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Autumn Migration, 1978

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers

[image: ]
The Region west of the Continental Divide had a wet, rather cool last half of August. September continued the trend over most of the Region until its last week, when a record setting drought began. Some more westerly locations received no precipitation at all in October. This continued until mid-November, when temperatures plunged sharply and many areas received snow. Those that did not, then did by the following week and the unseasonal low temperatures and near-record snow depths were here to stay. Nevertheless, many late-lingering land birds were reported, but the early freeze-up drove waterfowl out of many areas. A good cone crop apparently kept most finches at higher elevations or farther north. 

LOONS, GREBES -- The largest concentration of Com. Loons were 68, on Wickiup Res., Deschutes Co., Ore., Nov. 2. Single Red-necked Grebes appeared on the Columbia R., at Crescent Bar w. of Quincy, on L. Entiat n. of Wenatchee, and in Richland, all in Washington; on Swan L., Lake Co., Mont., until Nov. S, and on Priest L., in Idaho. Pend Oreille L., Idaho had three Oct. 29. 

PELICANS THROUGH IBISES – Potholes Res. Grant Co., Wash., had 200+ White Pelicans Sept. 9. Hundreds were in the Rupert, Ida, area in August for a definite increase (WHS). A few Double-crested Cormorants were at Mud Lake W.M.A., Jefferson Co. Ida, And Malheur N.W.R. Ore. Washington's Potholes area s.w. of Moses L., had one Sept. 10 (JA). Great Egrets apparently were increasing in s. Idaho at Market L., near Rexburg, and at Camas N.W.R. (RG). Five were s.w. of Moses L., Wash., Sept. 10. Potholes Res. had a peak of 120 Black-crowned Night-Herons Aug. 31. The Snake R., near Bruneau, Ida, yielded a Green Heron Aug. 11 (MH). Market L., had 500+ White-faced Ibises in mid-September and American Falls, Ida, had 800 Aug. 22. 

WATERFOWL -- A peak of 1200 Whistling Swans passed through Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., and Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida,, counted 444 Nov. 17. At Red
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Rock Lakes the aerial census Sept 13 revealed 164 adult and sub-adult and 38 cygnet Trumpeter Swans but the peak of 235 was Nov. 13. Nine Grand Prairie, Alta., birds with orange neck collars were at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., which is marking Trumpeters there with green collars. Refuge personnel ask AB readers to look for and report marked Trumpeters. Twenty Trumpeters were at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., at November's end and a few were reported at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore. Four were on Skaha L., Penticton, B.C., Nov. 17; four immatures in Jasper N.P., Nov. 10, and eight on Sheridan Res., Fremont Co., Ida, Aug. 25. Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida, reported up to 2155 Canada Geese and Minidoka N.W.R., 2400. "Very large" flocks all fall were reported for McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash. (SM). Idaho's aerial survey of the Pend Oreille R., Nov. 22 found 1350, the highest number since at least 1972. At Red Rock Lakes the fall population doubled from 1977, to a high of 1050. The Columbia R., n. of Wenatchee had a Cackling Goose Nov. 7 (PC). Snow Geese appeared in the Bozeman, Mont., area in unusual numbers, with 150 passing over the city Nov. 9 and 50 at Three Forks. Seven White-fronted Geese were sighted at Cold Springs N.W.R., Umatilla Co., Ore., Oct. 7 (CC). Waterfowl population trends at McNary N.W.R. were about normal except for later peaks. Deer Flat N.W.R., reached a peak of 218,000 Mallards Nov. 30 and Minidoka N.W.R., tallied 17,800 Nov. 17 along with 3500 Gadwall and 6700 Pintail. The Coeur d' Alene R. had a peak of 7200 Mallards Sept. 22 (I.F.G.). Ravalli N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont., had a Black Duck (JM). Deer Flat had up to 2000 Green-winged Teal. Up to 1675 Am. Wigeon were on the Penal Oreille R., and 6500 on the lower St. Joe R., n. Idaho. Minidoka had up to 2100 and had the largest number of N. Shovelers at 2100. Sept. 22 240 Wood Ducks were on the Coeur d' Alene R. (I.F.G.). The Redhead peak of 4750 on the Penal Oreille R., was less than a third of the high numbers of 1976 and 1977. Minidoka N W.R.'s 3600 Canvasback look encouraging. That refuge also reported 6500 Lesser Scaup, 1950 Goldeneye, 7100 Ruddy Ducks, and 3000 Com. Mergansers. Soap L., Wash., had 2000- 4000 Oct. 23. In n. Idaho the Pend Oreille R., had 250 of the latter Nov. 20. A very few White-winged Scoters showed up in Franklin, Grant, and Spokane Cos., Wash., and on the Clearwater R., n. Idaho. An imm. Surf Scoter was on the Columbia R., near Brewster, Wash. (VM) and a female on L. Lenore, Grant Co, Wash., was very probably this species (BW): An imm. Oldsquaw was taken by a hunter at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida, 

VULTURES THROUGH TURKEYS -- Three Turkey Vultures were sighted e, of Kalispell, Mont., Sept. 24 (BR). A tardy but very noteworthy report was of a White-tailed Kite along the Owyhee R., T29S, R41E, Sec. 4, Malheur Co., Ore., Apr. 21, 1978 (BDP). At least 13 sightings of Goshawks and at least 22 Cooper's Hawk sightings were made. All accipiter numbers seemed up from last year in the Salmon, Ida, area (HBR). Trost's annual survey of Ferruginous Hawk numbers at Kilgore and Henry's L., Ida, found about 26, about the same as for the last two years. The species was also noted over Sherman Pass, Ferry Co, Wash, Aug 30 (LF), near Lowden, Wash (SM), and at Cascade, Mont (G & NN) The Bald Eagle count on lower McDonald Cr., Glacier, N.P., Mont., reached an all-time high of 618 Nov. 29. A pair raised one young at Quartz L., in the park (park personnel). At Kootenai N.W.R., the peak of 29 eagles, 24 Bald and five Golden, Nov. 29 was about three times normal and unusually early concentrations appeared along the Missouri R., from Toston to Townsend, Mont., eight Nov. 11, and near Canyon Ferry Dam, Helena, 12 on Nov. 18 (VY). The Nampa, Ida, area had eight Nov. 30. Ospreys fledged about 66 young at Cascade Res., and in Long Valley n. to McCall, Ida, What was believed to be a dark phase female Gyrfalcon was sighted in c. Oregon Oct. 31 (GG), Southwest Montana apparently had a gray-phase bird Nov. 24 (GW). A Peregrine Falcon hit a window in a s.w. Montana city Oct. I (SH) and one was reported for n. Idaho Nov. 22 (RGe). There was another report for s.w. Montana and two sightings came from s. Idaho. Four Merlin reports came from e. Washington, one from n.w. Montana, and one from n. Idaho. Blue, Sharp-tailed and Sage Grouse showed an increase in the Rupert, Ida, area (WHS). Nine Bobwhite Quail were on the road over Mullan Pass 15 mi. w. of Helena Sept. 17 (C & LY). Mountain Quail were sighted in the Salmon R. Breaks of w. Idaho. Prairie, Ida, had 18 Turkeys (PCo) and one was seen near Salmon, Ida, (HBR). 

CRANES THROUGH COOT -- Foster parent Sandhill Cranes at Grays Lake N.W.R., s.e. Idaho, fledged three young Whooping Cranes from 13 eggs. Four of the sub-adult Whoopers hatched there in 1975-78 summered there, one stayed at Bear R., Cokeville, Wyo., and the other, at Middle Beaver Cr., Sublette Co., Wyo. All nine birds arrived safely at their wintering grounds at Bosque Del Apache N.W.R., New Mexico, along with Sandhills (RD). Colville Indian Reservation, Okanogan Co., Wash., hosted 1200 Sandhill Cranes Oct. I and St. Andrews, Wash., had a peak count of 950 Sept. 29. Seven at Mann's L., Lewiston, Ida,, were unusual (EM & JW) as was one at Turnbull N.W.R. (CB) and one s; of Blewett Pass, Kittitas Co., Wash. (EH). At least five Virginia Rails were sighted at Reardan, Wash., for Jim Acton's highest number ever there. Sightings occurred in the Quincy, Wash. area (RF); at Hagerman W.M.A., Gooding Co., Ida,, (BW), and at Island L., between Kalispell and Libby, Mont. (DD). The Davis L. Wickiup Res. area of Deschutes and Klamath Cos., Ore., had 12,000 Am. Coot Nov. 2 (GG). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Single Snowy Plovers were sighted in the Klamath Falls, Ore. vicinity (SS) for the only report. Sightings of Semipalmated Plovers came only from the Snake R., near Nampa, Ida, (BS); the Snake in Whitman Co., Wash. (JWW), and a pond at Lewiston, Ida,, (EM), two birds in each case. Only Mann's L., Lewiston, and Klamath Falls had an Am. Golden Plover (JWW, SS). Mann's L. had up to 20 Black-bellied Plovers. The Only other reports were for the Snake R., Whitman Co., and for Walla Walla, Wash. Two Whimbrels showed up near Klamath Falls Aug. 19 (SS). The Solitary Sandpiper, supposedly rare in s. Idaho, appeared at Pocatello (one) and Market L (two -- CHT), Spencer Res, Clark Co (one-AL), Nampa (one-DT), and near Hagerman (two) and at McGowan Cr., 16 mi s. of Challis (BW). An unusual sighting was of one standing in an inch of snow at 4000 ft elevation, French Mr. Saddle, five mi e. of Pierce, Ida, Sept. 17 (GI, EM & GM). A Red Knot was found in a stubble field near Davenport, Wash., Sept. 15 (MF & JHl, fide RF). One or two Dunlin -- one collected -- were at Mann's L., Lewiston. They are rare in Idaho (CB, JWW). A Pectoral Sandpiper near La Grande, Ore., Oct. 8 was unusual (JE). Harrison. Mont. had up to 20 Stilt Sandpipers in late August. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was positively identified near Vernon, B.C., Aug. 25 (FC & JG). Single Sanderlings appeared at L. Lowell, Nampa, Ida,; near Mabel L., 50 mi n.w. of Vernon; at Reardan, Wash., and two at Wenas Res., 16 mi s.w of Ellensburg, Wash. One was collected at Mann's L., Lewiston. 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- A Parasitic Jaeger was chasing Ring-billed Gulls at L. Helena Sept. 17 (GH & SH). Up to 35 Herring Gulls were sighted at Warm L., Knox, Ida, Sept. 1-Oct. 22 (JH, HR). Island Park Res,, Fremont Co., Ida,, had up to 19, the peak Oct 21 (MRC) and an immature bird at Salmon, Ida,, Aug. 13 was Roberts' first there. California Gulls were down in numbers from past years at Lewiston, with only one fall sighting (EM). The species was noted in the Flathead valley around Kalispell, Mont. (F.A.S.). The Yakima R. delta had 1-2 Mew Gulls Nov 11-12 (RH & WH, REW) and an immature bird was at Spokane's city dump Oct. 13 (JA) A Bonaparte's Gull at Salmon was the second ever there (HBR) and five were at L. Chatcolet, Kootenai Co., Ida, (BW). The Klamath Falls area had >1000 Nov. 22 (SS). A winter plumaged Com. Tern on Upper Klamath L, Ore., furnished Klamath County's first record (SS et al.). An Arctic Tern at the confluence of the Snake and Clearwater Rivers, Ida,, and Wash., was collected, for the second specimen from the area (JWW). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Black-billed Cuckoo, carefully described, was near Bigfork, Mont., late June - July 1 (MS). Barn Owls showed up in new localities, Esquatzel Coulee near Mesa, Wash (BB) and at Soap L., Wash. (CD). The birds also appeared at Richland, Wash., Umatilla, Ore., Lewiston, Mountain Home A.F.B., and Walters Ferry on the Snake R., all in Idaho. An injured Flammulated Owl was picked up in Walla Walla (SMi). Two were mist-netted in Pocatello, Ida, in late September (JJ). The only Snowy Owl report was of. one at Ladd Marsh Preserve s.e. of La Grande, Ore., Nov 9 (WCD). A Barred Owl was at Bitterroot L, w. of Kalispell Aug. 6-10 for the only report (F.A.S.). A Great Gray Owl, rarely observed at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., was found there Nov. 13 (RRS). They seemed fairly common to the s. at Island Pk., Ida, with four sightings (MRC). A Long-cared Owl was sighted Nov 25 near Belgrade, Mont., where they are seldom seen (SC, E & RH, PDS). Short-cared Owls continued scarce in the s. Okanagan Valley, B.C., with only one report. A dead Saw-whet Owl was picked up on a road at Vernon Oct. 28. A Poorwill was sighted Aug. 27 & 30 at Page Springs Camp-
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ground on the Donner and Blitzen R, Harney Co, Ore (BW) for the only report A Black Swift nest on Harland Cr., near Armstrong, B.C, contained a very young nestling Aug. 3 & 7 (JG). A group of 200 was near Cashmere, Wash., Aug. 24 (KB) and at least two were feeding low over Revelstoke, B.C., Aug. 2 (WN & JWo). Some 300 Vaux's Swifts were at Klickitat, Wash., Aug. 27 (Y.A.S.). A female Anna's Hummingbird was feeding on late flowers at Wenatchee, Wash., Nov. 2 (PC). A female Anna's was sighted in the same Spokane yard Aug. 26-27, Sept. 2 & 8, suggesting three individuals and thus a definite increase for the area (JA). Another frequented a feeder at Spokane through October and November (DS & S.A.S.). Single birds were seen at Penticton, Alta., Oct. 6 & 24 (SRC). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Fresh workings of Pileated Woodpecker were found in the Island Pk., and Henry's L., Fremont Co., Ida, areas, where the species is considered very rare (CHT). They seemed still on the increase at Salmon, Ida, (HBR). Lewis' Woodpecker was "extremely common" during a float trip down the Salmon and Snake Rivers from Corn Cr., Lemhi Co., Ida to Clarkston, Wash., July 31-Aug. 11 (JL). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was in Richland Nov. 23 for Bob Woodley's second record there. Three-toed woodpeckers were common m the Island Park area, apparently attracted by an extensive bark beetle infestation, with the Black-backed about three times as common as the Northern (MRC). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was identified at close range in Colorado Gulch near Helena Aug. 27 (G & NN). A pair of Barn Swallows was feeding recently fledged young at Banff, Alta. Sept. 11 (CGH). 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS -- The Blue Jay was reported (three birds?) at three feeding stations in Kimberley, B.C. (MVW) and one was sighted 8 mi. e. of Missoula, Mont. (RS). About 75 Clark's Nutcrackers were in the vicinity of Heaven's Gate L.O., Seven Devils Mts., s.w. of Riggins, Ida, Aug. 19. Two Chestnut-backed Chickadees were spotted on the Green Fork of South Touchet R., Columbia Co., Wash., Nov. 8 (RF). The Bushtit was described as plentiful in the Rupert, Ida, vicinity (WHS). A Pygmy Nuthatch was found on Trinity Mt. A House Wren at Fortine, Mont., Aug. 22 provided the first sighting in nine years there; where it was formerly common (WW). McNary Wildlife Pk., near Irrigon, Ore., apparently was a new locality for Bewick's Wren Sept. 23 (B.M.A.S.). 

MIMICS THROUGH STARLINGS -- A very late Sage Thrasher was near Davenport, Wash., Nov. 9 (JHi). Two Varied Thrushes stopped briefly at a Bozeman feeder Nov. 13 and one was on Montana State Univ. Campus Nov. 15 (JP, SR). There are only three previous records for the area. A Hermit Thrush near Yakima Oct. 12 was unusual. The farm sanctuary w. of Spokane fledged 159 W. Bluebirds from its nest boxes. One 12 mi s. of Island Pk., Ida, Sept. 25 was noteworthy (MRC). Mountain Bluebird numbers in e. Washington appeared fairly good but only a few were reported elsewhere. Townsend's Solitaires were sighted much more commonly in the Rexburg, Ida, area than in past years (RG). Bohemian Waxwings were arriving in about normal numbers, the earliest, Oct 24 at LaGrande, Ore., and Oct. 29 in the Kalispell area. A few had reached Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Nov. 18. The Nampa area had an estimated 15,000 Starlings Sept. 10 (G.E.A.S). 

WARBLERS -- Single Nashville Warblers were sighted at Ft. Boise, s.w. Ida, Oct. 1 and Nov. 12 (JH) and one was spotted at Deer Flat N.W.R., Sept. 1 (DT). Fort Boise W.M.A. had a Magnolia Warbler Oct. 1 (JH). A male Black-throated Blue Warbler was photographed at Malheur N.W.R., Oct. 7-8 for one of the top rarities (SS). "Audubon's" Warblers poured through some areas of the w. part of the Region in fantastic numbers. Heaven's Gate L.O., in the Seven Devils, Ida,, had 750-1000 Aug. 19 and numbers at Spokane peaked the last week of September; at least 50 were in one yard. At Walla Walla they were "abundant all fall" and at Richland they "swamped the area" in mid-September. At Malheur N.W.R., >200 were sighted Oct. 7 and Kay Burk banded 241 near Troy, Mont., May-September. A d Townsend's Warbler and a Tennessee Warbler in a Bozeman yard Sept. 13 after an early snowstorm made the fifth and third records, respectively, for the area (PDS). A male Townsend's fell victim to a house cat at La Grande, Ore., Oct. 27 (WCD) and one was recorded in Richland Nov. 18 (JS). 

BLACKBIRDS -- Three Bobolinks in autumn plumage were photographed at Lane W.M.A., 10 mi. e. of Harrison, Ida, Aug. 28 and five were along the lower Donner and Blitzen R., Malheur N.W.R., on the same date. Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Mann's L., Lewiston, may have bred there and Red-winged and Brewer's blackbirds in that area benefited from the introduction of sunflowers into the crop rotation, flocks of 1000 or more appearing frequently. The only Rusty Blackbird report was of one at Jasper N.P., Nov. 11 (BWy). 

FINCHES -- Top rarity of the season was the winter-plumaged male Brambling at Swan L., Mont., Nov. 19-Dec. 3. Detailed description and a colored sketch of the bird were compared with a specimen in the Univ. of Montana collection (EJ & PLW). Evening Grosbeaks were scarce or absent from most reporting localities, only the Okanagan Valley, B.C., and the Klamath Falls area finding them in normal numbers. Cassin's Finch was little reported but numbers were normal around Spokane. House Finches continued to frequent feeders in Bozeman regularly and one was reported at Gardiner, Mont. (JQ). Pine Siskins apparently were mostly staying at higher altitudes. Several Black Rosy Finches were seen at 11,000 ft. on Mt. Borah, Custer Co., Ida, (HBR). White-winged Crossbills appeared in Glacier N.P., and the upper Flathead Valley of n.w. Montana, in Idaho, and in the Salmo area of extreme s.e. British Columbia. Farther w. they appeared commonly around Vernon in subalpine country in August, their numbers dwindling thereafter. This perhaps was related to the great surge of the birds s. in the Cascades as far as Mt. Hood, Ore. One was even reported in Bend, Ore., Nov. 24 (MC) and at least three at Enterprise, Ore. (ME). 

SPARROWS -- The Grasshopper Sparrow was observed at Swan L., e. of Bigfork, Mont, in August (F.A.S.). Some 500 Dark-eyed Juncos were at Heaven's Gate L.O., in the Seven Devils Mts., Aug. 19. A Tree Sparrow at Fortine, Mont., Nov. 12 was only Weydemeyer's fourth in the last 33 years. Their numbers have doubled the last two winters at Rexburg, Ida, where they fed on weed seeds in abandoned fields following the Teton Dam break (RG). A Harris' Sparrow visited a Walla Walla yard in October (CS) and an adult stayed in a barn at Bozeman during bad weather in mid- November (JSa). One trapped in a garage at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., in late November may have had the same idea in mind (RRS) An ad. Golden-crowned Sparrow at Fernan L., Coeur d' Alene, Ida,, apparently furnished the first record for Kootenai County (GS). The only White-throated Sparrows reported were an adult at "P" Ranch, Malheur N.W.R., Oct 7 (SS); one at Ft. Boise (JH), and one at Bruneau, Ida, (AL). Two Fox Sparrows were found on the peninsula in L. Pend Oreille, s e of Sandpoint, Ida, in late August (LF). At Salmon, Ida,, they were very scarce, with one bird Aug. 23 (HBR), and at Spokane one sang at Browne Mt., until Sept. 26 and migrants arrived in mid-September. Lincoln's Sparrow was sighted at Little Boulder Cr. Campground s.w. of Bovill, Ida,, (BW); in the Bozeman area (PDS); 4 mi e. of Mabton, Wash., (PM) and at Spokane, Sept. 13-Oct. 5 (S.A.S.). Several Swamp Sparrows were observed closely at Barnaby L., 3 mi w. of Fortine, Mont., Aug. 23 for the first upper n.w. Montana record (WW). Eight Lapland Longspurs appeared near White L., 15 mi. s. of Penticton, B.C, Oct. 25 (WN) and e. Washington had a few w. of Harrington Nov. 5 (S.A.S.), and w. of Spokane International Airport Oct. 9 (JA). 

CORRIGENDUM -- Substitute Prairie Falcon for Peregrine Falcon in the Dec. 17, 1977 Moscow, Ida,-Pullman, Wash. CBC, AB 32:819. 

OBSERVERS CITED -- James Acton, Blue Mt. Audubon Society (B.M.A.S.), B. Braunwart, Ken Brunner (KB), Kay Burk, Steve Cannings (SRC), Sharon Cotterell (SC), Canyon Birders, Phil Cheney (PC), Priscilla Cook (PCo), Mark R. Collie (MRC), Marion Corder (MC), Craig Corder, Fred Cook, Dan DeJong, Curt Dotson, Win. C. Dowdy, Red Drewien, Mark Egger, Joe Evanitch, Lynn Farcar, Mike Fitzpatrick, Flathead Audubon Society (F.A.S.), Ron Friesz, Russ Gebhart (RGe), Greg Gillson, Ririe Godfrey (RG), Golden Eagle Audubon Society (G.E.A.S.), James Grant, Warren Hall, Christopher G. Harris, Steve Harvey (SH), Eve & Ray Hays, Randy Heinz, Jerry Hickman (JHi), James Heckathorn (JH), George Holton, Susan Holton (SHo), Mark Howarth, Eugene Hunn, Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game (I.F.G.), Garry Ingram, Joe Jeppson, Elly Jones, AI Larson, John Luther, Ed McVicker, Vern Marr, John Marzleff, Phil Mattocks, Shirley Miller (SM1), Shirley Muse (SM), Gary Mullen, Wayne Nelly, Gene & Norma Nixon, Jean Perkins, Bradford D. Price, Joyce Queckborner, Steve Regele, Hadley B. Roberts, Hazel Roe, Betty Rose, Jeff Safford (JSa), Jim Soden (JS), Dorothy Sattler, Rick Schoening, Belle Shaw, Connie Sherer, W. H. Shillington, Richard R Sjostrom, P. D. Skaar, Gary Smith, S. Spo- 
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kane Audubon Society (S.A.S.). Mae Sudan. Steve Summers, Don Taylor, Charles H. Trost, Guy Warren, John W. Weber, Winton Weydemeyer. Bart Whelton (BW), Mildred V. White, Philip L. Wright, Brian Wylie (BWy), Jim Wolcott (JW), John Woods (JWo), Robert E. Woodley, Yakima Audubon Society (Y.A.S.), Vince Yannone, Clara & Lenord Yarger. 


Autumn Migration, 1978

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks

[image: ]The Region had a slightly warmer and wetter August than usual based on the Seattle, Portland, and Medford stations. September was cooler and much wetter than average with four inches of extra rain even for Seattle, but October was warm with almost no precipitation. Then cold weather hit in early November with about 4°F below average throughout, over one-half the days having freezing temperatures, and snowfall to at least Portland and Seattle in mid-November. Late August and early September produced occurrences of several unusual species with most being from east of the Region: Upland Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Hudsonian Godwit, Western Kingbird, Say's Phoebe, Mockingbird, and Lark Sparrow, but also including Laysan Albatross, Rufous-necked Sandpiper, Bar-tailed Godwit, Least Tern, and Xantus' Murrelet. Another group of unusual records was clustered in mid- October, with Emperor Goose and Bar-tailed Godwit from the northwest, American Avocet, Magnolia and Palm warblers from the northeast, and Tropical Kingbird from the south. The very few vagrant warbler records are from late September to mid-October. 

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS: -- Only two imm. Yellow-billed Loons found this fall reflect a slight decline (5 in 1976, 3 in 1977). One was at Tillamook Oreg, Oct. 29-Nov. 11 (JG, TC et al.); the other at Bayview S.P., Skagit Co., Wash., Nov. 24-Dec. 8 (B & PE, TW). Maximum one-day counts of Western, Horned, Red-necked, and Eared grebes in the Victoria, V.I., area this fall were respectively 1500:300:40:3, roughly indicative of their relative winter abundance in our Region. A single Laysan Albatross frequented a patch of ocean about 30 km. w. of Westport, Wash. Sept. 4-10 (TW). This is but the third sighting in over 60 offshore trips from this port during the last decade. 
[image: ]
Albatross. sp. Photo/T. Crabtree..

 S.A.
On Sept. 30, Oregon pelagic birders (TC, JG) photographed an unusual albatross 25 km w. of Newport. This bird very closely resembles the one TW photographed off Westport May 3. 1970, which was subsequently identified as a 3-4 year old Short-tailed Albatross (Calif. Birds 1:113-5). However, doubt remains as TW's photo was overexposed, and DP has clear photos of similarly-plumaged birds taken off Westport 


Sept. 13. 1970. and Sept. 12, 1971. In none of these cases have the birds been noted as larger than Black-looted Albatrosses nearby, an important Short-tailed Albatross field mark. We believe that these birds may simply be aberrant Black-footed Albatrosses, perhaps even a single individual repeatedly observed.
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Numbers of procellarid reported generally were down from last year, with maxima of; 15 N. Fulmar, Oct. 8. off Westport (TW), vs. 101 in 1977; 125 Pink-footed Shearwaters Sept. 11, off Westport, vs. 291 in 1977; and 129 Buller's Shearwaters Sept. 10, off Westport. vs 937 in 1977. The rare Flesh-footed Shearwater kept a foothold with two Sept. 30 off Newport (TC, JG, MK). two Oct. 8 off Westport (MM), and one Oct. 14 off Cape Beale, V.I. (MGS). A Sooty Shearwater flock of about one million was estimated moving S. off Tillamook Aug. 21 (HN), while 4000 birds/min. were estimated moving N. past Grays Harbor, Wash. Sept. 11 (EH, TW) for 25 minutes with no end in sight. Comparable coastal observations are noted here each fall. Short-tailed Shearwaters did not repeat last fall's dramatic invasion, returning to more typical numbers: two Sept. 30 off Newport (TC, JG, MK), one Oct. 8 off Westport (TW, EH). and one Nov. 17 seen from shore at Florence, Oreg, (LM). Reported numbers of Fork-tailed and Leach's storm-petrels continued low, compared to 1975 and 1976, with the Fork-tailed maximum at 32 Aug. 20, off Westport (TW), down from 107 the previous fall, while Leach's were seen only off Oregon, with a maximum of six Aug. 20 off Coos Bay (ME). White Pelicans are seldom reported w. of the Cascades. Two summer reports were followed this fall by at least five between Blaine, Wash., and the Columbia R. Moot appeared during the last week of September, and one adult at Olympia stayed to Nov. 1 (RK). Brown Pelicans were down dramatically at moot Oregon congregations, with immatures less preponderant than usual (fide HN). The U.S.F. & W.S. survey of the Oregon coast counted 260 Nov. 10-12, and none was reported n. of Tillamook Bay. 

EGRETS THROUGH DUCKS -- Cattle Egrets were reported only from Grays Harbor County, Wash., with at least two individuals in mid-to-late November (fide BHT). Great Egrets wandered as far N. as Hoquiam and Nisqually N.W.R., Wash., with a surprising concentration of at least 16 on Sauvie's I., near Portland, Oreg, in late November (TC). Flocks of 60 Aug. 19-Oct. 27 on the estuaries of the Coos and Umpqua Rivers (HN, AM) are now to be expected. The only Snowy Egrets were three found at Gardiner, Oreg, Aug. 19 (JG), then three nearby at Coos Bay during November (fide AM). Wintering Trumpeter Swans first arrived Nov. 11 at Cowichan Bay, V.I. (JC), building to 164 at the Mt. Vernon, Wash., congregation by Nov. 24 (B & PE). A straggler on the Sooke R., V.I., since Aug. 10, probably summered (M & VG). A lone imm. Emperor Goose was reported, Oct. 15 - Nov. 26, at Nehalem, Oreg, (JG, MK et al.). White-fronted Geese peaked Sept. 24 when 1000 were estimated at Ocean Shores, Wash. (MM, GB). A male Eur. Green-winged Teal was in Seattle Oct. 26 (†EG). The last Cinnamon Teal was one male Oct. 30 near Vancouver, B.C. (JW), and the last Blue-winged Teal was one male Oct. 20 in Oak Bay, V.I. (RS). The first Eur. Wigeon arrived at Esquimalt, V.I., Sept. 28 (RS), about two weeks early. The 10-12,000 Am. Wigeon estimated on Tillamook Bay Nov. 18 (DF) was the Regional maximum this season, as was the 8000 N. Shovelers Oct. 22 on the Everett sewage ponds, Wash. (MM, EH), a traditional concentration point. "Large numbers" of Oldsquaw passing S. off Pt. Roberts, Wash., Oct. 14 (TW), were the first signs of the fall influx. Inspired Ruddy Ducks were still raising broods as late as Sept. 1 at a newly discovered Everett, Wash., location. Three females with chicks in tow, one had five large and eight small chicks (PM, EH). 

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES – Vancouver Island observers coordinated their efforts to document the annual Turkey Vulture passage. The first movement was of 12 over Saltspring I., Sept. 12 (RS). The 228 Oct. 1 marked the peak. The last one was seen Oct. 31, and in all there was a total of at least 500 (fide VG). In addition, 50 were reported Sept. 2 at Dungeness, Wash. (DC), well ahead of the V.I. flight. The 30 on Sept. 27 near Olympia (CC), and 70 over Ashland, Oreg, Oct. 1 (fide OS) indicated the route S. White-tailed Kites continued to consolidate in the Region with 19 near Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene Nov. 2 (LM). Scattered individuals were noted also on the Oregon coast and n. to Ridgefield N.W.R., Wash. (BB). Accipiter numbers remained high: 10 Goshawks and 76 each of Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks were reported. The 40+ Red-tailed Hawks Nov. 5 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Oreg, was a large concentration (TC). Single Swainson's Hawks Aug. 24 at Manning P.P. (AG, ph.) and Aug. 26 near Duncan, V.I. (JC) was about normal for this rare migrant. An ad. Broad-winged Hawk over W. Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 5 provided a first Regional record (†BS). The bird was being harassed by a Sharp-shinned Hawk providing direct size comparison. Rough-legged Hawks were first noted Sept. 16 at Baskett Slough N.W.R., and 12 were there Nov. 5 (TC). An Osprey nest still contained one young Aug. 30 in Saanich, V.I. (B & MM). One gray Gyrfalcon was seen. Four Prairie Falcons were noted, two on the Oregon coast in mid-September, one near Medford Nov. 19, and one in the s. Washington Cascades Oct. 19. The 36 Peregrines and 68 Merlins reported made excellent news; Peregrines up dramatically from last fall and Merlins matching last year's fine showing. The usual fall migrant flock of 3-500 Sandhill Cranes had arrived at Sauvie's I. by Sept. 30 (EGW, fide AC). One near Victoria Nov. 11-13 was unusual (fide VG). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Snowy Plovers hung on with eight at Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Nov. 5 (FK), 28 at Tillamook Nov. 4 (HN, ME), and 22 at Coos Bay Nov. 23 (MS). American Golden Plover numbers were down, with single day maxima of 30-50 at Reifel Ref., B.C., and Ocean Shores and Leadbetter Pt., Wash. No individuals of the w. race fulva were noted. Only five Long-billed Curlews were reported, with none n. of Ocean Shores. Whimbrels peaked Aug. 19 with 250 at Ocean Shores (EH), dropping to 15 there Sept. 24 (MM, GB). The ten Oct. 14 at Newport were expected to winter (MS). The rare Upland Sandpiper was twice reported: two flew over Iona I., B.C., Aug. 26 (IBS, BMc) and another was found Aug. 30 & Oct. 3 in Saanich, V.I. (IDB, GS). Eleven well-scattered Solitary Sandpipers was a normal total, although the two Oct. 19-26 at Duncan, V.I., were late (JC et al.). The Willet flock at Bandon, Oreg, increased to 35 by Sept. 23 (HN et al.). Singles at Ocean Shores

[image: ]Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Grays Harbor County, Wash. Aug. 29, 1978. Photo/Ruth Carson.
.Sept. 15 (JB, fide G & WH) and Dungeness Oct. 22 - Nov. 24 (D & SS et al.) were n. of their usual limit on Willapa Bay. The only Semipalmated Sandpiper reports accompanied by descriptive details were the three Aug. 24 at Nisqually N.W.R., Wash. (†CC), one Sept. 8 at Olympia (†CC), and one Sept. 9 at Tillamook (JG, †HN et al.). A third Rufous-necked Sandpiper of the season dropped in briefly at the Iona I. sewage ponds Aug. 25-26 (†BS, BMc). Counts of Baird's Sandpipers were back to normal after last fall's highs. Two-three Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were at S.J.C.R., on the extravagantly early dates of Aug. 13-28 (m.ob. †CR). Groups of 1-3 were reported from six locations during the usual migration period of Sept. 14-Nov. 5. Stilt Sandpipers were well distributed with four Sept. 2 on Whidbey I., the high count (EH), and one Oct. 22-25 at Iona I., quite late (BS). Buff-breasted Sandpiper staged an unprecedented invasion. A normal fall brings in reports of two or three. This fall at least 28 were found Aug. 23-Sept. 30 at five locations, from Medford, Tillamook, and the S.J.C.R., to Victoria. The one at Ocean Shores Aug. 27 was the high count. Godwits were well represented. Single Bar-tailed Godwits were at Alsea Bay, Oreg, Aug. 6-8 (†TL, T & CF) and Dungeness Spit, Wash., Oct. 22-28 (†KK, †MEi). Oregon had its first Hudsonian Godwit ever near Bandon on the Coquille R. flats Sept. 10-19 (ME et al., TC ph.). A possible second Hudsonian was reported Aug. 21 at Leadbetter Pt. (RW) and Aug. 23-24 at the S.J.C.R., but the distinctive underwing was not seen (TL, TF). Marbled Godwits were also in above-average numbers in Oregon with 100+ Sept. 10-23 at Bandon (HN, ME) and Nov. 6 at Yaquina Bay (BO, fide HN). The Region had Ruffs again for the third straight year, two at Iona I., July 30-Aug. 3 (†BS, †EH, GA), one at Hoquiam and Ocean Shores Sept. 16-24 (MC, †MM, GB), and one at Dungeness Oct. 25-26 (†KK). A single Am. Avocet found in c. Saanich Oct. 1 was photographed, for the third record for V.I. (BSe, fide VG) another was at Bandon Oct. 17 (TM, fide HN).

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS --The 16 and 24 Pomarine Jaegers off Westport Aug. 20 and Sept. 11 (TW) and the 31 off Newport Sept. 30 (TC) were good counts. More than usual Long-tailed Jaegers were reported, with 21 and 16 on Sept. 10-11 off Westport, three at Ocean Shores, Sept. 1 (†G & WH), and seven off Newport Sept. 30 (TC). Single skuas came onshore at the Long Beach Pen., Wash., Aug. 
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18 (†RB) & Oct 29 (EH) were unusual. Four and five were off Westport Sept 10 & Oct 8 (TW), and seven off Newport Sept. 30 (TC, ph.) was the high count. All that could be identified were South Polar Skuas. An ad. Glaucous Gull reported at Sauvie's I., Oct. 14 (MK, fide HN) was early. More typical was a 2nd-year bird Nov. 18 in Vancouver. B.C. and a 1st year bird near there Nov 19 (BS). The first Thayer's Gulls were noted in Victoria Sept. 6 (RS, M & VG). Farther s. they were first seen Oct. 7-8 at Ilwaco and Westport. Wash. (HN. TW). In addition to the usual huge numbers of California Gulls along the Columbia R. and Oregon coast through September there were an estimated 14,000 between Clallam and Neah Bays in n.w. Washington Sept. 2 (CC), and 1500 near Bamfield. VI., Sept. 23 (MGS). Franklin's Gulls arrived by early August and were in good numbers in British Columbia and Washington. The high count was 13 immatures at the Everett ponds through Oct. 22 (EH, MM). The only adults seen were singles at Clover Pt. Victoria Sept. 5 (RS) and at Ocean Shores Sept. 22 (†G & WH). The two immatures at Sauvie's I. Aug. 18 (RSm, fide HN) was Oregon's only report. A Little Gull was seen again this fall at the Everett ponds, an adult Oct 8 among several thousand Bonaparte's Gulls (†B & PE). Ten thousand Bonaparte's Gulls massed off Victoria Oct. 28 (MGS). Single Sabine's Gulls were onshore at Forest Grove, Oreg, Sept. 10 (JG et al.), Pitt Lake, B.C. Sept. 24 (MF), and Oak Bay, VA., Oct. 8 (E & WC). Ten Black Terns were found; nine in Washington from Aug. 14 near Seattle (DMu) to Sept. 21 on Whidbey I. (BHT). Washington's first Least Tern was found Aug. 26-31 at Ocean Shores (B & PE, D & LL, GB, m.ob.). Good written descriptions (†EH, †BH) and photographs of it with Common and Caspian terns (RC) are on file. This is the northernmost record on the Pacific coast. Migrant Arctic Terns appeared in mid-August throughout the Region. Flocks of 50-100 were at Ocean Shores in late August (AR et al.), and 382 were seen off Westport Sept. l0 (TW). The last seen was a single Oct. 8 off Westport (TW). Common Terns appeared slightly earlier, were present in generally higher numbers, and were seen to the end of October. Single Caspian Terns Oct. 8 at Hoquiam, Wash. (BR), and at Tillamook Nov. 4 (ME) were late, as the bulk of the population moved S. through coastal Oregon in late August to mid-September.
S.A.
Three pair of Xantus' Murrelets, 40 mi. off Westport Sept. 11 (TW, †EH) were studied at close range. The white underwing was noted and the face pattern sketched. All were the Guadelupe I. form, B hypoleuca hypoleuca, for the second Washington record and the northernmost ever. The nine pairs of Xantus' seen on the Oct. 8 trip off Westport were all B. h. scrippsi (TW, EH).

Ancient Murrelets appeared a bit early, with pairs Sept. 9 off Cape Meares (MS, JG), Sept. 26 at Victoria (RS), and Oct. 13 at Dungeness Spit (SS), and in large numbers, with 300 off Saanich Oct. 31 (M & VG). The 2265 Cassin's Auklets off Westport Oct. 8 (TW) was a very high count On Sept 6 there were 150 Tufted Puffins still on Tatoosh I. off Cape Flattery. Wash.: by Sept. 16 there were none (BP). Five off Westport Oct. 8 (TW) were the last reported. 

OWLS THROUGH FLYCATCHERS -- The season's first Snowy Owls were on Great Chain I. off V.I., Oct. 24 (BSt) and at Delta and Iona I., B.C. Nov. 10 (JI, DK). They were generally few and late this year. Five Burrowing Owls were found in w. Oregon this fall, from the S.J.C.R. s. to Medford. Single Barred Owls were found at Trout Cr. flats in the Gifford Pinchot N.F. Wash., Sept. 12 (DF) and near Olympia Oct. 19 (J & AD. ph.). Spotted Owls were found all fall at their usual Wolf Cr., Oreg, haunts (EP). The two early Long-eared Owls Aug. 13 near Alsea, Oreg, (DMc), and the one near Everett. Wash. Sept. 24 (EH) suggests the possibility of breeding w. of the Cascades. Single Com. Nighthawks in Seattle Sept. 28 (RD) and in Olympia Oct. 19 (CC) were late. Sizable flocks of Vaux's Swifts were widely reported Sept. 16-23 with 1000 in Victoria Sept. 18 (HH) the largest. A late female Rufous Hummingbird was seen at close range in Torino, V.I. Oct. 7 (ADo). A single Acorn Woodpecker was reported near Washougal, Wash., Sept. 29 (†RH) and would be the first acceptable record for Washington if it were not a single-person sight record. Six kingbirds of three species were sighted. Single E. Kingbirds were at Arlington. Wash. Sept. 5 (CC) and Metchosin, V.I. Sept. 14 (BH). Single W. Kingbirds were in Vancouver, B.C. Sept. 2 (GA) in Seattle, Sept. 3 (MP) and near Albany, Oreg, Sept. 9 (GG). Topping the list was a Tropical Kingbird in Metchosin Oct. 22-23 (B & JH, †VG). A Say’s Phoebe was on the Victoria golf course, VA., Aug. 19 (RS, M & VG). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH SHRIKES -- Two Bank Swallows were at the Everett ponds Sept. 1, and one was still there Sept. 10 (EH. PM), one was at Iona I. Sept. 4 (DK, DA). and two were in Ladner, B.C.. Sept. 14-15 (VG). Several Barn Swallows were still on Westham I., B.C. Nov. 5 (JBr, ML) and one was in Albany, Oreg, Nov. 13 in below freezing weather (GG). Only small numbers of Purple Martins were reported this August. The high count was 18 in Tacoma Aug. 21 (WW, fide TB) and the last one at Cape Meares, Oreg, Sept. 9 (HN et al.). Single Scrub-Jays were beyond their usual range in several locations; just e. of Lincoln City, at Newport, and s. of Myrtle Pt., all in coastal Oregon, and at Stevenson along the Columbia R. in Chehalis and in Seattle. The only lowland Mountain Chickadee report was of one on Sauvie's I., Aug. 13 (LR, fide HN). Wrentits continued their steady increase in the Wolf Cr. area of s. Oregon (EP). Single Mockingbirds were sighted, in Seattle (MD) and at Cape Meares, Oreg, Sept. 2 (fide HN), and in Victoria Sept. 3 (WC). Swainson's Thrushes were heard in nocturnal migration over the Wind River Ranger Station, Wash. Aug. 26-31 (DF) with the peak Aug. 27. Others were heard there Sept. 12 and in Toledo until Oct. 3 (DFa, fide HN). Single Swainson's Thrushes at Duncan, VA., Oct. 14 (JC) and near Vancouver, B.C., Oct. 20 (AG) were late. The first Washington record of the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was of one Nov 10-16 on Whidbey I. (B & PE et al., †EH). Excellent photographs are on file (DP). Cedar Waxwings were widespread particularly in Oregon with young immatures reported Aug. 21 in Portland (fide HN) and Sept. 30 near Astoria. Oreg, (HN). A Loggerhead Shrike at Sauvie's I., Nov. 10 (TC, JG, DMa) was unusual w. of the Cascades. The season’s first N. Shrikes were adults in c. Saanich and Victoria Oct 4 & 6 (RS) and in Mt. Rainier N.P., Oct. 7 (BS, SH). 

WARBLERS THROUGH TANAGERS -- Heavy movements of Yellow-rumped Warblers occurred in s. Washington Aug. 28-Sept. 19 (BHT, DF) with migrants dropping from the clouds at dawn Sept. 8 & 12 near the Wind River Ranger Station. Large movements of Wilson's Warblers were noted near Portland and Wolf Cr., Oreg, in mid-August (HN, EP). A single Hermit Warbler Sept. 8 along the upper Lewis R., Wash., was the latest ever for the state (DF). Two MacGillivray's Warblers Sept. 24 in Oak Bay, V.I. (E & AID) were also late. There were four reports of Townsend's Warblers on V.I. during November. An ad. Magnolia Warbler was found at North Head on the Long Beach Peninsula, Wash., Oct. 21 (†RW). This is the second single-person sight record for Washington. and both have been in the fall and at this location. The only Palm Warbler reported, after last fall's dozen records was at Cape Meares, Oreg, Oct. 19 (RSm, fide HN). Two Yellow-breasted Chats (1 ad., 1 imm.) were in Olympia, Wash., Aug. 14 (G & JM, †BHT) for one of few Regional records n. of the Columbia R. A female Am. Redstart was seen Sept. 26 on Samish I., near Anacortes. Wash. (TW). Five migrant Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported in late August and September, and two others at Boundary Bay, B.C., Oct. 22 were late (A & JG). A late N. Oriole was reported Oct. 30 near Newport (DFa, fide HN), and an imm. male was found dead in Coos Bay Nov. 1 (fide AM). The only Rusty Blackbird reported with details was of one seen near Ladner, B.C., Oct. 1 (†BS). Two Ø W. Tanagers at Manning P.P. Sept. 17 were late (VG). 

FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- Pine Siskins were scarce in the Coos Bay area (AM). and were otherwise almost unreported from lowland Oregon or Washington. A flock of 500 was in Saanich, V.I., however Nov. 29 (RMG). There were many reports of 2-10 Red Crossbills from s. V.I., where they were almost absent last fall (fide VG). However, this species was reported on only three occasions elsewhere. White-winged Crossbills continued their late summer move into the Region. Several large flocks were in the Blewett Pass and Wenatchee areas just e. of the Cascade crest in Washington through August and September Groups of 1-6, including singing males. were found on mountains near Vancouver, B.C, throughout August (BS). A flock of 28 was in Manning P.P., Aug. 4 (BS), and smaller flocks were at Hart's Pass. Whatcorn Co., Wash, Aug. 4 (AR) in Mt. Rainier N.P. Sept. 3 (B & 
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MB), Oct. 7 (BS), and at Oldman, Skamania Co., Wash, Nov. 15 (DF). A flock of 57 Savannah Sparrows was observed departing S over the Straits from Victoria Sept. 6 (RS) during the peak of migration of this species throughout the Region. A Vesper Sparrow near Olympia Sept. 27 (CC) was the latest ever for Washington. A Lark Sparrow was at Ocean Shores Sept. 10-11 (B & PE) for about the sixth w. Washington record. Three Harris' Sparrows were found around Puget Sound, with the one near Burlington Oct. 6 (fide TW) somewhat early. In contrast to last fall, only one White-throated Sparrow was reported. An ad. male in Delta, B.C., Oct. 21 (MF, MP). A Fox Sparrow at Oak Bay, V.I., Aug. 25 was an early arrival there (JT) and Ocean Shores was "teeming" with the species Sept. 24 (BHT). A Snow Bunting at the S.J.C.R., Sept. 4-5 was extraordinarily early (MK, DI, JE). Otherwise the species arrived on schedule in late October, with one at 6500 ft. in the N. Cascades Oct. 22 (JDu, fide TW) at an unusual location, and one at Coos Bay Nov. 29 (fide AM) the farthest s. 

CITED OBSERVERS AND ABBREVIATIONS -- (sub-regional editors in boldface) -- Dave Aldcroft, Gerry Ansell, Jack Becker (JB), Blair & Mary Bernson, Richard Biss, Thais Back, Jim Breadon (JBr), David Broughton, Greg Butcher, Eileen & Wayne Campbell, Mike Carmody. Ruth Carson, Chris Chappell. Dave Chelimer. John Comer. Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Eleanor & Albert Davidson (E & AID), Jack &Ada Davis (J&AD), Michael Danahue. Richard Donham, Adrain Dorst (ADo), Jim Duemmel 0Du), Mark Egger (ME), Mark Eisdorfer (MEi), Joe Evanich, Bob & Pat Evans, Darrell Faxon (DFa), Tad & Cathy Finnell, David Fix (DF), Mike Force, Eugene Gerzenstein, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Margaret & Vic Goodwill, Al & Jude Grass, Richard Hamby, Bill Harrington-Tweit (BHT), Glen & Wanda Hoge, Beryl & John Holt. Susann Hosie, Harold Hasford, John Ireland, Dave Irons, Don Jole, Rick Knight, Ken Knittie, Mark Koninendyke, Doug Kragh, Fayette Krause, Moira Lemon. Dick & Laura Lindstrom, Tom Lund, Gloria & Jim Maender, Bruce MacDonald (BMc), Don Mac- Donald (DMc), Rob Mackenzie-Grieve (RMG), David Marshall (DMa), Alan McGie, Larry McOueen, Barbara & Michael Meiklejohn, Mike Moore, Terry Morgan, Dennis Murky (DMu). Harry Nehls, Bob Olson. Bob Paine, Dennis Paulson. Mike Price. Eleanor Pugh. Bill Reichert. Alan Richards. Les Richards, Craig Roberts, Ran Satterfield (RS), Barry Sauppe (BS), Bill Sendall (BSe), Michael Shepard (MGS), George Sirk, Dory & Stan Smith, Mark Smith (MS), Richard Smith (RSm), Bob Straith (BSt), Otis Swisher, Jeremy Tatum, Terry Wahl, E.G. Whiteswift, Ralph Widrig, Wally Wilkins, Jack Williams, (?) written description on file (S.J.C.R.) South jetty of the Columbia R., (V.I.) - Vancouver I., B.C. 


The Winter Season 1978-79

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/Thomas H. Rogers

In the words of one reporter, it was a bearcat of a winter with every month experiencing subnormal average temperatures, particularly in January, when Kalispell, Montana reported 14.9°F. below normal. Snow and cold set in by early November in most parts of the Region with continuous snow cover at least into February. Precipitation was generally subnormal but owing to a late thaw it piled up disproportionately. More northerly areas however, had lower than usual depths. Freeze-up came in mid-December and only deeper lakes, fast flowing streams and warm springs remained open. Thawing began in February. Only the Klamath Basin of southern Oregon had normal conditions. Frozen water drove most waterfowl out and with them raptors dependent upon them. However Bald Eagles in the Wenatchee area subsisted on American Coot and fish left by otters. In some places they fed on carrion. Snow cover caused hardship to small ground feeders and once crusted made survival difficult for game birds, especially quail, which, with flickers, meadowlarks and Red Crossbills, foraged along roadsides with many becoming traffic casualties. The snow also made hunting difficult for rodent-feeders, particularly Barn Owls. Some birds appeared to be unusually inactive and some died of cold and starvation. Small passerines were scarce or absent in some localities. The Walla Walla area reported higher temperatures in the mountains than in the valleys. which could have caused birds to stay at higher elevations. The "northern finches" were low in numbers. Exceptional concentrations of some species occurred, notably Horned Larks and goldfinches. Food for fruit eaters was generally adequate, barely in some areas. Other areas had fruit but no birds to eat it. 

GREBES THROUGH HERONS -- A lone Red-necked Grebe was on the Columbia R., at Brewster, Wash., in late January (SJ). Swan L., Mont., had a W. Grebe Dec. 2 & 4 and one was on the Flathead R.., near Kalispell, Mont., Jan. 20 (G.E.A.S.). Two Pied-billed Grebes were on the Blitzen R. Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., Dec. 23. The Columbia R. had six White Pelicans in the Hanford area. Feb. 7. and ten on Feb. 24 (GS & TF; RF & RK). A mixed-up Black-crowned Night Heron was at Lewiston. Ida, Jan. 6 (EM). An imm.-plumaged Green Heron appeared Dec. 2-4 along the Link R., Klamath Falls, Oreg, where it is very uncommon even in summer (SS). 

WATERFOWL -- Mute Swans wintered at Livingston, Mont., and scattered individuals have spread to Yellowstone N.P. causing concern that they may compete with and adversely affect Trumpeter Swans (RS. fide PDS). One Mute Swan was on Okanagan L., near Vernon. B.C., Feb. 9 (DG) and three were at Kelowna, B.C., Dec. 30 (JG). They are uncommon in interior British Columbia. Whistling Swans wintered in good numbers around Klamath Falls with 850 Dec. 15 and migrant numbers swelled to 3000 in one area there Feb. l0 (SS). Some may have wintered at Malheur N.W.R. One at Salmon, Ida,, Dec. 16 was noteworthy. A swan believed to be a Bewick's was carefully studied at Miller I. near Klamath Falls Feb. 2S and three others may have been hybrid Bewick's x Whistling (SS). Trumpeter Swan numbers at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., rose to a peak of 2S3 adults and 20 cygnets in late February. Two family groups of color-marked birds from Grand Prairie, Alta. wintered there. The Montana-Idaho-Wyoming mid-winter survey found 850± (RRS). More than the usual number wintered at Malheur where 41, including ten imm birds were seen Jan. 4. Three adults were near Springfield, Ida, Dec. 14 (WHS). Canada Geese numbers peaked at 9400± Dec. S at Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida,, but the majority left with the freeze-up. McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., had 25,000± in January and at least 30,000± were between Wilson Cr., and Marlin. Wash., Feb. 28. About 6500, over three times last year's number wintered at Malheur. "Several thousand" wintered in s. Idaho (WHS). Over 800 wintered at Penticton, B.C., in spite of adverse conditions. The Columbia R., at Brewster had a Cackling Goose Jan. 14-Feb. 1 (SJ). A White-fronted Goose wintered with Canadas near Vernon and one was shot at Malheur Dec. 10. Yakima had one Dec. 31 and one was at Richland Feb. 3 (Y.A.S.; REW). This species and Snow Geese number in the thousands in the Klamath Basin by February's end. Malheur had 3500± over Harney L., Feb. 28: some may have wintered there. A few Ross' Geese appeared with Snow Geese in February in the Klamath area (SS). Mallard numbers reached a high of 287,000± at Deer Flat Dec. 13. Ducks, 90% Mallards reached an above-normal peak of 57,000± at McNary N.W.R. in January. A peak of 2000± Green-winged Teal was in the Nampa area Dec. 1. A pair of N. Shovelers was on L. Chelan, Wash., the last week of January (SJ). Some 800 Canvasbacks were between Wilson Cr. and Marlin Feb. 28 (RF). Up to 50 Greater Scaup and up to 100 Ruddy Ducks were on the Columbia R. between Brewster and Pateros, Wash, in late January (SJ). Up to four Greater Scaup were at Klamath Falls Dec. 2-Jan. 14 and the same place had a female Oldsquaw Dec. 16-17 (SS). The only Harlequin Duck reported was a male on Vaseux L., extreme s. British Columbia Dec. 29 (SRC). Single Red-breasted Mergansers appeared at Livingston. Mont., Lewiston. Ida, and Spokane (PDS & CL; EM, JA; THR). 

VULTURES AND HAWKS -- A Turkey Vulture lingered at Deer Flat N.W.R., until Dec. 7 (G.E.A.S.). At least 18 Goshawk sightings were made, mostly in s. British Columbia and n.e. Washington. Sharp-shinned Hawk numbers appeared high but Cooper's Hawks were seldom noted. The latter were in above normal numbers in the Vernon area, however. Red-tailed Hawks, wintering in unusual numbers in the n. Okanagan of British Columbia, apparently suffered toward winter's end; one was found dead and another, nearly so, apparently from starvation (PJ). The Bald Eagle count sponsored by the Nat'l Wildlife Federation tallied 392 birds in Idaho (JH) and 138 in e. Washington (RK). The Klamath Basin of Oregon-California yielded about 610 (SS). The four Gyrfalcon reports received were all from w. Montana and e. Washington. There were 30 Prairie Falcon sightings but only two of Peregrine Falcons. Many more Merlin sightings than usual may indicate an actual increase in this scarce little raptor. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- On the whole these birds came through the winter surprisingly well. A small flock of Sharp-tailed Grouse, extremely unusual in the Missoula Valley, was seen along 1-90 w. of the city (PLW) and three appeared between Wasa and Ft. Steele, B.C., where they are very scarce (MVW). Eight were "budding" in birch trees e. of Bridgeport, Wash., Feb. 11, and Kamloops B.C., had 12 on Jan. 7. In the Lewiston area California Quail and Chukars appeared to have had a hard time, often gathering along roadways. The latter, seldom reported from the Grand Forks, B.C. area, were sighted there Dec. 26 (JG). Mountain Quail were sighted four times along the highway between Riggins and Weiser, Ida, Dec. 23 & 31; many were road-killed. Three were sighted Jan. 20 near Dworshak Dam, Ahsaka, Ida, (EM). Ring-necked Pheasants were actually present in increased numbers in s. Idaho and in the Bozeman area. A small flock of Turkeys was still surviving at Bozeman Pass e. of Bozeman (SC). The species was also reported at Creston, e. of Kalispell, Mont. (F.A.S.), and seven were sighted in the Mt. Hull area, s.e. of Oroville, Wash. (BH). Fifty were seen at Prairie, Ida, on three occasions (PCo). 
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RAILS THROUGH GULLS -- Penticton had two Virginia Rails Dec. 26 (SRC), Vaseux L., one on Dec. 29 0G), and one was along the Snake R., 20 mi w. of Buhl, Ida,, Jan. 28 (DT). A Spotted Sandpiper was along the Link R., Klamath Falls area Feb. 25 and one was along the Mallad R., Gooding Co., Ida, Dec. 27 (DT). Single Greater Yellowlegs were sighted Dec. 17 and Jan. 21 at Klamath Falls and a Lesser Yellowlegs was found there Feb. 25 (SS). The Yakima R. delta, near Richland, Wash., had 14 Least Sandpipers Feb. 18 (REW). Dunlins numbered 45 there Dec. 9, disappeared during the freeze and 18 birds returned Feb. 18 (REW). A late Marbled Godwit was on Lower Klamath N.W.R., Dec. 3 and two very late Am. Avocets were on a frozen marsh at Klamath Falls Dec. 7-16 (SS). Single first-year Glaucous Gulls appeared at Coeur d'Alene, Ida,, Dec. 26 and at Pasco, Wash., Jan. 30 (JWW). In the Klamath Falls area an ad. Glaucous-winged Gull was sighted at three different locations Dec. 13-27; an ad. Mew Gull was there Dec. 13, and three Bonaparte's Gulls Dec. 7 (SS). A Herring Gull was sighted near Creston, Mont., Jan. 18 (WJ & MS). 

ROADRUNNERS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Roadrunner near Caldwell, Ida, Dec. 9 was presumably an escaped bird (PW). Several Barn Owls found dead in the Nampa area were presumed to have starved (G.E.A.S.). One was sighted near Winchester Wasteway e. of Quincy, Wash., Feb. 24 (PC). At least 17 Snowy Owl sightings were reported, all from e. Washington excepting for two from s. British Columbia and one near Marsing, Ida, A Hawk Owl was observed on several dates in January at Cataldo, Ida, (m.ob.). The most southerly Pygmy Owl sightings ever for s. Idaho were of single birds at Prairie Jan. 13 (PCo) and near St. Anthony (RGo). Two Burrowing Owls entered a burrow surrounded by 5-6 in. of fresh snow near Othello, Wash., Jan. 10 (RF & TF). The only Barred Owl reports were of single sightings at Kalispell, Clarkston, Wash., and Kelowna, B.C. (one appeared to be starving). Great Gray Owl sightings were at Grand Forks, B.C.; Island L., between Libby and Kalispell, Mont.; near Tetonia, Ida, and s. of Bozeman. Short-eared Owl numbers appeared very low
     [image: ]Hawk Owl, Cataldo Mission, Idaho, Jan. 28, 1979. Photo/J. F. Acton.
except for a report of 17 in sage brush e. of Withrow, Wash., Dec. 23 and six seen on Jan. 20 by field trip participants in the  Walla Walla area. Saw-whet Owl sightings were distinctly up however. An Anna's Hummingbird survived at a Boise feeder at least until Dec. 30 (G.E.A.S.): three were at Wenatchee Dec. 29 but disappeared during the January "deep freeze" (PC), and the Spokane bird was not seen after Dec. 29 when the thermometer dropped to -22°F. (DS). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH WRENS -- A few Lewis' Woodpeckers apparently wintered at Hamilton, Mont. (CP) and in the Yakima area (Y.A.S.). One was found s.e. of Union. Ore., Dec. 9 (JE) and one was at Brewster, Wash., Jan. 13 (SJ). One was at Rocky Reach Dam n. of Wenatchee Feb. 23 (PC) and Salmon, Ida, had one Dec. 16 (HBR). Two Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers at Pendleton Dec. 26 were most unusual (SRC). A pair of White-headed Woodpeckers was observed s. of Heppner, Oreg, at the Wheeler County line (BC, CC & REW). Ten or more each of Black-backed and N. Three-toed Woodpeckers were present in the Pattee Cr. area burn, 2-3 mi s.w. of Missoula (SF). A concentration of 500 Horned Larks was found 6 mi s.e. of La Grande, Ore., Jan. 27 (JE) and one of 5000 was near Moxee, Wash., Jan. 28 (Y.A.S.). A trip from Colfax to Pasco, Wash., Jan. 30 yielded a total of 1895 along the road eating gravel (IOB & JWW). The only Blue Jay reports were of two along the Little Spokane R., n.w. of Spokane Feb. 25 and one at Kimberley, B.C., feeders all winter (MVW). Common Ravens appeared to be on the increase in the Okanagan of s. British Columbia where at least 500 were at a slaughter house near Armstrong Dec. 30 and seen frequently through the winter (JG). The raven roost at Malheur L., Ore., was again active; >800 birds frequented it in 1977 (ST). Chestnut-backed Chickadees were reported only from the Kalispell area (F.A.S.) and five reported near Millcreek s.e. of Walla Walla Jan. 6 (DM). The only Bushtit reports were of 35 at La Grande, Ore., Jan. 18 (WCD). Two Wrentits at Upper Klamath L., at Howard's Bay Jan. 21 apparently furnished the most northerly record e. of the Cascades (SS). Vaseux L., s. British Columbia, had a Rock Wren Jan. 12 (SRC). 

THRUSHES THROUGH PIPITS -- Varied Thrushes were found wintering in large numbers in e. Washington. At Wenatchee they were "more common than robins"; at Walla Walla they were "in various yards... especially numerous on Whitman Campus" at Lewiston, "many" were seen in town. And on the Spokane Christmas Bird Count they nearly outnumbered Am. Robins. The n. Okanagan had more reports than usual: several were still up in snow-bound country at 4100 ft. Dec. 26. Walla Walla had a Hermit Thrush Dec. 5 (SM) and Richland had one and two on Dec. 16 & 23 respectively (REW). Two W. Bluebirds wintered at Penticton (SRC). At Malheur N.W.R., nine W. Bluebirds were sighted Jan. 24 (BE) and a good buildup of Mountain Bluebirds was occurring at the end of the period. Flocks of Mountain Bluebirds totaling 200± were reported in Owyhee County, Ida, (PK). Three apparently wintered at Rupert (WHS). Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., had a report of three Wheatears: the report "withstood the test of cross examination" but refuge personnel were unable to find the birds to confirm the sighting (JRR). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet was still at Vernon Dec. 4 (MCo) and Parker Heights near Yakima had one Dec. 1 (Y.A.S.). In Idaho the species was noted Feb. 11 at Hagerman fish hatchery and Feb. 18 in the Snake R. canyon n. of Buhl (DT). A Water Pipit was at Hagerman hatchery Jan. 11 (DT) and Nampa had 80 Dec. 9 (G.E.A.S.). One was along the Snake R. near Asotin. Wash. Jan. 27 and 13 were along the Clearwater R., in Lewiston Jan. 30 (EM & RG). A late report was of two Sprague's Pipits observed and photographed in an alpine meadow at Wilcox Mt., near the Ice Field Center, Jasper N.P., Aug. 9 (THG). 

WAXWINGS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- Bohemian Waxwing numbers seemed about average in most localities. However Spokane reported a flock of 10,000± and Boise had a flock of 400 which is large for that area (LM). Some 2000± arrived at Helena in November but numbers dropped drastically, probably owing to poor food supply, then rose again to 1000± in February. Cedar Waxwings wintered in more than usual numbers. La Grande, Ore. reported 300 on Feb. 10 (WCD) and Spokane had occasional flocks of up to 50. Twenty-five were seen Feb. 1 at Malheur; they are considered occasional in s.e. Oregon in winter (ST). An Orange-crowned Warbler was studied from 10 ft. along the Link R. at Klamath Falls Dec. 13 & 28 (SS). A Yellow-rumped Warbler was near Kalispell Dec. 13-14 (BR). A few Yellow-headed Blackbirds wintered with other blackbird species in the Klamath Basin (SS) and six were found in Gooding County. Ida, Jan. 18 (DT). A very late male was near Vernon Dec. 2 (JB). Brewer's Blackbirds apparently wintered in the Kalispell area (F.A.S.). A Com. Grackle wintered at a Bozeman feeder (ETH & RAH). 

FINCHES -- The Brambling at Swan L., Mont., was seen until Dec. 3 (F.A.S.). Evening Grosbeaks were absent nearly everywhere. Only Kimberley B.C., reported near normal numbers. At Spokane they were virtually absent until late February; 350± appeared along the Little Spokane R. Feb. 25. Cassin's Finch was scarce or absent except in the Okanagan where they were unusually common. Three House Finches at Salmon, Ida,, Dec. 16 were noteworthy (HBR). Bozeman reported no sightings. Pine Grosbeaks were rarely seen and Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were observed only along the Blackfoot R., n.e. of Missoula in January (AB); 50 near Cascade, Ida, Feb. 10 (MC & ZC), and two birds s.w. of Walla Walla, Feb. 4 (JO). Common Redpolls were virtually absent. Noteworthy were 3-4 at a Kennewick, Wash. feeder in early January (JD). Pine Siskins were "superabundant" in Douglas-fir stands across s. British Columbia; estimates placed the total population above one million (JG). Red Crossbill occurrences were spotty, this perhaps related to their common appearances in s. British Columbia Douglas fir forests. White-winged Crossbills were abundant in subalpine forests of spruce and in hemlock stands of the "wet belt" of British Columbia. Singing and courtship feeding were observed at Vernon Jan. 12 (JG). Elsewhere they were reported only in the Pattee Cr. burn, near Missoula: at Swan L., e. of Bigfork, Mont., and at Polebridge Ranger Station, Glacier N.P., Montana.
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SPARROWS -- A flock of 30-40 Tree Sparrows frequented a Hamilton feeder all winter and the Rexburg area had many times their usual numbers. Harris' Sparrow sightings were sparse. One wintered at a feeder near Vernon (JG) as did one at Livingston (CL) and one was at Penticton, B.C., Dec. 27 (SRC). An imm. bird appeared at Imnaha, Ore., Feb. 3 (FC & JE) and one visited a feeder near Spokane Dec. 30 and Jan. 13 (SAS). White-crowned Sparrows were reported for Kalispell, Nampa, Rupert, Ida, and Yakima, Brewster, and Clarkston, Wash. The only Golden-crowned Sparrows were an adult at L. Lowell near Nampa Dec. 21, (DT) and two at Boise Feb. 12 (HR). A White-throated Sparrow wintered at a Livingston feeder (CL) and one wintered at Polebridge Ranger Station, Glacier N.P. (SB; JD & CM). Lewiston had Fox Sparrows Jan. 6 (C.B.) and singles appeared at Yakima Jan. 18 and near Moxee, Wash., Jan. 28 (Y.A.S.). One in Richland Jan. 28 was only Bob Woodley's fourth. A Lincoln's Sparrow was spotted in mid-January near Brewster, Wash. (SJ) and one or possibly two wintered along the Link R., near Klamath Falls (SS). Twin Falls County, Ida, had 1-4 Lapland Longspurs in late January and early February (DT). Snow Buntings mostly appeared in small numbers excepting a flock of 70 at Sullivan Meadows 8 mi. s. of Polebridge, Mont. (SB) and one of 500 near Helena Feb. 8 (SM). The birds reached as far s. as Nampa (G.E.A.S.). 

ADDENDA -- A remarkable record was of a Caracara, tardily reported, at L. Owyhee, Malheur Co., Ore., about May 3, 1978 (fide CHT). Belatedly, a report came in of a Wheatear observed and photographed at Malheur N.W.R., June 22, 1977 (RFR). 
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The Winter Season, 1978-79

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.

Colder and drier weather than usual for the Region continued through to January. Temperatures at the Seattle, Portland, and Medford stations averaged about 4°F below normal for the two months. Precipitation was about three inches lower per month than usual. From late December to early January the daily maximum stayed at or below freezing. Such an extended period of cold is unusual, and it furthermore included 1.5 inches of rain in the Portland area January 9-11 which coated the landscape with ice. Temperatures warmed thereafter and normal rainfall returned in February. There were several noticeable effects of the cold weather: considerable duck mortality at Sauvie's Island near Portland, a dramatic influx of sapsuckers to the lowland and urban areas. A temporary absence of small insectivorous species such as Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Townsend's Warblers, and a subsequent near absence of resident land birds from several well studied islands offshore the northwestern Washington coast. 
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Cessation of morning song and some apparent roosting behavior were widely noted the morning of February 26 during the total solar eclipse. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- There were detailed reports this season of seven Yellow-billed Loons in upper Puget Sound and in s. British Columbia, and two others at Prince Rupert, B.C. At least three of these were seen almost weekly throughout the period. Red-necked Grebes were found in greater than usual numbers on the s. Oregon coast, whereas, the normally uncommon Eared Grebe was almost absent throughout the Region. Otherwise loon and grebe species were reported in their usual numbers. On Dec. 14 ca. 200 mi w. of Tillamook, Oreg, SJ found one or two Black-footed Albatrosses and two Laysan Albatrosses. By the next day ca. 50 mi off Grays Harbor, Wash., there were 10 Black-footeds and two Laysans. In the same location there were about five N. Fulmars and a Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Dec. 15. On Dec. 13, while 350 mi w. of s. Oregon, (SJ) had two sightings of the Mottled Petrel (†SJ). Another Laysan Albatross, four Black-footed Albatrosses, and a few N. Fulmars were off Oregon Jan. 4 (TW). Another N. Fulmar was over Swiftsure Banks off Vancouver I., B.C. (hereafter, V.I.). Dec. 16 (SJ). Six small shearwaters, the one seen well a Short-tailed, were in the Strait of Juan de Fuca just s. of Discovery I., V.I. Jan. 17 (WC. fide VG). Fewer Green Herons than usual were found wintering in Washington, and none was reported from British Columbia. The only Cattle Egrets reported were one along the Sixes R., near Port Orford, Oreg, in early December (D & JR, fide AC) and three near Longview, Wash.. Jan. 3 (GS, fide SSa). There were fewer Great Egrets than usual on the Oregon coast, but more than normal in the Willamette Valley. North of the Columbia R. a Great Egret wintered in Olympia, Wash., and one appeared near Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 19 (fide A & JG). Single Snowy Egrets at Coos Bay and at Bandon, Oreg, apparently wintered (fide AC & DF). The five and eight Black-crowned Night Herons on the Coos Bay and Portland Christmas Bird Counts (hereafter, CBC), were usual. The species is much scarcer farther n.; single adults were at Grays Harbor Dec. 16 (CB, ME) and near Carnation, King Co., Wash., Feb. 11 (ME). American Bitterns were widely reported from Oregon and Washington. and n. to Sea I. and Reifel Ref. near Vancouver, B.C., in January (GA, VG). 

SWANS, GEESE, AND DUCKS – Several thousand Whistling Swans wintered in the Willamette Valley of Oregon this season, a much higher than usual population level. About 250 were on the Skagit flats, Wash. (DP, TWL and several dozen were in mixed flocks with Trumpeters in s. British Columbia. Trumpeter Swans were in their usual numbers and locations, with 200+ near Mt. Vernon, Wash., scattered smaller flocks in n.w. Washington and s. British Columbia, and one or two with Whistling Swans on Sauvie's I. near Portland. Three Emperor Geese were reported: one Dec. 2 & Feb. 22 at Sauvie's I. (JGi, fide HN; B & DJu, fide SSa), one at Nehalem Oct. 15 - Feb. 28+ (m.ob. JGi, ph.) and one at Leadbetter Pt., Wash., from Feb. 20 on (SA. DN, ph.: RW). White-fronted Geese were found at four localities in s. British Columbia with the flock of 19 at Somenos flats. Duncan. V.I. Dec. 20-30 (JC et al.), the largest noted. Farther s., the only reports were of three near Sequim, Wash., Dec. 17 (DSm) and one in Eugene. Oreg, through the period (SG, AC). An imm. "Blue" Goose wintered with a few Snow Geese near Tacoma (†CC) for only the second w. Washington record. An ad. Ross' Goose was observed from the Sea I. jetty near Vancouver, B.C. Jan. 30 (WC, fide VB). Five individuals of the introduced Black Duck population near Everett, Wash. were found in that area during January. Small groups of up to 14 Gadwall wintered in a few localities on s. V.I. (fide VG) through January. In February, 24-44 were present at the same locations, and two males were found farther n., at Cowichan Bay. V.I. Feb. 10 (JC), indicating an early spring movement. In addition to a few Cinnamon Teal found on CBCs. there was a pair near Seattle Feb. 4, with several other blue-winged type teal (EH, BMe). Migrant Cinnamon Teal appeared on schedule in s.w. Oregon in mid-February (fide AC) and at Sauvie's I., in late February (HN). Four male Blue-winged Teal were at Forest Grove. Oreg, Dec. 3 (GW. fide HN). Five Eur. Green-winged Teal were noted: two in the Vancouver area Jan. 7 - Feb. 5 (JI, BS, DK}, two on s. V.I., Jan. 9 & 20 (VG, RSa) and one on Sauvie's I., Feb. 14 (MS, fide HN). All but a very few of the reports of this form for the Region are after mid-December. A male Falcated Teal was shot Jan. 3 at Willapa Bay, Wash. (KG. fide JWe). The specimen was mounted and photographed and represents the first Washington state record, pending Record Committee assessment of possible escapee origin. The usual numbers of Eur. Wigeons were found. The high counts were 14, Sauvie's I. Dec. 24. near Portland Dec. 30, and on the Samish flats, Wash., Feb. 17-25 (MM, DP), and 13 in Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 19 (fide GA). The regular winter concentration of Redheads at Coos Bay numbered 375 Dec. 16 (DF et al.), elsewhere no more than eight were reported at any of a dozen localities. As last year, the main Canvasback concentration was the 1500 at Yaquina Bay (DF; BO, fide HN). A male Tufted Duck, with just the beginning of a tuft, was at the Everett sewage ponds Feb. 18-27 (†EH, DP, B & PE et al.). Several hundred Barrow's Goldeneyes again stayed on Capitol L., Olympia during December (G & WH). A young male King Elder was seen at Pt. Roberts, Wash. Jan. 1 & 15 (V & HH. fide GA; †DP, TW, KW) for about the seventh record for Washington. More Black Scoters than usual
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were reported from coastal Oregon this winter (AC, DF, HN)

RAPTORS THROUGH RAILS -- An imm. Turkey Vulture attempted to winter at Roseburg, Oreg, but died during the January freeze, despite supplemental feeding by a farmer (fide FP). Another immature was seen several times in Ladner, B.C., Dec. 23 - Feb. 1 (DW, KF et al.). Apparent migrants at Duncan, V.I., Jan. 28 (JC, JWo) and at Reedsport, Oreg, Feb. 8 (EWS) were both considered very early. The overall count of wintering White-tailed Kites in Oregon remained near last year’s levels, although pairs were found in several new areas. About 20 White-tailed Kites utilized an evening roost at Fern Ridge Res, through the winter (AC, HN). Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks were widely reported in good numbers. There were also nine Goshawk sightings. An ad. Red-shouldered Hawk near the Eugene airport Jan. 1-22 (SGr, AC et al.) was well n. of its usual range to n.-c. California. Also an imm. Red-shouldered was hit by a car near Langlois, Curry Co., Oreg, Jan. 28, and recovered live (DR, ph.). These records, which possibly document a natural range expansion, are seriously clouded, however, by the release this fall of three Red-shouldered Hawks in Grants Pass, Oreg, by (DSi, fide AC). Red-tailed Hawks wintered in good numbers, with 368 on the Dallas, Oreg, CBC, more than doubling the high CBC tally for the state. Single Harlan's Red-tailed Hawks wintered on the Skagit flats (MM, AN) and on Sauvie's I. (HN et al.). Others were found during December on the Nisqually N.W.R. (BHT) and the Lummi flats w. of Bellingham (PD, fide TW). Observers throughout the Region commented on the reduced numbers or absence of Rough-legged Hawks. 
S.A.
During Jan. 13-27, RK of the Wash. Dept. of Game coordinated several hundred observers in conducting a survey of all known Bald Eagle wintering areas in Washington. A similar census was compiled in s. British Columbia by A&JG and in Oregon (fide HN). A count of 4200± Bald Eagles was totaled. The 1214 around Squamish, B.C., was the high concentration, and 814 were at Harrison Bay, B.C. The combined total of these two localities is triple that of last year. Allowing for duplication, 988 were found in w. Washington, with 381 along the Skagit R., and 107 along the Nooksack R., and 900+_ were found in w. Oregon. Reports of ones and twos were very widespread.

An Osprey was at Nisqually N.W.R., Jan. 4 & Feb. 4 (CC, RK, AD) and another was in Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 6 (BL, fide A&JG). The increase in Peregrine reports continued from fall into winter, with 34 scattered throughout the Region. Three Gyrfalcons were reported, one each in British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon during December. Merlins, kestrels, and Marsh Hawks were noted in normal numbers. A few Virginia Rails wintered as usual, and the several January records indicate that most survived the late December freeze. Four at Seattle Dec 30 was the highest count, and one was out of place on Tatoosh I., off Cape Flattery, Wash., Dec. 28 (DB). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Several Semipalmated Plovers were still at Grays Harbor, Wash., and Coos Bay and Siletz Bay, Oreg, in mid- December. Singles were in Seattle Jan. 6 (EH) and near Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 6-8 (JI, fide GA) for very late records. About 30 Snowy Plovers were at Coos Bay through the season (AM). One to three Ruddy Turnstones, wintered n. to V.I., Vancouver, B.C., and the Lummi flats, Wash., (TW, †MD). A dozen Long-billed Curlews at Tokeland, Wash., Feb. 15 were most surprising (BHT, JB). Groups of 2-3 Whimbrels wintered at Coos Bay and Yaquina Bay as usual, also n. to Grays Harbor and along the Straits of Juan de Fuca (GVV, SSm), with two off Saanich Feb. 8 (KT, fide VG). A flock of 30± Willets was again at the North R., on Willapa Bay during February (G & WH et al.), and about 12 were in Newport, Oreg, also in February (SG, RL). A Wandering Tattler was late at Seal Rock, Oreg, Dec. 20 (DF, DI, JE), as were single Red Knots at Ocean Shores Dec. 16 (DP) and at Oak Bay, V.I., Dec. 19 (†LR, fide VG). Least Sandpipers stayed through the season to at least mid-February: one was in Victoria Feb. 2-3 (RSa, M & VG), three were in Port Angeles, Wash., Feb. 14 (KK), and 25 were on the Skagit flats Feb. 17 (DP et al.). Western Sandpipers were well represented as usual on the Washington and Oregon CBCs, with fewer seen thereafter. Two short-billed, gray-backed peep found Jan. 1-8 at C. Saanich, V.I. (JiW, MB, VG, RSa: †JT) are considered unidentifiable. There are only two winter records of W. Sandpiper on V.I. (VG), and none for the entire Region of Semipalmated. All Dowitchers identified to species Were Long-billed, with most reports in December. The 116 Long-billeds at Westport Dec. 10-16 (BHT) was the high count, and two were in Oak- Bay, V.I., Feb. 7 (WC, HC, fide VG). Marbled Godwits wintered unusually far n., and in high numbers: 30 at the North R., Dec. 22 (EP), 53 at Tokeland Feb. 15 (BHT, JB), and two throughout the period at Cadboro Bay, Saanich (fide VG). Greater Yellowlegs, Rock Sandpiper, and Dunlin wintered throughout and in their usual numbers. 

GULLS THROUGH ALCIDS -- There were reports of about 24 Glaucous Gulls this season, which is a few more than last year, despite their absence from several of their usual Puget Sound dump locales. As usual, very few of these were adults, and a first-year bird at Florence, Oreg, Feb. 19 (HN) and a second-year bird inland at Eugene Jan. 21 & Feb. 9 (†SG) were the farthest s. The single W. Gulls seen on three occasions in the Vancouver area (JI, G & WA, BS) were the most northerly reported. Hybrid Glaucous-winged X Western Gulls continue to be noted; 33 were counted at Grays Harbor Dec. 16 (BHT, DP, EH, G & WH), 16 were in Seattle Dec. 30 (DP), and several were in Eugene Jan. 1 (TL). Wherever in Puget Sound that Thayer's and Herring gulls are carefully identified, Thayer's is found to be the predominant wintering species. For example, the careful reports by VG this season showed 640± Thayer's Gulls to 40+ Herrings on s. V.I. On the outer coast, however, the Herring Gull is more numerous (BHT, EH). The 4060 California Gulls at Portland Dec. 30 was double the previous statewide high count for CBCs. As last winter very few Bonaparte's Gulls were reported except around s. V.I., where 6000± moved N off Saanich Dec. 27 (VG) and several hundred were present Dec. 10 & Jan. 27 (RSa, fide VG) An imm. Sabine's Gull was seen off Cape Arago, Oreg, Dec. 17 (†AC). About ten Black-legged Kittiwakes were 75 mi w. of Grays Harbor Dec. 15 (SJ) and in Westport Feb. 9 (G & WH), smaller numbers were seen throughout the Region during December and February. Hundreds of Ancient Murrelets were seen off s. V.I. through the season (fide VG), and flocks of up to 50 were around the San Juan I., and in n. Puget Sound (TW, DP et al.). A single Tufted Puffin was 200 mi w. of Tillamook, Oreg, Dec. 14 (SJ) and about six Tufted Puffins and one Horned Puffin were seen 75 mi w. of Grays Harbor Dec. 15 (SJ). Another Horned Puffin was found dead on the beach at Dungeness spit, Wash., Jan. 28 (KK). There are less than a dozen records of the Horned Puffin for Washington, and very few winter records of the Tufted Puffin. 

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Relatively few Snowy Owls were present this winter. The 22 on the Ladner CBC, Dec. 17 was the high count, and one at the S.J.C.R., through the period was the only reported from Oregon (DF, HN). A Spotted Owl was found m s.w. Mt. Rainier N.P., Feb. 5 (RT). Single Burrowing Owls were at Gold Beach, Oreg, Jan. 1 (D & JR, fide HN) and at the Eugene airport from late January on (AC et al.). A Barred Owl was located in Campbell River P., S. Langley, B.C., Dec. 30 (TH, KB, fide GA), and another was seen and heard Feb. 18 & 25 at the established site on Bacus Hill, e. of Sedro Woolley, Wash. (EH et al.). Several Selasphorus sp. hummingbirds were found very late; singles were in Seattle Dec. 12 (MK, ES, ph.), and at Tillamook Dec. 16 (fide HN), and two were in Salem Dec. 30 (fide SG) A male Rufous Hummingbird arrived in Seattle by Feb. 11 (B & GRe), a slightly early date Anna's Hummingbirds continue to be found in new localities, and a female was collecting nest material in Langford, V.I., Feb. 21 (G & TBr, fide VG). The "Red-breasted" Yellow-bellied Sapsucker staged a remarkable influx into lowland areas of the Region Dec. 29-Jan. 1. Normally very sparsely reported, there were 58 on the Eugene CBC, Jan. 1, 25 on the Seattle CBC, Dec. 30, 23 at Ocean Shores, Wash, seen by two observers (DP, SD) Jan. 1, and up to a dozen in a day were reported then from Stanley P., Vancouver, B.C., Sequim, Wash, and Cottage Grove, Oreg, The influx followed several unusually cold days during which the temperature did not rise above freezing. After a warming trend in early January, a few single sapsuckers were seen through mid-January, and then the species returned to its usual obscurity. A Williamson's Sapsucker was brought m by a housecat Dec. 30 near Battleground, Clark Co., Wash., for the first winter record for the state (SSi, fide HN*). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH PIPITS -- A pair of Black Phoebes was at the Denman Game Management Area just n. of Medford, 
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Oreg. Jan. 27 (OS), for a new location for this species in the Region. A Horned Lark spent the season at Clover Pt., Victoria (fide VG), and a flock of 50 found at the Eugene airport Feb. 5 (TL, DF) was unusual. Very early Violet-green Swallows were near Aldergrove, B.C. Jan. 14 (GRy, fide A & JG) and in Seattle Feb. 17 (SH). Otherwise both Tree and Violet-green swallows arrived on schedule in late February. No Blue Jays were found in the Region this winter. The Scrub Jay found last year in Seattle was still present this winter. A Boreal Chickadee was found in a flock of Chestnut-backeds Jan. 22 in Cypress P.P. near Vancouver (BS) for one of very few winter records for the area. During the early January cold a flock of Bushtits moved into a garage at night in Newberg, Oreg, (CR). Two White-breasted Nuthatches wintered at Scatter Cr. Ref., s. of Olympia, Wash, (CC). Five pair of Dippers were seen along the Rogue R., Oreg, Feb. 11, one of which was already actively nest-building (OS). Wrentits continued their residence in the Willamette Valley of Oregon n. at least to Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis (AC.GG). Single Mockingbirds were noted at Tillamook Dec. 16 (fide HN) and at Salem, Oreg, Jan. 14 (TC). More than usual Hermit Thrushes were found this winter on the Oregon coast (DF) and numbers on V.I. were threefold those of last winter (VG). Eleven W. Bluebirds at Coos Bay Dec. 17 (AM) were the first ever for the CBC there, but only 25 were counted on the Medford CBC, down from last year and far below counts during the early 1970s. Several flocks of from 30 to several hundred Water Pipits were reported, and many smaller groups were scattered throughout the Region n. to Cowichan Bay (JC). 

WAXWINGS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- As last winter, Cedar Waxwings were scarce or absent, except in the Willamette Valley, where several hundred were counted in the Eugene and Roseburg areas (AC, FP). A Bohemian Waxwing at North Bend, Oreg, Jan. 1, was most unusual (BG, fide AM). There was a coincidence of other reports of this species for Jan. 25-26; 300± were found at Terrace, B.C. (WC, fide VG), seven in w. Vancouver, B.C. (BS) and one near Vancouver, Wash. (DJo). A Loggerhead Shrike wintered at Sea I. near Vancouver, B.C. (GA et al.). Northern Shrikes were somewhat scarcer than usual this season in s. British Columbia and w. Washington and almost absent from w. Oregon. Single Orange-crowned Warblers wintered n. to Sequim (WS) and Bellingham, Wash. (TW). A late Black-throated Gray Warbler was in the Coos Bay area Dec. 17 (fide HN). There were many reports of Townsend's Warblers during December, several in the Vancouver area and on s. V.I., with 10 on the Grays Harbor CBC, being the high count. During January there were only two reports; seven in Discovery P., Seattle Jan. 14 (NW, SH), and one in Eugene in late January (AC). Three Palm Warblers were reported: one Dec. 10 at Westport (BHT), one Dec. 17 at Ocean Shores, Wash. (EH), and two Dec. 25 in Saanich, V.I. (DSt. fide VG). A Northern Waterthrush flew against a window e. of Seattle Dec. 30 (C & CF, TBo, *U.W.) for only the fourth record for w. Washington, all in winter. Are rare birds killed preferentially against the windows of the relatively few Audubon Society members, or are we missing a significant source of information A male Yellow-headed Blackbird wintered in Saanich (fide VG), a female was s.w. of Vancouver, B.C., Jan. 14 (G & WA) & Feb. 18 (JWi), and a male was on Sauvie's I., Feb. 20 (RSm, fide HN). Two Rusty Blackbirds were picked out, one Dec. 23 in Duncan, V.I. (JC) and one Dec. 31 near Bellingham, Wash. (EH). A female Hooded Oriole stayed around a Eugene feeder Dec. 24-Feb. 28+ (LMa, AC; LMc.) photos showing decurved bill and extensive yellow underparts). 

FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- A flock of 82 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches at Surrey. B.C., Jan. 1 (GRy, fide GA) was the only report for that species, as was the group of five redpolls on Samish I., Wash., Feb. 24 (TW). Only scattered small flocks of Pine Siskins were noted, with many locations reporting their near absence. Red Crossbills were well reported only from s. V.L Elsewhere there were only two each at Coos Bay Dec. 17 (AM), Bellingham Dec. 31 (fide TW), and Sequim, Wash., Feb. 21 (KK). A Vesper Sparrow attended a feeder in Portland from early February into March (JL, HN) for a very unusual winter record. There were eight Tree Sparrows reported; four at Sea I., B.C. (GA) and one s. to Portland Dec. 30 (fide HN). One Chipping Sparrow wintered in Eugene (AC) and two were on the Sauvie's I. CBC, Dec. 24 (DI). Single Harris' Sparrows were found throughout the season at Sea I., B.C., on the Skagit flats and in Seattle. Wash., and at feeders in Forest Grove and Roseburg, Oreg, There were reports of 14± wintering White-throated Sparrows, which is near normal for the Region. Several Oregon observers commented on the high numbers of Fox Sparrows present this winter, and the 441 in Eugene Jan. 1, was a new statewide CBC high count by 85%. Three Lincoln's Sparrows wintered at Duncan. V.I. (JC). A Swamp Sparrow Jan. 1 at the Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, was Oregon's ninth record (fide LMc). Small groups of Lapland Longspurs were scattered in the Region: the 27 at Grays Harbor Dec. 16 (fide BHT) was the high
           [image: ]McKay's Bunting with flock of Snow Buntings, Ocean Shores, Wash., Jan. 9, 1979. Photo/P. W. Mattocks, Jr.

count. A Snow Bunting at the Eugene airport Feb. 4 (TL, DF) was only the second local record and the farthest s. this winter. Several wintered at Tillamook and the S.J.C.R. and a flock of 35± wintered at Ocean Shores, Wash. The birds of the season were the two McKay's Buntings found Dec. 16 at Ocean Shores (G & WH; EP, SP). One still in perfect breeding plumage was found alone at the base of the jetty Dec. 16-18 (AR, BMc). The other had some traces of winter rust and was seen with the Snow Bunting flock by dozens of observers through March 3. There was no evidence of prior captivity, and several photographs (DP, ES, PM) and excellent feather-by-feather written descriptions are on file (†EH, †MM, †DE). This is of course the first record for Washington and probably also for anywhere away from the Bering Sea. 

CITED OBSERVERS: and abbreviations, with sub-regional editors in boldface. Gerry and Wendy Ansell, Scott Atkinson, Kevin Bell, Mike Bentley Thais Bock (TBo), Dee Boersma, Cathy Bolles, Gwen and Tom Briggs (G & TBr), John Bulger, Wayne Campbell, H. R. Carter, Chris Chappell, John Comer, Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Susan Dallum, Paul DeBruyn, Michael Donahue, Alison Duryee, Marc Eisdorfer, Joe Evanich, Bob and Pat Evans, Cal and Charlotte Fanders, David Fix, Kathleen Fry, Jeff Gilligan (JGi), Greg Gillson, Margaret and Vic Goodwill, Steve Gordon (SG), Ai and Jude Grass (A & JG), Ken Greenfield, Sayre Greenfield (SGr), Barbara Griffin, Terry Hammell, Bill Harrington-Tweit (BHT), V. and H. Hesse, Sue Hills, Glen and Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Bob Hutchison, John Ireland, David Irons, Stuart Johnston, Don Jole (DJo), Brian and Doris Justus (B & DJu), Meredith Kangley, Rick Knight. Ken Knittie. Robert Lucas. Brian Luck. Tom Lund, Jim Lyons, Bruce MacDonald (BMc), Lela Mays (LMa), Alan McGie, Larry McOueen (LMc), Brien Meilleur (BMe), Mike Moore, Harry Nehls, Darryl Nelson, Audrey Newman, Bob Olson. Fred Parker. Dennis Paulson, Evelyn Peaslee, Susan Peaslee, Bill and Geness Reichert (B & GRe), Alan Richards, Craig Roberts, Leila Roberts, Dennis and Jim Rogers, Glen Ryder (GRy), Ron Satterfieid (RSa), Susan Saul (SSa), Barry Sauppe, Mike Shiral, Dave Sidden (DSi), Susan Signor (SSi), Dory and Stan Smith (D & SSm). Richard Smith (RSm). Ernie Spragg, Dave Stirling (DSt), Gary Suhadolnik, Wally Sumner, Otis Swisher, Jeremy Tatum, Keith Taylor, Ron Toohen, Gus Van Vliet (GVV), Terry Wahl, Glenn Walthall, Joe Welch (JWe), E.G. White-swift (EWS). Nat Wheelwright, Ralph Widrig, Jack Williams (JWi), Doug Wilson, Jim Wilson (JiW), Ken Wilson, Joe Woodcock (JWo), (†) = written description on file, (S.J.C.R.) = South jetty of the Columbia R., Oreg, (V.I.) = Vancouver I., B.C.



Spring Migration, 1979

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

Weather in the Region, normally abnormal, ran true to form. March was warm and pleasant but generally turned cold and stormy the last week, delaying the early migration is some areas. April in the northern Rockies was generally cool and wet but much of eastern Washington tended to be dry, as was May in most localities. Water conditions at wildlife refuges were reported excellent but the snowpack in the mountains appeared below normal, leaving summer water supply somewhat in doubt. Many migrants at Chewelah in northeastern Washington arrived early but the birds' timetable apparently was little altered by the weather in most localities. 

LOONS, GREBES -- Common Loons in the Kimberley, B.C., area seemed to be coming back to their regular haunts and breeding in spite of increasing numbers of campers and fishermen. Red-necked Grebe pairs again appeared at Little Sweden Marsh near Waits L., Chewelah, Wash. (JN). The birds appeared on three lakes in Okanogan County, Wash., and at Moses L., Wash., for a total of eight. One bird of this species, very rare in the Helena, Mont. area, was at L. Helena causeway Apr. 20 (LT, ST). The species was down to 15 from 25 last year at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida, The only other reports were of one on the Clearwater R., in Lewiston, Ida, and a total of six at three points on Coeur d'Alene and Benewah L., Ida, (C.B.; SGS, MK, P.A.S.). A few W. Grebes were noted in s. Idaho, w. Montana, s.e. Oregon and e. Washington. 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS -- White Pelicans were reported plentiful on the Snake R., in the Rupert, Ida,, vicinity and up to eight were at Ft. Boise W.M.A., near Boise, Ida, (JHe, NHe, RM). Wallula, Wash., had ten Apr. 12 (CFI). At Malheur N.W.R., Burns., Ore., the birds appeared to be in good breeding condition. A pair of Double-crested Cormorants was at Meadow L., near Malaga, 7 mi s.e. of Wenatchee, Wash., May 22 (PWC). This is apparently a new locality for the species. The birds seemed 
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to be doing well in s. Idaho, where 56 were banded May 23 at Minidoka N.WR A new colony appeared at the upper end of Am. Falls Res. but the colony at Blackfoot Res., destroyed by human interference last year, failed to reestablish itself. Mud Lake W.M.A., Hamer, Ida, had a good colony that was showing no eggshell thinning (CHT). 

HERONS, EGRETS -- A Great Blue heronry at Potholes Res., Grant Co., Wash., comprised 250 pairs and one along the Yakima R, at Satus Cr., had 90 birds (RF). Cattle Egrets numbered about the same as last year, 4-8, at Minidoka N.W.R. (WHS; CHT). One along Lower Klamath L., near the California border provided one of very few records for that area (SS) and one appeared near Hamer, Ida, May 19 close to where one was found in June, 1978 (DH). Three pairs of Great Egrets were nesting in the heronry at Potholes Res. (RF) and one was sen at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., May 20 (RH, REW). One appeared at a heronry in Wallowa County, Ore, May 30 (O.F.W.). Some Black-crowned Night Heron and Snowy Egret colonies in s. Idaho were showing eggshell thinning but several colonies including those at Minidoka and Mud L., appeared healthy. Fort Boise had a Snowy Egret Apr. 16 (RM). Sixty-one Black-crowned Night Herons were banded at a heron exclosure at a trout farm, where nets over the ponds are apparently taking the place of illegal shooting (CHT). Potholes Res., in c. Washington had 500± pairs (RF). White-faced Ibises seemed to be establishing a substantial breeding area at Market L., Ida, (DH), and Minidoka N.W.R., had 50 on May 21 (WHS).

WATERFOWL -- Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., registered a good waterfowl migration with at least 300,000 birds using the Harney basin in mid-March (STh). No Whistling Swan comment was received from Malheur but up to 400 stopped at Cave L., and 65 at the Coeur d' Alene R. mouth, Kootenai Co., Ida, Conley L., e. of La Grande, Ore., had 100 and the Spangle, Wash. area reported 45. Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida, reported a peak of only SO and remarked that Creston W.M.A., in British Columbia had recorded similar declines (LDN). Nampa, Ida, had a peak of 89 (G.E.A.S.) and SO stopped near Warm Springs, Mont. (PSc). The birds were not reported as stopping this spring in the Pocatello area but 106 flew over Mar. 23 (CHT). The May population of Trumpeter Swans for the Centennial Valley around Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., was 266, 173 of them on the refuge itself. An aerial survey revealed 46 active nests on the refuge and five outside of it (RRS). Up to 100 of the birds were on a sump pond near Boulder, Mont., Mar. 26 (NN). At Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., the peak was only eight. Canada Geese nesting was reported principally from Malheur, which had 750 pairs and which was low for there. Nesting success there was 43% At Kootenai N.W.R., 19 broods hatched compared to last year's 11. Turnbull N.W.R., had 300-400 adults. Conley L., La Grande, Ore, hosted 2500 White-fronted Geese Mar. 29 (JE) and Ft. Boise, Ida, had 300. Malheur had 35,000 Snow Geese and 9000 Ross' at mid-March. A blue phase Ross' Goose appeared near Burns, Ore., Apr. 18 (STh) and another was with 3000-5000 Ross' at Miller I., near Klamath Falls, Ore, In mid-April (SS) Numbers of migrant ducks at Kootenai N.W.R., dipped, mostly owing to the decline of Pintails to 3500 from 11,000 in 1978. Six Eur. Wigeon were with thousands of Am. Wigeon in late March at Lower Klamath N.W.R. (SS). Three at Metcalf Ref., Stevensville, Mont., were noteworthy (fide CP). A very few appeared in the vicinity of Spokane. The Salmon, Ida, area had a flock of 800-1000 N. Shovelers, Roberts largest concentration ever. A Wood Duck with a brood of 11 was sighted near Winthrop, Wash., close to where the species wintered (RF). Turnbull N.W.R., had a peak of 210 Canvasbacks and 66, mostly males, at L. Helena were the most there since 197S (SM). A Barrow's Goldeneye at Salmon Apr. 21 was noteworthy (HBR). Glacier N.P., Mont., had its earliest-ever sighting of a Harlequin Duck Mar. 30 on the n. fork of the Flathead R., s. of Polebridge, and one on Upper McDonald Cr., in the park May 6 wore two yellow leg bands (SJB). Okanogan County, Wash., had three sightings of the species, two of them in the Winthrop area, the other at Wells Dam (RF). The Nampa area had two White-winged Scoters May 6 and the species was seen at Ft. Boise (JHe). Bruneau S.P., Owyhee Co., Ida, had six Red-breasted Mergansers Mar. 29 and nearby C.J. Strike dam counted 18 in April (JSM). 

VULTURES, HAWKS -- Fourteen sightings of Turkey Vulture in Washington included 13 individuals at Rimrock L., Yakima Co., and 13 more at Bonnie L., Spokane Co., near April's end. Swainson’s Hawk sightings were fairly common in e. Washington, with a few in e. Oregon and s. Idaho and one at Boulder, Mont. Ferruginous Hawk sightings were up in e. Washington, probably owing to better coverage. Several nests were found, including five in the Juniper Forest s. of Connell (B.L.M.). The Salmon Falls Project, Twin Falls Co., Ida, reported six sightings and four active nests (I.F.G.). Golden Eagle nests in Ferry and Stevens Counties, Wash., were noted as "operating normally" (JN). Three resident ad. Bald Eagles were reported at Wasa L., near Kimberley, B.C. (MVW). Up to 100 were moving through Harney Basin, Malheur N.W.R. Six, including two probably nesting, were noted on Pend Oreille L., n. Idaho (DC). A pair at the traditional nesting site about 70 mi from Helena had two nestlings (VY). McNary N.W.R. had an Osprey May 22 (JC). The only Gyrfalcon report was of one Mar. 8, for the second consecutive year, in e. Washington (JA). Two sightings of single Peregrine Falcons came from w. Montana. A very few Merlins were seen in s. Idaho and e. Washington. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Sharp-tailed Grouse were displaying on leks in Douglas and Okanogan Counties, Wash., in early April. About 15 leks are found each year in those counties (PWC; W.F.G.). A lek in the Pocatello, Ida, vicinity had 50± males (CHT). A single bird that appeared in a Bozeman, Mont., yard Apr. 9 was a real mystery (JR). Up to 29 Sage Grouse were reported in the Nampa, Ida, area (G.E.A.S.) and the dancing ground s. of Creston, Wash., revealed 16 on Apr. 21 (JA). The Nampa area had two Bobwhite Quail May 19 (C & EF). Lake Lowell in that area had one Apr. 13 and a pair was found 5 mi to the s. May 19 (DT) California Quail are becoming established along the Kootenai R, near Bonnets Ferry, Ida,, where private individuals have released birds. The wintering population was 60-75 and one appeared on Kootenai N.W.R. (LDN). Camp Cr., in the Imnaha, Oreg, vicinity had a pair of Mountain Quail May 31 (O.F.W.). The only Turkey report was of a hen with seven young in the Brush L., area near Bonners Ferry (DC). 

CRANES THROUGH TERNS -- A possible sighting of a Whooping Crane May 23 came from Premier L., 20-25 min. of Kimberley, B.C. (Mrs. D., fide MVW). The St Andrews, Wash., area had 2500-3000 Sandhill Cranes in early to mid-April (JA; RF, TL, TT, N.C.W.A.S.). In the Salmon, Ida, area this species' population appears to be expanding, with more birds being reported from nontraditional areas (HBR). Two Snowy Plovers were seen on the Oregon side of White L., unit of Lower Klamath N.W.R., May 12 (SS). Malheur N.W.R., Harney Basin, an important nesting area for Long-billed Curlews, held 1500± pairs. The species was very common in the Ephrata-Moses L., area of Washington but the species has been virtually eliminated by agriculture and housing tracts in the Pocatello area. The birds appeared to be doing well on the n. side of Am. Falls Res., however (CHT). Three Forks, Mont., had its first-ever Whimbrel record May 27 (ET & R AH, PDS). A flock of 13 was along Lower Klamath L., May 5-6 (SS). A few Upland Sandpipers returned to the e. Spokane Valley, the only nesting site w of the Continental Divide. Spokane Audubon Society, Washington Department of Game and The Nature Conservancy are exploring ways to protect their habitat from expanding housing developments. A Willet at Mann's L, near Lewiston, Ida, was probably the first for that area (EM, SK). Single birds appeared at Salmon Apr. 15 (HBR) and at Deep Creek Res., Twin Falls Co., Ida, May 11 (I.F.G.) A sighting of Greater Yellowlegs at Salmon Apr 15 was unusual (HBR). Lesser Yellowlegs appeared Apr. 23 at Fortine, Mont., where they are rare in spring (WW). Two flocks of Marbled Godwits were sighted Apr. 26 on Ice Harbor Res. mudflats e. of Pasco, Wash. (BB, LB) and the Rupert, Ida, area had 14 on Apr 28 (WHS). McNary N.W.R. reported a Black-necked Stilt May 30 (JC). Two birds of this species were at a pond n.w. of Othello, Wash, Apr. 27 but were gone the next day (WS). At least six were near George, Wash., May 30 (PWC) and Metcalf Ref., Stevensville, Mont, had 12 (fide CP). Three gulls thought to be Ring-billeds appeared near Fortine, Mont, for the second-ever spring date there (WW). Two terns believed to be Forster's were skimming the surface of the Spokane R., on the Idaho side of the state line May 7 (DC). One was at Salmon, Ida, May 19 (HBR). 

DOVES THROUGH OWLS -- The Region had more sightings of Band-tailed Pigeons than ever before. One got as far e. as Hamer, Ida, May 12 (DH). A road-killed bird was picked up at Malheur N.W.R., May 23 (STh). Two were sighted at Joseph May S and two along the Imnaha R., May 9, both in n.e. Oregon (O.F.W.). Richland, Wash. had one at a feeder Apr. 30 - May 3 (L & NJ). One was near Naches, Wash., May 6 and six were seen at Milk Pond near Chinook Pass, Mt. Rainier 
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N.P., May 23 (Y.A.S.) The flock of 40± Mourning Doves that wintered at Libby, Mont., had dwindled to 8-10 by spring (E & RE). Barn Owls appeared to be on the increase at Malheur, where three nests were located. One at Spokane May 15 may have been the first for the county (JRi, WWa). Near Yakima a pair had a nest in a haystack and along Satus Cr., s. of Yakima a nest was found In a dirt bank cavity (LS). A similar site at Rufus Woods L., Okanogan Co., Wash., also held a nest (VM) and a bank cavity at Yakima revealed an adult (LS). A brood of seven was observed in rimrock 5 mi s. of Pilot Rock, Ore., May 26 (EM). Nampa had one sighting May 26 (G.E.A.S.). Scanning a circle of 1.5 mi radius in the Reardan-Davenport, Wash., area Mar. 8 revealed nine Snowy Owls (JA). A Burrowing Owl was reported at Three Forks, Mont., for an unusual record (SC, RL, ET & RAH, PDS). The Salmon Falls Project reported two nest sites of Burrowing Owl. Long-cared and particularly Short-cared owl numbers appeared good. The pair of the former that regularly nested near Chewelah, Wash., did not return, but a pair of Saw-whets moved in (JN). The latter species was heard at Fernan L., Coeur d' Alene, Ida, (SGS), and the Salmon Falls Project reported sightings of four Saw-whet Owls.

SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS -- At least 50 Black Swifts were feeding over Park I., near Bridgeport, Wash., May 28 (VW). White-throated Swifts appeared at a new location, the Bowl and Pitcher area of the Spokane R., w of Spokane, where at least ten darted about the cliffs (JA). Anna's Hummingbird was found in four spots in Klamath County, Ore. (SS). A hummer of undetermined species at Fortine, Mont. Mar. 21 at a feeder might very well have been an Anna's. A male Rufous Hummingbird near Bozeman in May was noteworthy (JM). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- An Acorn Woodpecker near Lyle May 3 was apparently Washington's first (PWC). White-headed Woodpeckers were sighted in March and April, up to three birds, at Daggett Cr., n.e. of Boise (A & HL) and May 23, one near Council, Ida, (DJ). The only Ash-throated Flycatchers reported were one at Cold Springs Camp Ground 4 mi. w. of Sisters, Ore. (GG) and one along Rock Cr., Klickitat Co., Wash., May 15 (RK). The only Gray Flycatcher of record was at Malheur May 24 (GG). Up to 15 Purple Martins were sighted in the Chiloquin, Ore., area in April and May (TLu). A large colony of Bank Swallows was reported near the Okanogan R. mouth, as was a colony of 300-400, along the Snake R., in Franklin Co., both in Washington 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS -- The Blue Jay that wintered at Kimberley, B.C., was last seen May 15 (MVW). A Scrub Jay at Lyle Mar. 31 was apparently e. Washington's first (WS). Tampico, Wash., had a "small flock" of Bushtits May 6 (ZB) and a flock of 25 Plain Titmouse was sighted at Boise Mar. 25 (HR). Pygmy Nuthatches, seldom found in w. Montana, were at Metcalf Ref., Stevensville May 19 (CP). Bewick's Wren numbers appeared satisfactory at Yakima and in the Klamath Falls area  Walla  Walla, Wash., also reported one May 1 (SMu). 

MIMIDS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Fifteen sightings of Sage Thrashers in e. Washington totaled at least 28 birds (W.F.G.; Y.A.S.; JA). At least one brood had fledged in the Arco, Ida, area by the third week of May (CHT). A Mockingbird was sighted at Page Springs, Ore., and another was near Klamath Falls in May (GG; SS). Boise-Cascade Camp Ground on Wenas Cr., Yakima Co., Wash., had one May 29 (Y.A.S.) and one was found in the Bruneau, Ida,, area May 18 (JD, TTh). A remarkably early Gray Catbird was in a Bozeman yard Mar. 31 (JR). The earliest previous record there is May 16. A Varied Thrush was reported at Murphy Hot Springs for about a week in early April furnished what is likely s. Idaho's first record (EB). A dead Black-and-White Warbler was picked up along Rocky Ford Cr., 6 mi e. of Ephrata, Wash., May 17 (DHo). Oregon produced two Tennessee Warbler sightings, one bird at Malheur N.W.R., May 27 (SS) and one at Fields May 28 (KF, DF, PS, SS). Malheur also had a Magnolia Warbler (SS et al., EGW) and a Chestnut-sided Warbler (KF, TF, DF, EM, PS, SS) both May 27. The migration brought single "Myrtle" Warblers to the Davenport, Wash., cemetery May 3 & 18 (JA). Several d Townsend's Warblers were listed in the Grandview- Bruneau, Ida, area May 13-21 (I.F.G.) and at Camas N.W.R., Hamer, Ida, (DH). An Ovenbird was singing in a juniper hillside area near Three Forks, Mont., June 12 (RL, DS). A N. Waterthrush was a highlight of the Salmon Falls Project May 14 (I.F.G.). 

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS -- The Salmon Falls Project tallied a male Bobolink May 22 for what is probably the first Twin Falls County record (I.F.G.). Bobolinks at Chewelah, Wash., returned in spite of a housing development in their preferred field, the small colony now being sandwiched between a softball field and an apartment house complex (JN)! A large colony of Tricolored Blackbirds, 1000-2000 in number, along Lower Klamath L., near the California border was present from March to mid-May, when it disappeared (SS). Two ad. Com. Grackles were found frequenting the city park at St. Anthony, Ida, May 12 & 19 and were suspected of nesting. One was noted last year in the same place (DH). Brown-headed Cowbirds "seemed to be everywhere" in the Richland, Wash., vicinity and two observers in Kimberley reported eight and ten at feeders where normally one or two pairs visit (MVW). Numbers elsewhere drew no comments. A male Scarlet Tanager at Malheur N.W.R., May 31 was believed to be Oregon's first (DP, MS et al.). 

FINCHES, SPARROWS -- A Black-headed Grosbeak at Fortine, Mont., May 3 furnished only the second spring record there (WW). The date seems very early. An Indigo Bunting was reportedly at Ketchum, Ida, May 25-27 (ph.?-fide WHS). At least two pairs of House Finches were noted at Fortine Apr. 20-May 20±. A female was gathering nesting material several mornings beginning May 9 but no nest was located. This nesting attempt is the first for the area (WW). A flock of 43+ Gray-crowned Rosy Finches at the sanitary landfill at Montpelier, Ida,, Feb. 12 & Mar. 17 apparently provided the first record for that area (E & SMi) Crossbills, reported only from the Kimberley vicinity, were described as more numerous, with a flock of 50 seen (MVW) A single Grasshopper Sparrow was reported n. of Creston, Wash., Apr. 21 (JA). Black-throated Sparrows were believed more numerous in s.e. Oregon. Ten were observed at Malheur, five at Hart Mt., and a singing bird was found in the Klamath Hills of s. Klamath County (SS). The species was found to be a common breeder on the Salmon Falls Project Last year two nests and two instances of adults feeding young were observed in that area (I.F.G.). The only Sage Sparrow sightings were of four in Lincoln County, Wash., Mar 31 (JH) and of one near Marlin, Wash., Apr 9 (JA). A Gray-headed Junco appeared on the Salmon Falls Project May 25 (I.F.G.). The St Andrews, Wash., area had a Clay-colored Sparrow Apr. 21 (L & JT). Of the sprinkling of Golden-crowned Sparrows moving through e. Washington the Davenport cemetery provided the best showing with five May 7, four May 12 and one May 19 (JA). Single Lapland Longspurs were noted on the Salmon Falls Project Mar. 20 (I.F.G.) and in the Rupert, Ida, area Apr. 16 (WHS). At least 25 in breeding plumage were on the Sage Grouse grounds s of Creston, Wash., Apr. 14 (JA). A likely sighting of a Chestnut-collared Longspur came from the E. Wenatchee, Wash., area Mar. 4 (L & JT). A late Snow Bunting was in the Davenport, Wash., area Mar. 8 (JA). 

CORRIGENDUM -- Delete the record of a Lesser Yellowlegs at Klamath Falls Feb 25, 1979, AB 33:299. 
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demeyer (WW), Mildred V. White, E.G. White-Swift, Robert E. Woodley, Yakima Audubon Society (Y.A.S.), Vince Yannone.







Spring Migration, 1979

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Eugene S. Hunn and Phil Mattocks, Jr.

The season was uniformly warmer and drier than usual throughout, based on the Seattle, Portland, and Medford weather stations. Seattle and Portland experienced 43% of the month's rainfall and a period of storm activity April 8-13, with winds briefly up to 44 mph. The few instances, however, of large numbers of migrants found were in late April and early May. We want to thank the observers and compilers who provide most of the material for this seasonal report, particularly Vic Goodwill for Vancouver Island and Harry Nehls for western Oregon. Their reports run to dozens of pages and include careful documentation and well thought out comment. In contrast, we have indications that some observers assume that their observations will be included with someone else's report, or that they are not worth the time required to send them in to American Birds. Attempts to analyze migration and distribution patterns, or population trends in possibly endangered species, Accipiters for example, are greatly aided by input from many observers. Our indexing system for these reports has not yet reached saturation, and we welcome all information from you, readers and observers, however brief. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- The Yellow-billed Loon present all winter off Bayview S.P., Wash., was last seen May 18 (fide TW). Others were noted off Pt. Francis, Whatcorn Co., Wash., Mar. 18 (P & DSc), at Yaquina Bay, Oreg, Mar. 31 (MSm, NC, fide HN), at Westport, Wash., May 12 (TW), and at Sooke, Vancouver I. (hereafter, V.I.), May 13 (DSt, fide VG). These numbers were above the recent average, and the dates were later than usual. The migration of loons passed unremarked this spring. Grebes were also little noted with declines suggested for Red-necked Grebes about Victoria (VG) and for W. Grebes along the Oregon coast (HN). However, 4560 W. Grebes Mar. 20 n.e. of Saltspring I., in Georgia Strait, B.C., was a good count (MS, fide VG). Wahl's single pelagic trip off Westport May 13 reported 111 Black-footed Albatrosses, 71 Pink-footed Shearwaters, and 18 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels; numbers well above those of the past two years. Sooty Shearwater flocks of 5000± were offshore as usual from the South jetty of the Columbia R. to Westport Apr. 28 - May 13. Northern Fulmar went unreported for the second straight spring, while in place of the few Flesh-footed Shearwaters of past years Wahl's boat had four of the erratic Short-tailed Shearwater. Brandt's Cormorants were concentrated as usual about s.e. V.I., with 1000 Mar. 16 off Galiano I. However, counts from nearby Active Pass have declined steadily from 3700 (in 1976), to 1000 (in 1977), 700 (in 1978), and 
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500 this year (fide VG). Great Blue heronries of 100 nests on Ryan and Brown Is. and of 222 nests on Fisher I., in s. Washington were brought to our attention (SS et al.). We would appreciate more such reports in the future. Egrets as usual favored Coos Bay, Oreg, with one Cattle Egret there Apr. 3 (fide HN), up to three Snowy Egrets wintering to Apr. 14 (AM), and 100+ Great Egrets staying until mid-April, a few of which still lingered until May 31+ (AM). The only other egrets noted were 65 Greats Mar. 13 censused by air along the Coquille R., in s. Oregon (U.S.F. & W.S., fide HN). There were three Black-crowned Night Herons reported in n. Oregon May 3-12 (fide HN), suggesting a minor migratory movement. 

SWANS, GEESE AND DUCKS -- The winter flock of 275 Whistling Swans on the Skagit flats, Wash. was last noted Mar. 4 (EH et al.). There appears to be a hiatus between the departure of locally wintering birds and the passage of birds from farther s. as migrants peaked Mar. 22 when 100 passed over Kalama, Wash. (fide HN). Highlights of the Brant passage were 2000 on Boundary Bay, B.C., Apr. 3 (G & WA), "thousands" at Leadbetter Pt. (B & GR) and 1000 at Ocean Shores (TB) both Apr. 7 and 3000+ on Dungeness Bay, Wash., Apr. 19 (DS). The Nehalem Meadows, Oreg, Emperor Goose has apparently taken up residence and refuses to leave. Another Emperor Goose was reported Mar. 3-5 from Baskett Slough N.W.R., in the Willamette Valley of Oregon (JC, .fide HN), while a third lingered with Brant at Leadbetter Pt., Feb. 20 - Apr. 7 (RW, B & GR). The U.S.F. & W.S. aerial survey of the Coquille R., in s.w. Oregon Mar. 13 recorded 11,200 Pintails and 8000 Am. Wigeon. Six male Eur.-Green-winged Teal were reported, and three of these were considered intermediate. Blue-winged Teal arrived in late April-early May on the lower Columbia R., and on s. V.I., as usual a month or two later than the Cinnamon Teal. Thirty-nine male Eur. Wigeon were cited from throughout the Region, with the latest one in Seattle May 4 (EG). HN notes that Wood Ducks arrive at Sauvie's I., in late March in large flocks, then disperse to breed. Twelve pairs were at Ft. Lewis, Wash., Apr. 26 (KS, GR fide TB), presumably nesting. 

VULTURES THROUGH COOTS -- The progress of returning Turkey Vultures is evident in this year’s report of first migrants: Mar. 7 at Roseburg, Oreg, Mar. 8 at Finley N.W.R., near Corvallis, Oreg, Mar. 16 at Dungeness, Wash., Mar. 18 at Westholme, V.I., Mar. 21 at Orcas L, San Juan Co., Wash., and Apr. 1 at Vancouver, B.C. Six White-tailed Kites were at five locations including a pair at Vancouver, Wash., Mar. 8 (DJ) and a single near Raymond, Wash., Apr. 29 (JW.MR), where a pair was noted through last winter and spring. The Accipiter reports this season were difficult to interpret. Sightings of Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks are up again for the third consecutive year (to 34 and 32, respectively). However, most observations are from VG's encyclopedic summary from the s. V.I. area (25 and 16, respectively), while Washington observers reported only one Sharp-shinned and nine Cooper's. Since half of the Washington sightings are from the Dungeness area directly opposite s. V.I., a spring migration pathway up the Coast Ranges is suggested. However, the apparent gaps in reporting cloud the picture. Sixty Red-tailed Hawks were counted Mar. 3-9 by the Vancouver, B.C., Raptor Survey (fide JG). That survey also found 24 Rough-legged Hawks, most of which were gone by the end of March, although reports of three late- April stragglers were received. The March Vancouver Raptor Survey also found 58 Marsh Hawks. Only nine others were noted from but four additional locations, including a pair May 25 at the Ocean Shores breeding site (G & WH). Nesting Osprey pairs returned beginning Mar. 24 to Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, Oreg, (DF), and Mar. 25 to Carnation, Wash. (B & PE). DF observed 15-20 Ospreys at six nest sites from the Rogue R., in s. Oregon to the Wind R., in s. Washington. According to HN: "an outstanding year" in Oregon. VG reported five active nests, one inactive, and four of unknown status in the s. V.I. area. The 21 Peregrine reports is four times the average for 1976-1978, while 15 Merlins is a shade under last spring's record 20+. Both falcons were widely distributed. Some of the introduced Bobwhite remain at large, mostly in the Hart's L. vicinity, Pierce Co., Wash. (JW, MM). and in the n. Willamette Valley, Oreg, (fide HN). Mountain Quail, extremely scarce n. of the Columbia R., were found at Key Center and Nisqually, both near Tacoma, Wash., during May (GR, fide TB; AR). Flocks of 100+ Sandhill Cranes moved N through the Willamette Valley in March and were settling in at the Region's only contemporary breeding site at Pitt Meadows on the lower Fraser R., B.C., by Apr. 1 (WR fide A & JG). American Coot had downy young by May 2 at Albany, Oreg, (GGi). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Semipalmated Plovers peaked Apr. 28 in Oregon when 250 were counted at Tillamook Bay and the S.J.C.R. (DI, DF, fide HN) and May 5 on V.I., when 22 were at Cordova Spit, c. Saanich (RS, fide VG). A territorial pair remained into June at their 1974 breeding site at Ocean Shores (G & WH, EH). A pair of Snowy Plovers had a very early chick there May 25 (G & WH). One to four pairs of Snowy Plovers were at Leadbetter Pt. (B & GR, HF), and at Tillamook and Coos Bays, Oreg, (fide HN) in April and May. Three Am. Golden Plovers were observed; one Mar. 4 at Victoria (WC, fide VG), one May 6 at Seattle (†EP), and one May 29 at Iona I., B.C. (DK, CB, MF, fide A & JG). The 49 Ruddy Turnstones at Netarts Bay, Oreg, May 9 (HN) was an unusually large flock. The five Longbilled Curlews reported was an average count for spring, with the one Apr. 13 at Ocean Shores (G & WH) being quite early. An Upland Sandpiper May 5 in Saanich, V.I. (†RS, fide VG) represented one of very few spring records for the Region. Seven Lesser Yellowlegs, scarce in spring migration, were noted Apr. 25-May 30. Willets were at usual locations such as Coos Bay, with up to 32 all spring (AM), and Yaquina Bay, with 13 on Mar. 13 (RSm, fide HN), and n. to Willapa Bay, Wash., with four May 13 (CC). Red Knots dropped in Apr. 14 - May 25 with high counts of 100-300 Apr. 28-May 13 at their migratory "rest-stops" between S.J.C.R., and Ocean Shores. 
S.A.
The Grays Harbor CBC routinely takes the Dunlin high count trophy, largely owing to the mass of birds which assemble at high tide on a development threatened mud flat adjacent to the Hoquiam airport, in Grays Harbor, Wash. On Apr. 29 "just as the tide was opening up the flats" MM encountered a staggering migrant flock here which he estimated at 125,000-150,000 birds. MM has netted and banded shorebirds for several seasons at Manomet Bird Observatory in Massachusetts. This was the largest concentration of shorebirds he had ever seen. The previous weekend there had been but 25,000 shorebirds on this mudflat (DP). The flocks in both cases were approximately 40% W. Sandpipers, 30% Dunlins, and 30% Short-billed Dowitchers. These may well be normal numbers for this time and place

A single Baird's Sandpiper May 9 at Tillamook Bay (HN, JeG et al.) and a single very early Pectoral Sandpiper Mar. 25 at Iona I. (DK, fide A & JG), represent species scarce in spring. Two breeding-plumaged Bar-tailed Godwits at Tokeland on Willapa Bay May 13 (†CC) furnished only the second Washington spring record. Two Black-necked Stilts strayed well n.w. of their usual haunts to Scappoose Bottoms, near Portland May 7 (†SH, fide HN). 
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Northern Phalaropes passed through very quickly with all but one reported May 12-20. For the first time in several springs no Red Phalaropes were reported. 
JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS -- A dearth of jaeger sightings this season was partly offset by a perfect plumaged Long-tailed Jaeger carefully studied May 13 at the north jetty of the Columbia R. (†RH, RD). There are only two previous spring records for Washington. A Parasitic Jaeger dead on the beach at Tillamook Bay Mar. 3 (HN), together with recent December and January records suggest the possibility that a few might winter offshore. The first migrants were noted Apr. 29, about on time. Wahl's boat trip May 13 found no jaegers offshore, and just five Parasitics in the Grays Harbor channel. One Pomarine at Tokeland, Wash., May 13 (†CC) was the only one of that species noted. Seven imm. Glaucous Gulls Mar. 3-May 19, four after Apr. 29 and all but the March bird on or beyond the outer strand, appear to reflect a distinct coastal movement of more southerly wintering birds. On May 12, CR noted a "pure" Glaucous-winged Gull on a nest at Yaquina Head, Oreg, and another "pure" Glaucous-winged paired to an apparent hybrid in the Cape Meares colony, both among the more common breeding W. Gulls. DP counted a few W. Gulls in a huge smelt following concentration of gulls 150 km up the Columbia R., Mar. 16. The Western is rarely recorded away from salt water. The bulk of the 15,000+ gulls counted there were Mew Gulls with 300 Herrings, 300 Thayer's, and a single California. In past years this gull mass has had quite different composition (DP & Am Birds 32:1047). An ad. Heermann's Gull May 2 at Victoria (RS, fide VG) was very early. The Bonaparte's Gull spring passage was little noted except in the s. V.I. area where the first arrivals were Apr. 1 and peak numbers were 1250+ Apr. 19 and 1600 Apr. 24 (RS, MS, fide VG). Few were found there in May. TW however, reported hundreds "summering" in Bellingham Bay and Drayton Harbor, Wash. Small flocks of "Commic" Terns appeared off the Ocean Shores jetty Apr. 22 (DP), & 29 (MM), with two Arctic Terns seen closely the latter date. HN found no Com. Terns at the S J C.R., May 12 but noted a "very heavy migration" there on the 13th, the same day CC estimated 1100 at Tokeland, 60 km n. Caspian Terns were first reported Mar. 21 from Tillamook Bay, a single (AC, fide HN). On Apr. 1 DR & JR counted 35/hr. moving N past Cape Blanco headed for their breeding sites on Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor where their arrival was noted Apr. 7 (B & GR, TB). Two dozen overshot to Boundary Bay s. of Vancouver, B.C., May 13 (D & SC, fide A & JG). Two Marbled Murrelets 50 km off Westport May 13 was most unusual since the species rarely ventures more than a few km. offshore (TW). Horned Puffins made waves with two reports, one heavily oiled bird dead on the beach at Tillamook Bay Mar. 30 (HN), and a juvenile May 11 at Victoria ($RS, fide VG). Tufted Puffins had not yet returned to their Tatoosh I., Wash., colony by Mar. 22 (BP), but a few were seen that day nearby at Dungeness (DS). Nesters began to return to the Cape Meares, Oreg, colony by Mar. 30 when four were seen, reaching 50 there by Apr. 7 (fide HN) and 70+ by May 12 (CR). "Many" were about Coquille Rocks in s Oregon Apr 28 (BF, fide HN) 

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Great Horned Owls had young out of the nest Apr. 20 near Roseburg (FP, fide HN). Snowy Owls departed early. The latest seen was one near Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 20 (G&WA). Four young Barred Owls were banded May 7 at the Bacus Hill site near Mt. Vernon, Wash. (fide TW). Single Barred Owl sightings were well documented from Saanich, V.I., Apr. 5-7 (MN, fide VG) and Seattle Apr. 15-28 (DW, GB, m.ob.). After several years of apparent decline, 20 Short-eared Owls Mar. 25 at Sea and Iona Is. (WJ et al. fide JG), and 12 on Apr. 3 at Finley N.W.R., Oreg, (FR, fide HN), were encouraging migratory concentrations. Single Com. Nighthawks Apr. 22 on Sauvie's I. (GW, fide HN) and May 1 in Seattle (†JW) were about a month early. Four White-throated Swifts were sighted at several Oregon coastal points; two Apr. 25 near Port Orford (BS, MSt, fide AM), one May 8 at Cape Lookout (CR), and one May 12 at Cape Meares, both Tillamook Co., Oreg, (DR, fide HN). There are very few Regional records of this species. A female Anna's Hummingbird had a nest under construction in Portland in late February, and young were at a nearby feeder by Apr. 22 (JD, fide HN). Nesting is also almost certain for s. V.I., under similar circumstances (fide VG). VG's summary indicates at least 12 territorial males in the Victoria-Saanich area this spring. Five males were on territory as usual in Seattle's Discovery P., Mar. 8 (AR). Green backed male Selasphorus hummingbirds were reported from Corvallis, Oreg, Mar. 27 (EE, fide HN) and near Dungeness, Wash., Apr. 21 (†KK, WS). It is possible but by no means certain that these were Allen's Hummingbirds, as young male Rufous Hummingbirds occasionally have solid green backs. The several males of this description Mar. 17-early May at feeders in North Bend and Charleston on the s. Oregon coast (fide AM) are at the n. edge of the Allen's known breeding range. VG observed two male Red-naped" Sapsuckers in Manning P.P., B.C., May 7, and Apr. 22 & May 8 in the same area, he also found two male "Red-breasted" Sapsuckers, one of which was suspected of having some hybrid attributes. British Columbia is the area in which the opportunity is available to definitively sort out these sapsucker forms. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRUSHES -- A pair of E. Kingbirds returned by May 27 to L. Joy near Carnation, Wash., where they nested last year (B & PE). Fifteen W. Kingbirds n. of their regular breeding range on the Umpqua R., in s. Oregon is more than usually noted. All reports were Apr. 29 - May 16. Black Phoebes were noted at their usual nesting sites in the Medford area by Mar. 9 (OS; MU, fide HN). A Gray Flycatcher, a species which breeds regularly on the e. slope of the Cascades n. to c. Washington, was on Roxy Ann Butte near Medford Apr. 14 (FR, et al., fide HN) for a first Regional record. The bird's distinctive call was noted and it wagged its tail down, not up. Hammond's Flycatchers near Poulsbo, Wash., Apr. 30 were slightly early (DP). Other flycatchers arrived on schedule. Portland's breeding Violet-green Swallows arrived Apr. 5, about 10 days late, reflecting a generally delayed and reduced migration in w Oregon (fide HN) The 1400 Tree Swallows at Tillamook Bay Apr. 14 were not considered unusual (HN et al.), but 700 Cliff Swallows in a migratory movement Apr. 30 over Sauvie's I., was cited as a high total (DF, DI). An early Purple Martin appeared at Fern Ridge Res, near Eugene Apr. 9 (TL). This species was noted at its other limited breeding sites by the end of April. A pair nesting in a snag at 600 m in the Cascades s.e. of Cottage Grove, Oreg (TL), was one of very few reported away from the city buildings and abandoned pier pilings that our martins prefer. A White-breasted Nuthatch on Pt. Roberts, Wash., Mar. 18 (G & WA) is 200± km. n. or w. of the nearest breeding populations. An albino Dipper on the Carbon R., near Orting, Wash, May 14 (KC) was unusual. There was only one Mockingbird report, a singing bird at Salem, Oreg, Apr. 26 (RP). A Sage Thrasher was on the Oregon coast at Tillamook Bay Mar 18 (†PM). Small flocks of 10± migrating W. Bluebirds were noted in early March at L. Oswego near Portland (JC, fide HN) and at Metchosin, near Victoria (JiW, fide VG) Twelve Mountain Bluebirds at Ft. Langley, near Vancouver, B.C., Mar. 18-21 (JG et al.) were away from their usual habitat, as were also singles found at Seattle Mar. 26 (RA), at Saanich Apr. 14 (WC, fide VG), and near Port Orford, Oreg, Apr. 21 (DR, JR, fide AM). 

GNATCATCHERS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Blue-gray Gnatcatchers had returned to their n. breeding outpost near Medford by Apr. 14 (FR, fide HN). The Loggerhead Shrike present this winter at Sea I, B.C., departed after Mar. 3 (GA, DK, fide A& JG). Another straggled to Cape Blanco, Oreg, Apr. 21 (DR, JR, fide AM). Northern Shrikes were last seen Apr. 3. Red-eyed Vireos appeared early with singles May 5 near Duncan, V.I. (fide JCo), and May 17 at Victoria (RS, fide VG). By May 27 they were common near Carnation, Wash. (B & PE). This species arrives from the e. and in some years is not reported before June. A maleBlack-and-white Warbler Apr. 7 near Coos Bay (TF, DH, fide AM) is the second record from that area. Oregon's fourth Magnolia Warbler, well described by TC, was at Salem May 5. The first Hermit Warblers were seen Apr. 25 in Eugene and Apr. 26 at the Wind River Ranger Station, Wash., where the species was abundant thereafter. Hermit Warblers are rare n. and w. of the Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Adams area, except for the e. slope of the Olympic Mts., where breeding birds were found n. to the Dosewallips R., Jefferson County May 27 (CC). A Palm Warbler was in Corvallis Apr. 14-17 for one of few spring records (EE, fide HN). A Yellow-breasted Chat Mar. 27 in Eugene was extremely early (AC). Others were noted at Portland May 6-15 (fide HN), and at Finley N.W.R., May 22 (G & MGi). The species was "very common" in Jackson County, Oreg, in late May as usual (DF). A female Am. Redstart strayed W to Finley N.W.R., Apr. 28 (†RP). 

ICTERIDS THROUGH FRINGILLIDS -- A male Bobolink appeared briefly at Seattle May 25 (†BM) for w. Washington's fourth record A new colony of Yellow-headed Blackbirds was discovered this spring near Forest Grove, Oreg, (fide, HN). Up to four juv. males spent the spring at Seattle's Montlake fill (DP et al.) 
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and others were noted Mar. 11-May 27 at seven other places throughout the Region. (G & MGi) counted 750 Evening Grosbeaks in the Siskiyou Mts., on the Oregon-California border May 16, a high single day total. The species was noted as common throughout Oregon, except coastally, after mid-April, but numbers were down from last year's in Seattle (EH) and were very low in Bellingham (TW). Stray Cassin's Finches were carefully described from Olympia, Wash., Mar. 20 (†G & WH), Corvallis, Oreg, Apr. 3 (FR, fide HN), and Cape Blanco near Port Orford, Oreg, May 31 (DF). Red Crossbills were feeding just fledged young at Metchosin, near Victoria, May 7 (BH, fide VG). Otherwise the species was scarcely noted. Pine Siskins were also considered scarce throughout the Region this spring on the heels of low winter numbers. The wintering Vesper Sparrow departed Portland Mar. 24 (JL, fide HN), while breeding birds arrived at traditional nesting stations in Washington by early April. Three strayed to Manning P.P., B.C., Apr. 22 for the second park record (VG). Lark Sparrows arrived at their w. breeding outposts near Roseburg, Oreg, Apr. 3 (FP, fide HN). A single stray was noted May 15 at Baskett Slough, N.W.R., near Salem, Oreg, (RP). A hybrid White-crowned x Golden-crowned Sparrow singing a medley of Zonotrichia themes was carefully described from Seattle's Discovery P., May 1 (†JW). Single White-throated Sparrows wintered until Apr. 14 at a Roseburg, Oreg, feeder (FP, fide HN) and two more White-throateds visited the same Roseburg feeder Apr. 27 (FP). Fox Sparrows on n. Washington coastal islands continued scarce this spring (BP, SR). Single (5 Lapland Longspurs were late at Leadbetter Pt., May 13 (RH, RD) and at Ocean Shores May 17 (B & GRe). This winter's McKay's Bunting stayed at Ocean Shores at least until Mar. 3 (JW, R & SH, WeH). A single Snow Bunting lingered there to Mar. 10 (G & WH). 

CITED OBSERVERS:, and Abbreviations, with sub-regional editors in boldface. Gerry & Wendy Ansell, Richard Ansell, Thais Back, Doug Brown, Greg Butcher, Colin Butt, Wayne Campbell, Dick & Syd Cannings, Kim Chandler, Chris Chappell, Neal Cobb, John Comer (JCo), Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, John Crowell, Richard Donham, Jay Drake, Elzy Eltzroth, Bob & Pat Evans, Ben Fawver, Tad Finnell, David Fix, Mike Force, Hal Fray, Eugene Gerzenstein, Jeff Gilligan (JeG), Greg & Marlene Gillson (G & MGi), Margaret & Vic Goodwill, Al & Jude Grass, Stanley Held, Dan Heyerly, Wendell Hoag (Well), Glen & Wanda Hoge, Beryl Holt, Rick & Scan Hudson, David Irons, Win Johnston, Don Jole, Ken Knittie, Doug Kragh, Tom Lund, Jim Lyons, Alan McGie, Brien Meilleur, Mike Moore. Harry Nehls, Mark Nyhof, Bob Paine, Richard Palmer, Fred Parker, Dennis Paulson, Evelyn Peaslee, Marilyn Ramenofsky, Bob & Georgia Ramsay, Fred Ramsay, Bill & Geness Reichert (B & GRe), Alan Richards, Steve Rissing, Craig Roberts, Wilma Robinson, Dennis Rogers, Jim Rogers, Martin St. James (MSt), Ron Satterfield (D & PSa), Susan Saul, Kay Schimke. Deborah & Pat Schneider, Michael Shepard, Dory Smith, Mark Smith (MSm), Richard Smith (RSmi), Bill Steam, David Stirling (DSt), Wally Sumner, Otis Swisher, Mike Uhtoff, Terry Wahl, Glenn Walthall, Doug Wechsler, Ralph Widrig, Jim Wilson (JiW), John Wingfield, written description on file (†), and Vancouver I., B.C. (V.I.). 


The Nesting Season, 1979

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers

Summer weather in the Region can be quickly summarized as "hot and dry", although for central and eastern Washington that is normal. In spite of drought conditions, water levels in lakes, reservoirs and ponds remained satisfactory in most areas and lack of rain probably favored most nesting land birds. Increasing carp numbers helped most fish-feeders at Malheur N.W.R. A rather good number of "rarities" for the summer season perhaps primarily reflected increasingly good coverage of the Region. 

LOONS, GREBES- Wells Dam Res., near Brewster, Wash., harbored 13 ad. Com. Loons July 14 (VM) and an Arctic Loon was studied well on Suzy's Pond 10± mi w. of Coulee Dam, Wash., July 9 (GB, VM). It was an unusually good summer for Red-necked Grebes, with sightings in w. Montana, n. Idaho, n.e. Washington. and s. Oregon. However, high winds all summer at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida, raised havoc with nesting attempts of Red-necked and Pied-billed grebes. A Horned Grebe at Spencer Res., just n. of Triangle, Ida, was apparently the first for that area (AL). At Minidoka N.W.R., Rupert, Ida, 2000 Eared Grebes were counted July 20. Low water levels at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore., caused very poor nesting success for the species. Western Grebes showed an increase there, however, with 700± pairs. Over 280 eggs were collected from abandoned nests at Blackfoot Res., Blackfoot, Ida, Drawdown for irrigation was the cause, apparently as it was for the very few active nests on L. Walcott and Am. Falls Res., on the Snake R. (CHT). At Minidoka N.W.R., 3000 Western and 600 Pied-billed grebes were recorded July 20. 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS -- The White Pelican total was record high at 1000 at L. Helena June 10. A pelican egg found floating in Malheur L, Malheur N.W.R., in July indicated that at least some of the birds were in reproductive condition, although no nesting has taken place there since 1960. Frenchman Hills Wasteway just w. of Potholes Res., Grant Co., Wash., had 13 of the birds July 12 (GC & DG) and 12 stopped at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., June 5 (JRR). McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., had 30+ July 26 (JCo). Minidoka N.W.R., was still averaging 400, and 250 were above Am. Falls Res. in July (WHS). Forty-two nesting pairs of Double-crested Cormorants at Ninepipe N.W.R., Lake Co., Mont., produced 99 young (F.A.S.). Five birds, adult and immature, were at the breeding area at Potholes Res., June 15 (JA), and Malheur N.W.R., had 80 pairs compared to 20 in 1978. The species seemed to be doing very well at L. Walcott, Minidoka N.W.R., and Mud Lake N.W.R., s. Ida, (CHT). 

HERONS, IBISES -- Eight Cattle Egrets were in the Rupert area in late July (WHS). Malheur had 415 pairs of Great Egrets, up slightly, Potholes Res. had four birds and at least one active nest (RF). One was at McNary N.W.R., July 10 (JCo) and Ft. Boise W.M.A., s. Ida, had one July 20 (JHe). At Malheur Snowy Egrets dropped to 40 pairs from 137 in 1978. Minidoka N.W.R., had 100 of the birds (WHS) as did a marsh one mi. n. of Owyhee, Nev., June 6 (AL). Black-crowned Night Heron pairs numbered 730, up from 526 at Malheur, and Potholes Res., had at least 500 pairs (RF). White-faced Ibises were doing well in s. Idaho; >270 were banded during the summer in the Pocatello area (CHT).

WATERFOWL -- A group of 16 Mute Swans appeared at a gravel pit pond near Bozeman, Mont., in late June (PDS) and four appeared on Swan L., near Vernon, B.C., the first week of June and stayed through the period (PS). Ninety-eight Trumpeter Swan cygnets counted July 20 at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont., was a good average year for the birds there (RRS). Two pairs at Turnbull N.W.R., produced five young to be fitted with green neck collars. Off-refuge sightings are solicited. At Malheur the birds had their best year since their introduction in 1958, with 35 cygnets on or near the refuge. Canada Geese averaged 350 at Turnbull N.W.R. Production at Kootenai N.W.R., was 92, double last year's, the success attributed to mammal-proof nesting structures. Thirty White-fronted Geese were along Hwy 52 between Emmett and Payette, Ida, July 20 (DJo). Duck production at Kootenai N.W.R., was expected to equal that of 1978; numbers at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., were about half of 1978's but the situation at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., was about normal. Minidoka N.W.R. had 5800 Gadwall, 1500 Canvasbacks, 800 Com. Goldeneye, 6300 Ruddy Ducks, 2400 Com. Mergansers and 100 Red-breasted Mergansers July 20. At Fortine, Mont., Com. Goldeneye was holding its own fairly well despite the pressures of low water levels, cattle grazing, timber cutting and new housing developments. At least 60 White-winged Scotors flew over Okanagan L., Summerland, B.C., July 8 (SRC). 

VULTURES, HAWKS -- Two Turkey Vulture nests were located on the Diamond Craters, Malheur N.W.R. Observers reported at least six active Goshawk nests and ten other well scattered sightings. Only four reports of Sharp-shinned Hawk came in. Two active Cooper's Hawk nests were found and seven other sightings reported, all in e. Washington and Idaho. In addition to an active nest and several other pairs in the Malheur area, nine sightings of Swainson’s Hawks were reported. Snake River Birds of Prey Natural Area's 
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(hereafter, B.P.N.A.), preliminary data showed 15 pairs of Ferruginous Hawks fledging ten young and Malheur had four pairs. In Washington the Benton City area had two adults and four young June 4 and the Eltopia area had nine adults and at least four young (RF). The only other report was of one near Wilsall, Mont. (CH & EH). Twenty-eight Golden Eagle pairs were tentatively reported to have fledged 18 young at the B.P.N.A. A pair of Bald Eagles fledged two young near Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., and Columbia L., n. of Kimberley, B.C., had three adults June 3 (MVW). The Osprey situation appeared satisfactory. In addition to the usual, five active nests were found on a float trip from Moyle Springs to Bonnets Ferry, Ida, (PRS), and at least two active nests were on the Middle Fork of the Clearwater R., between Kooskia and Lowell, Ida, (EM). Georgetown L., w. of Anaconda, Mont., had up to four birds June 28 & July 9, and two were at Canyon Ferry Res., near Helena July 11 (PSc). The B.P.N.A. survey tentatively reported 83 pairs of Prairie Falcons fledging 67 young but only five other localities reported them. Two Peregrine Falcons and two Merlins were reported for the Region. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Four young Sharp-tailed Grouse were reported e. of Tonasket, Wash. The only other report was of a "sharp increase" from the Arco Desert to Minidoka, Ida, (WHS). The only mention of Sage Grouse was of >100 between Jarbidge, Nev., and Rogerson, Ida, July 30 (EB). Bobwhites were found up to mid-July near Stateline, Ore. (B.M.A.S., WS). Gambel’s Quail was observed 5 mi s. of Horseshoe Bend, Ida, July 25 (C & EF). The transplanted Turkeys in the Chewelah, Wash. area apparently are expanding their territory for at least six were seen regularly (JN). 

CRANES, RAILS -- A pair of Sandhill Cranes brought off two young at the n.w. edge of Helena (SM) and a pair was back at the usual site near Davis L., w. of Lapine, Ore. (LM). The pair at Island L., between Kalispell and Libby, Mont., apparently raised no young (DD). The Virginia Rail was reported only for Island L.; Reardan, Wash., Ft. Boise W.M.A., and Crescent Cr., n. Klamath Co., Ore., an unusual mountain location (SS). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The only Semipalmated Plovers reported were single birds at the Yakima R., delta at Kennewick, Wash., July 4 (REW) and near Reardan, Wash., July 23 (JA). Forty-seven Long-billed Curlews were feeding on a grasshopper infestation at Malheur N.W.R., June 29, and 12 circled over the desert n. of Richland, Wash., July 1 (PW & REW). Single birds appeared 15 mi. e. of Moxee, Wash., June 7 (Y.A.S.) and at Salmon, Ida, June 2 (HBR). Two were near Potholes Res., June 15 (JA). Six Upland Sandpipers were seen and two more heard for the maximum count at the unique colony in the Spokane Valley July 4 (JA). The land may soon be sold for housing developments. The species was seen regularly during June and early July in Logan and Bear Valleys in the Seneca, Ore. area (JC; SCG; SS), but was unreported otherwise except for two on the Reed Pt., Mont., Breeding Bird Survey (hereafter, B.B.S.) (C & EH). Noteworthy were a Stilt Sandpiper at Pablo N.W.R., Lake Co., Mont., July 7 and a Marbled Godwit at Polson, Mont, the same day (F.A.S.). Four of the latter were at the Yakima R. mouth July 4 for Bob Woodley's second record there. Black-necked Stilt numbers were low at Malheur N.W.R., but increased substantially by the period's end. At least two were at Columbia N.W.R., June 15 (JA); two pairs were at a pond s.e. of George June 12 (WD), and four were at sewage ponds near Wheeler July 10 (WM), all in Washington. An aerial survey over s.e. Oregon July 25 revealed hundreds of Am. Avocets and Wilson's Phalaropes many miles from their nearest nesting habitat (CDL); thousands of the latter were grouping at Am. Falls Res., June 28, supposedly having completed nesting. Nearly grown young Wilson's at Fortine, Mont., June 27 was unusually early (WW). 

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS -- A Parasitic Jaeger at Harney L., July 5 established only the fourth record for Malheur N.W.R. (SH). One was harassing terns on the Columbia R., 7 mi. s. of Beverly, Wash., June 3 and possibly the same one was over Lenice L., 3-4 mi. e. of Beverly June 21 (NW). The 1100 pairs of Franklin's Gulls at Malheur was the greatest number ever known to nest there. Twenty appeared at Cascade Res., near Cascade, Ida, June 17 (JHe). An ad. Bonaparte's Gull at L. Wenatchee, Wash., June 3 was remarkable (WD). A tern at Fortine, Mont., either Forster's or Common, would have been Weydemeyer's first there for either species. An Arctic Tern, minutely described, was observed near Somers, Mont., June 5-11 (CCa, MS, SSu). Caspian Terns moved into the Malheur area in late June and ten were seen on Rock Creek Res., 30 mi w. of Frenchglen, Ore., July 25. Supposedly they were post-breeding wanderers from Warner Valley, Ore., and n.w. Nevada (CDL). Davis L., w. of Lapine, Ore., had a pair in July (LM) and Island Park Res., Fremont Co., Ida,, had two June 15 (CH & EH). A single bird appeared at Harrison, Ida, July 7 (DJ). 

CUCKOOS, OWLS -- Two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were reported at Prairie, Ida, in July (PC). The only Black-billed Cuckoos were one on the Reed Pt., Mont., B.B.S., and one at Daggett Cr., n.e. of Boise (AL, HL). A Flammulated Owl was heard in May and June near Penticton, B.C. (SRC). Six were in the Swauk Pass-Scottie Cr., area n. of CleElum, Wash., June 14 (EHu), and the species was regularly found in June and until July 7 at Starr Campground 9 min. of Seneca, Ore. (JC; SS). An estimated 152 Great Horned Owls nesting in the Blitzen Valley at Malheur produced an estimated 222 young. Burrowing Owl numbers looked encouraging at the few localities where they are known in e. Washington. Barred Owls continued to appear in n.e. Washington and n.w. Montana. One unfortunate bird, found June 5 near Keller, Wash., was a casualty of a barbed wire fence (AM) and others responded to taped calls on night surveys there (JAR). At Island L., w. of Kalispell, Mont., a nest was found and a flying brood observed in July (DD). One was heard at Ross Cr., between Libby and Thompson Falls, Mont., June 13 (PDS). The Spotted Owl was found in two locations along the w. side of Upper Klamath L., Ore., in June (U.S.F. & W.S. biologist, fide SS). Young Great Gray Owls had fledged by June 20 from a nest s. of Bozeman, Mont. (CVD). Apparently a different bird was seen at Kelly Canyon n.e. of Bozeman in late June and early July and one of this species was observed on a nest n of Island Park Res., s.e. Ida,, June 15 (CH, EH) A pair fledged at least two young near Kamloops, B.C. (RH). Long-eared Owl numbers appeared good, particularly at Malheur, N.W.R, where 24± pairs generated 59 young. Eight of the nine nesting areas examined had been retired from livestock grazing last year The Short-cared Owl population there was also high, 71± pairs in the Blitzen Valley at Malheur producing 75 young. A high mouse population in Lincoln County, Wash., attracted large numbers of the birds; 43 were seen along the Coffee Pot L., road n.e. of Odessa June 27 (JH). Four fledgling Saw-whet Owls were near Penticton June 14 (SRC) and a pair bred successfully near Chewelah, Wash. (JN). 

POORWILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- Poor-wills were reported only w of Spokane, and at the Boise-Cascade campground on Wenas Cr., s.w. of Ellensburg. An amazing 500+ Black Swifts were reported over Wells Dam Res., near Brewster, Wash., June 17 (MH). White-throated Swifts were seen in Picture Gorge, John Day R., near Dayville, Ore. (JC). The colony reportedly has been there for many years. A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was observed closely at a feeder s. of Meadow Brook Pass s. of Dale, Ore (SCG, SG, LJ). One was reported at Blewett Pass in the Washington Cascade Mts., July 10 (Y.A.S.). A female Anna's Hummingbird visited a feeder at Okanagan Falls, B.C., June 14 (SRC) and an imm. bird was sighted at Spokane July 10-11 and Aug. 1-2 & 7 (JA). A Broad-tailed Hummingbird at Red Rock Lakes N.WR, June 24 furnished one of very few Montana records (P.A.S.). Rufous Hummingbirds were said to be at feeders all summer at Bozeman (JM). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- A belatedly reported Acorn Woodpecker at Ft. Simcoe, Wash., Mar. 25, carefully described, provided the first state record (BB, CB, CP). Williamson’s Sapsucker was reported 14 times, from s. British Columbia, n. Idaho and mostly, e. Washington. Lewis' Woodpecker appeared in a few n.e. Washington, Idaho, and n.w. Montana localities. White-headed Woodpeckers were reported at five localities. Only four locales produced Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker sightings and ten localities reported N. Three-toeds. Numerous Ash-throated Flycatchers were apparently on territory in an extensive grove of junipers near Diamond Craters, Malheur N.W.R. (CDL) One was reported at "a nesting area" at Badger Mt., just n. of Wenatchee, Wash. (WD) A Least Flycatcher was seen and heard at Okanagan Falls June 8, 11, 14 & 24 (SRC, RW) and one was counted in Wright's Valley on the B.B.S., near Chewelah, Wash. (EH). A male Purple Martin was over a pond along the Tucannon R., Columbia Co., Wash., in the Blue Mt. foothills June 14 (JWW).

JAYS THROUGH THRUSHES -- The only Blue Jay sighting was along the Spokane R., n. of Reardan the first week of June (SK, fide WH). Klamath R. Canyon near the California border in Oregon yielded a Wrentit June 8 (SS). Twenty-nine singing Winter Wrens were noted on a one-week backpack
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trip in the Glacier Park area of Washington’s n. Cascades July 18-25 and one was singing on Browne Mt, near Spokane for the only other report (THR). Canyon Wrens were missing from most of the usual sites in the Bozeman area, the only report came from Bear Trap Canyon (DS), the severe winter was possibly the cause. The only other reports were of a singing male near Chewelah (JN) and one at Chelan, Wash., June 17 (WD). The Mockingbird found in May near Klamath Falls was joined by another June 27 but no nesting activity was noted (SS). Twenty observations of Sage Thrashers came from sagebrush areas of n c Lincoln County, Wash., June 28-July 18 (JH) The B.B.S., 20 mi. e. of Pendleton, Ore., turned up five Gray Catbirds (CC); several were along Pine Cr., near Weston, Ore., July 18 (PD, RF), and the species was found in the vicinity of Naches, Nile and Yakima Indian Reservation, Wash. (Y.A.S.). A one-week backpack trip in the Glacier Park area found 30 staging Hermit Thrushes and a colony of Veeries at Ochoco Ranger Station campground e. of Prineville, Oreg, appeared to be doing well (JC). "Goodly numbers" of Mountain Bluebirds were reported in the Helena area and the Nampa, Ida, area reported 44 July 5, but the birds appeared scarce elsewhere. Western Bluebird numbers were apparently normal in most areas. 

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- One or possibly two pairs of Solitary Vireos were on territory in the Kirk Hill Nature Area s. of Bozeman (CH, EH). A female Black-throated Gray Warbler on the upper Pahsimeroi R., e. of Challis, Ida, was apparently the first for the area (HBR). A supposed Hermit x Townsend's Warbler, the third such for the Davis L.-Elk L area, was found among a mixed singing population of the putative parent species (LM) A male Chestnut-sided Warbler was singing July 7-8 at Ochoco Ranger Station campground (JC). A singing Ovenbird, well studied, was at the junction of the Yakima and Teanaway Rivers just e. of Cle Elum, Wash., June 9 (RH) and singing males were again found in Cottonwood Canyon s. of Bozeman (PDS). Northern Waterthrushes were singing regularly at the usual spot along the Little Deschutes R., near Gilchrist, Ore., during June (m.ob.). Yellow-breasted Chat was reported only for the Grande Ronde R., between Elgin and Imbler, Ore. (SCG), at two places in s. Idaho, at Browne Mt., near Spokane (THR), at Columbia N.W.R. (JA), and in the Yakima - Naches area (Y.A.S.). The Am. Redstart was observed along the Little Deschutes R., near Gilchrist in June (m oh.). 

BLACKBIRDS -- A Bobolink was sighted at Salmon, Ida, June 2 & 30 (HBR). In Montana the birds were reported at Bigfork and at Swan Lake N.W.R., e. of Flathead L. (F.A.S.). Near Bruneau, Ida, the hayfield where the birds unsuccessfully attempted nesting yielded only a male June 16 (JSM). McCall, Ida, had one July 24 (RB). An ad. male N. (Baltimore) Oriole 35 km. n. of Hudson Hope, B.C., June 27 was far n. of its normal range (KV). A pair of "Bullock's" again brought off young at Wasa Sloughs near Wasa, B.C. (MVW). 

FINCHES, SPARROWS -- A male and a female Rose-breasted Grosbeak along Wenas Cr, s of the Boise-Cascade campground s w of Ellensburg June 29 made the third record for Washington (DH) and a male was sighted July 7 between Colbert and Chattaroy, Wash. (JK). A male was photographed at Indian Fork campground near Sisters, Ore., May 28 (JC, SCG) and a female stayed in a Helena yard the last week of July (LS). Two singing male Lazuli Buntings 29 km. s. of Chetwynd, B.C., June 26 were well n. of their usual range (KV). There was an unexpected dearth of Evening Grosbeaks in the Cascade Mrs., Deschutes Co., Ore., but July found them in high numbers in the c. Cascades of Washington including the Glacier Peak area. No unusual concentrations were reported elsewhere. Black Rosy Finches were easy to find in July and August in a cirque above Fairy L., Bridget Mrs., n. of Bozeman. Adults were feeding young there July 30 (CH, EH). A singing male and a female Lesser Goldfinch were on territory just e. of Lyle, Wash., again this summer (WS). Red Crossbills were apparently little in evidence; the one-week backpack trip into the Glacier Peak area found none at all! A Green-tailed Towhee was reported at Salmon, Ida, June 10 and July 2 (HBR). Grasshopper Sparrows were noted only in the Upland Sandpiper area of the Spokane Valley June 20 & 27 and July 8 (JA; THR). The only Sage Sparrows were at Columbia N.W.R., June 15 (JA). Up to three singing male and one female Clay-colored Sparrows were discovered in hedgerows of an old apple orchard in the Spokane Valley. They were noted several times June 26-July 8 (JA; WAH; LH, THR). This supposed breeding colony would be the only one w. of the Continental Divide. Unfortunately it is on land approved or proposed for housing developments. A singing male was in Camas Cr. Meadows on the w. side of Glacier N.P., Mont., July 10 (EH). White-crowned Sparrows were reported only on the B.B.S., s. of Avery, Ida, June 23 (THR, SGS). Lincoln's Sparrows were reported for subalpine meadows around Glacier Peak (THR) and in Idaho at Warm L., near Knox; at Fish L., 30 mi. s. of Elk City (JH), and near Hoodoo L., n.e. Idaho Co., 15 mi. s. of Powell Range Station, an adult flushed from a nest containing four eggs (SKe, EM). 
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The Nesting Season, 1979

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Bill Harrington-Tweit, Philip W. Mattocks, Jr., and Eugene S. Hunn

This summer contributors were asked to note in particular, observations of several species that seem to be showing local declines; Common Nighthawk, Purple Martin, bluebirds, and Yellow Warbler. The information received indicates that each bears watching in the future. Most of the breeding range expansions noted over the past few summers are continuing without interruption, except possibly that of the White-tailed Kite. Virtually all of the passerine expansions are northward movements, while water birds are expanding into the Region from the east and north. An increasing number of observers are undertaking projects involving systematic observations of a specific locale. We are grateful that we have been allowed to glean some of the more interesting findings from these studies and hope that others will be inspired to do likewise. Among these projects are the monthly census of a 300-acre city park in Seattle (coordinated by SH, EP and B & GR), weekly shorebird censuses of Leadbetter Point (RW) and Ocean Shores (DP), and the monthly raptor census of the Vancouver area (compiled by A & JG). 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- The only report of nesting Com. Loons came from s. Vancouver Island (hereafter, V.I.) (fide VG). This species may well be extirpated as a breeder in w. Oregon and Washington. A comparison of reports of summering W. Grebes over the last 14 years indicates a gradual long-term decline in the non-breeding population in our area. No N. Fulmars were seen offshore Washington or British Columbia (TW, WC). Usually a few can be found throughout the summer. A Leach's Storm-Petrel in the Straits of Juan de Fuca July 5 (JA, fide VG) was unusual in its proximity to the coast. Leach's are denizens of the warm water well offshore. Nine Fork-taileds in the Straits July 14 (JH) were more usual, since they prefer to feed in the colder onshore waters. Another good Brown Pelican fall may be in the offing. The 300 at the mouth of the Rogue R., Oreg, July 27 (JR, fide HN) was a very high count for July, and the first V.I., record since 1973, was an immature July 28 off Pacific Rim N.P. (WC). Cormorants are apparently on the increase in breeding areas where human disturbance is at a minimum. A colony of >100 pairs of Double-cresteds was established in Grays Harbor, Wash., this summer, and its nesting success was excellent (JS). The large Mandarte I., V.I., colony has been increasing over the past few years, and the small Chain Islet colony off Victoria showed an unexpected increase this summer (MS). Also the Pelagic Cormorant colony on the Chain Islets jumped from 215 nests in 1978 to 373 this year. A newspaper account of a Magnificent Frigatebird near the mouth of the Rogue R, in s Oregon July 24 (fide HN) may be plausible, since extraordinary numbers were seen in California this summer. The 165 Great Egrets
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 seen in s. Oregon this spring had dwindled to two at Coos Bay June 5 (HN). Presumably they returned S to breed after wintering in the Region, as none were seen farther n. There were three reports of Black-crowned Night Herons; an adult on Reifel I., B.C., June 8 (WC). several adults throughout the season at Canby, near Portland (fide HN), and an immature on the S. Umpqua R., Oreg, July 1 (FP). These sightings suggested possible breeding in the Region. 

DUCKS THROUGH CRANES -- Last summer's spate of unusual duck breeding records was followed by nesting only at Everett, Wash. where Gadwall, Am. Wigeon. Lesser Scaup and Ruddy Duck were again found breeding at the sewage ponds (DP, SD). Pintail, Green-winged Teal, and N. Shoveler summered in good habitat in several locales, but no breeding was reported. A male Garganey spent June 8-12 at Iona I. B.C., where the only previous regional record was of one seen in May 1977 (HC, † VG et al.). A natural origin is not unlikely since a number of recent Alaska records are mid-May to mid-June. DP observed an influx of male White-winged Scoters in breeding plumage into Grays Harbor in mid-July, after which they began their post-breeding molt. A molt migration following breeding could explain the presence in July of scoters in this plumage noted in previous years. Our pioneering White-tailed Kites may have run into trouble. They could not be found at Finley N.W.R., Oreg, (fide HN), where they bred 1976-1977. The only report from the Region was of a single bird near Riddle, Douglas Co., Oreg, June 27 (FP). This correlates with the recent decline noted in n. California (AB 33:309). An out-of-range ad. Swainson's Hawk was seen June 24 near Chemainus, V.I. (†JC, ML). Five Golden Eagle nests were found this summer in w. Washington. The nests on San Juan I. (CN, fide RK) and on nearby James I. (PC, fide TW) were in a traditional locale, but the nests in Grays Harbor County (RK), Mason County (BB), and in Mt. Baker N.F. (SB, fide CC) were surprising. It has been suggested that Golden Eagles may be expanding into w. Washington as large clearcuts with abundant Mountain Beaver (Aplodontia rufa) populations become an ever larger part of our landscape (Murrelet 59:77). Osprey nesting success was good on s. V.I. (VG) and in the Willamette and Umpqua valleys of Oregon (GG, FP). Marsh Hawks were noted at one inland and four coastal locations, and breeding was documented at Ocean Shores (DP). Two Peregrines were found summering in the Region. There were three sightings of Merlins around Victoria, where they have been seen almost every summer since 1974. The species is rarely found summering elsewhere in the Region. Sandhill Cranes bred for the first time in w. Oregon. A pair with two chicks was seen in early July at Wildcat Swamp, Three Sisters Wilderness, Lane Co. (DPe, JB, fide AP). This location is not far across the Cascade crest from established nesting areas in w. Deschutes County. At least one chick was produced at the Pitt Meadows, B.C., nesting area (DK, fide GA). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The pair of Semipalmated Plovers on territory at Ocean Shores, Wash., disappeared in late June (EH, JS), and an ill-fated pair at Iona I., B.C., had their nest destroyed by predators (GA). Snowy Plovers also had a rough summer, at least in Washington. Only four chicks were produced on Leadbetter Pt. (RW). One chick was fledged at Ocean Shores (KK) and a second nest there was abandoned (JS). Snowies were found on a dredge spoil bank in Coos Bay this summer (BF, fide HN). The species may yet survive in the Pacific Northwest if it can adapt to dredge spoil and natural sand islands. Three Am. Golden Plovers June 9 at S.J.C.R. were the last of a very large number of spring occurrences. In addition to those cited in the spring report, nine birds occurred on Leadbetter Pt. (RW); one very early Mar. 28, three in late April - early May, and five in late May. One golden plover at Coos Bay July 14 (JE, BF, fide AM) was early. The earliest date for returning Ruddy Turnstones was July 13 until this summer when two were at Victoria July 1 (RS), eight on Cleland I., V.I., July 7 (MS), and two at Ocean Shores July 10 (DP). Black Turnstones outdid Ruddies, with 16 at Victoria June 26 (RS). Surfbirds also returned early, with 64 at Barkley Sound, V.I., July 3 (WC). Two Long-billed Curlews were at Coos Bay June 23+ (AM, HN). One was at Leadbetter Pt., June 24 (DF), and two were at Ocean Shores from July 10 (DP). A very few Whimbrels apparently summered in coastal locations, and large flocks were reported in late June and early July. The 175 at Leadbetter Pt., June 24 (DF, HN) were not present throughout June (RW). Sixty were on Cleland I., off V.I., by July 7 and 300 were at Ocean Shores July 10-19 (DP). Three Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported, but only the one July 28 at Tillamook Bay, Oreg, had accompanying details (†HN, †DF). The first flocks of W. Sandpipers were at Leadbetter Pt., June 22 (RW) and Victoria June 24 (RS). By July 10 there were 30,000 at Ocean Shores and Hoquiam (DP). Short-billed Dowitchers also massed in the same area, with 12,000 there July 10-19 (DP). An Am. Avocet was at Iona I., July 24-27 (GA, ph.). 

GULLS THROUGH ALCIDS -- The Ring-billed Gull colony in Grays Harbor increased to 18 nests this summer (JS). Heermann's Gulls were late in arriving and slow in building up their numbers, but were common as usual by the end of the period, as illustrated by the count of 1000 birds/hr. moving past Yaquina Bay, Oreg, July 28 (TC, fide HN). A sub-ad. Franklin's Gull July 30 at Metchosin, V.I., was early (M & VG). Both Bonaparte's Gulls and Black-legged Kittiwakes seemed present in lower numbers than in years past. Five pairs of Arctic Terns nested again this year on Jetty I., in Everett, Wash. Three nests were found June 13 (DM) and adults guarding young were seen July 7 (PM). This outpost may prove temporary, as grass is overgrowing the nesting sites. The huge Caspian Tern colony in Grays Harbor held 1900 nests this summer, and 900+ of the chicks were color-banded (JS). Six Black Terns which summered along the Willamette R., between Albany and Corvallis may have bred there again (FR, fide HN). Several alcid species showed signs of colonizing or recolonizing unoccupied areas. Twenty breeding plumaged Ancient Murrelets were seen off LaPush, Wash., in mid-June (SS). One in breeding plumage was found dead at Ocean Shores July 19 (DP), and a Ø-plumaged bird was off Cleland I., V.I., July 15 (MS). TW noted ad. Tufted Puffins in several places in the San Juans, where puffins have been absent for a number of years. Two ad. Horned Puffins in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, s. of Victoria, June 4 (MGu, fide WC), another adult investigating crevices on Island Rock, s. of Port Orford, Oreg, July 3 (BP, fide AM), and an adult seen in the Tufted Puffin colony on Protection L, near Port Townsend, Wash., Aug. 5-26 (†PG, EH, JnS, ph.), add to the lengthening list of sightings of adults in summer in the s. half of the Region. Although at possible nesting sites, these records should be interpreted cautiously, as young adults may "own" burrows but not breed until they are at least five years old (Can. Field-Nature. 93:84- 86). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- A calling Yellow-billed Cuckoo, seen July 26-Aug. 1 in a riparian area along the Skykomish R., near Sultan, Wash. (†KB, †EH, †PM) was delightful news. It has been >40 years since a cuckoo has been found in breeding habitat in w. Washington. It is possible, however, that the bird was an e. vagrant. The site should be closely monitored next summer 
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S.A.
The U.S. Forest Service has, over the last two summers, greatly expanded our knowledge of the distribution and abundance of Barred and Spotted owls in Washington and Oregon. They are to be commended for the extensive survey work and more importantly for the resulting changes in snag policies and timber sales that are directed toward preserving some forest for the beleaguered Spotted Owl. Approximately 120 pairs have been located on Nat'l Forest lands in Washington, and in Oregon the population levels are even better. Sixty pairs may be in the Mt. Hood area alone. (fide KH). Recently the Barred Owl has firmly established itself in the same habitat used by Spotted Owls. In the Gifford Pinchot N.F., Wash., where there are 13 known Barred Owl sites, Barred and Spotted owls have been heard hooting at each other (SP). The outcome of this newly established sympatric is unknown, but should be obvious within a few years, as the Barred Owl continues its explosive expansion. This species was found in three new locales in the Skagit R., drainage this summer. It crossed the Columbia R., into the Cascades of Oregon, where there were no previous records. KH heard one near Bear Springs on the s.e. side of Mt. Hood late last winter, and one was calling in June near Zigzag on the w. side of the mountain (fide HN, DF). 


without disturbing any birds that might be present. Common Nighthawk numbers were reduced in many lowland areas around Puget Sound and the n. Willamette Valley. They were as abundant as usual, however, in clearcuts in the foothills. A male Costa's Hummingbird at a feeder at Molalla, Clackamas Co., Oreg, June 26-July 20 (HN, TC, ph.) is at least the fifth state record. A male Selasphorus hummingbird with full gorget and completely green back was found June 12 at Lincoln City, Oreg, (JE), somewhat n. of the usual range of the Allen's Hummingbird on the s.w. Oregon coast. For details on definitive identification of Allen's vs. Rufous hummingbirds see The Condor 74:25-32, 1972 and 77:196-205, 1975. Single male Calliope Hummingbirds were w. of their usual range at Manning P.P., June 10 (AG) and at Newhalem, Wash., June 2 (TW). There were no reports of Acorn Woodpeckers. This species may show drastic changes in abundance over short periods of time, especially at its n. limit in the Willamette Valley. Williamson's Sapsucker was found again at the w. fringe of its range, at Manning P.P., B.C. (VG), and at White Pass, Wash. (DP). A N. Three-toed Woodpecker was seen near Courtenay, V.I. (DS, HF, fide VG) for one of very few records for the area. 
FLYCATCHERS THROUGH GNATCATCHERS -- One definite and two probable nests of the Ash-throated Flycatcher in the Umpqua R. drainage (FP) were n. of their normal Rogue R. haunts. A single Ash-throated was w of its range in Washington at McKenna July 29 (†TB, EP) A Black Phoebe near Shady Cove, Oreg, was n of that species' usual range around Medford (JHi, fide HN). A single singing Least Flycatcher July 7-17 near Duncan established at least the third record for V.I. (†JC, ML, KI). CC found Hammond's Flycatchers more common this June in the heavily logged Willapa Hills of s.w. Washington than at comparable elevations in the Cascade foothills. Purple Martins are still in trouble. The w. Washington populations seem to be stable only where nest boxes have been provided (JD). In w. Oregon there appeared to be 50± pairs along the Columbia R., 25± at Fern Ridge Res., near Eugene, another 25 scattered along the coast, and a few others nesting in burn areas (JP, HP, TL). A Clark's Nutcracker along the coast at Tokeland, Wash., June 7 (TB) would be surprising even in winter. The Wrentit in Corvallis July 30 (E & EE) was a short jump n. of the population around Finley N.W.R. This species is showing steady range expansion in the Willamette Valley. Rock Wrens bred again at Spencer Butte, Eugene, Oreg, (fide SG). A pair nesting along the Elk R., e. of Port Orford provided the first breeding record in the Oregon Coast Range (DR, .fide AM). Varied Thrushes were found on territories in two spots in Capitol Forest near Olympia, Wash. (BHT, G & WH), where they have not been known to breed before. A Veery singing in Beacon Hill P., Victoria, June 16 (†HH, †MG, fide VG), provided the first record for the Victoria area. Western Bluebird populations were stable in some areas, but other, often nearby areas that traditionally have been good sites have lost their bluebird populations entirely. It is only recently that Townsend's Solitaires have been discovered breeding in Oregon's Coast Range (AB 31: 1182). This summer one was found in the headwaters of the Coquille R. (AM) and three freshly fledged young were found at Alsea, near Corvallis (E & EE, fide HN). The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 12 mi s. of Roseburg, Oreg, June 22 (RSm, .fide HN) provided only the third Regional record outside of its usual s. Jackson County haunts. The species had a good year on Roxy Anne Butte and two nesting pairs were found at a new location near Gold Hill (OS). 

WARBLERS THROUGH SPARROWS -- July 13 was Northern Parula day in Washington, with an ad. male near Ocean Shores (†G & WH) and another male near Neah Bay (†JF, BFe et al.). These established the first Regional records. An ad. male Black-throated Blue Warbler provided another first Regional record. This bird stayed around Still Cr. campground on Mr. Hood, Oreg, June 23 - July 15 (DMr, †HN et al.). A male Chestnut-sided Warbler was seen well in Florence, Oreg, May 31 (MM, MF, fide AC), and another male was on the U.B.C. campus in Vancouver June 19-21 (R & SC et al., fide (G & WA). A male Am. Redstart was at Sultan, Wash., July 27 for one of very few records for w. Washington (†DP, SD). Yellow Warbler numbers in Oregon appear to be depressed, but the species was reported to be in normal numbers in Washington and s. British Columbia. Hermit Warblers were abundant this year in the Siskiyous, Cascades, and Coast Ranges of Oregon. In Washington the species was similarly abundant in the s Cascades and was common in several river drainages on the e. slope of the Olympics However, they could not be found in the Willapa Hills, the range that links the Oregon Coast Range and the Olympics. Hermits were found this summer in the c. Cascades of Washington, an area with few previous records. Two males were found in the Snoqualmie drainage near N. Bend (KB, EP), several were in an area above Skykomish (FW, fide TW), and singing males were at three sites in the Sauk drainage near Darrington (CC). The W. Meadowlark seen July 5 at Saanich provided the first July record there in four years (VG). Northern Orioles are becoming more common on s. V.I., with at least seven birds noted this summer. This species was not seen regularly on s. V.I., until the late 1960s The 25 pairs of Tricolored Blackbirds nesting near Central Pt., Jackson Co., Oreg, (CR) was the first sizable colony in the Region since 1974. A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen along Puget Sound near Tacoma, Wash., June 22 (†TB), for the first record for w. Washington Black-headed Grosbeaks were reported as abundant in s. Oregon and w. Washington, and scarce in n. Oregon and on V.I. Evening Grosbeaks were far more common than usual on the Washington coast, around Puget Sound, and in the Victoria area, while in normal numbers elsewhere. Two Pine Grosbeaks were found June 24 in the Sharp Rocks area of the Gifford Pinchot N.F. (BS, fide HN). This is s. of Mr. Rainier, the usual s. limit of breeding for this species. A pair of Grasshopper Sparrows was in residence at their favorite field near Eugene after a two-year absence (TC, SG). Two singing d Black-thinned Sparrows were found May 23 and one singing male June 11 about 10 mi n.e. of Medford (DSo) Another male was found in the same ceanothus patch on Roxy Anne Butte where a pair was seen in 1977 and birds were found in 1970 and 1971 (†SG). 

CORRIGENDUM -- Please delete the record of the Parakeet Auklets off Dungeness Spit in Washington (AB 32:1047). The possibility has not been eliminated that these birds were freshly fledged juvenile Rhinoceros Auklets. 
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