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Autumn Migration, 1984

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers
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August in the Region was hot and dry in most areas. The trend thereafter varied from normal to dry until near mid-October, when the weather suddenly turned cold, with early snows in the mountains and accelerated migration noted in some localities. November was mild and very wet, with little or no snow in the valleys until the month's end. 
[image: ]

ABBREVIATION -- N.A.R. = National Antelope Refuge. 

LOONS, GREBES -- A Red-throated Loon appeared at the Yakima R delta near Richland, Wash., Oct. 28 (CB, REW). Arctic Loons, mostly singles, showed up at a few localities in e. Washington, e. Oregon, s. interior British Columbia, s. Idaho and n. Yellowstone Park Remarkable concentrations of Com. Loons were over 75 on Banks L, Grant Co., Wash., and 70 on Potholes Res., Moses L., Wash. One or two Red-necked Grebes were sighted near Eureka and Fortine, Mont, near Joseph, Ore., at Clarkston, Wash., and at the Yakima delta. Adults and young were sighted at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont (TM). Western Grebes did very well at Malheur N.W.R., Ore. with 3423 young produced. A pair of W. Grebes, Clark's form, was feeding young on Moses L., Aug. 25 (GG). 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS -- The largest Am. White Pelican flock was of 300 on Potholes Res. A few lingered into late October in the vicinity of Hart Mountain N.A.R., Lake Co., Ore., where they were abundant during the summer, and 12 stopped at Catty Res., Boardman, Ore., Aug. 16. Noteworthy were five on the Snake R. near Lewiston, Ida. (DC) and one on the Okanogan R. near Monse, Wash. (BW) Double-crested Cormorants produced 1647 young, the highest ever 
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recorded in the Harney Basin, which includes Malheur N.W.R. Nine visited fishless Hatfield L., Bend, Ore., Aug. 12 (TC), and a few on the Snake R. in the Clarkston-Asotin, Wash. area were unusual (CV, SI, PS). One Double-crested, rare in interior British Columbia, was at Tranquille Aug. 2 (CR), and five on the Flathead R. s. of Kalispell, Mont. were noteworthy (EH).

HERONS THROUGH IBISES -- High water levels at Malheur benefitted Great Blue Herons, which produced 1446 young. Great Egret production in the Harney Basin came to 1049 and Snowy Egrets there raised 204 young. The only other Great Egrets reported were one near Springfield, Ida., up to five in the Warner Valley, Lake Co., Ore., and one at Boardman. Cattle Egret numbers were exploding in s. Idaho; 39 were seen going to roost near Springfield (JS, CHT). A cow pasture near Grand View hosted four (JSM). Near Lewiston, up to 20 appeared (C.B.). One was spotted near Umapine, Ore. (AL), one was along the Yakima R. near Granger, Wash. (T & KD, Y.A.S.), and four were along the Columbia R. between Bridgeport and Brewster, Wash. (MH). Single Green-backed Herons showed up at Hood River, Ore., Sept. 29 (DA) and at Wardner, B.C., Aug. 14 (FL). Black-crowned Night-Heron production at Malheur was only 347. The flock at the Yakima delta contained one albino. The Harney Basin produced 2385 young. A single bird visited Swan L. near Vernon, B.C. in August (MCo). 

WATERFOWL -- A number of localities reported higher than usual numbers of Tundra Swans. The count of 657 on n. Idaho's aerial count Nov. 9 was over twice that of any previous count (I.F.G.). Up to 500 stopped at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. Trumpeter Swans at Malheur reared only six cygnets, the lowest since 1977, but the tiny flock at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash. produced three. Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont. also did poorly on Trumpeters with only four fledged on the refuge and 13 in the remainder of the Centennial Valley. Weather there was mainly responsible, a hailstorm wiping out 75% of the cygnets and high water taking its toll. An adult and an imm. Trumpeters were sighted on Wallowa L., Joseph, Oct. 27 (C.B., FC). A few Greater White-fronted Geese passed through n. Idaho, e. Oregon and e. Washington, the largest numbers 14 at Richland and 12 at Hatfield L. One at the Colville, Wash., sewage ponds Sept. 7-10 probably established a county first (DS). Up to 130,000 Snow Geese stopped at the Anaconda Company's old settling ponds at Warm Springs, Mont. The early ice cover at Freezeout L. near Fairfield, Mont., their usual stopping place, was believed responsible. The 4000 at Red Rock Lakes was also high, supposedly for the same reason. The Warner Valley, Lake Co., Ore. reached a high count of 937. A Brant was shot by a hunter near Challis for one of very few Idaho records (HR) and one was sighted in Waterton Lakes N.P., Alta., Nov. 6 (KB, LH, SL). Benton County, Wash., had its 2nd record for the species with one at Richland Nov. 15+ (HE, DJ, REW). Peak Canada Goose numbers were: n. Idaho aerial count, 13,403: n. Columbia Basin, Wash., 17,421 (mostly at Columbia N.W.R.); Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida. 8078; S.E. Idaho Refuge Complex. 5000; Turnbull, 2687; and "1000s" on the Columbia R. at Roosevelt, Wash. "Very large" flocks were reported in the vicinity of McNary N.W.R., Burbank, and Wallula, Wash. Malheur had its lowest production ever for the species, only 523; nearly 3600 Canadas were there at November's end. A "Blue Goose" appeared with Canadas near Fortine, Mont. (WW). It was suspected of being a hybrid with the latter species (PLW) as was one on Brooks L., Strafford, Wash. (DS). Northern Idaho's aerial count revealed about 59,000 ducks, down nearly 9% from last year. Mallards, Am. Wigeons and Redheads ac- counted for about 87% of the total and Wood Ducks posted the highest number ever at 282. Other peak duck counts were 157,994 in the n. Columbia Basin; 41,476 at Deer Flat; 29,241 at Turnbull; and 20,000 (low) at Carty Res., Boardman. Mallards accounted for most of the counts at Columbia, Deer Flat and Turnbull. The S.E. Idaho Refuge Complex aerial survey found 8500 ducks, mostly Mallards. A concentration of Mallards estimated at over 100,000 was on Ice Harbor Dam reservoir e. of Pasco. Wash., Nov. 17. About 1000 Mallards died from aspergillosis from eating moldy silage at Kalamalka L. near Vernon, B.C. Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida. reported waterfowl numbers 50% below average. The oddest duck sighting was of a Rosy-billed Pochard, presumably an escape, on Kootenay L. near Nelson, B.C. (VB). An Am. Black Duck was reported at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. (WH, RE). In Oregon single Eur. Wigeons appeared at Silver L., Lake Co. (MR), Bend (TC), and near Frenchglen (GI); Washington's only sighting was at Richland (REW). At least 30 Greater Scaup were on the Pend Oreille R. in n. Idaho Nov. 10 (BM). A few were sighted at Sparwood, B.C. (DFF); Chewelah (DS); Sandpoint, Ida. (PRS); Upper Klamath L., Ore. (SS); and Haystack Res., s. of Madras, Ore. (TC). Three Oldsquaw sightings of perhaps the same bird were obtained in the American Falls Res. area, Ida. (CHT, JS, GLC). One was at Genesee, Ida. (SI) and a male appeared near Sparwood (DFF). Single birds were shot by hunters at Red Rock Lakes (fide TM) and at Sheppard L., s. of Sandpoint (BM). A small invasion of Surf Scoters took place. In e. Oregon up to six visited Hatfield L. (TC, MR), two stopped at Wickiup Res., w. of La Pine (TC), and one was at Haystack Res. (MR). Upper Klamath L. had one (SS), two were on Phillips Res., s.w. of Baker (CC, MC, NB) and one was at Umatilla (CC, NB). In Washington one appeared at Richland (REW); three on L. Lenore (JA), all in Grant Co.; singles at two spots near Anatone (C.B., JG), and two on Coeur d'Alene L., Ida. (PC, PS). Idaho had two on Fairchild Res., n.n.e. of Weiser (JSM). More notable White-winged Scoter sightings were: up to six near Sparwood, for that area's first (DFF); 15-20 on Moses L. (JT, DP) and 20-25 on Alkali L. (RF), Grant Co., Wash.; eight at Bend, three on L. Billy Chinook w. of Madras (MR) and seven on Haystack Res. s. of Madras (TC, MR); six at Cascade Locks, Ore. (DA) and three on Unity Res., s.w. of Baker, Ore. for latilong firsts (CC, MC, NB). A female at Minidoka N.W.R. pro- vided only the 2rid record in 17 years (JH). Single birds were near Lewiston (PS, MK, MS) and Newport, Wash. (EJL) for rather rare sightings. An amazing nine were at Libby Dam, Mont. (WH, m.ob.) and two appeared at Green L., Helena, Mont., both latilong firsts (DSu). Pasco had a vagrant Red-breasted Merganser (TG) and Umatilla was visited by two (CC, NB). 

HAWKS THROUGH CRANES -- Two adult and two imm. Bald Eagles were at an active nest at S. Twin L., w. of Inchelium. Wash.. Aug. 26 for the county's first breeding record (BW et al.) and a nest was reported at Rimrock L. w. of Yakima (Y.A.S.). The annual gathering of the birds to feed on spawning salmon along McDonald Cr. in Glacier N.P., Mont. numbered 571 Nov. 20. A Red-shouldered Hawk near Klamath Falls made the 4th county record (SS). Four Peregrine Falcon sightings were reported, plus a pair believed to have raised two young. Eight Gyrfalcon sightings came in, some likely of the same individuals. 
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Up to 67 Sage Grouse were found in the Warner Valley vicinity A Wild Turkey was seen in the Winchester, Ida area (PP) The peak for Am. Coot in n. Idaho was 21,622, down 40% from last year. The top number at Columbia N.W.R. was 23,164 and at Turnbull, 2000. Following a storm over 2000 were on Haystack Res., Nov. 4 and "1000s" were on the Columbia R. near Cascade Locks on the same date. Greater Sandhill Cranes peaked at Malheur at 2720. 
S.A.
Fourteen young Whooping Cranes hatched by Sandhill Crane foster parents at Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida. raised the population up to 38. Except for one fledgling, which died of a defective heart, all migrated out Oct. 3-20 (SB). A Whooping Crane seen at Oxford, Ida., Sept. 1, supposedly spent the summer there (EC).


SHOREBIRDS -- Black-bellied Plovers put in a good appearance. One near Sparwood was that area's first (DFF). In Idaho up to 10 were near Rathdrum (JTa) and up to 27 were observed at Mann's L., Lewis- ton (PS, m.ob.). Ten were reported at Springfield Bottoms near Spring- held, Ida. (CHT) and Malheur had up to five (M & AA). The species was noted at Millcreek Res., e. of Walla Walla (SM), and the Richland- Wallula area had up to 25, a high number (REW). Up to four stopped at Colville's sewage ponds for apparently the latilong's first (DS). Good for latilong firsts were up to four Lesser Golden-Plovers at Colville (DS, BO, JN) and three on reclaimed coal mining spoils at 2100 m elevation in the Sparwood area Sept. 7 (DFF). Two at Bend made a county first (TC). Six appeared near Anatone, Wash. (JP, PS, MK) and a surprising 26 stopped at Mann's L. (PS, MS, MK). Conversely the Yakima delta had only two (TG, REW) as did Springfield Bottoms (CHT). Idaho led the list for Semipalmated Plover sightings with one at L. Lowell, Nampa (KBP); up to five at Spangler Res., Weiser (JSM); four at Springfield Bottoms (JS, CHT); and one near Moscow (PS). Up to 10 were sighted near Wallula (MD, SM, BH) and two at Chewelah's sewage ponds (DS, BO). A few stopped at Hatfield L. and Tumalo Res., Deschutes Co., Ore. (TC). Montana reported one at Somers (EH). A carefully-de- scribed Mountain Plover at Springfield Bottoms Nov. 3 was apparently Idaho's 2nd (CHT, JTi, CW). Black-necked Stilts lingered at Reardan, Wash. until Aug. 25 (JA, BW). Swainson's L., s. of Creston, Wash. had three Aug. 14 (JH). A scattered group of 2350 Am. Avocets at Summer L., Nov. 10 was surprising that late (MR). A Hudsonian Godwit photographed at Malheur with 25 Marbled Godwits was e. Oregon's first and the state's 3rd (TC). Reardan had one Aug. 25, apparently for e. Washington's 4th (JA). Two Marbled Godwits were on Hubbard Res., Ada Co., Ida. (KBP) and one was sighted at Wallula (BH). Up to three Ruddy Turn- stones appeared at Malheur (ref. pers., M & AA) and one visited Swan L., Vernon, Aug. 18-24 (PR, m.ob.). One at Springfield Bottoms Sept. 29 established a latilong first (CHT, JT) and one at Somers, Mont., was noteworthy (EH). Single Red Knots appeared on the Yakima delta (REW), at Bend (TC, CM), and at Hubbard Res. (KBP). Two Sander- lings near Sparwood were the first for that area (DFF) and one at Colville was the latilong's 2nd (DS). Sightings at Bend and Tumalo Res. made Deschutes County's first (TC, CM). Latilong firsts were birds on the Snake R., e. of Bruneau, Ida. and at the nearby Bruneau R. mouth (KBP). Sanderlings appeared also at the Yakima delta, Wallula, Lewiston and Springfield Bottoms. A Semipalmated Sandpiper at Wenas L., n w. of Yakima was apparently that latilong's first (Y.A.S.). Colville's sewage ponds had one or two (DS) as did Reardan (BW). Turnbull N W.R. had one. A flock of six Semipalmated and one Baird's at White L., s. of Penticton, provided firsts for that latilong (DFF, TGe). Other noteworthy Baird's sightings were of singles at Midland and Worden, Ore. (SS), Wenas L. (Y.A.S.), and Mann's L. (PS, MK, RN, C.B.). Two Pectoral Sandpipers appeared in Washington Co., Ida. where rare (JSM). Little Camas Res., n.e. of Mountain Home, Ida. had five and the Snake R., e. of Bruneau had one (KBP). Up to four Stilt Sandpipers were seen frequently at Swan L. (PR, m.ob.) and four were near Kamloops, B.C. (RH). Mann's L. had one (JP, DPa, PS, MK) as did Valley, Wash. (DS). Reardan had three (JA) and Somers, Mont., one (EH). In the Pasco area singles appeared at the mouth of the Walla R (BH, MD, SM, CS, PD) and at the Yakima delta (REW). Short- billed Dowitchers were becoming routine in the Region, being reported at 9 localities s. of Canada. One at Colville was the latilong's first (DS, BO) Decided rarities were single Red Phalaropes on the Yakima delta (REW) and at Willow L., Spokane Co., Wash (WAH, JA) 

JAEGERS THROUGH MURRELETS -- A Pomarine Jaeger, extremely rare in interior British Columbia, was picked up dead at Tranquille (WE, fide RH). Three sightings of single Parasitic Jaegers were at Malheur and one was at Springfield Bottoms (CHT, JS). A Long-tailed Jaeger at Trail, B.C. furnished the first sighting there in 50 years (ME) The only Franklin's Gulls reported were up to six in the Sandpoint vicinity (WT, PRS) and single birds near Wallula (BH). A Little Gull, described by an observer familiar with the species, appeared at Sandpoint Oct. 28 for Idaho's first record (PRS). Impressive numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls appeared in e. Washington. Some 150 were on Soap L., Oct. 28 (JA); Richland had at least 64 (CB, REW) and up to 50 were at McNary Dam s. of Richland (SM et al., CC). In Oregon an unprecedented 115 were sighted at Tumalo Res. (TC). Several at Wallowa L and Enterprise, Ore. were noteworthy (C.B.). Two Mew Gulls at Hood River (DA) and at Colville (DS, BO, BW) apparently were latilong firsts. A flock of up to 40 Herring Gulls roosting on the Elk R. near Ferule, B.C. was highly unusual (DFF). The decomposed remains of one were found at Malheur after a botulism outbreak (ref. pers.). Wickiup Res had four Herring Gulls and one Thayer's Gull (TC). Two Thayer's were at Hood River for that latilong's first (DA). Springfield Bottoms also had one (JS, CHT). A Western Gull photographed Oct. 21 at American Falls Dam was apparently Idaho's first (MT, CHT). Two Glaucous- winged Gulls appeared at McNary Dam (SM, MD) and single Glaucous Gulls were sighted at Kamloops (RH) and Osoyoos, B.C. (WWe) A Sabine's Gull was photographed at American Falls Dam Oct. 20 (CHT, JS) and one appeared at the Yakima delta (REW). Two Caspian Terns at Hood River provided a latilong first (DA), Mann's L., Lewiston also had two (C.B.). A sighting of the species at Red Rock Lakes was the first for the latilong (TM). Several Com. Terns were observed at American Falls Res., including adults feeding young, which would establish Idaho's first breeding record if the birds were hatched locally (CHT, CW). Several sightings of Com. Terns were made in the Sandpoint area (SHS) and one was identified at Malheur (TC, JGi). Four Forster's Terns at the Colville River's mouth near Colville, Wash. made a latilong first (DS, BO). A Black Tern at the Yakima R. delta was notable (Y. A. S.). An exhausted Ancient Murrelet picked up and photographed near Elkford, B.C., Oct. 16 after a severe snowstorm was supposedly interior British Columbia's first (DFF, m.ob.). 

[image: ]
Ancient Murrelet picked up near Elkford, B.C., Oct. 16, 1984. Possibly a first for interior British Columbia. Photo/David Fraser. 

DOVES THROUGH OWLS -- The only Band-tailed Pigeon reported was one at Malheur (GI). A road-killed imm. Black-billed Cuckoo, still warm, was picked up and photographed near Fernie Aug. 18 (DFF et al.). Pocatello had a window-killed Yellow-billed Cuckoo, * to Idaho State U. (CHT). A Com. Barn-Owl was found at Horseshoe L., n.e of Reardan Sept. 1 (BW). The Flammulated Owl was reported as resident 
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at Panhandle L. near Newport (EJL), and one was sighted near La Grande, Ore (SM) Snowy Owls had reached as far s as Boardman One at Wilmer, B.C. made a rare sighting (LH). A Barred Owl, rare in the Helena area, was heard to the s.w. in Colorado Gulch (G & NN). The species was widely reported in the valleys of s. interior British Columbia; at Kamloops a road-killed bird, definitely of this species, had yellow eyes! (RH). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH MIMIDS -- Red-breasted Sap- suckers are becoming rare but regular migrants through s.e. Oregon; one was sighted Sept. 22 & 24 at Fields (DI, DA). Single Blue Jays were sighted near Helena, s. of Troy, and s.e. of Libby, Mont.; at Mountain Home and s. of Pocatello, Ida.; at Malheur; n.w. of Prairie City, Ore.; and at Rosalia, Wash. The only Scrub Jays reported were up to seven at Hart Mountain N.A.R., Lake Co., Ore. (SSu) and a few at Odell and Cascade Locks, Ore. (DA). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was observed in the Warner Valley Sept. 29 (SSu). One or two Bewick's Wrens appeared in the Warner Valley (SSu) and near Cascade Locks (DA), and singles were seen at Malheur and s of Fields, Ore. (M & AA), all for latilong firsts. A Canyon Wren was sighted near Vernon; the species is very uncommon in the n. Okanagan Valley (MCo). The number of young bluebirds fledged in w. Montana (presumably in nest boxes only) has grown from 371 five years ago to over 5000 this year; 974 of over 2000 boxes provided them were occupied (N.A.B.S., fide Hungry Horse News). Reportedly they were mostly Mountain Bluebirds. Oregon's first Gray-cheeked Thrush was photographed at Fields Sept. 20 (TC, JG, DI, RS). Page Springs, Ore. had a N. Mockingbird Aug. 12. 

WARBLERS -- A Tennessee Warbler was sighted near Oliver, B.C. (DFF, EL). A Nashville Warbler, rarely seen in s.e. Idaho, was at Pocatello Sept. 1 (JJ). A Chestnut-sided Warbler was observed at Malheur on several dates Sept. 21-Oct. 13 (TC, m.ob.). An ad. male Magnolia Warbler appeared in Waterton Lakes N.P., Sept. 9; the species is not on the park's list (DFF). A Black-throated Blue Warbler photographed at Creston Sept. 22 was the first ever for interior British Columbia (GD, LV) and a male was at Malheur Oct. 12-13 (PS, m.ob.). Single Black-throated Gray Warblers, rare e. of the Cascades, were sighted at Malheur (M & AA) and at Cle Elum, Wash. (EH). A Townsend's Warbler in the mountains s. of Livingston, Mont. was apparently the latilong's 2nd (CBL). A Yellow-throated Warbler at Mountain Home, Ida., Aug 24 was the Region's first ever (KBP). Malheur had the only Black- and-white Warbler (M & AA). 

SPARROWS THROUGH FINCHES -- Two Clay-colored Sparrows were sighted at Fields, Ore. (DA). Breeding of Brewer's Sparrow was confirmed for Elk Valley e. of Sparwood (DFF). Two Black-throated Sparrows were sighted on Steptoe Butte, Whitman Co., Wash., July 28 for the latilong's first (JP). Grasshopper Sparrows were reported only from Turnbull. A Swamp Sparrow was reported at Umatilla Nov. 23 (MC). A White-throated Sparrow accompanied Harris' Sparrows at Sparwood for the Elk Valley's first record (DFF). Washington had sightings of single White-throated Sparrows at Davenport (WAH, JA) and Yakima (Y.A.S.). Malheur had one (M & AA), as did Vernon. "Several" were reported at Libby Dam (C.O.E.). Golden-crowned Sparrows were migrating through Hart Mountain N.A.R. with 10 the highest count. Yakima reported three, Malheur one, Bend "a few", Panhandle L. two, Reardan one and Davenport three. Harris' Sparrows appeared near Livingston, at Red Rock Lakes, and Missoula, Mont.; near Pocatello; at Sparwood; at Spokane and Umatilla. Flocks of up to 16 Lapland Longspurs were seen on high-elevation reclaimed mine spoils near Sparwood and one was with Horned Larks near Richland (RJ) Twenty appeared on Lower Klamath N.W.R. Snow Buntings were moving into the Region in good numbers; one had even reached as far s as Malheur. An ad. male Tricolored Blackbird accompanied other blackbirds near Prineville, Ore., Nov. 11 (MR). Ten Rusty Blackbirds were observed near Revelstoke (JW), one was at Stum L., w. of Williams Lake, B.C. (RH), and four were seen at Lundbreck, Alta. (D & MA). One was in the Helena Valley for apparently the first sighting there (GH). The largest numbers of Rosy Finches were observed in the Sparwood area, with several flocks of over 1500, and near Hartline, Wash., with a like number Pine Grosbeaks were appearing in the valleys in n w Montana and e Washington Some 35 Purple Finches were reported with Pine Siskins at Harvey Pass, extreme s.e. British Columbia (DFF) and up to 40 reportedly were with many Cassin's at Libby, Mont feeders (D & DH). Five appeared at Malheur (DA) and one at Umatilla (CC, MC, NB). A pair of House Finches at Fernie, a female in Sparwood (DFF), and two males at Blairmore, Alta. (DC), all at feeders, was the first for that area. Three males showed up at Kalispell, Mont, Nov. 3 (EJ). Very few Red Crossbills were reported, except that they were unusually plentiful at Waterton Lakes N.P. The Big Snowy Mts. s of Lewiston hosted an invasion of White-winged Crossbills, with up to 1000 reported (BWa, KF). Over 35 were on Mr. Spokane and a pair appeared at the Davenport cemetery (JA). A few Com. Redpolls had appeared in the Region. Nicola, B.C. had two Hoary Redpolls Nov. 25 (RH). Pine Siskins seemed scarce. Malheur had a big influx of Lesser Goldfinches; refuge personnel banded 60. One was noted near Parkdale, Ore., Aug. 4 (DA). Evening Grosbeak appearances were spotty, with the largest numbers on Mt. Hood, Ore.; at Walla Walla feeders; at Mountain Home; in the Elk Valley area; and at Libby. 

ADDENDUM -- Steve Summers reported that Dennis Paulson examined the original photos of the Laughing Gull (AB 37:893) and agreed with the identification. 

CORRIGENDUM -- The date for the Parasitic Jaeger at Springfield (AB 38:230) was early September, 1983, not November. 
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Autumn Migration, 1984

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

August was warm and dry in the populated core of the Region with virtually no rain at Portland and Seattle. October was cool and November very wet. Unusual migratory phenomena clearly related to the weather included the arrival of Bar-tailed Godwits and a Far Eastern Curlew on the heels of a polar air mass. A strong storm front in mid- October drove migrating Northern Fulmars and storm-petrels to within sight of coastal vantage points. Finally, many species behaved as if a hard winter were in the offing, as indeed proved true. Note the Snowy Owl and Gyrfalcon numbers, the rapid departure of swallows, and the early presence or unusual abundance of many boreal and montane species. 
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ABBREVIATIONS: S.J.C.R. = South Jetty of the Columbia River; V.I. = Vancouver Island. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Nine Yellow-billed Loons were reported, about twice the normal number. The first for the season was one Sept. 26 at Vancouver, B.C. (MP). One Nov. 26 on the Columbia R., 18 mi e. of Astoria, Oreg., provided the only report s. of Puget Sound. This fall's pelagic data were based on 11 one-day trips to the vicinity of the continental shelf. Ten of these were between Aug. 15 and Sept. 23. Oregon trips left from Coos Bay (AM), Tillamook (2, DI, JGa), and Astoria (DA). Washington trips left from Westport (5, TW) and Ocean Shores (ESH). One British Columbia trip left Ucluelet, V.I. for La Perouse Banks (MS).
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Black-footed Albatross numbers off Westport during August were 60% of 1983 totals, while numbers in September dropped to 20% of last year's. A Laysan Albatross 25 mi s.w. of Ucluelet Sept. 11 (†D. Hanson) furnished the sole report. Northern Fulmars off Westport averaged 46/trip, less than 5% of last year's high counts. Fifty on La Perouse Bank Sept. 2 fit the 1983 pattern of N. Fulmar concentration there. The extraordinary occurrence of hundreds of N. Fulmars migrating S at Cape Meares, Lincoln, Oreg., Oct. 13 (DF et al. ) coincided with the passage of a strong cold front. Pink-footed Shearwater counts peaked at 73 off Westport Aug. 25 and at 120 off Ucluelet Sept. 2, continuing a down- ward trend evident last year. The rare Flesh-footed Shearwater was noted 4 times with maxima of two off Westport Aug. 15 and Sept. 23. Singles appeared Sept. 2 on La Perouse Bank and Sept. 22 about 60 mi w of Newport, Oreg. (G. Lester, fide EE). Buller's Shearwaters were observed on 4 of 9 trips before mid-September, with a high count of four birds. Thereafter Wahl counted 62 off Westport Sept. 23 and J. Gatchet had 16 off Tillamook Oct. 20 (fide HN). Single Short-tailed Shearwaters were noted on just 2 offshore trips this year. The largest concentration of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels this fall was the 120 reported Aug. 5 from Blackfish Sound and Johnstone Strait in the shelter of northern V.I. (MS). Offshore totals peaked in mid-August with 62 off Westport, but the species was very scarce or absent there- after. "Hundreds" of Leach's Storm-Petrels Aug. 11 in Clayoquot Sound, halfway up V.I.'s w. coast (R. Weber), was a most unusual inshore phenomenon. Fifty-six seen off Westport Aug. 15 was a near record high pelagic trip total, but this was the only offshore trip to record the species. More than 20 counted Oct. 13 at Cape Meares (DI et al.) was coincident with the strong cold front and N. Fulmar passage noted above. The Brown Pelican migration was less notable than those of the past 2 years. Four just e. of Neah Bay, Clallarn, Wash., Sept. 23 were the farthest n. (BP). Sixty-three on Grays Harbor Sept. 28 (BM) and a high count of 250 at Tillamook Bay during September (HN) were about 25% of last year's El Nińo-swollen numbers. Twenty-six Great Egrets on Yaquina Bay, Oreg., was the high site count (BL, fide DF), and four birds were noted n. of the Columbia R. Snowy Egrets continued a slight advance, as the wintering group on Coos Bay in s. Oregon had grown to six or more (DI). The single adult at Ocean Shores, present since late July (m.ob.), was last seen Sept. 9. Cattle Egrets staged perhaps their best showing to date. About 100 were reported, beginning in a rush after Nov. 1. By the end of the month w. Oregon observers had reported 40+, those in w. Washington 38+, and in s.w. British Columbia and s. V.I., another 18+. As usual, they had largely vanished by mid-December. 

SWANS THROUGH CRANES -- Tundra Swans first appeared Oct. 20-21, and reached a maximum concentration of 1000 s. of Forest Grove, Oreg. Nov. 18 (VT, fide HN). A blue phase Snow Goose reported Nov. 17 at Reifel I., near Vancouver, B.C. (MP et al.) was one of very few Regional reports. This phase apparently is unknown from the Wrangell I. populations that normally visit our Region. Other Canadian arctic strays were the four Ross' Geese identified at Iona I., B.C., Oct 11, with singles nearby Oct. 19 & 29 (†BK, †GT). There had been only 3 previous Vancouver area records. Several reports of Barnacle Geese were received, but they are presumed escapees until proven otherwise. Two white-bellied Brant on Sauvie I., Oct. 28 (F. Belrose, D Marshall, fide HN), with one staying through November, furnished the first reports we have received of this form since the brants were lumped. Likewise of interest were the four Aleutian Canada Geese at Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 18 (†BK). This form winters in n.w. California but may, like Brant, migrate directly from its breeding grounds, thus rarely dropping in to visit us. An eclipse male Eur. Wigeon was picked out of the returning wigeon flocks Sept. 17 at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (DI) and two others were found Sept. 18 at Victoria, V.I. (E. Coffin, fide VG). In addition, several hybrid wigeon were reported (maleBK, HN, VG). Three Tufted Duck reports was a decided increase over the average of 0.7/fall recorded since 1977. Single imm. males appeared Oct. 21-Nov. 7 in Seattle (ESH, PWM et al.), and in C. Saanich, V.I., Nov. 17+ (†AM, H. Hosford, m.ob.), and a female was at Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 3-25 (BK, MP et al. ). A male King Eider Nov. 5-18 at Vancouver (PBK, †MP, †CA, †V. Thomas et al.) provided the 5th fall report for the Region in the past 8 years. Fix counted 100 Com. Goldeneyes on Diamond L., near the Cascade crest in c Oregon, Nov 4 This could indicate a montane migratory path, as the species breeds no closer than n e Washington. Victoria observers again took the pulse of the V.I. Turkey Vulture population as it passed in migration. About 947+ individuals were counted Aug. 23-Oct. 21. The peak passage came Sept. 29 with 202 birds sighted. An immature Nov. 19-21 at Tatoosh I., off Cape Flattery (BP) and one Nov. 24 on Puget I. (fide AR), both in Washington, were the last stragglers n. of the Columbia R. A pair of Black-shouldered Kites took up residence in coastal pastureland w. of Hoquiam in late August (DP et al.). At least 33 had been reported in Oregon by the end of the period, with the usual concentrations at Fern Ridge Res. near Eugene (DF et al.) and in the Ashland area (fide MM). Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks were widely reported in their usual frequencies. Reported numbers of each were roughly equal except in the Victoria area where Cooper's reports outnumbered those of Sharp-shinneds 3:2. The 13 N. Goshawks noted were widely distributed. A single Red-shouldered Hawk strayed beyond its usual range in Oregon to Finley N.W.R , Sept. 22 (fide DF) and Monmouth Oct. 9 (R. Gerig, fide DF, HN) Single "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks were reported in Washington at Nisqually N.W.R., Oct. 22 (†WW) and at Everett Sept. 26 (†JA), and at Sooke on s. V.I., Sept. 27 (M & VG). Reports of falcons were up this fall with unprecedented counts received of more than 100 Merlins, 75 Peregrines, and perhaps 10 Gyrfalcons. All of the Gyrs were within the Victoria-Vancouver-Skagit-Dungeness trapezoid. A single Prairie Falcon migrating down the Cascade crest at Hart's Pass in n. Washington (T. & A. Spencer, S. Howard) was the only report n. of Oregon. One Sept. 14 at Tillamook Bay was rather far w. (M. Hunter, fide DF). Sandhill Cranes first appeared on Sauvie I., Sept. 1 (VT), peaked at 1000 Oct. 7-13 (DB, DI), then thinned to 450 by period's end (HN). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Lesser Golden-Plovers peaked at 95 Sept. 30 at Ocean Shores, Wash. (DP). Seven fulva types counted in a flock of 60+ there Sept. 22 (DK, BK, M. McGrenere) was a typical percentage Eight Snowy Plovers remained at Tillamook Bay Oct. 7+ (HN) for the high count. A flock of six Am. Avocets Aug. 28-30 on Sauvie I. furnished the sole report (TBi, DI). A few avocets do stray w. of the Cascades each year, mostly in August. Single Lesser Yellowlegs lingered until Oct. 28 at c. Saanich, V.I. (TZ) and Nov. 14 at Reifel I., near Vancouver, B.C. (JI). Seven Solitary Sandpipers were reported Aug. 2-Sept. 23 from s. British Columbia south. Two Willets at Pt Angeles, Wash., Aug. 29 (S. Smith) were the northernmost recorded One remained there through November, probably the individual that wintered there the past 2 seasons. The last Wandering Tattlers noted were singles Sept. 26-29 at Delta, B.C., Seattle, and Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (JI; TS; S. Jaeger, fide HN). The bird of the season was the imm. Far Eastern Curlew carefully observed and photographed Sept. 24 on Mud Bay, s. of Vancouver, B.C. (†JI, †DK, †BK, ph. E. Sian), for a first North American record outside Alaska. The bird showed a brown rump, unstreaked crown, white underwing linings barred brownish-black, and a heavily streaked breast. The photographs were compared with specimens at the Univ. of Washington (DP). It is noteworthy that the date of this sighting coincided closely with the appearance of all four Bar-tailed Godwits reported. One was on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Sept. 22 (†SA, R. Widrig et al.), one was at Delta, B.C., Sept. 22-24 (†MF et al.), and two were at Victoria, V.I., Sept. 23-Oct. 14 (J & RS et al. ph. TZ). The V.I. Bar-taileds provided the island's 2nd record; the Delta bird was the Vancouver area's 3rd; and the Leadbetter Pt. bird was Washington's 14th. These sightings were likely attributable to a "severe invasion of polar air [that] followed the passage of a deep low" across the U.S.-Canadian border region on the 21st-23rd (D. M. Ludlum, Weatherwatch, Sept 1984). One to two imm. Hudsonian Godwits were also in the Boundary Bay area s. of Vancouver Aug. 23-Sept. 30, a more usual occurrence for local observers (†J. Williams et al., ph. MF). As usual, most Semipalmated Sandpiper reports came from Iona I., where twelve Aug. 23 was the season's high count (GT). Oregon observers reported at least five, with only one noted in Washington. The W. Sandpiper migration was diffuse with the largest concentration noted being a mere 3000 Aug. 10 at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. (TC, fide HN) Eight hundred remained there Oct. 18 (HN). The numbers of Least Sandpipers reported on the Oregon coast nearly equaled those of Westerns 
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Bar-tailed Godwit near Victoria, B.C., Sept. 30, 1984. Note the pattern of the axillars, typical of the Siberian-Alaskan race L. I. baueri: L. I. lapponica of Europe would have much narrower brown barring there, as well as more extensive white on the rump. Photo/Tim Zurowski. 

Aug. l0 when 2000 were estimated at Tillamook (TC, fide HN). Later, the 1500 Leasts at Tillamook Oct. 12 were double Western numbers (HN). Elsewhere in the Region, Western totals were 5- 10 times those of Least. An imm. Rufous-necked Stint photographed Aug. 27- 31 at S.J.C.R. (ph. †HN. S. Jones) appeared convincing based on reddish-edged coverts, short thin bill, and length of exposed wing-tip at rest (DP). Peak counts of Baird's and Pectoral sandpipers came from Vancouver's Iona I. sewage ponds. Twenty-two juv. Baird's were there Aug. 21 (MF, BK) and 400 Pectorals Oct. 2 (RP). In addition, at least 10 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were noted Sept. 6-Oct. 19 passing through the Vancouver area (fide DK), with another at C. Saanich, V.I., Sept. 27-Oct. 9 (BW et al. fide VG), and five at 3 Washington locations Sept. 15-30, for an average showing. Iona I. also produced this fall's only Curlew Sandpiper, an immature Sept. 4 (†R. Cannings, †MF et al.) establishing the 7th record for British Columbia and the 4th fall in a row that this rarity has been noted in the Region. Seventy-five percent of the 25 Stilt Sandpipers reported were in s.w. British Columbia, with seven immatures Sept. 29 at Reifel I. the high count (BK. JH, WW). This fall was the worst in a decade for Buff-breasted Sandpipers and Ruffs. The only Buff-breasteds were singles at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 13 (R. Smith, fide HN) and at Meares L., Tillamook Aug. 29-Sept. 2 (HN et al.), both in Oregon. This is compared to an average of 17.4/fall for 1977-1983. The lone Ruff was a female at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. Oct. 21-31 (HN. DI et al.) which may be compared to the 1977-1983 average of 9.6/fall. Red Phalaropes were scarce on offshore trips and no storm-related onshore movement was noted. 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Pomarine Jaeger counts aver- aged 11 on offshore trips from Grays Harbor and V.I. Aug. 15-Sept. 23, an average showing. Long-tailed Jaegers were below par, being noted on just 4 of 11 offshore trips. The high count was five+ off Tillamook Sept. 15 at a large commercial fishing operation (DI et al.). Inshore reports were of one Sept. 16 at Cattle Pt., San Juan I. (SA, FS), and two very late at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Oct 17 (†BK). Nine S. Polar Skuas were recorded on 6 pelagic trips with high counts of three Aug. 18 off Westport (TW) and Sept. 15 off Tillamook (DI et al.). A Franklin's Gull, in juv. plumage--strikingly similar to an imm. Laughing Gull-- was at Seattle, Aug. 3-6 (†ESH. DP, TS). Over one- half of the Region's 60 + Franklin's Gulls were reported from Snohomish and King, Wash. The 20+ at the Snohomish sewage ponds Sept. 16 was the high count (DP) and two Nov. l0 at Cannon Beach, Oreg. (OS, fide HN) were the latest. Four Little Gulls were reported: a first- winter bird at Victoria, V.I. Sept. 17 (†KT), a subadult at Iona I., Aug. 8 (†MF), and single adults in Friday Harbor, San Juan I. (3ML), and at the Everett sewage ponds Sept. 23-Oct. l0 (R. Thorne, (†PWM et al.). An ad. Common Black-headed Gull returned to Victoria Aug. 17- Sept. 30 (†VG et al.), perhaps the same individual seen there in previous years. Ten thousand California Gulls were feeding offshore at La Perouse Bank off s. V.I., Sept. 2 (MS). On Oct. 13 they were noted streaming S off Cape Meares, Oreg. at 1000 birds/hr. (DF et al). giving us a glimpse of their peregrinations in our Region. Adult "Kumlien's" Iceland Gulls were reported Nov. 9+ on Sea I., s. of Vancouver, B.C. (†BK, †MF et al.). Descriptions suggest that more than one individual was involved. Photos by MF are definitive. An imm. Glaucous Gull Nov. 25 at Salem (DF, T. Love) and another at Sauvie I., Nov. 22 (HN, DB), both in Oregon, were the only reports. As usual, Sabine's Gulls focused their efforts at La Perouse Bank offs, V.I. where 500 were gathered Sept. 2 (MS). High counts elsewhere offshore were <30. A flock of 15+ mixed with Bonaparte's off Pt. Roberts Sept. 20 was an unusual inshore event (9BK, JH). Last year's historic Elegant Tern invasion was followed this fall by a single bird Oct. 15-18 at Coos Bay on the s. Oregon coast (M. Graybill, B. Griffin, fide AM). A Forster's Tern at Vancouver, B.C:, Sept. l (†MP), another at Blaine, n. Wash., Oct. 8 (BK, J. Jellicoe), and a 3rd at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. Sept. 15 (J. & R. Krabbe, fide DF) were strays. A single vagrant Black Tern was spotted, Sept. l0 at Dungeness, Wash. (†ESH et al.). Single Xantus' Murrelets were noted in flight off Grays Harbor, Wash., again this fall Aug. 15 and Sept. 8-9 (TW, ESH. DP, AR). Ancient Murrelet concentrations were a small fraction of last year's with a peak count of 233 off Victoria Nov. 13 (VG). Cassin's Auklets rebounded somewhat after last year's El Nińo depression, averaging 45 on 8 pelagic trips offshore from n. Oregon to s. V.I., Aug. 15- Sept. 23. Last year's trips averaged 19 for that time period. Normal numbers approach 200/trip. 

OWLS THROUGH CHICKADEES -- Snowy Owls made their strongest move into the Region since 1974. A flurry of sightings came in late October, with the first Oct. 22 at Delta, B.C. (JI). By early November numbers had reached l0 on s. V.I. (fide VG), 36 near Ladner, B.C. (fide DK), and four at Ocean Shores, Wash. (B. & G. Ramsey), with one individual s. to Salem, Oreg. Nov. 9 (ph. H. Hoffer, m. ob., fide EE). An immature reached Medford in extreme s. Oregon Nov. 21 (ph. OSw, m.ob. fide MM). Perhaps in response to the same forces, a Northern Hawk-Owl turned up Nov. 25+ at Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver, where one wintered in 1980-81 (W. Robinson, JI). Nine Barred Owls were noted in the Victoria and Vancouver areas, B.C. (fide VG, DK). Short-eared Owls also appeared in good numbers after mid- October, with high counts of seven Nov. 23 on Boundary Bay, B.C. (JI), nine Nov. 18 at American Camp, San Juan I., Wash. (ML) and 11 Nov. 16 at Nisqually N.W.R., near Olympia, Wash. (C. Chappell). Common Nighthawks were last reported Sept. 12-14 in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia. Twenty-five Black Swifts over Victoria Oct. 7 (M & VG) and three over Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 13 (MP) were quite late. An imm. male Selasphorus hummingbird Nov. 21, at Salem, Oreg., was late (B. Bellin, fide HN). Lewis' Woodpeckers increased to 45+ by November in the Ashland area of s. Oregon (MM). Elsewhere wanderers appeared in mid-September in suburbs of Seattle (ER, BMe) and Victoria (†B. Phipps, fide VG), and in the w. foothills of the Cascades, up the Skagit R. in Washington Sept. 16 (F. Krause) and up the Umpqua R. in c. Oregon Oct. 4 (DF). "Red-naped" Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were identified at N. Saanich, s. VA., Sept. 22 and Oct. 13 (BH, fide VG) and near Goldstream, also s. V.I., Sept. 26 (A. Cassidy, fide VG). A Black-backed Woodpecker on the U.B.C. campus was a first for the Vancouver checklist area (†D. Haddow). Black Phoebes dispersed N to Eugene, Oreg. Oct. 25 (M. Mathews, fide DF) for a 2nd Lane record, and to n. of Roseburg by mid-November (M. Sawyer, fide DF). As usual a few Myiarchus turned up, all apparently Ash-throated Flycatchers. Singles were at Tillamook Bay Aug. 25-Sept 8 (R. O'Brien, SH), at Portland Aug. 2-Oct. 1 (DI), at Saanich, V.I., Sept. 23 (H. Vander Pol. fide VG), and at Delta, s. of Vancouver, B.C. Oct. 2 (†F. Walker). Four Tropical Kingbird sightings constituted a minor invasion. All were near salt water shores Sept. 30-Oct. 6, and appeared in order from s. to n.: Yaquina Bay, Oreg., Sept. 30 (J. Kemp, DI), North Cove, Pacific, Wash., Oct. 1 (R. Rowlett), near Aberdeen, Wash., Oct. 4 (ph. J. Skriletz), and at Pt. Angeles, Wash., Oct. 6 (KT). Other kingbirds included one Eastern Aug. 27 at Coos Head, for a Coos, Oreg. first (K. Hansen, AM), and stray Westerns at Portland, Oreg., Aug. 10 (L. Richards, fide HN), Sydney, V.I., Oct. 5 (M & VG), and very late at nearby C. Saanich Nov. 6 (M. Edgell, fide VG). The last Purple Martin flocks noted were of 20 at Nehalem, Oreg., Sept. 9 (J. Gilligan, fide HN), 10 at Seattle on Sept. 9, (ER), and three at Victoria, V.I., Sept. 12, (RS, M & VG). Single Tree Swallows at 
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Toketee Ranger Station Nov. 3 (DF) and at Eugene Nov. 8 (SH) were late. Fifteen hundred Violet-green Swallows over the Rogue R. near the California line Oct. 18 (OSw, fide MM) were the rearguard. Northern Rough-wingeds went virtually unnoticed but for ten Aug. 26 at Seattle (ER). Nine Bank Swallows Aug. 23-Sept. 22 were typical numbers. Cliff Swallows were last noted near Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 22-24 (MF, BK). The last Barn Swallow to leave was noted in Seattle on the rather early date of Oct. 29 (K. Aanerud). A Blue Jay at Sauvie I., Oreg. Oct. 30+ (m.ob., ph. OS) provided the only report of this vagrant. Single Scrub Jays strayed W to Cannon Beach, Clatsop, Oreg., Oct. 23 (DI), E from Roseburg into the Oregon Cascade foothills to Toketee Res., Oct. 17 (DF), and N to an Olympia, Wash., feeder Oct. 7 (BM). A Clark's Nutcracker descended to Gabriola I. in the s. Straits of Georgia Sept. 24 (M. Lee, fide KT, VG). Two Black-billed Magpies drifted W to near Ashland Sept. 22-29 (MM). A few Mountain Chickadees appeared in the lowlands w. of the Cascades. One was at Seattle Oct. 7-Nov. 4 (DBe, fide ESH) and four in the Vancouver, B.C. area Oct. 18-Nov. 28 (fide DK). 

WRENS THROUGH CROSSBILLS -- Rock Wrens drifted upslope to the 9200ft summit of Mt. McLoughlin in the s. Oregon Cascades Aug. 18 (DF) and down to Seattle's Discovery P., Oct. 29 (†DH, †DBe). Another on Stuart I. in the Washington San Juan Is., Sept. 29 was near a possible nesting site (FS. ML). Late House Wrens included one Oct. 3 on Fidalgo I. near Anacortes, Wash. (FS) and two Oct. 14 at Camano Island S.P., n. of Stanwood, Wash. (SA). One to six W. Bluebirds in the Victoria area Sept. 13-Nov. 27 fide VG) were the only ones reported n. of c. Oregon. A single Mountain Bluebird in Seattle Oct. 18 provided a most unusual local record (†E. Norwood). A nocturnal passage of Swainson's Thrushes was noted over Portland, Oreg. in the first one-half of September with 660 individuals estimated passing in 1/2 hour at midnight Sept. 11 (DI). Birds were also heard at night moving over Ocean Shores, Wash., Sept. 9 (ESH, J. Pierson) and Victoria, V.I., Sept. 17 (MS). Single N. Mockingbirds were found near Medford (MM), Salem (C. Pucky, fide HNL and Portland, fide HN), all in Oregon. A Sage Thrasher turned up on the Oregon coast at Tillamook Bay Sept. 1 (R. Ekstrom, M. Robbins). A harbinger of the heavy winter to come was the appearance of Bohemian Waxwings in the lowlands. Ten were seen Nov. 13 at Blaine. n. Washington (L. Miller), and reports of up to five were received from the Vancouver, B.C., area after Nov. 24 (MF et al.). Northern Shrikes arrived a week to 10 days early as well, with initial sightings at Iona I., Sept. 27 (BAM) and on Shaw I. in the Washington San Juans Sept. 29 (TB). Vic Goodwill noted they also were twice as numerous as usual in November on s. V.I. Last sighting of Solitary Vireo was at Dash Pt., near Tacoma, Wash., Oct. 15 (TB); of Warbling Vireos, singles at Saanich, V.I., Oct. 1 (R. MacKenzie-Grieve, fide VG) and n. of Ash- land, Oreg., Oct. 2 (BS, fide MML and of Red-eyed, one at Ashford near Mt. Rainier Sept. 6 (ESH et al.). A Tennessee Warbler was reported Aug. 27 at Sedro Wooley, Skagit, Wash. (†K. Knittie), providing the 8th state record, and another was found Sept. 7 in Vancouver, B.C. (†MP). Nine Nashville Warblers were noted Aug. 26-Sept. 23 throughout the Region, with a late straggler Oct. 13 at N. Saanich. V.I. (BH, fide VG). Yellow Warblers were last noted at Seattle Sept. 25 (SA), near Victoria Sept. 28 (VG), at Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 1 (BK), and at Ashland, Oreg. Oct. 5 (BS, fide MM). Magnolia Warblers were spotted Sept. 6 at Cape Blanco, Curry, Oreg., (D. & J. Rogers, fide DF), for a 3rd county record. and Sept. 7-8, at Olympia, Wash. (ph. G. & W. Hoge et al.) a 4th state record, the first to be documented photographically. A Black-throated Gray Warbler in Seattle Nov. 11 (DBe) was the last one reported and quite late al that latitude. Ten Hermit Warblers Sept. 6 in a large mixed flock at Ashford, just w. of Mt. Rainier (ESH et al.) was the only report received and was at the n. limit of that species Cascade breeding range. Five Palm Warblers were recorded Sept. 27-Nov. 24, an average number. One seen at Auburn, s. of Seattle, Nov. 7 (†JA) furnished the only non- coastal report. Black-and-white Warblers were reported from Portland. Oreg., Aug. 29, (J. Beckman, fide HN), and Poulsbo, Kitsap, Wash., Sept. 17, (J. Carson). This vagrant has now been reported in the Region in 5 of the past 6 years. Two stray N. Waterthrushes were found in s. British Columbia, one Sept. 3 at Vancouver (†JI, BAM) and another at Richmond Sept. 10 (GT). They nest not far up the Fraser R., but 

[image: ]Green-tailed Towhee at Comox, Vancouver I., B.C., Nov. 17., 1984. First for British Columbia. Photo/Tim Zurowski. 

typically migrate E in the fall. A MacGillivray's Warbler at Salem, Oreg., Oct. 22 (BL, fide DF) was the latest noted by a full month. Single Wilson's Warblers in Seattle Nov. 12 & 18 (DBe) and in Victoria Nov. 30 (M & VG) were also very late. The Green-tailed Towhee Nov. 10-30 at Comox, V.I., was British Columbia's first (E. Bowen, ph. TZ, m.ob.). Six Am. Tree Sparrows Oct. 14+ in the Vancouver, B.C., area (fide DK) and one to two at Seattle Oct. 15-Nov. 5 (W. Crill, ER) were more than usual. A Clay-colored Sparrow Aug. 16 at Delta, B.C., provided the sole report of this rare visitor (†BK, J. Grass). Chipping Sparrows were numerous Aug. 24-Sept. 17 only in extreme s. Oregon (OSw, MM) and were scarce as usual northwards. Lark Sparrows likewise were seen in numbers up to 20, Aug. 10-Sept. 30 near Ashland, but only three vagrant individuals were seen to the n.: Sept. 2 at S.J.C.R. (P. Dickenson, fide HN), Sept. 10 in Portland (TBi, fide HNL and Oct. 16 at the Toketee Ranger Station e. of Roseburg (DF). Twenty-one White-throated Sparrows Sept. 22+ was nearly the same total as last year. Reports were concentrated as usual in s. Oregon and s. V.I. Four Harris' Sparrows was one-half last year's total. The first arrived Nov. 10 in N. Saanich, B.C. (TZ, KT, fide VG), the others Nov. 21-23 in Surrey, s. of Vancouver, B.C. OWL and at Portland and Corvallis, Oreg., (D. Mason, fide HN; U. & V. Kiigemagi, fide EE). Snow Buntings were widespread Oct. 26+ with 30± in the Vancouver, B.C. area (fide DK), 10 about Victoria (fide VG), and up to 17 at March Pt., near Anacortes, Wash. (m. ob.). One at Seattle Oct. 29-31 was a local rarity (†DH et al.). Vagrant Bobolinks were noted on the Oregon coast at Coos Bay Sept. 14 (F. & A. Parker, fide AM) and at Yaquina Bay Sept. 23-Oct. 6 (B. & S. Towner et al., fide DF), with two or three initially. Eight Rusty Blackbirds Aug. 30 about Pemberton, B.C., 75 mi n. of Vancouver, were near the s.w. limits of the breeding range for the species (MP et al.). Singles on Fidalgo I., near Anacortes, Wash., Oct. 3 (†FS), at Sea I., s. of Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 28 (BK), and at 3 locations on the Saanich peninsula, VA., Oct. 26+ (m.ob. fide VG) were vagrants. An ad. male "Baltimore" N. Oriole Nov. 24-26 at Victoria provided one of few Regional records for this near species (B. & B. MacDonald, KT, fide VG). A male Brambling Oct. 29-Nov. 4 at Longdale, s. of Sechelt, V.I. (ph. L. Patterson, T. Greenfield) furnished a faint echo of last winter's Siberian invasion. Two Rosy Finches in Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 2 provided an unusual lowland record (GT). Pine Grosbeaks are likewise rare at low elevations w. of the Cascades. One was in Seattle Oct. 16 (E. Smirnov), five were s. of Sequim Oct. 20 (SA), and other singles were near Vancouver, B.C., at Reifel Refuge Oct. 31 (JI, BAM) and in Surrey Nov. 5 (J. Williams). Three Cassin's Finches in Surrey and W. Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 14-20 (†BK, †A. Vikens, †S. Hosie et al.) and at Ashland, Oreg., Nov. 26 (MM) were also suggestive of a hard winter in the offing. Red Crossbills were widely noted as unusually common in the lowlands all fall, and one of the rare White-winged Crossbills was sighted at Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 19 (BK). 

INITIALED CONTRIBUTORS, with Subregional Editors in bold-face -- J. Alegria, D. Anderson, S. Atkinson, D. Bailey, D. Beaudette 
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The Winter Season, 1984-85

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

Although most of the Region received precipitation varying from below normal to very little, most of it fell as snow, which, because of temperatures much below normal, persisted throughout the period. Lakes, ponds and even some rivers were frozen over. This, along with deep snows, caused a dearth of birds in more northerly areas. All in all, it was a severe winter over the Region. Although there were some reports of hardship, mainly among raptors, birds appeared to adapt fairly well. Feeders undoubtedly helped. Mountain snowpack was apparently high, promising ample water for summer. At Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Burns, Oregon, the outlook for spring was for lower water levels, thus avoiding the disruptions to bird life that occurred last year. 

GREBES THROUGH HERONS -- A Horned Grebe appeared on the Snake R. near Grandview, Ida., Feb. 17 (JSM). Single Red-necked Grebes were sighted Feb. 16 at Libby Dam, Lincoln Co., Mont. (D & DH), and on the Snake R. in the Lewiston, Ida.-Clarkston, Wash. vicinity in December and January (MK, LL, CM, OM). The Snake R. also had an Eared Grebe near Clarkston Jan. 9+ (CM, OM). A W. Grebe was at Hagerman, Ida., Jan. 1 (JR). An Am. White Pelican near Klamath Falls, Ore., Feb. 17 was 2-3 weeks early (MH). Six Double-crested Cormorants wintered at Malheur N.W.R.; Twin Falls, Ida. had one Jan. 19 (JR); and two immatures were on the Clearwater R. at Lewiston Jan. 27 & 31 (C.B., PS). The Yakima R. mouth at Richland, Wash., hosted 16 cormorants Feb. 23, as well as a beige-colored "albino" Black-crowned Night-Heron (along with normally-colored birds) Dec. 1 (REW). 

WATERFOWL -- Tundra Swan numbers had built up to 4000 in s. Klamath County, Ore., by Feb. 17. A lone bird at Libby Dam, Libby, Mont., was worthy of note (m. ob.). A count in the S. Thompson R. drainage near Kamloops, B.C., Jan. 13 found 685 Tundra Swans; the same area had 16 Trumpeter Swans Dec. 13 (RH). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., counted 241 adult and 26 imm. Trumpeters Feb. 26 (TM). The Pacific Flyway Winter Waterfowl Survey in the Malheur area recorded 51 Trumpeters; at least two of them were shot near Frenchglen in January. Five of the seven Trumpeters that were at Turn- bull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., last summer had returned (JHH). The Klamath Falls vicinity had a green-collared Trumpeter Dec. 16 (SS). An imm. Snow Goose was on the Snake R. at Lewiston Feb. 9-10 (RN, C.B.), one was with Canadas near Pocatello Feb. 1 (JSh). and one wintered in the Malheur Basin (CDL). Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., had up to 6000 wintering Canada Geese, increasing to 40,000 by Feb. 20 (JRR). The winter survey around Malheur counted 5777 Western and 40 Lesser Canadas. Unusually high numbers of the birds appeared in the Helena, Mont., vicinity (GH), but ice-bound waters apparently kept numbers low elsewhere in that area. Lack of open water forced all waterfowl out of Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., and nearly all out of Turnbull N.W.R. Wintering numbers at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., were also below normal and few were found on the Malheur winter survey. The trout farm near Pocatello, Ida. came up with an Am. Black Duck for Trost's 2nd sighting there. The Helena area had high Mallard numbers despite the freezeup, the birds apparently using the Missouri R. and its tributaries. Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., had up to 15,000 Mallards in January, increasing to 40,000 in February. Single Eur. Wigeons appeared at Boise, Ida., Lower Klamath N.W.R., Kamloops, and Richland. A pair showed up in Pioneer P. in Walla Walla, Wash., in mid-December. The Columbia R. from Wenatchee to Orondo, Wash., had 150 Greater Scaup Dec. 27 and Pateros, Wash., had 22 Feb. 16 (EH). Pend Oreille L., near Hope, Ida. had 35 of the species plus an Oldsquaw Feb. 19 (BW). One of the latter was found on the Powder R., e. of Baker, Ore., Feb. 17 (C & MC). Libby Dam had two White- winged Scoters Dec. 4 (D & DH), one was on the Snake R. at Almota, Wash., Dec. 8 (JP), and a male was sighted at Vantage, Wash., Feb. 18 (EH). Two female Buffleheads were observed in Waterton Lakes N.P., Alta., Dec. 9 (TD, CP). A pair of Red-breasted Mergansers was on the Snake R. near Asotin, Wash., Feb. 4 (B & US), and two males frequented the Link R. at Klamath Falls Feb. 3 (SS). One appeared on the Columbia R. near Orondo Dec. 27 (EH). Three females at Sunnyside Jan. 1-20 were Sieracki's first for the Sandpoint. Ida. area. 

VULTURES THROUGH GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Two Turkey Vultures were reported in the lower Yakima Valley, Wash., Feb. 10 (Y.A.S.) Two Ospreys frequented the vicinity of Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida. (JH). Up to 300 Bald Eagles used the Bear Valley N.W.R. roost s.w. of Klamath Falls in February. Fish killed by turbines at Libby Dam kept at least 56 Bald Eagles there, and 40 at Market Lake W.M.A., Roberts, Ida. possibly were attracted by a fish kill. Their numbers appeared up in the Snake R.-Asotin-Grande Ronde R. area of Asotin Co., Wash. Single Ferruginous Hawks were reported between Irrigon 

Volume 39, Number 2  189

and Boardman, Ore , Jan 6 (BC, C & MC) and at Enterprise, Ore , Feb. 16 (TC, HN), and the Klamath Basin had 4 sightings in December and January (SS). Rough-legged Hawk and Golden Eagle numbers were low in the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Laboratory area, Arco, Ida. because of the jackrabbit population crash (TR). Rough-legged Hawks outnumbered Red-tailed Hawks in the Walla Walla area. The good numbers of both species there were surprising in view of the persistent snow cover. Rough-legged Hawk and N. Harrier numbers were very high at Columbia N.W.R. Numbers of the former species were also high in the Mountain Home and Weiser, Ida., vicinities and in the Klamath Basin. Rough-leggeds wintered in good numbers in the Malheur area but other raptors were relatively scarce there because of food shortages. Raptors brought to the Montana Wildlife Dept. at Helena for nursing were supposedly weakened by lack of food caused by snowy conditions. The cause for abnormal numbers of Red-tailed Hawks and Great Horned Owls found dying at Turnbull N.W.R. is being investigated. Two Peregrine Falcon and 8 Gyrfalcon sightings were reported; one Gyrfalcon was a white-phase bird. The deep snow in more northerly areas forced most of the raptors out. The Wild Turkey flock at Prairie, Ida., numbered 17 in December (KBP), and four birds were sighted s. of Imnaha, Ore. (RA). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH OWLS -- Waterton Lakes N.P., Alta., had a lone Killdeer Dec. 9 (TD, CP). A Greater Yellowlegs frequented a pond near Asotin Dec. 2 (RM), and one found Dec. 17 at a hot spring w. of Malheur likely wintered (JLe, MS). A late Lesser Yellowlegs was along the Malheur R. near Riverside, Ore., Dec. 7 (DP). Up to 10 Dunlins were sighted at the Yakima delta on 2 December dates, and one was there Feb. 23 (REW). A Ring-billed Gull was back at Libby Dam Feb. 27. A few hundred Ring-billed and California, over 100 Herring, and one to two Glaucous-winged gulls wintered around Klamath Falls. An imm. Glaucous Gull was identified Jan. 20 on Pend Oreille L. (BW). Very few Com. Barn-Owls were reported. However, one Common Barn-Owl in a barn near Hamilton Jan. 28 was apparently the first ever for w. Montana (CPo, et al.). Malheur had 3 sightings of single birds. One at Walla Walla was later eaten by a Great Horned Owl. In the Lewiston-Asotin area all Com. Barn-Owl records were of dead ones, mostly piles of feathers and supposedly victims of Great Horned Owls. A bird reported as a Flammulated Owl, mobbed by chickadees and nuthatches, appeared near Newport, Wash., Dec. 5 and Jan. 4 (EJL). A very rare sighting was of a Great Horned Owl of the Arctic race along Hwy 12 w. of Walla Walla (SM et al.). A few Snowy Owls appeared in c Washington and in the Boardman-Irrigon, Ore., areas. The only N. Hawk-Owl reported was one in the Yakima, Wash. area (Y.A.S.). Mountain Home had a Burrowing Owl Jan. 31 (PS). Clarkston's cemetery had a Barred Owl Feb. 10 (C.B.). Single Great Gray Owls were sighted near Vernon and Oliver, B.C. (DR, JM), and near Tetonia and Shoshone, Ida. (CHT, TR, JR). A Short-eared Owl at Windermere, B C., Dec. 16 made a rare sighting (LH), and a pair near Hampton, Ore., was unexpected (TC, CMi). Several emaciated Boreal Owls, either dead or dying, were found in s. interior British Columbia (GD, JW, RH). 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH RAVENS -- An Anna's Hummingbird was seen at Bend, Ore., during January and February (JS, KC) and one was reported at Spokane, Wash. Belted Kingfishers apparently became casualties of the cold winter in s. interior British Columbia for none was seen after December. A White-headed Woodpecker appeared in Walla Walla Dec. 15 (BH) and two were sighted at Idaho City, Ida. Feb. 16 (PG, ES). A N. Flicker of the Yellow-shafted race was sighted at Bigfork, Mont. (TCI). Say's Phoebes were returning in February. One near Union, Ore., Feb. 16 was very early and one the next day at Bend was 10 days ahead of schedule. One had reached Osoyoos, B.C., by Feb. 24. Violet-green Swallows arrived at Okanagan Landing, B.C., Feb. 25, an unusually early date there. Single Blue Jays appeared near Invermere, B.C. (LH); s of Pocatello (CHT); at Mountain Home (KBP); w. of Missoula, Mont. (PM); at Kamiak Butte S.P., Whitman Co., Wash. (JP, C & DG); at Dixie, Wash. (GY, EM); and at Crescent, Ore., for Klamath County's first record (SS). A few Am. Crows wintered in the Libby vicinity and least 300 Com. Ravens frequented the landfill there all winter. Roost site counts of these birds in the Malheur Basin showed at least I363 in early February. 

CHICKADEES THROUGH WARBLERS -- Three or four Boreal Chickadees accompanied Chestnut-backed and Mountain chickadees w of Creston, B.C., Feb. 28 (PRS). Two to three Chestnut-backeds visited feeders regularly in Waterton townsite, Alta. (KG, SL, MDO, m.ob ), and a few showed up for the first time in the Clarkston-Asotin valley, Wash. Juniper slopes near Frenchglen, Ore., yielded a count of 195 Bushtits (CDL). A Canyon Wren at Libby Dam made the latilong's first (WH). The species was noted near Vernon and Okanagan Landing, B.C.; it is unusual at any time in the n. Okanagan (PR). Two Bewick's Wrens were again found at Headgate P., s. of Asotin, Wash. (RN), and Malheur had one (MA). A male W. Bluebird fluttered at a picture window in Oakley Feb. 22 for a rare appearance of the species in s. Idaho (MSp). Two males of the species were sighted on the Snake R. Birds of Prey Natural Area near Murphy, Ida., Feb. 24, for the first record there (JD, JSM). A pair of Mountain Bluebirds was sighted Jan., 12 near Rogersburg, Wash. (PS, OM, MK), and a few wintered at Malheur (CDL). American Robins wintered abundantly in the Walla Walla valley and were common at Spokane. Five wintered at Libby. Large numbers showed up at Mountain Home at the end of January. The Richland-Pasco area had 2 sightings of N. Mockingbirds in December (REW et al.) and one was found at Wawawai, Wash., Dec 8 and Jan. 5 (JP). A Brown Thrasher at Sunriver, Ore., from early December on was the county's first and made e. Oregon's first winter record (BM, DD, TC, CMi). Bohemian Waxwings put in good appearances in e. Washington, s. Idaho, and at Helena. At Twin Falls, Ida, Cedar Waxwing numbers equaled those of Bohemians. A few Logger- head Shrikes wintered in the Malheur Basin but N. Shrikes outnumbered them. European Starlings wintered in the Windermere, B.C. District for the 2nd year. A Townsend's Warbler near Bend, December to mid- February, made the county's first winter record and one of very few for e. Oregon (TC). 

SPARROWS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- An Am Tree Sparrow, a Song Sparrow and a Harris' Sparrow visited a feeder at Canal Flat, B.C., Jan. 13 (LH). An Am. Tree Sparrow near Klamath Falls Dec 16 was noteworthy (SS). Single White-throated Sparrows wintered near Missoula, Mont. (PLW), and at Waterton townsite, Alta. (SL, MDO, m.ob.). Richland had a Golden-crowned Sparrow Dec. 23 (REW). One was at Wawawai Jan. 5 (JP) and at least two appeared at Potlatch, Ida. Feb. 22 (EP, OM). White-crowned Sparrows wintered in numbers at Pateros, Wash.; 97 were banded there (GB). One of this species frequented a Waterton feeder Dec. 20-28 (SL). A very few Harris' Sparrows appeared at Kamloops and Vernon; in the Walla Walla area, at Hermiston, Ore.; at Pocatello; and near Livingston and Missoula, Mont. A Windermere feeder hosted a Dark-eyed Junco Dec. 16 (LH). The only Lapland Longspurs reported were one using a Bend feeder Dec. 2 to mid-January (L & BS, TC) and a few around Klamath Falls (SS) Kamloops reported a flock of 600 Snow Buntings, and Douglas Co , Wash., and Red Rock Lakes noted them as common. Sixty at Malheur was a high number there but few were reported elsewhere. Two Red-winged Blackbirds wintered at a Libby feeder (K.B.C.) and presence of the species at Camas N.W.R., Hamer, Ida. Jan. I2 was unusual (S.R.A.S.). Two Yellow-headed Blackbirds accompanied Red- winged Blackbirds for 2 weeks in late January at Helena (GH). A Rusty Blackbird appeared at a feedlot near Vernon Feb. 9 (PR) and up to four Brown-headed Cowbirds were there through February for the first winter record for the area (JG). A Com. Grackle was sighted near American Falls Dam, s. Ida. about Feb. 28 (DB). 

FINCHES -- Rosy Finches appeared plentiful in the Kamloops vicinity, in Okanogan, Douglas, and Grant counties, Wash., and in the vicinity of Clarkston, but were scarce or absent elsewhere. One at Trail, B.C., was noteworthy (ME). A widespread incursion of Pine Grosbeaks occurred from s. British Columbia as far s. as Malheur and e. through n Idaho and into Montana as far e. as Livingston. Purple Finches were identified in the Walla Walla area (SM, RMo, CH, CS) and two females appeared near Orondo, Wash. (EH). Flocks of Red Crossbills were reported at Pocatello and Walla Walla but elsewhere they were seemingly scarce or absent. White-winged Crossbills staged something of an invasion in the Pocatello area (CHT), Mountain Home reported a male (KBP), and Rexburg, Ida. had a pair (DH). A very few were noted in s British Columbia. 
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Common Redpolls arrived in force but apparently missed extreme n Idaho and n.w. Montana. A flock of 250 was found near Union, Ore., and 2 smaller flocks were near Baker, Ore. Mann Cr., n. of Weiser, Ida. had a flock of 200, and smaller numbers were sighted in the Pocatello, Rexburg, and Idaho Falls areas. Idaho National Engineering Laboratory had about 50 for the 2nd record there (TRe). The species was common in the s. Okanagan. A flock of 400 plus a bonus of three Hoary Redpolls visited Pearrygin L., Winthrop, Wash. (EH). Another Hoary frequented a Spokane feeder with House Finches for several weeks and was photographed at close range (F & JP, BW, m.ob.). Several reports of Hoary Redpolls came from the Kamloops-Vernon areas (RH, H & .IM, JG). Fifty Pine Siskins used a Twin Falls feeder and the birds were abundant at feeders at Malheur. Very few were reported elsewhere. American Goldfinches wintered at feeders at Missoula and Livingston. They were also reported from Walla Walla and from Douglas and Okanogan counties, Wash. Large numbers of Evening Grosbeaks at Walla Walla ran up the bill there for sunflower seeds. Helena had high numbers and they were common at Malheur, but their appearance else- where was spotty and generally unimpressive. 

CORRIGENDUM -- Both Black and Com. Terns were present at American Falls Res., May 3, 1984 (AB 38:938). 

ADDENDA -- An ad. Cooper's Hawk s.e. of Reedpoint, Mont., June 28, 1984 provided the latilong's first summer record (WEH, SC, AS) Two Virginia Rails were sighted near Belgrade, Mont., in June, 1984 (WEH, JL, SC, M.A.S.). A meticulously described and re- searched Temminck's Stint was sighted near Potholes Res., s. of Moses L , Wash., Sept. 1-2, 1981, for North America's 2nd record outside of Alaska (EH, m.ob.). Apologies, Gene, for neglecting this for so long Several Com. Poorwills were calling at Reedpoint June 28, 1984 for the latilong's first (WEH, SC, AS). A male and two female Williamson's Sapsuckers were found at Henrys L., Fremont Co., Ida. June 14, 1984 (WEH). Four Chestnut-backed Chickadees that stayed at Coeur d' Alene, Ida., all summer and fall, 1984, presumably nested there (GHa). Six Bohemian Waxwings found in Kananaskis P.P., Fernie, B.C. strongly suggested breeding there (DFF, R & DL). Two Solitary Vireos were on the Reedpoint Breeding Bird Survey June 20, 1984 for a latilong first (WEH, SSc, AS, SC). A singing male Blackburnian Warbler, first for the latilong and 7th for Montana, was discovered at Kirk Hill Nature Area s. of Bozeman June 28, 1984 (WEH, SC, AS). Three singing Baird's Sparrows n. of Big Timber, Mont., June 20, 1984 made latilong firsts (WEH, SSc). 
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The Winter Season, 1984-85

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

The entire season was both colder and much drier than usual. The Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, B.C., weather stations averaged 2.7° below normal for the three months. December in Vancouver, B.C., was the coldest on record. January rainfall at the three stations was only 10% of the long-term averages. Cold and dry is so much more pleasant than cold and rainy that actually the winter seemed milder. Exceptions to this were the continuous below-freezing temperatures in Seattle through all daylight hours of December 17-20, December 30-January 1, and February 4, and in Portland through December 18-20. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- C.B.C. = Christmas Bird Count; V.I. = Vancouver Island, British Columbia.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- The 13+ Yellow-billed Loons reported was about the same number as last year, and was distinctly more than the average of the preceding 7 winters. One was s. to Siletz Bay, Ore., Feb. 3-4 (JE, BB), and it or another was seen on nearby Yaquina Bay Feb. 17-23 (fide HN, EE). All others were in the Puget Sound-Victoria-Vancouver, B.C., area, and were spread through the season. A count of 415 Pied-billed Grebes on Devil's L., Lincoln City, Ore., in late December was a very large concentration (PP). A light-phase W. Grebe at Pony Slough, Ore., Dec. 12 (P. Sullivan) furnished the first Coos County record of this form, and the only report this winter. A N. Fulmar in Port Angeles, Wash., harbor Jan. 8 (SS), 10 dark shearwaters, either Sooty or Short-tailed, Dec. 28 from the ferry between Port Angeles and Victoria (JS, CH), and a dark shearwater off the Ocean Shores, Wash., jetty Jan. 4 (G & WH) provided the usual few procellariiform reports. Single Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels seen Dec. 28 near Florence, Ore. (†SH, M. Hunter), and Feb. 28 at Newport, Ore. (fide BB) were most unusual, and presaged a much more extensive onshore movement in early March. Cattle Egret numbers dropped steadily through early December. The below-freezing temperatures of Dec. 17-19 marked the latest observations on southern V.I. and in Bellingham, Wash. (fide VG, TW). Surprisingly, there were no reports from mainland British Columbia (fide DK). A Green-backed Heron was found n. to Pitt L., B.C., Dec. 23 (DP, B. & L. Feltner). Two Black-crowned Night-Herons wintered again at Reifel Ref., near Vancouver, B.C. (DK, BK et al.). Likewise, two wintered on the Skagit flats, Wash. (WWi, E. Smirnov). Larger wintering groups were noted farther s. at Portland, Salem, Newport, Roseburg, and Medford, Ore. 

WATERFOWL -- An aerial survey Jan. 10 of Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash., found 1300 Tundra Swans (TW). Other high counts during January were 907 at Halsey, Linn Co., Ore., and 397 at the Eugene, Ore., airport (both D. MacManiman, B. Ross, fide EE), and 565 on the Skagit flats (WWi et al.). A "Bewick's" Tundra Swan was found Dec. 9-21 near Bellingham (J. Duemmel, GG, TW--sketch of bill pattern), for one of very few records for Washington. Groups of several dozen Trumpeter Swans were widely scattered from s.w. British Columbia and V.I., as usual, through to n. Oregon, where they have only recently been found. Twenty Greater White-fronted Geese near Corvallis Dec. 16 (fide BB) was the largest flock reported. Groups of one to five were spread through all reporting areas. One of our wandering escapee Barnacle Geese spent January on Chambers L. in Olympia, Wash. (fide T. Bock), and another visited several sites in the Willamette Valley of Oregon (R. Gerig, EE et al.). "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal were found on Lulu I. and the Serpentine Fen, B.C., Saanich and N. Saanich, V.I., and Seattle and Vancouver L., Wash. Hybrids with both a vertical and a horizontal white stripe were noted in Saanich, V.I. (DFr) and in Eugene, Ore. (†SH). In addition to the resident population of Am. Black Ducks at Everett, Wash., scattered individuals were found in Victoria and Saanich, V.I., Burnaby and Delta, B.C., and as far away as Eugene, Ore., Dec. 25 (DFi, TL). A hybrid male Am. Black Duck x Mallard was observed Dec. 23 on Westham I., B.C. (†WWe, BK). The 420 Gadwalls on Devil's L., Lincoln City, was a large concentration for coastal Oregon (PP). Eurasian Wigeon were noted in almost every wigeon flock examined, and at least four hybrid Am. x Eur. Wigeon were reported. Other waterfowl hybrids reported included a male N. Pintail x Mallard Dec. 23, at Reifel Ref., B.C., (†BK. WWe), and a probable Hooded Merganser x Com. Goldeneye male Dec. 30 and Jan. 1 at Blackie Spit, s. of Vancouver, B.C. (†BK, RP). The imm. male Tufted Duck seen Nov. 17-Dec. 2 in C. Saanich was the first for V.I. since 1973 (AM, TZ, M. Shepard). The female found at Stanley P., Vancouver, B.C., in November was joined by at least one more female Jan. 20 (†BK) and one was seen there to the end of the period. In mid-December a male Tufted Duck appeared on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., where one was found last year (R. Widrig). The male King Eider found in Vancouver, B.C., last fall spent the winter in the area, mostly on Deep Cove, N. Vancouver (†MP et al.). 

[image: ]Subadult male King Eider at Deep Cove, Vancouver, B.C., Feb. 20, 1985. Photo/Paul Yorke. 

VULTURES THROUGH CRANES -- Two Turkey Vultures spent the winter again at Corvallis, Ore. (fide EE). First arrivals were noted Feb. 22 on Lopez I., Wash. (W. Beecher), and Feb. 28 on southern V.I. (G. Davidson). The count of 31+ Black-shouldered Kites in w. Oregon this winter was roughly the same as the last few years. Current expansion of the species is apparently taking place in Washington, with 11 birds reported this season from 7 localities. However, only the pair found last fall around a large meadow on the shores of Gray’s Harbor, w. of Hoquiam, was reported regularly through the season. Single Red- shouldered Hawks were noted Jan. 1 along the New R., Curry Co. (JR), and Feb. 18 at Bandon (E.G. White-swift), at the n. edge of the range of this species in s. Oregon. One "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk Dec. 13 on the Lummi flats, w. of Bellingham, Wash., was the only report (K. 
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Brunner). Rough-legged Hawks were considered to be generally more numerous than usual (TW, DP, HN). There are at present no regularly censused transects other than the C.B.C.s. to provide more quantitative assessment of raptor populations. There were a welcome 3 times as many Peregrine Falcon sightings on southern V.I. this season as in recent years (VG). Other reporting areas for which there are consistent histories of sightings indicated about normal numbers. There were 10+ Gyrfalcon sightings, slightly more than in the past 2 years, with six of these found regularly through the season at favored locations in n.w. Washington and southern V.I. (TW, VG). About one-half dozen Prairie Falcons were noted in w. Oregon, with none found n. of the Columbia R. This is the normal winter distribution of large falcons in our area. The count of 156 California Quail on the Victoria C.B.C. indicated that the population is holding on there following a sharp decline several years ago. The 14 Virginia Rails in Victoria Dec. 15 (C.B.C.) and in Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 16 (C.B.C.) were both high counts, but these censuses preceded the severe weather of late December. At the Montlake fill on the U.W. campus in Seattle the one-half dozen Virginia Rails survived the freeze well, and were singing by late February (ER). Single Soras were seen Dec. 16 on Sea I., near Vancouver, B.C. (†H. & J. MacKenzie), and heard Dec. 30 at the Montlake fill in Seattle (K. Aanerud). Two Sandhill Cranes were unusual in Delta, B.C., Dec. 23 (†M. Schouten et al.) and about 90 wintered on Sauvie I., Ore. (HN), and adjacent Batchelor I. (TW). Heavy migration of Sandhill Cranes up the Willamette Valley was noted Feb. 28 (VT, R. Smith). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH GULLS -- Three Snowy Plovers lingered at Ft. Stevens S.P., n.w. Oregon, to Dec. 19 (S. Jaggers). A flock of 15 Willets, 75 Marbled Godwits and three Long-billed Curlews was present Jan. 17 at their regular wintering area on the mouth of the North R., w. of Raymond, Wash. (G & WH). Single Willets also wintered at Yaquina Bay, Ore. (fide HN). and on Ediz Hook. Port Angeles, Wash. (MC, D & SS). Two Wandering Tattlers (J. Olsen) and a Red Knot (DFi et al.) were late at Tillamook. Ore., Dec. 15 and furnished the only reports of those species. Five Spotted Sandpipers found on southern V.I. (VG et al.) and three in the Vancouver, B.C., area (WWe, MF et al.) were near the n. limit of the wintering range of this species. Single Ruddy Turnstones, rare here in winter, were at the Tsawwassen jetty, Delta, B.C., Dec. 23 (†BS), at Metchosin, V.I., Dec. 27, (WC, G. Davidson), and at the mouth of the Capilano R., N. Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 27 (BS). The only W. Sandpiper reported in B.C. was with the Dunlin on the Iona I. ponds throughout the season (BK, MP et al.). Small groups of up to 39 Long-billed Dowitchers were widely reported during December. Thereafter, only six Feb. 9 at Finley N.W.R., Ore., (D. Hall, B. Orr), and five Feb. 25, on Reifel I., Delta, B.C. (BK. J. Hudson) were noted. Reports of Black-bellied Plovers, Greater Yellow- legs, and Dunlin indicated that these species wintered in the Region in their normal numbers.. This was most likely a lingering fall migrant Parasitic Jaeger, particularly at this location far from the open ocean. A Franklin's Gull, Dec. 12 near Salem, Ore., (J. Corbett, T. DeSousa, fide BB), and another in first-winter plumage, Feb. 14-16 at Sauvie I., Ore. (B. O'Brien, C. Miller, fide HN) were unusual winter visitors. An ad. Little Gull noted Dec. 16 on American L., Tacoma, Wash. (†CC, N. Chappell), but gone the next day, furnished a late fall record of this rare but regular species. Bonaparte's Gulls apparently withdrew from Canadian waters after Dec. 28, with the first returnees noted Feb. 10-12 at River Jordan, on the w. coast of V.I. (B. Hay, M & VG). The 65-100 California Gulls found Jan. 5-Feb. 3 at Trout L., Vancouver, B.C. (BK), and the 73 found Jan. 6 at John Hendry P., Vancouver, B.C. (MF), were high counts for this uncommon wintering species. The 2000+ Thayer's Gulls Dec. 1, at the Hartland Ave. landfill, Highland Land District, southern V.I., was the high count IBr this species (KT. TZ. CH). One thousand Thayer's were in Victoria Dec. 15 (C.B.C.) and counts of 200 were made at Iona I. and the Richmond landfill, both near Vancouver, B.C., during the winter (MP, MF). Certainly owing to, in some degree, a more dedicated searching of this regular concentration of Thayer's Gulls, observers at Iona I. found several "Kumlien's" Iceland Gulls. Adults were observed them Nov. 
[image: ]
First-winter Iceland Gull on southern Vancouver Island. B.C., Feb. 10. 1985. Photo/Tim Zurowski. 

[image: ]
Adult (Kumlien's) Iceland Gull at 1ona I., near Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 12, 1984. Photo/Mike Force. 

[image: ]First-winter Iceland Gull (with adult Glaucous-winged Gull) on southern Vancouver Island. B.C., Dec. 23, 1984. Photo/Bruce Whittington. 

9-Dec. 24 (†MF ph., †BK et al.). From the pattern of gray on the wingtips and degree of streaking on head and neck, as many as five different birds were believed to have been present (MF, ms, in prep.). A first-winter "Kumlien's" was found Dec. 23 (†KT, †BrW, ph.) and Feb. 10 (KT, R. Williams, TZ, ph.) at the Hartland Ave. landfill for the first record for V.I. Another first-winter bird was seen Jan. 4 on Trout L., Vancouver, B.C. (†BK, MF). About 29 Glaucous Gulls, a usual number, were reported from throughout the Region. Seven of these--an adult, three first-year, and three second-year--were seen Feb. 23 at the Richmond landfill, B.C. (MF, BK). Single, and probably separate ad. Sabine's Gulls were seen Feb. 11 & 12 in strong winds at River Jordan, Clover Pt., and Sooke Bay, V.I. (VG, KT). 

ALCIDS THROUGH OWLS -- The 232 Marbled Murrelets around Victoria Dec. 15 (C.B.C.) provided the highest count there since 1965. The high count for the season of Ancient Murrelets was 130 seen Dec. 7 
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from a boat off Coos County, Ore (M. Graybill) This continued the trend noticed last fall of lower-than-usual numbers reported for this species. Eleven Ancients were still off Cattle Pt., San Juan I., Feb. 17 (BaW). Monk Parakeets were reported only from Portland, where 11 returned (from parts unknown) Jan. 28 and began nest-building near the airport (D. Anderson). In recent years the Christmas Bird Count at Ladner, B.C., has tallied the high count of Snowy Owls for the Region. This year's total there of 40 was the highest since a count of 107 on Dec. 22, 1973. Four of the 11 Snowies reported from Oregon were at the S. jetty of the Columbia R., Jan 2+ (fide HN), and singles were s. to Salem, Eugene, and Medford (fide, DFi). Numbers began thinning during February. Seven were on the Catala spit at Ocean Shores Jan. 28 (MC), and only three were there Feb 16 (BaW). The N. Hawk-Owl found Nov. 25 at Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver, B.C., stayed to at least Mar. 1 (fide DK). Eleven N. Pygmy-Owls were located on 4 Vancouver-area C.B.C.s, three were seen repeatedly in N. Vancouver through January and February (A. Thomas, P. Cortez, MF et al.), and there were 3 reports each from Washington and Oregon. This was somewhat more than usual, but reflected the typical winter distribution in this Region. Five Burrowing Owls, a normal number, were found this season in the Willamette Valley of Oregon (fide EE). Also as usual, single Barred Owls were noted in Victoria, Saanich, and E. Sooke Regional P., V.I., in Sechelt and N. Vancouver, B.C., and in Seattle and Mercer I., Wash. The only Long-eared Owl report, a rare wintering species, was of one at Pitt Meadows, B.C., Jan. 20 (MF et al.). At least 10 Great Gray Owls invaded the Region. As there were only 4 previous records for the Vancouver, B.C., area (fide DK), only 2 previous unconfirmed reports for V.I. (fide VG), and no confirmed records for w. Washington since 1974, some detail is in order. The first of six in the Vancouver, B.C., area was located Nov. 11 n. of Squamish (K McGregor, D. Dunbar, ph.). Two road-kills were found at Chilliwack Dec. 7 and Jan. 14 (fide D. Wilson, *B.C. Prov. Mus.). One was found shot near Sedro Woolley, Wash., Dec. 9 (*Burke Mus., Univ. Wash.) and another road-killed was found at Pitt Meadows Jan. 13 (T Burgess). Individuals were sighted Jan. 1 in Jericho P., Vancouver, B.C. (G. Chalmers, MF et al., ph. C. Siddle), Jan. 4-11 near Bellingham, Wash. (ph. P. DeBruyn), Jan. 19+ on the campus of Simon Fraser Univ., Burnaby (DK et al., ph. E. Sian), Feb. 12+ in Saanich, V.I. (G. Calvert et al.. ph. TZ), and Feb. 13-18 near Monroe, Wash (D. Nelson, †SA et al.. ph. B. Reichert). 

POORWILLS TO RAVENS -- A very late Com. Poorwill was found dead Nov. 21 along the New R., Ore., for only the 2nd Curry County record (JR, CO). Anna's Hummingbirds were widely reported from urban areas in their usual or somewhat increased numbers. A Costa's Hummingbird was observed Dec. 19-28 in Newport, Ore., for the 13th record for that state (†A & KC). A "Red-naped" Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was noted Dec. 26 in N. Saanich, V.I., where one wintered last year (B. Holt). The wintering status of this form in the Region is still unclear. Surprisingly, the freeze this December did not result in large numbers of sightings of Red- breasted Sapsuckers in the lowlands. The numerous reports on southern V.I. were spread evenly throughout the season. Not only are actual winter records of the resident Three-toed Woodpecker very few, due to the difficulty of access to appropriate habitat, but the species is very rare in the Olympic Mts. Thus the sighting of a female Three-toed Jan. 21 on Hurricane Ridge in the Olympics was welcome (MC). Several Black Phoebes wintered as usual near Medford, Ore., and, for the 4th consecutive winter, one spent the season farther n. at Roseburg (fide DFi). A Say's Phoebe found Jan. 13-Feb. 9 at Philomath, near Corvallis, Ore. (R. & J. Krabbe, VS) was n. of the usual wintering grounds, and could well have been a very early migrant. Counts of 65-90+ Eur. Skylarks were made in the fields of C. Saanich, V.I., during December (DS). The first Tree Swallows noted were not until Feb. 17 near Corvallis, Ore (VS), and Feb. 18 at Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash. (T. McAllister). Reports were widespread by Feb. 23-26. A single Violet-green Swallow had ventured n. to L. Steilacoom, near Tacoma, Wash., Jan. 15 (G. Ramsay). Otherwise, the first arrival date for both V.I. and the Vancouver, B.C., area was Feb. 23 (DS; MF et al.), and the species was widespread by Feb. 26-28. A single Barn Swallow Dec. 2-3 in Delta, B.C. (BK, RP), was an exception to the generally early departure of last fall. Could Scrub Jays really be extending their range N? There are available oak groves n. of the Columbia R. valley. Two Scrub Jays were in Tacoma Dec. 15 (C.B.C.) and another was seen in Sequim, Wash , along the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Dec. 17 and Jan. 13 (A. Campbell, SA), and was reported to have been present there since March 1984. The Blue Jay found on Sauvie I., Ore., last fall was seen there irregularly all winter (D. Poppe, m. ob.). The high count of 210 Com. Ravens on the Victoria C. B.C. was at least coincident with this season's influx of other large n. species. 

CHICKADEES THROUGH WARBLERS -- Three Mountain Chickadees, all in the Vancouver, B.C., area, and scattered through the season, furnished the only reports. Thus this occasionally-irruptive species did not join the general movement in this area. Numbers of wintering Marsh Wrens were considered higher than usual around Tacoma (CC), and the Victoria C.B.C. had an all-time high count. A group of W. Bluebirds made a rare wintering attempt in Metchosin Land District, V.I., near a breeding location for this species. Twelve or more were present Dec. 1, five Dec. 24, and three Feb. 14, which is just before the normal arrival for migrants (A. Barber, M & VG). Varied Thrushes were reported to be much more numerous than usual around Coos Bay, Ore. (L. Thornburgh), and Olympia, Bellingham, and San Juan I , Wash. (G & WH, TW, DP), but were "mostly in small numbers" on southern V.I. (VG) and were uncommented on elsewhere. Single N Mockingbirds spent the winter in 2 areas of Portland (VT, J. Gilligan, R. Hatcher) and in Salem (C. Puchy), and were also reported from Albany, Eugene, and Medford. Another was near Stanwood, Wash., Jan. 20-Mar. 3 (m. ob.). The first-year wagtail found last winter at Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., has been identified from excellent photographs taken April 26, 1984 (MC), as a female White Wagtail (DP). The bird continued to molt in late April and the photographs and a May 5 description (T. Weir) indicate a completely black chin and throat. As well as can be determined from the literature and from surveys of specimens in several museums (DP), this feature rules out the Black-backed Wagtail. The area was searched this winter several times, but the bird apparently did not return. Sightings of groups of up to 65 Bohemian Waxwings, an irregular winter visitor, were noted in the Vancouver, B.C., area throughout the season (fide DK). Elsewhere, 45 Bohemians were on Anderson I., near Tacoma, Dec. 15, 10 were in Bellingham Dec. 31 (TW), and 10 were in N. Saanich Jan. 5-14 (KT et al. ph. TZ). Northern Shrikes were "unusually abundant" on southern V.I. (VG), with an all-time high count for the Victoria C. B.C., and it was "one of the better years" for the species in w. Oregon (HN). Shrikes were reported in usual numbers elsewhere, except that "very few were present this winter" near Bellingham, Wash. (TW). Single Orange-crowned Warblers were found n. to Saxe Pt. Park, Esquimalt, V.I., Dec. 15 (M & VG), and Lulu I., near Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 23 (†C. Butt). In Eugene, Ore., seven were found Dec. 30 (C.B.C.), and D. Fix believed that four others were missed. A very late Nashville Warbler was at Ocean Shores, Wash., Dec. 5 (JS, BH) and another was in Tillamook, Ore., Dec. 15 (DFi et al.). Single Palm Warblers were found at Ocean Shores, Tillamook, and Coos Bay, as usual, during December. Also single Palms appeared Jan. 5 at the mouth of the Elk R., Curry Co., Ore. (JR, CO), and Feb. 11-26 on Puget I., up the Columbia R. near Cathlamet, Wash. (†A. Richards et al.). A male Com. Yellowthroat seen Dec. 2 at Pitt Meadows (†WWe) furnished the 5th winter record for British Columbia, and one found Dec. 16 at the N jetty of the Columbia R. (DI, J. Hewkin) provided the 3rd winter record for Washington. Two Com. Yellowthroats were still at Fern Ridge Res. near Eugene, Dec. 13 (DFi, SH, TL), and a Wilson's Warbler was late at Corvallis Dec. 19 (A & KC). 

TOWHEES THROUGH FINCHES -- The Green-tailed Towhee discovered Nov. 10 in Comox, V.I. for the first record for British Columbia, was still present at the end of the period (Mrs. E. Bowen, m. ob.). Three Vesper Sparrows at the Wedderburn sewage ponds, Curry Co., Ore., were well n. of their usual wintering range (JR, CO). The Lark Sparrow found at a feeder in Saanich, V.I., Nov. 21-Dec. 3 
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provided the 7th record for southern V.I. (WC). At least two of the Savannah Sparrows found during December in C. Saanich were seen again in January (AM, BrW, R. Satterfield). A Swamp Sparrow resided at Ocean Shores, Wash., Dec. 15-Feb. 8 for the 10th record for Washington (T. Schooley, R. Thorne et al., ph. JS). Another Swamp Sparrow, one of several reported in Oregon this winter, spent the season on Sauvie I. (HN et al.). Seven sightings of White-throated Sparrows n. of the Columbia R. were somewhat fewer than usual, and only one of these, at a N. Seattle feeder, was seen repeatedly through the season (H. Atkins, m. ob.). Each of the 14 White-crowned Sparrows netted Jan. 3 at Auburn, near Seattle, was of the race gambelii, the typical wintering form for Washington (†PM). However, an ad. pugetensis, the local breeding subspecies was seen side by side with ad. gambelii Jan. 5 farther s. near Vancouver L., Clark Co., Wash. (TPM). Only nine Harris' Sparrows were reported, spread throughout the Region. This was down from the totals of the last 2 winters. A male Yellow-headed Blackbird seen Dec. 31 in Portland (R. Fergus), a female Jan. 26 near Stanwood, Wash. (B. Anderson et al.), and a female Feb. 17 on Sauvie I., Ore. (D. Bailey) furnished the only reports of this uncommon winter visitor. An ad. male N. Oriole, a rare winter visitor, was seen Jan. 6 in Roseburg, Ore. (F. & A. Parker). A flock of about 15 "Hepburn's" Rosy Finches spent the season again at the summit of 4097' Mary’s Peak s.w. of Corvallis, Ore. (J. & K. Fairchild, DFi). Elsewhere individuals appeared briefly at feeders in N. Vancouver, B.C., Olympia, Wash., and Cottage Grove, Ore. Small flocks of six Pine Grosbeaks s.w. of Olympia Dec. 9 & 18 (JS, J. Thomas) and in Bellevue, Wash., Jan. 9 (BM) were all that materialized of a hoped-for incursion. Much closer to known nesting areas, two Pine Grosbeaks were seen Dec. 16 along Mt. Highway, N. Vancouver (M. Daly) and three Feb. 11 on Mt. Washington, n.w. of Courtenay, V.I. (fide DFr). Scattered flocks of up to 40 Red Crossbills were widely reported through mid-January. Thereafter the largest group encountered was of eight birds. The only documented White-winged Crossbill noted was a lone individual in Kent, Wash., Dec. 30 (†EH, BM) for only the 2nd King County record. Exclusive of the C.B.C.s, there were 10 reports of one to 30 Com. Redpolls in the Vancouver, B.C., area spread throughout the season. Elsewhere, a very few appeared in w. Washing- ton, mostly at feeders, Dec. 16-Jan. 5. Small flocks of up to 50 Evening Grosbeaks were reported throughout the Region and throughout the season. 

INITIALED OBSERVERS (Subregional editors in boldface) -- Scott Atkinson, Barb Bellin, Wayne Campbell, Mike Carmody, Chris Chappell, Angie & Kevin Cromack, Elzy Eltzroth, Joe Evanich, David Fix (DFi), Mike Force, Dave Fraser (DFr), Margaret & Vie Goodwill, Charles Harper, Bill Harrington-Tweit, Steve Heinl, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Dave Irons, Brian Kautesk, Doug Kragh, Tom Lund, Alan MacLeod, Brien Meilleur, Harry Nehls, Carrie Osborne, Dennis Paulson, Roy Phillips, Phil Pickering, Michael Price, Ellen Ratoosh, Jim Rogers, Brian Self, Jeff Skriletz, Dory & Stan Smith, Virginia Stanton, David Stirling, Keith Taylor, Verta Teale, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber (WWe), Bart Whelton (BaW), Bruce Whittington (BrW), Wally Wilkins (WWi), Tim Zurowski.


Spring Migration, 1985

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers

The spring season in the Region was one of the driest on record. Partly compensating for this was a cool March in most localities, delaying snow melt and evaporation. An exception was the Salmon, Idaho, area, which had an early spring and many record-early arrivals. Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burns, Oregon, had more normal precipitation and appeared to be avoiding the disastrous flooding of 1984. April and May were warmer than normal in most areas. Highlights of the season included the big increase in numbers of Black-necked Stilts and their appearance in unusual localities, and the many Rose-breasted Grosbeak sightings. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- I.N.E.L. = Idaho Nat'l Engineering Laboratory site, w. of Idaho Falls; Malheur (unmodified) = Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Ref., Bums. Ore. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Migrating Com. Loons numbered 21 on Dickey L., n.e. Lincoln, Mont., May 1. A trip into n. Idaho to look for this species found only 11, none breeding (CHT). Elsewhere in Idaho Redfish L., Custer, had two (HR), and Mountain Home Res., one (KBP). Two at Malheur and three at Malheur Res., Malheur, Ore., were locally rare (GMC). Red- necked Grebes reached a peak of 43 on Pend Oreille L. at Sunnyside, Ida. (PRS). The species' numbers were down at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. with only one known breeding pair (RD). Two were sighted at Henrys L., Fremont, Ida., May 21 (JMS) and one on the Snake R. at Lewiston, Ida. was unusual (LL, MK). A W. Grebe, "Clark's" form, was observed at Malheur Apr. 7 (M & AA). Large numbers of Am. White Pelicans were at Malheur in May but no breeding was noted. At Nicola L. n.e. of Merritt, B.C., 51 were counted Apr. 14 (JG). Much less expected was one at Wilmer, B.C., for the first sighting since 1972 (LH), also three on Pend Oreille L. at the Pack R. delta Apr. 16 (PRS), four at Lewiston Mar. 10 (JP), and 35 at the Walla Walla R. mouth, Wallula, Wash., Apr. 12 (DHe). About 650 pairs of Double- crested Cormorants were nesting in the Harney Basin around and at Malheur, down from last year's record number. The species had 70 active nests at Camas N.W.R., Hamer, Ida. Two were on the Snake R. near Weiser, Ida., Apr. 10 (GMC), and sightings of one on the I.N.E.L. (TDR), two at Lewiston (RN), and an unspecified number at Umatilla N.W.R., Umatilla, Ore. (B.M.A.S.) were noteworthy. Eight pairs of Am. Bitterns were present into the breeding season at Kootenai N.W.R., compared to only one or two birds in previous years. One or two pairs of Great Egrets were again nesting at Mud Lake W.M.A., Jefferson, Ida. and one was sighted at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., Apr. 30 (BH). Nesting pairs of the species at Malheur were expected to top the record high of 1984. A Great Egret, extremely rare in Deschutes, Ore., appeared at Sunriver Apr. 4 (TC, DD, CM). Camas N.W.R. had 28 active nests of Snowy Egrets. Rupert, Ida. had two Cattle Egrets (WHS) and one was sighted near Camas N.W.R. (DH). Snowy Egret and Black-crowned Night-Heron numbers were down in the Pocatello, Ida. area (CHT). Camas N.W.R. reported a Green-backed Heron. Malheur saw the development of a new nesting colony of about 200 pairs of White-faced Ibises in the Blitzen Valley. A flock of 19 was observed flying over Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., May 11 for the latilong's first record (DB, ER), and one bird appeared w. of Richland, Wash., May 18 (REW). Metcalf 
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N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont, had one May 16 (PLW) and a single bird was sighted at Knutsford, B.C., May 22 & 31 (EE). 

WATERFOWL -- The largest concentration of Tundra Swans was of 3000 at Calispell L., Usk, Wash. A shallow pond near Fortine, Mont., attracted up to 144, unusually high for that area, and Kootenai N.W.R. had a peak of 330, more than double last year's high. The May 22 aerial survey of the Centennial Valley in s.w. Montana revealed 109 Trumpeter Swans in Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. and 84 elsewhere in the valley (TM). In the Harney Basin 15 pairs were present but only 5 pairs were known to be nesting. Three swans on the Columbia R. at Wenatchee, Wash., were thought to be Trumpeters (Re). Greater White-fronted Geese peaked at a phenomenal 320 at Kootenai N.W.R., and Brownlee Res., Baker, Ore., had an un- usual sighting of nine (GMC). Two appeared at Creston, B.C. (GD, LV) and at Springfield Bottoms near Springfield, Ida. (CHT). Wallula, Wash., had one (BH). Several thousand Snow Geese were on the Snake R., Malheur, Ore., in early April. A few blue-phase birds were with Snow Geese at Malheur. Large flocks of Ross' Geese (including two blue-phase individuals) visited the Harney Basin and one Ross' was at Vernon, B.C., Apr. 15-May I (MC, m.ob.). A Brant at Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, Mont., May 7 & 9 was the latilong's first (SS, m.ob.). A Barnacle Goose, assumed to be an escape, was observed Apr. 15 with Greater White-fronted and "Cackling" geese at Lower Klamath N W.R., Klamath, Ore. (MR). At least 15 "Cackling" Geese appeared in a field near Spangle, Wash. (AP, S.A.S.). Canada Goose numbers reached 5000 at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. Peak numbers at Kootenai N.W.R. were 1600–the usual is 200-300. Canadas nested late at Malheur and suffered high predation losses. Twelve Cackling Geese were at Burns, Ore., Mar. 27 (M & AA). A Green-winged Teal of the crecca group was identified near Walla Walla Apr. 8 (BH, m. ob.). A very few Eur. Wigeons appeared, scattered through every state and province (except Alberta) in the Region. A carefully-described male Red-crested Pochard near Colville, Wash., Mar. 30-31 was likely an escape (TS, DHu). Columbia N.W.R. had up to 300 Canvasbacks and Helena Valley Res. had 80-90, high for that area (GH). Greater Scaup were reported on the Columbia R. near Umatilla (B.M.A.S.), and a pair on Mountain Home Res., Ida., was very unusual there (KBP). Two Oldsquaws appeared at Savona, B.C., Apr. 28 (BC), two were at Vernon Mar. 19 (TH), and one was at Sunriver, Ore., May 5 (CM). In Idaho a female was spotted at Palisades Res., Bonneville, in late April (ACr), and a male was at Brundage Res. near McCall May 28 (CHT). A female Red-breasted Merganser appeared at the delta near Clark Fork, Ida., May 20 for a rare sighting (PRS). 

HAWKS THROUGH CRANES -- A Black-shouldered Kite was sighted near Merrill, Ore., Mar. 15 (MR). Five active Bald Eagle nests were found in Boundary, Ida. (PRS, SHS). The species reached a peak of 151 on roost counts in late March in the Harney Basin. The number of successful nesting pairs of Gold- en Eagles in the Basin remained low, due to low jackrabbit numbers. Total falcon sightings were: Merlin four, Peregrine Falcon three, Gyrfalcon two, and Prairie Falcon six. Sage Grouse numbered 58 at Yakima Firing Range, Wash., but the population s. of Creston, Wash., may have been wiped out by the intentional burning of their sagebrush habitat; none was found there on a visit Apr. 6 (BW). Wild Turkeys were sighted m fields along Wenas Cr., n.w. of Yakima; 17 were seen at Armstrong, B.C. (JG), and five at Creston, B.C. (GD, LV). Scaled Quail were reported near McAdam, Wash. (SA, FS). Toppenish N.W.R., Yakima, yielded four Virginia Rails and the Yakima area one (Y.A.S.). A Com. Moorhen was identified at Camas N.W.R., May 30; this would be Idaho's 2nd record (refuge personnel). The Whooping Crane flock that has been built up at Grays L. in s.e. Idaho by placing eggs in Sandhill Crane nests now numbers about 30. Eight returned to Grays L. from their New Mexico wintering grounds during the period and others were summering in scattered localities in that area. Twenty-three Whooping Crane eggs were placed in Sandhill nests at Grays L. in late May (ECB). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS -- A Black-bellied Plover was at Springfield Bottoms Apr. 28 and a Snowy Plover was sighted there Apr. 18 (JMS). Another showed up at Malheur May 1. Up to eight Semipalmated Plovers appeared at Springfield Bottoms (JMS). Singles of the species appeared at the I.N.E.L., Apr. 26 (TDR), at Pend Oreille L. (CHT), at Burns (M & AA), at McNary N.W.R. (DHe, ref. pers.), and at Vernon (MC) Up to 36 Black-necked Stilts were sighted in the N. Potholes s.w. of Moses Lake, Wash. (RK, BH, Y.A.S., DP) and they were "locally common" in the Frenchman Hills area to the w. (ML, DE). Up to 21 were noted at McNary N.W.R. (LRM, DHe, BH), and the Yakima R. delta at Richland, Wash., had 16 for the 2nd record there (PEW et al.). Eight appeared at Bend, Ore. (TC, CM), and in Montana single birds showed up at Frenchtown and Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville (PLW). Two rare sightings of Am. Avocets in the Vernon area were obtained (PR, P & PM) A Solitary Sandpiper appeared near Cle Elum, Wash., where the species is rare (TS). Single Willets, very rare in interior British Columbia, were seen at Osoyoos May 4 (RC) and Knutsford May 23-24 (JG). The species also appeared at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (TM). A few Upland Sandpipers had returned to Bear Valley near Seneca, Ore. (AC), as had a few to their nesting grounds in the Spokane Valley. Malheur had a rare visit from a Ruddy Turnstone May 16 (ref. pers.). A Pectoral Sandpiper was at Walla Walla Apr. 23-25 (BH). The N. Potholes had two molting Dunlins Apr. 14 (DP, LF), and a few passed through Springfield Bottoms (JMS, CHT). Five Short-billed Dowitchers appeared at Malheur for a rare sighting (MA). Short-billeds were also sighted at McNary N.W.R. (SM), and at W. Medical L, Spokane, Wash. (BW). Two Long-tailed Jaegers appeared at the Walla Walla R mouth Apr. 26 (DFS et al.). Two Franklin's Gulls visited Metcalf N.W.R. for an unusual record (PLW). Kelowna, B.C., had a Franklin's Gull May 26 (MC et al.) and a Thayer's Gull Mar 9 (PR). A Bonaparte's Gull was at Malheur May 27 (M & AA) and four appeared at Mountain Home Res., May 17 (KBP). Wallula had a Mew Gull Apr. 2 (DFS, BH). A Ring-billed Gull near Leadore, Ida., Mar. 21 established a latilong first (HR). A Glaucous Gull accompanied Glaucous-winged Gulls at Wallula Mar 2-8 (BH, LRM) and was again seen Mar. 17 (B.M.A.S.). A Caspian Tern at Metcalf N.W.R., May 2 was notable (PLW). Two Forster's Terns appeared at Sunnyside, Pend Oreille L., May 19 (PRS). A pair of Black Terns was at Mountain Home Res., May 17 for the 2nd record there (KBP). 

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Common Barn-Owls are showing up in the Rexburg, Ida. area (DH). Four Flammulated Owls were calling at Lac du Bois near Kamloops (RH), one was sighted at Malheur (M & AA), and one was near Newport, Wash. (EJL). Up to seven of the species were found at Old Blewett Pass in the North Cascades, Wash. (BW). A N. Hawk- Owl voicing its "whistled trill" in the Selkirk Mts. n.w. of Creston, B.C., suggested possible breeding there (PRS, GS). A pair of Spotted Owls, the female incubating, was observed in Kittitas, Wash., Apr. 14-May 27 (BW). Six or 7 pairs of Barred Owls, two or three Boreal Owls, and 2 pairs and one lone bird of N. Saw- whet Owls were discovered during surveys in Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille in n.e. Washington (BW, Be). A Boreal Owl was mist-netted at Vaseux L., s. of Penticton, B.C., Mar. 19 (EJ), and another was seen e. of Penticton Mar. 20 (RC, SC). Single N Saw-whet Owls were found at Fishhook S.P. near Pasco, Wash (B.M.A.S.), at Malheur, at Rupert, Ida., (WHS), and near Newman L. (EJL). A female Archilochus hummingbird (presumed to be Black-chinned) was carefully described in the N. Potholes area May 25 (SA) and one appeared at a Sunriver feeder May 9 (DD). A male Costa's Hummingbird again appeared in Bend May 10 (G & CR, TC). Wenas Cr. had a Red-breasted Sapsucker May 27 for the latilong's first (RK). Single White-headed Woodpeckers were 
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sighted at 2 localities in Ferry, Wash (BW) The only Three-toed Woodpecker report was of a male in the Selkirk Mts. (PRS). A "yellow-shafted" N. Flicker appeared at Salmon, Ida. (HR). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WAGTAILS -- An Alder Flycatcher was reported at Malheur May 25 (M & AA). At least two Least Flycatchers were back at their regular breeding locality just e. of Mr. Vernon, Ore. (AC). The Wenas Cr. area had an Ash-throated Flycatcher May 30 (Y.A.S.). The Blue Jay that wintered at Copeland, Ida., remained into April (WP). The Selkirks near Creston had a Boreal Chickadee Mar. 19 (PRS). Chestnut-backed Chickadees lingered in the Lewiston-Asotin vicinity as late as Mar. 16, at Libby until Apr. 5, and at Walla Walla until mid-April. Three Rock Wrens were spotted in the Kootenai R. Canyon near Moyle Springs--the species is rare in n. Idaho (PRS). The Bewick's Wren population in the Walla Walla valley is continuing its expansion (SM). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Market Lake W.M.A., May 12 afforded the first spring record there, where it is very rare (BJ). Two W. Bluebirds, very rare in e. Idaho, were sighted near Pocatello Mar. 27 (fide CHT). Mountain Bluebirds appear to be increasing in the valley around Fortine as a result of a nest box program. A Varied Thrush appeared at the Argonne National Laboratory-West site near Idaho Falls Apr. 1 (ADM). Two sightings of the species came from the Salmon area (HR), one from Blackfoot (JT) and one from Mountain Home (KBP). They are rare in this part of Idaho. Single N. Mockingbirds appeared at Mountain Home (KBP) and Libby (DE!) for latilong firsts, and others were near Idaho Falls (GP) and Rupert (fide WHS). A Sage Thrasher in Ferry, Wash., was the latilong's first (BW). A Brown Thrasher showed up at the confluence of the Clearwater and Blackfoot rivers s. of Seeley L., Mont., May 18 (SF, JB, WH). An ad. Black-backed Wagtail was tentatively identified near Azwell, Wash., May 19. This would apparently be the first record away from the Pacific coast (VM), aside from one reported in North Carolina. 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- Malheur had a well-described Bell's Vireo May 26 (RS, OS, TC, JGn et al.). A Yellow-throated Vireo was identified at Camas N.W.R., Ida. May 18 for the first state record (EC, KS, BJ, DR, LP). A male Tennessee Warbler was reported at Malheur May 31 (GMC) and a female May 25 (AC). A N Parula was photographed at Malheur May 25 (AC, MP). A Chestnut-sided Warbler was photographed near Oliver, B.C., for the Okanagan Valley's first record (EJ). A Magnolia Warbler was at Malheur May 31 and a Black-throated Blue Warbler appeared at Fields, Ore., the same day (GMC). A Palm Warbler was reported at Malheur May 19 (GMC) and a male Blackpoll Warbler was sighted there May 16-19 (GMC, M & AA). Four observations of Black-and-white Warblers came from the Malheur-Fields area (AC, GMC). A singing Ovenbird along the W. Fork of the Bitterroot R., Ravalli, made Montana's first record w. of the Continental Divide (PH). One or two were observed May 24-31 at Malheur and another was sighted at Fields May 25 (AC, M & AA). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES -- Single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks appeared in Idaho at Idaho Falls (ADM), in Shelley (DS), at Camas N.W.R. (DH), at Sun Valley (BS), in Twin Falls (fide, CHT), and at Rupert (WHS), all in May. Frenchglen, Ore., had one May 24 (TC, JGn et al.), and Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. had one May 20 (TM). Single Lark Sparrow sightings at Kamloops (RH) and Trail, B.C. (fide JG) were very unusual. There were five singing Grasshopper Sparrows found near Okanogan, Wash, (ML et al.). The species was locally common in the N. Potholes and Washtucna, Wash., vicinities (ML, DE, BW). Note- worthy were sightings of single Lincoln's Sparrows in Burns (M & AA) and in Walla Walla (SM, m.ob.). The White-throated Sparrow that wintered near Missoula remained until at least Apr. 9 (PLW). Single Golden-crowned Sparrows were sighted at Coulee City, Wash. (BW), Walla Walla (DHe, SM), and Coeur d'Alene (BD). The species was considered a regular migrant in the Okanogan Valley, Wash (GB) Lone Harris' Sparrows were noted in Idaho at Mountain Home (MN) and at Kootenai (PRS), and single birds appeared at Richland (PEW) and Walla Walla (LG). The Harris' that wintered near Missoula stayed at least until Apr. 26 (PLW). At least three Lapland Longspurs visited near Burns Airport Mar. 5 (M & AA) for the only report. Two Rusty Blackbirds, possibly breeding, were at a swamp at 4000 ft elevation e. of Oliver, B.C., May 26. This is far s. of known nesting sites (MC, RC, RH). A Great-tailed Grackle photographed s. of Downey, Ida. May 5 reportedly established the first state record (CHT, TDR). It was still there May 24. Singles of the species were observed regularly May 9-31 at Malheur Field Station, May 24-30 at Malheur headquarters, and May 26 in Hines (MA, BH, m.ob.). A colony of Com. Grackles has become established at Rexburg, Ida. (DH). The species also appeared at Dubois, Soda Springs, and Pocatello (CHT) and at Salmon (HR), all in Idaho. A "Baltimore" N. Oriole was sighted in late May at Malheur (M & AA, BH, AC, m.ob.). Purple Finches were reported at Libby until May 28 (DHr). A Cassin's Finch visited a Richland feeder for a rare sighting (PEW). Red and White-winged crossbills were abundant in the Pocatello-Blackfoot-Idaho Falls area, and a few of both species visited Twin Falls. The latter species was sighted near Newport also. A few Red Crossbills frequented feeders in Richland, an unusual locality (MN). A Com. Redpoll used a Bend feeder for most of March for the first documented Deschutes record (TC), and a flock of 50 visited Kimberley, B.C., March to early April (MVW). Wawawai and Chief Kamiakan S.P., Whitman, Wash, each had a single bird around mid-March for unusual sightings (J & DP). 
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Spring Migration, 1985

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.

The weather continued generally drier than usual. Observers waited in vain for storm fronts during March and April, hoping they would bring Mottled Petrels on- shore. Instead, Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels came and stayed. This move was not obviously correlated with the weather and only a few individuals were found dead on the beaches. For several migrant species a regular flow of first arrival dates from many locales was apparent. Some other species could be shown to have arrived throughout the entire Region within just a few days. Waves of migrant passerines were detected in mid-April by daily censuses in Eugene, and were noted on May 1-2 in Seattle. There are 142 observers mentioned in this report, and at least that many whose sightings are not specifically cited. This is the network of birding contributors upon whom this report depends. 

LOONS THROUGH STORM-PETRELS -- Arctic Loons were concentrated as usual in Active Pass, V.I., with 1600-1800 present Mar. 19-Apr. 18 (Michael Shepard, BW). There were reports of eight Yellow-billed Loons, a normal number, including one found dead at Neah Bay, Wash., Mar. 13 (GG, spec. to U.W. Burke Museum). Single "Clark's" W. Grebes were found Apr. 23 on Fulford Harbour, Saltspring I., V.L (DFr, ph.-Tracee Geernaert) and May 3 off Catala spit, Ocean Shores, Wash. (G & WH). Three Mottled Petrels were found dead on the beach in late 
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March at Ocean Shores (Ralph & Florence Carlson), Leadbetter Pt. (GL) and near the North jetty of the Columbia R. (Ralph Widrig), all in s.w. Wash. These furnished the 4th-6th records for the state. Then on Apr. 19 on a transect from 25 miles off La Push, Wash., to 97 miles off Cape Lookout, Oreg., Bob Pitman found 62 Mottled Petrels. They were spread out over the route, 34 off Washington, 28 off Oregon, with the closest to shore being 44 miles off Cape Elizabeth, near Taholah, Wash. (fide TW). Pelagic trips went out of Garibaldi, Oreg. Apr. 28 (JGa et al.), Westport, Wash., May 12 (TW et al.), to the La Perouse Bank, B.C., May 16 (DA), and to the South Bank off Ucluelet, V.I., May 29 (DA). The 3000 N. Fulmars seen off Westport was the highest count there for any season (TW et al.). The high report else- where was only 10 birds. Two Flesh-footed Shearwaters were seen off Garibaldi and two were off Westport. No Mottled Petrels were seen. Observers this season were treated to the largest and most extensive onshore presence of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels ever. The Fork-taileds were concentrated primarily in Yaquina Bay, Newport, Oreg. Neah Bay, northwest Wash., and in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, with counts of 100-400 obtained throughout March and April (Tom & Alison Mickel, R & JK, BPa, KT, MC). There were also 50 at Port Orford, Oreg., Mar. 10 (JR), 400 out of Garibaldi, Apr. 28, a dozen at Grays Harbor Wash., Apr. 28 (Tom Weir et al.), and many reports of one-ten from other coast- al locations. The only penetration into Puget Sound noted was by one bird seen Apr. 6 from the Edmonds-Kingston ferry (DP). A few at Yaquina Bay May 11 (Range Bayer) and one at West- port, Wash., May 11 (DH) were the last reports from shore. The boat out of Westport May 12 recorded 600 well offshore (TW et al.). Also, as of the relatively late date of May 12, no Fork-taileds had been heard at their nesting burrows on Tatoosh I., Wash. (BPa). This delay in the normal onset of breeding, plus the unusual onshore sightings of this pelagic species, was believed to indicate very poor feeding conditions farther offshore. 

EGRETS THROUGH EIDERS -- One-two Great Egrets were seen in the Vancouver, B.C., area Apr. 23-27 (†Duanne Vandenberg, †MF, †WW et al.) for the first sighting there since October 1980. At about the same time two others were found north of Oregon; singles May 4-11 in Kent, near Seattle (TB et al.) and May 5 near Tacoma (Jim & Barbara Haight). A Snowy Egret appeared Apr. 17 on the Serpentine Fen, Surrey, B.C. (†Lindsay Jones, †Jack Evans, †Ken Summers) and May 12 at nearby Gibsons, B.C. (†Vince Bracewell et al) for the third Vancouver area sighting. Single Cattle Egrets, unusual in spring, were as far north as near Portland, Oreg. Mar. 10 (JE), in Surrey, B.C., Apr. 20 (RP), and along the Waatch R., near Cape Flattery, Wash., May 2-3 (TK). Most unusual of all this concentration of heron records was the appearance of an adult Little Blue Heron in breeding plumage May 16-18 along the Willamette R. near the
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Emperor Goose at Neah Bay, Wash., March 10, 1985. Photo/Stan Smith.
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Ankeny N.W.R., Oreg., (Greg Anderson, EE-photos, m.ob.). This was the first documented record for the state. Pairs of Mute Swans were noted incubating Apr. 26+ at several locations on s. V.I. (M & VG et al.). Almost daily counts of the Snow Geese wintering at Reifel Refuge, B.C., held steady at 4-7000 until Apr. 24. On Apr. 28 only 500 were present, and by May 4 only 55 remained (JI). Three Emperor Geese stopped over Mar. 9-16 on the shores of Neah Bay (MC et al., photo-Stan Smith), and others were seen Mar. 20 at Newport, Oreg. (fide DFi), and Mar. 22 on Willapa Bay, Wash. (GL). A Ross' Goose seen Apr. 18 at Reifel I., Delta, B.C. (†Janet Hudson, BM) was only the fourth record for the Vancouver area. There were reports of nine "Eurasian' Green-winged Teal from throughout the Region. Also a hybrid male Eur. x Am. Green-winged Tea remained in Eugene until Apr. 11 (†SH et al.) and another was found Apr. 11-27 in Saanich, V.I. (J & RS). The Am. Black Duck seen Mar. 20 at Battleground, near Vancouver, Wash. (Roger Baker) presumably originated from the several introduced populations farther north, but we can now never be sure. A Blue-winged Teal at Medford, Oreg., Mar. 16 was early (Otis Swisher) as were three at Iona I., near Vancouver, B.C., Apr. 2 (RP). Otherwise reports indicated an arrival in early May, about two weeks later than usual. In similar fashion, a few Cinnamon Teal arrived in early March 



throughout the Region, but larger numbers and more widespread reports occurred in mid-April. Hybrid male Cinnamon x Blue-winged Teal were noted May 15-17 in Seattle (†ER, †DB) and May 20 at Iona I., B.C. (†MF), and a hybrid male Am. Wigeon x Gadwall was found Apr. 23-May 19 at Iona I. (†MP, †BK et al.). The five male Eur. Wigeons at Dungeness, Wash., Apr. 6 were all clearly unmated (DP, LF). Detection of either hybrid or con specific pairing would be of considerable interest. The female Tufted Duck that wintered in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C., was last seen Mar. 14 (MF). The male King Eider that wintered nearby was last seen Apr. 5 & 6 in Ambleside Park, W. Vancouver, B.C. (Bobbie Pastrick, MF et al.). 

KITES THROUGH CRANES -- A daily hawk watch at Cape Flattery, on the n.w. tip of Washington, from Apr. 1-May 15 recorded the passage of several thousand raptors (BA). Included in this is an amazing count of 1742 raptors on Apr. 6 alone! The data are still being analyzed for publication and are un- available at this writing. Obviously from this effort and that of seasons to come our knowledge of migration patterns here will be greatly increased. The pair of Black-shouldered Kites that wintered near Hoquiam, Wash., was observed in mating display flights Apr. 25 (GG, MM), but they were last seen Apr. 27 (DH). Hopefully this means the birds nested nearby. There were eight sightings of single Black-shouldered Kites at separate locations in Oregon 
[image: ]
Hudsonian Godwit at Cordova spit, Vancouver Island, May 11- 12, 1985. Photo/Tim Zurowski.

during April and May. Were they migrants or the non-incubating member of nesting pairs? Nest-building by Cooper's Hawks was noted at two locations in Saanich (Mark Nyhof) and one in Victoria (DFr). One of the Red-shouldered Hawks found Mar. 19-May 2 around the Winchuk R. harbor was observed breaking off sticks, but no nest was found (DIE). A "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk seen Apr. 6 at Dungeness, Wash., was a late migrant (DP, LF). A Ferruginous Hawk seen at Gape Flattery Apr. 6 was only the second well-documented record from w. Wash. (†BA). Two Rough-legged Hawks in the Grays Harbor, Wash., area Apr. 20- May 6 were very late (DP, LF, DB, ER, Diann MacRae). Other Rough-legged lingered at Monmouth, Oreg. until May 6 (Roy Gerig) and in Delta, B.C., until May 20-22 (MF; MP et al.). A pair of Am. Kestrels, scarce breeders in w. Wash., was nest-building at Dungeness Apr. 6 & 7 (DP, LF). Those observers and area compilers reporting for the last several years noted about the usual number of Merlins (32+), but many more Peregrines (38+) than usual. Five Gyrfalcons were sighted. Four of these were during March and the one in Delta, B.C., Apr. 20 was the latest (KE). A very late Prairie Falcon was at Ankeny N.W.R., near Corvallis, Apr. 5 (Barb Bellin). This is within the regular wintering area for this species in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Over 400 Wild Turkeys counted Mar. 10 near Glide, east of Roseburg, Oreg., were reported to have been present for years, but generally unknown and uncounted (JGa, KK). Over 1000 Sandhill Cranes were present on Sauvie I., near Portland, during March (David Bailey et al.) and many remained into early April (FIN). Accounting for all of these, and more, the Cape Flattery hawk watch teams recorded 3500 Sandhill Cranes passing their post this spring. There have been sizable flocks of migratory cranes sighted along the outer coast for years, but no one imagined there were these numbers involved. 

SHOREBIRDS -- The "thousands" of Black-bellied Plovers at Tokeland, Wash., Mar. 10 (TB, PK) and 5000 on Mud Bay, Delta, B.C., Apr. 24 (MP; KE, C. Aitchison) were higher than the usual numbers of this migrant. Likewise for the 21+ sightings of Lesser Golden-Plovers on dates from Apr. 5 at Grays Harbor, Wash. (G & WH) and Apr. 18 at Blackie Spit, Surrey, B.C. (H & JM) to May 31 in Grays Harbor (JSk). Individuals identified as the race fulva Pacific Golden-Plovers, were in Delta, B.C., May 5 (MF, TP), at West Pt., Seattle, May 11-12 (†EH, †Tom Schooley), and May 18 a Ocean Shores, Wash. (EH, GG, †P1V0. A female Snowy Plover found May 31 at Iona I. was only the third record for B.C. (†Glen Thomson, H & †JM, †WW et al.). A Semipalmated Plover Apr. 10 in C. Saanich was the earliest ever for s. V.I. (M & VG). Elsewhere arrival dates were Apr. 16-18. Again this year Black-necked Stilts invaded w. Oregon. The earliest were seven at the Medford sewage ponds (Ray Ekstrom, MR) and eight at Brownsville, near Corvallis (JGi et al.), both Apr. 6. About 70 individuals were reported from 10 locations. The high count was 21 at Waldport Apr. 28 (Lola Landis, fide EE) and three near Salem May 3 were the latest (JGi, VT). Four at Bowerman Basin, Hoquiam, Apr. 24 was the only report from Washington (Robert Ashbaugh). An Am. Avocet seen May 4-7 at Reifel I., Delta, B.C., was about the 13th record for the Vancouver area (JI, †MF et al., ph.- Harvey Elbe). Flocks of 100+ Greater Yellowlegs were noted Apr. 6 at Finley N.W.R., Oreg. (R & JK, fide EE), Apr. 20 on Reifel I., B.C. (JI), and Apr. 24 at Beaver Creek, s. of Newport, Oreg. (JGi). Reports of about 28 Solitary Sandpipers, a few more than during the last few springs, were spread out Apr. 11-May 20. Small groups of 13-18 wintering Willets were last reported during early March at the North R. near Raymond, Wash. (CC, TB, PK) and on the Kentuck slough at Coos Bay, Oreg. (fide, DFi). Also at the North R. in early March were 40+ Long-billed Curlews, which diminished to 21 present Mar. 27 (CC, TB, PK). A Hudsonian Godwit was discovered May 11-12 at Cordova spit lagoon, C. Saanich (Gladys Anderson, †BW, †RS et al., ph. Tim Zurowski) for the 4th record for V.I. A Surfbird on Sand I. in Grays Harbor, Wash., May 31 was 
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very late (JSk) Red Knots again demonstrated the site-specificity of their migratory stopovers. The only reported flocks of more than 20 birds were around Grays Harbor, Wash. The 400+ seen Apr. 21 at favored Bottle Beach on the south shore was the high count (CC). Sightings of one-eight birds were widespread m coastal Oregon and the Vancouver, B.C., area. Nine reports of Semipalmated Sandpipers Apr. 30-May 22 was about normal. Two were in Oregon, one in Seattle May 6 (†DB), and the remainder in the Vancouver, B.C., area. Seven Baird's Sand- pipers were found, a normal number, Apr. 15-May 15. This season's total of about 36 Pectoral Sandpipers reported, all May 5-20, is several times as many as the range of 4-13 over the last five years. The latest Rock Sandpipers reported from all areas were Apr. 14-28. A huge flock of 15,000 Red-necked Phalaropes plus 2000 more scattered individuals were encountered May 5 in the Strait of Juan de Fuca about a mile east of Port San Juan, Pacific Rim N.P., V.I. (DA). Elsewhere only a few singles and groups of up to 20 were found. About 50 Wilson's Phalaropes, all but three during May, were more than the usual number reported. 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- Counts of 10 Pomarine, and 15 Parasitic Jaegers May 16 on La Perouse Bank off s.w. V.I. were high numbers for these migrants (DA). An adult Long- tufted Jaeger, rarest of the three in spring, was seen 94 miles off Cape Lookout, near Tillamook, Oreg., Apr. 19 (BPi, fide TW) and two were on South Bank, 10 miles s.e. of Ucluelet, V.I., May 29 (DA). A Little Gull seen Apr. 6 off Port Townsend, Wash., was the 7th Regional spring record (Doug Wechsler). Flocks of hundreds of Bonaparte's Gulls had just arrived in many areas during the first few days of April. The high count was about 10,000 noted Apr. 8 at Porlier Pass, s. V.I. (DFr et al.). A single Thayer's Gull at Siletz Bay, Oreg., May 11 (DFi et al.) and 25 at Iona I., B.C., also May 11 (MF) were the last reported. The first- winter "Kumlien's" Iceland Gull that wintered at the Hartland Ave landfill, Highland Land District, V.I., was last seen there Mar 3 (KT). Another first-winter "Kumlien's", also at a site where a few were found this winter, was seen Mar. 5 at Iona I., B C (†MF,. KE). The 13 Glaucous Gulls reported this spring was back down from last year's high number. One first-year and two second-year birds at the Richmond landfill, Lulu I., B.C., Mar. 17 was the only concentration (MF, KE). Thirty Sabine's Gulls and 150 Black-legged Kittiwakes at La Perouse Bank, off V.I., May 16 were high counts (DA), but may reflect a regular concentration at this productive area. Single Caspian Terns at Manzanita, Oreg., Mar. 25 (Tom Crabtree) and at Tokeland, Wash., Mar. 29 (CC) were early. Five had arrived in Vancouver, B.C., by Apr. 17 (MP) and reports of non-breeding birds were widespread thereafter. A few small flocks of Com. Terns passed through, as usual, between Apr. 24 at Stanwood, Wash. (Richard Rowlett, MM) and May 16 at Everett, Wash. (KR, AC). Ten Arctic Terns were moving north Apr. 28 off Garibaldi, Oreg. (JGa) and 200 were off Westport, Wash., May 12 for their highest ever spring count (TW). Four Arctics had arrived at their southernmost nesting outpost in Everett, Wash., by May 16 (KR, AC) and three pairs on nests were found May 26 (DB). A Black Tern, rare in spring, was seen May 16 at Port Townsend, Wash. (Dick Johnson) and two were at Iona I., B C, May 31 (H & JM et al.). 

OWLS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- At least one Flammulated Owl was calling on territory May 20+ about five miles n w of Toketee Ranger Station, east of Roseburg, Oreg. (DFi). Ten Snowy Owls remained at Delta, B.C., as late as Apr. 1 (RP). The last were seen at Ocean Shores Apr. 21 (DB) and in Burnaby, B.C. May 2 (Joan Foster). On Apr. 20 at Ocean Shores beneath the still active Snowy Owl perch Wayne Crill found a pellet that contained a Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel skull (fide DP)! A survey for Spotted Owls was carried out by Eric Forsman this spring in s.w. B.C. The confidential report to the B.C. Wildlife Branch is said to indicate that four owls were located, for the first sightings for B.C. since 1978. Nine Barred Owls were reported, including individuals at the now usual locations near Glide, Oreg (KK et al.), Seattle, Wash, and on s. V.I. The only reported nest fledged two young May 22 in Discovery Park, Seattle (DB). The Great Gray Owl found this winter in Saanich, V.I., stayed until Mar. 9 (Anne Knowles, Barbara & Mike McGrenere). Another V.I. bird was found in January through Feb. 28 in Pacific Rim N.P. (†Dan Vedova et al.). One was found Mar. 20- 24 in Snohomish, Wash. (Grace Reece) very near the sighting in Monroe during February. There were sightings at four locations in the Vancouver, B.C., area to Apr. 14 (fide DK). Two Saw-whet Owls were heard on Vashon I., near Seattle repeatedly between Mar. 8-May 5 (PM). A female Com. Nighthawk in Philomath, Oreg., May 10 (R & JK, fide EE) and a Black Swift among Vaux's May 10 in West Linn, near Portland, Oreg., (Mark Koninendyke, fide HN, DFi) were both extremely early. Elsewhere, 300+ Black Swifts arrived in Vancouver, B.C., on schedule May 26 (MP et al.). Migratory flocks of 1000+ Vaux's Swifts were found in Glide and Eugene, Oreg. Apr. 28-May 5 (KK, Dave Irons, SH). Several Calliope Hummingbirds in the Vancouver, B.C., area Apr. 28- May 14 (†-MF, †BK et al.) is becoming an almost annual spring occurrence. Red-naped Sapsuckers, casual migrants in the Region, appeared Mar. 8 and Apr. 11-15 in Vancouver, B.C. (†BK, †MF et al.) and Apr. 9 in Seattle (†DB). The arrival of Olive-sided Flycatchers and W. Wood-Pewees throughout the Region was accomplished during a typically brief period, May 4-12. Willow Flycatchers noted May 3 at Toketee Ranger Station, Oreg. (DFi), May 9 in Eugene (SH), May 10 in Saanich, V.I. (Gift Calvert), May 11 in Seattle (EH, GG, Kevin Aanerud), and May 19 on Reifel I., B.C. (JI) were each very early or the earliest ever for those locations. Hammond's Flycatchers were also found earlier than usual. First arrivals were Apr. 13 at Carnation, Wash. (EH), Apr. 15 in Seattle (Scott Atkinson), and Apr. 14 in Langley, B.C. (TP, Linda Koch). Several Dusky Flycatchers were present Apr. 28+ at Thorn Prairie, e. Douglas Co., where the species was discovered nesting last year (DFi). A single Gray Flycatcher found May 4 near Grants Pass, Oreg. provided the 4th record for w. Oregon (JE, Steve Summers). Spring arrival of W. Flycatchers through Puget Sound and in the San Juan Is. was Apr. 10-13 (CC, EH, CE), but in nearby B.C. it was not until Apr. 20-21 (Jeff Gaskin, Ray Prior, H & JM). Seven W. Kingbirds in the Vancouver, B.C., area Apr 27-May 19 followed last year's high count of six sightings there (fide DK). One-two were observed May 3-10 at three adjacent locations on s. V.I. (fide VG). 

SKYLARK THROUGH WARBLERS -- The third annual spring census of Eur. Skylarks on the Saanich Peninsula, V.I, yielded 42 singing males (BW, Alan MacLeod). This compares to 45 and 42 in previous years. The observers are reluctant to assume a constant population because numerous areas are abandoned and new sites are colonized each year, and such turnover could result in incomplete censusing. A Purple Martin at Coos Bay Mar. 14 tied the earliest arrival date for Oregon (DFi). A Cliff Swallow Mar. 22 at Iona I., B.C., was also very early (JI). Elsewhere Cliff and Barn swallows arrived Apr. 2-8. A Gray Jay seen May 11 on Tiger Mt., near Seattle, was an unusual find away from the Cascades (EH et al.). Very surprising away from the east slope of the Cascades was a Canyon Wren singing during May at the Callahans, in the Coast Range w. of Roseburg (Martha Sawyer, KK et al.). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher seen Apr 21 on the south bank of the Rogue R. at Gold Beach, Oreg., was at a new location (MR, DE, AB). A Veery seen well at Carnation May 11 (DP) was the sixth record for w. Wash. Three N. Mockingbirds noted this season was about the usual number. These were seen May 6 near Neah Bay, Wash. (TK), May 22 near Newport, Oreg., (CW), and May 25 near Brookings, Oreg. (AB). A Loggerhead Shrike seen May 6-7 in Delta, B.C. was about the ninth Vancouver area sighting (Joe Bartel, †MF, ph. H & JM). Another was reported May 6 from Cannon Beach, Oreg. (Durrel Kapan, fide HN). A detailed survey of Crested Mynas in the Vancouver, B.C, 

Volume 39, Number 3  343

area found only 98 birds and estimated the population at 350+ (Van. Nat. Hist. Soc.). That is sharply down from 606 counted and an estimated population of 1500+ in spring 1980. Single Warbling Vireos were early at Port Orford, Oreg., Apr. 11 (JR) and Saanich, V.I., Apr. 18 (J & RS). Widespread arrival was reported Apr. 27-May 1. Almost daily censuses on Spencer Butte in Eugene indicated major influxes of Orange-crowned Warblers on Apr. 3, 12, & 16 (DFi). A less intensive survey on Reifel I., B.C., found a sharp peak of numbers on Apr. 13 (JI). Many more than usual Nashville Warblers were noted in Eugene (DFi) and the Vancouver, B.C., area (m. ob., fide DK). First arrivals of Black-throated Gray Warblers in the Willamette Valley were Apr. 4-8 (DFi et al), somewhat earlier than usual, at Vashon I., near Seattle Apr. 11 (CE), and in the San Juan Is., at Reifel I. and Vancouver, B.C., and Saanich, V.I., Apr. 13 (Ward Beecher, JI, BM, KT). The migratory peak at Skinner Butte, Eugene, was 125+ on Apr. 16 (DFi). Townsend's Warblers appeared throughout the Region, at locations where they had not wintered, from Mar. 28, a record early date in Vancouver, B.C., (BK), through Apr. 8. DFi counted 94 singing male Hermit War- biers along 11 miles of Hwy. 138 in the Umpqua N.F. east of Roseburg, Oreg. on May 19. Singing male Com. Yellowthroats were first noted in the Willamette Valley Apr. 1-3, in Washing- ton Apr. 4-7, and in Saanich, V.I., Apr. 6-8 (DFr, RS). Their arrival was recorded Apr. 9-15 in Oregon, Apr. 17-26 in Washington, and Apr. 28-30 elsewhere on s. V.I. and in Vancouver, B.C. A Yellow-breasted Chat present briefly on Vashon I., May 29 (CE) was early for w. Washington. 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES -- Western Tanagers appeared throughout the Region Apr. 28-May 3, which is slightly earlier than usual. First arrivals of Black-headed Grosbeaks were Apr. 22-May 1 in Oregon, May 1-5 in Washington, and May 5-9 on V.I. and in Vancouver, B.C. A male Lazuli Bunting found May 25 in C. Saanich, V.I. (†Jeremy Tatum) was the first sighting for s. V.I. since May 1977. The species arrived on schedule in Ashland, Oreg. Apr. 28 (Marjorie Moore) and in Corvallis, Oreg., May 1 (A1 McGie, fide EE). An Am. Tree Sparrow found May 11 at Bay City, on Tillamook Bay, Oreg., was extremely late (Jim Johnson, Rob Fergus- photos, fide HN, SH). A Chipping Sparrow at Reifel I., B.C., Apr. 6 was very early (JI). A Clay-colored Sparrow wintered at a feeder in Gold Beach, Oreg. and was last seen Mar. 16 (Dorothy Sevey, fide SH). An echo of last spring's Black-throated Sparrow invasion occurred. Single birds were found at three coastal Oregon localities: Waldport, Apr. 17-19 (Delanne Villegas, fide DFi), Baker Beach, n. of Florence, May 15 (D & CW), and near Port Orford May 21 (Mary Peterson, Merle Woodward, fide HN). Others were found May 19 at White Pass, in the Washington Cascades May 19 (†Susan Dixon, photos) and May 19 at Pitt Meadows, B.C. (†Dale & Evelyn Jensen) for the third Vancouver and fifth Canadian record. Four apparently migrant White-throated Sparrows were noted on V.I. and in Vancouver, B.C., Apr. 11-23. One that wintered in Seattle was last seen Apr. 9 (Hanna Atkins) and the last of about nine sightings in Oregon was in Portland May 11 (Richard Smith). A dark lored White-crowned Sparrow found Apr 13 at Hood River, Oreg. (MH) was most likely a migrant oriantha, the Rocky Mt. form. Single Snow Buntings were late Apr. 6 at Newport, Oreg., (Kevin & Angie Cromack, fide EE), Apr. 21 in Seattle, (Eugene Smirnov), and until Apr. 23 at Iona I. B.C. (MP et al.). Four male Tricolored Blackbirds were found again that spring Mar. 27+ at their northern outpost on the St. John's landfill in Portland (MH, VT). Four pairs of Yellow-headed Blackbirds stayed near Washougal, Wash., May 15+, but no nesting was observed (Wilson Cady). Arrival of Brown-headed Cowbirds to breeding areas was widely noted Apr. 6-11 The first N. Orioles returned Apr. 9-15 to s. Oregon, May 1 to Portland, and May 7-13 to Puget Sound, V.I., and Vancouver, B C A female Pine Grosbeak seen Mar. 19 with Evening Grosbeaks in Victoria (†DFr) and single male Cassin's Finches seen Mar 28-29 at a Eugene feeder (D & CW) and Apr. 10 at Pitt Meadows, B.C. (†MP, KE) were the only reports for these scarce species. Red Crossbills were abundant and widespread throughout the Region. Two White-winged Crossbills observed Apr. 28 an Lighthouse Park, W. Vancouver, B.C. (BK) and one May 18 an Saanich (Mike Bentley), only the third record for s. V.I., pre-staged a summer irruption into adjacent mountainous areas Pine Siskins were found in "very high numbers" in Oregon (HN) and were in their usual presence elsewhere. Small flocks of Evening Grosbeaks were noted throughout the season 
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The Nesting Season, 1985

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers

Summer over most of the Region this year could be summarized by one word: drought. Success of ground-nest- mg water-related birds, principally waterfowl, was seriously reduced by lack of water in some areas and helped in others where flooding was prevented. Migrating shorebirds found extensive mudflats to their liking but were forced to bypass ponds that had dried up completely. Conversely, the cold wet spring in the southern Okanagan Valley of British Columbia caused very low nesting success for Ring-necked Pheasants. The larger hawks were scarce in many areas, but apparently because of low prey populations. Marked local decreases in a very few species were reported but in general birds seemed to show few abnormal effects from weather. Numerous fires, especially in forested areas, drastically altered habitats and promised to bring about changes in bird distribution and numbers. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- C.G. = Campground; G.S. = Guard Station; Hart Mt. N.A.R. = Hart Mountain Nat'l Antelope Range; N.F. = National Forest; W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Forty pairs of nesting Com Loons were reported in w. Montana but the 12 birds found in Idaho showed no indication of breeding (CHT). An immature found June 18 on Hart Mt. N.A.R. died the next day (WHP et al.). A pair of Red-necked Grebes was nesting for the 3rd consecutive year at Henrys L., Fremont, Ida. (CHT), and an adult was feeding a nearly adult-sized juvenile at Elk River, Ida. July 27 (MK, PP). A pair nested at Bull L. near Fortine, Mont., for the 2nd record in 51 years (WW), and a pair was on Indian L., 25 mi e. of Pilot Rock, Ore. (SM). On the other hand, Kootenai N. W. R,, Bonners Ferry, Ida. had only 2 nesting pairs compared to 20 birds last year. Lake Helena near Helena, Mont., becoming shallower as it fills with sediment, hosted nesting W. Grebes for the first time; 80 nests were counted (GH, SMa). A brood of two young grebes was with an ad. W. Grebe and a "Clark's" Grebe on Flagstaff L., w. of Hart Mountain N.A.R., June 28 (WHP et al.). Several pairs of "Clark's" nested at Malheur, where W. Grebe numbers were down from previous years (CDL), as were they at Stuart L., w. of Prince George, B.C. (GRAE). American White Pelicans numbered 76 adults and 100 young at Pelican L., Adel, Ore. (WHP et al). Many adults were at Malheur but only one egg was found, that one apparently dumped. American Fails Res. in s. Idaho had up to 1500 of the 
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species but no breeding. Double-crested Cormorant pairs numbered 739 at Malheur, down from last year but still the 2nd- highest figure ever. Great Blue Heron pairs at Malheur stood at 331, compared to last year's 572. The Great Blue Heron colony at Otter L., n. of Vernon, B.C., was unoccupied, perhaps because it was raided frequently by a Colden Eagle last year (JG). Great Egret numbers remained stable in the Malheur Basin with an estimated 562 pairs. The only others reported were two at Mud Lake W.M.A., Hamer, Ida., and one at American Falls Res. (CHT). Snowy Egrets set a record at Malheur with an estimated 227 pairs--the previous high had been 175 pairs in 1982. Flight counts for the birds in s. Idaho were up at American Falls Res., Oxford, and Minidoka N.W.R., and they reappeared at Market Lake W.M.A., Roberts, Ida., indicating a recovery from their slump in the early 1980s (CHT). Cattle Egrets were reported nesting at 3 places in the Pocatello, Ida. area and three were sighted at Minidoka N.W.R. (CHT). Two pairs of the species were nesting for the 3rd year near Malheur (CDL). The only Green-backed Heron sighting was of one along the Snake R. in the Pocatello area (CHT). Black- crowned Night-Herons showed a big increase at Malheur with 629 pairs (245 last year). In s. Idaho the birds seemed to be recovering from their big decrease of the 1970s; they were again nesting at Blackfoot Res. and numbers were up at Minidoka N.W.R. (CHT). White-faced Ibises set a new abundance record at Malheur with 1220 pairs. Most unusual were 120 pairs nesting at Knox Pond on the refuge. The species was also regularly seen in the Alvord Desert, Harney, and in the Warner Valley, Lake, the highest count being of 82 at Hart L. meadows. In the latter area breeding was suspected--the last breeding there was in 1963 (WHP et al.). The species' numbers appeared very good in s. Idaho. 

WATERFOWL -- Trumpeter Swans had their best production in 6 years at Red Rock Lakes, Lima, Mont., with 59 cygnets. The dry weather minimized flooding of nests there. Conversely, the species did very poorly at Malheur, with only two cygnets surviving to the period's end. A lone Tundra Swan was at Hope, Ida. June 24, and six appeared at Harrison, Ida., June 28 (JMS). Canada Geese did very well at Kootenai N.W.R., fledging 155 young compared to 47 last year, and duck production looked good there. On the other hand ducks did poorly at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., and at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. Wood Duck numbers appeared definitely up in the Salmon, Ida. area. An albino female Cinnamon Teal accompanied a normally-colored male at Malheur June 3 (GI, AB). Up to 87 Ring- necked Ducks were sighted at Hart Mt. N.A.R., suggesting breeding there (WHP). Broods of that species and of Lesser Scaup were down in numbers in the Fortine, Mont., area. Harlequin Ducks were not seen after June 2 in their usual breeding locality at Kootenai Falls w. of Libby, Mont., with fishermen and tourists being the suspected cause (DH). However, a brood was seen on McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., Mont. (WW). Two Surf Scoters were sighted on Stuart L., w. of Prince George, B.C., June 25 and six White-winged Scoters appeared in that area for the first sighting in 5 years (GRAE). 

HAWKS THROUGH CRANES -- A pair of Ospreys again nested at Thompson Res., 15 mi s. of Silver Lake, Ore., and Canyon Meadows Res. s.s.e. of John Day, Ore., had one or two (CHT). A survey of Osprey nests in Boundary, Ida. found 14 active nests fledging 24 young. Twelve active nests of the species were observed in Lincoln, Mont., mostly along L. Kookanusa. A Black-shouldered Kite, very rare in Washington, was identified in the Wenatchee vicinity June 27 (S & MH). In n. Idaho a pair of Bald Eagles fledged two young at Kootenai N.W.R. (RDC) and another pair fledged one along the Kootenai R. near Bonners Ferry (PRS). A pair at Libby Dam, Lincoln, Mont., produced two fledglings (DH). A N. Goshawk nest with two nearly-grown young was found near Keno, Ore., July 10 (SS). Northern Harrier, Red-tailed and Swainson's hawk, and Am. Kestrel numbers at Columbia N.W.R. were only 50% of last year's. Adult Ferruginous Hawks and Golden Eagles were seen regularly on Hart Mt. N.A.R. but no nesting was noted. Jackrabbits, upon which both species depend, remained very low in numbers. Swainson's and Ferruginous hawks seemed generally scarce in s.e. Oregon. A Ferruginous Hawk near Leadore, Ida. made only the 2nd Salmon R. valley sighting for Roberts. In the Okanogan Valley, Wash., Am. Kestrels did very well; Brady banded 185 nestlings and 12 adults, compared to 42 young in 1984. The only falcon sighting other than Am. Kestrel was 3 of Prairie Falcons and 2 of Peregrine Falcons. Two small flocks of N. Bobwhites were heard in the Pocatello vicinity (KBP). Greater Sandhill Cranes again had low nesting success at Malheur as predators continued to cause problems. Success was 38.5% and few young were known to be alive at the close of the period. Sandhills appeared on numerous occasions in the Salmon area and a pair with two young was sighted near Leadore, Ida. June 15 (HBR). A sighting of the species at Davis L., Klamath, Ore., July 16 was unusual (PES). A Whooping Crane, one of those hatched by foster parents at Grays Lake N.W.R., summered at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (TM). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS -- About 20 Snowy Plovers were sighted at Summer Lake W.M.A. Lake. Ore., July 13. None was seen on Malheur as high water continued to inundate their nesting habitat (CDL). Black-necked Stilts were sustaining their increases of the last 3 years at Malheur. The only other report was of two stilts near Fields, Ore. (SS). Migrating Am. Avocets in the vicinity of May, Ore., were gone by early June (SV). Two Greater Yellowlegs returned to the Bend, Ore., area June 28 (CM), and a Lesser was at nearby Tumalo Res., July 28 (TC, CM). Willets were heard migrating from Malheur during the early morning hours July 30. An unverified report of six Upland Sandpipers came from the vicinity of Smith's Ferry, Ida. (CHT). At least two of this species were again reported in Bear Valley, Grant, Ore. (M & AA) and two adults and one young bird were found on the traditional site in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane, Wash. (PEW, CW, BW, JW). A Semipalmated Sandpiper in breeding plumage appeared at Bend July 7 for the 3rd county record (TC) and a juvenile was there July 31 (CM). A Red-necked Phalarope appeared at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. for the first record there (TM). 
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Franklin's Gulls again failed to nest at Market Lake W.M.A. Over 100 were at American Falls Res., July 3, rinsing suspicions of a new nesting colony (CHT). The species nesting at Malheur L was drastically reduced by high water, with only 180 pairs compared to 1330 pairs in 1981. An ad. Franklin's at Kootenai N W.R., June 3 was noteworthy (RDC). One or two Franklin's Gulls and a Bonaparte's Gull were with Ring-billeds at College Place, Wash., June 29 (CS). A first-summer Bonaparte's Gull appeared at Malheur June 9 (JC) & 15 (MA) and an adult was at Bend July 21 (TC). An adult was at Richland, Wash., July 14 for R E. Woodley's only July record there. High water in Malheur L. resulted in an increase in nesting Ring-billed Gulls to 550 pairs; 520 pairs of California Gulls nested there. A total of 66 young Herring Gulls were banded at Stuart L. (GRAE). A single Herring was at Malheur June 15 (MA). Caspian Terns nested at Malheur L. for the 2nd year; one colony of 350 pairs there appeared to have good nesting success. Four Caspian Terns appeared on the Pack R. flats, Pend Oreille L., e. of Sandpoint, Ida. (PRS), and six were on the Snake R between Clarkston and Asotin, Wash., July 20 (MK, PP). Several Com. Terns were sighted near Roberts, Ida. June 18, and up to 25 at American Falls Res. in late June-early July were suspected of nesting (CHT, JMS). Breeding of Black Terns at Kootenai N.W.R. was substantiated, 9 pairs producing about 20 young (RDC). One Black Tern near May, Ida., in early June was noteworthy (SV). 

CUCKOOS AND OWLS -- A Yellow-billed Cuckoo stayed around Rupert, Ida. June 26-July 29 (WHS, JMS) and one was heard at Swan Falls Dam near Boise, Ida. June 22 (CHT). Up to three were spotted in the Pocatello-American Falls Res. area in July (JT, CW). A Com. Barn-Owl that suffered a broken wing in a collision with a car near Vernon, B.C., July 1 recovered and was released (RD, JG). Another was sighted near Beresford, B.C., July 29 (WC, RH). One or two Flammulated Owls were found near Prairie, Ida. (KBP); near Starr Ridge C.G., s. of John Day, Ore., where a pair has nested in the same cavity for at least 6 years (M & AA, JC, PES); and near Calamity Butte, 30 mi n.n.e. of Burns, Ore. (M & AA). Sixteen were heard in one night in June at Mr. Wheeler near Kamloops, B.C. (RH). Two N. Hawk- Owls remained until the 3rd week of June in the Selkirk Mrs., n w. of Creston, B.C., but no indication of nesting was observed (PRS). Burrowing Owls continue to become scarcer in the Rich- land area as development spreads; one pair was observed regularly there (REW). A pair of Spotted Owls with two young was located in Kittitas, Wash., for reportedly the only successful nesting this year n. of California (BW). Two Barred Owls were sighted at Loup Loup C.G., e. of Twisp, Wash., June 19 (EH, NH). The continuing owl survey in Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille, Wash., noted 6 pairs plus nine Individual Barred Owls on 7 occasions at 15 locations, and one or two Boreal Owls on 2 occasions at one location. Some observations may have been duplicate finds, but all sites visited were different from those of the spring survey (BW). An ad. Boreal Owl was found at Sullivan L. near Metaline Falls, Wash., June 14 (RK). Seven Great Gray Owl nests were discovered in n. Deschutes, Ore. (TW), and one was noted at Lapine, Ore., July 17 (PES). One bird visited Rupert, Ida., July 26 (WHS) and one on Mt. Spokane, Spokane, Wash., was a county and latilong first (RP). A N. Saw-whet Owl made a rare summer visit to Malheur July 5, surviving a crash with a window (CDL). 

POORWILL THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Several Com. Poor- wills were seen in the Salmon area in mid-June for Roberts's first sighting there. Up to 20 Black Swifts were observed at Kootenai N.W.R. during the summer (RDC] and 12± were over Big Meadow L., n. of Colville, Wash., for the first county record IBW). First for the latilong were 25+ Black Swifts at Clark Fork, Ida, June 24 (JMS]. Several hundred Vaux's Swifts stayed in Walla Walla, Wash., all summer, many using a chimney on Whitman College campus (SM). Some 300 of this species fed over Canyon Meadows Res., July 23. The male Costa's Hummingbird that appeared in the spring at Bend was last seen around July 1 (TC) and another was seen in Sunriver, Ore., for several weeks starting June 11 (DD). An ad male Broad-tailed Hummingbird was identified July 12 at Wenatchee G.S. in the Blue Mrs., Asotin, Wash., for that area's first record (BW). Several pairs of Red-breasted Sapsuckers were sighted in Fremont N.F., s. of Silver Lake, Ore., during June and July (CDL) A Williamson's Sapsucker at Salmon L. s. of Kamloops July 29 was the first for that area (WC). A few Least Flycatchers were seen and heard at Clyde Holliday S.P., Mr. Vernon, Ore, on several dates in June (T & AM, M & AA, PW, REW, JC). One Least was seen and heard at Sullivan L., June 15, for apparently the 3rd latilong record (RK), and a calling male was identified at Big Meadow L., June 24 (BW). An adult and a fledgling were carefully identified along the Little Pend Oreille R., Stevens, Wash., July 4 (KB). Least Flycatchers were also noted at Stuart L. (GRAE) and one was at Barnhartvale, B.C., July 1 (RH). Single Dusky Flycatchers appeared at Malheur and Fields, Ore., June 6 (SS). A few Gray Flycatchers and a nest with young were found near Pocatello June 15 (CW). Single carefully-identified Gray Flycatchers were sighted along the Little Pend Ore file R., July 4 (KB) and at Panhandle L. w. of Newport, Wash., July 31 (EJL) Western Flycatchers were again nesting on Scout Mt. s. of Pocatello (JS) and one bird was at Elba, Ida., July 1 (JMS, WHS). Cliff Swallows were migrating in large numbers in July in s.e Oregon; 1500 were noted at Frenchglen. 

JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS -- The only Blue Jay reported was one in the upper Wenatchee valley, Wash., in June (fide RO). A flock of 200+ Am. Crows circled over Walla Walla in mid-July, apparently looking for a roosting place. Nine pairs of Plain Titmouse and three individual birds were seen behaving territorially, inspecting cavities or carrying nesting material m juniper woodland on Hart Mt. N.A.R. (WHP et al.). Seven pairs of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were on territory in the Warner Cr basin, Hart Mr. N.A.R.; one nest with young was found (WHP et al.). Western and Mountain bluebirds were totally absent from the Kootenai N.W.R. area, apparently having been displaced by Tree Swallows. Mountain Bluebirds were down sharply in numbers in Asotin and Garfield, Wash. (MPF). On the other hand, Mountain Bluebird numbers were up in the valley around Fortine, supposedly as a result of extensive placing of nest boxes (WW). A N. Mockingbird was sighted at Cottonwood Cr., s. of Fields for the first summer record there (T & AM, JC, SS et al.). The N. Mockingbird that appeared at Mountain Home, Ida., remained at least until June 5 (KBP). Twelve Sage Thrashers were counted in the Yakima R. canyon s. of Ellensburg, Wash., June 2 (Y.A.S.). Five Sprague's Pipits sighted at Barnaby L., w. of Fortine, provided the latilong's first record (WW) A Red-eyed Vireo at Malheur June 6 supplied one of very few records there (SS) and a singing male was along the Grande Ronde R. near Fields Spring S.P., Asotin, Wash., June 8 (SM) A Tennessee Warbler was sighted at Dorr-Skeels C.G., s. of Troy, Mont., June 16 (DH), and Nakusp, B.C., had one July 10 (GD) An Orange-crowned Warbler nested near Calamity Butte, n Harney, Ore. (MA). A female N. Parula stopped at Malheur June 1-8 (M & AA, JC, CDL, T & AM, SS) and a female Magnolia Warbler was sighted there June 1-2 (DS et al., M & AA, T & AM). A male Black- throated Blue Warbler was identified at Fields June 1 (M & AA, B & JK, JJ et al.). A male Black-throated Gray Warbler at Fields Spring S.P., June 11 was the latilong's first (RK). Page Springs C.G. on Malheur N.W.R. had three of these birds June 5; breeding was suspected (JC). Malheur had Oregon's first Yellow-throated Warbler, a male, June 9-12 (JC, (JC, M & AA, JGi, m.ob.). A male Palm Warbler was spotted at Fields June 7 (JC, T & AM, SS). A singing male Black-and-white Warbler was seen along the Grande Ronde R. a few mi upstream from Hilgard Junction S.P., Ore., June 12 (T & AM) and July 6 (JC, SS). American Redstarts were believed to be definitely established near Ardenvoir, Wash. (RO). Three or four singing males of the species 
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Male Black-throated Blue Warbler at Fields, Ore., June 1, 1985. Photo/Jim Johnson.

 were found along Copper Cr., n.e. of Dixie, Wash., in June (BH, REW) and one individual was detected along Crescent Cr., Klamath, Ore., July 16 (PES). Noteworthy were two territorial males at Island Park Res., Fremont, Ida. June 19 (CHT). Several redstarts were found in mid-June at Hughes Cr., n. of North Fork, Ida. for Roberts' 2nd record in the Salmon area. Malheur had an Ovenbird June 1 (M & AA, T & AM). Northern Water- thrushes had returned by early June to their only known breeding site in Oregon, along the Little Deschutes R. near Gilchrist (AC). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was sighted near Trout L., n.w. Klickitat, Wash., in mid-June (RHu). A male Indigo Bunting was singing 15 min. of Long Creek June 13 (T & AM) & 22 (M & AA) for probably Oregon's most northerly record. One at Milepost 77, Hwy 395, Grant, Ore., July 19 was perhaps the same bird (PES). In s.e. Oregon a female of the species was sighted at Fields June 6 (T & AM, SS, m.ob.) and a male was singing at Cottonwood Cr. in proximity to Lazuli Buntings (]C). The nest of a pair of Green-tailed Towhees at Wenatchee G.S. contained 3 eggs July 11 (BW). A Clay-colored Sparrow at Nakusp, B.C. July 10 was noteworthy (GD). A singing male Vesper Sparrow w. of Keno, Ore., showed possible adaptability of the species for spreading its range into Cascade Mts. clearcuts (SS). Twelve Sage Sparrows were found on the Yakima Firing Range June 2 (Y.A.S.). Single male Lark Buntings were seen in s.e. Idaho, s.e. of Blackfoot June 16 and near Grays L. the next day (JT, CHT). A White-crowned Sparrow was carrying food to young (heard only) July 4 near L. Kookanusa. Mont. (DH). Adults and a fledgling White-crowned Sparrow were sighted e. of Trout L., June 20 (TS). The Bobolink colony at Prairie, Ida., was growing and spread-
[image: ]
Male Great-tailed Grackle at Oxford L., Ida. May 12, 1985. Photo/C.H. Trost. 

ing (KBP). Elba, Ida. had a male Bobolink July 1 (JMS). The Great-tailed Grackle that appeared this spring at Oxford L., Franklin (s. of Downey) was last seen June 9 (CHT), and the individual at Malheur lingered until late June (CDL). A pair of Black-throated Sparrows at Malheur reared a Brown-headed Cowbird (CHT). The N. “Baltimore" Oriole at Malheur was last sighted June 8 (M & AA, JC, T & AM, SS). A singing Purple Finch was at Stuart L., June 27 (GRAE) and a female accompanied by an imm. bird visited a feeder at Libby July 19 (DH). House Finch success appeared very low in the Okanogan Valley, Wash., for Brady caught and banded only two young compared to 42 last year. Red Crossbills were abundant in Deschutes, Fremont, and Malheur, Ore., and in extreme n. Idaho and n.w. Montana. A flock of 50+ White-winged Cross-bills flew over the Stuart L. area in late June (GRAE). They were abundant at higher elevations in extreme n. Idaho, correlating with an excellent cone crop (PRS), and were sighted in adjacent n. Pend Oreille, Wash. (BW). White-winged Crossbills were also common in upper elevation spruce forest and at lower elevations in s.e. British Columbia (JG). Three Lesser Goldfinches were sighted near Frenchglen, Ore., July 5 (CDL). 

ADDENDA -- The mouth of the Klickitat R., Lyle, Wash., had a Great Egret May 27 (EH, NH). A female Com. Merganser with 10 chicks was along the Klickitat R. near Lyle May 25 and an Anna's Hummingbird was sighted there May 25-27 (EH, S.A.S.). A Scrub Jay was sighted in White Salmon, Wash., May 25 (EH, S.A.S.). Single N. Mockingbirds appeared in late May along Crab Cr., w. of Othello, Wash. (LG), and along Dodson Road n.w. of Othello (BM). Two singing male White-crowned Sparrows, race pugetensis, were found at Conboy N.W.R., n. of Lyle, May 25 (PM). 

CORRIGENDUM -- The Rose-breasted Grosbeak sighting credited to WHS in the spring 1985 report was made at Ketchurn, Ida., not Rupert. 
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The Nesting Season, 1985

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Bill Harrington-Tweit and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

A warm, dry July followed a June that was somewhat damper and cooler than usual. Passerine nesting success, as reported by observers conducting studies, seemed normal or better. The northeast Pacific Ocean circulation patterns and temperatures returned to more usual patterns, following two years of El Nino/Southern Oscillation type patterns. However, seabird breeding success still appears to be below normal for some species. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- R.D. = Ranger District; S.J.C.R. = South Jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg. Q.C.Is. = Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C.; V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- A Pacific Loon migration was noted in Hecate Strait, Q.C.Is., in early June (TW). None was noted farther s. Six Yellow-billed Loons in basic plumage were noted in the Q.C.Is., June 1-9 (TW). Non-breeders have summered in this area regularly. Other single Yellow-billed Loons in basic plumage were found at Vancouver, B.C., June 1 (MP et al.) for Vancouver's 2nd summer record, and on Yaquina Bay, Oreg., July 20, with a large fishhook in its breast (MH). The hook was removed, and the bird released, but Oregon's 2nd summer record only survived a few more weeks. Eared Grebes do not breed in our Region and are rarely reported in summer. Breeding-plumaged birds were noted June 1-5 at Oak Bay, V.I. (ME), and June 15 at Kent, King, Wash. (EH). The only 2 areas in our Region from which summering W. Grebes are reported annually are Bellingham Bay, Wash., where up to 200 were noted (TW), and in the Victoria, V.I., area with up to 10 this summer (VG). There were 6 pelagic trips reported this summer: June 6 off Cape St. James, Q.C.Is. (TW), June 30 off Cape Flattery, Wash. (TW), July 26 to LaPerouse Bank, V.I. (DS), July 25 & 28 off Westport, Wash. (TW), and July 29 in Queen Charlotte Sound (JM). Northern Fulmars were noted on all 6 trips, with a peak of 343 off Westport. They have been noted summering in the Region annually since 1981. Counts for other tubenoses ranged from one Black-looted Albatross at LaPerouse to 74 off Westport, no Pink-footed Shearwaters off Cape St. James to 102 off Westport, 30 Sooty Shearwaters at LaPerouse Bank to 2300 off 
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Westport, one Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel off Cape St James to 26 at LaPerouse Bank and no Leach's Storm-Petrels most places to 1000 in Queen Charlotte Sound. A single Flesh-footed Shear- water was off Westport and two were in Queen Charlotte Sound. The highest counts of Sooty Shearwaters during the period were from shore: 3000 at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor, Wash., July 20 (DP) and several thousand the same day at S.J.C.R. (BO, fide HN). Brown Pelicans came N in good numbers, with a high proportion of immatures. By mid-July, hundreds were at Tillamook, Oreg. (DB, fide HN) and stone were beginning to appear along the n. coast of Washington (SS). A group of five Am. White Pelicans was in the Vancouver area June 3-6 (MF), for the 4th summer record for that area. Interestingly, most of the summer sightings of this species in our Region are made in the s. British Columbia and n.w. Washington area. 

DUCKS THROUGH FALCONS -- The count of 250 Blue-winged Teals at Iona I., Vancouver, B.C., June 6 (MP) was a record high count for that area, and probably for the Region. However, there were no breeding reports from anywhere in the Region. Four broods of N. Shovelers were found in the Victoria area (VG). The first nesting record there was in 1984. Another three-four broods were noted in Seattle, Wash. (ER). Shovelers have a very scattered breeding distribution in this Region. Two broods of Am. Wigeons were found in the Vancouver, B.C., area (MP, DK). There are still very few breeding records for the Region. A brood of Ruddy Ducks, another species with a very local breeding distribution, at the Montlake Fill in Seattle July 30 (ER) was a first for that locality. Five broods of Gadwalls and 4 of Cinnamon Teals were reported from Seattle (ER) and 6 teal broods from Victoria (VG). There were no other breeding re- ports from the n. one-half of the Region where these species breed locally. A Harlequin Duck with two young June 8 in N. Vancouver, B.C. (MD), provided one of few breeding records for that area. Of the 24 Osprey nests reported, all but 3 or 4 were active. There were 2 new nests found in the Victoria area (VG). The pair of Black-shouldered Kites that had been resident near Hoquiam, Grays Harbor, Wash., has not been reported since April. In fact, there was only one report of kites from the entire Region. Were there no others seen? Seven N. Harriers were noted from Washington and British Columbia, but no breeding evidence was reported. A Sharp-shinned Hawk nest found on the Diamond Lake R.D., Douglas, Oreg. (DF), and a Cooper's Hawk nest on Maury I., King, Wash. (JN) were the only active Accipiter nests reported. There were 4 other sightings of Sharp-shinneds and 11 of Cooper's. Three or four pairs of Golden Eagles were reported nesting on San Juan I., Wash. (ML), where a small population has long been known. Other sightings were from the nearby n. Olympic Pen., Wash. (DS) and s. V.I. (VG). A brood of Peregrine Falcons was noted on s. V.I. (VG) at a site where nesting had been suspected previously. There were 3 sightings of Merlins, all from s. British Columbia (fide VG, MF), and 5 others of Peregrines, 2 from Vancouver (MP, BK), and one each from s. V.I. (DFr), coastal Washington (BP), and coastal Oregon (HN). 

PLOVERS THROUGH PHALAROPES -- Black-bellied Plovers were noted in June near Victoria (KT), and at the Hump- tulips R. mouth, Grays Harbor, Wash. (G & WH). Both of these spots are regular summering locations. There were 2 rare June records of Lesser Golden-Plovers: June 15 on San Juan I., Wash. (ML) and June 20 at Ocean Shores (G & WH). The first fall migrants were noted in late July (DP). Out of 7 pairs of Snowy Plovers at least one somehow produced two chicks amidst the commotion of all-terrain vehicles at Ocean Shores (JA, EC). This outpost remains the northernmost breeding locale for the species on the Pacific Coast. There were June records of summering Semipalmated Plovers from Yaquina Bay and Tillamook (HN), Ocean Shores (G & WH), and Vancouver, B.C. (DK), no breeding attempts were noted The peak July count was 600 at Tillamook July 24 (HN). The 225 at Vancouver, B.C., July 27 (MP) was a record high count for that area. There were 7 June reports of summering Whimbrels at the usual locations: from Yaquina Bay (HN), Ocean Shores (G & WH), Sooke R., V.I. (BH) and Blackie Spit, Vancouver, B.C (JW). The peak July count was of 300 at Ocean Shores July 20-21 (DP). There were 3 records of Willets (JS, DuK, WW et al.), five plus of Long-billed Curlews and more than one of Marbled Godwit. A breeding-plumaged Hudsonian Godwit, quite rare in summer, was at Vancouver, B.C., June 8 (AS et al.). The rock shorebirds, Surfbirds and the two turnstones, arrived later than usual. In most cases large flocks were not reported until the last 5 days in July (HN, VG), and some areas never reported large numbers (G & WH, DP). This is 5-10 days later than normal Peak Calidris numbers were: 110 Sanderlings July 20 at Ocean Shores [DP), 94 Semipalmateds at Vancouver, B.C. July 31 (MF), 15,000 Westerns at Vancouver, B.C., July 13 (MP), and 700 Leasts at Tillamook, July 21 (JG). An ad. Curlew Sandpiper at Bandon, Oreg., July 25+ (JJ, VT, fide HN, ph. OS) in breeding plumage is the first photographed record for the state. Most counts of Short-billed Dowitchers were <100, except for the 2000+ noted at Ocean Shores July 20 (DP). The 110 Long-billed Dowitchers at Vancouver, B.C., July 30 (MF) was the peak count. Wilson's Phalaropes bred at Iona I. (BK). This species is not reported breeding in our Region annually. There were only 6 reports of Red-necked Phalaropes, totaling six individuals, which is well below normal for this species. 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- On the 6 pelagic trips a total of five Pomarine, five Parasitic and one Long-tailed jaegers, and one S. Polar Skua were reported. An ad. Little Gull seen June 24 in Thatcher Pass, San Juan (DPo, fide TW) is about the 4th summer Regional record. Bonaparte's Gulls in good numbers in mid-July in the Bellingham and Victoria areas were unusually early (TW, VG). Heermann's Gulls did not appear in large numbers on the coast until mid-July, which is a bit late Thousands of California Gulls were found in the Straits of Juan de Fuca (VG) and off Westport, Wash. (TW) after July 20, large numbers for these areas at this time. Very small numbers of summering Black-legged Kittiwakes were reported from the S.J.C.R. (HN, BO), Grays Harbor (DP, TW), Victoria (DS) and Vancouver (BK). Since 1979 only 2 summers, 1982 and 1983, have seen large numbers of summering kittiwakes. There were no reports of Sabine's Gulls this season, which is quite unusual Caspian Terns, were reported in flocks of up to 50 from s. V.I (BH et al.), none were found in the Q.C.Is. (TW). A record count of almost 5450 pairs nested in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor (SS). Though there were no new nesting locations, it is obvious that the population is steadily increasing. Southbound Com. Terns appeared in lower numbers than usual. The 5 sightings reported totalled only 11 birds. The small colony of Arctic Terns that has nested intermittently in Puget Sound on a dredge spoil island off Everett, Wash., since at least 1977, was located nearby on the mainland this summer. Seven young were observed June 30 (ER), and photos were obtained on 3 dates (PM, GG, DP). VG noted that there were only nine Com. Murres observed in the Victoria area this summer, compared to the hundreds reported during the last 2 summers. We hope this means that the murres breeding on the Washington coast, and perhaps Oregon as well, stayed at their colonies much longer this year than the last two. Indeed, better numbers of murre chicks were seen in late July off Westport (TW) than in the last 2 years. However, HN felt that murres on the Oregon coast may not have done well and SS noted that the murre colony at Grenville Arch, Grays Harbor, essentially failed to fledge birds. Murre reproduction may be slowly moving back towards pre- "El Nino" levels. The same may not be true for Cassin's Auklets. Counts at sea off Westport remain at the very low levels of the past 2 summers. None was seen at sea off Cape Flattery and in Queen Charlotte 
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Sound, and only one was seen off Q.C. Is (TW), even though birds were active on colonies there at night. Fewer data are available for Tufted Puffins; HN reported that the Cape Meares, Oreg. colony stayed at only six to eight pairs this summer, but at the Grenville Arch colony four to six pairs successfully colonized a new area on the mainland (SS). Good numbers of Rhinoceros Auklets were observed from shore at Grays Harbor in July (DP, TW) and Victoria (fide VG). These concentrations probably reflect local feeding conditions. Several Horned Puffins were observed in the s. Q.C.Is. this summer. One was at a Tufted Puffin colony on Kerouard I., June 5 (TW) and three were near Flatrock I., July 30-31 (JM). The colony in the n. Q.C.Is. is the only one known in the Region. There have been no sightings s. of there since 1980. There were 2 interesting observations regarding Marbled Murrelet breeding Murrelets were heard calling in the early morning of June 2, apparently from trees, at Rockfish Harbor on Louise I., Q.C.Is. (TW) and a juvenile was found dead on the beach at Ocean Shores on the early date of June 30 (DP, *U.W. Burke Museum). 

OWLS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- DF located two Flammulated Owls at Perry Butte Stub Trailhead, Diamond Lake R D, Douglas, Oreg., that were behaving as if breeding in the area He noted that the presence of Ponderosa Pines in the stand, dominated by Douglas-fir, made the area appear similar to Flammulated habitat on the e. slope of the Cascades or farther s in California. There is only one previous breeding record for our Region (AB 37:217, 1982), a chick brought in to a raptor rehabilitation center in Grants Pass, Oreg. It seems likely that a small population, perhaps contiguous with the n. California population, exists in the upper Umpqua and Rogue R. drainages Several Spotted Owls were found on the w. slope of the Olympics and on the coastal strip of Olympic N.P. Wash. (ES, fade DSm) this summer. Spotted Owls were also found at 2 new locations in s.w. British Columbia (fide DK). A Barred Owl, still rarely reported from w. Oregon, was at Glide June 15 (KK). A pair of Barred Owls, with several fledglings, found in the Queets corridor on the w. side of Olympic N.P. (ES, fide DSm) represents the first breeding record for the Olympic Peninsula, and one of still very few for the Region. Up to 10 Black Swifts were at Salt Creek Falls, Lane, Oreg. (DF, HN) during June were probably nesting, but no further evidence was observed. There are no known nesting locations for this swift in w. Oregon. The 27 reports of Rufous Hummingbird from the Victoria area, with only one nest found, were well below normal. VG thought that there had been no recovery from the decline of 1984. No other areas have reported declines. Williamson's Sapsuckers are occasionally found just w. of the Cascade Crest in our Region. This season, two were seen in Washington (G & WH, EH, PM) and one in Oregon (SH). Three- toed Woodpeckers were reported more commonly than usual this summer, from as far s. as the n.w. side of Mr. Adams (CC), and n. to W. Vancouver (EM). Western Wood-Pewees and Olive-sided Flycatchers were noted as scarce in the upper Ump- qua drainage (DF). Both were virtually unreported elsewhere. A Least Flycatcher at Pemberton Meadows, B.C., June 9 (MP et al.) furnished the 4th Vancouver area record. Dusky Flycatchers were observed more frequently than in 1984 on Diamond Lake R D (DF). Eastern Kingbird nesting pairs were found at Agassiz Slough, B.C., July 18 (MS) and 18km n.w. of Pemberton, B.C., July 14 (WW). Both locales are areas where they may breed regularly. 

LARKS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Four Horned Larks near the Portland Airport, Oreg. June 9 (DB) were at a historic nesting area where they have not been noted in recent years. A singing male was noted in Fort Lewis, Wash., in May (GW). These were the only sightings of larks from the lowland valley population that seems to have almost disappeared. The Purple Martin breeding reports were as follows: two pairs bred at Cowichan Bay, V.I. (VG), birds were seen at the L. Sammamish colony, e of Seattle, as usual (EH, GG), a few were noted in downtown Seattle (DP) and at pilings on Totten Inlet, Mason, Wash. (PM), at least 15 pairs nested in Ft. Lewis (GW), a colony near the Portland airport was active (HN), and 6-10 adults were noted near a burn full of big snags w. of Roseburg, Oreg. (DF et al.). Barn Swallows were noted to have had excellent reproductive success (VG, HN, DF). The fantastic Iona I. sewage ponds produce more than rare shorebirds; they also harbor Com. Ravens of unusual intelligence. On 2 occasions this summer they were noted eating starlings (BK, MP). Rock Wrens, either vagrants from the e. or products of isolated local populations, were seen on Saddle Mt., Clatsop, Oreg., (HN), near Mt. Rainier N.P., Wash. (TM), and on Mt. Si, King, Wash. (TWe). The W. Bluebird population in Ft. Lewis this year had the highest number of known nesting pairs to date, and the highest percentage of 2nd nestings (GW) Only one pair of W. Bluebirds was at Victoria, their northern- most breeding locale in the Region, and no nesting activity was documented there (fide VG). There were 2 reports of N. Mockingbird; one June 2 at Victoria (KT, TZ) and the other at the mouth of the Pistol R., Curry, Oreg. June 9 (JG, OS). Groups of Bohemian Waxwings, irregular breeders in the mountainous parts of the n. one-half of our Region, were noted at 3 locations along the United States/Canada border in late July: at Manning P.P., B.C. (MS), and at Harts Pass (ST) and Rainy Pass (DP) in Wash. Red-eyed Vireos were reported from several locales in w. Oregon, where their range is quite limited Individuals were noted near Estacada (fide HN), w. of Elsie in the Coast Range (HN), and at Fern Ridge Res., Eugene (SH). A pair bred at the Scappoose Airport, n.w. of Portland (JG). Reports on Nashville Warblers ranged from "such hordes" in the Douglas Cascades (DF) and many in the subalpine zone on the slopes of Mt. Adams mid-July (CC), to usual numbers present in the Skagit valley, Wash. (TW). A male Chestnut-sided Warbler was found July 18 (MDo et al.) near Naches Pass, King, Wash. Interestingly this bird was not only outside the mid-June period of all 4 previous sightings, but was at a bog at 5500' in otherwise continuous Douglas-fir forest. The bird was searched for, but not found, subsequently. The small population of Hermit Warblers near McCleary, Mason, Wash., was noted June 26 (PM). This is the only known population of this species nesting near sea level around Puget Sound, and it is the southernmost of the small populations breeding on the e. slope of the Olympics. A singing male Black-and-white Warbler, a rare vagrant, was reported from Portland June 8 (KTr, fide HN). A singing Oven- bird June 16 at Vancouver (WW et al.) provided the first record for s.w. British Columbia. 

BUNTINGS TO FINCHES -- There were an unprecedented number of sightings of Lazuli Buntings in the Vancouver, B.C, area this summer (DK). It is normally a casual species there. A male Indigo Bunting at Vancouver, B.C., June 4 (MW et al.) furnished the 2nd area record. The first breeding record for Brewer's Sparrow in the Region came from clearcuts at 3500' along the Emigrant Pass Hwy., Lane, in the Oregon Cascades. Four singing males were recorded and an incubating female was photographed on the nest in checks of the area June 23-July 1 (SH, MH, T & AM). Additionally, two adults and four immatures found at Fern Ridge Res., Oreg, July 31 (ph., MH, SH et al.) may have bred there. A single adult was found at Cottage Grove Res., July 31 (MH, SH). A Black-throated Sparrow at W. Vancouver, B.C., June 2 (JM, CA et al.) adds to the records from this spring's echo from the 1984 May-June flight. A breeding-plumaged male Chestnut-collared Longspur at S.J.C.R., July 18+ (HN, et al., ph.) provided the 5th summer record for the Region. The previous 4 were also all ad. males. Tricolored Blackbirds apparently bred at Portland again this summer, at a location near that used last year (HN). Small numbers of Red Crossbills were reported from s. British Columbia (DK), w. Washington, V.I (VG), and the s. Oregon Cascades (DF), but no nesting was reported. 
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S.A.
White-winged Crossbills invaded the Cascades of s. British Columbia and Washington during July in large numbers. The first report was from the Vancouver area in mid-June (BK). The next was from the British Columbia Cascades July 6 (WW), and by the end of July they were the most abundant, visible and vocal birds in the subalpine forests of s. British Columbia and n. Washington. In the Washington Cascades, they were locally common as far s. as the slopes of Mr. Adams and Mt. St. Helens, just n. of the Columbia R. (CC). The widespread appearance in mid-summer follows the pattern of the smaller, previous irruption in 1678. Courtship behaviors and copulation were widely noted and fledglings are expected in early fall. 
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