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Autumn Migration, 1970

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN ‑ INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers
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The last half of August continued the hot, dry trend of the first fifteen days, with temperatures perhaps higher and precipitation certainly less, in fact, completely lacking at Spokane, Wenatchee and Yakima, Wash. and measuring only .01 inch at Missoula, Mont. Early September rains brought relief, ushering in a decidedly cool and, in most localities, dry period. Mid‑month brought unexpected cold with snow in the mountains and very early frost in the valleys, apparently over the entire Region. October, after a "heat wave" in the 80s, settled down again to the pattern of subnormal temperatures. Spokane and Walla Walla, Wash, received more than normal precipitation, Helena and Missoula, Mont. and s. interior British Columbia moderate amounts, and the Wenatchee-Yakima area very little. November was for three weeks perhaps the most normal part of the fall. Then temperatures dropped into the cellar. Spokane plunged from lows in the thirties to 5°F. on the 22nd. Helena had ‑6°, and Wenatchee, 9°. Southern interior British Columbia had strong winds, drifting snow and temperatures near zero at Kamloops and down to ‑30° at Prince George. Precipitation was normal or above in eastern Washington, where Spokane had up to four inches of snow on the ground and Yakima, 3, during the last week. Moisture was less in w. Montana, where Missoula had practically no snow until the end of the month, then only a few inches. The unseasonable cold in September might well have been expected to affect the migration. However, only Gerald Morsello at Prineville, Ore. suggested any correlation, pointing out that it marked the end of summer for Barn Swallows, nighthawks and Rufous Hummingbirds. For more northerly and easterly parts of the Region the latter two species usually are gone by mid September anyway. At Spokane hummingbirds were considered to have left early, but this was a week before the cold snap. The November freezeup drove about two thirds of the geese and ducks out of Turnbull Refuge at Cheney, Wash, but probably was too late to affect the land bird migration.
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In general the fall migration seemed quite normal and unspectacular. What significance, if any, can be attached to the large number of displacements appears obscure. They are about equally distributed between eastward and westward displacements and seem to have no relation to cold spells or wind directions, although detailed and complete data on these factors are not at hand. Perhaps we simply had more competent observers in the field.

LOONS AND GREBES ‑ Fourteen Common Loons were observed on Helena Valley Reservoir, Helena, Mont. on Oct. 15 (SM). The Arctic Loon seems to be assuming the status of a scarce but regular autumn migrant in e. Washington. Two were seen at Silver Lake and one at Granite Lake, both in Spokane Co., between Oct. 17 and 23 (SAS). Four were seen on Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash, on Nov. 8 (WH) and 2 were seen there on Nov. 14 (SAS). A crippled bird was shot near Nine Mile Falls on the Spokane River below Spokane, Wash. on Nov. 24 (DEB fide DD). In British Columbia one was killed by traffic on Highway 97 forty miles south of Prince George, Oct. 10 and on the same day a live one was found in a field near Prince George Airport. The previous night had been foggy. The Eared Grebe was noted in Glacier Nat'l Park, Mont. on Nov. 23 (LM). Over 100 Western Grebes were seen at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Sept. 5 (SAS).

PELICANS ‑ About 40 White Pelicans arrived at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. the last of July. The peak number was about 60 on Oct. 2 and about 10 still lingered there on Dec. 1.

WATERFOWL ‑ The peak number of Whistling Swans at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash, was only 120, compared to 430 for 1969. At the end of November, 30 Trumpeter Swans were present at Turnbull Refuge, compared to 27 for that date last year. Of 12 cygnets surviving until Sept. 1 only 9 were left by mid September and 7 at the end of November. One died in a power line accident and another was shot. An adult was shot at Alkali Lake to the west in Grant County on Nov. 21. Another 5 (3 adults and 2 young) are unaccounted for. This brings to 18 the total that has disappeared, in addition to 7 known adult mortalities, since the swans were liberated in 1968. Two Trumpeters stayed from August into October on a small pond near Enderby, B.C. Canada Geese numbers appeared to be good. The November Columbia Basin waterfowl census revealed 48,300 of the birds (DB). About 30,000, mostly Lesser, were noted at Stratford, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 10 and a few Cackling Geese were seen at Park Lake, Grant Co., and at Stratford (JA). Twenty to 40 White-fronted Geese were at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge from mid September to mid October. Two Blue Geese, with a few Snow Geese, at Turnbull Refuge in late October were the first recorded there for the species. A Ross' Goose was positively identified at Salmon Arm, B.C., Sept. 23-26 (DBe). This is the third record for southern interior British Columbia. Mallards totalled 415,200, and other ducks 47,600, on the November Columbia River Basin census (DB). A European Widgeon was identified near Yakima, Wash. (EBo & BH). A maximum of 400 Gadwall was present at Turnbull Refuge in late October and early November. At the latter refuge 12 Wood Ducks were seen on Oct. 29, the only ones reported. Turnbull also recorded the highest count of goldeneye, during the week of Nov. 8-14, when about 1100 Com. and 600 Barrow's were recorded there. A female Oldsquaw at Three Forks, Mont. on Nov. 20 was the first there for a number of years (ETH & RAH, PDS) and one was collected at Freezeout Lake n.e. of Great Falls on Nov. 6 (RLE). In e. Washington a male, and 2 female  were at Davis Lake, Pend Oreille Co. on Oct. 31 (JA & SAS) and 6 were on the Spokane River above Upriver Dam at Spokane on Nov. 25 (JA). A White-winged Scoter appeared at Freezeout Lake on Nov. 6 (RLE) and 2 were seen at Silver Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Oct. 17 (JA). In Montana, where no more than six records for Surf Scoters exist, the birds were found at three localities: 3 at Shawmut on Oct. 7 (PHa); one at Harrison on Oct. 11 (LM & PDS), and one at Freezeout Lake on Nov. 6 (RLE). A single individual was identified on Upper Priest Lake in northern Idaho on Oct. 18 (SS) and one was on Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 8 (WH).

VULTURES AND HAWKS ‑ Turkey Vultures were noted between about Aug. 24, when 8‑10 were seen along the Pend Oreille River 11 miles below Newport, Wash. (CRO), and Sept. 11, which was the latest date in five years at Prineville, Ore. Hawk numbers appeared about normal. A gray phase Gyrfalcon was sighted in the Yakima, Wash. area (JL & AT). Twelve Ospreys were seen along the Pend Oreille River, at the same place and date as the vultures (CRO). Bald Eagles were reported from several localities in w. Montana and e. Washington, with Glacier National Park, the Region's Bald Eagle "capital", as usual reporting the greatest number, 268 on Nov. 25 (BRM). Four Prairie Falcons were observed within a distance of 1.5 miles, south of Davenport, Wash. on Nov. 28 (JA).

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- These appeared to be on the increase in e. Washington after the severe winter two years ago. Single California Quail observed in Missoula, Mont. on Sept. 1 (RLH) and Oct. 28 (PLW) were believed to be escaped captives. One Turkey was seen near Kepple Lake in Turnbull Refuge on Oct. 24.

CRANES AND RAILS ‑ Two Sandhill Cranes spent the summer at Lake Helena near Helena, Mont., suggesting possible nesting. Three were there on Aug. 15 (SM). The species was also 
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noted during the fall season in the Bozeman, Mont. area, and at Richland (EM), Mansfield (REW) and Othello, Wash. The only Virginia Rails reported were 2 near Prineville, Ore, on Sept. 8.

SHOREBIRDS ‑ At least 1 Am. Golden Plover was at Harrison, Mont. on Oct. 11 (LM & PDS). A few Black-bellied Plovers were seen between Sept. 20 and Nov. 8 in the Bozeman and Helena, Mont. areas and at Reardan, Wash. (JA). A single Upland Plover was observed in alpine country at 6000 ft. elevation in Glacier Nat'l Park, s.e. British Columbia, Aug. 25 (KG). Record late dates for w. Montana were: Willet, at Harrison, Sept. 21 (SC & PDS), and Lesser Yellowlegs and Least Sandpiper at Belgrade, Oct. 23 (RAH & PDS). A Knot was sighted on Sept. 2 at Potholes Reservoir, Moses Lake, Wash. It was in a movement of 350 shorebirds of 11 species (WH). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper, positively identified at close range near Vernon, B.C. was believed to be the first for the province's southern interior (SRC). Apparently another first for the same general area was a Hudsonian Godwit at Shuswap Lake at Salmon Arm., B.C., Sept. 17 (DB & EB). A Marbled Godwit was sighted at Reardan, Wash., Aug. 23 and 31 (JA). A Red Phalarope was studied carefully with a 20x scope at Harrison, Mont. on Oct. 11 (LM & PDS). This is the third record for the area, all at the same spot on Harrison Lake. Only one other record exists for Montana. Two of this species were observed at Coulee City, Wash. on Sept. 19 (JA).

JAEGERS ‑ An immature Long-tailed Jaeger was observed at length from a distance of fifteen feet on Sept. 5 at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (JA). Another was chasing Ring-billed Gulls at Salmon Arm, B.C. on Sept. 25 (DM). At the latter locality 2 Parasitic Jaegers were identified at close range, Sept. 26 (DR & DM).

GULLS AND TERNS ‑ A record late date, Nov. 20, was listed for Bonaparte's Gull in the Bozeman, Mont. area (EMB, HC, ETH & RAH). A single Common Tern was seen at Banks Lake on Sept. 19 (JA). The only other report for the species was for the Bozeman area, where the birds were last seen on Sept. 10 (ETH & RAH).

OWLS ‑ Two traffic killed Screech Owls were found near Vernon, B.C., Oct. 10; curious because road kills for the species in the past there have averaged about 1 in ten years! Was it more birds, more traffic, or just coincidence? The Barred Owl was heard frequently near Cherryville, B.C., where it nested during the summer (SD). The Pygmy Owl was reported as very common in the Vernon, B.C. area; seen on most trips into the field and frequenting many feeders in Lavington and Coldstream. Five records of the species in and near Bozeman, Mont. and in Yellowstone Park were remarkable for that area and suggested some sort of movement (RLE, ETH & RAH, LM). The birds were also reported from Spokane (SAS), the Pend Oreille River (SAS) and Boise Cascade campground near Yakima (PH), all in Washington. Short-eared Owls were scarce in the Okanagan Valley around Vernon, B.C., where voles were much less numerous than last year. However, 9 were seen near Commonage, 2 miles south of Vernon in an area of less than a square mile, Nov. 15 (KG). The only other reports of the species were of 2 on Oct. 31 in the Prineville, Ore, area (GM) and one near Yakima, Wash. (JL & AT).

NIGHTHAWKS, SWIFTS AND HUMMINGBIRDS ‑ Last dates for the Common Nighthawk were: Cheney, Wash., Sept. 8 (FBH); Spokane, Sept. 10 (SAS); Missoula, Mont., Sept. 12; Vernon, B.C., Sept. 15; Prineville, Ore., Sept. 16; Baker, Ore., Sept. 17; Bozeman, Mont., Sept. 20 (DRS); Richland, Wash., Sept. 21, and Clarkston, Wash., Oct. 7 (MJP). A flock of 150 Vaux's Swifts was seen over Ochoco Reservoir, 6 miles east of Prineville, Ore, on Sept. 13. Movement of the birds, seen there only on Sept. 12-13, seemed to be related to a cold front, with morning temperatures of 21°F. on Sept. 13 & 14. Ten were seen in the valley below Salmo Mtn., Pend Oreille Co., Wash, on Sept. 22 (JA) and 2 were at Baker, Ore, on Sept. 13. At least 10 White-throated Swifts were still at Lenore Lake, Grant Co., Wash, on Sept. 5 (JA). At the few localities which reported hummingbirds, departure seemed to be distinctly early, Missoula, Mont. reported the Rufous as more common than usual but with none after Aug. 27. At Spokane the Rufous had departed the first week of September, except for one late bird. The departure there was about two weeks early (SAS). Sept. 15 was the last date for the Rufous at Prineville. A Calliope was seen at Missoula on Sept. 11.

WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS ‑ Two female Yellow‑shafted Flickers were seen at Spokane on Nov. 14 (JA). Black-backed & Three-toed Wood-peckers were present all summer and fall at a burned over forest near Colbert, Spokane Co., Wash. (SAS). A family of four Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers was found in Salmo Mt. area of Pend Oreille Co., Wash, on Aug. 22 (JA). The species was noted as common in Banff Nat'l. Park, Aug. 28‑31 (MP). Ten flycatchers (Empidonax sp.) at Vermilion Lakes, Banff Nat'l Park, Alta. on Aug. 29 suggested a migrational movement (MP). At Bozeman Sept. 10 was a record late date for the Western Kingbird (ETH & RAH). The Ash-throated Flycatcher was quite common during the fall at Walla Walla, Wash., with up to six seen until near mid October (NFM).

SWALLOWS AND JAYS -- A flock of several hundred swallows, mostly Violet-greens but a few Tree Swallows, was at Kalamalka Lake near Vernon, B.C. on Sept. 20, with the weather "very cold." No flock buildups were noted in the Spokane, Wash, area and departures were early (SAS). A late Barn Swallow was still at Richland, Wash, on Nov. 2 (EM). A Blue Jay 
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appeared daily, beginning on Oct. 16, at a feeder at Little Spokane River Sanctuary near Spokane (VN & CS). The Com. Raven continued to be a common sight in Missoula, Mont. Clark's Nutcrackers staged a notable "invasion" in the Spokane area about mid September, which lasted at least until the end of November. Flocks up to 30 were reported. Presumably the Ponderosa Pine cone crop there was better than cone crops higher in the mountains. A similar influx was noted in s. British Columbia area, where a good supply of Western White Pine seeds attracted them.

CHICKADEES ‑ An influx of Black-capped Chickadees at Walla Walla followed a major storm which brought snow to higher elevations in e. Washington, Oct. 25. The Boreal Chickadee was described as common in Banff Nat'l Park, Aug. 28-31 (MP) and 3 were seen in the Salmo Mt. area of n.e. Washington, Aug. 22 (SAS). A week later at least 10 Chestnut-backed Chickadees were observed in the Priest Lake area of northern Idaho (SAS).

WRENS, MIMIDS, THRUSHES ‑ A very late House Wren was observed at close range at Prineville, Ore. on Oct. 25. Single Bewick's Wrens were observed near Richland, Wash. from Aug. 16 through late November (EM). Latest dates for the Rock Wren were Sept. 12 at Spokane (THR) and Oct. 21 at Clarkston, Wash. (MJP). The only other report of the species was from near Walla Walla, Wash., one in the foothills near Mill Creek, Sept. 21 (NFM). Catbirds were common until Sept. 29 at Missoula and one was seen at the very late date of Nov. 15 during stormy weather. Robins gave indication that they might winter in good numbers in eastern Washington but only a few seemed to be lingering elsewhere. Very few of either Western or Mountain Bluebirds were noted. A suggestion of a migrational movement was detected at Turnbull Refuge, Cheney, Wash., when some of the former species moved through on Oct. 10-11. At Sachem Lake, Fend Oreille Co., Wash., 15-20 Mountain Bluebirds were in a small movement with four species of flycatchers, three of warblers, Western Tanagers and White-crowned Sparrows, Sept. 7 (WH). At Bozeman a Hermit Thrush was seen on the record late date of Oct. 7-8 (SC).

PIPITS AND WAXWINGS ‑ Water Pipits were reported migrating between Sept. 2 (Reardan, Wash.) and Oct. 23 (Bozeman, Mont.) (RAH & PDS). An immature bird was observed in alpine country at Lyman Lake, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Snohomish Co., Wash, on Aug. 20 (THR). Bohemian Waxwings appeared around the first of November in the northern and eastern part of the Region. At Missoula flocks of 500-1000 were present in early December. A flock of 1000 was noted at Polson, Mont. on Nov. 22 and a total of 4-5000 was seen at Kalispell, Mont. on Nov. 26 (LM).

SHRIKES AND VIREOS ‑ Northern Shrikes were appearing in October and November. At the Sun Lakes, Grant Co., Wash, a Loggerhead and a Northern Shrike were seen within a half mile of each other on Nov. 8 (WH). One or two Solitary Vireos were noted in the Vermilion Lakes area of Banff Nat'l Park, Aug. 28-31. The checklist for Banff calls it rare (MP). Red-eyed Vireos were reported only from Missoula, where they were not seen after mid August.

WARBLERS -- The outstanding sighting of the season was of a Prothonotary Warbler at Richland, Wash, where it was last seen on Sept. 9 after remaining about a week (REW & others). A Tennessee Warbler was observed very carefully and compared with other warblers at Spokane on Aug. 30 (JA). Four of this species were observed in Banff Nat'l Park on Aug. 29 (MP). An immature or female Myrtle Warbler was identified at Medical Lake, Wash, on Sept. 20 (JA) and four were seen in Banff on Aug. 30 (MP). Six Magnolia Warblers were sighted at Banff on Aug. 29 and a Black-throated Gray Warbler was identified at Vermilion Lakes in Banff the next day (MP). Apparently no specimen of the latter has been taken in Alberta and it is not in the checklist for Banff or Jasper Nat'l Parks. At least 100 Audubon's Warblers, plus a few of other species and Warbling Vireos, were seen at Medical Lake on Sept. 20. This was the only conspicuous warbler movement noted in the Spokane area (JA). Wilson's Warbler was, next to Audubon's the most abundant warbler in that area. A very late Wilson's was seen on Oct. 27 at Missoula.

COWBIRDS, FINCHES ‑ A record late date for the Brown-headed Cowbird was Sept. 10 in Jefferson County, Mont. (ETH & RAH). Evening Grosbeaks had, in general not arrived in any numbers. A flock of 100 was reported in Spokane, however and they were described as common in Missoula. At Missoula House Finches no longer rate italics. During November flocks increased in size there to 50-60 birds. Few Pine Siskins were left at the end of November. For Flathead County, Mont. 25-30 seemed to be a notable number for Nov. 25 (LM). A male and a female Lesser Goldfinch were carefully observed a number of times at Prineville, Ore., beginning on Aug. 31. The female was last seen on Oct. 15. On Oct. 12 the female was seen feeding a young bird, strongly indicating that the pair had bred there (JK & GM). Only a few Red Crossbills were observed, these in the s. interior of British Columbia and at Spokane and Cheney, Wash.

SPARROWS ‑ The Clay-colored Sparrow was positively identified at Missoula: one on Sept. 20, 2 on Oct. 3 and one on Oct. 4. Harris' Sparrow has now the status of a rare but regular migrant through the Region. At Missoula two were seen on Oct. 4 and 7, and singles on Oct. 16 and 24. Two were at the Little Spokane River Sanctuary near Spokane Oct. 16-18 (VN & CS) and one immature was seen in the Spokane Valley just e. of Spokane on Oct. 14 (THR). In the Vernon, B.C. area 2 visited Jim Grant's feeder at Lavington 
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throughout the fall period and one was at a feeder at Coldstream (JTF). The White-crowned Sparrow migration was unspectacular, with no large concentrations reported. The only report of the Golden-crowned Sparrow was of one at Lavington, B.C. on Sept. 19. Single White-throated Sparrows appeared at Spokane on Oct. 14 (Mrs. SOS) and Richland on Nov. 13-14 (EM). Lapland Longspurs were first seen in the Bozeman area on Oct. 31 and at Helena on Nov. 8 (SM). The species was noted at three localities in eastern Washington between Sept. 4 and Nov. 14 (JA, WH). One was seen at Missoula on Oct. 14. A single Snow Bunting was reported at Helena on Nov. 6 (SM).

CORRIGENDUM ‑ The male European Widgeon identified at Ennis Lake was seen on Mar. 29, 1970, not on Dec. 20 (Audubon Field Notes 24:522).

CONTRIBUTORS -- (sectional editors, in italics, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) ‑ James Acton, Eugene C. Barney: McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., D. E. Bartholomew, (DBe) Derek Beacham, (EB) Elizabeth Beacham, Ella Mae Border, (EBo) Ellis Bowhay, (DB) Dave Brown: Columbia Nat'! Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., Steve R. Cannings, Helen Carlson, Sharon Cotterell, Dennis Dahlke, Sid Draper, Maxine R. Eller: Yakima, Wash. area, R. L. Eng, Jack T. Fowle, James Grant: British Columbia, Karl Gruener, (PH) Pauline Hager, (PHa) Platt Hall, Warren Hall, Bill Halstead, Ralph L. Hand: Missoula, Mont. area, Eve T. Hays, R. A. Hays, Frances B. Huston, John Knox, Jeff Lee, B. Riley McClelland, Jon M. Malcolm: Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., Sid Martin, Niel F. Meadowcroft: Walla Walla, Wash, area, Elisabeth Moore, Gerald Morsello: Prineville, Ore. area, Louis Moos, Dean Munro, Vee Nealey, C. R. Orcutt, Mike Perrone, Margaret J. Polumsky, Thomas H. Rogers, Donald R. Skaar, P. D. Skaar: Bozeman-Harrison area, Mont., Connie Smedley, Mrs. S.0. Stanley: for Spokane Audubon Society, e. Washington, Shirley Sturts, Allen Todd, Ann Ward: Baker, Ore, area, Robert E. Woodley: Kennewick, Pasco, Richland area, Wash., Philip L. Wright. 


Autumn Migration, 1970

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Oliver K. Scott
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This fall seemed more normal than most. It was relatively warm until the close of the season and the real freezeups came later. The Great Basin had more precipitation than usual; it is often bone dry at that time of year. There were floods in s.w. Colorado in early September but elsewhere precipitation was normal or below normal in the Rockies. This region is so large and diverse that it is hard to identify any broad migratory waves. There was a wave of Audubon's Warblers reported from Reno in w. Nevada on Oct. 28, after the first severe freeze (JMD) but this probably applied only to the e. edge of the Sierras. In contrast to the large numbers of siskins and Red-breasted Nuthatches reported last year in the valleys, there have been few, particularly in the Salt Lake area, this year (WS). At the end of the period almost none of the winter visitors to the Rockies had appeared, as they usually do in November. There were only scattered reports of such birds as Bohemian Waxwings, Rosy Finches and Evening Grosbeaks. This winter is going to be different.

PELICANS, HERONS ‑ The White Pelican reached a peak of 2160 on Aug. 25 at Malheur Lake in e. Oregon. This total was 3440 less than last year (WLA). A Least Bittern was recorded Sept. 1 at Malheur where it is rare (WLA). Another was seen at Upper Klamath Lake, Ore. Aug. 17 (LW). There were 2 Com. Egrets at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake Sept. 10 (GK), where they are unusual. They are more common west of that area.

SWANS ‑ A gathering of 15,000 Whistling Swans at Malheur Nov. 8 ‑ 21 was about as large as it was a year ago (EL, McL). At Bear River Marshes the Whistler flocks were up to 25,500 on Nov. 9, for the highest concentration in the region, as usual. However, this was far below the 1969 record of 41,000 at Bear River. The colony of Trumpeter Swans at Malheur has now reached 50, with 12 cygnets reared this year (EL, McL). This colony is slowly becoming successful.

GEESE, DUCKS – Stillwater Marsh in w. Nevada had good water conditions and waterfowl utilization of the marsh increased. The duck migration peaked at 194,200 on Oct. 12, a week earlier than 1969 and 20 percent higher. While populations of Green-winged Teal, Shoveler, and Redhead were down 11-17 percent, Gadwall at 26,135 were up 54 percent and widgeon at 34,500 
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were up 90 percent. The Canvasback count reached 27,200, the highest ever recorded at Stillwater (LDN). Malheur Lake had a relatively better water-fowl migration due to the fifth wettest fall since 1937, and the flow of the Donner und Blitzen R. increased. Harney Lake, which had been dry, increased to 5000 acres by the end of the period. In peak numbers the waterfowl were better than last year but not up to 1967, the last good year. Canvasback made a new high of 21,000 on Oct. 11 24, which is the best since 1965. However, widgeon, Gadwall, and Pintail were down considerably from 1967. There were 80 Hooded Mergansers at Krumbo Reservoir in the Malheur Basin Nov. 10, which is the greatest concentration ever recorded there EL, McL), and perhaps any-where else in the West. The total Malheur population was 200 on that date which must be a record for this relatively rare bird. The migratory waterfowl head southwest when they leave Malheur, heading for the Warner Valley which seems to be their next stop. Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in w. Idaho ran its customary course this year with the largest concentration of Mallards in the Region. Of 600,000 ducks on Lake Lowell at the refuge, 98 percent were Mallards. An aerial census revealed another 150,000 on the nearby Snake River, making this by far the largest concentration of Mallards in the Pacific Flyway (JTA). Canada Goose is the only other species of waterfowl using this area in numbers. Up to 9000 were present from September to the end of the season (JTA). At Bear River Marshes there was an extraordinary concentration of 80,000 Canvasback on Nov. 9. The Canvasback is making a fine comeback in the Great Basin. The other high counts at Bear River were 94,000 Pintail and 90,000 Am. Widgeon on Nov. 2. Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in Colorado reported that the water remained open during this period for the first time in 17 years. The refuge had its greatest utilization ever by ducks and geese. The local flock of Canada Geese has now risen to 2600 since it was established a few years ago, and some limited hunting is now permitted (CRB).

RARE WATERFOWL -- There was an Oldsquaw on Nov. 11 at Granby Reservoir in Rocky Mountain Nat'l. Park. This was the second record for the area (RG). There was another at Moore's Slough s. of Sheridan in n. Wyoming on Nov. 16 (PH). Still another was collected at Carson Lake Pasture in the Lahontan valley of western Nevada near Stillwater on Dec. 3 (LDN) which is very unusual. In w. Colorado, more reservoirs are being established as elsewhere in the West with resultant increases in shorebirds, Canada Geese, and other waterbirds such as grebes, gulls and terns (LFE).

HAWKS -- A Harlan's Hawk was reported from Monte Vista Refuge in Colorado (CRB), and there were several sightings in n. Wyoming (TK). A Rough legged Hawk was spotted on Nov. 26 about 45 miles s. of Tonopah, Nev., just over the California line in the southern Great Basin, where it is scarce (RW).

TURKEYS, CRANES -- The Fish and Game Departments of many western states are busy re-stocking Turkeys. As a result they were found in Zion Nat'l. Park, Utah, for the first time this year (RAS). Three were seen w. of Fort Collins, Cob, in the Rockies on Oct. 18 (MT) another relatively new area. There were 2929 Sandhill Cranes at Malheur on Oct. 5. This population had gradually built up from 400 breeding birds at the start of the season. Many of these birds were marked with leg bands and streamers so that their migration routes could be traced. It was believed that most of these birds nested in s.e. Oregon (CDL). About 4000 cranes migrated through the San Luis valley (Monte Vista N.W.R.), in the fall of 1970, showing a steadily increasing use of that area (CRB). The only other big concentration of Sandhills was 500 near Driggs in s. Idaho on Oct. 8 (RF).

SHOREBIRDS -- On Oct. 25 an immature male Ruff was seen and well documented at Lower Klamath Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge. This is a casual bird on the West Coast and this was possibly the second record for that area (RF et al.). Buff-breasted Sandpipers were again seen in e. Wyoming: Sept. 30 near Sheridan (TK) and Sept. 7 at Yant's Puddle, the Standard Oil sump at Casper. There was a Knot Sept. 13, 14 at Lake DeSmet in n. Wyoming (TK, PH) where this bird is considered casual.

GULLS, OWLS -- A Sabine's Gull at Yant's Puddle Sept. 26 (JT) provided another record of this species, which is casual inland. A flock of 400 Franklin's Gulls was seen swirling and feeding near Horseshoe Lake in Rocky Mountain Nat'l. Park on Oct. 18. The birds soared as high as 12,000 ft., providing a spectacular sight not uncommon in that region (HK). A Barn Owl was seen in the Cedar Valley of s. Utah Sept. 9 and Oct. 29 (SM), where it is now scarce.

HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS -- A heavy migration of hummingbirds were reported at Durango, Colo. from the last two weeks of August to mid September (OR). Perhaps the rains in that area had something to do with this. A Blue-throated Hummingbird on Sept. 7 at Evergreen in the mountains west of Denver (WWB) will be reported in detail elsewhere. This is probably the first report of this species for Colorado. There is a great increase in the number of people feeding hummers in Colorado and Wyoming. An Acorn Woodpecker near Springdale in s. Utah Aug. 25 was very unusual (PS). There was a Northern Three toed Woodpecker north of Lake of the Woods in the Klamath Basin area on Oct. 13 (JH) which is the first report in some time from that area.
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JAYS, BLUEBIRDS ‑ Blue Jays are now resident at Cheyenne, Wyo. (MH) and are seen regularly. One bird crossed the mountains west to Laramie, Wyo. Oct. 22 (ABM) but the jay is not regular there. Flocks of up to 1500 Piñon Jays were seen at Cedar City in s. Utah (SM) where they seemed more common than usual. A W. Bluebird at Eldora, w. of Boulder, Colo., Sept. 15 (LE) is the only report of this species in 20 years in that particular area. There were 3 at Estes Park, not far away, on Sept. 15 (MP). In w. Idaho a remarkable number of juvenile birds were seen still being fed by parents in late August and September, including Mourning Dove Sept. 13, Black-chinned Hummingbird Sept. 14, Robin, W. Tanager Aug. 24, Am. Goldfinch, Aug. 24 (HES), but we have no explanation.

WARBLERS ‑ A Tennessee Warbler was seen on Florida Mesa near Durango on Oct. 12 (OR). This species is rare in the area with only one other record in recent years. There was a good flight of Virginia's and Orange-crowned Warblers in September in Durango but a poor one for Audubon's (OR). A Black-throated Blue at Malheur Oct. 10 was unusual (WLA). There were three Am. Redstarts seen at Malheur this season which seems unusual -- but Malheur has tremendous coverage by local observers.

SPARROWS – Golden-crowned Sparrows were seen on several occasions in Reno. This is the third year that Golden-crowned Sparrows have been seen there, either in fall or winter, and may represent a real expansion of their range, since there have been only occasional sightings in the past (JMD). Three Harris' Sparrows at Durango on Nov. 28 represent the third year in succession that these birds have been seen in that region (OR). They are regular winter visitants in the n. and e. part of this large Region. There were two early Harris' Sparrows at Dubois, Wyo. Nov. 1‑17 (MB). A White-throated Sparrow in Laramie in s. Wyo. Oct. 22 (ABM) was an uncommon occurrence, but this bird is regularly seen in migration in the e. half of Wyoming. A Cassin's Sparrow at Evergreen Nov. 9 was still present at the end of this period (WWB). This is further north than previously reported. This bird was repeatedly seen by many observers and banded. Three Snow Buntings at Malheur on Nov. 23 following a snowstorm was unusual then; there have been only 2 other records in the last five years (WLA).

CONTRIBUTORS ‑ Walter L. Anderson, John T. Annear, Mary Back, Winston W. Brockner, Charles R. Bryant, Dr. John M. Davis, Lucy F. Ela, Lee Evans, Reed Ferris, Roy Fisk, Robert Gustafson, Platt Hall, May Hanesworth, Gen. Joseph Hicks, Gleb Kashin, Tom Kessinger, Hugh Kingery, Carroll D. Littlefield, Eldon L. McLaury, Arthur B. Mickey, Stewart Murie, Larry D. Napier, M. Patterson, Oppie Reames, Mrs. H. E. Shaw, Phillip Sollins, Richard A. Stewart, Dr. William Stone, M. Travis, Jim Turner, Richard Webster, Lois Wilson.




Autumn Migration, 1970

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/JOHN B CROWELL JR. AND HARRY B. NEHLS

The fall season of 1970 was cooler than normal over most of the region with less than average rainfall, particularly in the first six weeks of [the] report period. The cooler weather may have contributed to the reporting of fewer than usual stragglers late in the season.  The center of observational activity was definitely the Vancouver, B.C. area and it is from there 
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that many of the exciting records derive. A Smew and a Spotted Redshank probably top the list, along with the Wheatear at Victoria, the Manx Shearwater at the Columbia River mouth, and Xantus' Murrelets at sea off Washington and Oregon.

[image: ]
LOONS, GREBES, PELAGICS -- Two hundred Arctic Loons off Cape Arago near Bandon, Oreg., on Aug. 20 (OS) was an unusually early concentration; 2 birds of this species at DeArcy, B.C., on Sept. 26 are said to be "very unusual" (WW). Several Red necked Grebes at both Victoria on Aug. 8 (ARD) and at Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 21 (SS fide RWC) were early migrants; a concentration of 250 at Point Roberts between Bellingham and Vancouver on Sept. 15 (WW) is a remarkable total. A number of Eared Grebes were seen singly or in pairs at Vancouver, Victoria, and Sidney, B.C., after Sept. 11. Michael Shepard watched a Laysan Albatross for about ten minutes, from the fisheries research vessel "G.B. Reed" on Aug. 17 off Vancouver I. at 48°26'N, 125°40' W, during which period the bird approached within 100 feet (fide WW). Black footed Albatrosses were seen regularly off shore from mid August to mid October; birds were seen off Vancouver I., Washington, and n. Oregon, the 40 individuals off Vancouver I. being the one day maximum. Fulmars, too, were regularly recorded on pelagic trips and from working vessels; Shepard's 500 in a day on LaPerouse Bank, off Vancouver I., Aug. 8 18 were the high counts. Pink footed Shearwaters were better reported than ever; up to 30 per day were seen Aug. 8 18 on LaPerouse Bank (MS fide WW), 50 were noted on Sept. 13 and 20 more on Oct. 11 off Westport, Wash. (TRW et al.), and an estimated 150 were observed Aug. 29 out of Depoe Bay, Oreg. (JBC, GK, WT et al.). The number of reports of Pale-footed Shearwaters was also unprecedented: one on Aug. 12, 2 on Aug. 15 and one on Aug. 17 were s.w. of Vancouver I. (MS fide WW); one was closely observed with 2 Pink footeds 25 miles out of Tofino, B.C. on Sept. 12 (WW et al.); another was seen that day n.w. of Vancouver I. with Sooty Shearwaters (VG); two more Pale-footeds were seen off Westport, Wash., on Oct. 11 (TRW et al.). New Zealand Shearwaters were also commoner than ever; at least 10 were positively identified in a flock of 50 light bellied Shearwaters 30 miles west of Tofino, Vancouver Island, on Sept. 12 (WW et al.); six birds were seen on Sept. 13, 5 miles southwest of Nootka I. off Vancouver I. (VG); on Sept. 26, one was collected of 25 seen off Tofino, B.C.; specimen to U.B.C.V.M. (WW, RWC et al.); 10 more New Zealand Shearwaters were seen off Westport, Wash., on Oct. 11 (TRW). Sooty Shearwaters were common at sea and were regularly seen from coastal points from Aug. 15 to mid October, although not in the huge numbers of other years. A small shearwater, dark above and white below, with white wing linings and the same or more rapid wing beats than accompanying Sooties was seen at the north jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 12 and was identified correctly as a Manx Shearwater (MP); this appears to be a first record for Washington and Oregon, although the species has been collected in British Columbia waters.

PETRELS, PELICANS, HERONS -- An estimated 800 Fork-tailed Petrels were seen in one flock on the LaPerouse Bank during the period Aug. 8-18 (MS fide WW). Up to 15 individual Fork-tailed Petrels were seen off Westport on both Sept. 13 and Oct. 11 (TRW et al.). Many of the estimated 5000 pairs of, breeding Leach's Petrels at Cleland I. near Tofino, B.C., were still at-tending young on Aug. 24 (JW fide WW); a bird of this species circled a vessel of the Canadian Hydrographic Service in the Strait of Georgia about 25 miles northwest of Nanaimo, B.C., on Oct. 6. Brown Pelicans showed up surprisingly well along the Oregon coast this fall, although not coming so far north as in past years; there were 350 at Ship ashore, Cal. on Aug. 30, with 116 of these being immatures (OS); 12 adults and 20 immatures were at Harris Beach State Park, Lincoln Co. Sept. 9, 10 (RP fide GK) and small groups were at Yaquina Bay and at Netarts Bay until mid November (GK et al.); a few were seen along the s.w. Oregon coast on Oct. 10 (OS). A White Pelican was seen at Fern Ridge Reservoir west of Eugene, Oreg. Nov. 22 and 26 (AL et al.); the species rarely occurs in western Oregon. About 20 Green Herons were locally reported, mostly in late August, but also into November, from around Vancouver, Se. Vancouver I., Seattle, Salem, and the northern Oregon coast. A Com. Egret reached the vicinity of 
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Vancouver in mid September; the bird was first seen at Westham Island on Sept. 9 (SD fide RWC), and seen again 25 miles away at the Serpentine River on Sept. 11 (DE fide RWC); the record is apparently a first for British Columbia. A few Com. Egrets also appeared this fall at scattered points in Oregon's Willamette Valley and on the Oregon coast. Two Black-crowned Night Herons near Bellingham, Aug. 17, 18 (LH fide TRW) were among the very few of this species recorded in w. Washington. From 3 to 5 Am. Bitterns were present in the vicinity of Vancouver from Sept. 13 to the end of the period; one was at Ilwaco, Wash., Oct. 10 (MP et al.), and another was at Nehalem, Oreg., Nov. 27 (JBC & GK).

WATERFOWL -- A Whistling Swan appeared at Vancouver on Oct. 17 (RWC); by November, flocks were on traditional wintering grounds along the Nooksack River in n. Washington, along the Columbia River and in Oregon's Willamette Valley. A few Trumpeter Swans reappeared in the Vancouver Bellingham area in late October, and lingered until the end of the period. Six Cinnamon Teal were at Vancouver on Sept. 7 (RWC), one was at Iona I. nearby on Oct. 2 (fide WW), another was at Seattle, Sept. 27 (DRP). Twelve male European Widgeons counted at Westham I., Reifel Refuge on Nov. 7 (TRW) were an un-usually good total; there were quite a number of sightings from there to the s. extremity of the Willamette Valley by the end of the period. Fifteen Shovelers at Leadbetter Point, Wash., Aug. 22 (HBN et al.) were early, while the 200 at Burnaby Lake, Vancouver, on Nov. 1 (WW) were an unusually high total for this Region. Three Redheads were found at Vancouver on Oct. 15 (EM fide RWC), while a single bird had been at nearby Iona Island on Sept. 26 (KS fide WW). Twenty Ring necked Ducks on Baskett Slough, Sept. 14 (RK fide CFZ) were unusually early; other records later came from Vancouver, where 14 were present Oct. 13 (FM fide RWC), Manning Provincial Park, B.C., Oct. 24 25, where 14 also were found (VG), from Salem, Nov. 10 (TM), Victoria, Nov. 23 (ARD) and the Finley Refuge, Nov. 26 (fide CFZ). A male Tufted Duck was found in Vancouver's Stanley Park on Oct. 13 (EM) remained until at least Nov. 20; on Nov. 1, a second bird was discovered by Moody, but seen additionally only by RWC & MS (fide WW & RWC). A female Barrow's Goldeneye appeared at Point Roberts on Sept. 15, followed by a small group which showed up at Stanley Park in mid October (WW). Oldsquaw appeared in scattered numbers on waters around Vancouver and Victoria in early October; 3 birds in winter plumage at Manning Provincial Park on Oct. 25 (VG) are of interest. Oddly, on the same lagoon of Stanley Park, the alert Ed Moody discovered an immature male Smew on Nov. 14; the bird was seen again on Nov. 18 (WRC & KK) and 23; photography was difficult because the bird frequented the lagoon only at night, in company with Goldeneyes, and its daytime haunts remained a mystery. The record places this species on the Regional and British Columbian lists for the first time (WW & RWC).

VULTURES, HAWKS, EAGLES -- The last Turkey Vultures reported were 11 at Point Roberts on Oct. 4 (WW); migrating vultures were moving steadily over Medford, Oreg., during the last week of September. Two Goshawks were seen at Duncan, B.C., Oct. 4 (JC); an immature was seen at Reifel Refuge on Aug. 10 and 2 birds were there Sept. 21 (BD fide WW); a single bird was seen there also on Oct. 25 and 31 (RWC fide WW), while single birds were also noted at Iona I. Sept. 26 (GAP fide WW) and at Point Roberts on Nov. 1 (RWC fide WW). If the dark phase of Harlan's Hawk can ever be told confidently from the western Red tail, then all the observers (HBN, JG & SJ, MSc et al.) who studied a bird on Sauvie I. near Portland, Aug. 14 and for a few days subsequently agree that this bird was of that species. Another bird suspected to be a black Harlan's Hawk, was found at Boundary Bay, B.C., near Ladner on Nov. 21 (DRP & EWS). A vagrant Swainson's Hawk was noted Aug. 27 at the Finley Refuge near Corvallis, Oreg. (CFZ). A Rough legged Hawk at Cape Blanco on the southern Oregon coast, Aug. 30 (OS) was early; birds were scattered in favored localities through the Region by November. There were reports of 10 Golden Eagles from mid September on, records coming from Mount Seymour, B.C. (fide RWC), Mount Baker, Wash. (tide TRW), the Willamette Valley (fide GK, RLu), and Medford (OS). Bald Eagle reports for the full season were limited to British Columbia, with active observers there all seeing birds, Vic Goodwill seeing the most while working in n. British Columbia coastal waters. There were 6 Osprey sightings, 2 from Vancouver in September (fide WW), one from near Tofino, Sept. 13 (WW), 2 from the Bellingham area in late October and early November (fide TRW) and one from Salem in mid November (fide GK). A Gyrfalcon was seen striking an Am. Widgeon at Victoria on Nov. 20 (ARD), while at Reifel Refuge near Vancouver one had been observed in late November (BD fide DRP). Single Prairie Falcons were noted on the upper Rogue River on Oct. 15 (MM fide JH) and at Medford on Nov. 28 (OS). Peregrines were reported several times this season from the vicinity of Ladner, B.C.; from White Rock, B.C.; from the south jetty of the Columbia River; from Sauvie I. and from near Medford.

SHOREBIRDS -- Sixty two Black Oystercatchers were seen over northern Chatham Sound near Pointer Rocks in n. British Columbia on Aug. 30, 1970 (fide VG). Snowy Plovers were at Lead-better Point, Wash., 1--6 between Aug. 15 and
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Oct. 3; 1 was at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Oct. 24. Killdeer numbers peaked at 800 on Ankeny Wildlife Refuge, near Dallas, Oreg. Nov. 25; over 500 birds were at the Finley Refuge Nov. 28 (CFZ). An estimated 100 Golden Plover were found on Leadbetter Point, Sept. 9 (TRW); 61 were at Sea Island near Vancouver on Sept. 13 (RWC); these numbers far exceed counts in previous seasons. American Golden Plover were found there until mid Oct. up to 7 also were found near Tofino, B.C., Aug. 27, the south jetty of the Columbia River, Sept. 20, and Victoria, Oct. 3. Up to 8 Ruddy Turnstones at a time were reported from nine different localities from Port Simpson, B.C. southward. A Long billed Curlew was at Baskett Slough Aug. 28 30 (RK fide CFZ). Up to 25 Whimbrels at a time were reported from near Tofino and repeatedly from Vancouver, Victoria, Leadbetter Point, the south jetty of the Columbia River, and Yaquina Bay, Oregon. An Upland Plover was discovered at Iona Island near Vancouver on Aug. 30 (J & EH) was seen later that day and the next (RWC, MS, JT, ES fide WW); this record is one of a very few for this Region. On Oct. 17, a Spotted Redshank was discovered at Reifel Refuge near Vancouver (MS, W & RW); Dr. R. Drent also saw and identified the bird which remained on mud flats with dowitchers until Nov. 11. It was photographed frequently. This record is evidently the first for w. North America s. of Alaska. By mid November, up to 20 Rock Sandpipers had been seen at wintering spots at Victoria and Tillamook Bay, another was at Point Roberts, Oct. 22 (PM), two were found in Bellingham on Nov. 3, and one was seen at sea off Westport on Oct. 11 (TRW). For the first year since 1965, no Sharp tailed Sandpipers were discovered at Leadbetter Point; instead, records came from three locations in the Vancouver area, from Sept. 19 to Oct. 25. A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was also observed at Victoria on Sept. 10 (ARD). Pectoral Sandpipers were widely reported from Vancouver southward, a high count being 140 at Sea Island near Vancouver on Sept. 19 (RWC). Baird's Sandpipers were more than usually reported, maxima being 20 at Iona I. near Vancouver on Aug. 22 (SS fide WW) with the last being 4 there on Oct. 3 (MP). 450 Long billed Dowitchers at Iona I. on Oct. 14 and 500 at Reifel Refuge on Oct. 24 indicate a late migration peak in the Vancouver area this year. A Stilt Sandpiper was spotted Aug. 1 at Sea Island (SS); two were banded and photographed there on Sept. 7; a bird was found at nearby Iona I. on Sept. 9 (MP), and one of the banded birds was last seen at Sea I. on Sept. 19 (fide WW). The first Buff breasted Sandpiper reported in three years was found at Sea I. on Sept. 7 (RWC). One of the two Hudsonian Godwits which had been found at Iona I. in early August remained until Sept. 3 (many obs.). Thirty Marbled Godwits were at Ship ashore on Aug. 30 (OS); 6 were seen at Tillamook on Sept. 12 (GK et al.). Three Red Phalaropes at sea off Westport on Oct. 11 (TRW et al), two at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Oct. 24 (HBN), and a few on the ocean from Cape Meares near Tillamook on Nov. 28 (GK & NT) were the only reports of this species. A Wilson's Phalarope was at Iona I. Aug. 17 (WR fide RWC). N. Phalaropes were seen on the ocean and in the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca from Port Simpson in northern B.C., southward; several birds were seen in the central Willamette Valley the last week of August.

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS -- Pomarine Jaegers were seen in numbers from 1 to 15 in a day on seven different dates between Aug. 29 and Oct. 11 from Hecate Strait in northern British Columbia (VG) south to Depoe Bay, Oreg., (GK et al.). Parasitic Jaegers were far more abundant, being recorded prominently in the Vancouver Victoria vicinity, with additional reports from around Prince Rupert, B.C., Puget Sound, and off the sw. Washington and n.w. Oregon coasts. Dates were Aug. 25 Oct. 24 with 25 at Pender Bay, Victoria, the maximum. On Sept. 12, at sea 25 miles off Tofino, a Parasitic Jaeger was seen to capture a small land bird; later the same day at 30 miles out a flicker was harassed for a few minutes by two of these marauders. Long-tailed Jaeger reports were: one on LaPerouse Bank w. of Vancouver I. Aug. 9 (MS fide WW), two off Depoe Bay, Aug. 29 (JBC, GK, WT et al.), one at Victoria, Sept. 7 (ARD), one off Westport (TRW) and one at Kyuquot Sound on the w. side of Vancouver I. (VG), both Sept. 13, another at Victoria, Sept. 27 (VG), one at the Columbia River mouth Oct. 3 (JBC & NT), and one at Hornby I. in the Strait of Georgia on Oct. 7 (VG). Skuas were seen on LaPerouse Bank, Aug. 14, two on Aug. 15, and Aug. 17 (MS fide WW), off Westport on Sept. 13 (TRW et al.) and off Tofino on Sept. 26 (RWC, MS fide WW); one was also seen several times at Skagit Bay, Puget Sound, on Sept. 16 and 18 (GAS). Lone Glaucous Gulls were seen at Sapperton, B.C., Nov. 26 (MS fide WW), and at Cape Meares, Oreg. Nov. 28 (GK & WT). Single W. Gulls at Sapperton, Aug. 30 (JW fide RWC); at Blame, Oct. 24 (DRP); and at Victoria, Sept. 14 and Oct. 17 (VG) were out of the ordinary. California Gull is the most common gull along the Oregon and Washington coasts and inland from Aug. 1 to Oct. 15; a very few reach n. British Columbia. Mew Gulls, on the other hand, are present in good numbers to the north of Vancouver I. The latter half of August, they begin to appear in small numbers at the same time further south, until they are present in large numbers both on the Oregon coast and in the Willamette Valley by November. Franklin's Gulls again appeared in the Vancouver Victoria area from mid August to early November; one was found at Fern Ridge Reservoir west of Eugene, Oreg. on the late date of Nov. 22 (AL et al.) for one 
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of a very few records from w. Oregon. Bonaparte's Gulls were present in large numbers in the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca and in Puget Sound in September and the forepart of October; 200 were seen at the Chetco River on the sw. Oregon coast on Oct. 10 (OS). Several large concentrations of Heermann's Gulls were recorded in various places north to the Straits of Juan de Fuca; there were several November records, the northernmost from Tsawassen, B.C., and the latest Tillamook, Nov. 28 (GK & WT). Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen in numbers up to 200 per day in northern British Columbian coastal areas until mid September (VG); further south, they were sparsely observed into mid October. One hundred Sabine's Gulls were on LaPerouse Bank, Aug. 18, while 90 were seen off Tofino on Aug. 26 (MS fide WW); 250 were found out of Westport on Sept. 13 (TRW). A single Sabine's Gull was at Victoria on Sept. 7 (ARD). "Thousands" of Com. Terns were seen at the north end of Willapa Bay on Oct. 10 (TRW); one was seen at Baskett Slough west of Salem on Sept. 26 (GK, TM et al.). There were reports of single Arctic Terns in Chatham Sound, B.C., on Sept. 3 and off the n.w. tip of Vancouver Island on Sept. 12 (VG); a bird was seen well out of Westport, Sept. 13 (TRW), four were off Tofino, B.C. (MS fide WW), and one "in almost breeding plumage" was at Victoria on Oct. 10 (DS). A Black Tern was observed at Ladner on Sept. 20 (GR & AG fide RWC).

ALCIDS ‑ About 150 Pigeon Guillemots were reported to have nested on Three Arch Rocks N.W.R. near Tillamook this year (CFZ). Two Ancient Murrelets were seen at Dixon Entrance west of Prince Rupert on Aug. 25 and 8 were seen in Hecate Strait southwest of there on Sept. 11 (VG). The same observer found three of these birds off Clover Point, Victoria, on Oct. 10 and two there on Nov. 11. Six small alcids, one of which was collected to confirm the identification of Xantus' Murrelets, were seen more than 100 miles off the Oregon coast the first week in September from an Oregon State University research vessel (MSc fide HBN); on Oct. 11, 40‑45 miles at sea from Westport and in 58°F water 3 pairs of Xantus' Murrelets were very carefully identified (DRP; TS & TRW et al.). Over 200 Cassin's Auklets were seen out of Westport on the Sept. 13 trip (DRP, TRW et al.). Goodwill saw 300 Rhinoceros Auklets on Chatham Sound, B.C., Aug. 29.

DOVES, OWLS, SWIFTS ‑ A Mourning Dove was seen at Terrace, B.C., on the late date of Oct. 11 (HRV). A Snowy Owl appeared at Victoria on Sept. 9 (ARD), an amazingly early date. By November, a small invasion in the Vancouver—Bellingham––Victoria area was evident; one bird reached Albany, Oreg. by Nov. 11 (RB fide GK). A Burrowing Owl was seen at Baskett Slough on Sept. 15 (RK fide CFZ). Eric Forsman, who has made a specialty of finding the Spotted Owl, found 22 individuals in the coast and Cascade ranges of central Oregon this summer, and reports finding 17 nest sites! Twenty-five Short-eared Owls were counted at Sea Island, near Vancouver, on Nov. 28 (DRP). Twenty Black Swifts were at Terrace, Aug. 18 and 19 (HRV); 50 were seen at Duncan, B.C., Sept. 3 (JC); one was seen over Seattle on Sept. 22 (MP); and three were seen at Philomath, Oreg. Sept. 3 (JB & MSc, fide HBN).

HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS, LARKS ‑ A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was last seen at Merle McGraw's feeders in Shady Cove, Oreg. on Aug. 31 (fide JH). At least five Anna's Hummingbirds were present in the Medford area (JH; OS) and a male was at Eugene (AL) during the fall. A Rufous Hummingbird was seen Aug. 18 about 45 miles from land west of the entrance to Juan de Fuca Strait (MS fide WW). Three Yellow-shafted Flickers were recorded in the Vancouver area Sept. 20-Oct. 29. A decrease was noted in numbers of Acorn Woodpeckers on the west side of the Willamette Valley this fall, presumably as a consequence of a poor crop of Acorns. Lewis' Woodpeckers, after a year of comparative abundance, were suddenly again very scarce, being occasionally seen only from the southern Willamette Valley. Single Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen on the west side of Mount Baker, Wash., Sept. 15 (JD fide TRW), and north of Lake-of-the-Woods, Oreg. Oct. 13 (JH). An E. Kingbird was at Victoria on Aug. 23 (ARD); another was at Pitt Meadows near Vancouver on Oct. 28 (WR fide RWC). A late Traill's Flycatcher (traillii) was netted at Bellingham on Sept. 20 (TRW); 3 were found at Seattle, Sept. 21-23 (MP). Several late lingering W. Flycatchers included two at Vancouver on Sept. 7 (RBu fide RWC), one at Redmond, Wash., Sept. 20 (DRP), and one banded at Medford the same day (OS). The last W. Wood Pewees were in the Willamette Valley on Sept. 16 (TM; CFZ). An Olive-sided Flycatcher at Vancouver on Sept. 9 (RBu fide RWC), one at Redmond on Sept. 8 (DRP), and one at Salem on Sept. 16 (TM) were also late. A Horned Lark was seen 40 miles at sea from Westport on Sept. 13 (TRW).

SWALLOWS, JAYS, CHICKADEES, WRENS, MIMIDS -- Forty Violet-green Swallows at Medford on Oct. 25 (OS) were late. Bank Swallows were seen repeatedly in the vicinity of Vancouver Sept. 1‑18 (RWC); a large flock of swallows at Portland's Delta Park on Sept. 19 surprisingly consisted mainly of Bank Swallows (MK fide HBN). A few Purple Martins were seen in w. Oregon the latter half of August and in the first week of September. A Blue Jay at Victoria on Nov. 28 is said to be the third record there in seven years (ARD). Another Black-billed Magpie appeared at Terrace, B.C., after last winter's record, on Oct. 25 (HRV); one was also seen in Manning Provincial Park, Oct. 25-26 (VG). Four Boreal Chickadees were seen in Manning Provincial Park on Aug. 15

98 American Birds, February 1971

(WW). A House Wren was at Sea I. on Sept. 8 (KS tide RWC). A Rock Wren was at the Finley W.R. from Sept. 1‑27 (CFZ), one of w. Oregon's few records. A Catbird was at Pitt Meadows on Aug. 29 (RL fide RWC), the same locality where several pairs nested three years ago.

THRUSHES, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, STARLINGS ‑ W. Bluebirds were reported only from the Salem and Lebanon areas, none after mid October. A Wheatear, believed to be the first for British Columbia and the Region, was discovered at the Victoria airport on Oct. 10 by Keith Taylor and Ron Satterfield, and was photographed by many observers in the next few days (OS; WW); photographs to U.B.C.V.M. A Townsend's Solitaire was at Bellingham on Nov. 26 (TRW). Three Bohemian Waxwings were in a flock of Cedar Waxwings at Victoria on Nov. 28 (ARD). N. Shrikes were as common this year as in the banner year of 1969. A Loggerhead Shrike was at Baskett Slough on Sept. 26 (GK & TM) and another was at Sauvie I. Oct. 17 (HBN et al.). A careful count of Starlings in roosts at Vancouver led to a conclusion that this fall's population was about one third of last year's (WW et al.); but observers at Victoria thought Starlings were more plentiful than ever (ARD).

VIREOS, WARBLERS ‑ Single Red-eyed Vireos were observed at Redmond, Sept. 20 (DRP) and Vancouver, Sept. 25 (MS fide RWC). A Warbling Vireo was found at Redmond on Sept. 27 (DRP). A single Tennessee Warbler was seen at Terrace, Aug. 25, where 2 others were also seen four days later (HRV). A small bird, thought to be an Orange-crowned Warbler, was captured by a jaeger 25 miles out of Tofino on Sept. 12 (WW et al.). A Nashville Warbler, first found at Vancouver on Aug. 12 by Virginia Whitelaw, was subsequently collected (RWC); two other individuals were earlier found on Aug. 3 (GAP fide RWC). A Nashville Warbler was also seen at Point Roberts on Sept. 20 (AG & GR fide RWC). A Townsend's Warbler at Duncan, B.C., Nov. 11 (JC) was quite late and the Hermit Warbler at Medford on Oct. 17 (OS) was unprecedentedly late. A Palm Warbler appeared at Vancouver, Oct. 6‑12 (WA, EM, RW fide RWC). Two very late Wilson's Warblers were recorded this fall; one was at Point Roberts on Nov. 7 (MS & RW fide RWC), while the other was at Redmond on Nov. 17 (DRP).

BLACKBIRDS, FINCHES, SPARROWS – Yellow-headed Blackbirds were recorded at Westham I. Aug. 18 and Sept. 19, while another was at Sea I. Sept. 7 (fide RWC); one was at Victoria on Aug. 25 (ARD), and a female was near Bellingham on Nov. 29 among an estimated 1000 Red-winged Blackbirds (TRW). The observation of 5 Rusty Blackbirds at Pitt Meadows, Nov. 22 (N & KD) was confirmed through a photograph taken at the time (fide RWC). Sixty Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at Sea I. on Sept. 1 (RWC et al.); one alighted aboard a vessel some 50 miles w. of Juan de Fuca Strait on Aug. 10 (MS fide WW). A late W. Tanager was at Vancouver on Sept. 30 (RBu fide RWC). Am. Goldfinches were more reported than usual; of particular interest are 70 at Duncan, B.C., Nov. 22 (JC) and 200 on Sauvie I. on Sept. 13 (HBN). A total of 112 Lesser Goldfinches was banded at Medford from July 22 to Oct. 18, but only 2 after that date (OS). A Green-tailed Towhee was at Medford on the late date of Nov. 26 (DT fide OS). Single Slate-colored Juncos were recorded from Sauvie Island on Oct. 3 (JG fide HBN), Vancouver on Oct. 29 (GAP fide RWC), Seattle on Nov. 5 (VEG), and Corvallis on Nov. 25 (CFZ). A Tree Sparrow appeared at Duncan, Nov. 7 (JC), and one was seen at Lana I. on Nov. 22 (RP fide RWC). Harris' Sparrow turned up in November at Vancouver, Salem and Medford and in early December at Portland. A Golden-crowned Sparrow at Victoria on Aug. 18 (ARD) was very early, as was the one at Salem on Sept. 4 (RLu fide GK). White-throated Sparrows were reported only from Victoria, on Sept. 13 and on Nov. 17 (ARD). Lapland Longspurs appeared in the week after Sept. 6 at Sea I., Victoria and Leadbetter Point; 200 were at the latter place Oct. 3 (JBC, WT et al.), but only 50 were present there a week later (MP); birds were also seen at Iona I., Seattle, and near Bellingham. It is strange that most of the Region's fall records come consistently in September and early October, with records after that being very scattered and involving small numbers of individuals; points in this Region evidently are only a stopover for most of the Lapland Longspurs recorded, which must winter far to the southeast. Up to 10 Snow Buntings at one time were reported from Vancouver, Bellingham and Victoria repeatedly after mid October; other occurrences were at Olympia, Wash., Nov. 10 and 11 (VEC) and Tillamook, Nov. 13 (GK, HBN & WT).

CONTRIBUTORS ‑ W. Anderson, R. Buchanon (RB), R. Butler (RBu), R. Wayne Campbell, Violet E. Cannon, John Comer (JC), John B. Crowell, Jr. (JBC), A. R. Davidson, Neil & Karen Dawe, Brian Davies, S. Devereaux, J. Duemmel, D. Eastman, J. Gilligan, Vic Goodwill, A. Grass, Lee Halleck, Jack & Eileen Husted, Joseph Hicks, S. James, Ken Kennedy, Gordon Knight, M. Koninendyke, R. Krieger, Allen Larrabee, R. Lucas (RLu), R. Luscher (RL), T. McCamant, M. McGraw, Ed Moody, F. Moody, Harry B. Nehls, Dennis R. Paulson, R. Payne, Michael Perrone, R. Phillips, G. A. Poynter, W. Rae, G. Ryder, Gerald A. Sanger, Michael Scott (MSc), Michael Shepard (MS), Ed Sing, Susan Smith, E. W. Stiles, T. Stiles, David Stirling, K. Summers, Otis Swisher, William Thackaberry, D. Tompkins, John Toochin, H. R. Vance, Terrence R. Wahl, John Ward, Wayne & Robin Weber, Fred Zeillemaker, The University of British Columbia Vertebrate Museum. 
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The Winter Season, 1970-71

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas R Rogers 

Most of the Region's wintry weather came in December, s. interior British Columbia excepted. Temperatures for that month were subnormal but not severe at many localities. Indications 
      [image: ]
were that in the United States portion of the Region more snow fell in December than in any succeeding month. January, w. of the Continental Divide at least, was remarkably warm, almost springlike. At Spokane, Wash. temperatures averaged 6.5° F. above normal and nearby Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge at Cheney posted a record high of +58°.  Precipitation was somewhat deficient in many areas, contributing to lack of snow cover in the valleys. British Columbia had more snow and freezing rain than usual. February continued warmer than normal but at Spokane, at least, gave the impression of coldness after so mild a January. Precipitation was even more deficient except for British Columbia, where snowfall exceeded the normal. March turned abnormally cold, being only slightly warmer than February and decidedly wetter, with precipitation well above normal. Ponds in the vicinity of Ninepipe Natl. Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont. froze again. In summary, the winter, in the valleys at least, was generally mild and open, except in British Columbia. Ponds in central Washington were unfrozen most of the winter. Several reports noted the winter as decidedly windy. Spokane had the highest wind velocity ever recorded there, up to 65 m.p.h. on Mar. 26. Birds wintered in good numbers and variety. Food supplies appeared adequate and in some instances encouraged spectacular invasions. Some northern species were scarce, perhaps detained in Canada or at higher elevations by good food supplies. The cold, wet March slowed vegetation but the extra moisture it brought promised good growing conditions after a dry winter. 

LOONS AND GREBES -- Small numbers of Com. Loon were present on the Columbia R. in the Tri-cities (Pasco-Richland-Kennewick) area of Washington from late December at least through the first week of March. Two Red-throated Loons were seen at Okanagan Landing, B.C. on Dec. 26 (KG). Horned Grebes wintered on Okanagan and Kalamalka Lakes, B.C. Eared and W. Grebes remained during the winter in the Tri-cities area and a few of the latter wintered in the Okanagan Valley. The usual small numbers of Pied-billed Grebes were noted in the w. part of the Region. One seen at Livingston, Mont. on Jan. 16 probably wintered. 

PELICANS AND HERONS -- A group of 20 White Pelicans was observed on Dec. 5 on the Yakima R. near the Tri-cities (EM). A flock of 20 was seen near Cataldo Mission, w. of Kellogg, Ida. On Mar. 26 (JHR) and a flock was noted at Canyon Ferry e. of Helena, Mont. on Mar. 31 (LM). Great Blue Herons were not noted as wintering in s. interior British Columbia or in the Helena area but appeared in normal numbers in many other localities. An estimated 60 wintered in and around Ninepipe Refuge (RLB). Black-crowned Night Herons were noted in small numbers in the Tri-cities area. 

WATERFOWL -- Two Whistling Swans at Okanagan Landing, Jan. 14 and 6 at Kelowna, B.C., Dec. 20, quite possibly wintered. More evidence of the birds wintering in n.e. Washington has 
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come in. Eight were flying upriver at Spokane, Jan. 10 (KL). Two were seen at Coeur d' Alene L., Ida. on Jan. 30 (WH). Residents at Priest L. near Coolin, Ida., reported that a flock of about 20 wintered there (MC). On the Pend Oreille R. eleven miles n. of Newport, Wash., 7 swans, presumably ‘Whistling’, were observed on Dec. 12 and 47 were there on Jan. 16 (CRO). Two Trumpeters were on Osoyoos L., B.C. on Jan. 24 (SRC) and a few wintered at Ennis, Mont. as usual. The largest concentration of Canada Geese was 13,600 in mid-December at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. Two Black Brant at Penticton, B.C. on Dec. 5 and 12 were apparently the first recorded for the Okanagan Valley (SRC). From 1 to 10 Snow Geese were with them from late November through March. This species was noted at Big Timber, Mont. the first week of January (HC). Waterfowl numbers at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. decreased from 106,400 the first week of January to about 700 by the last week. At McNary Refuge Mallards peaked at 30,000, with 71,580 counted at nearby Ringold, in early December. Maximum numbers there for other species at the beginning of winter were: Pintail, 2300; Green-winged Teal, 2100; Am. Widgeon, 1900, and Canvasback, 2100. Other species that normally winter appeared to be about as usual, with a few "rarities". Two Blue-winged Teal on the Tri-cities Christmas Count were a surprise. Single Eur. Widgeons, presumably migrating, were seen in e. Washington in March. On Mar. 21, 2 were seen on separate ponds s. of Spokane (JA & WH; Mr. & Mrs. SOS). A male was observed about 2 miles s.w. of Reardan on Mar. 27 (WH). At Okanagan Falls, B.C. a male was photographed, Feb. 6 (SRC). From 2 to 6 Oldsquaw were seen on the Spokane R. at Spokane from November to late March (WH; S.A.S.). The Hooded Merganser, not previously recorded in midwinter in the Livingston, Mont. area, was noted there on Jan. 16. a male (PDS), and on 3 occasions Feb. 7-21 (HC; ETH & RAH, LM) and probably wintered. 

HAWKS AND EAGLES -- Goshawk numbers may well have been up, for the birds were reported from six localities: Bozeman and Helena, Mont.; Spokane, the Tri-cities, and Ahtanum (Yakima), Wash., and in the Okanagan Valley, B.C. At the latter locality they were described as unusually abundant. At Helena an adult was sighted on two dates and an immature on one, all in February. About 20 Red-tailed Hawks were present during the winter at Turnbull Refuge and some 15 Rough-legged Hawks were believed present at the Nat'l Bison Range. Moiese, Mont. From 1 to 3 Golden Eagles were reported from scattered localities. The Bald Eagle was reported from seven localities. Six at L. Helena, Mont. made up the largest concentration there in recent years. Up to 8 were noted at Ninepipe Refuge (RLB). In n. Idaho and e. Washington influx to the larger lakes (Coeur d' Alene, Pend Oreille, Priest and L. Spokane) occurred in December, fish spawning time (S.A.S.). The scarce Gyrfalcon was noted twice in British Columbia, 1 at Duck L. near Winfield on Mar. 4 (FP), and 1 at Okanagan Landing, photographed, Mar. 13 (DH). The Peregrine Falcon was sighted on three dates in the Helena area, on Feb. 21 w. of Bozeman (LM), and twice in the Pasco-Eltopia area, Wash., singles on Dec. 12 and the Christmas Bird Count (infra "CBC"). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Thirteen Sage Grouse were counted on the Yakima Firing Range n.e. of Yakima, Wash. (HD & PH). Populations of California Quail and Ring-necked Pheasant were probably near normal at most localities. Up to 20 Chukars were seen in March in the Clarkston, Wash. vicinity (MJP). At the Nat'l Bison Range the species was described as a common resident. Gray Partridge numbers in the Spokane area had probably not yet been restored to normal since the severe winter of 1968-69 (WH). A flock of Turkeys was seen on March 16 between Bozeman and Livingston, where the birds were introduced in the fall of 1969 (HC). At Turnbull Refuge signs were noted of the lone Turkey still remaining. 

CRANES -- Fifty Sandhill Cranes were observed near Sprague, Wash. on Mar. 27 and another flock was reported near St. Andrews, Wash. in late March (S.A.S.). Sixteen feeding in a cornfield at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. on Apr. 2 were the first recorded there. Two were seen near the freeway at Union Gap, just south of Yakima, Wash. (HD). 

SHOREBIRDS -- A Greater Yellowlegs was still at Ringold, Wash., n. of McNary Refuge on Dec. 8 and a Lesser was seen on Dec. 31 along the Yakima River in the Tri-cities area (EM). Two Dunlin were noted on the beach at Kelowna on Dec. 20. Two Long-billed Dowitchers were still in the Tri-cities vicinity in early January (EM). 

GULLS -- A Glaucous Gull in first-year plumage was at Spokane Dec. 20-Jan. 16 (JA). Two were seen at Penticton, B.C. on Dec. 26 (SRC). Herring Gulls were described as fairly common in the Tri-cities area and at least 100 were seen along with small numbers of California Gulls at Coeur d' Alene L., Ida. on Dec. 20 (JA). The latter species was also considered fairly common at the Tri-cities during the winter. One hundred to 200 Ring-billed Gulls were seen regularly at Walla Walla and the species was very common at the Tri-cities. At Kelowna, 51 were present on Dec. 20. A lone bird in immature plumage rested briefly in a field at Missoula, Mont. on Mar. 31. 

OWLS -- One or 2 Snowy Owls were seen on several dates from Dec. 26 to Mar. 27 in n.e. Washington (Davenport, Reardan and Spokane) (JA; WH; S.A.S.). The Pygmy Owl showed a marked upsurge in numbers at Bozeman and in the Okanagan of British Columbia. Numerous 
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sightings were made in the former area, many within the city limits, from Nov. 4 to the end of the report period. The Vernon, B.C. CBC had 9, the highest ever. One was noted at Missoula, in a tree with 25 Evening Grosbeaks and a Song Sparrow. The little owls were seen frequently in the Rattlesnake section of Missoula in December (PW, fide RLH). Their numbers were about normal elsewhere. A pair of Burrowing Owls, the first in a number of years, appeared at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. A sick or injured Great Gray Owl was captured south of Bozeman, Feb. 15 (Mr. & Mrs. JB) and about Mar. 1 a pair was seen for several days near that city (Mr. & Mrs. JM). Short-eared Owls were rather scarce except in three spots: Pullman, Wash.-Moscow, Ida. airport, 25·30 (LMJ); Davenport, Wash., at least 15 on Jan. 23 (WH), and Spokane International Airport, 19 on the CBC. A Boreal Owl was identified at Penticton, B.C. on Jan. 1 (DS). 

JAYS -- The Blue Jay that appeared in the fall at a feeding station on the Little Spokane R. n. of Spokane stayed there all winter (VN & CS). The Com. Raven appeared in unprecedented numbers in n. Okanagan Valley, B.C. About 90 were seen on the Vernon CBC. The species' numbers were perhaps up in the Spokane area but seemed normal elsewhere. The influx of Clark's Nutcrackers in the vicinity of Spokane was spectacular, in fact the greatest on record. From September through March flocks up to 100 appeared, with numbers dwindling at the end. The CBC revealed 276. 

WRENS AND THRUSHES -- The Cańon Wren was again seen in December in the Bozeman area, near LaHood, suggesting wintering (Mrs. WMcK). At Spokane the species was noted on the CBC and 2 were seen on the Little Spokane R. on Jan. 29 (S.A.S.). Two at Vaseux L. in extreme s. British Columbia on Mar. 21 were the first seen there since the severe cold spell of December, 1968. A late-lingering Rock Wren was found on the Spokane CBC Jan. 3. Robins wintered at nearly every reporting locality but were generally uncommon or scarce in w. Montana and s. British Columbia; with perhaps the exception at Helena where from 16 to 47 were counted between Dec. 13 and Jan. 2. Spokane had a "robin winter" with flocks up to 50 or 100. Some 500 or more seen on Feb. 9 were perhaps migrants (JR). A few Varied Thrushes wintered in the Okanagan, Tri-cities and Spokane areas. A few Mountain Bluebirds were in the Bitterroot Valley near Hamilton, Mont. as early as Feb. 11 (OF). A single Hermit Thrush lingered at Walla Walla until Nov. 28 (JRW). 

KINGLETS AND WAXWINGS -- Ruby-crowned Kinglets were present all winter in the Tri-cities, Wash. area where they were last seen on Mar. 21. Bohemian Waxwing numbers were impressive from Missoula to extreme e. Washington and Volume 25, Number 3 s. British Columbia. Counts up to 2000 were made at Missoula during late December and early January, dwindling to less than 200 to the end of March. Several thousand wintered along Mission Creek at the Nat'l Bison Range. At Spokane the flocks built up to thousands in January and February, with 4000 recorded in a flock on Jan. 1. As usual the buildup depended upon an excellent crop of mountain ash berries. The birds were abundant in the Okanagan Valley where early departure of Starlings left many berries. A few birds penetrated as far south as Walla Walla, Yakima and the Tri-cities. Cedar Waxwings remained in distinctly greater numbers than usual, particularly at Spokane where flocks of 50-100 were seen from December to early March, and in the Okanagan, where small flocks of 10-30 remained through the winter in Vernon. A few wintered at Bozeman which is unusual, and 3 were seen at Helena on Dec. 12-13. A few remained at Missoula and they showed moderate numbers at the Tri-cities with 100 seen in Richland on Feb. 13. 

WARBLERS -- Audubon's Warbler wintered commonly at the Tri-cities. One pair was noted feeding on grapes remaining on the vines; a few were noted during the winter at Walla Walla (JRW). 

HOUSE SPARROW -- This species, generally abundant and ignored, was decimated during the winter at Missoula. Sick and dead birds were frequently reported and some sent to the U. S. Public Health Service Laboratory at Hamilton, Mont. were found to contain Salmonella bacteria, but no official report had yet been issued. 

FINCHES -- Evening Grosbeaks staged what might be termed an invasion in Spokane, building up from a few in January to flocks of 40·50 in February and March. In one back yard 75 were banded (THR). In Moscow over SO were banded (LMJ). "Good numbers" were reported for Bozeman. At Missoula, the birds were irregularly common. In one part of the city the Evening Grosbeak numbers increased as House Sparrows declined, particularly at feeders. In the Okanagan Valley the species was much scarcer than usual, in spite of abundant maple seeds. The birds were absent from the CBC there for the first time in twenty years. Several Cassin's Finches wintered at Bozeman, frequenting feeders. Winter records there are usually sparse. At Spokane a male came to a feeder on Feb. 1 (WH). Birds appearing in late February were probably migrants. A female Purple Finch appeared at Bozeman, about October and later a male appeared (HC). They were again seen on Feb. 5, as close as six feet, and compared with accompanying Cassin's Finches (EH, RAH, LM & PDS). A singing male was observed on Feb. 28 there (PDS) and three more records were obtained in late March and early April. Flocks of House Finches, now established at Missoula, ranged up 
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to 60 and even to 90 on Dec. 9, then tapered off to about 15 in late December, with small, irregular numbers thereafter. Pine Grosbeaks made very few appearances in the valleys. Numbers were subnormal at Bozeman. About 20 were seen at Riverside Cemetery in Spokane on Dec. 5, and 2 were noted at Priest L., Ida. on the 13th (S.A.S.). They were scarce or absent in the Okanagan Valley but skiers reported them at 5500-6000 ft. No rosy finches were observed and the Com. Redpoll and Pine Siskin were scarce or absent at most localities. The Com. Redpoll was sighted at Helena on Dec. 20, a small flock; at Ennis, on Dec. 23 (JHR), at Clarkston, Wash., 6 on Dec. 16 (MJP), and in the n. Okanagan, small flocks on a few occasions. Pine Siskins were scarce, being sighted only at Priest L., Ida., small flocks from mid-February into March (S.A.S.); at Helena, 1 on Jan. 11: at Ennis on Dec. 23 (SC, DR & PDS), and in the n. Okanagan. Am. Goldfinches were scarce or absent except for the Tri-cities and Clarkston, Wash. areas. Southern British Columbia had a near-monopoly on Red Crossbills, where they were common in Douglas fir forest following a very good cone crop. Small numbers were noted in the Spokane urea, the only other locality reporting them. 

SPARROWS -- Rufous-sided Towhees were reported wintering only in the Tri-cities area of Washington. Slate-colored 1uncos were reported on a few occasions in the Bozeman-Ennis area during December and January, and a few were seen at Spokane and the Tri-cities. Oregon Junco numbers were low in a number of localities. At Missoula none were seen between late November and the beginning of March although weather conditions favored the ground feeders there. Tree Sparrow numbers there were also low. These birds were seen at Bozeman and Helena. One seen on Jan. 29 at McNary Refuge and about 10 observed near Reardan, Wash. on Jan. 2 may have wintered. At Vernon several appeared in early December but apparently did not winter there. One or 2 immature Harris' Sparrows visited a feeder in the Tri-cities nearly all winter (EM) and 2 appeared at a feeder in Vernon in November, 1 remaining at least until Apr. 9. A single White-throated Sparrow wintered in the vicinity of a feeder at Spokane, having been first seen on Dec. 6 (WH; S.A.S.: RW). Lapland Longspurs were reported only from Helena, 40 on Dec. 24 and again later, and at Ennis 100 on Dec. 23 (SC, DR & PDS). Large flocks of Snow Buntings were seen on the CBC at Ennis, Dec. 23. Small numbers were sighted elsewhere in w. Montana and e. Washington. About 150 were seen at Prince George, B.C. on Dec. 20 (CJ). 

CONTRIBUTORS - (sectional editors, in bold face, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).-James Acton, Mr. & Mrs. John Baden, Robert L. Barber: Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., Eugene C. Barney: McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., Dave Brown: Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., Steve R. Cannings, Helen Carlson, Maxine Clason, Sharon Cotterell, Helen Doornink, Maxine Eller: Yakima Valley, Wash., Opal Foust: Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont., James Grant: s. interior British Columbia, Karl Gruener, Warren Hall, Pauline Hager, Dave Hancock, Ralph L. Hand: Missoula, Mont. area, Eve T. Hays, R. A. Hays, Conrad Jarosch, Loring M. Jones, Katherine M. Laupp, Mrs. Wilbur McKinney, Sid Martin: Helena, Mont. area, Mr. & Mrs. John Montaigne, Elizabeth Moore, Louis Moos, Vee Nealey, Carrol R. Orcutt, Frank Paul, Margaret I. Polumsky, J an Reynolds, Dan Rogers, Thomas H. Rogers, J. H. Rumely, Daryl Sherman, P. D. Skaar: Bozeman-Ennis, Mont. area, Connie Smedley, Spokane Audubon Society, Mrs. S. O. Stanley: e. Washington and n. Idaho, Robert Wilson, John Robert Winchell, Paul J. Wolf, Robert E. Woodley: Pasco-Kennewick-Richland ("Tri-cities") area, Wash., Maurice B. Wright: Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1970-71

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Oliver K. Scott 

Where did our birds go this past winter? Normally there are good populations of winter residents and visitors such as Bohemian Waxwings, Evening Grosbeaks, rosy finches and many other species, but not this season. The early part of the winter–December and January–were wet and cold in the north and very dry in the south. The s. portion borders on the Southwest, where severe drought conditions exist. The Bohemian Waxwings didn't make an appearance in the Region until the end of March. Where they wintered is not known. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches have wintered in good numbers in central Wyoming for at least 23 years, but this 
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year they were not seen at all. Black Rosy Finches were absent from Salt Lake City, where they normally, winter. Evening Grosbeaks appeared in s.w. Colorado in great numbers but were scarce elsewhere, and the paucity of most land birds remains unexplained. Perhaps the sharp contrasts in weather were factors. For example, Grand Junction in w. Colorado had the driest winter on record (LFE), while a short distance 
e. the snowfall was almost double normal depths. 

SWANS -- Although 40 Trumpeter Swans wintered at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Harney Co., Oreg., some of the population here is now believed to be wintering in California. [Evidence?-Ed.] The colony of Trumpeters at Malheur Refuge is not only growing (7 young joined the dock last year) but it is also beginning to move about (EL McL). The spring migration of Whistling Swans at Malheur Refuge came a week later than in 1970, and in numbers double those of last year. The high count, Mar. 21-27, was 11,600. The migration of the great majority of Whistling Swans in this Region has been fairly stereotyped. It is refreshing therefore to find a large flock of 1500 straying into the Snake R. division of Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in w. Idaho, on Mar. 31. The normal number for this refuge is only 40-80. Five Whistlers turned up in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Colo., at Estes L., Mar. 17 &·18, for a first record for the park e. of the Continental Divide. At lower altitudes such an occurrence would not be unusual. 

GEESE AND DUCKS -- With good snows of a severe winter and good spring rains L. Malheur, Oreg. increased to 45,000 acres, the greatest area it has had since 1965. Nearby L. Harney, which varies from nothing to a very sizable lake is now 10000 acres in extent, and Malheur L. is expected to overflow into it, to make it even bigger. Therefore, the outlook for waterfowl production in this area is excellent. The wintering waterfowl population at the Malheur Refuge was extremely low this past winter, presumably owing to the severe weather. While Snow Goose concentrations at Malheur Refuge were 8000 less than the peak total of 1970, and one week later, (from Mar. 21 to Mar. 17), there were still 42,000 Snows in the area at the close of the period. The peak of the spring migration of ducks was the same fourth week of March, with 155,600 ducks counted, some 66 percent greater than 1970 (and two weeks later than last year). The predominant species was Pintail, with 128,000 (ELMcL).The waterfowl migration was normal at Still· water Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in w. Nevada and peaked at 63,000 in mid-March here, with good water conditions prevalent (LDN). The great snow pack in the mountains of Idaho resulted in high water in the Snake R., with resultant difficulties for nesting Canada Geese at Snake R. Division of Deer Flat Refuge (JTA). With the cold hard winter, Bear River Refuge, Utah, was frozen until March, and the spring migration of ducks peaked at only 50,000, on Mar. 26, which is low for this Refuge. Monte Vista Nat'l Wild· life Refuge counted a peak population of 48,940, mostly Mallards. This Refuge in s. Colorado continues to grow more attractive to waterfowl (CRB). The only rare duck reported during the period was a Black Duck at Greenrock, Wyo. Jan. 3 (OKS). 

EAGLES AND HAWKS - Stillwater Refuge reported 5 Bald Eagles wintering, slightly above normal (LDN). Monte Vista Refuge reported 16 (CRB). All the refuges report Bald Eagles wintering; they winter along all the major streams in the Region. Up to 13 were reported at Vernon, Utah, on the desert s.w. of Salt Lake City, on Feb. 13 (WS). This was a good year for the species, perhaps owing to the severe weather to the north. Two Harlan's Hawks were observed at Monte Vista Refuge during the period, as well as 45 Rough-legged Hawks and 33 Marsh Hawks (CRB). The refuges remain good places for hawk-watching. 

CRANES -- The spring migration of Sandhill Cranes began at Monte Vista Refuge on January 24 and reached its peak Mar. 7–13 with 6021 birds present. A student working on the Sandhill Cranes of the Rio Grande R. drainage system estimates that 12·14,000 cranes now use the system during migration (CRB). 

OWLS -- A pair of Screech Owls was found at a small mine in the Steens Mountains of e. Oregon on Mar. 31. This pair have been present for three years, and represent only the third record for that area (WLA). Five Barn Owls were known to be at Malheur Refuge headquarters early in the winter. Four were found dead during the winter, but 2 survived the winter with another alive not far away, which is either bad arithmetic or more owls to start with than anyone suspected. The species is rare and local in the Great Basin, but 2 were present this season at Salt Lake City where they roosted in a hole in a clay bank (GK). The cemetery at Salt Lake City remains the best owl-finding spot in the Region. Both Saw-whet and Screech Owls were reported there this past winter on numerous occasions and nearby, at City Creek, both Long-eared and Pygmy Owls were observed. Short-eared Owls occur at all the Refuges and extensive grassy areas. Both Sheridan, Wyo. (TK) and Cedar City, Utah (SM) reported an increase in the species this year. 

WAXWINGS TO GROSBEAKS -- Salt Lake City had no Bohemian Waxwings this year, but Cedar Waxwings appeared instead (GK) in a pattern not unusual. Red-breasted Nuthatches were absent over much of the Region, in contrast to last year's invasion. None whatsoever were reported from Salt Lake City (WS). A Pygmy Nuthatch in n. Wyoming Mar. 27, at the base of the Big Horn Mts. near Buffalo was a first record for that area (TK, PH). 
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An Ovenbird visited a feeding station at Estes Park Nov. 22-Dec. 28 (AC). There has been only one previous record for this area and for adjoining Rocky Mt. Nat'l Park and that in summer. While central Wyoming had few reports of Evening Grosbeaks, there were concentrations at Grand Junction and Durango, Colo. At Durango the birds appeared in much greater numbers after the great storm of early January (OR). 

SPARROWS TO BUNTINGS -- Both Harris' and White-throated Sparrows wintered high on the Wind R. at Dubois in w. Wyoming (MB). For the White-throat this was the third consecutive winter in the same location, suggesting involvement of a single individual. Another Harris' Sparrow at Estes Park on for several weeks until December 23 was unusual for such an altitude in Colorado; there are only two previous records for the area. Two others were at feeders along the Animas R. at Durango all winter (OR). This is another repeat visit in an area where the species had been unknown. The Cassin's Sparrow reported last season (Am. Birds 25:86) remained all winter at the feeder in Evergreen in the mountains w. of Denver (WB). A Lapland Longspur was seen at Cedar City Jan. 20 (SM). A sizable flock of Snow Buntings, 175 or more, was seen near Harney L. at Malheur Refuge on Dec. 18; they have been only casual winter visitors here (WLA). On Jan. 21 many flocks were found on a high altitude plain near Bates Creek Reservoir in central Wyoming. This is a remote high-grass and low-sage plateau, elev. 7600 ft., which is the n. terminus of the Laramie Plains, almost never traversed by man in winter owing to deep snows and inaccessibility. One wonders whether this observation is of an unusual invasion or of a regular phenomenon never before observed. 

CONTRIBUTORS: -- John T. Annear, W.L. Anderson, C.R. Bryant, M. Back, A. Collister, L. F. Ela, P. Hall, G. Kashin, T. Kessinger, S. Murie, E. L. McLaury, L.D. Napier, M. Patterson, O. Reames, W. Reeser, Dr. O.K. Scott, Dr. W. Stone.


The Winter Season, 1970-71

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 

The winter of 1970-71 in the Northern Pacific Coast Region was both colder and wetter, with more precipitation in the form of snow, than normal. Mid-January brought severe cold and considerable snow; 39 inches of snow fell in five days at Vancouver, B. C., where the previously recorded heaviest fall for the entire month of January had been 37 inches. Subsequent rains melted the snow by the end of January, but brought the month's total precipitation well above normal. Temperatures and rainfall were about normal until the last days of February, when more cold and snow carried over into the first week of March. Signs of spring thus were few and late in the Region by the end of the report period. 

LOONS, GREBES, ALBATROSSES, SHEARWATERS, STORM PETREL -- A Yellow-billed Loon was seen from Dec. 31 to Feb. 22 at Bellingham (JD, ES, TW et al.); another at Westport, Wash., Jan. 17 was compared at close range with a Com. Loon (G & WH), a third bird of this species appeared at Ediz Hook, Clallam Co., Wash., Mar. 26 (M & DP;
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MPe). A concentration of up to 1000 Arctic Loons was at Active Pass in the San Juan Is., Mar. 20-22 (MS; WW); 2500 were recorded on the Bellingham Christmas Bird Count (infra "CBC"). Eared Grebes were found repeatedly on the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca and on Puget Sound this winter; one was at Tillamook, Oreg. for the CBC. A Laysan Albatross was seen and photographed on Feb. 23 approximately 175 miles w. of the Olympic Peninsula; either the same or another bird was seen the next day at a point approximately 100 miles to the n. and just 25 miles off Estevan Point, midway up Vancouver I. 
[image: ]
[image: ]Laysan Albatross, off the n.w. coast of Washington at 48° 00' N, 127 01' W, Feb. 23, 1971. Photo / R. Wayne Campbell 

(WC); copies of two photographs have been supplied for the National Photoduplicate File. A total of 4 Black-footed Albatrosses was seen in the three day period Feb. 22-24 in the same area of the Pacific Ocean; 54 Fulmars were also recorded on the same days there and in Queen Charlotte Sound (WC). A Scaled Petrel, apparently constituting the first record for this Region, found Feb. 23, 175 miles w. of the Olympic Peninsula was seen as close as 30 feet; the next day one was captured aboard ship approximately 30 miles s.w. of Estevan Point, with several photographs taken to record the singular event (WC); a photograph has been furnished for the National Photoduplicate File. Three Fork-tailed Petrels were seen in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and in the ocean to the W., Feb. 22-23; a Leach's Petrel was noted 175 miles w. of the Olympic Peninsula on Feb. 23 (WC). 
[image: ]
Scaled Petrel. Held by crewman of C.N.A.V. "Endeavor" at 49° 14' N, 127° 01' W, s.w. of Estevan Pt., Vancouver I. Feb. 24, 1971. Photo / R. Wayne Campbell 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS, HERONS, SWANS, GEESE -- A White Pelican was seen flying over the Skagit Flats, Wash., Dec. 9 (AB fide TW), and 1 was recorded on the Eugene CBC. 55 Brandt's Cormorants were seen in Nootka Sound, Feb. 24, while 365 more were on Discovery Passage n. of Campbell R., B.C., Feb. 26 (WC); up to several thousand birds of this species were noted at Active Pass in the San Juans, Feb. 18, Mar. 22 & Mar. 25 (MS, OS). A few Green Herons were seen through January in s. British Columbia and at Olympia, Wash.; one was near Medford, Oreg., Feb. 12 (fide OS). Com. Egrets were widely reported from w. Oregon through mid-January; one is belatedly reported to have been seen last winter 8 miles n. of Vancouver, Wash., Jan. 5, 1970
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(DPe fide PM). Three Black-crowned Night Herons were found at Agate L. near Medford on Feb. 6 (OS): a single bird was recorded on the Gold Beach, Oreg. CBC. A Cattle Egret was carefully observed and photographed 10 miles n. of Coos Bay, Oreg. Dec. 12 where it had been seen on each of the two preceding days (RM); a photograph has been made available to the National Photoduplicate File. Am. Bitterns were found on the Tillamook, Vancouver (infra B.C. unless noted), and Ladner, B.C., CBCs, with five individuals noted at the latter place; most of these individuals evidently spent the entire winter there (WW); single birds of this species showed up at Fern Ridge Reservoir w. of Eugene on Jan. 30 (GK & HN), at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. mouth on Mar. 13 (HN), and near Nehalem, Oreg., Mar. 20 (JBC). Whistling Swans wintered as usual in the Willamette Valley, along the lower Columbia R., and on the Puget Sound flats between Everett and Bellingham; there were scattered records from other localities. The wintering of a few Trumpeter Swans in company with Whistling Swans on the traditional wintering grounds of the latter is increasingly suspected by observers, but conclusive proof is lacking. A few Trumpeters do winter regularly in Skagit County, Wash., north at least to Duncan, B.C. A Brant was recorded near Anacortes, Wash., Mar. 6 (MS fide WW). Black Brant were passing through the Region in good numbers in March. An Emperor Goose appeared for the fourth consecutive year at White Rock, B.C. on Dec. 26 and was last seen on Feb. 5 (MS, WC et al.). A few White-fronted Geese were seen on the Seattle, Sauvie I., and Corvallis, Oreg. CBCs; 1 or 2 birds were seen at various times during the winter at Duncan, B.C., Reifel Refuge and Burnaby L. near Vancouver, and at Victoria. Some 27,000 Snow Geese spent most of the winter on the Skagit Flats, with scattered groups and individuals seen from western Oregon north to Vancouver. 

DUCKS -- The flock of Fulvous Tree Ducks seen near Coos Bay, Oreg. in February, 1970 and reported in the last winter season report are now thought probably to have been escapees from the Portland Zoo, 200 miles to the north. Four Com. Teal were reported this winter-l at Iona I. most of the season, 1 at Lummi Flats, Whatcom Co., Wash., in March, 1 at Victoria in February and March, and 1 at Duncan on Mar. 19 (fide WW); an apparent hybrid Common x Green-winged "possessing both a white stripe on the scapulars and a white vertical bar on the sides" was seen Mar. 30 at Iona I. (WA & BM fide WW). Seven Blue-winged Teal were found for the Ladner CBC. Eur. Widgeon were regularly found by most observers who took the trouble to inspect large flocks of wintering Am. Widgeon through the s. half of the Region. The Vancouver CBC recorded a surprising total of 76 Wood Ducks; a male was on the Harrison R., 70 miles e. of Vancouver on Feb. 6 (WW). A dozen Redheads were at Coos Bay Dec. 31 (HR) where 4 were found also on Mar. 8 (JO); 12 of these birds were at Bellingham and 4 were at Seattle for the CBCs. Single Tufted Ducks were noted from Victoria through February and March (ARD), Vancouver's Stanley Park on Dec. 31 (EM & BR fide WC), Iona I. on Feb. 8 (BM & EM fide WC), Seattle on CBC day, and Harrison Lake, B.C. on Mar. 21 (INC fide WW). A concentration of 600 Com. Goldeneyes at Point Roberts, Jan. 2 (MS & WW) was unusual. The Vancouver CBC recorded 3388 Barrow's Goldeneyes! An estimated 2200 Oldsquaw, a remarkable number for anywhere in this Region, flew by Point Roberts in the course of an hour on Mar. 14 (RD fide WC).

VULTURES, HAWKS, EAGLES -- A very few Turkey Vultures evidently wintered in the Willamette Valley, with individuals noted at Lebanon through December (WT), at Salem, Dec. 28 (JL fide GK), at Eugene, Jan. 19, and at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Feb. 24 (DG fide AL); individuals had reached s. Vancouver I. early in March (JC; ARD). There were 9 Goshawks sightings from the Vancouver-· Bellingham area this winter by numerous observers; birds were also seen at Duncan, B.C., Feb. 10 (JC) and at Troutdale, Oreg. Mar. 16 (JG). Cooper's Hawks were unusually prevalent at Medford throughout the winter (JH, OS). Red-tailed Hawks were well recorded on the Willamette Valley CBCs with 109 at Eugene, and 82 at Sauvie I. the maxima. Again, a bird thought by its observers to be a black Harlan's Hawk has been seen in the Region; this bird was found at Pitt Meadows, near Vancouver, on Feb. 13, 17 and 19 (JB, ND & RJ fide WW); one of the observers submitted a detailed and convincing statement, but verification of the occurrence of this species in the Region apparently still awaits a specimen. Rough-legged Hawks were seen from Duncan s. to Medford throughout the winter with the largest number apparently centered on Vancouver. Golden Eagles were unusually well reported, with single birds seen at Finley NWR s. of Corvallis, Oreg., Dec. 10 & 22 (CFZ) and near Victoria on Jan. 3 (VG), and with up to 7 birds being seen repeatedly in the Vancouver-Bellingham area through the winter. The prevalence of Bald Eagles increases markedly the further n. one goes in this Region; a few were seen in Oregon this winter, including one carrying nesting material near Ashland, Mar. 26 (OS); more were noted in Washington, but not until one gets to British Columbia are numbers like the 38 on the Harrison R. Feb. 6 (WW), 44 at Duncan, Jan. 20 to Feb. 15 (JC), and 26 opposite Comox, Feb. 26 (INC fide WW) encountered. Marsh Hawks were considered by many observers to have been more abundant than usual, particularly in s. British Columbia, 
n. Washington, and in Oregon's Willamette Valley. An Osprey at Tillamook for the CBC was extraordinary, as was the bird at Pitt Meadows 
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near Vancouver on Feb. 21 (GA fide WW); early arrivals of this species were noted at Duncan, Mar. 5 (JC) and at Medford, Mar. 25 (JH). Gyrfalcons were reported singly from Sauvie I. on the CBC, from the vicinity of Vancouver on Dec. 13 (JB & CT fide WC), and on Feb. 13 (MS et al. fide WW), and from Lummi Flats, Whatcom Co., Wash., from Feb. 21 (when 2 birds were seen) until Mar. 13 (R & EP, D&MP, TW et al.). A Prairie Falcon wintered on the upper Rogue R. at least until early February (MM fide OS). Peregrines in number up to six at anyone location were reported from twelve different areas, giving a total unmatched in at least six years. Pigeon Hawks were well reported only from the vicinity of Vancouver, Bellingham and Seattle. Sparrow Hawk numbers on CBCs conducted in the Willamette Valley were impressive. 

GAMEBIRDS, RAILS, CRANES -- A group of 24 Ruffed Grouse at Eugene which flew from a field into shrubbery at dusk on Dec. 12 (DG & LD) was unusual. Nine Gray Partridge were counted at the Victoria airport on Feb. 6 (ARD). Five Bobwhite on the Sauvie I. CBC were the first indication that a remnant of the introduced population of this species in n.w. Oregon survived the severe winter of two years ago. A few California Quail continue to be seen as far n. as Vancouver. A total of 210 migrating Sandhill Cranes passed over Ankeny N W R w. of Salem, Oreg. Mar. 18 (fide CFZ). The Ladner and Vancouver CBCs turned up Virginia Rails; 1 was still at the latter place Feb. 7 (fide WW); another was at Duncan, Dec. 27 (JC). The Medford CBC listed 22 Virginia Rails and 1 Sora. 

SHOREBIRDS -- Lone Semipalmated Plovers were seen on the Tillamook CBC and at the south jetty of the Columbia R. on Jan. 18 (HN). Killdeer were abundantly recorded on the s. Willamette Valley CBCs; an early nest for this species was again reported from the Finley Refuge on Mar. 20 (fide CFZ). A Ruddy Turnstone was at N. Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 5 (IR & WW fide WC) and Mar. 6 (WW); another was seen at Victoria on Feb. 18 (ARD). A total of 218 Com. Snipe was recorded on the Corvallis CBC. A Whimbrel was at Ediz Hook, Clallam Co., Wash., Mar. 26 (D & MP, MPe). Up to 25 Greater Yellowlegs at Westport on Jan. 17 (G & WH) constituted an unusual winter-time concentration. A Lesser Yellowlegs was seen at Iona I., near Vancouver, Dec. 5 (MS, WA fide WC). Rock Sandpipers at Victoria on Mar. 20 (MS & WW) numbered 35. Long-billed Dowitchers were surprisingly widespread at CBC time, being recorded at many places; numbers and frequency evidently decreased drastically after mid-January. W. Sandpipers showed up only on the Bellingham, Seattle, Sauvie I., and Gold Beach, Oreg. CBCs. The 15 birds at the latter place were the high count. Several observers thought from CBC data that Sanderlings were down from their usual numbers. A single N. Phalarope was at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. on Mar. 27 (RF, RK & HN). 

GULLS, ALCIDS -- It would serve no purpose to list all reports of Glaucous Gull sightings which were more numerous than ever before; suffice it to say that none of the records were from s. of the Columbia R. and that they covered the whole winter report period. Glaucous-winged Gulls followed the "Endeavour" on its oceanographic cruise in late February up to 200 miles offshore; Western and Herring Gulls did likewise (WC fide WW). A Franklin's Gull was again seen in the Region this winter, one turning up at Duncan Dec. 16-27 (JC). A few Bonaparte's Gulls wintered in the protected waters of Washington and s. British Columbia. An imm. Heermann's Gull at Sandy Point near Bellingham on Mar. 4 (AB fide TW) was most unusual. Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen in numbers offshore in the Pacific and in Queen Charlotte Sound Feb. 24 & 25 (WC fide WW); a few were seen at Oregon and Washington coastal points on five different dates in December, February, and March. Twenty Ancient Murrelets were seen at Victoria, Jan. 9 (VG). Apparently the first records of the Parakeet Auklet for British Columbia are the two individuals seen from "Endeavour" Feb. 24, 20 miles off Estevan Point, Vancouver I. The first bird was on deck but was not captured, while the second bird was closely studied from as little as 35 feet away (WC fide WW); attempts at photographs failed. 

PIGEONS, OWLS, HUMMINGBIRDS -- Up to 100 Band-tailed Pigeons wintered at Victoria (ARD). Mourning Doves were seen repeatedly through the winter in the Vancouver and Bellingham areas, which is unusually far north. Snowy Owls appeared in good numbers in the Bellingham-Vancouver vicinity in time for the CBCs, and were still being seen in late March; one somehow fell into a chimney at McMinnville, Oreg. from whence it was rescued, cleaned, and later released, according to a story in the local newspaper (fide GK). Two Snowy Owls were found in the dunes on the Oregon side of the Columbia R. mouth, Jan. 18 (HN). A Burrowing Owl was at Agate L. near Medford from Jan. 2 until mid-February (OS et al.); another was carefully studied at the Finley Refuge, Mar. 19 (fide CFZ). A Spotted Owl was heard Feb. 19 in the Skagit Valley (KS fide WW). Five Long-eared Owls are reported to have spent the winter at Westham I. near Vancouver (BD fide WC); 1 was on the Lummi Flats, Dec. 30, flying over the fields in company with Short-eared Owls (TW); still another was reported to have been found at Victoria on Mar. 19, the first there in decades; it subsequently died and is now in the Provincial Museum (DS). A Long-eared Owl was found dead on a road near Medford in mid-March (OS). Short-eared Owls were well reported this winter, particularly from Bellingham and Vancouver where 87 on the CBC 
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at the latter place topped last year's remarkable total of 70. Anna's Hummingbirds were seen repeatedly at Vancouver, B. C., all winter; from 1 to 3 were also seen at Seattle in February and early March, at Olympia in December, at Eugene on Jan. 30, and on the Portland, Gold Beach and Medford CBCs, 5 being noted at the latter place. Single Rufous Hummingbirds turned up for the Portland and Gold Beach CBCs, which is very extraordinary. 

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS, JAYS -- Single Yellow-shafted Flickers were recorded on the Vancouver and Bellingham CBCs, and at N. Vancouver on Dec. 30 and Jan. 31 (fide WW); 1 was collected at Medford, Feb. 23 (fide OS). Lewis' Woodpeckers were inexplicably rare again this winter, with only 35 at Medford for the CBC; single birds were recorded on the Sauvie I., Salem, and Corvallis CBCs while 1 was observed at Bellingham on Jan. 14 & 15 (fide TW). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the nuchalis race is said to have been photographed near Lake Ozette on the Olympic Peninsula, Mar. 25 (fide TW). A White-headed Woodpecker was found at Medford for the CBC, an unusual record for this Region. A Black Phoebe turned up on the same count, while another was recorded on the Gold Beach count. A Say's Phoebe was at Lummi Flats on Jan. 2 (JD fide TW), another was at McMinnville, Feb. 10 (JG), and still another was at the Finley Refuge on Feb. 13 (CFZ); 5 were counted in the Medford area the last few days of February (OS) where one had also been present for the CBC. An Empidonax flycatcher, thought to be a Western by the extensive yellow coloration on the underparts, was also found on the Medford count. A Tree Swallow was found at Vancouver for the CBC there! A Rough-winged Swallow appeared at Finley Refuge on Mar. 28 (CFZ). A Barn Swallow was seen at Boundary Bay on the early date of Mar. 30 (BH fide WC); another was seen at Finley Refuge the next day (CFZ). An early Cliff Swallow was at Reifel Refuge, Mar. 22 (BM & MS fide WW). A Blue Jay came to a Seattle feeder daily during January and February (RA fide DP). 

CHICKADEES, WRENS, MIMIDS, THRUSHES, KINGLETS -- Mountain Chickadees appeared on the Willamette Valley and Tillamook CBCs in unprecedented numbers, but were also found regularly at higher elevations during the winter. Com. Bushtits were more than usually common this winter in the Fraser R. delta (WW). Brown Creepers seemed to be more abundantly reported on CBCs than usual. Winter Wrens, too, were well recorded after being remarked last winter as being drastically down in numbers following the severe weather of 1968-69. A Rock Wren was found for the Medford CBC. A Mockingbird appeared regularly at a feeder in Brookings, Oreg. from Feb. 20 to the end of the period (RG); 2 Mockingbirds were at Gold Beach for the CBC. A Swainson's Thrush observed repeatedly and very close at hand in N. Vancouver Dec. 18-23, alleviates the usual skepticism accorded winter records of this species (WW, RW & IR). Another credible record for this species seems to have been made at Medford for the CBC. W. Bluebirds were well reported only on the Medford count with 346, although the 22 at Gold Beach is a good total for that location; 4 at Nehalem, Oreg. Mar. 13 (HN & WT) are of interest, too. A Mountain Bluebird was at Bellingham on Jan. 4 (WW); another was seen at Laidlaw, B.C. on Mar. 13 (AP fide WW). Townsend's Solitaires turned up singly at Victoria on Jan. 1 and Feb. 3 (ARD), at Vancouver on Jan. 7 (IR) and Feb. 29 (WA), at L. Oswego, Oreg., Jan. 3 (JBC), and at Medford, Jan. 26 (IH); 1 or 2 were also seen on the Vancouver and Bellingham CBCs with a few subsequently seen at Bellingham the rest of the winter (TW). Golden-crowned Kinglets seemed to be up in numbers on CBCs. Water Pipits were recorded on only four CBCs in the Region, with a few at Finley Refuge in early December and again on Jan. 13 (CFZ). 

WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, VIREOS, WARBLERS -- Bohemian Waxwings were reported sparsely only from Vancouver and from Bellingham with no reports of sightings after Feb. 3. It was another good year for N. Shrikes as a perusal of the CBC reports will bear out; numbers seemed reduced after mid-January in some places, with an increase noted again in March. Single birds were observed at Victoria on Dec. 5, Jan. 10 and Jan. 31, and at Duncan on Jan. 2 (VG). Two Loggerhead Shrikes were seen on the Dallas, Oreg. CBC, one in direct comparison with a Northern; a Loggerhead was also observed on the Portland CBC. Hutton's Vireos were recorded on many of the Region's CBCs; additionally, they were seen a number of times between Point Roberts and Point Gray, B.C. during the winter (WW) and at Victoria, Jan. 24 (MS & WW) and Mar. 14 (ARD); individuals also were seen at Elk Lake, B.C., Feb. 19 and Mar. 21 (MS). Orange-crowned Warblers appeared only on the Sauvie I. and Medford CBCs; first spring migrants were at Medford by Mar. 21 (OS). Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were comparatively little reported this winter; the usual March influx was hardly noticeable. Townsend's Warblers, too, were little noted, showing up on only a few of the CBCs in the s. portion of the Region. 

BLACKBIRDS, FINCHES, SPARROWS -- W. Meadowlarks are still very scarce on Vancouver I., less so on mainland s. British Columbia and n. Washington. Of interest are 400 Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Agate L., near Medford, Mar. 28 (OS). A Rusty Blackbird was at Lulu I. for the Vancouver CBC (JP fide WW), while 2 other male  were seen in the Vancouver area at Pitt Meadows on Jan. 23 (NO fide WC). Brown-headed Cowbirds were well recorded in the vicinity of Vancouver and Bellingham until early February; they were scarce or absent in the rest of the Region. Evening Grosbeaks' were sporadically recorded in the Puget Sound-Willamette Valley trough particularly early in the winter and then again in late March. Eight Pine Grosbeaks were at Sooke, Vancouver I., Dec. 27 (ARD); 1 was found on the Bellingham CBC (ZS et al.); a few were found in the Skagit Valley during the winter (KS fide WW). There was virtual unanimity among active field observers concerning the extreme scarcity of Pine Siskins this winter except at Terrace (FF) and in the Skagit Valley; CBC numbers were invariably described as low. Am. Goldfinches, on the other hand, were present in some numbers all winter at Vancouver and on s. Vancouver 1. Red Crossbills were also scarce except at Duncan where they were said to be plentiful (JC). Savannah Sparrows were recorded in numbers on CBCs in the Willamette Valley and at Gold Beach; 2 were also found on the Bellingham count; early migrants were observed Mar. 27 at LaPush (DP), Mar. 31 at Anacortes, Wash. (WW), and at Sea I., near Vancouver Mar. 28 (MS) where 1 had also been seen Dec. 5 (MS). Slate-colored Juncos were seen at Van­couver, Ladner, Bellingham, and Salem on the CBCs at Olympia on Feb. 18 (GH), and repeatedly in number up to 3 at the Finley Refuge through the winter (CFZ). From 1 to 3 Tree Sparrows were seen in various locales in and around Vancouver through the winter; 1 was seen at Victoria on Jan. 1 and 3 (VG et al.) and another was at Duncan from November until Feb. 21 (JC et al.); a Tree Sparrow was seen several times at Fern Ridge Reservoir w. of Eugene in late December and at the end of January (LM; GK & HN); a Tree Sparrow was also recorded on the Bellingham CBC. A number of Harris' Sparrows evidently spent the winter in the vicinity of Sauvie I. and Portland; 2 were found for the Vancouver CBC. Golden-crowned Sparrows seemed to winter in fewer than normal numbers. White-throated Sparrows were observed on the Seattle, Eugene, Tillamook and Gold Beach CBCs; additional single birds were seen at Samish I., Wash., Jan. 13 (fide TW) and in Vancouver's Stanley Park, Dec. 30 (BH & MS fide WC). Lincoln's Sparrows were recorded in numbers up to 8 on the Bellingham, Sauvie I., Salem, Tillamook, Eugene, and Medford CBCs; other sightings were 5 at Victoria, Jan. 23 (ARD) and 4 there Jan. 24 (VG); one at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. on Feb. 13 (HN) and one at the Finley Refuge Jan. 13, Feb. 6, March 6 and 31 (CFZ). Fifty Lapland Longspurs on Lummi Flats near Bellingham in early De­cember had decreased to 8 early in January (TW); 3 were at Victoria on Jan. 10 (ARD) and 6 were at Westport, Wash:, Mar. 20 (1G). Forty-five Snow Buntings were at Sandy Point, near Bellingham, Jan. 26 (DPe fide TW); 2 were at Victoria, Jan. 23 (VG) and 1 was there Feb. 1 (ARD), one was at Tsawwassen, B.C. Mar. 13 (WW), and 3 were at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. Mar. 27 (RK, HN et al.); additionally, 19 Snow Buntings were recorded on the Bellingham CBC, one was noted for the Vancouver count, and one was seen visiting a feeder by a competent observer Jan. 26 at Salem, Oreg. 

OBSERVERS -- Richard Amundsen; William Anderson; Genevieve Arnold; Alex Benedict; Jim Biggar; Wayne Campbell; Violet E. Cannon; John Comer; John B. Crowell (JBC); A. R. Davidson; Brian Davies; Neil Dawe; R. Drent; James Duemmel; Lauren Dunn; Roy Fisk; F. Frank; Robert Gettis; Jeff Gilligan; Daniel Gleason; Vic Goodwill; Barry Harman; Joseph Hicks; Glenn and Wanda Hoge; Rick Jerama; Ron Klein; Gordon Knight; Jack Lavallee; Allan Larrabee; Phil Mattocks; Bruce MacDonald; Tom McCamant; Merle McGraw; Larry McQueen; Ed Moody; Robert Mullen; Harry Nehls; James Olson; MaryLynn and Dennis Paulson; Richard and Ethelyn Payne; (DPe) David Pearson; (MPe) Michael Perrone; John Polson; Allen Poynter; Bill Rae; Hilda Reiner; Ian Robertson; Gerald Sanger; ZelIa Schultz; Mike Shepard; Edmund Stiles; David Stirling; Ken Summers; Otis Swisher; William Thackaberry; Colin Trefry; Terrence Wahl; Robin Weber; Wayne Weber; C. F. Zeille­maker; Mellie Zeillemaker.


Spring Migration, 1971

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Much of the Region west of the Continental Divide experienced a cool, wet, windy spring. Spokane had about twice normal precipitation in April, but had temperatures of about 2” above

Volume 25, Number 4  771

normal. At McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. the month was dry, with 0.22 in. of moisture, compared to the normal 0.48 in. The Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. was also dry, with 0.74 in., 0.34 in. below normal. Baker, Ore. appeared dry except for a rainy spell the third week, followed by cooler temperatures. Southern interior British Columbia was cool and wet. Missoula started out cool and dry but the last half of April brought moderating temperatures and much moisture. East of the Divide, Helena reported normal spring weather and Bozeman, relatively mild conditions. May appeared near normal in temperature in most areas west of the Divide but s. British Columbia and e. Washington as far southwest as far southwest as Walla Walla received unexpected amounts of precipitation and strong winds. Yakima, in the rain shadow of Mt. Rainier, was, as usual, mild and dry. Baker started out warm and dry but became rainy toward the end, with a destructive windstorm the third week. The entire spring at Prineville, Ore. was described as very cold and windy. Weather at Richland was described by Woodley thus: "In the 17 years that I have lived in e. Washington, I have not seen so much wind, cold, clouds, and rain as we have had this Spring, i.e., April and May." Helena and Bozeman continued the trend set in April. Indications were that the cool, wet weather delayed the migration at Spokane and Walla Walla. In the Bozeman area, while many early arrival dates for individual birds were recorded, the mild conditions appear not to have speeded up the main mass of migrants. While the weather delayed vegetation, it apparently resulted in quite ample moisture supplies, which are expected to produce excellent growth before the normally dry summer sets in. 

LOONS AND GREBES - First sighting of the Com. Loon was at Ennis, Madison Co., Mont., Apr. 4 (early). The species was first noted in e. Washington Apr. 17, when about 20 were seen on Banks L., Grant Co. (S.A.S.). Three species of grebes appeared in the Bozeman area on early dates: Eared, Apr. 18 at Three Forks; Western and Pied-billed, Apr. 25 at Harrison L. (RAH, WM & PDS). An unusually large concentration of 208 W. Grebes was on Helena Valley Reservoir near Helena on May 19. 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS AND HERONS -- At McNary Refuge 14 White Pelicans were sighted on Apr. 9 and 7 on May 19. At Ennis, Mont. the species' arrival was early, Apr. 10 (PDS & RAH). The 20 Double-crested Cormorants present at McNary Refuge in March dwindled to 7 in April; none were seen in May. The birds were first noted at Three Forks Apr. 12 (ETH & RAH). A Snowy Egret was reported present for several days in mid-May in the Gallatin Canyon near Bozeman (fide CVD) and another was noted at Stevensville, Mont. May 5 (CLB). Four Black-crowned Night Herons at L. Helena on Apr. 28 were the first seen there in four years. Some 20 17 had arrived at the usual nesting site at St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. by Apr. 10 (WH) and about the same number made up the colony at McNary Refuge. About Apr. 22 a White-faced Ibis was reported near Ennis, Mont. (fide CVD).

WATERFOWL - Whistling Swans appeared in most impressive numbers in the Baker area, where at least 500 were seen north of town and smaller flocks were reported in nearby localities. One bird was on Coeur d' Alene L. in n. Idaho on Jan. 30 but the first arrivals in the Spokane-Cheney area, Wash. appeared in February (WH). A movement of Trumpeter Swans was noted on Mar. 14 in the Bozeman area, where the species winters. A single White-fronted Goose was observed with Canadas at Sprague L, Sprague. Wash. on Apr. 8 (WH) and 1 was seen in the lower Yakima Valley (AR). One or 2 Snow Geese remained at the marsh just north of Reardan, Wash. to the end of May (S.A.S.). Single Ross' Geese were noted at Central Park near Bozeman on Apr. 17 (ETH, RAH & PDS) and at Walla Walla from Apr. 25 to May 9 (NFM & JRW). A female Black Duck, paired with a Mallard, was identified at Central Park in the Bozeman area and was the first record for the species there (PDS). An apparent hybrid male with body markings of the Am. Widgeon but the green head of a Mallard was seen on Apr. 3 and 7 at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont. (PLW). The peak duck number at McNary Refuge was 6000, over half of which were Mallards. That species peaked at 13,540 and Am. Widgeon at 650 at nearby Ringold Refuge. A record number of 5 Eur. Widgeon was reported for e. Washington, between Mar. 21 and Apr. 17 (WH; S.A.S.). Two Oldsquaws, presumably those seen on the Christmas Bird Count, were still on the Spokane R. east of Spokane as late as Mar. 24 (WH). 

VULTURES, HAWKS AND EAGLES--Turkey Vultures arrived on Apr. 14 (early) in the Bozeman area (JM). The earliest appearance in e. Washington was on Apr. 4 near Spokane (S.A.S.). Fair numbers of Ospreys were observed in n. Idaho. At least 10 were at Chatcolet L. May 8, and 7 or 8 occupied nests were observed along Priest R. (S.A.S.). A male Pigeon Hawk was seen flying around Tower Mt. just s.e. of Spokane on May 2 (S.A.S.). Four active Golden Eagle nests were being observed in the vicinity of Heppner, Ore. (KH). 
 An unusual concentration of about 17 Bald Eagles of various ages was reported in the Richland-Eagle Creek area east of Baker on Feb. 24 (LR& RH). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS - Five Sharp-tailed Grouse 
s.w. of Creston, Lincoln Co., Wash. on Apr. 10 were the most reported for several years (WH). Twenty-five or 30 Sage Grouse were observed on the strutting grounds south of Creston Apr. 10 &
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17 (WH, S.A.S.). Turkeys continued to be seen between Bozeman and Livingston where the species was introduced in 1968. 

CRANES AND RAILS -- Sandhill Cranes were first noted on Mar. 27 near Sprague, Wash. and displayed peak numbers, 2000–2500, April 10 & 17 at St. Andrews, Wash. (WH; S.A.S.). Six Virginia Rails were seen during spring waterfowl pair counts at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. 

SHOREBIRDS -- The migration of these birds in e. Washington was considered by Hall to be brief, and the species and individuals not numerous. Presumably high water levels were a contributing factor. The Long-billed Curlew, reported from many localities, appeared in the greatest number at Umatilla Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, s. of Richland, Wash. Some 50 were observed, apparently nesting in the sagebrush and grass, May 6 (NFM). A Willet was observed at the Nat'l Bison Range Apr. 15 (OK) and another was seen at Reardan, Wash. May 8 (FBH). Four species of shorebirds posted record early dates for the Bozeman area: Solitary Sandpiper, Apr. 28 (HC); Lesser Yellowlegs, Apr. 12 (HC); Baird's Sandpiper, Apr. 4; and Least Sandpiper, Apr. 17 (HC). Eight other species arrived on earlier-than-average dates there, and a Semipalmated Sandpiper May 9 at Three Forks was the first spring record ever for that area. At least 10 Long-billed Dowitchers stayed until the late date of May 28 at Reardan (S.A.S.). A lone bird strongly suspected of being a Short-billed Dowitcher was observed closely at Missoula May 18. 

LARIDS -- A Bonaparte's Gull at Huston L. near Prineville, Ore. May 23 was John Knox' first record for Crook Co. Two were seen at Sprague L. on the same date (JA). Forster's Tern arrived on the record early date of May 2 at Ennis, Mont. (PDS, RAH, JM & WM). 

OWLS, SWIFTS AND HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Pygmy Owl heard on Apr. 26 at Leanchoil, Yoho Nat'l Park, B.C. apparently was only the second recorded for the park (WCW). A Long-eared Owl was noted on May 17 near Clarkston, Wash. (MJP). A few Short-eared Owls were reported from e. Washington only. A Chimney Swift was observed carefully north of Manhattan, Mont. on June 2. This is the first local record (RLE). A migrating flock of 20 Vaux's Swifts was observed over Latah Creek near Spokane on May 15 (WH). Arrival dates for hummingbirds in the Spokane area were from one to two weeks later than normal, but the May 15 appearance of the Calliope was early for the Bozeman area. 

WOODPECKERS -- A Yellow-shafted Flicker was reported at the Bison Range May 2 (OK). Six White-headed Woodpeckers were counted at Boise Cascade Park in the Wenas Valley n.e. of Yakima (AR). Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were reported in winter and early spring at Bridger Bowl ski area east of Bozeman, where few records for the species exist (JP). 

FLYCATCHERS AND SWALLOWS -- The first E. Kingbird at Vernon, B.C. was seen on May 9, about five days earlier than average, and the first W. there was seen on the unusually early date of Apr. 17 (JB). First sighting for the latter in e. Washington, May 14, was very late. A Least Flycatcher was identified at Missoula on May 25. Arrivals of Traill's and Dusky Flycatchers and the W. Wood Pewee were also distinctly late in e. Washington. The Barn Swallow established a record early arrival date of Apr. 17 at Three Forks, Mont. Cliff Swallows were particularly abundant in the Clarkston, Wash. vicinity during May, when 500 were estimated on three dates (MJP). Perhaps these contributed to the buildup at Medical L., Spokane Co., Wash. where "thousands" were reported on May 30 (S.A.S.). At Missoula, all swallows seemed particularly scarce. 

JAYS AND CHICKADEES -- The Blue Jay that wintered at a feeder at. Spokane was not seen after Apr. 10 (VN & CS). The spectacular concentration of Clark's Nutcrackers in the Spokane-Cheney area had nearly vanished by the end of May-2 were noted on the 30th. About 10 Chestnut-backed Chickadees, the only ones reported, were seen at Heyburn State Park west of St. Maries, Ida. May 8 (S.A.S.). The Boreal Chickadee was noted only in Yoho Nat'l Park, where it is the most common species of chickadee (WCW). About 12 Common Bushtits were observed in Sumpter Valley near Baker, Feb. 23. 

NUTHATCHES AND WRENS -- A few White-breasted Nuthatches were noted in e. Washington only, at Ahtanum Ranger Station west of Yakima and a few other localities. Inexplicably, no Winter Wrens at all were observed in s. interior British Columbia. The only report for the species was of one singing in Heyburn State Park May 8 (S.A:S.). Bewick's Wren was reported from Cold Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Hermiston, Ore. on Apr. 24 and at Yakima (AR). 

THRUSHES AND WAXWINGS -- Seven reports mentioned sightings of W. Bluebirds, and nine of Mountain Bluebirds. The former species was not noted east of Missoula. A Sage Thrasher arrival on Apr. 12 matched the previous early record for Bozeman (RAH, LM & JM). Most Bohemian Waxwings had left before April. Flocks were moving north through the Okanagan Valley of s. British Columbia during late March and the first week of April. Cedar Waxwings, which wintered in more than usual numbers in some areas, had their numbers augmented in late May by the arrival of migrants. 

WARBLERS -- The warbler migration, with few exceptions, appeared about on time. May 12 for the Yellow Warbler at Bozeman was early (JM). At Dry Falls, Grant Co., Wash. on May 8 Myrtle Warblers were almost as numerous as Audubon's (FBH). The former is generally considered a 

Volume 25, Number 4  773

scarce migrant in the Region. A Hermit Warbler, seen May 29 at Boise Cascade Campground on Wenas Creek n.w. of Yakima, added a species new to that area (REW). A Black-and-White Warbler, a rarity in Washington, was closely observed along Crab Creek, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, about 8 miles n.w. of Othello (PM). A Yellowthroat at Heppner, Ore. on May 7 was distinctly earlier than the usual arrival dates for other parts of the Region (KH). 

FINCHES -- The Lazuli Bunting posted a record early date of May 12 at Bozeman (HC). Evening Grosbeaks, common to abundant in many localities during late winter, remained to the end of May in some places. Numbers dwindled sharply in the Spokane area but at Missoula they built up to a peak about May 20 and about 300 were counted in a limited residential area the last week of the month. In Washington the species apparently did not reach as far south as Pasco or Clarkston but a few were seen at Walla Walla. In Oregon they were present in late February at Heppner (KH) and remained at Baker to the end of May. A wave of migrants passed through the North Okanagan Valley on Apr. 24. The birds were very scarce in that area during the winter. Sizeable concentrations of Cassin's Finch were noted in several localities: west of Oliver, B.C., "about 40 seen at Sawmill L. and several other localities" (WCW); along Ahtanum Ranger Station Road west of Yakima more than 100 on Apr. 21 (AR), and at Spokane flocks up to 75 at feeders in April. Four Purple Finches were seen west of Three Forks, Mont. on Apr. 4 and an imm. male in full song was carefully identified on Mt. Spokane north of Spokane, May 29 (FBH). House Finches at Missoula appeared scarce in early May, perhaps because of nesting, but became more evident toward the end of the month. Mated pairs were noted in many parts of the city. Red Crossbills were practically unreported, with a few noted in the Spokane area only. 

SPARROWS -- The Green-tailed Towhee, reported only from the Bozeman area, was first seen on May 25 (RAH). Savannah Sparrows began arriving on Apr. 5 at Prineville, Ore. and seemed unusually abundant, being found nesting in areas not occupied in the past few years. Their numbers appeared to be down in the Spokane area. The uncommon Grasshopper Sparrow was reported at Vernon, B.C., Spokane and Clarkston, Wash. (MJP). Tree Sparrows, mentioned only for Missoula, were last seen there on Mar. 29. A Harris' Sparrow changing to breeding plumage was noted at Lavington, B.C. on Mar. 23. Presumably the same bird had attained full breeding attire by Apr. 18. The White-crowned Sparrow migration was, from an observer viewpoint at least, disappointing at most localities, with no large concentrations. At Spokane generally fair weather during the movement quite possibly sped their passage through. A Golden-crowned Sparrow was reported at Medical L., Wash. on May 5 (JA) and at Walla Walla 1 was seen Apr. 22, and 4 on the 23rd (NFM). Near Ellensburg, Wash., 2 of this species were netted on Apr. 29, and 3 the following day (PM). A White-throated Sparrow that wintered at a Spokane feeder left on Apr. 15 (RMW). McCown's Longspur, reported only from Three Forks, was first seen on Apr. 20 (early). Two or 3 Lapland Longspurs were seen south of Creston, Wash. on Apr. 17 (S.A.S.). A single Snow Bunting was seen near Missoula on Mar. 19 and 1 that had been dead for perhaps a week was found in a small field near a busy shopping center there, Apr. 20. 

CONTRIBUTORS (sectional editors, in bold face, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated)--James Acton, Eugene C. Barney: McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., J. Baumbrough, Carol L. Boyd, Joanne Brown, Helen Carlson, C. V. Davis, Maxine Eller: Yakima Valley, Wash., R. L Eng, James Grant, s. interior British Columbia, (RH) R. L. Hand: Missoula, Mont. area, Warren Hall, Eve T. Hayes, R. A. Hayes, K. Horn, F. B. Huston, D. Kitchen, J. Knox, J. Marchwick, Sid Martin: Helena, Mont. area, Phil Mattocks, Niel F. Meadowcroft, Louis Moos, Gerald Morsello: Prineville, Ore. area, William Morefield, Vee Nealey, Jean Perkins, Margaret J. Polumsky: Asotin and Garfield Cos., Wash., Art Renspie, Larry Roumpf, P. D. Skaar: Bozeman-Ennis-Three Forks, Mont. area, Connie Smedley, Spokane Audubon Society, Mrs. S. O. Stanley: e. Washington and n. Idaho, Ronald W. Stroh Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., Ann Ward: Baker, Ore. area, Wayne C. Weber, R. M. Wilson, John R. Winchell, Robert E. Woodley: Pasco-Kennewick-Richland, Wash. area, Maurice B. Wright: Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., Philip L. Wright.


Spring Migration, 1971

GREAT BASIN-CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Hugh E. Kingery 

With trepidation and anticipation I approach the reporting job on this diverse region of 425,000 square miles--15 per cent of the land area of the coterminous United States (more if you flattened out the mountains)--a vast area in which the distance between the two farthest points exceeds the distance between New York and Miami, and which stretches from farther east than El Paso to farther west than Los Angeles. This expanse is little known ornithologically, largely because it contains only 1 per cent of the population of the United States. It contains two principal topographical features-the s. Rocky Mountains in Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, and Idaho, and the Great Basin of Utah, Oregon, and Nevada. Drainage either drops into the sinks of Nevada and 
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Utah, or feeds every major river system in the w. United States. Major rivers which rise within the Region are the Snake, Yellowstone, Missouri, North Platte, South Platte, Arkansas, Rio Grande, and Colorado. Bird variety in the section is diverse, like the habitats; probably 60 per cent of the AOU species have been recorded here. Many are regarded as rare, but then bird observers in the area are also rare. Weather in the West this spring was cold and wet. Rains and snows swept through the Region throughout April and May, and the season culminated on Memorial Day weekend with a storm which brought snow from one end to the other beginning in California on May 25 and ending in Colorado and Wyoming on May 31. After the dry winter, the spring snows brought some mountain snow packs, such as the Sierra Nevadas, Calif., and Wolf Creek Pass, Colo., up to normal, and most others, like the Front Range, Colo., and the Wind River Range, Wyo., to above normal. Exceptions to the wet weather, the San Luis Valley and San Juan Basin in s. and w. Colorado, seem to be suffering from the same drought conditions now afflicting Texas and New Mexico. The cold, wet weather affected the migration in the Region, delaying it, reducing numbers, or causing the birds to pass right on by. In many areas, high waters caused the shorebirds to move through without stopping, while at the same time creating excellent water conditions in many wildlife refuges, and raising hopes for a fine crop of geese and ducks. Most important bird news of the Region erupted into national headlines from dead eagles found in Wyoming and then Colorado. Hopefully the ruckus will result in better protection of wildlife, nationally. Over 100 eagles, both Golden and Bald, died in the two states: 22 from poison, perhaps put out for four-legged predators; the rest from electrocution by ungrounded rural power lines. In Casper, the district attorney has charged 5 prominent men with crimes related to the poison deaths. The accused include a prominent stockman and a federal predator control agent. According to these charges, the men injected severe dosages of thallium sulfate into antelope carcasses, and then set them out on the range. Because of an inability to prove intent to kill eagles, the charges accuse the men of violating various game laws respecting, not the eagles, but rather the antelope. Stronger laws are needed, on a federal level, to protect against the unlimited and uncontrolled slaughter of eagles by stockmen operating on old-fashioned and unproven prejudices. The electrocuted birds, found near Worland, Wyo., Craig, Colo., and Greeley, Colo., had died over the past 3 years. After a similar instance in Utah some years ago, power lines were grounded. Audubon officials hope to solve the latest problem in a similar manner. A worse slaughter apparently strikes every spring at the Great Blue Herons and other fish eating birds along the Snake R. in e. Idaho. The herons suffer from a bad image with commercial, state and federal trout farms. Professor Charles H. Trost reports, "In the past and, I feel, still, there are an unbelievable number of herons, egrets, kingfishers, etc., slaughtered each year. I have a reputable report of 300 Great Blues killed at one hatchery near Buhl last year. The hatchery operators are very resistant to change. The commercial people do not have a license to kill (even though they still do it), but the federal and state people can legally do it they are 'protecting' public property. The herons may be more important to the public than the fish, however." 

LOONS, GREBES, HERONS, IBIS -- Com. Loons, not too often seen in the mountain area, appeared at Dubois, Wyo., Apr. 18 & 28, at Delta, Colo. Apr. 27, and at Antero Reservoir, near Hartsel, Colo., May 23 & 26 (C.F.O., MPS). Only 3 Red-necked Grebes were found during the spring at Rocky Point, Ore.; perhaps pressure from recreation boats and fishermen forced them to move on (JH). Eared Grebes peaked at 3000 and Western Grebes at 1200, in late April, at Stillwater Wildlife Management Area, Nev. Peak at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ore., at the same time, was 5200 Eared Grebes; W. Grebes, however, were 2 weeks later than usual (SF). White Pelicans numbered 200 at Lower Klamath Refuge Apr. 25. To the east of their Utah nesting grounds, pelican reports included 2 at Antero Res. May 11 (HEK) and 13 for a week beginning Apr. 23 at L. DeSmet, near Sheridan, Wyo.-the species had never been seen there before in spring, and never more than one bird seen in the fall season. A Green Heron wandered into Monte Vista N.W.R., Colo., the second week of May. Utah's most notable record of the season came from Logan: a Cattle Egret observed 3 miles w. of town on May 6 (Mike Dalton and Janet Young, fide KLD). Is this the first for Utah? This spreading species will probably soon venture into the n.w. states. The White-faced Ibis staged a noticeable migration,
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 and appeared at some unusual places. Reports included 2 at Sheridan May 3; 50 at Centerville, Utah, May 3 (WWB); 1 at Estes Park, Colo., May 5 (RD); 35 at Durango May 15; 25 at Blue Mesa Res., Gunnison Co., Colo., May 16 (ASH); 30 at Antero Res. Apr. 11 (BMM) and 24 there on May 23 (C.E.O.). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SWANS, GEESE, DUCKS -- After peaking at Malheur in March, most Whistling Swans left shortly after Apr. 1, and all had departed for their breeding grounds by May 7. In the east, where they are unusual, 2-3 birds stayed at Antero Apr. 11-18. Malheur's isolated breeding population of Trumpeter Swans, which apparently winters in California, maintained a steady population of 40-45 during the spring. Two Trumpeters stopped at Dubois May 18-25. Migrating White-fronted Geese reached their maximum numbers during the first week in April, with 200 at Modoc N.W.R., Calif., and 250 at Malheur. Snow Geese, which peaked at Malheur in late March, had dropped to 25,000 there by Apr. 1; all had left by May 7. While abundant in the w. part of the Region, this species is not frequent in the Rockies. Hence of interest are single birds reported from Sweitzer L. near Delta May 3-8: from Sheridan May 10; 1 which stayed for more than a month, Mar. 27-May 15 at Monte Vista N.W.R.; and the flock of 14 at Antero Res. May 11 (HEK) of which 1 remained May 26 (MPS). The Blue Goose, an infrequent visitor to Malheur, was observed twice, Apr. 8 and 16. Ross' Goose peaked at 100 Apr. 1 at Malheur, and like the Snow Goose, all had left by May 7. The wildlife refuges attract most of the waterbirds in this dry country, with Malheur the star attraction. There the Canada Geese population stabilized at 2900 at the beginning of the period; it included 1030 nesting pairs while the balance, of non-breeders, moved about the refuge. Ducks peaked during March and by Apr. 1, 107,000 remained, including 75,000 Pintail. By May 1 most of the Pintails had moved northward and the duck population dropped to 63,700. By the end of May the numbers had dropped to 45,000, primarily nesting birds. Blue-winged Teal arrived May 3, three weeks late, but other species varied little from the norm. At Modoc N.W.R., Calif., geese peaked at 1775 in the second week of April; many moved on, and they peaked again the last week of April. The Cackling Geese migrated through, leaving a summer population of 1300 Canada Geese. Ducks built up to almost 9000 the last week in April, with 3000 Shovelers, 1700 Cinnamon Teal, 1000 Pintails, and 700 each Buffleheads and Gadwalls. Total waterfowl present that week was 10,785 plus 3800 Am. Coots. Stillwater estimated its breeding population at 5 per cent of last year's level, and although water is good, nesting began late. The first Mallard brood appeared on May 18, two weeks later than last year's harbinger. Deer Flat N.W.R., Idaho, concentrates on nesting Canada Geese, and had counted 1209 goslings by the end of May. Heavy snowfall at higher elevations caused a sizable runoff during the nesting season, lessening available habitats. However it was not disastrous, as in 1969, because the high water occurred steadily throughout the season instead of suddenly in mid-nesting. "The number of nests over the past 20 years has remained about the same, but the number of young birds produced has increased by about 20 per cent. This would seem to indicate that the birds are not really trying harder, they are just getting more efficient." (EMB) Ducks stopped briefly, and only in small groups, around Cedar City, Utah. In Colorado, Monte Vista N.W.R. had 42,000 ducks and 1500 Canada Geese as its peak, the first week in April; 25,000 Mallards, 9000 Pintails, and 3500 Gadwalls comprised most of the total. Alamosa N.W.R., Colo., noted duck populations slightly below normal, with nesting slow to start (RLD). An estimated 20,000 Lesser Scaups and 1000 Redheads filled Antero Res. Apr. 11. The brand new Arapaho N.W.R., in North Park, Jackson Co., Colo., attracted more Pintails than anything else-390 on May 21. Its other high counts occurred May 28 with 350 Lesser Scaup, 325 Gadwalls, and 250 Am. Widgeons (RK). Outstanding duck records included Colorado's second record of the European Widgeon, carefully studied and identified by an experienced observer at Sweitzer L. near Delta on May 4. The bird was feeding with Canvasbacks, but did not stay (DAG). The Wood Duck, rare on the east slope of the Sierras, was seen near Mammoth, Calif., in May (JMF). The Greater Scaup, rare anywhere inland, was found at Sheridan during April. Barrow's Goldeneye made unusual spring appearances at Malheur-Apr. 13, 14, and 23--each time in different areas. The same species, commonest wintering duck at Dubois, left in mid May for its nesting areas. 

HAWKS, EAGLES, GROUSE -- Scattered reports of Goshawk, Sharp-shinned, and Cooper's Hawks revealed little about population trends, although the Goshawk has apparently disappeared as a nesting bird around Evergreen, Colo. A Red-tailed Hawk engaged in a dramatic courtship flight at Dubois Apr. 17, and a nesting pair was feeding young on the San Juan R. below Bluff, Utah, May 3 (RLB). Scattered reports of eagles throughout the Region lift some of the gloom from the appalling slaughter which occurred in Wyoming and Colorado. Golden Eagle nests were found at Stillwater and in the White Mountains, Calif. (JMF). Observations included several birds at Malheur, Sheridan, and Monte Vista; one at Canyonlands Nat'l Park Apr. 8 (GJH); 6 at Antero Apr. 11; 2 at Lower Klamath N.W.R. Apr. 25 (OS); 1 along the San Juan R., Utah, May 2 (RLB): 5 at McCoy, Colo. May 26; and 2 near Cisco, Utah May 28 (RLB). Bald Eagle reports, much fewer in number, came from 
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Dead Horse Point State Park, Utah, Apr. 7 (GJH) and 2 immatures were seen at Malheur Apr. 14; however they were missing from their usual patrol on the Wind River near Dubois. A few Osprey reports came in, although the population at Yellowstone Park is apparently declining (WWD). Reports included 4 sightings in April in the Lahontan Valley near Stillwater, where the bird is rare; 11 observations at Malheur, compared with 4 last year and 2 in 1969 (SF); 2 at L. DeSmet, Sheridan, hopefully searching for a nest site. Six sightings of the Peregrine Falcon came in: Apr. 11 at Cedar City; one each on Apr. 16 and May 16 at Malheur; one Apr. 2530 at Monte Vista; 1, or probably 2, at Lower Klamath Apr. 25, observed diving at a pelican, which emerged from the encounter undamaged; and 1 May 11 at Antero (HEK). The first Pigeon Hawk in 2 years was seen at Malheur Apr. 7 and 11 (SF). Blue Grouse are becoming scarce along the Front Range of the Rockies, at least around Eldora, Colo. However White-tailed Ptarmigan breeding densities are showing varied success, according to Colo. Game Fish & Parks Dept. studies relating to hunting and its effects on ptarmigan populations (CEB). Sage Grouse dancing grounds at Malheur emptied by mid May, but near Walden, Colo., the birds may suffer from an unusual setback: too many birdwatchers. A wildlife conservation officer worried publicly that the steady stream of dance-onlookers was frightening the birds from their intended achievements. 

CRANES, SHOREBIRDS, GULLS, TERNS -- Monte Vista N.W.R. attracted its highest number of Sandhill Cranes yet, 6121 on Mar. 7-13 (late report). Most of the Monte Vista birds go to Gray's Lake N.W.R., Idaho, where the birds appeared in usual numbers. At Malheur nesting began Apr. 7 and was largely completed by the end of May. Snowy Plovers, rare in the Colorado mountains, scurried along the shores of Antero Res. at least from May 11-31 (HEK, BMM, SG). This species arrived 3 weeks late at Malheur (SF). Three Semipalmated Plovers, first in several years, stopped at Parowan, Utah, Apr. 20 (SM); 3 turned up at Antero May 23 (SG, BMM). Black-bellied Plovers staged a relative eruption; uncommon anywhere in the Rockies, 18 were at Antero May 11 (HEK), and one remained there until May 23 (C.F.O.); 4 dropped down at L. DeSmet near Sheridan May 20. Malheur's spring count had 29, and at Stillwater, where the normal complement runs 10-15, a flock of 200 stayed for the last 3 weeks of April. In Utah shorebirds appeared only briefly, and apparently found the flooded river courses inhospitable, so that only small numbers were observed (SM, KLD). Around Pocatello, the Long-billed Curlew is declining, due to increasing agricultural use (CHT); however many were found at Warner Valley and Lakeview, Ore., as well as 50 at Klamath Falls, Ore., Apr. 6 (JH). Whimbrels appeared in the desert valley of Dubois: 2 on Apr. 11, 10 Apr. 18. During May, 4 Upland Plovers appeared at L. DeSmet4 times as many as ever before. Spotted Sandpipers made their earliest appearance at Dubois in 8 years on Apr. 18, were late elsewhere, but numerous throughout the Colo. Rockies, e.g., 70·80 at Estes Park in the aftermath of a May 25 snowstorm (RD). A flock of 14 Willets at Evergreen May 2 was a new locality record, and there were never so many nesting in swampy areas of the Warner Valley and Lakeview (JH). At the north edge of South Park near Como, Colo., 4 Greater Yellow legs put in an Easter appearance Apr. 11; but they had been at Monte Vista since Mar. 27. The 2 Knots at Stinking L., Malheur, on May 18 were the second record for e. Oregon (CL). Two Pectoral Sandpipers Apr. 26 at Sweitzer L. represent the first spring record for w. Colo., but 12 had already appeared at Dubois Apr. 12. An unusually high number of Long-billed Dowitchers -20 -stopped at Parowan, Utah, Apr. 29 (SM). One Stilt Sandpiper at L. DeSmet on May 24 was noteworthy. Near Delta, 15 Marbled Godwits on Apr. 20 & 25 represented unusually high numbers, as did Antero flocks of 25 Apr. 25 and 49 May 9. Wave-chasing Sanderlings seemed out of place at Blue Mesa Res., Gunnison Co., Colo., Apr. 25 (DAG), at Antero May 23 (BMM, SG), and during May at L. DeSmet. Am. Avocets had begun nesting by the end of May at Stillwater N.W.R., Lakeview, and Monte Vista. Two put in a rare appearance at Estes Park, Colo. on May 8 (RD). Black-necked Stilts appeared at their usual time at the nesting grounds at Stillwater, the first arriving on Apr. 5; they arrived 3 weeks early at Malheur (SF); and some were nesting at Lakeview in late April (JH); however the 7 at Monte Vista Apr. 24-30 and the 3 at Antero May 22-23 (C.F.O.) had strayed east of their usual migratory paths. Wilson's Phalaropes were scarce around Logan, Utah (KLD), and arrived late at Pocatello (CHT), but Monte Vista had its first on Apr. 24 and reported 4200 by Apr. 25. On May 11, 2 stray Northern Phalaropes mixed with several Wilson's at Monte Vista (HEK) and the same day a flock of 30 visited Sweitzer L. At Malheur 19 were counted on the spring count May 18. A California Gull colony was found at Antero (C.F.O.), probably the first between the Great Salt Lake and the eastern Colo. prairie. A check on May 26 found 100 nests (MPS). The Pocatello populations of this bird and the Ring-billed Gull are doing quite well, numbering in the 10,000's. Both are increasing: "With their opportunistic ways, they do well in a changing environment." (CHT). As at Pocatello, California Gulls in the Owens Valley, Calif., are multiplying. They are being nurtured by the lakes and dumps. Drilling for geothermal steam for power will begin in

Volume 25, Number 4  777

Mono L. this year; hopefully it won't interfere with the gull colonies on islands in the lake. Four Franklin's Gulls and 2 Bonaparte's appeared at Sweitzer L. Apr. 21. Several Caspian Terns visited Lower Klamath, with 25 on Apr. 17 and 5 on Apr. 25 (OS). A Black Tern May 14 at Gull L. was, surprisingly, the first in the Owens Valley. 

DOVES, OWLS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS -- Band-tailed Pigeon migration into Colorado came late, because of the cool, wet weather, but numbers remain about the same except in s.w. Colo. where diminished numbers apparently stem from the drought in the southwest (CEB). Mourning Dove populations remain equivalent to 1970 levels, but nesting was also delayed by weather (CEB). However they were slow to appear and slow to build up to their usual numbers at Alamosa (RLD). Doves first appeared in Evergreen May 1, and were unusually numerous at Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park during May (AC) and around Nederland, Colo., where they formerly were rare (GMS). The Barn Owl, scarce in Utah, returned to Salt Lake City during April (GK) and one appeared May 27 near Cedar City. The Burrowing Owl, suffering from increased agriculture around Pocatello, could muster only one pair each at two different colonies. At Logan, Utah, Short-eared Owls were "exceptionally abundant, possibly prospering on rodents that, after the high waters, were concentrated on the remaining high ground" (KLD). Mono Co., Calif., picked up its first record of a Vaux's Swift, a bird found frozen at Mammoth May 28 just after May's final snowstorm. Others, the first in 5 years, were seen in the Owens Valley at the same time. Thousands of White-throated Swifts massed in Cedar Valley, Utah, May 12-20: "driving across the valley, no matter where, they were overhead." (SM) Black Swifts, which often appear in fairly large numbers, were scarce in the same area, with only 3 seen, all on May 25. Observers with feeders notice the arrival of Broad-tailed Hummingbirds; they reported them variously early (Dubois, May 25, "climbing invisible ladders beside long stems of gooseberries"); normal but in half the usual numbers (Deer Creek Canyon, west of Denver, GB); and 2 weeks late (Eldora). A Red-shafted X Yellow-shafted Flicker hybrid appeared five times in April at Dubois and a Red-headed Woodpecker there was the third in 8 years. Williamson's Sapsucker arrived early at Evergreen on Apr. 3. 

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS, NUTHATCHES, WRENS, THRUSHES -- On Apr. 29 a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher on the Siloam Road west of Pueblo, Colo., had wandered a little north and west of its usual range (DS). Most flycatchers were later than usual: at Malheur E. Kingbirds, Traill's Flycatcher, and W. Wood Pewee arrived late; at Eldora only one Traill's and one Western had appeared by the end of May; the other scattered reports of other flycatchers came only during the last week of May, in low numbers at that. However the Gray Flycatcher is again abundant at Calun L. and along Route 131, Ore. (i.e., 12 in 7 miles JH). The exceptional record, however, is a Vermilion Flycatcher in South Park, near Jefferson, Colo., from May 15-23, verified by photographs (CH). It is the fourth record for w. Colorado. In contrast to flycatchers, swallows seemed unusually early and numerous throughout Colorado (except Evergreen) and Wyoming. Violet-green Swallows were numerous around Delta in late April, Durango, Colo., May 15, McCoy, Colo. May 26, and they came early to Dubois on Apr. 16; yet they were late at Evergreen, with the first record on May 16. Tree Swallows flocked even more commonly, starting with one winging over the snowy top of the Vail, Colo., ski area Apr. 9 (HEK), to include the third earliest date at Dubois Apr. 10, flocks of 200 or more on Apr. 11 along the Colorado R. at Radium and State Bridge, Colo.; large numbers at Delta during late April and early May, including 485 May 8; continuing flocks during May moving north along the Blue R., Summit Co., Colo., and flocks of 360 May 11 and 200 May 23 at Antero. Malheur counted a peak of 2600 Tree Swallows Apr. 19. Two female Purple Martins observed for 15 minutes at Malheur were the first there in 53 years (WA). Clark's Nutcrackers frequented the Piñon Pines of Natural Bridges Nat'l Mon. during May (GK). Black-capped Chickadees may be spreading to the high country, with an attempted but unconsummated nesting at 9400 ft. in Summit Co., Colo., begun May 22. Red-breasted Nuthatches presented a spotty picture, appearing daily at Evergreen during April, becoming common in the lodgepole pines in Summit Co., in late May, while seen only twice, during May, at Dubois, once at Cheyenne May 17 (MH), and not at all at Sheridan. The Pygmy Nuthatch showed up at Buffalo, Wyo., an unusual location for this rather sedentary species (TK). Brown Creepers were more evident in Summit Co., singing more than usual during May. While the Long-billed Marsh Wren nests at Monte Vista and Alamosa, its appearance near Delta Apr. 28 and May 8 was unusual for w. Colo. A Canon Wren May 1 at Gunnison, Colo., was the only one for the county in 20 years (ASH). Malheur saw its first Mockingbird in 2 years on May 8 (SF). Flocks of 158 and 134 Robins massed during snowstorms at Dubois Apr. 18 & 25. The Hermit Thrush came back to Malheur 16 days earlier than ever before, on Apr. 7, but Swainson's Thrushes arrived a week later than average (SF). Observers saw no W. Bluebirds at Evergreen, while at Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park record numbers appeared during May, including 216 counted on May 15 (RD, AC). A dozen Golden-crowned Kinglets frequented the forests of Summit Co. May 30-31; spring and summer status 
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in the Colo. mountains is uncertain. By Apr. 18 some Ruby-crowned Kinglets were establishing territories at their nesting grounds in Summit Co., even as dozens of others migrated through the Blue R. Valley below and on the plains at Denver and east, for another month. 

PIPITS, WAXWINGS, VIREOS, WARBLERS -- Water Pipits presented a mixed bag: they were missed at Eldora; 8 appeared Apr. 19 at Dubois; and the several flocks during May in Summit Co. were later than last year. One at Monte Vista May 1 constituted a new record for the refuge (NH). The only Colorado report of Bohemian Waxwings came from Summit Co. Apr. 10-11, and the birds had left Sheridan by April. Cedar Waxwings remained at Sheridan all through the season, and turned up May 26 at both McCoy and Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park (RD). Vireos were late with none reported during the period except at Malheur, where the Solitary was 2 weeks early and the Warbling was one week late (SF). The warbler migration in this part of the West is never spectacular, but warblers arrived early at Durango and late at Pocatello (CHT). Both a Black-and-white and a Tennessee Warbler wandered into Bear Creek Canyon west of Colorado Springs on May 22 and May 1 respectively (SG). The same two species were much more notable at Malheur, where 2 Black-and-white Warblers May 18 made the third record for the refuge and probably the third for Oregon (SF). The Tennessee Warbler there was banded on May 31, for Oregon's sixth record (CL, WA, ELM, SF). A Tennessee Warbler also appeared at Dubois May 31. Most abundant migrant warbler in the West is the Audubon's Warbler, which was early at Durango Apr. 10 and at Dubois Apr. 23, but late at Estes Park May 8 (RD). In the Cedar Valley, where it usually is abundant, it passed through only in modest flocks. At Cheyenne 15 migrants lingered on May 27 (MH). Two Black-throated Gray Warblers at Logan May 22 were notable (Richard Paul, fide KLD), as were 2 Blackpoll Warblers at Durango May 8, the first in La Plata County. 

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS, FINCHES, SPARROWS -- A Bobolink ventured to Manitou L north of Woodland Park, Colo., May 22 (SG). The Orchard Oriole, rare anywhere in Wyoming, was found in Cheyenne May 27, for that city's first record (MH, OKS). A Rusty Blackbird, unusual at any time in the West, visited Pocatello on May 1, for Idaho's second record of the species (CHT). Com. Grackles were counted 20 times during the period and 2 were found in Estes Park May 27, where they have been limited in numbers (AC). This species shows signs of spreading westward, with the potential of repeating its Denver feat, where it has evicted the Brewer's Blackbird from its conifer nesting sites and banished it from that plains city. Cowbirds seem exceptionally numerous in Logan (KLD) and McCoy, and appeared early at Delta on Apr. 23. A second record for the Estes Park area was a Scarlet Tanager May 25-30 (WR). The late May storm trapped unprecedented numbers of W. Tanagers in lower Mono Co., California. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Pocatello May 28 was apparently a new bird for Idaho. That bird staged a mini-invasion of Colorado, with reports of 2 at Beulah May 11-18 (DAG) and single birds at Grand L May 22-23 (GB), and Gunnison May 30 (one or two appear there every spring-ASH). An Indigo Bunting strayed west to Dubois May 23-28. Observers throughout the mountains commented on the Evening Grosbeak. At Durango, where spring counters totaled 2041 May 18, the grosbeaks made so much noise it was hard to hear other birds. While they left Monte Vista May 20 (SOS), they continued through the end of the period at Durango, Logan (RMB), Evergreen, Sheridan, and Dubois. Migrating Cassin's Finches swarmed through Durango all through the spring. They were daily at Evergreen through May 17, peaking at 84 on Apr. 10. Rosy Finches lingered low in Colorado and Wyoming. The Gray-crowned stayed through May 15, and one Black still remained on May 18 at Estes Park (AC, WR), while 5 Blacks remained at Dubois until May 23. Five hundred Brown-capped visited an Estes Park feeder on the late date of May 15, and some remained in that yard through May 25 (AC); they returned from the high country to Eldora three times in May, the last time on May 17. Observers noted no Red Crossbills at Evergreen or Estes Park, although a few birds were noted in Summit Co. and Sheridan. A 1970-banded Green-tailed Towhee returned to Evergreen May 14, and the species appeared at Malheur the earliest ever, on May 2 (SF). The Rufous-sided Towhee, rare as high as Estes Park, appeared there on the early date of Apr. 5 (Lois Matthews, fide AC). Savannah Sparrows came early to Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, with 2 at Beaver Meadows Apr. 12 and 25 at L Estes May 20 (RD). Surprising numbers were also counted at Antero, with a peak of 250 on May 23. Evergreen's Cassin's Sparrow finally left on May 13 (Miriam Marshall, fide WWB). A Black-throated Sparrow on May 1 was new to the Monte Vista N.W.R. list (NH), and the bird's appearance at Durango was the first record there in recent years (Tom Frizell, fide OR). Juncos staged a heavy migration during April in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, with the Oregons gone by Apr. 24 (AC), but further south, 9 lingered through May 15 at Durango. A Tree Sparrow near Estes Park on May 15 represents a very late date, one of the latest for Colorado (WR). Feeders held 2 stray Harris' Sparrows through May 17 at Durango (Elva Fox, fide OR), and into May at Dubois. Fox Sparrows are more widespread in the Colorado mountains than formerly. They returned Apr. 18 to Eldora, where they breed along Middle Boulder Creek, and 6 
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singing males held forth along the Blue R., Summit Co., during late April and May. The Chestnut-collared Longspur, a Great Plains species, straggles into the mountains, and an exhausted bird near Green Mountain Res., Summit Co., was a first county record. The bird is reported as a regular though uncommon migrant at Gunnison, Colo., where half a dozen birds stopped on Apr. 24 (ASH). 

AREA CONTRIBUTORS -- Antero Res., Colo.: Blaine M. Marshman; Cedar City and Cedar Valley, Utah: Stewart Murie; Delta, Colo.: David A. Griffiths; Dubois, Wyo.: Mary Back; Durango, Colo.: Oppie Reames; Eldora, Colo.: Gail M. Shickley; Evergreen, Colo.: Winston W. Brockner; Gunnison, Colo.: A. S. Hyde; Malheur N.W.R., Ore.: Eldon L. McLaury; McCoy, Colo.: Margaret Ewing; Mono County and Owens Valley, Calif.: John M. Finkbeiner; Monte Vista N.W.R., Colo.: Charles W. Bryant; Pocatello, Ida.: Charles H. Trost; Sheridan and L. DeSmet, Wyo.: Tom Kessinger; Stillwater Wildlife Management Area, Nev.: Larry D. Napier; Summit Co., Colo.: Hugh E. Kingery. 
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Spring Migration, 1971

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 

The spring of 1971 was both colder and wetter than average. An extensive snow pack in the Cascades thus was subject to a gradual melt without creating flood conditions. Plenty of snow remained at the end of the report period. Unusual records for the Region were the four species of shearwaters recorded off the S.w. Washington coast in early May, a Ross' Goose at Leadbetter Point, Wash. May 8, the Spotted Redshank seen again at Reifel Refuge, B.C., a Black-necked Stilt at Sea. 1. near Vancouver, and the Allen's Hummingbird which appeared at Victoria. 

LOONS, GREBES, PELAGICS, HERONS - A late and heavy migration of Com. Loons passed Ocean Shores, Wash. May 28 (GH). A few Arctic Loons were seen moving north of Newport, Oreg. the same day (HN & MS). A Red-throated Loon was at Pitt L. and 2 more were in the Pitt R. east of Vancouver, B.C. Apr. 12 (WW). Three Red-necked Grebes were still on Yaquina Bay at Newport Apr. 16 (MS & CFZ). Two Black-footed Albatrosses were seen out of Westport, Wash. May 9 (HN et al.). Four Fulmars were seen on a boat trip from there a week earlier (TW). Five Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen May 2, and up to 20 May 9 from Westport (TW; MPe, HN et al.). A Pale-footed Shearwater in company with Pink-footeds was seen close aboard, 38 miles at sea May 9 (RF, HN et al.). Many more Sooty Shearwaters were seen on the May 9 trip than had been found on the preceding week. Up to a dozen Slender-billed Shearwaters in company with Sooties were attracted to the boat by chumming 42 miles out of Westport May 9 (HN, MW et al.). Six Fork-tailed Petrels were seen off Westport May 2 (TW). A Green Heron was noted at Victoria, where the species rarely occurs, May 29 (ARD). A Com. Egret was found on a coastal island near Bandon, Oreg. May 23 (CFZ). Single Am. Bitterns were found at Vancouver Apr. 18 (WW) and at Leadbetter Pt. Wash. May 8 (RF, GK & HN). 

WATERFOWL - A Whistling Swan at Baskett Slough N.W.R. near Salem, Oreg. May 1, 6 others at Wm. L. Finley N.W.R. near Corvallis May 18, and 3 at the Nooksack R. delta, Wash. May 31 (CFZ; TW) all were late records. Canada Geese and Black Brant migrated through the Region in good numbers this spring; 90 of the latter were still at Newport, Oreg. May 29 (HN, MS). 36 White-fronted Geese were late at Finley N.W.R. May 10 (CFZ), while a single bird and the 2 Snow Geese found at Newport May 29 (HN) were very late. A Ross' Goose was carefully identified at Leadbetter Pt. on the surprisingly late date of May 8, in company with birds of the cackling race of Canada Geese (RF, GK & HN); this record seems to be a first for this Region, although evidently Malheur N.W.R. in s.e. Oregon is a regular stopover on the spring migration route of this species. Single Com. Teals were noted at Tsawassen, B.C. Apr. 11 (WC, fide MSc) and at Victoria Apr. 18 (ARD). A pair of Cinnamon Teals was at Victoria May 15 (ARD) and 1 was at Kent, Wash. May 16 (VC & DJ). A Eur. Widgeon was seen at Victoria Apr. 25 (ARD). Two Redheads were found at Ocean Shores May 28 (GH). A lone male Canvasback at L. Sammamish, King Co., Wash. May 7 (DP & MP) was late. Seventeen Bufflehead at Duncan, B.C. May 24 (JC) are of interest. Two Oldsquaw were still at Hoquiam, Wash. on the late date of May 28 (GH). Eight Com. Scoters at Cape Flattery, Wash. May 23 (OP), and 2 at Newport, Oreg. May 29 (HN et al.) were late; the 30 or more birds at the s. jetty of the Columbia 
R. Apr. 18 (HN) was an unusual concentration. The 8 Ruddy Ducks at Duncan, B.C. May 31 (JC) also are of interest. 

HAWKS, EAGLES -- A Goshawk was recorded near Aberdeen, Wash. May 1 (DPe & PM). A Swainson's Hawk was carefully observed at White City near Medford, Oreg. May 12 (MM, fide JH). A Golden Eagle was noted at Victoria Apr. 19 (ARD). Bald Eagles were seen at Vancouver Apr. 17 & 18 (WW); a subadult was at Fern Ridge Reservoir w. of Eugene, Oreg. May 23 (fide LM). Osprey was more reported this spring than in at least ten years, records coming from n. Washington and s. Vancouver I. south through the Willamette Valley; it remains an uncommon bird in this Region. Peregrine Falcons were noted at Reifel Refuge near Vancouver Apr. 18 (WW), at Destruction I., Wash. May 7 (PM), and at Mukkaw Bay, Wash. May 23 (DP). Single Pigeon 
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JOSEPH VAN WORMER proves that fine nature photographers are scattered for and wide across the continent. Joe Van Wormer's home is Salem, Oregon, and his work keeps him behind the viewfinder in the Pacific Northwest and other western states east to Missouri. A photographer of birds since the age of 25, he has been a professional for the last 23 years. His specialty is mammals, but he has captured more than 100 species of birds on film. Six books of his have been published, entitled, in series, "The World of the Bobcat," … "of the Coyote," ... "of the Canada Goose," ... "of the Black Bear," ... "of the American Elk," and, … "of the Pronghorn." Joe's arsenal includes a Nikon F with motor drive, blinds occasionally, and gunstock frequently, with lenses from wide angle to 640 mm. The 300 mm is "most used," Joe uses Kodachrome for color, Tri-X and Panatomic-X for black and white, and processes the latter only. The California Quail was photographed near Bend, Ore., with Nikon F, 640 mm Novo flex, at 1/1000 second at f:16. The camera was on a tripod, remote controlled from a blind. 
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LEONARD LEE RUE, III is truly a professional in the realm of nature photography. He specializes in mammals, but birds and '"anything outdoors" is of interest to him. In the past 20 years he has written and illustrated 12 books such as "The World of the White-tailed Deer," … "of the Beaver," ... "of the Raccoon," and "A Pictorial Guide to the Birds of North America," He has traveled all over the world, photographing, lecturing, and writing about wildlife, and has seen his photographs in thousands of magazines in 18 countries. He has taken over 110,000 photographs. Rue uses Alpa, Hasselblad and Rollei cameras, with lenses from 24 mm to 600 mm. His equipment includes strobes and tripods of various sizes, motor drive, radio control, and blinds. He uses Ektachrome X, Plus-X, and Tri-X Pro film. He processes his black-and-white film in Accufine. The "Loon on Nest" was taken at Wonder Lake, McKinley Park, Alaska, in 1966, with a Hasselblad camera. Exposure was 1/250 second at f: 16, in available light. A 250 mm lens was used. 
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THOMAS W. MARTIN enjoys a growing reputation in the Northeast as a nature photographer, but it is time his fine work was more widely recognized. Although a diemaker by trade, and "not really a professional" his photographs have appeared in numerous textbooks, and he is a popular lecturer on natural history. As for equipment "I have used them all, from glass plates and view cameras to the 35 mms. of today." His favorites now are Nikon and Leicas, with Nikon and Kilfitt lenses. A good surveyor's tripod and a sizable mirror to open up shadows are essential. Tommy uses his diemaker's skills to create his own special equipment, micro-focusing beds, gun stocks, lens mounts, mounting cradles, vibration dampers, and such. He often sits covered with a piece of army surplus parachute cloth for a blind. The Harris' Sparrow was shot at Monhegan I., Me., using the Nikon with 400 mm Kilfitt lens. Exposure 1/250 second at f:ll on high speed Ektachrome. Tip: "I work from 5:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. when the sun is at a low angle. Then again from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. if sunlight permits." 
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Hawks were seen at Seattle Apr. 9 (DP & MP) and at Leadbetter Pt. May 1 (DPe & PM). 

QUAIL, CRANES, RAILS -- A California Quail was at Pt. Roberts, Wash. Apr. 12 (WW). A flock of 70 Sandhill Cranes at Ankeny N.W.R. near Salem, Oreg., May 3 was late arriving (fide CFZ). A Sora was found at Victoria May 2 (fide ARD); another was at Ft. Stevens State Park w. of Astoria, Oreg. May 22 (HN). 

SHOREBIRDS -- The 80 Semipalmated Plovers at Leadbetter Pt. May 8 (RF, GK & HN) comprised a good count and seem also to. have .coincided with the migration peak for this species. Eight Snowy Plover were at the same location May 1 (TW). A single Am. Golden Plover was found at Boundary Bay, B.C. Apr. 24 (WC, fide MSc). A concentration of 55 Ruddy Turnstones at Oysterville, Wash. with 20 more at Leadbetter Pt. May 8 (RF, GK & HN) was an unprecedentedly high count. A Long-billed Curlew was found Apr. 25 at Sea I., near Vancouver (fide MSc); another bird of this species was seen Apr. 28 at Samish I., Wash. (fide TW). Whimbrel were seen in flocks up to 60 along the coast and on s. Vancouver I and in n. Washington from the last week of April until the end of the period, making for a notable migration. Two Solitary Sandpipers were observed at the Finley N.W.R. Apr. 18 & 29, where a single bird was also present Apr. 30 (CFZ). Wandering Tattlers were recorded at favored localities on the coast and on the Straits of Juan de Fuca in numbers up to 10 throughout May. A Willet was at Yaquina Bay near Newport. Oreg., May 29 (HN). There was only one report of a Lesser Yellowlegs, that being of a single bird at Toke Pt. Willapa Bay, May 8 (RF, GK & HN). The Spotted Redshank found and seen by many last fall at Reifel Refuge seems to have returned there for the first week of May in company with dowitchers' it was seen by a number of observers (fide MS). Knot seem to have concentrated in unusual numbers at the n. shore of Willapa Bay and at Gray's Harbor the last of April and the first week in May when several hundred birds were counted on three occasions by different observers. Three Rock Sandpipers were still at the Tillamook Bay, Oreg. jetty Apr. 24 (RF & HN); 5 were at Ocean Shores May 1 (GH), and 2 were at the Westport, Wash. jetty May 9 (HN, MW et al.). A Pectoral Sandpiper at Sea I., B.C. Apr. 27 (MSh, fide MSc) constitutes a rare spring record for the Region. Dunlin still at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. totaled 300 on May 22 (HN) and 2 birds at Baskett Slough w. of Salem May 31 (CFZ) were late. Three Marbled Godwits were discovered at Toke Pt. May 8 (RF, GK & HN); another was found at Newport May 29 (HN). A Black-necked Stilt was found and photographed at Sea I., B.C. May 13 (WC et al. fide MSc). Up to 4 Red Phalaropes were seen on the ocean off Westport May 2 & 9 with several thousand N. Phalaropes; 2 Red Phalaropes were seen at Destruction I., Wash. May 8 (PM) where an estimated 3000 N. Phalaropes were also present. The flight of N. Phalaropes along the Oregon and Washington coasts in late April and through May Was very heavy with thousands of individuals streaming northward at Barview, Tillamook Co., Oreg. Apr. 24 and at the Columbia R. mouth and Westport May 8 & 9. Four Wilson's Phalaropes were at the Finley N.W.R. May 27 (CFZ). 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS, ALCIDS -- Up to 4 Pomarine and 4 Parasitic Jaegers were seen out of Westport on the May 2 and May 9 boat trips. Two Parasitics were in Bellingham Bay May 19 (TW). A Glaucous Gull was found at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. Apr. 16 (CFZ & MS; DPe); another was seen at Ocean Shores, Wash. May 1, where 2 birds also were discovered on the late date of May 28 (GH). As many as 600 subadult California Gulls were at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. May 22; up to 200 were also noted in the Newport area a week later, suggesting that the non-breeding population drifts northward along the coast in spring while adults make their way to the inland breeding sites. Bonaparte's Gulls were present by the thousands in the waters of n. Washington and around s. Vancouver I. in early May. Several hundred in a day were seen on numerous occasions during May along the n. Oregon and s.w. Washington coasts, the 400 at Yaquina Bay May 29 (HN & MS) and the 800 or more at Hoquiam, Wash. May 28 (GH) being particularly noteworthy. Migrant Black-legged Kittiwakes also were well reported from the same areas during the season, with particular concentrations being at the n. jetty of the Columbia R. May 8 where up to 500 birds were counted (RF, GK & HN) and at Ocean Shores May 28 where 100+ birds were noted (GH). Six Sabine's Gulls were seen out of Westport May 2 (TW), with 1 seen on the boat trip from there the following week (MPe); 1 was seen at Victoria May 26 (Rfr, fide ARD) and another was found at Blame, Wash. May 31 (AB, fide TW). Com. Terns were regularly seen off the s.w. Washington coast in numbers up to 100 in a day during the first three weeks in May; 40 were at Iona I., B.C. near Vancouver May 1 (AP, fide MSc). Eight Caspian Terns were at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. Apr. 18 (HN); a single bird was on the Willamette R. near Corvallis Apr. 23 (fide CFZ). Two Black Terns were at Baskett Slough w. of Salem May 27 (fide CFZ); another was at Hoquiam May 28 (GH). An estimated 150 Tufted Puffins were present at Destruction I., Wash. May 7-9 (PM). 

OWLS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Snowy Owl was still at Iona I. Apr. 10 (WA & RB, fide MSc). A Spotted Owl was flushed from high up in a stand of dense lowland Douglas fir at a spot 7 miles n.e. of Roy, Pierce Co., Wash. Apr. 10 (DP). Eight Black Swifts appeared at Victoria May 15, where 1 was seen also May 23 (ARD); 
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12 were at N. Vancouver May 25 (AP, fide MSc), and 2 were at Fern Ridge Reservoir w. of Eugene May 30 (LM). Eight Vaux's Swifts at Corvallis Apr. 15 (RK) were very early, while the 4 at Deception Pass, Wash. Apr. 24 (MPe) also were early; 20 were seen migrating over the dunes at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. May 22 (HN). For the fourth consecutive year pair of Black-chinned Hummingbirds were at Shady Cove. Oreg. on the Rogue R., arriving this year Apr. 30 (MM, fide JH). An Anna's Hummingbird is said to have come to a Eugene feeder Mar. 15-Apr. 22 (LM); another bird was seen at Medford Apr. 27 and May 1 (OS). Calliope Hummingbirds repeatedly visited the McGraw feeders in Shady Cove during May (JH); a single bird showed up near Lebanon, Oreg. during the first week in May (WT). Broad-tailed Hummingbirds also showed up at the McGraw feeders for the fourth year in a row, appearing Apr. 26 (MM, fide JH). A male Allen's Hummingbird was color photographed at a feeder in Victoria from May 22 to the end of the period (JBT & KT, fide ARD). 

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS, WRENS -- A single Lewis' Woodpecker was seen at L. Sammamish May 6 (MP). W. Kingbirds were seen at Victoria May 1-17, at Finley N.W.R. May 1, 2, 18 & 21 (CFZ), at Sauvie I. near Portland May 9 (JO et al.), at Cape Blanco, near Port Orford, Oreg. May 23 (CFZ) and repeatedly in the Eugene area after May 15 (LM); in aggregate these sightings constitute an unprecedented series of occurrences in this Region. Black Phoebes again nested at Applegate on the Rogue R. this May (OS). The identification of a Least Flycatcher at White Rock, B.C. June 1 was verified by taping the bird's call and comparing it with the Peterson recording (MSc); this record is the only one for the species from this Region known to us. A Bank Swallow was recorded at Victoria May 9 (KT, fide ARD). A Rough-winged Swallow there Apr. 3 and a Barn Swallow Apr. 12 (KT, fide ARD) were both early arrivals. A flock of Cliff Swallows at Fern Ridge Reservoir Mar. 20 (LM) was unusually early. Purple Martins were noted at Seattle, Lincoln City, Oreg. at Victoria, and at Fern Ridge Reservoir this spring. A Dipper was seen in Victoria May 8, where a House Wren was recorded Apr. 18 (KT, fide ARD); House Wrens were also found at Ft. Lewis, Wash. May 9 (VC & DJ), at Finley N.W.R. Apr. 19 (CFZ), and at Medford, May 1 (OS). Over 100 nests of the Long-billed Marsh Wren were estimated in the Duncan, B.C., area this spring (JC). 

THRUSHES, GNATCATCHERS, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES -- A light movement of Hermit Thrushes through the central part of the Region evidently occurred in the last few days of April and the first two weeks in May. A pair of W. Bluebirds was nesting at Victoria by Apr. 17 (KT, fide ARD); the only other .records of this species were 1 at Darrington, Wash., Apr. 11 (fide DP), and 1 at Snoqualmie Pass summit May 21 (VC & DJ). Four Mountain Bluebirds were seen at Pitt Meadows e. of Vancouver Apr. 3 (MSh, fide MSc); 1 was at Victoria Apr. 10 (JBT fide ARD), and 3 were found together in the Oxbow Bum area s.w. of Eugene May 31 (DO, fide LM). Single Townsend's Solitaires appeared at N. Vancouver Apr. 21-22 (RW & WW), at Darrington, Wash. Apr. 11 and at North Bend, Wash. Apr. 12 (GO, fide DP); 2 solitaires were near Eugene on the surprisingly late date of May 23 (LM). The first Blue-gray Gnatcatchers returned to Medford Apr. 3; at least 7 pairs were later ascertained to be breeding (OS). Sixty Water Pipits were found at Sea I. near Vancouver Apr. 18 (WW); 30 were at Iona I. nearby on May 1 (AP, fide MSc). Cedar Waxwings were considerably less abundant than usual this spring. A N. Shrike was noted at Ankeny N.W.R. Apr. 7 (fide CFZ). A Loggerhead Shrike was banded at Eugene, Apr. 15 (fide LM). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS, BLACKBIRDS -- Hutton's Vireos were recorded at Vancouver and at Finley N.W.R. after mid-April, and at several localities in Victoria this spring. Solitary Vireos, which also occur only very locally in this Region, were much better reported than usual, records coming from Vancouver, Victoria, Seattle, Portland, Salem, Corvallis, and Eugene from April 12 to the end of the period. An early Red-eyed Vireo was at Victoria Apr. 25 (ARD). A female Black-and-white Warbler was found at the Columbia N.W.R., Wash., May 29 (DPe, fide ES); a male was discovered June 1 at Clearview, Snohomish Co., Wash. (ES). Orange-crowned Warblers appeared through most of the Region the first week in April. Nashville Warblers were observed at Eugene Apr. 18 (LM), and at Salem Apr. 23 (fide GK). Single Black-throated Gray Warblers at Finley N.W.R. Apr. 4 (DG, fide CFZ), at Salem Apr. 5 (TM), and at Eugene Apr. 15 (LM) all were early arrivals. Hermit Warblers at Salem (fide GK) and at Finley N.W.R. both Apr. 22, and a Yellowthroat at Seattle Apr. 3 (VC & DJ) were also early, as was the Wilson's Warbler at Vancouver, Apr. 21 (MSh, fide MSc). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were recorded a few times at Victoria and in the vicinities of Vancouver and Bellingham after mid-April. Bullock's Orioles are very local in the Region, and were repeatedly noted this spring only from Medford. Brown-headed Cowbirds have become common from Eugene n. to Vancouver.
 
FINCHES, SPARROWS -- A male Lazuli Bunting at Victoria May 22 was only the third record there in the last 12 years (ARD). Pine Siskins were virtually unremarked this spring in surprising contrast to their abundance in other years. Red Crossbills were present in small numbers at Victoria throughout the report period; elsewhere they were unobserved except for 4 birds at a Eugene bird bath May 21 (fide LM). Vesper Sparrows appeared at Eugene and at Finley N.W.R. Apr. 3; 

792 American Birds, August 1971

they were abundant in the latter place by the end of the month (CFZ). A Vesper Sparrow was also found at Ft. Lewis Apr. 9 (VC & DJ); numbers were singing at McChord A.F.B. nearby Apr. 17-18 (MPe). A Lark Sparrow was collected at Lebanon, Oreg. Apr. 16 (WT), while another was seen n. of Medford on Apr. 26 (JH). A late Slate-colored Junco was carefully watched near Eugene May 23 (DG, fide LM); another was at Bellingham Apr. 12 (TW). A Tree Sparrow was found with a mixed flock of White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows at Cape Lookout State Park, S.W. of Tillamook, Apr. 24 (RF & HN). Chipping Sparrows had reached Victoria by Apr. 3 (ARD) and N. Vancouver by Apr. 12 (WW); 1 was seen in Medford, Apr. 1 (OS). A Black-chinned Sparrow was again seen at Medford, this one appearing May 15 (OS et al.). A Harris' Sparrow was at a feeder in Medford May 1 (fide OS); a singing male was found at L. Sammamish, near Seattle, June 7 (D & MP; MPe). A hybrid White-crowned X Golden-crowned Sparrow was collected near Lebanon Apr. 29 (WT). Large numbers of Golden-crowned Sparrows were migrating on the Long Beach, Wash. peninsula May 1 (TW). Single White-throated Sparrows were recorded at Eugene (LM) and at Victoria (ARD), both on Apr. 23. Lapland Longspurs turned up at Iona I. May 1 (AP, fide MSc). at Victoria May 21 (ARD), at Westport (MP) and at Mukkaw Bay (DP & MPe) both on May 22. 

OBSERVERS -- William Anderson. Robert Baker, Alex Benedict, Wayne Campbell, Violet Cannon, David Cole. John Comer, A. R. Davidson, Roy Fisk, Ralph Fryer (RFr), Dan Gleason, Joseph Hicks, Glen Hoge, Doris Jelliffe, Ron Klein, Gordon Knight, Phil Mattocks, Tom McCamant, Merle McGraw, Larry McQueen, Harry Nehls, James Olson, Gordon Orians, Dennis & Mary Paulson, David Pearson (DPe). Michael Perrone (MPe), Allen Poynter, Michael Shepard (MSh), Madelon Schouten (MSc), Michael Scott, Edmund Stiles, Otis Swisher, J.B. Tatum, Keith Taylor, William Thackaberry, Terry Wahl, Robin Weber. Wayne Weber, Michael Wotton, C. Fred Zeillemaker


The Nesting Season, 1971 

 NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

For the great portion of the Region west of the Continental Divide temperatures for the summer reporting period followed a remarkably similar pattern. June was cold. Maximum temperatures at Spokane rose to or above normal on only six days and Baker, Ore. average temperatures for the month were six degrees below normal. June precipitation for much of this w. portion was decidedly above normal, from s. interior British Columbia s. through the more easterly part of Washington to e. Oregon. Farther e. (Missoula) and w. (Yakima and Wenatchee) rainfall was somewhat deficient. July w. of the Divide continued the June trend, cool and wet except for the area in the immediate rain shadow of the Cascade Mts., which was very dry. At mid-month, after a brief but widespread rain on the 10th, the pattern changed drastically. Maximum temperatures leaped into the 90s and, in central Washington, frequently above 100°F. Walla Walla recorded 111 on the 31st. Little or no rain fell; these drought conditions continued through mid-August, the end of the reporting period. East of the Divide during June, Bozeman es­caped the extremes experienced elsewhere. Pre­cipitation and temperatures were close to normal. However, July was moisture-deficient and August was both hot and dry. A few reporters commented upon the effect of the season upon bird numbers. Warren Hall had the impression that the Spokane area probably had many nesting failures among most species of passerines but noted that waterfowl and marsh birds apparently had a good nesting season. Upland game species there had poor success, accord­ing to newspaper reports. Some reporters remarked upon the excellent, although somewhat delayed growth of vegetation, which presumably produced abundant food and cover for both birds and insects. Margaret Polumsky at Clarkston, Wash. and Niel Meadowcroft at Walla Walla opined that the heat and drought drove birds out or concentrated them in the more favorable spots. Lacking definite opinions from other reporters, your Regional Editor got the impression from the abundance of records, including many nests and young, that bird life fared well, with a few exceptions. Maybe it was primarily the observers who fared well. We could surely use more of the type of counts made by our refuge personnel, and summer breeding bird censuses such as those of Bob and Norman Woodley, and Ann Ward with Joanne Brown and Larry Roumpf. Only these will give us any quantitative data for re­liable conclusions

LOONS, GREBES -- The Com. Loon was observed only in Glacier Nat'l Park, Mont. July 19 (PDS). The Red-necked Grebe was noted at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Lake Co., Mont. on the same day (PDS). The species was seen in Flathead and Lake Cos., Mont. June 5 & 6 (ETH & RAH). An estimated 100 Eared Grebes and 300 Pied-billed Grebes summered at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. An adult with 4 young, about two-thirds grown, was seen at Spokane Aug. 6 (WAH). 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS -- White Pelicans were seen in the Bozeman area and up to 5 were noted at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. Double-crested Cormorants were reported only from the rookery at Trident, Mont. 

HERONS -- Twenty-eight nests of the Great Blue Heron near Belgrade, Mont. contained a total of 64 young birds, June 25 (LM). A heronry in the Sumpter Valley near Baker, Ore. did not fare so well. A check there near the end of June found no adults and 11 dead or dying young. The suspicion was that the parent birds had been shot. Black-crowned Night Herons were noted only along the Yakima R. near Richland and at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. (JA). 

WATERFOWL -- An aerial survey of Turnbull and lakes close by on June 23 and additional ground observation revealed 3 broods, totaling 9 cygnets, of Trumpeter Swans. A swan, presumably a Whistling, was seen on a lake in Idaho, between Coeur d' Alene and Sandpoint June 12 (ADA & THR). Swans, probably Whistling, appeared at McNary Refuge on Aug. 16. Brood production of Canada Geese, estimated at 100 young at Turnbull Refuge, appeared to be down somewhat there but at and near McNary Refuge a production of BO was about double last year's. At Turnbull and Columbia Refuges, nesting success appeared to be about normal. Mallard, as usual the most abundant nester, was up in production at Columbia Refuge from 325 last year to 570. Cinnamon Teal was the next most numerous breeding species at both refuges, and nearly equaled the effort of Mallards at Columbia Refuge, with 540 young. At McNary Refuge, Mallard success was similar to that of 1970 but other species were down about 50 percent. Several broods of Bufflehead were noted at Turnbull Refuge and a male and 2 female  at Medical L., a. to the north, June 19, were very unusual (WAH). Only the third record of the Harlequin Duck in the Bozeman area was of a pair photographed on Squaw Creek in late May (MB). Another pair was reported on Hyalite Reservoir, Gallatin Co., Mont. in early July (PG).  

HAWKS, EAGLES -- In most localities these birds appeared to be in about normal numbers. Over 40 nests of the Red-tailed Hawk were studied near Bozeman by Sarah Johnson. Young were banded and color-marked. Swainson's and Ferruginous Hawks were observed nesting in the Heppner, Ore. area (BT). Seven nest sites occupied last year by Golden Eagles in the Baker area were checked on June B. Only one was occupied; the outcome of this nesting was not known (LR). An individual of this species was observed on the nest May 8 in Sweetgrass., Mont. (ETH & RAH). A nest of the Bald Eagle with 3 nearly fledged young was found at the s. end of Flathead L., Lake Co., Mont. July 5 (LM). Reports were received on 15 Osprey nests in w. Montana, n. Idaho and n.e. Washington. An occupied nest at Ennis, Mont. was the first reported for that locality. A Prairie Falcon nest with 1 young and 1 egg was found in the Three Forks, Mont. area in May (SR & FV). A Peregrine Falcon was observed near Salmon, Ida. June 12 (MC). All hawk species were scarce in the Walla Walla area. 

 GALLINACEOUS BIRDS -- Ruffed Grouse, after very low numbers at Turnbull Refuge, appeared to be making a comeback, with 3 or 4 broods sighted there. At least 30 Sage Grouse were seen on Apr. 17 in their mating dance at the usual area s. of Creston, Wash. Eighteen males were performing in early March on the Yakima Firing Range near Yakima, Wash. Reports suggested that California Quail did well in chick production despite the .cool, wet weather but Ring-necked Pheasants suffered serious losses. Three Turkeys were observed in the vicinity of Heppner, Ore. July 10 (GG). The only other Turkey report was of 1 three miles s.w. of Brooks Memorial State Park in the Satus Pass area of Klickitat Co., Wash. 
(NEW). 

CRANE, SHOREBIRDS -- An ad. Sandhill Crane was present at Mara Meadows near Grindrod, just n. of Enderby, B.C. from July 1 to mid-August. The species is not known to breed in that area. A Semipalmated Plover was observed June 4 at Yakima, where it is rarely seen (ERC & AR). Several Mountain Plovers, including young of the year, were found in Jefferson Co., Mont. s. of Elkhorn (CVD). This is a new site and the 
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westernmost known at this latitude. The Longbilled Curlew was described as scarce at Heppner, and Walla Walla, possibly because of the extreme heat. A pair of Upland Plovers were seen on the customary site just e. of Spokane on June 17 (DRP & MP) and a pair was seen at a hitherto unreported location about 12 miles e. of Browning, Mont. July 17 (PDS). A small influx of migrating shorebirds was noted as usual at Reardan, Wash. in mid-July (WAH). 

GULLS, TERNS -- Ring-billed Gull was, as usual, by far the most abundant gull in the w. portion of the Region. Up to 11 Bonaparte's Gulls, mostly juveniles, were noted at Soda Lake, Grant Co., Wash. July 17 & 19 (JA, WAH). The species is believed to breed on Columbia Refuge at Othello. Three adults and 1 young Common Tern were noted near Potholes Reservoir, Grant Co., Wash. July 17 CJA). A Caspian Tern, rarely seen in Spokane Co., was found at Turnbull Refuge Aug. 12 (WH). 

DOVES, OWLS -- A fairly certain record for the Band-tailed Pigeon, heard only, for St. Mary's L., Glacier Nat'l Park, was obtained July 18. This would be the sixth record for n.w. Montana, all in recent years (PDS). At least normal numbers of owls appeared to be present, with young observed in a number of instances. The Barn Owl appears to be becoming less rare in e. Washington. In the Richland area 1 was observed June 24-July 8 (EM) and an ad. and 2 fully grown young were lured by recordings of their calls near Richland, Aug. 3-4. A Flammulated Owl was identified at Heppner, June 30 (BT). Pygmy Owls were present and suspected of nesting on Tower Mt. just e. of Spokane. This appears to be a low elevation, not over 3600 ft., for summer habitat for the species at this latitude. 

GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS AND HUMMINGBIRDS -- The cool June and early July appeared not to have affected the Com. Nighthawk adversely but spring arrival was a little late at Spokane and Yakima. Three observations of Black Swifts were received: several July 8-9 at Ninepipe Refuge (RLE); 2 at Avalanche L. in Glacier Nat'l Park, June 15 (Me), and noted between Lyman L. and Holden, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Chelan Co., Wash. near the end of August (DRS). A few Vaux's Swifts were seen in the vicinity of Yakima (ERC; AR) and along Satus Creek w. of Richland, Wash. Hummingbirds may have been affected by the cool, wet weather. Observers reported their numbers down at Chelan, Clarkston and Spokane.

 WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS -- Lewis' Woodpeckers were observed at scattered localities, mostly in e. Oregon and Washington. On June 20 about 50, many nesting, were seen in oak trees at Ft. Simcoe, Yakima Indian Reservation. Williamson's Sapsucker was found in the Bridger Mts. e. of Bozeman (ETH & RAH); near the e. boundary of Mt. Rainier Nat'l Park (ERC); at Huckleberry Mt. w. of Springdale, Wash. (JA; WAH), and near Heppner (GG; BD. The scarce White-headed Woodpecker was noted in the Huckleberry Mts. (WAH); in the foothills w. of Yakima (PH; AR); in the Heppner area, a nesting pair (BT), and at Vaseux Lake, B.C., a pair with young in the nest hole (MP). The Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was found n. of Diamond L., Pend Oreille Co., Wash., June 12-13 (JA; TW). An ad. male N. Three-toed Woodpecker was seen gathering food at Trinity Valley in the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia May 29-June 10. W. Kingbirds were found nesting on power poles at two localities: in the Wenas Valley n.w. of Yakima and at Lavington, B.C., where presumably the same pair brought off 2 broods from the same nest. Single Ash-throated Flycatchers, one of the rarer summer residents of the Region, were seen during the first half of August at Walla Walla and along Crab Creek on Columbia Refuge (JA). The E. Kingbird and the other small flycatchers of the Region Say's Phoebe, Traill's, Dusky, Hammond's and W. Flycatchers, W. Wood Pewee and Olive-sided Flycatcher-appeared to be at least as common as usual, with nesting activity and young reported for many of them. 

LARKS, SWALLOWS, JAYS -- Horned Larks were reported as very common in the Horse Heaven Hills s.e. of Mabton, Yakima Co., Wash. On a 25-mile breeding bird survey July 3, 234 were counted (NEW & REW). Swallows appeared to be common to abundant, with little evidence that the cool, wet weather had hindered them. A possible exception was at Prineville, Ore., where their numbers, except for the abundant Barn Swallows, seemed to be down. At Spokane a pair of Tree Swallows suffered two successive failures, apparently because of lack of food during the rainy days of late June. Of 23 nests of this species examined in detail just e. of Bozeman, most of the young had fledged by July 29 (LM). The jay-crow group appeared to be in good numbers. Clark's Nutcracker, so abundant in the lowlands last winter, was about in normal numbers in the mountains. However, they were more common than usual in the Okanagan Valley of s. British Columbia and were believed to have nested in white pine forest e. of Vernon, not a normal situation, but an unusually heavy cone crop was still on the pines. Eleven birds seen at Tower Mt. close to Spokane were suspected of having remained from the winter influx, and bred there (WAH). 

CHICKADEES, NUTHATCHES -- Boreal Chickadees were noted in the usual area of extreme n.e. Washington, at Leola Peak, 15 miles n.e. of Metaline Falls (DRP & MP). The White-breasted Nuthatch, seldom found in the Bozeman area, was seen July 17 in the Bridger Mts. (ETH & RAH). 

DIPPER, WRENS -- A Dipper was observed carrying food to its nest by the falls in Granite Creek in the Cabinet Mts. s. of Libby, Mont. June 12 (ADA & THR). House Wren occurrences were spotty but 7 or 8 pairs were reported nesting 
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around a house near Tower Mt. (JR). Nine nests were followed e. of Bozeman. Six had no eggs or young by June 2 but 4 of 6 examined on the 25th had either eggs or young (LM). Bewick's Wren, scarce in the Region, was noted at several localities in the Yakima area. 

THRUSHES -- Robin nesting success appeared good. Varied, Hermit and Swainson's Thrushes and the Veery were all noted. On a farm near Spokane W. Bluebirds occupied 5 nest boxes. The species was also reported from the Peola area w. of Clarkston, the Chelan area and w. of Yakima, all in Washington, and in the mountains w. of Heppner and at Baker. A pair was located near Vaseux L. in the s. Okanagan Valley, B.C. (DRP & MP). A Veery call note was heard at Wildcat Campground 18 miles n.e. of Prineville June 20. A member of Portland Audubon Society was reported as having seen 1 near Ochoco Ranger Station, 23 miles e. of Prineville at about the same time (HN).

PIPITS, WAXWINGS -- Three nestling Water n Pipits were found at Goose L., n. of Cook City, Mont. Aug. 8 (LM). The species was noted in July at Logan Pass, Glacier Nat'! Park (PDS); on e several high mountains near Bozeman in July and n August (DRS), and at Lyman L., Glacier Peak a Wilderness, Wash. Aug. 24-25 (THR). Several re Bohemian Waxwings were seen at Mara Meadows near Grindrod, B.C. July 1.

STARLINGS, WARBLERS -- The Starling trapping and reduction program in Yakima Co. apparently is showing results. According to Emily Cragg, there are no hordes of the birds now and no fruit loss problem, after twelve years of the project. In the Vernon, B.C. area a brood of Starlings was successfully reared in a hole in a "witch's broom" in a spruce tree, 16 in. below the nest platform occupied by a young Great Horned Owl and its male parent. The owls seemed to pay no attention to the Starlings. The Nashville Warbler was noted near Diamond L., Pend Oreille Co., June 12 (WAH) and in Ferry Co., Wash. June 26 (JA). An Ovenbird was heard repeatedly s. of Bozeman July 5 (ETH & RAH). This is the third record for the area. A N. Waterthrush was seen carrying food near Bozeman June vas 27 (SC). The song of this species was heard frequently along the Westkettle R. e. of Penticton, B.C. June 12. All other reports of this species were from n.e. Washington. One was singing at Gillette L. between Colville and Tiger, Stevens Co. June 19 (DRP & MP) and the species was noted at the usual spot at a bog on Calispell Peak, Pend Oreille Co. June 18 & July 4 (JA; DRP & MP). One was enticed into the open by playing back its recorded· song, near Sullivan L., Pend Oreille Co., June 14 (TW). A female Am. Redstart was carefully observed June 18 at Prineville, Ore. This is probably the first record for Crooks Co. 

BLACKBIRDS -- A Bobolink was seen s. of Baker, in early June (LR). The species was observed in the Bozeman area and at the usual site near Volume 25, Number 5 Cusick, Wash. The species was locally common in the North Okanagan Valley, with a pair believed to have nested at Lavington. Six male  and 4 female  were sighted on the Yakima Indian Reservation July 16. A pair of Bullock's Orioles with 3 or 4 fully grown young was seen near O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. July 19 (WAH). A case of a Vesper Sparrow raising a Brown-headed Cowbird was reported from the Yakima area. At Spokane, where the species was common, there was evidence of parasitism of Audubon's Warbler; Oregon Junco, 3 instances; Chipping Sparrow, and Song Sparrow, 2 instances. 

FINCHES -- Evening Grosbeaks were mostly at mountain areas but a pair remained at Indian Canyon at Spokane, elevation about 2000 ft. and probably nested, as did a pair in 1965 and 1966. Nesting was noted in the Bumping R. area just e. of Mt. Rainier Nat'l Park Aug. 12; a young bird unable to fly was harassed by a Steller's Jay until rescued by its parent. A singing male and a few female Purple Finches were observed at Nile Creek, w. of Yakima. This is on the e. edge of their range here. House Finches continued to increase at Missoula. Scattered flocks of 40-50 birds were noted almost daily since Aug. 12 and young out of the nest were still being fed by their parents Aug. 18. One pair of Pine Grosbeaks, with 2 fully grown chicks were seen at Salmo Pass, extreme n.e. Pend Oreille Co., July 3 (WAH). A rosy finch without gray on the head, seen on the Beartooth Plateau just s. of the Montana Wyoming border in late June may have been a Brown-capped Rosy Finch female, or possibly was a Gray-crowned with an introgression of genes from the Brown-capped (DRS). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were noted at Logan Pass, Glacier Nat'l Park July 18 (PDS). Pine Siskins were generally scarce in the valleys and in the Okanagan the same was true for the mountains. Good numbers of Red Crossbills appeared in Bozeman during the summer and small groups of up to 8 birds were noted frequently in Missoula between June 30 and Aug. 15, their first appearance there since 1959. Elsewhere the birds were scarce or absent in the valleys. Young out of the nest were being fed by the parents Mar. 30 at Lavington. The seldom-observed White-winged Crossbill was noted on both sides of the Continental Divide in Glacier Nat'l Park July 18-19 (PDS). 

SPARROWS -- Single Green-tailed Towhees observed June 14 & Aug. 9 in Morrow Co., Ore. may represent a northeasterly extension of the species' range (GG; BT). The Grasshopper Sparrow appeared to be holding its own or possibly increasing slightly in the Spokane area. Several were seen, some singing, in a nearly undisturbed bunchgrass area 5 miles north of Moses L., Wash. June 19 (DRP & MP). The Sage Sparrow was noted with Grasshopper Sparrows w, of Potholes Reservoir, Grant Co., Wash. July 17 (JA). The former species was observed in the Clarkston-Peola area of s.e. Washington, 1 on June 5 and 2 on July 24. The 
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birds were also noted in May e. of Yakima along Highway 24; A Clay-colored Sparrow was singing at Lavington, July 8. White-crowned Sparrows, presumably race oriantha, were observed in the Bozeman area. The usual small numbers of Fox Sparrows were observed in the mountains in various parts of the Region. Lincoln's Sparrow was reported in the mountains w. of Yakima, in the Okanagan Valley near Grindrod and at McIntyre L. 25 miles e. of Lumby. McCown's Longspur was noted in the Bozeman area and the Chestnut-collared at Three Forks, Mont. June 27 (LM). 

CONTRIBUTORS (sectional editors, in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated)--James Acton, A. D. Angove, Eugene C. Barney: McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., Mike Bartlett, Thomas J. Charmley: Columbia Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., Mark R. Collie, Sharon Cotterell, Emily R. Cragg: Yakima, Wash. area, Mr. & Mrs. C. V. Davis, Robert L. Eng, Paul Garrett, James Grant: s. interior British Columbia, Greg Green: Heppner, Ore. area, Ed Grossman, Pauline Hager, Warren A. Hall, Ralph L. Hand: Missoula, Mont. area, Eve T. Hays, R. A. Hays, Sarah Johnson, Niel F. Meadowcroft: Walla Walla, Wash. area, Elizabeth Moore, Louis Moos, Gerald Morsello: Prineville, Ore. area, Harry B. Nehls, Dennis R. Paulson, Mike Perrone, Margaret J. Polumsky, Asotin and Garfield Cos., Wash., Jan Reynolds, Arthur Renspie, Sam Rogers, Thomas H. Rogers, Larry Roumpf, Donald R. Skaar, P. D. Skaar: Bozeman-Ennis-Three Forks, Mont. area, Mrs. S. O. Stanley: northeastern Washington & n. Idaho, Butch Taylor, Fred Veland, Terry Wahl, Ann Ward: Baker, Ore. area, Norman E. Woodley, Robert E. Woodley: Pasco-Kennewick-Richland, Wash. area, and Maurice B. Wright: Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney. Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1971

GREAT BASIN-CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Hugh E. Kingery 

Bird news from our Region is topped by new birds added to four state lists: Cattle Egret in Idaho, Rivoli's Hummingbird in Utah, Tricolored Blackbird in Wyoming, and Clay-colored Sparrow in Oregon. Utah had two other birds new to the state, so weird that their inclusion on the state list is hypothetical: an Am. Flamingo and an Egyptian Goose appeared at the wildlife refuges on the Great Salt Lake. All 6 are sight records, but each was backed up with a battery of observers and details, and photographs substantiate the Utah records. Of equal importance is the hot and dry weather which, after the wet spring, produced ideal nesting conditions and assured better than usual breeding success throughout the Region. After the snows and rain finally ended, in early June (Dillon, Colo., woke up June 9 to a light blanket of snow on the ground), precipitation practically ceased throughout the Region. At Zion Nat'l Park the temperature rarely dropped below 100°F. during the day; Grand Junction, Colo., had 105° July 13, and the pattern echoed through the mountains and Great Basin. An apparent exception occurred in the mountains e. of Salt Lake City, where colder than-usual weather apparently drove some mountain species 3000 ft. below their usual haunts (GLK). Also, June in Oregon produced more rain in the Klamath Falls and Lakeview areas than ever before. Thus the hot, dry weather following the wet spring produced better than normal nesting success at the Great Basin wildlife refuges, and mixed conditions elsewhere; but many species were late in nesting. 

PREDATORS -- The newspapers documented the slaughter of perhaps 500-800 Golden Eagles in s. Wyoming by gunners in helicopters. Audubon Societies in Wyoming and Colorado are working with National Audubon and with government officials to prevent further depredations. The Wyoming story typifies the attitude of the western stockman to sheep losses--all losses are caused by eagles or coyotes. The uneven hand of justice has begun its attack, however. A La Junta, Colo., man was jailed for 90 days for shooting an eagle from a county road. Meanwhile, a Casper, Wyo., rancher (son-in-law of the rancher involved in the Wyoming helicopter killings) pleaded guilty to having put out the antelope carcasses which killed 22 eagles near Casper (Am. Birds 25:775), and received the insignificant fine of $674. At Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area on the Great Salt L., Reuben Dietz reported a drop in breeding populations, despite favorable weather for nesting, of fish-eating herons, insect and aquatic animal-eating ibis, curlews, Willets, avocets, and stilts, and predator Marsh Hawks and Short-eared Owls. All plummeted to 25 per cent or less of the average for the past 10 years. Cause of the decline is under study. At Klamath Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in Oregon and California, fowl cholera hit migrating coots, ducks, geese, 
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and Whistling Swans; 7100 birds succumbed during spring migration. 

GREBES -- Grebes had a good nesting year at the wildlife refuges: Klamath N.W.R., Malheur N.W.R., Ore., and Farmington Bay W.M.A., Utah all had better production than in 1970; Eared Grebes at Malheur increased dramatically, from 400 nests in 1970 to' 900 nests this year. Also at Malheur, a pair of Homed Grebes produced 3 young; none hatched last year. At Eagle L., Calif., Western and Pied-billed Grebes increased substantially over 1970, and Eared dropped a little; 2558 grebe nests were found. One curious feature was the late nesting by W. Grebes (only); in 1970 young birds hatched the last week in June; in 1971 hatching did not occur until Aug. 14-21. 

PELICANS, CORMORANTS, HERONS -- White Pelicans had a mixed year, with increases or normal nesting reported from the Klamath Refuges and Minidoka N.W.R., Ida. (WHS), while Farmington Bay's breeding pairs dropped to 300, and Eagle Lake's non-breeding Population was halved, to 116 on June 2, 4 passed through Ruby Lake N.W.R., Nev., a place where pelicans are only occasional transients despite nesting sites to the north, east, and west. Nesting Double-crested Cormorants increased at Malheur from 45 pairs in 1969 to 70 pairs this year. Small colonies near the gull colonies around Pocatello also' did well. However Cormorants did not attempt breeding at Eagle L. after a none-too-successful try last year when only 2 young survived from 22 eggs laid. An imm. appeared near Eckert, Colo. (LLF); the bird rarely is seen on the Colorado Western Slope. Klamath Refuges' colonies of cormorants, herons, and egrets had populations as in 1970. Despite high water, Com. Egrets at Clear L., Calif., showed a 75 per cent increase in nesting. Malheur recorded different figures-the 69 nesting Com. Egret pairs represented a decline to' a third of the 1969 level -and nesting Snowy Egrets (35 pairs), was about half of 1969's level. On the other hand, Great Blue Herons and Black-crowned Night Herons increased (to' 116 and 650 pairs respectively). Small Great Blue heronries did well at Ruby Lake near Debeque, Colo. (SD), and at 2 locations near Pocatello'. However at Eagle L., owing to disturbance, the birds abandoned a colony which last year produced 53 young. Visitors found Malheur's first Green Heron, later confirmed by refuge personnel (WA). The Cattle Egret made its expected debut in Idaho' with a bird at Minidoka July 1. With Snowy Egrets, it stayed in the refuge vicinity for part of the month, with no' evidence of breeding (JDH, WHS, CHT). The Snowy Egret had a good year in the San Luis Valley, Colo. despite the drought, but not as good as 1970 (CRB, RAR). Snowy Egrets abandoned a roost used by 40-80 birds near Grand Junction, Colo., owing to' gravel mining and interstate highway construction. The 18 young Am. Bitterns produced at Monte Vista marked good success for that species. A Least Bittern flushed consistently from the same section of marsh at Honey L., Calif., causing suspicions of nesting (JR, fide TM). The White-faced Ibis is declining at Farmington Bay-250 pairs bred this year compared with 1000 2 years ago. A few nested at Ruby L., Malheur, and Honey L., at the latter a decline from recent years (JR, fide TM). 

EXOTICS -- The incredible happened at the Great Salt L.: An Am. Flamingo appeared at Bear River N.W.R. in June and Aug., and at Farmington Bay. on June 1, an Egyptian Goose visited Bear R. This species has occurred in the past at the Klamath Refuges. Photographs verified both identifications origin of the 2 exotics (for this Region) is unknown; the only clue is that neither bird escaped from the Salt Lake City Zoo (ML). [But surely from somewhere-Ed?] 

SWANS, GEESE, DUCKS -- Trumpeter Swans have increased as breeding birds in the Region; nesting occurred at Malheur (9 nests), Ruby L. (2 nests, 6 Young); Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida., (1 nest), Nat'l Elk Refuge, Jackson, Wyo. (1 nest, unsuccessful), and Yellowstone L., Wyo. (MB). Canada Geese enjoyed unusual nesting success throughout the Region. Confirming a possible record year were 2400 young at Malheur–up 70 per cent from last year's 1400. Malheur's superb nesting conditions (the lakes larger by 40 per cent and half again as much sago pondweed as last year) brought a 30 per cent increase of breeding pairs of ducks-to 20,700. Farmington Bay had 2700 breeding pairs, principally Cinnamon Teal and Ruddy Duck; Monte Vista N.W.R. had 13,950 young, 60 per cent of them Mallards. Mallard was also the commonest species at Arapaho N.W.R., Colo., Hutton L. and Pathfinder N.W.R., Wyo. (RK), which together produced 1895 young of 11 species. Only Ruby Lake N.W.R. reported a poor year, with breeding population down 35 per cent from 1970 and all species except Ruddy Duck down. Cinnamon Teal suffered the greatest decline–63 per cent. Ducks visited a few surprising places away from the refuges. A Pintail, rare in summer, was observed on the E. Fork of the Virgin R., at Zion Nat'l Park, Utah (WPF). A report of a possible hybrid Green-winged X Cinnamon Teal came from Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park (R.M.N.P.-BS). Ring-necked Ducks appeared at Alvord L. in s.e. Ore. June 14, with no trees for miles (HBN), and near Hahns Peak, Colo. June 16-18. A pair of Com. Goldeneye, not known as a Colorado nester, spent most of the summer in on the Colorado R. near Debeque, Colo. (SD, LG). The first reported nesting of the Hooded Merganser in Colo. came with the observation of a female with young on the Encampment R. 30 miles n.w. of Walden (AP, fide HH). 

HAWKS, EAGLES -- Goshawks must have done well, judging by the number of reports. Nesting success was reported from Steens Mt. at Malheur; from Summit Co. and Boulder, Colo. (LJ). Judging by the late fledging date-late July-the Boulder 
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record may have represented a second nesting attempt after an unsuccessful first try. The Red-tailed Hawk met with success in Oregon: usually scarce, they were more numerous than usual in the Alvord Basin (HBN) and 6 pairs nested successfully at Malheur. An imm. Rough-legged Hawk seen June 5 near Lakeview Ore. was late in returning north (JHH), and one at Nampa, Ida. July 23 is inexplicable. The Black Hawk nested again at Springdale, Utah; originally found in 1962, this is its only known breeding location in the Region (JG). Scattered reports came in of Golden Eagle nests! Nat'! Elk Refuge; Owyhee R., Ore. (JHH); R.M.N.P., with frequent sightings of imms. (KD); Evergreen, Colo.; McCoy, Colo. (2 nests); Grand Junction, Colo. (SD); Sheridan, Wyo.; and usual numbers along the Snake R. in c. Idaho (WHS). Zion however had only one report of an eagle during the summer, on July 15. One Bald Eagle pair nested at Eagle L. fledged 2 young July 1-4. Ospreys seem to have expanded their nesting locations to a number of the large reservoirs. Responding to special attention at Eagle L., 47 breeding pairs produced 48 fledglings, showing a stable trend there. Others nested at Flaming Gorge, where 3 pairs built nests on rock pinnacles 150-350 ft. above the reservoir for the second year (JRG); Grand L., Colo. (2 pair-JWJ); Electra L. near Durango, Colo.; and possibly Chambers L., Colo., n. of R.M.N.P. (DBo). Other Ospreys were seen at Sheridan in June and at a small pond west of Boulder, Colo. June 13-14 (PJ). Monte Vista had 15 Marsh Hawks nesting, but the 8 pairs at Farmington Bay compared disastrously with the 10-year average of 50 pairs. At Flaming Gorge, the decline of the Prairie Falcon offsets the new Osprey records. A 1959 pre-impoundment study of the area showed this falcon "the most common raptor along the river." It was seen but once in 1971, in courtship flight (JRG). The change from river canyon to reservoir must have had great impact on this dry-country hawk. A pair of Peregrine Falcons returned to an historic site in Idaho where they have nested for over 30 years (WHS). A pair of Pigeon Hawks in Ore. was feeding young July 4 (MM, fide JHH). 

GROUSE -- Blue Grouse did well in n. Colo. (CEB). Many were noted around Hahns Peak and in Zion's high country. However they met less success in s. Colo., owing to the low winter snowfall (low survival of adults) and the low moisture conditions in spring (reduced vegetation growth) (CEB). White-tailed Ptarmigan had their best nest success in 5 years in alpine Colorado, because of warm dry weather during the setting season. Fall densities are projected at 35-60 birds per sq. mi. (CBB). Sage Grouse populations did well at Klamath and Rupert, but declined to 64 per cent of normal in Mono Co., Calif., where fall will usher in heavy hunting pressure again (fide JMF). 

CRANES, RAILS -- Sandhill Cranes met high nesting success at the important nesting area at Grays Lake N.W.R., Ida. due to an abundance of shallowly flooded meadows caused by above-average spring runoff (AMW). At Malheur 229 nesting pairs (about the same number as last year) were counted. Near Hahns Peak, 1 pair hatched 2 young; more cranes nested in this vicinity until a reservoir, Steamboat L., flooded the historic nesting grounds. A pair of cranes stopped on the N. Fork of the Tongue R. near Sheridan for 2 weeks in late July-August. Monte Vista noted 300 nesting pairs of Soras, with good success, and a tape recorder attracted 5 pair near Grand Junction (LG, LFE). Am. Coots met 90 per cent nesting success, with 1000 young, at Monte Vista. At both Eagle L. and Farmington Bay, about 2500 pairs nested. 

SHOREBIRDS -- The Klamath Refuges reported good nesting of shorebirds, as did Monte Vista. Farmington Bay had 5 nesting pairs of Snowy Plovers, and several were present at Antero Res., Colo. on two trips during the summer (HEK). Mountain Plovers were discovered at a new location 15 miles w. of Pueblo, Colo. with a colony of 40 birds (JC, fide DAG). Com. Snipe enjoyed good success at Monte Vista, with 325 pairs nesting there. The Long-billed Curlew has drastically declined from its 10-year average of 35 pairs at Farmington Bay; only 2 pairs were found this year. A colony near Parowan, Utah, did not return, but another was reported from a .location 30 miles w. of Cedar City (SBM). The colony near Nampa, Ida., had 200 birds through the season. Monte Vista had 408 nesting Spotted Sandpipers, with 300 young. Again this year, a Solitary Sandpiper was seen in mid-summer, July 14, on the Encampment R. in n. Colorado (TS). The Willet, like the curlew, has drastically declined over the 1O-year average of 60 pairs at Farmington Bay; only 7 pairs were found in 1971. However many were noted in the Warner Valley, Ore., in early June. (JHH). R.M.N.P.'s second record came when a flock of a dozen stayed at Granby Res. July 11-13 (RH). A White-rumped Sandpiper (typically a late, and not numerous, plains migrant) at Antero Res., Colo. constituted the first record for mountain Colorado (HEK). A Least Sandpiper at Alvord L., Ore. was tardy on June 14 (HBN). At L. Merriam, a 9000-ft. lake s.e. of Challis, Ida. on July 28, a flock of 30 Am. Avocets flew around the mountain lake several times, alighted, and began feeding (fide CHT). Black-necked Stilts nested at Monte Vista; probably 9 pairs with 14 young. Farmington Bay's breeding population declined to 100 pairs. The stilt made a rare visit to Ruby Lake N.W.R. Monte Vista's substantial population of shorebirds included 2000 young produced by 1500 pairs of Wilson's Phalaropes. At Mono L., Calif., on July 9 Northern predominated over Wilson's in a flock of several thousand phalaropes; on July 29, similar numbers prevailed, but with the species' proportions reversed. Neither species breeds in the area. 
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GULLS, TERNS -- California Gulls continue to increase throughout the Region. The colonies are scattered, so that the flock of 8 at Granby Res., Colo. July 13 was one of only a handful of records so far in n. Colorado (RH). Ring-billed Gulls also met with normal success at their nesting grounds at Klamath. At one colony near Idaho Falls, an unknown predator destroyed the nests; the Ring-billeds re-nested at another colony on the periphery of California Gull nests, and did well even though 2 weeks behind their neighbors (CHT). Two very large colonies of Franklin's Gulls at Grays Lake N.W.R. carried populations comparable to last year's, when the combined high count reached 45,000 birds, including 13,000 young (AMW). Farmington Bay had 300 breeding pairs of this gull, and some bred at Nat'l Elk Refuge. At Lower Klamath L., 15 Bonaparte's Gulls seemed out of place June 6 (HBN). While Farmington Bay had 150 nesting pair' of Forster's Terns, the small flock of strays found near Zion June 27 was noteworthy (DG, fide RAS). The Eagle L. population of Forster's and Black Terns dropped to 450 from last year's 700. Farmington Bay's Caspian Tern population was only 4 nesting pairs, down as were many other birds there. Klamath reported normal numbers of Forster's, Caspian, and Black Terns. 

PIGEONS, CUCKOOS -- A Band-tailed Pigeon appeared at Ruby L. July 14, where the bird is accidental. In Colorado, the birds met with mixed success in nesting: they had a poor year in Colorado, while in c. and Eastern Slope Colorado populations were comparable to 1969-70 (CEB). Colorado's cool spring delayed the nesting of Mourning Doves, but they had excellent success; trap samples showed 70-90 percent imm. (CEB). The species also had a good year at Klamath, Pyramid L., Nev. (B.B.S.), and Dragerton, Utah (B.B.S.). At Curlew Valley, of Pocatello, they continued to lay eggs on the ground among the sagebrush well into July, although with poor success (CHT). However, doves suffered a slight decline on B.B.S. in and e. Nevada. Malheur had its second record of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo June 24 (SF); several were found along the Arkansas R. w. of Pueblo. The Roadrunner was conspicuous by its absence at Zion, with only one report. 

OWLS -- Barn Owls nested near Marsing, Ida., (BS), and apparently again at Salt Lake City (GLK). Now rare, reports came from Cedar City, Utah, June 3, and from Malheur. Great Horned Owls had successful nesting throughout the area, and Malheur had 14 nesting pairs-11 successful. The Long-eared Owl decreases on the Snake R., c. Idaho (WHS); only one pair nested at Malheur. Monte Vista had 6 nesting Short-eared Owls, but Farmington Bay had only 2· pairs, a drastic reduction compared with its l0-year average of 50. Pygmy Owls were reported twice in Utah during June-at Cedar City June 20 and Zion June 23 (JG). Three Flammulated Owl nests n. of Woodland Park, Colo., established that species as more common than realized in c. Colorado. Nesting in flicker holes in a ponderosa pine/aspen habitat, 2 pairs had fledged young by July 27, while a bear killed the third pair. 

NIGHTHAWKS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS -- A Lesser Nighthawk was found n. of its usual range at Vernon, Utah, w. of Provo in June (GLK, WS). The Black Swift, nesting commonly in s.w. Colo., appeared at new locations on the Eastern Slope of Colo., including 6 on the n.w. slope of Pikes Peak July 28, at 13,000 ft. (RFB); 3 on Mt. Evans July 10 (WWB); 1 unusually low at Estes Park June 21 (SW, GN); yet the birds were rare this year at L. Isabel s.w. of Pueblo, where last year they appeared regularly. Hummingbirds thrived at feeders throughout Colorado, except at L. Isabel where the drought probably affected them. Black-chinned Hummingbirds stayed all summer at La Veta, Colo., Oak Creek, Colo. (JCT), and Durango, Colo. Zion had several records of 2 or more nestings, all done by mid-June, with many young fledged from both the first and second nestings. Zion, however, had no reports of the normally common Broad-tailed, and 300 miles e. at Durango, fewer came than last year. Broad-tailed did well, though, in the remainder of Colorado. Rufous first came to the Region at Jefferson, Colo., July 2, Zion July 7, and Dubois July 12; it arrived at other locations in mid-and late July. Hundreds massed near Cedar City July 28, the largest concentration ever seen there. Rufous is an aggressive bird, and drives other hummingbirds away from feeders; 2 hummingbirds found dead under a La Veta feeder were suspected of being victims of a Rufous (LAC). Scattered reports of Calliope Hummingbirds came in late July from the Colo. foothills. A female Rivoli's Hummingbird came daily to a feeder in Springdale, Utah, July 7-Aug. 9. Photographs confirm this record, probably Utah's first. 

WOODPECKERS -- Farther south than normal, Pileated Woodpeckers were found near Boise, Ida. (BS), and four times May 21-July 11 near Sun Valley, Ida.; possibly they nested there on the n. slope of Baldy Mt. (WHS). 

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS - The E. Kingbird nested at Honey L., Calif. with 3 almost full grown young in the nest Aug. 14; the only other California nesting occurred last year at Lava Beds Nat'l Monument (TM, RS). A pair of E. Kingbirds spent the summer at Grand Junction, Colo. (LG) and they were found at Dubois June 16 & July 30. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, the second in 2 years, appeared in n.w. Colorado at Hahns Peak July 18. Scattered reports came in of E. Phoebes: a pair, possibly nesting judging by alarm calls, etc., was found near Flaming Gorge Dam July 15 (GLK). Normally the bird is an occasional migrant through the Region, with reports such as the individual birds 
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at Sheridan July 7 (PeH) and Rupert May 24. A Black Phoebe was noted at Cedar City, n. of its usual range, while only one sighting came from Zion, where the bird is normal. A territorial Least Flycatcher was noted for the second consecutive year near Pennock Pass, w. of Fort Collins, Colo. June 19 & 26 (PeH); this bird is regarded as a rare migrant in extreme e. Colorado. Reports of the same species came from R.M.N.P. July 1 (CC) and Sheridan during June and July. Gray Flycatchers are reported as numerous in s. Oregon (JHH), s. Idaho in ravines or near water (CHT), and near Canon City, Colo. (DAG, CAG, OS). In R.M.N.P. a pair of W. Flycatchers nested on a Park Service cabin, undisturbed by the passing parade (AC). At Zion, Violet-green Swallows were scarce, and Rough-winged Swallows, usually common, were absent. In Colorado the Rough-winged is a plains bird, but one was banded at Estes Park June 30 (AC). Nesting Barn Swallows at Unionville, Nev. (40 miles s.w. of Winnemucca), fledged July 23, but returned for 5 evenings to roost in the nest. Tucking the 5 grown young into a cramped nest prompted a "hilarious struggle" (REW). 

JAYS, CHICKADEES, NUTHATCHES -- A Blue Jay remained in Cheyenne, Wyo., during the nesting season (MEH). Com. Ravens were more abundant than in other years in the Humboldt 'Range of Nevada (REW), but were down at Zion, with uncertain nesting success. A flock of 60 White-necked Ravens south of Canon City on June 6 was further west than usual on an unusual date (HEK). Black-capped Chickadees, as well as Plain Titmice and Com. Bushtits, were down at Zion. The bushtit seen near Cańon City, July 28, displaying all field marks of a Black-eared Bushtit (not on the Colorado list), was presumably an imm. Com. Bushtit (DAG, CAG). Red-breasted Nuthatches were found at scattered places in Colorado and Wyoming, but were rare in s. Idaho (WHS). Nesting Brown Creepers increased noticeably in Summit Co., Colo. 

DIPPERS, WRENS -- Drought pushed the Dipper higher into the mountains w. of Pueblo; and a successful nesting occurred near McCoy, Colo., even though a cat killed the female. A male House Wren supervised 2 nests at Franklin Basin, Utah, while pairs at Dubois and McCoy raised 2 broods in the same nests. No Bewick's or Rock Wrens were noted at Zion, where they usually nest commonly; Canon Wrens were also down there. The Long-billed Marsh Wren had a good hatch by 90 nesting pairs at Monte Vista, and Farmington Bay had normal numbers. 

THRASHERS, THRUSHES, KINGLETS, PIPITS, WAXWINGS -- Mockingbirds are increasing at Durango "markedly" and have moved into the Cortez, Colo., area (OR, RSy). Malheur had 2 observations of Catbirds during the season. A Brown Thrasher found dead near Bayfield, Colo., was an unusual w. Colorado record (RSy). Bendire's Thrasher, normal in s. Utah, was seen twice in c. Utah, near Vernon (GLK, WS). The Sage Thrasher increased in n.e. Utah, but dropped in numbers in Nevada (B.B.S.). Robins increased by 50 per cent in Franklin Basin. They arrived in Eldora in Feb., but did not begin nesting until May, and achieved only about 50 per cent nesting success due to unhatched eggs, storms, and predators (ravens). They declined in the dry country of w. Colorado (B.B.S.). Malheur had its first summer record of the Hermit Thrush. At Eldora, Swainson's Thrushes have declined from common status 20 years ago to rarity now; none at all appeared this year. A pair of Mountain Bluebirds was carrying food into a hole in the bank of a small gully at Estes Park, an unusual nesting location (AC, SW, GN). Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were common throughout Zion, with young fledgling June 25; a few were found around Cañon City, Colo., including a pair feeding a huge young cowbird in a diminutive nest Aug. 7 (HEK). Water Pipits delayed moving to their tundra breeding areas, perhaps due to the inclement late spring. In early June they were seen far below timberline at Sheridan, Togwotee Pass, Wyo. (MB), Lower Klamath Refuge (HBN), and in Summit Co. At the same time, however, some were their nesting grounds in Summit Co., and several nests with eggs were found near Tennessee Pass, Colo. June 25 & July 4 (NH). Cedar Waxwings were regular at Malheur until June 30; present in s. Idaho after an absence of several years; found at Sheridan all summer; and in Colorado at McCoy, Palisade (SO) and Steamboat Springs (C.F.O.). A Phainopepla was found above Springdale, towards Zion (RIK). Loggerhead Shrike numbers declined on B.B.S. in Nevada. The Starling may be diminishing around Dubois, and throughout Nevada (B.B.S.). It nests commonly in the aspen forests around Flaming Gorge, from 6200-7200 ft., "competing successfully" with the Tree Swallow and Mountain Bluebird for nest holes (JRG). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS -- Red-eyed Vireos nested at 
L. Isabel, having 2 young in mid-July. They occurred at Sheridan during June and July, and s.e. Oregon had 2 records (HBN). Warbling Vireos were common at Unionville, Nev. (REW), but scarce in the Colorado foothills (GMS, HH). Banders at Malheur caught their second 1971 Tennessee Warbler June 12, their seventh record, Oregon's ninth. A pair of late stray Chestnut-sided Warblers (the male singing) near Sedalia, Colo., July 3 were unusual (JC), as was an earlier one near Jefferson, Colo. May 26 (RG). The habitat at Sedalia resembles that near Colorado Springs, where the species nested in 1968, but the Sedalia bird could not be found again. The Ovenbird nested near Story, Wyo. (PlH) and was further w. than usual at Rupert, Ida. May 29. 

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS - Although absent from 
s. Idaho around Rupert, 2-3 Bobolinks stayed at 
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Nat'l Elk Refuge for a week in early June. Orchard Orioles raised young w. of Pueblo. The range of the Scott's Oriole apparently extends to w.c. Utah: reports came from its regular haunts 50 miles n. of Delta, on Topaz Mt. (GLK), and of an ad. with young from the Confusion Range, in Utah 50 miles n.n.e. of Baker, Nev. (fide REW). Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbirds thrived at Nat'l Elk, Farmington Bay, and the Klamath Refuges. Wyoming picked up a new bird for its state list with a Tricolored Blackbird found by visitors to Yellowstone Nat'l Park July 27. The bird, a single, brilliant male, "sang incessantly. and successfully drove a Red-wing from the territory, and made life miserable for the female members of the local Red-wing breeding colony." The bird stayed for a week and a half (RFF). Although doing well at Klamath and Nat'l Elk, the Brewer's Blackbird was down at Farmington Bay. It seemed on the increase in the Colorado mountains, to the point of becoming a nuisance at La Veta (LAC). Com. Grackles spread slowly to the west; now regular at Dubois, other records this year include 2 near Steamboat Springs June 20 (C.F.O.) and 3 at Estes Park June 12 (D.F.O.). The spring male Scarlet Tanager at Estes Park stayed there until June 23, singing during the entire period; however observers found no evidence of nesting (AC). In similar Ponderosa Pine habitat, another male in full song was found near Glendo, Wyo., June 14; nearby were other tanagers, presumably all Western (RES). 

FINCHES, GROSBEAKS, BUNTINGS -- The Rose-breasted Grosbeak, apparently new in Idaho with a record at Pocatello in May, appeared at Rupert June 12 (WHS). Black-headed Grosbeaks were missing from Eldora for the first time this year. Blue Grosbeaks continue to increase around Durango; they were noted feeding young on a B.B.S. route between Dolores and Cortez, Colo. (OR). A similar increase in Blue Grosbeaks occurred at Cedar City, where unusual numbers appeared in July after nesting. The Indigo Bunting made its regular but rare appearance in the Sheridan area June 20. Colorado had a number of reports, including a male singing during June at Red Rocks Park w. of Denver (JC, HEK), and 3 reports from the Pueblo area (DAG, DS, NE). Durango's heavy concentration of Evening Grosbeaks started leaving town June 4, and for 3 days large numbers flew n. at dusk; numbers had diminished greatly by June 7. The last one was seen at Rupert June 21, but in Colorado nesting reports persisted from Durango, Estes Park (MP), and Eldora, but not in Summit Co. Cassin's Finches nested in aspen, instead of conifers, in Franklin Basin, and fed from hummingbird feeders at Jefferson, Colo. Pine Grosbeaks seemed more numerous than usual in the Colorado Rockies (NH), and appeared at L. Isabel for the first time since 1969. Brown-capped Rosy Finches thrived in the high Colorado Rockies; near Silverton, Colo., a pair was feeding nestlings July 15 on Storm King Mt., at the high elevation of 13,200 ft. (HEK). Although Idaho and s. Colorado no Red Crossbills, the n. Colorado and Wyoming Rockies had scattered flocks and individuals during the summer; at least one nest was found at Estes Park (KD). Seven White-winged Crossbills perched on a rail fence at the Stub Creek Ranger Station in Larimer Co., Colo. (JL W, fide RAR). The Lark Bunting, erratic in Idaho, was found nesting in the Elba and Albion Valley s. of Rupert, and one appeared at Minidoka N.W.R. July 3 (JDH). Scattered individuals and small flocks appeared at R.M.N.P. in June and July, and a male was at Hahns Peak July 13. 

SPARROWS, JUNCOS -- Vesper Sparrows were reported as scarce at Sheridan, both in the lowlands and in the mountains. Lark Sparrows seemed more abundant than ever in the Humboldt Range near Winnemucca, Nev.; the spring weather favored their habitat (REW). Wandering Lark Sparrows appeared in R.M.N.P. in Moraine Park and above timberline at Fall River Pass July 30 (LLF), a typical, post-breeding dispersal. Several pairs of Cassin's Sparrows were found w. of Pueblo (DS, DAG). On June 30 Zion recorded its first mid-summer record of the Rufous-crowned Sparrow. The Black-throated Sparrow, usually a common nesting bird at Zion, was not seen there at all; it also dropped in numbers in Nevada (B.B.S.). It is maintaining its usual numbers in s.e. Oregon, however, where it breeds in a restricted area (HBN). One was seen on the Idaho State campus at Pocatello May 31, adding to the very few Idaho records (MRC). Sage Sparrows seem more numerous than usual in the Klamath Basin (JMH), and nesting in s.e. Oregon was completed by June 14. The species was also noted at Dubois June 11 & July 20. In Franklin Basin an Oregon Junco picked a strange nest site: an aspen cavity. Gray-headed Juncos had highly successful nestings at Evergreen. Young were out of the nest at .M.N.P. by July 8, but fledged very late, in Aug., in Summit Co. and at Bailey, Colo. (NH). The dry conditions did not affect the Chipping Sparrows around Pueblo; they hatched good numbers. Seen to 10,000 ft. there, they began scattering to the plains in late July, and to 12,000 ft. in the Indian Peaks Wilderness near Granby, Colo. (HEK). Numbers of Brewer's Sparrows declined on 3 B.B.S. in Idaho and e. Utah. In Durango they were carrying food to the nest in mid-June, while they were still migrating w. of Pueblo at the same time. In s.e. Oregon nesting apparently was much delayed; June 13-17, when they should be hatching eggs and feeding young, male's were in full song, very, very late (HBN). On June 14 came Oregon's first record of the Clay-colored Sparrow. Found in the Alvord desert, observers attracted it with an Audubon bird call; it sang its distinctive, buzzy song, so different from the common Brewer's, and showed off all its 
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field marks (HBN). Fox Sparrows were noted at 3 locations on the Colorado Eastern Slope (D.F.O., RFB, GMS) and 2 or more were singing on the Elk R. near Steamboat Springs; this is the fifth location they have been recorded in w. Colorado. 

CORRIGENDA -- Am. Birds 25: 86: the Tennessee Warbler was seen Sept. 12, not Oct. 12. Am. Birds 25:703 & 775: The Utah Cattle Egret was not the first for Utah; 1 or 2 have been reported at Bear R. N.W.R. each year since 1968. 

I omitted from the last report my acknowledgment of Dr. Oliver K. Scott's 17 years of service to Audubon Field Notes and American Birds. He has reported well and accurately on the bird life of this Region for almost 2 decades. Dr. Scott's knowledge of the Region's birdlife is unsurpassed, and he is a leading authority on the birds of Wyoming as well as keeper of the Wyoming state list. Now incoming President of the Murie Audubon Society in Casper, he continues his fine contributions to the Audubon Society. Currently he and the Murie group are diligently working to counter the threats to the eagle populations in Wyoming, which in winter harbors more eagles than any other of the lower 48 states. 
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The Nesting Season, 1971

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls 

June was colder and wetter than normal with much cloudiness throughout the Region. The first days of July were similar, but a sudden improvement in the weather took place thereafter, bringing about normal temperatures and less rain than usual for the remainder of July. The first half of August was warmer than usual. Snow remained 
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on the ground in the mountains until the very end of July, thereby hampering observations at higher altitudes. The cool, wet spring kept water levels in valley streams, lakes and ponds high for longer than usual, but also contributed to very lush plant growth. Conifers seem to be developing a bumper cone crop. 

LOON, GREBES, ALBATROSS, SHEARWATER, PETRELS -- Arctic Loons were still migrating n. off the Columbia R. entrance on June 12 (RK & HN); a pair of this species was seen at Duncan, B.C., during June and again in early August (JCo). Three Red-necked Grebes in breeding plumage were noted at Victoria, B.C., June 19 (VG) while the 20 individuals seen there July 19 (ARD) were an extraordinary early concentration. A Horned Grebe at Baskett Slough w. of Salem, Oreg., June 1 (JM, fide FZ) is of interest. Offshore trips from Westport, Wash., at Gray's Harbor July 20 and from the Columbia R. July 24 turned up 12-50 Black-footed Albatrosses, 25-200 Fulmars, most of which were dark-phase birds, up to 15 Pink-footed Shearwaters, 50 Fork-tailed Petrels, and, well out from Westport, 30 Leach's Petrels. Thousands of Sooty Shearwaters were offshore by the end of July. 

PELICAN, HERONS - A White Pelican was at Lummi Bay w. of Bellingham, Wash., from June 4 to the end of the report period (PM; TW). A pair of Green Herons raised 2 young at Duncan, B.C., this summer (JCo), constituting the first breeding record for this species on Vancouver I., and perhaps for British Columbia, as far as we know. Single Green Herons were also seen at Iona I., s. of Vancouver, B.C. July 11 (D & MH, fide WC), and at Bellevue, Wash. July 31 (PM); these latter sightings were possibly post-breeding northward wanderers from the s. half of the Region, where the species is uncommon. A Com. Egret near Astoria, Oreg., June 11 (JG) is noteworthy as the northernmost sighting for this species in·this Region to date. A Black-crowned Night-Heron at Brownsville, Oreg. July 6 (HT, fide FZ) is of interest since the species is only occasional anywhere in this Region. A pair of Am. Bitterns was seen repeatedly at Sauvie I. w. of Portland this season (JG), while single birds were observed at Young's Bay w. of Astoria June 11 (JG) and at the Wm. L. Finley N.W.R.s. of Corvallis Aug. 10 (FZ). 

SWANS, GEESE, DUCKS -- Six Whistling Swans which had been at the Finley Refuge through May remained until June 5 when 4 birds left; the other 2 birds, both imms., departed June 14 (FZ). Three Whistling Swans turned up on the Nooksack R. delta n. of Bellingham June 19 (TW). Two Black Brant were at Ocean Shores, Wash., July 10 (GH, et al.), and one was a Leadbetter Pt., Wash., Aug. 14 (HN). A male Pintail, a pair of Shovelers, and 14 Greater Scaup were lingering still at Leadbetter Pt. June 12 (RK & HN). Three Green-winged Teal were still at Baskett Slough June 14 where one was also seen Aug. 9 (JM, fide FZ); a single Green-winged Teal was still at Portland's Delta Park June 21 (JG). Two broods of Blue-winged Teal and one of Cinnamon Teal were observed at Ocean Shores July 31 (GH, et al.). A lone Am. Widgeon was at Lummi Bay on the early date of Aug. 10 (PM & TW). A female Shoveler with 20 young was seen at Duncan Aug. 14 (JCo); a bird of this species had reached the Finley Refuge as early as Aug. 8 (FZ). Ring-necked Ducks were found again during the breeding season on Mount Hood, 8 being sighted at Trillium L., June 20 (DF & JG). On Aug. 10, there were 25 Greater Scaup at Lummi I., Wash. (PM & TW). A Com. Goldeneye at Three Arch Rocks near Tillamook, Oreg., Aug. 3 (HN) was an out-of-season observation, as was the Com. Scoter which spent the summer at Newport, Oreg. (MS, fide HN) and the one observed at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 9 (DF & JG). A pair of Ruddy Ducks accompanied by 7 young was seen in Delta Park, Portland, July 11 (JG). Two female Com. Mergansers with 28 young were found at Sooke, B.C., w. of Victoria July 1 (VG); 12 birds of this species were seen at Newport Aug. 5 (JG, et al.). 

HAWKS, EAGLES, RAILS -- Several imm. Goshawks were observed in the vicinity of Bellingham in July (NL, fide TW). Two Golden Eagles were noted at Pitt Meadows near Vancouver June 17 (RJ & JB, fide WC); an imm. of this species was seen in Oregon's Coast Range w. of Roseburg June 27 (DG, fide AL). Close to 20 Bald Eagles, predominantly imm. birds were observed regularly at Campbell R., B.C., feeding on salmon offal (DS). An ad. of this species was noted near McMinnville, Oreg., Aug. 1 (JG). Reports of Osprey came principally from s. Vancouver I. (ARD; VG) with one bird seen also at Manning Provincial Park, B.C. June 15 (VG). An imm. Peregrine was found at Samish I., Wash. July 21 
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(NL, fide TW); an ad. was at Lummi Bay, Aug. 8-10 (TW, et al.). A Pigeon Hawk was chasing 'peeps' at Tillamook Bay Aug. 8 (JG, et al.). An Am. Coot was found at Baskett Slough Aug. 4 and again on Aug. 14 (JM, fide FZ). 

SHOREBIRDS -- Late, presumably northward migrating shorebirds of the following species and numbers were recorded at Leadbetter Pt. June 12: 2 Am. Golden Plover, 30 Black-bellied Plover, 1 Dunlin, 12 dowitchers, and one N. Phalarope (RK & HN); a day earlier 7 Dunlin had been noted at the s. jetty of the Columbia R. (JG), and on June 5 a Greater Yellowlegs had been still at Finley Refuge (FZ). Snowy Plovers with a juvenile too young to fly were found at Ocean Shores July 10 (GH, et al.); other Snowys were noted at the s. jetty area July 17 & 24 (HN) and at Tillamook Aug. 8 (JG, et al.). Com. Snipe nested at Duncan, B.C. (JCo), at Fort Lewis, Wash. (VC & DJ), and were suspected of nesting also at Finley Refuge (FZ). Six Wilson's Phalaropes were seen at Iona I. June 19 (JW, fide WC). The vanguard of returning fall migrants was evidently the 10 W. Sandpipers which reached Baskett Slough as early as June 30, where representatives of this species were present for the remainder of the report period. Semipalmated Plovers were at Victoria as early as July 7 (ARD), and were well noted in favored coastal localities further south in the next three weeks, as were also to a lesser extent Whimbrels, Greater Yellowlegs, Least Sandpipers, Long-billed Dowitchers, W. Sandpipers and Sanderlings. Later migrants not appearing as widely until the last few days of July or early August were Black-bellied Plovers, Surfbirds, Wandering Tattlers, Lesser Yellowlegs, Baird's Sandpipers, and N. Phalaropes. Worthy of special note were three Am. Golden Plovers at Ocean Shores still in breeding plumage July 31 (GH), a Solitary Sandpiper at Iona I. also July 31 (AP et al., fide WC), and 15 Knot at Ocean Shores July 6, plus the 27 there July 10 (GH). Also of special interest are the two Pectoral Sandpipers which were early at Duncan July 31 (JCo), the Stilt Sandpiper at Iona I. July 4 (JH, EH, & WR, fide WC), the Semipalmated Sandpiper at Westham I. July 17 (AP & TF) and another at Iona I. Aug. 15 (TW), the 6 Marbled Godwits at Ocean Shores July 10 (GH), and the 15 Red Phalaropes seen in small groups from 20 to 30 miles off the Columbia R. July 24 (TL). 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS -- A few Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers were seen out of Westport and from the mouth of the Columbia R. after July 17. A Long-tailed Jaeger was noted at Three Arch Rocks July 13 (ML). On July 20, a Skua was found at sea 30 miles off Westport (TW). Glaucous-winged Gulls evidently experienced good nesting success in Puget Sound; individuals were present along the Washington and Oregon coasts all summer to at least Waldport (HN). A nest of this species containing 2 nearly fledged young found Aug. 10 at L. Whatcom near Bellingham was unique, being on fresh water (JD, fide TW). California Gulls were noted moving n. along the Oregon coast through much of July. An ad. Franklin's Gull appeared at Stanley Park, Vancouver June 13 (AP, fide WC); imms. in numbers up to 20 were present in the Duncan-Vancouver-Bellingham triangle in late July and early August. Bonaparte's Gulls were present by the hundreds in the Blaine-Bellingham area throughout the report period; 500 were at Ocean Shores July 31 (GH) and almost 1200 were at Iona I. Aug. 6 (EM, fide WC). Five Bonaparte's Gulls were seen at Baskett Slough, June 3 OM, fide FZ) and one was at Sand L. s. of Tillamook, July 10 (JG). Heermann's Gulls appeared in the coastal areas of the Region the first week in July and were common after the third week in July. Black-legged Kittiwakes were present in small numbers at the mouth of the Columbia R. and offshore from there throughout the period. Two of this species were found at Victoria June 19, and one was there July 17 & 23 (VG). On July 20 three Sabine's Gulls were seen at sea well out of Westport (TW); on July 24, 2 individuals were seen separately 20 and 30 miles respectively w. of the Columbia R. (TL). Com. Terns were present in the Blaine-Bellingham vicinity after July 4 when 50 individuals were observed; 10 were seen far off Westport July 20 (TW), while 35 were on the beach at Ocean Shores, July 31 (GH, et al.). Three Arctic Terns were found 20 miles to seaward of the Columbia R. mouth July 24 (TL). Caspian Terns were more widely reported than ever before, from Tillamook n. to Vancouver, with an unprecedented concentration of over 200 at Ocean Shores July 31 (GH, et al.); one at the inland location of Halsey, Oreg., June 12 (HT, fide FZ) is particularly noteworthy. Only 3 individual Black Terns were sighted: at Baskett Slough, June 14 (FZ), and at Iona I., June 19 (JW, fide WC) and July 11 (BMa, fide WC) 

ALCIDS -- An apparent albino Pigeon Guillemot was paired with a normal bird at Colville I., Wash. July 11 (TW). Marbled Murrelets were observed in some numbers at Boundary Bay, s. of Vancouver in June (AB, fide TW), at Bellingham Bay through the report period (TW), at the Columbia R. mouth in July (TL), and along the n. Oregon coast in June and, in August (JG; HN; MS, et al.). Three Cassin's 'Auklets were at sea 30 miles w. of the Columbia R. July 24 (TL), and in some numbers at Victoria Aug. 11 (KT, fide ARD). Up to 250 Rhinoceros Auklets were recorded around Victoria in late July and early August (DS) where smaller numbers had been seen earlier in the report period (ARD); this species was said to be abundant around the San Juan Is. and in the Strait of Juan de Fuca this summer (TW); 6 individuals were seen at Yaquina Head, Newport, June 26 (TL, HN & MS). Tufted Puffins were sparsely reported, 6 or 7 being found 
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up to 30 miles at sea off the Columbia R. July 24 (TL), and up to a dozen at three separate localities on the Oregon coast in early August. 

GOATSUCKERS, HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS -- A concentration of 500 Com. Nighthawks between Ladysmith and Courtenay, B.C. Vancouver I., Aug. 4 (DS) is of interest. Mingled with them at Ladysmith were 50 Black Swifts (DS); 14 of these birds had been seen at Duncan nearby in early June (JCo); one was also seen on Hurricane Ridge in Olympic Nat'l Park, July 29 (VG). A pair of Black-chinned Hummingbirds was at Shady Cove, Oreg., on the Rogue R., July 3, and on July 6-7 a pair of Anna's Hummingbirds was observed there (MM, fide JHi). Rufous Hummingbirds are reported to have been very numerous at Eugene, Oreg. this summer (AL). An Allen's Hummingbird was at a Thurston, Oreg. feeder June 3 (LM). Acorn Woodpecker nestings at Finley Refuge were down 50 per cent from last year's (FZ) but 4 pairs spent the summer at McMinnville, Oreg. Lewis' Woodpeckers were unreported. Two N. Three-toed Woodpeckers were discovered at White Pass s.e. of Mt. Rainier Aug. 11 (BM & PM). 

FLYCATCHERS, LARKS, SWALLOWS, WRENS -- E. Kingbirds were found at Pitt Meadows, June 2 and July 4; at the Alouette R. June 6 (both places being e. of Vancouver); and at Marietta, Wash. June 19. One was at Baskett Slough, June 29 (JM, fide FZ), and another was at Miracle Beach, Vancouver I. Aug. 6 (DS). W. Kingbirds were recorded at Westham I. near Vancouver June 5 (RJ, fide WC); at Baskett Slough where two were discovered June 14; and at Elk City, in Oregon's coast range June 16 (FZ). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was found at Molalla, Oreg. Aug. 2 (RK) for the first record of this bird in n.w. Oregon. A few Horned Larks nested at Finley Refuge this summer (FZ). Violet-green and Tree Swallows are reported to have suffered mortality in the Duncan area because of June's wet and cold (JCo); in the Willamette Valley of Oregon, they evidently enjoyed good nesting success (FZ). A Bank Swallow at Duncan June 23 (JCo, et al.), and a Rough-winged Swallow at Tillamook Aug. 8, (JG et al.) are both of interest. The only reports of Purple Martins were of a few which nested at L. Whatcom (TW) and one pair which nested at Sauvie I. (JG). House Wrens had good nesting success at Finley Refuge where a dozen pairs brought off young (FZ); a pair was noted in L. Oswego, Oreg. June 11 & 19 (JBC), and a family group was discovered in Salem July 16 (TM). 

MIMIDS, THRUSHES, VIREOS AND WARBLERS -- A Catbird was found again at Pitt Meadows June 6 (JW, fide WC), while 8 more were found the same day along the nearby Alouette R. (J & EH, fide WC). A Townsend's Solitaire was singing on Larch Mountain e. of Portland June 3 (HN) and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet was seen at Finley Refuge, June 20 (FZ), both of which are out-of the-ordinary records. Starlings nested widely throughout the Region. Solitary Vireos were regularly found at Victoria through the 1971 breeding season (ARD); additional individuals were seen at Scappoose, Oreg., July 10 (JG) and at McMinnville, July 20 (DF & JG). Red-eyed Vireos were also repeatedly observed at Victoria (ARD; KT); 3 were found at Bellevue, Wash., July 31 and Aug. 8, while 2 more were at Snoqualmie Falls, Aug. 12 (BM & PM). Warbling Vireos were considered scarce everywhere in the Region this season. Three Nashville Warblers were recorded singing at Newhalem, Wash., on a breeding bird survey conducted June 6 (TW); an ad. with 2 young was observed at McMinnville Aug. 1 (JG, et al.). A single bird was also found at Victoria Aug. 2 (KT). Thirteen Hermit Warblers were counted on Larch Mt. e. of Portland June 7 (JG & RW). Half-a-dozen or more Yellow-breasted Chats were at the Finley Refuge from June through mid-July, the last record being one July 22 (FZ). 

BLACKBIRDS, FINCHES -- Six Yellow-headed Blackbirds were found regularly throughout the season at Portland's Delta Park (1G). Bullock's Oriole may be declining in abundance in this Region, as reports are singularly few for the present season, and for recent past breeding seasons as well. Brown-headed Cowbirds were abundant at Victoria this year (ARD), but in w. Oregon the impression was that they were not as prevalent as in the several years just past. Evening Grosbeaks were regularly recorded in Oregon's Cascades this summer; in fact, some remained in the Portland area until July (HN) and one was at Finley Refuge July 12 and Aug. 1 (FZ). A male Lazuli Bunting was recorded at Mt. Fromm, N. Vancouver, B.C. June 9 (AP, fide WC); several were found along the Skagit R. near Marblemount, Wash., June 6 (TW); they were "very common" in Yamhill Co., Oreg., this summer (JG). A dozen Cassin's Finches were observed in Manning Provo Park, B.C., June 14-15 (VG). House Finches were common at Victoria for the season (ARD). A pair of Pine Grosbeaks was seen at Manning Park, also June 14-15 (YG). Pine Siskins were thinly scattered in the n. two thirds of the Region this year. Up to eight Lesser Goldfinches were regular at feeders just s. of Finley Refuge in June and July (FZ). Four Red Crossbills appeared at Cape Meares, Oreg. July 3 (RF, TL & HN); 10 were at nearby Netarts Aug. 8, and 7 were at Tillamook, Aug. 9 (DF & JG); elsewhere, 3 female  were seen at Victoria, July 11 and 8 were at Leadbetter Point, July 14 (RF, HN, et al.). 

SPARROWS -- A Vesper Sparrow was well seen on a roadside wire near Mill Bay, 18 miles n.w. of Victoria June 26 (MPi, fide VG); 2 were at Ocean Shores, July 31 (GH). A Lincoln's Sparrow was seen on the Finley Refuge, June 4 & 23 (fide FZ); another was at Marietta, Aug. 8 (TW). 
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