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Autumn Migration, 1986

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – INTERMOUNTAIN REGION  
/Thomas H. Rogers

Autumn in the Region continued the “on again off again” weather pattern of the summer. August was, almost without exception, unusually hot and dry. Most of the reporting localities had less than 0.25 inches of rain, some of them had none at all. September turned cool and wet after the first week. October temperatures were about normal but precipitation was again low, with the majority of localities receiving less than 0.5 inches, resulting in a very pleasant month. November conditions were about normal except for an unseasonable cold snap the second week, temporarily freezing some waters. Relatively little snow fell and it was mostly gone at the end of the period. The erratic weather did not appear to change the migration pattern, except as noted in the species accounts. Winter berry supply appeared sparse, at least in the Libby and Missoula, Montana, areas and at Spokane, Washington. Buteo numbers were impressive in some areas and the shorebird migration showed high numbers and diversity. A scarcity of "northern" finches seemed evident, although Evening Grosbeaks showed good numbers in a few localities.  
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LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- A Red-throated Loon on Pend Oreille L., at Sunnyside, Ida. Nov. 2 was the latilong's first; nearby was a Pacific Loon, vagrant in that latilong (PRS). A Yellow-billed Loon was photographed in the Pack R. Flats near Sunnyside Nov. 15 for the latilong's first fall record and its 2nd ever (PRS). Single Pacific Loons were sighted on Clear L., up the Tieton R., w. of Yakima, Wash., Oct. 26 (AS, SS); at the Yakima R. mouth, Richland, Wash., Nov. 16 (REW); and at Hat Rock S.P., e. of Umatilla, Ore. (TG, REW). In Idaho, four appeared at Massacre Rocks S.P., Power Co., Nov. 7, at least three were near Springfield (CHT), and another was sighted on American Falls Res., Nov. 13 (BJa). At least 30 Red-necked Grebes frequented Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida., Oct. 4 (JFG), and a vagrant was on the Snake R. at Clarkston Wash., Oct. 18 (IP, JP).Two sightings of this species were made at Richland, where it is very uncommon (TG, REW). Some 1500-2000 Eared Grebes spent September-November on Soap L., Grant Co., Wash. (RF). Moses Lake, Wash., had about 80 grebes identified as Clark's through October (RF), and the species was noted at Wallula, Wash., Oct.  4

118 American Birds, Spring 1987

[image: ]
From an earlier season: Yellow-billed Loon on Pend Oreille Lake, Idaho, March 1986. Photo/Paul Sieracki

(DH, JJ, SM). Clark's were sighted at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., Sept. 13 (TC), and one was with W. Grebes at Hood River, Ore., Oct. 12 (DAA, DL, VT). Sightings of Am. White Pelicans were sparse. Eastern Washington reported a few; the largest numbers were 20 on the North Potholes, Grant Co., and 18 on the Columbia near Brewster. A stray Double-crested Cormorant showed up at Messiter, n. of Blue River, B.C., Oct. 26 (CR). Great Egrets numbered 50+ in the North Potholes Oct. 9 (RP, JT). Nesting pairs numbered 10 to 12 there this year (RF). A flock of 54 Snowy Egrets on the Snake R. below Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida., indicated good nesting success in that area (CHT). A Snowy Egret along the Coeur d' Alene R., Kootenai Co., was n. Idaho's first (JN). Cattle Egret sightings continued to increase, with birds in the Shuswap and Vernon, B.C., areas (PR, SR); at Clarkston (MK et al.), near Mazama (WM, BS), Rock Island (BJ, CV), Richland (REW), and Walla Walla, Wash. (CS, JJ, SM), and near Umapine, Ore. (DH, JJ, SM). A disabled one picked up near Eureka, Mont., made a latilong first (*Montana State Univ.--WW). A flock of 60 was near Springfield, Ida., Aug. 11; they nested at the e. end of American Falls Res. and have been increasing slowly for several years in that area (CHT). Single Green-backed Herons appeared at L. Wenatchee, Wash., Aug. 29 (BJ); at College Place, Wash., Sept. 6 (SM, DH, JJ, JTo); near Yakima Aug. 25 (BB); and at Fields, Ore., Sept. 18 (CM). Rare sightings were of an adult and two imm Black-crowned Night-Herons at Lewiston, Ida. (WH, C.B.).

WATERFOWL -- The early November cold snap was believed responsible for the grounding of 1300 Tundra Swans--around 500 is normal--at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. Three Trumpeter Swans stopped at the Albion, Wash., sewage pond Nov. 19 (JP, IP, CVV). A few Greater White-fronted Geese were reported from s. interior British Columbia, e. Washington, and Idaho. About 12 Ross' Geese again appeared at Metcalf N.W.R. (fide CP) and two were with Snow Geese at the entrance to American Falls Res. (CHT). Canada Goose numbers at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., peaked at nearly 3000 in late October. The early November freezeup drove out the 22,000 Mallards at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., but milder temperatures and rain created open water, causing a return of 28,500, the highest count since 1978. Freezeup Nov. 29-30 then forced most waterfowl out again. The November storm brought a peak of 20.000 ducks to Metcalf N.W.R. Peak numbers for some of the waterfowl on n. Idaho's lakes were: Canada Goose 3474, Wood Duck 620, Mallard 10,205, Am. Wigeon 9675, Canvasback 900, Redhead 16,500, and Lesser Scaup 12,300 (I.F.G.). More than 60 Wood Ducks fed under Russian olive trees along Winchester Wasteway Wasteway, w. of Moses Lake, Wash. (JT). Impressive were the 75 found at Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida., Sept. 22 (JFG). A pair of Am. Black Ducks was identified near Rexburg, Ida., Nov. 9 & 16 (DHu). A rare visitor to Hood River Co., Ore., was a male N. Pintail at Cascade Locks Nov. 11 (DAA). Turnbull N.W.R. counted 1240 Gadwalls Sept. 19. The only Eur. Wigeons reported were single birds at Odell, Ore. (DAA), on Patterson L., Okanogan Co., Wash. (LHo, WM), and at Walla Walla (SM). A notable concentration of 5000 Canvasbacks, accompanied by several thousand other ducks, was on the Wanapum Dam pool of the Columbia River near Vantage, Wash., Nov. 14 (RF). A wounded Greater Scaup found at American Falls Res., Nov. 2 (KS, CHT) and one on nearby Springfield Ponds Nov. 18 (KS, JTi) furnished the only reports. Two Harlequin Ducks were spotted at Fontaine Flats along Highway 410 n.w. of Yakima Aug. 18 (BR) and a female was on the Salmon R. near Shoup, Ida., Nov. 8 (BJ). Springfield Ponds hosted another female Harlequin Nov. 15-23 (CW, CHT, m.ob.) and up to four Oldsquaw Nov. 14-27 (EC, WHS, CHT). Two to three Oldsquaw appeared below Dry Falls Dam near Coulee City, Wash., in early November (WHa, S.A.S., JA) and one was at Bend, Ore., Nov. 19-27 (TC, CM). A sewage pond at the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab, Arco, Ida., attracted an imm. Surf Scoter Oct. 24 (EC, TR, BV) and seven were on Lenore L., Grant Co., Wash., Oct. 19 (JA). The Springfield Ponds had one Oct. 25 (CHT et al.) as did Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida. (JFG), and Clear L., w. of Yakima, Oct. 26 (AS, SS). A few White-winged Scoters appeared in w. Montana, s. Idaho, and e. Washington. Hooded Merganser numbers reached 195 at Turnbull Oct. 31 (JB). Three reports of single Red-breasted Mergansers came from the Walla Walla-Kennewick-Richland, Wash., area (TG, REW). Ruddy Ducks numbered 3000-5000 on Soap L. and Lenore L., Grant Co., Wash., October to early November (RF).

VULTURES THROUGH CRANES -- The Frenchtown Valley w. of Missoula had a movement of 40 Turkey Vultures Sept. 12 (DHo). A very late Osprey was at Vantage, Wash., Nov. 24 (REW). Lincoln County, Mont., had Bald Eagle sightings believed to represent 73 individuals, as early as Aug. 16 but mostly in November (DHe). Northern Harrier and Swainson's, Red-tailed, and Rough-legged hawk numbers in the Walla Walla area were "tremendous," with total daily counts of over 200. An imm. Red-shouldered Hawk at Paisley, Ore., Sept. 25 was possibly the first for Lake County (ME, EE). Falcon sightings, some probably duplicates were: Merlin 10, Peregrines ix, Gyrfalcon two, and Prairie 17, plus "several" and "common". Gallinaceous birds had a good year in the Kamloops, B.C., area but were down in numbers around Walla Walla. Ring-necked Pheasants were scarce in the Flathead Valley, n.w. Montana, supposedly resulting from an increased raccoon population and reduced cover from the clearing of rights-of-way (JR). Fifteen Wild Turkeys with young were sighted at Wenas Cr., n.e. of Yakima (EH). By far the largest group of migrating Sandhill Cranes seen on the ground was of 600 in Douglas County, Wash., Sept. 25 (RF). Eight Sandhill Cranes fed in an oat field near Windermere, B.C., Sept. 21 (LH), and two adults were seen in a field near Metcalf Sept. 17 (C & SC)--a pair had raised one chick there this summer (CH). A single bird was at the Walla Walla R. delta, Wallula, Wash., Sept. 13 (B.M.A.S.), and 27 were sighted there Sept. 28 (JFG). One at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida., made a rare sighting (LDN). At a ranch near Libby, Mont., one fed with domestic turkeys for a week in October (DHe). All Sandhill and Whooping cranes had departed Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida., by Oct. 10. Foster parent Sandhills there fledged only two Whooper chicks this year from 15 eggs. Predators were believed to have caused the losses. Nine older Whoopers summered there, but migrants stopping in Colorado numbered .at least 24 by October's end (EB).

SHOREBIRDS -- Black-bellied Plovers were moving through the Region between Aug. 14 and Oct. 26. The greatest numbers
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sighted were 52 at Springfield Oct 26 (CHT) and 75 at the Walla Walla R. delta Oct. 19 (DG,A S). Six Black-bellied Plovers and one Lesser Golden-Plover stopped at the Missoula, Mont., pulp mill Sept. 12 (DHo). One or two Lesser Golden-Plovers appeared Aug. 31-Oct. 11 at the Walla Walla delta (BB, DG, TG, AS, SS, REW). Near Springfield they appeared Sept. 7-Nov. 2 with 15 on the latter date (CHT). Other November records were of one at Kamloops B.C., Nov. 2 (SRo) and one near College Place Nov. 14 (KK). Kootenai N.W.R. had a peak of 15 Semipalmated Plovers Sept. 15 (RDC). A few were observed at Springfield, Clarkston the Walla Walla delta, and Kamloops. A few Marbled Godwits were sighted at the Walla Walla delta (TG, REW); at Spangle, Wash. (CVV); at Hart Mt. Nat'l Antelope Ref., Harney Co., Ore. (WHP); and at Adel, Ore. (SSu, EE, ME, D & CM). Five at Kootenai N.W.R., Sept. 15 added the species to the refuge list (RDC).A Ruddy Turnstone at Kamloops Sept. 2-6 was the first ever there and the 2nd for the latilong (RH, EM, RR). One of this species, very rare in the Helena, Mont., area, was seen at L. Helena Sept. 6 (DLe, GH). One appeared at the Walla Walla delta Sept. 7 (REW) and two were there Sept.13 (TG). A breeding-plumaged Red Knot was at Springfield July 31, and two were there about Aug. 2 (DT). A few Sanderlings were sighted at the Walla Walla delta (BB, AS), Banks L., Grant Co., Wash. (JA), Malheur N.W.R. (MA, EE, ME, D & CM), and Missoula(DHo). Up to 18 stopped at the Springfield Ponds (CHT). Four Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported at Fortine, Mont., Aug. 20 (WW) and one was at Kamloops Sept. 5 (RR). Hood River had a Least Sandpiper Oct. 25; the species is rare in the county (DAA). Missoula had 165 Baird's Sandpipers Sept. 12 (DHo) and the species was locally abundant in Washington's Columbia Basin, with the highest number, 60, at the Walla Walla delta (REW). Two were discovered in an alpine meadow at Jasper N.P., Alta., Aug. 1 (RCB) and one fed with a Lesser Yellowlegs on Kootenay R. Flats, Kootenay N.P., B.C., w here it is very rare, Aug.8 (LH). A few Baird's were noted at Spangle, Wash. (C.B.) and Turnbull, and one was seen at Malheur (MA). Seven Pectoral Sandpipers along the Pend Oreille R., Bonner Co., Ida., were noteworthy (BM). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at the Yakima R. delta Oct. 12, was Woodley's 2nd there in 20 years. A very few Stilt Sandpipers were reported for Kamloops (RR), the Walla Walla delta (DG, AS, TG, REW), the Yakima delta (REW), Reardan, Wash. (JA), Spangle (C.B.), Kootenai N.W.R. (RDC), and Springfield (CHT). Single Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Riske Creek, B.C., Sept. 12 (PR), and at Kamloops Sept. 14 (RH) were decided rarities. Single Short-billed Dowitchers were identified at Missoula (DHo), Reardan (JA), and the Walla Walla delta (DG, AS), and a few were noted at Springfield (DT, CHT) and Bend (TC). Some 400-500 Red-necked Phalaropes were on Soap L., late August to early September (RF). A notable find was of two Red Phalaropes at the Walla Walla delta Sept.13-14 (TG, REW).

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- An imm. Parasitic Jaeger was found at Wallowa L., Wallowa Co., Ore., Sept. 15 (JBu). Single Franklin's Gulls appeared at the Walla Walla delta and on the Columbia R. to the north, and at Spokane, Wash. Kootenai N.W.R. had two, as well as two Bonaparte's. A very few Bonaparte's were sighted in e. Oregon and Washington. Metcalf had one (C & SC). Up to seven Mew Gulls appeared at Hood River in November; they are regular fall migrants there (DAA). The only others were single birds at Vernon, B.C., Nov. 27 (PR), and at Tumalo Res., providing a first record for Deschutes Co., Ore. (TC). About 180 Ring-billed Gulls lingered at Libby Dam. Herring Gulls appear to be regular fall migrants at Hood River (DAA). One showed up near Asotin, Wash., Oct. 25 (C.B.) and many imm. Herring Gulls at Springfield were accompanied by an imm. Thayer's (CHT). Vernon had two Thayer's Oct. 11+ (PR). The Pack R. Flats had an imm. Thayer's and an imm. Glaucous Nov. 23, along with a large increase in Herring Gulls (PRS). A W. Gull, apparently the same one that has returned for several years at American Falls Dam, was back at its usual place on tire floats (CHT). Single Glaucous-winged Gulls were seen at Ice Harbor Dam on the Snake R. e. of Pasco and at Richland. Up to ten Glaucous-wingeds were seen along the Columbia R. in Hood River County (DAA). A lone Sabine's Gull frequented Banks L. in September (S.A.S., JA) and an imm Sabine's was identified at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Beaverhead Co., Mont., Sept. 10 (MCN) for the first in that area. A Caspian Tern at Kamloops Sept. 12 was unusual (Silo) Kootenai N.W.R. had 25 Corn. Terns Sept. 4 (RDC) and three at the Walla Walla R. delta were noteworthy (AS). An ad Arctic Tern at American Falls was s. Idaho's first (CHT, KM).   

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- At least 15 Com. Barn-Owls were found at Ice Harbor Dam Nov. 8. A Flammulated Owl, rare at Malheur N.W.R., was sighted there Sept. 27 (TC, O.F.O.). One at Turnbull N.W.R. added the species to the refuge list (RW). The only Snowy Owls reported were single birds near Moses Lake and at Rathdrum and Moscow, Ida. A rare sighting was of a N. Hawk-Owl at the latter place Nov. 30 (EJL) A Burrowing Owl at Kamloops made a very rare sighting, for the species has been virtually extirpated there (DJ). Noteworthy Barred Owl sightings were of single birds near Elk City, Ida (KC, KH), near Asotin (C.B.), and along Mill Cr., e. of Walla Walla (RL, CPf, m.ob.).A few Great Gray Owl sightings were obtained in n. and e. Idaho and at Rock Cr. near Ovando, Mont The species nested in the Sunriver, Ore., area, the farthest north in the Oregon Cascades they have been found (TC) A Long-eared Owl was found in the Sunriver area, where the species is very rare (TC). A Boreal Owl at Fish Cr., Mineral Co., Mont., Nov. 1 was notable (TRy). A N. Saw-whet Owl was sighted appropriately on Halloween at Market Lake Wildlife Management Area, Roberts, Ida., for apparently the first record there (SRe). Rare was a sighting of one at Malheur N.W.R. (TC). Vaux's Swifts roosted in numbers in excess of 3000 in the chimney on Whitman College campus, Walla Walla (SM). An Anna's Hummingbird was at Vernon throughout the fall period (FP, JQ). Four imm. Broad-tailed Hummingbirds visited Klamath Falls, Ore., feeders Sept. 1 (B & CY). At least one dozen Lewis' Woodpeckers were at Summer L., Lake Co., Ore., and another dozen were at Malheur N.W R, Sept. 25-28 (EE, ME, D & CM). Tranquille, B.C., had 22 Aug 26 (CR), and about 15 were sighted n. of Brewster (fide RF) Ten were seen in Manashtash Canyon w. of Ellensburg, Wash, Aug. 23, and 10 along the American R., Yakima Co., Wash, Sept. 7 (EH). Niarada, Mont., had four Aug. 20 (EH). Very few were reported elsewhere. A few Williamson's Sapsuckers were reported. Single White-headed Woodpeckers were sighted in 3 localities. A Pileated Woodpecker s. of Helena Sept. 1 was noteworthy, as the species is very rare e. of the Continental Divide in that area (LMc). An imm. Least Flycatcher was identified in the hand at Hart Mt., Sept. 21 (WHP). A Black Phoebe was at Market Lake for Idaho's 2nd record (SFR). A very late Say's Phoebe appeared s. of The Dalles, Ore., Nov. 28 (BW). September 27, was a very late date for a flock of over 50 Violet-green Swallows over the Spokane R. at Spokane (JA).

JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS -- One or two Blue Jays appeared in the Vernon vicinity in early November (PR), and one was at Nakusp, B.C., Oct. 14-16 (GD). Single birds showed up in Idaho at Idaho Falls Oct. 26 (C & ES) and near Pocatello Oct. 18 (CHT, m.ob.). One or two visited feeders at Stevensville, Mont., all fall (BD, CP), and one frequented a feeder at Eastport, Ida., in late October (JM). Remarkable was the sighting of a Scrub Jay at Twisp, Wash., Sept. 8, the first for the latilong and for n. Washington (DJo). Chestnut-backed Chickadees were showing up in unusual numbers in the lowlands in every state and province of the Region. Particularly notable were groups of up to five at feeders in Bend (TC). One in the Ketchurn-Sun Valley, Ida., vicinity provided a rare treat for birdwatchers (WHS). At least 25 Bushtits were observed at Hood River Oct. 4 (DAA). Bewick's Wren 
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appear to be well established in the Asotin vicinity. Single N Mockingbirds visited Malheur Sept 13 (TC) and Hart Mt, Aug 22-29 (WHP). One was seen near Minidoka N.W.R., Sept. 1 (WHS), and another was at Stevenville in late October (CP). The earliest sighting of Bohemian Waxwings was in the Selkirk Mts., Boundary Co., Ida., Oct. 15 (PRS)T. he largest number reported was 3000 at Vernon Nov. 22 (PR). A very late Orange-crowned Warbler was at Nakusp Nov. 16 (GD). An imm. Magnolia Warbler at Sullivan L., Pend Oreille Co., Sept. 13 was apparently e. Washington's first (CVV, m.ob.). One visited American Falls Sept. 14 (CHT). A male Cape May Warbler in Colorado Gulch w. of Helena Sept. 13 was Montana's 4th and the latilong's first (G & NN). Another Cape May at Malheur Sept. 13-18 was Oregon's 6th (KT, TW). Malheur also had Oregon's first Blackburnian Warbler Sept. 15-18 (CDL, CM, DPa) and a Blackpoll Warbler was there Sept. 27 (TC). A Blackpoll Warbler at the Davenport, Wash., cemetery Sept. 20 was apparently the state's 2nd (JA). A Black-and-white Warbler was observed on Asotin Cr., w. of Asotin, Oct. 25 (JP, DP). An imm. N. Waterthrush was mist netted at Hart Mt., Sept. 3 (WHP).

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES -- A College Place feeder enticed an imm. Black-headed Grosbeak to stay into late November, remarkably late (SM). A pair of Blue Grosbeaks near Pocatello, Aug. 1 was suspected of having nested nearby (CHT). Sighting of a Lark Sparrow along the Lincton Mt. road near Milton-Freewater, Ore., Aug. 31 was unusual (DH, SM). A well-described Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Sullivan L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash., Sept. 14 provided the state's first sighting (WH, MK, JP, DP, CVV). A Swamp Sparrow, no details supplied, was also reported at Sullivan L., Sept. 14 (MK et al.). A White-throated Sparrow, Crook County's first, was seen in Prineville, Ore, Sept. 26 (CSt). Golden-crowned Sparrow was described for the Hart Mt. area as an "occasional sp ring migrant, common fall migrant, and to this date, unrecorded as a winter resident" (WHP). A sprinkling of Harris' Sparrows appeared, the first Oct 10 at Missoula (PLW), the others in November. Twelve to 15 Lapland Longspurs [seemingly early for such numbers) dropped in on the summit of Mt. Spokane, Spokane Co., Wash., Sept 7 (LT). Eastern Washington had the lion's share of Snow Bunting sightings with over 400 between Reardan and Davenport Nov. 16 (JA). This species also appeared at Frenchtown near Missoula, where it is not common (PLW). The only Bobolink reported was one at Kamloops Sept. 4 (SRo). A late Yellowheaded Blackbird was sighted near Wapato, Wash., Nov. 27 (BB, AS). Vernon had a Rusty Blackbird Oct. 11 (PR), and 2 sightings came from the vicinity of Glacier N.P., Mont. (fide JR). A few Brewer's Blackbirds lingered in the Eureka vicinity as late as Nov. 29 (DHe). A Com. Grackle visited a Pocatello feeder in late November (EF). The earliest appearance of Rosy Finches was at Smith Cr, Boundary Co, Ida., Oct. 20 (PRS) A few small groups were reported elsewhere. A few Pine Grosbeaks appeared, with the southernmost sighting between Anatone and Fields Springs S.P., Nov. 22 (JP, DP, CVV). Purple Finches were reported at Libby (DHe); Hell's Canyon N.R.A., s.e. of Imnaha, Ore. (JB), Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima Co., Wash. (CD, DG, AS); and in the Klamath Basin area, Ore. (SJ). Few Red Crossbills were reported, the largest number being 67 at Crystal L. in the Snowy Mts. of c. Montana (LM). Common Redpolls had appeared only at Fortine (WW) and at Tungsten Mt., Boundary Co., Ida., (PRS) by the end of the period.

CORRIGENDUM -- AB 40:501. The Cape May Warbler was photographed by Tom Crabtree.
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The Autumn Season, 1986

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. and Bill Harrington-Tweit
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The season began warm, dry and clear, with nearly continuous light winds from the north through August to mid-September enabling migratory passerines to depart early. Another dry, clear two weeks with continuous northerly winds in early October moved out most of the remaining migrants. In the interim between these two favorable air flows, extraordinary concentrations of passerine migrants were noted September 26-30 in Discovery Park, on the shores of Puget Sound in Seattle. After October 25, heavy rain, one to two inches above normally high levels for fall, hindered field effort, and presumably migration. There was a notable irruption of Clark's Nutcrackers and Mountain Chickadees probably related to cone crop failure in the Cascades, and with Northern Pygmy-Owls possibly being affected as well. Two exciting northern visitors, Slaty-backed Gull and Steller's Eider, generated much travel time by eager observers. The eider was accessible and cooperative and was seen by multitudes, the gull was not. Record numbers of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Ruffs shared the same general direction of origin. Most vagrants this season originated to the east of the Region--Clark's Grebe, White-faced Ibis, Piping Plover, American Avocet, Hudsonian Godwit, Forster's Tern, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, Northern Waterthrush, Clay-colored Sparrow, Lark Bunting, and record numbers of Bank Swallows and Harris' Sparrows. Their presence here was at least correlated with the westerly airflow from the generally stationary high pressure zone present for about two months just east of us. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES--Major southward movement of Red-throated and Pacific loons was noted Sept. 19 on the Oregon coast (TC, HN) and in the Vancouver, B.C., area (JI). Subsequent high counts were of about 1000 Red-throateds at Reifel I., B.C., Oct. 7 (JI) and 2000+ off Ocean Shores, Wash., Oct. 18 (DP, JEr). The usual few Yellow-billed Loons were found, all Nov. 11-22: singles off Orcas I., San Juan Co., Wash. (John Wingfield), on Beaver Harbour, V.I. (MF, WW, Hue & JoAnne MacKenzie), and on Burrard Inlet, Vancouver, B.C. (fide DK). The 25 Eared Grebes found on Cordova Bay, V.I., Nov.30 (Vic Goodwill) made a large concentration. High counts elsewhere were of only two per locality, and only two were seen all season in the Vancouver, B.C., area (MP, FW, Allen Poynter). An adult and two half-grown young Western Grebes found Aug. 29+ in a brackish marsh off Reifel I., s.w. B.C., indicated probable nesting in that area (JI). All other known nesting localities in British Columbia are on the s. edge of the interior of the province. Single Clark's Grebes were noted Oct. 13-26 in Victoria, V.I. (†B & MMc et al.) for the first confirmed record for the province, and Oct. 30 at Tillamook, Ore. (†BO). We received reports of 14 offshore trips this fall, Aug. 16 to Nov. 8, with 6 out of Westport, Wash., to Grays Canyon (TW), 5 from Ucluelet, V.I. (MF), 2 out of Newport, Ore. (HN, SH), and one each from Garibaldi and Manzanita, both Tillamook Co., Ore. (TC). Black-footed Albatross numbers were slightly lower than usual, with the high count of 80 seen off Westport Sept. 13. Northern Fulmars continued last summer's trend of higher than usual numbers, especially off V.I. The high counts were of about 1000 out of Ucluelet Aug. 31, 428 off Westport Sept. 14, and 50+ out of Newport Sept. 17, and a surprising 200+ were seen from the north jetty of the Siuslaw R., Nov. 16 (SH). The 407 Pink-footed Shearwaters off Westport Aug. 23 and 45 off Garibaldi Sept. 7 represented usual numbers for these areas, but only one to three found on 4 trips out of Ucluelet was unusually low. Hordes of Sooties, a few dozen Buller's, 3 scattered sightings of Short-taileds, and 4 of Flesh-footeds were usual numbers for these shearwaters. The 450 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels seen over Grays Canyon Sept. 13 provided the 2nd-highest fall count there in 18 years (TW). Elsewhere, 120 were counted out of Ucluelet Sept. 28, and all other reports were of fewer than 27 birds. A Leach's Storm-Petrel seen Sept.14 off Westport was later than normal. Two onshore sightings of this species were most surprising: one Oct. 13 over Cowichan Bay, V.I. (†Colin Butt, †Dave Aldcroft) and one in heavy fog Nov. 2 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (†Fred Bird). Brown Pelicans moved N this season in their now-usual large numbers. Apparently none reached British Columbia, but 500 were counted along the n. shore of Willapa Bay, Wash., Sept. 20 (CC),
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 with 10+ still there Oct. 27-31 (PM, WW). Late reports were of 25+ at Ocean Shores, Wash., Nov. 12 (B & GR), and two at Florence, Ore., Nov. 16 (SH). Northward movement of Brandt's Cormorants was marked by the passage of 200/hr off Cannon Beach, Ore., Aug. 31 (DF), 1000 at the n. jetty of the Columbia R., Sept. 20 (CC), 1500 off San Juan I., Wash., Sept. 21 (ML), and 3000+ at Cattle Pt., Oak Bay, V.I., Oct. 3 (B. Gates, fide MMc). Great Egrets also moved northward, earlier and in greater numbers than usual. Forty-four were at Gardiner, Douglas Co., Ore., Aug. 1 (fide M. Sawyer). One reached a regular wintering area at the mouth of the Palix R., on Willapa Bay, Wash., by Aug. 8 (Evelyn Peaslee), and one was north to Dungeness, Wash., Aug. 12 (TW). Thereafter reports of one to three came from7 Washington localities, of one to six at 9 Oregon localities, plus 12 on Sauvie I., Ore., Sept. 22 (fide HN), 40 at the mouth of the Siuslaw R., Ore., Aug. 31-Oct. 2 (DF, SH), and 14 at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Nov. 14 (BO). A Snowy Egret graced Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., Nov. 1-8 (†TB, m.ob.) for the 4th record from w. Washington. Another was seen Nov. 19 on the Koksilah R. estuary, near Duncan, for the 2nd record from V.I. (†Barbara & Roy Begg). Following last year's absence of Cattle Egrets, this year one or more were in Delta, B.C., Oct. 10-Nov. 9 (Allan Schutz, GA, JI), 25 were counted Oct. 30+ at 4 Oregon localities (Florence, Siletz Bay, Sauvie I., and Clatskanie), and at least two were in Pacific and Wahkiakum counties in s.w. Washington in late November (fide Irene Bachhuber). The first Black-crowned Night-Herons arrived Aug. 23 at their Skagit flats, Wash., winter roost site (Tom Madsen, fide Idie Ulsh). One arrived at the roost site on Reifel I., B.C., Sept. 16, and four there Nov. 22+ was the highest count yet for that roost (JI). An imm. Plegadis ibis, presumably a White-faced Ibis, was present Nov. 2+ at Beaver Harbour, near Port Hardy, at the n.w. end of V.I. (†WW, ph. MF, m.ob.), for only the 6th or 7th record for British Columbia. 

SWANS THROUGH FALCONS -- The first six Tundra Swans of the season flew on S over Ocean Shores, Wash., Oct. 18 (DP, JEr). Arrival was otherwise in early November. Trumpeter Swan arrival was marked by seven birds at Reifel I., Delta, B.C., Oct. 30 (JI) and the high count of 100 was there Nov. 29 (JI). Single ad Trumpeters were south to Tillamook, Ore., Nov. 12 (HN) and Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Ore., Nov. 14 (ph. BO). The Vancouver Island Mute Swan population continues healthy with counts of 50-60 on Cowichan Bay in mid-August (Jerry & Gladys Anderson; WW). The first Greater White-fronted Geese noted were 16 over Naselle, Pacific Co., Wash. (Alan Richards) and six on Sauvie I., Ore. (Jim Johnson), both Aug. 25. Widespread arrival was as usual in early September, with 70 near Salem Sept. 13 the high count (BB). Near-daily counts of Snow Geese at Reifel I. in the Fraser R. delta of s.w. British Columbia showed 1000 present Oct. 8, 4000 Oct. 12, 12,000 Oct. 17, and the season's high of 15,000 there Oct. 25 (JI). A first-year Emperor Goose, still a scarce visitor here, was present on Post Office L., n. of Vancouver, Wash., Oct. 27-Nov. 10 (Larry Price; WC) and at nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., Nov. 26 (SS). Another was seen Nov. 23+ at Ankeny N.W.R. near Salem, Ore., (Joe Silvera, †JA). Escaped and now free-flying Barnacle Geese reappeared at Star L., Kent, Wash., in mid-October and at Ankeny N.W.R., Nov. 8 (†JA, fide BB). Among the numerous Canada Geese noted this fall were seven "Dusky" Canadas (occidentalis) with red neck bands Nov. 16 & 24 on southern V.I. (Alan MacLeod; Brent Diakow), and an "Aleutian" Canada Goose (leucopareia) Oct. 22+ in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C. (†BK, ph.).
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Canada Goose, apparently of the Aleutian race, at Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 26, 1986. Photo/Paul Yorke.
 A neck-banded "Cackling" Canada (minima) seen Nov. 1 at Yaquina Bay, Ore. (DL) had been banded as an adult on the Yukon R. delta in 1985 and spent last winter at Finley N.W.R., Ore. Single Am. Black Ducks were found at 3 Victoria locations (J & RSa), and in Beach Grove, Delta, B.C. (BK), in addition to the 12+ regularly found at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (m.ob.). Two imm. male Tufted Ducks were found Oct. 18-Nov. 2 on Green L., Seattle (†EH, BS) and one remained into early December. A female Tufted Duck noted Nov. 9+ at Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C., was believed on the basis of plumage irregularities to be the same female present there last winter (†BK et al.). Both these localities have become regular wintering sites for Tufted Ducks in the last few years. A female King Eider seen closely Oct. 29 off the w. side of Lopez I., San Juan Co., Wash., provided about the 12th state record (†ML). A male Steller's Eider was seen Oct. 18 at Pt. Wilson, Port Townsend, Wash., in company with a small group of Harlequin Ducks (Alex & Charlene Ferkovich, ph.). The bird was independently rediscovered Nov. 2 (Hank Vail) and was seen almost daily thereafter for the first record for the state (m.ob., ph. Don Johnson). Migratory gatherings of Barrow's Goldeneyes were of 82 noted Oct. 6 on the sewage ponds at Diamond L., e. Lane Co., Ore. (DF) and 1230 on Capitol L., Olympia, Wash., Nov. 27 (Glen & Wanda Hoge). Numbers gradually decreased at both sites over the next few weeks. The Turkey Vulture migration was again thoroughly monitored on southern V.I. (fide MMc) and in Ashland, Ore. (MMo). Total counts were 1260+ on V.I. and 841 in Ashland. Interestingly, the time of peak movement on southern V.I. was Sept. 21-26, with 200-335 per day, and Sept. 19-28 in Ashland, 400+ mi to the south. These birds must follow the river valleys westward (which would account for the relatively large numbers for this far north), gather at the coast, and move south in late September. There were 28 Black-shouldered Kites reported this season from 8 Oregon locations and 10 from 4 Washington sites, which is now about normal. Concentrations included 11 adults in the Ashland area (MMo) and seven near the Raymond,
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Male Steller's Eider (with two Harlequin Ducks) at Port Townsend, Wash., Oct. 18, 1986. First record for Washington. Photo/Alex Ferkovitch, Jr. 
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Pacific Co, Wash, airport (WW, m.ob.) The only immature noted was at Ocean Shores, Wash., Oct. 21 (Mike Carmody). Our rough Accipiter index showed 100 Sharp-shinned reports, 98 Cooper's, and 16 N. Goshawks, for normal numbers. A similar tally for falcons totalled 85 Peregrines (including 14 imm.) and 87 Merlins, likewise normal numbers for the last few years. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Forty Lesser Golden-Plovers at Ocean Shores, Wash., Aug. 15 (TW) and 50 there Sept. 10 (DH) were the high counts. Separation of the forms dominica and fulva has received more attention each fall, but is still not enough to sort out the migration patterns. Only 19 plovers were specifically reported as fulva, and 30 as dominica, and for only half of all these was age reported. Examination of available specimens from the Pacific Northwest indicates that juveniles of both forms are present here, but that almost all adults taken in the fall have been fulva (DP). Two Snowy Plovers were north to Dungeness Spit, Wash., July 31, near where six had been seen July 6, but no evidence of breeding was noted (Roger Hoffman). The 250 Semipalmated Plovers seen Aug. 10 along Boundary Bay (BK) furnished a high count for s.w. British Columbia. About 400 Semipalmateds were found Aug. 6 at Tillamook, Ore. (HN) and Aug. 22 near Waldport, Lincoln Co., Ore. (R. Lowe, fide HN). On Sept. 8 a Piping Plover was noted among the Semipalmateds at Manzanita, Tillamook Co., Ore. (†TC), for the first record for Oregon and the Region. The same bird had apparently been seen there on Sept. 6 by another observer, but not positively identified. Single Am. Avocets, rare migrants here, were found Sept. 5-Dec. 4 at Iona I. (†MF, m.ob.) and Sept. 6-12 at Jericho Park (†BK, m.ob.). From Sept. 14 to Oct. 4, two were present at Iona I (Mark Gawns, Bill Crins, m.ob.). Two Am. Avocets were also found Sept. 27 on the Nisqually N.W.R. (Marty Hanson) and Aug. 13 on Plat I Res., Douglas Co., Ore. (DI, fide SH). The Willet noted Oct. 2-3 at Cattle Pt., Oak Bay (KT, J & RSa), furnished only the 12th record for V.I. Twenty-two Solitary Sandpipers reported were slightly more than usual. An interesting sighting of a Wandering Tattler occurred Aug. 23 about 12 mi up the Hamma Hamma R. on the s.e. slope of the Olympic Mts., Mason Co., Wash. (Bill Reichert). Two Wandering Tattlers at Ocean Shores Oct. 18 (Dr, JEr) and one still there Nov. 12 (B & GR) were very late. A Hudsonian Godwit spotted Sept. 29 with a Marbled Godwit at Grice Bay, Pacific Rim P.P., provided only the 5th record for V.I. (DK). Another Hudsonian was seen Oct. 4-5 at the end of 112th St. on Boundary Bay (†BK, †MF, MB). Bar-tailed Godwits were noted Aug. 8 on Boundary Bay (†MF, GD), for the 4th Vancouver, B.C., record, and Oct. 11 in Tacoma (†TB) for the first Washington record away from the outer coast. Single Marbled Godwits Aug. 27 at Blackie Spit (†David Martin) and Sept. 4-6 at Beach Grove (LK, JI) provided the only reports this season of this scarce migrant in the Vancouver, B.C., area. Elsewhere, 44 were seen on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Aug. 31 (B & GR, JG) and 70-100 were at nearby Tokeland Oct. 27 to late November (PM; Paul Meehan-Martin, fide CC). Despite the high numbers of Semipalmated Sandpipers recorded at Iona I. last July, only a few remained into August. A total of 36 Semipalmateds was reported, with seven of these on Oregon's outer coast, four in the Willamette Valley and on Sauvie I., six around Puget Sound, and none on the Washington outer coast. Three at Reifel I., B.C., Sept. 20 (JI) were the latest. Baird's Sandpipers were widely reported. Fifty at Sauvie I., Ore., Sept. 14 (RSm, fide HN) was the high count, and one at Ocean Shores Oct. 18-19 (Dr, JEr, B & GR) and three near Waldport, Ore., Oct. 19 (DL, VT) were later than usual. More Sharp-tailed Sandpipers than ever were reported. All were found Sept. 5-Oct. 9, almost all were in the Vancouver, B.C., area, and 14 noted Oct. 4 on Reifel I. provided the high count (MF et al.). Single Curlew Sandpipers were found Sept. 15 on Manzanita Beach, Tillamook Co., Ore. (WC, photo) and Sept. 23 at the S.J.C.R. (†HN, JEv), for about the 7th and 8th records for Oregon. Fourteen Buff-breasted Sandpipers were noted, Aug 22-Sept. 30. This count is back down to the long-term average, following last year's record 66+. At least 21 Ruffs were counted, a new Regional record. Three were at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 6-23, four were in Washington, and the remainder is a conservative estimate of numerous sightings in the Vancouver, B.C., area, mostly by JI at Reifel I. The 400 Long-billed Dowitchers on Sauvie I., Sept. 9 (HN) and 600 on Reifel I., Oct. 4 (MF, WW et al.) were high counts. The usual few Red Phalaropes were found with Red-necked phalaropes on the pelagic trips, and a small crash in late November yielded counts of 150-200 at the Siuslaw R. mouth (SH) and at Coos Bay, Ore. (Craig Miller, fide HN). 

JAEGERS THROUGH AUKLETS -- On an exceptionally clear and calm Aug. 23 an all-time high count of 190 Pomarine Jaegers was noted northwest out of Westport (TW). Trips over the same route the weeks before and after found only 20-35, also slightly above average tallies. Parasitic Jaegers were widely scattered as usual at shoreline locations. Eleven at Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Aug. 31 (B & GR) and seven at Pt. Roberts, Wash, Sept. 22 (Alfred Lau, BK) were the high counts, and one still at West Pt., Seattle, Nov. 8 (DR) furnished the last sighting Forty-seven Long-tailed Jaegers, a normal number, were recorded in 5 trips out of Westport, and four were seen Sept 13 out of Newport, Ore. (J. Carlson, fide HN). Twenty S. Polar Skuas, an above-average number, were seen on 6 Westport trips, and singles were found out of Garibaldi, Ore., Sept 7 (TC) and Ucluelet, V.I., Sept. 27 (MF, DK et al.). Fewer than usual Franklin's Gulls were recorded this fall About 54 birds, all immatures as usual, were represented, with high counts of 14 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (EH) and four at Spanish Banks, Vancouver B.C. (BK). Five sightings in Oregon included one Sept. 17 at the Monmouth sewage ponds (†RG). Single Little Gulls appeared as usual with Bonaparte's Gulls at 8 locations from Nanaimo, V.I. (DK), south to Everett, Wash., Aug. 13-Oct. 27. Each of these sites is within a short flight for the wandering flocks of Bonaparte's, and the only date on which Little Gulls were seen at 2 locations was Oct. 18, when singles were at Everett (DR) and at Ogden Pt, Victoria (MMc et al.). However, on Oct. 6 two Little Gulls were seen simultaneously at the Everett ponds (PM) and three were there together Oct. 11 (EH). High counts of Bonaparte's Gulls were of 6000 at Everett Sept. 25 (RS) and 4500 on Boundary Bay, B.C., Oct. 12 (BK). An adult Common Black-headed Gull was seen at Dungeness, Wash., Aug. 27 (†Joe Van Os et al.), and probably also Oct. 18 (†Stan Smith), for only the 2nd sighting for Washington. The high count of Heermann's Gulls was of 3000+ on the n. shore of Willapa Bay, Wash., Sept. 2 (JR) An ad Slaty-backed Gull present only Nov. 11-12 near Port Hardy, northern V.I., provided only the 2nd documented record for British Columbia (†MF, ph., †WW, †GA). Force's detailed description included discussion of the slate-gray mantle, black wingtips separated from the mantle on primaries 7 & 8 by white spots, pinkish legs, a magenta orbital ring (at 20m), and a brown-flecked iris appearing dark at a distance but with the pupil clearly visible. In addition to the usual counts of 30-70 Sabine's Gulls on pelagic trips off British Columbia and Washington, single immatures were found Sept. 20-21 on the sewage ponds at Monmouth, Polk Co., Ore. (Lowell Spring, ph. RG, BB) and Sept. 29 on the ponds at Forest Grove, Washington Co., Ore. (Leila Weiland, Pat Muller, fide HN). Flocks of 400 Com. Terns at Port Angeles, Wash., Oct 12 (PM et al.) and of 200 at Ogden Pt., Victoria, Oct. 18 (B & MMc et al.) were later than usual. Twenty-eight Arctic Terns off Westport Aug. 30 (TW) provided the high count. Singles were seen onshore at Spanish Bank, Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 31-Sept 7 (†BK) and on the Forest Grove, Ore., sewage ponds Sept 29 (†HN, JEv). Single Forster's Terns were found Oct. 13-18 at Ogden Pt., Victoria (†KT, ph. TZ, m.ob.) for the first record for V.I., and Nov. 9 at the Everett ponds (†Ian Paulsen, Jeff Palmer et al.) for the 6th record for w. Washington. Three Black Terns,
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Forster's Tern at Victoria, B.C., Oct. 13, 1986. First record for Vancouver Island. Photo/Tim Zurowski. 

a scarce but regular migrant, were at Baskett Slough N.W.R., near Salem, Ore., Sept. 12 (†Stephen Dowland, BB) and four were found in w. Washington Sept. 12-27. Four Parakeet Auklets were briefly observed Sept. 7 about 20 mi out of Garibaldi, Ore. (†TC, †JG), for one of very few recent records from anywhere in the Region. An average of 36 Cassin's Auklets found on each of 9 pelagic trips out of Ucluelet, V.I., and Westport, Wash., during August and September was still low compared to pre-El Nińo totals. 

OWLS THROUGH SHRIKES -- The only Snowy Owls reported were in Delta, B.C., where two seen Nov. 10 (Roy Phillips) were the first. Single N. Hawk-Owls were found in Garibaldi P.P., Aug. 16 at Helm Creek (†John Tabak) and Sept. 20 at Black Tusk (Peter Ballin et al.). These sites are interestingly close and similar to a recent breeding location in Manning P.P. Reports of 33 N. Pygmy-Owls were many more than usual, but no apparent pattern or lowland movement was detected. A Burrowing Owl was found Sept. 15 at the unusual altitude of 6700' on Mt. Hood (Christopher Raithel). There were several reports of Spotted Owls, including an immature found Aug. 15 in the Hoh R. rain forest, Wash. (EH et al.). A late Com. Nighthawk was found roosting in a backyard in W. Seattle, Wash., Sept. 28-Oct. 3 (Greg Parks, ph.). Sixteen Black Swifts over Plat I Res., near Roseburg, Sept. 19 (DF, DI) were the only ones reported from Oregon, and 30 at Prospect L., Saanich, V.I., Sept. 28 (GC) were the latest. Four large migratory roosts of Vaux's Swifts were noted in Oregon: about 1000 in a chimney in Salem Aug. 28 (Christy Galen, fide BB), 1000-2000 in Waldo Hall, O.S.U. campus, Corvallis, Sept. 14-30 (Angie Cromack et al., fide ME), 1500 in Stayton, Marion Co., Sept. 18 (B. Height, fide HN), and 5000-7000 in an Armory incinerator chimney in Roseburg Sept. 18-21 (DF, DI). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird, very rare w. of the Cascades, was seen Aug. 1-7 near Lebanon, Ore. (Bill Thackaberry, †M & EE). A young male Calliope Hummingbird was netted and examined in hand Aug. 1 at Schrieber's Meadow, Mt. Baker, Wash. (Sara Hiebert) and another Calliope was seen Aug. 2 in Mt. Rainier N.P. (CC), for the only reports of this primarily eastside species. The last flycatcher sightings were: Olive-sided, Sept. 20 on San Juan I., Wash. (ML); W. Wood-Pewee, Sept. 24 in Eugene (SH); Willow, Sept. 22 in Saanich (GC), and Oct. 2 at Heceta Head, Lane Co., Ore. (SH); Hammond's, Sept. 26-30 at Seattle (SA, DR), and Sept. 30 at Vancouver, B.C. (DK); and Western, Sept. 27 at Seattle (SA), Sept. 28 at Metchosin, V.I. (AM, RSa), and Oct. 1 at Portland (DI). A probable Dusky Flycatcher carefully described Sept. 26-27 in Seattle was the latest ever of few w. Washington records (†SA). Single Say's Phoebes strayed west to the Montlake fill, Seattle, Sept. 18 (†DB) and Delta, B.C., Sept. 24 (WW). A Tropical Kingbird was observed Oct. 
[image: ]
Tropical Kingbird at Nehalem Meadows, Ore., Nov. 11, 1986. Photo/Robert O'Brien. 

19, at Yaquina Bay, Ore. (RSm, fide HN). Two were found Nov. 4-11 farther north at the Nehalem sewage ponds (†HN, JEv, ph. BO, m.ob.) and one stayed there through Nov. 15. Another Tropical Kingbird was noted Nov. 16 in Tokeland, Pacific Co., Wash. (†EH, Bob Morse) for the 6th record for Washington, all in late fall. Sightings of 97 Bank Swallows at 9 locations in the Vancouver, B.C., area Aug. 5-Sept. 23 (DS, FW et al.) were many more than usual. Five were seen on V.I. and one was in Westport, Wash., Aug. 22 (TW, DP). Evidence of fall movement of Steller's Jays was provided by a flock of 45 that flew across Saanich Inlet, V.I., Sept. 5 (Glen Smith, Ron Jakimchuk) and a count of 85 moving south along the Seattle shoreline Sept. 7 (RT). Nineteen Clark's Nutcrackers were reported from sites clearly outside breeding areas, for the largest movement noted since October 1979. Eleven of these birds were found Oct. 10-27, from Skidegate, Queen Charlotte I., Gabriola I., Saltspring I., Richmond, and Victoria to Cape Flattery, Leadbetter Pt., and Toledo, Oregon. Five others were seen Sept. 19+ on Mary's Peak in the Oregon Coast Range w. of Corvallis, where they do not nest (David Marshall, m.ob.). Likewise, the 68+ Mountain Chickadees at lowland sites during October-November constituted a major invasion. High counts were of 25 in Discovery Park, Seattle, Nov. 8 (DH) and 11 on Reifel I., B.C., Oct. 11 (JI, Leona Haggert). Conifer cone crop reports for Washington indicated very little production during 1986, following the bumper harvest of 1985 (CC). Two Bohemian Waxwings were found Oct. 11 at 5200' in the Washington Cascades at Chiwaukum L., 10 mi e. of Stevens Pass, Chelan Co. (Mark Breuninger). This is south of the generally suspected breeding areas. The first N. Shrikes arrived on schedule Oct. 4 in Vancouver, B.C. (MF, GD), Oct. 6 in Seattle (DR), and Oct. 13 at Tillamook, Ore. (B. Shelmerdine, fide HN). A Loggerhead Shrike was seen Nov. 27 at Long Beach, Pacific Co., for about the 10th record for w. Washington, and the first ever in the fall (†BO). 

VIREOS THROUGH GROSBEAKS -- A Solitary Vireo found Oct. 12 at Cape Blanco, Ore. (Paul Sullivan), was the latest of only two seen in October. The last Red-eyed Vireos reported were two on Reifel I., B.C., Aug. 30 (JI) and one in Goldstream P.P.,V.I., Sept. 2 (Dave Fraser). A male Nashville Warbler seen Nov. 19 along the S. Umpqua R. near Canyonville, Ore., was late and possibly wintering (Merle & Anne Archie). The last Yellow Warblers were seen Sept. 26 in Seattle (SA), Sept. 30 in Vancouver, B.C. (GA, DK), and Oct. 2 at Heceta Head, Lane Co., Ore. (SH).A very well-described Pine Warbler was seen Oct. 23 just south of Harbor, s. Curry Co., Ore. (†Alan Barron). Roughly summarizing the description, the bird had brownish upperparts with faint olive on the head and back, 
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whitish tailspots, black tarsi, two prominent wingbars, a pale eyebrow line, a small pale neck patch, and ashy-white underparts with no streaking. Seventeen Palm Warblers were noted, slightly more than usual. One at Amphitrite Pt., near Ucluelet, V.I., Sept. 27 (MB) was unusually far north. One other was on southern V.I., three were on the Washington coast, and 10 on the Oregon coast. In addition, singles were found inland at 5500' near Packwood, Lewis Co., Wash., Oct. 1 (†GR) and in Eugene, Ore., Nov. 1 (Paul Sherrell, Dennis Arendt, fide SH). Seven sightings of N. Waterthrushes repeated last fall's unprecedented movement. Singles Aug. 18 at Alaksen N.W.A., Delta (DS, FW) and Reifel I. (JI, FW) were the first. Two were seen Aug. 21-23 in Jericho Park, Vancouver, B.C. (†DS, MP) and one was (still?) there Sept. 21 (FW, Wayne Diakow). Singles Aug. 26-27 in Bellingham, Wash. (TW) and Sept. 8 in Seattle (†RT) provided the 10th & 11th records for w. Washington; all but one have been in fall and early winter. A Clay-colored Sparrow was noted Nov. 9 at Comber's Beach, Pacific Rim P.P. (LK, Mark Wynja, †MF et al.) for the 2nd record for V.I. A female or imm. Lark Bunting was seen closely on Tatoosh I., at the n.w. tip of Clallam Co., Wash., Sept. 17-18 (†Tim Wootton, Bob Paine, Ladd Johnson) for the 5th state and 2nd fall record. The previous fall record was also at Cape Flattery Sept. 2, 1973 (AB 28:97). Another female or imm. Lark Bunting was found Sept. 28-30 in Jericho Park, Vancouver, B.C. (Bruce MacDonald, †WW, †Dick Cannings, †MF, m.ob.) for the 3rd Vancouver area record. A Grasshopper Sparrow, rare w. of the Cascades, was seen Sept. 19 at Plat I Res., near Roseburg, Ore. (DF, DI). A Fox Sparrow at the Montlake fill, Seattle, Aug. 31 (KB) was an early arrival in the Puget Sound lowlands. Only two Swamp Sparrows, still rare winter visitors here, were found, and both were immatures. One was at Florence, Ore., Oct. 19 (†SH, Alan Contreras) and the other was near Smith Cr., w. of Raymond, Pacific Co., Wash., Oct. 31 (†WW) for only the 11th record for the state. Twenty-four White-throated Sparrows were seen, a normal number, in as many locations and spread throughout the reporting areas of the Region. Eighteen Harris' Sparrows were more than twice as many in previous years Two were in Oregon, three in Washington, three on V.I., and a conservatively estimated 10 individuals in the Vancouver, B.C., area. The peak of the Lapland Longspur migration was marked Sept. 21 by flocks of 30 at Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash. (KB), and 40+ on Grand Meadow, Indian Heaven Wilderness, Skamania Co., Wash. (SS). A Common Grackle sighted Sept. 27-30 in C. Saanich provided the first record for southern V.I. (KT, Charles Harper, ph. TZ, m.ob.). Small groups of up to 30 Red Crossbills were noted on the Oregon coast and in the lowland areas of w Washington, V.I., and s.w. mainland British Columbia. Pairs were gathering nest material and singing Aug. 30 and Sept 3 at the S.J.C.R. and Tillamook, Ore. (DL, David Hoffman) and feeding broods Oct. 18 in the Washington San Juan Is. (ML) Both Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins were absent from the s Cascades of Washington this fall (CC). Five Com. Redpolls seen Nov. 4 on Reifel I., B.C. (JI), furnished the only report of this irregular winter visitor. Larger numbers than usual of Evening Grosbeaks were noted this fall in the lowlands of w. Oregon (fide HN), particularly in the Medford-Ashland area during September (MMo). 
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The Winter Season, 1986-1987

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers

Winter in the Region was mild and dry, with little snow cover presaging a hot dry summer to follow. Several observers reported low numbers of birds, attributing this to the weather, which did not force birds to concentrate in their search for food, and left much water unfrozen. Reports were numerous of birds that normally do not winter or do so only occasionally or in very small numbers. "Northern" finches were generally scarce, presumably remaining farther north or in the mountains. Sparse cone crops in some lowland areas no doubt were also a factor. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- A Pacific Loon wintered at Vernon, B.C., Dec. 15-Feb. 28 (PR). Hayden L., Kootenai Co., Ida., had a Pacific Loon and a Red-throated Loon Jan. 2-9 (PH). A Yellow-billed Loon visited Nicola L. in the Brookmere-Aspen Grove, B.C., area Dec. 29-Jan. 20 (RRH, WWe). Three Horned Grebes and a Red-necked Grebe were sighted on Hayden L., Jan. 4 (PH, MM, ES, SHS), and another Red-necked spent December and January there (PH). Red-necked Grebes on the Columbia R. near Orondo, Wash., were also unusual (RF). About 500 Eared Grebes on Soap L., Grant Co., Wash., were mostly forced out by the mid-January freezeup (RF). Three Eared Grebes on Pend Oreille L. at Bayview, Ida., Feb. 16 were suspected of having wintered (DF), and three wintered on Hayden L. (PH). Two W. Grebes on the Snake R. at Clarkston, Wash., Jan. 27 were very early (MK, PP) as was one on the Snake at Massacre Rock, Power Co., Ida., Jan. 17 (CHT). Seven Am. White Pelicans frequented Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., in early January, for one of the few winter records there (CDL). Very unusual were two near Wallula, Wash., Jan. 24 (KK), and the wintering of 10 on the Hanford Reach of the Columbia R. n. of Richland, Wash. (RF). Two that lingered around Klamath Falls, Ore., through December were late (SS). Double-crested Cormorants wintered in greater numbers at Malheur N.W.R. than ever before, at least 10-11 remaining. This species wintered in Hood River Co., Ore. (DAA), and small numbers were noted in the Tricities, Wash., vicinity through Jan. 2 (CR, REW). A Great Egret, exceptionally rare in Jefferson County, Ore., and rare anywhere e. of the Oregon Cascade Mts. in winter, was at Madras during January (JH). A Cattle Egret remained at Clarkston until Dec. 16 (MK, LL, RM). Five were sighted n. of College Place, Wash., Dec. 7, and two showed up s. of Walla Walla, Wash., a week later (KK). Eight Black-crowned Night-Herons appeared in the Toppenish, Wash., residential area Dec. 21 (CD, DG), and two were sighted at Gleed, Wash., Jan. 30 (ZB) for those localities' first winter records. The species is rare there at any season. 

WATERFOWL -- Twenty-eight Tundra Swans were at Sunriver, Ore., Jan. 17+ (DD). An imm. Tundra Swan at the Yakima R. mouth, Wash., Jan. 1 was a rather surprising find (REW). Small numbers wintered in Washington's Columbia Basin. One on the Salmon R. 15 mi. n. of Salmon, Ida., Jan. 9 was also unusual (LH). Malheur had 48 wintering Tundra Swans in the s. Blitzen Valley. Over 500 Tundra Swans and 25 Trumpeter Swans wintered at Kamloops, B.C. (RRH), as did 75 Tundra and 11 Trumpeter swans in the Okanagan Valley, B.C. (SC). Trumpeter Swan numbers at Malheur N.W.R. were up from last winter, with 49 counted Jan. 6. Ten Trumpeters at Cold Springs N.W.R., Hermiston, Ore., Feb. 4 were gone Feb. 8 (KK). A small flock of Greater White-fronted Geese was at Bend, Ore., Dec. 27 (MMo) and one appeared near Parkdale, Ore., Jan.4 (DAA).This species began arriving at Malheur N.W.R., Feb. 14 and was common near Burns by the end of the spring period. At Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida., 20 arrived Feb. 24 (LDN). The first two migrant Snow Geese to appear at Malheur N.W.R. arrived Feb. 9 but the bulk of the movement was late. Six blue-phase Snow Geese were along Frenchman Hills wasteway Grant Co., Wash., Jan. 4 (RF). Canada Geese were abundant in the n. Columbia Basin, with flocks of 200-2000 common. A record number of Canada Geese, 12,450 plus 50 "Lesser" Canadas, wintered in the Malheur-Harney Lakes Basin, Harney Co., Ore. Goose and duck numbers were up at Bend, presumably because of the mild winter. Two male Wood Ducks wintered at Helena, Mont., where they fed with Mallards on food supplied them (GH). Up to 24 Wood Ducks were sighted in the Lewiston, Ida., area in January. Green-winged Teal were common in the n. Columbia Basin; some 600 were on Potholes Res., Grant Co., Wash., Jan. 4. Mallards were particularly abundant in the Columbia Basin from mid-February on: 15,000-20,000 fed in stubblefields e. of George, Wash., and over 80,000 were along Frenchman Hills and Winchester wasteways, Grant Co., Wash., and in adjacent corn stubblefields. Mixed with them in the latter area were several thousand N. Pintail. Some 7000-8000 Mallards at Kootenai N.W.R. were reduced to one-half that number by the January freezeup. About 10 N. Pintail lingered into December at Kootenai N.W.R., and the species returned Feb. 16 (LDN). Two very early N. Shovelers were on Noxon Rapids Res., Sanders Co., Mont., Feb. 8 (DH). About 800 Gadwall were on Moses L., Grant Co., Wash., Jan.4 (RF), and fifty near Cascade Locks, Ore., Feb. 16 was a very good number there (DAA). The only Eur. Wigeons reported were single males that wintered near Odell, Ore. (DAA), and in Walla Walla (KK); one at Pateros, Wash., Feb. 14 (EH, GG, S.A.S.), and one on Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima Co., Wash., Feb. 14 (BB, AS, SSt). Six Ring-necked Ducks wintered on Nicola L., where they are rare in winter (RRH). Two Greater Scaup were identified at the Tricities Dec. 21, and 15 were sighted at John Day Dam on the Columbia R., Ore. (CR). The species was also noted at Wells Dam, s. Okanogan Co., Wash., and Chelan Falls, Wash., in February (EH, GG, S.A.S.). A pair of Oldsquaws was on Hayden L., Jan. 4 (MM, ES, SHS), and one appeared at Vernon Dec. 21 (PR). One found on L. 
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Ewauna, Klamath Falls, Nov 28 stayed around until Jan 2 (SS) The Columbia R. in Richland hosted a female Surf Scoter Dec 21 (PEW). A female-plumaged White-winged Scorer was present Feb. 6+ on Siphon Pond near Pocatello (DFi, m.ob.), and one was on Shuswap L., n. of Salmon Arm, B.C., Dec. 21 (SR). A male Barrow's Goldeneye at Cascade Locks, Ore., Dec. 27 was apparently a latilong first (DAA). Banks L., Grant Co., Wash., had 1500 Com. Mergansers Jan. 4 (RF). Noteworthy were three Red-breasted Mergansers at Vernon Dec.2-21 (PR) and four at Trail, B C., during December (ME). One appeared on a pond near Wapato, Wash., Jan. 1 (DG). 

VULTURES THROUGH GULLS -- A Turkey Vulture at Hayden L., Ida., Jan. 12 was remarkable (PH) and a very early one was at Panhandle L. near Newport, Wash., Feb. 27 (EJL). As many as 81 Bald Eagles were believed present in Lincoln and Sanders counties, Mont., during the winter (DH). Twenty seven were counted in the Adam's R.-Shuswap L. area n. of Salmon Arm, B.C., Dec. 21 (RRH). The Bald Eagle count at Lower McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., Mont., reached a peak of 236 Nov. 4, and the head of L. McDonald in the park recorded 1575 eagle-use-days, the highest ever there (BRM). A wingtagged Bald Eagle, marked in Glacier N.P. in 1979, returned for the 3rd consecutive year to the Lemhi R. near Salmon, Ida. (LH). Kootenai refuge's Bald Eagle nest site was again active, with incubation under way by Mar. 5 (LDN). A nearly all-white Red-tailed Hawk at Toppenish, Wash., Dec. 30 had been reported as a white Gyrfalcon (BB, DG, CR, AS, REW) and a very dark Red-tailed there Feb. 10 probably was a "Harlan's" (CR). Falcon sightings indicated six Am. Kestrels (and "common" in the Columbia Basin), 21 Merlins, five Peregrines, ten Gyrfalcons, and 19+ Prairie Falcons. Ring-necked Pheasants were very scarce in the Idaho Falls, Ida., vicinity (EC), but conversely increased "dramatically" in the Frenchglen, Ore., area, 185 being counted Dec. 18 (CDL). A male Blue Grouse wintered in the town of Invermere, B.C., visiting feeders and eating sunflower seeds (MY). Several White-tailed Ptarmigan wintered on Silver Star Mt., Vernon, a fully treed area some 40 mi from the nearest alpine habitat (PR). A Virginia Rail at Frenchglen Dec. 18 made Malheur's 2rid winter record (CDL) and Vernon had two Dec. 7 (PR). Presence of the species at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., was unusual although not unprecedented (CC, SCa, DHo). Three were heard at Caliche L., 30 mi. e. of Ellensburg, Feb. 16 (EH, GG, S.A.S.). Open water springs at Malheur enticed a Sora, seen Dec. 10 (CDL). A Semipalmated Plover was reported near Enderby, B.C., Jan. 11 (no details supplied) (PL). Two Greater Yellowlegs were at Asotin, Wash., Dec. 13 (C.B.), and two appeared along the Clearwater R. at Lewiston Jan. 24 (RG, MK, PS). Two Lesser Yellowlegs accompanied the regular wintering flock of Greater Yellowlegs at Klamath Falls December to early January for the 2nd winter record since 1978 (SS). Most unusual were 21 Least Sandpipers at Malheur N.W.R., Dec. 15-19 (GI). A Dunlin stayed at Tranquille, B.C., Dec. 28-Jan. 20; the species is very rare there (RRH, RR). Up to 13 Long-billed Dowitchers wintered at Klamath Falls until the freezeup in early January (SS). Vernon had a Mew Gull during December (PR) and 37 were at Kamloops Dec. 28; they normally do not winter there (RRH). Eight California Gulls at Harney L., Malheur N.W.R., Dec. 19 were most unusual (CDL). Lewiston had two Herring Gulls Feb. 22 (C.B.). Herring Gulls numbered 2000 at Kelowna, B.C., Jan. 3, and up to eight Thayer's Gulls were there Dec. 2-Jan. 3 (PR). Apparent latilong firsts were a Herring Gull and several Glaucous-winged Gulls at Ice Harbor Dam on the Snake R., e. of Pasco, Wash., Jan. 24 (KK). Three to four Glaucous-winged Gulls appeared at Kelowna (PR) and four were seen at Kamloops (RRH, PR). A remarkable concentration of gulls at Coeur d' Alene, Ida., Feb. 14 included 30 to 50 Ring-billeds, a few Californias, 350+ Herrings, one imm. Thayer's, one adult and two imm Glaucous-wingeds, and three adult and three imm Glaucous (DF). Hayden L. also had a Thayer's Feb. 17 (PH). Noteworthy were an imm Thayer's and an ad Glaucous Gull at Richland, Wash, Dec 11 (CR) A Glaucous Gull in first-year plumage appeared at Lenore L., Grant Co., Wash. (RF). 

DOVES THROUGH SWALLOWS -- A Ringed Turtle-Dove, presumably an escape, visited a Cranbrook, B.C., feeder in late December (MB). A surprising 25 Mourning Doves fed on the snowy ground at Colburn in n. Idaho in mid-February (DF). Two were seen near Frenchglen Dec. 18 for one of very few winter records at Malheur N.W.R. (CDL). An E. Screech-Owl was reported s. of Lewistown, Mont, Feb. 28 (LKM). Up to three Snowy Owls were sighted in the Reardan-Davenport, Wash., area (JA), and one was reported s.e. of Moses L., Wash. (RF). One appeared in the Bitterroot Valley s. of Missoula, Mont., in December (JS). The only N Hawk-Owl reported was one at Kelowna Jan. 3 (fide PR). A Barred Owl was sighted at Asotin in December (C.B.). Two Great Gray Owls spent the winter at Timber L., Kamloops (RB) A single Great Gray appeared at Tetonia, Ida., in December, the usual influx into that area's bottomlands did not occur (CHT). A pair of these birds was observed twice in February at La Pine, Ore. (HH). An estimated 40 Long-eared Owls wintered in the Frenchtown valley w. of Missoula, Mont. (DHo) Seven Boreal Owls were detected Feb. 26 with the help of taped calls on a 2-hour snowmobile run at Lolo Pass on the Idaho-Montana border. The night run was in 6°F weather and 4-6 ft of snow (DHo, RL, PLW). The only N. Saw-whet Owls reported were two heard near Culdesac, Ida., Feb. 14 (C.B.) A White-throated Swift was heard in the Yakima R. Canyon n. of Yakima, Wash., Feb. 16 (CD). An Anna's Hummingbird stayed at Vernon December to February (PR). Fort Simcoe, Wash., had 10 Lewis' Woodpeckers Feb. 14 (BB, AS, SSt) and one at Salmon, Ida., Dec. 18 was very unusual (HBR). A White-headed Woodpecker was in Madras, Ore., in January. The species is extremely rare in that area (IH). Another one spent the winter on Anarchist Mt. near Osoyoos, B.C. (MF), and one was sighted at Fields Springs S.P., s. of Anatone, Wash., Jan. 7 (CV) A Black-backed Woodpecker was observed Feb. 9 about 40 mi. n.e. of Burns (CCa), and one was found at Kaslo, B.C., Jan 9 (LVD). Downriver from Spokane one was seen in January and February (JA). One sighted Jan. 2 at Fortine, Mont., was the first there since 1983 (WW). The albino Pileated Woodpecker returned to the Libby, Mont., feeder that it frequented last winter (DH). The earliest Say's Phoebe appeared in Asotin Feb 10 (BC). A very early Violet-green Swallow appeared at Coeur d' Alene, Ida., Feb. 24 (MM). 

JAYS THROUGH SHRIKES -- Steller's Jays visited Madras, Ore., where they appear only about once every 5-10 years (IH). A Blue Jay was seen near Frenchglen Dec. 18+ (CDL) and one was sighted at Spokane in January and February (JA). Another stayed in Madras late October to mid-January for the county's first record (KL). The Bitterroot Valley had one much of the winter (BD). A Scrub Jay in Madras Feb. 14 made the county's first (DHr) and two were in Bend Dec. 15+ (TC, DGI) About 100 Com. Ravens scavenged at Coeur d' Alene's landfill Feb. 16 (DF). Mountain Chickadees appeared in Madras; like Steller's Jays, they are rare there (IH). A Chestnut-backed Chickadee wintered in Bend (TC). A Rock Wren lingered among the rimrocks near Harney L., Dec. 19 (CDL). Single Brown Creepers and Winter Wrens were sighted at Sheep Cr, 20 mi. n. of Salmon, Ida. They are rarely seen in that area in winter (HBR). Bewick's Wrens were found at several spots in the Lewiston-Asotin-Wawawai, Wash., area during the winter (m.ob.). Russian olive thickets along Lower Crab Cr., Grant Co., Wash., hosted a Hermit Thrush Feb. 22 (RF) and one was in Clarkston, Wash., Dec. 1 (GAT). Many of this species wintered in the Yakima Valley (Y.A.S.). Frenchglen had a Varied Thrush Dec. 18 for a rare winter record (CDL). A N. Mockingbird, apparently a latilong first, was sighted at Nicola L., Dec. 29-Jan. 10 (RRH, WWe). One mockingbird wintered near Twin Falls, Ida. (JT, CHT), and another was reported at the Ft. Hall Bottoms (TR). Most unusual was a Sage Thrasher near Harney 
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L., Dec 19 (CDL) A Brown Thrasher at Sunriver in early January and later stayed close to where one was found 2 years ago (TC). Fort Hall Bottoms n.w. of Pocatello had a Brown Thrasher Jan. 14 (CHT, m.ob.), and another was reported in Boise, Ida., in January (fide CHT). A few Water Pipits seen Dec. 18 at Frenchglen were presumed to have wintered (CDL), and one was sighted near American Falls Res. on the Snake R. in s Idaho Jan. 21 (CHT). Bohemian Waxwings were common to abundant in most localities. Conspicuous exceptions were the Tricities and Missoula areas, where the birds were decidedly scarce. An albino Bohemian was sighted near Windermere and Wilmer, B.C., in early December (OM, DW). Cedar Waxwings were little noted, although a few scattered flocks appeared in e Oregon and Washington. A N. Shrike appeared at Fortine, Mont., where they have been rarely seen in recent years (WW). Malheur N.W.R. still had Loggerhead Shrikes in late December, and one arrived along lower Crab Cr., Feb. 22 (RF). About 20 N Shrikes wintered at Malheur. A few were reported elsewhere in e. Oregon and Washington. 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES -- Wintering Yellow-rumped Warblers were found in Russian olive thickets in e. Washington: two birds near Ephrata and several along the Dodson-Frenchman Hills road (BJ). One remained at Malheur N.W.R. through Dec. 19 (GI) and one was seen at Sunriver Dec. 12 (DD). A female W. Tanager killed by a cat at Kamloops Dec. 27 furnished the 2nd winter record for that area (EMc). A probable female Black-headed Grosbeak was observed near Ft. Hall, Ida., Dec. 21 (TR). Vernon had a Chipping Sparrow Dec. 11 at the same spot where one was photographed last year (PR). A Fox Sparrow was reported at a Libby feeder Dec. 1 (DH) and one visited a Hayden L. feeder during the winter (PH). A Lincoln's Sparrow appeared at McKay Creek N.W.R., Pendleton, Ore., Feb.4 (KK), and one was at Ft. Simcoe Feb. 14 (BB, AS). A well-described Swamp Sparrow was observed along lower Crab Cr., Nov. 27 (EM). A Golden-crowned Sparrow stayed at Vernon during December (PR) and Sunnyside Dam, Parker, Wash., had 10 Jan. 1 (DG). White-crowned Sparrows wintered in unprecedented numbers at Malheur N.W.R.; 24 were noted near headquarters Dec. 19 (CDL). A few Harris' Sparrows were noted in every state and province of the Region. Two at Libby feeders were worthy of special note (DH), as were three that wintered in the Hood R.-Odell area (DAA). The species was described as "getting to be too common to report" in the Missoula vicinity (PLW). A bird identified as a "White-winged" Dark-eyed Junco, which would be a first for Oregon, visited a Bend feeder Feb. 25+ and was photographed (TC, m.ob.). A lone Lapland Longspur was sighted in the Frenchtown valley w. of Missoula (SG), and one plus a Snow Bunting accompanied a flock of Horned Larks on Michaud Flats n.w. of Pocatello Jan. 7 (CHT, CW). Snow Buntings were mostly very sparsely reported. Exceptions were a flock of 300 at Kamloops Dec. 28 (RRH, EMc), 150 at Lincoln, Mont., Feb. 8 (DHo), and a spectacular migrational movement in the open country w. of Spokane Feb. 15, when numbers were conservatively estimated at 10,000 (JA). Red-winged Blackbirds wintered abundantly in the n. Columbia Basin, where flocks of 200-5000 were noted along Frenchman Hills and Winchester Wasteways (RF). Hundreds wintered in cattle feed lots and at feeders in the Flathead Valley, n.w. Montana (F.A.S.). Ten to 15 Yellow-headed Blackbirds, mixed with large flocks of Red-winged Blackbirds, were sighted several times in the N. Columbia Basin, Wash. (RF). One Yellow-headed Dec. 19 at Malheur N.W.R. was also unusual (CDL), and three with Red-wingeds near Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., Dec. 20+ were the first ever for January or February there (CC, SCa, DHo). A Rusty Blackbird and a Brown-headed Cowbird spent Dec. 9-Feb. 21 at Vernon (PR). Rosy Finches were plentiful in e. Washington and s. interior British Columbia. A few appeared in the Moscow, Ida.-Pullman, Wash., area., and one stayed near Fortine, Mont., for 2 weeks in February. A few were seen near Hines, Ore., Dec. 8. Lac le Jeune near Kamloops had 50 Pine Grosbeaks Jan. 15 (RB) Several Purple Finches at Toppenish Dec 22 supplied the first wintering record in that area (BB, CD, DG, CR, AS) Two Purple Finches visited Vernon feeders Jan. 3 (PR). A male Cassin's Finch at the Yakima R. mouth Feb. 8, for the only report, was unusual (REW). House Finches, rare at Malheur N.W.R. in winter, were sighted there Dec. 19 and Jan. 29 (CDL) Red Crossbills were "virtually absent from many areas" in s. interior British Columbia (RRH). The only other reports were of one bird at a Selah, Wash., feeder Feb. 10 (MS), and one devoured by a N. Pygmy-Owl at a Bend feeder (HH). A few Com. Redpolls appeared in w. Montana, n. Idaho, at Panhandle L., and e. of Davenport, Wash. Most apparently stopped in s. interior British Columbia where 100 were sighted at Kamloops and 275 at Shuswap L. (RRH). A very few Pine Siskins were reported, in Pend Oreille County, Wash., only (SZ). American Goldfinches wintered in larger numbers than usual. Evening Grosbeaks were mostly absent. Best numbers appeared in the Richland area and in the Asotin-Clarkston area. 

ADDENDA -- A pair of Red-throated Loons was observed on Alice L., n.w. corner of Blaine County, Ida., the summer of 1978 (DJ). Some 200 imm Am. White Pelicans were observed at Pelican L., n.e. of Adel, Ore., July 22, 1986 (WHP). A Green-backed Heron at Fields, Ore., in mid-September, 1986, apparently represented the 5th record for s.e. Oregon (CDL). Sandhill Cranes nested successfully in the upper Blackfoot Valley e. of Missoula in 1986 (C.B.) The species also nested at Metcalf N.W.R. (fide PLW). A Ruddy Turnstone was seen at Hart L., Lake Co., Ore., June 4, 1986 (WHP) and another was at Malheur N.W.R., Sept. 6, 1986 (CDL). Bluebird nest box trails, mostly in w. Montana, were highly successful, fledging a total of 6115 Mountain and 1368 Western bluebirds from 2670 boxes for a 35% increase over 1985 (AA, DHs). 

CORRIGENDUM -- Panhandle L., mentioned in AB 40:1231, is not in Idaho but w. of Newport, Wash. 
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The Winter Season, 1986-1987

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
Bill Tweit and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

It was a very mild, dry winter with no prolonged cold snaps, and many lowland areas received no snow at all. As a result, there were good numbers of many lingering species, and very few of the typical northern wanderers. Surprising and exciting, however, were the several far northern, Siberian species present--Steller's Eider, Slaty-backed Gull, Ross' Gull, and Rustic Bunting. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Q.C.I. = Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C.; S.J.C.R=. south jetty of the Columbia River, Ore.; V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS -- Five reports of Yellow-billed Loons, four from s. British Columbia and one from the Q.C.I., were well below the average number of reports for this species. Two sightings of Clark's Grebes from the Vancouver, B.C., area, at Boundary Bay and near Tsawassen (†BK, †GA, †JoAnne MacKenzie) Dec. 7 & 8, may have involved the same individual. This represented only the 2nd provincial record. Other sightings in the Region included singles at Ocean Shores, Wash., Jan. 16 & 20 (G & WH), Forest Grove Sewage Ponds, Ore., Jan. 25 (Linda Weiland, Pat Muller), Reedsport, Ore., Jan. 2 and Port Orford, Ore., Jan. 3 (DF, SH), and Yaquina Bay, Ore., Feb. 7 (Steve Jaggers). This was the largest number of winter records yet for Clark's. There are still no locations in the Region where they are known to occur regularly. A Black-footed Albatross seen 3 mi off Newport, Ore., Jan. 10 (Marvin Penberton, fide HN) furnished one of only three tubenose sightings this winter, other than CBC records. One oiled Mottled Petrel was found dead on the beach near Waldport, Ore., Dec. 15 (RL, fide DFa) for the first winter Regional record since 1978. The other sightings were of live Short-tailed Shearwaters: five at Masset, Q.C.I., Dec. 21 (PH, Charles Bellis) and one Jan. 24 at Florence, Ore. (SH). In contrast to the last several warm winters, Brown Pelicans did not linger in the Region. There was only one report from s. Oregon. 

EGRETS THROUGH DUCKS -- After an excellent fall movement, many Great Egrets wintered in the Region. At least five in Washington was the highest number of wintering individuals ever for that state. Two Green-backed Herons were reported from Vancouver, B.C. (†Chris Harris, †John Reynolds, fide DK). They are rare in winter that far north. There were no Cattle Egret reports this season, even though there was a fairly large fall movement. Black-crowned Night-Herons may be far more common winterers here than is currently thought. It is possible that every major estuary from the Fraser R. south may have a roost. Four night-herons wintered at Reifel I., Delta, B.C. (JI) in the Fraser delta. Up to 14 were noted at a roost on the Skagit estuary, Wash. (Curt Howard et al.). Another newly discovered roost on Tillamook Bay, Ore., had 18 birds Dec. 20 (JG), and 13 used a North Portland, Ore., roost (JG). The ibis (Plegadis sp.) found this fall at Port Hardy, V.I., was reported until mid-March (fide DK). Trumpeter Swans now winter regularly in small numbers in n. Oregon. One flock was noted in Polk (fide BB) and another in Lane (TM). Three wintered in Jackson Bottoms near 
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Hillsboro, Washington (JE, Verda Teale) and three were at Meares L., Tillamook, Jan. 21 (HN). Four reports of Emperor Geese were more than usual. Two were in Oregon, one in the Willamette Valley all winter (fide BB) and the other on the Umpqua R. estuary Dec. 10 (Merle Archie). In Washington, one was in Seattle all winter (m.ob., †EH) and the one found at Post Office L., Clark, this fall was apparently shot nearby by a hunter Dec. 27 (fide HN). Seventeen 'Aleutian' Canada Geese found dead on the beach at Pacific City, Tillamook, Ore., Dec 1 (fide DFa) appeared to have drowned in the surf. Other 'Aleutian' sightings included one at Ankeney N.W.R., Ore., Dec 26 with a yellow leg band (Jan Anderson), another with a blue leg band Jan. 13, and 11 at Salmon River, Ore., Jan. 21 (RL) Up to 20 collared 'Dusky' Canada Geese were noted at 2 locations in the Columbia R. bottomlands, Wash. (IB), where most of the world population of this subspecies winters, although eight 'Duskies' with red neck bands wintered in Victoria, V.I. (BG, Brent Diakow). 'Cackling' Canada Geese were unusually common in the Willamette Valley this winter (HN). We received 6 reports of 'Eurasian' Green-winged Teal, from Vancouver, B.C., south to Florence, Ore., about average for this race. Huge numbers of N. Pintail were noted during December and January in c. Washington, Ore. (DI). Cinnamon Teal, rare winterers, were found at 2 locations in the Region. One male and three females were noted at Reifel I., B.C. (JI), and a pair was in the Columbia R., Wash., bottomlands (IB). The first migrant male Cinnamons were found in mid-February. One female Tufted Duck wintered at Stanley Park, Vancouver (BK), and a first-year male Tufted wintered at Green L., Seattle (m.ob.). Another first-year male was at the Monmouth Sedimentation Ponds, Polk, Ore., Jan. 12-31 (†RG et al.). Three individuals is about normal for a winter here. The Steller's Eider found last fall at Port Townsend, Wash., was reported through Feb. 8 (mob, CP). The 1200 Oldsquaw on Bellingham Bay, Wash., Feb 20 (TW) and 400 on Manzanita Bay, Kitsap, Wash., Feb. 28 (GG) were very large numbers for anywhere in the Region. A Black Scoter flock of 200+ at Lincoln City, Ore., Jan. 24 (DI) was also extraordinarily large in size. Barrow's Goldeneyes have been tagged with nasal disks and nasal saddles during the nesting season in interior British Columbia. One with a blue-green nose clip was noted Jan. 18 in Tacoma, Wash. (CP). A Com. Goldeneye with a nasal saddle, also tagged by the Canadian Wildlife Service, was noted at Shilshole Marina, Seattle, Jan. 18 (Ward Beecher). Buffleheads were thought to be in well above usual numbers in w. Oregon this winter (HN). 

VULTURES TO FALCONS -- Two Turkey Vultures Feb. 18 over Saanich Inlet, V.I. (Barbara Begg), either were wintering birds or were about a month earlier than usual for this area. Three winter records of Turkey Vultures came from Oregon: one in Linn Dec. 31 (fide M & EE) and two in Polk Jan. 14 (PO). The first certain migrants were reported, as usual, in late February Winter Osprey sightings included one Jan. 29 in North Saanich, V.I. (Jerry & Gladys Anderson), one Dec. 20 near Eugene (PS, fide SH), and one Feb. 4 in Linn, Ore. (Ray Valburg, fide M & EE). Record numbers of wintering Black-shouldered Kites were reported from s.w. Washington. There were five near Raymond (BT), two near Tokeland (JB), three s. of Toledo, Lewis (Arden Hagen), and one at the White-tailed Deer N.W.R., Wahkiakum (N. Larson). The bird seen Feb. 6 at Nisqually N W R. (Jennifer Adams) was the farthest north. Kites were reported from at least 14 locations in w. Oregon. Most individuals were in the Rogue R. valley (MM), but fair numbers were found in the Willamette Valley and good numbers were on the coast. Bald Eagles appear annually along the lower Cowlitz R., Wash., in association with the late-winter smelt run. This year 51 were counted along the lower 10 mi of the river during late February (fide IB), many more than normal. Northern Harriers were quite scarce in parts of w. Washington and throughout Oregon (BT, G & WH, DF). The number of Sharp-shinned Hawk reports was average or above in n.w. Washington (D & SS, TW) and w. Oregon (DI). Cooper’s Hawk sightings in Victoria were about half those of last winter (BW) There were 4 sightings of N Goshawk in Washington, 6 in Oregon, and none from British Columbia Two "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks were reported, both from Oregon (BO, ph., M & EE). Rough-legged hawk numbers were low in w. Oregon (DF, BO, JG, DI) and in s.w. Washington, where one observer reported only one-fourth as many as usual (G & WH). A minimum of 47 Peregrine Falcons was reported from throughout the Region, including four thought to be F. p. tundrius. Two of these were from the Victoria area (BW), one from Washington (BT), and one from Oregon (TM). Recent band recoveries indicate tundrius does occur in the Region (Steve Herman). However, since their status here is still unclear and there is wide variation in Peregrine plumages, observers should include notes on facial pattern with any reports of tundrius-type birds. There were reports of eight Gyrfalcons from the Region, the majority from n.w. Washington. This was slightly below recent winters' totals. 

GROUSE TO ALCIDS -- A White-tailed Ptarmigan at 3500' on the undamaged side of Mount St. Helens, Wash., Jan. 4 indicates that some survived the explosion (Mark Chilcote, Steve Bachhuber). Two Sandhill Cranes wintered at Delta, B.C. (WW et al.), far n. of their regular wintering area on Sauvie I, Ore., where a fair-sized flock wintered (HN et al.). A fulva Lesser Golden-Plover with a broken leg was at the Forest Grove Sewage Ponds, Washington, Ore. (DI, †Donna Lusthoff) Jan 10-11. There were few prior winter records from the Region. There were 23 Semipalmated Plovers, an above-average number, reported from the Washington coast (JB, BT). Above-normal numbers were also in the area of Yaquina Bay, Ore. (DFa), and 40 were at Bandon, Ore., Feb. 23 (HN). Only a handful of Greater Yellowlegs reports came from Washington, despite the mild winter. Willets wintered in their usual locations: Yaquina Bay (HN), Willapa Bay (G & WH), and one at Port Angeles (D & SS). There were 2 reports of Whimbrels in the Victoria area, where they are quite rare in winter. One was at Esquimault Lagoon Dec. 17 (J & RS), and the other in Saanich Jan. 21 and Feb. 17 (J & RS). Farther s., individuals often winter at a few consistent locations; one at Port Angeles (D & SS) and another at Tokeland (PM) this season were examples. The composition of the Marbled Godwit/Long-billed Curlew flock of 140+ birds wintering at Tokeland, Willapa Bay, was 75% godwits and 25% curlews (PM, BT). The only other report from the Region of either species was of a curlew at Ocean Shores Dec. 20 and Jan. 16 (G & WH) for the first winter record there. None of the 5 Washington sightings of Ruddy Turnstones included details. This is a rare wintering bird that should be documented. Two unusually large flocks of Surfbirds were of 40 Dec. 7 at Tongue Point, Clallam, Wash. (D & SS) and 120 Jan. 18 n. of Florence, Ore. (TM). There were 3 reports of Red Knots, 2 from Oregon and one from Washington, none with details. Well-documented winter records of Red Knots for this Region are still very scarce. We received only 3 reports of W. Sandpipers from s. British Columbia and three from Washington. As with Greater Yellowlegs and Long-billed Dowitchers, it has been learned that Westerns winter here regularly, but in varying numbers. Tracking annual variation in easily-surveyed wintering populations, such as those of W. Sandpipers, is one of the basic functions of this report. We hope that contributors will continue to record numbers of these shorebirds, even though they have lost some of their "pizzazz" as more has been learned about them. There were 4 Least Sandpiper reports in Washington, all from the outer coast (BT, G & WH). They were unreported elsewhere. Up to 35 Long-billed Dowitchers were reported from the Vancouver, B.C., area (v.o., fide DK), where they are sporadic winterers, indicating a good year there. However, there were only 2 reports from Washington, where they are now regarded as regular winterers. The usual few Red Phalarope sightings were of 14 seen Dec. 3 and one Dec. 21 at the S.J.C.R. (HN). An ad Slaty-backed Gull found Dec. 31 at the Elwha R. 
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mouth, Clallam, Wash. (†JSk) stayed to Jan. 4 (†DP, †EH, m.ob.) at least. Plumage differences indicated that this was a different individual than the bird that appeared this fall at Port Hardy, V.I. This was the southernmost record on the eastern Pacific coast, the first s. of British Columbia, and the 3rd Regional record. Additionally, a dark-backed, pink-legged gull of undetermined species was observed at the Hartland Landfill, Highland District, V.I., Feb. 18 (†BW, Ken Morgan). Three Glaucous Gull reports from the Vancouver area (fide DK), three from the Victoria area (fide DFr), and five in Washington were average numbers for those areas. However, 14+ reports in Oregon (fide HN) represented a big winter for them there. Three Oregon and two Washington records for Black-legged Kittiwake were somewhat below average. A Ross' Gull at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Ore., was discovered by HN Feb. 18, coincident with the first N movements of Bonaparte's Gulls. It was seen through March 2 (fide FIN). This also was the southernmost record for the e. Pacific, and the first s. of Canada. The aesthetic quality of the photographs and sketches of this bird was exceptional. 
[image: ]
Ross' Gull at Yaquina Bay, Ore., Feb. 21, 1987. Photo/Owen Schmidt. 

Flocks of 400 Ancient Murrelets off Ten-mile Point, V.I., Dec. 6 (BG), 300 off Central Saanich Dec. 6 (J & RS), and 200 past Point Wilson Dec. 7 (DBe) indicated a major movement in the e. Strait of Juan de Fuca at that time. Following this, smaller numbers were in Admiralty Inlet through January and there were a few Oregon reports. 

DOVES TO KINGBIRDS -- A White-winged Dove seen in flight Dec. 20 at Wilson Creek meadows near Tillamook provided the 3rd record for Oregon (†JG, DBa, JKe), each of which has been during fall and early winter. Of the amazing 48 W. Screech-Owls found Dec. 27 on the Florence, Ore., CBC, 43 were called out by one fast-moving team working a 9-mi stretch along the N. Fork Siuslaw R. (DF, SH, PP, CB, Matt Hunter). How many are out there in a whole count circle? The Snowy Owl tally on the CBC at Ladner, B.C., is a useful index to annual abundance in the Region. This season five were counted there, vs. five last year and a record high 40 the year before. Six Snowies were spread through w. Washington, with two at Leadbetter Pt. (JB) the farthest south. One of the two on the Skagit flats endured the unseasonable heat until Feb. 15 (BT) for the latest sighting this season. Two Burrowing Owls wintered as usual at the Eugene, Ore., airport (TM). Wintering numbers of this species in the Rogue R. valley of s. Oregon have declined steadily for several years (MM). The only report there this season was of a window-killed bird during January (Roger Schnoes). A Great Gray Owl found Dec. 26 e. of Willow Lake, near Ashland (Ed Abbott, fide MM) was near the established population in the s. Oregon Cascades. A Long-eared Owl seen Dec. 27 in Discovery Park, Seattle, furnished the only report this season of this scarce wintering species (†David Reusser, Don Varekamp). Short-eared Owl numbers in the Vancouver, B.C., area were the lowest in many years (fide DK), and the species was absent or in very low numbers at reporting localities throughout w. Washington and Oregon. Northern Saw-whet Owls began calling somewhat earlier than usual in mid-January and early February at scattered lowland sites--Bainbridge I., Vashon I., and Sequim, Wash., and Rickreall, near Salem, and Mt. Pisgah in Eugene, Ore. A bird thought to be an imm. male Rufous Hummingbird Dec. 9 at a feeder in Corvallis, Ore., was exceptionally late (Don & Elizabeth MacDonald, fide M & EE). Apparently a different bird was also in Corvallis for the CBC. Three male Selasphorus hummingbirds, believed to be Rufous, were found at Brookings in extreme s.w. Oregon, on the early dates of Jan. 15 & 27 (AB, Gary Lester). Otherwise the first arrivals reported were Feb. 19 in Yachats, Ore. (Jim & Janice Gerdemann, fide DFa) and Feb.25 on Vashon I., Wash. (PM). The first male Allen's Hummingbird was noted on schedule Feb. 22 at Azalea Park, Brookings (RG). A White-headed Woodpecker wandered W of its usual range to Takilma, Josephine, Ore., Dec. 9 (Romain Cooper, fide MM). The Black Phoebe found on the Eugene, Ore., CBC was also seen Jan. 10 & 18 (TM). Single Say's Phoebes were also farther n. than usual at Salem Dec. 27 (RG) and Finley N.W.R., Jan. 7 (Karen Raferty, fide M & EE). Another Tropical Kingbird of the annual late fall movement was noted Dec. 7, near Harbor, Curry, Ore. (AB et al.). 

SWALLOWS TO THRASHERS -- A few Tree Swallows had returned early to Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, Wash., by Jan. 23 (Brad Waggoner). One was in the Medford area on the CBC Dec. 27 and four were there Jan. 24 (Otis Swisher). Then Feb. 10 about 100 appeared near Stayton, Marion, Ore. (Platt Davis, fide M & EE), and five were at Reifel I., Delta (Roy Phillips, JI) for the earliest-ever arrival date for the Vancouver, B.C., area. Widespread arrival of the first few Violet-green Swallows was noted Feb. 14-18. A very late Barn Swallow lingered at Tillamook, Ore., until Dec. 20 ( JJ, ph., OS) and a very early one was seen Feb. 12 at Grant's Pass, Ore. (M & EE). Many more Steller's Jays than usual were in the Bellingham, Wash., area this season (TW). Two Blue Jays wintered in Chilliwack, B.C. (Jim & Linda Patterson). A Scrub Jay wandered N to Tacoma, Wash., Dec. 1-6 (George Aulback, fide TB). Another Clark's Nutcracker from the fall flight was well described from just w. of Salem, Ore., Dec. 3 (†PO). The Mountain Chickadees from last fall's invasion remained in the Vancouver, B.C., area and throughout w. Washington. Reports were widespread also in w. Oregon but were considered to be in about normal numbers. A new high count of 1223 Chestnut-backed Chickadees was set on the Victoria, V.I. CBC. Likewise there were high counts nearby of 777 on Saltspring I., 486 at Sooke, V.I., and 472 at Bellingham, Wash. The Chestnut-backed is the predominant chickadee on islands in n. Puget Sound. Only 72 were counted in Vancouver, B.C., and 156 in Seattle, nearby mainland censuses with high observer hours. A White-breasted Nuthatch was observed almost daily near a feeder in Saanich (Betty Pellow, m.ob.) for the 2nd consecutive year that one has wintered on southern V.I. A female or imm Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was found Dec. 6-Jan. 30 on Foster's I., Seattle, for the 3rd record for Washington (†DP, Netta Smith, m.ob.). Another Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was also much farther n. than usual in Medford, Ore., Dec. 27 (fide MM). Large-scale movement of thousands of Am. Robins was noted Feb. 1 & 2 in Ashland, Ore. (MM). Five scattered Townsend's Solitaires were reported, not including CBC sightings, for about a normal number. The five N. Mockingbirds found: near Siletz, Lincoln, and in Salem, Ore. (BB), at the mouth of the Humptulips R., Grays Harbor (G & WH, m.ob.), and in Bellingham, Wash. (TW), and in W. Vancouver, B.C. (†Allen Poynter, m.ob.), with four of these spending the winter at these sites, was also about a normal number for recent years. A Sage Thrasher seen Dec. 6 along the Hylebos waterway in Tacoma furnished the 5th record for w. Washington, and the first outside of late April-early May (†Bob Ramsey). 
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WAXWINGS TO WARBLERS -- Flocks of 100+ Bohemian Waxwings were noted in Ashland and at nearby Roxy Anne Butte during January (Bruce Stewart, Joe Shelton). Seventy were seen at the Toketee R.S., e. of Roseburg, Jan. 29 (DF). Smaller groups were noted at other locales in the interior of s. Oregon during January-February, presumably all having moved W from the Klamath Basin. Single Bohemians were seen to the n. in Florence (SH, DI), near Corvallis (JKr), and on the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash. (GW). Several CBCs in s.w. British Columbia reported normal numbers for that area. A Loggerhead Shrike noted Dec. 20 at Rain River Reserve near Tillamook provided one of very few records for w. Oregon (†Jg, DBa, JKe). Despite the warmer winter, Orange-crowned Warblers were not found in larger-than-usual numbers. There were four sightings in Washington and three on V.I. However, one was much farther n. than usual to Queen Charlotte City, Q.C.I., Dec. 20 (Ruth Wigmore). Certainly the outstanding warbler find of the season was the Lucy's Warbler found at Florence, Ore., Dec. 27 (Al Prigge, Norm Barrett, CB) and seen by many through Jan. 25 (†DF, †SH, ph. OS). This first state record required a flight directly opposite the species normal migratory path, and is difficult to ascribe to a warmer winter than usual. An imm. Nashville Warbler was found the next day in the same area (AC, m.ob.) and also stayed to at least Jan. 18 (JG). Two other Nashville Warblers, scarce wintering birds here, were noted Jan. 11 near the Nehalem, Ore., sewage ponds (†Jack Corbett) and Jan. 15 in Brookings (AB). In addition to the record high 25 Townsend's Warblers counted on the Seattle CBC, four others were found this season in King and more than usual were seen in Whatcom as well (TW). Single Hermit Warblers possibly wintered along the Oregon coast at Florence Dec. 27 (†JKr, fide DF) and at Cutler City, Lincoln, Jan. 24 (†DI, fide DF). A Palm Warbler did winter at Newport, Ore. (RL, m.ob.) and another found Feb. 8 at Nehalem Meadows, Tillamook, could have also (RG, fide BB). Following the several sightings of N. Waterthrushes last fall others were found Dec. 23-Jan. 7 at Alaksen W.R.A., Delta, B.C. (†BL) and Jan. 4-24 at the Skagit flats W.R.A., Wash. (BT et al.). Each bird was along a wooded creek beside a dike. Seven Com. Yellowthroats can undoubtedly be attributed to the warmer winter. Singles were found Dec. 23-Jan. 22 on Reifel I., B.C. (†BL, JI, Eric MacBean), Dec. 28-Jan. 2 in Victoria for the 2nd winter record for V.I. (Keith Taylor, J & RS), Jan. 3 in Kent (EH) and Jan. 4-17 at the Skagit W.R.A. (BT, TS, FM) for the 3rd and 4th winter records for Washington, Dec. 20 in Eugene (PS, Don Shrouder), Dec. 27-Jan. 3 in Port Orford (Dennis Rogers), and Feb. 10 at Forest Grove, Ore. (PP, DF). 

SPARROWS TO FINCHES -- American Tree Sparrows appeared to be present in their usual small numbers. Savannah Sparrows definitely wintered in larger numbers than usual. High counts were of 20 near Parrydale, Ore., Dec. 16 (HN), and nine and 16 on the Skagit fiats, Wash., Jan. 19 and Feb. 7 (DBe). Single Clay-colored Sparrows were sighted Dec. 27 at Sauvie I., Ore. (†JJ, Rob Fergus) and Jan.4 at the Forest Grove, Ore., sewage ponds (JE). Three Swamp Sparrows on V.I. (fide DFr), one Dec. 21 on the Musqueam Indian Res., Vancouver, B.C. (†Richard Cannings), and singles in Aberdeen, Wash., Dec. 6-20 (†BT, JSk et al.) and on the Skagit fiats Jan. 4 (†BT, TS, FM) were more than usual for this portion of the Region. South of the Columbia R. at least eight Swamp Sparrows were noted, from Tillamook, Eugene, Florence, and Harbor. Good details are in hand for most of these sightings. This is one of those species for which identification is potentially difficult enough that sightings should not be taken for granted, despite their almost regular occurrence. Twelve White-throated Sparrows were noted n. of the Columbia R., with two of these n. to the Q.C.I., Dec. 20-21 (PH, MH). In Oregon, White-throateds were "widely scattered and well reported" (HN) as usual. See Oregon Birds 13:91-95, 1987, for distribution maps of the CBC occurrences in Oregon of White-throated and Harris' sparrows and seven other species (AC). Harris' Sparrow numbers continued their steady increase in the Region. This year's conservative total of about 33 sightings was more than double the average of the last 5 years. (See AB 38:351, 1984, for exactly the same statistic at that time.) 

S.A.
The media sensation of the season was the winter-plumaged male Rustic Bunting found Dec. 15 at the Kent, Wash., sewage ponds (†DBe) for the first state record and only the 2nd record for the lower 48 states. From dawn the next day observers logged in from all across the continent (†EH) and numerous photos were taken (DP, PM, JJ). The bunting spent the season with a flock of the slightly-larger Dark-eyed Junco, as had the bird at River Jordan, V.I., in the winter of 1983-1984. Some slight plumage changes were noted by Feb. 8 (†DBe), but at last report on Mar. 22 the bird had not molted.

[image: ]
A Rustic Bunting in a parking lot in Kent, Wash., Dec. 16, 1987. Photo/Dennis Paulson. 

A winter-plumaged female Rusty Blackbird was found Feb. 14+ on Sauvie I. (†JG et al.; †DI, ph. JG, BO) for only the 3rd record for w. Oregon. With that same flock of blackbirds on Feb. 14, there was a female Tricolored Blackbird as well (†JG, Richard Smith, Tim Bickler, JJ, OS), presumably from the recently-discovered breeding colony in nearby Portland. Two other Tricoloreds were noted Dec. 27 in the Medford area (fide MM). An ad male N. Oriole was present Dec. 1 near Harbor, Curry, Ore. (AB, Steve Summers), and another male Northern was noted Dec. 25 in Portland (Barbara Beale). A first-year male oriole of undetermined species was seen Dec. 24-26 in Keizer, Marion, Ore. (†Tom Anderson, Bill & †Louise Loomis). An almost complete failure of the Douglas-fir cone crop was noted this fall on the Oregon coast (TM). This followed a bumper crop year the previous fall and winter, and paralleled production in the Cascades of s. Washington (Chris Chappell). Correspondingly, Red Crossbills were either not commented on or reported as absent or very few in those areas and the Willamette Valley (HN). Pine Siskins were reported to be in lower numbers than usual in these same areas and in Whatcom, Wash. (TW). Both species appeared to be present in normal numbers on V.I. (v.o., fide DFr). 
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Spring Migration, 1987

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION  
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The spring season over the Region was in general markedly warmer than normal and, with few exceptions, drier. Several reporters indicated that the migration was early, up to two weeks for some species. Roberts noted record-early arrivals for 13 species in the Salmon, Idaho, area. On the other hand a few reporters considered the migration timing about normal, e.g. Howie for southern interior British Columbia, Trost for southeastern Idaho, and Balcomb for Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge, Montana. May slowed the later arrivals. Some reporters considered birding poor, the birds just trickling through. On the other hand, exposed mudflats produced many shorebird sightings. Lack of precipitation and a low snow pack in the mountains raised the prospects of a summer with water deficiencies and poor vegetative growth. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Malheur = Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Burns, Ore.; Market L. = Market Lake Wildlife Management Area, Roberts, Ida., Metcalf = Metcalf Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Stevensville, Mont. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Thirty Red-throated Loons on Adams L., n. of Shuswap, B.C., May 17 made a most unusual number (FR). Two Pacific Loons on Douglas L. in the s. Okanagan Valley (DK, WW) and one at Vernon, B.C. (MF), both May 18, were noteworthy. One was reported on L. Koocanusa, Lincoln Co., Mont., Mar. 28-Apr. 3 (and also in October 1986) (MS). Wickiup Res., w. of La Pine, Ore., hosted an awesome 300 Com. Loons Apr. 16 (CM) and 150 were on Twin Lakes Res., n.w. of Preston, Ida., in late April (TF). Wickiup Res. also had an impressive 45 Horned Grebes Apr. 16 (CM). Two of this species at Market L., Apr. 21 were unusual (AM) as were a sighting at Cascade Res., Cascade, Ida., May 3 (LAB) and three at Grandview, Wash., Apr. 21 (CR). A pair of Red-necked Grebes was again nest-building at Silver L., s.w. of Island Park, Ida. (CHT). The count of Am. White Pelicans at American Falls Res. in s. Idaho reached only 60, compared to last year's 1800 (CHT). They arrived at Red Rock Lakes about May 6 (JBa). Double-crested Cormorants appeared in the s. Okanagan valley, where they are decidedly rare: one on Osoyoos L., May 17 (DC), one at Vernon May 18 (DC et al.), and two at Salmon Arm May 28 (RR). One at Mann's L., Lewiston, Ida., Apr. 21 was a rarity (CV). A Least Bittern was heard and seen at Market L., Ida., about Apr. 4 (JS) and heard in mid-May (DB). Four Great Egrets near Osoyoos, B.C., May 12 were the first adequately noted for the Okanagan Valley (EM), and one at Revelstoke, B.C., May 27 was the first for that area (fide RRH). One at Wasa, B.C., May 14 also was apparently that area's first (fide MVW). Ten Great Egrets at a heronry in the Yakima, Wash., area May 9 (Y.V.A.S.) were notable, as were five at Sunriver, Ore., May 23-25 (JB, DD), three at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., May 20 (REW), and one near Lowden, Wash., Apr. 26-27 (SM, CM, KK). Four Great Egrets at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., May 3 were rarities there (WRR) as was one at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., May 11 (FBH). One at Cougar Bay, Coeur d' Alene L., was the latilong's 3rd (SHS). Three Snowy Egrets at Sunriver May 23-25 were Deschutes County's first (JB, DD), and one at Walla Walla, Wash., Apr. 23+ was unusual (KK). The nesting group of Cattle Egrets was back at American Falls Res. (CHT), and a sighting came from Grays L., s.e. Idaho (SB). A few were reported at Malheur. Single Green-backed Herons were sighted near Mosier, Ore., May 12-13 (DL) and at the mouth of the Hood R., Ore. (DAA). Up to 22 White-faced Ibises were sighted flying over the Pasco-Richland-Wallula, Wash., area around May 19 (REW, KK, TG). Remarkable were up to nine of this species at Columbia N.W.R., May 9-19 (DG, WRR, JS). Also highly notable were one near Helena, Mont., May 2-3 (GH) and two at Mann's L., May 18-21 for the first sighting ever there (MCr, MK, LL, PP, LP, CV). A flock of five at Red Rock Lakes May 6 was noteworthy (JBa). Metcalf had three May 18 (DH). 
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WATERFOWL, HAWKS -- The May 22 aerial survey of the Centennial Valley-Red Rock Lakes area found 204 Trumpeter Swans, an increase over last year. Wallula, Wash., had a surprising 28 Mar. 7 (KK). Four of the big birds appeared at Mann's L., Mar. 31 (CV, MCr); two were still there Apr. 2 (CV, LP, MK). One visited the Long Creek, Ore., sewage ponds May 3 for supposedly the first record there (G.C.B.C.). Two Greater White-fronted Geese at Tygh Valley, Ore., Mar. 18 made a latilong first (DL). One was sighted in the Frenchtown valley w. of Missoula, Mont., Apr., 2 (DH), and Oyama, B.C., had one Mar. 22 (PR). Kamloops, B.C., reported a Snow Goose Mar. 5 (SRo), and Mann's L. had up to six in April (C.B.). Some of these birds passed through Red Rock Lakes Mar. 15. A flock of 55 Snow Geese at Metcalf Apr. 2 contained three Ross' Geese (C & MC), and Walla Walla had a Ross' and a Brant Apr. 18- 19 (KK, CA, SM). Northern Pintails peaked at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., at only 1600 compared to 4500 in 1986. One or two Eur. Green-winged Teal appeared at Miller I., s. of Klamath Falls, Ore., in March (SS). A hybrid Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal photographed on the Owyhee R. w. of Adrian, Ore., was seen for 2½ weeks beginning Apr. 30 (MJ). Eurasian Wigeon is becoming a regular, although rather rare, migrant in the Region. The most notable were one at Wasa for the first record for the East Kootenay district (LH) and one in n.w. Montana that had a mate believed to be of the same species (DH, DT). A male Harlequin Duck on the Columbia R. at the Yakima R. delta in mid-May provided the first record there (BTh, REW). A female Oldsquaw at Market L., Apr. 5 was quite unusual (AM). Thirty Oldsquaws, 100+ Surf Scoters, and 100+ White-winged Scoters were sighted near Riske Cr., B.C., May 19 (PR). Six White-winged Scoters were seen May 22-24 at Stump L., s. of Kamloops, B.C. (DP), and three flying W over McNary May 20 were very unusual (REW). One near Pocatello, Ida., was likewise unusual (CHT, m.ob.). Vernon, B.C., had five Red-breasted Mergansers Mar. 28 (PR). At least 2 pairs of Ospreys were nesting on artificial structures along the Salmon R. near Salmon, Ida. (LHa). The Bald Eagle pair at Kootenai N.W.R. hatched two young by about Apr. 7, and the pair on nearby Kootenai R. also hatched two (LDN). The resident pair at Wasa was not successful, however (MVW). Mosier, Ore., had an adult Mar. 17 (DL). 

GROUSE THROUGH CRANES -- The Yakima, Wash., Firing Center reported 300 Sage Grouse at about 5 leks (fide DG). The Nature Conservancy has acquired habitat at Roosville, B.C., and augmented the small flock of Sharp-tailed Grouse there with birds from Cranbrook, B.C. (PLW). Fifteen Wild Turkeys from near Creston, B.C., have been transplanted to the Bummers Flats area near Wasa. In the Wends Cr. area s w. of Ellensburg, Wash., a total of 30 turkeys was sighted (BR, EJ), but only one was seen in the Nile, Wash., area where they were introduced several years ago with little success (DG). Up to seven turkeys were observed at the Summit of Craig Mt. near Waha, Ida. (SSm, C.B.). Northern Bobwhite appeared in a College Place, Wash., yard (RL), and several were heard and seen at Two Rivers Habitat Management Unit down the Columbia R. from McNary N.W.R. (REW). A female Gambel's Quail perched on a post along Tammany Cr., w. of Lewiston, May 3 (WH, CV). A Virginia Rail at Riske Cr., May 10 apparently made a latilong first (PR). Kamloops recorded 1000+ Sandhill Cranes Apr. 20 (RRH) and Red Rock Lakes noted 153 May 14. Sandhills again nested at Metcalf, where newly-hatched chicks were seen June 1 (DH). Four in a meadow at Forest Grove, B.C., May 22 were possibly breeders (DP). A Greater Sandhill made a rare appearance at Columbia N.W.R., May 5 (WRR). Twelve Whooping Crane eggs brought from Canada and placed in Sandhill Crane nests at Grays L., Ida., had all hatched by early June. Eighteen ad Whoopers had returned to there and to w. Montana and w. Wyoming. All that returned to Grays L. were males (RD). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Black-bellied Plovers showed up May 3 at Springfield Bottoms near American Falls Res and peaked at 18 (CHT). The only other sighting was of one at Metcalf May 21 (PLW). A Snowy Plover at 

S.A.
Black-necked Stilts showed up in numerous places, often in high numbers, and made some giant strides northward. For what were apparently British Columbia's first, five were at Ashcroft and one near Okanagan Falls in late April and one s. of Kamloops May 1 (IB). A flock of 20 at Kootenai N.W.R., Apr. 19 (LDN) made the refuge's first record. One at Swallow's Park, Clarkston, Wash, Apr. 16 (RM) was the first for that locality and also apparently n. Idaho's first. Several other sightings were subsequently obtained in the Clarkston-Lewiston vicinity, with up to six birds seen (m.ob.). Wawawai County Park on the Snake R., Wash., had five Apr. 25 (KP). The Potholes area near Othello, Wash., where the species is quite regular, had sightings of up to 40 in early May (JBu, WRR, Y.V.A.S.), and 3 broods were found along Frenchman Hills Road w. of there (BT). The Yakima R delta had at least 28 for Woodley's highest ever there. Sightings were also made in the Walla Walla and Walla Walla R. delta areas (CA, SM, ES), at Ephrata (JB), Grandview (CR, ASt), Mabton (CR), St. Andrews (WD), and Priest Rapids Dam (LS), all in Washington. Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, Mont., had six (DT), and Bend, Ore, had three for one of very few sightings there (TC). One was reported near Burns, Ore. (C & MCo), and two appeared at Ft. Boise Wildlife Management Area, Canyon Co., Ida. (MJ).

the Walla Walla R. delta, Wallula, Apr. 27-28 was apparently e. Washington's 2nd (REW, KK, BT, m.ob.). Three were reported on Springfield Bottoms May 3 (DP) Four Am. Avocets appeared at Kelowna, B.C. (DC). Eleven were counted at Kamloops May 16 (MJo), and a pair there May 18, with the female incubating, provided the province's 2nd nesting record (DF, RRH). A big 80 appeared at the Yakima delta (REW). Bend had 23 avocets, an astounding number there (TC). One at Kootenai N.W.R. was a rarity (LDN). Up to three Solitary Sandpipers at 3 small lakes 19 mi s. of 100 Mile House, B.C., May 22-23 were presumably breeding (DP). A single bird was sighted near Midland, Ore., Apr. 28-30 for an unusual spring record (SS). Rare sightings of single Willets came from Columbia N.W.R. (WRR) and College Place (KK). The traditional Upland Sandpiper nesting grounds in the Spokane Valley had thus far yielded sightings of three birds (LT). Single birds were seen twice in early May at Malheur (RV, MR), and the species was noted in the Bear Valley nesting area, Seneca, Ore., May 7 (CC). A single bird was seen along Hwy 55 in Valley County May 21 for Idaho's only report (D & CG). A Whimbrel was at Metcalf May 22 for the 3rd record there (DH) and one at Osoyoos May 17 was apparently British Columbia's 2nd for the interior (MF). A Long-billed Curlew was at Hatfield L., Bend, for only the 2nd local record (BL). One appeared at Kootenai N.W.R., where the species has been seen only 3-4 times in the last 9 years (LDN). Flocks of 30 and 40 Marbled Godwits were recorded at Mud L. and Malheur L, respectively, at Malheur N.W.R., May 7 (GI, DP), and one was seen at Mugwump L. in the Warner Basin n. of Plush, Ore, May 28 (DP1M, S). At Red Rock Lakes a flock of 24 was sighted May 6 (JBa). Metcalf had one Marbled Godwit Apr. 22 (C & MC). Riske Cr. had a Ruddy Turnstone May 19 (PR) and one was near Aberdeen, Ida., May 16 (CHT, CW, DB, BJ). A Red Knot appeared at Springfield Bottoms May 21 (DB, m.ob.). Hatfield L. hosted 25 Dunlins May 17, for the most ever seen in the county--and more than all previous records combined! (TC). That lake also had a Short-billed Dowitcher May 3 (TC), as did Riske Cr., May 19 (PR). Flocks of 14 and five Long-billed 
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Dowitchers at Red Rock Lakes May 11 were the latilong's first (JBa) A Red Phalarope visited the Long Creek sewage ponds May 3 for the latilong's first (G.C.B.C.).

GULLS THROUGH OWLS -- Five Franklin's Gulls at Vernon May 18 were noteworthy (DC). A flock of 25 nonbreeding-plumaged Bonaparte's Gulls was sighted at the Hood R. mouth Ore., May 16 (DAA). One at Mann's L. was unusual (CV). The latest sighting of a Mew Gull at the Hood R. mouth was Mar. 14 (DAA). A near-ad W. Gull was carefully observed at the Hood R. mouth May 16 (DAA, JD). The bird that visits American Falls Dam, Ida., was seen only once, Apr. 17 with an ad Herring Gull (CHT, CW). Vernon had a Glaucous-winged Gull May 24 (MC, RC). Three Caspian Terns at Mann's L., May 18 were noteworthy (MK, LL, PP). Two Forster's Terns at Vernon May 17 were that area's first (DC, MC, WW et al.). Four migrant Forster's were at the Hood R. mouth May 16 (DAA). Single Band-tailed Pigeons were observed Apr. 18 at Armstrong, B.C. (PR), and near Burns May 13 (BHo). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo lingered at Rupert, Ida., for the only report (WHS). A Com. Barn-Owl was sighted near The Dalles, Ore., May 12-13 (DL) and another along Hwy 197, Wasco Co., Ore. (PM, LW). Single Flammulated Owls appeared at Malheur May 24 (PM, LW), near Nile, Wash., May 17 (BB, ASt, SSt), and at Panhandle L., w. of Newport, Wash., May 21 (EJL). Nine were reported at Kamloops (RRH). Burrowing Owls in the Walla Walla area were cause for concern, as most of their former habitat has been plowed under--only 2 sites were found (SM). At least two returned to the release site near Osoyoos and one was back at the Cache Cr., B.C., release site (RRH). Three "new" pairs of Spotted Owls were located in the White Pass-Chinook Pass area in and near Mt. Rainier N.P., Wash. (SSt), and a pair was heard in the vicinity of Leavenworth, Wash. (CS, m.ob.). A pair of Barred Owls frequented the Little Naches R. drainage n.w. of Yakima May 6 (SSt) and one that visited the University of Montana campus, Missoula, Apr. 16 became something of a celebrity (SG). Two were found 60 min. of Revelstoke, B.C. (PRS), and several Barred Owls responded in the Lolo Pass area on the Idaho-Montana border, w. of Missoula (DH). A Great Gray Owl appeared near Philipsburg, Mont., in late May (SG) and two were near Pinantan, B.C., regularly (RRH). The cottonwood bottoms s. of Tetonia, Ida., yielded one Great Gray sighting (CHT, CW). Their numbers seemed to be down in the Island Park, Ida., area (fide CHT). Fifty-seven different Long-eared Owls were located in the Frenchtown and Flathead Valleys w. and n.w. of Missoula (DH). A pair of these birds, rarely reported in Klamath County, Ore., nested near Bonanza in a pine forest (SS). Two Short-eared Owls, always rare in the Helena Valley area, were apparently feeding nestlings there (GH). Lone Boreal Owls were reported along Ball Cr. Road n.w. of Bonnets Ferry, Ida. (PRS), and n.e. of Vernon (ETJ). Seventeen territorial male Boreal Owls responded to calls played in the Lolo Pass area during late winter and spring (DH). A pair of N. Saw-whet Owls with three or four young was observed at Lower Granite Dam campsite on the Snake R. near Wawawai, Wash., May 18 (KM, OF). Another pair brought off four young in Umatilla County, Ore. (KK). 

SWIFTS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- A Black Swift appeared at Metcalf May 27 (PLW). A female Black-chinned Hummingbird visited a Bend feeder in late May (TC, CM) and six were at Fields, Ore., May 23-24 (TC, JG). Two territorial male Anna's Hummingbirds frequented the campground at Lyle, Wash., in May (KK, BT) and one Anna's was sighted at Tieton, Wash., May 15 & 28 (NV). Presumably the same Costa's Hummingbird returned Mar. 30 to the same Bend feeder as it has for 3 previous consecutive years (G & CR). Another bird was at a Sunriver, Ore., feeder Apr. 26 (NH, TK)--one was seen there 2 years earlier. A 3rd was found at Tumalo S.P. near Tumalo, Ore. (TC), and a 4th in La Pine May 7-12 (HH). A Costa's Hummingbird visited a Lillooet, B.C., feeder for the province's 4th record (MB) A La Pine feeder had a male Broad-tailed Hummingbird May 7 & 18 (HH) and one was at Fields, Ore., May 23-24 (TC, JG). Sightings of Lewis' Woodpeckers at Red Rock Lakes in late April and May were apparently the latilong's first (JBa). Except for a report from near Ketchum, Ida., the species was noted only at several localities in n.c. Oregon. A rare sighting was of a Williamson's Sapsucker n. of Merritt, B.C., May 27 (DF, RRH). Up to 4 pairs were reported in The Dalles watershed area, Hood River Co., Ore., in May (DAA). Three-toed Woodpecker was sighted in Hood River County May 11 (DL) and Black-backed Woodpecker at Idylwild Park n. of Burns( DL, VT) May 28-29, both supposedly latilong firsts. Malheur was visited by a Least Flycatcher May 25 (TC, JG, HN) and one was sighted at Vernon May 17 & 31 (PR, WW) A Hammond's Flycatcher in the Snowy Mts. s. of Lewistown May 24 was the latilong's first (LKM). Sightings of birds thought to be Hammond's, Dusky, and Gray flycatchers, new for Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima Co., Wash., were of single birds May 23 (ASt, BB). Gray Flycatchers were back in the Oliver, B C, area where they were found breeding in 1986 (DC). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was seen May 16 in Hood River County, where rare (DAA). An unnamed observer reported a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in the Phillipsburg latilong, Mont., no details supplied (fide CP). A male Purple Martin was near Cascade Locks, Ore., May 16 (DAA). A Bank Swallow colony along the Snake R. near Nyssa, Ore., probably numbered 5000+ birds (MJ). 

JAYS THROUGH MIMIDS -- Four Gray Jays at Idylwild Park May 28-29 were the latilong's first (DL, VT). Two Blue Jays that wintered at Kimberley were still there Apr. 19 (MVW) A Scrub Jay at Pine Grove, Ore., May 25 was the observer's first at that location (DAA). A Canyon Wren in the Tygh Valley e. of Mt. Hood Mar. 18 made a latilong first (DL). A Bewick's Wren at Sportsman's S.P., Yakima, was the first sighted there in 4 years. One was also sighted at Toppenish N.W.R. The species has decreased drastically in the Yakima Valley in the last 6 years (ASt, BB). Conversely, nesting Bewick's continued to increase at Walla Walla (SM). A singing male of this species was observed at Asotin Slough Mar. 11 (MK, PP), and one bird was found at Arrow, 11 mi e. of Lewiston, Apr. 2 (C.B.) An Am. Dipper at Columbia N.W.R., May 26 was the refuge's first (SA). A male Blue-gray Gnatcatcher sang at Hagelstein County Park n. of Klamath Fails May 8 for a new. location in s. Klamath County, Ore., where the species is now regular (SS). Nestling W. Bluebirds occupied a nest box at Wolf Creek, Mont. (fide SJ), and the species was reported nesting in boxes along the Dearborn R. to the n. of there (DF). These birds are rare e. of the Continental Divide. A migrating Varied Thrush at Market L., Apr. 4-5 was a rarity (WR, AM). College Place had a N Mockingbird Apr. 9 (KK). The bird that wintered at Twin Falls, Ida., lingered at least until April (CHT), and a territorial pair was mimicking just about everything in Curlew National Grassland, Holbrook, Ida. (CHT, CW). One was sighted near Sweetwater, Ida., May 24-28 (SSm, LL, PS, CV). Singles appeared at Malheur May 1 and at Alvord Hot Springs n. of Fields, Ore., May 15 (fide AS). One was at Sunriver, Ore., for the first acceptable county record there (DD). A Curve-billed Thrasher photographed at Twin Falls, Ida., Apr. 11 was the state's first. It had wintered at a feeder there, and reportedly one was seen in Boise during the winter (CHT). 

VIBEOS, WARBLERS -- A singing Philadelphia Vireo was again sighted at Panhandle L., Apr. 28 (EJL)A. Tennessee Warbler was identified in Glacier N.P., Mont., May 25 (SG) and one appeared at Malheur May 24 (fide AS). One was sighted near Kelowna, B.C., May 7 (fide BH) and two were n. of Clearwater, B.C., May 23 (TG). A Magnolia Warbler showed up at Fields May 26 (HN). Four Black-throated Gray Warblers were sighted at Mill Cr. near The Dalles May 12-13 (DL) and single birds appeared at Skull Springs e. of Riverside, Ore., May 13 
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(CC, PMa) and at Page Springs, Frenchglen, Oreg, May 21 (PS). A male was at the Teanaway R. mouth near Cle Elum, Wash, May 23 (BT). The species was also noted in Mt. Hood N.F., May 16 (PM, LW). Idylwild Park had a Townsend's Warbler May 28-29 (DL, VT). Hermit Warblers were observed in Hood River County (PM, LW, DL), along Hwy 26, Wheeler Co., Ore. (PM, LW), and at Malheur (fide AS). A Black-and-white Warbler was identified at Asotin Slough June 2 (MK, LL, MLP, PS) and another was at Roaring Springs Ranch s. of Frenchglen May 30 (TC, JG). A 3 Black-and-white at Argonne Nat'l Laboratory w. of Idaho Falls, Ida., about May 12 was the first for that area (AM, fide EC). An Am. Redstart at Bend May 22 was unusual (TC, C & AE). An Ovenbird was sighted at Malheur May 23-24 (fide AS). Another Ovenbird in the Snowy Mts. s. of Lewistown, Mont., was more to be expected (LKM). A N. Waterthrush visited a Walla Walla yard May 25 for the 2nd consecutive spring (SM). Malheur had one May 16 (MR) and Fields, one May 29 (fide AS). A male sang in Manning P.P., B C., May 24 (DP). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- A female Scarlet Tanager was photographed May 31 at Pike Cr., Alvord Desert, Harney Co., for Oregon's 4th (TC, TB, JG). Two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks appeared at Rupert (WHS) and one was sighted at Pike Cr., May 25-27 (fide AS). A male Black-headed Grosbeak at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida., May 25 added the species to the refuge's list (MJ). A male Lark Bunting, accidental in British Columbia, sang at Riske Cr., May 27 for that area's first (PR). A White-throated Sparrow at the Boise-Cascade campground on Wends Cr., n.w. of Yakima, May 25 provided the first record there in 30 years (EJL). Washtucna, Wash., had one Apr. 21 (BT) and one was at Malheur May 2-3 (JBo). The only Golden-crowned Sparrow reports were of singles at Vernon Mar. 28- Apr. 11 (MC) and s.e. of Othello May 9 (WRR). A very few Harris' Sparrows were reported for s. interior British Columbia, e Oregon, and e. Washington. Of special note was one s.e. of Othello May 2 (WRR). A McCown's Longspur was discovered in a flock of Horned Larks near Henrys L., n. of Island Park, about Apr. 19 (JT, BW). Twenty Lapland Longspurs were sighted in the Knutsford area Mar. 15 (RRH) and nine at Riske Cr., Apr. 21 (PR). A male Bobolink was photographed at Market L., May 16 (S.R.A.S., fide EC). A male Great-tailed Grackle was eating French fries at a Union Gap, Wash., drive-in May 25-these modern bird tourists!--for apparently the state's first record (WC, JW). Common Grackles are firmly established in s.e. Idaho, being seen in some numbers in Ashton, Driggs, Pocatello, Rifle, and Soda Springs (fide CHT). A Hooded Oriole, e. Oregon's first, came to a Klamath Falls hummingbird feeder May 2-3 (SS). A Brambling was photographed "still at a feeder" at Scotch Cr. near Chase, B C , in early March (SR) Purple Finches were reported in Hood River, Wasco, Wheeler, and Grant counties, Ore. (DL,P M, LW). A Lewiston feeder had a carefully-described male Apr. 16-22 (CG, CV, m.ob.). Two males and a female were sighted at College Place Apr. 17 (KK) and a few were seen in the Wenas Cr. area (ASt, BE, DG). One was reported along the N. Fork of the Owyhee R., s.w. Ida. (D & CG). A Com. Redpoll was observed at Hines, Ore., Mar. 31 (MW) and a group of eight was found at Ashton Mar. 29 (CHT, CW). Five Lesser Goldfinches were reported at Page Springs May 15 (fide AS) and one was reported 6 mi upstream from that place May 21 (PS). One at Walla Walla May 3 was the latilong's first (SM) 
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Spring Migration, 1987

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION - 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. and Bill Harrington-Tweit 

It was an early, warm spring in the Pacific Northwest. The temperature at the Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver weather stations averaged several degrees warmer than usual each month. Combined rainfall at the three stations was about normal, but it fell on fewer days, so the season felt dry as well as warm. Adding spice to the relatively quiet and generally early migration were Magnificent Frigatebirds from the tropics, a Common Grackle from back east, and Costa's Hummingbirds, a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and Black-throated Sparrows from the southwest. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Q.C.I. = Queen Charlotte Is., B.C.; S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R., Ore.; V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH STORM-PETRELS -- The early May peak in the N migration of Pacific Loons was marked this season by 2000 seen May 3 at Reifel I., Delta, B.C. (JI), "hundreds" passing Ocean Shores, Wash., May 8 (G & WH), and "very heavy movement in early May" at the S.J.C.R. (HN). Five Yellow-billed Loons were scattered from Garibaldi, Ore., to Skidegate, Q.C.I., during March and April. During May 9-17 an apparent passage of Yellow-billeds was noted with singles found at the S.J.C.R. (†HN), the mouth of the Necanicum R., Clatsop, Ore. (†JG, †HN, ph. JG, J. Kemp), well offshore Westport, Wash. (BT, TW), and at Discovery Park, Seattle (†DB). Single Clark's Grebes were reported during March at Yaquina Bay (DFa, D. Lusthoff), Mar. 11 in Charleston, Ore. (S. Summers, T. Crabtree, HN), and Mar. 28 at Westport (P. Osburn, fide HN) and Mar. 29-Apr. 6 in Seattle (D. Granstrand, †DB). The latter two provided only the 6th and 7th records for w. Washington. A Laysan Albatross was seen Apr. 30-May 2 about 40 mi due w. of Florence, Ore. (SA, G. Steiger), among an estimated 500 Black-footeds there. Pelagic birding forays May 10 about 45 mi out of Westport, Wash. (TW) and 20 mi out of Hammond, Ore. (DFi, JE) noted 24 and five Black-footeds, respectively, lower than usual numbers for those areas. Counts of N. Fulmars on those trips were normal, with 129 off Westport and about 40 at the mouth of the Columbia R. Likewise for Pink-footed Shearwaters with 25 off Westport, one off Hammond, and one to six per day during Apr. 27-May 4 at 20-50 mi offshore (SA). No Flesh-footed Shearwaters were noted, and Sooty Shearwaters were abundant as usual. SA noted three Short-tailed Shearwaters Apr. 27-30 about40 mi w. of Florence, Ore., and one May 6 about 20 mi off Leadbetter Pt., Wash. Also one or two were "well-seen" out of Hammond May 10 (DFi, T. Lund, JE). A Leach's Storm-Petrel, not often seen from shore, was observed Apr. 19 from the Ocean Shores, Wash., jetty (†B. & G. Reichert, R. Wright). 

PELICANS THROUGH IBISES -- Single Brown Pelicans had arrived at Bandon, Ore., by Apr. 5 (Betty Smith, fide LT) and at Cape Meares by Apr. 8 (DI). Several were noted May 7-10 at the S.J.C.R. and 20+ passed there May 29 heading into Washington (HN). An imm. Magnificent Frigatebird stayed Mar. 7-11 in the Charleston boat basin, Coos Bay (BF, D. Edwards, m.ob.), for one of very few Oregon records. Photos by OSc showed the white head and partial breastband, ageing it as a first-stage juvenile (Harrison 1983, Seabirds, p. 310+) and eliminating Great Frigatebird. An ad female Magnificent Frigatebird was reported Mar. 4 s. of Yachats, in Lane, Ore. (Martha Sawyer et al.), and Mar. 5 from 2 nearby locations in coastal Lincoln (fide ME). This could have been the bird reported to Mar. 19 at Cannon Beach, Clatsop (fide DFa). Following record numbers of Great Egrets in Washington this winter, there were more than usual spring reports also. Multiple sightings of one to two Great Egrets were obtained during May at about 7 locations in the Vancouver, B.C., area (JI, †WW, m.ob.). A Great Egret seen Apr. 29-May 3 at Cowichan estuary furnished the 9th record for V.I. (fide DFr, ph. E. Lofroth). Five roosted in the large Great Blue Heron rookery on Samish I., Skagit, Wash., throughout May, but no further indication of nesting was obtained (Lisa Nielsen). Single Snowy Egrets remained at Yaquina Bay, Ore., until May 8 (R. Olsen,
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An Immature Magnificent Frigatebird at the Charleston Boat Basin Coos Co., Ore., Mar. 9, 1987. Photo/Owen Schmidt. 
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fide DFa), appeared briefly at Ocean Shores, May 6-7 for the 6th record for w Washington (M. McCallum, ph.), and visited Saanich May 14-27 for the 3rd record for V.I. (G. Calvert, J. Tatum, m.ob., ph. DFr). One to two Cattle Egrets along the Coquille R., s. Oregon, Mar. 11-13 (M. Archie, JE, D. Anderson) were unusual for spring. Two to six Black-crowned Night-Herons at Somenos L., near Duncan, May 6-31 (AM, RS, B. Diakow, m.ob.) provided only the 3rd record for V.I., and the first involving more than one bird. The White-faced Ibis that wintered at Port Hardy, V.I., was last observed Mar. 16 (D. Solecki, C. Aitchison) and had begun molting into recognizable breeding plumage. An amazing flock of 29 White-faced Ibises flew S along North Spit at Coos Bay, Ore., May 11 (LT, BG). A White-faced Ibis seen May 28 at Steigerwald L., near Vancouver, Wash. (MH, Bob Bicknell), furnished the 5th record for w. Washington. 

WATERFOWL -- At least 5000 Greater White-fronted Geese passed N over Toketee R.D. on the slopes of the Cascades e of Roseburg, Ore., between Apr. 27-May 3 (DFi). This must be a major flight route for the species. A flock of 75 at the S.J.C.R., Apr. 22 (HN) provided the only other report of more than 30 individuals. Based on near-daily censuses, the departure of Snow Geese from Reifel L., Delta, B.C., was more or less gradual through mid-April, with 2000 remaining Apr. 25 (JI). The next day only 200 were present and the last sighting of any was May 1. A Ross' Goose that wintered on Finley N.W.R., Ore, was last seen Mar. 4 (R. Aarons et al., fide TM & ME). An Emperor Goose that wintered near Salem stayed until Mar. 3 (J. Anderson, BB). The Emperor Goose in Seattle was last seen Mar 16, but by then had become tame enough to eat bread from the hand and many observers doubted its wild origin. High counts of Brant from n.w. coastal Oregon, coastal Washington, and the Vancouver, B.C., area all were Apr. 22-25. A yellow neck-collared "Cackling" Canada Goose was sighted Apr 20 in the San Joaquin Valley of California (fide MH) and Apr 27 at Kent, Wash. (DB). Eight Eur. Green-winged Teal reports, a normal number, were spread throughout the Region. A very early male Blue-winged Teal was sighted Feb. 28 on Green L., Seattle (TH, JP), followed by early pairs Mar. 31 near Newport, Ore. (D. Snow, fide DFa) and Apr. 5 near Carnation, e. of Seattle (Bob Pepper). Widespread arrival was in late April-early May, slightly earlier than usual. Cinnamon Teal appeared throughout the Region earlier than usual also, with first reports in late March-early April. The 26 male Eur. Wigeon Mar. 5 with 1000 Am. Wigeon on the Samish flats, Wash., furnished the high count (GG). A conspecific pair of Eurasians was noted in Victoria Mar. 16 (RS). The female Tufted Duck that wintered in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C., was last seen Mar. 1 (M. Gebauer), and a female Tufted Duck was seen Mar. 6 at Ocean Shores (G & WH). Single male Tufted Ducks made appearances Mar. 28 on the Duncan, V.I., sewage ponds (H. van der Pol, KT) and May 3 on Esquimalt Lagoon, V.I. (J. & G. Anderson, C. Harper). The male at Green L., Seattle, seen almost daily until Apr. 12 (m.ob., ph.), had a dark gray back and short tuft and its possible hybrid origin is being argued A subad male King Eider stayed May 4-11 on Birch Bay, Whatcom, for the 3rd spring record for Washington (†Paul Sullivan, m.ob.). 

VULTURES THROUGH COOTS -- The major movement of Turkey Vultures noted this season, totaling 172 birds, passed the Ashland, Ore., area Mar. 13-23 (MM). First arrivals on V.I. and in the Vancouver, B.C., area were in late March. Ospreys returned on schedule in late March-early April to an increasing number of nest sites. Black-shouldered Kite nesting locations in the Region are either very few or very well hidden. A pair at the Raymond, Wash., airport was seen in various stages of courtship behavior, but only up to May 17 (BT, T. Burger, J. Palmer), and no nest has been found. A N. Harrier nest with 5 eggs was located May 12 near Steigerwald L., e. of Vancouver, Wash. (WC, ph.). A Cooper's Hawk was found at a nest on Neil Mt., near Ashland, Ore, Mar 31 (S. Shane, fide MM), and a pair was calling near last year's nest site in Saanich, V.I., Apr 26-May 5 (BW). The "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk on Sauvie I, near Portland, stayed to at least Mar. 7 (Bob O'Brien). Two "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks were noted Mar. 13 near Stanwood, Wash. (Bud Anderson). Very few Rough-legged Hawks were reported, and the one seen May 6 near Bellingham, Wash, was very late (BT, TW, GW). The 30+ Merlins and 27+ Peregrine Falcons reported were about normal numbers for the season. However, excluded from this rough index of sightings were the ever more numerous nesting pairs of Peregrines in the Region. Appropriate secrecy and vagueness accompany this information, but there are possibly 6 active eyries in w. Oregon (fide DFi). The equally politically sensitive Gyrfalcon was reported only from the wide arc of its regular hunting habitat stretching from Boundary Bay, B.C., through the Samish and Skagit fiats to Dungeness, Wash. The last sighting was Apr. 12. Just for the record, individual coots with the yellow-tinged, white facial shield of the "Caribbean" form (F. caribaea) were closely observed on Goodacre L., Victoria, during March 1984 (ph. Tim Zurowski) and on Green L., Seattle, Feb. 28 of this year (JP, TH). Surely these are color variants of the Am. Coot 

SHOREBIRDS -- The 18 Lesser Golden-Plover sightings made an average number for the past several spring seasons, For nine of these the subspecies was not reported, including one n. to the Queen Charlotte Is. by Apr. 18 (RC). Seven were identified as P.d. fulva, the Pacific Golden-Plover: six seen May 3-5 in Delta, B.C. (MF et al.) and one May 9 at the S.J.C.R, Ore. (†JG). The remaining two, seen and photographed May 11 at Ocean Shores, Wash. (†Ian Paulsen), were P.d. dominica Based on a nationwide examination of Pacific Northwest specimens by DP, this is the first documentation of an ad dominica here in spring. Black-necked Stilts were prominent visitors during April, as in 1984 and 1985. About 80+ birds were reported. The first was at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Apr. 11 (SH). Nine were there a few days later (PS) and 17 were on the Forest Grove, Ore, sewage ponds Apr. 16 (LW). Two appeared Apr. 17 at Reifel I, Delta, B.C., and 13 were there Apr. 19 (JI). One to three were found at 4 other mainland British Columbia locations. Three were seen Apr. 27 at Clover Pt., Victoria (RS, AM), one was in Saanich and Oak Bay May 5 (B. Sendall, T. Leedham), and six were present May 1-5 at the Courtney, V.I., sewage ponds (C Brant). There was only one previous record for V.I. One at Ridgefield N.W.R., Apr. 21 (MH) and six at Leadbetter Pt. (FS) Apr. 26 furnished the 5th and 6th w. Washington sightings The birds were last seen in both British Columbia and Oregon May 3-5. American Avocets displayed a variation of the same theme. About 61 birds were reported. The first were two in Ashland Apr. 15-16 (OSw, MM) for one of only two Oregon reports. An amazing 39 were together on Sequim Bay, Wash., Apr. 28 (D & SS). Seven appeared at 3 locations in the Vancouver, B.C, area May 12-28 for about the 17th-19th records there, and four were seen at Torino May 7 (AD) for the 4th record from V.I. Three on Lopez I., Wash., May 25 provided the 2nd record for the San Juan Is. (M. Mallea, fide ML). The 150 Greater Yellowlegs on the n. shore of Willapa Bay, Wash., Apr. 10 (BT), the 100 on Reifel I., B.C., Apr. 16 (JI), and 80 at Tillamook, Ore., Apr. 18 (JG, JJ) were large concentrations. The 30 Solitary Sandpipers reported made about an average total. Ten of these in the Vancouver, B.C., area Apr. 26-May 10 were more than double the normal number there. The first Wandering Tattler of the season landed on board ship Apr. 23 about 40 mi w. of Reedsport, Ore. (SA). The 134 Whimbrels at Tillamook May 6 furnished a high count (HN). A much grayer Whimbrel at Ocean Shores May 16 showed an extensive white rump and base of tail and was possibly of the Siberian race variegatus (†Thais Bock).
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 As usual, Red Knots were concentrated at sites around Grays Harbor, Wash. This season the high counts were of a low 200 at Ocean Shores May 8 (G & WH) and 150 at the Elk R. mouth May 10 (WW). A Semipalmated Sandpiper seen Apr. 26 at Gilbert Beach, Richmond, was the earliest ever for the Vancouver, B.C., area (MF). Two Semipalmateds were at the Nehalem sewage ponds, Ore., May 6 (HN, ph.), and five others were noted during May. Sightings of 17 Baird's Sandpipers, 11 of these at Richmond and Delta, B.C., were about triple the average count of the last 8 years. The 33 Pectoral Sandpipers reported made almost a record high. Nine of these in Surrey, B.C., May 19 was the high count (WW). The peak of the Dunlin migration was represented by the count of 20,000 on Reifel I., B.C., Apr. 18 (JI), with 10,000 there the next day, and "very heavy movement" noted along the n. Oregon coast Apr. 22- 29 (HN). A Wilson's Phalarope nest with 4 warm eggs and another freshly-scooped nest depression were discovered at the Diamond L. sewage ponds, e. Douglas, Ore., May 19 (DFi). This site is 4 mi w. of the Cascade crest at 5300'. Pairs and small groups of presumably migrant Wilson's were widely noted as usual throughout May, but no other actual nesting evidence was obtained, also as usual. 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- Three Pomarine Jaegers were seen from the Ocean Shores jetty Mar. 20 (G & WH) and one was off the S.J.C.R., Mar. 27 (Tom Love, fide HN). A daily count of eight to 10 Pomarines was reported from 20-50 mi offshore Apr. 27-May 4 (SA). Northward movement of Bonaparte's Gulls was roughly monitored at Active Pass in the Gulf Is., B.C., with 700 counted there Mar. 29 (MF), 1400 Apr. 12 (AM), and 7500 Apr. 26 (RC). The latest reported Thayer's Gulls this season were singles at Cannon Beach, Ore., May 8 (DFi) and in Richmond, B.C., May 9 (MF), and 20 off Hammond, Ore., May 10 (DFi). Eight Glaucous Gulls were reported, a typical number, from 7 locations, with one May 3 at Yaquina Bay, Ore., the latest (OSc). A possible 2nd-year Kumlien's Iceland Gull was closely studied at Cannon Beach, Ore., May 8 (†DFi). The thorough description is under review by several gull-watchers experienced with this species. Many more Black-legged Kittiwakes than usual were found at the mouth of Grays Harbor, Wash., this spring (G & WH). About 200, of which 10% were adult, were counted there from a boat Apr. 4 (GG). The Ross' Gull at Yaquina Bay, Ore., was last reported Mar. 9 (W & FB, fide DFa). The first Caspian Tern sighting of the season was on schedule at Willapa Bay N.W.R., Wash., Mar. 30 (JA). A Com. Tern along the Fraser R. at Steveston Apr. 12 was the earliest ever for the Vancouver, B.C., area (JI et al.). Elsewhere, arrivals were in late April. High counts for the season were of 400 at Steveston May 4 (WW) and 425 off Westport May 10 (TW). Following a storm front passage over s. Oregon, an Arctic Tern was observed standing with three Com. Terns on the Kirtland Road ponds, Ashland, May 30 (H. Sands, †MM et al.). Four Black Terns visited the L.C.C. sewage ponds in Eugene, Ore., May 17 (PS, TM) and one graced the Auburn, Wash., ponds May 24 (DB). 

ALCIDS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- A flight of about 1000 Com. Murres per minute passed N by Cape Meares, Ore., during one-half hour Mar. 29 (BB). The 58 Cassin's Auklets seen off Westport, Wash., May 10 (TW) and 70 counted out of Neah Bay, Wash., May 25 (J. Buchanon) again matched the highest-ever counts here for spring (TW). The last Snowy Owl stayed on Boundary Bay, B.C., until Mar. 22 (JW). Then one was seen on a downtown Vancouver rooftop Mar. 29 (Bill Crins et al.). The most surprising migrant owl, however, was the Burrowing Owl flushed into a maple tree on Skinner's Butte in Eugene, Ore., Mar. 31 (SH). The last sighting of the two wintering at the Eugene airport was Mar. 12 (TM). On Mar. 7 a Great Gray Owl sat in view for 10 minutes along the Hyatt-Howard Prairie Road e. of Ashland, Ore. (MM, S. Plante). This is not far from the resident birds near Klamath Falls. A pair of Long-eared Owls was observed Mar. 12 & 21 near Corvallis (M & EE), and one was noted on Reifel I, B.C., until at least May 10 (JI), but no nesting evidence was obtained A Com. Nighthawk seen and heard in Richmond, B.C., May 10 was extremely early (P. & B. Spitmann). The only other report this season was of one at the Carson, Wash., fish hatchery (JD). First sightings of Vaux's Swifts were of a flock of 15 over Mt. Finlayson, V.I., Apr. 4 (DFr) and several in Eugene Apr 6 (A. Contreras). Widespread arrival began about 10 days later. Two newly-fledged young Anna's Hummingbirds were at a feeder on Uplands Road, Landsdowne, V.I., Apr. 8-22 (B. Gates, KT, ph.). A pair of Calliope Hummingbirds was present Apr 21 at the Merlin rest stop along I-5, Josephine, Ore. (Al McGie, fide ME). Single male Costa's Hummingbirds were seen and photographed in Lillooet, B.C., May 17-19 (M. Bentley et al.) and Burnaby, B.C., May 20+ (J. & N. Jellett, N. Chesterfield et al., ph. DK), for the 5th and 6th records for the province. Rufous Hummingbirds returned early, with males noted Feb. 24 on Willapa N.W.R., Wash. (JA), and a record-early Mar. 5 in N Vancouver, B.C. (A. Poynter). First arrival on V.I. was Mar. 19 in Highlands (RS). A male Rufous with a solid green back was found dead in late April on Stuart I., San Juan, Wash. (ML, * to U.W. Burke Museum), and a green-backed Selasphorus was seen Apr. 18 in Philomath, Ore. (R. & J. Krabbe). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH LARKS -- Red-naped Sapsuckers, scarce migrants here, were noted Apr. 12 in Seattle (MC), Apr. 21 in Richmond, B.C. (†A. Stewart), and May 2 in Vancouver, B.C. (†MF, MB, GA). A pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers was excavating a cavity May 10 in a potential nesting location, Cypress P.P., W. Vancouver, B.C., but they were not present on subsequent visits (MF). The first sighting of an Olive-sided Flycatcher was Apr 26 in Glendale, s. Douglas, Ore. (EP). First arrivals from Eugene n. to Vancouver, B.C., were Apr. 30-May 7. Western Wood-Pewees were first noted in Eugene Apr. 25 (PS) and Vancouver, B.C., Apr. 30 (MF), with first arrivals reported elsewhere in early May. First reports of Willow Flycatchers in Oregon were May 5-15, and in Washington and British Columbia May 19-30. Arrival of Hammond's Flycatchers was noted Apr. 18-22 from Toketee L., Ore. (DFi), Eugene (SH), Portland (JJ), and Vancouver, B.C. (A. Schutz). In contrast, arrival of W. Flycatchers was spread over Mar. 28-Apr. 28 in Oregon and Washington, and Apr. 20-26 in British Columbia. Dusky Flycatchers had returned to known breeding areas in Toketee R.D., Ore., by Apr. 28 (DFi) and on King Mt., Jackson, Ore, by May 3 (EP). Migrant Duskies were noted in Portland Apr 30 (DI), Eugene May 2 (SH), and Kent, Wash., May 10 (†DB). The Say's Phoebe passage was right on schedule Mar. 1-Apr. 3, but the 17 sightings from 10 Oregon and Washington locations represented many more birds than usual. The now usual movement of W. Kingbirds n. of the Columbia R. was marked this year by 12 birds at 9 locations in Washington, two in Vancouver, B.C., and three on V.I., all Apr. 25-May 30. Out-of-range E. Kingbirds were at Dungeness, Wash., May 8 (SS) and near LaConner, Wash., May 29 (J. O'Connell). A vagrant Scissor-tailed Flycatcher found May 16-18 on the far side of V.I. at Pacific Rim P.P. (AD et al.) provided the 4th record for the island. The 5th annual spring census of Eur. Skylarks on the Saanich Peninsula, V.I., located 44 singing males at 9 locations (AM, BW). This compares well with the 42-45 found in 1983-1985 Last year's apparent decline is believed to have been due to inclement weather during the census periods. The skylarks prefer short-grass fields (Victoria airport), fallow, weedy fields, and fields planted with daffodils or tulips. The usual handful were in residence at the nearby s. end of San Juan I., Wash (JP, ML, BT). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH THRASHERS -- The first N Rough-winged Swallows were noted Mar. 18 in Ashland, Ore (OSw), and Mar. 27 at the Carson, Wash., fish hatchery (JD). First arrivals throughout the Region were reported Apr. 5-12.
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A single Bank Swallow May 10 at Tillamook, Ore., furnished the only report (Roy Gerig). The vanguard of the Barn Swallow migration was noted Apr. 3 in Ashland (R. Skibby, fide MM), Apr. 8 at North Bend (BG) and Tillamook (HN), Apr. 9 in Seattle (Tom Schooley), and Apr. 11 at Iona I., B.C. (T. Plath, L. Koch). Cliff Swallows, like Rough-wingeds, appeared to arrive in s. Oregon and wait before heading farther north. First arrival in Ashland was Mar. 14 (OSw). They were first reported in Washington Apr. 6-11, n. Oregon Apr. 8-13, and in British Columbia Apr. 13-15. A few Mountain Chickadees remained at feeders in Vancouver, B.C., and near Vancouver, Wash., until late April early May. The White-breasted Nuthatch that wintered in Saanich, V.I., was last seen Mar. 28 (B. Pellow). GW banded the young of 2 pairs of White-breasted Nuthatches during May at an. breeding outpost in Lakewood, Pierce, Wash. A migrant Rock Wren was seen Apr. 8 on the coast at Garibaldi, Tillamook, Ore. (DI). Single Canyon Wrens were noted on the e. edge of the Region at Emigrant L., near Ashland, Ore., Feb. 28 (B. Morrow, fide MM) and at a possible breeding location on the cliffs of Pig Iron Mt., e. Douglas, Ore., May 24 (DFi). Eleven pairs of W. Bluebirds were utilizing nest boxes during May at an. Breeding outpost on Mt. Tuam, Saltspring I., n. of Sidney, V.I., and another pair was at a box on nearby Mt. Galiano, Galiano I. (H. Pollock). More than 160 pairs were on territory on Ft. Lewis, near Tacoma, Wash. (GW). This was an increase from 25 pairs there in 1984. The first Swainson's Thrushes noted were in N. Bend, Ore., Apr. 22 (BF), in Delta, B.C., Apr. 25 (JW), and at Pt. Roberts Wash., Apr. 28 (MF et al.). First arrivals at other locations were Apr. 29 and May 6-11. The N. Mockingbird that wintered in Bellingham, Wash., stayed to at least Mar. 10 (TW); the one w. of Hoquiam, Wash., stayed to Apr. 26 (MC, m.ob.). Others were noted on Whidbey I., Wash., in mid-April and at Newport, Ore., May 10-12 (EP, J. Dunham). Vagrant Sage Thrashers were sighted May 13 at the S.J.C.R. (HN) and May 23 at Plat I Res., near Roseburg, Ore. (†DFi, S. Gordy). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- Solitary Vireos were first observed Mar. 26 at Toketee R.S., Ore. (DFi) and Apr. 9 on Vashon I., King, Wash. (CE). Widespread first arrivals were reported Apr. 12-24. First arrivals of Warbling Vireos were Apr. 21-28 in all reporting areas of the Region. Red-eyed Vireos, arriving from the east, were somewhat early May 14 at Alaksen N.W.A., Delta, B.C. (MF), May 21 in Seattle (Bob Sundstrom), and May 22 just e. of Vancouver, Wash. (WC), and on time May 26 in C. Saanich, V.I. (WW), and May 30 near Oakridge, Ore. (SH, PS). Arrival of Orange-crowned Warblers across most of Oregon and Washington was Mar. 28-Apr. 2. The first migrant Nashville Warblers reported were at Skinner's Butte, Eugene, Apr. 16-18 (SH, TM), Discovery Park, Seattle, Apr. 27 (DB), and Queen Elizabeth Park, Vancouver, B.C., where they are rare, Apr. 30 (MF, GA). Nashvilles were on territory on the Cascade slopes at Toketee R.S., Apr. 24+ (DFi), and a female was on the coast, where they are very scarce, at Ft. Stevens S.P., Ore., May 9 (DFi). "Heavy migratory movement" of Yellow-rumped Warblers was noted near Portland Apr. 13-15 (JD, HN), and a high count of 150 was obtained Apr. 20 at Jericho Park, Vancouver, B.C. (B. Self). The arrival of Black-throated Gray Warblers proceeded N in regular fashion: Apr. 6-7 & 13-18 in Oregon, Apr. 16-19 in Washington, Apr. 20-24 in British Columbia. Arrival dates were similar for MacGillivray's Warbler: Apr. 15-26 in Oregon and Apr. 25-30 in Washington and V.I. In contrast, first sightings of Com. Yellowthroats in Oregon, Washington, the Vancouver, B.C. area, and V.I. were all Apr. 3-5. Some localities in all areas noted first arrivals through Apr. 19. Hermit Warblers returned early to Oregon this season: Apr. 17 at Toketee R.S. in the Cascades (DFa), Apr. 18 in Eugene (SH), and Apr. 22-25 in the Coast Range, near Philomath, and at Toledo (TM, J. & K. Fairchild, DFa). A singing male N. Waterthrush was noted May 24 e. of Mule Deer campground, Manning P.P., B.C. (DP), w. of the presently-known breeding range. Nine Yellow-breasted Chats were reported May 9+ from 7 localities between Corvallis and Portland, generally n. of the species' regular nesting areas. Two were at Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., May 23-27 (E. Beerman, M. Rucker, T. Mallory), and one was in Langley, B.C., May 15+ for the 9th ever and 3rd spring Vancouver area record (Glen Ryder, †WW, m.ob.). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- First arrival of W. Tanager throughout the reporting areas of the Region was Apr. 24-May 1. An early Black-headed Grosbeak was in Delta, B.C., Apr. 25 (JW). Otherwise the reported arrival in Oregon was Apr. 22-29, in Washington May 1-7, and in the Vancouver, B.C., area May 5-6. Lazuli Buntings were first noted Apr. 26 near Ashland (Keller, fide MM), and May 1-2 in Corvallis, Albany, and Eugene (M & EE, Bill Dale, SH), right on schedule. A male Lazuli was noted May 29 in Vancouver, B.C., where it is scarce (D. Smith). A singing male Vesper Sparrow at Dungeness, Wash., Apr. 5+ was early (D & SS). Three vagrant Black-throated Sparrows were found: one anomalously early Mar. 13 in Salem, Ore. (†J. Luehrs), one May 23-27 in Corvallis, Ore. 0S. Moore, M & EE et al.), and the 3rd May 26 on Henry I., San Juan, Wash. (†FS, C. Howe). The latter provided the 5th record for w. Washington, all of which have been during May 16-June 23. Vagrant Sage Sparrows appeared Mar. 14-15 at the Montlake fill, Seattle (S. Schaefer, S. Henry, DB) for the 3rd spring record for w. Washington and the 2nd from that location, and Apr. 1 at Cape Meares, Ore. (HN). Single wintering Swamp Sparrows were last seen at Sauvie I., Ore., Mar. 8 (JG) and the Skagit W.R.A., Wash., Mar. 14 (BT, GW). Another was at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Ore., Mar. 24-Apr. 4 (SH, TM). Thirteen White-throated Sparrows were reported, an average number for the past 5 years. Five of these were in Washington, more than usual for that state, during March, and the one Apr. 26 in C. Saanich, V.I. (Mrs. Luney) was the latest. Arrival dates for the pugetensis race of White-crowned Sparrow in Washington were Mar. 30-Apr. 4 (CE, JD, TW, A. Richards). Fourteen Harris' Sparrows were evenly spread through the Region, with the one seen May 2 at Tou Velle Park, n. of Medford, Ore., the latest (LW, P. Muller). There were no further sightings of the Rustic Bunting at Kent, Wash., after Mar. 22. The female Rusty Blackbird found this winter on Sauvie I., Ore., was last seen Apr. 5 (SH, †DFi, m.ob.). Another Rusty Blackbird, in breeding plumage, appeared May 21-22 at Pacific Rim P.P. for the 4th spring record for V.I. (†J & RS). A Common Grackle was found May 1+ at Veneta, by Fern Ridge Res., Eugene (†TM, m.ob., ph. OSc), for the first record for w. Oregon. First reports of N. Orioles were Apr. 16 in Ashland, Ore., Apr. 23-26 in the s. Willamette Valley, and May 1-9 elsewhere. A Cassin's Finch seen Apr. 30 in Queen Elizabeth Park
[image: ]
Female Cassin's Finch at Sequim, Wash., May 15, 1987. Photo/ Eugene Kridler.

Volume 41, Number 3  481

furnished the 3rd documented record for the Vancouver, B.C., area (†MF). A male Cassin's Finch was netted and banded May 15 near Sequim, Wash. (†E. Kridler, ph. D & SS), for one of few documented records from the w. Washington lowlands. Red Crossbills were absent from the s. Oregon Cascades (DFi), but present in usual numbers at most coastal and lowland locations elsewhere. Adults were feeding young Apr. 22 at Yachats, Lincoln, Ore. (W & FB, fide DFa). A few White-winged Crossbills were noted Apr. 13-20 at Tlell, Q.C.I., for the only report this season (RC). After 4 years' residence at Toketee R.S., Douglas, Ore., separated from the nearest small town by 40 mi of forest, DFi sighted his first pair of House Sparrows there Apr. 29. 

ADDENDUM -- A Palm Warbler seen at Leadbetter Pt., May 22, 1983 (R. Widrig, R. Knapp), for the 4th spring record for Washington. was inadvertently omitted from that season's report. 
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The Nesting Season, 1987

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION  
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The summer period was marked by extremes of weather. June continued the hot, dry trend set in May. July, by contrast, was cool and very wet almost everywhere, but spells of hot weather between rains and the low snow pack in the mountains kept water levels low. The principal effect of this was to provide mudflats that attracted shorebirds in good numbers. A few reporters commented that the southward return of these birds was early. Otherwise the erratic weather appeared to have little effect upon bird life. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- L.O. = Lookout; C.G. = Campground. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., had a sighting of a single Com. Loon July 28 (JB). Two were at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., June 4 for a rare June sighting (CDL), and one or two lingered into June on the Columbia R. at Richland, Wash. (REW). At least 2 pairs of Red-necked Grebes again brought off young in s.e. Idaho, one pair on Henrys L. and the other on Silver L. in Harriman S.P. (WEH, CHT). Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., had a W. Grebe July 12; the species is not known to breed there (DH). Nineteen W. Grebes and three Clark's Grebes were on Ochoco Res., Prineville, Ore., July 26 (TC) and fifteen Clark's were with one Western on Wickiup Res., Deschutes Co., Ore., July 21 (DL). Several of the latter were seen at Malheur N.W.R. in July (CDL), and Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, Mont., had three June 28 (WEH). The species was sighted on Sagehen Res., Gem Co., Ida., for the latilong's first (DJ). Islands created by high water at Malheur benefitted Am. White Pelicans, which produced 810 young. Numbers of pelicans at American Falls Res., s.e. Idaho, remained low with flocks of 50-100 relatively rare. Moderate numbers appeared in s.c. Montana and a few appeared in the Frenchman Hills-N. Potholes area, Grant Co., Wash., in July (JA, FB, WH, PM). Double-crested Cormorant numbers remained relatively stable at Malheur N.W.R. at about 900 pairs, and Ninepipe N.W.R. counted 120 in late June (WEH). Noteworthy were some of the latter species at Crane Prairie Res. and Wickiup Res., s.w. of Bend, Ore. (G.C.B.C.). An ad Great Egret near Wilmer, B.C., June 8 was the first for that area (LH). Two at Frank Cr., w. of Dayville, Ore., in mid-June were latilong firsts (G.C.B.C.) and one at Ft. Boise W.M.A., Ida., June 20 and July 13 was unusual (MJ). A pair of Great Egrets provided the first nesting record for Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. (WRR). A pair or 2 of these birds probably bred on the Springfield Bottoms near American Falls Res. (BJa, CHT). A Snowy Egret along the Payette R. e. of New Plymouth, Ida., July 17 was notable (MJ). A few Cattle Egrets appeared at Malheur N.W.R. in June (CDL). Four Black-crowned Night-Herons stayed at Kamloops, B.C., July 17-31. They are very rare there (SR, RRH). Sunriver, Ore., hosted two juveniles of the species July 8 (CM). White-faced Ibises nested in good numbers at Malheur N.W.R., with 2500 present. About 30 pairs nested at Silver L., in n.w. Lake Co., Ore., for apparently the first nesting record for that locality (CC), and 2 small active nesting colonies were found in the Warner Valley, Lake Co., Ore. (MS). Numerous sightings of this species were obtained at Red Rock Lakes. 

WATERFOWL THROUGH TURKEY -- A Tundra Swan spent the first 2 weeks of July on a Clarkston, Wash., pond (RH, PS), and two were sighted in Bear Valley s. of John Day, Ore., May 30 (G.C.B.C.). It was a near-record year for Trumpeter Swan production at Red Rock Lakes, with 127 cygnets on the refuge and 41 in the rest of the Centennial Valley. Forty-four Trumpeters remained at Malheur, where production appeared very good. Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., still had five Trumpeters. A Black Swan at Columbia N.W.R., June 11 was undoubtedly an escapee (WRR). A molting ad Snow Goose was observed there June 26, and 1764 pairs of Canada Geese there produced 2875 young. Predator control there contributed to this success. The number of fledged young ducks at Malheur N.W.R. was down somewhat from the 10-year average, but duck production at Columbia N.W.R. was excellent. Duck success was up at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., but continued downward in the Fortine, Mont., vicinity. Turnbull N.W.R. had 470 Gadwalls, a high number, in mid-June (JBe). Two Com. Goldeneyes at Malheur July 8 were unusual (GI). Buffleheads were presumed to have bred in the Coeur d'Alene R. drainage in n. Idaho as the birds were present all summer and breeding behavior was noted (BG). Twenty-four ad Ospreys were color-marked and 82 nestlings banded in n. Idaho (DJo), and other adult and nestling birds were banded at Cascade Res., Ida. (MB). At least 4 pairs of Ospreys frequented the Salmon, Ida., vicinity. One pair had three nearly-fledged young and another pair had at least one nestling (LH). Four pairs of Ospreys nested at Thompson Valley Res., Lake Co., Ore. (CC et al.). There were 8 known Bald Eagle nests in Idaho's panhandle, 7 of them raising young (LDN). Two pairs of Bald Eagles were known to have hatched young in Lake County, Ore., but the final outcome was unknown (CC et al.). Washington Dept. of Wildlife, assisted by volunteers from Blue Mt. and Spokane Audubon Societies and Canyon Birders, released three young Peregrine Falcons at the newly established hack site in Asotin County during the summer (JH). Two ad Wild Turkeys with young were noted in July along the Grande Ronde R., Asotin Co., Wash. (LD, PMi, CV). 

CRANES THROUGH TERNS -- Six to eight Yellow Rails were located near Ft. Klamath, Ore., July 3 (DL). Sandhill Cranes with young were sighted in Beaver Valley n. of Seneca, Ore. (G.C.B.C.). Two Sandhill Cranes in the Kimberley, B.C., area July 11 were unusual (MVW). Nineteen ad Whooping Cranes were located, including nine at Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida., and three others in s.e. Idaho, six in w. Wyoming 
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(including two in Yellowstone N.P.), and one in s.w. Montana (RD, EB). A survey of Oregon's Snowy Plovers counted 651 ad birds in Lake County, more than 90% at Abert and Summer lakes. Smaller numbers were observed at Alkali L., Coleman L., and Bluejoint L. (CC et al.). A few Snowies were moving into the Malheur-Harney Lakes Basin as water levels continued to recede; 15 were present at Stinking L. and three near Harney L. through the period (GI). A remarkable find at Stinking L., Ore., was a pair of Semipalmated Plovers with a single chick which was captured and banded (GI). One Semipalmated Plover stopped at Clear L., s. of Mt. Hood, Wasco Co., Ore. for apparently a latilong first (DL). Four adult and 10 imm. Mountain Plovers were sighted July 14 s. of Judith Gap, Mont. (WEH, SMS, BH). Black-necked Stilts and fledglings were seen in the Frenchman Hills-Dodson Road vicinity (PM). They raised young at Columbia N.W.R. (WRR). Summer L., Lake Co., Ore., had 355 Black-necked Stilts July 6 and 563 Aug. 3 (CC et al.). Nearly 16,000 Am. Avocets were counted there July 6 (CC et al., CM) and only slightly fewer Aug. 3 (CC et al.). Nearly 2000 avocets were at American Falls Res. by the end of July (CHT). The Am. Avocet nest near Kamloops was abandoned, but two successful broods were found in Kamloops in early June (fide RRH). This species was counted at 15,828 at Summer L., July 6 (CC et al.). A pair of Willets with one young near Leadore, Ida., provided the first breeding record for that area (HBR). The nesting area of Upland Sandpipers in the Spokane Valley yielded a total of only three birds. On the last sighting, July 16, the latest ever, the birds circled close by, acting as if young birds were present (LT). A surprising Long-billed Curlew appeared on a sagebrush-covered slope at 6400 ft. elevation at Calamity Lookout n.e. of Burns, Ore., July 18 (MA). A breeding plumaged maleHudsonian Godwit appeared on the Yakima R. delta, Richland, June 8 for e. Washington’s 5th record (REW). Summer L. had a Marbled Godwit July 6 (CC et al.). A Ruddy Turnstone near Rapelje, Mont., July 19 made a latilong first (WEH, SMS, BH). One was at American Falls Res. where the Snake R. enters July 23 for the year's 2nd observation (CHT, JTi). A Red Knot on the Springfield Bottoms July 11 was the 2nd this year (BJa). Noteworthy were a Semipalmated Sandpiper at Wickiup Res., July 30 (CM) and one to two at the Hood R. mouth, Hood River Co., Ore., July 12 (DAA, DL, BWo, NM). Hatfield L., Bend's sewage treatment ponds, had the highest number ever of "peeps," with 100+ Westerns, 150 Leasts, and a Semipalmated (TC). Kamloops reported 12 Semipalmateds July 26 for a rare sighting (SR). A Baird's Sandpiper at the latter spot July 5 probably made the first county record (DAA, DL). A Stilt Sandpiper at Fortine July 13 was the 3rd recorded there in 66 years (WW). Another was at American Falls Res. at the Snake R. entrance July 20 (CHT). Two Parasitic Jaegers were reported at Malheur July 19 (G.C.B.C.). Summer L. had 11 Franklin's and 10 Bonaparte's gulls July 19 (CM). Up to nine Bonaparte's Gulls were present at Columbia N.W.R., June 16 to at least July 2 (WRR). An ad Herring Gull appeared near Harrison, Ida., July 15 (DJo). The ad W. Gull stayed around the floating tires at American Falls dam through the summer period (CHT). Two Caspian Terns at Metcalf N.W.R., June 9 (PLW) apparently furnished a latilong first. 

CUCKOOS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS- A territorial male Black-billed Cuckoo was found 6 mi s.w. of Columbus, Mont., July 6 (WEH, SMS, BH). Burrowing Owls had a good year at and near Columbia N.W.R., where several pairs bred successfully (WRR). The species was back at its old locality n. of Three Forks, Mont., after an absence of several years (WEH). An adult and two imm Spotted Owls were noted in the Swauk Pass area w. of Wenatchee, Wash., in June (BJ). A Barred Owl was observed at Blewett Pass w. of Wenatchee June 6 (SA). Four nights of owling in the Blue Mts. of s.e. Washington at 5300-6100 ft. elevation June 7-14 found two Flammulated, nine Great Horned, five Barred, two Boreal, and two N. Saw-whet owls (BW). Black Swifts numbered 23 over Metcalf N.W.R., June 17, suggesting that they nest in the nearby Bitterroot Mts. (DH). A Vaux's Swift, quite rare at any time at Richland, flew over for Woodley's first July record there. Two nests with young White-throated Swifts were found at Kamloops July 19 for that area's 2nd confirmed nesting (RRH). A male, a female, and four imm Anna's Hummingbirds, at a feeder at Sunnybrae, B.C., in mid-July suggested the first breeding record for the Shuswap area (FK). Indian Rock L.O., n.w. of Bates, Ore., had an imm. male Broad-tailed Hummingbird July 11 (RHu), and the species was seen regularly at Dale, Ore., in June (G.C.B.C.). They were common at feeders near N. Fork Ranger Station n. of Ketchurn, Ida. (EC), and were reported at Ketchurn also (WHS). Rare in Montana, two territorial males were displaying at Quake L., s.e. Madison Co., July 8 (WEH, SMS). A female Black-chinned Hummingbird visited a Bend feeder off and on, and a Costa's Hummingbird, the 5th this year for the Bend vicinity, appeared for 2 weeks (KC, TC). Over 400 hummingbirds, mostly Calliope and Rufous with a few Black-chinned, were banded near Troy, Mont. (KB). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Lewis' Woodpeckers were reported in good numbers at a few localities: over 100 were seen along the S. Fork of the John Day R. and Murderers Cr., Grant Co., Ore., July 23 (G.C.B.C.); 30-40 were flycatching along the Deschutes R., Wasco Co., Ore., at the end of July (T & AM); 17 were noted along Dufur Rd., Hood River- Wasco counties, Ore., July 12 (DAA); 15 were seen in Boise and Adams counties, Ida., July 18 (DJ, ST, JL); and nine were sighted at Kelowna, B.C., June 29 (SM). A Red-headed Woodpecker, Oregon's first, was reported at Malheur June 21 (CO). A well-described male Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was sighted at Catherine Creek S.P. near Union, Ore., June 4 (DL, KK, JE). Both Red-naped and Red-breasted sapsuckers were nesting at Indian Ford C.G., Deschutes Co., Ore. (T & AM). Least Flycatchers were reported at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (JR). A singing territorial male Willow Flycatcher along the Yakima R. in Richland at least June 9-16 made Woodley's first such record there. A Least Flycatcher was reported at Fields Spring S.P., Asotin Co., Wash., July 26 (PMi, CV). One was noted for a week in June in the Wenatchee, Wash., area (BJ, JT). Warm Springs Indian Reservation, Wasco Co., Ore., had four Gray Flycatchers including two juveniles (DL). Two adult and one imm Ash-throated Flycatchers were sighted near Wenatchee in June (BJ). Most remarkable was an unsuccessful nesting attempt by a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Big Timber, Mont. The bird was photographed on its nest on a power pole--no mate was ever seen (RHa, WEH). Wave action at Harney L., Malheur N.W.R., created several miles of vertical banks that attracted 2000 Bank Swallows. 

[image: ]
An Adult Gray Flycatcher at nest east of Oliver, B.C., summer 1987. This is the same area where the first breeding record for Canada was established one year earlier (see AB 41:376-378). Photo/Tim Zurowski (VIREO z03/6/006). 
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JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Lyle, Wash, had six Scrub Jays July 3 (FB), and one in Bend throughout June was unusual (KC, KT). The species was also recorded in Hood River County (DL, DAA). A magpie that apparently was a Yellow-billed appeared at Boise, Ida., July 24 (Cru et al.). Remarkable concentrations of Com. Ravens included 200 over Indian Rock L.O., Aug. 1 (RHu), and 150 on the e. side of The Dalles watershed, Hood River Co., Ore., July 12 (DAA, DL). Several Bewick’s Wrens were seen in Pendleton, Ore., July 18 (G.C.B.C.). A pair of Am. Dippers in the Snowy Mts. s. of Lewistown, Mont., established a nesting record for the latilong (LKM). Four imm. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Idaho Nat'l Engineering Laboratory, Arco, furnished the latilong's first record (TR). Bluebird nest box trails in n. Idaho were for the most part doing well. One near Coeur d'Alene shifted strongly from Mountain to W. Bluebirds. Mountain Bluebird numbers were increasing in the Fortine area owing to more nest box placing. Fourteen Veeries were counted along the Imnaha R., Wallowa Co., Ore., June 6 (PS). A N. Mockingbird was seen regularly w. of Dayville May 28+ (G.C.B.C.), and one was noted singing at Presser, Wash., July 3 (CR). One was heard at night at Lower Granite Dam on the Snake R. near Wawawai, Wash., June 2 (KM). The vicinity of Asotin, Wash., had 2 sightings of single Sage Thrashers in July (PS, MK, LL). A freak snowstorm that dumped a foot of snow on the Beartooth Plateau n.e. of Yellowstone N.P. in July was believed to have caused 100% mortality of eggs and nestlings of Water Pipits (PH). Most unusual was the sighting of four Bohemian Waxwings in Colorado Gulch, 17 mi s.w. of Helena, Mont. (G & NN). A subad Cedar Waxwing with a brood patch, found dead on the road in Plush, Ore., had apparently nested, an occurrence seldom reported in that vicinity (WHP). Unusual were Red-eyed Vireos in e. Oregon in June: at Viento S.P. near Hood River (DL, JE, DAA), at Bend (TC), and at Fields (JG et al.). Also notable were 2 observations of this species in s Idaho: one in the Washington-Adams-Valley counties area July 18 (DJ, ST, JL) and one banded at Pocatello June 3 (11). Single Chestnut-sided Warblers appeared at Malheur N.W.R., June 6 (TC, JG, DI, m.ob.), and at Fields, Ore., June 9 (DI). Lone Black-and-white Warblers appeared in Oregon at Roaring Springs Ranch June 6 (TC, JG, m.ob.), at Fields June 7 (CDL), and at Hart Mt. Nat'l Antelope Refuge (banded) (KV, MF). In Washington one was found near Asotin June 2 (PS, MK, MLP, LL). An ad female Ovenbird was also banded at Hart Mt. (KV, MF), and one was observed along Trail Cr., a tributary of the Weiser R, Adams Co., Ida., in mid-June (KG). Two N. Waterthrushes were found along the N. Fork of the Clearwater R. in n. Idaho (CV, MLP, PP, LL, WHo), and one to two were singing along the Little Deschutes R., Klamath Co., Ore., in early July (DL, T & AM). The species was observed at 2 new localities in Pond Oreille Co., Wash.: one at Coffin L. and a pair at Trimble Gr., near Cusick (IR). Montana's Snowy Mts. yielded three MacGillivray's Warblers after 5 years of searching (LKM). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- A first-year male Summer Tanager appeared at Malheur N.W.R., June 9 (DI). A male Indigo Bunting was sighted near Dale, Ore., in early July (PMu, LW). A Lark Sparrow was carrying food near Salmon, Ida., July 9, but no nest was located (LH). Several territorial male Black-throated Sparrows an ad bird carrying food, and begging immatures were observed in the vicinity of Wanapum S.P., s. of Vantage, Wash., June 26-July 18 for the state's first breeding records (BB, BT, PM, G & WH et al.). The species has only recently moved into the state. Up to five Baird's Sparrows were on territory near Bynum, Mont., in July for a new site (WEH, BH, SMS). Singing LeConte's Sparrows were found along the N. Fork road in Glacier N.P., Mont. (WEH, BH, SMS). The small Bobolink population at Toppenish N.W.R., Wash., appeared to be increasing, for at least one dozen males were observed June 6 (C.B.A.S.). At least two Rusty Blackbirds were seen and singing was heard at Community L. in the Kamloops area. The species is believed to be a very rare summer resident there (RRH). An ad male "Baltimore" N Oriole was observed e of Cle Elum, Wash., June 20 (TS, NC), and another appeared at Malheur N.W.R., July 31 (GI, DP). At least four Lesser Goldfinches were observed at Lyle June 30 (BT) and the species was noted in Grant County, Ore. (DL, KK, JE). A pair of Lessers, the male displaying, was found at the mouth of Kinney Cr. e of Pocatello June 18-22 (CHT) and several males were observed e. of Soda Springs, Ida., in early July (BO). 

ADDENDA -- Two Cattle Egrets made a rare appearance in the valley at Grays L. in late April (fide WH). A pair of Mountain Quail was observed in 1986 at Thompson L., Kootenai Co., Ida (BG). Summer L. counted 1000 Semipalmated Plovers, 799 Longbilled Dowitchers, and 514 Dunlin May 1 (CC et al.). A Marbled Godwit was seen at Anderson L. in the Warner Valley May 28 (MS). A Least Flycatcher was reported at Holliday S.P., Mt. Vernon, Ore., May 26 (G.C.B.C.). A White-throated Sparrow was sighted in Black Canyon near Yakima, Wash., May 23 (RW, PM). 
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The Nesting Season, 1987

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Bill Tweit and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

It was our second dry summer in a row, following a dry spring. By the end of the summer, Washington rivers and reservoirs were lower than any year since 1977. Temperatures were above average also. The maritime influence on our climate was negligible this summer, apparently due to a strong, persistent continental high dominating our weather. As a result, passerine breeding success was very good. It seems migration patterns were affected also. Above average numbers of adult Solitary, Pectoral, Baird's, Stilt, and Semipalmated sandpipers were reported, as well as adult Franklin's Gulls and Forster's Terns. There was a veritable invasion of Black-crowned Night-Herons. These are all "interior" birds. New avifaunal communities are being documented in the clearcuts at higher elevations on the west slope of the southern Oregon Cascades. They have a strong east slope component, including Dusky Flycatchers, Rock Wrens, and Cassin's Finches. These communities may be developing in response to habitat changes from changes in forest practices or climatic changes, as since 1984, July precipitation has been either normal or below normal. Or, they may have been there all along; little field work has been carried out in the area. A Terek Sandpiper on southern Vancouver Island and a Brown Thrasher in Portland, Oregon, were the most exciting birds of the period. 

ABBBEVIATIONS -- Q.C.I. = Queen Charlotte Is., B.C.: S.J.C.R. = south jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg.; V.I. = Vancouver I., B.C. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH CRANES -- Northbound Pacific Loons were observed off both the s. and n. Oregon coast June 19 & 20 (HN, SH). June migrations were also noted in 1978, 1982, and 1984. A Yellow-billed Loon spent June on Yaquina Bay, Ore. (fide DFa), and it was reported in a weakened condition in early July (BL). Two were noted in June in the Q.C.I. (RC), where they summer regularly. One immature was seen throughout July in Chatham Sound, near Prince Rupert, B.C. (ME), where it is reasonable to expect them in summer, as it is at the same latitude as the Q.C.I. There were 2 reports of Horned Grebes, both from the first week of June, in Vancouver (RC) and Seattle (BT). However, there were no actual summering records. About 35 W. Grebes summered off Delta, B.C. (JI) and 40 in nearby Bellingham Bay, Wash. (TW). Pelagic bird surveys were taken off Yaquina Head, Ore., July 22 (JA), off the southern coast of Washington July 15 (RM), out of Westport, Wash., June 14 and July 25 (TW), and on the nearshore waters of the Q.C.I., June 11-12 (RC). Black-footed Albatrosses were recorded in all areas: from singles in the Q.C.I. to 217 off Westport July 25. Northern Fulmars were also reported from all areas: singles in the Q.C.I., 20 off Oregon, and a high of 192 off Westport in July. Pink-footed Shearwaters were reported only off Oregon and Washington. The high count was of 53 in July off Westport. The two Flesh-footed Shearwaters seen on that same trip were the only ones reported. A Buller's Shearwater reported off the s. coast of Washington July 15 (RM) was much earlier than the usual mid-August arrival. Sooty Shearwaters were reported from all surveys, with 6000 off Washington July 15 the high count. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were found off Washington and the Q.C.I., where there was the high count of over 600. Off the Washington and Oregon coasts, Leach's Storm-Petrels are usually found farther offshore than Fork-tailed, often in very deep waters. Thus, the sighting of over 150 during daylight hours within one mi of land off the Q.C.I. was quite surprising. A single Leach's about 60 mi inland along the Columbia R. at Portland. Ore., June 30 (†HN et al.) was probably a shipboard stowaway. The Brown Pelican flight apparently increased markedly during the last one-third of July (HN, G & WH). Only one immature was noted in Washington during the period (AR), although most reports did not specify ages. An imm. Magnificent Frigatebird that soared over Portland, Ore., June 4 (†JG) was very much out of place. The five Great Egrets reported this spring at the heron rookery on Samish I., Skagit, remained through the summer (Lisa Nielson), but no breeding evidence was observed. The only breeding records for the Region are from the s. Oregon coast. Singles were reported from Seattle (m.ob.), Fern Ridge Res., Ore. (SH), and near Beaverton, Ore. (BTo). The number of Black-crowned Night-Heron reports from Seattle n. to Vancouver was extraordinary; at least 13 individuals were found. None are reported most summers. An Emperor Goose summered in Olympia, Wash. (G & WH, BT); it was with Canada Geese and was as tame as they, and had no bands or toe clips. Green-winged Teal broods were noted near Tillamook, Ore. (JG) and on Lopez I., Wash. (RW, fide ML). They are very uncommon breeders in the s. one-half of the Region. Likewise, a Gadwall breeding record for the mouth of the Columbia R., July 8 (HN), was quite unusual. Four broods were reported from the Puget Sound basin, where they are more regular breeders. A Ring-necked Duck brood was found at Gold L., in the c. Oregon Cascades, July 5 (TM). This is well s. of the only known regular w. Oregon breeding locale near Mt. Hood, where 2 broods were seen this summer (P. Gaddis. fide HN). A subad male King Eider near Florence on the Oregon coast July 1 (maleHarry LeGrand) provided the first summer record for the Region. The Osprey nest reports were uniformly favorable, with no nest failures noted. Black-shouldered Kites were virtually unreported. An adult at Fern Ridge Res., Ore., July 18+ (SH) could have been the first post-breeding dispersant. There were 6 sightings of Sharp-shinned Hawk, 3 of Cooper’s including one successful nest near Dungeness, Wash. (D & SS), and 5 of N. 
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Goshawk. A Red-shouldered Hawk was seen at Roseburg, Ore, July 29 (DI), in their regular range, and another flew N over Fern Ridge Res., July 30 (†SH), n. and inland of their regular range. One Merlin was reported, and six Peregrines, including mention, often second-hand, of 4 nesting pairs. A male Willow Ptarmigan was found June 17 at 2000 m, well below treeline, in Tweedsmuir P.P., B.C. (BW), very near the s. boundary of its range. A small population of Sandhill Cranes bred, as usual, near Langley, B.C., in the lower Fraser R. valley (Mary Pastrick), and a pair bred near Lilly Glen (near Ashland), in s. Oregon (MM) where they are rare breeders. 

SHOREBIRDS -- As the following summary of the first one half of the fall shorebird migration shows, a lot has been learned about shorebird migration through the Region. Further understanding will depend on collection of more age class specific data, as significant annual variations owing to reproductive success and migration conditions occur that are detectible only through analysis of age class abundance. Data on non-breeders summering in the Region are also lacking, and therefore of interest. June records of Black-bellied Plover, all from Oregon, included one at Tillamook June 6 (BS), several at Newport Bay June12 (RO), one at S.J.C.R., June 19 (HN), and one at Bandon, Coos, June 28 (LT). The last was in basic plumage, all were probably summering non-breeders. The first migrants were 25 at Ocean Shores, Wash., June 29 (G & WH), as none had been noted there earlier. The first migrant Semipalmated Plovers were noted July 8 at Vancouver, B.C. (m.ob.) and July 10 on the s Oregon coast (LT). The high count was of 250 at Ocean Shores July 26 (TS). Single Greater Yellowlegs were noted during June at Fern Ridge Res. (SH), near Vancouver, B.C. (JI), and Tillamook, Ore. (BS). Twelve were found near Kleena Kleene, B.C., June 18 (BW), at the s. edge of their known breeding range. First migrants appeared in late June, with the high count being 35 at Delta, B.C. (JI), July 9. The first migrant Lesser Yellowlegs were found June 30 at Delta, B.C. (JI). There were no obvious high counts and most locales reported no more than 10. Territorial Solitary Sandpipers were noted at Tweedsmuir P.P. along Hwy 20 (BW), somewhat s. of the normal breeding range, and at Gold Lake Bog in the c. Oregon Cascades (HN, TM), an outpost where territorial birds have been noted since 1981. There were 3 records of migrant Solitaries, more than usual in July, all from s. British Columbia and the earliest July 18 (Madelon Schouten). The first reported fall arrival Wandering Tattler was seen July 16 near Bandon on the s. Oregon coast (LT). Often the first reports of rock shorebirds come from this part of the Region. A Terek Sandpiper found July 21 at Sooke Basin, w. of Victoria, V.I. (V & MG, ph. Tim Zurowski, m.ob.) stayed until Aug. 6. This was the first Pacific Coast record s. of Alaska. An Upland Sandpiper found July 23 at Newport, Ore. (†RO) and reported through Aug. 3 furnished one of very few records for w. Oregon. Seven reports of Whimbrel in early June were of either summering birds or late migrants. The first unambiguous reports of migrant Whimbrels came during the first week of July from both the Oregon and Washington coasts, and the high count was of 480 at Ocean Shores July 26 (TS). The first Ruddy Turnstone was at the Bandon marsh on the s. Oregon coast July 10 (LT) and the Regional high count was of 179 birds there 13 days later. Black Turnstones were first noted July 9-10 in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia. The high count was of 28 at Victoria, V.I., July 27 (RS). Surfbirds were first noted July 9 in n. British Columbia (MF) and July 13 in Washington and Oregon (Kathy Liska fide DFa, ML). Sanderlings arrived en masse, as is usual for this species. The first reports were July 16 at Bandon (LT). Two days later, 2000 were at Clatsop Beach, Ore. (JG). The first ad Semipalmated Sandpiper report was of one at Auburn, near Seattle, Wash., July 4 (EH), and the high count of adults was of 125 at Iona I., B.C., July 18 (MP). The first juveniles were noted July 17 in the Vancouver area (BK) and July 22 in Oregon (HN). Adult W. Sandpipers arrived on time, in the last few days of June the 29th at Ocean Shores (G & WH) and the 30th at Delta, B.C. (JI) The only large concentrations reported were on the Oregon coast: 2500 July 3 (JG), 6000+ July 18 (JG), and 2000 July 29 (HN). The first juveniles were noted July 22 at S.J.C.R (HN). Four Least Sandpipers were at Delta (JI) and three at Oak Bay, V.I. (DFr), June 30; elsewhere first arrival reports were July 3. The high count was of 500 at Tillamook July 29 (HN) and there were 6 other counts of over 100. A Least in juv. Plumage was reported from S.J.C.R., July 8 (HN), which was very early. Baird's Sandpipers were early, with the first reports of an adult at Delta July 12 (BK) and 18 at Iona I., July 18 (MP). Adult Pectoral Sandpipers appeared in unusually high numbers, creating several early records for different locales The first was at Delta on the very early date of June 26 (Linda Koch), five were at the Nehalem Sewage Ponds, Ore., July 10 (DL), and 17 adults and five juveniles were at Iona I., July 18 (MP). Baird's and Pectoral sandpiper records were higher than normal this spring, also. Adult Stilt Sandpipers, very rare m the Region, also appeared in unusual numbers. Three were found in s. British Columbia July 10-20 (JI, Hue & Jo Ann MacKenzie), two in Washington July 19-21 (EH), and one at Bandon, Ore., July 24 (LT). The usual sightings of large numbers of Short-billed Dowitchers were lacking; the largest flock reported was of 97 at Bandon July 10 (LT). Two Long-billed Dowitchers apparently summered at Delta (JI), which is highly unusual in this Region. The first southbound migrants were 21 at Delta June 30 (JI), six at Nehalem, Ore., July 7 (JG), and six at Kent, Wash., July 11 (PM). The high count was of 160 at Delta July 29 (JI). The 30+ Wilson's Phalaropes reported from the Vancouver area (fide DK) made a high number. 

LARIDS, ALCIDS -- A Pomarine Jaeger off the Q.C.I., June 11 (RC) was not unexpected, but two on Boundary Bay, near Vancouver, June 12 (MF) were quite irregular. There was also an equally scarce June record of Parasitic Jaeger: two were seen June 17 off the Oregon coast near Yaquina Bay (JA). A jaeger (sp.) was on Bellingham Bay, Wash., June 28 (Geri Walker, fide TW). An ad Long-tailed Jaeger inland on Fern Ridge Res., Lane, Ore., July 21 (†SH) was highly unusual there, but was at the time when the first adults begin to appear offshore. A S. Polar Skua off Westport, Wash., June 14 (TW, BT) furnished one of the earliest records for our Region. They are rare prior to August. Two ad Franklin's Gulls, a very rare age class in the Region, appeared July 11, one at Iona I. (RP) and one at Nehalem, Ore. (†PMu, LW). The first of the usual number of 11+ immatures appeared July 17 in Washington (BK), July 18 in British Columbia (MP), and July 21 in Oregon (TM). Up to 50 Bonaparte's Gulls summered at Delta, B.C. (JI), 20+ at Victoria (RS), and another 60 at Nehalem, Ore. (HN). No other summering birds were reported. Heermann's Gulls came N in the usual numbers, and on schedule, with first reports in late June. An adult on the Monmouth Sedimentation Ponds, Polk, in the Willamette valley July 22 (†RG) provided the first inland record for Oregon away from the Columbia River. At the end of July, small numbers of Black-legged Kittiwakes were noted at Lucy I., B.C. (MF), at Grays Harbor (G & WH, TW), and at S.J.C.R. (HN). Prior to that, singles were seen at Dungeness, Wash. (D & SS) and at Vancouver, B.C. (†MP), and small numbers were found in the Q.C.I. (RC). There were no summering flocks reported. The 100 Caspian Terns on the s. arm of the Fraser R., June 28 (B. & P. Spitman, fide DK) made the highest count ever reported from British Columbia, and should indicate that the surplus non-breeding population is high enough that formation of a new colony is imminent. There were no reports of summering Com. Terns. Two ad Arctic Terns were at the breeding locale at Everett, Wash., during June and July (PM, GG). Nesting success there was unknown. Elsewhere, two adults were off Westport June 14 (TW) and single adults were seen July 11-13 at Tillamook (JG, DL) and July 17-18 in the Boundary Bay region (†BK, MP). An ad Forster's Tern July 19 at Iona I. (†BK) furnished the 9th documented record for the Vancouver area Another adult was at Fern Ridge Res., Ore., June 4 (TM). Two 
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Black Terns were seen during June in the Seattle area (m.ob.). Neither of these two tern species breeds in the Region. A die off of about 80+ juv. Com. Murres per male was noted at the end of July on the n. Oregon beaches (JA, HN). This probably correlated with an abrupt increase in sea surface temperature, from 9º to 14ºC within a week. There were 6 reports of Ancient Murrelet off Oregon and Washington in the last one-half of July, for an unheard-of number of reports. A Horned Puffin was seen June 30 at the Cape Lookout, Ore., puffin colony (Duncan Evered, fide TW). In recent years, virtually all reports of Horned Puffins in the s. one-half of the Region have been of individuals at Tufted colonies. In the n. one-half of the Region, small numbers of Horneds breed in the northern Q.C.I., and two were noted there June 12 (RC). 

PIGEONS THROUGH WRENS -- Five Band-tailed Pigeons e. of Kleena Kleene, B.C., June 16 (BW) were e. of the known breeding range. A N. Hawk-Owl at Garibaldi P.P., B.C., July 18 (P. Michael, fide DK) was s. of its regular breeding range. There were no reports from Manning P.P., the breeding outpost on the international boundary. There was one report of Spotted Owl from British Columbia (fide DK), where the species is almost extirpated. The nesting birds found in British Columbia last year were not relocated, and a new clearcut nearby is suspected. Black Swifts were seen regularly in the Breitenbush, Marion, area (BB) and at Salt Creek falls, Lane (TM, Al McGie), both in the c. Oregon Cascades No nests have been found in the state. Breeding at Salt Creek falls has been suspected since 1985. The male Costa's Hummingbird near Vancouver, B.C., was last seen June 1 (DK, MF), and another ad male appeared at a feeder in Medford, Ore., July 4+ (ph. Penny Stewart). Why are there so many records for this species in Oregon? They are very rare in both adjacent Washington and n. California. BW found seven territorial Alder Flycatchers at Clearwater L, e. of Tweedsmuir P.P., along Hwy 20, well s.w. of the known breeding range. There were 20+ Willow Flycatchers in the vicinity also. A territorial male Least Flycatcher near Monroe, Snohomish, Wash., June6-July 3 (Bill Boyce, m.ob.) apparently did not find a mate. Most of the handful of Regional records, are of summering birds. DF found breeding Dusky Flycatchers in practically every clearcut with chaparral-type shrub communities in the Diamond Lake Ranger District of the s. Oregon Cascades, and noted that he encountered them more often than in the previous 3 years. Duskies are not common breeders anywhere else in the Region; this could signify a range expansion. Alternatively, it could be a localized response to available habitat; the shrub community in clearcuts to the north is either controlled with herbicides or dominated by alder and other non-chaparral species. There were 2 reports of W. Kingbird away from known breeding locations, one a breeding record in the Puyallup, Wash., valley July 25 (John Gatchet) and the other a single at Sidney I., V.I., June 2 (RS). Wandering E. Kingbirds were almost as scarce away from the lower Fraser valley where they have become established as breeders. One was in Tacoma, Wash., June 27 (Jon Jensen), one at Beaverton, Ore., June 14 (BT), and two were on southern V.I. (RS, Jerry & Gladys Anderson). The Puget Sound prairie population of Horned Larks is probably composed of a handful of birds, mostly residing on Ft. Lewis, Pierce. At least 2 pairs and one young were noted there this summer (GW). After years of decline, Purple Martin numbers seem to have stabilized, and are on the increase in areas where nest boxes are provided. Colonies are located in the Oregon Cascades (BB) and Willamette valley (SH), and there were 2 reports from the coast range (TM) and Bandon (LT). In Washington, they were reported from Washougal along the Columbia R. (WC), Ft. Lewis (GW), Seattle (EH), Bainbridge I. (GG), L. Sammamish (Pam Stanton Wyman), and San Juan I. (Frank Pitelka, ML). In British Columbia, a remnant population breeds at Cowichan Bay, V.I. Four pairs were noted there May 27 (WW) and six birds July 25 (RC). Single Bank Swallows were observed in the Vancouver, B.C., area June 13 (MP) and July 19 (BK). They are very rare in summer in our Region. Comments on swallow breeding success were uniformly positive (DF, HN, WC).  House Wren range increases were described from Suave I., Ore. (HN), near McCleary, Mason, Wash. (PM, BT), and the Vancouver, B.C., area (†RC), all generally w of their irregular breeding range in our Region. Rock Wrens are definitely increasing their range in the Cascades, spilling over on to the w. slopes. Three were noted June 20-21 in Manrang P.P. (WW), where they are very unusual, one was at Olallie Lake, Marion, Ore., June 25 (DI), and they were found in several rockless clearcuts containing logging debris at middle elevations in the s. Oregon Cascades (DF). 

THRUSHES THROUGH FINCHES -- The W. Bluebird population of Ft. Lewis, Wash., had very good breeding success, as there were no prolonged cold, rainy periods (GW). At least 650 fledglings were produced from the northernmost large population in the Region. There were 3 sightings of bluebirds in the Victoria area (J & RS), including one immature, indicating this vestigial population is still reproducing. A Brown Thrasher June 6 in Portland, Ore. (Sylvia Gallagher) was found dead the next day (*Portland State Univ., fide HN) for the 2nd summer record for the Region. Breeding records of Red-eyed Vireo are scarce in w. Oregon. A singing male was at Scoggins Valley Park during June (JE, DL) and the nest of a pair was located at Fern Ridge Res. (SH). A singing male Tennessee Warbler was tape-recorded June3-4 in Jericho Park, Vancouver (†WW, †RC et al.), for the 9th Vancouver area record. Another Tennessee was at Portland, Ore., June 17 (†JG). Three Black-throated Gray Warblers at Sooke, V.I., July 25 (RC) were possibly post-breeding wanderers from the mainland, as the breeding population on the island is very small. Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted in well above normal numbers in the s. Oregon Cascades (DF). Two pairs of Lazuli Bunting were located in the Vancouver area this summer (†Andy Stewart, Linda Murray, Mrs. Moore) and one bred successfully. Another Lazuli spent June at North Bend, Coos, Ore. (LT). They are very rare breeders in Coastal areas. A small colony of Grasshopper Sparrows, almost unknown as breeders in this Region, was found e. of White City, Jackson, s. Oregon in June (Howard Sands), and two singing males were at Fern Ridge Res., June 16-17 (†SH, TM). A new colony of Yellow-headed Blackbirds was found on Ft. Lewis, Wash, in June (GW). There are fewer than 5 known colonies in w Washington. The female Common Grackle (see spring report) at Veneta, Ore., stayed until, at least June 17 (TM). Cassin's Finches appear to be common breeders in clear-or partial cuts well w. of the crest in the s. Oregon Cascades (DF). They are unknown as breeders elsewhere in the Region. Red-Crossbill numbers throughout the Region, in both the lowlands and the mountains, began to increase dramatically in mid-July (DF, BT, DK). Two White-winged Crossbills were at Alliford Bay, Q.C.I., June 6 (RC). They are scarce breeders in the archipelago In the Washington and Oregon Cascades, White-wingeds staged a minor incursion. They were first noted flying overhead, with many Reds, July 18-19 along the Washington Cascade crest (BT, Mike Donahue, EH). Three seen July 31 in the n. Oregon Cascades furnished the southernmost reports (Bill Meyer) Evening Grosbeak numbers were well below levels of the past couple of years (DF, BT, TW). 
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