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Autumn Migration, 1987

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION  
/Thomas H. Rogers
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The overall weather picture for the autumn season was one of extreme drought, with most localities receiving little or no precipitation until mid-November. Temperatures, about normal in August, were unusually warm well into November. Most water bodies remained unfrozen. Vegetation dried up severely in many areas, reducing food supplies. Water levels were low, causing problems for waterfowl in some areas, but producing extensive mudflats that provided excellent feeding for shorebirds Some reports indicated that arriving migrants were late and summer residents lingered past their usual departure times. Some birds were suspected of having passed over without stopping, resulting in poor showings.  

ABBREVIATIONS -- C.G. = Campground, W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area; W.R.A. = Wildlife Recreation Area.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- A Red-throated Loon was sighted on Alturas L., s.e. of Stanley, Ida., Oct. 13 (MRC, FK) and one was on Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida., Nov. 26+ (PH). The first for Deschutes Co., Ore., was on Wickiup Res., Oct 25 and remained at least until Nov. 1 (TC, CM). Timothy L., Clackamas Co., Ore., had one Nov. 1 (PMu, LW). Single Pacific Loons were sighted at Vernon, B.C. (RRH) and Timothy L. (DL, PMu, LW) in November, and four were at Wickiup Res., Oct 25 (TC, CM). In Idaho, singles showed up on Hayden L., Oct 22-Nov. 3 (PH), at Massacre Rocks S.P. and at Twin Lakes near Preston (CHT, CW), and on Alturas L. (MRC, FK). In Washington, single birds were sighted at the Yakima R. mouth (REW), on L. Chelan (CK), and on L. Wenatchee (WD). Wickiup Res hosted 265 Com. Loons in October (TC, CM) and Banks L., Grant Co., Wash., had over 700 Nov. 4 (WRR). The only Yellow-billed Loon was one at Vernon Nov. 28 (PR). Noteworthy sightings were of two Red-necked Grebes on Alturas L. (MRC, FK), and single birds in the Hood River area (DL) and at Summer L. (CM), both in Oregon. Western Grebe populations remained
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low at Malheur N.W.R., Princeton, Ore., with a peak of 125 Sept. 2. A few Clark's Grebes appeared at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida., (WH, MK, LL, CV), at Wickiup Res. (CM), on Timothy L. (DL), and at Moses L., Wash. (EH, B & GR). American White Pelicans in the Malheur-Harney Lakes Basin, Harney Co., Ore., peaked at 3335 birds Sept. 2. By Nov. 2 only 388 remained. Deer Flat N.W.R. had up to 130 and the Walla Walla R. mouth, Wallula, Wash., had 60. Potholes Res., Grant Co., Wash., had at least 225, including eight that had been marked with blue wing patagials at Stum L., w. of Williams L., B.C. (DL). A scattered few were noted elsewhere in n.c. Oregon and s.c. Washington. Double-crested Cormorants in the Malheur area reached their high of 362 Oct. 1. One on Douglas L., in the s. Okanagan Valley, B.C., was noteworthy (BHu, SW), as were nine near Union Gap, Wash. (Y.V.A.S.) and one on the Snake R. near Silcott, Wash. (MK, PS, J & DP). At least 160 Great Egrets were still in the Malheur-Harney Basin Sept. 2. Unusual were singles s. of Lowden, Wash. (fide SM), near New Plymouth, Ida. (C.B.), at L. Lowell, Deer Flat N.W.R. (BWh), and at American Falls Res. on the Snake R., Ida., (CHT). Malheur had 26 Snowy Egrets Sept. 2; none was seen there after Oct. 1. Bruneau Dunes S.P., near Mountain Home, Ida., had one Sept. 27, and the species was noted at Summer L., Sept. 24. A bird identified as an imm. Little Blue Heron at the mouth of the Grande Ronde R., Asotin County, was possibly e. Washington's first (AM et al.). A Cattle Egret near Sterling, Ida., Aug. 29 was the only one reported (CHT). Single Green-backed Herons appeared at the Hood R. mouth Aug. 30 (DAA) and at Ellensburg, Wash., Sept. 6 (EH).

WATERFOWL -- The Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. population of Trumpeter Swans was about 250 (CDM), and Malheur had 50-55 (CDL). The Henrys Fork area of the Snake R. in s.e. Idaho had 333, including 15 neck-collared birds from the Northwest Territories, Nov. 27 (JS). A pair was suspected of having nested on the s.w. slope of Steens Mt., Harney Co., Ore. (CC). Six showed up on Carry Res., Boardman, Ore., Nov. 19 (RK). It was a good autumn for seeing Greater White-fronted Geese. Summer L. had up to 450, and at least 400 were sighted in the vicinity of Burns, Ore. Over 300 stopped at Creston W.M.A., B.C., for an extended period. Fort Boise W.M.A., s. of Nyssa, Ore., had at least 250. McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., yielded 144 Sept. 27. Sunriver, Ore., counted an unusual 65 (TC, CM), and a few in Hood River Co., Ore., were rarities there (DAA, DL et al.). Three at Metcalf N.W.R., Mont., were notable (CP). Vernon had 12 Oct. 5 (RRH). Snow Geese were noted migrating mostly over Deer Flat N.W.R. At Malheur the birds arrived late and did not linger. Only 240 were found on the Nov. 2 aerial survey there. A Ross' Goose at Pine Hollow Res. was apparently the first for Wasco County, Ore. (DAA). About 4200 Canada Geese were using Malheur October-November, and at least 3000 were at Pine Hollow Res., Nov. 22. The peak of 3200 Canadas at Kootenai N.W.R. was a good showing there but the peak at Metcalf N.W.R. was low at 2000. Unusual were a "Cackling" Canada Goose at Drake Park in Bend, Ore. (TC), and 23 in the Upper Klamath L. area, Klamath Co., Ore. (EA). About 45,000 waterfowl, nearly 80% Mallards, were observed at Carty Res., Nov. 19. The mild weather delayed duck migration at Kootenai N.W.R., where numbers varied between 9000 and 14,000 during September and October. Mallards peaked at 21,000 in late November there. Waterfowl, mostly Mallards and Am. Wigeon, at Columbia N.W.R., Wash., numbered over 80,000 in late November. Duck numbers at Malheur N.W.R. reached over 24,000 Oct. 1; Mallards at 8000, Green-winged Teal at 5800, Gadwall at 3350, and Am. Wigeon at 3200 made up the bulk of them. Wanapum Pool on the Columbia R. near Vantage, Wash., had 5000 Redheads and 2000 Canvasbacks Nov. 4. Metcalf N.W.R. reported that duck use was only about 10% of normal. The only Eur. Wigeon reported was a male at the Walla Walla R. mouth Nov. 25 (KK). A well described male Tufted Duck at Vernon, B.C., furnished the first interior record for the province (PR). Notable were sightings of Greater Scaup at Massacre Rocks S.P. (CHT), Prairie City, Ore. (G.C.B.C.), and Wickiup Res. (TC). Single Oldsquaws at Lakeview (MA) and Summer L. (CM), Ore., and American Falls Res. (DB, BJ, BN, CHT) were rarities. A scattering of Surf Scoters, rare in the Region, was reported: in Idaho, two at Kootenai N.W.R. (LDN), and one on Little Redfish L., s. of Stanley (MRC, FK); in Oregon, two at Chickahominy Res., w. of Riley (F & WV), three on Haystack Res., s. of Madras (B & JB), one at Bend (TC), one on Thompson Res., Lake Co. (CM), one on Timothy L. (DAA, DL), one on Malheur L. (MD), and one s.e. of Princeton (GC); in Washington, one at the Walla Walla R. mouth and three on the Yakima R. Delta (REW). A few White-winged Scoters, mostly single birds, appeared in e. Oregon and c. Washington, and at L. Helena, Mont. (LMc). Columbia N.W.R. had a surprising 13 (WRR) and Hood River County had five (DAA, DL). A Hooded Merganser appeared at the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab site, Arco, for the first sighting there (TR). Four Red-breasted Mergansers at Wickiup Res., Nov. 1 were the county's first (TC).

HAWKS THROUGH QUAIL -- Two young Ospreys left their nest Aug, 23 on the Bureau of Land Management platform erected near Salmon, Ida., for the first confirmed fledging in that area in recent years (LHa). A very late bird was seen along the John Day R. n. of Mitchell, Ore., Nov. 15 (G.C.B.C.). A Black-shouldered Kite appeared along Jackson Cr., s. Malheur County, in September for one of few s.e. Oregon records (BK). No concentration of Bald Eagles occurred in the Glacier N.P.- Flathead R. drainage of n.w. Montana (PLW). The peak of only 47 in Glacier N.P. was the lowest since counts began in 1965--the previous low was 179. The near-total unexplained collapse of the Kokanee salmon population was the cause (RM). The Bald Eagle Project of Glacier N.P. is requesting detailed information on sightings of birds with red wing markers. Send observations to the project c/o Riley McClelland, West Glacier, MT 59936. Eight imm. Bald Eagles observed at Carry Res. presumably were taking advantage of the large waterfowl numbers (RK). A radio-equipped bird from Glacier N.P. found near Frenchglen, Ore., in November was located the next day near Cedarville, Cal. (CDL). Red-shouldered Hawks, very rare in s.e. Oregon, appeared at several localities: near Frenchglen 
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Immature Red-shouldered Hawk at Roaring Springs Ranch, s.e. Oregon, Sept. 26, 1987. Notice the crescent-shaped pale panels in the outer primaries. Photo/Jim Johnson. 

(MS), at Malheur N.W.R. and others at Roaring Springs Ranch (TC, CM) in the Catlow Valley (DI), at Klamath Falls (PL), and at Paisley (SS). A concentration of 40 Swainson’s Hawks, 30 of them dark-phased, was near Kahlotus, Wash., Aug. 27 (PL). A "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk was sighted w. of Spokane Nov. 28 (JA). A completely albino hawk w. of Basin, Mont., was suspected of being a Red-tailed (WHa). The annual hawk survey in the Henrys L. area of s.e. Idaho found only eight Ferruginous Hawks and only 61 Buteos in all (CHT). Field trips to the Lowden-Touchet area of Washington found far fewer hawks than last year (SM). Four sightings of single Peregrine Falcons and 2 of Gyrfalcons were reported. A white breast feather and many tracks indicated that the introduced White-tailed Ptarmigans in the Wallowa Mts. of n.e. Oregon were doing all right there (KK). Several Wild Turkeys appeared near Sisters (BL) and near Black Butte Ranch (LR), Deschutes Co., Ore. A few were sighted in the John Day, Ore., vicinity (G.C.B.C.) A Mountain Quail showed up in a hunter's bag from the S. Fork of John Day R. (G.C.B.C.).

CRANES THROUGH TERNS -- Lake Helena, near Helena, Mont., had about 100 Sandhill Cranes, the largest number ever reported for the area, Oct. 3 (GH). A vagrant Sandhill Crane appeared at Oden Bay, Pend Oreille L. in n. Idaho, in mid-October (SHS). American Falls Res. is a major staging ground for Killdeer; nearly 1000 congregated there during August (CHT). Low water levels at Malheur L. invited up to 21 Black-bellied Plovers, the largest number ever recorded there, and the 8th local record of a Lesser Golden-Plover. One of the latter at Reardan, Wash., was Acton's first there in 9 years' observing. Up to four appeared at the Walla Walla R. delta (KK, SM, AS). One at Hood River was Anderson's first there. A very few appeared at a few other spots in e. Oregon and Washington. Notable were up to six Black-necked Stilts at Reardan (JA, BW). American Falls Res. was a major stopping place for Am. Avocets, with a peak of nearly 2600 Aug. 18 (CHT). An Upland Sandpiper was sighted at Knox Springs, 5 mi n.e. of Frenchglen (CC), and two appeared in the schoolyard in Seneca, Ore., the first week of August (G.C.B.C.). The Walla Walla delta had three Whimbrels Aug. 30 (DG, AS) and the Springfield Bottoms on American Falls Res. had 3 sightings of single birds Aug. 2-Sept. 23 (BJ, CHT). A Hudsonian Godwit at Vernon Sept. 3-8 was the Okanagan Valley's first (BH, RRH, PR et al.) and a single bird was sighted at Summer Lake Wildlife Area Aug. 22-Sept. 17 (AA, MA, CC, CM, SSu). The Walla Walla delta turned up two Ruddy Turnstones and a Red Knot Aug. 30 (DG, AS, SS) and a Red Knot Oct. 10 (KK). Sanderlings, rare in the Region s. of Canada, showed up as singles at Fortine, Mont. (WW), at the Hood R. mouth (DL), at Hart L., Lake Co., Ore. (CM), and at Summer L. (CC). By contrast, Kamloops had high numbers, up to 45 (SR). Kahlotus L. had six Semipalmated Sandpipers Aug. 6 (DB) and four Aug. 27 (PL, BT) for that locality's first sightings. The only Stilt Sandpiper for e. Oregon was one at Summer L. (SSu). In e. Washington, where they are less rare, unusual numbers appeared at Reardan (11--JA, BW) and at the Walla Walla delta (10--DG, AS, SS). Real rarities were a Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Reardan (JA, BW) and another at Vernon (BH, PR). Even more remarkable was an imm male Ruff at Reardan Sept. 27 (JA, BW). Malheur had three Short-billed Dowitchers (CM) and Summer L., one (CC). In Washington, singles appeared near Lind (BT), at Potholes Res., Grant Co. (PL), at the Walla Walla delta (KK), and at Kahlotus L., Franklin Co. (PL, BT). Reardan had one to three Aug. 23-29 (JA, BW). 
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Adult Western Gull at American Falls Res., Idaho, Aug. 21, 1987. Photo/W. Edward Harper.

Single Parasitic Jaegers were observed twice at American Falls Dam (DS, CHT, BJ) and at the Walla Walla delta (AS). A Long-tailed Jaeger appeared at Haystack Res. for Jefferson County's first record (B & JR, W & RY). The Hood R. mouth reported one to four Mew Gulls on 2 dates in October and November (DL). One was seen in the Lewiston, Ida.--Clarkston, Wash., vicinity (CV) and another at Potholes Res. (EH). A Sabine's Gull was spotted 20 mi s. of Malheur N.W.R. headquarters Sept. 25 (CDL). A Thayer's Gull appeared in the Vernon area for the 3rd consecutive year (PR) and one was sighted at Hayden L. in n. Idaho (PH). The "resident" W. Gull at American Falls Res., found in a weak state Oct. 14, was collected for positive identification (CHT). Notable were Black Terns at Prairie City sewage ponds (G.C.B.C.) and a juv. bird at Haystack Res. (BB).   

PIGEONS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- A Band-tailed Pigeon was sighted in Big Cedar Canyon, 12 mi w.n.w. of Oakley, Ida., Nov. 25 (MRC, FK). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found in Sacajawea S.P. near Pasco, Wash., Sept. 20 (RJ). The species is very rare in e. Washington. An E. Screech-Owl was calling in the Little Belt Mts. in c. Montana Sept. 30-Oct. 1 (LKM). A Com. Barn-Owl at Vernon Oct. 6 was a rarity (PR). The only 
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Snowy Owl reported was one near Davenport, Wash., Nov. 29 (JA). A Burrowing Owl frequented old burrows at Vernon in late October (MC, PR). Apparently the only records for Oregon of Boreal Owls since 1902 were obtained, 17 individuals being found in Baker, Umatilla, Union, and Wallowa counties (BW). A Barred Owl was found at Delintment L., 35 mi n.w. of Burns, Sept. 11 for s.e. Oregon's first (CB), and one was seen in Oregon on Birch Cr. s.e. of Walla Walla, Wash. (AL). In Washington two were sighted at Loup Loup C.G., Okanogan Co. (EH), and one was found in Columbia County (BW). One was heard at Brisco, B.C., Sept. 10 (LH). Six Black Swifts on Steens Mt., Harney Co., Ore., Aug. 16 provided s.e. Oregon's 2nd record (MH et al.). A female or imm. hummingbird at Asotin W.R.A., Asotin, Wash., was believed to be a Black-chinned (DBe). Unusual also was a sighting of a Black-chinned at John Day and Prairie City (G.C.B.C.). Lewiston, Ida., had an Anna's Hummingbird Nov. 21 (HW, fide HG) and one appeared at Wenatchee, Wash., Nov. 13 (JT). A Broad-tailed was reported at Dog Cr. in the John Day area (G.C.B.C.). An encouraging number of reports of Lewis' Woodpeckers came in from s. Idaho, e. Oregon, and e. Washington. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was identified in Yakima Nov. 26 (DG). Two Red-breasted Sapsuckers and a hybrid Red-breasted x Red-naped were found at Indian Ford C.G., n.w. of Sisters, Ore. (TC). One Red-breasted was spotted at Summer L., Sept. 22 and Nov. 30 (CM), and one was seen in Hood River County (DL, DAA). Especially noteworthy was one at Fields Spring S.P., Asotin Co., Wash. (MK, m.ob.). A Least Flycatcher was identified at Wanapum S.P. near Vantage, Wash., Sept. 7 (EH). A Black Phoebe was identified at Klamath Falls Nov. 29 (SF, PL). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Burns was s.e. Oregon's 3rd (M & SR). A migrating flock of Violet-green Swallows near Winthrop, Wash., Aug. 31 numbered 2000+ (EH).

JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS -- A few Blue Jays appeared: two at Bonners Ferry, Ida., (HWh), one at Culdesac, Ida., (C.B.), one at Gardiner, Mont. (JWZ), one at Helena (CL, HZ), and one at Missoula, Mont. (LB). Bewick's Wrens appear to be spreading in s.e. Oregon, appearing along Cottonwood Cr., s. of Fields (CDL), at Roaring Springs Ranch (PP), near Lakeview (MA), and at Summer L. (DL). In Washington two were sighted in the Randle vicinity for a new locality (B & GR). Several observations of the species were again obtained in the Lewiston, Ida.-Clarkston, Wash., area. A sighting of Golden-crowned Kinglets in the Little Belt Mts. was unusual (LKM). Bluebird trail nest boxes in n. Idaho and w. Montana fledged over 2100 W. Bluebirds and about 5700 Mountain Bluebirds. Of these, 60 Westerns fledged in the Eureka, Mont., area, and nesting of this species was reported near Wolf Creek for the first time since the early 1930s (AAy, DHr). Varied Thrushes were "more abundant than usual" at Malheur, "sometimes abundant" in Lakeview, and "quite common" at Walla Walla. Three sightings of single N. Mockingbirds were obtained in Helena (GM, JSm, CD). In Oregon one appeared w. of Paulina (GHa), one visited Malheur N.W.R. (CDL), and one was sighted at Paisley (SS). A Gray Catbird in Lake County, Ore., was noteworthy (DL). Many a stray warbler visited the Region. A Magnolia Warbler, e. Washington's 2nd and the state's 6th, was observed at Vantage Sept. 6-7 (BT, PM, GW, m.ob.). Oregon had 2 sightings: at Fields Sept. 11 (PP) and at Malheur N.W.R., Sept. 24-27 (PP, JJ, SJ, DHe). Southeastern Oregon had several sightings of single Black-throated Blue Warblers, both male and female, Sept. 21-Nov. 14: at Malheur Headquarters's "oasis" (WHH, JJ, JG, SJ, DL, LW), at Summer L. (MSt), at Roaring Springs Ranch (TC), and at Three-mile Pond, 17 mi s. of that ranch (JJ, DHe, SJ, PMu, LW). One hit an Idaho Falls, Ida., window (EC) for the only other record. Malheur N.W.R. had a rare sighting of a Black-throated Green Warbler Sept. 21 (WHH). A Palm Warbler was identified at Lyon's Ferry, s. of Washtucna, Wash., for a rare sighting (D & JP). Sightings of vagrant Blackpoll Warblers
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Female Eastern Bluebird at nest box in Bitterroot Valley, Mont. This bird paired with a male Mountain Bluebird and laid a clutch of eggs in June 1987. Photo/Chuck & Suzi Campbell.

were more common than usual: several at Malheur N.W.R. (TC, JG), one at Fields (MS), one at Roaring Springs Ranch (PMu, LW), one banded near Troy, Mont. (KB), and two near Vantage, Wash. (BT, PM, GW). A Black-and-white Warbler appeared at Malheur N.W.R. on 2 dates. An Am. Redstart was at Richland, Wash., for Woodley's 3rd record there. Malheur N.W.R. had another rarity, a Prothonotary Warbler (J & JC, T & AM), for s.e. Oregon's 3rd sighting. An Ovenbird showed up at Malheur (TC) and another was seen at Roaring Springs Ranch (MR). Surprising was a sighting of a N. Waterthrush at McNary Dam, Umatilla, Ore., Nov. 28 (KK). Montana's first Painted Redstart, photographed at Clinton, was seen Nov. 7-13 (D & RR).

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES -- A femaleplumaged Blue Grosbeak n. of Ola. Ida., made the first sighting for that area (CFZ). An Am. Tree Sparrow, rare in the Klamath Falls area, was sighted at Paisley Nov. 1 (SSu). A Le Conte's Sparrow showed up at Metcalf N.W.R., Sept. 15 (DH). Two Swamp Sparrows at Vernon Oct. 29-31 provided the 3rd record for the Okanagan Valley; at least one was still present Nov. 28 (MC, PR, WWe). A single bird at Klamath Falls was the county's first (SF, PL). A call note heard at Malheur Sept. 24 was believed to be that of a Swamp Sparrow by an observer very familiar with the species (WHH). A sprinkling of White-throated Sparrows appeared in the Okanagan Valley and in e. Oregon and Washington. A Golden-crowned Sparrow banded near Troy in September was of special interest (KB). A few Harris' Sparrows showed up in s. Idaho, w. Montana, e. Oregon, and e. Washington. One was at the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab, Arco, for the first sighting there (TR). A Lapland Longspur was spotted near the top of Steens Mt., Harney Co., Ore., Oct. 17 (DL, PMu). Two of these birds showed up on Stark Mt., 7 mi n.w. of Alberton, Mont., for that area's first sighting (VV). Unusual was the sighting of a male Bobolink at Kootenai N.W.R., Aug. 12 (MN). A Rusty Blackbird frequented a spot s. of Lowden, Wash., for at least 3 weeks beginning Nov. 1 (KK, DL, m.ob.), and two were sighted at nearby Whitman Mission Nov. 27 (BT, GW). Kamloops had one Oct. 24, feeding with Dunlin on mudflats (SR). A "Baltimore" Oriole frequented Malheur N.W.R., July 31 to at least Aug. 16 (TC, LC). A bird believed to be a Com. Grackle stayed in Prairie City for 4 days in early November (G.C.B.C.).
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Three Purple Finches appeared in a Lakeview yard in mid- November (MA). The species was also reported in Oregon from the N. Fork of the Malheur R., from Prairie City, and from Strawberry Mt. s. of Prairie City (G.C.B.C.). A single Purple Finch was identified at Washtucna, Wash., Aug. 27 (PL, BT). Lesser Goldfinches visited Page Springs and Lakeview, Ore. (G.C.B.C., MA). 

ADDENDA -- A Great Egret stayed at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., for at least 10 days in May, 1987 (BW). About eight Yellow Rails were observed at Ft. Klamath, Ore., May 15, 1987 (PS). A breeding-plumaged Ruff was carefully identified near St. Andrews, Wash., Apr. 27, 1986 (TWW, B & GRe, JRW). A Snowy Owl s. of Moscow, Ida., Apr. 2, 1987 was highly unusual (CHT, m.ob.). A Least Flycatcher was heard along the Wenatchee R., Wash., July7, 1987 (JT). and a pair of Ash-throated Flycatchers fledged young near Wenatchee in 1987 (BJa). A male Mountain Bluebird mated with a † E. Bluebird in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont. They produced a clutch of eggs in June 1987, but no young fledged (C & SC).

CORRIGENDA -- The three Snowy Plovers at Springfield bottoms (AB 41:464) were reported by Dave Burrup (DB, not DP). The British Columbia Black-necked Stilts (AB 41:464) were not the province's first; there are several records from the coast and at least 3 previous records from the interior. Also, there were nine at Okanagan Falls, not one, in late April (the 27th) (HM) and additionally, 14 were seen at Vaseux L. the same day (LHg) (All fide RJC). The Herring and Glaucous-winged gulls reported in AB 41:306 were not the first for the Walla Walla latilong. The thrasher referred to in AB 41:465 as having been seen in Boise during the winter was a Brown Thrasher, not a Curve-billed (CHT).
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Autumn Migration, 1987

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.
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The season was drier than ever, and warmer than usual. The recent drying trend in the Pacific Northwest continued in force. Less than half the normal rainfall fell on the Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, British Columbia, weather stations this fall, and each month averaged 2-4ºF warmer than usual. Effects of this weather on the fall migration were difficult to determine. There was no noticeable change in the incidence of latest-ever sightings. The increased records of Bank Swallows, Pinyon Jays, Northern Waterthrushes, and several other species typical of the eastern one-half of the Northwestern states could be in response to the newly drier-than-usual conditions here. However, those visitors present in greater than normal numbers this fall were primarily from the south: Brown Pelicans, Great Egrets, and Elegant Terns; or from somewhere offshore: Flesh-looted and Buller's shearwaters, Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels, and Cassin's Auklets. There were fewer than usual Ruffs, or Siberian strays of any kind. At the same time there were more than usual vagrant species from the eastern United States. This season a birder was stationed for 75 days on a floating island, a 100-meter trawler 30-60 miles offshore Oregon, and recorded 18 species of passerines, including Black-throated Blue, Palm, and Blackpoll warblers, to add fuel to the ongoing discussion of the relative scarcity of those vagrants in the Region.

ABBREVIATIONS -- S.J.C.R=. South jetty of the Columbia River, Ore.; V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. Place names in italics are counties.     

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- An ad Yellow-billed Loon in Metlakatla Bay, Prince Rupert, B.C., Aug. 18 was earlier than usual (D. Bertram, MF), as were others near Ucluelet, V.I., Sept. 3 (DP) and at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Sept. 12+ (GA, m.ob.). A gathering of seven Com. Loons Oct. 20 on Timothy L. near the Cascade summit s. of Mt. Hood, Ore., had grown to a surprising 20 birds there Oct. 31 (DA, DL). An estimated 2500+ Red-necked Grebes present Aug. 31 (PL) between Dungeness and Port Angeles, Wash., and about 10,000 W. Grebes on Bellingham Bay, Wash., in early October (TW) were the high counts of the migration. An ad W. Grebe with a half-grown chick found Sept. 20 in Scoggins Valley Park, w. of Portland, Ore., could have indicated nesting in the area (VT, DL). However, ad Westerns are known to both swim and fly with young aboard (e.g., Palmer 1962, Handbook of N. Am Birds, p. 103),
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and this location is relatively near the Columbia R. and the eastside colonies. At least nine Clark's Grebes were reported. Surely this reflects increasing observer attention and knowledge. The earliest were seen Aug. 6+ in Tacoma, Wash. (†Jon Jensen, TB et al.) and Aug. 26 at Seaside, Ore. (TCr). Thereafter sightings were near Ilwaco, Wash., Sept. 20 (F. Brown), inland on Timothy L., Oct. 31 (DA, DL) and Agate L., Jackson, Ore., Nov. 5-15 (TCo), at Boiler Bay, Lincoln, Ore., Nov. 19 (BO), Ocean Shores, Wash., Nov. 20 (G & WH), and at French Beach P.P., V.I., Nov. 27 (M & VG). There were reports from 16 pelagic trips: 9 out of Westport, Wash. (TW), 4 offshore Oregon, and 3 off s.w. British Columbia, and reports from an observer aboard a foreign fishing trawler offshore Oregon for 75 days (PS). A Laysan Albatross stayed close around that trawler Oct. 1-2 (PS) when it was 34-47 mi off Depoe Bay. Black-footed Albatross numbers peaked at 174 off Westport Sept. 13 (TW) and 184 off Lincoln Sept. 20-22 (PS). Counts of N. Fulmar peaked in October with 490 off Westport Oct. 4,500 off Garibaldi, Ore., Oct. 10 (BO), and 1000 off Ucluelet, V.I., Oct. 10 (WW et al.). About 30 N. Fulmars were seen from shore Nov. 21 at the mouth of the Siuslaw R., Ore. (SH, P. Sherrell). The high counts of Pink-footed Shearwaters were of 366-793 during Aug. 29-Sept. 6 off Westport and 100 out of Garibaldi Sept. 6 (TCr, DL). The usual many thousand Sooties and 10 Short-tailed Shearwaters were noted. Eight Flesh-footed Shearwaters seen Oct. 4 off Westport furnished the highest fall count there in 19 years (TW). Seven other Flesh-footeds were scattered throughout the season and the Region. The 375 Buller's Shearwaters off Westport Oct. 4 made the highest count since 1977. Twenty Buller's were seen Oct. 10 off both Garibaldi (BO) and Ucluelet (WW et al.). The 800 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels seen off Westport Sept. 12, and 1500 Sept. 13, were both new highest-ever counts (TW). On Aug. 20-21, 375 Leach's Storm-Petrels were banded on Hunter's I., Curry, Ore. (JA, RL). A group of 12 Am. White Pelicans stayed on Sauvie I., Ore., and adjacent Vancouver L. and Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash., Sept. 12-Nov. 13 (HN, WC, MHi). Four of these had blue shoulder ribbons indicating their origin at Stum L., just w. of the town of Williams Lake, B.C., almost due north of Portland (fide DL). One Am. White Pelican was at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene Ore., Sept. 28 (TM) and five were at Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., Oct. 4 (S. Van Niel). Brown Pelicans moved N this season in larger numbers and stayed later than usual. Six hundred were on the Curry, Ore., coast Aug. 13 (PL) and 1800 were estimated there Sept. 18 (DFi, AC). About 3000 were around Willapa Bay, Wash., Aug. 28-Sept. 10 (G & WH, TB), and 200+ were still at Tokeland Oct. 30 (G & WH). Groups of 25-40 were still along the Oregon coast through the end of November. The most northerly report was of 25 at LaPush, Wash., Sept. 19 (E. Andresen). Brandt's Cormorants moved N in their usual numbers, with 500 at Cattle Pass, San Juan I., Wash., Sept. 19 and 3100 there Sept. 30 (ML). An ad male Magnificent Frigatebird stayed Aug. 15-20 at Yaquina Bay, Ore. (J. & M. Sheehy, Bob Olson, L. Osis et al.) for about the 10th record for Oregon (fide ME). Even more Great Egrets were present in the Region than last year. Reports were received of possibly 190 birds from 17 Oregon locations and 115 from 17 Washington sites. As recently as 1985, the 15-year average for Washington was of about four per year for the fall season. Fifty were at Reedsport, Ore., Aug. 14 (PL), 40 were at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, by Sept. 2 (SH), and up to 90 were on Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash., in late September (MHi). One was north to the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, B.C., Oct. 3 & 4 (B. Blomgren, L. Miller) and many stayed in both Washington and Oregon through the end of November. Five Snowy Egrets at the North Slough, Coos Bay, Ore., Sept. 5 (DFi, TL) made a normal count there. The first Cattle Egret appeared Oct. 14-Nov. 1 in Delta, B.C. (AS, m.ob.). Then one was in C. Saanich, V.I., Nov. 1-17 (fide DFr) and at Torino, V.I., Nov. 21-25 (†Maggie Paquette). One was at Siletz Bay, Ore., Nov. 4 (DL), five were there Nov. 22 (NH, JJ), and two were near Raymond, Wash., Nov. 22-27 (BT et al.). Two adult and two imm. Black-crowned Night-Herons were at the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, B.C., by Aug. 18 (P. Gehlen) and an adult arrived at the Reifel I. roost site Sept.19 (MG, JI).

WATERFOWL -- The first reported Tundra Swans were five noted Oct. 20 at Clear L. in the n. Oregon Cascades (DA) and one Oct. 27 on the Toketee R.D. in the s. Oregon Cascades (DFi). Arrival of both Tundra and Trumpeter swans was otherwise in early November as usual. Two ad Trumpeters were at Agate L., near Medford, Nov. 5 (†TCo). The first Greater White-fronted Geese were noted Aug. 25 in Oregon at Nehalem Bay (JE) and Sauvie I. (RSm). Migrant flocks of 30+ were observed taking flight after sunset Sept. 30 from Toketee L., e. Douglas, and heading S over the Oregon Cascades (DFi), and Oct. 4 headed S 30 mi offshore Westport (TW). Snow Geese arrived at Reifel I., B.C., slightly later than last year, with numbers building to 2000 by Oct. 17, 4000 Oct. 27, and the season's high there of 8000 Oct. 31 (JI). A Ross' Goose strayed W to the Kirtland Road ponds, near Medford, Ore., Nov. 24 (BSt).A neck-collared" Cackling" Canada Goose was seen in Seattle Nov. 4-8 (KA, DR). Others were noted in n.w. Oregon and the Willamette Valley (fide HN). A few "Aleutian" Canada Geese were reported from Tillamook, Ore. (fide HN). A male Blue-winged Teal at the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, B.C., Nov. 11 (M. Schouten) was late. The usual concentration of N. Shovelers at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds reached 2000 there Oct. 25 (RHu, BSu); 400 were on the Sheridan, Ore., sewage ponds Sept. 22 (HN, JE). The first Eur. Wigeon reported were males Sept. 18 at Beach Grove, Delta, B.C. (BK), and Sept. 27 at Newport, Ore. (BBn, RG). The only Tufted Duck reported was the one considered to be a hybrid that returned to Green L. in Seattle Oct.5+ (Ruth Taylor, EH, m.ob.). Seven Oldsquaws were noted in Oregon, slightly more than usual. Singles were inland to the Sheridan sewage ponds Nov. 3+ (JG, m.ob.) and to Big L., Linn, Oct. 24 (CM). There were also 20 Surf Scoters inland to 4 locations in w. Oregon. The annual gatherings of Barrow's Goldeneyes peaked at 1400+ Nov. 14 and 1200+ Nov. 27 at Capitol L., Olympia, Wash. (G & WH). A pair of Ruddy Ducks was noted on Swan L., Saanich, V. I., Aug. 12 (J. Tatum), but with no evidence of nesting. Female Ruddy Ducks with 
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week-old broods were noted Aug. 20 and Sept. 16 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds, a traditional breeding location (EH, Lee Jones).

VULTURES TO COOTS -- The peak of Turkey Vulture migration over southern V.I. was Sept. 26-27 with counts of 230/day over Metchosin (A. Macleod, BBg). Interestingly, peak counts in Ashland, Ore., were Sept. 27-28, at 250/day (fide MM). Totals for the 2 areas were 1052 and 1679 individual vultures. A family group of two adult and four imm Black-shouldered Kites was found Aug. 18+ at the Raymond, Wash., airport († BT, AR, EH, m.ob.). Other juv. Kites were noted at Nehalem meadows July 26 (JJ, OS) and Sept. 12 (a road kill with primary feathers still sheathed, fide HN) and at Bandon, Ore., Aug. 13 (PL). Two other kites were in Washington and 32 were reported from 11+ Oregon localities. Our rough index of Accipiter sightings was 91 Sharp-shinned, 86 Cooper's, and 21 N. Goshawks, about the same as for the last few years. Also as in previous years, the ratio of Cooper's Hawks to Sharp-shinneds was greater in British Columbia (5:3) than in w. Oregon (1:3). Immature Red-shouldered Hawks were noted north to Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Aug. 9 (TM) and Thornton Creek, near Newport, Aug. 27-Sept. 4 (DFa) and an adult was north to Tillamook Sept. 2 (TL, fide DFi). The 85 sightings of Merlins and 69 of Peregrines were spread throughout the season and the Region. Only three of the Peregrines were found away from the coastlines. Single very dark Gyrfalcons were seen Sept. 29 in Oregon (†HN) and Nov. 19 in Washington (†BT). Another sighting was Nov. 1 in the Vancouver, B.C., area (J. Williams). Six Prairie Falcon reports from Oregon, of which two were at traditional wintering areas, made a normal count. Nine Prairie Falcons were noted at Mt. Rainier N.P., Aug. 30-Oct. 18, also as usual. Two at Ocean Shores, Wash., Sept. 4 and one there Nov.4 (both MC) were, however, quite surprising. White-tailed Ptarmigan were reported from several locations on 4 mountains in the Washington Cascades. The high country was open late owing to the warm, dry autumn, and ptarmigan were seen Nov. 1 at Ptarmigan Ridge, Mt. Baker (BSu) and nearby Slate Peak (G. Walter). Far fewer Blue Grouse than usual were found in the Diamond Lake R.D. of e. Douglas, Ore. (DFi). Reports from Washington locations were in normal numbers. A Sora seen Oct. 16 in Courtenay, V.I., was both late and farther north than usual (B. Sedgewick, V. Chungranes). A migratory influx of Am. Coots brought the count on Diamond Lake from 400 Oct. 8 to 2000 Oct. 17, 6000+ Oct. 19-24, then 11,000 Nov. 7 (DFi).

SHOREBIRDS -- Lesser Golden-Plovers were in the Region from Aug. 13 at Delta, B.C. (TP, L. Koch) to Nov. 21, also at Delta (fide DK). "Pacific" Golden-Plovers (P. d. fulva) were reported from Aug. 14 at Ocean Shores (MC) to Oct. 25 at Tillamook, Ore. (RSm) and Oct. 29 at Dungeness, Wash. (TCo). Twenty-five adults at Ocean Shores Aug. 18-30 (PL, BT) and 40+ juveniles there Oct. 10 (BT) furnished the high counts. Relatively few individuals were definitely reported to be of the nominate form, P. d. dominica. Identification of the two forms in fall remains neither simple nor widely attained. A group of around 20 Snowy Plovers seen at Bandon, Ore., to at least Oct. 9 contained three color-banded birds (Bill Stotz). Thanks to Frances Bidstrup of Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory, their histories are: one banded as a chick in Monterey, Cal., in 1985 and resident at Bandon since; an ad female banded on a nest in Monterey in 1987; and one banded as a nestling in 1987 at Moss Landing, Cal. A Greater Yellowlegs at Lightning Lake, Manning P.P., Aug. 23 (WW et al.) was unusual there. Gatherings of 80 Greaters at Blackie Spit, Surrey, B.C., Sept. 23 (WW) and 160 Lesser Yellowlegs at Reifel I., B.C., Aug. 22 (JI) furnished the high counts for the season. This year, as in the past 2, the number of Solitary Sandpiper reports was about triple the 1975-1984 average of 10/year. The small wintering flock of 12+ Willets was present at the mouth of the North R. on Willapa Bay, Wash., Aug. 23+ (AR, m.ob.). Nine were at Newport, Ore., Aug. 30+ (R & JK, HN). A single Willet visited Emigrant L., near Ashland, Ore., Oct. 4-6 (MHo, MU, BSt). Eighty Long-billed Curlews were at Tokeland on Willapa Bay, Wash., Aug. 18+ (BT, m.ob.). Fourteen other Long-billeds were reported at 9 locations from Boundary Bay, B.C., to Port Orford, Ore. An imm. Hudsonian Godwit was seen Aug. 15 at Iona I., near Vancouver, B.C. (MB). It or another was seen nearby on Boundary Bay Aug. 16 (EK) and almost daily thereafter (†WW, †PL, m.ob.). On Sept.4 there were two Hudsonians present and on Sept. 14, three! (AS, m.ob.). One stayed to Sept. 23 (WW). A juv. Bar-tailed Godwit also present on Boundary Bay Aug. 21-23 (†MB, m.ob.) provided the 5th record for the Vancouver, B.C., area. An ad Bar-tailed Godwit was observed at Tokeland Aug. 18 (PL, †BT, †AR, m.ob., ph. JGi), two unaged individuals were there Sept. 1 (†Craig Provost), and a juvenile was last seen Oct. 3 (†EH). These furnished the 17th and 18th records for Washington. An ad female Bar-tailed Godwit in worn breeding plumage was found Aug. 27 at Bandon, Ore. (†SH, †David Holway, DI, D. Kappan) and was seen through Sept. 2 (†JJ, ph., †PMu, m.ob.) for the first record for the state since August 1980. Five Marbled Godwits were on Boundary Bay Aug. 27 (Hue & JoAnn MacKenzie) and 37 individuals were reported from the Oregon coast. The flock of 40 Marbled Godwits at Tokeland in August grew to 200 by Nov. 19 (BT). A gathering of 57 Ruddy Turnstones Aug. 7 on Sidney I., V.I., made a high count (J & RSa). One Ruddy was inland to the Forest Grove, Ore., sewage ponds Sept. 14-15 (JE, DL, VT). About 80 Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported, evenly divided among British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon. The only one away from the coastlines was in Corvallis, Ore., Aug. 24 (RHo). Nineteen of the Semipalmateds were seen in September, and one immature at Manzanita, Ore., Sept. 25 was the latest (BO, ph.). The 3000 W. Sandpipers at Boundary Bay, B.C., Sept. 9 (MG, WW), 3500 at Nehalem, Ore., Sept. 10 (JA), and 20,000 in a flock at Ocean Shores, Wash., Sept. 13 (EH) marked the peak of the migration. Eight of the 32+ Sharp-tailed Sandpipers reported were along the Oregon coast Sept. 26-30. Singles were in Kent, Wash., Sept. 3-4 (†MS, †EH, ph. G. Gerdts) and Seattle Sept. 14 (†Mark Egger, †SJ) for 2nd and 3rd King County records, and at the Courtenany, V.I., sewage ponds Oct. 1 (R. Fitzpatrick, E. Bowen). A continuous series of sightings at Reifel I., Delta, B.C., which could be very conservatively accounted for by 18 birds, extended from Sept.4-Oct. 11 (JI), with a high of six present Sept. 27-28. Three others were at Ocean Shores, Wash., Sept. 15-Oct. 17 (MC et al.). An ad Rock Sandpiper noted Aug. 18 on Lucy I., B.C., was very early (MF et al.). Elsewhere arrival was Oct. 18 on V.I., Oct. 22 in W. Vancouver, B.C., and Nov. 5-7 in Washington and Oregon.
[image: ]
Juvenile Buff at Hecata Beach, Florence, Ore., Sept. 3, 1987. Photo/Craig Miller 
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An imm. Curlew Sandpiper impeccably described and sketched was present Sept. 20 at Long Beach, Pacific Rim N.P., V.I. (†James Steele), for one of fewer than 10 records for the province. Reports of three others in Washington and Oregon had no accompanying details. The now usual 62 Stilt Sandpipers were reported, with 22 at Boundary Bay Aug. 16 (EK) and 12 at Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., Sept. 17 (F. Bird). Sixteen Buff-breasted Sandpipers were noted, about the same number as last year, Aug. 19-Sept. 18. Ten were in Oregon, and three at Warrenton, Ore., Sept. 6 (JG) made up the largest group. Only two Ruffs were reported, for the lowest count since 1984 and 1976, and down from 21+ last year. One was seen at Heceta Beach, Florence, Ore., Sept. 3 (CM, ph.); the other was at Iona I., B.C., Oct. 16-17 (MP, †AS). The 1550 roosting Long-billed Dowitchers Oct. 11 at Reifel I., B.C. (BT) and 1000+ at Sauvie I., Ore., Oct. 15 (HN et al.) furnished high counts. A Red-necked Phalarope at the Beaver Pond, Manning P.P., Aug. 22 was unusual there (A & HP). The usual few Red Phalaropes were around, from late August and mostly offshore, except for one still with some breeding plumage at Kent, Wash., Aug. 26 (†MS). November storms blew a few onshore, including singles inland to the Sheridan sewage ponds, Scoggins Valley Park near Portland, the Monmouth ponds, Fern Ridge Res., and Plat I. Res. near Sutherlin, all Nov. 14-21 in Oregon.

JAEGERS TO PUFFINS--The usual 30-60 Pomarine Jaegers and five to 35 Long-tailed Jaegers were seen on each of the Westport pelagic trips (TW). The same numbers of Long-taileds, but fewer Pomarines, were noted from the fishing trawler offshore Oregon (PS). Parasitic Jaegers were widespread along the coast as usual. Twenty S. Polar Skuas were noted on 6 of the trips off Westport (TW), and about one every 2 days were seen from the trawler (PS). About 95 Franklin's Gulls were reported, back up to normal levels after low counts the last 2 years. Eleven at Iona I., B.C., Aug. 26 (MF, MB) and 20+ at the Everett sewage ponds Oct. 6 & 25 (EH, BSu, RHu) were the high concentrations. A Little Gull in breeding plumage was noted Aug. 15 at Salt Spring I., V.I. (†DFr) and one in winter plumage was nearby Aug. 23 at Clover Pt., Victoria (KT). Others were found at Race Rocks, V.I. (MF), West Pt. in Seattle (DB, TB), and American L. in Tacoma (TB, W. Wilkins). A Common Black-headed Gull was seen Sept. 17 at Orcas I., Wash. (†Richard Ryan) and one was at Green L. in Seattle Oct. 5 (†EH, †NH), for the 3rd and 4th records for the state. A Ring-billed Gull at Prince Rupert, B.C., Aug. 13 (JC, MF) was farther north than usual, and a Thayer's Gull at Lucy I., B.C., Aug. 18 (JC, MF, R. McMichael) was earlier than usual. About 26,000 California Gulls were noted Sept. 4 on the w. coast of V.I. (DP). An imm. Glaucous Gull present at Alsea Bay, Ore., on the unusual dates of Aug. 12-Sept. 29 (†JA) had most likely spent the summer in the area. Only four Glaucous Gulls were noted elsewhere: two on southern V.I., Oct. 22+ (DFr), and two in Portland Nov. 3+ (DI, B. Shelmerdine). Elegant Terns made their first large-scale movement N into Oregon since the fall of 1983. Five adults were found at the mouth of the Siuslaw R., at Florence, Aug. 23 (†T & AM) and a few were seen there until Sept. 20. Six or seven were on Idaho flats at Newport Sept. 2-20 g-IN, BBn, R & JK, m.ob.). A flock of 22 was at Charleston in Coos Bay Sept. 4 (DFi). Then, 120 were seen off the mouth of the Chetco R. at Brookings Sept. 16 (DI, PP). Three at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 30, were the northernmost reported, and the latest (PP). High counts of migrant Com. Terns were of 100 at Coos Bay Sept. 4 (DFi), 800 at Sidney I., V.I. (J & RSa), 700 at Clover Pt., Victoria, Sept. 14 (RSa), 1000 from the San Juan I. ferry Sept. 17 (EH), 700 on the Spanish Banks, Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 22 (MP), and 500 near San Juan I., Wash., to Oct. 5 (ML). There were 5 reports, with at least minimum details, of Arctic Terns on shore Aug. 17-Sept. 20, at Kalaloch, Ocean Shores, and Westport, Wash., and at Florence and Bandon, Ore., and reports otherwise of 42 others. Wahl noted a normal 45 on 5 trips off Westport, and PS saw a few, plus a flock of 15 on Sept. 10 about 50 mi off Clatsop, Ore. Single Forster's Terns were identified Aug. 25 about 25 mi off Yaquina Bay, Ore. (JA, RL) and Oct. 24 in Oak Bay, V.I. (V. Ohman, †DFr et al.), the latter furnishing the 2nd record for Vancouver Island. More dead Com. Murres than usual were found on Oregon and Washington coastal beaches during late July through September (JA, HN, TW). Four Marbled Murrelets were flying over the forest about 12 mi e. of Yachats, in the Siuslaw N.F. of Lincoln, Ore., Aug. 9 (RHo, AC). The first Xantus' Murrelet (S. h. scrippsi) seen from shore in Oregon was present off the Boiler Bay lookout Nov. 7-13 (†LW, † PMu, m.ob., ph. OS). Single Xantus' seen Sept. 12 and Oct. 4 at sea off Westport (TW) were the first there since fall 1984. Ten were noted Sept. 23 off Salt Spring I., southern V.I. (J & RSa). Widespread arrival of Ancient Murrelets was as usual in early November with 1500 seen Nov. 14 from the Victoria-Port Angeles ferry (KT et al.) and 25-100 south to Boiler Bay, Ore., Nov. 7+ (PMu, LW, m.ob.). Cassin's Auklet numbers returned to their pre-El Nińo levels. There were 1200 noted Aug. 19 at the Swiftsure Banks, V.I. 
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South Polar Skua off Westport, Washington, Aug. 31, 1987. Photo/Peter Hunt. 

(DFr), 300 there Aug. 31 (DP), 200+ Sept. 13 and Oct. 4 out of Westport (TW), and 500 seen Oct. 10 from 3-10 mi off Garibaldi, Ore. (BO, DFi). A Horned Puffin was seen Aug. 21 in a Tufted Puffin colony on Hunter I., Curry (†JA, RL).

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- An ad Barred Owl with two begging juveniles seen Aug. 24-26 at Watershed Park, N. Delta, B.C. (D. Wilson), furnished the first positive breeding record for the Vancouver area. The B.C.F. & W.S. owl survey crew found Barred Owls at 22 locations in s.w. British Columbia this season! An adult with a juvenile was along the Lilloet R. road Aug. 18 and 3 pairs were along the Elaho R., n. of Squamish, Oct. 1 (fide DK). Barred Owls were noted at the usual few locations elsewhere: two on southern V.I. and three in Washington. A Great Gray Owl was located Oct. 22+ (MU, m.ob.) near Howard Prairie L., Jackson, Ore., and a probable family group of four was seen there Nov. 6 (J. Babcock, TCo). Reports of 17 N. Pygmy-Owls, with none from s.w. British Columbia, indicated a return to normal levels after last year's incursion. A Burrowing Owl noted Nov. 2 along Boundary Bay furnished only the 3rd record for the Vancouver, B.C., area in the last 15 years (†GA et al.). The record of one on the beach at Florence, Ore., Oct. 13, 1985 (AB 40:323) actually referred to a Com. Barn-Owl, my mistake. On Nov. 20 a W. Screech-Owl came aboard the ferry at Tsawwassen, B.C., sat quietly across the Strait, and flew off at Salt Spring I. (D. Layard). A Com. Poorwill found road-killed in Coquitlam, B.C., Oct. 1, and now specimen #14766 at the Univ. of British Columbia, provided the first record for the Vancouver, B.C., area (R. Wakelam). Eight Black Swifts at Forest Grove Sept. 14 (JE) and 15+ at Thornton Creek, near Newport, Sept. 19 (DFa) provided scarce migrant records in Oregon. Two were still in Victoria Sept. 30 (J & RSa). Four thousand Vaux's Swifts roosted in the chimney of the Newberg, Ore., Post Office Sept. 15-18 (HN). A male Costa's Hummingbird at a Medford, Ore., feeder this summer stayed to Sept. 7 (Penny Stewart, fide MM). An ad male Rufous 
[image: ]
Adult male Costas' Hummingbird at Medford, Ore., late summer 1987. Photo/Ira Updegrave.

Hummingbird was observed Aug 19 about 10mi offshore the w. side of V.I. (DFr et al.). Single Lewis' Woodpeckers were almost to the Oregon coast at Chitwood, near Newport, Aug. 22 (DFa) and Powers, along the Coquille R., Coos, Oct. 4 (Jack Thomas). Latest flycatcher sightings were: Olive-sided, Sept. 16 on Sidney I., V.I. (J & RSa) and Sept. 17 in Eugene, Ore. (SH); W. Wood-Pewee, Sept. 26 at Toketee R.S., Ore. (DFi), and Oct. 2 at Ridgefield N.W.R. for the latest ever for Washington (G & WH); Willow, Sept. 24 at Applegate, Ore. (John Keller); Hammond's, Sept. 26 at Toketee R.S. and Sept. 29 at Diamond L., Douglas, Ore. (both DFi); Dusky, Aug. 30 in Ashland (MM); and Western, Sept. 28 in Victoria (J. Gaskin) and Oct. 2 in Poulsbo, Wash. (J. Carson). Single Say's Phoebes appeared in Delta, B.C., Aug. 24 (AS, MF, TP) and Sept. 21 (JI, P. Marklevitz) and in McCleary, Wash., Aug. 27 (Jeff Wisman). The only Tropical Kingbird reported this fall was along the coast at LaPush, Wash., Oct. 10 (†SJ et al.) for the 7th record for the state. An E. Kingbird at Seaside, Ore., Sept. 10 (DI) and single W. Kingbirds at Bellingham, Wash., Aug. 24 (PL, TW, John Luther) and at Reifel I., B.C., Sept. 2 (JI) were unusual. Purple Martins apparently departed early and without reported gatherings. A flock of 500+ Violet-green Swallows at the Toketee R.S., Sept. 24 grew to 1500+ Oct. 1 (DFi). On Oct. 7 only 400 remained, and all but two had departed by Oct. 11. Large numbers of Bank Swallows occurred again this year in the Vancouver, B.C., area, with 20 at Reifel I. Sept. 7 (JI) the high count. Three others were on southern V.I., six in Washington Aug. 30-Sept. 16, and nine in Oregon.

CORVIDS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Three Blue Jays were found in Vancouver, B.C., during October (BK. †GA, JI, WW et al.) for the 5th-7th records there. Another stayed October through November in Port Townsend, Wash. (Bess Dickenson, m.ob.). Single Scrub Jays wandered well N of their usual range to Ft. Lewis, Olympia, and Bremerton, Wash. A flock of 40 Pinyon Jays was farther west than usual to the Acker Rock fire lookout, Tiller R.D., Douglas, Ore., Sept. 16 (†Kevin Sands). Another Pinyon Jay was seen Oct. 4 at Howard Prairie L. (MHo) for, surprisingly, the first record for Jackson (fide MM). A Clark's Nutcracker s. of Bandon, Ore., Oct. 30, for the 2nd Coos record (C. Casseney, fide L. Thornburg), furnished the only report away from the mountains. About 38 Mountain Chickadees reported after late September from lowland sites in the Vancouver, B.C., area were more than usual but not as many as last year (fide DK). Five were found in Seattle, also in late September, for the only other lowland report. Two Rock Wrens were at Emigrant L., Jackson, Ore., Oct. 20 (MM). Ruby-crowned Kinglets returned by Sept. 7 to W. Vancouver, B.C. (AP), Sept. 12 to Willapa Bay, Wash. (B. & G. Ramsey), and Sept. 27 to Ashland, Ore. (MM). Single N. Mockingbirds were at Coos Bay, near Medford, and in Ashland, Ore., and two were north to near Seattle Nov. 12-15 (†L. & M. Hatfield). A Sage Thrasher wandered west to Eagle Point, near Medford, Ore., Sept. 16 (H. Sands). Four Bohemian Waxwings were noted Aug. 19 at Washington Pass in the N. Cascades (R. Bradley), adding to growing hints of nearby nesting. A Loggerhead Shrike seen Sept. 6-10 in Vancouver, B.C., furnished the 10th record for the area (Daphne Solecki, †WW, m.ob.). A Solitary Vireo seen Sept. 26 at Toketee R.S., Douglas, Ore. (DFi) was the latest of only six reported for the season. A Warbling Vireo killed at a window in Washougal, Wash., Sept. 29 (WC) and single Red-eyed Vireos in the Vancouver, B.C., area Sept. 7 & 11 (AP, BK) were later than usual. An imm. Yellow Warbler Oct. 11 at Reifel I. (BT) was the latest ever for the Vancouver, B.C., area. A Wilson's Warbler lingered to Nov. 4 in N. Vancouver (fide DK). Twenty Palm Warblers were noted, more than usual. Fifteen of these were found at 13 Oregon coastal locations, Sept. 12+. The remaining five were on the Washington coast with one Oct. 11 at LaPush (†SJ) the farthest north. There were two N. Waterthrushes at Reifel I., B.C., Aug. 14-28 (JI, †BK et al.) and two at Jericho Park, Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 24-Sept. 12 (H. Hope, m.ob.), for the 3rd straight year of multiple fall occurrences in that area. Another was at the Snohomish sewage ponds Sept. 10, for the 12th record for w. Washington (R. Thorn). A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Manning P.P., Aug. 22 (A & HP), furnished only about the 3rd park record. A bright male Blackburnian Warbler was found Nov. 15+ near Nehalem, Ore. (†JJ, S. Jones, m.ob., ph. BO, HN, OS). A female Black-throated Blue Warbler was photographed Sept. 23 on board a trawler 
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Blackburnian Warbler near Nehalem, Ore., Nov. 29, 1987. Notably late in the season, and apparently a first for western Oregon. Photo/Bob O'Brien.

33 mi offshore Lincoln, Ore. (†PS). A fall-plumaged Blackpoll Warbler was closely studied Oct. 1-3 aboard that same boat 47 mi offshore Lincoln, Ore. (†PS). These birds provided the first, 4th, and 3rd records, respectively, for w. Oregon (fide ME). Regrettably, two Tennessee Warblers, another Black-throated Blue Warbler, and another Blackpoll Warbler were reported without details.

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- Single W. Tanagers noted Oct. 5 in Vancouver, B.C. (MP) and Oct. 7 in Portland (D. Marshall) were later than usual. An imm. male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was observed Sept. 20 at the S.J.C.R (†JJ). A female Dickcissel was photographed Oct. 8 on Tatoosh I., Wash. (T. Wootten, B. Paine) for the 3rd record for the state. Three Clay-colored Sparrows were sighted in Oregon. One each was at the Wilson R. meadows near Tillamook Sept. 12 (JG, MHo), at Nehalem meadows Nov. 15-21 (JG, †LW, m.ob.), and at Coos Bay Nov. 16-17 (B. Griffin). There are (contra AB 40:324) at least 16 records now for w. Oregon (fide ME). A Grasshopper Sparrow at the Diamond L. sewage ponds, Douglas, Aug. 25 furnished one of very few records for w. Oregon (†DFi). Eleven Swamp Sparrows, more than usual, were reported this season. Eight of these were in Oregon, with the earliest found Oct. 24 at the Diamond L. sewage ponds for the first record in the Cascades (DFi), and four found Nov. 15 at the mouth of the Wilson R. near Tillamook (JG, J. Kempe). Singles were at Nehalem (JG), the Eugene airport (†TM), and Sauvie I. (JJ, SH), Nov. 15-27. One in Seattle Nov. 20-23 (†KA, †DB, T. Haas) was the 16th for Washington. Two others were at Langford, V.I., Oct. 29-Nov. 2 (DFr, J & RSa) and in Port Alberni, V.I., Nov. 11 (S. McLure). Twenty-seven White-throated Sparrows, a normal number, were reported in 24 locations, Sept. 18+. Nineteen were in Oregon, including one that landed on the trawler 35 mi off Lane Sept. 30 (PS). Only three Harris' Sparrows were reported, Nov. 2-25, from Seattle and southern V.I. Forty-plus Lapland Longspurs at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 30-Oct. 28, made the largest flock reported (RSm, PP, HN et al.). On Oct. 2 a Chestnut-collared Longspur was studied at length among a flock of pipits at the Diamond L. sewage ponds, Douglas, Ore. (†DFi, Pam Udd). On Oct. 6 another Chestnut-collared was seen at the S.J.C.R. (†HN, JE, DL). These were the 3rd and 4th records for w. Oregon (fide ME). Two Snow Buntings at Ocean Shores Oct. 11 (Lola Smith) and one in Seattle Oct. 19 (DR) were early. A ø Bobolink was seen Sept. 7 near Monroe (Bill Boyes) for only the 3rd fall record for w. Washington. All have been mid-August to mid-September. The last N. Orioles were seen Aug. 2 on Reifel I., B.C. (JI), Aug. 16 in N. Saanich, V.I. (BBg), and Sept. 7 at Cape Blanco, Ore. (RSm). Two reports of Orchard Orioles were without details. Two Pine Grosbeaks were noted Aug. 10 near Big L. at Santiam Pass in the Oregon Cascades, where the species is irregular (BBn, RG). A well-described Cassin's Finch seen Oct. 22 in Ambleside Park (†AS) furnished only the 7th record for the Vancouver, B.C., area, all of which have been since 1984 (fide DK). Small flocks of Red Crossbills appeared to be uniformly distributed over the Region. Groups of three to 20 White-winged Crossbills were noted at Rolley Lake P.P., on Mt. Baker, and near Mt. Rainier through the season. A Lesser Goldfinch among a large flock of Am. Goldfinches Sept. 20 near Warrenton, Ore., was much farther north than usual (JE). A single House Sparrow was seen Oct. 11 in Ucluelet, on the far side of V.I. (WW, MF et al.), where they are rare. Birds of Pacific Rim N.P. lists none there as of 1976.
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The Winter Season, 1987-88

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
Thomas H. Rogers

December in the Region started out unusually wet, but by mid-month dry conditions set in that persisted nearly everywhere through the remainder of the winter. Temperatures varied from normal to cool in December but tended toward the warm side in January and were decidedly above normal during February. The mild, open winter encouraged late lingering, wintering of species that normally migrate or remain in very small numbers, and early spring arrivals. Most of the unusual Christmas Bird Count sightings will not be duplicated here. Scant precipitation after the dry autumn made another summer of drought likely.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Up to four Red-throated Loons were sighted in the Hood River-Mosier, Ore., area in January (DA, DL, JJ), and one appeared at the Yakima R. mouth, Wash., in early December (REW). Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Idaho, had one Jan. 2 and a Pacific Loon Feb. 23 (PH). Two Pacific Loons lingered into December at Wickiup Res. West of La Pine, Ore. (CM). One was on Potholes Res. south of Moses L., Wash., Dec. 19 (WRR), and another was on the Columbia R. at Richland, Wash., Jan. 22 (REW). Osoyoos, B.C., had one Dec. 28 (BL), and two wintered on the reservoir above Libby Dam, Lincoln Co., Mont. (MS). Single Yellow-billed Loons were noted at Vernon, B.C., Dec. 6 (PR) and at Osoyoos Dec. 28 (BL). A few Pied-billed, Horned, Red-necked, Eared, and Western grebes were noted, mostly in the w. part of the Region. American White Pelicans wintered at a few localities. Up to 40 were on the Columbia R. near Wallula, Wash. Two to four were sighted on the Snake R. in the American Falls-Minidoka area, Idaho, in January and February. Two appeared on Holter L. north of Helena, Mont., Feb. 26 (MJ). One at Malheur N.W.R., Harney Co., Ore., in December apparently was an injured bird. A few Double-crested Cormorants wintered at Malheur N.W.R.; up to 50 spent the winter in the Richland-Wallula area, Wash., and one wintered on the Snake R. west of Clarkston, Wash. A few were sighted on the Snake near Ontario, Ore., and on L. Lowell, Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Idaho, in early December. The only Am. Bitterns reported were on eat Malheur N.W.R. Dec. 3 and one at Columbia N.W.R. Feb. 16. A Cattle Egret at Vernon Dec. ? died that day (PG). One found in a pasture in W. Pasco, Wash., Dec. 13 disappeared before the month's end (REW). Montana's Bitterroot Valley had a Cattle Egret Dec. 7-8 (CP). A Green-backed Heron appeared at Logger Cr., Boise, Idaho, Dec. 16 (AL).

WATERFOWL -- The Kamloops-Shuswap-Okanagan, B.C., area had 645 Tundra Swans Jan. 10. Tundra Swan numbers in the n. Columbia Basin, Wash., were nearly 6 times the average with 452 birds counted Dec. 2. Trumpeter Swans numbered 51 along the S. Thompson R. and Okanagan L., B.C., Jan. 10, and Savona west of Kamloops had 26 Feb. 8 (fide RRH). At Malheur N.W.R., the peak Trumpeter count was 43 Dec. 19 (CDL). Over 450 of these birds wintered successfully on Henrys Fork on the Snake R. at Harriman S.P., Idaho (CHT). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., averaged about 350 Trumpeters during the winter (CDM). Very unusual were the sightings of a Trumpeter on the Walla Walla R. one mi up from its mouth (MD) and two on the Columbia R. at Umatilla, Ore., Jan. 16 (KK). A single Trumpeter Swan appeared Dec. 1 on the Snake R. at Silcott I. west of Clarkston, Wash. (CG, OM). Lake Lowell had five Greater White-fronted Geese Dec. 10 (BWh) as did Mirror Pond, Bend, Ore. (TC). A very few wintered in the Pasco-Walla Walla, Wash., area (KK, REW), and one was at Toppenish N.W.R., Wash., Jan. 17 (DG). One at Kamloops Jan. 24-27 made the first winter record there (SR). A Graylag Goose sighted in Walla Walla Co., Wash., was presumably an escapee (MD). The Clarkston area had sightings of a single Snow Goose in December and February (m.ob.), and L. Lowell had two Dec. 17 (BWh). Two were sighted Feb. 21-22 near Burbank, Wash. (DG, AS, REW), and two blue-morph individuals were found near Paterson, Wash., Jan. 31 (L.C.B.A.S.). Over 10,000 Canada Geese were counted on L. Lowell Dec. 4. At Malheur N.W.R., their numbers dropped from 6400 to 4525 in early January. A winter wheat field west of Reardan, Wash., was supplying forage for over 35 "Cackling" Geese mixed in with a large flock of Lesser Canadas Feb. 28 (JA), and 4 pairs of the former were on the Kootenai R. near Libby, Mont., Feb. 27 (MS). During early December, over 30,000 ducks and about 1500 geese were on Saddle Mountain N.W.R., Grant Co., Wash., but only 460 ducks remained there by early January. Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., had nearly 40,000 ducks and 1100 geese in early December, most of the ducks were still there in early January. Waterfowl on the Columbia R. on Wells Pool and Azwell and Wanapum Pool, Vantage, Wash., totaled 32,000 Jan. 6. A Wood Duck that wintered at Kamloops supplied the first winter record there (RRH). Ducks, mostly Mallards, numbered over 33,000 at L. Lowell Dec. 4. A scattering of Eur. Wigeons occurred in e. Oregon and Washington. Two Ring-necked Ducks were sighted at Kamloops Jan. 28; they are rare there (SR). A male Tufted Duck at Vernon Dec. 10-21 was the first for the Okanagan Valley (PR et al.). Two flocks of 30 each of Greater Scaup were sighted flying up the Columbia R. at Mosier, Ore., Jan. 3 (JJ), and 30+ were counted from L. Chelan along the Columbia R. to Winchester Wasteway, Grant Co., Wash., Feb. 15 (EH, GG, S.A.S.). A female Oldsquaw was on the Kootenai R. for n.w. Montana's first record (MS). One at Haystack Res. south of Madras, Ore., was a county first (DA, DL, TC, KC), and a winter-plumaged male was observed on L. Ewauna, Klamath Falls, Ore., Dec. 26-Jan. 3 (SS). A female was noted on the sewage ponds at Lakeview, Ore., Nov. 18-Dec. 7 (MA), and a male was on the Columbia R. at Wells Dam in n.w. Douglas County, Wash., Nov. 22 (GB). In Idaho, one was on Siphon Pond near Pocatello Dec. 19 (CHT), a male was on the Snake R. below Massacre Rocks Feb 25 (JL), and one was sighted on Hayden L. Feb 23 (PH). The first ad male Surf Scoter for Deschutes County appeared at Hatfield L., Bend., Ore., Dec. 13 (TC), and an imm. White-winged Scoter showed up there the next day (CM, KT). Holter L. north of Helena had two Jan. 7 (BK). Single Red-breasted Mergansers appeared at the Yakima R. mouth (REW), at the Portneuf R. mouth near Pocatello (CHT), and at Vernon (PR). 

RAPTORS – Turkey Vultures established new early arrival records at Bend (Feb. 23), Yakima (Feb. 24), and Malheur N.W.R. (Feb. 12). A remarkable observation was of a Black-shouldered Kite near Union Gap, Wash., Dec. 10 (CD). Bald Eagle numbers increased along the reservoirs in the Helena area, apparently because the collapse of the salmon population in the Flathead R. drainage of n.w. Montana forced eagles that normally gather in large numbers at Glacier N.P. to move elsewhere (VY). A peak of 102 was observed at Hauser Res. near Helena, where spawned-out Kokanee have become abundant and turbine-killed yellow perch were available (GA). Increased numbers were reported elsewhere also. Woodley remarked that it was a particularly good winter in the Tricities (Pasco-Kennewick-Richland), Wash., area for these birds. Malheur N.W R. recorded up to 39 and Wickiup Res., 12. An increase was noted on the Wenatchee R., n.c. Wash., and the Rupert, Idaho, vicinity reported "a good many." High numbers were also noted in s.e. Idaho, where 34 adults and eight immatures were found south of Island Park Res. and along Henrys Fork and the Buffalo River. Bald Eagle numbers at Deer Flat N.W.R. reached 23. Bald Eagles were increasing along the Kootenai R. near Libby, where a peak of 82 was counted Feb. 18. One radio transmitter-fitted bird from Pend Oreille L., n. Idaho, showed up Feb. 7 on the Kootenai and remained for 6 weeks (MS).

S.A.
A female wing-tagged Bald Eagle, last observed in Glacier N.P. in 1984, showed up along the Salmon R. near Challis, Idaho. She had been radio-tracked in past years from her wintering area there to her nest site near Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada, a distance of about 1300 miles. She was at least 13 years old (LHa).


An unusual concentration of 12 adult and three imm Bald Eagles was at Greaser Res. East of Adel, Ore., Feb. 20, and four adults and one immature were at Pelican L. to the northwest the same day (MA). The Columbia Basin in e. Washington had many sightings. A pair of Bald Eagles wintered and was nesting at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (CDM), and a pair at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Idaho, did likewise (LDN). A pair was on a nest at Athalmere, B.C., Feb. 28 (LH). Single Ferruginous Hawks were sighted south of Crane, Ore., Jan. 10 (BH) and west of Ellensburg, Wash., Feb. 5 (B & GR). One or two adults of this species were sighted at the Raft R. mouth, n.e. Cassia Co., Idaho, where they apparently winter (DF, FR). One sighting of a Peregrine Falcon and eight of Gyrfalcons were reported. Some sightings of the latter likely were duplicates. 

GROUSE THROUGH GULLS -- Douglas County, Wash., had flocks of Sage Grouse totaling 67 for the only reports (RD, DZ, RF). Up to seven Wild Turkeys were seen at Black Butte Ranch near Sisters, Ore., in late January (TC), and Ft. Boise W.M.A., Canyon Co., Idaho, also had the species (DJ). Virginia Rails wintered at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. Three remained at Richland until Dec. 19 (REW), and one was spotted at Banks L., Grant Co., Wash., Dec. 24 (RF). Sandhill Cranes were early. Single flocks had reached Malheur N.W.R. by Feb. 16 (CCa), Othello, Wash., by Feb. 23 (WRR), and Kamloops by Feb. 28 (RE). Two Greater Yellowlegs were sighted at Summer Lake W.M.A., Lake Co., Ore., Feb. 12 (MA), and one was at Mabton, Wash., Feb. 14 (DB). Five W. Sandpipers were sighted at the Walla Walla R. mouth Feb 13 (BaB, BB) Bend's mill pond had a Least Sandpiper Jan. 9 (CM), and the Yakima R. delta hosted up to 14 in February (REW). A Pectoral Sandpiper and four Dunlin appeared at Vernon Dec. 7 (PR). Ten of the latter species wintered at Kamloops until at least Feb. 21 (SR), and the Yakima delta counted up to 17 (REW). Moses L. had four feeding on partly frozen mud flats (HO). Ten Long-billed Dowitchers remained at the Yakima delta to at least Dec. 2 (REW). Unusual were a Mew Gull at Richland Dec. 8 (REW), one at Kamloops Dec. 20 (RRH), and one at Silcott I. Jan. 30 (CG, OM). A Herring Gull appeared at Malheur N.W.R. Dec. 21 for the first winter record there (CDL). Also noteworthy were one at Rocky Reach Dam north of Wenatchee, Wash. (JT), and three at Wapato, Wash., in mid-January (DG, AS). Kelowna, B.C., had nine Thayer's Gulls Dec. 19 (PR). Five showed up at Coeur d'Alene's dump (ES, SHS) and one at Hayden Lake (PH). A Glaucous-winged Gull was along the Columbia R. below Grand Coulee Dam Jan. 16 (MD, MLD). Four Glaucous-winged Gulls at Kelowna Dec. 19 and one at Vernon the next day were notable as was a Glaucous Gull at Kelowna Dec. 19 (PR). One or two of the latter were sighted in the Tricities area Dec. 19-Jan. 29 (REW), and a very few appeared in the Coeur d'Alene area (PH, ES, SHS). Two first-year birds showed up at Spokane's dump Jan. 18 along with an imm. Mew Gull (JA). 

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- A Mourning Dove was sighted in mid-February north of Helena (MJ, fide GH), and three were wintering at Windermere, B.C. (LH). Single Com. Barn-Owls were seen at Oliver, B.C. (BL); near Quincy (RF); at Malheur N.W.R. headquarters (CDL) in late December, and north of Shelley, Idaho, Feb. 27 (JM). Single W. Screech-Owls were found dead at Kamloops and Salmon R., B.C. (RRH) The Reardan-Davenport, Wash., area yielded up to six Snowy Owls on January-February trips (JA, BW). The only other report was of one near Withrow, Wash., Jan. 21 (DW). A N. Hawk-Owl rarely seen in the Region, was at Vernon Dec. 30 (DP). A Burrowing Owl was discovered Dec. 25 near Richland, where the species rarely winters (BC). Barred Owls appeared to be on the increase in the Libby area, where 6 pairs were vocalizing within a 10-mile radius of the town (MS). One seen 12 mi northwest of Fortine, Mont., made Weydemeyer's 5th record for that vicinity. Northern Pygmy-Owls and Barred, Great Gray, and Boreal owls were reported at Lolo Pass on the Idaho-Montana border (DH). Two Great Gray Owls were found near Tetonia, Idaho, in late January (MDe). Eighteen different Long-eared Owls were counted in the Frenchtown Valley west of Missoula, and about seven Short-eared Owls wintered west of Missoula (DH). A remarkable concentration of 32 Short-eared Owls occurred along a 3-mile stretch of railroad north of Post Falls, Idaho. Identical counts were made there in mid-December last year (KE). Ten of the birds wintered at Salmon Arm, B.C. (FK et al.). A few Boreal Owls were found in s. British Columbia: Penticton Cr. had one Dec. 27 (DC), and three fell victim to traps for fur-bearers (DC, DD). Up to six N. Saw-whet Owls roosted together in conifers adjacent to an orchard in Parker Heights south of Yakima during the winter; several other reports of the species in orchards in the lower Yakima Valley suggested an increase in that area (AS, SSt, m.ob.). One was found in Grant Orchards near Soap L., Wash., Dec. 14 (AR). The only report of Anna's Hummingbird was of an exceptionally early one at Bend Feb. 21 (J & AK). Three to five Lewis' Woodpeckers were sighted in Mosier, Oregon. They seemed to be doing well in Wasco County (JJ). An imm. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was observed Nov. 26 and Feb. 25 in Yakima (CD, DG). A male Red-naped Sapsucker, accidental in Oregon in winter, was sighted in Mosier Jan. 3, and about seven Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found in the Mosier-Hood R. area the same day (JJ). A Red-breasted was sighted near Summer L., Ore., Dec. 17 (MA), and one was in Bend Dec. 19 (VRa). A Williamson's Sapsucker and a White-headed Woodpecker were seen near Leavenworth, Wash., Dec. 15 (CMcC). A White-headed Woodpecker wintered at Summerland, B.C. (RRH), and one at Bend 
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Jan. 20 was unexpected (BC) A male of the species was sighted Dec. 19 and Feb. 15 along Cove Road southwest of Ellensburg (PM et al.), and one appeared in Burns for the 2nd consecutive winter (CDL). One along Asotin Cr., Asotin Co., Wash., Jan. 7 was the first for that locality (LP, CV). Downy, Hairy, Black-backed, Three-toed, and Pileated woodpeckers took advantage of a burn at Penticton, B.C., during the winter (DBr). A Black Phoebe found Nov. 29 at L. Ewauna, Klamath Falls, was last seen Dec. 26 (PL). This furnished the county's 2nd record (SS). A Say's Phoebe on ice floes on the Grande Ronde R. in s.e. Asotin Co., Wash., Jan. 9 was a remarkable find (RG, MK, LP, CV). Other early records for this species were of one in Culver, Ore., Feb. 12 (CM); one at Osoyoos Feb. 13 (DBr); two at Malheur N.W.R. Feb. 12 (CDL); and a sighting at Mabton, Wash., Feb. 13 (AS). The first sighting of the species at Lakeview was on Feb. 22 (MA). Vernon had one Feb. 21 (RRH). 

JAYS THROUGH STARLINGS -- Blue Jays showed up in several spots in s. Idaho: in the Idaho Falls area (VR, ML) ; west of Terreton (SR); at Rupert, Ketchurn, and Oakley (WHS); and in the Moscow area (DHo, C.B.). At Culdesac, Idaho, the bird that had arrived in October was still coming to the feeder at the period's end (WH). The Blue Jay that had appeared at Helena in the fall wintered there and was seen as late as Jan. 26 (GH). One wintered at feeders on Grant Cr. 6 mi northwest of Missoula (JD). Forty Pinyon Jays were counted at Silver L., Ore., Jan. 22 (CM). A Bewick's Wren was seen Dec. 19 at Malheur N.W.R., where the species is starting to become regular (CDL). A number of observations of Bewick's Wren in Asotin County and one in Whitman Co., Wash., suggest that the species is bordering on common in that area (m.ob.). One at Mosier, Ore., Feb. 14 was noteworthy (DL, VT). A Winter Wren, rare in winter at Kamloops, was sighted there Dec. 20 (RRH). One was found at Cherry Springs on Mink Cr. south of Pocatello Dec. 5 (CW), and another was at Knox Canyon east-southeast of Rockland, Idaho, Dec. 14 (CHT, CW). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet apparently wintered in Lakeview (M & AA), and Frenchglen had two Dec. 19 (CDL). The species was sighted at Wenatchee and Tallant Cr. west of Okanogan in mid-February (PM, S.A.S.). A few made a short visit to Columbia N.W.R. in January (WRR). Grand Coulee, Wash., had a female Mountain Bluebird Jan. 16 (MD). Single Hermit Thrushes were found near Wallula Feb. 9 (C.B.), near Wenatchee Jan. 1 (BJ), and on the Oliver-Osoyoos CBC Dec. 28 (SC et al.). Bend had two Dec. 19 (TC, CM). American Robins numbered in the thousands at several localities in e. Washington and the s. Okanagan Valley, B.C. At Yakima, first reported Jan. 26, their numbers were estimated at 40,000 within about a 5-block area Feb. 7 (BB). Lakeview had large numbers in mid-February. Wenatchee and Spokane experienced a tremendous invasion of Varied Thrushes, and n. Idaho had unusually high numbers. A scattering of the birds attracted attention in s. Idaho and s.e. Oregon. Most remarkable were records of Gray Catbirds. One was identified at Helena Nov. 11, about Thanksgiving time, and Dec. 10 (HZ). One was at Vernon Dec. 27-Jan. 5 (PR et al.), and one was at Vaseux L. south of Penticton Dec. 29 (DC). The N. Mockingbird at Helena stayed for the CBC (GH), and one was observed east of Saddle Mountain Refuge, Othello, Wash., Dec. 18 & 22 (WRR, JC). One was sighted at Billingsly Creek W.M.A. near Hagerman, Idaho, Jan. 24 (BWe, CW). A very early Sage Thrasher appeared at Ft. Rock, Ore., Feb. 27 (TC). Many Water Pipits appeared at Minidoka Dam near Rupert (WHS), and the species was noted at Ft. Boise W.M.A. (AL). Single birds at Bend Jan. 9 (CM) and Frenchglen Dec. 19 (CDL) made the only other reports. Bohemian Waxwing numbers were impressive at Klamath Falls, which had flocks of 400-500, and Silver L. had 240 Jan. 22. The largest number reported was over 2400 on the Idaho Falls CBC, and many were in the Rupert area. Elsewhere, moderate numbers to very few were reported---Spokane’s CBC total of 650 was low for there. Tallant Cr west of Okanogan counted 600+. The Idaho Falls CBC had 399 Cedar Waxwings, a high number. A Loggerhead Shrike near Oliver, B.C., was notable (DBr). Up to 20,000 Eur. Starlings wintered in Yakima. 

VIREOS THROUGH BUNTINGS -- A Hutton's Vireo was found in McNary Park, Umatilla, Dec. 5 for a very unusual record (TG). Single Orange-crowned Warblers were seen in Richland Dec. 3-Feb. 1 (REW), and one was found in Yakima Feb. 5 (B & GR). One was along the Link R. at Klamath Falls Jan. 3; there are at least 3 other winter records for that area in the last 10 years (SS). One or more Yellow-rumped Warblers were sighted at Vernon (PR), near Othello (WRR), at Bend (TC), at Frenchglen (CDL), in the Lewiston-Clarkston vicinity (C.B.), and near Madras, Oregon (DA). A "Myrtle" Yellow-rumped Warbler was seen at a Boise feeder (DJ), and another appeared at Dworshak Fish Hatchery north of Orofino, Idaho (DBg, WH, MK, CV). Remarkable were a N. Waterthrush at McNary N.W.R. Nov. 28 (MD) and one in the Oliver area Dec. 28 (DC) A Vesper Sparrow was photographed at a Klamath Falls feeder for the county's first winter record (SS). A Sage Sparrow at Ft. Rock was about 2 weeks early (TC). One was at Summer Lake W.M.A. on the same date (MA). Up to 20 Savannah Sparrows, not normally found in winter in the Klamath Falls area, were counted through early January at Miller I. (SS). One was at Osoyoos Feb. 13 (DBr), and Mabton had one Feb. 14 (DB) Yakima had three Fox Sparrows Feb.5 (B & GR), and the Umatilla-Tricities-Walla Walla area had 4 sightings (TG, REW, CC, KK). One was in the Wenatchee area in January (RR), and one was along Joseph Cr., Asotin Co., Jan. 16 (J & DP). A Fox Sparrow and a Lincoln's Sparrow were reported at a Hayden L. feeder Jan. 1 (PH). Single Lincoln's Sparrows were identified at Osoyoos Dec. 28 (BL) and at Ft. Boise W.M.A. (AL). An amazing 6 sightings of Swamp Sparrows were obtained: one bird at Vernon Dec. 1-20 (PR et al.); one at Spokane Jan. 3 (JR, DR, BW); one in Walla Walla Dec. 20 to mid-January (CC) and another there afterward (LM); one near Umatilla (CC); and one at Miller I. Nov. 29-Jan. 3 for Klamath County's first record (PL, SS).. The only White-throated Sparrows reported were one at Vernon (PR) and one at Bend (TC, CM). Golden-crowned Sparrows, rare in winter in the Region, appeared at Billingsly Creek W.M.A. (CHT), in Bend (TC), in the Wenatchee vicinity (BJ, JT), and at Yakima (B & GR). The species was described as common through December and appeared once in January in Umatilla (TG). Several sightings were obtained in the Tricities area in January and February (TG, REW). Exceptionally high numbers of White-crowned Sparrows, 400+, wintered around Miller I., Klamath Falls (SS). The usual sparse scattering of Harris' Sparrows occurred. Twelve+ Lapland Longspurs accompanied large flocks of Horned Larks near Valley Falls, Ore, Jan. 18 (MA, AA), and one was with Horned Larks near Paisley, Ore., Jan. 9 (SS). One was with Horned Larks southeast of Creston, Wash., Jan. 16 (MD), and the species was seen west of Terreton, Idaho, on 2 dates in January (DM, TR). A scattering of Snow Buntings appeared in e. Washington, e. Oregon, and n. Idaho. They were more numerous in the Rupert area. 

BLACKBIRDS, FINCHES -- A very few Yellow-headed Blackbirds, rare in winter, were reported. Perhaps the most unusual were a few wintering in the Stevensville, Mont, vicinity (C & SC). At least two were at Columbia N.W.R. Jan. 11 (WRR), four to five appeared northeast of Warden, Wash., Dec. 31 (RF), and two visited a Kennewick feeder Jan. 9 (TG). One at Summer L. Feb. 15 was about 3 weeks earlier than the previous early date (CM). The only Rusty Blackbird sighted was one at Vernon Jan. 2 (PR). Brewer's Blackbirds, four males and one female, in Lakeview Feb. 10 were unusual (MA) as were eight at Fortine, Mont., Dec. 7 (WW). Two Brown-headed Cowbirds at Vernon Dec. 31 were noteworthy (PR, WWe). With few exceptions", northern" finches were in low numbers. Rosy Finches, however, appeared in good numbers, mostly in e. Washington-adjacent Idaho and at Kamloops. The 
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Neihart area of the Little Belt Mts., Mont., was visited by 30 Jan. 30 (LKM). That area also had three Pine Grosbeaks Jan. 31 (LKM), and a like number was sighted in the Joseph, Ore., area (MK, VM, PS). Lone Purple Finches were spotted in Umatilla Dec. 7 0VIC) and at Lewiston Dec. 13 (CG). Up to 27 Cassin's Finches frequented a Lakeview feeder (MA, AA). Red Crossbills were virtually unreported. A female was noted at Waterville, Wash. (PM, S.A.S.), and 10-12 flew over the Lewis Peak road, Walla Walla Co., Jan. 17 (MD). Oddly, the count of White-winged Crossbills exceeded that of Red Crossbills. Mount Spokane hosted over 35 Jan. 24 (JA), and 10 were at Vernon Dec. 21 (RRH). Common Redpolls were decidedly scarce except at Fortine, where flocks of up to 130 were observed (WW). Pine Siskins were in short supply except for "thousands" on Mt. Spokane Jan. 24 (JA), 2 "large groups" found dead on Hwy 26 south of Troy, Mont. (MS), and a good number on the Indian Mt. CBC, Harrison, Idaho. Evening Grosbeaks were absent or in low numbers. 

ADDENDUM -- A window-killed Black-throated Blue Warbler was picked up in early November at Idaho Falls, * to Idaho State University (EC). 

CORRIGENDA -- The following sightings were not latilong firsts: White-fronted Geese at Tygh Valley, Ore. (AB 41:464)--the species is an uncommon but regular spring and fall migrant along the e. slope of the Cascades, Gray Jays at Idylwild Park (AB 41: 465)-- fairly common in the Blue Mts., in which this park is located; the Canyon Wren in Tygh Valley (AB 41:465)--fairly common in that area; the Three-toed Woodpecker, Hood River Co., and Black-backed Woodpecker, Idylwild Park (AB 41:465) (TC). Also, Panhandle L. (AB 40:1231) is in Pend Oreille Co., Wash., not in Idaho. 

OBSERVERS -- James Acton, Gil Alexander, David Anderson, Anne Archie, Merle Archie, Barbara (BaB) & Bob Boekelheide (BB), George Brady, Dwayne Brigham (DBg), Debie Brown (DB), Dave Brown (DBr), Chuck & Suzi Campbell, Dick Cannings, Canyon Birders (C.B.), Chris Carey (CCa), E. Chew, Barbara Clarke, Craig Corder (CC), Marion Corder, John Coykendall, Kathi & Tom Crabtree, Jeannette Davis, Mike Delate (MDe), Merry L. Defray, Mike Defray (MD), Christina Duchesne, Ray Duff, Dave Dunbar, Ros Eldridge, Ken English, Dave Finkelnburg, Ron Friesz, Phyllis Galloway, Charlene Gamut, Russ Gebhart, G. Gerdts, Devon Grahamn (DGr), Denny Granstrand (DG), Tony Greager, Lucinda Haggas (LHa), Larry Halverson (LH), Winnie Hepburn, Dave Holick (DHo), Denver Holt (DH), George Holton, Bill Hosford, Rick R. Howie, Peg Hughes, Eugene Hunn, Bert Jahn, Jim Johnson, Mike Johnson, Dean Jones, Jerry & Ann Kerr, Frank Kline, Ken Knittle, Merlene Koliner, Bob Krepps, Bill Lamont, Al Larson, John Laundre, Paul Lehman, C.D. Littlefield, Marty Littleton, Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society (L.C.B.A.S.), Donna Lusthoff, Larry K. Malone, Justin Mann, Phil Mattocks, Connie McCauley (CMcC), Larry McClosky, Opal Mcintyre, Craig Miller (CM), Dale Miller, Carl D. Mitchell, Valerie Monschke, Larry D. Napier, Howard Oswood, Jeff & Deanna Palmer, David Pitt-Brook, Lou Potter, Colleen Powell, Win. R. Radke, Bob & Georgia Ramsey, Sandy Random, Phil Ranson, Robin Rathman, Vida Ray (VRa), Virginia Reavill (VR), Frank Retro, Jan Reynolds, Tim Reynolds, Dick Rivers, Syd Roberts, A. Rushton, Seattle Audubon Society (S.A.S.), W.H. Shillington, Andy & Susan Stepniewski (SSt), Esther Stewart, Shirley H. Sturts, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers (SS), Marjorie Swanson, Jerry Tangren, Verda Teale, Karen Theodore, C.H. Trost, Carole Vande Voorde, Dave Ware, Bill Webb (BWe), Cheryl Webb, Wayne Weber (WWe), Winton Weydemeyer (WW), Bart Whelton (BW), Barry Whitehill (BWh), Robert E. Woodley, Vince Yannone, Hugh Zackheim, D. Zeigler.


The Winter Season, 1987-88 

Northern Pacific Coast Region
/Bill Tweit  

Nobody claimed to have tried it, but this winter one could have seen a Blackburnian Warbler on the Oregon coast and a McKay's Bunting on the Washington coast in the same day! Washington's first Vermilion Flycatcher was an adult male, and it looked almost as spectacular on the TV evening news as it did in life. Intense storms with strong westerly winds in early December caused inshore congregations of several pelagic species, including Mottled Petrel, Red Phalaropes, kittiwakes, and alcids. Otherwise, lots of the "mild weather lingerers" did just that, including pelicans, egrets, Osprey, Cinnamon Teal, Sora, various shorebirds, several warblers, Savannah Sparrows, and several blackbirds. Several spring migrants began returning early: Turkey Vulture, Rufous Hummingbird, Tree Swallow, Western Bluebird. The big northern raptors--Rough-legged Hawk, Gyrfalcon, and Snowy Owl--were very scarce, as were Red Crossbills and Evening Grosbeaks. With the exception of early December, this was a very mild, dry winter throughout the Region. Two very strong storms battered our coast during the first 10 days of December, with winds up to 70 mph and over five inches of rain. These rains did nothing to ease the regional drought, and by the end of winter the precipitation deficit had increased. There were no prolonged cold snaps, and snow never fell in the lowlands in much of the Region. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS -- Red-throated Loons were in higher than usual numbers on the Columbia R., near Portland, and as far upstream as Hood River, Ore. (HN). Pacific Loons, in smaller numbers, were also reported along the Columbia R. from Portland to Hood River. Single Pacific Loons on fresh water were at Hagg Lake, Washington, Ore. (LW) and the Rogue R., Ore. (ph., HS). Common Loons were thought to be in lower numbers than usual along the central Washington coast (G & WH) and inland in western Oregon (HN). Yellow-billed Loons were reported from 10 different locations, from Howe Sound, B.C. (DK, MF) south to Cape Sebastian, Curry, Ore. (M. & K. Uhtoff, fide MM), including one inland at Sasamat Lake, White Pine Beach, B.C. (fide DK). A decade ago, these would have been low numbers, but not currently. Two Clark's Grebe reports came from Oregon, where a few may winter regularly. One was seen throughout December on the Coos R., Coos (LT), and another was found in late January on Meares Lake, Tillamook (JJ), both freshwater locations. Several tubenoses were noted inshore during the heavy storms in early December. Northern Fulmars were seen off Boiler Bay, Ore. (JJ), in Tillamook Bay (A. Haagan, fide HN), and off Cape Arago, Ore. (BF, fide LT). One was found dead near Puget Sound, in Skagit, Wash. (DM, fide TW). A Mottled Petrel was seen from shore with hundreds of tubenoses and kittiwakes at Boiler Bay, Ore., Dec. 10 (†JJ, DI). There was a report of a 2nd, leucistic, bird being chased by dogs in downtown Cannon Beach, Clatsop, Ore., Feb. 13 (Andy Kerr, fide HN), and the specimen was apparently salvaged. These were the 3rd and 4th records for the state. Sooty Shearwaters, rarely reported in the Region during the winter, were seen throughout December along the ocean beaches, and once in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, off Trial I., near Victoria, V.I., Dec. 15 (fide DFr). The last reports were of two off Ocean Shores, Wash., Jan. 8 (G & WH). Short-tailed Shearwaters, the more common of the two dark shearwaters in winter, were noted along the Oregon coast during early December. Forty at Boiler Bay Dec. 10 (JJ, DI) were the peak. Three were found inside Puget Sound Dec. 18-19 (†VN, †Art Wang). A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel was at the mouth of Tillamook Bay Dec. 6 (JJ) and a Leach's was with the other tubenoses off Boiler Bay Dec. 10 (JJ). Fork-tailed records average one per winter, Leach's are much scarcer. Brown Pelicans wintered in unprecedented numbers, after very large numbers were found throughout the fall. They have only occasionally lingered into December north of Oregon. This winter, pelicans were widely distributed along the Washington and Oregon coasts in December, including one far south in Puget Sound, at Fox I., Pierce, Dec. 20 (Verna Timm, fide TB). Southward migration was noted in early December, and mortality was high during Dec. 4-16 when four specimens were salvaged in Oregon (HN, JJ) and one in Washington (SS). Three first-year birds wintered in the Port Angeles harbor, Wash. (D & SS). Most of the other reports did not indicate age, except for two adults at Lopez I., San Juan, Wash., Dec. 11 (FS). The age of Brown Pelicans is fairly easily determined, and observers should record any data that will be relevant to our understanding of the exciting recovery that this formerly threatened species is experiencing. 

EGRETS THROUGH DUCKS -- Great Egrets also wintered in record numbers, after an excellent fall flight. The first individual to successfully over-winter in the Vancouver, B.C., area, and only the 2nd winter record for the area, stayed at Richmond in the Fraser R. delta (DK). There were at least seven birds in Washington, above last winter's record of five. In Oregon, numbers were noted in their now usual areas in coastal estuaries (HN), five wintered in the Portland area (DL, HN), and one in the Willamette valley (BB). There were 5 reports of Cattle Egrets in December, which was about normal after an average fall flight. The farthest north was a single on Dec. 8 north of Courtenay, V.I. (WHa, B. Sedgewick). A Green-backed Heron at Coquitlam, B.C., Jan. 1 (Nancy Whaston) and
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another at Courtenay, V.I. (fide DFr) throughout the winter were north of their usual wintering range, which is south from s Washington. The usual number of Black-crowned Night-Herons wintered in scattered locations in estuarine areas. The 10 at Reifel I. in the Fraser R. delta (JI) and 15 in the Skagit R. delta (GR et al.) were the farthest north. Wintering Trumpeter Swans outnumber Tundras in the Victoria and Vancouver areas (DFr, DK). In Whatcom, n.w. Washington, Trumpeters continue to increase annually. They make up as much as 90% of the swan flocks at times (TW). In the Willamette Valley of w. Oregon, where they are still irregular, up to 26 Trumpeters were seen in the Monmouth area, Polk, throughout the winter (BB), and one to two were at Sauvie I (HN) and the Forest Grove Sewage Ponds (DL). Two were seen north of Lincoln City, on the outer coast of Oregon, in late January (Tom Purvis, fide BB), one of which had a dark collar. Trumpeters are still very rare on the outer coast of Oregon, even though small numbers winter regularly just to the north in Washington. Greater White-fronted Geese wintered throughout the Region from Vancouver/Victoria south in the usual small numbers. The largest flock was of 20 on Sauvie I. Feb. 5 (JE). A Ross' Goose was on Sauvie I. from Jan. 31+ (JJ et al.), for the first Columbia record. Another was on Agate Lake in s. Oregon Jan. 13 (HS). An Emperor Goose at Port Hardy on northern V.I. Jan. 20 (Tex Lyon) had been present since November. Another Emperor wintered on the Saanich Peninsula, near Victoria, V.I., Dec. 13-Feb. 16 (Hank VanDerPol et al.). Additionally, there were sightings on single dates from Seattle, Ocean Shores, and Port Susan in Washington, and Sauvie I. in Oregon. None of these was accompanied by details. This bird is not yet so common in the Region that it should be accepted without documentation. A large movement of Canada Geese onto Sauvie I. and down the Willamette Valley was noted in early December (Richard Smith). Major northward movements in the same areas were seen in early February (HN). Nehls noted that both Dusky and Cackling races were well scattered through w. Oregon again this winter. Two reports of Eur. Green-winged Teal from Victoria (RS, BD) and one from Sauvie I. (BO) were fewer than usual reports of this race. Single Am. Black Ducks, probably from the resident populations at Everett, Wash., or Reifel I., B.C., were at Victoria (J & RS, J & GA) and in Seattle (†Greg Toffic). Cinnamon Teal rarely winter in the Region. This year there were a few more reports than usual. Two were at Reifel I. (JI) and up to 15 were at the Forest Grove sewage ponds (DL) in December, singles were noted in January in Bellevue, Wash. (Tom Weir) and on Fort Lewis, Pierce, Wash. (Murray Hansen, fide TB), and six were on the Nehalem Sewage Ponds, Ore. (David Bailey). The first migrants were noted in the last week of February throughout w. Oregon and near Vancouver, B.C. At least 55 Redheads were reported, from Victoria and Vancouver south, a well-above-average count. The largest flock was of 24 on Beaver Lake, Skagit, Jan. 30 (JGa). None of this winter's Tufted Ducks appeared until after mid-January. Two different males were noted in Seattle Jan. 15-16 (†DB, †BT, m.ob.). The bird on Green Lake was the same bird with a vermiculated grayish back and short tuft that wintered there last winter and appeared briefly in the fall. A female appeared at Delta, B.C., Jan. 30 (WW et al.) and stayed through Feb. 21. A male was at the Duncan, V.I., sewage ponds Feb. 22-27 (J & GA et al.), with a female there Feb. 27 (M & BMc). In Oregon, males were noted Feb. 6 at Meares Lake, Tillamook, and the Warrenton sewage ponds, Clatsop (Tim Shelmerdine, Mike Patterson, both fide HN). Barrow's Goldeneyes typically winter on salt water in the Region, but reports of flocks on fresh water are increasing. Forty spent the season on the Santiam R., Linn (Vivian Hall, fide BB) and 70 on the Rogue R., Jackson (HS). Groups of fewer than 10 wintered at several locations in w. Washington and Oregon. It is unknown whether the increases are due to a change in their wintering dynamics or to changes in reporting. Nehls reported that Ruddy Ducks were in very low numbers in w. Oregon this winter. 

VULTURES TO RAILS -- Turkey Vultures began returning in mid-February, 2 to 3 weeks ahead of normal (ME, MM, BF, fide LT, Kevin Sands). There were 3 December reports' one in the Vancouver, B.C., area (BK), one near Bellingham, Wash. (Paul DeBruyn, fide TW), and two along Willapa Bay, Pacific, Wash. (TB). There were also two northeast of Lebanon, Linn, Ore., Feb. 5 (Bill Thackaberry, fide ME). This was about the average number of winter reports. At least nine Ospreys were reported during the winter, more than the average number. Most were single sightings, and the farthest north was Dec. 27 at Delta, B.C. (†Prue Spitman). Individuals overwintered near Olympia, Wash. (BT) and in the Ashland, Ore., area (MM). At least 45 Black-shouldered Kites were reported during the period, with 16 of these in Washington, constituting a new record wintering total for the state. There were relatively few kite reports from the Willamette Valley and none from Fern Ridge Res., but elsewhere in Oregon they were in strong numbers. Northern Harriers seemed to be in better than normal numbers in w. Oregon this winter (HN), but were in low numbers or absent in parts of w. Washington (ML, BT). Sharp-shinned Hawk reports were thought to be down in n.w. Oregon (JJ) and Victoria (BW). They totalled almost 70 for the Region There were 54 reports of Cooper's Hawk. Northern Goshawk reports totalled 10 individuals, roughly average. Red-shouldered Hawks are continuing to slowly expand their range to the north. There were 4 reports along the Oregon coast north of the Coos Bay area. Two at Nehalem Meadows Jan. 31 (JG) were the farthest north. In the interior, there were 2 reports north of Jackson: one at Coburg, Lane, Jan. 31 (Bill Shelmerdine) and one at Finley N.W.R. Feb. 21 (A. Floyd, fide ME). With 5 reports from s. Oregon, the total of 11 Red-shouldereds represented the highest number ever for a winter period. A decade ago this species was listed in boldface whenever it appeared in the Region. Red-tailed Hawks were 20% below average numbers in the Victoria area (BW), quite scarce in the San Juan Islands (ML), and abundant this winter in w. Oregon (HN). Ten "Harlan's" race individuals were reported, well above the average number. Rough-legged Hawks were scarce, with fewer than 20 reports overall. Roughly 100 Merlin reports were received, with 57 Peregrine reports, and only 3 Gyrfalcon reports. No Gyrs wintered in the Fraser R. to Skagit R. section where they are normally found Seven Prairie Falcons were noted in w. Oregon, a normal number for the Willamette and Rogue valleys. Three were reported from w. Washington, where they are quite scarce However, none of the three Washington sightings included details, and two of them were from areas where Peregrines of the tundrius type were wintering. It is possible that w. Washington observers accustomed to the dark pealei Peregrines are misidentifying these strikingly pale-headed tundrius types. A report of Spruce Grouse at Manning P.P., B.C. (fide DK), Jan. 31 served to emphasize the mildness of the winter, as Spruce Grouse habitat should be completely inaccessible to most human observers at this time. The 4th report of Rock Ptarmigan for the Vancouver, B.C., area came from Cypress P.P. Dec. 28 (†Linda Newall). Counts of 10 Virginia Rails in Vancouver, B.C. (RC), seven at Reifel I. (WW), and six at Nisqually N.W.R., Wash. (Craig Provost) indicated that good numbers of this species lingered during the mild winter. However, most observers seemed to ignore this species. Soras were found at 3 locations along the outer coast: Ocean City S.P., Grays Harbor, Wash. (G & WH), Feb. 12; Raymond, Pacific, Wash (BS), Feb. 25; and Youngs Bay, Clatsop, Ore. (JG), Dec. 20. Winter records are highly unusual in the Region and most previous records have been away from the outer coast. 

PLOVERS TO ALCIDS -- Five Snowy Plovers on the North Cove beach, Pacific, Wash., Jan. 16 (Joe Buchanon) furnished only the 2nd Washington winter record in recent years. Earlier in the century, when it can be assumed that larger numbers of Snowies bred in Washington, there were several winter records. 
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Twenty-one Snowies were found on a Bandon, Ore, beach Jan. 21 (B. & Z. Stotz, fide MM). At least 47 wintering Semipalmated Plovers were found in Washington. Most were along the outer coast where small numbers often remain in milder winters. The nine found in Puget Sound were quite unusual. The numbers of Greater Yellowlegs reports are usually indicative of the severity of the season. However, this winter there were fewer than normal reports, except from the Vancouver and Victoria areas where above-average numbers were noted (DK, DFr). Are observers ignoring this species as it becomes routine? This would be unfortunate, since yellowlegs are the sort of conspicuous, easily-enumerated species, often indicative of environmental conditions, that are perfect for American Birds monitoring. A Lesser Yellowlegs at Blackie Spit, Surrey, B.C., Dec. 26-Jan. 3 (†BK, †Hue & Jo Ann MacKenzie) furnished only the 2nd winter report for the Vancouver area. Another was reported without details from the Oregon coast in December. Willets wintered at 3 traditional locations: one at Ediz Hook, Clallam, Wash. (D & SS), 14 at North R. mouth, Pacific (PM, TS), and five at Yaquina Bay, Ore. (fide HN). Regular numbers, for a mild winter, of Whimbrels wintered along the coast. The farthest north was at Saanich, V.I. (RS). Three wintered on Ediz Hook (D & SS), one at Tokeland, Pacific (Denny Granstrand), one at Yaquina Bay (HN), and two at Bandon marsh (LT). The only location in the Region where large numbers of Long-billed Curlews and Marbled Godwits winter is at Tokeland, Pacific, Wash. Thirty curlews and a record 160 godwits were carefully counted there Feb. 4 (PM, TS). Elsewhere the usual singles were reported. Seventeen Ruddy Turnstones, another warm-winter lingerer, were reported from Whidbey I, Wash. (DP), south along the coast. Two of these, one at Ocean Shores Jan. 8 (G & WH) and another in Curry, Ore., Jan. 15-16 (JJ), were in full breeding plumage! Two Red Knots lingered to Dec. 5 on Boundary Bay, B.C. (MF, m.ob.), for the 3rd winter record for the Vancouver area. The number of Least and Western sandpiper reports was normal for a warmer winter. Up to five Leasts stayed on Boundary Bay, B.C. (WW), where they are casual in winter, but the species seemed to be in lower than usual numbers in Oregon this season (HN). Long-billed Dowitcher flocks were reported from the Fraser R. delta (JI), Boundary Bay (fide DK), Tokeland (MC), and throughout w. Oregon (fide HN). After the strong winds in early December, a large Red Phalarope "crash" was noted. On Dec. 10, 4000 were seen flying south past Boiler Bay, Ore., in groups of 30-50 (JJ, DI). Phalaropes were scattered inside the Strait of Juan de Fuca and n. Puget Sound east to Point Roberts, Whatcom, Wash. (Tom Hanrahan, fide DK), at Victoria (J & RS, Keith Taylor), and south to Point No Point, Kitsap, Wash. (VN), Dec. 11-13. Small numbers were also found at several locations in the Willamette Valley and Coast Range of Oregon at the same time (Bob May, DL), east to near Finley N.W.R. Dec. 13 (ME). The latest sighting was of a single off Dungeness Spit, Clallam, Wash., Dec. 26 (D & SS). Two ad Little Gulls on American Lake, Pierce, Wash. (EH, BT) provided the first record of wintering for the Region. An ad Common Black-headed Gull on Whidbey I., Wash., Dec. 20 (†Jim Zook) furnished only the 5th report for the state, 4 of which have been in 1986-1987. Three Heermann's Gulls were found lingering along the Oregon coast in December (JJ, Roy Gerig). A 2nd year bird was noted Feb. 18 at Ediz Hook (DS) and 2 days later at the nearby Orcas ferry terminal in the San Juan I. s. (†Tom Parsons). There are few Regional records from mid-winter. Six Glaucous Gulls were reported from British Columbia, three from Washington, and three from Oregon, for a below-average total. Following the storms 1,000 Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen off Boiler Bay Dec. 10 (JJ, DI). Singles were at Point No Point, Wash., Dec. 12 (VN) and Comox, V.I., Dec. 20 (Keith Morton), but the species was scarce the rest of the winter (MC, HN, G & WH). Only 27 were reported from 4 locations along the outer coast (HS, BB, JG, G & WH). Ancient Murrelets displayed their usual temporal distribution, with reports from the Strait of Juan de Fuca and outer coast in December, and absent thereafter The high counts were of 30 Dec. 15 in Oak Bay, V.I. (CN), and 200 on the outer coast at Boiler Bay (of course) Dec. 10 (JJ, DI). Where do the individuals that move through the Region in large numbers in late fall-early winter spend the latter half of the season? Cassin's Auklets were also blown onshore by the early December storms. Five were seen at Boiler Bay Dec. 3 (DI, JJ) and three there a week later. Two were seen inshore: one at Oak Bay Dec. 15 (CN) and the other at Point No Point Dec. 12 (VN) Over 15 were picked up dead on Oregon beaches in s. Lincoln Dec. 11 (RK, fide ME). Two seen in central Puget Sound at West Point, Seattle, Jan. 16 (D. DeSilvis) were highly unusual. 

OWLS THROUGH THRUSHES -- Snowy Owls were as close to being absent as they ever get in our Region. Two wintered in close proximity on the Skagit Flats (m.ob.) and another two wintered in equally close proximity along Boundary Bay, B.C. (m.ob.). The 21 N. Pygmy-Owls reported made an above average number of sightings. A Burrowing Owl lingered along Boundary Bay from November until Christmas Day (BK), for the first record for the Vancouver area since 1983. British Columbia observers reported eight Barred Owls. None was reported from Washington or Oregon! A single Great Gray Owl Dec. 28 to Jan. 3 at Langley, B.C. (GR) provided the only report. Ten Long-eared Owls at 4 locations;. Reifel I. (m.ob.), Saanich, V.I. (J.B. Tatum), Langley, B.C. (GR), and E.E. Wilson W.M.A., Ore. (AM) represented impressive numbers for the season. The average is below five. Short-eared Owl numbers were low in most areas. The only locale with more than 10 birds was Boundary Bay (MF) in late December before many had been reported farther south. Most localities reported fewer than five. An Anna's Hummingbird nest found Feb. 29 at Oak Bay, V.I. (B.R. Gates) provided only the 2nd nest record for Canada This hummingbird species winters regularly around both Victoria (12+ birds this winter) and Vancouver (20+ this winter) It has been assumed that breeding was probable in both areas The first Rufous Hummingbirds seemed to be about 5 days early throughout Oregon and Washington. One Feb. 28 at Ladner, B.C. (GP) was the earliest ever for the Vancouver area, and was about 3 weeks ahead of average. A Black-backed Woodpecker on the west side of Sand Mt., Linn, Ore., Feb 27 (D. & R. Hall, fide ME) furnished one of only a few winter records for the Region. Two Three-toed Woodpecker reports from the Mt. Washington ski area in the mountains of central V.I. (Howard Telosky, WHa) were from an area where they are probably regular, but not often reported. Seven Black Phoebes were found in the Ashland, Ore., area (MM) and one was near Harbor on the Curry coast (HS). Two Say's Phoebes were reported from the Willamette Valley (M. Nebeker, RK, fide ME) and four from the Rogue Valley and s. Oregon coast (HS, MM). One on Feb. 28 along the Columbia R. in Skamania Wash. (Pete May, fide WC) was the first migrant reported. These are average winter numbers for both phoebes in our Region The ad male Vermilion Flycatcher discovered Jan. 25 in rural Redmond, east of Seattle (Bob Overly) remained through February (m.ob.). This was the first record for the state and for the Region. Vermilions are remarkably scarce in the northwest, in comparison with the number of records from the midwest and northeast. The first Tree Swallows appeared the last day of January at Finley N.W.R. in Oregon (AM) and at American Lake, near Tacoma, Wash. (EH). By Feb. 18, they had been recorded from almost all reporting areas in the Region, including s. British Columbia. This is about a week ahead of "normal." As usual, the main influx moved up the Willamette Valley and Puget Sound. Arrival in coastal areas was generally later. The first Violet-green Swallows were seen at Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash, Feb. 14 (Don Jole), with widespread arrival the next week, as usual. Late Barn Swallows were still at Reifel I. until Dec. 13 (JI) and Scappoose Bottoms, Columbia, Ore, Dec. 27 (Jack Kiley, fide HN) An early Barn Swallow was seen near Beaverton, outside of Portland, Feb. 19 (Bob Talley, fide HN). Blue Jays wintered at 2 locations in Vancouver, B.C. (fide DK), at Port Townsend, Wash. (L. Tiller, ph.), and at Spanaway, Pierce, Wash. (B. Langlois, m.ob.). A few individuals are now found annually. A minor flight of Mountain Chickadees in December brought six birds to the Vancouver, B.C., area (WW, B Ramsdin), one to nearby Bellingham (Geri Walker, fide TW), a couple to the coast of Grays Harbor (Bob Morse, Keith Brady), and two to the Applegate valley in s. Oregon (John Keller). Early dates for returning W. Bluebirds were Jan. 25 on Fort Lewis, Pierce, Wash. (George Walter), Jan. 31 in Portland (DL), and Feb. 28 on Saltspring I., in the Gulf Is., B.C. (DFr, BW). The only Mountain Bluebird report was of one seen Dec. 29 at Graysmarsh, Clallam, Wash. (BT, D & SS). Twelve reports of Townsend's Solitaire, another scarce winterer, was an above average number. Only a handful of Hermit Thrushes were reported, yet it was a mild winter. Observers may have underreported them. This is another species that is easily monitored for AB and shows great variation in population between mild and severe winters. Varied Thrushes were "widely reported" in s w. Washington (WC) and in coastal Lincoln, Ore. (Darrel Faxon), and unmentioned elsewhere. 

MIMIDS THROUGH FINCHES -- Five N. Mockingbirds were reported, all from Oregon, an average number for recent years. Water Pipits were reported from s. British Columbia (DK, M & BMc) and Puget Sound (DB). In severe winters they are absent from these areas. The only Bohemian Waxwing reports were of three on V.I. in January (J & RS, WHa), eight in Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 23 (fide DK), three in Corvallis, Ore., Dec 25 (A. Cromack, fide ME), and 80 at Toketee R.S. in the s. Oregon Cascades Jan. 12 (DF). Five Orange-crowned Warblers in Washington and three in s. British Columbia, were average numbers for even a cold winter. Clearly not as average were the Black-throated Gray Warblers on the Univ. of Washington campus in Seattle from Dec. 13 to Jan. 18 (KA, m.ob.) and in Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 15-23 (†Doug Brown). These furnished the 3rd winter record for Washington and the first for British Columbia. The male Blackburnian Warbler found Nov. 15 at Nehalem Meadows, Ore., survived throughout the period (HN, mob.). Another Blackburnian Warbler seen briefly at Discovery Park, Seattle, Dec. 4 (†KA, †Todd Haas) furnished the 4th record for the state, but couldn’t be relocated. Probably because it was a mild winter, Palm Warblers wintered at 4 locations: Victoria (C. Eckhart et al.), two at Tillamook (DL et al.), Yaquina Bay (HN), and Gold Beach, Curry (HS), and there were 2 additional December sightings. Three Wilson's Warblers were reported without details. American Tree Sparrows were scarce this winter. Single birds were noted in the Vancouver, B.C. area (DK), the Bellingham area (fide TW), at Davis Slough, Snohomish, Wash., Dec 21-Jan. 23 (Rob Thorn, m.ob.), and on the Oregon coast, where they are very rare, at Nehalem Meadows Jan. 10+ (†LW, JJ, DI). A Black-throated Sparrow at a Bellingham feeder Dec. 27-Jan. 9 (DM, TW, ph.) provided the first winter record for the Region. Savannah Sparrows wintered in higher than usual numbers near Victoria (Lyndis Davis) and Sequim and Bellingham, Wash. (D & SS, BT, TW). Lincoln's Sparrows were seen in above regular numbers in w. Oregon this winter (HN), but were little reported, or under-reported, from elsewhere. Our understanding of Swamp Sparrow status has changed dramatically in recent years. There were 3 reports each from the Victoria area (WW, BD) and from Snohomish, Wash. (BBo, Tim Whitehouse), but mostly 34+ from Oregon (m.ob.). Most of these were along the coast, and many of those at sewage ponds. Swamp Sparrows were almost unreported over 5 years ago, and in the last few winters there have been 10 to 20 reports each. Nine White-throated Sparrows were reported north of Oregon, an average total, and in Oregon they were "maybe in better numbers than "normal" (HN). Very large numbers of wintering White-crowned Sparrows were reported from the Bellingham area (TW) and Victoria (MJ). Harris' Sparrows, however, were well below recent years' totals. Only five were found in Oregon, none in Washington, and four in British Columbia. Last winter 33 were reported. Lapland Longspurs were reported only from Ocean Shores, Wash., where up to 50 were seen during December and January (MC). A flock of 15 Snow Buntings was also at Ocean Shores. A McKay's Bunting was present with them Jan. 15+ (MC, m.ob., ph.) for the 3rd record for Washington. The first and 2nd were during the winter of 1978-1979 (AB 33:308). One in Oregon the next winter was the most recent Regional record. Three Snow Buntings east of Roseburg Dec. 3 (JE) were the only ones reported south of Ocean Shores. A Yellow-headed Blackbird Feb. 25 at Richmond, B.C. (RC) and one Feb. 27 in Vancouver, B.C. (fide DK) furnished very rare winter records. One imm. male wintered near Monroe, Snohomish, Wash.( BBo, m.ob.), where they are also rare, and there were 3 reports from Oregon (fide HN). Last winter, Rusty Blackbirds still rated the boldface treatment. Not so this winter. Three were present near Monroe, Wash., Dec. 20-Jan. 9 (BBo et al.), an ad male and female and two immatures wintered at feed lots on Sauvie I. (JJ, DI, JG, HN, m.ob.), and one male was at Richmond, B.C., Feb. 5 (Michael Price). Seven Rosy Finches on Mary's Peak, in the c. Oregon Coast Range, Feb. 15 (Jim Carlson, fide ME) furnished the only report, other than a single north of Vancouver, B.C. (GP). Red Crossbills were sparse this winter (HN, BT) throughout the Region. There were only 2 reports of White-winged Crossbill, one from the Vancouver area (fide DK) and several seen near Salem, Ore, Dec. 29 (Chris Bond, fide BB). The Vancouver area provided the only Com. Redpoll sightings, with 4 reports of five birds (fide DK). Large numbers of Pine Siskins were reported from the Columbia R. south (WC, HN, MM). North of there they were rarely mentioned. Evening Grosbeaks were scarce throughout the Region (MJ, DK, BT, HN, MM). 
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Spring Migration, 1988

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTERMOUNTAIN REGION  
/ Thomas H. Rogers

Spring was mostly warm and dry, with wet spells in mid-April and at May’s end. Migrants were noted as early by a few reporters. Low water levels appeared to favor migrating shorebirds and nesting marsh birds but created hardship for waterfowl.

ABBREVIATION -- Malheur = Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Harney, OR.

LOONS TO IBISES -- Canyon Ferry, MT, had 150 Com. Loons Apr. 26 (DS), and Twin Lakes near Preston, ID, had over 100 adults around Apr. 1. At the latter spot, water-skiers seemed to be disturbing the birds (CHT). Two on the Salmon R. 30 mi north of Salmon, ID, May 7 were unusual (LH). Kamloops, BC, had a Yellow-billed Loon (EM). Red-necked Grebe on Soda L., Columbia N.W.R., Othello, WA, Apr. 23 was noteworthy (C.B.). Clark's Grebe appeared on Potholes Res. (RF) and Moses L. (FB, MO, C.B.), Grant, WA: at Ana Res., Summer L., OR (TC, CM); and in the Klamath Falls, OR, vicinity (HS). Five island nesting colonies of Am. White Pelicans at Malheur contained over 1500 nests. Unusual were one bird at Mann's L., Lewiston, ID (DR), and eight at Silcott L. west of Clarkston, WA (CG, MLP, PP, EP). Two were noted at John Boyle Res. in the Klamath Falls area (HS). A few of the birds remained all spring after wintering at the Walla Walla R. delta, Wallula, WA (SM). The only Least Bittern reported was one flushed at Buena Vista Station, Malheur (GI). Single Great Egrets appeared in the Frenchman Hills vicinity, Grant, WA (RA, DH et al.), and at a farm pond west of Yakima, WA (KJ). McNary N.W.R., Burbank, WA, had two (CW, REW). One on the Kootenai R., near Bonners Ferry, ID, was the county's 2nd (RDC). In Montana one appeared at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, MT (VV). At least 4 separate sightings of the species were made at American Falls Res. in s. Idaho (fide CHT), and one was sighted at Camas N.W.R., Hamer, ID (S.R.A.S.). Oliver, BC. had one (RJC). The only Snowy Egrets reported were one at Metcalf N.W.R. (fide PLW); one at Wilbur, WA (JH); and three along the Owyhee R. south of Vale, OR (THR). A flock of about 10 Cattle Egrets was sighted 10 mi northwest of Pocatello, ID (BJ, m.ob.). and five were seen near the Snake R. in the Rupert, ID, vicinity (WHS). The Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, Arco, had its first sighting of the species (TR, RM). Single birds appeared at Malheur and near Burns, OR (fide GI). The Spokane, WA, latilong obtained its first record of the species when a dead bird was found along Latah Cr. near Spokane in March. Much dessicated, it was believed to have been there since last fall (D & DN, THR). A Green-backed Heron was sighted along the Wenatchee R. near Leavenworth, WA. May 20 (DP). White-faced Ibis continued to increase in the Region. The Moses Lake-Winchester area, WA, had sightings of 20, 40, and 67 (RF, CG, JT), and 17 were seen near Lowden, WA (SM). Two were sighted near Lamont, WA (JH). A flock of 15-20 was in the Salmon area in early May for Roberts' first there. In Montana one appeared in the Helena Valley (DL), and four were in a pond near Bean L. 55 mi north of Helena (JS).

WATERFOWL TO TURKEY -- An Apr. 27 survey of Trumpeter Swans in the Centennial Valley of s.w. Montana found 297; May 18, 51 nests were located (CDM). In the Malheur area the low count of 39 and only 4 pairs nesting suggested high winter mortality. Six Trumpeters appeared in the Yakima vicinity (AS), and a few were identified in the Helena-Townsend, MT, area, where they are rare, at L. Helena and Canyon Ferry L. (BK, DC). One was electrocuted on power wires at Lewiston (CC), and another was found dead at Moscow, ID (fide DJ). Seven Greater White-fronted Geese were sighted on Sprague L., Sprague, WA (C.B.), and one, very rare in the Helena area, appeared at L. Helena (BK, GM). A blue morph Ross' Goose accompanied Snow Geese at Mann's L. Apr. 16 (RG, MK, LL, OM, MLP), and another of the blue morph was observed near Burns Apr. 10 (GI). An Emperor Goose was identified with Greater White-fronted Geese near Hines, OR, Mar. 8-15 (CC). The Snake R. west of Clarkston, WA, had a Barnacle Goose, almost certainly an escapee, Mar. 13-16 (JK, m.ob.). Up to 400 "Cackling" Geese were at Goose L. south of Lakeview, OR, Apr. 24 (MA). A male Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal was observed on the Salmon R. north of Salmon May 19 (HBR). A male Eur. Wigeon near Helena Apr. 2 was only the 2nd reported for that area in 20 years (GM, GT, DS). A few were sighted elsewhere in the Region. Single male Tufted Ducks were identified on the Methow R. near Pateros, WA, Mar. 14-20 (BH et al. fide BJ) and on Migraine L., Columbia N.W.R. (JC, WRR). A pond near Kittitas, WA, was visited by 200 Ring-necked Ducks Apr. 4 (PM). A pair of Greater Scaup was found in Frenchtown Valley west of Missoula, MT, Mar. 26 (DH, PLW). The Dearborn R. 43 mi north of Helena had a Harlequin Duck May 21. The species is rarely seen in this area (LMcE). Single male Oldsquaws were sighted in s.e. Idaho at Massacre Rocks on the Snake R. about Mar. 1 (JL) and near Sterling W.M.A., American Falls Res., Apr. 24 (CHT, CW). A female at the Yakima R. mouth, Richland, WA, provided R.E. Woodley's first spring record there. A female at Reardan, WA., May 8-11 was remarkable both for the locality and the date (JA. WH). A pair of Red-breasted Mergansers near Trout Creek, MT, furnished a latilong first (DD). The Bald Eagle pair at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, ID, hatched two young about Apr. 12 (LDN). Pend Oreille L. in n. Idaho had 5 active Bald Eagle nests (fide SHS). Spruce Grouse, formerly common in the Fortine, MT, vicinity, are now considered rare there (WW). Sage Grouse lek counts in n.c. Washington indicated good recovery in better habitat but showed very little recovery in some other areas. Although the lek site at Yakima Firing Range has been badly disturbed by military 
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vehicles, the grouse were displaying in full view of army exercises The population appeared high at Malheur, over 60 males were counted on one lek. Several Wild Turkeys were observed near their release site on the Tucannon R., Columbia, WA (B.M.A.S.), and one was observed east of Nez Perce, ID, Mar. 26 (W & WH).

RAILS TO SHOREBIRDS -- A Virginia Rail heard about 20 mi north of Mackay, ID, Apr. 27 added the species to the area list (LH). Five of these birds and two Soras were found at Fir Mt., Hood River, OR, Apr. 30 (DA, DL, TS). Fortine had a Sora May 29; the species has rarely been noted there in recent years (WW). Sandhill Cranes were reported moving through the Region starting Feb. 23; the largest number was of over 3000 in the St. Andrews, WA, area (RF). The breeding population of Sandhills at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Monida, MT, was down (CDM). One bird was at Cloverdale, Crook, OR, May 6, for a rare location (LR). By May 31, 16 Whooping Cranes had been located, including eight in e. Idaho (five at Grays Lake N.W.R., Wayan; one in Caribou; one in Fremont; and one in Teton); seven in w. Wyoming (four in Sublette, two in Yellowstone N.P., and one in Grand Teton N.P.). One remained at the spring migration stop near Monte Vista, CO. Twelve Whooping Crane eggs from Wood Buffalo N.P., Canada, were placed in Sandhill Crane nests at Grays Lake. Ten hatched successfully, one was eaten by an unknown predator, and one failed to hatch (RD). Malheur had a notable 20 Black-bellied Plovers May 16 (RV). Single birds at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR) and the Yakima R. mouth (REW) were also unusual. Summer L. yielded up to 12 Snowy Plovers in April (RG, HS). A flock of 10 Semipalmated Plovers at the Yakima R. mouth Apr. 30 was the largest group R.E. Woodley had seen there. Singles at Grandview, WA, sewage lagoons (DB) and at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR) were noteworthy. Up to 12 Black-necked Stilts were sighted at Reardan, and the finding of 2 nests, each with 4 eggs, furnished the first definite evidence of breeding there (JA, WH). The species had returned to its nesting area in the Frenchman Hills and Winchester Wasteway areas by Apr. 7 (BH). At the Yakima R. delta they peaked at 16 Apr. 13 (REW), and the Walla Walla, WA, area had a few sightings(SM). Seven appeared on Sheep L and three at Texas L., Whitman, WA (J & DP). A lake near Lamont had 10 (JH). Knutsford, BC, had seven Apr. 29-30 (SR, RH et al.). Fort Boise W.M.A., Canyon, ID, had up to eight (MJ), and one appeared at Boise, ID (AL). One at Hatfield L., Bend, OR, Apr. 15 was a rarity (CM) as was an Am. Avocet there May 7 (TC). Unusual sightings of Willets were of one at Bear Valley, Seneca, OR (PS); one between Mountain Home and Sun Valley, ID (MJ); and one at Othello (EH).F our Upland Sandpipers were sighted in Bear Valley May 26 (PS), and eight were counted in Logan Valley east of Seneca (CC, MH). Seven appeared in the Spokane Valley nesting area (LT). Real rarities were single Whimbrels at Summer L. Apr. 30 (RM) and Hatfield L. May 7 (TC) One at the Walla Walla R. delta May 21 provided the 2nd record there (REW). Remarkable were the at least 70 Marbled Godwits near Salmon Apr. 24 (LH). Summer L. hosted four Ruddy Turnstones May 20 (MA), and a pair of Red Knots was observed there May 8 (MA, S & PSu). A Baird's Sandpiper, quite rare in spring at Hatfield L., was seen there May 7 (TC). Two Pectoral Sandpipers at the Yakima R. delta May 8 provided Woodley's first spring record for the area.

GULLS TO OWLS -- A Franklin's Gull near Cloverdale May 11 (LR) was apparently a county first. Vagrants were single Franklin's and Bonaparte's gulls at Clarkston Apr. 30 (MK, CV). Noteworthy were eight Bonaparte's on Springfield Ponds near Springfield, ID, Apr. 24 (CHT) and 32 at Grays Lake N.W.R. Apr 23 (RD). A Mew Gull was sighted at Tranquille, BC, for the only report (SR). A concentration of 1100-1200 gulls at Coeur d'Alene, ID, Mar. 9 contained about 300 California Gulls, at least 600 Herring Gulls, six Glaucous Gulls, and one Thayer's Gull (DF). Penticton, BC had a Thayer's Mar 6 (RJC, SRC). The Wanapum Dam vicinity near Vantage, WA, was an unusual location for two Glaucous-winged Gulls Mar. 20 (PM et al.). A Herring Gull at Selah, WA, was noteworthy (BB). Nine Caspian Terns at Alturas L. south of Stanley, ID, May 29 added the species to the Sawtooth National Recreation Area list (LH). Two on the Missouri R. near Craig, MT, May 12 were unusual (SJ). A group of about 15 Com. Terns was observed below the dam at American Falls Res. May 7 (CHT et al.). Four Forster's Terns were at Summer L. Apr. 11 (MA), and one visited Houston L. west of Prineville, OR, Apr. 18 (TC). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was heard once at Rupert (WHS) The only Com. Barn-Owl reports were of one near Shelley, ID, in late February (FM) and one near Coulee City, WA, Mar. 15 (CG). At least three Flammulated Owls were found at Blewett Pass, a known breeding locality, west-southwest of Wenatchee, WA (PM et at., TS, GW), and near Liberty, WA (DH). Kamloops counted eight May 23 (RH), and two were near Penticton May 18-19 (RJC). One was calling near Silver L., OR, May 14 (MA, RG, FI), and several were heard in Deschutes N.F. southwest of Bend (RGo, FI). One was heard at Malheur and south of Starr campground, Grant, OR (R & JK). Over 100 active Burrowing Owl burrows were documented in the Columbia Basin, WA (D.O.W.). A Great Gray Owl was seen near Mt. Emily north of La Grande, OR (MC, DL), and nesting pairs and young were seen just west of that city (SM, m.ob.). One was seen near Island Park, ID (EC, S.R.A.S.). The first Boreal Owl nest ever found in Montana was discovered near Lolo Pass on the Montana-Idaho border southwest of Missoula (DHo). Three or four Boreal Owls answered recordings along the Little Blackfoot R. southwest of Helena Mar. 5 (DE, DG).

NIGHTJARS TO MIMIDS -- An unusual concentration of 12+ Com. Poorwills was sighted at Blewett Pass May 21 (PM et al.). A Black-chinned Hummingbird, rare in the Salmon area, visited a feeder there May 17 (HBR). At least three Vaux's Swifts appeared at Richland May 1 & 22, for R.E. Woodley's 2nd and 3rd spring sightings there. Several Anna's Hummingbirds were in Bend's West Hills after the first week of March (TC, JS). A male Costa's Hummingbird returned to the same feeder in Bend for the 5th consecutive year (G & CR), and one that showed up at a feeder in LaPine, OR, Apr. 10-12 was believed to be the same one that had been there last year (HH). Another male was at Silver Lake Ranger Station May 17 (PS). A Red-breasted Sapsucker was identified at Ahtanum Cr. west of Yakima May 28 (ECr). Single Williamson's Sapsuckers were sighted in the Swauk Pass area southwest of Wenatchee (MO), one at a nest May 22 (GG). Up to six of the birds were seen south of Heppner, OR (PS). A "Yellow-shafted" N. Flicker visited Malheur Apr. 1 (BD), and one appeared in Idaho Falls, ID, in February (WR). A Least Flycatcher was reported at Osoyoos, BC (GD), and another at Malheur (R & JK). Four Gray Flycatchers were identified at Oliver May 22 (RJC), and a total of four was found in the Manashtash-Dry Cr. area west of Ellensburg, WA, May 29 (AS). The Blue Jay that wintered at Culdesac, ID, was still there May 4 (fide MK), and one appeared at Goose Lake S.P., Lake, OR, Apr. 2-27 (MA). A few Bushtits were sighted in the Dayville-John Day Fossil Beds area, OR, Apr. 26-May 12 (PS). The Albion, WA, sewage pond was visited by a Bewick's Wren Mar. 5 (J & DP). A Marsh Wren near Salmon May 24 added the species to the list for that area (LH). Boise had two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers May 16 (AL), and a pair was observed near L. Abert, Lake, OR, May 17 (MA). Unusual were sightings of single migrating Hermit Thrushes at Wallula (C.B.) and Vantage (WHe, JP, CV) as was a Varied Thrush at Malheur Headquarters (RG). Helena and vicinity had several sightings of N. Mockingbirds including a singing male (JS). Singles of this species were observed in Oregon at Frenchglen (DJo, MR), Fields, and in the Blitzen Valley south of Malheur (fide GI).
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WARBLERS TO FINCHES -- Fields, OR, was visited by a Tennessee Warbler May 21 fide GI). A male N. Parula was sighted at Fields and another at Frenchglen May 29 (R & JK). A "Myrtle" Yellow-rumped Warbler was in Bend Apr. 10 (TC). A Black-throated Gray Warbler was sighted at John Day Fossil Beds Visitor Center May 20 (PS). The species was also noted in the Blitzen Valley. A male Am. Redstart at Yakima May 24 was a rarity (PR). Notable was a N. Waterthrush in Idaho Falls (SMi). Malheur and vicinity lived up to its reputation as an oasis in the desert for migrating warblers, with single birds of the following appearing there: Magnolia (R & JK), Black-throated Gray, Blackburnian (HN et al.), Blackpoll (CR), Black-and-white (DH, KI, FZ), and N. Waterthrush. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was banded at Pocatello (JJ), one was seen in Bend (GJ), and one was heard at Rupert (WHS). An Indigo Bunting at Malheur added the species to the refuge list (HG, DM, BT). Vernon, BC, had two Clay-colored Sparrows May 22 (RJC). A Lark Sparrow about 20 mi south of Stanley added the species to that area's list (LH). An increased number of Lark Bunting sightings in the Arco Desert of s. Idaho (TR) suggested an expanding population there. A LeConte's Sparrow was sighted in the s.e. corner of Glacier N.P., MT (SG), and one near Pine Butte 15 mi west of Choteau, MT, provided a latilong first and one of few records for the state (DSk, DS). A Swamp Sparrow was identified at Yakima Apr. 7 (BB, DGr) for e. Washington’s 4th sighting (PM). Single White-throated Sparrows were found near the Frenchman Hills (G & WH) and at Davenport, WA (JW). At least seven Bobolinks were sighted at Prairie City, OR (PS), and one appeared at Idaho Falls (DM) and at Kootenai N.W.R. (AB). A Com. Grackle was identified near Bonners Ferry (RDC) and at Page Springs, Frenchglen (DH, KI). A male Hooded Oriole photographed at a Bend feeder was e. Oregon's 2nd (BG et al.). Four pairs of Purple Finches were identified in Washington, at Roslyn, near Cle Elum, and in Chelan (PM et al.). Lesser Goldfinches appeared at Fort Rock S.P., OR, May 9 (TC, CM) and at John Day Fossil Beds (PS).
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Spring Migration, 1988

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.   

It was generally a cool, wet spring in the Northwest. Seattle experienced its first month of above average rainfall since May 1987, and water reservoirs were almost back to normal. Following a balmy February and March that were dryer and warmer than usual, April and May were much wetter with about normal temperatures. Corresponding, yearly migrants tended to be earlier than usual while late-season birds were delayed. The summary of sightings from Vancouver Island was not available. However, reports from the Queen Charlotte Islands and the Inside Passage of British Columbia provided welcome input from the relatively unknown northern third of this Region.

ABBREVIATIONS -- S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia River, OR. V.I. = Vancouver Island. Place names in italics are counties.
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LOONS TO IBISES -- Yellow-billed Loons were noted in Port Townsend Mar. 6-10 (Bruce Marsden) and at Tokeland, WA, Apr. 10 (BSu); in Vancouver, BC, Apr. 4 (MP); and at the unusual location of Timothy L., south of Mt. Hood in Clackamas, OR, May 15 (Tim Shelmerdine, ph. LW). Three Yellow-billed Loons, still in nonbreeding plumage, were seen in Hecate Strait from the Skidegate-Prince Rupert, BC, ferry Apr. 12 (MH, PH). Two W. Grebes were near the n.w. limit of their range at Lucy I. in Chatham Sound near Prince Rupert, BC, May 20 (SJ). A Clark's Grebe at Ocean Shores Mar. 11 (†G & WH) and two in Seattle Mar. 28-Apr. 8 (KA, TH) provided the 12th and 13th records for w. Washington. Other Clark's were noted Mar. 6 in Portland (JJ) and May 14 on nearby Sauvie I. (Mike Houck, David Marshall). The 173 Black-footed Albatrosses seen off Westport Apr. 23 and 130 there May 7 represented the highest-ever counts in
[image: ]Yellow-billed Loon on Timothy Lake, Oregon, May 16, 1988. Photograph/Linda Welland.

21 years of pelagic trips from Washington (TW). Fifty Black-footeds were noted 25 mi west of Florence, OR, May 31 (TT). A Laysan Albatross was seen Mar. 31 only 10 mi off Newport, OR (Mike Burger), and another was seen May 16-31 from 25-40 mi off Florence (Mike Pettis, TT). Only eight Pink-footed Shearwaters off Westport May 7 (BT) and five 15 mi off Florence Apr. 13 (TT) provided the highest counts reported. Three Flesh-footed Shearwaters seen May 7 off Westport (BT) furnished the only report, as usual. Two Short-tailed Shearwaters were noted Mar. 6 at Boiler Bay, OR (PP), and 11 were seen in Hecate Strait east of the Queen Charlotte Is. Apr. 12 (MH, PH). Sooty Shearwaters were reported in their usual large numbers. Twenty Leach's Storm-Petrels were seen Apr. 20 about 15 mi off Pacific City, OR (TT), and several were seen at night in the lights of the boat during the previous week. The first Brown Pelican reported this season was an immature seen Apr. 17 flying N past the North jetty of the Columbia R., WA (DPa). Thereafter four were north to Westport May 14 (EH et al.). However, most were in Oregon, with 20 counted May 29 on Gull Rock, Coos (Roy Lowe, JA), and about 20 noted May 30 on the North Spit of Coos Bay (LT). An ad Red-faced Cormorant in breeding plumage was seen Apr. 10-11 near Old Masset, at the n. end of the Queen Charlotte Is. for the first record for Canada (Rick Howe, Charlie Bellis, †PH, ph. MH). The nearest colony is on Kayak I. east of Cordova, AK, about 600 mi to the northwest. The last of the wintering Great Egrets were two in the Vancouver, BC, area Mar. 6-12 (MP, JI) and five in Washington up to May 10. A breeding-plumaged Snowy Egret at the Diamond L. sewage pond May 26 (DFi) established a surprising first record for the Toketee Ranger District, OR. A flock of 15+ White-faced Ibises flew by the Yaquina, OR, jetty May 21 (Walt Youngen, fide BB). Then four were seen briefly in N. Portland May 22 (JJ, DBa) and at nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., WA, May 23 (Marguerite Hills). A lone ibis spent the afternoon of May 25 in a field near Sequim, WA (C & RR). In addition to the 29 ibises at Coos Bay last year a flock of 37 was near Astoria, May 12-14, 1987 (AR et al.).
[image: ]
Red-faced Cormorant at Old Massett, British Columbia, April 11, 1988. Photograph/Margo Hearne.

GEESE TO FALCONS -- Twenty thousand Greater White-fronted Geese were counted passing NNW over Diamond L., just northwest of Crater Lake N.P., OR, Apr. 26-27 (DFi; see also Oregon Birds 14:243-246, 1988) presumably from wintering or staging areas in the Klamath basin to the generally coastal migration route farther north. A "Blue" Snow Goose stopped at Howard Prairie L., e. Jackson, OR, Mar. 5 (BrS).T he Ross' Goose that wintered on Sauvie I. was last seen Mar. 12 (DL). It or another was nearby at Jackson Bottoms, Hillsboro, OR, Apr. 17 (†DL, LW, Pat Muller). Single Emperor Geese stayed in Saanich, V.I., to at least Mar. 6 (J.B. Tatum); at Glide, Douglas, OR, Mar. 13-20 (Paul Osburn, Steve Jaggers R, on Maertz, DFi); 
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and at Tokeland, WA, Apr 1-24 (m.ob., ph DJ) Two Emperor Geese were seen Apr 7 on the Cardy Unit, Ridgefield N.W.R. (Dan Bolton). Daily counts of the Snow Geese on Reifel I., BC, noted 10,000 there Mar. 13, 7000 Apr. 17, 4000 Apr. 25, and the last 100 Apr. 29 (JI). A "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal at the Nehalem meadows Apr. 19 (DI, PP) was the latest of the five reported in Oregon. Another was in Seattle Mar. 11 (BSu). A male Blue-winged Teal at Ridgefield N.W.R., WA, Mar. 6 (JE) was early, as was a pair at Emigrant L., Ashland, OR, Mar. 12 (BrS). Widespread arrival was Apr. 17, also early Cinnamon Teal numbers increased steadily following first arrivals in late February, to 24 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., near Salem, OR, Mar. 11 (DPe) and 50 at Ridgefield N.W.R. Mar. 21 (Wilson Cady). A bird identified as a male Redhead x Greater Scaup again visited Stanley Park, Vancouver, BC, Mar. 18-May 6 (†BK; MP). The male Tufted Duck found in February at Meares L., Tillamook, OR, was seen through Mar. 19 (†DL, †LW, m.ob.). Others were on Ft. Lewis, near Tacoma, WA, Mar. 13 (Georgia Ramsey); at the Monmouth sedimentation ponds Mar. 28 (RG); and on Green L. in Seattle Apr. 1-2 (Martin Muller, †EH). The bird believed to be a hybrid Tufted Duck x Greater Scaup was seen again at Green L. Apr. 10 (†AR). Pairs of Black-shouldered Kites were observed during May at Raymond, WA (m.ob.), on the Nehalem meadows, OR (John Fitcher, HN), and along the Coquille R. at Myrtle Point, OR (LT, DFi et al.). An ad Red-shouldered Hawk was north to the Salmon R. meadows, OR, Mar. 6 (HN), and a Swainson's Hawk was west of the Cascades to the Nisqually N.W.R., WA, May 1 (†Mike Denny et al.). "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks were noted in early March at Auburn (†DBe) and Sequim (†DJ), WA, and at the Nehalem meadows (JE, HN). Very few Rough-legged Hawks were reported, continuing the trend of the last few years. One still at Coos Bay, OR, Apr. 21 was the latest this season (LT). Golden Eagles nested near Medford, OR (Ed Abbott, MM), and on San Juan I., WA (ML). All other reports, including one bird at Reifel I., BC, May 14-20 (JI), were within flight distance of these sites. The normal number of Merlin reports included a very pale brown bird seen Apr. 9 at Yelm, WA (†RA, †Hal Opperman et al.), believed to be of the race richardsoni. One Merlin May 6 at Ocean Shores, WA, was the latest ever there (G & WH), and another was still at Reifel I., BC, May 21 (JI). Two Prairie Falcons on the Skagit flats, WA, Mar. 5 (Bud Anderson) and one in Coquitlam, BC, Apr. 7 (†GT) were unusual at those locations. Others were in Oregon, at Emigrant L. Mar. 2 (MM), in Salem Mar 22 (Barb Combs), and at the Bandon marsh Apr. 24 for only the 2nd Coos record (LT).

SHOREBIRDS -- Sixty Black-bellied Plovers on the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, BC, May 24 provided the high count reported (WW), down from the usual several hundred. Correspondingly, only six Lesser Golden-Plovers were reported, all in Washington, Apr. 23-May 16. Groups of three Black-necked Stilts were west to the Nisqually N.W.R. Apr. 15 (Verna Timm, Sam Agnew) for only the 7th record for w. Washington; to Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, OR, Apr. 16 (SH, DFi); and to Baskett Slough N.W.R. near Salem, OR, May 10 (DPe). Single stilts were farther north to the Serpentine Fen, BC, May 2 (†WW) and the Montlake fill, Seattle, May 12 (CEv, m.ob.) for the first King record. One-two Am. Avocets also wandered W to Seattle Mar 31 (KA et al.); to the Serpentine Fen Apr. 25 (WW); Vancouver L., Clark, WA, Apr. 30 (PB); near Sequim, WA, May 11-14 (D & SSm, Joyce Collins); and N. Portland May 23-24 (JE, HN). Three-five avocets then settled in May 10 at the Serpentine Fen (WW). Peak counts of Greater Yellowlegs were of 107 in the Green River Valley, Auburn, WA, Apr. 2 (JG), 154 there Apr. 9 (DBe), and 125 on Reifel I. Apr. 17 (JI). As usual, Lesser Yellowlegs were relatively scarce in the spring, with 11 at Reifel I. Apr. 25 (JI) and 12 at the Forest Grove, OR, sewage ponds Apr. 26 (JE) the high counts. The 14 Solitary Sandpipers reported, Apr 12-May 14, represented almost normal numbers One-two Long-billed Curlew were reported from 9 locations, with two at Tillamook May 18 (JE, HN) and one at Bandon May 22 (LT) the latest. Four Bar-tailed Godwits were observed May 14 at Bandon (†DFi, Kevin Sands, HS, Martha Sawyer) for the 4th spring record for Oregon. A Hudsonian Godwit was seen May 30 on Reifel I. (JI). One hundred Marbled Godwits were still at Tokeland Apr. 15 (G & WH), and 250 were at Bandon Apr. 27 (LT). Only eight remained at Tokeland May 9 (EH, PM). Two on Sequim Bay, WA, May 28 (Fred Sharpe) and one on Yaquina Bay, OR, May 29 (DFa) were the latest. Thirty Ruddy Turnstones also at Bandon May 14 (DFi et al.) furnished the high count for the season. Four Red Knots at Tokeland, WA, Apr. 15 (G & WH) were early. Their passage was marked by counts of 600 at the nearby Elk R. mouth May 7 (BT) and of 1000 between Tokeland-Westport May 14 (EH et al.). Ten+ at Newport, OR, Apr. 28 (Robert Olson) represented the high count elsewhere. Two at Bandon May 14-22 (DFi, LT) and one at the Serpentine Fen May 24 (WW) were the latest. A breeding-plumaged ad Semipalmated Sandpiper was noted Apr. 27-29 at the Forest Grove, OR, sewage ponds (HN, JE, DL). The 10,000 W. Sandpipers Apr. 30 in Delta, BC (WW), and the 500 Least Sandpipers at the S.J.C.R. and 200 at Tillamook May 4 (HN) marked the peak passage of these species The 5 Pectoral Sandpiper sightings were spread Apr. 8-May 25 and were many fewer than usual. Likewise, the only Baird's Sandpiper reported was one Apr. 27 at Bandon (Jack Thomas) A Stilt Sandpiper observed May 15 at the Serpentine Fen (†Jo Ann & Hue MacKenzie) furnished one of very few spring records. Two thousand Short-billed Dowitchers along Willapa Bay, WA, Apr. 15-16 (DPa) represented by far the largest concentration noted. Twenty-five Wilson's Phalaropes were at the Kirtland ponds, Medford, OR, May 10 (MM); 20 were in N. Portland May 22+ ( JJD, Ba et al.); and pairs were scattered during May from Bandon, where they were the first Coos record since 1978 (LT), to the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, BC (WW et al.). A count of 574 Red-necked Phalaropes was made off Westport May 7 (BT), and another 1500 were noted May 19 in Jane Passage near Klemtu north of Bella Bella, BC (SJ). No Red Phalaropes were seen on 3 trips out of Westport Apr. 22-May 7 (BT, TW).

JAEGERS TO PUFFINS -- A Pomarine Jaeger was noted Apr. 12 in Hecate Strait, BC (MH, PH), and another was near Westport Apr. 19 (George Gerdts). Nine others were seen offshore Westport Apr. 22-May 7 (TW) and coastal Oregon Apr 25 and May 31 (TT). An ad Franklin's Gull found at ocean Shores, WA, May 15-16 (Jeff Palmer, BT et al.) established only the 2nd spring record for w. Washington. Another Franklin's was seen May 26 at the Kirtland Rd. ponds, Medford, OR (Mike Robbins). One of the Little Gulls that wintered near Tacoma, WA, was last seen Mar. 20 (DL, Verda Teale). Another was sighted Apr. 11 at Manitou Beach, Bainbridge I., WA (IP) Nine Glaucous Gulls were reported, a typical number, with seven of these found on the Oregon coast. The first Caspian Tern of the season was early at Naselle, WA, Mar. 8 (AR, AM). Widespread arrival on the Oregon coast was in late March (HN et al.). Four Caspian Terns reached Roberts Bank, Delta, BC, Apr. 30 (WW), and 21 were at nearby Iona I. May 22 (Lynn Miller, BK). Sixty Com. Terns off Steveston, BC, May 7 (WW et al.) and 50 at Westport May 9 (EH, PM) provided the high counts. Two Arctic Terns had arrived at their beleaguered nesting outpost in Everett, WA, by Apr 27 (Ken Brunner). Nine Forster's Terns were sighted in w. Oregon this May. Three were at the Kirtland Rd. ponds in Medford May 16 (MM). Others were at Baskett Slough N.W.R. for the only Polk records in the last 7 years, the Forest Grove sewage ponds, Denman N.W.R., and Diamond L. in e. Douglas. Single 
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Black Terns were also at the Kirtland Rd. ponds, Baskett Slough N.W.R., and Sauvie I. May 14-24, and two were on the Snohomish, WA, sewage ponds May 21-26 (TS et al., Charlotte Albright). Three Ancient Murrelets were seen at sea off Westport May 7 (TW). The 22 Cassin's Auklets seen off Westport Apr. 23 and the 12 there May 7 represented a decrease from the last 2 years of high counts. Tufted Puffins returned early to their nesting colonies at Bandon, OR (B & ZSt), and Mandarte I., BC (ML). The 12 puffins on Colony Rock at Yaquina Head May 12 (Kathy Liska) furnished "the highest number there in years" (DFa). The Cape Meares, OR, site was apparently not used this year (HN).

PIGEONS TO WOODPECKERS -- First arrivals of Band-tailed Pigeons at several w. Oregon locales were Apr. 10 (BB, Wes & Florence Bell). Band-taileds winter regularly around Puget Sound, but the 330 gathered May 1 on the Stillwater Unit near Carnation, WA, were migrants (GA), as were the 250 on Sauvie I., OR, May 8-12 (HN). A Burrowing Owl along Modoc Rd. near Medford Mar. 22 (Loral & Evelyn Leavitt) and another at a burrow along Hwy 140 east of Medford Mar. 28 (HS) were intriguing as potential nesters. The Burrowing Owl seen Apr. 20 at the S.J.C.R. (HN) was surprising. Great Gray Owls were seen in early April at the n. end of Howard Prairie L., e. Jackson, OR ( June Babcock), and southwest of that lake toward Hyatt L. (Jerry & Karen Kearney). Very early Com. Nighthawks were noted May 15 at Bandon, OR (BG, LT et al.), and May 21 near Salem (RG). There were no reports from farther north. A Com. Poorwill was calling May 21 in Eden Valley, OR (Geoff Keller), for the first Coos record (fide LT). The first sighting of Black Swifts this spring was of a flock of 250 at Pt. Grey in Vancouver, BC, May 16 (MP, KY). Another 250 were over Pitt Meadows, BC, May 28 (WW), and 100 were over the Kent, WA, sewage ponds May 29 (IP). The first Vaux's Swifts were noted Apr. 15 at Myrtle Pt. (LT), Roseburg (DFi), and Corvallis (M & EE), OR; Apr. 29 in Vancouver, BC (MP, BK); and Apr. 30 at Carnation, WA (TS). Four Calliope Hummingbirds in the lowlands of w. Oregon and one near Nehalem, WA, May 15 (TW) were in areas where the species is considered a regular spring visitor. Male Calliopes were also seen near Tacoma, WA, Apr. 23-24 (R & PS) and at Duvall, King, WA, May 19-20 (GA). A Lewis' Woodpecker was present at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, at least from Mar. 12-Apr. 16 (SH, DFi, HN) for the only report this season of a now very scarce migrant in the Willamette Valley. Several Acorn Woodpeckers were noted at their n. outpost near McMinnville, southwest of Portland (Tom Love fide HN). Red-naped Sapsuckers, an eastside species occurring here as a migrant, were noted Mar. 19 at Carnation, WA (BSu); Apr. 18 in Vancouver, BC (†Carlo Giovanella et al.); Apr. 20- 27 on Waldron I., WA (Charles & Mildred Ludwig fide ML); May 6 at Pt. Grey, Vancouver, BC (†MP); and May 7 at Oxbow Park east of Gresham, OR (JE). A White-headed Woodpecker was located Apr. 9 & 20 on the Weir Prairie near Rainier, Thurston, for the first record for w. Washington (†RA et al., George Walter).

FLYCATCHERS TO THRASHERS -- Olive-sided Flycatchers and W. Wood-Pewees arrived distinctly late. First reports of Olive-sideds from all reporting areas were May 10-19; W. Wood-Pewee, May 10-17. Willow Flycatchers arrived in lowland Oregon May 8-15 and in the Oregon Cascades, Washington, and the Vancouver, BC, area, May 21-26. Hammond's Flycatchers were first noted in Eugene Apr. 16 (SH) and were throughout the Region by May 1. The first W. Flycatchers reported were in Puget Sound Apr. 9-15 (CE, ML), and by May 2 they were also throughout the Region. Dusky Flycatchers arrived at their Thorn Prairie breeding site near the Toketee Ranger Station Apr. 23 (DFi) and were noted in Portland and Ashland, OR, May 3-8 (JJ, B & ZSt). Three Duskies singing May 22 at Scoggins Valley Park near Forest Grove, OR, were unusual (DL). Gray Flycatchers, rare in the Region, were found Apr. 14 & 24 (probably separate birds) at the Santiam flats near Detroit, e. Marion, OR (†BB, †RG, Bill Tice). Others were seen at Toketee L. Apr. 29 (†DFi), on Upper Table Rock near Medford May 4 (Ray Ekstrom), and in the Applegate Valley west of Medford May 30 (John Keller) Say's Phoebes wandered W to near Seattle Mar. 11 (CEv) and American Camp on San Juan I., WA, Apr. 10 (MO). The Vermilion Flycatcher found in Redmond, WA, this winter was last seen Mar. 17 (Lorraine & Rick Halpin). Western Kingbirds overflew their usual nesting locales in c. Oregon, reaching the n. Oregon coast Apr. 19-28 (DI, PP, DFa, JA). Three were present on the Nehalem meadows May 4 (HN). At least 11 W. Kingbirds were found in w. Washington, from Apr. 30 at Vancouver L. (PB) and including four at Port Williams near Sequim May 16-19 (CR et al.), and one was north to Sea I. near Vancouver, BC, May 16 (MP, KY). Surveys of American Camp on San Juan I., WA, found that the vole population had crashed from a year ago, the Eur. Rabbit numbers had tripled, and the usual 10+ Eur. Skylarks were present (ML). The first Purple Martins were reported Apr. 10-11 from Toledo and Portland, OR (DFa, JJ, DI). The first N Rough-winged Swallow reports were Mar. 18 in Talent, OR (MM); Apr. 2-3 in Auburn and Seattle, WA (JG, DBe); and Apr 10-11 in Vancouver, BC (MP) and the San Juan Is. (ML). The first Cliff Swallows were noted in Oregon, Washington, and s.w. British Columbia Mar. 29-Apr. 3. Barn Swallows were along the Oregon coast Mar. 27-30 (Jeff Gilligan, SH, HN) and arrived in the San Juan Is. and Vancouver, BC, Apr 8 (ML, WW). A Rock Wren was present in a clearcut above Scoggins Valley Park west of Portland May 20 (JE). A Canyon Wren was seen well Apr. 23 at the foot of the Carbon Glacier on the n. side of Mt. Rainier for the 3rd w. Washington record (Ruth Taylor) Both Rock and Canyon wrens were resident at a quarry beside Emigrant L., Ashland, OR (MM). House Wrens arrived at their now relatively numerous breeding localities in the Region Apr 15 and later. Mountain Bluebirds wandered to Vashon I., WA, Apr. 7 (CE), American Camp on San Juan I. Apr. 10 (MO); and W. Dungeness, WA, Apr. 24 (SSm). Arrival of Swainson’s Thrushes in Oregon was Apr. 28-May 5 (BB, HN), then San Juan Is., May 8 (ML), and Burnaby, BC, May 10 (WW). A N. Mockingbird was at Ankeny N.W.R., OR, in February and again Apr. 28-May 9 (Maeve Loftin, m.ob.), and another was at North Bend, OR, Mar. 26 (LW et al.). Westward wandering Sage Thrashers were found Apr. 21 at the Santiam flats near Detroit, e. Marion, OR (†BB), and May 10 at the Ocean Shores, WA, jetty (ph. Jeff Skriletz).

VIREOS TO SPARROWS -- Solitary Vireos arrived on schedule in Washington Apr. 11-19 (ML, Murray Hansen). Warbling Vireos arrived in Oregon Apr. 25-May 1 and in Washington and s.w. British Columbia May 10-12. A Red-eyed Vireo on Sauvie I. May 10 was early (HN). Black-throated Gray Warblers were first reported from the Willamette Valley Apr 2 (M & EE), w. Washington Apr. 9-11 (CE, DR), the Oregon coast Apr. 15 (Ben Fawver, DFa), and Vancouver, BC, Apr. 16 (DSo). Migrant Townsend's Warblers were observed 15+ mi offshore Florence, OR, Apr. 13-20 (TT), and the first arrival in Vancouver, BC, was Apr. 21 (MP). Hermit Warblers returned later than usual, with first reports Apr. 28-May 3 in Oregon (DFi, DFa). The Blackburnian Warbler found last fall on the Nehalem meadows, OR, was last seen Mar. 9 (JE, HN). Palm Warblers, scarce in spring, were seen Mar. 2 at Yaquina Bay, OR (JE, HN), and Mar. 5-Apr. 2 at the Raymond, WA, airport (Bob Morse, PS). A Black-and-white Warbler was observed May 23 in Fraser River Park, Vancouver, BC (†Catherine Aitchison, DSo), for one of few spring records. 
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First arrival dates for MacGillivray's Warblers were later than usual, Apr. 20-May 9, at several Oregon locations Common Yellowthroats were noted Mar. 25 at both Ashland, OR (BrS), and Auburn, WA (JG). Local first arrivals were reported throughout he Region through Apr. 12. A male Wilson's Warbler near Finley N.W.R., Corvallis, OR, Apr. 3 was the earliest ever there (Anthony Floyd et al.). Elsewhere, arrival was Apr. 13 and later, and 75 were still in migration at the S.J.C.R May 18 (JE, HN). A W. Tanager at Reifel I., BC, Apr. 15 (JI) was very early. Arrivals in Oregon were on schedule Apr. 26-May 3; in Washington and s.w. British Columbia, May 7-13. Black-headed Grosbeak arrival was similar and only a few days later. An early bird was in Salem, OR, Apr. 23 (DPe). Arrivals in Oregon were May 1-5; in Washington and s.w. British Columbia, May 11-15. The first Lazuli Bunting was noted Apr. 15 in Roseburg, OR (DFi), and 35 were gathered at a feeder at the Toketee Ranger Station May 17 (DFi, Sue Gordy). A male Dickcissel in breeding plumage stayed Mar. 19-Apr. 18 at a feeder in North Bend, OR, for the 2nd state and Coos records (BG, †LW, m.ob.). Seven Green-tailed Towhees were singing May 17 at their breeding outpost at Thorn Prairie, e. Douglas (DFi, DI, PP). An Am. Tree Sparrow stayed at the Nehalem meadows until Mar. 9 (JE, HN), and another was on Reifel I. Mar. 12 (JI). A Vesper Sparrow at Green L. in Seattle Apr 3 (EH) was early and at an unusual (urban) location. A Sage Sparrow found Apr. 1 in Roseburg provided one of very few records for w. Oregon (†DFi) and was within the same early time span as the 3 w. Washington spring sightings. Several Savannah Sparrows and a Fox Sparrow were observed 15+ mi offshore Florence, OR, Apr. 14-20 (TT). Three Swamp Sparrows were still near Tillamook, OR, Mar. 6 (PP). Another found Mar. 6 on the Cardy Unit, Ridgefield N.W.R., furnished only the 20th record for Washington (excellent sketch). Late records were set by individuals near Corvallis Apr. 3 (DPe) and on the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, BC, Apr 29 (†GT). Nine White-throated Sparrows were reported in Oregon with one Apr. 17 on Sauvie I. the latest (JJ). A White-throated found on the Stillwater Unit near Carnation, WA, stayed to Apr. 25 (TH et al., PM). Birds believed to be hybrid Golden-crowned x White-crowned sparrows were closely studied at feeders in Bellingham Apr. 28-29 (†TW) and at the Toketee Ranger Station (†DFi). Arrival dates for the pugetensis race of the White-crowned Sparrow in Washington were Mar. 23 in Naselle (AR, AM), Mar. 25 in Federal Way (Thais Bock), and Mar. 27 at Vashon I. (CE) and Seattle (DBe). Only three Harris' Sparrows were found, which is well below average. Singles were at Nehalem meadows, OR, Mar. 9 (JE, HN); in Eagle point near Medford Mar. 25-26 (HS); and near Carnation, WA, Apr. 16 (TH).

LONGSPURS TO FINCHES -- The small wintering flock of longspurs and buntings at Ocean Shores, WA, provided the only report of these species (Mike Carmody). The McKay's Bunting reported in winter was last seen Apr. 1. A Snow Bunting lingered until Apr. 21, and a few Lapland Longspurs stayed until May 6 (G & WH). Even more Yellow-headed Blackbirds than usual were reported this season from about 20 locations. Most sightings were in May, none was on the outer coast, and the only report of more than eight birds was of 50 in N. Portland May 22 (JJ, DBa). An ad female Rusty Blackbird, possibly from the group that wintered on nearby Sauvie I., was seen Mar. 13-15 in Commonwealth Park, Beaverton, OR (JE, HN). A bird identified as a white-eyed female Brewer's Blackbird was seen in this same park through March (ph. HN). Several similar birds have been photographed or collected in the Northwest in recent years, and in each case bill length and size have been definitive. Northern Orioles arrived in the Willamette Valley on schedule Apr. 26-May 1 (PP, BB). Individuals were on the Oregon coast near Newport May 10 (DFa) and at Sea I. near Vancouver, BC, May 16 (MP, KY). An Orchard Oriole, providing the 3rd record for Oregon, stayed around a feeder at the Toketee Ranger Station May 8-10 (†DFi, ph. Jeff Moffett). A few Cassin's Finches were at feeders in Ashland and near Medford, OR, during March (Ray Skibby, Mike Uhtoff, HS), and several were in the Cascades of e. Douglas at the Toketee Ranger Station all spring (DFi). Flocks of Red Crossbills were noted in all reporting areas of the Region. Evening Grosbeaks were scarce, with only a few feeder concentrations mentioned.

INITIALED OBSERVERS (Subregional Editors in boldface) -- Kevin Aanerud, Gerry Adams, Jon Anderson, Robert Ashbaugh, David Bailey (DBa), Dave Beaudette (DBe), Barb Bellin, Patsy Benson, Carole Elder (CE), Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth, Joe Evanich, Charles Evans (CEv), Darrel Faxon (DFa), David Fix (DFi), John Gatchet, Roy Gerig, Barbara Griffin, Peter Hamel, Todd Hass, Margo Hearne, Steve Heinl, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Don Johnson, Jim Johnson, Stuart Johnston, Brian Kautesk, Doug Kragh, Mark Lewis, Donna Lusthoff, Marjorie Moore, Ann Musche, Harry Nehls, Mark Oberle, Ian Paulsen, Dennis Paulson (DPa), Don Pederson (DPe), Phil Pickering, Michael Price, Alan Richards, Carrie & Rick Rodlend, Howard Sands, Tom Schooley, Dory & Start Smith (D & SSm), Daphne Solecki (DSo), Bruce Stewart (BrS), Bill & Zanah Stotz (B & ZSt), Ruth & Patrick Sullivan, Bob Sundstrom (BSu), Terry Thompson, Glen Thomsen, Larry Thornburg, Bill Tweit, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Linda Welland, K. Youngs.


The Nesting Season 1988

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers  

June weather was erratic, at first cool and wet, then hot and dry, then with some rain near the end. July started cool, then turned hot and dry, with no rain after mid-month. Drought conditions reduced waterfowl nesting success in some places and probably were responsible for some nesting species seeking more northerly or higher localities. On the other hand low water benefited migrating shorebirds by exposing mud flats. An exception was at the Yakima River mouth, Richland, Washington, where water levels remained high.

ABBREVIATIONS -- C.G. = Campground; Hq. = Headquarters. Place names in italics are counties.   

LOONS TO IBISES -- A scattering of Com. Loons occurred in localities where they are not known to breed. Of special interest was a breeding-plumaged adult accompanied by an unidentified chick on the Columbia R. near White Bluffs north of Richland, WA, July 7 (WRR). The only positive breeding report was of a nest at Bull L. southeast of Fortine, MT (WW). Pied-billed Grebes were absent for the first time in many years’ observing at several lakes in the Fortine area, the drought supposedly the reason (WW). A pair of Red-necked Grebes with their nest and young were found on Indian L. southeast of Pilot Rock, OR, in July (DM, DPg). Nineteen Red-necked Grebes were counted on Upper Klamath L., OR, July 7 (RG, FI). Seven pairs of Eared Grebes were incubating on Royal Slough, Columbia N.W.R., Othello, WA, for the first documented nesting since 1963 (WRR). Western Grebes nested at Ochoco L., Crook, OR; four adults and 11 chicks were seen (CSt). Single Clark's Grebes were reported at Ninepipe N.W.R., Lake, MT (DT), and at Banks L., Coulee City, WA (EH). Of the 1500 Am. White Pelican nests at Malheur N.W.R., Harney, OR. 800 were abandoned after unknown persons trespassed on nesting islands. The other 700 nests fledged about 760 young (GI). Massacre Rocks S.P. on the Snake R. below American Falls Res. had 150 pelicans June 8 (DJo et al.). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, MT, had hundreds (many more than last year) of the species (JB). The sighting of up to 75 at the Walla Walla R. delta, Wallula, WA, raised speculation that they were nesting on Columbia R. islands (MD, MLD). Twelve Am. White Pelicans on Cougar Bay, Coeur d' Alene L., in n. Idaho June 10-11 were noteworthy (ph. PF, RY) as were five at McArthur Lake W.M.A., south of Bonners Ferry, ID (LDN). A Double-crested Cormorant was observed on the Kootenai R. near Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, ID, June 8 (LDN). Forty or more of the species were reported to have occurred on MacArthur L. (no dates given) (MB, fide LDN). A few appeared on the Snake R. near Bruneau and Hammett, ID, in June (DJo). Up to 28 were sighted at the Yakima R. mouth (REW et al.). Two pairs of Great Blue Herons nested at Saddle Mountain N.W.R. west of Othello for the first breeding record there (WRR). A new heronry of the species brought the Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. total to 3. Great Egrets showed an increase in the Springfield Bottoms area around American Falls Res. in s.e. Idaho with a high of seven June 29 (CHT). One appeared at Cloverdale, Deschutes, OR, July 30 (LR) as did one at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, WA (JW). One was west of Burleigh, ID, and two were at Banbury Hot Springs north-northwest of Buhl, ID, along with a Black-crowned Night-Heron June 9 (DJo). The hot springs had nine Snowy Egrets the next day (DJo). Up to five Black-crowneds were sighted at Lewiston, ID, the first week of June (WH, JM). A Green-backed Heron was seen at Mosier, OR, July 30 (DL). Over 1200 White-faced Ibises were counted July 1 along the mud flats at American Falls Res., and another 1000 were seen along the fiats south of the Snake R. in that vicinity. Dropping water levels provided much feeding area (CHT). No sightings of the species have been obtained since May in c. Washington (RF).

WATERFOWL -- It was another excellent year for Trumpeter Swans at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. and the Centennial Valley, MT. Up to 161 cygnets and 312 adults were counted there (JB). Four of five pairs of Trumpeters nesting at Malheur hatched 12 young, but only seven young were seen on an aerial count July 28. Canada Goose production at Kootenai N.W.R. was a little more than half of last year's due to increased nest predation (LDN). At Malheur the species reproduction was estimated at 1560 fledged. Although duck reproduction there was close to the 10-year average, most surface-feeding species, particularly Mallards and Cinnamon Teal, showed large increases, but success for most diving ducks dropped markedly. Canvasback reproduction was only 273 compared to the 10-year average of 661. Wood Duck numbers at Columbia N.W.R. increased, with peaks of about 25, but as a whole duck numbers were down there (WRR). Only 3 of 9 Wood Duck nesting attempts on Rock Island Pool near Wenatchee, WA, were successful, compared to 8 last year (RF). Two records of Wood Ducks and one of a Hooded Merganser at Malheur were noteworthy. The latter had died of avian botulism (GI). A female Wood Duck at Red Rock Lakes made a very rare appearance there (JB). The drought was believed to be the reason that Mallards reared 6 broods at 6400 ft elevation at Crystal L. in the Lewiston, MT. area (LM). A Blue-winged Teal at the Hood R. mouth, OR, June 4 was a rarity (DL). Fourteen broods of Com. Goldeneye were sighted in the Fortine vicinity, the most since 1978 (WW). A male Hooded Merganser at Richland July 23 supplied Woodley's first summer record there.
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HAWKS TO CRANES -- At least3 nesting pairs of Ospreys were found along the Salmon R. near Salmon, ID (HR), and one at the Yakima R. mouth June 23 and July 18 suggested breeding in that vicinity (REW). The species' numbers in n.c. Washington seem to be increasing (RF). Seventy-six young Ospreys were banded in the Coeur d' Alene L. and R. area (DJ). Of 3 Bald Eagle nests in the vicinity of Kootenai N.W.R., 2 were known to have fledged two young each (LDN). One nest in the Centennial Valley fledged one young (JB). A N. Goshawk nest in the Hayden L. area, ID, contained three young (JS). A phenomenal concentration of raptors near Rockland, ID, attracted by a vole population explosion, consisted mainly of Swainson's Hawks; up to 77 were counted July 28 (FR). Thirty Golden Eagle territories monitored each year on and adjacent to Malheur fledged 33 young, a record number, apparently in response to high jackrabbit populations (GI). Of 68 Golden Eagle nesting territories surveyed in Okanogan, WA, 32 were occupied, 16 of them producing 21 young, close to the long-term average (VM). A Gray Partridge was found near White River Canyon, Wasco, OR. The species is rare and declining in this county (DL, VT). A Wild Turkey was sighted at Joseph Creek Wildlife Refuge Area south of Asotin, WA (C.B., B.H.A.S.), and a female was observed near Hines, OR (EC). In s.e. Oregon, where they are rare, two Gray Partridges were sighted at Cottonwood Cr. near Fields (AM), and one was seen south of Burns (GI). Eleven Yellow Rails were counted in the Ft. Klamath, OR, area July 8 (TS). A Sora nest at Coeur d' Alene L. contained 13 eggs June 11 and seven young and 6 eggs June 24 (CS). Numerous Sandhill Cranes were noted in the Salmon area, where they still appear to be increasing (HR). Notable were two at Cascade Res., Valley, ID (RV), and two near Cape Horn, ID, in late June (JD, DJo, RV).

PLOVERS TO TERNS -- Two pairs of Snowy Plovers at Springfield Bottoms by American Falls Res. were strongly suspected of nesting (BJ, CHT). A pair of Semipalmated Plovers appeared at Stinking L., Malheur, the same place where the species nested in 1987 (GI). One bird was at Haystack Res. south of Madras, OR, July 17 (TC), and two were at Summer L., OR, July 14 (MA). Black-necked Stilts nested in large numbers at Columbia N.W.R. but had a poor production year (WRR). Bruneau Sand Dunes S.P. had seven June 14 (JD, DJo). Two appeared at Two Rivers S.P. near Pasco, WA, June 4 (MD), and the species appeared at Crooked Knee L. and Sheep L., n.w. Whitman, July 2 (DP, JP). Whether or not the 2 stilt nests at Reardan, WA, were successful was not determined. Up to 1288 Am. Avocets were counted at Springfield Bottoms in July (CHT). Large numbers nested at Columbia N.W.R. but with little success (WRR). Adult and chicken Am. Avocets were observed June 15 at Reardan for the first nesting record there (JA). A Willet was reported near Leadore, ID, June 29 (HR). An ad Upland Sandpiper accompanied by four chicks was observed in Round Valley south of Cascade, ID. The valley is threatened by a proposed dam that would flood nearly all the birds' habitat there (JMa). An in-depth study, under the direction of the Washington State Department of Wildlife at the species' nesting grounds along the Washington-Idaho border east of Spokane, found 2 territorial pairs plus a trio, which were believed to be nesting (LT). A scattering of shorebirds of many species was arriving from Canada in July. Three sightings of single Whimbrels were made in the vicinity of American Falls Res. in July (BJ, JTi). In Oregon one appeared at Hatfield L., Bend, July 13 (TC, CM), and another was at Upper Klamath L. July7 (FI, RG). An unusual gathering of 30 Long-billed Curlews occurred June 24 near Lowden, WA (LG, BR). An unprecedented eight Marbled Godwits stopped at Hatfield L. June 25 for the 3rd record for Deschutes, OR (TC). Another was at Upper Klamath L. July 7 (FI, RG). Four were sighted at Unity Res. north of Unity, OR, June 28 (CC, MC), and six were at the Yakima R. mouth July 11 (REW). Malheur L. had a total of 16 of the species July 19 (DPa). A Stilt Sandpiper essentially in breeding plumage was at Reardan on the unprecedented date of July 24--ordinarily, only juveniles occur there, and they arrive after Aug. 15 (JA). One was seen at Springfield Bottoms July 8 (CHT). A Short-billed Dowitcher appeared near Frenchtown, MT, July 23-24 (DH). A carefully examined Red Phalarope appeared at a pond north of Helena, MT, June 7-8 for the latilong's first and only the state's 6th (GO). Up to 13 Franklin's Gulls were sighted in the Lewiston, ID-Clarkston, WA, vicinity in June (WHe, LL, PP, LP, CV). One in breeding plumage was sighted at Wallula June 25 (MD), and Abert L., Lake, OR, had two June 30 (MA). Virtually no Franklin's were present at Red Rock Lakes, in contrast with hundreds last year; the gull nesting colony was completely absent there this year (JB). Two Bonaparte's Gulls appeared at Clarkston June 7 (LL, LS) and one at Sheep L. July 2 (DP, JP). Two winter plumaged birds were at Wallula June 25, and two appeared there July 17 (MD). One was present on Migraine L., Columbia N.W.R., during June and July (WRR), and two were at Wenatchee L., Chelan, WA, July 12 (WD). "Hundreds" of Caspian Terns were reported at Wallula July 17 for one of many reports (MD). Two flying over Yakima, WA, June 7 were very unusual (BB, DG). A few appeared in the Lewiston-Clarkston area (m.ob.) as did a Forster's Tern (LL, LS). Over 40 pairs of Black Terns were reported at Goose L. southeast of Omak, WA (LPo, VM). They may constitute the largest nesting concentration in n.c. Washington (RF).

CUCKOOS TO HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Singing Black-billed Cuckoo was observed at length at Davis L., Pend Oreille, WA, June 19 (JA, WH). Two of these birds were found at L. Helena July 9 for the 2nd report in the Helena area in 20 years (SMa). At least four Yellow-billed Cuckoos were found along the Snake R. above American Falls Res. June 12 (CHT), and one was reported in Rexburg, ID (fide CHT). One became a window casualty 7 mi east of Stevensville, MT, June 7 (JC, *U.M.). A Flammulated Owl was sighted in Bear Valley south of John Day, OR, June 19 (SM), and one, on Idaho's rare bird list, was sighted at Coeur d' Alene July 5 (GH). An ad and an imm Spotted Owl were found in the Easton, WA, area July 21 (DP, JP). Two Barred Owls were heard and one seen at Big Meadow L. west of Ione, WA, June 4 (DP, JP), and two were found along Upper Priest R. in n. Idaho July 16 (SHS). The species appears to be on the increase in this area. A nest of this species with two young was found south of Coeur d' Alene (ph. CS), and a pair with a fledgling was sighted July 24 along the Little Pend Oreille R., Pend Oreille, WA (BW). Great Gray Owls were located near Lolo Pass on the Idaho-Montana border, and four Boreal Owls fledged there (DH). An imm. N. Saw-whet Owl was reported at Malheur Hq. June 25 (CDL). A Com. Poorwill, rare in Jefferson, OR, was found near Camp Sherman north of Sisters July 26 (LR). Also unusual was one at Carmen Cr. north of Salmon, ID, July 22 (HR). The Snake R. from Asotin, WA, up to Buffalo Rapids yielded 50 Vaux's Swifts June 5 (LL, CV, B.H.A.S.). A female Black-chinned Hummingbird at Calamity Butte Lookout north-northeast of Burns, OR, July 17 made the first record there (MA), and up to two frequented a Dayville, OR, feeder in June and July (PS). Territorial male Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were again located at Quake L., Madison (or Gallatin?), MT (EHa). Probable Broad-taileds, a male and two females, frequented feeders all summer at Hayden L., ID (PH). Rufous Hummingbirds were observed during the entire period in Othello and at Columbia N.W.R, leading to suspicion of breeding (WRR).

WOODPECKERS TO PIPITS -- Sightings of Lewis' Woodpeckers in Chelan, Okanogan, and Yakima, WA, were encouraging. At least 15 active nests were found at Ft. Simcoe (BB).

Volume 42, Number 5  1319

Two birds thought to be ad male Yellow-bellied x Red-naped Sapsuckers were carefully identified at Fields Spring S.P., Asotin, WA, July 5 (BW). Williamson’s Sapsuckers were reported in the mountains of Chelan and Okanogan. White-headed Woodpeckers appear to be decreasing in the e. Cascade Mts., WA, as a result of more logging of old-growth ponderosa pines (AS, BB). A pair was feeding nestlings at Fields Spring S.P. (m.ob.). A Least Flycatcher was reported at Malheur Hq. June 4 (PPi). Two singing males were found 10 mi west of Oroville, WA, June 4-6 (WWe) and one at Patterson L. west of Winthrop, WA (DHu). Two pairs of Ash-throated Flycatchers nested in bluebird boxes in the Wenas Valley northwest of Yakima for that area's first breeding record. Both nests apparently fledged three young (ED, HV, VV). Another pair was at a nest box along Umtanum Rd. south of Ellensburg, WA (DP, JP, DG, AS). One was observed at Malheur Hq. June 11 (RH). Four pairs of Tree Swallows at Fortine raised 2nd broods, the first time, with one exception, that this has happened there since 1944 (WW). About 500 pairs of Bank Swallows fledged young at Saddle Mountain N.W.R. Unusual was a concentration of 200+ Cliff Swallows north of Lowden, WA, nowhere near a nesting site July 3 (SM). Two Scrub Jays were sighted at Tygh Valley, Wasco, WA, where they are rare (DL, VT). Two Boreal Chickadees visited a feeder at Hayden L., Kootenai, ID, July 24 & 26 (PH). Chestnut-backed Chickadees have been reported in the Coeur d ' Alene area in summer for the last 3 years (fide SHS). Some 15 Rock Wrens were entering holes in soft-cut banks northwest of Lowden in an area of wheat fields with no sign of rocky outcroppings (SM). Canyon Wrens were observed at Perma, MT, in late June (RL, DT). A Bewick's Wren appeared at P-Ranch, Malheur, June 27 (CDL), and one was singing at Rose Creek Preserve near Albion, WA (DP, JP). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen near Page Springs C.G., Frenchglen, OR, June 3 (PS). A pair of W. Bluebirds was presumably nesting near Calamity Butte Lookout (MA). A Varied Thrush was reported at Fields, OR, June 8, and a Gray Catbird was sighted at Malheur Hq. the same day (DB, JG). One of the latter species was found along the Yakima R. at Richland July 23 for Woodley's 2nd sighting there in 17 years. One appeared near Dayville, OR, June 1 (PS). A N. Mockingbird was observed near Mansfield, OR, June 2 (RF), and another appeared northeast of Wallowa, OR, June 21 (TS). One was sighted in the Cusick, WA, vicinity June 5 (DP, JP). Malheur Hq. had a Brown Thrasher June 7 (DB, JG). A carefully described Sprague's Pipit along Double-O Ranch Rd. at Malheur June4 was apparently Oregon's first (GL, BRo, TS).

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- Malheur had 2 Red-eyed Vireo sightings in June (fide GI, NB). Two were found at 5600 ft. elevation in the Snowy Mts. south of Lewiston June 4 (LKM). A Tennessee Warbler was heard singing at Fields (fide GI). At least seven N. Parulas were found in e. Oregon, all but one in Harney (TC et al.). One was identified west of Lolo, MT (AB, DH). Indian Ford C.G. near Sisters, OR, had a Chestnut-sided Warbler June 17 for the county's first record (BL, LLu), and one was at Benson Pond, Malheur, June 10 (AM). Malheur Hq. had a Magnolia Warbler June 7 (DB, JG) and a pair of Townsend's Warblers June 2 (PS). Two singing Black-throated Gray Warblers were sighted near Mission Ridge west of Wenatchee June 16 (JT). Hermit Warblers were found nesting on Simnasho Butte, Wasco, OR (DL), and one was singing on Bald Mt. southwest of Cliffdell, WA, June 1 (WC). Fields reported a Blackburnian Warbler June 7 (RS). A Blackpoll Warbler was noted at Malheur Hq. June 7 (DB, JG) and a Black-and-white Warbler at Andrews, OR, June 4 (DB, JG). A singing male of the latter species was viewed near Cusick, WA, June 25 (DG, AS), and one was at Fields Springs S.P. June 5 (KB, RSm). Single Am. Redstarts appeared at Malheur, Fields, and Hart L., Lake, OR. An Ovenbird was observed at Fields (JG), and two were singing at Benson Pond June 5 (PPi). Palouse Falls S.P., Franklin, WA, had one June 11 (WH). Two N. Waterthrushes were sighted at Crescent Creek C.G., Klamath, OR (AC).

GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES -- A singing Rose-breasted Grosbeak was at Vantage, WA, June 24 (PM). One was observed at Malheur Hq. June 4 (PPi et al.), and the male Indigo Bunting there in the spring was last seen June 3 (GI). A Clay-colored Sparrow was singing near State Line, ID, June 18 (JA). A Black-throated Sparrow was singing on the escarpment above Greaser Res. in Warner Valley, Lake, OR, July 1 (MA). Two to three of the species, one singing, were again found near Wanapum S.P., Vantage, WA (JA, DP, JP, m.ob.), and a singing male was located in the Horse Lake Rd. area west of Wenatchee June 11 (JT). Lark Buntings were singing on territory at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (JB). They also appeared at Sheridan, MT, and along Skalkaho Rd., Granite, MT (DS), west of their normal range. The species was increasing in the desert around Arco, ID (TR); and a flock of 10-15 appeared to be nesting in the Lemhi River Valley in s.e. Idaho (HR). A major movement of Lark Buntings occurred in the Helena area, where they remained well into July (GHo). At least six to eight Grasshopper Sparrows were singing on territory at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (JB). Three Bobolinks at Mt. Vernon, OR, in mid-July made a rare sighting (PS), and one at Baker, ID, June 14 was noteworthy (HR). The colony of Bobolink southwest of Toppenish, WA, appeared to be doing well with 15-20 displaying males seen (BB). Several Com. Grackles were seen in their nesting area at Soda Springs, ID (CHT). Possible Purple Finches were reported in the Hayden L. and Thompson L. vicinities and on Joseph Plain west of Whitebird, ID. The Cusick area provided sightings in several fields (DP, JP). Several Lesser Goldfinches were sighted at Pocatello (CHT et al.), and a family group with five begging young was along Mink Cr. north of Cherry Springs, ID, for apparently the state's first breeding record (CW, DS, CHT).

CORRIGENDUM -- Of the Boreal Owls reported in AB 42 107, only eight were found in Oregon; the other nine were in Columbia, WA.
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The Nesting Season 1988

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.

Temperature and rainfall at the Seattle and Portland weather stations this season were just tiny fractions above the long-term averages. However, two-thirds of that rain fell during June 1-10 and marked an end to the wet spring. The rest of the season was very dry and very warm. The report from southern Vancouver Island was again unavailable. However, Stuart Johnston camped and birded four weeks in the Queen Charlotte Islands and the northwestern tip of Vancouver Island. His extensive report provided much new distributional information. 

ABBREVIATIONS--Q.C.Is. = Queen Charlotte Is., BC; S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R., OR; V.I. = Vancouver I., BC. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS TO HERONS -- Common Loons nested in w. Washington this year! The sites were on Chester Morse L., in the restricted King Co. watershed (fide Harold Laws) and Hozomeen L., e. of Ross L., Whatcom (D. Drummond, J. Bjorklund). Also, a yodeling bird was heard June 11 on Rattlesnake L., King (RT), and a winter-plumaged bird was seen June 11 on Swift Res., Lewis, WA (D. Anderson, DL). The usual few were seen during June on bays and inlets throughout the Region, and 15 were back to Griffin Bay, San Juan I., July 8 (ML). A pair of Red-throated Loons was acting as if territorial June 25 at Cluxewe Wildlife Area, Port McNeill, V.I. (SJ). Another pair was heard July 7 at nearby Alert Bay (SJ). A flock of 70 Pacific Loons at the S.J.C.R. July 9 and later (JJ) was unusual. Another thirty off Whidbey I., WA, July 30 (FB) were also early. The Yellow-billed Loon found in May on Timothy L., south of Mt. Hood, OR, stayed through June 4 (†DL). A Clark's Grebe found on that same Timothy L. June 14 (Phil Pickering, fide HN) was anomalous. A few breeding plumaged Red-necked Grebes were seen June 24-July 6 at Port Hardy, Port McNeill, and Malcolm I., on or near northwestern V.I. (SJ), but no further breeding evidence was obtained. A Red-necked Grebe in breeding plumage July 23 at the S.J.C.R. (JJ, Bob O'Brien), and single Horned Grebes July 24 at Penn Cove, Whidbey I., WA (RT) and July 30 at Beach Grove, Delta, BC (DT), were each very early. About 500 W. Grebes were on Bellingham Bay, WA, June 5 and 300+ were still there June 13, but none stayed through July (TW). Another 70 were at Stanley Park, Vancouver, BC, June 12 (WW) and 200+ were at Seaside, OR, July 23 (DL, J. Biewener) for larger than usual numbers present this season. Pelagic trips off Westport, WA, found 193 Black-footed Albatrosses July 23 and 149 Pink-footed Shearwaters July 5, for higher than usual counts (TW). However, only three N. Fulmars seen on each trip were many fewer than usual. A thorough survey found no Double-crested Cormorants nesting in the San Juan Is., WA (ML). There had been 372 nests at 3 locations there in 1983, followed by either complete nest failure or no attempts in 1985-1987 (ML). Perhaps they were just moving north, as the nearby colony on Mandarte BC, has been growing steadily with about 1000 birds and 300 nests this season (ML). There were, however, 158 nests of Pelagic Cormorants at 9 locations in the San Juans, with another 400 on Mandarte I. (ML). This species prefers the steep, less-accessible sides of cliffs and rocks. A few Great Egrets were reported, as usual, but no breeding activity was noted. None returned to the large Great Blue Heron rookery on Samish I., WA, where several spent the season last year (V. Clark). Several ad Black-crowned Night-Herons frequented the Astoria sewage ponds through the season (MPa), and two adults were seen in Seattle July 4 (RT), but no nesting was observed. 
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GEESE TO CRANES -- A few Brant occasionally summer along the outer coast, but 22 at Alsea Bay, OR, June 8 (RL), 19 near Port McNeill, V.I., June 24-26, including a color-banded bird (SJ), and 40 at Bandon, OR, July 9 (VT) were large numbers. Eight male Blue-winged Teal were at the Snohomish, WA, sewage ponds June 5 (DP), 40 were at Iona I., near Vancouver, BC, June 16 (GT), and five males and three females were north to the Hiellen R. mouth, near Masset, Q.C.Is., June 13 (SJ). Broods of Cinnamon Teal were noted in Auburn, WA (Thais Bock), and north to Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver, BC (WW) A pair of N. Shovelers at Delkatla Wildlife Sanctuary, Masset, Q.C.Is., June 13 (SJ), and a pair of Canvasback at the Sunshine Valley ponds e. of Hope, BC, June 6 (WW), were both west of the usual breeding ranges of these ducks. A male Eur. Wigeon seen June 8 on Reifel I., BC, was late (JI). A brood of Am. Wigeon and one of Redhead seen July 17 at the Kent ponds, King, WA (EH), were among very few such records. Six males and four female Redheads and a male Canvasback were west to Delkatla, Q.C.Is., June 13-18 (SJ). Two broods of Ring-necked Ducks, rare nesters in Washington, were found May 30-June 1 on Ft. Lewis, Pierce (GW). Several groups of Greater Scaup lingered, with 50 at English Bay, Vancouver, BC (WW), 25 at Delkatla, Q.C.Is., (SJ) and eight more at Dungeness, WA (Dory Smith), all June 12-18. The return of Surf and White-winged scoters was widely noted in Washington and Oregon June 26-July 10. A pair of Com Goldeneyes with one young were seen July 18 on Chenamus L., in the Indian Heaven Wilderness, Skamania, WA (WC), for one of few nesting records for the state. Six female Com Goldeneyes were noted June 10-20 on Graham and Moresby islands, Q.C.Is., (SJ), where they have not yet been found breeding. A few female Buffleheads were scattered south to the Warrenton, OR, ponds (MPa), but no nesting activity was noted. Numerous broods of Com. Merganser were found in the Q.C.Is., and the north end of V.I. (SJ). A nest of Black-shouldered Kites was finally found in Washington (Dave Batchelder). It held three young and was near the Raymond airport, where a small group of kites appears to be resident. A single kite was north to the Kent, WA, ponds July 2-3 (Bob Chadwick, Hal Fray, Bill Odekirk) for the first King record. Northern Harrier nests were located on Lopez I., WA (RW, Bob Myhr) and near Steigerwald L., Clark, WA (WC) An imm. Sharp-shinned Hawk seen July 24 near Fish L., Jackson, OR (HS) furnished the only report. Eleven Cooper's Hawk sightings were spread from Ashland, OR, north to Duncan, V.I., and Reifel I., BC, with no nests reported. Merlins were found "surprisingly often"; June 29-July 11 at Malcolm I. off n. V.I., and at the mouths of the Nimpkish, Kokish, Salmon, and Campbell rivers on V.I. (SJ). They were often seen carrying small sandpipers inland. Single Merlins were seen nearby at Iona I. on July 10 (MPr), and Boundary Bay, BC July 12 (Xavier Lambin). Single Merlins seen in Seattle June 30 (RT) and in Edmonds July 9 (Todd Hass) were far from known breeding sites. Several Peregrine Falcon nests in Washington successfully fledged young, continuing the dramatic recovery of this species. The recent dry summers are believed to be the reason for N. Bobwhites becoming "increasingly common" on Ft. Lewis and adjacent Pierce, WA (GW). A pair of Sandhill Cranes nested after May 10 on the Butte Falls R.D. of the Rogue River NF in S. Oregon (OS, Ed Abbott). This is just west of the small breeding population in e. Oregon. Three pairs of cranes were also noted in the Q.C.Is. June 11-15 (SJ). 

SHOREBIRDS – Snowy Plovers nested successfully again at their northern outpost at Ocean Shores (GG). This area has recently been posted off-limits to ORV traffic. Many pairs of Semipalmated Plovers were observed June 11-17 on Graham I, and about 7 pairs, including one with a chick, June 19-20 on Moresby I., both in the Q.C.Is. This marks the species' southernmost regular nesting location (SJ). Four Semipalmated Plovers at Tillamook June 25 (HN), three on Boundary Bay, BC, June 26 (BK, LM), and eight on Leadbetter Pt., WA, June 27 (RT) may have been summering birds. Definite migratory influxes were noted on the outer coast July 15-19 (G & WH, MPa). A Killdeer nest seen near Masset apparently established the first breeding record for the Q.C.Is., and other Killdeer were noted there at Cape Fife, Rose Spit, and Sandspit airport (SJ). A pair of Black-necked Stilts found June 1 on the Nisqually N.W.R., WA (E. & T. Norwood) stayed the entire season, but no further evidence was obtained for a potential first nesting record for w. Washington. The Am. Avocets found in May on the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, BC, were discovered June 9 to have 2 nests with 4 eggs each (WW, Doug Wilson) for the first Vancouver area breeding record. Young hatched in both nests but none was fledged, probably owing to raccoon predation (fide DK). Sightings of one or two Greater Yellowlegs were made June 16-28 at Iona I., BC (BK, LM), Baskett Slough N.W.R. (Barb Bellin), and coastal Oregon (HN). The first flocks were of 18 at the Serpentine Fen June 28 (H & JM), four at Agate L, Jackson, OR, June 29 (OS), and 15 at Reifel I., BC, July 1 and later (JI). The first juveniles noted were at the S.J.C.R. July 23 (JJ). The only Solitary Sandpiper reported was at the Warrenton, OR, ponds July 19-24 (MPa). A Willet was flushed July 6 from the Nimpkish R. mouth, northwest V.I. (†SJ), well west of the usual migratory path. The same day a flock of 18 was first noted back to Seal Rock, OR (ME, D. MacManiman). Two Wandering Tattlers lingered in Tillamook, OR, until June 8 (RL, JA). The first returning birds were noted July 16 at the S.J.C.R. (JJ). Groups of 20+ Whimbrels stayed through June at Bandon, OR (LT, HN), and at Ocean Shores, WA (G & WH, BM). About 600 had returned to Ocean Shores by July 13 (GG). Single Marbled Godwits were noted June 14-16 in Surrey, BC (RB, H & JM) and June 17 at Ocean Shores (G & WH). Six had returned to the "wintering" sites at Tokeland, WA, by July 9 (Murray Hansen, G & WH). A Black Turnstone was seen June 1-3 in a flooded, plowed field at the Serpentine Fen (†H & JM) for the first June record for the Vancouver, BC, area) Six in alternate plumage, though presumably migrants, were noted June 19-20 at Sandspit, Moresby I., Q.C.Is. (SJ). Arrival farther south was June 26 on Smith I., w. of Whidbey I., WA (R. McCloskey) and July 8 at Bandon, OR (LT). The first Surfbirds were noted July 7 on San Juan I., WA (ML), and July 16 at Seal Rocks, OR (P. Reed, fide DF). A subad Red Knot seen July 4-5 on False Bay, San Juan I, WA (Greg Ruiz, Frank Pitelka, Herb Wilson, ML) furnished a first county record. About 25 Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported, away from the extensive Iona I. ponds. A very early one at Tillamook Bay, OR, July 2 (JJ) was the first of about 14 Oregon sightings. Four were on far northwest V.I. July 4-11 (†SJ). At Iona I., one appeared June 25, numbers increased to 20-25 during July 1-4, and 85 were present July 5 (MPr). Arrival of W. Sandpipers was marked by 150 at Iona I. June 25 (MPr) and eight at the Kirtland Road ponds, Medford, OR, the same day (OS). About 650 were at Crockett L., Whidbey I., WA, June 27 (FB) and 1000 were at Tillamook, OR, July 2 (JJ, JGi) Numbers at Iona I. increased to 5000-10,000 June 29-July 2 (MPr et al.). The high counts were of 35,000 on Boundary Bay, BC, July 10-11 (BK, H & JM et al.), 2000 at Ocean Shores July 13-15 (GG, G & WH), and 1000 at Warrenton and the S.J.C.R July 13-18 (HN, MPa). With these flocks were a breeding plumaged Rufous-necked Stint at Iona I. June 26-July 5 (†MPr, †BK, †WW, m.ob.) for about the 5th record there, and a breeding-plumaged Little Stint on nearby Boundary Bay July 10 (†BK; †Frank Walker, LM et al.) for only the 2nd accepted Vancouver area record. Least Sandpipers show a different migratory pattern, with high counts of 1500 at Tillamook, OR, July 2 (JJ, JGi), 1000 at the S.J.C.R. July 6 (HN), 200 at Ocean Shores July 13 (GG), and only 12 at Iona I. July 1 (MPr). Least Sandpipers also nest in the Region. Several were displaying at Delkatla near Masset, 
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Graham I, Q.C.Is., June 18 (SJ). Single Baird's Sandpipers June 20 were at Sandspit, Q.C.Is. (SJ), June 25 at the Cluxewe R. mouth, Port McNeill, V.I. (SJ), and June 28 at Iona I. (RP) were early. Single Stilt Sandpipers in non-breeding plumage were noted at Warrenton, OR, July 4-5 (MPa, HN) and Bandon, OR, July 9 (VT). Other ad Stilts were at Warrenton July 13-23 (HN, †DL, m.ob.), Auburn, WA, July 30 (JGa, FB), and Nehalem, OR, July 31 (†DL, JJ, JGi). About 1500 Short-billed Dowitchers at Ocean Shores July 13 (GG) made the high count. Groups of four to six Wilson's Phalaropes were noted during June at Iona I. (GT et al.), Swifts Bay pond on Lopez I., WA (RW), N. Portland (JJ, HN), and the Kirtland Road ponds in Medford, OR (OS), but as usual no nesting evidence was obtained. 

SKUAS TO PUFFINS -- A S. Polar Skua seen July 5 well offshore Westport, WA (TW), was early, and six there July 23 were more than normal for the season. The first juv. Franklin's Gulls arrived July 17 at the S.J.C.R. (L. Weiland, P. Muller) and July 23 at Sauvie I. (JJ, JGi) and represented fewer than usual records. Thirty-six Bonaparte's Gulls lingered at the Medford ponds until June 3 (OS, HN), 200 were at Iona I., BC, until June 9 (MPr), and about that number stayed all summer at Bandon, OR (LT), and San Juan I., WA (ML). Migratory influxes of several hundred were noted July 10-17 at Sayward, V.I. (SJ), Kent, WA (EH), and Waldport, OR (L. Landis, fide DF). Movement of up to several hundred Heermann's Gulls was observed July 5 off San Juan I. (ML), and July 20-25 at Ilwaco, WA (Rich Hoyer, Jr.) and Newport, OR (DF). Returning Ring-billed Gulls were first noted July 7 at both San Juan I., WA (ML), and the Nimpkish R. mouth, V.I. (SJ). Five California Gulls seen June 16 at Rose Spit, Graham I., Q.C.Is., were apparently summering, as were the 100+ at several locations near Port Hardy, V.I., June 23-29 (both SJ). Widespread arrival in the Region was in mid-July. Eleven hundred Glaucous-winged Gull nests were counted in the San Juan Is. (ML). This is about the same number as last year. Another 1000 were on nearby Mandarte I., BC (fide ML). About 80 subad Black-legged Kittiwakes were present June 16 at the tip of Rose Spit, n.e. Graham I., Q.C.Is. (SJ). The nearest colony is apparently near Sitka, AK, about 250 mi to the north. The numerous Caspian Terns in the Region appear to have established a new nesting colony, on Miller I. in the Lewis and Clark N.W.R. just upriver from Astoria, OR (HN, MPa). Two Caspians were north to Rose Spit, Graham I., Q.C.Is., June 16 (SJ), where a few had been seen last year as well (Mary Morris). Sixty-seven at Brunswick Pt., Delta, June 11 (MPr) made the high count for s.w. British Columbia. Surely there is an acceptable tern island somewhere in the Fraser R. delta. A Com. Tern was at Iona I., BC, June 25 (MPr), an unusual date. One Forster Tern at the Serpentine Fen, BC, June 15 (†JM), furnished the first June record, and only the l0th overall record for the Vancouver area. At least 3 pairs of Arctic Terns nested on the future Navy Home Port site in Everett, WA (JC, m.ob.), and 2 pairs were feeding young fledglings there June 23 (Mike Mallea). However, the entire area was opened to July 4th parking, and there were no subsequent sightings. JC has organized a team to clear nest sites on nearby Jetty I. and entice the birds back there (see AB 33:144-145, 1979) next May with decoys and tape-recordings. The nest of a radio-tagged Marbled Murrelet was found in mid-June about 12 mi up the Umpqua R., Douglas, OR (Kim Nelson, fide EC). The Wash. Dept. of Wildlife fielded a survey team of observers who listened before dawn for murrelet flight calls near tall timber (Barry Troutman, EC). Numerous sightings included several around Lake Twenty two on Pilchuck Mt., about 22 mi e. of Everett, Snohomish (F. Sharpe, N. Talayco). Two "hatching-year" Ancient Murrelets were noted July 5 offshore Westport (TW), and seven Ancients were seen July 12 from shore at Boiler Bay, OR (S. Malone, fide HN). Presumably these birds were nesting in the Region, but where? Two or more pairs of Tufted Puffins finally began nesting activity in mid-June at the Cape Meares, OR, colony (HN). A Horned Puffin was found again June 15 on Hunter's I., Curry, OR, where one was also seen in 1983 and 1987 (RL, JA, fide ME). 

DOVES TO THRASHERS -- Mourning Doves are "becoming increasingly common" in the open prairies around Ft Lewis, WA (GW). Barred Owls were found in numerous locations in w. Washington this season (TW). Barreds have replaced Spotted Owls on Long I., Willapa N.W.R., WA (J. Atkinson) and appeared to be doing the same along Ross L., Whatcom (Bob Kuntz). The pair at Discovery Park in Seattle fledged two young in June (DB, RT). A pair of N. Saw-whet Owls fledged three young near Winslow, Bainbridge I., Kitsap, WA (Ian Paulsen). Comments about Com. Nighthawks in w. Washington ranged from "none" to "fairly common" with no detectable pattern. However, SJ camped along northern V.I. June 24-July 13 and heard only four. Six Black Swifts were present at their outpost at Salt Creek Falls, east of Oakridge, OR (fide ME) A Lewis' Woodpecker found July 15 near Mingus Park, Coos, OR (Ben Fawver), was unusual there. Nests of Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found June 8 along the Skeena R. n e of Terrace, BC, and June 11 & 14 on Graham I., Q.C.Is. (SJ). A pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers was seen July 2 at the now regular location along Howe Sound Trail, W. Vancouver, BC (T. Plath, L. Koch). The Dusky Flycatcher found in May on a clearcut near Scoggins Valley Park, Washington, OR, was still present June 9, and another was located on a clearcut near Scappoose, OR, June 12 (both JE, fide HN). A Least Flycatcher was found June 19-July 1 at Pitt Meadows, BC (†'Carlo Giovanella, H & JM) for about the 6th record for the Vancouver area. A pair of W Kingbirds was acting as if territorial when seen June 6 and July 14 on an Impact Zone at Ft. Lewis, WA, but no nest or young were located (GW). A family group of six Purple Martins seen July 11 on marina pilings on Tyee Spit, Campbell River, V.I. (SJ) represented a slight northward range extension. This species "did well in martin and wood-duck boxes this year" on Ft. Lewis, WA (GW), and two to 15 pairs were reported from 7 other sites. A Rock Wren stayed May 21-June 6 at Mt. Tuam Lookout, Saltspring I., off southern V.I. (VO et al.). Other Rock Wrens were noted in June on Goat I., in Skagit Bay, WA (J. Wiggers, fide TW), s.e. of Greenwater, in Pierce, WA (J. TerLouw), and on the n. slope of Mt. St. Helens (RT). A Bewick's Wren was singing July 12 in Campbell River, V.I., at the n.w. limit of its range (SJ). Continuing their expansion in w. Washington, House Wrens were on territory in Bellingham June 12 (TW) and a pair nested successfully in Discovery Park, Seattle (†DB) Two male Ruby-crowned Kinglets were noted July 9 on Howe Sound Trail, W. Vancouver (DT), for only the 2nd breeding season record for the Vancouver, BC, area; No Ruby-crowneds were found in the Q.C.Is. June 11-21 (SJ). A dozen W. Bluebirds were observed June 6 nesting on the Mt. Tuam Lookout, Saltspring I., off southern V.I. (VO) GW banded 600 of the 694 W. Bluebird fledglings this year from the 215 pairs on Ft. Lewis, WA. A record 270 fledglings were banded on the Corvallis, OR, trail despite large losses during the wet May (M & EE). Single N. Mockingbirds appeared June 12-14 at Vernonia (JE) and Portland (D. Baccus, A. Miller), OR, and Sedro Woolley (TW) and the Nisqually N.W.R (†C. Bowers), WA. Another was seen July 21 on Reifel I., BC (K. Wiebe). A vagrant Sage Thrasher was noted June 2 on Tatoosh I., off the n.w. tip of Clallam (Tim Wootten, ph., Bob Paine) for the 7th record for w. Washington. 

WARBLERS TO FINCHES -- A singing male Chestnut-sided Warbler was seen July 2, and possibly heard July 8, along Rough Bay on Malcolm I., off the n. side of V.I. (SJ). A singing male Palm Warbler was found June 17 near Naches Pass, in King, WA (†DB) for only the 2nd June record for the state. Three 
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Ovenbirds were found this season. Each was heard and not seen! One was along the Semiahmoo Trail, Surrey, BC, June 12 (†H & JM), another was along Salt Creek off Hwy 140 e. of Eagle Point, Jackson, OR, June 18 (JJ, JGi), and the other was along Bay Ocean Spit at Tillamook, OR, July 18 (DL). A Northern Waterthrush seen June 3 in Jericho Park furnished the first summer record for the Vancouver, BC, area (†AS). An ad male Rose-breasted Grosbeak found July 8 near Port Orford (C. Miller) furnished the 5th record for w. Oregon. A singing male Black-headed Grosbeak observed June 23 at Port Hardy, V.I., and singing Rufous-sided Towhees at Port Hardy and Sayward, V.I., and on nearby Malcolm I., June 23-July 11, were all farther northwest than the known range there (SJ). A pair of Lazuli Buntings was observed mating June 23 in N. Vancouver, BC (H & JM), where the species is rare. Nesting was more widespread than usual in the s. Puget Sound area (JGa, GW) and numerous wandering males were reported in w. Washington. A female Indigo Bunting was noted June 5 at the Toketee R.S., e. Douglas, OR (D. Fix, fide HN). A Savannah Sparrow was singing June 15 on Rose Spit, Graham I., Q.C.Is. (SJ) where their breeding status is not clear. A few Grasshopper Sparrows returned in late May to their nesting outpost near Medford, OR (HS). A Fox Sparrow was on territory in Cypress P.P., W. Vancouver, June 11-30 (S. Cannings, †R. Cannings) for the first summer record for the Vancouver area. Presumably it was of the Cascades subspecies olivacea. A singing Fox Sparrow at Pt. Grenville, WA (BM, R. Egbert), marked the s. limit of the outer coastal form fuliginosa. Several Lincoln's Sparrows were found in appropriate wet, boggy habitats on Graham I., Q.C.Is., June 11-18 (SJ) and at Manning P.P. June 3-6 (WW). Nesting White-crowned Sparrows, all with the pale lores of the race pugetensis, were slightly n.w. of their known range to several sites between Nimpkish L. and Sayward, V.I. July 9-10 (SJ). About 100 Tricolored Blackbirds were present in Medford, OR, in early June (HS). Small nesting colonies of Yellow-headed Blackbirds were noted at 5 locations in the Vancouver, BC, area (AS, MPr, H & JM et al.), near Ferndale, Whatcom, WA (C. Bens), and at Forest Grove (JE) and Finley N.W.R. (Al McGie), OR. The colony at Ridgefield N.W.R., WA, has grown to "substantial size" (M. Hills). The nearby colony in N. Portland dried up and was abandoned by early June (JJ, HN). Wandering Yellow-headed Blackbirds were widely reported elsewhere as usual. Brown-headed Cowbirds were absent this year from the Magnolia Bluff area of Seattle (G. Eddy) and Mt. Pleasant, near Washougal, Clark, WA (WC), where they have been regular in past years. A pair of Pine Grosbeaks was noted July 8 near Bald Mt., w. of Mt. Hood, OR (Bill Shelmerdine) where they are very scarce. Several ad House Finches and begging juveniles were noted July 6-11 in Port McNeill and Sayward, V.I. (SJ), slightly west of their previously known range. Red Crossbills were reported as numerous this season in the Q.C.Is. and on northwest V.I. (SJ), in the Vancouver, BC area (AS, WW), in lowland w. Washington (TW, DP, T. Hahn), and coastal and s. Oregon (DF, R. Skibby). Single White-winged Crossbills were noted June 6 in Jericho Park (AS) and June 23 in Mt. Seymour P.P. (H & JM), Vancouver, BC. 
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