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Autumn Migration, 1985

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

After a hot, very dry summer the Region experienced a cool fall period, starting out dry, becoming abnormally wet in September, then dry in October. Undoubtedly the most significant weather came in November, the coldest on record for many localities. Winter began early in the month, blanketing the Region with snow that never left, and simultaneously bringing early freezeup of most water, driving out waterfowl. There were indications of hardship for birds and of early arrivals and increased numbers of northern species. Paradoxically, there were sightings of very late lingering summer individuals. 
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ABBREVIATIONS -- Hart Mt. N.A.R. = Hart Mountain Nat'l Antelope Ref., Lake Co., Ore.; Malheur = Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref, Ore. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- A Red-throated Loon appeared at Mann's L., Lewiston, Ida., Oct. 19 (RN). Single Pacific Loons were reported at Sunnyside, Ida. (PRS), w. of American Fails, Ida., (DT, CHT), and at Malheur (A & MA). Washington had four on Clear L., e. of White Pass, Yakima (EC, DG, AS), two near the Yakima R. delta, Richland (REW); one at Central Ferry (NB); one at McNary N.W.R., Burbank (BH, DH); and one on Soap L., Grant (JA). Red-necked Grebes were reported to be spreading in s.e. Idaho (CHT). Single Red-necked and Eared grebes appeared at Hood R., Ore., for Anderson's first county sightings. Up to 10 Clark's Grebes were sighted on Moses L, Wash. (DG, PM, m.ob.), and one was at the Yakima delta (REW). The species also was noted at Hart Mt. N.A.R. (WHP). Deschutes, Ore., had its first record of the species when three were identified in a large flock of W. Grebes (TC, CM). Single Great Egrets, rare in the American Falls-Blackfoot area of s.e Idaho, furnished 3 sightings (JT), and one to two were 
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sighted at the Walla Walla R. delta near Wallula, Wash., Aug. 26-Oct. 19 (BH). The species produced 1092 young this year at Malheur and Snowy Egrets there showed an increase this year with 410 young. At least 2 pairs of Cattle Egrets nested again this year in the Malheur Basin (CDL). One Cattle Egret at Kootenai N.W.R., Ida., Nov. 3 made the 2nd record there (LDN), and two appeared near College Place, Wash., Nov. 2 (NB). A single bird was at Tranquille, B.C., Oct. 28 (WT). A Green-backed Heron appeared at Hat Rock S.P., Umatilla, Ore., for the only report (TG). An imm. Black-crowned Night-Heron along the Salmon R., 25 mi n.w. of Salmon, Ida., provided that area's first record (HR), and one at Swan L., Vernon, B.C., was noteworthy (PR). White-faced Ibises established an all-time record at Malheur, producing 3318 young. A near-certain indication of re- colonization by the species in the Warner Valley between Adel and Plush, Ore., was the observation of 143 adults and 26 immatures Aug. 7 (WHP). 

WATERFOWL -- Minidoka N.W.R., Ida., reached a peak of 1000 Tundra Swans. An ad. Trumpeter Swan made a surprise appearance at Walla Walla, Wash., Nov. 13 (BH, LMcC). Three Trumpeters, thought to be victims of lead shot poisoning, were picked up in the Coeur d' Alene R. drainage of n. Idaho (JN) for the first record in that area since 1914. A Ross' Goose was seen at Stratford, Wash., in October (DG, EM, BW, m.ob.), and 32 flew over Hart Mt. N.A.R., Nov. 3 (WHP). Columbia N.W.R., Wash., reported a peak of 10,000 Canada Geese in mid-November. One "Cackling" Goose accompanied Canadas on the Snake R., w. of Clarkston, Wash., Nov. 9 (LL). An ad. Brant at Stratford Oct. 13 was a rarity (BW) and an ad. Barnacle Goose there Oct. 12-13 (BW, m.ob.) was considered by most observers to be wild (Why?–K.K.]. Canada Goose and Mallard numbers were down drastically at Metcalf N.W.R., Mont., and the duck population at Minidoka N.W.R. was the lowest in 30 years although Canada Geese there reached 2000. The fall duck migration at Malheur was the worst in recent history. Other than the 3000 Mallards using refuge grain fields in late August, no concentrations of ducks occurred there. By contrast, ducks at Columbia N.W.R. peaked at about 40,000 in mid-November. Mallard numbers at Kootenai N.W.R. continued their downward trend. Single Eur. Wigeons appeared near Helena, Mont., for a latilong first (JJ), on Flagstaff L. in Oregon's Warner Valley (WHP), and at Bend, Ore. (TC, CM). "Thousands" of Am. Wigeons were at the Walla Walla R. delta, Wash., in September. A brood of four young Ring-necked Ducks at Hart Mt. N.A.R., Aug. 10 provided the first breeding record there (WHP). Single female Greater Scaup were identified at Walla Walla (DH) and at Klamath Falls, Ore. (SS). The Pack R. delta, Pend Oreille L., n. Idaho had 300-400 of this species Nov. 28 (BM). One to two Oldsquaws were sighted in the Pasco-Walla Walla area (BH, DH, B.M.A.S., m.ob., TG) and at Coulee City, Wash. (JA). Okanagan Landing, B.C., had two (MCo, PR). Kootenai N.W.R. had one for the 2nd record there. A female plumaged bird at Springfield, Ida., was notable (JT et al.). A Black Scoter on a pond w. of Wapato was Yakima's first, and the 3rd for e. Washington (DG, AS). A Surf Scoter at Kootenai N.W.R., Oct. 3 was the refuge's first (LDN), and one appeared at Robinson L., extreme n. Boundary, Ida. a few days later (JM). Three females shot on the Pend Oreille R., n. Idaho, provided the first record in that latilong since 1970 (JM). One was identified at Libby Dam, Lincoln, Mont., for the latilong's first (JH, BC, MS), and a female at Malheur was the 3rd there (MA). In s. Idaho a male appeared at American Falls, a female was sighted near Eagle Rock s.w. of there (CHT), and a female showed up at the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab, Arco, for the first there (TR, BV). Eastern Washington had a few sightings, mostly in the s.c. part, and Trail, B.C., had three birds (ME). A total of 17 Surf Scoters was sighted in Walla Walla, Wash. (BH, DH, m.ob.). A White-winged Scoter at Robson, B.C., Nov. 3 was apparently that area's first (ME), and one at Hayden L., n. Idaho, was noteworthy (PH). A few White-wingeds appeared in e. Oregon and Washington, s.e. Idaho, and at Libby Dam. Several hundred Red-breasted Mergansers spent October on the Snake R. below American Falls. The only others reported were six on the Snake R. near Asotin (C.B.) and three near Central Ferry, Wash. (NB). 

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES -- A phenomenal 90 Turkey Vultures circled over Armstrong, B.C., Sept. 7 (JG). Malheur counted 79 on its late August raptor transects. The nest at Kootenai N.W.R. that fledged two Bald Eagles this summer was demolished by strong winds, but the parent birds replaced it in October in the same tree. Migrating numbers of this species were down markedly there, as were they in the Libby area. Five N. Goshawk sightings were reported. Swainson's Hawks continued their decline at Malheur. Three Ferruginous Hawks lingered until Nov. 30 in Fort Rock Valley, Lake, Ore., at the n. edge of their wintering range (CM). A Rough-legged Hawk broke the all-time record for early fall appearance at Malheur, arriving Aug. 21 (MA, SH). In the Nov. 10 snowstorm in the Walla Walla area, 77 Rough-leggeds were counted (B.M.A.S.). Golden Eagle numbers at Malheur remained low, as there has been no build- up of jackrabbit numbers. Two Peregrine Falcon and 3 Gyrfalcon sightings were reported. Two to three thousand Sandhill Cranes stopped at Chapperon L., w. of Vernon, B.C., Sept. 15 (MC, RH et al.). The peak movement of Greater Sandhills out of Malheur was Sept. 22. Counts of migrating cranes leaving the refuge totalled 4292; about 1.2% were Lesser Sandhills. Peak staging population of Greater Sandhills at Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida., reached 2900, down from last year (ECB)

S.A.
Foster parent Sandhill Cranes fledged 11 Whooping Crane chicks at Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida. About 23 older Whooping Cranes were thought to be surviving as of migration time. An all-time high of nine summered at Grays Lake (ECB). 



SHOREBIRDS -- Black-bellied Plovers were noted migrating through the w. part of the Region Sept. 9-Oct. 16. Eight were at Kootenai N.W.R. on the latter date for a rare sighting (LDN). At least 30 Lesser Golden-Plovers accompanied Black-bellied Plovers 
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at American Falls Res, Oct 12 (CHT), and single birds were sighted at the Walla Walla R. delta and near the state line s. of Walla Walla (BH et al.). One to two Semipalmated Plovers stopped in the Lewiston, Ida., vicinity (PP, MK, WH, OM); Fortine, Mont., had four (WW); and one was sighted at Wenas L, n.w. of Yakima (AS). Latest sightings of the species were Oct. 14 at Malheur (CDL) and Nov. 12 near Central Ferry (NB), both late dates. At least 20 Black-necked Stilts were found w. of Potholes Res., Moses Lake, Wash., Aug. 4 (PM), and two to three appeared at the Yakima delta in August (REW). Five Greater Yellowlegs along the Columbia R. shore at Brisco, B.C., Sept. 26 were catching and eating the fish chased toward them by Com. Mergansers (LH). One Greater Yellowlegs lingered at Vernon until Nov. 10, very late (JG, MCo). Two Lesser Yellowlegs were migrating through Brisco Aug. 19 (LH). The lake at Reardan, Wash., had a surprising 150 Aug. 17 (BW). A Solitary Sandpiper at Cow L., Boundary, Ida. was noteworthy (PRS), as was one along Dodson Road, Columbia N.W.R. (BMo). Singles appeared at Malheur (MA), the Yakima delta (REW), and in the Klamath Falls vicinity (SS). Reardan had three (BW); Grant, Wash., seven; Tumalo Res., Ore., three (TC); Springfield, Ida. four (CHT, CW); and Somers, Mont., three (EH). The only Willet reported was at Kamloops, B.C., where the species is rare (CR). Mann's L., Lewiston, had a Marbled Godwit Aug. 27 (C.B.) and single birds were observed near Hart Mt. N.A.R., July 12-13 and Aug. 1 (WHP). Three appeared at Rajneeshpuram, Ore. (SDR), and the Yakima delta hosted up to seven (BH, REW, TG, SM et al.). Two Black Turnstones reported at Ochoco L., Sept. 8 would apparently provide e. Oregon's first record (VT, DL). The only Red Knots were one that showed up at the Walla Walla delta (DH) and another at Ochoco L., Ore. (BC). Sanderlings could almost have been called common at American Falls Res., Lewiston, Malheur, and the Yakima and Walla Walla deltas. Two at Hood River made latilong firsts (DA); singles were observed at Bend and at Haystack Res., s. of Madras, Ore. (MR). Semipalmated Sandpipers were supposedly the most common shorebirds at Fortine, with up to 34 (WW), and a few were sighted at Cold Springs N.W.R. (CC) and at the Walla Walla delta (BH, DH). A single bird was found at Dodson Rd., Grant, Wash., and 50 were in the Kalispell-Somers, Mont., area Aug. 13 (EH). A White-rumped Sandpiper reported at Dry L. near Fortine Aug. 29 would be n.w. Montana's first (WW). Baird's Sandpipers were moving through the Region Aug. 13-Oct. 14; a surprising concentration of 35 was at Bend Aug. 14 (TC). The largest groups of Pectoral Sandpipers were of 70 at Ochoco L. (TC), 50 at Cascade Res., Ida. (HR), and 32 s. of Klamath Falls (SS). The only Dunlins reported were near Hart Mt. N.A.R. (WHP), three at Lewiston (CV), and two at Bend (TC). Up to 45 Stilt Sandpipers were spotted at the Walla Walla R. mouth (BH, DH) and 25 appeared near Somers, Mont. (EH). Singles were found at American Falls Res. (CHT), up to four appeared at Reardan, Wash. (JA), and one to two appeared at Wenas L. (DG, AS). Surprising were up to seven at Swan L., Vernon (MCo, PMcA) and one at Kamloops (RH). Single Buff-breasted Sandpipers made rare stops at Vernon Sept. 3 and at Commonage, s. of Vernon, Sept. 12 (MCo, PR, PMcA). Five Short-billed Dowitchers were noted near Klamath Falls (SS), three at Hood R., Ore. (DA), one at Reardan (JA), and one at American Falls Res. (CHT). One at Dry L., Fortine, was noteworthy (WW). Long-billed Dowitcher numbers reached 1000 at Malheur Sept. 27 (CDL). A winter-plumaged Red Phalarope was identified at the Walla Walla delta Oct. 4 (DH). 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- A Pomarine Jaeger at McNary Dam near Umatilla, Ore., in early September was a rare find (CC, MC). A Parasitic Jaeger at Sandpoint, Ida., Sept. 22 was the latilong's first, and a surprising four jaegers of unknown species were sighted at nearby Sunnyside the same day (PRS). Up to five Parasitic Jaegers were sighted in the Walla Walla R. delta-McNary Dam area, also in September (TG, REW, BH, SM, B M.A.S.) and one was at Swan L., Vernon, Sept. 7 (PR). At Malheur, jaegers thought to be Parasitics were present most of September with a phenomenal 15 at mid-month (CDL, MA) The species is reportedly becoming a regular fall migrant at American Falls Dam (CHT). The Walla Walla delta had a Franklin's Gull (BH) and a Mew Gull (BH, L & JG). The Tachie R. delta n.w. of Fort St. James, B.C., also had a Mew Gull Aug. 29, and two first-winter Ring- billed Gulls the previous day for probably the first record there (GRAE). Single Thayer's Gulls appeared at Vernon (MCo, PR, JG) and Sandpoint (PRS), and up to six visited Ice Harbor Dam e. of Pasco (BH). Many sightings of first-year birds of this species near American Falls Dam indicated they are regular fall migrants there (CHT). A nearly adult-plumaged W. Gull was photographed as it stayed around American Falls Dam Aug 19- Nov. 10 (CHT) and one was carefully identified at Ice Harbor Dam e. of Pasco, Wash., in late November (BH). The only Glaucous Gull was one at Richland, Wash., Nov. 28 (PEW) The Walla Walla delta was visited by Glaucous-winged Gulls (BH, B.M.A.S.) and a Sabine's Gull (BH). One of the latter at Sand- point was the latilong's first (PRS). Single Sabine's were photo- graphed at Libby Dam (JH, KC, MS) and at American Falls Dam (CHT), and one was sighted on 2 dates at McNary Dam, Ore (CC, MC, TG). Moses L. also had a visit from one (EH) as did the Walla Walla delta (BH). Twenty Com. Terns were sighted at Sandpoint Sept 22 (PRS), up to eight appeared at the Walla Walla delta (BH), and one was seen at Malheur Oct. 22 (CDL). Over 100 were near American Falls Dam in September (CHT). Three Forster's Terns lingered at Creston, B.C., until Sept. 14 (GD, LV), three were at Lewiston Sept. 18 (CV), and one was at Sandpoint Sept 22 (PRS). The Walla Walla delta had a Black Tern as late as Sept 30 (BH). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- Jefferson, Ore, had its first Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Haystack Res., Sept. 3 (BC) Swan L. had a Com. Barn-Owl Aug. 26 (PR). The only Snowy Owl reports were of one at Robson Nov. 12 (MB) and one at Fortine (WW). An owl survey of Ferry, Pond Oreille, and Stevens, Wash., included one pair and four individual Barred Owls and at least 13 male, four female, and two imm. Boreal Owls (Be, BW). One Boreal was located at Harrison L., w of Bonners Ferry (CN). A Barred Owl was heard in the Blue Mts of n.e. Oregon Oct. 26 (MC). Two imm. Great Gray Owls were found in Benewah, Ida. (D & CG), and two were reported in n c Oregon (B.M.A.S.). A canyon in the Peola, Wash., area yielded another (MJP). An injured Long-eared Owl picked up at Bonners Ferry was apparently the latilong's first (KE). A dead imm. Black Swift at Frenchglen provided s.e Oregon's first record; the bird showed no external evidence of having been brought in on a car grill (CDL). A Black Swift was with Vaux's Swifts at Hat Rock S.P., Umatilla, Ore., Sept. 8 for a latilong first (TG). Malheur had 2 Red-breasted Sapsucker sightings (M & AA, TC, CDL). A Gray Flycatcher was sighted in Navarre Canyon 10 mi s.w. of Chelan, Wash.; an Ash-throated Flycatcher appeared at Colockum Cr., 10 mi s.e. of Wenatchee, Wash., Aug. 2, and an immature of this species was at Vantage, Wash., Sept. 9 (EH). 

JAYS THROUGH FINCHES -- Blue Jays frequented Woodland Park at Kalispell, Mont. (EJ), and one appeared in Lewiston Orchards, Ida. (NN). In British Columbia lone birds visited Lavington (WC), Nakusp (JS), and Robson (MB). Two Clark's Nutcrackers visited a Umatilla, Ore., yard Aug. 1 for a very unusual place and date (MC). Possibly a family group of four Black- capped Chickadees along the Link R. near Klamath Falls suggested breeding in that area (SS). A few Boreal Chickadees along Trout Cr. in the Selkirk Mts. of Boundary, Ida., Aug 13 indicated probable breeding there (CHT). The species appeared at Hayden L., Ida. Aug. 7 for the latilong's first record (PH) A Winter Wren in the Elkhorn Mts. s.e. of Helena provided the latilong's first record (LMcE). A Varied Thrush showed up in the Helena Valley, where the species is rarely seen (GH), and a 
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very late one was sighted near Stevensville, Mont, Nov 27 (C & SC) Bohemian Waxwings apparently had scarcely arrived before the period's end; the only report was of four in Richland Nov 22 (REW). Vernon had a very late Cedar Waxwing nest with four young Sept. 5 (JB, JG). A Philadelphia Vireo was reported at Panhandle L. near Newport, Wash., Sept. 11 (EL). Malheur banded a Black-throated Gray Warbler Aug. 19 and two were sighted there Oct. 12 (C.B.) A carefully-examined Blackpoll Warbler at Richland Sept 2 apparently made the first acceptable record for Washington (REW, PW). A warbler that hit a window near Missoula, Merit, in late August was identified in hand as a Blackpoll Warbler for w. Montana's first fall record (PLW). Malheur had one Sept. 13 (MSm). An imm. Am. Redstart in Richland Aug. 16 was REW's first ever there, and he had an ad. male there Sept. 10 A N. Waterthrush at the Walla Walla R. delta Aug. 24 was a real surprise (BH, DH), and one at Haystack Res., Sept. 3 was the 2nd for Jefferson, Ore. (BC). Single White-throated Sparrows were sighted at Vernon (JQ), Malheur (TC), College Place, Wash. (RL), near Spokane (JA), and at Troy, Mont. (KB). An imm. Harris' Sparrow frequented a Kootenai, Ida. feeder for apparently the first fall record for the latilong (PRS). Hart Mt. N.A.R. recorded its first Harris' Nov. 11-17 (WHP), and two birds w. of Oroville, Wash., supposedly provided the first record in that latilong (KBr). The species apparently has become a regular but scarce migrant through the Region, with every state and British Columbia reporting a few. A Smith's Longspur, apparently Idaho's and the Region's first, was well seen on Michaud Flats between Pocatello and American Falls Res., Nov. 14 (CW, CHT). The same place had a McCown's Longspur Nov. 23 (JT, CHT) and up to 15 Lapland Longspurs Nov. 11-23 (CHT]. An imm. Lapland Longspur was sighted on Round Top Mt., n.e. Pend Oreille, Wash., Sept. 29 (BW, Be). A few Laplands showed up at Knutsford, Vernon, and Creston, and three appeared on Steens Mt., Harney, Ore., Oct 20 (MA). Two Rusty Blackbirds at Robinson L., 15 min. of Bonners Ferry, Ida., Oct. 5 were the latilong's first (JM). Large numbers of White-winged Crossbills invaded the n rim of the Region and the Cascade Mts. as far s. as Klamath, Ore. Common Redpolls were reaching e. Washington and Oregon m November. They were "numerous" in Walla Walla and "invaded" Burns, Ore. Six Hoary Redpolls were reported with Com Redpolls at Vernon Nov. 1 (JQ). A pair of Lesser Goldfinches was sighted at Malheur Oct. 12 (PS, C.B.). 

CORRIGENDUM -- The Ancient Murrelet picked up near Elkford (AB 39:80) was interior British Columbia's 3rd, not the first (LH). 

OBSERVERS CITED -- James Acton, David Anderson, Anne & Merle Archie, Nigel Ball, Eugene C. Barney, John Baumbrough, Blue Mt. Audubon Society (B.M.A.S.], Ken Brunner (KBr), Kay Burk, Mae Burrows, Chuck & Suzi Campbell, Wayne Campbell, Canyon Birders (C.B.), Mary Collins (MCo), Barb Combs, Bobbie Couvillion (BCo), Craig Corder, Marion Corder, Tom Crabtree, Emily Cragg, Gary Davidson, G.R.A. Ebel, Maurice Ellison, Ken English, Margaret Flerchinger, Dale & Carole Goble, Larry & Jacque Good- hew, Danny Granstrand, Tony Greager, James Grant, Jean Habeck, Larry Halverson, Bill Hayes, Winnie Hepburn, Steve Herman, David Herr, George Holton, Rick Howie, Peg Hughes, Eugene Hunn, John Jancic, Elly Jones, Kay Kasperson, Merlene Koliner, Earl Larrison, Susan Lattomus, Louise LaVoie, Ruth Lepiane, C. D. Little- field, Donna Lusthoff, Phil Mattocks, Pat McAllister (PMcA), Larry McCloskey (LMcC), Lawrence McEvoy (LMcE], Opal McIntyre, Craig Miller, Ed Miller, Bob Moate, Jean Monks, Margaret Morris, Bob Morse (BMo], Shirley Muse, Larry D. Napier, Ron Neu, Nora Nicely, John Nigh, Craig Norris, Bill O'Connell, Peggy Pedigo, W. H Pyle, John Quirk, Phil Ranson, Swami Deva Rashid, Tim Reynolds, Clara Ritcey, Mike Robbins, Hadley Roberts, Max Robertson (MRo), Paul R. Sieracki, John Sloan, Mark Smith (MSm), Andy Stepniewski, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Marjorie Swanson, Dan Taylor, Verda Teale, Wait Tennant, Joel Tinsley, C.H. Trost, Linda VanDamme, Carole Vande Voorde, B. Vogel, Cheryl Webb, Winton Weydemeyer, Bart Whelton, Pat & Robert E. Woodley, Philip L Wright


Autumn Migration, 1985

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Eugene S. Hunn, and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

[image: ]
August was warm and dry. An Upland Sandpiper, two Hudsonian Godwits, one Bar-tailed Godwit, and two Curlew Sandpipers appeared August 17-23, perhaps associated with a strong front that came ashore the night of the 17th. September was a bit cool with average precipitation. October was cold and wet. The arrival of three Tropical Kingbirds on southern Vancouver Island October 22-26 followed the strong front of October 22. November was dry and very cold with monthly average temperatures 8-9øF below par at Portland and Seattle and dropping to 25° sub-par from November 20 on. Four Gyrfalcons turned up November 9-16 with Common Redpolls not far behind, November 17, as if they had early warning of the big freeze. We welcome detailed reports from M. Hearne and S. Johnston for the Queen Charlotte Islands, at the poorly-documented northern edge of our Region. 

ABBREVIATIONS--Q.C.I. = Queen Charlotte Is.; S.J.C.R. = south jetty of the Columbia River; V.I. = Vancouver Island. Place names in italics are counties. 

PENGUIN THROUGH HERONS -- An ad. Humboldt Penguin Aug. 27-Sept. 4 off Willoughby Rock, Grays Harbor, Wash. (S. Speich, S. Jeffries, P. Martin) must have been ship- assisted. Two were reported off V.I. some years back. The summering Yellow-billed Loon at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Ore., was found dead Aug. 15 (Hatfield Marine Science Center, fide HN). Two others arrived in late fall. The one seen Oct. 24 at White Rock, B.C. (JW), may have been the same bird seen off Pt. Roberts, WhatCom, Wash., Nov. 10+ (H & JM et al.). Another appeared Nov. 9 at Sequim Bay, Clallam, Wash. (DS). Although Clark's Grebes nest in e. Washington and Oregon, they are rare among the numerous wintering W. Grebes of the bays and coast. Three single birds were noted in s. Oregon, at Heceta Head, Lane, Aug. 21-24 (†SH, MH), at Gold Beach, Curry, and at Coos Bay Nov. 12 (VT, fide HN). Two were in the San Juan Is, Nov. 9 (TW) for one of very few w. Washington records. We received reports (more or less complete) from 17 offshore trips this fall, 14 of those between Aug. 25 and Sept. 21, with none after Oct. 6. Homeports ranged from Brookings, Ore., at 42°N, to Bamfield on southern V.I. at 48°30'N. There were no surprises among the tubenoses. Black-footed Albatrosses were at par with 111 Aug. 25 off Grays Harbor, Wash. (TW), the high count. Northern Fulmars were abundant, especially off Ram- field, V.I., where 6000 were tallied Sept. 5 (fide VG). Pink- footed Shearwaters were also numerous, with 773 off Grays Harbor Aug. 30 (TW) the peak count. One to two Flesh-footed Shearwaters were picked out among these flocks on 6 Grays Harbor and 2 Bamfield trips. Buller's Shearwaters continued the gradual upswing first noted in 1983. They were first noted Aug. 31 off Grays Harbor and peaked there at 123 Oct. 6 (TW) A trip out of Newport, Lincoln, Ore., Oct. 5 reported 150 (SH) Short-tailed Shearwaters were scarce, reported on just 2 trips Three were seen off Grays Harbor Sept. 8 (TW) and at least one was off Tillamook Bay, Ore., Sept. 15 (fide HN). Two or more were reported from shore at Florence, Lane, Ore., in an unusual inshore concentration of 75 N. Fulmars Nov. 2 (DF, SH, VT). A Buller's Shearwater was seen there with a few N Fulmars Nov. 5 (DF). The only Leach's Storm-Petrels were three off Grays Harbor Aug. 10 (TW). Fork-taileds were abundant off Bamfield, V.I., with a high count of 1760 Aug. 29 (fide VG). The 660 off Grays Harbor Aug. 10 tapered off rapidly to just one to four from there after Aug. 30 (TW, ESH). Four Am. White Pelicans strayed W this fall. Two were at Surrey, B.C., Sept. 25 (P. Jones), a single was nearby in Vancouver Sept. 28-Oct. 14, and one was on Agate L., near Medford, Ore., Oct. 25 (OS, fide MM). They are of less-than-annual occurrence in the Region. Brown Pelicans had another good year from our perspective. There were several V.I. reports, with six as far n. as Pachena Pt. on the w. coast Aug. 29 (MS, fide DK). High counts included 83 over Tatoosh I., Clallam, Wash., Aug. 29 (B. Paine et al.), 285 at Grays Harbor in late September (M. Price), and 1500 at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 28 (PP) Of those at the S.J.C.R., 30-35% were judged adult. A strong S movement was noted Nov. 5-16 at Florence, Ore. (DF, SH, S. Gordon). Single Great and Snowy egrets reached s. Washington; the Great Egret was on the Palix R., Pacific, Aug. 24+ (B. & G. Ramsey, m.ob.) and the Snowy--the 3rd for w. Washington-- was seen at Camas, Clark, Oct. 1-2 (†W. Cady). For the first fall in many years no Cattle Egrets were found. Black-crowned Night-Herons have established a few winter roosts w. of the Cascades. The Stanwood, Snohomish, Wash., roost has steadily grown, with 17+ there Sept. 11+ (C. Howard, m.ob.). 

SWANS THROUGH CRANES -- Tundra Swans arrived Oct. 24 at Renton, King, Wash. (J. Sanford), and Nov. 2+ elsewhere. Anomalous early sightings were of 46 Sept. 13 over Ashland, Ore. (MM), and of one Sept. 19 at Delta, B.C. (H & JM). Trumpeters were first noted Oct. 28 at Kent, King, Wash (R. Hazard) and Oct. 29 in the Q.C.I. (P. Slobodvian, fide SJ). After Nov. 9 they were widespread. The Greater White-fronted Goose migration was on time and heavy this September. High counts were of 65 Aug. 30 at Grays Harbor (PWM), 250 on Sauvie I., Sept. 3 (HN), and 100 at Victoria, V.I., Sept. 15 (H Vander Pol, fide VG). Many of these w. slope migrants apparently cross over to the Klamath basin near Diamond L. on the Cascade crest n. of Crater L., as DF and R. Menke counted 1000+ there Sept. 26 flying SE and noted smaller flocks Sept 4-Oct. 3. A blue-phase Snow Goose turned up Nov. 10-15 at Dungeness, Clallam, Wash. (D & SS, ph.). It was either an escape or far w. of its usual haunts, as no blue-phase birds are known from the Siberian populations that normally winter here. The Ross' Goose at Ankeny N.W.R., Ore., Nov. 16-23 (fide EE) like- wise was far w. of its normal route. Three Tufted Ducks were reported, an imm. male in Seattle Oct. 19-Nov. 8, another male at Iona I., B.C., Oct. 22 (AS), and a female in Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 13-20 (BK et al.). A female King Eider Nov. 17+ at Vancouver provided the 7th local record (JH, †BK). Single Oldsquaws at Delta, B.C., Aug. 3 (RC) and off 
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Protection I, Jefferson, Wash., Sept 18 (ESH et al.) apparently summered. The Capitol L., Thurston, Wash., fall concentration of Barrow's Goldeneyes reached 2000+ Nov. 6, exceeding previous years' counts by 500+ (G. & W. Hoge). The Turkey Vulture parade through southeastern V.I. was record-setting. The total passage was estimated at 1884 Aug. 12-Nov. 10, with daily counts of 82-343 during the peak movement Sept. 17-25. A 2nd peak occurred Oct. 2-3 with the passage of 225 more (fide VG). Rogue Valley, Jackson, Ore., observers also monitored this migration, counting 525 vultures Sept. 2-29, with peaks of 200-• Sept. 19 and 105 Sept. 25 (fide MM). Black-shouldered Kites continued to consolidate their position in Oregon and s. Washington. Thirty-two were seen in Oregon, with immatures reported among the 15 in the Rogue Valley (fide MM) and at Nehalem, Tillamook (B. Bellin et al., fide HN). An immature photographed near Elma, Grays Harbor, Wash. (F. Bird)–one of 7 sightings in s.w. Washington--may have been raised by the pair that wintered w. of Hoquiam last year. Accipiter reports were up from previous years with the usual ratios holding: 131 Sharp-shinned reports, 117 of Cooper's, and 24 of Goshawks. The Oregon Red-shouldered Hawk population is holding its own. Four birds were seen on the Curry coast, including immatures at the mouths of the Winchuck and Pistol rivers (m.ob. fide RE), likely locally-reared. Two others were n. on the coast at Coos (P. Sullivan, fide HN) and Tillamook bays (JG, fide HN). Another immature was in- land near Medford (OS, T. Wicklund, fide MM) and one to three were reported near Eugene (m.ob. fide SH). A concentration of 37 buteos Nov. 18 in a field near Coburg, Linn, Ore., included one to two harlani Red-tailed Hawks and seven Rough-legged Hawks (†DI, †DF, †SH). Rough-leggeds arrived nearly simultaneously in British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon Sept. 27-29. HN described it as a "very good year" for this species in w. Oregon. We received 97 reports each of Merlins and Peregrine Falcons, roughly comparable to the previous several years, allowing for increased observer density. Both species seemed decidedly less abundant in Oregon than to the n., as Oregon observers accounted for 14% of Merlin and 9% of Peregrine reports, versus 24% of Accipiter sightings. The Merlin migration was strongly concentrated in September, with that month ac- counting for 47% of the fall sightings. Peregrine reports were more evenly distributed throughout the fall season. Four Gyrfalcons appeared in the short span of Nov. 9-16, all gray or brown birds: Nov. 9, C. Saanich, V.I. (AS, fide DK); Nov. 12, Iona I., B.C. (BK); Nov. 13, Dungeness, Wash. (†SS); and Nov. 16, on the Lummi Flats, WhatCom, Wash. (BS, M. Scuderi). This suggested a good flight year. TW watched a gray Gyr– without jesses--fly by on Bellingham Bay, Wash., Aug. 18, an exceptionally early date for a wild bird. Prairie Falcons, as usual, were reported from the Cascade crest area in Washington--a migration path--and from the Rogue R. valley of s. Oregon--a regular wintering area. One at Sheridan, Yamhill, Ore. (R. Gerig, fide HN), escaped the pattern. Mountain Quail are indigenous residents only from the Columbia R. s., yet they are seldom remarked upon. DF reported a brood Aug. 10, a flock of six Sept. 23, and a calling bird Oct. 17, all in the Diamond L. Ranger District, Douglas, Ore. Sandhill Cranes were first noted at Sauvie I., Sept. 7 (RSm, fide HN), where flocks built to 100 by Sept. 15 (S. Jaggers, fide HN), and to several hundred at nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., Clark, Wash., Oct. 6 (S. Saul, F. Hanson). A few lingered there through November (HN). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Several uncommon migrants were re- ported in exceptional numbers. Vancouver, B.C., observers had record totals of Lesser Yellowlegs and Baird's and Stilt sand- pipers. Buff-breasted and Semipalmated sandpipers broke records both at Vancouver and in coastal Oregon. These five species are all common intermountain and Great Plains migrants. Red-necked Phalaropes were exceptionally abundant in s. British Columbia and in Puget Sound. By contrast, Red Phalaropes went virtually unreported, while Ruffs were below par Three Am. Avocets in mid-August on Agate L. near Medford, Ore. (fide MM), were not far from avocet breeding sites in the Klamath Basin. Four Upland Sandpipers were on Sea I., Richmond, B.C., Sept. 7 (*DG) and another was described from Westham I., nearby at Delta, Sept. 15 (†LH, †A. Schutz) for the Vancouver area's 6th and 7th records. Another was seen briefly Aug. 17 at Victoria (*E. Davidson). The species nests in c. British Columbia. Rare godwits include single juv. Hudsonian Godwits Aug. 21, at Mud Bay, Delta, B.C. (†JH), Aug. 23-Sept 10 at the S.J.C.R. (JG, ph.), and Oct. 18-27 at Bandon, Ore. (†RE, †AB, †DI, m.ob.); and single Bar-tailed Godwits Aug. 20 at Ocean Shores (†M. Carmody, †J. Skriletz) and Sept. 17-19 at Dungeness, Wash. (†ESH et al., SS). Oregon observers saw three Curlew Sandpipers. One first seen July 27 remained at Bandon until Aug. 2 (OSc, ph.). A molting adult was at Tillamook Aug 17-18 (AC, MH, ph., m.ob.) and a juvenile was there Aug. 20- 24 (OSc, ph., JJ, ph., m.ob.). One to four juv. Wilson's Phalaropes were at Iona I., Aug 4-14 (RC, m.ob.) with singles at Surrey, B.C., Aug. 8 (RC et al.) and at Florence, Ore., Aug. 14 (SH, MH) 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- High counts of jaegers included 83 Pomarines Oct. 6 off Grays Harbor (TW) and five Long-taileds Sept. 5 off Reedsport, Umpqua, Ore. (DI). A total of just 21 Long-taileds was tallied on all pelagic trips reporting, somewhat below par. Five S. Polar Skuas Aug. 25 off Grays Harbor was the high count, but only nine were noted on 8 Washington trips. Three off Tillamook Bay Sept. 14 (JJ, ph, fide HN) provided the only Oregon sightings. Franklin's Gull numbers were "the lowest in many years" around Vancouver, B.C., and the six (including one adult) Oct. 20 at Everett, Wash, was the largest concentration (BS). Depending on how you count them, there was either one ad. Little Gull in the Region Aug. 25-Nov. 17 or a dozen. Single birds were noted on various dates about Victoria Aug. 25-Nov. 17 (fide VG), at Iona I., B C, Sept. 9 and Nov. 9 (fide DK), and at Everett, Wash., Sept 20- Oct. 20. The bird had at least 3 days between any 2 separated sightings, so we favor the minimalist hypothesis. In the wake of last year's Iceland Gull invasion we have received reports of at least three adults and one immature in the Vancouver, B.C., area, of another adult and immature on V.I., and even of a suspected Iceland x Thayer's hybrid! Of the descriptions studied, the three adults seen at Iona I. and Vancouver Nov 4-19 (†BK, †WW, DP, ph.) matched the description of kumlieni However, identification rests wholly on the amount and distribution of black, gray, and white in the wing tips, a feature that appears to vary substantially among individuals. Glaucous Gulls were few. The first report was of one Oct. 13 at Clallam Bay, Wash. (ESH et al.). Others were in Masset, Q.C.I., Nov 12 (MHe, PH, SJ), about Victoria Nov. 9+ (m.ob. fide VG), at Delta, B.C., Nov. 24 (BK, JH), and at Eugene, Ore., Nov. 9 & 14 (J. Carlson, T. Mickel, fide SH). All were immatures. Something about the seas off Bamfield attracts Sabine's Gulls. As usual MS had by far the highest totals with 2100 Aug 28 This declined to 325 by Sept. 5. By comparison, the best count elsewhere was of 43 off Grays Harbor Aug. 25 (TW). The latest were two off Grays Harbor and three off Tillamook Bay Sept 15. There were 800 Caspian Terns Aug. 4 at Yaquina Bay, Ore (D. Lustoff, fide HN), with 120 still at the S.J.C.R., Aug. 30 (HN) Three there Sept. 25 were the last reported (HN). Common Terns were at 10-50% of 1984 numbers at most locations reporting. The high count was of 355 at Victoria Aug. 13 (RS, M & VG). Late stragglers were singles Nov. 4 at Florence, Ore (SH, DF, VT) and Nov. 9 at Seattle (D. Hutchinson, D. Norman), and two Nov. 8 at Victoria (fide VG). TW's assessment of the Arctic Tern situation was "awful, terrible!" He had two off Grays Harbor Aug. 30 and none on his 6 other trips. Ten off Grays Harbor Sept. 15 (ESH et al.) was the high count. One at Florence Nov. 4 was exceptionally late (SH, DF, VT). The only Forster's Terns noted were four at Sauvie I., Sept. 14 (RS, fide HN) and one at Florence Sept. 15 (SH, MH, AC). Four Black Terns also drifted W: with singles noted Sept. 2 at White City, 
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Jackson, Ore. (fide MM). They were also noted Sept 9 at Victoria (*M Edgell), Sept. 14, at Ocean Shores (ESH et al.), and Oct. 23 at Nehalem, Tillamook, Oreg, (HN). A Thick-billed Murre was reported Aug. 29 w. of Pachena Pt, V.I. (†MF et al.). The species nests at the n. tip of V.I. (fide DK) but is very rarely seen southward. Oregon pelagic trippers got close looks at a pair of Xantus' Murrelets Aug. 31 off Reedsport, Umpqua (†DI, SH, DF, m.ob.) and another was photographed off Tillamook Bay Sept. 14 (JJ). All three were of the n race scrippsi. Last, but certainly not least, a Kittlitz's Murrelet in basic plumage appeared in Victoria harbor Nov. 24- 26 (RS, TZ, ph., m.ob.). This furnished the 2nd record s. of Alaska. The first was of one Jan. 2, 1974 at Friday Harbor, San Juan I., Wash. (Roberson, Rare Birds of the West Coast). Resident alcids generally remained below pre-El Nino levels. Cassin's Auklet and Tufted Puffin numbers were judged "not good" and "low!" respectively by TW. However, Oregon pelagic boats reported 400 Cassin's Sept. 8 off Brookings and "good numbers" off Tillamook Sept. 14 (JJ et al., fide †HN). As usual, Victoria reported the only large numbers of Ancient Murrelets, 3000 Nov 2 off Victoria and 1500 there Nov. 16 (RW, KT, fide VG). A Tufted Puffin off Protection I., Sept. 18 (ESH et al.) was the last noted. 

DOVES THROUGH CHICKADEES -- A Mourning Dove that spent most of September at Skidegate, Q.C.I. (M. Morris, fide SJ), was unusual there. A juv. Flammulated Owl taken in for rehabilitation near Ashland, Ore. (fide MM), provided one of very few Regional records of this east-slope species. Snowy Owl sightings suggested an echo flight on the heels of last year's invasion. The first report came from Victoria of one Nov. 5 (R. Crowther, fide VG) and of a 2nd Nov. 11 (J & RS, fide VG). November 11 brought an immature to Delta, B.C. (R. Phillips), then an adult Nov. 30 (LH). By the end of November there were three each on the Lummi, Samish, and Skagit flats in n w Washington (fide TW) and two at Ocean Shores (B. Harrington-Tweit, G. Walter), with one s. to the S.J.C.R. (L. Craig et al, fide HN). A Burrowing Owl drifted w. of the Cascades to turn up on the beach at Florence, Ore., Oct. 13 (DF), as did the Long-eared Owl found at Sea I., B.C., Sept. 12 (KE). Seven Barred Owls were reported in s. British Columbia and n.w. Washington. Migrant Short-eared Owls returned to southern V.I. by Sept. 19 (R. Baird, fide VG), to Arlington, Wash., by Sept 29 (A. Schultz, J. Leatherman), and to Vancouver, B.C., by Oct. 14 (BK). Two sighted well offshore out of Grays Harbor Oct 6 (TW) were far from the nearest mouse. Our few Com. Nighthawks had departed by Sept. 17, date of the last reports from the San Juan Is. and Seattle in Washington and from the Rogue valley of s. Oregon (MM). A Common Poorwill Sept. 20 at Mowich Park high in the s. Cascades of Oregon provided one of few w. side records (DF). Victoria area birders saw the last Black Swifts Sept. 22 (L. Roberts, fide VG) and the last Vaux's Swifts Oct. 13 (KT, CH, fide VG). The last Selasphorus hummingbird lingered until Nov. 18 at Harbor on the s. extremity of the Oregon coast (fide RE). Five Lewis' Woodpeckers at Gold L., Lane, near the crest of the Oregon Cascades may indicate a high country migratory path (AP, fide SH) Elsewhere singles strayed to s.w. British Columbia at Sea I, Sept. 11-12 (KE) and at Vancouver Nov. 14 (BK). Another was at Philomath, Benton, Ore., Nov. 24 (DE, fide EE). The Red-naped Sapsucker, another migratory woodpecker nesting e of the Cascade crest, turned up Sept. 28 on San Juan I., Wash. (ML), for a first county record, and Oct. 1 at Langford on V.I. (G. Briggs, fide VG). Flycatcher departures were as follows: Olive-sided, Sept. 15 near Portland, Ore. (B. O'Brien); W. Wood-Pewee, Sept. 25, Richmond, B.C. (PSp); Willow, Sept. 27, Skagit flats, Wash. (SA, MGu); Hammond's, Sept. 26, Seattle, Wash. (SA, MGu); and Western, Sept. 20, Ocean Shores, Wash. (SA, MGu). A Least Flycatcher Sept. 1 at Cape Blanco, Curry, Ore. (†SH, MH), pro- vided a first fall record for the Region. Strays from e. of the Cascades included six Say's Phoebes between s.w. British Columbia and s.w. Oregon, with one late straggler Nov 14-26 near Corvallis, Ore. (DE, fide EE). Also straying W were an Ash-throated Flycatcher Aug. 17 at Cape Blanco (JR, CO, fide RE), and three W. Kingbirds between Sept. 14 and Oct. 18 in coastal Washington and Oregon. Three Tropical Kingbirds appeared Oct. 22-30 at Torino and Ucluelet on V.I.'s west coast for our annual late fall visitation. A good count of Eur. Skylarks in C. Saanich, V.I., Nov. 30 totalled 108 (A. MacLeod, D. Stirling, fide VG). The single-brooding swallows departed by mid-September with the exception of two late Tree Swallows at Richmond, B.C., Oct. 27 (H & JM) and a late Cliff at Kent, Wash., also Oct 27 (ESH, BM). That left flocks of Violet-green and Barn swallows, such as the 300+ over Sauvie I., Sept. 17 (DF). A substantial passage involving 30-40 individuals of the normally scarce Bank Swallow was noted at Victoria and Vancouver Aug. 23-Oct. 3 (fide VG, DK). One to two were noted as well at Kent, Wash., Aug. 17-Sept. 15 (BM, m.ob.). A Blue Jay Nov 15-22 at Gibsons, 35 km n.w. of Vancouver, B.C., furnished our only report. Ten Boreal Chickadees on Mt. Baker's Ptarmigan Ridge in early September were at that species' s.w. limit (DG). 

BLUEBIRDS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Western Blue- birds were noted only in the Rogue valley, with 50 Oct. 8 the high count (A. Briggs, fide MM), and on southern V.I., where the high count of 18 Oct. 22 (A. Barber, fide VG) was also the latest report. Single Mountain Bluebirds turned up on San Juan I., Wash., Nov. 3 (F. Sharpe), and at W. Vancouver, Nov. 6 (L. Taylor). The last Swainson's Thrushes were seen at Seattle, Sept. 26 (SA, MGu), on V.I., Sept. 29 (J. Tatum, fide VG), and near Eugene, Ore., Oct. 2 (SH). A Gray Catbird Aug. 15 near Emigrant L., Jackson, Ore. (R. Storey, fide MM), was well to the s.w. of known nesting areas in e. Oregon. The only N Mockingbird reports came from the far s. of Oregon. Singles were at Harbor Oct. 26 and at the Pistol R. mouth Oct. 27 (DI, SH), and Oct. 27+ at Central Point, Jackson (fide MM). A Sage Thrasher was at Tillamook Bay Oct. 23 (HN). An imm. Yellow Wagtail was at Burnaby Lake, B.C., Oct. 6 (†BK, †DJ) for the first Regional record. The day before, MF had reported an imm. Red-throated Pipit (†) at the same location The pipit furnished a first provincial and 2nd Regional record Four Bohemian Waxwings Aug. 19 at Rainy Pass, Skagit, Wash (TW), and flocks of six Aug. 15 and Sept. 20 in the mountains just n. of Vancouver, B.C. (JI), suggested a S extension of their normal Canadian nesting range. Sightings Oct. i at Portland, Ore. (S. Jones, fide HN), Oct. 13 n.e. of Mt. Rainier (P. Iacobazzl, D. Lester), and in the lowlands at Edmunds, Wash., Nov. 30 (D. McCabe), may have foretold a good winter's movement Two flocks of Cedar Waxwings, five Sept. 8 and eight Nov. 11, at Queen Charlotte City, Q.C.I., may have furnished the first records for the Q.C.I. Northern Shrikes returned a few days early this fall, with single immatures noted at Surrey, B.C, Sept. 24 (JW, J. Evans) and at Tillamook, Ore., Sept. 27 (JG, fide HN). A Solitary Vireo Oct. 27 at Lone Ranch Beach, Curry, Ore (DI), was nearly a month later than its nearest rival. Warbling Vireos were last seen Oct. 5 at Vancouver, B.C. (BK). The Red- eyed Vireo slipped away unnoticed after Aug. 28, when one was at Colwood, V.I. (JGa, fide VG). Eleven Nashville Warblers were reported Sept. 4-24 in s.w. British Columbia and n.w Washington. Warbler departures may be briefly summarized as follows: Yellow, Oct. 5; Black-throated Gray, Oct. 12, with one Nov. 11 at Eugene, Ore. (AP, fide SH); Hermit, Sept. 12, MacGillivray's, Sept. 18, with one Oct. 19 at Toketee Ranger Station, c. Douglas, Ore. (DF); Com. Yellowthroat, Oct. 12; and Wilson's, Oct. 10. Just five Palm Warblers were reported, four on the Oregon coast Sept. 28-Nov. 18, and one at Masset Nov 12 (†SJ) for the first Q.C.I. record. Seven N. Waterthrushes Aug. 13-Sept. 13 in s. British Columbia was unprecedented. The one at Colwood, V.I., Aug. 21-22 (JGa, M & VG, RS) was the 3rd for the Victoria reporting area, while the six about Van-
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couver more than doubled the number of historic sightings there (fide DK; specimen from Port Coquitlam to UBC Museum). A fine male Hooded Warbler Aug. 29-Sept. 28 at Harbor, Curry (†RE, †AB, m.ob.), provided Oregon's 4th record. 

TOWHEES THROUGH CROSSBILLS – Reports of Green-tailed Towhees came from the Cascades of Lane (MR), Douglas (DF), and Jackson, Ore., with several w. to near Mt. Ashland, Jackson, Sept. 14 (MM) also the latest reported. Nine Am. Tree Sparrows were reported, a good number. One Oct. 29+ at Saanich, V.I. (TZ, ph., VG, m.ob.), was the first, followed by four in the Vancouver, B.C., area Nov. 13+ (fide DK), three Nov. 20 at Masset, Q.C.I. (†MHe, PH), and one n. of Seattle, Wash., Nov. 30 (DB). Two Clay-colored Sparrows turned up in late October on the s. Oregon coast. One was found at Harbor Oct. 25 (†SH, †DI, DF) and the 2nd 2 days later at Bandon (†AB. †DI, †RE, †SH, †MR). These were the 4th and 5th state records. One to two Vesper Sparrows at Seattle Sept. 5-13 were unusual there (K. Aanerud, m.ob.). A few stray Lark Sparrows were reported, as usual. One Aug. 30 at Vancouver, B.C., was the 2nd ever for that area (†BK, DJ, fide DK); and the latest report, of one Oct. 7 at the Elk R. mouth, Curry, Ore., was a county first (JR, CO, fide RE). An imm. Black-throated Sparrow Sept. 25-28 at Harbor, Ore. (†RE, †AB, m.ob.) was thought to provide the first fall record on the coast n. of c. California. Two Swamp Sparrows were noted, one on Sauvie I., Ore., Nov. 11 (JJ, fide HN), and the other at Pt. McNeill, VA., Nov. 18 (†SJ). The summering Chestnut-collared Longspur remained at the S.J.C.R. through Sept. 29 (fide HN). Early Snow Buntings were reported at Richmond, B.C., Oct. 7 (KE) and at Everett, Wash. Oct. 12 (D. McNeeley), the earliest ever for Washington. Flocks of 30-50 were seen near Victoria, Bellingham, and Ocean Shores during November, with five s. to Yaquina Bay, Ore., Nov. 10 (T. Schonerdyne, fide HN). Six Yellow-headed Blackbirds Aug. 23-Sept. 30 were typical. One Nov. 23 at Edmunds, Wash. (D. McCabe), was late. Four Rusty Blackbirds were reported in s. British Columbia Oct. 11+, with a female photographed Nov. 23 at Saanich, V.I. (TZ, KT, fide VG). There are very few records in this Region s. of Canada. A "Bullock's" N. Oriole Nov. 30 at Sutton Beach, Lane, Ore. (B. Sharp, fide HN), was nearly 3 months late in leaving. A noteworthy influx of Com. Redpolls to the Vancouver, B.C. area began Nov. 17 (T. Freebairn) with 40 at Richmond by Nov. 24 (H & JM). The "dickey bird" event of the fall was the White-winged Crossbill incursion. This began in mid-July with reports in the N. Cascades. By Aug. 16, White-wingeds were reported in the c. Oregon Cascades in Lane and Douglas, with numbers to 40 there throughout September (fide HN, SH). Meanwhile, they were reported in the hundreds at Manning P.P., B.C., and on Mt. Baker and at Rainy Pass in Washington. They spread w. to Strathcona P.P. in the high mountains of central V.I. and to Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic Mts. of Washington. Some were noted at sea level near Seattle Aug. 15 (DB) and in Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 26-31 (BK). None, however, was noted in the Q.C.I. Similar late summer movements were recorded in 1974 and 1978. 
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The Winter Season, 1985-86

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers.

December in the Region was bitterly cold, although only a little colder than the exceptionally cold November. December precipitation, although decidedly deficient, added to the persisting November snows, and below-freezing temperatures kept a continuous snow cover. January, normally the winter's coldest month, was warmer than both November and December, causing rapid melting. Precipitation was highly variable; in many places it fell as rain. February temperatures were generally normal or somewhat higher and the month was very wet. The severe cold and snow were reported as causing hardship on gallinaceous birds in the Walla Walla, Washington, area and made pheasants at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Burns, Oregon, easy prey for hawks and owls. Yard feeders were heavily used and attracted unusual visitors. Heavy late-winter rains caused some flooding at Malheur but provided ideal waterfowl conditions. John Hill blamed a decided lack of birds at Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge, Rupert, Idaho, on the severe winter. Some areas reported record-early arrivals. Larry Malone reported an extreme dearth of birds in the Big Snowy Mountains south of Lewistown, Montana. He attributed this to the drought of the last two years. Highly noteworthy was the southern surge of Common Redpolls, accompanied by a few Hoary Redpolls. White-winged Crossbill numbers were also extraordinary and other "northern" and "mountain" finches appeared in good numbers. We note with deep regret the passing of Jim Grant, who not only has done an outstanding job reporting for southern interior British Columbia for many years but also was 

304 American Birds, Summer 1986

highly respected for his extensive contributions to biological knowledge and natural history education, His life remains an inspiration to many. 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL -- A Yellow-billed Loon, photographed, appeared at Okanagan Centre, B.C., Dec. 2 & 30 (PR). A Red-necked Grebe was on the Snake R. at Clarkston, Wash., Dec. 14 (C.B.). A W. Grebe on the Columbia R. at Marcus, Wash., Jan. 11 apparently made the first winter record for that area (VB, BO). Montana's first wintering record of an Am. White Pelican was of one near Townsend from at least mid-January to mid-February (JB, DC, GH et al.). Unusual sightings of a few pelicans were made below McNary Dam e. of Pasco (CC, MC) and near Wallula, Wash. (REW, WH, BH, DW), and on American Falls Res. near Pocatello, Ida. (CHT). About 20 Double-crested Cormorants wintered at the Yakima R mouth, Richland, Wash. (WH, REW), and an imm. bird was sighted on the Snake R. e. of Clarkston Jan. 11 and Feb. 25 (C B., RN). Waterfowl numbers were in general low because of frozen waters. The Jan. 12 Thompson-Shuswap swan count in the Kamloops, B.C., vicinity found 110 Tundra Swans and an amazing 57 Trumpeter Swans (RH). The mid-winter survey at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., recorded 33 Trumpeters, down from last year's 51 (CDL). At least one pair of Mute Swans wintered on Okanagan L., B.C. (PR). A Ross' Goose was killed on the Snake R. near Pocatello, and Idaho Falls, Ida. had one (CHT). A Brant was shot on the Ft. Hall, Ida. bottoms Dec. 9 (CHT). Wintering Canada Geese at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., numbered 7000 (JRR). Two Wood Ducks wintered at Helena, Mont., where the species is a rarity (GH). Mallards peaked at Columbia N.W.R. at 30,000 in early December but had decreased to 1200 by mid-February. An unusually large concentration of 1000 Mallards was noted near Incheleum, Wash., Jan. 5 (VB). Frenchglen, Ore., had 24 Gadwalls Dec. 18. The only Eur. Wigeons were one on the Columbia R. near Wenatchee, Wash., Jan. 19 (RO) and one on the Snake R. below American Falls Dam in Idaho Feb. 9 (BN). An ad. male Tufted Duck on the Columbia near Wenatchee Jan. 17-19 was e. Washington's first (PM, BJ, RO et al.). A female Greater Scaup was with Lessers near Pocatello Feb. 23 (CHT). Two female Oldsquaws spent January on Kalamalka L. s. of Vernon, B.C. (PR) and a single bird was seen in December at Lewiston, Ida., and Wawawai, Wash. (JP, DP, PS, MK). A Black Scoter on a pond 10 ml s. of Union Gap Nov. 10 was apparently e. Washington's 3rd (DG, AS). A female White-winged Scoter at Cascade Locks, Ore., Nov. 17 was only the 2nd there for the observer (DA). The Snake R. at Idaho Falls had an unusual concentration of 117 Com. Mergansers Dec. 21 (EC). Two to three Red-breasted Mergansers appeared on the Columbia R. near Northport, Wash., Jan. 11 and Feb. 1 (VB, BO, JT) and a very few were sighted in the s. Okanagan Valley, B.C. (PR, ME) 

VULTURES THROUGH GULLS -- A remarkably early Turkey Vulture flew over Panhandle L., w. of Newport, Wash., Feb. 24 (EJL). Bald Eagles wintered in good numbers. A pair returned to last year's nest at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida, in late February (LDN). There were at least 4 N. Goshawk sightings. A dark hawk observed at close range near Athalmer, B C., Dec. 29 was believed to be a Swainson's (IJ, SR). A Ferruginous Hawk was sighted near Milton-Freewater, Ore., Feb. 6, well n. of its normal wintering range (TC, CM). An ad. Golden Eagle along the Columbia R. below Northport, Wash., Jan. 11 was noteworthy (VB, BO). An Am. Kestrel spent most of the period at Kootenai N.W.R., for a rare winter sighting there (LDN). Two Peregrine Falcon and 5 Gyrfalcon sightings were reported. Malheur N.W.R. had a sighting of two Gray Partridges for one of only a few records there in recent years (BE). Deschutes County, Ore., had its first Wild Turkeys when some of the flock from Jefferson County appeared at Sisters (MBS). Seven N Bobwhite came to a feeder near Walla Walla Dec. 27 (AL). A Mountain Quail was found along Mall Cr Road s e of Walla Walla Feb. 8 (TG). Unusual was the sighting of a Virginia Rail on Columbia N.W.R., Dec. 21 (JRR), and one wintered at Vernon for the 3rd year (MCo). A pair of Greater Sandhill Cranes arrived near Burns, Ore., Feb. 13 (fide CDL). Two Greater Yellowlegs lingered at Lewiston, Ida. Dec. 14 (PS, JP, DP, MK). Okanagan Landing, B.C., had a Mew Gull in mid-January (JG), single birds visited the Pasco and Richland, Wash., city dumps Dec. 4 (NB), and one to two were on the Columbia River at Richland, Wash, Jan. 19-Feb. i (REW). The Pasco dump had a Thayer's Gull Dec. 4 (NB). Up to 12 Thayer's, five Glaucous-winged, and three Glaucous gulls wintered at the Kelowna, B.C., dump and a California Gull appeared there Feb. 21 (PR). Up to six Glaucous Gulls were sighted in the Pasco-Richland-Wallula area Dec 4-Feb. 16 (m.ob.) and The Dalles, Ore., had one Jan. 19 (CC) An imm. Glaucous was at Wolf Lodge Bay on Coeur d' Alene L., Ida. Dec. 14 (S.A.S.). Eight Glaucous-winged Gulls were at the Pasco dump and two at the Richland dump Dec. 4 (NB) 

OWLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- Malheur had 2 winter records of Com. Barn-Owls, one Dec. 9 and one Feb 10. A Flammulated Owl obtained in the Missoula area last summer as a helpless fledgling was in good health but not yet ready for release (JH). Great Horned Owls suffered high losses in the Helena vicinity, six becoming road casualties and one the victim of a trap (VY). Single Snowy Owls appeared near Invermere, B.C., Dec. 30 (RR); in the Fortine, Mont. area, Dec 20 (WW); and near Boardman, Ore., Jan. 25 (CC, MC). Northern Pygmy-Owls were decidedly scarce in the Okanagan but the Helena area had many more sightings than usual. The Pocatello area also had a good number of sightings. Single Great Gray Owls were found s. of Tetonia, Ida., Feb. 15 (JT, DF) and in Haskell Basin in the Whitefish, Mont., area (KL). A Boreal Owl found dead in a net at Vernon Dec. 24 made the only report for the species (JG). Helena had two sightings of N. Saw-whets (NN, CJ, ST). An Anna's Hummingbird ran into a window at Camp Sherman in the Bend, Ore., vicinity Feb. 28 (LR) and a male visited a Zillah, Wash., feeder Dec. 12-25 (DG, AS). 

KINGFISHERS THROUGH MIMIC THRUSHES --A Belted Kingfisher along the Kootenay R., Jan. 30 (LH) provided the first winter record for Kootenay N.P. A female Williamson's Sapsucker was sighted near Sacheen L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash, Nov. 23 and Dec. 1 (JS). The only Blue Jays reported were one at Turah, 10-15 mi e. of Missoula, during November (JK) and one at a Robson, B.C., feeder Dec. 1-Feb. 23 (GD, LV). Common Ravens continued to flourish in s.e. Oregon. A roost site near Buchanan supported 1168 in January and another near Frenchglen had 169 in December. A Chestnut-backed Chickadee, rare in s.e. Oregon, appeared along the Middle Fork of the John Day R. downriver from Bates Feb. 5. A small colony exists in the Long Cr. District of Malheur N.F. (MA, AA). Two Bushtits along the Snake R. near Twin Falls Feb. 15 were Trost's first in s. Idaho in about 4 years (CHT, CW). A flock of 15 was observed near Frenchglen, Ore., Dec. 18 (CDL). A Bewick's Wren was sighted at Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima Co., Wash., Dec. 18 (DG, AS) and one to two wintered along Asotin Cr., Asotin Co., Wash. (m.ob.). Pullman, Wash., had one Nov. 3 (IP). The species' numbers were normal at Walla Walla Marsh Wrens wintered in reduced numbers at Malheur. A Rock Wren was seen near Frenchglen Dec. 18 (CDL). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet was near Fortine Jan. 6 for supposedly the latilong's first winter record (WW) and one was seen at Asotin Slough, Asotin Co., Jan. 18 (MK, LL, PP). Joseph Creek W.R.A. yielded four W. Bluebirds Jan. 11 (C.B.). Good numbers of this species wintered in the Okanagan Valley (PR). It was one of the better winters for Townsend's Solitaires in the Malheur area, with 97 counted among the junipers near Frenchglen. A Hermit Thrush visited a Yakima feeder Jan. 13 (JM). Pocatello had 3 sightings of single Varied Thrushes in December and February (JJ, BN, CHT). The valley around Fortine had several 
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sightings of this species for the first winter records there (WW) and two to three wintered at feeders m Libby, Mont. (DH). A N Mockingbird wintered at Kamloops, B.C. (PR), and a Brown Thrasher wintered at a Lumby, B.C., feeder (m.ob.). 

PIPITS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- The only reports of Water Pipits were of one at Malheur Dec. 18 (CDL) and Jan. 1 (MA, AA). Bohemian Waxwings appeared in flocks of hundreds and even thousands in many places. Their numbers were especially high in the Okanagan. The usual sprinkling of Cedar Waxwings occurred at a few places, with the exception of Bend, where up to 10,000 waxwings, 90% Cedars, appeared for a few days in mid-February (TC). At Malheur 10-20 N. Shrikes wintered and seven Loggerhead Shrikes remained in the Blitzen Valley there. Three Yellow-rumped Warblers were found at Washington State University's Research Station near Wenatchee Feb. 17 (PM) and one showed up in Penticton, B.C., shortly before the Christmas Bird Count (PR). Two Chipping Sparrows photographed in the Okanagan Jan. 21 furnished the first winter record there (PR). Osoyoos, B.C., had a Swamp Sparrow Feb. 16 (PR). A very few White-throated and White-crowned sparrows visited feeders at Missoula, and Harris' Sparrows were becoming regular at feeders there (PLW). A White-throated Sparrow and a White-crowned Sparrow wintered at a Vernon feeder (PR). Harris' Sparrows wintered m record numbers in the Thompson R.-Okanagan valleys, B.C., with at least 30 present (PR). Harris' Sparrows were also seen frequently in the Richland, Wash., and Umatilla-Hermiston, Ore., areas (REW) and at Walla Walla (SM). One was at Frenchglen for the first winter record there (CDL). A very few appeared elsewhere in e. Washington and Oregon and s. Idaho. Lapland Longspurs appeared in the Pocatello area, a large flock being sighted on Michaud Flats during November and a few w of that city Jan. 7 (CHT, CW). Southern interior British Columbia had several sightings of one or two Lapland Longspurs (GD). A rare occurrence was of one Lapland visiting a Prineville, Ore., feeder Dec. 17-Jan. 3 (CS) and a very few appeared at feeders at Libby (BC, C, MS). At least three Laplands were with Horned Larks n. of Prescott, Wash., Dec. 29 (BH). Snow Buntings were sparsely reported except at Vernon where flocks up to 150 appeared, and in the Wycliffe, B.C., area, where 150 wintered (MVW). Two Yellow-headed Blackbirds were sighted at Malheur Dec. 21 (GI) and one visited a Richland feeder Dec. 6 (REW). Coldstream, B.C., had a visit by three Rusty Blackbirds Dec. 16 (PR) and Pasco, Wash., had one in Fishhook Park Jan. 11 (BH, LM, DW, JN). Some 2000 Brewer's Blackbirds wintered at a feedlot near Princeton, Ore. A Com. Grackle was with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds on Michaud Flats w. of Pocatello Dec. 22 but was not seen after that month (CHT). Six Brown-headed Cowbirds fed in a Coldstream feedlot with Red-winged and Brewer's blackbirds and starlings Dec. 16 (PR). 

FINCHES -- A Brambling was photographed as it frequented a feeder at Scotch Cr., Shuswap L., B.C., Dec. 26-Jan 10 (SR, PR). The largest aggregation of Rosy Finches was s.e. of Twisp, Wash., Feb. 15 (PM). Most noteworthy were groups of up to 50 of this species at feeders at Libby in February (EE, AS, MS). Only a few Pine Grosbeaks were reported, the largest group being of 30 in the Bull L. vicinity, Lincoln Co., Mont (DH). A small flock of Purple Finches was carefully identified at Cheney, Wash., in February (FBH, BN), and one visited a Umatilla feeder Dec. 14 (MC). Cassin's Finches wintered in more than usual numbers in e. Oregon and Washington. Red Crossbills were reported in good numbers in many localities White-winged Crossbills staged a major incursion into the lowlands of the Region. Libby had up to 100 at feeders (DH) and e. Washington reported numerous sightings. One even got to Umatilla for a first there (MC). Virtually every reporting locality had Com. Redpolls, mostly in high numbers. Those in the Klamath Basin were the first verifiable ones in 100 years (SS). Those in Bend provided only the 2nd county record (TC) and two at Odell, Ore., reportedly made only the 2nd record there (NE). Hoary Redpolls were reported in the Okanagan (PR), in Grant Co., Ore. (BH), and in the Walla Walla area, including Oregon just s. of the state line (BH, JN, DHe). A redpoll near Milton-Freewater, Ore., was suspected to be of this species (REW). Wintering Pine Siskins were quite plentiful at several localities in n.w. Montana and e. Washington and in Kootenai N.P., B.C. American Goldfinches visited feeders, usually in abundance, at Libby, Kalispell, Missoula, and Idaho Falls. Evening Grosbeaks appeared to stay mostly in s. British Columbia, extreme n.e. Washington, and n.w. Montana. 
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The Winter Season, 1985-86

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Michael P. Force, and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

The record-setting cold of November lasted into the first few days of December. Temperatures moderated abruptly at the Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, B.C., weather stations, but the trend was for below seasonal norms for the duration of the month. Precipitation was far below normal for all areas during December with Vancouver, B.C., recording its driest December ever. This was the result of a high pressure ridge over most of the province that set the conditions for 16 days of heavy fog, hampering observers' efforts considerably. January as a rule was warmer and wetter than usual; the Seattle weather station set or tied record high temperatures for four days that month. On January 18 a strong winter storm lashed the Oregon and Washington coasts. The resultant high winds (up to 90 mph coastally) and heavy rains caused much local flooding and property damage. High numbers of Red Phalaropes, a Laysan Albatross and Pomarine Jaeger seen from shore were all related to this weather system. February's temperature at Vancouver, B.C., was slightly below normal despite record highs at the end of the month. Unseasonably cold temperatures mid-month warmed to an amazing 18.4°C (65°F) on February 27, setting the stage for an early spring. In the account that follows, Christmas Bird Count data have been omitted except where appropriate. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- C.B.C. = Christmas Bird Count; † = details on file; * = specimen; V.I. = Vancouver Island; S.J.C.R. = south jetty Columbia River, Oregon. Italicized place names are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Of the ten Yellow-billed Loons reported, one was as far s. as Yaquina Bay, Ore. (D. & C. MacManiman), where one wintered last year, and one was a victim of the Port Angeles oil spill (Burke Museum)providing one of four Washington specimens. The remainder of sightings were concentrated in the Vancouver, Victoria, Puget Sound-San Juan Island areas (v.o.). The Active Pass concentration of Pacific Loons in British Columbia's Gulf Is. was estimated at 2000+ Jan. 25 (J & RS) declining to only 200 Feb. 9 (BW). Fifty Red-necked Grebes sighted from Spanish Head, Lincoln, Dec. 28 were considered extraordinary for the Oregon coast (MH, SH). Eared Grebes continued to be reported in lower numbers than in previous years with the decline particularly noticeable in the Victoria area. With the elevation of Clark's Grebe to species rank we can expect a gradual clarification of its status in our Region. This winter the only records were from the c. and s. Oregon coast, all of single birds: Dec. 7, Rogue River Estuary, Gold Beach (AG, (E, MR), Jan. 18, Alsea 
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Bay, Waldport (JC, D Peterson), Jan 20 to mid-February, Boiler Bay viewpoint, Lincoln, (JC, VT et al.). On Jan. 19 a Laysan Albatross passed a land-based observer at Boiler Bay viewpoint near Depoe Bay, Ore. (PP, no details). The bird had obviously been blown in during the previous day's intense wind and rainstorm, providing an unusual winter record. The only N. Fulmar report of the season was of six washed up on Sunset Beach, Ore., Dec. 4 (HN). One Buller's Shearwater and six Short-tailed Shearwaters were also found, the former providing a rare winter record. On Dec. 10 one Short-tailed Shearwater was well seen close off the bow of the MV Coho in Juan de Fuca Strait (JS, MC). Two at the n. jetty of the Siuslaw R., Dec. 27 (MH, OR, SH) and one at Haystack Rock, Cannon Beach, Jan. 24 (TC) were the only other reports received, both from Oregon. Five hundred Fork-tailed Storm- Petrels recorded on the Lincoln City, Ore., C.B.C. on Dec. 28 (DFi, SH) was an amazing winter concentration. Brandt's Cormorants Were found in their usual high numbers in the southern V.I.-Gulf Islands area but the 4280 on the Sooke C.B.C. set a new Regional and Canadian high for this species. Wintering Great Egrets were concentrated along the s. Oregon coast with few in the Willamette River Valley (HN). No Cattle Egrets were observed in British Columbia or Washington, continuing the trend noted in the fall report. If there were any around, November's cold cleared them out. Certainly surprising, then, was one sighted at Ankeny N.W.R., s. of Salem, Feb. 3+ (BB, W. Johnson et al.). A roost of Black-crowned Night-Herons on the Skagit Flats, Skagit, peaked at eight birds Jan. 19-20 (MS, BS). At Reifel Refuge, near Vancouver, B.C., three (one adult, two immatures) made it through the winter. The adult is believed to have been present for its 3rd consecutive year (JI et al.). 

WATERFOWL -- Trumpeter Swans were widely reported m small flocks in w. Washington; five at Ocean Shores were the first there in several years (G & WH). Farther s., 37 were tallied at Loomis Lake on the Long Beach Peninsula (J. & G. Knule et al.). In Oregon 16 near Airlee, Polk, was the largest flock reported from that state this season (ME, BS). A flock of Greater White-fronted Geese at Sauvie Island, Ore., plus scattered individuals throughout the Willamette Valley, continued a trend first noted 3 or 4 years ago as this species slowly regains its wintering status in w. Oregon. Three hundred Snow Geese reported from Sauvie Island during the winter (DB et al.) were unusual. The single Ross' Goose seen at Ankeny N.W.R., Polk, in November was joined by another Dec. 13 (Bob Jarvis, fide EE, no details). Other sightings of this species in the Willamette Valley were probably attributable to these birds. An Emperor Goose first discovered at Dungeness Jan. 20 (K. & M. Gruebel) remained in the area until the end of the period (v.o.). This was the 2nd year in a row this species had been recorded from the n. coast of the Olympic Peninsula (see AB 39:342). A flock of 12 "Dusky" Canada Geese, wearing red neckbands, seen Dec. 27 at Tokeland had been banded at their Copper River delta, Alaska, nesting grounds (TB et al.). Another marked individual was seen on L. Sacajawea near Longview (FB). Apparently 10% more ducks and geese than normal wintered mw., Oregon and some species were 25% above average. Many dabblers (Mallard, N. Pintail, N. Shoveler, and Green-winged Teal) appeared in healthy numbers (State and Federal Wildlife biologists, fide HBN). Very few Eur. Green-winged Teal were reported this winter (are observers giving up on this form?). One in Saanich, V.I., Feb. 17 (VG), 2 reports from Iona Island, Dec 7 and Feb. 22, and one at Eugene for at least the 3rd winter in a row (SH, DI) were the only ones reported. A hybrid Eurasian x American Green-winged Teal was studied at Reifel Refuge on the Ladner C.B.C. (BK, WW). Unlike the Eur. Wigeon, this form and its hybrids do not appear to be increasing in the Region. Two Am. Black Ducks were seen at Beach Grove, Boundary Bay, Delta, on Feb. 9 in an area where two wintered last year (BK, GA). A male Cinnamon Teal had returned to Ocean Shores by Feb. 26 (JS) and two female-plumaged Blue-winged Teal were studied at the Forest Grove ponds Dec. 11 (DFi, VT). 

S.A.
Eurasian Wigeons continue to increase. To find a Eurasian Wigeon is not hard. Almost every Am. Wigeon flock has at least one Eurasian in it. Even a small wintering flock of about 60 Americans at Vancouver's Jericho Park contained four males and one female all winter. In Oregon, the number of reports received indicates at least as many as last winter if not more (fide HN). A careful count of 1500 wigeon at the Samish Flats on Feb. 17 revealed 37 Eurasians (28 male, nine female), the high seasonal count for the Region (BHT). Twenty-eight were tallied on the Victoria C.B.C. for a new North American C.B.C. high. Fourteen (13 males, one female) were picked out at Beach Grove, Delta, 


for this winter's high count for the Vancouver area (BK). Coincident with these high counts were increases in the number of reported hybrids. The Samish Flats flock contained three, another three were found on the Victoria C.B.C., and singles were at Vancouver, B.C., and at Bear Marsh, Lincoln. All were males, with some showing an even mix of Eurasian and American feathering scattered throughout the plumage while others were more clear-cut (American head with Eurasian body and vice versa). Nesting must surely be occurring somewhere in the Arctic.


Redheads were reported from favored winter locations in British Columbia and Washington with 12 at Ocean Shores Feb. 16 (BS). One on Capital Lake, Olympia (G & WH) and two nearby on American L., Tacoma (WWi) were in areas where rarely reported. Four Tufted Ducks were reported from the Region this winter. The first was a female at Lost Lagoon, Stanley Park, Dec. 8+ with two present Feb. 13 (BK†). An ad. male was seen Dec. 30 on the Long Beach peninsula, Wash., where one was present last winter (P. & B. Webster) and a first-year bird visited Green Lake, Seattle, Feb. 10-16 (M. Nixon). An imm. male King Eider at Cape Arago, Ore., Dec. 19 "for about a week" (L. Thornburgh et al.) provided the 5th record for the state. The female King Eider reported in the fall summary remained faithful to its Stanley Park location throughout the period and was seen by numerous observers. 

VULTURES THROUGH CRANES -- A Turkey Vulture over Corvallis, Ore., Feb. 24 was on schedule for a spring mi- grant (D. McGie). Winter reports of Ospreys are few so the sighting of one near Eugene Jan. 17 was of interest (TM). About 26 Black-shouldered Kites were reported from w. Oregon, down slightly from previous winters (fide DFi). In Washington two were seen on the Ocean Shores game range Dec. 18 and Jan. 11 (G & WH). One seen near Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, Feb. 17 may have been one of the pair which was resident here the last year (H. Spitzer, A. Scales). Two seen in February on the Columbian White-tailed Deer N.W.R., Wahkiakum, were be- having as though territorial (FB). Northern Harriers were in good numbers in Oregon until about late January, then tapered down to a few in favored localities (HN). Reports of nine N. Goshawks were received' two in Oregon, three in Washington, two on southern V.I., and two on the Fraser Delta on dates- spanning the reporting period. Three were listed as immatures, one as an adult, and the others did not mention ages (v.o.). The only raptor survey conducted this winter was on the Samish and Skagit Flats, Skagit, on 3 dates in late January and early February (D. MacRae, A. van der Geld). On Jan. 28 they found 31 Red-tailed Hawks, eight Rough-legged Hawks, 14 N. Harriers, and one Cooper's Hawk A "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk was seen on several dates in January and February at Boundary Bay, Delta (BK† et al.), and one wintered on the Lummi Flats, near Bellingham (BHT, TW). The Red-shouldered Hawk continued to consolidate its range 
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in s. Oregon as it becomes more common in coastal floodplain pasture edge (DFi). One was seen near Harbor, Curry, Jan. 3, near the n. edge of this species' range (DFi, DR) and another was seen Jan. 1 on the Port Orford C.B.C., where expected (DFi). Far n. was an adult at Drift Creek, Siletz Bay, for only the 2nd Lincoln record (DI, SH). Merlin reports were up slightly, being more widely reported than usual from w. Washington. Gyrfalcon and Peregrine Falcon sightings were widespread with reports coming from traditional waterfowl concentrations. One of each species was trapped by Washington Game Department personnel in the Dungeness area and fitted with radio transmitters. Two Prairie Falcons from the s. Willamette R. Valley and another at Med- ford were in areas where a few are recorded every winter (DFi et al.). According to C.B.C. data, Virginia Rails and Am. Coots were hit hard by the November freeze in s. British Columbia. Virginia Rails were very hard to find in the Vancouver area all winter (MF et al.) and the Victoria C.B.C. could find only one! They were mentioned as being common on the Oregon coast, however (DFi). Several coastal British Columbia counts posted record lows for Am. Coots. Numbers at Reifel Refuge were down by about 75% (JI). Interestingly, normal numbers of coots were noted from areas s. of here. The only Sora reported was one on the Port Orford C.B.C., Jan. 1, being DFi's first in winter. The Sauvie Island, Ore., Sandhill Crane population reached 150 Jan. 26 (S. Erickson), and hundreds were at nearby Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash., Jan. 1 (E. Norwood). Both locations encompass a regular wintering area for this species. 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH GULLS -- The first winter record of a Lesser Golden-Plover for Washington was obtained Feb. 8 at Dungeness Spit, Clallam (C. Provost†). Subspecific identification is not possible from the details received, but all west coast sightings in winter have been of the Siberian form fulva. Thirteen Snowy Plovers Jan. 6 near Siltcoos Creek were on the Oregon coast, where a few can be found every winter (C. Bunce). A Willet that made it through the winter (and an oil spill!) at Ediz Hook, Port Angeles, was in a now-traditional wintering location. A Long-billed Curlew studied at Dungeness, Wash., Jan. 18 (V. Timm, M.J. Cooper) was far from the traditional flock at Tokeland, Pacific, which numbered 21 on Jan. 21 (G & WH). No Marbled Godwits or Willets were reported from this area, a regular wintering locality for these species in the past. The sole Regional report for Red Knot was of one all winter at Siletz Bay, Ore. (m.ob.). One to 10 W. Sandpipers were found at 4 locations n. of the Columbia R. during December, with none reported beyond that month (v.o.). The shore-bird highlight of the season was the coastal fallout of Red Phalaropes after the Jan. 18 storm. Hundreds were on the Willapa Bay N.W.R., Pacific, with at least one in full alternate plumage Jan.19-21 (R. Widrig, M. Jordan). Twelve were in the Westport boat basin Jan. 19 (J. & M. Haseltine). In Oregon hundreds were along the Lincoln coast (DP, JC), plus 75 in Tillamook Bay (B. Schelmerdine) and 200 at the S.J.C.R., both Jan. 20. Numbers declined sharply thereafter; most coastal birds were gone within a week. Up to 40 at Boiler Bay were the only ones reported after mid-February (PP et al.). Singles were inland to Salem Jan. 18 (BB) and the Monmouth sewage ponds Jan. 19 (RG). A Pomarine Jaeger at the Boiler Bay viewpoint, Ore., Jan. 19 was a product of the previous day's storm (PP). Two birds, one of each color phase, seen from the Ocean Shores jetty Feb. 21 (G & WH) were at an area where previous winter sightings have been made. A single bird was found washed up at Bay- ocean Beach, Tillamook, Ore., Feb. 26 (HN). The only Little Gulls reported were singles in Seattle, Dec. 3 (J. Zook) and Jan. 19 (Brian Pendleton, no details). One thousand Bonaparte's Gulls at the Colman Dock, Seattle, Feb. 1-7 (D. Lindstrom) was an impressive winter concentration. On Feb. 23 BHT's count of gulls attracted to the smelt run along the Cowlitz River between the mouth of the Toutle and the Columbia included 3300 Glaucous-winged, 400 each of Herring and Thayer's (about 80% adult for both species), and 1000 Mew (greater than 70% adult), plus small numbers of California and Ring- billed and a first-year Glaucous. Surprisingly, the Glaucous-winged count was free of intergrade Glaucous-winged x Western types. A careful check of the gull roost on the Kennydale log booms, Lake Washington, revealed about 40 Thayer's Gulls and 30 Herring Gulls Jan. 10 (PM). A Glaucous Gull visited this site Feb. 2 & 7 (EH, PM). Of the approximately 26 Glaucous Gulls reported throughout the Region, none was noted as adult 

S.A.
For the 3rd year in a row, birds fitting the description of kumlieni Iceland Gulls have been seen in the Vancouver and Victoria areas, either in the Hartland Ave landfill, Saanich or the Sea/Iona Island areas s. of Vancouver. This winter there was a "textbook" ad. kumlieni on Sea Island Jan. 26 (Michael Price†), 27 (MF†), & 31 (H & JM), and a


first-year bird at the Hartland landfill Jan 11 (K. Taylor, C. Harper). This recent increase in sightings is not easily explained by the usual "increase in observer effort." Dedicated gull-watchers have for years scanned the multitudinous flocks of Thayer's, without discovering Icelands with any regularity. A handful of old records does exist, however. Most of the Vancouver birds have had primaries very similar to Figures 213 and 214 in Dwight, The Gulls (Laridae) of the World, Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. Bull., 52 63-402, 1925. Essentially, they were small, white-winged gulls, the gray markings were so reduced in size and extent. For additional comparison, a small Glaucous Gull (presumably a female barrovianus) seen in the Richmond landfill was slightly smaller than the Herring Gull it was standing next to but was easily identifiable based on overall structure, i.e., heavy proportions, primary projection, bill size, eye placement, head shape, etc.


A mind-boggling concentration of gulls (mostly Glaucous-winged and Thayer's) occurred along the lower Fraser River Dec. 1. As far as the eye could see in either direction were gulls, the majority roosting on ice floes, conservatively estimated at over 30,000. The unusual amount of ice in the river and the close proximity of the 2 largest landfills in the area, combined with the first day of above-freezing temperatures in over 2 weeks, contributed to the largest concentration of gulls either observer had ever seen (MF, BK). Equally impressive were the 2500-3000 Black-legged Kittiwakes reported at the Ocean Shores jetty, Feb. 21. Present at 10:30 a.m., this flock, the largest kittiwake flock G & WH had ever seen, shrank to 100 birds by 11:00 a.m. 

ALCIDS THROUGH OWLS -- The high count of Marbled Murrelets s. of the V.I. area was of 60 at Boiler Bay, Ore., Jan 26 (D. Lusthoff, VT). The Kittlitz's Murrelet first reported in November remained in the Ogden Pt./Victoria Harbour area until Dec. 30, much to the delight of many observers. It was absent during January despite intensive coverage, reappearing at its original location Feb. 2+ (TZ ph., m.ob.). The 25± Ancient Murrelets at Boiler Bay Jan. 18 to mid-February were probably storm-related (PP et al.). An interesting mid-winter movement of Ancient Murrelets was noted Jan. 20 off Saanich, V.I., where 500, in groups of up to 35, were seen heading N (VG). An increase in Band-tailed Pigeon and Mourning Dove sightings in Oregon during early February may have indicated an early start to spring migration (HN). A pair of Band-tailed Pigeons in Discovery Park, Seattle, was nest-building Feb 17 and incubating a single egg by Feb. 25 (DB)! Reports of Snowy Owls suggested an echo flight year with the highest counts coming from the Skagit Flats, an important raptor wintering area. Nine tallied here Feb. 2 was the high count for the entire Region (MS). Washington had a total of 22 reports, with 73% of these from the Skagit/Samish Flats area (m.ob.). One to two 
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[image: ]
Kittlitz's Murrelet at Victoria, B.C., Dec. 8, 1985. Besides the extensively white face that distinguishes this species from Marbled Murrelet in winter plumage, note also the very short bill. Photo/Tim Zurowski.

[bookmark: _GoBack]at Ocean Shores throughout the period (G & WH et al.) and two at Leadbetter Point, Jan. 12 (M. Brady) furnished the only outer coast reports. One at the S.J.C.R., Dec. 21 (SH et al.) disappeared when the coastal storm flooded its favored area. A Snowy Owl seen here Feb. 7 was possibly the same bird returning (V. Brown). One was on Sauvie Island, Feb. 8 & 14 (N. & C. Bonin). Only seven to eight wintered in the lower Fraser Valley (DK et al.). Were N. Pygmy-Owls actually scarce this winter or just un- reported? There was only one report from Oregon and two

    [image: ]
Barred Owl at Mercer Island, Wash., Feb. 17, 1986. Photo/Robert Ashbaugh

each from Washington and British Columbia. All were during February except for the one on the Terrace C.B.C., Dec. 22 on the n. British Columbia coast. Single Barred Owls were reported from 3 Vancouver areas (fide DK) and from traditional locations around Seattle. One was photographed on Mercer I., Feb. 17 (W. Crill, R. Ashbaugh). The status of a Great Gray Owl seen in s. Langley, B.C., during the White Rock C.B.C., Jan. 5 is questionable (G. Ryder). The bird was sighted very near where one escaped last year which the owner was prohibited from recapturing. It's very possible that this bird remained undetected within the dense woodlots of this rarely-birded area. The only Long-eared Owl report was of one heard calling on the Forest Grove C.B.C., Dec. 22 (fide HN). In western Oregon Short-eared Owls were said to be scarce all winter (HN) and it was considered to be another poor year around Fern Ridge Res. (DFi). However, there were more than usual at the Nisqually N.W.R. this winter (G & WH). In the Fraser Delta they were in slightly above average numbers on the Ladner C.B.C. but almost absent everywhere else (fide WW). Nine N. Saw-whet Owls were recorded on the Tillamook C.B.C., Dec. 27 (fide DFi). Six seen in w. Washington (fide PM) and three from southern V.I. (fide DFr) were the only others reported. 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH JAYS -- Following the long November freeze, numbers of Anna's Hummingbirds were reduced in some areas. Victoria's C.B.C., however, tallied a new Canadian high for the species--26. An Anna's Hummingbird nest hatched 2 eggs Feb. 14 in Medford (fide M. Paczolt), for one of less than 5 nests for the state. Two Rufous Hummingbirds at Federal Way, Wash., Feb. 21 were the first spring migrants reported (P. Fredrickson) Two Red-naped Sapsuckers seen during the Seattle C.B.C., Dec. 29 were new to the count and provided one of the few winter records for the Region. Plummeting winter temperatures traditionally drive Red-breasted Sapsuckers into the relative warmth of the lowlands, but this winter many perished upon their arrival. At Reifel Refuge, in B.C., JI and GA reported picking several birds off the trees, and warming them up in their hands. Nine were brought in frozen to an animal care facility near Vancouver, B.C. This is one more than Vancouver's entire C.B.C. total (fide MF)! Freeze mortality was also noted among N. Flickers at Reifel Refuge. JI found four dead inside Wood Duck boxes in late November-early December. The Roseburg, Ore., Black Phoebe did not show for what would have been its 5th winter (DFi). One seen on the Port Orford C.B.C., Jan. 1 was not surprising as this species continues to increase from central Curry s. (DFi). The 3rd winter record of Say's Phoebe for Curry was of one along the lower Winchuck R., Jan. 25 (RE). The first Tree Swallows reported were in the n. Willamette R. Valley Feb. 23, when a warm, wet storm passed over the state. They were then quite scarce well into March (HN). In the s. British Columbia mainland, Puget Sound, southern V.I. areas, arrival was uniformly Feb. 25-27. Violet-green Swallows followed a similar pattern. A Blue Jay visited a feeder near Vancouver, Wash., Dec. 6-20 (E. & N. Baird) and another spent the winter in a residential section of Gibsons, just n. of Vancouver, B.C. (G. Smith). 

CHICKADEES THROUGH WARBLERS -- The first con- firmed Boreal Chickadee for Vancouver, B.C., was discovered Dec. 22 during the C.B.C. (Mts. J.E. James, fide D. Brown†). Apparently the bird had been visiting the feeder sporadically for several weeks. It was last reported Jan. 1. The 5th record for V.I., and only the 2nd for the Victoria area, of a White-breasted Nuthatch was obtained on the Sooke C.B.C., Dec. 28 (R. Williams et al.). The bird patronized a feeder throughout the rest of the reporting period, being seen by many. Winter and Marsh wren numbers were down 30-50% (Bewick's Wren less so) in s.w. British Columbia and V.I., probably a result of the November freeze (C.B.C. data). Western Bluebirds were reported from traditional wintering localities in Oregon. The first spring arrivals at Fort Lewis, Wash., were on time around Feb. 20 (J. Beall). A male Mountain 
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Bluebird spent the month of December in s Vancouver for one of the few winter records for the area (J. Foster et al., C. Risley†). Five Townsend's Solitaires were reported from the Region with two in Oregon, one in Washington, and two on southern V.I. (v.o.). Hermit Thrushes appeared to be unaffected by the cold weather with reports coming from many areas. DFi mentioned high numbers in coastal Oregon. A N. Mockingbird that visited feeders near Vancouver, Wash., during December was also recorded on the Sauvie Island C.B.C. (fide HN). Fall reports of Bohemian Waxwing suggested a winter influx. But it failed to materialize--unless one happened to be in Terrace or Kitimat on British Columbia's n. coast. A coastal invasion there was clearly evident with Terrace recording 3037 on their C.B.C., Dec. 22 (fide WW). Nine at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Dec. 3 (GA) and one in Victoria, Feb. 17-18 (P. Becker) were the only others reported. Northern Shrikes were widely reported as usual. In w. Oregon, numbers appeared normal (DFi) and remained that way all winter in all areas (HN). A Loggerhead Shrike seen well on the Tillamook Bay C.B.C., Dec. 21 was a county first (DFi† et al.) and provided an unusual Regional winter record. The usual numbers of hardy winter warblers were reported, mostly from Oregon. Single Orange-crowneds were on southern V.I. (fide DFr) and at Bellevue, Wash., Feb. 12 (B. Meilleur). Yellow-rumped Warblers were common on the Oregon and Washington coasts in Wax Myrtle thickets where expected, but in the s. Willamette R. Valley DFi believed numbers were down as a result of the November freeze. A flock of 11 at Reifel Refuge Jan. 8 surprised observers there (JI et al.). A bright male Black-throated Blue Warbler graced a Medford, Ore., feeder mid-December to Jan. 30. The bird was attracted to a peanut butter mixture and probably would have stayed longer were it not for a windstorm that passed through the area. This rep resented the 11th record for Oregon (C. & H. Loveness et al., fide HN). 

SPARROWS THROUGH FINCHES -- The Am. Tree Sparrow was reported from 4 locations in Washington, mostly singles except for a wintering flock at the Marysville sewage ponds that peaked at six birds Jan. 30 (BHT et al.). Two birds in s. Saanich, V.I., throughout the period (G. Crowther et al.) furnished one of just a handful of records for southern V.L Three spent the winter at Jericho Park in Vancouver (J. Vanderlinde et al.). Two Clay-colored Sparrows were found in Oregon this winter, both during C.B.C.s: one in Florence Dec. 27 (DFi†, SH et al.) and another at Sauvie Island also Dec. 27 (DBa, RF, details?). There are now about a dozen records for the state. A few wintering Savannah Sparrows were found as usual. One at the Marysville sewage ponds Feb. 6 was noted as being less yellow, bigger-billed, and flatter-headed than the usual breeding Savannahs of the area (PM). The 5th record of Swamp Sparrow for Vancouver, B.C., was obtained at Reifel Refuge Dec. 27 (JI†, G. Sunderland) in almost the exact spot and on the same date as the first one in 1979. The bird was very hard to find in the extensive cattail marsh, but a brief sighting as late as Feb. 2 (GA) suggested it probably wintered. White-throated Sparrow numbers were well below the wintertime norm in Oregon (fide HN). Two reports from Washington, one from Ladner, B.C., and 4 from the Victoria area, mostly of one to two birds, indicated low numbers throughout the Region. On the other hand, the nine Harris' Sparrows seen in the Vancouver, B.C. area was the highest number there since 1972 (v.o., fide DK). Washington observers reported only four individuals, while in Oregon they were in above-normal numbers with many reports received (fide DFi). Small flocks of Lapland Longspurs were reported s. of British Columbia. The 14 at Ocean Shores Feb. 8 & 21 was the largest number reported (R. Egbert, G & WH). Fifty Snow Buntings at Manzanita Beach Feb. 17, 75 at Nehalem Bay Jan. 14 (both fide HN), and 67 on the Tillamook Bay C.B.C., Dec. 21 (SH et al.) were all unprecedented counts. Forty Snow Buntings in Delta, s. of Vancouver, B.C. (JI, R Phillips et al.) throughout the winter and another 40 at Dungeness, Clallam, Dec. 20 (D & SS) were the highest seasonal totals reported from those areas. A flock of up to 21 W. Meadowlarks wintered on the Martindale Flats in n. Saanich, V.I. (v.o.), and more than usual wintered in the Ocean Shores area of Washington (G & WH). Two reports were received for Yellow-headed Blackbird, a rare winter visitor. One was seen in early January in Seattle (fide PM), and another was in w. Delta Jan. 28, providing one of the few winter records for the Vancouver area (GA). The Martindale Flats blackbird flock contained a Rusty Blackbird Dec 12 (DFr), and another seen just s. of there Jan. 19 may have been the same bird (TZ). Purple Finches were more numerous than usual this winter in s.w. British Columbia and n.w. Washington. Almost all coastal British Columbia C.B.C.s recorded extremely high numbers (fide WW). Red Crossbill reports were widespread in Oregon and southern V.I. In Washington, they were common only in the southern Cascades. On Jan. 29-31 two males collected there were in full breeding condition (MD, CW,* Burke Museum). Only the s. Cascades of Washington contained large numbers of White-winged Crossbills from last summer's invasion. Flocks of 100 and 200 were seen just e. of Snoqualmie Pass Jan. 20 (M. Breuninger), dozens were on Mt. St. Helens Jan. 3 (S. Bachhuber), and similar numbers were noted in the Wind River Ranger District Jan. 29-31 (MD, CW). Some trickled down into the Coast Range in Oregon where flocks of up to 80 were reported in areas of heavy Douglas-fir cone production (fide HN). An interesting sea-level sighting of White-winged Crossbills was made on Protection Island, Wash., Dec. 20 when a flock of 16 was described (BHT†, T. Schooley). Fairly large flocks of Common Redpolls were present all winter at Reifel Refuge, peaking at 100 birds Jan. 23 & 26 (BK, WW); 129 on the Ladner C.B.C. was a record total. Farther s., 18 were tallied on the Bellingham C.B.C., a few were with siskins at Green Lake, Seattle, Jan. 24 (MC), and a single was seen at Nisqually N.W.R., Jan. 3 (D. LaCasse). An ad. female made it s. to a Portland feeder Dec. 25 to mid-February, but was absent most of January (D. & J. Kobb et al.). Lesser Goldfinches were present in their usual small numbers in the Willamette Valley. Up to 20 were seen in a 2-week period during early December in Corvallis (A. McGie). Evening Grosbeaks were nowhere numerous. The largest flock was of 45 at Sooke, V.I., Dec. 29 (TZ). Two 3 Eur. Tree Sparrows in the Vancouver, B.C., area created the expected arguments regarding their origin. One visited a feeder in N. Vancouver at least Oct. 30-Jan. 20 (C. Littler, BK† et al.). A 2nd one was discovered at Lost Lagoon, Stanley Park, Dec. 22 (BK†) and remained through at least Jan. 31. The two birds could be distinguished by bill color: one was mostly black while the other was mainly yellow with a dark tip (BK et al., ph. P. Yorke). Both localities are within 2 mi of the Vancouver docks, and the birds were certainly ship/sailor assisted. 

EXOTICS -- A situation that requires watching is the expanding Mandarin Duck population in winter at Stanley Park's Lost Lagoon. The compilers of the Vancouver CBC included it in the official count results for the first time. Four males and three females were located Dec. 22, and vanished as early as mid-February. Two escaped Barnacle Geese continued to wander around n. Puget Sound and Willamette Valley refuges, the latter individual believed to be the same one as last winter (ME et al.). Monk Parakeets were not reported from their traditional Portland roost, but instead, one was at Tacoma, Feb 2 (E. Newbold). 

CONTRIBUTORS (Sub-regional editors and area compilers in boldface) - David Anderson, Gerry Ansell, Scott Atkinson, David Bailey (DBa), Dave Beaudette, Barb Bellin, Mike Bentley, Fred Bird, Thais Bock, Art Campbell, Mike Carmody, Jack Corbett, Tom Crabtree, Michael Donahue, Mike Edgell, Roy Ekstrom, Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth, Richard Erickson, David Fix (DFi), Rob Fergus, 
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David Fraser (DFr), Alan Garron (AG), Roy Gerig (RG), George Gerdts, Vic Goodwill, Steve Heinl, Glen & Wanda Hoge (G & WH), Eugene Hunn, Matt Hunter, John Ireland, David Irons, Brian Kautesk, Doug Kragh, Tom Love, Hue & Jo Ann MacKenzie, Dave & Charlene MacManiman, Tom Mickel, Mike McGrenere, Harry Nehls, Don Peterson, Phil Pickering, Mike Robbins, Leila Roberts, Dennis Rogers, Joy & Ran Satterfield, Mike Scuderi, Jeff Skriletz, Stan &  Dory Smith, Bob Sundstrom, Verda Teale, Bill Harrington-Tweit, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Bruce Whittington, Wally Wilkins (WWi), Chris Wood, Tim Zurowski.


Spring Migration, 1986

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers

The spring season's weather can best be described as erratic, as to both timing and distribution. Water supplies appeared adequate; no flooding was reported. March in the Region was notably warm and in most areas dry, resulting in an early migration in more southerly parts Waterfowl movement was reportedly accelerated in some places because of early thawing of ponds. April was, in general, cool and dry. May had about normal temperatures 
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and mostly light to normal precipitation, although the last week was very hot, reaching temperatures in the 80s and even the low 100s in a few localities. Some areas, principally more mountainous ones, noted a delayed migration, with mountain species lingering late. Several observers reported lower numbers of individuals than normal. 

ABBREVIATIONS--C.G. = Campground; G.M.A. = Game Management Area; W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area; W.R.A. = Wildlife Recreation Area. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS: -- An ad. Com. Loon stopped at Beulah Res., n.w. Malheur, Ore., Apr. 12, and a subadult appeared at a gravel pit pond near Burns, Ore., Apr. 26+ (M & AA, GI). Twin Lakes near Preston, Ida., hosted 110 migrating Com. Loons in late April-early May (CHT). A care- fully described winter-plumaged Yellow-billed Loon at Sunnyside, rend Oreille L. in n. Idaho Apr. 26 was the latilong's first (NB, PRS). A Red-necked Grebe nest at Bull L. near Stryker, Mont., furnished only the 3rd record of breeding in that locality (WW). Beulah Res. had a Clark's Grebe Apr. 12; the species was described as not difficult to find at Malheur N.W.R., Ore. (M & AA). Four Clark's Grebes accompanied W. Grebes at Moses L., Wash., Apr. 26 (MK, J & Dr, CVV, LLV). What was apparently a mated pair of a Clark's and a W. Grebe was noted with at least 15 other Clark's on N. Potholes Res. near Moses L., May 25 (BHT, FM). At least 3 Am. White Pelican nesting colonies were active on islands in Malheur L., Malheur N.W.R., by late May (GI). Up to 43 of the birds stopped on Desert W.R.A., w. of O'Sullivan Dam, Grant, Wash., Apr. 29-May 11 (BHT, FM, DP, TS). American Falls Res. in s. Idaho had 1800 of this species in late May; they were suspected of coming from the Great Salt L. nesting colony to feed on chub (CHT). Up to 42 migrating Am. White Pelicans were noted at Vernon and Osoyoos, B.C., Apr. 20-May 18 (DC, MC) and 12 were sighted at the Walla Walla R. mouth, Wash., Mar. 1 (B.M.A.S.). Five frequented the Pack R. fiats n. of Sandpoint, Ida. Apr. 13 (PRS). A Double-crested Cormorant at Ellensburg, Wash., Mar. 17 was unusual (Y.A.S.) A Least Bittern was reported at Malheur N.W.R., May 26 (GI). Great Blue Herons have started a heronry on the Walla Walla R. near Lowden, Wash., where there were believed to be 6 active nests (B.M.A.S.). Several dozen Great Egrets were observed at Malheur May 9 (SM, PD, JJ). Possibly the first sighting of the species for Yakima, Wash., was of one at East Selah May 17 (AS, SS), and one at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., May 4 was apparently the 2nd ever there (RDC). In s. Idaho a few were reported at Market L., Mud L., and American Falls Res. Snowy Egret numbers in this area were still low, not yet having recovered from the DDT problems of the 1970s (CHT). Single Snowy Egrets appeared at Whitman Mission, Walla Walla, Wash., May 23-25 (DH, CS, BH, FH) and at Umatilla N.W,R., Umatilla, Ore., May 18 (BH, FH). One at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., May 8+ was noteworthy (CC, SC, CP, m.ob.). Cattle Egret numbers, at 13, were up a bit at the American Falls Res. colony (CHT). One to two of these birds appeared in the Burns, Ore. vicinity Apr. 30-May 4 (CDL, CCa, M & AA). Black-crowned Night-Heron numbers remained low at the 3 colonies visited in s. Idaho; flight rate was 36/ hour at American Falls Res., May 26 (CHT). 

WATERFOWL -- An ad. "Bewick's" accompanied a "Whistling" Tundra Swan at Jamieson L., Grant, Wash., Mar. 30 (BK, LH, JM). The largest numbers of Tundra Swans were 325 at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., and 350 over Asotin, Wash. Hayden L., Ida. had an apparently authentic sighting of three Trumpeter Swans Mar. 19 (PHu). A Greater White- fronted Goose at Huston L., Prineville, Ore. (TC), was note- worthy, as were six in the Silvies R. valley n. of Burns (M & AA). A surprising number of Snow Geese, 150, was at St. Andrews, Wash., Apr. 17 (BO, CO), and 47 were at Mann's L., Lewiston, Ida. Apr. 7 (RG). A Snow Goose near Walla Walla apparently provided the first spring record there (MCo). Six "Blue" Snow Geese stopped at a pond near Mortdovi, Wash., Mar. 9 (JA, WH) and one or two appeared near Burns (M & AA). Three Ross' Geese at Huston L., May 11 were apparently the first for that area (TC), and one at Oden Bay on Pend Oreille L. was presumably the latilong's 2nd (PRS, RDC, NB). A blue-phase Ross' was sighted near Burns Mar. 22 (M & AA). Waterfowl pair counts at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., were very high, in part because of some new marsh projects. Conversely, the waterfowl migration at Metcalf N.W.R. was less than normal. Canada Goose numbers at Columbia N.W.R. rose to 5000 in April but dropped to 30 at the period's end. Canadas took over 6 Osprey nests along the Kootenai R. in n.w. Montana and the species was "extremely successful" at nesting at Kootenai N.W.R. The mill ponds at Burns had a flock of 60 "Cackling" Geese Mar. 29 (M & AA). Vernon, B.C. had a male Eur. Green-winged Teal Mar. 26 (PR). A pair of Cinnamon Teal at Odell, Ore., was perhaps the first for the county (NE). A sprinkling of Eur. Wigeons occurred in s. interior British Columbia, n. Idaho, e. Oregon, and e. Washington, the largest group three males and a female near Reardan Mar. 15 (JA). Two male Harlequin Ducks were sighted on the E. Fork of the Hood R., s. of Hood River, Ore., May 11 for perhaps a latilong first (DAA). The only Oldsquaws reported were two at Riske Cr., B.C., May 25 (PR). A pair of Surf Scoters appeared on Millcreek L. e. of Walla Walla Apr. 20 (SM). Metcalf N.W.R. had a visit by a surprising 15 White-winged Scoters in late April (fide CP). A female Red-breasted Merganser at Malheur N.W.R., Apr. 5 was very unusual (M & AA).

HAWKS THROUGH CRANES -- Ospreys were nesting in the Salmon, Ida. vicinity (HR). Bald Eagle roost counts in the Harney Basin around Malheur N.W.R., Mar. 10 resulted in a record peak of 180 migrating birds. A pair again nested at Libby Dam, Lincoln, Mont., with two nestlings evident (DH). The wintering pair at Kootenai N.W.R. hatched two young Apr. 14 but the nest on the Kootenai R. near Bonners Ferry, Ida. appeared to be unsuccessful (RDC). A nest of the species found last year in Pend Oreille, Wash., was not active, probably be- cause of a house too close (SZ). Total falcons (besides Am. Kestrels) reported were Merlin five, Peregrine Falcon four, Gyrfalcon three, and Prairie Falcon two. Ruffed Grouse drumming counts in Pend Oreille were back up to average after the record low of 1985 (SZ). No more than 
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five male Sage Grouse were found at the lek s of Creston, Wash. (CR, S.A.S.). The Omak, Wash., Sharp-tailed Grouse lek had up to 18 birds (m.ob.) and the Yakima Firing Range, Wash., 35-40 (Y.A.S.). The numbers of this species on 4 dancing grounds in the Kamloops, B.C., vicinity totalled 30+ (DJ). The only Wild Turkeys reported were two hens at Cause Cr., up the Snake R from Asotin, Wash. (IP, C.B.). Two Virginia Rails were observed at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., Mar. 29 (J & DP) for the only report. Migrating Sandhill Cranes were noted in good numbers in e. Washington and s. interior British Columbia, the largest concentration 2000 at St. Andrews, Wash., Apr. 15. Six pairs appeared in the upper Blackfoot Valley n.e. of Missoula, Mont., where they are be- coming more common (AB). A flight of 30 over Coeur d' Alene, Ida., Apr. 23 was unusual (SHS). The first of the older Whooping Cranes returned to Grays L., Ida. Mar. 31; seven are summering there. Fifteen Whooping Crane eggs were successfully placed in Sandhill nests there May 27 (ECB). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Shorebird sightings in the Region are usually sparse because of high water levels, so the following observations were of interest. A Black-bellied Plover at Oden Bay G.M.A., May 17 supposedly made the first spring record for the latilong (RDC, PRS). Two were observed near Burns May 5 and the species arrived at Summer Lake W.M.A., s.c. Oregon, May 8 (GI). Singles appeared at Metcalf N.W.R., May 8 (CC, SC) and near Granger, Wash., May 31 (AS). A remarkable 12 Semipalmated Plovers stopped at Hatfield L., Bend, Ore., May 3 (CM). In Oregon one was near Burns May 3 (M & AA) and one was at Summer Lake W.M.A. May 7 (GI). Oxford Slough, Preston, Ida. had one May 3 and another May 18 (CHT). In Washington single birds appeared at East Selah Apr. 19 (CD, DG) and s. of Ellensburg May 23 (BR) and three were sighted at the Walla Walla R. mouth, Wallula (FH). The only Black-necked Stilts reported were one at Metcalf N.W.R. (fide CP) and six near McNary, Ore., May 17 (TG). An Am. Avocet at Kootenai N.W.R., Apr. 19 was a rarity (RDC). A few Greater Yellowlegs were sighted at Asotin, Wash. (C B.). A Greater and two Lessers appeared at Huston L., May 11 and one of the latter was at Bend the same day (TC). Two Solitary Sandpipers visited the Burns mill ponds May 3 (M & AA) and one appeared at Robinson L., Boundary, Ida., May 7 (JMo). A Willet at the Yakima R. mouth, Richland, Wash., was Woodley's first in spring and his 2nd ever there. Upland Sand- pipers were back in Logan Valley e. of Seneca, Ore. (AC, CCa, JL) and in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane, Wash. (KW). At least 12 were back at Kleinschmidt Flat e. of Ovando, Mont., m late May (AB). A Whimbrel was sighted in pastureland s. of Thorpe, Wash., May 17 (DP, BHT). Nine Marbled Godwits stopped at the Walla Walla R. mouth Apr. 30 (TG) and two were observed at Malheur Apr. 27 (P.A.G.). Three of the species, rare in Montana w. of the Continental Divide, were sighted at Brown's L. near Ovando (JB). Two Ruddy Turnstones were observed at Malheur May 14 and one was there May 20-23 (GI). One was photographed at Bear River N.W.R. in s.e. Idaho about May 11 (GDe) and one at the Hood R. mouth in Oregon May 17 apparently furnished the county's first record (DAA). Sanderlings appeared at Malheur in late April (JG, GI). A flock of 20+ W. Sandpipers was sighted at Metcalf N.W.R., May 5 (CC, SC) and a flock again there May 8 (CP). Bend had a Dunlin May 3 (CM) and British Columbia had visits from three at Kamloops Apr. 25 (WWe) and one at Kelowna May 18 (MC). An outstanding find was a male Ruff in nearly full breeding plumage near St. Andrews, Wash., Apr. 27 (JA, B & GR, TW, RW). A Short-billed Dowitcher at White L. w. of Okanagan Falls, B C., May 18 was a rarity (GD, MF). Six appeared at Burns May 3 (M & AA). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- Noteworthy Franklin's Gull sightings were: 15 at Creston, B.C., May 16 (MF); one at Riske Cr., B C, May 24 (PR); one at Vernon May 18 (WWe); one at Metcalf N W.R., Apr. 19 (CC); two over Hardy Gr., n.w. of Yakima, May 24 (DB); one at Soda L., Columbia N.W.R., Grant, Wash. (BHT FM); two at the Walla Walla R mouth May 18 (TG), one near Salmon, Ida., May 1 (HBR); and four at Kootenai N.W.R., May 22 (RDC). An adult and an imm. Bonaparte's Gull were sighted at Metcalf N.W.R., May 5 (CC, SC). Two subadults were over pastureland near Thorpe, Wash., May 17 (BHT, DP) and three appeared at Wenas Res. n.w. of Yakima May 23 (CD, DG). The species was migrating through Malheur Apr. 13-May 20. Vernon, B.C., had the only Mew Gull report, one Mar. 17 (PR) Kelowna was visited by 2000 California, one Thayer's, one Glaucous-winged, and two Glaucous gulls Mar. 25 (PR) and one Glaucous was seen at Osoyoos, B.C., Apr. 14 (DB). Single Glaucous Gulls also appeared at Lower Monumental Dam s of Kahlotus, Wash. and at Wallula in April (BH). Two imm Glaucous Gulls stopped at Kootenai N.W.R., May 16-17 for apparently the first spring record there (NB, RDC, PRS) A Western Gull in breeding plumage arrived at the identical spot near American Falls Res. where one, almost surely the same bird, has been seen the last 2 years (CHT, m.ob.). A Caspian Tern at Osoyoos May 31 was unusual (DC, KV), as were two at Oden Bay G.M.A., May 17 (RDC, PRS). A small colony of Forster's Terns has established itself at Columbia N.W.R. as a result of marsh improvement (JRR). Three of this species were sighted at Oden Bay G.M.A., May 17 (RDC, PRS). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- At least two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were in Blackfoot, Ida. (JT), and a window kill occurred in nearby Firth (CHT). The only Band-tailed Pigeon report was of one at Fields, Ore., May 24 (GI). Common Barn-Owl numbers in the Walla Walla area were believed to have declined, perhaps due to a series of harsh winters (SM) The Davenport, Wash., cemetery provided a resting place for two Flammulated Owls May 17 (JA, WH, AW). This made the latilong's first spring record and only its 2nd ever. Singles of this species were sighted at Panhandle L. w. of Newport, Wash (EJL) and at Blewett Pass, Chelan, Wash. (GG, EH). Single Spot- ted Owls were heard in Skamania and Kittitas, Wash., in late May (GG, EH, PM). Several Boreal Owls calling on territory for extended periods in the Creston-Salmo, Kamloops and Penticton, B.C., area were a new discovery, suggesting breeding there (RH, DC, GD, LV, BK). Four nights of surveys in the Selkirk and Purcell Mts. of Boundary, Ida., found two Great Horned, two Barred, 15 Boreal, and nine N. Saw-whet owls (NB, RDC, PH, PRS). Panhandle L. had three Boreal Owls (EJL), Sherman Pass one (BS, MS), and Salmon N.F. one (LHa) A road-killed Boreal in Glacier N.P., Mont., provided w. Montana's first specimen (JJo) and the species responded to taped calls at and w. of the Idaho-Montana line in the Lolo Pass vicinity (DHo). The only Great Gray Owl noted was one calling in the Smith Cr. drainage, Boundary, Ida. May 14 (PRS) Vaux's Swifts returned in great numbers to the Walla Walla vicinity in May, hundreds roosting in a chimney on Whitman College campus (B.M.A.S.). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird, always rare in the Tri-cities area, stayed at Richland May 18+ and a female appeared separately May 31 (REW). A male Anna's visited a feeder at the Boise-Cascade C.G., n.w. of Yakima, May 24-27 (EJL, Y.A.S.). Supposedly the same Costa's Hummingbird returned to Bend Apr. 20 for the 4th year (G & CR) Two displaying male Calliope Hummingbirds near Odell, Ore, May 11 were apparently the latilong's first (DAA). A male Broad- tailed Hummingbird was reported near Fields, Ore., May 21 & 25 (fide GI). Very few Lewis' Woodpeckers were reported, except for the Sun Valley, Ida. area, where they were described as plentiful (WHS). What was suspected of being a Yellow-bellied x Red-naped Sapsucker hybrid was studied at the Davenport cemetery Apr. 5 (BH et al.). An albino Pileated Wood- pecker, apparently mated with a normally-colored bird, visited a Libby, Mont. feeder throughout the period (DH). A Least Flycatcher was identified at Roaring Springs Ranch s. of Malheur N.W.R., May 23 (M & AA) and one was calling at Malheur the next day (AC). Up to 17 Gray Flycatchers were found near Oliver, B.C., May 18-30 for apparently Canada's 2nd record. Photographs were obtained and songs compared 
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to tapes (DC et al.). More expected were sightings near Glenwood, Wash. (BJ, EH, PM), along the s. fork of Wenas Cr., n.w. of Yakima (LD, CD, DG), and among junipers near Pocatello, Ida. (CHT). Highly unusual was the finding of a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Spencer, Ida. May 24-25 (AM, SR). The only Ash-throated Flycatchers reported were five or more near Lyle, Wash., May 25 (EH, PM et al.). 

JAYS THROUGH MIMIC THRUSHES -- Colfax, Wash., had a Blue Jay February to May 11 (JB, FB), and the one that wintered at Robson, B.C., was still there May 26 (LV). A Scrub Jay appeared in White Salmon, Wash., May 25-26 (EH, PM et al.). A Boreal Chickadee was sighted at Panhandle L., Mar. 18 (EJL). A Canyon Wren heard 3 mi up the Kootenai R. from Bonnets Ferry May 17 was apparently the first for that area (RDC). Two pairs of Bewick's Wrens were observed at Malheur May 6 (CDL). The species was not observed in the Walla Walla vicinity after the spring season (SM). House Wrens appeared to be on the increase in the Richland area, suggesting potential competition with Bewick's (REW). Bluebird nest box projects in w. Montana produced a total of five fledglings in 1974, increasing to 5,519 in 1985. Of this, Mountain Bluebirds accounted for 4,761 and W. Bluebirds, 758 (AA, DHr). Results for this year were still incomplete. In the Okanogan Valley, Wash., 249 young W. Bluebirds and 26 young Mountain Bluebirds have thus far been banded (GB). A W. Bluebird was sighted at Richland in early March; the species, rare there now, is said to have nested in that vicinity before the coming of the Eur. Starling (REW). A W. Bluebird in the Fortine, Mont., vicinity was the first in the past 20 years (WW), and a pair that appeared at Helena, Mont., was last seen May 2 (ASc). One was sighted near Eureka, Mont., and later a pair was examining a nest box n. of there at the Canadian border (DH). Western Bluebird sightings 20 mi n.w. of Salmon Apr. 4 and May 1 were Hadley Roberts' first since 1978 and his 2nd and 3rd ever. Three Gray Catbirds appeared at Sunnyside Dam on the Yakima R., May 24 (EH, PM, AS). Southeastern Oregon was treated to an unusual number of N. Mockingbird sightings, at Fields (KC), Frenchglen (TC), Hines (TC, JG), Summer Lake (CM), and Malheur (TC, m.ob.). The Brown Thrasher that wintered at Lumby, B.C., was last seen Mar. 3 (MC). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- A singing Philadelphia Vireo, seen well at Panhandle L., Apr. 23, made that vicinity's 3rd record (EJL). A Red-eyed Vireo, rare in s. Idaho, was seen at Market L. about May 24 (BJa). A Cape May Warbler photo- 
[image: ]
Male Cape May Warbler at Malheur N.W.R. headquarters, Ore., May 23, 1986. Fifth Oregon record. Photo/Tim Crabtree.

[image: ]
Male Bay-breasted Warbler at Malheur N.W.R. headquarters, Ore., May 25, 1986. Sixth Oregon record. Photo/Jim Johnson.

graphed at Malheur May 23 was Oregon's 5th, and a Bay-breasted Warbler there May 25 made the state's 6th (AC, TC, JG, m.ob.). Black-throated Gray Warblers arrived at Summer Lake W.M.A., Ore., May 11 and a male was reported at Malheur May 25 (GI). Four Hermit Warblers along Wicky Cr., n. of Trout Lake, Wash., May 25 included one with co]oration suggesting hybridization with Townsend's Warbler (EH, PM et al.). Malheur had two Hermits May 15 (fide GI) and a female Black-and-white Warbler May 16-17 (MA, TC). A remarkable total of 30 Townsend's Warblers was observed on the N., Middle, and S. Forks of the Teton R., e. of Choteau, Mont., May 27-29 (LT). A singing N. Waterthrush foraged along Potholes Res. near Moses Lake May 25 (FM, BT). A well-seen singing Mourning Warbler appeared at Panhandle L., May 2 (EJL). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak appeared at Malheur May 30 (GI). A male Indigo Bunting accompanied a flock of Lazulis near Pocatello May 5 (CW). Clay-colored Sparrow numbers in general looked satisfactory with the exception of the Spokane Valley near the Idaho line, where very few were found. Boardman, Ore., reported a big

[image: ]
Male Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Malheur N.W.R. headquarters, Ore., May 30, 1986. Photo/Owen Schmidt. 
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[Page 502 which should finish the Northern Rocky Mountain-Intermountain Region Spring Migration Field Notes, is missing! from internet. Page 503 was accidently scanned twice]


Spring Migration, 1986

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

Spring came early in the Northwest. Late February to mid-April was warm and dry. Thereafter the season was cooler and much wetter than usual. The Vancouver (B.C.), Seattle, and Portland weather stations averaged about 5°F warmer than usual during March. May temperatures were normal, but about one-third more rain fell than the long-term averages. There were numerous earlier-than-ever sightings in the first one-half of the season, and some noticeable grounding of migrants by late April storms. An analytical advantage of a narrow, north-south aligned Region is that a chronological mapping of arrivals will often reveal an ordered progression of spring migration, and equally as interesting, often it will not. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R., Ore.; V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. 

LOONS TO IBISES -- In addition to the usual concentration of Pacific Loons in Active Pass, V.I., totaling 700-1000 present Mar. 28-Apr. 14 (RP, BG), there were 800 off Grays Harbor May 10 (BHT et al.) and 500 around Iona I., near Vancouver, B.C., May 14 (DSo, MP, G. Sunderland). Six Yellow-billed Loons were reported, a normal number. including sightings Apr. 28-30 at the Chetco R. mouth, Ore. (RE et al.) for the first Curry County record, and a ]ate individual May 22 off Waldron I., Wash. (F. Sharpe). The usual few Clark's Grebes were reported, all from Oregon: Mar. 10-mid-April at the Chetco R. mouth (RE, JR), Apr. 26 at the Bay City sewage ponds, Tillamook Co. (DL, PMu, B. Wong), and May 23 on Dexter Res., Lane Co. (SH). A high count of 200+ Black-footed Albatrosses was made May 17 off Newport, Ore. (SH et al.). The highest-ever count of Black-footeds off Westport, Wash., in 25 trips during May over 19 years, has been 111 individuals (TW). Perhaps related to these high numbers were the unusual sightings from shore of two imm. Black-footeds May 6 at Newport (J. Dant, BvH), and one May 10, off nearby Boiler Bay (DFi, SH, JGi, D. Irons). A much rarer Laysan Albatross was observed Mar. 15 off the w. coast of V.I., about 40 mi s.w. of Cape Beale (P. Lambert, ph.). Following last spring's extraordinary counts of N. Fulmars, the pelagic trip totals this year returned to normal, with fewer than 20 off Westport May 10 (BHT et al.) and about 50 off Newport May 17 (SH et al.). By far the most exotic procellarid of the season was a bird identified as a Murphy's Petrel (Pterodroma ultima) seen Apr. 10 about 35 nautical mi off the mouth of the Columbia R., Ore. (†TW, †Larry Spear). Details will be published in a paper treating this and closely related species in the N. Pacific. Counts of 25 Pink-looted Shearwaters and 30 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels May 17 out of Newport (SH et al.) were normal numbers. Only two Fork-taileds were seen from shore; last year's dramatic incursion was definitely not repeated. In 1978 and 1980 there were spring records of one to two Brown Pelicans in the Region. Since 1982 up to 2 dozen pelicans, presumably non-breeders, have arrived along the coast in late May. This year the first was found in Victoria, V.I., on the extremely early dates of Mar. 1-7 (M & VG et al.). The 
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next was an immature at Yaquina Bay, Ore, May 8 (fide HN) Sightings of groups of three immatures were made at Brookings, Ore., May 15 (RE), at Newport May 16 (S. Gordon), and at the Ocean Shores jetty, Wash., May 24 (JGa). By May 28 there were 18 immatures at the S.J.C.R. (HN). The 2000+ Brandt's Cormorants gathered in Active Pass, V.I., Mar. 17-27 (AMa, E Lofroth, T. Geernaert) represented an increase back to normal numbers. In contrast to the widespread reports of successful Great Blue Heron rookeries, the Colquitz R. heronry, southern V.I., was abandoned after 2 summers of heavy predation by Bald Eagles (fide DFr, RP). The winter roost of Black-crowned Night-Herons in Stanwood, near the Skagit fiats, Wash., has increased steadily since 1981, reaching 31 birds this winter. By Mar. 14 only three remained and the last of these departed Apr. 4 (TMa, fide IU). The last of the three Black-crowneds that wintered at Reifel Refuge, near Vancouver, B.C., departed Apr. 17 (JI). An ad. White-faced Ibis appeared in the town of Ocean Shores May 10+ (R. & F. Carlson et al., m.ob.) for the 4th record for w Washington. The bird was found injured later in the month, was captured by the Game Dept., and died in captivity. 

SWANS TO QUAIL -- An imm. Trumpeter Swan from the small wintering flock near Airlie, Polk Co., Oreg. was found shot Mar. 6 (C. Henny, L. Blus, *Oregon State Univ.). Heavy fog on Apr. 20-21 concentrated over 800 Greater White-fronted Geese into the southern V.I. area (M & VG et al.) Elsewhere small flocks were reported over the s. Willamette Valley and along the outer coast of Oregon and Washington during late April (DFi, VT, DP, LF). The large wintering population of Snow Geese at the Skagit flats, Wash., departed for Wrangel I. some- what earlier than usual. The last few were seen there Apr. 14 (TMa, fide IU). A Ross' Goose was closely observed Apr. 12 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash. (†FB) for the 5th record for w. Washington. Another Ross' Goose appeared Feb. 5 at Finley N.W.R., Ore. (KB), perhaps one of the birds seen earlier this winter at nearby Ankeny N.W.R. It stayed through Apr. 13 (KB, †KR et al ) The Emperor Goose found this winter on Dungeness spit stayed with Brant there to Apr. 5 (D & SSm et al.). Nine "Dusky" Canada Geese, with red neck-bands, were seen Mar. 26 within a large migratory flock of Canadas near Blenkinsop L., Saanich V.I. (L. Roberts). There were reports of five "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal this season, slightly fewer than usual. Two of these spent March and April in Saanich, V.I. (†VG et al.). The others were sighted only once. The first Blue-winged Teal were reported Apr. 16 & 20 at Reifel I., B.C. (JI) and Finley N.W.R., Ore. (AMc). Widespread arrival was not until early May. The first few Cinnamon Teal were noted Mar. 5 at Reifel I. (R. Phillips) and Mar. 15 at Ocean Shores (DB, BMo, BP), with widespread arrival in late March. Three hybrid Eurasian x American Wigeon were noted during April at Beacon Hill Park, Victoria (RSa et al.). A male Redhead x scaup hybrid was seen Mar. 15-Apr. 23 in Stanley Park (†BK). The first-year male Tufted Duck was present on Green L, Seattle, Feb. 10-Mar. 30 (B. Meilleur, C. Wood). One of the two female Tufted Ducks stayed at Stanley Park to Apr. 8. Two different males were present there in April (†BK) and one stayed through May 31 (BK et al.). The female King Eider also wintering at Stanley Park was last seen Apr. 9 (BK, L. Taylor). A large gathering of 14,000 Surf Scoters was observed Mar. 30 along the n. shore of Barkley Sound, near Ucluelet, on the w. side of V.I. (M Shepard). Following sightings of a few scattered single birds, there were first arrivals or migratory groups of Turkey Vultures noted from all reporting areas of the Region Mar. 17-24. A pair of Black-shouldered Kites at Finley N.W.R. was present through- out the season and behaving as if territorial. The similarly- acting pair near Skamokawa, Wash., in February could not be found there Mar. 15 (FB). A migrating Swainson's Hawk was seen well April 25, 1985, near Sequim, Wash. (†Gene Kridler), for one of few spring records for w. Washington. Two pairs of Golden Eagles were nesting along the w. side of San Juan I. during May (ML) The 29+ Merlins reported was about the normal number, and 27+ Peregrines was higher than the average of the last several years. Following a sighting by DFi, a group led by Dan Fenske found a Peregrine eyrie on a cliff face in the s. Oregon Cascades. The radio-tagged female Gyrfalcon stayed around Dungeness spit, Wash., until March 1 (D & SSm). Other late Gyrfalcon reports were of singles in the Vancouver, B.C., area Mar. 24 (MP) and around Puget Sound Apr. 5 (B. Anderson, fide DP) An ad. Mountain Quail was seen May 19 near the top of Mt. Tuam, at the s. end of Saltspring I., n. of Sydney, V.I. (S Johnson, P. Frank). This is the first report from the Gulf Is, and the first for the southern V.I. area since April 1983 (AB 37:904). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The highest count reported for Black-bellied Plovers was a relatively low 400 at Boundary Bay, Delta, B.C., Apr. 22 (WW). Only four Lesser Golden-Plover were reported, also fewer than usual. Of these, one was a male fulva seen Apr. 26-27 at Ocean Shores, Wash. (DP, JE, LF), and the other three, subspecies not reported, occurred May 3-5 at Rathtrevor Beach, Parksville, V.I. (J. & G. Anderson), Delta, B.C. (B & MM), and Ocean Shores (M. Scuderi). The 2000 Semipalmated Plovers tallied May 3 in the Ocean Shores area was the observers' largest-ever count for Washington (DP, JE). The only other concentration noted was of 200 at Tillamook, Ore., Apr. 30- May 14 (HN). Very early Killdeer nests, each with 3 eggs, were located Mar. 15 on Bainbridge I., w. of Seattle (I. Paulsen) and Mar. 20 on Blackie Spit, Surrey, B.C. (J. Williams). The lone sighting of a Black-necked Stilt at the Medford sewage ponds May 17 (PMu, LW) was in striking contrast to the 2 previous invasion years for this species in w. Oregon. Fifteen Am. Avocets were noted, as if in partial place of the stilts. One seen Apr. 30 at Dungeness (†D. & D. Doss) and 10 May 3 in Auburn (TB et al.) provided about the 14th & 15th records for w. Washington. Another at Sea I., May 25 (†AS, GA) was about the 14th for the Vancouver, B.C., area.). The 100 Greater Yellowlegs at Reifel I., Delta, B.C., Apr. 16 (JI), 60 at Banks, just w. of Portland, Ore., Apr. 20 (VT), and 45 at Ocean Shores Apr. 26 (DP, JE) represented normal high counts. There were about one dozen reports of Lesser Yellow-legs, all typically of one to three birds. About 19 Solitary Sandpipers were reported, a normal number, with four at Banks, Ore., Apr. 25-28 (T. Shelmerdine, DA) the only group. The first Wandering Tattlers noted were six on schedule Apr. 26 at the Ocean Shores jetty (PM et al.) and one Apr. 27 at Boiler Bay, n. of Newport, Ore. (N. Letleby). Whimbrels also arrived on schedule Apr. 22-27 throughout the Region. The 17 Long-billed Curlews at Tokeland, Wash., Apr. 12 (TB, P. Knopp) were presumably wintering birds. Only one could be found there Apr. 20 (CC). There were 3 sightings of one to three Long-billed Curlews in the Vancouver area, where it is a rare transient. The 236 Marbled Godwits grounded at Ocean Shores by a storm Apr. 26 (DP, JE) set a record high count for the Region. About 140 were present the next day (DP, LF, PM et al.). Two Ruddy Turnstones Mar. 9-15 at Ocean Shores were unusually early (B. & G. Ramsey, DB, BMo, BP). One was still there Mar. 21 (G & WH) and another was on Ediz Hook, Port Angeles, Wash., Mar. 17 (J. Skriletz). The seasonal high count was of 50 Ruddies along the beach at Ocean Shores May 3 (DP, JE). A Black Turnstone at Ankeny N.W.R., Ore., May 13 (BB, JA, ph.) provided the first inland spring sighting for w. Oregon A very large gathering of 850+ Surfbirds was noted on a small island near Port Alberni, V.I. (DFr et al.). This location is at the head of Alberni Inlet in the mountainous center of the island. The 3000 Red Knots on threatened Bowerman Basin, Hoquiam, Wash., May 3 (GG) furnished the high count for the season. Counts of 500-550 Red Knots were obtained Apr. 26 also at Bowerman Basin (CC), May 3 at nearby Grass Creek (DP, JE), and May 10 at Bottle Beach, on the opposite shore of Grays Harbor (BHT). Flocks of 200-250 were found Apr. 20 (CC) and May 10 (R. Droker) on the n. shore of Willapa Bay, Wash. Thirty were seen at Newport, Ore., May 10 (SH et al.), 

Volume 40, Number 3  515

17 at Dungeness, Wash, May 10 (M. Moon), and elsewhere in the Region only five individuals were reported. Clearly the mud fiats of Grays Harbor are of primary importance in the final staging of the N migration of the Red Knot (see also AB 37:905). Reports of flocks of W. Sandpipers were much more wide-spread than for the Red Knot, but the numerical dependence upon Grays Harbor was almost as extreme. Peak numbers of Westerns this season at Bowerman Basin were 300,000 present Apr. 24-25 (M. Finger, fide CC). Elsewhere the high count re- ported was 16,000 on Roberts Bank, Delta, B.C., May 4 (CH). About 1000 Least Sandpipers at Tillamook, Ore., Apr. 30 (HN) furnished the high count for this species. A Baird's Sandpiper noted Mar. 28 in Delta, B.C., was extremely early (†AS). Three Baird's, also early, were found nearby at Iona I., B.C., Apr. 9 & 14 (MF, MB, WW). The only other Baird's reported was at Ankeny N.W.R., Ore., Apr. 22 (†BB). The 17 Pectoral Sandpipers reported were about half last year's total, but still twice the average of the preceding 5 years. The 48+ Wilson's Phalaropes found May 13 at Ankeny N.W.R. (BB, JA) made an exceptionally high count. Twenty were still there the next day, but only four remained May 28 (BB). About 24 Wilson's were reported elsewhere, all but two during May. 

JAEGERS TO PUFFINS -- A Parasitic Jaeger off the Ocean Shores jetty Apr. 11 was the earliest ever for Washington (G & WH). Ten Parasitics were seen off that jetty May 17 (G & WH). A Pomarine and a Long-tailed Jaeger, the rarest jaeger here in spring, were found on the pelagic trip out of Newport, Ore., May 17 (SH et al.). An ad. Little Gull molting into breeding plumage was observed Apr. 18 & 22 with Bonaparte's Gulls at West Pt., Seattle (DB, M. Carmody). It or another Little Gull was seen May 3 off Crescent Beach, Surrey, B.C. (†BK). These were the 8th and 9th Regional spring records. Bonaparte's Gulls arrived on schedule in late March-early April. An imm. Heermann's Gull observed Mar. 8 on the dock at Rocky Pt., Sooke, V.I. (BW, AMa et al.) provided the first March record for the Victoria area. Whether this bird was a very early arrival of the contingent that summers in the Region, or a previously-undetected wintering bird, cannot be determined. Another imm. Heermann's was at the S.J.C.R., May 28 (HN). The last Herring Gulls noted were two May 3 on the beach at Ocean Shores (DP, JE) and one May 10 at Harbor, s.w. Oregon (RE). The last Thayer's Gull reports were Apr. 19-27. The only Iceland Gull report was of a first-year bird seen Mar. 16 at Iona I., B.C. (†BK). Eight Glaucous Gulls were reported, back down to the 1978-1983 spring season average. The 50+ Sabine's Gulls found May 17 out of Newport made a very high spring count for the Region (SH et al.). The earliest Caspian Tern reported this season was, surprisingly, on Puget Sound at Totten Inlet, near Olympia, Wash., Mar. 29 (J. Buchanon, fide BHT). The next day one was noted at Copalis Beach, Wash. (C. Sheridan). Thereafter the species was widespread as usual, reaching Victoria, V.I., May 1 (RSa) and Roberts Bank, Delta, B.C., May 2 (MF, L. Vandamme). Common Terns passed through as usual during May, with 500 at Ocean Shores, Wash., May 3 (DP, JE, GG) & 23 (G & WH), and 100 at Gilbert Beach, Richmond, B.C., May 4 (DSo, MP, L. Lawrenson) the high counts. The 44 pairs of Marbled Murrelets noted Apr. 15 from a boat along Alberni Inlet between Bamfield and Port Alberni, V.I., made a high concentration (DFr et al.). The usual spring gathering at West Pt., Seattle, peaked this year with a count of 21 birds present May 24 (DB). The Kittlitz's Murrelet found last fall at the Ogden Pt. breakwater in Victoria was last seen Apr. 12 (RSa). On Apr. 1 the wings were noticed to have become brownish (M & VG). Counts of about 50 Cassin's Auklets on trips out of Westport, Wash., May 10 (BHT et al.) and Newport, Ore., May 17 (SH et al.) were equal to the highest ever for May trips here. On the morning of Apr. 27, following very heavy rain the previous day and night, there were 48 Tufted Puffin standing by burrows on the rocks off Pt Grenville (PM et al.) This local high count is presumably due to the burrows being temporarily flooded and ocean feeding restricted so more of, or all, the birds were visible. Tufted Puffins appeared not to be nesting at Cape Meares, Ore., this year, but were doing so at the Haystack Rock colony at Cannon Beach (HN). 

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- At 20+ mi due west out of Newport, Ore., May 17, a Rock Dove circled the boat and flew on (SH, BB et al.). Seven Monk Parakeets at the colony near the Portland airport were building 3 nests Mar 24 (DA). A Com. Barn-Owl nest with at least one nestling visible was found Apr. 26+ in a cavity about 4' below an active Osprey nest near Elma, Wash. (DP et al.). The last reports of Snowy Owls were of two Mar. 15 at Ocean Shores (DB, BMo, BP) and one in April on a rooftop in Campbell River, V.I. (D. Turnbull] The survey for Spotted Owls in s.w. British Columbia was continued this year (fide DK). The confidential report to the B C Wildlife Branch was said to indicate that an active nest was located. Barred Owls were reported from 7 localities, none in Oregon, but as usual, nesting was documented only at Discovery Park, Seattle (DB). The first Com. Nighthawk was noted May 25 at Richmond, near Vancouver, B.C. (W. Diakow), and widespread arrivals were reported May 28+. Flocks of 1000-1500 Vaux's Swifts were seen Apr. 23 in Salem, Ore. (BvH), in early May over the Palace Theatre, Silverton, Ore. (R. Freeman), and May 12-14 roosting in the chimney of the Majestic Theatre, Corvallis, Ore. (A. Cromack et al.). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird found May 7 in W. Vancouver (†CH, E. Parsons) provided the 3rd documented record for the Vancouver, B.C. area. A male Costa's Hummingbird photographed May 17 at Pitt Meadows was the first for the Vancouver, B.C., area (W. Robinson). A female Calliope Hummingbird was also found May 16-19 in Queen Elizabeth Park, Vancouver, B.C. (†BK) for one of just a few spring records there. A male Calliope spent Apr. 30-May 6 at a feeder in Eugene (T & AMi, fide SH), where the species has become almost regular. Reports of first arrivals of Rufous Hummingbirds were Feb. 27-Mar. 11 in Oregon, Mar. 2-9 in Washington, and Mar. 8-22 in s.w. British Columbia. These dates ranged from slightly early to about average. Allen's Hummingbirds were noted as usual at Cape Blanco and Port Orford, Curry Co., Ore (JR, D. Rogers, SH, DL). A Red-naped Sapsucker sighted Apr. 10-14 in Corvallis (D Hall, ph.) furnished one of few Oregon records w. of the Cascades. There were 5 other reports Apr. 18-May 10, from V.I., n.w. Washington, and s.w. British Columbia, where the species is also a rare transient. Three Black-backed Woodpeckers were present at a burn in the n. Oregon Cascades n.e. of Breitenbush Apr. 18 (BB). Olive-sided Flycatchers and W. Wood-Pewees often arrive quickly throughout the Region. This year the first Olive-sided reported was in Seattle Apr. 30 (SA). Otherwise first arrivals in Oregon, Washington, and southern V.I. were May 3-10, but were not until May 23 in the Vancouver, B.C. area. First arrival dates of W. Wood-Pewees were May 3-10 in Oregon and May 18-25 on V.I. and on s.w. mainland British Columbia. First arrivals of Hammond's Flycatchers throughout Oregon, Washington, and the Vancouver, B.C., area were concentrated Apr 17-20. In contrast, first reports of W. Flycatchers were Apr 13-27 in Oregon, Apr. 20-27 in Washington, Apr. 26 on southern V.I., and May 3 in s.w. mainland British Columbia. Single birds identified as Dusky Flycatchers, rare in the Region n of s. Oregon, were found May 4-7 on Skinner's Butte, Eugene (SH), May 18 in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C. (†BK), May 21- 29 at Lighthouse Park, W. Vancouver, B.C. (MF, †BK et al ), and May 29 on the U.W. campus, Seattle (†SA). A Gray Flycatcher was on Skinner's Butte, Eugene, May 4-6 for a first Lane County record and about the 5th record for w. Oregon (†SH et al.). A Black Phoebe also on Skinner's Butte May 4 was most unusual, and well n. of its regular range (T & AMi) A March movement of Say's Phoebes into the Region has become 
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regular This year single birds were in Sechelt, B C, Mar 15 (G Smith), near Monmouth, Polk Co., Ore., Mar. 17 (JA, A. Banks), and in Seattle Mar. 29-30 (DB). Western Kingbirds staged another impressive movement into the Region this May. Between Apr. 26 and May 3 there were six individuals sighted on the n. Oregon coast (SH et al.) and from Apr. 28 to May 15, about 13 along coastal Curry County (RE et al.). Four were in the Vancouver, B.C., area May 1-22, 12 were in Washington, primarily along the coast and around Puget Sound, May 3-24, an incredible 30 were counted in Chilliwack, B.C., May 22 (J. Hunter), and two reached southern V.I., May 27 (RSa). Between Salem and Finley N.W.R., closer to the breeding range in the Region, there were reports of about 15 individuals Apr. 27-May 4, and the species was stated to be unusually numerous (BB et al.). 

SKYLARK TO SHRIKES -- The 4th annual spring census of Eur. Skylarks on the Saanich Peninsula, V.I., located 31 singing males at 10 locations out of 22 surveyed (AMa, BW). This compares to 42 & 45 singers at 26 & 18 locations in 1985 & 1984. The observers point out that this spring was much rainier than usual, particularly on weekends, and that this could have affected the census effort. However, the decline may be real, as several major sites used in previous years were entirely vacant this season. An incomplete count of 12+ pairs was obtained May 17 for the satellite colony at American Camp, San Juan I., Wash. (ML), which compares reasonably well with the few recorded censuses of that population (Auk 91:832, 1974). A pair of Purple Martins at a nest box on Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Ore., Apr. 6 (DFi, T. Lund) was earlier than usual, as were several seen Apr. 14 at Johnson Marsh, Ft. Lewis, Wash. (J Beall). Northern Rough-winged Swallows arrived on schedule Mar. 26-30 throughout Oregon, Washington, and southern V.I. The first Cliff Swallows were noted Mar. 29 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Ore. (BB), on the Samish flats, Wash. (SA), and at Quicks Bottom, southern V.I. (J & RSa). Likewise, Barn Swallows arrived on southern V.I. (B. Hays, K. Morgan) and several Oregon locations (AMc, VT, DFi) Mar. 25-29. The Blue Jay wintering at Gibsons, B.C. was last seen Mar. 22 (G. Smith). A Canyon Wren observed Mar. 15+ at the Toketee Ranger Station, e. of Roseburg, Ore., and another there Apr. 26 (DFi) added to the list of typically east-side species recently found in that area. A few Wrentits were noted at their outpost in Finley N.W.R., Ore., Mar. 22 (EE et al.) and May 17 (AMc). A pair was also still resident on the w. slope of the s. Oregon Cascades at Toketee R.S. (DFi). An ad. Black-backed Wagtail found May 11 on the Ocean Shores Game Range (†Jeff Wisman) furnished the 2nd documented single-person sight record for Washington. The first one was of an ad male seen May 17 of last year, along the Columbia R. n. of Chelan (AB 39:329). The back and nape of the 1985 bird were black, whereas the back of the 1986 bird was dark gray vs. a black crown and nape. Thus separate birds were involved. The latest N. Shrike reports were Apr. 17-19 at Discovery Park, Seattle (DB) and Apr. 28 at Kelso, Wash. (BK). 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS- Very early arrival dates were set for Solitary Vireos: Mar. 29 just s. of Bellingham, Wash. (SA), Apr. 1 in Eugene, Ore. (SH), Apr. 2 on San Juan I., Wash. (CC, M. Sacca), Apr. 3 in Portland (RSm), Apr. 4 in Corvallis, Ore. (EE), and Apr. 5 in Saanich, V.I. (AMa). Arrival of Warbling Vireos was on schedule Apr. 30-May 5 throughout the Region. A Red-eyed Vireo found May 14 near Corvallis (†D. Middleton) was somewhat early. One seen in W. Vancouver, B.C., May 26 (AP) marked the normal arrival time. A Tennessee Warbler closely observed May 4 on the Nisqually N.W.R. (†E. Spragg, †T. O'Connell) was the 8th for Washington. Another was seen May 13 in Oaks Bottom, Portland (†HN). This species is remarkably scarce here considering the proximity of its breeding range in central British Columbia. However, over the years the vast majority of descriptions and photographs of birds believed to be Tennessee Warblers have proven to be of Warbling Vireos. Arrival of Orange-crowned Warblers was noted Mar. 18-29 at Oregon locations, and Mar 26-30 elsewhere. In contrast to most species so far mentioned, the first arrival dates of the Black-throated Gray Warbler indicate a much more gradual pace to the forward edge of the migration. First reports were at Bandon, Ore., Mar. 28 (VT), Eugene Mar. 30 (T & AMi), Portland and Corvallis Apr. 3-4 (RS, EE), Vashon I., Wash., Apr. 9 (C. Elder), Vancouver, B.C , Apr. 21 (GA), and Saanich, V.I., Apr. 26 (K. Taylor, C. Harper) Hermit Warblers arrived in Oregon Apr. 23-30. A Blackpoll Warbler seen May 26-27 in Saanich (B. Gates, H. Van Der Pol, T. Zurowski, ph., m.ob.) was the 4th for V.I. and the first in May. A Black-and-white Warbler found May 25 near Philomath, Ore. (†T. Finnell) furnished only the 3rd spring record for the Willamette Valley. The 2nd was of a singing male found May 23-24, 1985, at Scoggins Valley Park (JE, JGa). A Palm Warbler, presumably a wintering bird, was noted in Florence, Ore., Mar. 1 (JGi, M. Koninendyke). An imm male Am. Redstart, still a rare vagrant in most of the Region, was sighted in Wilshire Park, Portland, May 28 (JE). The first MacGillivray's Warblers were reported from several Oregon localities Apr. 14-19 (TMi, DFi, R. Gerig), but arrival was not observed n. of the Columbia R. until May 3-10. Arrival of Com. Yellowthroats was early throughout the Region. First reports were Mar. 22 at Ankeny N.W.R. (BB) and Mar. 28 in Saanich, V.I. (A. Porcher). Five males were seen Mar. 30 near Seattle (DB), three Mar. 31 on San Juan I., Wash. (R. Wright), and 20 at Pitt Meadows, B.C., Apr. 6 (WW). Following a single Wilson's Warbler Mar. 29 at Arizona Beach near Port Orford (PMu, LW), first reports in Oregon were spread Apr. 13-23 Thereafter arrival n. to s.w. British Columbia was Apr. 30- May 5. 

TANAGERS TO FINCHES -- Arrival of W. Tanagers throughout the reporting areas of the Region was Apr. 28-May 4. That of Black-headed Grosbeaks was May 1-4 in Oregon, May 10-12 in V.I. and Vancouver, B.C. A male Lazuli Bunting at Toketee R.S., e. of Roseburg, Ore., Apr. 13+ was earlier than usual (DFi). Arrival elsewhere in Oregon was Apr. 30-May 9 A Chipping Sparrow had returned by the early date of Mar 29 to Ft. Lewis, near Tacoma, Wash. (G. Walter), and a Vesper Sparrow seen Apr. 2 at the Montlake fill in Seattle (BS) was very early also. The first record for V.I. of a Brewer's Sparrow was obtained May 25 in Saanich (†MM, m.ob.). A Lark Sparrow found May 27-30 in Ambleside Park, W. Vancouver (†A & HP, T. Plath, MB) provided only the 3rd record for the Vancouver, B.C. area. Only six migrant White-throated Sparrows were noted. Five were in Oregon, one in British Columbia, and all Apr. 18-May 4. The White-throated that wintered in Beaverton, Ore., was last seen May 11 (K. Kearney). The 16 reports of Harris' Sparrows were more than usual, with one at a feeder in Richmond Beach, Wash., from late November to May 7 (DB). Groups of five to seven Yellow-headed Blackbirds were re- ported from the Forest Grove, Ore., sewage ponds (VT, DL), Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash. (S. Ericson), and the Kent, Wash, sewage ponds (M. Hatheway, T. Mallory), but no evidence of nest-building was obtained. The small colony of Tricolored Blackbirds at St. John's landfill in Portland was active again this spring (JGi et al.). First reports of N. Orioles were from Oregon Apr. 30-May 6, and from southern V.I., May 10. A male "Baltimore" N. Oriole was well described from Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, May 27-June 6 (†SH) for one of few Regional records of this form. Red Crossbills were abundant on southern V.I. and throughout w. Washington, with several broods being fed during May. Several large flocks of White-winged Crossbills were still present. There were 35 along the Gray Wolf R., Olympic Mts, Wash., Mar. 2 (CC), 100 just e. of the Cascade crest at Lake Easton S.P., Wash., Mar. 15 (BS), and 20+ at Silvertip camp
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ground, Skagit Valley, B.C., May 4 (MM). Scattered sightings of one to three White-wingeds were noted Apr. 2-3 on San Juan I., Apr. 9 at Cape Flattery, Wash., May 30 in Lakewood, near Tacoma, and throughout the season in the Cascade Mts. near Packwood, Wash. (all CC), and Apr. 5 in the Coast Range e. of Kernville, n. of Newport, Ore. (JGi, J. Johnson) and May 24 at Lost L., near Mt. Hood, Ore. (DA). Pine Siskins were extremely abundant in the Cascades of s. Washington and n. Oregon (CC, HN). An estimated 3000+ siskins were present at Callaghan Creek, n.e. of Squamish, B.C., Apr. 26 (D. Jensen, DK), and small flocks were widely reported on southern V.I. (fide DFr). 
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The Nesting Season, 1986

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
Thomas H. Rogers

June weather was unseasonably hot and very deficient in precipitation nearly everywhere in the Region. July, by contrast, turned cold and wet, in fact colder than June! For the most part the summer season appeared to be good for nesters, with food and water generally adequate. Some exceptions are mentioned later. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- Malheur = Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref, Burns, Ore. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES – A Com. Loon in non-breeding plumage near Burns, Ore., June 2 made a rare record (GI) The only reports of the species' nesting came from Lincoln and Flathead, Mont. Four ad. Red-necked Grebes and a nest with eggs were found at Davis Res. near Cascade, Ida. for the most southerly nesting record for s.e. Idaho (JM). A pair nested again 
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at Silver L., near Island Park, Ida. (CHT), as did another pair at Bull L. near Stryker, Mont., where they are rare (WW). Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, Mont., had 120 W. Grebes June 6. An estimated 290 pairs of W. Grebes and 460 pairs of Clark's Grebes nested at Malheur, but both species had a poor year as high winds destroyed most of their nests. In Grant, Wash., Potholes Res. had one Clark's (ZB, EC), and Moses L. provided two to three (JG, EH, GG, PM et al.). Several appeared on American Falls Res., Ida. in July (DMT). American White Pelican young approaching flight stage at the period's end totaled 125 on Malheur and 120 on nearby private land. Seven appeared on Potholes Res., June 20 (PL) and five at the Walla Walla R. mouth s. of Pasco, Wash., July 19 (DHr, CW, REW). Ninepipe N.W.R. had 26 Am. White Pelicans June 6 (PLW). In Idaho no nesting was known, but the birds continued abundant; more than 1800 were counted on American Falls Res. in June, where they were robbing Double- crested Cormorants. The colony of the latter there yielded dawn flight counts of 1300-2000 per hour. Double-crested Cormorants established a new record at Malheur with 982 pairs and an estimated 1681 young produced. Great Blue Herons also broke a record at Malheur, with 682 pairs producing 1817 young. Great Egrets there were up 30% from last year with 631 pairs producing 1417 young. At least one pair nested again at the American Falls Res. colony and several pairs were reported at Mud L., w. of Hamer, Ida. Snowy Egret numbers at Malheur dropped 53% from last year's record high, with 113 pairs producing 193 offspring. The species' numbers appeared stable in s.e. Idaho. A well-described Little Blue Heron at American Falls Res. near Springfield July 13 was apparently Idaho's first (DMT). Cattle Egrets have increased in s.e. Idaho; up to 59 were counted on the Springfield Bottoms (DMT, CHT). A new colony of this species has appeared on the Snake R. near Bruneau, Ida. up to 10 adults and a nest with three young were present for apparently the first nesting record for w. Idaho (JM). These birds increased to 6 pairs at Malheur and brought off 14 young. A molting ad. Green-backed Heron was sighted July 23 at the same location on the Snake R. near Pocatello where one was seen last year; breeding was suspected (CHT). One of this species at Ninepipe July 3 furnished Montana's 2nd record w. of the Continental Divide (PLW). Black-crowned Night-Herons at Malheur dropped from their big high of 1985, but still had 493 pairs, producing 1123 young. Their numbers appeared stable in s.e. Idaho. White-faced Ibises continued to increase. At Malheur a record 2095 pairs reared 4925 young. In s.e. Idaho, Dan Taylor counted up to 800 at American Falls Res. and Bear River N.W.R., Montpelier estimated over 3000 nesting pairs (GD). This may reflect the flooding at Great Salt L. 

WATERFOWL, RAPTORS -- Trumpeter Swans at Malheur had a good year but the count of fledged young was not yet available. At Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., five birds summered and one young was fledged. A Snow Goose was sighted s.e. of Burns July 9 (CDL). Canada Geese had their best year since 1983 at Malheur with 1611 young reared. The species did well again at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. with 135 fledging, and nesting success was good in Pend Oreille and Stevens, Wash. The species was also on the increase in the Salmon, Ida. area. Nesting success for Cinnamon/Blue-winged Teal at Kootenai N.W.R. was low. Production was low for most duck species in the Fortine, Mont., vicinity. The same was true for Pend Oreille and Stevens, Wash., where low water levels were blamed. Fortine and other Lincoln, Mont., areas had broods of Com. Goldeneye as did Pend Oreille, Wash. At Klamath Falls, Ore., 22 Com. Goldeneyes and 12 Buffleheads June 12-13 were large numbers for non-breeders (PL). A brood of four downy Bufflehead chicks at McCall furnished s.w. Idaho's first breeding record (JD, AL, JM). A female Hooded Merganser at Big L., n. of Columbus, Mont., July 18 was noteworthy (EHa). A Red-breasted Merganser on Osoyoos L. in the s. Okanagan Valley, B.C., was a summer rarity (PL). The June raptor count at Malheur found 41 Turkey Vultures, up from last year's 26. One was sighted June 8 just n. of Kamloops, B.C., where the species is very rare (RRH). One found in the Salmon, Ida. vicinity July 13 was unusual, and 2 Osprey nests there appeared to be successful (HBR). The Bald Eagle pair at Kootenai N.W.R. fledged one young (LDN) as did a pair on the Pend Oreille R. in n.e. Washington (SZ). The pair that nested at Libby Dam, Lincoln, Mont., brought off two young (DH). A Bald Eagle was sighted near Cusick, Wash., July 14 (EJL) and an adult at L. Chatcolet. St. Maries, Ida. June 22 was unusual (PL). Northern Harriers showed a substantial increase at Malheur, correlated with an increase in the small rodent population. A Red-shouldered Hawk was reported along the Snake R. near Swan Valley, Ida. July 23 by an observer familiar with the species (DSS). An active Swainson's Hawk nest in the Frenchtown valley w. of Missoula, Mont., provided the lati1ong's first breeding record (PLW). Two Ferruginous Hawks, possibly paired, were sighted June 7 near Boulder, Mont.; the species is rare in the Boulder-Helena area (G & NN). Buteos, especially Ferruginous and Red-tailed hawks, had very high production, associated with the outbreak of voles, at Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab, Arco (TDR). Golden Eagle nest surveys in Pend Oreille and Stevens, Wash., indicated very poor success. Of 7 nests, only 2 were active, each with one young (SZ). 

GROUSE THROUGH SHOREBIRDS -- Six ad. and three imm. White-tailed Ptarmigan were found at Burrough's Mt., Mount Rainier N.P., July 9 (A & SS). Malheur reported a Sage Grouse hen with three chicks at Double-O Station and two females near Frenchglen (CDL). Wild Turkey young totalled 47 in the Wenas Cr. area n.w. of Yakima, Wash. (TB). The birds were introduced there 3 years ago by the department of game. At least five Yellow Rails were heard in the Ft. Klamath, Ore., area (PL, JC, SSu). Nesting success of Greater Sandhill Cranes improved at Malheur where predator control was initiated. Sandhills were "numerous" and increasing in the Lemhi Valley and around Salmon, Ida. (HBR). One was observed at Mara Meadows, a known nesting site, near Enderby, B.C., June 17, and two were sighted in late July near Rollings L., e. of Lumby, B.C. (RRH). The Narrows at Malheur had a Snowy Plover June 5 (AA, MA) and one was found near Mud L., Hamer, Ida., June 8 (DF). A few returning Semipalmated Plovers were moving through 
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the Region m late July Black-necked Stilts nested for the first time at Columbia N.W.R, Othello, Wash. (JRR). One at the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab was the first ever there and for the latilong (TDR). Two Am. Avocets near Missoula, Mont., June 1 were suspected of breeding; this would be a latilong first. The same place had 13 of the birds June 12 (DHo). Three adults and two imm. Solitary Sandpipers at 2 different locations m the mountains s. of Lavington, B.C., July 17, provided a southern breeding record for the species (RRH). Upland Sand- pipers were discovered at 3 localities in Valley, Ida. a flightless chick provided the first positive documentation of breeding in s w Idaho and the only recent one for the state (JM). Up to eight Uplands were observed at the traditional nesting site in the Spokane Valley. Two breeding pairs were believed present, but no nests or young were found. The Washington Department of Game conducted a study of the species there during the summer (KW). Four were again observed in the Logan Valley e of Seneca, Ore. (PL). Four Marbled Godwits at the Walla Walla R. mouth July 19 provided the species' only sighting (DHr, CW, REW). A breeding-plumaged Red Knot on Springfield Bottoms July 31, and two there a few days later, provided Ida- ho's 5th and 6th records (TF, CHT, DMT, DF). A Baird's Sand- piper at Wenas Res., n.w. of Yakima, was noteworthy (EH) as was a Short-billed Dowitcher there (DG). An ad. Long-billed Dowitcher at Columbia N.W.R. was remarkable for June 20 (PL) At least two Stilt Sandpipers still in breeding plumage appeared at Springfield Bottoms July 26 (CHT, CWe). One at Folsom L., Whitman, Wash., July 9 was the county's first (BO). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- A new colony of Franklin's Gulls was established on Knox Pond at Malheur and about 480 pairs nested on private land in n. Malheur L., producing 665 young. Klamath Falls had two one-year-old Bonaparte's Gulls June 12-13 (PL). An aggregation of 30 postbreeding Mew Gull wanderers appeared in Wells Gray Provincial Park, B.C., July 24 (RRH). California Gulls produced 776 young and Ring-billed Gulls, 1046 in the Malheur area. A one-year-old Herring Gull appeared at the Walla Walla mouth June 18-19 (PL). The Western Gull at American Falls Res. had achieved full ad. plumage (EHa, SSc, CHT). Caspian Terns continued to do well at Malheur, with 560 young produced, a 14% increase over 1985. Common Terns were again present on Pocatello area reservoirs. More common than Forster's, they apparently were nesting (CHT). No Forster's Tern colonies were found on Malheur, but a colony of 10 pairs was discovered 25 mi s. of Frenchglen in the Catlow Valley. Forster's nested for the first time at Columbia N.W.R. (JRR). Single Forster's and Caspian terns visited Hatfield L., Bend, Ore, in July (TC). Black Terns appeared to be doing well in s e Idaho. Ten were at Springfield Bottoms July 26 and many were flying over the colony at Oxford July 12 (CHT). Eighteen pairs summered at Kootenai N.W.R.; 15 nests were found there. 

CUCKOOS, OWLS -- A Yellow-billed Cuckoo stayed around Rupert, Ida. until late July (WHS). Two were heard in Blackfoot, Ida. in early June (JT), and two were heard along the Snake R. between Tilden Bridge and American Falls Res., July 26 (CHT, CWe). Two well-described Black-billed Cuckoos were observed near Red L., n.w. of Kamloops, in early July (EM). The reintroduction of Burrowing Owls into s. interior British Columbia is thus far a success. Two pairs returned to the Osoyoos release site and had fledged one young each by July 6, and another was noted at a 1985 release site at Cache Cr., Aug. 6 (SC). A Burrowing Owl at the Helena airport in mid-June was the first seen in the Helena Valley since 1981 (GH). Three adults and two imm. Barred Owls were sighted in July in the Little Naches area n.w. of Yakima (SS). An adults and three fledged imm. Great Gray Owls were observed at Kamloops July 9 (EM). Two adults and two nestlings were found in the Nicola L., Merritt, B.C., vicinity (RB), and another adult and a dead fledgling were found in that area (BD), both in early July. A pair of Great Grays raised three young near Sunriver, the farthest n. they are known to nest in the Oregon Cascades (TC). Fort Klamath had a Great Gray June 12 (PL). Four nestling Long-eared Owls, their nest accidentally destroyed by logging near St. Maries, Ida. were hand reared and released (JTa). Owl numbers in the Snake R. Birds of Prey Natural Area, Ada and Owyhee, Ida., were down precipitously, especially for Long- eared, with only 5 pairs compared to 63 in 1980 (JM). Short- eared Owls were abundant in the Malheur area and on the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab, presumably in response to an increase in small mammal populations. Cathedral Park, s. of Keremeos, B.C., hosted a Boreal Owl July 6 (DC, RC), and several sightings of the species were obtained in the Salmo Mt area of n. Pend Oreille, Wash. (BB, JG, EMi, JP). A N. Saw-whet Owl was heard June 17 in Colorado Gulch s.w. of Helena (G & NN) and one was calling at Horsethief Meadows e. of Mt Hood in n. Oregon (DAA). Nestlings of this species, made homeless by logging near St. Maries, were hand reared and released (CS). 

NIGHTHAWKS THROUGH FLYCATCHEBS -- Common Nighthawk numbers at Fortine, Mont., were higher than for several years but still were far below those of 40-60 years ago (WW). After an increase in 1985, these birds again decreased at Malheur for reasons unknown. A Com. Poorwill calling at midnight June 21 added that species to the bird list for Kootenai N.P., B.C. (LH, RRH). One was heard at Calamity Butte, 30 mi n.n.e. of Burns, in June (MA), for the only other record. Up to 50 Black Swifts were sighted in July in the Kamloops-Clearwater area, B.C. (CH, RRH). A pair of Black Swifts, presumed to be breeding, was again sighted near Cabinet Gorge, Bonner, Ida., July 23 (DF). White-throated Swifts attempted to nest under the freeway bridge over Latah Cr. at Spokane but apparently were deterred by repair work (S.A.S.). Richland's male Black-chinned Hummingbird stayed around until early July. Then a female appeared July 18 (REW). A female was identified near Lookout Mt., e. of Mt. Hood, July 6 (DAA). An albino of the species, except for dark wings and tail, visited a Nile, Wash, feeder (J & JW). A female along Morgan Cr. n.w. of Ellis, Ida, was noteworthy (HBR). A male Costa's Hummingbird was back at Bend for the 3rd year (PL). A Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Helena latilong's first and Montana's 11th, visited a feeder in Colorado Gulch (G & NN). About 20 Lewis' Woodpeckers were sighted along the S. Fork of the Boise R. below Anderson Ranch Dam, Elmore, Ida. (DMT) Two localities in the Libby, Mont., area had sightings of single birds (DH), and Calamity Butte had up to six in July (MA). A Red-breasted Sapsucker and a nesting Williamson’s Sapsucker were spotted in the Clear L. area, Mt. Rainier N.P., June 1 (BR, Y.A.S.). A Williamson’s Sapsucker was noted on Ulysses Mt, 20 mi n.w. of Salmon (HBR). Three sightings of the species in The Dalles, Ore., area were Anderson's first there. At Calamity Butte, Williamson's seemed to be giving way to Red-naped Sapsuckers as nesters; only 2 nests of the former were found, compared to 5 of the latter species (MA). Eight pairs of Three- toed Woodpeckers were sighted between Crescent Lake and Bend, Ore. (RG). One in the Snowy Mts. s. of Lewistown was at the e. limit of its range in Montana (LKM). The Dalles area had a pair of Black-backed Woodpeckers (DAA) and the species was reported near Lost L., Mt. Rainier N.P. (A & SS). A nesting pair at Stanley L. near Stanley, Ida., added the species to the list for Sawtooth N.R.A.' (LHa). Willow Flycatchers hit a record 71 on the breeding bird survey in the s. Blitzen Valley at Malheur, but the species continued its downward slide at Panhandle L. in Idaho. A Least Flycatcher was singing at White Mud L., 6 mi e. of Colville, Wash., June 23 (PL). Canada's first confirmed breeding record for the Gray Flycatcher was of a nest with one young and 3 unsuccessful eggs at Oliver, B.C., July 27 (SC). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH MIMIDS -- Seven Purple Martins were observed June 13 at the Region's only known breeding locality at Chiloquin, Ore. (PL). Some 1500 Bank Swallows 
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gathered in late July along the Blitzen R at Malheur for a record concentration there (CDL). The increasing population of Com. Ravens in the Fortine area was taking a toll of the eggs and young of smaller species (WW). Several Boreal Chickadees along Smith Cr., n. Boundary, Ida., July 26 indicated breeding there (DF). A Winter Wren sang at Golway Gulch, 10 mi n.e. of Salmon, July 19 (HBR). The species is rare in that area. A new location for Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was discovered near Malin, Ore. (fide PL). Two W. Bluebirds at Mara Meadows, Enderby, B.C., June 17, were supposedly near the species' n. limit (PLe). A pair of W. Bluebirds apparently nested at a box at the Canadian border n of Eureka, Mont. An adult and two immatures were there June 22 (DH). Three pairs of W. Bluebirds used nest boxes in the valley around Fortine for Wedemeyer's first record of nesting there since 1935. The Mountain Bluebird population there is also building as the result of nest boxes. The latter species was also reported as abundant at nest boxes at Eureka, Mont. A bluebird trail n. of Coeur d' Alene, Ida., continued to show increased success, with 88 fledged, about equally divided between Western and Mountain bluebirds (BW). Two trails in n Idaho, one on a mountain ridge on the Montana border n.e. of Prichard and the other at Pinehurst, fledged 128, about 75% Mountain Bluebirds (CHa). Two Sage Thrashers sang at Calamity Butte, elevation 6695 ft, June 28-July 3, leaving when it snowed (MA)! A Gray Catbird at Fields, Ore., June 10 was noteworthy (HN). The singing N. Mockingbird at Malheur attracted no mate but remained at least until June 19 (CDL). A nest with three imm. N. Mockingbirds was found near Melba, Ida., June 17 (AL, VM, LP), and a family of two adults and two fledged young was sighted s. of Grandview, Ida. (JD), for apparently the 2nd and 3rd state breeding records--a previous record exists for Oneida (LP). A N. Mockingbird that stayed near Kalispell, Mont., in May and June was joined by a 2nd bird. The two acted as if nesting (JR]. Malheur had a Brown Thrasher June 6 (TC] and the N. Fork of the Big Lost R. n.e. of Ketchurn, Ida. had two to three July 3-4 (RS]

PIPITS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Two Sprague's Pipits appeared at Big Lake, n.e. of Columbus, Mont., after an absence of a year (EHa). "Many" Loggerhead Shrikes were noted in s.e. Idaho, where they apparently had good breeding success (JS, DMT, CHT). A singing Gray Vireo was reported along Kinney Cr., s. of Pocatello, Ida., June 18 (EHa). Later that day a bird responded to a Gray Vireo song tape with an identical song (JT, JTr). This would be the state's first record. Four Red-eyed Vireos were observed along the Imnaha R., s. of Imnaha, Ore., June 21 (M & AA). A female Tennessee Warbler was closely examined near the N. Fork of the Big Lost R., July 3 (RS). An ad. male Chestnut-sided Warbler showed up at Malheur June 15-18 (CDL, PL). Two N. Waterthrushes were again seen along the Little Deschutes R. near Gilchrist, Ore., June 13-14 (JC, PL). Malheur hosted a singing male Black-throated Blue Warbler June 23-24 (CDL). A pair of Black-throated Gray Warblers near Frenchglen July 8 strongly indicated nesting there; the area has very few summer records for the species (CDL). A male Black- throated Green Warbler at Malheur June 15 provided the 2nd record there (CDL]. Kamiak Butte e. of Colfax was favored by a male Hooded Warbler, e. Washington's first, June 15-21 (D & JP, PL)

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- A male W. Tanager in Richland July 25 was apparently an early migrant (REW). Two male Blue Grosbeaks were singing at the trout farm along the Portneuf R. n.w. of Pocatello July 27 and a female came to a tape, indicating breeding there (CHT). In June a singing male was near Buhl, Ida. a known nesting spot for these birds (DF, JS). A Dickcissel near Radersburg, Mont., June 16 was a latilong first, and only the Region's 2nd (JH). A pair of Green-tailed Towhees was feeding three well-grown immatures at Wenatchee Guard Station in s.e. Washington's Blue Mts., July 9(WKH) Baird's Sparrows were back at Big Lake, Mont, after their absence during last year's drought (EHa). A male White- crowned Sparrow sang at 4000 ft elevation at Lac le Jeune, s of Kamloops, July 5 (RRH). At least 215 male Bobolinks were recorded at Malheur in early June; 2 new nesting areas were found there. The birds were described as plentiful in the Almo, Ida. area (WHS), and at least six occupied the Toppenish N.W.R., Wash., colony June 22. The colony near Cusick, Wash, was active; the species was regular at Weydemeyer's Fortine ranch, and was seen occasionally near Polson, Mont. (LK). Unusual was one near Hayden, Ida. June 22 (PL). A singing male Scott’s Oriole at the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab was a first for that site and for the latilong (LP, MW). Common Grackles were still nesting in s.e. Idaho: a female was seen carrying feces from a conifer in Soda Springs June 3, and two birds were sighted in Ashton June 14 (CHT, CWe). A Great-tailed Grackle appeared 21 mi s.w. of Malheur headquarters June 1 (MJ) and three were sighted on the refuge June 1-7 (TC). Reporters' consensus of opinion seemed to be that Brown-headed Cowbird numbers were increasing or at least steady. Adult and imm. Purple Finches were reported at a Libby feeder (DH) and apparently valid sightings were made of a male and two females of this species at Coeur d' Alene, Ida (PH). A male White-winged Crossbill was sighted at Lost L., n w of Mt. Hood in Oregon (DAA). A very few Lesser Goldfinches were seen at Lyle, Wash. (EH, PM). 

ADDENDA -- Two Snowy Plovers were sighted at Dry L., s of Nampa, Ida. May 19 (DMT, SCT). A N. Mockingbird was seen at Coeur d' Alene May 23 (RI, KM). A Hoary Redpoll was studied at length and photographed along State Line Road, Umatilla, Ore, in late January-early February (OS, JGi, TC, MS et al.).
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The Nesting Season, 1986

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.

It was another dry summer. For five of the last six years here June has been slightly wetter, and July much dryer, than the long-term averages. This year both months were dry. Rain during June at the Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver weather stations totalled about half the long-term averages. July rainfall was up to 87% of normal, but it was concentrated in the first ten days and overall the month felt much dryer. Much of the population changes and local range extensions noted in the following column would fit an hypothesis of a drier Pacific Northwest, at least during the nesting season. Read about Rock Wrens, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Lazuli Buntings, Brewer's Sparrows, gallinaceous birds in general, and others, with this in mind. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R., Ore.; V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. 

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS -- A large aggregation of Pacific Loons apparently summered at the S.J.C.R. Counts were of 200 June 29 (JJ, DR) and 65 July 5 (PL). An ad. Pacific Loon in breeding plumage was found July 5 on Lightning L., Manning P.P., B.C., a most unusual location (MSh et al.). About 35 summering Com. Loons were noted June 30 along coastal WhatCom Co., Wash. (PL), and 20 were counted at nearby Crescent Beach, Surrey, B.C., July 21 (Frank Walker). Groups of one to four Common and Red-throated loons were scattered coastally throughout the season as usual. Single Red- necked Grebes, rare in summer, were found June 26 at La Push, Clallam Co., Wash. (FS), and July 1 on Penn Cove; Whidbey L, Wash. (PL). The usual aggregation of W. Grebes summered in Birch Bay and Bellingham Bay, WhatCom Co., Wash. (PL, TW).Only 2 pelagic trips were reported this season: July 2 to LaPerouse Banks, off s.w. V.I. (MSh et al.), and July 26 to Grays Canyon off Westport, Wash. (TW et al.). The 522 N. Fulmars seen July 26 was a high count for any season, and was the 
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highest so far for 16 July trips off Westport Likewise, the 168 Pink-footed Shearwaters off Westport provided the highest-ever July total. The 20,415 Sooty Shearwaters found July 26 also made a relatively high count for this early in the migration. Counts of five Black-looted Albatrosses July 2 and 95 July 26, and of two Flesh-looted Shearwaters July 26, were normal numbers for these species. There were 150 Fork-tailed Storm- Petrels at the La Perouse Banks, and 117 Fork-tailed and 54 Leach's storm-petrels over Grays Canyon; these were high counts. Both Fork-tailed and Leach's were noted during July at known breeding sites on Triangle I., off the n.w. tip of V.I. (MF), and Tatoosh I., at the n.w. tip of Washington (BP). An Am. White Pelican was an unusual visitor to the Victoria area June 6-18 (Stan Baker, Molly Lyons, m. ob.). Numbers of Brown Pelicans seen at the S.J.C.R. remained at 10-20 birds from late May through mid-June (HN, JJ, DB). By July 2-4 there were 50-70 present (HN, PL). Eight had reached Tatoosh I. by July 18 (BP, Tim Wooten). Double-crested Cormorants nested in normal numbers on Mandarte I., B.C. (ML, FS), and Protection I., Wash. (about 100 nests--SSp), with apparently normal success. However, Double-cresteds were absent from the previously-occupied Bird Rocks and Williamson Rocks, in the San Juan Is., Wash, and only 4 nests were present this year on Colville I. (ML, FS). There were about 639 Pelagic Cormorant nests on Protection I and 98 at Port Angeles, Wash., with normal fledging success (SSp) About 200 Pelagic Cormorant nests, the same number as last year, were noted on Smith I., Wash., but a much-reduced total of only 92 nests was counted on Colville I., Williamson Rocks, and Hall I. (ML, FS). Most troubling, with the large oil spill last December at nearby Port Angeles in mind, was that by the end of the season no Pelagic chicks had been seen at any of the latter 4 colonies (ML). 

EGRETS THROUGH DUCKS -- A Great Egret arrived at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Ore., on July 9, about 6 weeks early (TM). Another was found July 13 on the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, for only the 9th documented sighting for the Vancouver, B.C., area (†TC, Bill Hunter). An imm. Black-crowned Night-Heron, of unknown geographic origin, was seen at Pistol R, coastal Curry Co., June 14 (SH et al.). An adult and an imm. Black-crowned were back to a regular wintering area at Smith L, Portland, by July 2 (Mike Houck). A pair of Canada Geese (probably moffittii from the description) seen June 24 with one nestling on San Juan I. established the first nesting record for that county (ML). The nest was just above the high tide line on rocky marine shore. Single broods of N Pintail at the Kent, Wash., sewage ponds July 10 (EH et al.), of Green-winged Teal at Gold L., Lane Co., Ore., July 4 (SH), and of Blue-winged Teal at Ocean Shores July 17 (G & WH) provided scarce nesting records for those areas. A brood of Gadwalls on Nisqually L., Ft. Lewis, Pierce Co., Wash. (JBe), marked the spread of this species to another new nesting locality. A pair of Ring-necked Ducks, one of several species of diving duck for which nesting records are scarce in the Region, was noted June 5 & 19 on Killibrew L., Orcas I., Wash. (SA, FS), and a brood was found on Chambers L., Pierce Co., Wash. (JBe) Single male Ring-necked Ducks were seen June 8 at Iona I., B C (BK), July 6 on Twenty Minute L., Manning P.P. (WW), and July 20 at the Nehalem sewage ponds, Ore. (JG), but no evidence of nesting was obtained. A male Canvasback, with no young, was seen July 30 at the Auburn ponds, near Seattle (BS) Greater and Lesser scaup were reported from 6 lakes, sewage ponds, or protected bays throughout the Region, but no nesting was noted. A male Tufted Duck June 7-8 at Iona I., B.C., furnished the 3rd June record for the Vancouver area (†WW, BK). A male Black Scoter m W Vancouver, B.C., June 4 & 28 (†BK, JH, PL) and another June 30 at Blaine, Wash. (PL), were rare summer sightings. Broods of Barrow's Goldeneye, a regular but seldom-reported breeder in the mountains of the Region, were noted at the Diamond Lake sewage ponds, e. Douglas Co., Ore. (DFi) and on Silver L., s.w. of Hope, B.C. (DK, TC, DD). Several broods of Ruddy Ducks were found July 10 at the Kent ponds, Wash (EH), and July 31 on Nisqually L., Pierce Co., Wash. (GW). 

OSPREY THROUGH QUAIL -- Numerous Osprey nests were reported from throughout the Region, and good nesting success was indicated. The Washington Dept. of Game counted 59 occupied Bald Eagle territories with 67 young eagles in the San Juan Is. this summer (fide ML). These were the highest- ever counts for the area of both occupied territories and young birds per pair. An ad. female N. Harrier fed a recently-fledged young bird in the fields near the Kent sewage ponds, Wash., July 12- 14 (Thais Bock, PM) for the only actual report of breeding this season. However, pairs of N. Harriers were seen repeatedly at Ocean Shores and Bowerman Basin (G & WH) and near Sequim, Wash. (D & SSm), and two immatures were noted at False Bay, San Juan I., July 30 (ML). A pair of Sharp-shinned Hawks nested near Melrose, w. of Roseburg, Ore. (DI). The site was in the dry foothills of the Coast Range. This was one of surprisingly few breeding records reported over the years. A Cooper's Hawk nest in Saanich, V.I. (BW), was the only one reported. An ad. Cooper's and two immatures were seen in Victoria July 25 (J & RSa). An ad. Red- shouldered Hawk was north to Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Ore, by the early date of July 21 (SH). Single Merlins were reported July 17-29 from N. Saanich (AM) and w. of the Goldstream estuary (Barbara Begg), V.I., and Dungeness, Wash. (D & SSm) A pair of Merlins was noted July 25 at Beaver Pt., Saltspring I., B.C. (ML). This is a rare nesting species just to the north of these locations. The Peregrine Falcon eyrie in the s. Oregon Cascades fledged two young (DFi). There were Peregrine re- ports from 12 other locations, some for throughout the season An adult and five young White-tailed Ptarmigan were seen July 25 near the summit of Granite Mt. for one of very few records from King Co., Wash. (TP). A single ptarmigan was sighted June 22 near Butte Camp on the s. slope of Mt. St Helens, which is at the very s. edge of their range in the Cascades (DA). This bird must have either survived the blast and mudflows of the 1980 eruption, or recolonized the area from a nearby mountaintop. Numerous broods of the introduced population of Wild Turkey on San Juan I., Wash., were noted this season (ML). These birds have become quite tame and can often be seen in fields and farmyards. Northern Bobwhites were readily located at their established location in Thurston and Pierce counties, Wash. (GW, PM). Single adults were seen July 19 near Philomath, Benton Co., Ore. (Lorne Fitts, fide ME), where the species has been reported in the past (AB 37:1020), and s.w. of Hood River, Ore. (DA). A recent analysis of introduced species in Oregon by JE concludes that neither of these locations represent self-sustaining populations (Oregon Birds 12:174, 1986). During June 7-22 three male Mountain Quail were closely observed at an overgrown gravel pit on the edge of a clearcut 2 min. of McCleary, in Mason Co., Wash. (PM, BMo, JSk). This site is reasonably close to other locations where small numbers have been found over the last 15 years. A single Mountain Quail was seen June 15 at Mile 11, Butler Main, Sooke, V.I. (AM, Harold Hosford). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The only reports of Lesser Golden-Plovers were of singles on the Iona I., B.C., ponds June 20-21 (RP, BK), at Tillamook Bay, Ore., June 18 (HN), and at Bandon, Ore., July 14+ (SH et al.). A Mongolian Plover graced the Bandon, Ore., shoreline July 11-29 for the 3rd record for the state (Larry Thornburgh, m. ob., †Alan Barron). At least one pair of Snowy Plovers brought off a chick at their embattled northern outpost on Catala spit, Ocean Shores, Wash. (G & WH). One of the Snowies nesting at this location had been born and color- 
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Mongolian Plover at Bandon, Ore., July 12, 1986. Drawing/ Alan D. Barron. 

banded in California (Gary Page), which is a good sign for the future recovery of this breeding population. The first few Greater Yellowlegs appeared on schedule June 18-25 at Victoria (RSa), Tillamook (HN), and Eugene (SH). First arrivals at other locations were spread through early July, and the 12 at Tillamook June 29 was the high count (JJ, DB). The earliest report and the high count for Lesser Yellowlegs was the 20 seen June 27 on the Roberts Bank jetty, Delta, B.C. (BK, PL). Two Solitary Sandpipers spent the season again at the Gold Lake bog, e. Lane Co., Ore. (SH et al.). They became very agitated upon approach, but no nest or fledglings were observed. Elsewhere the first fall migrants appeared at the Diamond Lake sewage ponds, Douglas Co., Ore., July 22 (DFi) and near Enumclaw, Pierce Co., Wash., July 26 (DBe). The first few Willets returned to Tokeland, on Willapa Bay, Wash., by July 3 (PL) and to Yaquina Bay and Bandon, Ore., July 16 (JE, HN). A Wandering Tattler found June 6 on Iceberg Pt., Lopez I., Wash., was late (SA). The first returning migrants were noted July 15 on Triangle I., off the n.w. tip of V.I. (MF), and July 20- 24, slightly later than usual, at Victoria, San Juan I., Tatoosh I., and Bandon (RSa, ML, BP, Tom Crabtree). Movement of Spotted Sandpipers into areas in which they did not breed was first reported July 18-20 at Olympia, Seattle, and San Juan Is., Wash. (JBu, DBe, ML). High counts for Whimbrels were of 120 at Ocean Shores July 3 (PL) and at Leadbetter Pt., Wash., July 4 (PL, BHT), 23 along Boundary Bay in Delta, B.C., July 19 (Rob Catchpole), and 30 at Tillamook July 30 (Dave Hoffman). Three Long-billed Curlews at Yaquina Bay June 8 and July 4 apparently summered (Verda Teale); the eight at Leadbetter Pt., July 4 could have been recent arrivals or summering individuals (PL, BHT). A Marbled Godwit was found June 23 along Boundary Bay in Delta, B.C., where it is a rare migrant (H & JM). Five others were found June 11-July 4 at Dungeness and Willapa Bay, Wash., and Tillamook, Ore. Three Ruddy Turnstones at Ocean Shores, Wash., June 27 were early (G & WH). The first flocks noted were at Bandon, Ore., July 14 (DI), and 50 at Dungeness, Wash., July 21 (D & SSm). Arrival of Black Turnstones and Surfbirds throughout the Region was noted on schedule July 14-22. Single Red Knots June 21-23 in Delta (RP, BK et al.) and June 27 at nearby Blackie Spit (PL) were rare summer visitors to the Vancouver, B.C., area. Three Red Knots in basic plumage were also at Leadbetter Pt., July 4 (PL), and one to two were at Tillamook July 12-20 (JG, OS). The first small flocks of mi- grants arrived July 19 at Delta and July 27 at Blackie Spit (both BK). The first Semipalmated Sandpiper of the season at the famed Iona I. sewage ponds appeared June 29 (DSo, MF et al.). One to four were present until July 5, then 69 were counted July 6 (IMP), 200 Semipalmateds were there July 18 (BK), and 120 were still present July 31 (MF et al.). Elsewhere the high count was of eight at Witty's Lagoon, Metchosin, V.I., July 19 (KT). Three adults were seen in Washington, at Dungeness and San Juan I., July 1 & 17 (PL, ML). The first of three adults found in Oregon was June 29 at Tillamook (JJ, DBa et al.) and the only immatures reported for the Region were four along the Oregon coast July 23-29 (HN, JJ, OS, JE). Counts of over 1000 W. Sand- pipers were obtained July 3-17 at Iona I. (RP, DK et al.), July 4 at Leadbetter Pt. (BHT, PL), and July 12 at Tillamook (JG, OS). One of the Westerns at Tillamook had been color-banded last winter in Peru. Fewer than usual Least Sandpipers were reported this season. The high counts were of only 200 at Tillamook July 12 (JG, OS) and Bandon July 16 (HN).

S.A.
Among the swarm of peep at Iona I., B.C., was a well- marked ad. Rufous-necked Stint July 3-4 (BMa, RP, †RC, DK, DJ, MP, H & JM) for the first well-documented record since 1978. The excellent description and sketch by RC indicated that the bird was separable from a Little Stint by 1) a completely orange throat, with some white around the base of the bill only, 2) dusky spots or streaks present only below, not within, the orange throat and upper breast, and 3) the wing coverts being gray, not buff-brown.



Two early Ruffs were noted July 19 on Reifel I., Delta, B.C. (John Ireland). As usual the only large flocks of Short-billed Dowitchers were on the large bays along the Washington coast, with 3000 at Willapa Bay July 4 (BHT, PL) and "several thousand" on Grays Harbor July 17 (G & WH). Elsewhere there were 200 at Tillamook July 16 (HN, JE) and 50+ on Witty's Lagoon, Metchosin, V.I., July 16-19 (RSa, BW, Jeff Gaskin). Small flocks of Long-billed Dowitchers were widely scattered during July, with high counts of 25-37 at Cowichan Bay, V.I., Iona I., B.C., and the S.R.C.R., Ore. Up to eight juv. Wilson's Phalaropes were seen July 15+ at the Diamond Lake sewage ponds, and breeding at the s. end of Diamond L. was suspected (DFi, DI, MH, MSa). 

GULLS THROUGH ALCIDS -- The first June records for Franklin's Gull in the Vancouver, B.C., area were of one adult at Iona I., June 7 (†BK, JH), and two adults at Pt. Roberts, Wash., June 20 (†BK, Leona Haggart). A juv. Franklin's at Iona I., July 31 was the first of the regular fall migrants (MF, RP et al.). An ad. Little Gull in breeding plumage was seen July 23 off Clover Pt., Victoria (†VG, KT). It or another Little Gull was observed Aug. 3 at West Pt., Seattle (Rob Thorne). Surely the increasing numbers of Little Gulls found here late in spring and early in the fall are nesting at undiscovered sites in the Canadian north. Groups of one to 10 Bonaparte's Gulls were widely scattered in the Region during June, with a higher concentration in the Vancouver, B.C., area. Numbers increased steadily through July, and flocks of several hundred were widely reported by late July. Heermann's Gulls moved N into the Region during July as usual. Ring-billed Gulls arrived from the east during June, with W movement noted through the Columbia Gorge (HN). An estimated 8000 California Gulls had arrived at Ocean Shores, Wash., by July 27 (BMo, TW). Not all of these traveled down the several river valleys. A flock of 28 flew from east to west across 4900' Naches Pass July 30 (DBe). Widespread nesting failure by Glaucous-winged Gulls was observed in the San Juan Is., Wash. (ML, FS). Hundreds of adults were present on Bird Rock, Williamson's Rock, and Colville I., but no chicks. 
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The first Com Tern of the season was an adult at Iona I, June 27 (PL, BK). Fifteen adult and 45+ one-year-old Com. Terns were at Dungeness, Wash., July 1-2 (PL) and 40+ were there July 14 (DBe), for higher than usual numbers this early in the season. A one-year-old Forster's Tern was seen with Commons at Dungeness July 2 (†PL) for the 5th w. Washington record. At least 3 pairs of Arctic Terns nested again on the 40+ acre gravel lot by the Everett, Wash., harbor (BS, EH). This lot is contained within the U.S. Navy's home port expansion plans for Everett. A thorough census of the San Juan Is., Wash., found 645 ad Pigeon Guillemots this July (ML, FS). Sucia I. hosted 139 of these, Stuart I. 90, Matia I. 86, Speiden I. 70, and Davis Bay, Lopez I., 65. Hopefully this census will be repeated in the future The first fledgling was noted Aug. 15. Marbled Murrelets were observed 30 mi inland on Mary's Peak, on the e. side of the Coast Range, Ore. (Kim Nelson, Will Wright, Brad Fiero). On each visit Apr. 28-June 26 they saw and heard several of these birds on the e. slope of the peak (fide ME). No nests or fledglings were found, and a paper is in preparation. The first fledgling this season was seen off Sucia I., San Juan Co., Wash., July 22 (ML, FS). The count of 156 Cassin's Auklets at sea off Westport July 26 was a rebound to normal numbers following 3 seasons of low counts (7 July trips 1983-1985, 59 total Cassin's Auklets-- TW) The count of 1727 Rhinoceros Auklets seen July 26 (TW et al.) was the highest count out of Westport for any season and was more than triple the average trip total for July. Another high alcid count was the massed flock of 1600 Tufted Puffins seen at once from Triangle I., V.I., in mid-July (MF). At least six Horned Puffins were observed July 6-23 at Triangle I. (MF). One was seen entering a burrow July 14 and another was de- fending a ledge July 16, but no actual indication of breeding was noted. The Triangle I. Horned Puffin site was occupied every season during the 1970s, and is the southernmost site on the West Coast where actual breeding evidence has been obtained (Canadian Field-Nat. 93:84, 1979)

OWLS THROUGH MARTINS -- Recently there have been widespread reports of Boreal Owls in e. Washington, at sites above 5000' in Englemann Spruce. In addition, an imm Boreal Owl was photographed July 2 near the Porcupine Creek camp- ground, about 7 mi up the Robinson Creek trail, n.w. of Mazama, in the N. Cascades of Washington (Tom Parsons). An- other Boreal Owl was calling July 10 in Cathedral Lakes Park, lust n.e. of Manning P.P. in the Cascades of s. British Columbia (fide DK). An adult and two imm. N. Saw-whet Owls were seen July 12 on the lower slopes of Granite Mt., King Co., Wash. (TP), and a road-killed immature found July 13 on Ft. Lewis, Pierce Co., Wash. (GW) provided further evidence of local nesting. Common Nighthawks were more numerous than in recent years at several regular locations in Pierce, Thurston, and Whatcom counties, Wash. (GW, BHT, TW). Up to 10 Black Swifts were again seen this season at Salt Creek Falls, Lane Co, Ore., but still no evidence of nesting was noted (m. ob., fide SH). A male Costa's Hummingbird was seen June 1 on a ceanothus-covered hillside just e. of Medford, Ore. (†HN). There are more than a dozen records of this hummingbird in Oregon now. Most have been in late spring and summer, and at feeders. A Calliope Hummingbird, rare w. of the Cascades, was seen along the Swift Res., e. of Cougar, in Skamania Co., Wash., on the annual solstice census on Mt. St. Helens (fide DA). None was found at Thorn Prairie, e. Douglas Co., Ore., June 1 (DFi, DI), where they have nested in some summers. A pair of Red-naped Sapsuckers was feeding young July 20 near Colonial Creek campground, on Thunder Arm, along the upper Skagit R., Whatcom Co., Wash. (TW). This is about 20 mi w. of the Cascade crest, and well within typical Red-breasted Sapsucker habitat. Active nests of Three-toed Woodpeckers were recorded at Manning P.P. (DK, WW), Naches Pass, King Co, Wash (DBe), and Lower Marilyn L, e. Lane Co, Ore (Kit Larson, fide SH). Pileated Woodpeckers were widely re- ported in the usual small numbers. No Olive-sided Flycatchers were heard this season in the Toketee R.D., e. Douglas Co., Ore., by an observer living and working in the area (DFi). Elsewhere, however, the species was reported to be in its usual numbers. Willow Flycatchers continue to do well in the Region. Normal numbers were re- corded on several of the U.S.F. & W.S. Breeding Bird Surveys in Washington, and more than usual were found near Tacoma (CC). The first record of the Least Flycatcher for Manning P.P. was provided by one found June 22 at Alison Pass, 1350 m (DK, D & EJ). A Dusky Flycatcher was seen and heard July 19- 20 in the Royal Creek basin, n.e. of Mt. Deception, Jefferson Co., Wash. (†CC). This site is on the dry n.e. side of the Olympic Mts. The last of the spring movement of W. Kingbirds was one noted June 6-7 at Sea I., near Vancouver, B.C. (John Knezekevich, m.ob.). An E. Kingbird observed June 1-12 in Saanich, V.I. (KT et al.) and two at the Montlake fill, Seattle, June 7-8 (Elise Cole, DBe, DW) were unusual for those localities. The small colony of Horned Larks discovered in 1984 (AB 38:1055) on a natural prairie on Ft. Lewis, Pierce Co., Wash, was absent this season, based on 5 visits to the area (GW). Five male and six female Purple Martins were seen on the dolphins at the head of Cowichan Bay, Duncan, V.I., June 14-24 (RSa), up from 2 pairs last year. Twenty or more pairs, up from 15, nested on Ft. Lewis, Wash., in martin houses and wood duck boxes (GW). Fifteen fledglings were banded at boxes in Olympia (fide Kelly McAllister). Isolated pairs nested successfully at outposts on San Juan I. (ML, FS) and Bainbridge I. (Ian Paulsen) The Washington Dept. of Game has begun a monitoring program for Purple Martins, hopefully to include all known nest sites in the state. 

WRENS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Single Rock Wrens, typically east-side birds of relatively dry areas, were found .singing June 1 near Naches Pass, King Co., Wash., June 12 on Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic Mts., and June 22 atop Snoqualmie Mt., King Co., Wash. (all DBe). Two were singing on Saddle Mt., Clatsop Co., Ore., June 25 (HN), and three were at 8000' on Mt. Thielsen, e. Douglas Co., Ore. (DFi). At the e. edge of their range in British Columbia, six Bewick's Wrens were observed in Manning P.P., June 22 (DK). Two Ruby-crowned Kinglets were seen and heard singing July 19-20 about a mile apart along upper Royal Creek in the n.e. Olympic Mts. of Washington (CC). This dry, rain-shadow site is considerably west (or south, depending on the subspecies) of the known breeding range. Three active nests of Mountain Bluebirds near Naches Pass June 1, and three additional males in the area, established a first breeding record for King Co., Wash. (DBe). At least 105 pairs of W. Bluebirds, up from 51 last year, nested on Ft. Lewis, Wash., this season, and over 400 fledglings were banded (GW) The Corvallis, Ore., bluebird trail experienced its 2nd highest production of young in 10 years, with 180 fledglings (EE). Numerous Hermit Thrushes were heard, and one seen, this season in the Coast Range near Melrose, w. Douglas Co., Ore. (DI) This is n. and w. of the range for the species as described in Gabrielson and Jewett, Birds of Oregon. The record of a Veery heard at Pitt Meadows, just e. of Vancouver, B.C., on July 8, 1982 (AB 36:1010) was not considered acceptable by the Vancouver Bird Records Committee, and should be deleted. In most summers since 1980 there has been a small northward movement of N. Mockingbirds. This season individuals were north to Oysterville, Pacific Co., Wash., June 15 (DW), Alaksen N.W.A., Delta, B.C., June 16-18 (Rob Butler et al.), Ucluelet, on the w. coast of V.I., June 17 (Eric Tull, Brook Glibbon), and Triangle I., off the n.w. tip of V.I., July 19-23 (Al Burger et al, ph. MF). A singing Red-eyed Vireo returned June 5+ to Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Ore., near the s. edge of its breeding range w. of the Cascades (SH). Please delete the record of a Red-eyed Vireo 
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found last summer w of Elsie, Clatsop Co, Ore (AB 39 955), at the request of the observer. A Chestnut-sided Warbler sighted June 22 at Burnaby L. provided the 3rd record for the Vancouver, B.C., area (†Allen & Helen Poynter). The only previous spring record was June 19, 1979. An imm. male Am. Redstart was singing at Brookings, Curry Co., Ore., June 14 (SH, JG, JJ, Eric Pozzo). Two male Am. Redstarts were seen at McDiarmid Meadows, Manning P.P., possibly a potential breeding site, June 21 and July 6 (DK, SC, BMa, WW). At least one N. Waterthrush was at the Salt Creek site, e. Lane Co., Ore. (see AB 37:1022) throughout the season (m.ob., fide SH), and a male was seen June 28 at nearby Gold Lake bog for the first sighting there (SG). Six N. Waterthrushes were noted June 21 in Manning P.P., on the w. edge of the species' breeding range in s. British Columbia (DK, SC, BMa

S.A.
Hermit Warblers were found regularly and were al- most common along the e. side of the Olympic Mts. this year. Nine were seen June 2 at the Mt. Walker viewpoint, just s. of Quilcene, Jefferson Co. (JSk). One male was found on Fuzzy Top, in Capitol Forest, s.w. of Olympia (JBu). An extensive survey for the Univ. of Washington Burke Museum found Hermit Warblers at over a dozen sites between Shelton and Quilcene (Chris Wood). Most interestingly, a collected series of these birds indicated that all showed evidence of hybridization with Townsend's Warblers. 



BUNTINGS THROUGH FINCHES -- Many more Lazuli Buntings than usual were found in Pierce Co. (BHT, GW), Thurston Co. (JSk), and Lewis Co. (CC), Wash., and in Douglas Co., Ore. (DFi). Among the numerous Lazulis near Roseburg, Ore., was a male Indigo Bunting, found in late July for a first Douglas County record (DI, MH, Meredith Jones). The Indigo was apparently paired with a female Lazuli and was observed feeding a fledgling bunting and a young Brown-headed Cowbird. Following last summer's discovery of breeding Brewer's Sparrows in e. Lane Co., Ore., the observation of 15+ imm Brewer's July 25-Aug. 3 at the nearby Diamond Lake sewage pond was not so surprising (†DI, DFi, MSa, MH). An equal number of Chipping Sparrows and about six Vesper Sparrows were also in the flock. Good breeding success for Vesper Sparrows was noted on San Juan I. (ML, FS) and Ft. Lewis (GW), Wash., but the species was unreported from southern V.I. Apugetensis White-crowned Sparrow was observed July 19 along the upper Skagit R., B.C. (DK, TC, DD). This is a seldom-reported location, but is not far from the regularly observed population at the s. end of Ross L., Wash. Brewer's Blackbirds were much more abundant than usual in the Toketee R.D., Douglas Co., Ore. (DFi) and in Pierce and Thurston counties, Wash. (GW). The male "Baltimore" N. Oriole was last seen at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Ore., June 13 (SG). Twenty N. Orioles, many more than usual, were present m Fort Steilacoom Park, near Tacoma, Wash. (CC). A first-year male was noted in a blackberry thicket on Mt. Dallas, San Juan I., July 30, for the first confirmed San Juan County record (ML, ph.). Elsewhere the species was well reported, from the e. side of southern V.I., the e. side of the Puget Sound trough, and m the Willamette Valley. An imm. male Hooded Oriole was present for a few days around June 6 at a feeder in Florence, Ore (Margaret Markley et al.), for the 2nd Lane County record Red Crossbills were abundant in all reporting areas of the Region, coastal, lowland, and mountain. A few White-winged Crossbills remained with the Reds near Mt. Rainier (CC) A pair of White-wingeds was seen June 25 near White Pass, Wash. (G & WH), and four were observed June 29-July 4 at Gold L, e. Lane Co. (TM, SG). Pine Siskins also continued very abundant in Washington (BHT, GW, CC). Among few lowland breeding records of Evening Grosbeaks are the pair and four fledglings at a feeder in Olympia July 16+ (Ilse Allen) and an immature noted in Corvallis June 29 (E & ME).
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