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Autumn Migration, 1981

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers  
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Fall weather over the Region was in general warmer and drier than normal. What little snow fell in a few higher and more northerly valleys did not persist. As a result a large number of birds lingered much later than usual, particularly waterfowl, which took advantage of lakes and ponds that remained unfrozen until nearly the end of November. 

LOONS AND GREBES -- Two Arctic Loons on L. Lenore, Grant Co., Wash., Nov. 29 were 3 weeks later than usual (JA). Single birds were seen in the Nampa, Ida. area Nov. 8-17 (A & HL). Broods of Red-necked Grebes were on Conconully L., Okanogan Co., Wash., Aug. 3 and on Swan L., s.w. of Republic, Wash., Aug. 4. Western Grebes moved through Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. Sept. 15+, 4-5 weeks earlier than usual, and peaked at 40, compared to ten last year. 

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS -- The largest number of White Pelicans sighted in the Potholes Res., s. of Moses L., Wash. was 85, down from last year's 250. Hundreds were on Am. Falls Res., w. of Pocatello, Ida. Aug. 27. Nesting pairs of Double-crested Cormorants continued to increase at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., with 235 pairs at Malheur L. Last year's count there was 180 and 1978's, only 20. One bird was around Libby Dam on the Kootenai R., Lincoln Co., Mont., Oct. 11+ (CW); one was on the river near Kootenai N.W.R., Aug. 12, and one was seen on the refuge Oct. 24 (LDN). An imm. Double-crested appeared on the Green Lakes, Three Sisters Wilderness, Ore., at 6500 ft. elev., July 25 (JGO). 

HERONS THROUGH IBISES -- Great Blue Herons have established a colony of 11 nests at the e. end of Moyle L., s. of Cranbrook, B.C. and a heronry with 5 nests was found at Downs L., 8 mi e. of Sprague, Wash. (DTa). A Green Heron was along the Snake R., near the upper end of Am. Falls Res., Aug. 15 (CHT). Unprecedented numbers of Cattle Egrets appeared in s. British Columbia: one at Vernon Nov. 1-21; two at Nakusp Nov. 8-25 (GD); three at Grindrod Nov. 21 (MM); 15 at Revelstoke Nov. 15-24 (JW), and one at Balfour, Nov. 27 (MM). One was sighted at Kootenai N.W.R., Nov. 19 (LDN) and five were photographed near Lewiston, Ida. Nov. 18 (fide MK). Great Egret nesting pairs continued their decline at Malheur N.W.R., with only 170 cf. to 400 in 1978. However 450+ of the birds were feeding at Malheur L., Sept. 1. Snowy Egret numbers there were about average. Black-crowned Night Heron numbers there continued to drop from a high of 730 pairs in 1979 to 270 this year. Osoyoos, B.C., had three birds Sept. 9-12 (JK). An ad. and two imm. Least Bitterns were found in the Malheur nesting colony for the first sighting since 1977 (ST). White-faced Ibis continued its phenomenal success there with 650 pairs, up from 190 in 1978. 
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WATERFOWL -- Whistling Swan numbers on the Pend Oreille R., in n. Idaho were 214 Nov. 11, 2-3 times normal (I.F.G.). Trumpeter Swans were in for the Centennial Valley. Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., averaged 330. Fledged cygnets on and off the refuge there numbered 50. Two Trumpeters were on the Clark Fork R., near Noxon, Mont., Nov. 16 (CW). At Malheur N.W.R., nine cygnets fledged but only two survived to Oct. 6, when the total Trumpeter count was 62. Henrys L., to the e. in Idaho had eight Nov. 14 and Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., had a peak of 15 on Oct. 26. Canada Geese peaks at November's end were 3330 at Turnbull and 9430 at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida. both somewhat above normal. The Canada Geese peak at Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert. Ida. was 3800, highest in 10 years. In n. Idaho their numbers were decidedly up, with a peak of 500+ Nov. 13 on the Pend Oreille, Lower Coeur d'Alene and Lower St. Jo R.s; a peak of 3900 at Kootenai N.W.R., in late September was 105% over last year's. At least 13 Cackling Geese were on Park L., Grant Co., Wash., Oct. 25 (JA). The only White-fronted Geese reported were: up to ten at Stratford, Wash. (JA, BW); up to eight at Bend, Ore. (TC), and only one at Richland (REW). A massive movement of many hundreds of Snow Geese passed over Bozeman, Mont., the night of Nov. 4 and a flock passed over Bend the night of Oct. 8. A single blue-phase bird was seen at Richland for the fourteenth consecutive year (REW). A Ross' Goose was shot by a hunter at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. (fide CP). Deer Flat's Mallard peak of 375,000 was well above the ten year average. Duck numbers on the Pend Oreille, Lower Coeur d'Alene and St. Jo R.s were for most species will above normal; most impressive were the nearly 43,000 Mallards Oct. 16, >38,000 Am. Wigeons on the same date, and 21,500 Redheads, Canvasbacks numbered 500 there, the highest ever, but Lesser Scaup and Com. Goldeneye counts were very low. Minidoka N.W.R. had a peak of 13,100 Mallards (low) and Turnbull 12,000 (above average). Kootenai N.W.R., and Creston W.M.A., to the n. in Canada reported low duck numbers, the birds apparently overflying those areas. Duckling production at Malheur N.W.R. was down to 30,000, the lowest in 4 years; last year's was 50,000. Of the 5 major nesting species there, Redhead and Ruddy Ducks had the greatest percentage decline. Canvasback total numbers there dropped to 2070 from last year's 15,375, supposedly because of high water levels and an excessive carp population. The count of 1900 Canvasback at Minidoka was decidedly low. Among the rarities a Wood Duck bagged by a hunter near Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., was very unusual there (RRS). Single male Oldsquaw appeared at Obed L., 30 km e. of Hinton, Alta., Oct. 31 (BWy); on Browns L., s. of Ovando, Mont. (SF), and on the W. Richland, Wash. sewage pond in late October (TG, REW). One bird was sighted at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nov. 17 (A & HL). White-winged Scoters were becoming a bit more common at Kootenai N.W.R., with three Oct. 7 and two Nov. 13 & 21 (LDN). On the Snake R. near Homedale, Ida., a hunter shot one in November (fide ECB). A few were on L. Lenore, Grant Co., Wash., Oct. 25-Nov. 29, 12 on the latter date (JA, BW, RF); one was on the Columbia R., at Bridgeport Nov. 4 (VM) and another on Patterson L., near Winthrop, Wash., Nov. 11 (GB). The Link R., Klamath Falls, Ore., had one Nov. 14-22 (SS). Surf Scoter records were up. One at Malheur N.W.R., Oct. 15 was the first there since 1943. (MA, CDL) and one was sighed on L. Helena in Montana Nov. 14 (GH et al.). In Washington, Bridgeport had one Nov. 4 (VM); L. Lenore one Oct. 25, and the Spokane R., in downtown Spokane, one Oct. 7 (JA). Four Red-breasted Mergansers stayed on the s. end of Upper Klamath L., Klamath Falls Nov. 14+ (SS). A male and possibly three female Hooded Mergansers were on the Grand View sewage pond and five males on ponds near Bruneau, Ida. Nov. 29 (DT). 

VULTURES AND HAWKS -- An unusual concentration of Turkey Vultures, 40 in one tree, was sighted at Fish L., near L. Wenatchee, Chelan Co., Wash., Sept. 16 (Y.A.S.). A White-tailed Kite perched on a fence post in Klamath Marsh n. of Klamath Falls Oct. 24 (JGO). Red-tailed Hawks, mostly immatures, numbered 135 in the Henrys L., Ida. vicinity Aug. 29; they gather there to feed on late-to-hibernate ground squirrels. In the area also were 21 Ferruginous Hawks. A Red-shouldered Hawk near Klamath Falls Nov. 13+ furnished the first county record and only the second or third for e. Oregon (SS). The Bald Eagle conclave on Lower McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., Mont., reached an all-time high of 639 in mid- November. Banks L., Grant Co., Wash., had 75 of the big birds Nov. 24. Idaho had a Gyrfalcon report and two Peregrine Falcon sightings were reported in e. Washington, three in Idaho and one in Alberta. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Numbers of Blue, Spruce, Ruffed and Sharp-tailed grouse were definitely down in Lincoln County, Mont. (CW). Drought and extensive range fires in s. Idaho during the summer forced Sage Grouse into farming areas and even within Twin Falls city limits (WHS, JR). Five Turkeys were sighted e. of Tupper Guard Station 20 mi w. of Ukiah, Ore., Nov. 26 (C & MC) and eight near Creston, B.C., had spread from a n. Idaho introduction (JG). 

CRANES AND COOTS -- Greater Sandhill Cranes at Malheur N.W.R., peaked at nearly 2200 Oct. 11, about the same as last year but down from 1979's 3400. Immature birds comprised only 4.4%, indicating continuing production failures: only 23 reached flight stage on the refuge this year. Six Sandhills stopped on an island in the Kootenai R., upstream from Libby, Mont., Oct. l0 and the one imm. bird hatched in Pleasant Valley, 50 mi s.e. of Libby, fledged and flew off (CW). American Coot reached an astounding 13,000, perhaps the highest ever, at Turnbull N.W.R., Oct. 8. The n. Idaho count over Pend Oreille, Lower Coeur d'Alene and St. Jo R.s, Oct. 16 was 47,000+, nearly twice the previous high count (I.F.G.) 

SHOREBIRDS -- Worthy of note were 1-2 Semipalmated Plovers at Deer Flat N.W.R., Sept. 5-7 (JSM). Of special interest was a Killdeer at 6500 ft elev. at the Green Lakes, Three Sisters Wilderness (JGO). Sightings of Am. Golden and Black-bellied plovers were sparse. Knutsford, B.C., had two Am. Golden and one Black-bellied Sept. 26 (RH). One Am. Golden was at the Yakima R. delta, Richland, Wash., Sept. 7 (REW); Trail, B.C., had one Oct. 7-9 (ME), and two were at Lower Klamath N.W.R., Oregon side, Sept. 4 (SS). One was sighted 5 mi n.w. of Coeur d' Alene, Ida. Oct. 4 (SGS). One Black-bellied appeared at Banks L., Oct. 25 (JA). A Red Knot photographed at Deer Flat N.W.R., Sept. 5 was apparently the first 
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Left photo:  Imm. Red Knot, Lake Lowell, Canyon Co., Ida. Sept. 5, 1981. Photo Jeff Marks. Right photo:  Glaucous Gull (possibly barrovianus subspecies), Harrison, Mont. Nov. 15. 1981. Ring-billed Gull in foreground. Photo/P. D. Skaar.

for that area and the second for Idaho (JSM, AL, BK). Excellent numbers of Pectoral Sandpipers were sighted in e. Washington, with 25 + at Stratford Sept. 6 and 30 at Reardan Sept. 19 (JA), and a peak of 30 at the Yakima delta Sept. 13 (REW). Two were at Am. Falls Dam on the Snake R., Sept. 13 for apparently the first record for the latilong (DT). A White-rumped Sandpiper sighted along the Palouse R., near Harvard, Ida. July 25 would be only the second for the state (JL in Prairie Owl, P.A.S.). A Dunlin was sighted at the mouth of Tammany Cr., 5 mi s. of Lewiston, Ida. Oct. 24 (PS, MK). Three hundred Baird's and 13 Stilt sandpipers were observed at Ninepipe N.W.R., Lake Co., Mont., Aug. 25 and another 300 Baird's were seen at nearby Pablo N.W.R., the next day (BW). One of the latter was at Blackfoot Res., Blackfoot, Ida. Sept. 19 (CHT). A Semipalmated Sandpiper was at Richland Aug. 2 for Woodley's first sighting there. 

GULLS AND TERNS -- An imm. Glaucous Gull found at Harrison L., e. of Harrison, Mont., Nov. 13 (ph. Nov. 15) provided the second local record and the third state observation away from Ft. Peck Res. (LM, RW, PDS). An imm. Herring Gull was noted at Harrison L., Nov. 15 (RW, PDS); four immatures were at Canyon Ferry Res., Helena in late November (SM), and an imm. bird was on Am. Falls Res., Nov. 12 (CHT). An imm. Thayer's Gull was seen at 
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the s end of Upper Klamath L., Nov 22 & 27for the second e. Oregon record (SS, JC) An ad. Mew Gull there on Nov 14 was joined by another Nov. 30 (SS). Richland had an imm. Franklin's Gull Aug. 29 & Sept. 6, Woodley's first local records and one was sighted at Nampa, Ida. Sept. 6 (VC). An ad. Bonaparte's Gull appeared at Grandview, Ida. Aug. 28 (JSM). A Sabine's Gull on the Columbia R., just n. of Richland Sept. 26 provided the fourth record there (EH) and two were at Wallowa L., Joseph, Ore., Sept. 16 (BJ). Twenty Forster's Terns were below Am. Falls Dam Sept. 11 (DT). Three Com. Terns were at Cold Springs N.W.R., Aug. 22 (C & MC) and six were at Clarkston, Wash., Sept. 30 (PS, MK). The Yakima delta had two Sept. 19 and 15 on Sept. 27 (REW). 

PIGEONS AND OWLS -- A Band-tailed Pigeon along the Spokane R., at Spokane Oct. 24 furnished the seventh latilong sighting (JA). Presumably the third Barn Owl record for the latilong was supplied by one bird at Davenport Cemetery Sept. 20 (JA) and one was sighted in Strawl Canyon 12 mi n.w. of Coulee Dam, both in Washington (VM). An ad. and one or two imm. Flammulated Owls were seen at their nest site near Kamloops, B.C., Aug. 4 for the first breeding record n. of Penticton (RH). A Barred Owl was heard at a new Montana locality, Ross Cr., Cedar Grove, between Troy and Noxon Aug. 2 (BW). Sightings of Great Gray Owls were made near Kamloops (RH), Knutsford (DW), Kelowna (BH, m.ob.), Cranbrook (GD) and Kimberley (fide MVW), B.C. One was observed in the N. Fork Valley on the w. edge of Glacier N.P., Mont. (WW) and four sightings were obtained in Lincoln County, Mont. (CW et al.). Short-eared Owls were observed many times in the Vernon area, where voles were plentiful, and were abundant in the Columbia Basin of c. Washington. The only Saw-whet Owls reported were one at Spokane Oct. 1 (JA) and one in Robinson Canyon w. of Ellensburg, Wash., Aug. 11 (RS et al.).

HUMMINGBIRDS -- At Malheur N.W.R., two Black-chinned Hummingbirds May 13 and one found dead May 17 represented the sixth and seventh records there (ST). An ad. male Anna's Hummingbird visited a Kelowna, B.C. feeder through November, only to be killed by a cat Dec. 5 (JG). Single hummingbirds at Yakima Oct. 30 and Wapato, Wash., Nov. 14 most likely were Anna's. Two imm. Rufous Hummingbirds frequented a Helena feeder in October, one, a male remaining at least to Oct. 22, and surviving nighttime temperatures as low as 15°F. Feeders were then removed in hopes the birds would migrate (WH). 

WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS -- One, possibly two, "Yellow-shafted" Flickers were in E. Helena in late November along with one "hybrid" (PM; AW) and Nampa had one Sept. 19 (MF). A flock of 25 Lewis' Woodpeckers, the most reported, was at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., Aug. 25. A "Red-breasted" Sapsucker was sighted 20 mi e. of Wenatchee, Wash., Oct. 8 (RF). A White-headed Woodpecker was found Sept. 7 n.e. of Hayden Lake, Ida. a new locality for this rather rare bird (MMa). The Tollgate, Oreg. area was apparently a new location for sighting the N. Three-toed Woodpecker Oct. 28 (MC). An Ash-throated Flycatcher at Deer Flat N.W.R., Sept. 1 (DT) and one on the Snake R. Birds of Prey Area s.e. of Swan Falls (JSM, JD, BK, MAm) were apparently the first for that part of Idaho. A W. Flycatcher was at Klamath Falls Sept. 13, where it is a rare migrant (SS). 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS -- A Blue Jay was reported for a few days, late October-early November at a feeder in Canoe Gulch, 12 mi n e. of Libby (CW), and the Missoula, Mont. vicinity had several reports (SF). Impressive flocks of Clark's Nutcrackers were encountered in e. Oregon: 40 passing over Calamity Lookout, 30 mi n.n.e. of Burns Sept. 9 and 45 at the Green Lakes, Three Sisters Wilderness Oct. 26. The species was "very plentiful" in the Ketchurn-Sun Valley area of Idaho. A new, readily accessible locality for Boreal Chickadees was found at Tiffany Mt., 20 mi w. of Tonasket, Wash., where 22 were counted Aug. 2-3 (EH). A White-breasted Nuthatch at Williams L., in early October was far n. of its normal range in British Columbia (JWa). A Canyon Wren showed up at Kalamalka L. Park near Vernon Oct. 11- 12; the species is very rare n. of Penticton (MCo). One was found on Horse Ridge 22 mi e. of Bend, Ore., Oct. 24 (JGO). 

THRASHERS AND THRUSHES -- A Sage Thrasher was sighted near Lostine, Ore, Sept 28 (PS) A migrating Varied Thrush was noted Nov. 29 at C.J. Strike Res., Bruneau, Ida. (DT) and another near the coal-fired plant at Boardman, Ore., Sept. 30 (RJK). A snow storm grounded Hermit Thrushes at Bend, Ore., with at least a dozen in one backyard Oct. 11 and many in and around the city the next 4 days. Mountains Bluebirds were seen regularly in the Green Lakes area with a high of seven Oct. 3-4. In the Kimberley, B.C., area flocks of 30 or more appeared near September' s end and 25 were seen in the Winas Cr. area s.w. of Ellensburg. A flock of about 25 Townsend's Solitaires was on Mt. Spokane, n.e. of Spokane Sept. 3 and 15 were counted on 2 dates in October on Horse Ridge, e. of Bend, Ore 

PIPITS AND WAXWINGS -- Water Pipits were abundant at a few localities. In Idaho they were "all over the place" on plowed land near Twin Falls, Oct. 17; and were "very common" in the Rupert area In Oregon they were migrating as early as Aug. 10 over Calamity Lookout and near Boardman 600± were in fallow fields Sept 22 In Washington flocks of 100 or more were observed in the Horseshoe Basin area, Pasayten Wilderness Sept. 8-10 and were abundant in the Ephrata area in September and October. Several flocks were near White Swan, Wash., Nov. 1. A Sprague's Pipit, carefully identified, was sighted at Hart Mountain N.W.R., Lake Co., Ore., Sept. 22 (PS) Very few Bohemian Waxwings had arrived by the end of November 

WARBLERS AND BLACKBIRDS -- A Tennessee Warbler at Malheur Sept. 24 was the refuge's ninth (ST); another sighting was made there Oct. 2 (TC). A meticulously described Tennessee was observed on Jumbo Mt., 6 mi e. of Orient, Wash., Aug. 26 (ATR, AM) and one was sighted at Lavington, B.C., Oct. 5-6 (MCo). A Magnolia Warbler seen Sept. 30 & Oct. 2 at Malheur was the refuge's second and Oregon's eighth (CDC, MLB, ST, TC) and one was sighted at Cherry Springs, Ida. Sept. 7 (DT). An imm. 9 Cape May Warbler, the second for the refuge, was mist-netted at Malheur Sept 9 (ST). "Audubon's" Warbler bandings at Troy, Mont., rebounded to 846 after the post-Mt. St. Helens low of 27 (KB). A Black-throated Gray Warbler showed up at Malheur Oct. 2 and one was near Bend Sept. 20-22 (TC). Atomic City, Ida, had a Palm Warbler Sept 20 (DT, RK, MR). A window-killed N. Waterthrush was obtained at Ketchurn, Ida. Oct. 20 (WHS). Apparently a breeding pair of these birds was along the San Poil R., s. of Republic, Wash., Aug. 5 (EH) An Orchard Oriole appeared at Townsend, Mont., Aug. 4 for the second state record w. of the 108th meridian (SM) and a Com Grackle was in Hines, Ore., July 12-26 (ST). 

FINCHES -- An imm. male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was sighted Sept. 20 at Atomic City (DT, MR, RK, MD) and a well-described imm. Painted Bunting, Oregon's second, was at Tumalo S. P, Tumalo, Ore., Oct. 4 (TC). What was believed to be a Ø Purple Finch was observed in Cheney, Wash., Sept. 3 (FBH). The only report of Black Rosy Finches was from Devil's L., 45 mi s.e. of Salmon, Ida (HR). The appearance of Com. Redpolls at Spokane and in Lincoln County, Wash., as early as Nov. 7 and at Harrison, Mont., Nov 15 suggested a possible invasion this winter. A flock of 200+ was at Revelstoke Nov. 23 and a few showed up in Kimberley m late November but otherwise reports were scant from British Columbia Two-three goldfinches believed to be Lawrence' s were photographed in Dietrich, Ida., Oct. 1. If confirmed, this would be the first state record (fide, TR). The sighting of many White-winged Crossbills in n Okanogan County and near Chewelah and Republic, Wash., may indicate the start of an incursion. A pair of this species was at Lost L Camp, extreme n.w. Deschutes Co., Ore., near the s. limit of the species' winter range Sept. 28 (TC). 

SPARROWS -- Five Savannah Sparrows were in a meadow at the Green Lakes at 6500 ft. July 25 (JGO). A Sage Sparrow, accidental m British Columbia, was sighted at White L., near Penticton Sept 25 (A & JG). Two Golden-Crowned Sparrows were reported at Calamity Lookout Sept. 22 (MA) and an imm. bird was seen near Troy, Mont (KB). Single White-throated Sparrows appeared at Nakusp, B.C., Oct. 4 (GD); near Helena Oct. 24 (LT et al.), and at Pocatello Sept 11 (JJ). In Washington singles of this species were sighted at Spokane Oct. 19-20 (JA) and at Yakima Oct. 20+ (EC); three appeared at Richland Oct. 31 for Woodley's first local record. Lincoln's Sparrows were reported at Malheur (MA), Tumalo S.P. (TC), Spokane (THR), and Omak, Wash. (S J). Knutsford, B.C., had two Lapland Longspurs Sept. 2 & 13 (RH); in Washington the species was observed at 
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Reardan, Aug. 30, and at Banks L. were two Oct. 25 (JA). With Lapland Longspurs on Lower Klamath N.W.R., Nov. 14 was a Chestnut-collared Longspur, the county's first and Oregon's second (SS, JGi). Snow Buntings had scarcely showed at all. One was at Vernon Oct. 16 and four were at Kimberley Oct. 13. Surprisingly, a few had already reached s. Idaho with four on Michaud Flats near Am. Falls Res., Oct. 22 and some near Shoshone on about the same date. 

CORRIGENDA -- The bird that wintered at Kelowna, B.C. (AB. 35:319, 1981) was a White Pelican, not a Double-crested Cormorant. For the Vernon, B.C. CBC (AB 35:412, 1981), change W. Grebe from "46" to "1" and add "Pied-billed Grebe 46". 
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Autumn Migration, 1981

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION /Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.  
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The first fall storm front came on shore Sept. 17-18, grounding vagrant Western Kingbirds and Bobolinks. The previous day, with strong winds, a heavy alpine zone migration was noted by Hunn above timberline on Mt. Adams, Washington, including a Prairie Falcon at 7000 feet, ten Townsend's Solitaires at 10,000 feet, and a Golden-crowned Sparrow at 11,000 feet. Heavy storms in October and November drove a variety of pelagic birds inland. Only the Bohemian Waxwing gave any indication of impending winter invasions. While the shorebird migration was anemic, "stint fever" assumed epidemic proportions. We have in hand detailed reports of four Rufous-necked Stints, three Long-toed Stints, two Temminck's Stints, and two Little Stints. We have received photos in support of only two of these sightings. After careful review of all supporting data and comparison with photographs and specimens of the regularly occurring species, we have concluded that, with the one exception treated in the text, none of the reports is conclusive and most are clearly attributable to more familiar species. We remain to be convinced that it is normally possible to identify immature Long-toed, Rufous-necked, and Little stints in the field. All reports received will be saved until our knowledge of stint identification evolves. Special thanks are due Dennis Paulson for consultation on these reports. 

208 American Birds, March 1982 

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS: -- An ad. Yellow-billed Loon in breeding plumage was seen Oct. 24+ at Sequim Bay, Wash. (WS, D & SS, CF). An immature was at Victoria, VA., Nov. 22-24 (RS et al.), and another was at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. Nov. 11 (FW). A light phase W. Grebe, found Aug. 23, at the Necanium R. mouth, Oreg. (JG, ph., DI), was described as the first found alive on the n. Oregon coast (fide HN). Another light-phase bird was seen Sept. 9 at Victoria, V.I. (†RS). An apparent intermediate-phase W. Grebe appeared Oct. 31 among 800 dark-phase birds at West Pt., Seattle (†TSc, †BBr, MB). Black-looted Albatross counts peaked at 65 on Aug. 19 off Westport, Wash. (TW et al.), with two still there Nov. 7 (DP, TSm). On the latter date three Laysan Albatrosses were also seen, 38 mi offshore, perhaps representing normal winter numbers. Northern Fulmar came in numbers by Sept. 26 when 50 were counted en route to LaPerouse Banks off s. V.I. (MSh, AE, fide VG). TW reported 335 off Westport Oct. 10, and 359 were counted there Nov. 7 (DP, TSm), of which 5% were light-phase. Severe storms drove large numbers within sight of shore in early October (DP, HN) and again in mid-November (JG, HN), with many found dead on Oregon beaches in November (fide HN). Also storm-blown were seven Short-tailed Shearwaters, one Fork-tailed, and three Leach's Storm-Petrels spotted from the Port Angeles-Victoria ferry Nov. 15 (WC, fide VG). Numerous Leach's Storm-Petrels were driven inland by that same storm to Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Oreg., (TL, DF, SG, CW), to the S.J.C.R. (PMu, fide HN), to Willapa Bay, Wash. (TB et al.), and to Quilcene, Wash. (fide ES*). A Nov. 7 pelagic excursion off Westport produced several late records for Washington, including one Flesh-looted Shearwater and five New Zealand Shearwaters (DP, TSm). Two Pink-footed Shearwaters Nov. 21 off n. Lane County, Oreg., were also unusually late (SH, DR). The count of 425 Pink-footeds off Westport Aug. 19 (TW et al.) was more than double any single-day maximum since 1978. New Zealand Shearwaters remained scarce with 14 off Westport Oct. 10 the high one-day count (TW). The 30 Short-tailed Shearwaters reported was above average. The high one-day count was 20 off Westport Oct. 10 (TW). Am imm. Magnificent Frigatebird Aug. 25 resting on fishing boat off Coho Pt., Langara I., Queen Charlotte I., B.C. (GDe, fide WC, VG), was the first recorded for British Columbia, and the seventh n. of California on the West Coast (Roberson, Rare Birds of the West Coast, 1980: 46-47). Brown Pelicans were well represented n. to the Columbia R. mouth. One Aug. 25 near Sail Rock in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Wash., was the only one reported from farther n. (SM). A ratio of eight immatures to each adult was estimated among "hundreds" feeding on anchovies offshore Oregon, Aug. 30, (JG, DI, et al.), with "many dead on these beaches" in the wake of the severe storm Nov. 14, (JG, fide HN). 

EGRETS THROUGH DUCKS -- The count of Great Egrets peaked at a record 71 at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene Nov. 5 (DF, TL). Just eight Cattle Egrets were reported, considerably off last year's invasion totals. Seven of these were n. of the Columbia R., and, as expected, were all in November. Five Black-crowned Night Herons were reported, from Reifel I., B. C., Olympia, Wash., and Roseburg, Coos Bay, and Brookings, Oreg. An imm. ibis, presumably a White-faced, stayed Nov. 20-23 at the Humptulips R. mouth, on Grays Harbor, Wash., (RC, ph., et al.) for the first w. Washington record. This comes on the heels of several extralimital sightings of White-faced Ibis in the Pacific Northwest this past spring and summer. "Some" Trumpeter Swans were noted with a flock of 1000 Whistling Swans s. of Forest Grove, Oreg., in late November (fide HN), and 5-7 Trumpeters were between Dallas and Corvallis Nov. 16-26 (D & MEm, R & JK, fide EE). This species returned as usual to its n. Washington and s. British Columbia winter haunts. An imm. Emperor Goose was at the Veneta sewage ponds, near Eugene, Oreg. Nov. 21+ (RP, †DF, TM, ph., m.ob.) was the only one reported. Wintering Snow Geese numbered 70,000 by early November, based on a census from the Fraser R. delta of British Columbia to the Skagit R. delta of Washington (fide FM, Wash. Dept. of Game). This count exceeds the previous 30-year high by 40%, and the increase is credited to careful Russian management of the Wrangell I. breeding habitat. Late broods of Blue-winged and Cinnamon teal were out Aug. 1 at the Nehalem sewage ponds, Oreg. (DI). Few of either species were noted after mid-September. Arrival dates of Eur. Wigeons were somewhat early: Sept. 20 at Victoria (RWa) and Oct. 10 at Seattle (ER). There were only 11 Redheads reported this fall. A male Tufted Duck at Green L., Seattle 2, Oct. 3-18 (†ESH et al.) was the earliest ever Washington record for the species. A female Ruddy Duck had a late brood out Sept. 12 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (ESH). 

VULTURES THROUGH CRANES -- Victoria observers again monitored the Turkey Vulture passage over s. V.I., Aug. 30-Oct. 27, with a peak of 445 Sept. 26 (fide VG). High daily counts of 30-50 were noted elsewhere Sept. 7-Oct. 4. Forty White-tailed Kites were tallied in Oregon with concentrations of 13 in the Rogue R. valley, including three young from a successful local nesting (fide OSw), ten of which had gathered at Fern Ridge Res., by the end of November (DF, TL), and two adults with four young along the Coquille R., e. of Bandon (CW). A single bird was n. of the Columbia R., on Leadbetter Pt., Oct. 7-Nov. 5 (RWi, B & GR). Accipiters were reported in normal numbers with 25 Goshawks, 80 Sharp-shinneds, and 102 Cooper's well distributed through the season. Southern Oregon's Red-shouldered Hawk population was closely scrutinized, with three counted near Brookings (Dl, JG, RP), and singles noted n. to Bandon Sept. 19 (AC) and near Lebanon Sept. 13 (BTh, fide HN). A dark Red-tailed (Harlan's) Hawk remained at Kent, Wash., Oct. 25+ (†ESH. m.ob.). Rough-legged Hawks were first noted Oct. 3 at Sea I., Vancouver, B.C. (HH, fide WW), and Oct. 16 at Tillamook, Oreg. (HN), and were in average numbers thereafter. The last Osprey reported was Nov. 8 at Stanwood, Wash. (fide PWM). Three Gyrfalcons were reported. Each was a typical "gray phase" bird. One was found Nov. 3+, and it and another seen Nov. 10 & 22 in C. Saanich, V.I. (AK, DFr, m.ob. fide VG). An immature 
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Left photo: Imm. male Am. Avocet, L. Meares, Tillamook Co., Ore. Aug. 15, 1981. Photo/Owen Schmidt.  Right photo: Imm. Magnificent Frigatebird, Coho Pt., Langara I., Queen Charlotte I., B.C. 
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frequented the Kent, Wash., sewage ponds Nov. 7-27 (†ESH, m.ob.). The 46 Peregrine and 55 Merlin sightings were less than last fall, but near recent averages. The first few migrant Sandhill Cranes arrived Sept. 12-14 at Dungeness and the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., and at Sauvie I. near Portland. Numbers at Sauvie I., increased to 1000+ by Oct. 10. Several flocks were noted thereafter in Oregon, including one of 410 over Springfield Nov. 3 (DF, TL). 

SHOREBIRDS -- American Golden Plover numbers were decidedly down at coastal points this fall. The Ocean Shores, Wash., count reached 40-47 Sept. 1-6 (MC, DP, ESH), which is about 30% of normal. The usual 10% or so were the small bright race fulva. Whimbrels were scarce in Oregon and were at 10-20% of normal numbers at Ocean Shores (fide DP, ESH). The high count was 50 at Ocean Shores Aug. 15 (BHT) and at Tillamook Bay Sept. 2 (HNL The two Long-billed Curlews at Leadbetter Pt., Aug. 27 (RWi) increased to 20-27 at nearby Tokeland Sept. 21-Nov. 14 (ME. TB et al.). The only other reports were two Aug. 23-29 in Delta, B.C., (BK, DK et al. fide WW), and a single Oct. 4 at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (JG et al., fide HN). Solitary Sandpipers were also scarce, with only eight reported, about 50% of normal. Willets were beyond their normal range at Ocean Shores, with 13 Aug. 15-18 (BHT, ESH et al.) and another there Oct. 16 (MC, SA, G & WH), and at Dungeness, Wash., which had a single Aug. 10-Sept. 26 (MC, m.ob.). One Semipalmated Sandpiper was well photographed this fall, an immature Aug. 15 at Tillamook Bay (JG). About 30 other individuals were reported. 

S.A.
Oregon observers have documented the first Long-toed Stint s. of Alaska. The bird was first noted at the S.J.C.R. Sept. 3 relocated and identified Sept. 5 (†JG, †HN, †AC. m.ob.) and subsequently photographed and tape-recorded. It was last reported Sept. 12 (RP). The photos show the bright chestnut feather margins, long central toe, and pale base to the lower mandible. It was also definitely larger than an adjacent Least Sandpiper. We have compared these photos to a series of photographs (DP) of imm. Least Sandpipers and have found several that appeared virtually identical. However, the call, a deep "chortling" trill, seems to be conclusive.

[image: ]
Long-toed Stint, S.J.C.R., Sept. 5, 1981. Photo-Jeff Gilligan. 

Some 21 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were located throughout the Region, a normal number. A Curlew Sandpiper at Iona I., Aug. 31- Sept. 1 (†WW, †BK et al) furnished the fifth provincial record and the eighth for the Region. Twenty Stilt Sandpipers were reported Aug. 16-Sept. 22. as is normal. Eight Buff-breasted Sandpipers at 6 locations was a reduction from last year's total of 14 and well below the counts during the invasion years of 1978-1979 (28 and 47. respectively). All were reported Aug. 27-Sept. 10. the Buff-breasted's usual migration "window." A Marbled Godwit was in Delta, s. of Vancouver, B.C. Aug. 24- Sept. 1 (BM, †JW, †DK, m.ob.). Four appeared in Oak Bay, V.I. Oct. 1 (RS, m.ob. .fide VG), with one staying until Oct. 11 (JTa). The species is very rare in coastal British Columbia. Single Bar-tailed Godwits were reported from Dungeness Sept. 11, 26, & Oct. 9 (†WS, †KK, †D & SS), with two different birds likely involved. Two Hudsonian Godwits were at Mud Bay in Delta, B.C., Aug. 25-Sept. 2 with one remaining until Sept. 12 (BM. †WW, †DK. m.ob.). Approximately 13 Ruffs were reported. This is the sixth consecutive year in which the number of Ruff sightings has increased. Three Am. Avocets ranged W to our area. One was at Reifel I., B.C., Aug. 5-6 (fide WW), one was at Tillamook, Oreg. Aug. 11-30 (JG, OSc, ph., m.ob.), and the third was at Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., Aug. 16 (KB et al.). 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Pomarine Jaegers passed offshore in unusually large numbers. TW counted 34 off Westport Aug. 19, and 34 were again tallied there Nov. 7 (DP, TSm). One Pomarine at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Oct. 24 provided a rare onshore sighting (†BK). One Parasitic Jaeger lingered into early December off Seattle, several weeks later than normal (†DH, m.ob.). Only five Long-tailed Jaegers were counted. One ad. Long-tailed was at White Rock, B.C., and Blaine, Wash. Sept. 11 for a rare sighting there (†JW et al.). Skua reports were also infrequent, with but six individuals found, including three off Ocean Shores Sept. 7 (ESH et al.). One was off Brookings, Oreg. Aug. 29 (JG, DI), and a storm-blown skua was seen from the Port Angeles-Victoria ferry Nov. 22 (WC). None of the skuas could be identified more precisely. Two Glaucous Gulls had appeared by late November. One was near Eugene, Oreg. (TL), and a first-year bird was at the S.J.C.R., Nov. 25 (HN). A large concentration of 26 imm. Franklin's Gulls was present at the Snohomish and Everett sewage ponds Sept. 24-30 IDP, B & PE). Little Gulls were almost numerous with 5-6 birds noted. Washington sightings included one sub-adult Sept. 18 at Port Angeles (†WS. KK), one Sept. 23 off s. Whidbey I., (BR) and perhaps the same bird at the Everett sewage ponds Sept. 26 (B & PE). Another was seen off Seattle Oct. 16-30 (†DH. †TSc, EPe). The third and fourth documented records for Oregon were singles Oct. 10 on Tillamook Bay (†JG, †AC, OSc, ph., m.ob.) and Oct. 13-18 at Newport RB). None was a first year bird. Heermann's Gulls are rarely seen away from the saltwater shoreline. Storms blew nine inland to Roseburg, Oreg. (MSa, fide HN), and one to Eugene (AC) Nov. 14- 15, and DP noted ten about 25 mi offshore from Westport Nov. 7. This fall brought an unusual number of reports of Sabine's Gulls inshore. These occurrences were not clearly storm-related. Two Forster's Terns were reported Aug. 26 at Pt. Roberts. Wash. (†BK), and 2-3 were seen at Forest Grove, Oreg, Aug. 31-Sept. 7 (†DI, JG). Three Arctic Terns seen Oct. l0 off Westport (TW) were the latest ever for Washington by 2 days. An imm. Caspian Tern on Green L., in Seattle Oct. 8-18 (FK, ER, ESH) was very late although some remained at Tillamook, Oreg, throughout the month (HNL). One-two Black Terns were at Iona I., near Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 19 (BK, BM et al.). Ancient Murrelets were reported only about s. V.I., Sept. 16-Nov. 11, with a high count of 25 (fide VG), and in Puget Sound Oct. 23+, with a high count of only eight (PWM). Single Horned Puffins were at Cape Lookout, near Tillamook Aug. 23 (OJSc, fide HNL and off Pt. Partridge, Whidbey I., Wash., Sept. 3 (†CP, BBe). both in areas frequented by this n. straggler in recent summers. 

OWLS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- Single Snowy Owls Nov. 16+ in Delta B.C. (fide WW). and Nov. 22  over N. Saanich, V.I. (DFr), were the only ones reported. A pair of Barred Owls appeared during October along the Umpqua R., above Glide. e. of Roseburg marks the expanding s. frontier of this specie’s range (MSa, fide HN). A Spotted Owl seen Sept. 11 in the Chilliwack R. valley e. of Mt. Baker was near this specie’s n. limit (PSc, DW). Barred and Spotted Owls ranges now overlap on a 400-mi front in the Cascade Range. A poorwill Oct. 14 near Wolf Cr., Oreg, was late (EPu). There were several early October records of Com. Nighthawks, with singles Oct. 11 in Vancouver, B.C. (fide WW), and Sequim, Wash. (JTo, fide SA) the latest. There were many late reports of Vaux's Swifts from Washington, with ten over Pt. Townsend Oct. 11 the latest on record (†DP et al.). About 2000 Vaux's Swifts were still present in a chimney in Lake Oswego, Oreg. Oct. 12 (HN) with a flock of 1000 still in Eugene Oct. 13 (DF. TL). All disappeared following the first frost Oct. 15. Single Rufous Hummingbirds lingered until Nov. 4 in Roseburg, Oreg, (FP, fide MSa), and until Nov. 30 in Saanich, V.I. (fide, VG). Single Lewis' Woodpeckers strayed W of the Cascades to Saanich Sept. 12 (fide VG), to near Redmond, Wash., Sept. 25 (A & NL, fide B & PE), and to Pt. Roberts, Wash., Sept. 26-27 (BK, DK, WW). A 
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"Red-naped" Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Oct 9 at Vancouver, B C., provided the third local record of this form (†BK) Three Tropical Kingbirds were found in Oregon in the span of 8 days in mid-October. One was at Newport Oct. 14 (†R & JK, ph., fide EE), another at Garibaldi near Tillamook Oct. 17 (†BTe, ph.), and a third at Langlois Oct. 22 (†GS et al.., fide DEr). Twelve W. Kingbirds were reported, with five Sept. 18-20 in the wake of the first frontal passage of the month. A Myiarchus flycatcher was found Oct. 4 in Langley, B.C. (ph., fide WW). Single Say's Phoebes Aug. 26 at Sauvie I., near Portland (JE), and Sept. 16 near Brookings, Oreg. (JG, DI, fide HN) were w. of their usual range, while the Black Phoebe at Roseburg Sept. 22-26 (MSa et al., fide JE) was a bit far n. Last Empidonax departure dates were: Hammond's Sept. 27 at Ladner, B.C. (BK); Willow, Oct. 13 at Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (RWi); and W. Flycatcher Nov. 13 in Beaverton, Oreg. (ALa, fide HN). An Olive-sided Flycatcher Sept. 22 at Dungeness, Wash., was the latest ever for the state (WS). 

MARTINS THROUGH SHRIKES -- The largest migratory concentrations of Purple Martins reported were of only 12 birds Aug. 25 in Seattle (DH) and Aug. 30 at Nehalem, Oreg, (R & JK, fide EE). A Scrub Jay found Nov. 15 in S. Langley, B.C., represented the first record for British Columbia and for Canada (WC, ph., .fide WW). Two Black-billed Magpies at the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., Sept. 26- 29 (BHT et al.), and another at Ashland, Oreg, Nov. 2 (MM) were displaced from e. of the Cascades. A Cańon Wren closely studied Oct. 10-15 at North Head, a rocky coastal promontory w. of Ilwaco, Wash. (fide RWi), was astounding, as the species is sedentary and breeds no closer than 130 mi to the e. The eight Mockingbird sightings span the period and the Region from Medford, Oreg., n. to near Vancouver, B.C. Late Swainson’s Thrushes include singles Oct. 2 in Seattle (MDo*), and Nov. 25 at Springfield, Oreg. (TL). A Veery was reported at Tillamook Bay Oct. 4-5 (JG, OSc, fide HN). Western Bluebirds were noted n. of s. Oregon only at Ft. Lewis, Wash., where two immatures were present Sept. 4 (BHT), and on s. V.I., where flocks of up to eight birds were noted Sept 21-Oct. 19 (fide VG). A White Wagtail paid a brief visit to Seattle Nov. 8-9 for the first state record (†B & JMc, †DH). The individual was apparently an imm. male of uncertain racial origin (see Continental Birdlife 2:37, 1981). A Cedar Waxwing fledged a late brood Aug. 25 near Vancouver, Wash. (DJ) A migratory concentration of 1400 waxwings at Eugene Nov. 24 contained one Bohemian (DF, TL). Another flock on Mary’s Peak w. of Corvallis, Oreg., Nov. 28 (R & JK, fide EE) and 40 above Skykomish, Wash., Nov. 7 (DD) were the vanguard of a heavy winter movement. Single Loggerhead Shrikes strayed W to Ridgefield N .W.R., Wash., Oct 18 (GDa, fide HN), and to Sutherlin, n. of Roseburg, Oreg. Oct. 24 (MHu, fide MSa). 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A Solitary Vireo Oct. 25 at Tillamook Bay (RP) was late, and a Warbling Vireo Oct. 11 at Leadbetter Pt (RWi) was the latest ever for Washington. An imm. Black-and-white Warbler was at Tillamook Bay Sept. 26 (OSc, ph., fide DI, HN) A Tennessee Warbler was reported Sept. 2 at Fern Ridge Res. (BO, fide JE). A few Yellow Warblers stayed late with singles Oct. 11 at Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (RWi), Oct. 12 at Torino, V.I. (MSh, fide VG), and Nov. 7 at Eugene, Oreg. (DR). An imm. Blackburnian Warbler at Leadbetter Pt., Oct. 4 (†RWi) was the third single-person sighting from Washington, all since 1979. Hermit Warblers lingered near Eugene until Oct. 20 (DF) and Nov. 5 (TM). An imm. Chestnut-sided Warbler Sept. 15 at Florence constituted the first in fall from the Oregon coast (†DF). An obscure imm. Prairie Warbler reported from Yaquina Bay Sept. 27 (†JG, OSc, Dl, m.ob.) is being considered by the Oregon Bird Records Committee as a possible first state record. Palm Warblers were located as usual at coastal points from Rofino, V.I., s. to the California border. The first appeared Sept. 17 near Brookings, Oreg. (JG, Dl, fide HN). One at Kent, s. of Seattle, Oct. 25 (†ESH) was the only record away from the immediate coast. Vagrant N. Waterthrushes turned up Aug. 19 on the Westport, Wash. jetty (WHa, fide G & WH) and Sept. 26 near Bellingham, Wash (†SVN). A Com. Yellowthroat Nov. 15 at the Skagit Game Range near Mt. Vernon, Wash. (BHT), was the latest-ever for Washington. Late Wilson's Warblers include one at Seattle Oct. 11 (ER) and a pair on s. V.I., Oct. 20 (J & RS, fide VG). 

BOBOLINK THROUGH SPARROWS -- Four Bobolinks appeared in September during a period of high pressure with N winds. Singles were at Seattle Sept 3 & 14 (DP, NC), and in Oregon at Newport (MN, fide JE), and at Gold Beach sewage ponds, Sept 17 (JG, DI, fide HN). A late Bobolink was killed Nov. 7 by a N. Shrike in C. Saanich, V.A. (ML, JH*, fide VG). A Yellow-headed Blackbird Nov. 7 in Kent, Wash., was also late (ESH et al.). The first Orchard Oriole recorded for Oregon was at Yaquina Bay Sept. 27 (†JG, OSc, ph., m.ob.). It was an immature, bright yellow below, and scarcely larger than accompanying White-crowned Sparrows. Three Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were found at Tillamook this fall, one Sept. 6 (JG, OSc) and two Oct. 5 (JG, OSc, ph.). Several Pine Grosbeaks were noted in the lowlands w. of the Cascades where they are normally noted only during winter finch invasions. Singles were in Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 4 (MDa, fide WW), between Chimacum and Center, Jefferson Co., Wash., Sept. 24 (KK), in the Sooke Dist., V.I. Oct. 14 (J & RS, fide VG), and in Saanich, V.I., Nov. 1 (fide VG) Several flocks of up to 30 White-winged Crossbills appeared in the c Oregon Cascades at Waldo L., and Gold L., Sept. 1-18 (†T & AM, †AC, MSa, ph., m.ob.), and two were 20 mi n.e. at Lava Camp L, Aug. 29-late Sept. (FR et al. fide HN). Ten White-wingeds were also seen below Hurricane Ridge, above Port Angeles, Wash., Sept 9 (ESH, RSt et al.). A Green-tailed Towhee Aug. 22 at 5000 ft on Mt Hood (GW, fide HN) was both n. and w. of its usual range. A late Vesper Sparrow was at the Montlake Fill in Seattle Sept. 23- 29 (TW, SA). A Tree Sparrow was at the same location Oct. 15 and Nov. 7 (†ER) for the only report this fall. An imm. Clay-colored Sparrow found Oct. 18 at Cannon Beach, Oreg. (JG, OSc, ph.), provided a sixth state record. The only Harris' Sparrows reported were singles Oct. 1 at Langford, V.I. (†VB), and Nov. 23 at N Saanich, VA. (†LR). Thirty White-throated Sparrows turned up. Eighteen were in Oregon and seven on s. V.I. The earliest was Sept 7, at Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (RWi), nearly a month before the next sighting. An extraordinarily early Swamp Sparrow was seen at Jericho P., Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 26 (†MP) for only the second local record. 

CITED OBSERVERS and ABBREVIATIONS: with Sub-Regional editors in boldface. Scott Atkinson, Virginia Bartkow, Range Bayer, Mark Belanger, Bobby Berge (BBe), Thais Bock, Bill Brynteson (BBr), Wayne Campbell, Ralph Carlson, Mike Carmody, Nancy Colton, Alan Contreras, Mark Daly (MDa), Gordon Dawson (GDa), George Deagle (GDe), Michael Donahue (MDo), Dennis Duffy, Mark Egger (ME), Alice Elston, Elzy Eltzroth, Don & Marie Emenhiser (D & MEm), Dick Erickson (DEr), Joe Evanich, Bob & Pat Evans, David Fix (DF), Chuck Flaherty, David Fraser (DFr), Jeff Gilligan, Vic Goodwill, Steve Gordon, Warren Hall (WHa), Bill Harrington-Tweit (BHT), Steven Heinl, J. Hitchmough, Glen & Wanda Hoge (G & WH), Harold Hosford, Matt Hunter (MHu), David Hutchinson, David Irons, Don Jole, Brian Kautesk, Ken Knittie, Anne Knowles, Rick & Jan Krabbe, Doug Kragh, Fayette Krause, Art & Nancy Lang (A & NL), Al Larrabee (ALa), M. Lee, Tom Lund, Bruce Macdonald (BM), Fred Martinsen, Steve Matthews, Bob & Judy McMurtrie (B & JMc), Tom & Allison Mickel, Marjorie Moore, Pat Muller (PMu), Mark Nebeker, Harry Nehls, B. Ostyn, Richard Palmer, Fred Parker, Dennis Paulson, Curt Pearson, Evelyn Peaslee (EPe), Michael Price, Eleanor Pugh (EPu), Fred Ramsey, Ellen Ratoosh, Bill & Geness Reichert, Leila Roberts, Dennis Rogers, Joy & Ron Satterfield (J & RS), Martha Sawyer (MSa), Owen Schmidt (OSc), Pat Schneider (PSc), Tom Schooley (TSc), Floyd Schrock, Michael Shepard (MSh), Dory  & Stan Smith (D & SS), Mark Smith (MSm), Terry Smith (TSm), Rich Stallcup (RSt), Eleanor Stopps, Gary Strachan, Wally Sumner, Otis Swisher (OSw), Jeremy Tatum (JTa), Berta Teale (BTe), Bill Thackaberry (BTh), Jeff Tosh (JTo), Sally Van. Niel (SVN), Frank Wagner, Terry Wahl, Glenn Walthall, Ruben Ware (RWa), Clarice Watson, Wayne Weber, Debra Wessel, Ralph Widrig (RWi), Jack Williams, (†) = written description on file, (*) = specimen, S.J.C.R. = South Jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg , V.I., = Vancouver I., B.C.
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The Winter Season, 1981-82

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

Winter over the Region, although with no prolonged bitter cold spells, was, in most areas a snowy one, with standing water frozen most of the season. Eastern Oregon was particularly hard hit by snow and ice, making it difficult for birds. To a lesser extent this was true of southern interior British Columbia, extreme northern and southeastern Idaho and northern Washington. The first week of January brought temperatures far below zero to more northerly areas for a few days. A mild late February brought many early migrants in ahead of schedule. 

LOONS AND GREBES – A Com. Loon was still on Windermere L., B.C., Jan. 24 (LH). Wells Pool, Azwell, Wash., had two Jan. 16 (RF) and one was on the Snake R., below Am. Falls Dam, Ida. Dec. 11 (DT). A Red-necked Grebe was on the Columbia R., near Bridgeport, Wash., Feb. 9 (BH-T). Eared Grebes remained at Klamath Falls, Ore., through December and the species was noted at Rupert, Ida. in December and February (WHS).

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS -- Ten White Pelicans wintered on the Hanford Reach of the Columbia R., Wash. (REF) and the species was sighted at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., Dec. 19 for the third winter record there. A few Double-crested Cormorants wintered at Malheur and at Rupert. Thirty were at L. Lowell, Canyon Co. Ida. Dec. 24 and one was on the Clearwater R. at Potlatch. Ida.. Feb. 21 (FJ, RN). 

HERONS -- Great Blue Herons wintered in better-than-normal numbers. A concentration of 300 was at Malheur in December. The species suffered losses in the Colville, Wash. area apparently because of the freezeup (SZ). A Green Heron appeared at Lewiston, Ida. Dec. 2 (PH, fide JW). Malheur had its first winter records of Great Egrets with single birds in January and February. The winter roost of Black-crowned Night Herons on the Link R., Klamath Falls, held 139 birds Jan. 31 for a high winter count (SS). The species wintered at Summer L., Lake Co., Ore. (MSL) and stayed late at Malheur with 50 Dec. 2 and two yet Dec. 22. An Am. Bittern lingered at Malheur until Dec. 21. 

WATERFOWL -- Wintering Whistling Swan numbers were high with up to 271 on Pend Oreille L. and R., n. Ida. and 376 in the S. Thompson-Shuswap R. drainages, B.C. A scattering wintered elsewhere. The birds' spring migration was impressive with 5000 at Klamath Falls; 2000 near Marlin, Wash., and large concentrations in the Harney Basin, Burns. The wintering population of Trumpeter Swans at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., varied from 118-396. The midwinter aerial survey Feb. 3-5 in the Yellowstone area counted 1218 Trumpeters including 266 cygnets. Up to 51 wintered at Malheur N.W.R. Four returned to Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., in February. The Coeur d'Alene L. and R., Pend Oreille L. and R., and lower St. Jo R., n. Idaho had nearly 15,000 Canada Geese Dec. 12 and 3400 as late as Jan. 8. Their numbers reached 6000 at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., and 3300+ at Turnbull in December. 'Twelve White-fronted Geese near Spokane were noteworthy (JA). The Harney Basin has large numbers of White-fronted and Snow geese by late February. A single Snow Goose stayed at Lewiston Jan. 10-23 (RN et al.) and one was at L. Lowell Dec. 24 (DT). Ross' Geese arrived at Malheur Feb. 17. Single birds were at Summerland, B.C., Feb. 8 (SC); at Lewiston Nov. 21-Jan. 30 (JWW), and at Helena in early December (GH). Waterfowl densities reached record levels on Carry Res. near the Boardman, Ore. coal-fired plant, with 440,000 ducks Jan. 14. Mostly Mallards, they foraged in nearby Corn fields. Ten days later most of them had left. (RJK, JAn). Duck numbers were very high in the Coeur d'Alene-Pend Oreille area, particularly Mallards, Am. Wigeon, and Redheads but Canvasbacks were absent and goldeneyes down. Snow and ice drove most waterfowl out of the Malheur-Harney Basin area. Columbia N.W.R., had a big 165,000, mostly Mallards, in December but numbers dropped to 30,000 in January. Crab Creek, Grant Co., Wash. had 100,000 waterfowl, mostly Mallards, Pintail and Canada Geese, and 2000 Canvasback Feb. 26 (RF). Single Eur. Wigeons showed up at Kennewick, Wash., Feb. 15 (REW) and at Malheur Feb. 12. Five female ducks believed to be Greater Scaup were sighted at Somers, Mont. Dec. 24 (EH). Two Oldsquaw fed on spilled grain at an elevator near Umatilla, Ore., January-early February (CC, REW). Two were at Lewiston Orchards. Ida. Dec. 5 (PS et al.) and one was near Beverly. Wash., Feb. 2 (Y.A.S.). A male White-winged Scoter was at Klamath Falls in December (SS) and a male Hooded Merganser appeared in January near Canyon Ferry Dam. Mont. (GH). 

HAWKS -- An early Turkey Vulture was over Moses Coulee, Douglas Co. Wash., Feb. 20 (N.C.W.A.S.) and one was near Vernon, B.C., Jan. 16 for an unprecedented winter record (KG). The species arrived near O'Neil, Ore., Feb. 28 for the only other report (TC). An unusual number of Goshawk sightings came in from every subregion except Idaho. Buteos were numerous in the w. part of the Region. Up to 25 Red-tailed Hawks were sighted near Prineville, Ore., in early February. In the Malheur area 225 mi of raptor transects yielded 32 Red-tailed and 179 Rough-legged hawks. The Terreton-Monteview area of Idaho had heavy concentrations of Rough-leggeds; both there and in e. Oregon they were attracted by the very high black-tailed jackrabbit numbers. A few Ferruginous Hawks apparently wintered in s. Idaho where jackrabbit numbers were high (CHT) and three pairs remained in the Peola, Wash. area during the winter (MPF). The Catlow Valley, Harney Co., Ore., had sightings Dec. 19, and Malheur Feb. 15; one was near Orondo, Wash., Feb. 7 (ME et al.). The Red-shouldered Hawk at Klamath Falls lasted out the winter (SS). Many Golden and Bald eagles were taking advantage of the jackrabbits in s. Idaho. Bald Eagles wintered in high numbers w. of the Continental Divide. There were at least 19 (!) sightings of Gyrfalcons, apparently because of the jackrabbits, and five of Peregrines. A dozen or more Merlin sightings were reported. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- At Malheur, California Quail, abundant during the fall, were decimated by the weather, few surviving except at feeding stations, but Ring-necked Pheasants fared somewhat better. Chukars apparently survived well there but experienced a large die-off below Salmon, Ida. 

CRANES THROUGH COOT -- The first Greater Sandhill Cranes arrived at Malheur Feb. 10, the second earliest date there but the big movement into the refuge occurred Feb. 17. Lesser Sandhills arrived there Feb. 23. Three Virginia Rails were sighted at a swamp near Mabton, Wash., about Jan. 1 (F & GR) and three were flushed from a marsh near Beverly Dec. 17 (RF). One became a victim of a window in Trail, B.C., Dec. 17 (AG). Turnbull N.W.R., had a peak of 1020 
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Am. Coot in December: Columbia N.W.R.'s high was 500, also in December. Coot returned to Malheur in mid-February and numbered 790 by Feb. 23. About 60 wintered there. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Two Greater Yellowlegs were found at the mouth of Asotin Cr., near Lewiston Jan. 10 (PS) and 4-5 were there Feb. 15-16 plus one at nearby Hells Gate S.P. (WHe. MK, CV). The Yakima R. mouth, Richland, Wash. had 70 Dunlin Dec. 21 and Jan. 1 and the same spot had eight Long-billed Dowitchers yet on Dec. 6 (REW). 

GULLS -- A Glaucous Gull appeared at Nelson, B.C. Dec. 5 (MEl, GD) and up to four, one an adult. were at the Yakima R. mouth in January and February (WH, REW). One-two Glaucous Gulls were at Spokane Jan. 31 and Feb. 7 (JA, BW) and an imm. bird was at Umatilla Feb. 8 (MC). A second-year Glaucous was on Am. Falls Res., Ida. Dec. 20 (DT, CHT). Single Glaucous-winged Gulls were sighted in December at Kelowna and Osoyoos, B.C., where they are very uncommon (JG, MCo. DB) and one wintered at Klamath Falls (SS). An ad. Herring Gull was spotted on Okanogan Flats Wash., Feb. 9 (BH-T) and one was at Malheur Feb. 28 for the refuge's second sighting. Klamath Falls had up to three Thayer's Gulls in December (SS) and one was photographed at Spokane Jan. 31 for the first record for that area (JA). Woodley's second and third records of the Mew' Gull at the Yakima mouth occurred Jan. 10 & 23 and one was at Umatilla Feb. 15 (C & MC). 

DOVES AND OWLS -- Fourteen late-staying Mourning Doves were found w. of Bozeman, Mont., Dec. 26, some staying at least until Jan. 2 (PDS). Two near Tendoy, Ida., were 2 months later than Roberts' previous late date. Many wintered around feed lots at Vernon: a flock numbered 90 Jan. 30 (†JG).

S.A.
Two sightings of Barn Owls, very rare, in interior British Columbia were obtained. One was living in a barn at Osoyoos Jan. 8-17 (DB. SC, m.ob. ) and one was found frozen in a barn at Vernon Feb. 12 (JG). Many of the species were found dead around potato cellars and haystacks in the Rupert area in January and February (WHS). A similar die-off was noted in the Twin Falls, Ida. area (I.F.G.). In s.e. Oregon severe weather resulted in many casualties for the species, with at least 18 found dead. Deep snow' presumably made small mammals unavailable. Other reports from the n. Great Basin indicated the mortality was widespread. The birds were twice seen attacking California Quail unsuccessfully and one was killed by a Great Horned Owl


It was a good winter for seeing Snowy Owls in e. Washington. Eight were seen from one observation point Feb. 21 (JA). The birds were very scarce in interior British Columbia; however, with only two observations Jan. 23-24 at Kamloops (RH), One appeared near Bonners Ferry, Ida. in late January (fide LDN). A Hawk Owl at Bridgeport Jan. 20-Feb. 14 became a celebrity (RB. m.ob.). In British Columbia one was sighted Jan. 11 & 23 at Windermere L. and one was at Invermere Feb. 2 (LH). One wintered in Glacier N.P. (MD), one was seen at Wells Gray N.P., Jan. 30 (RH), and one was at Vernon Feb. 7 (PR). One was photographed at Pablo N.W.R., Lake Co., Mont. Dec. 15 (WJH).
[image: ccHawk Owl.JPG]
Hawk Owl, Bridgeport, Wash., Feb. 10, 1982. Photo/K.B runner.

Barred Owls were unusually common in the N. Okanagan of British Columbia and an increased number of sightings came from below the border. Single birds appeared at Asotin, Wenatchee, Pasco, and Spokane, Wash., and Lewiston in January and February. In s. interior British Columbia there were four sightings of Great Gray Owls in different localities of the Kamloops region (RH), one in the Clearwater Valley (RH), and one at Penticton (SC). In the Invermere vicinity two sightings were obtained Feb. 1 & 6 (LH). In Idaho one was found near Cottonwood Dec. 8 (MH. fide DK). The n. edge of Yellowstone N.P., had one in February (DRS) and one was found in the Absaroka Mrs., s. of Big Timber. Mont. Dec., 11, (PE). In s. interior British Columbia several Saw-whet Owls were found in barns and outbuildings: one picked up starving at Revelstoke soon recovered (JWo). Single birds were found in Washington at Selah (Y.A.S.). Moses L. (RK), and Ephrata (RF).

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH JAYS -- Single Anna's Hummingbirds at feeders at Vernon (JG) and Kamloops (RH) disappeared Dec. 31. A large colony of Lewis' Woodpeckers was reported along the White R., Wamic, Ore. (RDP). A few were reported in the Yakima area and one was near Boardman Jan. 25 (RJK). Yakima had a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Jan. 10 (Y.A.S.) and Umatilla hosted one Jan. 10-Feb. 8 (MC). The only White-headed Woodpeckers reported were one in January at Rimrock L. Yakima Co., Wash. (Y.A.S.) and one Jan. 8 at Sisters, Ore. (R & GS). Over 10.000 Horned Larks were in the Crooked R. grasslands near Bend, Ore. Feb. 28 (TC). A Blue Jay remained at Nelson. B.C., until Feb. 16 (MHo) and one wintered at a feeder at Edgewood, B.C. (A J). One was at Three Forks, Mont., Dec. 2-Feb 12 (RL et al.). At least six Com. Raven roost sites were active at Malheur, each site numbering about 200 birds. A flock of 150+ Pińon Jays frequented the Bend area through the winter (TC) and a flock of 140 was sighted near Pocatello, Ida. in late February (DT). 

CHICKADEES THROUGH WRENS -- American Falls Res. provided remarkable out-of-habitat sightings of six Mountain Chickadees, four Bushtits and a Golden-crowned Kinglet Dec. 20 (CHT). Boreal Chickadees appeared in late December near Troy, Mont., and up Pipe Cr., n. of Libby, Mont. (CW). Red-breasted Nuthatches were decidedly scarce in s. interior British Columbia and in the Bozeman area; numbers were down at Fortine, Mont. also. A Bewick's Wren near Frenchglen, Ore., Jan. 9 was the first for that area since 1876 and the first for Malheur N.W.R. (MA). Three Rock Wrens were sighted there Dec. 19 and one was at Smith Rock S.P., n. of Redmond. Ore. Feb. 28, (TC). 

CATBIRDS THROUGH STARLINGS – Nakusp, B.C. had a remarkable visit by a Gray Catbird eating raisins and suet at a feeder until Jan. 1: it reappeared nearby Feb. 15 (DG, CS). Some 1000 Am. Robins were frequenting Russian olive plantings at Satus, Wash., in late December (B & GR). Three Hermit Thrushes appeared at Klamath Falls in January (SS). A few' Ruby-crowned Kinglets wintered in the Yakima area. Bohemian Waxwings appeared in very large numbers in e. Washington and Idaho and showed up in several Oregon localities as far s. as Klamath Falls, where they appear only every 5-10 years. Bozeman had good numbers but the birds' numbers were apparently low' in other parts of w. Montana and in s. interior British Columbia. Cedar Waxwings were scarce or absent at most localities. A late Water Pipit was at Malheur Jan. 9 (MA). Bend had a Loggerhead Shrike Feb. 18 (F & WVH) and Salmon had one Dec. 19 (HR). Starlings appeared in flocks up to 5000 in e. Washington in December (RF). 

WARBLERS AND BLACKBIRDS -- Twin Falls had two Yellow-rumped Warblers Jan. 2 (JR) and one was seen several times Jan. 4-11 in Idaho Falls, Ida. (RLe). Two of the Myrtle race were found at Satus about Jan. 1 (B & GR) and one was sighted near Vernon Dec. 27 (RH). Vernon also had a Com. Yellowthroat that day (RH). A male Yellow-headed Blackbird was spotted at Blue L., Grant Co., Wash. Jan. 30 (BW) and about ten were in a large flock of Red-winged and Brewer's blackbirds and Starlings at a .feedlot near Moses L., Jan. 15 (RF). At Malheur about 2000 blackbirds, 60% Red-winged and 40% Brewer's concentrated in a livestock feeding area and 400 Brewer's stayed in another. A Brewer's appeared at Fortine Dec. 8 & 11 (WW). Two Brown-headed Cowbirds were found Jan. 30 near Okanogan, Wash. (ME, EH et al.). 

FINCHES -- A Black-headed Grosbeak remained at a Livingston, 
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Mont. feeder until Feb. 6, for the state's first winter record (CL). Evening Grosbeaks showed in good numbers at Wenatchee and in above normal numbers at Klamath Falls, one flock containing 175. The species was reported at very few other localities. A female Purple Finch at a Vernon Feeder December-mid-February was photographed for the first record for the area (MCo). Pine Grosbeaks appeared more often this winter in the Okanagan Valley but were sighted at only 2 other places, Winesap and Wenatchee, Wash. Gray-crowned Rosy Finch sightings were spotty. By far the largest number, 3000, was reported near Chelan, Wash., Dec. 3 (TS). Flocks totaling 285 were at Battle Mountain S.P., Umatilla Co., Ore., Jan. 23 (C & Mc) and 300 were near Menan Buttes, s.c. Ida. Dec. 31 (Ec). The species appeared in good numbers at Salmon and Ketchurn, Ida. A flock near Bozeman contained a partial albino. It was truly a redpoll winter across the Region. Practically every reporting locality had Com. Redpolls, often in high numbers. Only s. and extreme n. Idaho and the Burns and Klamath Falls areas had none. A few Hoary Redpolls appeared. Two were identified in Glacier N.P., Canada in February (MD) and groups up to 10-12 were seen in Lincoln and Sanders Cos., Mont. (CW). In Washington one was sighted at Bridgeport Feb. 11 (KB), one was near Twisp Jan. 20 and near Tonasket Jan. 31 (ME, EH). Pine Siskins were scarce or absent nearly everywhere. About 150 frequented feeders at Rupert however (WHS). Red Crossbills were virtually absent: only Coeur d'Alene and Potlatch, Ida. Spokane and Chewelah, Wash., and Bend reported them. 

SPARROWS -- A Rufous-sided Towhee at Vernon Feb. 23 may have been an early migrant; none are known to have wintered there (JB). Sage Sparrows arrived at Malheur Feb. 22. much earlier than previously thought to. Tree Sparrows wintered in many localities, all w. of the Continental Divide. A lone Chipping Sparrow was found at Smith Rock S.P., Feb. 10 (GW). Single Harris' Sparrows appeared at Umatilla and Umatilla N.W.R. (C & MC, RDP) and at McKay N.W.R., s. of Pendleton (C & MC). One was sighted near Malaga, Wash., in January (SCo) and one was near Bozeman most of the winter (GK). Many Golden-crowned Sparrows were sighted in the Yakima area in December and January (Y.A.S., B & GR). Richland, Rogersburg, and Peshastin, Wash. had single birds (WH, AM, Ro-T) and four were seen in Umatilla (C & MC). A few Fox Sparrows wintered in the Yakima-Wapato area (Y.A.S.). A Lincoln's Sparrow was found Jan. 6 near Midland, Ore. (SS). Lapland Longspurs were very scarce. They were noted in the Klamath Falls area (SS) and single birds were seen near Davenport (BW) and Reardan, Wash. (JA)) and near Am. Falls (JBr, MU). Four were sighted at Malheur, the first ever there and the first since 1876 for the area. Snow Buntings put in a few appearances, mostly in Washington but a few at Fortine, Vernon and Burns. Two moderately large flocks were sighted, 400 in the Davenport-Reardan area (BW) and 250 n.w. of Spokane (JA). 

ADDENDA -- A road-killed Barn Owl was picked up near Libby in April, 1981 (CW). A flock of Blue Jays, estimated at 100, was near Three Forks about Dec. 8, 1980 (VC). The nest box project at Spokane showed a definite recovery from the 1980 season, when Mt. St. Helen's ash devastated nesting attempts. From a total of 77 boxes W. Bluebirds fledged 175 young, Tree Swallows nine, Mountain Chickadees 32, Pygmy Nuthatches eight, and House Wrens 131 (DP). At Oakley, Ida., a male Blue-winged Warbler was well seen May 23, 1981, and two male Bobolinks and a male Indigo Bunting were found near Oakley May 19, 1981 (MJS). 

CORRIGENDA -- The birds attempting to nest in the Salmon vicinity in 1981 were Ospreys, not Bald Eagles (AB 35:963). The N. Parula reported at Kamiak Butte, Wash., in June 1981 (AB 35:963) was not the state's first (see AB 29:719). 
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The Winter Season, 1981-82

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks and Eugene S. Hunn

December in the Region was warmer and wetter than the long term averages, based on the Medford, Portland, and Seattle weather stations. A cold wave in early January held temperatures below freezing throughout January 5-6 in Seattle, January 6-9 in Portland, and January 9-15 in Medford. Thereafter temperatures generally returned to the normal range of 40-50°F. and February was slightly wetter than usual. The January freeze drove sapsuckers and Varied Thrushes conspicuously into the lowlands. An extensive invasion of Bohemian Waxwings and Common Redpolls was also primarily in January. First state records were established for the Black-headed Gull in Oregon and the Brambling in Washington. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- There were only two reports of the Yellow-billed Loon this season, both from Washington during December. This is fewer than usual and follows a below normal count for last year also. A light-phase W. Grebe was found Jan. 31 on Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (JGi, OS). The 44 Eared Grebes on Cordova Bay, Saanich, V.I., Jan. 14 was a high count (RS, fide VG). Twenty N. Fulmars were seen off Tillamook Dec. 12 (HN), and others were reported off the n. Oregon coast into January (fide JE). Three dark-phase N. Fulmars were off Race Rocks, Metchosin, V.I. Jan. 29 (L. McIntosh, fide WC), and in the middle of the Strait of Juan de Fuca Feb. 19 (KT, fide VG). A late Sooty Shearwater Dec. 10 off West Pt. in Seattle established the first King County record (†DH). A few dead Short-tailed Shearwaters and Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were found on n. Oregon beaches (HN). Seven Brown Pelicans Dec. 20 at Cape Arago, Oreg., (AC) were late. In contrast to the distribution of Cattle Egret reports last fall, one on Cortes I., near Campbell River, V.I., in December (fide HT) was the only report n. of the Columbia R. Up to six Cattle Egrets were at Tillamook, Oreg., Dec. 19 (fide HN), and others were scattered along the Oregon coast throughout the period (fide JE). Three Snowy Egrets wintered as usual at Coos Bay, Oreg. (fide JE) and a Great Egret wintered for the fourth consecutive year at Olympia, Wash. (BHT et al.). Great Egrets in ones and twos were found as usual at numerous locations in w. Oregon (fide HN), and 20-30 spent the season near Roseburg (MS). Three ad. Black-crowned Night-Herons were present through the winter at Olympia, Wash. (BHT, J. Davis) where several had been found the previous 2 years. The wintering flock of Black-crowned Night Herons returned to the Umpqua R. site near Roseburg, Oreg. with 28 counted there Feb. 17 (MS). There were also 28 Black-crowneds counted on the Portland CBC at their regular roost along the Columbia R. (fide HNI. Four imm. ibis sp., presumably White-faced, were found Dec. 26- Jan. 5 on Sauvie I. near Portland, Oreg. (JGi, DI, m.ob.). Two were still there Jan. 15, and one Feb. 7+ (fide HN). Another imm. ibis was about 90 mi away at Nahcotta, on Willapa Bay, Wash., Jan. 24 (†C. Wilmes, fide RW).

WATERFOWL -- A large flock of 1000± Whistling Swans wintered just s. of Forest Grove, Oreg. (JGa, BT, JE). A "Bewick's" Whistling Swan was picked out of a flock on Sauvie I., Jan. 2 (†OS, JGi, R. Johnson), and another was seen on the Nehalem meadows, n. of Tillamook, Oreg., Feb. 27 (A. Larrabee, fide HN). Trumpeter Swans wintered in their usual numbers in w. Washington and s. British Columbia. The groups of 5-20 Trumpeters which spent the season s. of Forest Grove (JGa, BT, JE), and near Corvallis (E & EE), were the largest recent concentrations in w. Oregon. The Emperor Goose found at the Veneta sewage ponds, near Eugene, Oreg. in November was present there through the season (m.ob.). Another Emperor Goose was at Ocean Shores, Wash., Jan. 31+ (D. & L. Lindstrom, m.ob.). Two Black Ducks on s. VA., one Dec. 1-Feb. 16at Beacon Hill P., in Victoria, the other Jan. 21-Feb. 19 at Quick's Bottom, Saanich 
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(both fide VG), were presumably from the introduced populations near Vancouver, B.C., and Everett, Wash. There were 8 reports of male "Eur." Green-winged Teal. The two males at the Montlake fill in Seattle had distinct plumage patterns identical to the two that were there the last 2 winters (†EH, †ER, m.ob.). Single males were s. to Cannon Beach, Oreg. Jan. 6 (M. Smith, fide HN), and Reedsport, Oreg., Jan. 30 (MH, SH, MS). Two Blue-winged Teal were at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene Dec. 11 (R & JK, D. & M. Emenhiser, fide EE). A male and one other Cinnamon Teal were in Medford Jan. 2. A male and a female were at nearby Provolt, Oreg. Jan. 19 (MjM), where a pair has wintered in past years. Another Cinnamon Teal was e. of Corvallis Jan. 31 (A. & D. Martin, fide EE). A male' Redhead at Oyster River, s. of Campbell River, V.I., Feb. 14-16 provided the first confirmed local record (†HT et al..). A male Tufted Duck was seen Feb. 14 on Finley N.W.R., s. of Corvallis for only the 2nd or 3rd record for Oregon (T. Dudley et al., ph., FR, fide EE). Another male' Tufted Duck was seen Feb. 8 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (†BHT). 

VULTURES THROUGH RAILS -- A single Turkey Vulture was still near Applegate, in extreme s. Oregon, on Dec. 23 (R. Schnoes, fide MjM). Five Turkey Vultures heading n. along the coastline at Seaside, Oreg., Feb. 18, were the earliest reported northbound migrants (P. Turnbull, fide HN). Sightings from the Willamette Valley began Feb. 19+ (fide EE & HN). The White-tailed Kite winter roost site at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Oreg., was reoccupied this season, with a count of 13 kites there Jan. 3 (J. Carlson, EE, DF, TL). About 30 individuals were reported statewide, and 10± of these were in the Medford area. Single "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawks were found in Olympia, Wash., Dec. 26 (†BHT), on the Skagit flats, Wash., Feb. 6 (†RH et al.), and at Scoggins Valley Park, w. of Portland Dec. 29 (JE, DI). Two "Harlan's" were in Kent, Wash., Jan. 3 (†BHT, EH et al.). Five Red-shouldered Hawks were near Port Orford, Oreg. Dec. 27 (fide DR), and one was at Glide, e. of Roseburg, Jan. 2 & 31 (MH et al., fide MS). The second winter record for w. Oregon of the Ferruginous Hawk was found at the Salem airport Dec. 26 (†HN, JE et al.). Single Ospreys were along the lower Columbia R., at Grays River, Wash., Jan. 2 
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(AR, AM), on Orcas I. w. of Anacortes Wash., Jan 18, (P. DeBruyn, fide TW), and near Reedsport, Oreg., Feb. 6 (MJ, R. Maentz, fide MS). A fairly conservative estimate of the Gyrfalcon sightings indicates that about eight individuals were reported in the Region this winter. A white Gyrfalcon was in Oak Bay and C. Saanich, V.I., Jan. 8-Feb. 6 (fide VG). The others were each described as either dark, brown, or gray-phase birds, and all were found very near the coast. Single Prairie Falcons were located as usual at Eugene (AC), near Medford MjM), and near Roseburg (MS). There was about the usual number of reports of Peregrines and Merlins. A Virginia Rail was found dead at Campbell River, V.I., Dec. 22 (HT). The only Sora reported was one heard Feb. 3 & 28 at the Montlake fill in Seattle (ER). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS -- Single Semipalmated Plovers were at Campbell River, V.I., Jan. 3 (†M. & R. Palmer, fide HT), and at Clover Pt., Victoria, and Cadboro Bay beach, Oak Bay, V.I., Jan. 6-9 (M. Lewis, RM-G et al.., fide VG) for first winter records for both areas. A group of nine Semipalmated Plovers Dec. 19-Feb. 27 was at Ocean Shores, Wash. (DP, MkM, RH et al.). At least one wintered at Tillamook. Oreg. (R & JK, fide EE), and another was in Seattle Jan. 2 (EH). Five Snowy Plover were still at Tillamook Dec. 12 (HN). A Whimbrel and a Willet were on Ediz Hook, near Port Angeles, Wash., Feb. 12-24 (M. Carmody, D. & S. Smith). A Lesser Yellowlegs with two Greaters at Metchosin Lagoon Dec. 25 (VG), and another near Sidney Feb. 6 (KT, fide VG) were very rare winter reports for s. V.I. A Wandering Tattler at Seal Rock, s. of Newport, Oreg, Feb. 21 (R & JK, E & EE) was about 2 months earlier than the usual spring migration and could have been wintering. Two W. Sandpipers were in Victoria Dec. 19 (fide VG). At Grays Harbor, Wash, there were 491 Westerns counted Dec. 19 (fide BHT), 85 on Jan. 10 (MkM, RV), and one Feb. 6 (MkM). These and one at the S.J.C.R., Feb. 17 (HN) were the only reports. Five Long-billed Dowitchers lingered until Dec. 13 at the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds (DH), and one was in Metchosin, V.I., Dec. 19-Jan. 1 (VG). Single Parasitic Jaegers were still at Seattle Dec. 7 (DH), and off Cape Arago, Oreg. Dec. 20 (AC). Two Pomarine jaegers noted from the jetty at Ocean Shores, Wash., Feb. 27 (†EH et al.) were about 2 months earlier than the usual spring migration and could have been wintering birds. The usual 2 dozen or so Glaucous Gulls were spread throughout the Region. A Franklin's Gull Jan. 3 at Kent, Wash., was very late (†BHT, D. MacRae). A Little Gull was seen Dec. 2 at Nye Beach, on Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (F. Schrock, fide JE). and another was seen Feb. 14-19 off West Pt. in Seattle (T. Schooley, †DH). Both were with flocks of Bonaparte's Gulls. A Black-headed Gull was found Dec. 20 near Astoria, Oreg, for the first state record (†OS, JGi, D. Bump). A previous report of an immature at Sunset Beach, Oreg., June 27, 1977 (Roberson, Rare Birds of the West Coast, p. 197) was not accepted by the Oregon Bird Records Committee (Oregon Birds 7 84, 1981). A Black-legged Kittiwake, scarce away from the outer coast, was at West Pt., in Seattle Dec. 13-14 (†DH, B. Reichert). Dead Red-legged Kittiwakes, very rare anywhere in the Region, were found at Cannon Beach, Oreg. Dec. 30, (DKa, .fide HN), and at Sunset Beach, Oreg., Jan. 24 (†HN). These provided the 4th and 5th Oregon records, and were the first since 1955. All were found dead. A Com. Tern seen Dec. 2 off the Nisqually R. mouth in lower Puget Sound (BHT) was very late. 

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Only seven Snowy Owls were reported this season. One at the S.J.C.R., Dec. 20 (DF et al.) was the farthest s. Two were on the Skagit flats, Wash., Jan. 16-Feb. 27 (m.ob.), and two were at Ocean Shores, Wash. Feb. 20-27 (EH et al.) A Hawk Owl wintered on Boundary Bay in Delta, B.C. (DKr, mob.). About seven Burrowing Owls were found in w. Oregon, with singles at Newport, s. of Corvallis, at the Eugene airport, and at Coos Bay (fide JE & EE), and at least three in the Medford area (M. Paczolt, MjM). A Barred Owl was heard Dec. 15 at the Friday harbor Laboratory on San Juan 1. (S. Speich). All-time high counts of Anna's Hummingbirds were set or tied on the Medford, Eugene, Seattle, Bellingham, and Victoria CBCs. A female Rufous Hummingbird was seen Dec. 2-Feb. 3 along with three male and two female Anna's at a feeder in Saanich, V.I. (M & RM-G, fide VG). Rufous Hummingbirds appeared on schedule Feb. 21 in Coos Bay, Oreg. (Rob Lawrence, fide HN). All ten of the reports of "Red-breasted" Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers from w Washington were during Jan 2-10, a period of heavy snows in the Cascades A female Willamson's Sapsucker was photographed in Ashland Jan. 15 (J. Miller, fide ?MjM) for a most unusual winter record. Eight White-headed Woodpeckers were w. of the Cascade crest to Shady Cove in the Rogue R. valley of s. Oregon Feb 16 (A. Briggs, fide MjM). A Black Phoebe was near Corvallis Jan 28- Feb. 9 (A. & G. Ansell et al.., fide EE) for only the third Willamette Valley record, and two were found at the usual n. limit of their range near Medford (MjM). Two Say's Phoebes were between Port Orford and Bandon, Oreg. Dec. 27 (fide DR), and at least one was present near Medford Dec. 30 - Feb. 27 (MjM). The first Violet-green Swallows were reported Feb. 21; 100 over the Central Point sewage ponds near Medford (MjM), three near Corvallis (A. & K. Cromack, fide EE), and a flock at American L., Tacoma, Wash. (W. Wilkins). The species was widespread throughout the Region within a week. Three Tree Swallows, found Dec. 27 on the Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash. (†W. Cady et al.), are the only records for the state between late October and late January. Whether these individuals were wintering or were very early spring arrivals is unknown. Otherwise, the first few migrant Tree Swallows were found Feb. 2-9 at Finley N.W.R., Coos Bay, and Eugene, Oreg., and on the Nisqually N .W.R., Wash. The main arrival was during the last week of February. 

JAYS THROUGH WAXWINGS -- A Blue Jay appeared at a feeder in Centralia, Wash., Jan. 1 (N. Dunn). Two Black-billed Magpies were seen Feb. 6-21 on the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., where two were seen last September (BHT, R. Barchiesi). Single magpies were in Saanich, V.I., Feb. 10 (†M. Elston, fide VG), and near Duncan, V.I., Feb. 26 (WC, fide VG). A Clark's Nutcracker was on Saddle Mt., e. of Seaside, Oreg. Jan. 1 (DKa, fide HN). Mountain Chickadees continued to be noted in the lowlands of s.w. British Columbia and n.w. Washington through the period. Record high counts of Bushtits were set on CBCs at Victoria, Seattle, Grays Harbor, and Kent, Wash., following record high counts last year at several of these areas. However, the count of Bushtits on the Eugene and Medford CBCs were the lowest in the last several years (fide SG, MjM). A Dipper carried nesting material under the Highway 1 bridge over the Goldstream R., just w. of Victoria Feb. 5 (VG). A group of 10 Winter Wrens probably roosted Jan. 4 & 6 in VG's attic in Metchosin, V.I., during the severe cold. Single Mockingbirds were found in Langlois, n. of Port Orford, Oreg., Dec. 27, (DR), and in downtown Portland, Jan. 26, (T. White, fide HN). About 500 Varied Thrushes were around Ocean Shores, Wash., Jan. 10 (MkM, RV). All had gone by Feb. 6 (MkM). Higher than usual numbers of Varied Thrushes were also noted Jan. 5-12 at Metchosin, V.I. (VG), Grays River, e of Willapa Bay, Wash. (AR, AM), and at Ashland, Oreg. (MjM). The count of 256 W. Bluebirds on the Medford CBC was the highest there since 1973 (fide MjM). A Mountain Bluebird was seen Dec. 19 at Fort Flagler S.P., near Port Townsend (†E. Stopps et al.). New record high counts of Golden-crowned Kinglets were set on the Victoria, Bellingham, and Seattle CBCs. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was found Nov. 19-Dec. 1 in Kitsilano P, Vancouver, B.C., for the second record for British Columbia (M. Price et al.., ph., R. Cannings & R. Weber, fide WW). The previous British Columbia record was Nov. 10-11, 1963, at Victoria, and the only Washington record was on nearby Whidbey I., Nov 10-16, 1978. Bohemian Waxwings staged a widespread invasion throughout the Region. Groups of 2-6 reached s. to Medford and Ashland, Oreg. (fide MjM), and 150 were tallied on the Corvallis CBC (fide EE). Flocks of 40-60 Bohemians were noted in the Vancouver, B.C., area (fide DKr), in Bellingham (TW), Seattle (H. Fray), and near Marblemount, Wash. (K. Brown et al.) and in Portland (JGI, T. Morgan, fide HN) and Salem, Oreg. (fide RP). 

WARBLERS THROUGH LONGSPURS -- A Tennessee Warbler was found Nov. 26-30 at a feeder in Eugene (M. & M. Dembrow, ph., SG) for the second winter record for Oregon. A Nashville Warbler was at the Marine Science Center in Newport Jan. 8-13 (R. Bayer, B. Olson et al., fide EE). A few "Myrtle" Yellow-rumped Warblers were in Saanich, V.I., through the season (fide VG). However, the center of abundance in our area is within the range of the Pacific Wax Myrtle (Myrica californica) on the outer coast, where 1092 "Myrtles" were tallied on the Grays Harbor CBC. The usual few Palm Warblers 
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were noted from Coos Bay n. to Grays Harbor. Single male Wilson's Warblers were found Jan. 18 at a feeder in Albany, Oreg., (B. Orr, fide EE), and Feb. 10 in Juanita, near Seattle, Wash. (C. Pearson). The Juanita bird was the first record for Washington between December and late April. A male Yellow-headed Blackbird was in Saanich. V.I. Dec. 19, and an imm. male was in C. Saanich the same day (RS. fide VGI. Two Brown-headed Cowbirds in Campbell River, V.I. supplied the first local winter record (B. & B. Phipps, fide HT). A winter-plumaged male Brambling appeared briefly Jan. 6-7 at a feeder in Issaquah, Wash. (ph., H. Kunkle). The bird then reappeared nearby and stayed Jan. 16+ at a feeder along L. Sammamish, e. of Seattle (A. & N. Lang, m.ob.). It provided the first record for Washington (†T. Weir. †B. & P. Evans, †EH, †PM. †MD, ph. DP, MD) and was only the fourth record for the West Coast s. of Alaska (Roberson, Rare Birds of the West Coast. p. 439). Many more Evening Grosbeaks than usual were in the Medford-Ashland area during January and February (MjM). Single male Cassin's Finches were noted at feeders in Beaverton, Oreg. Jan. 9 (JGi. fide JE), and in Ashland, Oreg., Jan. 21-Feb. 26 (MjM). Common Redpolls were widespread in w. Washington. Several were on Leadbetter Pt., by Dec. 14 (RW), and flocks of 30-50 were found on the Skagit flats. in Seattle, in Woodinville. and on the Nisqually N.W.R. during January and February. Single male redpolls were at feeders in Beaverton and Gaston, Oreg. (G. Walthall, JGa. fide HN). Many of the redpolls were in flocks of Pine Siskins which were abundant throughout the Region. In contrast, only a very few small flocks and groups of 2-3 Red Crossbills were noted. There were no further reports of White-winged Crossbills following the incursions last fall. A Brown Towhee was present Feb. l0 near Myrtle Creek, Oreg. (MS, MJ). A late Savannah Sparrow was on Mary Tod I., Oak Bay, V.I. Dec. 19 (fide VG). A Grasshopper Sparrow was seen Jan. 4 in Alton Baker P., Eugene, Oreg., and that bird was found dead in the snow a few days later (DF, TL) for probably the first winter record for the state. The specimen was identified as being of the w. race perpallida (A. Rey, fide DFI. A Tree Sparrow was found at Eugene, Jan. 3 (†MP, SHL and 2-3 Tree Sparrows were seen in Dungeness. Kent. and the Skagit flats, Wash. through the season. A Clay-colored Sparrow was found in Alton Baker P., Eugene, Jan. 2-5 for about the eighth record for Oregon (DF. TL A. Prigge. H. Wisher). A few White-crowned Sparrows wintered n. to Campbell River. V.I. (HT). There were the usual 15 White-throated Sparrows reported this season from w. Oregon. Three White-throateds also wintered on V.I. (fide VG) and three were found in w. Wash. Five Swamp Sparrows were seen this winter in w. Oregon. Singles were in Albany Dec. 6 (RP), at Coos Bay Dec. 20 (fide JE), in Portland Jan. 3 on Finley N.W.R., Jan. 30-31 (MP. fide EE). and on Sauvie I. Feb. 6 (4-HNI. Another Swamp Sparrow was in Saanich, V.I., Feb. 13 (†J, MacGregor, .fide VG). The only Lapland Longspurs reported were one-two near Corvallis Dec. 25-Jan. 1 (fide EE). 

INITIALED OBSERVERS and ABBREVIATIONS: with Sub-Regional Editors in boldface -- Wayne Campbell, Alan Contreras, Mark Daly, Elsie & Elzy Eltzroth, Joe Evanich, David Fix, John Gatchett (JGa), Jeff Gilligan (JGi). Vic Goodwill, Steve Gordon, Bill Harrington-Tweit (BHT). Steve Heinl, Rick Hudson. Matt Hunter. Dave Hutchinson. David Irons. Meredith Jones. Durrell Kapan (DKa), Rick & Jan Krabbe, Doug Kragh (DKr). Tom Lund. Margaret & Rob Mackenzie-Grieve. Marjorie Moore (MjM) Mike Moore (MkM), Ann Musche. Harry Nehls, Richard Palmer. Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Fred Ramsey. Ellen Ratoosh. Alan Richards. Dennis Rogers. Run Satterfield, Martha Sawyer, Owen Schmidt. Keith Taylor, Berta Teale, Howard Telosky, Richard Veit. Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Ralph Widrig. V.I. = Vancouver I., B.C., S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R. Oregon, and (†) = written description on file.


Spring Migration, 1982

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers

 Spring in the Region was, in general, late, in some areas as much as two or three weeks, the result of deep snow packs in the mountains and cold, wet weather. Although May was very dry in most areas, runoff from the mountains kept moisture conditions good and water levels high. Many observers commented that spring arrivals were late. Some migrants piled up in the lowlands waiting for favorable conditions before moving north or into the mountains and some winter visitors, notably redpolls lingered much later than usual. 

LOONS AND GREBES -- A Red-throated Loon, no details supplied, was seen repeatedly near Moscow, Ida. in May (GW). A Red-necked Grebe in early May near Nampa, Ida., was apparently the first ever for that area (MC). About 4400 Eared Grebes were on Stinking L., Malheur N.W.R. (hereafter, Malheur), Burns, Ore., Apr. 21. Western Grebes arrived early at Malheur and at least 50 died, apparently because they arrived in poor condition and high water had dispersed their carp food, making it hard to get. A single light-phase bird, quite rare there, was seen May 16 (TC). 

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS -- A flock of ten White Pelicans near La Grande, Ore., Apr. 15 was extremely unusual (J & MM) and a Double-crested Cormorant there Apr. 24-25 was noteworthy (JE et al.). 

HERONS THROUGH IBISES -- Great Blue Herons and Great Egrets showed a substantial increase at Malheur, about 1000 of the former nesting. but Snowy Egret numbers were down. Four Cattle Egrets arrived at Pocatello, Ida. May 4 and remained (CHT). Snowy Egret numbers there remained low, with no more than five birds (CHT). A single Snowy at Joseph Apr. 15-22 furnished n.e. Oregon's second record (FC, RA et al.). Of 130 Black-crowned Night Herons banded in s. Idaho this spring most were over three years old, signifying trouble there (CHT). The species continued to show lower numbers at Malheur. Lewiston, Ida. had a Black-crowned at Hells Gate P. May 1 (C.B.). The call of a Least Bittern was taped at Malheur at the end of May (TC, JG. HN et al.). A White-faced Ibis near Boardman, Ore. May 20-26 was a first for that area (RK) and Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont. had a rare sighting of one May 13 (RRS). 

WATERFOWL -- Whistling Swan numbers looked very good. The highest count was 11,380 at Malheur. Unusually large counts for their localities were 1500 at Ennis L., Ennis, Mont. and 500 in the Colville Valley, Wash. Trumpeter Swan pairs at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. stood at 71, down from last year's 81 but their numbers were up at Malheur. The birds were still hanging on at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash. with 4-5 birds. Peak goose numbers at Malheur were: Canada, 14,505; White-fronted, 4420; Snow, 113,000, and Ross', 4675. Canadas that wintered at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash. had a peak of 8000. The breeding population of Canadas at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida., was up 25% over 1981. A Brant was on the Snake R., near Clarkston, Wash., Apr. 4-5 (RN. LLaV, MKI. Carry Res., Boardman, had 25 White-fronted Mar. 23 (RK); four stayed at Swan L., Vernon, B.C. Apr. 21-May 8 (MCo) and one was at Tranquille, B.C. Mar. 6-7 (RH). The species peaked at 1500 on Conley L. s. of Union. Ore. Over 10,000 Snow Geese were at Summer L., Lake Co., Ore. and Ross' peaked in the Klamath L., Ore. area at 10,000-12,000. A few more than usual Ross' were reported out of their normal migration pathway: one near Lewiston (C.B.); up to four at Reardan, Wash. (JA, BW); one at Creston, Wash. (BW); one at Market L., Roberts, Ida., (ECI, two at Malheur (DT). and "several" at Metcalf N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. (fide CP). The highest Pintail count was 183,000 at Malheur. Gadwall at Turnbull N.W.R reached 1000+. Blue-winged Teal numbers were low at Malheur, indicating favorable habitat e. of Oregon. In drought years they continue NW from the Great Plains and boost numbers in e. Oregon (CDL). A duck believed to be a male Cinnamon x Blue-winged Teal was sighted at Alkali L., Bonanza, Ore., Apr. 28 (SS). A very few Eur. Wigeon appeared in every state and province except Montana. A male Wood Duck at Market L. was notable (EC). Canvasback at Malheur reached 3065; Turnbull N.W.R. had nearly 400, and Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., 150. Up to 60 were counted on a Pocatello pond. Three Barrow's Goldeneye at La Grande in April were quite unusual--the species does not breed or even summer in the mountains of n.e. Oregon (JE, JC). A pair of Harlequin Ducks, extremely rare in e. Oregon, was sighted near La Grande in May (J & MM) and a pair on the Snake R. near Shelley, Ida. was apparently the first for that locality (EC, SR, KS). The only White-winged Scoters reported were in British Columbia: 65 on Chapperon L., s.e. of Kamloops (RH) and one in Kootenay N.P. (MP). Salmon Arm, B.C., had 12 Surf Scoters May 9 (RH). Ruddy Ducks at Malheur reached a count of 16,275, the highest in recent years. Red-breasted Mergansers on L. Roosevelt n. of Kettle Falls, Wash., furnished first sighting of the species in that area (SZ). Two sightings were in the Lewiston vicinity (RN). 

VULTURES AND HAWKS -- A Turkey Vulture was spotted over the Snake R. at Rogersburg, Wash., where the species is rare (AM). White-tailed Kites were observed at least once a week from late April on from Harper, Ore., to Parma, Ida., mostly over desert but also in fertile valleys (JH). A Broad-winged Hawk appeared at Massacre Rock S.P., Power Co., Ida., May 1 (RKo, CHT). A Swainson’s Hawk at Fortine, Mont. was noteworthy (WW) and one near Kettle Falls was Nisbet's second for the county. One observer was convinced that Ferruginous Hawks are in serious trouble in e. Oregon, with very few sighted (TC). Nesting success for Golden Eagles at Malheur was only 35% for traditional nesting sites, believed the result of very low black-tailed jackrabbit numbers (CDL). A massive migration of Golden and Bald eagles occurred in the Shields R. valley, Park Co., Mont., Mar. 30. On the wing were 21 Goldens and 70 Balds, plus more on the ground including a roost of 23 Balds. A large number of Bald Eagles was reported feeding on ground squirrels at Cascade, Mont., at about the same time (AH). A pair of Bald Eagles appeared to be nesting an Ennis L., Ennis, Mont. (PDS) and a pair hatched one young at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. There were apparently up to three active nests of the species on Kootenai N.F., n.w. Montana (CW). Three Bald Eagles, one perched by a nest. were near Fairmont Hot Springs, B.C., May 8 (P & RBI and two active nests were on Wilmer Nat'l Wildlife Area, Brisco, B.C., Mar. 16 (LH). A pair of Ospreys was apparently nesting inside the Bend. Ore., city limits for the first time in many years (TC). Ospreys were attempting to nest on a light pole at Lemhi County, Ida. Fairgrounds (HR). A pair of this species was nesting at Brisco. B.C. (LH). Four Gyrfalcon and two Peregrine Falcon sightings were reported. 
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S.A.
A carefully-described Hobby (Falco subbuteo) was observed in the Nicola Valley n.e. of Merritt, B.C., May 22. It wore no jesses. Colin Trefry, Reifel Refuge warden, and Jim Burbridge, Kelowna, B.C., asserted "there are no Hobbies kept in captivity anywhere in British Columbia or adjacent states and provinces" and that it was probably wild. Richard

Ryan, New Jersey zoo director, who monitors wild bird imports, found no record of falconers with Hobbies. He noted that it might be an illegal bird but commented it is more probable that the bird is of wild origin." It would make North America's second record (BK).


GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Up to 35 Sage Grouse were on the lek s. of Creston, Wash. (BW) and Douglas County, Wash. reported 14 males and two females (LW et al.). The lek near Baker, Ore., peaked at about 65 birds (JE et al.). A total of 24 Sharp-tailed Grouse was sighted e. of Creston (BW). In the Pocatello area one traditional site had no birds and another had 30 males, down from the previous 50 (CHT). Three tom and four hen Turkeys were seen n.w. of Ovando, Mont. (SF, JB) and birds with young were observed near Trout Creek and Heron, Mont. (CW). Two were flushed in Ladd Canyon s.e. of La Grande (DM). 

CRANES THROUGH GALLINULES -- About 2000 Sandhill Cranes spent February-April near Othello, Wash. (JR) and up to 1500 rested at the traditional St. Andrews, Wash., site in early April (RF, BW). Lesser Sandhill Cranes built up to an unusual peak of 9815 at Malheur when inclement weather delayed their departure. About nine Sandhills returned to their breeding area near La Grande (JE) and the species returned to the nesting site in Pleasant Valley, Flathead Co., Mont. (CW). A Yellow Rail was reported for Columbia N.W.R., Othello for apparently e. Washington's second record (JEr). A Common Gallinule was again seen and photographed at Malheur May 12 (ST, BE, TC), providing a third record for e. Oregon. 

SHOREBIRDS -- A meager sprinkling of Semipalmated Plovers was noted migrating through Idaho, Oregon and British Columbia, the largest number, eight, at Springfield, Ida. (DT). The species is becoming a regular migrant at Malheur (CDL). The only Black-bellied Plovers noted were one near Lowden, Wash. (DL, SW, SM); three at Malheur, and one at Cormana L., w. of Harrington, Wash. (JHi). Two Whimbrel were sighted near Merrill, Ore., Apr. 27 and 13 were with Long-billed Curlews at Lower Klamath N.W.R., Apr. 29 (SS). At least eight Upland Sandpipers were on the nesting grounds in the Spokane Valley May 16 (BW). Single Solitary Sandpipers, scarce spring migrants in n. Idaho, were seen at Cougar Bay, Coeur d' Alene L. (SGS) and Hauser L. (JA). Lower Klamath N.W.R. had a remarkable 175 Greater Yellowlegs on the Oregon side and over 200 in the California portion Mar. 27 (SS). In Kootenai County, Ida., where both yellowlegs species are rare migrants, two Greater and up to eight Lesser were found (SGS). The only Red Knot was one in breeding plumage s. of Nampa May 4 (MC). A Dunlin and a Semipalmated Sandpiper near Nampa May 4 were noteworthy (MC). Two Short-billed Dowitchers were at White L., Lower Klamath N.W.R., for the only report (SS). An unusually large flock of 200+ Long-billed Dowitchers was at Tranquille, B.C. (RR). Highly notable were 14 Marbled Godwits at Joseph, Ore., Apr. 28 (FC) and nine near Lowden the same day (MD et al.). A Sanderling at Malheur May 5 was the only one reported (SC, SLi). Four Am. Avocets at Black L. May 2 made only the second Kootenai Co., Ida. sighting since 1914 (SGS). "Good numbers" of Black-necked Stilts were reported in the Columbia Basin of c. Washington (WD). 

PHALAROPES THROUGH TERNS -- A Wilson's Phalarope at Black L. was noteworthy (SGS). The only reports of N. Phalaropes were of eight at Malheur and two at Tumalo Res., Ore. (SG). A Pomarine Jaeger was photographed at Banks L., Grant Co., Wash. May 29 (SHa). A Glaucous Gull was at Lower Granite Dam, Whitman Co., Wash., Apr. 18 (RSc) and two at Fortine, Mont., May 19 made Weydemeyer's third spring record there. Six Herring Gulls near Kimberley, B.C., Mar. 27 were noteworthy (MW) and 2-4 were at Lewiston (MK, PP, MS). A first-year Thayer's Gull was photographed at Lower Granite Apr. 24 (JW). Five Bonaparte's Gulls near Colville, Wash., may be the first for that latilong (SZ). A Black-legged Kittiwake was identified at Magic Res., s. of Hailey, Ida., May 14 (MC), apparently a new species for Idaho. A Forster's Tern was at La Grande for the fourth or fifth county record (JE, SC) and a Caspian was at Joseph (FC). The first Com. Tern for n.e. Oregon was one at Thief Valley Res., s. of Union May 13 (JE). Malheur's third and fourth sightings occurred May 11 (DS) and May 28 (GO). 

PIGEONS THROUGH OWLS -- A Band-tailed Pigeon appeared May 30 s. of Boise (MC) and at Bend, Ore., May 13 (TC). A flock of 12+ was sighted at Cache Cr., B.C., Apr. 17 (TH) and one at Salmo, B.C. May 3-4 may be the first for that area (DB). Two Flammulated Owls were heard near last year's nest site near Kamloops, B.C. (RH) and the species was heard at the 1981 nest site near Penticton, B.C. (SRC). Several pairs of Burrowing Owls survived the severe winter at Malheur and were nesting. The sighting of one near Enterprise was very unusual (FC). One was resident at Douglas L. in the s. Okanagan Mar. 12-May 9 (RH). The species is now very rare in British Columbia. Barred Owls were reported nesting again at Doak L. and Granite Cr., near Libby, Mont. (CW) and one was heard near St. Regis, Mont., Apr. 22 (DA). A pair brought off a brood at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. (RW) and one appeared at Asotin, Wash (SCk). Spotted Owls were located at three places in the Klamath Basin (SS). A Great Gray Owl was seen several times near Kamloops, one at Chase, B.C. was a traffic casualty (RH), and one stayed at Kimberley for a month (MW). A pair was seen regularly for a month near Invermere, B.C. (LH). The only Boreal Owl reported was one heard near Invermere Mar. 11 (LH). Saw-whet Owls were found near Wenatchee, (WD) Chewelah (JN); in the Wenas Cr. area Yakima Co., Wash., (Y.A.S.) at Malheur (one dead), and at Bozeman, Mont., (K & SB, CVD). Their numbers were up in Kootenai N.F. (CW) 

POORWILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- The only Poorwill records were of one near Frenchglen, Ore, May 31 and one near Yakima May 11. Common Nighthawk numbers in e. Oregon appeared down, continuing a trend of several years (TC). An unusual concentration of 75 Black Swifts was over Swan L., near Vernon May 29 (PMcA). Up to 1500 Vaux's Swifts were at Walla Walla for two weeks in May (B.M.A.S.). White-throated Swifts returned to their nesting site at Smith Rocks S.P., Redmond, Ore., May 8 (TC, SG). The species was also found in the Steens Mts., near Roaring Springs Ranch, Ore. May 29-30 (TC). Five over the Snake R., near Clarkston, Wash. were the first for that area (PS, A & NS). Hummingbird numbers in general appeared to be up. Black-chinned Hummingbirds were considered becoming regular in s.e. Oregon; they were seen three times at Malheur and one was s. of Fields May 29 (TC, JG et al.) A male at Bozeman made only the second sighting for the latilong (RAH & ETH). The species was also noted at Lincoln, Mont., and one was reported at Blue R. in Okanagan, far n. of the species' normal range (CR). Anna's were reported as the most common species at La Pine, Ore. Single Broad-tailed Hummingbirds appeared at Bend and La Grande (TC, JE). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- White-headed Woodpeckers were reported for a new locality--Heron, Mont., and the nearby Bull R. (CW). A Least Flycatcher was sighted May 29 at Lavington, B.C. (JGr) and Oregon's fourth for the species was photographed at Roaring Springs Ranch on the same date (TC, JG, OS). A Purple Martin at Malheur Mar. 15 made the third record there (DSe). 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS -- The Blue Jay that wintered at Edgewood, B.C., lingered at a feeder until mid-May (GD) and one was sighted in mid-May at Boise (MC). Seventeen of the 55 bluebird boxes along the Old Ellensburg Road to Yakima had nesting House Wrens (Y.A.S.). Bewick's Wrens were not found at the usual spots near Yakima but one was sighted at Lewis & Clark S.P., near Dayton, Wash., Mar. 27-28 (MK, PP, LLaV) & May 26 (Y.A.S.). The species was increasing at Walla Walla (SM). 

MIMIC THRUSHES THROUGH SHRIKES -- Single Mockingbird sightings were at Bend May 16-17 for the first Deschutes County record (FVH) and in La Grande Mar. 25-Apr. 29, n.e. Oregon's first (C & KC, JE, RS). A Loggerhead Shrike was at White L., near Penticton, B.C., May 8 (JO). The species is very rare in British Columbia. 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A rare occasion was the sighting of a Hutton's Vireo at Malheur May 16 (TC). Single Black-and-white 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Warblers appeared at Malheur and Fields, Ore. (HN, TC, JG, SG). A singing male, the second for the Montana part of the Region, was near Bozeman May 13 (DS, PDS, SCo). Tennessee Warblers were becoming regular though uncommon migrants in the Malheur-Frenchglen-Steens Mt. area (TC, HN, SL). Kootenay N.P. had five May 19 (MP) and one was in Bend May 8 (JC, SG). A male Black-throated Green Warbler, e. Oregon's fourth, was photographed May 21 at Pike Cr., Steens Mt., Harney Co., Ore. (SH). A breeding-plumaged male Blackpoll Warbler was at Rupert, Ida. May 22 (WHS). An Ovenbird visited Malheur May 29 (SG et al.) and a N. Waterthrush was at Alvord Ranch, Ore. the same day (TC, HN, JG, OS). A Connecticut Warbler at Bend May 20 was Oregon's first (TC). A migrating Com. Yellowthroat, Woodley's first at Richland since 1970, was sighted May 23. A male Am. Redstart at Hart Mt., n. of Adel, Ore., was noteworthy (SH). 

BLACKBIRDS -- At least 15 Bobolinks had returned to Toppenish N.W.R., Wash. by late May. The species has been nesting at Fortine for at least the last sixty years (WW). Good numbers were in the Cusick-Usk-Calispell L., Wash., area but the species was scarce at Chewelah (JN, JHi). Two males were sighted at Boise May 29 (J1). Two pairs of Com. Grackles, apparently nesting, were seen at Salmon, Ida. May 23 (HR). A pair appeared at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. (RRS) and one was at Walla Walla May 18 (SM et al.), all first records for their areas. 

FINCHES -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak appeared at Malheur May 27 (MB) and a female appeared at Hart Mt., May 29 (SH). A singing male Blue Grosbeak was at Boise May 31 and a singing male Indigo Bunting was sighted there May 8 (MC). An Indigo x Lazuli Bunting was found May 21 at Pike's Cr., Steens Mt., near where an ad. male was on territory in 1976 (SH) and another supposed hybrid, banded a! Pocatello last year, returned (J J). Two Hoary Redpolls were in a flock of Com. Redpolls at Rayleigh, B.C., Mar. 21 (RH). A few Hoaries were noted in the Windermere, B.C. vicinity (MP) and one was seen at Chewelah (JN). The only Lesser Goldfinch reported was a male at Page Springs C.G., near Malheur May 28 (DT). A Lawrence's Goldfinch, Washington's first, was positively identified at Roosevelt Apr. 17 (Y.A.S.). A pair of Red Crossbills at Richland May 6 was Woodley's first ever there. The Grasshopper Sparrow colony near Pilot Rock, Ore. was occupied again this year (CCo, REW). A Sage Sparrow near Enterprise Mar. 18 was noteworthy (FC). A Lark Sparrow was at Nakusp, B.C., May 19 (BS) and one at Kamloops May 15 was near the n. limit of its range (RH). A Harris' Sparrow a! Helena lingered into early May (CB). Single White-throated Sparrows were sighted twice at Malheur (TC, JE); at Wapato, Wash. (HD); at Walla Walla (RFI et al.) and at Lewis & Clark S.P. (B.M.A.S.). Livingston, Mont. had one May 8 (CL); Libby, Mont. one Apr. 28 (CW) and one was with Golden-crowned Sparrows at Smith Rocks S.P. May 9 (SG). The Davenport, Wash., cemetery had two Golden-crowneds May 3 and Spokane had one May 8-9 (JA). Three ad. males and one female Lapland Longspurs in breeding plumage were found near St. Andrews Apr. 16 (JA). An unusually large flock of 125+ birds of this species was near Kamloops Apr. 4 (RH). Flocks of Snow Buntings were still in Douglas County, Wash., Apr. 6 (RF) 

ADDENDUM -- The remains of a Barn Owl were found at Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, Mont. Feb. 16 for the first certain record w. of the Continental Divide in Montana (FT). 

OBSERVERS CITED- James Acton, Ralph Anderson, Deborah Anson, Myra Barnes, Chuck Beveridge, Blue Mt. Audubon Society (B.M.A.S.), Keith & Sally Boggs, Jim Brown, Phyllis & Roger Burwell, David Bush, Steve R. Cannings, Canyon Birders (C.B.), Jim Carlson, Eddie Chew, Cilia & Kent Coe, Mark Collie, Mary Collins (MCo), Frank Conley, Steve Cook (SCk), Craig Corder (CCo). Sharon Cotterell (SCo), Thomas Crabtree, Stuart Croghan, Gary Davidson, C.V. Davis, Mike Denny, Wayne Doane, Helen Doornink, Brad Ehlers, Jim Erkman (JEr), Joe Evanich, Ruth Flanagan (RFI), Ron Friesz, Sid Frissell, Jeff Gilligan, James Grant (JGr), Steve Gordon, John Haas, Scott Hall (SHa), Al Harmata, Larry Halverson, R.A. & E.T. Hays, Steve Herman, Jerry Hickman (JHi), Rick Howie, Terry Hurst, Jim Irwin, Joe Jeppson, Brian Kautesk, Ronald Klein, Rolf Koford (RKo), Merlene Koliner, Louise LaVoie (LLaV), Steve Layman, Susan Lindstedt (SLi), Don Lee, C.D. Littlefield, Cary Lund, Pat McAllister (PMcA), Joann & Mike Mahoney, Alice Montag, Doug Moser, Shirley Muse, Harry Nehls, Ron Neu, Jack Nisbet, Ginny Oesteria, John Olmstead, Peggy Pedigo, Marian Porter, Colleen Powell, James Rees, Sylvia Reichel, Clara & Ralph Ritcey, Hadley Roberts, Reed Sanderson, Rusty Scalf (RSc), Millie Schmidt, Owen Schmidt, Brian Scott, Dan Severson (DSc), W.H. Shillington, Richard R. Sjostrom, Don & P.D. Skaar, Arthur & Nancy Stabler, Kit Struthers, Shirley G. Sturts, Paul Sullivan, Steve Summers, Dan Taylor, Steven Thompson, Fred Tilley, C.H. Trost, Faye VanHise, Larry Wadkins, Griff Walker, John Weber, Ron Weeks, Winton Weydemeyer, Bart Whelton, Mildred White, Susan Wierenga, Carl Wolf, R.E. Woodley, Yakima Audubon Society (Y.A.S.), Steve Zender. James Rees reported for Columbia N.W.R., Larry Napier for Kootenai N.W.R., and Jack Hagan for Turnbull N.W.R. Carroll D. Littlefield's report for Malheur N.W.R. included observations by Larry Ditto and Dave Paullin in addition to those cited.


Spring Migration, 1982

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION /Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. and Eugene S. Hunn 

After normal weather throughout the Region during March and April, May was distinctly dry. Rainfall that month totalled 28% of normal at the Medford, Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver weather stations. The season was marked by the occurrence of many species normally found south and east of the Region. Several observers who were in the field almost daily indicated that particularly large influxes of migratory passerines occurred in the Willamette Valley of Oregon March 19 and April 9, on the Washington coast and in Puget Sound April 21-22, and throughout western Oregon April 24-27. 

ABBREVIATIONS -- S.J.C.R.: South Jetty, Columbia River; V.I.: Vancouver Island, B.C.; Van.: Vancouver, B.C., †: written description on file. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- The only Yellow-billed Loons reported were singles in winter plumage found Mar. 14 off French Beach, Renfrew Land District, V.I. (KT), and Apr. 24-May 2 on Netarts Bay, Oreg, (JG et al.., R & JK). A Laysan Albatross was seen about 70 mi n.n.w. of Cape Blanco, Oreg. Mar. 31 (Geof Partington, fide VG). An early boat trip off Westport, Wash., Mar. 28 located about 26 Black-looted Albatrosses, 21 N. Fulmars, and 400 Sooty Shearwaters (TW et al.). The 3-400 N. Fulmars encountered Apr. 25 off Newport, Oreg. was a high count (DA, JG et al.) About 25 Pink-footed Shearwaters were off Newport Apr. 25, and 72 were off Westport May 9 (TW et al.). A single Flesh-looted Shearwater was seen off Westport May 9 (TW et al.). A Manx-type shearwater seen at close range off Newport on the unusual date of Mar. 28 was thought to be opisthomelas (Mark Smith et al.). Nine Mottled Petrels were seen Mar. 31, 1981, 60 mi off Waldport, Oreg., (†Robert Pitman, Oreg. Birds 7:98, 1981). An extremely early ad. Brown Pelican seen Apr. 15 on Sooke Basin, e. of Sooke, V.I. (Robbie Eddy, fide MG) provided only the fourth record for British Columbia since 1940. Single imm. Brown Pelicans were also early Apr. 12+ at the North Spit, Coos Bay, Oreg., (Ruth Jacob) and Apr. 14+ on Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (Gary Hettman, Steve Jones et al.). Ten Brown Pelicans, both adults and immatures, were near Goat I., Curry Co., Oreg. by May 16 (Mike Graybill). This species usually arrives in s. Oregon by early July. Eight White Pelicans were at Horsfall Beach, Oreg:, Apr. 18 for only the second Coos County record (AMc). A Pelagic Cormorant was identified 25 mi offshore from Westport May 9 (TW). This cormorant is not actually "pelagic" and is rarely seen any distance offshore. Five Great Blue Heron nests with young were found Apr. 17 on Price I., near Skamokawa, Wash. (AR, AMu). The greatest number of Green Herons ever noted in Whatcom County, Wash., was seen this spring, with "breeding pairs on almost every creek" (TW). The Snowy Egrets that wintered at Pony Slough, Coos Bay, were last seen Apr. 21 (AMc). An ad. Black-crowned Night Heron flew along the Willamette R. in Eugene, Oreg. Mar. 10 (SG). The last of the wintering group of Black-crowneds at Olympia, Wash., was seen Mar. 25 (BHT). An ad. White-faced Ibis found May 24 at Quick's Bottom, Saanich, V.I. (KT et al., †RS) provided the second record for coastal British Columbia. This bird was seen off and on all day by many observers, and it or another individual was seen that day about 6 mi away in Oak Bay (Yorke Edwards). 

WATERFOWL -- Four Emperor Geese stopped at the s. jetty of Newport Bay Mar. 2 (Bob Olson). Three stayed about a week, and two were last seen there Mar. 18 (DFa). The adult at Ocean Shores was last seen there Mar. 21 (HC, LK). A late flock of 60 Snow Geese flew N over Seattle May 19 (ER, Karin Gochoel), and a single straggler was at Sea I., near Van. until May 27 (MD, DK). A Ross' Goose seen May 12 on the Bayocean flats at Tillamook represented one of very few coastal Oregon records (HN). Nesting Mallards were widely reported to be more abundant than usual. There were eight records of d "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal. Singles were in Seattle until Apr. 20 (ER et al.), in Saanich, V.I., until Apr. 28 (RS et al.), and at Beach Grove, on Boundary Bay, V.I., until May 2 (Jean-Pierre Savard). Cinnamon Teal arrived on schedule in mid- to late March in Oregon, and by early April elsewhere. Blue-winged Teal arrived in late April. Numbers of both species were back to more normal levels following last year's concentrations. Two pairs of Wood Ducks were seen 2 min. of Campbell River, V.I., from Apr. l-May 18 for the "first clearly identified spring record" at this location (HT). The species was widely reported elsewhere and was considered to be present in good numbers. The 300 Canvasback Mar. 31 at Iona I., near Van. (WW), and the 200 Oldsquaw Apr. 26 on Boundary Bay (WW), were the high counts reported. A female Tufted Duck was seen Mar. 13-24 at the Ocean Shores sewage ponds (†BHT, EH, G & WHo et al.). A male Tufted Duck, with a female believed to be a Tufted, was present on Loomis L., near Long Beach, Wash., Apr. 26-28 (Cindy Wilmes, fide RWi) for the latest spring record for Washington. 

VULTURES THROUGH GALLINULES -- Single Turkey Vultures arrived at Metchosin, V.I., Mar. 5 (LD, Margaret Jeal) and Van. Mar. 18 (BK). At least five pairs of White-tailed Kites were found in Oregon this season. One pair, seen repeatedly at Platt Res., near Sutherlin, was observed mating Apr. 20 (MSa et al.). Other pairs were seen in April at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene (SG), and near Medford (MjM), and in March on the Nehalem meadows and at the S.J.C.R. (fide HN). AMc reported "normal numbers" from the Coquille R. valley during March. There were reports of White-tailed Kites from four locations in Washington as well. Single birds were on Leadbetter Pen., Mar. 21 & Apr. 29 (HC, LK, RWi), at Napavine near Chehalis May 1 (†George Walter), and at the Mt. St. Helens Interpretive Center s.e. of Chehalis May 21 (†Rosemary Gaymer). The farthest n. record to date for this species was of one seen Apr. 3 on the Skagit flats near Mt. Vernon (†Sally & Jan Van. Niel). A pair of Cooper's Hawks nested in Beacon Hill P., Victoria, V.I. (RW, Harvey Anderson). Late Rough-legged Hawks were reported Apr. 23 & May 1 in Delta, near Van. (DW, Madelon Schouten). A pair of Bald Eagles fledged one young from a nest on L. Washington for the first verified King County, Wash., nesting record (Bonnie Robbins et al.). A pair of Marsh Hawks was nest building Apr. 21 at Leadbetter Pt., but the nest and one broken egg were found abandoned May 13 (RWi). About 16 Osprey nests were reported, and many of these were being regularly checked. A very dark Gyrfalcon was s. to Tillamook County, Ore & Mar. 7-14 (ph.-†Owen Schmidt et al.). Another Gyrfalcon was in Grays Harbor County, Wash., Mar. 13 (†BHT, †EH et al.). A gray Gyrfalcon that apparently wintered in C. Saanich, V.I., was last seen Mar. 14 (MS, M & RW). The latest Gyrfalcon sighting was of one near Van. Apr. 12 (DK, Rick Howie). A pair of Merlins, seen repeatedly in N. Vancouver, was observed mating there Mar. 9 (KB). Nesting records of this falcon in our Region are extremely scarce. 
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Several of the Sandhill Cranes, banded and released in April, 1981 at Pitt Meadows, B C, had returned there by Mar 18 (Wilma Robinson). Other banded cranes were seen in Langley and Delta, B.C., in late March (Trudy & Mary Pastrick, WW). Three Sandhill Cranes flew N past Torino, V.I., Apr. 14 (MS), and eleven stopped at the mouth of the Waatch R. near Cape Flattery, Wash., May 1 (MC). A Common Gallinule was reported May 30 on the Denman Game Ref., near Medford (Dave Hofmann, fide MjM) for possibly the second record for w. Oregon. The bird could not be relocated later. The first record of a Common Gallinule for Oregon was one found May 5, 1976, on Garrison L., Port Orford (ph.-Lois Brooks, Nancy Jokela, Oreg. Birds 7:76, 1981). 

SHOREBIRDS -- A Semipalmated Plover at Roberts Bank, Delta, B.C., Apr. 4 was about two weeks early (BK). A brood of four freshly hatched Killdeer was on West Pt., Seattle, on the very early date of Apr. 10 (Mike Moore). The largest concentration of Black-bellied Plovers reported was the 1000 at Beach Grove, Boundary Bay, Apr. 26 (WW). Single Am. Golden Plovers, rare in spring, were found May 2 along Boundary Bay in Delta, B.C. (MP, PY) and May 17 at Iona I, B.C. (RP). Twenty Long-billed Curlews were with a few Whimbrel at Westport, Mar. 27 (TB, Mary Cooper). Ten other Long-billeds were reported from Van. to Coos Bay, Oreg. Twenty Whimbrel on Lulu I., B.C., Apr. 19, were 10 days ahead of the 9-year avg. arrival date for the Vancouver area (Craig Runyan). On May 1 near the tip of Leadbetter Pt., †RWi saw and heard a bird considered to be the rare Bristle-thighed Curlew. The light buff tail and the plover-like call were well noted. Single Lesser Yellowlegs at Iona I. (Bruce Macdonald) and at Reifel I. (BK) Apr. 4 were 14 days ahead of the average arrival date for the Vancouver area. There were six reports of Semipalmated Sandpipers from Iona I., May 1-17 (MP, MF, BK et al.), and one from Searle May 8 (†ER). An estimated 60,000 W. Sandpipers were at Roberts Bank, B.C., Apr. 25 (Dave Aldcroft) and 165,000 were at Bowerman Basin, Hoquiam, and Ocean Shores, Wash., Apr. 26 (DP, CM). Four Baird's Sandpipers May 1, in a flooded field near Reedsport, Oreg. (SG, MSa), and one at Iona I., May 1 (BK) were the only ones reported. The high count of Short-billed Dowitchers was 4000 around Grays Harbor, Wash., Apr. 26 (DP, CM). The only concentration of Marbled Godwits reported was 35 between Tokeland and the mouth of the North R., on the n. shores of Willapa Bay, Wash., Apr. 23 (G & WHo). Wilson's Phalaropes were scattered in the Region during May. A pair was observed mating at Finley N.W.R., Oreg. in late May (E & EE). Northern Phalaropes hit the Oregon coast in mid- April (AMc) with 200 on Yaquina Bay Apr. 14+ (DFa, R & JK). The influx was noted May 1+ at Leadbetter Pt. (RWi). By May 12-14 there were 1000 at the Ocean Shores sewage ponds (G & WHo) and 600 on the n. Oregon beaches (HN). There were one or two at Iona I., May 11-15 (RP, BK), and coastal numbers dropped off rapidly in late May. Fifty Red Phalaropes were also on Yaquina Bay Apr. 14-18 (fide HN), 45 at the S.J.C.R., Apr. 19 (HN), and two inland at Finley N.W.R., May 6 (D & ME). 

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Single Parasitic Jaegers were seen May 17-28 at Leadbetter Pt.-(RWi) and on Bellingham Bay, Wash. (TW), and at Iona I. (DJ et al.). A single Pomarine Jaeger was seen off Westport, on the early date of Mar. 28 (TW et al.). Two Pomarines were seen off Newport, Oreg. Apr. 25 (DA et al..). Singles were off Westport May 9 (TW et al.) and seen from Gonzales Pt., Oak Bay, V.I., May 27 (†RS). Reports were received of 13 Glaucous Gulls scattered throughout the Region, which is more than in the past few Spring seasons. A late Herring Gull was on Roberts Bank, B.C., May 16 (WW). Sightings of later-than-usual Thayer's Gulls were made May 16 at Pt. Roberts, Wash. (DK) and May 31 in Seattle (†ER). Bonaparte's Gulls returned to the Victoria, V.I., area Mar. 27 (MS) and to Boundary Bay and Iona I., Apr. 4 (BK, MMc). A concentration of 2500-3000 was in Active Pass, V.I., Apr. 16-17 (W & HHe, Diane & John Cooper). An ad. Little Gull was with a small flock of Bonaparte's on Green L., Seattle, Apr. 3 (†EH) for only the fifth Regional spring record. Of the several hundred Black-legged Kittiwakes reported for which age was specified, only 2% were adults. Two Arctic Terns were seen off Newport Apr. 24 (JG et al..), three off Westport May 9 (TW et al..), and one standing adjacent to Com. Terns on the beach near Long Beach, Wash., May 17 (†RWi). Caspian Terns arrived on schedule in Oregon in early April. Singles Apr 18 & 22 in and near Seattle (EH, PM et al.), and Apr 19 on Esquimalt Lagoon, w of Victoria (Leda Roberts) were early for those localities. One was n. to Salmon Pt., near Campbell River, V.I., May 6 (R. Ketchpole, fide HT). A Black Tern was seen flying up the Fraser R. from Reifel I., B.C., May 23 (WW), and another was at the sewage ponds in Kent, Wash., May 24 (†Paul Cozens). A breeding plumaged Ancient Murrelet was on Cox Bay, near Torino, V.I., Apr. 11 (MS), where there have been no previous records between February and July (D. Hatler et al., Birds of Pacific Rim N.P., 1978). Three ad. Tufted Puffins Apr. 20 were back early to Cleland I., V.I. (MS). Breeding puffins returned to nesting rocks along the Oregon coast on schedule in late April. 

OWLS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- The last Snowy Owls of the season were seen Mar. 8 in Richmond, B.C. (Ruth Jones), and Apr. 11 on Quadra I., near Campbell River (J. Ingles, fide HT). The Hawk Owl which wintered on Boundary Bay was last seen Mar. 12 in Beach Grove (Bob Odear). One of the wintering Burrowing Owls stayed near Peoria, s. of Corvallis, Oreg. until Apr. 3 (D & ME) A Barred Owl was heard repeatedly Mar. 14-Apr. 9 in Saanich, V.I. (T & MS). Other Barred Owls were found near Sultan, Wash. (Brian Wood), in Discovery P., Seattle (Bob Mindick), and in the Umpqua R. valley near Glide, Oreg., (MSa et al.). Four Calliope Hummingbirds in the Van. area Apr. 23-May 3, were the first sightings there since 1975 (†Rex Kenner et al.., †MD, KB, Colin Butt). There were several Calliopes at feeders in Eugene, Oreg., in late April (fide SG) and in Ashland through May (MjM) A Rufous Hummingbird sighted Mar. 12 in Van. (MP) was the earliest ever for that area by three days. Widespread arrival was noted in the Puget Sound area Mar. 20-21. Several migrant "Red-naped" Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were found in Oregon in mid-April; one brought in injured Apr. 12 to E & EE in Corvallis, one seen Apr. 16 on Skinner Butte, Eugene (†SG), one near Hillsboro Apr. 17 (Colin Page), and one at Yaquina Bay Apr 25 (DFa). Single Lewis' Woodpeckers were noted May 12-14 at Westham I., B.C. (WW, Sharon Trefry) and May 15 on Nisqually N.W.R., Wash. (†TB et al..). Contrary to statement in this column last spring the W. Kingbird nests regularly n. in Oregon to at least around Eugene (Clarice Watson, DFi, JG). There were eight individuals sighted in w. Washington and s.w. British Columbia during May, which is just under the average count in those areas for the preceding three years. Single Say's Phoebes were found Mar. 24 at the s. jetty of Coos Bay, Oreg (Mark & Mari Dembrow), Mar. 5 at North Head, near Ilwaco, Wash (RWi), Mar. 9 at Rockport, Wash. (Jim Shifflett), Mar. 28 in Seattle (Charles Evans), Apr. 4 in Portland (HN), and Apr. 4-5 in Stanley P., Van. (Bob Morford, MP, †WW). This species is rare but regular at this season in w. Washington, but the Vancouver bird was only the second record there in the last eight years. Single Hammond's Flycatchers Apr. 22 at Tatlow P., Van. (DK) and in Seattle (SA) were a few days early at both locations. The first W. Flycatcher was noted Apr. 19 in Eugene (SG). The species was reported from numerous Oregon localities Apr. 24-25, and had arrived in Seattle Apr. 25 (Dave Hutchinson), and in N. Vancouver, B.C., Apr. 26 (MD). A Gray Flycatcher was observed May 1 at the Winchuck R. mouth, s.w. Oreg., (†Dick Erickson) for only the second w. Oregon record. The first W. Wood Pewee and Olive-sided Flycatcher were noted at Pitt Meadows, B.C., Apr. 24 (MF). Otherwise pewees arrived in s. Oregon Apr. 27-28 (E & EE, AMc, SG) and the first reported from Washington was in Seattle May 3 (ER). Olive-sided Flycatchers arrived in Oregon Apr. 26-27 (AMc, Don Watson, Roy Woodall) and the first Washington report was May 8 in Wilkeson, e. of Tacoma (Karl Lundberg, Betsy Rogers). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH SHRIKES -- Single Rough-winged Swallows were back slightly early to Saanich Mar. 26 (R & JS) and to Grays River, w. of Kelso, Wash., Mar. 30 (AR, AMu). Barn and Cliff swallows arrived on schedule in early April. A single Mountain Chickadee stayed at a feeder in Van. until Mar. 17 (Jl). The Red-breasted Nuthatch was considered to be more scarce than usual in the Campbell River and s. V.I. areas (HT, VG), Whatcom County, Wash (TW), and Coos Bay, Oreg. (AMc). This follows reports of low numbers last spring on s. V.I. and in the Coos Bay areas. But it was not, as last spring's column stated, in the Ashland area, where populations were normal (MjM). A Rock Wren was closely observed May 28 in Moran S.P., Orcas 
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I, Wash (W & HHe) for one of only a few spring records for w Washington. A Sage Thrasher found May 16-18 at Iona I. (Dorothy & †Jack Williams, †BK, m.ob.) furnished the first record for the Vancouver area and the second for coastal British Columbia. Single Sage Thrashers were at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., Apr. 4 (DFa), and at the mouth of the Waatch R., Cape Flattery, Wash., May 1 (MC). A Mockingbird was discovered Apr. 9+ in Medford very near to the location of one present last year (Roger Schnoes, m.ob.). Another Mockingbird was in Bellingham, Wash., May 6-9 (Joan Beardsley). A female W Bluebird in Van., Apr. 26, provided the first record there since October 1971 (J & TI, DK). Several pairs of W. Bluebirds nested in boxes in Metchosin, V.I. (M & VG, LD, RW et al..), and a pair apparently nested in a dead tree near the summit of Mt. Finlayson, V.I. (KT). Nine active bluebird nests, all in nest boxes, were noted in the Ft. Lewis-Tacoma, Wash. "prairies" (Georgia Ramsey, TB et al.) and ten pairs nested in a 200-box trail near Eugene (Al Prigge). Others were reported in the Ashland area (MjM). A black-backed male White Wagtail (Motacilla alba lugens) was sighted along the banks of the Capilano R., W. Vancouver, B.C., Apr 18 (†Glen Thomson, †Allen Poynter). This marks the first record of this form for both British Columbia and Canada. For the only previous White Wagtail record, see Can. Field-Naturalist 89:318-319, 1975. Flocks of 10-50 Bohemian Waxwings were seen during March in Vancouver, B.C., Bellingham, Seattle, and Buckley, Wash. The latest were ten in W. Seattle Mar. 21 (EH), and 14 near Newberg, Oreg, Mar. 22 (JG). Northern Shrikes stayed later than usual at several locations. Singles were at Hyak, Wash., Apr. 12 (PM), in C. Saanich Apr. 19 (Bruce Whittington), and at Ladner, B.C., Apr. 28 (Marj McFeat et al.). 

VIREOS THROUGH GRACKLES -- A Warbling Vireo arrived early in N. Vancouver Apr. 22 (MD). Otherwise first arrivals were noted in Eugene, Corvallis, and Seattle Apr. 24-26 with more widespread and numerous sightings in early May. A Red-eyed Vireo in N. Vancouver, B.C., May 22 was several days earlier than usual (MD). A Tennessee Warbler was seen May 18 in Burnaby, B.C. (†MMc) for the second record for the Van. area. (Two other reports are pending review by the Van. Bird Record Committee). Another Tennessee Warbler was found May 20 in Victoria (†J & RS) for about the fourth record for that area. There were several other reports of Tennessees in late April and early May without details, and a few descriptions that were clearly of Warbling Vireos. First reports of Black-throated Gray Warblers were Apr. 17-22 in w. Oregon, and Apr 22-23 in w. Washington, s. V.I. and s.w. British Columbia. Hermit Warblers arrived at Oregon coast and Coast Range locations Apr 22-25 (Tom Mickel, MSa, AMc). Two were n. to L. Crescent, Wash., May 16 (SA) and another was near Sequim, Wash., May 23 (Dory Smith). A Palm Warbler photographed May 4 at Yachats, Oreg was the latest ever of very few spring records (Brian Prescott). First arrivals of Wilson's Warblers were Apr. 19-22 at Coos Bay and Corvallis, Oreg. and Leadbetter Pt. and Grays River, Wash., and Apr 25-27 for Seattle, Wash., and Saanich and Van. A male Bobolink sighted May 24 at Jericho P., Van. represented the eighth record for the area (†Syd Cannings, DJ, Dale Wilkie). A Common Grackle was seen Mar. 26-Apr. 3 on Quadra I., near Campbell River, V.I. (ph.-†HT et al..) for the second record for coastal British Columbia, and only the fourth for the entire Region. The first British Columbia bird was also in the spring, in Van. May 6-9, 1968 (Murrelet 50:38, 1969). 

FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- There were two reports of Black-headed Grosbeaks in Oregon by late April, but widespread arrival in c Oregon was May 1-2 (SG, AMc, E & EE). Similarly, there was one Seattle report May 1 (EH), with first arrivals elsewhere in Puget Sound, s. V.I., and the Van. area May 8-11. Two Lazuli Buntings near Philomath, Oreg. Apr. 22 were the earliest ever for the Corvallis area (David Irons). A vagrant Lazuli Bunting was at L. Ozette, near Cape Flattery, Wash., May 15 (SA). The Brambling present this winter along L. Sammamish, Wash., was last seen Mar. 22 (Art & Nancy Lang). Large flocks of Evening Grosbeaks arrived at Bellingham, Wash., in mid-April (TW), Portland in late April (DA), and were ten days late at Seattle in early May (EH et al.). An influx of Purple Finches was noted at Sauvie I., Oreg., Mar. 7-13 (HN, JG, Tom Crabtree), and in Seattle during early March (EH). A "Hepburn's" Gray-crowned Rosy Finch was seen at Willow Pt., s. of Campbell River May 1 (†Kay & Jack Conway) The last sightings of the Com Redpoll invasion this winter were two Apr. 21 in Van., (MF), and 35 in Dungeness, Wash. Apr. 24 (Karl Gruebel). Large flocks of Pine Siskins were widely noted through April, and in some areas through May. Fledged young were found May 20 in Tacoma, Wash. (Helen Engle). Numerous small flocks of Red Crossbills were found after late March on s. V.I. (fide VG) and n. Oregon (fide HN), and from late April through May in Van., (WW, DK) and Bellingham and Seattle (TW, EH). A few were seen throughout the period at Coos Bay (AMc). Forty White-winged Crossbills were near Mt. Baker, Wash., Mar. 6 (Jim Duemmel) and 20 were in Cypress Bowl P.P., W Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 31 (WW).- Vesper Sparrows were widely reported from w. Oregon, but were noted in w. Washington only at their usual location s. of Tacoma (TB, BHT). Two were seen May 21 near Cobble Hill village, Shawnigan Land District, V.I. (M & VG). A Sage Sparrow found Apr. 27 at Pitt Meadows, B.C., furnished the second Vancouver area record and only the third for British Columbia and Canada (†DW, †Ken Summers). Sightings of Chipping Sparrows continue to decrease in s.w mainland British Columbia and w. Washington. There were numerous reports, however, from s. V.I. and w. Oregon. A Tree Sparrow was very late departing Glenedon Beach, n. of Newport, Apr. 2 (ph.-Jim Mackie, fide HN). A Brewer's Sparrow was found May 15 along the Rogue R., in Whitehorse County P., Oreg, (†Steve Summers, Jim Carlson), for the fourth lowland record for w. Oregon. There were reports of 13 White-throated Sparrows. Males at Ocean Park, Wash (RWi) and in Eugene (SG) were singing in mid-April. The latest were birds in Roseburg, Oreg. May 6, (Alice & Fred Parker), Ashland, Oreg. May 7, (MjM), and in Vancouver, B.C., May 19 (BK). Three different Swamp Sparrows were located on Sauvie I. during March and until Apr. 9 (†HN, Verta Teale, JG et al..). Three Lapland Longspurs in Delta, B.C., May 30 were very late (PY, MP). 

CORRIGENDA -- The Stilt Sandpiper seen May 27-29, 1978, in Saanich, V.I. (Am. Birds 32:1047) represented actually the third spring record for British Columbia, not the first (fide WW). The Buff-breasted Sandpiper found Apr. 12, 1981 (Am. Birds 35:855) was in a field near Tillamook, Oreg. Please delete the reference to a new Black Phoebe nesting location near Central Pt., Oreg. (Am. Birds 35:856) The Lark Sparrow is not rare w. of the Cascades in s. Oregon (Am Birds 35:856). 

INITIALED OBSERVERS and ABBREVIATIONS: with Sub-Regional Editors in boldface. David Anderson, Scott Atkinson, Kevin Bell, Thais Bock, Mike Carmody, Herbert Curl, Mark Daly, Lyndis Davis, Elsie & Elzy Eltzroth, Don & Marie Emenhiser, Darrell Faxon (DFa), David Fix (DFi), Mike Force, Jeff Gilligan, Margaret & Vic Goodwill, Steve Gordon, Bill Harrington-Tweit (BHT), Werner & Hilde Hesse (W & HHe), Glen & Wanda Hoge (G & WHo), John & Teresa Ireland, Dale Jensen, Brian Kautesk, Lois Killewich, Rick & Jan Krabbe, Doug Kragh, Alan McGie (AMc), Mike McGrenere (MMc), Carol McMillen, Marjorie Moore (MjM), Ann Musche (AMu), Harry Nehls, Dennis Paulson, Roy Phillips, Michael Price, Ellen Ratoosh, Alan Richards, Joy & Ron Satterfield, Martha Sawyer (MSa), Teresa & Michael Shepard (T & MS), Keith Taylor, Howard Telosky, Terry Wahl, Wayne Weber, Ralph Widrig (RWi), Margaret & Ray Williams, Doug Wilson, Paul Yorke
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The Nesting Season, 1982

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The western part of the Region in general experienced a hot, dry June until the last week when conditions became unseasonably wet and cool. Western Montana, however, had a cool, wet June except for Bozeman, where conditions were dry. July was in general wet and cool over the Region, except for Bozeman, during the first half, after which the weather became almost uniformly hot and dry. Generally speaking, a wet spring and deep snow packs in the mountains supplied abundant moisture for plant growth. Nesting was somewhat delayed by the weather but this apparently had no serious effect upon birds. High water levels in some areas caused problems for water-related nesters. An extremely severe hailstorm at Helena June 28 killed or injured large numbers of adult birds of many species and destroyed nests. 

GREBES -- Eared Grebes built 7 nests on a fishless lake near Fortine, Mont., where there is usually only one. All but one nest were abandoned, apparently because ducks perching on them pushed them below the waterline (WW). At least 50 pairs of this species, with young, were at Reardan, Wash., June 28 (FB). Western Grebe pairs at Malheur N.W.R. (hereafter, Malheur), Burns, Ore., totaled 1775, down 39% from last year. Cascade Res., Cascade, Ida. had 700 of the birds June 12 (G.E.A.S., MRC). 

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS -- White Pelicans concentrated off the refuge at Malheur as water receded in ponds, trapping carp. A flock of 30-40 was on the Snake R., near Clarkston, Wash., May 21 (TS; RN et al.). Up to 13 were on Cascade Res., in June (m.ob.). Sightings of the species were almost nil in c. Washington but 27 were at Naramata, B.C., June 14 (TB) and Summerland, B.C. had 20, June 20 (JB). High water continued to create problems for Double-crested Cormorants at Malheur. Most of their overwater nests became waterlogged and sank and 200 nests in large willow trees there were reduced to 87 by disturbance and raccoon predation. An imm. Double-crested was at the mouth of Alpowa Cr., on the Snake R., Garfield Co., Wash., June 29 (RN, MK) and one was at Kamloops, B.C., June 7 (DL). 

HERONS THROUGH IBISES -- Total production of Great Blue Herons at Malheur and in the Malheur-Harney Lakes Basin was 1136. A Green Heron at Malheur June 16 provided s.e. Oregon's sixth record (SL, DD) and one was sighted at Mud L., w. of Hamer, Ida., June 24 (CHT). A pair of Cattle Egrets produced five young at Malheur for the first breeding record for Oregon (CDL). Two Cattle Egrets at L. Walcott were presumed to have nested (CHT) and one stayed in a pasture at Osoyoos, B.C., June 14-26 (M & TC; SC; WCW). A Great Egret was photographed at Ennis, Mont., for the third latilong record (PDS). Snowy Egrets had a bleak outlook except for Malheur with 65 pairs and L. Walcott, Rupert, Ida. where Trost banded 200 young in 2 days. He found thin-shelled eggs in many places in s. Idaho. Potholes Res., Moses Lake, Wash., had 1000-2000 pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons and 50 pairs were nesting on Goat I., in Moses L. Twenty-eight nests on islands in Wells Pool on the Columbia R., n. of Wenatchee, Wash., all failed. At least five pairs were seen along Banks L., Grant Co., Wash. (RF). A colony at Sylvan L., near Odessa, Wash., had 20+ adults June 21 (JH, SZ). Black-crowneds appeared to be still in trouble in s. Idaho. Trost banded 395 but 187 were adults at the Pocatello hatchery. He banded only 39 young at Am. Falls Res., and only 70 at L. Walcott in 2 days of intensive banding. A single bird was at Revelstoke, B.C., May 3 (ECa). Three Least Bitterns were heard and seen at Malheur throughout the summer (CDL). White-faced Ibises seemed to be doing well. 

WATERFOWL -- A Whistling Swan was sighted at Malheur June 24. The July 30 aerial survey there recorded 6 Trumpeter Swan broods totaling 17 cygnets, with two more on private land. Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., had two pairs of Trumpeters, one of which had 6 eggs but succeeded in hatching only one. Canada Goose production at Malheur was the highest since 1971, with 2375 goslings; production at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. was up 25%. Eight Snow Geese, including one blue-phase were on Malheur's Harney L., June 16. Duck pairs in the Malheur-Harney Basin continued to decline with just under 15,000, attributable to high water and burgeoning carp numbers. Mallards there were at their lowest since 1959; years of high water there appear to correlate with low Mallard numbers (CDL). Dabbling duck production at Kootenai N.W.R. was down significantly as were nearly all species of ducks in the Fortine vicinity. Malheur had a male Eur. Wigeon and three Wood Ducks June 24 and Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., had up to 15 of the latter. Three Greater Scaup were at Fairfield, Ida. June 4 (JBa). Common Goldeneye broods at Fortine contained 7-8 goslings; only one Barrow's Goldeneye brood was sighted there (WW). Single White-winged Scoters, rare in s. British Columbia in summer, were at Kamloops June 27 (RH) and in Kootenay N.P., June 2 (LH). Ten males were on Sullivan L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash., July 5 (FB). A pair of Hooded Mergansers apparently was nesting again at Cardwell, Mont.; a female was found in a Wood Duck box with a male nearby (RLE). 

HAWKS -- A White-tailed Kite was sighted in the Yakima Valley, Wash., in late June (JMH). Golden Eagles in n.c. Washington had 20 successful nests out of 60± potential nesting territories (RF). A pair of Bald Eagles reared two young at Otter L., near Armstrong, B.C., for the first breeding record for that locality (JG). An adult was hunting over a shallow lake s. of Silver Lake, Ore., July 8. Supposedly this bird was from nearby mountains where a few pairs are known to nest (CDL). A pair near Sycan Marsh s. of Silver L. produced two young (CDL) as did a pair at Pend Oreille L., in n. Idaho (SGS). At Holter L., near Helena, Mont., a Prairie Falcon dived on a yearling Bald Eagle, breaking its neck and killing it (GH). A Marsh Hawk trying to snatch an Am. Coot chick at Reardan was driven into the water by ad. coots. Male Ruddy Ducks and several Eared Grebes surrounded the hawk, which drowned after a 10-min struggle (FB). An Osprey pair was feeding young at a lake near Pilot Rock, Ore., for the second consecutive summer (SM) and a pair was nesting near Buena, Wash. (Y.A.S,). The Osprey nesting attempt at Salmon, Ida., was unsuccessful. Raptors which feed on jackrabbits nested in larger numbers, compared to 1976 on the Idaho Nat'l Engineering Lab site, Arco, Ida. Successful Ferruginous Hawk nests increased from 2 to 16 there and more nests of Red-tailed Hawks, Golden Eagles and Com. Ravens were also found (TIC). The Region had 5 sightings of Peregrine Falcons and one of a Merlin. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- "Mountain" Grouse broods in n.e. Washington were averaging 5-7 young, an improvement over recent 
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years (SZ) Bobwhite were heard near Pendleton, Ore., in June (C & MC, REW). Wild Turkeys continued to increase at Kootenai N.W.R. 

CRANES THROUGH COOTS – 

S.A.
Twenty-seven Whooping Crane eggs were placed with Grays L., Ida. Sandhill Crane foster parents and 19 chicks hatched. There has been one known loss but parental behavior indicated they were doing well. The locations of 11 Whooping Cranes that hatched there in recent years have been determined in e. Idaho and w. Wyoming. These birds have not yet reached breeding age (ECB).


Greater Sandhill Cranes had 66% nesting success at Malheur, the highest since 1976. A single Sandhill was sighted at Nile, Wash., June 9 (Y.A.S.) and the species summered near Leadore, Ida. (HBR). Two Yellow Rails were tape-recorded in the Klamath Basin June 19-20 for apparently the second Oregon record (LRH). Malheur's breeding population of Am. Coot was about 30,000. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Three Semipalmated Plovers were at Stinking L, Malheur July 10 and two appeared at Blacks Creek Res., s.e. of Boise, Ida., June 6 (MRC). Stinking L. had 27 Snowy Plovers July 12; high water apparently displaced them from their usual nesting area at Harney L. Leadore had Long-billed Curlews June 19 (HBR). The traditional Upland Sandpiper site in the Spokane Valley revealed 3-4 of the birds June 21 and a Whimbrel there was the first for n.e. Washington (BH-T, THR, GW). Five Upland Sandpipers were sighted in Logan Valley near Seneca, Ore., July 22 (CDL) and several were seen in nearby Bear Valley (fide AC). A Baird's Sandpiper was at Chewelah, Wash., July 15 (JN). Up to 16 Sanderling were near Clarkston, Wash., July 6 & 23 (RN; LL). An Am. Avocet at Revelstoke June 1 was noteworthy (RB). Black-necked Stilt numbers were very low in c. Washington with only two pairs reported. An adult with three young was seen in July at Frenchman Hills Wasteway, s. Grant Co (JL). Thousands of Wilson's Phalaropes were on Abert L., Lake Co., Ore., July 25 and 25 N. Phalaropes summered at Malheur (CDL). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- Some 10,000 Ring-billed Gulls were on Abert L., July 25. Cabin I., Priest Rapids Res., Wash., had 25-30 nesting pairs of Forster's Terns and about 15 pairs were along Winchester Wasteway w. of Moses L. (RF). The Clarkston vicinity had two June sightings of single Forster's (LL; RN). Caspian Terns were prevalent at Malheur throughout the summer but no nests were found. At Potholes Res., 274 active Caspian nests were inventoried and 20 nests were found at Banks L. (RF). In s. Idaho a colony of 14 with many young was on Blackfoot Res., where previously there were only two birds. They were also noted at Market L., Roberts, Ida. (CHT). One Caspian was photographed near Clarkston July 3 (RN) and Kamloops, Creston and Nakusp, B.C., each had two birds (JW, KV; GD). Ennis, Mont., had 5-7 from June 22 to about July 9 for the fifth area record (PDS, SCo, ETH). Several Black Tern colonies were located at Malheur and 600 birds were nesting on Sycan Marsh (CDL). 

PIGEONS AND CUCKOOS -- Single Band-tailed Pigeons showed up near Grandview, Ida. (TCo); at Kamiak Butte s.w. of Palouse, Wash. (JWW); e. of Pendleton, Ore. (C & MC, REW); at Malheur (AS, HCI), and near Belgrade, Mont., for the second record there (JS, CVD, LM; PDS, ETH). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was sighted over the S. Fork of the Payette R., w. of Lowman, Ida. June 19 (MRC). Black-billed Cuckoos were heard at Canyon Ferry Res., July 3 and one was heard at L. Helena July 10, both near Helena (GH). Two were found s. of Revelstoke July 10-12 (ECa) and one was near Kamloops June 27 (RH). 

OWLS -- Barn Owls appear to be becoming common in the Lewiston, Ida.--Asotin, Wash. vicinity. Included in the observations were two young, one dead, June 6 (fide MK). One spent daytimes in a barn near Armstrong, B.C., June 19-mid-July (FM). A pair was reported at Horn Rapids Park 13 mi n.w. of Richland July 21 & 25 (JEn; REW) and two were seen in April and May at Wenatchee, Wash. (HO). One was found in Bend, Ore., June 22 (TCr). The Pygmy Owl was found in the Pioneer Mts., n.w. of Dillon, Mont., and near Red Lodge, Mont., for the first summer records for the latilongs (PDS, HC) Barred Owls heard In 4 localities In Okanogan County, Wash., in July suggested a substantial population there (RF, SMa, JD). One was found in Pend Oreille County for the only other report (JN). A pair of Spotted Owls in Okanogan County was believed to be the first verified for the county (DH). An adult and an imm. Great Gray Owl were seen near Kamloops (GB) and a pair nested near Cranbrook, B.C. (RH). A nest of the species in the Bridger Mts., n of Bozeman had three young July 11 (JS). A nesting of Long-eared Owls at 5000 ft elevation in Malheur N.F., Ore., was reported (fide AA) 

POOR-WILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- Poor-wills were heard e. of Norris, Mont., at a different site from their detection in 1980 and 1981 (SCo, PDS). One was heard the night of June 15 at Calamity Lookout n.e. of Burns, Ore. (MA) and five were seen In Wolverine Canyon s.e. of Idaho Falls, Ida. June 17 (KS). None were noted in the n. Okanagan Valley where they normally breed. Common Nighthawk numbers were down and their distribution spotty in the Malheur-Bend area of c. Oregon. Cool, wet weather may have short-stopped the birds in Nevada (CDL; TCr). A single Anna's Hummingbird was noted at Tieton, Wash., June 5 (Y.A.S.) and a male was near Peshastin, Wash., in July (RO). A male Calliope Hummingbird appeared in the Silvies R. canyon n. of Burns, Ore., July 7 (MA). 

WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS -- A Pileated Woodpecker, rarely seen in the Helena area, was sighted in Gates of the Mountains Wilderness (JSn; D & KS). Two "Red-breasted" Sapsuckers were spotted at Rimrock L., w. of Yakima June 19 (Y.A.S) and this race [soon, species] was found on the West Fork of the San Poil R., s.w. of Republic, Wash., in late June (N.C.A.S., S.A.S.) A survey of 21 stands of aspen in Malheur N.F., found Williamson's Sapsuckers nesting in 19 of them. The species was much less difficult to find there than the Yellow-bellied (AA). An amazing record was of a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher photographed near Grandview, Ida. June 24 (TCo, MB; KBP). An Ash-throated Flycatcher nested in a bird house in Merle Archie's yard in Burns, Ore., and one was sighted at Tampico, Wash., June 13 (Y.A.S.). At Malheur reduction in cattle grazing in riparian habitat starting in 1973 has resulted in an increase in Willow Flycatchers from zero to 30 (CDL). Breeding Bird Survey (hereafter, B.B.S.) routes Avery and Mivoden in n. Idaho and Keller and Reardan in n.e. Washington (hereafter, A-M-K-R) found this species’ total falling from 17 in 1981 to only seven. An Alder Flycatcher was singing along with Willow Flycatchers at Brookmere, B.C., June 27 for the second record from the Nicola R. drainage basin (WCW). The previous record was of two May 31-June 22, 1980 about 12 mi w. of Merritt (WCW, DK). Two Least Flycatchers were singing just s. of Merritt June 27; they were found there in 1974 (WCW). Least Flycatchers are apparently expanding their range into e Oregon. Malheur had one May 29 and up to five were seen and/or heard on territory at Clyde Holiday S.P., near Mt. Vernon May 29-July 17 (TCr, JGi, HN, JE, AC, LT). 

The combined Hammond's-Dusky Flycatcher total for the A-M-K-R B.B.S.s dropped from an average of 38 for 1979-80 to 25 in 1981 and 21 in 1982. Western Flycatcher and W. Wood Pewee numbers also dropped markedly on those surveys but Olive-sided numbers remained nearly constant (THR). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH PIPITS -- There were several reports of Tree Swallow nestling mortality during cold, rainy weather at Fortine and in the s. Okanagan. A Bank Swallow colony at Malheur increased from 500 pairs last year to 1000. Barn Swallows nested at an unusually high elevation on a microwave structure at 6200 ft on Chewels Mt., near Kamloops (RH). Second brood Barn Swallows at Fortine had left the nest by July 24 and some pairs apparently were preparing their nests for third broods (WW). A Scrub Jay appeared at Market Lake W.M.A., Roberts (LP) and three Clark's Nutcrackers at Malheur provided the eighth refuge record, the first for July. Of 90 nest boxes in the Ellensburg-Yakima area, 7 were used by Tree Swallows, one by Mountain Chickadees, 27 by House Wrens, 19 by W. Bluebirds, 15 by Mountain Bluebirds and two by chipmunks (Y.A.S.). Single Mockingbirds were at Oliver, B.C., June 4 (BM) and Osoyoos June 27 (DB) and one sang in Richland late June-July 26 (PW, REW). Malheur had one also (JSn). Gray Catbirds were unusually 
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scarce around Vernon, two consecutive abnormally cold springs believed responsible (JG). One appeared at Malheur June 11-13 and three were along the Burnt R., near Unity (MA). A Water Pipit nest with 4 eggs was discovered at 6700 ft elevation on Griffin Mt., near Malakwa, B.C., July 18 (MCl). 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A Red-eyed Vireo was at Malheur June 13-15 (DI). Two Tennessee Warblers were reported at Helena in late June and late July (PM). Several observations were made of Magnolia and Blackpoll warblers in the lower Beaver Valley in Glacier N.P., B.C., in June and July (KV; RW). A N. Waterthrush nest was found in a bog about 7 mi s. of Sullivan L. (JN). Two singing Connecticut Warblers were identified by observers very familiar with the species, at Soda L. near 108 Mile House, B.C., June 12, (W & HH). A June record of the species in 1977 at Soda Cr., somewhat farther on, suggested that a few of the birds may breed in this largely unbirded area (WCW). A singing male Hooded Warbler, Oregon's third, was observed s. of John Day July 11-17 (DR, AC, JGi et al.) and a female was sighted about 3 mi. away July 25 (HN). Numbers for vireos and warblers as a group were down to about a fourth what they were in 1979-80 on the A-M-K-R-B.B.S.s (THR). 

BLACKBIRDS AND TANAGERS -- Up to nine males and several female Bobolinks were seen during the summer near Prairie for a new Idaho locality (MRC, A & HL; KBP). The species was also seen near Leadore where it reputedly has nested in the past (JC); near Tendoy, Ida., (HBR) and at Unity (AC). Common Grackles remained at Salmon during the summer (HBR) and at least two pairs remained at Rexburg, Ida. at least until July 6 (DHu). A Summer Tanager was at Fields on June 13 for the fourth Oregon record (DI, JGi, HN). 

FINCHES -- A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was at Helena June 3-6 (WHa) and a male Blue Grosbeak appeared near Idaho City July 24 (MRC). Lazuli Bunting sightings in the Walla Walla, Wash., area were decidedly up and Calamity Lookout had four pairs where none were found last year. Conversely the species appeared scarce elsewhere. The A-M-K-R B.B.S.s had a total of only six after averaging over 16 the previous 3 years (THR). A Purple Finch was reported near Nile, Wash., June 9 (Y.A.S.). Pine Siskins appeared extremely scarce, with substantial numbers reported only at Yakima and in the mountains to the w. Red Crossbills continued scarce in the s. Okanagan and supposedly in most other localities. 

SPARROWS -- Several observations of Clay-colored Sparrows came from the n. end of Okanagan L. (JG) and a very few were noted in the Kamloops and Nicola L. vicinities (RH; WCW). One singing male was found June 21 in the same locality in the Spokane Valley where 2-3 were singing in 1979 (BH-T, THR, GW). A White-crowned Sparrow at Rimrock L., w. of Yakima was apparently the first in summer in that area (Y.A.S.); the species was again found in the Avery B.B.S. area (THR). Golden-crowned Sparrows singing but not seen on the Avery B.B.S. would make Idaho's first summer record (THR, SGS). Total finch and sparrow numbers on the A-M-K-R B.B.S.s were about half that of the 3 previous years (THR). 

ADDENDUM -- At least 200 Whistling Swans died during spring migration in n. Idaho. All but one analyzed bird indicated death from lead washed down from the Coeur d'Alene mining area; that one had botulism (SGS). 
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The Nesting Season, 1982

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Bill Harrington-Tweit, Phil Mattocks, and Eugene Hunn 

The dry weather of late spring continued into June. Rainfall was about two-thirds of the normal levels for the Vancouver, British Columbia and Seattle, Washington weather stations, and 90% of that fell in the last five days of the month. Temperatures throughout the Region averaged about 3° F over the long-term norms. During July both temperature and precipitation were near normal. The only reported effects of the warm, dry June were not on bird populations or nesting success, but on local gardens. The several vagrant species found were scattered through the season. 

LOONS THROUGH DUCKS -- The only nesting report of Com. Loons came, as usual, from Vancouver I., (hereafter, V.I.), on Pye L., near Campbell R. (HT). Numbers of summering W. Grebes continued to be very low compared with a decade ago. The largest reported flock was 35 offs. V.I. (VG). Northern Fulmars were found by the hundreds off Washington and Oregon in July (TW; M. Graybill, fide AM). Summering numbers of this species vary greatly from year to year. Following an exceptionally large number of spring records of Brown Pelicans, good numbers were found along the Oregon coast at the end of July (HN). To the n., a Brown Pelican was found long dead in a cormorant colony on Mandarte I., B.C., for the eleventh documented provincial record (*Cowan Vertebrate Museum, Univ. of B.C., P. Arcese). Increases in cormorant breeding populations have been reported for the past 3 summers. This season was no exception. A new colony of Pelagic Cormorants was formed at Stanley P., Vancouver, B.C. (W. & H. Hesse), and the colony of Double-cresteds on Grays Harbor, Wash., increased by 100 nests (EC, W.D.G.). Green Herons were noted n. to Port Alberni, V.I. (J. Morgan), and most observers commented that the species was widespread and in good numbers. A pair of Pintails nested at Kent, Wash. (EH), for one of only a few w. Washington breeding records. Nesting Green-winged Teal at Willapa N.W.R. (RW) and Ocean Shores (G & WH) provided the first breeding records for the outer coast of Washington. There were 3 broods of Am. Wigeon at Delta, B.C. (WW). The first documented breeding records for the Vancouver, B.C., area were obtained only last summer. The large numbers of juv. Mallards reported by widely scattered observers seemed to indicate a very successful nesting season. Larger-than-usual numbers of Greater Scaup summered in the Region. Hundreds were noted along the Oregon coast (HN), 100+ at Grays Harbor, Wash. (DP, G & WH), and 180 near Vancouver, B.C. (WW). Such summer reports usually do not total more than 50 birds. A female Oldsquaw was present on Yaquina Bay through the season (JK, m.ob.). Scoters were reported in higher-than-normal numbers on the Oregon coast (HN), but were sparsely reported from Washington waters. However, scoters appeared to be present in normal numbers in the southern V.I. area (VG), a relatively short distance away. 

RAPTORS TO COOTS -- Following several sightings of single adults last winter and spring, a family group of two adult and two rusty-breasted juv. White-tailed Kites were found on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Sept. 18 & 23 (†RW et al..). This suggested possibly the first breeding of this species for Washington despite the discovery of paired birds at several Oregon locations this spring, and 5 reports of White-tailed Kites during the summer season in s.w. Oregon (MM, K. Rodecap, fide EzE), there was no other evidence of breeding noted. Cape Another southern raptor, the Red-shouldered Hawk, was reported 3 times from Douglas County, Oreg. (MS; KK, fide HN). Breeding of this species is being watched for in the area. Every Osprey nest checked for productivity was successful. Two new Osprey nests were reported, one at Saanich, V.I. (VG), and the other in Thurston County, Wash. (BHT). Marsh Hawk breeding was reported only from Leadbetter Pt., Wash., where a successful re-nesting was noted in late June (RW). There were no reports on Peregrine nesting. The only indication of Merlin breeding was at Elk Falls P.P., V.I. (HT). Few observers mentioned Am. Kestrels, but one report from Olympia, Wash., noted that 4 traditional sites in that area were vacant this summer (JD). California Quail had numerous, large broods in the Victoria area (VG), but there were no sightings in nearby Duncan (JC) where numbers have been low for the last 3 years. The Sandhill Cranes at Pitt Meadows, B.C., produced at least one young (M. Shamlock). Aside from the Queen Charlotte I., this is the only regularly used breeding locale in the Region, and some of the banded birds released there during 1981 stayed in the vicinity all this summer. Along the lower Columbia R., Wash., a pair of apparently territorial Sandhill Cranes stayed until the mowing of their patch of suitable habitat in early June (A. Richards, A. Musche). Breeding Am. Coots were observed at 8 localities in Washington. The highest number of nests found was 45 on Nisqually L., Pierce Co. (BHT). There were summering birds, but no reported breeding activity, near Vancouver, B.C. (DK). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The Snowy Plover habitat at Leadbetter Pt., Wash., posted against intrusion again this year, supported l0 pairs and at least l0 chicks for another successful season (RW). There was a high count of seven ad. Snowies at Ocean Shores, Wash. (DP), and 

Volume 36, Number 6  1009

several were noted at Coos Bay, Oreg. Flocks of 100-200 Surfbirds and both Black and Ruddy turnstones appeared abruptly on our shorelines July 17-21 (AC, DP, TW, D. Smith). The numbers are somewhat unusual but the arrival pattern is not. For most other migrant shorebird species a few individuals make their first appearance well before the major flocks arrive. Peak counts of some shorebirds were: 204 Whimbrel at Ocean Shores, Wash., July 21 (DP), 20 Greater Yellowlegs at Victoria, V.I., July 16 (R. Satterfield), 245 Semipalmated Plovers and 3000 Short-billed Dowitchers around Grays Harbor, Wash., July 21 (DP), eight Baird's Sandpipers at Iona I., Vancouver, B.C., July 16 (DK), 150 Least Sandpipers at Tillamook, Oreg., July 3 (JG), and 26,500 W. Sandpipers at Grays Harbor July 21 (DP). A record high count for the Region was the 70+ Semipalmated Sandpipers at Iona I., July 16-17 (†BK). 
[image: ]
Two shots of the same Rufous-necked Stint, Tillamook Bay, Oreg., June 20, 1982. Photos/Jeff Gilligan. 

The first Oregon records of the Rufous-necked Stint were of two different birds in breeding plumage found on the Bayocean flats, Tillamook Bay, June 20 & July 3 (ph.-JG, ph.-O, Schmidt, D. Irons; photos examined-ed.). A Long-billed Curlew June 9 & 15 at Blackie Spit (RP, V. Newson, WW et al.) and several Red Knots along Boundary Bay during June and July (BK, MP et al.) provided only the second summer records of these species for the Vancouver, B.C., area. A Willet on Boundary Bay, B.C., June 6-9 (†MP et al.) represented about the ninth Vancouver area record. A Ruff found at Iona I., B.C., July 21-23 was a very early fall migrant (†BK, K. Bell, D. Aldcroft). The large colony of Glaucous-winged and W. gulls on Willapa Bay, Wash., was surveyed this summer for the first time since 1977 (BHT, SS). There were 3000+ nesting pairs, presenting an array of vivid iris colors and plumage patterns. In 1977, there were 1000-1500 nesting pairs. Willapa Bay's other nesting gull, the Ring-billed, is also increasing. About 60+ nests were counted this June (BHT, SS). Summering Bonaparte's Gulls remained at low levels for the fourth consecutive summer. However, after 3 low years, the numbers of non-breeding Black-legged Kittiwakes were up along the Washington coast (DP, G & WH, BHT). HN noted that Heermann's Gulls were abundant along the Oregon coast, with unusually high numbers of immatures present. A record count of almost 4000 pairs of Caspian Terns was made at the colonies along the Washington coast this summer (EC, W.D.G, BHT, SS). Several hundred more adults were noted throughout coastal Washington and British Columbia. At the end of July, HN reported that very large numbers of Com. Murres were present along the Oregon coast, both dead on the beaches and alive just offshore. The explanation for this concentration may be the warm anchovy rich water onshore at this time, attracting birds and thereby enhancing the visibility of normal mortality. There were some large concentrations of Marbled Murrelets reported: 29 at Port Susan, Wash., June 2 (BHT), and 50 at Pt. Roberts, Wash., June 30 (RP). There were also two rare summer sightings of the Ancient Murrelet: one with five Marbleds s. of Yachats, Oreg., July 21 (AC), and two apparent juveniles well offshore from Westport, Wash. (DP, TW). 

OWLS TO SKYLARKS -- A pair of Barred Owls bred in Discovery P., Seattle (ph., DH, m.ob.). Three young were seen out of the nest June 20 (D. Beaudette). Despite widespread reports of Barred Owls for many years, this was only the second confirmed nesting in the Region. The first was in 1975 (AB 29:900). Barred Owls were also sighted at 2 new locales in w. Washington; at Silver L., n. of Maple Falls, Whatcom Co. (D. McNeeley) and in Fort Dent P., Tukwila, King Co. (B. Brynteson). Two just s. of Campbell R., V.I. (HT) in late July are the northernmost yet reported for the Region. One was also heard July 24 at Victoria (M. & T. Shepard). An ad. Great Gray Owl and two fledged young were found June 25-27 in the mountains just e. of Ashland, Oreg. (MM, m.ob.). This is the first reported nesting of this species in the Cascades of w. Oregon, although such has been suspected for many years. A pair of Saw-whet Owls bred successfully at Burnaby, B.C. (I. Robertson). There are few nesting records of this species from the lowlands. The continued scarcity of Com. Nighthawks was stressed by observers in the Rogue and Willamette valleys of Oregon (MM, EzE, HN), through to the Puget Trough of Washington and s. British Columbia (BHT, W. Harm, DK). The second nesting record of the Anna's Hummingbird for Oregon was evidenced by a fledgling, barely able to fly, found in Corvallis June 1 (E & EzE). Two nests of Anna's Hummingbirds at Discovery P., Seattle (DH), were the fifth and sixth recorded for Washington. The summer distribution of Anna's is by no means continuous. The species is common in parts of Seattle (DH), yet scarce or absent to the s. in Tacoma and Olympia. To the n., at least 11 Anna's summered at Victoria (VG), and at least three were present all summer at a feeder in W. Vancouver, B.C. (C. Butt). There were several reports of local declines or scarcities of woodpeckers, which is rather unsettling in this big timber country. Common Flickers were in low numbers at Duncan, V.I. (JC). Hairy Woodpeckers are now only rarely reported from the Corvallis area (E & EzE), and are scarce at Victoria (VG). A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker nest found s.w. of Mt. St. Helens, Wash. (D. Anderson) was noteworthy, not so much for the locale, but for the scarcity of actual nest observations in our Region. Only four E. Kingbirds and five W. Kingbirds were reported away from the known breeding locales for each species. This is a somewhat lower number than normal. A pair of W. Kingbirds nested at Ft. Lewis, Wash. (BHT, GW) for the first nesting record of this species in the Puget Trough. Skylarks were found singing over a field near Cowichan Station, V.I., July 8 (PRW). This is the farthest n.w. location yet known to be occupied. 

MARTINS TO BLUEBIRDS -- The Purple Martin news was generally good, with the exception of that from V.I. The two pairs at Duncan, V.I., was the lowest count there in 14 years (JC) and Victoria hosted only a few more than that (VG). In Washington there were 20- 25 broods produced in s. Puget Sound (JD). In Oregon MS reported increasing sightings in Douglas County, and a locale near Toledo was used after several year's absence (JK, fide HN). Scrub Jays are slowly increasing their range to the N and W in the Region. AM noted that the species is becoming more prevalent in the drier, inland portions of Coos County, Oregon. As in past summers, Rock Wrens were found on the w. slope of the Cascades in Washington, this year in King and Whatcom cos. (EH, J. Duemmel). As with the previous summer records from the w. slope, no evidence of breeding was obtained. Another Rock Wren was at a quarry near Tualatin, s. of Portland June 22 (E. Lev, fide HN). There were 3 reports of Mockingbirds; one June 3-5 in Campbell River, V.I. (HT), one July 6 at Coos Head, Oreg. (AM), and one June 18 in Medford, Oreg. (fide MM). Gray Catbirds are intermittent breeders at Pitt Meadows in the Fraser R. valley e. of Vancouver, B.C. Two to three Gray Catbirds were present throughout the summer at Pitt Meadows (H. Brownlow) for the first sightings there since 1979. One was also seen nearby at DeBouville Slough July 24 (RP et al.). There are no other known breeding sites in the Region. The Pemberton Valley n. of Vancouver, B.C. is also the only part of our Region with breeding Veeries. Twelve were found near Pemberton, B.C., June 13 (K. Hobson et al.). A lone bird was singing at Pitt Meadows July 8 (†MP) for the third Vancouver area record. Mike Paczolt's nest boxes at Agate L., Jackson Co., Oreg., successfully fledged 120 young W. Bluebirds. Nearby in Douglas County, however, MS noted that bluebirds seemed to be having more trouble than usual. Reproductive success also appeared low on Ft. Lewis, Wash. (BHT, GW). A nestbox at Metchosin, V.I., produced four young (VG) and the success of a snag-nesting pair in the Sooke Hills, Malahat Land District, V.I., was undetermined (PRW). 
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VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- HN noted that Warbling Vireos in Oregon were quite conspicuous, with good reproduction. However, Warbling Vireos were noted as scarce at Olympia, Wash. (JD), and Duncan, V.I. (JC). EH detected a general decline in vireo numbers on the Issaquah, Wash., Breeding Bird Survey. Solitary Vireos were extremely scarce at Duncan, V.I. (JC). Red-eyed Vireo numbers were below normal at Olympia, Wash. (JD, BHT). In contrast, reports of Yellow Warbler breeding success were uniformly good, from Ashland, Oreg., (MM), Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (RW), and Duncan, V.I. (JC). MacGillivray's Warblers were also believed to have had an excellent nesting season in Oregon (HN). Indications of possible breeding range expansions included a singing male Nashville Warbler near Issaquah, Wash., June 20 (EH), and several singing Yellow-breasted Chats present June 18-July 11 at Broadbent, on the Coquille R., Oreg., for the first Coos County records (fide AM). Reports of Am. Redstarts were widespread. One to two pairs were near Newhalem, Wash., June 6-13 (TW) in the same alder swamp as last year. There were four records of Am. Redstarts which appeared to be vagrants: one male at Sproat L., V.I., June 11 (MP), a first-year male in W. Vancouver, B.C., June 30-July 1 (†DK, †D. Cannings, m.ob.), an ad. male at Sea I., Vancouver, B.C., July 2 (†MP), and an ad. male at Foster Res., e. of Corvallis, Oreg., July 11-18 (F. Graves, fide EzE). The pair of Am. Redstarts seen near Glide, e. of Roseburg, Oreg., July 6, but not found when searched for later (KK), was difficult to categorize. More unusual vagrants were a male Black-throated Green Warbler June 19 at Reifel I., B.C. (†WW), for the first Vancouver area and coastal British Columbia record, another male Black-throated Green Warbler, also seen June 19, at Cape Blanco, Curry Co., Oreg. (R. Smith, fide HN), and a male Chestnut-sided Warbler June 6 on Bayocean Pen., Tillamook Co., Oreg., (†JG). 

ORIOLES TO SPARROWS -- Northern Orioles continue to slowly increase their breeding populations around Victoria and Vancouver, B.C. A nest at Victoria fledged four young, and there were sightings of eight+ other adults there (VG). Of a total of 16 sightings in the Vancouver, B.C., area (fide DK), the only nesting report was of two adults feeding two fledglings at DeBouville Slough (RP et al.). An ad. male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen June 30 near Green L., in Seattle, Wash., for only the second w. Washington record (†M. Keplinger). Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted to be unusually abundant by 2 Washington observers (JD, RW). The only other mention of the species was that they were fairly common at Campbell River, V.I. (HT). A few Evening Grosbeaks remained in the lowlands into June. Evidence of breeding came from Victoria (B. McCabe, fide VG) and Everett, Wash. (specimen of fledgling, fide M. Jordan). Lazuli Buntings were noted more frequently than usual within their regular breeding range in Oregon (HN). In Washington, where Lazulis breed very sparingly w. of the Cascades, singing males were noted at 2 new locations in King County (EH) and one in Lewis County (BHT). A male Indigo Bunting stayed July 28-Aug. 4 along a powerline right-of-way near Eugene, Oreg. (B. Combs, m.ob.). Red Crossbills were present throughout the period in the lowlands of British Columbia. To the s., however, they were virtually unreported during June. Small groups appeared in early July in the lowlands of Washington (EH, BHT) and Oregon (E & EzE). The species began nesting activities at the end of July in Olympia, Wash. (BHT), and on Vashon L., near Seattle, Wash. (PM). The Douglas fir cone crop was abundant at both locations. Green-tailed and Brown towhees were reported in good numbers from Jackson and Douglas Cos., in s. Oregon (MS, MM, S. Gordon). These 2 counties comprise the extent of their breeding range in our Region. A Vesper Sparrow was at Pitt Meadows, B.C., June 26 (†MD), somewhat n. of its usual range. A Fox Sparrow was at the South Jetty of the Columbia R., June 28 (JG), well s. of its usual range, and two were at N. Vancouver, B.C., June 28 with one still there June 30 (?MD). A pair of pugetensis White-crowned Sparrows was closely observed feeding two fledglings July 30 at White Pass, Wash. (†PM). White-crowned Sparrows have been observed at that location in previous summers, but the subspecies had not been determined. The 4300 ft elevation is higher than other known breeding locations of pugetensis and lower, and much farther s. or n., than those of gambelii or oriantha. 

INITIALED OBSERVERS and ABBREVIATIONS:, with Sub-Regional Editors in boldface. John Comer, Alan Contreras, Eric Cummins, Mark Daly, Jack Davis, Elsie & Elzy Eltzroth (EzE), Jeff Gilligan, Vic Goodwill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Dave Hutchinson, Brian Kautesk, Ken Knittie, Jan Krabbe, Doug Kragh, Alan McGie, Marjorie Moore, Harry Nehls, Dennis Paulson, Roy Phillips, Michael Price, Martha Sawyer, Steve Speich, Howard Telosky, Terry Wahl, George Walter, Wayne Weber, Ralph Widrig (RW), P. Ray Williams (PRW). W.D.G. = Washington Dept. of Game, and (†) = written description on file.
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