington, Feb. 24 and later (Stefan Blair). Cinnamon Teal, now reported annually, were found in exceptional numbers. Three wintered until Jan. 15 at Reifel I., BC (JI). In Washington, a pair was at Nisqually N.W.R. throughout December (BSc, fide TB). In Oregon, 34 individuals were reported, including 24 wintering at the Astoria Sewage Ponds, Clatsop (MP). With these numbers, it becomes difficult to sort out the first migrants. In western Oregon, Green-winged Teal, Mallard, and N. Pintail were all in good to excellent numbers (FIN, DF) before the freeze. The only effect of the freeze appeared to be that they concentrated on the remaining open fresh water. In Washington, where there was little open fresh water, the numbers of Mallards and Am. Wigeon on Puget Sound increased greatly (VN). An imm. male Tufted Duck was noted at Blackie Spit, Surrey, BC, Jan. 29 (Tom Hanrahan, RTo). An ad male Tufted was on Orcas I., WA, from Jan. 1 (Andy Stepnewski) to Jan. 29. A first-winter male was at the Monmouth Sewage Ponds, Polk, from Jan. 2 on (RG), and a male was on the lower Columbia R. near Svenson, Clatsop, OR, from Jan. 25 on (MP). This is the usual number of reports of this species. The hybrid male Tufted Duck x scaup reappeared in Seattle on Jan. 8 for its 3rd winter (Ruth Taylor, EH). A King Eider seen at Dungeness Spit, Clallam, Dec. 27 (†MK) furnished the 13th report for Washington. Diving duck specimens salvaged from the oil spill included one Greater Scaup, one Harlequin Duck, and one Oldsquaw; 28 Black, 135 Surf, and 685 White-winged scoters; and 10 Bufflehead These White-winged Scoters represented almost 9% of the specimens received. The preponderance of White-wingeds over Surf Scoters in the mortality is surprising, as White-wingeds were not thought to be that much more abundant than Surfs in the affected areas.   

RAPTORS -- There were four reports of wintering Turkey Vultures, which is about average. Two were seen in the San Juan Is., WA (Ward Beecher, ML), and two more in Oregon, near Lebanon, Linn (Jeff Harding, fide ME) and at the Yachats River, Lincoln (Ethel Reed, fide DFa). Four Osprey reports from western Oregon (Annie Briggs, Bob Hanauska, Bob O'Brien) and one from Olympia, WA (B & GR) were also about 
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average Nineteen Black-shouldered Kites were reported from s w. Washington, with the farthest north being a pair at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston (Verna Timm). Last winter's 16 reports had been the highest ever for the state, and 12 the winter before that also set a record. In Oregon there were at least 58 kites noted, not including CBC totals. Kites seemed to be even more numerous than usual along the coast (HN, DF, SH). Bald Eagle numbers along the Oregon coast were at normal levels, or a bit above (HN). In Washington, 200 were counted along one stretch of the Nooksack R., Whatcom, Jan. 6 (Doug Dobbyns, fide TW). Normally, only 250 winter in the watershed. With 269 censused, Bald Eagle was the most common raptor in the S.F.W.R.C. (BA). Northern Harrier was a distant third on the S.F.W.R.C., with 93 reported (BA). There were good numbers of harriers this winter in w. Oregon (HN). The 40 reports of Sharp-shinned Hawk, 37 of Cooper's Hawk, and 7 of N. Goshawk were all well below the usual number of reports for each species. Cooper's numbers were thought to be unusually low in w. Oregon this winter (HN, JJ). At least 14 reports of Red-shouldered Hawks from s.w. Oregon this winter, including two north to the Fern Ridge Res. area, Lane, Dec. 3 (SH, ME, TM), was two more than last winter's record number. They were reported north to Coos on the coast, and in the interior from Jackson, Josephine, and Douglas. Red-tailed Hawk was the 2nd most common raptor on the S.F.W.R.C.; 228 were counted, of which five were identified as harlanii (BA). It was a good winter for Rough-legged Hawks. Seventy-two were counted on the S.F.W.R.C. (BA), and numbers were reported south to the Willamette Valley (HN). Fifty Merlin reports (in addition to the five from the S.F.W.R.C.) and 35 Peregrine reports (with an additional five from the S.F.W.R.C.) were both well below recent years' totals. Gyrfalcons and Prairie Falcons, however, were both in average numbers. There were four Gyrs in n.w. Washington, three sightings in the Vancouver area, and one along the Oregon coast at Cape Meares, Tillamook (Nick Lethaby). Four Prairies were reported from n.w. Washington, one wintered in the Vancouver, BC, area (m.ob.) for the 2nd record for that area, and seven were reported from the w. Oregon interior.   

RAILS TO SANDPIPERS -- The Sora reports included one Jan. 7 at Reifel I., BC (†JL), where they are very rare in winter, and two on the Oregon coast where they are regular in winter (JG, MP, LT). Three Sandhill Cranes remained until Dec. 24 at Delta, BC (JL, Rick Toochin), well north of their usual wintering area along the Columbia R. The O.D.F.W. winter shorebird survey found 39 Snowy Plovers on Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, Jan. 7 (Joe Pesek, fide ME), the highest winter count ever for this location. After the big freeze, counts from this spot ranged from zero (CR) to four later in the month (RG). Counts of Semipalmated Plovers along the Washington coast were lower than those of the last 2 winters, but one at Iona I., BC, Feb. 4 (†Martin Gebauer) furnished the 5th or 6th winter record for the Vancouver area. During the early February freeze, HN noted a high mortality of Killdeer on the Oregon outer coast. No Greater Yellowlegs were reported in the Vancouver area after the freeze (fide DK); up to 24 had been reported immediately prior. Willets were noted only at their usual wintering locations: Port Angeles (SS) and Willapa Bay (BS) in Washington and Yaquina Bay (Laimons Osis) in Oregon. A Whimbrel wintering at Surrey, BC (†WW et al.) for the 2nd winter record in the Vancouver area also disappeared at the end of January, just before the freeze. Elsewhere, Whimbrels wintered only at their usual locations: three at Port Angeles (BT) and one at Tokeland on Willapa Bay (G & WH). The flock of wintering large shorebirds at Tokeland included 20 Longbilled Curlew and 150 Marbled Godwits (TB). This is the only locale in the Region where either species winters in numbers. There were 10 reports of Ruddy Turnstone, fewer than last winter but still more than normal. There were three reports of Red Knots. One at Delta, BC, Dec. 10 (†BL) provided the 3rd winter record for the Vancouver, BC, area; the other two had no details. Small numbers of Least Sandpipers were reported north to the Vancouver, BC, area, about as usual Western Sandpipers were almost unreported, except from the Vancouver area where up to 93 were seen in December (fide DK). There was only one report after that, indicating they may have left the area. Flocks of Long-billed Dowitchers were noted before and after the freeze, from Vancouver, BC, south. Red Phalaropes did not appear onshore in numbers: two were at Ocean Shores, WA, Dec. 3 (Patrick & Ruth Sullivan), two were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, and some were at the S.J.C.R Feb. 5 (MP).

LARIDS, ALCIDS -- Two Pomarine Jaegers at Ocean Shores, WA, Feb. 10 (G & WH) and one at Nehalem Sewage Ponds, Tillamook, Jan. 15 (S.J.T.S.) represented an average number of winter records for Pomarines. The imm. Franklin's Gull found at the Monmouth Sewage Ponds, Polk, OR, Dec. 27 on the Dallas CBC only stayed for one additional day (RG), for the 2nd or 3rd Oregon winter record. An 'ad Little Gull seen with Bonapartes at Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, Jan. 26-27 (†VN, †Hank Vail) provided one of very few winter records for the Region. The adult Common Black-headed Gull at Vancouver found during the fall was seen until Dec. 17 (†WW), for the first British Columbia winter record. Only a few gull specimens were salvaged from the oil spill in Washington (DP, JAt): eight Mew, one Herring, one Thayer's, 26 Westerns, 61 Glaucous-wingeds, 15 Western x Glaucous-winged hybrids, and 34 Black-legged Kittiwakes. However, a Jan. 13 survey of gulls at the Elwha R. mouth in the Strait of Juan de Fuca (BT), well inshore from the oiled waters, showed that 25% of the Mews and over 3% of the Glaucous-wingeds showed oil on their plumage. Surveys of the large gulls at the dump near Olympia, WA, on two dates in January found at least eight adults that appeared to be Glaucous-winged x Herring Gulls (†DF). Birds appearing to be of this hybrid combination have been occasionally reported from this site in past years. Reports of 14 Glaucous Gulls, 10 of which were from Washington and British Columbia, were about average. Prior to the early February storm, there were only 3 reports of five-plus kittiwakes along the coast. After the storm, 30 were at S.J.C.R. Feb. 8 (HN) and 500 were at Ocean Shores, WA, Feb. 10 (G & WH). Inland, one was found freshly dead at the Monmouth Sewage Ponds, Polk, OR, Feb 15 (fide HN). An oiled Red-legged Kittiwake that was recovered off the beach at Rockaway Beach, Tillamook, Jan 16 (fide HN) died at a rehab. center. This was the 7th record for Oregon. No fewer than 5876 Com. Murre specimens were recovered from the oil spill in Washington alone (DP, JAt), and many were salvaged in Oregon as well (HN). Just 5 days before the spill, 7000+ murres were counted flying north along the coast at Grays Harbor (BT, EH); obviously very large numbers of murres were in the area and vulnerable to the spill. Other oiled alcids in Washington included: one Thick-billed Murre, nine Marbled and nine Ancient murrelets, 165 Cassin's Auklets, five Parakeet Auklets, 42 Rhinoceros Auklets, eight Tufted Puffins, and eight Horned Puffins. Surprisingly there were no Pigeon Guillemots reported. The Thick-billed Murre was only the 2nd specimen for the state, and there are very few recent records for Parakeet Auklet and Horned Puffin Apparently, five Horned Puffins were salvaged in Oregon (fide HN) and several Parakeet Auklets in British Columbia (fide Mike Force). Large numbers of Ancient Murrelets were in the eastern Strait of Juan de Fuca during December and early January. Six hundred were seen off Victoria, V.I., Dec 14 (WW), and 102 were moving SE past Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, Dec. 10 (VN) into Puget Sound. The last reports were of 
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100+ off Point Wilson, Jefferson, WA, Jan 14 (BT, BS) and 18 off Point Roberts, Whatcom, WA, Jan 29 (BL) 

OWLS TO WRENS -- Only two Snowy Owls were reported. One wintered along Boundary Bay, BC (fide DK) and one was on the Samish Flats, Skagit, WA, on Feb. 18 only (TW). This was even fewer than the four individuals of last winter, and the lowest Regional count in recent memory. Only 11 N. Pygmy-Owls were noted, below average. Burrowing Owls, rare but regular winterers in w. Oregon, were noted at 3 traditional locations for them: the Eugene airport (TM), the Corvallis airport (ME), and w. of White City, Jackson (June Babcock, fide MM). One was seen Feb. 1 & 5, when it was taken in a weakened condition to a rescue clinic in Delta, BC (K. Ernsley, fide DK), provided the 2nd Vancouver area record since 1983, and followed a wintering record last year. A Great Gray Owl that appeared for one day in Vancouver, Jan. 8 (†Richard Cannings), and another reported from Langley, s.e. of Vancouver, Jan. 1 (Glen Ryder) furnished the only reports. Nine sightings of Long-eared Owls from 6 locations equaled last winter's impressive numbers. Moderate numbers of Short-eared Owls were reported. The total was 57, but south of the Vancouver, BC, area the most seen in any locale was five. Anna's Hummingbirds were reported to have survived the freeze, even in the Vancouver, BC, area (Valerie Parker, fide DK). An Anna's in Port Angeles, WA, Jan. 25 (†Peter & Ann Burr) provided the first Clallam record. A male Costa's Hummingbird wintered at a North Bend, Coos, feeder and was last seen Feb. 18 (LT), for the 9th record for western Oregon. Returning Rufous Hummingbirds were later than the last 2 years. After one was seen Feb. 2 in the Coos Bay, OR, area (Jack Thomas) there were no further records until singles were seen on the Oregon coast at Astoria, Clatsop, Feb. 21 (MP) and Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Feb. 25 (Wes & Florence Bell). Severe winter weather usually precipitates movement of Red-breasted Sapsuckers into the lowlands. Increased numbers were noted at Vancouver, BC (fide DK), the Skagit flats (EH, Robert Ashbaugh), Seattle (KA, RTh), San Juan I. (ML), and Vancouver, WA (fide WC). Most reports were of five or fewer, but 30 were seen in a single park in West Vancouver, BC, Feb. 5 (BK). Three Say's Phoebes in Jackson, OR (MM, Richard Erickson) in January and early February were in an area where a few winter. One at West Point, Seattle, Feb. 26 (TRh) was the first of an unusual spring flight (see spring report) A Tree Swallow at Tillamook, OR, Jan. 8 was apparently wintering (JJ), which is highly unusual for this species in the Region. Tree Swallow migration had been earlier than usual the last 2 years. This year, the first Oregon sightings did not come until the last days of January: the 28th in Portland (Mike Houck) and the 29th at Agate Lake, Jackson (HS). The first Washington record was Feb. 16 (BT) and the first British Columbia record Feb. 22 (RP, fide DK). Undoubtedly, the freeze impacted their northward migration, as it did that of Violet-green Swallows. By the end of February, Violet-greens had been reported only once: one near Coquille, Coos, OR, Feb. 11 (LT). Normally, they are widespread by the end of the month. Four Barn Swallows lingered as late as Dec. 15 at Delta, BC (JI, et al.). Unusual numbers of Horned Larks were noted in Marion and Polk in the Willamette Valley immediately before and during the cold snap (BB). A small invasion of Steller's Jays was noted in the Seattle area, in conjunction with the freeze (KA). Common Ravens were noted 3 times this season in lowland areas of southern Puget Sound, where they are normally unknown (John Gatchet, Jon Jensen, Ted Mallory). They are regular in the north Puget Sound lowlands; their absence in nearby areas of south Sound is puzzling. Mountain Chickadee, an incursive species in the Region, went unreported this winter. Rock Wrens, scarce winterers, were noted at Vancouver, Dec. 1 to Feb.5 (WW et al.), and Dec. 24 at Yaquina Head, OR (Anthony Floyd).

THRUSHES TO WARBLERS -- Early sightings of W Bluebirds in Washington included two seen Jan. 13 in Cowlitz (Sherry & Arden Hagen, fide WC) and one Feb. 1-4 in Pierce (Eileen Orcutt, fide TB). Then, there were no sightings of flocks in Washington until the end of February (George Walter, AR), later than usual. There were 7 sightings of Townsend's Solitaire, all from Washington and British Columbia This is about the normal number for a winter. The cold spell in February concentrated numbers of Hermit Thrushes along roadways in the Coos Bay area in s. Oregon (LT), otherwise they were sparingly reported, Varied Thrushes appeared in some parts of the lowlands in very large numbers during and after the cold snap. They seemed most numerous in areas along saltwater, such as Coos and Yaquina Bays, OR, the San Juan Is., and Point No Point, WA (LT, DFa, ML, VN). Mortality in these areas was conspicuous, with many reports of roadkills and of birds seen weakly foraging. Lesser numbers, but still well above normal, were noted in the Willamette Valley (BB) and the Seattle and Tacoma areas (KA, TB). There was only one N. Mockingbird reported in the Region, in early December near Salem (fide BB). Usually, there are around 5 reports, with several staying through the winter. A Brown Thrasher wintering in a yard northeast of Salem, OR, from early December until Feb. 24 (†LW, †PMu, BB) represented the 4th record for western Oregon. Bohemian Waxwings were very scarce, with only 2 reports all winter: one in December in Waldport, Lincoln, OR (Roy Lowe) and 15 just before the freeze on Jan. 29 in Seattle (KA) Cedar Waxwings were uncommon in western Oregon (HN) and in the Seattle area (RTh), but were more common than usual in the San Juan Is., WA, before the freeze (ML). A Phainopepla found by Bill Zanah, Doug, and Nancy Stotz on Dec. 22 near Gold Hill, Jackson, OR, spent the next month and a half occupying a small Oregon White Oak loaded with mistletoe (†DF, †LW, †PMu). This bird, apparently an imm male, was last seen Feb. 8 (MM). It furnished the first record for the Region and the 2nd for Oregon; the first record was in 1957 in Harney, OR. Northern Shrike numbers were down somewhat in all parts of the Region. Loggerhead Shrikes appeared twice: Jan. 4 at Agate Lake, Jackson, OR (HS) and Feb. 3-6 at Delta, BC (†BK, †B & PS); they are accidental at any season in the Region. A Yellow Warbler lingered until Dec. 23 in Portland (JG, CR). The last winter record was in 1983. A male Black-throated Blue Warbler that appeared in Powers, Coos, OR, in early January (Dave Shea, fide LT) disappeared by Jan. 31. This was the 2nd winter record, and the 6th at any season, for w Oregon. A Black-throated Gray Warbler wintering on the Univ. of Washington campus in Seattle was probably the same individual that was there last year (RTh). It died during the colds nap (* Burke Museum). A male Black-throated Gray Warbler was also seen in Portland until Jan. 25 (JG). Townsend's Warblers were widely reported in Oregon (HN), but in only small numbers in w. Washington and not at all in British Columbia. There were seven Palm Warblers noted. Five of those were December reports, from Saanich, V.I. (†J.B. Tatum), Ocean Shores (EH) and Seattle, WA (†BS), and Astoria, OR (MP). These were probably not wintering birds, as most were in continuously birded areas. In Oregon, Palms apparently wintered at Yaquina Bay (Robert Olson, fide DFa) and at Coos Bay (LT). Five Com. Yellowthroats were reported from Washington and British Columbia, where they are usual winterers. They were near Delta, BC, Feb. 11-26 (†BL), and in Washington in Kent, King (†DF), Marysville, Snohomish (Scott Atkinson), Bow, Skagit (GRa), and Federal Way, King (Ilene Marckx, fide TB).

BUNTINGS TO FINCHES -- A male Dickcissel was in Astoria, Clatsop, from Dec. 10 (†MP) to Jan. 15, for at least the 3rd Oregon record. Possibly the same bird appeared in Manzanita, Tillamook, 35 mi down the coast from Astoria, Jan 27 
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to the end of the period (HN, †LW, †PMu) Ten Am Tree Sparrows in the Vancouver, BC, area (fide DK) and one at the Forest Grove Sewage Ponds, Washington, OR, Jan. 27-29 (VT) was about normal for the Region, although there are usually some sightings from Washington as well. A Chipping Sparrow at the Forest Grove Sewage ponds Jan. 27 (†DF) was very unusual; well documented winter records are scarce. Washington's 2nd winter Clay-colored Sparrow was found Dec. 3 on the Samish Flats, Skagit (†BS). It remained until the end of the period (m.ob.). In Oregon, where there are more winter records, a Clay-colored wintered at the same North Bend feeder as last winter (BG, LT). After 2 years of high abundance, counts of Savannah and Lincoln's sparrows dropped to more normal levels. Swamp Sparrow numbers were also well below those of the last 2 winters. There were no British Columbia reports, only one Washington report (†BS) and 7 reports from Oregon (although more were reported on Oregon CBCs). Five reports of White-throated Sparrow north of Oregon were also a bit low. In w. Oregon, they were widespread in good numbers (HN). Only four reports of Harris' Sparrow, two in British Columbia and one each from Oregon and Washington, made the lowest total in many years. There were no reports of Lapland Longspurs, a sporadic winterer, other than a few on CBCs. An ad Rustic Bunting found Dec. 11 (†EH) at the Kent Sewage Ponds, King, WA, was in exactly the same location as the bird that wintered there in 1986-1987. The inescapable conclusion is that it is the same individual, and Washington observers are speculating about where it spent 1987-1988. The site is intensively birded, so if it wintered locally that season, it used a different territory. This year, as previously, the bunting remained through the end of the period. Small numbers of Snow Buntings wintered along the outer coast. The largest flock was of 50 at Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, OR, Jan, 1 (BTi, fide BB). There were at least 5 reports of Yellow-headed Blackbirds from the Vancouver, BC, area (†Pat Miller, †JL, †BL, JI, Audrey Ostrom), where they are very rare winterers, and only one from the rest of the Region, in Coos Bay, OR (BG). There were no Rusty Blackbird reports this winter, after much higher than usual numbers the previous 2 winters. Two reports of N. Orioles, both with no details, came from Ashland, Jackson, and Newport, Lincoln, in Oregon. Both appeared at hummingbird feeders in early February. If the reports are correct, the correlation with the freeze is probably not accidental. A male Brambling was seen Dec. 28 to Jan. 1 just north of Steilacoom, Pierce (†MK), for the 4th record for Washington. Red Crossbills were noted as common only on the San Juan Is. (DP, Tom Hahn) and the nearby n. Olympic Peninsula (SS) They were scarce in the Seattle area (RTh) and southwestern Washington (BT), and throughout western Oregon (HN). Small numbers of Com. Redpolls were seen throughout the winter in the Vancouver, BC, area, more than in the last 2 winters. One at a Seattle feeder from Feb. 25 to the end of the period (EH, m.ob.) was rare that far south. Both Pine Siskins and Am Goldfinches were patchily distributed. In w. Oregon, both species were in lower numbers than usual (HN). Good numbers of siskins were reported from the n. Olympic Peninsula (SS) and northwestern Washington (TW). Well above average numbers of goldfinches wintered in the Vancouver to Bellingham area (TW, DK). Evening Grosbeaks were scarce throughout the Region.

INITIALED OBSERVERS, (With subregional editors in boldface) -- Kevin Aanerud, Bud Anderson, James Atkinson, Barb Bellin, Thais Bock, Wilson Cady, Merlin Eltzroth, Darrel Faxon (DFa), Dave Fix, Roy Gerig, Jeff Gilligan, Barbara Griffin, Steve Heinl, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, John Ireland, Jim Johnson, Sheran Jones, Brian Kautesk, Martin Kraft, Doug Kragh, Bill Lamond, Mark Lewis, John Luce, Phil Mattocks, Tom Mickel, Marjorie Moore, Patrick Muller, Harry Nehls, Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Alan Richards, Craig Roberts, Howard Sands, Bill Schaff (BSc), Dory & Stan Smith, Bernie & Prue Spitman, Tom Staudt, Bob Sundstrom, Verda Teale, Bill Tice (BTi), Rob Thorn (RTh), Larry Thornburgh, Rick Toochin (RTo), Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Linda Welland.


Spring Migration 1989

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers  

After a very cold February and early March, the weather turned more seasonable, although mostly cool and very wet, helping to relieve the winter's dryness. April was mostly warm and somewhat dry. May again turned cool and wet in most areas. The migration timetable, insofar as observers commented, showed no consistent deviation from the normal, probably reflecting the great diversity of the Region. Mild weather in late March at Fortine, Montana, speeded up the duck migration, but thawing of ponds at Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge, Bonners Ferry, Idaho, was several weeks late. Waterfowl find diving birds were late and many land birds were early at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Oregon. The Salmon, Idaho, area and the Lewiston, Idaho/Clarkston, Washington area reported some record early arrivals but no correlation with weather was offered for these latter areas. Water conditions appeared good in most areas for the approaching summer. 

LOONS TO IBISES -- Common Loons were appearing in the Region as early as March 24. A pair was nesting on Murphy L. near Fortine, MT (WW), and a pair was nesting on Wenatchee L., Chelan, WA (RO). A vagrant Red-necked Grebe appeared at Rowena, OR, Apr. 2 (DL). Three pairs of Red-necked Grebes arrived at Bull L., s.e. of Fortine (WW). Only three appeared at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, ID (LDN). A single bird at the Yakima R. delta, Richland, WA, May 9 & 15 made Woodley's first spring record there. The first spring migrant Am. White Pelicans at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR, were reported Mar. 18. About 1600 pairs were using the nesting islands there. A few pelicans appeared in the vicinity of Columbia N.W.R., Othello, WA. One was sighted at Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, MT, May 13 (VV) and single birds were seen May 1 on McArthur L., Boundary, ID (PH, SHS), and at Sunnyside on Pend Oreille L., Bonner, ID (EC).A Double-crested Cormorant was also sighted May 1 at Sunnyside (EC). These birds were starting to arrive at Columbia N.W.R. Apr. 17 (WRR). Lind Coulee, Grant, WA, had three Clark's Grebes May 13 (BT), and Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, MT, and C.J. Strike Res., Owyhee, ID, each had one (DH, AL, JS). American Bitterns were observed throughout the winter at Columbia N.W.R. Single Great Egrets were noted at Kootenai N.W.R. (RDC); at Market Lake W.M.A., Roberts, ID (SP); at Siphon Pond, Pocatello, ID (CHT); and at St. Maries Gun Club ponds, Benewah, ID (JP, DP). Snowy and Cattle egrets were reported for the Rupert, ID, vicinity (WHS). Two Green-backed Herons appeared at Cascade Locks, OR, Apr. 22 (DA, DL) and another was at Mosier, OR, the next day (DL). One was sighted near Thorp, WA, May 18 (DPa, TS) and one was along the Clark Fork R. just w. of Missoula, MT, May 19 (CM). It looked like a very good nesting season in store for Black-crowned Night-Herons at Malheur N.W.R. Silcott I. on the Snake R. w of Clarkston, WA, had an adult in breeding plumage Apr. 2 (CG). An ad night-heron at Thompson L., Kootenai, ID, May 31 was the latilong's 2nd (SHS). A record 3500 pairs of White-faced Ibises were estimated for the Harney Basin around Malheur, and a colony of 50 pairs, the first on record, was found at Summer Lake, OR (MS). 

WATERFOWL -- The largest concentration of Tundra Swans, numbering 900+, was along Crab Cr. e. of Wilson Creek, WA, Mar. 3 (BT). About 300 Trumpeter Swans were present in the Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. area, Lima, MT. Nest numbers were down a bit there. Two Trumpeters frequenting a lake n.w. of Kamloops, BC, were suspected of nesting (RRH). Four of the birds still persisted at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, 
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WA. At Malheur only 2 Trumpeter nests had been located and the spring census revealed only 19 birds. Their numbers have been declining there in recent years, presumably because of a shortage of winter food during severe cold spells. Three Trumpeters appeared on a pond at Plaza, WA, Mar. 13 (CG) and one at Columbia N.W.R. in late March (WRR). Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, ID, counted 300 Greater White-fronted Geese and 400 Snow Geese Mar. 9 (NS). Seventy of the former at Tranquille, BC, made an unusually large number there (SR). Notable was a Snow Goose at Kamloops Mar. 26 (RR). Some 2500 Ross' Geese were sighted near Hines, OR, Apr. 13 (CR). Two appeared at Sunnyside May 1 (EC). A Brant was reported at Abert L., Lake, OR, in late May (CC). An apparent Wood Duck x Cinnamon Teal hybrid male was photographed and sketched in May at Warm Springs, MT. The nest box being occupied by its supposed mate is being watched (DS, KS). A "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal was sighted in the Hines area Apr. 13 (CR). A hybrid male Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal was reported Apr. 22-23 at the Frenchman Hills-Dodson Road junction, Grant, WA (DPa). A scattering of Eurasian Wigeons was reported, with a notable "many" at Ninepipe N.W.R. (PD, PLW). Four Greater Scaup at Summer L. (MA), one at Anna Res., Lake, OR (MS), and one at Boardman, OR (PM, LW), all in March, were unusual, as were 16 Oldsquaw on Kamloops L., BC, Apr. 13 (SR). Two Harlequin Ducks were seen s.w. of Hood River, OR, Apr. 22 for a rare spring sighting (DA, DL). Surf Scoters peaked at 30 at Tranquille, BC, the first week of May (SR) for the only report. Five female and one male Red-breasted Mergansers were identified at Kootenai N.W.R. Apr. 26 for the first record there (LDN). 

VULTURES TO CRANES -- A Turkey Vulture over Hampton Slough, Columbia N.W.R., May 3 was unusual (WRR). An Osprey lingered near Malheur headquarters Apr. 21-May 30 (m.ob.) and one was sighted to the south in the Blitzen Valley May 27 (fide GI). One was reported from Anna Res. May 11 (MS). A Black-shouldered Kite was reported at Gloyd Seeps n. of Moses Lake, WA, Apr. 23 (SV, JV). Bald Eagle numbers in the Harney Basin peaked at 160 Mar. 20-21 (GI). Thirty-six were feeding on a cow carcass near Kamloops Mar. 29 (SR). The pair at Kootenai N.W.R. began incubating around Mar. 23 and hatched one young Apr. 24, two weeks later than last year. Two other nests around Bonners Ferry were unsuccessful (LDN). Five sightings each of Merlin and Peregrine Falcon were reported. Sage Grouse males at 2 leks at Foster Flats near Malheur totalled 50 in mid-April (CR). Five leks at Hart Mt. National Antelope Refuge, OR, totalled up to 94 males (BP). Three Sage Grouse occupied a lek along Highway 395 at Izee Road s. of John Day, OR, Mar. 24 (PS). In n.e. Oregon, 14 Wild Turkeys were observed on Troy grade and 38 on Lost Prairie between Troy and Flora (PS). The species was reported near Fernan L., Coeur d' Alene, ID (fide SHS) and in the Yakima R. canyon area n. of Yakima, WA (EH). A major push of 7000-10,000 Sandhill Cranes passed Kamloops Apr. 23, for the largest single-day count on record for that area (SR). St. Andrews, WA, had 1200 Apr. 21 (PMa). Unexpected was the species at Sunriver and Bend, OR (DD, CMi), and at Prairie, ID (AL). Some were in the Blackfoot R. valley e. of Missoula, along with a Whooping Crane, in mid- April (PD). A Whooper also appeared at Red Rock Lakes N W.R. at about the same time (fide PLW). 

SHOREBIRDS TO TERNS -- Up to four Black-bellied Plovers appeared at Summer L. in April (Crawford, CC, CCh, CMi, MS) and one was sighted at Flagtaft L. n. of Plush, OR, May 14 (DS, BS). The species was also noted at Indian Creek Res. e. of Boise, ID (CS). Kamloops had a Lesser Golden-Plover May 13 (ASu, RRH). Up to a dozen Snowy Plovers were seen at Summer L. Apr. 27 (CMi). About 250 Semipalmated Plovers were counted there during a spring shorebird census Apr. 27 (CC, CMi, MS). Two were noted at Bend (TC) and three at Emmett, ID (ST). Black-necked Stilts were nesting at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR). They were also seen near George, WA (BT); at the Yakima R. delta (REW); Reardan, WA (HV), Emmett, ID (ST); and Bruneau, ID (AL). An Am. Avocet was found near Douglas L. in the s. Okanagan Valley, BC, about Apr. 15 (RM), and the Kelowna, BC, vicinity had a copulating pair at Robert L. (RC) and another pair at Alki L. (WCW), both May 21. The first Willet for Deschutes was recorded at Bend May 16 (TC). An astounding 24 Whimbrels were reported at Malheur N.W.R. May 20-21 (m.ob., fide GI). One Whimbrel showed up at Revelstoke, BC, May 24 (WD, DPo). Two Long-billed Curlews were seen at Kootenai N.W.R. Nesting by Long-billeds has been confirmed in n. Boundary, ID (LDN). Eight Marbled Godwits appeared at Summer L. Apr. 27 and one showed up s. of Burns May 3 (CMi). One was sighted at Revelstoke May 24 and a Red Knot was there the next day (WD, DP). Summer L. had a Red Knot Apr. 27 (CMi, MS) and a Sanderling May 4 (CC). One Sanderling was at Tranquille Apr. 27 (RR). Single Semipalmated Sandpipers were observed at 2 spots in the Okanagan Valley, BC (RC). An impressive 6000 Least Sandpipers visited north Abert L., Lake, OR, Apr. 27 (MA). Baird's Sandpiper, rare in the Region in spring, numbered 10 at Malheur Apr. 22 (JB, CMi) and one was at Summer L. May 7 (SS, PS, TM, AM). The only Pectoral Sandpipers reported were 20 around Kamloops May 13 (RRH). North Abert L. hosted 300+ Dunlin Apr. 27 (MA) and a few were noted at Malheur. Tranquille had two Mar. 27-Apr. 9 (SR) and Separation L. in the Kamloops area had seven May 13-15 (RRH). One photographed at Ft. Boise W.M.A., Canyon, ID, was a vagrant (CK). Bend had a Short-billed Dowitcher Apr. 30 (TC). A Franklin's Gull appeared at Coeur d' Alene L. Apr 30 (DJ) and one at Swan L., Vernon, BC, May 21 was noteworthy (RC). Mann's L., Lewiston, ID, had a vagrant Bonaparte's Gull May 4 (C.B.). Summer Lake had a Herring Gull Mar. 4 (AA, MA) and two adults of the species were sighted both near Ellensburg (PMa, BT) and at Vantage, WA, Mar. 11 (BT). One Herring Gull was sighted at Clarkston Apr. 6 (CV) and six were at the Orofino, ID, sewage ponds Apr. 11 (CV, OM, MK) Two at Brown's L. s.e. of Ovando, MT, in April made the latilong's first record (PH, JM, PLW). Hood River, OR, had a report of Thayer's Gull Apr. 4 (DA, JE), and one was sighted at Hayden L., ID, Mar. 20 (PH). Hood River's 3rd Western Gull was at Hood River May 20. It was being harassed by a Glaucous-winged Gull (DA). A first-year Glaucous-winged appeared at Vantage Mar. 11 (BT) and one lingered at the Yakima delta until the very late date, for there, of Mar. 10 (REW) Alki L. had one May 21 (GD). Two imm. Glaucous Gulls frequented Coeur d' Alene's landfill Mar. 18 (JP, DP). A few Caspian Terns were noted at Ft. Boise W.M.A and Indian Creek Res. May 6 (ST). Hood River was visited by a Com. Tern May 20 (DA, DL) and Clarkston had seven Forster's Terns May 25 (CV). 

PIGEONS TO HUMMINGBIRDS -- More Band-tailed Pigeons than usual, 25, were sighted near Hood River May 20 (DL). The Birds of Prey Natural Area had two Barn Owls May 20 (AL) and one was sighted Apr. 16 on Bateman I. near the Yakima delta, where nesting is suspected (REW). At least 30 Flammulated Owls were found in the Kamloops area in May (RRH et al.) and at least three were noted at Blewett Pass w of Wenatchee, WA, May 12-13 (PMa, JK, PS, CV). One was at Buckhorn Springs in the Blue Mts., n.e. OR, May 28 (PS) The mountains e. of St. Ignatius, MT, furnished a sighting of a Great Gray Owl (EB). Two N. Saw-whet Owls were sighted at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, ID (AL, ST). In Washington one was calling along the San Poll R. s. of Republic Mar. 12; five were heard at Blewett Pass May 14 (BT), and the species was suspected of nesting at Rose Cr. Preserve n. of Pullman 

512 American Birds, Fall 1989

(JP, DP). Two White-throated Swifts 4 mi. w of Coeur d' Alene were latilong firsts (RB) Malheur N.W.R. had three Vaux's Swifts May 13 (fide GI). One near Pocatello May 13 was highly unusual (CHT). A White-throated Swift was sighted at the Barry Ranch e. of Adel, OR, May 30 (MA). A Black-chinned Hummingbird at Mitchell, OR, Apr. 29 was well w. of its normal range (PM, LW). A Costa's Hummingbird was noted at Cottonwood Creek, s. of Fields, OR, May 20 (DSw). A Broad-tailed Hummingbird visited a feeder near Culdesac, ID, May 12 for that area's first report since 1980 (KB, CV). 

WOODPECKERS TO PIPITS -- Unusual were Lewis' Woodpeckers near Vantage, WA (BT), at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR), and near Cataldo, ID (SW). An Acorn Woodpecker near Summer L., on May 27-28 made a rare sighting, (fide CMi). Winter Ridge, w. of Summer Lake, had a Red-breasted Sapsucker Apr 2 (FZ). A White-headed Woodpecker was sighted along Daggett Creek n.e. of Boise Apr. 9 (CS). Crawford Caves, Pend Oreille, WA, provided a sighting of a Three-toed Woodpecker May 21 (JP, DP), and two Black-backed Woodpeckers were seen near Blewett Pass May 13 (JK, PS, CV). A surprising 100+. W. Wood-Pewees were grounded by a rainstorm May 27 at Tranquille (SR). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was found at Cherry Springs s. of Pocatello May 21 and June 1 (DSt, BF). An Alder Flycatcher was singing on territory at Malheur N.W.R. May 28 (TC, JG). Least Flycatchers were reported as regular in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli, MT (DH), and a sighting was reported for Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (CDM). Single birds were found at 2 different spots at Malheur May 29 (TC, JG; JE, HN). A vagrant Gray Flycatcher was described at Turnbull N.W.R. Apr. 22 (HV). Some of this species were back in the Oliver-Summerland, BC, area by May 20 (RC). A nest of the species was found near Summerland (ILR). A real rarity was a Black Phoebe described at Clear L., Yakima, WA, May 21-26 (GG, EH, AS, BT, GW, SRa). A Say's Phoebe was in Hood River Apr. 4; the species is a rare migrant there (DA, JE). Two Purple Martins were seen near Cascade Locks, OR, Apr. 30 and May 20 (DA). Two to three Bewick's Wrens were found in s. Wasco, OR, May 21 (DA, DL). On Mar. 26 a Marsh Wren was at The Dalles, OR, where it is rare (DL). The only Sage Thrashers reported were one near Baker, OR, Mar. 25 (PS, TW) and one at Indian Creek Res. May 20 (AL). A Plain Titmouse was sighted near Hart Mt., Plush, OR, May 28 (MA). A N. Mockingbird was found near Frenchglen May 27 (PM, LW). A Sprague's Pipit remained for sometime at Bean L., s. of Augusta, MT (JM, SRe, CP). 

WARBLERS TO FINCHES -- A Tennessee Warbler at Saddle Mt. N.W.R., Grant, WA, was the first for that area (WRR, JC). Singles of the species were reported at 2 localities at Malheur May 28 (PM, LW, TL). A Black-throated Gray Warbler was found along the Owyhee bluebird trail in the Owyhee Mts. of s.w. Idaho May 30 (AL), and two were at Page Springs May 21 (MD). A Hermit Warbler was seen s. of Mt. Rainier N.P. May 14 (JK, PS, CV). Abert L. had a Palm Warbler m late May (CCh). A female Black-and-white Warbler was near Hart Mt. May 28 (MA) and three May sightings were made at Malheur (CO, MO, TW, m.ob.). One reported at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. was new to the refuge list (fide CDM). A N. Waterthrush was banded at Cherry Springs May 13 (DSt) and one was found at Medicine L., e. of Harrison, ID (SW). A pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks appeared 5 mi. w. of Helena May 29 (JS) and a female was seen at Malheur headquarters May 28 (JE, HN). The latter place also had a female Indigo Bunting May 29 (TC, JG). A Lark Sparrow was noted at Kamloops May 13 (RRH, RR). At least one Black-throated Sparrow had returned to Wanapum S.P., Vantage, by May 30 (KA) Eastern Oregon's 2nd Lark Bunting was spotted near Princeton May 28 (BG). A Baird's Sparrow was sighted at Bean L. s of Augusta, MT (JM, SRe, CP). A few Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared at Hart Mt National Antelope Refuge (DS, BS), one was noted at Ellensburg Mar 4 (BT), and Summer L. had one Apr. 11 (MS). In Idaho single birds were at Cherry Springs May 5 (DSt, BF) and in Swan Valley, Bonneville (ES), the same day. A White-throated Sparrow was found along the Frenchman Hills road s.w. of Moses Lake, WA, Apr. 14 (GH, WH), and Malheur had one May 20 (MD). A Harris' Sparrow that wintered near Culdesac was still there Apr. 28 (m.ob.) One was sighted at Richland Apr. 19 after the species was absent since December (REW). A Chestnut-collared Longspur at Fortine, MT, was the first there since 1936 (WW). A male6 Bobolink was singing at Plush, OR, May 28 (MA) Tamarack Ridge w. of Cataldo had 25 on May 26 (SW). Most surprising was the discovery of a colony of Tricolored Blackbirds near Hermiston, OR, far north of their previously known breeding range (PM, LW). Common Grackles continue to expand their range into w. Montana. They have occurred at Dixon for several years (DT, PD, PLW), at Missoula the last 2 years (PMc), at Deer Lodge (DS), and at Ravalli this year (JM) Two were apparently nesting in Aberdeen, ID (DB), and some were reported in Georgetown, ID (fide CHT). A "Baltimore" N. Oriole was reported at Kalispell, MT, June 1 (fide Marcy Bishop). Purple Finches were reported for the Hayden L., ID, vicinity (KB, PH). A flock of 15+ of these birds was found along upper Taneum Creek s. of Cle Elum, WA, May 21 (BT) and five were noted at Cle Elum May 12 (EH). An out-of-place Red Crossbill was reported at Fields May 27 (SG). 

ADDENDUM -- Some 2000 Oldsquaw were on Green L. near 70 Mile House, BC, in April, 1988 (RM). 
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Spring Migration, 1989

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/ Bill Tweit and Steve Heinl  

It was a rather stormy spring, which may have had an effect on both breeding and migratory species. All three months were wetter than normal. In the northern half of the Region, March began with snowstorms, and then continued with rain on all but four days. The rains tapered off after the first week of April, the rest of the month was slightly warmer than average. Mid and late May saw more stormy periods. The shorebird migration was lackluster, with lower than usual numbers of most of the regular migrants and all of the scarcer 'eastern' migrants such as stilts, avocets, and Baird's and Pectoral sandpipers. There were more than the usual numbers of some of the interior passerines that are casual migrants on the west side: Say's Phoebe, Townsend's Solitaire, Mountain Bluebird, Loggerhead Shrike, Lark Sparrow, and Black-throated Sparrow. The summary of sightings from Vancouver Island was not available in time for inclusion in this report. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- R.S. = Ranger Station; S.J.C.R. = south jetty of the Columbia R., OR; V.I. = Vancouver I., BC; W.R.A. = Wildlife Recreation Area. 

LOONS TO HERONS -- A late spring migration of Pacific Loon was noted at Florence, OR, May 20 (300+ in V2 hour) (SH) and at Ocean Shores, WA, May 26 (10 per minute) (G & WH). Such is not noted every year. There was only one report of Yellow-billed Loon, for the lowest spring total in years, one at Yaquina Bay, OR, Mar. 18-23 (Dave & Mary Copeland, Jack Corbett). Three reports of Red-necked Grebe along the Oregon coast May 5-13 were unusually late, as the last sightings are usually in late April. Some or all of the 800 W. Grebes on Bellingham Bay, WA, May 25 (TW) may have remained to summer in that area, an occasional occurrence. The only documented report of Clark's Grebe was of two at Ocean Shores May 12 (†G & WH). There were 2 pelagic trips off Westport, WA, Apr. 9 and May 7 (TW), and TT was stationed on a boat off Oregon during April and May. Counts of Black-footed Albatross ranged from nine on Apr. 9 to 75 on May 7, which are normal numbers. Northern Fulmars were almost nonexistent. The only report was of two May 7. Apparently none was seen in April, when they still should have been present in wintering numbers. Pink-footed Shearwaters were not reported until May 7, when one Flesh-footed Shearwater was also found. Sooty Shearwaters were found in the low thousands off both Oregon and Washington during April and May. Small numbers (35) of Short-tailed Shearwaters were with the Sooties off Washington Apr. 9. Two Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were seen off Heceta Head, OR, Apr. 16. None was found off Washington in April, and 26 were seen May 7. The only Leach's Storm-Petrel was one seen inland near Salem, OR, May 26 (Glen Lindeman), for one of very few inland records unrelated to fall storms. The northward movement of Brown Pelicans was strong and early. Pelicans were at Yaquina Bay, OR, Apr. 19 (fide DFa) and at Ocean Shores Apr. 25 (THas). By May 30, 120 were counted in Grays Harbor (Dan Guy, Max Zahn, fide JS), certainly the largest spring count ever for Washington. Aside from 106 Great Egrets in the Coquille Estuary, OR, Apr. 1 (SH, DFi), there were only 3 reports of Great Egrets this spring. The Coquille estuary concentration had dissipated by the end of April. Black-crowned Night-Herons were noted at 2 locations, both areas where breeding is possible. Two were at Finley N.W.R. May 17 (KM) and three were at Reifel Ref., BC, May 8 (JI), with one remaining at Reifel until the end of the month. 
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WATERFOWL, RAPTORS -- A Black-bellied Whistling- Duck at Vancouver, WA, from late April through the end of May (Tony Fuchs, JS, †GW) was not toe-clipped and showed no other signs of captivity. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has no records of this species in captivity in either Oregon or Washington. This was the first report of this species in Washington, and now the Records Committee must wrestle with theories about the bird's origin. The last of the wintering Trumpeter Swans in the Puget Sound area and Willamette Valley appear to have left in mid-March. The 20 Trumpeters at Reifel I., BC, Mar. 31 (JI) and one Apr. 9 and May 21 at Saanich, V.I. (J.B. Tatum) were the last reported. Observations of migratory groups of Greater White-fronted Geese included 700 over Toketee R.S., OR, Apr. 17 (DFi) and 800 at S.J.C.R. May 9 (HN). The latter number was unusually large for a coastal locale. The two Emperor Geese that wintered on Coos Bay, OR, until Apr. 9 (m.ob.) were the only ones reported; no migrants were noted. Wood Ducks are plentiful in the Columbia R. bottomlands, but 120 at Scappoose, OR, Mar. 22 (NH) made a large number for such an early date. Three Eur. Green-winged Teal, a lower than average number, were reported this spring. The last were Apr. 9 at both Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA (Jim Duemmel) and Reifel I., BC (RTo et al.). A female N. Shoveler with 10 chicks at Fort Stevens S.P., Clatsop, May 3 (HN) represented a very unusual breeding record for w. Oregon as well as being early. Hybrid Eurasian x American Wigeon were reported from Seattle through Mar. 18 (EH, Bob Sundstrom), Vancouver, BC, Mar. 10 (Jost von der Linde), and Surrey, BC, Apr. 17 (H & JM). Most Eur. Wigeon left by mid-April, but a male May 27 at Auburn, WA (TB), was the latest ever for the Region. Three Tufted Duck reports were average for spring, with only the ad male at Kerby, Josephine, OR, Mar. 11 (†JGi) being well documented. The bulk of the Turkey Vulture migration in s.w. Oregon occurred Mar. 28 through Apr. 1 (Eric Sutterberg, SH). North of the southern Willamette Valley, migration did not progress until after Apr. 10 (HN). The only migratory group noted in Washington was at Port Townsend Apr. 1 (DP), and only singles were noted in mainland British Columbia. After the very large numbers of Black-shouldered Kites reported during the winter, the spring counts tapered off quickly. Small numbers remained throughout the spring at Raymond, WA (m.ob.), Nehalem Meadows, OR (m.ob.), and at Talent and Denman W.R.A., both in Jackson, OR (MM, Otis Swisher). Breeding is possible at all 4 sites. A single kite on the Skagit Flats, WA, Apr. 1 († Hal Opperman) furnished the northernmost record for the Region and was only 45 miles south of Canada. Reports of both Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks were much scarcer than average, but this may have been an artifact of reporting. Red-shouldered Hawks were reported 3 times in Oregon north of their regular haunts in the Brookings/Harbor area, which has become typical for this expanding species. A Swainson's Hawk at Randle, Lewis, WA, May 15 (THas, Kevin Aanerud, Paul Cozens) provided a very rare spring record for the Region. The latest Rough-legged Hawks were singles on Apr. 16 at Carlton, OR (JJ) and at Surrey, BC (Jack Williams). All other reports were from March. The 16 reports of Peregrines were about half the average for the spring season. Merlin numbers seemed to be average. The last Gyrfalcon reports were Mar. 12 in n.w. Washington (Joe TerLouw, fide TB) and Mar. 22 in the Vancouver, BC, area (MPr).

RAILS, SHOREBIRDS -- The first Soras were noted Apr. 6 at Finley N.W.R., OR (RG), Apr. 14 at Ridgefield N.W.R., WA (Robert & Georgia Ramsey), and Apr. 9 at Pitt Meadows, BC (Dan Bastaja). Nehls reported smaller than normal numbers of Black-bellied Plover on the Oregon coast throughout the period, and no large flocks were reported elsewhere. The spring Lesser Golden-Plover flight seemed smaller than average as well. There is no ready explanation why spring numbers of these two species should positively correlate, but in most springs they seem to. There were nine golden-plover reports, four from Oregon and five from Washington. One was identified as fulva (DP) and two in Washington were called dominica. There is only one previous Regional report of dominica in the spring (AB 41: 479). Until the spring status of the two golden-plovers is better understood, all spring reports of dominica should be documented. Two Black-necked Stilts near Ashland, OR, Apr. 20 (Ray Skibby) were the only ones reported. This was the 2nd consecutive spring of small numbers in w. Oregon of this sporadic spring invader to the Region. Seven Am. Avocets, another sporadic invader, made an average showing. Greater Yellowlegs numbers were normal, with flocks of 100+ reported throughout the Region in April. Both Lesser Yellowlegs and Solitary Sandpipers, scarce regular spring migrants, were noted in average numbers. Relatively large flocks of 350 Whimbrels near Tillamook May 5 (Craig Roberts) and 200 at Yaquina Bay May 6 (SJ) were illustrative of the good numbers on the Oregon coast, but Whimbrels were almost unreported elsewhere. The largest number of Red Knots reported was only 200 along southern Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 23 (GW), and only five were noted in Oregon. From one to three Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported in the Vancouver, BC, area from Apr. 30 to May 18, and none was reported elsewhere. The W Sandpiper peak counts were of 15,000 at Bandon, OR, Apr 28 (DFi), 12,000 at Nisqually N.W.R., WA, Apr. 30 (RTh), and 10,000 at Reifel I., BC, Apr. 27 (JI). These reflect the usual timing and numbers for these locations. Only two Baird's Sandpipers, rare spring migrants, were noted. One Apr. 30 at Iona I., BC (MPr), was typical of their timing in the Region, but the other at Olympia, WA, May 14 (BT) was late. Eight Pectoral Sandpipers were reported from Apr. 15 to May 21, somewhat fewer than average. A male Ruff at Reifel I., BC, Apr 8-14 (†MPr, JI) provided the 2nd spring record for the Region, both from the Vancouver area. The reported flocks of Short-billed Dowitcher, an abundant spring migrant, were also small. About 5000 at Grays Harbor Apr. 23 (GW) and 200 at Bandon, OR, Apr. 28 (DFi) were the largest flocks reported Numbers of Wilson's Phalaropes, another sporadic visitant from the east, were much lower than in most years. Red-necked Phalaropes were unusually conspicuous along the outer coast during May. Counts of hundreds came from all coastal locations from May 7 to May 26. One in alternate plumage on Yaquina Bay Mar. 11 (BB) was very early. Despite this heavy onshore movement, only the typical small numbers were noted inland. The only Red Phalarope reports were of one at Baskett Slough N.W.R., OR, Mar. 10 (RG) and 100 seen 20 mi off Heceta Head, OR, May 4 (TT). None was seen on pelagic trips off Westport on Apr. 9 or May 7 (TW). 

LARIDS, ALCIDS -- Very small numbers of Pomarine Jaegers, fewer than 10 each trip, were seen in April and May off Westport (TW). Six Parasitic Jaegers seen off the Oregon coast Apr. 15 (TT) were quite early. They may have been associated with a pelagic movement of Bonaparte's Gulls noted the next day. Otherwise, small numbers of Parasitics were noted during May off the S.J.C.R. and Grays Harbor, as is normal. An ad Little Gull off Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, Mar. 10-12 & 24 (VN, m.ob., ph.) furnished the 9th Regional spring record. Over 7000 Bonaparte's Gulls off Point No Point Apr. 6 (VN) made the largest migratory group noted. A migratory movement was also noted 20 mi off the Oregon coast Apr. 16, when 500 were seen headed north (TT). There were 4 reports of Glaucous Gulls, a lower than average number, with the last noted Apr. 26 at Vancouver, BC (MPr). An apparent first-year Iceland Gull photographed at Port Angeles, Clallam, Mar. 20 (EH, VN, ph. FS) may have provided the first record for Washington. If not a pure kumlieni, the bird was probably a hybrid Thayer's x Kumlien's. This was the first Regional record for an Iceland type since 1987, when a possible individual was seen in Oregon, and 1984 to 1985,
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This gull in Clallam County, Washington, on March 20, 1989, was believed to be a (Kumlien’s) Iceland Gull, and if so it would probably represent the first state record.  Photograph/Fred Sharpe. 

when several were found in the Vancouver, BC, area. Black-legged Kittiwakes were virtually unreported this spring. Only two were reported from Oregon, both in March at Bandon (DFi). Singles were noted along the Washington coast, except for Apr. 9 when 50 were seen at Grays Harbor (TW). Only one Sabine's Gull was noted off Westport May 7 (TW); this was also a very low number. At least 1000 Common Terns in the Grays Harbor channel May 6-14 (DP, G & WH, BT) made a very large concentration for spring. The only other sighting was of 12 at S.J.C.R. May 16 (PP). As with Sabine's Gulls, Arctic Terns were also very scarce on the May 7 pelagic trip off Westport, with only two seen (TW). Three Forster's Terns at Fern Ridge Res., OR, May 16 (SH) and single Black Terns Apr. 30 and May 24 in Snohomish, WA (THas, Terri Spencer) represented the only reports of the 'eastern' terns. Common Murres, Cassin's Auklets, and Tufted Puffins were in low numbers on the April and May pelagic trips off Westport (TW), but Rhinoceros Auklets were in normal numbers. The oil spill last December off Grays Harbor may have been the cause of this discrepancy, as murres and Cassin's Auklets were found dead in much larger numbers than were Rhino Auklets. 

OWLS TO WOODPECKERS -- The last Snowy Owl report, after the poorest winter flight in decades, was of one seen at Richmond, BC (JL), Mar. 17. A Burrowing Owl was at Tenmile on the Oregon coast Apr. 10 (fide DFa) for a very rare coastal record. A Barred Owl at Larch Mt. May 8 provided a first record for Multnomah, OR (Dave Irons, PP). The season's first Com. Poorwill was found in the Rogue R. valley Apr. 19 (HS). North of there poorwills are accidental, so two in Eugene, OR, Apr. 30 (Bob Bender) and one in Portland May 6 (Owen Schmidt) were noteworthy. Black Swifts were first reported May 10 (RTo) in British Columbia, but most of the reports came after May 22. Vaux's Swifts were reported in only moderate numbers, with the main movement seeming to be a few days late. An ad male Black-chinned Hummingbird at a Corvallis, OR, feeder May 20 (Elizabeth MacDonald) was a rare find for western Oregon. An Anna's Hummingbird nest was found in Seattle Apr. 8 (RTh). Actual nest reports of this species are still scarce. A male Costa's Hummingbird reported at Shelton, Mason, Apr. 14 (Andrew & Shirley Beelick) would, if accepted, provide the first record for Washington. A male Costa's Hummingbird at a Roseburg, Douglas, feeder Apr. 27 to the end of the period (Gwynn Black, m.ob.) furnished the 9th record for western Oregon. There are also over 5 British Columbia records. Calliope Hummingbirds are rare vagrants from the interior in the Vancouver, BC, area. Singles were seen there Apr. 21-26 (RTo, m.ob.) and May 6 at Reifel I. (JI). The major wave of Rufous Hummingbirds was noted during the first third of April in the Willamette Valley and the Puget Trough (HN, SH, EH, RTh). A Lewis' Woodpecker at Kalaloch, Jefferson, WA, Apr. 29 (TH) may have provided a first county record; they are especially rare on the outer coast. Red-naped Sapsucker records included one in Vancouver, BC, Apr. 21-23 (†MPr, †Wayne Weber), a window kill Apr. 10 in Seattle (fide PM, *U.W. Burke Museum) and two on Mary's Peak in the coast range of Benton, OR, Apr. 8-9 (RG). Also on Mary's Peak were a female Williamson's Sapsucker Mar. 23 (†RG) and a male Apr. 8 (†Al McGie). Williamson's are very rare in the Region, while a few Red-naped occur away from their breeding range on the Cascade Crest annually. 

FLYCATCHERS TO SWALLOWS -- Except for the phoebes, flycatcher migration was on time and unremarkable. Olive-sided Flycatchers were first reported Apr. 20 in Vancouver, BC (DT), with most of the 23 other sightings in May. The first W. Wood-Pewee was also reported from Vancouver, BC, Apr. 30 (JL, RTo). First arrival dates for Hammond's Flycatcher were Apr. 15 in Oregon (JJ), Apr. 21 in Washington (FS), and Apr. 19 in British Columbia (DT). No migratory movements of Hammond's were noted. No Dusky Flycatchers were reported from the n. Willamette Valley, where a few spring vagrants have been found each of the past few years. A Gray Flycatcher, a rarity anywhere in the Region, was in Ashland, OR, Apr. 13 (MM). The first Western Flycatchers were noted Apr. 11 in Oregon (JJ) Apr. 13 in Washington (Jack Davis), and Apr. 17 in British Columbia (H & JM). Again, no migratory concentrations were reported. An Eastern Phoebe at Reifel I., BC, May 13 (†Dale Jensen, †Gerry Ansell) furnished the first record for the Region, although the species breeds in n.e. British Columbia. There were nine Say's Phoebe reports, an exceptional number, from Washington, with the latest on Apr. 7 (THas), and five more in Oregon north of their regular range in the southern valleys. Even in the Rogue valley the seven reports in March were well above the average number. There were 10 reports of Western Kingbirds in Oregon north of their usual breeding range, seven from Washington, and three from the Vancouver, BC, area. This was average or somewhat below average. Breeding Horned Larks have almost disappeared from the Puget Trough and the Willamette Valley. This spring, 2 pairs were apparently breeding on Ft. Lewis, WA (GW), a pair was seen at Baskett Slough N.W.R., OR, May 6 (fide BB), and a singing bird was near Silverton, Marion, OR, May 13 (BB). Purple Martins appeared on schedule, with the first sightings in mid-April. One at Reifel I., BC, May 18 (JI) furnished the first well-documented record for the Vancouver area since 1979. Formerly, they occurred there regularly. Tree and Violet- green swallow migration did not appear to be adversely affected by the inclement weather. Very early N. Rough-winged Swallows included one at Toketee, Douglas, OR, Mar. 12 (DFi), one at Willamina, Polk, OR, Mar. 17 (RG), and four Mar. 21 at Auburn, King, WA (JGa). There were six reports of Bank Swallow May 6-30: three from Vancouver, BC (MPr, JI), two from Washington (DP, RTh), and one from Oregon (SJ). This was a few more than usual of this interior species for spring. A Cliff Swallow in Yamhill, OR (fide BB), Mar. 8 was very early, but otherwise they were normal or later than their usual end of March arrival. Barn Swallows appeared to arrive on time, beginning Mar. 25. 

CORVIDS TO SHRIKES -- Odd corvids included two Black-billed Magpies at Boring, Clackamas, OR, Apr. 30 (Dorothy Fagner) and a Blue Jay reported Apr. 2 on Whidbey I., WA (Don Cannell), that had apparently been in the vicinity for 2 months. Peak Bushtit nest building time in the Seattle 
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area this spring was 3 weeks later than in 1988 (Mike Donahue). Canyon Wrens were reported from 3 new locations in Douglas in the s. Oregon Cascades (DFi, Ron Maertz). It is likely that small numbers of this eastside species have been breeding unnoticed in the area for some time. The Rock Wren that wintered at Vancouver, BC, was last seen Mar. 18 (DT et al.). Migrant Rock Wrens were noted in Oregon near Eugene May 2 (SH) and at Corvallis May 5 (Merlin Eltzroth). The first House Wrens appeared, as usual, before Apr. 15 in Oregon and after that date in Washington. There were 175 W. Bluebird pairs on Ft. Lewis, WA, this spring, compared with 220 and 160 in the last 2 years, respectively (GW). The success of the first nesting was mixed, probably because of the poor weather in May. Thirteen Mountain Bluebirds were reported during March through Apr. 13, somewhat above average numbers. The number of Townsend's Solitaires reported was also above average. There were 32 sightings through Apr. 16. Very early Swainson's Thrushes were found Apr. 21 in Vancouver, BC (DT, RTo), and the next day in Coos, OR (Larry Thornburgh). Otherwise, they appeared May 5-9 throughout the region. Migratory movements were heard May 9 & 10 in the Willamette Valley (SH, Dennis Rogers) and May 26 in the s. Oregon Cascades (DFi). The only N Mockingbird observations were four in Oregon (Steve Ominski, Durrel Kappan, Norm Barrett). A Sage Thrasher in Seattle May 11 (†Paul Murtaugh) provided the 2nd King record. The last N. Shrike reports were Mar. 19 in Washington at the Skagit R. delta (Dave Baker) and Apr. 10 in the Fraser R delta, BC (JI). Four Loggerhead Shrike reports were more than usual. Shrikes were seen in Vancouver, BC, Apr. 8 (Bill Lamond), in Seattle Apr. 10 (†THas), at Yaquina Head, OR, Mar. 22 (Kathy Liska), and in the Douglas Cascades, OR, May 8 (DFi). 

VIREOS TO FINCHES -- Both Solitary and Warbling vireos were on time, in the first and second halves of April, respectively. Red-eyed Vireos are very rare on the outer coast; two were at Airport Heights, Coos, OR, May 27 (Ben Fawver). The first wave of Orange-crowned Warblers was Apr. 7 in Oregon and s.w. Washington (SH, BT), and the first individuals were reported in British Columbia the day after. Succeeding waves were noted in Oregon Apr. 16 (SH) and along the Washington coast Apr. 29 (G & WH). Yellow, Black-throated Gray, and MacGillivray's warblers and Com. Yellowthroats arrived on time, and no migratory concentrations of these species were reported. However, the Wilson's Warbler migration was unusually prominent this spring. One at Grants Pass, OR, Mar. 22 (Jim Miller) was very early. Otherwise the first arrivals were on time in early April in Oregon and late April in Washington and S British Columbia. A large coastal movement was noted at Astoria, OR (MPa), and Grays Harbor, WA (G & WH), Apr. 29-30. In the Puget Trough and in the mountains, Wilson's migration was still going strong at the end of May, when 150 were seen at Reifel I., BC (JI), 40 were in Discovery Park, Seattle (RTh), and numbers were moving in the Douglas Cascades, OR (DFi). The rare warblers this season were all in Oregon. A male Chestnut-sided Warbler in Portland May 17 (Joe Evanich) was the 7th for w. Oregon, a Yellow-throated Warbler at Airport Heights, Coos, May 27 (Barb Griffin) furnished the 2nd state record, and male Black-and-white Warblers were in Eugene Feb. 26 to Apr. 8 (Bruce Ostyn, mob.) and Thornton Creek, Lincoln, May 24 (DFa). Western Tanagers were on time in late April. Late movements were noted in Portland May 20-25 (GL) and in the Douglas foothills May 25 (DFi). The first Black-headed Grosbeak was in Ashland, OR, Apr. 18 (HS), and other first arrival dates were in the last third of April. Lazuli Bunting arrival was in mid-April on their breeding grounds in s. Oregon and in May at their scattered breeding locales in the Cascade foothills. Extralimital birds were noted at 2 locations on the n. Oregon coast (MPa, DFa) and in Seattle and Bellingham (RTh, TW). First Chipping Sparrow arrival dates were Apr. 3 at Salem, OR (Don Pederson), Apr 8 at Ft Lewis, WA (GW), and Apr 16 at Reifel I., BC (JI), their typical arrival pattern Vesper Sparrows also arrived on schedule: Apr. 1 at 2 Oregon locales (JJ, Paul Sherrell). Singles at Surrey, Apr. 10 (JM) and another in Vancouver May 19 (MPr) were among few records for the s.w. British Columbia area. Lark Sparrows at Newton Hill, Lincoln, OR, May 21 (Janet Lamberson), Point No Point, Kitsap, WA, May 22 (†VN), and Finley N.W.R., OR, May 28 (KM) represented unusually late dates for this casual migrant. A Black-throated Sparrow at Seattle May 19-20 (†THas, †RTh) provided the 7th w. Washington record. A Sage Sparrow was seen near Ashland, OR, Mar. 31 (MM). In w. Oregon, the Sage Sparrow is rarer than the Black-throated, even though Black-throateds are much scarcer than Sage in the interior. Savannah Sparrow movement was noted Apr. 29 on the Washington coast (G & WH) and May 7 at Seattle (EH) Grasshopper Sparrows returned to their Eagle Point, Jackson, OR, colony by May 5 (HS); this isolated colony is at least 3 years old. Large numbers of Golden-crowned and Fox sparrows were noted in migration on the Washington coast Apr 29 & 30 (G & WH, JGa). The timing of the movement was normal, but both species were unusually conspicuous, perhaps concentrated by poor weather. The only Lapland Longspur reports were of four at Ocean Shores, WA, Apr. 28-30 (JGa) and a very late bird on the Lane, OR, coast May 24 (Ruth Warren). The Rustic Bunting that wintered at Kent, WA, was last seen Apr. 9 (JGa). Snow Buntings were noted Mar. 26 at Port Angeles, WA (Tom Plath) and also May 7 on Mt. Hood, OR (GL, Tom Staudt). The latter record was unusually late and furnished one of very few spring records in the Cascades One Tricolored Blackbird returned to an old colony site in the Portland area Apr. 1. A new colony was found in N Portland Apr. 29 (JGi, m.ob.), with as many as 12 males present. Thirty-eight Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported away from their scattered breeding locales. Northern Orioles were first reported from Oregon in mid-April and then in early May in Washington and British Columbia A singing male "Baltimore" N. Oriole was in Woodburn, Marion, OR, May 29 and later (†BB). Red Crossbills were numerous in the San Juan Is., WA (TH). Sparse numbers were reported from other parts of western Washington (G & WH, TW) and the s. Oregon Cascades (DFi), and they were unreported elsewhere. The few Pine Siskin and Evening Grosbeak reports indicated unremarkable numbers. 

INITIALED OBSERVERS (Subregional editors in boldface) -- Barb Bellin, Thais Bock, Darrel Faxon (DFa), David Fix (DFi), Roy Gerig, John Gatchet (JGa), Jeff Gilligan (JGi), Tom Hahn, Todd Hass (THas), Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, John Ireland, Steve Jaggers, Jim  Johnson, Doug Kragh, Gerard Lillie, John Luce, Hue & Jo Aim MacKenzie, Phil Mattocks, Kathy Merrifield, Marjorie Moore, Harry Nehls, Vic Nelson, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Phil Pickering, Michael Price, Howard Sands, Fred Sharpe, Jeff Skriletz, Terry Thompson, Rob Thorn (RTh), Rick Toochin (RTo), Danny Tyson, Terry Wahl, George Walter.
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The Nesting Season, 1989 

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers  

June in the Region was unusually hot and dry nearly everywhere. July varied from somewhat cool to warmer an usual, but with few exceptions continued dry. Low water levels at American Falls Reservoir, Idaho, provided fabulous mudflats for migrating shorebirds. Conversely, a good water supply at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge provided excellent nesting habitat for waterfowl and other water-related species. The continuing trend for more southerly nesting species to appear farther north suggests that they may be early warning indicators of the "greenhouse effect." 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Hq. = Headquarters, W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS TO IBISES -- A pair of Com. Loons at Lost. L. near Wauconda, WA, brought off young for the 2nd successive year (RF, EH). Young were raised on Murphy L. near Fortine, MT (WW). Others in breeding plumage were noted in Grant (KS) and Okanogan and on the Columbia R. near Entiat, WA (RF). They were nesting on Wenatchee L. and Eight-Mile L., Chelan, WA (RO). One was at the Pack R. delta e. of Sandpoint, ID, in June (SHS), and one on Ennis L. n. of Ennis, MT, was unexpected (WEH). A Horned Grebe in alternate plumage at Camas N.W.R., Hamer, ID, was most unusual (WEH). Malheur N.W.R. Harney, OR., reported a sighting of only one Horned Grebe. in late July (CB). That refuge had about 288 Eater Grebe nests (GI). A Red-necked Grebe was on a nest on Sidley L., near Oroville, 
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WA (EH), and the species was again breeding at Silver L. in Harriman S.P., ID (CHT) A brood of four young left the nest on Bull L. near Fortine for the only report for that locality (WW). Very few W. Grebe nests were found at Malheur and the 20 Clark's Grebes that summered there failed to nest because of a shortage of vegetation for nesting substrate (GI). A pair of Clark's Grebes was with small chicks on Moses L., Grant, WA, June 10 (EH), and the species nested successfully on Saddle Mountain L., Grant, WA (WRR). One was sighted in Idaho near Roberts, and on Island Park Res., Fremont, and two were on Ennis L., Ennis, MT, July 8 (WEH). Apparently a latilong first was a Clark's at Willow Creek W.M.A. June 17 (PM, LWe). American White Pelicans were reported all summer in Washington from Okanogan to the Tricities (Pasco-Kennewick-Richland area), the largest number 200-300 on Potholes Res (RF, WRR, REW, JA). Supposedly there were no nesting attempts s. of the Region because of drought conditions. Some 1515 pairs at Malheur produced 910 young (GI). A few were reported in s.w. Montana. American White Pelicans numbered 150-200 at Ft. Boise N.W.R., Nyssa, ID, July 2 (ST), and "large numbers" were reported along the Snake R. in s. Idaho, presumably because the species was not nesting at Great Salt L. this year (fide CHT). Pelicans and Double-crested Cormorants were described as plentiful at Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, ID (WHS). Cormorant nests in the Harney Basin, including Malheur, totalled 849, up from last year but below the 1987 total Minidoka N.W.R. had 20+ cormorant nests (SB). The Potholes colony of Double-crested Cormorants contained 285 occupied nests (CG). Up to 20 fed and roosted at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, WA, during the summer (WRR). The colony at Ninepipe N.W.R., Pablo, MT, contained 80 birds (WEH) and the species had 75-80 nests, an increase, at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (JB). Vagrant birds appeared on Napier L. s. of Kamloops, BC, June 18 (one) (RR) and at Tranquille, BC, June 27- 29 (four--one with a leg band) and July 15-19 (one) (SR). A single bird at Ft. Boise N.W.R. was noteworthy (ST). Malheur counted 494 Great Blue Heron nests, down a bit from last year. Potholes Res. had 99 active nests (CG). Great Egret nesting increased significantly in the Harney Basin; the 675 nests counted made the 2nd-highest number ever (GI). The Potholes colony had 31 active nests of these birds (CG). One Great Egret appeared on Saddle Mountain N.W.R. July 10 (WRR). One sighting was made at Red Rock Lakes, where the species is very rare (JB). Single Great and Snowy egrets appeared at Ft. Boise N.W.R. July 2 (DJ), and both species were reported at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, (MT fide PLW). Numbers of Snowy Egrets in the Harney Basin improved over 1988's record low, with 35 nests counted (GI). Up to four Cattle Egrets appeared near Burns, OR. in July (CBa) and one was noted near Pocatello, ID, June 12 (WEH). An imm. Green-backed Heron was observed near Leavenworth, WA (RO). The Harney Basin showed an increase in Black-crowned Night-Heron nests, with 315 counted (GI). Their nests at the Potholes were conservatively estimated at over 200 (RF). The species appeared at Saddle Mountain N.W.R. July 10 (WRR). At Tranquille, BC, one imm. bird appeared July 15; subsequently, numbers increased to three immatures and one 2nd-year bird (SR) Thompson L. near Harrison, ID, had one June 12 and July 6 (JN) and perhaps the same one was seen regularly at Coeur d' Alene L. near Harrison in late July (SHS). White-faced Ibises set a new record for the number of nests in the Harney Basin with 4110 nests in 9 colonies (GI). 

WATERFOWL TO TURKEY -- An imm. Tundra Swan that summered in Malheur's Blitzen Valley was captured and banded (GI, DR). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., near Monida, MT, had a poor year for Trumpeter Swans, with only about 30 cygnets produced (JR). It was even worse at Malheur, where only one nest succeeded and the two young were presumably lost (GI). The 4 or 5 pairs at Harriman S.P. also had very few young (JS) Some Trumpeters were transplanted to Grays Lake N.W.R., ID (SB) A pair of banded and wing-marked ad birds was observed at Springfield Bottoms along American Falls Res., ID, July 19-26, and two ad birds were on Camas N.W.R June 12 (CHT). Mute Swans with a cygnet were observed s of Livingston, MT. The species has become established there and is spreading. Most of the birds have been captured and removed, in conjunction with plans to reintroduce Trumpeters in their place (WEH). Waterfowl numbers showed an increase at Columbia N.W.R. but very few broods were found in the Fortine vicinity, a minor nesting area (WW). Ross' Geese were sighted on Pend Oreille L. at Sunnyside, ID, May 7 (RB). A brood of Corn Goldeneyes was on Browns Lake s.e. of Ovando, MT, June 27 for apparently a new latilong record (PLW). The species was using nest boxes at Robinson L., n. of Bonners Ferry, ID (JM) Surprising were two pairs of Greater Scaup on Sidley L, Okanogan, WA, June 16 (EH). Immature Hooded Mergansers on the Jefferson R. w. of Three Forks, MT, suggested breeding there (WEH). Turkey Vultures, normally rare at Red Rock Lakes, were sighted numerous times there (JB). Many more Osprey nests were found along the Wenatchee R. between Wenatchee L. and Monitor, WA: 28, compared to 14 last year. A pair of Bald Eagles nested at Wenatchee L., outcome unknown (RO). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. had one unsuccessful nesting attempt by Bald Eagles (JB). Nestling Bald Eagles were reported at the upper end of Bowman L., Glacier N.P., MT, and "several" nests were reported in Lincoln, MT (fide WW). Two imm Bald Eagles at Pend Oreille L., ID, were still coming to their nest to roost July 20 (RB). One or possibly two adults were sighted along the Salmon R. n. of Salmon, ID, in late July, for apparently the first record there (LH). A Broad-winged Hawk was reported on the n. slope of the Trout Creek Mrs. s.e. of Fields, OR (PP). Rare were sightings of a Ferruginous Hawk close to Spokane June 24 (JA) and of two near Cottonwood, ID, July 15 (C.B.). One Merlin, 13 Peregrine Falcon, and 5 Prairie Falcon sightings were reported. No Gray Partridges were found on a 1500-mi tour of c. and w. Montana, despite careful searching. The hard winter was suspected of having affected them (WEH). Several broods of Wild Turkey were seen in the Fernan L. area, Coeur d' Alene, ID (FA). 

RAILS TO TERNS -- At least six Yellow Rails were found near Ft. Klamath, OR, June 24 (m.ob., fide TC). Sandhill Cranes were increasing their numbers and expanding their range in the Lemhi Valley, ID. A group of five was seen June 29 near Leadore (HBR). Vagrant birds appeared at Prairie, Hill City, and in Stanley Basin, ID (AL). Noteworthy Semipalmated Plover sightings were made at Harney L. in July (CB), near Cottonwood, ID, July 15 (WH, CV), and near American Falls Dam July 29 (CHT). Two pairs of Mountain Plovers showed strong indications of nesting near the Big Snowy Mrs. north of Ryegate, MT (KSA). Two pairs of Black-necked Stilts were sighted near George, WA, June 11 (EH), and 2 pairs nested at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR). The species again appeared at Reardan, WA, but in reduced numbers; one pair with young was seen there in late July (JA). Notable was a Greater Yellowlegs at Muskrat L., n.e. Okanogan, WA, June 15 (EH). Unusual were single Solitary Sandpipers at Cottonwood (WH, CV), along Eagle Cr. near Leavenworth, WA (RO), and near Sisters, OR (LRe). A Willet at Little Camas Prairie n.e. of Mountain Home, ID, was presumably the latilong's first (AL). One pair of Upland Sandpipers was sighted several times in May in the traditional nesting area in the Spokane Valley just east of the Idaho state line (EC). Two Uplands were seen in Round Valley, Cascade, ID, June 15, and one July 3 (AL). A Whimbrel was identified near Canyon Cr., MT, May 25 for a latilong first (DS). A Long-billed Curlew and its nest were photographed May 8 between Bonners Ferry, ID, and the Canadian border, and 6 pairs were sighted in that area May 16-June 1 (EC). Their numbers were 
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increasing in the Lemhi Valley where a flock of 19 was seen near Leadore June 29 (HBR). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. had several sightings of a small flock of Marbled Godwits in June (JB). Unusual was the sighting of four Semipalmated Sandpipers at Separation L. in the Kamloops, BC, area (RRH). Single Short-billed Dowitchers were identified on Springfield Bottoms (CHT) and at Carey L., Carey, ID (DT). The species appeared near Sisters July 11 (LRe). A Red Phalarope was reported 8 mi s.s.e. of Burns, OR, on the highly unusual date of June 7 (CB). Over 4000 shorebirds were sighted on the mud flats at American Falls Res. July 29 (CHT). Stinking Lake at Malheur had 14 Bonaparte's Gulls June 20 (GI) and Columbia N.W.R. had 12 on June 17 (WRR), both surprising dates. Up to 15 Caspian Terns were sighted near the Coeur d' Alene R. mouth, Harrison, ID, in late July-early August (SHS) and one was at Denton Slough, Pend Oreille L., ID, June 16 (SHS, DG, PS, CHT). One was found at Tranquille, BC, July 8 & 19 (SR). A Common Tern and seven Forster's Terns at Sidley L. June 16 made rare sightings there (EH). Black Terns were nest-building at Lost L. and Beaver L., Okanogan, June 24 (RF). 

OWLS TO HUMMINGBIRDS: -- The Kamloops-N. Thompson area, BC, furnished sightings of 75+ Flammulated Owls, the vast increase being the result of new surveys (RRH et al.). Seven or eight were heard on Scout Mt. s. of Pocatello in late June (JT, LW), and three were heard just e. of nearby Justice Park, July 3 (CHT, CW). Five Spotted Owls were found near Liberty, WA, June 13 (EH). In the area from Wenatchee L. to the Cascade Mts. crest, the number of breeding pairs of the species was believed to be about the same as in other years (RO). An adult and fledgling Barred Owls were sighted m Woods Gulch near Missoula, MT (JBr). It is believed that the species is not rare in that area now (PLW). A dead Great Gray Owl, cause of death unknown, was found hanging on a fence at Joseph Plain w. of Whitebird, ID, July 15 (C.B.). A Boreal Owl was heard near Elk City, ID (SBa). A N. Saw-whet Owl responded to a taped call near Prairie, ID, June 10 (ST). One was incubating 6 eggs in a nest box near Twisp, WA, June 18 (GB). Eleven Black Swifts were sighted over Lightning Cr. n. of Clark Fork, ID, June 16 (SHS, CHT, DG, PS). Five appeared along the Lochsa R. at Boulder Cr. in Idaho June 17 and one was found on Joseph Plain July 15 (C.B.). Feeding at a low elevation near Winthrop, WA, were 75-100 of this species June 18 (RF). They were noted feeding over the Nat'l., Bison Range, Moise, MT. and Ninepipes, N.W.R. They are known to nest behind waterfalls in the Mission Mts. to the east (PLW). A vagrant Black Swift appeared over Lookout Mt., Hood River, July 22 (DA). An out of place White-throated Swift was sighted near Burnt R. Canyon, Baker, OR, July 2 (PM, LWe). Revelstoke, BC, had a report of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird July 11 (MT, DP). Anna's Hummingbirds were reported in the upper Wenatchee Valley, WA, but numbers appeared to be down (RO). Female Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were believed present at feeders at Coeur d' Alene and Hayden Lake, ID (RBe, PH), at Rupert, ID (WHS), and at a feeder at Dale, OR, July 23 (MC, DL). An Allen's Hummingbird became a window casualty at Rupert (WHS). Several areas reported a drop in hummingbird numbers but Acton saw very good numbers at his Spokane feeders and over 400 were banded and 40 returnees caught near Troy, MT (KB).

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS -- Lewis' Woodpeckers were observed in the big burned area in the Wenatchee vicinity (RO) and two were sighted e. of Oroville, WA, June 16 (EH). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. had a sighting June 11 (JR). A Red-headed Woodpecker was identified just n. of L. Helena, MT, June 4 (TB, EB). Several Red-breasted Sapsuckers were sighted e. of the Cascade Crest in the Wenatchee area (BO). Pairs of Williamson's Sapsuckers were found at Bonaparte L. and near Lost L. in mid-June (EH). The species was found at numerous sites in the Missoula area (PLW). Surprising was a nesting pair on Scout Mt, ID (JT, CHT, CW, LW) The Chumstick Canyon area n w of Wenatchee had a breeding pair of White-headed Woodpeckers (RO) and one was lust e. of Vaseux L. in the Okanagan Valley, BC, May 27 (PPa). A Three-toed Woodpecker was sighted w. of Smith's Ferry, ID, July 15 (AL) and two were found in Glacier N.P., MT, July 11 (WEH) The Nat'l. Bison Range had five July 9 (WEH). A Black-backed Woodpecker was at a nest near Lost L. in mid-June (EH) and a pair was carrying food to a nest cavity near Red R. Ranger Station s. of Elk City, ID, July 4 (SBa). A Least Flycatcher was reported at Malheur N.W.R. Headquarters June 5-6 (PP, CDL) and another was seen closely and its song taped at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, WA, June 14 (JA). One was seen and heard at Moreland, ID, June 12 (WEH, CHT, CW) and one was found later at Pocatello (CW). They were heard and seen at 2 places in Glacier N.P. in late June (KA) Two Gray Flycatchers spent the summer just e. of Oliver, BC (SC), and two were nesting at Summerland, BC (LR). An adult and an imm. Gray Flycatcher were reported n. of New Meadows, ID, July 22 (WH, CV). Several Cordilleran Flycatchers were found on Scout Mt., ID, June 12, and the species was subsequently found in at least 6 different places in the Pocatello area (CHT, CW). One was seen and heard near Driggs, ID, June 17 (SP). A sighting of Cordilleran Flycatchers s of Cottonwood, ID, July 15 was significant (C.B.). A singing Pacific-slope Flycatcher was reported near Nespelem, WA, June 14 (EH). An E. Phoebe was seen at Revelstoke during early July (DP). Ash-throated Flycatchers were seen July 27 near Lyle, WA (EH), and one probably of this species was sighted in Norton Canyon w. of Ephrata (NL). Once fairly common in the Columbia Basin, they probably have lost their tree-cavity nest sites to starlings (RF). One was found along Mink Cr. Road s. of Pocatello in early June (DS) and another was sighted in junipers n. of Holbrook, ID, July 7 (CHT, CW) Extraordinary was a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher described at Clinton, BC, June 25-27 (fide RRH). 

SWALLOWS TO WARBLERS -- An amazing roost concentration of swallows, estimated at 20,000-40,000, mostly Violet-green but with a few Tree, Cliff, and Barn swallows, was encountered near Rocky Point on Klamath L., OR, July 29-30 (CJR). A group of Blue Jays was reported near the Chelan, WA, airport (SE, fide RF). Observers are requested to report sightings of Com. Ravens marked with yellow wing tags in Douglas, WA, this spring. Report to George Brady (WA Dept. of Wildlife, Box 535, Pateros, WA 98845--phone 923-2326) date seen, number of birds, tag number if possible, and name, address and phone number of observer. Pygmy Nuthatches were reported breeding near the confluence of the Wenatchee R. and Peshastin Cr. (RO). A Bewick's Wren was in Fulton Canyon, Sherman, OR, June 10 (PM, LWe). A sighting of a Gray Catbird, occasional to rare at Red Rock Lakes, was made June 6 (JR). Two N. Mockingbirds summered at the s. end of Flathead L., MT (MTh), and "a flock" visited near Boise for about a week around June 1 (RV). Sprague's Pipits were present most of the summer at Bean L. south of Augusta, MT (PHu). Two singing male Orange-crowned Warblers were seen, in June, along the Pahsimeroi R. near Ellis, ID (fide CHT). A male and female N. Parula were reported at Malheur N.W.R. Headquarters June 12 (DM) and a male was identified there the next day (CDL, HN). Single male Chestnut-sided Warblers were sighted at Penticton, BC, June 13 (SC) and at Revelstoke, BC, June 23-July 31 (DP, JW). The s. Blitzen valley of Malheur had one Chestnut-sided on June 8 (CB), and Malheur Headquarters had a male Magnolia Warbler June 8 (AM). Two male Black-throated Blue Warblers were spotted at Camas N.W.R. June 11 (JT, LW). A Black-throated Green Warbler was seen and heard at Revelstoke July 3 (DP, WWe). A Black-and-white Warbler was reported at Red Rock Lakes May 29 (fide JB). Single Ovenbirds were sighted at Malheur June 7 (PP) & 18 (BL, CO), and two were heard at Granite L. n. of McCall, ID, July 22 (WH, CV) One was seen and heard at Shuswap L. n. of Salmon Arm, 
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BC, June 15 (CH). A N. Waterthrush was carefully observed in the vicinity of Rocky Point, Klamath L., July 27 (CJR). Red Rock Lakes had one June 2 (JB). A Yellow-breasted Chat was found June 1 & 15 in the Helena Valley, where it is very rare (DE). 

GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES -- A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was reported at Malheur June 14 (fide GI). Two Indigo Buntings were sighted at Revelstoke June 26 and later (DP) and a male and a female were at Scotch Cr., Shuswap L., the last half of July (fide SRa). Green-tailed Towhees, normally occasional to rare at Red Rock Lakes, were seen regularly there (JB). Two pairs of Black-throated Sparrows were again found s. of Vantage, WA (JA, EH), and a singing male was sighted on Burch Mt. n. of Wenatchee June 12 & 14 (RO). Regular sightings of male Lark Buntings occurred at Red Rock Lakes in June and early July (JB). A single bird appeared near Leadore May 22 (HR). Baird's Sparrow was located near Bean L., MT, in early June (PD, DTr) and one was collected there a few days later (PLW, DH). A vagrant Le Conte's Sparrow was spotted at Clearwater L., Wells Gray Park, BC, June 24 (CH, fide RRH). Two Bobolinks were sighted at Grays L., Bonneville, ID, June 24 (CV, HV) and three males were reported at Roaring Springs Ranch, Harney, OR, June 10 (CB). A small colony of Tricolored Blackbirds was found near Hermiston, OR, July 20 (PSu). Malheur Headquarters had a Great-tailed Grackle June 1 (JG, SJ, RS) and June 5 (CB). Common Grackles brought off a brood of five at Aberdeen, ID (DBu), and young birds were found at Ashton, ID, July 22 (CHT, CW). A male "Baltimore" N. Oriole appeared at Kalispell, MT, in early June (fide PLW). Several Lesser Goldfinches summered in the Pocatello vicinity, indicating an established breeding population there (CHT, CW). 
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The Nesting Season, 1989

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Jim Johnson and Bill Tweit 

It did not seem to be a very remarkable breeding season. There were few comments on passerine breeding success. On the ocean, there was an almost complete lack of the normal wind-driven upwelling. As a result, sea surface temperatures were up to 5ºF warmer than usual. The lack of upwelling may have disrupted seabird breeding in a manner similar to the 'El Nińo' effect and caused low counts of tubenoses in July off Washington. Returning adult shorebirds from the high Arctic, such as Whimbrel, "peep," and Short-billed Dowitcher, seemed a bit early and in low numbers. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Iona = Iona Island sewage ponds, Vancouver, BC; S.J.C.R. = south jetty of the Columbia R., OR: V.I. = Vancouver Island, BC; W.A. = Wildlife Area. 

LOONS TO PELICANS -- There were reports of immature Com. Loons accompanying adults on 3 different lakes in the Cascades of Washington (Bob Kuntz et al.). There are few recent breeding records for the state. They are not known to breed in Oregon, so a breeding-plumaged bird on Diamond Lake, Douglas, in the Cascades July 7 (DFi) was probably a summering non-breeder. Small numbers of summering Red-throated, Pacific, and Common loons were reported from coastal areas. No June migrations or large summering concentrations were reported. A subad Yellow-billed Loon at Bullard's Beach S.P., Coos, June 4 (David Anderson) provided about the 5th summer report for Oregon. Small numbers of summering Horned, Red-necked, and Western grebes were also reported from coastal areas. The only flock of summering W. Grebes was of 350 on Bellingham Bay, WA (TW). The 2nd and 3rd records of summering Clark's Grebes in the Region were of one at Seaside, Clatsop, OR, June 26 (MPa) and a pair on Agate Lake, Jackson, OR, July 22-Aug. 3 (MM, HS). Reports from pelagic waters included one trip off Westport, WA, July 22 (TW), and notes from observers on fishing vessels off the Oregon coast (PS, TT). Black-footed Albatrosses were in large numbers, with 150 off Lane, OR, June 13 (PS) and 208 off Westport in July (TW). Small numbers (29) of N. Fulmars were seen off Westport (TW) and none was reported off Oregon. Low numbers were also recorded this spring. From 1981 to 1987, summering fulmars numbered in the hundreds. Very low numbers, reminiscent of summer counts prior to 1981, have been found these last 2 years. Fifty Pink-looted Shearwaters off Florence June 19 (TT) made a high count for June, but only 12 off Westport in July represented a very low count. Sooty Shearwaters and Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels exhibited similar patterns, with relatively high counts off Oregon, especially in June, and low counts off Washington in late July. Two thousand Sooties off Oregon contrasted with a paltry 250 off Washington in July, and 100 Fork-taileds off Oregon contrasted with two off Westport. The only Leach's Storm-Petrel report was of 50 off Florence, OR, July 27 (TT). For the 2nd year in a row, none was seen off Washington even though they are the more numerous breeder of the two storm-petrels. Up to 20 Am. White Pelicans, rare in summer, were on Hyatt Res. and adjacent Howard Prairie L., Jackson, OR, during early July (HS, MM). Following large numbers this spring, the excellent numbers of Brown Pelicans reported from the s. Washington coast included all age classes. Of the 250 at Westport July 22, one-third were post-breeding adults and 10% were young of the year (BT, TW). The farthest north was one July 11 on the Chain Islets, Oak Bay, V.I. (Howard Rands, fide BW). Brown Pelicans are still very rare on V.I.

HERONS TO HAWKS -- The only Great Egret report was of one at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR July 17 (SH). Usually there are several reports. Unusual reports of summering or late migrant waterfowl included a Trumpeter Swan at Saanich, V.I., June 6-29 (RS), a swan (sp.) at Miller Sands I. in the lower Columbia R., July 21 (fide (HN), a Snow Goose at Iona on 
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June 1 (TP). A Redhead was at Eckman L., Lincoln, OR June 18 (Roy Lowe), an Oldsquaw at Central Saanich, V.I. July 8 (JGa, KT), and an ad male White-winged Scoter inland on Fern Ridge Res. July 10 (SH). Gadwalls are very rare breeders in any part of western Oregon and in western Washington away from Puget Sound. Pairs were noted on the Oregon outer coast June 2 at Ft. Stevens S.P. and S.J.C.R. (HN). Buffleheads are also very uncommon breeders in Oregon; a pair and six ducklings were at Diamond L., Douglas, July 7 (DFi). More female plumaged Harlequin Ducks than usual summered at Tatoosh I., Clallam, WA (BP), and there were several other unusually high June counts from areas where post-breeding Harlequins summer: 40 at Clover Pt., Victoria, V.I., June 17 (RS), 24 at Point Roberts, Whatcom, WA, June 21 (WW), and 25 at Dungeness Spit, Clallam, WA, June 25 (SS). Black-shouldered Kites were reported from 2 locations in Oregon: an immature was on the outer coast at Warrenton, Clatsop, July 6 (MPa), and an adult was in the Rogue valley at Denman W.A., Jackson, OR, July 10 (HS). In Washington, 2 pairs and one immature were noted at their only known breeding locale at Raymond, Pacific, June 22 (EH) and one was along Puget Sound at Nisqually N.W.R. June 28 (Dennis Bolton). The number of Accipiter reports was above average: 15 reports of Sharp-shinned Hawk, 12 of Cooper's Hawk, and 2 unusual lowland summer records of N. Goshawk: an immature at Ocean Shores, WA, July 28 (G & WH) and an adult at Corvallis, OR, July 24 (Rich Hoyer). The only Red-shouldered Hawk report was of one near Talent, Jackson, OR, July 26 (HS). There were 4 reports of summering Merlins, a larger than normal number. One was from the s. Oregon Cascades July 1 (DFi) where they are not known to breed. The other 3 were from the Vancouver, BC, area, and one of those appeared to be of a family group (TP). There were 3 reports of summering Peregrines in Washington, and 2 reports from the Vancouver, BC area. 

CRANES, SHOREBIRDS -- A Sandhill Crane on Sauvie I., OR, throughout July (JJ, NL) provided the first summer record for the area, as did one July 6 at Sequim, Clallam, WA (G Fagerlund, fide SS). June reports of summering Black-bellied Plovers included 23 at Boundary Bay, Delta, BC (WW), numbers on Grays Harbor and Leadbetter Point, WA, June 20 & 21 (DP), and 25 on Dungeness Spit June 25 (SS). The Dungeness Spit birds were mainly in basic plumage; no notes were submitted on the others. Peak counts during July were of 50 at Dungeness Spit July 9 (SS), 45 molting adults July 22 at Ocean Shores (EH), and 150 at Mud Bay, Delta, BC, July 27 (JAM). There were 2 June reports of Lesser Golden-Plover, and 7 July reports. None of the reports indicated subspecies; observers should identify Goldens by subspecies whenever possible, as they likely originate from different areas. Snowy Plovers were found at their northernmost breeding locale at Ocean Shores, WA; breeding success was unknown. The maximum count was of three May 30 (Paul Hicks). Five summering Semipalmated Plovers were reported during early June from Iona, where they have bred (Danny Tyson). The first migrants were noted July 2 at Central Saanich, V.I. (BW), June 23 at Delta, BC (GP), and July 12 at Clatsop Beach, OR (HN) The peak counts were of 200 July 23 at Iron Springs, Grays Harbor, WA (EH), and 400 at Tillamook Bay July 26 (HN) A pair of American Avocets successfully bred at Serpentine Fen, Surrey, south of Vancouver, BC, this summer. Two fledged chicks were noted June 19 (JL). This is the same site where 2 pairs attempted to breed in 1988 for the first Regional record. Avocets are rare breeders even in eastern British Columbia. The other Am. Avocet report for the summer was of one at Portland, OR, June 3 (Greg Gillson), at the site where one was found in 1988. The first returning Greater Yellowlegs were found in the Vancouver, BC (GP), and Ocean Shores, WA (DP), areas June 20, and the peak count was of 50 at Sauvie I., OR, July 30 (JJ, NL) Fifty-seven Lesser Yellowlegs, an unusually high number, were found in the Vancouver, BC (MPr, GP), and northwestern Washington (DP) areas July 1 & 2 The only Solitary Sandpiper reports received were 2 from Oregon in late July (DFi, JJ, NL). The largest reported Whimbrel numbers were 50 each at Dungeness Spit, Clallam, WA, July 9 (SS) and at Tokeland, Pacific, WA (EH), lower than the usual peak counts A Marbled Godwit at Sidney Spit, V.I., June 2 (J & RS) furnished the first June record for the Victoria area; they are rare there at any season. A Ruddy Turnstone at Iona June 1-5 (RT) was highly unusual. As usual, the first southbound arrival dates for the rock shorebirds, including both turnstones, Surfbird, and tattler, were July 15 in all parts of the Region, except that 100 Surfbirds were early at Seal Rocks, OR, July 8 (fide DFa). Some 125 Ruddy Turnstones at Bandon Marsh, Coos, OR, July 31 (LT) and 500 Surfbirds at Seal Rocks July 15 (fide HN) were both very large counts for the Region Five Red Knot reports were all from late July, except one at Warrenton, Clatsop, OR, July 1 (MPa), a very early date for knots. A molting Sanderling at Dungeness Spit, Clallam, WA, June 25 (SS) furnished the only summering record, and the first migrants appeared July 9 at Dungeness (SS). Up to three Semipalmated Sandpipers remained until June 5 at Iona (RT), where the first return migrant appeared June 20 (JL). The peak Semipalmated count at Iona was of 195 July 9 (MPr) when Westerns also peaked locally. The largest groups of Semipalmateds away from the Fraser R. delta were of five each on Sidney Spit, V.I., July 8 (JGa, KT) and at Whidbey I, WA, July 9 (DP). Usually the first W. Sandpipers are found in the last days of June in all parts of the Region, but this summer they seemed earlier with 15 at Iona June 20 (JL) and 30 at Crockett L., Whidbey I., WA, June 25 (MD). The peak counts of adults were lower than usual: 5000 at Iona July 9 (MPr), 400 at Courtenay, VA., July 19 (Barbara Sedgewick), 1000 on Grays Harbor, WA, July 22 (EH, G & WH), and 2000 at Tillamook Bay July 26 (HN). Least Sandpipers arrived just a few days later than Westerns, and peak counts of adults were low: 125 at Sidney Spit, V.I., July 8 (JGa, KT), 50 at Delta, BC, July 15 (GP), 40 at Grays Harbor, WA, July 22 (BT), and 250 at Tillamook Bay, OR, July 26 (HN). A White-rumped Sandpiper at Iona June 29-July 2 (†RT, †H & JAM) furnished the 3rd record for the Vancouver area and the Region, all during the summer from Iona. There were 8 reports of Baird's Sandpipers during the period, roughly normal. During early June there were 10 reports of Pectoral Sandpipers, from the Oregon coast (HN, SH) and Iona (RT), which was above average, and which exceeded the 7 reports of returning migrants. A Stilt Sandpiper at Warrenton, OR, July 19-23 (MPa) furnished the only report. Short-billed Dowitchers returned early to the outer coast First arrivals were at Grays Harbor and Willapa Bay June 20-21 (DP) and peak counts were well below normal: 500 on Grays Harbor July 22 (EH, G & WH) and 150 at Warrenton July 17 (MPa). Long-billed Dowitchers tend to appear later than Short-bills, and in Puget Sound and Willamette Valley locations rather than on the outer coast. Peak counts were of 250 at Reifel I., BC (TP), and 800 at Sauvie I. (JJ, NL). Small numbers of Wilson's Phalaropes were noted during June in western Oregon and in the Vancouver, BC, area, but no breeding was noted. There were only 7 July reports. Red-necked Phalaropes reappeared in July, and three Red Phalaropes were noted off Westport July 22 (TW, BT). 

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS -- A Parasitic Jaeger at Clover Pt., Victoria, V.I., June 20 (fide DFr) was highly unusual. Fifty-eight Pomarine Jaegers and six S. Polar Skuas off Westport July 22 (TW, BT) were high counts for July. A: single S. Polar Skua seen 12 mi off Depoe Bay, Lincoln, OR, July 3 was early and close to shore (TT). Three July reports of Franklin's Gulls, 2 from the Vancouver, BC, area and one from Oregon (Bob O'Brien), were expected. An ad Little Gull was seen July 13 at Clover Pt. (RS) and July 15 at Dungeness, Clallam, WA (FS) Little Gulls are still rare in the Region at any season. Summering Bonaparte's Gulls included 50 at Grays Harbor June 
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20 (DP) and 35 at Delta, BC, June 16 (GP) By the end of June, migrants were being reported, with high counts of 450 at Iona July 18 (JL) and 250 at Clover Pt. July 23 (RS). The first northbound Heermann's Gulls were reported off the Coos R. mouth, OR, June 20 (LT). In some years northbound birds do not appear until July. Five days later the first Heermann's were reported from the eastern Strait of Juan de Fuca (MD). No Sabine's Gulls were reported off either Oregon or Washington; usually a few are present in July. No summering Black-legged Kittiwakes were reported, nor were any summering Com. Terns reported, although in July individual Com. Terns were reported from Delta, BC (GP), Clover Pt. (RS), and Westport (TW, BT). The isolated colony of Arctic Terns, found in 1977 in the Everett, WA, harbor, persists. Two pairs, one on a nest, were there July 2 (EH). Two immatures seen there with four adults Aug. 5 (Scott Ray) indicated successful breeding. Three Forster's Terns were at Fern Ridge Res., OR, June 23 (SH). This species, rare elsewhere in the Region, is found here nearly every spring/summer. A Black Tern near Vancouver, Clark, WA, June 11 (Jeff Skriletz) was unexpected. Common Murres apparently had poor reproductive success this year, probably correlated with the lack of upwelling this spring and summer. They may also be suffering from lingering impacts from the winter oil spill. Only one chick was noted with the adults moving north past Westport July 22 (TW, BT) and only one chick was noted with the first groups of adults to reach the Strait of Juan de Fuca July 26 (DFr). A Marbled Murrelet egg that fell out of an old growth W. Red Cedar was found on Long I., Willapa N.W.R. in Willapa Bay, WA, July 22 (JA). A very large count of Marbled Murrelets was of 360 on the ocean off the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane, OR, in June (SH). This count may indicate that the Siuslaw R. watershed, which drains part of the southern Willamette Valley cutting through the Coast Range, is a most important drainage for Marbled Murrelet. Other high counts of Marbled Murrelet, which is a possible candidate for threatened status, included 70 at Point Roberts, Whatcom, WA, June 21 (WW) and up to 30 off Sidney, V.I. (J & RS). Only 16 Cassin's Auklets were found off Westport on the July 22 pelagic trip (TW, BT). This low number may also correlate with the lack of upwelling this year and impacts from the winter oil spill as well. 

CUCKOOS TO WRENS -- A malnourished ad Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found road-killed in Victoria, V.I., July 5 (fide BB, *Royal B.C. Museum). There are only 3 previous records for the Victoria area, the last in 1904. The subspecies was not reported. A Flammulated Owl was heard in Sam's Valley, Jackson, OR, June 5-6 (June Babcock). There are few records for the Rogue valley but it probably breeds regularly there. One Spotted Owl was reported from s.w. British Columbia, where the species undoubtedly deserves endangered status. Barred Owl reports continued to increase. There were 5 from southern V.I. (fide BB). The two breeding records from the Vancouver, BC, area (Colin Butt, Carlo Giovanella, Gretchen Long) were the 3rd and 4th breeding records locally. Another breeding record came from the McKenzie R. drainage, Lane, OR (SH), and a pair was found between Lemolo L. and Diamond L. in the s. Oregon Cascades (fide DFi). The first sightings in Washington and British Columbia of Com. Nighthawk, always our last migrant, were all June 4. The number of reports of nighthawks in the Puget lowlands, where the breeding populations have been reduced for some years now, seemed to be better than usual. The colony of Black Swifts at Salt Creek Falls, Lane, had as many as 11 birds this year (NL). This is the only known breeding location in Oregon, although two at Pamellia L., Linn, July 1 (Roy Gerig) might have been from another breeding location. A male Calliope Hummingbird coming to a feeder throughout June at Yachats, Lincoln, OR (fide DFa), was very rare on the outer coast. A female just over the Oregon Cascade Crest in Lane July 15 (SH) was less unexpected. A pair of Williamson's Sapsuckers was at Conde Cr, Jackson, OR, July 6 (HS), this east-slope species might breed regularly in Jackson. A White-headed Woodpecker near Glacier, Whatcom, WA, June 23 (Pat Wharton) was another wanderer from the east slope of the Cascades. The status of Three-toed Woodpecker on V.I. is undetermined, so an adult male seen at Battleship L., Strathcona Park, in the Courtenay area June 25 and July 9 (Willie Haras, Joan Cartwright, Vi Chungranes) was of interest. More than usual numbers of Willow Flycatchers were noted in the Sequim area, Clallam, WA (SS). A Least Flycatcher at Iona June 28-29 (†RT, †Glen Thomson) furnished the 8th record for the Vancouver, BC, area. A spate of Eastern Kingbird records included one from Oregon, at Denman, W.A., Jackson, June 7 (HS, ph.); two from Washington, June 15 at the Washougal R. hatchery, Clark (Wilson Cady), and June 25 at Indianola, Kitsap (†Hank Vail); two at Courtenay, V.I., July 7 (Dianne Maloff); and seven in the Vancouver, BC, area (m.ob.) during June. These records do not include sightings from the few known breeding locales in the Region. For years, Purple Martin populations on southern V.I. have been reduced to 6 pairs or fewer at the Cowichan R. estuary, where two adults and two immatures were seen June 30 (RS). This year, at least three were seen during July around the docks at the Nanaimo harbor, 50 km north of the Cowichan (Mike Bentley, Bill Merilees), indicating the population may be recovering. A family group was seen in 1988 at Campbell R, another 130 km north of Nanaimo. Two martins summering in Bellingham, WA, where they have not been seen for years (fide TW), were also a hopeful sign, especially after the first martin record in years for the Vancouver, BC, area this spring Martins continued to do very well on Fort Lewis, WA, breeding in houses and snags (GW). This is the northern extent of sizeable martin populations. A Rock Wren was on Saddle Mt, Clatsop, in the Oregon Coast Range June 24-27 (Durrell Kapan, MPa), where territorial individuals have been noted previously. They are unknown as breeders west of the Cascade range.

 THRUSHES TO FINCHES -- A Ruby-crowned Kinglet nest found at 4300' in Cat Basin, near High Divide in the Olympic N.P., WA, Aug. 7 (CC) confirmed suspicions that the species nests in the Olympic mountains as well as in the Cascades. Three singing male kinglets in Royal Creek Basin July 12 provided additional confirmation of breeding in the Olympics (FS). The number of W. Bluebird pairs nesting on Fort Lewis, WA, was 178 pairs, down from 212 in 1988 (GW). Total production in the area, their northernmost regular breeding site, was comparable to 1988 with over 700 fledglings produced. Two Townsend's Solitaires were gathering nesting material June 7 at Mt. Douglas Park, Saanich, V.I. (RS), this would be an unusually low-elevation breeding record. More Swainson's Thrushes than usual were noted this summer in the Sequim, Clallam, WA, area (SS). A N. Mockingbird at Denman W.A., Jackson, OR, July 10 (HS) was the only one reported in the Region this summer. Up to 12 Red-eyed Vireos found on Sauvie I. all summer (m.ob.) evidenced a continuing westward increase of this species along the lower Columbia R. Singing male Nashville Warblers at 3 locations in the upper Cowlitz R. drainage, Lewis, WA, in June (BT) probably signified another area of range expansion over the Cascades from the east. Currently, they are known to breed sparingly in eastern Skagit and King of Washington. Two pairs of Hermit Warblers were found on Fort Lewis, WA, this summer (GW), in a locale and habitat from which the species disappeared during the 1970s. This is at the northern edge of their historic range. A male Am. Redstart at Sauvie I., OR, July 4 (Anthony Floyd) furnished an unusual mid-summer record. An Ovenbird singing in the Santiam Pass area, Linn, OR, July 14 (John Crowell) provided the 4th record for western Oregon A singing N. Waterthrush recorded at the Ashland Pond, Jackson, OR, June 4 (Bruce Stewart) was a vagrant, as the only spot where this species may breed in the Region is the Salt Creek Bog, Lane, OR. A few were noted there June 22 (SH). 
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There seemed to be fewer W. Tanagers than usual in the Sequim and Bellingham areas (SS, TW). Two Grasshopper Sparrows were at the Eagle Point colony in Jackson, OR, June 10 (MM). This was the 3rd consecutive year for breeding here, the only known locale in the Region. A male Bobolink June 5 on Tatoosh I., Clallam, WA (BP), provided a very rare summer record. There were very few Yellow-headed Blackbirds reported this summer; only 6 reports were received. A Common Grackle at Reifel I., Delta, BC, June 25 to July 3 (†Gerry Ansell, †RT, †WW) furnished only the 2nd record for the Vancouver area and the 2nd summer report for the Region. Several Cassin's Finches were found just west of the Cascade Crest in King this summer (CC). They seemed to be breeding in the mosaic of old-growth and clearcuts at 4000'. They are known to breed west of the Crest in the Subalpine Fir zone, usually above 4500'. This report is from a lower elevation but the cutting activity may create a niche for them. The elevation is well above typical Purple Finch elevation. The Sitka Spruce cone crop on the Washington outer coast was outstanding, so Type III Red Crossbills were abundant there and apparently bred (TH, JA). Small numbers of Type III Reds were found in the southern Washington Cascades during July (BT). Type IV Red Crossbills were numerous in the San Juan Is., WA, during June (TH). Reds of unknown type were well reported through much of the rest of w. Washington and s. British Columbia. In the Oregon Cascades, there were huge numbers of Type II from mid-June on (JJ, BT). Reds of unknown type were numerous throughout western Oregon. With the Reds in the Oregon Cascades were small numbers of White-winged Crossbills. Ten were at Gold L., Lane, July 22 (JJ, SH, Dave Irons). and three were at Larch Mt., Multnomah, July 29 (JJ). Four White-wingeds were also noted at Cypress P.P., in W. Vancouver. July 22 (WW). Neither Pine Siskin nor Evening Grosbeak was well reported with the only indication of numbers of either coming from the central Washington Cascades (CC). Finally, in the "No comment" category is the Eur. Tree Sparrow that began visiting a North Bend feeder, Coos, OR. July 17 (Barbara Griffin, MM) and was joined by a 2nd bird July 28. This is the same yard that held a Yellow-throated Warbler and a Clay-colored Sparrow this spring.
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