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Autumn Migration, 1983

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The Region enjoyed a warm autumn with late freezing of lakes and ponds, inviting lingerers. The western part of the Region was generally dry and the eastern part wet in August through October. The situation reversed after that, with November one of the wettest on record in eastern Oregon and Washington but relatively dry eastward. High water levels at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Oregon, provided roadside habitat where shorebirds were easily observed. Conversely, low water at American Falls Reservoir in southern Idaho provided excellent feeding areas for this group. 
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LOONS, GREBES -- A summer-plumaged Red-throated Loon was photographed on Cascade Res., Valley Co., Ida., Aug. 27 (MRC, m.ob.) and one was observed at Massacre Rocks S.P., Power Co , Ida , Oct. 13 (DMT). Two Arctic Loons at Massacre Rocks Nov. 6+ were eventually shot by hunters (*to Idaho St. Univ.--CHT). One was sighted on Wilson Lake Res., Jerome Co., Ida. Nov. 23 (MRC). Three were at Okanagan Landing, B.C., Nov. 21-30 (PR) and one or two were photographed on Island L., Crowsnest Pass, Alta., Nov. 1-2 (MDO, DFF, MW, CT). Silver L., Spokane Co., Wash., had two Oct. 23 (JA) and one was on L. Lenore, Grant Co., Wash., Oct. 21-22 (DP) A Yellow-billed Loon visited Okanagan Landing Nov. 21-30 (PR, m.ob.). An ad. Red-necked Grebe feeding an imm. bird at Henrys L., Fremont Co., Ida., confirmed breeding there (CHT). Malheur N.W.R. reported the best nesting success ever for W. Grebes there, with an an estimated 8750 young produced. Two ad. and two fully grown imm light-phase ("Clark's") Grebes were observed on Wilson Lake Res., Nov. 23 (MRC) and two were on the Columbia R., in Richland, Wash , Oct. 23 (REW). 
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PELICANS, CORMORANTS -- American White Pelican numbers were down markedly at N. Potholes Res., Moses L., Wash. Three of this species were on Creston Wildlife Centre, s.e. B.C., Nov. 12 (PRS). An aerial survey at Malheur Nov. 7 revealed 1285 Double-crested Cormorants, a much higher count than normal. The species had at least 30 active nests this year at N. Potholes. 

HERONS, IBISES -- Most colonial nesters at Malheur had a good year, production as follows: Great Blue Heron 940; Great Egret 1530; Snowy Egret 180; Black-crowned Night-Heron 1950 and White-faced Ibis 1020. A Cattle Egret lingered in a Franklin County, Wash., pasture in late November (TT, GS) and singles were sighted in Glacier N.P., B.C., Nov. 1 (ED) and at Revelstoke, B.C., the next day (RB). Two were sighted near Springfield, Ida. Sept. 7 (DMT, CHT) and one was at Big Timber, Mont., Oct. 6 (BE). Klamath County, Ore., had a Green-backed Heron Sept. 18 (SS) and two juveniles were at Tranquille, B.C., Aug. 3. The birds are extremely rare in interior British Columbia (RR). 

WATERFOWL -- Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., witnessed the passage of 1500 Tundra Swans, the largest aggregation reported. The sewage pond at Hatfield L., Bend, Ore., had 14 of the birds, which are rarely seen in that area. Trumpeter Swans numbered 39 at Malheur Nov. 28-29 and the three adults and one cygnet at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., remained to the period's end. A lone Trumpeter appeared at La Grande, Ore., Nov. 24-27 (JE, m.ob.). Stratford L., Grant Co., Wash., had at least nine Greater White-fronted and 16 Snow geese plus four blue-phase. A lone Greater White-fronted appeared on Pend Oreille L., n. Ida. (PLH) and Malheur had a blue-phase Snow. Up to 100,000 Canada Geese were counted on Stratford L., and other waters of Grant Co., Wash., in October (JA, RF). Their peak at Turnbull was 3899, over three times last year's, and the Idaho Panhandle aerial survey showed 3527, up slightly (I.F.G.). Malheur's goose peaks were: Canada 4535; Snow 3500; and Ross' 700. Canadas at Columbia and Saddle Mountain N.W.R.s, Othello, Wash., reached 3320 and 1470 respectively and up to 3000 were at Richland. Because of high water levels duck use at Turnbull was double last year's, with Mallards, N. Pintails and Am. Wigeon accounting for most of the rise. Mallards at Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida., peaked at 18,000, Gadwall at 1000, Canvasback at 1800, Bufflehead at 2000, Com. Goldeneye at 1000 and Red-breasted Mergansers at 200. Peak puddle duck numbers at Malheur follow: Green-winged Teal 3860, Mallard 5735, N. Pintail 7105, Cinnamon Teal 12,450, Gadwall 7890, and Am. Wigeon 8275. Numbers were comparable to previous years for puddle ducks on aerial surveys over the Idaho Panhandle Nov. 11: Mallard 11,552, Am. Wigeon 14,680, and Gadwall 450 (first time on fall count for the last). Canvasback numbers at 2700 on that survey were by far the highest since at least 1972 and Lesser Scaup showed very high numbers at 4800. Redheads numbered 16,860 and Ring-necked Ducks 2500. For rarities two Eur. Wigeon were at Yakima Nov. 25 (Y.A.S.) and a male was with four Ø wigeon on Deep L., s.e. of Northport, Wash. Nov. 15 (VB). A supposed Am. x Eur. Wigeon appeared at Bend Oct. 18 (TC). Two male Harlequin Ducks were at Trail, B.C., Nov. 7+ and a female was sighted there Nov. 21 (ME). A female Oldsquaw stayed at Turnbull Nov. 11+ (m.ob.) and one was at Castlegar, B.C., Nov. 27- 30 (ME). Surf Scoter sightings were up: at Trail (ME) and Crowsnest Pass (MDO), B.C.; at Wilson L. and Am. Falls Res. (MRC); at Massacre Rocks an imm. female collected for apparently the first Idaho specimen (JMS); at Bear Lake N.W.R., Bear Lake Co., Ida., (GLD); at Bend (TC), and Upper Klamath L., Ore. (SS), and at L. Lenore (JA). A few White-winged Scoters, slightly less unusual, appeared in s. British Columbia, n. Idaho, e. Washington and at Lakeview, Ore. Single Red- breasted Mergansers were identified on the Snake R., at Lewiston, Ida. (WHe et al.) and at Richland (REW), and Malheur obtained its first record and s.e. Oregon's second (MA). Up to eight appeared in Elk Valley near Sparwood, B.C. (DFF). 

VULTURES THROUGH FALCONS -- A very late Turkey Vulture was weathering a snowstorm on a snag near Flathead, B.C., Nov. 10 (GK). One or two nestling Ospreys were seen Aug. 7 on the artificial structure erected for them at Salmon, Ida., but successful fledging was not confirmed. A pair of Bald Eagles at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., created quite a stir when they started a nest in a cottonwood tree. Bald Eagle numbers in the McDonald Cr. area of Glacier N.P., Mont., reached their peak Oct. 26, the earliest date ever, but the peak of 251 was the lowest since 1968 (RMcC). A Red-shouldered Hawk was at Upper Klamath L. for the 3rd county record (SS). Malheur had a Broad- winged Hawk Oct. 20G, DI). An ad. Krider's Red-tailed Hawk appeared several times s. of Pullman, Wash., in October for the state's first record and an ad. and an imm. Harlan's Hawk was sighted near St. John, Wash., Oct. 2 (RS, JWW). A Ferruginous Hawk at Island City. Ore., Aug. 13 was a rare find (JE). The Elk Valley area had 23 Rough-legged Hawk reports--none last fall. An intriguing sighting of five virtually pure white hawks, apparently Buteos, came from the Kananaskis R., in the Seebe, Alta. area (M & AG). Merlin sightings were up. Gyrfalcon reports totalled three and Peregrine Falcon four. 

TURKEY THROUGH CRANES -- A Wild Turkey was reported on Moscow Mt., Moscow, Ida. (KM). The Idaho Panhandle aerial count found a peak of over 31,000 Am. Coots Oct. 14. Malheur's peak was nearly 28,000 and Turnbull's 18,060. The species was abundant in n.w. Montana. Greater Sandhill Crane numbers reached 2443 in early October at Malheur. Staging Greater Sandhills at Grays Lake Ref., Bonneville Co., Ida. numbered 3150 in late September. Migrating Lesser Sandhills in c. Washington showed in usual numbers, the largest flocks, 500 over Soap L., Sept. 20 and 1000 over the Grand Coulee. Grant Co. Sept. 17.

S.A.
Nineteen Whooping Crane chicks fledged at Grays L., making it the most successful year yet for the foster-parent breeding program there. They migrated with their parent Sandhills Oct. 8- 17 and were reported to have joined 13 older Whoopers on the New Mexico wintering grounds (ECB).


SHOREBIRDS -- An amazing 125+ Black-bellied Plovers stopped at Am. Falls Res. near Pocatello, Ida. Sept. 25 (JMS, DMT). Hubbard Res., s. of Boise, Ida., had up to 17 (MRC, JL, ST) and Lewiston, Ida., had one (RN, MK). Reardan, Wash., and Rufus, Ore., each had one (JA, RG) and one to three stopped at Malheur. The first sightings of Lesser Golden-Plovers at Malheur since 1967 were obtained in September (MA). In Idaho one appeared at Sandpoint (PRS) and up to 30 stopped at Am. Falls Res. (JMS et al.). Nakusp, B.C., had eight (GD). Snowy Plovers remained scarce at Malheur as their habitat continued to be inundated. Semipalmated Plovers were observed at Malheur and
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Bend. Single birds were at Little Camas Res., e. of Mountain Home, Ida., (KBP), and along the Snake R., near Bruneau Sand Dunes. A Hudsonian Godwit was carefully identified at Soap L., Oct. 2 for e. Washington's third record (JA). The only Marbled Godwit reports were of one at Dry Lakes ponds s. of Nampa, Ida., (MRC, ST); one at Richland (WH, REW), and a few at Malheur. Ruddy Turnstones may be more common at Malheur than records indicate, for the species was seen Aug. 15-Sept. 2 with five on the latter date (CDL). One was at Richland for one of very few e. Washington sightings (REW) and Swan L., Vernon, B.C., had one (MC). A Red Knot appeared at Blacks Creek Res., near Boise (MRC) and one was photographed at Dry Lakes (AL). Malheur also had one (A & MA). Up to seven Sanderlings stopped at Blacks Creek Res. (MRC), and Springfield Bottoms at Am. Falls Res., had up to 40 (JMS, DMT, CHT). The birds were passing through Malheur Sept. 13-25. A sprinkling of Semipalmated Sandpipers passed through the Region Aug. 17-Nov. 17. One on the former date at Bend furnished the first county record (TC) and one at Malheur Sept. 25 was noteworthy (SS). A few Dunlins appeared at Hubbard Res. (MRC et al.), at Bend (TC, CM) and at Fortine, Mont., for only the 6th year in 62 years of observing (WW). Lower Klamath N.W.R. was visited by eight Short-billed Dowitchers (SS, JC), up to four were at Bend (TC), and the sewage ponds at Joseph, Ore., attracted the species (FC). The Dry Lakes had one (MRC, ST) and Dry L., near Fortine, did likewise (WW). A Red Phalarope dropped in at Bend Aug. 28 for the 2nd county record (TC) and three were with Red-necked Phalaropes at the Walla Walla R. mouth, Wash., Sept. 23 & 27 (FH, BH, DW). 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- An imm. Parasitic Jaeger was present at Springfield for about 2 weeks in November and was photo- graphed (CHT, DMT) and one was harassing gulls along the Columbia R., near McNary Dam Sept. 11 (MCo). A Franklin's Gull visited Swan L., Sept. 19 (PR) and one appeared near Klamath Falls Oct. 29 (SS). The species had no nesting success at Malheur because of high water levels. An imm. bird was at Coeur d' Alene, Ida., in early September (WT) and one was sighted at Hubbard Res., Sept. 4 (MRC). By contrast, 2000± were in the Springfield vicinity (DMT). American Falls Res. had 200-300 Bonaparte's Gulls Oct. 23 and the Dry Lakes had one to three in August (G.E.A.S.). A few had arrived at Malheur by mid- August. Seven Bonaparte's remained from a population of 21 that reportedly summered at Lakeview, Ore. (KTS). A Mew Gull was reported at Lewiston Oct. 8 (LL, MK, RS). Herring Gulls appeared in increased numbers at several reservoirs in s. Idaho. Particularly notable were 45+ at Cascade Res. (MRC). A Herring Gull at Sparwood was that locality's first (DFF) and one at Malheur was the second there (TC). Up to five Thayer's Gulls were carefully identified at American Falls in November (MT, CHT) and one was described at Lucky Peak Res., e. of Boise Oct. 12 (MRC). This species may have been around all along but observers here are just learning how to identify it. A Glaucous- winged Gull appeared in late November at Okanagan Landing, B.C. (MC, AC), and a few were sighted along the Snake and Columbia rivers from Ice Harbor Dam e. of Pasco to Celilo, Wash. Kamloops, B.C., had an imm. Glaucous Gull Nov. 19, (RH). An imm. Black-legged Kittiwake at Clarkston, Wash., Nov. 20 was apparently the second ever there (MK, LL, PS). One or two imm. Sabine's Gulls at the Yakima R. mouth Sept. 9 & 17 were noteworthy (EM, DL, REW). A single Caspian Tern was at Bend Aug. 15 (CM) and one was sighted at Kootenai N.W.R., Sept. 2 (LDN). Up to nine Com. Terns were counted on Am. Falls Res., near Springfield in November (DMT et al.) and one was on the Snake R., at Hagerman Oct. 2 (MRC, DMT, CHT, m.ob.). An imm. Arctic Tern at Bend Sept. 9 provided the 2nd county record (TC). 

PIGEON THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS – A Band-tailed Pigeon was identified in s.w. Gallatin County, Mont., Aug. 24 (GC). The only Flammulated Owl reports for the period were of one found injured near Conconully, Wash. (JD), one heard near Henrys Fork (DMT), and one banded at Pocatello (JJ). One of the rarely reported N. Hawk-Owl was found in Mt. Revelstoke N.P., B.C. (BB). A pair of Great Gray Owls at Spring Cr., Union Co., Ore., raised two young; a third was apparently killed by a N. Goshawk (JE, HN et al.). One was near Wauconda, Wash., in early November (GH) and one with a broken wing was found near Vernon (JGr). A Barred Owl near Sparwood provided the 2nd record there (DFF). The species was also reported from Lincoln County, Mont.; Helena; Coeur d'Alene; and Spokane. The only N. Saw-whet Owls reported were one flushed at Malheur Sept. 25 (SS, JC, KTS) and one in sagebrush in Moses Coulee, Grant Co., Wash., in October (RF) Black Swifts were reported only over the Fraser R. near Dunster, B.C., and at Sacajawea Peak, Wallowa Co., Ore. Anna's Hummingbirds were last seen in Bend Oct. 6. An Anna's appeared at a Spokane feeder Aug. 12 and one or two ad. males stayed there during September and October. Then an imm. bird showed up Oct. 29-Nov. 17; the birds left of their own accord in spite of the feeder (JA, WH, RM). Two male and two female Anna's frequented a Vernon feeder October+ (JGr). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Three pairs of Lewis' Woodpeckers were found in a burn near the Fisher-Kootenai R confluence, Lincoln Co., Mont., for a new locality but their numbers at Eureka, Mont., were very low (D & DH). A Red-breasted Sapsucker was sighted in the mountains n. of Enterprise, Ore., Oct. 27 (MCo) Single Williamson's Sapsuckers were sighted at Fields Spring S P , Asotin Co., Wash., and at Darland Mt., w. of Yakima. A female White-headed Woodpecker, rare in s. British Columbia, was sighted near Castlegar Nov. 23 (MB). Elsewhere the species was reported only at a few spots in c. Washington; at Grangeville, Ida. and at Burns, Ore A "yellow-shafted" N. Flicker was at Malheur Sept. 28 (DI, OS, JG) An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Turnbull Aug. 5 was only the lain long's second (AP, MP, THR). A mixed flock of thousands of swallows was over Vanderhoof, B.C., Aug. 13 and a concentration of 1000± Violet-green Swallows was at Ft. Klamath where this is an annual event Several large flocks of the latter were observed in the Columbia Basin of Washington, the largest 600-700 at Pateros. Barn Swallows were like- wise abundant in the Basin where 5000± were over a com field s of Potholes Res., Oct. 2; a few Cliff and Bank swallows were with them 

JAYS THROUGH MOCKINGBIRD -- Single Blue Jays appeared at Fortine Nov. 1-15 (WW), in Kalispell, Mont. (fide EJ). One visited a Bend feeder Oct. 20 for the 2nd county record (CE) and one stopped briefly at Kimberley, B.C., Oct. 22 (MVW). Bend had a real rarity in the form of a Scrub Jay that stayed at a feeder through November (BL) Two White-breasted Nuthatches, rare in s.e. Idaho, were found near Tetonia Aug. 27 (DMT). A Bewick's Wren was identified at Lakeview Oct. 25 (KTS). The birds seem to be extending their range E, for sightings were made as far as Pullman and Albion, Wash., and Kamiah, Ida. Flocks of up to 60 Mountain Bluebirds moved through Bend and a tremendous flock of 350 was reported at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. Monida, Mont. (BW). Brushy ravines dropping into the Grand Coulee yielded 50+ Townsend's Solitaires Sept. 17-18 (S.A.S.). Varied Thrushes were particularly numerous in the vicinity of Wenatchee, Wash., in Lincoln County, Mont., and at Bend. A N. Mockingbird was photographed at Cascade Res., Aug. 27 (MRC, G.E.A.S.) and one appeared near Yakima Oct. 28 (Y.A.S.). 

PIPITS THROUGH STARLINGS -- About 500 Water Pipits were migrating through the Banks L. area, Grant Co., Wash., Sept. 17-18 and the species was abundant on high-elevation, reclaimed mine spoil and in cultivated fields near Sparwood, with flocks of up to 75 (DFF) Hundreds had gathered in alpine areas of Steens Mr., Harney Co., Ore , Sept. 24 (CDL) and the birds were very common in migration at Rupert Two Bohemian Waxwings on Browne Mt., Spokane Sept. 12 were extremely early (previous earliest date for the area was Oct. 12) suggesting possible breeding in nearby mountains. Bonners Ferry's first sighting was Oct. 30. Flocks of Eur. Starlings totaling a monstrous 20,000 were in the vicinity of Osoyoos, B.C., Oct. 19 (SC). 

WARBLERS -- The Tennessee Warbler was reported for the Dunster and Sparwood areas and one was listed for Lincoln County, Mont (D & DH). An imm. Black-throated Blue Warbler was identified Sept 10 at Cottonwood Creek Camp Ground, Boise N.F., e. of Boise (MRC, A & HL). Single Black-throated Gray Warblers were noted at Brooks Memorial S.P., n. of Goldendale, Wash. (Y.A.S.) and at Malheur (MA) The species was migrating through Bend Aug. 25-Nov. 15 (TC, CS). Single Blackpoll Warblers appeared at Fields Sept. 27 and were photographed at Malheur Sept. 28 & Oct. 2 (JG, RSm, DI, B & JK et al.) and a Black-
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and-white Warbler was at Pocatello Aug. 12 (EF). A male Hooded Warbler in full breeding plumage was identified near Pendleton, Ore., Oct. 21-22 (JE, NB, C & MCo, REW) and probably the same bird was photographed Nov. 8 (FH, MD, DW), constituting the first record for e. Oregon. 

SPARROWS, BLACKBIRDS -- A Clay-colored Sparrow at Fields Sept. 27 apparently provided e. Oregon's 3rd record. and a Le Conte's Sparrow there the same day may have been the state's first (JG, D1, RSm). A female-plumaged Lark Bunting at Miller I. near Klamath Falls presumably constituted Oregon's second record (SS). A LeConte's Sparrow photographed at Swan L., Nov. 15-16 established the Okanagan Valley's first record (PR). A Swamp Sparrow was identified at Boise Sept. 15 (MRC). A very meager sprinkling of White-throated, Golden-crowned and Harris' sparrows was noted. White-crowned numbers appeared high in the w. part of the Region with a high of 1200 Sept. 28 at Sunnyside Game Range, Wash. (PM). A few Lapland Longspurs appeared: at the mine spoils near Sparwood, s. of Boise, and at Fortine. A few Snow Buntings were reported, with the largest numbers at the Sparwood mine spoils, which had flocks of up to 100. Vaseux L., s. of Penticton, B.C., had a Rusty Blackbird, the only report of the species (SC). 

FINCHES -- Rosy Finches staged a major eruption in the Sparwood area, with flocks of up to 700 birds on the mine spoils; several Hepburn's were among them. Purple Finches were sighted at Dunster (MR), at Chandler S.P., Lake Co., Ore., (SS) and at Burns (A & MA) and Fields (DI). The only Com. Redpolls reported were a flock of 50 at Polson, Mont. (BW). 

ADDENDA -- Dennis Paulson commented that the photo of a supposed Laughing Gull (AB 37:893) looks to him like a Little Gull. Mark R. Collie remarked that Herring Gulls at Little Camas Res. (AB 37:893) are probably of regular occurrence as migrants and summer visitors, and that Franklin's Gulls at Dry Lakes (Ada County, not Canyon County) (AB 37:893) are represented by previous records there. 
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Autumn Migration, 1983

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION /Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.

At Vancouver, British Columbia, temperatures were near normal August-October with rainfall 85% of normal. November was warm and very wet with rainfall 230% of normal. Exotic shorebirds and vagrant warblers were little noted, but three very rare Siberian songbirds in late fall presaged an unprecedented winter movement. The topic of most interest was the effect of El Nino. As we are privy to but a piece of that global puzzle, cautious interpretation is advised. Nevertheless, El Nino seems implicated in extraordinary population shifts of Brown Pelicans, Heermann's Gulls, Elegant and Caspian terns, Common Murres. and Cassin's Auklets.
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LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- A winter plumaged Yellow-billed Loon reported last summer was seen again Aug. 24 (†DK, †MD, PC., Siddle et al.) & Sept. 20 in Semiahmoo Bay, White Rock, B.C., (GA). Three other sightings were of normal migrants after Oct. 2 at Port Angeles, Wash., Saanich, V.I., and W. Vancouver, B.C. Pelagic reports represent 11 offshore trips Aug. 17-Oct. 9. However, 7 of these were during the brief "peak season," Aug. 27-Sept. 11. Seven left from Grays Harbor, Wash. (TW, EH), 2 from Oregon ports (JC, DI), and 2 to La Perouse Bank off s.w. V.I. (MS, fide VG). A Solander's Petrel (Pterodroma solandri) off Westport, Wash., Sept. 11 (†DA, †W et al.) was seen briefly but clearly at a pelagic bird feeding concentration over Grays Canyon. It was a first for Washington of this c. Pacific species and only the 2nd report from the West coast (AB 35:857, 973). Details will be published elsewhere. Sooty and Short-tailed shearwaters staged a notable invasion of "In- land Sea" waters. "Unprecedented numbers" of Sooties were seen off Victoria, VA., with hundreds passing Clover Pt., off and on Sept. 26- Nov. 19 (m. ob., fide VG). Short-tailed Shearwaters were noted in the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca and on the Washington and Oregon coasts Aug. 23-Nov. 26 (*RW). Two hundred Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels Aug. 20-22 were seen between Port Orford, Oreg. and the California border, a most unusual inshore movement (JC, DF). One likely consequence of El Nino was a Brown Pelican invasion n. of the Columbia R. Peak counts included 1000 off Long Beach, Pacific Co., Wash., Aug. 17 (RW) and 250 in the Grays Harbor channel Oct. 8 (TW), with 600 still at the N.J.C.R., Oct. 22 (RW). Vancouver I. reports included up to five Oct. 15-16 at Victoria (fide VG) and 24 in Port Renfrew Aug. 23. Stragglers reached Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 27 (†D. Roberts) and Seattle Nov. 11 (DB, EH et al.) where they had not been previously recorded in this century. Brown Pelicans this far n. are usually juveniles, but Washington flocks this fall contained 20-40% adults. Last fall's pelican movement was only slightly less impressive (AB 37:215). Late fall concentrations of Great Egrets in Oregon continue to build with record high counts this year of 109 at Coos Bay Nov. 4 (J. McDowell, fide AMG) and 83 at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene Nov. 11 (DF, BC). Only five birds were seen at 3 locations in Washington with one n. to Port Susan, near Everett Oct. 1 (D. Kvamme et al.). A total of 17 Cattle Egrets was reported Oct. 26+, 12 in Oregon, two in Washington, and three to British Columbia. An imm. Black-crowned Night-Heron at Westham I., near Vancouver, B.C. Aug. 26+ (DK) furnished an unusual local record, while a group of six to seven at Stanwood, Snohomish Co. Wash. Nov. 12+ (J. & S. Van Neil et al.) may have wintered. 

GEESE THROUGH CRANES -- An Emperor Goose was found at Yachats, Lincoln Co., Oreg. Oct. 29+ (R. Robb, JG et al., fide DF, HN) and another appeared at Coos Bay, Oreg. Nov. 19 (fide AMG). A flock of 27 Brant Sept. 6 in Quick's Bottom, Saanich, VA., was both extremely early and at an unusual inland location (†DFr et al. fide VG). A male Tufted Duck with a possible female companion was photographed Oct. 26-27 near Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (RW, G. Lippert, ph.). This was the 4th year in the last 5 that the species was noted in Washington. A female King Eider at Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 24+ (B. Emory et al.) furnished the 5th record for that area. Two Oldsquaws Aug. 6 off Cordova Spit, s. VA. (A. Porcher, fide VG) and 12 at Pt. Roberts Sept. 11 (WW) were well ahead of the usual mid-October influx. Single Barrow's Golden- eyes at Sequim Bay, Clallam Co., Wash., Sept. 13 (EH) and at Pt. Roberts Sept. 19 (WW) were down from the mountains at least a month early. The annual Turkey Vulture parade over Victoria was near normal with 200+ daily Sept. 25-29. November stragglers were noted from 
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near Vancouver, B.C., s. Thirty Black-shouldered Kites in Oregon was exactly as reported last year. A roosting flock at Fern Ridge Res., built to 14 by period's end (BC, DF, SH), while at Ashland in the Rogue R. valley, 11 birds shared a roost Oct. 11 until dispersing in mid-November (MM). For the 7th year in succession kites were noted in Washington, with one at Nisqually N.W.R., near Olympia Oct. 1-22 (S. Thompson et al.) and a juvenile Oct. 29 n. to the Samish Flats, Skagit Co. (T. Bock). Our accipiter tallies remained consistent, with 90 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 84 Cooper's, and 11 N. Goshawks reported, compared to 97, 70, and 10 last year. There are no clear migratory concentrations, although ca. 75% of sightings were for September and October. Cooper's/Sharp-shinned ratios exhibit striking Regional differences. British Columbia observers reported 1:12 Cooper's for every Sharp-shinned 11:31 for the Victoria area, Oregon observers reported 0.95:1, while Washingtonians cited just 0.39:1. Four Red-shouldered Hawks in Oregon this fall was half of last year's record total. Two were noted away from the s. coastal nesting outpost, one Oct. 15 at Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis (J. Krabbe, fide EE) and the other in mid-November in nearby n Lane County (AP, fide DF). The only Swainson's Hawk noted was a migrant at 6000 ft on Mt. Rainier, Wash., Aug. 4 (GR et al.). A Rough- legged Hawk at Sea I., near Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 28 (H. & W. Hesse) was about a month ahead of schedule. One at Lebanon, Oreg., Sept. 30 was judged 10 days early there (B. Thackaberry, fide DF). Falcons are holding their own, judging by the number of reported sightings. At least four Gyrfalcons compares to an average of 2.6 for the previous 5 years. One Sept. 6 at Vancouver, B.C., was very early (MMG). Sixty-five Peregrine reports was up from the 5-year average of 40, as were Merlin reports, with 74 this fall compared to the average of 65 Five Prairie Falcons reported in Oregon is normal. Two hunting Mt. Rainier's alpine slopes Sept. 7-25 (EH, D. Wechsler, A. Stepniewski) and another high in Garibaldi P.P., n. of Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 22 (B. McGrenere) chose the high road s. Another at Leadbetter Pt., on the s. Washington coast Sept. 26 (RW) was well out of range. As usual, hundreds of Sandhill Cranes gathered on Sauvie I., Sept. 23-Nov. 20. Three hundred were still present in late November at Camas Swale, Lane Co., Oreg. (AP, fide DF), another traditional rest stop Nine in C. Saanich, V.I., Sept. 11 was the next largest concentration noted (BW, AM, fide VG). The Oregon birds may come down the Columbia R., from the interior. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Lesser Golden-Plovers peaked at 200 at Ocean Shores Sept. 18 (EH et al.), an increase over the past 2 years. The last was one Oct. 29 at S.J.C.R. (OS, fide HN). A few of the form fulva-- candidate for full species status (Auk 100:607-620)--were identified Sept. 5 & 18 at Ocean Shores (DP, EH) & Sept. 6 at Nehalem Meadows, Oreg. (†DI). Thirteen Blue-listed Snowy Plovers were at Coos Bay Oct. 12 (L. Thornburgh, fide AMG), and 30 were at Sutton Beach, Lane Co., Oreg., Dec. 3, (BC, DF, SH). Single Am. Avocets strayed W of the Cascades to Ocean Shores Aug. 28 (B. Reichert) and to Bandon, Oreg., Sept. 4, (M. Robbins, .fide HN), and four to Coos Bay, Aug. 28, (T. Morgan, fide HN). Bandon seems a favored site, as avocets appeared there in 1977 and 1978 also. Eight Solitary Sandpipers Aug. 21-Oct. 1 were fewer than the average for a fall season. Sightings of one-five Willets were widely scattered along the coasts of Oregon and Washington. One at Port Angeles, Wash., Oct. 3+ (SS et al.) may have been the same individual that wintered there last year. Two Upland Sandpipers on V.I. furnished the first fall reports since 1980. One was 15 mi s. of Campbell R., Aug. 20 - 25 (†R. Catchpole, fide H. Telosky) and the other was at Esquimault Lagoon near Victoria Sept. 27 (†B. & M. Meiklejohn, fide VG). The only concentration of Long-billed Curlews was the traditional flock of 25-30 on n. Willapa Bay Aug. 19-Sept. 18 (RW, R. Knapp; WW et al.) Three single birds strayed to near Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 6 & Oct. 5 & 25 (fide DK). A Hudsonian Godwit Aug. 14-16 at Reifel Ref., Ladner, B.C. (†BK, DA, P. Yorke--ph.) may then have strayed S to the Samish R. delta, Skagit Co., Wash., where one was noted Aug. 31 (J. van Os), for w. Washington's 5th ever. Hudsonian Godwits have been recorded in the Region each fall since 1974, most often in the Vancouver, B.C. area. A red-breasted ad. Bar-tailed Godwit Aug. 9 at the Dungeness R mouth, Clallam Co., Wash. (†SS), constituted the only report this season. Bar-tailed Godwits have been recorded in 9 of the past 12 fall seasons with most reports from the Washington and Oregon coasts. A single Red Knot Nov. 1 at Victoria was late (RS, fide VG). Semipalmated Sandpiper reports were again concentrated in the Vancouver, B.C., area, with 18 sightings of 25+ individuals, and on the Oregon coast, with 12 sightings of 19+ individuals. Washington ob- servers reported 2 sightings of four individuals, none coastal. Most reports were in August with the latest a single Sept. 25 at Iona I. (BK) The 15,000 W. Sandpipers Aug. 2 at Tillamook Bay, Oreg., had declined to 2500 by Sept. 8 and to 400 by Sept. 17, representative of a very heavy coastal movement (fide HN). Baird's Sandpipers peaked at 25 at Delta, B.C., Sept. 6 (MF, T. Plath, MP) with a very late straggler Oct 10 at Ocean Shores (JS). A winter-plumaged adult at the Siuslaw R mouth, near Florence, Oreg. Sept. 12 was most unusual (DF, SH). One hundred and ten Pectoral Sandpipers at Iona I., Sept. 16 was the sea- son's high count, declining to 30 there Oct. 15, with none thereafter (DA, JI, S. Hosie). One Pectoral lingered until Nov. 14 at the Nehalem ponds, Oreg. (JG, OS, fide HN). Sharp-tailed Sandpipers rated below par with maxima of five at Iona I., Sept. 18 (DK, JI, MMG et al.) and three at Ocean Shores Oct. 10 (JS). One at Iona I., Nov, 9 (A. Grass) was the only sighting after mid-October. A Curlew Sandpiper at Iona I., Sept. 17 (†GA, m.ob.) was British Columbia's sixth. This species has now been recorded 3 fall seasons in a row. Stilt Sandpipers were unusually scarce with five individuals reported Aug. 16-Oct. 8, contrasting with last fall's record 30+ sightings. Nine Buff-breasted Sand- pipers Aug. 18-Oct. 1 was below the average of 12 for 1980-1982. The 19 Ruffs Aug. 4-Oct. 13 was an all time Regional high. Four were found together Sept. 12 at the Siuslaw R. mouth, near Florence, Oreg. (†DF, SH, BC). Short-billed Dowitcher numbers declined sharply after mid- September, and the last was reported Oct. 28 at Reifel I., Ladner, B.C. (MP, MF). Numbers of Long-billeds tapered off after late October Red-necked and Red phalaropes were in very low numbers offshore Red Phalaropes were unreported on 5 of 7 pelagic trips out of Grays Harbor (TW, EH). However, November storms brought dozens ashore at Victoria, V.I. (fide VG), and from Willapa Bay, Wash., to Lane County, Oreg. (RW, G & GR, DF, HN et al.). 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Pomarine and Long-tailed jaegers, although in below average numbers offshore, were noted onshore
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with exceptional frequency. Pomarines were sighted at Vancouver, B.C., Pt. Roberts, Ocean Shores, the Columbia R. jetties, and Newport, Oreg., (m.ob.), from early to mid-September. Eight Long-tailed Jaegers were onshore Sept. 2-24, with six of these between Vancouver and Victoria, B.C. (fide DK, VG). RW identified six skuas Sept. 15-25 from shore off the N.J.C.R. Franklin's Gull reports were down with maxima of only three at Iona I., B.C., and Everett, Wash., in September. Single ad. Little Gulls were reported Sept. 17-18 at Pt. Roberts (F. Kile, †DK et al.), Sept. 21 at Iona I. (†BK, †MP), and about Victoria Sept. 22-Nov. 16 (m.ob. fide VG). It is possible that only a single bird was involved. An ad. Common Black-headed Gull was about Victoria Aug. 20-Sept. 25. This is a privileged location for this very rare visitor to our Region. Bonaparte's Gulls off Victoria were estimated at 15,000-20,000 Oct. 29-Nov. 19 (KT, RS, VG). Heermann's Gulls were more abundant and widespread than usual, presumably reflecting the impact of El Nino on their Gulf of California breeding colonies. The 10-20% immatures noted at Westport and in the San Juan Is., was considered an exceptionally high proportion (G. Walker, TW). Hundreds remained in the Washing- 
[image: ]
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Nehalem Sewage Lagoon, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Sept. 25, 1983. Photo/O. Schmidt. 

ton San Juans Nov. 13 (TW). Single first-year Glaucous Gulls Aug. 18 at Tsawwassen near Ladner, B.C. (†MP) and Sept. 13 at Victoria (MS, fide VG) were very early. Five birds Nov. 5+ were normal. Inshore Sabine's Gulls were reported from Vancouver and Victoria, B.C., Pt. Roberts and Seattle, Wash., and Newport and Coos Bay, Oreg., Aug. 24-Oct. 29. 

S.A.
Caspian Terns experienced near total nesting failure at their s.w. Washington colonies and most had left the Region by mid- September. But El Nino's most dramatic effect was the unprecedented invasion of Elegant Terns N from California. Although occasionally numerous as far n. as Humboldt Bay in n. California in post-breeding dispersal (e.g. AB 37:220), none had ever before been recorded in this Region. The drama opened Aug. 4 with a sighting at Coos Bay in s. Oregon (fide AMG). August 6 brought the Coos Bay total to 29 (M. Graybill, B. Pitman, fide DF) and three to Ocean Shores, Wash. (D. & C. Bruce, G. & W. Hoge). By Aug. 20-22 there were 26 at Cape Blanco, 40 at Yaquina Bay, and 14 at Tillamook Bay in Oregon; 25 at Long Beach and 21 at Ocean Shores in Washington; and seven N to Boundary Bay, near Vancouver, B.C. (R. Stallcup et al.; photos, MD, KT) for a Canadian first. The Grays Harbor flock reached 100 Sept. 4, while 200+ frequented the Rogue R. mouth in s. Oregon to Sept. 15. Numbers thereafter declined sharply, with one Nov. 13 at Coos Bay the last reported (AMG). Most were apparently adults, some still showing traces of the pink of breeding plumage.

Forster's Terns strayed N and W of their normal path en route to California with an adult noted at Blaine, Wash., and nearby at Crescent Beach, B.C., Aug. 25-Sept. 11 (†WW, †BK). Another was at the N.J.C.R., Sept. 14 (†RW) and three were reported in Oregon Sept. 1-21. Black Terns did likewise with singles noted at Seattle Aug. 23 (DH), Yaquina Bay, Oreg., Sept. 7 (HN), and at Ocean Shores Sept. 17-18 (EP, H. Fray; BK). El Nino conditions discouraged nesting by Com. Murres and Cassin's Auklets (see Table 2). The large Rhinoceros Auklet colony on Protection I., Wash., was apparently little affected, as somewhat colder waters prevailed in the inner Strait of Juan de Fuca (Pac. Northwest 17(9):19- 20). Two Xantus' Murrelets off Westport, Wash., Sept. 11, after this summer's sighting, were the first since 1979. Ancient Murrelets migrating E past Clover Pt., Victoria peaked at 7000 Nov. 2 and 13,000 Nov. 19 (RS, fide VG). Where they go is a mystery, as the largest number reported elsewhere was 100 at Pt. Roberts, Nov. 22 (JI). 

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- No Snowy Owls were reported anywhere by period's end, an unprecedented event. Barred Owls were found at 10 locations between Seattle, Victoria, and Vancouver, B.C., as they continued to consolidate their position here. A Long-eared Owl at Sauvie I., Oreg. Aug. 13-Sept. 23 (V. Teale, D. Daly, fide HN) was
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early. Two were near Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 11-18 (m.ob.), and an- other was in Saanich. V.I., Nov. 18 (S. Fowler, A. Drabitt, tide VG). A Common Poorwill found stunned Oct. 11 near Burlington, Skagit Co., Wash. (J. Wiggers, fide TW). was brought in for rehabilitation. They are very rare w. of the Cascades in Washington. The last Black Swifts were 11 over Willapa Bay. Wash., Sept. 18,(WW, MD, MF). Vaux's Swifts were still migrating at Portland, Oreg. on the very late date of Nov. 5 (DI). Single male Calliope Hummingbirds in the Rogue R. valley Aug. 3 & 16 (MM) were near the edge of their breeding range. Single Lewis' Woodpeckers strayed to C. Saanich, V.I. Oct. 8 (DFr. fide VG) and to Corvallis, Oreg., Oct. 28 (B. & N. Hacker. fide EE). A Three-toed Woodpecker in Victoria was well described Sept. 19 (†R. MacKenzie-Grieve, W. Bowie, fide VG) for the first confirmed record for s. VA., though they nest farther n. on the island. "Pure" Yellow- shafted N. Flickers arrived as early as Sept. 16 in Seattle (DH) and Sept. 21 in C. Saanich, V.I. (BW, fide VG). The last flycatcher departure dates were: Olive-sided, Sept. 10. Dungeness, Wash., (SS, fide DS); W. Wood-Pewee, Oct. 1, Eugene, Oreg., (DF): Willow, Sept. 22, C. Saanich, V.I. (J & RS, title VG); Hammond's Sept. 29, near Vancouver, Wash., (fide WC); and Western, Oct. 6, Saanich, V.I. (J & RS, fide VG). Seven Say's Phoebes noted Aug. 13-Oct. 17 from near Vancouver and Victoria, B.C., Westport, Wash., and Capes Meares and Blanco. Oreg. was normal. Three Ash- throated Flycatchers strayed N and W. of their breeding range to Portland, Oreg., Aug. 17 (S. Jaggers, fide HN), Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 29-30 (J-DK, 2MD et al.), and Long Beach, V.I., Sept. 7 (†MS, fide VG). The lone Tropical Kingbird sighted was at Winchester Bay near Reedsport, Oreg, Oct. 23 (M. Sawyer, D. Herr, fide HN). A W. Kingbird at Metchosin s. V.I. Oct. 1 (Mr. & Mrs. J. Collins, M & VG) was the farthest n.w. and the latest of the 7 Regional reports. Fifty Purple Martins at Nehalem Meadows, Oreg., Sept. 10-17 (M. Hunter, fide HN) was the largest concentration noted and the latest observation. The last of 4 Bank Swallow reports was of one Sept. 5 in C. Saanich, V.I. (KT, fide VG). 

JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS -- A Blue Jay appeared Nov. 2+ near Issaquah, King Co., Wash. (B. Johnson). Steller's Jays "invaded" the Victoria, V.I. area beginning in mid-August (fide VG) and were noted as unusually numerous in Whatcom and Skamania cos., Wash., and about Eugene, Oreg. this fall (fide TW. WC. DF). Single Scrub Jays strayed N to Bremerton, Kitsap Co., in early September (fide J. Carson) and to Olympia Oct. 2-5 (D. White, T. Shaver, fide I. Allen), N of their normal range in s.c. Washington. A Clark's Nutcracker was w. to near Toledo, Oreg. in late October (F. Shrock, fide HN) Black-billed Magpies turned up near Ruch, s. Oreg., Sept. 19-Oct. 1 (J. Keller, fide, Me MM). at the Nisqually N.W.R., near Olympia, Wash., Oct. 7, (T. Peterson), and at Reifel I., near Ladner, B.C., Oct. 20+ (DK. C. Trefry, L. Haggert). These somewhat unusual corvid sightings are correlated with a substantial Mountain Chickadee movement into the low- lands beginning in late September and remarked upon by observers from Pacific County. Wash. to North Bend, Oreg., A Pygmy Nuthatch Aug. 17 in Saanich, V.I. (†MS, fide VG), was one of very few reports w. of the Cascade divide. The gnatcatcher Aug. 1 in Saanich, V.I. (†R. & F. Stoba, fide VG), was British Columbia's 3rd record. Though presumably a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, details pro- vided do not allow a positive identification. It could not be found subsequently. Single Mountain Bluebirds at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Sept. 6 (FK) and at Sea I., near Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 11 (JI), and a flock of two-seven at Victoria, V.I., Nov. 12-27 (RS, m.ob. fide VG) were displaced migrants. Northern Mockingbirds were almost numerous with 8 reports. The first hint of the outstanding "Siberian invasion" in the offing was the one-day visit of a Siberian Accentor Oct. 30 at Indian I., near Port Townsend, Wash. It was found and identified by JS and subsequently seen by M. Egger & DP (ph.), but could not be found subsequently. To our knowledge, this was the first report outside Alaska, where it is known to have occurred but 4 or 5 times. Three Bohemian Waxwings Nov. 20, at Cypress P.P., n. of Vancouver, B.C. was unusual (JI). A Loggerhead Shrike strayed to Sauvie I., Oct. 13 (HN). Northern Shrikes arrived on or shortly after Oct. 1 throughout the Region.
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Siberian Accentor, Indian I., Jefferson Co., Wash., Oct. 30, 1983. Photo / D. Paulson

Vagrant warblers were little noted this fall. There were two Tennessee Warblers Sept. 17 in Saanich, V.I. (†RS, fide VG); a Magnolia Warbler Sept. 22 at the N.J.C.R. (†RW), Washington’s 3rd single-person sight record: an Am. Redstart Aug. 6 at Chehalis. Wash. (K. Burden et al.): and single N. Waterthrushes Aug. 25 at Vancouver, B.C. (†BM), and Oct. 1 at Ft. Canby S.P., near Ilwaco, Wash. (†EP). Eight Palm Warblers appeared Oct. 5+ on the outer coast from s. V.I., to s. Oregon. One was away from the coast in W. Vancouver. B.C., Oct. 2 (†AP). Nashville Warblers strayed to Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 25 & 30 (MP, MF) and to Saanich near Victoria, V.I., Sept. l0 & Nov. 20-21 (TZ. VG. MS). The last Yellow Warbler reported was Sept. 22 at Metchosin, s. VA. (M & VG). The last Black-throated Grays were Oct. 9 at Eugene (DF) and Nov. 5 at Wolf Creek (B. Peters), both Oreg. The last Hermit was Oct. 7 near Eugene (L. Hamm, fide EEL The last MacGillivray's was Sept. 29 at Alaksen N.W.A., near Vancouver, B.C. (DK). The last Com. Yellowthroat was Oct. 16 at Ashland. s. Oreg. (MM). and the last Wilson's were Sept. 29 at the Alaksen N.W.A. (DK) & Oct. 16 in w. Skamania County, Wash. (fide WC). 

BUNTINGS THROUGH GOLDFINCHES: -- Two Lazuli Buntings Oct. 3-8 at Eugene. Oreg., were unusual (DF, SH). A Dickcissel, at H. Norbisrath's feeder near Forks, Clallam Co., Wash. Nov. 4-16 (DS, M. Carmody; SS. ph.) furnished the first state and 4th Regional record. The only Am. Tree Sparrows noted were one-three at Delta, B.C., Nov. 25-28 (C. Butt, JI). A Clay-colored Sparrow, Nov. 5+, at a North Bend, Oreg., feeder was a Coos County first (B. Griffin, m.ob., fide AMG, HN). Stray Lark Sparrows on the coast included singles Sept. 5-10 at Nehalem Meadows, Oreg (DI, M. Koninendyke), Oct. 4 at the N.J.C.R. (RW), and Nov. 26 at Devil's Elbow S.P., Lane Co., Oreg. (BC, DF). The last two were identified as immatures. A Lark Bunting, Nov. 4, in N. Vancouver, B.C. (G. Thomson), was only the 2nd Vancouver area record and the 5th for the Region in fall. Single Swamp Sparrows were reported Oct. 16 from Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis, Oreg., (A. & D. Martin, fide EE), Oct. 30-Nov. 25 from C. Saanich (MS, KT, R. Williams, fide VG), & Nov. 7-8 from Saanich, V.I. (TZ, ph., fide VG). Twenty-three White-throated Sparrows were reported beginning Sept. 25; 14 in British Columbia, four in Washington, and five in Oregon. Eight Harris' Sparrows were reported Oct. 4+, with six in British Columbia, and one each in Washington and Oregon. A Snow Bunting Oct. 13 at Ocean Shores was on a record early date for the state (DP, PM, J. Erckmann). A Rustic Bunting, picked out of a large junco 

[image: ] Rustic Bunting, R. Jordan, Renfrew Land District, B.C., Nov. 28, 1983. Photo/T. Zurowski.

flock at Jordan R., 50 mi w. of Victoria, V.I., Nov. 25 (ME & VG, m.ob.; TZ, ph.), stayed the winter, for the first confirmed sighting s. of Alaska. Stray Bobolinks were found Sept. 1 & 17 in C. Saanich, V.I. (†C. & T. Burke, AM, fide VG) and Oct. 10 at Seattle (DB). Seven Yellow- headed Blackbirds were reported Aug. 22-Oct. 12. Rusty Blackbirds were noted Sept. 24 in C. Saanich (KT, fide VG), Nov. 11 in Saanich (†JB, fide VG), two were at Luna I., near Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 10-15 (F. Walker, P. Cook et al.). Rusty Blackbirds are reported most falls, with most records from s. British Columbia. A Brambling Nov. 20 at Billings Pt., near Sooke, V.I., was located by KT and seen by many observers that day (TZ, ph.), but could not be found subsequently. This provided the 3rd British Columbia record and the 6th for the Region. Ten Lesser Goldfinches at Portland, Oreg., Nov. 22 (DI, fide HN) were at the n. limit of their normal range, but stray Lesser Goldfinches at Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 15-16 (†BK. †H. & J. Mackenzie) and near Sechelt, B.C., Oct. 22-23 (†T. Greenfield, K. Angermeyer) were noteworthy for this largely sedentary bird. This species is known from but 2 previous Canadian records, both in British Columbia (fide DK). 

ABBREVIATIONS: N.J.C.R. = North Jetty of the Columbia River, S.J.C.R. = South Jetty of the same, N.W.A. = National Wildlife Area, V.I. = Vancouver I., † = written details submitted. 
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The Winter Season, 1983-84

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The extremely cold weather in mid-late December froze practically all standing water and some rivers, which mostly had not thawed by the end of the period, although January and February had above normal temperatures over much of the Region. December also brought much precipitation, mostly as snow but January and February were dry in most localities. This and mild temperatures produced an open winter, except for eastern Oregon, southern and central Idaho and adjacent Montana, where continuing cold made for a long, hard winter and greatly reduced bird numbers. 

LOONS, GREBES -- One or two Arctic Loons stayed near Okanagan Landing, B.C., through December and one was on Mabel L., n.e. of Vernon, B.C., Jan. 15 (JG). One was at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., Dec. 4 for the 2nd record there and s.e. Oregon's 3rd (fide CDL) and two were with Com. Loons at Richland, Wash., Feb. 18 (REW) A Com. Loon was on the s. arm of Kootenay L., B.C., Jan. 26 (PRS) and one stayed on a small spring at Malheur Nov. 26-Dec. 9, apparently unable to take off until assisted by strong winds. At least one Yellow-billed Loon wintered at Okanagan Landing; three were seen there Jan 13 (PR). An unusual winter record was of a Red-necked Grebe on L Koocanusa n.e. of Libby, Mont., Jan. 28 (fide D & DH). Late Eared Grebes were one-two near Libby in February; one at Rupert, Ida. until late December; one at Bend, Ore., Dec. 1-8, and 16 at Malheur Dec. 17 

PELICANS THROUGH HERONS -- Highly unusual were sightings of Am. White Pelicans on the Columbia R., near the Snake R. mouth, two birds Jan. 21-Feb. 19; three at Cold Springs N.W.R., Hermiston, Ore., Jan. 14 and one on Frenchman Hills Wasteway s.e. of George, Wash., Feb. 15. Malheur had three-six Double-crested Cormorants 
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through December and a Feb. 5 observation there was the earliest return ever by a month. The Colombia R., in the Wenatchee, Wash., vicinity had sightings of one-two Dec. 18-Jan. 22 and 21 were found at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., Feb. 5. Single late-lingering Am. Bitterns were at Ellensburg. Wash., Dec. 22 and at Malheur Dec. 19. Malheur had a Great Egret Jan. 3. Black-crowned Night-Herons apparently wintered at College Place. Wash. the top count 53. 

WATERFOWL -- Tundra Swans were around the Yakima R. mouth, Richland and Umatilla N.W.R., Ore., areas in higher than usual numbers and also at Bend and Sunriver, Ore. The Dec. 11 waterfowl survey over n. Idaho found 219 of the birds and seven were on the Yaak R., Lincoln Co., Mont., Jan. 7. A few lingered past mid-December at Malheur, where the birds broke by 5 days the record for early return Jan. 29. Migrating Tundras totalled nearly 1000 in the Marlin-Wilson Cr. area, Wash., in February but the birds returned to Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida., Feb. 14, 2 weeks later than last year. In the Klamath Basin in s. Oregon 7000 were counted Jan. 27. Kahlotus, Wash, an unusual locality for them, had 150 Feb. 25. Trumpeter Swans at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., varied between 160-265. Malheur's high was 54 Dec. 17. Single swans at Yakima, Wash., Dec. 13 (Y.A.S.) and La Grande, Ore., Nov. 24-27 were believed to be Trumpeters (JE, m.ob.) as were six on the Columbia R., near Wenatchee Jan. 25-28 (N.C.W.A.S.). Last year's three ad. Trumpeters and one cygnet returned to Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash. Greater White-fronted Geese arrived at Malheur Jan. 31 and a flock was in reverse migration there Feb. 28, repelled by lingering winter conditions. A single bird was on Priest Rapids pool of the Columbia R., e. of Yakima Feb. 18 (RL). Snow Geese at Malheur reached 15,000 at the close of the period. Ross' Geese established a new early record there, thanks to Leap Year, with five arriving Feb. 29. About 2500 Canada Geese wintered at Malheur; early February saw the first spring migrants there, one with a white collar indicating an Aleutian Canada. The n. Idaho waterfowl survey Dec. 11 counted 3856 Canadas; Toppenish N.W.R., Toppenish, Wash., had a peak of 1500 Jan. 23, and Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., a peak of 10,000 Jan. 31. "Thousands" were reported at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., and at the Walla Walla R. mouth. Wood Ducks on a gravel bar in the Clearwater R., Lewiston, Ida., reached a surprising total of 61 and eight wintered at Bend for the first wintering record there. Mallard numbers at Columbia N.W.R., reached 30,000 in December and Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. had 6000 that month. As part of a major effort to reduce waterfowl concentrations in Morrow and Umatilla cos., Ore., and Benton County, Wash., and redistribute the birds more equitably throughout the Columbia Basin propane-powered noise-producing cannon were used at Carty Res., Boardman, Ore., starting Nov. 22 when 145,000 ducks, mostly Mal- lards, had gathered. Duck numbers there dropped below 10,000 until spring migrants brought them up to 46,000. Northern Pintail numbers built up to 500 at Turnbull at February's end. Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., had a peak of 18,000 ducks in early December. The extremely cold weather in December drove most of the waterfowl out of the Columbia Basin in Washington and few wintered at Malheur and Turnbull. The N. Idaho survey Dec. 11 counted over 19,000 ducks, down somewhat from previous December counts. Gadwall again appeared on that count at 535 and notable were 1575 Canvasbacks, apparently the highest ever there, and Com. Mergansers at 1200. The January count over n. Idaho included 8380 Redheads, 6145 Lesser Scaup and 1594 Com. Mergansers. For rarities, single Eur. Wigeon were sighted at Walla Walla (CS) and on the Columbia R., s. of Wenatchee (N.C.W.A.S.) in February. Klamath Falls had up to three Greater Scaup and a White-winged Scorer (SS) and one of the latter was in Bend for the 2nd county record (TC, CM). Another White-winged was shot at Metcalf N.W.R., and an Oldsquaw was sighted there (RT). A male and a female Oldsquaw were with goldeneyes at La Grande Dec. 10-13 (JE, RDP, BB, MH). Seven sightings of Harlequin Ducks were obtained in Trail, B.C. (ME). 

VULTURES, HAWKS -- Two Turkey Vultures were reported at Naches, Wash., Feb. 12 (Y.A.S.) and two near Kahlotus Feb. 25 (B.M.A.S.). Bald Eagles were conspicuous as they were mostly concentrated along rivers and larger bodies of water, as other waters were frozen. About 250 were found on the January count in e. Washington Umatilla N.W.R., had 96 Jan. 3 and up to 32 were in the Boardman area. The birds were common along the Yellowstone and Gallatin rivers in s.c. Montana but the famous gathering on McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., Mont., had only half its usual number. Libby Dam had 32 birds through the winter and others were elsewhere in Lincoln County. Four Bald Eagles marked in Glacier N.P., in the fall wintered in the Missoula, Mont. valley (RMcC). In Idaho, Am. Falls Res., had 44 Jan. 7 and Camas N.W.R., Hamer had up to 80. Northern Goshawk sightings were up in the Walla Walla area. in the Okanagan Valley and at Helena, Mont. A very few appeared elsewhere. Single "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks were sighted at Sunriver (TC), La Grande (JE, DA et al.) and Richland (WO, REW) in January. Two Ferruginous Hawks wintered at Klamath Falls (SS) and singles were sighted in early January at Sunriver (TC) and Fort Rock, Ore. (KW). One was n.w. of Heppner, Ore., Jan 2 (C & MC); one was at Malheur Feb. 10 (FI); two were sighted near Enterprise Feb. 19 (MK), and one appeared Jan. 1, near Lowden, Wash. (JT, SM). Rough-legged Hawk numbers were in general quite high. A dark-phase Rough-legged was seen at Sunriver, where that phase is rare (CM). Low jackrabbit populations in s.e. Oregon resulted in a scarcity of Golden Eagles. Sixteen Merlin and 2 Peregrine Falcon sightings were reported. Of the 12 Gyrfalcon sightings, an unusual number, some were likely duplications. One was legally captured for falconry in Idaho. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Three sightings were made of Sharp- tailed Grouse near Wycliffe, B.C.; the birds have become very scarce in that area. Ten Wild Turkeys were seen near Almo, Ida., Jan. 6 (WHS) and 23 were counted near Trout Cr., Saners Co., Mont., Feb. 6 (CW). The Wild Turkeys reintroduced into the Salmon area last summer made it through the winter. 

RAILS THROUGH CRANES -- A Virginia Rail hit a window in Bend Dec. 1, was rehabilitated and released (DD, KW). One of the species wintered at Vernon (PMcA) and two were found at the Enterprise, Ore. fish hatchery Dec. 18 (PS, WHe, CV, MK). Selah, Wash., had two Jan. 12 (HVL North Idaho's Dec. 11 waterfowl count came up with 9000 Am. Coot. Large numbers of these birds arrived at Malheur in February. Food was scarce there and many died, apparently of starvation, while others presumably succumbed to fowl cholera. Greater Sandhill Cranes arrived at Malheur Feb. 8. an early date. One seen there through Jan. 1 was not confirmed as wintering. A Sandhill at Hayden L., Ida., in early December was apparently sick or injured (BM). No Lesser Sandhills were noted at Malheur as their usual habitat was snow-covered. 
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SHOREBIRDS, GULLS -- A few Greater Yellowlegs appeared in the Clarkston-Asotin, Wash. vicinities Dec. 4-Feb. 24, the most remarkable being seven at the mouth of Asotin Cr., Jan. 7 (C.B.). An exceptional find was of two Least Sandpipers at the Lakeview, Ore., Hot Spring Pond Jan.4. Two were also seen at that same location Dec. 24, 1982 (KS). Two very late Long-billed Dowitchers were at La Grande's sewage ponds Dec. 10-14 (JE, RDP, BB). An extremely late Bonaparte's Gull was at La Grande Dec. 10-14 (JE, DP, BB). Richland had an ad. Mew Gull Jan. 15 & Feb. 4-5 (REW) and two of the species were at Penticton, B.C., Jan. 26 and two near Vernon Jan 8 (SRC). Highly out of place were 13 Ring-billed Gulls along the only unfrozen section of the Deschutes R., in Bend Christmas Day, the temperature -15°F. Returning California Gulls at Kootenai N.W.R., numbered over 100 at the period's end, attracted by a perch kill. An ad. Thayer's Gull, very rare in the Okanagan, appeared at Penticton Jan. 26 (WW) and one was along the Link R., Klamath Falls Dec. 30-Jan. 2 (SS). A Glaucous Gull at Klamath Falls Dec. 31-Jan. 2 was the first for the county (SS). A first-year and a sub-adult Glaucous Gull were at Richland in January (REW, WO). 

PIGEONS THROUGH PARAKEETS: -- Highly unusual was the appearance of a Band-tailed Pigeon Dec. 23 at Richland. It fed on skimmia berries for a few minutes before disappearing (REW). A lone Mourning Dove at Windermere, B.C., Dec. 25 was noteworthy (LH). Four Monk Parakeets appeared at Boise Dec. 14 for the Region's first record (MRC). 

OWLS -- Ten injured Great Horned Owls, all apparently hit by autos, were brought in for treatment in w. Montana during the very cold December spell. Supposedly they were driven by hunger to road kills. Snowy Owls were sighted in moderate numbers in the Columbia Basin of Washington with three the highest one-day count (JA, RF). A slightly injured Snowy picked up at Libby was released 2 days later and three were seen in the Yaak R. area (CW). No others were reported. Several N Pygmy-Owls were calling e. of Tetonia, Ida. in February; they are rarely found there (CHT, DT). A Barred Owl was discovered in riparian habitat along the Snake R., s. of Swan Falls, Ida., Dec. 18 (JHD, RTr) and one was seen near Asotin for several days in February (R & GD, m. ob.). Heron, Mont., had one at a feeder Feb. 22 (fide D & DH). More to be expected were one near Ainsworth, B.C. (PRS) and one at Vernon (JG). Red Rock Lakes had a Great Gray Owl Dec. 5 (TMcE) and three pairs were found near La Pine, Ore., one with a broken wing from colliding with a ski rack on a passing car (DD, EF). A Long-eared Owl was in the Salmon area for a first there (HR). A Boreal Owl was found dead on the highway n. of Vernon Jan. 9 (PR) and one was sighted at Libby Dam Feb. 16 (fide D & DH). Northern Saw-whet observations were of one or two in the Pack River area n. of Sandpoint, Ida., (PRS), and one that hit a window while chasing a chickadee in Vernon (JB). Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida. had three sightings of the species (fide WHS). All owls were scarce in the Malheur area, presumably because of low rodent populations. 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Four Anna's Hummingbirds visited a feeder in Vernon Dec. 3+; two survived until the onset of very cold weather Dec. 20 (JG). Eastern Oregon had 3 reports of hummingbirds, presumably Anna's, late January-mid-February. A Lewis' Woodpecker apparently wintered near Payette, Ida. (JSM). A few White-headed Woodpeckers wintered at suet feeders in Sunriver and one visited such a feeder at Meadows, Ida. One was noted in the Yakima area Feb. 12. A "yellow-shafted" N. Flicker appeared at Kali- spell, Mont., Mar. 3 (fide EJ) and one was at Spokane Jan. 1 (JA). Say's Phoebes were arriving in February in the w. part of the Region. A pair near Bend Feb. 4 was 3 weeks early (ES). Tree Swallows arrived at Malheur Feb. 8, 11 days ahead of the previous early date. 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS -- One, possibly two Blue Jays wintered at Fortine, Mont. (WWe); another wintered in the Orchard Homes section of Missoula, Mont. (WH), and at least one apparently wintered at Kalispell (EJ). The only Scrub Jays reported were one-two near Odell and three s. of Hood R., Ore. (DA). Up to 11 Bushtits were sighted 14 mi n.n.e. of Weiser, Ida. in January and February (JSM) and 55.were seen near Frenchglen Dec. 17. Bewick's Wrens were still increasing m the Walla Walla area and several were reported resident at Lewis and Clark S.P., near Dayton, Wash. (SM). One appeared at Albion, Wash., Dec. 3 (GD). A Winter Wren, rare in Lake County, Ore., was seen in Lakeview Dec. 17 (KS). A Marsh Wren at Hood R., Feb. 5, was apparently the first ever reported there (DA). Ruby-crowned Kinglets wintered in "good numbers" in the Walla Walla area and two were seen near Asotin Jan. 7 & 28. Frenchglen had 18 wintering Mountain Blue- birds. Walla Walla was "inundated" by Am. Robins during the winter, one field trip yielded several flocks in excess of 1000 there. Mountain Home, Ida. had an invasion Jan. 11 with "large flocks everywhere" and Malheur had 1862 at Frenchglen Dec. 17. Varied Thrushes were in invasion numbers "all over e. Oregon" including Bend, Lakeview and Klamath Falls and more than usual wintered in the s. Okanagan of British Columbia. Notable were one w. of Bruneau, Ida. Dec. 14 (TCo); one at Mountain Home Jan. 11 (KBP); one at Rupert Dec 21 (WHS) and one at a feeder and heated bird bath near Helena Dec. 8-10 (A & RK). Two Wrentits were in Klamath Falls Dec. 31-Jan. 31. The species is very rare e. of the Cascades (SS). 

THRASHERS THROUGH WARBLERS -- A Brown Thrasher frequenting a Fruitvale, B.C. feeder Dec. 18-Feb. 29 was photographed for the province's first winter record (G & VI, m.ob.). Bohemian Waxwing numbers were apparently below average at most localities. At least 500 were in the Bend area at February's end, however, and Rupert had flocks of 100-200, the first there in 2 years. At Mountain Home numbers were up from 1983. A flock of 25 Cedar Waxwings at Fortine Feb 4 was unusual (WWe) and a flock of 30+ waxwings at Pullman, Wash , Jan. 14 consisted of all Cedars but two (IP). The Frenchglen area had six Loggerhead Shrikes Dec. 17 (fide CDL) and Helena's CBC had one. A W. Tanager visited a Kamloops, B.C. feeder Dec. 14-16, was photographed but disappeared after the temperature dropped to -15°F (RH) Malheur had eight Yellow-rumped Warblers Dec. 17 and another late one was at Terrebonne, Ore., Dec. 13 (PK). Lewiston had one Dec 19 and the Asotin vicinity one Feb. 24 (LL, MK, CV). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- Most surprising was a male Rose-breasted Grosbeak in sub-adult plumage photographed at Mountain Home Dec. 2 (KBP). A few Fox Sparrows were noted at Yakima in December and January and one was found Jan. 6 at Bend, where any sparrow other than Song Sparrows is rare in winter (TC, CM). Bend also had a White-crowned Sparrow in late December and on the CBC, and a Golden-crowned in mid-January (JM). Yakima had a White-throated Sparrow Jan. 29 (Y.A.S.) and Klamath Falls one Dec 20-Jan. 6 & Feb. 19 (SS). One used a La Grande feeder Dec. 30-Jan 9 (OS, JE, DA). The species appears to have become a quite regular although scarce winter visitor at Richland (REW). Two of the species wintered at Columbia Falls, Mont. (CY) but one at Missoula was not seen after Christmas (PLW). One-two Golden-crowneds were sighted in Richland and Hermiston (CC, we) and at Yakima and Toppenish (Y.A.S.). Walla Walla reported "thousands" of White-crowned Sparrows in December and January. Harris' Sparrows seem also to have become regular although scarce in winter at Richland and Hermiston (REW). Single birds also appeared in the Walla Walla area (RLe, CS), at Weston, Ore. (PD); near Klamath Falls (SS); near Madras, Ore. (G & WL), and near Parkdale, Ore. (DA). Single birds visited a Pocatello and a Rupert feeder (CHT, WHS). At Missoula three wintered at one feeder and one at another (WH, KL) and two were at Livingston, Mont. feeders through the winter (CBL). Snow Bunting sightings mostly consisted of small numbers. Exceptions were 500-1000 near Harrington, Wash, 200+ in the Enterprise vicinity and several hundred near Arco, Ida Unusual were three Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Potholes Res., Moses L., Jan. 9 (Y.A.S.). Sightings of a d Brewer's Blackbird at Winder- mere Dec. 25 (LH) and one in the Libby area Feb. 19 (fide D & DH) were noteworthy. Common Grackles were back in Bozeman, Mont , Feb. 18 and one was sighted at Driggs, Ida., Feb. 12 for the first winter record there (CHT). 

FINCHES -- The Region was treated to 2 sightings of single Bramblings. One visited feeders and was photographed in La Grande Dec 9- mid-February for e. Oregon's first and the state's second record (JE, DE, TC, OS) and a meticulously described bird came to a Kamloops 
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feeder Dec. 4-6 for apparently interior British Columbia's first (RH). Rosy Finches were "unbelievably abundant" in the foothill-rimrock areas just s. of Union, Ore., and a few even visited La Grande feeders (MH). Three or four flocks of 100-500 appeared in the Grand Coulee s. of Coulee City, Wash., and two flocks of 200-300 were seen near Kahlotus. The Sun Valley, Ida., area had two flocks of 150-200. The only Purple Finch reports were of a male at Umatilla for supposedly the first county record (C & MC) and a female at La Grande Dec. 13 (JE, KC, DI, MKo). House Finches appear well established at Helena where 30 frequented a single feeder in January (AS). Unusual were several at a Salmon feeder Dec. 15 (HR). Extremely few Red Crossbills were reported. The only White-winged Crossbills reported were in the Rupert area Jan. 3 (WHS). Common Redpolls were virtually unreported. "Astronomical numbers" of Pine Siskins wintered in the mountains n.e. of Vernon. Road kills in the area were numerous. In Revelstoke N.P., e.g., a truck killed 208! Except for 30 wintering at a Rupert feeder, the birds were scarcely reported elsewhere. American Goldfinch sightings were few; however, up to 41 visited a Kootenai. Ida. feeder and 50+ using a Missoula feeder was a much higher than usual number there. Evening Grosbeak sightings were spotty. Their numbers were down in the Vernon area, up at Rupert and Kootenai reported up to 80 at a feeder through the winter. Except for extreme s.e. Washington, very few were reported elsewhere. 

ADDENDA -- American White Pelicans were observed 6 mi e. of Sandpoint May 4, 1983 (EAC, fide WT). A Barred Owl was heard in July, 1983, in the Council, Ida. area (HS, fide JHD). Results for the bluebird trail w. of Spokane are (first number, 1982; second, 1983): total nest boxes, 73, 61; fledged: W. Bluebird, 96, 198; Mountain Bluebird, 6, 22; Tree Swallow, 15, 4; Violet-green Swallow, 0, 3; Mountain Chickadee, 10, 0. In 1982, 283 House Wren and 10 House Sparrow eggs were removed; in 1983, 174 and 9 were removed. This removal is believed mainly responsible for the large increase in bluebird fledglings in 1983. Some 1982 boxes that produced no bluebird fledglings were removed and other relocated to more favorable habitat (DP). 

CORRIGENDA -- The Band-tailed Pigeon sighting (AB 37:1008) was the latilong's 3rd, not the first. Nesting of Caspian Terns at Malheur N.W.R. (AB 37:1008) was not the first but the first since 1960. 
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The Winter Season, 1983-84

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. 

A severe cold snap in late December interrupted a generally warmer than usual winter. Temperatures remained below freezing through December 20-24 at the Seattle, Washington, weather station, with lows of 9øF recorded there and 8°F at Vancouver, British Columbia. Then January and February at these two stations were 3° above the long-term averages. There was slightly less rain than usual in Seattle, slightly more in Vancouver. The season was marked by many overwintering individuals of species normally absent, by more than usual vagrants from east of our Region, notably Iceland Gull, Blue Jay, Brown Thrasher, Dickcissel, and about twice the normal numbers of eastern Zonotrichia and Melospiza sparrows, and, most excitingly. by the vagrant Asiatic passerines, an un- identifiable first-year wagtail, a Rustic Bunting, and perhaps seven Bramblings. 

LOONS THROUGH NIGHT-HERONS -- There were 19 sightings of possibly 14 Yellow-billed Loons. Even allowing for some wandering between potentially close localities, this was definitely more than the average of 6 sightings over the last 7 winters, and contrasts with the 2 most recent below-average years. Counts of 35+ Eared Grebes on Cordova Bay, Saanich, Vancouver I. (hereafter, V.I.), Jan. 19 (KT) and of 200+ off Gordon Head, Saanich Jan. 21 (KT) were extraordinarily large. Other loons and grebes were reported in normal numbers. All W. Grebes for which color phase was noted were the dark form. A Dec. 3 pelagic trip out of Westport, Wash., found a seldom-seen Laysan Albatross and 60 N. Fulmars (EH et al.). On Dec. 4, about 30 km off Cape Blanco, Oreg., there were eight Laysans, a very late Flesh-footed Shearwater, and numerous N. Fulmars (RPi). Several Short- tailed Shearwaters continued to be found into late December, with the latest one seen at close range just off Seattle Jan. 1 (†DP et al.). Five Sooty Shearwaters seen out of Westport Dec. 3 (EH et al.), four in the Strait of Juan de Fuca off Albert Head, just w. of Victoria, Dec. 11 (KT), and one there Dec. 17 (M. Shepard) were the last reported. A single Sooty was seen well Feb. 5 just n. of Anacortes, Wash., for one of very few winter records (TW). An unidentified dark shearwater had been seen Jan. 31 from the Victoria-Port Angeles ferry, about 40 mi w. of Anacortes (JSk, MC). A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel was found resting on a dike road at the Serpentine Fen, s. of Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 16 (E. Sian, ph.) for one of few winter records of this species for the Region. Following the very large numbers of Brown Pelicans farther n. than usual last fall, only a handful stayed around. Single immatures were at Ediz Hook, Port Angeles, until Dec. 10 (DP et al.), in Metchosin, V.I. Dec. 18-20 (J. Upton, fide D. Hanson), at the North jetty of the Columbia R., Dec. 18 (DI) in Coos Bay, Oreg., until Dec. 19 CM. Graybill), and in Yaquina Bay, Oreg., Jan. 30 (R. Stuart, fide HN). Single Great Egrets were found n. in Washington to Bellingham Dec. 18 (CBC) at Olympia all winter (G & WH et al.), and on Willapa Bay Jan. 27 (J. Zarnowitz). Six Snowy Egrets wintered as usual at Coos Bay, Oreg. (BG, AM). Cattle Egrets were relatively widespread until the freeze in late December. One was at Westport, Wash., Dec. 3 (EH et al.) and probably the same bird was on the Nisqually N.W.R., Dec. 4 (J. Keplinger). A Cattle Egret was found Dec. 1 & 10 in C. Saanich, V.I. (KT, TZ, ph.), and 17 were noted at Tillamook, Oreg. Dec. 17 (CBC). Thereafter, one in Salem, Oreg., Dec. 27 (CBC) and five near Coquille, Coos Co., Oreg., Jan. 5 (P. Perrin, fide AM) were the only ones reported. An imm. Black-crowned Night-Heron wintered on Reifel I., near Vancouver, B.C. (DK et al.), and several wintered in Stanwood and the adjacent Skagit flats. Wash. (J. & S. Van Niel et al.). 

WATERFOWL -- About 800 Tundra Swans were counted along the Columbia R., and another 450 were on the Skagit flats. Aerial surveys throughout w. Washington during January found 559 Trumpeter Swans (MJ, Wash. Dept. of Game). Of these, 425 were in the Skagit R. valley
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59 were on freshwater lakes on the Olympic Pen., and 43 were on lakes around Willapa Bay. Comparable statewide counts may not exist for previous years, but it does appear from scattered reports that Trumpeter Swans are expanding into more freshwater lakes in w. Washington and w. Oregon. The Emperor Goose found last fall at Yachats, s. of Newport, Oreg., stayed all winter (fide HN), and another appeared Feb. 15+ at Westmoreland P., Portland (D. Longworth, J. Kempe et al.). There were the usual 10 sightings this season of Eur. Green-winged Teal; from the Vancouver, B.C., area, Saanich, V.I., Seattle, and Coos Bay, Oreg. Two male and one female Cinnamon Teal, a rare species here in winter, were observed Dec. 18 at Burnaby L., B.C. (†MF, L. Koch), and three males and five females were found on Lulu I., near Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 27 (†C. Butt, PC). The first spring arrivals were seen Feb. 4 in Coos Bay, Oreg. (AM). The ad. male Tufted Duck that was seen last fall near Leadbetter Pt., Wash., reappeared there Dec. 17-31 (†RW). A sub-ad. male Tufted Duck was seen and described from several adjacent localities in Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 15-24 (†MF, ph., †MP, T. Plath). Possibly another sub-ad. male was seen on the Maplewood flats, N. Vancouver, Jan. 1 (†MD), and females were reported from Iona I., Jan. 26-28 (JI, DA, DJ) and Wapato L., near Gaston, Oreg., Dec. 21-22 (J. Evanich, VT et al.). Two female King Eiders were seen Feb. 6 in Fulford Harbor, Saltspring I., just n. of Sidney (†DFr et al.) for only the 3rd record from V.I. The female King Eider found Nov. 24 off Stanley P., in Vancouver, B.C., stayed to at least Feb. 19 (†WW, †MD et al.). Scoters, goldeneyes, and mergansers were reported in their usual numbers. 

VULTURES THROUGH RAILS -- Two Turkey Vultures were seen often through the season until Feb. 13 at Fisherman's Bay, Lopez I., Wash. (W. Beecher, B. Wilson et al.). Two were then sighted Feb. 22 over Oak Bay, V.I. (D. Ross). There were several scattered sightings of vultures through the winter in w. Oregon, with at least one known to have wintered at Corvallis (B. Altman, fide ME). The now-traditional Black-shouldered Kite roost at Fern Ridge Res. near Eugene, Oreg. hosted 18 kites this season (DFi et al.), two of which were juveniles. Four apparently wintered at Tillamook (DI, VT et al.), and one at Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis (M. Hunter, J. Krabbe). Other Oregon reports were absent, and 2 Washington reports were unsubstantiated. There was an all-time Canadian CBC high count of 1396 Bald Eagles at Squamish, B.C., Jan. 2 (RCn et al.). Another 1373 Bald Eagles were counted to the e. around Harrison L., Jan. 8 (A & JG et al.). Farther s., high water levels and the lowest salmon run since at least 1968 correlated with only one-fourth the usual large number of Bald Eagles wintering along the Skagit R., Wash. (LM). Single Red-shouldered Hawks wintering at Coos Bay, Oreg., (AM), and near Coburg, Oreg. (DI et al.) represented fewer than average recent numbers at the n. edge of this species' range. A Red-tailed Harlan's Hawk wintered along the Green R., in Kent, Wash. (EH, GG). There were 12 sightings of Golden Eagles, with one Dec. 18 over W. Vancouver, B.C. (†T. Greenfield et al.) scarce in that area. There were sightings of possibly 10 Gyrfalcons, which is more than usual. However, the winter feeding range of a Gyr. can be quite large (see AB 37:299, 1983) and plumage details were generally lacking for most sightings. A handful of Prairie Falcons wintered as usual in w. Oregon, primarily in the Willamette Valley. An estimated 30+ Virginia Rails wintered in just that area of the Fern Ridge Res. marsh, near the kite roost (DFi). A Sora was found n. to the Ladner, B.C., CBC Dec. 18 (†RCn et al.). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH GULLS -- Ten Snowy Plovers were seen Jan. 6 at Bayocean beach near Tillamook, Oreg., with nine still there Feb. 15 (HN). The by now traditional shorebird wintering area at Tokeland and the mouth of the North R., on Willapa Bay, Wash., hosted 12 Willets, 32 Long-billed Curlews, and 43 Marbled Godwits Jan. 13 (G & WH). Elsewhere there were three Willets through the season at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (HN et al.), and one on Ediz Hook, Post Angeles, Wash. (MC, D & SS et al.). Small groups of 2-8 Whimbrels were sighted as usual during the season at several locales n. to Oak Bay, V.I. Two Ruddy Turnstones, a rare wintering species here, spent the season on Ediz Hook (JSk, GG), and two were seen at Penn Cove, Whidbey I., Jan. 22 (TW). Both locations harbored wintering flocks of Black Turnstones. A Sanderling census on Dungeness Spit, Wash., Jan. 21 found 428 individuals (D & SS). A W. Sandpiper n. to Clover Pt., Victoria, Dec. 28 (RS) provided a rare winter record there. A few others were scattered through w. Washington. A large flock of 400 Long-balled Dowitchers along the Columbia R., near Woodland, Wash., Jan 31 could have been either locally wintering birds or early N wanderers (MJ et al.). The aggregation of 107 Com. Snipes near Skamokawa, Wash. Feb. 25 was more likely early migrants (A. Richards). The eight Red Phalaropes seen Dec. 11 in the Strait of Juan de Fuca off Albert Head, V.I., were the last reported of the late November movement (KT) Seven Pomarine Jaegers well offshore Westport, Wash., Dec 3 (EH et al.) and two 30 km off Cape Blanco, Oreg., Dec. 4 (RPi) furnished late records. Despite the large movement of Heermann's Gulls n of the Columbia R., last fall, few lingered into winter here. Two adults were at Ediz Hook, Dec. 10 (DP et al.), and an adult was just s. of Duckabush, along Hood Canal, Wash., Jan. 7 (TB et al.). There was an exceptionally large number of gulls present this winter in the Willamette Valley, Oreg. (DI). Some counts were: 500+ Herring Gulls at the Portland dump Dec. 9 (DI, J. Gilligan), 750 Thayer's Gulls on Sauvie I , near Portland, Dec. 31 (CBC), and numerous flocks of hundreds of Mew Gulls throughout the Valley (DI). Over one-half of the many hundreds of large "pink-footed" gulls in that area were considered to be Glaucous-winged x Western intergrades (DI, DFi, SH, HN). Elsewhere the high counts of Thayer's Gulls were about 1000 in Saanich, V.I., Dec 8 (KT) and 150 at the Vancouver landfill in Delta, B.C., Feb. 5 (MF, MM). About 29 Glaucous Gulls were noted throughout the Region, for a somewhat higher number than usual. A first-winter Iceland Gull (L. g. kumlieni) was found at the Vancouver landfill, Delta, B.C., Jan. 21 & Feb. 5 (†MF, MP, ph., MM) for the first photographically documented report of this form for the province These photographs and the description were examined by Michel Gosselin of Ottawa and Dennis Paulson of Seattle who concur with the identification. There have been several previous reports of this form in the Region (e.g., AB 37:905, 1983), but identification of immatures of the thayeri-kumlieni-glaucoides complex is difficult. Separate publication of these descriptions, photographs, and discussion is urged. 

PARAKEETS THROUGH SWALLOWS – Long term stick nests of Monk Parakeets were still active in Portland (HN et al.) and at a recently discovered location in Auburn, Wash. (TB). The three Snowy Owl reports were the fewest received in at least the last 12 years. Two of these were on the Skagit flats, Wash. (LM, EH et al.), and the other was along Boundary Bay, Delta, B.C. (B. Self et al.) Two Burrowing Owls wintering near the Eugene, Oreg. airport (T Mickel, DFi et al.), and another s. of Peoria, Oreg. Feb. 25 (A & E Carlson, fide ME) were expected. The Burrowing Owl on Ediz Hook, Port Angeles, Wash., Jan. 2 (JSk), however, was most unusual. Barred Owls were found several times during the season in N. Vancouver, B C (PC, JI, DA), on the Univ. of Victoria campus (DFr, J & RS et al), and in E. Sooke Regional P., V.I. (DFr, R. Williams et al.). Single sightings of Barred Owls were also made in Ruckle P.P., Saltspring I., B.C. (DFr), Burnaby L., B.C. (GT), and at another N. Vancouver location (†D. Brown). The breeding pair in Discovery P., Seattle, was unsuccessfully searched for throughout the season (D. Beaudette). There were 5 scattered sightings of Long-eared Owls in the Vancouver, B.C., area Dec. 6-Jan. 21. Anna's Hummingbirds continued to winter regularly near feeders Reported numbers following the December freeze appeared to be down in w. Oregon (HN, DI), but unaffected in w. Washington and s. British Columbia. The first returning Rufous Hummingbirds were sighted earlier than usual Feb. 2 near Bandon (AM), & Feb. 8 near Coquille (A Contreras), both along the s. Oregon coast. As has happened in the past, the late December freeze was coincident with a great increase in lowland and urban area sightings of Red-breasted Sapsuckers. A single Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was seen almost daily through the season in N Saanich, V.I. (B. & J. Holt) for one of few winter records of this species Based on the arrival dates of small flocks, the spring influx of Tree Swallows proceeded up the interior valleys, and was earlier than usual The first arrivals along the outer coast were not until significantly later About 100+ Tree Swallows were at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Oreg., Feb. 2 (DFi, SH), 36 were near Yelm, s. of Olympia, Wash , Feb. 8 (JSk, S. Herman), and seven were in Saanich, V.I., Feb. 11 (J & 
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RS) First arrivals at Pitt Meadows, near Vancouver, B.C., were a week earlier than the long-term average (GT). The arrival of Violet-green Swallows was at about the same time and pattern, but not in such concentrations. 

JAYS THROUGH WAGTAILS -- Two Blue Jays were seen Jan. 5 in Delta, B.C., where one had been seen since Dec. 19 (†DJ, JG). Two were also seen in nearby Tsawwassen, B.C., on several dates Dec. 27- Feb 27 (m.ob. fide DK). Another Blue Jay was found in McMinnville, between Portland and Salem, Oreg., mid-November-Jan. 27 (Mrs. C. Brown, m.ob., ph.), and the Blue Jay seen near the s. end of L. Sammamish, e. of Seattle Nov. 2+ stayed through the season (B. Johnson et al.). These all are among relatively few Regional winter records. The fall season invasion of Steller's Jays into the Victoria area held over into January, with numbers decreasing during February. The influx of Mountain Chickadees into the lowlands of w. Oregon also continued into January, with reports of ones and twos widely scattered (HN, ME). A Rock Wren was found on Protection I., off Port Townsend, Wash., Dec 17 (DP) for the first winter record for w. Washington. Western Bluebirds arrived on breeding territories around Puget Sound and on s. V.I., on schedule in mid-February. The 5 reports of Mountain Bluebirds were all from w. Washington, where it is rare in winter. Three of the sightings were at adjacent localities in the Bellingham area, and 2 were at sites on San Juan I. There were 12 Townsend's Solitaires reported, which was many more than usual for this scarce wintering species. All were noted after mid-January. The N. Mockingbirds found in Portland in mid-November and in Seattle in mid-August stayed into December, but neither was seen after the late December freeze. The only other mockingbird report was of one at Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis, Oreg. Feb. 4 (M. & M. Dembrow, fide ME). A Brown Thrasher resided in a backyard in Colton, s.e. of Portland, Oreg. Dec. 2-April (J. & K. Cooper, m.ob. ph.) for the first record for w. Oregon. On Jan. 14 a first-year Black-backed/White Wagtail was found on the shores of Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., for the 2nd record of this form for the state (GG, ph.). Thereafter the bird was found almost daily through February, was tape-recorded (H. Vander Pol), and extensively photographed. Observers were watching closely for any sign of molt into a more definitive plumage. 

WAXWINGS THROUGH BUNTINGS -- Flocks of 16 Bohemian Waxwings at Dungeness, Wash., Dec. 17 (MC), and of 15 at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Dec. 27 (MD, K. Bell) were the only reports of this scarce winter visitor. Northern Shrikes were widely reported and in good numbers. Three flocks of Townsend's Warblers, totaling about 50 birds, were closely monitored in Eugene, Oreg. and were not detectably affected by the December freeze (DFi). A single Hermit Warbler was seen Jan. 11 with a dozen Townsend's in Corvallis, Oreg. (ME), and a probable hybrid Hermit x Townsend's was also in that flock Jan. 11-14 (†ME). A Palm Warbler was in Renton, Wash., Dec. 1 (†J. Flynn) for the 2nd record for King County. The only other Palms reported were from their more usual coastal locales. Singles were at the North jetty of the Columbia R., Dec. 18 (DI et al.) and on the lower Sixes R., near Port Orford, Oreg. Dec. 28 (BG). A Northern Waterthrush was seen Dec. 10-11 at Reifel Ref., B.C. (†H. Hosford, RPh) for the 2nd winter record for the Vancouver area. A young male Common Yellowthroat was discovered Jan. 1 in Seattle (E. Spragg et al.). It was seen thereafter Jan. 28 (M Hatheway et al.) & Feb. 18-21 (P. Okano) for the 2nd winter record for Washington. A female -plumaged Com. Yellowthroat was seen Feb. 19 at the base of the Coburg Pen. (KT) for the first winter record for V.I. Single male Wilson's Warblers, rare here in winter, were noted Dec. 3 at River Jordan, w. of Victoria (KT, TZ), and in Victoria Dec. 17 (CBC). A male Dickcissel appeared Dec. 23+ at a feeder near Cathlamet, along the Columbia R., Wash. (G. Exum, C. Carver, m.ob.) for the 2nd record for Washington. Comparison of photos of this bird and of that one found last November at Forks (135 mi to the n.) has not yet been made, but they certainly could have been the same individual. A Clay-colored Sparrow, rare here in winter, came to a feeder in North Bend, Oreg Dec. 11 (AM). The 13 Swamp Sparrows reported was more than double the number of any previous winter in the Region. Two were on the Goldstream flats, w of Victoria, V.I., Dec 7 (DFr), and one was seen Dec 11+ at River Jordan, on the w. side of V.I. (JI, B & MM et al.). An adult spent January-February in Oaks Bottoms, Portland (DI et al.). There were three other individuals found on V.I., two in the Vancouver, B.C. area (†J. & H. MacKenzie, †GT), and four others in Oregon. Several dozen White-throated Sparrows were reported. Most were found in the Willamette Valley of Oregon, but many were also on s. V.I. About 14 Harris' Sparrows spread throughout the Region was double the average of the last 5 years. The winter-plumaged Rustic Bunting found Nov. 25 (M & VG) at River Jordan, about 35 mi w. of Victoria, V.I., was seen regularly there with a large flock of juncos to at least February 20 (R Howie, m.ob., ph.).

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH FINCHES -- Single Yellow-headed Blackbirds Jan. 7 in Olympia, Wash. (D. Martin), & Feb. 5 on Sea I., B.C. (RPh), were the only reports of this occasional winter visitor. An imm. male Rusty Blackbird noted Dec. 6 in C. Saanich, V.I. (J & RS) and a female found Feb. 12 in Metchosin, V.I. (KT), were likewise the only reports of this winter visitor. A N. Oriole was present near a feeder in Aberdeen, Wash., from late December through February (R & FC, †B Morse et al.) for one of very few winter records for Washington. An unidentified oriole was seen Jan. 15 just w. of Stanwood, Wash. (†F Brown). A male and a female Brambling visited a feeder in Queen Charlotte City, Queen Charlotte I., Nov. 20-Jan. 7 (M. Morris, B. Eccles, A. Gray). At the same time a Brambling was seen near Sooke, V.I., Nov. 20 OKT) Next, a q? Brambling found a feeder near Tenino, s. of Olympia, Wash., Jan. 11-18, and was banded (JSk, PM et al.). Then, another female was seen Jan. 19-Feb. 25 at a feeder on W. 45th St., Vancouver, B.C. (J Husted, †RCn, †WW, †B. Kautesk et al.), a male was seen Jan. 21-28 in Ladner, B.C. OC. Runyon, RPh), and a male was seen briefly Feb 12 on W. 1st St., Vancouver (†MP). These were the 3rd-7th records for B.C. and the 3rd for Washington, of this small Asiatic visitor. The actual first record for Washington was of a previously unidentified individual that spent the winter of 1968-1969 in Aberdeen (R & FC, ph.). Red Crossbills were numerous only on s. V.I. (fide VG). Elsewhere, there were sightings of 1-7 individuals at a few Puget Sound locations, and the species was unreported from w. Oregon. Large flocks of Pine Siskins were spread throughout the Region. Three Lesser Goldfinches stayed in Portland to Dec. 3 (DI), and a handful wintered near Corvallis (ME). 

CORRIGENDA (All from AB 37:329-332, 1983) -- The male Cinnamon Teal seen Jan. 16, 1983, in s. B.C. was at Burnaby L., not Boundary L. There were about 600 gulls present along the Willamette R., in Eugene last winter, not 2-3000. The Long-eared Owl on Sea I., Dec. 5 & 19, 1982, was photographed by Jim & Edie Goble. 

INITIALED OBSERVERS, with Sub-Regional Editors in boldface -- Dave Aldcroft, Thais Bock, Richard Cannings (RCn), Ralph & Florence Carlson, Mike Carmody, Pascal Cortez, Mark Daly, Merlin Eltzroth, David Fix (DFi), Mike Force, David Fraser (DFr), George Gerdts, Margaret & Vic Goodwill, Al & Judith Grass, Barbara Griffin, Steve Heinl, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, John Ireland, David Irons, Dale Jensen, Martha Jordan, Doug Kragh, Alan McGie, Barb & Mike McGrenere, Libby Mills, Harry Nehls, Dennis Paulson, Roy Phillips (RPh), Robert Pitman (RPi), Michael Price, Joy & Ron Satterfield, Jeff Skriletz (JSk), Dory  & Stan Smith, Keith Taylor, Verta Teale, Glen Thomson, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Tim Zurowski 
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Spring Migration, 1984

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

Although it is difficult to generalize about so huge a Region, it is fairly safe to say that overall it was a cold, wet spring. March, however, although wet in most areas, was abnormally mild, encouraging an early migration. April turned cold, and varied from wet to normal in various subregions. May was dry except for northeastern Washington and southern interior British Columbia, but was unseasonably cold. Migrants were delayed in some areas but appeared not to be affected in others. In some cases migrants were "bottled up" by adverse conditions and showed conspicuous concentrations of some species. Waves of warblers were noted in a few instances. Flooding was prevalent in southern Idaho and at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, causing some species to shift nesting locations, either to wetter or drier locations; e.g., Savannah Sparrows were nesting in wheat fields in southern Idaho. Black-necked Stilts in record numbers in central Washington probably were encouraged by the abundance of ponds. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- N.F. = National Forest; ref. pers. = refuge personnel; R.S. = ranger station; W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area.

LOONS AND GREBES -- Three Com. Loons were on Mountain Home Res., Ida. May 5, for apparently the first record there (KBP) and five in breeding plumage on small lakes in the Preston, Ida., area were considered potential nesters there (CHT). Homed Grebes, mostly singles, appeared in several localities in s.w. Idaho, where they are rather rare migrants. A Red-necked Grebe, even more unusual in s.w. Idaho, was sighted at C.J. Strike Res., e. of Grandview (MRC, ECC, A & HL) and probably eight to 10 pairs were nesting at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. Three W. Grebes, Clark's form, were on Strike Res., Mar. 14 (MRC) and three of that form were swimming in flooded sagebrush (!) at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., Apr. 6 (TC). 

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS -- American White Pelicans had built up to 2000+ birds at Malheur by May 29 but no nesting had taken place. Nine soared over Salmon, Ida. Mar. 31; they are rare there (HBR). Four of this species appeared on Coeur d' Alene L., just n. of Harrison, Ida., May 11 (JN) and one was on Medicine L., to the e., May 
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28 (PZ) An estimated 600 pairs of Double-crested Cormorants, the largest number ever recorded in the Harney Basin, were nesting in trees on and near Malheur N.W.R. Those nesting in bulrushes were forced by rising waters to relocate. Four Double-cresteds at Mountain Home Res., Apr 28 may have been the first ever recorded there (KBP) and two at fishless Hatfield L., Bend, Ore., May 10 were totally unexpected (CM). 

EGRETS THROUGH IBISES -- A Great Egret at Lewiston, Ida., May 19 was the first there in many years (LL, CV, VB). Another flew over O'Sullivan Dam s. of Moses L., Wash., May 17 (JRR). The only Cattle Egret reported was one near Pocatello, Ida. Apr. 19 (CHT). Several colonies of Black-crowned Night-Herons at Malheur were destroyed by rising waters. One Black-crowned flying over Mountain Home may have been the first ever there (KBP). An estimated 900 pairs of White-faced Ibises were nesting in the Harney Basin. A White-faced Ibis just n. of Helena, Mont., Apr. 20 provided seemingly a latilong first (JJa) One of these birds was at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., the latter part of May (RT). 

WATERFOWL -- Calispell L., near Usk, Wash., was the stopping place for an estimated 4000-6000 Tundra Swans the weekend of Mar. 10, among them was a bird collared in the Cold Bay area of Alaska. Two thousand Tundra Swans were on the lake at Ennis, Mont., Apr. 1. Nine pairs of Trumpeter Swans were nesting in the Blitzen Valley at Malheur. A Trumpeter at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., was incubating 7 eggs, a lone male and last year's cygnet remained there also. A single Trumpeter was with Tundra Swans at Noxon, Mont., Mar. 23 (K.B.C.). Richland, Wash., had five Greater White-fronted Geese Mar. 3 (REW) and St. Andrews, Wash., had two Apr. 14 (BW). A field e. of Burns, Ore, contained 3000 Snow Geese, including one "Blue." With them were 500 Ross' Geese (TC, CM). Two Ross' Geese were photographed at Hubbard Res., Ada Co., Ida. Mar. 28 (MRC, ST) and singles of the species appeared with swans and Canada Geese at Calispell L., Mar. 10 (MJ) and on the Albion, Wash., sewage pond May 6 (GDem). Three Ross' visited Mountain Home Res., along with 16 Snow Geese Apr. 21 (KBP). "Thousands" of Canada Geese paused in fields s. of Minidoka N W R., Rupert, Ida. Mar. 7. The species peaked at 7000 at Columbia N W R., Othello, Wash., and numbered 8000 on Mar. 10 at Calispell L Predation was severely limiting goose production at Malheur. The same was true at Kootenai N.W.R., where 69% of known nests were destroyed, mostly by avian predators. Canada Geese suffered a 50% nest loss due to raven predation at McArthur Lake W.M.A., Boundary Co, Ida. (MB), and goose fledging at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont was 30-40% below average. Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., reported excellent nesting success for Canadas, however. At Calispell L., puddle ducks and divers together were estimated at 20,000 on Mar. 10 Kootenai N.W.R.'s ducks peaked at 8000, down from last year's 10,000. A phenomenal rarity was an ad. male Garganey photographed at Penticton, B.C., May 23-24 (SRC, m.ob.). Gadwall numbers reached 1462 at Turnbull and 350 at Columbia N.W.R. A few Eur. Wigeon, mostly singles, appeared in n. and s.e. Idaho, n.c. Oregon, e. Washington and s interior British Columbia, with more sightings than usual in the latter locality. A male and two females of this species on Bull L., s. of Troy, Mont, were the first recorded for the latilong (K.B.C.). Canvasback reached 150 at Columbia N.W.R. Malheur had a Greater Scaup Mar. 18 and one was sighted at the mouth of the Deschutes R., Sherman Co., Ore, Mar. 30 (RG). Two pairs of Harlequin Ducks were frequenting the Lightning Cr.-Spring Cr. area near Clark Fork, Ida. (JSc), and one was found on the Lochsa R., 50 mi e. of Kooskia, Ida. (HC, FK, RW, m. ob.). Single Oldsquaws were seen near Kamloops, B.C., May 12-19 (RH) and at Vernon, B.C., Mar. 24 (JGr). A Surf Scoter on the Columbia R., at Trail, B.C., made the observer's first spring record of the species in 40 years (ME). Common Goldeneyes peaked at 2600+ at Turnbull. A female Com. Goldeneye with five small young was sighted at the sewage pond at Colville, Wash., May 13 (DS). Three pairs of Red-breasted Mergansers were on the Snake R. near Lewiston, Ida. Apr. 22 (RN) 

VULTURES AND HAWKS -- A strange sighting was that of a Turkey Vulture alighting on a tree in Richland; the species is rare in that area (REW). One of this species, rare in Boundary County, Ida., was sighted at Hall Mt, Apr 19 (PRS) The pair of Bald Eagles at Kootenai N.W.R. that began nest building last fall, hatched two young, the first in the refuge's history (LDN). A pair in Lincoln County, Mont., was rearing two eaglets (K.B.C.) as was a pair at Wasa Sloughs near Kimberley, B.C. (MVW). Hebgen and Quake L., near W. Yellowstone, Mont., had three nesting pairs (JS). A Bald Eagle roost count in the Harney Basin came up with 155 birds Mar. 19-20. Some hawk totals for the Region were: Sharp-shinned three, Cooper's 12+ and "common," N. Goshawk four, Ferruginous four and "a few," Merlin three, Peregrine Falcon two and Prairie Falcon three. An incubating Golden Eagle was at Naches and another at Oak Creek W.M.A., n.w. of Yakima, Wash. Nine of 24 Golden Eagle nest sites at Malheur were successful. Most remarkable was the sighting of a Crested Caracara near Montpelier, Ida., May 30. Photographed at close range, the bird was not tame and had no obvious signs (jesses) of having been captive (GDe et al.) 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- A White-tailed Ptarmigan was discovered in the Caribou Cr. area near Yaak, Mont., Apr. 17 (CW). Sage Grouse numbered 60 at Yakima Firing Range and a lek 20 mi n. of the Utah state line in s.c. Idaho contained 20 males. The lek near Millican, Ore., had up to 35 Sage Grouse, and 5 leks near Bend showed increased numbers. The Oregon State Fish and Wildlife Dept. added about 20 Wild Turkeys to the flock n.w. of Sisters, hoping to reduce inbreeding in the flock introduced in the 1950s. Gambel's Quail were noted at Boise and Ft. Boise W.M.A., near Perma, Ida. (MRC, JL, ST, m.ob.). 

CRANES -- Greater Sandhill Cranes were experiencing low nesting success at Malheur as the result of predation. A color-marked Lesser Sandhill observed there had been marked as a fledgling at Nushagak Bay in Alaska last year. Three flocks of Lesser Sandhills totaling 400-500 passed over Richland Apr. 21 (REW) and Conconully L., Okanogan Co., Wash., had 5000-6000 Sandhills flying over Apr. 16 (AP). Three Sandhills were observed flying over the Continental Divide w. of Philipsburg, Mont., in early May (PLW). 

S.A.
Sandhill Crane nests at Grays L., Ida. had 32 Whooping Crane eggs placed in them and at least 9 eggs had hatched. Six older Whoopers had returned two more than last year, but no pairing or nesting occurred. There is still a shortage of older females there. Other older Whoopers summered in e. Idaho and w. Wyoming (ECB).


SHOREBIRDS -- The only Black-bellied Plovers reported were one at Malheur Apr. 19 and one at Lower Klamath N.W.R., Ore., just n of the California line. The Snowy Plover was observed at Hubbard and Indian Creek reservoirs, Ada Co., Ida., (MRC, JL, ST), and at Lower Klamath (PL). The species was not recorded at Malheur; high water levels had eliminated suitable nesting habitat there. Semipalmated Plovers appeared at Malheur, Lower Klamath, Weston and Rufus, all in Oregon. Black-necked Stilts appeared in a number of unusual places. The most remarkable sighting was that of at least six at Swan L, Vernon, B.C., May 14-25 (IB, m.ob.). One at Mann's L., e. of Lewiston, was apparently n. Idaho's first (REJ, JR). Up to five were sighted at Reardan, Wash., and three stopped at St. Andrews, Wash., Apr. 14 (BW). Up to eight appeared at Hatfield L., Baker, for the 2nd county record (TC). An astonishing number showed up in the Winchester Wasteway-Dodson Rd. area s.w. of Moses L.; about Apr. 20 a group of 13 was at one pond and 15 at another (JT). Ponds n. of Frenchman Hills Rd., in that area held 15 stilts, two of which were on eggs. One nest checked contained 4 eggs. A small island in the n. part of Potholes Res had two pairs of stilts; behavior of the birds indicated at least one nest (RF). A few Am. Avocets showed up at Bend for the 2nd county record (TC). At Kootenai N.W.R., where the species is rare, one avocet appeared Apr. 10 and two May 19 (LDN). The only Solitary Sandpipers reported were singles at Genesee, Ida. (MK, LL, PP), and w. of Reardan (BW). A rare sighting of a Whimbrel was made at Malheur May 1 (ref. pets.). Two migrating Long-billed Curlews at Bonners Ferry May 12 were distinctly on the rare side (PRS). This species again appeared in small numbers in the Eureka, Mont., vicinity (CW). Four Marbled 

Volume 38, Number 5  937

Godwits, also rare at Malheur, appeared there Apr. 25 (ref. pers.). Two were at Mann's L., Lewiston, Ida., May 5, along with four Sanderlings (RN). A Sanderling at Mountain Home Res. provided a latilong first (KBP) as did two at Otharp L., s.w. of Eureka (CW). Eight Baird's Sandpipers, rare at Bend in spring, were counted there Apr. 15; this could be an extremely high number even for the fall migration there (TC). One or two Dunlins at Hubbard Res., and at Dry L. ponds, Canyon Co., Ida., were noteworthy (MRC, ECC, CS) and one near Umapine, Ore., May 5 was unusual (SM, PD). Rufus had four Short-billed Dowitchers May 4 (RG), one was photographed near Boise May 8 (MRC) and one was at Bend May 3 (TC). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- Unusual were four Franklin's Gulls at Hubbard Res. and a Bonaparte's Gull at Davis Res., e. of Cascade, Ida. (MRC, ST). A Franklin's Gull, rare in s. British Columbia, was at Nakusp May 30 (RH). At least 1000 Bonaparte's were on Salmon L., s. of Kamloops, B.C., May 5 (JW). One was at Lewiston May 5 (RN) and two were on a pond at Genesee, Ida. May 6 (C.B.). Single Herring Gulls were at Rufus Apr. 6 (RG) and at Malheur Mar. 7 (ref. pers.). Birds identified as W. Gulls were reported at C.J. Strike Res., Feb. l0 and near Boise Mar. 28 (MRC, ECC, NS, CS). This species is virtually unknown inland; these records, if correct, would be the first for Idaho. Two Caspian Terns, rare in s. interior British Columbia, appeared at Tranquille May 17 and one was at Chapperon L., s. of Kamloops, May 12 (RH). Two were at Lewiston May 6 (C.B.). Several "Black Terns" at American Falls Res. in s. Idaho May 3 proved to be Com. Terns (CHT). Single Black Terns were sighted at Hubbard Res., Marsing and Ft. Boise W.M.A. Millcreek Res., e. of Walla Walla had one May 28 (CF), and two at Fortine, Mont., May 15 were the first there in the last 6 years (WW). 

DOVES AND OWLS -- A Band-tailed Pigeon was sighted at Malheur Apr. 1 and another appeared at Montour, Ida. May 12 (A & HL, G.E.A.S.). Slate Creek R.S. s. of White Bird, Ida., had one May 3 (SW). At least 25 Com. Barn-Owls frequented cliffs at dusk near Clarkston, Wash., May 21 (MK). Five Flammulated Owls were calling at various places in the Kamloops area May 18-24 (RH) and three were heard near Kelowna, B.C., May 26 (JB). Two were calling at Diamond L., Wash., May 28 (BW). A pair of Snowy Owls that reportedly wintered in the Cascade-Donnelly,, Ida. area were last seen Apr. 10 (fide MRC). Owl censuses in Boise N.F., Valley Co., Ida., in March and April counted one W. Screech, up to eight Great Horned, up to 14 N. Pygmy, one Great Gray (+ five in adjacent areas), two Strix spp., two Boreal and three N. Saw-whet owls (G & PH). 

SWIFTS AND HUMMINGBIRDS -- An estimated 1000 Black Swifts were over Swan L., Vernon May 21 (PMcA). A kayak trip on the Owyhee R., below Rome, Ore., May 27 yielded three Black Swifts in association with many White-throated Swifts (BN). A single White- throated was sighted near Asotin, Wash., May 25 (MK). An exciting observation was of a male Costa's Hummingbird at Bend, Ore., May 11+ (G & CR, TC). This furnished the Region's first record. 

WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS -- Few Lewis' Woodpeckers were reported except at Malheur, where the birds were rather common through May 16. Two W. Flycatchers on Scout Mr., s. of Pocatello, May 31 were suspected of nesting (CHT). A report of an Ash-throated Flycatcher at Cranbrook was apparently the first for interior British Columbia (fide MVW). Eastern Kingbirds were reported as much more numerous than usual in e. Oregon, outnumbering the ordinarily more common W. Kingbird. A W. Kingbird, a rarity at Kootenai N.W.R., was observed there May 21. 

SWALLOWS THROUGH WRENS -- A male Purple Martin showed up near Mountain Home Apr. 21 (CS) and perhaps the same bird appeared with swallows near Boise Apr. 25-26 and near Hubbard Res. May 12 (MBe, MRC). The Blue Jay that wintered near Fortine was last seen May 5 (WW). The mountains along the w. side of Cascade Res., Valley Co., Ida., had three Chestnut-backed Chickadees Mar. 20. Local residents reportedly have seen them 20 mi to the n.e. of there in summer (MRC). Hull's Gulch Nature Trail, Boise, had three Plain Titmice May 27 for apparently the first spring record for that area (ECC). Bewick's Wren was reported still increasing in the Walla Walla area and nearby along the Snake and Columbia rivers (SM). 

GNATCATCHERS THROUGH WARBLERS -- A Blue-gray Gnat- catcher again appeared at Boise-Barber pools of the Boise R., Apr. 28 (MRC), and two pairs were building nests at Malheur. Migrating Mountain Bluebirds numbered 85 at Bickleton, Wash., Mar. 6 and a flock of 35 was seen near Cataldo, Ida. May 6. Boise had a visit from a N. Mockingbird May 16 (PPh, PB). The Brown Thrasher that wintered near Genelle, s. of Trail, B.C., was last seen Mar. 5 (ME, m.ob.). A Loggerhead Shrike, very rare in s. British Columbia, was sighted at Osoyoos Apr. 5 (SRC). "Phenomenal" waves of vireos and warblers were encountered in the Boise vicinity Apr. 21-May 21, coinciding with an erratic storm pattern to the e. Included were two Bell's Vireos described May 16 for apparently Idaho's first (MRC, PPh, PB). A male Blue-winged Warbler at Pocatello May 8 apparently provided Idaho's 2nd record (CWe, fide CHT). Tennessee Warblers were unusually common at Vernon in mid-May (PMcA) and one was observed at Pocatello May 16 (CHT et al.). A Tennessee was near Page Springs, Ore., May 5. Malheur had a Black-throated Gray Warbler Apr. 25, a Black-throated Green May 11, a pair of Blackpolls May 19 and a male Black-and-white May 22+ (ref. pers.). A molting male "Myrtle" Yellow-rumped Warbler was seen at Mountain Home May 18, and a Com. Yellowthroat May 14 made the first record there (KBP). That oasis for birds and birders, the Davenport, Wash. cemetery, provided a Palm Warbler May 12 (BW). A Black-and-white Warbler at Tumalo S.P., May l1 was Deschutes County's first and another was at Fields, Ore., May 27 (TC, JG, RS, HN). An Ovenbird was near Fields May 27 (ref. pers.) and one caught by a cat at Pocatello May 25 was banded and released. The cat owner said he had seen another in his yard (JJ).


Ovenbird banded by Joe Jeppson at Pocatello, Idaho, May 25, 1984. Photo/C. H. Trost. 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH GRACKLES -- Helena had a male Rose- breasted Grosbeak May 26 (GH) and a female June 1 (AS). A Lark Sparrow at Kimberley May 17 furnished that area's first record (MVW). A Black-throated Sparrow at Metcalf N.W.R. was the 3rd ever reported for w. Montana (HH). The Malta, Ida. area had two Lark Buntings May 3 (WHS). Grasshopper Sparrows were found in the Boise area at Ft. Boise, Kuna, and Black's Creek Res. (MRC, JL, ST), and in the vicinity of Eureka, Mont. (CW). The species was also reported at the N. Potholes (Y.A.S.) and near Wallula, Wash. (SM). Single Harris' Spar- rows were reported at Rogersburg, Wash., May 5 (AM), at Boise feeders and along the Payette R., Ida., Mar. 1-Apr. 26 (MRC), and one at Klamath Falls was seen again Apr. 16 (PL); College Place, Wash., had two immatures Mar. 3 (B.M.A.S.). The lakeshore at Nakusp, B.C., hosted the phenomenal rarity of two male Chestnut-collared Longspurs in full breeding plumage May 29-30 (GDa, FKi). A breeding-plumaged
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female Snow Bunting photographed at Donnelly, Ida. Mar. 16, furnished a latilong first (MRC, JL, ST). Bobolinks seem to have become regular summer residents at Prairie, Ida. two males were seen in that vicinity May 26 (KBP). A few Com. Grackles appeared in the Boise and Mountain Home vicinities (MRC, A & HL, J & RS, m.ob.). 
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Spring Migration, 1984

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/David Fix 

Spring 1984 in the Region was characterized by mild, moist weather which served to ground waves of passerines. This effect was most noticeable April 13-18 and April 24-26. Migration through interior valleys was noted as excellent in many areas. Coastal migrations were fair-to-poor, with numbers of some common species dramatically low onshore. Western Oregon hosted a record invasion of Black-necked Stilts, while the entire Region saw a generally early arrival of summering land birds. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- N.J.C.R. = north jetty of the Columbia R., Wash.; S.J.C.R. = south jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg. V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Arctic Loons staged their usual concentration around Active Pass, s. British Columbia, with 650-800 there Apr. 7-19 (J & RS, M & VG). Northward passage of Arctics off Oregon beaches continued through the end of the period (m.ob.). Following 

948 American Birds, September - October 1984

last winter's 14± Yellow-billed Loons, five were seen Mar 6-24 in s. British Columbia and n. Washington. The wintering bird at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., remained until late April (VT et al. ). Eared Grebes were seen in the usual small numbers, with the exception of a flock of nine on Meares L., at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. Mar. 30 (HN). Western Grebes were reported in low numbers typical of the past 10 years in the s half of the Region. This contrasted with the raft of 6000 on Saanich Inlet, V.I., Mar. 12 (VG). A light-phase "Clark's" W. Grebe was on the Columbia R., near Skamokawa, Wash., Apr. 11 (†AR), and one was found inland on the sewage ponds at Forest Grove, Oreg., Apr. 25 (DI, JGi). Dark-phase birds greatly outnumber "Clark's" in the Region. Wahl's boat trip out of Westport, Wash., May 6 encountered low numbers of most species. Forty-four Black-footed Albatrosses were seen, and no N. Fulmars. The 44 Pink-footed Shearwaters was also below average. Two Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found. The 6224 Sooty Shearwaters off Westport and 4000 at the S.J.C.R., May 25 (HN) were near expected totals. However, "perhaps a million or more" Sooties May 12 just off the S.J.C.R. (RS, fide HN) was a high spring concentration for this favored location. The only storm-petrels noted this season were 24 Fork-taileds out of Westport (TW), and a single Leach’s seen Mar. 17 in Canadian waters s. of Victoria (KT, J. Wilson). Brown Pelicans returned early once again. Two were at Tillamook Bay May 19 (JK, fide DI), and four were at nearby Netarts Bay May 21 (JK). One of the Great Blue Heron colonies near Eugene, Oreg., was about to be displaced by gravel dredging--an important threat to riparian sites in the Willamette Valley (DF). A count of 66 Great Egrets was tallied Mar. 24 in the Coquille Valley s.e. of Coos Bay, Oreg. (JGa). The presence of a Great Egret near the huge Bachelor I., Wash., heronry in late April was intriguing (HN); this species is presently only a casual breeder in the Region. Two Snowy Egrets in the Rogue R. Valley at Medford, Oreg., May 11 were out of place (OSw), but the Snowy at Bowerman Basin on Grays Harbor, Wash., Apr. 22 (M. Hatheway) was truly surprising. Three Black-crowned Night-Herons on the Skagit Flats Game Range, n. Wash., Mar. 11 may have been wintering birds noted earlier in the year (fide PM). The immature that wintered at Reifel Ref., near Vancouver, B.C., was last reported Mar. 28 (refuge staff, fide MF). 

WATERFOWL -- The bulk of the wintering Tundra Swans had departed by the end of March (m.ob.), but one adult lingered until at least late May w. of Florence, Oreg. (BC et al.). The Barney L., Wash., Trumpeter Swans had left by mid-March (DP). Greater White-fronted Geese were widely reported this season. Evidence suggests that many flocks travel from the interior NW across the s. Willamette Valley, thence N up the outer Oregon and Washington coasts. Nehalem Bay near Tillamook hosted 315 on Apr. 28 (VT), and hundreds passed Ocean Shores, Wash., Apr. 21-29 (DP). Three birds late at the S.J.C.R., May 31 "appeared to be Tule Geese" (HN). A Bean Goose at Nisqually N.W.R., near Olympia, Wash., from March until at least Apr 6 (B. Harrington-Tweit et al.) was considered an escapee. A subad. Ross' Goose stayed May 2-6 at Burnaby L., B.C., for only the 3rd Vancouver area record (†J & HM, †MF et al.). An Emperor Goose was at Sandspit, Queen Charlotte Is., B.C., Mar. 2 (M. Morris), and one was at Race Rocks, Metchosin, V.I., Apr. 19 (P. Griffiths). The imm. Emperor that wintered in Portland, Oreg., parks remained through the period, as several such individuals have done in the recent past (DI et al.) Canada Geese of varying origin breed locally throughout the Region. The first of 4 nests at Ft. Lewis, Wash., had hatched out by Apr. 17 (J. Beall, fide TB), while the first young were noted May 4 on Metchosin Lagoon, V.I. (N. Marcus). Seven Eurasian' Green-winged Teal were found, about average for the spring period. A strongly-marked hybrid male Eur. x Am. Green-winged Teal was at Stewart Pond, Eugene, Oreg., Apr. 29 (BC, †DF, †SH). About 14 male Eur. Wigeon were scattered through the Region, with the last one in Victoria May 5 (VG). A hybrid Eur. x Am. Wigeon was there as well May 3-4 (J & RS). An ad. male Tufted Duck was discovered 3.7 mi n.w. of Coquille, Coos Co., Oreg., Mar. 11, (†G. Keller, LT) for the 4th state record. Reinforcing the thought that the Columbia Gorge may be an important inland station for Greater Scaup was the report of 150 at Starvation Creek S.P., e. of Cascade Locks, Oreg. Mar. 25 (DA). Harlequin Ducks are scarce and elusive breeders in the Oregon Cascades In addition to one report each of a few birds in the Hood R., McKenzie R., and upper Willamette R. drainages in April (m.ob.), an ad. female was found May 28 on the headwaters of Deer Cr, Yamhill Co., on the e. slope of the n. Oregon Coast Range (TL, fide HN), an area where the species is practically unknown. Six Oldsquaws that wintered at Yaquina Bay remained until late April, the only concentration in Oregon (m.ob.). 

VULTURES THROUGH CRANES -- Reports of Turkey Vultures mentioned mostly pairs and singles from many locations Mar. 3+. There was little concerted movement apparent this spring. All reports indicate that populations of Ospreys in the Region continue to thrive. As expected, only a few Black-shouldered Kites lingered into the season Singles were at Finley N.W.R., s. of Corvallis, Oreg., Apr. 22 (B Altman, fide EE), and on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., May 31 (RW). A modest number continued resident in Tillamook County, Oreg. with a pair probably nesting again at the Tillamook airport (HN et al.). Numbers of the smaller accipiters were normal, and a typical count of nine N Goshawks was seen. An imm. Goshawk captured a crow at the Tillamook dump Mar. 24 (DI et al.). The usual few resident Red-shouldered Hawks were noted on the s. Oregon coast. However, one in the Coquille Valley Mar. 24 (JGa) was farther n. than the species is generally suspected to breed. Aside from numerous and scattered s. V.I. reports (fide VG), only a few Golden Eagles were seen. Two near McMinnville, Oreg., in late March were near last year's nesting location, and one was seen harassed by a Red-tailed Hawk over Centralia, Wash., Mar. 17 (J Skriletz). About 17 Peregrine Falcons were seen, slightly fewer than is now expected. A Gyrfalcon in Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 2 (T. Plath) constituted the only report for the period. Eight Soras calling from a marsh near Tillamook May 12 (DI et al.) was a surprising count for a coastal location. Bizarre, but believable, was a Sora sitting atop an outdoor phone kiosk at 6020' in Crater Lake N.P., Apr. 27, surrounded by 10-ft snow banks (J. Bartl). Sandhill Cranes peaked at 1100 on Mar. 3 on Sauvie I., Oreg. (fide HN). A flock of 300 spent Apr. 14-22 near Neah Bay, Wash., and Apr. 14 a flock of 93 crossed the Strait of Juan de Fuca from Neah Bay into s. British Columbia (C. Commerce). Two pairs were nesting by period's end on Porcher I., s.w. of Prince Rupert, n. B.C., for a new Regional breeding site (Mr. & Mrs. Ostrom). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The 500 Black-bellied Plovers in dairy pastures near Tillamook Apr. 24 was the high count for the Region this spring (DI). Lesser Golden-Plovers made an exceptional showing. Possibly 12 occurred in Washington Apr. 21-May 25, five being P.d. fulva (G & WH, DP, RW, J. O'Connell), and eight to 12 were in n. coastal Oregon, at least one being assigned to fulva (fide HN). Seven were in pastures near Tillamook Apr. 25 (DI, JGi et al.), a magnetic location for large plovers. One at Boundary Bay, Delta, B.C., Apr. 29 (BK) was a rare spring sighting for the Vancouver area. Up to three Snowy Plovers were seen in April and May at Catala Spit, Ocean Shores, Wash., their n limit for breeding on the Pacific Coast (PM et al.). 
S.A.
The spring of 1984 will be remembered by w. Oregon observers as the season Black-necked Stilts invaded. A few stilts straggle more or less regularly into the area in spring and early fall. This year, however, was exceptional. Between Apr. 14 and May 4 about 120-130 birds appeared, at 11 locations between Medford and Tillamook (m.ob.). The largest concentrations were 40 at Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene Apr. 17 (SH, DI, DF), 38 at Medford Apr. 17, with 19 there the previous day(OSw), 17 at Helmick S.P., Polk Co., Apr. 14 (D. Bucy, fide EE), and eight on Sauvie I., Apr. 15 (DR). A single bird at Tillamook Apr. 28- May 2 (DI et al.) was the only one reported from the coast. The lone sighting for Washington was of three near Stanwood, Skagit Co., Apr. 17 (C.

Evans). Perhaps surprisingly, none was reported after May 4. Some were in plausible breeding habitat, al- though most were found in seasonally wet fields. It seems reasonable to correlate their incursion with record floodwater levels in the n. Great Basin.
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The only Am Avocet was at Medford May 9-15 (OSw) Solitary Sandpipers were nearly routine in Oregon. At least 16 were found, with as many as seven near Banks, w. of Portland, on several dates (JGa et al). Four to six on s. V.I., and three in the Vancouver, B.C., area (fide VG, DK), brought the Regional total to more than 23 birds. The Willet that wintered at Ediz Hook, Wash., was seen to Apr. 3 (DS). Two Wallets were at Bowerman Basin, Grays Harbor, Apr. 26 (DH, ER), and two were a surprise at Medford Apr. 30 (OSw). Twelve Long-billed Curlews was an above-average count for spring, and they were widely scattered. Singles Apr. 8 in Vancouver, B.C. (MP) & May 21 at Iona I. (G Thomas) were rare locally, while one at Finley N.W.R., May 17 (SH, DR, MH) was early for an inland location. A winter-plumaged Bar-tailed Godwit at the S.J.C.R., Apr. 27 (†HN) sustained a vague recent pattern of West Coast-wintering Bar-taileds returning N in spring. Single Marbled Godwits, unusual in spring in British Columbia, were on Sea I., May 14 (JI), at Saanich May 16 (B. Whittington, KT), and on Blackie Spit Apr. 26 (W. Weber) and May 20 (D Jensen). The high count for Ruddy Turnstones was of 200 at Ocean Shores May 13 (P. Evans, D. & L. Lindstrom). Red Knots were considered scarcer than usual this season at Ocean Shores (G & WH), possibly owing to heavy use of nearby Willapa Bay, where 800 were counted May 1 for the peak number reported (AR et al.). A Red Knot inland at Medford Apr. 30, and ten there May 11 (OSw) were unexpected. A Semipalmated Sandpiper at Saanich Apr. 23 (†J & RS) and another at Padilla Bay, Wash., May 6 (†S. Johnson) were detailed. About 13 were reported from Iona I., B.C., May 6-30 (m.ob.), and four at Leadbetter Pt., Willapa Bay, May 31 (RW). Both are areas where the occurrence of Semi-palmateds has been well demonstrated in the past. Western Sand- pipers concentrated in favored Bowerman Basin on Grays Harbor, with 40,000 the last week of April being fewer than usual (DP et al.). As expected, token Baird's Sandpipers showed up. Singles were at Saanich Apr. 30 (J & RS), at Finley N.W.R., Oreg. May 5 (J & RK,, fide EE), and on Iona I., May 15 (DAl). A Pectoral Sandpiper was at Iona I., May 20 and two were there the following day for the only reports this spring (fide DK). Most surprising was the Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Leadbetter Pt., May 31 (†RW), an unseasonal occurrence for anywhere in the West. A flock of 50 Long-billed Dowitchers appeared briefly in Seattle May 12 before flying off high to the N (L. Stevens), 274 were in Medford May 11 (OSw), and 30 were on Iona I., May 19 (JI). At least 21 Wilson's Phalaropes appeared Apr. 30-May 29 (m.ob.). Six at Tillamook Bay, May 28 (DF, DI, MK) was the high count. This above-average showing contrasted with the dearth of pelagic phalaropes throughout the Region. Few Red-necked Phalaropes were seen along the coast until late May. The boat trip out of Westport May 6 found only 14 (TW). No Red Phalaropes were reported. 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Two Pomarine Jaegers off West- port May 6 (TW) and a dark-phase bird at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. Apr. 18 (J Evanich, VT), along with two Parasitics passing Ocean Shores May 25 (G & WH) made for a poor showing. Another Little Gull was found in the Region in spring, this time an adult Apr. 8 off Orcas I., in Washington's San Juans (TW, ph.). Exemplifying a generally poor migration along the outer coast was the striking scarcity of Bonaparte's Gulls in the s. one-half of the Region. They were seen only occasionally in Oregon and Washington until about May 25. One hundred at Port Townsend, Wash., Apr. 14-15 may have been the largest gathering onshore there during mid-spring. Only two were seen at Ocean Shores in April and May (G & WH, DP). Yet in inland waters to the n., 5000 were seen at Active Pass, s. V.I., Apr. 7, and 300 were in Richmond, B.C., May 14 (MF). The anticipated onshore N migration of Herring Gulls was noted on the coast of Oregon and Washington, with 50+/hr. flying up Sunset Beach near the S.J.C.R., May 2 (DI, MK). Most ad. Thayer's Gulls appeared to depart in late March, while immatures hung on longer, with 24 still on Sauvie I., Apr. 8 (DI). A few Thayer's at Ocean Shores Apr. 29-May 6 were the last ones noted (DP). The last of the 34+ Glaucous Gulls reported this spring was at Ocean Shores May 25 (G & WH). DP remarks that there was clear evidence of a small coastwise migration of Glaucous there Apr. 25-May 6. A bird identified as a 2nd-winter Iceland Gull was discovered Mar. 10 at the landfill on Lulu I., Richmond, B.C. (†MF ph., †BK, T. Plath, MP). The gull was intimately described and thoroughly discussed, with convincing separation made from abnormally-pigmented Thayer's Gull and other aberrant possibilities All features noted on the Richmond bird are consistent with a typical "Kumlien's", including light barring on the tertials, inner greater secondary coverts, and undertail coverts; high, rounded head shape; bill size and shape; and marked extension of wing- tips beyond tail. This is the 2nd photographically-documented record of this form for British Columbia, coming on the heels of a first-winter bird found at the Vancouver landfill earlier this year. Four Sabine's Gulls out of Westport May 6 (TW) were the only ones seen. Caspian Terns continue to do well in the Region. Following the first northbound arrival Mar. 23, at Bandon, Oreg., (MH, SH, DR), high numbers were seen coastwise. Both Common and Arctic terns were in lower than average numbers, although 18 Arctics were encountered off Westport, and a small flock was seen at the N.J.C.R., May 19 (BM) An Arctic Tern at Gilbert Beach, Richmond, May 14 (MF) was unusual for the Vancouver area. Thirteen Marbled Murrelets Apr. 9 off West Pt. in Seattle (DB, DH) was a high count there. The only Ancient Murrelets reported were three at Active Pass Apr. 7 (RS). Wahl termed the 11 Cassin's Auklets May 6 off Westport "pathetically low". Only seven Tufted Puffins were at Cape Meares, Oreg., May 2, causing concern about repeated poor showings there (HN). Many fewer than usual were at nest rocks off Pt. Grenville, Wash., in early May also (PM). 

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Two Com. Barn-Owl nests on s. V.I. were both in broken-top Douglas-firs (MN et al.). The only Snowy Owl reports were of singles Mar. 11 on the Skagit Flats, n Wash. (fide PM), and Mar. 25 in Delta, B.C. (P. Yorke). A Barred Owl nest was again found in Seattle's Discovery P. (DB), and another individual was seen Apr. 22-May 7 on nearby Mercer I., in L. Washington (W. Crill et al.). Adults seen in E. Sooke, V.I., all spring were thought to be nesting. There were no Oregon reports for the period. Four Long-eared Owls in w. Washington County, Oreg., in April and May were in an area where poorly known (m.ob.). A Com. Poorwill road-feeding in wet conifer forest just n. of Marblemount, n. Wash., May 3 (†P. Stoddard, S. Hiebert) was dramatically out of normal range and habitat. The only sightings of Black Swift, aside from un-detailed April reports, were of one at Queen Elizabeth P., Vancouver, B.C., May 15 (DAl), and eight at Langford, V.I., May 24 (RWm). The spring flight of Vaux's Swift was excellent everywhere, "unprecedented in both numbers and extent" on s. V.I. (VG), and "bundles of migrants" in Portland (DI) A few in Portland (TC) and 20 over Eugene (DF), both Apr. 13, were a few days early. A total of 400+ was tallied May 9 on s. V.I., with 200 using an Oak Bay chimney (fide VG). Twenty-three Anna's Hummingbirds were defending territories in Discovery P., Seattle, during early March (DH), and up to six were watched on the Univ. of Victoria campus through the spring. A male Costa's Hummingbird in Portland May 11 (JK, fide DI, HN) provided about the 12th Oregon record. A male Calliope Hummingbird at a Saanich feeder Apr. 27 was only the 4th for the Victoria area, and the first since 1966 (M. Jamison, C. Blankendaal). This species is apparently under- going a range expansion into the lower mountains of w. Oregon (m.ob.). A male Allen's Hummingbird Mar. 23 in the lower Coquille Valley s.e. of Coos Bay was the northernmost one reported this season (MH, SH, DR). Underscoring the virtual disappearance of breeding Lewis' Woodpeckers from the Region was the reported season's total of just three birds: singles on s. V.I., in Seattle, and at Finley N.W R , Oreg., all in mid-May. A "Red-naped" Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Apr 28 at Upper Table Rock in the Rogue Valley of s. Oregon furnished a notable migrant record (MR). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Two Olive-sided Flycatchers Apr. 21 in Metchosin, V.I., were slightly ahead of schedule (KT). Hammond's Flycatchers were more widely noted than ever in the lowlands during April and early May passage, following the first bird Apr. 14 at Corvallis, Oreg. (EE). Arrival was generally 2-3 days early. Increased awareness of Hammond's distinctive but easily-overlooked call note has probably caused an increase in reports, especially in the s Willamette Valley, where more than 50 were located (m.ob.). The only Dusky Flycatcher reported was near Yamhill, Oreg. May 18 (JGa) Two Gray Flycatchers strayed across the Cascades. One was in Corvallis, Oreg. May 12 (†F. Ramsey, fide EE), and one was in Seattle May 28 (†DB) for the 2nd w. Washington record. A W. Flycatcher singing
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on Orcas I., Wash, Apr 14 (GJ, FS) was slightly earlier than expected Oregon's northernmost known Black Phoebes persisted, with a pair under the Hwy. 101 bridge at Euchre Cr., Curry Co., May 6 (BC, DF). The first of seven Say's Phoebes this season was in Seattle Mar. 11 for King County's earliest ever (DB). Western Kingbirds enjoyed a most remarkable surge into the Region this spring, with reports of unusual numbers and locations too numerous to list. At least a dozen were in w. Washington, near-record numbers were found in much of w. Oregon, and there were six sightings at Vancouver, B.C., where it is quite rare (m oh.). Alan MacLeod's Eur. Skylark survey on the Saanich Pen., of s. V.I. totalled 45 singing larks at 18 sites during the spring. This indicates an approximately stable population in that area. Purple Martins were little noted, but seemed in normal numbers at Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene (m. ob.). Northern Rough-winged Swallows arrived about on time in mid-to-late March, with the exception of a very early bird Mar. 10 at Quick's Bottom, Saanich (KT). At least five Bank Swallows were found. One was at Nehalem, Oreg. May 9 (TC, HN), and one visited Seattle's Montlake Fill May 13 (DB). One to three were at Iona I., May 20-26 (BK, MF et al.). A lone Cliff Swallow at Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., Mar. 21 was very early so far n. (fide PM). Widespread arrival took place 2-3 weeks later. 

JAYS THROUGH WAGTAILS -- Following a major lowland- coastal incursion last fall, Steller's Jays made what may have been a return showing. Thirty-five were at one location in Saanich Apr. 17 (L. Alexander), 31 were in Discovery P., Seattle, Apr. 25 (DH), and 48 were there May 6 (DB). The Blue Jay that wintered at L. Sammamish, Wash., was last seen May 11 (B. Johnson), while the McMinnville, Oreg., bird disappeared after early March (TL). The fall influx of Mountain Chickadees into the west-side lowlands also appeared to have an 'echo' effect, with a re-visitation of feeders widely noted in w. Oregon (m. ob.). Ten Bushtits May 10 at Hot Springs I., in the Queen Charlotte Is., n.w. B.C. (E. Lofroth), were very far n., and may have provided a first Islands record. A Bewick's Wren at Kitimat, B.C., Apr. 25 (P. Ward) was also far n. of its known range in the province. Several thousand Ruby-crowned Kinglets massed on Tatoosh I., Wash., Apr. 15 (B. Paine). They were watched making short flights up and back at dusk, preparing for night migratory flight. Western Bluebirds appeared stable. Twenty-five pairs were settled at Ft Lewis, Wash. (J. Beall, G. Walter). Single Mountain Bluebirds were on the Skagit Flats Mar. 31 (E. Smimov), at Cadboro Bay, Saanich, Apr. 22-25 (M & RM-G et al.), and at Iona I., Apr. 23 (T. Moore, R. Jones). The species is very scarce at these locations. The rapid settlement of clearcuts across much of the Region by Townsend's Solitaires continues, and probably contributes to the increase in sightings of lowland migrants. High numbers were seen this season in particular. A Veery at Sequim on the n.e. Olympic Pen., May 21 (†D & SS) was a straggler. A few early Swainson's Thrushes were detected as usual, the first being a bird at Philomath, Oreg. Apr. 8 (J & RK). During the night of May 18-19, 40-50 calls per minute were heard overhead in Eugene (DF). Night calls were also heard over Portland May 22 (DI). Most surprising was a fully-fledged juvenile Am. Robin Mar. 1 in downtown Portland (JGi, fide DI), product of an aberrant early nesting. A Gray Catbird at Pitt Meadows, near Vancouver, B.C., May 26 (BK, MF) continued a trend of increased sightings at this past breeding location. Only two N. Mockingbirds were seen this season. The bird at the Medford, Oreg., airport continued resident (OSw), and one was found in Portland May 20 (OSc, fide HN). The Brown Thrasher that wintered near Colton, s.e. of Portland, was not observed after Apr. 27 (K. Cooper, fide HN). The first-winter Black-backed/White Wagtail that wintered at Crockett L., Whidbey I., Wash., was seen often during April and was last reported May 5 (T. Weir et al.). Beginning in April, the bird underwent an incomplete molt in which it acquired partial black on throat and neck, a thin black eyeline across a white face, a narrow white band above the bill, and a narrow black band above that. At last report no detectable change had occurred in the wing pattern. Plumage characters cited by Morlan (Continental Birdlife 2:37-50, 1981) suggest that our current knowledge does not allow for identification of such an individual in the field, and possibly not in the hand. PM comments that this may be an instance in which excellent photographs, written descriptions, and the presence of the bird through an entire molt may not be sufficient for specific identification. 

WAXWINGS THROUGH BUNTINGS -- Several Bohemian Waxwings May 23 in Portland were very late (SJ, fide HN) Cedar Waxwings arrived in most areas in mid-May, later than expected (m.ob.). A singing N. Shrike in Seattle Apr. 14 was the last reported, although a shrike (sp.) in n. coastal Lane County, Oreg. Apr. 28 was late regardless of species (DF). Solitary Vireos arrived slightly early, with singles at Corvallis, Oreg. Apr. 5 (EE), Langford, B.C., Apr 6 (G. & T. Briggs), and Redmond, Wash., Apr. 11 (R. Rockle) being the initial state and provincial sightings. A Warbling Vireo in Eugene Apr 20 was ahead of schedule (DF). Returnees elsewhere were about on time. Red-eyed Vireos arrive here in late May and June. Only one was found during the period, in the Malahat Land District of V.I., May 26 (MN). April saw a staggering and protracted passage of Orange-crowned Warblers through w.-c. Oregon (m.ob.). About 150 were on Skinner Butte, Eugene, Apr. 13, and 225 were massed there Apr. 26 (DF, SH) On Apr. 29, huge numbers were encountered in coastal Oregon clear- cuts, with flocks of up to 20 warblers swarming in the salal everywhere (BC, DF, SH). More than 200 were in Stanley P., Vancouver, B.C., May 8 (BK). Nashville Warblers appeared slightly early and in good numbers. The first was in Eugene Apr. 11 (S. Gordon). Four were found in the Vancouver, B.C., area, three were seen in lowland w. Washington, and another three were on the Oregon coast where among the scarcest regular warblers (m.ob.). Single Yellow Warblers at Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 29 (fide DK), at Dungeness Spit on the n.e. Olympic Pen. Apr. 8 (BM), and Apr. 23 at Saanich (J & RS) were early. A pair of 'Myrtle' Yellow-rumped Warblers appeared to be building a nest Apr. 29 on Sidney I., s.w. B.C. (TZ). Black-throated Gray Warblers also showed up early, and in impressive numbers. One in Corvallis Apr 6 was the first reported (fide EE). A heavy movement of Black-throated Grays was noted by many w. Oregon observers in mid-April. About 80-100 were on Skinner Butte, Eugene, Apr. 17, and 110+ were there Apr. 26 (DF, SH). Seven were seen on s. V.I., May 21 (RWm, A MacLeod), near the n.w. limit of their breeding range. Eighty Town- send's Warblers were on Skinner Butte Apr. 7, and a flock of 50 was in a yard on Bainbridge I., near Seattle, May 13 (GG). The first returning Hermit Warblers were two in Portland Apr. 18 (RS). An imm. female Hermit in Eugene Apr. 7-21 had probably wintered there (DF et al.). A male Black-and-white Warbler in Oregon City, Oreg., Apr. 20 (†R. Fergus) was unexpected, especially so early in the season. A MacGillivray's Warbler in Eugene Apr. 13 (SH) was the first reported. A Com. Yellowthroat Mar. 23, near Coquille, Oreg., was the first arrival noted (MH, SH, DR). Arrival of Wilson's Warblers was early in many areas. One was at LaPush, n.w. Olympic Pen., Apr. 8 (M. Egger). On Apr. 16 one was at Olympia, Wash., for G & WH's earliest ever there, ten were found in Tillamook County, Oreg. (JGi et al., fide DI), and singles were at Cape Alava, Wash. (GG) and in Saanich (J. Holt) as well. Two W. Tanagers on s. V.I., Apr. 15 were first arrivals for the Region (fide VG). A Black-headed Grosbeak in Portland Apr. 26 (M Houck, fide HN) was the first reported. A Lazuli Bunting Apr. 15 near Grants Pass., s. Oreg. (P. Lehman) was about 10 days earlier than expected. Accurate arrival dates for this species seem difficult to obtain The male Dickcissel that spent the winter on Puget I., s.w. Wash., was enjoyed by many before it was last seen on Apr. 14 (G. Exum, C Carver). Two Brewer's Sparrows were found: singles at Sauvie I., Oreg., Apr 11 (†HN), and atop Upper Table Rock, near Medford, Oreg. Apr. 28, (†MR). A Vesper Sparrow on Sea I., Richmond, B.C. May 20 (†J & HM) was a rarity. The first arrival reported for Vesper was Apr. 14, near Eugene (SH). One singing on Cape Blanco, Oreg., May 7 was part of the highly fragmented s. coastal population (BC, DF). A Lark Sparrow just n. of Eagle Cove, San Juan I., Apr. 26 furnished the 5th spring record for w. Washington (GJ, FS). Black-throated Sparrows appear as rare, irregular spring overshoots in the Region, mostly in w. Oregon. This season saw an amazing showing, with no fewer than 13 birds found, all in May. Eleven were in w. Oregon, five coastally and six in interior valleys. Two on Cape Blanco May 23 (fide HN) provided rare multiple occurrences. None was reported from Washington, but a Black-throated Sparrow at Pitt Meadows, B.C., May 20 (P. Cook, †F Walker) and another at White Rock May 28 (†J. Sarles et al.) provided 3rd and 4th provincial and Canadian records. Also making news were two Sage Sparrows, both in Oregon. One was on Sauvie I., Apr. 2 (SJ), and one was just s. of Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Apr. 14 (SH) A
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Lincoln's Sparrow in Oaks Bottom, Portland May 27 (DI) was a month behind the main movement. Two Swamp Sparrows were seen. An immature was in Langford, B.C., Mar. 4 (KT, C. Harper), and one was at Reifel Ref., near Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 5-10 (J & HM, †D. Jensen). At least 25 White-throated Sparrows were reported. A well-marked White-crowned x Golden-crowned Sparrow was seen at Westport, Wash., May 5 (TW). "Thousands" of White-crowneds were massed around the w. end of the n. Olympic Pen., May 5-6 (M. Carmody). Four Harris' Sparrows were noted. Single Lapland Longspurs, both very late, were seen May 22-24 in Jericho P., Vancouver, B.C. (MF, BK, J. Vandeliinde), & May 25 at the S.J.C.R. (JGi, HN). 

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH FINCHES -- At least a few Tricolored Blackbirds had returned to their 1983 nesting outpost in n. Portland by Apr. 28 (SJ). A W. Meadowlark carrying food at the Victoria airport May 13 was intriguing, as there have been no s. V.I. nesting reports for years (H. Hosford, fide VG). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were scattered in modest numbers over much of the Region's interior. Small numbers showed once again at the Montlake Fill in Seattle without evidence of breeding (m.ob.), while a tenuous colony at the Forest Grove, Oreg., sewage ponds expanded this spring to 8-10 pairs (DI). An ad. male Hooded Oriole stayed May 3-11 at a hummingbird feeder s. of Dallas, Oreg. (F. Gilchrist et al.) for a rare spring sighting of this occasional wintering species. Northern Orioles arrived on schedule. The first report was of one at Canby, s.e. of Portland, Apr. 29. One in s. Seattle May 5 (J. Dodson) and one in Saanich May 7 (KT) were respective first arrivals for Washington and British Columbia. Three unusual reports of Rosy Finches were received. Two were at the 2400' summit of Mt. Constitution, areas I., Apr. l0 (J. Horder), one was in Discovery P., Seattle, Apr. 30 (DH), and yet another individual was on Mt. Erie, 1300' on Fidalgo I., s. of Anacortes, May 30 (fide PM), all sites in Washington. They do not breed at these locations. Three, about the Silcox Hut, at 6900' on Mt. Hood, Oreg., May 27 were at a known nest site (DF). Three Cassin's Finches were discovered in the lowlands, where they are rare. One was in N. Vancouver, B.C., Apr. 21-23 (†G. Poynter) for the first documented record from that area, one was in the Columbia Gorge at Cascade Locks, Oreg., Apr. 28 (DA), and the 3rd was netted from a small flock on Vashon I., near Seattle May 7 (J. Van Os, ph. on file at Burke Mus., U.W.). Red Crossbills were nearly absent through the spring except on s. V.I., where VG termed them common. Pine Siskins were common to abundant throughout the Region. A Lesser Goldfinch was a surprise Apr. 25 at Tillamook (DI). They are rare on the coast n. of Coos County. All reports point to a superlative Evening Grosbeak year, although some observers felt low-land arrival to be rather late. 

INITIALED OBSERVERS, with sub-regional editors in boldface: -- Dave Aldcroft (DAl, David Anderson, Dave Beaudette, Thais Back, Barbara Combs, Tom Crabtree, Elzy Eltzroth, Mike Force, David Fraser (DFr), John Gatchet (JGa), George Gerdts, Jeff Gilligan (JGi), Margaret & Vic Goodwill, Steve Heinl, Glen and Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Matt Hunter, Dave Hutchinson, John Ireland, Dave Irons, Steve Jaggers, Gretchen Junker, Brian Kautesk, John Kempe, Mark Koninendyke, Jan & Rick Krabbe, Doug Kragh, Tom Love, JoAnn & Hue MacKenzie, Margaret & Rob McKenzie-Grieve, Phil Mattocks, Bob Morse, Harry Nehls, Mark Nyhof, Dennis Paulson, Michael Price, Ellen Ratoosh, Alan Richards, Mike Robbins, Dennis Rogers, Joy & Ran Satterfield, Owen Schmidt (OSc), Fred Sharpe, Dory  & Stan Smith, Richard Smith, Otis Swisher (OSw), Jeremy B. Tatum, Keith Taylor, Verta Teale, Larry Thornburgh, Terry Wahl, Ralph Widrig, Ray Williams (RWm), Tim Zurowski.


The Nesting Season, 1984

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Roger

June in the Region continued the weather trend set during the spring period, with cool, wet conditions nearly everywhere. July, on the other hand, was almost invariably very dry and hotter than normal. One exception was Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Burns, Oregon, where lower temperatures and a thunderstorm which dropped 1.22 inches of rain kept water levels very high. The deep snow pack in the mountains of southeastern Idaho was slow to melt but eventually caused some severe flooding. Some observers noted delay of nesting in June and, in northwestern Montana, lack of second broods and/or decreased numbers of young birds. High water helped some species and hindered others, as noted in the species accounts. Of special interest were actual or potential range extensions, notably of the Black-necked Stilt, Least Flycatcher and Black-throated Sparrow. Deadline for fall period reports is Dec. 10. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- B.B.S. = breeding bird survey; C.G. = campground; P.P. = Provincial Park. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS AND GREBES -- An apparent nesting attempt by Com. Loons near Preston, Ida., failed because water drawdown made their island a peninsula (CHT). A pair of the birds had three young, probably capable of flight, at Sidley L., Okanogan, Wash., in July (JK). A pair of Red-necked Grebes again nested at Henrys L., Fremont, Ida., and brought off four young (JS). Thirty adult and small young W. Grebes at Moses L., Wash., included a pair and a single bird of Clark's form (EH). 

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS -- Eighteen Am. White Pelicans were on Wells Pool of the Columbia R. near Brewster, Wash., June 21 (MH) and 22 appeared on Frenchman Hills Wasteway, Grant, Wash., July 26 (GS). The species was plentiful at American Falls and Minidoka Dam on the Snake R., Ida. (WHS). The Double-crested Cormorant colony on the N. Potholes, Moses L., is expanding rapidly, with 40-50 nesting pairs and about 40 non-breeders (RF). Their numbers were up on American Falls Res., s. Idaho, with over 450 nests counted (CHT). About 625 pairs were nesting in the Malheur-Harney Lakes Basin, Harney, Ore. All were nesting in flooded areas
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HERONS THROUGH IBISES -- Ten pairs of Great Blue Herons established a new nesting colony at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash. (RP). In Idaho a nest of the species at the mouth of the Grande Ronde R. was apparently the first for the area; it contained four nearly-grown young July 28 (AM et al.). The breeding population of Great Egrets at the N. Potholes remained stable with five pairs producing two to four young each (RF). Two pairs apparently nested at Mud L., Hamer, Ida. (CHT). Snowy Egret numbers crashed at L. Walcott, Rupert, Ida., down from 132 pairs in 1979 to only about 15. Five other colonies in s.e. Idaho were also down but less drastically (CHT). A few Cattle Egrets nested at American Falls Res., Mud L. and L. Walcott (CHT). A Green- backed Heron was sighted on the Salmon R. e. of Stanley, Ida., July 8 (MRC) and one was seen n.w. of Frenchglen, Ore., July 11 (GI). Black- crowned Night-Heron numbers at L. Walcott plunged to only about 7 nests (147 nests in 1979) but some other colonies in s. Idaho were recovering (CHT). Some 400 pairs of White-faced Ibises nested on private land n. of Malheur L. 

WATERFOWL -- A pair of Snow Geese, one with an injured wing, stayed at Spangler Res., n. of Weiser, Ida. (KBP). Mallards had the lowest nesting population in 64 years' observing in the Fortine, Mont., vicinity, with a total of only 4 broods found on 14 lakes. A brood of N. Pintails in that area was only the 9th in 64 years (WW). A Eur. Wigeon was reported at Bear L., extreme s.e. Idaho about June 5 (fide CHT). Common Goldeneye broods in the Fortine vicinity were down with only 8 counted (WW). Two broods of this species were observed in the Libby, Mont., area (D & DH) and a female with one large young was seen near Winthrop, Wash. (EH). 

HAWKS -- An Osprey at the mouth of the Grande Ronde R., Asotin, Wash., July 28 was apparently the first ever recorded there (PS, CV, MK). A pair at Salmon, Ida., was again nesting on an artificial structure provided them (HBR). Single Black-shouldered Kites were photo- graphed w. of Arco, Ida., June 28 (CW) and at Walters Ferry s. of Nampa, Ida. July 15 (BI, fide MRC, JD). A nesting pair of Bald Eagles at Banks L., Grant, Wash., was caring for two young, and a pair was nesting in Yakima, Wash., for the 2nd year (RF). A nesting attempt of the species near Loomis, Wash., failed (VM). The pair at Kootenai N W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., fledged its two eaglets (SLT). Three out of 10 nesting territories of Ferruginous Hawks in n.e. Franklin, Wash., were successful, as were 2 in the Juniper Forest near Connell, Wash. Indications were that successful nests of the species were down by two-thirds from recent years in s.c. Washington, the wet, cold spring being the possible culprit (RF). Of 42 Golden Eagle nesting attempts monitored in c. Washington, 24 were successful, producing 35 young (RF). A Merlin at Little Camas Res., Elmore, Ida., June 10 apparently made the latilong's first summer record (MRC), as did one in mid-July in the Coeur d'Alene, Ida., area (KS). A female-plumaged Merlin was chasing starlings and meadowlarks near Hot L., s. of LaGrande, Ore., June 24 (MR). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Production of Gray Partridges, Chukars and Ring-necked Pheasants in c. Washington appeared very low, presumably because of the cold, wet spring, but California Quail did well (W.D.G.). Slate Peak on the Cascade Crest at 7300 ft in n. Washington yielded an ad. male White-tailed Ptarmigan (EH). The origin of three Scaled Quail near Little Camas Res., June 10 was a mystery as the Idaho Fish and Game Dept. had no knowledge of them (MRC). 

RAILS AND CRANES -- Yellow Rails were back at their usual haunts near Ft. Klamath, Ore., where 10 were heard and seen at 2 locations June 22 (SS). Greater Sandhill Cranes had a nesting success of only 26% at Malheur N.W.R.; high predation rates were responsible (CDL). Six ad. Whooping Cranes, one a territorial male, were observed at Grays Lake N.W.R., s.e. Idaho, June 25 (KBP). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Malheur had only a single Snowy Plover for a few days in late June. High water was blamed. The only other report was of two at Summer L., Lake, Ore., July 11 (CDL). A Semipalmated Plover was at Malheur July 15 (CDL) and two appeared at Mann's L., Lewiston, Ida. July 29 (PS, MK). It was a banner year for Black-necked Stilts m the N Potholes-Frenchman Hills-Winchester Wasteway area of s c Washington with several broods of young observed and others suspected (JT, RF, JRR, PW, REW). One was sighted at Cormana L., w of Harrington, Wash., for a latilong first (JH), and at least six summered at Reardan, Wash. (WAH). One appeared near Hot L., Ore., June 24 (MR). Northeastern Douglas, Wash., had extremely high water levels which attracted Am. Avocets, noted there for the first time during nesting season. Both avocets and stilts appear to be attracted by the short vegetation produced by cattle grazing but suffer some losses from trampling. Ten pairs of Upland Sandpipers were present during the nesting season in Bear Valley e. of Seneca, Ore. Eight were still there July 25 (SH). Three were sighted at the other traditional spot, in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane, Wash., July 3 (RK, THR). Deschutes, Ore., had its first Marbled Godwit record when one was photographed at Tumalo Res., July 22 (TC). Ten Marbleds at the Walla Walla R. mouth, Wash, July 29 made an unusually high number for that locality (WAH, REW) Malheur had five Sanderlings July 22 (CDL). Two Semipalmated Sand- pipers at Miller I., July 26 supplied a 2nd record for Klamath, Ore. (SS), and one at Bend, Ore., July 8 was photographed for another 2nd county record (TC). The only Baird's Sandpipers reported were one at Tumalo Res., July 27 (TC, CM) and one at Mann's L., July 29 along with two Short-billed Dowitchers (PS, MK). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- A Bonaparte's Gull was noted at Malheur July 23 (CDL). The highlight of the season at Malheur N.W.R. was the discovery of a large Caspian Tern colony in Malheur L., about 700 adults producing several hundred young. This was the first time since 1960 that a large number have nested there; a few pairs nested on the refuge in 1983 (CDL). The birds continued to increase at 4 nesting colonies in s.e. Idaho (CHT, WHS) and the species was noted at Cascade Res., Valley, Ida., for supposedly the first record there (MRC) Common Terns were suspected of nesting near American Falls Res (CHT) and two adults were sighted at Henrys L., June 10 (MRC) A Black Tern near Orofino, Ida., July 15 was unusual (LL). 

PIGEONS AND CUCKOOS -- Band-tailed Pigeons provided 33 separate observations in the Revelstoke, B.C., area May 6-July 31 (JW). One visited feeders at Ketchurn, Ida. for weeks and was photo- graphed (fide CHT, WHS). Centerville, Ida. had a Black-billed Cuckoo July 1 (MRC). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo appeared at Rupert, Ida. July 18 and two were heard there July 28 (WHS). Another committed suicide on a picture window at Twin Falls, Ida. June 1 (JR). 

OWLS -- Fourteen Com. Barn-Owls were counted on cliffs near Asotin, Wash., on an early June evening (C & HV). Flammulated Owls were heard in about 20 locations in the S. Thompson Valley between Savona and Pritchard, B.C., mostly in response to tapes (RH, RR, JB), and three were heard in Bear Cr. Valley n.w. of Kelowna (JB). At least six were heard at Blewett Pass, Chelan, Wash. (EH, GG); one or two at Lost L., n. of Diamond L., Wash. (BW, EH), and three males 10 nu s of Twisp., Wash. (EH). Another was at Coeur d'Alene (GH). Two sightings came from s. of John Day and two nestlings rescued after their nest tree was cut n. of Burns, Ore., were being raised by Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife personnel. A N. Hawk-Owl was found in Manrang P.P., B.C. in July; the species has nested there for about 5 years (BW) Twenty-eight active nests of Burrowing Owls were located in the Eph- rata-Frenchman Hills area, Grant, Wash. All but 6 of these were believed successful, with an average brood size of eight. Three of these pairs utilized artificial burrows put out in an experimental project to expand the population and protect the birds from cattle trampling (RF) The species appeared to have good success throughout s.e. Oregon, with an average brood size of about six, but collisions with vehicles took their toll (CDL). The only Spotted Owl reported was one near Swauk Pass w.s.w. of Wenatchee, Wash. (DS). A Barred Owl was located at Dry L., Fortine, June 1 (D & DH) and a pair was found near Park Rapids, Wash., June 24 (BW). One was calling at Loup Loup C.G., between Twisp and Omak, Wash., July 13 (RHu, CD). One or two Great Gray Owls were sighted near Libby on 2 dates in June (D & DH) and an immature was hunting at Pinatan, B.C., July 15 (RH). Two nests of the species were found at new locations in e. Klamath in June (EF) and a family of two adults and three
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young was seen near Ft. Klamath in mid-July (SS). An adult and a juvenile were found near LaGrande, Ore. (TC, RVe, m.ob.) and one was sighted at Island Park, Ida. (BS). Three pairs of N. Saw-whet Owls occupied bird houses put out for Flammulated Owls in the Penticton- Naramata area, B.C. (SC). One N. Saw-whet was captured in a mist net s. of Silver L., Ore., July 12 and another was heard 20 mi s.e. of John Day, Ore., July 23 (CDL). 

POORWILL THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Com. Poorwill nest with 2 eggs was discovered at Sagehen Res., Smiths Ferry, Ida., June 30 (MRC, AL, G.E.A.S.). A Black Swift was keeping company with White-throated Swifts at 6100 ft in Spar Canyon 40 mi w. of Stanley, Ida. July 8 (MRC). McGregor L., s.w. Flathead, Mont., had a Black Swift July 27 (D & DH). A few were noted at Swauk Creek C.G., Chelan, Wash., and at Marble Creek C.G., Kootenay N.P., B.C. (BW). Some 75 of the birds fed over the lower Methow Valley, Okanogan, Wash., July 2 (GB). Several White-throated Swifts were about cliffs at Wallula Gap near Wallula, Wash., June 17 (REW). A male Anna's Hummingbird captured last winter at Boise, Ida. was released May 30 at Daggett Cr., n.e. of Boise, and remained at a feeder there to the period's end. A female of the species visited the same feeder July 12 but not with the male (MRC). Anna's were still on the increase at Bend, where the male Costa's Hummingbird that appeared in May was last seen June 27 (TC). 

WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS -- A freshly road-killed Red-headed Woodpecker was picked up near Ovando, Mont., June 12 (* to U. of Mont.) for the latilong's first record (JP, RHa, PLW). A Red- breasted Sapsucker was sighted 10 mi s. of Silver L., July 13 (CDL). A Three-toed Woodpecker in the Big Snowy Mts., s. of Lewistown, Mont., July 7 apparently established a latilong first (LM). An ad. male Black-backed Woodpecker was observed in Gearhart Wilderness, Lake, Ore., July 3 (M & AA) and a pair was videotaped at a nest near Stanley, Ida., July 1-5 (JR, SMu, m.ob.). Alder Flycatchers, usually considered uncommon in s. British Columbia, numbered 12 on a B.B.S. n. of Revelstoke June 21 (JW, RB) and one was present at Lavington, B.C., June 8-28 (MC). One of the species sang (on territory?) at Malheur June 2 (TC, JG, HN, DI, m.ob.). A total of 51 Willow Flycatchers was recorded on a 10 mi transect at Malheur, up considerably from previous years (CDL). The increase was unexpected since the willows had been damaged by herbicide spraying in 1983. Least Flycatchers were presumed to nest at Clyde Holliday S.P. near John Day, for two to three sang on territory through the period (MSE, M & AA). Two were singing on territory along the Grande Ronde R., 3 mi downstream from Red Bridge S.P., Union, Ore., June 25 (MR). Single birds were found in Hardy Canyon n.w. of Yakima (GG), and s. of Ellensburg, Wash., June 2 (DP). Two were heard and seen at Bridgeport S.P., Wash., June 30 (PM). Idaho's first Cassin's Kingbird was found at Mud L., Jefferson, June 10 (CW, CHT) and probably the same bird was seen there July 13 (MRC). 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS -- An out-of-place Scrub Jay was at Summer L., June 6 (MSE). Two were at Poison Cr., e. side of Abert L., Lake, Ore., July 2, and the species was fairly common in juniper country w. of that lake (M & AA). The only Boreal Chickadees reported were five or more at Tiffany Mt., 20 mi w. of Tonasket, Wash. (EH. GG), and near Harts Pass on the Cascade Crest, n. Wash. (SHi, PSt). The only Bushtits reported were 15 near Fields, Ore., July 17 (CDL). A few Pygmy Nuthatches were noted at the w. limit of their range in Washington, at Boise-Cascade C.G. n.w. of Yakima and at Leader L. near Okanogan (EH). A Canyon Wren was reported near Noxon, Mont., June 16 (D & DH). Bewick's Wrens were still increasing in numbers in the Walla Walla, Wash., area (SM). House Wrens were utilizing many of the nest boxes put up for bluebirds in the Walla Walla and Coeur d' Alene vicinities. 

GNATCATCHERS THROUGH WAXWINGS -- A pair of Blue- gray Gnatcatchers attempted to nest near Frenchglen, Ore., apparently without success (OLS). The species was again found on Stukel Mt., Klamath, Ore. (SS). Bluebird nest box projects in the Coeur d'Alene and Walla Walla areas had moderate success in attracting both Western and Mountain bluebirds. The latter species had good success at Libby and Eureka, Mont., and Clarkston, Wash., thanks to nest boxes. 
[image: ]
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher near site of attempted nesting n. of Frenchglen, Ore., May 26, 1984. Photo/Owen Schmidt. 

A N. Mockingbird appeared near Cascade, Ida., July 5 (MRC). In Oregon, single mockingbirds were sighted at Hart Mountain Nat'l Antelope Ref., Lake (MSE), at Malheur (DM, BR, RV), and at Ft. Rock (DD). One paid a few days' visit to Twin Falls, Ida., in early June (JR). Two Bohemian Waxwings near Hopkins L., Pasayten Wilderness, n.c. Wash., July 25 acted as if on territory; one bird apparently was carrying an insect (THR). 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A singing Red-eyed Vireo near North Fork, Ida., supplied that area's 2nd record (HBR). The Orange-crowned Warbler, normally only a rare migrant in the Helena area, was observed at nearby Grizzly Gulch, a singing male June 16 (LT, PH). A N. Parula was identified at Malheur June 3 (CC, TC, JG, m.ob.). Two male and three juv. Magnolia Warblers were sighted in Wells-Gray P.P., July 28 and a male and a juvenile were seen in Mt. Robson P.P., B.C., July 30 (BW). A Townsend's Warbler in the Big Snowy Mts., July 15, made a latilong first (LM). The Am. Redstart was found on the Centerville and Cascade, Ida. B.B.S. counts (MRC) and one sighted June 11 near Ardenvoir, Wash., was the first for that location (HO). A singing male at Cracker Cr., n. of Sumpter, Ore. June 23 was notable (MR). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH ORIOLES -- Malheur had an ad. male Rose-breasted Grosbeak June 3; the species now is usually seen every year there (CDL). A pair of Lazuli Buntings at Hines, Ore., throughout the period was suspected of breeding (M & AA). At least three pairs of Green-tailed Towhees bred in the vicinity of Calamity Butte e. of Trout Cr., Ore. (M & AA). 

S.A.
Black-throated Sparrows showed up far n. of their normal range. One appeared near Monse, Wash., June 30 (PM) & July 7 (BM), and up to three were seen and photographed 3 min. of Omak, Wash., June 30-Jnly 28 (PM, BM AR, RHu, DL, GG. WAH). Single birds were reported at Kootenai N.W.R. for n. Idaho's 2nd record (SLT) and Kimberley, B.C., had one June 12 (MVW). Somewhat less surprising were one singing on Stukel Mt., June 23 for Klamath's 3rd record (SS) and a sighting at Discovery P., n.w. of Boise, a new locality for the species (MRC).


Grasshopper Sparrows were fairly common in Ada and e. Washington, Ida., in sagebrush and cheat grass areas opened by fires in recent years (MRC, ECC, A & HL, J & VM). One was heard s.w. of French- glen June 30 (WR. GI). The Bull R. s. of Troy, Mont., yielded an ad. White-crowned Sparrow July 15, suggesting breeding in that area (D & DH), and another with much fat (migrating?) was netted near Troy in early July (KB). Four male Bobolinks near Heron, Mont., in early June were very unusual (D & DH). This species was noted at several places around Pocatello, Ida., and was apparently nesting near the Springfield bottoms along
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American Falls Res., (CHT). The City of Rocks s.e. of Oakley, Ida., also had Bobolinks (WHS) and Grandview, Ida., had one June 28 (TCo). Four were seen near Enterprise, Ore., June 2 (CV, WH, LL, PSe). A Bobolink count inaugurated at Malheur this year counted 206 males. A Com. Grackle, extremely uncommon in s. British Columbia, was identified at Revelstoke May 27 (JW). A sighting of the species was obtained at Ashton, Ida. June 13, and two reportedly were near Oxford, Ida., in early July (CHT). A fledgling Brown-headed Cowbird was being fed by Golden-crowned Kinglets at Coeur d'Alene, Ida. June 12 (GH). A Scott's Oriole was sighted near Holbrook, Ida., June 12 (CW). 

FINCHES -- Both Gray-crowned and Black races of Rosy Finch were sighted in White Cloud Peaks s.e. of Stanley, Ida. (MRC). Pine Grosbeaks were sighted in Pasayten Wilderness in late July (THR) and a singing male was found in the McCuddin Cr. area, n.c. Wallowa, Ore. (MR). Purple Finches were reported in s.w. Idaho on Cascade and Centerville B.B.S. s, at Sagehen Res. (MRC), and at Ketchurn (WHS). A singing male was observed near Canyon Cr. Summit s. of John Day (MR). Up to eight White-winged Crossbills were sighted in the Big Snowy Mts. in July (LM) and a vagrant ad. male was photographed at a Walla Walla feeder June 29 (C & SM). The phenomenal numbers of Pine Siskins that wintered in the Columbia Forest around Revelstoke,
[image: ]
Male White-winged Crossbill at Walla Walla, Wash., June 29, 1984. Photo/Corey Muse. 

B.C., began to disperse in early June but highway casualties were tremendous; over 200 were killed by a truck driving through a single flock. A road-killed bird in Mt. Revelstoke N.P. had been banded at Whiting, N.J., Feb. 12, 1982 (JW). 

ADDENDA -- A Cattle Egret that appeared at Edelwaner, B.C., May 9 was the first for the E. Kootenay District (IJ, HBa) and a Black-crowned Night-Heron at Revelstoke Apr. 28 was noteworthy (DC). 
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The Nesting Season, 1984

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Bill Harrington-Tweit and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.

June weather in the Northwest was a continuation of that of April and May, and many localities experienced nearly record-breaking amounts of rain. Thereafter most areas had no precipitation at all during July. Several observers commented that passerine nesting was delayed, but that July should have provided excellent foraging conditions. The ocean circulation pattern off our coast had returned to more normal conditions before this summer. However, several species of alcids and cormorants that nested on the outer coast appeared to have had poor breeding seasons and possibly even reduced populations. Sea- birds that nested inside the coastal estuaries, or inside Puget Sound and the various Straits, appeared to have had average or better breeding seasons. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- S.J.C.R. = South Jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg. V.I. = Vancouver Island, B.C. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS -- Both Arctic and Com. Loons were reported migrating N. along the Washington and Oregon coasts throughout June (G & WH, HN). A similar large June migration of loons was also reported in 1978 and 1982, but does not appear to be an annual occurrence. Two Com. Loons in breeding plumage with a 3rd in winter plumage on L. Quinault, Wash., July 5 (SS) could have bred there. This species has not been recorded breeding in w. Washington for many years. A pair of Red-necked Grebes with two young on Upper Klamath L. July 8 (MM), were at the only known breeding locale of this species in Oregon. There were pelagic trips in the Region on a record 6 dates this July, one off Ucluelet, V.I. (MS) and 5 off Grays Harbor, Wash. (DP, BHT, EH, DW). High counts were 268 Black-footed Albatrosses July 14 (DP), 700 N. Fulmars July 24 (MS), 126 Pink-footed Shearwaters July 26 (BHT), two Flesh-footed Shearwaters July 24 (MS), 10,000 Sooty Shearwaters July 10 (EH), 2000 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels July 24 (MS) and nine Leach's Storm-Petrels July 14 (DP). Short-tailed Shearwaters, which are rarely observed alive in summer in our Region, were reported with Sooties at the Columbia R. mouth June 10, and one was found dead on the beach there that day (RW). A probable Wilson's Storm-Petrel seen July 23 approximately 48 km w.n.w. of Grays Harbor (†BHT, †R. Naveen) was the first reported for Washington and only the 2nd for the Region. A few Brown Pelicans returned N early. The 4+ sightings in Washington during the summer were fewer than in 1983, but more than in any preceding year. Along the Oregon coast they were noted in the usual numbers (HN). Cormorants apparently had a poor breeding season on the Washington outer coast. Double-cresteds were in low numbers and Brandt's did not attempt to nest (UW, fide EC). However, the Double- crested colony inside Grays Harbor, which was formed in 1979 and now has 610 nests, produced good numbers of young (EC). Inside the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Double-crested numbers were up at Protection I., Wash., and a new colony of 11 pairs was formed on nearby Smith I., Wash. (ST). See The Murrelet 65:1-9, 1984, for surveys of increasing numbers of Double-cresteds in the Straits of Georgia, B.C. 

EGRETS THROUGH FALCONS -- Two Snowy Egrets June 9 at Bowerman Basin on Grays Harbor (B. Morse), with one at nearby Ocean Shores July 29+ (†DW et al., ph.), followed the early May (not April) sighting there, providing the first records for w. Washington. The Coos Bay, Oreg., Snowy Egrets returned in mid-July as usual (AM). A subad. Cattle Egret at Forest Grove, Oreg., June 27 (VT et al., fide HN) established the first summer record for the Region. A female N. Shoveler had a brood of six July 5 at C. Saanich, V.I., where they are uncommon breeders (JT, fide VG). Three July surveys of favored Harlequin Duck summering areas found surprisingly large numbers of post-breeders: 250 at Smith I., July 12 (SS), 110 among the islets off Oak Bay, V.I., July 2 (TZ, fide VG), and 110 at Protection I., July 9 (EH). An additional 70 were noted in other areas. These numbers may actually be normal, but we have few previous counts in these areas for comparison. Two Osprey nests that toppled recently (one with three young in it) were being rebuilt this summer, but neither produced young (VG, EC). A pair of Ospreys seemed to be prospecting a nest site on a piling in Cowichan Bay, V.I. (VG), an odd choice of nest site in an area that would seem to have more than enough snags available. An ad. Black- shouldered Kite at Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., July 23-24 was unusual (ST). There were no reports of kites from Oregon, so breeding success there is unknown. Two nests of N. Harriers were found at Nisqually N.W.R., increasing the small number of documented nests in w. Washington (ST). There were 15 harriers sighted elsewhere in Washington this summer, and four more on s. V.I. All 8 Sharp-shinned Hawk sightings were from s. V.I. Six successful Cooper's Hawk nests were reported, 5 from s. V.I. (VG), and one from Mattry I., near Seattle, Wash. (PM et al.). A 6th nest on V.I. was vandalized and a 7th was abandoned (VG). There were 18 additional sightings, virtually all from s. British Columbia. A N. Goshawk nest was found in e. Douglas, Oreg., July 11 (DF). Summer sightings of Golden Eagles away from s. V.I. and s. Oregon are unusual. One was in Pacific, Wash., July 8 (A. Richards, A. Musche), and another was in the Washington Cascades near Glacier Peak July 22 (J. Wolf). An Am. Kestrel at Sea I., Vancouver, July 21 (MP) was the only sighting in that area for a now-very-rare breeder there. There was one report each of Merlin (FS, ML) and Prairie Falcon (MM), and 2 of Peregrine Falcon (DK, EC). 

CRANES THROUGH SANDPIPERS -- A breeding pair of Sandhill Cranes with one flightless young was seen July 15 on Athlone I., w. of Bella Bella, B.C. (†J. Souther, fide DK). This may have furnished only the 2nd breeding record for the n. British Columbia mainland coast (see Am. Birds spring 1984), although the species nests regularly on the nearby Queen Charlotte Is. No reports were received from the Pitt Meadows, B.C., breeding area. To the unusual number of spring reports of Lesser Golden-Plovers can be added one more, of two on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., May 31 (RW), as well as 2 June reports, one June 12 at Iona I., Vancouver (J & HM) and an adult June 16 at Ocean Shores (G & WH), and 3 July reports, of two P. d. fulva July 11 at Ocean Shores (EH), one July 12 at Delta, B.C. (BK) and six (including one or more fulva) July 30 at Ocean Shores (PM). The last good spring flight, in 1979, was also correlated with more June and July reports than usual. Three pairs of Snowy Plovers bred at Ocean Shores (EC, EH), but only 2 were successful. This is more than are usually found at this northernmost breeding locale. On July 24 a color-banded ad. Snowy, of as yet unknown origin, was observed at Ocean Shores (PM). A pair of Semipalmated Plovers on a nest with 4 

1054 American Birds, November-December 1984

eggs was seen May 18 & 30 (EC) at Ocean Shores, but the outcome of the nest was unknown This furnished only the 2nd nesting record for Washington. The first flocks of the rock shorebirds, Wandering Tattlers, Ruddy and Black turnstones, and Surf birds, arrived right on schedule through- out the Region July 11-16. Whimbrel numbers, and numbers of sightings, were not particularly impressive. The 100 at Ocean Shores July 11 & 15 was the high count (EH, PM et al.). Likewise, two other common migrants, W. Sandpiper and Short-billed Dowitcher, seemed to be in short supply along the coast. Tillamook Bay, Oreg., hosted 1500-2000 Westerns during July; 3000-5000 are normal numbers there at this time (JG, HN). The high count of Short-billeds was 100 at Ocean Shores July 11 (EH). This was lower than the high count of the usually far scarcer Long-billed, which was 220 at Sauvie I., Oreg. July 24 (HN). Sanderlings were little reported, but several flocks of 500 were noted at Ocean Shores July 11 (EH) and Clatsop Beach, Oreg. July 25 (HN). Least Sandpipers were reported in normal numbers from areas regularly surveyed, such as the n. Oregon coast (JG, HN), Victoria (VG) and Vancouver (DK). Thirty-three sightings of Semipalmated Sandpiper, 11 of Baird's and 4 of Pectoral were expected numbers of these scarce fall migrants from the areas reporting this summer. A Curlew Sandpiper in breeding plumage July 29 at the mouth of the Dungeness R., Wash. (†M Moon) provided the 3rd record for w. Washington. An imm. Buff- breasted Sandpiper at Ocean Shores July 30 (†PM) was the earliest ever reported in the Region. The femaleRuff at Tillamook, Oreg., June 2 (†VT) furnished the only report of this species. 

LARIDAE AND ALCIDAE -- The 42 Pomarine Jaegers off Grays Harbor July 26 (BHT) established the high count, and there were 2 other trip counts of 20+. These are very high totals at any time of year. At least two different South Polar Skuas were reported off Grays Harbor July 10-26 (EH, BHT, DP, DW). Bonaparte's Gulls were noted in small numbers along the Oregon coast (HN) and were not reported from the Washington coast. However, several hundred were around Victoria (VG), and up to 600 were at Vancouver, B.C. (MP), normal numbers for there. Heermann's Gulls came N on schedule, and apparently in the usual numbers (HN). The Grays Harbor colony of Ring-billed Gulls, the only one in our Region, has increased to about i00 pairs (EC). California Gulls came W on schedule, and also in the usual numbers (HN, BHT). A first-year Thayer's Gull was seen July 22 at Iona I. (†S. Bailey) for the first documented summer record for the Vancouver, B.C., area. The presence of Black-legged Kittiwakes in the Region varies greatly from year to year, with 5 'banner' years since 1972. This was the first summer since then that none was reported. The Caspian Tern colony in Grays Harbor numbered 2775 nests (EC) and another 1100+ pairs nested on Sand I. in the Columbia R. estuary (K Richter, fide EC). However, the large Caspian nesting area in Willapa Bay, Wash., was unused this year (UW, fide EC). At least three ad. Arctic Terns were at their Jetty I., Wash., breeding outpost in June (EH, G. Gerdts), but the nest which held two young and one egg June 12 had been destroyed by June 18 (PM). Two Arctic Terns were seen at sea off Grays Harbor July 23 (PM, BHT et al.). Common Terns were almost unreported until late July, when small groups of 12 appeared at Victoria (VG) and Drayton Harbor, Wash. (BK). HN noted that the number of Com. Murre chicks fledged from the Oregon colonies was way below that of recent years, but was a lot more than the complete lack of production seen in 1983. Murre chicks began to appear in fair numbers off Grays Harbor in late July (BHT, SS), although production from the Washington colonies was apparently as low as the 1983 levels (UW, fide EC). Cassin's Auklets were almost absent at sea off Grays Harbor in July (BHT, DP, EH), an area where they normally are common. The number of Cassin's breeding on Alexander I., Wash., one of their major colonies in the state, was way down (UW, fide EC). Tufted Puffins also showed signs of decreased production on the Oregon-Washington coast (HN, G & WH) with few adults attending nest sites. Inland from the outer coast, puffins seemed to have done better, and a Tufted Puffin burrow found on Colville I., Wash., established the 2nd nesting location for the San Juan Is. (ST). Ancient Murrelets appeared in inexplicable numbers in the Region in mid-July. Five were at sea off Grays Harbor July 14 (DP), at least three were off Victoria July 15-30 (R. Satterfield et al.), four were at the S.J.C.R., July 15 (B. Toelle, fide HN), and one was at Long Beach, Pacific Rim N.P., V.I., July 20-21 (S. Fried, fide VG). 

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- An adult and two freshly fledged Barred Owls June 11 at Saanich (H Ford, TZ, fide VG) represented one of very few nesting records of the species on V.I. There were 2 additional sightings in the Victoria area (MS, K. Gage, fide VG), and 2 reports e. of Vancouver (RC). The pair in Discovery Park, Seattle, fledged two young for the 3rd year in a row (DB, D. Hutchinson). There were 2 reports of Spotted Owls from s. Oregon (MM) and one from n Washington (RC, DK et al.). A Long-eared Owl nest was found near Estacada, Oreg. in June (B. McCullough, fide HN) and an individual was seen in Seattle June 30 (DB). There are very few summer records of Long-eareds in our Region, far fewer of nests. An ad. N. Saw-whet Owl with three young July 15 near Sheridan in the n. Coast Range of Oregon (R. Fergus, fide HN) must have provided one of the very few actual breeding records for those mountains. The only area in the lowlands that reported numerous sightings of Com. Nighthawks was the Victoria area (VG). The species continued to decline in the Vancouver area (DK). HN noted that nighthawks were scarce in Oregon, and GW noted they were less common than in 1983 on the prairies s. of Tacoma, Wash. Many Victoria observers commented on the scarcity of Rufous Hummingbirds this summer (VG), but there were no comments on the species from elsewhere. Six+ male Calliope Hummingbirds were displaying June 11 on Thorn Prairie, 15 mi w. of the Cascade Crest in e. Douglas, Oreg. (DF). Lewis' Woodpeckers were noted in very low numbers in the Ashland-Medford area (MM), and were unreported elsewhere. A male Red-breasted Sapsucker and a female Yellow-bellied (S. v. nuchalis) pair were feeding young at Lightning L., Manning P.P., B.C., July 20 (C. Neilson, J Dunn). An apparent hybrid (ruber x nuchalis) was reported July 7 at Garibaldi P.P., B.C. (RC). The nest location where a Red-breasted and Yellow-bellied pair fledged young on s. V.I. last year was inactive this year (VG). A Williamson's Sapsucker on the s. side of Mt. St. Helens, Wash., June 23 (PMu) was west of their usual range on the e. slope and crest of the Cascades. Another near Pemberton, B.C. (MP) was n.w. of their range in British Columbia. Hairy Woodpeckers were well reported from s. V.I. (VG) and Douglas and Jackson, s. Oreg. (DF, MM), but virtually no other comments about them were received. The 5th and 6th Vancouver area records of Three-toed Woodpeckers were provided by birds on Mt. Seymour July 20 and on Hollyburn Mt., July 21 (†D. Roberson). The Black-backed Woodpecker pair that DA watches on a mudflow area on the s. side of Mt. St. Helens nested there for the 3rd consecutive year after the eruption. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS -- Both Olive-sided Flycatchers and W. Wood-Pewees were noted in very good numbers in the Rogue R. valley (MM). In view of the decline of Willow Flycatchers to the s. of this Region, we note that several observers found the species present here in good numbers (EH, ST, PM, DF). A singing Alder Flycatcher was tape-recorded June 17 at Squamish, B.C. (†MF, MD) This was the first record for the Region so documented, and the tape and a spectrogram are on file. A singing Alder Flycatcher was well de- scribed from the Vancouver area in 1981 (†MD), but no recording was obtained. Single Least Flycatchers appeared near Glide, Oreg., June 26 (†K. Knittle) for the first summer report in w. Oregon, and at Vancouver, B.C., June 5-6 (†J & HM) for the 3rd Vancouver area record. Two or three Dusky Flycatchers were noted on the Mt. Bolivar trail, Coos, Oreg., in mid-July (AM), where they were also noted last year. If breeding were confirmed, this would be the first known nesting locale in the Coast Range. Farther e., Duskies were found regularly on clearcuts in e. Lane (SH, DR) and e. Douglas (DF). A family group of Black Phoebes was seen June 30 at Oregon's northernmost nesting location, the Hwy 101 bridge at Euchre Cr., Curry (VT, fide HN) Horned Larks breeding in the Puget Sound lowlands (E. a. strigata) have become very scarce in recent years. Thus the discovery of six+ singing males on a Ft. Lewis prairie, near Roy, Wash. (GW), and a single bird at Sea-Tac Airport, s. of Seattle (T. Benedict), was noteworthy. The population of 35-40 pairs of Purple Martins in the Olympia-Shelton, Wash., area, was believed to be stable (J. Davis). There were still only 2 known nesting pairs in the s. V.I. area (VG). Tree and Cliff swallows seemed to disappear early (HN, GW). GW noted that Barn Swallows in the Roy area had more frequent 2nd nestings than other swallows. Scrub Jays may be expanding their range N along the Oregon coast
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They were noted several times this summer at Newport (D Irons, D Faxon) and two were seen at Tillamook July 7 (PMu) Scrub Jays are regular n. only to Coos. Rock Wrens have for several years been show- lug signs of a breeding range expansion from their usual haunts on the e. slope of the Cascades. This summer, in addition to several in clearcuts in e Lane and Douglas, Oreg., (SH, DR, DF), one was singing July 7 on San Juan I., Wash. (FS, ML), and another was seen on the s.e. slope of Mt St. Helens on a mudflow and pyroclastic blast rubble area (DA). 

KINGLETS THROUGH STARLING -- In late July, two different Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen feeding juv. Brown-headed Cowbirds in the Victoria area (M. Nyhof, JT). JT noted that a disproportionate number of published reports of cowbird parasitism of kinglets come from s. V.I., with the implication that the use of such a small host species could be regular there. Western Bluebird nesting success was below that of 1983, but still fairly respectable. The Rogue valley nest box trail fledged fewer than one-half the number of young produced in 1982 or 1983, mostly due to raccoon predation and increased competition from swallows (M. Paczolt). GW noted that 40 pairs on Ft. Lewis, Wash., produced 120+ fledglings, despite nesting beginning 2-3 weeks later than in 1983, and a higher incidence of nest failure and a lower number of 2nd broods. Two bluebird families were seen on s. V.I., where a tiny population manages to hang on year after year. The Townsend's Solitaire breeding population in the Oregon Coast Range has increased rapidly since its discovery in the late 1970s. This summer they were noted regularly n. to the Clatsop line (HN). There were 4 reports of Gray Catbirds from the Vancouver, B.C., area, the only part of the Region where they breed regularly (fide DK). The male N. Mockingbird in Medford, Oreg., single since it was first seen in 1981, finally met a female, and the pair commenced nesting (MM). The untimely demise of one of the pair ruined the best attempt yet at the first nesting record for Oregon. Another N. Mockingbird was seen in Seattle June 20-22 (PM, B. Meilleur) & July 14 (DB). About 200 Eur. Starlings were apparently roosting in burrows in beach cliffs at one location on s. V I. (R. Williams, fide VG). Their presence was "making it very tough" for the local Belted Kingfishers and N. Rough-winged Swallows. 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- EP saw an increase of Warbling Vireos in her area of s. Oregon, and, unfortunately, an increase in cowbird parasitism on them. After a noteworthy spring passage of Orange-crowned Warblers, there were no indications of an increase in the numbers breeding, at least in areas with Am. Birds contributors. It seems reasonable to speculate that the abundant spring flocks were headed for Alaska and the n., under-reported, one-half of our Region. The good numbers of spring migrant Nashville Warblers noted correlated with the reports of thriving populations in the Ashland-Medford area (MM), and of more than usual in the isolated Skagit Valley, Wash., population (TW). The impressive numbers of Black-throated Gray Warblers noted this spring should have given rise to reports of good breeding populations, but such was not the case. Two N. Waterthrushes June 23 at McDiarmid Meadows, Manning P P. (RC), and a few present again at Salt Cr. Falls, e. Lane, Oreg. (SH, DR), were w. of the normal breeding range of the species in our area. Yellow-breasted Chats were discovered at a 2nd location along the S. Fork of the Coquille R., Coos (AM), their only known breeding locale on the w. side of the Coast Range. Extralimital individuals were singing in Olympia June 8-July 18 (BHT), and n.e. of Portland June 8 into July (MH). Three male Hermit Warblers were heard and seen June 10 on the Simpson Olympic Timber Farm n.e. of McCleary, Wash. (PM). This location is midway between the disjunct (as presently known) breeding areas in w. Wash. (Chappell and Ringer, The Murrelet 65:185-196, 1984). The only documented vagrant reports were of a male and a female Northern Parula July 9-11 at Charleston, Coos (†AM), for the 4th and 5th summer reports for the Region, a male Blackpoll Warbler in breeding plumage June 3 at Cape Meares, Oreg., (†R. Smith), and a Black-and-white Warbler near Skykomish, Wash., June 5, 1983 (†D. & L. McLeod). 

CARDINALINES THROUGH CARDUELINES -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, still a rare bird in our Region, was at Oregon City, Oreg., June 14 (E. Cameron, fide HN). Lazuli Buntings were plentiful in the Ashland-Medford area (MM), and better than normal numbers were noted in both the Skagit R Valley, Wash (TW), and the Fraser R valley of s.w. British Columbia (DK). A male Indigo Bunting on San Juan I., July 17 (†T. Heatley et al.) provided the 5th record for Washington Three reports of Black-throated Sparrows were added to the 15 seen this spring. One was at Surrey, B.C., June 10 (†W. Weber et al., †MF, ph.), one was on the Alaskan N.W.A., Reifel I., B.C., June 13 (†E Lofroth et al. ), and two were on Swift Dam, Skamania, Wash., June 23 (†DA, PMu). None of these birds could be found thereafter. Three-plus pairs of White-crowned Sparrows feeding fledglings July 7 & 15 at about 5000' on King Mt., e. of Wolf Cr., Oreg., were thought to be Z. l. oriantha (EP, tape-recorded). This would be the westernmost breeding location for this montane form. As there are almost no summer records for Lapland Longspurs in the Region, a male July 1 & 8 at Tillamook (JG et al.) was a surprise. The colony of Tricolored Blackbirds in Portland, Oreg., discovered in 1983, was active again this year (MH, fide HN). The first observation of a Rosy Finch on Mt. St. Helens since the 1980 eruption was a bird at 4800' (DA). Red Crossbills were conspicuous throughout the Region and throughout the period, but there were almost no reports of breeding Pine Siskins were reported in unusually high numbers in w. Washington (EH, GW, G & WH), and in e. Douglas, Oreg. (DF), and seemed to be in normal numbers on s. V.I. (VG). Evening Grosbeaks were wide- spread in the lowlands throughout the period (HN, G & WH, VG, MD, D. Smith), although less commented on than crossbills. The species may have bred in Oregon and on V.I. 
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