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Autumn Migration, 1968

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Autumn in the Region was rather mild, not marked by extreme low
   [image: ]
temperatures, even though the average was often below normal. However, summer in the western part of the Region did a surprising about-face in mid-August, when wet, cool weather set in. The month was the wettest in 83 years at Missoula, Mont.; Spokane, Wash. had 1.35 inches of precipitation, over three times normal; and southern interior British Columbia experienced similar conditions. Farther north, however, at Prince George, conditions were drier than normal. September continued the trend and was cool and wet in most localities, although precipitation was closer to normal. British Columbia was dry at Penticton but wetter than usual farther north. October was generally a bit cool—1.9° below normal at Spokane—and was wet in eastern Washington, but dry in western Montana, with varied moisture conditions in southern British Columbia. November remained wet in eastern Washington, with only slightly subnormal temperatures there, but was dry and warm in western Montana, and the same appeared to be true for southern British Columbia, with temperatures in the Okanagan Valley sinking no lower than about 26° F. in November. At Spokane, temperatures dropped to 16° F. once at mid-month. The Columbia Basin area of east-central Washington and extending south into Oregon was described as having a mild, damp autumn. A rather large number of late records throughout 
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the Region appear to be correlated with the moderate temperatures. Heavy rainfall helped to alleviate a moisture deficiency that had been building up for two years. Habitat conditions at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. were generally good. At Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., the moisture assured the growth of cheatgrass and other rangeland grasses and returned water levels to normal after their summer lows. At Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., fall began with the smallest open water acreage in 20 years, but the wet season showed promise of alleviating this. Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge headquarters, Charlo, Mont. was deactivated in October, and the manager, Frank Kenney, was transferred to Turnbull Refuge. C. J. Henry commented: "In spite of the fact that Ninepipe Refuge (acre for acre and dollar for dollar spent) is one of the best waterfowl refuges anywhere, there is no longer anyone living on the refuge!"

Loons—The Com. Loon was observed in unusual numbers at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash.: at least 10 were seen there on Oct. 13 (S.A.S.) and 14 were present on Nov. 3 (WH). A late individual was observed on the St. Joe River near St. Maries, Idaho on Dec. 1 (EJL). An Artic Loon was observed at Turnbull Refuge on Oct. 17 (JMM) and on Oct. 1819 when good color slides were obtained (DRP & EOW). What was probably the same bird was shot at nearby Granite Lake on Oct. 22 and was obtained for a specimen (HW); this is the first specimen for eastern Washington.

Pelicans and Cormorants—Fifty White Pelicans were present on Oct. 1 at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. but moved to the Columbia River when the hunting season opened. An immature bird of this species came to Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont., Aug. 22 (CLB). The species lingered at Harrison, Madison Co., Mont. until the rather late date of Oct. 13 (DRS & PDS); a single bird present on Kalamalka Lake, Vernon, B. C., Nov. 18-20 was noteworthy. Double-crested Cormorants at Canyon Ferry near Helena, Mont. on Oct. 27 (DRS & PDS) also were rather late; 6 were noted at McNary Refuge in early September and an occasional bird was seen thereafter on the Columbia River.

Herons, Bittern—A Great Blue Heron was seen flying along the Fraser River at McBride, B. C. on Aug. 14. This species is not known to breed anywhere in that area. A Snowy Egret was seen on Sept. 2 (LM) in the exact spot at Ennis Lake, Ennis, Mont. where one was seen on the same date 11 years ago by P. D. Skaar; 2 birds of this species were identified near Trident, Gallatin Co., Mont. on Sept. 1 (FC). Two records of single Black-crowned Night-Herons, received too late for the summer report, were unusual for the Bozeman, Mont. area: one seen on July 17 on the Madison River constituted the first Madison County record, another was seen on July 25 at Wilsall (LM). The species was very common at McNary Refuge, with about 150 present. An Am. Bittern was seen at Ravalli Refuge, Sept. 20 (GD).

Swans—Migrating Whistling Swans appeared to have concentrated on the refuges of eastern Washington. At Columbia Refuge, peak numbers were 70, twice that of last year. At McNary Refuge, 60-80 were present during the fall. At Turnbull Refuge, a total of 52 on Nov. 15 was the highest count. Some 24-27 Trumpeter Swans were recorded at Turnbull Refuge during the fall, with 9 birds of the resident flock unaccounted for. Two were observed at Willow Lake, a few miles north of the refuge, on Aug. 25 (JA) and Aug. 30 (WH) •

Geese—The buildup of Canada Geese in the vicinity of Columbia Refuge occurred earlier than last year, with some 55,000 arriving from the north during the first week of October in the Stratford Lake. area (CEO). About 12,000 were present on McNary, Refuge, and a peak of 3000 was noted at Turnbull, Refuge. Numbers at Ninepipe Refuge, however, probably never exceeded 500 (FLK). Six "Cackling" Canada Geese were observed at Park Lake Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 3 (WH). A surprising 4 White-fronted Geese were reported at McNary Refuge in September; 1 was seen at Stratford, Wash. on Oct. 13 (JA); and 5 were noted at Turnbull Refuge about Nov. 1. Snow Geese peaked at 250 in early October at McNary Refuge, with very few reported elsewhere. Two adult Blue Geese were observed weekly on the Columbia River at McNary Refuge after late October. A single Ross' Goose was identified at Ninepipe Refuge, Nov. 25 (CJH).

Ducks—Duck numbers appeared to be good. Peak numbers for Mallard, always the most abundant duck of the Region, were as follows: Ninepipe Refuge, 33,000; McNary Refuge, 25,000; Turnbull Refuge, 6000; and Ravalli Refuge, 5000 (GD). With the 1 Mallards at Turnbull Refuge was a Black Duck, first seen on Sept. 29 (JMM, DRP & SMS). Pintail ' peaked at 20,000 at Ninepipe Refuge in late September (FLK); this species built up to rather spectacular numbers and lingered later than usual at Columbia Refuge. Green-winged Teal peaked at 2000 in late September and early October at Ninepipe Refuge (FLK & JPM) and 4500 in early October a McNary Refuge. The latter refuge also had unusual large concentrations of Am. Widgeon, with a peak 5000 in mid-October; at Ninepipe Refuge, the peak was 16,000 (FLK). A pair of European Widgeon was identified at Turnbull Refuge, Oct. 5 (PB JMM). The Shoveler peak at McNary Refuge was very high, 2500 in early November, and up to 3600 Canvasback were present at the same time. Twelve Wood Ducks noted on a creek at the North Arm of Okanagan Lake in southern British Columbia were noteworthy; 20 were recorded at Ninepipe Refuge on Sept. 22 (FLK), which was the last date on which the species was seen there; 15 were seen at Turnbull Refuge on Nov. 1. By late November at Ninepipe Refuge, Lesser Scaup had built up in numbers to 2000 (JPM) and the Com. Goldeneye population had reached 700 (CJH). Barrow's Goldeneyes in numbers up to 250 were noted at both Turnbull and McNary Refuges. A few rarities were found. An immature Oldsquaw was observed on Ninepipe 
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Refuge, Nov. 25 (CJH). White-winged Scoters appeared at several localities, with 2 seen at Canyon Ferry, Mont., Oct. 26 (BE); 2 males seen at Ellensburg, Wash., Oct. 18 (DRP & EOW); a female killed at McNary Refuge, Oct. 20; 1 immature seen on Oct. 18, 2 males and 1 immature seen on Oct. 31, and 1 male seen on Nov. 10, all at Medical Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. (WH); 1 male seen on Nov. 3 at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (WH). Three immature Surf Scoters also were seen at Medical Lake, Oct. 20 (JA & WH). Notable concentrations of Ruddy Ducks included 1800+ at Soap Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 13 (JA) and 1150 at McNary Refuge in early November.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—Only 3 Turkey Vultures were seen on the western outskirts of Missoula, Mont. where the species has been very scarce in recent years. The situation seemed better at other localities reporting Turkey Vultures: 16 were sighted at Turnbull Refuge on Sept. 11; more than usual were reported from the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont., with single birds noted on two dates and 4 birds noted on Aug. 10; and a record aggregation of 14 was noted at Logan, Mont., Aug. 25 (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS). The latest date was Sept. 19 at both Missoula and Bozeman. At the latter locality, 1 circled over the office of the observer (CVD) at Montana State University on that date, and it is reported that Davis then went home for the day. Could there be any connection? Single Goshawks were reported from Moscow, Idaho (EJL); Turnbull Refuge (DRP & EOW); Calispell Peak, Stevens Co., Wash. (JA & WH); and near Spokane, Wash. (VN & CS). A careful sight record of a Harlan's Hawk near Geiger Field just west of Spokane on Sept. 26 (JA) was Washington's first; the observer studied the hawk by scope for 30 minutes and submitted a very detailed and convincing sketch drawn two hours after the observation. The sighting of a Swainson's Hawk in Madison County, Mont. on Sept. 22 (RAH) established a late record for the species. A few Golden and Bald Eagles were reported from scattered localities in western Montana, northern Idaho, eastern Washington and British Columbia. The prize report was a count of 234 Bald Eagles on Nov. 21 at Apgar on Lake McDonald in Glacier Nat'l Park, Mont. where the birds come each fall to feed upon salmon dying after spawning (Hungry Horse News, Columbia Falls, Mont.). An Osprey was seen at Ennis Lake, Mont. on the record late date of Oct. 13 (DRS & PDS).

Gallinaceous Birds—At the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., the Blue Goose population was estimated at 75-100, with fall brood survival regarded as good. Ruffed Grouse were reported as common or almost abundant at places in the Prince George district of British Columbia (CS). An adult White-tailed Ptarmigan with 5 nearly grown young was observed at about 7000 feet elevation near High Pass in Glacier Peak Wilderness Area, Chelan Co., Wash., Aug. 29 (DR & THR). It was a very poor season for California Quail in the vicinity of McNary Refuge but a good season for them around Spokane and at Turnbull Refuge. Ring-necked Pheasant numbers were apparently about normal at reporting localities in western Montana, except for the Bitterroot Valley where the hatch was down. Numbers were definitely down in eastern Washington (WH, S.A.S., Spokane Daily Chronicle) and in the northern Okanagan Valley, B. C., and John Akin reported a very poor year for this species at McNary Refuge, with the few surviving broods being those that hatched in late July and August. A Reeve's Pheasant (Syrmaticus reevesi) was sighted on Oct. 29 in Tamarack Canyon north of Reardan, Wash. where the species was introduced this summer. Chukars and Gray Partridge seemed to do at least as well as usual from the lower Flathead Valley, Mont. west into eastern Washington. At Turnbull Refuge, 2-3 Turkeys were observed using a grain-straw feeding station.

Cranes, Rails, Coots—A group of Sandhill Cranes was observed flying over Ravalli Refuge on Oct. 17 (DHJ). The species also was observed flying over McNary Refuge and Cold Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Umatilla Co., Oreg. in late September and early October. It was last seen in the Bozeman area on Sept. 22 (RAH). A single Virginia Rail was observed for two days in October at a feeding station near Charlo, Mont. in the lower Flathead Valley (CJH). American Coots, abundant as usual, peaked at over 5000 at McNary Refuge and over 6000 at Turnbull Refuge during the fall.

Shorebirds—Single Am. Golden Plovers were seen at Harrison Lake, Harrison, Mont., Sept. 19 (RAH); at Reardan, Wash., Sept. 24-26 (WH, S.A.S.); and along the Willow River near Prince George, B. C., Sept. 18 and in a field near Prince George, Sept. 22. Small numbers of Black-bellied Plovers were seen at Reardan, at Turnbull and McNary Refuges, at Missoula and in the lower Flathead Valley; "good flocks" were reported at Canyon Ferry near Helena, Mont. (BE). In general, the shorebird movement appeared quite routine. At least 10 Semipalmated Sandpipers at Reardan, Wash. on Aug. 17 (JA) represented the largest number seen there in years. Rarities included 1 Sanderling seen at Turnbull Refuge on Sept. 1 (DRP & SMS); at Reardan, 1-2 were present on Sept. 7-8 (JA) and 2 on Sept. 21 (WH). The rarest shorebird of the season was a Buff-breasted Sandpiper seen at Reardan on Sept. 7 (WH, JA).

Gulls and Terns—An immature Glaucous-winged Gull was identified on Banks Lake at Coulee City, Wash., Oct. 20 (DRP & EOW). Herring Gulls were reported as common 25 miles north of McNary Refuge at Ringold, Wash. where they were feeding on salmon. Two Herring Gulls were seen at Swan Lake near Vernon, B. C., and the species was present in flocks of up to 20 birds on the Snake River around Lewiston, Idaho and Clarkston, Wash. (MJP). A concentration of some 500 Ring-billed Gulls was noted in the Hayford area just west of Spokane, Sept. 15 (S.A.S.). A flock of Bonaparte's Gulls was observed at Harrison Lake, Mont. on the record late 
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date of Nov. 9. A surprising total of 31 Com. Terns was observed feeding at Medical Lake, Wash. on Aug. 29 (WH).

Owls—Barn Owls were heard on several nights in August and once in October at Prineville, Oreg. (GM). A Barred Owl was found shot on Mica Peak, Spokane Co., Wash., at the 4000-foot level, Oct. 15 (WH); this constitutes only the third or fourth record for eastern Washington. A Great Gray Owl was observed south of Bozeman at a relatively low elevation but in evergreens, Nov. 5 (RAH). Short-eared Owls were reported sparsely, with reports only from Bozeman; Davenport, Wash. (WH); and three localities in British Columbia (JG, CS). Also observed at a low elevation south of Bozeman was a Saw-whet Owl seen on Oct. 19 (CVD). Two dead Saw-whets were picked up on the highway near Vernon, B. C. during November and early December, suggesting an influx there.

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Common Nighthawks apparently were mostly gone by the end of August. At Baker, Oreg., 100 were seen on Aug. 29. At Missoula, the last report was on Sept. 4, which is early; at Prineville, Oreg., the last report was on Sept. 5, which is early by two weeks (GM). A lone individual was still far north at Prince George on Sept. 17. A few Vaux's Swifts were still in the Bitterroot Valley at Hamilton, Mont. in late August; about 6 were noted near McBride, B. C., Aug. 13; 1 was seen at Missoula on the rather late date of Sept. 16. A record late date for the White-throated Swift, Aug. 25, was obtained at Trident, Mont. (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS). The sighting of a Rufous Hummingbird at Bozeman on Sept. 5 tied the late record there; farther west the species was last reported on Sept. 21 at Spokane (S.A.S.) and on Sept. 22 at Prineville (GM). A female or immature of this species was present at Kelowna, B. C. on the astonishingly late date of Oct. 31, but this is completely outdone by the positive identification of a male Calliope Hummingbird there on Dec. 1 (EL). In support of this observation, Jim Grant noted that Ernestine Lamoureux "is a most reliable observer." At Spokane, this species was observed on Sept. 22 (WH), a distinctly late date.

Woodpeckers—Red-shafted Flickers were abundant as always. A male Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen at Spokane on Oct. 6 and 8 and again on Nov. 5 (JA, WH). Lewis' Woodpeckers were noted as abundant as they came down into the Bitterroot Valley at the end of August (MG); the last date there was Sept. 15. The only other report of this species was of 1 seen daily at Prineville, Oreg., Sept. 17-25 (GM). Good concentrations of both species of three-toed woodpeckers were noted in spruce beetle infestations in the Prince George district; numbers in some localized infestations were estimated at 0.5 Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers per acre and 0.2 Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers per acre.

Flycatchers—A record late date, Sept. 8, was obtained for the W. Kingbird in Gallatin County, Mont. (RAH). A Say's Phoebe was seen on Aug. 22 at Tabor Lake in the Prince George district, where the species is not known to breed; another individual slept on Jim Grant's veranda at Lavington, B. C. until about mid-October. A W. Wood Pewee at Willow Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Sept. 21 (WH) established a late record there. The species was noted at Prineville until Sept. 22 (GM).

Swallows, Jays—In eastern Washington, Violet-green Swallows remained nearly to September's end: at least 100 were at Silver Lake, Spokane Co. on Sept. 21 (WH) and at least 30 were still at nearby Medical Lake on Sept. 29 (JA). About 1000 Barn Swallows were congregated at Medical Lake on Sept. 21 (S.A.S.); the latest records were of 1 over Banks Lake at Coulee City, Wash. on Oct. 20 (DRP & EOW) and 1 at Prineville on Oct. 22 (JK). There were two records of Blue Jays: 1 at Ravalli Refuge, Mont. on Nov. 19 (GD) and 1 at Turnbull Refuge, Wash. on Sept. 29 (DRP, MLP & SMS). More Piñon Jays were seen in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana during the fall, with 4 noted on Nov. 10 (MG). Clark's Nutcrackers were reported as more abundant than ever in the Bitterroot Valley; 50 were counted in a small area near Darby on Nov. 28.

Chickadees, Nuthatches—A Black-capped Chickadee seen at Prineville, Oreg., on Aug. 19 was Gerald Morsello's first observation in Crook County in two years. The seldom-observed Boreal Chickadee was described as being somewhat more common than usual in central British Columbia; 6 were seen at Barkerville on Oct. 4 and several were at Stony Lake on Oct. 6. The White-breasted Nuthatch was reported as being fairly common in the Bitterroot Valley and was seen in small numbers in the Spokane area (S.A.S.). Pygmy Nuthatches, known to have nested on Ravalli Refuge, were last seen there on Aug. 10 (MG). Brown Creepers were unusually common in the spruce beetle infestations in the Prince George district.

Wrens, Mimids, Thrushes—The Cañon Wren was observed in the Bozeman area on the record late date of Sept. 22 (RAH). A Catbird stayed in the Bitterroot Valley until Sept. 16 (BT), which seems to be a rather late date there. A Hermit Thrush was seen 25 miles east of Quesnel, B. C. on the record late date of Oct. 3; a single bird of this species appeared briefly on Nov. 25 and 27 and Dec. 1 at Walla Walla, Wash., each time during cold, rainy weather near or at the freezing level, with snow in the nearby Blue Mountains and their foothills (NFM). Three W. Bluebirds were observed near Nine Mile, a few miles downriver from Spokane, on Nov. 27 (WH). Mountain Bluebird numbers in the Bitterroot Valley were encouraging: 25 and 40 were counted on two occasions and a straggler was seen on Nov. 5 (CLB, BT). A late but not record-breaking individual was seen at Norris, Madison Co., Mont. on Nov. 9 (EH, RAH, LM & PDS).

Kinglets, Pipits—A Ruby-crowned Kinglet seen at Bozeman on Oct. 27 (RAH) was quite late; "some numbers" seen on Nov. 20 on the Burnt Fork of the Bitterroot (GD) were distinctly late. At Prineville, Oreg., this species appeared on Sept. 25 and remained 
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to the end of the reporting period (GM). Water Pipits were frequent at many localities during September and October; 2 seen at Missoula on Nov. 15 were two weeks later than Hand's previous latest record.

Waxwings—Opal Foust summed up the waxwing situation with the remark that this will be another "Bohemian" year. The first sizable flock, 60 birds, was seen on Aug. 13 at 4000 feet elevation near McBride, B. C., feeding on Ribes fruits. Bohemians began arriving in the lowlands in October, a few appearing as early as the 10th at Spokane where they mingled with Cedar Waxwings. Thousands were reported at Bozeman, Spokane and Vernon, rapidly depleting their favorite food, berries of the mountain ash. At the end of the period numbers were holding up well in the Bitterroot Valley and at Spokane, but the birds were leaving other localities and had not yet reached the more westerly parts of the Region: McNary Refuge in Washington and Baker and Prineville in Oregon. Small numbers of Cedar Waxwings lingered into October and even November at some localities, and a few probably will winter.

Starlings—Starlings were "superabundant" along the South Thompson River from Cache Creek to Kamloops, B. C., Aug. 30. Many small flocks were observed in the Prince George area, and a flock of 40 was seen on the Parsnip River, 60 miles to the northwest of Prince George, Sept. 29. Thirty were at Vanderhoof, west of Prince George, Oct. 28. The birds presumably were migrating down the Rocky Mountain trench. How far north has their range been extended?

Vireo, Warblers—The observation of a Red-eyed Vireo in Madison County, Mont. on Sept. 22 (RAH) tied the late record there. The latest date for the Orange-crowned Warbler was Nov. 3 at Prineville (GM). A Nashville Warbler that had been killed by flying into a window was picked up on Sept. 15 in Bozeman, Mont. (CVD), an unusual locality for this species. Single Yellow Warblers on Sept. 14 at Bozeman (DRS) and Spokane (S.A.S.) furnished very late records. A Myrtle Warbler seen at Prince George on Oct. 25 (CS) was late for that latitude. A major movement of Audubon's Warblers in eastern Washington and Oregon in mid-September was suggested by the following records: 30-50 at Medical Lake (S.A.S.), 50 at Spokane (THR), and a large flight at Prineville (GM). The only Townsend's Warbler reported was a single bird seen at Turnbull Refuge, Sept. 29 (DRP). The MacGillivray's Warbler was noted in Gallatin County, Mont. on the record late date of Sept. 24 (RAH); 1 at Missoula on Sept. 26 also was late. A Wilson's Warbler at Bozeman on Oct. 17 (HM) furnished a record late date; 1 at Kelowna, B. C. on Nov. 19 (EL) was very late.

Blackbirds—A W. Meadowlark was sighted 5 miles south of Prince George Airport on Sept. 30; species is rare at any time in that area. A late flock of Yellow-headed Blackbirds was noted at Three Forks, Mont. on Nov. 9 (EH, RAH, LM & PDS); 3 birds of this species remained at C. J. Henry's feeding station at Charlo, Mont. to the end of the reporting period. Rusty Blackbirds were still fairly common along the Crooked River north of Prince George on Sept. 13; 1 was seen at Davie Lake on Sept. 23; 12 were at Lumby, 13 miles east of Vernon, B. C. on Dec. 8. Three immature Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at Trident, Mont. on the record late date of Aug. 25 (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS). A report of this species at Ravalli Refuge on Sept. 26 appears to be decidedly late.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks appeared in small numbers or not at all in most localities. The only exceptions appeared to be the Bitterroot Valley where a concentration of 100 or more was noted on Oct. 22, and at Missoula where flocks were common through September and the birds were frequent in October, with a few lingering to the end of the period. A Cassin's Finch seen at Bozeman on Nov. 26 may winter; 1 at a feeder in Lavington, B. C., Dec. 78 was distinctly unusual. The House Finch, which no longer rates italics at Missoula, Mont. was seen commonly there to Oct. 11, the maximum-size flock noted being 40 birds. The species was not noted at Missoula again until Nov. 24, when a flock of about 45 birds appeared, but was seen frequently thereafter. Several small flocks of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were noted along the road about halfway up St. Joe Baldy Mountain near St. Marks, Idaho, Oct. 31 (EJL). There were indications of a Com. Redpoll movement. Hand noted 4 at Missoula on Dec. 4, after having seen none there since March 1966. The species was seen on three dates in November in Spokane County, Wash. (IA, WH); in the northern portion of the Region, birds appeared at Vanderhoof, B. C. on Oct. 28 and at Prince George on Nov. 18 (CS) and were present at Vernon, B. C. from Nov. 15 to the end of the period. A few Pine Siskins lingered late in the Vernon area, until Nov. 26 (BAS). Red Crossbills appeared regularly at Bozeman and in the Spokane area but were very scarce at Missoula and in the Bitterroot Valley; a few flocks were noted in the Prince George district and 6 were seen at Vernon on Dec. 6. White-winged Crossbills were abundant in all spruce forest in central British Columbia, although by Nov. 1 numbers were somewhat reduced; 1 bird was seen at Bozeman on Nov. 30 (DRS).

Sparrows—Another record late date was established by observation of the Lark Bunting in the Bozeman area on Aug. 25 (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS). Tree Sparrows were first noted at Bozeman on Nov. 9, at Missoula on Oct. 23, at Ravalli Refuge on Oct. 28, and in Spokane County, Wash. on Oct. 27 (WH). A Clay-colored Sparrow was identified at Spokane on Sept. 11 (Mrs. SOS); it was associating with a flock of White-crowned Sparrows. Brewer's Sparrows were reported as rather common at Missoula, Aug. 23—Sept. 23; the species also was noted at Three Forks, Mont. on Aug. 25 (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS). An unusual number of 
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sightings of Harris' Sparrows occurred: an immature bird was seen at Spokane on Oct. 12 (VN & CoS) and another on Nov. 5 (Mrs. SOS); an immature visited a feeder at Missoula on Oct. 13; 1 appeared at Lavington, B. C. on Nov. 3; 4 frequented Jim Grant's feeder at Lavington from Nov. 16 to the end of the period. A few individual Golden-crowned Sparrows were sighted in the Spokane area, mostly during the last half of September (S.A.S.). Fox Sparrows were still present at Ravalli Refuge on Nov. 30 (GD). A single Lapland Longspur was seen just south of Missoula on Oct. 3. Snow Buntings scarcely made an appearance in the Region: an occasional 1-2 were seen at Missoula in November; 2 were noted at the Nat'l Bison Range on Nov. 6 (VBM); and 1 was seen in the lower Flathead Valley in the vicinity of Charlo, Mont. (CJH).

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated)—(JA) James Acton; John R. Akin, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge and vicinity, Burbank, Wash.; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd; (FC) Frank Casler; (CVD) Clifford V. Davis; (GD) George Devan; (BE) Bob Eng; (OF) Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley, including Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; (MG) Marion Gebhard; (JG) James Grant, British Columbia; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (WH) Warren Hall; (EH) Eve Hays; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry; (FBH) Frances B. Houston; (DHJ) D. H. Jenny; (FLK) Frank L. Kenney; (JK) John Knox; (EL) Ernestine Lamoureux; (EJL) Earl J. Larrison; (JMM) Jon M. Malcolm, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (VBM) Victor B. May; (JPM) Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (NFM) Niel F. Meadowcroft; (HM) Homer Metcalf; (LM) Louis Moos; (GM) Gerald Morsello; (VN) Vee Nealey; (CEO) Charles E. Osborn, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP) Mary Lynn Paulson; (MJP) Margaret J. Polumsky; (DR) Dan Rogers; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS) Don R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Three Forks–Ennis, Mont. area; (BAS) B. A. Sugden; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mrs. SOS) Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (CS) Cyril Smith; (CoS) Connie Smedley; (SMS) Susan M. Smith; (BT) Betsy Tveter; (EOW) Edwin O. Willis; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg., area; (HW) Henry Williamson.


Autumn Migration, 1968

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The fall was cold and in much of the Region precipitation returned to normal levels after two years of above-average moisture. In contrast, the western part of the Great Basin, which had been undergoing a great drought, experienced heavy rains this fall. For instance, Malheur Lake, the sump at the heart of the great national wildlife refuge in eastern Oregon, comprised only 8500 acres of water at the
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beginning of the period, which is far below normal, and it subsequently shrank to only 3500 acres. Following heavy rainfall amounting to 2.77 inches in November, a high figure for this semi-arid area, Malheur Lake grew to 12,000 acres by the end of the reporting period, and nearby Harney Lake, which had been dry for some time, had 10,000 acres of water (ELMcL). It was the coldest August on record at Grand Junction in western Colorado (LFE). Throughout most of the Region, freeze-up occurred before the end of the reporting period, even in the Great Basin where this is unusual. Our winter birds generally arrived early and in numbers. Does this reflect the cool fall or does it mean that we are in for a rough winter?

Swans, Geese, Ducks—Bear River Marshes at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake had a large concentration of 27,000 Whistling Swans in November (PJF). This species arrived at Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada in late September, a month earlier than usual (LDN), probably because of the drought farther north at Malheur Refuge. A White-fronted Goose seen at the Bear River Marshes on Nov. 24 (PJF) was unusual at this location, although the species usually is present in large numbers on the western side of the Great Basin. The high count of ducks at Bear River Marshes, 473,000 on Sept. 18 (PJF), is down from previous years' highs and reflects a poor breeding season at this refuge. In contrast, Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada produced 25 percent more ducks this year, with 7030 ducklings raised to the flight stage (LLN). The fall migration peak at this refuge, which is not as large as many of the Region's other refuges, was 11,300 on Oct. 15 (LLN). At Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho, the Region's great Mallard refuge, the bulk of fall migrants had not arrived by the end of the reporting period (RVP). This is often the case at the refuge. The Mallard is at best a late fall migrant and frequently manages to spend much of the winter in the Region despite the rather severe climate. At the newly established Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southeastern Utah, which is essentially a Mallard refuge, 54,000 were present, Oct. 13-19 
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(CRB). The heavy rains came too late to correct the drought conditions of two year's standing at Malheur Refuge, and the fall waterfowl migration there was thus disappointing. Many flocks of ducks were observed to land briefly and then take off again, and the high count of 63,000 at the refuge was the lowest since 1961 (ELMcL). The peak count of 155,000 ducks at Stillwater Refuge occurred in early October (LDN). This early peak apparently was caused by the drought conditions farther north. The refuge itself was short of water, with 30 percent of its marsh area dry. Numbers of ducks at Stillwater Refuge were much the same as last year, however, with a peak of 18,250 Canvasbacks this fall as compared with 21,000 last year (LDN). The only report of rarities among the waterfowl came from Grand Junction, Colo. where 3 Wood Ducks, a species not previously known to occur at that locality, were seen on Oct. 24 (LFE).

Hawks—A heavy influx of Red-tailed Hawks was noted in western Nevada north of Reno, with only a sparse population of Rough-legged Hawks reported for the same area (JMD). This reverses the relative status of these two species in the same area last year. One wonders whether there is a reciprocal relationship between the numbers of these two species in the fall. Farther north at Malheur Refuge, a poor flight of Rough-legged Hawks also was reported, with a maximum of 50 present at the end of November as compared with 100 last year (ELMcL). A Harlan's Hawk was reported near Sheridan, Wyo. in November (TK). A Black Hawk again was observed in southern Utah near Springdale on Sept. 11 (BL); this species has become almost regular in that area.

Gallinaceous Birds—A Gambel's Quail observed in the vicinity of Durango in southeastern Colorado on Nov. 27 (KS) was the first ever recorded in that area. Turkeys are steadily becoming more widespread in the mountain states where the several fish and game departments are propagating them. Recently they have become plentiful in southern Utah near Cedar City (SM), and a flock of 11 was reported on Sept. 1 west of Denver, Colo. in Jarre Canyon (HH), a locality where the species previously was considered rare.

Cranes, Shorebirds—Normally there are two areas about 1000 miles apart reporting large concentrations of Sandhill Cranes in the Region, namely Malheur Refuge (ELMcL) and Monte Vista Refuge (CRB). This year the species peaked in early October at both refuges, with similar counts of 1800 birds reported at each of them. A Stilt Sandpiper observed at Farmington Bay on the eastern side of the Great Salt Lake, Sept. 5 (GK) was unusual for Utah, although this species is not uncommon farther to the east in Wyoming.

Owls, Hummingbirds, Swallows—A Barn Owl was seen near Cedar City, Utah on Oct. 30 (SM), and another was observed at Bear River Marshes on Nov. 2 (PJF). Utah has a small population of Barn Owls, although there are only a few records from the surrounding states. Two hummingbird concentrations were noted, one in the Kolob area north of Zion Nat'l Park in southern Utah where several hundred hummers consume 5 gallons of syrup per day (BL), the other in the vicinity of Hotchkiss, Colo. on the western slope of the Rockies (TC). Two Purple Martins were seen near Cedar City on Aug. 16 (SM) and 5 at Farmington Bay on Sept. 5 (GK). This species is more common in Utah than elsewhere in the Region.

Jays—A Gray Jay seen in Cheyenne, Wyo. on Nov. 8 (RSG) was many miles from its normal mountain habitat. A very unusual movement of Steller's Jays into the valleys on the western slope of the Rockies (TC) may have been caused by a very poor Piñon Pine cone crop this fall. Perhaps for the same reason, the species was very common at Salt Lake City during the fall (GK).

Chickadees, Bluebird, Waxwings—The usual attitudinal migration of Mountain Chickadees occurred this fall, with their arrival noted in mid-October at Salt Lake City (GK). A Western Bluebird wandered into central Wyoming and was observed on Oct. 25 near Dubois (MB) where the species is rare. Reports indicated a big flight of Bohemian Waxwings, with many seen in November in the Reno, Nev. area (JMD) where they are unusual that early, and with other early and large concentrations reported at Salt Lake City, Casper, Wyo., and Grand Junction and Durango, Colo. A sighting of 22 Bohemian Waxwings at Evergreen, Colo. in the mountains west of Denver on Nov. 16 (WWB) was an unusual record.

Vireo, Warblers—A Philadelphia Vireo was seen on Sept. 22 in Salt Lake City at the same spot where one was seen two years ago (GK). This species is casual in Utah. A late Nashville Warbler was reported at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in central Idaho, Oct. 7 (DLC). A Parula Warbler observed at Farmington Bay on Sept. 5 (GK) was a very rare find for Utah.

Finches, Buntings—There were scattered reports of Com. Redpolls from Wyoming and Idaho; the sighting of 3 at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument on Nov. 21 (DLC) established a first record for the monument and reflects the fact that a competent observer is stationed at the monument for the first time. Three Snow Buntings seen at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument on Nov. 21 (DLC) seem somewhat early; this species is poorly reported in the Region.

Contributors—(MB), Mary Back; (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (TC), Theo Colburn; (JMD), Dr. John M. Davis; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (PJF), Phillip J. Feiger; (RSG), Mrs. R. S. Grier; (HH), Harold Holt; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (BL), Barbara Lund; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (LLN), Lowell L. Napier; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (KS), Kip Stransky.


Autumn Migration, 1968

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Rainfall during the fall was somewhat greater than normal, although average temperatures were very
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close to normal. The offshore, southward-moving cold water currents, which when close to shore bring apparent influxes of pelagic species, were this year reportedly more than 40 miles offshore, causing coastal observers to forgo some of the anticipations of fall birding. The season was nonetheless interesting in many respects and brought as many surprises as each of the last few fall migrations. New Zealand Shearwaters off the Washington coast on Sept. 8, a Gyrfalcon at Victoria in November, a Stilt Sandpiper at Tillamook at the end of August, Long-tailed Jaegers twice in British Columbian waters, several widely spaced reports of flocks of Black Swifts, the dearth of Lewis' Woodpeckers, sightings of numbers of both species of Three-toed Woodpeckers in a limited, burned-over area of the Oregon Cascades, and Tennessee and Black-throated Gray Warblers at Terrace, B. C. were the particular highlights of the 1968 fall migration.

Loons and Grebes—Last winter's exciting observation of a Yellow-billed Loon present in the Blaine–Bellingham, Wash. area from January to March was followed, as so often happens, by another sighting on Nov. 11 at Victoria, B. C. where a single individual was seen in comparison with an Arctic Loon (DRP, SMS & EOW). A few Arctic Loons still in breeding plumage and a few Red-throated Loons began to appear in coastal waters of northern British Columbia in the latter half of August (VG); 2 Arctic Loons and 4 Red-throated Loons, all in winter plumage, were seen as far south as Tillamook, Oreg. on Aug. 30 (JBC, SJ, TM & WT); Goodwill recorded up to 238 Arctic Loons in a day around Yeo Is., B. C. in the period, Sept. 27–Oct. 1, the maximum number occurring on the 27th. None of the loons was reported in significant numbers for Washington or Oregon by the end of the period, however. Red-necked Grebes appeared on salt water in the vicinity of Yeo Is. after mid-August and up to 17 individuals were to be found in a day after mid-September (VG); 1 observed at La Conner, Skagit Co., Wash. on Aug. 15 (ES) was early; 2 individuals were seen on Crane Prairie Reservoir in the Oregon Cascades southwest of Bend on Aug. 20 (JBC), both the place and date being unusual. Two adult Horned Grebes in breeding plumage accompanied by 2 juveniles were seen at Yeo Is. on Aug. 22 (VG); 1 at Seattle on Sept. 9 (ES) was the first record of the season farther south. An Eared Grebe was found at Victoria on Oct. 5 (GAP), and another was seen in north Portland near the Columbia River on Nov. 9 (JBC & HBN). An early Western Grebe was seen at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. Aug. 30 (JBC, et al.); 21 individuals were noted in the surf at Oceanside, Oreg., Sept. 2 (HBN). There was again evidence of a mid-November movement of Pied-billed Grebes in western Oregon.

Pelagic Birds—Boat trips out of Westport, Wash. and Newport, Oreg., Sept. 8 and Oct. 5, respectively, found Black-footed Albatrosses to be present in numbers of between 5 and 10 some 45 miles west of Westport and numbers of 2-3 some 22 miles west of Newport. Four Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen on the Westport trip and 10 were seen out of Newport. Four New Zealand Shearwaters were seen together off Westport. Sooty Shearwaters were widely scattered and in small numbers on both offshore trips, but later in the day on Sept. 8 an estimated 1,000,000 were seen at the mouth of Willapa Bay, Wash. (HBN). Thirty-six Sooty Shearwaters were noted on Queen Charlotte Sound, B. C., Oct. 2 (VG). Seven Fork-tailed Petrels were counted out of Westport on the 
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Sept. 8 boat trip; 1 was seen in the Strait of Georgia, Aug. 28 (DS); farther north, 7 birds were counted in the course of a transit of Queen Charlotte Strait on Oct. 2, while 6 more were seen during the next two days southward through Johnstone Strait; single birds were seen in Discovery Passage, B. C. on Oct. 6 and 7 (VG).

Pelicans, Cormorants and Herons—Brown Pelicans did not come north this fall in the numbers experienced in the last few years; 12 seen in the Tillamook area on Nov. 17 (JBC, HBN, et al.) were the season's latest record. Numbers of Brandt's Cormorants were much below the usual fall counts of 2000 or more on the Chain Islands at Victoria (ARD). Seven Pelagic Cormorants observed in flight low over McMinnville, Oreg. on the west side of the Willamette Valley during a storm on Oct. 17 (JG) were most unusual. All three species of cormorants normally found in the Region were recorded almost daily during the first two months of the period from the Canadian hydrographic vessel "Marabell" as she plied central British Columbia waters (VG). A Great Blue Heron was still at Terrace, B. C. on the late date of Nov. 14 (HRV). Two Green Herons were present at Seattle (DRP, et al.) and 3 at Salem, Oreg., (TM) throughout the report period. Individuals were reported from the lower Frazer River on Oct. 13 (fide TRW); from Sauvie Is., west of Portland; from Tillamook Bay; and from the Medford, Oreg. area in the latter part of August. Ten individuals were found on Sept. 1 in a two-mile stretch on Oregon's Rogue River at Gold Ray Dam (OS). Common Egrets were reported only from Sauvie Is., Aug. 18 (JG, RK & HBN); from south of Brookings, Oreg., Oct. 19 (JH & OS); and from Coos Bay, Oreg., Nov. 11 (JBC). An immature Black-crowned Night Heron was seen west of Conway, Skagit Co., Wash. on Aug. 25 (DRP & SMS); a single individual also was seen at Bellingham on Sept. 2 (Eleanor Zimmerly, fide TRW). Four Am. Bitterns were found at Ilwaco, Pacific Co., Wash. on Sept. 8 (ZS).

Swans, Geese and Ducks—Whistling Swans first appeared at Sauvie Is. in early November; 400 were present there by the end of the period. A few birds also appeared in the Bellingham–Mount Vernon, Wash. area in early November. Eight adults and 4 young Trumpeter Swans were seen at Terrace, B. C. on Nov. 21 (HRV); 11 individuals were recorded at Comox, B. C. in late November (DS). Canada Geese appeared first at Sauvie Is. on Aug. 18, reached a peak of about 3600 individuals in early October when the maximum number of birds passed through, and then leveled off at early winter numbers of about 2000. Some 5000 Canadas were observed in migration through the Strait of Georgia on Oct. 6 (Allan Brooks and Betty Westerborg, fide DS). Black Brant did not appear in numbers until November, with about 900 seen at Samish Bay, Wash. on Nov. 1 (ES) and 200 at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. on Nov. 17 (JBC, HBN, et al.). Migrant White-fronted Geese were seen unusually early: 35 high over Crane Prairie Reservoir, Oreg. on Aug. 20; 100 in flight over Damascus, Oreg., a few miles southeast of Portland, Aug. 26; and migrating flocks totaling an estimated 500 birds observed coming in from the northwest over the ocean at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 30 (JBC). Two individuals were seen at Baskett Slough west of Salem, Oreg., Sept. 11 (TM), and a few were still lingering at Seattle and Sauvie Is. on Dec. 1. On Nov. 7, the Seattle Times carried a report of 18,500 Snow Geese counted on the Skagit Flats, Nov. 1; 2 were seen at Sauvie Is. on Oct. 31 (HBN). Pintail were noticeably on the move throughout the Region by the last week in August and appeared to be plentiful. Some 18,000 Pintail were said to be at the Skagit Flats on Nov. 1, when 22,000 Green-winged Teal also were estimated to be present; about 200 birds of the latter species were counted on the west side of Willapa Bay, Sept. 22 (JBC & JGO). A male Blue-winged Teal took flight in front of "Marabell" at Stokes Is., B. C. on Sept. 27 in company with 40 Surf Scoters (VG)! The date, the location, and the company all are of interest. A dozen Blue-winged Teal were found at Baskett Slough on Sept. 11 (TM), and a pair was seen near Scio, Linn Co., Oreg. on Aug. 24 (WT). Two Cinnamon Teal were at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 14 (HBN). Two male European Widgeon were seen on the Saanich Peninsula north of Victoria on Nov. 24 (VG); 3 males were first picked out of widgeon flocks at Portland's Delta Park on Nov. 13 and were still present at the time this report was compiled (HBN). Similarly, at least 3 males were discovered at Seattle in late October and remained there through the end of the report period (ES; VEC; DRP, et al.); still another bird was seen at Anacortes, Skagit Co., Wash. on Nov. 3 (TRW). Three Am. Widgeon were noted at Terrace, B. C., Aug. 13 (HRV); by the following week individuals were appearing in central and southern British Columbia and western Washington, but numbers of migrants were not on the move until early October. Two Shovelers were seen at Leadbetter Point, Wash. Sept. 7 (ZS) and perhaps the same two birds were seen a week later at the south jetty of the Columbia (HBN). Some 120 Ring-necked Ducks were noted on Green Lake at Seattle as early as Sept. 21 (ES). Canvasbacks did not appear anywhere in the Region in numbers except at Samish Bay, Wash. where 200 were present, Nov. 3 (TRW); a few individuals were found at Victoria, Portland and Tillamook Bay later in the month. About 75 wintering Barrow's Goldeneyes were at Bellingham by November (TRW). Goodwill saw Oldsquaws on Oct. 4, 6 and 7 in Discovery Passage, B. C., with 10 the largest number seen in a day. A pair was noted at Camano Is. near Everett, Wash., Oct. 26 (DRP, et al.), and a single bird was observed at Rockaway, Oreg., north of Tillamook, Nov. 17 (JBC, HBN, et al.). Goodwill saw small groups of Harlequin Ducks in central British Columbia waters, Sept. 11–Oct. 10, with 17 seen on the latter date being the largest number. At the north jetty of the Columbia, 500 Surf Scoters on Aug. 24 (HBN) and over 800 seen migrating south on Sept. 21 (HBN, RFi & TRW) were large numbers for so early in the season. Eight Com. Scoters seen at the north jetty on Sept., 
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22 (JBC & JGO) also were early arrivals; 6 were seen in Discovery Passage north of the Strait of Georgia on Oct. 4 and 2 more were seen just north of Nanaimo, B. C. on Oct. 10 (VG). Goodwill saw a total of 9 Hooded Mergansers, Aug. 17–Oct. 3, 1 on the first date and 4 on Oct. 1 in the vicinity of Bella Bella, B. C. and 4 more on Oct. 3 in Johnstone Strait on the east side of Vancouver Is. Singles, pairs and family groups of Com. Mergansers were seen sporadically about Bella Bella to the end of September, when "Marabell" departed the area (VG). Two Red-breasted Mergansers at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 30 (JBC, TM, WT & SJ) were early.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—Eighty Turkey Vultures were seen migrating southward on Sept. 10 south of Brookings, Oreg. (JH & OS); the same observers recorded about 60 migrants over Medford in the third week of September; and 62 were noted in migration at Victoria in the first week of October (ARD). A very late individual was seen over Lebanon, Oreg. on Nov. 24 (WT). Rough-legged Hawks appeared sparingly in western Washington and northwestern Oregon in November. Golden Eagles were seen on Sept. 8 at Crater Lake, Oreg., (JH & OS) and on Oct. 19 at Victoria (GAP) where one was seen last October. Aside from Goodwill's sighting of up to 7 birds in a day in the Bella Bella area, Aug. 16–Oct. 1, and 9 individuals during a transit of Johnstone Strait on Oct. 3, the only Bald Eagle sightings were of 1 at Willapa Bay, Sept. 7 (ZS) and 2 at Sauvie Is., Nov. 30 (HBN & OS). An estimated 20 Ospreys were seen on the chain of lakes along the Century Drive southwest of Bend, Aug. 20-25, the majority at Crane Prairie Reservoir (JBC); 2 were sighted at Gold Ray Dam on the Rogue River, Sept. 1 (OS). A Gyrfalcon, rarely reported from this Region, was seen at Victoria on Nov. 19 (ARD & RFr). A Prairie Falcon was found at Crater Lake, Sept. 10 (JH & OS). On Nov. 30, a Peregrine Falcon was seen harassing gulls at Delta Park in north Portland, and on the same day another, carrying a Robin, was observed chivvying a Red-tailed Hawk at Sauvie Is. (HBN & OS). A Pigeon Hawk flew along the waterfront at Alert Bay, B. C. on Oct. 2 (VG); single birds were seen at Seattle on Oct. 25 and Nov. 17 (SMS); at Sauvie Is. on Nov. 2 (JG & RK), at the north jetty of the Columbia on Nov. 23 (RFi & HBN), and at Bellingham on Nov. 26 (TRW). Ten Sparrow Hawks seen at Terrace, B. C. on Sept. 14 (HRV) were evidently in migration. Very noticeably increased numbers of Sparrow Hawks on the coasts of southwestern Washington and northwestern Oregon and at Sauvie Is. during much of November indicated a desultory migratory movement in progress.

Cranes—Ten Sandhill Cranes at Sauvie Is. on Sept. 11 were the first birds of the fall season; the peak there reached the normal 800-900 in the third week of October; 5 were still present on Nov. 9 (HBN). More than 250 Sandhill Cranes flew over Lebanon on Oct. 26 (WT). Twelve were seen from "Marabell" in the Bella Bella, B. C. area, Sept. 15-25; on Oct. 3, when the vessel was in Johnstone Strait, 3 more were seen flying over a 4400-foot ridge at an altitude of at least 5000 feet (VG). All of the cranes observed from the "Marabell" were flying on a southeasterly course.

Shorebirds—Semipalmated Plovers appeared at coastal points from Leadbetter Point south to Tillamook, Aug. 24–Sept. 21 and were observed in numbers up to 35 in a day; 3 were at the inland location of Agate Reservoir near Medford on Aug. 15 (JH). Snowy Plovers were .found at Leadbetter Point, the mouth of the Columbia, and Tillamook after Sept. 7, the maximum being 12 at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 22 (JBC & JGO). American Golden Plovers were found at Leadbetter Point from Aug. 24 when 2 were present until at least Sept. 29 when 16 were on hand (MW); 4 were seen at Conway, Wash. on Aug. 25 (DRP & SMS); 1 appeared at Victoria on Sept. 1 and 13 were present there, Sept. 17–Nov. 10 (ARD), furnishing a surprising but not unprecedented late date for the Region. Black-bellied Plovers were present at Leadbetter Point in varying numbers from before the beginning of the report period, and 200 were seen there on Sept. 22 (JBC & JGO); 12 were at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. on Oct. 23 (TM); 2 were at Agate Lake near Medford on Oct. 8 (JH & OS). Surf birds were seen in numbers up to 100 in a day in the Bella Bella, B. C., area, Aug. 20–Oct. 1 (VG), after which the observer was no longer there. A count of 27 Ruddy Turnstones at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 (MW) was unusually high. Goodwill saw flocks of Black Turnstones almost daily in the Bella Bella area until "Marabell" departed southward in the first week of October. Nine Com. Snipe at Bellingham on Sept. 15 (TRW) were the earliest reported; a flock of more than 300 at Nehalem, Oreg. on Nov. 16 was a surprisingly large concentration. Two Long-billed Curlews at the south jetty of the Columbia on Sept. 14 (TM & HBN) were the only sightings of the year in this Region. Up to 7 Whimbrels were seen at Leadbetter Point and at the south jetty of the Columbia on dates between Aug. 24 and Oct. 19. Single Spotted Sandpipers were seen in the vicinity of Bella Bella, B. C. on four dates between Aug. 17 and Sept. 1 (VG). A Solitary Sandpiper was found just west of Conway, Wash., Aug. 25 (DRP & SMS); another stopped at Medford on Sept. 27 (OS). Wandering Tattlers passed through the Region in small numbers from the last week of August until Oct. 19. Single Willets were reported on Aug. 16 at Lincoln City, Oreg., Aug. 24 at Leadbetter Point, and Aug. 31, Sept. 21 and Oct. 14 at Newport, Oreg. After a six-week hiatus, Greater Yellowlegs were again recorded in the Region, starting on Aug. 21 with 4 birds at Sauvie Is. and on Aug. 22 with 1 at Baskett Slough; 8 were seen at Victoria on Nov. 10 (DRP, SMS & EOW). Lesser Yellowlegs reappeared early in August and were found sparingly at favored coastal points and inland locations until Oct. 6, the latest date, at Mount Vernon, Wash. (VEC). The season's only record of a Rock Sandpiper was 1 seen at Bellingham on Nov. 15 and 18 (TRW). The few sightings of Baird's Sandpipers came in the last ten days of August and first two days of September from Sauvie Is. where 6 on Aug. 21 was the high count; 
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Seattle; Leadbetter Point; Tillamook; and Cape Blanco, Oreg., also had sightings. Knots were reported only from Willapa Bay, their favorite stopping point in the Region, on Aug. 24 and Sept. 7 and 8 when 20 were seen together at Raymond (ZS). Lone Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were recorded at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 19 (TRW) and at Victoria on Oct. 20 (VG). Fewer Pectoral Sandpipers were reported this fall than in any of the last four years, sightings being made on several late August and September dates from Leadbetter Point, Tillamook Bay, and Agate Lake near Medford, with a record of 7 individuals on Aug. 25 at Conway, Wash. There were four coastal reports of Short-billed Dowitchers from Leadbetter Point south to Brookings, in numbers up to 45 birds; all were concentrated in the first two weeks of September as is usual, although the bird starts to reappear in the Region in the latter part of July. Long-billed Dowitchers were recorded on Aug. 21 after a six-week absence, with records thereafter scattered through the next three months, the latest being of 2 at Wiser Lake near Bellingham, Nov. 24 (TRW). A Stilt Sandpiper, at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 30, first thought from a distance to be a dowitcher like the two birds it was with, was correctly identified when the bird's rump and tail pattern were observed, after which the bill, breast markings and leg color all were carefully and closely noted from much closer range to the complete satisfaction of each of the four observers (JBC, SJ, TM & WT). The record is, so far as we know, the first for the State of Oregon. Two Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen at Iona Is. on Aug. 18, with another found dead there on the same day (TRW). One was carefully studied at the south jetty of the Columbia on Sept. 14 (TM & HBN), and another was found at the north jetty five days later (TRW). A Marbled Godwit was observed at Leadbetter Point on Aug. 24; on Sept. 21, 2 were seen there and 1 at the south jetty of the Columbia (HBN), with 2 more seen at Yaquina Bay (TM). Two individuals were still present at Yaquina Bay on Oct. 23 (TM). A Wilson's Phalarope was seen at Conway, Wash., Aug. 25 (DRP & SMS); another was at Baskett Slough, west of Salem, Oreg., Aug. 22 (TM); 3 were seen together at Scio, Oreg., Sept. 15 (WT). Goodwill found only 12 N. Phalaropes along the British Columbia coast in the period, Aug. 20–Oct. 2, in distinct contrast to the considerable number seen last year during the same period. At Victoria, 1000 were present on Aug. 30, with none seen after Sept. 15 (ARD). Farther south, N. Phalaropes were more widely reported than usual with records from Puget Sound, from all coastal points regularly visited by observers, from offshore on the Sept. 8 and Oct. 5 boat trips, and from such inland locations as Sauvie Is., Wm. L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg., and Medford. Late records were of single birds seen from a ferry off Victoria (DRP, SMS & EOW) and at ' Medford (JH), both on Nov. 9.

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns—Parasitic Jaegers were well reported, the earliest being 2 at Willapa Bay and 1 at Westport, Sept. 8; additional sightings were reported from the north jetty of the Columbia, from Puget Sound as far south as the Tacoma Narrows where 6 were noted on Sept. 15 (ES), from Discovery Passage east of Vancouver Is., and from Bellingham which provided the latest record on Nov. 16 (TRW). Long-tailed Jaegers were seen by Goodwill from "Marabell" on Sept. 17—a light-phase bird that passed close to the vessel in the vicinity of Bella Bella, B. C.—and by Stirling near Mitlenatch Is., B. C. on Aug. 28. There were 1000 Herring Gulls at Portland's Delta Park on Nov. 18, 75 percent of which were thought to be the thayeri form (HBN). Goodwill saw varying numbers, with up to 70 in a day, Sept. 15–Oct. 10, many being close enough to identify as thayeri. California Gulls, present at Sauvie Is. in good numbers during October, were much less in evidence thereafter; this species was the most common gull as much as 45 miles out of Westport on Sept. 8. Numbers of California Gulls up to 75 in a day were seen in the Bella Bella area until Oct. 1 when "Marabell" moved southward; up to 25 Mew Gulls were seen in a day from the ship during the same period (VG). Franklin's Gulls again appeared in the Puget Sound area, with 2 at Iona Is. on Aug. 18 and 6 at Bellingham on Sept. 28 (TRW), 1 at Victoria on Aug. 18 (GAP), immatures at Whidbey Is., Sept. 15 (DRP & MLP) and at Tacoma Narrows on the same date, and 1 at Lake Washington, Seattle on Oct. 12 (ES). Two Bonaparte's Gulls were seen at Agate Lake near Medford on Aug. 30 (OS); a few could be found on trips to the Oregon coast during September, October and November; farther north, the species was increasingly common, with large flocks at Bellingham from mid-September to mid-October and many still present at the end of the report period, 3000 observed migrating past Victoria on Nov. 26 (GAP), and 500-1000 noted along Discovery Passage, Oct. 4, 6 and 10 (VG). Good numbers of Heermann's Gulls were noted along the southwestern coast of Washington and in the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca from late August to early October; individuals were recorded inland at Deception Pass, Wash. on Oct. 6 (VEC) and at Active Pass, B. C. on the late date of Nov. 9 (TRW). A few Black-legged Kittiwakes were recorded from the mouth of the Columbia northward during September; 1 was at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. on Oct. 15 (TM & WT); surprisingly, none were seen on the Westport and Newport offshore trips, although by early October up to 14 were seen in Queen Charlotte and Johnstone Straits (VG). Sixty Sabine's Gulls were seen 40 miles seaward of Westport on Sept. 8 (TRW, et al.) in two flocks; 6 birds were seen off the south end of Whidbey Is. on Sept. 20, feeding in tide rips with Bonaparte's Gulls and N. Phalaropes; 2 more were noted at Victoria on Nov. 2 (RFi). Common Terns were seen repeatedly at Bellingham, in Puget Sound, at Willapa Bay, and at the mouth of the Columbia during September and the first half of October; 5 were at Yaquina Bay, Oct. 15 (TM & WT). Arctic Terns were noted with Com. Terns at Westport (ZS; DRP & SMS) and at Willapa Bay (HBN) on Sept. 8, at the north jetty of the Columbia on Sept. 22 (JBC & JGO), at Dungeness, Wash. on Sept. 18 (TRW), and at Yaquina Bay 
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on Oct. 15 (TM & WT). Caspian Terns were seen in numbers up to 16 in a day at Blaine, Bellingham, Westport, Willapa Bay, Tillamook and Agate Lake near Medford between Aug. 24 and Sept. 15.

Alcids—In the vicinity of Bella Bella, B. C., 1-3 Pigeon Guillemots were seen from "Marabell" almost daily, Aug. 16-26; the species was not seen again until the vessel was farther south in Discovery Passage in early October (VG); 1 was seen 35 miles out of Westport on Sept. 8 (TRW, et al.); 2 were noted at Cape Meares, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Aug. 30 (JBC, et al.). Several Ancient Murrelets were seen off Yaquina Head, Oreg. on Oct. 23 (TM). Cassin's Auklets were seen off Westport on Sept. 8, off Newport on Oct. 5, and in Queen Charlotte Strait on Oct. 2, in numbers between 6 and 20. Up to 13 Rhinoceros Auklets in a day were seen in Discovery Passage, Oct. 3-10 (VG); 6 were seen 40 miles out of Westport on Sept. 8 (TRW, et al.); 1 was seen south of Seattle in Puget Sound along with a Marbled Murrelet on Oct. 23 (VEC). Single Tufted Puffins were seen on the Westport and Newport offshore trips and from Cape Meares, Aug. 30 (JBC, et al.).

Doves, Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts—Single Mourning Doves were seen at Terrace, B. C. on Sept. 14 and near Bella Bella, B. C. on Sept. 28. A Spotted Owl, always rare, was found near Carlton, Yamhill Co., Oreg. on Sept. 4 (Gordon Knight, fide TM) but was not seen again despite subsequent search. A Long-eared Owl was heard repeatedly and finally seen at Little Lava Lake, Deschutes Co., Oreg., Aug. 19-25 (JBC). A Saw-whet Owl was seen at McMinnville, Oct. 2 and 5 (JG) and another was noted at Eugene at the end of the period (AL). Over 100 Com. Nighthawks were seen between Victoria and Campbell River on Aug. 2 (DS) and a similar number at Parksville, B. C. on Aug. 28 (GAP). Unprecedented observations of migrating Black Swifts included about 20 seen daily at Terrace, B. C., Aug. 24–Sept. 8; "flocks" at Bellingham, Aug. 26 (TRW); 24 at Parksville, B. C., Aug. 28 (GAP); "hundreds" near Campbell River, B. C., Sept. 1 (DS); "hundreds" seen in an hour and a half in the Brookings area on Sept. 14 and 8-10 seen in the Port Angeles, Wash. area on Sept. 16 (OS, JH); and individuals seen over Lake Washington, Seattle in the last two weeks of September (VEC). On Sept. 17, 300-350 Vaux's Swifts were observed at McMinnville, Oreg. (JG); 20 birds of this species were working gradually southeastward on Sept. 19 in the vicinity of Bella Bella, B. C., where 2 were seen three days later (VG); 17 were noted at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 21 (RFi, HBN &TRW).

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Flycatcher, Swallows—A male Anna's Hummingbird appeared in Portland on Aug. 9 and was still visiting the same feeder at the end of the report period (Virginia Holmgren); another male appeared at a Medford feeder on Aug. 12 and likewise was still being seen there at the end of the period (JH); 2 birds of this species also were reported in Seattle for at least the fourth consecutive year. Two Rufous Hummingbirds were seen in Bellingham at different localities on Nov. 14 (TRW); 9 were seen feeding on insects at Medford on Sept. 1 (OS). A Calliope Hummingbird was observed on Aug. 31 at the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon where a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers was seen regularly through the summer and fall (WT); a single bird of the latter species also was seen at Banks, Oreg., Aug. 30 (JBC & SJ). Acorn Woodpeckers were seen from time to time during the fall in the McMinnville, Oreg. area (JG). The only reports of Lewis' Woodpeckers this fall after a complete dearth this summer were of 2 at Salem on Aug. 26 (TM) and 10 at Eugene on Sept. 8 (AL & H. Wisner); the species has inexplicably all but disappeared from the Region in the past year or year and a half. Three different observers on three separate dates during the first ten days of October found both Black-backed Three-toed and Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers in the Big Lake Burn off the Santiam Highway west of the Cascades summit; maximum numbers were 6 of the former and 4 of the latter species on Oct. 8 (WT). A. W. Kingbird was seen at Sooke, 22 miles west of Victoria on Oct. 30 (VG). Over 1000 Violet-green Swallows were near Medford on Oct. 8 (JH), a late date for a gathering of so many; at Seattle, 33 were seen together on Oct. 12 (ES) and 26 on Oct. 26 (LHK), late dates in both instances. Twenty-nine Barn Swallows at Sauvie Is. on Oct. 13 (JG) was the last report for this species; 4 were seen over New Bella Bella Is., B. C. on Sept. 18 (VG). Four Purple Martins were seen at Finley Refuge, Oreg. on Aug. 23 (TM).

Jays, Wrens, Thrushes—An apparent family group of Gray Jays was noted at Larch Mountain Summit east of Portland on Aug. 30 (JBC). A House Wren was recorded at Conway, Wash., Aug. 25 (DRP & SMS). A Winter Wren was discovered in an improbable location, the seaward extremity of the north jetty of the Columbia River, Sept. 7 (DRP & SMS). Several observers noted a paucity of Robins, at least in lowland areas of western Washington and Oregon from the beginning of the report period until late October. Practically no Varied Thrushes had appeared in the lowlands by Dec. 1. Several Swainson's Thrushes still lingered at Seattle on Sept. 14 (ES). Numbers of W. Bluebirds were noted at Snoqualmie Summit east of Seattle on Sept. 22 (VEC); 8 were seen at Victoria in mid-October (ARD) and again on Nov. 20 (Ray Beckett, fide DS). Numbers of W. Bluebirds were also reported in logged areas east of Eugene, Oreg. in late September and early October (fide JBC). Four Townsend's Solitaires were observed at Crater Lake on Sept. 10 & OS).

Waxwings, Shrikes—Two Bohemian Waxwings were found at Eugene on Dec. 1 (AL). A Northern Shrike appeared on Oct. 15 at Terrace, B. C. where individuals were seen subsequently on Nov. 6, 9 and 30 (HRV); 1 appeared at Marietta, Wash. on Oct. 13, with birds being seen along Puget Sound until the end of the period in greater numbers than last year (TRW). The only Oregon records were of single birds at Sauvie Is. on Nov. 2 (JG) and at Svenson, east of Astoria, Nov. 23 (RFi & HBN).
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Warblers—At Terrace, B. C., H. R. Vance experienced a remarkable fall for warblers. It started on Aug. 15 when he found a Tennessee Warbler and a Blackpoll Warbler. On Aug. 18, he found a Black-throated Gray Warbler which was considerably north of its normal breeding range; the bird was studied through binoculars from a distance of 50 feet, and the broad black eye stripe or patch was well observed. The same or other birds were seen subsequently three times on Aug. 28, Sept. 4 and Sept. 6. September 4th was apparently the peak of the warbler migration at Terrace, and besides the Black-throated Gray seen on that date, Vance observed a Black-and-white Warbler and an Am. Redstart. Two Nashville Warblers were seen repeatedly at Victoria in August and into September (ARD); 1 was noted at McMinnville, Oreg., Sept. 12 (JG); 4 were seen in the Medford area, where the species is rarely found, on Sept. 8 (OS). A Yellow Warbler was seen at Seattle on Sept. 14 (ES) and another at Ilwaco, Wash, on Sept. 22 (JBC & JGO). Three Black-throated Gray Warblers were rather late at McMinnville on Oct. 16 (JG), although the date is not extreme. At Victoria, this species has been increasingly frequent in its fall occurrences during the last five years (ARD, GAP & DS); this year birds were present into the second half of September. A few Townsend's Warblers could be found in the Seattle area at the end of the period (DRP & EOW). Two Hermit Warblers were observed at Little Lava Lake in the Cascades southwest of Bend, Oreg., Aug. 22 (JBC). A Palm Warbler was found at Victoria on Oct. 22 (GAP). Eight Yellow-breasted Chats seen at Carlton, Oreg., Sept. 20 (JG) were about a week later than previous Oregon records.

Blackbirds, Tanagers—A Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen at Carlton, Oreg., Sept. 20 (JG); 2 others were observed near Albany, Oreg., Aug. 31 (HBN). A Western Tanager was seen at Seattle on Sept. 14 (ES); 8 were noted at Medford on Aug. 31 (OS).

Finches and Sparrows—Several thousand House Finches were seen at Agate Lake near Medford on Sept. 8 (JH). Pine Siskins appeared at Terrace, B. C., at Seattle, and at Fort Canby, Wash. on the Columbia River in November; 25 were seen in the hills behind Scappoose, Oreg., also along the Columbia, Sept. 24 (HBN); earlier in the period, flocks were noted in the Oregon Cascades (JBC, TM). On Sept. 22, 300 Am. Goldfinches were on the Salicornia flats at Leadbetter Point (JBC & JGO). A few Red Crossbills were seen on the Olympic Peninsula, at Willapa Bay, Tillamook and Scappoose, and in the Cascades late in August and early in September. Over 100 Savannah Sparrows were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 21 and 22; 1 was still present at Terrace, B. C. on Nov. 20 (HRV). Two Vesper Sparrows were seen at McMinnville on Sept. 19 (JG). A Slate-colored Junco was seen at Conway, Wash., Oct. 26 (DRP, SMS & EOW); another appeared at a Seattle feeding station on Oct. 1 (VEC). Migrating Oregon Juncos were very numerous at Lava Lake in the Cascades late in August (JBC). Single Tree Sparrows appeared on Oct. 26 at Conway (DRP, SMS & EOW), on Nov. 10 at Victoria (DRP & SMS), and on Oct. 17 at Terrace where 7 were present on Nov. 30 (HRV). Four Harris' Sparrows stayed four days at Terrace after first appearing on Sept. 27; another was seen there on Nov. 3, 4 and 5 (HRV). White-crowned Sparrows lingered at Terrace until Nov. 15 (HRV). Observers at Terrace, Bellingham, Seattle, and Portland all commented that Golden-crowned Sparrows had been much below normal this fall. A White-throated Sparrow first appeared at a Victoria feeder on Oct. 16 and was seen there regularly until the end of the report period (fide DS). Lincoln's Sparrows were recorded in migration at Victoria, Bellingham and Medford during September; 2 were at Salem, Oct. 17 and 18 (TM). Seventy-five Lapland Longspurs were at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 22 (JBC & JGO); 30 were seen there a week later (MW). By Oct. 6 a few were present in the Seattle area where they still were being found at the close of the report period (SMS & EOW); 1 bird also was seen at Terrace, Nov. 30 (HRV). A Snow Bunting was noted at Victoria in company with Skylarks on Nov. 10 (DRP, SMS & EOW).

Contributors—(VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RFi) Roy Fisk; (RFr) Ralph Fryer; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (VG) Vic Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (SJ) Stewart Janes; (RK) Ron Klein; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (AL) Allen Larrabee; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (JGO) James G. Olson; (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP) Mary L. Paulson; (GAP) G. Allen Poynter; (ZS) Zella Schultz; (SMS) Susan M. Smith; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (EOW) Edwin O. Willis; (MW) Michael Wotton.


The Winter Season, 1968-69

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Descriptions of the winter ranged from a relatively kind "severe" through "coldest since 1950" (in interior British Columbia) to "coldest and snowiest on record" (at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.). 
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Early December was rather mild, giving no hint of approaching arctic air mass that plunged temperatures far below zero in the last week of the month to -9° F. at Baker, Oreg., -25° at Spokane, Wash., -47° at Kimberly, B.C., -33°at Vernon, B.C., -45° at Moscow, Idaho, -27° at Missoula, Mont. and -39 at the Nat'l Bison Range. January brought extremely heavy snowfalls to much of the Region. At Spokane snow cover reached 42 inches, an all-time record, on Jan. 21. In contrast, Prince George, B.C. had only 10-12 inches. Missoula had 10-16 inches during January and February. Minimum temperatures for January ranged from 1° F. at Baker through -22° at the Nat'l Bison Range to -46 at Prince George, with temperatures averaging 9° below normal at Spokane and 8-23° below normal in interior British Columbia. In February precipitation was distinctly below normal throughout the Region, but almost continuous sub-freezing temperatures prevented much decrease in snow depth. March also was very dry, with precipitation generally less than half of normal; temperatures were only a little below normal at most localities. At Missoula, however, heavy snowfalls continued well into March, delaying the arrival of springlike conditions until near the month's end. In general, ground throughout the Region was snow-covered from mid-December to mid-March or later. Ponds and even large lakes froze over in mid-winter and for the most part remained frozen until the end of March. How bird life met the winter's rigors is the unavoidable theme of this report. Some species, mainly ground feeders and those dependent upon open, shallow water, met with varying degrees of disaster. These included herons, Canada Goose, some puddle ducks, California Quail, Ring-necked Pheasant, "Chukar, Am. Coot, Mourning Dove, Red-shafted Flicker, Starling, Western Meadowlark and Oregon Junco. Many of these species are near the northern limits of their winter ranges, however, so that such a result should not be too surprising. The other group experiencing difficulty, probably because of the heavy snow cover, consisted of the small owls and the Sparrow Hawk.

Loons, Grebes— The only Com. Loons reported for the winter season were 2 seen at Okanagan Landing near Vernon, B.C. on Dec. 26, on the brink of the severe cold wave, and 1 noted on Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Dec. 1 (JA). For the third consecutive year an Arctic Loon appeared at Banks Lake, on Dec. 1 (JA & WM. An Eared Grebe seen on Feb. 2 and 2 Pied-billed Grebes seen on Feb. 2 and 8 at DePuy's Ponds, a few miles south of Livingston, Mont., probably wintered. This is the first indication of these species wintering in southwestern Montana. The ponds, overlooked previously, are artificial and appear to be perpetually open. Two Western Grebes endured the frigid conditions at Kalamalka Lake near Vernon until Jan. 3 (JH).

Herons — Great Blue Herons seemed to winter about as usual in some localities but to have been largely forced out by the severity of winter in others. Only 1 was noted along the Jocko River in southern Lake County, Mont., and the species was absent in the Vernon area after Dec. 27. At McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., most left during the cold spell, although 10 were seen on Jan. 21. The remains of 5 were found; cold and starvation were thought to be the probable cause of death. Only 5 Black-crowned Night-Herons wintered there; 2 dead birds of this species were discovered.

Swans — A Whistling Swan that stayed on Mission Creek at the Nat'l Bison Range through January (GH) was believed to be a cripple; the species does not normally winter there. Trumpeter Swans probably wintered in the vicinity of Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. but were not seen between Dec. 21 and Feb. 16. A single bird was noted on Dec. 21 at Kelowna, B.C., and 28 wintered at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.

Geese — Canada Geese wintered in small numbers where open water was available and seemed to do best in the Columbia Basin of eastern Washington, with a peak of 13,600 noted at McNary Refuge in the second week of January; here 25 dead geese found on Strawberry Is. in the Snake River, where the birds had been spending the nights, were thought to have died of starvation. At Turnbull Refuge, 750 geese were present before, 20 after, the freeze-over. At least 3 "Cackling" Canada Geese were seen on Dec. 1 at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash (JH). Fourteen Snow Geese were present at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont. in mid-February (GD); 3 birds, accompanied by 2 Blue Geese, were observed on the Hanford Islands, McNary Refuge in mid-January.

Ducks — Mallards seemed to winter as usual in some areas but encountered trouble in others. Very few remained at Turnbull Refuge, but at McNary Refuge the species peaked at 33,500 in mid-January; 34 dead birds found there had died from starvation. Before the feeding program was started at McNary Refuge, close to 500 were too weak to fly. In the lower Flathead Valley around Charlo, Mont., some Mallards were in such distress that they entered towns. At least 600 were fed by C. J. Henry, and about 800 
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gathered at the Nat'! Bison Range, with some 3000 present in the vicinity of the range. Although wintering ducks were scarce in southern British Columbia, 3 female Mallards were still on the Fraser River at Prince George on Feb. 2 (CS). At least 10 Gadwall wintered at DePuy's Ponds near Livingston, Mont. Pintail apparently endured the winter well at McNary Refuge; no casualties were found. Five Am. Widgeon observed on Jan. 10 at the Nat'! Bison Range (MRK) were unusual, as was a single male noted in an irrigation ditch near Charlo in mid-winter (CJH). At McNary Refuge, this species peaked at 3400 in mid-January; 12 were known to have starved there. Two wintered at Poison Park in Vernon, B.C., and the species was considered abundant at Walla Walla, Wash. (NFM). A European Widgeon was seen at Reardan, Wash. on March 30 (JA); another was identified at Ravalli Refuge, March 29 and 31 (BD & RLH). A Shoveler probably wintered at Bozeman, Mont. (RAH). A few Wood Ducks wintered on a warm pond near Stevensville, Mont (MH), and the sighting of a female of this species at Penticton, B.C. on Dec. 26 (SC) furnished the first winter record for interior British Columbia. DePuy’s Ponds also produced records of a few wintering Redhead, Lesser Scaup and Bufflehead. Ten Com. Goldeneye wintered on the Fraser River at Prince George (CS). An Oldsquaw was identified at Penticton on Dec. 26; a male of this species was observed at McNary Refuge in early March; and one bird was seen on the Spokane River at Spokane, Wash. on Jan. 25-26 and again on Feb. 9 (JA & WH). Common Mergansers were still present at Prince George on Jan. 26 (CS).

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles — Two Turkey Vultures had returned to a spot near Ellensburg, Wash. by March 30 (DRP). There were numerous sightings of hawks and eagles. Heavy road kills of Ring-necked Pheasants in the lower Flathead Valley attracted Rough-legged Hawks, Marsh Hawks and eagles as well as Black-billed Magpies, Com. Ravens and feral cats. C. J. Henry supplied 4-5 Marsh Hawks near his house with such road kills; the hawks forsook the handouts as soon as the weather made normal hunting possible. At least 6 Gold Eagles frequented the Nat'l Bison Range during the winter. Conversely, numbers of this species were down in the vicinity of McNary Refuge, but Marsh Hawks were abundant at the refuge, with 21 observed hunting there on Jan. 21. A young Golden Eagle came to a feeder at Coldstream near Vernon, B. C. and ate two pounds of suet at a sitting (JTF)! Several Peregrine Falcons were observed around Charlo; one of them accepted road-killed pheasants. A single bird of this species was observed at Vernon on Dec. 26 and Jan. 8 (KG), and 2 were sighted near Prineville, Crook Co., Oreg. on Jan. 22 (JK). A sprinkling of Sparrow Hawks wintered in the Region, but at Vernon, B.C. very few survived the cold and 1 was found dead there on March 10 (PM).

Gallinaceous Birds — The small population of Ruffed Grouse at Turnbull Refuge was believed to have been further reduced; none were seen there during the winter. Forty male Sage Grouse were observed on the display grounds south of Creston, Lincoln Co., Wash., March 30-31 (DRP, MLP, EMS & SMS). California Quail, which occur in the western part of the Region, apparently suffered rather heavy losses: at McNary Refuge, the population was low after a poor breeding season preceding the hard winter; in the Vernon area, mortality was probably heavy, with flocks at feeders being reduced 50 pear in January and February. Ring-necked Pheasants also suffered in the Vernon area, where several were reported so weak that dogs killed them. In some areas deep snow forced pheasants to frequent roadsides for gravel, and many were struck by cars. C. J. Henry picked up about 50 road-killed pheasants around Charlo, Mont., and a Montana State Game Department employee picked up others. Henry fed about two tons of grain to the birds and found that this quickly reduced road kills in the vicinity. At McNary Refuge, Ring-necked Pheasants apparently survived the wine with little loss. At Walla Walla, Wash., they came into back yards to visit feeders. Reeve's Pheasants, released last spring east of Colfax, Whitman Co., Wash., apparently are becoming established there (JCA). Chukars were down in number at the Nat'l Bison Range and were suspected of having taken heavy losses (ED & VBM), and C. J. Henry concurred in this opinion for western Montana in general. Mortality also was apparently heavy in the South Thompson Valley of British Columbia where many congregated along the Trans-Canada Highway in mid-January, road traffic taking a heavy toll. Gray Partridges, on the other hand, seemed to have come through the winter in good numbers. Two or three Turkeys were observed using a feeding station at Turnbull Refuge, and two flocks of 7 and 9 birds, respectively, were several times on a ranch west of Victor, Ravalli Co., Mont. A release of Turkeys was made near Colfax, Wash. at the end of February (JCA).

Coot, Shorebirds — American Coot suffered severe losses in localities where they attempted to winter in numbers. Counts at Vernon, Kelowna and Penticton, B.C. in late December recorded about 5800 of these birds on Lake Okanagan. Casualties were extremely heavy there, although some may have migrated out of the area. Most of the mortality occurred in January when the shallower parts of the lake froze, forcing the starving coot to venture from the deeper water, where food was unobtainable, to the shore, where they succumbed to sub-zero cold, dogs, hawks and eagle. At McNary Refuge, the coot population varied between 1000 and 1500. Fifteen were found dead on the refuge, and about 200 were observed dead ones ice at the nearby state game range. About 15 wintered at DePuy's Ponds near Livingston, Mont., and about the same number stayed on an open trout pool, fed by artesian water, near St. Ignatius, Lake Co., Mont. The owner put out grain for them and the few Mallards that stayed. Killdeer and Com. Snipe appeared to have wintered without adverse results in the small numbers usually found, except for the Vernon-Kelowna area where none were known to have survived through January. Three Dunlins lingered in the vicinity of Stratford, Grant Co., Wash. until Dec. 1 (JA).

Gulls, Doves — Two Glaucous Gulls found on a Christmas Count at Okanagan Landing, B. C., Dec. 26 (FP) were noteworthy. A few Herring Gulls lingered in 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 23, Number 3   500

the Vernon-Kelowna area until late December but were not seen during January or February; about 40 were observed on Coeur d'Alene Lake in northern Idaho on Dec. 22; and a few were noted on the Spokane River at Spokane on Feb. 21. Six Mourning Doves were seen near Victor, Mont. on Dec. 27 (BT), but it is not known whether they survived the winter. Possible wintering was suggested by a sighting of 8 near Stevensville, Mont. on March 14. In the Vernon area, the species met catastrophe. Of 427 counted on Dec. 26, perhaps only 5 percent survived the winter. Of some 200 feeding at silage pits on a Coldstream ranch, none were known to have survived, and dozens were picked up dead around the ranch buildings. Of 42 frequenting Jim Grant's feeder at Lavington, B.C., 8 survived. Many wintered at Ringold, Wash., northwest of McNary Refuge, with 600 seen there on Feb. 10. A few were found on the Spokane Christmas Count; 1 was seen near Spangle, Spokane Co., Wash. on Feb. 23 and 2 were noted near Clarkston, Asotin Co., Wash. on Jan. 1 (MJP).

Owls — Small owls were winter casualties in some localities, but the larger species apparently survived. A Screech Owl was found frozen at Enderby, B.C. on Jan. 30 (JM). Single Snowy Owls were seen near Davenport, Lincoln Co., Wash. on Jan. 4 (WH), near Clarkston, Wash. on Jan. 28 (MJP), and at Moscow, Idaho (LJ). Several Pygmy Owls were found dead in the Vernon area, although one that fed on small birds at Jim Grant's feeder survived the first cold spell. The Long-eared Owl, which is very unusual at the Nat'l Bison Range, was observed there during February (RLB & VBM); a single bird seen on Feb. 5 at McNary Refuge added this species to the refuge list; another was seen near Clarkston, Wash. on Jan. 29 (MJP). Short-eared Owls were much in evidence across the Region, being mentioned by nine reporters, in many cases in larger than normal numbers. In the vicinity of Edwall, Lincoln Co., Wash., 9 or more were observed on Jan. 5 (JA). Saw-whet Owls were frequently reported victims of the cold in the Vernon area, where 4 were found dead in one part of the city. One was found dead of exposure near the Turnbull Refuge headquarters on Jan. 23; this constituted the refuge's first record of the species.

Hummingbird, Woodpeckers — Yes, a hummingbird! An adult male Calliope Hummingbird was seen through binoculars at close range at Kelowna, B.C. on the unusually late date of Dec. 1 (EL). Red-shafted Flickers suffered in some localities. Probably not more than 30 percent of those seen on the Christmas Counts in southern interior British Columbia survived the winter, judging from late February observations. A few were found dead. In the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont., the species was less common than usual and was believed to have suffered from the cold weather. None was seen at McNary Refuge, which is unusual, but the species fed regularly at feeders in Walla Walla, Wash. (NFM). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the ruber race lingered at Summerland Experimental Station near Penticton, B.C. for three weeks, from late November to Dec. 15 (SC); this is the first winter record of the race for interior British Columbia. Another bird of this race was noted near Cle Elum, Wash. on March 30 (DRP & SMS).

Corvids — Hundreds of Com. Ravens were congregated at a slaughterhouse near Hamilton, Ravalli Co., Mont. on Jan. 21. The Com. Crow was very abundant in the Vernon area, where the cold weather apparently made the birds very uncomfortable but seemed to cause no casualties. At Prince George, 95 were counted on Dec. 22 (CS); these birds survived 24 consecutive days when temperatures did not rise as high as zero, with extremes as low as -46°F. at the garbage dump there. A flock of 20 Piñon Jays was observed west of Victor, Mont. until Jan. 15 (MH).

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers — The seldom-reported Boreal Chickadee was noted on the Prince George Christmas Count (CS) and was seen in late February at Priest Lake in northern Idaho (MC). At least 8 Chestnut-backed Chickadees were noted near Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, Dec. 22 (S.A.S.). Pygmy Nuthatches were again reported from western Montana: at Ravalli Refuge where a pair was seen on March 25 and was noted preparing to nest a few days later (GD) and at the Nat'l Bison Range in December and January (VBM). Some winter casualties were noted for this species in southern British Columbia: 3 were found frozen in a woodpecker hole in a dead aspen at Vernon, Jan. 30. Brown Creepers were reported only from the Spokane area, from the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia, and from Cold Springs, Umatilla Co., Oreg. and were noted as being scarce at the latter two localities.

Wrens, Thrushes — Winter, Long-billed Marsh and Cañon Wrens were not reported after the severe cold spell of late December. The observation of a Cañon Wren at Kelowna, B.C. on Dec. 21 (SC) was noteworthy, as was the sighting of 2 Rock Wrens at Okanagan Landing, B.C., Dec. 25 (TH). A scattering of Robins wintered throughout the Region. Flocks of up to 100 were noted at Spokane in late January; the birds were feeding on mountain ash berries. A few survived in the Vernon area by frequenting feeders. Varied Thrushes were unusually numerous in the Okanagan Valley in December but apparently suffered close to 100 percent mortality later in the season, with a few surviving at feeders and 1 noted, Feb. 6-25 (AC); fair numbers wintered in eastern Washington; 1 observed at Ann Ward's feeder in Baker, Oreg. probably wintered. Four Western Bluebirds lingered at Kalamalka Lake near Vernon until Dec. 21 (EB); 5 stayed around the Stanley's yard in Spokane from Dec. 18 through Dec. 29 when the mercury dropped to –
19°F. Only 1 Townsend's Solitaire was found on the Baker, Oreg. Christmas Count as compared to 46 on last year's count.

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starling — Two Ruby-crowned Kinglets tarried at Penticton, B.C. long enough to be recorded on the Christmas Count. It was a good-to-excellent winter for Bohemian Waxwings at most localities, with a huge crop of mountain ash berries attracting flocks of up to 2000 birds at Spokane. A few Cedar Waxwings wintered in eastern Washington and at Baker, Oreg., with unusually large 
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flocks — up to 50 birds — noted at Spokane. Northern Shrikes apparently were attracted to bird concentrations at feeders and in town areas at Spokane and at Hamilton, Mont. Starlings seemed to endure the winter with little trouble in eastern Washington and at Baker, Oreg. Some casualties were noted in the Vernon area, but at least part of a flock of 75 at the Prince George garbage dump survived the cold weather.

Warbler, House Sparrow, Icterids — A late Audubon's Warbler observed at Bozeman on Dec. 12 put this family in the report. House Sparrows apparently were not greatly bothered by the winter's severity. Western Meadowlarks were affected adversely by the deep snow cover present in most parts of the Region. A few Red-winged Blackbirds wintered as usual at Bozeman, Mont., in the Spokane area, and, probably, in the vicinity of McNary Refuge. Some stayed at C. J. Henry's feeding station near Charlo, Mont. There were no reports of the species in the Okanagan Valley after Dec. 26. At Spokane small flocks of 10-20 birds came to feeders, with flocks of up to 100 birds sighted on two occasions. Twelve Brewer's Blackbirds that frequented the garbage dump at Prince George throughout the winter furnished an astonishing record. An equal number of Rusty Blackbirds were still present in a small marsh near Vernon on Dec. 8,and up to 10 were seen at Bozeman between Dec. 28 and Feb. 1 (RAH, PDS). A Com. Grackle was sighted in Bozeman on Jan. 15 (DRS).

Grosbeaks, Finches — Evening Grosbeaks appeared at most reporting localities. Numbers were usually small, on the order of 5-10 in a flock. However, "large numbers" were reported at Bozeman, and 30-45 were present at Ann Ward's feeder in Baker, Oreg. through most of the winter. The species was unusually scarce in Okanagan Valley. An observation of a male Purple Finch at a feeder in Bozeman on March 27-28 was the first carefully documented record of the species for Montana. The Cassin's Finch staged a major invasion at Prineville, Oreg. from early January to mid-March, with flocks of up to 125 birds seen (GM). A few wintered at Bozeman and in Baker, Oreg. In the Okanagan Valley, where this species is usually extremely scarce or absent in winter, at least 4 wintered at a feeder in Coldstream (JTF) and 2 were noted at Lavington, where they spurned Jim Grant's feeder and fed on snowberry seeds. The species began returning to the Spokane area by Feb. 8. At Missoula, Mont., where the House Finch recently has become established, flocks of 20-50 were noted on the city's southern outskirts until Dec. 20; they were scarce thereafter except for a flock of 15 seen at a feeding station in January. Pine Grosbeaks appeared, usually in small numbers, in many localities and were described as common at Prince George. A few occurrences of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were noted in the Bozeman area; the species patronized a feeder in Montana's Bitterroot Valley in December and early January (MH); and flocks of up to 500 birds were seen in the Okanagan Valley from late December to early March. Common Redpolls made a good appearance at many localities across the Region, from Bozeman on the east to Walla Walla on the west, northward to Prince George, B.C. Ten Hoary Redpolls were identified at Prince George on Dec. 22 and 1 was observed there on March 9 (CS). A few Pine Siskins wintered at Bozeman and Spokane; larger flocks were reported from Priest Lake in northern Idaho; and the species wintered in unprecedented numbers in the Okanagan Valley, feeding mostly on Douglas fir seed American Goldfinches seemed to winter in about normal numbers and were reported as abundant at McNary Refuge in late February and early March. Red Crossbills were noted sparingly or not at all in western Montana, were seen in at least average numbers around Spokane and northward along the Columbia River, and were reported as common during the winter in the Okanagan Valley. White-winged Crossbills were common at Prince George (CS), but a female noted at Bozeman between Nov. 30 and March 14 (EH& RAH, DRS) was the only other report of the species.

Sparrows — A Rufous-sided Towhee survived the worst of the winter weather and was seen into February at a feeder in Vernon, B. C. Oregon Juncos wintered sparingly at Bozeman and Missoula and were common to abundant in the vicinity of the Nat'l Bison Range and farther west. They were unusually abundant in the Okanagan Valley where they suffered some cold weather casualties: perhaps 10 percent of those visiting Jim Grant's feeders died. No casualties were reported elsewhere. A few Tree Sparrows wintered in western Montana, eastern Washington and the Okanagan Valley. Four reports of Harris' Sparrow were received: 1 seen at Bozeman on Dec. 28 (CVD); 1 seen at Missoula between Jan. 24 and late February and noted again on April 3 when it was singing (BD); 1 present at a Spokane feeder from December through March (LM); and 4-5 present at Jim Grant's feeders in Lavington, B.C. from November onward. At least 3 of the birds at Lavington survived the winter, although 1 was believed to have perished in the cold spell. One of the birds at Lavington burst into song before sunrise on Dec. 29, with the thermometer standing at —36°F.! White-crowned Sparrows were noted wintering in considerable numbers at Walla Walla and McNary Refuge, Wash. At Spokane they were absent during the severe January weather. In the Okanagan Valley numbers were about normal, with no winter casualties reported. A single immature White-crowned Sparrow closely observed at Missoula, Mont. on Jan. 12 and 16 was Hand's first winter record for Montana in something like 25 years' observing. Song Sparrows seemed to survive the winter with no serious trouble; l that survived at Prince George visited a feeding tray almost daily (CS). Snow Buntings appeared abundantly in a few localities. Sightings were especially frequent in the Bozeman area. About 1000 were seen in a mixed flock with about 2000 Horned Larks at Ennis, Madison Co., Mont. on Jan. 18 (DRS & PDS). Flocks of up to 400 were seen in the vicinity of Charlo, Mont.; small numbers were noted at the Nat'l Bison Range; about 50 were observed near Edwall, Wash. on Dec. 27 and 2 at Spokane on Jan.12 (WH); and a few were seen in the Davenport, Wash. area in December and January and at Priest Lake, Idaho in early February (S.A.S.).

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective area unless otherwise stated) — (JA), James Acton; John R. Akin, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. and vicinity, including the Ringold, Wash. and Cold Springs, Oreg. areas; (JCA), Jack C. Adkins; (RLB), Robert L. Barber, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (EB), Elsie Bingley; (SC), Steve Cannings; (AC), Audrey Casperson; (MC), Maxine Clason; (CVD), Clifford V. Davis; (GD), George Devan; (BD), Bob Dyer; Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley and Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont.; (JTF), Jack T. Fowle; James Grant, British Columbia; (KG), Karl Gruener; (MH), Molly Hackett; (WH), Warren Hall; (RLH), Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (EH), Eve Hays; (RAH), R. A. Hays; (CJH), C. J. Henry, lower Flathead Valley around Charlo, Mont.; (JH), Joan Heriot; (GH), Grant Hogge; (TH), Theresa Hurst; (LJ), Loring Jones; (MRK), Marvin R. Kraschke; (EK), Edward Krantz; (JK), John Knox; (EL), Ernestine Lamoureux; (JM), Jim Mack; (PM), Paddie Mackie; Jon M. Malcolm, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (VBM), Victor B. May; (NFM), Niel F. Meadowcroft; (LM), Lorena Miller; (GM), Gerald Morsello; (FP), Frank Paul; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP), Mary Lynn Paulson; (MJP), Margaret J. Polumsky; (DRS), Donald R. Skaar; (PDS), P. D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis, Mont. area; (CS), Cyril Smith; (SMS), Susan M. Smith; (S.A.S.), Spokane Audubon Society; (EMS), Edmund M. Stiles; Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (BT), Betsy Tveter; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area. 


The Winter Season, 1968-69

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The winter of 1968-69 will go down in the weather annals as the Region's toughest winter to date. Although snow does not remain for long in the intermountain basins and plains, the average snowpack in the mountains from the Sierra Nevada eastward to Denver in the Rockies was 200 percent of normal. In many places, including the Sierra Nevada, such a snowpack has never been recorded previously, and the winter might be compared with the one that trapped the Donner party in 1846-47. These conditions affected virtually the entire Region except for Wyoming where there were only average snows in the mountains. However, it was not a cold winter. A great flight of Bohemian Waxwings carried them farther southward and westward this winter than ever before, and it is noteworthy that much of this movement occurred before the weather worsened. During the winter many birds such as jays, chickadees and finches came down into the valleys and entered towns as never before. Perhaps reflecting the winter's severity, the spring waterfowl migration in the Great Basin, which occurs during the winter season, was one of the latest on record. With heavy snows across the Region, the prospects for water in the arid Great Basin have never been better. Although the goose nesting will undoubtedly be flooded out, nesting of other waterfowl should be excellent during the coming season.

Grebe — A Pied-billed Grebe was found wintering on Silver Lake near Picabo, Blaine Co., Idaho on Jan. 27 (DLC).

Swans — Because of the late spring the concentration of Whistling Swans at Bear River Marshes on the Great Salt Lake never reached the large numbers recorded in past years; the swans moved on rapidly and the peak count was 9700 (LFG). Three Trumpeter Swans seen on the Sanke River near Rexberg, Madison Co., Idaho on March 18 (RGo) were out of the species' normal range.

Geese, Ducks — At Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada, the refuge's breeding flock of Canada Geese arrived early in February only to find everything covered with snow; a few died of starvation despite supplemental feeding with grain (LLN). Migrant Canada Geese peaked at 1000 between March 16 and 22 at Monte Vista Nat’l Wildlife Refuge in southeastern Colorado and were gone by the end of the month; at the end of the period 1100 Canada Geese of the locally resident population and some 29,000 ducks were present at this refuge (CRB). During the spring waterfowl migration at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, fewer birds stopped at the refuge; a combination of deep snow on part of the area and poor waterfowl habitat on the refuge itself was believed responsible (ELMcL). Only 70,000 Snow Geese were recorded on the refuge at the peak of their migration in the third week of March, and the duck migration peaked at 85,500 in the last week of March, 100,000 short of last year's high count. However, with the increase in moisture —nearby Harney Lake grew from 3000 to 8000 acres of water during the period — future prospects at Malheur Refuge are excellent. At Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho, the peak of the fall concentration of waterfowl occurred Dec. 8-14, with 412,600 ducks recorded, of which 378,000 were Mallards (RVP). This figure is lower than normal; last year 480,700 Mallards were present at the refuge on Dec. 29, 1967. The concentration of Mallards at Deer Flat Refuge dwindled during the rest of the winter, and only 10,000 were present at the end of March. At Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada, the spring duck migration peaked at 40,000 in mid-March, 
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47 percent below last year's peak (LDN). At Bear River Marshes, where the spring waterfowl migration usually begins in early February, the migration took place mainly in March. However, the peak of 223,000 waterfowl was the highest in years, and a count of 29,000 Canvasbacks was the highest number of this species recorded there in a long time (LFG). The only rare duck reported during the season was a female Wood Duck, first seen on Dec. 27, which spent the winter on a pond at Springdale in southern Utah (BAL).

Hawks, Eagles — A count of 85 Red-tailed Hawks in the lower part of the Klamath Basin on Feb. 15 (JHH) was by far the largest concentration of this species reported in recent years. A concentration of 113 Bald Eagles near Lower Klamath Nat'l Wildlife Refuge on the California-Oregon border, Feb. 11 (JHH) was an unusually high count, and a total of 73 noted at Bear River Marshes, March 9-26 (LFG) was better than in recent years. The next largest concentration of Bald Eagles reported was of 30 in the Parowan Valley of southern Utah (SM). Perhaps the severe winter had something to do with these concentrations of hawks and eagles.

Grouse, Shorebirds — Near Carey, Blaine Co., Idaho, 40 Sage Grouse were apparently using the highway as a strutting ground because of the heavy snow cover (DLC); this seems particularly remarkable because they usually will perish rather than change their hereditary mating ground. Four Killdeer spent the winter in a slough near the upper Wind River of western Wyoming (MB); with open springs all over Wyoming in any weather, a few such birds manage to overwinter regularly.

Owls, Woodpeckers — A favorite spot to see the Pygmy Owl is in a cemetery, and this winter one was seen in the cemetery at Grand Junction, Colo. on Jan. 16 (LFE). Other Pygmy Owls were seen at Evergreen, Colo. in the mountains west of Denver (WWB), and many were noted at Durango in southwestern Colorado (OR). A Long-eared Owl was observed on Dec. 11 near Cedar City, Utah (SM) where the species is rare. A Red-headed Woodpecker also was observed near Cedar City on Feb. 17 (SM); this species is considered casual in Utah.

Jays, Bushtits, Nuthatches — A big invasion of Steller's Jays into the lowlands and cities, presumably because of snow cover in the highlands was reported. They were noted in several areas of the canyon bottoms at Zion Nat'l Park in southern Utah and in the surrounding country (BAL) at Salt Lake City (GK), and at Durango, Colo., where the species has not been observed in town in a dozen years (OR). Piñon Jays also moved down to much lower altitudes, presumably because of snow at higher elevations; they were reported at Zion Nat'l Park in Utah (BAL) and on the western slope of the Rockies in Colorado (TC). On March 10, Com. Bushtits were found at lower altitudes near Salt Lake City for the first time; a concentration of 2500 birds of this species observed near Cedar City, Utah on Jan. 23 (SM) was an unusually large number for the area. A flock of 14 Com. Bushtits was seen at Niagara Springs in central Idaho, Feb. 3 and March 19 (DLC); this locality is near the northern limit of the species' range. The Red-breasted Nuthatch was noted as being very scarce in the central Rockies (VR), in Utah (GK), and in central Wyoming (OKS).

Waxwings, Pipits — Although the northern half of the Region regularly has Bohemian Waxwings in winter, this winter's flight brought birds to much of the western and southern portions of the Region for the first time. Great numbers were noted at Reno, Nev. (JMD), which is most unusual, and the movement reached as far west as Klamath Falls, Oreg. where birds were noted on March 10 (RGr). Flocks of up to 2500, an unprecedented number, were reported from the mountains west of Denver (VR); 2000 were noted at Hotchkiss, Colo. on the western slope of the Rockies (TC); and large numbers were observed at Durango in southwestern Colorado (OR). A Sprague's Pipit seen near Durango on Feb. 28 (HW) was far west of this species' normal range along the western side of the Great Plains.

Warblers — A wintering Orange-crowned Warbler observed on Feb. 3 at Niagara Springs in central Idaho (DLC) constituted the first winter record for the state. Two Audubon's Warblers wintered at feeders in Salt Lake City (GK).

Grosbeaks, Finches, Buntings — Pine Grosbeaks were much more numerous than usual in the Rockies west of Denver (HK). On Dec. 15, Purple Finches were observed at Banner on the eastern edge of the Big Horn Mountains in northern Wyoming, in company with Cassin's Finches and Com. Redpolls (TK); the Purple Finch is rare in the Rockies. Cassin's Finches came down into the valleys in western Nevada but were almost absent from the Rockies west of Denver where they usually are very common. Hundreds of Lapland Longspurs were seen at the Honey Lake Waterfowl Management Area, Lassen Co., Calif., Feb. 21-22 (MP, et al.). This is a little-known section of the Region, and these birds may be more common there than has been appreciated. Snow Buntings were frequently reported this winter, with flocks seen regularly near Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in central Idaho (DLC); 39 seen east of St. Anthony in eastern Idaho on Feb. 15 (RGo); 3 seen at Lake De Smet in northern Wyoming on Dec. 1 and the species noted there many times in February (TK); and 1 seen on Pike's Peak in Colorado on Dec. 31 (A.O.S.). It was a tough winter.

Contributors — (A.O.S.), Aiken Ornithological Society; (MB), Mary Back; (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (TC), Theo Colborn; (JMD), John M. Davis; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (RGo), Ririe Godfrey; (RGr), Russ Greenberg; (LFG), Lloyd F. Gunther; (JHH), Gen. Joseph H. Hicks; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (BAL), Barbara A. Lund; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (LLN), Lowell L. Napier; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (MP), Michael Perrone, Jr.; (OR), Oppie Reames; (VR), Van Remsen; (HW), Howard Winkler. 
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The Winter Season, 1968-69

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Commencing in the last week in December and continuing for six weeks thereafter, record amounts of snow fell in western Oregon, Washington and southern coastal British Columbia. Snow covered the ground for at least six weeks in the lowlands and was piled deeply for much longer even in the coastal mountains where normally snow remains only in light quantities and for short times above the 2000-foot level. Temperatures also were much below the average during this period, remaining below freezing for days on end at Portland. Despite the unprecedented severity of the weather, effects on bird life were apparently undramatic with the few exceptions commented on in the report that follows. Certainly the weather was not conducive for birders to be much afield.

Loons, Grebes — Last winter's first record of the Yellow-billed Loon (Audubon Field Notes 22:468), followed by a November 1968 record at Victoria, B.C. (Audubon Field Notes 23:94) was followed in turn by four more records this winter, all occurring, rather oddly, in March. A bird discovered at the south jetty of the Columbia River on March 8 and ultimately observed from as close as 30 feet (MK & HBN) was Oregon's first record of this species. A week later a bird judged to be an immature after careful study by 20X telescope in good light from about 75 yards distance was found in the Tillamook River just west of Tillamook, Oreg. (JBC & SJ, et al.). The third record of the season was of a bird photographed on March 28
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at Deception Pass, Wash. by Dick Payne (fide TRW) who obtained the photograph of last year's bird that appeared as the cover photo on the June 1968 issue of this journal, and the fourth record was a bird present in the latter part of March at Victoria, B.C. (GAP). Single Eared Grebes were found on the Bellingham, Wash., Tillamook Bay, Oreg. and Gold Beach, Oreg. Christmas Counts; a total of 60 was recorded on British Columbia Christmas Counts, 46 of them at Victoria; single birds also appeared on the Columbia River bottoms, Dec. 5 and 6 (HBN) and at Waldport, Lincoln Co., Oreg. on March 24 (Jerry Bertrand, fide WT). Terry Wahl estimated up to 40,000 Western Grebes were present in Bellingham Bay on Feb. 23. Fifteen Pied-billed Grebes were noted in Portland's Delta Park on Dec. 6 (HBN); this was an abnormal concentration for so late a date.

Herons, Bitterns — A Great Blue Heron at Terrace, B.C. on Dec. 26 (HRV) was a noteworthy late season record. There were reports of distressed birds in northwestern Washington during January's abnormally cold weather (TRW), but in Oregon the species appeared to bear up well, with 25 active nests found along the South Santiam River near Lebanon in March (WT). A Green Heron was seen in Seattle on Dec. 11 (SMS); lone birds were recorded on the Vancouver and Ladner, B.C. Christmas Counts and 6 on the Eugene, Oreg. Christmas Count; 1 was seen in Salem, Oreg. on Jan. 6 and again on March 24 (TM). Single Com. Egrets were recorded on the Eugene and Gold Beach Christmas Counts. An Am. Bittern was discovered at Fern Ridge Reservoir west of Eugene on Feb. 8 (EF & LM).

Swans — Some 350-450 Whistling Swans wintered at Sauvie Is. northwest of Portland; a small group of 10 spent the winter at the mouth of the Nooksack River, Whatcom Co., Wash. (TRW); over 150 were recorded on both the Bellingham and Eugene Christmas Counts; 13 were seen at Nehalem, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Feb. 15 (JBC); 85 were seen along the coast of Curry County, Oreg. in March (OS). Up to 40 Trumpeter Swans spent at least part of the winter in the vicinity of Terrace, B. C. (HRV); 33 were said to have wintered at Clear Lake in northwestern S1lashington (Washington Game Department, fide TRW); and 21 were seen between Duncan and Campbell River, B. C., Feb. 19 (DS).

Geese — A total of 200 Canada Geese was recorded on the Christmas Counts conducted in that part of British Columbia encompassed in the Region. A marked northward migratory movement of this species was detected at Sauvie Is. early in February (Norman Minnick, fide HBN), and 35 appeared at Terrace, B. C., March 26 (HRV). At Yaquina Bay, Oreg., on Dec. 28, 5 Emperor Geese were discovered, 1 of which was reported to have been shot; 2 adult birds were still present there on Feb. 23 and remained to the end of the period (R. Buchanan, TM, HBN, WT). Single Emperor Geese were noted at White Rock, B. C. for a few days in January (TRW) and on Feb. 16 (DRP). Up to 2 White-fronted Geese were seen on the Ladner and Comox, B. C. Christmas Counts and 3 on the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count. Two individuals of this species remained in Seattle until Jan. 15 (VEC, EOW, PM). After mid-March, migrant birds appeared at Sauvie Is., with over 100 present by the end of the month (Norman Minnick). Some 250 Snow Geese were recorded on the Ladner Christmas Count. About 12,000-14,000 spent the winter on the Skagit Game Range (Washington Game Department, fide TRW); this figure is down by about 8000 from last year's total. Up to 400 Snow Geese were present at Sauvie Is. after mid-January (Norman Minnick). A Blue Goose again was reported on the Vancouver Christmas Count; the question as to the feral status of this bird remains.

Ducks — Mallards were below normal in number in northwestern Oregon even after a mid-December influx. Almost 8000 were recorded, however, on the combined Christmas Counts at Vancouver and Victoria, B.C., which is at least up to normal numbers there. Concentrations of up to 34 Gadwall were reported from various points in the Region, with Vancouver, Seattle, Portland, Salem and Medford all contributing records of birds present for part of the winter. Two Com. Teal were reported on the Vancouver Christmas Count and a male was seen in Portland's Delta Park on Dec. 1 (MK) and March 12 (HBN); these are the same points from which the species has been reported in each of the two preceding winters. Almost 4000 Green-winged Teal were recorded on the Vancouver and Victoria Christmas Counts, which is a good number indeed; 3000 were noted on the Eugene Christmas Count. Two Cinnamon Teal were seen at Medford, Oreg. on Feb. 22 (JH). European Widgeon were again seen at many points from Sidney and Victoria, B.C. south to Corvallis, Oreg. throughout the winter. Almost 100 Shovelers were noted on the Victoria Christmas Count, with small concentrations observed also at Victoria and Ladner, B.C. and Portland and Eugene, Oreg. A total of 38 Wood Ducks on the Vancouver Christmas Count was a good number; elsewhere, this species was very scarce until the latter part of March when a migratory movement was noted northward to Mount Vernon, Skagit Co., Wash. (Norman Minnick; DRP & SMS). Redheads appeared at many more points in the Region than is usual: 9 birds were seen at Mount Vernon on Jan. 12 (VEC; DRP & SMS); 5 stayed at Salem for several weeks after Jan. 19 (GK & TM); a few appeared at Medford on Jan. 22 (JH & OS) and remained for several weeks also; 18 were noted at Tillamook Bay on Feb. 15, with 4 still there on March 15 (JBC, et al.); 25 were seen on Beaver Lake, Skagit Co., Wash., March 9 (TRW). A lone Redhead spent the winter at Seattle (SMS & EOW). A total of 518 Ring-necked Ducks on the Salem Christmas Count was an unusually high number, as was the figure of 400-500 present at Medford from Jan. 22 to early March. On Jan. 15, a male Tufted Duck was again found at Seattle in the same area where 2 birds were seen last year (DRP, SMS & EOW). Some 2114 Barrow's Goldeneyes were found on the Vancouver Christmas Count, but this figure was still about 200 below last year's figure. The Ladner, Vancouver and Victoria Christmas Counts each listed more than 100 Oldsquaws; farther south, the only reports were of single birds at Mount Vernon, Wash. in March (VEC)
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and at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. on March 20 and again on March 30 (R. Buchanan). The Ladner and Victoria Christmas Counts each recorded over 100 Harlequin Ducks. The Vancouver Christmas Count total of 410 Com. Scoters is an unusually high number for any location in the Region.

Vulture, Hawks, Eagles — An unusually late Turkey Vulture was seen several times in early December in Seattle's Seward Park (VEC). A White-tailed Kite first discovered by Larry McQueen near Fern Ridge Reservoir on the Eugene Christmas Count, Dec. 29 and subsequently seen there until Jan. 18 (AL, HBN & WT) constituted the first certain record of the species from the Region's section of Oregon in many years. Single Goshawks were recorded on the Vancouver, Victoria and Ladner Christmas Counts, and 1 was seen at Sauvie Is. on Feb. 1 (HBN). A Sharp-shinned Hawk was observed at Terrace, B.C., Dec. 1-26 (HRV); this record is of particular interest because a bird of that species wintered there last year. A total of 69 Red-tailed Hawks on the Sauvie Is., Christmas Count was an unusual concentration. There were scattered reports of Rough-legged Hawks, as has been the case each year recently, with birds seen at Ladner, Vancouver and Victoria, B.C., Bellingham and Marietta, Wash., in the Columbia River bottoms n e a Portland, in the Willamette Valley, and at Medford, Oreg. A Golden Eagle was observed several times during the winter in the vicinity of Victoria (R. Fryer, GAP, et al.). Bald Eagles, many of them immature birds, were seen from Vancouver south to northwestern Oregon, with 42 recorded on the Vancouver Christmas Count. The Ladner Christmas Count total of 38 Marsh Hawks was a high number, as was the total of 18 on the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count; at Victoria, where the species is uncommon, a single bird was noted on March 23 (DS). Two Ospreys were observed at Medford on March 30 (JH), and a Prairie Falcon was seen repeatedly in the Medford area during the winter (JH, et al.). Four Peregrine Falcons were seen on the Ladner Christmas Count; 2 were seen on the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count; single birds were reported from Vancouver on Dec. 28 and from Marietta, Wash., Dec. 19 and Feb. 15 (TRW). Pigeon Hawks were reported on about half the Christmas Counts in the Region, the highest number being 4 at Ladner, B. C. Birds of this species also were reported in January and early February from the Bellingham area, from Seattle, La Conner and Bellevue in Washington, and from Sauvie Is. and Medford in Oregon. Sparrow Hawks were abundant in the Willamette Valley at least until January, with totals of 79, 86 and 105 on the Salem, Sauvie Is. and Eugene Christmas Counts, respectively; a total of 34 on the Gold Beach Christmas Count is also of interest as the species is not consistently found in numbers along the Oregon coast.

Quail, Cranes, Rails — The cold winter seems not to have disastrously affected California Quail in most of the Region, although a 50 percent reduction in numbers on Vancouver Is. was estimated near winter's end (DS). Eighteen Mountain Quail were seen near McMinnville, Yamhill Co., Oreg., Feb. 12 (JG); 6 found dead in the water at Saanich Inlet, Vancouver Is. in January had empty crops but otherwise were seemingly in good condition (DS). Fourteen Gray Partridge concentrated around the Victoria airport in January (Ray Beckett & DS) were thought to be the remnants of an introduced population that once had thrived. Fourteen Sandhill Cranes appeared on Feb. 11 at Sauvie Is., where numbers rose to more than 300 by the end of March (HBN); fall concentrations of migrant cranes are common there, but a similar occurrence in spring is quite unusual. A few Virginia Rails wintered at Seattle (DRP) and Lebanon (WT); 11 were recorded on the Eugene Christmas Count and 2 on the Ladner Christmas Count.

Shorebirds — Six Semipalmated Plover were noted on the Tillamook Bay Christmas Count, and 1 was still there on March 15 (JBC). Killdeer evidenced movements in direct response to the cold and snow of January. Good numbers were present in the Willamette Valley at the end of December, with over 1500 found on the Eugene Christmas Count and almost 1000 on the Salem Christmas Count; farther north, about 200 were recorded on the Victoria and Vancouver counts with nearly 300 on the Ladner count. Observers at Victoria, Bellingham, Seattle and Lebanon all commented on the dramatic reduction in Killdeer numbers with the advent of freezing weather and snow in the first part of January. In contrast, on Feb. 8 over 1000 Killdeer were seen by a party of observers (OS, et al.) on the coast of Curry County in southwestern Oregon where fewer than a score had been recorded on the Gold Beach Christmas Count. Black-bellied Plover were recorded on the Ladner, Vancouver and Victoria Christmas Counts, with 82 at Victoria the highest total; 3 were seen at the south jetty of the Columbia River on March 9 (MK & HBN) Surfbirds wintered sparingly along the Oregon coast but were scarce farther north until March 1 when 130, together with 3 Ruddy Turnstones, were seen at Kalaloch, Jefferson Co., Wash. (PM). A Spotted Sandpiper found on the Comox, B.C. Christmas Count was the northernmost record of the species in the Region this winter. Fourteen Greater Yellowlegs on the Victoria Christmas Count and a few wintering individuals on Whidbey Is., Wash. (DRP & SMS) were rather far north for the winter months; 2 also were seen at Sidney, B.C., Feb. 16 (DRP). A good total of 39 Rock Sandpipers was recorded on the Victoria Christmas Count; a flock of up to 20 birds apparently wintered at the entrance to Tillamook Bay, as the species has done in recent years. A Knot at Clover Point, Victoria in the last week of December (R. Fryer) was extraordinary. Two Least Sandpipers observed at Bellingham during the Christmas Count period (TRW) also were unusual. Ladner recorded over 12,000 and Vancouver almost 3000 Dunlin on their Christmas Counts, and numbers of this species were better than usual in the Bellingham area all winter (TRW). Reports of Long-billed Dowitchers included 10 observed on Whidbey Is., Dec. 8 (DRP, SMS & EOW); single birds seen at Seattle on Jan. 2 (DRP) and in late March (VEC); and 1 bird recorded on the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count. Some 300 Long-billed Dowitchers noted on the Eugene Christmas Count were still present on Jan. 18 (HBN). One Western 
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Sandpiper was seen at Whidbey Is. on Dec. 8 (DRP, SMS & EOW); 20 were noted at Tillamook Bay on Feb. 15 and again on March 15 (JBC & SJ).

Gulls — A Glaucous Gull was seen at Tsawassen, B.C. on Jan. 2 (SMS); others were found in early February at Victoria, B.C., Edison, Skagit Co., Wash., and Portland and Sauvie Is., Oreg.; 2 were seen off Yaquina Bay, Oreg. on March 24 (Jerry Bertrand, fide WT). Almost 23,000 Glaucous-winged Gulls were noted on the Ladner Christmas Count; elsewhere, winter numbers were at least as high as usual. Good numbers of Herring Gulls were present in the Portland area most of the winter, with a high count of 700 at Delta Park on Dec. 5 (HBN). California Gulls were sparsely reported on Christmas Counts in the Region, particularly in northern areas, and as the season progressed they became very hard to find farther south in the Region; this is the usual winter pattern for the species. Ring-billed Gulls seem to have been scarce except at Portland and Eugene, with 4600 found on the latter's Christmas Count. Mew Gulls were well represented on the Christmas Counts in southern British Columbia but were not up to their usual winter numbers in northwestern Oregon, even before January's cold weather. Bonaparte's Gulls were recorded in numbers up to 6 on the Victoria, Bellingham, Sauvie Is. and Gold Beach Christmas Counts; 162 were noted on the Vancouver Christmas Count; earlier in the season, 500 were seen at Victoria on Dec. 3 (DS). Bellingham and Seattle recorded a few Bonaparte's Gulls in late February, with signs of an influx apparent at Seattle late in March (DRP & SMS, TRW). Heermann's Gulls are rarely found in the Region past mid-November; 2 on the Gold Beach Christmas Count and 1 adult seen at Tsawassen, B.C. on Jan. 2 (SMS) were thus extraordinary. The only Black-legged Kittiwakes reported were 100 seen north of La Push, Clallam Co., Wash. on Feb. 9 (DRP, SMS & EOW) and 3 observed at Victoria on Dec. 3 (R. Fryer). Three Sabine's Gulls also were reported at Victoria on the latter date (R. Fryer, fide DS).

Pigeons, Doves, Owls — A flock of 200 Band-tailed Pigeons was present at Oak Bay, Victoria in late January (ARD), and some 400-500 were noted flying southward over Medford on Feb. 9 (JH). Mourning Doves were not as numerous as last year on Willamette Valley Christmas Counts and were generally reported as very scarce after the first of the year, with the onset of the severe weather. Last year's winter season report was in error in stating that there was no echo flight of Snowy Owls after the unprecedented invasion of 1966-67; besides last year's Christmas Count records at Comox and Vancouver, B.C., 1 Snowy Owl was reported at Stanwood, Snohomish Co., Wash., Jan. 21, 1968 (Ruth Anderson, et al., fide ES) and the species was noted at other Washington localities: 3 were found in Whatcom County, 5 near Edison, 2 at Seattle, 1 at Auburn and 4 on the Skagit Game Range, with 2 seen at Edison on March 17, 1968 being the last recorded (TRW). This winter brought Snowy Owls to the same part of the Region: 2 were found at Edison on Dec. 14 and March 12; 2 were present on the Skagit Game Range in January and 8-9 were reported from the Vancouver area (TRW); 1 was present at Renton, King Co., Wash. for much of the winter (LHK); and single birds were recorded on the Ladner and Vancouver Christmas Counts. A Hawk Owl, reputedly the first recorded in Victoria since 1894, was found there on Jan. 26 (R. Fryer) but was not seen again. A Pygmy Owl seen at Terrace, B.C. on Dec. 14 was found dead a week later; another was seen there, Jan. 3-6 and Jan. 11 (HRV). Two Burrowing Owls were seen at Medford on Feb. 22 (JH). Single Long-eared Owls were found on the Vancouver and Sauvie Is. Christmas Counts; 1 was discovered at Bellingham on March 20 (TRW). Short-eared Owls were seen sparingly from Vancouver south during the winter. Saw-whet Owls were noted at McMinnville, Oreg. on Dec. 12 (JG), on the Eugene Christmas Count, and at Bellingham during December, with 1 banded there on Feb. 5 (TRW).

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers — A Black-chinned Hummingbird appeared on March 26 at Merle McGraw's feeders at Shady Cove near Medford where an individual spent five weeks last spring (fide JH). Anna's Hummingbird — two this time — again wintered at Seattle (fide ES); a male spent the winter at Medford (JH & OS); a pair was present in Portland through December (fide HBN); 1 was reported several times from a feeder at Lake Oswego, Oreg. during the first three weeks of December (George Ruby, fide JBC); and 1 was recorded on the Salem Christmas Count. Yellow-shafted Flickers were reported during the season from Baskett Slough near Salem (GK), from Seattle (Gordon Orians, fide DRP), and from Whidbey Is. and the Skagit Flats (EWS). Two Acorn Woodpeckers were found on the Sauvie Is., Christmas Count, indicating a continuing gradual range extension. Two Pileated Woodpeckers reportedly wintered at Terrace, B. C. (HRV). One Lewis' Woodpecker found on the Vancouver Christmas Count and another present at Medford during most of the winter (JH, at al.) were the only reports of this species. Two Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen in Medford on Jan. 29 (JH).

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows, Corvids — Individual Say's Phoebes were seen at Medford off and on through much of the winter (OS), at Lebanon, Oreg., Feb. 15 (WT), and at Baskett Slough, Feb. 16 (GK). Five feeding areas for Skylarks were established on the Saanich Peninsula near Victoria during the period when snow was on the ground; a count there after a February thaw found 756 individuals, which is thought to be almost the entire population (DS & R. Beckett). Six Horned Larks were observed with the Skylarks; elsewhere, Horned Larks were seen at a few localities in the Willamette Valley in December, January and February, with 75 noted at Medford on Jan. 20 (JH & OS). Four Purple Martins were present at the colony site in Cloverdale, Tillamook Co., Oreg. on the early date of March 23 (MK). Five Steller's Jays were observed at Terrace, B.C., March 25 (HRV). Several Northwestern Crows were observed at Yaquina Bay and another was seen at Seal Rocks, south of there, on March 24; identification was aided by direct comparison with Common Crows, and calls were heard (WT).
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Wrentit, Wrens, Thrushes — Eight Wrentits were found on the Eugene Christmas Count, still present in the area where they were discovered more than a year ago. A remarkable total of 23 Long-billed Marsh Wrens was listed for the Ladner Christmas Count; this species was thought to be much reduced in numbers in the Seattle and Bellingham areas after January's extreme weather (SMS & EOW; TRW). Impressions of the effects of the unusually cold and snowy weather on Robins were conflicting, but, despite some reports of mortality, survival for the most part was apparently good. There was no indication from the sparse reports of any particular mid-winter movement of this species. Varied Thrushes, on the other hand, seemed to have suffered severe mortality; birds flocked by the hundreds to the lowlands in western Washington and Oregon where they were conspicuous during their stay; moderation in the weather by early February seems to have caused a majority to return to their forested haunts. In the interim, however, considerably die-off was noted, particularly along the northern Oregon coast. This species winters heavily in southwestern Oregon as a rule, but the hundreds seen there on Feb. 8 (OS) perhaps indicated a higher than usual population at that time. On Feb. 9, large numbers of this species also were noted in yards and along the roads of Washington's Olympic Peninsula from Queets to Aberdeen (DRP, SMS & EOW). Hermit Thrushes were present in western Oregon in unusual numbers during the Christmas Count period, particularly on the coast, with 32 recorded on the Tillamook Bay count and 19 on the Gold Beach count. A total of 410 Western Bluebirds on the Medford Christmas Count was extraordinary; the birds largely left the area a few days later when the weather turned severe. Salem and Eugene also had good counts of this species. Six Mountain Bluebirds were "a month early" at Terrace, B.C. on March 31 (HRV). There were scattered observations of Townsend's Solitaires from Bellingham south to Medford; these totaled less than a dozen during the report period but were still more than is usual for this Region.

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes — Water Pipits were well represented on the Willamette Valley Christmas Counts but were barely mentioned elsewhere. Bohemian Waxwings first appeared in the Region at' the very beginning of the report period, with 2 seen at Eugene on Dec. 1 (AL) and 20 seen at Pitt Meadows on Dec. 8 (TRW). One hundred Bohemian Waxwings were at Bellingham for almost three weeks starting around Christmas (TRW). During January and February and up to mid-March, groups of 25-250 were seen at La Conner, Wash. (DRP & SMS), Seattle (VEC; DRP & SMS), Chehalis, Wash. (MW), Portland (HBN), McMinnville, Oreg., (JG), Salem (GK), and Medford (JH). Cedar Waxwings were very scarce during the winter throughout the Region. A total of 13 Northern Shrikes on the Ladner Christmas Count was remarkable. This species also was reported from Bellingham, Seattle, Edison, Sauvie Is. and Medford where 2 were seen on Feb. 17 and 1 on March 1 (JH & OS).

Vireos, Warblers — Hutton's Vireos are uncommonly seen in the Region but this year were found on at least six Christmas Counts and were reported later in the season from Bellingham, Seattle and Queets, Wash., from east of Lebanon, Oreg. and from Cape Lookout State Park, Oreg. Orange-crowned Warblers winter sparingly in western Washington and Oregon, and this year was no exception, judging by Christmas Count reports; 5 were found on the Eugene count. Both Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were recorded with few omissions on the western Oregon Christmas Counts, but thereafter until the end of March both species were very scarce if not missing entirely from even the southern part of the Region. Townsend's Warblers were seen on the Sauvie Is., Portland, Tillamook Bay and Eugene Christmas Counts, with 7 noted on the last-named count; 2 were seen at Seattle, Dec. 7 and 15 (EOW). James G. Olson found and carefully identified a Hermit Warbler on the Tillamook Bay Christmas Count, Dec. 21; this apparently constitutes the Region's first winter record of the species. Edwin O. Willis first saw a bird that he identified as a Northern Waterthrush on the University of Washington campus in Seattle on Nov. 17, 1968; on Dec. 15, he found the bird again in the same locality; this obviously constitutes a most unusual record for the Region, to say nothing of the surprisingly late dates.

Blackbirds, Orioles — A female Bullock's Oriole frequented a feeder in Newport on the Oregon coast from Nov. 10, 1968 to at least April 7, 1969 (Mrs. R.F. Pitts, fide TM & HBN); this is the same feeder, incidentally, which attracted a Hooded Oriole in the winter of 1965-66! Twenty Brewer's Blackbirds were noted at Terrace, B.C. on Dec. 2; 6 remained until Feb. 21 (HRV). A few Brown-headed Cowbirds wintered in the Bellingham and Portland areas.

Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows — Thirty-five Evening Grosbeaks wintered at Terrace (HRV); farther south, very few were noted at Bellingham, 26 were found for the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count and 14 for the Eugene Christmas Count, 1 was seen at Bellevue, Wash. on Jan. 29 (PM), and 2 were seen in Portland on Feb. 9 (HBN). About mid-March, Evening Grosbeaks appeared widely throughout much of western Washington and Oregon. Cassin's Finches were numerous on Mount Hood, Oreg. from December until mid-February (David Marshall); about that time Medford experienced an influx of this species, with numbers declining by the end of March (JH & OS). A lone Pine Grosbeak was recorded on the Vancouver Christmas Count. A flock of 50 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches was discovered at timberline on Mount Hood, Dec. 27 (David Marshall). Common Redpolls appeared at or near Victoria for the first time since 1894, which, it may be remembered, was also the year when the Hawk Owl was said to have been last seen there; the redpolls were seen in three different locations during January and February, with 1 found dead in Beacon Hill Park (R. Fryer, et al., fide DS). Reports of the status of Pine Siskins seemed to indicate more present this winter than in the last five years except at Bellingham where numbers were said to be less than those of the past two years. The strikingly high number of 159 Lesser Goldfinches was reported on the Eugene Christmas Count. Red Crossbills were much in evidence in the Cascades of Oregon and Washington, particularly in March, but were seen only 
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sporadically in the Coast Range or on the Oregon coast this winter; they were recorded on most of the coastal British Columbia Christmas Counts, however. Five Savannah Sparrows found on the Victoria Christmas Count and 3 on the Ladner Christmas Count were the winter's northernmost reports of the species. A Vesper Sparrow had appeared at Medford by March 31 (JH & TM). Seven Lark Sparrows appeared there on Jan. 30 (OS); by mid-February the number of this species in the Medford area was higher than the observers (JH & OS) had ever seen before; where they came from can only be guessed at. There were several reports of Tree Sparrows from the more northerly parts of the Region: 2 on the Vancouver Christmas Count, 1 at Lake Terrell, Wash., Dec. 29 (Ken Boyce, fide TRW), 1 at La Conner, Wash., Jan. 12 (DRP, SMS & EOW), and up to 7 at Terrace, B.C. throughout the period (HRV). Two Chipping Sparrows were seen near Victoria by many observers on Feb. 8 (DS); this is remarkably far north for this species on that date. A Harris' Sparrow was observed at Terrace on Dec. 20 (HRV); single birds were seen on the Christmas Counts at Comox and Vancouver; another was seen at Lake Sammamish, Wash. in March (VEC, et al.); still another was found on Sauvie Is., Feb. 3 (HBN, et al.). A White-crowned Sparrow was present at Terrace, Dec. 16—Jan. 12 (HRV). White-throated Sparrows were seen on the Comox, Vancouver, Victoria and Eugene Christmas Counts; 1 was found repeatedly at Clear Lake, Wash. (Howard Channing, fide TRW); individuals also were seen at Terrace on Dec. 19 (HRV) and Sauvie Is. on Feb. 3 (HBN, et al.); 4-5 came to feeders in Medford during January and February (JH & OS). Single Lincoln's Sparrows were reported from Seattle, Dec. 1 (SMS), Lake Terrell, Dec. 22 (Ken Boyce, fide TRW), Medford, Jan. 11 (OS), and Salem, Jan. 13 (TM); 8 were found on the Eugene Christmas Count. A Swamp Sparrow was found at Fern Ridge Reservoir on the Eugene Christmas Count and was seen subsequently by a number of competent observers (AL, WT, et al.); we believe this to be the first record of this species for western Oregon if not for the entire state. A Lapland Longspur was noted at Terrace, Dec. 1-10 (HRV); 1 was found at Marietta, Wash. for the Bellingham Christmas Count (Jim Duemmel); 41 were found on the Ladner Christmas Count; 7-12 were to be found at Medford, Jan. 26—Feb. 2 (JH & OS). Fifteen Snow Buntings were recorded on the Ladner Christmas Count; 20 were seen at Marietta on Jan. 11 (TRW); 1 was observed at Ashland, Jackson Co., Oreg. on Jan. 2 (Dr. Elmo Stevenson, fide JH).

Addendum — The Tricolored Blackbird reported from Sauvie Is. in the last Winter Season account (Audubon Field Notes 22:471) was mentioned without reference to the date which should have been stated as March 17, 1968.

Contributors — (VEC), Violet E. Cannon; (JBC), John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD), A.R. Davidson; (EF), Eric Forsman; (JG), Jeff Gilligan; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (SJ), Stewart Janes; (GK), Gordon Knight; (LHK), Lucile H. Kline; (MK), Mark Konindyke; (AL), Allen Larrabee; (PM), Phil Mattocks; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (LM), Larry McQueen; (HBN), Harry B. Nehls; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (GAP), G.A. Poynter; (SMS), Susan M. Smith; (EWS), Edmund W. Stiles; (DS), David Stirling; (ES), Eleanor Stopps; (OS), Otis Swisher; (WT), William Thackaberry; (HRV), H.R. Vance; (TRW), Terry R. Wahl; (EOW), Edwin O. Willis; (MW), Michael Wooten.


Spring Migration, 1969

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

After the coldest, snowiest winter in many years, the eastern part of the Region, comprised of south-central and western Montana, experienced a mild, dry spring. For example, temperatures at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. averaged about two degrees above normal for April and May while precipitation was less than half the expected amount. The western part of the Region, from eastern Oregon through eastern Washington into central interior British Columbia, followed a different pattern in April, which was decidedly wet. At Spokane, Wash., 2.16 inches of precipitation occurred, which was 1.25 inches above normal, while temperatures were slightly subnormal. The Baker, Oreg. area departed somewhat from this pattern, being warmer than normal and not excessively wet. In both the western and eastern portions of the Region, May was rather uniformly warm and dry, with precipitation about half of normal. The result of these conditions was to produce an early migration in south-central Montana, around Bozeman, for those species normally arriving after April 1. In eastern Washington, on the other hand, migration appeared to have been slowed by cool, wet conditions in March and April, but to have returned to normal by the first of May. In central interior British Columbia vegetation was ten days ahead of normal by the end of May.
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Loons, Grebes — Up to 10 Com. Loons were present on Pablo and Ninepipe reservoirs in Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont., during the period (RLB); 1 was noted on May 24 at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. where the species is rarely seen. April 12 was a record early date for Horned, Eared and Pied-billed Grebes at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. (RAH, DRS & PDS), and April 20 was an early date for the Western Grebe in Park County, Mont. (RAH, DRS & PDS). Some 20-30 pairs of the last species were noted at Ninepipe Refuge during the migration (RLB).

Pelicans, Cormorants — White Pelicans were observed at McNary Refuge between April 18 and May 10, with a peak of 24. On April 16, 3 were sighted on the mill pond at Potlatch, Latah Co., Idaho, an unusual locality (EJL). In south-central Montana the species was first seen at Ennis Lake on April 12 (RAH & PDS). The first proof of nesting of the Double-crested Cormorant in the Bozeman, Mont. area was obtained on April 20 when birds were seen on nests in a rookery near Logan (RAH, DRS & PDSI. Four birds of this species were observed at McNary Refuge between April 27 and May 2.

Herons, Ibis — A Black-crowned Night-Heron was observed at Ninepipe Refuge on May 5. The species also was noted at McNary Refuge; near Moses Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (WH); near St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. (WH, S.A.S.); and at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. (DRP). There were several reports of White-faced Ibis: 3 at Ninepipe Refuge, April 19 (RD); 1 at Three Forks, Mont. and 1 at Harrison, Mont., both on May 25 (DRS & PDS); and an observation on the reservoir at Clark Canyon, Beaverhead Co., Mont., May 21 or 22 (LE, fide RE).

Swans — Whistling Swans moved through in good numbers, with 800 at Ennis Lake, March 29 (RAH & PDS) the largest concentration reported. Trumpeters were seen at Ennis Lake and Ruby Lake, Madison Co., Mont. (RAH & PDS); 1 was observed in a field near Eaglet Lake, Giscome, B.C., near Prince George, May 19, 20 and 22; 2 seen near Eloika Lake about 10 miles north of Chattaroy, Spokane Co., Wash. (S.A.S.) were probably from the flock at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. At that refuge 28 Trumpeters remained through the winter; 7 pairs were found in the general area during the report period, including a pair of nesters in the display pool at refuge headquarters.

Geese — A White-fronted Goose, rare in the Region, was seen near Eaglet Lake, Giscome, B.C. on May 22 and another was noted at St. Andrews, Wash. on April 10 (WH). Snow Geese were moving through western Montana from late March until about mid-April, with 250 seen at Ninepipe Refuge on April 11 (RLB). In eastern Washington 1-5 were found at St. Andrews (WH), Sprague (JA), Reardan (S.A.S.) and Turnbull Refuge. The single bird noted at the latter refuge remained at least to the end of the report period. Two Ross' Geese were identified at Ninepipe Refuge on April 18 (RLB).

Ducks — What was believed to be a male Mallard X Pintail hybrid was observed near Charlo, Mont. on March 26 (CJH). Green-winged Teal were very scarce at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont., and no breeding pairs of this species were present at McNary Refuge where 20 pairs were noted last year. Blue-winged Teal appeared to be outnumbered by Cinnamon Teal in some localities, with 7 nesting pairs of Blue-winged Teal and 29 of Cinnamon Teal noted at McNary Refuge and 46 and 122 nesting pairs, respectively, noted at Turnbull Refuge. Nesting populations of dabbling ducks at Turnbull Refuge appeared to be down 50 percent from 1968 totals, but this may have been due to their wider dispersal on excellent habitat. Up to 18 Wood Ducks were counted on a pond near C.J. Henry's house near Charlo, Mont. A European Widgeon was photographed at Ravalli Refuge on March 29 (RD) and what was probably the same individual was seen there two days later (RD & RLH); another was noted among Am. Widgeon on Coeur d'Alene Lake in northern Idaho, March 31 (SS). A male of this species also was noted at Sprague Lake, Wash. on April 11 (WH). Ruddy Ducks appeared to be up in numbers at some localities, particularly at Ravalli Refuge; in the Charlo, Mont. area (CJH); and at Columbia Refuge where the species showed an increase in nesting pairs in contrast to an overall decrease of 47 percent from last year's totals for all species of ducks. Two Com. Mergansers were still lingering at Columbia Refuge in late May (DRP). Red-breasted Mergansers were noted in Gallatin County, Mont. (RAH); at Ninepipe Refuge (RLB); and at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (WH, S.A.S.).

Vultures, Hawks — Turkey Vultures were late and few in number in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont. All observers in that valley agreed that hawks were definitely down in numbers, and Hand noted the same for nearby Missoula. At Walla Walla, Wash., the same trend appeared true for the Marsh Hawk, but not for other species (NFM). The Ferruginous Hawk, always scarce in the Region, was reportedly only from a spot 10 miles west of Odessa, Wash., April 19 (S.A.S.).

Gallinaceous birds — These suffered heavy winter losses at Turnbull Refuge where Ring-necked Pheasants were seen only occasionally during the spring, only 3 coveys of California Quail were observed, no Gray Partridges were found, and only 1 Ruffed Grouse was recorded. These birds appeared to come through the winter reasonably well at other localities, except that Ring-necked Pheasants seemed quite scarce in parts of the Bitterroot Valley. Chukars may have been wiped out in the Charlo, Mont area (CJH) and were decimated at the Nat'l Bison Range where only a few pairs were seen during the spring. Sharp-tailed Grouse were observed on a strutting ground north of Bozeman, April 10 (RAH). Sage Grouse were noted strutting west of Wilsall, Park Co., Mont., April 18 and 20 (RAH, DRS, PDS) and south of Creston, Lincoln Co., Wash., April 19-20 (WH, S.A.S.). A Turkey was seen on the west side of the Bitterroot Valley, and tracks indicated that 3 were present on Turnbull Refuge.

Cranes, Coot — Sandhill Cranes arrived at Belgrade, Mont. on April 4 (RAH). In Washington, the first migrants appeared during the last week of March near Sprague; some 600 were observed near St. Andrews on April 19 (S.A.S.); and 17 were seen near Almira, 
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Lincoln Co. on the next day (WH). At least 60 cranes were seen on May 10 at the head of Okanagan Lake near Vernon, B.C., and 3 were noted Sumpter, Baker Co., Oreg. on May 13 (JB). American Coot appeared to be present in their usual numbers despite some winter losses.

Shorebirds — A Black-bellied Plover, rare in spring in eastern Washington, was observed at Banks Lake, May 24-25 (JA, WH). Shorebird observation was good there because of extensive mud flats resulting from lowering of the water level to allow construction at the dam. Particularly interesting were observations there of a Whimbrel, studied through a telescope, on May 25 (S.A.S.) and a Willet, always rare in eastern Washington, on May 24-25 (WH, S.A.S.). Upland Plovers were reported only in the Spokane, Wash. vicinity, 4 birds, perhaps 2 pairs, being seen a few miles east of the city at Newman Lake junction on May 18 (WH). Record early dates for the Least Sandpiper and Lesser Yellowlegs in Gallatin County, Mont. were April 19 (PDS) and April 20 (RAH, DRS & PDS), respectively. An observation of 3 Pectoral Sandpipers near Manhattan, Mont. on May 11 (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS) constituted the first spring record there. The only other sighting of the species was at Hauser Lake junction near Spokane, May 11 (JA). A flock of 11 Marbled Godwits was sighted at Ravalli Refuge, April 23 (RLH), and a single bird was seen at Hauser Lake junction, May 18 (JA; WH, ER & JR). The species is scarce west of the Continental Divide and rare in eastern Washington. The seldom-found nest of a Wilson's Phalarope, with 4 eggs, vas located at Reardan, Wash., May 18 (WH).

Gulls, Terns — An immature Glaucous-winged Gull was noted on April 6-7 at the flooded driving range of Indian Canyon golf course at Spokane, along with 2 Herring, a few California and about 20 Ring-billed Gulls (JA & Mr. & Mrs. SOS). About 700 Ring-billed and 200 California Gulls were observed at McNary Refuge after a fish-killing operation there on April 2. Two to four Franklin's Gulls, rare in eastern Washington, were seen at Banks Lake, May 24-25 (JA, WH); in Park County, Mont. this species was noted on the record early arrival date of April 20 (RAH, DRS & PDS). A Com. Tern was noted at Reardan, Wash., May 3 (S.A.S.), and 2 Caspian Terns were seen at Banks Lake, May 25 (JA).

Doves, Owls — Rock Doves were noted perching on cliffs above Alta Lake near Pateros, Okanogan Co., Wash. (TW) and at Palouse Falls near Washtucna, Adams Co., Wash. (NFM), raising the possibility that they might be nesting. Mourning Doves appeared to be abundant although the population may have been down at McNary Refuge. At Three Forks, Mont., April 12 was an early date for the species. Some early individuals noted in the Bitterroot Valley may have wintered. A Barn Owl roosted on a cliff near Crab Creek at Columbia Refuge, May 24-25 (DRP); 1 appeared in Prineville, Oreg. where it frequented the rafters of buildings at a lumber mill and received protection from the workers (GM). A Great Gray Owl came forth in response to the playing of a tape recording of the Pygmy Owl's notes in Pattee Canyon just southeast of Missoula, Mont., May 18 (RD). The Burrowing Owl was noted near Baker, Oreg., at Walla Walla, Wash. (NFM), and at McNary Refuge where it was described as common. A pair of Long-eared Owls was noted near St. Andrews, Wash. in the spot where a pair has nested in previous years (S.A.S.).

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds — The Com. Nighthawk presents an interesting problem in the Region. The arrival dates were mostly around May 30-31, although June 3 was considered early for the Bitterroot Valley. Several were noted at Prineville, Oreg. around May 21 (GM), which appears logical, but an arrival date of May 31 for Prince George, B.C. seems remarkable. Several Poor-wills were heard near Alta Lake, Wash., May 30-June 1 (TW). Vaux's Swift passed through Prineville, April 28-May 2 (GM), was seen over Ravalli Refuge on May 17 (MG) and over Hamilton, Mont. on May 19, and was first observed in British Columbia at Nixon, south of Prince George, on May 21. White-throated Swifts were first noted in the Bozeman area on April 27, and were observed at Ravalli Refuge on May 17 (MG). In eastern Washington the species was first seen on April 10 in the Grand Coulee area of Grant County (WH); on April 19, some 350 birds were noted in that area (S.A.S.). Hummingbird records were sparse everywhere, and several reporters commented upon the group's scarcity.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers — Red-shafted Flickers seemed definitely down in numbers in the Bitterroot Valley and at Walla Walla, Wash. (NFM), but their numbers appeared to be normal elsewhere. In the Bitterroot Valley, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, Hairy Woodpeckers and Downy Woodpeckers also appeared to have declined in numbers. The Downy was suspected of having suffered heavy loss at Turnbull Refuge as a result of the severe winter. Arrival of the Eastern Kingbird at Manhattan, Mont. on May 11 (EH, RAH, DRS & PDS) tied the early record for that area. The species also was rather early in the Bitterroot Valley on May 17 (CB). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was seen at Crab Creek, Columbia Refuge, May 25 (DRP & EOW); several were seen 25-40 miles south of Prineville, June 1 (GM). Birds believed to be Hammond's Flycatchers were first seen at Vernon, B.C. on May 11. For sake of comparison, first observations of the W. Wood Pewee were: May 13, Spokane (S.A.S.); May 14, Prineville (GM); May 15, Bitterroot Valley (BT); May 19, Missoula, Mont. and Prince George, B.C.; May 22, Baker, Oreg.; May 25, Three Forks, Mont. (DRS & PDS). First dates for Olive-sided Flycatchers, noted at only two localities, were May 10 near Spokane (JA) and May 19 at Prince George.

Swallows — The first Violet-green and Tree Swallows arrived at Spokane on March 21, about two weeks later than usual. Warren Hall commented that the swallow migration illustrated the general movement of birds there this spring, with early migrants delayed by cold and persistent snow but with movements on schedule by May 1. Nearby Turnbull Refuge, however, reported that Tree Swallows had been present in "extremely large numbers" since March 13. Tree Swallows had reached Williams Lake, B.C. by April 7 (CS). Only 263 Bank Swallows were banded over the 
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Memorial Day weekend at Brewster, Wash. where up to 1500 have been banded in previous years' efforts; the colonies have relocated and the birds have dispersed (TW).

Wrens — April 16 was a very early date for the House Wren at Three Forks, Mont. (RAH). For comparison, arrival dates for a few other localities were: Spokane, April 26 (S.A.S.); Prineville, April 27 (GM); Vernon, B.C., April 28; Nat'l Bison Range, May 4; and Bitterroot Valley, May 10 (BT). The Long-billed Marsh Wren apparently was hard-hit by the winter's severity in some localities. Only 2 were noted at Ravalli Refuge (ED); the species was much reduced in numbers at Columbia Refuge (DRP); none were found during April and May at McNary Refuge where the species was a very abundant nester last year. At Turnbull Refuge, however, an estimated 200 birds were present during the period, with first arrival noted on March 31. Cañon Wrens had arrived in Madison County, Mont. by May 11 (EH & RAH). Rock Wrens, expected in the Bitterroot Valley by mid-May, had not yet appeared by the close of the report period.

Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings — An almost albino Robin that appeared at Missoula, Mont. on April 1 seemed to be mated to a normally colored bird. The species was first seen at Prince George on March 30 (CS). The first observation date for Swainson's Thrush at Prince George is interesting to compare with those for other localities: Prince George, May 28; Missoula, May 28; Bozeman, May 21; Spokane, May 19 (S.A.S.); Big Creek, Bitterroot Valley, May 17 (MG). A migrant Swainson's Thrush was seen at Vantage in the treeless central portion of Washington on May 25 (DRP). Mountain Bluebirds appeared to have leveled off in the Bitterroot Valley after several years of increase. Hall commented that the breeding populations of both Western and Mountain Bluebirds are far below what they were before the appearance of Starlings about 20 years ago, and Barber commented similarly regarding the Mountain Bluebird at the Nat'l Bison Range. This species had reached Prince George by May 30. Golden-crowned Kinglets were reported in the Bitterroot Valley and around Spokane but appeared to be rather scarce at both localities. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet was reported at Vernon, B.C. on April 6, which was described as a late date, although it sounds early for the rest of us, farther south. A few other first dates for this species were: Walla Walla, April 9 (NFM); Missoula, April 12; Spokane, April 13 (THR); Bozeman, April 16 (RAH & PDS); and Prince George, April 14. Apparently very few Cedar Waxwings wintered, since most areas did not note the species until May. Spokane had a few earlier sightings.

Shrikes, Vireo, Warblers — The first Loggerhead Shrikes were noted on March 14 at Missoula; although the date is very early, the birds were positively identified. April 20 was the first observation date in Douglas County, Wash. (WH) and Lincoln County, Wash. (FBH), and April 27 was the first date for Ennis, Mont. (RAH & PDS). The species also was reported from the Bison Range. The observation of a Red-eyed Vireo at Prineville, Oreg., June 1 and 7 (JK & GM) was unusual. The Tennessee Warbler was first heard singing at Prince George on May 31. The Orange-crowned Warbler was noted at Bozeman on the record early date of May 1 (PDS). Nashville Warblers were noted in eastern Washington and Oregon from April 22 on (FBH) and the species was described as a common migrant at Prineville, with a peak of at least 10 seen at Medical Lake and Willow Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. between April 27 and May 3 (WH, S.A.S.); 1 at Prineville on May 15 (GM); and 1 at Columbia Refuge, May 21 (DRP). Surprisingly, Prince George reported the earliest date for Audubon's Warbler, April 14; Spokane ranked second with an April 15 observation. A male Hermit Warbler was observed at close range in Spokane on May 26 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). The Northern Waterthrush was first heard singing at Prince George on May 18; on the same day 1 was heard singing in a thicket by a pond in the Dishman Hills at Spokane (THR); the first date for this species in the Bozeman area was May 25, at Manhattan (DRS& PDS). A concentration of 10 singing male Yellow-breasted Chats was found on Crab Creek, Columbia Refuge in late May (DRP).

Blackbirds — Bobolinks appeared on May 18 at Belgrade, Mont. (DRS & PDS) and on May 16, a very early date, in the Bitterroot Valley (BT). Near Charlo, Mont. where the species has been very rare for the last 10 years, several were observed in late May (RLB), with some remaining into the first week of June (EWK). The Western Meadowlark was heard singing at the Prince George Experimental Farm, May 27-31; the species is rare at this locality. Yellow-headed Blackbirds gave the impression of equaling or exceeding Red-winged Blackbirds in numbers at some localities, particularly Reardan, Wash. (S.A.S.); an estimated 500 birds in one flock were sighted at Ninepipe Refuge on May 7 (RLH). Brewer's Blackbirds successfully wintered at the Prince George garbage dump (CS).

Finches — Evening Grosbeaks were rated common to astonishingly abundant at many localities, with the species described as abundant at Vernon, hundreds seen in the Bitterroot Valley, and a flock of some 300 birds observed at Spokane on April 30 (WH). At Missoula a peak occurred, May 20-31. On May 29 an estimated 2000-3000 were noted on the University of Montana campus, 1000 in Bonner Park, and an average of 60-100 per block throughout the entire south side residential area of Missoula, with other concentrations reported in the suburbs to the west, north and east of the city. House Finches continued to write history in western Montana. At Missoula they apparently were nesting in several residential areas and were noted also on the city's outskirts. In the Bozeman area, where there have been scattered observations for several years, several pairs were present in the towns in the lower part of the area, particularly Three Forks and Manhattan. The species was found routinely in Manhattan after April 27. April 16 was a record late date for the Com. Redpoll at Bozeman: the species was still common at Prince George on April 6 (CS). Pine Siskins were rated common to abundant in the mountainous eastern part of the Region and as far west as Spokane. Red Crossbills appeared to be scarce 
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in western Montana and British Columbia but were common in the Spokane area and in the mountains near Prineville, Oreg. (GM). A White-winged Crossbill that wintered in Bozeman was last seen on March 14 (RAH).

Sparrows — Green-tailed Towhees were first noted in Gallatin County, Mont. on May 22 (RAH). A breeding pair was noted on Pine Mountain in the Prineville area, June 1 (GM). A singing male Lark Bunting, which appeared to be on territory, was found on the southwestern corner of Ninepipe Refuge near Charlo, Mont., May 23; this is the second record in 11 years here for the observer (CJH). A definite movement of Savannah Sparrows was noted in Lincoln County and Grant County, Wash. on April 20 when at least 25 birds were counted (WH); an early individual was noted at Missoula on April 6. A single Grasshopper Sparrow was reported, on May 21 near Fairchild Air Force Base west of Spokane (S.A.S.). Two Sage Sparrows had arrived near Marlin, Grant Co., Wash. by April 10 (WH). Slate-colored Juncos were noted regularly at Bozeman until late April (DRS). The Clay-colored Sparrow was reported only from the Bozeman area, with the first observation on May 25 at Manhattan (DRS & PDS). A Harris' Sparrow, reported wintering in the vicinity of the University of Montana campus at Missoula, was seen and heard singing between April 3 and 17 (RD). One that frequented a feeding station at Spokane all winter started singing in late March but had only partly changed to breeding plumage when it left, May 4 (LM). Two males that wintered at Jim Grant's feeder at Lavington, B.C., left on the night of April 30; a third bird, believed to be a female, was last seen on May 5. White-crowned Sparrows were common at some localities but appeared scattered at others. About 100 in the Spokane area, May 1 (WH) perhaps represented a peak. At Vernon the species was abundant until April 30 but apparently made a mass exodus that night. Birds of this species were first seen at Prince George on April 29 (CS). Golden-crowned Sparrows were noted on several occasions on McNary and Ringold Refuges near Pasco, Wash. and 1 was seen on May 2 at Granite Lake, Wash. (WH). A Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Baker, Oreg. on April 22; 2 were seen at Medical Lake, Wash. on April 27 (JA); and 1 was observed at Spokane on May 26 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). McCown's Longspur appeared on April 27 at Three Forks, Mont. The last Lapland Longspur was seen in that general area on March 8.

Corrigenda — In the Nesting Season Report for 1968, the reference to a possible Gray Flycatcher at Turnbull Refuge on May 31 (Audubon Field Notes 22:630) should be deleted. In the Fall Migration Report, the reference in the first sentence under Gallinaceous Birds (Audubon Field Notes 23:83) should read Blue Grouse, not Blue Geese.

Contributors — (Sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated). — (JA), James Acton; John R. Akin, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. and vicinity; (RLB), Robert L. Barber, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (CB), Carol Boyd; (JB), Joanne Brown; Thomas Charmley, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (ED), Elanore Devan; (RD), Robert Dyer; (LE), Leroy Ellig; (RE), Robert Eng; Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley, including Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont.; (MG), Marion Gebhard; James Grant, interior British Columbia; (WH), Warren Hall; (RLH), Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (EH), Eve Hays; (RAH), R. A. Hays; (CJH), C. J. Henry; (FBH), Frances B. Huston; (JK), John Knox; (EWK), Ernest W. Kraft; (EJL), Earl J. Larrison; Jon M. Malcom, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (NFM), Niel F. Meadowcroft; (LM), Lorena Miller; (GM), Gerald Morsello; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (ER), Ed Reynolds; (JR), Janet Reynolds; (THR), Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS), Donald R. Skaar, (PDS), P.D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis-Three Forks, Mont. area; (CS), Cyril Smith; (S.A.S.), Spokane Audubon Society; Mr. & Mrs. SOS, Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (SS), Shirley Sturts; (BT), Betsy Tveter; (TW), Terry Wahl; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area; (EOW), Edwin O. Willis. 


Spring Migration, 1969

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

A heat wave in Wyoming and Utah during the last half of May advanced the timing of the migration, with the result that movement there was largely over by the first of June. Although the Great Basin was warm and dry throughout much of the reporting period, spring was very wet in the Rockies west of Denver, and the migration was described as poor there. In a half day of mist-netting at Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Colo., Allegra Collister trapped only two birds, far below average. At Durango, Colo. where early arrivals, late arrivals and some late-lingering winter residents were recorded, Oppie Reames described the migration as odd and without pattern.

Swans, Geese, Ducks — A count of 45 adult Trumpeter Swans at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon during the report period was a new high for this colony (ELMcL). A total of 800 Canada Geese nesting in the vicinity of Monte Vista Nat'l 
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Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado represented an increase over last year (CRB), but at Bear River Marshes in Utah, gosling production dropped to 1092 from last year's total of 1486, a decrease perhaps reflecting better water conditions outside the refuge so that breeding birds were not as concentrated this year (LG). In the great Klamath Basin of eastern Oregon, the duck population dropped drastically, from 30,000 Mallards last year to 3500 this year and from 570,000 Pintail last year to 250,000 this year (RLV). Otherwise, the waterfowl migration in the Klamath Basin was much the same as last year. At Stillwater Wildlife Management Area in western Nevada, water conditions were excellent, with a 13 percent increase in breeding duck populations (LDN). About the same number of nesting ducks as last year was reported from Monte Vista Refuge; there are principally Mallards at this refuge and an early May count yielded a total of 15,500 birds (CRB). The observation of a pair of Fulvous Tree Ducks near Cedar City in southern Utah on May 10 (SM) constituted the first record for that area. A female Canvasback and 3 young were noted at Bear River Marshes (LG); this locality is rather far south for the Canvasback.

Eagles — The only encouraging report of Golden Eagles came from Malheur Refuge where 10 nests were described as doing well (ELMcL). The central Wyoming population of this species, which has been perhaps the largest in the nation, experienced the destruction of a number of nests owing to human disturbance, including shooting (OKS).

Gallinules, Shorebirds — Near Utah Lake in central Utah, 2 Com. Gallinules were seen on May 18 (GK); the species is only casual in Utah. On May 17, 2 Mountain Plover were observed in South Park, a high-grassland in the Rockies west of Denver where the species probably breeds (RG). The sighting of a Whimbrel at Malheur Refuge on May 3 (BD) constituted the refuge's first record of the species; this is surprising as the Whimbrel is common on the coast and is occasionally seen inland elsewhere and since Malheur is one of the most intensively birded areas in the Region. A count of 500 Greater Yellowlegs at Lower Klamath Nat'l Wildlife Refuge on April 11 (JH) was the largest concentration reported in recent years. The observation of a Dunlin at Grand Junction on April 10 (LFE) was an unusual record for western Colorado; a total of 275 at Malheur Refuge on May 3 (ELMcL) seemed high for an inland area.

Swifts, Martin, Dipper, Thrasher — A sizable concentration of 2000 White-throated Swifts seen on April 17 over the Cedar Valley of southern Utah (SM) may perhaps be explained by the occurrence of rain in the nearby mountains. A Purple Martin was seen on May 10 at Durango, Colo. (OR); the species is rare there. High water resulting from the wet weather wreaked havoc with Dipper nesting in the Rockies west of Denver (WWB). A Brown Thrasher was seen at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in central Idaho on May 11 (DLC); this constituted the second record for Idaho.

Starling, Warblers, Icterids — Starlings are on the increase in the Region. One was observed feeding two juvenile cowbirds at Nampa in western Idaho on May 27 (HES). There were almost no unusual warblers reported during the season. The sole exception was a Black-and-white Warbler seen on May 21 at Malheur Refuge where the species is very rare (ELMcL). Bobolinks were again found in wet meadows near Utah Lake on May 18 (GK); this area had dried up in the past and the Bobolink had disappeared, but with this year's high water the species reappeared. Occurrence of the Bobolink is very local throughout the Region.

Finches, Sparrows — Red Crossbills were absent from the Rockies west of Denver (VR) and from central Wyoming (OKS). A Harris' Sparrow observation on May 15 and for several days thereafter at Durango (OR) was a rare record for that area. A White-throated Sparrow that spent the winter on the upper Wind River near Dubois in central Wyoming finally disappeared on May 5 (MB).

Contributors — (MB), Mary Back; (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (AC), Allegra Collister; (BD), Bruce Deuel; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (LG), Lloyd Gunther; (RG), Robert Gustafson; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (OR), Oppie Reames; (VR), Van Remsen; (HES), Mrs. H. E. Shaw; (RLV), Robert L. Van Wormer.


Spring Migration, 1969

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Temperatures were average to a bit below average during April and May, while precipitation during April and May was less than average. Observers suggested that the very severe winter with record snowfalls and cold weather in the lowlands took a heavy toll of Winter, Bewick's and Long-billed Marsh Wrens and possibly of Western Meadowlarks and Oregon Juncos also, all of which were remarked as being down in numbers in substantial portions of the Region.

Loons, Grebes, Pelagic Birds — Common Loons were seen daily at Comox, B.C. to the end of the report period, peak numbers of 30 in a day being present in the second week of May (VG). An estimated 2000 Arctic Loons were noted at Comox on x May 16 (VG); the species also was seen migrating in large numbers off the southwestern Washington coast on the same weekend (DRP, ZS). A Red-necked Grebe was last seen at Comox on May 21 (VG), a late date. Between 200 and 300 Sooty Shearwaters were present off the mouth of the Columbia River on April 26 (HBN); 400 were seen off Westport, Wash., May 18 (DRP). A recently dead Fork-tailed Petrel was found at Leadbetter Point, Wash. on May 18 (MK & HBN).

Cormorants, Herons — About 800 Brandt's Cormorants were noted at Active Pass, B.C. on April 15 (VG); 200 in small flocks were moving south past the north jetty of the Columbia on May 18 (DRP). Great Blue Herons were said by personnel of the Lake Terrell, Wash. Game Range to have suffered considerable winter mortality (fide TRW), but the species was seen in normal numbers at many other places in the Region. A Green Heron was observed at Montesano, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., May 16 (DRP); in Oregon, individuals were seen at Portland, Tillamook Bay, Salem, Lebanon, Eugene and Medford where birds were seen frequently. An Am. Bittern was seen at the south jetty of the Columbia again this spring, on April 26 (HBN).

Waterfowl — Canada Geese were still migrating past Comox, B.C. on May 12 when a flock of 50 flew over (VG). More than 1600 Black Brant were noted at Comox on April 23, with 2 individuals on May 16 the last seen there (VG); 20 birds were still present at Willapa Bay, Wash. on May 17 (ZS). Twenty White-fronted Geese also were seen at Willapa Bay on May 17 (ZS); at Comox, 100 were noted on April 21, with 38 still there eight days later (VG). Some 300 Snow Geese were still frequenting the Skagit Flats north of Seattle on April 7 (DRP). Green-winged, Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal were seen from Salem, Oreg. north to Comox, B.C. in scattered locations and numbers until very near the end of the report period. European Widgeon disappeared from the Region early, the last report being of 1 bird at Seattle, April 4 (VEC). A lone Am. Widgeon was observed at Leadbetter Point on May 17 (DRP). Wood Ducks were seen north as far as Comox this spring. Four Ring-necked Ducks were noted at Sauvie Is. northwest of Portland on the late date of April 25 (HBN); others were seen on Keechelus Lake, Kittitas Co., Wash., April 27 (VEC). Six Greater Scaup were still at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 24 (JG, MK & HBN); 4 Lesser Scaup were seen at Salem, Oreg., May 13 (TM). Three Barrow's Goldeneyes in the Cascades east of Salem on May 30 (JBC & WT) presumably were on breeding station. A Bufflehead seen at Willapa Bay, May 17 (ZS) was late; a total of 175 at Victoria on April 9 (ARD) was a good count. Two pairs of Oldsquaws were in breeding dress at Dungeness, Clallam Co., Wash., May 4 (DRP); small numbers were seen at Comox from mid-April to mid-May, with a maximum of 21 on April 17 (VG). Both White-winged and Surf Scoters apparently were migrating through the northern half of the Region in May; Com. Scoters also were seen in greater than usual numbers, with reports of groups of 30 at the south jetty of the Columbia on April 26 (HBN), 50 at Comox on April 28 (VG), and 12 at Ilwaco, Wash. on May 17 (ZS).

Hawks, Eagles — Goshawks were reported from Gaston, Washington Co., Oreg., May 2 (JG) and from near Lava Lake in the Oregon Cascades east of Sweet Home, May 30 (JBC & WT). Several nests of both Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were found in the 
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Corvallis, Oreg. area this spring after assiduous searching by Eric Forsman. A Swainson's Hawk was observed at Lake Terrell near Bellingham, Wash. on April 27 (J. Duemmel, fide TRW). According to The Friday Harbour Journal, 8 of 13 known Bald Eagle nest sites in the San Juan Islands were in use this spring, 1 less than the 8-year average (fide TRW). At least 2 adults and 2 immatures of this species were seen regularly at Comox through the spring (VG). Ospreys were observed in a greater variety of places than usual: 2 at Medford, March 30 (JH); a pair at Victoria, April 9 (ARD); 1 at Fidalgo Is. near Anacortes, Wash., April 19 (DRP); 1 at Comox, May 8-26 (VG); 1 at Bellingham on May 15, 1 at Leadbetter Point on May 17, and 1 at Silver Lake near Bellingham, May 22 (TRW). On April 26, a dark-phase Gyrfalcon was seen kiting on the wind and drifting southward over the dunes at the south jetty of the Columbia; a bit later it had returned northward and was seen over the mouth of the river (HBN). On April 5, Vic Goodwill, who is a careful observer, watched a Prairie Falcon on the Saanich Peninsula about 8 miles north of Victoria, B.C.; the bird was under observation both at rest and while in flight through 20X and 30X telescope magnification for a period of some 8 minutes; there was no evidence of jesses on the bird's legs. The species has not been seen previously in the Victoria area, so far as we know. A Pigeon Hawk was seen at Courtenay, B.C. on April 29, and a pair was seen there on May 6 (VG); single birds also occurred at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 3, at Leadbetter Point on May 18 (JG), and at Comox, May 16 (VG).

Crane, Shorebirds — A lone Sandhill Crane was seen north of Victoria on May 17 (R. McKenzie-Grieve, fide ARD). Semipalmated Plovers and Black-bellied Plovers were observed in the usual good spring migration numbers at the mouth of the Columbia River and at Willapa Bay from the last week of April until after mid-May; up to 10 of both species also were seen during the same period at Comox, Dungeness and Skagit. Snowy Plovers were recorded from the south jetty of the Columbia and from Leadbetter Point in May. Four Surfbirds were still at the north jetty of the Columbia, May 16-17 (DRP, TRW). Ruddy Turnstones were recorded on a number of occasions during the first three weeks of May on the southwestern Washington coast, at Dungeness where a peak of 30 was noted on May 4 (DRP), and at Victoria. A few Black Turnstones still lingered at the north jetty of the Columbia and at Leadbetter Point on May 16-17 (DRP, ZS). Spring records of the Long-billed Curlew in this Region are very scarce; thus, two occurrences this spring, one at Jacksonville near Medford, Oreg., April 3 (R. Niedemier, fide JH) and one on the Skagit Flats on April 26 (DRP), are of considerable interest. Whimbrels were again widely reported this spring from Yaquina Bay at Newport, Oreg., April 7 (TM & HBN) and intermediate points north to Comox, May 20 (VG); peak numbers were an estimated 90-100, a most unusual concentration, in a field near Bellingham on May 6 and 7 (TRW). Solitary Sandpipers were seen singly near Talent, Jackson Co., Oreg. on April 20 (fide JH), in the Columbia River bottoms at Portland on April 24 (HBN), and at :Courtenay, B.C. on May 6 (VG). This spring's records of Wandering Tattlers were concentrated coincidentally on the weekend of May 16 and 17 from the Columbia River to Westport, Wash. and Victoria, B.C., 25 at Ilwaco, Wash. being the maximum. Greater Yellowlegs were scattered throughout western Washington and Oregon through the report period. Lesser Yellowlegs were seen in the last week of April at Skagit (DRP), Sauvie Is. (HBN), and Kent, Wash. (VEC) and on May 17 at Leadbetter Point (ZS). A Rock Sandpiper was last seen at Victoria on May 1 (ARD). Over 50 Knots were seen in the vicinity of the south jetty of the Columbia on May 3 (HBN), while 5 were noted at Leadbetter Point on May 17 (ZS). A rare spring record of a Pectoral Sandpiper occurred with the discovery of a lone bird of this species at Ascot, B.C. on May 3 (ARD). Least Sandpipers apparently were at maximum numbers around the first if May. An estimated 12,000 Dunlin at the south jetty if the Columbia on May 3 (HBN, et al.) was a good count for this species; several hundred were still at Leadbetter Point on May 16 and 17 (DRP) and at Westport on May 18 (ZS). Small flocks of Short-billed Dowitchers, in numbers up to 42, were reported from Newport, Oreg., the south jetty of the Columbia, Leadbetter Point, Skagit, Dungeness and Whidbey Is., Wash. from April 7 through May 16-17. A group of 16 Long-billed Dowitchers was reported at McMinnville, Oreg., April 13 (JG); 5-30 were seen at a pool between Comox and Courtenay, B.C., May 6-20 (VG). Western sandpipers were at peak numbers in the southern half of the Region from late April to mid-May. Marbled Godwits appeared singly at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., April 7 (TM & HBN), at the south jetty of the Columbia, May 3 (JG), and at Ilwaco, Wash., May 17 (ZS). A Sanderling at Fern Ridge Reservoir west of Eugene, Oreg., on May 18 (AL, et al.) was quite out of the ordinary, although this species was still considerably in evidence along the coast on that date. Wilson's Phalaropes were seen in numbers up to 7 at once between May 8 and May 24 at Salem, Sauvie Is., the south jetty of the Columbia, Leadbetter Point, Bellingham and Comox-Courtenay, B.C. Small flocks if Northern Phalaropes were seen on a boat trip out of Westport, May 18 (TRW, et al.); 3 were seen at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 24 (HBN).

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns — At least 6 Parasitic Jaegers were seen in Grays Harbor, Wash. on May 17 and 18 (TRW, ZS, DRP, et al.); 2 were noted at the north jetty of the Columbia on May 17 (TRW). A Glaucous Gull was seen on April 7 at Clover Point, Victoria, where the same or another bird was seen on April 26 also (Ralph Fryer, VG); a second-year bird of this species was observed at Comox on April 24 (VG). Several hundred California Gulls seen at Bellingham on April 9 were thought to be migrating (TRW). Mew Gulls had apparently left the Region by mid-April. Bonaparte's Gulls were evidently in migration northward along the southern Oregon coast on May3 when an estimated 400 birds were seen; very few were to be seen there six days later (JH & OS). Several hundred were noted on May 7 at Bellingham where,
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except for that count, Bonaparte's Gulls were reported as below numbers of an average year (TRW). A Heermann's Gull was seen at Clover Point, Victoria, May 29 (fide ARD); this is an unprecedented early date for this usually post-breeding northward wanderer. Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen from Tillamook, Oreg. north to Anacortes, Wash. and in the Bellingham-Victoria-Comox area from the last week of April to the last week of May, with an estimated 1000 birds, mostly immatures, along the southwestern Washington coast, May 16-18 constituting by far the high count. About a dozen Sabine's Gulls were observed off the entrance to Tillamook Bay on May 11 (GK), some coming to within 50 feet of the jetty; a few were seen at Westport and 1 was seen offshore of Westport on May 18 (TRW). A Com. Tern was seen at Sand Lake near Cape Lookout, Oreg., April 26 (JG), and hundreds of this species were noted at Grays Harbor, Wash., May 17 and 18 (TRW, ZS & DRP). A few Arctic Terns were satisfactorily identified at the entrance to Tillamook Bay on May 11 (GK) and at the mouth of the Columbia on May 24 (HBN). Three Caspian Terns were seen in the vicinity of Gold Beach, Oreg. on April 12 (OS); 2 appeared on April 26 at the south jetty of the Columbia where the species was still present at the end of the report period (HBN); 3 were noted at Tillamook on May 11 (GK).

Alcids — Over 1000 Com. Murres were seen along the southwestern Washington coast, May 16, 17 and 18 (DRP). Pigeon Guillemots, in numbers between 3 and 20, were seen at Newport, Oreg. on April 7 (HBN) and in Washington at Whidbey Is. on April 19, Dungeness on May 4, and Westport on May 18 (DRP). Up to 8 Marbled Murrelets were seen sporadically at Comox from April 15 through May (VG); 5 were seen at Dungeness on May 4 and 5 at Westport on May 18 (DRP). Four Cassin's Auklets were observed at the Tillamook jetty on May 11 (GK). Twelve Rhinoceros Anklets were seen at Whidbey Is. on April 19 and about 35 were counted along the southwestern Washington coast, May 16-18 (DRP). Tufted Puffins were reported only from Tillamook where 4 were seen in the ocean on May 11 (GK).

Pigeons, Doves, Owls — On April 2, 16 Band-tailed Pigeons reached Terrace, B.C., where a month later the observer (HRV) saw 38 birds; numbers of this species in the Portland area reflected an influx of spring migrants about mid-April. Only a few Mourning Doves were seen in the Victoria area this spring (ARD), and numbers may have been rather below normal in western Washington and northwestern Oregon. A Long-eared Owl nest containing 3 young birds was found north of Corvallis in April (R. Reynolds, fide EF). Saw-whet Owls were found to be fairly regular and in good numbers around Corvallis and Eugene this spring by observers (EF & LBM) who made a point of attempting to discover these birds.

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds — A Poor-will was discovered on Spencer Butte at Eugene, May 14 and was still there on May 17 (LBM); the bird was well seen and carefully identified. This constitutes the Region's third spring record of this extremely rare species in the last three years. Common Nighthawks appeared suddenly in the Region, as is their habit, in the last three days of May, showing up during that period at Medford, Lava Lake in the Oregon Cascades, Portland and Seattle. Eight Black Swifts were seen at Comox on May 27 and 20 were present there by May 30 (VG); at Terrace, B.C., considerably to the north, 20 had been seen on April 15 (HRV). Vaux's Swifts were more widely reported than usual: on April 20, a flock of 250-300 appeared at Corvallis where approximately the same numbers of the species were present for about two weeks, after which only the breeding population remained (EF); 70 were seen at McMinnville, Oreg., April 23 (JG); 2 reached Courtenay, B.C. by May 6 (VG); the species was widespread in the Oregon Cascades by the end of the period and had been recorded additionally at Medford, Seaside and Portland, Oreg. and at Snoqualmie Summit, McKenna, Leadbetter Point and Westport, Wash. A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was seen on May 10 (M. McGraw & JH) and May 30 (JH & HBN) at the McGraw feeders on the Rogue River, four miles southwest of Shady Cove, Oreg., where the first record for the Region was obtained last spring. Three Calliope Hummingbirds also were seen there on May 30 (JH & HBN); 2 individuals of this species were seen at Ashland, Oreg. on April 26 (fide OS) and 3 males were displaying in Portland's Forest Park on April 30 (HBN). The McGraw feeders at Shady Cove also attracted Broad-tailed Hummingbirds again this spring, with a male and several females seen on May 10 (M. McGraw & JH) and a female seen on May 30 (JH & HBN). At Terrace, B.C., the first Rufous Hummingbird of the season was not seen until May 10 (HRV). An Allen's Hummingbird was observed north of Brookings, Oreg. on April 12 (OS).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows —Lewis' Woodpecker continued to be extremely scarce, the only report being of 2 seen at Lebanon, Oreg. on May 7 (WT). A female Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was seen in the burn at Big Lake, at the Santiam summit in the Oregon Cascades, May 30 (JBC & WT). At least 7 pairs of Western Kingbirds — an unprecedented concentration for the Region — were noted in the Lebanon area after May 20 (WT); 1 bird was seen at Medford on April 29 (JH) and 2 at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 3 (HBN). An Ash-throated Flycatcher, rare in the Region, was seen at Medford on May 4 (JH). The small enclave of Eastern Phoebes in the Medford area was again present this spring, 3 birds being seen in separate locations on May 2, 2 of them by Gen. Hicks and 1 by Don Nichols. A Black Phoebe nest, later abandoned, was found on the Applegate River near Medford on the rather early date of April 13 (JH). A Traill's Flycatcher at Fogarty Creek State Park north of Newport, Oreg., on April 7 (HBN) was very early. Western Flycatchers seem to have come back from their apparent decline, at least in western Oregon, of the last few years; the species arrived at the end of April and was in evidence since then. Olive-sided Flycatchers appeared during the first week in May in the southern portion of the Region and a week later in the northern portion, apparently in good numbers. A few Skylarks were seen again this spring in the San Juan Islands of Washington, just south of Victoria 
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(TRW). Eighty Tree Swallows were noted at Terrace, B.C. on April 4 (HRV). Bank Swallows were reported only from Victoria, where 7 were seen on May 5 (R. Fryer, fide GAP) and from Sauvie Is., where 3 pairs were observed carrying nesting material on May 13 (HBN). An early Rough-winged Swallow was seen at Victoria on April 17 (VG). A Barn Swallow seen at Victoria on April 12 (ARD), the same day one was seen at Sauvie Is. (HBN), was also early. The sighting of 40 Cliff Swallows in Portland's Delta Park on April 5 (JG) may well have established the earliest Oregon arrival date for this species. Purple Martins appeared sparsely in the Region north to Comox in the first 10 days of May.

Wrentit, Wrens, Thrashers, Thrushes — A Wrentit was seen in Medford, an unusual location, on April 5 (OS). A House Wren was observed at McMinnville, Oreg., April 13 (JG); 1 was noted at Ashland, Oreg., April 26 (OS); 4 were seen at Victoria, May 3 (ARD); 1 was seen in Tacoma, Wash., May 4 (VEC); and 3 were found in a cut-over area north of Lava Lake, Oreg., May 30 (JBC & WT). Winter Wrens were very sparse around Victoria this spring (ARD) and were far from common in the Oregon Cascades east of Lebanon at the end of May (JBC & WT); the population of this species may have suffered drastically from the unusually severe weather and snow conditions this winter. Lack of records of Bewick's Wrens would indicate the same condition for that species. Several reporters thought Long-billed Marsh Wren numbers also were down significantly. A Sage Thrasher was seen on the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon, Oreg., May 3 (WT); this is the same place where the only other record of the species in the Region in recent years was obtained two years ago. Swainson's Thrushes observed seven miles north of Victoria on April 26 and at Courtenay, B.C. on April 29 (VG) were early arrivals; farther south, first arrivals were noted through the first 10 days of May, with one other early record, an individual seen at McMinnville on April 27 (JG). Nine Western Bluebirds were seen at Victoria on May 3 (ARD); a few were noted near Medford, May 30 (HBN, OS, et al.). A pair of Mountain Bluebirds nested at Terrace, B.C., where they were feeding young as early as May 27 (HRV); this constitutes the first nesting record in that vicinity which is on the west side of the coast range.

Gnatcatchers, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrike — A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was first seen at Medford on April 19 this year (OS); several pairs apparently were in residence on nearby Roxy Ann Butte by the end of May (HBN). A Water Pipit at Leadbetter Point on May 17 (DRP) and 2 at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 24 (HBN) were late. Cedar Waxwings had appeared in small flocks through much of the southern portion of the Region by the end of May; 4 noted at Victoria on May 24 (ARD) and 17 at Comox on May 26 (VG) were of interest, as these birds are not often seen on Vancouver Is. A Loggerhead Shrike was observed northeast of Lebanon, Oreg. on May 2 (WT). Numbers of nesting Starlings continued to increase in western Oregon.

Vireos, Warblers — Two Hutton's Vireos were recorded at Victoria, April 7 (ARD). Single Solitary Vireos were seen at Victoria on April 12 (ARD), at McMinnville on April 14 (JG), at Camano Is., Wash. on April 26 (DRP), and at Ashland, Oreg., also on April 26 (fide OS); other records of this species came from Lebanon, Salem and Seattle, all during the first week of May. Two Red-eyed Vireos were observed at Medford on May 14 (JH). We do not know whether or not to attribute any significance to the sparse mention of Warbling Vireos in observers' reports this spring. Orange-crowned Warblers appeared at Newport, Oreg. (HBN) and at Victoria, B.C. (ARD) during the first week of April and were widespread in the Region by May 1. Nashville Warblers were recorded in numbers in the Rogue River Valley, April 26 (JH) and were noted at Shelton, Wash., April 28 (Bob and Elsie Boggs, fide ES); Lebanon, Oreg., May 1 (WT); and Seattle, May 1 (EOW). An early Yellow Warbler was seen at Brookings, Oreg. on April 12 (OS). A Myrtle Warbler arrived at Terrace, B.C., April 13, and the first Audubon's Warbler was seen there on May 4 (HRV). Black-throated Gray Warblers were found at Medford, Lebanon and Portland by April 21 and arrived in the Seattle area in the last week of April. A number of Townsend's Warblers were observed in Victoria, April 13 (ARD). MacGillivray's Warbler was first seen in the Region at McMinnville on April 23 (JG). A Yellowthroat was noted at Lebanon as early as April 3 (WT); 1 was seen in Portland's Delta Park on April 5 (JG); 1 was noted in Victoria on April 6 (ARD). On April 26, 4 Wilson's Warblers were observed at Sand Lake, Oreg. (JG) and 1 at Ecola State Park, Cannon Beach, Oreg., (HBN); another was seen in Seattle on the next day (DRP). Yellow-breasted Chats were reported in western Oregon during the first week of May.

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles — Observers on the south end of Vancouver Is. considered Western Meadowlarks to be extremely scarce there this spring, another possible consequence of the severe winter. Two male Yellow-headed Blackbirds were seen at Sauvie Is. on April 12; numbers increased for the next two weeks at the end of which time the first females appeared; by May 10 individuals were conspicuous throughout the immediate area (HBN). Elsewhere, 8 were seen at Medford on May 1 (fide JH), 2 near Lebanon on May 7 (WT), and 3 at Marietta, Wash. on May 8 (TRW). Bullock's Orioles are not common in this Region; reports this spring came from Medford, Lebanon, Sauvie Is., Seattle, and again from the same area of Victoria where a male was seen last year and where at least 1 pair was present by the end of this report period. A bright, fully adult male Hooded Oriole was seen at close range in some low willows in a bog at the south jetty of the Columbia River on April 26 (HBN); this constitutes the second record for the Region so far as we know. Brown-headed Cowbirds were more than ever in evidence this spring, with a peak of 34 at Terrace, B.C. on May 19 (HRV) demonstrating a continued northward range extension.

Finches, Sparrows — Evening Grosbeaks were nowhere near as numerous in the Region this spring as they were last year but were nonetheless widely scattered even through May. Purple Finches were again numerous at Salem this spring (TM). Migrant Savannah 
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Sparrows appeared on the Tacoma tide flats on April 6 (VEC) and were present in numbers at Basket Slough, west of Salem on April 12 (TM). Vesper Sparrows also were seen in the latter place on April 12 (TM); several were seen in the San Juan Islands on May 11 (TRW). Oregon Juncos were said to be very scarce on the southern portion of Vancouver Is. (ARD). Sightings of a Chipping Sparrow at Victoria on April 8 (ARD) and 2 at Sauvie Is. on April 12 (HBN) were early records. A singing Brewer's Sparrow appeared at the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon on May 23 (WT); we know of no other record west of the Cascades. Two birds, each thought to be a hybrid White-crowned X Golden-crowned Sparrow were seen this spring, one at the Pittock Bird Sanctuary of the Portland Audubon Society in Portland, April 13-18 (HBN), the other at Bellingham on April 22 (TRW). A late Golden-crowned Sparrow was seen at Lava Lake in the Oregon Cascades, May 19 (WT, et al.). Lincoln's Sparrows were noted migrating through Medford in numbers, April 15 (JH); 1 was seen at Skagit, Wash. on April 26 and 1 at Dungeness on May 4 (DRP). Fox Sparrows appear to be regular nesting birds in the cut-over areas around and north of Lava Lake, where they were discovered last summer; at least 20 birds were seen on May 31 (WT). Another Swamp Sparrow was recorded for the Region when 1 was seen and heard singing along the Rogue River 15 miles north of Medford on April 5 (JH).

Contributors — (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (EF) Eric Forsman; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (VG) Vic Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (GK) Gordon Knight; (MK) Mark Koninendyke; (AL) A. Larrabee; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (LBM) Larry B. McQueen; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (ZS) Zella Schultz; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (EOW) Edwin O. Willis. 


The Nesting Season, 1969

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

The warm, dry weather of May continued well into June until broken by heavy downpours beginning around the end of the third week. Western Montana, in particular, bore the brunt of the rains: at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. precipitation totaled 5.34 inches (3.35 inches above normal), mostly falling during the last week of June; at Missoula, Mont. it was the third wettest June on record, with 1.49 inches falling in one day. Toward the west precipitation progressively lessened. At Spokane, Wash. the late June rains failed to bring the month's total of 1.14 inches up to the normal 1.49 inches. Walla Walla, Wash. received only 1.0 inch and Wenatchee, a scant 0.12 inch. Although the late June rains were heavy in the Kamloops—Okanagan area of southern British Columbia, precipitation in the Prince George area was only 26 percent of normal for June. Much of western Montana had a cool, showery first week in July, followed by hot, practically rainless weather lasting to the end of the report period. In eastern Washington a trace of rain fell early in July at some localities; except for this, rainless and hot conditions prevailed. Central interior British Columbia, around Prince George, was also warmer and drier than normal, but the southern portion of the province had conditions approaching normal. One received the impression that the severely cold and decidedly wet winter just past and, in the western part of the Region, the wet spring, may have influenced bird life as much as the summer weather. Low populations of some species can best be explained on the basis of heavy winter mortality. On the other hand, abundance of moisture in many localities produced excellent growth of vegetation and higher water levels, which should have been favorable to many species. Except for the cold, wet June in western Montana and extreme eastern Washington, the otherwise hot, dry summer appeared favorable for nesting. It will be interesting to see how rapidly the supposedly winter-decimated species will recover to normal population levels.

Loons, Grebes — The Com. Loon, unusual in the southern part of the Region in summer, was seen at three localities, being noted in Missoula County, Mont., June 6 (RAH), with 1 observed at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (WH) and 1 noted near Clarkston, Asotin Co., Wash., June 11 (MJP). Young of all species of grebes frequenting the Region, except for the Horned Grebe, were reported. At Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., summer populations of 250 Eared Grebes and 500 Pied-billed Grebes were reported.

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons — The White Pelican was observed in the Bozeman, Mont. area; a few were seen on several occasions and 31 on July 31 at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. and about 30 were noted on July 10 at Pantage Lake in the vicinity of Prince George, B.C. Pelicans frequently visit Pantage Lake but do not nest there. Double-crested Cormorants nested at the rookery at Logan, west of Bozeman, Mont. Two immature Black-crowned Night-Herons observed at Harrison Lake, Harrison, Mont. on Aug. 9 (CB, HC, LM, DRS & PDS) constituted the 
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third record for that area. Nests of this species were reported near St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. in April (S.A.S.). The population at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. was estimated at 10 and the population at McNary Refuge was estimated at 250.

Waterfowl — Of the 28 Trumpeter Swans that wintered at Turnbull Refuge, Wash., 20 dispersed. Reports of 7 pairs on or near the refuge were affirmed. Two pairs of pinioned swans nested at the display pond and produced 2 cygnets. Another pair nesting just off the refuge hatched 1 young. Duck nesting at Turnbull Refuge appeared to have been very successful as a result of high water levels, excellent vegetative cover and a cool spring. Although the breeding population was down, survival of the young was high. The Mallard population at this refuge was estimated at 1000. Redheads, with a breeding population of 800, were the most important summer residents, and 80 broods were counted. In contrast, brood counts at Columbia Refuge, Wash. were down about 40 percent from last year, with Ruddy Duck the only species showing an increase. A brood of Harlequin Ducks was seen on the Ashnola River on June 22 and another was noted on the Similkameen River on June 15, both localities near Manning Provincial Park in extreme southern British Columbia (DL). An adult male White-winged Scoter was seen at Medical Lake, Spokane, Wash. on the unusual date of June 5 (WH). A male Surf Scoter was noted on Lodi Lake southeast of Prince George, B.C., June 12.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles — Turkey Vulture sightings were reported in the Bitterroot Valley around Hamilton, Mont.; in Pend Oreille, Spokane and Stevens Counties, Wash.; and along the eastern slope of the Cascades in Washington. An observation of one over a heavily forested (Canadian zone) area east of Chinook Pass, Mount Rainier Nat’l Park, Wash. on July 13 (DRP) was surprising. A Rough-legged Hawk was identified east of Slate Mountain near Hart's Pass, Okanogan Co., Wash. at 7000 feet elevation on June 19 (JD, fide TW). The Golden Eagle was described as common at the Nat'l Bison Range, Mont. where a nest was found at High Point (RLB, SPH & VBM). The species was noted in the Bozeman area; along the Columbia River near Gifford, Stevens Co., Wash. (JA) and Wenatchee, Chelan Co., Wash. (DRP & MLP); at Almira, Lincoln Co., Wash. (DRP & MLP); and in the North Cascades at 6000 feet elevation on Sawtooth Ridge north of Lake Chelan (DRP & MLP) and at 7000 feet elevation along the Cascade Crest near Glacier Peak, Snohomish Co., Wash. (WP, DR & THR). The Bald Eagle was reported only from the Prince George, B.C. area: an occupied nest was found at McLeod Lake north of Prince George on May 17; an immature bird just out of the nest was seen at Pass Lake on July 5; and an adult was noted at Purden Lake, June 24. The Marsh Hawk was reported as extremely low in numbers in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana and appeared down also in the Walla Walla, Wash. area (NFM). A pair of Ospreys at a nest with 1-2 young was noted on June 22 on the southwestern shore of Flathead Lake, Mont. where the species is becoming very scarce (RLH). Along the Coeur d'Alene River near Harrison, Idaho, however, 30 active nests (DH) indicated a flourishing population.

Gallinaceous Birds — A pair of Blue Grouse with 6 large chicks seen on July 12 on Wenas Creek southwest of Ellensburg, Wash. (DRP & EWS) were in remarkable habitat for the species: sagebrush desert at 2300 feet elevation. There were scattered Ponderosa Pines nearby, however, and a dense growth of aspens and fir was located a mile farther up in the hills. Several broods of this species were noted at the Nat'l Bison Range, and a few adults were observed in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, Snohomish and Chelan Counties, Wash. (AP & THR). A female White-tailed Ptarmigan and 5 young were found in Hunters Range near Enderby, B.C. on July 27, and an adult and 2 nearly grown young were seen on Aug. 18 along High Pass Creek, Glacier Peak Wilderness, in almost the same spot where a brood was found in August 1968 (THR). A Sharp-tailed Grouse was seen on July 25 and 30 at the Bison Range (CBa, RLB, JH, SPH & MRK); the species was not on the refuge list as of 1960. California Quail were much scarcer than usual in the southern and central Okanagan Valley, B.C. after an estimated 80 percent winter mortality. The situation appeared comparable at Turnbull Refuge, but other localities in eastern Washington appeared to have about normal populations of this species, with nesting success believed very good at McNary Refuge and nearby Ringold. Reports of Ring-necked Pheasants seemed to parallel those for the previous species, and Chukars likewise showed many broods at McNary Refuge but were scarce in the South Thompson and Okanagan Valleys of British Columbia after the winter's decimation. A Turkey seen at the Nat'l Bison Range on July 6 (JH) constituted the refuge's first record. The only other record for this species was of 1 noted at Turnbull Refuge on July 21.

Cranes, Shorebirds -- A group of 5 Sandhill Cranes was seen in a small bog near Moffat Lake in the Quesnel district of British Columbia, June 5. The species also was observed in the Bozeman, Mont. area. A gathering of 16 Long-billed Curlews was seen in a pasture between Manhattan and Amsterdam, Mont. on the unusual date of July 1 (CVD). Four Greater Yellowlegs were present at Columbia Refuge, Wash. on June 16 and thereafter (RKF). Eight species of migrant shorebirds were seen in eastern Washington during July. A Solitary Sandpiper appeared at Missoula, Mont. on July 8. The Am. Avocet, normally abundant at McNary Refuge, was inexplicably absent.

Doves, Owls — The Mourning Dove, which suffered from the severe winter in some localities, appeared to be in normal numbers, with a few exceptions. Fewer were noted in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana and the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia, although the deficiency at the latter was hardly as great as expected. Near or perhaps north of the species' known breeding range limit, a pair was apparently nesting on the Nechaco River at Prince George, B.C. when observed on June 23. Three Great 
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Horned Owl nests were followed closely in the Bozeman area; the female was incubating on one nest on March 16; full-grown young were noted in another nest on May 25. The species had good nesting success at Ringold, Wash., but numbers appeared down in the Bitterroot Valley and only one record was obtained in central British Columbia. The rare Hawk Owl was seen at Aleza Lake east of Prince George on July 3. Beginning in 1966, 1-2 records of the Barred Owl have been obtained per summer in Glacier Nat'l Park, Mont., a most unusual locality for the species; the latest was of a bird heard near park headquarters at West Glacier in June (DS, fide RVS). Several sightings and one nesting were reported from British Columbia (JG, SD). Burrowing Owls were noted at six localities in the Columbia Basin of eastern Washington and were described as common at McNary Refuge. Three Great Gray Owls were identified in the mountains just south of Bozeman, Mont. on July 15 (Mr. & Mrs. Utz, fide PDS), and another was seen near Wansa Creek in the Prince George district on June 7.

Poor-will, Swifts, Hummingbirds — Poor-wills were reported only in the vicinity of Spokane, Wash., with a few observations during June and July (WH, S.A.S.). Up to 6 Black Swifts were seen over the Canoe River and Cranberry Lake near Valemount, west of Mount Robson Provincial Park, B.C. on June 25; 18 were counted over the White River, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Wash. on Aug. 12 and others were heard over the Suiattle River, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Aug. 18 (AP & THR); 4-5 were seen near Kewa, Ferry Co., Wash. for the second consecutive year that the species has been noted in that county (JA). Vaux's Swift was observed snapping twigs from elm trees for use in nest building at Hamilton, Ravalli Co., Mont., June 12. The species also was noted at Chatcolet, Kootenai Co., Idaho and in Pend Oreille County, Wash. (S.A.S.). Two were seen on June 15 at Tacheeda Lakes, B.C., about 70 miles north of Prince George; this probably constitutes a northernmost record for the area. Observers in the Bitterroot Valley complained of a scarcity of hummingbirds but the Spokane area had no lack. The significance of reporters in many localities failing to mention hummingbirds is not clear.

Woodpeckers — At Tacheeda Lakes north of Prince George, a female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the varius race was apparently mated with a male of the ruber race; the birds were gathering food within two feet of each other and flew with it in the same direction, although the nest was not found. Young Williamson's Sapsuckers were noted out of the nest on July 5 at Schoonover Mountain in the southern Okanagan Valley, B.C. (RC & SC). Downy Woodpeckers were extremely scarce in central British Columbia, supposedly because of very heavy winter mortality. The same may be the explanation for decreased numbers in the Bitterroot Valley. The White-headed Woodpecker was reported as not uncommon in some of the Ponderosa Pine forests in the southern Okanagan Valley (RC & SC); 1 was seen on Huckleberry Mountain west of Springdale, Wash. (S.A.S.). Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers outnumbered Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers by a ratio of about 6 to 1 in central British Columbia; increased numbers of both species there apparently were linked with a high spruce beetle population. A single Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was noted drumming on Nine Mile Creek east of Keller, Ferry Co., Wash. (JA), and a male of this species was identified at the unusual locality of Hosmer Lake, southwest of Bend, Oreg., July 10 (REW). Three nests of the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker were found on the eastern slope of Manning Provincial Park, B.C. where park naturalists report this species to be the common one (TW).

Flycatchers — The Ash-throated Flycatcher was noted nesting on Crab Creek, Columbia Refuge, Wash. on June 21 (S.A.S.). Least Flycatchers were common around Prince George and Quesnel, B.C. Four of six Train's Flycatcher nests found in the Penticton district of British Columbia were parasitized by cowbirds (RC & SC). At least 8 Olive-sided Flycatchers were noted along the Columbia River between Keller and Gifford, Wash. on June 28 (JA); others were heard along the Napeequa River and Buck Creek, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Wash., Aug. 18 (AP, THR); 2 nests were found in the vicinity of Penticton in the first week of July (RC & SC).

Swallows, Corvids — At Spokane a few reports of smaller broods of Violet-green Swallows and of fatalities of young birds of this species were possibly related to the cool, wet weather of late June (S.A.S.). A Black-billed Magpie nest with 6 young found on May 22 at Eaglet Lake, 25 miles east of Prince George, provided the first breeding record for this part of British Columbia. Two Com. Raven nests were found in Hyalite Canyon near Bozeman, Mont. in late May and early June (RAH). Nesting success of the Com. Crow apparently was outstanding at McNary Refuge, with higher numbers than ever before noted there, including flocks of up to 200 birds in the fields.

Chickadees, Creepers, Wrens — Black-capped Chickadee numbers in the Prince George district appeared about normal in spite of the severe winter. Chestnut-backed Chickadees were not seen east of Prince George where they are usually found but were seen in the vicinity of Albreda, just west of Hamber Provincial Park. The latter species also was noted at Chatcolet, Idaho (S.A.S.) and in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, Wash. (AP & THR). Boreal Chickadees were noted carrying food and in a family group in the Prince George district and also were observed in Hunters Range near Enderby, B.C. Park naturalists in Manning Provincial Park reported the Boreal Chickadee to be the second most common species, outnumbered only by the Mountain Chickadee (TW). Brown Creepers were noted only in the Calispell Peak area, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (S.A.S.). None were found in central or southern British Columbia, possibly because of winter mortality. House Wrens, not previously recorded in the Prince George district, were noted on two occasions in June and July. Winter Wrens were decidedly down in numbers throughout central British Columbia, probably because of the severe winter. The Calispell Peak area furnished the only other record for the species (S.A.S.). Nests of the 
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Long-billed Marsh Wren found throughout the marsh areas of Turnbull Refuge allayed earlier fears that the species had been decimated by the cold winter. On the other hand, birds of this species were rarely observed at McNary Refuge, where they nested abundantly last year. Cañon Wrens were apparently wiped out by the winter at Penticton, Okanagan Falls, Vaseux Lake and Osoyoos in southern British Columbia (RC, SC, SRC & DL) and were reported only from the Clarkston, Wash. area (MJP).

Mimids, Thrushes — A Catbird nest containing 2 catbird eggs and 1 cowbird egg was found at Penticton, B.C. on June 14; later the nest was found to contain 2 newly hatched catbirds, 2 catbird eggs and no cowbird eggs (RC & SC). An observation of a Brown Thrasher at Missoula, Mont. on June 17 was Hand's second sight record there and the third for Montana west of the Continental Divide. Four occupied nests of the Sage Thrasher were found during June and July at White Lake in the Penticton district (RC & SC); small numbers of this species also were noted in the Columbia Basin of eastern Washington (PM, S.A.S.). The almost completely albino Robin previously noted at Missoula was seen carrying food to young, June 14-19, but the nest could not be located. Small numbers of Western Bluebirds were seen in the vicinity of Spokane and Turnbull Refuge. Mountain Bluebirds were seen in eastern Washington, western Montana and British Columbia somewhat more commonly than the Western Bluebird. Of 40 nest boxes erected by the Sacajawea Audubon Society in the Bozeman area, one was occupied successfully by Mountain Bluebirds but three other attempts failed because of the heavy June rains. House Wrens, Tree Swallows and 1 pair of Mountain Chickadees apparently used the boxes successfully.

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings — Golden-crowned Kinglets were reported to be much scarcer than usual in central British Columbia, probably because of the severe winter, and Hall did not note any in the mountains of eastern Washington after the first of the year. The birds were found on Coeur d'Alene Mountain in Idaho on Aug. 2 and in several places in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, Wash. between Aug. 12 and 19 (AP & THR). Water Pipits were seen in alpine meadows of the Spanish Peaks, Madison Co., Mont. on Aug. 7 (DRS) and in similar habitat in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, Aug. 13-17 (AP & THR). Two adults observed in Hunters Range near Enderby, B.C. on July 27 acted as if young were nearby. Bohemian Waxwings were not nearly so numerous in central British Columbia as last year; 4 were seen at Tacheeda Lakes, June 15.

Vireos, Warblers — Red-eyed Vireos, usually considered scarce in central British Columbia, were common in most aspen woods this summer. Blackpoll Warblers were abundant in spruce woods and bogs in central British Columbia and were still singing along the McGregor River east of Prince George on July 5. At least 4 Northern Waterthrushes were present in the area from Heyburn State Park to St. Maries, Idaho, June 8; 1 was observed feeding a young bird out of the nest in this area on July 19 (S.A.S.). One sang repeatedly at Davis Lake west of Newport, Wash., June 12 (THR); this is somewhat farther south than previous breeding season records for northeastern Washington. One bird of this species tarried for an hour at a pool in the yard of the Stanleys at Spokane, Wash., Aug. 3. An adult male Wilson's Warbler was noted carrying food near the top of Mount Spokane, Spokane Co., Wash. on June 30 (WH). An Am. Redstart was seen near Salmon Meadows northwest of Lake Conconully, Okanogan Co., Wash. at 4500 feet elevation on June 19 (JD, fide TW); the species apparently is scarce in this area.

Blackbirds — Young Bobolinks were on the wing by July 31 i n the Bitterroot Valley (CLB). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were common to abundant in many places and at Reardan, Wash. outnumbered the usually more common Red-winged Blackbird (S.A.S.); 1 was seen feeding a young cowbird in Park County, M:nt. on Aug. 10; 2 males noted singing in a large tule marsh at Valemount, B.C. on June 25 were apparently north of the species' usual breeding range. Three Red-winged Blackbird nests at Penticton, B.C. contained cowbird eggs (RC & SC). Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen frequently in the Spokane, Wash. area where a young bird was being fed by a Chipping Sparrow on July 9 (S.A.S.) and another was seen following a Chipping Sparrow on July 24 (THR). The species was regarded as unusually common in the Prince George district during May and June. Other Brown-headed Cowbird records are scattered through this report under the parasitized species.

Finches — A single Lazuli Bunting was observed north of the species' usual range at Thunder River in the North Thompson River Valley, B.C., June 26. A family group of Purple Finches was noted at Aleza Lake east of Prince George, July 3. The expected House Finch records from Missoula and Bozeman, Mont. did not materialize; the species was common to abundant at Spokane and McNary Refuge but was exceptionally scarce in the Vernon, B.C. area after severe winter casualties. Pine Grosbeak numbers were up in the Cariboo Mountains of central British Columbia, and birds were noted in the mountains in the Bozeman area and near Hungry Horse Dam, Flathead Co., Mont. (THR). A group of 8 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches was found foraging on a snowfield at 7000 feet elevation on Hunters Range near Enderby, B.C., July 27, and a flock was seen near Gamma Ridge, Glacier Peak Wilderness, Wash., Aug. 16-17 (AP & THR). An Am. Goldfinch nest at Lavington, B.C. contained 3 young which flew on July 26, plus one goldfinch egg with a puncture hole and the remains of a cowbird egg. Red Crossbills were reported only from the Spokane area and from Vernon and Prince George, B.C.; young were noted at the latter two localities. White-winged Crossbills were very scarce in central British Columbia, probably as a result of a poor spruce cone crop.

Sparrows — Lark Buntings were seen on June 19 at Belgrade, Mont.; on June 24 near Bozeman (RAH); and on several dates north of Three Forks, Mont. (RAH). Young Savannah Sparrows barely able to fly were seen at Missoula on June 8 and as late as mid-July. The uncommon Grasshopper Sparrow was 
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observed in the Bozeman area, at the Nat'l Bison Range (SPH), and near Spokane, Ritzville and O'Sullivan Dam in eastern Washington (JA). Oregon Juncos were observed feeding 3 immature cowbirds at Spokane on June 22 (VN & CS). A Clay-colored Sparrow was identified in Lake County, Mont. on June 7 (RAH). This species, usually considered scarce or accidental in the Prince George district, apparently bred at many localities: at least 2 pairs were noted at Prince George airport; birds were seen 12 miles east of Prince George and at several points at the south end of John Hart Highway. A White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel's form) sang at Prince George airport during May and June; the species breeds sparingly in that vicinity. Nesting activity of this species was noted in the high Lolo area southwest of Missoula, Mont. in July (CLB). The White-throated Sparrow, which has increased greatly in central British Columbia in the last 20 years, was common almost everywhere except in dense coniferous forest. Lincoln's Sparrow was abundant in the Prince George district and was seen on July 8 near Lakeview, Pend Oreille Lake, in northern Idaho (S.A.S.). A Swamp Sparrow sang frequently at Sundance Lake near Chetwynd, B.C., northeast of Prince George, July 17. McCown's Longspur was again observed in Broadwater County, Mont. near Dillon, July 5 (DRS & PDS). A good-sized colony of Chestnut-collared Longspurs was located in Broadwater County, Mont., July 5; this is the westernmost record for the species at this latitude (DRS & PDS).

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) — (JA), James Acton; John R. Akin, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. and vicinity; (RLB), Robert L. Barber; (CBa), Cecil Barnier; (CB), Clyde Border; (CLB), Carol L. Boyd; (RC), Richard Cannings; (SC), Sidney Cannings; (SRC), Steve R. Cannings; (HC), Helen Carlson; Thomas J. Charmley, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (CVD), C. V. Davis; (SD), Syd Draper; (JD), Jim Duemmel; Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley, including Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont.; (RKF), Robert K. Furrer; (JG), James Grant, British Columbia; (JH), Jerry Hagen; (WH), Warren Hall; (RLH), Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH), R. A. Hays; (SPH), Steven P. Hedges, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. and Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (DH), Donald Heikkila; (MRK), Marvin R. Kaschke; (DL), Doug Leighton; Jon M. Malcom and Frank L. Kenney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (PM), Phil Mattocks; (VBM), Victor B. May; (NFM), Niel F. Meadowcroft; (LM), Louis Moos; (VN), Vee Nealey; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (MLP), Mary Lynn Paulson; (MJP), Margaret J. Polumsky; (AP), Ambrose Priestley; (WP), Wes Priestley; (DR), Dan Rogers; (THR), Thomas H. Rogers; (RVS), Roberta V. Seibel; (DS), Dave Shea; (DRS), Donald R. Skaar; (PDS), P. D. Skaar, Bozeman and southwestern Montana; (CS), Connie Smedley; (S.A.S.), Spokane Audubon Society; Mr. and Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (EWS), Edmund W. Stiles; (REW), Mrs. R. E. Wahl; (TW), Terry Wahl.


The Nesting Season, 1969

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The season began with heavy snows over much of the Region. June was very cold and wet, with a particularly bad record late snow involving the lowlands as well as the mountains over the eastern half of the Region, June 13-15. At Gothic, Colo. on the western slope of the Rockies at 9500 feet elevation, a severe snowstorm on June 24-26 raised havoc with breeding birds, and many dead warblers, Broad-tailed Hummingbirds, a Hermit Thrush and a White-crowned Sparrow were found after the storm (MP). Overall nesting success was poor. West of Denver in the Rockies, Violet-green and Tree Swallows as well as Mountain and Western Bluebirds had no nesting success at all, although Mountain Chickadees, Pygmy Nuthatches and juncos did better (WWB). Alpine birds such as the rosy finches could still be found in big flocks at low altitudes in such areas as the Upper Green River in Wyoming as late as June 28 (OKS). It could be said, in fact, that this has been one of the most disturbed nesting seasons this Region has experienced. Those birds that completed their nesting before the period began did much better.

Geese, Ducks — Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada had an almost adequate amount of water for the first time in years. Instead of being spread all over the place, the water was concentrated in areas where it would be most useful, with the result that Canada Goose production was 46 percent higher than last year and there were 13 percent more ducks, principally Gadwall, Cinnamon Teal, Redheads and Ruddy Ducks (LDN). At Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho, high run-off from the winter snows played hob with geese nesting on the Snake and Payette Rivers, which are part of the refuge, and nesting success dropped from 83 percent last year to 63 percent this year (JTA). Bear River Marshes at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake in Utah lacked an airplane to conduct aerial censuses for a while, but the impression was that the ducks did well. The fall migration figures for early August at Bear River Marshes showed great increases in Pintails from 10,400 last year to 79,650 this year and in Redheads from 3300 last year to 9325 this year, with other species increasing by smaller percentages and the three teal species down (LFG). Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife 
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Refuge in southern Colorado had excellent water conditions, and its duck production was at a new high (CRB). A male Barrow's Goldeneye was observed at Trappers Lake, 50 miles east of Meeker in western Colorado, June 17 (JC); this species is rare in the Colorado Rockies, although it is common farther north. Two young Hooded Mergansers were seen at Nampa, Idaho, June 8 (HES).

Quail, Gulls, Tern, Pigeon — The Bobwhite is doing a little better in western Idaho but numbers are still small (JTA); elsewhere in the Region the Bobwhite has not survived. Ring-billed Gulls had a good breeding season in the Klamath Basin, with over 1000 immatures present on July 15 (JH). The observation of a Caspian Tern at Lake DeSmet in northern Wyoming on July 13 (TK) was unusual; this is probably too late for a nesting bird, however. A Band-tailed Pigeon was seen in Waterfalls Canyon, Grand Teton Nat'l Park on Aug. 9 (OKS) for one of the first records of the species for the state of Wyoming.

Hummingbirds — Late nests of the Broad-tailed Hummingbird found on July 13 and 25 in Utah and eastern Nevada (GK) were perhaps related to the delayed season. On Aug. 6 in the Wasatch area of Utah, Kashin found a concentration of 30-40 hummers, including Black-chinned, Broad-tailed, Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds. A female Rufous Hummingbird with a definite brood spot was mist-netted in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on July 10 (AC); there are no breeding records of the species for Colorado. A big migration of Rufous Hummingbirds was reported from high ground near Durango, Colo. where an abundance of moisture produced more flowers than usual (OR).

Flycatcher, Swallow, Thrushes, Kinglets — An Ash-throated Flycatcher was observed on Aug. 5 at Dubois on the Upper Wind River of Wyoming (MB); the locality seems far north for the species but it has been seen several times in this area before. A Purple Martin was seen near Cedar City in southern Utah on Aug. 11 (SM); this is a very rare bird in southern Utah. A Veery was found at Steamboat Springs, Colo., west of the Continental Divide, June 14 (D.F.O.), and another was noted at Jackson Lake in Grand Teton Nat'l Park, Wyo., June 26 (OKS). Both localities are far west of the species' normal range in Colorado and eastern Wyoming. Hugh Kingery pointed out that the Golden-crowned Kinglet is more common at high elevations in the Colorado Rockies than has generally been supposed; he found them regularly this summer on eight trips into the high mountains. Perhaps other observers have missed them by not being familiar with their call notes.

Vireo, Warblers — A Philadelphia Vireo identified at Durango, Colo. on July 10 (OR) was a great rarity. An Orange-crowned Warbler was observed feeding young on the Aspen, Colo. ski slope on June 29 (HK); the nest of this warbler has not yet been found in Colorado, although it is a relatively common breeding species a little farther north. The sighting of a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Carlin in western Nevada on June 3 and 4 (LA) constituted a first record for the state.

Fringillids — An Indigo Bunting observation at Durango on July 12 (OR) was a first record there, but this species does wander far west of its ordinary range at times. This particular individual was a pure Indigo Bunting whereas the hybrids have been more common. The sighting of a Blue Grosbeak near Reno at Sparks, Nev. on June 22 (JMD) constituted a first record for that area. A flock of 35 was seen at Cedar City in southern Utah on Aug. 11 (SM); flocks of this species are rarely reported. At a feeder in Casper, Wyo., juvenile Evening Grosbeaks still in downy plumage appeared early in July and were photographed (JY). There have been no breeding records of the species in Wyoming, but more and more have stayed later and later at Casper for several years. Four White-winged Crossbills were noted at Gothic, Colo. on the western slope of the Rockies, Aug. 2 (CA). This species has been a rare straggler in Colorado, but perhaps a big year is coming up.

Contributors — (CA), Curt Adkisson; (JTA), John T. Annear; (LA), Lois Austin; (MB), Mary Back; (WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (AC), Allegra Collister; (JC), John Colvin; (JMD), Dr. John M. Davis; (D.F.O.), Denver Field Ornithologists; (LFG), Lloyd F. Gunther; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (MP), Michael Perrone, Jr., (OR), Oppie Reames; (HES), Mrs. H. E. Shaw; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (JY), Joe Yant.



The Nesting Season, 1969

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Good weather with normal or above normal temperatures and less than normal rainfall prevailed throughout most of the Region during the report period, except for the latter part of June which brought greater than usual amounts of rain. Particularly noteworthy were the unusual numbers of Mew Gulls and Black-legged Kittiwakes which remained in the northern portion of the Region through the summer; Forster's Terns near Eugene, Oreg.; Rhinoceros Auklets suspected of breeding on the Lane County, Oreg. coast; a Blackpoll Warbler family near Portland in late July; and 2 Lark Buntings on the Oregon coast near Newport in early August.

Loons, Grebes, Albatrosses, Shearwaters, Petrels —A few Com. and Arctic Loons summered along the northern Washington and British Columbia coasts, 
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with occasional Arctic Loons also found off the Oregon coast. Red-throated Loons were seen only at Meyers Passage on the central British Columbia coast after July 3 (VG) and at Mukkaw Bay, Wash., Aug. 3 (DRP & EWS). Single Red-necked Grebes were seen in Discovery Passage, B.C. on July 1, and Grenville Channel, B.C. on July 22, both in breeding plumage (VG). A Horned Grebe was found at Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 7 (GAP), a surprisingly early date. The number of Western Grebes on Bellingham Bay, a traditional summering locality for non-breeding birds of this species, was considerably lower than usual, averaging about 300 through the report period (TRW). Two or three Black-footed Albatrosses were seen about seven miles off the coast at Coos Bay, Oreg. on July 24 (HBN). Seven Fulmars, dark and intermediate phase birds, were in Queen Charlotte Strait, B.C. on July 1; 4 were seen in the Strait on Aug. 7 (VG). A lone Sooty Shearwater was seen in Queen Charlotte Sound, B.C. on July 1 (VG); flocks appeared off the Oregon coast after mid-July. A Leach's Petrel was recorded in Grenville Channel on Aug. 8 (VG). Thirteen Fork-tailed Petrels were seen in Queen Charlotte Strait on July 1, with 5 noted there on July 23 and 7 on Aug. 7; 1 was noted in Discovery Passage, Aug. 6 (VG).

Cormorants, Herons — Brandt's Cormorants enjoyed good nesting success along the Oregon coast (HBN); Pelagic Cormorants were regularly seen in northern British Columbia coastal waters from July 1 to Aug. 15 (VG) and were also consistently seen along the Oregon coast (HBN). Green Herons were well reported from the Columbia River bottoms near Portland and from the Willamette Valley. Black-crowned Night-Herons reportedly raised 3 young at Medford during the season (fide OS).

Swans, Geese, Ducks — Two Trumpeter Swans spent the month of June on a lake northwest of Campbell River, B.C. (DS). On June 15, 38 adults and young Canada Geese were counted in the pool above Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River (HBN); 18 were seen at Sauvie Is. northwest of Portland on July 25 (JG & RW); 30 were seen at Dungeness, Wash., Aug. 2 (DRP & EWS); and 1 was seen at Newport, Oreg. on Aug. 6 (JG & HBN). One Black Brant was observed at Comox, B.C. on June 19 (VG), and another was seen at Dungeness, Aug. 2 (DRP & EWS). A White-fronted Goose was seen at Newport, Oreg., Aug. 6 (JG & HBN). Two male Pintails were seen over Grenville Channel, B.C. on July 16 (VG); 60 early migrants appeared at Dungeness, Aug. 2 and 3 (DRP & EWS) and 45 were noted at Sauvie Is., Aug. 13 (HBN). A pair of Green-winged Teal was present near Lebanon, Oreg. during June (WT); a male was observed between Comox and Courtenay, B.C., June 10 (VG). A pair of Shovelers flew over Comox Harbour on June 5 (VG). At least 2 pairs of Ring-necked Ducks were found again on Trillium Lake on Mount Hood in Oregon on June 14 (JG & HBN). Up to 30 Greater Scaup were present in Comox Harbour during June (VG). A male and 5 female Barrow's Goldeneyes were noted at the traditional nesting spot of Lost Lake on Oregon's Santiam Highway on June 6 (MK & HBN). A Bufflehead was seen on a number of occasions at Fish Lake in the Santiam Pass area in June (WT); a female of this species was observed at the north jetty of the Columbia on June 15 (JG & HBN). A female Oldsquaw in winter plumage was noted at Comox on June 24 and 25; 2 pairs of Oldsquaws were present at Comox, June 27-30 (VG). Harlequin Ducks were seen in numbers up to 20 during June at Comox, sparingly in central British Columbia waters en route north to Chatham Sound, and then regularly there until the end of the report period, with a maximum of 111 birds seen on July 18, 65 of these around Pointer Rocks (VG). Three Harlequin Ducks were noted at Cape Flattery, Wash., Aug. 3 (DRP & EWS); 1 was found on the North Santiam River in the high Cascades of Oregon on June 10 (MK & HBN). Approximately 500 White-winged Scoters, males for the most part, were present at Comox, June 1-20, with the number dropping to about 100 birds by month's end; non-breeding birds were seen in small numbers along the central and northern British Columbia coast during the rest of the period (VG). A large number of male White-winged Scoters were seen at Whidbey Is., Wash. on July 27 (RKF), while an estimated 400 were seen on the Olympic Peninsula, Aug. 2 and 3 (DRP & EWS). Surf Scoters were seen in small numbers along the coast of British Columbia until mid-July, when numbers began to increase, with 236 (mostly males) being seen in flight over Grenville Channel on July 16 (VG); a few were seen farther south prior to mid-August. On Aug. 2, 10 young Hooded Mergansers and 10 young Com. Mergansers were seen at Dungeness, Wash. (DRP & EWS). Young Com. Mergansers also were noted on Lake Easton, Wash., June 22 (VEC & DJ) and at Comox in late June (VG).

Vulture, Hawks, Eagles — Two Turkey Vultures were recorded at Discovery Passage, B.C. on Aug. 6; 1 was seen at Comox on July 21 (VG). A Golden Eagle was seen at Mount Rainier on July 13 (PWM). The 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 23, Number 5   685

Bald Eagle nest at Blaine, Wash. apparently fledged 1 young bird this year (LHK). Bald Eagles were seen almost daily around Comox during June, and good numbers were noted from Comox north to Chatham Sound in July (VG). Ospreys were better reported than usual: 2 were seen at Rockaway, Oreg. north of Tillamook on June 14 (RK, et al.); a pair was seen through much of the period at Lake Easton, Wash., although no young were observed (VEC & DJ); pairs were noted at Comox (VG) and Lopez Is. in the San Juans (TRW) through most of the period; 2 birds were observed with large young at Lake Crocker on the Kitsap Peninsula, Wash., Aug. 2 and 3 (DRP & EWS); and 1 was noted at Charleston, Oreg., west of Coos Bay, July 23 (HBN). A dark Peregrine Falcon was seen at Port Simpson, B.C. on Aug. 10 (VG).

Gallinaceous Birds, Cranes — A Spruce Grouse with a half-grown juvenile was seen in Manning Provincial Park on July 29 (VG). A White-tailed Ptarmigan was found on Mount Rainier, in the Sunrise area at 6500 feet elevation, July 13 (PWM). Two Sandhill Cranes were observed at Prairie Lake on July 22 (fide OS).

Shorebirds — Up to 10 Black Oystercatchers were seen along the central and northern British Columbia coast in July (VG). Semipalmated Plovers were in migration by late July, with small numbers seen at Sauvie Is. on July 25 (JG & RW) and at Newport, Oreg. on July 30 (TM). Three Snowy Plovers were discovered at Florence, Oreg., June 29 (EF & LM); 1 was seen at Newport on July 30 (TM). Fifty Black-bellied Plovers were observed at Dungeness on Aug. 2 (DRP & EWS). Some 200 Surf birds were found on Green Is., Chatham Sound, B.C. on July 19 and 20 more at Port Simpson, B.C. on July 20 (VG); 80 had reached the mid-Oregon coast on July 23 (HBN). A single Ruddy Turnstone was seen at Port Simpson on July 20 and 5 were seen at Clover Point, Victoria on July 25 (VG); 15 were noted at Whidbey Is. on July' 27 (RKF), 6 at Dungeness on Aug. 2 (DRP & EWS), 1 at Newport, Oreg. on July 30 (TM), and 2 at Seal Rock south of Newport on Aug. 6 (JG & HBN). Black Turnstones appeared at Chatham Sound on July 19 when 100 were seen (VG); 3 appeared at Bellingham on July 23 (TRW); others were seen thereafter at many localities farther south. A Long-billed Curlew appeared at Victoria on Aug. 11 (GAP). Two Whimbrels were noted at Whidbey Is. on July 27 (RKF); more than 40 were counted at Newport, Oreg. on July 30 (TM). Wandering Tattlers appeared in the latter part of July, single birds being seen at Chatham Sound on July 19 (VG), and at Port Simpson on the next day (V. Dale Johnson, fide VG), with several noted along the Oregon coast on July 23; 14 were seen at Newport on Aug. 6 (HBN & JG). Greater Yellowlegs were seen in Washington and Oregon at widely separated localities after July 17 when 2 were found at Salem, Oreg. (TM). Seven Lesser Yellowlegs appeared at Sauvie Is. on July 29 (JG & MK) and may still have been present on Aug. 13 when the same number was found there again (HBN). The only reports of Baird's Sandpipers were of 2 at Siletz Bay north of Newport on July 30 (TM), 1 at Newport on Aug. 6 (JG & HBN), and 2 at Victoria on Aug. 2 (GAP). A Pectoral Sandpiper west of Ladner, B.C. on Aug. 1 (VG) and another west of Salem, Oreg., on Aug. 15 (TM) were early. A Long-billed Dowitcher was found on June 10 between Comox and Courtenay, B.C. (VG); another was found near Lebanon, Oreg., on July 20 (WT); a third was seen west of Salem on Aug. 15 (TM). This is a very sparse reporting of a species which is normally fairly well represented in the Region by the end of July. Lone Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported from near Florence, Oreg. on June 29 (EF & LM) and from Newport on Aug. 6 (SA, JG & HBN); 2 were carefully observed and compared with Western Sandpipers at Sauvie Is. on July 25 (JG & RW). Western Sandpipers were migrating into and through the Region in large numbers by the last few days of June and early in July. Two Marbled Godwits were found at Newport on Aug. 6 (JG & HBN). Early Sanderlings were reported as 2 at Coos Bay, Oreg., on July 23 (HBN), 2 at Mukkaw Bay, Wash., on Aug. 3 (DRP & EWS), and 3 at Newport on Aug. 6 (JG & HBN). Twenty or more Northern Phalaropes were observed on the ocean off of Coos Bay on July 24 (HBN); up to 1000 were seen in a day from July 1 to the end of the period in British Columbia coastal waters (VG).

Jaeger, Gulls, Terns — A light-phase Long-tailed Jaeger was seen close at hand for about three minutes in Queen Charlotte Strait on Aug. 6 (VG). A second-year Glaucous Gull was observed at Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., Oreg. on June 4 (JG). Nesting success of Glaucous-winged Gulls in the San Juan Islands this year was considered excellent (TRW), as was the success of Western Gulls along the Oregon coast (HBN). Goodwill noted small numbers of immature Herring Gulls along the coast of British Columbia in June and July, with a few adults beginning also to appear in the latter part of July. Numbers of California Gulls were observed moving down the Columbia River above Portland as early as June 28 (HBN); the few immature birds along the British Columbia coast were being joined by adults by mid-July, the first such adults appearing at Port Simpson on July 16 (VG). By the end of July large numbers of California Gulls were present in at least the northern two-thirds of the Region's coastal areas. A few Mew Gulls summered at Bellingham and in the Comox area, which is unusual; up to 60 were seen in a day by Goodwill along the northern British Columbia coast until about July 20 when numbers began to increase, with a peak of about 1300 birds being counted in the harbor at Prince Rupert on Aug. 8. A few Mew Gulls made an early appearance in the Seattle region by the end of July (DRP), but farther south the species went unrecorded. A single Franklin's Gull was found at Bellingham on Aug. 9 (TRW). Bonaparte's Gulls also were present in above normal summer numbers at Bellingham, a total of 75 in June increasing to 2000 by early August (TRW); a high count of 325 was made at Comox on June 10 (VG). The species was common in the Seattle area by the end of July (DRP); 1 was seen as far south as Gold Beach, Oreg. on Aug. 6 (TM). An adult Heermann's Gull was present at Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., Oreg. as early as June 4 (JG); over 700 were seen at sea off 
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Coos Bay on July 24 (HBN); this species had reached Puget Sound and the Straits of Georgia in good numbers by the end of July. Black-legged Kittiwakes were much more widely reported than is usual for this season of the year: 60 were seen off the north jetty of the Columbia on June 15 (HBN); 60 summered in Bellingham Bay where 2 adults were engaged in apparent courtship display on July 5 (TRW); 100 were seen at LaPush, Clallam Co., Wash. on July 15 (TRW); and small numbers were observed in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, Aug. 2 and 3 (DRP & EWS), at Coos Bay, July 24 (HBN), and along the British Columbia coast from June 20 through the end of the period (VG). An. immature Sabine's Gull was observed on Aug. 12 in the vicinity of Port Simpson, B.C. (VG); 3 adults and 2 immatures were seen the next day in the same locale (V. Dale-Johnson, fide VG). Four Forster's Terns seen at Fern Ridge Reservoir west of Eugene, Oreg., on June 1 (LM) were noteworthy as this species is rarely found west of the Cascades. Three Com. Terns seen at Victoria on July 4 (GAP) and 50 seen at Blaine, Wash. on July 5 (TRW) were early records; the species was widely present on the Olympic Peninsula on Aug. 2 and 3 (DRP & EWS); farther south, 4 were seen at Newport, Oreg. on Aug. 6 (JG & HBN). An Arctic Tern was identified at Bellingham on Aug. 7 (TRW). Caspian Terns were noted singly on July 15 at LaPush (TRW), on July 28 at Seattle (DRP), and on Aug. 2 at Bellingham (TRW) and Dungeness (DRP & EWS); 6 were noted at Sekiu, Clallam Co., Wash., July 16 (TRW) while 4 adults were found inland at Ashland, Oreg. on July 26 (OS). Five Black Terns, more regular in occurrence than Forster's in the Region but still noteworthy, were also seen at Fern Ridge Reservoir, June 1 (LM).

Alcids — A large die-off of Com. Murres along the Lincoln County, Oreg., coast was evidenced by dead birds on the beach. Murres were seen regularly in small numbers off the coast of British Columbia during the period, as were Pigeon Guillemots and Marbled Murrelets (VG); 8 of the last-named species were seen on the ocean off Coos Bay, July 24 (HBN). Rhinoceros Auklets were discovered inside Sea Lion Caves, north of Florence, Oreg. on June 24; five days later at least 20 were seen in and about holes and crevices in the caves and 1 was seen flying into the cave with fish in its bill; all of the birds seen were in breeding plumage (EF & LM). If these birds were nesting it represents a considerable southward extension of the previously known breeding range for this species. Several also were seen regularly off Yaquina Head north of Newport during the summer (fide HBN). Rhinoceros Auklets were abundant off the British Columbia coast, particularly in Chatham Sound where almost 2300 were counted on July 22 (VG); this species was also said to be in extremely high summer numbers at Victoria where almost 200 were observed on July 13 (GAP).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers — Some 300 Com. Nighthawks were counted along about a 70-mile stretch of highway between Courtenay and Nanaimo, B.C. on July 18, 150 of these in one flock (DS). Six Black Swifts were seen at Victoria on June 25 (ARD); 4 were seen at Lake Ann at 4800 feet elevation in the north Cascades of Washington on July 27 (JGO); 30 were noted near Princeton, B.C. on July 31 (VG); and a few were seen in the Seattle area during the period (DRP). Black-chinned Hummingbirds were present throughout the period at Merle McGraw's feeders at Shady Cove on the Rogue River in southern Oregon for the second year (fide JH). Three pairs of Acorn Woodpeckers nested at McMinnville, Oreg. (JG, et al.). A nesting pair of Lewis' Woodpeckers was discovered at Salem in early June (GK & TM); 1 bird was seen at Scappoose, Oreg., July 29 (JG & MK). A nest of the Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was found in the Big Lake burn area of Oregon's Santiam Pass on June 15 (LM).

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays, Chickadees — Four pairs of E. Kingbirds were found west of Newhalem, Wash. on June 8 and 1 bird was seen at Marietta, Wash. on June 12 and again on Aug. 9 (TRW); single birds also were seen at Redmond, Wash., July 9 (DRP) and at Bellevue, Wash., June 12 (PWM). Single W. Kingbirds were noted at Salem, Oreg. on June 11 (TM) and at Cascade Locks east of Portland on Aug. 13 (JG). On June 14, 68 Traill's Flycatchers were counted along a 25-mile Breeding Bird Survey route near Timber, Oreg. on the east foothills of the Coast Range; the same route produced 22 Western Flycatchers  (JGO). Violet-green, Tree and Barn Swallows all enjoyed good breeding success in the Region. Purple Martins were seen, occasionally with young, in late June and July at scattered favored localities in northwestern Oregon and in Seattle; 2 at Miracle Beach Park, Vancouver Is., B.C. were the only ones seen in that area this summer, Starlings having taken over many former nest sites (DS). Steller's Jays were scarce on Vancouver Is., probably because of last winter's extreme weather (DS). Ideas as to relative abundance of this species in western Oregon varied from locality to locality, with no definitive statement possible. A Chestnut-backed Chickadee was found in an unexpected location: a bare rock ledge 4000 feet above timberline and at 10,250 feet elevation on Oregon's Mount Jefferson, Aug. 10 (JGO). A Boreal Chickadee and 3 Mountain Chickadees were noted in Manning Provincial Park, B.C. on July 10 (VG).

Wrens, Thrushes, Waxwings, Starlings — Six House Wrens were observed near Timber, Oreg., June 14 (JGO); 4 pairs were found in the vicinity of McMinnville, Oreg. on July 6 (JG, et al.); this species also was reported to be in good numbers in the Tualatin Hills above Scappoose, Oreg. this summer (JG). A House Wren was found on its nest at Fort Lewis, Wash. on the early date of May 7 (VEC & DJ). Winter Wrens were said to be very scarce on Vancouver Is. this season (ARD); this is perhaps attributable to the severe winter just past. Long-billed Marsh Wrens seemed scarcer in most of the Region, also. Western Bluebirds, uncommon anyway, were thought to be even more scarce than in recent years in the Willamette Valley. A pair of Mountain Bluebirds brought off 4 young in June at Terrace, B.C. (HRV); an individual of this species also was seen east of Cascade Locks, Oreg. on Aug. 13 (JG). Cedar 
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Waxwings were very abundant in the Willamette Valley and on the Oregon coast during the report period. Starlings were more than ever present this season, staying even on the Oregon coast.

Vireos, Warblers — A Hutton's Vireo was found singing at Cape Flattery, Wash. on Aug. 3 (DRP & EWS). Red-eyed Vireos were more widely reported than ever before, being remarked as regularly occurring in red alder stands in the river valleys of western Washington, the foothills of Oregon's Cascades between Salem and Eugene, and in the northwestern portion of the Willamette Valley. A pair of Nashville Warblers were feeding small young out of the nest on Hayden Is. in the Columbia River at Portland on Aug. 14 (JG); single Nashvilles also were noted at Medford on July 20, at Coos Bay on July 23, and at Newport on Aug. 6. On July 24, Jeff Gilligan and Randy Wright found a warbler at Sauvie Is. which several times fed a young cowbird and which, after opportunity for close observation, they concluded to be a Blackpoll Warbler. In the early morning of July 26, at the same spot, Gilligan and Crowell found and carefully observed a bird of this species; the bird eventually ascended into the tops of tall firs constituting the overstory, where it was joined by another which they concluded probably also was a Blackpoll. Less than two hours later, the same observers, upon returning to near the same spot, found several young — either two or three — of this species being fed by the parent birds, first in some deciduous trees near the ground and later in the middle and upper portions of tall Douglas firs. Gilligan, Nehls and Klein succeeded in finding the same family of birds on the evening of July 26, but, although the birds were much looked for subsequently, none were seen again. Neither of the adult birds was still in breeding plumage, and the young appeared, except for their behavior, to be fully grown. The remarkable character of this observation need hardly be elaborated upon, the birds being considerably outside of the species' recognized breeding range and in atypical breeding habitat besides.

Oriole, Cowbirds, Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows — A male Bullock's Oriole appeared at Bellingham on June 20 (TRW). Brown-headed Cowbirds continued to increase in western Washington and in much of western British Columbia. Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted by several observers as abundant in the Willamette Valley. Lazuli Buntings were scarce in the Willamette Valley and were unremarked upon from elsewhere. A few Evening Grosbeaks were noted near Culp Creek, Oreg. on Aug. 6 (JBC). A few Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were seen by the few observers who managed to visit the haunts of this species, from Mount Jefferson to Lake Ann in the north Cascades and in the Olympics. Pine Siskins were much in evidence in the Cascades of Oregon and Washington this summer (JGO). Red Crossbills were abundant at Victoria at the end of June (GAP) and were scattered but seen regularly during the season in northwestern Oregon. Two Lark Buntings, a female and an immature, were seen together at Yaquina Head north of Newport, flying from low pines to offshore rocks and back several times on Aug. 6 (JG, HBN, RW); this find constitutes the third record for this species in western Oregon and the fourth for this Region in the last three years.

Contributors — (SA), Stirling Anderson; (VEC), Violet E. Cannon; (JBC), John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD), A. R. Davidson; (EF), Eric Forsman; (RKF), Robert K. Furrer; (JG), Jeff Gilligan; (VG), Vic Goodwill; (JH), Joseph Hicks; (DJ), Doris Jelliffe; (RK), Ron Klein; (LHK), Lucile H. Kline; (GK), Gordon Knight; (MK), Mark Koninendyke; (PWM), Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.; ™, Tom McCamant; (LM), Larry McQueen; (HBN), Harry B. Nehls; (JGO), James G. Olson; (DRP), Dennis R. Paulson; (GAP), G. A. Poynter; (EWS), Edmund W. Stiles; (DS), David Stirling; (OS), Otis Swisher; (WT), William Thackaberry; (HRV), H. R. Vance; (TRW), Terry R. Wahl; (RW), Randy Wright.



End 1969
1

image1.png
J
BlAL
b g B A

/\w.n.ums Lake ‘,‘

E||enxburq
»{ok‘\mc

S %%, Y\ 4 :
Cle Elum( &C/Zeur:ili\\e“e%) g,/: M O N 71

\ Oley,; Mlssoula .Helena
St
\N°\ [N i om°" B”"f Ihrei Forks
‘\é\e‘ r = « Livingston
Baker /

[ .
-\ Bozeman

. [ o
‘OREG [Pror ','v wWYO

Salmon ;z 3 ....;.,





image2.png
MONT.

YELLOWSTONE
NAT. PARK

® SHERIDAN
0N Yo S
DEER FLAT c-""w ‘,.a\‘ Mrs ORNn lc,(
MALHEUR (@ REF. e 7 s
O LAKE |
KLAMATH I IDAHO MCKSON v, WYO. o
oA : 2 "’:«e CASPER

.
A __-_I.'_-E—-'R_Vl .
SAKE REE A RAWLINS

GREAT SALT t uumz

RUBY LAKE

L f LaKEciry e
ROOSEVELT
s.nuwr:lvEnv. ; coLo
UTAH ° .

MONTE
3 CEDAR CITY .g:LyoN DURANGO ®VISTA .
b -
CALIF " i ' “’:‘ST ARK. .
\:\ ARIZ. } NEW MEX.
fE :





image3.png
ALBERTA
oy
TWEEDSMUIR L
PROVINCIAL PK. v M N
~
/ o~
-4
O
Gﬁvé\:;:c\h‘ "
!

P N
OLYMPIC NAT. PK. —'—»3’ 4
2 by

: P, x
Tillamook °'I/,;,,,d

Cape Lookout -
orvallis o
]
Eugene o,

Bandon,
Medford ®




