Northwest Field Notes Annotated / 1980-1989

1981
Autumn Migration, 1980
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers
The fall season in the Region, insofar as one can generalize over this vast area, was mild, sunny and dry, although many subregions deviated markedly from this pattern Lack of any major storms allowed the late lingering of many summer residents. Some northern birds seemed in no hurry to move down yet others arrived early and/or in unusual numbers. As the result of a cool, moist growing season, food supplies appeared good and water levels quite high Many unusual sightings occurred, probably at least partly owing to more people spending more time afield.
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LOONS AND GREBES -- Three Arctic Loons were on L. Lenore, Grant Co., Wash, Nov. 8-9 (JA & BW) and a Red-throated Loon was observed at length on Alice L, 8 mi s.w. of Obsidian in Sawtooth N.R.A., Ida., Aug. 12 (DJ et al.). Ten Red-necked Grebes, including immatures, were on Spectacle L., near Loomis, Wash., Aug. 19 (EH) and one was on Conconully Res., Conconully, Wash., Sept. 7 (GB & DH). At Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., the species tarried until Sept. 20, a late date there (LN) A Horned Grebe, seldom seen in s.w. Idaho, appeared Oct. 18 at Boise (MC). The largest gathering of W. Grebes was of 47 on Winchester Wasteway w. of Moses L., Wash, Oct. 11 (RF).
PELICANS THROUGH IBISES -- The highest count for the year for White Pelicans at N. Potholes-Potholes Res., s.w. of Moses L., was 150 Aug. 22 (RF). Hadley Roberts had his second sighting ever of the species at Salmon, Ida. Oct. 31-Nov. 3. About 100 dropped into Umatilla N.W.R., Umatilla Co., Ore., in late September and stayed through mid-October (CC et al.). Nesting pairs of Double-crested Cormorants at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., numbered 180 vs 80 in 1979. Cattle Egrets continued to spread into the Region. One was sighted near Paterson, Wash., Oct. 28 (FM) and one was in W Richland, Wash., Nov. 13-Dec. 4 (RW et al.) At Wapato, Wash., two stayed for several weeks in November (W.D.G., Y.A.S.). Nampa, Ida. had five, the largest group so far for that area, Nov. 10-15 (A & HL, NS). One was near Helena, Mont., Sept. 20-22 for that area's first (AH & PDS) and one at Townsend, Mont., Oct. 4 was the second there (PN et al.). Malheur N.W.R., had two Aug. 14 In British Columbia four were at Nakusp on Upper Arrow L., s. of Revelstoke Nov 9 (GD), two appeared at Genelle near Trail Nov. 10 (ME), one at Golden Nov. 9 (FK) and one at Oliver in mid-November (SC) Great Egret sightings were becoming more common in s.w. Idaho. One was at Ft. Boise Aug. 9 (AL) and Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, hosted five Aug. 27 with one until Nov 30 (EB). That refuge also had a Snowy Egret Aug. 17 (EB) and three were at C.J. Strike Res., near Bruneau, Ida. Sept. 13 
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(AL, G.E.A.S.). One was at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., Sept. 13 for Woodley's second local record and another was along the Columbia R., a few mi below the Vernita Bridge Oct. 7 (AM). One at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., in late August was a rarity there (RS). White-faced Ibis did extremely well at Malheur with 600 nesting pairs, up from 150 in 1979. An Am. Bittern at Wallowa L., Wallowa Co., Ore., provided only the second county record in the last 5 years (FC).
WATERFOWL -- Whistling Swan numbers at Malheur peaked at 5000 in late November. Trumpeter Swans there had an average nesting year with 15 young produced. Trumpeters' success at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., was the lowest on record, with only six cygnets fledged, compared to 52 last year. Cold, wet weather, with many nests flooded, was blamed. The tri-state aerial survey in that area Sept. 2-5 found 462 adults and 23 cygnets compared to last year's 403 and 86. An orange-collared bird from Alberta remained on the refuge during the summer and a green-collared bird from Red Rock Lakes was reported paired with an unmarked swan on Albino L., in Gallatin N.F., n.w. of Yellowstone N.P. (RS). Three Trumpeters stopped at sewage ponds at St. Joseph Ore., Nov. 1 (FC). Canada Geese numbers peaked at 9110 in October at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., and at 9350 at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nov. 30. White-fronted Goose numbers at Malheur reached 3000 in late September. Several Tule White-fronted Geese, some with blue collars, from the recently-discovered Alaska colony, appeared at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash. (JR). Three White-fronteds were at Tranquille, B.C., Sept. 21 (RH) and Deer Flat had up to eight (EB). Snow Goose numbers were down at Malheur, the highest number was 850 Nov. 6. Mallard numbers at Deer Flat were slightly lower than last year, with 205,000 at November's end, probably owing to warm weather in Alberta. Lake Helena, Mont., had 10,000 ducks, mostly Mallards, in late November (SM). On the n. Idaho aerial count Nov. 15 Mallards peaked at >10,000 on the Coeur d' Alene, Pend Oreille and St. Joe Rivers (I.F.G.). Total duck numbers at Columbia N.W.R., reached >72,000 in November. At Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida., ducks totaled 81,000, close to normal, but Pintails were down, with only 11,000 (JHi). Duck production at Turnbull was down about 33%, probably due to the ashfall from Mt. St. Helens (JR). Three Eur. Wigeon were on Carty Res., at the Boardman, Ore., power plant the only ones reported (RK). A Ring-necked Duck at Bruneau Sand Dunes S.P., Bruneau, Ida., Nov. 1 was the first for s.w. Idaho (A & HL). Canvasbacks at Minidoka showed a good 4200 and 200 at Bruneau S. and Dunes S.P. made good news (CH). A Greater Scaup was on the Chewelah, Wash., sewage ponds for the first positive record there (EH & JN). McNary N.W.R. had an ad. male White-winged Scoter Oct. 11 (WS & GV) and one was at Kootenai N.W.R., Oct. 29 (LN). Two of this species at Minidoka Oct. 16 were noteworthy (WHS). Up to 12 were on L. Lenore, Grant Co., Wash., Nov. 6-9 along with 1-6 Surf Scoters (JA, RF, BW) and one of the latter was on the Methow R., n. of Pateros, Wash. (GB). A female Harlequin Duck and six young were on Sullivan Cr., e. Metaline Falls, Wash., Aug. 3 (BW), and one stopped at a pond near Ellensburg, Wash., Nov 28 (Y.A.S.). In. s. Idaho three Hooded Mergansers were on L. Walcott on the Snake R., Nov. 22 (CT) and five were on the Weiser R., Nov. 22 (CT) and five were on the Weiser R., near Weiser Nov. 15 (CHO et al.). Saddle Mountain N.W.R., w. of Othello, Wash., hosted 2000 Com. Mergansers, Oct. 26 (EH).
VULTURES AND HAWKS -- A Turkey Vulture flew over downtown Kamloops, B.C., on the late date of Oct. 28 (AF) and a concentration of at least 15 was between Valley and Springdale, Wash., in mid-August (JN). A minutely described Broad-winged Hawk was observed n.e. of Sullivan L., in Pend Oreille Co., Wash., Aug. 31 (JA & RWi) for apparently the first state record. The Bridget Mt. hawk watch 10 mi n.e. of Bozeman, Mont., counted two of these birds Sept. 17 (FT) and three Sept. 26 (FT, DS, PDS). Most of the Ferruginous Hawk sightings were at Henry's L., n.e. Fremont Co., Ida. with 56, mostly immatures there Sept. 1. They apparently gathered there rather than at Kilgore, another staging area to the w., where only five were found (CT). A very few of the birds appeared in c. Washington and e. Oregon and two were seen over Boulder, Mont., Nov. 10 & 12 (G & NN). By mid-November up to 17 Bald Eagles were feeding on whitefish along the Kootenai and Fisher Rivers in Lincoln Co., Mont., and by late November 200-300 had migrated through the area (CW). Bald Eagle numbers on lower McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., Mont., reached a peak of 377 Nov. 5 (JD). The Bridget Mt. hawk watch Sept. 16-Nov. 4 recorded a total of 563 raptors of 14 species. Golden Eagle came up with the top number of 211 and Sharp-shinned Hawk was second with 152. The biggest day, Sept. 17, bad 45 Sharp-shinneds and 17 Cooper's hawks and the runner up was Sept. 26 with 30 Golden Eagles and 25 Sharp-shinneds (FT, DS, PDS, JS). The Region produced only one Gyrfalcon and three Peregrine reports.
GROUSE THROUGH TURKEYS -- Blue, Spruce and Ruffed grouse evidently had a poor hatch in Kootenai N.F., and the last species showed poor success at Kootenai N.W.R., and in n. Pend Oreille County, Wash. Cool, wet weather and possibly volcanic ash were involved. However, the Ketchum, Ida., area was reported as having an increase in Ruffed and Blue grouse (WHS). Blue Grouse showed high numbers in the mountains of n. Pend Oreille County (JN) but the hatch of this species in the Salmon, Ida. area was down (HR). Sage and Sharp-tailed grouse were considered quite plentiful in the Rupert, I. vicinity (WHS) but Sage Grouse numbers s. of Twin Falls, Ida., seemed to have decreased markedly (EBa). There were three reports of Turkeys 5 mi s. of Kimberly, B.C. (MW).
CRANES THROUGH COOT -- The earliest Sand Hill Crane movement noted was at Salmon, Ida. with 17 birds Aug. 7 (HR) but the migration was mostly in September and October. At Penticton, B.C., 1200± flew past in about 1.5 hrs Sept. 21 (JG). Their numbers reached 2157 at Malheur N.W.R., Oct. 19. Only M young were produced there this summer. At least two Sandhills summered in a swampy meadow w. of Rogerson, Ida. (EBa) and two were seen near Seneca, Ore., July 15 (RP).
S.A.
Of the 15 Whooping Cranes known to have migrated in from their New Mexico wintering grounds, eight were found summering in .s. Idaho, three were in the Upper Grin R. drainage w. of Pinedale, Wyo., one was in the Bear R. Valley near Cokeville, Wyo., and one summered at Antero Res., Park Co., Colo. Five young reared by Sandhill Crane foster parents at Grays Lake N.W.R., Caribou Co., Ida., departed with their foster parents Oct. 1-9. Four had reached wintering grounds at or near Bosque del Apache N.W.R., N. Mex., by Nov. 30. Sub-adult Whoopers migrated almost a month later than the young of the year and 12 had reached the wintering area by Nov. 30 (RD).

Top "rarity" honors went to the Common Gallinule. One was picked up dead on the road near Castleford, Ida. Aug. 15 (NO & JRu) and another was sighted at a pond on Skookumchuck Prairie near Kimberley, B.C., Aug. 14 (MW). American Coot numbers on aerial surveys of the Coeur d' Alene, Pend Oreille and St. Joe Rivers in n. Idaho showed a big decline, with only 5000 recorded, the lowest in at least the last 6 years (I.F.G.).
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SHOREBIRDS -- A Semipalmated Plover at Wasa Sloughs near Kimberley, B.C., apparently a new locality for the species, appeared Aug. 13 and stayed about a week (MW). One was seen near Cataldo Sept. 21 for the first fall record for n. Idaho since 1953 and one of very few for that part of the state (SGS). The only Washington report was of one at Reardan Aug. 31 (BJ). The only Am. Golden Plovers reported were three at Penticton, B.C., Sept. 23 (SC) and at least six at Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla Co., Ore., Sept. 21 (JE, MCo et al.). A few Black-bellied Plovers were seen moving down from the s. Okanagan at Penticton, through e. Washington to n.c. Oregon (Cold Springs). A notable concentration of at least 20 was at N. Potholes Res., Sept. 21-22 (GSB, SR). Trail, B.C., had a Ruddy Turnstone Sept. 1 (ME). An impressive flock of 200 Com. Snipe was at Rocky Pt., Upper Klamath L., Ore., Oct. 26 (SS). Up to 600 Long-billed Curlews were gathering for migration at the Boardman, Ore., power plant July 8; 200 were still there July 29 (RK). The last fall birds at Malheur were seen Aug. 25 but the Yakima R. delta near Richland, Wash., had one Sept. 14, about 6 weeks later than any previous date there (RW, Y.A.S.). Whimbrel, very rare in the Region, appeared at 2 localities. Five were at McKay Creek N.W.R., Umatilla, Co., Ore., Aug. 13 (SG) and one stopped at L. Helena Sept. 24 for the second record there (SM). The only Upland Sandpiper report was of one in Logan Valley, Grant Co., Ore., Aug. 11, apparently a late date (SG). Willets were reported only at Malheur N.W.R., eight including four young Aug. 2 (RP). The N. Potholes had at least 20 Pectoral Sandpipers Sept. 21-22 (GSB & SR). A few other sightings were mostly in e. Washington. A few Baird's Sandpipers were noted moving through e. Washington and Oregon. The largest concentration was of 15 at the mouth of Ladd Cr., near La Grande, Ore., Aug. 11 (JE & GS). Malheur had ten Aug. 6 and the N. Potholes had six Sept. 21-22 (GSB & SR). Seven were at Wenas Res., n.w. of Yakima Aug. 27 (EH) and the Yakima delta had one Sept. 14 (Y.A.S.). Three sightings of Stilt Sandpipers were apparently the first ever for e. Oregon. One was at Cold springs N.W.R., Sept. 6 (CC, MCo, NB); one was photographed at Miller I., near Klamath Falls Sept. 13-18 (SS), and one was sighted at Summer Lake N.W.R., Lake County Sept. 28 (DI). One was at Harrison, Mont., Aug. 27 and 2-3 were at Belgrade, Mont., Sept. 10-24 (PDS & SC) for the only other records. A winter-plumaged Semipalmated Sandpiper at the mouth of Ladd Cr., La Grande Aug. 11 (JE & GS) and one at Cold Springs N.W.R., Aug. 26 (CC, MCo, NB) were supposedly the first for e. Oregon. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Knutsford, B.C., Sept. 14 was apparently the first ever for that area (RH). Single Marbled Godwits, rare in the Region, were sighted at Malheur Aug. 1 (RP), at Cold Springs Sept. 6 (CC, MCo, JE, RW), at McKay Creek N.W.R. Aug. 13 and in the Nampa area (G.E.A.S.). Impressive numbers of Sanderlings showed up, N. Potholes Res. recording 80 Sept. 21-22 (GSB & SR). The Yakima delta had a "large flock" Sept. 14 (Y.A.S.) and nine Sept. 20 (RW). Cold Springs counted eight birds Sept. 14-21 (CC, MCo, JE) and two at Wallowa L. furnished the county's first record (FC). Harrison L., Harrison, Mont., had six Sept. 24 (FT, PDS, JS). At least 2000 Am. Avocets were at Malheur N.W.R., Aug. 6. Thirty lingered at N. Potholes Res., until the late date of Sept. 22 (GSB & SR). Black-necked Stilts were reported only for Malheur (RP) and the Rupert, Ida. area (WHS). A Red Phalarope was identified at the mouth of the Walla Walla R., Wallula, Wash., Oct. 11 (WS & GV) and one was collected at the N. Potholes Sept. 21 or 22 (*W.S.U., GSB & SR).
JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- A Parasitic Jaeger at Wallowa L., Sept. 10 was the first for n.e. Oregon (CCa). Three were at Malheur Aug. 31 (JB) and one was sighted Oct. 8 there. A "huge, dark" imm. jaeger on the n. edge of Am. Falls Res., near Springfield, Ida., Sept. 20 was suspected of being Pomarine (CT et al.). It would be the state's third.
[image: ]A Long-tailed Jaeger, Wilsall, Mont., Sept. 21, 1980. Photo/P.D. Skaar.
An ad. Long-tailed Jaeger photographed at Wilsall, Mont., Sept. 21 furnished the state's fifth record and the first for s.c. Montana (PDS, JS, ETH, SCo). A Glaucous-winged Gull, rare inland, was at Kamloops, B.C., Nov. 30 (RH). Herring Gulls were reported for the Nampa area, two Aug. 5 and eight Oct. 25 (G.E.A.S.). Libby Dam n.e. of Libby, Mont., had up to 17 Ring-billed Gulls during late summer-early fall (CW). Twenty-five were along lower McDonald Cr., below L. McDonald, Glacier N.P., until about Nov. 12 (JD). A Mew Gull was sighted at Kamloops Nov. 9 (RH) and an adult appeared at Klamath Falls Nov. 7-22 (SS). A Franklin's Gull was at the mouth of the Walla Walla R., Oct. 11 (WS & GV) and an imm. bird was sighted s. of Klamath Falls Sept. 29 (SS). Bonaparte's Gulls appeared briefly at Kootenai N.W.R., with five there Oct. 10 and 30 arriving in early November stayed 2 weeks (LN). A single bird was sighted at Rocky Reach Dam on the Columbia R., n. of Wenatchee Oct. 22 (PC) and one was seen 7 mi w. of Davenport, Wash., Nov. 6 (JH). Ennis, Mont., had ten Nov. 2 (PDS & DS). A Sabine's Gull was photographed at the Boardman power plant Sept. 12 (RK) and one was collected at the N. Potholes Sept. 21 or 22 (*W.S.U., GSB & SR). Summer Lake N.W.R., had one Sept. 28 (DI). A Com. Tern at Cold Springs N.W.R., Sept. 13 was the first for n.e. Oregon (CC, NB).
PIGEONS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS: -- The only Band-tailed Pigeon report was of one along the Link R., at Klamath Falls Oct. 24 (SS). Oregon had three sightings of Yellow-billed Cuckoos. One was at Adrian Aug. 3 (fide RP) and two that appeared Aug. 6 in La Grande remained through the month for the second county record (SCr, m.ob.). One 5 min. of Imnaha Aug. 31 was the first for Wallowa County (JE). Two observations of Flammulated Owls were made in Wallowa County (SG & MM) and one in Union County, Ore. (RR). One was photographed at the Davenport, Wash. cemetery, an unlikely spot Sept. 21 (JA). Upper McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., had an imm. Snowy Owl Nov. 18-21 (JD) and another was found dead on a road between Reardan and Davenport, Wash., Dec. 1 (JA) for the only reports. Kootenai N.W.R. had a rare observation of a Barred Owl Nov. 16 (LN). The first Great Gray Owl record for the Klamath Falls area was of one at Lake of the Woods Sept. 23 (SS). Sightings were also obtained near Henry's L., Ida. (CT), at Spanish Cr., s.w. of Bozeman (MEm), in the Blue Mts., n. of Enterprise, Ore. (MCo) and at Otter L., near Vernon, B.C. (KG). Single Saw-whet Owls showed up at Cheney, Ellensburg, Ephrata and Quincy, Wash., and at Bozeman. A few Poor-wills were sighted in e. Washington in a strip extending from Yakima n. to Pateros, and Oregon had one at Irrigon (LG). An estimated 1500-2000 Vaux's Swifts were again using the chimney at the old ice plant near Klickitat, Wash., Aug. 24 (Y.A.S.) and at least 270 Black Swifts were feeding low along Hwy 97 near Brewster, Wash., Aug. 30 (NM). White-throated Swifts were observed at Alkali L., Grant Co., Wash., on the astonishingly late date of Nov. 30 (RF). At least three Black-chinned Hummingbirds were sighted at Meadow Brook Pass s. of Dale, Ore., in mid-September (SG). Anna's Hummingbirds continued to move into the Region. One visited a feeder at Spokane Sept. 28 (JA), Yakima had one Nov. 3 (EC) and Leavenworth, Wash., had one Aug. 7 (LG). One Anna's Hummingbird photographed at a Boise feeder Nov. 6 was apparently Idaho's first (AL, MC, EY, BH).
WOODPECKERS THROUGH BUSHTITS -- Noteworthy were the appearances of a White-headed Woodpecker in Kootenai N.F., Mont. (CW) and of three at Daggett Cr., n.e. of Boise (A & HL). The northernmost record ever of a Gray Flycatcher was of three at Leader L., near Omak Aug. 20 (EH). Blue Jays kept pushing into the Region. Libby, Mont., had one and a second bird believed to be a Blue x Steller's appeared there at midsummer and remained through the fall (CW & WW). One Blue Jay was sighted at Golden, B.C., Nov. 2 (FK), at least two stayed all Fall at Turnbull N.W.R. (JR) and one turned up at Chewelah, Wash., Nov. 27 for the second county record (JN). The Helena area had a positive record of Chestnut-backed Chickadees. One visited a feeder in late November (and also last winter November-March) (AS). A new locality for Bushtits was Dierkes L., near Twin Falls, Ida., where 60 were found Nov. 14 (JRu).
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MIMIC THRUSHES THROUGH SHRIKES -- Late-nesting Sage Thrashers had three nestlings Aug. 1 at White L., near Penticton (SC). The bluebird nest box project at Spokane showed poor success for W. Bluebirds, apparently largely because of the Mr. St. Helens ashfall. Of 336 eggs only 32% resulted in fledglings, compared to 1979's 292 eggs, 57% of which produced fledged young (DP). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was spotted Aug. 3 on Stukel Mt., just s.e. of Klamath Falls (SS). About ten Bohemian Waxwings were seen at Rainy Pass, a possible nesting locality, in the Cascade Mrs., w. of Winthrop, Wash., Aug. 21 (BW). Bozeman had high numbers of these birds with up to 1000 in a flock by Nov. 9 but they put in sparse appearances or were absent elsewhere. A Loggerhead Shrike was sighted at Thompson L., in November and another was found on Little Wolf Mt., e. of Libby, both in Lincoln County, Mont. (CW).
WARBLERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- Two Black-and-white Warblers appeared near the mouth of the Weiser R., Weiser, Ida. Nov. 22 for apparently the first state record (CHo et al.). One each ad. and imm. Tennessee Warblers in La Grande, Ore., Aug. 20-22 provided the second county record (JE & JSc) and an adult at Wallowa Lake S.P., near Enterprise, Ore., Aug. 31 was the first for the county (JE). Oregon had "tremendous" concentrations, often of 75-100 birds in a flock, of Yellow-rumped Warblers moving through Umatilla, Union and Wallowa cos., in September but a storm Oct. 12 drove them all out (JE). The Bitterroot Valley around Hamilton, Mont., had unusual numbers also, apparently held by an outbreak of skeletonizer moths (CP). An Ovenbird was heard singing Aug. 27 at the Hardy Canyon site in Yakima County where the July bird was found (EH). The only Com. Yellowthroats reported were one a mile e. of Creston, Wash., Sept. 18 (JH) and one at Silver Cr., near Carey, Ida. Oct. 16 (WHS). A mystery orphan from near Boise had many birders guessing. Its nest, supported on marsh grass stems, had been destroyed and the nestling was reported as being defended by a female Brewer's Blackbird. Hand-reared and regularly photographed, the bird eventually came to look much more like a W. Tanager or an oriole than a blackbird (RM, fide MC).
FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- Malheur N.W.R. was favored with a visit from a Rose-breasted Grosbeak Aug. 30 (Ref. Pets.). A "northern finch" winter seemed in the offing. From a few individuals to sizable flocks of Com. Redpolls had appeared in British Columbia's s. Okanagan Valley, e. Washington, s. Idaho and at Bozeman. Pine Siskins were surging in s.e. British Columbia and in coniferous forest in n.e. Washington and w. of Yakima. They lingered at Fortine, Mont., where they are rare in winter. The Kimberley area, n. Washington, n.w. Montana and the Salmon, Ida. area reported many Red Crossbills. White-winged Crossbills were reported in the mountains of n. Washington and n.w. Montana and around Kimberley to the n. They also visited the Blue Mts. n. of Enterprise, Ore., and in the Wallowa Mts., between that city and Union. Prairie, in the s.w. corner of Idaho, apparently was a new area for the species. By contrast, the s. Okanagan of British Columbia found both crossbill species very scarce.
[image: ]“Mystery” bird, near Boise, Ida., Autumn, 1980. Photo/Ruth Melichas. 
A well-described Gray-headed Junco at Boise Nov. 2 was the first for that area (MC). The only Harris' Sparrow to be recorded was at a Hermiston, Ore. feeder Nov. 11 (CC). Golden-crowned Sparrows were moving through the Yakima and Wenatchee areas, apparently in rather good numbers, Sept. 4-Nov. 4. Previous reports have indicated the species as scarce or at best uncommon along the e. base of the Cascades. Single White-throated Sparrows were noted at Tranquille, B.C., Sept. 21 (RRi), at Boise Nov. 3 (MC) and at Rupert Oct. 26 (WHS). A few Lapland Longspurs had appeared. Penticton had 30+ Sept. 16 (SC), Saddle Mountain N.W.R. hosted 12 Oct. 26 (EH) and Reardan and Davenport, Wash., provided single birds Sept. 20 and Oct. 31 respectively (JA). Snow Buntings were already appearing, as far s. as s. Idaho. An appearance of the species at Chewelah apparently made the first county record there (JN).
CORRIGENDA -- In AB 34:183 "Sharp-tailed numbers… w. of Rogerson..." should read "Sage Grouse...", and on p. 799 the Black-and-white Warbler in La Grande May 17, 1980 was not the first for n.e. Oregon. See AB 34:184.
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Autumn Migration, 1980
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.
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August through October was uniformly warmer and much drier than usual, based on the Medford, Portland, and Seattle weather stations. Then November rainfall was double the total precipitation during the previous three months. Most fell during scattered storms, however, and the overall temperature remained above average. The usual vagrant concentration in late August-early September included Hudsonian Godwit, Say's Phoebe, Ash-throated Flycatcher, N. Parula, Brewer's Sparrow, and Smith's Longspur. Then in mid-October most of the vagrant warblers occurred, with Black-and-white, Blackpoll, and Cape May noted. Despite these birds, and eleven Ruffs, the season seemed quiet, generally matching the weather.
LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- The first Yellow-billed Loon reported this season was in the Westport, Wash., harbor Oct. 5 (TW et al.). The 318 Red-necked Grebes off s. Vancouver I., (hereafter, V.I.), Sept. 7 (MS, J & RS, fide VG) was a relatively high count. So too were the 30+ Eared Grebes on the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds Oct. 19-26 (MiM et al.), and the seven Eareds at Ocean Park, B.C., Oct. 26 (JWi, fide WVO. Flocks of 3000+ W. Grebes were found in early October at Iona I., near Vancouver, B.C. (WW), and off Crofton, V.I. (JC et al.). In Oregon the species was considered to be in lower numbers than in recent years (HN). As usual all individuals examined were of the dark phase. With one exception observed numbers of N. Fulmars remained low. Three were seen off Westport Aug. 17 & Oct. 5 (TW, DP et al.), and four were blown in by a storm to Netarts Bay, Oreg. Nov. 1 (TC, RP). One trip off Newport, Oreg., however, found 200± N. Fulmar Oct. 18 (TC et al). Observed numbers of Pink-footed, Flesh-footed, and New Zealand shearwaters were very low, continuing the pattern of the previous two autumns. High counts of Pink-footeds were 64 off Westport Sept. 8 (TW et al.), 75± off Newport Sept. 27 (TC, SG et al.), and 85 off Westport Oct. 5. The high count of New Zealands was 24 off Westport Oct. 5 (TW, DP et al). The only Flesh-footeds noted were singles Aug. 17 off Westport (TW et al.) and Sept. 20 off Brookings, Org. (†SS et al). No Short-tailed Shearwaters were reported. The N influx of Brown Pelicans peaked at 200 in Tillamook Bay, Oreg., during September (DF et al.) and 250 at nearby Netarts Bay Nov. 1 (TC, RP). Twenty were n. to the n. jetty of the Columbia R., Wash., Sept. 10 (RW). One at Netarts Bay Nov. 21 was the last reported (TC, RP). Green Herons were widely reported and were in above-normal numbers in at least the Bellingham area (TW). One Great Egret was found in s.w. British Columbia Sept. 3 & Oct. 6 (†JWi, †MP), and two were seen in w. Washington in November (RRy, DGa, JD, G & WH). In contrast, 130± Great Egrets were widespread in w. Oregon throughout the period.
 S.A.
There was a record invasion of Cattle Egrets n. of the Columbia R. This influx provided several times as many records for British Columbia as had ever been found there. Strangely, the first one was reported Oct. 8 from Tlell, on the Queen Charlotte Is., at the n. edge of the Region (fide WMr, MMc). Nine were near Nanaimo, V.I., Oct. 25-26 (fide WMr, MMc), and by Nov. 7-8 ten were on Reifel I., near Vancouver, B.C. (B & DDa, ST, fide WW), one was near Hoquiam, Wash. (G & WH), and 14 were in Newport, Oreg. (FS, BO, RB-ph., fide E & EE, HN). On Nov. 16 six were near Bellingham, Wash. (TW) and Nov. 21+ three were near Sumner, Wash. (†EH, †AR). There were many reports of one-two birds, and organized censuses Nov. 30 tallied 20 in s.w. British Columbia (DK et al.) and three in n.w. Washington (TW et al.). 

About five Snowy Egrets were found in s.w. Oregon, as usual. A group of 14 Black-crowned Night Herons, including both adults and juveniles, was found Oct. 4 at a sand and gravel pit just w. of Roseburg, Oreg. (MJ, MSa, fide FP). An imm. Black-crowned Night Heron was noted at Reifel I., B.C., Nov. 16 (ST, DK, MF, fide WW).
WATERFOWL -- Trumpeter Swans arrived s. V.I., s.w. British Columbia, and w. Washington on schedule in late October and early November. The 111 Mute Swans in the Duncan, V.I., area Nov. 22 was a high count (JC). One Mute Swan was at Iona I., near Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 1 (KBe, fide WW). The only Emperor Goose reported was on the beach at Cape Arago, Oreg. Nov. 11 (MGr, JH, fide AM). Thirty White-fronted Geese over the John's R., near Grays Harbor, Wash., Aug. 18 (TB, IK) were the earliest ever for w. Washington by about 3 weeks. Other early White-fronteds were on Sauvie I., near Portland, Oreg. Aug. 25 & 31, (RSm, fide HN), and on the beach at Tatoosh, I., Wash., Sept. 7, (DB et al.). From Sept. 14-Nov. 24 a White-fronted Goose with a rich dark brown head and neck and wearing a blue collar was present in Sooke, V.I. (BMu, M & VG et al.). The bird was considered to be of the "Tule" race (see AB 32:164, 1978). About 20 Black Ducks, presumably from the introduced populations, were on the Everett sewage ponds during September and October (m.ob.). A downy young Gadwall was with a few adults Aug. 21 in Everett (EH). The 76 Blue-winged Teal Aug. 30 at the Duncan, V.I., sewage ponds (JC) and 40 at the Nehalem, Oreg., sewage ponds Sept. 20 (DF, KA) were exceptionally high counts. Some of those at Duncan stayed through Oct. 11, and some at Nehalem until Oct. 19 (JG). A male "Eur." Green-winged Teal was found in Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 6 (FH, fide WW). Several Am. Wigeon were early at Oak Bay, V.I., Aug. 5 (fide VG), at Tukwila, Wash., Aug. 8 (BHT), in Seattle Aug. 18-19 (ES, ER), and at the S.J.C.R., Aug. 23 (HN). A female Wood Duck with four young was seen in Saanich, V.I., Aug. 8 (GC, fide VG), and 53 were present on the Duncan, V.I., sewage ponds Oct. 25 (JC). Greater Scaup were considered rather uncommon along the Oregon coast this season (HN), and both Greater and Lesser scaup were unusually scarce on s. V.I. (VG). A male Tufted Duck was at Crescent Beach, s.e. of Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 16-26 (JSv, fide WW). The local gathering of Barrow's Goldeneyes on Capitol L., Olympia, Wash., had reached 1000+ by early November (G & WH). A dead King Eider was found on the beach at Cape Arago, Oreg. Nov. 18 (†MGr, fide AM, CWa). A brood of 7-10 day old Ruddy Duck ducklings was on the Everett, Wash., sewage ponds Sept. 26 (PM).
RAPTORS THROUGH COOT -- From Sept. 20 through Oct. 13 flocks of several dozen Turkey Vultures were tracked across s. V.I. (fide VG). Many of these were ultimately seen heading out over the Straits. The high daily counts were 191 Sept. 21 and 155 Oct. 3. Farther s. a flock of 43 was seen over Sutherlin, Oreg. (MaM), and 300 passed S over 
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Silverdale, w. of Seattle (HNo), both on Oct. 5. About ten White-tailed Kites at 5 Oregon locations were a few more than last fall. One was n. to Willapa Bay, Wash., Sept. 21-Oct. 15 (D & MEm, fide E & EE; JWe, fide RW). Despite last year's promising beginning, there were no reports this year of ridgetop hawk watching in the Region. A few more Goshawks than usual were reported. The observed lowland ratio of Sharp-shinned Hawks to Cooper's was about 1:1. A "Harlan's Red-tailed Hawk was seen Oct. 26 at the Everett sewage ponds (†MiM, MEg et al.). Three Red-shouldered Hawks were noted in s. Oregon. Two were near Port Orford in early September (JG, DI) and one was near Eugene Oct. 1 (LM et al., fide CWa) and Nov. 22 (FR, fide E & EE). The latest Ospreys were one Oct. 20 on the Queen Charlotte Is. (TS, MEs, fide VG), and one Nov. 8 in Corvallis (JK, fide E & EE). A gray-phase Gyrfalcon was reported Nov. 2 over the surf off Bayocean spit, Oreg. (HN). Four Prairie Falcons were found w. of the Cascades in Oregon this season. One stayed Aug. 28+ at Agate L., near Medford (OSw, MaM, SG). There were reports of 55± Peregrines and 85 Merlins from throughout the Region. Even allowing for some possible duplication of migrant birds these totals are distinctly higher than those for the last several years. A Ruffed Grouse Sept. 14 at Iona I., B.C., was only the second record there (KH, fide WW). Another was drumming Oct. 18 near Fall C., Lincoln Co., Oreg. (R & JK, EEL Two Sofas and eight Virginia Rails were near the Anacortes, Was., ferry landing Sept. 13 (EH et al.), and another Sofa was on the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., Oct. 19 (fide TB). Two imm. Am. Coots were in Saanich, VA., Sept. 6 (RS, fide VG), and four downy young coots were in Seattle Sept. 14 (EH et al.).
SHOREBIRDS -- A Snowy Plover nest with three eggs was found Aug. 2 at Tillamook, Oreg. (JG, TC, OSc, fide HN), and two adults with eight immatures were seen there Sept. 11(HN). One adult and two imm. Snowies were seen Aug. 24 on dredge spoil on the n. spit at Coos Bay, Oreg. (AM). Groups of 50-150 Am. Golden Plover were at Ocean Shores and Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Sept. 2- Oct. 4 (MC, DP, EH et al.). About 20 of those seen Sept. 27 were believed to be of the race fulva (BHT). Elsewhere the largest flock was of 12 at Coos Bay Sept. 8-13 (AM, JG, HN, RP). Many others were scattered throughout the Region. The high counts of Ruddy Turnstones were Sept. 2, with 27 at Dungeness Spit, Wash. (KG) and 24 at Ocean Shores (MC). Single Ruddies were late at Beach Grove, B.C., Nov. 10 (BK), Bandon, Oreg., Nov. 23 (SG), and Port Angeles, Wash., Nov. 30 (WS, KK). A large flock of 27+ Long-billed Curlews was in the Tokeland-Leadbetter Pt., area Sept. 7-11 (MC, CWe). Two Upland Sandpipers were found Sept. 14 in a gravel pit pond just s. of Cowichan Bay, V.I. (B & WMe, fide VG). About 17 Solitary Sandpipers were scattered through the Region. A Spotted Redshank briefly appeared Nov. 29 at the Reifel Ref., near Vancouver, B.C. (†BK), for only the second record for the Region. The first was also at Reifel Ref. (AB 25:97, 1971). The 190 Greater Yellowlegs at Ocean City S.P., Wash., Sept. 13 was a high count (DP et al.). The 96 Lesser Yellowlegs at Nehalem, Oreg, Aug. 23 (TC) and the 75 at Iona I., Aug. 26 (DK, GA, fide WW) were extraordinary concentrations. Thirty were still in the Dungeness, Wash., area in early Oct. (KK), and one Nov. 4 at Siletz Bay, Oreg. was late (JG et al., fide HN). About a dozen Willets stayed at both Yaquina Bay, Oreg., (m.ob.), and the mouth of the North R., Willapa Bay, Wash. (EH, GB), through the season. One strayed N to Tatoosh I., Wash., Sept. 6 (DB, PS, TFr). Semipalmated Sandpipers were recorded at only four localities: Point Gray and Iona I., B.C., the Montlake fill in Seattle, and Tillamook Bay, Oreg. Nine at Iona I., Aug. 14 (TW), ten at Seattle July 30 (DP) and seven there Aug. 9 (ER, †EH, †BHT), and seven at Tillamook in mid-August (DI) were the high counts. One Sept. 18 at Tillamook was the latest (JG). All for which age was reported were considered to be juveniles. Three Baird's Sandpipers at Leadbetter Pt., Sept. 28 (MC) and one Oct. 4 at Tillamook (HN), and two Pectoral Sandpipers Nov. 9 at Kent, Wash. (AR), were somewhat late. About 18 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers in six localities Sept. 7-Oct. 13 were normal. The only reports away from the coast were of one at the Corvallis, Oreg., sewage ponds Sept. 30-Oct. 8 (RK et al. fide E & EE), and three on Sauvie I., Oct. 8-17 (HN, OSc). Groups of 1-6 Dunlins were widely scattered after mid-August, and groups of 15-50 were found after Sept. 14. Flocks of 1200 at Ocean Shores (DP et al.) and of 100+ elsewhere Oct. 4 apparently marked the major arrival of the species. Five Stilt Sandpipers Aug. 25 at Iona I., (BK, fide WW) and three at Tillamook Bay Aug. 23-31 (JG, HN et al.) were the high counts for the species Singles Sept. 23 at Iona I., (fide WW) and Oct. 8 at Serpentine Fen, near Vancouver, B.C. (JWi) were both later than usual.
[image: ]A Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Tillamook, Ore., Aug. 23, 1980. Photo/Owen Schmidt.
In contrast to the last two exceptional fall seasons the Buff-breasted Sandpiper total for the Region was a more normal 14 individuals. The first was one Aug. 18-21 at Sauvie I. (DI, HN and the last, one, at Ocean Shores Sept. 26-27 (DP et al.), a late date. One of the three Buff-breasteds present at Tillamook Aug. 21-Sept. 11 (JG et al.) was banded there Aug. 28 (AC). Six at Leadbetter Pt., Sept. 8-11 was the high count (MC, CWe et al.). As last year, most of the Marbled Godwits reported were in one flock on Willapa Bay. This year the count was 137 Sept. 9 (MC). The next largest group was of 19 at Bandon, Oreg. Aug. 24 (JCa). Bar-railed Godwits in the Region continue to require careful verification. Most West Coast individuals have been of the race baueri, which lacks the white rump typical of the species. This season singles ere reported from Coos Bay and Bandon, Oreg. and Dungeness, Wash. At Tillamook Bay Aug. 17, during a morning of light rain, a flock of 16 Hudsonian Godwits flew in with a Whimbrel,
[image: ]Hudsonian Godwits, Tillamook Bay, Ore., Aug. 17, 1980. Photo Owen Schmidt.
stayed a half-hour, then flew off. At least eight observers got good views and several photographs (†JG et al.) for the second record for w. Oregon. A single Hudsonian Godwit was seen Sept. 9 on Leadbetter Pt., (†CWe) for the fourth record for w. Washington. Eleven Ruffs were noted, which continues the trend of annual increases since 1976. One on the n. Spit of Coos Bay Aug. 25-Sept. 13 (TFi, RP et al.) and two at the mouth of the Coquille R., near Bandon Sept. 12+ (†JG, DI, SG et al.) provided Oregon's third and fourth records. Single Ruffs were at Iona I., Aug. 4 (†DK et al.), Sept. 21-23 (†BK et al.), and Oct. 12-14 (†DM, DK et al.). The descriptions indicated that separate individuals were involved. Three were at Leadbetter Pt., Sept. 8-20 (MC, CWe, RE et al.) and others were at Ocean Shores Sept. 2-8 (MC, EH et al.) and at Dungeness Sept. 10 (†EH et al.). Pelagic trips offshore Westport Sept. 7 and Brookings, Oreg. Sept. 20 found 317 and 500 Red Phalaropes, respectively. These are high counts. A storm Nov. 1 blew 150 into Netarts Bay (TC, RP). Individuals were found along the c. Oregon coast for the next 2 weeks. The count of 1957 N. Phalaropes off Westport Sept. 7 (TW, DP et al.) was the highest ever for this species in many years of offshore trips from Westport.
JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- The pelagic crew 20 mi off Brookings, Oreg. Sept. 20, encountered an extraordinary concentration of jaegers around the Russian fishing fleet. There were at least 40 Pomarine, 40 Parasitic, and five Long-tailed jaegers, and one skua (DR et al.). The 43 Pomarines off Westport Oct. 5 was a very high count there (TW, DP et al.). One at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Nov. 8 was both late and unusually far inshore (†DK). Eight of nine pelagic excursions failed to find Long-tailed Jaeger. Two sightings were reported from shore; one Aug. 31 near Victoria (BHa, KT, fide VG), and one Sept. 13 at Ocean Shores (G & WH). A third was found dead Sept. 7 at the S.J.C.R. (HN). Five skuas were reported on 3 of 9 pelagic trips. All were apparently dark juv. South Polar Skuas.
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A massive migratory movement of gulls was reported on the n. Oregon coast Oct. 28-Nov. 10. Along the 18 mi of Sunset Beach Oct. 28 HN estimated 6500 combined Glaucous-winged and Western gulls, 1500 Herring, 800 Thayer's, 8000 California, 7000 Mew, and 1200 Heermann's. Bonaparte's were not numerous, and Ring-billed Gulls were notable by their absence. No comparable movement was noticed n. of the Columbia R., although coastal locations were checked regularly during that time

Four Glaucous Gulls were reported. Singles at Ambleside P., Sept.6 (MD) and at Delta Sept. 28 (RPh), both near Vancouver, B.C. (fide WW), were almost 2 months ahead of schedule Single Herring Gulls Aug. 20 at Iona I. (BK, fide WW), Aug. 27 at Victoria (an immature) (RS, fide VG), and at Ocean Shores Sept. 6 (DP, AR) were very early, as most arrive here after late October. An imm. Thayer's Gull Aug. 23 at Vancouver, B.C. (BK, fide BK) was also early, although a dozen adults had arrived at Victoria by Sept. 17 (RS, fide VG). At least 27 Franklin's Gulls were reported Aug. 9-Nov. 15, all but three from the shore of the "inland sea," Puget Sound and the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Georgia. An ad. Black-headed Gull in winter plumage was closely studied at Oak Bay, Victoria, V.I., Oct. 17-21 (†RS, †JT, DC, fide VG). This rarity has been seen in the Victoria area 5 of the last 7 years, accounting for two thirds of the Region's recorded sightings. The only Little Gull found this season was an adult Sept. 25-26 & Oct. 19 at the Everett sewage ponds (†AR, †SA, B & PE). The species has been of annual occurrence in the Region since 1972. TW found fewer than usual Arctic Terns on pelagic trips off Westport. Five were seen Sept. 7, one Oct. 5, and none Aug. 17, Sept. 6 & 8. A single Cassin's Auklet Nov. 6 off Pt. Roberts (BK, fide WW) was the first for the Vancouver, B.C., area, and was a rare inshore sighting of this highly pelagic feeder. One-three were also noted Nov. 9-10 at Victoria (RS, fide VG). All were on late dates.
OWLS TO WRENTIT -- On Oct. 2 DD had a close encounter of the owl kind with a tiny, dark-eyed short-tailed, grayish owl roosting near his backyard feeder on Mercer I., Wash. Judging by the description this is the first Flammulated Owl ever recorded in the Region. The species is not uncommon as a breeder on the Cascade e. slope and is highly migratory. Snowy Owls were few and tardy, as has been the case since the fall of 1975. The first appeared Nov. 15 at Victoria (GHu, RS, fide VG), and Nov. 16 at Delta, s. of Vancouver, B.C. (DK, MF, fide WW). One reached the S.J.C.R., Nov. 22 (DA, RSm, HN et al.) for the only report from Oregon this season. The Hawk Owl family found this summer in Manning P.P., B.C., remained to at least Aug. 10. Thereafter one was seen Oct. 5 in Garibaldi P.P., in the Coast Range n. of Vancouver (D & MGo, fide WW), and another took up residence Nov. 29 in Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver (A & JGr, m.ob.) and was still present there in early February. Burrowing Owls strayed to Roberts Bank, s. of Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 22 (†DJ), and to American Camp, San Juan I., Wash., Nov. 24 (BHT). A pair of Spotted Owls was seen and heard Aug. 30, 7± mi e. of Marblemount, Wash. (C & PB), near the n. extremity of that species' range. Two White-throated Swifts Aug. 8 at Stevenson, Wash., in the Columbia gorge (DE) furnished only the second record for w. Washington. Seven Lewis' Woodpeckers were noted Sept. 10-Nov. 28 from Reifel I., and at Victoria, to the Willamette Valley of Oregon, where small numbers regularly winter. Vagrant kingbirds included one Eastern Aug. 9 at Saanich, V.I. (HH, fide VG), and single Westerns Aug. 31 at Kent, Wash. (TB, RC) and Sept. 10 at Euchre Cr., on the s. Oregon coast (JG, DI). An Ash-throated Flycatcher showed up in Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 13 (†BK) and at nearby Iona I., Oct. 31 (†DHa, †WW et al.) for the ninth and tenth Vancouver area records. A Say's Phoebe Sept. 8 at Ocean Shores (CS, CN) provided only the second fall record for w. Washing- ton. Late Empidonax departures were: Hammond's Sept. 20, Victoria (MS, fide VG), and Western Oct. 2, Saanich, V.I. (A & ED, fide VG). A W. Wood Pewee at Eugene, Oreg, Oct. 2 (SG), was late. Two-three Bank Swallows fed over the Iona I. sewage ponds Aug. 10-Sept. 2 (fide WW). Elsewhere there were singles Aug. 3 at Leadbetter Pt., (RW), and Aug. 21 at Everett (EH). The high count of Purple Martins at Seattle was 32 Sept. 6 (DHu). This may be compared with fall concentrations there estimated at 12,500 in 1945 (E. Larrison, Murrelet 26:45-46)! Scrub Jays spent the fall at Stevenson and Carson, Wash., in the Columbia gorge at the n.e. edge of the species' range (DE). Single Black-billed Magpies ranged W of the Cascades to Port Coquitlam, e. of Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 29 (JCh, fide WW), to Morton, Wash., Nov. 3 (RRy), and to Saanich, V.I., Nov. 29 (BHu, fide MG). This latter sighting was the first for s. Vancouver I. Two Wrentits Aug. 30, at Dallas, Oreg., suggest this species may be expanding its Willamette Valley range toward Portland (RP). 
THRUSHES TO BLACKBIRDS -- A Veery Aug. 24 at Leadbetter Pt. (†RW) provided w. Washington's second fall report. Western Bluebirds were noted only in the Corvallis area and about Victoria, V.I., with 12 the high count. Ruby-crowned Kinglets first appeared Sept. 9 at L. Quinault on the Olympic Pen. There were widespread after mid-September. Water Pipit migration began Aug. 31 with 17 near Victoria (RS, fide VG), and peaked in mid-September with 500 at Ocean Shores Sept. 21 (KBr), with the usual few lingering flocks after late October. Several flocks of Bohemian Waxwings of 15-200 were conspicuous in the mountains of n. Washington and s. British Columbia including four Oct. 10 on Granite Cr., V.I. (KT, BHa, fide VG). A single Nov. 23 at Reifel I., B.C., (BK, fide WW), was the only lowland report. One Loggerhead Shrike was identified Nov. 2-5 at Beach Grove, B.C. (†BK et al.). Vireos departed in order: the last Red-eyed Aug. 27, Olympia, Wash. (JD), the last Warbling Sept. 27 at Ocean Shores (BHT), and the last Solitary, a late straggler at Salem, Oreg., Oct. 18 (RP). A fair variety of vagrant warblers added spice to the season in Oregon. A Black-and- white Warbler was in Roseburg Oct. 20-23 (†FP). A Northern Parula Sept. 4 at Cascade Head, Tillamook Co. (TJE) represented the fourth Oregon record. A Cape May Warbler Oct. 19 was at Bayocean Spit (†JG, †OSc, ph.) for the second state and first w. Oregon record. A Blackpoll Warbler Oct. 10 at Cape Blanco (JR, TDR) was the third for w. Oregon. A N. Waterthrush was at Pamelia L., on Mt. Jefferson Sept. 12 (MZ, fide HN), and an Am. Redstart was at Tillamook Sept. 13 (TFi, fide HN). The total of six Palm Warblers was down considerably in comparison to last fall. Five appeared on the Oregon coast Sept. 13-Nov. 25, from Tillamook Bay to the Sixes R. mouth. One was at Blackie Spit, s.c. of Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 18 (†BK). Two Yellow-breasted Chats at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Sept. 13 (†MD) were uncommonly far n. and w., as the species is scarcely known n. of the Columbia R., in the Region. Three vagrant Bobolinks appeared, one Sept. 1 at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene (SG), and one-two Sept. 26 to late October at Yaquina Bay (JEv et al.). These were on the heels of last fall's surprising total of 13. Two Yellow-headed Blackbirds Nov. 12 at Sea I., s. of Vancouver, B.C. (BK, fide WW), were quite late. A single Rusty Blackbird appeared at Duncan, V.I., Nov. 22 & 30 (JC).
FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak Aug. 2-12 at a Gold Beach feeder furnished the sixth record for w. Oregon (LB, fide DR). A flock of 14 Gray- crowned Rosy Finches Nov. 3 at 4400 ft in the Yacolt Burn on Silver Star Mt., n. of Washougal, Wash. (DE), were in an unusual location. All were Hepburn's, the breeding race of the Cascades. The Red Crossbill nested successfully near Corvallis, Oreg. an unusual lowland site, as a nestling was found there Aug. 30 (E & EE). The species was otherwise scarcely noted away from the Cascades. A few White-winged Crossbills were noted in the Cascades of s. British Columbia and n. Washington. Five at Mt. Rainier N.P., Aug. 3 (RT) were the only ones reported farther s. An imm. Lark Bunting at North Bend, Oreg., Sept. 12 (†DI, †JG, ph.) represented the fifth record for Oregon, and the second fall appearance in a row at this locality 
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Three Lark Sparrows in w. Washington were one short of last fall's total. Singles were noted Sept. 8 (EH et al.) and Oct. 4 (DP, JEr) at Ocean Shores, and Nov. 29 at 
[image: ]Lark Bunting, Oak Bay, V.I., June 7, 1980. Photo/Bertha Goss.
Ft. Canby S.P., Pacific County (†BS). A Brewer's Spar- row at Sea I., Sept. 14 (†BK) was the second for the Vancouver, B.C., area. This fail ten White-throated Sparrows were reported Sept. 21+. The early bird was at Metchosin, V.I. (M & VG). A single Harris' Sparrow was found Nov. 26 at a Douglas County, Oreg. feeder which has hosted this species for 5 consecutive years (KGe, fide FP). Reports of White-throated Sparrows have averaged about 5.7/fall, and Harris' 3.2 over the last 10 years, with the former decidedly more variable from year to year. Lincoln's Sparrows moved through in larger than normal numbers. High counts were 25 on Aug. 30 about Victoria, V.I. (RS, fide VG), 36 Aug. 31 at Somenos L., V.I. (JC), and an estimated 50+ Sept. 21 at Sea I., near Vancouver, B.C. (BK, fide WW). Outstanding were two Smith's Longspurs, both males in breeding plumage on Vancouver I. The first was seen Aug. 26 at Sooke (†R & VR, fide VG), the second Oct. 18 near Bamfield on the s.w. coast (KT, fide VG). WC reports that the species has been discovered breeding this past summer in n. British Columbia which may represent a range expansion in our direction. The only previous regional report was of one on Cortez I., B.C. (AB 31:216, 1977).
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The Winter Season, 1980-81
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers
Weather played an extremely important role in influencing bird activity during the Region's phenomenally mild winter season. Except for some cold weather in December, it was more like spring. Precipitation was generally sparse and fell mostly as rain, even into the lower mountains. Most bodies of water remained unfrozen and the lowlands had little or no snow cover. Birds exploited these conditions, with numerous late lingerers, semi-hardy species wintering, and very early spring arrivals, only the more notable of which can be included here. With much open water and apparently abundant and readily available food supplies, many species tended to remain scattered. Waterfowl wintered abundantly and farther north than normally. The "northern" finches were generally plentiful, taking advantage of an apparently excellent cone crop, which may have been better in the United States portion than in Canada. Most northerly species moved down as usual but there was some evidence that mountain species remained at higher elevations than normally. There is some concern that it will be a hot, dry summer.
LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS -- A meager scattering of Com. Loons, Horned and W. grebes wintered in the Region, in addition to the usual Pied-billed Grebes. Four White Pelicans apparently wintered on Am. Falls Res., in s. Idaho, a highly unusual event (CHT) and eight stayed on the Hanford Reach of the Columbia R., near Pasco, Wash., for the third winter (RP). A Double-crested Cormorant was seen flying around the N. Potholes, s.w. of Moses L., Wash., Jan. 8 (DZ). In Idaho one was along the Spokane R., near Post Falls Jan. 10 (SGS & ES) and two imm. birds were at Massacre Rocks S.P., Power Co., Jan. 31 (DT). One wintered at Kelowna, B.C. (JB).
HERONS AND EGRETS -- British Columbia had four Cattle Egrets at Nakusp Nov. 9 (GD) and two at Oliver Nov. 1 (TF). One was sighted at a pond at the Idaho Nat'l Energy Lab, Arco, Ida. Dec. 4 (HB, fide EC) and the bird at Richland, Wash., was last seen that same day (REW). A new locality for the species was St. Regis, Mont., where one bird appeared Nov. 13 (DA, fide PLW). A Great Egret sighted at Emmett, Ida. Dec. 6 & Jan. 7 apparently wintered (A & HL). An Am. Bittern was still at Umatilla N.W.R., Umatilla, Ore., Dec. 4 (MC & NB) and one seen Dec. 11 at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., presumably wintered (ST et al.).
WATERFOWL -- Three Mute Swans wintered on L. Okanagan at Vernon, B.C. (JG) and one was with Whistling Swans on the Columbia R., at Brewster, Wash., Dec. 24 (GB). A pair of Whistling Swans wintered at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., where up to 317 Trumpeter Swans were counted. The Feb. 10-11 aerial survey in that area revealed a record 1247 swans, up 35% over 1980. Ground checks indicated over 98% were Trumpeters. An excellent production of cygnets in Canada was indicated. Substantial numbers of Whistlers wintered in e. Washing- m ton and s. Idaho. The Columbia Basin Waterfowl Survey in e. Washington, n.c. Oregon flown Feb. 10-11 showed increases over 1979--1980 coverage was not comparable-- as follows: ducks up 444%; geese up 320%; and swans up 379%. Canada Geese numbers at Am. Falls Res., peaked at 44,000, the highest ever, and Mallard- Pintail numbers exceeded 100,000. Conversely, waterfowl numbers at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida. were far below normal, Canadas numbering only about 1100 (usually 9-10,000) and Mallards, 71,000 (normally about 0.5 million). Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida. had peaks of 1500+ Canadas and 20,000+ ducks, mostly Mallards, in January and Idaho's three northernmost counties' midwinter count showed nearly 14,000 ducks, mostly Redheads, and 860 geese. Calispell L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash., had 1400 Canadas Jan. 10. The spring buildup of white geese at Miller I., s. of Klamath Falls, Ore., was early with 6800 Snow Geese and 1200 Ross' (SS). One of the latter accompanied Canadas near Kelowna, B.C., Dec. 20 up to mid-February (JB, m.ob.) and the same area had an Emperor Goose Feb. 23 (BH). About 200 White-fronted Geese appeared at Conley L., e. of La Grande, Ore., Feb. 15 and 12 were with a large flock of Canadas at the Yakima R. mouth, Richland, Wash., Feb. 15. A record number of Mallards, 10,000, wintered in the Helena, Mont. area. The Lower Klamath L. area, Ore., had thousands of Pintail and Am. Wigeon in late February, 2-3 weeks early. By Feb. 20 Malheur N.W.R., had over 70,000 Pintail. A Common (Green-winged) Teal was identified at the mouth of Ladd Cr., Union Co., Ore., Feb. 15 (JE, LT). A very few Eur. Wigeon and White-winged Scoters appeared in e. Washington and a few of the former were in the Lower Klamath Falls area (SS). An unusual concentration of up to 38 Wood Ducks was on the Little Spokane R., n. of Spokane, Wash., during the winter (MHa) and ten wintered at Enterprise, Ore. (JE). A male duck on a pond near Pocatello, Ida., was suspected of being a Tufted Duck, although the possibility existed that it might have been a Ring-necked Duck X Lesser Scaup (CHT). On L. Entiat n. of Wenatchee the large flocks of Ring-necked Ducks, normally second only to Ruddy Ducks in winter numbers, moved out about Christmas and were replaced by large flocks of scaup. McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., had "thousands" of Canvasback Feb. 7 (B.M.A.S.).
VULTURES THROUGH EAGLES -- Fort Simcoe, Wash., had a Turkey Vulture Jan. 24 (Y.A.S.) and one was near Cove, Ore., Feb. 8 (MK). Seven Swainson's Hawks were reported at Market Lake W.M.A., Roberts, Ida. Feb. 28 (EC). Several January and mid- February reports of Swainson's in c. Washington are problematical. They very well may have been Red-tailed Hawks. Washington's mid-winter Bald Eagle count was 3197, up from last year's 2564. Probably 70+ wintered at Am. Falls Res. Northern Idaho from Coeur d'Alene n. counted 169, the highest yet and the Salmon R., above and including the Middle Fork, in Idaho, had 37, compared to seven the 2 previous years. Some 10-15 wintered along the Kootenai R., in Lincoln County, Mont., and a N movement there starting about Feb. 10 produced up to 40 a day. Several appeared along the Kootenay R., near Kimberley, B.C., in late February. Some 40-50 wintered in Wallowa County, Ore., and Malheur N.W.R.,
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 had up to 35 on Feb 20 The mid-winter census in the Klamath Basin totalled 500+. Ice-free conditions and low water levels apparently were mainly responsible for the high eagle numbers, as food in the form of ducks and fish was plentiful.
GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Four White-tailed Ptarmigan in nearly full winter plumage were sighted in the Elk Cr. area of the s. Wallowa Mts., Baker Co., Ore., Nov. 2. The species was introduced into the Eagle Cap Wilderness in 1967 (JE). The only Turkeys reported were 25 near Prairie, Ida. Dec. 1 and Feb 26 (PC).
CRANES THROUGH RAILS -- A Greater and a Lesser Sandhill Crane wintered at Malheur for the first winter records for healthy cranes there (ST et al.). The Wallowa Fish Hatchery, Enterprise, Ore., had two Virginia Rails through the winter (JE) and Washington had single birds Dec. 8 near Beverly and Dec 16 s. of Basin City w. of Mesa (JT). Two Soras lingered near O'Sullivan Dam, s. of Moses L., Wash., until Nov. 6 (JT).
SHOREBIRDS AND GULLS -- Greater Yellowlegs wintered in unusually high numbers at Klamath Falls and two Spotted Sandpipers remained through December in that area along the Link R. (SS). Two or three of the latter species were along Mill Cr., e. of Walla Walla, Wash., Feb. 28 (DM). The Yakima Delta had two Least Sandpipers and 26 Dunlin Dec. 14 (REW) and one of the latter was at McNary P., Umatilla, Ore., Feb. 11 (MC). A small flock of W. Sandpipers was at Vantage, Wash., Dec. 5 (L & JG). Three first year Glaucous Gulls appeared at Richland Dec 14 and in Pasco Jan. 10 (REW) and three first-year birds were at the Coeur d' Alene dump Jan. 18 along with an ad. Thayer's Gull (JA). A Thayer's was spotted among 2000± gulls on L. Ewauna, Klamath Falls Jan 30 for apparently the first record for the Klamath Basin (SS). A few Ring-billed Gulls stayed through the winter on the Clark Fork R., at Noxon, Mont. (CW) and a single adult and an imm. California or Ring-billed Gull were sighted at Helena in January (SM). Klamath Falls had an ad. Mew Gull, in December and January, the third consecutive winter for the species there (SS).
OWLS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- Barn Owls apparently wintered at Malheur and one-two were sighted at Nampa during the winter. A road-killed bird was picked up Dec 5 near Stratford, Wash., for a new location (RF) and one was near George, Wash., Nov 6 (L & JG). Eight Barn Owls were found at 8 different barns in the Twin Falls area Dec 14 (JR). Eastern Washington had many reports of Snowy Owls. One was seen repeatedly in the Coeur d'Alene area and single birds were reported for the Libby and Helena, Mont. vicinities. The only Burrowing Owl report was of one 10 mi e. of Moses L., Feb 28 (BW). An imm. Barred Owl was photographed at the Wallowa Fish Hatchery Jan 11 (VC, RA, FC et al.) and perhaps the same bird appeared again Feb. 16 & 22 for only the second winter occurrence for Oregon. Vernon, B.C., had one Nov. 15 (JG) Lincoln County, Mont., had several sightings (CW) and one appeared at Kootenai N WR, Bonners Ferry, Ida, Nov 16 (LDN). An owl found dead near Sandpoint, Ida. Dec. 5 was thought to be a Barred (JM). A Great Gray Owl was reported at Otter L., near Armstrong, B.C., Dec. 21 (RB) and a female had returned to last year's nest site in the Spring Cr. area of w. Union County, Ore., by Feb. 27 (RR). Lincoln County, Mont., had two sightings of single birds in February (CW). The only Saw-whet Owls to show up were one near Selah, Wash., Jan. 31 (Y.A.S.); one found road-killed near Quincy, Wash. (L & JG), and one s. of Walla Walla in December (D & KW, PH). Helena had an amazing Com. Nighthawk seen at close range Dec. 17 (JC, fide SM). A female Anna's Hummingbird frequented a Boise feeder at least until Feb. 1 (A & HL, EY, m. ob.) Four at Vernon feeders disappeared in early December with the onset of colder weather (MP) and one visited a feeder in the Spokane Valley during much of December (JA, WH, THR). A Lewis' Woodpecker was seen along the Fisher R., e. of Libby Feb. 8 (CW) and very late single Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were sighted w. of Nile, Wash., Jan. 1 (Y.A.S.) and near Walla Walla (a "Red-breasted") Dec. 12 (CS). A W. Kingbird was positively identified in Colorado Gulch 8 mi s.w. of Helena Dec. 8 after nighttime temperatures as low as -6°F (GN).
JAYS THROUGH WRENS — Only two Blue Jays were reported, one that wintered at Libby (CW) and one sighted at Spokane Dec. 21 (WH). A wandering Steller's Jay showed up at Frenchman Hills Wasteway w. of Potholes Res., 50 mi from any coniferous forest Feb. 20 (GC). A Com. Crow, rare in the Klamath Falls vicinity, appeared there Feb. 25-26 (SS). About 20 stayed through the period in the Wallowa Valley, where they very rarely winter (FC). A 5-hour hike along Frazer Cr., e. of Twisp, Wash., Dec. 15 revealed 75± Clark's Nutcrackers feeding on ponderosa pine seeds (RF) and the species was abundant in Lincoln County, Mont., through the winter (CW). Four Black-capped Chickadees, rare in the Klamath Basin, were sighted along the Wood R., s. of Ft. Klamath Jan. 24 (SS) and one in Richland Jan. 1 was a rare occurrence (REW). Boreal Chickadees appeared at several spots in Lincoln County, Mont. (CW). Two Wrentits were along the s. end of the Link R., Klamath County Jan. 30 for a new locality (SS). At least eight Bewick's Wrens were observed Feb. 7 on McNary W.M.A., at the mouth of the Walla Walla R., near Wallula, Wash., Feb. 7 (B.M.A.S.).
THRUSHES THROUGH WAXWINGS -- American Robins were common to abundant in the Helena and Bozeman, Mont. vicinities but apparently were scarce elsewhere, perhaps because n. birds did not move down. A male Varied Thrush passed through Pocatello, Ida. Feb. 27 (JJ). A few W. Bluebirds apparently wintered at Spokane, the highest number, nine, Jan. 12. A male was near Imnaha, Ore., Jan. 25 (JE, et al.) and four were at Penticton, B.C., Jan. 31 (TW). A group of six Mountain Bluebirds was in sagebrush between Burns, Ore., and Malheur N.W.R., Jan. 5 (DT). Some Ruby-crowned Kinglets wintered in the Troy and Libby areas of Lincoln County, Mont. (CW). The Lower Klamath L area had an unexpectedly high count of Water Pipits with 78 Jan. 31 (SS). The species was noted near Leavenworth, Wash, Dec. 3 (L & JG) and was reported at Rupert, Ida. (WHS). In Montana Bohemian Waxwing numbers were high in Lincoln County and at Helena but average at Bozeman. They were scarce in the Spokane area, but Walla Walla had large flocks mixed with Cedars and n.e. Oregon had many Bohemians, including a flock of 1300 at Joseph during December. Cedar Waxwing numbers in the latter area and at Wenatchee, Wash., were well above normal. Cedars outnumbered Bohemians in the Rupert area. Small numbers of both species wintered at Pocatello, where Cedars seldom winter.
WARBLERS AND BLACKBIRDS -- An Orange-crowned Warbler again wintered along the Link R., in the Klamath Falls area (SS) and one appeared in Richland Dec. 14 and 25 (REW). One was sighted at Umatilla N.W.R., Feb. 10 (MC). A Jan. 15 sighting of 300± 100 male Yellow-headed Blackbirds in a stubblefield near the N. Potholes Res. was unprecedented. They were mixed in with 4000 male Red-winged Blackbirds (RF). Tricolored Blackbirds were much more numerous than normal in the Klamath Falls area. Besides 810 on the CBC, 750 were found at a different location Jan. 29. The species normally returns in early to mid-February (SS).
FINCHES -- Evening Grosbeaks appeared in high or at least normal numbers in the Libby-Fortine area, and in n.e. Oregon around Enterprise, around Klamath Falls and at Kimberly but were scarce or absent elsewhere. A Purple Finch visited a Livingston, Mont., feeder Jan. 11 for the only report (PDS, EH, RW, JS). Very few Cassin's Finches were reported except for n.e. Oregon, which had more than usual, and Lincoln County, Mont., where Fortine had its first winter record (WW) and Libby, a few sightings (CW). A small flock of House Finches was around Bozeman all winter (JS). Pine Grosbeak appearances were sparse except in the Libby and Troy areas of Montana and m the Wallowa Mts., Union Co., Ore., which had 5 observations totaling 11 birds (JE). The Grand Coulee-Moses Coulee area of c. Washington and the Enterprise, Ore. areas had good numbers of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches and a mixed flock of Gray-crowned and Black rosy finches found shelter among the basalt cliffs along the Boise R., below Lucky Peak Dam in January (A & HL, J & NH, MRC, m.ob.). Common Redpolls made a good showing at Libby, with three believed to be Hoaries (CW); at Waits L., near Valley, Wash.; at Mt. Spokane, and on the Yakima CBC. The species, very rare in Oregon, appeared at Wallowa L., a flock of 40+ Dec. 6 (MH); a flock of 45+ was at Lostine Canyon, Wallowa County Dec. 12, and two were in a flock of Pine Siskins near Catherine Creek S.P., Union Co., Feb. 28 (JE, JJo, BD). Very few appeared elsewhere. Pine Siskins wintered in abundance in the n. part of the Region and in n.e. Oregon and even at Lakeview, Ore. Red Crossbills were in good numbers in the conifer belt from the Okanogan Valley of Washington e. through Spokane into Kootenai County, Ida., into Lincoln 
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County, Mont., and the Helena area and also in n.e. Oregon. Up to 20 White-winged Crossbills were sighted at Mt. Spokane in December and January (JA, BW).
SPARROWS -- Brown Towhees were found at two locations near Klamath Falls Dec. 27 and Jan. 27 for the first winter records there (SS). A Rufous-sided Towhee stayed at Libby until about Feb. 10. The species seldom winters there (CW). Umatilla N.W.R. had two Savannah Sparrows Dec. 14 and one Feb. 10 (MC, NB). A Lark Sparrow visited a Walla Walla feeder Dec. 9 (RM). Dark-eyed Juncos stayed at Libby and Fortine in unusual numbers and were the most abundant bird in riparian habitat in the Columbia Basin of Washington. A flock of eight wintered at Kimberley, B.C. (MVW). Three or more Sage Sparrows were back in the Dodson Road area by the N. Potholes by Feb. 28. Their sagebrush habitat in e. Washington apparently is being rapidly converted to wheat land (BW). Tree Sparrows were reported as quite common in n.e. Oregon especially in Wallowa County (JE) and up to 20 were seen at Umatilla N.W.R., during the winter. Bruneau Dunes S.P., Bruneau, Ida., had a few Jan. 17 and in February (MRC, A & HL, m.ob.) for the only other records except the Chewalah CBC. The only Harris' Sparrows besides the Chewalah CBC bird were three at Vernon most of the period (JQ) and an imm. bird with juncos near Joseph, Ore., Jan. 25 (JE,NB). White-crowned Sparrows were abundant in the Yakima vicinity and common at Rupert. In the Nampa area up to 53 were counted Jan. 4 and a few appeared at Spokane. Yakima, Wapato and Gleed, Wash., had a few sightings of Golden-crowned Sparrows, and in the same general area were a few Fox Sparrows (Y.A.S.). A Lincoln's Sparrow appeared near Union, Ore., Feb. 7 (JE, JGi) and species, normally very rare in the Klamath Basin in winter, numbered six on the Klamath Falls CBC. One wintered in Harrison, Mont. (PM). Two Swamp Sparrows, well identified by an observer fully familiar with the species, were at L. Lowell near Nampa Dec. 23 (DT). A male McCown's Longspur in winter plumage was studied at length Jan. 31 at Lower Klamath N.W.R. This sighting was preceded by sightings of three on the California side of the state line Jan. 9-14 (SS). The Klamath Basin had normal numbers of wintering Lapland Longspurs with a high count of 110 on Lower Klamath N.W.R., Jan. 31. Flocks of 300-500 were seen on the California side. The Helena Valley had a single sighting of a flock of 25 in early February (SM). "Tremendous numbers" of Snow Buntings were reported in Wallowa County, Ore. A flock of 1200 wintered near Zumwalt and 400 frequented the Imnaha vicinity (JE, FC et al.). The Reardan-Davenport, Wash. area had flocks all winter, the largest, 375 Jan. 2 and the last sighting 250 Feb. 21 (JA). A few were in the Libby area in December and January (CW) and three flocks of 20± each were sighted on Monida Pass, Monita, Mont., Feb. 14 & 16 (GH).
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The Winter Season, 1980-81
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr. and Eugene S. Hunn
Several more inches of rain than usual fell in December on the Seattle and Portland weather stations, with two thirds of this between Dec., 20-30. Many choice Christmas Bird Count locales were found flooded. Thereafter rainfall was below normal with both January and February being relatively balmy and dry. The Medford area had less rain than usual throughout the winter, although perhaps slightly more fog, and all three stations averaged just over 3°F warmer than the long term averages. First state or provincial records were established (subject to approval by the appropriate Records Committees) for the King Eider and Spotted Redshank in Oregon, the Sinew in Washington, and the Temminck's Stint in British Columbia.
LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- There were only seven reports of Yellow-billed Loon this season, which is slightly fewer than normal. Arctic Loons were apparently absent along the Oregon coast (JG et al.). In contrast, several s. British Columbia Christmas Bird Counts (hereafter, CBC) had all-time high counts of Common and Arctic loons (fide WW). On Jan. 13 two rafts of 15,000 W. Grebes each were observed (M & VG) in Saanich Inlet and Satellite Channel off s. Vancouver Island (hereafter, VA.). A few dead N. Fulmar were found on coastal Oregon beaches through December (HN). Otherwise no shearwaters or petrels were reported. A Green Heron was n. to the Reifel Ref. on Westham I., near Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 28-Jan. 10 (JTo, †JS, †BK). The usual few wintered in w. Washington and w. Oregon. Few Cattle Egrets from last fall's invasion appear to have survived. One stayed along Cowichan Bay, near Duncan, V.I., until Jan. 31 (†VG, BHy, JC). Others were in Delta Jan. 10 (WC) and in Pitt Meadows Feb. 10-I2 (TBu, fide WW). Both locations are near Vancouver, B.C. Apparently a few stayed through the winter at Coos Bay and Nehalem meadows, Oreg. (AC, JO, HN). The 91 Great Egrets on w. Oregon CBCs, and the one at Olympia, Wash, throughout the season (G & WH), were about normal for recent years. Also as usual two Snowy Egrets wintered at Coos Bay (AMc). Black-crowned Night Herons appear to be increasing as a wintering bird in w. Oregon. Twenty-eight at their regular roost along the Columbia R., in Portland Jan. 3 compares with two there last winter and eight the year before. Thirteen on the Roseburg CBC follow the report of 14 there last October. Also two ad. and two imm. Black-crowneds were in Olympia, Wash., Feb. 20-27 (J & AD, BHT, G & WH), where two adults wintered last year.
WATERFOWL -- Mute Swans were in their normal numbers on V.I. (VG). The 127 in the Duncan-Cowichan Bay area Dec. 31 was the high count (VG). The Whistling Swan tally for the w. Oregon CBCs was only three quarters that of the last 2 years. Trumpeter Swan reports were widespread in their usual numbers in w. Washington and s. British Columbia. Reports of one to four White-fronted Geese were widespread n. to Vancouver, B.C. (fide WW) and Duncan, VA. (JC, M & VG). The first migrants arrived on Sauvie I., near Portland, in late February (JG, HN). Record high counts of Mallards were set on 3 CBCs in s.w. mainland British Columbia, and on the Victoria CBC. The new high count for Canada of 23,637 Pintail on the Ladner CBC and the highest ever local count of 861 Gadwall on the Seattle CBC were by far the largest concentrations reported of these species. The 11 male (Eur.) Green-winged Teal reported is over twice as many as in any of the past few winters. The two at the Montlake fill in Seattle had distinct plumage patterns identical to the two there last winter (†EH). A male Cinnamon Teal was on Bumaby L., Jan. 24 & Feb. 28 (MP, fide WW), both near Vancouver, B.C. Two male Blue-winged Teal were in Saanich, V.I., Dec. 20 (MMc, fide VG). About 300 N. Shoveler on Pony Slough at Coos Bay, Oreg., Jan. 10 was an unusual concentration there (AMc).
[image: ]King Eiders, Seaside, Ore., January, 1981. Photo/Owen Schmidt.
 Greater Scaup continued scarce on s. Vancouver Island. Numbers there this winter were considered to be only about 10% of former levels (VG). A male Tufted Duck was at American L., in Tacoma, Wash., Nov. 26-Dec. 15 (WWi). This bird had slightly whiter sides and a longer tuft than the male at that lake last December. Another male Tufted Duck was at the Maplewood Flats, N. Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 13 ('[DJ). Two Oldsquaws were present at Tillamook during January and February (JG, TC eta/.) and another wintered on Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (HN, R & JK,. fide E & EE). This species is scarce on the outer coast. A first-year male King Eider found off Seaside, Oreg. Feb. 16 (TWi, fide HN) was joined by another young male Feb. 21 (fide JG). The two were seen through at least March 7 (m. ob., ph. TC & OSc) for the first undisputed records of live birds of this species for Oregon. Earlier reports are of a male found dead on the beach in s.w. Oregon last November, and a female seen on Tillamook Bay Mar. 10-20, 1976 (AB, 30:756). Earlier this season a first-year male King Eider was seen off Restoration Pt., near Seattle Jan. 3 & 4 (†DP, MMo, RT) and a deafly marked female was seen at 30 m off Rosario Beach, near Anacortes, Wash., Feb. 3 (H & MF). These were the 11th and 12th Washington records. The 493 Black Scoters on the Ladner CBC was almost twice the previous local high and was by far the largest concentration reported in this season. Two male Smew were seen Feb. 22 at 30-100 m from the Friday Harbor ferry dock, San Juan I., Wash. (†PI, KGa). The thorough description made careful comparison with nearby Oldsquaws, and the thin dark bill, black eye patch, dark back, and fine black 
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lines on the otherwise white sides, breast, and head were well noted. This is the first record for Washington and only the fourth for the West Coast s. of Alaska. The three earlier reports are all from s.w. British Columbia and two of those were during February and March (Roberson, Rare Birds of the West Coast, p. 93-95).
RAPTORS THROUGH RAILS -- On Dec. 6 a Turkey Vulture was in Burnaby, B.C. (WHe), and another, marked by broken feathers in its left wing, in Stanley P., Vancouver, B .C. (BK). The Stanley P. individual was seen the next day about 30 min. at the mouth of the Squamish R. (De, fide WW). Two late Turkey Vultures were also in Whatcom County, Wash. in early December (P D, fide TW). The species returned by Feb. 2 to Coos Bay (AMc), and by Feb. 7 to Malahat Summit, w. of Saanich (JTa, fide VG). There were three other February records for s. Vancouver Island, all very early. Last year's thorough search for White-tailed Kites in w. Oregon by (DF & TL) was not repeated this season. Thus the report of about 20 kites, for 40% of last year's total, in that state this winter could be owing to either a decreased population or to the reduced search effort. However, none was seen at the once regular roosting area near Fern Ridge Res., at Eugene (TL, fide CW & DF). Farther n., the White-tailed Kite at Willapa Bay, Wash., last fall was seen again there Dec. 9 (SSa). An immature was at Ocean Shores Nov. 22 & Jan. 9 (G & WH), and an adult was near the Toledo, Wash., airport Jan. 31 (†R & IRy, B & DWo). For the third winter in a row a Red-shouldered Hawk was found near Eugene. One stayed around the Fern Ridge Res. until at least Dec. 21 (AP, fide CW). The numbers of Rough-legged Hawks reported in w. Oregon remained at last year's very low levels, much below those of just a few years ago. Ospreys were reported over L. Sammamish near Seattle Dec. 12 (Mrs. H. Smith) over N. Seattle Dec. 25 (EP), in Olympia Feb. 5 & 23 (J & AD, BHT), and on the Salem, Oreg. CBC. Single gray-phase Gyrfalcons were found in C. Saanich almost daily throughout the period (fide VG), in Skagit County, Wash., in early December(TW), between Westham I. and Delta, B.C., Dec. 19 through February (BK, †IRo, BD, fide WW), at the Victoria airport Feb. 28 (DD, fide VG), and at Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis, Oreg., Feb. 24 (†PI, BB). This latter individual was observed and photographed as it killed and ate an imm. Canada Goose. Five different Prairie Falcons were noted Jan. 17 on a raptor census in the Medford area (fide OSw). Elsewhere the only reports were Jan. 3 & 10 at Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (TRW) and Jan. 18 at Lynden, Wash. (PD, fide TW). About 36 Peregrines were reported which is the usual number for the past few winters. One Jan. 4 near the Tacoma bank building used last winter (fide TBo) and two others Feb. 2 & 3 over Tatoosh I., Wash. (BP) were in interesting locations. The count of 111 California Quail Dec. 20 on the Victoria CBC was a new low for the census. A population decline apparently began in nearby Duncan, V.I., in the fall of 1979 and only one was seen there during January 198i (JC). Four Sandhill Cranes wintered well n. of their usual Sauvie I. locale at Delta, B.C. (†MSc, RB, fide WW), and one seen Feb. 24 near Sedro Woolley, Wash., had apparently wintered there (JW, fide TW). The 13 Virginia Rails on the Vancouver CBC and the 10 on the Seattle CBC were the high counts. There were also reports after the CBC season, particularly from VA. Two Sofas at Yarrow Bay, Bellevue, Wash., Jan. 3 (PM) and one on the Sauvie I. CBC were the only ones reported.
SHOREBIRDS -- Seven Semipalmated Plovers returned early at the S.J.C.R., Feb. 17 + (HN, JG). Nine Snowy Plovers stayed at Leadbetter Pt., until Dec. 20 (RW), and a flock of about 35 Snowies was on the Bayocean Pen., at Tillamook Feb. 7 (LP, fide HN). Five Long-billed Curlews were on Leadbetter Pt., Jan. 25 (RW). Five Whimbrel were n. to Ediz Hook, near Port Angeles, Wash., Jan. 10 (LK, HC), and one was in Saanich Feb. 3 (CS, fide VG).

S.A.
The excitement of the season was generated by the first Oregon and third and fourth Regional records of the Spotted Redshank. The first was found at the S.J.C.R., Feb. 21 (DHo, MCo), relocated there Feb. 23 (E & EE, R & JK), and then seen daily (m.ob., ph. TC & JG) until 8:30 a.m., Mar. 1 (CW). At 11:30a.m. Mar. 1 it or another Spotted Redshank was found at Reifel Ref., near Vancouver, B.C. (RF). Comparison of the close range photos of both birds has not yet been made, and the argument continues as to whether a 200 mi flight, if direct over the Olympic Mts., in three hours is too much for even one of these strong flyers.


[image: ]Spotted Redshank, South jetty, Columbia River, Ore., Feb. 24, 1981. Photo/Tom Crabtree.

Two Lesser Yellowlegs were reported Dec. 1 & 8 in Oak Bay, V.I. (LR, fide VG). A few Willets wintered as usual at Coos Bay and Yaquina Bay, Oreg. and around Willapa Bay, Wash. (RW, G & WH). Single Red Knots, unusual in winter, were seen on Dungeness spit, Wash., Dec. 7 and at nearby Port Angeles Feb. 3 (both WS). Another Red Knot was well described from Delta, B.C., Jan. 25 (†BK). A yellow-legged peep, larger than adjacent Leasts with a dull gray back, the feathers of which had narrow dull gray edgings and were without distinct black centers, a gray brown head and nape with no supercilium, a dull gray pectoral band, and very white tail edges was seen Dec. 14 on Blackie Spit, s.c. of Vancouver, B.C., by †BK and considered to be a Temminck's Stint. This is the first report for British Columbia. Four Least Sandpipers and one W. Sandpiper lingered at Blackie Spit through Dec. 27 (BK, fide WW). Two other Westerns were near Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 4 (MSc, fide WW) and nine Leasts were on Reifel I., B.C., Dec. 31 (BK, fide WW). Nine Marbled Godwits at Leadbetter Pt., Dec. 20 (CBC) and 29 at the nearby North R. mouth Jan. 16 (G & WH) were the only reports. Two Am. Avocets were found Dec. 12 at the North Slough in Coos Bay (LT, fide AMc), but were absent the next day.
GULLS THROUGH ALCIDS -- The 16+ Glaucous Gull reports were two-thirds those of the past 2 winters, and were concentrated about Vancouver and Victoria, B.C. The Regional CBCs tallied some 130,000 Glaucous-winged Gulls. Western Gulls outnumbered Glaucous-wingeds only on 3 s. coastal Oregon counts: Gold Beach, Coos Bay, and Port Orford. This reflects a s. shift during winter of about 250 mi in the Glaucous-winged/ Western transition zone. The 2000 + Thayer's Gulls wintering at Duncan, V.I. (JC), was the largest concentration reported by a wide margin. There were 20,000 Mew Gulls at Tillamook Bay Dec. 28 (DI, HN), and an estimated 50,000 feeding along the 60 mi of the Columbia R., between Astoria and Longview Feb. 26 coincident with the smelt (Thaleichthyes pacificus) run (EH, AR). A Franklin's Gull at Bellingham, Wash., Dec. 27 (MCh, fide TW) was very late. A total of one Black-legged Kittiwake at the Columbia R. mouth Dec. 21 (CBC) increased to a dozen by the end of February (EH, AR, DF), for the only ones reported. As is usual Ancient Murrelets wintered in good numbers only in the Straits of Juan de Fuca between Victoria, where 640 were counted Dec. 20 (CBC), and Port Townsend, Wash., where DP noted "hundreds" Jan. 2. A Horned Puffin washed up dead Jan. 27 near Newport, Oreg. (BL fide HN), and two Tufted Puffins were seen just off Newport Jan. 24 by a whale-watching crew (R & JK, fide E & EE).
OWLS THROUGH PHOEBES -- Snowy Owls were nowhere in large numbers, but were widely scattered s. to the S.J.C.R., where one was noted throughout December (m. ob., fide HN). At least 25 individuals were reported, nearly three times last year's total. The Hawk Owl discovered in Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver, B.C., in late November was regularly noted through at least Feb. 4 by an army of observers. Vancouver area observers also reported Pygmy Owls in above-normal numbers, with at least eight seen Dec. 21-Jan. 31 (fide WW). A Great Gray Owl on the Pitt Meadows CBC, Dec. 27 (RRo, VT, fide WW) was one of fewer than 10 Vancouver area records. Four Burrowing Owls in the Rogue R. valley may represent a corner of their normal winter range. The individual found shot Jan. 4 near Halsey, s.c. of Corvallis, had wintered at that outpost for several years (DMe, HT, fide E & EE). Two Barred Owls in Seattle city parks this January is now commonplace (DHu, DSi), as was the single in Saanich, V.I., Jan. 19 (MSh, fide VG). An injured Spotted Owl was rescued Dec. 18 near Monroe, Wash., and scheduled for rehabilitation (DSi). Seven Spotteds were counted on the Alma, Oakridge, and Upper Nestucca CBCs 
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in Oregon Three Long-eared Owls were reported, one Dec. 28 at the Reifel Ref., B.C. (JS fide WW), and the other two Dec. 31, one at Saanich (BA, fide VG) and the other at L. Tennant n. of Bellingham, Wash. (HC,  BHa, fide TW). These were noteworthy as this species has not been proven to winter regularly in the Region. A record 56 Short-eared Owls on the Ladner CBC Dec. 28 was heartening Rufous Hummingbirds reached Coos Bay, Oreg. by Feb. 21 (fide AMc) and were numerous at Olympia, Wash., by Feb. 28 (SC, fide IA). Lewis' Woodpeckers wintered in small numbers as usual in the Rogue R. valley (MM, OSw). One Lewis' n. as far as Rickreall, near Salem, was described as "the first in a long time" there (A & DM, fide E & EE). Seven Black Phoebes were reported in Curry and Jackson Cos., Oreg., at the n. limit of the species range (Gold Beach CBC, MM, EWS). Two vagrant Say's Phoebes which appeared Feb. 23-28 at Coos Bay (RI, fide AMc) and another at Gaston, w. of Portland, Feb. 25 (JGa et al., fide HN), were likely displaced spring migrants, as this species normally arrives on territory e. of the Cascades in February (see also Sage Sparrow below).
SWALLOWS THROUGH WAXWINGS -- The first Tree Swallows reported were a flock Feb. 18 at Eugene, Oreg, (TF, fide HN). By Feb. 21 they were N to Washington and British Columbia (GR, RP). Violet-greens arrived Feb. 21 at Coos Bay (AMc), Feb. 22 near Corvallis (R & JK), and Feb 21 at Victoria (JTa, AMa, fide VG) and Langley B.C. (RP, fide WW). These are normal dates for the spring vanguard. A laggard Barn Swallow was still in Seattle Dec. 5 (WB) A single Blue Jay appeared Dec. 2 at a Bellingham, Wash. feeder (Mrs. R. Odell, fide TW). A Scrub Jay was noted Feb. 26 as far w along the Columbia R. as Cathlamet, Wash (EH, AR). The usual few Black-billed Magpies wintered: a single all season at Langley, B.C. (KC ph., fide WW), one Dec. 18 at Oak Bay, V.I. (Mrs. J. Galbraith, fide VG), and one Jan. 24 just w. of Newhalem, Whatcom Co., Wash. (FK). A Clark's Nutcracker was noted Dec. 26 at 800 ft on Larch Mt., e. of Portland in the Columbia R. gorge (LA, fide HN). Bushtits were in record numbers on many CBCs throughout the Region. There were 366 at Pitt Meadows, 459 at Ladner, a Canadian record of 534 at White Rock, 1157 at Seattle, and 666 in Salem, Oreg. Long-billed Marsh Wren numbers were high on s. V.I. (fide VG) and on the Vancouver, B.C., CBC A single Mockingbird Dec. 23 at Coos Bay (BG, fide AMc) was the only report. The only W. Bluebirds reported n. of Oregon were three at Saanich, V.I., Jan. 30 (RWa, fide VG) and four at Metchosin, VA., Feb. 25 (M & VG). This Blue-listed species was noted on 9 w. Oregon CBCs n. to s. Tillamook County. The total of 447 individuals compares with 553 last year and 426 the year before on these same counts. Three Mountain Bluebirds noted in January and February in the Medford area (MM) were the only reports. Single Townsend's Solitaires were on the Sauvie I. CBC and on Dungeness Spit, Wash., Dec. 18 (D & SSm). Up to 35 Bohemian Waxwings were found at Pitt Meadows, B.C., in December (TW; WR, JM, fide WW), and a few stayed until mid-January in the Bellingham area (TW). Twelve on the Tacoma, Wash., CBC Jan. 4 were the southernmost.
WARBLERS THROUGH SPARROWS -- A Black-and-white Warbler in N. Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 3 was well described (†CB) for about the fifth Vancouver area record (fide WW). Orange-crowned Warblers were found n. to N. Vancouver Feb. 3 (†WW), and Saanich, V.I., Dec. 20-Jan. 17 (RMG, fide VG). A Black-throated Gray Warbler was in Portland Jan. 3 (DI, DF), and a Hermit Warbler was present there Dec. 1 - Jan. 10 (HN, TC et al.). Another Hermit Warbler was seen in Salem Jan. 11 (TC). Both Hermits were with small flocks of Townsend's Warblers. Six Palm Warblers, a normal number, were noted from Coos Bay n. to Grays Harbor. All were probably wintering, although the latest reported was on e. at Leadbetter Pt., Feb. 6 (RW). A Com. Yellowthroat, rare in winter here, was seen on Sauvie I., Jan. 25 (LP, MCa, fide HN). Eight w. Oregon CBCs recorded 254 Townsend's Warblers. This compares to 52 on the same 8 counts last year and 39 the year before. Flocks of several dozen were encountered by several observers, and the species was widely described as more prevalent than normal. North of the Columbia R., Townsend's are usually rare in winter, although they may be regularly found in favored localities. This winter the species was found in better-than-average numbers n. to Puget Sound and s. V.I. Two Yellow-headed Blackbirds Dec. 28 on the Ladner, B.C. CBC were only the second occurrence ever for that count (fide WW). Three were reported from s. V.I., Dec. 11 & 13 (EM, MMc, fide VG). Rusty Blackbirds were noted in the Vancouver, B.C., area, with four on the Pitt Meadows CBC Dec. 27 (†DB, MW, fide WW) and tow at Maple Ridge Jan. 8 (GA, fide WW). A Blue Grosbeak seen at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene represented the second record for Oregon. It was a carefully described (†AC) female-plumaged individual. The first state record was also of a female-plumaged bird, at a feeder in Corvallis Jan. 4-17, 1975 (M. Eltzroth, R. Jarvis, see, (AB 29:734). Evening Grosbeaks were reported as scarce from several well birded localities around Puget Sound and in w. Oregon (TW, EH, G & WH, HN, JG). Purple Finches were noted as very scarce in King County, Wash. (EH). Pine Grosbeaks were found only at the Squamish R. mouth, n. of Vancouver, B.C. Seven were there Dec. 7 (DC, fide WW). A single Gray-crowned Rosy Finch at Victoria Dec. 7-8 (RS, fide VG) and three Dec. 27 at Pitt L., e. of Vancouver, B.C. (SR, AB, fide WW) represent the pattern of normal occurrence. The flock in early December on Mary's Peak in the Oregon Coast Range w. of Corvallis was well w. of the usual rosy finch winter haunts (TMo, DPi, fide CW & E & EE). A single Com. Redpoll with siskins at Woodinville, n.e. of Seattle Dec. 13 was the only one reported (†MEg). Pine Siskins were reported as "scattered and scarce" in Oregon (fide HN) and "in very low numbers" in the Bellingham area all winter (TW). Lesser Goldfinches were at the n. limit of their normal range at Portland throughout the period (DF; MK, fide HN). Fifteen there Feb. 27 was the high count (MK, fide JG) In keeping with this winter's dearth of finches, Red Crossbills were everywhere reported absent or in small numbers The White-winged Crossbill was noted twice. A single was on the Squamish, B.C., CBC Jan. 3, and three were at Leadbetter Pt., Jan 25 (RW). Coastal records this far s. are unusual even in irruptive winters. A Sage Sparrow Feb. 22 at the S.J.C.R. (JG, TF, HN) matched arrival dates for this species on its breeding grounds e. of the Cascades. An odd junco seen often throughout the winter at a Metchosin, V.I., feeder was judged intermediate between Pink-sided and Gray-headed forms (†M & VG). Tree sparrows were noted in numbers up to four s. to Dungeness, the Skagit flats, and Seattle, Wash. Oregon's sixth Clay-colored Sparrow was found Jan. 17-25 on Sauvie I. (TM et al., ph. OSc). Six Harris' and 24 White-throated sparrows were reported. All but two White-throateds were in Oregon. The exceptions were in Olympia, Wash., Jan. 15 (G & WH) and Saanich V.I., Dec. 1-19 (Mrs. I. McTaggart-Cowen, fide VG). This concentration of White-throated Sparrows in w. Oregon has been a consistent pattern for the last several years. A Swamp Sparrow found Dec. 31 on Samish I., Skagit Co., Wash. (†MD, MEi et al.) provided the sixth state record. The bird was seen often through Feb. 8 (†TW, †WW et al.). A Swamp Sparrow reported Feb. 14 on the Skagit R. delta 15 mi s. of Samish I. (BHa, fide TW) could have been the same individual. In sharp contrast to last year, none were found this season in w. Oregon.
CITED OBSERVERS and ABBREVIATIONS: with Sub-Regional Editors in boldface. Ilse Allen, Loraine Anderson, Bill Anker, Gerry Ansell, Ann Bailey, Ward Beecher, Thais Bock (TBo), Bob Bromley, Doug Brown, Tom Burgess (TBu), Rob Butler, Colin Butt, Kay Cairns, Wayne Campbell, Dick Cannings, Mike Carmody(MCa), Stan Cecil, Mary Chapman (MCh), Howard Cockerham, Mark Colwell (MCo), John Comer, Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Herbert Curl, Brian Davies, Jack & Ada Davis, Paul DeBruyn, Dick Decker, Michael Donahue, Mark Eisdorfer( MEi), Mark Egger (MEg), Elzie & Elsie Eltzroth, Tad Finnell, David Fix, Roger Foxall, Hal & Martha Fray, John Gatchett (JGa), Jeff Gilligan (JG), Margaret & Vic Goodwill, Kate Graham (KGa), Barbara Griffin, Karl Gruebel (KGu), Bob Hamlin (BHa), Bill Harrington- Tweit (BHT), Bob Hay (BHy), Werner Hesse (WHe), Dave Hoffman (DHo), Glen & Wanda Hoge (G & WH), Dave Hutchinson (DHu), David Irons, Pete Isleib, Dale Jensen, Brian Kautesk, Lois Killewich, Mark Koninendyke, Rick & Jan Krabbe, Fayette Krause, Rob Lawrence, Bob Loeffel, Tom Lund, Rob Mackenzie-Grieve(R MG), Alan MacLeod (AMa), Jack Major, Arnie & Debbie Martin (A & DM), Alan McGie (AMc), Mike McNall (MMc), Don Menefee (DMe), Marjorie Moore (MM), Mike Moore (MMo), Terry Morgan (TM), Tom Morgan (TMo), E. Mundee, Harry Nehls, Jim Olson, Bob Paine, Leonard Paul, Dennis Paulson (DP), Evelyn Peaslee, Roy Phillips, Dave Pikula (DPi), Michael Price, Al Prigge, Georgia Ramsay, Alan Richards, Leila Roberts, Ian Robertson(I Ro), Robin Robinson (RRo), Steve Robinson, Wilma Robinson, Ronnie & Ivy Ryno (R & IRy), Ron Satterfield, Susan Saul (SSa), Jean-Pierre Savard (JS), Owen Schmidt (OSc), Madelon Schouton (MSc), Chris Shepard, Michael Shepard (MSh), Dorothy Siewers (DSi), Dory & Start Smith (D & SSm), Wally Sumner, Otis Swisher (OSw), Vern Tamke, Jeremy Tatum (JTa), Howard Taylor, Larry Thornburgh, John Toochin (JTo), Ron Toonen, Jamie Wahl, Terry Wahl (TW), Ruben Ware (RWa), Clarice Watson, Wayne Weber (WW), E. White-Swift (EWS), Ralph Widrig (RW), Wally Wilkins (WWi), Doug Wilson (DWi), Tom Winter (TWi), Brad & Debra Wood (B & DWo), Margaret Wyborn (†)= written description on file, S.J.C.R. = South jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg.

 The Spring Migration, 1981 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers

The extremely mild "non-winter" carried over into March, although precipitation varied from very wet to very dry in the subregions. April varied from cold and wet to normal temperatures and normal to low precipitation but May was cool and wet practically Region-wide. Bozeman, Montana,
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reported an unusually large number of record early arrivals in May. Fortine, Montana, had many early arrival dates for March and April and the South Okanagan Valley of British Columbia also listed several early arrivals among the earlier migrants. Elsewhere timing apparently was near normal. Heavy May precipitation appeared to make up for the severe moisture deficiency of the winter.
LOONS AND GREBES -- An Arctic Loon was photographed on Catty Res., at the power plant at Boardman, Ore., May 5 (RJK). A pair of Red-necked Grebes was nesting at Wilmer, B.C., May 28 (LH) and a pair was on Spectacle L., Okanogan Co., Wash., May 12 (JD). Seven of this species were back on their Upper Klamath L., Ore., breeding area by Apr. 4 (SS) and on the same date the birds had returned to Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. (LDN). The species appeared to be 2-3 times as numerous as in 1980 in Lincoln County., Mont. (CW). One at Salmon, Ida., May 7 was the second ever there for Roberts. Lake Windermere, B.C., had at least 1100 W. Grebes May 11 (LH) and Moses L., Wash., had 57 nests of the birds May 14 (JT).
 PELICANS THROUGH IBISES -- White Pelicans numbered 100 on Am. Falls Res., on the Snake R., in Idaho Apr. 23 (CHT) and four were at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida. May 23 (EB). Up to 35 were along the Portneuf R., below Pocatello, Ida. in May (DT). About 30 were present on Frenchman Hills Wasteway w. of Potholes Res., s.w. of Moses L., May 8 (RF). A Brown Pelican flying along the Boise R., Mar. 19 furnished the third sighting for the area from near Eagle, Ida. to Lucky Peak Res. CLK). Potholes Res., listed ten nesting pairs of Double-crested Cormorants May 2 (RF). Mann's L., near Lewiston, Ida., listed a single bird of this species May 31 (R & GB) and the Kootenai R., above Libby, Mont., harbored a pair May 21-28 (CW). Six were at the mouth of Ladd Cr., near La Grande, Ore., Apr. 24-May 4 (BR, GS et al.). A Great Blue Heron colony discovered at the e. end of Moyie L., w. of Cranbrook, B.C., comprised 13 nests May 5 (MVW). The colony at Otter L., near Armstrong, B.C. comprised 41 birds Mar. 8 (JG) but the heronry at Wilmer, B.C., was unoccupied (LH). Potholes Res., listed about 400 nesting pairs of Great Blues and 800 pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons (RF). A Cattle Egret appeared near Hermiston, Ore., Apr. 23 (C & MC, NB) and four were in the Rupert, Ida. area (WHS). A single bird was at Calispell L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash., March-May 10 (JN) and up to three in breeding plumage were s. of Merrill, Ore., May 8-9 (SS). Nine Great Egrets were back at Potholes Res., Apr. 26 (S J) and one was along the Columbia R., near Umatilla, Ore., Apr. 23 (MC) and Apr. 25 (B.M.A.S.). A single bird upriver from Walter's Ferry, Owyhee Co., Ida., May 6 was the first ever recorded there in spring and only the second ever (JSM) and one in the Rupert area was noteworthy (WHS). One appeared at Pend Oreille L., just s. of Sandpoint, Ida. May 11 (KH). Snowy Egrets in the Pocatello area were down to only three; Mexican pesticide use was suspected (CHT). Three White-faced Ibises fed in an irrigated pasture along Hwy. 28, 4 mi e. of Winchester, Wash., June 3-8 (RF).
WATERFOWL -- The largest concentration of Whistling Swans reported was 1000 at Calispell L., in early April (fide DD). Trumpeter Swans at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., were down to four birds (JRR). Ennis L., near Ennis, Mont., listed perhaps 50 in a flock of about 500 swans (PDS). Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., censused 247 Trumpeters in Centennial Valley May 5 for a 25% decrease from last year but nesting there looked good with 42 active nests (RRS). Many Canada Geese were nesting on boxes set up for them at Wilmer Wildlife Area, Wilmer, B.C. (LH). Canadas peaked at 7000 at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash.; 250 at Turnbull; 415 at Kootenai N.W.R., and 150 at Deer Flat N.W.R. A field near Carry Res., had four White-fronted Geese Apr. 28 (RJK). Some 15,000 Snow Geese were migrating over Council Valley, Council, Ida. Mar. 28 (G.E.A.S.). A Snow Goose stopped at Carty Res., Mar. 26 (RJK). Kootenai N.W.R.. had an unusual visit by two Snow Geese in April. They were joined for a week in late April by a Ross' Goose (LDN). One sub-ad. Snow Goose and two Ross' were near Reardan, Wash., Apr. 26 (WH & BW) and another Ross' joined them Apr. 29; one Ross' was still there May 3 (JA). One Ross' with a broken leg was at Ladd Marsh W.M.A., La Grande May 5 (JE). Ducks peaked at 15,000 in March at Columbia N.W.R., the late May breeding pair survey there indicating a 10% increase over 1980 (JC). At Turnbull N.W.R., duck pair counts indicated 30-40% more pairs than before the May 1980 ashfall. Duck production there last year was 50-60% below that expected (JRR). The pair of Eur. Wigeons that wintered at Walla Walla, Wash., was last seen Apr. 5 (B.M.A.S). A male was at Armstrong, B.C., Mar. 31 (EL) and another was on W. Medical L., Spokane Co., Wash., Apr. 15 (JA). One of this species appeared on Carty Res., Mar. 26 (RJK) and a male was seen at Kootenai N.W.R., Apr. 9 & 19 (LDN). Four vagrant Ring-necked Ducks stopped at Grays L., Apr. 23 (DT). A Greater Scaup appeared on L. Entiat, Entiat, Wash., Apr. 8 (PC). Harlequin Ducks in the Libby, Mont., area were at least 3 times as numerous as in 1980 and more widespread (CW). A pair appeared on the Chewelah, Wash., sewage ponds Apr. 18 (JN). Three ad. males were sighted on upper McDonald Cr., Glacier N.P., Mont., Apr. 30-May 4. One wore a red band on the left leg and another, a yellow band on the right (JDe). The only White-winged Scoters reported were two on the duck count, Hatch L., Colville, Wash. (first spring record in 5 years' counts--(SZ, W.D.G.); two males and a female on the Colville sewage ponds May 25 (JN), and a female on the Link R., Klamath Falls, Ore., May 9 (SS). A pair of Hooded Mergansers was nesting in a Wood Duck nest box near Cardwell, Mont., in late May for the first breeding record for that area (RLE). A female Red-breasted Merganser was carefully observed on the Columbia R., at Priest Rapids Dam e. of Yakima Mar. 17 (EH) and a female was in the Link R.- Ewauna, Ore. vicinity May 2-9 (SS). One was on Catty Res., May 5 (RJK). Several of the species were on the Snake R., below Am. Falls Res., Apr 2 and three males were on Blackfoot Res., Apr. 25, both in Idaho (DT). Alkali L., Grant Co., Wash., had four males and two females Apr. 19 (JA).
VULTURES AND HAWKS -- A Turkey Vulture n. of Eureka, Mont., Apr. 12 and again a week later was one of very few ever reported for Lincoln County (CW). Five active Goshawk nests were found in Lincoln County (CW). Three sightings of Swainson's Hawk were in the Yakima area (Y.A.S.), one near Telford, Wash. (W.D.G.) and two in s.w. Idaho (G.E.A.S.). Four nesting pairs were in the Walla Walla vicinity (B.M.A.S.) and two active nests were located in the Boardman area (RJK). Ferruginous Hawks had two nests in the Boardman vicinity (RJK) and 18 nesting pairs were reported in Franklin County, Wash. (W.D.G.). Sixteen active Golden Eagle nest sites were found in Okanogan County, Wash. (W.D.G.). A few Bald Eagles, including three pairs at nests, were noted in the Brisco-Radium Hot Springs-Wilmer, B.C., area (LH). Four pairs of Ospreys were also nesting in that area (LH). A rare sighting of an Osprey was made at Columbia N.W.R., Apr. 6 (JR) and two appeared near Crow Butte S.P., w. of Paterson,
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 Wash, Apr 27 (REW) The Okanogan R., below Oroville, Wash., had three nesting pairs (RF) and a pair was nest building on the Salmon R., near Salmon, Ida., for apparently a new breeding locality (HBR). Only one Peregrine Falcon was reported.
GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Sharp-tailed Grouse numbers in Lincoln County, Wash., were comparable to last year's, despite volcano and heavy rain problems (JN). About 100 were near Twin Springs C.G., Oneida Co., Ida. Apr. 16 (DT). In the Eureka, Mont., area the species' numbers were about double those of 1980 (CW). A Sage Grouse lek, one of many in the Shoshone, Ida., area had 20 birds Apr. 4 (JR). The lek at Virtue Flat e. of Baker, Ore., had a peak population of about 75 Apr. 20 (JE) and five were seen on Crescent Valley Ranch s. of Wilbur, Wash. (JHi). At Rupert, Sage Grouse numbers were believed to be one third of last year's (WHS). A pair of Scaled Quail was sighted Mar. 14 just n. of the Juniper Forest n.e. of Pasco, Wash., Mar. 14 (WH & REW) and a single bird was found there May 25 (REW & CWo). Scattered reports of 1-30 Turkeys came from Lincoln County, Mont. (CW) and up to 23 were seen in the Prairie, Ida. area (PCo).
CRANES THROUGH COOTS -- Three male Whooping Cranes were back at Grays Lake N W.R., s.e. Ida. by Apr. 23. Plans were for a female to be introduced from the captive flock at Patuxent Research Ref., Md., (DT). A banded imm. Whooper, presumably from Grays L., dropped in with Sandhill Cranes at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., in mid-April and remained into May (RRS). A rare occurrence was of 200 Sandhills feeding on Columbia N W.R., for about 5 weeks (JC). Pleasant Valley between Libby and Kalispell, Mont., had two pairs of ad. Sandhills, plus a single bird. One pair was feeding an imm. bird. Last year only three adults were seen and their young were killed by vandals (CW). Ladd Marsh W.M.A., the only e. Oregon locality with Sandhills, saw about five of the birds arrive Mar. 3 (JE.). Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., had a Common Gallinule May 23 (AC). American Coot numbers peaked at 11,000 at Turnbull N.W.R., Apr. 10.
SHOREBIRDS -- A remarkable occurrence of an American Oystercatcher, described in detail, was 3 mi. n. of Fruitland, Ida. Apr. 18 (D & JS). A flooded field s. of Merrill, Ore., hosted a flock of 100 Black-bellied Plovers May 3 (SS). A pair at the Yakima R. mouth Apr. 29 provided Bob Woodley's second-ever spring record and one at Rupert, Ida. was Shillington's first-ever. On the Black Canyon nesting grounds in the Snake R. valley n.w. of Caldwell, Ida. only 69 Long-billed Curlews were counted., vs. 350 three years ago. Agriculture has made some encroachment; the Bureau of Land Management has sponsored a study during the last three seasons (G.E.A.S.). The species was believed to be stable in the N. Okanagan Valley from Vernon to Grindrod, B.C.; 46 adults and two chicks were counted May 18 (N.O.N.C.). Two Whimbrel were sighted s. of Merrill, Ore., May 9 (SS). No more than two Upland Sandpipers were sighted on the nesting grounds in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane (JA, JAd) Three Solitary Sandpipers at the Joseph, Ore., sewage ponds were noteworthy (FC). A Pectoral Sandpiper at a marsh 7 mi s. and 5 mi e. of George, Wash., May 9 was the first in spring for that area (PA). The Yakima R. mouth had up to 70 Dunlin with the peak Apr. 5 (REW); one, with a Sanderling, at the Joseph sewage ponds, was unusual (FC). A flock of 30 Short-billed Dowitchers stopped in a flooded field s. of Merrill, Ore., May 3 (SS). Two Semipalmated Sandpipers at Fortine, Mont., May 6 were Weydemeyer's first since 1928 and provided only his second record ever there. Nine at Indian Creek Res., s.e. of Boise May 3 apparently furnished the second record for s. Idaho (J & NH). Fifty Am. Avocets at the Yakima R. mouth Apr. 19 were Woodley's highest number ever there and one s. of Chewelah, Wash., May 23 was the first for that latilong (JN). A remarkable 33 Black-necked Stilts appeared n. of Winchester Wasteway w. of Moses L., May 10 (JT) and four were s. of Frenchman Hills Wasteway s.w. of Potholes Res., May 2 (RF). Seven were sighted at the Potholes Res., Apr. 12 (Y.A.S.). Two were near Hermiston, Ore., Apr. 23 for Corder's first n.e. Oregon record; four were near Boardman Apr. 15 (RJK), and nine were at Ladd Cr. mouth, La Grande May 26-28 for n.e. Oregon's second record (JE). Two were seen Apr. 30 at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., for a rare sighting (RRS). Priest Rapids Dam on the Columbia R., had an imm. Glaucous-winged Gull Mar. 17 (EH). A Herring Gull at the Joseph sewage ponds May 20 was n.e. Oregon's first (FC) and a Franklin's there May 12 & 17 provided the county's second and third sightings (B J, FC). Four Bonaparte's Gulls, unusual in spring in Idaho, were on Stone Res., near Holbrook (CHT) and three were at Fortine May 6 for the second spring record there (WW). Unusual were two Caspian Terns at Enterprise, Ore., and three at Joseph's sewage ponds both Apr. 26 (FC). Rare sightings were of four Black Terns at La Grande May 5 (JE, GS) and three at Joseph May 14 (FC).
PIGEONS AND OWLS -- Sightings of Band-tailed Pigeons increased. One was 3.5 km n. of Bruneau Sand Dunes S.P., Owyhee Co., Ida. Apr. 28 (JSM). In Oregon four appeared in a city park at La Grande May 2 (JE) and the species was seen near Hermiston Mar. 25 (CC). Washington Hardy Canyon along Wenas Cr., s.w. of Ellensburg had one Apr. 28 (PH & MR) and one was in Cheney Apr. 18 (FBH). Vernon, B.C., had one May 16 (MCo). A Barn Owl nesting burrow in the Okanogan R. bank at the river's mouth, n.c. Washington, with five young May 27 and a nesting burrow in a bank above Chief Joseph Dam to the s.e., Apr. 9 provided the first conclusive evidence of breeding in that area (VM, PF). The only Flammulated Owl reported was of one heard May 12 at Freezeout Saddle s.e. of Imnaha, Ore., sec. 19-20, T2s R49E Wallowa Co., Ore., (JAp). A pair of Great Horned Owls was found Mar. 9 nesting in a hole in a clay bank along the Columbia R., near Athamer, B.C. (LH). Burrowing Owls in the Boise-Nampa area were reported suffering from off-road vehicles and a last year's nesting area in now a feed lot (G.E.A.S.). A Barred Owl was found about May 1 and again May 7 & 9 just outside Mountain Lakes Wilderness, 19 mi w of Klamath Falls, for the first county record and apparently the southernmost for the Pacific states (EF, SS). One was calling on Mt. Harris near Elgin, Ore., Apr. 4 (RR) and a fledgling was picked up near Sherman Pass, Ferry Co., Wash. (fide JN). In Montana one was heard at Glacier N.P. headquarters Apr 29 (JD) and seven pair locations in Lincoln County were confirmed (CW). A Great Gray Owl appeared on several dates in March-April near Pinantan, n.e. of Kamloops, B.C. (GB). A lone bird was at the nesting area on Spring Cr., n.w. of La Grande; the nesting platform there has been continually vandalized this spring while U.S.F. & W.S. personnel attempt to restore it (JE). Saw-whet Owls appeared more common than previously thought in Lincoln County, Mont., where firewood cutters were falling dead trees and finding helpless young (CW). Three nesting pairs occupied nest boxes put out for Am Kestrels in Cold Springs Canyon, n.c. Ore, (PD, LC, SM). At Boise-Cascade C.G., on Wenas Cr., s.w. of Ellensburg, three young perched near a nest hole May 24 (Y.A.S) and two adults were being scolded by smaller birds in Davenport, Wash. cemetery May 9 (JA). The species was believed breeding in the Chewelah area (JN).
POOR-WILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Poor-will was calling at Kinny Cr., Bannock Co., Ida. Apr. 30 (DT) and two were near Brooks Memorial S.P., Satus Pass, Klickitat Co., Wash., May 20 (Y.A.S.) for the only reports. The third sighting of the Black Swift for n.e. Oregon was at Imnaha May 15 (JAp) and a probable sighting of one over Bozeman would be only the second for that latilong (JS & RW). White-throated Swifts appeared again around the cliffs along the Spokane R., just below Spokane; three were sighted May 23 (JA). Ten were seen in Snake R. Birds of Prey Natural Area s.w of Nampa Apr. 25 (NH) and several appeared near Twin Falls, Ida. May 16 (JR). Up to four Black-chinned Hummingbirds were reported in the Boise-Nampa area in May (LM, J & NH, BS). A very rare sighting of the Broad-tailed Hummingbird was of a male at a La Grande feeder May 19-20 & 30 (J & WB et al.).
WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS -- Lewis' Woodpecker numbers looked encouraging, with possible increases in the Rupert, Ida. area (WHS) and apparently steady numbers in e. Washington, n c Oregon and n.w. Montana. One at Fortine May 10 was the first sighted in about 10 years; they formerly were common breeders there (WW). Two singing male Least Flycatchers were carefully observed and their songs recorded May 10-31 at Sun Mt. Lodge 8 ml s of Winthrop, Wash. (EH) and one was found at Okanagan Falls, B.C., May 22 (SRC) Three male Gray Flycatchers were heard May 23 on the Colochkum Pass road n.e. of Ellensburg for a new locality for the species (EH).
JAYS THROUGH THRUSHES -- A Blue Jay lingered at a feeder near Chewelah, Wash., until early March (JN) and one was heard and seen in Omak, Wash., Mar. 
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11 & 13 (SJo). One was sighted near Fortine May 4 (WW) and one stayed at Half Round Bay 10 min. of Harrison, Ida., for a month in late March-early April (GN). Plain Titmice were common in the Rupert area for the only report (WHS). a pair of Bushtits was nest building May 16 along Poison Cr., 42 km. s. of Grandview, Ida. (JSM). On the Birds of Prey Study Area along the Snake R., s.e. of Swan Falls Dam, Owyhee Co., Ida., a Mockingbird was sighted for the third record there (JSM). Many sightings were made of both Mountain and W. bluebirds in the Yakima area, particularly in the foothills to the w. Nest boxes in the Wenas Cr. area were major attractions. Mountain Bluebirds appeared to be doing well in the Kimberley, B.C. area (MVW). However, W. Bluebirds were completely missing in Lincoln County, Mont., and Mountain Bluebird sightings there were down 75% from last year (CW).
GNATCATCHERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher appeared at Massacre Rocks S.P., Power Co., Ida., May 3 & 21 (DT) and a pair was seen near Twin Falls May 17 (JR). A male Black-and white Warbler near Fortine May 11-12 was the first ever for that part of Montana (WW). A female Black-and-white and one or two Tennessee Warblers appeared at Malheur N.W.R., May 22 (AC) and a Tennessee was near Vernon, B.C., May 11 (MCo). Single Virginia's Warblers were sighted at Kinny Cr., Bannock Co., Ida. Apr. 30 & May 17 (DT) and at least a dozen were observed at Silent City of Rocks, Cassia Co., Ida. May 29-30 (JSM). A Black-throated Blue Warbler showed up at Malheur N.W.R., May 19 (NB). An ad. female Black-throated Green Warbler at Bozeman May 17 was the first for mountainous Montana (PDS, RW, JS) and an ad. male Blackburnian Warbler s. of Bozeman was the second for Montana's mountains and the state's sixth (JS, PDS, RW, ETH, SC, WB). Ovenbirds were found in summer habitat at Bozeman May 31 (PDS) and one was sighted along the Bruneau R., 2 km n.w. of Bruneau May 28 (JSM). Common Yellowthroats were reported only from the Nampa area (G.E.A.S.), Rupert (WHS), and the mouth of the Walla Walla R., near Wallula, Wash., (B.M.A.S.). Very unusual was a male Bobolink near Trail, B.C., May 17 (ME). In Montana two males were on territory, one in Tobacco Plains n. of Eureka and one near the Clark Fork R., near the Idaho-Montana border (CW). One near Twin Falls, Ida. was apparently the first for the latilong (JR).
FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak near Nakusp, B.C., May 16 was highly unusual (GD). One was sighted in Bozeman May 16-17 (ETH, SC, JS, PDS, RW) and a male was photographed in Boise May 25 (BK & JSM). A Blue Grosbeak was reported near Buhl, Ida. in May (fide JR). Two Indigo Buntings, one with some white in its breast, were in flocks of Lazulis the third week of May at Pocatello (JJ, CHT) and one visited a Rupert feeder for 3 days (WHS). A Purple Finch was noted in Helena where it is very rare (PM) and near Dixie, Wash. (PD, SM). One or two appeared at 3 locations in the foothills w. of Yakima (Y.A.S.). House Finches were reported as uncommon at Helena (GH) and were seen May 2 near Fortine (WW). A Green-tailed Towhee in La Grande May 3-4 was the first in more than 10 years (JE, GS). One was observed s.w. of Oreana, Ida. May 23 (A & HL). A field near Libby, Mont., hosted an ad male Lark Bunting in mid-May (CW). A singing Baird's Sparrow on the Tobacco Plains n. of Eureka May 10 was the first ever for the latilong (WW). An ad. Black-throated Sparrow at Wallowa L., Joseph May 9 and 12-13 was the first ever for n.e. Oregon (BJ, LG et al.) and a sagebrush area near Ephrata, Wash., had a singing male May 27 for apparently the third state sighting (RM & PE). Mink Creek R., s. of Pocatello had two Gray-headed Juncos May 7 (DT). Clay-colored Sparrows arrived at Vernon May 16 (JG) and a singing male was closely observed in La Grande May 26 in the company of many Brewer's Sparrows, which normally are only vagrants there (JE). An imm. Harris' Sparrow at Walla Walla May 10 (SM) and an adult at Pullman, Wash., May 19 (JW W) were the only ones reported. A few Golden-crowned Sparrows migrated through e. Washington, with sightings in the Yakima area, at Boise-Cascade C.G., Wapato, Davenport, and Richland. They were also seen at Hermiston, Ore.
CONTRIBUTORS CITED -- James Acton (JA), Jack Adkins (JAd), Jim Applegate (JAp), Peter Arcese, Eugene Barney, Wes Bell, Jerry & Winnie Bingner, Blue Mt. Audubon Society (B.M.A.S.), Nancy Buck, Geoff Budman, Robert & Georgene Bond, Lois Campbell, S.R. Cannings, Phil Cheney (PC), Mary Collins (MCo), Frank Conley, Alan Contreras, Priscilla Cook (PC.), Craig & Marion Coder (MC), Sharon Cotterell, John Coykendall, Dennis Dahlke, John Danielson (JD), Priscilla Dauble, Gary Davidson, Joe Decker (JDe), Maurice Ellison, R.L. Eng, Joe Evanich, Robert M. & Patricia Evans, Paul Fielder, Eric Foresmen, Run Friesz, Leo Goebel, Golden Eagle Audubon Society (G.E.A.S), James Grant, Pauline Hager, Warren Hall, Larry Halverson, Keith Hawn, Eve T. Hays, Jim & Naomi Heckathorn, Jerry Hickman (JHi), George Holton, Eugene Hunn, Frances B. Huston, Bob Jackson, Steve Jackson (SJa), Joe Jeppson, Stuart Johnston (SJo), Lydia Kading, Ronald J. Klein, Bob Kuntz, Al & Hilda Larson, Edith Levey, Patricia McKinny, Jeffrey S. Marks, Vern Marr, Levi Mohler, Shirley Muse, Larry D. Napier, Gloria Neff, Jack Nisbet, North Okanagan Naturalists' Club (N.O.N.C.), Bob Ratcliff, James R. Rees, Hadley B. Roberts, Run Rohweder, Marian Rossman, Jeff Ruprecht, Georgia Sanderson, Belle Shaw, W. H. Shillington, Richard R. Sjostrom, P.D. Skaar, Jim Sparks, (JSp), Dan & Jim Stevens (D. & JS), Steve Summers, Jim Tabor, Dan Taylor, C. H. Trust, Washington Department of Game (W.D.G.), John W. Weber, Run Weeks, Winton Weydemyer, Bart Whelton, Mildred V. White, Carl Wolf (CWo), Robert E. Woodley, Yakima Audubon Society (Y.A.S.), Steve Zender, Abbreviations: C.G., campground.

Spring Migration, 1981
 NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.
March was several degrees warmer and slightly drier than usual at the Medford, Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver weather stations. Then during April and May rainfall in Vancouver was about twice normal. Farther south, however, there was less than normal rain throughout the period. Passerine migration was particularly noted May 2-13, with unusually large numbers of Warbling Vireos, Orange-crowned Warblers, Wilson's Warblers, and Western Tanagers being widely reported. The unusual Regional records of White-faced Ibises, Common Gallinule, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, and Black-throated Sparrow should indicate very dry conditions to the south and east of us.
LOONS THROUGH IBISES -- Only two Yellow-billed Loons were reported; one at Orcas I., in the United States San Juans Mar. 3 (TW), the other a breeding plumaged bird in Satellite Channel near Victoria, V.I., May 8 (WC, fide VG). Arctic Loons were noted moving in large numbers in early May, with "thousands" off Pt. Roberts, Wash., May 6 (MMc, VN, fide WW), 700+ off the S.J.C.R., May 9 (DFi), and "large numbers" just offshore from Westport, Wash., May 10 (BHT). One light phase Western Grebe at Seattle Apr. 18 (†WHo) was the first report of this form we have received for the Region. A Laysan Albatross 14 mi s.w. of Torino, V.I., May 21 provided one of very few Regional records within the continental shelf (MaS, fide VG). TW's 3 early May pelagic trips off Westport found good numbers of the regular tubenoses, closely comparable to the high counts of last spring. Two dark N. Fulmars May 5 provided the first spring reports here in several years. The one-two Flesh-footed Shearwaters each trip represented a minor comeback for that species which has been unreported in the Region in spring since 1978. Nineteen Brandt's Cormorants lingered at Active Pass in the Georgia Straits until May 28 (RS, MiS, fide VG), and 40 remained at Olympia, Wash., May 16 (BHT). Very few remain to breed n. of the Columbia R. The scant winter Green Heron numbers were augmented throughout to s. British Columbia by migrants arriving in early April. Definite reports of nesting came from near Portland (DFi) and from Seattle (ER, MD). Eighteen Great Egret reports were received from 7 Oregon localities. All were before Apr. 6, except one May 2 on the Pistol R., in extreme s. Oregon (fide HN). Coos Bay's Snowy Egret stayed through Apr. 5 as usual (fide AMc). The seven White-faced Ibises May 25 at Eugene, Oreg. (SG, SSu, CW), furnished an extraordinary Regional record.
GEESE AND DUCKS -- DFi estimated the Black Brant migration at 500/hr passing N off the Lincoln County, Oreg, Coastline Apr. 5. A peak count of 10,000 came from Willapa Bay Apr. 11-12 (DAl, KBe, KH, fide WW). The few wintering White-fronted Geese departed by early April. Late April saw a passage of birds from farther s., with the high count of 200 over Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Apr. 29 (RWi). The 3000 Snow Geese wintering at Reifel I., near Ladner, B.C., departed about Apr. 26 for their Wrangell I. breeding grounds (WW). A Gadwall brood e. of Ladner, B.C., Apr. 26 was very early (WW). Five "Eurasian" Green-winged Teal were reported, with one wintering bird remaining in Seattle until Apr. 26 (ER). Blue-winged Teal reports continued to increase. They were widely noted after Apr. 24, with peaks of 86 May 23-25 in Saanich, V.I. (RS, fide VG), and of 157 May 21 on Sea and Iona Is., B.C. (WW). Blue-wingeds now outnumber Cinnamon Teal in spring n. of the Columbia R., almost 10:1. A hybrid of these two species was described from Iona I., May 14-22 (BK, DK, fide WW). One female Tufted Duck turned up in Vancouver's Stanley P., Mar. 18-30 (†BK, †WW et al.). Harlequin Duck pairs on the Kalama R., and the s. fork of the Toutle R., both draining Mt. St. Helens' w. flank, were likely nesters there (BL et al., fide SSa). The two King Eiders at Seaside, Oreg., were last reported Mar. 8 (JGi, HN).
KITES TO GALLINULES -- White-tailed Kites again proved scarce in spring. Six individuals were reported at 5 Oregon sites n. to the S.J.C.R. The single bird present there Mar. 1 (DFi), may have been moving S, as all later reports were from s. of Eugene. Accipiters made another strong showing, although slightly off last spring's totals. Eight Goshawks and 48+ each of Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks were reported from throughout the Region. A Goshawk pair nested in a remnant gallery forest along the Black R., in Renton, Wash., at a site scheduled for development (KBn). Pairs of Cooper's Hawks nested at Victoria (HA, fide VG) and at Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver, B.C. (WR, fide WW). The Red-shouldered Hawk has established a beachhead in the Region as up to five birds were seen Mar. 22-Apr. 26 at the Winchuck R. mouth at Brookings, Oreg. just n. of the California border. Another individual was 20 mi farther n. at Pistol R. (TC, JGi, OSc, DAn, TM, DE). The Swainson's Hawk, a rare spring migrant, was reported Apr. 23 at Sutherlin, Oreg, (MHu, fide CW), and Apr. 26 on Whidbey I., Wash. (†PA, RR). The last Rough-legged Hawk lingered at Ocean Shores until Apr. 26-May 2 (KBn, KBo). Golden Eagles had young in the nest by Apr. 23 in Douglas County, Oreg. (MHu, fide CW). Six Bald Eagle nests were reported from Siletz Bay, Oreg, n. to
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Victoria and Vancouver, B.C. This represented only the tip of the iceberg as a survey of w. Washington in the early 1970s counted 100 active nests (Grubb et al., Murrelet 56:2-6, 1975). Sixteen active Osprey nests were reported, including one in a Seattle city park (EH, BMe, DHu) and 7 about Victoria (fide VG). A gray Gyrfalcon in C. Saanich, V.I., was observed repeatedly Mar. 1-21 (AK, LR, fide VG). Another gray Gyrfalcon was seen at Tillamook, Oreg. Apr. 5 (DFi, HN, DHo). The 17 Peregrine and 26 Merlin reports were slightly below last spring's record totals. Captive Sandhill Cranes have been released at Pitt Meadows to augment the frail breeding population there. A Common Gallinule photographed at Iona I., B.C., remained there May 26-June 3 for a first Regional record (†BK, †WW et al.).
SHOREBIRDS -- Territorial Black Oystercatchers on Dungeness Spit, Wash. (D & SS), Chuckanut Bay near Bellingham, Wash. (GG, fide DV & TW), and in Lighthouse P., W Vancouver, B.C. (WW), may mark a range expansion in this area. The Blue-listed Snowy Plover is holding on. One was incubating at Newport, Oreg. Apr. 4 (OSw, FR, DFi, fide EE). Eleven pair nested on Leadbetter Pt., Wash., in late May. This success was attributed to the strict beach closures imposed on their behalf (RWi). One pair was at the species' n. outpost at Ocean Shores Apr. 19-May 2 (G & WH; CB, fide TBo). Eight Am. Golden Plover, rare in spring, were noted at 4 locations, Apr. 26-May 30. Two Long-billed Curlews were seen Apr. 19 at Coos Bay, Oreg. (AMc) was the sole report. An Upland Sandpiper May 31 on a stretch of lawn at Lightning L., Manning P.P., B.C., high in the Cascades, was definitely displaced (WS). Oregon observers reported 18 Solitary Sandpipers, including seven at Gaston, w. of Portland, Apr. 26-27 (JGa, fide HN), and one very late bird May 28 at Eugene (SHi, fide AC). The Spotted Redshank at Reifel I., B C. (†WW, †RC, †DK) stayed with a flock of Greater Yellowlegs generally far out on the tide flats until Apr. 1 (RF), at which time it had molted into partial breeding plumage. Red Knots refueled in s.w. Washington as usual, with 400 on Bottle Beach, e. of Westport, Apr. 24 (G & WH), an early date. The 275 near Westport May 10 (BHT), and the 550 on Leadbetter Pt., May 13 (RWi) marked the usual peak. The high count in Oregon was the 15 at Tillamook May 10 (LP, fide HN). The single at Reifel I., Apr. 20 (MPr, fide WW) was the only British Columbia report. Most W. Sandpipers passed through Apr. 12-May 10, with high counts of 30,000 on Roberts Bank, w. of Ladner, B.C., Apr. 19 (DAl, BK, fide WW) and 100,000 Apr. 26 at Bowerman Basin on Grays Harbor (KBn et al.). The only Semipalmated Sandpipers this spring were seven-ten individuals on Iona I., May 10-28 (BK, DJ, WW). The usual few Baird's and Pectoral sandpipers were sighted. Baird's were at 4 locations Apr. 12-29 with a high count of eight, and Pectorals were at 4 locations Apr. 29-May 24 with a peak count of six. The Short-billed Dowitcher passage was concentrated on salt water shores Apr. 12-May 14, with a peak Apr. 19 of 200+ on Boundary Bay, B.C. (BK, fide WW) and 800-1000 at Ocean Shores (KBo) Long-balled Dowitcher migration m the Region is more protracted and less habitat specific. The 200 in Seattle May 13 (ES, ER) was the maximum. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper with a flock of Whimbrel Apr. 12 (†MSm, fide HN) provided the first spring record for the West Coast of North America (Roberson, Rare Birds of the West Coast, p. 181, 1980). A storm apparently precipitated the flock of 145 Marbled Godwits at Ashland high up on the Rogue R. valley in s. Oregon, Apr. 25-26 (MMo, VZ, JSw). Otherwise the high count was of 25 at the more typical coastal location of Waldport, Oreg, (R & JK, fide EE). 
S.A.
Black-necked Stilts invaded in unprecedented numbers. There were six at Brownsville, near Corvallis, Oreg., Apr. 15 (fide CW), then 11 were found at Finley N.W.R., Apr. 18-23 (DP, TB1, fide EE), and three found their way to Medford Apr. 18 (MPa, fide MMo) and Ashland Apr. 26 (OSw, VZ, MMo). Two appeared on the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., Apr. 17 (JSl, fide TBo) for only the second record for w. Washington. Three came to Reifel Ref., in s.w. B.C., where they remained Apr. 21-May 4 (†WW et al.) for the fourth Provincial record. At least 24 individuals were involved. The 1977 invasion of Black-necked Stilts into e. Washington resulted in persistent breeding colonies. That movement was correlated with extreme drought conditions w. of the Rocky Mts., earlier that year (Rohwer et al., Murrelet 60:67-71, 1979)

American Avocets were likewise more numerous than usual, with eight individuals reported from 4 locations. Two were on the Nisqually N.W.R., Apr. 17-20 (JS1, BHT, SHr), one-two at Dungeness Apr. 27 and May 17-18 (WS), and four were at Iona I., and Reifel I., May 20-24 (ST, BK et al, fide WW).
JAEGERS THROUGH PUFFINS -- Four Pomarine Jaegers Apr. 24 in Hecate Strait n.e. of Sandspit, Queen Charlotte I., furnished an early date for so far n. and constituted the only report received (MiS, fide VG). Parasitic Jaegers were noted only at Grays Harbor May 5-10 (TW, EH). The five Glaucous Gull reports matched last year's total. The first Bonaparte's Gulls returned to Clover Pt., Victoria, Mar. 24 (RS, fide VG), and to Iona I., Apr. 1 (fide WW). Peak counts of 2000 were made at Active Pass Apr. 29 (J & RS, fide VG) and on the lower Fraser R., May 9 (BK, WW). Smaller numbers continued past Victoria throughout May. Seattle's Green L. had hosted 100+ on the early date of Mar. 14. This built to 500 Mar. 18-25, and declined sharply thereafter (EH). With the flock Mar. 18-24 were two ad Little Gulls, (E & NH, m.ob.), only the third Regional spring record. Another ad. Little Gull was in Tacoma, Wash., Mar. 25 (CC). Common Tern migration was brief. The species passed May 2-17, with the 500 at Ocean Shores May 9 the peak count (EH). Early Caspian Terns were reported along the Oregon coast Mar 21-22 (HN, DI, TC), and one at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Apr. 12 (BK, fide WW) was early for so far n. The species is known to breed in the Region only in Willapa and Grays Harbors on the s. Washington coast. However, two pairs were copulating May 9 at the S.J.C.R. (DFi), and groups of one-three dozen were observed daily near Bellingham and Iona I. (TW, WW), in addition to more widespread reports of one-six birds. One Black Tern was at Sumas Prairie, e. of Vancouver, B.C., May 13 (MiS, fide VG). An Ancient Murrelet persisted in courting a Pigeon Guillemot until Apr. 5 off Yaquina Head, Oreg. (CM et al., fide EE) A Horned Puffin appeared off Smith I., n.w of Whidbey I., May 30 (J & SVN, PCa). This location is very near the Protection I. site frequented the past 2 summers.
OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- The last Snowy Owl sightings were of a single at Dungeness Spit Mar. 21 (BMc, fide DS), four in Delta, B.C., Mar. 28 (AG, fide WW), and one at Iona I., Apr. 12 (BK, fide WW) Single Barred Owls spent the spring at 2 locations near Victoria (fide VG), and possibly in Stanley P., Vancouver, B.C. (fide WW) A pair was seen often in Discovery P., in Seattle (m.ob.), and a possible young bird was found there May 30 (J & MW). Another Barred Owl was rescued from tangled fishing line at Nolte S.P., King Co., Wash., Mar. 2 (fide TBo) Spotted Owls remained elusive. D & SS reported none found on 9 trips this spring into the n. edge of the Olympic N.P., although the U.S.F.S. has "recorded a fair number" on the Park's periphery (fide D & SS). The Long-eared Owls that wintered at Sea I., B.C., were last seen there Mar. 15 (fide WW). Black Swifts checked in early, with singles noted May 3 along the Umpqua R., Oreg (MHu, MSa, fide CW) and near Victoria (BHa, fide VG), and another May 8 over Tatoosh I., Wash. (BP). Vaux's Swifts were seen first in Corvallis Apr. 14 (EE), with many over Portland Apr. 17 (MHo, fide HN). Two were along the N. Fork of the Snoqualmie R., Wash., Apr. 25 (EH) and 48 were noted at Saanich and Metchosin, V.I., May 1 (BHa, LR, fide VG). On May 6, 1000 were at a Corvallis chimney roost (P & KC, DM, fide EE) and a large flock plugged a house chimney in Portland (MU, fide HN) A Black-chinned Hummingbird was reported at a feeder in N. Bend on the s. Oregon coast Mar. 28 (AMc), and two were there Apr. 21-24 (EW, fide AMc). One, present for 3 weeks in April at Ashland, Oreg., (D & MN, fide MMo), was closer to the species' normal breeding range. The first nest of the Anna's Hummingbird in Oregon has been located at last, in Portland. The nest held two young Mar. 30 (JMo, fide HN), and they fledged Apr. 18 (m. ob., ph., OSc). Fifty Allen's Hummingbirds were counted Mar. 21-22 from the California border n. to the Pistol R., with six at Arizona Beach the northernmost (TC, JGi, TM, fide HN). No Rufous Hummingbirds were noted there, but they were common at Coos Bay, 50 min. A male Calliope Hummingbird was at a Poulsbo, Wash., feeder May 11 (JoC). A freshly dead Williamson's Sapsucker was found Mar 15 in Seattle (PN, *to U.W. Museum) for one of very few w. Washington records.  
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[image: ]View of female Anna’s Hummingbird near nest, Multnomah County, Ore., Apr. 4, 1981. Photo/Owen Schmidt.
FLYCATCHERS THROUGH DIPPER -- The W. Kingbird rarely nests n. of the Rogue R. valley of s. Oregon. Twenty-two individuals were noted this spring, Apr. 20-May 27, n. and w. of the Rogue R., compared to ten in 1978, 15 in 1979, and nine in 1980. Black Phoebes were found nesting at a new location near Central Point, Jackson Co., Oreg. (MPa, OSw, fide MMo). Twelve individuals and one nest were located along the coastal strip from the California border n. to the Pistol R. (TC, JGi, OSc, DAn, fide HN). A Say's Phoebe was observed May 17 on Iona I. (†BK, †WW et al.). The first Hammond's Flycatchers were noted Apr. 21 at Portland (RSm, fide HN), Apr. 25 at Reifel I., B.C. (GA, fide WW), and Apr. 26 at Sequim, Carnation, and Issaquah, Wash. (WS, ME, EH). First arrival dates for W. Flycatchers were Apr. 15-19 in Seattle, and Saanich and Coquitlam, B.C. Both species were widespread by the end of April. A singing male Least Flycatcher at Pitt Lake, B.C., May 31 (WW) furnished only the second valid Vancouver area record. Very early W. Wood Pewees were reported at Mt. Erie, near Anacortes, Wash., Apr. 19 (SA, FSa) and in Seattle Apr. 23 (JV, fide DHu). Otherwise arrival was in early May as is more typical. One Bank Swallow straggled through Seattle Apr. 24 (JAR), and three were on Iona I., May 21 (WW). A Rough-winged Swallow Mar. 26 at Victoria (AMa, fide VG) was 2 weeks ahead of the main influx. The first Barn Swallow was one Apr. 1 at Seattle (SA, GVV). The species was widespread within 2 weeks. Two Cliff Swallows Mar. 29 at Nehalem meadows on the n. Oregon coast (JGi, fide HN) were 2 weeks ahead of the main influx. Two pairs of Purple Martins arrived at Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene Apr. 9 (TL, fide DFe), but the species was not noted in Washington until Apr. 24 when three pairs were at nest boxes in Redmond (FE, fide DFe). A Clark's Nutcracker May 3 along the Rogue R., w. of Grants Pass, Oreg. was well w. of the Cascade crest (fide HN). Bushtits were nest-building near Vancouver, B.C., by Mar. 11, (MMc, VN, fide WW), near Seattle by Mar. 14, (K & PM), and at Saanich by Mar. 26, (J & RS, fide VG). Two Wrentits n. of Corvallis were at the n. vanguard of the species' expanding Willamette Valley range (AS, fide EE). White-breasted Nuthatches were noted Mar. 28 at the n. edge of their range near Tacoma, Wash. (NC). Red-breasted Nuthatch numbers were considered low in s. Oregon (fide MMo & AMc) and on s. V.I. (VG). Dippers were constructing an early nest in Goldstream P.P., V.I., Mar. 13 (EF, fide VG).
THRASHERS THROUGH WARBLERS -- A stray Sage Thrasher turned up at Tillamook Bay May 17 (DHo, fide HN). A Mockingbird built a nest at Medford, Oreg. during May, but failed to find a mate (MMo). Three other Mockingbirds were reported in Oregon, all in early March, and another was in Manning P.P., B.C., May 27 (RH, RWe, fide WW) for the first record for the park. The robin's reputation as an early bird was upheld by a pair defending a newly fledged young Mar. 11 near Seattle (MD). Varied Thrushes were "very scarce" on s. V.I. (VG) and little noted elsewhere. Swainson's Thrushes at Gaston, w. of Portland, Apr. 11 (JGa, fide HN, on the U.B.C. campus in Vancouver Apr. 16 (JSm, fide WW), and at Salem Apr. 18 (TC) were several weeks early. The first substantial nocturnal passage was noted May 8-12 over Corvallis and Portland (DI, HN). Western Bluebirds maintained their foothold. Three nests were found at Agate L., near Medford (MPa, fide MMo), 8 pairs were nesting by the end of April along the Corvallis bluebird trail (fide EE), and four pairs plus one nest were found this spring on Ft. Lewis, near Tacoma, Wash. (BHT). Some two dozen individuals were reported, but no nests, at various locations in the Victoria area (fide VG). Two Loggerhead Shrikes straggled W of the Cascades. One was found Mar. 22 at Crescent Beach, s.c. of Vancouver, B.C. (†BK), and the other Mar. 27 at the Nisqually N.W.R., Wash. (HC, LK). Fifteen Hutton's Vireos were counted Mar. 8 on the monthly Discovery Park census, Seattle, and a nest was under construction there the same day (EH). Red-eyed Vireos had just arrived by the end of May, with two along the Coquitlam R., B.C. (WW) and one at Sultan, Wash. (ME), all May 30. Oregon again attracted the vagrant warblers for the Region. Two Black-and-white Warblers were well described. Single males were at Cornelius, w. of Portland, Apr. 23 (GW et al., fide HN) and May 20 near Ashland (†MMo et al). A wave of Tennessee Warblers hit the Portland area May 3-8, with six individuals found in 5 days. Five were in Portland itself (†PT, RSm, MHo et al., fide HN), and was one 30 mi s. in Salem May 8 (TBl, fide HN). There is but one previous spring record for either w. Washington or w. Oregon, and most spring vagrants are found much later in the season. A Palm Warbler, scarce in spring, was closely studied Apr. 4 at Newport, Oreg. (m.ob.), and another was near Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Apr. 12 (DAI, KBe, JMc, fide WW). About 50 Townsend's Warblers were found at Corvallis Mar. 31 (EE). Farther n., about 40 were at Pitt L., B.C., Apr. 26 (MPr, fide WW). Black-throated Gray Warblers arrived in force on the s. Oregon coast Apr. 11-12 (fide HN), and in the Puget Sound, Victoria, and Vancouver, B.C., area Apr. 15-19 (m.ob.).
BOBOLINK THROUGH BUNTINGS -- Three male Bobolinks were reported: one May 25 at Iona I., B.C. (†BK, RP), and one May 26 on the U.W. campus in Seattle for the third year in a row at this season (ER), and one May 31 at Reifel I., B.C. (†MPr, WK). A N. (Baltimore) Oriole May 30-June 2 at Saanich, V.I., supplied one of very few Regional records for this near species (JMa, EC, RWl, fide VG). A female Rusty Blackbird at Westham I., B.C., Mar. 21 (†BK) provided a most unusual spring report. Evening Grosbeaks exhibit an odd migratory pattern, not yet adequately defined. They appear in Seattle each year by the hundreds within a few days of May 1 to feast on flowering ornamental maples. Reports from Oregon this spring suggested an earlier influx there, after Apr. 10 at Corvallis (fide EE), Apr. 18 at Portland (DFi), and Apr. 19 at Ashland (fide MMo). The question is where do these large numbers of Evening Grosbeaks winter? Christmas Bird Count data indicate that it is not to the s. of our Region. Pine Siskins were reported in good numbers throughout the Region. Red Crossbills nested at Philomath, near Corvallis (R & JK, fide EE), and at Eugene (JiC, fide EE). The species was reported as very scarce in w. Washington (DS, BHT, EH), and as absent on s. V.I. (VG) and in the Vancouver, B.C., area before May 31 (WW). Vesper Sparrows arrived at nesting sites in the Willamette Valley Apr. 7-18, and were "abundant" s.w. of Tacoma, Wash., by Apr. 19 (BHT). A Lark Sparrow, which is rare w. of the Cascades, nested at Agate L., near Medford in early May (VZ, fide MMo). A Black-throated Sparrow strayed to Medford May 20 (CR, fide HN) probably as an overshoot from the n.w. periphery of its range in the Malheur basin of e. Oregon. Wintering White-throated Sparrows were last seen at Newport, Oreg, Apr. 18 (FSr, fide CW), at Corvallis Apr. 26 (K & SL, fide EE), and at Eugene May 2 (TF, SG, fide CW). A few Lapland Longspurs were noted in passage at Ocean Shores Apr. 19-May 2 (KBo) and at Seattle May 5-14 (ER, B & PE). The last Snow Bunting was at Delta, B.C., Mar. 28 (AG, fide WW).
CITED OBSERVERS and ABBREVIATIONS, with sub-regional editors boldfaced.--Dave Aldcroft (DA1), David Anderson (DAn), Harvey Anderson, Gerry Ansell, Pete Arcese, Scott Atkinson, Carla Baugher, Kevin Bell (KBe), Tim Blount (TBl), Thais Bock (TBo), Ken Brown (KBo), Ken Brunner (KBn), Wayne Campbell, Richard Cannings, Jim Carlson (JiC), Joan Carson (JoC), Paul Cassidy (PCa), Chris Chappell, Nathan Chappell, Ed Coffin, Paul & Kathy Coleman, Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Herbert Curl, Michael Donahue, Francis Edwards, Mark Egger, Elzy Eltzroth, Dick Erickson, Bob & Pat Evans, Dave Fehling (DFe), Tad Finnell, David Fix (DFi), Ethel Fogarty, Roger Foxall, George Garlich, John Gatchett (JGa), Jeff Gilligan (JGi), Steve Gordon, Vic Goodwill, Al Grass, Bill Harrington-Tweit (BHT), Bob Hay (BHa), Steve Heinl (SHi), Steve Herman (SHr), Wendell Hoag (WHo), Keith Hobson, David Hoffman (DHo), Glen & Wanda Hoge (G & WH), Beryl Holt (BHo), Mike Houck (MHo), Rick Howie, Nancy Hunn, Matt Hunter (MHu), David Hutchinson (DHu), David Irons, Dale Jensen, Brian Kautesk, Lois Killewich, Walter Kiryck, Anne Knowles, Rick & Jan Krabbe, Doug Kragh, Kristi & Swede Larson, Bob Lucas, Tom Lund, Jo MacGregor (JMa), Alan MacLeod (AMa), Chris Marsh, Debbie Martin, Karen Mattocks, Bob McCormack (BMc), Marjorie McFeat (MMc), Alan 
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McGie (AMc), John McMahon (JMc), Brien Meilleur (BMe), Marjorie Moore (MMo), Joe Morawski (JMo), Terry Morgan, Pam Negri, Harry Nehls, Verna Newson, Don & Marjorie Newson, Mike Paczolt (MPa), Bob Paine, Dick Palmer, Leonard Paul, Roy Phillips, Michael Price (MPr), Fred Ramsey, Ellen Ratoosh, Alan Richards, Robyn Ricks, Craig Roberts, Leila Roberts, Wilma Robinson, Joy & Ron Satterfield (J & RS), Susan Saul (SSa), Martha Sawyer (MSa), Owen Schmidt (OSc), Fred Sharp (FSa), Mark Shepard (MaS), Michael Shepard (MiS), Floyd Shrock (FSr), Aaron Skirvin, John Slipp (JSl), Eugene Smirnov, Dory  & Stan Smith (D & SS), Jamie Smith (JSm), Mark Smith (MSm), Richard Smith (RSm), Steve Summers (SSu), Wally Sumner, Otis Swisher (OSw), Sharon Trefrey, Peter Turnbull, Mike Uhtoff, Doris Vanderway, Jan & Sally Van Neil (J & SVN), Gus Van Vliet (GVV), John Varekamp, Terry Wahl, Glenn Walthall, Clarice Watson, Robin Weber (RWe), Wayne Weber, Ralph Widrig (RWi), Ray Williams (RWI), John & Marilyn Wingfield, E. Wisti, Vince Zauskey, (†) written description on file; S.J.C.R.-South jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg.; V.I.-Vancouver I.

The Nesting Season, 1981
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers
Eastern Washington, northern Idaho and northwestern Montana had a cool, wet June that interfered somewhat with nesting success but the rest of the Region generally reported normal weather and good-to excellent nesting conditions. Southern Idaho had a hot, dry summer with extensive fires that consumed over 400,000 acres of desert.
LOONS AND GREBES -- A pair of Com. Loons spent the summer on L. Wenatchee, Chelan Co., Wash. (WD) and a few of the birds appeared on lakes in Okanogan and Grant cos., Wash. Coeur d'Alene L., Ida., had one July 13 (AT) and "very few" were reported for Kootenai N.F., in n.w. Montana (CW). Spectacle L., e. of Loomis, Wash., had an ad. Red-necked Grebe June 3 (RF) and an ad and two imm of the species were on Fish L., n. of Conconully, Wash., on the same day (JK). A small lake 10 mi s. of Chewelah, Wash., supported two ad. and three imm. Red-necked Grebes July 13 (JN) and one was seen on Duck L., 8 mi w. of Harrington, Wash. (JAd, SZ). Three or four times the usual number of the species was sighted on Kootenai N.F. lakes (CW) and five were near the s. end of Flathead L., in w. Montana in June (BD). A hundred W. Grebes were on C.J. Strike Res., w. of Bruneau, Ida. July 3 (J & NH). Western and Pied-billed grebes nested successfully at Carty Res, Boardman, Ore. (RJK) and a Western on Wenas Res., n.w. of Yakima, Wash., June 21 was unusual (Y.A.S.).
PELICANS THROUGH IBISES -- Lake Walcott and Am. Falls Res., on the Snake R, s.c. Idaho had "hundreds" (WHS) and "flocks of 60-70" (CHT) White Pelicans, normal for the area. Two addled eggs, not in a nest, on the gull island in L. Walcott suggested an incipient breeding colony but Double- crested Cormorants and California Gulls have preempted the space (CHT). Twenty White Pelicans were on the Columbia R, near Umatilla N.W.R., Ore., June 26 (RJK) and 18 were on Frenchman Hills Wasteway w. of Potholes Res., s. Grant Co., Wash, July 13 (GC). Highly unusual were two on
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[image: ]White-faced Ibis, near Ephrata, Wash., June 6, 1981. Photo/Edward Miller.
 Sullivan L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (fide JAd). Double-crested Cormorant colonies at Am. Falls Res., Blackfoot Res., and Mud L., Hamer, Ida, were expanding (CHT). The colony at the N. Potholes comprised 25± adults with at least 23 nestlings in a minimum of 9 nests (RF). The pair on the Kootenai R., near Libby, Mont., stayed into early June (CW). Miller I., s. of Goldendale, Wash., had 6 active Great Blue Heron nests (BE, PMi). New colonies were developing in the Libby area (CW). Single Green Herons were sighted along the Yakima R., w. of Cle Elum, Wash., June 7 (EH) and at Lake of the Woods, w. Klamath Co., Ore., along Hwy. 140 June 21 (SS). Two nestlings believed to be Cattle Egrets were banded on L. Walcott's gull island (CHT). The Great Egret colony at the N. Potholes had at least five nesting pairs; 4 nests averaged three young per nest (RF). Only one bird was seen near Pocatello, Ida. but a presumed nesting bird was at Mud L., Hamer, Ida., June 26 (CHT). Snowy Egret numbers showed severe declines in colonies in the Pocatello-Hamer area (CHT). Two Black-crowned Night Herons near Cataldo were n. Idaho's first (GHa, fide SGS) and one imm. bird at Chewelah, Wash., July 29 was Nisbet's second for the county. Trost banded 350 in s.e. Idaho, yet the number of imm. birds was down and several thin-shelled eggs were found. White-faced Ibis seemed to be doing well in s.e. Idaho. A flooded field near Mud L., yielded 200 and Trost banded 141 at Market L., Roberts June 28. Sightings of up to five were made in June in the Ephrata-Quincy- Winchester-Potholes area of Washington (JA, RF, EH, BM et al.). One at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., was the first since 1976 (RS).
WATERFOWL -- Two Whistling Swans spent 2 weeks in mid-June at Minidoka N.W.R., Minidoka, Ida. (JHi). Trumpeter Swans at Red Rock Lakes and vicinity produced 116 cygnets; the early July swan population there was 357 (RS). A pair that nested again at Market L., had three young June 28. Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., counted eight trumpeters (JRR). Canada Geese numbers were definitely up from last year at Minidoka and Turnbull and at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida. Nesting of the species continued to climb in Boundary County, Ida. in response to erection of nest structures (JM). The ad. Ross' Goose at Ladd Marsh W.M.A., Union Co., Ore., remained at least until June 12 (JE). Total duck numbers were up at Turnbull, down at Minidoka and near average at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. In the Fortine, Mont., vicinity duck numbers were decidedly down (WW) but ducks enjoyed excellent success around Chewelah, Wash. (JN).  About 12 pairs of Ring-necked Ducks nested at Morgan L., s.w. of La Grande, Ore. (JE). An ad. male White-winged Scoter was spotted on Sidley L., near Molson, Wash., July 8 (JK).  Hooded Merganser eggs were found in 2 Wood Duck nest boxes near Cardwell, Mont., for the first evidence of breeding or even summering in the Bozeman latilong (RLE).
VULTURES AND HAWKS -- A count of Turkey Vultures at P-Ranch, Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., June 9-11 found about 50, down 50% from 1976 (CHT). A nest found at Coeur d'Alene L., Ida. contained two young (PH). Goshawks "seemed to be everywhere" in the Kootenai N.F. (CW). In Grant, Baker, Union and Malheur Cos., Ore., 23 different Swainson's Hawks were counted, up from last year (RDP) and two sightings were made at Salmon, Ida. where the birds are rare (HBR). The Dept. of Game found 30 successful breeding pairs of Ferruginous Hawks on an intensive survey in s.e. Washington but the species was reported "hard to find" in n.e. Oregon; a pair appeared near Pilot Rock July 5 (RDP) and a pair was near Enterprise June 13 (B.M.A.S.). The species was a successful breeder in the Boardman, Ore. area (RJK). Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida. reported the first summer use by Bald Eagles, an ed. and an imm. bird (LDN). In Oregon an adult was soaring over Summer L., Lake Co., July 24 (SS) and an adult was near Starkey June 25 (VS). In n.w. Montana the species reestablished a nest on L. Kookanusa near the Canadian border and a completely new nest at Bull L., s. of Troy produced two young. A mature bird was established at Libby Dam, another just down river from Libby, and a third in Pleasant Valley n. of the Thompson Lakes (CW). A pair attempted to nest in the Salmon, Ida. vicinity gave up around mid-June (HBR). An Osprey carrying a fish over Richland, Wash., July 6 made Woodley's first observation there for that month; he also saw one over The Dalles, Ore., July 19. One Peregrine Falcon and two Merlin sightings were reported for the Region.
GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- The cold, wet summer was hard on broods of Blue, Spruce, and Ruffed grouse in Kootenai N.F.; at Kootenai N.W.R., and in Pend Oreille County, Wash. Broods of two were usual six to eight is normal for Kootenai N.F., where Sharp-tailed Grouse broods were also small. A single White-tailed Ptarmigan was observed on Mt. Nebo in the Eagle Cap Wilderness s. of Joseph, Ore., July 25 (U.S.F.S. workers, fide JE). In the Mahogany Mts., n. of Jordan Valley, Ore., three Sage Grouse and four ad. and 16 imm. Mountain Quail were observed July 13 (RDP). A Bobwhite was found along Wild Horse Cr., n. of Pendleton, Ore., July 3 (CC). California Quail showed up in and near Coeur d'Alene; they had not been noted there previously and the game department has not released any (SGS). A Turkey was observed in Cochran Gulch 15 mi n.e. of Helena, Mont.; the species was planted there several years ago (CB, fide GH).
CRANES THROUGH TERNS -- The 2- year-old Whooping Crane from Grays Lake N.W.R., s.e. Idaho, remained at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., through the summer (RS). A female Whooper from the Patuxent, Md. Wildlife Research Center was released near Grays L., in hopes she will mate with one of the males there (Ornithological Newsletter of Am. Ornithologists'  Union et al.). A flock of Sandhill Cranes was sighted near Wiley City w. of Yakima, Wash., June 8 (Y.A.S.) and the species was seen in the Salmon, Ida. vicinity June 27 (HBR). Sandhills produced young at Pleasant Valley, Kootenai N.F.; seven or eight cranes were present there in June-July (CW). Snowy Plovers were reported only at Summer L.; ten birds June 20 (RDP). Only two Upland Sandpipers were found at the little breeding colony in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane (JA). The species was again found in Bear Valley 30 mi s.w. of John Day, Ore. (C & MC). The first "fall" movement of shorebirds at the Joseph, Ore., sewage ponds came July 7 with a big thunderstorm. It included a Greater and a Lesser Yellowlegs, five Leasts 
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and 150 W. Sandpipers, two Longbilled Dowitchers, and a Marbled Godwit (FC). Toppenish N.W.R., Wash., had a Willet June 17 (ERC). A Sanderling in partial summer plumage was at Summer L., July 24 (SS). Black-necked Stilts have rebounded from the effects of Mt. St. Helens' ash in the breeding territory in the Potholes Res. area; at least six were along Dodson Road in June (JA, EH, BM m.ob.). In Whitman County, Wash., one was sighted at Texas L. 5 mi s.e. of Revere (JA, SZ). An estimated 50,000 Am. Avocets were distributed along 10-15 mi of shore at Summer L., July 24 (SS). A female Red Phalarope in breeding plumage photographed on a small pond near Anatone, Wash., June 14-15 made the fourth sighting for the area and the first in summer (SM, PD, LC et al.). 
[image: ]Red Phalarope, near Anatone, Wash., June 14, 1981. Photo/Shirley Muse.
Glaucous-winged Gulls were reported breeding on Miller I., in the Columbia R., along with California and Ring-billed gulls (BE). The gull colony at Deer Flat N.W.R. produced 3000 California and 1000 Ring-billed young (ECB). Ring-billed Gull numbers in the Libby Dam vicinity were twice last year's; the birds found much food in turbine-killed fish (CW). A Bonaparte's Gull appeared at Helena July 1 (G & NN) and two in breeding plumage were at Summer L., July 24 (SS). A Com. Tern was along the Columbia R., at Boardman July 5 (RDP). Some 220 pairs of Caspian Terns at N. Potholes Res. produced 150± young (RF). Five, an increase, were at Blackfoot Res., on the Snake R., but none were found on Am. Falls or Island Park Res., Ida. (CHT). A Caspian at Warm Springs and another at Silver L., w. of Anaconda in mid-July were the first for that part of Montana (JVH, DS, LJ).
DOVES THROUGH OWLS -- Single Band-tailed Pigeons were discovered at Klamath Falls, Ore., July 18 (SS); at Calispell L., Pend Oreille L., Wash., June 5 (JN & SZ) n. of Chewelah, Wash., July 15 (JN), and in Gallatin Canyon 25 mi s. of Bozeman, Mont., June 17 (PDS) for the first local record.
[image: ]Band-tailed Pigeon, Gallatin Canyon, south of Bozeman, Mont., June 17, 1981. Photo/P.D. Skaar. 
 The species was also reported at Tucannon Game Range e. of Dayton, Wash. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was heard along the Portneuf R., near Pocatello, July 3 (CHT) and one was found the same day 16 mi e. of Pendleton (C & MC). A Black-billed Cuckoo was reported for the Boise area July 11 (A & HL). It was an excellent summer for finding Flammulated Owls in n.e. Oregon. One was heard June 8-12 at Spring Cr., w. of La Grande (JE). In the Starr Campground vicinity 9 min. of Seneca at least three calling in early June (m.ob.) and one suspected of nesting was in a snag June 26 (JG et al.). A nest with three nearly fledged young was found along Big Cr., 4 mi n.e. of Medical Springs, Union Co., July 10 (JE). One or more of the species was calling at Loup Loup Campground w. of Okanogan, Wash., the night of June 17 (BW) and in the Rupert, Ida. area a Flammulated Owl nest held two young July 25 (WHS). Two ad. and two imm. Burrowing Owls were observed at Jordan Valley, Ore., July 13 (RDP). Two juv. Barred Owls with downy white feathers on the head were attracted by taped calls of ad. birds at Calispell Bog, Pend Oreille Co., Wash., July 3 (JA). A pair was observed at Loup Loup Campground June 6 & 17-18 (B & GR; BW). At Crawfish L., 15 mi n.e. of Omak, Wash., one was observed; its calling was answered by another in the distance (RF). The species appeared to be spreading in Kootenai N.F., and one was sighted at Lolo Pass on the Montana-Idaho border June 14 (BD). Two Spotted Owls were found in Gifford Pinchot N.F., Wash., July 18 (EM, RJ). The Great Gray Owl at the nesting site on Spring Cr., Union Co., Ore., was seen again June 10-13 but apparently had not found a mate (LPa, MCa). An imm. Saw-whet Owl was found along the road 16 mi e. of Pendleton July 3 (C & MC).
POOR-WILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- The only Poor-wills reported were in the Nampa, Ida. area; near Selah, Wash.; w. of Spokane, and n. of Ennis L., Ennis, Mont. (WEH, ETH, PDS). Several hundred Com. Nighthawks were over Bridgeport, Wash., the evening of July 15 (RF). Flocks of 15-75 Black Swifts were active over Wenatchee June 15-July 31 (PC). A loose group of 400± was low over the orchards 6 mi w. of Bridgeport June 18 in 50°F., cloudy, rainy weather (BW). Four Chimney Swifts over Livingston, Mont., July 2 were well west of previous sightings (WEH). About 50 White-throated Swifts were in the colony at Succor Creek S.P., s. of Adrian, Ore., July 13 (RDP). The species was seen at Salmon June 21 & 23 (HBR). Anna's Hummingbirds were present in good numbers in Klamath Falls where they are now regular (SS). A male was on territory at Hood River, Ore., May 31 (RDP) and a female visited a Nampa feeder July 16 (J & NH).
WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS -- Six Lewis' Woodpeckers were seen on Magic Mt., 28 mi s. of Hansen, Ida., an unusual location July 29 (JR). Very few of the species were noted anywhere; most of the reports were from the Yakima and Salmon areas. Single "Red-breasted" Sapsuckers were sighted at Clear L., between Yakima and White Pass June 14 and at L. Kachess near Easton, Wash., June 24 (Y.A.S.). In the Ketchum, Ida. area at 8000 ft. Williamson's Sapsuckers were feeding nestlings and White-headed Woodpeckers were nesting in the same tree (EZ, WHS). A N. Three-toed Woodpecker was sighted on Mt. Fanny near Cove, Ore., July 5 (RDP). An Ash-throated Flycatcher s. of Moses L., Wash., June 11 was the only one reported (JA). Up to three singing male Least Flycatchers were observed several times at the beaver pond along the road to Sun Mr. Lodge near Winthrop, Wash., in June (EH, B & GR, RT, m.ob.). A nesting pair of W. Flycatchers at Hilgard Junction S.P., Union Co., Ore., June 10 provided the first evidence of breeding for the county (JE et al.). An Olive-sided Flycatcher on Mt. Harrison July 31 was apparently the first ever reported for Cassia County, Ida. (JR).
SWALLOWS THROUGH WRENS -- Two hundred pairs of Bank Swallows were frequenting the mouth of the Okanogan R., n.c. Washington June 12 (RF). A few White-breasted Nuthatches reappeared in the Fortine area after several years' virtual absence (WW). Four B.B.S.s in n.e. Washington and n. Idaho indicated continuing increase in Red-breasted Nuthatch numbers there and the species was "extremely common" in Kootenai N.F. The first summer records of Wrentits for the Klamath Falls area were of one along the Link R., July 14+ and two in Klamath Falls July 18 (SS). A Bewick's Wren along the s.w. shore of Summer L., in Oregon July 24 was out of the species' normal range (SS). Rock Wrens may have reached a low point in n.e. Washington. None have been found on the Keller B.B.S., for the last 2 years and none on the Reardan B.B.S., reactivated this year. The Dishman Hills-Tower Mt. area at Spokane yielded only one sighting. A pair nested n. of Chewelah, however, for apparently the first breeding record for that latilong (JN).
MIMIDS AND THRUSHES -- A Mockingbird was observed July 15, 10 mi s. of Othello, Wash. (JC). In Boardman, Ore., one that had established a territory was photographed June 22 (RJK); probably the same bird was seen there July 14 (MC). Gray Catbirds were sighted in 3 places in Okanogan County, Wash., June 4: two at Palmer L. (RF), one 2 mi s. of Winthrop, and one 3 mi s. of Twisp (GB). The next box project at Boise-Cascade Campground on Wenas Cr., n.w. of Yakima provided homes for 20 broods of Western and 25 broods of Mountain bluebirds (BT).
VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- Solitary Vireo numbers dropped sharply on the Keller, Wash., Mivoden B.B.S.s
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 (Coeur d'Alene latilong) but Warbling Vireos plunged only on the Keller route. Red-eyed Vireo numbers remained steady for Keller and Mivoden. Yellow Warbler totals have declined quite steadily over the last 4 or 5 years on the Mivoden, Keller and Reardan, Wash. surveys but were steady for the Avery, Ida. B.B.S. The trend for Townsend's Warbler was definitely down for Mivoden and Avery. Wilson's Warbler numbers on the Avery B.B.S., dropped sharply (a clear day) but climbed somewhat on the Mivoden route (cloudy and cold), causing one to wonder about possible weather effects. A well described singing male Northern Parula at Kamiak Butte, Whitman Co., Wash., June 21 was apparently the state's first (RSc). Ovenbirds again summered at Cottonwood Cr., s. of Bozeman (PDS). A N. Waterthrush was again found along the Little Deschutes R., near Gilchrist, Ore., June 20 (RDP). The first Am. Redstart nest for n.e. Oregon was found along the Grande Ronde R., w. of La Grande; it contained four nearly fledged nestlings (JE).
BLACKBIRDS -- Bobolinks s. of Chewelah, Wash., apparently left without breeding but Calispell L., to the e. had possibly as many as 28 (JN). A few were in the usual area near Cusick, Wash., and one was sighted between Springdale and Hunters, Wash., June 18 (JA). A few were noted at Toppenish N.W.R., Wash. June 17 (Y.A.S.). In Oregon a few pairs were again nesting near Enterprise and Union (FC, JE, CC). In Idaho three were sighted near Bruneau June 21 (A & HL), the species was seen at Salmon June 26-27 (HBR), and 2 small nesting colonies were again found on the Pocatello B.B.S. apparently nesting in wheat fields (CHT). Tricolored Blackbirds were locally common in flocks up to 500-1000 in the Klamath Basin throughout the summer and a flock of 200± was at Summer L., July 24 (SS). A Scott's Oriole was banded at Pocatello June 2 (JJ).
FINCHES -- A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak put in an appearance at Spokane July 4 for the lat-long's second record (JA). A pair of Blue Grosbeaks again nested near Buhl, Ida. two-three fledglings attended by both ad. birds were observed July 22 (TR). An Indigo Bunting was photographed at Idaho Falls, Ida. May 20. It stayed a week in company with three Lazuli Buntings (LP). Three Purple Finches along the Lost R., 15-20 mi e. of Klamath Falls were e. of their normal range (SS). Singles of the species were sighted at Nile, Wash., and to the w. at Clear L. (Y.A.S.). Many flocks of Cassin's Finches and Pine Siskins were seen in the mountains w. of Yakima and the former species was "literally everywhere" in Kootenai N.F.; 50 were banded in one hour in the latter area (CW). Pine Siskins were far more numerous than usual in the Helena area and many were found on Mt. Harrison, Ida. July 31 (JR).
SPARROWS -- Up to four Grasshopper Sparrows, some singing, were observed in the Pilot Rock, Ore., vicinity July 5 (RDP) & 26 (CC). About eight singing males and three believed to be females were found in Esquatzel Coulee 3 mi n.e. of Mesa, Wash., June 10 (RF), and a singing male was at the Moses L., Wash., airport June 7 (EH). A small population of Black-throated Sparrows was discovered 4 mi e. of Carey, Ida. two males were present May 22 and the last seen, a male July 1, was territorial on every visit. No breeding was noted there but the birds were there last summer also (TR). One of the species was sighted at the Boardman, Ore., Navy Bombing Range July 10 (GG). Several singing male Sage Sparrows were in sagebrush e. of Columbia N.'W.R., and s. of the O'Sullivan Dam road, Grant Co., Wash., June 23 (PC, HO) and five were found n.w. of Ephrata, Wash., June 7 (EH). The species was also seen near Anatone, Wash., June 14 (B.M.A.S.). Gray-headed Juncos were more common than Dark-eyed on Magic Mt., and Mt. Harrison in s.c. Idaho at July's end (JR). This is apparently the first record of the former species in that area. A Swamp Sparrow, new to the park list, was carefully identified at L. McDonald, Glacier N.P., Mont., June 26 (TS).
OBSERVERS CITED -- James Acton, Jack Adkins (JAd), Eugene C. Barney, Charles Beveridge, Blue Mt. Audubon Society (B.M.A.S.) George Brady, Gretchen Call, Lois Campbell, Mike Carmody (MCa), Phil Cheney, Frank Conley, Craig & Marion Corder, Emily R. Cragg, John Coykendall, Priscilla Dauble, Brennan Davis, Wayne Doane, Mark Egger, R.L. Eng, Joe Evanich, Bob Everitt, Ron Friesz, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Green, Gertrude Hanson (GHa), W.E. Harper, Paul Harrington, John V. Hartman, E.T. Hays, James & Naomi Heckathorn, John Hill (JHi), George Holton, Eugene Hunn, Lois Jenkins, Joe Jeppson, Ray Johnson, Jerry King, Ronald J. Klein, Al & Hilda Larson, Jack McNeel, Phil Mattocks, Ed Miller, Pat Miller (PMi), Bob Morrison, Shirley Muse, Larry D. Napier, Jack Nisbet, Gene & Norma Nixon, Howard Oswood, Richard D. Palmer, Leonard Paul (LPa), Lona Pierce, James R. Rees, Bill & Geness Reichert, Terrell Rich, Hadley B. Roberts, Jeff Ruprecht, Rusty Scalf (RSc), Terrence Schiefer, W.H. Shillington, Richard Sjostrom, P.D. Skaar, Verna Slane, Eugene Smirnov, Don Stoecher, Shirley G. Sturts, Steve Summers, Bill Thoren, Allen Toole, Ron Toonen, C.H. Trost, Winton Weydemeyer, Bart Whelton, Carl Wolf, R.E. Woodley, Yakima Audubon Society (Y.A.S.), Steve Zender, Eleanor Zimmerly.

The Nesting Season, 1981
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Bill Harrington-Tweit, Philip W. Mattocks, Jr., and Eugene S. Hunn
With the exception of the balmy valleys of southern Oregon, the Region endured a cool, wet June. Observers indicated that this remnant of the wet spring retarded nesting of several species. However, at least south of British Columbia, July was warm and dry, and re-nestings were generally successful.  There was a 
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probable breeding record for the Solitary Sandpiper in the Oregon Cascades, and exciting records of the Curlew Sandpiper, White-eyed Vireo, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and Chestnut-collared Longspur  were clustered in mid-July.
GREBES THROUGH HERONS -- An Eared Grebe was on the Kent sewage ponds, King Co., Wash., July 26 (EH) for only the second summer record for w. Washington. A single Eared Grebe in breeding plumage was at the Ladner, B.C., sewage ponds June 11 & 14 (MMc, VN. BK), and two were off Sea I., near Vancouver, B.C., June 19 (WW). Up to 30 W. Grebes were reported in British Columbia coastal waters (fide VG), and 700± summered on Bellingham Bay, Wash. (TW). These large numbers were not noted elsewhere. Pied-billed Grebes were found nesting at Ocean Shores, Wash., July 17 (G & WH) for the first time in 10 years. After a 2-year absence during summer, N. Fulmars were found off the Washington coast July 19 (BHT) & 26 (TW). Onshore, one was found dead on a N. Seattle beach June 17 (MDo). Double-crested Cormorant colonies continued to increase in size. Seventy- nine pairs nested on the Chain Is., V.I. (WC, fide VG), where only 21 nests were found in 1979. Similarly, the Grays Harbor, Wash., colony increased to 376 nests this summer, up from 300 last summer (Wash. Dept. of Game). Single Cattle Egrets were found May 15 near Hope, B.C. (TBu, fide WW), and May 17 at Serpentine Fen, B.C. (JWi, fide WW), for the first spring record for the Vancouver area. Great Egrets summered on the s. Oregon coast (fide DF), but no breeding evidence was obtained to add to last summer's first such record for the Region. Nor were there any records of the Black-crowned Night Heron, a rare breeder in our area.
WATERFOWL -- Gadwall were found breeding at 2 locations in the Seattle area (R, EH). A pair of Blue-winged Teal nested at the Tacoma sewage ponds (TB). Green-winged Teal bred near Yelm, Wash. (BHT), and at Saanich, V.I. (RS). Cinnamon Teal nested at Renton and Kent, Wash. (EH). Three broods of Am. Wigeon were found in the Vancouver, B.C., area (WW). Northern Shovelers nested at Dungeness (D & SS), Renton and Kent (EH), Wash., and Cowichan Bay, V.I. (VG). All of these dabblers are scarce or very local breeders in the Region. Lesser Scaup have seldom been reported breeding in the Region. This summer a brood was found on the sewage ponds at Kent, Wash. (EH). Twelve ad. Lesser Scaup were found on the Green Lakes in the Oregon Cascades in late July (JO). Both Barrow's Goldeneye and Bufflehead nested in July at a new locale, Gold L., in the Oregon Cascades of e. Lane Co. (TL, SSu). Three broods of Ruddy Ducks were found in late July in the Kent-Renton area (EH), and a pair at Dungeness, Wash., raised 2 broods (WS).
KITES THROUGH QUAIL -- Three White-tailed Kites were reported this season from Oregon, one at Ashland June 7 (MMo), an immature n. of Tillamook July 25 (JG, fide HN), and an adult at the south jetty of the Columbia R., July 26 (HN), for a larger number of reports than in the last two summers. Sharp-shinned Hawks were reported 8 times, and Cooper's 14. A pair of Cooper's Hawks raised three young at Victoria (fide VG). Golden Eagles were reported from s. V.I., Vancouver, B.C., and s. Oregon, where they are not uncommon, and also from Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic Mts. of Washington (D & SS). Marsh Hawks were seen in 12 areas, mostly coastal. Osprey reports continue to be a delight to summarize. Of 13 nests monitored, 12 appeared to be successful. Five young Peregrines were produced from the 2 known nests in Washington, and there may have been a third successful nest (BA). Illegal capture of young Peregrines is still a major problem in the Queen Charlotte Is., B.C., where 79 ad. pairs were found in 1980 (AB, Vancouver Sun Aug. 11, 1981). A Prairie Falcon was seen July 26 in Manning P.P. (R & SC, fide WW). Two California Quail were found June 11 just e. of River Jordan, which is w. of their currently limited area of abundance on s. V.I. (MS, fide VG).
SHOREBIRDS -- A Black Oystercatcher chick was with two adults June 24 on Grebe Is., Lighthouse P., W. Vancouver, B.C. (WW), to confirm nesting in that area. A pair of Semipalmated Plovers and a chick was at Iona I., B.C., June 9 (JT et al. fide WW). The closely monitored Snowy Plovers at Leadbetter Pt., Wash., had their best season in 4 years, with 11 pairs producing 18 young (RW). A nest was found at Tillamook, Oreg. and two pairs were believed to be breeding at Sunset Beach, Oreg. (HN). The 200± Ruddy Turnstones at Bandon, Oreg. July 18-19 (TC, fide HN) was a large number for fall migration here. A Long-billed Curlew June 7 on Boundary Bay, B.C., provided the first summer record for the Vancouver area (RWe, fide WW). The Upland Sandpiper at Manning P.P., B.C., May 31 was found and photographed by DJ and furnished the first spring record for s.w. British Columbia (fide WW). A pair of Solitary Sandpipers was defending territory June 28 at Gold Lake Bog in the c. Oregon Cascades of e. Lane Co. (MSa). Thereafter one to two birds were seen by several observers (†HN, DF, TL), but no nest was found. On July 25four birds were present, two of which appeared to be young of the year (MSa). Further details and photos have been submitted to Oregon Birds. Willets were seen in the Vancouver, B.C., area June 14 (†DK, †MDa) and July 26 (†DK), for the seventh and eighth records there. A 2-day count of 145+ Surfbirds in Coos County, Oreg. was on the early date of July 11-12 (LD). A breeding-plumaged Curlew Sandpiper was found n.e. of Comox, V.I., July 11 (†JH, †MN). One, possibly the same bird, stayed July 14-24 near Victoria while it molted into basic plumage (†VG et al.). This established the third confirmed record from British Columbia, and the 2 previous were also in July. Stint madness has struck the Pacific Northwest, leaving no specimens or photographs in its wake. This summer's manifestations were all from the famous Iona I. sewage ponds, near Vancouver, B.C., at which several hundred to several thousand peep were examined daily. Adult Long-toed Stints were reported twice; one from June 27-July 1 (†BK, †DK, †MDa, †BS), and another July 30 (†BK). A juv. Rufous-necked Stint was reported July 19 & 25 (†BK). This was an extremely early date for a juvenile of this species. Hopefully, these written descriptions will be well studied by observers who have field experience with stints. We would feel far more comfortable discussing reports of Long-toed, Temminck's, and Little Stints if specimens or photos of high quality (e.g., Am. Birds 32: 1062, 1978 and 34: 850, 1980) existed for records s. of Alaska. We also note that controversy surrounds field identification of juv. Rufous-neckeds (Br. Birds 72: 264, 1979). An ad. White-rumped Sandpiper appeared at Iona I., June 15-16 (†BK, †WW, †DK et al.) for the second record for coastal B.C. (see Am. Birds 28: 940, 1974). An Am. Avocet was seen in Saanich, V.I., May 17-20 (Mr. & Mrs. J. Dunlop, fide VG). One Am. Avocet from the spring flight to w. Washington graced the Nisqually N.W.R., until at least June 14 (TB) & 19 (DC, fide IA). A male Wilson's Phalarope was at Dungeness June 6 (EH), a juvenile was at the mouth of the Elk R., Coos Co., Oreg. July 15 (DR), and three juveniles were at Finley N.W.R., Oreg. July 19 (CW).
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[bookmark: _GoBack]GULLS THROUGH ALCIDS -- Records of Glaucous-winged Gulls breeding in s. Puget Sound, an area colonized relatively recently, included a count of 170+ adults at Tacoma (TB), and downy chicks noted at West Pt., Seattle (EH), and Olympia (BHT). The Ring-billed Gull colony in Grays Harbor showed an increase for the fifth straight year, with 53 nests counted (Wash. Dept. of Game). There are no other known colonies for the Region. The only large flocks of Bonaparte's Gulls noted were the 500-1500 during June at Iona I. (WW, DK). Blacklegged Kittiwakes were reported in low numbers for the third straight summer. Forster's Terns, rare in the Region, were reported during July from Vancouver, B.C. (†BK), and from Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Oreg. (DF). Coastal observers are watching the continuing increase of the Caspian Tern population for possible expansion of the breeding range. As expected, individuals were found at nearly every visited locale on the coast, n. to Port Hardy, V.I. (S J). Observers should be aware that young from the Grays Harbor colony (2157 nests this year-- Wash. Dept. of Game) have been banded for many years now, and in some years color banded. If the source of many of the terns seen throughout the Region is indeed this large colony, the probability of finding banded individuals should be relatively high. Four ad. and three juv. Black Terns seen along the Willamette R., near Salem, Oreg. July 15 (FR) may have indicated that a small breeding population has been rediscovered in w. Oregon. A single Black Tern was at Iona I., B.C., June 19 (DK, WW, BK et al.).  Beginning in late June, rather large numbers of Com. Murres were found dead on Oregon beaches (HN). This presaged even larger numbers found dead in early autumn. This mortality may be linked to abnormally warm (60-65°F) sea surface temperatures just offshore this summer. Four Horned Puffins were found near Anthony I., Queen Charlotte Is., July 19 (MS, fide VG), where they are regular.
PIGEONS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Two Band-tailed Pigeons at Alert Bay, V.I., June 3 (SJ) were near the n. edge of the range of this species. A pair of Barn Owls nested for the third successive year in a cavity in a fir tree near Victoria and raised five young this season (fide VG). Another pair in Auburn, Wash., raised three young, also in a non-barn situation, a cavity in a large cottonwood (P & PT, fide TB). The pair of Barred Owls seen throughout the spring in Discovery P., Seattle, was found again June 7 (MV). Another Barred Owl was near Mt. Seymour P.P., B.C., July 20 (JWh, fide WW). This is also a regular site for this species. Oregon Forest Service biologists located 41 pairs of Spotted Owls this summer, up from the 28 found in 1980 (CP, fide JN) In Washington a family group was on the n. side of Mt. Rainier, a single was on the N fork of the Snoqualmie R ., King Co., and a nest was located in the Darrington Ranger District (fide WB). Completing the Strix triad, two Great Gray Owls were found June 2 at Hyatt L., near Ashland, Oreg. (JB, fide, MMo). The spring arrival of Com. Nighthawks is nearly simultaneous in all parts of the Region This summer the first arrivals were at Alert Bay, V.I., June 3 (S J), and at Victoria, 220 mi to the s., June 5 (fide VG). Nighthawks were locally common at Olympia, Wash. (BHT, JD), but were scarce in the Seattle area (EH, PM), and were considered to be definitely decreasing in the Vancouver, B.C., area (WW). A female Com. (Yellow-shafted) Flicker was accompanied by a male Red-shafted and two immatures of unspecified plumage on Moresby I., Queen Charlotte Is., July 15 (MS, fide VG). The report of a nest box trail in the Rogue R. valley of s. Oregon included three young Acorn Woodpeckers hatched at one box (MPa, fide MMo). A male Yellow-bellied (Red-naped) Sapsucker was attending a nest hole with a female Red-breasted at 4000 ft in the Cascades of e. King Co., Wash., during June (EH). Several Oregon observers noted that both species of three-toed woodpeckers seemed unusually widespread and visible (DF, CW, MSa). Two N. Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen July 28 at Cypress P.P., B.C., for only the second well-documented sighting for the Vancouver area (WW).
TYRANNIDS THROUGH MIMIDS -- Ash-throated Flycatchers were found in their usual numbers in the Rogue R. drainage of s. Oregon, including four hatched from a nest box there (MPa, fide MMo). One Ash-throated was found to the n. at Canyonville in the Umpqua R. valley June 6 (HN, OS, EP). Willow Flycatchers and Olive-sided Flycatchers were in very low numbers in the Olympia area (JD), as were also W. Wood Pewees there and at Victoria (VG). A Rough-winged Swallow pair nested in a martin box in Saanich, V.I., and was seen feeding young July 21 (GC, fide VG). In the n. part of the Region there are very few Purple Martins remaining, and few of these nest away from man-made structures. The 12 Purple Martins seen in early July on San Juan I., Wash., with "no human colonies around" may have been from such a group (DP). Elsewhere, the rainy June weather retarded martin nesting, but apparently without greatly affecting nesting success. The 65 pairs on Fern Ridge Res., Eugene, Oreg, raised 250 young (TL, DF). In Thurston and Mason Cos., Wash., there were at least 18 successful nests (JD). Along the Columbia R., near Portland there were 24 nests, including one with a female still incubating Aug. 7 (DW). A pair of Gray Jays was suspected of nesting in the lowlands near Olympia, Wash: (JD). This could have represented an E extension of the coastal race, obscurus, which breeds down to sea level. A nest box in the Rogue R. valley fledged five White-breasted Nuthatches (MPa, fide MMo). Wrentits, probably of the form henshawi, were found at Azalea and at Graves Cr., in the Umpqua R. drainage this summer (HN, OS, EP). This is n. of the historical range of this race and s. of the recent incursion of the coastal form into the Willamette Valley. The mateless male Mockingbird at Medford, Oreg, disappeared in July (MMo). Mockingbird reports during summer in w. Washington were nonexistent until last year, hence one in Seattle June 6 and one on Tatoosh I., July 19 (CO, fide BP) fuel hopes of a N extension of their breeding range.
BLUEBIRDS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- Western Bluebirds had a good season along 2 nest trails in s. Oregon (MSa, MP, fide MMo). The few reports from the Roy prairies, e. of Olympia, where most of the remaining bluebirds in w. Washington reside, indicated mixed success. No nests were found in the Victoria area. Townsend's Solitaires were sighted regularly in the Coast Range w. of Eugene this summer (TM, fide DF). They have only recently been shown to nest in this area. Ruby-crowned Kinglets found July 17 at Ocean Shores, Wash (G & WH), and July 20 at Victoria (VG), were at unusually low elevations and s. locations for these dates. About 25 adult and juv. Water Pipits were observed July 24-26 in the Green Lakes area of the c. Oregon Cascades (JO). A recent nesting record in the same region documented the known s. extent of the species' breeding range in the Cascades (AB 34: 924, 1980). A White-eyed Vireo was seen briefly and heard singing for about an hour on Vashon I., Wash., July 11 (†PM). Numbers of Hutton's Vireos in the Vancouver area appear to be increasing (WW). The Hutton's Vireo found June 3 at Alert Bay, V.I., was at the n. edge of the species' known range (SJ) A male Black-and-white Warbler June 20 near Pemberton Meadows, B.C., was apparently a vagrant (†DA). A male Hermit Warbler found July 4 on Sehome Hill in Bellingham, Wash, was at an unusual location and was quite far n. for the species (JDu). Several Am. Redstarts resided June 14-29 in an alder swamp near Newhalem, in the Skagit R. valley of Washington (TW). A male and a female-plumaged bird were present May 31 (ME) and June 20 (B & PE) in Sultan, Wash., where territorial birds were found last summer. Another redstart, a young male in full song, was at Dungeness Spit, Wash., June 6 (†EH, AR), but could not be found there subsequently Two active nests of Yellow-headed Blackbirds were located at Iona I., B.C., in early June (WW, MPr).
FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- The male Rose-breasted Grosbeak near Long Beach July 16 (†JWe) provided only the second record for w. Washington. Two others were reported without details from Oregon. The largest Red Crossbill numbers were in the Vancouver, B.C., area (fide WW) and in Eugene, Oreg. (DF, AC). A White-winged Crossbill May 22 in Eugene (†CW) was exceptionally far s. for this species. Other White-wingeds were seen July 25 at Gold Lake Bog in the c. Oregon Cascades (†AP, fide CW), July 26 in Manning P.P., B.C. (R & SC, fide WW), and in late July in Olympic N.P., Wash. (KK). Brown Towhees were found nesting in a large Ceanothus patch near Myrtle Cr., Oreg. (MSa, MH). This site is within the species' historical range (Gabrielson and Jewett, Birds of Oregon, 1940) but is about 40 mi. n. of their more regular Rogue R. valley sites. A male Lark Bunting June 5 at Sequim, Wash., furnished the fourth record for the state and the first to be photographed (DO) Vesper Sparrows are uncommon and very local n. of Tacoma, Wash. One at Vancouver, B.C., June 8 (†MPr, LK) was a rarity there. Several pairs of Lark Sparrows 
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also nested on the Ceanothus hillside near Myrtle Cr, Oreg. (MSa). A Black-throated Sparrow at Redmond, Wash., June 14 (†TWe) was the sixth sighting for the state, not all of which have been so well documented. Vagrancy in this species in late May and early June is quite pronounced in some years, and often correlates with drought conditions in the Great Basin (West Birds 9: 85, 1978). An ad. male Chestnut-collared Longspur at Vancouver, B C., July 8-10 (†WW, †MDa) furnished the fourth summer record for the Region. The previous 3 were each also ad. males.
CORRIGENDA -- The Yellow-billed Loon at Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 23-24, 1980 (AB 34: 807, 1980) stayed to at least Apr. 15 (BK, MPr et al., fide WW). The Horned Puffin reported June 9, 1977, at Cape Lookout, Tillamook Co., Oreg. (AB 31: 1181, 1977) was first found there May 14 (CR, SD). Please delete the Burrowing Owl reported from the U.B.C. golf course in Vancouver Aug. 30, 1979 (AB 34: 193, 1980). The bird had been injured and became a specimen, which was then identified as a juv. Screech Owl (fide WW). The Black Phoebe found in Stanley P., Vancouver, B.C., Apr. 26, 1980 (AB 34: 809, 1980) was found there by BK (not WW) and was seen also Apr. 27 (m. ob., ph. RWe, RC) for only the second positive British Columbia record (fide WW). The Hermit Warbler found in Portland Dec. 1, 1980 (AB 35: 330, 1981) was initially located by DF.
CITED OBSERVERS AND ABBREVIATIONS: -- with Sub-Regional editors in boldface. David Aldcroft, Ilse Allen, Bud Anderson, Judy Bjorlie, Thais Bock (TB), Al Breitkreutz, William Brintesen, Tom Burgess (TBu), Giff Calvert, Wayne Campbell, Doug Canning, Richard & Sydney Cannings, Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Mark Daly (MDa), Jack Davis (JD), Linda Doerflinger, Michael Donahue (MDo), Jim Duemmel (JDu), Steven Duke, Mark Egger, Bob & Pat Evans, David Fix, Jeff Gilligan, Vic Goodwill, Jenny Hards, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Matt Hunter, Dale Jensen, Stuart Johnston, Brian Kautesk, Ken Knittie, Linda Koch, Doug Kragh, Tom Lund, Marjorie McFeat (MMc), Tom Mickel, Marjorie Moore (MMo), May Narod, Harry Nehls, Verna Newson, Jack Nisbet, Doris Olson, James Olson, Colin Orians, Mike Paczolt (MPa), Bob Paine, Alice Parker, Dennis Paulson, Charles Phillips, Michael Price (MPr), Eleanor Pugh, Fred Ramsey, Ellen Ratoosh, Alan Richards, Craig Roberts, Dennis Rogers, Ron Satterfield, Martha Sawyer (MSa), Brian Self, Michael Shepard (MS), Dory & Stan Smith (D & SS), Steve Summers (SSu), Wally Sumner, Otis Swisher, Paula & Peter Thrush, John Toochin, Mary Vincent, Terry Wahl (TW), Clarice Watson, Robin Weber (RWe), Wayne Weber, Tom Weir (TWe), Joe Welch (JWe), Darrel Whipple, John Whittall (JWh), Ralph Widrig (RW), Jack Williams (JWi), (†) = written description on file, V.I. = Vancouver I., B.C. 
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