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Autumn Migration, 1975  

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers  

[image: Intermtn Capture]
August was unseasonably cool and wet over most of the Region, with southern Idaho, eastern Oregon and the Bozeman area the exceptions. Snow was down to the 6000 foot level in the Canadian national parks of the Rockies before the end of the month. September was mild and very dry nearly everywhere. October, showing a sharp reversal, was cold and wet, with snow down into the valleys in western Montana. At Bozeman a severe storm with heavy snow and an east wind about October 12 was believed responsible for grounding a small flood of migrants including eastern vagrants. Another storm there ten days later had a similar effect.  
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Yet that area had a large number of record late dates, mostly after the storms. November was rather cold but precipitation was varied. In general the lowlands west of the Rockies got their first snows by mid-month but they did not stay. The rain shadow area along the Cascades was dry. The end of November brought heavy snow and falling temperatures to most areas. Crater Lake National Park, where most birds depart in August, was a world apart with repeated snows piling up to a four-foot depth by the end of the period. The Whooping Crane foster-parent experiment was probably the most notable event of the season. Another highlight was Rick Howie's comprehensive report on the Yoho National Park area of British Columbia. 

LOONS AND GREBES -- Single Arctic Loons appeared in e. Washington, with two observations on Granite L., Spokane Co. Oct. 27 & Nov. 1 and two at Blue L., Grant Co. Nov. 10 (JA & WH). A Red-throated Loon was reported from the Nampa, Ida. area Nov 5. A Red-necked Grebe on a lake at 9000 ft. elevation near Challis, Ida., Sept. 28 was Roberts' first for the species in that area. Yoho N.P., Canada had its first-ever Eared Grebe on Emerald L. Nov. 23 (BBe & LW) Fifty W. Grebes were on Helena Valley Res. near Helena in late October and Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, Ida had up to 100 in September and October. 

HERONS THROUGH IBISES -- Another record of the Green Heron was provided by an ad. bird seen along the Umatilla R. near Umatilla, Ore., in October (C & MC). The only egret reports were of single Greats near Lowden, Wash., in late August (MCo) and near Sisters, Ore. Sept. 25 (MS) and two Snowies at L. Helena from late August to late September. Trost had a band return for a young White-faced Ibis banded in June of last year, from Sinaloa, Mex., found there in April. 

WATERFOWL -- The Turnbull N.W.R. Trumpeter Swan flock at Cheney, Wash. numbered at least 32, with at least 12 cygnets reaching flight stage. Up to 36 appeared at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore. An imm. bird with a yellow neck band was at Three Forks, Mont. Oct. 26. White-fronted Geese were counted in unprecedented numbers in e. Oregon and Washington. A flock of 80 was at Tumalo Res. n.w. of Bend, Ore. Oct 8-12 (JJ). In Washington, McNary N.W.R., Burbank, had up to 24 in late October and four were in the Richland area on two dates in October and November. In c Washington one was at Stratford and Cold Springs N W R. near Boardman, Ore. had seven Oct. 4. Snow Geese were reported in numbers only at Salmon, Ida. where large flights passed over at the time of the first heavy snowfall Nov. 9-10. Five were recorded at Brisco, B.C. Nov. 3. They are rare migrants in that area (RRH). Two in blue phase appeared at Richland and two of 17 Snow Geese at McNary N.W.R. had plumage intermediate between white and blue phase. A single Ross' Goose was at Deer Flat N.W.R. Nov. 11. At Malheur N.W.R. duck numbers, especially of Mallard and Pintail, were markedly higher than in the last three years. However, Mallard and Canada Geese numbers at McNary continued the decline they have shown since the mid-sixties (OV). Deer Flat N W R Pintail numbers peaked at 6100 in late August and were still at 5000 in late November. Mallards there reached 140,000 by Nov. 20. Three sightings of Gadwall added the species to the lists of Banff and Yoho N.P. (RRH) Waterfowl numbers at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. were up significantly over last year, ducks totaling over 124,000 in November. Geese peaked at 6000 there in October. A male Mallard x Pintail was on the Columbia R. at Richland Nov. 25 (REW). A lone Com. Goldeneye on the Yakima R. near Selah, Wash. Nov 11 was noteworthy (EC). Two Oldsquaws at Columbia N.W.R. Oct. 31 were a refuge first. White-winged Scorer sightings were up. Medical L., Spokane Co, Wash. had up to five in late October and at that lake and nearby Willow and Reardan Lakes eight were counted Nov. 1. Five were still at Reardan Nov. 9 (JA & WH). One was on the Yakima R. at Richland in late October (EM) and Yoho N.P. had six Oct. 4 (CW & LW). Most unusual was one near Charlo, Lake Co., (CJH) and four killed by hunters in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont. (PLW). A female Surf Scorer appeared at Richland Oct. 22 & Nov. 15 (PW & REW) and one was seen in Yoho N.P. Oct. 11 (C & LW) Up to five were on Medical L. in late October and Lenore L. in Grant Co., Wash. had one Nov. 16. Three Forks, Mont. had one Oct. 26-27 (ETH, RAH, PDS, SC) A Ruddy Duck at Fortine, Mont. Nov. 3 was the latest ever (WW). A female Red-breasted Merganser was carefully examined with a 20X telescope in Yoho N.P. Nov 3 (RRH) and another was at Richland Nov. 13 and again Nov. 28-29 (LH, REW). 

HAWKS -- A Goshawk in Yoho N.P. Nov. 9 furnished only the third record there (RRH). Rough-legged Hawks appeared in numbers in Idaho and e Washington and in the Helena Valley. A dark phase Ferruginous Hawk was sighted at Kamiak Butte, Whitman Co., Wash. Sept. 14 and a light phase was there Oct. 16 (JWW). A dark phase bird was compared with a dark phase Rough-legged nearby, at Warwick, Klickitat Co., Wash. Nov. 29 (EH). The Bald Eagle gathering near West Glacier, Glacier N.P., peaked at 281 adults and 96 immatures Nov. 25, up slightly from last year (TJF et al.). Three Gyrfalcon and seven Peregrine Falcon sightings were reported. Prairie Falcon sightings were moderately encouraging in some localities but were completely lacking in many others. 

S.A.
CRANES -- Of the 14 Whooping Crane eggs substituted singly into nests of Sandhill Cranes at Grays Lake N.W.R. in s.e. Idaho, nine hatched, three were infertile and two were lost to predators. Six young survived to flight age. Foster parent family groups joined flocks gathering for migration and the families were seen departing between Oct. 8 and 22. The family leaving Oct. 8 at 10:30 a.m. was sighted the next day at 5 p.m. at Monte Vista N.W.R. in Colorado. On Oct. 25 the first family arrived at the wintering grounds at the Bosque del Apache N.W.R. in New Mexico. The young whoopers appeared to be doing well there (RD & RH).
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SHOREBIRDS -- A Semipalmated Plover at Fortine, Mont., Aug. 21 was a rare sighting (WW) and one in Yoho N.P. Aug. 24 was unusual. The Snowy Plover, rare in the region, appeared at Sunriver, Ore. Sept. 3 (JB) The Am. Golden Plover, always noteworthy in the region, appeared at Bowron Slough e. of Quesnel, B C Sept. 18 (KMB) and at Reardan, Wash. Sept. 27, (JA) both single birds. The species was near Bozeman, Mont. Oct. 29, a record late date by ten days (HC, SC & PDS). Richland had a surprising 17 around mid- October. Five Black-bellied Plovers at a lake near Fortine furnished the first record there in 55 years' observing (WW). Two Upland Sandpipers were found near Bowron Lakes P.P. Aug. 25 (VB, DOB & KMB). One was seen for a few days in August at Nicholson, west of Yoho N.P. and a dead one was found in the park Aug. 24 for the first record there (RRH & CW). They were unreported elsewhere except for one overlooked for the summer report, 17 mi. s. of John Day, Ore. (AC et al.) At Richland two rarities showed up, a Red Knot Sept 30-Oct. 1 (PW & REW) and a juvenile Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Sept. 28-Oct. 5 (CC, MC & REW). Single Dunlins appeared at Fortine Aug. 10 & 21 (WW). A very few Stilt Sandpipers stopped at Bowron Slough, Reardan and Richland and four were near Fortine, the second record there (first-1941) (WW). Two Marbled Godwits were migrating as far west as Summer L., Lake Co., Ore., Aug. 28 (KRB). On the same date there 59 Black-necked Stilts were counted (KRB). 

GULLS AND TERNS -- Spokane had an imm. Mew Gull at the city dump Nov. 16 (JA). A sizable group of 500 Bonaparte's Gulls appeared at Klamath Falls Oct. 19 (SS) and the birds were very common at Kootenai N W R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., with flocks of 50-100, some remaining to mid-November. Twenty-six remained in the Rupert, Ida. area until November. A Sabine's Gull was sighted in September at Bowron Slough (KMB) and two were at Stinking L. on Malheur N.W.R. (CDL). At least one Com. Tern was at Golden, B.C. Sept. 2 (FK). 

OWLS -- The only Barn Owls reported were one found dead on the highway near Rupert, Ida, (WHS) and one on Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., Aug. 4 (WH). Just one Snowy Owl had appeared, in the Beaverfoot Valley near Yoho N.P. Oct. 18. Three Hawk Owls, perhaps a family group, were found Aug. 7 In Banff N.P. (GH) and a single was seen at Brisco s. of Yoho N.P. Nov. 16 (RRH & FK). A family group of four was observed near the summit of Mt. Revelstoke, s interior British Columbia at about 6500 ft. elevation Aug 17 (AB). Two Barred Owls were heard calling at Twin Lakes, Kootenai Co., Ida. Aug. 13-15 (P & RME). Two recently fledged Great Gray Owls Aug. 26 were the first sighting ever for Roberts in the Salmon, Ida. area Another was found south of Crater Lake N.P. near the Fort Klamath dump. A Short-eared Owl was picked up dead in Yoho N.P. Nov. 19 (BBe & CW) and single Boreal Owls were seen there Sept. 25 & Nov. 16. 

POORWILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- The only Poorwill records came from Ellis Creek in the vicinity of Penticton, B.C. Aug. 26 (RJC & MGS) and from Rock L. s.e. of Sprague, Wash. Sept 4 (JWW). A group of Vaux's Swifts estimated at 1000 was along the Klickitat R. s.w. of Goldendale, Wash Aug. 24. A male Broad-tailed and a male Anna's Hummingbird were with other hummers at a feeder at Chiloquin, Ore. Aug. 2 (TC & JGi). A male Anna's appeared at Missoula Oct. 26 (SSF & PLW) and when it continued to appear, Sid Frissell provided a feeder. It survived + 10°F. weather with snow on the ground but fell out of a tree Nov. 25, was rescued and was doing quite well housed in a ten gallon aquarium tank! Two unidentified hummers were at a feeder at Invermere near Radium Hot Springs, B.C. until Nov. 7 when someone told the feeder operator to take the feeder down so the bird would go south, which was probably too late. Single birds remained at Yakima and Wapato, Wash into November. All these hummers were most likely Anna's. A male Calliope was seen at Missoula on the preposterously late date of Nov. 19 (SSF). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- The scarce Williamson's Sapsucker was reported from Crater Lake N.P. Nov. 19 and two were seen on Bamber Mt., Ferry Co., Wash., Sept. 6. The only sighting of the Ash-throated Flycatcher was of one in Richland, Sept. 5 and one at Deer Flat N.W.R. A massive gathering of Bank Swallows estimated at 3000 or more was at Medical and W. Medical Lakes, Spokane Co. Aug 17. An aggregation of Barn Swallows totaling 800 was observed at Deer Flat N.W.R. Sept. 17. 

JAYS THROUGH CREEPERS -- One or possibly more Blue Jays appeared at Bozeman Oct. 22 and stayed through the report period. At Nampa two were found Sept. 20 and at Deer Flat N.W.R. one was sighted Nov. 9. Single birds were seen at Big Fork and Swan L., Mont. (BBa, LG, ESp, UW) and at Malheur N.W.R. (DG). About ten Com. Bushtits at Lyle, Wash Nov. 28 were considerably north of their normal range (EH). At Richland a White-breasted Nuthatch Nov 21 and one or two Pygmy Nuthatches Oct. 27-Nov 30 were apparently the first records ever (REW, EM) Single Brown Creepers at Yakima Sept. 1 and Wapato, Wash. Nov. 21 were noteworthy. 

WRENS THROUGH THRUSHES -- Three Canyon Wrens were found at a new location, Mud L. 7 mi. w. of Naches, Wash. (GW). The Nampa area had a Mockingbird the last day of November and one was on Sunnyside Game Range near Mabton, Wash. Oct 17 (JS). A Wood Thrush studied carefully in the Bozeman Cemetery Oct. 16 was only the third for Montana (SC & PDS). A very late Hermit Thrush was at Lyle, Wash Nov. 28-29 (EH) and a Swainson's at Bozeman Oct 16 was 13 days later than the record late date. 

WAXWINGS THROUGH WARBLERS -- The first Bohemian Waxwing record of the season was of a single bird at Emerald L. in Yoho N.P. Sept. 12, but larger flocks did not arrive until the end of October, notably a flock of 1000 at Golden. They soon cleaned out the mountain ash berries and left. Bozeman had its first birds at the same time but Fortine had thus far been bypassed. By mid-November flocks of 2000-3000 
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were common in Missoula and the birds had reached LaGrande, Ore. in some numbers. A few had reached Spokane by Oct. 16. A very late Solitary Vireo was at Baker, Ore. Nov. 9 (AW). Richland had an apparently valid sighting of a Philadelphia Vireo Aug. 26 (EM, fide REW). A new Idaho record was made by a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Pocatello Sept. 13-16 (EF & CHT) and one was reported at Malheur N.W.R. (CDL). An imm. Bay-breasted Warbler was a window casualty there Oct. 10 and was preserved as a specimen (CHT). Another of this species was closely observed at Bozeman Oct. 14 for Montana's second record (PDS). A Palm Warbler in Yoho N.P. Oct. 12 (C & LW) was the only one recorded in the fall for the Region. A window-killed Ovenbird at Bozeman Sept. 11, added to the Montana State U. collection, provided the first local specimen and one of very few local records (D & MQ & PDS). Another appeared at Rupert, Ida. Sept 21 and was apparently the second record there (WHS). Twenty-six N. Waterthrushes were banded on Seventeen Mile Creek n. of Troy, Mont., mostly from late July to mid-August (KB). One appeared in Pocatello Sept. 17 (EF). The species is rare in s. Idaho; one at Richland Sept. 2 was the first ever there (EM). A very late male Wilson's Warbler was in Missoula Nov. 18 (PLW). 

BOBOLINKS AND BLACKBIRDS -- A Bobolink was seen at Bozeman on the record late date of Oct. 14. The only other report for the species was of a very few at Baker, Ore., in August. Small numbers of Rusty Blackbirds appeared Oct. 12, furnishing the first record for Yoho N.P. (C & LW) and most were gone from that vicinity by Oct. 25, but singles appeared at Nicholson Nov 1 & 15. There was a distinct gap on the calendar between the last Brewer's Blackbirds Sept. 27 and the first of the Rusties. Notably late dates for Brewer's were Nov. 2, one at Coeur d' Alene L. (BBa, SGS & ESt) and Nov. 18, eight at Saltese Marsh e. of Spokane (THR). Fifteen Brown-headed Cowbirds at Field, B.C. Sept 19 (RRH) seemed remarkably late for so far north. 

FINCHES -- A few Rose-breasted Grosbeaks continued to appear. Bozeman had a young or fall plumaged male at a feeder Oct. 25-30 (ET & RAH et al.) and an imm. male at Field Oct. 26 furnished Yoho N.P.'s second record (RRH). One was seen in Banff N.P. in early November. A Black-headed Grosbeak at Missoula Oct 10-14 was more than three weeks later than any previous record (RLH). Evening Grosbeaks were scarce or absent over most of the region, only Spokane and Walla Walla reporting them in numbers. A bird recovered at Spokane in May had been banded near Flagstaff, Ariz. Aug. 14, 1973. The only Pine Grosbeaks down from the mountains were in the Salmon, Ida area and on the U. of Montana campus, Missoula. Common Redpolls had reached Spokane, Salmon, Rupert, Helena and Missoula. A few Lesser Goldfinches were seen at a campground n. of Lyle, Wash. Aug. 26 (TW). White-winged Crossbills were found in four unusual localities and nowhere else. Groups of at least eight at Davenport, Wash. were believed the first for Lincoln County (JA) and a few were noted in Missoula. Helena had a few at a feeder (FN) and Bozeman had them from Aug. 21 on. 

SPARROWS -- October 14 was a record late date for the Green-tailed Towhee at Bozeman; the previous last date was Sept. 18. The first record for the Region for the Brown Towhee came from Klamath Falls, Ore. where one was examined closely Oct. 19 by an observer very familiar with the species (SS). The lone Grasshopper and Sage Sparrow reports were for the Potholes Res area n. of Othello, Wash. (WH). Yoho N.P. had its first record of a Vesper Sparrow Aug. 25 (JH) An imm. Chipping Sparrow lingered at Pocatello until Nov. 3 (EF). The only report of the Clay-colored Sparrow was Aug. 22 for Yoho N.P., where it is rare (WM). Records of Harris' Sparrow sprinkled the reports rather generously. One or two were found at Nampa, Salmon (Roberts' first there) and Rupert, Ida , two to five were at Fortine, one appeared at Ennis and one at Missoula, Mont. Richland had a single sighting and the Spokane area had more records than ever before, beginning Sept. 25. One was seen at Kalispell L., Pend Oreille Co., Nov. 28. Lavington, B.C. had one Oct. 4 through the remainder of the fall period. Indian Rock Scenic Area near Bates, Ore. was apparently a new locality for a Golden-crowned Sparrow (RAHu) White-throated Sparrows also made news, with one, Shillington's first, at Rupert; two at Pocatello (EF), one at Bozeman (SC & PDS), one or two at several places at Spokane (JA, WH, JR); one banded at Bend (GM) another seen at Spring R., (B & CG) and one at Baker, Ann Ward's first, all in Oregon. A record late Lincoln's Sparrow was at Bozeman Oct. 14, nearly two weeks after the latest previous date (SC & PDS). Kay Burk banded a surprising 17 of this species near Troy, Mont during September. A real rarity was an imm. Swamp Sparrow at Missoula Nov. 27 and later (PLW). Bozeman reported the only McCown's Longspurs Oct 26 Lapland Longspurs were added to the Yoho N.P list On one date three were seen perched in larch trees at 7400 ft. elevation! (RRH). 

CONTRIBUTORS -- (Area editors in boldface, number of observers in area, observers cited): British Columbia: Calgary Field Naturalists' Society, Rudi Butot (21); Banff and Yoho N.P., R.R. Howie (9) (BBe) Brent Beam, Geoff Holroyd, Jack Husted, Francis King, Wayne McCrory, Carson & Lynn Wade, British Columbia Provincial Museum, M.G. Shepard (9), Kevin M. Bell, V. Bopp, Richard J Cannings, Derek O'Brien; s. interior British Columbia James Grant (7), Alice Beals; Idaho: n. Idaho, Shirley G. Sturts (7), (ESt) Esther Stewart; Grays L. & Bear L N.W.R., Rod Drewien & Russell Hoffman; Kootenai N.W.R., Delano A. Pierce; Pocatello area, Charles H. Trost (5), Edson Fichter; Rupert area, W.H. Shillington (2); Salmon area, Hadley B. Roberts, s w Idaho, Belle Shaw for Golden Eagle Chapter, National Audubon Society (43); Montana: Lower Flathead Valley Bird Club, Bigfork, Wanda Jamieson (7), (BBa) Betty Bartlett, Lon Gates, Ron Lang, (ESp) Elmer Sprunger, Ursula Whitney; Bitterroot Valley, Ruby Sutherland; Bozeman-Three Forks area, P.D. Skaar (11), Helen Carlson, Sharon Cotterell, E T & R.A. Hays, Don & Mary Quimby; Glacier N P, Thomas J. Fewlass (7); Helena area, Sid Martin (7), Fletcher Newby; Fortine, Winton Weyderneyer, Red 
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Rock Lakes N.W.R., James W. Roscoe; Missoula area, Sidney S. Frissell (4), Philip L. Wright; Oregon: Baker area, Ann Ward (2), (RAHu) Robert A. Hudson; Bend area, Julie Johnson (13) Jay Bowerman, B. & C. Glading, George Merrick; Crater Lake N.P., George T. Morrison; Malheur N.W.R., Larry Napier (3), Dick Gritman, C.D. Littlefield: Washington: Dave Brown, Columbia N.W.R.; Clarkston area, Margaret J. Polumsky (4); McNary N.W.R., Owen Vivion; n.e. area, Mts. S.O. Stanley for Spokane Audubon Society (12), Jim Acton, Warren Hall, Jan Reynolds, Thomas H. Rogers; Richland area, Robert E. Woodley (8) Craig and Marion Corder, Larry Holland, Elisabeth Moore, Pat Woodley; Turnbull N.W.R., Donald N. White; Walla Walla area, Niel F. Meadowcroft (10), (MCo) Mark Connell; Washington State Department of Game, Jim Stout; Yakima area, Alice Horschel (7), Emily Cragg; Gaylin Woodard; independent contributors: (18) Kay Burk, Kenneth R. Brunner, Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, Patricia & Robert M. Evans; Jeff Gilligan, Ralph L. Hand, C.J. Henry, Eugene Hunn, Jan Smith, Steve Summers, Terry Wahl, John W. Weber.  


Autumn Migration, 1975

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 

Heavy rains and high winds, particularly on the southwest and central Oregon coast the second week of November caused a marked incidence of windblown coastal and pelagic birds well inland into Lane and Douglas Counties. Weather patterns were otherwise nearly normal except for more than usual rainfall in the latter half of August. 

    [image: PacCoastCapture]
LOONS, GREBES, TUBENOSES, PELICANS -- Single and very early Yellow-billed Loons were found at Whidbey I., Wash., Sept. 13 (TW) and at Pt. Roberts, Wash., Oct. 19 (AS, KW, fide BK); another was at Eld Inlet in s. Puget Sound Nov. 28 (BE, fide GH). On Aug. 1 there were already 15 Arctic Loons in the n. Straits of Georgia at Campbell River, B.C. (HT); over 600 of these birds were at Active Pass in the Gulf Is., Nov. 26 (MS, fide VG). A few Red-necked Grebes were noted in the Straits of Georgia at Vancouver and at Campbell River in the first half of August; a concentration of 137 was near Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2 (RS, fide VG). More than 9000 W. Grebes were in the n. Straits of Georgia Oct. 20 (HT) and ca. 100 individuals were at Fern Ridge Res., Nov. 11 (LM). Approximately 20 Black-footed Albatrosses were counted on each of three offshore trips from Westport, Wash., Aug. 17, 24 and Sept. 7 (TW). Northern Fulmars, however, were at a peak of 120 there Aug. 17, were down to 21 the following week, and on Sept. 7 were presented by only one (TW); two were seen at Westport, Nov. 9 (BT). Numbers of Pink-footed Shearwaters out of Westport started with 44 on Aug. 17, built to 62 the next week, and then jumped to 2286 on Sept. 7 (TW). A Flesh-footed Shearwater was seen out of Westport, Aug. 17, and three were seen Aug. 24 (TW). Between 8-10 New Zealand Shearwaters were 
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seen at sea Aug. 17 & 24, with 207 counted Sept. 7 (TW). The usual fall concentrations of Sooty Shearwaters were evidently missing this year, with "thousands" being mentioned only for Tillamook Sept. 6 (DF).
 S.A.
The storm system which moved inland Nov. 10 carried unprecedented numbers of Leach's Storm-Petrels with it into s. Oregon and the s. Willamette Valley, 100 and more miles inland; winds reached 145 m.p.h. at Cape Blanco, and exceeded 50 m.p.h. at inland points. At least 50 Leach's Storm-Petrels were picked up dead in the vicinity of Eugene and Cottage Grove where nearby Dorena Res. harbored 29 live birds immediately after passage of the storm. A dozen birds were found at Fern Ridge Res., Nov. 10, 17 birds were at Oakridge in the lower Cascades, and up to six birds were seen at Hills Creek Res., Dexter Res., at Roseburg, near Springfield, near Mapleton and along the Rogue R., near Grants Pass; a single bird was picked up alive from snow at 3000 ft. near Oakridge and was released at a lower elevation (TL, LM, SS et al.).


A long-dead Short-tailed Shearwater was found at Westport, Sept. 13 (BT). More than 100 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels were recorded off Westport Aug. 17 & Sept 7, but only a dozen were noted Aug. 24 (TW). The Aug. 17 boat trip turned up 66 Leach's Storm- Petrels, but on the following week, numbers were down to 13, with a single individual recorded for the Sept. 7 trip (TW). Brown Pelicans appeared on the Oregon coast in record numbers; 400 were estimated to be present in Tillamook Bay at times during August and September (fide HN); 250 birds were surveyed from Gold Beach s. to the California border, Aug. 17 (S & PS); 200 spent much of the fall at Yaquina Bay, where most of the birds were immatures (fide FR). Two Brown Pelicans were photographed at Neah Bay, Wash., Aug. 9 (BP, SR, fide PM). 

HERONS, WATERFOWL -- Three Cattle Egrets are said to have been at Coos Bay, Ore., for several days around Nov. 22 (HR). A single Cattle Egret was found near Saseenos, n. of Victoria, Nov. 23-36 (AW, V & MG et al.), at that place the first confirmed sighting for British Columbia was made two years earlier; another bird took up station about 3-1/2 miles away Nov. 24-29 (PEW, fide VG). Great Egrets continue to appear in increasing numbers; this fall northernmost occurrences were at Boundary Bay Oct. 3-8 (DA, MF, SV, fide BK), at Milne’s Landing on s. Vancouver I., Nov. 11-12 (RF, fide VG) and at Ferndale, Wash., Sept. 14 & Nov. 12 (fide TW). All other sightings of Great Egrets were from twelve w. Oregon locations, with remarkable concentrations of 30 birds at Fern Ridge Res., Nov. 12 (LM), and of up to 140 birds at Coos Bay in October (HR, fide ACo). A Black-crowned Night Heron was discovered at Grants Pass Nov. 17 (S & PS). Up to 14 Trumpeter Swans were found at Campbell River (HT), at Milne’s Landing, and at Upper Thetis L on s. Vancouver I. (M & VG, MMe, LR, MS et al.), and at L. Terrell, Whatcom Co., Wash. (TW), during November. An imm. Emperor Goose was at Willapa Bay for several days in early October before it was shot by a hunter Oct. 11; an adult was also there during October (JW, fide PM). A Ross' Goose was at Ankeny N.W.R., s. of Salem, from Nov. 1 to the end of the report period (DP, E & EE, fide FR). A male Eurasian Green-winged Teal was seen at Saanich, Nov. 15 (VG, RS). A pair of Cinnamon Teal was at Campbell River Aug. 27 (HT), and a very late one was at Reifel Refuge Nov. 4 (CR, fide VG). On Sept. 21, there were three Redheads at Nisqually N.W.R. (CS, fide PM); three were found at Seattle Nov. 15 (G & WH); and there were up to four at Cowichan, B.C., Nov. 10-18 (VG). A sub-adult Tufted Duck was found 2-1/2 miles offshore from Vancouver's Stanley Park Oct. 24, 26 & Nov. 2 (PMa, fide BK) It is curious that large numbers of Barrow's Goldeneyes consistently utilize the lake at Olympia's Capitol Park, a remarkable 1654 were counted there Nov. 13, but other counts in November never found fewer than 280 birds present (G & WH). A count of 200 Harlequin Ducks was made at Oak Bay, Victoria, Oct. 22 (MS, fide VG). 

HAWKS, EAGLES, GAMEBIRDS -- Migrating Turkey Vultures were much in evidence at Victoria Sept. 20-22; 45 were seen at Saanich Oct. 3 where a very late single bird was also observed Nov. 19 (VG et al.). A Turkey Vulture was still at Campbell River Oct 29 (HT). An ad. White-tailed Kite appeared at Sauvie I., Oct. 3-10 (JB, RK, HN); the same or another was noted at Finley N.W.R., s. of Corvallis, Ore., Oct 18 (B & KT, fide FR) and Nov. 26 (JA, RR, fide FR). Individual Goshawks were observed at four widely spaced locations in the Cascades from s. British Columbia s to c. Oregon, at three lowland and at one coastal locations both in September and at the very end of the period Aside from s. Vancouver I., there were 35 Sharp-shinned Hawk sightings from 18 locations between Campbell River and Grants Pass; 26 Cooper's Hawks were observed at 17 different localities. On s. Vancouver I., however, there were 40 reports for 53 Sharp-shinneds and 26 reports for 28 Cooper's. Thus numbers for both species were about the same as 1974 Single Swainson's Hawks were noted at Crater Lake N.P., Aug. 19 and at Mt. Rainier N.P. Sept. 6 (CW) Rough-legged Hawks first appeared in the Vancouver area Sept. 24 and in Washington's North Cascades in early October. Golden Eagles were noted three times in s.w. Oregon Sept. 13-Nov. 23 (SS et al.), at Eugene Oct. 25 (IE, fide TL), in the San Juan Is., Oct. 18 (EH), and also three times on s. Vancouver I. Aug. 25-Nov. 1 Twelve Bald Eagles were recorded for eight localities in w. Oregon and Washington during the report period, on s. Vancouver I. up to five birds would be found in a day's active birding August-November. Ospreys were reported with regularity on s. Vancouver I. until mid-October (VG); single birds were seen in Campbell  
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A White-tailed Kite, Sauvie Is., Ore., Oct. 10, 1975. Photo/Ron Klein.

River, Oct. 10 (HT), at Deception Pass in Puget Sound Oct. 18 (EH), at Seattle Nov. 7-14 (D & JH, fide PM), at Ridgefield N.W.R. w. of Vancouver, Wash., Sept. 24 (DDS), at Tillamook, Oct. 18 (DF, HN), and near Corvallis, Nov. 29 (E & EE, fide FR). The only Gyrfalcon sighting this season was a dark phase bird found at Sea I., s. of Vancouver, Nov. 9 (W & HHe). A Prairie Falcon was at Mt. Rainier Sept. 1 (AC). Thirty-one sightings of Peregrines were made at fourteen localities from s. British Columbia to n. Oregon, which is slightly better than for 1974. Sixteen Merlin reports came from s. Vancouver I. and 13 sightings came from 11 other localities. A male Ring-necked Pheasant was observed at Courtenay, B.C., Nov. 17 (HT), near the northernmost limits of its range. On Sept. 4, 25 Sandhill Cranes flew s. over Cape Flattery (fide PM); two were at Victoria, Sept. 7 and 15 were there Sept. 17 (RS, fide VG); on Oct. 21, 300 birds were over Eugene (CW). Numbers of Sandhill Cranes were at Sauvie I. and Ridgefield N.W.R. through much of the fall (DDS); one was at Saanich Nov. 9 (MS, V & MG, J& DWi). Nine sightings of Virginia Rails were made in the Region during the period. Soras were noted in Vancouver Aug. 15-30 (BK) and at Seattle Aug. 16 & 31 (EG, fide PM) and Nov. 4 (EP, fide PM). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Snowy Plovers were reported only from LaPush, Wash., Sept. 14 (JWn) and from Honeyman S.P., near Florence, Ore., Sept. 27 (BT) -- two individuals each. American Golden Plovers were recorded from Victoria s. to Bandon, Ore., and at six intervening coastal locations Aug. 23-Nov. 9, the latter at Victoria (RS, fide VG). Maximum numbers were 60 birds in a day; a few were found at Iona I., Oct. 6 and at Sauvie I., Oct. 14. Long-billed Curlews were present from Ocean Shores s. to Tokeland, Wash., Aug. 15 (G & WH)-Nov. 9 (BT et al.), seven at the latter place on the late date; singles were also seen in the Bellingham-Anacortes area and at Victoria between those dates (fide VG,TW). Whimbrel were present at favored coastal points between Long Beach, Vancouver I., and Yaquina Bay, and around Puget Sound Aug. 14-Oct. 14; the 152 at Tokeland Aug. 16 (BT et al.) and the 100 at Ocean Shores Aug. 15 (G & WH) were migratory concentrations. Lone Solitary Sandpipers were found this fall at Saanich Aug. 16 & 21 (V & MG, RS), at Seattle Aug. 23 (B & PEv, fide PM) and at Iona I., Aug. 31 (W & HHe, fide BK); however, at Ridgefield N.W.R., on the Columbia R., there were four present Aug. 16 (DF, fide HN) and five on Aug. 25 (TW). Eight Willets were at Yaquina Bay Sept. 7 (RB), one was at Coos Bay the next day, and 13 were at Bandon Sept. 16 (TL). Red Knots occurred at Victoria, at Iona I., and at nine coastal localities from Ocean Shores to Bandon Aug. 15-Nov. 14, never exceeding eighteen at any one time. The earliest Rock Sandpiper of the season was one at Seal Rock, Ore., Sept. 13 (ACo). Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were reported in numbers up to three from different localities, including Campbell River (HT) and Yaquina Bay (RB), both new localities for this species, between Sept. 8 at Leadbetter Pt., Wash. (JBC) and Oct. 23 at Whidbey I., Wash. (NL). Pectoral Sandpipers passed through the Region Aug. 4 Oct. 4, peak counts being 60 birds on Oct. 4 at Iona I. (J & TI, fide VG) and Sept. 8 at Leadbetter Pt. (JBC). Baird's Sandpipers appeared again quite widely, from the Straits of Georgia, the Victoria area, Puget Sound, Sauvie I. and coastal points between Ocean Shores and Port Orford, Ore., in numbers up to 20; extreme dates were Aug. 2-Sept. 21, both on s. Vancouver I. A Long-billed Dowitcher was recorded Sept. 21 at Campbell River, where it is said to be rare (HT); up to four Stilt Sandpipers were found at Iona I., Reifel Refuge, the fill near Aberdeen, and at Ridgefield N.W.R., Aug. 16-Sept. 14. Up to four Semipalmated Sandpipers, were seen at Leadbetter Pt., Aug. 23 (HN), at Whidbey I., Aug. 25 (EH), at Iona I. Aug. 28 (MS, fide VG), at the Kent Valley sewage ponds s. of Seattle, Sept. 17 (EH) and around Victoria on four dates Sept. 11-Oct. 14 (VG,RS et al.). Three imm. Buff-breasted Sandpipers were discovered Sept. 6 at the mouth of the Sixes R., Curry Co., Ore., and were still there Sept. 11; another was found Sept. 7 at Bandon (TL). These occurrences are further south on the Oregon coast than previous records known to us. Also on Sept. 6 an imm., Buff-breasted Sandpiper turned up at Ocean Shores (DP, fide TW; JWn, fide PM); an adult was found at Tillamook Sept. 19 (HN) and another was noted at Friendly Cove, Nootka I., B.C., Aug. 27 (J & DWi, fide VG). Marbled Godwits appeared in unprecedented concentrations, eclipsing those of last fall; high counts were 73 Sept. 6 at Tillamook (DF et al.), 70 at Coos Bay, Nov. 22 (BF, fide HR), 41 at Tokeland Aug. 16 (DC, DHa, BT), 30 at Leadbetter Pt., Nov. 29 (IB) but birds were also seen repeatedly at six other places throughout the period. A Hudsonian Godwit was seen at Reifel Refuge Aug. 28-Oct. 11 (m.ob.); one was observed at Iona I., Sept. 1 & 11 (fide BK). Still another Hudsonian Godwit was found on the fill near Aberdeen Sept. 6-24 (G & WH et al.), the first record to our knowledge for the State of Washington. The Ruff which was present at Saanich July 31 remained two more days (VG et al.). Four Sanderlings on Fern Ridge Res. w. of Eugene, Nov. 10-14 (LM et al.) were obviously storm-blown vagrants, as were the eight Red Phalaropes there Nov. 11-16, and the one at Hills Creek Res., Nov. l0 (fide LM). A Wilson's Phalarope was at Vancouver Sept. 1 (BK) and at Salem Aug. 1 (RL). Up  
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to 60 N. Phalaropes were noted at Iona I., and at Tillamook in September, but Victoria recorded 2500 on Sept 2; the last there were 100 on Sept. 19 (RS, fide VG) 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS, ALCIDS -- Jaeger occurrences for the boat trips from Westport (TW) were as follows:

[image: ]

The mid-November storms brought two Pomarines and three Parasitics to Fern Ridge Res., plus two of the latter to Dexter Res. and one more to Dorena Res. (LM et al.). The only other records for Pomarine Jaegers were of one at Vancouver Sept. 21 (BK) and one at the s jetty of the Columbia R., Sept. 6 (HN). Parasitic Jaegers, however, were seen in the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca, in Puget Sound all the way to Olympia and on the c. and s.w. coast of Washington to the Columbia R. from mid-August through Nov. 24 in numbers up to 25 per day! A Parasitic Jaeger was even seen following a plow in a field at Finley N.W.R., Aug 31 (JG et al.)! The only additional record for a Long-tailed Jaeger was at Friday Harbor in Puget Sound, Oct. 18 (EH) and for Skua was one in the Straits of Georgia out from Tsawwassen, Oct. 6 (VG) and two 45 mi. off the c. Oregon coast Aug. 11 (DS). A Glaucous Gull was at Yaquina Bay throughout November (FR, CW); one was seen at Victoria Oct. 14 (VG, RS). A huge concentration of 1000 Ring-billed Gulls was in a flooded field at Reifel Ref., Aug. 30 (KB, fide BK) and on Tillamook Bay Sept. 6 (DF). A Black-headed Gull appeared again at Victoria, being first discovered on Aug. 15 by John and Marian Steeves of Montreal; the bird was seen 'and photographed thereafter by many observers until Nov. 8 (VG et al.). A second Black-headed Gull appeared at Victoria Oct. 19 (MS, RS, fide VG) and also remained until Nov. 8 (MG, fide VG). A bird identified as a first year Laughing Gull was found Sept. 1 at the n. jetty of the Columbia R. (DDS, RSt, AWa), for the first supported Regional record known to us; De Sante has furnished two pages of detailed notes. Nehls saw a bird he was sure was an immature of this species at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., July 17, 1968, but he was alone at the time, so the record, although attested by a good description, has not heretofore been published. Eight Franklin's Gulls were seen at points from Campbell River to Olympia Aug. 9-Nov. 13; singles were seen at the mouth of the Columbia R., Sept. 6 (HN), at Fern Ridge Res., Oct. 14 & Nov. 20 (DG, RF, LM) and near Gold Beach Nov. 15 (ACo, CJ). An estimated 1000 Bonaparte's Gulls were at Fern Ridge Res., Nov. 10-20 and 100 were at Oakridge in the lower Cascades, Nov. 11 (LM). Large numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls were seen on the s. Oregon coast, Nov. 15 (ACo, CJ), 400 were at Lincoln City, Ore., Oct. 25 (FS), and up to 200 were at Tillamook Bay Oct. 18 (HN). An estimated 5000 Bonaparte's Gulls were at Victoria Nov. 8-15 (VG, RS). Little Gulls were again discovered in the Region; an adult was at the Ocean Shores sewage ponds Sept. 21 (EH, DDS, BT, AWa); another was at Seattle Nov, 15 (EH, G&WH, DHn, fide PM). Oregon's first Little Gull was recorded by Harold Wierenga of Annapolis, Md. at Tillamook Bay Oct. 20 in company with about 100 Bonaparte's Gulls; the bird was found again at Bay City Nov. 4 (JB, JG, JJ). Black-legged Kittiwakes were prominent along the central and s w Washington coasts in September, 180 at the n. jetty of the Columbia R. (HN) Sept. 6 being the peak concentration; a few were seen in the Straits of Georgia and in Puget Sound during the period. From Nov. 10-14 four adult and one imm. Black-legged Kittiwakes were at Fern Ridge Res., where two individuals also were found dead (LM et al.). Between 4 and 13 Sabine's Gulls were seen on the three boat trips from Westport Aug. 17-Sept. 7 (TW) and one was seen at Florence, Ore., Oct. 26 (CW). The mid-November storm brought single birds to Fern Ridge Res., Nov. 10-17, (LM et al.), to Eugene, Nov. 10 (ACo, fide LM), and caused one to be killed by a car in Douglas Co., Ore. (fide LM). Common Terns were recorded in unusually high numbers in the s. portion of the Region from mid- August through the third week of October with nine reports of 40-200 individuals in a day, the top counts all from Victoria. Late records were single birds observed at Vancouver, Nov. 1-2 (BK), seven birds at Victoria Nov. 16 (RS), and three birds at Fern Ridge Res., Nov. 10 (LM). Brian Kautesk has furnished a detailed account of a black-billed, grey-black legged imm. Com. Tern found in Vancouver Harbor with other Com. Terns Sept. 20; he observed it at less than 80 ft with 10 X binoculars in sunshine, later concluded it was very likely the Siberian race, Nordmann's Tern, Sterna hirundo longipennis. Arctic Terns were seen Aug 3-Sept. 27 from Campbell River s. to Yaquina Bay, maxima being 170 off Westport Sept. 7 (TW) and 30 at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., Sept. 6 & 13 (HN) A Caspian Tern was at Vancouver Aug. 23 (BK), the most -- 200 -- were at Leadbetter Pt., Aug. 16, and the latest (two) at Tillamook Bay Oct. 18 (HN et al.) A Black Tern was seen at Seattle Sept. 3 (WB, fide PM), and two Black Terns were found at N. Vancouver Oct. 4 (IM, GM, fide BK). A nest of the Pigeon Guillemot was discovered on Aug. 4 in a Vancouver park, on a rock ledge ten feet above a much-used walkway (BK). Pigeon Guillemots could be found regularly in the vicinity of Victoria until November, after which only scattered singles and couples were observed; the peak count was 88 on Sept. 2 (RS, fide VG). Joseph R. Jehl, Jr. writes that in mid-August at Siltcoos State Beach, about 10 mi. n of Reedsport, Ore., he picked up a dead Craveri's Murrelet; the bird was an adult male. The species has not previously been known to occur n. of Monterey, Calif. Two Ancient Murrelets were recorded Sept. 14, Oct 3 & 13 at Victoria (RS, fide VG); during November up to 15 birds were noted around Victoria (VG). Up to 60 Cassin's Auklets were observed off Westport on three boat trips Aug. 17-Sept. 7 (TW); one was seen at Victoria Oct. 7 (J & DWi, EC, fide VG). Rhinoceros Auklets were seen intermittently at Victoria after Aug. 
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9, peak numbers for a day between 5 and 41 (MS, RS, fide VG). Counts out of Westport, Aug. 17, 24 and Sept. 27 varied between 21 and326 (TW); 60 were in s. Puget Sound Aug. 13 (BT), and five were at Newport Sept. 7 (FR). Eleven Tufted Puffins were seen out of Westport Aug. 24 (TW) and nine were at Cape Meares Aug. 30 (DF, HN). 

OWLS THROUGH SHRIKES -- A Snowy Owl was seen in a logged area at 2000 ft. e. of Bellingham Oct. 30 (DB, fide TW) and one was at the Samish Flats Nov. 22 (TW). One was at Ocean Shores Nov. 23 (G & WH); three were at Ladner, B.C., by the end of November (BK). A Burrowing Owl was seen at the Eugene airport Oct. 12 and three were there Oct. 27 (LM). A Barred Owl was found at Manson's Landing, Vancouver I., Sept. 19 (M & TS, GS, fide VG). Thirty Short-cared Owls were at Nisqually N.W.R. in the last week of October (fide BT); small numbers were fairly widespread s. to Coos Bay after early October. Approximately 200 Com. Nighthawks were hawking for insects with Bonaparte's Gulls at Fulford Harbor, Saltspring I., B.C., Sept. 4 (fide VG). Up to a dozen Black Swifts were seen at various dates in the latter two-thirds of August n. of Victoria (V & MG, RS et al.); a few were seen in n. Washington during the last ten days of August (fide PM). On Aug. 30 there were 100 Vaux's Swifts at Tillamook (DF, HN). The species was surprisingly common at Portland in September and the first few days of October where over 1000 roosted in a chimney (fide DDS); five were rather late at Dexter Res., Lane Co., Ore., Oct. 12 (TL). Portland and Coos Bay seemed to be the center for Anna's Hummingbirds, with at least six recorded at the former and "many" at the latter through much of the fall; up to five birds were at Corvallis (FR), Eugene hosted one in late September and on Oct. 13 two were at Seattle Oct. 4 (EH, PM), and 1-2 were at a feeder in Saanich through the period (V & MG). A Calliope Hummingbird was at Eugene Aug. 11 (CW). Four Acorn Woodpeckers were seen n.w. of Salem Nov. 30 (FS). Lewis' Woodpeckers were virtually unreported, only four sightings having been mentioned, three from a 110-mile stretch of the Columbia R. valley and the other from Alsea, Ore., Sept. 5-Nov. 15. Individual E. Kingbirds were recorded at Samish I., Wash., Aug. 26 and at Skagit Game Range Aug. 31 (NL); another was noted at Victoria Sept. 1 (M & BMe, fide VG). A Say's Phoebe was on Chehalem Mt., near Newberg, Ore., Nov. 2 (HP). Young W. Wood Pewees were still in the nest at Salem Sept. 1 (TM, fide RL) where a bird of this species was still present Oct. 13 & 15 (RL). An exceedingly late pair of Violet-green Swallows was seen in downtown Vancouver, Nov. 9 (BM, fide BK). A Tree Swallow was still at Campbell River, Nov. 2 (HT) and another was at Scappoose Nov. 17 (HN). Up to six Bank Swallows were noted in the Frazer R. delta Aug. 15, Sept. 23-24 (BM, fide BK, VG). Barn Swallows were seen this year at Sauvie I. Nov. l0 and near Ladner Nov. 26. The second nesting of Purple Martins at Fern Ridge Res. was 90% successful; 120 birds were there and 60 were on Sauvie I., in mid-August (TL). Up to 35 birds were at the 
 [image: ]A Rufous Hummingbird, (male, albino), Ashland, Ore., Aug. 30, 1975. Photo/V.F. Zauskey.
colony near the Portland airport in September, the last date being Sept. 21 (TL, HP). A pair of Purple Martins fledged four young at Olympia Sept. I and were gone five days later (G & WH). Up to seven Gray Jays were found 15 mi. s.e. of Olympia Oct. 31 & Nov. 2 (G&WH). A Blue Jay was again found at N. Saanich Nov. 6 and it remained at least to mid-November (JWi, fide VG). A Black-billed Magpie was on Cortez I., B.C., Oct. 25 (HT), one was seen at Glacier, Wash., Oct. 2 and another was at Bellingham Oct. 31 (fide TW). Sixteen Com. Ravens were at Ankeny N.W.R., s. of Salem, Sept. 1 (JG) and two were in Portland Aug. 11 (DF). Single Clark's Nutcrackers showed up at surprisingly scattered lowland locations, mostly in late October, but also in November; six such reports were received from Vancouver s. to Newport, Ore. A White-breasted Nuthatch was found at Olympia, where it is extremely rare, Sept. 14 (G & WH). Two Wrentits were seen at Finley N.W.R., Nov. 1 (MJ, FR). A House Wren was at Burnaby L., B.C., where it is always rare, on the late date of Oct. 11 (BK). A Rock Wren was found at Mt. Douglas, Saanich, Nov. 4 (JWi et al.); two were there Nov. 17 and one was still present Nov. 29 (fide VG). Mockingbirds appeared at Crescent Beach, B.C.., Nov. 15 (fide BK) and at Corvallis Nov. 21 (fide FR). A female Mountain Bluebird was seen at Campbell River Nov. 1 (HN), and another was found at Qualicum Beach, B.C., Nov. II (VG, RS); 12 were at Hills Creek Res., near Oakridge, Ore., Oct. 12 (TL). Single Townsend's Solitaires were recorded s. of Alsea, Oct. 26 (fide DM), at Sauvie I., Nov. 16 (DF), and at Seattle Nov. 17 (MP, fide PM). On Oct. 12 at 5500 ft. in the N. Cascades 35 Bohemian Waxwings were seen and on Nov. 23 six were at the Lummi Flats near Bellingham (JD, fide TW). A single Bohemian Waxwing was found at Corvallis Nov. 21 (ASk, fide FR). Northern Shrikes appeared at scattered locations in late October and early November; five at Nisqually N.W.R., Oct. 19 (BT) were in the vanguard, with one at Victoria Oct. 7 (J & DWi, fide VG) the earliest. 

VIREOS, WARBLERS, BLACKBIRDS -- A Red-eyed Vireo was seen in Vancouver Aug. 31 (BK) and two were at Campbell River Sept. 6 (HT). An imm. Black-and-white Warbler was found at the s. jetty of 
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the Columbia R., Aug. 13 (HN) providing the first w. Oregon record of this species; another individual was discovered at Ilwaco, Wash., across the Columbia, Oct. 12 (B&PEV, fide PM). Two male Tennessee Warblers were seen well at Victoria's Beacon Hill Park Aug. 24 (RS fide VG); providing what is apparently the first record for Vancouver I. Three Nashville Warblers at Ocean Shores Aug. 15 and one at Ocean City S.P., Sept 19 (G&WH) were additions to the very few occurrences on the Washington coast in migration. Two Hermit Warblers were at Cape Blanco, Curry Co., Ore, Sept. 16 (TL). Palm Warblers were found at Victoria Nov. 20 (BH, fide VG), at Ocean Shores where three were present Nov. 28 (BT), at Ocean Park on the Long Beach peninsula, Wash., Sept. 24 & Oct. 6 (IB), at Toledo, Ore., Sept. 22 (DFa), and at Yaquina Bay Nov. 18-20 (RO, fide FR). A female or imm. Am. Redstart was at Cape Blanco Sept. 12; the next day there were 5-8 present (TL); one was also at Vancouver on the late date of Nov. 29 (MF, fide BK). Three Bobolinks were found at Yaquina Bay Sept. 26 (DFa, BL, fide FR); one was there again Oct. 18 (BL et al, .fide FR). A female Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen at the Westport jetty, Aug. 31 (EH); an imm. male was at Saanich Nov. 24 (RMG, fide VG). A dead N. Oriole was brought in by a dog Nov. 17 at Bellingham (TW)! On Oct. 11, there was a pair of Rusty Blackbirds at Saanich (VG, RS); a male was seen there Nov. 24 (JWi, fide VG). 

TANAGERS, FINCHES AND SPARROWS -- A late Black-headed Grosbeak was at Sauvie I., Oct. 14 (JG) Two female Pine Grosbeaks were found at Manning P P, Oct. 3 (VG); there were three observations of individuals at Vancouver in late November (fide BK) and on s. Vancouver I. there were four sightings of up to 20 individuals Sept. 1-Nov. 24 (fide VG). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were seen at Bellingham Nov. 17 (JD, fide TW) and Nov. 22 when 20 birds were present (TW). Several sightings of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches also occurred at Vancouver and vicinity in November (fide BK); five were at Victoria Nov. 18 (JW1 et al., fide VG). On Nov. 28 two birds of the latter species and two Com. Redpolls were noted at Mt. Lazar, 8 mi. w. of Shawnigan L., s. Vancouver I. (BH, KTa, fide VG). Two Com. Redpolls were discovered at Snoqualmie Pass, e. of Seattle, Nov. 29 (DF). Many observers commented on the prominence and numbers of Pine Siskins sporadically throughout the Region. A Lark Bunting was found and photographed at W Vancouver Oct. 5, for the first coastal record for British Columbia (IM, BK). An imm. Grasshopper Sparrow was photographed in c. Saanich Oct. 8 (JWi, EC, fide VG) apparently providing the first Vancouver I. record of this species. A Vesper Sparrow was seen at Excelsior Ridge near Mt. Baker in n. Washington Sept. 11 (K & JWs, fide TW). On Nov. 8 a Gray-headed Junco was discovered and photographed by Neil Dawe at Qualicum Beach, Vancouver I.; it was seen on Nov. 10 by the Goodwills and Leila Roberts; it is the first of the species recorded for British Columbia. Two Tree Sparrows were recorded at Reifel Refuge, Nov. 26 (MS, fide VG); singles were found at Vancouver Oct. 12 & 18 (BK) and at Samish I., Wash., Nov. 14 (NL). Individual Harris' Sparrows were observed at Vancouver Oct. 12 & 19 (BK), at Scappoose Nov. 27 (JG et al.), and at Cottage Grove Nov 28 (A & LWn, fide LM). White-throated Sparrows were noted at eight locations from Vancouver to Coos Bay Sept. 27-Nov. 30. An early Lapland Longspur was at Iona I., Aug. 23 (BM, fide BK); during September up to 45 were seen at six localities from Ocean Shores to Bandon; the only October records were from Ocean Shores twice (with a maximum of 50), Campbell River and Blaine, Wash. In November, longspurs were seen at Seattle and in the vicinity of Bellingham. Snow Buntings were recorded at Campbell River Nov 2 (HT), and at Iona I. Nov. 27 (VG), in the Bellingham area Nov. 4 & 6 (fide TW), and at Ocean Shores Nov 28 (G & WH). 
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The Winter Season, 1975-76

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The entire Region had a mild winter with generally below-normal precipitation and with little snow in the lowlands. Crater Lake N. P. had five feet less snow depth than normal. Eastern Washington had a normal snowpack in the mountains, however. Only March was unseasonably cold. Bird activity was characterized by many lingering fall migrants and the wintering of species that normally move out of the Region. Similarly many spring migrants were early. Incursions of Am. Robins and Bohemian Waxwings in the western part and Com. Redpolls over the Region were impressive and wintering waterfowl were plentiful.

The LOONS, GREBES -- An Arctic Loon appeared on Gordon L. near Selah, Wash. Dec. 1 (Y.A.S.). The "Valley Birders" of the Lewiston-Clarkston (Idaho- Washington) area had a Com. Loon near Asotin Creek, Asotin, Wash. Jan. 17 and one bird was at Shuswap L. in the n. Okanagan of British Columbia Dec. 21. Sightings of Red-throated Loon were obtained in the Nampa, Ida. area Dec. 14, two birds; Feb. 14, two, and Feb. 17, one (G.E.C.). Several Red-necked Grebes were seen throughout the winter on Okanagan L. at Vernon and Penticton, B.C. The Horned Grebe was reported "on all the open lakes" in the just-mentioned area through the winter and an Eared Grebe was seen all winter al Ravalli N.W.R., Stevensville, Mont. (CK). Three were still in the Nampa, Ida. area Dec. 5 (G.E.C.). Western Grebes wintered in very small numbers on Okanagan L. A single bird was on a pond near Yakima Jan. 10 and six were seen in the "Tri-cities" (Pasco-Richland-Kennewick), Wash. area Jan. 29 (Y.A.S.). 

PELICANS THROUGH HERONS -- A White Pelican was on the West Gallatin R. south of Manhattan, Mont., on the record late date of Dec. 7. Six Double-crested Cormorants remained at the Yakima R. mouth until Jan. 24. Forty were counted in the Nampa area Dec. 1, and two, Jan. 10. Nineteen Black-crowned Night Herons were seen in the Tri-cities area Dec. 19-Jan. 18 and six wintered at Rupert, Ida. The species appeared at Nampa and at Toppenish Game Reserve, Wash., in late March. An Am. Bittern at Rock L. in n.w. Whitman Co., Wash., Mar. 13 furnished an early record (JWW). 

WATERFOWL -- A Mute Swan was at Central Park, s. of Manhattan, Mont., Mar. 20. The Trumpeter Swan population at Red Rock Lakes N. W. R., Lima, Mont., peaked at 327 Mar. 2. The mid-winter tri-state aerial survey in that area Feb. 23 revealed 623 adults and 102 cygnets, about the same total as last year but with 20% fewer cygnets. The Helena area had four Trumpeters flying over Helena Valley Res. Mar. 25 (PMcK), and Ennis, Montana had a few (ETH & RAH). Wintering Trumpeters at Malheur N.W.R. numbered about 30. Two appeared Feb. 14 along the Cheney-Spangle road, Spokane Co., Wash. (JA). Up to 20 were on the Crooked R. 40 mi. n. of Prince George, B.C. An Idaho Fish and Game Dept. aerial survey Jan. 5 of Pend Oreille R. and L., Coeur d' Alene L. and the lower St. Jo R. showed 84 Whistling Swans. Four were seen in the Richland, Wash., area Jan. 29 (ZB), and one was at Nampa Dec. 1 (G.E.C.). The Kootenai Valley in n. Ida., had about 800 by mid-March. The S. Thompson R. between Kamloops and Pritchard, B.C. had 331 Jan. 25, and over 700 wintered at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore. The migrational peak there was nearly 11,000 at mid-March. Wintering Canada Geese numbers were up at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash., where the peak was 27,000 in mid-December and mild weather prevented the usual mid-January decline. Increased grain stubble feeding area at Malheur N.W.R. brought wintering numbers of Canadas to over 3000. The species peaked at 3000 at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., in January. The Nampa area had nearly 10,000 in late December. Twenty one Cackling Geese were reported at McNary N.W.R. Jan. 18 (MC & S M) and some were still there at the end of March (OV). A peak of 189 White-fronted Geese was reached Mar. 12 at Malheur N.W.R. One wintered on Skaha L., Penticton, B.C., Jan. 4-Mar. 21 (SRC) and two were in the Nampa area in late January and early February. Two to five were found in Spokane Co. on three dates in February and March and ten tardily reported birds were near Lowden, Wash. Oct. 26 (NFM). A single Snow Goose was at Rupert, Ida. Jan. 1 and Nampa had l0 in early December and two, Mar. 12. Malheur N.W.R., which attracts practically all the w. part of the Region's Snow Geese, had its peak--52,100--Mar. 15. McNary N.W.R. had a Blue Goose on two dates in January (B.M.A.S.; CS) and a bird intermediate between a Snow and a Blue was found in the Coulee City, Wash. area Feb. 8 (WH). Ducks wintered in above normal numbers in e. Washington (JS). At McNary N.W.R. a peak of 39,500, mostly Mallards, occurred in November and December. At Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. the peak of 113,670 decreased slightly in January. The Nampa area had nearly 500,000 Mallards at the end of December. Peak numbers at Malheur N.W.R. were reached the week of Feb. 29-Mar. 6 at 76,000 and Pintail numbers peaked 
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the following week at 63,000. Two late Mallards lingered in Yoho N.P., B.C., until Dec. 20 and Gadwall wintered much more commonly than usual on Okanagan L. A male Mallard X Pintail hybrid was captured Feb. 10 during banding operations at Columbia N.W.R. Four Cinnamon Teal were seen in the Nampa area Dec. 21. Single Eur. Wigeons showed up near Spangle, Wash. Mar. 14-15 and at Reardan, Wash., Mar. 20 (JA & WH). Six to eight Wood Ducks wintered on a creek one mi. w. of Vernon, B C and one was at Walla Walla through the winter. One was on a pond at Helena from November to late January (SM) and one in the Salmon, Ida. area Dec. 4 was unusual (HBR). Near Pocatello, where the species is rare in spring, a male was seen Feb. 28 and a female Mar. 7 (CHT). The aerial waterfowl survey over n. Idaho Jan. 5 revealed 50 Canvasback (RR). A few wintered on Okanagan L. and several were found in the Richland area Jan 29 (Y.A.S.). One at Livingston, Mont., Feb. 22 probably wintered (PDS). Two female Oldsquaw frequented the Kennewick, Wash. sewage ponds Dec. 21-27 (EB; REW). A White-winged Scoter was photographed about Dec 15 on Lower Granite Impoundment between Clarkston and Asotin, Wash. (JW). A few Ruddy Ducks wintered in the Okanagan; four were on the Okanagan R. near Vaseux L., Mar. 8. The Jan. 5 n. Idaho aerial survey showed 990 Com. Mergansers. A Red-breasted Merganser stayed in the Tri-cities area Nov. 13-Jan. 24 (REW).

VULTURES, HAWKS -- Malheur N.W.R. had a Turkey Vulture Feb. 28; average arrival date: Mar. 19. Goshawk sightings were up somewhat but Goshawks were certainly not plentiful. There were probably a few more Cooper's Hawks than usual but they must be considered rather rare in the Region. The Harlan's subspecies of Red-tailed Hawk appeared twice in the Spokane area, (JA) singles, and 1-2 were seen at Kamiak Butte, Whitman Co., Wash. (JWW). Sight records of Swainson's Hawk came from the Yakima area, one Dec. 25 and from Toppenish Game Reserve, two Feb. 25 (Y.A.S.). Rough-legged Hawks were generally numerous and widespread. Baker, Ore. had a Ferruginous Hawk, Dec 5, and one flew over the lodge at Crater Lake N.P. Jan 17 (GTM). On the Jan. 5 survey in n. Idaho, Bald Eagles totaled 106 adults and 13 immature birds. In the Pocatello, Ida., area 33 (12 immature birds) was the highest number, Feb. 7. Numbers were up along the Spokane R. (JS). Smaller numbers appeared at many other localities as they did for the Golden. A number of remarkable Osprey sightings came in. An adult was at a pond on Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. Dec. 12 (JR). One bird was over the Snake R. at American Falls, Ida. Jan. 21 (MRC) and one, at the s. end of Flathead L. in w. Montana, Feb. 28 (RL). The species was reported at Priest L. in n. Idaho Mar. 19 (KBr) and one was in the canyon s. of Ellensburg, Wash. Mar. 7 (SL). Three were in the Nampa area Mar. 17 (G.E.C.) and one south of Nicholson, B.C. Mar. 18 was two weeks early (RRH). The only Gyrfalcon sighting for the Region was of one in s Idaho, where a local falconer is trying to induce the state to legalize the species for falconry. It would seem that a letter to Idaho Fish & Game Dept., 300 S. Walnut, Boise, 83706--pro or con would be in order. Total sightings of Peregrine Falcons came to six for the Region. One was of an apparently escaped bird with jesses, in e Washington. What's going on? Merlins were reported from six localities. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Blue Grouse were reported only from Sawtooth Nat'l Recreation Area, Ketchum, Ida. and Spruce Grouse only from L. Louise, Banff N.P. The only Sharp-tailed Grouse reported were four near Kamloops, B.C. and up to 26 near Sinking Creek in Lincoln Co., Wash. Sage Grouse were reported only for the Salmon area and at Yakima Firing Range of 18 birds. One Mountain Quail was sighted along the Grande Ronde R., Asotin Co., Jan. 10 and eight were found there Feb. 11 (JWW). Fifteen Turkeys were sighted in the Nampa area Dec. 1 & 13, Mar. 28 (G.E.C) 

CRANES THROUGH GULLS -- Sandhill Cranes appeared at Malheur N.W.R. Feb. 21 and increased to 235 breeding pairs. They were returning to Bear Lake N.W.R. and the Pocatello area in s.e. Idaho and in the vicinity of Sprague, Wash. during the latter half of March. An apparently wintering Virginia Rail was found Jan. 13 in the Ellensburg area (Y.A.S.) and one was "singing" at McNary Park in Umatilla, Ore. Mar 21 (CC). The most northerly wintering of Killdeer was at Prince George, B.C. along the Nechako and Fraser Rivers (JC) and one had reached Nicholson, B.C. by Feb 25 (RRH). Single very late Spotted Sandpipers were reported at Nampa Dec. 21 (G.E.C.) and Salmon, Dec 24 (HBR) and a Greater Yellowlegs straggler was at the Yakima R. delta Dec. 24 (REW). Another in a snowstorm near Spangle, Wash. Mar 28 was two weeks early (WH). Even more surprising were two Lesser Yellowlegs, examined by telescope at Umatilla, Ore., Jan. 9 (CC). Least Sandpipers lingered at the Yakima R. delta until Jan. 11, when 31 were found (REW) and 21 were found Feb. 21 at Scootenay Res in the Yakima area (CC & REW). Two Dunlin were still at the Yakima delta Jan. 11, then disappeared with the coming of high water, 12 birds reappearing Mar 27 (REW). Malheur N.W.R. was the only locality reporting arrival of the Long-billed Dowitcher, Mar. 26, and Am Avocet, Mar. 29. A first-year Glaucous Gull again appeared at Coeur d' Alene Feb. 28-29 (JA & WH) and a second-year bird was at Wanapum Dam below Vantage, Wash. Mar. 21 (BH) A few Herring Gulls at Flathead L. in W. Montana were apparently the first ever recorded in that area (DS, RL) Two were sighted at Nampa Dec. 21 and one was at Rupert Mar. 7. A few were on Lower Crab Creek w of Othello, Wash. Mar. 21 (BH). An imm. bird was on the Snake R. near American Falls (CHT) and ten adults dropped into a feeding flock of Ring-billed Gulls in the Pocatello area Mar. 26 (MRC). The species wintered much more sparingly than usual in the Okanagan. A few California Gulls wintered at Penticton, B.C. (SRC) and one was seen at Umatilla, Ore. Jan. 10 (CC). Ring-balled Gulls wintered at Richland and were preparing for nesting on the Columbia R. islands there. A Mew Gull was identified at the Spokane dump Feb. 29 (WH) On the same date a Black-legged Kittiwake was sighted along the Snake R. at Clarkston, Wash., making the first record for that area (BR, fide JWW). 
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DOVES, OWLS -- Libby, Mont, had 13 wintering Mourning Doves (EE & RE). Barn Owls are on the increase and spreading east in the Region. Four road kills were reported at Touchet, Wash.; singles were seen near Yakima on three dates; one or two were seen in the Umatilla area in December and January; two were sighted in the Asotin-Silcott, Wash. area, and three were found in the Pullman-Moscow area. The Nampa area had two, Dec. 27; a roost was located at Rupert, and Baker, Ore. had one in December. It was another good year for seeing Snowy Owls in the Reardan-Davenport area Ore. Washington, where up to six owls per day were found. The birds were reported elsewhere from the Okanagan Valley, at McNary N.W.R.; near Somers, Mont., and at Sawtooth Nat'l Recreation Area. Belatedly reported Hawk Owls were reported for L. Louise, one on Nov. 8 (GW), three at Prince George Airport Nov. 3 (JB), and one on Tabor Mt., Prince George, Nov. 15 (JB). One was sighted at Rainy Hill Campground on the Coeur d' Alene R in n. Idaho, Dec. 6 (WM). A few Burrowing Owls wintered at McNary N.W.R. A Barred Owl slept in a weeping willow in a yard at Kalamalka L. near Vernon Jan 22 (KB) and one was heard in Yoho N.P. Mar. 10 (RRH). One appeared on Lewis & Clark State College campus, Lewiston, Ida., Jan. 17 (McV) and one was taken in December near Ennis, Mont., (SP), making the first record for that area since 1909. One was heard in Colorado Gulch in the Helena area in late January (GN & NN) An observation was obtained for the Great Gray Owl in mid-winter in the Bozeman area (JM) and one was reported near Klamath Agency, Ore., Mar. 4. Boreal Owls were regularly seen or heard in Yoho N.P. during the entire winter (BB, RRH). The only Saw-whet Owls were found at Rupert; near Pullman, Wash.; at Parson, s. of Yoho N.P., and near Vernon, where people hearing the bird thought a UFO had landed and was signaling! 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS -- Two male Anna's Hummingbirds were present most of the winter in the Wenatchee, Wash. area and up to four visited feeders at Yakima, where the latest observation was of one Jan. 4 (JRo). The Belted Kingfisher wintered as far north as Prince George (JC). The appearance of two Pileated Woodpeckers near Salmon Jan. 4 was unusual. A few Lewis' Woodpeckers wintered in the Summerland-Penticton, B.C. area (SRC). Two very early birds were sighted in the Portneuf gap s. of Pocatello Feb. 8 (MM) and one at Pullman Mar. 5 was the earliest ever there (B). Thirty-eight along the Klickitat R. and Rock Creek were found in Klickitat Co., Wash. Dec. 28 (DJ). Three White-headed Woodpeckers visited a feeder at Naramata, B.C. throughout the winter (SRC). The species was also found Dec. 20 in the Blue Creek area of the Blue Mts. e. of Walla Walla. The N. Three-toed Woodpecker went undetected except in and near Yoho N P Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were reported only along Green Mt. Road, Penticton and in a recent burn w. of Spokane. 

SWALLOWS, JAYS -- A very early Cliff Swallow was at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., Mar. 28. A Blue Jay wintered in Bozeman and was last seen Mar. 22 (PDS). Eight of the birds were reported wintering in a yard in Kennewick, Wash. (TH) and single birds were seen occasionally until Mar. 21 (CC; DF; NW & REW). One at Bigfork, Mont., has been a resident there for a year (WJ). Up to six Black-balled Magpies wintered in Yoho N.P., where they are very rare at other times. Clark's Nutcracker were common in the vicinity of Field, Golden, and Nicholson, B.C. and a group of 20 was along the Spokane R. below Spokane Mar. 15. 

CHICKADEES THROUGH WRENS -- Two Corn Bushtits were positively identified at Westbank near Kelowna, B.C., Dec. 28 (RC & SiC), and six appeared s of Baker, Ore., Dec. 10 (AW). Bewick's Wren was common in the Yakima area and was reported near Richland (B.M.A.S.) and near Blue Creek in the Blue Mts. east of Walla Walla (B.M.A.S.). At least seven Canyon Wrens, some singing, were found at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. Mar. 20 and two pairs were seen often during the winter at Vaseux L. in the s. Okanagan Valley. A Rock Wren was found near Asotin Jan. 24 and a migrant appeared along the Grande Ronde R. south of Asotin Feb. 8 (JWW). At nearby Silcott, four wrens were seen on Feb. 21 (V.B.).

MIMIC THRUSHES, THRUSHES -- A Mockingbird was seen well on Trail Creek just w of Pocatello Dec. 20-21 (MRC; TR). A Sage Thrasher stayed in a Tri-cities yard eating Russian olives Dec 2 at least through Dec. 11 (EM). Am. Robins wintered at Spokane and the Tri-cities in very large numbers and were very common at Yakima. Larger numbers than usual were reported for the Vernon area and wintering numbers were high at Coeur d Alene. Some 5000 were seen in the Snake R. area e. of Baker Jan. 2 (JBr) Elsewhere their numbers appeared about normal. At least three wintered in Helena. Hermit Thrushes wintered at the Tri-cities. 

PIPITS THROUGH STARLINGS -- In Idaho, where winter Water Pipit records are rare, one was at American Falls, Feb. 8 (MRC). Large flocks of Bohemian Waxwings appeared at Wenatchee, Yakima and Walla Walla. Record numbers were at Baker, and Spokane had possibly the greatest concentrations on record; one flock was estimated at 7000 there in early January. The birds penetrated as far south as Rupert and Nampa in Idaho. Numbers elsewhere were unimpressive A few Starlings wintered at Field and Golden and some even at Prince George, B.C. 

WARBLERS, BLACKBIRDS -- A few Orange-crowned Warblers stayed at the Tri-cities Dec. 2-Feb 29 (CC; EM; REW). A few Yellow-rumped Warblers wintered from s. Idaho across s. Washington to the Wapato-Parker area and one was at a Missoula feeder in mid-winter. One of the Myrtle race ate bread regularly at a feeder in Richland Jan. 24-Mar. 30 (REW). Red-winged Blackbirds wintered as far north as the Okanagan Valley. Oliver, south of Penticton, B. C had 1500 Dec. 31. Several Rusty Blackbirds were seen at Westbank near Kelowna, B.C. Dec. 28 (RC & SiC) and in the Helena Valley two appeared Dec. 21 (SMa) and 13 on Mar. 17 (BM), the first records for the area. Brewers Blackbirds again wintered at Prince George (JC). A ranch near Othello had at least 300 Brown-headed Cowbirds around it Mar. 21-24 and other ranches in the vicinity seemed to have similar numbers (BH). Two were seen in the Helena Valley Dec. 25 (SMa). 
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FINCHES Evening Grosbeak numbers were about average A Purple Finch visited a Bozeman feeder Dec. 27 (ETH, EH, CH & JP). A very few Cassin's Finches were reported in the Kamloops, Vernon and Penticton areas during the winter. House Finches wintered as far north as Kamloops and continued to increase in numbers at Missoula, Mont. Pine Grosbeak sightings were mostly in the Okanagan and the vicinity of Yoho N.P. but Fortine, Mont had a few appearances; Spokane, two; Nampa, one, Helena, one, and Canmore, Alta., one. Rather high numbers of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches appeared from the Okanagan south into c. Washington and as far south as Minam, Ore. and east to Nampa. Bozeman noted them Up to 57 visited a feeder at Prince George (JC). Ten Hoary Redpolls were seen at Prince George Jan. 2 (JB) and one was closely observed at Bigfork, Mont. Feb. 25-Mar 3 (RL). The Com. Redpoll invaded in vast numbers over nearly every part of the Region. A few got as far south as Fields, Ore., (CSL) but they seemed to miss the area just east of the Cascade Mts. Flocks of several thousands and a few between five and ten thousand were reported in the vicinity of Bigfork, Mont. (DS). Pine Siskins wintered commonly at Revelstoke, B.C. and were rather abundant at Spokane but elsewhere their appearances were rather sparse. Am. Goldfinches appeared to winter mostly from the Okanagan south through e. Washington into n. Oregon. Red Crossbill reports were scarce or nonexistent, the only exception being the Spokane area, where flocks of five up to 140 were regular. Moderate numbers of White-winged Crossbills wintered at Glacier N.P., Revelstoke N.P. and Yoho N.P., B.C. and single birds frequented a feeder in Penticton. A few appeared in the vicinities of Bozeman, Helena and Missoula and in Spokane, the Davenport, Wash. cemetery and at Priest L., Ida. 

SPARROWS -- A few Rufous-sided Towhees wintered as far north as Penticton and Vernon, B.C. A Gray-headed Junco was observed at length in Bozeman Mar 21 (PDS). Harris' Sparrows wintered in small numbers, often at feeders, from the Okanagan south through e. and c. Washington to s.e. Oregon, s. Idaho and S C Montana. One that wintered at Swan L., Flathead Co, Mont. was worthy of special note (EJ). Up to eight were near Richland and one at Pullman was the only one in recent years (IB). White-crowned Sparrows remained until late December at Penticton and Vernon. Two Golden-crowned Sparrows were seen Mar. 20 near Umatilla, Ore. (CC). Single White-throated Sparrows wintered at Bozeman (LM et al.), Livingston (UC), and Missoula (AB.). Supposedly wintering Fox Sparrows were observed in the Yakima area along Konnewoc Pass Road, two birds, Jan. 3 (Y.A.S.); along Asotin Creek near Asotin, four birds, Jan. 17 (V.B.), and at Silcott, w. of Clarkston, four Feb. 21 (V.B.). A lone Lincoln's Sparrow was found near Malheur N.W.R. Mar. 19 (DD). A Swamp Sparrow visited a Missoula feeder all winter (PLW) Two Song Sparrows wintered at feeders at Prince George (JC). At least two Lapland Longspurs were found along Asotin Creek Jan. 17 (V.B.) and the species was seen Mar. 28 at Missoula (HZ) for the only records. Lake Louise in Banff N.P. had 150 Snow Buntings Jan. 4 and up to 1500 were sighted in the Davenport, Wash., area but the birds were rather scarce or absent elsewhere. 

CONTRIBUTORS -- (Area editors in boldface, number of observers in area, observers cited): British Columbia: Banff area, Rudi Butot (4), G. Wagner, s interior, James Grant (13), (KB) Kay Billet, (JB) Jean Brignall, Jim Caldwell, Richard Cannings, (SIC) Sidney Cannings, (SRC) Steve Cannings; Yoho N.P. area, R.R. Howie (7), Brent Beam; Idaho: Grays L. & Bear L N.W.R., Edward W. Loth (2); Kootenai N.W.R., Delano A. Pierce; n. Idaho, Shirley Sturts (6), Wayne Melquist, Ray Rogers; Pocatello area, Charles H. Trost (4), Mark R. Collie, Mike Mahoney, Terry Rich; Rupert area, W.H. Shillington; Salmon area, Hadley B. Roberts, Sawtooth Nat'l Recreation Area, Edward L. Linquist (4); s.w. Idaho, Belle Shaw (35), Golden Eagle Chapter, Nat'l Audubon Society; Montana: Bigfork & lower Flathead Valley, Wanda Jamieson (8), Elly Jones, Ron Lan, Dan Sullivan; Bitterroot Valley, Ruby Sutherland (2); Bozeman area, P.D. Skaar (10), Urana Clarke, Eve T & Ray A. Hays, Camille & Ed Harper, J. Montaigne Louis Moos, Jean Perkins, Steve Pray; Fortine area, Winton Weydemeyer; Helena area, (SMa) Sid Martin (8), Pat McKinney, Bill Milton, Gene & Norma Nixon, Missoula area, S.S. Frissell (7), Arnold Bolle, R. Lipka, Craig Kuchel, P.L. Wright, Hugh Zachiem; Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., (JR) Jim Roscoe; Oregon: Baker area, Ann Ward (3), (JBr) Joanne Brown; Crater Lake N P, George T. Morrison; Malheur N.W.R., Richard J. Sjostrom; Washington: Columbia N.W.R., Eric Sipco, Lewiston-Clarkston valley, Margaret J. Polumsky ("Valley Birders"); McNary N.W.R., Owen Vivion, n e Washington, Mts. S.O. Stanley (11), Jim Acton, Warren Hall, (KBr) K. Breslauer; Pullman area, John W. Weber (5), (B) Biermann, Irvin Buss, McVicker, Bob Ramsey, Tri-cities area, Robert E. Woodley (10), Earl Bowen, Craig Corder, Dick Fitzner, Thomas Hall, Elisabeth Moore, Norman Woodley; Walla Walla area, (SM) Shirley Muse (8), Blue Mt. Audubon Society, Mark Conwell, Niel F. Meadowcroft, Connie Sherer, Jim Wolcott; Washington State Dept. of Game, Jim Stout, Wenatchee area, Wayne Doane; Yakima area, Alice E. Horschel (7), Zelia Butler, Steve Layman, (JRo) James Rooney, Yakima Audubon Society: independent contributors (10), Esther & Ray Enders, Dave DeSante, Bill Harrington-Tweit, Don Jole, C.S. Lawson.  


The Winter Season 1975-76

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 

The winter season was generally mild in the Region except that the first half of February and much of March had lower-than-normal temperatures. Snow was limited to higher elevations, although a late November 
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Snowstorm, followed by a heavy snowfall on Dec. 12 hit Vancouver, B.C. Total precipitation was higher than average, at least in the southern portion of the Region. In late February and early March numbers of pelagic birds were found dead on Washington and northwestern Oregon beaches; some were oiled, but most had died from another unknown cause. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Single Yellow-billed Loons were recorded repeatedly at Port Gamble, Wash, and at Eld Inlet at the s. end of Puget Sound through the winter season; other individuals were noted once at Pt. Roberts on the international border and at Saanich Inlet, Vancouver I., in mid-winter. On Jan. 3 there were 95 Red-necked Grebes at Torino, B.C., (MS, GS, fide VG), a remarkable concentration. Up to four Eared Grebes could be found during the season around Victoria (VG); a few individuals were also noted in the vicinity, of Vancouver, B.C., and along the n. Oregon coast from late December to mid-February. Several concentrations of up to 5000 W. Grebes were noted at various times during the winter around s. Vancouver I. A recently dead Black-looted Albatross was found on the beach s. of the Nehalem R., Ore., Mar. 27 (MK, HN). A 'wreck' of N. Fulmars occurred on the n. Oregon and Washington coasts late in February and early in March with 40 to 80 dead birds for each mile of beach in some places, the heaviest concentration seems to have been in ten mi s. of the Columbia R. On Feb. 28 there were 50 Sooty Shearwaters at Ocean Shores (G & WH). On Mar. 6, two dead Scaled Petrels were found on the beach by Jack Smith of the Washington Dept. of Fish & Game---one at Moclips, Wash., the other near Twin Harbors S. P, the first was badly decomposed, but the latter was in condition good enough to be preserved; it is promised to the Univ. of Puget Sound (G & WH). On Feb. 28 the Hoges had a brief view close at hand in heavy westerly winds of a bird in flight at Ocean Shores, Wash., which they later deduced was a Scaled Petrel. That same day they found three Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels. Single birds of this species were observed s.w. of Pt. Roberts Feb. 16 (TW), and at Fitzhugh Sound, B.C., Mar. 23 (MS). A dead Leach's Storm-Petrel was on the beach at Sunset Beach, Clatsop Co., Ore., Mar. 6 (DF, HN). An estimated 1100 Brandt's Cormorants wintered at Active Pass in the Gulf Is. on the s.e. side of Vancouver I. (fide VG), the same number was present on Greater Chain I., near Victoria, Mar. 6 where 800 Pelagic Cormorants were observed ten days later (RWC, fide VG). Single Cattle Egrets were seen at Harrisburg, Ore., Dec. 3 (JG, fide HN), at a point four mi. w. of Grants Pass, Ore., Jan. 17 (S & PS), at Longview, Wash., Mar. 7 to the end of the report period (MC, fide PM), and at Cloverdale, Ore., where three were present Jan. 23 (JB, HN). Up to eight individual Great Egrets at one locality or another wintered from the Columbia R. bottoms w. of Portland, s through the Willamette and Rogue R. valleys and w. the coast. A Black-crowned Night Heron was seen at Seattle Dec. 10 & Feb. 8 (fide PM), and at Grants Pass Mar 9 (SS); a number were recorded at Coos Bay and at Medford on Christmas Bird Counts (CBC). An Am. Bittern was at Seattle Mar. 6-7 (fide PM), and single birds were at Reifel Refuge s. of Vancouver, Feb. 5 (VG) and at Victoria Feb. 25 after a night of high winds (fide VG); two Am Bitterns were at Tillamook, Ore., for the CBC. 

WATERFOWL -- Hundreds of Whistling Swans, as usual, wintered in the lower Columbia R. and in the Willamette Valley. Up to 175 Trumpeter Swans were at both Port Alberni, B.C. (HT, JW), and near Mt. Vernon, Wash., on Jan. 21 (BB, fide PM); eleven wintered at Duncan, B.C. (JCo). Up to five adult Trumpeter Swans were seen and heard at Ridgefield N.W.R. and across the river at Sauvie I. from December through February (JG, HN et al.). An estimated 7000 Canada Geese wintered in the lower Willamette Valley, with others remaining all winter at Sauvie I. A half-dozen Black Brant passed the winter at Sauvie I. (NM et al.); Jan. 17, there were 25 at Boundary Bay (BK, RP). An Emperor Goose was at Sauvie I., Dec. 7 to mid-January (SJ et al.). A few White-fronted Geese were at Campbell River, s. Vancouver I., Seattle, Tacoma, w. of Portland and in the Willamette Valley refuges at various times during the winter. Two Snow Geese wearing orange neck-bands reportedly placed on the birds at Wrangel I., Siberia, in July 1975, were at Westham I., in the Fraser R., delta, B.C., much of the winter (RWC et al. fide VG); two "Blue" Geese Dec 8 (JG), were with the numbers of white Snow Geese which wintered on Sauvie I. (NM). A Ross' Goose was seen repeatedly at Ankeny N.W.R., s. of Salem, Ore., during the winter (FR et. al.). A single Black Duck was noted a number of times at Seattle from late December through January (fide PM); two individuals of this species were discovered at Pacific City, Ore., Feb. 2 (JG et al.). There is considerable reason to believe that these are escapes from game farms. Six Gadwall at Ocean Shores Dec. 20 & 24 at Newport, Ore., the last ten days of December provided unusual records. One of two Eur. Green-winged Teal were noted at Vancouver all winter (BK), at Victoria in January and February (VG et al.), and at Nisqually N.W.R. near Tacoma, Feb. 27-Mar. 18 (BH-T). A Blue-winged Teal was recorded ten miles s. of Campbell River Jan. 17 (HT). A Cinnamon Teal at Scappoose, Ore., Feb. 14 (LN) was a surprising occurrence; three at Brownsville, Ore., Feb. 24 (HTa, fide LN) were very early migrants A N. Shoveler at Campbell R. Jan. 3 was also a surprising winter record (fide HT). Two pairs of Wood Ducks wintered at Duncan, B.C. (JCo). A concentration of 70 Redheads on a pond at Walterville, e. of Springfield, Ore., Feb. 1 (CJ, fide LM), was an unprecedented concentration for this Region; up to a half-dozen of these birds were on s. Vancouver I. (V & MG, RS) and at Salem (RL) much of the winter. Over 1000 Canvasback were on Alsea Bay, Ore., during December (LN); 600 were at Tillamook Bay Jan. 31 (HN). The male Tufted Duck found in November at Vancouver was seen periodically until mid-January, continuing to prefer salt water habitat (BK, RP, MS). Oldsquaw numbers were at a peak of almost 300 birds in the Victoria region early in the winter; a few birds penetrated to the s. end of Puget Sound, and as many as a dozen at Ocean Shores in mid-December were not extraordinary. It was, however, unusual that there were six records of Oldsquaw on the Oregon coast all the way to Gold Beach, with 12 individuals at Yaquina Bay Mar. 21 the peak count (TC, fide HN). On Feb. 13 a Steller's Eider was found at Sidney, Vancouver 1, for the third record of the species in British Columbia (JW, fide VG); the bird was thereafter seen repeatedly and was photographed until Mar. 27. A female King Eider was discovered at Garibaldi on Tillamook Bay Mar 10 (DDS, ES) for the first Oregon record of this species, it 
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GAMEBIRDS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS -- There appeared inexplicably on the Vancouver campus of U.B.C. in late November until Dec. 5 a Rock Ptarmigan in winter dress! The bird, thought to be a male, allowed a close approach for photographing, but was able and willing to fly (GGu, PMa, fide BK). In late December

[image: ]Steller’s Eider, Sidney. B.C. Photo/J. Williams. 
was there the next day (TC, HN) and on Mar. 20 (JBC et al.). 

RAPTORS -- A Turkey Vulture was seen in the vicinity of Victoria on the surprising date of Jan. 10 (RS, fide VG); one was seen near Albany, Ore., Feb. 7 (GG fide FR). The White-tailed Kite which appeared last fall at Finley N.W.R., s. of Corvallis, remained there all winter (FR et. al.); one was also discovered for the Coos Bay CBC. Lone Goshawks were observed at Dungeness in January (S & DSm) and in March, at Saanich in mid- January (V & MG), and on the Tillamook CBC. Aside from CBC records, there were up to a score or more of sightings for both Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks from more than a dozen localities in the s. half of the Region. An ad. Swainson's Hawk was seen at Saltspring I., B.C., Mar. 7 (RS, fide VG). Although they were to be seen readily at favored places, Rough-legged Hawks for the second successive winter were recorded with less frequency than they had been in the preceding year after a number of exceptionally good years. Up to two ad. Golden Eagles were seen repeatedly on s. Vancouver I. throughout the report period; individuals were also seen at Burnaby, B.C., the first week in March, at Sauvie I. through the winter, at Baskett Slough N.W.R. w. of Salem, Feb. 22, and around Medford in early January and late February. Bald Eagles were widely reported from the Puget Sound-Willamette Valley trough and on the Oregon and Washington coasts in number up to four individuals at any given locality; on s. Vancouver I. and in the Gulf Is. 30-40 birds were seen in a day several times, but peak counts occurred at Squamish, B.C., when 127 were noted Dec. 15 (JI, fide VG) and at Campbell R. when 75 were recorded for the CBC. Adults usually outnumbered immatures on such occasions, but not always. The s. Willamette Valley CBCs had particularly good counts of Marsh Hawks. Single Ospreys were noted at six locations in the s. half of the Region during the report period, with four of the sightings being made in March. There were five reported sightings of Gyrfalcons from as many localities in N. Washington and s. British Columbia from mid-December to mid-February. Six Prairie Falcons showed up on the Medford, Corvallis and Sauvie I. CBCs combined; one was seen repeatedly near Shady Cove on the Rogue R. in late February and early March (MM, fide JH), and another was at Baskett Slough N.W.R. Feb. 22 (JG, MK, fide HN). Exclusive of CBC, Peregrines were reported from only four localities with seven birds involved in the sightings. Merlins were better reported, from Campbell R. s. to Eugene with 14 or more birds involved, not including CBCs.

GAMEBIRDS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS -- There appeared inexplicably on the Vancouver campus of U.B.C. in late November until Dec. 5 a Rock Ptarmigan in winter dress! The bird, thought to be a male, allowed a close approach for photographing, but was able and willing to fly (GGu, PMa, fide BK). In late December

[image: ]Rock Ptarmigan, U.B.C. campus, Vancouver. Photo/V.P. Marshall. 
until mid-January a bird identified as a female was at White Rock, B.C. (MS, BK et al.). It is possible, but seems improbable, that the birds were once captive and had been released. At least 40 Sandhill Cranes wintered at Sauvie I. (JG, HN et al.); hundreds stopped there in migration after mid-March (TC, JG). Approximately a score of Virginia Rails spent the winter at various points on s. Vancouver I. (JC, V & MG, RS). A pair of Snowy Plovers were seen Mar. 20 on the bay-ocean spit at Tillamook Bay, (MK, HN). One or two Ruddy Turnstones were at nine different coastal localities from Vancouver to Gold Beach at various times during the winter, but mostly in the latter half of December. A Whimbrel was at Victoria for the Dec. 27 CBC. A Wandering Tattler at Yachats, Ore., Jan 2 (TC) was out of place for that mid-winter date. Greater Yellowlegs were to be found in numbers up to ten (except for the 30 recorded by the Victoria CBC) at favored spots between Seattle and Bellingham and on s. Vancouver I. up to the first half of January. A migratory movement was evident for this species in the s. Willamette Valley after Mar. 1 (LM). Two Red Knots were at Crescent Beach, s. of Vancouver, Dec. 14-16 (ESi, fide BK). Between 50-60 Rock Sandpipers on jetties at Ocean Shores all winter was a large concentration for this species. Three Short-billed Dowitchers were found at Dungeness Spit, e. of Port Angeles, Wash., Mar. 25 (DB). After December, Long-billed Dowitchers were reported only from Victoria, Reifel Refuge, Nisqually N.W.R., Salem and Grants Pass in numbers up to seven. Six W. Sandpipers were still at Iona and Sea Islands s. of Vancouver on Feb. 5 (VG). A Marbled Godwit photographed at Dungeness Spit Mar. 24 (DB) is the only March occurrence for that species in this Region known to us. A Red Phalarope at Ocean Shores, Mar. 10 (BH-T), was likewise highly unseasonal. 
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GULLS, ALCIDS -- There were numerous records for the report period of Glaucous Gulls, mostly from the vicinity of the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca and from Puget Sound, but also a few coastally as far south as Newport. Cause for great wonderment indeed is supplied by Dave DeSante's dramatic account and infinitely detailed description of a bird seen in flight by him and a companion, Marty McMahon, for less than a minute but at one point within 20 feet and which can only have been an Ivory Gull. This remarkable observation occurred Dec 20 at the base of the north jetty to Gray's Harbor, Washington; the A.O.U. Check-list of N. Am. Birds (5th ed.) p 229, mentions other accidental occurrences in w. N America, but this is the first for the State of Washington. Western Gulls occurred repeatedly and California Gulls appeared several times at Vancouver and at Victoria during the season (BK, VG). There were 300 mostly ad. Herring Gulls at Skincuttle Inlet, Queen Charlotte Is., in n. British Columbia, Mar., 27 (MS). About two dozen Bonaparte's Gulls spent the entire winter at Burrard Inlet, Vancouver; they have always disappeared before by mid-winter (BK). Another winter plumaged ad. Little Gull showed up at Clover Pt., Victoria, Feb. 27 this year (V & MG et al.). A Heermann's Gull was at Victoria Dec. 4 (RF, MG, .fide VG); representatives of this species were also recorded on the Bellingham and Gray's Harbor CBCs. Numbers of Blacklegged Kittiwakes were found inexplicably dead on ocean beaches from Tillamook n. to Vancouver I., from late January through March; the largest concentration was 60 per mile at Sunset Beach, s. of the Columbia R., Clatsop Co, Ore., Mar. 9 (DDS). Live kittiwakes congregated in numbers up to 300 at Ocean Shores and at the mouth of the Columbia R. in late February and at Hecate Strait in n BC, Mar. 26. A Caspian Tern was found at Ocean Shores on the record-setting late date of Dec. 19 (DH, EH). Small numbers of Ancient Murrelets were in waters south and east of Vancouver I. until March; on Mar. 26, 10,000 were in the Skincuttle Inlet area, Queen Charlotte Is. (MS). On the Oregon coast, one Ancient Murrelet was found dead at Sunset Beach Mar. 9. (DDS) and two were seen alive at Yaquina Head, Lincoln Co., Mar. 21 (TC, (fide HN). An estimated 1600 Cassin's Auklets were counted near Kelp Head, Queen Charlotte Sound, B.C., Mar 23 (MS); three oiled dead ones were on the beach at Sunset Beach, Mar. 6, where four oiled dead Rhinoceros Auklets and three oiled and dead Tufted Puffins were also found (DF, HN). Up to six Rhinoceros Auklets were seen at Victoria during the winter (VG et al.) and one was noted at Vancouver Mar. 14 (BK). A Tufted Puffin was seen at Cape Alava, on Washington's Olympic Pen., Mar. 1 (DBe, fide GH). 

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS A half dozen or more Snowy Owls were on the Lummi, Samish, and Skagit flats in the vicinity of Bellingham and Mt. Vernon, Wash., throughout the report period (m.ob.); a dozen were concentrated at Ladner, B.C., Feb. 14 (fide BK) Elsewhere, one or two Snowy Owls were recorded at Seattle, Dungeness Spit, Elma, Ocean Shores and Westport, Wash., and at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., variously from mid-January to early March. A Pygmy Owl was heard calling at Security Cove, 53°N 132°W, on Mar 30, for the first record of this species in the Queen Charlotte Is. (MS). At least one Burrowing Owl wintered at the Eugene airport (LM); one was also found for the Gold Beach, Ore., CBC. A Barred Owl was found Dec 26 in N. Vancouver where it remained for a week to be photographed and seen by many (BBo, fide BK); another was heard hooting at Cortes I., B.C., Dec. 17 (AD, fide VG). Short-eared Owls returned to normal winter numbers on the Samish and Skagit Flats (NL) after the low numbers last year. The estimated 30 Short-eared Owls wintering at Baskett Slough N.W.R. and 20 at Ankeny N.W.R. (RL et al.) were examples of the unusual numbers present in the Willamette Valley this season Seven pairs of Saw-whet Owls responded to a six mile survey route s. of Eugene in early February (LM), one was calling on Samish I., Wash., Mar. 8 (NL) and one was recorded in January and early February at Olympia (fide GH); see also the Regional CBCs for additional records of this species and the next. Anna's Hummingbirds again were much noted At least eight spent the winter at Campbell R., seven at Vancouver, six at Bellingham four at one feeder -- four at Saanich, one at Bella Colla, perhaps as many as two dozen at Portland, and up to half-dozen at Salem and Eugene. An Acorn Woodpecker was seen near Banks, Ore., Mar. 14 (TC, JG). Aside from CBC records, two Lewis' Woodpeckers were on the Washington side of the Columbia Gorge Mar. 21 (DDS), one was at Finley N.W.R. Jan. 1 (LN), and two were there Mar. 15 (GG, fide FR). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the nuchalis race was at Stanley Park, Vancouver, Mar. 2 (BK); one of the ruber race ten miles n. of Campbell R., B.C., Dec 26 added an unusual winter period record (HT). A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was found Mar. 27 on the e. side of Oregon's Mt. Hood (fide DDS).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH THRUSHES -- A Black Phoebe was noted at the new northern station of Yaquina Bay, Jan. 3, for the CBC; another was at Grant's Pass, Jan. 4 (SS). Single Say's Phoebes were observed at Sooke Harbour, B.C., Mar. 19-20 (V & MG, RS), and in the Klickitat Valley w. of Goldendale, Wash., Mar 21 (DDS). A shockingly early Olive-sided Flycatcher was heard in N. Seattle, Mar. 5 and then was seen on Mar 13, it was noted thereafter to the end of the report period (EP, fide PM). Up to 35 Skylarks were counted in the Victoria area during the winter (VG et al.). A Violet-green Swallow was at Duncan, B.C., on the early date of Feb 27 (JCo). 'Yen Tree Swallows at Scappoose, Ore., Jan 24 (DDS) were the first of the season. Early Rough-winged Swallows were seen at Tillamook Bay Mar. 10 (DDS, ES) and at Salem Mar. 30 (RL). A late Barn Swallow was at Seattle Dec. 26 (MG, fide PM), and an early one was at Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene, Mar. 21 Where several Cliff Swallows were present a week later (TL). A single Cliff Swallow had been recorded there Mar. 26 (LM) A Blue Jay appeared in N. Saanich Jan. 10 and remained in the same vicinity to the end of the report period (VG et al.). Six Black-billed Magpies spent the winter in w. Whatcom and Skagit Counties, Wash., (TW); a pair was at Quandra I., B.C., for five days commencing Jan 3 (HT). Single magpies appeared at Seattle in early March (SG, fide PM), at Ocean Shores Mar. 30 (DC, fide PM), and at Portland Mar. 31 (TC, fide HN). A Clark's Nutcracker spent several months at Ferndale, Wash (TW); another was at Banfield, B.C. (KS, fide VG) and 
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yet another remained at Eugene from the end of December into February (LM). Single Mockingbirds were at Crescent Beach, B.C., Dec. 5 (AG, GR, fide VG), at Victoria Dec. 3-Feb. 18 (VG et al.) and at Duncan, B.C. for the winter (JCo); the species was also found on the Dallas, Ore., and Gold Beach CBCs. Fourteen W. Bluebirds were found at Tacoma Feb. 14 (fide PM); the species was more common at Wolf Creek than in recent past winters (EPu). Both the Medford and Corvallis CBCs recorded encouraging totals of W. Bluebirds. On Mar. 19, nine of these birds were in the territory n. of Victoria (V & MG). A lone Mountain Bluebird was on the Samish Flats s. of Bellingham, Dec. 7 (NL); a large flock of Mountain Bluebirds was in Medford, Ore., Mar. 31 (JH). Townsend's Solitaires were recorded three times in the vicinity of Victoria and in the Gulf Is. in December and January (fide VG); one was at White Rock, B.C., in mid-January, another was at Bellevue, Wash., Mar. 13-29 (fide PM), one was observed several times in Corvallis, Ore. Nov. 29-Mar. 6, and one showed up on the Tillamook CBC. 

WAXWINGS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Small flocks of up to 17 Bohemian Waxwings were seen four times in the vicinity of Campbell R. from early December until mid-February (HT); one to three individuals were seen at Victoria or nearby on four occasions in late January and early February and modest flocks were at Bellingham for about a month after mid-December (TW). Nine Bohemian Waxwings were at Seattle Feb. 21 (fide PM), 50 were at Rockport e. of Sedro Wooley, Wash., Feb. 16 (DW, fide PM), and a small flock was at Trail in s. Oregon, Feb. 29 (MM, fide JH); single individuals were seen in the s. Willamette Valley between mid-January and the end of March (fide LM, FR). One or two N. Shrikes spent the winter at Victoria, Dungeness and at Ankeny N.W.R.; others were observed in seven locations at various times during the winter from n. Washington s. to Eugene and w. to Tillamook. A Loggerhead Shrike was identified at Eugene Mar. 25 (LM) and another was said to be near Elma, Wash., Mar. 30 (DC, fide PM). A Black-and-white Warbler was discovered at Longview, Wash., Dec. 27 (JD, fide PM) -- the seventh record for w. Washington in the last ten years. Aside from CBC records, Orange-crowned Warblers were found at seven locations in w. Washington and Oregon up to early March when a few additional sightings may have been of early returning migrants. Single Nashville Warblers were reported from Coos Bay on the CBC, from Newport Mar. 3 (E & EE, fide FR), and from Albany, Ore., Mar. 12 (GG, fide FR). "Myrtlebon" Warblers were widely evident in the s. half of the region, including Vancouver I. in March. A male Black-throated Gray Warbler was at Mapleton, Ore., Feb. 5 (fide LM), a bird of this species was at Corvallis Mar. 14 (JF, fide FR), and several females were at Cape Blanco, near Port Orford, Ore., Mar. 20-21 (LM). Between 15 and 20 Townsend's Warblers were found several times during the winter at Cannon Beach, Ore. (TC, HN et al.). Individual Townsend's Warblers were recorded, other than on CBCs, at or in the vicinities of Seattle, Tacoma, Olympia and on s. Vancouver 1, mostly in December. The number of records for Palm Warblers was surprising; three were found at Ocean Shores Nov. 28 (BH-T, fide PM), and five were there on Dec. 20 (J & ADa); three were at Victoria in early February (DN, fide MS) and again in mid-March (KT, fide MS), and one or two were at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., Feb. 7-Mar. 6 (HN et al.). Single Palm Warblers were also noted at Portland Dec. 2 (fide HN), at Victoria Dec. 6 (TB, RS, fide VG) and Mar. 5 (MS), and at Yaquina Bay, Ore., Jan. 24 (RO, fide FR). Lone Com. Yellow-throats were at Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene Dec. 31 (TL, AP, fide HN), and at Sauvie I., Jan. 17 (DDS, JG), as well as at Corvallis for the CBC. One Hermit Warbler and two Wilson's Warblers were reported on the Coos Bay CBC. A Hooded Warbler was found at Discovery Park in Seattle Dec. 31 (LD) and remained until Apr. 4, during which time it was seen by scores of observers and was photographed (fide PM); it is the first record for Washington known to us.

[image: ]Hooded Warbler, Seattle. Photo/E. Spragg.
BLACKBIRDS THROUGH SPARROWS -- A subadult male Yellow-headed Blackbird appeared at Sidney, B.C., Feb. 16 (J & DWi, fide VG); another bird of this species was in Victoria, Mar. 3 (VGu, fide VG). One or two Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen off and on during the winter at Vancouver (BK) and at Sidney (VG et al.). A male W. Tanager was discovered at Sauvie I., Jan. 18 and allowed a close view (JB, RCu, fide HN); it constitutes one of very few winter records of this species in the Region and may be the first for January. An imm. Indigo Bunting was seen at Alton Baker Park in Eugene Nov. 29-30 and was last seen Dec. 4 (TL); the bird at a Leaburg, Oreg., feeder for a month last winter is now thought by McQueen to have been an Indigo, rather than a Lazuli as reported in Am. Birds 29:734 (fide TL). It was generally agreed by observers that Evening Grosbeaks were present in the Region from Vancouver, Bellingham and Vancouver I., s. to Eugene in larger winter numbers than have been present for years. The 36 Purple Finches at Saanich Feb. 28 (RS, fide VG) was an unusual winter season concentration, as indeed was the 13 birds at Duncan, Jan. 24 (MS, fide VG). A Cassin's Finch was identified on the campus at Corvallis Feb. 5 (WH, fide FR). A pair of Pine Grosbeaks was observed at Bellingham Jan. 25 (DMc, fide TW), two were at Saanich on Feb. 26 (E & ARD, fide VG), eight were at Seattle Mar. 18 (DC, fide PM), and 30 were at Oakridge, Ore., for the CBC. Up to three Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were seen at Oyster Bay, Vancouver I. (HT), at Seattle 
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(fide PM), at Ocean Shores with Snow Buntings (JDa, fide GH), and at Yaquina Head, Ore. (fide FR) during the winter; scattered flocks were to be found on flats in Skagit and Island Counties, Wash., also (NL). Two red polls were found at Warm Beach, Snohomish Co., Wash., Jan. 12 (fide TW), one was at Saanich, Jan. 22-25 (RM–G, V & MG), four were at Sea I., s. of Vancouver, Jan. 25 (fide BK), and one was at Medford Mar. 3 (JH). Pine Siskins were widely abundant and much commented upon. Sixty Am. Goldfinches at Victoria, Jan. l0 (E & ARD, fide VG) was an unusual winter-time concentration there. Lesser Goldfinches were reported only from Corvallis where three were seen Feb. 20 (LN) and two were observed Mar. 28 (FR). Red Crossbills were observed at only six locations and in small numbers from Campbell R. s. to Cottage Grove, Ore., but both the Victoria and Tillamook CBCs listed in excess of 200 individuals. A Savannah Sparrow was at a Bella Coola, B.C., feeding station, Feb. 21 (A & LK, fide VG). A Tree Sparrow was seen at Bella Coola, Jan. 11 (A & LK, fide VG), two were at Sea I., Jan. 19 (BK), and individuals were noted at Samish I., Wash., Feb. 5 & Mar. 13 (NL); one was also found at Ankeny N.W.R., Feb. 15 (JG, MK). An early migrant Chipping Sparrow was at Medford Mar. 29 (JH), and another Harris' Sparrow was at Burnaby, B.C., Feb. 29 & Mar. 2 (IR, fide MS). Besides CBCs, White-throated Sparrows were noted at one time or another during the winter at four localities from Portland n. to Bellingham. Lincoln's Sparrows were reported at six localities, in addition to showing up on a number of the Region's CBCs. A Swamp Sparrow, first found on the CBC, was seen again at Fern Ridge Res., Dec. 31 (TL, AP, fide LM); another was seen at Ankeny N.W.R., Feb 22 (JG, MK). Up to ten Lapland Longspurs sent the winter on the Montlake fill at Seattle (PM et al.); single birds were at Dungeness, Wash., after Feb. 14 (DSm), at Victoria Dec. 6 (RS, fide VG), at Medford, Jan. 4 (SS), and a small flock was heard at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., Feb. 13 (DDS). Up to a dozen Snow Buntings were observed at one time in the vicinities of Vancouver, Bellingham and Victoria, at Campbell River, Ocean Shores, the s. jetty of the Columbia R., Yaquina Bay and at Portland, mostly after December. 

OBSERVERS -- Dean Berg (DBe), Blair Bernson, John Biewener, Douglas Bonham, Brad Boyle (BBo), Tom Briggs, R. Wayne Campbell, David Castor, Mary Clanfield, John Comer (JCo), Alan Contreras, Tom Crabtree, John B. Crowell, Jr., Richard Cummings (RCu), E & A. R. Davidson. Judy Davis, Jack & Ada Davis (J & ADa), David DeSante, Liz Diamond, Adrian Dorst, E & Elsie Eltzroth, David Fix, Jim Frick, Ralph Fryer, Jeff Gilligan, Greg Gillson, Sam Goldenberg, Vic & Margaret Goodwill, AI Grass, Matt Griswold, Vera Guernsey, Geraldine Guppy (GGu), Bill Harrington- Tweit, Dudley Herrington, Joseph Hicks, Wayne Hoffman, Glen & Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, John Ireland, Stewart Janes, Chip Jobanek, A. G. & L. Karup, Brian Kautesk, Mark Koninendyke, Norman Lavers, Robert Lucas, Tom Lund, R. Mackenzie-Grieve, David Mark, Peter Marshall (PMa), Phil Mattocks, Merle McGraw, Dick McNeely (DMc), Larry McQueen, Norman Minnick. Harry Nehls. David Newell, Lars Norgren, R. Olson, Evelyn Peaslee, R. Phillips, AI Prigge, Eleanor Pugh (EPu), Fred Ramsey, Ian Robertson, Glen Ryder, Ron Satterfield, E. Shofferen, Michael Shepard, Ed Sing (ESi), George Sirk, Stan & Dory Smith (S & DSm), Ken Summers, Steve & Priscilla Summers, Howard Taylor (HTa), Keith Taylor, Howard Telosky, Terry Wahl, Jack & Dorothy Williams (J & DWi), Doug Wood, John Woodcock.


Spring Migration, 1976

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

April and May in the Region tended toward the cold, dry side in southern interior British Columbia, eastern Oregon and eastern Washington and windier than normal in the latter two states, but from Idaho east 
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conditions were in general warm and dry. An exception in Oregon was Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, where mild conditions caused an early runoff with high water levels, although precipitation was deficient. Migrations tended to be early from Idaho east because of the early spring. At Pocatello breeding activities were a week or so ahead of 1975 dates. Spokane had some early arrivals in April but a number of late ones in May. The migration at Richland, Wash. was described as poor because of disagreeable weather. Sightings of "displaced" species were mainly of more easterly species, of which nearly half were warblers. The windy spring, in a region of prevailing westerly winds, makes this somewhat surprising. Species north of their usual range were about half water-associated species and most of the rest were Fringillids. Strays from the West were few and well distributed among the bird families. 

LOONS, GREBES -- Thirty-four Com. Loons, twice the previous record high there, waited out the snowstorm on Helena Valley Res. Apr. 27, and 52 were on Dickey L., six mi. s.e. of Fortine, Mont., Apr. 25. This is the highest number Weydemeyer has recorded in that area in 55 years; normally only a few appear. The Nampa, Ida., area had 20, May 1, and nine were at Heyburn S.P., Chatcolet, Ida May 2. Groups of up to 15 were on the Snake R. below Am. Falls, Ida. Apr. 20-25. A Red-throated Loon appeared in the Wenatchee, Wash. area in April (PC). A pair of Red-necked Grebes at Liberty L., Wash. had its first egg May 22 but the nest was later destroyed. All grebe use was up at Malheur N.W.R., Burns, Ore. Eared Grebes peaked at 6200 there, compared to 1700 last year, and breeding numbers of W. Grebes were significantly higher. 

CORMORANTS THROUGH EGRETS – Double-crested Cormorants were nesting for the second year at L. Helena, where 14 birds with six occupied nests were observed May 15 (LT). The Great Blue Heron colony, new last year at Swan L., e. of Bigfork, Mont. was active again this year. The only Snowy Egret report came from Salmon, Ida. May 10 and was Roberts' first record ever there. The breeding colony of Black-crowned Night Herons at the Yakima R. mouth near Richland, Wash. is apparently no more, its demise blamed on disturbance by fishermen and motorcyclists. The heronry of this species at St. Andrews, Grant Co., Wash. seems to be following the same pattern, but for unknown reasons, for only an adult and an immature bird were seen May 8. Very few were seen at Pocatello, where personnel of the fish hatchery were reported to be shooting them, illegally, again this year. A local judge reportedly let them off free last year when they were caught shooting Caspian Terns (CHT). On the brighter side, sighting of an Am. Bittern at Parson, B.C. May 15 was a welcome sign, for the birds seem to have been declining in that area (LW). A White-faced Ibis at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont. May 18 was the first ever there and the only one reported for the Region (JR). 

WATERFOWL -- Mute Swans appeared at Central Park, between Manhattan and Belgrade, Mont., Mar. 20 & May 19. Trumpeter Swan numbers at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. had increased to 150 in early May. The resident population at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., numbered 37 and a normal 23 were at Malheur N.W.R. Some 10,000 Canada Geese were found in Lincoln County, Wash., Apr. 10. Breeding pairs at Malheur N.W.R. were up 9% over last year and production on the islands of the Columbia R. near Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. appeared good. The Nampa, Ida., area had a huge 4612 in mid-May. The May 10-14 count at Columbia N.W.R. revealed 905 pairs of waterfowl compared to 658 in 1975 Transects at Malheur N.W.R. indicated nearly double last year's number of duck pairs, the increase particularly in Mallards and Cinnamon Teal. Gadwall numbers at Turnbull N.W.R. peaked at 500; Am. Wigeon, 800, Wood Duck, 40; Canvasback, 200, and Com. Goldeneye, 1100. A peak Pintail migration of 20,000-25,000 was moving through the Helena area the latter half of March Deer Flat N.W.R., Nampa, had peaks of 10,000 Mallards, 1000 N. Shovelers, and 350 Cinnamon Teal A pair of Wood Ducks was on Rock L., n.w. Whitman Co, Wash. Apr. 17. Up to 20 Canvasback were at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonnets Ferry, Ida. where only 2-5 are usual. A Harlequin Duck on the Salmon R. near Salmon, Ida. May 8 was Roberts' first record ever for the locality and a pair at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R. May 7 was highly unusual (JR). Fourteen Red-breasted Mergansers on Phillips L. west of Baker, Ore., were Ann Ward's first for the area. At least 13 were on Banks L., Grant Co., Wash. Apr. 10. Three were in Yoho N.P., B.C. in mid-May and the Nampa area had ten Apr. 1. 

VULTURES, HAWKS -- Nampa recorded 21 Turkey Vultures May 2 and one was at Salmon, where they are unusual, on the record early date of Apr. 16. However, Vernon, B.C. had one Apr. 2. Goshawk sightings came only from Nampa; Sumpter, Ore., Spokane, and Wenas Creek, s.w. of Ellensburg, Wash. Cooper's Hawks were sighted near Spokane; Kamiak Butte, Whitman Co, Wash.; Wenas Creek; Sawtooth Nat'l Recreation Area, Ketchum, Ida., and Fortine, Mont. Several observations, more than in recent years, were made at the latter locality Ferruginous Hawks continued scarce, particularly in areas around Pocatello where they normally are found. Only one nest was found. The only other nests reported were one near Washtucna, Wash. containing two young, and one, active for the third year, at Canyon Ferry Res near Helena. One was seen near Troy, Mont. May 25 (FB). An active Bald Eagle nest was found 17 miles north of Helena (VY) and two active nests were at the mouth of the Flathead R. near Bigfork, Mont. A pair attempting to nest on Ravalli N.W.R. in the Bitterroot Valley s. of Missoula failed when the nest tree blew down in Whitman County, Wash. where the species is rare, an adult was seen at Rock L., Apr. 5 (JWW). Two birds at Phillips L. in Oregon were worthy of note. Only seven sightings of Prairie Falcons were reported. At least 50 Am. Kestrels were at Salmon Creek Res. about 10 mi. n. of Jackpot, Nev. Apr. 3 (PLu). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Eighteen Sharp-tailed Grouse, the only ones reported, were near Sinking Creek s. of Creston, Wash., Apr. 10 and on that date at least 33 Sage Grouse were on the strutting grounds just to the west. Four other Sage Grouse grounds in that general area were reported active (DW). 

CRANES -- In a spot near Kittitas, Wash, 700 Sandhill Cranes spent the night of Apr. 30. (RP) and at 
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least 3000 were in the St. Andrews, Wash., area Apr. 10 (S.A.S.). Noteworthy were 60-75 in a field near Lapine, Ore., Apr. 24. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Five Semipalmated Plovers were observed at Newman L., Wash. (WH) and one at Rupert, Ida May 3 was Shillington's first ever. The only Black-bellied Plovers reported were three at Banks L. in Washington May 13 (JA). The Nampa area reported 257 Long-billed Curlews May 31 and about 50 were in an alfalfa field s. of Ephrata, Wash., May 25. In the Pocatello area the birds survive in a few isolated pockets of cheat grass prairie. As recently as 1969 thousands nested w. of the city but agriculture has forced them out. As usual the only Upland Sandpipers for the Region appeared near the Idaho-Washington line e. of Spokane. After the late April storm a field near Helena had about 100 Willets and 200 Long-billed Dowitchers, the largest numbers ever recorded there (SM). Eight Am. Avocets, very uncommon in s. British Columbia, were on the lakeshore at Penticton May 2 (SRC) and a flock was at L. Wenas s.w. of Ellensburg Apr. 27. A nest of the species was found at Haynes L. just n. of St. Andrews, Wash., May 29 (DD). A Wilson's Phalarope at Cougar Bay on Coeur d' Alene L., Idaho May 31 was the first for that 1ocahty; it is an uncommon transient in n. Idaho (SS). Northern Phalaropes appeared scarce. Two at Fortine May 9 furnished the second spring record in 56 years' observing (WW). Rupert, Ida, had 25, and a single bird was found at Reardan, Wash., May 18. 

GULLS, TERNS -- The Nampa area had 8100 California and 900 Ring-billed Gulls May 12. An adult Laughing Gull in summer plumage at Malheur N.W.R. was apparently the first ever for Oregon (SL & SSu). Three Bonaparte's Gulls appeared May 29 at Nampa, where they are rarely seen. An imm. bird was at McNary N W R., Burbank, Wash., Apr. 26 (ZB & EC) and two in winter plumage were found at Ellensburg May 1 (ZB & EC) About 20 were on Magic Res. s. of Halley, Ida. (ELL) A very few appeared in e. Washington. Nampa had two Com. Terns May 1. Caspian Terns were noted mostly in s. Idaho, with up to four in the Nampa area and two at Pocatello. Rupert had 14. Medical L., Wash., had two May 1. One was sighted at Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash., May 31 (THR & BW). Six Black Terns were sighted at Parson, B.C., where they had been undetected previously (RRH). Single Forster's and Black Terns appeared at the new dam reservoir at Clarkston, Wash 

PIGEONS, OWLS -- Leavenworth, Wash., had a pair of Band-tailed Pigeons Apr. 23 (PC). The Barn Owl was reported only from the Nampa area, Lowden, Richland and Columbia N.W.R. in Washington. At Spokane Screech Owls nesting in a box made for squirrels, hatched young May 4 and the fledglings left the nest June 6. The birds were photographed and sound-recorded many times A Flammulated Owl was identified at Malheur N W R. May 9 (CDL). A Barred Owl nest near Loon L., Lincoln Co., Mont. May 29 was the first ever reported for the Region and reaffirms this species' southward extension (DD). A pair of Long-eared Owls, seldom found in w. Montana, was found nesting near Missoula (SSF) One in Yoho N.P. Apr. 10 made the first park record (BBe). The only Saw-whet Owl sightings were of one found dead at Waterton Lakes N.P., Canada Apr. 6 and one at Davenport, Wash. cemetery May 16. 

POORWILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- The Poorwill was found only near Ellensburg, Methow and Spokane, Wash., in late May. Ft. Okanogan, Wash., had the only Black Swifts, about ten, May 30-31 (EH). White-throated Swifts were reported nesting near Missoula, no details given. Black-chinned Hummingbirds were appearing in unusual places. Single birds were sighted in the Parker Heights area near Yakima and one was found dead at Bozeman. Freshly killed, apparently by a car, it apparently came from nearby and would be the first record for that locality (MD). A male at a feeder in Nicholson May 17 & 24, apparently furnished the northernmost record for e. British Columbia (RRH & FK). A male May 2 near Vernon, B.C. where the species is rare, supplied the earliest date ever there (BB) A male Anna's Hummingbird appeared at White Salmon, Wash., May 7 (MS) and Spokane had its first record for the species, a female examined carefully at very close range May 8 (JA). A visit May 8-22 at Malheur N.W R of a Calliope Hummingbird was a rare occurrence (RRS) A sampling of first dates for the Rufous gave, for Bigfork, May 3; Richland and Prince George, B.C., Apr 30, Parker Heights and Vernon, Apr. 28, and Spokane Apr 23. 

WOODPECKERS -- An active Pileated Woodpecker nest was found on Browne Mt. near Spokane and two were located in the vicinity of Bigfork. One Red-naped, two Red-breasted Sapsuckers and one bird in intermediate plumage were sighted near Fort Klamath, Ore., May 31 (PL & SL). Three observations of Williamson's Sapsucker were reported. A male was about five mi. s. of Colockum Pass in the Cascade Mts. n of Ellensburg May 8 (AC) and one was in the Moser Creek area s. of Bozeman, a new area for the species, May 23 (SC). A male was at a nest on Gold Creek near Methow, Wash., May 30 (EH). A pair of White-headed Woodpeckers was nesting at the Boise-Cascade campground and bird sanctuary on Wenas Creek at the end of May, quite unperturbed by campers of the state Audubon campout situated a few feet from the nest tree Two male and five female Black-backed. Three-toed Woodpeckers were in the Marshall, Wash., vicinity Apr. 25 and two were seen at Sumpter, Ore., May 9. 

FLYCATCHERS -- Two Ash-throated Flycatchers were located along Crab Creek on Columbia N.W.R s of O'Sullivan Dam (THR & BW). A Say's Phoebe May 23 was the first ever for Yoho N.P. (CW et al.) A Least Flycatcher was found at the camp on Wenas Creek at the end of May (EL). The Gray Flycatcher was found there again this year, at least ten singing males May 9 (EH) and one bird seen May 27 (EL) and heard May 30 (THR). The Olive-sided Flycatcher was recorded only at Wenas Creek and on Browne Mt. near Spokane. 

JAYS THROUGH CREEPERS -- The Blue Jay that wintered in Bozeman was last seen Apr. 24 (PDS) and "a pair" was seen along the Swan R. near Bigfork Apr 19 (WJ). Clark's Nutcracker was practically unreported, with one seen on two dates in the Nampa area and about a dozen in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane. Heyburn S.P. had four Chestnut-backed Chickadees May 2 (P.A.S.). The only other report was of one carrying nesting material in the vicinity of Bigfork (DS). The only Com Bushtits were several near Lyle and Centerville, Wash, 
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May 1 (EH). Most Brown Creepers had left for higher altitudes but one still lingered until May at the Davenport, Wash., cemetery. 

WRENS THROUGH THRUSHES -- A late Winter Wren migrant was at the Davenport cemetery May 4 (JA), and two were singing along the creek at Browne Mt. near Spokane May 8. Bewick's Wren was again found at Lewis and Clark S.P., near Waitsburg, Wash. (SMu & CS). The Canyon Wren was singing in April at Trident, Mont., a new site (ETH & RAH). The species seems to be expanding its range slowly in that area. A probable Mockingbird sighting was made in Yoho N.P. (CW). A Gray Catbird appeared in Baker May 28 and lingered into June (AW) and a Brown Thrasher was seen near Missoula May 27 (VV). Sage Thrashers in the Pocatello area began nesting early and by Apr. 23 many nests with eggs had been located. A Varied Thrush in the Bear Trap area along the Madison R. west of Bozeman Apr. 24 added another sighting to the very few for that area (BBa et al.). An early Hermit Thrush was far north at Prince George, B.C., May 8. In the Bigfork area five active bluebird -- presumably Mountain -- nests were found in nest boxes but 28 boxes put up for them around a first year Scotch Pine plantation there had 28 pairs of Tree Swallows occupying them! On a farm s.w. of Spokane 65 nest boxes had 30 nests of W. Bluebirds and one of Mountain. Both species were rather common and nesting at Boise-Cascade campground on Wenas Creek in late May 

KINGLETS THROUGH SHRIKES -- Migrating flocks of up to 25 Ruby-crowned Kinglets appeared in the Davenport cemetery the last week of April. Water Pipits were practically unreported, with about 15 at Four Lakes, Spokane Co., Apr. 24 and the first arriving at Vernon, B.C. Apr. 23. A group of 17 Bohemian Waxwings still lingered at Spokane Apr. 28. A pair of Loggerhead Shrikes at a nest near Asotin, Wash., furnished the first breeding record for Asotin County (JWW). 

WARBLERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS -- A Black-and-White Warbler was observed at very close range at Boise-Cascade camp May 3 (ZB) and at least one Tennessee Warbler was positively identified at Malheur N W R. headquarters May 14 (DF). A pair of the latter species was present at Missoula for several weeks and was presumed to be nesting (AB). This would be a southward extension of the species' known breeding range. Seventeen Orange-crowned Warblers were singing May 8 on the e slope of Browne Mt. near Spokane, where they are believed to nest. This may be the best place in the Region to find the species. The Nashville Warbler was described as becoming an increasingly common migrant at Missoula (SSF). The Browne Mt. area at Spokane had 11 singing males May 8. The species is known to nest there. A male Parula Warbler was identified and photographed at close range at Malheur N.W.R. May 29-30 (PL, SL, PS, SSu & CT) and one was reported at Missoula (MR), no details included. A Black-throated Gray Warbler territorial male was seen in Junipers near Pocatello May 27 for the only report. Malheur N.W.R. had a Hermit Warbler May 15 (JW). A male Chestnut-sided Warbler singing and photographed at Missoula May 27 was still there June 1 (JK, FKr & PLW). A Palm Warbler was reported at Goose Prairie in the Yakima area, May 23, no details (BL et al.) A migrating N. Waterthrush was along the Portneuf R. near Pocatello May 21 (MM) and one was at Malheur N.W.R. May 23 (CDL) one was along the new dam reservoir near Clarkston, Wash., May 17 Two male and one female Am. Redstarts appeared on Thrapp Mt, Okanogan Co., May 30 (EH), and one visited Malheur May 23 (CDL). A female, perhaps the same bird, was seen there May 29 (PL, SL, PS & SSu). Warbler numbers in general seemed low. Baker had two male Bobolinks May 27 (AW). A lone Yellow-headed Blackbird was sighted May 2 at Revelstoke, B.C., where the species does not breed (JWo). A male and a female N. Oriole, Bullock's race, were carrying nest material around an old nest at Golden, B.C., May 23. This represents a northeastward extension of known nesting areas there (RRH). Rarely observed in the vicinity of Kootenai N.W.R., a pair of these birds appeared May 29 (DAP). Two males and a female at Hailey, Ida, May 15 were worthy of note (ELL) A "sizeable" migration of this species was observed in the vicinity of Meadow L., Spokane Co., May 23 (FBH) Two Com. Grackles appeared in Pocatello May 11 (EF) At least one record is obtained there each spring (CHT) April 8 was a record early date for the species at Bozeman, excepting for years when they winter (PDS). A Brown-headed Cowbird had reached Prince George, B.C. as early as May 3 (JC). 

F1NCHES -- A female Rose-breasted Grosbeak was found at Malheur N.W.R. May 29 (SSu) and a male was photographed there May 30-31 (PL, SL, PS, SSu & DT) Evening Grosbeaks were seen migrating in large numbers through some cities in e. Oregon and Washington and at Bigfork, Mont., in May. A flock estimated at 350 was feeding under elms in a park in Spokane May 28 The Purple Finch was added to Yoho N.P.'s list by a sighting May 10; more were seen later in the month (RRH) Eight House Finches, apparently four pairs, appeared in Hailey, Ida., May 15 (ELL). Large numbers of Com Redpolls still lingered at Missoula after the winter invasion, frequenting feeders into May. Two were still at Helena Apr. 28 (MB) and a very few at Spokane Apr 1-2 broke the late record there. A Lesser Goldfinch was seen well May 21 south of Pocatello (MM). White-winged Crossbills lingered at Bozeman until May 21 and a few were seen at Rupert, Ida. Apr. 12 and stayed three days 

SPARROWS -- A single Rufous-sided Towhee at a feeder in Nicholson and four at Brisco, B.C., Apr. 1 were noteworthy (FK), as was one at Fortine Apr. 2 The species has been recorded there in spring in only eight years out of 55 (WW). The Pocatello area had two Lark Bunting sightings in late May (CHT) and Rupert had four May 29. The scarce Grasshopper Sparrow was found only in the Spokane Valley near the Idaho line in early May (WH). A lone Vesper Sparrow was sighted in Yoho N.P., where it is rare, May 8 (RRH) and a male Lark Sparrow photographed them May 21 added the species to the park list (CW, RRH et al.) The Sage Sparrow was reported at Ninepipe N.W.R., Charlo, Mont. (DB). In the Pocatello area the birds were singing on territory by Mar. 18 but no nests with eggs were found until May 8. Malheur N W R had a Gray-headed Junco May 26 (CDL). No Brewer's Sparrow nests there were found at Pocatello until May 26. The Harris' Sparrow which wintered at Swan L. s.e. of Bigfork molted into ad. plumage and left May 12 (EJ). 
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Three which spent most of the spring at feeders in Pocatello likewise molted and were singing before departing (JJ). The species was seen at Walla Walla Apr. 23 & 28 (LC & RM). One still in imm. plumage was seen at Richland Apr. 17 (REW). A huge influx of White-crowned Sparrows in Pocatello the week of Apr. 26 was apparently waiting out a storm there. There were very few Golden-crowned Sparrows Apr. 26-May 14 at Davenport, Richland and Yakima, Wash. The only White-throated Sparrow reported was an immature bird at the Davenport cemetery May 11 (JA & WH). Fox Sparrows were reported only at Spokane Mar. 28 and later, and near Wapato, Wash., one bird May 8 (AH). The little-reported Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Nampa, one May 29; at feeders in Missoula; one at Richland Apr. 9 (PW), and in the Spokane area, the first Apr. 24 at Medical L. The Swamp Sparrow that wintered at Missoula was still there Apr. 3 (PLW). Thirty-five McCown's Longspurs at Helena Valley Reservoir Apr. 27 after the storm were the first ever for that area. The next day three flocks of about 100 each were there (SM). Four Lapland Longspurs in breeding plumage were seen at Creston, Wash., Apr. 10 (JA). The species appeared at Bozeman May 15. 
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Spring Migration, 1976

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 

Except for very warm days late in April and early in May, this spring continued the trend of the last several years of being cooler than normal; rainfall, however, occurred in average amounts. 

LOONS, GREBES, PELAGICS, HERONS -- The major migration by Com. Loons occurred in the second half of May, which was later than usual. The Yellow-billed Loon at Eld Inlet, s. Puget Sound, was last seen Apr. 13 (BE, fide GH): one was at Cortes I., Wash., Apr. 4 & 7 (AD, fide VG), and another was discovered and photographed at Bay City, Tillamook Bay, Ore., Apr. 17 (TC). Arctic Loons were very prominent in migration along the Oregon and Washington coasts through May; on May 17, 3500 were at Active Pass in the Gulf Is. As late as June 1 Arctic Loons streamed past the s. jetty of the Columbia R. at an incredible 50 birds per minute for much of the day (HN)! On May 1 Red-throated Loons were passing that locality at the rate of 40 birds per hour (HN et al.); 300 were in Grays Harbor, May 15 (G & WH). A Red-necked Grebe at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., May 31 (HN et al.) was late, as were the five birds offs., Vancouver I., May 29 (BK). A few Horned Grebes were still to be found at salt water locations the last week in May; 40 at Dungeness Bay May 15 (RP, fide DS) was a late concentration. Two Eared Grebes were at Eld Inlet, Apr. 25 (BE, fide GH); one or two were at Victoria until May 6 (VG et al.). Aggregations of W. Grebes occurred repeatedly around s. Vancouver I. until mid-May, the maximum being 2100 at Saanich Inlet, Apr. 7 (VG). A boat trip from Westport, Wash., May 16 turned up 105 Black-footed Albatrosses, 15 N. Fulmars, 76 Pink- footed Shearwaters, five Flesh-footed Shearwaters, 10,000 Sooty Shearwaters, and 283 Fork-tailed Storm- Petrels (TW et al.)! Up to 10,000 Sooty Shearwaters were inside Grays Harbor, Wash., May 15 (TW); they were present in the thousands off the mouth of the Columbia R. after that date. On May 31 at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., a strong s.w. wind after two days of gales accompanying passage of a storm was responsible for the presence of large numbers of pelagic species; among them were 36 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels and 27 Leach's Storm- Petrels counted singly in the course of several hours (JG, 
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MS, HN, TC). Most remarkable, however, was the sighting of a Wilson's Storm-Petrel which at one point was no more than 125 ft. from the observers; the unnotched tail, dark brown coloration, white rump and straighter, more deliberate flight in contrast to Leach's all were noted. At one point the bird pattered on the surface with wings outstretched at an upward angle (JG, MS). All circumstances considered there is no reason to doubt the accuracy of the identification, which marks the first record of Wilson's Storm-Petrel for this Region. On May 13 at Dungeness Bay, Wash., 24 White Pelicans were observed to alight on the water before they flew off to the southwest (DS et al.). 3700 Brandt's Cormorants were at Active Pass in the Strait of Georgia Apr 2 (MGS). The Region's first Louisiana Heron was discovered at Finley N.W.R.s. of Corvallis, Ore., May 12 by Terry Finger and was seen and photographed by many observers through the end of the report period. Green Herons were noted in singles or in pairs from Finley N W R. and Tillamook n. as far as Vancouver at ten other localities, mostly in May. An imm. Cattle Egret was at Longview, Wash., Apr. 10-29 (EH et al.). A Great Egret at Oyehut near Ocean Shores, Wash., is said to have overwintered; it remained until Apr. 30 (DC, fide PM). Another was seen at Tillamook May 1 & 10 (JG et al.); the species was noted twice at Grants Pass, Ore., this spring (SS). Three Black-crowned Night Herons were seen at Grants Pass May 2 (SS). Am. Bitterns were reported from nine Puget Sound, Willamette Valley and coastal locations in Oregon and Washington after Apr. 24 

WATERFOWL -- Two Whistling Swans were at Somenos L., s. Vancouver I., during April; one remained until May 11 (JCo, VG). A single Whistling Swan was noted at Scappoose May 1 (TC, JG). Mid-April marked the peak for migration of Black Brant along coastal portions of the s. half of the Region, with flocks comprising hundreds of birds; a few were still in s. British Columbia the last week of May. Late April and early May marked peak movements of White-fronted Geese; 400 were seen at Nehalem Meadows May 1 and a week later 600 were noted at Tillamook Bay a few miles to the south (TC, JG). On Apr. 17 there were 1000 Snow Geese on the Skagit Flats at Conway, Wash. (EH); flocks of up to 125 were seen at Duncan and near Campbell R., B.C., during the middle two weeks of April. The second w. Washington record for Ross' Goose occurred when one was found near Anacortes, Apr. 13 (RPA, BS, fide PM). Two Gadwall ducks were at Finley N.W.R., May 1 (LN) and one was at Saanich, B.C., Apr. 27 (VG et al.). A pair of Pintail was at the mouth of the Sooke R., Vancouver I., May 15 (VG, RS) and a few were seen still at Finley N.W.R., May 1 (LN). A male Green-winged Teal showing the white marks of both the Eurasian and American subspecies was found at Iona I., s. of Vancouver, B.C., on the late date of May 30 (BK). A bird of the Eurasian ssp. was at Vancouver Apr. 26 (BK). A female Redhead was observed at Somenos L. near Duncan, B.C., Apr. 7 (VG) and another was found at Saanich, B.C., Apr. 17 (RS, fide VG); four Redheads were at Cannon Beach, Ore., May 8 (TC, JG). Up to ten Ring-necked Ducks were seen at Cave Junction, Ore. (SS), near Dungeness, Wash., and on s Vancouver I. in May. A Canvasback was at Iona I., May 18-25 (BK). Late Oldsquaws were recorded at Yaquina Bay, Ore., May9 (RB), at Ocean Shores, Wash., May 15 (EH) and at Victoria, May 11 (VG, RS) Surf Scoters, mostly sub-adult birds, were moving n. past the mouth of the Columbia R. at the rate of 1200 birds per hour May 31 (HN et al.). Ten Black Scoters were at Iona I., May 14 and one bird was still present May 30 (BK) 

HAWKS, GAME BIRDS, RAILS -- The White-tailed Kite which has been at Finley N.W.R. since last October was joined by a second bird; on May 14 and 15 they were observed copulating; no nest, however, has been found (JG et al.). A White-tailed Kite was seen n. of Medford, May 30-31 (fide OS). Goshawks were observed during the report period at Alsea, Ore. (DM), at Saanich on two occasions (RS, V & MG), at Duncan (JCo), and at Manning Prov. Park (VG). There were four Oregon, four Washington and seven s. Vancouver I. sightings reported of Sharp-shinned Hawks this spring season. For Cooper's Hawks, seven Oregon, four Washington and five s Vancouver I. sightings were the only ones reported. An imm. Red-shouldered Hawk was seen 3.5 mi s. of Harbor, Curry Co., Ore. Apr. 10 (SS et al.). Several Golden Eagles were seen through April and the first half of May on s. Vancouver I. (JCo, RS, VG et al.). As many as 18 Bald Eagles could be seen in a day in the Gulf and San Juan Is. and on s. Vancouver I.; there were five Oregon sightings involving seven birds and away from the San Juans there were three Washington records involving four birds. Marsh Hawk observations were reported from only five localities this spring. Six active Osprey nests were counted in the vicinity of Victoria (VG), while from the rest of the Region came reports of sightings from ten other places. There were four sightings of Peregrines, Apr. 10-May 18. Merlins were recorded six times at five places in Washington, three times at Portland, and twice from c. Vancouver I. Bobwhites were heard calling several miles s. of Sequim, Wash., May 20 (DS). On May 1 there were 40 Sandhill Cranes at Scappoose, Ore., (JG, TC); three flew over Dungeness May 7 and two days later one more was seen going over (DS). On Apr. 18, 30 Sandhill Cranes were observed flying 200 ft. above the summit of Mt Becher, 9 mi. w. of Courtenay, B.C. (MGS, fide VG), four birds of this species flew low over the beach at Torino May 1 (JCo), and one occurred near Campbell R., B C, Apr. 20 (HT). Early Soras were recorded at Snohomish, Wash. (EH), and at Saanich, B.C., (RS, fide VG), both on Apr. 11. Late in the evening of May 26 Ralph Fryer heard a Yellow Rail calling from an extensive wet-grass area between Highway No. 1 and Somenos L. n. of Duncan; there seems to be no reason to doubt the identification (fide VG). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Four Snowy Plover were at Tillamook Bay Apr. 3 (HN), and one was found there May 10 (JG, MK). A single Snowy Plover was at Ocean Shores Apr. 24 (G & WH) where two were seen May 15 (EH). On May 13-16 an Am. Golden Plover was at Victoria (RS, V & MG). Approximately 150 Surfbirds were at Sooke, B.C., Apr. 15 (RS, fide VG). More than 10 Ruddy Turnstones together were noted at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., at Grays Harbor, at Ocean Shores, at Victoria, and at Campbell R., May 7-15, the maximum being 25 at Grays Harbor May 11 (RE, fide GH). The Region's peak seasonal count for Black Turnstones was 155 at Vancouver Apr. 27 (BK). A Long-billed Curlew appeared at Newport, Ore., May 15 (JG, MK, MS). 
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Whimbrel in numbers between 40 and 70 were seen at Tillamook, May 8-15; 120 were at Newport, May 15 and 70 were at Torino, B.C., May 1-3. Early Whimbrels were at Chatham I., B.C., Apr. 1 (KT, PN, fide VG) and at Willapa Bay, Wash., Apr. 4 (DDS). Single Solitary Sandpipers appeared at Iona I., May 9 (S & AR, fide BK), and at Saanich May 5 (V & MG). Wandering Tattlers were observed at five different localities Apr. 24-May 31, with 15 at Ocean Shores May 15 (G & WH) the top count. A Willet was at Tokeland, Wash., Apr. 12 (DC, fide PM) and 3-4 showed up at Yaquina Bay, Ore., May 9 (RB). Twenty Lesser Yellowlegs at Kent, Wash., Apr. 11 (BR, fide PM) was an early and unusual concentration for this Region. Red Knots were counted repeatedly at Tillamook Bay May 1-10 where 143 were present on the 10th (JG, MK); 300 individuals of this species were at Grays Harbor Apr. 24 (G & WH), and 150 were at Ocean Shores May 15 (EH). They were reported from four other localities Apr. 17-May 15. The 34 Rock Sandpipers at Victoria Apr. 19 was the season's high count; the last birds seen in the Region were there May 7 (VG, RS). Three Pectoral Sandpipers were discovered at Finley N.W.R., May 1 (fide HN); single birds were at Iona I., at Pt Roberts, and at Vancouver, B.C., that day and the next Another Pectoral Sandpiper was at Iona I., May 17 (RPh, fide BK). Up to four Baird's Sandpipers were found at Iona I., at Seattle, at Sauvie I. near Portland, and at the s. jetty of the Columbia, Apr. 29-May 3. On Apr 17 an estimated 450 Short-billed Dowitchers were at Grays Harbor (BH-T); the species was reported from three other places in numbers up to 30 Apr. 22-May 15. Up to 1500 Dowitchers, "mostly Long-billed", were at Tofino, B.C., May 1-3 (JCo); 92 Long-billed Dowitchers were at Iona I., May 14 (BK) and good numbers were reported from the s. jetty of the Columbia R. the next day (DDS). Single Semipalmated Sandpipers were noted at Vancouver May 3 (BK), at the Montlake fill, Seattle, May 14 photographed (DP, fide PM), and at Cannon Beach, Ore, May 21 (DF, fide HN). The 5000 W. Sandpipers at Tillamook Bay May 8 (HN, WR) was the largest concentration of the season. A Marbled Godwit was at Grays Harbor, May 17 (BHT) and nine May 24 (G & WH); five occurred at Torino May 1-3 (JCo), and three were at Newport May 15 (JG, MK, MS). On May 15 a Hudsonian Godwit was discovered at Reifel Refuge (JF et al., fide BK). Red Phalaropes were scattered all along the Oregon and s.w. Washington coasts during the first half of May, with 360 at Newport May 15 (JG, MK, MS) and 200 off Westport May 16 (TW) being the largest counts. One was at Ocean Shores Apr. 18 (E & NH). Wilson's Phalaropes were noted in more places and in larger numbers than at any season in the past; sightings occurred repeatedly at Seattle, three times at Saanich, twice at Sauvie I., Nisqually N.W.R., Dungeness, Iona I., and Cowichan Bay, and once at Westport, Aberdeen Wash., and at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. Apr. 30-May 31; most sightings involved between one and three birds but ten were at Nisqually May 9 and 25 were at Iona I., May 28. A noteworthy early record of Wilson's Phalarope was one at Westport Apr. 23 (EG et al., fide PM). A very heavy migration of N. Phalaropes took place along the n.w. Oregon coast, May 8-9 with thousands of birds involved; the movement carried birds inland to Fern Ridge Res. w. of Eugene, to Finley N.W.R., to Baskett Slough w. of Salem, and to Sauvie I. where 30 birds were counted May 9 (TC). Many birds were still moving a week later when 150 were seen at Newport (JG, MK, MS) and 300 were seen off Westport (TW). Early N. Phalaropes were one dead on the beach at Oceanside, Tillamook Co., Ore, Apr. 17 (MK, HN) and six at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., Apr. 24 (HN). A female N. Phalarope May 17-18 at Iona I. was also noteworthy (VG). 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS, ALCIDS: -- An ad. Pomarine Jaeger was observed resting on the beach at Pistol R., Curry Co., Ore., May 9 (SS); five Pomarine Jaegers were seen at sea off Westport May 16 (TW), and on May 31 sixteen were seen at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. (JG, MS; TC, HN). From May 15 to May 31 Parasitic Jaegers were noted at Newport, the Columbia R. mouth, at Ocean Shores, off Westport, at Iona I., and at Victoria, six at the Columbia R., May 31, being the maximum. A Long-tailed Jaeger was seen at Ocean Shores Apr. 24 (G & WH; DHa, fide PM), one was found dead on the highway three mi. s. of Boiler Bay, Ore., May 8 (fide HN), and two were seen at the s. jetty of the Columbia May 31 (JG). Lone Glaucous Gulls were at Port Gamble, Wash, Apr. 3 (EH, fide PM), at Torino, May 1-3 (JCo), at Tillamook May 8 (HN, WR), and off Westport, May 16 (TW); two immatures were at Torino Apr. 24 (ADd7de VG). On Apr. 9 there were 4000 Bonaparte's Gulls at Victoria (RS, VG); on May 5 there were 3200 at Active Pass where 600 were counted May 17 (MGS, fide VG) Bonaparte's Gulls migrated past Tillamook Bay at Barview May 8 at the rate of 200 birds per hour (HN, WR); a dozen were inland at Fern Ridge Res., May 8-9 (LN). A very early fully adult plumaged Heermann's Gull appeared at Victoria May 27 (MG, fide VG). On Apr 10 at Brookings in s.w. Oregon 15 Black-legged Kittiwakes were observed; May brought numerous sightings, from Oregon and Washington coastal points and from s. Vancouver I.; there were 500 at Ocean Shores May 15 (G & WH), 600 at Westport and offshore May 16 (BH-T, TW), 165 migrating e. past Victoria May 29 (VG et al.) and 2500 at the s. jetty of the Columbia R., May 31 (JG, MS; TC, HN). On May 16 off Westport 58 Sabine's Gulls were counted (TW); one was seen at Tillamook Bay May 1 (TC, JG), three were noted from nearby Cape Meares May 8 (HN, WR); two were seen at Ocean Shores May 15 (EH), and two were observed at Victoria May 16-18 &29 (MGS, RS, VG). During the first two weeks of May, Com. Terns were readily found by observers at Oregon and s.w. Washington coastal points; the peak seems to have been May 8 when 150 birds per hour were flying past Barview, Ore. (HN, WR), and May 15 when a constant migration was going by Ocean Shores (G & WH). "Many" Arctic Terns were at Tillamook Bay May 8 (JG, TC) and at Newport May 15 (JG, MK, MS); none were found at sea off Westport May 16 (TW). On May 31 at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. a Least Tern was carefully observed and was photographed (TC, JG, HN, MS); it provided the second state record for this species, the first having been two males collected at the same place in 1964 by Wes Batterson. A Caspian Tern at Leadbetter Pt., Apr. 3 (DDS) was early as indeed were the single bird at Tillamook Apr. 17 (MK, HN) and the 36 birds at the s jetty of the Columbia R., Apr. 24 (HN). On May 31 two Black Terns were spied migrating n. over the ocean from 
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the s. jetty of the Columbia R. (JG, MS, HN, TC); one was at Ankeny N.W.R., June 1 (DPo, fide RL). Up to 25 Marbled Murrelets at a time were noted at the Columbia R. mouth, at Ocean Shores, in the San Juan Is, and around s.e. Vancouver I., mostly in the last two weeks of May. Four Ancient Murrelets were recorded off Westport May 16 (TW). On May 10 two Cassin's Auklets were seen at Victoria (RS, fide VG). Rhinoceros Auklets were seen in n. Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca and from Cascade Head., Tillamook Co., Ore., in numbers up to thirty a day, also mostly in the latter half of May. On May 16, 44 Tufted Puffins were seen off Westport (TW) and 40 were seen at Pt. Grenville, Wash. (EH). 

OWLS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Burrowing Owl was seen s. of Corvallis Apr. 4 (LN). A pair of Barred Owls was again found at Bacus Hill, Skagit Co., Wash., Apr. 17 & May 9 (EH). A pair of Spotted Owls was discovered at Lyons, Ore., May 22 (RB, JS). One or two Short-eared Owls were reported from five different localities from Salem n. to Vancouver during the report period. Single Saw-whet Owls were recorded at Twin Harbors S.P., Grays Harbor Co., Wash., Apr. 12 (DC, fide PM) and at Olympia Apr. 29 (BH-T). Fifty Black Swifts were at Vancouver May 24 (BK); five were seen at Saanich May 3 (ARD, fide VG), and twelve were noted at Sea I. s. of Vancouver May 29 (VG). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was present at Merle McGraw's feeders at Shady Cove, Ore., where this species has appeared almost every year since 1968. A nest of the Anna's Hummingbird containing two eggs was discovered in a blackberry thicket near Tacoma May 26 (BRa, fide PM); an immature was at feeders in Portland May 10 (VH). The Tacoma record is Washington's first breeding record for the species. Other Anna's Hummingbirds were seen this spring at Campbell R. where two were noted Apr. 11 (HN), at Saanich, Bellingham, Seattle, and Portland. 

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS, JAYS -- A pair of Acorn Woodpeckers were seen repeatedly in a white oak grove near Banks, Ore, during the season (TC, JG et al.). The wintering population of Lewis' Woodpeckers at Medford had almost disappeared by the end of May (OS). Seven pairs of Lewis' Woodpeckers were reported nesting at Minto I., Salem (HH) and a flock of seven was seen at Seattle May 1 (DH et al., fide PM), but otherwise there were only five reports -- two from Oregon, three from Washington -- of single individuals of this species. A N. Three-toed Woodpecker was found just west of the Cascade crest 8 mi. n. of Marblemount, Wash., May 3 (AC); two were observed at Manning P.P. May 27 (VG). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was found at Grants Pass, May 4 (SS). A nesting pair of Black Phoebes was again found near Medford the last week of May (OS). A Say's Phoebe was at Merlin, Ore., May 22 (SS). Two W. Flycatchers at Saanich, Apr. 4 (RS, fide VG) were very early migrants. Unprecedented numbers of W. Wood Peewees occurred in the Vancouver area in late May (BK). Skylarks were breeding in good numbers at American Camp, San Juan I, May 23 (DDS). Single Bank Swallows were noted at Cannon Beach, Ore. (TC, JG), at N. Vancouver (GAP, fide BK), at Matsqui, B.C. (VG), and at Iona I. (VG) where eight were also observed (BK), all during May. Purple Martins arrived late, first appearing at Fern Ridge Res., w. of Eugene, Apr. 20 and then along the Columbia R. the last week of April; they were first seen at Olympia May 2 (TL) and later were seen also at Redmond, Wash, and at Saanich. A Gray Jay was at Seattle Apr. 24 and again May 22 (DH et al., fide PM). The Saanich wintering Blue Jay was last found Apr. 3 (fide VG). Four Scrub Jays were at Longview Apr. 10 (EH), and one was unprecedentedly as far north as 15 mi. from Chehalis Apr. 12 (DCa, fide PM). 

WRENS THROUGH SHRIKES -- A pair of House Wrens was observed at Quadra I., B.C., May 13 (HT), and four were found in two different localities further s on Vancouver I., May 3 (ARD, MM, fide VG) A Mockingbird was at Campbell R., Apr. 10-16 (GPa, fide HT) and a Sage Thrasher was discovered at Redmond Apr. 21 (BEy, fide PM). Three Swainson's Thrushes at Tillamook Apr. 17 (MK, HN) were early arrivals A Veery was found at Newport Ore., May 30 (DFa), excellent details were furnished by the observer, leaving no basis for doubt of this first for w. Oregon n. of Jackson Co., as far as we know. Western Bluebirds were reported for a number of places on s. Vancouver I., and from Mt Hood in Oregon. They were nesting near McKenna, Wash., where Mountain Bluebirds also were said to be nesting (fide EH). Mountain Bluebirds were observed at Tsawwassen, B.C., Apr. 18 (RP, fide BK) and at Long Beach on s. Vancouver I., Apr. 27 (fide VG). Townsend's Solitaires occurred this year in w. Oregon and w. Washington almost as widely as they had last year, coastal occurrences were at Tillamook Bay (HN) and at Leadbetter Pt. where three were present (DDS), all on Apr. 3. Solitaires also appeared on s. Vancouver I. on four occasions, Apr. 11-May 4. Flocks of Bohemian Waxwings numbering up to 50 birds were at Medford Apr. 13-26 (OS). A N. Shrike was at Sea I., s. of Vancouver on the very late date of May 18 (DS, fide BK), one was seen also at Victoria Apr. 17 (LR, fide VG) Individual Loggerhead Shrikes were seen in Curry County, Ore., at the mouth of the Winchuck R., May 8 (SS), and at Iona I., s. of Vancouver, May 14 (BK).

VIREOS, WARBLERS, BLACKBIRDS, GROSBEAKS -- A Red-eyed Vireo was at Seattle May 9 (DH, fide PM). Three Tennessee Warblers were discovered in s.w. Portland, May 5; one remained there to the end of the report period (MS, JG, HN et al.); this is the Region's second spring report, and the first in spring for Oregon. Up to seven Nashville Warblers were noted on the Reed College campus in s.e. Portland, Apr. 27-30 (DDS); one was seen at Colton, Ore., Apr. 28 (DF), one was near Campbell R., May 1 (HT), and two were found at Vancouver May 2 (BK). Yellow Warblers were said to be present after Apr. 10 in suitable habitat at and around Bellingham in very good numbers (TW). "Audubon's" Warblers passed through Portland in large waves during late April and early May (DDS). On Apr. 29, 40 Black-throated Gray Warblers were counted at Colton (DF), "huge numbers" were found May 2 along the Wilson R highway between Portland and Tillamook (DDS) A Palm Warbler was found at Saanich Apr. 26 (GS, fide VG). Single Com. Yellowthroats at Duncan and Tzuhalem, Vancouver I., Apr. 10 (RS, fide VG) were early arrivals. 
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Yellow-headed Blackbirds were found singly or in small numbers at seven points from Salem n. to Sea I., and in number up to several dozen at the breeding colony on Sauvie I., w. of Portland this spring. A Red-winged Blackbird nest containing four eggs was discovered at Campbell R. on the surprisingly early date of Apr. 18 (HT). Northern Orioles arrived simultaneously in favored places in w. Oregon Apr. 29-May 1; a pair was found at Courtenay, B.C., May 15, the same day a female was found near Campbell R. (HT). Single orioles were seen also at Saanich and at Vancouver the last week of May. There were 80 Brown-headed Cowbirds in a roost at Vancouver's Stanley Park Apr. 21 (BK). 

FINCHES, SPARROWS – A male Lazuli Bunting was seen on Gabriola I., on the s.e. side of Vancouver I., May 27 (VGu, fide VG) marking the extreme n.w. point of range for this species. Evening Grosbeaks were abundant in Portland in April and again in late May; the latter half of May brought thousands in huge flocks to Corvallis (LN). In Olympia during May there were also a lot of Evening Grosbeaks, (BH-T), and by the end of May there were small flocks in Bellingham (TW). Large numbers of Cassin's Finches were seen on the e. side of Mt. Hood Apr. 25 & May 3 (DDS). Six Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were at Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood May 29 (TC, JG, MS); one was at Pitt Meadows, e. of Vancouver, Apr. 3 (BB, fide BK). A Com. Redpoll was seen at Vancouver on the surprising date of Apr. 8 (MP, fide BK). Pine Siskins were present in considerable numbers through all of w. Oregon and w. Washington in April and May. Small flocks of Red Crossbills were found at scattered localities in the two states and on s. Vancouver I. where they seem to have been more numerous than anywhere else. On May 1 a flock of 55 White-winged Crossbills was at Torino (AD, MH, fide VG). A Green-tailed Towhee was found in the Medford area May 22 (OS). Lark Sparrows occurred at Cannon Beach, Ore., May 1 (TC, JG) and at Manning P. Pk., May 27, where the species had never before been noted (VG). On May 16 the first certain Washington Black-throated Sparrow was observed and photographed at Pt. Grenville, Wash., where the bird was feeding with other birds on the lawn at the Coast Guard Station (E & NH); unfortunately, the photographs are not publishable. A Tree Sparrow was in Stanley Park May 4 (BK). A Brewer's Sparrow was carefully watched for some time at Sea I., s. of Vancouver, May 14; it seems to be the first record for coastal British Columbia (BK). A pair of Harris' Sparrows was near Campbell R., May 11-14 (KC, fide HT), and one remained at Surrey, B.C., Apr. 14-25 (fide VG); single Harris' Sparrows also were noted at Ocean Shores Apr. 30 (DC, fide PM) and at Seattle May 26 (WD, CR, fide PM). Two White-throated Sparrows were at Olympia Apr. l-May 2 (JM, fide GH) and one was at Richmond Beach Apr. 27 (MD, fide PM). Lincoln's Sparrow is an uncommon migrant in the s. half of this Region; all but one of this spring's records came between Apr. 20 and May 6 and involved possibly 20 individuals. A late Lapland Longspur was at Seattle May 7 (ES, fide PM) and a pair was at Solander I., B.C., May 2 (RWC, BF. fide VG). Four Snow Buntings were seen at Iona I., Apr. 18 (RP, fide BK), and two were observed at Tsawwassen Apr. 3 (RS, fide VG). 
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Nesting Season, 1976  

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN -INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/Thomas H. Rogers 

The general weather picture for summer in the Region was cool and wet. Spells of sunny weather were quickly terminated by clouds and often rain. June was reported dry only in the Kalispell, Mont., and Spokane, Wash., areas. Most areas in July were abnormally wet and cool. Vegetative growth was excellent and water levels high. The snow pack remained long in the mountains in the northern part of the Region. Nesting in southern Idaho was generally ahead of schedule and arrivals in Crater 

978 American Birds, October, 1976 

Lake National Park were early due to a smaller snow pack The catastrophic bursting of the Teton Dam on the Snake River in southern Idaho swept great quantities of dangerous chemicals into American Falls Reservoir. These included herbicides, PCBs and a variety of insecticides including DDT and less persistent substances. Many drums of toxic materials have not been recovered. High levels of pesticides have been found in game fish and may have caused the death of some birds. 

LOONS, GREBES -- A Red-throated Loon was identified on L. McDonald, Glacier N.P., Mont. (JCB). Nesting success of Red-necked Grebes was very low on Liberty L., Wash., with predation by gulls apparently the reason. Dead W. Grebes were found on the pesticide laden mud flats of Am. Falls Res., near Pocatello, Ida. About 15 were on L. Entiat, n. of Wenatchee June 2 and two were on Rock L., n.w. Whitman Co., Wash. June 6. 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS -- Following the Teton Dam disaster 68 White Pelicans were found dead in the Rupert-Minidoka area. DDT was found in one (JH). About 56 became victims of the pesticide spill at Am. Falls Res. About 650 were seen there June 6, having flown all the way up from the nearest nesting colony, on Great Salt L., raising grave questions about the wellbeing of their young, being fed on fish loaded with toxic substances. Young Double-crested Cormorants occupied eight nests in the L. Helena nesting colony near Helena, Mont (LT). 

HERONS THROUGH IBIS -- At least 47 Great Blue Heron nests were active at the L. Helena heronry (LT) and the one at Mica Bay on L. Coeur d'Alene in n. Idaho had 17 active nests. A Green Heron seen well as it flew over the Swan R., five mi. n.e. of Bigfork July 4 was apparently the third ever for Montana (JS & MS). A single Cattle Egret appeared on meadowland adjacent to Malheur N.W.R. Burns, Ore. July 12 and McNary N.W.R. had a Snowy Egret June 23 (WH). Black-crowned Night Herons were reported only from Columbia N.W.R., Othello, Wash. and at the mouth of the Yakima R. near Richland, Wash. where the harassed colony there apparently was able to bring off a few young. The White-faced Ibis colony at Market L., Roberts, Ida., where 32 birds were banded June 9, seemed healthy (CHT) as was that at Malheur N.W.R., where many were fledging and dispersing in late July (DF) 

WATERFOWL -- Trumpeter Swan nesting success at Red Rock Lakes N.W.R., Lima, Mont. was poor with only 47 per cent hatching success and about 20 per cent cygnet survival (19 young). Malheur N.W.R. produced 12 cygnets, survival yet undetermined, and a pair near Harrison, Mont., brought off two young. Three Trumpeters at Red Rock Lakes had yellow legs and varying amounts of yellow on bill and lores and by sight could easily be mistaken for Whistling Swans. The Trumpeter population at Turnbull N.W.R., Cheney, Wash., stood at 45 at the end of July. Canada Goose reproduction doubled at Malheur with 1600 goslings raised, a mild spring and lower predation contributing to the success. Turnbull had 400 Canadas at the end of the report period. Seventeen adults and 80 goslings were the most ever for L. Helena for Sid Martin Duck pairs at Malheur were up about 30 per cent over last year. Less common ducks thriving at Turnbull were Gadwall at 300, Wood Duck at 60, and Canvasback at 200. Waterfowl production at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, Ida., appeared good despite cold, damp weather Among the unusual occurrences were a male and a female Redhead July 2 on Crater L. in Oregon, apparently the first for the park. The first nesting record for the Ring-necked Duck in the Canadian Rockies was supplied by a female with three young in Yoho N.P. July 13 (RRH & LW). A pair in the Salmon, Ida., area June 3 was unusual. A female and seven young, believed to be Com Goldeneye, were found on the Pend Oreille R., in Idaho just north of Newport, Wash. This is apparently the first breeding record for Idaho (SH, PM & DRP). A pair was noted nesting at L. Wenatchee in n.e. Washington (Y.A.S.) and a brood was reported in Powell County, Mont. June 5 (ETH & RAH). Four of the scarce Harlequin Duck were on the American R., n.w. of Yakima July 21 (EC). The Com. Merganser was described as being a nester on most of the large and wild rivers of s Idaho. It was found on the Owyhee and the Middle Fork of the Salmon R., with a nest found on the latter (CHT).

A VULTURE, HAWKS -- A Turkey Vulture nest, apparently the first ever found in the Region, was discovered near the s. end of Coeur d'Alene L. (DC). One bird in the Salmon area was Roberts' first ever during the nesting season. The species was recorded for the first time in the Livingston, Mont. area (UC), Otter L., near Vernon, B.C., had an amazing 24 of the big birds July 28 (HB). The only Goshawk reports came from Trinity Valley Ecological Reserve, s.e. British Columbia June 10 (JG), and near Field, B.C., July 16 (LW), both singles Swainson's Hawk numbers were good in the Pocatello area and at least four were seen in the Sprague-Ritzvllle, Wash. area June 27. In Oregon a flock of 20 in heavy molt were in a field near Worden June 12 and three were seen June 7 in Lower Klamath N.W.R. (HN). An incubating pair was found in both Franklin and Garfield Cos., Wash. The outlook for the Ferruginous Hawk still appeared dismal in the Pocatello area, but the Birds of Prey Natural Area at Boise had six or seven successful nests (CHT). A pair was attempting to nest near Canyon Ferry Res. near Helena but there was no sign of eggs or young. At least four were sighted in the Washtucna, Wash. area June 27 and young in the nest were observed in June at Wilsall, Mont. Single Bald Eagles appeared in Washington at Rimrock L., near Yakima June 30 and along the Yakima R., near Sunnyside Dam July 1 (HD & AH). Crater Lake N.P. had single adults July 3 & 28 Sixty-five young Ospreys were banded at Coeur d'Alene L. (DC). Two Peregrine Falcons were reported for the Region. Prairie Falcon numbers appeared to be fairly good in one area of e. Oregon and one area of Montana but the birds were scarcely reported in e. Washington and Idaho and unreported from British Columbia. The only Merlins were two in n.w. Montana. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Sharp-tailed Grouse were recorded in the Nampa, Ida. area and Flathead Valley of n.w. Montana. Up to 65 Sage Grouse 
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were noted in July on Hart Mt., Lake Co., Ore., the only record for the period. Lyle, Wash. had a pair of Mountain Quail with 5-6 young July 6 (DRP). 

CRANES THROUGH COOTS -- S.A.
Only three of the Whooping Cranes hatched last year by Sandhill Cranes at Gray's Lake N.W.R. in s.e. Idaho have been located this year and are doing well. One spent the summer south of the refuge (EWL) and another, near Green River, Utah (EWL; CHT). The third summered near Big Timber, Mont. (Bozeman Chronicle; EWL). The substitution of 15 eggs this year resulted in only five young whoopers surviving at report time (RCD & EWL).


Sandhill Crane nesting success at Malheur was 67 per cent better than in 1975. About 236 pairs went into the nesting season there. A Sandhill Crane at Fortine about July 20 was the second in 56 years' observing there (WW). The seldom-seen Virginia Rail was found at Fish L., 15 mi n. of Leavenworth, Wash.; at Rock L., Whitman Co., Wash., and at Coeur d'Alene L. An Am. Coot appeared on Crater L. July 16 for the first record there. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Three Semipalmated Sandpipers at a lake near Fortine July 29 furnished Weydemeyer's tenth record in 56 years. An adult and two very young Snowy Plovers were seen July 21 at Lower Borax L. Res., in s e. Harney Co., Ore. (DF) and at Hot L. in the same general area nine adults were courting (HN). An Am. Golden Plover was photographed at Gloyd Seeps just north of Moses L., Wash. June 10 (PC & HO). The Nampa area reported an astounding 454 Long-billed Curlews July 17. A few nested near Pocatello, where there once were thousands. The tiny Upland Sandpiper colony, still hanging on, in the Spokane Valley e. of Spokane, revealed three adults and one nest, June 12. This is the only known colony in the Region and part of its area is reputedly slated for a housing development. A Spotted Sandpiper was in the Chinook Pass area of Mt. Rainier N P at over 5000ft. elevation July 21 (EC). A Willet at Salmon June 10 was Roberts' first ever. Remarkable were 500 W. Sandpipers at Malheur L., and 3000 at Stinking L. At Summer L., Lake Co., Ore., "peep" numbered in the hundreds or possibly thousands July 24 (SS) Malheur L. had a maximum of 26 Marbled Godwits and a flock of 30+ was at Bear L. N.W.R. in s.e. Idaho June 25 (CHT). American Avocets were estimated at over 10,000 at Summer L. July 24 (SS) and 1370 were counted at Stinking L. Five were at Cougar Bay on Coeur d'Alene L. July 21 for apparently the first n. Idaho record since 1903 (DC). Malheur L. had up to 44 Black-necked Stilts. 

PHALAROPES THROUGH TERNS -- Malheur N.W.R. counted 8100 Wilson's Phalaropes on Stinking L, and "thousands" were at Summer L., July 24. California and Ring-billed Gulls bred by the hundreds on several Columbia R. islands at the mouth of the Yakima R. These colonies appear to be expanding yearly, probably in response to garbage proliferation. The colony of these two species on Am. Falls Res. near Pocatello also appears to be increasing. Some young were ready to fly while eggs were still being incubated in other nests. Notable was a flock of 21 of the Ring-billed in Yoho N.P., B.C. July 26 and a California was at Golden, B.C. July 31 (RRH) Yoho N.P. had two ad. Mew Gulls July 14 and a few were at Golden, B.C., around July 1 for the first records for both areas (RRH). Upper Klamath L., Ore., had 42 subadult Bonaparte's Gulls in a flock June 6 (HN & OS) and the species still lingered at Wilsall, Mont. June 26 (ETH, RAH, DRS & PDS). Three were sighted in Yoho N P July 29 (RRH). Two Forster's Terns at Liberty L., Wash June 1-2 were the first for that locality (GV) and three at Reardan, Wash. June 22 were noteworthy (EH). Six Caspians were along the Columbia R. at Blalock July 6 (DRP). A Black Tern straggled into Yoho N.P. July 14 for the first record there (RRH). 

OWLS -- The Barn Owl was reported from Nampa, Ida.; the Yakima area; Columbia N.W.R., and Clarkston, Wash. Scottie Creek Campground 15 mi. w. of Wenatchee, Wash., had a Flammulated Owl June 28 (SH, PM & DRP). Burrowing Owls were retreating in the face of development in the Richland, Wash., area but seemed to be doing well in the Yakima area and at McNary N.W.R., Burbank, Wash. One or two Barred Owls were found June 13-July 26 at the bog on Calispell Peak n.w. of Cusick, Wash. Single Great Gray Owls appeared at two localities in the mountains w. of Calgary, Alta. (MO & TO; RJB). An adult near Ft. Klamath, Ore., had two newly fledged young with it June 11 (HN) and a pair s. of Bozeman, Mont., brought two young off the nest in late June (PDS). The only Boreal Owl report was of one in Yoho N.P. June 17 (CW). A family group of four imm. Saw-whet Owls were seen near Ennis, Mont June 29 (CH, EHa & PDS).

POORWILLS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS -- Two Poorwills were calling at Satus Pass 15 mi. n.e of Goldendale, Wash., June 3 and another was heard at Wenatchee Guard Station in the Blue Mts. of extreme s.e. Washington July 7 (DRP). The only other record was of five north of Eagle Rock, near Prineville, Ore. (I-IN) A Black Swift nest near Enderby, B.C. held a half-grown nestling July 23 and a flock of 20 was feeding close to the ground at Cherryville, B.C. July 31 (JG). The species was identified at Holter Res. near Helena, for the first record in that area (SM & LS). Several reports of the Black-chinned Hummingbird came from the Yakima area and one was found on Badger Mt., n.e. of Wenatchee One was recorded near Clearwater Forest Service Station m the Blue Mts., Garfield Co., Wash. 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- Rupert, Ida., had a Red-headed Woodpecker June 15-25 (WHS). Lewis' Woodpeckers had at least five successful nests at Golden, B.C. A mixed pair of "red-naped" and "red-breasted" Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers had young in the nest over the July 4 weekend at Cold Springs Campground near Sisters, Ore. (HN). More reports of Williamson's Sapsuckers, than ever before, including two nests, suggested a welcome increase. Most were in Washington but they were also seen near Fortine and two records came from Idaho. White-headed Woodpeckers were found at six localities in Oregon and Washington The Northern Three-toed Woodpecker was reported at five widely scattered localities. 
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A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, -- the first for w. Montana and the second for the state, was identified on lower McDonald Creek, Glacier N.P., June 18 (CM, DS & RS). The Ash-throated Flycatcher colony in Columbia N.W.R. appeared to be on the decline, with only two birds seen. The species seemed to be doing better at a colony above Buena Vista Station on the w. side of Malheur N.W.R., where many pairs were recorded in July (DF). British Columbia had several E. Phoebe records. One was at Nicholson June 20 (FK) and a pair was nesting at Brisco July 12 (FK & RRH). A bird in Yoho N.P. July 31 provided the first park record (RRH & CW) A Least Flycatcher calling on territory was watched at length in Oak Creek Canyon west of Naches, Wash. (BH) The Gray Flycatcher colony was observed again this year in the Satus Pass-Box Canyon area of Klickitat Co, Wash. and the latest date so far, July 30, recorded (EH, PM & DRP). A Western Flycatcher heard along the S Fork of Little Granite Creek at 6000ft. in the Seven Devils Mts., Idaho July 4 provided the first state record for summer south of Latah County (THR). Horned Larks appeared on top of Liao Rock, Crater L., N.P. June 21, three weeks earlier than any previous record, and five were seen on Skookumchuk Prairie at Kimberley, B.C., where they previously had been seen only on migration (MW). Two Tree Swallows at Bernard L. in the Seven Devils around 6000 ft. July 16 were far higher up than any previously reported for northern Idaho (SGS). 

JAYS THROUGH NUTHATCHES -- Scrub Jays were noted rather routinely above 7000 ft. on Hart Mt., Lake Co., Ore. July 12-16 (DF et al.). A flock of 81 Com. Ravens was at Malheur L. July 24. About six Boreal Chickadees were reported June 26-27 three mi. e. of Bigfork, Mont. (NR). A Chestnut-backed Chickadee appeared in a front yard at Swan L., Mont. June 21. The species occurs there in winter (Mts. EJ). Common Bushtits were common June 4 at Lyle, Wash., the only place reporting them (DRP). At a nest project on a farm near Spokane, Pygmy Nuthatches brought off ten first broods and were rearing four second broods. 

WRENS THROUGH THRUSHES -- Bewick's Wren was found e. of Lyle and at Rock Creek e. of Goldendale, Wash. July 6 (DRP). Rock Wrens were heard at three locations in the Seven Devils Mts. of Idaho at elevations of about 5500 to over 6000 ft. Single Mockingbirds appeared at the lower end of Priest L., in n. Idaho June 23 (MC) and near Centerville, Wash. July 10. The latter was reputed to have been there since Memorial Day (EH) The Spokane nest box project produced 34 first and 19 second broods of W. Bluebirds with 166 young fledged and 43 still in the nest. Mountain Bluebirds there occupied only one box and fledged three birds. A pair of W. Bluebirds, rare at Kimberley, B.C., looked over a nest box but did not stay (MW). "Many" Mountains were reported at the edges of the Umatilla National Forest in the Blue Mts., in July. 

PIPITS THROUGH WARBLERS -- Water Pipits were observed on the summit of Steens Mt., in Harney Co., Ore. (P.A.S.) and were suspected of breeding on the summit of Hart Mt., Lake Co., Ore. (DF). Alpine meadows at the head of the e. fork of the Pahsimeroi R. near Challis, Ida., yielded several nesting pairs with young July 25 (CHT). Warbling Vireos were found in aspens around 6000 ft. in the Seven Devils over the July 4 weekend. A Solitary Vireo July 15 was Roberts' first sighting for the Salmon area. A male Tennessee Warbler in breeding plumage, carefully identified July 28 at Indian Ford Campground near Sisters, Ore., furnished probably the fifth or sixth record for the state (TL & HN) A singing male near Nicholson, B.C., June 26 was worthy of note (RRH & FK). A male Magnolia Warbler at Brisco, B.C., July 11 was considerably south of its breeding range (FK). A male Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler appeared m a city yard at Spokane June 10 (VK). This species was the most common singing bird at the 5000-6000ft. level in the Seven Devils during the July 4 weekend. A Black-throated Gray Warbler was singing at Brooks Memorial S.P., n. of Goldendale, Wash. June 4 (DRP) and at least two singing males were there July 11 (EH). One was singing at White Salmon, Wash., July 9 (EH). Two male Hermit Warblers were associated with Townsend's Warblers foraging at Leech L., White Pass, Yakima Co., Wash, June 13 (BH). A Townsend's Warbler was observed at the Ochoco Ranger Station near Prineville, June 9 (HN) Blackpoll Warblers occurred regularly in small numbers in Yoho N.P. during June but no nests were found (RRH). 

BLACKBIRDS -- Four Bobolinks in Yoho N.P. May 31-June 4 furnished the first park record (CW et al.), and five were seen at Wapato, Wash., June 8. At least three males and one or more females were found near Toppenish in late June and early July. The birds were reported at Bigfork where a nest was destroyed by plowing (JS & MS). Stevensville, Mont. had two males June 1 (RS) and two males and a female were observed n of Ross Pt., w. of Coeur d'Alene June 29-July 14 (DC; NS) Upper Klamath L. in Oregon had a very few Tricolored Blackbirds June 6 (HN). Two pairs of N. Orioles, one of Baltimore and and the other Bullock's were feeding young in the nest near Golden, B.C. June 26. 

FINCHES -- A pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks appeared at Cold Spring Campground west of Sisters June 21, was photographed and noted again July 3 (JD, HN, AS & KZ). The female made a nest but apparently did not lay eggs. A male and a female were found at Stinking L., Harney Co., Ore., July 4 (JB, et al.). An ad male was sighted June 29 along the W. Gallatin R. w of Bozeman (CH, EHa, PDS) and a molting or hybrid male was seen July 31 on Dupuyer's Creek, Teton Co., Mont (ETH, PDS). A male Black-headed Grosbeak was at Marble Canyon, Kootenay N.P., B.C. June 20, considerably north of its known breeding range (CW & LW). A male Indigo Bunting was studied for hours as it sang and defended territory at the mouth of Little Alvord Creek Canyon, Steens Mt., Ore. July 20. Several pairs of Lazuli Buntings were in the immediate area (DF et al.). Possibly the same Indigo was observed on territory near Pike Creek, n. of Alvord Desert (JPM). Evening Grosbeaks were "incredibly" abundant in the Wenatchee Mts, w of Wenatchee, apparently attracted by the spruce budworm outbreak in the grand fir forests. Several Purple Finches were identified at Ronald, Wash. July 1, and a few females were found on the Box Canyon road, Klickitat Co., Wash., June 30 (EH). A territorial male was found in Chelan, Wash. July 4 (REW). A male and a female were identified at Lakeside, Mont. June 4 (JCB) 

Volume 30, Number 5  981

Two adults and one immature bird of the seldom observed Black Rosy Finch were located at 9730ft. on Steens Mt. in s.e. Oregon (DF). The species was also found s. of Bozeman atop Sphinx Mt., July 17 and on Hilgard Peak in August (DRS & SMS). About 30 were seen with the pipits at the head of the Pahsimeroi R. (CHT). Pine Siskins were especially abundant in the Wenatchee Mts., supposedly because of the spruce budworms. Lesser Goldfinches were again breeding a mile n. of Lyle, Wash., where adults with young begging food were found July 9-10 (EH). 

SPARROWS -- The Salmon area had a Green-tailed Towhee June 19 (HBR). Four Lark Buntings were at Rupert during the summer (WHS) and a male was found near Three Forks, Mont. about July 30 (SC). Grasshopper Sparrows declined in the Spokane area. four being found, in only one area w. of the city (JA). A male was found at Pomeroy, Wash. (EH) and the species was reported at Bigfork (RL & DS). Up to five singing Le Conte's Sparrows were in the Radium, B.C. area in early July. Sage Sparrows apparently were declining on Columbia N.W.R. (JA) but were holding their own at Rattlesnake Slopes Wildlife Area north of Benton City, Wash. (REW). The birds were found at Gloyd Seeps n. of Moses L, Wash. (PC) and along Highway 205 in n.e. Harney Co., Ore. along with four pairs of Black-throated Sparrows (DF). Three spots in the Alford Sink area of s. Harney Co., hosted the latter species during the summer (GG). White-crowned Sparrows were found at five localities around 6000 ft. in the Seven Devils Mts., Ida. and on Steens Mt., Ore., at 7880ft. A male White-throated Sparrow was found n. of Parson, B.C. July 9 (FK). 
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Nesting Season, 1976

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The month of June was cool without excessive rainfall but with a great deal of cloudy weather. July brought somewhat more than usual rainfall and continued the pattern of excessively cloudy weather over all but the southernmost portion of the Region. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS -- Normal numbers of non-breeding Com. Loons were at coastal localities in June and July. Both Arctic and Red-throated Loons, however, were present in greater than usual numbers for those months; approximately 200 Arctic Loons at Cape Arago, Coos Co., Ore., (RLe) was an unprecedented concentration. Two Red-necked Grebes at Howard Prairie L., e. of Ashland, Ore., July 4 (P & SS) constitute the first July occurrence of this species in w. Oregon of which we are aware; a few individuals of this species were noted in the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca during June and July. On June 17, seven Eared Grebes were observed at Everett, Wash., (B & PE, fide PM). Low numbers of W. Grebes summered at Bellingham, Birch and Boundary Bays, but on July 24 an unusual 3-4,000 were estimated to be present at Seaside, Clatsop Co., Ore. (TC, JG). A boat trip out of Westport, Wash., July 18 encountered 123 Black-footed Albatrosses, 1-5 N. Fulmars, 85 Pink-footed Shearwaters, three Flesh-footed Shearwaters, 185 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels, and one Leach's Storm-Petrel. Boat trips out of Coos Bay, Ore., July 6, 8 & 13 found 10-100 Black-footed Albatrosses, 1-5 N. Fulmars, up to ten Pink-footed Shearwaters and up to several thousand Sooty Shearwaters, and one Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel. An estimated 500 Sooty Shearwaters were off the s. jetty of the Columbia R., June 12 (JBC, JG) where an estimated 20,000 were present on June 17 (DF, HN). Large numbers were noted also from the Long Beach peninsula n. of the Columbia R. several times thereafter (IB). Over 11,000 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels and 16,000 Leach's Storm-Petrels were counted in a breeding census of the Storm Is., in Queen Charlotte Sound, B.C., June 13 (B.C.P.M., fide RWC to VG). On June 11, a similar census of the Tree Islets in Queen Charlotte Sound resulted in an estimated breeding population of 15-25,000 for Leach's Storm-Petrel. Very few Brown Pelicans had come into the Region by the end of July. Both Double-crested and Pelagic Cormorant colonies on the s.e. side of Vancouver I. were productive this season (fide VG). Green Herons were noted at favored localities from Duncan, B.C., southward; they were seen repeatedly in the vicinities of Olympia, Wash., (G & WH, BH-T), and Wolf Creek, Ore., (EP et al.). At Coos Bay Great Egrets increased from ten to 30 as the season progressed (RLe). One or two Black-crowned Night Herons were observed at Grants Pass (P & SS), at Charleston, Coos Co., Ore., (RLe), at Sauvie I., n.w. of Portland, (SJ), and at Reifel Refuge (CT, BD, fide VG) during June and July. During the season Am. Bitterns were recorded at Hosmer and Davis Lakes, in the high Cascades s.w. of Bend, Ore. (LM); one summered at Ocean Park, Pacific Co., Wash., (IB), and one was discovered near Olympia July 24 (G & WH). 

WATERFOWL -- An ad. Trumpeter Swan appeared in Stanley Park, Vancouver, July 27 and was still present at the end of the period (BK). Six Black Brant were seen at Leadbetter Pt., Willapa Bay, Wash., June 12 (JBC, JG), one was at Victoria June 11 (MG, WS) and two were observed two days later at Saltspring I., B.C. (VG). An. imm. White-fronted Goose was at Saanich, B.C., through June 26 (V & MG, RS). On the same date there were 250 Gadwall at Iona I., s. of Vancouver (BK); a female with young of this species was at Seattle July 31 (EH). Single male Pintails were at Tillamook June 25 (DF, HN) & July 24 (TC, JG), and at Seattle, June 24 (LF). Two male Pintails were at Cowichan Bay, Vancouver I., June 5-12 where a pair was noted on July 2; on the same day a male Pintail x Cinnamon Teal hybrid was seen there: it had the body of the former, the head of the latter and was closely followed by two female Cinnamon Teal (JCo). On June 5, 65 Blue-winged Teal were at Iona I. (BK); several others were seen on s. Vancouver I., in the first half of June (fide VG), but surprisingly two males were at Tillamook, July 31 (HN) and one male was at the Montlake fill in Seattle to July 13 (MD, fide PM). A pair of N. Shovelers was at the Campbell R. estuary July 31 (KC, fide HT). A Canvasback was at Iona I., June 5 and two were there July 11 (BK); one was at Olympia June 28 & July 17 (G & WH). Two d Greater Scaup were at Victoria June 27, where single birds were seen June 20, 21 & July 4 (RS, V & MG). Up to 15 Lesser Scaup were at Iona I., while six more were at Vancouver through the period (BK); a pair was at Sidney, B.C., July 2 (LR, fide VG). One or two Com. Goldeneye were at W. Vancouver during the first three weeks of June (BK). Five Barrow's Goldeneye were at Lost L., on the Santiam Pass in Oregon's c. Cascade Mts., July 3 (RK, MK, HN). A male Barrow's Goldeneye was identified on Tillamook Bay July 31, where a female Bufflehead was found that day (HN). Single Buffleheads also were noted at Ocean Shores July 12 (G & WH) and at Saanich June 3 & July 4 (LR, fide VG). A female Oldsquaw was seen at Saanich, June 28 (RM-G), fide VG). There were up to 130 Harlequin Ducks on the rocky shore s. of Campbell R. (HT) 
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and up to 110 in the vicinity of Victoria (VG et al.) during the period; as many as six frequented the mouth of Tillamook Bay during the same months (HN et al.). Large flocks of White-winged Scoters were flying past Ocean Shores as early as July l1 (G & WH); elsewhere on the coast numbers of non-breeding scoters were evident, as is normal. On June 20 five Black Scoters were at Ocean Shores; two were there July 11 (G & WH). A male Ruddy Duck was observed at Victoria July 9 (V & MG). Hooded Mergansers were seen repeatedly at a number of localities on s. Vancouver I.; two females were at Iona I., July 13 (BK), and a group of 15 was seen at Scoggins Valley Park, Washington Co., Ore., July 2 (HN). Com. Mergansers, too, were frequently noted on s. Vancouver I., the count of 180 at Cowichan Bay, July 31 (JCo) matching that of the preceding July. There were a few June observations of Red-breasted Mergansers, but the only reported July sighting came from Iona I. on the 1lth (BK). 

HAWKS, EAGLES, GAMEBIRDS -- Turkey Vultures were seen repeatedly at Campbell R. during the season (HT) and on Vancouver I. as far n. as Chemainus (VG et al.). A pair of White-tailed Kites spent the summer at a point n. of Medford, but no nest or young was ever observed (SS, OS). A pair of Goshawks nested at an old site in the Rogue R. Nat'l Forest, but two other sites were unoccupied (OS); a bird was seen at Lyons, Marion Co, Ore., July 3 (RK, MK, HN). There were fewer than ten reported sightings each for Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks during the period. Golden Eagles nested successfully near Medford (OS); an adult was noted in the Sooke Land District of Vancouver I., July 30 (V & MG), and two were seen at Orcas I., Wash., June 25 (SH, DP) At 8 p.m., June 12, just w. of the Astoria-Megler Bridge over the Columbia R., on the Washington side 11 immature and subadult Bald Eagles were seen together (JBC, JG). Bald Eagles were seen commonly on the s.e. side of Vancouver I. during the nesting season; five adults and five immatures were at Campbell R. July 19 (HT). A pair, plus three imm., Bald Eagles were to be found at the mouth of Tenmile Creek, n. of North Bend, Ore., during June and July (RLe). A male Marsh Hawk was at Centralia, Wash., June 12 (BH-T), one was at Saanich June 20 (LR, fide VG), and a female was at Oyster R., Vancouver I., the last week of July (HT). There were ten reported Osprey nests, mostly from s. Vancouver I., and a few additional sightings away from nest sites, all in the s. half of the Region. Three Peregrine sightings were recorded, all on s. Vancouver I., this season. A Merlin was seen at Campbell R. repeatedly during July (HT); another was observed July 15 at Pacific Rim N.P., Vancouver I. (V & MG). An ad. White-tailed Ptarmigan with three young was found at 6000ft. on Mt. Albert Edward in Strathcona P.P., Vancouver I., July 24 (M & TS, fide VG); another was found at 6800 ft. Bobwhite were recorded at McKenna, Wash., June 13 (EH) & June 20 (SH, DP). American Coots raised young at Saanich, but the first migrants were observed at Scoggins Valley Park, Ore., July 23 and at Olympia July 24 (G & WH). 

SHOREBIRDS -- A Black Oystercatcher was discovered at Dungeness Bay, Wash., where the species is unusual, July 8 (D & LS). Two pairs of Semipalmated Plover nested on the Iona I. jetty, one successfully hatching three young (BK); migrants were back in numbers by the last week of July with 300 at Tillamook July 24 (TC, JG), and 1304-in a quarter mile on Long Beach, Wash., July 31 (IB). A single Snowy Plover was found at Iona I., June 14 (JF, BM et al., fide VG, BK) for what is reputed to be only the third record of this species for British Columbia. On July 31 on the Tillamook Bay sandspit there were eight adult, and nine immature, Snowy Plovers (HN). On June 17 an Am. Golden Plover in full breeding plumage was found at Leadbetter Pt (DF, HN); two birds of this species were seen at Ocean Shores on the very early date of July 11 (G & WH). More than 100 Black-bellied Plovers frequented Leadbetter Pt., until at least the third week of June (JBC, HN et al.), by the second week of July individuals began to show up increasingly at various places. Surfbirds were back by the third week of July. On June 29 there were 22 Ruddy Turnstones on the n.w. side of Stephens Islet, n. of Vancouver I., on the British Columbia coast (KT, fide VG); by the last week of July up to four individual Ruddy Turnstones had been recorded at four localities in the s. portion of the Region. Two Com. Snipe were 'winnowing' near Campbell R., July 1 (HT) There were 25 Whimbrel still at Leadbetter Pt., June 12 (JBC, JG), where on June 17 only six could be found (DF, HN); five were still at Ocean Shores June 20, where by July 11, 50 were present (G & WH). Fifty Whimbrel were counted on Long Beach, Wash., July 19 (SH, DP). A Willet was noted at Leadbetter Pt., June 12 (JBC, JG) At Victoria up to 18 Greater Yellowlegs were found after June 25 (VG et al.), but it was not until after July l0 that this species was again being found elsewhere. A single Lesser Yellowlegs remained at Iona I. all of June (BK), after July 9 up to four were in the vicinity of Victoria or at Campbell R. On June 12 there were 26 Red Knot at Leadbetter Pt. (JBC, JG) where four were found June 17 (DF, HN). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was found at Iona I., July 23 (DM, fide BK) and July 27 (RP, fide BK), the dates are by far the earliest in fall for this species The vanguard of expected Pectoral Sandpipers appeared in the form of single birds at three s. British Columbia localities July 20-31. Two Baird's Sandpipers were found at Iona I., July 27 (RP, fide BK), and another was at Saanich July 30 (RM-G, fide VG). Dowitchers of both species reappeared in numbers during the second week of July. A Stilt Sandpiper was identified at Iona I., July 2 (DB, .fide BK) & July 27 (RP, fide BK). Single Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported from Iona I., June 26 (BK) and from Tillamook July 31 (HN); two were said to be at Seattle July 31 (EH). On July 11 two Buff-breasted Sandpipers appeared at Iona I. (BK). Four Marbled Godwits were at Ocean Shores June 20 & July 11 (G & WH), 17 were on Washington's Long Beach July 19 (SH, DP), and five were at Tokeland, Wash., July 19 (EH). An Am. Avocet was at Ridgefield N.W.R. w. of Vancouver, Wash., July 2-11 (FC, fide PM) On July 18 off Westport 23 Red Phalaropes were counted (TW). In June Wilson's Phalaropes were seen at McKenna, at Seattle, in Washington's Skagit Valley, at Vancouver and at Iona I., where the maximum of 13 was found June 5. In July Wilson's Phalaropes were noted at Cowichan Bay, at Seattle and at Eugene, Ore., with the two at the latter place being the maximum. A N. Phalarope was at Saanich June 26; on July 29 there were 30 at Victoria (RS, fide VG). 
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JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS, ALCIDS -- A Pomarine Jaeger off Westport July 18 (TW) was the only one reported. A lone Parasitic Jaeger was seen, too, but that species was also recorded at Victoria June 1 (VG), at the n jetty of the Columbia R., June 12 (3–JBC, JG), at Bellingham June 15, 16 & 29 when two were noted, as well as on July 2 (TW); two were seen also off Coos Bay July 13 (RLe) Six Long-tailed Jaegers were found off Westport July 18, when 8 skuas were also recorded (TW). On June 30, 1825 nests of Glaucous-winged Gulls were censused on the Chain Is. e. of Victoria (MS et al. fide (VG), on July 21, 4000 nests of this species were counted on nearby Mandarte I. (MS, fide VG). Also of interest is the report of ten nests of this species at the harbor in Olympia at the extreme s. end of Puget Sound (BH-T). A nest tended by a Western and a Glaucous-winged Gull at Tillamook June 25 contained two small young and an unhatched egg (DF, HN). Two ad. Herring Gulls were at Victoria June 2 & 4, where two subadults were present July 26 (RS, VG); an ad. Herring Gull was at Campbell R July 28 (HT). By the latter half of June there were several thousand subadult California Gulls at the mouth of the Columbia R. (DF, HN). Bellingham Bay hosted large numbers of non-breeding imm., California, Ring-billed, Mew, and Bonaparte's Gulls this season; after June 30 juvenile and ad. Californias and Ring-billeds began to appear. At Victoria, numbers of California Gulls were small until the end of July (VG). As many as fifty Ring-billed Gulls were seen at Tillamook Bay June 25 and again on July 31 (HN). A few Mew Gulls also spent the summer at Vancouver; 50 were counted at Capilano R., June 20 (BK). S.A.
On the evening of July 28 at Oak Bay, Victoria, m excellent light conditions, Ron Satterfield had five minutes in which to study a gull at 20-40 feet through 8 x 40 binoculars and in direct comparison to imm. Bonaparte's Gulls; afterward he wrote a detailed description which has been passed to us by Vic Goodwill whose library helped to confirm that the bird was the Region's fifth and British Columbia's fourth (but the first immature) Black-headed Gull. Uncertainty as to the bird's identity was caused by either lack or inadequacy of descriptions and depictions of this plumage in the most widely used North American field guides: a helpful depiction appears at Plate 24 in Pough's Audubon Water Bird Guide, except that the leg color of the present bird was pink rather than yellow.

A Franklin's Gull was at Iona I. for most of June (VG, BK et al.); single birds also turned up the last week of July at Vancouver (BK), at Victoria (RS, fide VG), and at Tillamook (TC, JG). Hundreds of Bonaparte's Gulls -- many more than usual – spent the season in Bellingham Bay and in the n. Straits of Georgia; even at Tillamook there were up to 50 most of the season. By the end of July there were large numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls around Vancouver, Victoria and at Washington coastal points. Northward drifting Heermann's Gulls began to appear n. to the Columbia R. in late June; by early July there were hundreds on the s.w. Washington coast and numbers had reached Victoria. Black-legged Kittiwakes were numerous at the mouth of the Columbia R., as well as along the Washington coast and were seen regularly along the entire Oregon coast through June; a few individuals were seen in the Strait of Georgia, with numbers at coastal localities after the first week of July An ad. Sabine's Gull was at Victoria June 1 (RS, fide VG) and one was seen out of Westport July 18 (TW). An ad. Forster's Tern appeared at Bellingham July 4 (TW) Up to 25 Com. Terns were at the mouth of the Columbia R., June 12 & 17; one or two were at Dungeness Bay June 30 & July 5 (D & LS); after July 10 up to six were at Bellingham and at Victoria. An Arctic Tern was noted at Victoria, July 29 (RS, fide VG) Unusual occurrences for Caspian Terns took place when several reached Seattle July 22 (KB, fide PM), two were n.e. of Campbell R., June 10 (RWC, fide VG), and one or two birds were seen June 14-July 13 at Torino, Vancouver I. (AD, V & MG); one at Scoggins Valley Park, Ore., July 2 (HN) was also unexpected. Lone Black Terns were at Reifel Refuge June 3 (CR, fide VG) and at Iona I., June 5 (BK). Fifty Pigeon Guillemots at Mandarte I. July 21 (MS, fide VG) was an unusual concentration; six of these birds on Dungeness Bay July 5 (DS & L) were also of interest. There were 200 Marbled Murrelets at Mitlenatch I., B.C., June 17 (RB, fide HT) and 50 at Oyster Bay four days later (HT). Two pairs of Ancient Murrelets were near Campbell R., June 12 (HT). A Parakeet Auklet, long dead, in breeding plumage, was found July 18 on the beach at Westport (BH-T); the first summer specimen of which we are aware. Virtually all Regional records have been of dead birds found at the tide line. Up to 340 Rhinoceros Auklets in a day were reported at various points around s.e. Vancouver I., during June and July, rive were at Cape Meares, Ore., July 24 (TC, JG). Tufted Puffins were recorded at a few favored localities from s e Vancouver I., s. to the Oregon-California border during June and July, the maximum being 64 at P. Grenville, Wash., July 11 (G & WH). Single ad. Horned Puffins were seen in Hecate Strait, approx. 53°31’N., 130°W., on June 27 & 28 (RWC, KT, HC, fide VG). 

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS -- On June 19 two Barred Owls were found on Cortes I., e. of Campbell R, and on July 18 three were seen at the s. end of the island (AD, fide VG). One or two pairs of Spotted Owls were around Wolf Creek, Ore., during June and July (EP), a pair was repeatedly observed at a nest in the Rogue River N.F. (OS); the pair near Lyons, Ore., could not be located after mid-July. A Spotted Owl was seen at Mt. Rainier N.P., July 22 (JA et al. fide PM). A Poorwill was found in June on Roxy Ann Butte, near Medford (OS). Common Nighthawks were seen regularly at Campbell R. through the season (HT). A Black Swift was near Elma, Wash., June 15, and on June 20 near Packwood, Wash, ten birds were hawking over a clear-cut (BH-T). Up to nine Black Swifts were seen at Saanich June 3-July 10 (VG et al.); at Duncan, B.C., 150-200 of these birds were seen regularly through the period (JCo). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was recorded at Bohemia Mt., s.e. of Cottage Grove, Ore., July 18 (MP, fide AC) for an addition to the few Oregon records away from Jackson County. Two pairs of Anna's Humming- 
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birds summered at Saanich and one pair in Portland but no nests were found. A Calliope Hummingbird was found at 5300 ft. on King Mt., near Wolf Creek, Ore., July 25 (EP). Two male Williamson's Sapsuckers were found on the w. side of Washington's White Pass, July 17 (G & WH) A male N. Three-toed Woodpecker was seen at Manning P P., June 17 (RS, fide VG); one was also seen in Strathcona P.P., on Vancouver I., (unspecified date--fide HT). E. Kingbirds were to be found as usual in n. Washington's Skagit Valley during the nesting season (TW), two were at Oak Bay, Victoria, June 15 (RS, fide VG), and one of these birds appeared at Dungeness June 9 (AB, fide DS). Two E. Kingbirds also were found on Camano I., in Puget Sound June 17 (B & PE, fide PM) and near Estacada, Ore., June 12-13 (SJ); one was seen at Grants Pass June 19 (SS et al.). A pair of W. Kingbirds arrived at Packwood, Wash., June 13, and a week later built a nest on the same pole used last year (BH-T)! A W. Kingbird was seen in Saanich June 11 (RM-G, fide VG) and one was at Randle, Wash., July 17 (G & WH). A nest and three young of the W. Kingbird were found w. of Roseburg, Ore., July 11 (OS); the species bred sparingly this year but more commonly than usual at Wolf Creek (EP) and in usual numbers in the Rogue R. valley of s. Oregon (OS). Eight Ash-throated Flycatchers at Agate L, in the Medford area June 21 formed a surprising concentration (OS). A Least Flycatcher was calling on Cortes I, B.C., June 19 (AD, fide VG), and another was found near Maple Falls, Wash., June 20 where its vocalizations were later recorded (NL, TW). Western Flycatchers were readily found in mid-June in n.w. Oregon's Coast Range (JBC), and around Campbell R. two weeks later (HT). A W. Wood Pewee was observed there June 16, where it is very rare (HT). Nesting of Violet-green Swallows at Campbell R., was delayed by wet weather through June, but seems subsequently to have been successful (HT). Tree Swallows, however, were late in arriving there and were much reduced in numbers (HT). At Duncan, John Comer reports 85 per cent mortality of young Tree Swallows in 50 nest boxes, and attributes this second successive poor nesting to cold weather and food scarcity. On June 5, three Bank Swallows were recorded at Iona I., and on July 9 one was seen at Vancouver (BK). Rough-winged Swallows so increased at Victoria this season as to be commoner than Tree Swallows (VG). There were possibly four pairs of Purple Martins in the Saanich district n. of Victoria this season (VG et al.); only one pair was at Olympia where last year there were seven pairs (G & WH) Two female Purple Martins were seen at the mouth of the Pistol R., Ore., June 26 (P & SS), and one was noted at Davis L. in the Oregon Cascades, June 20 (LM). 

CHICKADEES THROUGH VIREOS -- A Boreal Chickadee was seen at Manning P.P., June 17 (RS, fide VG) Wrentits were to be found in three different areas near Medford (OS); a pair was noted at Wolf Creek July 30 (EP). Several pairs of House Wrens nested successfully on s Vancouver I., (VG et al.). Bewick's Wrens were recorded with about the same frequency as House Wrens on s. Vancouver I. during June and July. A Mockingbird was found July 10-11 at Victoria three mi. from where one lingered last winter (VG, RS). A Gray Catbird was seen with regularity after June 18 at Butter Flats, Skagit Co, Wash., (K & JW, fide TW). Young Am. Robins did not appear in n.w. Oregon until July, which would indicate almost total failure of early nestings. Reports of W. Bluebirds were few; two near Campbell R., July 31 represented the first July record in that region for many years (KC, fide HT); single females were seen at Yelm, Wash., June 19 and at McKenna, Wash., June 26 (G & WH). A number of pairs of W. Bluebird nested in the vicinity of Wolf Creek (EP); we have no report of their nesting success in the foothills of the n.w. Willamette Valley, where the nest box program of Hubert Prescott has enjoyed mild success. The first July reports for Bohemian Waxwings in this Region were of single birds at W Dungeness July 6 (LS), and at Bohemia Mt., s.e. of Cottage Grove, Ore., July 18 (MP, fide AC). Single Red-eyed Vireos were seen at W. Vancouver, B.C., at three Puget Sound lowland localities, and at two n.w. Oregon localities in June. One or two were recorded on four occasions in June and July n. of Victoria (fide VG). At least ten Red-eyed Vireos were in a colony near Dodge Bridge, n of Medford (OS), and a pair raised young in an Olympia neighborhood (G & WH). 

WARBLERS THROUGH SPARROWS -- Two Black-and-white Warblers were discovered June 5 at Ridgefield N.W.R., w. of Vancouver, Wash., (A & DSt) A Tennessee Warbler was found at Manning P.P., June 16 (RS, fide VG). Nashville and Hermit Warblers bred successfully at Wolf Creek (EP); the former species particularly is of very localized occurrence in w. Oregon. A Nashville Warbler was noted at W. Dungeness, July 16 (LS). A Townsend's X Hermit Warbler hybrid was studied at Davis L., Ore., June 20; the song reflected elements of both parents (LM). A group of 12 Townsend's Warblers, including one begging juvenile, was observed in the Sooke Land District, n. of Victoria, July 23 (V & MG) Hermit Warblers were found at Howard Prairie L., along the Applegate R., and at Tubb Springs, e. of Ashland through the season (OS). A group of eight Hermit Warblers was seen at Olallie L., near Mt. Adams, July 29 (SH, DP). On June 22 a singing male Bay-breasted Warbler was found at the s. end of Howard Prairie L., Jackson Co., Ore., by Douglas Stotz of Tucson, Ariz., who subsequently observed it for 15 minutes; he has furnished a detailed account of the sighting, the first for this Region and the second for Oregon of which we have knowledge A Yellow-breasted Chat was near Bacon Creek, Skagit Co., Wash., June 13 and 16 (NL, TW). A Ø Am. Redstart was found June 20 at Davis L., Ore., the third consecutive year for the species in that vicinity (LM). A pair of W. Meadowlarks was at Duncan, B.C, throughout the season; the first summering pair since 1971 (JCo). Three Yellow-headed Blackbirds were on the Samish Flats, s. of Bellingham, June 16 (NL, fide TW), three appeared at McKenna, Wash., June 13 (EH) Northern Orioles, which are generally uncommon in the Region, seem to have been recorded more frequently in the Puget Sound and Willamette Valley trough, in the interior valleys of s.w. Oregon, and on s. Vancouver I., than has been usual in recent years; the male at Courtenay, B.C., June 6 (HT), and the imm. male at Stanley Park in Vancouver June 1 (BK) are of particular interest. Lazuli Buntings were reported to be present in Whatcom and Skagit Counties, Wash., in above-average numbers (TW); they were very common at Wolf Creek 
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(EP). On June 3 a male Dickcissel in breeding dress was found on a small island near Torino, B.C.; a written description of the observation was supplied (AD, fide VG) of this fast acceptable record for the Region known to the editors. In the past ten years there have been two other inadequately reported Dickcissel sightings. Evening Grosbeaks could be found in both the Coast Range and the Cascades of n. Oregon during the season; they were more common than usual during June in the Whatcorn County lowlands (TW), and a few were recorded on June dates around the s. end of Puget Sound; one was at Olympia, July 25 (G & WH). Three male Cassin's Finches were noted at 5000ft. behind Packwood, Wash., June 20 (BH-T). Two female House Finches were observed at Namu in n. British Columbia, June 19 (RWC, HC, fide VG). House Finches were second to robins as the most common dooryard bird in Campbell R., this season (FIT). A pair of Pine Grosbeaks was seen in the Olympic Mts. of w. Washington, June 24 and one was seen there July 17 (RPr, AB, fide DS). A Gray-crowned Rosy Finch was noted at Paradise, Mt. Rainier N.P., June 19 (BH-T), and two were seen July 24 in Strathcona P.P. (M & TS, fide VG). Red Crossbills were to be found regularly on the s.w. Oregon coast (RLe). Vesper Sparrows spent the season at Sequim, Wash., on the Olympic Peninsula (DS). An ad. (Slate-colored) Dark-eyed Junco was observed at Manning P.P., June 17 (RS, fide VG). Brewer's Sparrows were found in a burn w. of Fish L. in the Cascades, Jackson Co., Ore., several times; the species was also noted near Emigrant L., June 20 (OS). An ad. Golden-crowned Sparrow was found on one of the Tree Islets in Queen Charlotte Sound in n. British Columbia, June 11 (RWC et al., fide VG). A Lincoln's Sparrow was singing June 27 at Thunder L., e. of Newhalem, Whatcorn Co., Wash. (DP, SH). 
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