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Autumn Migration, 1967

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Decidedly hot, dry weather prevailed over practically all of the Region during August and September, continuing the summer
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trend without interruption. Average temperatures for August ran as high as 6.5° above normal, and some localities in the western part received only a trace of precipitation or none at all. Moscow, Idaho, Missoula, Mont., and Spokane, Wash. were in this category. Baker, Oreg. recorded only 0.06 inch and Penticton, B. C. only 3 percent of normal. September averaged as much as 6° above normal. Even Prince George, B. C. was unusually mild, with September entirely frost-free, a highly unusual situation. Except at the latter locality, which had 122 percent of normal precipitation, the month was still notably deficient in moisture, which at many localities fell only near the end of the month. Disastrous forest fires in northern Idaho and southern British Columbia raged unchecked until mid-September. October and November were about normal in temperature but still tended to be precipitation-shy, especially November. No snow was reported in the valleys until the last week of November; temperatures dipped sharply (to –8° at Missoula) at that time but became more nearly normal by the month's end. Little or no snow was on the ground in the valleys at the end of the period. One might expect such a mild fall to delay departures. While a number of late stragglers were reported from Bozeman, Mont. and a lesser number from Missoula, Mont., the rest of the Region appeared to have no more than the usual number of delayed migrants. Migration peaks for ducks at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. were actually earlier than last year. Freezing minimum temperatures after mid-October were accompanied by migrational activity at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. A rather large number of "rarities" showed up, divided about equally between eastward and westward displacements. Of the 20 species involved, 11 were water-associated, whereas about two-thirds of the species of the Region are land birds. This fact, coupled with unusual concentrations of several water-associated species, both displaced and normally expected, offers the obvious explanation that water or drought-caused lack of it, was involved. The concentrations would seem to support this explanation much better than the east-west displacements. Land species displaced east-west, unlike some water-associated species, apparently involved small numbers or displayed a scattered pattern, which is the usual situation in the Region. The abundance of Bohemian Waxwings in the Bozeman area and their scarcity elsewhere might be considered an exception to this. Several other species of land birds also showed surprising concentrations or probable increases. Displacements of land bird species seem to invite no simple hypothesis by way of explanation. Apparent increases, and perhaps the concentrations also, may have been simply the result of a better-than-average breeding season.

Loons and Grebes—The seldom-reported Arctic Loon was noted at two localities. One was seen drifting down the Fraser River at Prince George, B. C. on Oct. 5 and 4 were sighted on Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 4 (JA and Mr. & Mrs. SOS). Eared Grebes peaked at 500 at Ennis, Madison Co., Mont., Sept. 16.

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons—The White Pelican population at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. peaked at 109 in early September. Three were still present at the end of November. In the Bozeman area the species was last noted on Oct. 1 (RAH). Twenty-five Double-crested Cormorants were at McNary Refuge during September; 4 of them remained until the end of November. Two were seen near Nine Mile Dam on the Spokane River below Spokane, Sept. 28 (DD; JA & WH); this is the first record for Spokane County. A Snowy Egret, reported too late for the summer account, was identified on June 3 at Prineville Reservoir, about 9 miles southeast of Prineville, Oreg. (JK & GM).

Waterfowl—Whistling Swans were migrating during 
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late October and throughout November. No large concentrations were reported except at Ennis, where 200 were seen on Nov. 5 and 600 on Nov. 12. Thirty-nine Trumpeter Swans are now in the flock that has been established at Turnbull Refuge. The 4 cygnets that hatched there in June had grown to 15-17 lbs. by Sept. 17, when they were banded. Twenty-nine of the birds there have been released as free-flyers and have been exploring other lakes both on and off the refuge. For the most part, however, they have stayed rly close to Winslow Display Pool near refuge headquarters where the captive flock is kept. Peak numbers of Canada Geese seemed to have occurred during the latter part of October. Turnbull Refuge had a peak of 2500 during the week of Oct. 22, and the Coulee City–Stratford area, Grant Co., Wash. had 15,000-20,000 on Oct. 14 (JA & WH). The species peaked at 15,000 at McNary Refuge and in excess of 4000 at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont. in late October. A few "Cackling" Canada Geese were noted at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 4 (JA and Mr. & Mrs. SOS). The White-fronted Goose was reported in strikingly larger numbers than usual: about 20 were seen at Ninepipe Refuge in November; at least 22 were at Stratford, Wash. on Oct. 14 (JA & WH); and a peak of .50 was noted at McNary Refuge in the second week of October. Migrating flocks of Snow Geese passed over Missoula early in the morning of Nov. 14. The species was not noted in any numbers elsewhere. Ninepipe Refuge had 30-50 in October, and the usual sprinkling occurred in eastern Washington, with 8 in the largest group, observed at Turnbull Refuge on Sept. 22. A single Blue Goose was observed for three days during the second week of October at McNary Refuge. The early peak of the duck migration at Turnbull Refuge was during the week of Sept. 17, a week earlier than in 1966. Numbers were down, 17,000 compared with 22,000 in 1966. Mallards accounted for most of that number, with Am. Widgeon, Gadwall and Pintail following in that order. The late peak there was also about a week earlier than last year, occurring between Nov. 12 and 18. At McNary Refuge fall populations of Mallard, Shoveler, Redhead and Canvasback were estimated at 30 to 80 percent below normal but other species appeared in about normal numbers. Mallards peaked at 21,000 at McNary Refuge in late November and reached a total of 30,000 at Ninepipe Refuge. American Widgeon showed a peak of 10,000 at Ninepipe Refuge. Peaks of 1200 Common and 700 Barrow's Goldeneyes were recorded at Turnbull Refuge on Nov. 14. A White-winged Scoter was noted on the Spokane River at Spokane on Oct. 26 (JA, WH), and another was seen at West Medical Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Oct. 29 (WH). Two immature Surf Scoters were collected in Beaverhead County, Mont. during the week proceeding Nov. 6 (BE); this is a new locality for the state and one of the few records for Montana.

Vultures, Hawks—Turkey Vultures were seen in the Bozeman area, in the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont., at Turnbull Refuge, and in Sumpter Valley near Baker, Oreg. Goshawks were sighted almost daily in the Wallowa Mountains of northeastern Oregon, in the vicinity of Minam River, between Oct. 29 and Nov. 20 (WT). Many reports of sightings of Ferruginous Hawks around Prineville, Oreg., strongly suggested an increase there (HBN). Bald Eagles numbered 150 along McDonald Creek near Apgar, Glacier Nat'l Park. The birds come each year to feed on kokanee salmon dying after spawning. A newspaper report told of a maximum count there this fall of 211, made by Rangers Jack Fewlass and Jerry DeSanto and Chief Naturalist Francis H. Elmore. This number is reported as second only to the 1963 count of 352 made by Ranger W. E. Welch.

Gallinaceous Birds—This may very well be a period of upswing for grouse in the Region. The Blue Grouse population at the Nat'l Bison Range was believed to be up significantly. The sighting of three groups of young in the Bitterroot Valley, Aug. 24, suggested a possible increase there (CLB). C. J. Henry of Charlo, Mont. reported seeing none in good habitat, however. Several Blue Grouse were seen daily along the Minam River in the Wallowas between Oct. 29 and Nov. 20. Twelve Spruce Grouse were seen in that area at 7000 ft. elevation during that period. A Mountain Quail was also seen in the same area at that time (WT). Spruce Grouse were described as abundant and Ruffed Grouse as common in the Prince George district of British Columbia. The latter species was noted on the Nat'l Bison Range for the first time in several years. Ring-necked Pheasant populations appeared to be average across the Region, with two exceptions. The species was described as abundant at McNary Refuge, but in the Bitterroot Valley the summer evidently. resulted in poor numbers. An attempt to establish Turkeys has been made near Harrison, Idaho; a pair was reported nesting but success of the nesting was unknown (DH).

Cranes, Coot—About 1000 Sandhill Cranes were noted at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 14 (JA & WH). This is the largest fall flock either of these observers has ever seen in the area. Several flocks passed over McNary Refuge in early October. American Coot were recorded in at least their usual abundance: 8000 were noted at Ennis, Mon on Sept. 16, with peaks of 4000 at Turnbull Refuge and 3000 at Ninepipe Refuge during the period.

Shorebirds—A few Semipalmated Plovers were seen at Reardan, Wash. between Aug. 6 and Sept 15 (JA). The species was not reported elsewhere. The Am. Golden Plover, very rare in the Region, was noted on several occasions in eastern Washington: 3 were at Banks Lake, Sept. 20 (JA); 2 were at Reardan, Sept. 24 (WH), and 1 was still there, Oct. 29 (JA & WH). Single Black-bellied Plovers were observed on three dates in October in eastern Washington (JA, WH) and on Sept. 16 at Harrison, Mont. (RAH & PDS). Twenty-seven Long-billed Curlews were seen in a meadow near Baker, Ore, on Aug. 22 (DK). Low water levels at Reardan, resulting from the drought, were reflected in a scarcity of many species of shorebirds there. October 29 was 
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a record late date for Greater Yellowlegs near Bozeman and a Dunlin observed there on the same date furnished one of the few records of the species for that area and for all of Montana (RAH & ET). An astounding 400 Baird's Sandpipers were noted at Harrison, Mont. on Sept. 9. In the Prineville area, 31 Least Sandpipers on July 5 were noteworthy (HBN). A single Marbled Godwit was observed at Reardan, Wash. between Aug. 19 and 24 (JA, WH). In the Bozeman area Oct. 1 was a record late date for this species (RAH, DRS, PDS & ET).

Gulls, Tern—At least 4 Herring Gulls mingled with Ring-billed and California Gulls at Banks Lake on Oct. 14 (JA & WH), and the first-named species also was noted along the Snake River at Clarkston, Wash., Sept. 13. An immature Mew Gull, rare in the Region, was seen with Ring-billed Gulls near Geiger Field west of Spokane, Oct. 8-9 (JA, WH). Thirty Franklin's Gulls were seen on Stubblefield Lake, Turnbull Refuge on Oct. 25; 1 remained until Nov. 2. A single Caspian Tern was noted at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. on Sept. 3 (JA). Of particular interest was the finding of 1, possibly 2, Black-legged Kittiwakes in the streets of Heppner, Oreg., Nov. 12 (SB, KMH & JR).

Pigeons, Owls—Most remarkable were two observations of the Band-tailed Pigeon in the Apgar Mountains near the western entrance of Glacier Nat'l Park in September (CM, fide PDS). Two Pygmy Owls were noted in Trinity Valley, 30 miles northeast of Vernon, B. C., Oct. 8; 3 were seen near Colville and Kettle Falls in northeastern Washington, Nov. 25 (JA & WH). Harry Nehls also remarked that it looked as if Pygmy Owls have been increasing in numbers in the Wallowas of northeastern Oregon this fall. The Burrowing Owl was observed near St. Ignatius, Lake Co., Mont. (FLK); at McNary Refuge, where it is common; and at the airport at Madras, Oreg., July 5, when an adult and 2 young were seen. Two young Saw-whet Owls were photographed in heavy Rocky Mountain juniper growth at the Nat'l Bison Range on May 28.

Swifts, Hummingbirds—Twelve Black Swifts were seen at Radium Hot Springs, B. C. on Aug. 22 (THR) and about 100 were seen near Wenatchee Lake, Chelan Co., Wash. on Aug. 28 (THR). A tow Vaux's Swifts were noted at Missoula, Mont.; Spokane, Wash. (JA); Lewiston, Idaho; Baker, Oreg.; and McBride, B. C. Black-chinned Hummingbirds were rather common in the Bitterroot Valley as late as Sept. 1. Rufous Hummingbirds were last seen at Baker on Sept. 15, apparently a rather late date.

Woodpeckers—A female Williamson's Sapsucker was observed along the Minam River in the Wallowas between Oct. 29 and Nov. 20 (WT). A pair of White-headed Woodpeckers was seen at Bend, Oreg. an Aug. 29 (FBH). Two Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were found at the 4000-ft. level in Mt. Spokane State Park, Wash., on Nov. 23 (JA). 

Flycatchers, Swallows—The Eastern Kingbird vas last seen at Missoula on Sept. 15 and at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho on Sept. 10 (KS), both rather late Cates; at Bozeman the latest record was Sept. 14 (RAH). Bozeman also recorded late dates for the W. Wood Pewee, Sept. 23 (PDS); and Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 14 (RAH). The last W. Wood Pewee at Baker was noted on Sept. 14. A late Violet-green Swallow was seen at West Medical Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Oct. 2 (WH). In the Bozeman area, most species of swallows lingered late, e.g., Rough-winged Swallow noted on Oct. 1. Elsewhere, departures appeared to be about normal.

Nutcrackers, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creeper —Clark's Nutcracker was described as plentiful in the Wallowas (WT). More than usual numbers of this species were seen in the Bitterroot Valley (e.g., 15 on Sept. 29 by Carol Boyd), and "many" were noted by C. J. Henry. The species also was observed in the Bozeman area, at the Nat'l Bison Range, and in eastern Washington (JA). The Boreal Chickadee was seen on Aug. 5 in the Salmo Mountain area, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (JA) and at Waterfowl Lake, Banff Nat'l Park, Canada (THR). Chestnut-backed Chickadees were seen in Mt. Spokane State Park on Nov. 23 (JA) and also in the Salmo Mountain area (JA, WH). The Com. Bushtit was seen in the Wallowas (WT). The White-breasted Nuthatch was reported as rather abundant in the Bitterroot Valley near Florence and the Red-breasted was reported "in great numbers" there (MG). A Brown Creeper was mist-netted at McNary Refuge in mid-November.

Wrens, Thrashers, Thrushes—The Winter Wren was identified in the Wallowas (WT) and in the mountains of Ferry County, Wash. on Nov. 25 (JA & WH). A migrant was noted in sagebrush near Banks Lake on Oct. 14 (JA & WH). In the Spokane area, 4 were found on Oct. 29 along the Little Spokane River (JA) and one was seen on Oct. 22 in the Dishman Hills east of the city (THR). A Cañon Wren was singing among the Madison River cliffs west of Bozeman, Sept. 9 (RAH & PDS); one was seen in the Wallowas (WT) and a few were noted in the Spokane area (WH, THR). A Sage Thrasher at Missoula was the first seen since 1964. At the only other localities reporting the species, last seen dates were Sept. 20 at Banks Lake (JA) and Sept. 30 at Baker. Nothing suggested any wintering of Robins in large numbers. An excellent movement of Varied Thrushes, involving some 20 birds, was observed at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 14 (WH). Ralph Hand observed no bluebirds around Missoula during the entire year, but the situation was more encouraging in the Bitterroot Valley and in eastern Washington. Seven Western Bluebirds were seen on Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in the Bitterroot Valley on Oct. 23. In the same valley at least 40 Mountain Bluebirds were seen on Oct. 3; 50 were noted a week later; and 1 still lingered on the late date of Nov. 10. About 20 Western Bluebirds were migrating at Ford, Wash., Oct. 10, and at least 30 were moving south at Tiger, Wash. on the following day (JA). Both species were noted in the Clarkston, Wash. area; the Western was seen daily in the Wallowas, Oct. 29–Nov. 20 (WT), and the Mountain was a very common nester north of Prineville, Oreg. in July (HBN).
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Waxwings, Starlings—Bohemian Waxwings appeared very tardily in the westernmost part of the Region. None had been seen in the Okanagan of southern British Columbia by the end of November, and only two lonely looking birds had come as far as Spokane by Nov. 4 (THR & WER), the same day that a flock of about 75 was seen near Tiger, Wash. (WH). About 200 were seen on Nov. 25 near Orient, Wash. (JA & WH). The species had not reached Missoula by Dec. 2, the first time since 1948 that this has happened. The only locality enjoying Bohemian Waxwings in real numbers was Bozeman, where the first appearance on Nov. 11 was followed by flocks in the thousands during the next two weeks. Starlings, while not eliciting the same joy from observers, were numerous at several localities. Ninepipe Refuge had "large numbers" in October; "thousands" were seen in the Bitterroot Valley, Oct. 14; a "huge" flock was noted in the Grand Coulee area of eastern Washington, Nov. 4 (JA and Mr. & Mrs. SOS); and "clouds" were present at McNary Refuge.

Vireos, Warblers—A movement of vireos in Indian Canyon at Spokane on Aug. 28 was revealed by the sighting of 2 or 3 Red-eyed and 7-8 Warbling Vireos in about 15 minutes (WH). The only fall records of the Nashville Warbler were of single birds at Ravalli Refuge, Aug. 21 (CLB & OF), and Spokane, Oct. 8 (THR). The Orange-crowned Warbler was seen at Missoula on Oct. 14, a late date. A Yellow Warbler seen there on Sept. 9 was about 10 days late; the same species also furnished a late date, Sept. 14, at Bozeman (RAH). Bozeman additionally recorded late dates for Audubon's Warbler, Oct. 29 (RAH), and MacGillivray's Warbler, Sept. 14 (RAH). A Myrtle Warbler was mist-netted at McNary Refuge in November, and Audubon's Warblers were reported as abundant in a milo field at the refuge during the same month. A Yellowthroat was still present at Baker on Oct. 30. An Am. Redstart, singing occasionally, was noted near Prince George on Sept. 8.

Icterids, Tanagers—Bobolinks were seen at Missoula on Sept. 12, a very late date. Eight Rusty Blackbirds were found at McKenzie, 120 miles north of Prince George on Sept. 20; a single individual in winter plumage noted at Reardan on Oct. 29 (JA, WH) is believed to be the third record for eastern Washington. An immature Brown-headed Cowbird feeding in the parking lot beside the Columbia Ice-field, Jasper Nat'l Park, Canada, was the only bird seen in the locality, Aug. 23 (THR). Young of this species were seen at Missoula, as late as Sept. 3. A rather late final date of Sept. 29 for the Western Tanager was obtained at the same locality, and a single Western Tanager at Spokane on Sept. 23 was also a little late (THR).

Finches—Small numbers of Evening Grosbeaks were present at Missoula from early July to the end of the period. In the nearby Bitterroot Valley flocks were seen all during the fall, and at Bozeman good-sized flocks were present from about Sept. 5 on. Flocks of 10-15 were seen in the Vernon, B. C. area on Oct. 15; a few were noted at Spokane. A definite influx of the species was noted at Prineville in early November, but none were noted after mid-month. Small numbers appeared at Baker at about the same time and were seen sporadically thereafter. The House Finch appears well on the way to establishing itself at Missoula. After an apparent absence of over a month, 3 birds, including an adult male were seen on Sept. 4, and the species was seen in increasing numbers during the fall, with 20, 23 & 24 counted in single flocks. Many Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were sighted, possibly indicating an increase. Henry remarked, "By far the most I've ever seen. Restricted to the high country where I saw them while stalking bighorns with the camera”. (This was presumably in the Mission Range east of Charlo, Mont.—(THR). Eight were seen at the head of Trisky Creek on the Nat'l Bison Range, Nov. 2. In southern British Columbia, 30-40 were observed along the roadside between Spence's Bridge and Merritt, Oct. 23. In the Wallowas of northeastern Oregon, flocks of 500 or more were seen daily during early November but were all gone in two weeks. In these flocks the Black Rosy Finch made up about 10 percent of the total (WT). Flocks of Am. Goldfinches totaling at least 100 were seen at Reardon, Sept. 17 and 24 (WH). Red Crossbills, in general, were present in small numbers or were completely absent. Hand had not seen one since July, 1966 and Grant did not see the species in British Columbia. The only Montana sightings were made at Bozeman and in the Bitterroot Valley. However, the birds were described as common in large flocks in the Wallowas during the period of Oct. 29–Nov. 20 (WT). The last record for the Green-tailed Towhee at Bozeman was on Sept. 6, a late date (RAH).

Sparrows—The Savannah Sparrow was noted at Clarkston, Wash. as late as Nov. 1, and the Grasshopper Sparrow was seen there on Sept. 27. The first fall record for the Lark Sparrow in the Bitterroot Valley was obtained on Aug. 20 (CLB). Oregon Juncos moved down into the valleys at many localities, although at Missoula their numbers were much below expectations, as were Tree Sparrow numbers. A Clay-colored Sparrow was observed closely in Indian Canyon at Spokane on Sept. 10 (JA). The White-crowned Sparrow migration reached peak numbers between Sept. 15 and Oct 15 which is about the normal situation. Two Golden-crowned Sparrows, either immature or in winter plumage, were seen at Banks Lake on Oct 14 (JA & WH). A White-throated Sparrow was singing at Prince George on Sept. 14, and 2 visited a feeding station in Spokane, Sept. 22-24 (Mr. & SOS). McCown's Longspur was last sighted at Bozeman on Oct. 1 (RAH). The Lapland Longspur was reported only from eastern Washington, where 3 were noted at Banks Lake on Nov. 4 (JA). The only Snow Buntings to put in an appearance by the close of the period were 5 at Missoula, Nov. 14.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names. in boldface, should receive credit for observations their respective areas unless otherwise stated)! — (JA) James Acton; John R. Akin (assisted by M. Clair Aldous), McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
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Burbank, Wash.; John G. Augsburger (assisted by Victor B. May), Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd; (SB) S. Britt; (DD) Dennis Dahlke; (BE) Bob Eng; (OF) Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley and Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; James Grant, British Columbia; (MG) Marion Gebhart; (WH) Warren Hall; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (DH) Don Heikkila; C. J. Henry; (KMH) Kirk M. Horn; (FBH) Frances B. Huston; Loring M. Jones, Moscow, Idaho area; (FLK) Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (DK) Dorothy Kipling; (JK) John Knox; Jon M. Malcolm, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (CM) Cliff Martinka; (GM) Gerald Morsello; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; Margaret J. Polumsky, Lewiston, Idaho–Clarkston, Wash. area; (JR) John Rawlins; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (WER) William E. Rogers; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (KS) Keith Sturts; (WT) Thackaberry; (ET) Eve Tilton; (AW) Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg., area.


Autumn Migration, 1967

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The fall was warm and dry until the last week of November when winter came
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in with a vengeance, bringing freezing weather over much of the Region. The weather varies a great deal in an area so large, mountainous, and dry, however, and this general pattern did not apply to some parts of the Region. Several observers complained of the lack of birds, particularly in the mountains west of Denver and in the Salt Lake City area, sections with the only two large population concentrations in the Region. While driving around a curve on a road in eastern Oregon at 25 m.p.h., Tom Love had a Great Blue Heron fly into the back seat of his car. He stopped the car and took out the bird, which was only stunned, and it flew away. Aren't you glad that you were not in that back seat?

Swans—The number of Trumpeter Swans at Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada varies between 18 and 25 adults, but only 1 cygnet was produced this year (DEL). More than 43 young have been produced by this colony in recent years, but what happens to them after they have flown is something of a mystery. There is a lot of suitable habitat in eastern Nevada, however. The weather was so mild that Whistling Swans had not arrived in numbers at Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada by the end of the period (LDN). There were 13,000 at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, the great sump in eastern Oregon, by Nov. 25 (ELMcL). A total of 26,250 Whistling Swans at the Bear River Marshes at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake on Nov. 15, with many cygnets present, was a new record high (GRZ). Although the Region boasts huge concentrations of Whistling Swans, they are confined to the great refuges for the most part, and when one appeared on Nov. 20 at Hotchkiss, on the western slope in Colorado (TC), it caused as much stir as it would in regions that lack the big concentrations.

Geese, Ducks—The Klamath Basin in southern Oregon experienced a build-up of geese and ducks to 2,900,000 in early November, a high figure due more to migrants arriving and staying in the area than to larger numbers of migrants this fall. The peak in geese in the Klamath Basin was reached on Nov. 10 with 495,000 "Cackling" Canada Geese, 507,000 White-fronted Geese, and 500,000 Snow Geese (EJO'N). At Deer Flat Nail Wildlife Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, the Canada Goose peak was 11,500 in the last week of November; last year the peak was 10,000 in mid-October (RVP). At Bear River Marshes, Snow Geese reached a peak of 12,400 on Nov. 15, but numbers dropped off rapidly within a few days (GRZ). The Pintail is the most common fall duck in the Klamath Basin area, as it is over most of the Great Basin, whereas the most common wintering duck is the Mallard, particularly along the rivers of Idaho and Wyoming. The Pintail peak in the Klamath Basin was 1,600,000 on Oct. 28 (EJO'N). On the same date the basin had 80,000 Mallards, 200,000 Am. Widgeon, and 65,000 Ruddy Ducks, but only 5600 Redheads (EJO'N). Deer Flat, primarily a Mallard refuge, had fewer birds because of the warm fall; only 150,000 by the end of the period (RVP). Bear River Marshes had a fine season owing to the mild weather and plenty of water; on Sept. 27 there were 507,000 ducks on the refuge and an equal number outside, a very high total. Highs of 287,000 Pintails, 138,000 Green-winged Teal, and 48,500 Am. Widgeon were recorded (GRZ). Botulism remains a great killer of ducks at Bear River Marshes; 15,000 died of it in the refuge and 22,000 just southwest of the refuge this year (GRZ). Stillwater Wildlife Management Area in western Nevada had good water conditions this fall, which is unusual. Ducks peaked at 210,850 during the second week of October; these were mostly Pintails,
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Gadwall, Green-winged Teal and Redheads.―. The peak in Canvasbacks was 21,000, a high count, in the last week of October (LDN). Malheur Refuge had more water than last year but not as much as in 1965. There was good production of sago pondweed. A survey in August showed that 1 square foot of lake bottom produced 1½ pounds of vegetation; there are 4000 acres of sago at the refuge, in addition to 1100 acres planted to grain. This year there was a double peak in duck numbers at Malheur Refuge, one in mid-September (Sept. 10-16) mostly comprising Pintails (some 80,000 were noted) and a second peak in October (Oct. 15-21), with 19,700 Mallards, 43,000 Gadwall, 17,300 Green-winged Teal, 79,000 Am. Widgeon, and 13,000 Canvasbacks. The Canvasback figure is particularly high. It is believed that the total number of migrants at Malheur Refuge was about the same as last year, although the peak total was down by about 50,000, reflecting the double peak noted this year. A fair-sized Wood Duck population is building up on the lower part of the Carson River in western Nevada, where several groups of 10 were seen this fall (LDN); this is a new development for that locality. A Wood Duck was observed at Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado, where the species is very rare, and 2 were brought in by hunters (CRB). Three Wood Ducks were taken by hunters on the Little Bear River in northeastern Utah in October (DMF). White-winged and Surf Scoters and a Greater Scaup were brought in by hunters at Stillwater Refuge (LDN), and another Greater Scaup was taken by a hunter at Logan in northeastern Utah on Nov. 19 (DMF). Although there are scattered reports of the White-winged Scoter from all the states of the Region, the Com. Scoter is very rare. Several of the latter species, however, were seen at Pyramid Lake in western Nevada on Nov. 4 and 5 (JMD).

Turkey Vulture, Hawks—Sixteen Turkey Vultures were observed at Glendo Reservoir in eastern Wyoming, Sept. 20 (LM); some of them were feeding on a freshly dead cow while a nearby very odorous dead cow didn't attract them. A good concentration of Rough-legged Hawks was reported from Malheur Refuge (ELMcL), and the species was reported as more numerous than usual in western Nevada (JMD). Golden Eagles seemed to be holding their own in western Idaho (TL). A Black Hawk again was seen south of Springdale in southern Utah on Sept. 11 (BAL). This southern species has been seen in this area in five of the last six years, and it bred once.

Turkey, Sandhill Crane, Shorebirds—Turkeys continued to spread and multiply. One was seen just outside Bryce Canyon Nat'l Park in southern Utah, Aug. 24 (DEM). A total of 1500 Sandhill Cranes were on Monte Vista Refuge, Oct. 22—Nov. 4 (CRB). The only other big concentration of cranes in the Region was at Malheur Refuge, where 2400 were present on Oct. 30 (ELMcL). Several Buff-breasted Sandpipers were seen on Aug. 26 at the Standard Oil sump just north of Casper in central Wyoming, a locality where the species has been observed in three of the last six years (OKS).

Franklin's Gull, Barn Owl, Broad-tailed Hummingbird—Franklin's Gulls were reported hawking by the hundreds at Evergreen in the mountains west of Denver on Sept. 22 (WWB). A Barn Owl was seen again north of Salt Lake City on Sept. 10 (GK). Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were seen at Grand Junction in western Colorado as late Oct. 7 (LE).

Blue Jay, Wood Thrush, Sprague's Pipit—Two Blue Jays were observed at Rawlins in southern Wyoming in late November, a locality which is remarkably far west for this species (JL). A Wood Thrush was reported near Eldora in the front range west of Boulder (GS); the species is casual in Colorado. A Sprague's Pipit seen at Lake DeSmet in northern Wyoming in November (TK) is one of the first reports for this bird in Wyoming in the fall.

Waxwings—Bohemian Waxwings arrived early this year in Colorado and Wyoming, and mixed flocks of Bohemian and Cedar Waxwings were reported. At Red Feather Lakes in the northern front range of Colorado, 54 Bohemian and 131 Cedar Waxwings were noted on Oct. 14 (JRS).

Vireos, Warblers—A Philadelphia Vireo was observed at Durango in southwestern Colorado on Sept. 16 (OR); this is the farthest west the species has been recorded in Colorado, and there are only a few records for the eastern part of the state. A Nashville Warbler observed at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in central Idaho on Sept. 12 (DLC) was a first record; several other birds also were added to the records of the area merely because of the presence of a highly competent birder as naturalist at the monument. A Blackpoll Warbler that flew into an office window at Malheur Refuge on Sept. 7 (ELMcL) provided the first record of this species for Oregon. A Palm Warbler was seen on Lookout Mountain, west of Denver, on Sept. 30 (VR); this species is being reported more frequently from the Rockies. Another Canada Warbler was seen on the Wind River near Dubois, Wyo., Sept. 23 (MB); this was the state's second record in recent years.

Contributors—(MB), Mary Back; (WWB), William W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (TC), Theo Colborn; (JMD), John M. Davis; (LE), Lucy Ela; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsyth; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kissinger; (JL), Jean Lambertsen; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (TL), Tom Love; (BAL), Barbara A. Lund; (DEM), Donald E. Magee; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (LM), Louis Moos; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EJO'N), Ed J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (OR), Oppie Reames; (VR), Van Remsen; (JRS), Jeff R. Sanders; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (GS), Gail Shickley; (GRZ), Gary R. Zahm.
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Autumn Migration, 1967

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

After one of the warmest and driest summers on record, it continued well into September, 
   [image: ]
October produced about 50 percent more rain than usual. November's rainfall was about average. The fall migration this year seemed somewhat dull in comparison with years immediately past; coastal birding failed to generate much excitement. Several records of Long-tailed Jaegers from Vancouver Is. in conjunction with other records of recent years suggest that this bird can be expected in the fall more regularly than records up to three years ago would indicate. The shorebird migration brought few surprises, although there were additional records for a number of species until recently considered quite rare in the Region, among them Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Semipalmated Sandpiper. There were no notable invasion of northern species; among the passerines the most startling records were a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in the vicinity of Victoria in October and a Brambling at Portland in November.

Loons, Grebes—Five Com. Loons at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Aug. 19 were quite early. Fifty Arctic Loons were at Victoria, B. C. on the early date of Aug. 15 (ARD); a heavy southward migration of this species past Tillamook County, Oreg. beaches occurred on Oct. 28 (HBN). Single Eared Grebes were recorded on Sept. 23 at Victoria (ARD), Oct. 7 at Tillamook Bay (HBN), and Oct. 24 at Sauvie Is. near Portland (JG). As many as 1600 W. Grebes were concentrated at Esquimalt Lagoon, Vancouver Is. during November (ARD). A "very small chick" Pied-billed Grebe was seen in Portland on Oct. 11, in company with three adults (R. Wright & JG).

Pelagic Birds, Pelicans—Six Black-footed Albatrosses were seen from the Canadian hydrographic vessel "Marabell" off the northwestern end of Vancouver Is. on Aug. 27 (JEVG). Five Fulmars were seen by the same observer at almost the same time. A heavy migration of Fulmars took place on Oct. 28 off Tillamook County, Oreg. (HBN). Eight Pink-footed Shearwaters were observed off northwestern Vancouver Is. in company with fewer than 100 Sooty Shearwaters, also on Aug. 27 (JEVG). An estimated several hundred thousand Sooty Shearwaters were feeding on herring in and beyond the surf at Seaside, Oreg. on Aug. 18 (JG). Large numbers of this species also were seen at the mouth of the Columbia River in September and off the Tillamook County coast on Oct. 28 (HBN). Fork-tailed Petrels in numbers from 3 to 76 were seen around the northeastern end of Vancouver Is. between Aug. 27 and Sept. 14; on Sept. 22, one was seen in Johnstone Straight on the east side of Vancouver Is. (JEVG). On Aug. 27, 110 Brown Pelicans, an unusually number, were counted on Tillamook Bay (HBN); 54 of these birds were still at Newport, Oreg., On Nov. 19 (JGO).

Cormorants, Herons—A string of Brandt's Cormorants off Victoria on Sept. 9 was estimated at 2000 individuals (ARD). All three species of cormorants were considered to be in good numbers at Bellingham, Wash. this fall (TRW). Occurrences of single Green Herons were reported from Portland, Sauvie Is. and near Forest Grove, Oreg., and from Ilwaco and Seattle, Wash. Two years ago Com. Egrets appeared in unprecedented numbers west of the Cascades; this year the species again was found in western Oregon: 1 was at Siletz Bay, Aug. 13; 1 was at Sauvie Is., Sept. 3, and 2 were there, Sept. 25; 2 were at Ship Ashore, Curry Co., Sept. 6; and about 15 were at Gardiner, Sept. 8. An immature Black-crowned Night-Heron appeared at Portland's Delta Park on Oct. 2, and an Am. Bittern was found there on the same day (JG, et al.). A lone bird of the latter species was found at Ilwaco, Wash., Nov. 18 (HBN, et al.). 
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Swans, Geese—Four Whistling Swans at Sauvie Is. on Oct. 8 (JG & R. Wright) were early arrivals; 110 birds were there by Nov. 26 (HBN). Twenty-six White-fronted Geese were seen flying south over the north end of Queen Charlotte Strait at the northeast end of Vancouver Is. on Aug. 28 (JEVG); 3500 were on Sauvie Is. on Oct. 8 (JG & S. Anderson), with 80 still there on Nov. 19; and 4 birds, one of them an albino, were at Medford on Oct. 24 (JH). Snow Geese were at Sauvie Is., Sept. 25–Nov. 26 in numbers, varying from 3 to 32. The usual large numbers at the Skagit Game Range were reported by the Seattle Times to be down 20 percent, with only 1 to 3 percent of the total number being immatures (fide TRW). Two Snow Geese were at Leadbetter Point, Willapa Bay, Wash., Sept. 23 (JBC, et al.). 

Ducks—Duck numbers generally seem to have held at the higher than usual numbers of last year, with migration dates generally normal. A total of 300 Blue-winged Teal at Sauvie Is. on Oct. 8 (JG & R. Wright, N. Minnick) was a surprisingly large number. Two Cinnamon Teal observed at Seaside, Oreg. on Aug. 19 (JG) were unusual as the species only infrequently straggles so far west. European Widgeon showed up in October and November in company with Am. Widgeon at the usual places in Seattle, Portland, Sauvie Is. and Corvallis, Oreg.; 3 individuals were present at Victoria during October and November, while 1 bird was found at Tillamook Bay on Nov. 18 (JGO & JBC). Eighteen Shovelers were seen at Allison Harbour, B. C. on Sept. 18 (JEVG). Wood Ducks were scarce during the period for some reason, and no reports of Redheads were received. A male Ring-necked Duck was observed at Lightning lake, Manning Provincial Park, B. C., Oct. 20 (JEVG). Bird counts of 450 Canvasbacks on Tillamook Bay on Nov. 18, and 750 at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., on Nov. 19 (JGO) were unusually high for this species at these locations. Barrow's Goldeneyes first appeared at Bellingham, Wash. on Oct. 1 and subsequently increased to only about half of last war's peak of over 100 (TRW); the species was present on Lake Washington at Seattle by mid-November (VEC, ES); 5 were in the Columbia River at Megler, Wash., Nov. 18 (HBN, et al.). Bufflehead at Tillamook Bay on Sept. 4 (HBN) ray be a record early date. Three Oldsquaws at Pm Point near Victoria on Sept. 8 (GAP) also sere unusually early; a lone male in winter plumage u Delta Park in Portland, Oct. 13-16 (JG, HBN, et al.) was an extraordinary occurrence. White-winged Scoters were flying south over the ocean in large numbers off Tillamook County on Oct. 28 (HBN). A female White-winged Scoter at the Game Commission ponds in Medford on Nov. 5 was apparently the first record for Jackson County; the bird was later shot by a hunter (OS). A single Surf Scoter at Brownsville, Oreg., on Oct. 14 (LW) 2 females on Lightning Lake in Manning Provincial Park, B. C. (JEVG) were out of the ordinary. Fourteen Com. Mergansers at Seaside, Oreg., on Aug. 18 (JG) were early at that coastal locality, and 15 Red-breasted Mergansers at Lead-better Point on Sept. 2 were also early arrivals (JBC, HBN, et al.).

Vultures and Hawks—A Turkey Vulture was at West Redonda Is., B. C. on Sept. 24 (JEVG); 11 were seen roosting on the night of Oct. 6 at Seattle where the species is uncommon at any time (Zella Schultz, fide ES). The last vultures of the season were seen at Portland, Oct. 15 (Mark Koninendyke, fide HBN). The only Goshawk reported for the Region was one at Keno, Oreg., Nov. 2 (fide JH). A steady flight of Red-tailed Hawks over the Lebanon, Oreg., area occurred on Oct. 14, with several in sight at one time for much of the day (WT). Three large waves of Red-tails totaling over 250 birds migrated over the Rogue River Valley in southern Oregon, Oct. 4 (Mrs. Nathan Deaver, fide OS). Two Rough-legged Hawks appeared on Sept. 10 at Sauvie Is. where the species was represented for the rest of the report period by up to 4 individuals (JG, HBN, at al.). Two were at timberline on Mount Baker, Wash., Oct. 15 (J. Duemmel, fide TRW); a few other Rough-legs were seen in the Willamette Valley and at Lead-better Point in October and November. An adult Golden Eagle was in Manning Provincial Park, B. C. on Oct. 20 (JEVG); another was seen at Victoria on Oct. 21 (ARD). Seven individuals were seen, apparently migrating, over the east side of the Rogue River Valley on Nov. 1 (Jack Reynolds, fide JH); 3 more were seen at Boxy Ann Butte near Medford, Nov. 3 (OS); still another was seen in the area on Nov. 24 (JH). Goodwill saw from 1 to 8 Bald Eagles, mainly adults, almost daily from Aug. 26 to Oct. 10 around the northern end of Vancouver Is.; 3 individuals, 2 of them immatures, were sighted along the Columbia River from Portland to the ocean during the period; an adult was at Tillamook Bay on Nov. 18. Twelve Marsh Hawks at Sauvie Is. on Oct. 24 (JG, HBN, et al.) indicated a migratory movement. Goodwill sighted Ospreys at Port Hardy, B. C. on Aug. 28 and 30; at Allison Harbour, B. C. on Sept. 12; and at Nanaimo, B. C. on Oct. 11; the only other report of an Osprey was of one bird at Lake of the Woods near Medford, Sept. 17 (OS). There were 8 sightings of Peregrines during the report period, occurring at Willapa Bay, Skagit Game Range, Tillamook Bay and in the Portland area. Pigeon Hawk reports were few: one at Stuart Narrows at the north end of Vancouver Is., Aug. 30; one at Melville Is., B. C., Oct. 2 and 4 (JEVG); and one at Ferndale, Wash., Oct. 22 (TRW).

Cranes, Rails—A few Sandhill Cranes were at the Ridgefield, Wash. refuge opposite Sauvie Is. as early as the last week in August (Mrs. Robert Brindle); numbers apparently peaked at 900 or so on Sauvie Is. in the second week in October; 3 birds were still at Victoria on Nov. 20 (ARD). A few Virginia Rails responded to tape-recorded calls in the Portland area, Oct. 1 and 2. A Sora was at Portland's Delta Park on Oct. 10 (HBN). American Coots first appeared in the Seattle area on Sept. 8 (ES).
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Plovers, Surf bird, Turnstones—A maximum of 95 Semipalmated Plovers were at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 9 (HBN, et al.); up to 20 were recorded from various places along the Oregon coast in late August and September; 3 individuals were in north Portland on Nov. 2 (HBN); a single bird was seen at Medford, Sept. 3 (JH). The only Snowy Plover reports were of 1 bird at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 and 2 there on Sept. 9, 2 at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 27 and 7 there on Oct. 28 (HBN, et al.). On the early date of July 27 an Am. Golden Plover was at Victoria; a single bird also was noted there on Aug. 15 (ARD). Two were at Sauvie Is. on Sept. 3 and lone birds were found there on Sept. 11 and 25 (HBN); 34 were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 9 (RF, HBN & WT); 5 were at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 30 and one was at Tillamook Bay, Oct. 7 (HBN). Black-bellied Plover numbers at Leadbetter Point peaked at 120 in the first two weeks of September; only 3 were found there on Nov. 18; "many" were in the pastures north of Stanwood, Wash. as late as Nov. 23 (VEC). Surfbirds were first noted in the Region as early as July 6 when 2 appeared at Victoria (ARD); birds appeared generally at favored spots by early September in low numbers which continued to increase until the end of the period; a total of 100 were at Barview, Tillamook Co., Oreg. and at the mouth of Nehalem Bay, Oreg. on Nov. 18 (JBC & JGO). A total of 17 Ruddy Turnstones was recorded during the period from Victoria (GAP), Blaine, Wash. (TRW), Willapa Bay, Oreg., the south jetty of the Columbia River, and Nehalem Bay (HBN) between Aug. 26 and Nov. 18, the maximum being 8 at the south jetty of the Columbia on Sept. 30. About 35 Black Turnstones were at Blaine as early as Aug. 26 (TRW), and 75 were at Brookings, Oreg. on Sept. 6, both large numbers for so early in the season.

Sandpipers, Avocet, Phalarope—After last fall's apparent scarcity, normal numbers of Com. Snipe seem to have been found this year. The only Long-billed Curlew reported was one seen on Aug. 22 at Lebanon that circled Thackaberry's farm but did not land (WT). At Barview, Tillamook Co. 22 Whimbrels on Sept. 4 and 11 on Sept. 16 flew southward over the ocean, past the jetty (HBN); 35 Whimbrels were resting at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 9 (HBN, WT & LW) and 30 were there on Sept. 23 (JBC, et al.); 3 were at Tillamook Bay on Oct. 7 (HBN). During each day's birding along the northern Oregon coast in September and October this year 1 to 4 Wandering Tattlers were found. Two Willets were seen at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 and 9 (JBC, HBN, et al.). Peak numbers of both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs occurred in the first half of September, as is usual; a total of 23 Lessers at Sauvie Is. on Sept. 3 (HBN) was a good count; individuals were still around Victoria in mid-October. Knots were found at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 and 23 (HBN, et al.) and at Victoria on Sept. 30 (ARD), the maximum being 8 birds. Rock Sandpipers appeared at Victoria on Oct. 17 and had built up to 25 in number by Nov. 26 (ARD); elsewhere the species occurred at Bellingham (TRW) and at Barview and Nehalem Bay, Oreg. The only records of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers this year were 2 together at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 23; one at the south jetty of the Columbia River, Sept. 24 constituting the second Oregon record (JBC, et al.); and one late at Victoria, Oct. 14 (ARD). Pectoral Sandpipers first appeared at Victoria, Aug. 8 (ARD); numbers in usual localities of occurrence were about normal; the maximum count was 75 at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 23. Baird's Sandpipers were widely reported, the first appearing at Sauvie Is. on Aug. 20, with 5 counted there on Sept. 11; others showed up at Victoria, where 4 were on the late date of Sept. 30 (ARD); Esquimalt Lagoon, B. C. (GAP); Bellingham (TRW); Leadbetter Point; the south jetty of the Columbia River; Tillamook; and Brownsville, Oreg. An estimated 3000 Least Sandpipers were observed at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 9 (HBN, WT & LW), a high count. Totals of 350 Dunlins there on the same date and 900 at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 30 (HBN) were unusually large numbers for this species so early in the season. A flock of 80 Dowitchers, identified as Short-billed, were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 (JBC & HBN); a week later they had been supplanted by over 200 Dowitchers identified as Long-billed (HBN, WT, & LW). More than 400 of the latter species were counted the next day at Sauvie Is. where the observer also picked out one Short-billed (HBN). Over 300 Long-billed Dowitchers were on Sauvie Is., Oct. 25; 30 were still there, Nov. 26 (HBN). At least 4 Semipalmated Sandpipers were picked out of large flocks of Least and Western Sandpipers at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 (JBC & HBN). Peak numbers of Western Sandpipers occurred during late August and early September; 6000 were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 9; 1000 or more were at Sydney Is., B. C. on Aug. 19 and at Sauvie Is. on Sept. 3. Three Buff-breasted Sandpipers were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 9 (HBN, WT & LW). The number of Marbled Godwits recorded in the Region during the report period is apparently unprecedented for at least the last fifty years: 3 were seen at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 27; 7 were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2; 3 were at Ship Ashore near Brookings, Oreg. on Sept. 6; and 7 were seen at the mouth of the Rogue River on the same day (HBN, et al.). Then on Sept. 9, 31 were found at Leadbetter Point (HBN, WT & LW) while several flocks went by Yachats, Oreg. That day and the next (Miss Frances Huston); on Sept. 23, 21 birds were counted at Ship Ashore (JH & OS). Two Am. Avocets were on Sauvie Is. on Sept. 2 (Norman Minnick); one remained there at least through the 11th (HBN). Good numbers of Northern Phalaropes were in the vicinity of Victoria from August into November (ARD); an estimated 1800 were at Oak Bay, Vancouver Is. on Sept. 2 (GAP). During September 
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and October up to 16 birds were at Sauvie Is. and north Portland, with one still in Delta Park on Nov. 14 (JG, et al.). Goodwill found flocks up to 200 in number around the northern end of Vancouver Is. from Aug. 27 to Sept. 30.

Jaegers—From 1 to 3 Pomarine Jaegers were seen around the north end of Vancouver Is., Aug. 27-Sept. 18 (JEVG); lone birds were ,seen at the north jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 23 and at Westport, Wash. on Sept. 24 (RF & HBN). Parasitic Jaeger records were more numerous than ever, beginning with 1 at Westport, Wash. on Sept. 10 (TRW, et al.) and ending with 10 at Bellingham on Oct. 31 (TRW); records came from the north end of Vancouver Is., Sept. 18-30, with 9 birds at Seymour Inlet on the 18th; from Victoria; from Shoal Bay, Vancouver Is.; from Alki Beach, Wash.; from Blaine and Point Roberts, Wash. where 10 birds were also seen on Oct. 8 (TRW); from Seattle; and from the mouth of the Columbia River. Goodwill identified a Long-tailed Jaeger about 8 miles west of Cape Cook on the northwest side of Vancouver Is. on Aug. 27; he saw 2 more light-phase birds of this species in the Strait of Georgia in the vicinity of Campbell River on Sept. 29 and the same or other birds M the same general area the next day. He recorded yet another bird of this species in the Strait of Georgia north of Nanaimo on Oct. 10. Another Long-tailed Jaeger was seen at Saanich Inlet, Vancouver Is. on Sept. 23 (GAP).

Gulls and Terns—At Bellingham an early Glaucous Gull in second year plumage was observed on Nov. 12 (TRW). Herring Gulls had begun to drift into the Region by early September, when a few were observed at Willapa Bay and in Portland; one showed up at Medford on Nov. 14 after a severe storm for what is thought to be the first record in Jackson County (JH). Over 1000 California Gulls were resting on the northern tip of Leadbetter Point on Sept. 2 (JBC & HBN); a large number were seen in Delta Park, Portland on Nov. 2 (HBN) and 150 were seen at Newport, Oreg., Nov. 19 (JGO), both rather late dates for large concentrations of this species. On the latter date, Olson also counted about 200 Ring-billed Gulls at Newport; this species was uncommonly scarce, in northwestern Oregon at least, after the end of September. Over 1000 Ring-bills were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 9 (HBN, WT & LW). An immature Franklin's Gull was at Clover Point, Victoria, off and on from Sept. 14 through Oct. 21 and was seen by several observers independently. In Seattle a Franklin's Gull was at Seward Park on Oct. 7; 2 were there with Bonaparte's Gulls on Oct 9 (ES). At Bellingham, Wahl saw between and 4 immature Franklin's Gulls from Sept. 4 o Oct. 29. Bonaparte's Gulls were much in evidence from Victoria and Bellingham south to Tillamook throughout the period; as many as 1500 were in the Victoria area and 500 in the Bellingham area in late September. Fifteen Heermann's Gulls at Boiler Bay on the Oregon coast on Nov. 19 (JGO) and “many" on Cranberry Lake near Deception Pass, Wash. on Oct. 29 (VEC) were lingering late. A total of 6 Black-legged Kittiwakes in adult plumage were seen in the waters around the north end of Vancouver Is. and in the Straits of Georgia, Aug. 29–Sept. 14 (JEVG). A few others were seen at various coastal points from Westport south to Boiler Bay during the report period by different observers. Five Sabine's Gulls were seen at sea off the northwestern portion of Vancouver Is. on Aug. 27; 6 on Sept. 12 and 1 on Sept. 18 were seen in Queen Charlotte Strait (JEVG). An immature of this species was found at Clover Point, Victoria, on Oct. 21 (GAP). Common Terns migrated south through the Victoria and Bellingham area and along the southwestern Washington coast in larger than usual numbers from the beginning of the period well into October; over 300 were at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 30 (HBN). Arctic Terns were seen off Cape Scott at the extreme northwestern tip of Vancouver Is., straggling southward in ones and twos for a total of 22 individuals on Aug. 27; from 1 to 7 individuals were seen on four different days between Aug. 30 and Sept. 18 in the Allison Harbour–Port Hardy area; a single bird was at Eveleigh Island, B. C. on Oct. 9 (JEVG). One Arctic Tern was in company with Com. Terns at Bellingham on Aug. 26 (TRW); others were mingled with the same species at Westport on Sept. 9 and at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 30 (HBN). Four Caspian Terns were still at Lead-better Point on Sept. 23 (JBC, et al.).

Alcids—Large numbers of Com. Murres were found inexplicably dead on Oregon beaches throughout September. Up to 400 individuals of this species were to be seen from the "Marabell" in a day's travel around the northern end of Vancouver Is., in Queen Charlotte Strait and in the Strait of Georgia (JEVG). Birds of this species were streaming past Barview, Oreg. on Oct. 28 at a rate of about 12 per minute for at least several hours (HBN). Goodwill saw occasional Marbled Murrelets, either alone or in pairs for the most part, totaling 24 individuals between Sept. 7 and Oct. 11 from the Allison Harbour area south to Nanaimo, B. C. An adult with young was noted at Barview, Oreg., Aug. 27 (JG, RK & HBN). An Ancient Murrelet spent most of November off Clover Point, Victoria (ARD), and a bird of this species was in the water at Quadra Is., B. C., Oct. 7 (JEVG). Thirty-six Cassin's Auklets were counted at sea off Cape Scott on Aug. 27; 2 more were seen on Queen Charlotte Strait, Aug. 29 (JEVG). Rhinoceros Auklets were very much in evidence around Victoria in September and October (GAP); it was not uncommon to be able to count more than 50 birds at a time from favored spots (ARD). This species was also encountered frequently off the northern end of Vancouver Is. at the end of August and in Queen Charlotte and Georgia Straits in September; 120 birds on Aug. 29 was the maximum count (JEVG). The only Tufted Puffins reported were 4 on Aug. 27 from Brooks Peninsula to Cape Scott (JEVG) and 1 at Westport on Sept. 24 (RF & HBN).
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Owls—Five young Barn Owls were found in a blown-down silo on Sauvie Is., Sept. 10 (Norman Minnick, fide JG). Pygmy Owls were recorded at Larch Mountain east of Portland, in Seattle, in the Cascades east of Lebanon, and at Roxy Ann Butte near Medford; these owls are not often reported, but there are indications that they are fairly widespread through at least the southern portion of the Region. A Burrowing Owl was seen on Nov. 26 near Medford where the species formerly was much more in evidence than at present (JH). Two Spotted Owls were said to have been near Keno, Oreg., Sept. 21; one was found in the same place, Nov. 2 (Rob Beal, fide JH). A Long-eared Owl was again found on Thackaberry's farm at Lebanon, Sept. 15 (WT); another was discovered on Sauvie Is., Nov. 12 (HBN).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Two Com. Nighthawks were flying south over Melville Is., B. C. on Oct. 2 (JEVG), a late date for so far north. Six Black Swifts were observed on Sept. 11 at Victoria, where over 75 Vaux's Swifts were seen on Sept. 10 (ARD). On Sept. 24, an Anna's Hummingbird was seen at Victoria (fide ARD), while on Sept. 3 in Medford 8 individuals-2 adults and 6 immatures—of this species were present at the same feeders where the birds appeared last winter; 2 individuals were still there at the end of the report period (JH).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows—Pileated Woodpeckers were seen this fall around Lebanon, in the Cascades east of Portland, in the Coast Range west of Portland, at Cape Meares, Oreg., and at Leadbetter Point; this is much more mention than this species generally receives. Upon their return to Medford in September Lewis' Woodpeckers were much reduced in numbers from those of the last few years (JH). A W. Kingbird was at Anacortes, Wash. on Sept. 29 (VEC); the bird is always a find west of the Cascades. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was first seen on June 2 by Miss Leila Roberts on Salt Spring Is. near Victoria; it was not reported again until Oct. 7 when it was rediscovered at Patricia Bay, 15 miles north of Vancouver, by Mr. & Mrs. E. T. Hotchkiss of Homestead, Fla. The bird was seen by many observers in the succeeding two weeks before it disappeared. This find constitutes the first record for British Columbia and surpasses the heretofore most northwesterly occurrence of this species near Coos Bay, Oreg. in May, 1966. A Black Phoebe was seen in Lithia Park, Ashland, Oreg., Sept. 3 (Miss Frances Huston). A Bank Swallow at Victoria on Sept. 3 is said to be the first record of that species for Vancouver Is. (ARD & R. Fryer). Barn Swallows were seen in large numbers in western Oregon and Washington in September and early October; the last reports were of 3 at the arboretum in Seattle on Oct. 22 (VEC) and 1 at Sauvie Island on Oct. 24 (JG). Twenty-five Purple Martins were in downtown Seattle on Aug. 17 (ES); 15 were in Victoria on Aug. 22 (ARD); 12 were in Bellingham on Sept. 4 (TRW).

Corvids, Thrasher, Thrushes—Steller's Jays, normally uncommon at Victoria, staged a major influx there in September and were still present in large numbers at the end of the period (ARD); the species was also more common than usual at Bellingham (TRW). A Black-billed Magpie appeared on Sauvie Is., Nov. 4 (HBN), after several days of easterly winds down the Columbia Gorge, as sometimes happens. A Clark's Nutcracker was seen on Nov. 2 at Bellingham (J. Duemmel, fide TRW) where it is uncommon. The California Thrasher, seen at Medford on July 20 and present there at the end of the last report period remained until Oct. 20, when it finally disappeared (JH). Varied Thrushes were abundant at Victoria after mid-September (DS; GAP); many noted at Reflection Lake on Mount Rainier, Wash., Sept. 23, were evidently migrants, as none were present there 5 days later (Doris Jelliffe); a wave was noted at Lebanon on Oct. 15 (WT). A late Swainson’s Thrush was at Saanich, B. C. on Sept. 28 (Mr. & Mrs. R. C. Hebert). A male Mountain Bluebird was at Ten Mile Point, Victoria on Nov. 19 (ARD); a migration of this species was also in progress at Mount Rainier on Sept. 23 (Doris Jelliffe).

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes—Water Pipits were much in evidence to observers who were afield after mid-September until about mid-October when the majority had passed southward. Cedar Waxwings were much seen in the forepart of the period but became scarce in most of the Region after Oct. 15. The season's first Northern Shrike was one at Stanwood, Wash., Oct. 29 (VEC); birds appeared in November at Victoria, Bellingham, and Sauvie, Is., the paucity of numbers emphasizing again their abundance in the Region last fall.

Warblers, Blackbirds, Tanager—Reports of warblers were surprisingly few and were of little note except that a good migration was said to have occurred at Victoria early in October; this consisted, in order of abundance, of Audubon's, Yellows, Orange-crowned, Myrtle and Townsend's Warble (GAP). The uncommon Nashville Warbler was seen at Marietta, Wash. on Aug. 19 (TRW). On Aug. 20, 15 to 20 Yellow-headed Blackbirds were present in a salt marsh at Lummi Is., Wash. (TRW). A Western Tanager was still at Saanich, B. C. on Sept. 28 (Mr. & Mrs. R. C. Hebert).

Finches, Sparrows, Buntings—A bird ultimately identified as a male Brambling appeared at Stirling Anderson's backyard feeder in northeast Portland on Nov. 22 and remained through Nov. 28. It kept in the company of House Sparrows and for the first few days spent almost all of its time about the yard. For the last few days it was absent much of the time, coming in only to feed. Movies which show the bird fairly well were obtained. Whether it was an escaped cage bird, either from someone who kept it locally or from a ship visiting Portland or whether it reached here by riding such a ship by or by its own movement can only be surmised. It was seen by several competent observers (JG, RK, HB et al.). There were much greater than usual numbers of House Finches on Sauvie Is. this fall; small 
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flocks also reached the Oregon coast where the species is not common. Pine Siskins showed up sparsely and erratically, Seattle being the only place where they were reported abundantly and then only 1 for a few days in November (ES). Lesser Goldfinches were in northeast Portland throughout September, with young birds in the groups seen still begging for food on Sept. 6; 7 individuals were still present Oct. 25 (JG). Red Crossbills were on long Beach peninsula in the Willapa Bay area in numbers up to 75 through September, but elsewhere the species was recorded only in a flock of 45 at Portland on Sept. 24 (JG & R. Wright) and at Newport, Oreg. where four were seen on Nov. 19 (JGO). Single Slate-colored Juncos were observed at a Seattle feeder on Oct. 20 (VEC) and in Portland on Nov. 4, 22 and 23 (JG). Single White-throated Sparrows were seen at Victoria, Oct. 15 (GAP, et al.), and Oct. 24 (fide ARD), and at a feeder near Lebanon, Oreg., Oct. 16 (WT). Lincoln's Sparrows were seen in small numbers at Victoria from Sept. 6 to Oct. 15 (ARD); one was at Medford on Nov. 19, a late date (OS). There was an apparent influx of Song Sparrows to Seattle in mid-October (ES). Fifteen Lapland Longspurs were seen at Victoria on Oct. 3 (ARD); another was seen at Parksville, Vancouver Is. on Oct. 8 (GAP); 2 were at Tillamook Bay on Oct. 7 (HBN). Three to 5 Snow Buntings were at Lead-better Point on Nov. 18 (TRW); 8 to 10 of these birds were at Sandy Point near Bellingham on Nov. 18 (J. Duemmel, fide TRW) and 1 was seen at Victoria on Nov. 21 (ARD).

Contributors.— (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JEVG) J. E. V. Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (FBH) Frances B. Huston; (RK) Ron Klein; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (JGO) James G. Olson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thacksherry; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (LW) Larry Wheeler.


The Winter Season, 1967-68

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

December's weather was about normal until around mid-month, when some of the lowest temperatures of the winter were recorded. At that they were not truly severe: -10°F. at Baker, Oreg.; -4° at Kamloops, B. C.; +5° at Spokane, Wash.; and -3° at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. Most water at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. was frozen at this time, and Ennis Lake, west of Bozeman, Mont. froze early. Precipitation was variable, often on the low side, and included little snow, which did not persist long in the lowlands. January temperatures were seldom colder than December's and in some instances were actually milder, with deficient moisture and little snow. February was decidedly mild (nearly 8° above normal at Spokane) and generally dry, with practically all moisture in the valley falling as rain. Ice was gone from Turnbull Refuge before the month's end and from Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont. by mid-month. March continued the trend. The Bison Range averaged nearly 7° above normal and received less than half normal precipitation. At McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. the winter was "the mildest . . . since 1923." In summary, the winter was warm, dry and almost snowless in the valleys. There were many late stayers, which apparently were not much affected by the burst of winter in December. Bozeman reported "a good list of wintering species," and over the Region several species that normally winter only sparsely stayed on in increased numbers. The false spring in March encouraged a number of early arrivals, most of which will be described in the spring report. On the other hand, many northern species were scarce or absent, presumably remaining farther north or higher in the mountains because of mild conditions. Several reporters characterized the season as uneventful and disappointing.

Loons, Grebes, Herons—The only Com. Loons reported were 1 near Ringold, Wash. during December and January (MCA) and singles on Okanogan Lake in southern British Columbia in December. Most remarkable was a Red-throated Loon seen on the Glacier Nat'l Park Christmas Count, Dec. 29. A few Western Grebes wintered on Okanagan Lake and 1 on the Snake River near Pasco, Wash. (MCA); 1 lingered at Spokane, Wash. until Jan. 3 (WH). Great Blue Herons wintered in good numbers. Of special interest was 1 that apparently wintered near Belgrade, Mont. (EH & RAH; LM). About 150 Black-crowned Night-Herons were seen at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in late February.

Waterfowl—Forty-five Whistling Swans were still at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge on Dec. 2. Spring migrants of this species appeared rather early. A few appeared at Turnbull Refuge on Feb. 18 and at Spokane in late February. Thirty were near Haines, Oreg. on March 1 (AW). Thirty-nine Trumpeter Swans were in the flock being established at Turnbull. A family group of 6 apparently wintered at Ennis, Mont. Canada Geese wintered at many localities. Numbers were down in the Bozeman area. On the Shuswap River near Enderby, B. C., 100-200 wintered. At McNary Refuge a peak of 27,500, was reached in late December, with 1000 still present in mid-March. Up to 4 White-fronted Geese were noted at McNary Refuge; 1 sighted with Canada Geese at Ennis, Mont., March 17 (LJ, DRS, PDS), constituted the second observation for this area. Up to 5 Snow Geese were at McNary Refuge; they were last seen there in early February. In January 2 hybrid Snow X Canada Geese were seen there. Mallards appeared to have wintered in at least the usual number. Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, 
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Mont. had an unusually large wintering population, beginning at 20,000 and dropping off to 6000 with the freeze-up. At McNary Refuge the species peaked at 36,000 in early January. A few Pintail wintered in the Bozeman area and at Ninepipe Refuge and 50-100 were present at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont. during most of the period. Several Shovelers were caught in a cannon net at Ninepipe Refuge in late January. A count at Ravalli Refuge in March revealed 40 Wood Ducks. A single male at Belgrade, Mont. on Jan. 28 was the first winter record for that area. Up to 50 Greater Scaup were on the river at Spokane during February and early March (WH). A Bufflehead seen on Feb. 25 in Park County, Mont. (RAH) may have wintered; the next observation in that area was on March 17. An Oldsquaw on the Baker, Oreg., Christmas Count was the first for the area (MI). At least 10 Red-breasted Mergansers were noted at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash., Feb. 24 (JA); 1 was killed near Ringold, Wash. in December (MCA); and 1 was noted at Okanogan Landing near Vernon, B. C., Dec. 26 (KG).

Hawks and Eagles—Swainson's Hawk wintered in small numbers at the Nat’l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. Several localities reported Golden Eagles in small numbers. Five counted on March 2 at the Bison Range represented about the normal situation there; 5 were sighted near Keating, Oreg., March 6 (LR); and 12 were seen on Cold Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Hermiston, Oreg. in December and January (MCA). Bald Eagles were widely reported, in unusually large numbers at some localities. Up to 43 were observed at Coeur d'Alene Lake in northern Idaho during late December and in January (JA; S.A.S.); 8 were noted at Spokane Lake near Spokane, Feb. 25 (S.A.S.); 9 were reported along the Snake River near Baker, Oreg. in March; and 7 were seen at the Ochoco Reservoir near Prineville, Oreg. in February (HBN). At Ennis, Mont., Bald Eagle numbers built up to 20 on March 24, and at Canyon Ferry, east of Helena, Mont., 50 were counted on March 31. A high density of both species near Heppner and in parts of the John Day River drainage in Oregon presented the difficult problem of how to convince ranchers that the eagles did not feed upon cattle and sheep (KMH). An Osprey was well seen at Prineville on Jan. 6 (JK). The only Gyrfalcon record was of 1 at Okanogan Landing on Dec. 23 (KG).

Gallinaceous Birds—The year-end estimate for Blue Grouse at the Bison Range was 70. California Quail appeared to be up at Vernon and Penticton, B. C. and at Baker, Oreg. but were scarce at McNary Refuge. Ring-necked Pheasants appeared to be about average except for increases at Ravalli Refuge and probably in the Bozeman area. Chukars were reported only from Penticton, with 26 on Dec. 26, and the Bison Range, with a year-end estimate of 50. Gray Partridge numbers were low except at the Bison Range, where the year-end estimate was 1000. Turkeys were noted in Stevens County, Wash. Where 5 were found two miles south of Rice, Dec. 28 (WH), and at Turnbull Refuge, where 1 was heard on March 25.

Cranes, Rails, Coot—March 31 was a record early date for Sandhill Crane, seen north of Belgrade, Mont. (DRS & PDS); 40 were seen north of Sprague, Wash. on March 23 (S.A.S.). A Virginia Rail was observed at Deep Creek near O'Keefe, B. C. on Dec. 30. A single Am. Coot noted in Park County, Mont. on Feb. 25 may have wintered; if not, it was a record early date. Farther west the birds appeared to winter about as usual.

Shorebirds, Gulls—Killdeer wintered in higher than normal numbers in the Bitterroot Valley of Western Montana: around Stevensville the Christmas Count revealed 20. Likewise, Com. Snipe were somewhat up in the Vernon, B. C. area, where 27 were noted on the Christmas Count. An adult Iceland Gull was identified at Coeur d'Alene Lake in Idaho on Dec. 24 (JA) and again on Jan. 14 (very careful observation—JA, WH, S.A.S.). At least 80 Herring Gulls were seen at the same lake, Jan. 7 and 14 (JA). This species was seen in the Bozeman area on four occasions, the earliest being 1 bird at Ennis on March 17 (LJ, DRS, PDS), and several were seen at Canyon Ferry, Broadwater Co., Mont., March 31 (DRS, PDS).

Owls—A Screech Owl was heard on March 1 at Coldstream in the Vernon, B. C. area, where the species is rare. There was no influx of Snowy Owls this year. One was seen near Charlo, Mont., Jan. 14 (FSD, fide CJH); an adult was found near Coulee City, Wash., Feb. 22 (WH), and a female or immature was seen near the same town two days later (JA). A group of 50 Burrowing Owls was seen in early December at McNary Refuge, where the species wintered. Short-eared Owls seemed to be scarce, but about 6 wintered at McNary Refuge. Two Barred Owls were present at Cherryville, 30 miles east of Vernon, B. C. during late February and early March.

Woodpeckers—A Yellow-shafted Flicker visited a feeder in Bozeman, Feb. 8—March 3 (EH & RAH); a female came to a feeder at Coldstream, Dec. 2—Jan. 15 (JTF); and 1 bird was recorded at Lavington, B. C., Jan. 8. Lewis' Woodpecker wintered in the south end of the Okanagan Valley of British Columbia and 1 was seen at the Bison Range, Feb. 27. Three White-headed Woodpeckers were seen north of Wellpinit, Stevens Co., Wash., March 10 (JA).

Ravens, Creepers—There seems to be a tendency of the Com. Raven to become increasingly at home in and near civilization. At Missoula, Mont. the birds flew across the city daily, occasionally alighting on utility poles or trees and on gravel bars in the river where it crosses the business district. At Spokane 2 were seen on Tower Mountain, about 3 miles south of Dishman; this was Hall's first record so close to the city. Six were seen soaring over Stevensville, Mont. on March 30, and they were more common than usual in the open country around Charlo, Mont. One or two even dropped in at a feeding station! (CJH). Brown Creepers seemed to be quite scarce or absent throughout the Region.

Wrens, Thrushes—A Cañon Wren was heard singing in the Madison River canyon west of Bozeman, on March 2 (HW), and the species was again heard singing, on March 24, at the nesting 
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site of a few years ago along the Madison River (DRS & PDS). Both dates are earlier than the previous early record of April 2 and suggest wintering (PDS). A Rock Wren was noted at Adventure Bay, Okanagan Lake, B. C., Dec. 26, at the same place where it was observed last winter; another was noted 2 miles away at Okanagan Landing, Jan. 13. A partly albino Robin, with white head and wing linings, was reported in Sumpter Valley near Baker, Oreg., March 17. Robins did not winter in large numbers in the western part of the Region, but in western Montana "many" spent the winter in the Bitterroot Valley and they were present in greater numbers at Missoula than in any year since 1954-55. Flocks of 100 or more were noted. At the Bison Range a flock of 500 was seen on Dec. 19, but the wintering population was quite small. About 400 were noted at Moscow, Idaho, Dec. 31, but few thereafter. The Townsend's Solitaire count for Baker, Oreg., was the highest ever, 46, but at Prineville, Oreg., the species was notably scarcer (GM).

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were seen occasionally all winter in the general area of McNary Refuge and were frequent at Cold Springs Refuge. About 7 were reported at Liberty Lake, Wash., Dec. 22 (GL). Bohemian Waxwing numbers were down from last year in most localities, particularly in the western part of the Region. At Spokane Cedar Waxwings probably outnumbered the Bohemian. A scanty mountain ash berry crop was undoubtedly responsible. Northern Idaho and western Montana did somewhat better. Moscow, Idaho reported 590 on Dec. 31. The big flocks at Missoula arrived late, about Dec. 20 and left early, Jan. 30. "Fair" wintering numbers were reported for Bozeman, as well as a few in February, which is unusual there. Northern Shrikes were described as unusually scarce in the Okanagan Valley, but the species seemed to be about as usual elsewhere.

Warblers, Blackbirds—Audubon's Warbler was common at McNary Refuge in December and occasional thereafter. One was reported at Spokane in the first week of December, and 3 were seen on the Spokane Christmas Count. Western Meadowlarks wintered about as usual in the western part of the Region. In the Okanagan the birds were scarcer than expected, in view of the mild winter; 34 did show up on the Vernon Christmas Count, however. A few wintered at Ninepipe Refuge and near Charlo (CJH) and also in the Bitterroot Valley. A very few probably wintered in the Bozeman area. A male Yellow-headed Blackbird was reported at Three Forks, Mont. on Dec. 10, a record late date. Brewer's Blackbird wintered in fair numbers in the Bozeman area but those noted on the Stevensville, Mont. Christmas Count were gone by Jan. 10. Scattered flocks wintered in the Vernon, B. C. area. The species was common as usual at McNary Refuge and probably wintered at Clarkston, Wash. (MJP). An observation of the species at Turnbull Refuge on Jan. 24 was reported; this seems a very early date. From 1 to 3 Com. Grackles seen at Bozeman from Dec. 26 (RAH & LM) to Feb. 18 (PDS) probably wintered; this is the first winter record there. Another bird, seen on March 23 north of Logan, Mont. was either a wintering individual or an early record (PDS).

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks were common at many localities throughout the Region. At Prineville they staged a "major invasion" at the end of January (GM), and Ann Ward had 125 in her backyard on Feb. 17. In the Okanagan, however, the species was quite scarce during early winter and extremely so from January on in the Vernon area. A hundred Cassin's Finches were seen near Durkee, Oreg., Jan. 15 (LR) and a few were seen in the Okanogan Valley. One bird at Bozeman, Mont., Jan. 24 and March 2-3, probably wintered; this was unusual but not unprecedented (EH & RAH). House Finches continued to increase their foothold at Missoula, with flocks of up to 35 birds seen there in December (RAH). Both sexes were seen repeatedly in January and thereafter (PLW). There were several reports of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches: 200-300 on Dixie Creek, 10 miles south of Durkee, Jan. 17 (LR); 100 at Penticton, B. C., Dec. 26; and "large numbers" at higher elevations at the Bison Range (CJH). Only a very few Pine Grosbeaks appeared in the lowlands, and the Com. Redpoll likewise was extremely scarce or absent. The mild winter may have accounted for the absence of these two species. Pine Siskins wintered in some areas. American Goldfinches were present at several western Mont. localities where the species does not commonly winter: up to 35 at the Bison Range, a few in the Stevensville area and four records in December in Bozeman area (RAH; Christmas Counts). Small numbers of Red Crossbills were reported in the Spokane area, at Stevensville, and at Ennis, Mont. Dec. 23 (HNM).

Sparrows—Tree Sparrows were totally absent at Missoula for the first time since 1956-57, but a few were seen at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Stevensville until Jan. 5. The birds wintered as usual at Bozeman. A Harris' Sparrow visited a feeder in Missoula, Feb. 11 (EH & RAH). A few White-crowned Sparrows wintered at Spokane and in the Vernon area, where they were scarcer than usual. Singles were seen occasionally at Baker, Oreg. from November through January. The species was very common at McNary Refuge, where several observations of Golden-crowned Sparrows were also made. One of the latter at Penticton, Dec. 26, was unusual (SC). Also unusual were 6 Fox Sparrows there on the same date (SC). The species was described as present in small numbers all winter in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana (OF, MG). Is this species wintering farther north than formerly? Three or more Lapland Longspurs were noted at Coulee City, Wash. on March 24 (JA); 1 was seen at Clarkston, Wash., Dec. 18 (MJP) and 1 observation was obtained on the Ennis, Mont. Christmas Count (RAH, DW, BU). Lapland Longspurs are apparently a thing of the past at Missoula, where territory formerly visited by them has been largely usurped by urban expansion. Snow Buntings appeared sparsely and in small numbers. The largest flock was 30 near Vernon, B. C. in mid-February (HO). One 
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near Davenport, Dec. 8 (JA), was Washington's only record. The species was seen twice at Bozeman, on the Christmas Count held on Dec. 26 and on Jan. 1 (RAH), and also was seen on the Ennis Christmas Count.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).— (JA) James Acton; (MCA) M. Clair Aldous, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (JGA) John G. Augsburger (assisted by Grant Hogge, Ernest W. Kraft, Victor B. May and Joseph P. Mazzoni), Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (SC) Steve Cannings; (FSD) F. Sheldon Dart; (OF) Opal Faust (assisted by Ged Devan) , Bitterroot Valley and Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; (JTF) Jack T. Fowle; (MG) Marion Gebhart; (JG) James Grant, British Columbia; (KG) Karl Gruener; (WH) Warren Hall; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (EH) Eve Hays; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry; (KMH) Kirk M. Horn; (MI) Marion Inman; (LJ) Lou Jonas; (LMJ) Loring M. Jones, Moscow, Idaho area; (FLK) Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (JK) John Knox; (GL) Gary Lancaster; (HNM) Homer N. Metcalf; (LM) Louis Moos; (GM) Gerald Morsello; (LLN) Lowell N. Napier, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (HO) Hugh Ogilvie; (MJP) Margaret J. Polumsky; (LR) Larry Roumpf; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman—Ennis—Three Forks, Mont. area; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (SOS) Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (BU) Bob Urban; (AW) Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg., area; (HW) Harold Watting; (DW) Dave Worley; (PLW) Philip L. Wright. 


The Winter Season, 1967-68

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The Rockies experienced a fierce, winter. In a number of areas, such as central Wyoming and southern Utah, it was the wettest winter and the coldest December on record. Stillwater Nat’l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada had heavy ice from mid-December to mid-January, rather than the 1-2 weeks of ice in late December or early January that is normal there. Except for the Rockies, where winter was severe throughout, the remainder of the winter was anticlimactic, with more reasonable temperatures. Moisture accumulation was far above average in the central Rockies but diminished as one went west. The Sierra Nevada had less moisture than usual (65 percent) and the situation in eastern Oregon was almost catastrophic. The Steens Mountains, the watershed for Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, had only 25 percent of their normal snow cover. Unless there is considerable late rain, which is unlikely, this year will go down as one of the worst droughts on record in the area. Over the years Malheur Refuge and the adjoining Harney Lakes vary between severe drought and relatively abundant moisture when the alkaline lakes are filled. Again, numbers of observers complained that there were fewer birds this winter; we can offer no explanation except the cold, early winter.

Loon—An injured Com. Loon was found on the streets of Delta, Colo. on Jan. 10 (TC). This is a very unusual bird for the western slope of the Rockies.

Ibis—A White-faced Ibis at a warm spring near Salt Lake, Jan. 20 (GK), was an unusual winter record. Equally unusual were the 11 that wintered in a drainage ditch at Stillwater Refuge (LDN).

Swans—The peak of the spring migration of Whistling Swans at Malheur Refuge was about normal with 10,000 on Feb. 18-24 (ELMcL). As usual, Bear River Marshes at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake had the most swans, 13,767 on March 21 (PF). The only other Whistling Swan concentration reported was 3500 at Stillwater Refuge in early December (LDN). What becomes of the Trumpeter Swans produced in the Great Basin? Both the colony at Malheur Refuge (45 birds) and the colony at Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in northeastern Nevada (22 birds) have not grown much larger in the last few years, but they are quite successful in rearing young. Are losses after the young are fledged higher than is known? Are new breeding areas going undetected? Are the swans moving back to their original range in Montana and British Columbia?

Geese—The wintering population of Canada Geese at Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado has grown to 750 (CRB). The peak in the spring migration of Snow Geese at Stillwater Refuge occurred early in March with 20,000-25,000 birds (LDN), and the peak at Malheur Refuge was marked by a good flight of 124,000 on March 7 (ELMcL).

Ducks—At Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho, the peak of the fall concentration of ducks occurred on Dec. 29 with 503,700 ducks present, of which 480,700 were Mallards (RVP). Although the numbers were normal, the peak was later than usual, which is quite remarkable since the lake froze on Dec. 14 and remained frozen until early February, much longer than usual. At the Klamath 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 22, Number 3  463

Basin in southern Oregon, the number of waterfowl was comparable to that of last year, but owing to the early cold weather there was much less waterfowl use of the area (EJOW). At Monte Vista Refuge there was more snow in December than in at least 15 years, but by continual blading of food crops the refuge staff brought their waterfowl through the winter; in late March there were 31,600 ducks present, close to a new high for the refuge (CRB). Bear River Marshes were frozen in January and February, reflecting the severe winter, but by March there was open water again. Ducks were about as numerous as last year, with a count of 58,529 Pintail on March 21 the highest concentration (PF). At Stillwater Refuge the early spring migration of ducks peaked on March 24-30 with about 75,000, mostly Pintail, Green-winged Teal and Canvasback (LDN). At Malheur Refuge the flight peaked on March 9 with 112,700 ducks present, 85,000 of which were Pintail. The duck migration was up about 20 percent over last year's figures (ELMcL). A Wood Duck was shot on the Little Bear River in northern Utah on Dec. 30 (DMF); this is a rare bird in that section. At the close of the period a pair of Wood Ducks was preparing to nest in a box set out for them at Deer Flat Refuge (RVP).

Hawks, Eagles—As was documented by the Christmas Counts, the northern part of the Region experienced a heavier-than-usual Rough-legged Hawk flight this winter. Eagles frequent the great wildlife refuges where sick and crippled ducks provide a food supply. In early January, 6 Golden and 83 Bald Eagles were present in the Klamath Basin refuges (EJO'N); there were 10 Golden and 4 Bald Eagles at Deer Flat Refuge on Jan. 15 (RVP); and 7 Golden and 28 Bald Eagles were noted at Monte Vista Refuge during the period (CRB). Malheur Refuge had 3 active Golden Eagle nests and 12 Bald Eagles on March 31 (ELMcL).

Sage Grouse—A strutting ground used by 15 Sage Grouse was found near Honey Lake in northeastern California on Feb. 22 (JW). This bird is much more common in the eastern part of the Region where strutting grounds in Wyoming often contain up to 300 birds.

Owls—There was an "invasion" of Snowy Owls in Wyoming this winter. One was seen at Sheridan in northern Wyoming on Feb. 28 (TK); another was spotted atop the flagpole of the Lander Post Office; and a third was seen at Big Horn Flat near Dubois on Feb. 24 (MB). The latter two observations were from central Wyoming. This many records of the Snowy Owl is unprecedented for this part of the country but may simply be indicative of more and better observers. The Burrowing Owl, on the other hand, seems to be much less common than heretofore. On March 22 one was seen near Cedar City, Utah (SM), where the species has been scarce recently.

Flicker, Chickadees, Nuthatches—A Yellow-shafted Flicker, a rarity in Utah, was seen in Salt Lake City on Jan. 14 (GK). This one was not a hybrid. Chickadees and nuthatches were way down in numbers everywhere in the Region but particularly so in western Nevada (JMD) and at Logan Canyon in northeastern Utah (DMF).

Thrushes, Waxwings—A Robin wintered at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in central southern Idaho (DLC). This is far north of the normal wintering range, although the species is a common winter resident in juniper forests throughout the Region. Unusually large numbers of Robins wintered in Reno, Nev., with flocks of up to 300 birds noted (JMD). A heavy migration of Robins was observed at Grand Junction in western Colorado in late February (LFE), and an estimated 2500+ seen south of Durango in southwestern Colorado on March 9 were the largest number ever seen in that area by a veteran observer (OR). Townsend's Solitaires were reported to be numerous in Reno and in the Humboldt Range to the northeast of Reno (JMD). More than usual were present this winter in central Wyoming (OKS) where their occurrence could be correlated with the excellent moisture conditions of last summer and the resulting better-than-usual juniper berry crop. This correlation also helps to account for the increased population of wintering Robins discussed above. One could go on to speculate that there would be great numbers of Bohemian Waxwings, as they also feed on juniper berries, but there were almost no reports of this species during much of the winter. There were only a few early reports, including 70 at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument on Dec. 26 (DLC). No Bohemian Waxwings were reported at Salt Lake City, although 50 Cedar Waxwings appeared on March 24 (GK). Central Wyoming could boast of no waxwings at all until February and March, when mixed flocks appeared; one flock of 75 Bohemian and 15 Cedar Waxwings was observed in Casper on March 18 (OKS). As usual, no Bohemian Waxwings were observed in the mountains of Colorado (WWB), although large numbers were present, in company with Cedar Waxwings, at Nampa in western Idaho (HES).

Fringillids—There was a surprising paucity of Evening Grosbeaks, with no reasonable explanation for their absence. None were observed at Evergreen, west of Denver (WWB) or at Durango, Colo. where they are usually abundant (OR). An invasion of Rufous-sided Towhees was reported in the vicinity of Zion Nat'l Park in southern Utah (BAL); the birds were perhaps concentrated by the cold, snowy December in that area. White-winged Juncos were very scarce west of Denver where they usually winter in numbers (HK). Juncos of other species were also scarce elsewhere in the Region, e.g. at Hotchkiss, Colo. on the western slope of the Rockies (TC). An unusual record for western Nevada was a Harris' Sparrow present at a feeder in Reno during January and February (JMD). Another was seen south of Mendon in northern Utah (DMF), and two were observed at Grand Junction on March 17 (LFE); none, however, were recorded in central Wyoming where the species has been considered a regular winter visitor (OKS).

Contributors—(MB), Mary Back; (WWB), W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis Carter; (TC), Theo Colborn; (JMD), Dr. John Davis; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (PF), Phillip Feiger; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (BAL), Barbara A. Lund; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EJO'N), Ed J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (OR), Oppie Reames; (OKS), Dr. Oliver K. Scott; (HES), Mrs. H. E. Shaw; (JW), Jon Winter.


The Winter Season, 1967-68

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The winter of 1967-68 brought more prolonged cold periods with more snow than usual in the lowland areas during January. February and March, however, were warmer and drier than usual, with a considerably diminished snow pack in the mountains and a very advanced spring season; by the end of March bird movements had become noticeable. An invasion of northern finches, anticipated in the fall when several large flocks of Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins were seen, failed to materialize; and there was no "echo" flight of Snowy Owls after last winter's unprecedented invasion. Instead, the season's principal items of interest were supplied by Eurasian species—Yellow-billed Loon, Com. Teal, Tufted Duck and Brambling.

Loons, Grebes, Fulmar—A Yellow-billed Loon found at Birch Bay near Blaine, Wash. on Jan. 14 (Zella Schultz, Emil Gralphs, ES, et al.) constituted the first certain occurrence of the species in the state of Washington. On the next day the bird was seen by other observers at the same spot; presumably the same bird was observed at Bellingham, Wash,, March 9-18 and 30 (TRW, et al.). Good photographs were obtained. On March 2, 200 Arctic Loons, a singularly large number, were counted at Esquimalt Lagoon, Vancouver Is. Red-necked Grebes were numerous in Puget Sound and around Victoria and Vancouver all winter, with 134 recorded on the Victoria Christmas Count. Eared Grebes were seen in numbers up to 30 on Christmas counts from Victoria north to Nanaimo, B. C. An estimated 25,000-30,000 Western Grebes wintered in the Bellingham area (TRW). A dark-phase Fulmar was seen at Clover Point, Victoria, B. C., Dec. 10 (GAP).

Herons—One Green Heron spent the winter as far north as Mount Vernon, Wash., and several birds wintered in the Columbia River bottoms below Portland and in the Willamette Valley. A Com. Egret was found on the Eugene, Oreg. Christmas Count and one was recorded in north Portland on Feb. 22 and again on March 23. Six Black-crowned Night-Herons were found on the Medford, Oreg. Christmas Count and one Night-Heron was discovered on the Sauvie Is., Christmas Bird Count, near Portland.

Swans, Geese—Whistling Swans wintered as usual along the Columbia River below Portland; 790 were counted on a marsh at Gaston, Oreg., Jan. 9 (HBN); a few also wintered in Oregon's Willamette Valley and in Washington on the Skagit Game Range and at the mouth of the Nooksack River; and an estimated 1000 were observed in flight over Canby, Oreg., Feb. 25. About 20 Trumpeter 
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Swans wintered in the Comox, B. C. area, which is usual; 21 were on the Skagit River near Mount Vernon, Wash. during much of the winter, first being identified by a Game Department biologist after one was shot by a hunter in December (fide TRW); and 2 were seen 25 miles north of Terrace, B. C. on March 12 (HRV). An adult Emperor Goose was at White Rock, B. C., near Vancouver, Jan. 1–Feb. 29 (TRW, et al.); another was seen at Dungeness, Wash., Dec. 12 (fide ES), while 2 others were reported from Victoria in early March (Chas. Guiget, fide DS). Two White-fronted Geese were recorded on the Victoria Christmas Count; 120 were at Sauvie Is. on Feb. 29 (TM). Over 300 Snow Geese were counted on the Vancouver, B. C. Christmas a; an estimated 22,000 wintered on the Skagit Flats according to the Washington State Game Department; and a flock of 200 was seen at Sauvie Is. on Jan. 27 (HBN, TM, et al.).

Ducks—A lone Mallard was accompanying the 2 Trumpeter Swans north of Terrace, B. C. on March 12 (HRV). Mallards, Pintails and Am. Widgeon all were up as much as an estimated 25-30 percent over last year's figures in northwestern Oregon and western Washington. Several reports of Com. Teal last winter were the first for the Region; this year 1 was found at Victoria in December (GAP) and 2 were spotted there again in March (R. Fryer); at least 2, possibly 3, were in north Portland, Jan. 15–March 7 (JG, et al.); another was identified in a flock of 350 Green-winged Teal at Seattle, Jan. 6 and 7 (ES, et al.); and a bird deemed to be a hybrid Com. X Green-winged Teal was seen at Wiser Lake, near Bellingham, Dec. 30 (TRW). Eight Blue-winged Teal at Portland, 1 at Sauvie Is., and 1 at Vancouver, B. C., during the Christmas Count period are of interest. A Cinnamon Teal was said to have wintered at Clear Lake, Wash. (Howard Channing, fide TRW); another in breeding plumage was seen at Hoover Lakes near Medford, Jan. 3 (JH); a pair was noted in northeast Portland on Feb. 29 (JG); and another pair was recorded near Brownsville, Oreg., March 8 (LW). European Widgeon were more numerous than ever before from Portland north; many were reported shot at Sauvie Is. during the hunting season, according to a Game Commission representative; and 7 were counted at Kent Valley, Wash. on March 9 (ES, et al.). One or two single Wood Ducks wintered in the Bellingham area (TRW); 2 were in the vicinity of Redmond, Wash. In late February and early March (ES); 26 were reported on the Vancouver Christmas Count. A few Wood Ducks wintered in the Willamette Valley. A pair of Redheads spent the winter at Mount Vernon, Wash. (VEC), while another 2-3 birds wintered on Wiser Lake, Wash. (TRW); 2 also were found on the Victoria Christmas Count. Some 58 Ring-necked Ducks on the Tillamook, Oreg., Christmas Count, 60 on the Pender Is., B. C. Christmas Count, 300 and 365 respectively on the Victoria, B. C. and Salem, Oreg. Christmas Counts, and 75 at Scappoose, Columbia Co., Oreg. on Feb. 25 (JG & Mark Koninendyke) all suggest that this species was present in better than usual numbers this winter. Photographs were obtained of 2 Tufted Ducks present at Seattle, Dec. 31–Feb. 12 (Zella Schultz, ES, et al.), which constituted the third or fourth record of the species from the Region in recent years. Over 2300 Barrow's Goldeneye on the Vancouver Christmas Count were noteworthy. On the Victoria Christmas Count 363 Oldsquaws were recorded, but the species was not reported from farther south this winter. Single White-winged and Com. Scoters were in hunter's bags at Sauvie Is., about 75 miles inland, Dec. 26 (Norman Minnick). The total of 149 Hooded Mergansers on the Victoria Christmas Count was an unusually high number for anywhere in the Region.

Vulture, Hawks, Eagles—An early Turkey Vulture was seen on the southwestern Oregon coast, Feb. 17 (JH & OS). Lone Goshawks were reported from Salem, Dec. 5 (TM); from Medford, Tillamook and Eugene on the Christmas Counts; from Kelso, Wash., March 13 (JG, et al.); and from Bellingham, March 24 (TRW). A Sharp-shinned Hawk wintered at Terrace, B. C. (HRV); this species was reported as common in the Lebanon, Oreg. area (WT) and in good numbers at Victoria (DS) during the winter but down at Bellingham (TRW). Cooper's Hawk also was reported in good numbers at Victoria but down at Bellingham. Very few Rough-legged Hawks were seen at Bellingham during the winter (TRW), but at least 4 individuals seem to have spent the winter at Sauvie Is., a few were in the Willamette Valley, and 1 was seen on the coast at Nehalem, Oreg. on March 22 (Sterling Anderson). There were a surprising number of Golden Eagle reports: 2 birds at Pitt Meadows near Vancouver on Feb. 4 (MAS); an immature at Brownsville, Oreg. on March 13 (LW); 1 bird at Comox, B. C. on March 10 (GAP); and 1 or more reported several times in Whatcom and Skagit Counties by the Washington State Game Commission. A few Bald Eagles were in the Lebanon–Sweet Home, Oreg. area in January (LW); birds were present at the traditional wintering spots along the northern Oregon coast and the lower Columbia River; more than usual wintered in Washington's Whatcom and Skagit Counties (TRW); and 14 were counted between Victoria and Comox, B. C. on March 12 (DS). Marsh Hawks started nuptial flights in mid-February at Lebanon and were incubating eggs by the end of March (WT); more than usual seemed to be wintering along the Columbia below Portland (HBN). An Osprey was reported as having spent the winter at Clear Lake, Wash. (Howard Channing, fide TRW). A Prairie Falcon at Medford on Jan. 27 (JH & OS) was said to be the first recorded there in 10 years. The only Peregrine reports were of single birds on the Sauvie Is. and Victoria Christmas Counts and of 1 bird at Marietta, Wash., March 31 (TRW). Pigeon Hawks were recorded at the Wm. L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg. on Dec. 31 (LW), at the south side of the mouth of the Columbia River on Jan. 13 and March 9 (HBN), at Seattle in mid-February (ES), and at Bellingham through much of the winter (TRW); 5 individuals were reported on the Vancouver Christmas Count and 2 on the Victoria Christmas Count.
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Cranes, Rails—Eleven Sandhill Cranes at Ridgefield, Wash., across the Columbia River from Sauvie Is., on March 3 (JG & Sterling Anderson) were early. Several Virginia Rails were at Kent Valley, Wash. in February and March (Rathfelder, fide ES); other birds were heard in mid-March near Lebanon (WT) and near Salem (TM); 2 were recorded on the Vancouver Christmas Count.

Shorebirds—Two Snowy Plovers were in the vicinity of the south jetty at the mouth of the Columbia River on Jan. 13 (HBN). A few Black-bellied Plovers wintered in the Region; 9 seen at Svensen, Oreg., on the lower Columbia, Jan. 13 (HBN), 1 on the Game Commission ponds at Medford, Oreg. on March 1 (JH), and 1 recorded on the Eugene Christmas Count all were away from the favored coastal spots. A Ruddy Turnstone was seen at Vancouver on a number of occasions (MAS), while 1 was found on the Tillamook Christmas Count. An estimated 250 Com. Snipe wintered in north Portland on the Columbia River bottoms (JG). One or two Spotted Sandpipers wintered on Sauvie Is.; 2 individuals were found on the Nanaimo, B. C. Christmas Count; 4 were noted on the Vancouver Christmas Count; and 1 was recorded on the Victoria Christmas Count. A Willet was reported on the Gold Beach, Oreg. Christmas Count. Twenty-three Greater Yellowlegs on the Victoria Christmas Count were unusual; 6 birds were at Marietta, Wash. on Dec. 18 (TRW); and there were a number of other reports in December from various points in western Oregon. A Lesser Yellowlegs was present at Whidbey Is., Wash. all during March (VEC). Flocks of Rock Sandpipers wintered at favored localities at Nanaimo, Vancouver and Victoria, B. C., at Bellingham, Wash., and at Tillamook and Seal Rock, Oreg. Some 250 Least Sandpipers were recorded on the Eugene Christmas Count; 300 were estimated at Newport, Oreg. on March 17 (JH), while 1200 were estimated around Yaquina Bay, Oreg. on the same day (HBN, WT, LW). A total of 175 Dunlin near Lebanon, Oreg., on Jan. 7 (LW) was an unusually high count for an inland location; many birds of this species seem to have wintered around Lebanon (WT); 2 were seen at Medford on Jan. 27 (JH & OS). A few Long-billed Dowitchers were reported; 55 at Scappoose, Oreg., Dec. 12-16 (JG & Mark Koninendyke) were the high count, with 50 on the Vancouver Christmas Count also of interest. Three Western Sandpipers were at Bellingham on Jan. 14 (TRW); 50 were reported on the Eugene Christmas Count; lesser numbers appeared on a few other counts.

Gulls, Alcids—Three Glaucous Gulls were recorded on the Tillamook Christmas Count and 1 was found on the Comox, B. C. Christmas Count; in late January, first one and then another showed up in north Portland, with 5 birds (2 first-year, 3 second-year) found in one day, Feb. 29, on Sauvie Is. (HBN). As it happens almost every winter, 1 or 2 Western Gulls appeared in late January in north Portland (HBN, TM, et al.). Herring Gulls appeared on Christmas Count reports for the Region in good numbers, greater perhaps than ever before. California Gulls were reported by most counts touching prominent bodies of water, with 103 on the Portland Christmas Count the highest total. Ninety-four Bonaparte's Gulls were reported on rho Vancouver Christmas Count; a few wintered at Victoria (DS); elsewhere the only reports were of 2 on the Bellingham Christmas Count and 1 in north Portland on Dec. 6 (JG, et al.). Black-legged Kittiwakes were scarce: 4 were at Clover Point in Victoria on Dec. 10 (GAP) and 4 were at the mouth of the Columbia River on March 9 (HBN). Two Sabine's Gulls were also at Clover Point on Dec 10 (GAP). Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, Marbled Murrelets and Ancient Murrelets were reported by almost all of the coastal British Columbia Christmas Counts and in Washington on the Bellingham, Samish Is. and Seattle Christmas Counts. Cassin's Auklets were reported only from Seattle. Rhinoceros Auklets were numerous in Puget Sound at Seattle most of the winter (VEC) with 162 reported on the Christmas Count, but the species was seemingly absent elsewhere in the Region.

Pigeons, Doves, Owls—As has been usual the past few years, a few Band-tailed Pigeons spent the winter in Victoria (ARD); 74 were recorded on the Seattle Christmas Count. Eugene reported 662, Portland, 353, and Bellingham an unusual 32 Mourning Doves on their respective Christmas Counts. The only Snowy Owls of the winter were recorded at Comox and Vancouver during the Christmas Count period. Pygmy Owls, scarce on Vancouver Is., were present at Victoria all winter; 1 was recorded also on the Comox Christmas Count and 1 on the Vancouver Christmas Count. Many observers in the northern portion of the Region thought Short-eared Owls were more abundant this winter, and an estimated 20 wintered on the south side of Sauvie Is. (JG, et al.). A dead Saw-whet Owl was found at Terrace, B. C. on March 21 (HRV) and one was reported as having wintered at Eugene (A. Larrabee).

Hummingbirds—It is strange that Anna's Hummingbird, a species whose traditional range is to the south of the Region, should have been reported during the past winter with greater frequency than ever before in any one season: "several" birds wintered in the Magnolia Bluff area of Seattle where winter records have occurred in years past; a specimen was taken at Comox, B. C., Jan. 1 and was sent to the Provincial Museum" (fide DS); and 4 individuals were recorded by the Christmas Count at Gold Beach on the southwestern coast of Oregon while 2 were found inland on the Medford Christmas Count. A Rufous Hummingbird spent the winter at Victoria (DS). First migrant Rufous Hummingbirds were recorded at Tillamook, Feb. 25 (Sterling Anderson & Randy Wright), in Seattle, March 10 (ES), and at Bellingham, March 21 (TRW).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows—Nine Acorn Woodpeckers reported on the Salem Christmas Count gave further indication of a gradual northward extension of range in the Willamette 
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Valley by this entertaining woodpecker; 92 were recorded on the Eugene Christmas Count. A Lewis' Woodpecker at Victoria on Jan. 27 (ARD) was out of the ordinary; there were no reports from northern Oregon and only one bird was seen a few times in the Medford area (JH) where in recent years the species has wintered more or less common. Twelve Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers on the Victoria Christmas Count were an unusually high number; the species seems to have been in good numbers there all winter (DS). A Say's Phoebe at Medford on Jan. 27 (JH & OS) and one near Corvallis in early February (A. Larrabee) were the only reports of that species in the Region during the past winter. Horned Larks were present in small numbers at favored localities in western Oregon; 2 were at Kent, Wash. on Feb. 25, while 30 were there on March 9 (Rathfelder, fide ES). The vanguard of Violet-green Swallows appeared widely during the first 10 days of March, a week or 10 days after the first Tree Swallows. A Rough-winged wallow was at Bellingham on March 31 (TRW), quite an early date.

Corvidae—Two Black-billed Magpies were observed south of Seattle on Dec. 27 (fide ES); one was noted at Bellingham in mid-December (TRW) and another was found on the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count. There were times when as many as 15 Com. Ravens were together on the Thackaberry farm northeast of Lebanon, Oreg. this winter (WT). Northwestern Crows were present in small numbers in the area on the south side of the mouth of the Columbia River during the season (HBN).

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrentit, Wrens—Two Black-capped Chickadees were seen at Hazelton in northern British Columbia on Feb. 27 (HRV). Red-breasted Nuthatches were very scarce in Oregon but were said to be in normal numbers at Bellingham during the winter period (TRW). Six Wrentits were recorded on the Eugene Christmas Count after having been present all during the fall; the species is virtually unrecorded away from the coast, except for the Rogue River Valley in the extreme southern part of the Region. Long-billed Marsh Wrens wintered in noticeably more than their usual sparse numbers in northwestern Oregon, but judging by Christmas Count comparisons for localities both to the north and to the south the phenomenon was not Region-wide.

Thrasher, Thrushes—The California Thrasher reported for Medford in the summer and fall of 1967 showed up at the same feeder on the amazing date of Feb. 4 but was not seen on more than the one day (fide JH). Twenty-four migrant Robins were far north in British Columbia at Terrace on the early date of March 12 (HRV). Observers seemed to agree that Varied Thrushes were more in evidence in the populated valley areas of western Washington and Oregon; the species was considered less abundant this year at Victoria; 1 was seen at Hazleton, B. C., northeast of Terrace, on Feb. 27 (HRV). Occasional Hermit Thrushes were present in western Oregon and Washington at least through the Christmas Count period, which is the usual winter status of the species; 16 on the Eugene Christmas Count was an unusually high number. Ninety-one W. Bluebirds on the Salem Christmas Count and 184 on the Eugene Christmas Count were noteworthy records, as were the appearances of 2 Mountain Bluebirds on the Thackaberry farm, March 16, and 1 on Samish Is., Wash., March 9 (J. Duemmel, fade TRW). Townsend's Solitaire is an uncommon to rare bird in the Region of late; winter records this year came only from Bellingham (TRW) and for the end of March from Victoria (DS).

Pipits, Shrikes, Starling—Water Pipits wintered sparsely at Bellingham (TRW) and on the Skagit Game Range (VEC); 75 were at Agate Lake near Medford on Jan. 27 (JH & OS); 575 were recorded on the Corvallis Christmas Count. Northern Shrikes appear to have wintered in small numbers south to about Eugene, where a Loggerhead Shrike was found for the Christmas Count. Starlings increased around Victoria and 10 birds were seen far to the north at Hazelton, B. C. on Feb. 27 (HRV).

Vireos, Warblers—Hutton's Vireos appear in numbers up to 3 on the Christmas Count reports from Victoria, Seattle, Portland, Corvallis and Eugene; the bird was also found later in the season at Seattle's Seward Park and at Kent Valley, Wash. (ES). There were up to a score of reports of Orange-crowned Warblers wintering north through the Region to Victoria and Bellingham. Either 2 or 3 Townsend's Warblers were listed on the Seattle, Portland, and Corvallis Christmas Counts. A winter report of MacGillivray's Warbler would ordinarily be dismissed with extreme skepticism, but the fact that 1 was reported by a party under an experienced leader on the Victoria Christmas Count, Dec. 30, and that 2 were reported for the Eugene Christmas Count on the next day, presumably by one observer, causes an editor to pause for a long time before rejecting what would seem to be incredible sightings.

Blackbirds, Oriole—A Yellow-headed Blackbird was at Hoover Lakes near Medford on Jan. 19 (OS). A Tricolored Blackbird was carefully studied at Sauvie Is. after the bird's voice announced its presence (JG, et al.). A flock of up to 350 Brown-headed Cowbirds was counted several times in north Portland during the winter; a few also wintered at Victoria as has been the case for several consecutive years (DS). A Bullock's Oriole was seen on the Rogue River near Medford on Feb. 15 (JH).

Grosbeaks, Finches—Three Black-headed Grosbeaks were present at Agate Lakes for the Medford Christmas Count, held on Dec. 30, and 1 immature was seen at Medford on Feb. 22 (fide OS). The Brambling reported seen for a week in Portland at the end of November in the fall season account spent the winter at a feeder several blocks from where it had first appeared; the bird has eaten sunflower seeds exclusively so far as can be ascertained. The bird has been seen by many persons and numerous photographs of it have been taken; by the end of the report period it was undergoing considerable plumage change and was acting aggressively toward other birds. A Pine Grosbeak was observed on Feb. 27 at Hazelton, B. C. where 80
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Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were noted on the same day (HRV). Pine Siskins were noticeable in the Willamette Valley after March 1, having been around Portland all winter; over 100 individuals were recorded on the Vancouver, Victoria, Tillamook and Gold Beach Christmas Counts, as well. Two Com. Redpolls were at Terrace, B. C., Feb. 17 (HRV), and a tame male permitted the observer to approach within 4 feet at Bellingham, March 12 (TRW). Red Crossbills were very scarce, with a flock of 45 at Toledo, Oreg., March 21 (HBN, WT, LW) the high count.

Sparrows—Two Savannah Sparrows on the Vancouver Christmas Count were remarkably far north for the season; 1 was found on the Sauvie Is. Christmas Count; more than 50 were found on the Eugene and Corvallis Christmas Counts combined; and 121 were recorded on the Medford Christmas Count. Signs of spring migration in this species were apparent in the last week of March with appearances at various points in Washington and northwestern Oregon. A Vesper Sparrow in north Portland on March 29 (JG) was an early migrant. A total of 50 Lark Sparrows at Agate Lakes near Medford on Jan. 27 was remarkable (JH & OS). Slate-colored Juncos were reported wintering in Seattle, Portland, Salem and Lebanon; individuals of this species also were recorded on the Christmas Counts at Vancouver (with a high of 5), Comox, Victoria, Bellingham and Medford. Oregon Juncos were abundant from southwestern British Columbia south through the rest of the Region during the winter. Seven Tree Sparrows were reported on the Bellingham Christmas Count, with 1 still in evidence on Jan. 22 (TRW). Harris' Sparrows were present through the winter at a feeder in West Vancouver, B. C. (MAS), and in north Portland where an adult and an immature were found from Jan. 14 to March 20 (JG, HBN, et al.); an immature was also present at a feeder in Lake Oswego, Oreg. much of the winter (Mr. & Mrs. Irving Curran). More White-crowned Sparrows spent the winter farther north than usual, being particularly remarked upon from Bellingham and northwestern Oregon; 5 appeared on the Comox, B. C. Christmas Count. There were four records of White-throated Sparrows this winter: 1 wintering at a Victoria feeder (fide DS) and individual birds seen at Sumas, Wash., Jan. 7 (fide TRW), at Dallas, Oreg., Feb. 1 (TM), and near Corvallis, Dec. 30 (LW). A number of Christmas Count reports from the Region include Lincoln's Sparrows, but these records constitute such a departure from the established winter range of the species as to require substantial verification before acceptance. A Snow Bunting was at Clover Point, Victoria, Dec. 23 (ARD); 12 were noted on the Bellingham Christmas Count, with 2 last seen there on March 20 (TRW); 1 was found on the Seattle Christmas Count.

Contributors— (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (MAS) Madelon A. Schouten; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry Wahl; (LW) Larry Wheeler.


Spring Migration, 1968

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

After a mild, moisture- deficient winter season, particularly in March, spring was unseasonably cool, especially in April, and the extremely dry conditions continued well into May. In April temperatures at Spokane, Wash. averaged 4.3° below normal, with only 0.10 inch of precipitation (normal, 0.81 inch). The Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. had about normal precipitation in April but received only about one-third of the normal amount of moisture in May. Conditions were similar at Missoula, Mont. but the lower temperatures were believed to have compensated somewhat for lack of moisture by reducing evaporation and slowing spring run-off. For the most part data are lacking for higher elevations, where lower temperatures and greater precipitation could be expected, e.g. Loring Jones' estimate that precipitation for May at the 4500-foot level at the University of Idaho's station north of Moscow would reach 4 inches. Some evidence that migration was speeded up during the warm early spring was given in the reports from P. D. Skaar for the Bozeman, Mont. area, Opal Foust for the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont., and Mrs. S. O. Stanley for the Spokane area. The "false spring" hurried nesting activities at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, 
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Mont., where goslings and ducklings were seen earlier than usual.

Grebes, Pelicans—Unusually large numbers of Eared Grebes were observed in the vicinity of Ninepipe Refuge. A group of over 100 was on Pablo Reservoir, 15 miles north of the refuge, in late April. Many more than usual were noted at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont., but the species seemed to be in about usual numbers elsewhere. Fifteen White Pelicans stopped at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash, for one day, April 11. The only other records for the Region were in the Bozeman, Mont. area, where the first arrivals were noted on May 5 at Ennis.

Cormorants, Herons—Double-crested Cormorants first appeared on May 5 in the Bozeman area; at McNary Refuge 2 arrived on May 8 and remained to the end of the report period. About 60 Great Blue Herons were reported at a heronry at Otter Lake near Vernon, B. C., April 3 (HB). A Snowy Egret seen near Helena, Mont. on May 25 (SM) furnished one of only a few records for the state. Black-crowned Night Herons were reported at Mc-Nary Refuge and at the nesting area near St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash., where 32 were counted on April 5. The Am. Bittern was observed at Ravalli Refuge in April and at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. in May.

Waterfowl—Whistling Swans reached a peak of 1000 on the lake at Ennis, Mont. on March 24. Trumpeter Swans, which probably wintered in that area, showed an influx in March. The introduced population of this species at Turnbull Refuge still held at 39 birds. Two cygnets hatched there on June 3. A White-fronted Goose was seen near Sprague, Lincoln Co., Wash., April 20 (WH). At Missoula, Mont. unusually early arrival dates were obtained for Pintail (March 6) and Cinnamon Teal (April 17). The latter species appeared to be on an upsurge in some localities and outnumbered other teal in several cases, with 400 remaining at Ravalli Refuge after a peak of 1000 in late March, numbers estimated to be three or four times the usual density around Ronan, Lake Co., Mont. (CJH), and the species described as more common than previously recognized at nearby Ninepipe Refuge. At Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. the Cinnamon Teal population was about four times that recorded last year, and at McNary Refuge breeding pairs slightly outnumbered Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal. At the latter refuge breeding pairs of ducks showed a 300 percent increase over last year. Blue-winged Teal were not noted at Reardan, Lincoln Co., Wash, until the very late date of May 15. A male European Widgeon noted at Willow Lake, Spokane Co. on April 16 (WH) furnished one of the very few records of the species in eastern Washington. Sixty Wood Ducks, a surprising total, were reported nesting at Ravalli Refuge. A pair of Barrow's Golden-eyes was reported nesting near Lake Como in the upper Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont. Two male Surf Scoters were seen on May 15 at Eaglet Lake, Prince George, B. C. and about 30 were noted on May 19 at Ahbau Lake near Quesnel, B. C. (CS). At least 80 Hooded Mergansers were present at Ravalli Refuge in May. A Red-breasted Merganser was seen at Sun Lakes, Grant Co., Wash., April 5 (WH), and the species was noted in Ravalli County in May (LM).

Hawks, Eagles—There appeared to be a scarcity of hawks in Montana west of the Continental Divide, and possibly the same applied to the areas farther west, although around Spokane conditions appeared to be about normal in this respect. An immature Goshawk was seen in open farmland near Reardan, Wash. on April 28 (JA). April 14 was a record early date for the Ferruginous Hawk at Ennis, Mont. (DRS & PDS). A pair of Golden Eagles was reported nesting at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. in late April (JA); the species was unusually scarce in the Vernon, B. C. area during winter and spring A peak of 50 Bald Eagles was recorded near Townsend, Broadwater Co., Mont. on March 31. A pair was present at Suttle Lake near Sisters, Deschutes Co., Oreg. (GM). Sparrow Hawks were apparently migrating about April 18 and again on May 6 in the Baker, Oreg. area.

Gallinaceous Birds—On April 25 male Blue Grouse were strutting at the Nat'l Bison Range. A Sharp-tailed Grouse was noted near Creston, Lincoln Co., Wash., April 25 (WH). At the Clarkston Flats near Clarkston, Asotin Co., Wash. what were probably 2 different Sage Grouse were seen on April 28 (WH); 40-50 were present at the dancing ground south of Creston in early April. Three breeding pairs of California Quail were found at McNary Refuge, where house cats are thought to be the limiting factor. Three Turkeys were seen five miles west of Stevensville, Mont., April 9 (BT).

Sandhill Crane, Sora—At least 300 Sandhill Cranes were seen on April 6 near Sprague, Lincoln Co., Wash. The species was recorded in the Bozeman area on the early date of March 31 (DRS & PDS), and single birds were seen at two unusual localities: near Frenchtown, Missoula Co., Mont. on May 2 (PLW) and at Missoula on May 21 (RSH, RLH). It was noted only once in eastern Oregon, 2 birds seen in the upper Sumpter Valley west of Baker on May 6. Previously considered rare at Ravalli Refuge, the Sora was seen there in many places this spring.

Shorebirds—The Semipalmated Plover was added to the Ravalli Refuge list on May 9 by Carol Boyd and also was observed there in early May by Louis Moos; on May 5, 13 were seen at Reardan, Wash, and 4 were seen at Three Forks, Gallatin Co., Mont. (DRS & PDS); another seen on May 8 at McNary Refuge was the first ever recorded there. Unusual numbers of Long-billed Curlews were noted in northeastern Oregon and southeastern Washington, with a peak of 50 seen in the Baker, Oreg. area on April 12 and about 150 observed feeding in a field at McNary Refuge on May 30. At Columbia Refuge, where 10 years ago the species was considered rare, the population increased to about 50 breeding pairs. An Upland Plover at Missoula on May 23 was only Ralph Hand's second spring record in many years of observation. April 28 was a record early date for the Willet and Lesser
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Yellowlegs at Three Forks, Mont. (DRS & PDS). A Willet was noted at the unusual locality of Banks Lake, Wash. on May 5 (WH). Two Pectoral Sandpipers, rare in spring in eastern Washington, were seen at Reardan on the early date of May 30 (JA and Mr. & Mrs. SOS; WH). A Baird's Sandpiper observed at Missoula on April 6 was almost a month earlier than the previous early record. The Dunlin was noted at two localities in eastern Washington and in unusual numbers at each: at least 15 on May 3 at Banks Lake and 20 on April 18 at McNary Refuge. A Marbled Godwit was seen near Ronan, Mont., May 1 (CJH). An Am. Avocet was noted at Duck Lake, 10 miles north of Kelowna, B. C., May 12-20 (FP); there are only about eight previous records for the province. A Wilson's Phalarope at Three Forks, Mont. on April 28 (DRS & PDS) established an early record.

Gulls and Terns—A single Glaucous Gull, apparently passing into its second-year plumage, was carefully identified at Ennis, Mont. on May 19; this is the second state record. Herring Gulls set record early and late dates at Ennis: March 17 and April 14 (DRS & PDS). April 10 was "gull day" at McNary Refuge, with about 500 Herring, 3000 California and 4000 Ring-billed Gulls observed; this followed the treatment of a refuge pond with rotenone April 1. The Ring-billed Gull set an early record, 1 March 17, at Ennis (LJ, DRS & PDS). A Bonaparte's Gull at McNary Refuge on May 8 was the first record for spring. Forster's Tern was described as nesting abundantly on islands at Ninepipe Refuge. The sighting of a Com. Tern at Reardan, Wash., May 18 (JA & S.A.S.) was not a common event there.

Pigeon, Owls—A Band-tailed Pigeon, the second for Montana and the third for the Region, was carefully identified just south of Stevensville, Mont. on May 9 and remained there for eight days (LM, fide PDS & OF). Two Barred Owls were heard frequently through April at Cherryville, 35 miles east of Vernon, B. C. (SD). The uncommon Burrowing Owl was reported near Huston Lake, four miles west of Prineville, Crook Co., Oreg., 1 bird noted on April 28 (JA). At McNary Refuge the population of this species was estimated at 30 nesting pairs. Reports of Short-eared Owls were scanty, and they were unusually scarce in the Vernon area. 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Common Nighthawks were noted at Clarkston, Wash. on May 20, the earliest date for the Region (MJP). Several sightings of Vaux's Swifts were made in the Bitterroot Valley, Mont., and several flocks of 60 were seen a few miles east of Prineville, Oreg. on May 26 (GM). Black-chinned Hummingbirds were reported only from Spokane and the Bitterroot Valley (CB). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—The rare Williamson’s Sapsucker was noted at three localities: in the Bitterroot Valley on May 9 (BT); at a nest on Huckleberry Mountain, Stevens Co., Wash. on May 18; and at Baker, Oreg., April 23, a male with a broken neck found under a power line (LR). A Western Kingbird at Missoula on May 1 (RSH) and another there on May 3 (RLH) were considered a week or so ahead of schedule. In contrast, the first spring record for Vernon, B. C., April 27, was considered late. Other first dates for the species were April 28 at McNary Refuge, Reardan (FBH) and Spokane; May 1 at Clarkston (MJP); May 5 at Turnbull Refuge; May 10 in the Bitterroot Valley; and May 19 at Bozeman.

Swallows—Early records included 6 Violet-green Swallows at Okanagan Landing near Vernon, March 2 (DL); Bank Swallow at Bozeman on April 21 (LJ, DR, DRS & PDS); and Cliff Swallow at Ninepipe Refuge on March 24. A concentration estimated at 20,000 swallows, mostly Cliff, was observed over Swan Lake in the Vernon area on May 5 (KG). Another concentration of "thousands," comprising five species with Violet-green seemingly the most numerous, was seen at Ravalli Refuge, May 15 (CB & OF).

Jays, Nuthatch—Some 18 Steller's Jays were counted in a small area on Blodgett Creek west of Hamilton, Ravalli Co., Mont. A Pygmy Nuthatch was sighted at Ravalli Refuge on April 3 (BT); the species is decidedly scarce in western Montana.

Wren, Mockingbird, Thrushes—A Cañon Wren was observed in a dry creek bed near Clarkston, Wash., May 8 (MJP). A Mockingbird was photographed along the Bowron River 40 miles east of Prince George, B. C., May 26 (JG & CS). This is about 10 miles southwest of the site where one was observed on May 31, 1967 (JG). Western Bluebirds were noted in the Baker, Oreg. area and at Turnbull Refuge and appeared to outnumber Mountain Bluebirds in the Spokane area. The latter species was believed to be gaining in numbers in the Bitterroot Valley, but at Missoula Hand saw only one all spring. A number of other localities reported them. Townsend's Solitaire appeared to be more common than usual at three localities: in the lower mountains surrounding the Bitterroot Valley; in residential areas of Missoula between March 20 and April 17; and at Vernon for two to three weeks beginning in mid-April.

Kinglet, Shrikes—A Golden-crowned Kinglet was heard in song at the Bozeman cemetery on May 5 (DRS & PDS). An apparent movement of Loggerhead Shrikes was observed in Lincoln County, Wash. on April 6, when at least 10 were noted; single birds were also reported at Missoula on April 21, at Clarkston, Wash. on April 28 (MJP), and at Lapwai, Nez Perce Co., Idaho on May 12 (MJP).

Warblers—Tennessee Warblers were abundant in the Prince George district of British Columbia during the last week of May. The Magnolia Warbler was first seen at Aleza Lake near Prince George on May 15. Several Myrtle Warblers, a species which ordinarily occurs only very sparingly in the Region, were seen in the Bitterroot Valley (BT, LM). A concentration of Audubon's Warblers at Vernon, B. C. on April 16 apparently resulted from adverse weather. A Blackpoll Warbler was observed at Punchaw Lake, 40 miles south of Prince George, May 29. A Palm Warbler was carefully identified at Suttle Lake, northwest of Sisters, Oreg., May 1 (GM). A MacGillivray's Warbler seen at Turnbull
Refuge on April 28 (FBH) was early.
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Icterids—Bobolinks were noted in western Montana from May 22 on. A Western Meadowlark, rare in the Prince George area, was heard singing at the experimental farm there on May 11 and was still present on June 2 (JG, CS); a second bird was heard at Prince George, May 23-26. Likewise rare at that locality was a Yellow-headed Blackbird seen with a flock of cowbirds on May 15 (CS). A movement of 600 Red-winged Blackbirds was noted on Feb. 16 in the Wingville area near Baker, Oreg.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks were present at a majority of reporting localities across the Region. In the Bitterroot Valley it was called an Evening Grosbeak year by Opal Foust; at Missoula they were unusually abundant after early May; Spokane had many flocks of 100-300 birds; and the species was described as abundant at Prineville, Oreg. through most of the spring and at Vernon, B. C., May 20-23. House Finches continued to be seen regularly in the southeast residential section of Missoula. Red Crossbills were observed regularly in the Spokane area, were noted at Bozeman, and showed a definite increase over last year in the Bitterroot Valley. No other localities reported them.

Sparrows—The Lark Bunting was observed in the Bozeman area on June 2 (RAH, DRS & PDS). Grasshopper Sparrows were reported only at the Nat'l Bison Range beginning on May 9 and near Sprague, Wash. where 1 was seen on May 26 (JA). A single Slate-colored Junco accompanied a flock of Oregon Juncos at Lavington, B. C., April 16-17. A Harris' Sparrow in full breeding plumage was seen with White-crowned Sparrows on May 9 at Spokane, where the species is rare at any time (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). White-crowned Sparrows were noted moving mostly between mid-April and mid-May. No large flocks were seen in the Spokane area, probably because clear, dry weather favored their uninterrupted migration. At Prineville, Oreg., the species peaked during April 23-27, about a week earlier than last year, and was not seen thereafter. At Missoula all individuals observed closely after May 20, were definitely not the gambelii form. At Vernon the first migrants (gambelii), distinguishable from the birds that wintered there, were found on April 20. Migrants were abundant in the Okanagan, April 28 —May 6, and were fairly common at Prince George by May 9 and abundant there by May 12-15. All had left Prince George by May 24. A few Golden-crowned Sparrows, rare migrants in the Region, were observed, including single birds at Prineville on April 28 (GM), at Baker on May 5 (AS), and at Spokane, May 5-13 (WH; S.A.S.). At least 5 were seen in the Columbia Basin of eastern Washington on May 5. White-throated and Lincoln's Sparrows were singing at Prince George on May 24. The only Snow Bunting seen at Missoula after December was a single bird on April 6; another was photographed at Ten Mile Lake near Quesnel, B. C., April 21 (CS).

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).—(JA) James Acton; John R. Akin, McNary Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; John G. Augsburger, assisted by Grant Hogge, Victor B. May and Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese Mont.; (HB) Hans Blattner; (CB) Carol Bog (GD) George Devan, Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont.; (SD) Sid Draper; (OF), Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont., (JG) James Grant, British Columbia; (WH) Warren Hall; (KG) Karl Gruener; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CHI) C. J. Henry; (RSH) Robert S. Hoffman; (FBH) Frances B. Huston; (LJ) Lou Jonas; Loring M. Jones, Moscow, Idaho area; (FLK) Frank L Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (JK) John Knox; (DL) Dave Laidman; (SM) Sid Martin; (LM) Louis Moos; (GM) Gerald Morsello; Lowell L. Napier, Turnbull Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (FP) Frank Paul; (MJP) Margaret J. Polumsky; (DR) Dan Rogers; (LR) Larry Roumpf; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar, (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman—Ennis—Three Forks, Mont. area; (CS) Cyril Smith; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (AS) Ava Steiger; (BT) Betsy Tveter; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg., & area; (PLW) Philip L. Wright.


Spring Migration, 1968

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The spring season was one of contrasts in this Region. The Central Rockies experienced cold and wet weather, with late snows. It was the coldest April in 38 years at Grand Junction, Colo., and a record snowpack was accumulated in central Wyoming. The western Great Basin, however, experienced very little precipitation and became very dry, with a poor snowpack in the Sierra Nevada. Fortunately, some areas such as Klamath Basin in eastern Oregon and Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada had sufficient supplies of water left over from last season. Migration was as varied as the weather. In the Central Rockies the main flights were almost two weeks later than normal, with much of the migration occurring after 
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June 1. In the Great Basin, however, the migration was regarded as average in most respects. An excellent shorebird flight was recorded in the eastern part of the Region, perhaps because of better water conditions there.

Loon, Grebes—An Arctic Loon collected at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge constituted the first record for that part of Oregon (ELMcL). A count of 10 Horned Grebes at Grand Junction, Colo. on May 27 (LFE) was higher than is usually reported for this regular spring migrant in the Rockies. 

Egrets—Cattle Egrets were reported in two new localities, namely, Bear River Marshes at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake, where 2 were seen on April 20 (PJF) and 1 on April 27 (GK), and Florida Mesa near Durango in southwestern Colorado, where 3 were observed on April 16 (TF). 

Geese, Ducks—The Klamath Basin experienced a delayed spring migration, with 11,000 "Cackling" Canada Geese and 800 Ross' Geese still present at the end of April (EJO'N). At Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho, which includes a section of the Snake River, there were 191 Canada Goose broods, down from last year's total (RVP). At Bear River Marshes, on the other hand, Canada Goose production was up 50 percent (PJF). The very dry conditions in parts of the western Great Basin were reflected in the shrinkage of Malheur Lake from 27,000 acres at the beginning of the reporting period to only 19,000 acres at the end. On June 1 there were only 25,000 ducks present at the refuge, down 10,000 compared with last year's totals. Instead of the usual migration peak of 30,000-35,000 Am. Widgeon at Malheur Refuge during the second week of May, only 15,000 were recorded (ELMcL). Ruddy Ducks, however, were somewhat more numerous at Malheur Refuge this year, with a peak of 5800 in the second week of May compared to last year's peak of 3500 (ELMcL). Diving ducks sere poorly represented at Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada, with the number of Redheads recorded in migration only slightly above the breeding population (LDN). In contrast to the dryness of some of the refuges in the western portion of the Region, the newly expanded Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado boasted the best water conditions ever, with a count of 20,500 ducks on June 1 representing the breeding population (CRB).

Hawk—A Broad-winged Hawk seen at Cheyenne in southwestern Wyoming on May 19 (OKS, et al.) was probably a new record for the state. 

Shorebirds—The season was characterized by many reports of good shorebird concentrations. The most remarkable concentration occurred on May 19 at the Wyoming Hereford Ranch near Cheyenne. Present were about 300 Black-bellied Plover—normally 4-5 would be considered a good concentration —2 Ruddy Turnstones, 3 Whimbrels and 1 Hudsonian Godwit along with an assortment of about 300 Willets, dowitchers (sp.) and other shorebirds more common in the Region, including Am. Avocet and Wilson's Phalarope (OKS, et al.). Another Whimbrel was seen at Cedar City in southwestern Utah on April 22. There were so many reports of Whimbrels this spring, in fact, that the species could be classified as merely uncommon rather than casual as previously reported. Six Hudsonian Godwits were noted at Cedar City on April 28 (SM); heretofore the species has been only casual, at best, at that locality. Semipalmated Plover and Dunlin were numerous and outnumbered Killdeer on the Fernley Marshes of western Nevada on May 1 (JMD); both species have been present in spring regularly for several years at least and should no longer be considered unusual in that area. Piping Plover were again seen at Lake DeSmet in northern Wyoming in May (TK); the species is rarely found this far west. A Knot was observed at Utah Lake on May 11 (GK); this is a very rare bird indeed in Utah.

Owl, Jays, Bushtit—A Flammulated Owl mist-netted at Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada on May 16 (DEL) was the first record from that part of the state. Again there was a scattering of Blue Jay reports west of the plains, including one at Canyon City, Colo. on April 5 (WWB) and another at Laramie, Wyo. on May 10 (OKS). A Com. Bushtit seen in May at Sheridan in northern Wyoming (TK) was beyond its normal range; the species is occasionally observed in southern and southwestern Wyoming.

Bluebird, Starling—A Western Bluebird was seen on May 4 at Evergreen in the Rockies west of Denver, Colo. (WWB); the species is rare so far east. Reports generally have indicated increasing numbers of Starlings in the western mountains. We now have a report from an observer at Nampa in western Idaho (HES) suggesting that they may be decreasing, and we hope that it is true.

Warblers—A "wave" of warblers, mostly Audubon's but including more Myrtle Warblers than usual, was noted at Durango, April 28—May 11 (OR). Anything like a wave in this Region is news. A pair of Magnolia Warblers was seen on May 11 at South Park in the mountains west of Denver where the species is at best casual (RG); another was seen on May 30 at Green River, Utah, where it must be accidental (HK). A Townsend's Warbler was seen at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in southern Idaho on May 30 (DLC); the species is not often seen in that area. At Fish Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge out in the desert of western Utah, 2 Palm Warblers were observed on May 25 (GK). Recently there have been more and more reports of these birds in the West where they are supposedly only casual. A Hooded Warbler found in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on May 1 (AC) was a first record for the park, and an Am. Redstart seen at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument on May 28 (DLC) was a first record for the monument.

Fringillids—Found with Lazuli Buntings at Ruby Lake Refuge on May 6 were 3 Indigo Buntings (DEL); these were much farther west than they are usually found. Two Indigo Buntings were later banded at Ruby Lake Refuge. In central Wyoming, 600 miles to the east, Indigo X Lazuli Bunting
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hybrids occur; 3 of these were seen at Casper, Wyo. on May 28 (OKS). A White-throated Sparrow seen at South Park on May 11 and 18 (RG) was unusual for this part of the Rockies.

Contributors—(WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (AC), Allegra Collister; (JMD), John M. Davis; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (PJF), Phillip J. Feiger; (TF), Tom Frizell; (RG), Robert Gustafson; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (TL), Tom Love; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EJO'N), Ed J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (OR), Oppie Reames; (HES), Mrs. H. E. Shaw.


Spring Migration, 1968

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Spring was cold and wet throughout the whole Region. Despite this there were virtually no specific observations of abnormal avian behavior attributable to weather. Starlings and cowbirds were very noticeably more abundant in the Region this spring than in any previous year. Unusual occurrences were the White-faced Ibis at the south jetty of the Columbia, birds both Broad-tailed and Black-chinned Hummingbirds at the same feeder near Medford, Oreg., during the same period, a Palm Warbler in the Oregon Cascades, and a Bullock's Oriole at Victoria, B. C. The sighting of a Wilson's Warbler at sea off Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash. leads to speculation on the prevalence of wind drift to seaward during spring migration in the Region.

Loons, Grebes—Several observers remarked on the heavy migration of Arctic Loons along the Oregon coast during the first three weeks of May; the same species was reported in numbers of more than 100 per day from mid-April to May 21 in the Nanaimo–Comox area on the east side of Vancouver Is, B. C. (VG). A few Red-throated Loons were till on salt water 75 miles north of the northern end of Vancouver Is. in the last week of May (VG). Red-necked Grebes were present in the northern part of the Region as late as May 25, when 2 were seen at Bellingham, Whatcom Co., Wash. (TRW), and Goodwill noted up to 11 in a day in the straits on the east side of Vancouver Is. through the third week of May. A Horned Grebe at Baskett Slough near Salem, Oreg. on May 25 (TM & HBN) was in an unusual location and was lingering late. An Eared Grebe at the south jetty of the Columbia River on April 27 (HBN) was of interest. Forty-four Western Grebes behind Bonneville Dam on April 27 (HBN) indicated a migratory movement; at the end of the period several hundred were still present on Bellingham Bay, which for some reason seems to be a point of concentration for non-breeding individuals (TRW).

Shearwaters, Petrels—The Canadian hydrographic vessel "Marabell" encountered about 1000 Sooty Shearwaters and 1 Fork-tailed Petrel on May 25 during a northward passage through Queen Charlotte Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound north of Vancouver Is. (VG). Several Fork-tailed Petrels seen at sea off Westport, Wash., May 19 (TRW) constituted the only other spring report.

Herons, Ibis—Green Herons were reported only at Medford, May 16; Salem, April 4 through May; Lincoln City, Oreg., May 18, and Victoria, May 5. A Black-crowned Night-Heron was seen circling some buildings in downtown Portland on May 31 (HBN); the species is uncommon in the Region. American Bitterns were reported only from Medford on May 30 and from Sauvie Is. near Portland on May 27. A White-faced Ibis seen at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 18 (RF & HBN) was a remarkable record, possibly constituting the first for western Oregon and for the Region if the inconclusive record given in Gabrielson & Jewett's Birds of Oregon is left out of account.

Waterfowl—Thirty-two Whistling Swans were still at Sauvie Is. on April 14 (JG). On the same day, 343 Canada Geese were observed on the Skeena River near Terrace, B. C. (HRV). Some 2500 Black Brant were seen between Victoria and Comox, B. C. on April 12 (ARD); migrating groups were observed on the southern Oregon coast on April 21 (JH); about 300 were present on Willapa Bay, Wash., May 11 (JBC & RF). Migrant White-fronted Geese were widely reported: 2 at Lake Terrell near Ferndale, Whatcom Co., Wash. on April 4 (TRW); 152 at Sauvie Is. on April 14 (JG); 2 at Martindale, Vancouver Is. on April 27 (ARD & GAP); 109 at Nanaimo, B. C. on April 30, with 38 there on May 2 and 7 still there on May 6 (VG); a flock over Eugene, Oreg. on May 3 (HBN); 12 at Leadbetter Point, Wash. on May 11 (JBC), with 1 still there on May 18 (TRW); 600 in flight westward along Johnstone Strait, northern Vancouver Is. on May 21 (V. Dale-Johnson, fide VG). A Snow Goose was seen with a flock of Canadas at the Skeena River on April 14 (HRV), and hundreds of Snow Geese flew north over Bellingham Bay on April 29, presumably from wintering grounds on the Skagit Flats to the south (TRW). Six Mallards were on Mud Lake, Terrace, B. C. on April 1 along with 10 Pintail (HRV). A pair of Gadwall was seen on salt water at Nanaimo on May 8 (VG). A pair of Pintails was still at Sauvie Is. on May 30 (HBN). A pair of Com. Teal was noted at Delta Park in north Portland on April 17 (HBN), and a single bird of this species was seen at Sidney, B. C. on April 20 (ARD).
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A few Green-winged Teal were recorded in May from the Portland area and from Martindale, B. C. Blue-winged Teal were unusually plentiful through the period, particularly around Portland and on the southern portions of Vancouver Is. Cinnamon Teal also were more numerous than usual in the same areas. A European Widgeon was still at Portland on May 3, in company with several thousand lingering Am. Widgeon (JG). Six pairs of Shovelers were still near Victoria, B. C. on May 20 (ARD); a pair was seen at the north end of the Strait of Georgia, B. C. on May 21 (VG); and a pair was still at Portland's Delta Park on June 1 (HBN). Two male Wood Ducks were seen on April 21 and a pair on April 27 near Victoria; another two pairs were near Nanaimo, B. C. on April 23 and 30 (VG). An Oldsquaw was at Comox, B. C. on May 21; 4 were seen at Port McNeill, B. C. on May 24 (VG); and a female was seen at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 18 (RF & HBN). Harlequin Ducks, in numbers of from 1 to 14, were seen in the latter part of April and all through May at various points from north of Nanaimo to about 75 miles north of northernmost Vancouver Is. (VG). The same observer found about a dozen Com. Scoters in the waters between Nanaimo and Port McNeill, B. C., April 12–May 24. Twelve Ruddy Ducks were noted on the ocean off the south jetty of the Columbia on May 18 (RF & HBN); 8 were at Portland on May 8 (HBN). A Hooded Merganser was found nesting in a duck box containing 9 eggs at the Wm. L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg., April 27 (TM).

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—Three Turkey Vultures were seen in the Nanaimo area on May 4 (VG). An adult male Goshawk was observed at Portland on May 17 (HBN). A Rough-legged Hawk with a crippled wing was still at Baskett Slough near Salem on May 18 (TM). A pair of Bald Eagles reportedly nested in the Medford area (fide JH). On May 21 during a transit by "Marabell" of Discovery Passage and Johnstone Strait northward and westward from Comox to Alert Bay, 43 Bald Eagles—37 adults and 6 immatures—were counted (VG). On May 25 during a transit of Queen Charlotte Strait, the edge of Queen Charlotte Sound, Fitzhugh Sound and Lama Passage from Alert Bay north to Bella Bella, B. C., 35 more-18 adults and 17 immatures—were counted (VG). Four young Marsh Hawks were fledged on the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon, Linn Co., Oreg., during the spring (WT); a pair repeatedly seen at the south jetty of the Columbia (HBN) were probably nesting. Ospreys were seen at Medford, with 4 present on May 30 (fide JH); single birds were seen at Lebanon, April 24 (WT), at Salem, April 26 (TM), at Bellingham, May 8 and 11 (TRW), at a nest at Sidney, B. C., April 6 (ARD), at Quennell Lake, Vancouver Is., April 30, and at Comox, May 21 (VG). Single Peregrine Falcons were observed at Brookings, Curry Co., Oreg. on April 9 (JH & TM) and at Bellingham on May 10 (TRW). A concentration of 10-12 Sparrow Hawks in one field was noted at Marietta, Whatcom Co., Wash. on April 13 (TRW).

Cranes and Rails—Forty-two Sandhill Cranes at Sauvie Is. on April 14 (HBN) had dwindled to 14 by May 1 (HBN). Virginia Rails were noted in a number of marshes along the Columbia River below Portland; a nest with 4 newly hatched birds was found in Portland's Delta Park on May 5; 6 nests were found in one marsh on Sauvie Is. where the hatching peak seemed to occur the last week in May (HBN). Elsewhere, 2 Virginia Rails were reported from MacFadden marsh south of Corvallis on April 27 (Gordon Knight) and a pair at Victoria, B. C. on May 7 (ARD). A Sora was found there on May 27 (ARD), while in the vicinity of Portland, Soras were prominent in the marshes occupied also by Virginia Rails (HBN). A few Am. Coot nested in Delta Park, Portland and on Sauvie Is.; downy young were seen on June 1 (HBN).

Shorebirds—Over 40 Semipalmated Plovers at Victoria on May 4 (GAP) was the high count for the period and confirmed that the first two weeks in May is the time of peak passage for this species, at least through the southern half of the Region. Small numbers of Snowy Plovers were recorded at Tillamook Bay, the south jetty of the Columbia, Leadbetter Point and Westport, Wash., April 27–May 18. An Am. Golden Plover was closely studied on May 18 at Leadbetter Point (MW) which seems to be a focal point for the few recent spring records in the Region. The latest reports for Surfbirds were 3 at Blaine, Wash. on May 5 (TRW) and a few in the Victoria region on May 7 (ARD). A count of 43 Ruddy Turnstones in one flock at Oysterville, Wash., on Willapa Bay, May 11 (JBC & RF) was unusually high. On the same morning an estimated 450 Black Turnstones in small flocks passed by the north jetty of the Columbia in several hours (JBC & RF). In the Columbia River bottoms of northeast Portland, 220 Com. Snipe were counted on April 4 (JG). Whimbrel were seen from the southern Oregon coast north to Esquimalt Lagoon in the Victoria area, April 10–May 20; 20 were at Blaine, May 5, while single birds were observed at Shady Cove, Oreg. on the Rogue River, April 30 (JH), and 10 miles at sea off Westport, Wash., May 19 (TRW). Single Solitary Sandpipers were found at Martindale, B. C., April 26 (R. Fryer), at Quick Pond, Victoria, May 4 (GAP), and at Cedar, near Nanaimo, B. C., May 9 (VG). A few Wandering Tattlers appeared in late April on the southern Oregon coast, and a few were seen later at favored spots north to Vancouver Is. until May 25. A Willet was carefully observed on May 4 at Bellingham, Wash. (TRW). Both species of yellowlegs were sparingly reported from coastal areas and the east side of Vancouver Is. Knot were recorded only from Leadbetter Point, May 11 and 18, with 175 birds on the latter date (MW) the peak count there. Six Rock Sandpipers at Victoria on May 9 (ARD) were the last of the season. At Victoria, 1 Pectoral Sandpiper on May 2 and 13 on May 11 (ARD) were noteworthy as the species is rare in the Region in spring.
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Baird’s Sandpiper, also rare in spring, was represented this year by a single bird found at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln Co., Oreg., April 17 (TM). Reports of Least Sandpipers indicate that the peak of migration occurred in late April and early May, with 3000 individuals estimated at the south jetty of the Columbia on April 27, and no record after May 20 when 6 were seen at Witty, B. C. (ARD). Dunlin were last reported on May 18, when 15 were still at the south jetty of the Columbia (HBN); a week earlier 500 were lingering at Leadbetter Point (JBC & RF). A Long-billed Dowitcher at Big Lake on Santiam Pass in the central Oregon Cascades on May 22 (HBN) was of considerable interest both for the location and the date which was somewhat late. A Marbled Godwit was at Yaquina Bay on May 7 (TM), and 6 were seen at Leadbetter Point on May 11 (JBC & RF). Wilson's Phalaropes were more widely reported than usual: 1 at Westport, Wash. on May 5 (MW); 1 at Martindale, B. C. on May 11 (ARD) and 2 there on May 12 (R. McKenzie-Grieve, fide GAP); 6 individuals at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 18 (HBN & RF); 6 more it Leadbetter Point, also on May 18 (TRW); 2 at Salem, Oreg. on May 22 (TM). Northern Phalaropes were observed at Newport, Oreg. on May 7, with many seen offshore on May 18 (Gordon Knight & TM); 6-8 were found at Westport, Wash. on May 5 (MW), with many seen on the ocean off Westport on May 19 (TRW). Five individuals were present at Victoria on May 4 (GAP), and a lone bird was near Campbell River, B. C., May 21 (VG).

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns—A Pomarine Jaeger was seen at the north jetty of the Columbia on May 11 (JBC & RF), and another was seen off Westport on May 19 (TRW). Eight to ten Parasitic Jaegers were observed both over the ocean and the bay at Leadbetter Point on May 18 and similarly the next day at Westport (TRW). Two birds of this species were seen at Bellingham on May 24, while another was noted there on May 28 (TRW). A first-year Glaucous Gull was observed at the north jetty of the Columbia on May 11 (JBC & RF), and a first-year bird and an adult were noted at Clover Point, Victoria on the same day (GAP). Another Glaucous Gull was seen by a number of observers at Lead-setter Point on May 18. Migrant Bonaparte's Gulls were observed at Seattle on April 4 (VEC & DJ); 500 were at Lake Terrell near Ferndale, Wash. on April 28 (TRW); and numbers were observed off the Oregon coast from mid-April to mid-May. Goodwill counted 280 in Discovery Passage on May 21 and found 140 at Alert Bay on May 24. Mid-May brought a heavy movement of Black-legged Kittiwakes off the Oregon and Washington coasts; a few found their way into the straits east of Vancouver Is. during May. A Sabine's Gull was seen at Bellingham on May 8, and 15-20 individuals of this species were seen at sea off Westport on May 19 (TRW). A Forster's Tern at Hoover Lakes near Medford, May 30 (JH), was very much out of the ordinary. Common Tern reports were few, the 35 individuals at the north jetty of the Columbia on May 11 (JBC & RF) constituting the largest sighting; birds were also seen at Victoria and Blaine during May. Two Caspian Terns were seen at Leadbetter Point on May 11 (JBC & RF) and another at Bellingham on May 26 (TRW). A Black Tern was reported from Eugene, Oreg. on May 19 (Eric Forsman, fide AL).

Alcids—Goodwill noted over 300 Com. Murres in the Strait of Georgia, Discovery Passage and Johnstone Strait on May 21 and over 100 on passage through Queen Charlotte Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound on May 24. Only about 6 Pigeon Guillemots were counted on those transits, although up to 35 were seen in the vicinity of Nanaimo on May 15. On April 24 and again on May 15, the same observer saw about 40 Marbled Murrelets in Departure Bay near Nanaimo, and on May 21, he recorded 46 on "Marabell’s" northward transit. On May 25, he saw 9 Ancient Murrelets in Queen Charlotte Strait northeastward of Port Hardy, and earlier in the same day he recorded 3 Cassin's Auklets and 96 Rhinoceros Auklets in Queen Charlotte Strait.

Pigeons, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers —Band-tailed Pigeons were much in evidence in the Portland area after the first of April; small numbers were widespread on Vancouver Is. during May (VG); 3 individuals were seen on May 3 at Terrace, B. C. (HRV), which is unusually far north. Vaux's Swifts totaling 190 individuals, a remarkably high count, were observed on the evening of April 30 in the area of Nanaimo (VG); elsewhere birds were reported at Snoqualmie Pass Summit east of Seattle in numbers on May 8 (VEC & DJ) and at Victoria, Portland and Lebanon, all in the last week of April or early in May. A Black Swift was seen in the Victoria area on April 28 (GAP). That sustained feeding of hummingbirds in an attractive setting can have remarkable results is shown in the reports from Gen. Hicks concerning the following occurrences this spring at Merle McGraw's feeders about 4 miles southwest of Shady Cove, Oreg. on the Rogue River. Several male Broad-tailed Hummingbirds appeared about the first of May and were present for at least three weeks (JH & OS); on May 18, a male Black-chinned Hummingbird appeared (JH). Both occurrences were apparently the first for their species recorded in western Oregon. An Anna's Hummingbird was seen at Brookings, Oreg. on April 9 (JH & TM). Rufous Hummingbirds were regularly seen in the Nanaimo area from mid-April on (VG); the first individual of this species seen this spring at Terrace, B. C. was found on April 30 (HRV). Calliope Hummingbirds were seen at Medford on April 14 (JH) and appeared at the McGraw feeders in May (JH & OS). Two Lewis' Woodpeckers were observed at Medford on May 30 (fide JH). Hairy Woodpeckers were noted as unusually abundant in the Big Lake area of Oregon's Santiam Pass in the vicinity of a large patch of timber killed or damaged by fire in 1967 (RF, HBN & WT). A male Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was found in the same area on May 22 by the same observers.

Flycatchers, Swallows—A W. Kingbird was seen at 
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Medford on April 14 (JH); 3 individuals were in the Lebanon area for about a week in the latter part of April (WT). An E. Phoebe was seen along the Rogue River on May 30 (Noreen Conway, fide JH). Black Phoebes were first seen at Applegate on the Rogue, May 5 and 6, and two nests were found on May 30 (JH). A Say's Phoebe was seen in the Medford area, where the species is uncommon, as it is throughout the Region, on April 14 (JH). An early Traill's Flycatcher was at Bellingham on April 14 (TRW). Thackaberry reported an apparent movement of Dusky Flycatchers through the high Cascades east of Lebanon on May 19. Western Flycatchers first were seen at Salem, April 22 (TM); at Spanaway, Pierce Co., Wash., April 28 (VEC & DJ); at Victoria, April 20 (GAP); and at Portland, April 30 (JG). An early W. Wood Peewee was at Seattle on April 15 (VEC & DJ). Olive-sided Flycatchers appeared widely in the Region during the first 10 days of May; the first was seen at Salem on April 30. Tree Swallows first arrived at Terrace, B. C. on April 29 (HRV). A Bank Swallow was seen at Victoria on May 5 (R. Fryer, fide GAP); 3 pairs were observed at Sauvie Is. near Portland on May 13 (HBN). Rough-winged Swallows appeared at Victoria on April 12 (VG) and at Seattle on April 15 (VEC & DJ). Barn Swallows were at Medford on April 1 (JH) and at Lebanon, Portland, Seattle and Bellingham by mid-April, but appreciable numbers did not arrive until two weeks after the vanguard. Cliff Swallows followed approximately the same arrival pattern. A Purple Martin was seen at Lebanon on April 16 (WT); 1 was seen at Bellingham on May 8 (TRW); 5 were seen at Victoria on May 4 (GAP); individuals were seen at Medford later in May (JH & TM).

Wrens, Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Pipit—Two pairs of House Wrens seen at Bellingham in mid-April were the first in several years there (TRW); elsewhere, House Wrens were noted at Medford, the Finley Refuge south of Corvallis, at Lebanon and at Seattle. A pair of Cañon Wrens, most unusual in the Region, were reported at Prospect, Oreg., on the upper Rogue River, May 30 (Ann Briggs, fide JH). At Terrace, B. C., 100 Robins were seen on April 21 (HRV); this was an uncommonly high number for the locality. An early Swainson's Thrush was noted at Larch Mountain in the Columbia Gorge east of Portland on April 28 (JG). Goodwill found two pairs of W. Bluebirds at different localities in the vicinity of Victoria and an additional pair near Nanaimo, all after mid-April. A Mountain Bluebird was seen in the Seattle area, where it is rare, on April 15 (VEC & DJ); several were noted near the crest of the Cascades on Oregon's Santiam Pass, May 22 (RF, HBN & WT). Townsend's Solitaires were seen at Medford, Lebanon, Seattle and Victoria in mid-April. Two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were found on Roxy Ann Butte near Medford on the early date of April 7 (JH & OS); 12-15 individuals were counted there and 2 nests were found on May 30 (OS). A Water Pipit at the south jetty of the Columbia on May 18 (HBN) was late at that coastal location.

Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos, Warblers—A N. Shrike was still in Portland on the late date of April 4 (JG). A Loggerhead Shrike was seen at Medford on April 14 (JH); the species is uncommon in the Region. Observers throughout the Region were unanimous in assessing a marked increase in nesting Starlings; until recently most of the Starlings wintering in the Region went elsewhere to breed. The earliest spring records of Solitary Vireos were of birds at Sidney, B. C. on April 6 (ARD) and at Victoria on April 7 (GAP). Red-eyed Vireos were reported only from the Lebanon area, arriving late May (WT). Warbling Vireos were reported first on April 20 from Victoria (GAP). On April 27, 7 Nashville Warblers were seen at Medford (OS) and 1 in the mid-Willamette Valley (Gordon Knight & TM); another was reported from Sauvie Is. on May 20 (Ron Klein & Sterling Anderson); and numbers were found in logged areas of the high central Oregon Cascades on May 19 (WT). Both Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were noted in good numbers from Salem to Victoria, the former during the second half of April, the latter all through April up to the third week in May. Black-throated Gray Warblers appeared from Medford north to Victoria in the last 10 days of April, the earliest report being from Salem on April 19 (TM). Townsend's Warblers were reported as widespread in the central Oregon Cascades from late April well into May (WT). Hermit Warblers were reported as "very common" after May 1 in the same mountains up to 4000 feet elevation; the earliest record was of 3 at Larch Mountain east of Portland on April 28 (JG). Gerald Morsello found a Palm Warbler at Suttle Lake on the Santiam Pass highway, May 1; he carefully studied the bird as it moved about along the edge of the lake; this constituted the Region's first spring record for the species and the first away from the coast. MacGillivray's Warbler was first seen on April 30, at Portland (JG). A Yellowthroat appeared at Medford on the early date of April 1 (OS) and by April 7 had been joined by others (JH & OS); 1 was seen in Salem on April 4 (TM). An early Wilson's Warbler was at Medford on April 16 (JH) and another at Victoria on April 27 (GAP); 1 was seen 15 miles at sea off Westport on May 19 (TRW).

House Sparrow, Blackbirds, Orioles—A pair of House Sparrows was nesting at Seattle on Feb. 14 (ES). A male Yellow-headed Blackbird was at Fairview, Oreg., a few miles east of Portland on April 2; a few apparently nested at a marsh in Brownsville, Linn Co., Oreg. (WT). Bullock's Orioles were said to be prominent after May 1 both in Eugene (AL) and at Sauvie Is. (HBN); a male at Victoria on May 23 (R. McKenzie-Grieve) may have been the first record for Vancouver Is. Brown-headed Cowbirds continued their population explosion and were more than ever in evidence in western Oregon and Washington and on southern Vancouver Is.; a female arrived at Terrace, B. C. on May 11 (HRV).

Finches, Sparrows—Observers from Medford to Victoria agreed that Black-headed Grosbeaks were more than usually abundant after May 1. Evening 
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Grosbeaks, too, seem to have been widely and abundantly, though perhaps somewhat erratically, distributed all during April and May throughout the entire Region. Lazuli Buntings were sparsely reported, being present in good numbers only at Lebanon, Oreg., where the observer (WT) thought them more numerous than in recent years. Purple Finches were reported as "abundant" only from Salem (TM). Single Pine Grosbeaks were seen near Sutherlin, Douglas Co., Oreg. on May 17 (L. McQueen, fide AL) and at Spectacle and Oliphant Lakes, Vancouver Is. on April 13 (GAP); the species is quite uncommon in the Region. Pine Siskins were present in widespread flocks at Bellingham and in Portland in April and up to mid-May. A Savannah Sparrow was seen on April 30 at Terrace, B. C. (HRV). Vesper Sparrows were at Lebanon, April 1 (WT), at Salem, April 4 (TM), at Medford, April 7 (JH & OS), and at Tacoma, Wash. on April 28 (VEC & DJ). A Lark Sparrow was found at Corvallis on May 4 (D. McDonald). The 2 Slate-colored Juncos that wintered at a Seattle feeder were last seen on April 17; Oregon Juncos left 6 days later (VEC). Two Harris' Sparrows were seen in northeast Portland on April 4 (JG). The first White-crowned Sparrow of the season arrived at Terrace, B. C., on April 29, followed on the next day by the first Golden-crowned Sparrow (HRV). A late Lapland Longspur was seen at Tillamook Bay, Oreg. on May 5 (D. McDonald & WT); another was recorded in the Victoria area on April 29 (ARD). A Snow Bunting was seen on Gabriola Is., near Nanaimo, April 14 (GAP).

Contributors—(VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RP) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (VG) Vic Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (DJ) Doris Jelliffe; (LHK) Lucille H. Kline; (AL) A. Larrabee; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (MW) Michael Wotton.


The Nesting Season, 1968

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

The spring drought continued throughout the nesting season in the western part of the Region, particularly in eastern Washington and Oregon. The Prince George district of British Columbia, however, experienced cooler and somewhat wetter conditions than usual during June, with a few short periods of warm weather in July. In Western Montana, June was nearly normal but July was hot and dry. At the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. it was one of the driest summers on record, with only about 60 percent of normal
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moisture for the year. Although grass growth was retarded, conditions at the Bison Range still appeared adequate for most birds and excellent for upland game species. The rapid drying of lakes and ponds was believed to have decreased waterfowl production at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., but, conversely, it was flooding that destroyed many nests at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons—Fifty-five White Pelicans moved into McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. in mid-July and remained to the end of the reporting period; 19 were observed on the Columbia River near Burbank on June 7 (WH); and the species was noted in the Bozeman, Mont. area and at Pantage Lake, 40 miles northwest of Quesnel, B. C. Double-crested Cormorants seen repeatedly near the heron rookery near Three Forks, Mont. may have nested there. An estimated 80-100 birds, including nestlings, were present on July 3 at the Great Blue Heron colony on the island in the Flathead River just west of the Nat'l Bison Range. Black-crowned Night-Herons were reported from Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. (S.A.S.) and from McNary Refuge.

Waterfowl—At Ninepipe Refuge, 8 Whistling Swans, all non-breeders, remained well into the early summer. At Turnbull Refuge, 31 Trumpeter Swans were present; 1 of the 2 cygnets hatched this spring was killed by an unknown predator in the display pond at refuge headquarters; and 1 dead swan was found on Philleo Lake near the refuge. The year-round population of Canada Geese at Baker and Keating, Oreg., appears to have increased; destruction of island nesting areas in the Snake River by dams is thought to be the reason. In the same area, the geese are nesting on haystacks, with a resulting loss of some nests. About 175 goslings of this species were produced at McNary Refuge, although 14 nests under observation on Strawberry Is. were all destroyed; predation by raccoons, coyotes, skunks and crows was heavy. Nesting of some species of ducks, particularly Mallards, Blue-winged Teal and Redheads, was lowered markedly at Nine-pipe Refuge by a rapid rise of water in the reservoir after heavy rains. At least 3 broods of Wood Ducks were noted there, an unusually high number for a duck that was not seen on the refuge a few years ago. Duck production at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Stevensville, Mont. appeared to be excellent, especially for Mallards, Green-winged, Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal, and Wood Ducks, with 30 Wood Duck nests found. At least 8 pairs of Hooded Mergansers also nested on the refuge (GD). Nesting success of ducks at McNary Refuge appeared to be reasonably good, and an adult male White-winged Scoter was seen there on July 11.

Hawks, Eagles—Swainson's Hawk was again found nesting in the Bowen Valley near Baker, Oreg.; by July 19 the nest contained 3 nearly full-grown young. Another nest on Ritter Creek had 3 nearly fledged young on July 11. Three Ferruginous Hawks were seen on July 11 near Love's Reservoir in the Baker, Oreg. area (TMcC); 1 was observed on June 15 near Enterprise, Oreg.; and several were noted during June and July at Clarkston, Steptoe and Colon in southeastern Washington (MJP). Bald Eagles were noted only at Henry's Lake, Idaho, west of Yellowstone Nat'l Park, on June 6 (PDS). A female Marsh Hawk observed stooping on a pair of Sandhill Cranes at Ennis, Mont. on June 2 (RAH, DRS, PDS) raised the question of whether the bird might have been defending her nest from the cranes. A boat trip on the Flathead River between the Nat'l Bison Range and Perma, Mont. revealed 4 pairs of Ospreys. A Prairie Falcon was seen approaching and leaving a nest high on a cliff in the canyon approach to Imnaha from Joseph, Oreg., June 15. An occupied nest of the Peregrine Falcon—exact site not to be disclosed, in order to protect it—was found about July 1 in Madison County, Mont. (HC). A Pigeon Hawk in the Bridger Mountains east of Bozeman, Mont. on July 4 (RAH) furnished an unusual summer record.

Gallinaceous Birds—Production of Blue Grouse at the Nat'l Bison Range appeared better than usual, with an average of about 5 per brood from the 7 broods observed. A female Sharp-tailed Grouse with a brood of two-thirds grown young was seen on Aug. 2, 70 miles west of Fort Nelson, B. C. on the Alaska Highway. Nesting success for California Quail probably was normal or better in eastern Washington, judging from the few reports received. Numerous broods were observed at McNary Refuge, and reproduction appeared good at Turnbull Refuge, where 6 broods with about 70 young were seen. A good production of Ring-necked Pheasants was noted at Ninepipe and McNary Refuges, but the birds apparently failed to come up to early season expectations in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana. Chukars with young were seen at the Nat'l Bison Range, and the species was observed in the Clarkston, Wash. area (MJP). Gray Partridge success looked good at the Bison Range, where 9 broods averaging 7.4 young each were observed. Turkeys were introduced into the Bridger Mountains just 
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east of Bozeman, Mont. this spring, with unknown results.

Rails, Coot—A downy chick of the Virginia Rail was seen at the marsh at Reardan, Wash. on June 29 (JA & WH). The Sora, once thought rare at Ravalli Refuge, was seen quite commonly there and in the surrounding valley (GD). At least 1000 Am. Coots were noted at Ravalli Refuge and some 500 at Ninepipe Refuge. Two broods were found on Aug. 3 at Parker Lake, 8 miles west of Fort Nelson, B. C.; the species is uncommon in far northeastern British Columbia.

Shorebirds—A Mountain Plover observed closely with a 20X scope at Stubblefield Lake in Turnbull Refuge, May 6 (DRP) established apparently the first record for eastern Washington. Eighty Long-billed Curlews were counted at McNary Refuge on June 19, but few were noted there in July. A single Upland Plover was seen 3 miles north of Silvies, Oreg. on June 26 (TW). A Greater Yellowlegs at Missoula on June 16 was either a delayed spring migrant or a very early returnee; none were noted at Missoula from that date until July 31. One had returned to Reardan, Wash. by July 6 and small numbers of Baird's, Least and Western Sandpipers had arrived in the Spokane, Wash. area by July 10 (S.A.S.). A nest of the Solitary Sandpiper containing 4 eggs was found 8 feet from the ground in an old Cedar Waxwing nest in a lodgepole pine at Moffat Lake, 30 miles south of Quesnel, B. C., June 4; this is believed to be the first nest reported in British Columbia. A Black-necked Stilt was observed on July 3 and again on Aug. 2 at McNary Refuge. A Northern Phalarope at Reardan, Wash. on July 20 (S.A.S.) was unusual.

Gulls, Terns—A few California Gulls nested at Ninepipe Refuge along with the more common Ring-billed Gulls. Bonaparte's Gull, a recent addition to the list at Ravalli Refuge, remained there until June 12 (GD); an immature was noted at Reardan, Wash. on July 6 (S.A.S.); and 10 immatures were seen at McNary Refuge during the summer. Many Forster's Terns nested at Ninepipe Refuge. On one island where over 100 nested, it was impossible to prevent stepping on the nests. About 9 of this species noted on July 23 near Potholes Reservoir at Moses Lake, Wash. (JA) stirred suspicion that the birds had nested there. A few Com. Terns were noted at Ninepipe Refuge. The Caspian Tern was seen along the Columbia River at Boardman, Oreg., (TMcC), at McNary Refuge, and at Ringold, Wash. Several Black Terns, scarce in northeastern British Columbia, were seen at Parker Lake on Aug. 3.

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls—Another Band-tailed Pigeon record was obtained for the Region when 1 was identified in the Dishman Hills near Spokane, Wash., July 4-5 (JA & WH; THR). A sight record of a Black-billed Cuckoo was obtained at Baker, Oreg., June 17. The Barn Owl was observed regularly at Ringold, Wash. and 4 young orphans were raised at McNary Refuge and released there. The species was heard at Prineville, Oreg. on several nights in mid-August (GM). Great Horned Owls continued to be very scarce in the Prince George, B. C. area, perhaps reflecting a scarcity of Varying Hares, the staple food item of this species. Short-eared Owls also were scarce, with no records during the summer at the Nat'l Bison Range or Ravalli Refuge.

Goatsuckers, Swifts—There were a number of reports of the Poor-will just west of Spokane (S.A.S.). Common Nighthawks arrived a little later than usual in many parts of the Region; this may have been due to a cool, cloudy, rainy spell during late May and early June. Many observers noted an increase of Vaux's Swifts in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana, and nests and young were found in the chimney of an old house at Hamilton. A few White-throated Swifts were seen in canyons of the Bitterroot area. On July 29, 6-7 Black Swifts were seen in Ferry County, Wash. (JA & WH); the species is rare in this part of the state. Two Black Swifts were seen feeding over the Icicle River near Leavenworth, Wash., on July 13 (THR).

Woodpeckers—A pair of Red-shafted Flickers at Baker, Oreg., successfully defended a nesting site against Starlings and a squirrel and reared 5 young. Lewis' Woodpecker was very abundant in the Bitterroot Valley, with many active nests noted (GD); the species seemed to show increased numbers at the Bison Range and was noted in Flathead County, Mont. (EH & RAH) and in eastern Washington (S.A.S.). An adult Yellow-bellied Sapsucker identified as S. v. varius was seen gathering food at Mile 70 of Hart Highway north of Prince George, B. C., July 3; this lies within the area occupied by S. v. ruber. The uncommon Williamson's Sapsucker was noted on Aug. 4 at Elbow Lake, 40 miles northeast of Missoula, Mont.; on June 20 at a nest in a pine stub about 12 miles east of Hunters, Wash. (WH); and on June 2 at Loup Loup campground east of Twisp, Wash. where 6-8 pairs (TW) were noted! Single White-headed Woodpeckers were seen at Joaquin Miller State Park north of Burns, Oreg. on June 25 (TW) and 2 miles east of Lorin, Ferry Co., Wash. on June 29 (JA & WH). A nest of the Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker with fully fledged young was observed 50 miles north of Fort St. James, B. C. on June 25, and a nest of the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker with noisy young was found on Alice Creek near Quesnel, B. C. on June 5.

Flycatchers—An Ash-throated Flycatcher was seen at Clarkston, Wash., July 22 (MJP); 2 were observed on Crab Creek near Upper Goose Lake, Grant Co., Wash., July 13 (WH). The Least Flycatcher was noted as abundant in the Prince George, B. C. district; this species also was noted along the Osilinka and Omineca Rivers, B. C. on July 16, and a nest with nearly fledged young was found at Ness Lake in the Prince George district on July 14. A single bird believed to be this species was observed at Turnbull Refuge on June 1 (DRP). Another individual seen at the same place on May 31 (DRP & SMS) was strongly suspected of being a Gray Flycatcher.

Swallows, Corvids—The brood of 5 young of a pair 
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of Tree Swallows at Spokane perished in the nest when about one-third grown in mid-June, apparently because cool, windy weather made it impossible for the parents to find sufficient food (WH). A distinct increase of Com. Ravens and Clark's Nutcrackers in Montana's Bitterroot Valley was reported (LH, BT).

Nuthatches, Wrens, Mimids—The first recent record of the White-breasted Nuthatch in the Bridger Mountains east of Bozeman, Mont. was obtained on July 4. A pair of Pygmy Nuthatches with 6 young on the wing was seen at Ravalli Refuge on June 12 (CB); records for the species are uncommon in Montana. Bewick's Wren was reported at Cold Springs, Oreg. on July 9 and 24 (WLA & JRA). A Catbird was seen on July 11 near Union, Oreg., (TMcC), at the same spot where one was noted three years ago. Sage Thrashers were seen in several localities in eastern Washington and also in the Bozeman, Mont. area. The Mockingbird continued to rewrite the record books for the Pacific Northwest: 1 appeared in Spring Creek Canyon north of Reardan, Wash. on July 15 (WH) and 1 was seen in Prince George, B. C. on July 5. 

Bluebirds, Kinglets, Waxwings—Western Bluebirds showed a definite increase in the Bitterroot Valley, with 7 successful nestings in nest boxes noted (CB); some increase also was indicated in the Spokane, Wash. area (S.A.S.). An increase of Mountain Bluebirds was suggested at the Nat'l Bison Range, and the species was abundant from Clarkston west into Garfield County, Wash. (MJP), but numbers were small or records absent elsewhere. A dip in Ruby-crowned Kinglet numbers was indicated: the reports from the Bitterroot Valley and from eastern Washington specifically mentioned such a decrease, and the paucity of reports of this species from other localities implied it. Bohemian Waxwings were reported from many localities around Prince George, B. C., and Jim Grant remarked that never before had he seen so many in summer in central and northern British Columbia. Cedar Waxwings were unusually scarce around Missoula, Mont., but this was apparently a local condition since the species seemed to be in normal numbers elsewhere.

Shrike, Starling—A Northern Shrike was positively identified on July 23 at McNary Refuge. The report from the Bison Range suggests that another native species is able to cope with the invasion of Starlings: Brewer's Blackbirds vigorously defending their territories against Starlings were thought to be a possible factor in the decrease in numbers of the latter species there.

Warblers—An adult Black-and-white Warbler was observed at length at Ness Lake in the Prince George district on July 14; the species was not previously known to occur west of the Rockies in British Columbia. Breeding Nashville Warblers were noted along the Columbia River in Ferry County, Wash. (JA). A pair of Yellow Warblers at Baker, Oreg., raised a cowbird along with 2 of their own young. The nest had a lower layer containing 1 cowbird egg and 1 warbler egg. A nest of the Magnolia Warbler was found at Tudyah Lake, 90 miles north of Prince George, June 24. The adult was incubating 5 eggs in a small alpine fir. Myrtle Warblers were seen occasionally in the Bitterroot Valley, and a pair was known to have nested in the valley (BT). A small, rather late migration of Townsend's Warblers, beginning on June 3, was noted at Spokane, with Nashville and Wilson's Warblers seen at the same time (S.A.S.). Blackpoll Warblers were noted as being abundant in spruce forest in central British Columbia and were common at least as far south as Barkerville. The Northern Waterthrush was noted in two localities where the species had not been observed previously: Calispell Mountain in Pend Oreille County, Wash., 2 birds on July 7 (JA), and Turnbull Refuge, 1 bird on May 25 (DRP).

Blackbirds—Several Bobolinks were seen at Ninepipe Refuge, the first time that the species has been recorded there in at least three years. On July 1, a male was noted singing 2 miles south of Salmon Arm, B. C., near the northern limit of the species' range. Bullock's Oriole was more common than usual at Turnbull Refuge, with pairs seen at several places (DRP), but numbers of this species decreased at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. (GHO, fide DRP). A group of 12 Brewer's Blackbirds scavenging in the streets of Fort Nelson, B. C. on Aug. 3 furnished a new locality record for the area; a decided increase of this species was noted in the Bitterroot Valley; some nested in city yards at Corvallis; 10-12 pairs nested in the yards of refuge personnel at the Nat'l Bison Range and drove other species away from the headquarters area. A family group of the Com. Grackle was observed at Parker Lake, 8 miles west of Fort Nelson, B. C., July 29 and Aug. 3. According to residents, grackles had been present all summer and undoubtedly bred. The species was not previously known north of the Peace River area in British Columbia.

Finches—On Aug. 9, a family group of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks was seen 19 miles south of Fort Nelson, B. C., near the known northern limit of the species. Evening Grosbeaks had mostly disappeared from the lowlands before June, although 2 were still at the Bison Range headquarters on June 9. The species was sighted at a number of localities in the mountains from south-central Montana to the Cascade Range of Washington and to northeastern British Columbia. A surprising 400 were recorded feeding along the highway and Lochsa River about 15 miles west of Lobo Pass on the Montana–Idaho border (HEK). The Purple Finch was common throughout central and northern British Columbia, and a nest with 5 eggs was found in the Prince George area on June 27. A single bird was seen at Lake Wenatchee, Wash. in the eastern foothills of the Cascades, Aug. 20 (DR & THR). The House Finch appears to be well established at Missoula, Mont. where flocks of 25-30 were noted during the last several weeks of the summer. Two British Columbia records, a male in Prince George on June 1 (CS) and a singing male at Quesnel on June 3, apparently are the northernmost ever obtained in 
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the province for this species. The rarely observed Black Rosy Finch was found on Blackmore Peak south of Bozeman, Mont. on July 14 (DRS & RW). Pine Siskins were common to abundant at higher elevations along the Lochsa River west of Lobo Pass (HEK), in the mountains around the Bitterroot Valley, and in northern British Columbia north to the Yukon border. Red Crossbill occurrence was spotty: they bred commonly at Turnbull Refuge and were regular in the Spokane area; they were observed in the Bozeman area, at Helena, Mont. (THR), in Lake County, Mont. (RAH), at the Bison Range, south of Prince George, and near Tailgate, Oreg. (TMcC) but were not noted elsewhere. The Douglas-fir cone crop was described as excellent in the British Columbia area. An influx of White-winged Crossbills into the Prince George region began about June 15, and by July 15 the birds were exceedingly abundant from south of Quesnel north at least to latitude 56°, apparently attracted by the heaviest spruce cone crop in at least a decade.

Sparrows—Lark Buntings were seen at three localities in south-central Montana: a few summered near Three Forks; a group was seen near Logan on July 7 (RAH); and 4 males were seen 16 miles south of Townsend on June 7 (DR & THR). More surprising were 3 males in a meadow along the lower part of Big Creek in Ravalli County, west of the Continental Divide (RLH). The Grasshopper Sparrow was found at several localities in the Spokane area (S.A.S.), at Clarkston, Wash. (MJP), and at Turnbull Refuge (DRP). At the last-named site, several pairs noted and a nest with 4 eggs found on May 31 (DRP & SMS) seem to indicate that the species is maintaining itself at the edge of its range. A Lark Sparrow was noted on June 12 in the Bitterroot Valley and 5, 4 of which were thought to be just-fledged young, were seen there on Aug. 8 (CB); this species is considered very rare in that area. The Sage Sparrow was found at Clarkston on two occasions (MJP). A singing male Clay-colored Sparrow was found east of Manhattan, Mont. on July 21; 2 males were heard singing in a grassy area of the Tabor Mountain burn 16 miles east of Prince George on June 17; 1 was singing in a dry, grassy meadow 80 miles north of Fort St. James on July 17. A singing male Brewer's Sparrow, a species usually found in the lowlands among sagebrush, was noted at the summit of Mount Spokane, elevation 5808 feet, in eastern Washington, June 25 (DRP). A singing male White-crowned Sparrow was noted at Spokane on June 18 (THR). Any White-crown at this locality on this date would be most unusual, but the yellow beak of this one indicated a probable pugetensis that had strayed far inland. Distinctly unusual was the occurrence of a Black-throated Sparrow in full adult plumage at Missoula, Mont. on June 10; it was carefully observed at close range in good light. Two Lincoln's Sparrows were observed along the Lochsa River west of Lobo Pass on July 27 (HEK). Good numbers of McCown's Longspurs were found as far west as Dillon, Mont. in early July (DRS & PDS), and it is believed that they must have bred there; if so, this establishes a new western breeding record at that latitude.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names appear in boldface, should receive credit for observation in their respective areas, unless otherwise stated). (JA) James Acton; (JRA) John R. Akin and (WLA) Walter L. Anderson, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. and vicinity; (CB) Carol Boyd; (HC) Helen Carlson; (GD) George Devan; (OF) Opal Foust, Bitterroot Valley and Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; (MG) Marion Gebhard; James Grant, British Columbia; (WH) Warren Hall; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (EH) Eve Hays (RAH) R. A. Hays; (LH) Lois Hedgers; Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (HEK) Hugh E. Kingery; (TMcC) Tom McCamant; Joseph P. Mazzoni, assisted by J. C Augsburger, M. Blankenship, G. Henrikson, Kraft, W. Lampshire and V. May, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (GM) Gerald Morsello; Lowell Napier, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney. Wash.; (GHO) Gordon H. Orians; (DRP) Dennis R. Paulson; (MJP) Margaret J. Polumsky, (DR) Dan Rogers; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman—Ennis—Three Forks, Mont. area; (CS) Cyril Smith; (SMS) Susan M. Smith; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (BT) Betsy Tveter; (TW) Terry Wahl; Ann Ward, northeastern Oregon; (RW) Ross Wiggly.


The Nesting Season, 1968

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The contrasts of the Region have never been more pronounced than during this nesting season. The western Great Basin has been experiencing one of its worst droughts, with one of the driest years on record at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, whereas it was the second successive wet year for Wyoming and much of Colorado, Utah and Idaho, with the finest water conditions recorded to date at Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado. Banding data from the Front range of the Rockies west 
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of Denver showed that first broods in the wet belt were unsuccessful in many cases, but second broods fared better (SB). On the other hand, passerine nesting results were reported as particularly poor in the vicinity of Durango in southwestern Colorado (OR). A special note of thanks is due the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service for its Breeding Bird Survey program. This random sampling technique has sent birders into many areas that normally would have been overlooked.

Pelicans, Herons, Ibis—By mid-July 7000 White Pelicans were congregated at Malheur Refuge, probably because of the concentration of carp resulting from the lowering of the water level. There was a great increase in nesting of Com. Egrets, Snowy Egrets and Black-crowned Night Herons at the refuge, with 400, 150 and 500 nests, respectively (ELMcL). An egret colony out in the center of Malheur Lake was occupied in late June, about one month behind schedule. It would almost seem that the birds realized that water levels were going to drop and that their food supply would be excellent and concentrated, which, of course, it was (ELMcL). In the Carson Sink of western Nevada, a large rookery containing 400 White-faced Ibis nests was located for the first time (JMD).

Swans, Geese, Ducks—Effects of the drought at Malheur Refuge included a reduction of Malheur Lake to only 8000 acres and only a negligible growth of sago pondweed, the principal food of migratory waterfowl at the refuge, a complete drying up of nearby Harney Lake, and a reduction of water levels in Blitzen Valley to only 30 percent of normal (ELMcL). All of this had a disastrous effect on waterfowl production at the refuge. Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada, on the other hand, had good water conditions and successful waterfowl production, including 9 Trumpeter Swan cygnets (MJB). Fewer pairs of geese were present this year on the Snake River Islands section of Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho, which may explain a 23 percent reduction in gosling production from that of last year (RVP). The excellent water conditions at Monte Vista Refuge and in adjacent San Luis Valley were the result of a big run-off from a very heavy snowpack and the heaviest summer rains on record; the colony of Canada Geese produced 600 young and there was excellent duck production of 23,000 young (CRB). A Pintail banded by Monte Vista Refuge personnel at nearby Hooper, Alamosa Co., Colo. on Sept. 8, 1964, was taken near Anderia, Russia on May 17, 1968 (CRB). The Wood Duck colony on the Carson River in western Nevada is doing well and made use of five nesting boxes set out for them this year (LDN). Bear River Marshes at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake received so much floodwater this June that waterfowl nesting was virtually wiped out, but renesting resulted in production of 18,000 young, slightly better than last year (PJF).

Golden Eagle—This species was reported to be holding its own in western Idaho (TL). Elsewhere in the Region it is doing fairly well at getting the 3 young off the nests. At Malheur Refuge, 9 young were raised to the flight stage (ELMcL). After this stage no one knows how they are doing.

Owls, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Several Barn Owls used Wood Duck nesting boxes on the Carson River of western Nevada (LDN). This species is spotty in occurrence in the Rockies and the Great Basin. Black Swifts were observed at Parowan, Iron Co., Utah on June 12 (SM). This is the only easily accessible place in the Region where they are seen regularly. Chimney Swifts were again reported at Cheyenne, Wyo., July 5-10 (MEH). Apparently eastern Wyoming is the western limit of their range. A Vaux's Swift was seen on July 19 at Nampa, Canyon Co., Idaho (HES) which is somewhat east for the species. One wonders about the nesting status of the Rufous Hummingbird in the Rockies. There are no nesting records of this species in the Region, but they are frequently seen in June and July. Gleb Kashin observed his first bird of the year on July 20 in the Wasatch Mountains of Utah, and many were present in the Front Range of the Rockies from mid-July onward. Six banded at Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, July 22-25 (AC) were all females with bare and warm brood spots. It was certainly a great year for hummingbirds in this part of the Rockies, with more than 70 banded in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park in a few hours, July 22-25 (AC). The explanation given for the banding of so many, more than in any previous year, is that they came to feeders in greater numbers because the dry July had yielded a poor flower crop, but this must have been a local phenomenon since just south of this area there was tremendous summer moisture. Hummingbirds were reported as scarce farther west in the Durango, Colo. area (OR) where they are normally very common.

Flycatcher, Blackbirds, Tanager—An Ash-throated Flycatcher seen near Dubois in central Wyoming on July 17 (MB) was farther north than previous records. In contrast to their former abundance, Brewer's Blackbirds continued to be relatively scarce in central Wyoming (OKS). This is a great shame since these birds eat grasshoppers, of which we have more than our share. Now we have grasshopper-poisoning programs which kill more birds. There is a suspicion that bird-poisoning programs of grain farmers in Nebraska may have something to do with the smaller numbers of Brewer's Blackbirds now present. A Scarlet Tanager seen at Genoa in western Nevada on June 8 (FR) must have been an accidental straggler.

Finches, Sparrows—A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was present for two weeks beginning on June 7 at Evergreen in the Rockies west of Denver (WWB) where the species has been considered rare; 2 seen east of Dubois, Wyo. on June 8 and 10 (MB) were very far west for this species. An Indigo Bunting was seen at Newcastle, Weston Co., Wyo. on June 25 (LM), and 2 others were observed at Sheridan, Wyo. in June (TK). This is a regular but uncommon visitor in eastern Wyoming. Another Indigo Bunting was noted on June 7 in the Cedar Valley of southern Utah (SM) where the species is very unusual. Evening Grosbeaks were found 
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nesting at Evergreen, Colo. on June 10 (SB); this species is an unusual breeder at that locality. Many Grasshopper Sparrows were found nesting in patches of native grass in the Lance Creek area of eastern Wyoming where the species was previously considered uncommon, and four pairs of Black-throated Sparrows were noted on June 7 southeast of the Steens Mountains near Fields in southeastern Oregon (HBN) where this species is presumed to be nesting but is rarely reported. Both of the preceding reports resulted from the Breeding Bird Survey program. A White-winged Junco was seen on June 19 near Sheridan, Wyo. (TK), 150 miles west of the Black Hills where the species is supposedly confined.

Contributors—(MB), Mary Back; (MJB), Mark J. Barber; (SB), Sylvia Brockner; (WWB), William W. Brockner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (AC), Allegra Collister; (JMD), Dr. John M. Davis; (PJF), Phillip J. Feiger; (MEH), Mary E. Hanesworth; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (TL), Tom Love; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (LM), Louis Moos; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (HBN), Harry B. Nehls; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (OR), Oppie Reams; (FR), Fritz Ryser; (OKS), Dr. Oliver K. Scott; (HES), Mrs. H. E. Shaw.


The Nesting Season, 1968

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The reporting period began with the cool and wet weather which had prevailed in the two preceding months. By the last week in June weather conditions had moderated and thereafter were about average with respect to temperature and rainfall until the end of the period, when another spell of abnormally cold and wet weather set in. There were few ornithological occurrences worthy of special mention. The unusual number of shore birds—both species and individuals—recorded at Leadbetter Point, Wash. on June 23 raises the question of why so many were present on a date which should be in the brief period between migrations. Discovery of a population of Fox Sparrows on the the west side of the Cascade Mountains east of Salem, Oreg., represents an extension of the known breeding range of this species in Oregon; the race involved is as yet undetermined.

Loons, Grebes—A few Com. Loons were in evidence in Troup Passage in the vicinity of Bella Bella, B. C. throughout the breeding season (VG). Several Arctic and Red-throated Loons summered at the mouth of the Columbia River. Observing from the Canadian Hydrographic Service vessel "Mara-bell," Vic Goodwill found Arctic Loons in Troup Passage through June and Red-throated Loons there from time to time throughout the reporting period. On June 20 at the north end of Vancouver Is., he saw 6 Red-necked Grebes, which were the last until Aug. 9; thereafter he saw 1-2 birds almost daily in and around Troup Passage. Summering Western Grebes again concentrated in the Bellingham, Wash. area, with numbers estimated at an average of 700 (TRW).

Albatrosses, Shearwaters, Petrels—A Black-footed Albatross was seen from "Marabell" in Queen Charlotte Sound on June 20, and 7 others were seen on the same waters southward to Vancouver Is. on July 25 (VG). On the latter day, 2 dark-phase Fulmars were also noted (VG). Sooty Shearwaters were seen northward from the Columbia River after June 20; 160 were counted on Queen Charlotte Sound, July 25 (VG); more than 3000 were at the mouth of the Columbia River on Aug. 11 (JG & HBN). On June 20, Goodwill counted 148 Fork-tailed Petrels from "Marabell" in a transit of Queen Charlotte Sound; 50 were in one flock and 40 more in another; additional numbers of this species up to 26 in a day were periodically encountered in the same area during the rest of the reporting period. On July 25, 59 Leach's Petrels were seen from the "Marabell" on Queen Charlotte Sound south from the Virgin Rocks to Cape Scott (VG).

Cormorants, Herons—Pelagic Cormorants in numbers up to 12 in one day were found in Troup Passage through June and July. Great Blue Herons seem to have enjoyed good breeding success at least in the Portland area (HBN) and in the Courtenay–Campbell River area of Vancouver Is. (DS). A few Green Herons were scattered through the Region from Medford, Oreg. north to Marysville, Wash., with most of the reports coming from the vicinity of Portland; the status of this species thus continued much as it has been for years. An immature Black-crowned Night-Heron was found at Delta Park in north Portland on July 5 (JG). An Am. Bittern was at Ilwaco, Pacific Co., Wash. Ion Aug. 11 (JG & HBN). A Least Bittern was flushed from the eastern edge of Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane Co., Oreg. on June 14 by Larry McQueen and Eric Forsman; the bird flushed from between the observers at close range, and, although neither of them was previously familiar with the species, both simultaneously and at once called out the identification. The bird was not seen again, despite assiduous efforts by several other students to find it. This record constitutes one of very few for Oregon and is probably only the second for west of the Cascades.

Geese, Ducks—Up to 56 young and adult Canada Geese were counted behind Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River by the end of the period; the increase above all previously observed nesting season occurrences there may perhaps be attributable to a breeding population displaced by initial flooding of the upriver pool behind the John Day Dam this spring. A single Black Brant was noted at Lead-better Point, June 23 (RK & HBN). A Mallard accompanied by 5 newly hatched young was seen at Seattle on the late date of Aug. 12 (ES). A family group of Gadwalls, including downy young, was seen at Vancouver, Clark Co., Wash., July 10 (JG & MK). A lone Pintail was observed on Hoover Pond near Medford, Oreg. on June 29 (OS). A male Green-winged Teal at Portland's Delta Park on July 8 (JG) was most unusual for a summer month, as were the Blue-winged Teal, up to 16 in number (JG), which remained there at least until July 8. The 4 Shovelers found in the Columbia River bottoms at Delta Park on June 20 (JG) were also out of the ordinary; 18 were observed flying southeastward along Johnstone Strait on the central British Columbia coast on Aug. 6 (VG). Wood Ducks were unreported during the season. A male Greater Scaup was identified on July 5 at Delta Park (JG). Barrow's Goldeneye bred successfully again this year at Lost Lake on the Santiam Highway in Oregon's central Cascades. Five young Harlequin Ducks were seen near Lake Crescent on the Olympic Peninsula, June 20, and 50, both adult and young, were at Victoria on June 23 (NBB); up to 10 at a time were seen on six different dates from June 1 to July 21 along the coast of northern British Columbia (VG). White-winged Scoters were seen in the same area during the same period in flocks of up to 50 (VG), while farther south 98 were counted at the north jetty of the Columbia River on June 23 (JG, RK & HBN). Surf Scoters were, as usual, the most common summering duck along the ocean beaches, being more common to the northward. A female Com. Scoter was noted at the north jetty of the Columbia River on Aug. 11 (JG & HBN); this species is rarely present in the summer. A pair of Ruddy Ducks was seen at the end of July at Delta Park in Portland for the second successive year; with the pair were 7 young, 3 of which had disappeared by Aug. 15 (JG & HBN). Up to 5 Hooded Mergansers at a time were observed in Troup Passage, B. C., June 11–Aug. 10 (VG). Common Mergansers were seen more frequently in this vicinity during June and July, the maximum being 10 at one time on July 7. Nine birds of this species were found at Dabney State Park on the Sandy River east of Portland on July 18 (JG), and 1 was seen on Yaquina Bay, Oreg., Aug. 3 (JG & RK). Several young Red-breasted Mergansers were noted east of Seattle on July 14 (VEC).

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—A Turkey Vulture was seen at Discovery Passage on the east side of central Vancouver Is. on June 21 (VG). Two Swainson's Hawks were seen at Lopez Is. in the San Juans on July 13 (TRW). An adult Golden Eagle was seen in flight six miles north of Princeton, B. C., Aug. 2 (VG). A Young Bald Eagle had fledged from a nest near Blaine, Wash. by June 8 (LHK); 2 fledged young were seen at Lopez Is. on July 14 (TRW); a pair was in attendance at a nest near Butte Falls, Oreg. in the Medford area, during the report period (JH & OS). Adult Bald Eagles were seen regularly in the Courtenay–Campbell River, B. C. area (DS) and abundantly along the central British Columbia coast (VG) this summer. A single adult was noted at Depoe Bay, Oreg., Aug. 3 (JG & RK), and 2 adults were observed over the interstate bridge at Astoria, Oreg. on Aug. 11 (JG & HBN). Marsh Hawks seem to have nested successfully at Leadbetter Point, Wash., this year (HBN). Two young Ospreys were raised in a nest at Shoal Bay, Victoria, B. C. (ARD); an adult was sitting on a nest at Lopez Is. in the San Juans on July 13 (TRW); and 2 birds were observed in flight at Lost Lake on the Santiam Highway on July 24 (HBN & WT).

Quail, Rails—Bobwhite were calling near Clackamas, Oreg., a few miles southeast of Portland, on June 15 (JBC). A newly hatched California Quail was seen at Seattle on Aug. 15 (ES), a late date, though by no means unprecedented. Virginia Rails enjoyed good nesting success in Portland's Delta Park, as did Am. Coots (HBN).

Shorebirds—A pair of Black Oystercatchers was first observed on June 5 on a rocky islet in Troup Passage, B. C.; a nest containing 2 eggs was found on June 13 and photographed on June 15. By 
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July 16 it was evident that the nesting attempt had failed, but the birds were engaged in nuptial displays and aerial chases; 1-3 individuals were seen subsequently, but no new nesting was observed, although a bird was still present on the islet on Aug. 7 (VG). A Semipalmated Plover was noted at Leadbetter Point on June 23 (RK & HBN), which is confusing since the first indications of the return flight of this species came in mid-July from Victoria and the mouth of the Columbia River and slightly later in the month from Blaine, Wash. A surprisingly large count of 220 birds of this species was made at Siletz Bay, Oreg. on Aug. 3, with 60 more seen farther south at Yaquina Bay later in the day (JG & RK). A single Semipalmated Plover found on Aug. 3 at Agate Lake near Medford and 3 observed at the same place on Aug. 14 (JH) apparently constituted the first fall records for Jackson County, Oreg. Three Snowy Plover were seen on Tillamook Bay beaches, July 20 (TM), and 2 were there on Aug. 4 (HBN). Over 100 Black-bellied Plover were noted at Lead-better Point on June 23 (RK & HBN), and over 100 were seen there on Aug. 11 (JG & HBN). Forty-three Surfbirds at Victoria on July 12 (ARD) were the first returning birds; 285, an impressively high number, were counted along the Lincoln County, Oreg. coastal strip on Aug. 3 (JG & RK). The same observers also found 19 Ruddy and 12 Black Turnstones along the same stretch of coast on the same day, and Goodwill found 75 Black Turnstones at rest in Troup Passage on July 21 and again on July 24. Common Snipe were found guarding nests at four sites just east of Snoqualmie Pass, Wash. on May 8 (VEC). Three Whimbrels were noted at Leadbetter Point on June 23 (RK & HBN); another was seen at Blaine, Wash. on July 6, with 5 present there on July 25 (TRW); 14 were seen at Yaquina Bay on Aug. 3 (JG & RK). A lone Solitary Sandpiper was present in Portland at Delta Park, July 30—Aug. 1 (HBN, et al.); the species is rare in this Region. On July 30 and 31, 2 individuals of this species were observed at Manning Provincial Park, B. C. (VG). Wandering Tattlers were on the move at the end of July with 1 seen in Troup Passage on the 21st and 2 seen some miles to the south on the 24th; 3 individuals had reached Victoria by July 23 (ARD), and 21 were found along Oregon's Lincoln County coast on Aug. 3 (JG & RK). Greater Yellowlegs were present at both Leadbetter Point and Agate Lake during the last week of June and appeared at Sauvie Is. on July 8, at the south jetty of the Columbia on July 17, and at Delta Park in Portland on July 30 and 31. A Lesser Yellowlegs was seen at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 4; 3 were at Delta Park on Aug. 9 and 1 at Leadbetter Point on Aug. 11 (HBN, et al.). Five Knot were seen at Leadbetter Point on June 23 (JG & HBN). Three Rock Sandpipers were seen in company with Black Turnstones at the southwestern end of Troup Passage on July 21; 1 was still there, again in the company of turnstones, on July 24 (VG). An early Pectoral Sandpiper appeared at Tillamook on July 20 (TM & Gordon Knight); 2 others were seen at Bellingham on July 15 and 2 at Swinomish Slough, Island Co., Wash. on Aug. 4 (TRW); 2 were seen at Sauvie Is. on Aug. 10 (JG). On June 29, 22 Least Sandpipers were at Agate Lake, but by July 7 only 7 could be found (OS); by mid-July good numbers were at Victoria and at the south jetty of the Columbia, Twenty Dunlin were noted at Leadbetter Point on June 23 (RK & HBN), but the species was not seen elsewhere in the Region until Aug. 13 when some appeared at Blaine (Jim Duemmel, fide TRW). A dozen Short-billed Dowitchers were at the south jetty of the Columbia on July 17 and 1 was at Tillamook on Aug. 4 (HBN). Long-billed Dowitchers were observed in the Portland area in numbers up to 200 in the latter half of July (JG, HBN); 4 were noted at Agate Lake on July 9 (JH). On July 21, 25 Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen together on Protection Is., Wash., near Port Townsend (Zella Schultz, Howard Wilson, Francis Wood); a single bird of this species was picked out of a mixed flock of "peep" at Tillamook Bay on Aug. 4 (HBN). Two hundred Western Sandpipers were present at Leadbetter Point on June 23 (RK & HBN); large numbers passed through the Region in July, with an estimated 10,000 at Blaine on July 6 (TRW). Two Marbled Godwits were found at Yaquina Bay on Aug. 3 (JG & RK). A few Sanderling had appeared on the Oregon coast by early August; 7 were found at the inland location of Emigrant Lake in the Medford area on Aug. 5 (OS). An Am. Avocet, rare in the Region, was found at Agate Lake, Oreg. on July 9 (JH). A female Wilson's Phalarope was seen at Lead-better Point on June 23 (RK & HBN). Northern Phalaropes were numerous in the San Juan Islands by the end of the report period (ES); 19 were seen in Queen Charlotte Strait as early as July 7 (VG).

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns—Two Pomarine Jaegers were seen at very close range from the north jetty of the Columbia River on Aug. 11 (JG & HBN). A Parasitic Jaeger was noted in Discovery Passage on Aug. 6 (VG). The colonies of Glaucous-winged Gulls on Colville and Protection Islands, Wash. were much larger this year than in recent years, with 2200 young banded there (fide TRW). This species was in evidence daily along the coast of British Columbia during June and July, average numbers seen each day being about 30, according to Goodwill's detailed report. Single adult Herring Gulls appeared from time to time during the same period (VG). Fewer than 10 California Gulls frequented Troup Passage during June, but numbers gradually increased through July and more than 50 were counted on Aug. 14 (VG). The same conditions prevailed farther south with numbers of California Gulls, including many young birds, becoming very noticeable by the end of July after a month's build-up. The Ring-billed Gull seems to follow the same pattern of migrating west to the Pacific from inland nesting grounds as does the California Gull, but in much smaller numbers, later in the season, and without going as far north, e.g., Goodwill recorded none of this species during the reporting period although farther south at La Conner, 
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Skagit Co., Wash. the species was numerous by Aug. 15 (ES). Up to 30 Mew Gulls could be found in a day during June and July in the vicinity of Troup Passage and Bella Bella, B. C., but by the second week of August numbers had decreased to fewer than 10 birds per day. A small number of Franklin's Gulls reached the Vancouver–Victoria–Seattle area by early July and were still in evidence at the end of the period; the first were 3 noted in Vancouver harbor, July 4 (VEC), with subsequent sightings at the end of July and in early August at Seattle (ES & Zella Schultz), Victoria (ARD), Lake Terrell and Bellingham (TRW). Numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls summered from Vancouver Is. northward; by the end of July totals had climbed at Bellingham and in Puget Sound and a few individuals were being registered on the Washington and Oregon coasts south to Tillamook and inland at Portland. Twenty-three adult Heermann's Gulls put in an appearance at the north jetty of the Columbia River on the early date of June 23 (RK & HBN); at the same place on Aug. 11 birds of this species were moving northward at the rate of 10-20 per hour. Heermann's Gulls first appeared at Victoria on June 26; many more adults than usual were in the San Juans in July (TRW). Three immature Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen at the north jetty of the Columbia on June 23 (RK & HBN); an adult was noted off Cape Cook, Vancouver Is. on July 25 (VG). About 24 Com. Terns were at Blaine, Wash. on July 6 (TRW); 10 were seen at Victoria on July 30 and 3 at Miracle Beach near Victoria on Aug. 15 (DS). Caspian Terns were reported at Leadbetter Point, Tillamook and Hoover Lakes near Medford; a total of 11, including some young birds, at Leadbetter Point on Aug. 11 was the largest number reported. Single adult Black Terns were at Smith Lake in Portland on June 23 (JG) and at Lake Terrell near Bellingham, July 31 (TRW).

Alcids–.Common Murres were seen frequently from "Marabell" during the period, with 150-250 individuals observed in the course of transits from Vancouver–Victoria north along the east side of Vancouver Is. and across Queen Charlotte Sound; Pigeon Guillemots were considerably less common, the maximum being 15 observed on June 20 from Troup Passage south to the northeastern portion of Vancouver Is.; Marbled Murrelets were encountered regularly, with high counts of 265 on June 21 and 98 on July 6 in Discovery Passage, although only 8 were seen there on Aug. 6 (VG). Three Marbled Murrelets were seen on June 20 at Clallam Bay, Wash. and 1 on June 22 at Port Angeles, Clallam Co., Wash. (NBB); 3 individuals of this species, all in winter plumage, were seen close to the jetty at Newport, Lincoln Co., Oreg. on Aug. 3 and were accompanied by an Ancient Murrelet, also in winter plumage (JG & RK). Eleven Ancient Murrelets in breeding plumage were seen on June 21 in the waters bordering northeastern Vancouver Is.; 13 were seen on July 25 during a transit by "Marabell" across Queen Charlotte Sound (VG); 30 were seen on Aug. 4 flying past the Tillamook Bay jetty singly or in pairs (HBN). Rhinoceros Auklets were commonly seen from "Mara-bell" in Queen Charlotte, Broughton and Johnstone Straits on the east side of Vancouver Is. and on Queen Charlotte Sound in June and July, with 435 on July 7 the highest count; a traverse of the same area in the first week of August produced only about 10 percent of the numbers present there earlier (VG). This species also was reported as common at Victoria throughout the period (NBB, ARD). Tufted Puffins were seen from "Marabell" only on July 25 when 22 were counted off the northeastern portion of Vancouver Is. (VG).

Swifts, Hummingbirds—Black Swifts were noted at Neah Bay, Wash. on June 20 (NBB) and in Manning Provincial Park, B. C. on July 30 and 31 (VG) and were said to be in "good numbers" in the Courtenay–Campbell River, B. C., area during the reporting period (DS). Vaux's Swifts were reported from the Hoh River valley and Lake Crescent on the Olympic Peninsula on June 19 (NBB); 1-2 birds were seen occasionally in June and early July at Lake Oswego, Oreg., where in the past eight years the observer (IBC) had seen individuals only in early May. The male Black-chinned Hummingbird that had appeared in May at Merle McGraw's feeders near Shady Cove on the Rogue River, Oreg., was seen off and on until June 25; at the end of July a bird thought to be a young male of the year visited the feeder (fide OS). During the second week of August, male Anna's Hummingbirds appeared at feeders in Portland (Virginia Holmgren, fide HBN) and Medford (fide JH). The Broad-tailed Hummingbirds reported in the spring migration account to have been still at the McGraw feeders at the end of May, all had stopped appearing by June 25. Calliope Hummingbirds that had frequented the same feeders from mid-May were not seen after June 20.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers— Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers with young birds in attendance were prominent in the Santiam Pass area east of Salem, Oreg. on July 24 (HBN &WT). Two Eastern Kingbirds were reported from Bellingham, June 14 and 21 (TRW); 1 was seen at Medford, July 8 (Carl Richardson & OS). Western Kingbirds, also unusual in the Region, were seen singly at Portland airport on June 10 (JG) and at McMinnville, Yamhill Co., Oreg. on Aug. 3 (JG & RK); 2 adults with young were seen at Eugene, Oreg., June 30 (Eric Forsman) and July 2 (AL). An Ash-throated Flycatcher, a species unreported for this Region in some time though according to the literature supposed to occur in southern Oregon, was seen at Eugene on June 16 by several observers (fide AL). A pair of Black Phoebes raised one set of young and began another nest in the same vicinity in the Medford area (JH). Dusky Flycatchers were found commonly breeding in cut-over areas above 3000 feet elevation in the central Oregon Cascades this summer (WT).

Larks, Swallows, Corvids—Two adult Horned Larks seen at Portland airport on June 10 evidently fledged young, as 3 young birds were seen there on July 5 (JG). Purple Martins were more widely reported than in several years past: numbers and nesting success were good at Bellingham (TRW); feeding of young was still in progress at a colony near Cloverdale, Tillamook Co., Oreg. on Aug. 6 (MK); 
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a nest on a building in downtown Seattle was occupied on June 28 (VEC); a pair was seen at Bonneville Dam on the Columbia, June 22 and July 5 (HBN); about 24 were seen over Prospect Lake, Victoria, B. C. early in August (ARD, fide DS); 3 individuals were noted at Emigrant Lake near Medford, Aug. 18 (OS). Only from Courtenay, B. C. was there a pessimistic note: no martins were seen and Starlings apparently had appropriated their previously used nest holes in pilings. A pair of Com. Ravens attending 2 young was found at Chinook Pass, Wash. on June 16 (VEC); up to a score were seen on June 20 and Aug. 14 at Troup Passage, B. C. (VG). Northwestern Crows were also seen commonly there during June and July.

Bushtits, Dipper, Wrens—A Com. Bushtit nest discovered at Seattle on July 17 contained young which had just feathered by this late date (ES); other young were out of the nest at Seattle by June 10 (VEC). A pair of Dippers nested along the Rogue River at Laurelhurst Bridge (JH & OS). House Wrens were reported from a number of sites on the west side of Portland and in suburbs to the west, where they are usually absent. At least 3 pairs were discovered in a Bellingham neighborhood where none have been noted for several years, and a family group was seen there on Aug. 6 (TRW). Five birds, possibly also a family group, were seen together in one bush at 5000 feet elevation on Mount Ashland, Oreg., Aug. 4 (OS).

Mimids, Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Waxwings, Starling—A pair of Catbirds was again reported from Pitt Meadows, B. C. where it was seen on June 23 (NBB). The only report concerning W. Bluebirds came from southwest Oregon where they were considered to be in good numbers at higher altitudes; 20 were seen on Aug. 17 above 5000 feet elevation in the Siskiyous (OS). Thackaberry found Townsend's Solitaires in almost every cut-over area in the central Oregon Cascades this summer and concluded that logging operations benefit this species. One of the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nests reported found on Roxy Ann Butte near Medford in May brought off three young by June 7 (OS). Eight Cedar Waxwings were seen a half-mile northeast of Bella Bella, B. C. on June 1 (VG), and the species was common in northwestern Oregon throughout the report period. Twenty Starlings were observed at New Bella Bella Is. on Aug. 14 (VG).

Vireos and Warblers—Five Hutton's Vireos, possibly constituting a family group, were seen together in the Rogue River Valley near Medford, July 8 (OS). A nest of the Solitary Vireo was discovered near Laurelhurst Bridge on the Rogue River (OS), presumably in June. A group of 12 individuals of this species was seen on Larch Mountain, east of Portland, July 22 (HBN). Red-eyed Vireos were, surprisingly, an abundant bird in suitable habitat in Whatcom County, Wash. this summer (TRW), and at least 10 pairs nested on Crabtree Creek east of Lebanon, Oreg., (WT). The Nashville Warbler was found to be the most common warbler above 3000 feet elevation in cut-over areas in Oregon's central Cascades (HBN & WT). Black-throated Gray Warblers have appeared with increasing frequency in the Victoria area in the past five years, but there is still no proof of breeding; this year a pair was seen regularly at Miracle Beach in June and 1-3 birds were present there in July and early August (DS). Hermit Warblers were reported as common on the east side of central Oregon's Cascade Mountains (WT) , and a large flock, consisting mainly of immatures, was seen on Larch Mountain, July 22 (HBN). MacGillivray's Warbler, also, was common in mountain cut-over areas this summer but was most abundant below 4000 feet elevation (HBN & WT). Yellow-breasted Chats again were seen frequently in the Lebanon, Oreg. area (WT).

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows—Fifty Yellow-headed Blackbirds in western Skagit County, Wash., Aug. 14 (TRW) were unusual. Juvenile Brown-headed Cowbirds twice came aboard "Marabell" in Troup Passage, 1 on July 24 and 1 on Aug. 14 (VG). Black-headed Grosbeaks were very much in evidence in the Willamette Valley of Oregon this summer. Young Evening Grosbeaks were being fed green choke cherries east of Snoqualmie Summit in Washington's Cascades on Aug. 18 (VEC); in Oregon the species was found only in the high Cascades. Red Crossbills became very common in the Victoria area after July 1, when over 200 were seen at Miracle Beach (DS), and were also prominent in Oregon's high Cascades from late July to the end of the reporting period. A Pine Grosbeak was observed in Manning Provincial Park, B. C. on July 30 and a male and a female were seen there on July 31 (VG). A Green-tailed Towhee, an uncommon species in the Region, was seen at Pilot Rock, Jackson Co., Oreg. on July 4 (JH & OS), and 3 were seen at Mount Ashland on Aug. 4 (OS). Five Vesper Sparrows also were found at Pilot Rock on July 4 (JH & OS). Fox Sparrows were found from May through July in laurel thickets in the vicinity of the junction of Santiam Highway (Oregon Route 22) with U. S. 20 in eastern Marion County, Oreg. (HBN & WT). This represents an extension of the known breeding range of this species. Collecting will be required to determine the race involved; the birds are quite gray.

Contributors—(NBB) N. B. Broadbooks; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (VG) Vic Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (MK) Mark Konindyke; (AL) Allan Larrabee; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl.
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