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Autumn Migration, 1969

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

Moisture deficiency, already severe for the year, continued to increase nearly every-
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where in the Region. Most localities reported no precipitation or only traces during August, with temperatures average or slightly below normal. The only exception was central and northern British Columbia, which was colder and wetter than normal. The August pattern continued through the first half of September, but around mid-month subnormal temperatures set in, along with rains that did not, however, bring the month's rainfall total anywhere near normal. The exception was again British Columbia, where up to twice normal precipitation occurred in some localities. October was quite uniformly cold and dry over the Region. Spokane, Wash. averaged 5.4 degrees below normal, and Missoula had one of the coldest Octobers on record. At Baker, Oreg. a temperature of 11 F. on the 13th was the lowest in 50 years. Spokane received 0.45 inch of moisture (about 40 percent of normal), but some other localities did better. The Nat'l Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. received 0.98 inch (about 30 percent below normal). Walla Walla, Wash. had 2.63 inches. Bozeman, Mont. had several heavy snowfalls that quickly melted. The latter half of October brought rain and snow to British Columbia. November was moderate, even slightly on the mild side, with precipitation generally much below normal throughout the Region. The latter half of the month brought cool, foggy days in British Columbia, eastern Washington and areas east at least to Missoula, Mont. No appreciable snow cover was present in the valleys or lower mountains and lakes and ponds were mostly unfrozen to the end of the report period. The weather pattern seemed not to have greatly affected the migration timetable. The usual few late stragglers were noted and, in a few instances, flurries of activity followed storms in the mountains. Bob Woodley remarked that the warmer fall had slowed the waterfowl influx into the Columbia Basin around Richland, Wash. Lack of water in the lower Flathead Valley of western Montana discouraged waterfowl there. Water and food supplies held up well at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. in spite of the drought and attracted good numbers of waterfowl. Freezing over of the refuge's ponds in late November reduced numbers severely. A rather high number of species showing east-west displacement into the Region was recorded: nine from the east and nine from the west. No generalizations concerning movement of the northern finches seem warranted at this time. 

Loons, Grebes — In addition to the usual sprinkling of Com. Loons, with the largest concentration being 10 birds at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 11 (S.A.S.), 1 Arctic Loon was observed at Banks Lake on Nov. 23 (S.A.S.) and 3 were seen there on Nov. 28 (WH). At least as noteworthy was a Red-throated Loon observed at Three Forks, Mont. on Nov. 11 (ETH, RAH & JS; PDS) and seen by a number of observers until Nov. 15; this is the fourth or fifth record for the state. Some 200 Horned Grebes were concentrated on Soap and Lenore Lakes, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 28 (WH). Eared Grebes reached a peak of 400 at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. early in the autumn. Western Grebes were relatively abundant at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. compared to previous years; 20 were seen there on Oct. 27. Forty Pied-billed Grebes were counted at McNary Refuge on Nov. 19. 

Pelicans, Cormorant, Herons — White Pelicans reached peak numbers, 75, at McNary Refuge in September, but all left a few days before the hunting season opened. A single Double-crested Cormorant was reported for the Region: a bird seen at McNary Refuge on Sept. 17. Great Blue Herons were very common on Ninepipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges in Lake County, Mont. where an abundance of food was available following extreme draw-down of the reservoirs because of drought; 30 were noted at Pablo Refuge on Aug. 29 and 40 at Ninepipe Refuge on Nov. 27. Black-crowned Night Herons were abundant at McNary Refuge, where the refuge population is about 150 birds. 

Swans — Whistling Swans were much in evidence during October and November: a peak of 430, the highest peak since 1952, was noted at Turnbull Refuge just before the freeze-up in late November; 400 were seen on Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. on Nov. 11 (ETH, RAH & JS) and 230 were still there on Nov. 23 (RAH & PDS); the November aerial census at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. revealed 175 birds present, although six lakes were not examined. In contrast, relatively few were seen in the Pablo—Ninepipe Refuge area; 11 were noted at Pablo Refuge on Nov. 17. Eighteen Trumpeter Swans flew over Vernon, B.C. on Oct. 26 (BAS); one was seen on Horsefly Lake, east of Williams Lake, B.C. on Oct. 13 and another was observed at Prince George, B.C. on Nov. 30 (CS); and the species was noted in the Bozeman, Mont. area. At Turnbull Refuge the highest count for the species during the autumn was 24, 4 of 
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these being cygnets. Two pairs, each with a cygnet, returned in October; this represents the first successful nesting outside the refuge since the flock was established there. 

Geese — Canada Goose numbers appeared good at most localities. The population at McNary Refuge was estimated at 22,500. Between 20,000 and 25,000 were present at Stratford, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 11; 4 White-fronted Geese were noted among them (S.A.S.). Some 6000 Canadas were present at Columbia Refuge at the end of the fall report period, after an earlier peak of 47,000. Numbers were up slightly in the southern Flathead Valley, Lake Co., Mont., with peaks of 815 at Ninepipe Refuge, 1030 at Pablo Refuge, and 150 at the Bison Range. Seven Snow Geese moving south over Vernon, B.C. on Nov. 24 (BAS) furnished a late date for the species. Two adult Blue Geese lingered on the Columbia River near McNary Refuge from late October (JRA, JE). 

Ducks — The November aerial census found 313,600 Mallards and 46,600 other ducks at Columbia Refuge; about 78,000 ducks remained there at the end of the fall report period. About 40,000 Mallards were present at McNary Refuge at the end of the period, an increase of 15,000 over last year. At Turnbull Refuge the species peaked at 11,500 in late November; the combined peak for Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges and the Bison Range was 18,500, much lower than normal, owing to low water (SPH). Gadwall peaked at 1200 at Turnbull Refuge, and two Pintail waves there numbered 1300 and 2000. About 4000 Pintails were present at Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges in late August (SPH), and about 1000 remained at McNary Refuge at November's end. American Widgeon numbered 5500 at Turnbull Refuge in mid-October; at McNary Refuge, the peak of 2300 was much below last year's top count of 5000. Thirty Wood Ducks were noted at Turnbull Refuge in early October, and at least 10 were seen on the Pend Oreille River near Cusick, Wash. on Sept. 27 (JA). Canvasbacks peaked at 2800 at McNary Refuge, and a count of 600 at Turnbull Refuge was many times the previous highs of the last several years. One or two White-winged Scoters were observed in the Turnbull Refuge—Medical Lake—Silver Lake area of Spokane County, Wash. between Oct. 19 and 26 (JA, WH, S.A.S.); 1 found dead at Turnbull Refuge was sent to Washington State University for preservation as a specimen; 1 was seen on Lake Kachess, Kittitas Co., Wash. on Oct. 2 (PM). Two Surf Scoters were identified at Granite Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Oct. 19 (JA, WH). A Hooded Merganser observation at Three Forks, Mont. on Nov. 21 (ETH & RAH) constituted only the tenth sighting for that area. A notable concentration of 300 Com. Mergansers was found on Okanagan Lake, B.C. on Nov. 22 (KG). 

Vulture, Hawks, Eagles — A Turkey Vulture sighted near Cusick, Wash. on Sept. 27 (S.A.S.) was the only report of the species. Two careful sightings of Harlan's Hawks were made, one of them a bird seen 6 miles south of Vernon, B.C. on Sept. 4 and the other a bird seen near Grass Valley, Sherman Co., Oreg. on Nov. 13 (ER & WR). Eight Golden Eagles were observed along the Columbia River in the vicinity of McNary Refuge, Nov. 26 (WHn). The species was relatively common at the Bison Range; individuals were seen on three occasions in Grant and Lincoln Counties, Wash. (WH, S.A.S.); and birds were reported from the Bozeman, Mont. area. The largest count of Bald Eagles ever made in the Glacier Nat'l Park, Mont. area, 373 birds, was obtained on Nov. 20; the eagles come each autumn to feed upon the Kokanee salmon which spawn there (RMcC, fide LMM). A few were noted elsewhere; 1 appeared near the fish hatchery close to Spokane, Wash. (S.A.S.). A Gyrfalcon, a species seldom reported in the Region, was noted at Okanagan Landing in southern British Columbia, Nov. 22 (KG). 

Gallinaceous Birds — In the Spokane area, Ring-necked Pheasant numbers seemed not to have recovered completely from serious losses last winter. In contrast, at Vernon, B.C., numbers rebounded from heavy winter mortality, with higher numbers found than for probably 10 years. The species was described as very abundant in the McNary Refuge area and numerous in the vicinity of Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges and the Bison Range in western Montana. California Quail brood survival near McNary Refuge at Ringold, Wash. apparently was poor, judging from hunting success, but the birds appeared to be making a fairly good comeback at Spokane after last winter's hardships. Chukars were recovering well from winter losses on the Bison Range. Gray Partridge numbers apparently did not recover appreciably in the Spokane area, and a total population of only 20 was estimated for nearby Turnbull Refuge. One or two Turkeys were found on Turnbull Refuge, and 30 were noted near Kalispell, Mont. where the species is reported to have been introduced three years ago (EH). 

Cranes — Three Sandhill Cranes were seen at Turnbull Refuge in September; 14 were seen flying at Calispell Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Sept. 28 (WH); about 8 stopped briefly in a harvested corn field at Walla Walla, Wash. about Sept. 1. 

Shorebirds — Perhaps 2000 Killdeer were at Turnbull Refuge in early September, but only a very few remained after freeze-up. The species reached a peak of 250 at McNary Refuge in late October, and about 50 were still present in one field near Vernon, B.C. on Nov. 22. Two Am. Golden Plovers were observed several times between Sept. 7 and 21 at Reardan, Wash. (JA, WH, S.A.S.). No Black-bellied Plovers were seen there, which is rather unusual. In fact none were reported for the Region. The shorebird movement in the Spokane—Reardan area was not a notable one, with low numbers compared to those for previous years, but it did yield an observation of a Knot at Reardan on Sept. 7 (JA, WH). There are less than a half-dozen records for the species in eastern Washington. The reports generally suggest average or less than average shorebird numbers for other localities also. However, both species of yellowlegs and Western Sandpipers were described as numerous at Pablo Refuge, and about 40 Lesser Yellowlegs remained at Turnbull Refuge until Oct. 1. A Spotted Sandpiper at Bozeman on Oct. 26 (LMM) was remarkably late. Baird's Sandpiper numbered 100+ at Ninepipe Refuge on Sept. 13 (EH). Two other unusual appearances at 
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Reardan, Wash. were a Marbled Godwit on Sept. 16 (JA) and a Sanderling on Sept. 27-28 (JA, WH); another Sanderling was noted at Stratford, Wash. on Oct. 11 (JA). 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns — A jaeger sp., apparently a Parasitic Jaeger, was seen at close range at Banks Lake, Wash. on Oct. 11 (JA & KL). A Bonaparte's Gull observation at Three Forks, Mont. on Nov. 11 (ETH, RAH & JS; PDS) furnished a late record. A Sabine's Gull seen at Banks Lake on Oct. 11 and 12 (JA & KL; WH) was the first for eastern Washington since 1963. About 15 Com. Terns were reported at Turnbull Refuge on Aug. 30 (FBH); although the species is not on the refuge list, the observer reported a good view and was sure of the identification. 

Doves, Owls — Mourning Dove numbers appeared normal except for a scarcity in the Vernon, B.C. area, perhaps reflecting last winter's losses. At the same locality a pair of Ringed Turtle Doves that escaped from an aviary there last winter reared 1 young. The birds were still roosting in the nest tree at the end of November. Great Horned Owls staged something of an invasion in the Okanagan Valley around Vernon where they were seen and heard frequently (DB, JTF, MM, HV). The population of this species at Turnbull Refuge was estimated at 10 birds. More Pygmy Owls were found in the Okanagan Valley than were expected after last winter's casualties. A Barred Owl was found dead on the road 5 miles east of Vernon on Nov. 19. Short-eared Owls appeared to be only a little more common at Vernon in spite of the highest population of Microtus mice in 20 years, but they were reported as being numerous in the vicinity of Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges and the Bison Range. This species and the Burrowing Owl were described as frequent at McNary Refuge. 

Goatsuckers, Swifts — A very late Poor-will was noted on Sept. 27 in the Dishman Hills at Spokane (JR). A few Com. Nighthawks stayed as late as Sept. 12, which is very late, at Baker, Oreg. (AW); the latest for the season were 8 seen at Prineville, Oreg. on Sept. 21 and an observation of this species in Gallatin County, Mont. on Sept. 22 (ETH & RAH). About 20 Vaux's Swifts were seen at Mount Spokane, north of Spokane, Aug. 31 (JA). The species was last noted at Missoula on Aug. 17. A late White-throated Swift was seen near Soap Lake, Wash. on Oct. 11 (JA).

Woodpeckers, Flycatcher — A male Yellow-shafted Flicker was observed at Spokane, Oct. 7-10 (LM). The Pileated Woodpecker was reported as "common" and the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker as "not uncommon" around the Flathead Valley, Mont. (EH). Two individuals of the latter species were seen in the Salmo and Shedroof area of Pend Oreille County, Wash. on Nov. 11 (JA); the species also was noted in Gallatin County, Mont. on Sept. 7 (RAH). The uncommon White-headed Woodpecker was noted in Penticton, B.C. on Oct. 18 (SRC), with 2 observed near Gifford, Stevens Co., Wash. on Oct. 5 (WH). A Say's Phoebe was seen on Sept. 12 at Missoula, Mont. where fall records are few. 

Swallows, Corvids — Swallows seemed to slip away during September and early October without forming any large flocks. A Barn Swallow, carefully identified, was noted in Prineville, Oreg. on the remarkably late date of Nov. 26 (JK). All swallows were scarce or absent during summer and fall in the Walla Walla, Wash. area. A Blue Jay appeared at Turnbull Refuge in November; another was seen with Steller's Jays on a ranch in Gallatin Canyon near Bozeman, Mont., Oct. 10-12 (MTP, fide PDS). A Steller's Jay was noted on Nov. 28 at the Bison Range where the species is rarely seen (VBM). A great influx of these birds occurred in the Okanagan Valley around Vernon, B.C., with 1-5 frequenting many bird feeding stations in the city. One came into Baker, Oreg. on Oct. 31, apparently driven there with several other species by rain and snow (AW). The sighting of a Clark's Nutcracker at Horsefly Lake, B.C. on Oct. 13 was unusual. 

Chickadees, Nuthatches — The Boreal Chickadee seemed to be somewhat more common than usual in central British Columbia, with sightings at Finmoore and McLeod Lake in the Prince George area and at Apex Mountain near Penticton (SRC). At least 10 birds also were noted in the Salmo and Shedroof area of northeastern Washington (JA). More than the usual number of reports of White-breasted Nuthatches suggested an upswing in numbers for this uncommon species. This was particularly true for Spokane and for Turnbull Refuge where the birds were reported as being seen "frequently." The species also was observed on two dates in Gallatin County, Mont. (ETH & RAH) and on Moscow Mountain near Moscow, Idaho (LMJ). 

Wrens, Bluebirds, Kinglets — At Turnbull Refuge much attention has been given to the Long-billed Marsh Wren because of the fear that large numbers had been lost during the severe winter, but the birds were seen frequently early in the fall and some still remained as late as Nov. 20. At Swan Lake near Vernon, B.C., 1 was seen on Nov. 22. In the South Okanagan Valley, no Cañon Wrens were found anywhere in the species' usual haunts (SRC), and thus it appears that the birds were wiped out last winter. Mountain Bluebirds were reported in eight widely scattered localities, the largest group was 25+ birds seen east of Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 21 (S.A.S.). Of much interest are the results of the Mountain Bluebird nestbox project of the Sacajawea Audubon Society in the Bozeman area. Fifty boxes were erected during the spring of 1969 and were checked periodically. Use of the boxes by bluebirds was limited, with only two boxes being occupied by these birds. Eight were used by House Wrens, eight by Tree Swallows and one by a pair of Mountain Chickadees. The project will be continues for another year (LMM). Few Western Bluebirds were reported, these at Turnbull Refuge and in the general vicinity of Spokane. A late Ruby-crowned Kinglet was noted near Ellensburg, Wash. on Nov. 1 (PM), and a record late date for this species was obtained at Bozeman Nov. 18. 

Waxwings, Shrike, Starling — A decided dearth of Bohemian Waxwings was the rule at most localities, with the species the scarcest in many years in the Okanagan Valley. An extremely poor mountain ash berry crop at Spokane no doubt discouraged this species and fruit-eaters in general. At Missoula, the species arrived late, with a few noted on Nov. 15, built up to flocks of 200-300 noted daily by the close 
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of the period. An adult Loggerhead Shrike was observed on the late date of Oct. 14 at Ellensburg, Wash. (PM). The main Starling movement seemed to be in September, with a flock of at least 1000 birds seen near Spokane on the 7th (S.A.S.) and flocks of several thousand birds seen in the Vernon area. 

Warblers — Four Yellow Warblers were observed near Lowden, Walla Walla Co., Wash. on the very late date of Oct. 4 (NFM), and 1 was noted at Clarkston, Wash. on Oct. 1 (MJP). The next latest departure date was Sept. 6 at the Bison Range (SPH). Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were common in mixed flocks of warblers and other small birds at Prince George, B.C. on Sept. 14, and Audubon's Warblers frequently were noted well into October at many localities. The Hermit Warbler was noted on Aug. 6 at Bend, Oreg. (FBH). Individual Yellowthroats were still at Missoula on the late date of Oct. 23 and at Spokane on Oct. 10 (S.A.S.). A very late Wilson's Warbler was seen at Vernon on Nov. 11-12 (KG). 

Blackbirds, Orioles — A Western Meadowlark was observed at Macalister, 40 miles south of Quesnel, B.C., on Sept. 10; the species is rather scarce this far north. Bullock's Oriole, mentioned by only two reporters, was gone from the Spokane (S.A.S.) and Missoula areas by August. A Rusty Blackbird observed closely at Missoula on Oct. 20 constituted that locality's second record in thirty years. A Brown-headed Cowbird observed in Gallatin County, Mont. on Aug. 26 (ETH & RAH) was one day later than the previous late record there; 2 seen feeding with Red-winged and Brewer's Blackbirds at a cattle feed trough near Coulee City, Wash. on Nov. 23 (S.A.S.) were most extraordinary. 

Finches — Evening Grosbeaks began appearing in the lowlands in August and were few to numerous at many localities during September and October, generally dwindling markedly in November. A flock of 50 was noted at Rockford, Wash. on Nov. 16 (S.A.S.). In the Okanagan Valley a scarcity of Norway maple seeds in the towns probably at least partly explained the low numbers there. House Finches were scarce in the Okanagan Valley after last winter's heavy mortality. However, Missoula, Mont., recently invaded by this species, had flocks of up to 40 birds. Pine Grosbeaks showed more movement down into the valleys than usual; the species was sighted on three dates in November at Spokane, where its occurrence is unusual, and more than usual were noted in the Okanagan Valley (JTF, JG). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches appeared near Ennis, Mont., with 500 noted on Nov. 2 (ETH & RAH); near Missoula, with flocks of 80-160 seen daily, Oct. 16-19; at Banks Lake, Wash., where 1 was seen on Nov. 1 (JA); and near Baker, Oreg., where 100+ were recorded on Nov. 27 (AW). The Com. Redpoll put in a few appearances: small flocks were noted at Missoula from late October on; 250-300 were seen at Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Nov. 11 (JA & WH); a few small flocks were present in the Okanagan Valley around Vernon and Lavington; 1 was seen at Clarkston, Wash. on Oct. 1 (MJP), and 2 were noted at Spokane on Nov. 2 (THR). Pine Siskins had mostly left by mid-October. At Prineville, Oreg., the species lingered through November, which is unusual; at Vernon, a small flock on Nov. 27 was the only one observed. Small flocks of Am. Goldfinches persisted in the Spokane area through November (S.A.S.). Red Crossbills were generally scarce, with none noted at Missoula or Vernon. A very poor cone crop on Douglas fir and spruces at Vernon no doubt contributed to this scarcity. White-winged Crossbills were noted only in the Salmo and Shedroof area of northeastern Washington, Nov. 11 (JA). 

Sparrows — A few Tree Sparrows were seen at Banks Lake, Wash. on Oct. 11 and Nov. 23 (S.A.S.). Small numbers appeared at Missoula at intervals between Oct. 15 and Nov. 18, with the birds first seen in Gallatin and Madison Counties, Mont. on Oct. 18 (ETH & RAH). The species was first seen at Laving-ton, B.C. on Nov. 8. A Clay-colored Sparrow was identified at Missoula, Aug. 29. Harris' Sparrows were identified at five localities: Missoula, an immature bird present Oct. 9—Nov. 3; Turnbull Refuge, an immature bird seen on Oct. 11 (FBH); Lavington, B.C., 1 seen on Oct. 25 and Nov. 2; Enderby, B.C., 1 seen on Oct. 24 (MM); Spokane, 1 seen on Oct. 26 (LM). Many Golden-crowned Sparrow sightings were reported for eastern Washington. At Spokane, 1 was seen on the Little Spokane River on Sept. 10, 1 in Indian Canyon on Sept. 9, and 3 in Indian Canyon on Sept. 20 (S.A.S.). Other records included 1 seen near Cusick on Sept. 27 and 1 at Banks Lake on Oct. 11 (S.A.S.) and 2 seen at Lake Kachess, Kittitas Co. on Oct. 2 (PM). Particularly interesting are data obtained by mist-netting near Ellensburg by Robert A. Lewis and assisting personnel of the Laboratory of Avian Physiology, University of Washington. Golden-crowned Sparrows were captured as follows: 2 on Sept. 30, 12 on Oct. 4, 20 on Oct. 8, and 3 on Oct. 14. During the period only one sight record of this species in that vicinity was obtained by the same personnel, on Nov. 1 (PM). A single White-throated Sparrow was netted near Ellensburg on Oct. 4 (PM). An adult of this species in winter plumage was seen at Turnbull Refuge on Sept. 27 (FBH) and what was probably the same bird was seen there on the next day by refuge personnel; another adult was observed near Usk, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Sept. 27 and 28 (WH, S.A.S.). McCown's Longspur was last seen on Sept. 14 in Madison County, Mont., the only locality reporting the species. One or two Lapland Longspurs were seen occasionally at Missoula, Oct. 9—Nov. 2; 1 was seen on Oct. 12 and 20 on Oct. 19 in the vicinity of Geiger Field and Fairchild Air Force Base just west of Spokane (JA); small numbers also were noted on trips into the Columbia Basin farther west (JA). A few Snow Buntings appeared at three localities and at very early dates: Oct. 13 and thereafter at Missoula, groups of no more than 5 birds; Oct. 31 at the Bison Range, "several" (VBM); and Oct. 25 at Spokane, 8-10 birds (ERynds). 

Corrigendum — Credit for identification of the male Purple Finch present at a feeder in Bozeman, Mont., March 27-28, 1969 (Audubon Field Notes 23:502) should go to Eve T. Hays and Ray A. Hays. 

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) — (JA), James Acton; (JRA), John R. Akin, McNary Nat'l Wildlife 
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Refuge, Burbank, Wash. and vicinity; (RLB), Robert L. Barber, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. and Nine-pipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges, Charlo, Mont.; (DB), Dennis Beddows; (SRC), Steve R. Cannings; (HC), Helen Carlson; (EJC), E. J. Collins, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (JE), James England; (JTF), Jack T. Fowle; (JG), James Grant, southern interior British Columbia; (KG), Karl Gruener; (WH), Warren Hall; (RLH), Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (WHn), Wayne Hansen; (ETH), Eve T. Hays; (RAH), Ray A. Hays; (SPH), Steven P. Hedges; (EH), Eugene Huna; (FBH), Frances B. Huston; (LMJ), Loring M. Jones; (JK), John Knox; (KL), Katherine Laupp; (RMcC), Riley McClelland; (MM), Mary Mack; (JMM), Jon M. Malcolm, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (PM), Phil Mattocks; (VBM), Victor B. May; (NFM), Niel F. Meadowcroft, Walla Walla, Wash. area; (LM), Lorena Miller; (LMM), Louis M. Moos; (GM), Gerald Morsello, Prineville, Oreg. area; (MTP), Mr. & Mrs. M. T. Patten; (MJP), Margaret J. Polumsky; (ER), Emmy Reese; (WR), William Reese; (ERynds), Edward Reynolds; (JR), Jan Reynolds; (THR), Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS), Donald R. Skaar; (PDS), P. D. Skaar, Bozeman — Three Forks — Ennis, Mont. area; (CS), Cyril Smith; (S.A.S.), Spokane Audubon Society; Mrs. S. O. Stanley, reporting for Spokane Audubon Society, northeastern Washington; (BAS), Ben A. Sugden; (JS), John Swenson; (HV), Hank Vanderwal; (AW), Ann Ward; (REW), Robert E. Woodley, reporting for Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society, Richland — Kennewick — Pasco, Wash. area. 



Autumn Migration, 1969

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The past season was not fall in some parts of the Region; it was summer and then winter. In the
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Rockies warm weather was terminated by violent snowstorms in mid-October, with the temperature at Evergreen west of Denver falling to -8 F. on Oct. 13, the lowest temperature on record for the time of the year. The result of the lack of a true fall was a poor migration. Perhaps the birds rushed through and so were not seen, but at any rate most observers thought the season much poorer than usual. The invasion of the lowlands by mountain species that occurred last year was not repeated this fall, but almost all observers reported numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches at lower elevations. 

Loon — An observation of an Arctic Loon at Lake DeSmet in northern Wyoming on Oct. 7 (TK) established a first record for the state. 

Swans — The number of Whistling Swans at Bear River Marshes on the Great Salt Lake rose to a new peak of 41,200 in spite of an early onset of cold weather that drove out most waterfowl in mid-September (LFG). At Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, 14,000 were present, Nov. 9-15 (ELMcL); this is a good count for that area. 

Geese, Ducks — A Black Brant was taken by hunters near Stillwater Wildlife Management Area in western Nevada (fide LDN). Five Emperor Geese were noted at Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin on Oct. 11 (MW); this species is very unusual inland but has occurred in the Klamath Basin almost regularly. At Bear River Marshes, ducks peaked in early September with a total of 565,000 present; ordinarily the peak would have occurred two weeks later with at least 200,000 more ducks present (LFG). Only 230,000 ducks were present at Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho by the end of the reporting period; as usual 90 percent of these were Mallards (JTA). With an improvement in run-off, Malheur Lake grew somewhat during the period, and there was good growth of aquatic plants such as sago pondweed that provide food for ducks. Ducks peaked at 98,500, an increase of 45 percent over last year's peak at Malheur but still 51 percent under the peak for 1967, a comparable year; Canvasbacks peaked at 14,600, a good concentration compared with 1400 in 1968 and 12,800 in 1967 (ELMcL). Although western Nevada has been very dry, previous run-off from the Sierras produced good water conditions at Stillwater Wildlife Management Area. The profile of the duck migration there was long and low, with a low peak of 161,045 occurring Oct. 19-25, several weeks later than usual. This was a great improvement over last year's figures but not much better than the totals for the last good year, 1967. Canvasbacks diminished in numbers from the totals for previous years, although Stillwater is a big Canvasback refuge (LDN). Observations of rarer ducks during the fall included 2 Wood Ducks on Klamath Lake, Nov. 28 (LP) and 3 Oldsquaws at Lake DeSmet in northern Wyoming, Oct. 7 (TK). A White winged Scoter was seen several times during the fall at Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado where the species has not been recorded previously (CRB). Farther north in Wyoming this scoter is seen regularly in the fall. 

Hawks, Eagles — A good flight of Red-tailed Hawks was noted in Western Nevada in late October and November (JMD). A good flight of hawks anywhere in the Region is news! In eastern Wyoming, 15 Swain-son's Hawks were sighted at Hawk Springs in Goshen Hole, Oct. 20 (RS); this is the largest concentration reported in some time. Goshen Hole is an excellent place for finding birds but has been covered poorly in recent years. A concentration of
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50 Bald Eagles was reported at Klamath Lake during the fall (RG), this is about usual for the area. A large concentration of Ospreys also was reported at a refuge established for this species by the U.S. Forest Service and Oregon Game Commission at Crane Prairie Reservoir, 25 miles southwest of Bend, Oreg.; 48 pairs fledged 35 young there this year (AB). 

Grouse, Cranes, Shorebirds — There were 850 Sage Grouse in the Pahsimeroi River valley of Idaho after the hunting season in September (WSh), this is the largest number of these birds reported in a long time. On Oct. 31, 5000 Sandhill Cranes were noted at Hawk Springs, Wyo. (RS), the only large number reported this season. A Semipalmated Sandpiper was observed at Honey Lake in eastern California, at the western edge of the Great Basin, on Nov. 29 (DFDeS, et al.); this is unusual for the area. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was seen at Grand Junction in western Colorado on Sept. 18 (LFE); this shorebird may be more common in this area than has been acknowledged previously. Several thousand Northern Phalaropes were seen at Abert Lake, Oreg. on Aug. 26 (OS, fide JH). 

Woodpecker, Flycatcher, Swallows — The sighting of a Pileated Woodpecker on the middle fork of the Salmon River in Idaho, Nov. 14 (WSh) is an unusual record for these columns. An Eastern Phoebe was seen near the Jordan River at Salt Lake City, Utah, Sept. 11 (GK); this is a casual record. Purple Martins were reported at two localities this fall: at Cedar City in southern Utah, where 17 were observed on Sept. 11 (SM), and at Sheridan, Wyo. (TK). Martins are rare anywhere in this mountain country. 

Thrasher, Thrush, Waxwings - Another Brown Thrasher lingered in the mountains west of Denver in spite of the harsh fall weather there, being seen near Idaho Springs on Nov. 30 (WWB). A Veery was banded in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on Aug. 26 (AC); there are only two previous records for the park. A large flight of Bohemian Waxwings noted at Salt Lake City on Nov. 19 (WSt) was the only large concentration reported so far. 

Warblers — A Black-and-white Warbler sighting at Evergreen, Colo. on Aug. 31 (JC) was unusual. A Tennessee Warbler observation east of Lake Tahoe in Nevada on Aug. 29 (RPR) is probably a casual record for the Region; another, late, Tennessee Warbler was seen at Lake DeSmet, Wyo. on Oct. 17 (TK). A Nashville Warbler was banded in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on Aug. 26 (AC); the species is rare in the park. Two Magnolia Warblers observed in the foothills west of Denver on Oct. 8 (D.F.O.) also were unusual. The warbler migration was said to have been particularly poor at Salt Lake City (EG). 

Grosbeaks, Crossbills — A pair of Blue Grosbeaks observed at Glenns Ferry, Elmore Co., Idaho on Aug. 30 (LP) were farther north than usual, but the species has bred in this area. In the northern part of the Region there was an invasion of Pine Grosbeaks into the lowlands, with 20 noted at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument near Arco, Idaho on Nov. 6 (DLC), 20 seen at Casper, Wyo. on Nov. 13 (OKS), and many present at Sheridan, Wyo. during October and November (TK). A flight of White winged Crossbills this fall was the first in a number of years: 2 were seen at Nampa, Idaho on Sept. 20 (HES), 50 were noted at Jenny Lake in Grand Teton Nat'l Park, Wyo. on Oct. 14 (DLC), with a smaller group seen nearby on Avalanche Trail on Sept. 6 (OKS); and another small group was reported at Sheridan, Wyo., Nov. 23-26 (TK). 

Sparrows — Harris' Sparrows were reported in numbers this year: 2 were seen at Cheyenne, Wyo. on Oct. 13 (RH), 2 at Dubois in western Wyoming on Oct. 19 and subsequent dates (MB), 4 at Grand Junction, Colo. on Nov. 6 (LG), and 1 at Durango, Colo., Nov. 19-29 (OR). This species seems to be more frequently reported in this area. There were scattered reports of the White-throated Sparrow outside of Wyoming, where the species is a regular fall visitor. One was seer at Eagleville, Modoc Co., Calif. (RS), and another was observed at Arrowhead Mine in southern Utah where the species is rare (SM). 

Contributors — (JTA), John T. Annear; (MB), Mary Back; (AB), Alan Baldridge; (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter, (AC), Allegra Collister; (JC), Jessie Cooper; (JMD), Dr. John M. Davis; (DFDeS), David F. DeSante, (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (EG), Elsie Geoghan; (RG), Russ Greenberg; (LFG), Lloyd F. Gunther; (LG), Lorna Gustafson, (RH), Mrs. Robert Hanesworth; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (RL), Ron Lestina; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Steward Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (LP), Leon Powers; (OR), Oppie Reames; (RPR) Robert P. Russell, Jr.; (OKS), Dr. Oliver K. Scott; (HES), Mrs. H. E. Shaw; (WSh), William Shillington; (WSt), Dr. William Stone; (RS), Richard Stallcup; (OS), Otis Swisher, (MW), Michael Wotton; (D.F.O.), Denver Field Ornithologists. 


Autumn Migration, 1969

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The fall of 1969 brought generally drier and warmer than usual weather to the Region until November after which
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time normal or slightly above normal amounts of rain came with the first fall storms off the ocean. More offshore observations than ever before resulted in records of pelagic species and numbers unprecedented for this Region. Ducks appeared to be generally up in numbers and were early in arriving for the most part, although the bulk of the migratory movement came at the usual time or even a bit later than usual. The shorebird migration was generally satisfactory both as to species and numbers. Disturbing and probably attributable to last winter's extreme weather was a marked decline in California Quail, Ring-necked Pheasants, Varied Thrushes and bluebirds. Lewis' Woodpeckers, mysteriously in short supply for the last few years, reappeared with equal mystery in suddenly good numbers at favored points in the Region. Particularly notable sightings were Pale-footed and New Zealand Shearwaters off Vancouver Is. in September; a Gyrfalcon (or possibly two) at Vancouver, B. C. and another at Mount Vernon, Wash. in November; Long-tailed Jaegers and Skuas northwest of Cape Flattery in early August; a dead Horned Puffin on an Oregon beach in early August; a Barred Owl at Victoria; and White-winged Crossbills on the Oregon coast in November. 

Loons, Grebes — Common and Arctic Loons and Red-necked Grebes had appeared in salt water off northern British Columbia in the last ten days of August and were seen there regularly and in good numbers during September and early October; a few Red-throated Loons and Horned and Western Grebes were present in the same waters in much lower numbers during the same period (VG). An estimated 15 Red-throated Loons at Barview, Oreg., at the mouth of Tillamook Bay on Aug. 30 (GK) were early, as was
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a Red-necked Grebe at Baskett Slough west of Salem, Oreg. on Oct. 4 (GK). As early as Aug. 23, 300 Horned Grebes were in the Victoria area (ARD). Two Eared Grebes were present at Tillamook Bay from Oct. 26 to the end of the period (JBC, et al.). 

Pelagic Birds — On Aug. 8, 336 Black-footed Albatrosses were seen northwest of Cape Flattery, Wash. by an observer on a U.S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries vessel (GAS), 45-50 were seen out of Westport, Wash. on Sept. 7 (TRW, et al.); 1 was seen in that area on Sept. 21 (MW, et al.); 125 were seen off Tofino, B.C. on Sept. 13 (DS, et al.). Over 1000 Fulmars were counted in eight hours during the course of a 128-mile passage southward off Vancouver Is. to Cape Flattery, Aug. 8 (GAS); scattered dead birds of this species were found on the Oregon coast from Reedsport north during October and November; about 30 passed Barview in an hour on the afternoon of Nov. 15 (JBC & HBN). Fifty Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen about 15 miles out of Westport on Sept. 7 (TRW, et al.) and a few more were seen there on Sept. 21 (MW, et al.); 1 was seen from the north jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 6 (JBC). Two Pale-footed Shearwaters and 3 New Zealand Shearwaters were seen 5-16 miles off Tofino, B. C. on Sept. 13 (WC, DS, et al.); the Pale-footed, particularly, is very rare in North American waters. Hundreds of thousands of Sooty Shearwaters were seen on Sept. 6 and 20 at Leadbetter Point, Wash.; smaller numbers were seen at other points in the Region, but in northern British Columbia waters 28 seen on Oct. 1 in Queen Charlotte Sound were the only birds recorded (VG). 

Petrels, Pelicans, Cormorants — Fork-tailed Petrels were seen from mid-August to Oct. 1 from Port Simpson, B. C., (VG) to seaward of Westport, Wash. (TRW, et al.) in numbers up to 30 in a day on seven different observations. On Aug. 8, 133 Leach's Petrels were logged northwestward of Cape Flattery and to the west of Vancouver Is. (GAS). Up to 20 Brown Pelicans were recorded on Sept. 13 at Tillamook Bay, (GK, WT, et al.) where the last 2 were seen on Nov. 15 (JBC & HBN); numbers were about half or less of the average numbers recorded during fall in the last decade. Double-crested Cormorants were back in numbers to what would have been considered normal before the decline which had lasted for three years along the northern Oregon coast; numbers of this species seen in a day in northern British Columbia, however, never exceeded 10 (VG). Pelagic Cormorants were considerably and Brandt's Cormorants slightly more numerous in the same waters during the same period (VG). 

Herons — A Green Heron at Victoria on Aug. 25 (CM, fide ARD) was noteworthy as was 1 at Reifel Refuge near Ladner, B. C. on Sept. 7 (fide MS); 2 were seen at Tillamook, Sept. 28 (MK & HBN); 1 was noted at Yaquina Bay, Nov. 11 (GK & WT). A Com. Egret appeared at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 20 (GK) and was still there at the end of the period; up to 8 were seen in a day at various points along the Oregon coast by several observers in October and November; 1 was present at Medford for 12 days in mid-November (JH). Two Black-crowned Night Herons were observed in the latter place on Oct. 27 and again on Nov. 23 (OS). An Am. Bittern was found at Youngs Bay at the south side of the Columbia River, Aug. 22 (JG & SJ) and again nearby on Sept. 28 (JBC). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks — A Whistling Swan appeared alone at Sauvie Is. near Portland on the early late of Oct. 18 (GK, TM & HBN); 14 were present there on Nov. 16 (HBN); 11 were found at Reifel Refuge on Oct. 25 and 5 more were seen in the same area on the same date (fide MS). Three Trumpeter Swans were discovered at Alger, Skagit Co., Wash., Nov. 30 (JD, fide TRW). Two Canada Geese and 18 White-fronted Geese at Nehalem, Oreg., Aug. 23 (JG & SJ), 22 Canadas and 80 White-fronts in north Portland on Aug. 17 (JG), and 36 Canadas and 12 or more white-fronts near Salem in late September (fide GK) were precursors of the major fall migration of both species. Flocks of migrating Canada Geese were seen in lumbers up to 350 birds in the Port Simpson—Prince Rupert, B. C. area, Sept. 1-30 (VG). Single White-fronted Geese lingered at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 20 (HBN) and at Tillamook Bay, Sept. 28—Oct. 11 (MK HBN); 2 were seen at Victoria on Nov. 8 (ARD) and 1 at Reifel Refuge on Nov. 28 (DRP). Two Snow Geese were among a flock of Canadas that rose off the water south of Prince Rupert on Sept. 30 (VG). Four Snow Geese were noted at Victoria on Oct. 18 (ARD); 5 were found at Sauvie Is. on the same day (GK, TM & HBN); 2 were still present at Sauvie Is. .on Nov. 16 (HBN). Ducks were said by the Washington State Game Commission to be present in almost double the ten-year average at the Skagit Game Range. An estimated 10,000 Mallards were on Sauvie Is., Oct. 28 (JGO). Twenty-four Gadwalls at Leadbetter Point on Aug. 24 (MW) were both early and a good number for this location; 300 Pintails at Tillamook on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ) were high numbers for so early a date and presaged higher than normal numbers in southwestern Washington and northwestern Oregon. Some 200 Green-winged Teal, apparently migrating, were present only for the day of Sept. 2 near Port Simpson, B. C. (VG); 400 at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 20 (GK & HBN) was a high number for that location, as were the 120 birds seen at Tillamook on Sept. 28 (MK & HBN). Two Blue-winged Teal were seen in the latter place on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ). European Widgeons were widely reported, the first being 1 at Dungeness, Wash. on Sept. 28 (DRP & MLP), with later reports of birds up to 6 in number coming from Victoria and vicinity, Iona Is., Vancouver, B. C., Tillamook, Salem and Corvallis, Oreg. As early as Aug. 23, 150 Am. Widgeon were at Tillamook (JG & SJ), with good number5 reported later in the period from most of the Region. A single Shoveler was observed at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 30 and 15 were present there on Sept. 13 (GK, et al.), remaining until the end of the month (MK & HBN); 10 flew south over Port Simpson on Aug. 19 (VG). About 50 Wood Ducks were seen in two locations on Vancouver Is. north of Victoria, Sept. 16 and 17 (CM, RF); up to 80 were at Salem, Oreg., from Oct. 28 to the end of the period (TM). Four Wood Ducks were still at Reifel Refuge on Nov. 28 (DRP & EWS).
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A lone Redhead in the Tillamook area on Nov. 15 (HBN) had been joined by 4 others two weeks later (JBC, WT, et al.). Two Canvasbacks at Tillamook on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ) and 4 there on Aug. 30 (GK) were very early as were 5 Greater Scaup found there on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ); 50 birds of the latter species were noted in Comox Harbor, B. C., Oct. 8 and 9 (VG). A male Com. Goldeneye at Salem, Oreg., on Nov. 29 (TM) was unusual at that inland location. Oldsquaw appeared at Victoria, Oct. 25 (ARD); as this species is little seen south of Puget Sound, a bird at Newport, Oreg. on Nov. 11 (JB & WT) and Nov. 22 (EF) is of interest. The Canadian Hydrographic Service vessel "Marabell" regularly encountered Harlequin Ducks from Aug. 17 in waters around Prince Rupert south to Comox on Oct. 9; the maximum number in a day was 60 on Sept. 28 in the vicinity of Port Simpson (VG); the species also was reported to be in good numbers in northern Washington (TRW). White-winged and Surf Scoters were much in evidence along the coast of the entire Region in September and October, with numbers being about equal in British Columbia but with Surfs outnumbering White-wings 3-4 to 1 in migration off the Oregon coast. Three Com. Scoters were seen in Chatham Sound on Sept. 28, and 2 were seen in Comox Harbor on Oct. 9 (VG). A female Com. Scoter was seen at Tillamook on the very early date of Aug. 23 (JG & SJ), with up to 4 seen in that vicinity for the rest of the period; a concentration of 60 at Westport, Wash., Oct. 5 (DRP & EWS) was most unusual. Two Ruddy Ducks in Manning Provincial Park, B. C. on Oct. 26 were also out of the ordinary; 3 at Prescott, Oreg. on Aug. 22 and 5 at Tillamook on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ) were early arrivals. Up to 11 Hooded Mergansers were seen at Manning Provincial Park, Oct. 24-27 (VG). Up to 12 Com. Mergansers in a day were seen from time to time in the vicinity of Prince Rupert during September (VG); 8 were noted at Seaside, Oreg. on the early date of Aug. 23 (JG & SJ). A Red-breasted Merganser was seen at Tillamook on the same day by the same observers. 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles — Turkey Vultures migrated over Victoria in early October, with 141 birds noted on the 7th (ARD, et al.). Goshawks were very well reported this fall with seven sightings scattered from Reifel Refuge near Ladner, B.C., along Puget Sound, on the Oregon coast and in Oregon's high Cascades. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks also seemed to be up in numbers through much the same territory. A Swainson's Hawk was seen at close range at Victoria on Oct. 30 (RF & DS). A few Rough-legged Hawks appeared at favored spots in the Region by early October, the first date being Sept. 28 when 2 were seen at McMinnville, Oreg. (JG). A Golden Eagle was recorded south of Bellingham, Oct. 31 (Dick Payne, fide TRW); 3 were seen in the Medford, Oreg. area during the fall (JH), 1 of which may have been an immature seen in mountainous terrain just east of Powers in southern Coos County, Oreg. on Oct. 2 (JBC) and reported to have been present there for several weeks. Goodwill saw adult and immature Bald Eagles almost daily in the vicinity of Prince Rupert, B. C. from Aug. 15 to the end of September in numbers up to 12 in one day; birds were seen daily in passage south to Comox during the first week in October. An adult Bald Eagle was seen at Megler, Wash. near the mouth of the Columbia on Sept. 6 (HBN & SJ); an immature was noted at Tillamook on Oct. 26 (JBC); an adult and immature were seen together near Oakridge, Oreg. on Nov. 26 (Rollo Morris); and an adult was seen southwest of Willamina, Oreg. on Nov. 24 (fide GK). Marsh Hawks were seen regularly at favored locations during the fall; a record at Manning Provincial Park on Oct. 25 (VG) is of special interest. Ospreys got young off at two nests on southern Vancouver Is. by late summer (ARD); 1 was seen at the Nooksack River delta on Aug. 30 (TRW); another flew over Port Simpson, B. C. on Sept. 26 (VG); still another was moving with Turkey Vultures over Lebanon, Oreg. on Oct. 2 (WT). A Gyrfalcon was reported seen at Reifel Refuge on Nov. 14 (WC, fide TRW), with what was possibly the same bird recorded from Mount Vernon, Wash. on Nov. 20, when it killed a falconer's bait pigeon (fide TRW). Three Prairie Falcons were noted on the southeast side of Middle Sister in the Oregon Cascades, at 7000 feet elevation, on Aug. 29 (JGO); 1 was seen in the Medford area on Oct. 7 (Merle McGraw, fide JH). Single Peregrines were seen on Sept. 7 at Reifel Refuge by a number of observers (fide MS) and on Oct. 11 near Greenwater, Wash. (DRP). A Pigeon Hawk was seen at Port Simpson, B. C., on Aug. 21 (VG); 1 appeared at Sauvie Is. near Portland on Aug. 30 (HBN); six records of this species were logged at Victoria after Sept. 16 (ARD); additional single birds were seen at three northern Washington locations in October and early November (VEC, TRW) and in Portland on Nov. 27 (HEN). Six Sparrow Hawks were migrating at Terrace, B. C. on Aug. 24 (HRV). 

Gallinaceous Birds, Cranes — Three different Spruce Grouse were found in Manning Provincial Park, Oct. 24-26 (VG). California Quail were down drastically in numbers in the Willamette Valley, after all, following last year's severe winter: only 9 were present this fall on the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon which normally supports 100 birds. Ring-necked Pheasants are in the same predicament. Seven Sandhill Cranes were observed at Saanich, Vancouver Is. on Sept. 12 (ARD); more than 1000 were noted flying south over the Willamette Valley on Nov. 8 and 9 by observers at three different locations. 

Shorebirds — Seven Black Oystercatchers at Deception Pass at the north end of Whidbey Is. on Nov. 23 (DRP & MLP) were in an unusual locality. Semipalmated Plovers migrated through coastal Washington and Oregon in good numbers from mid-August to Oct. 11; 3 were found at Sauvie Is., Aug. 20 and 30 (HBN). Twenty Snowy Plovers at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 20 (GK & HBN) were an unusual concentration. American Golden Plovers were recorded regularly in numbers up to 50 at Leadbetter Point from Aug. 24 to Sept. 20; single birds were noted at Port Simpson, B. C., Sept. 2 (VG) and at Victoria, Point Roberts, Wash., the south jetty of the Columbia River, and Tillamook between Aug. 22 and Sept. 20. A late Am. Golden Plover was seen at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. on Nov. 11 (JB, GK & WT). Besides the usual coastal locations,
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Black-bellied Plovers appeared at Agate Lake near Medford, Sept. 25; at Salem, Oct. 14; and at Fern Ridge Reservoir west of Eugene, Oreg., Nov. 1. A Ruddy Turnstone was seen in company with Black Turnstones at Port Simpson, B. C., Aug. 22 (VG); 2 were at Point Roberts, Aug. 23 (fide MS); 5 were at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 24 (MW); 3 were at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Aug. 22 (JG & SJ); and single birds were noted in September at Leadbetter Point and at Tillamook, with another lone bird found at Reedsport, Oreg., Nov. 23 (EF). Black Turnstones were widely recorded and in good numbers. A Long-billed Curlew was photographed on Whidbey Is., Aug. 16 (DRP & EWS); another was discovered at Agate Lake near Medford on the same day (OS). A Whimbrel was seen at Port Simpson on Aug. 21 (VG), with 3 at Nehalem, Oreg., Aug. 23 (JG & SJ), 1 at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 24 (MW), 3 at Victoria, Sept. 1 (ARD) and 2 at Tillamook, Sept. 28 (HBN) being the reported extent of the species' fall migration through the Region. Up to 5 Spotted Sandpipers were seen in a day in the vicinity of Port Simpson, Aug. 16—Sept. 7 (VG). Wandering Tattlers migrate through the Region early, but birds were present in a few places through September; the last few were seen at Westport (DRP & EWS) on Oct. 5. A Willet at Iona Is., B. C. on Sept. 7 (Bill Rae and V. Newson, fide MS) was a good find; 1 at Tillamook on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ), 5 noted there from Aug. 30 (GK) until at least Oct. 11 (HBN), with 1 still there on Nov. 8 (HBN) and still another at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 6 (JBC, et al.) made 1969 a good year for this species. Both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs were well represented in the southern half of the Region throughout the report period, with numbers markedly diminished after Nov. 1; a concentration of 44 Greaters at Portland, Aug. 27 (JG) was noteworthy. More Knots were noted in the Region this fall than in any recent year, records coming from Saanich, Victoria, Dungeness, Leadbetter Point, the Columbia River mouth and Tillamook between Aug. 22 and Nov. 8. Observations of 2 at Tillamook on Oct. 26 (JBC) and 1 still there on Nov. 8 (HBN) constituted record late dates for the species in Oregon. A Rock Sandpiper appeared at Westport on Oct. 5 (DRP & EWS), which is quite an early fall arrival date; 6 were seen at Clover Point, Victoria, Oct. 28 (ARD), 3 at Bellingham on Nov. 8 (TRW), and up to 30 at Barview, Oreg. on Nov. 22 (MK & HBN). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was found at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 6 (TRW, et al.), another at Iona Is. on Sept. 14 (W. H. Hesse, fide MS), and a third at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Oct. 26 and 29 (EF, AL & GM); the last bird constituted only the third Oregon record and the first away from the coast. Pectoral Sandpipers were noted in lesser numbers than usual, the maximum being 40 on Oct. 26 at Fern Ridge Reservoir where 1 was still present on Nov. 1 (EF, AL & GM). Single Baird's Sandpipers were reported from only three locations: Sauvie Is., Aug. 20 (HBN), Leadbetter Point, Aug. 24 (MW), and Tillamook, Aug. 30 (GK). Least Sandpipers, Dunlin and, to a lesser extent, both species of dowitcher were well reported from the southern half of the Region. Two Semipalmated Sandpipers were found at Iona Is., Sept. 15 and were seen by several observers (Bill Wilson, fide MS); 9 were found together at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 20 (GK & HBN). Western Sandpipers came through the Region in large numbers late in August; a few were still in favored spots at the end of the report period. Marbled Godwits appeared sparingly, being found at Victoria, Dungeness, Lead-better Point and Tillamook. An Am. Avocet was discovered at Fern Ridge Reservoir on Oct. 26 (EF & GM). A few Red Phalaropes were seen at sea off Vancouver Is., Aug. 8 (GAS) and from the jetty at Barview, Sept. 28 (MK & HBN), but in November birds appeared widely in the southern half of the Region, presumably having been brought ashore and inland by storms during the first half of the month. The greatest numbers appeared in central western Oregon with thousands reported at Yaquina Bay in mid-November. Birds had been noted within the previous week from Victoria to the southern border of the Region and inland as far as Fern Ridge Reservoir where 40 sojourned Nov. 8-28; 2 individuals even reached Scio, near Lebanon, on the east side of the Willamette Valley (WT). Northern Phalaropes were widely reported from mid-August to the end of September, with up to 300 at Victoria, Aug. 28—Sept. 6 (ARD) and about 400 passing Barview on Sept. 28 (MK & HBN); 6 were seen at Brookings, Oreg. on Oct. 20 (JH) and 1 was found dead on a road at Newport, Oreg. on Nov. 9 (OS). 

Jaegers — Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers were seen in coastal waters on most of the offshore birding boat trips and by observers on working vessels. Both species, the Pomarine sparingly, were seen by shore observers also. Sanger found 11 Long-tailed Jaegers northwest of Cape Flattery on Aug. 8; Goodwill saw 1 at Chatham Sound on Aug. 29; Davidson saw 2 directly overhead at Victoria, Sept. 26. Well-documented records of the rare Skua were 12 seen on Aug. 8 northwest of Cape Flattery where great numbers of gulls, shearwaters and albatrosses were congregated around the Russian fishing fleet (GAS) and 1 photographed 25 miles off Westport amid great numbers of gulls and shearwaters on Sept. 7 (TRW). 

Gulls and Terns -- Four Glaucous Gulls were seen in the Region during November at Victoria, Bellingham and Sauvie Is. Sixty Glaucous-winged Gulls were present at Terrace, B. C. on Nov. 7 (NAV). Herring Gulls, of which better than 2 of 3 were considered thayeri, were regularly seen from "Marabell" until early October when the vessel was back at Victoria (VG). California Gulls were again found to be of regular occurrence in modest numbers in northern British Columbia waters from mid-August to at least the end of September (VG(; several thousand birds of the year were noted as far as 35 miles to seaward of Westport on Sept. 7 (TRW). Ring-billed Gull numbers built up at Sauvie Is. until the end of the period when 1500 were estimated to be there (JGO). Mew Gulls were commonly seen in northern waters from Aug. 15 until at least early October (VG); large numbers seemingly were passing through Tillamook during November. Franklin's Gulls were seen from mid-August to mid-October on five different occasions in
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the Bellingham—Ladner—Victoria triangle where they appear sparingly each year; 3 immatures seen at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Nov. 1 (HBN) were particularly noteworthy, being one of very few records, if not the only record, for western Oregon. Bonaparte's Gulls were well reported at coastal and northwestern Washington localities pretty much throughout the period; 85 at Fern Ridge Reservoir on Nov. 1 were extraordinary. Black-legged Kittiwakes were regularly seen all fall in coastal waters along the whole length of the Region, with 150 at Westport on Oct. 5 (DRP & EWS) the highest one-day count. Sabine's Gulls were well reported; 68 northwest of Cape Flattery on Aug. 8 (GAS) and 800 off Tofino on Sept. 13 (DS, et al.) were records of particular interest, as was an immature at Deception Pass on Aug. 16 (DRP & EWS) and 3-4 birds at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Oct. 5 and 7 (EF, LM & GM). Several hundred Com. Terns were present in the Blaine—Bellingham—Victoria triangle during the latter part of August and well into September with the last birds seen on Nov. 2; elsewhere the species was recorded only from Westport and on the Columbia River at Sauvie Is., Oct. 5, and from the mouth of the Columbia, Sept. 20. Two Caspian Terns seen at Westport, Oct. 5 (DRP & EWS) and 2 seen at Tillamook Bay, Oct. 11 (HBN) may have been the same birds but were lingering late. Three Black Terns were observed at Bellingham on Aug. 23 (JD, fide TRW). 

Alcids — Hundreds of Com. Murres found inexplicably dead in Birch Bay north of Bellingham in mid-November were subsequently learned to have drowned when caught in fishing nets; they were thrown overboard when the nets were retrieved (TRW). Several flocks of Ancient Murrelets numbering up to 20 individuals were noted at Victoria after Nov. 9 (VG, ARD); 1 was seen at Brookings, Oreg., Sept. 22 (JH & OS), 2 at Galiano Is. in the Strait of Georgia, Oct. 12 (T. Stevens, fide MS), 1 at the San Juans on Nov. 27 (DRP & EWS), and 10 off Newport, Oreg., Nov. 22 (EF). Up to 350 Rhinoceros Auk lets were seen almost daily during the last two weeks of August at Port Simpson; numbers dropped considerably after Sept. 1 (VG). An adult male Horned Puffin was picked up dead on the beach at Florence, Oreg., Aug. 5 and is preserved as a study skin in the Oregon State University collection at Corvallis (EF). 

Doves, Owls, Swifts — A Mourning Dove was seen at Terrace, B.C. on Aug. 22 (HRV); 1 was also seen on Whidbey Is., Wash., where the species is rare, on Aug. 16 (DRP). Records of Barn Owls from Ladner, B. C., Sept. 21 (MS) and from Saanich, Vancouver Is., Sept. 28 (Jeremy Tatum, fide ARD) are of interest because this area is the northwestern limit of the known breeding range. A Barred Owl, well to the west of any previous record, was found in Victoria on Nov. 26 by Ralph Fryer, was photographed by him, and was well seen subsequently by several others. Two Great Gray Owls were noted on Aug. 19 near Fort Klamath, Oreg. in an area long known to be inhabited by these birds (JH). Two Saw-whet Owls were found at the mouth of the Nehalem River on the Oregon coast, Aug. 22 (JG & SJ); another was found in Stanley Park, Vancouver, Oct. 17 (fide MS). In comparison with last year, Black Swifts were little reported, 18 seen on Aug. 21 and 8 on Aug. 24 at Port Simpson (VG), a few seen in the vicinity of the north jetty of the Columbia on Sept. 6 (TRW), and a small flock noted at Redmond, Wash. on Sept. 24 (DRP) constituting all reports. Sixteen Vaux's Swifts were observed at Terrace, B. C. on Aug. 21 (HRV), with "flocks" subsequently reported from Bellingham on Sept. 15 (TRW), Redmond on Sept. 23 (DRP) and Tillamook on Sept. 13 (GK & WT). 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers — Two Anna's Hummingbirds were present at Ashland, Oreg. from early October until the end of the period (JH); another was seen in east Portland regularly after Aug. 4 (Virginia Holmgren, fide HBN). After an inexplicable absence of over two years, Lewis' Woodpecker suddenly reappeared in the parts of the Region where it had formerly been of fairly regular occurrence: up to 60 were found in the Rogue River Valley early in September and were still there at the end of the period (JH); birds were seen near Dallas, Oreg. on Sept. 29 (TM), in the Columbia River bottoms west of Portland in early September, at Victoria on Oct. 30 (fide ARD), and at Point Roberts on Sept. 6 (Ken Boyce, fide MS). A female Northern Three-toed Woodpecker was seen in Manning Provincial Park on Oct. 24 (VG). A bright adult Ash-throated Flycatcher found at Cannon Beach, Oreg., Aug. 22 (JG & SJ), may be a first record for Oregon's northern coast; 3 were noted in the Medford area, Aug. 2-28 (OS). A Say's Phoebe frequented the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon for four days at the end of September (WT). A Traill's Flycatcher was recorded at Redmond, Wash. as late as Sept. 20 (DRP). 

Larks, Swallows, Corvids — Forty-five Horned Larks were seen on Mount Adams, Sept. 8 (JGO). Barn Swallows were numerous in migration in late August and early September, particularly along the northern Oregon coast; 15 were seen on Nov. 28 at Reifel Refuge (DRP & EWS) where a few were reported by refuge personnel to have wintered in each of the last three years (DRP)! Four Purple Martins were seen at Sauvie Is. on Aug. 20 (JG & HBN) and 9 at Victoria on Aug. 30 (ARD). A Gray Jay and a Steller's Jay appeared at Terrace, B. C. on Aug. 31, with both birds remaining through the end of the period, at which time the number of Steller's Jays present aggregated 6 (HRV). Six Steller's Jays also were seen at Port Simpson on Sept. 28 (VG). Black-billed Magpies turned up at Vancouver, in Manning Provincial Park, at Lacomb, Oreg. and in Medford in September or early October. A Clark's Nutcracker was found at an unusual location away from the high Cascades, at 1200 feet elevation in the coast range just west of Willamina, Oreg. Oct. 23 (GK). 

Nuthatches, Mockingbird, Thrushes — A White-breasted Nuthatch was seen on Sept. 21 at Bellingham where the species is unusual (TRW); 1 was seen in Seattle on Aug. 11 (VEC). Two Red-breasted Nuthatches were found at Terrace, B. C. on Aug. 26 (HRV); large numbers were noted on the Long Beach peninsula of Washington between the ocean and Willapa Bay on Sept. 7 (SJ & HBN). Six Pygmy
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   [image: ] This Barred Owl was discovered at Victoria, B.C., a locality well to the west of any previous record in the Northern Pacific Coast Region, by Ralph Fryer, who took this photograph at 11:00 a.m., Nov. 26, 1969.


Nuthatches, little seen except at the extreme eastern edge of the Region, were found on Chuckanut Mountain near Bellingham, Aug. 6-8 (Dick Payne, fide TRW). A Mockingbird was seen at Vancouver, B.C. on Nov. 12 and again on Nov. 23 (Roy Phillips & WC, fide MS); another was seen not far to the south at Clear Lake, Skagit Co., Wash. in mid-November (TRW). A very light movement of Varied Thrushes in late September and early October was noted at Seattle, Portland and Lebanon, but the impression was left that very few birds were observed after that; Christmas Counts should give a better indication of how severely decimated the normal wintering population was by last year's extreme cold and snow. Hermit Thrushes, too, were unremarked after September and may also have suffered from last winter's severe weather. A Western Bluebird at Victoria on Aug. 16 (ARD) was the only report; Thackaberry commented on seeing none this fall in the Lebanon area, which is normally one of the better vicinities for finding this increasingly localized species. Two Mountain Bluebirds were seen 20 miles west of Terrace, B. C. on Oct. 16 (HRV). A Townsend's Solitaire was noted at Victoria on Sept. 1 (ARD). 

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes — Water Pipits were widely reported in good numbers from the southern half of the Region this fall; two records of particular interest were of 2 at the summit of South Sister in the central Oregon Cascades, Aug. 28 and 3 on Mount Adams, Wash., Sept. 7 (JGO). Six Bohemian Waxwings were seen in Bellingham, Nov. 8-12 (TRW). Northern Shrikes appeared over the entire Region, starting in the second week of October, with considerably more records than in the average fall season.
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Vireos, Warblers — A Hutton's Vireo was found at Tillamook on Aug. 23 (JG & SJ). A Warbling Vireo was seen at Port Simpson, B. C., Sept. 7 (VG). A bird carefully observed at Medford in company with Orange-crowned and Wilson's Warblers and Warbling Vireos was concluded by the observer (JH) to be an immature Tennessee Warbler; another Tennessee Warbler was seen at Terrace, B. C. on Aug. 14 (HRV). Jeff Gilligan found 3 Nashville Warblers on Hayden Is. in the Columbia River at Portland on Aug. 17, 1 at Sauvie Is. on Aug. 20 (with HBN), and 2 at Cannon Beach on Aug. 22 (with SJ). Three or four Nashvilles also were seen at Mount Ashland near Medford on Aug. 29, along with over 100 Audubon's Warblers (OS). A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Redmond, Wash. on Oct. 1 (DRP) was a bit late. A Townsend's Warbler was seen in Seattle on Nov. 22 (VEC). A Palm Warbler was seen at Tillamook Bay on Oct. 11 (HBN). Again this year H. R. Vance found a Blackpoll Warbler and an Am. Redstart at Terrace, the former on Aug. 14 and the latter on Aug. 23. 

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows — Five Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at Port Simpson on Sept. 14 (VG); another was seen at Westham Is., B. C. on Nov. 28 (DRP). An uncommon number of fall reports of Evening Grosbeaks came from all over the Region, usually of birds seen only once or for a few days. A Purple Finch, a very scarce species at Terrace, was seen there on Oct. 9 (HRV). A Pine Grosbeak was seen at Victoria on Nov. 9 (R. MacKenzie-Grieve), 2-3 were seen at Bellingham on Oct. 17 (TRW), and 1 was seen at Manning Provincial Park on Oct. 26 (VG). Two Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were found at the top of South Sister on Aug. 28 (JGO); over 100 were seen in Manning Provincial Park on Oct. 25 (VG). Flocks of Red Crossbills were seen at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 6, at Netarts near Tillamook on Nov. 29 (JBC, et al.), and at Terrace, B. C. on Nov. 14 (HRV); up to 6 were seen at Port Simpson, Sept. 7 and 14 (VG). Found in company with the Red Crossbills at Netarts, Oreg. on Nov. 29 were 6-20 White-winged Crossbills (JBC, WT, et al.); there is no record for west of the Willamette Valley, so far as we know, and the species has been very little recorded in all of Oregon. Four Green-tailed Towhees were seen on Mount Ashland on Aug. 29 (OS). On Sept. 20, 100 Savannah Sparrows were counted in migration at Victoria (ARD). A few Slate-colored Juncos appeared from before the middle of October through to the end of the report period, with up to 3 seen at Bellingham, Victoria, Redmond, Seattle and Medford. A Tree Sparrow was seen at Terrace on Nov. 9 (HRV). A Harris' Sparrow was found at Vancouver on Sept. 26 (Kathleen Smith, fide MS), another at Victoria on Oct. 24 (fide ARD), 2 at Bellingham during the last half of November (TRW), and 5 at Iona Is. on Nov. 23 (DS, et al.). Single White-throated Sparrows appeared at Pitt Meadows, B. C., Sept. 28 (MS), at Seattle, Oct. 2 (VEC), at Salem, Oct. 6 (GK), at Terrace, Oct. 19 and 20 (HRV), and at Victoria, Oct. 25 (R. MacKenzie-Grieve, fide ARD). A late Lincoln's Sparrow was seen south of Salem on Nov. 24 (TM). A Song Sparrow seen at Terrace, B. C. on Nov. 29 was "the only one there this year" (HRV), although at Port Simpson, Goodwill found them regularly through September, recording 16 on the 7th and 9 on the 28th. A few Lapland Longspurs were recorded at Leadbetter Point in September and at Victoria from time to time throughout the season. Two Snow Buntings were found at Point Roberts and 5 at Iona Is. on Nov. 11 (William Reese, fide TRW), 1 at Clover Point, Victoria on Nov. 22 (ARD), 10-12 at Florence, Oreg. on Nov. 15 (EF), and 2 at Reedsport, Oreg. on Nov. 28 (EF). 

Contributors — (JB) Jerry Bertrand; (WC) Wayne Campbell; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (JD) James Duemmel; (EF) Eric Forsman; (RF) Ralph Fryer; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (VG) Vic Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (Si) Stewart Janes; (GK) Gordon Knight; (MK) Mark Koninendyke; (AL) Allan Larrabee; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (LM) Larry McQueen; (CM) Cy Morehen; (GM) Gordon Murphy; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (JGO) James G. Olson; (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP) Mary Lou Paulson; (GAS) Gerald A. Sanger; (MS) Madelon Schouten; (EWS) Edwin W. Stiles; (DS) David Stirling; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (MW) Michael Wotton. 


The Winter Season 1969-70 

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

Winter in the Region was, in general, mild and open. December was about normal except for the Prince George, B. C. area, where moisture was decidedly deficient. January, the most wintry month, received precipitation much heavier than usual at most localities, but temperatures were normal or above normal. Prince George was again the exception, with temperatures down to -42 F. and continued moisture deficiency. February turned mild over the entire Region. At Missoula, Mont. it was one of the mildest on record — a 16-inch snowfall there on Jan. 17-18 marked the end of winter. At Spokane, Wash. average temperature for the month was 6.3 F. above normal. Precipitation was about normal in most localities; Missoula, Mont., Baker, Oreg. and British Columbia reported distinctly dry conditions. March, following so warm a February, seemed cold, yet temperatures were really about normal. Precipitation continued above normal except for persisting dryness in British Columbia. Ice closed most ponds at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. from December through February. The winter apparently was a favorable one for bird life. Many species were found north of usual wintering ranges. Hawks and owls were seen in high numbers; three localities reported that large populations of small rodents apparently contributed to this. Most finches were present in good numbers, the Red Crossbill being a conspicuous exception. Some evidence supported the conclusion that a few species apparently hard hit by the previous severe winter had not yet fully covered.

Loons, Grebes, Herons — A few Common Loons apparently wintered in the Richland-Kennewick-Pasco, Wash. area — hereafter referred to as the Tricities area — for single birds were seen December-February (JRA,MCA, JE & REW). One was noted at Ennis Lake near Ennis, Mont. on Feb. 8. This is the first "dead-of-winter" record for that area (Mr. & Mrs. CB & HC). A few Red-necked Grebes wintered on Okanagan Lake near Vernon B. C., where 7 were counted on Dec. 27. At Penticton, B. C. 52 Horned Grebes were noteworthy. A flock of about 30 Western Grebes remained on Kalamalka Lake near Vernon until mid-January. A Great Blue Heron observed on a haystack near Belgrade, Mont. on Feb. 8 added to the very few winter records for the species in that area 
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(RAH & PDS). At McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. 125 Black-crowned Night Herons were sighted.

Waterfowl — Scattered flocks of Whistling Swans, estimated at 80-200, wintered on South Thompson River east of Kamloops, B. C. and a few wintered on Thief Valley Reservoir and elsewhere in Baker County, Oreg. Four or 5 swans, probably Whistling, were seen on the Pend Oreille River, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. in December and January and may have wintered (CRO). Trumpeter Swans wintered in the Bozeman-Ennis-Three Forks area of Montana and the flock recently established at Turnbull Refuge, numbered 27, including 4 immature birds, during the winter. Canada Geese wintered in many localities. The top number was 50,000 in the Hanford, Wash. area, on the only undammed stretch of the Columbia River south of Canada. The White-faced Goose, rare in the Region, was reported from two localities: Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont., 1 on the Christmas Count (MG), and 2 at Richland, Wash. in early December (JE). Seven Snow Geese, 3 adult and 4 immature, spent December and January in the Richland area. They were accompanied by 2 Blue Geese (JE & REW). Ducks wintered in good numbers in much of the Region. Mallards, as usual, outnumbered all other species. McNary Refuge had a peak of 209,700 (JRA & REW) and about 175,000 wintered nearby on the Hanford stretch of the Columbia River. The lower Yakima Valley, Yakima Co., Wash. had a peak duck population of 250,000 in early January. Mallards comprised 95 percent of that number with Pintail, Am. Widgeon and Green-winged Teal making up the balance. By contrast, far north at Prince George, 43 Mallards were present on Dec. 21 (CS). A male European Widgeon carefully identified at Ennis Lake Dec. 20 was the first for that area and only about the fourth for Montana (RAH, DRS, PDS & FW). At Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co. 2 males of this species were seen on March 26 (HL). An unusual concentration of over 1400 Redhead was noted at Penticton on Dec. 26. The birds left a few days later (SRC). A few Greater Scaup were observed: 1 male and 5 females on the Columbia River near Kennewick, Dec. 23 (REW); 4 or 5 on the Spokane River below Spokane, Wash., March 8 (S.A.S.), and 1 at Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash., March 23 (GHO, DRP, & MLP). Lesser Scaup are the common wintering scaup in the Region. A female Oldsquaw was observed several times on the Spokane River in Spokane during January and 2 were seen on Feb. 3 (WH, S.A.S.). One or 2 White-winged Scoters were on the Spokane River in the Upriver Dam area at the eastern edge of Spokane Jan. 1-Feb. 12 (WH, S.A.S.) and 1 was on Banks Lake near Coulee City, Wash. on Dec. 30 (RKF, DRP & MLP). A Surf Scoter was identified on the Columbia River near Richland, Wash. on Feb. 8 (JE & REW). A few Ruddy Ducks wintered on ponds in Ravalli County. Three Red-breasted Mergansers were seen at Okanagan Landing, B.C. on Dec. 26. A pair was seen on the Ennis, Mont. Christmas Count on Dec. 20, a record late date.

Vultures, Hawks — A Turkey Vulture appeared at Vernon on Feb. 27 (BAS). Hawk numbers appeared to be above normal in much of the Region. In the Baker, Oreg. area Ann Ward described the winter as "the year of birds of prey" — see Christmas Count for details. Cooper's Hawk, generally scarce in winter in the Region, was reported from many localities. Rough-legged Hawks found abundant food from a tremendous population of voles (Microtus) in the valley south of Flathead Lake, Lake Co., Mont. (CJH). Probably the open winter and locally high rodent populations contributed to the good hawk numbers. A few unusual hawk records were reported. A Harlan's Hawk at Bozeman on Dec. 27 was Montana's second record (Mr. & Mrs. SB, JR &PDS). An Osprey was seen on Coeur d' Alene Lake, Idaho on Dec. 28 by a very competent observer (JA). Both Golden and Bald Eagles were reported from many localities, the latter species more commonly. Idaho State Fish and Game Department reported 100 Bald Eagles feeding on spawned-out Kokanee salmon on the shores of Lake Pend Oreille in northern Idaho on Feb. 3 (S.A.S.). In Montana wintering Bald Eagles showed lower numbers in the Bozeman area and in the valley south of Flathead Lake (CJH).

Gallinaceous Birds — A Sharp-tailed Grouse, the first seen in several decades at Summerland in the South Okanagan Valley, B. C., was observed during December and January. About 20 male Sage Grouse were in courtship display at the Yakima Firing Range, Yakima Co., Wash., March 14 (REW) and maxima of 56 males and 4 females were seen on the display grounds south of Creston, Wash. in late March (GHO, DRP & MLP). A real decrease in Ring-necked Pheasants was reported for the Bitterroot Valley. The decline was blamed on spraying. The species apparently had not completely recovered from the severe 1968-69 winter in some eastern Washington localities (S.A.S). At Turnbull Refuge, "extremely small numbers" were reported. The birds apparently did well at McNary Refuge and in the Yakima area. A few Chukars survived the 1968-69 winter in the Flathead Valley south of Flathead Lake, where C. J. Henry feared they had been wiped out. Fifteen Turkeys were seen throughout the winter west of Victor, Ravalli Co. (MH). One was seen at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. on Jan. 11 (JL) and apparently only 1 bird remained of the flock that was on Turnbull Refuge for several years.

Shorebirds, Gulls — Two Killdeer at Prince George on Dec. 21 represent a remarkable record (CS). A Lesser Yellowlegs was seen at Sportsman State Park, Yakima on Feb. 7 (APR). The first winter record for the Spotted Sandpiper in interior British Columbia was of 1 at the Summerland Fish Hatchery, the week of Dec. 20-27 (SRC). Twenty-four Dunlin were noted at the mouth of the Yakima River near Richland, Wash. on Dec. 27 (REW). A Glaucous Gull was identified on several occasions Dec. 28-Feb. 1 at Coeur d' Alene Lake (JA, WH). Two were at Okanagan Landing on Dec. 26.

Doves, Owls — In addition to the usual fey Mourning Doves wintering in the Region, 7 were seen at Prince George on Dec. 21 and 2 at Williams Lake, 
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B.C., Dec. 26 (JM). Owls were much in evidence during the winter. A Barn Owl specimen was obtained between Mabton and Sunnyside Game Range, Yakima Co. Jan. 2 (PM). The only Snowy Owl noted was the 1 on the Baker Christmas Count (LR). It was a good year for the rare Hawk Owl in central British Columbia. From 1 to 3 were seen on many occasions in the vicinity of Prince George and at Wells Gray Park from December through February (CS, KS, HS). A Barred Owl was seen frequently in Vernon Feb. 8-March 3 and a pair was heard at Cherryville, B.C. through December and January (SD). A belated record for this species is of 1 shot on Moscow Mountain near Moscow, Idaho in October 1968 (DO). A Burrowing Owl near Reardan, Wash. on Jan. 10 provided a rare winter observation for eastern Washington (WH). At Walla Walla, Wash. the species had departed by Dec. 16 and had reappeared as of Feb. 26. Short-eared Owls stole the show for the winter, however. They were reported from twelve localities. Only a few sightings can be mentioned: 11 at the Bison Range on Dec. 30; 20 at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont., March 2; 12-15 in the Touchet-Gardena area west of Walla Walla; 6 at Heppner, Oreg., Jan 9 and 12 (SM); 34 counted from the road in the Othello, Wash. area on Dec. 29 (RKF, DRP & MLP). and 28 on the Christmas count at Vernon on Dec. 26. A population explosion of the Sagebrush Vole in the Othello area may have accounted for the situation there (DRP).

Hummingbirds, Kingfishers Woodpeckers — A young male Anna's Hummingbird was picked up alive by Harry Reynolds at Missoula on Nov. 16. Attempts to keep it alive by feeding failed, so a study skin was made of it (Dr. McLean fide RLH). A Belted Kingfisher at Prince George on Dec. 27 was most unusual this far north (CS). Two Yellow-shafted Flickers were seen at Vernon on Dec. 26. Red-shafted Flickers appeared to be in normal abundance again after speculation that the 1968-69 winter had reduced their numbers. One exception was in the Bozeman area, where they were described as unusually rare. The rare White-headed Woodpecker was seen on Dooley Mountain south of Baker Feb. 9.

Jays, Bushtits, Nuthatches, — What may have been a roosting flock of 80 Black-billed Magpies flew up from a grove of cottonwoods near Ellensburg, Wash. on Dec. 30 (RKF, DRP & MLP). Clark's Nutcracker was described as abundant in Montana's Bitterroot Valley; common at the Bison Range, present at Bozeman, and scarce in the North Okanagan, with only 1 reported, that from Oyama on Feb. 5. No other localities reported them. Fifteen Common Bushtits were carefully identified at Baker on Jan. 29 (JB & LR). The White-breasted Nuthatch, scarce for many years in the Spokane area, appeared to have made a minor comeback. It was seen frequently at Turnbull Refuge and at Spokane. Many were noted west of Spokane at Wellpinit on Feb. 22 (S.A.S.). The only other report of the species was of 3 in the Bitterroot Valley (OF, MH).

Wrens, Thrushes — Single Bewick's Wrens were seen at Sportsman State Park, Yakima Jan. 14, and in knee Valley north of Yakima, Feb. 27. The species was noted, March 22 at Cold Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Umatilla Co., Oreg. (REW). Apparently very few Winter and Long-billed Marsh Wrens wintered. Four Canon Wrens observed on Dec. 16 in Jefferson County, Mont. between Cardwell and Lewis and Clark Caverns provided the first confirmed winter record for that region (Mrs. WMcK). Robins wintered in small numbers or not at all in most localities, becoming common only when the spring movement began in February. Perhaps Baker, Oreg. had all the rest! On the Christmas Count there 1400 were counted and on Jan. 21 an estimated 7000 were found in Bowen Valley south of Baker (JB & AW). Very few Varied Thrushes appeared to winter, these mostly in the western part of the Region. No bluebirds were reported until the spring movement in February, except for 1 Western and 7 Mountain Bluebirds on the Baker Christmas Count. Very few Townsend's Solitaires were reported from anywhere in the Region.

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes — A few Ruby-crowned Kinglets were seen occasionally in south-central Washington and adjacent Oregon: along the Yakima River (EM); at Sportsman State Park, Yakima (APR); at Walla Walla, and at Cold Springs Refuge (REW). Two were seen at Cheney, Wash. on Jan. 9 (FBH). The winter was unexciting as far as Bohemian Waxwings went, with perhaps average numbers only in parts of western Montana. Their numbers reached a peak at Missoula in late December and early January, dwindled and again built up in mid-February. Maximum flock size was around 800. Farther east, at Bozeman, the birds were reported as rather rare and in southern British Columbia they were noted as much scarcer than usual. In the Spokane area a poor Mountain Ash crop was believed to be responsible for low numbers. Cedar Waxwings were noted in several localities in eastern Washington and Oregon but in western Montana they were seen only at Pablo, Lake Co., 30 on Dec. 5 (RLB), and at Missoula, where a very few wintered. In addition to the usual wintering Northern Shrikes, Loggerhead Shrikes were identified at McNary Refuge, at nearby Yakima River (EM), and at Smyrna, southern Grant Co., Wash., Dec. 29. A Northern Shrike was seen about 100 yards away from the latter bird (RKF, DRP & MLP).

Warblers, Blackbirds — Audubon's Warbler was "reasonably common" during the entire winter in the Tricities area of Washington, increasing in March. It arrived at Yakima, March 10 (APR) and appeared at nearby Toppenish in large numbers, March 19 (RRP). One bird was seen at Bozeman on Jan. 2, a record late date there. Noteworthy was a flock of Western Meadowlarks near Hamilton, Mont. on Jan. 28. It apparently was a group of early migrants. Brewer's Blackbird wintered at Bozeman and Walla Walla and an estimated 800 were seen at Crab Creek and Othello in Central Washington on Dec. 29 (RKF, DRP & MLP). Two unusual winter records were of 25 at Prince George on Dec. 21 (CS) and 1 at Spokane on Jan. 1 (WH). A flock of Rusty Blackbirds was still at Bozeman on March 18 (LM). About 80 Brown-headed Cowbirds, all males, were seen with other blackbirds and Starlings in a feedlot near Smyrna on Dec. 29 (RKF, DRP & MLP).
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Finches — At least average numbers of most species of finches appeared in many localities. Most localities reported Evening Grosbeaks. "Large numbers" wintered at Bozeman. About 55 was the maximum flock size both at a feeder at Baker and at another at Spokane (JA). None were reported from British Columbia. Very few Cassin's Finches apparently wintered at Spokane (JA, S.A.S.), 4 were at Oyama, near Vernon, B. C. on Feb. 5. House Finches continued to increase at Missoula. They were present throughout the winter, with maximum flock sizes of 50-65. It was a good winter to see Pine Grosbeaks, which appeared at no less than eleven localities from Bozeman on the east to Baker in the southwest and the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia in the north. At least 60 were seen in Hamilton on Feb. 28. The Black Rosy Finch was seen with the Gray-crowned near Three Forks, Mont. on Feb. 21. A flock of 25 Hoary Redpolls was reported at Penticton, B. C., Dec. 26 (SRC). Common Redpolls were noted in moderate numbers at eight scattered localities. A few Pine Siskins apparently wintered, mostly in the western part of the Region. A "large flock" was reported in Richland, Wash. on Dec. 22 after a very windy night (REW). Am. Goldfinches wintered in eastern Washington, northeastern Oregon and in the Okanagan Valley. Red Crossbills were present in small numbers or not at all. The White-winged Crossbill was sighted four times Dec. 20-March 3 in the Bozeman—Ennis area (ETH, RAH, JMcD, JSa, LS, PDS) but nowhere else.

Sparrows — One or 2 Rufous-sided Towhees were seen regularly along the Yakima River in the Tricities area during the entire winter (EM) and single birds tarried at Vernon and Penticton. Oregon Juncos may not have completely recovered from the effects of the 1968-69 winter. They were described as "not common" at Missoula, "very few in field and smaller numbers at feeders" at Spokane (S.A.S.) and "scarcest in 20 years on Christmas bird census" at Vernon. However, other localities, particularly in central Washington, reported them as very common. Tree Sparrows were reported from many scattered localities. A flock of 16 was seen near Hamilton on Jan. 28 and 100 were noted in cornfields at Smyrna on Dec. 29 (RKF, DRP & MLP). A few wintered in the Okanagan Valley. Three Harris' Sparrows frequented a feeder from January through March at Coldstream, near Vernon (JS) and 1 remained through the winter at a feeder at Lavington, B. C. An immature bird staved for several days around a feeder in early December in the Tricities area (EM) and. 1 was seen at Missoula, March 4. White-crowned Sparrows wintered mostly in south-central Washington. Many were noted at Walla Walla and the Tricities area. Near Crab Creek 500 were noted in two localities on Dec. 29 (RKF, DRP & MLP). A flock of 30-35 Golden-crowned Sparrows was seen during the winter in College Place, Tricities area (DJC). A single White-throated Sparrow was seen for about two weeks in December at Bozeman (Mrs. ID). A Lincoln's Sparrow was netted at Sunnyside Game Refuge, Yakima Co. on Jan. 24 (PM). Snow Buntings were reported in small numbers in western Montana and eastern Washington.

Contributors (sectional editors in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated). — :(JA) James Acton; (JRA) John R. Akin & (MCA) M. Clair Aldous, McNary Nat'l, Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (RB) Robert L. Barber, Nat'l, Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., Ninepipe and Pablo Nat'l. Wildlife Refuges, Charlo, Mont.; (Mr. and Mrs. SB) Mr. & Mrs. Steve Billeb; (Mr. & Mrs. CB) Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Border; (JB) Joanne Brown; (DJC) Don J. Campbell; (SRC) Steve R. Cannings; (HC) Helen Carlson; (DD) Dennis Dahlke; (Mrs. ID) Mrs. Irving Dayton; (SD) Syd Draper; (JE) James England; (OF) Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley including Ravalli Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; (RKF) Robert K. Furrer; (MG) Marion Gebhard; James Grant, British Columbia; (MH) Molly Hackett; (WH) Warren Hall; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (CJH) C.J. Henry; (ETH) Eve T. Hays; (RAH) R.A. Hays; (FBH) Frances B. Huston Frank L. Kenney, Turnbull Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; Mrs. Fred Lagergren, Yakima, Wash area; (JL) Jack Lampshire; (HL) Howard Lipke (JMcD) John McDill; (Mrs. WMcK) Mrs. Wilbur McKinney; Dr. McLean; (JM) Jim Mack; (PM) Phil Mattocks; Niel F. Meadowcroft, Walla Walla, Wash. area (SM) Sandra Metheny; (EM) Elizabeth Moore; (LM Louis Moos; (CRO) C.R. Orcutt; (GHO) Gordon H Orians; (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP) Mary Lye Paulson; (RRP) Robert R. Prather; (APR) Arthur P Renspie; Harry Reynolds; (LR) Larry Roumpf; (JR John Rumelv: (JSA) Jeff Safford; (DRS) Donald R Skaar; (PDS) P.D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis-Three Fork area, Mont.; (CS) Cyril Smith; (HS) Harvey Smith (JS) Joyce Speechly; Mrs. S.O. Stanley and (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society, eastern Washington; (LS) Leland Stadmyk; (BAS) Ben A. Sugden; (KS) Ken Sumanik; (MY) Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area; (FW) Fay Winokur, and (REW) Robert E. Woodley, Richland-Kennewick-Pasco, Wash. ("Tricities") area and lower Yakima Valley. 


The Winter Season, 1969-70

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

During this season the weather was a unusual as to present a somewhat confusing picture. It 
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started with an earlier-than-normal arrival of winter in December, followed by a springlike moderating of temperatures over much of the Region during January and February, and ending with a return to wintry conditions again in March. The result of the "early winter" was the termination of the fall migration earlier than usual in December, with few late-lingering migrants. The midwinter thaw seemed to result in a commencement of breeding activities for some species at dates earlier than usual, even in February. The return of winter with accompanying deep snows probably caused the earlier attempts at breeding to fail. Whereas northern Colorado and southern Wyoming mountain areas had measured all-time record snow depths by the end of March, the western Great Basin, with little winter precipitation, was preparing for drought. This season will be remembered ornithologically as the "year of the White-winged Crossbill," reflecting an invasion that began last season.

Pelicans, Swans — The White Pelican seemed to be diminishing rather rapidly. Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, on the Oregon-Idaho border, where formerly there were many, recorded only one sighting, and that was on March 19 when 24 birds were seen (JTA). Only 2 were seen at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Harney Co., Oreg., during this period (BD). There were 50 Trumpeter Swans wintering at Malheur Refuge, a new high count. The colony there produced 13 young last year, to add to last year's population of 40 (ELMcL). At Malheur Refuge too there were 5500 Whistling Swans at the height of the spring migration, Feb. 8-14, o week earlier than last year but about average in numbers (ELMcL). As usual the Bear River Marshes in Utah harbored more swans than any other refuge in this Region. The spring migration peaked at 17,600 during the second week of March, a noteworthy count.

Geese, Ducks — At Deer Flat Refuge the fall migration of waterfowl reached a peak the third week in December, about a week later than usual, when there were 624,000 ducks present, most of them Mallard. Severe weather immediately following reduced the numbers by one half. At Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado, a refuge with smaller but growing transient populations, there were 29,000 Mallard in December (CRB). An Oldsquaw was observed at Lake De Smet in northern Wyoming, Dec. 26 (TM. At Stillwater Wildlife Management Area in western Nevada, the Canada Geese started nesting in the last week of March, earlier than usual (LDN). At Malheur Refuge the peak count for Snow Geese was 10,000, March 15-21, 30,000 less than last year, and a decline for which we have no immediate explanation (ELMcL). The proof that we had spring in January and February was the nesting, by Feb. 1, of Canada Gene in Deer Flat Refuge (JTA). At Stillwater WMA the duck population increased 24.7 percent over last year's, but there were still only 49,870 birds present at the peak in mid-March, mostly Pintail and Green-winged Teal. Malheur Lake, the great eastern Oregon sump, had poor prospects this year, but an unprecedented 3.35 inches of rain in January improved conditions immeasurably. At Malheur, the height of the migration occurred during the first week in March, when 93,700 waterfowl were recorded, 78,000 (or 83 percent) of which were Pintail. This was a month earlier than last year (ELMcL). The spring migration was about normal at Bear River Marshes, with the highest concentration of waterfowl during the second week of March: 124,000, of which 98,200 (or 79 percent) were Pintail. One week later 8300 Canvasback and 7500 Green-winged Teal were recorded, with other species in much smaller numbers. There were 10 Oldsquaw recorded at Idaho Sand Dunes Lake in western Idaho. March 25 (HES).

Hawks, Woodpeckers, Mimids — Two Harlan's Hawks were seen during January at Monte Vista Refuge and one remained throughout the period. The species had not been previously recorded from this area (CRB). A Broad-winged Hawk on March 30 north of Sheridan, Wyo. represents a bird of prey believed to be only casual in Wyoming (TK). A Yellow-shafted Flicker was recorded at Cedar City, Utah, Dec. 30 (SM). Another was seen at Salt Lake City, Feb. 4 (GK). This is a rare bird at both locations. Still another was observed at Nampa in western Idaho several times during the winter (HES). At Deer Flat Refuge 6 of 8 wintering near headquarters were Red-shafted—Yellow-shafted intergrades (JTA). With unduly warm weather early, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were moving northward at Springdale in southern Utah in February (CH). A Brown Thrasher wintered in Chicago Creek Canyon near Idaho Springs in the Rockies west of Denver (WWB). Another was noted at Big Horn, Wyo., Jan. 10 (FS).

Waxwings, Kinglets, Warblers — It was a poor winter for Bohemian Waxwings, with none reported from Reno, Nev. (JMD), or Salt Lake City, only 1 from Denver, and an average flight at Casper, Wyo. Cedar Waxwings wintered as usual at Reno (JMD), and were seen in Salt Lake City sporadically during the winter (WS). There were 30 at Casper, March 15 (OKS), and 50 or more at Glenwood Springs, Colo. on March 24; all are highly unusual occurrences. Ruby-crowned Kinglets were seen on numerous occasions at Hotchkiss, Colo. on the western slope of the Rockies, probably due to the warm winter (TC). The same conditions probably accounted for the report of Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers (1 each) visiting a feeding station at Durango, southern Colo., during the winter (OR).

Blackbirds, Sparrow, Bunting — A large roost at Mahala Slough near Stillwater Refuge, Nev. was estimated at 100,000 birds, of which about 35 percent were Starlings, 1 percent were Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 60 percent were Red-winged Blackbirds, and 5 percent were Brewer's Blackbirds (LDN). This is a large roost for dry country. A White-throated Sparrow wintered at Dubois, high on the Wind River in western Wyoming, thanks to feeder largess (MB), for the second year in succession, and raising the possibility that these out-of-range visitors were the same individual. Finally a flock of 70 Snow Buntings spent most of the winter near Arco near Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument, central Idaho, where they are probably regular but not often reported (DLC).
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Contributors — (JTA) John T. Annear, (MB) Mary Back, (WWB) Winston W. Brockner, (CRB) Charles R. Bryant, (DLC) Dennis L. Carter, (TC) Theodore Colborn, (JMD) Dr. John M. Davis, (BD) Bruce Deuel, (CH) Clyde Harden, (GK) Gleb Kashin, (TK) Tom Kessinger, (ELMcL) Eldon L. McLaury, (SM) Steward Murie, (LDN) Larry D. Napier, (OR) Oppie Reames, (HES) Mrs. H.E. Shaw, (FS) Florence Spring, (WS) Dr. William Stone.


The Winter Season, 1969-70

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

December and January brought considerably more than normal precipitation to the Region, with above normal temperatures prevailing. February and March were somewhat drier than normal, but temperatures were considerably above average, particularly in February. Thus the very mild winter was in marked contrast to the record cold and snow of last year. Observations this winter demonstrated or confirmed that Varied Thrushes particularly, and Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers too, were much reduced in numbers almost throughout the Region. Western Bluebirds were reduced considerably in their wintering areas in the southern third of the Region; Winter Wrens, Robins, and Western Meadowlarks were down drastically in the northern portions, most markedly on Vancouver Island and in southern British Columbia.

Loons, Grebes, Herons, Swans and Geese —Yellow-billed Loons appeared in the Region for the third winter in a row; one was seen at Hood Canal, Wash., Dec. 6 (Evans Rathfelder and Dick Lindstrom fide TRW), while another was seen for two days at Victoria, B. C. Feb. 22-23 (DS, Keith Taylor et al.). Three Red-throated Loons recorded on the Eugene, Oreg. Christmas Count Dec. 28 were unusual. A Green Heron was seen at Vancouver, B.C. on Dec. 14 (Colin Clarke. fide MS), Dec. 21 on the Christmas Count and on Jan. 16 (R. Foottit fide MS); the species also was found on the Tillamook, Salem and Eugene, Oreg., Christmas Counts. Single Common Egrets were seen at Tillamook, Dec. 20; Salem, Dec. 22; and at Pacific City, Oreg. the last week in January; 3 were found on the Eugene Count. American Bitterns were found during the Ladner and Vancouver, B. C. and the Eugene Counts. Last winter season's report of 150 Whistling Swans on the Bellingham Christmas Count was in error; 10 was the correct number. Up to 40 Whistling Swans were seen at a few favored localities in western Washington and southern Vancouver Island, January-March. Three dozen Trumpeter Swans wintered at Clear Lake, Skagit Co. Wash. (fide TRW); 12 were at Courtenay and 6 were at Duncan, B. C. on Jan. 27 (DS); 25 were recorded on the Comox, B. C. Christ. mas Count on Dec. 27. A Brant was shot by a knowledgeable hunter on Willapa Bay on Dec. 2 and a photograph showing a clear comparison with Black Brant was subsequently submitted by him to the regional biologist of the Fish & Wildlife Service in Portland (Marshall Escola courtesy of David B. Marshall); another Brant was carefully observed at Bellingham, Wash. for the Christmas Count there on Dec. 21 (DRP). Two Black Brant were at the Wm. L. Finley Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg. on March 16 (Alan Wentz fide CFZ). An Emperor Goose showed up at the White Rock, B. C. jetty on Feb. 1 and remained to the end of the report period; a 
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bird of this species has appeared there each of the last three winters. Thirty-three White-fronted Geese flying south along the Willamette River, Oreg., on Dec. 27, and recorded on the Portland Christmas Count were highly unusual; from 1 to 5 birds of this species were seen at the Finley Refuge, Jan. 28-Feb. 19 where Snow Geese also were seen in numbers from 1 to 16, Dec. 14-Feb. 11 (CFZ). Up to 15,000 Snows were at the Reifel Refuge near Vancouver, B. C. during January (fide MS); two individuals at Victoria for the winter were most unusual (ARD).

Ducks -- Between 9 and 11 Fulvous Tree Ducks were found on ponds in sand dunes north of Coos Bay, Curry Co. Oreg. Feb. 14-24; photos were taken and a specimen was collected (Edw. Schwartz, Edw. Troyer, Hilda Reiher et al.). This record is the first known to the editors for Oregon but Jewett in Birds of Washington State (1953) details 1861 and 1905 records for Washington and mentions an occurrence in British Columbia. Four Gadwall were at Elk Lake, Saanich Peninsula, Vancouver Island, Feb. 7 (EVG). Single Common Teal were at Baskett Slough west of Salem on Dec. 29 for the Dallas Count, at Victoria from Feb. 28 to the end of the period, and at Tillamook on March 14 (JBC et al.). A pair of Cinnamon Teal wintered on ponds at Scio, Oreg. (WT); individuals were seen at several other localities in western Oregon after Feb. 16, when 2 appeared at Medford (JH). European Widgeon were seen at most of the well-watched locations from Vancouver south during the winter. The 46 Wood Ducks at Vancouver, 61 at Salem, and 114 at Eugene listed on Christmas Counts are noteworthy. Redheads were recorded on two Christmas Counts, 7 at Victoria and 1 at Portland. Estimates of 500 Ring-necked Ducks at Seattle and Salem and 800 at Medford for the Christmas Counts are ten times normal numbers. A male Tufted Duck at Seattle from early January until late March was seen repeatedly (RCS); possibly the same bird appeared at Victoria for the last week in March (DS).

Vulture, Hawks, Rails — Several Turkey Vultures reportedly lingered in January and February in the Campbell River, B.C. area where 1 was last seen on Feb. 22 (fide ARD). Two Goshawks were recorded on the Vancouver Christmas Count and 1 was noted at Portland on the Count. Rough-legged Hawks were present sparingly in favored locales south to the head of the Willamette Valley. Single Golden Eagles were observed at the Finley Refuge, Jan. 14-March 7 (CFZ) and at White Rock, March 11 (MS). An Osprey was seen at Medford as early as Feb. 13 (JH); another in the vicinity of Victoria by March 29 (ARD). A Gyrfalcon was in the Ladner area from early December until at least the end of the month; a grey phase bird was seen at Boundary Bay, south of Vancouver, on Jan. 17 (DRP et al.) and probably the same bird was there again on Jan. 25 (TRW). A Prairie Falcon was seen north of Medford on Jan. 22 (M. McGraw fide JH). Up to 3 Peregrines in a day were reported variously from eight localities, Dec. 20 to the end of March. Pigeon Hawks were lightly but well distributed through the southern half of the Region this winter. Two Virginia Rails were carefully studied at Ladner and 1 was found at Portland during the Christmas Counts there.

Shorebirds — An early Killdeer nest was discovered at Finley Refuge on March 15 (CFZ); almost 6500 of these birds were listed on the Eugene Count. A Ruddy Turnstone was at Bay City on Tillamook. These Long-billed Curlews carefully studied at Tokeland, Wash. on Feb. 22 (RKF, DLP, DRP & MLP) constitute an extraordinary winter record, apparently the first for this species from this Region. Single Spotted Sandpipers turned up on both the Vancouver and Victoria Christmas Counts. Small numbers of Greater Yellowlegs wintered in the Region; 33 at Victoria on Dec. 20 being the season's high count. Seven Lesser Yellowlegs at Vancouver on Dec. 21 for the Christmas Count and 1 at Victoria a day earlier were unusual. Nearly 35,000 Dunlin were noted at Ladner on Dec. 26. About 65 Short-billed Dowitchers wintered at Burnaby Lake near Vancouver (fide MS). Up to 36 Long-billed Dowitchers were seen on the Eugene and Tillamook Counts. Eight Red Phalaropes were found at the head of the Willamette Valley for the Eugene Count; 4 of these birds also showed up on the Tillamook Count — stragglers from the great numbers which appeared in the Region in November, 1969.

Gulls, Alcids — Two Glaucous Gulls were present at Comox, Dec. 27, and 3 were at Ladner, Dec. 26 for the Christmas Counts there; several individuals were seen along the northern Oregon coast during the winter (WT). A Franklin's Gull was recorded on the Vancouver Christmas Count, Dec. 21 and was seen again the next day; the same or another bird was seen at White Rock, B. C. on March 20 (MS et al.). The 362 Bonaparte's Gulls at Vancouver on Dec. 21 were an unusually high number. Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, and Marbled Murrelets all were recorded on Christmas Counts north of Seattle; Victoria also recorded 2 Rhinoceros Auklets and over 150 Ancient Murrelets; 300 of the latter species were seen at Victoria on Jan. 19 (DS).

Owls, Swifts and Hummingbirds — Three Snowy Owls which spent the winter in the vicinity of Ladner, were seen by many observers. Two Burrowing Owls were seen at Medford on the Dec. 27 Christmas Count. A Long-eared Owl at Iona Island, B. C. for much of the winter was seen by many observers. The total of 70 Short-eared Owls on the Vancouver Count was remarkable. Saw-whet Owls were widely reported, showing up on many of the Region's Christmas Counts. Two Vaux's Swifts at Ashland, Oreg., on March 2 (Elton Petrie fide OS) and 1 at Sauvie Island near Portland, March 8 (RF) were extremely early records. Anna's Hummingbirds were seen in number up to 3 at Victoria, Portland, Springfield, Oreg. and Ashland at various times during the winter. A Rufous Hummingbird at Bellingham on Jan. 2 (TRW) was an extraordinary record and may well be the first midwinter record for this bird from the Region.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers,  Swallows Jays — Two Pileated Woodpeckers again were at Terrace, B.C. (HRV) all winter; birds of this species were noted in the vicinity of Vancouver, Victoria, Portland, 
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Lebanon, Oreg., Eugene and Corvallis. Over 300 Lewis' Woodpeckers were listed at Medford during the Christmas Count on Dec. 27 and an estimated 200 of these birds wintered on the Finley Refuge (CFZ), all in marked contrast to the dearth of this species in the Region for several years past. A pair of banded Black Phoebes was engaged in nesting activity as early as March 22 on the Applegate River near Medford (JH & OS); a bird of this species was reported at Gold Beach, Oreg. on the Christmas Count. The arrival at Victoria of 150 Violet-green Swallows on Feb. 28 (ARD) and at Iona Island of 1 bird on the same date (fide MS), preceded by 1 at Seattle (fide DRP) and by a few at North Bend, Oreg. on Feb. 14 (fide HBN) were very early records. A few Tree Swallows were reported from a number of locations in Oregon and Washington the last week in February. A Rough-winged Swallow at Sauvie Island, March 23 (TM) was early. Wintering Barn Swallows were reported this year, with 7 individuals noted at Westham Island in the vicinity of Vancouver on Dec. 6, 1969 (Wayne Weber and M. Shephard fide MS) and 1 bird seen the same day at Siletz Bay, Oreg. (Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lucas fide GK); 4 Barn Swallows were found on the Ladner Christmas Count. Cliff Swallows arrived early, too, a small flock appearing near Albany, Oreg. March 19 (RK) and 1 at Finley Refuge, March 26, where 8 were seen two days later (CFZ). Nine Steller's Jays spent the winter at Terrace (HRV); 1 was seen in Victoria, where it is uncommon, on March 28 (ARD). Scrub Jays have been moving in increasing numbers northward toward the Columbia River; the 160 birds recorded on the Portland Count was the highest total ever recorded there. A Black-billed Magpie first appeared at Terrace on Dec. 19 and stayed for the rest of the winter (HRV); the bird has been previously unrecorded from coastal northern British Columbia.

Nuthatches, Wrens, Mimids, Thrushes — A White-breasted Nuthatch in Vancouver's Stanley Park on March 5 (Wayne Campbell & Michael Shephard fide MS) was noteworthy. Winter Wrens were said to be scarce on southern Vancouver Island (ARD), probably reflecting high mortality in last winter's severe snow and cold. A Mockingbird showed up at Medford on Feb. 22 and remained through the rest of the report period (OS et al.). Robins, and more particularly Varied Thrushes, were greatly reduced in numbers; the wintering population of Varied Thrushes evidently suffered even greater depletion as a result of the unprecedented severity of last winter than was recognized at the time; observers this year unanimously commented on the virtual absence of this species, although by late March the breeding population was again in evidence on the mountain slopes. Western Bluebirds, which normally winter in fair numbers in the Willamette Valley south of Portland, also were mentioned as being largely absent this year. A Mountain Bluebird at Marietta, Wash. Jan. 18 (Jim Duemmel fide TRW) was noteworthy.

Gnatcatchers, Waxwings, Shrikes, Warblers - Two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers which had returned by March 29 to their breeding area at Medford were early (OS). A flock of 55 Bohemian Waxwings stopped at Scio on March 13 (WT); small numbers were mixed with flocks of Cedar Waxwings at Corvallis during March (RK), up to 6 Bohemians were seen at Bellingham during December (TRW), and a few were recorded on the Ladner and Vancouver Counts. Cedar Waxwings wintered sporadically through much of the southern portion of the Region. Northern Shrikes were widely reported in good numbers on the Christmas Counts and were much in evidence through the rest of the winter. Single Loggerhead Shrikes were recorded on the Vancouver, Bellingham and Sauvie Island Christmas Counts, a most unusual winter representation of a species which occurs very sparingly west of the Cascades. Up to 3 Hutton's Vireos showed up on the Vancouver, Bellingham, Victoria and Eugene Counts; 1 was also found at Victoria, on March 7 (ARD). A Black-and-white Warbler was recorded for the third time in the Region, this bird being found at Point Roberts, south of Vancouver on Dec. 28 (K. Boyce fide MS). A few Orange-crowned Warblers appeared on the Region's Christmas Counts; spring arrivals of this species occurred in western Oregon the last week in March. Both Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were much scarcer than usual during the winter and through March, raising the question of whether these species, too, suffered heavy losses last winter. Townsend's Warblers were more widely reported this winter than ever before, showing up at Portland, Tillamook —where 10 were found on the Christmas Count — Salem and Eugene where 23 were noted on the Count; one was at Markham, Wash. Feb. 22 (DRP), and about 25 were at Tillamook in a mixed flock of other birds on March 14 (JBC et al.).

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows — Western Meadowlarks were reported scarcer than in any winter in memory on southern Vancouver Island (ARD), confirming that the population there had suffered severely last winter. A Yellow-headed Blackbird discovered at Salem on Dec. 18 (Mrs. Zimmerman and Mrs. Orville Smith fide GK) provided a highly unusual winter record. Twelve Red-winged Blackbirds wintering at Terrace, in company with half a dozen Brewer's Blackbirds, were present until Feb. 21 and were quite unusual there (HRV). The 700 Tricolored Blackbirds present at Medford for the Dec. 27 Count were noteworthy. Evening Grosbeaks were scattered sporadically throughout the Region from Terrace southward during the season. It was a flight year for Pine Grosbeaks, at least into the Vancouver-Victoria-Bellingham area, the maximum number seen at one time being 100 birds on Dec. 20 at Bellingham; a few birds were reported over the whole winter period. Three Gray-crowned Rosy Finches on the Bellingham waterfront Jan.3-Feb. 10 (TRW) were of considerable interest. Common Redpolls turned up in the Vancouver and Bellingham area and also at Terrace; the birds first appeared in late December and were still being seen well into March. Terry Wahl, who is a competent and careful observer, watched 1 of 3 birds in a large mixed flock at Marietta, Wash. Dec. 28, which he concluded was a Hoary Redpoll; the birds departed before he had a chance to check both of the others as closely, but a few minutes later had the 
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opportunity to view a dozen or more Common Redpolls which convinced him that all 3 of the birds first observed had been Hoaries. A flock of 10-12 Am. Goldfinches at Marietta from Dec. 28 on, constitutes an unusual winter record (TRW et al.). The 32 Lesser Goldfinches at Eugene Dec. 28, and the 8 at Portland on Dec. 27, for the Christmas Counts were of interest, too. Red Crossbills were noted at scattered points from Vancouver southward during the winter. A White-winged Crossbill was observed at Point Roberts on Feb. 21 (Al Grass fide MS). A total of 45 Lark Sparrows was found on the Medford Count, Dec. 27. Slate-colored Juncos were reported on many Christmas Counts; 1 was at Lake Oswego, Oreg., March 28 (JBC). A Tree Sparrow appeared at Seattle on Dec. 7 (DRP); 9 were found in two groups on the Bellingham Count, and 2 showed up on the Ladner Count. A single Tree Sparrow at Victoria from Feb. 28 to the end of the period was the first record on Vancouver Island in almost 75 years (ARD, DS et al,). Several Harris' Sparrows were recorded during the winter at Bellingham, Marietta, Ladner and Victoria; 1 was at Terrace on Jan. 2 (HRV). There were twelve records for White-throated Sparrows this winter, from Vancouver south to Medford. Lincoln's Sparrows, too, showed up in unprecedented numbers, records coming horn the Bellingham, Portland, and Corvallis-Eugene areas from the Christmas Count period to late March. Up to 17 Lapland Longspurs were counted at Medford, Marietta, Ladner and Vancouver in the Christmas Count period; 60 birds were at Marietta on March 8 (Jim Duemmel fide TRW). One Snow Bunting was found during the Vancouver Count, 1 was seen at Iona Island in the Vancouver area, March 13 and 3 were in the same place on March 30 (fide MS).

Contributors — Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (RKF) Robert K. Furrer; (VG) Vic Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (GK) Gordon Knight; Phil Mattocks; (TM) Tom McCamant; (DLP) David L. Pearson (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP) Mary Lynn Paulson; Gerald A. Sanger; (MS) Madelon Schouten, (RCS) Richard C. Smith; (DS) David Stirling; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (CFZ) C. Fred Zeillemaker. 


Spring Migration, 1970

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

This April was one of the coldest on record at most localities in this Region. Spokane, Wash. averaged 5.7 degrees below normal and the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., 9.7 degrees below normal. A comparable situation prevailed south and west to Baker, Oreg. and north and west into southern interior British Columbia. The only exception was apparently in the Bozeman, Mont. area, east of the Continental Divide, where spring was described as "unusually mild since February." Precipitation for the month ranged from above normal in western Montana west of the Divide to about normal in extreme eastern Washington and much below normal at Baker, Oreg., Othello and Yakima, Wash., and the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia. Cool and rather wet conditions continued in Astern Montana during May, but farther west the situation was about normal. This did not mean uniform conditions, however, for eastern Washington experienced a hot spell during the first week of May. A cold, rainy period followed. Temperatures then climbed to normal or above at mid-month and stayed Mere until another rainy period near the month's end Drought subnormal temperatures again. Precipitation remained below normal in the extreme western portion of the Region at Yakima and apparently at Othello and Walla Walla. The southern portion of interior British Columbia remained cool and distinctly dry, but the Prince George area had near-record rainfall. Several reporters west of the Continental Divide believed that the late spring retarded migration. Ann hard remarked for the Baker, Oreg. area: "April was a lousy month for migration. Numbers were minimal, species scarce ... Not until May 11 did anything move." Gerald Morsello at Prineville, Oreg., wrote: "Cool weather through April delayed migration. Early May arrivals late, but most other arrivals later in May were normal." Jim Grant commented for southern interior British Columbia: "Most migrants appeared late according to my own observations but I spent less time in the field than usual." Ralph Hand at Missoula, Mont. reported several species late and none early. Marie Stanley, reporting for Spokane Audubon Society in eastern Washington, noted a few species late and none early except for the Com. Nighthawk, which normally arrives at the very end of May. On the other hand, Opal Foust, reporting for the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana, commented that the cool spring "didn't seem to affect arrival dates of most birds and nesting went on almost on schedule." Dave Skaar, writing from Bozeman, Mont. noted that, despite apparently mild conditions there, "biological events have been retarded. Flowering was at least a week late in early spring (J. Rumely) and bird arrivals were generally late ... Presumably, although there were no prolonged periods of extreme low temperature and no prolonged snowstorms, there must have been a chronic, day-after-day decline in the temperature below some critical point." Water conditions, particularly in the mountains, have much bearing upon summer conditions in the Region. Opal Foust noted that snow depths in the mountains around the Bitterroot Valley were above average in depth and water content but cool weather slowed the run-off. Frank Kenney noted that at Turnbull Refuge "moderately cool weather, coupled with high water levels in all lakes and ponds, and an excellent residual cover indicate a very productive season." At Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. T. J. Charmley commented that "nesting cover ... is fair ... less moisture in late winter and early spring ... " Niel Meadowcroft wrote that "Snow and rain ... in the Blue Mountains [of southeastern Washington and adjacent Oregon] apparently forced some birds down into the lower lands." A heavy, wet snow on May 10 in the lower Flathead Valley, Lake Co., Mont. apparently did little damage to bird populations there, according to C. J. Henry.

Loons and Grebes — Common Loons were migrating during April and May, with the largest number, 40, noted in the Bozeman, Mont. area on April 26. At Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. numbers were up: at least 14 were present on April 18 and 10 or more on May 24 (S.A.S.). "Rather large numbers" were noted on Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont., May 1 (CJH). A Red-throated Loon, still in winter plumage, was sighted at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. on May 24 (ETH, RAH & PDS); this is the fourth record for the area and the fifth for the state. A large flight of Horned Grebes started about April 25 and lasted about a week in the lower Flathead Valley near Charlo, Mont., with as many as 20 seen in a single pothole (CJH). Good numbers of Eared Grebes were seen in the Spokane, Wash. area (S.A.S.). About 100 were present at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. by June 1. Western Grebes had increased to about 200 at Ninepipe Refuge by early May (RLB).

Pelicans, Herons, Egrets — The first White Pelicans in the Bozeman area were seen on April 17 at Ennis Lake (LM); 12 passed through McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., the only other locality reporting the species, on April 6. A Green Heron
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 was sighted at Sportsman's State Park, Yakima, Wash. on April 10 (APR). A Snowy Egret, carefully identified near Manhattan, Gallatin Co., Mont. on May 15 (LS), furnished one of very few records for the species in that area.

Waterfowl — Whistling Swans were reported from six localities. A surprising 2000 were noted at Ennis Lake near Ennis, Mont. on March 29, and 11 were still there on May 24, a record late date (ETH & RAH). There was good news on the Trumpeter Swan project at Turnbull Refuge. Of the 27 wintering birds, 19 dispersed from the headquarters area to nest elsewhere on or near the refuge, with 15 cygnets counted to date. Canada Geese migrated and largely dispersed early in the period. Twenty had reached Prince George, B.C. by March 22 (CS). The 2500 "Lesser" Canada Geese noted at Conboy Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Toppenish, Wash. left during the first week of May, and the 12,000 present at Toppenish Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in the lower Yakima Valley of Washington left during the last week of April. The Baker, Oreg. area appears to be getting more and more of a permanent population of Canadas. Most species of surface-feeding ducks appeared to be in about normal numbers. Blue-winged Teal were apparently an exception in some localities: Turnbull Refuge reported a decline and Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. noted a decrease from 103 breeding pairs last year to only 17 this year. Cinnamon Teal numbers continued to be high for this species. In the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont., Cinnamons outnumbered the other teal species. Wood Ducks made a good showing, with reports from thirteen localities; the highest number reported was 14 in the vicinity of Charlo, Mont. (CJH). A male European Widgeon was seen at Ennis, Mont. on March 29 (RAH, DRS, PDS & FW), on April 26 (RAH, LM & PDS), and on May 2 (ETH); another was seen at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Stevensville, Mont., date not given (BD). Redheads were the second most numerous nester at Turnbull Refuge, outnumbered only by Mallards. Four Greater Scaup were positively identified in the vicinity of Charlo, Mont. on May 1 (CJH). An immature White-winged Scoter was identified at Turnbull Refuge on April 11 (FBH). Ruddy Ducks seemed to be doing well in some localities. A peak of 900 was noted at Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges, Mont. on April 29 (RLB); the number at Turnbull Refuge nearly doubled from last year, to 600, making the species one of the three most important nesters there; Ruddies showed an increase at McNary Refuge but a slight decrease at Columbia Refuge. About 6 Red-breasted Mergansers were seen on Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on April 18 (S.A.S.); this species is always noteworthy west of the Continental Divide in this Region.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles — A Turkey Vulture was reported for Vernon, B.C. on Feb. 27 (BAS); this seems to be an early date. Hawk reports seemed rather sparse after the abundance of these birds during the winter. In the Missoula, Mont. vicinity all but Sparrow Hawks were scarce. The Red-tailed Hawk probably was present in normal numbers: 10 were using Turnbull Refuge during the period, and the species was frequent at Walla Walla, Wash. where several Rough-legged Hawks and 2 Ferruginous Hawks were seen during the first week of April by staff of Whitman College. The Ferruginous Hawk also was noted in Gallatin County, Mont., April 26 (RAH, LM & PDS). A scattering of reports of Golden and Bald Eagles was received, including a report of 2 Goldens noted around the cliffs by Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (S.A.S.). Records of a Peregrine Falcon at Ravalli Refuge in April (Dr. McLean, fide BD) and an immature bird at Ennis, Mont. on May 24 (ETH, RAH & PDS) were unusual.

Gallinaceous Birds — A few Sharp-tailed Grouse were reported: "only 3" were noted on the dancing ground north of Bozeman, Mont. on April 11 (LM); a lone male was observed displaying along the road west of that city on May 2 (RAH); 1 was seen beside the road near Willowdale, Oreg. on April 28 (Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley). The species was also noted at the Bison Range. Sage Grouse were reported only from Park County, Mont. on April 18 (RAH); south of Creston, Wash., where about 30 birds, average for the area, were found on the usual strutting site (S.A.S.); and at Yakima Firing Center (ME). California Quail numbers were apparently lower than normal, except for a few localities in the southwestern part of the Region: Walla Walla, Wash. (NFM), Toppenish Refuge, Wash. (ME) and Clarkston, Wash. (MJP). Ring-necked Pheasant and Gray Partridge populations appeared not to have fully recovered from losses of the 1968-1969 winter. Chukars were reported from the Bison Range, the lower Flathead Valley (CJH), near Clarkston, Wash. (MJP), near Pendleton, Oreg., (NFM), and, in the Yakima, Wash. area, in the Wenas Valley (ME) and at Rock Creek (EC). Turkeys appear to be establishing themselves in some localities: two flocks were observed in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont. and were noted to feed west of Victor on occasion (MH), and a flock of 80 was reported at Conboy Lake Refuge near Yakima, Wash. on April 20 (RRP). However, the lone Turkey previously noted at Turnbull Refuge has not been seen since March.

Cranes — Sandhill Cranes arrived in the vicinity of Sprague, Lincoln Co., Wash. in late March. Near St. Andrews, Wash., 2000 were observed on April 18 (S.A.S.). At Richland, Wash., about 50 were seen on April 29 (EM) and a flock of 105 flew over on the next day (REW); a group of 32 flying north high over Yakima on May 3 (APR) was the largest flock seen in Yakima County for many years. At Ennis, Mont., cranes were first noted on April 17 (LM). A flock of at least 200 was seen at White Lake near Penticton, B.C. on April 27 (LH).

Shorebirds — Common Snipe appeared in more than usual numbers at some localities. In the Bitterroot Valley numbers seemed to be up, with 12 counted on May 30 (MH). To the north at Pablo Refuge, 200 were estimated to be present on May 15 (RLB). They were commonly heard throughout Turnbull Refuge and seemed abundant at Baker, Oreg. The species also was noted in the Bozeman area and at various spots in eastern Washington. Long-billed Curlews may have decreased in some localities: none were seen in the Walla Walla, Wash, area, where they are usually observed (NFM), and only 1 was seen on 
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April 15 in an area near Baker, Oreg., where 40-50 are usually seen on this date; 25 were present there by May 11, however. Near Bend, Oreg. a flock of 25 was noted on April 19 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). A few were noted at several other localities. A Willet at Ennis Lake on April 26 (RAH, LM & PDS) furnished a record early date. As usual the shorebird migration was not spectacular. Around Charlo, Mont., it was distinctly disappointing, apparently because of high water levels (CJH). In the Kennewick—Pasco—Richland ("Tricities") area of Washington a group of 16 Dunlin was seen on April 15 (EM) and others were noted until May 3; 2 were seen on May 7 at Reardan, Wash. where the species is always unusual in spring (JA); 1 sighted at Ennis, Mont. on May 24 (ETH, RAH & PDS) furnished one of the very few records for that locality. The Marbled Godwit, uncommon to rare west of the Continental Divide in this Region, was sighted at four localities: 3 were seen at Missoula on the morning of April 30, following a stormy night, and 2 were sighted at Pablo Refuge, Mont. on May 15 (RLB); 1 sighted near Charlo, Mont. on April 29 remained for 3-4 days (CJH); 1 was seen at a pond near Four Lakes, Spokane Co., Wash., a very unusual place, on May 14 (JA). Both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Long-billed Dowitchers, Am. Avocets and Wilson's Phalaropes were reported from a number of localities.

Pigeons, Owls — A small flock of Band-tailed Pigeons was observed at Conboy Lake Refuge, Wash. on May 12. A Barn Owl was observed near Walla Walla, Wash. on April 8 (NFM), and another was present at Columbia Refuge, Othello, Wash. during the period. The scarce Hawk Owl continued to be seen, 1 or 2 at a time, in the Prince George, B.C. area, Feb. 22—June 9 (CS). A pair of Burrowing Owls seen near Penticton, B.C. on April 28 (SRC) furnished the first Okanagan Valley record for several years; four or five pairs were observed just east of Brewster, Wash., May 29-31 (TW). Short-eared Owls, though much decreased in numbers from winter levels, were still the most numerous owl in the Region.

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds — At least 1 Poor-will was heard at Alta Lake near Pateros, Wash. on May 28 (TW); 1 was noted at Ellensburg, Wash. on May 15 (NFM); 2 were found near Touchet, Walla Walla Co., Wash. on May 25 (NFM). The Com. Nighthawk was sighted in the Tricities area on the early date of May 21, with 10 seen at Turnbull Refuge on the even earlier date of May 15. The usual arrival date of this species at most localities in the Region is around June 1. White-throated Swifts were identified near Hamilton, Mont., a most unusual locality for this species, on May 16 (CLB). Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds seemed scarce in the Missoula area, and the former had not been noted in the nearby Bitterroot Valley by the close of the period.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers — The scarce White-headed Woodpecker, which, however, is regular in the Boise-Cascade campground on Wenas Creek northwest of Yakima, Wash., was seen there this spring, a male and a female being noted on May 30-31 (REW). Another was seen on May 31 on Huckleberry Mountain west of Springdale, Wash. (S.A.S.). The Ash-throated Flycatcher was reported only at Walla Walla, Wash., 1 being seen on May 12 (NFM). Say's Phoebe is rather unusual in western Montana, but this spring 1 was seen repeatedly in the Bitterroot Valley (CLB) and 1 or 2 were seen daily at Missoula between April 22 and May 1. A Least Flycatcher was seen and heard at Missoula on May 20 and 22.

Swallows, Nutcracker — A decrease in Tree Swallow numbers at Missoula seemed to be a local condition. In Bozeman a pair of Purple Martins spent two-three hours on May 14 near a martin house equipped with mirrors on the roof to attract them (CB, Mrs. CVD); this is the second record for the area, the first being in 1909. Clark's Nutcracker was reported from a few localities in western Montana. At Hamilton the species was present "in numbers" in town all winter, coming to feeders.

Nuthatches, Wrens — A decided drop in the number of Red-breasted Nuthatches seen in the Bitterroot Valley was apparently a local phenomenon. Bewick's Wren was seen repeatedly at Sportsman's State Park at Yakima, the only locality reporting the species (APR).

Thrushes — A Hermit Thrush was observed in the Tricities area on May 11 and 26 (EM), and 1 was seen in Richland during the spring period (Mrs. REW). The species is very unusual there. A male Western Bluebird seen at a feeder in Bozeman on May 23 (ETH) furnished only the second record for the species there. Western and Mountain Bluebirds were both common nesting birds at the Boise—Cascade campground near Yakima. The latter species appeared to be holding its own in some localities but was absent from others.

Kinglets, Pipits — Ruby-crowned Kinglets were either late or scarce at several localities. In the former category were those at Missoula, first noted on May 5; those seen at Baker, Oreg. on May 11; and those found at Vernon, B.C. on April 17, "very late." In the Bitterroot Valley these kinglets were reported only three times; the first were seen on May 18, certainly a very late date (MH). Water Pipits, noted between April 18 and May 24, were reported in "large numbers" on April 24 in the Moses Lake—Ephrata, Wash. area (S.A.S.), but at Missoula the species was scarce.

Warblers — The Orange-crowned Warbler was not seen at Vernon, B.C. until April 30, a very late date. A late-departing Nashville Warbler was noted at Indian Canyon, Spokane, May 31 (S.A.S.). The species also was noted at Ennis, Mont., an unusual locality, on May 24 (ETH). There was a belated report of a Myrtle Warbler seen near Walla Walla, Wash. on Jan 25 (NFM).

Blackbirds — Bobolinks were observed at three localities in western Montana: in Madison County (ETH, RAH & PDS), in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co. (CLB), and in the lower Flathead Valley, Lake Co. (CJH). A few seen five miles west of Springdale, Wash. on May 31 (S.A.S.) add another spot to the few in eastern Washington where these birds have been observed. The only other locality reporting Bobolinks was the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia, where they were first seen at Lavington on May 16. A few Brewer's Blackbirds succeeded in wintering at the garbage dump in Prince George, B.C. (CS). Brown-headed Cowbirds remained rather numerous at 
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some places. They were described as unusually common at Missoula; "large numbers" were reported at several feeding stations in Spokane (S.A.S.); and 6 were seen on May 9 at the Boise—Cascade campground northwest of Yakima (APR).

Finches — Evening Grosbeaks, in numbers ranging from a few birds to flocks, were reported from many localities. At several places they stayed until the end of May or later. House Finches at Missoula, Mont., no longer surprising there, were singing daily and were presumed to be nesting. Of much interest is the report of this species at Three Forks, Mont., May 31 (RAH). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were observed on April 26 in Gallatin County, Mont. (RAH, LM & PDS) and on May 2 in Madison County, Mont. (RAH). The only other sighting of this species was of 700 near Chelan, Wash, on April 11 (REW & sons). Pine Siskins observed in the Bozeman area on May 6 were late; the species was very scarce in the Vernon, B.C. area until about mid-May. These birds became very common at Missoula in mid-May and seemed to be more abundant than usual at Spokane and Walla Walla (KFM). A very few Red Crossbills were observed. A few frequented feeding stations at Spokane through May (S.A.S.), and 6 were seen at Yakima on May 13 (JN).

Sparrows — The Grasshopper Sparrow was seen at two localities: west of Geiger Field, Spokane, on May 23 and thereafter (JA & S.A.S.) and near Little Soap Lake on the Colville Indian Reservation east of Brewster, Wash. where at least 6 were singing (TW). Vesper Sparrow numbers appeared to be up in the Spokane area but low around Baker, Oreg. Lark Sparrows appeared at the Bison Range, where the species is uncommon, on June 3. The species also was reported in Gallatin County, Mont. where it arrived on May 10 (DRS, JS & PDS) and near Clarkston, Wash. on May 20 (MJP). At least 4 Sage Sparrows were found on April 18 west of Odessa, Lincoln Co., Wash. where this species had not been seen previously (JA & S.A.S.), and 1 bird was seen at a most unusual place, Richter Pass near Osoyoos, B.C. on May 3 (KG). The Sage Sparrow is rare in British Columbia. Oregon Juncos had left wintering areas in towns by the first of May. A record late date for departure of the Tree Sparrow was April 26 at Bozeman, where 1 was singing (RAH, LM & PDS); 1-2 stayed at Lavington, B.C. until the very late date of April 27. A Brewer's Sparrow was seen feeding with Chipping Sparrows and Pine Siskins on a lawn in Missoula. The species also was noted at Bozeman, at Prineville, Oreg., (GM), north of Reardan, Wash. (S.A.S.), and at Richter Pass, B.C. (KG). Several reporters mentioned low numbers of White-crowned Sparrows: C. J. Henry for the lower Flathead Valley noted "very few," Opal Foust for the Bitterroot Valley, "not as many," Ann Ward for Baker, Oreg., "2 only, south of town ... none in backyard," and Gerald Morsello for Prineville, Oreg., "lesser numbers than usual." In looking for an explanation in the weather, one is tempted to point out the clearing conditions for the western part of the Region beginning at the end of April and extending through the first week of May, which might have sped the birds through. For the Baker and Prineville areas this sounds good, and Marie Stanley's comment for eastern Washington of "small flocks hurrying through" fits also. Ralph Hand commented that the birds were common as usual at Missoula, where clouds and rain prevailed during the birds' migration period. However, this doesn't square with Foust's observations from a few miles to the south, nor with Henry's to the north. Now it's your turn to guess! Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared at several localities. Fewer than normal were found in the Spokane area, although 2 were seen on the Little Spokane River on May 6 (VN & CSm), and the species was observed at Malden in northern Whitman County during the period (VO). Single birds were seen near the Yakima River on May 11 and 17 (EM); 1-4 were noted in the Yakima area on three occasions (JN; CR & RR; APR); and 1 was observed on May 10 at Prince George, B.C., where the species is rare (CS). The Lapland Longspur was seen and heard at Banks Lake, Wash, on April 18 (JA).

Corrigendum — The McCown's and Chestnut-collared Longspur observations during summer 1969 (Audubon Field Notes 23:679) were made in Madison County, Mont., not Broadwater County.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) — (JA), James Acton; Eugene C. Barney, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (RLB), Robert L. Barber; (CB), Clyde Border; (CLB), Carol L. Boyd; (SRC), Steve R. Cannings, (EC), Ed Cardiff; T. J. Charmley, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash,; (Mrs. CVD), Mrs. C. V. Davis; (BD), Bob Dyer; (ME), Maxine Eller, Yakima Valley, Wash.; Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont.; James Grant, interior British Columbia; (KG), Karl Gruener; (MH), Molly Hackett; Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (ETH), Eve T. Hays; (RAH), R. A. Hays; (CJH), C. J. Henry; (LH), Les Hill; Carlo Hruska, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (FBH), Frances B. Huston; Frank L. Kenney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (NFM), Niel F. Meadowcroft; (EM), Elizabeth Moore; (LM), Louis Mods; (GM), Gerald Morsello; (JN), Joanna Nashern; (VN), Vee Nealey; (VO), V. Olsen; (MJP), Margaret J. Polumsky; (RRP), Robert R. Prather, Conboy Lake and Toppenish Nat'l Wildlife Refuges, Toppenish, Wash,: (APR), Arthur P. Renspie; (CR), Connie Ryan; (RR), Roger Ryan; (DRS), Donald R. Skaar; (PDS), P. D. Skaar, Bozeman—Ennis, Mont, area; (CSm), Connie Smedley; (CS), Cyril Smith; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS), Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (S.A.S.), Spokane Audubon Society; (LS), Lelyn Stadnyk; (BAS), Ben A. Sugden; (JS), Jon Swenson; (TW), Terry Wahl; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area; (FW), Fay Winokur; (REW), Robert E. Woodley, Kennewick—Pasco—Richland ("Tricities") area, Wash.: (Mrs. REW), Mrs. Robert E. Woodley. 



Spring Migration, 1970

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

April and May brought almost 110 spring to the Region this year. The winter weather that had returned to us in March hit with all its fury in April and continued until the end of the month, piling up all-time record snow accumulations in the mountains 
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of southern Wyoming and northern Colorado and high snowpacks elsewhere. In May the giant snow accumulations in the mountains started to melt, and we had some spring weather, but the migration was merely reaching full stride by June 1, at which time migrants were still arriving two weeks late. By then it was apparent that the grass and flowers would be the most flush in many years. Since by the end of the reporting period the migration was only about two-thirds over, it would be hard to characterize the spring migration as other than late. We hadn't seen enough of it to know more. The weather systems that involve the northern part of the Region do not directly affect southern Colorado, where it was noted, however, that the birds seemed held up at such places as Durango and the western slope of the Rockies by the severe weather to the north. It was also very dry in the south. The Great Basin experienced the same weather as the Central Rockies but perhaps to a lesser degree. Where the migration was observed more closely, as at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, it was found to be an unusual movement, with the recording of 20 species considered rare on the refuge, five accidental species, and four species never recorded previously on the refuge. These were Knot on May 17 (collected), Yellow-billed Cuckoo on May 20, Black-chinned Hummingbird on May 23, and Parula Warbler on May 19 (BD). In conjunction with an extensive netting and handing program, Malheur Refuge has the most carefully maintained records of any locality in the Region with which we are familiar.

Ibis — The colony of White-faced Ibis near Bear River Refuge in Utah used to have about 5200 birds. This year only 900 ibis were present, and, according to the Denver Wildlife Research Center, there has been almost complete failure of nesting in the last three years owing to the thin-shelled egg phenomenon that is associated with the accumulation of DDT and DDT-type residues in the birds' body tissues. In this case it is believed that much of the DDT is picked up in Mexico where the ibis winter, and thus conservationists should be concerned not only with the use of DDT in this country but also with what this nation exports. The outlook for this species is grim.

Waterfowl — On May 13 a White-fronted Goose was found south of Salt Lake City at Utah Lake (GK); the species is very rare there. At Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, one of the desert sumps in western Nevada, water conditions are much improved, and the refuge's breeding population of ducks is up 32.8 percent (LDN). Water conditions are also good and expected to stay good at Malheur Refuge, where the water levels can be predicted accurately from the snowpack on the surrounding mountains, and a good breeding season is expected there (ELMcL).

Eagles — April 9 marked an unusual event was recorded at Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada. Two Golden Eagles were observed to be locked together and to fall to the ground from at least 300 yards in the air. The eagles hit the ground and bounced several feet into the air. One was able to fly away shortly afterward, but the other could not and subsequently died. Upon examination of this bird, an adult, it was found that the body cavity had been broken open by the fall. It was suspected that the two eagles had become locked together while mating in mid-air (LLN). A Bald Eagle was noted in the Klamath Basin on May 29 (JH); the species is a common winter visitor in the basin but the date is quite late.

Grouse, Cranes, Shorebirds — A count of 9 Blue Grouse in an area west of Denver, Colo. on May 9 (HK) indicated that numbers of this grouse were up this spring. The use of the relatively new Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in the San Luis Valley of southern Colorado by Sandhill Cranes is increasing. A high of 2690 cranes was noted on May 4, and many of them remained at the refuge for a week (CRB). A Snowy Plover was identified at Grand Junction, Colo. on May 7 (LE); this species is very rare there. A Com. Snipe nest was found at 8500 feet elevation on the western slope of Ragged Mountain, about 30 miles south of Glenwood Springs, Colo., on May 26 (TC); the altitude seems very high for this species. A Dunlin noted at Grand Junction on April 10 (LE) was very unusual; at Stillwater Refuge, this species was much more numerous, with flocks of 200 seen as compared to only a few individuals in the past (LDN).

Gulls, Doves, Owl, Woodpeckers — Increased numbers of Franklin's Gulls were reported from Utah this spring (WS). One reason why the Mourning Dove is common in this Region is illustrated by a report of a nest at Stillwater Refuge in which a pair of doves had raised three broods by May 31; two of the broods were successful, the third was not (LDN). A Boreal Owl found dead in a snowbank 31/2 miles south of Estes Park in the Colorado Rockies on April 1 (AC) constituted the first record in the area and one of very few records for Colorado. The specimen has been deposited at the Denver Museum. A Williamson's Sapsucker was observed at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument near Arco, Idaho on April 11 (DLC); this is the first record for the monument but the species is merely uncommon all through the Rockies. At Evergreen, Colo., in the Rockies west of Denver, where this woodpecker is not unusual, 3 were found this spring (WWB).
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Warblers— The nearest thing to a migratory wave of warblers and other passerines occurred in Utah on May 13 and 14, during warm weather following a cold snap. Many individuals and some ten different species of warblers — a great number for Utah — were recorded. The prize find was a Grace's Warbler at Provo, Utah on April 13 (GK). At the other end of the spectrum, the last wintering Audubon's Warbler at Durango, Colo. was seen on April 2 and the last Myrtle Warbler on April 3 (OR).

Finches, Sparrows — An influx of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks occurred this spring. Four males were noted in one yard in Cheyenne, Wyo. on May 19 (MH); another was seen on May 14 at Grand Junction, Colo. and there were two records in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on May 21 (MP) and May 23 (PH), and another at Evergreen, Colo., also on May 23 (TM). A huge flock of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches, estimated to contain 5000 birds, was seen south of Cokeville in the Bear River Valley of Wyoming on April 14 (LM), and a similar flock was reported south of Jackson, Wyo. on April 27 (DLC). These are the largest flocks reported in some time and perhaps reflect the winter weather we had in April. After the big flight of last fall and winter, 3 White-winged Crossbills were discovered lingering at Evergreen, Colo. on April 12 (WWB), and 7 were found in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on May 17 (PE). Following strong southerly winds, a Cassin's Sparrow was observed on Florida Mesa near Durango, Colo. on May 2 (OR); this sparrow has not been reported previously from this part of Colorado.

Contributors — (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (TC), Theo Colborn; (AC), Allegra Collister; (BD), Bruce Deuel; (PE), Patty Echelmeyer; (LE), Lucy Eta; (PH), Dr. Peter Hall; (MH), May Hanesworth; (JH), Joe Hicks; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (TM), Thompson Marsh; (LM), Louis Moos; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (LLN), Lowell L. Napier; (MP), Marian Peterson; (OR), Oppie Reames; (WS), Dr. William Stone. 


Spring Migration, 1970

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

April brought colder and wetter than usual weather to the region, after a mild March. May had about normal .precipitation and temperatures. One highlight of the spring season was the May boat trips off the southwest Washington coast which produced numbers of Pink-footed Shearwaters for the first spring records of this species in the Region; numerous other pelagic birds and migrant landbirds also were recorded on these trips. A second record of Least Bittern in the Willamette Valley, an Am. Golden Plover at Tokeland, Wash., an Oregon nesting record for the Spotted Owl, some more Oregon hummingbird records, Eastern Phoebes at Terrace, B.C., nesting Skylarks in the San Juans, and the Region's first Bell's Vireos and Black-chinned Sparrows all served to make the spring of 1970 a memorable one.

Loons, Grebes, Pelagic Birds — A concentration of 700 Arctic Loons in Trico Mali Channel on the west side of the Strait of Georgia, April 15 (VG) was unusual; 70 were still present in the vicinity of Comox, B.C., May 28 (VG). An Eared Grebe was observed on a pond on Long Beach, Wash., April 12 (JBC & JGO). A dozen Black-footed Albatrosses were seen at sea off Westport, Wash., May 3 (TRW), while 30 more were seen there on May 20. An estimated 25-50 Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen well offshore from Westport on May 3 (TRW), and 1 was seen in the same locality on May 20 (DRP); these spring records are, we believe, unprecedented for this Region. Some 10,000 Sooty Shearwaters were seen on the May 3 pelagic trip out of Westport (TRW), while 3000 were estimated on the May 20 trip (DRP); about 40 were seen from Harris Beach State Park in southwestern Oregon, May 24 (Ron Lamb, fide OS). A Fulmar was seen out of Westport on May 20 (DRP). Six Fork-tailed Petrels came close to the boat off Westport, May 3 (TRW).

Herons, Bitterns — A Green Heron was seen at Montesano, Wash., May 1 (DRP). On May 2, a Com. Egret was observed at William L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg. (CFZ). Single Am. Bitterns were seen at Leadbetter Point, Willapa Bay, Wash. on May 1 (DRP) and at Baskett Slough west of Salem, Oreg. on May 26 (TM). Rollie Krieger, manager of Finley Refuge, who is familiar with the Least Bittern, is certain he saw one at close range at Baskett Slough on May 20 (fide CFZ); this constitutes the second sighting of this species in the Region, the first being reported in the October 1968 issue of this journal.

Waterfowl — Between 200 and 300 Canada Geese were seen over the ocean 40 miles out of Westport on May 3 (TRW); on the same weekend an estimated 5000 birds were seen at Leadbetter Point (DRP & TRW) and a heavy northward movement was evident along the northern Oregon coast (HBN). The first migrant Canadas appeared at Terrace, B.C. on April 8 (DK). About 30 Black Brant were still at Willapa Bay, May 19-20 (DRP). From 60 to 100 White-fronted Geese and 2 Snow Geese were seen at Leadbetter Point on May 2 (TRW & DRP). A few Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal were seen in scattered localities from Salem north to Victoria during May. Two Am. Widgeon and a pair of Shovelers on the ocean 20-30 miles off Westport on May 3 (TRW) were of interest. Finley Refuge had a good breeding population of 
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Wood Ducks by the end of the period (CFZ). A pair of Harlequin Ducks was noted on Mud Lake in the vicinity of Terrace, B.C., May 9 (DK & HRV). A count of approximately 100 Com. Scoters along the southwestern Washington coast on May 1, 2 and 3 was remarkably high; 6 were still present on the same ground on May 19 (DRP). Approximately 20 pairs of Hooded Mergansers constituted the breeding population of this species on Finley Refuge this spring (fide CFZ). A pair of Com. Mergansers seen escorting 14 youngsters on May 30 at Seaside, Clatsop Co., Oreg. JG) was noteworthy.

Hawks, Eagles — The only Goshawk reported this season was seen near Medford, on April 9 (JH). Two Golden Eagles were seen repeatedly at Medford in late April and early May (OS); a single bird was seen at Snow Peak in the Cascades east of Scio, Oreg. on May 24 (WT). An immature Bald Eagle was observed in the Willamette Valley near Harrisburg, Oreg. on May 29 (HBN). In the Courtenay—Campbell River area Bald Eagles were commonly observed during April and May (DS, VG). A Marsh Hawk was seen near Terrace, B.C., May 6 (DK). Three Ospreys were seen there on May 9 and 3 more on May 23 (DK). Other reports of Ospreys were from Chuckanut, Wash. and Finley Refuge in the last week of April and from near Lebanon, Oreg. and Raymond, Wash., with several from the Olympic Peninsula, during May. A migrant Peregrine Falcon was seen at Anacortes, Wash. on April 25 (DRP). Sparrow Hawks were seen twice at Terrace, 1 on April 8 (HRV) and 1 on May 3 (DK); 1 seen at Victoria on May 9 and again on May 23 (ARD) is also of interest.

Quail, Cranes, Rails — The introduced population of Bobwhites in northwestern Oregon seems to have declined drastically over the last two winters. California Quail, too, are still at low numbers after the severe winter of 1968-69. Almost 200 Sandhill Cranes passed over Ankeny Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Independence, Oreg. on April 7 (Delano Pierce, fide CFZ). Otis Swisher called up 12 Virginia Rails in four different marshes around Medford on May 15-16, using taped call notes. A Sora was found at Lost Lake on Vancouver Is., April 28 (ARD); 4 were noted at Portland's Delta Park on April 6 (HBN).

Shorebirds — Semipalmated Plovers peaked in migration during the first week of May, with uncommonly good numbers reported, particularly from Willamette Valley locations. Thirty Snowy Plovers at Leadbetter Point on May 1 (DRP) were a most unusual concentration. A single Am. Golden Plover at Tokeland, Pacific Co., Wash. on May 19 (DRP) was an unusual spring find. Ruddy Turnstones appeared in over half a dozen locations from Cannon Beach, Oreg. north to Victoria during May, in numbers up to 8 at a time. Eighteen Whimbrels at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., on April 26 (Bob Buchannan, fide GK) and 15 between Raymond and Westport, Wash. on May 19 (DRP) were good numbers for this species, which is recorded sporadically in spring migration. Three Wandering Tattlers at Harris Beach on the southwest Oregon coast on May 23 (R. Lamb, fide OS) were late; other spring records for the Region this year were concentrated during the first two weeks of May. A Lesser Yellowlegs was observed at Terrace, B.C. on May 3 (DK). A dozen Rock Sandpipers were still present at the Westport jetty on May 3 (TRW). Since Pectoral Sandpipers are rarely recorded in the Region during the spring, an individual seen at Medford on May 2 (OS) was of interest. Baird's Sandpipers also are rarely recorded in spring migration, but this year 4 were seen together at Finley Refuge on April 25 (CFZ). Migrating Dunlin reached peak numbers during the first week of May in Oregon and Washington. Both dowitcher species were less noted than usual, with 1-4 Long-bills at Finley or Baskett Slough Refuges, April 2-May 29, being the only reported observations of this species. A Marbled Godwit was seen at Tokeland, Wash. on May 29 (DRP). Wilson's Phalaropes were found sparsely at Medford, at Finley Refuge, and at Dungeness, Wash., May 3-9, with 5 noted at Finley Refuge on May 29 being the highest number reported. Northern Phalaropes were plentiful along the outer Washington coast during the first three weeks of May; 75 in five flocks passed over Clover Point, Victoria, early in the evening of May 16 (VG). A single bird was observed at Baskett Slough on May 21 (fide CFZ).

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns — A Pomarine Jaeger was seen off Westport on May 3; 2 were discovered in the same area, along with 7 Parasitic Jaegers, on May 20 (DRP). Eight Glaucous Gulls were seen together at the end of the north jetty of the Columbia River on April 12; another was seen at Leadbetter Point on the same day (JBC & JGO). A few individual Mew Gulls were still present in waterways of coastal Washington during the last week of May. About 50 Bonaparte's Gulls were still present in Bellingham Bay at the end of the reporting period (TRW). About 100 Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen out of Westport on May 3 (TRW) and up to 800 were seen on the May 20 boat trip (DRP); some 40 were seen around the Olympic Peninsula on May 23 (DRP); 1 was observed at Clover Point, Victoria on May 29 and 30 (VG). These records, together with sightings of previous years, demonstrate a northward migration of this species through the Region that continues into late May. Interestingly, no Sabine's Gulls and very few terns were seen on either of the May offshore trips. Up to 20 Caspian Terns were on their southwestern Washington breeding grounds by May 20 (DRP). Two Black Terns appeared at Baskett Slough west of Salem on May 18 (R. Krieger, fide CFZ); another was seen at Tokeland, Wash. on the next day (DRP).

Alcids — Eight Pigeon Guillemots were found in Tillamook Bay on April 11 (RF & HBN). Up to 10 Marbled Murrelets were seen in the ocean off Westport on both May 3 (TRW) and May 20 (DRP); the species was found regularly in the Strait of Georgia, April 11—May 13, with a maximum of 18 near Nanaimo on May 1 (VG). Up to 50 Rhinoceros Auklets were seen in pairs on the Strait of Juan de Fuca on April 15 (DS); a few were seen at Victoria on May 2 (VG) and a few on the boat trips from Westport on May 3 and May 20. Up to 30 Tufted Puffins were counted on May 23 around the Olympic Peninsula (DRP).

Owls, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Kingfishers — Reports of the rare Spotted Owl are always of interest; thus the discovery of two young birds of markedly different size, both barely able to fly, attended by one 
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or both parents at Camp Adams near Colton, Clackamas Co., Oreg., April 28—May 2 (Rhoda Landels, Sr., Gemma Piennet and Laban Steeves, fide HBN) was noteworthy. Unsuccessful attempts were made to capture and band the two young birds; it was subsequently learned from the caretaker that owls had been active in a stand of red cedar and other conifers during the winter and early spring. Two Saw-whet Owls were calling near Scio, Oreg. on April 24 (WT). Ten Black Swifts appeared at Terrace, B.C. on May 8, and 15 were seen subsequently on May 15 and 16 (HRV & DK). Vaux's Swifts noted at Lebanon, Oreg. on April 23 (WT) were early arrivals. Two pairs of Black-chinned Hummingbirds were present at Merle McGraw's feeders in Shady Cove, Oreg., along the Rogue River, from April 25 to the end of the period (JH); this marks the third year in a row in which the species has appeared there. Reports of Anna's Hummingbirds in the Region continue to proliferate: 4 pairs were found in the Rogue River Valley during the period, 3 of them appearing as early as April 1 (OS); 2 males and 1 female were present in east Portland all spring (Virginia Holmgren, fide HBN); a bird was seen at Finley Refuge on April 24 (CFZ); and a male was seen at the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon on April 16 (WT). Three females and 1 male Calliope Hummingbird frequented the McGraw feeders at Shady Cove through most of the reporting period, and a pair of Broad-tailed Hummingbirds also was found there for the third year in a row (JH). The first Rufous Hummingbird of the season appeared at Terrace, B.C. on May 6, with many present by the fourth week of the month (DK). A female Allen's Hummingbird appeared at the Thackaberry farm on May 9 and was observed from as close as 6 feet (WT); another was observed at Shady Cove on May 10 (JH). The virtual absence of Belted Kingfishers from lower Vancouver Is. this spring was attributed to the severe 1968-69 winter (ARD).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows — A pair of Pileated Woodpeckers probably nested at Salem this spring (TM); 1 bird was observed at Finley Refuge on May 17 (CFZ); and 2 were seen in early May near Nanaimo and Victoria, respectively (VG). Western Kingbirds were numerous in the Medford area, April 30—May 2 (OS); 1 was seen at Finley Refuge on May 2 and 2 on May 14 (CFZ); 1 was observed at Bellingham on May 31 (Dick Payne, fide TRW). Eastern Phoebes were reported to be "every. where" along the Beaver River 25 miles north of , Terrace, B.C. on May 28 (DK); by way of contrast, none were found this spring in the Medford area where birds had appeared in each of the four preceding years (JH). Two pairs of Black Phoebes were found nesting at Applegate, Oreg. this spring (JH, OS). Traill's Flycatchers were ubiquitous in northwestern Oregon this spring, a normal condition for at least the last five years. Terry Wahl reported that he and Howard Wilson found 2 Skylark nests on San Juan Island, May 17; one contained 4 young and the other contained 3 eggs; they estimated that 12 pairs were present in the area. A Bank Swallow was reported among the numerous migrant swallows at Leadbetter Point on May 2 (TRW). A Rough-winged Swallow observed at Salem on March 23 (TM) was earlier than any previously recorded arrival date for the Region, so far as we know. The main flight of Barn Swallows was considered to be about a month late, an effect probably of the cold, wet April. A Cliff Swallow observed at Seattle on April 7 (DRP) was early.

Corvids, Wrens, Mimids — A dead adult and 2 young Black-billed Magpies were found at Medford on May 17 (OS); this could represent a minor extension of breeding range for the species. House Wrens were reported to be in good numbers at San Juan Island on May 16 and 17 (TRW); single birds were noted at Victoria on May 16 (ARD) and at Bellingham during the last week of May (TRW). Bewick's Wrens continued to be scarce after their winter 1968-69 losses. A Mockingbird appeared in Medford in late February and was seen through the spring (JH, OS).

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Pipits, Shrikes — "Fantastic numbers" of Varied Thrushes were reported arriving at and passing through Terrace, B.C. on April 19 (DK); 2 seen at the Westport jetty on May 3 (TRW) were out of place. Quite a few Hermit Thrushes, evidently migrating, were seen on the jetties and in the dunes along the southwestern Washington coast, May 1 and 2 (DRP). Two Swainson's Thrushes noted at Portland on April 17 (HBN) were early. Three pairs of Veeries were noted in the Medford area, May 12-24 (JH). The only report of Western Bluebirds was of 6 from the Medford area on May 30 (HBN & OS). A pair of Mountain Bluebirds was noted at Terrace on May 3 (DK). Two Townsend's Solitaires were found at Terrace on May 14 (HRV); 10 were seen in migration along the Rogue River on May 11, and 2 were found on Mount Ashland on May 30 (JH). At least 4 pairs of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were present near Medford this spring in scrub oak at elevations between 2000 and 3000 feet (OS). Fifteen Water Pipits were seen at Finley Refuge on April 25 (CFZ). A late Northern Shrike was seen at Marietta, Wash. or April 12 (TRW). Starlings, unfortunately, continue to increase in the Region.

Vireos, Warblers — Hutton's Vireos were more remarked upon than usual: numbers were noted in the Medford area in late April and well into May (JH, OS) 1 was observed at Finley Refuge on April 28 (fide CFZ); a pair was seen nest building near McMinnville Oreg. on May 4 (GK); and a pair was found in the vicinity of Victoria on May 18 (ARD). The first two records of Bell's Vireo in Oregon came within two days of each other: on May 4 Thackaberry studied one in willows on his farm near Lebanon while on May E. Joseph Hicks discovered another north of Medford. A Solitary Vireo was noted at Bellingham on April 11 (Jim Duemmel, fide TRW); several were seen at Victoria three days later (ARD); other reports of up to 5 individuals in the first half of May came from Finley Refuge, Lebanon, Seattle, and south of Medford Red-eyed Vireos were again to be found atom Crabtree Creek northeast of Lebanon by the end of May (WT). Warbling Vireos were widely but sparsely reported from the Willamette Valley, Puget Sound Bellingham, Victoria, and Terrace areas, mostly in the first two weeks of May. Audubon's Warblers were apparently down from usual spring migration numbers: 
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this year. A Black-throated Gray Warbler at Medford on April 10 (JH) was very early. An estimated 100 Townsend's Warblers were noted at Medford on May 5 (JH); this is a large count. Two Yellowthroats seen at Finley Refuge on April 14 (CFZ) and another observed at Roy, Pierce Co., Wash. on April 11 (DRP) were early. Wilson's Warblers seem to have been more than usually plentiful in western Oregon, particularly in the Medford area, after April 28. Six Yellow-breasted Chats were reported at Finley Refuge on May 25 (CFZ); this was an unusual aggregation for the Region.

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanager — Western Meadowlarks remained very scarce on Vancouver Is. (ARD). Yellow-headed Blackbirds appeared at Portland on April 20, at Baskett Slough on May 26, and at the Skagit Game Range, where Jim Duemmel found 29 birds, on May 9. A Tricolored Blackbird was present at Salem, May 7-11 (Dorothy Ackerman, fide GK); 17 were found at Talent, Jackson Co., Oreg. on May 13 (OS). At Terrace, B.C., 12-15 Brewer's Blackbirds were observed on April 12 (DK). Brown-headed Cowbirds have become common in the Portland and Bellingham areas, with a further increase in numbers occurring this spring. A Western Tanager had reached Terrace by May 8 (HRV).

Finches, Sparrows — Black-headed Grosbeaks were well represented through the southern half of the Region by mid-May. Evening Grosbeaks were widely dispersed through the Region also, with particularly impressive numbers in the Bellingham and Victoria vicinities. Purple Finches were reported to be abundant in the Salem area this spring (TM). A dozen Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were found above Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood, May 22 (David B. Marshall). Common Redpolls remained at Terrace until May 15; on April 4 Horace Vance counted 70 birds at his feeder. Pine Siskins were abundantly present in western Oregon until at least mid-May. Red Crossbills were prominent in Bellingham (TRW) and Victoria (ARD) until May 25. A Savannah Sparrow came aboard the boat 30 miles at sea off Westport on May 3 (DRP & TRW); a heavy coastal migration was evidently in progress at the time, judging by observations that weekend; by May 5, 50 birds were found at Terrace (DK). A Vesper Sparrow was discovered at Spanaway, Wash. on May 31 (VEC& DJ); single birds also were recorded at Salem on April 21 (TM) and at Finley Refuge on April 11 (CFZ). Thackaberry collected a Black-throated Sparrow on his farm near Lebanon on May 23; Otis Swisher found another on the coast of Curry County in southwestern Oregon on the same day; a third individual was found on Roxy Ann Butte near Medford on May 30 and was ultimately captured and banded on June 6, with still another banded there on June 16 (JH, OS). Amazingly, Hicks and Swisher found 2 Black-chinned Sparrows on Roxy Ann Butte, June 7 and 8, and succeeded in capturing and banding a female; we know of no other record for this species in the Region. The 2 Harris' Sparrows that wintered at Bellingham disappeared on April 22 and May 5, respectively (TRW). White-crowned Sparrows came to Victoria (ARD) and Terrace (HRV) in fewer numbers than usual this spring. A White-throated Sparrow was seen at Finley Refuge, April 17-30 and was photographed (CFZ); another was observed at Victoria on April 25 (ARD). Three or four Lapland Longspurs were present at Marietta, Wash. on April 12, with 1 heard singing there on April 18 (TRW). 

Contributors — (VEC), Violet E. Cannon; (JBC), John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD), A. R. Davidson; (RF), Roy Fisk; (JG), Jeff Gilligan; (VG), Vic Goodwill; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (DJ), Doris Jelliffe; (DK), Dan Koenig; (GK), Gordon Knight; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (HBN), Harry B. Nehls; (JGO), James G. Olson; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (GS), Gerry Sanger; (DS), David Stirling; (OS), Otis Swisher; (WT), William Thackaberry; (HRV), H. R. Vance; (TRW), Terry R. Wahl; (CFZ), C. Fred Zeillemaker. 


The Nesting Season, 1970

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

During June most localities in the Region experienced hotter and wetter conditions than normal. An important exception was in the rain shadow area east of the Cascade Mountains at Yakima and Wenatchee, Wash. where practically no rain fell during the month. June temperatures in general were 4-5 degrees F. above normal. At Missoula, Mont. the month was the second hottest on record. The higher temperatures, with increased evaporation therefrom, no doubt partly offset the effect of higher precipitation. July continued the trend but with temperatures not so much above normal. Montana west of the Continental Divide, southeastern and south central Washington, and northeastern Oregon continued to be abnormally wet. At Baker, Oreg., rain fell on 11 days, with 0.81 inch (rain and hail) falling in 10 minutes on the 28th. Precipitation at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. was 1.54 inches above normal. Following the late July rains, drought set in, which coupled with several dry lightning storms and some careless recreation-seekers, fostered the worst forest fire season in many years, particularly in the Wenatchee area but also in northeastern Washington, northern Idaho and western Montana. Southern interior British Columbia had above normal temperatures and a deficiency of moisture for the summer as a whole. The wet spring appeared to produce good vegetation growth in most of the Region and, with a few exceptions; the summer appeared to be a reasonably good one for bird life. The chief deficiency was in bird observers rather than birds.

Loons and Grebes — Two Com. Loons were observed on each of four lakes visited in the Little Fort lake area 60 miles northwest of Kamloops, B.C., June 6-11. Sam Deane, camp owner at Meadow Lakes, reported that only 1 pair resides on each lake (NFM). At Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont., the nesting population of Red-necked Grebes was estimated at 150-200, about normal, and that of the Western Grebe at 200-300. At Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., estimated production of the Eared Grebe was 100 and the population of the Pied-billed Grebe was estimated at 500.

Cormorants and Herons — Some 10-15 Double-crested Cormorants were noted at Ninepipe Refuge during the summer. At least 52 active nests of Great Blue Heron also were recorded there; none were seen 

Volume 24, Number 5   699

at Ninepipe last year and the colony was suspected of being one displaced from habitat along the Flathead River. From 1 to 4 Black-crowned Night Herons were seen at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. during June; 1 was seen at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. on Aug. 2 (MP). Three Am. Bitterns in a marsh near Richland, Wash. on June 17 were drawn into the open by playing tape recordings of their calls.

Waterfowl — Of the 27 Trumpeter Swans at Turnbull Refuge at the beginning of summer, 8 pairs were known to have nested, either on or off the refuge. Sixteen cygnets were produced, 12 of which still survived to be counted on the Aug. 11 aerial census. The whereabouts of the other 11 adults was not discovered. A pair of Trumpeters with 4 small young was seen near Harrison, Mont. in late June. Two Trumpeters stayed throughout the summer report period on a farm pond near Enderby, B.C. but apparently did not nest. Nesting success of Canada Geese and of ducks appeared to be good. One exception appeared to be that of the Pintail at Ninepipe Refuge, where many nests were destroyed by flooding. Success for Blue-winged Teal appeared to be down at Turnbull and Columbia Refuges, but Cinnamon Teal production nearly made up the loss at the latter, where increase for all ducks was estimated at 43 percent. An unusually high number of Ruddy Duck broods was noted at Turnbull Refuge.

Vultures and Hawks — An unusual number of Turkey Vulture sightings were made. At Antelope, Wasco Co., Oreg., 8 were seen hovering over a lava outcropping and 1 rose from the highway on July 9 (NFM); 8 were seen near Goose Lake, Vernon, B.C. on June 20 (RPN); single birds were observed on two occasions in the foothills of the Cascades just west of Yakima (AR) and near Cusick, Wash. on June 13 (S.A.S.). A Swainson's Hawk nest with at least 2 young just at the point of leaving the nest was located in the Prineville, Oreg. area on June 14 (GM). Fewer nests than formerly were noted for the Osprey along the Pend Oreille River near Newport, Wash. Failure was recorded for the nest site at the confluence of the Little Spokane and Spokane Rivers near Spokane, Wash. (S.A.S.). However, a nest with young was noted on the San Poil River, Ferry Co., Wash. (S.A.S.). A pair was reported to have nested successfully at Crane Prairie Reservoir southwest of Bend, Oreg. (cf., an article in the Bend Bulletin). A Prairie Falcon nest with 1 egg and 1 young was found in May north of Manhattan, Mont. (SR & FV).

Gallinaceous Birds — California Quail made a strong recovery at Turnbull Refuge. An estimated single covey increased to 5 coveys, with about 100 birds present. However, the Ring-necked Pheasant population seems to have dropped from sight at Turnbull Refuge. Production for this species appeared to be good at Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges near Charlo, Mont. and at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. A five-day wet spell in early June may have accounted for the apparently poor success of the species in the southern Okanagan Valley of British Columbia. Numerous broods of Gray Partridge were observed at the Bison Range. One Turkey, believed to be wild, was observed in Park County, Mont. on June 15 (ETH & RAH); none have been seen at Turnbull Refuge since March.

Shorebirds — Two-week-old Long-billed Curlew young were seen near Baker, Oreg. on June 25. Single Greater Yellowlegs migrants were noted on the very early date of June 26 at Missoula, Mont. and on the early date of July 5 at Prineville, Oreg. (GM); 1 was noted in Madison County, Mont. on June 21; and an adult in breeding plumage was observed at Columbia Refuge, June 20-23 (MP). Least Sandpipers began appearing in the Spokane, Wash. area on the early date of July 10 (S.A.S.).

Gulls and Terns — Both California and Ring-billed Gulls were noted nesting at Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges. Several thousand of the latter species were seen near O'Sullivan Dam, Moses Lake, Wash. on Aug. 23 (JA). In this same general area, 4 adult and 8 young Forster's Terns were seen at a breeding site, July 3 (JA). About 600 Black Terns were believed to be using Turnbull Refuge during the summer.

Doves and Owls — A few Band-tailed Pigeons again appeared in the Region: 2 were seen at Pend Oreille Lake in northern Idaho in late July (LM); 2 more were reported near Cheney, Wash. in early August; and the species was reported at Campbell's Ferry on the Salmon River, Idaho (fide LM). This pigeon may be in the process of extending its range eastward. A pair of Ringed Turtle Doves nested in a garden at Vernon, B.C. for the second, and possibly third, consecutive year. The birds apparently disappear during the winter. A Flammulated Owl was heard in open lodgepole pine forest at Lost Lake, 9 miles west Of Newport, Wash., July 3 (DLP & MP) and again in the same general area on July 9 (JA). A Hawk Owl was seen repeatedly on Tabor Mountain east of Prince George, B.C. from April to mid-June (CS). Burrowing Owls were reported from several localities west of the Continental Divide: three nest sites were observed near Baker, Oreg., with 7 birds seen at one and 5 at each of the others (AW, LR); 2 seen at a burrow near Penticton, B.C. on April 28 and thereafter (SRC) furnished the first record for interior British Columbia since 1965. A pair of Barred Owls raised a single young in a cavity in a cottonwood tree near Lumby, east of Vernon, B.C. (SD). The scarce Great Gray Owl was noted in Bear Canyon east of Bozeman, Mont., 1 bird observed on June 27 (JMcD) and east of Prince George on Highway 16, 2 birds seen on June 10, 12 and 14.

Nighthawks and Swifts — Common Nighthawks were not noted at Missoula, Mont. until June 12. At Spokane a heavy migrational movement was still under way, June 14-16, when 10-15 at a time were seen for 10-minute periods (S.A.S.). About 50 noted at Clarkston, Wash. on June 10 (MJP) apparently were migrants. The Black Swift 'was seen at Wenas Creek, Yakima Co., Wash. on July 11 (MP), and 2 were sighted over the Napeequa River, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Wash. on Aug. 17 (THR). At least 17 Vaux's Swifts were seen on July 17 in the valley below Salmo Pass, northern Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (JA). White-throated Swifts were observed at Chelan Butte near Lake Chelan, Chelan Co., Wash. on July 18 (REW), 
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and the species also was noted in the Bozeman area.

Woodpeckers — Lewis' Woodpecker was reported to be a very common nester at the Nat'l Bison Range this summer, The uncommon White-headed Woodpecker was sighted several times in the forested foothills near Yakima: a family group in the Rimrock area on the Tieton River (AR); a pair on Wenas Creek, July 11 (MP); and 1 on Wenas Creek, July 30 (PM). Several Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen on Aug. 2 at Mount Spokane, Spokane Co., Wash. in an area burned over last year (VN & CSm), and a male was sighted a few miles east of Park Rapids, Stevens Co., Wash., July 5 (DLP & MP). A pair of Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers with large young in the nest was found in a dead spruce in a bog on Calispell Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on July 4 and a female was seen on Salmo Mountain, same county and day (DLP & MP).

Flycatchers and Swallows — Three Ash-throated Flycatchers were identified on Crab Creek, Columbia Refuge, Wash. on July 23 (JA); 1 or 2 of this species were noted at Walla Walla, Wash. on six dates between July 6 and Aug. 14. Thirteen Gray Flycatchers were recorded on a Breeding Bird Survey route in Deschutes County, Oreg. on June 29 (GM). At Missoula, Mont., a colony of Cliff Swallows attempted to nest under the eaves of one of the university buildings. The school administration called the fire department and had it knock down the entire colony, eggs, young birds and all. This caused much comment locally, and the local newspaper published a critical editorial.

Chickadees — Mountain Chickadees nested in above average numbers in juniper areas at Prineville, Oreg. (GM). This is a very characteristic species in the juniper throughout the year. Boreal Chickadees were observed on four dates between July 4 and Aug. 1 in the Salmo Pass—Salmo Mountain area of Pend Oreille County, Wash. (JA; BM & PM; MP).

Thrushes — The Western Bluebird was noted on two occasions in the foothills west of Yakima (ME, AR), on Chelan Butte on July 18 (REW), and in the Spokane area (S.A.S.). Mountain Bluebirds were reported from a number of localities throughout the Region but apparently were absent from Missoula, Mont. and were scarce at Prineville, where only four or five nesting areas were known within the entire Christmas Count area (GM). However, at Peola, Garfield Co., Wash. an estimated 50 were seen on Aug. 9 (MJP), and a like number was counted in the foothills of the Blue Mountains, Asotin and Garfield Counties, Wash. on Aug. 2 (MP). The population at Turnbull Refuge was estimated at 20, with a pair nesting in a box near refuge headquarters. A Townsend's Solitaire nest with 4 eggs was found in the Bozeman area on June 16 (JMcD).

Shrikes and Vireos — Loggerhead Shrikes were seen in unusual numbers at two localities in eastern Washington: about 8 between Smyrna and Corfu, Grant Co., June 28 (MP) and 10 at Moxee, Yakima Co., no date given (AR). A Red-eyed Vireo appeared again this summer at Prineville, Oreg., staying all day on June 19 (GM).

Warblers — An Orange-crowned Warbler family group was observed on Manastash Ridge, Yakima Co., Wash. on July 11 (MP). An Ovenbird appeared south of Bozeman, Mont. on July 9 (CVD). This is only the second record for the species for that area. The Northern Waterthrush, restricted in Washington to the extreme northeastern part of the state, was seen in a previously unreported site, the Little Pend Oreille Lakes, June 21 (JA) and in Idaho at a new site along the North Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River, July 6 (LM). A nest with 6 eggs was found 30 miles northwest of Prince George, B.C., June 7.

Blackbirds — A few Bobolinks were noted at Cusick, Wash. in June and July (DLP & MP); 4 pairs were taking part in courtship display there on June 21 (JA). The species was noted in the Bozeman area and a male was seen near Baker, Oreg. on June 25.

Finches — The House Finch is now well established as a resident at Missoula, Mont. Nesting pairs were noted in many parts of the city and young being fed were seen almost daily; at the end of the report period the birds were seen mostly in flocks on the outskirts of the city (RLH). The species is obviously on the move, for it was also observed during the summer at Whitehall, Dillon, Lima, Big Timber, Three Forks, Belgrade and Bozeman, Mont. (PDS). A trip was made into the Eagle Cap Wilderness in the Wallowa—Whitman Nat'l Forest of northeastern Oregon, July 26-29, by a group headed by David B. Marshall, Regional Refuge Biologist, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, to determine the status of the Wallowa race of the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis wallowi). At least 10 birds assumed to belong to this race were seen at Jewett Lake and 1 was seen at Frazier Lake, a previously unreported location for the bird. Mr. Marshall believes that this bird could be put in the "rare" category but probably not in the "endangered" classification. While total suitable habitat apparently consists of a strip about 10 miles long, this area has not been altered by man and the bird has probably had this status for hundreds of years. The scarce Black Rosy Finch was found in three localities in southwestern Montana: 2 birds on top of Spelunk Mountain at 10,876 feet elevation in the Madison Range, Aug. 11 (JMcD); about 25 on top of Black Mountain at 10,941 feet elevation in the Absarokee Range, Aug. 23 (JMcD); and 3 at the base of Gallatin Peak at 9300 feet elevation in the Spanish Peaks, Aug. 22 (DRS). American Goldfinch numbers were down at Missoula, Mont. and Walla Walla, Wash. Possibly these were local phenomena, although no large numbers were reported elsewhere. Red Crossbills were reported as relatively common in the Bozeman area and were regularly seen around Spokane, Wash. but were practically absent from other reporting localities.

Sparrows — One or two Green-tailed Towhees were observed at Umatilla Ranger Station, Asotin Co., Wash. on Aug 2 (DLP & MP); the species was noted also in the Bozeman, Mont. area. The Lark Bunting was rare this summer in the Bozeman area, the only part of the Region where it is to be expected. The only observation was on June 21 (LMo). A few Grasshopper Sparrows were seen in the Spokane area (THR, S.A.S.), and the species was described as a common nester at the Bison Range. Twenty Sage 
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Sparrows, including 1 immature bird, were counted at Columbia Refuge, June 20 (MP). Chipping Sparrows apparently had a good summer except for the North Okanagan Valley of British Columbia, where several observers remarked on their scarcity. A Brewer's Sparrow nest with 2 naked young was found near Ellensburg, Wash. on June 27; several immature birds also were noted in the vicinity (MP). White crowned Sparrows were observed feeding young at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash., thus providing the first breeding record for the oriantha race in the state (DRP), and a single male was collected there on Aug. 1 (BM & PM). White-crowned Sparrows seen at Hart's Pass between Whatcom and Okanogan Counties, Wash., Aug. 3-6 (REW) suggest a possible breeding locality. A White-throated Sparrow beginning to show adult markings was observed at Spokane on June 8 (JA). Lincoln's Sparrow was found nesting at Walton Lake in the Ochoco Mountains of Oregon (HBN). A pair of Song Sparrows was reported to have brought off three broods in a yard in Spokane; 4 young left the nest in late April, 3 on June 4 and 1 on July 8 (LM). Chestnut-collared Longspurs were found on the extreme western edge of their range, north of Whitehall, Mont., July 4, and again in Beaverhead County, Mont.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless it is otherwise stated). —(JA), James Acton; Robert L. Barber, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. and Ninepipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges, Charlo, Mont.; (SRC), Steve R. Cannings; Thomas J. Charmley, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (CVD), C. V. Davis; (SD), Sid Draper; (ME), Maxine Eller, Yakima, Wash. area; James Grant, interior British Columbia; (RLH), Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (ETH), Eve T. Hays; (RAH), R. A. Hays; Frank L. Kenney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash; (DBM), David B. Marshall; (BM), Ben Mattocks; (PM), Phil Mattocks; (JMcD), Jon McDill; (NFM), Niel F. Meadowcroft, Walla Walla, Wash. area; (LM), Lorena Miller; (LMo), Louis Moos; (GM), Gerald Morsello; (VN), Vee Nealey; (HBN), Harry B. Nehls; (RPN), Robert P. Nelson; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (DLP), David L. Pearson, (MP), Mike Perrone; (MJP), Margaret J. Polumsky; (AR), Art Renspie; (LR), Lawrence Roumpf; (SR), Sam Rogers; (THR), Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS), Donald R. Skaar; (PDS), P. D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis-Three Forks, Mont. area; (CS), Cyril Smith; (CSm), Connie Smedley; Mrs. S. O. Stanley, reporting for Spokane Audubon Society (S.A.S.), eastern Washington and northern Idaho; (FV), Fred Veland; (AW), Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area; (REW), Robert E. Woodley, Kennewick—Pasco—Richland ("Tricities") area, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1970

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

Throughout the Central Rockies it was a wet season during June and early July, but thereafter it was dry, with hot weather from mid-June to the end of the reporting period. The Great Basin was just plain hot and dry throughout the period, and the southern part of the Region was influenced, as usual, by the summer pattern of daily showers. Most observers thought this an average season, but some noted the general paucity of landbirds such as kinglets, warblers and juncos. The early morning chorus was not up to its usual strength in the wooded areas of Colorado (HK) and Wyoming (OKS).

Herons, Ibis — Snowy Egrets, Black-crowned Night Herons and White-faced Ibis bred in greater numbers than ever before at Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado where water conditions were excellent (CRB). A Least Bittern was seen several times in early June at Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in Idaho (JTA); this constitutes the first record of this species for western Idaho. A colony of 600 White-faced Ibis at Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada was found to contain many young as well as thin-shelled eggs; it was thought that the colony may be somewhat smaller than usual but that production has not yet been affected significantly by the thin-shelled egg syndrome (LDN). This is of interest since, as noted in the last report, the colony of White-faced Ibis near the Bear River Refuge in Utah has suffered almost complete nesting failure during the past three years as a result of the thin-shelled egg phenomenon.

Swans, Geese, Ducks — There were seven active Trumpeter Swan nests at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, a new high for Malheur; only four of these nests, however, produced broods (ELMcL). In spite of the great effort to protect this species, the Trumpeter Swan seems to have a low reproductive rate throughout its range in this Region, although once the young are airborne, losses are believed to be minimal. Canada Goose production at Deer Flat Refuge was up from last year's level but only to about normal; the number of nests in that area seems to be declining but the number of young raised per nest seems to be increasing (JTA). It was found that the period from egg hatching to sustained flight of young at Deer Flat takes 74 days, on the average. Owing to improved water conditions, Stillwater Refuge in Nevada had 32.8 percent more breeding ducks this year, but overall production of young was about the same (LDN). Predation by ravens was believed responsible for the loss in young, but one 
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wonders if this simple explanation is really correct. Malheur Refuge also reported better water conditions than last year, with duck production up 43 percent to 33,000 young raised, Redhead production was twice last year's production, and brood size up for all major species breeding at the refuge (ELMcL). Similarly, Bear River Marshes on the Great Salt Lake appeared to have had a good breeding season, with 7.9 duck eggs noted per nest, an average brood size of 6 ducklings, and an overall loss of 3 during the period from the observation of the eggs in the nest to sustained flight of full-grown young. Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado produced 18,000 ducks this year, a better production than ever before (CRB). In general, it might be said that goose and duck breeding success was good this year, associated with better than average water conditions.

Golden Eagle — There were eight active nests of the Golden Eagle at Malheur Refuge, compared with ten last year (ELMcL). This is the best concentration of this species reported. Secretary Nickel's decision not to allow the killing of Golden Eagles unless there are specific complaints and then only after investigation may be the greatest thing to happen for these birds yet. However, the Federal Predator Control people still report horrendous lamb losses in Wyoming which they ascribe to Golden Eagle predation. In my opinion these reports are pure twaddle (OKS).

Shorebird, Cuckoo, Owls — A Ruddy Turnstone was observed on July 31 in the marsh at Stillwater Refuge, Nev. (LDN). This is the second record for that area, the first being a dead bird found in 1941. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo seen near Beryl, Iron Co., Utah on July 13 (SM) constituted the first record of the species in southwestern Utah in recent years. Colonies of Burrowing Owls also were found near Beryl, with the observation of 35 owls, including young, in sight at the same time on a two-acre gravel pit, one of two such pits in the area (SM). This is the largest Burrowing Owl concentration reported in some time. In early July, two Screech Owl nests were found one-third of a mile apart in Salt Lake City (GK.) and another was located in Casper, Wyo. (OKS); this species is not common in either Utah or Wyoming. A Great Gray Owl was discovered near the Whitegrass Ranger Station in Grand Teton Nat'l Park, Wyo. in mid-August (OKS), and information received indicated that it has been present in the area for at least a year and may have nested. This species occurs regularly in both Yellowstone and Grand Teton Nat'l Parks but is not common; the owls seem to move after a few years to a new but similar locality. Each year there are several known nests.

Hummingbirds — Whether it was because of heavy early moisture which made mountain plants more luxurious or some other reason is not clear, but this was a great year for hummers. At Durango in southwestern Colorado the greatest concentration of hummers (Black-chinned, Broad-tailed, Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds) in many years was reported, including good numbers of young. An Anna's Hummingbird observed in Durango on June 21 (OR) furnished the first record for Colorado. There are now many hummingbird feeders in the mountains west of Denver, and among the sightings reported from that area was a Rivoli's Hummingbird present at Pinecliffe between June 28 (WWB) and July 14 (HK) and seen by many other observers between those dates. This species has been seen regularly west of Denver for several years.

Woodpeckers, Flycatcher, Mockingbird — More Williamson's Sapsuckers were reported this year than previously, with more seen in the Colorado Rockies than usual. It is not clear whether there actually were more birds present or whether more observers had better luck. An Eastern Kingbird was seen on June 4 at Stillwater Refuge, Nev. where the species is very rare (LDN). A Mockingbird found on July 30 near Lake DeSmet in northern Wyoming (HK) was north of the species' range in this Region; a Mockingbird nest found on Aug. 12 near Durango, Colo. (OR) provided the first nesting record for that area.

Thrush, Finches — A Veery nest was found at 8500 feet elevation near Santa Maria in the mountains southwest of Denver on July 16 (JRC); the Veery hitherto has been very rare that far west in the mountains. Again this year juvenile Evening Grosbeaks still being fed by regurgitation were present at feeders in Casper in early July (JY); the nest of this species has never been found in Wyoming. An immature Lark Bunting was observed at Malheur Refuge on June 16 (RG); the species is a casual visitor to the refuge.

Contributors — (JTA), John T. Annear; (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (JRC), John R. Cooper; (RG), Russ Greenberg; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (OR), Oppie Reames; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (JY), Joe Yant. 


The Nesting Season, 1970

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Climate conditions which prevailed during the report period were favorable to nesting success in the Region. There were no periods of prolonged cold or precipitation, and the view generally held by the Region's observers was that breeding success was high. Some highlights of the nesting season follow. A total of six species of hummingbirds evidently bred in Oregon's upper Rogue River Valley, where two species would have been normal some years ago. Rock Wrens and Brewer's Sparrows were either nesting or on station in June and out-of-the-ordinary locations which raise the possibility of permanent range extensions in the future. A pair of American Redstarts nested successfully near Medford, considerably southwest of any prior known breeding location. Unusual occurrences noted during the period involved Short-tailed Albatross, Stilt Sandpiper, Hudsonian Godwit, Skua, Ovenbird and Northern Waterthrush.

Loons, Grebes — Up to 25 non-breeding Com. Loons were noted at Blaine, Wash., June 28 (TRW). A Yellow-billed Loon in summer plumage was seen on northern Hecate Strait, B.C., June 3 (VG). Up to 6 Arctic Loons in a day were seen from the Canadian Hydrographic Service vessel "Wm. J. Stewart" in northern British Columbia coastal waters in the period June 3—July 9 (VG). A Red-throated Loon was observed on June 25 in Hudson Bay Passage, B.C., while 4 individuals were located near Port Simpson, B.C. on Aug. 14 (VG). A Red-necked Grebe sighting at Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 8 (ARD) was unusual. A Horned Grebe summered at Duncan, B.C. (JC, ML & DD). An adult Eared Grebe appeared at William L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg. on Aug. 11 (CFZ). Concentrations of summering Western Grebes were noted at the north end of Bellingham Bay (TRW) and at Duncan, B.C. (JC, et al.).

Albatrosses, Shearwaters, Petrels — An immature albatross photographed by Terry Wahl among a company of Black-footed Albatrosses 38 miles at sea from Westport, Wash. on May 3 has proved from the photograph, after submission for verification to Dr. George Watson and Dr. Alexander Wetmore of the United States National Museum, to have been a Short-tailed Albatross; it is their opinion that the bird was probably a three or four year old individual. Duplicate photographs have been filed at the National Museum and at the National Photoduplicate File, Migratory Bird Populations Station, Laurel, Md. [See pg.709]. Six Black-footed Albatrosses were seen from the "Wm. J. Stewart" on June 2, 2 on Aug. 10 and 20 on Aug. 11, either in the Pacific off Vancouver Island or in Queen Charlotte Sound (VG). Five Fulmars were seen in the vessel's passage northward on June 2 and 3; 40 were seen in the Pacific and 36 were seen in Queen Charlotte Sound on the same passage, Aug. 11 (VG). Up to 1300 Sooty Shearwaters were counted on the latter passage, while approximately 400 birds had been noted earlier on the June 2 and 3 transits (VG). Two Slender-billed Shearwaters were observed in Queen Charlotte Sound on Aug. 11 (VG). Fork-tailed Petrels in numbers up to 69 during the course of a day were seen on seven different dates between June 2 and Aug. 11 from the "Wm. J. Stewart" off Vancouver Island and northern British Columbia (VG). Nine Leach's Petrels were counted in the transit of Queen Charlotte Sound on Aug. 11 (VG).

Cormorants, Herons — Double-crested Cormorants were found nesting on Colville Island, Wash. this summer "for the first time in years" (TRW). Two Green Herons were present at Duncan, B.C. from July 1 to the end of the period (JC, et al.); individuals appeared at scattered points farther south in the Region, commencing the last week in July. A Com. Egret was found at Siletz Bay on the Oregon coast, Aug. 15 (JG); a dozen were noted at Ship-a-Shore just over the California line on Aug. 9 (JH). An adult Black-crowned Night Heron appeared at Sauvie Island near Portland on July 16 (JG).

Geese, Ducks — A flock of 12 Black Brant was observed close to Chearnley Island at the southwest end of Hudson Bay Passage, B.C., June 20—July 10 (VG); 4 were found at Leadbetter Point on Aug. 15 (HBN). A few Cinnamon Teal, many Wood Ducks, and some Hooded Merganser broods were successfully raised at the Finley Refuge (CFZ). Unseasonal observations of ducks included pairs of Green-winged Teal on June 3 at Finley Refuge and on June 15-and 17 at Baskett Slough where 5 individuals were also seen on Aug. 11 (CFZ), 4 Blue-winged Teal on June 3 at Finley Refuge where 1 still was present on June 14 (CFZ), and 2 Am. Widgeon on June 15, 10 on July 24, and 4 on Aug. 11 at Baskett Slough (CFZ). A female and 2 immature Barrow's Goldeneyes were seen on Frying Pan Lake, Clackamas Co., Oreg., July 18 (HBN). Seven young Ruddy Ducks were observed at Kent, Wash., Aug. 9 (VEC & DJ). An adult Com. Merganser with 10 young was found at Cannon Beach, Oreg., July 2 (TM). Migratory stirrings of ducks in 
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small numbers were evident after Aug. 1 in most of 'the Region, but the 1000 Pintail at Siletz Bay on Aug. 15 (JG), the Shoveler at Finley Refuge on Aug. 1 (CFZ), the female Canvasback at Baskett Slough on Aug. 11 (CFZ), and the 35 Lesser Scaup and 1 female Com. Goldeneye at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. on July 25 IJG & HBN) were all unusual.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles — Up to a half dozen Turkey Vultures summered in the vicinity of Duncan, B.C. (JC, et al.). An immature Goshawk, evidently sick, was captured near Bellingham, Wash. on Aug. 6 and died two days later (TRW). An adult Swainson's Hawk spent the day of July 12 at Finley Refuge (CFZ). A Golden Eagle was seen east of Lebanon, Dreg. several times during the report period (WT). An adult Bald Eagle was found at Iona Island, B.C., near Vancouver, on Aug. 15 (MP). Bald Eagles were recorded almost daily from the "Wm. J. Stewart" along the northern British Columbia coast (VG). Four reports of nesting Ospreys came from Duncan, Victoria and Bellingham, while repeated sightings in the Lebanon area (WT) caused suspicions of nesting in that vicinity too. A Peregrine Falcon was seen at the south end of Vancouver Island, July 17 (BM & PM).

Gallinaceous Birds — A female White-tailed Ptarmigan was seen above Glacier Vista on Mt. Rainier, July 22 (MP & D. Pearson). In the southern Willamette Valley, California Quail experienced good nesting success in the valley and Mountain Quail were successful in the foothills (WT, CFZ).

Shorebirds — Seven Semipalmated Plover observed at the south jetty of the Columbia River on June 20 (HBN) were of interest, as were the 2 birds that appeared at Finley Refuge on July 23 and stayed for two days (CFZ). Four Black-bellied Plover at Baskett Slough on July 27 (TM) and 1 seen there on Aug. 11 (CFZ) were also out-of-the-ordinary occurrences. A sighting of 3 Ruddy Turnstones at Newport, Oreg., (JG) Aug. 15. was the only report of this species. Two Long-billed Curlew were observed south of Albany, Oreg., Aug. 2 (WT). A Whimbrel at Baskett Slough on June 11 (CFZ) was most unusual; 3 also were seen at Blaine, Wash. on June 28 (TRW). By the last week in July Whimbrels were again passing through the Region, 13 found at Tillamook on July 25 (JG & HBN) being the largest group observed. Single Solitary Sandpipers were noted on July 6 at Portland JG), Aug. 1 at Seaside, Oreg., (HBN), and Aug. 15 at Leadbetter Point (HBN) and Iona Island, B.C. (MP). Two Greater Yellowlegs were noted at Duncan, B.C. on June 25 (JC, et al.), and an early return migrant appeared on July 2 at Finley Refuge where a few birds were continually present thereafter until Aug. 11 (CFZ), by which time groups were being seen elsewhere in the Region also. Single Lesser Yellowlegs noted at Duncan, B.C. on July 23 arid at Finley Refuge on July 31 were the first fall migrants of this species; 25 were seen at Iona Island on Aug. 15 (MP). An observation of 4 Knots at Leadbetter Point on Aug. 15 (HBN) was the only report of the season. A Pectoral Sandpiper at the south jetty of the Columbia on June 20 (JG & HBN) was out of season; 4 birds seen at Neah Bay, Wash., July 28 (BM & PM) were the first fall migrants of this species. Two Baird's Sandpipers were recorded at Duncan, B.C. on July 9 and Aug. 13 (JC, et al.) and 2 more at Iona Island, Aug. 15 (MP). The first returning Least Sandpipers appeared at Finley Refuge on the earlier-than-usual date of June 27 (CFZ). Three Dunlin were found at the south jetty of the Columbia on June 20 (JG & HBN). On July 18, Jeff Gilligan, Ron Klein and Sterling Anderson discovered a Stilt Sandpiper on Sauvie Island in company with dowitchers; the bird was in mixed breeding and fall plumage and constituted only the second record for Oregon, so far as we know. Several Semipalmated Sandpipers were at Iona Island on Aug. 15, the precise number being undetermined (TRW). Some 250 Western Sandpipers noted at Blaine on June 28 (TRW) were noteworthy. A Hudsonian Godwit was first discovered at Iona Island about Aug. 4; Terry Wahl and Mike Perrone each independently found 2 birds there on Aug. 15, with photographs made by Wahl. This constitutes possibly the first satisfactory record of this species for the Region. Two Wilson's Phalaropes were observed at Portland's Delta Park on July 6 (JG). Goodwill saw 3 Northern Phalaropes on July 15 off the southern end of Dundas Island, B.C. and estimated 8000 on Queen Charlotte Strait on July 29; 5 were at Baskett Slough in the Willamette Valley on Aug. 11 (CFZ).

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns — On Aug. 11 from the "Wm. J. Stewart," Goodwill saw 2 Pomarine Jaegers, 2 Parasitic Jaegers and a Skua a few miles west and northwest of Cape Cook, Vancouver Island, and then in mid-afternoon in Queen Charlotte Sound saw
   [image: ]
Short-tailed Albatross, Diomedea albatrus, immature plumage, photographed by Terry Wahl, 35 miles w. of Westport, Washington, May 3, 1970.

another Pomarine Jaeger and another Skua! The same observer recorded other single Parasitic Jaegers on June 3 in Hecate Strait and on June 11 and July 6 in or near Hudson Bay Passage. An apparently adult Glaucous Gull was seen at Bellingham on the surprising date of June 20 (TRW). Glaucous-winged Gull was the most common gull in northern British Columbia coastal waters during June and July; single 
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Herring Gulls were seen on five different June and early July dates in these waters; a few California Gulls had appeared there by the very end of July (VG). Two Ring-billed Gulls were observed at Baskett Slough on June 8 and July 24 (Rollie Krieger, fide CFZ); 200 were noted in a field at Conway, Wash., Aug. 9 (TRW). Immature and sub-adult Mew Gulls summered in the vicinity of Prince Rupert in number up to 350 (VG); a few appeared at Bellingham on July 28 (TRW). Also appearing at Bellingham was a juvenile Franklin's Gull on Aug. 8; 3 were present there with an adult on Aug. 16, while another juvenile was seen at Iona Island on Aug. 15 (TRW). About 50 Bonaparte's Gulls were present at Bellingham Bay on June 28 with the number up to 400 a week later; by mid-August, 2000 birds were present (TRW). Goodwill counted 538 of this species in a southward passage through Johnstone Strait, Discovery Passage and the Strait of Georgia on July 30; 600 were present at Duncan, B.C. by Aug. 6 (JC, et al.); 8 individuals seen at Newport, Oreg. on Aug. 15 (JG) were the only ones reported from farther south in the Region. Heermann's Gulls were very scarce, but on Aug. 15 a good movement consisting mostly of adults was observed drifting past the mouth of the Columbia River (HBN). Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen on 20 different dates in northern British Columbia coastal waters during the report period, the peak count being 200 on July 6 at Hudson Bay Passage (VG). On June 3 there were 39 adult Sabine's Gulls at Hecate Strait; 2 more were seen on June 10 and then no more were recorded until Aug. 11 when an adult was observed on Queen Charlotte Sound (VG). A few Com. Terns were in the Blaine—Bellingham—Victoria area during the report period (TRW, VG). Caspian Terns maintained approximately the same status in the same locales as in recent years. Black Terns were said to be scarce on Vancouver Island (ARD).

Alcids — Up to 200 Com. Murres were seen in a southward passage from the vicinity of Prince Rupert to Victoria by way of the "inside" route, July 29 and 30, and about the same number were counted on a northward passage to the west of Vancouver Island, Aug. 10 and 11 (VG). Pigeon Guillemots were seen from the "Wm. J. Stewart" in northern British Columbia on 30 different days during the report period; usually up to a half dozen were seen in a day, but on two occasions as many as 25 and 34 individuals were observed (VG). Marbled Murrelets were noted on 22 different days, sightings averaging 15 birds per day with a maximum of 91 on July 30, mostly along Discovery Passage (VG). At Duncan, up to 6 Marbled Murrelets were regularly seen in June and most of July (JC, et al.); 7 were seen at Boiler Bay north of Newport on Aug. 15 (JG); 2 were observed near Neah Bay on July 28 and 1 was seen in the surf at Long Beach, Wash. on July 19 (BM & PM). Ancient Murrelets were recorded on June 3 at Hecate Strait, B.C., where 27 were noted, and on June 10, July 10, July 15 and July 23 in the Dundas Islands, with a maximum of 20 sighted (VG). Cassin's Auklets, seen from the "Wm. J. Stewart" on only two earlier occasions during the report period, were present in numbers totaling almost 200 on a transit past northern Vancouver Island and over Queen Charlotte Sound on Aug. 11 (VG). Rhinoceros Auklets again were seem inside Sea Lion Caves north of Florence, Oreg. and at Yaquina Head near Newport this summer (fide HBN) and also were found regularly in the vicinity of Victoria during much of the summer (ARD). This species was seen almost daily by Goodwill in northern British Columbia waters, with 300-500 recorded on three trips from Victoria to the area north of Prince Rupert early in June, late in July, and before mid-August; 350 birds were seen at Big Bay, Chatham Sound, July 28 (VG). Over 40 Tufted Puffins were watched on Haystack Rock at Cannon Beach, Oreg., Aug. 1 (HBN); the species was recorded from the "Wm. J. Stewart" on only four dates, the maximum count being 13 on Aug. 11 off northern Vancouver Island (VG).

Pigeons, Doves, Cuckoos, Owls — Up to 80 Band-tailed Pigeons were present at Prince Rupert through June, after which about 20 were present there to the end of the report period (VG). An observation of 2 Mourning Doves at 7000 feet elevation just above timberline near Paradise on Mount Rainier, July 22 (MP) was interesting. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, long unreported from the Willamette Valley, was seen and heard by Bill Thackaberry in his front yard near Lebanon on July 29! Single Short-eared Owls were" observed four miles north of Finley Refuge, June 10 and 13 (Melly Zeillemaker, CFZ). Saw-whet Owls raised young at Canby and Tigard, just south of Portland (fide HBN); 1 was seen at Hubbard, Oreg., July 25 (A. Hostetler). A Poor-will was feeding young at Roxy Ann Butte near Medford, Oreg., July 15 (OS). Common Nighthawks were scarce in Victoria, Seattle and Portland this summer but were of regular occurrence at Corvallis and west of there in Oregon's coast range. Between 6 and 15 Black Swifts summered at Duncan, B.C. (JC); on July 25, 40 birds were seen over Seattle (MP) and more than 50 at Victoria (ARD); 2 were noted at Manning Provincial Park, B.C. on Aug. 4 (VG). Merle McGraw's hummingbird feeders at Shady Cove near Medford, Oreg., continued to attract hummingbirds in a big way, according to reports from Gen. Joseph Hicks. Several pairs of Black-chinned Hummingbirds were there in June, and a young male was present on July 25. Calliope Hummingbirds were there also in June, as were Broad-tailed Hummingbirds; a young bird of the latter species was seen at the feeders also on July 25. A male Allen's Hummingbird came repeatedly to the spot during June. Also found in the Medford area through June and July were at least 4 pairs of Anna's Hummingbirds. Up to 6 Rufous Hummingbirds at a time were seen in the Dundas Islands—Prince Rupert area during July (VG).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers — Lewis' Woodpecker apparently nested in the Salem area, 1 juvenile being seen with 5 adults on Aug. 21 (TM). A few of these birds were present at Scappoose, Oreg., on the Columbia River below Portland, throughout the summer (SJ); 1 was seen near Olympia on June 16 (MP). Two young Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers were found in a nest hole, being fed by an adult male, on July 11 in the burn at Big Lake on Oregon's 
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Santiam Pass (RF & HBN), very near the spot where a 'Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was discovered nesting last year. An Eastern Kingbird was closely observed by Melly Zeillemaker at Finley Refuge on June 12 (fide CFZ); 3 were found along the Skagit River on June 7 (TRW) and 1 was seen at Marietta, Wash., June 30 (Jim Duemmel, fide TRW). Two Western Kingbirds were noted east of Salem, June 3 (TM), 2 at Sauvie Island on June 27 (SJ), and 1 at Iona Island on Aug. 15 (MP).

Larks, Swallows, Ravens, Wrens — Skylarks were present at both the Vancouver and Victoria International Airports at the end of July (MP; BM & PM). The only reports of Purple Martins were of 3 or 4 pairs which nested in snags at Victoria (ARD) and a dozen birds which appeared at Finley Refuge on Aug. 3 and were still present at the end of the report period (CFZ). An estimated 250 Com. Ravens were observed in flight and in trees on an island near Prince Rupert on June 12 (VG); 10 were feeding on dead fish at Finley Refuge, Aug. 13 (CFZ). At least a half dozen pairs of House Wrens nested on Finley Refuge (CFZ). Long-billed Marsh Wrens nested abundantly at Duncan, B.C., with 28 nests found there (JC, et al.). Rock Wrens, rarely recorded west of the Cascades, were discovered in three different localities. A pair 'found at Duncan, B.C. on June 7 subsequently raised 5 young which were photographed (JC, et al.). Another pair was found on May 19 on Spencer Butte, near Eugene (LM), where the species was once reported to have bred (Gabrielson & Jewett, Birds of Oregon, page 461). Finally, a rather widespread colony of Rock Wrens utilizing piled brush and logs in clear-cut areas was discovered on the upper Clackamas River drainage in mid-June by David Marshall and Kirk Horn.

Mimids, Thrushes, Pipits, Starling — A Mocking bird spent the summer at Medford (JH). Relatively few Varied Thrushes inhabited the interior of Vancouver Island this summer in comparison with numbers prior to the severe 1968-69 winter (ARD). Three pairs of Veeries were at Medford through June and July (JH). Only two pairs of Western Bluebirds were reported in the Region, one near Salem (TM), the other in the Cascades east of Lebanon (WT). A singing Water Pipit was observed on Mount Hood, July 19 (D. Marshall). Starlings continued to multiply, being commented upon from Prince Rupert south through the entire Region.

Vireos, Warblers — Two Solitary Vireos were seen near Salem, June 5 (TM). Red-eyed Vireos were readily observed this summer along the rivers draining into northern Puget Sound (TRW). An Ovenbird came aboard a fishing boat 5 miles off Coos Bay, Oreg. on June 6, stayed about an hour until the fog lifted, and then flew toward shore (Robert E. Mullen). The observer enclosed a striking color photograph which has been forwarded for deposit in the National Photoduplicate File. We believe this to be the first occurrence of the Ovenbird in this Region. A late report has been received of a Northern Waterthrush discovered at Westham Island, near Vancouver, April 12; the bird was seen subsequently by many observers (fide Madelon Schouten). Another was seen 15 miles north of Medford on Aug. 14; the observer (JH) approached to within 12 feet of the bird. A pair of Am. Redstarts with 4 young was discovered on July 2 at the same spot; the young were out of the nest and the birds gone by July 5 (JH, et al.).

Blackbirds, Orioles — A male Bobolink was found east of Ashland, Oreg., June 20 (Elmo Stevenson, fide JH). There were practically no Western Meadowlarks on southern Vancouver Island and comparatively few Red-winged and Brewer's Blackbirds there, reflecting still the severity of the 1968-69 winter (ARD). Several Yellow-headed Blackbirds were seen at Iona Island on Aug. 15 (TRW). Single Bullock's Orioles were observed at Marblemount and Sedro Woolley, Wash. on June 7 and at the Skagit Game Range on Aug. 9 (TRW).

Finches, Sparrows — Several Lazuli Buntings were found along the Skagit River on June 7 (TRW), while a pair was found at Sumas, Wash., June 25 (S. Lambert, fide TRW). Red Crossbills were plentiful at Duncan, B.C., July 15—Aug.15 (JC & ML). A Vesper Sparrow observation at the south jetty of the Columbia River on June 20 (JG & HBN) was extraordinary. Three Black-throated Sparrows and 3 Black-chinned Sparrows were found again on Roxy Ann Butte, July 2 (OS, WT, et al.), a month after the first discovery of both species, reported in the spring season account. Brewer's Sparrows were noted in two different open areas in the Oregon Cascades: a singing pair was found in a logged area on the upper Clackamas River drainage in mid-June (D. Marshall & Kirk Horn), and another singing individual was observed in a burned area in the Santiam Pass at the same time (WT). These were surprising finds.

Contributors — (VEC), Violet E. Cannon; (JC), John Comer; (JBC), John B. Crowell, Jr.; (DD), Doris Davies; (ARD), A. R. Davidson; (RF), Roy Fisk; (JG), Jeff Gilligan; (VG), Vic Goodwill; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (SJ), Steward Janes; (DJ), Dorris Jelliffe; (BMcK), Betty McKinnon; (ML), Molly Lines; (BM), Ben Mattocks; (PM), Phil Mattocks; (TM), Tom McCamant; (LM), Larry McQueen; (HBN), Harry B. Nehls; (MP), Mike Perrone; (OS), Otis Swisher; (WT), William Thackaberry; (TRW), Terry R. Wahl; (CFZ), C. Fred Zeillemaker.
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