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Autumn Migration, 1966

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Autumn in the Region was almost uniformly mild, with no snowfall of

  [image: ]
any consequence in the valleys by the end of the period. The heat and drought of the preceding months continued through September in the Okanagan of southern British Columbia and in extreme western Montana (Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, and Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese) and through October in northern Idaho and eastern Washington. For example, Spokane, Wash. received only .36 in. of precipitation in October as compared to the normal 1.57 in. November brought well above normal precipitation to northern Idaho and eastern Washington, but other areas were apparently near normal. The month continued mild, however. Habitat conditions remained fairly good at the Bison Range despite the drought, but the ponds at Reardan and at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. were low. The generally mild fall appeared to delay departures for only a few species. Duck movement into the Spokane area was about a week late. In this Region a trickling migration is the usual situation. Therefore, the hearing of many small migrants overhead at midnight of Sept. 7 after a clear, warm day at Baker, Oreg., is of interest. Also at Baker 
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what might be called a wave was noted on Aug. 25, when Ann Ward counted 31 species, mostly migrant passerines, in her yard. Another flurry of activity there, Sept. 24-25, during abnormally warm weather, involved many passerines of 13 species. See also Hall's remarks under "Vireos and Warblers." Snowy Owls furnished the most spectacular news for the fall and the Bohemian Waxwing movement promised to be a big one. By contrast, the virtual absence of northern finches from most localities was noteworthy.

Loons, Grebes—Seven Common Loons, the largest number for any locality, were seen at Wells Gray Provincial Park north of Kamloops, B. C. in early October (PD & ED). An Arctic Loon was seen at Thomas Lake, east of Colville, Stevens Co., Wash. on Nov. 6 (WH). The Red-necked Grebe was noted in September at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in the Bitterroot valley near Stevensville, Mont. This is apparently the first record for the valley and followed the restoring and establishing of several potholes and reservoirs on this recently created refuge. Many species of birds have benefited, some having increased as much as ten-fold (CLB, GAD). A single Red-necked Grebe at Three Forks, Mont. in early October furnished the third record for the locality (RAH, DRS & PDS). An unusual concentration of Pied-billed Grebes was seen at Ninepipe Nail Wildlife Refuge, Sept. 24. At least 20 were in one group and others were scattered over a wide area (RLH).

Pelicans, Cormorants—Three White Pelicans stopped briefly at Ninepipe Refuge in September. Hundreds were at Summer Lake, Lake Co., Oreg. on Sept. 3 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). The species peaked at about 183 at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., but declined after a unit was opened to hunting. About 7 Double-crested Cormorants used the refuge until the hunting season opened, Oct. 15, and the birds were described as commonly seen at Pablo Reservoir, Ninepipe Refuge during the fall.

Herons, Bitterns—A Green Heron was observed near Prineville, Oreg., Aug. 22-23 (GM). Black-crowned Night Herons were common at McNary Refuge. The Am. Bittern was noted there and at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. Cheney, Wash.

Waterfowl—Canada Goose numbers appeared to be good. Some 15,000 were noted near Stratford, Grant Co., Wash., Oct. 9 (JA) and the wintering population at McNary Refuge had reached 10,000 by Nov. 1. Fifteen White-fronted Geese were seen at Stratford, Oct. 9 (JA), and smaller numbers at McNary Refuge, at Sprague Lake, near Sprague, Wash., at Reardan Wash., at Ninepipe Refuge, and 1 was shot near Ronan, Lake Co., Mont. (CJH). An early snow storm brought flights of Snow Geese over the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. on Nov. 7 and for several days thereafter. A spectacular concentration of 2000 was on nearby Ninepipe Refuge the second week of the month. Duck migration through Turnbull Refuge showed no spectacular build-up but greater sustained use was evident. The peak population of 26,000 was reached a week later than last year, Nov. 20-26. Mallards continued as the most abundant species in the Region. At Ninepipe Refuge they surpassed the 10-year record, with a peak of about 120,000 at Ninepipe and Pablo Reservoirs. The numbers of other species appeared good. McNary Refuge had a peak of 960 Ruddy Ducks on Oct. 1 and Ravalli Refuge, 500, Sept. 11, immediately after the ponds were flooded. Unusual records included 11 White-winged Scoters and 1 Surf Scoter at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 9 (JA). A male White-winged Scoter was at Three Forks, Mont., Nov. 13 (RAH) and a female had joined him the next day (PDS). Ten Red-breasted Mergansers were at Ravalli Refuge on Sept. 15.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—Thirteen Turkey Vultures were noted at Turnbull Refuge, Aug. 1 but not thereafter. An immature Goshawk was seen on Illecillewaet Icefield, elevation 8300 ft., Glacier Nat'l Park, B.C., Sept. 3 (KG) and an adult appeared at Missoula, Mont. at the end of November. The Rough-legged Hawk was reported as scarce in the Vernon B.C. area, but the species was noted commonly just west of Missoula (at least 5 near Frenchtown, Nov. 26, RLH & (JS) and 15-20 of the birds could be seen on a 2-hour drive through the Bison Range. Two Ferruginous Hawks were noted at Pablo Reservoir, Ninepipe Refuge. A peak of 12 Bald Eagles was on Ninepipe and 4 more were noted at Pablo Reservoir. A single bird flew over the campus of the University of Montana at Missoula, Dec. 11 (GL). Four Peregrine Falcons were on the Ninepipe Refuge. One or 2 Golden Eagles were noted in the Almira–Hartline–Reardan areas of Grant and Lincoln Counties, Washington (JA).

Gallinaceous Birds—The Ring-necked Pheasant was reported as very common at McNary Refuge, but numbers appeared to be average or less elsewhere. In the Okanagan Valley of southern British Columbia fish and game clubs were pressing for a closed season in 1967. Chukars were up in numbers at the Bison Range. Gray Partridge there were at a maximum level, about 400. The birds were abundant in the neighboring Flathead Valley (CJH). Turkeys planted several years ago at Ravalli Refuge, seem to be increasing.

Shorebirds—Mud flats created by diking at Ravalli Refuge attracted a rich variety of species, some not previously recorded for the Bitterroot Valley. Up to 8 Pectoral Sandpipers were noted and flocks of up to 15 Sanderlings were seen. Fourteen Am. Avocets were present in early September. The plover migration appeared extremely poor in eastern Washington. Only 1 Semipalmated, 1 Am. Golden and 3 Black-bellied Plovers were seen (JA, WH). Five of the latter species were noted at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Ninepipe Refuge, Sept. 24 (RLH & JS). One was still there on Oct. 25 (FLK). A very late Spotted Sandpiper was still at Baker, Oreg. on Oct. 25. Except for plovers, the migration at Reardan, Wash. was a good one. Some highlights were 100 Lesser Yellowlegs (JA), 50 Pectoral and 35 Baird's Sandpipers and 100-200 Long-billed Dowitchers 
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(S.A.S.). One or 2 each of Stilt Sandpipers and Sanderling were observed there (JA, WH, S.A.S.). The movement was good for both variety and numbers at Missoula, Ninepipe Refuge and in the Bozeman area.

Gulls, Terns—An adult Glaucous Gull was identified at Skaha Lake, Penticton, B. C., Nov. 18. A peak number of 2000 Ring-billed Gulls was attracted to Pablo Reservoir at Ninepipe Refuge by dead fish left by the drawdown of the water level. A Common Tern was seen at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash., Oct. 9 (IA).

Doves—Single Mourning Doves lingered in the Vernon, B. C. area at least to the first of December (JTF, JG). Six Band-tailed Pigeons were noted at Wells Gray Provincial Park, B. C. the first of October (FD & ED).

Owls—The highlight of the fall season for the Region was the massive Snowy Owl invasion. The greatest concentration was reported in the vicinity of Ninepipe Refuge, south of Flathead Lake, Lake Co., Mont. where an estimated 50 appeared about Nov. 25. It is believed that most of them were killed by hunters and amateur taxidermists (FLK). Unfortunately, Montana has no law protecting owls or hawks. Joe Mazzoni, manager of the Bison Range, said "This beautiful bird needs protection!" Smaller numbers appeared in a number of other localities : in the northern Okanagan around Vernon, B.C. (DD, JG, JKH, Mrs. JM, RPN); at Turnbull Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; at Reardan and Almira, Wash. (JA), and at McNary Refuge, Burbank, Wash. The phenomenal numbers in the Ninepipe areas were correlated with an upswing in the numbers of small rodents (GL). Two Barn Owls were found dead on the highway near McNary Refuge. The rare Hawk Owl was noted near Tiger, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Oct. 30 (JA) and a Great Gray Owl was identified along the West Fork of the Bitterroot River south of Stevensville, Mont., Aug. 5 (ELF & MLK). A large number of Short-eared Owls was in the Ninepipe Refuge area late in November and many of these were shot by hunters. The species was quite scarce at Missoula and Vernon.

Swifts, Woodpeckers—A nestling Black Swift about two-thirds grown was in a nest near Armstrong, B.C. on Aug. 7. The White-throated Swift was noted near Stevensville, Mont., Sept. 17 and near Priest Lake in northern Idaho, Aug. 28 (MC). A pair of Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers was seen at Elk Lake, just west of Bend, Oreg., Aug. 29 (FBH). A White-headed Woodpecker was seen at Vaseux Lake, in the South Okanagan, Oct. 16. A Northern Three-toed at Vernon, B.C. in the Ponderosa Pines was unusual at that elevation. Three were seen in Wells Gray Park, B.C.

Flycatchers, Swallows—An Ash-throated Flycatcher was observed at Prineville, Oreg., Aug. 20 (GM). Several late dates were obtained for swallows, probably because of the mild conditions. Large numbers of Violet-greens were at Ninepipe Refuge in September. Four were still at Baker, Oreg. on Sept. 24 and 6 were at Westbank, Okanagan Lake, B.C. on Oct. 6. Three Barn Swallows were noted at Wells, east of Quesnel, B.C. at elevation 4000 ft. on Sept. 14, a late date, and the species lingered well into October at Ninepipe Refuge. Three Cliff Swallows in Bozeman on Oct. 2 were distinctly late (CVD).

Jays—Steller's Jays moved into the lowlands in some localities earlier or in larger numbers than usual. The earlier appearance around Stevensville, Mont. was believed to be caused by shortage of wild fruits in the mountains. The birds' arrival in Bozeman, Mont. was described as rather spectacular, starting about Oct. 20. The same date saw their appearance in Baker, Oreg. after an absence of 2 years. Unusual also was the appearance of Clark's Nutcrackers in Bozeman. The species was much more common than usual in the Okanagan–Kamloops area of British Columbia. Around Stevensville the birds were still up in the mountains.

Chickadees, Nuthatches—The rare Boreal Chickadee was observed in the Soldier Creek area of Priest Lake in northern Idaho, Nov. 4 (MC). At Baker, Oreg., late October produced a surge of Black-capped and Mountain Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches, plus a White-breasted and some Golden-crowned Kinglets. The White-breasted continued scarce, being mentioned elsewhere only for Bozeman and Stevensville.

Mimic Thrushes, Thrushes—The Catbird was last noted at Bozeman on the late date of Sept. 27. A Mockingbird was observed at close range at Prineville, Oreg. on Dec. 1, adding to the few records of the species for the Region (GM). Small flocks of Robins lingered through November at Spokane and probably will remain, feeding upon the abundant Mountain Ash fruit. Mountain Bluebirds were described as abundant nesters at Prineville where they departed by late October (GM). The species apparently had a good nesting year in the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont., for several flocks of 15-27 were seen during September and October. Fairly good numbers were noted at Baker, Oreg., and a 4800-ft. elevation called High-point Lookout, on the Bison Range, was described as becoming a favorite migrational stop for the bird. The species continued scarce in the Spokane area.

Waxwings, Starlings—Bohemian Waxwings arrived in November in many localities, often in flocks numbering hundreds. The outlook at Spokane was for a very good "waxwing winter," with abundant fruit on the Mountain Ash. Migrating flocks of Starlings, more numerous than ever before, were noted at Spokane from August through October. A flock on Aug. 21 contained at least 800 (THR). In the Vernon, B.C. area numbers topped all previous records from mid-September to mid-October. One flock that roosted in the city was estimated at 2-3000.

Vireos, Warblers—Many species of vireos and warblers were observed in flocks in mid-August in the Spokane area, apparently migrating from higher altitudes (WH). Bozeman had a late Yellow Warbler record, Sept. 11 and one was still at Prineville, 
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Oreg. on the 18th (GM). The latter locality still had Audubon's Warblers at November's end (GM). New to the Bitterroot Valley was the Yellow-breasted Chat, 1 on Aug. 28 (MG).

Blackbirds—Yellow-headed Blackbirds were mostly gone before October but they stayed well into November at Ninepipe Refuge (FLK) and a very late record of Dec. 2 was obtained just off the refuge (CJH). Red-winged Blackbirds lingered, in some instances abundantly, at many localities. Highly noteworthy was the presence of 2 adult and 3 immature Rusty Blackbirds, observed through a scope at Reflection Lake, near Chattaroy, Spokane Co., Wash. (MC). About 1800 Brewer's Blackbirds occupied a roost in a small marsh at Prineville in late November (GM) and a few of this species were still at Baker, Oreg. on Dec. 4.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks were scarce at the end of November, although they were common at Missoula through October. House Finches appeared to be still pressing into western Montana. Five females were identified at Missoula, Oct. 18, and a flock of 8-10 on the 20th. One was noted at Belgrade, Mont., Oct. 23. The few scattered records there suggest it may be a permanent resident in the area, but in very small numbers (PDS). Common Red-polls had appeared at Priest Lake in northern Idaho by Nov. 3 (MC) and by Nov. 22 in the Bitterroot (OF). They were also noted on the campus of the University of Idaho, Moscow (EL) and at Pablo Reservoir on Ninepipe Refuge. The Red Crossbill was virtually absent, except at Bozeman, where they were especially numerous, and in Wells Gray Park (FD & ED). Spokane reported small numbers. An adult and 4 immature White-winged Crossbills were sighted on Soldier Creek, Priest Lake, on Sept. 1 (MC). The species was common and occasionally singing in the Prince George district of British Columbia up to Sept. 9 (JG).

Sparrows—The Lark Bunting, which summered and probably bred in the Bozeman area, was noted after Aug. 14. A noteworthy flock of about 200 Savannah Sparrows was noted on Aug. 28 in the Stevensville, Mont. area (MG). A single Clay-colored Sparrow at Missoula, Sept. 4, was the first since the fall of 1964. White-crowned Sparrow numbers appeared to be down in some localities. However, at Baker, Oreg., 200 were seen on Sept. 24-25 and up to 70 birds at a time were noted at Prineville (GM). Hundreds were observed near Kennewick, Wash. on Oct. 21 (WH) and flocks of 40-60 were noted at Missoula. The only Golden-crowned Sparrow reported was 1 at Baker on Sept. 18. Particularly noteworthy was a White-throated Sparrow at a feeder at Spokane on Nov. 28 and afterwards (VN & CS). An immature Harris' Sparrow was observed near the Jocko River between Dixon and Ravalli, Sanders Co., Mont., Dec. 3 (RLH, HR & JS). Lapland Longspurs were noted at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Sept. 20 (JA & WH) and near Wisdom, Beaverhead Co., Mont., where 75 were seen on Nov. 6 (MR). The species failed to appear at Missoula for the first time since it was found there in the fall of 1956. This apparently was because of road and building developments. A few Snow Buntings appeared at Ravalli Refuge and at Missoula.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) .— (JA) James Acton; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley, Stevensville, Mont.; Earl M. Brooks, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (MC) Maxine Clason, Marin Audubon Society, San Rafael, Calif.; (CVD) C. V. Davis; (GAD) G. Devan; (FD & ED) Fred & Evelyn Dobson; (DD) D. Doidge; Robert M. Ellis, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (ELF) Edward L. Flickinger; (OF) Opal Foust; (JTF) J. T. Fowle; (MG) Marion Gebhart; (JG) James Grant, British Columbia; (KG) Karl Gruener; (WH) Warren Hall; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (JKH) J. K. Harvey; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry; (FBH) Frances Huston; (LMJ) Loring M. Jones, Moscow, Idaho–Pullman, Wash. area) (FLK) Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (MLK) Merlin L. Killpack; (GL) Gary Lancaster; (EL) Earl Larrison; (Mrs. JM) Mrs. J. Mack; Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (GM) Gerald Morsello; (VN) Vee Nealey; (RPN) R. P. Nelson; (HR) Harry Reynolds; (MR) Merle Richmond; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman, Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area; (CS) Connie Smedley; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, E. Washington; (JS) John Sullivan; Ann Ward, eastern Oregon.


Autumn Migration, 1966

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The fall season, after an exceptionally dry summer, was virtually normal in
  [image: ]
moisture and temperature. A great movement of birds from the mountains to lower elevations occurred and in some areas, such as 
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Salt Lake City, it was earlier than usual. In other areas, such as Casper, Wyo. and the front range of the Colorado Rockies, birds, which normally never come to lower elevations, did so. There is no explanation, but the drought of last summer might have deprived the mountain species of their usual food seeds. On the other hand, an unusually heavy crop of pillion nuts on the mesa around Grand Junction, Colo. brought in large flocks of Evening Grosbeaks, Piñon Jays and Clark's Nutcrackers (LFE). Another observer, in southern Utah, felt there were fewer, but more unusual birds (SM). In Arches Nat'l Monument, Utah, not only was the movement of mountain birds most marked but 4 species not previously recorded were seen: Mountain Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper and Cassin's Finch. Grazing in the Monument has finally been largely eliminated; grass is returning and the bird and animal life is changing. So much of the semi-arid West is overgrazed, the average tourist does not realize that the vegetation has been vastly changed.

Herons—There were 70 Snowy Egrets on the Colorado River at Grand Junction, Sept. 1-5; the largest number recorded in that area (LFE). A Green Heron in the same area, Nov. 21 (LFE) was the first for that region.

Swans—There are now 14 adult Trumpeter Swans and 11 cygnets at Ruby Marsh, Nev. (OEL). The adult population does not grow rapidly and the young disappear and are not recorded elsewhere. There was a high fall count of Trumpeter Swans: 45 at Malheur, Oreg. (DAP); 99, 13 of which were cygnets, at Jackson Lake dam, Grand Teton Nat'l Park; and 15 more elsewhere on Jackson Lake (DER). Malheur had a respectable peak figure of 8000 Whistling Swans during the third week of November (DAP) and the Bear River Marshes, at the upper end of Great Salt Lake, had the highest peak number (20,000) in this Region, Nov. 12 (LFG).

Geese and Ducks—Stillwater Wildlife Management Area, at the end of the Carson River, again was hampered by low water and the demand for irrigation purposes exceeded the supply. The Stillwater migration peaked at 100,000 on Oct. 1—less than half last year's figure. Gadwall, Am. Widgeon and Green-winged Teal each numbered around 16,000. Later in October the Canvasback was the most numerous duck at 13,500 (LDN). Due to the previous dry weather, the Klamath Basin did not reach normal water levels until November. In addition, a cold spell on Nov. 13 drove many of the birds away and last year's peak of 3½ million waterfowl was never reached. The Pintail, at 1,705,200, was the most numerous duck at Klamath, Oct. 9-15—a somewhat higher total than last year. Next in abundance was the White-fronted Goose (493,010), Oct. 23-29; then the Cackling Goose (355,050), Nov. 6-12; followed by the Snow Goose (328,030), Nov. 6-12. These figures show a small improvement over last year. Emperor Geese and Black Brant were taken by hunters at Klamath in October (EJO’N). Malheur, Oreg., has shrunk owing to the drought. Last year the lake covered 40,000 acres; this fall only 18,000 acres. Waterfowl peaked at 265,000 the first week of September: Shoveler, 100,000; Pintail, 60,000; Am. Widgeon, 50,000; Mallard, 20,000; and Gadwall, 18,000. The great flocks of geese that usually stop were seen flying over (DAP). At Bear River Marshes the peak of the duck migration was early. The top came with a low figure of 222,575 on Sept. 9. Rarities included a Blue Goose, a Black Duck, an Am. Scoter and a White-winged Scoter. The latter was collected (LFG). Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, had 403,500 waterfowl by the end of this period-375,000 Mallards (RVP). Three White-fronted Geese were reported from Monte Vista Refuge, Colo., the last half of October (CRB) and 2 at Lake DeSmet, Wyoming, Nov. 27 (TK). Both reports were far east for this species. Wood Ducks have been rare in the West but the scattered reports each year are increasing: a few were at Reno (JMD); 1 on Oct. 1 in Cedar Valley, Utah (SM); another on Oct. 27 near Boise, Idaho (TL). An Oldsquaw was at the Wyoming Hereford Ranch pond near Cheyenne, Nov. 1. (LM) and 1 was seen at the Standard Oil refinery sump north of Casper, Nov. 20 (OKS). Five Blue Geese were seen at Stillwater, Nov. 15 (LDN).

Hawks—A Peregrine Falcon was seen in eastern Nevada, Aug. 30 (RF). Nests of the Prairie Falcon in this Region are being robbed not only for individual use, but also for commercial purposes. In most western states the birds of prey are not protected. In the mountain states most protection has been by the federal government which owns the greater part of the land. We need a federal law prohibiting the interstate transportation of birds of prey!

Gulls—A Herring Gull was seen at Lake DeSmet, Nov. 20 (TK) and 1 spent the fall at the Casper city dump (FL). These are almost always first-year birds and are seen regularly in the late fall in eastern Wyoming.

Owls—A Pygmy Owl was banded at Evergreen in the Rockies just west of Denver, Sept. 10 (WWB). Another was reported in a bird bath at Bryce Canyon, Utah, Nov. 18 (DEM). These owls are being reported more frequently. A Flammulated Owl was found alive north of Durango on Aug. 18, but it died shortly afterwards (OR). Another was seen by the park naturalist in the front range of the Rockies, Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, in mid-August (AC). The only previous record was in 1903.

Jays—A Blue Jay was seen on Cedar Mt., Cedar City, Utah, Oct. 29 (SM)—a first record for the state. Another was present in Rocky Mt. Nat'l Park, Oct. 15-17 (Mrs. RW) where there have only been two previous records.

Mockingbirds—One was seen near Fort Klamath, Klamath Basin, Oreg., Oct. 18 (RMcPB). This bird is rare in this area, but wanders north along its range.

Warblers—Orange-crowned Warblers were seen at Logan, Utah, as late as Nov. 25-26 (KLD). A Palm Warbler seen at Casper, Nov. 17 (LL), is 
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believed to be the second record for the state. A first mountain record for Colorado was a Parula Warbler seen in Rocky Mt. Nat'l Park, Aug. 1 (AW).

Redpoll—A Common Redpoll was seen on a peak near Reno, Nev., Nov. 26 (JK), a little south of its usual range.

Sparrow—A rare White-throated Sparrow was seen near Cedar City, Utah, Oct. 5 (SM).

Longspur—A McCown's Longspur was seen in the Cedar Valley, Nov. 24 (SM).

Contributors—(WWB), Winston W. Brockner; (RMcPB), Richard McP. Brown; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DC), Dennis Carter; (AC), Allegra Collister; (JMD), John M. Davis; (KLD), K. L. Dixon; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (RF), Richard Follett; (LFG), Lloyd F. Gunther; (TK), Tom Kissinger; (JK), Jack Knoll; (OEL), O. E. Larochelle; (FL), Frank Layton, (LL), Lois Layton; (TL), Tom Love; (DEM), Donald E. Magee; (SM), Stuart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EJO'N), Ed J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (DAP), Delano A. Pierce; (OR), Oppie Reames; (DER), Don E. Redfearn; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; Mrs. R.W., Mrs. Robert Weldon; (LW), Leon Wiard; (AW), A. Wuth.


Autumn Migration, 1966

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The drier and warmer-than-usual weather pattern, which was established in the summer of 1966 and has 
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prevailed generally throughout the Region, was broken in October by reversion to the expected fall weather pattern of alternating periods of rain and fair weather. Temperatures, however, continued mild and probably somewhat above average until the end of November. At the end of the report period there was little snow in the mountains of Oregon and Washington, except on the highest peaks.

Loons—Common Loons had appeared in coastal areas in the northern part of the Region by the first week in September, but wintering numbers were not present until about six weeks later. Arctic Loons did not appear until October when mid-month brought several hundred birds to the Victoria, B. C. area (ARD; GAP). The earliest Red-throated Loons were 3 at Blaine, Wash., Oct. 13; birds were still few in coastal wintering areas even by the end of the period.

Grebes—Red-necked Grebes furnished scattered reports from the northern part of the Region, the first being 4 individuals in the Strait of Georgia, Sept. 3 (FWD); 2 were at Crystal Springs in Portland, Oreg., Nov. 25 (HBN). Four Horned Grebes at La Conner, Wash., Aug. 25, were the earliest (ES); additional birds were seen in the Vancouver, B. C. 
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and Seattle areas and along the Washington coast in September, with migrants reaching Oregon coastal areas early in October; wintering numbers seem to have been established by mid-November. Four Eared Grebes were seen in the Vancouver, B. C. area, Sept. 3 (FWD), while single birds were at Seattle, Sept. 7 (ES), and at Portland, Nov. 14 and 16 (HBN). Western Grebes began showing up in wintering locations early in September, with a lone bird at Sauvie Island near Portland on Sept. 1 (JG), a bit unusual. The peak of a southward movement of Pied-billed Grebes through northwestern Oregon seems to have occurred in early November.

Albatrosses, Shearwaters and Storm Petrels—Three Black-footed Albatrosses were seen 25 miles west of Westport, Wash., Sept. 11, by about fifteen observers on a boat trip (JBC, TRW et al.). An estimated 100,000 Sooty Shearwaters were milling about the mouth of the Columbia River on Sept. 10, while another 50,000 were at the entrance to Gray's Harbor early in the morning of Sept. 11; only about 500 were at the mouth of the Columbia on Oct. 15, while a few scattered birds were seen along the Tillamook County, Oreg. coast on Nov. 5. Fifteen Pink-footed Shearwaters were seen on Sept. 11, between 20 and 30 miles at sea off Westport (boat trip). Three Fulmars were seen on the same trip; and 25 were over the ocean off Tillamook Bay, Nov. 19 (JBC, HBN & WT). Three Fork-tailed Petrels were seen in the Strait of Georgia, Sept. 3 (FWD). A Leach's Petrel, recently dead, was found at Barview, Oreg., Oct. 26 (RF).

Pelicans—Numbers of post-breeding northward wandering Brown Pelicans last year off the Oregon coast were approximately two or three times greater than in any year of the preceding five; immature birds always were in the majority. This year, numbers were somewhat lower than last year, but still topped earlier years, except that adult birds predominated; from 15 to 25 individuals could be found in a day along the Tillamook County coast, September through November this year.

Cormorants—Terry Wahl at Bellingham states it is his impression that numbers of Double-crested Cormorants have declined there in the last two years. Crowell's notes for observations along the northern Oregon coast confirm that numbers of this species this fall seem to have been about half the numbers consistently found over the preceding six years. Nehls found no Double-crests this fall on the inland sites where it usually occurs around Portland. Brandt's Cormorants also seem reduced in numbers along the Oregon coast, although A. R. Davidson reported normal numbers at Victoria this fall. Pelagic Cormorants along the Oregon coast seem not to have declined (JBC).

Herons—Great Blue Heron numbers at Blaine, Wash. declined from an above normal high of 64 on Aug. 16 to 4 by Nov. 30 (LHK); at Tillamook Bay, however, numbers remained almost constant throughout the period (JBC). In contrast to last fall, Com. Egrets were little reported; one was found regularly on Yaquina Bay from Toledo to Newport, Oreg., Sept. 16 to Nov. 1 (RRM; WT; LW) while another occurred at Medford, Oct. 8 (JH). A Green Heron was seen at Victoria, Aug. 31 (GAP & J. Tatum); individuals elsewhere were reported from Seattle, Westport, Portland and Newport from mid-September until just past mid-October. One to 3 Am. Bitterns were at Skagit Flats, near Bellingham, Sept. 5 and 18 (TRW); single birds were at Sauvie Island, Sept. 9 (HBN), and at Leadbetter Point, Oct. 15 (JBC).

Swans—Whistling Swans first appeared in small numbers at Sauvie Island on Nov. 6 and built up to a high of 160 by the end of the period (JG & RK; HBN); 8 birds were on the Nooksack River mouth, Nov. 12 (TRW). Eighteen Trumpeter Swans were at Mud Lake near Terrace, B. C. by the end of the period (HRV).

Geese—First migrant Canada Geese put in an appearance at Sauvie Island late in July, although they may have come from not far up the Columbia River; 300 birds were present by Sept. 20 and 67000 by the end of the period with birds still coming in. At least 8000 birds were on the Finley Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg., Nov. 26. These details are representative of a pattern developed out of reports from the north portion of the Region, where migration seems to have been at its peak, as would be expected, from early October into early November. Mid-November, as usual, brought the first influxes of wintering Black Brant; 4000 were at Willapa Bay on Nov. 18 (David Marshall). Forty White-fronted Geese were at Comox, B. C. on the early date of Sept. 7 (DS); about 30 birds spent Sept. 20 to 26 at Sauvie Island with one still there on Oct. 22. A single bird was at Lebanon, Oreg., Sept. 18 (LW), while 3 were found at the south jetty of the Columbia River, Oct. 2 (JG). The Washington Game Commission counted 12,100 Snow Geese at Skagit Flats, Nov. 4, with an estimated 40 percent being young birds (fide ES); from 1 to 9 birds were on Sauvie Island, Oct. 22 through Nov. 27 (JG; RK; HBN); and 1 was at Victoria in late October (DS, et al.). 

Ducks—Numbers of ducks coming into the Region during the season confirmed reports from the duck-breeding areas that 1966 had been a good year. The Oregon Game Commission reports that the 90,000 birds on Sauvie Island from late October on was three times the usual number; 94,000 birds-24,000 Pintail, 22,000 each of Mallard and Am. Widgeon—were estimated on the Skagit Flats on Nov. 4 by the Washington Game Commission; and U.S.F. & W. Regional Biologist David Marshall counted 20,000 ducks on Willapa Bay, Nov. 18. Early Pintails were in a few family groups at Sauvie Island and on Willapa Bay the first ten days of August. Fifty Green-winged Teal were on Sauvie Island by the end of August. A lone Green-wing was seen approximately 25 miles at sea off Westport, Sept. 11. European Widgeon were seen in Portland and Seattle in November in places where the species has occurred regularly in the past. Shovelers first appeared at Green Lake, Seattle, Sept. 7 (ES). A Redhead was at the mouth of the Duwamish River, Nov. 28 
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(ES). Fifty Canvasbacks at Brownsville, Oreg., on Nov. 12 (LW), were rather unusual; 300 were on Tillamook Bay, Nov. 5 and 400 were there two weeks later (JBC, et al.). Both Greater and Lesser Scaup seemed much less numerous than usual. An interesting observation of the latter species was of 60 or more birds on Suttle Lake in the central Cascades of Oregon, Nov. 27 (LW). A female or immature male Com. Goldeneye at Drayton Harbor, Sept. 21, 3 immature male Barrow's Goldeneyes there on Sept. 23 and 5 there on Sept. 24 (LHK) all were early. A peak of 120 Barrow's Goldeneyes occurred, Nov. 6, at Bellingham (TRW). An Oldsquaw was at Fort Flagler, Seattle, Oct. 28 (VEC), while another was off Whidbey Island, Nov. 6 (ES). Sixty Harlequin Ducks were counted on a boat trip in the Strait of Georgia, Sept. 3 to 6 (FWD). Five Ruddy Ducks were on Green Lake, Seattle, as early as Sept. 7 (ES). Hooded Mergansers were more readily found than in any year of the last seven, judging by the increased number of reports.

Vultures and Hawks—Twelve Turkey Vultures were seen at Victoria, Oct. 1 (ARD); 60 migrated over Medford, Sept. 20 (JH), while the last report for the Willamette Valley was of a single bird near Albany, Oct. 2 (WT). A Goshawk was seen at Goble, Oreg., along the Columbia below Portland, Sept. 10, (JBC, RF, HBN & WT). Red-tailed Hawks were drifting into the Willamette Valley by mid-October; normal numbers for winter populations seemed established by the end of November. A Rough-legged Hawk was at Blaine on the early date of Aug. 28 (LHK); a bird was seen at Sauvie Island first on Oct. 9 (JG), with 1 or 2 present there from that date until the end of the period. Elsewhere, 2 were seen at Marietta, Wash., Nov. 11 (TRW), and one was near Albany, Oreg., Nov. 20 (WT). Bald Eagle reports were few; an adult and an immature were seen along the lower Columbia River, Oct. 15 (HBN, JG & RK). An immature was seen regularly through November on Sauvie Island and another was at Tillamook Bay, Nov. 19. Two birds were at Whidbey Island, Nov. 6 (ES). A Prairie Falcon east of Lebanon, Oreg., on Nov. 26 (WT, et al.), is highly unusual; the only other recent record was in the spring of 1965. Peregrines were seen near Bellingham, Aug. 21 (TRW); near Megler, Wash., Oct. 15 (HBN, et al.); and at Tillamook Bay, Oct. 1 and Nov. 5 (JBC, et al.). Single Pigeon Hawks were at Oysterville, Wash., Oct. 15 (HBN, et al.); at Seattle, Oct. 16 (VEC); in the vicinity of Bellingham, Nov. 19 (TRW); and at Nehalem, Oreg., Oct. 1 (JBC, WT, RF).

Cranes and Rails—Sandhill Cranes were seen at Victoria in small numbers in September; one bird was still present for the first part of November (ARD). At Sauvie Island numbers peaked at 900 the last week in October, as usual. About 120 cranes flew over Thackaberry's farm near Lebanon, Oct. 28. Two Virginia Rails at Skagit Flats, Sept. 18, were the last for that area (TRW); 1 or 2 found at Tillamook Bay, Oct. 1 (JBC, RF & WT), were probably migrants.

Plovers and Turnstones—Semipalmated Plovers were less abundant than last year, 40 at Willapa Bay on Sept. 10 (JBC, TRW, et al.) being the maximum in a day; single birds were at Sauvie Island, Aug. 16 through Sept. 9 (HBN), and at the Finley Refuge south of Corvallis, Oct. 2 (RRM). Only reports of Snowy Plovers were 6 from Lead-better Point, Sept. 10, and 6 at Seaside, Oreg., Oct. 1 (JG). Observers who commented on Killdeer abundance thought numbers were higher than usual. Am. Golden Plover were less widely reported than last fall; 1 was at Victoria, Sept. 17 (ARD); 6 at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 20, 12 there, Sept. 10, and 11 there on Oct. 15 (JBC: HBN; et al.); 2 at the south jetty of the Columbia on Sept. 18 (HBN); 1 at Nehalem meadows, Oct. 1 (JBC, RF & WT); 2 at Sauvie Island, Aug. 28, and 1 there on both Sept. 26 and Oct. 3 (HBN). The locality apparently most favored by Black-bellied Plovers within the Region is Willapa Bay where 250 were estimated on Sept. 10; 100 were still there on Oct. 15 (JBC); top numbers reported inland at Sauvie Island were the 20 individuals seen on Oct. 22 (JBC). A lone bird of this species was at Ship Ashore, Curry Co., Oreg., Sept. 17 (JH & OS). Surfbirds were reported only for Barview at the mouth of Tillamook Bay where a group of 75 was present, Oct. 7—Nov. 19. A few Ruddy Turnstones turned up from Lead-better Point south to the California border from the beginning of the period until Nov. 12. Thirty-five Black Turnstones at Barview on Nov. 5 (JBC, RF & HBN) was the largest number reported, although the birds apparently were scattered along the Washington and Oregon coasts in suitable habitat from mid-September on.

Sandpipers—Common Snipe seemed scarce this fall. A rare inland record for Whimbrel was 7 birds near Lebanon, Sept. 23 (LW); the only other records were of one to a half-dozen birds between Westport and Tillamook Bay, Sept. 10 through Oct. 1. A Solitary Sandpiper, always rare in the Region, turned up at Gold Ray Dam on the Rogue River in southern Oregon on Sept. 11 (OS). Wandering Tattlers were recorded only from Westport, where several were still present on Nov. 18 (ES), and from points south; 4 was the maximum count. A Willet was found near Lebanon, Aug. 24 (LW), and 2 were at Ship Ashore, Sept. 17 (JH & OS). Both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs occurred in more than usual numbers, with observations coming from every place where observers are at work. Three Knots were at Victoria on Oct. 23 (ARD); elsewhere birds were reported only from Leadbetter Point in August (maximum 11). Four Rock Sandpipers first showed up at Barview, Oct. 26 (RF); on Nov. 19, 11 were present. Two Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were at Victoria, Aug. 31 (GAP); 1 was at Skagit Flats, Sept. 5 (TRW), while 1 or 2 were seen by about 15 observers at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 10. Pectoral Sandpipers were much less widely noted than in the fall of 1965 with maximum numbers only one-third of what they had been then. Baird's Sandpiper also was less common this fall, records coming only from Leadbetter Point, the 
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south jetty of the Columbia, Sauvie Island where 16 were present on Aug. 21, and Ship Ashore where the species was last recorded, Sept. 17. Two early Dunlins were at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 13 and 14 (JBC). Large numbers had appeared by the end of October at Bellingham and Blaine (TRW; LHK), 2000 were at Whidbey Island, Nov. 6 (ES), and flocks numbering several hundred were in places along the Oregon coast by mid-November. Dowitchers were in normal numbers during this fall's migration. Wahl at Bellingham on Aug. 19 carefully studied a Stilt Sandpiper in direct comparison with 2 lesser Yellowlegs through a 40X scope; he states that he also obtained a recognizable photograph of the bird. A Semipalmated Sandpiper was seen at Sauvie Island on Oct. 31, a late date, in good light and with opportunity for comparison with other 'peep' (T. McCamant & HBN). Western Sandpipers were most abundant in the Region in the southernmost part during a migration which took place in September; thousands were at Ship Ashore, Sept. 17 (JH & OS). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was at Victoria on Aug. 27 (GAP); this species is very rare in the Region. Three Marbled Godwits were at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 10, and 15 were at Ship Ashore, Sept. 17 (JH, OS).

Phalaropes—Northern Phalaropes were found off and on at Sauvie Island from Aug. 28 -through the end of October. Over 100 were seen by the observers on a boat trip out of Westport, Sept. 11. Up to 150 Northerns were found at places like Victoria, B.C., Willapa Bay, the mouth of the Columbia, Barview, and Yaquina Bay during October, particularly after storms. Only one Red Phalarope was seen on the Sept. 11 boat trip from Westport, but the October storms brought this species, too, in smaller numbers than the Northern to Victoria and Yaquina Bay; 2 individuals were on the ocean at Barview, Nov. 19 (JBC, HBN & WT). One Wilson's Phalarope was at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 20 (RF, JH, HBN & OS); 6 were on Agate Reservoir near Medford on Sept. 8 (JH).

Jaegers—Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers were seen in September and up to Oct. 15 at the mouth of the Columbia River, both from the Washington and Oregon sides, and at Westport; 3 in a day was the maximum for both species. A Parasitic was seen in Nanoose Bay, B.C., Sept. 3 (FWD). A Long-tailed Jaeger was reported from Victoria, Sept. 12, 1966, without details (Ralph Fryer, fide DS); single individuals of this species also were recorded from the mouth of the Columbia River, Sept. 18 (HBN), and Oct. 15 (JBC).

Gulls—A second-year Glaucous Gull was on the ocean at Barview, Nov. 19 (WT, et al.), an early record. Herring Gulls, thought to be thayeri, were on the lawns at Portland's Delta Park, Nov. 14, during a stormy period (HBN). Franklin's Gulls spent about six weeks in the Blaine–Bellingham area starting on Sept. 4; the most individuals seen in a day were 12 (TRW). A single individual was seen at Seattle during the same period (Zella Schultz, fide TRW). Bonaparte's Gulls first appeared in migration in the northern part of the Region in early or mid-August with several hundred on Seattle's Lake Washington, Aug. 19; along the Washington and Oregon coasts from 1 to 40 birds could be found in a day after Sept. 1 until the end of the period. One hundred birds were at Drayton Harbor on Oct. 30 (LHK), 125 birds were on the beach at the north jetty of the Columbia River, Oct. 15, and 35 were at Sauvie Island, Oct. 22 (JBC). Heermann's Gulls were more common than usual around Victoria into October, and the same could probably be accurately said for the Washington and Oregon coasts; a few stragglers were still about by the end of the period. Ten Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen at sea off Westport, Sept. 11; 250 birds were on the beach at the north jetty of the Columbia on Oct. 15 (JBC); scattered records of individuals around Victoria were obtained in October (Fryer, fide DS). It was a good year for Sabine's Gull records; 8 were seen 20 to 30 miles seaward from Westport, Sept. 11. One was seen at Westport on Sept. 18 and another was carefully observed on Lake Washington, Seattle, Sept. 25 (ES, et al.), a most unusual location. At Victoria the species was recorded several times in mid-October (Fryer, fide DS). An immature was on the beach at Barview, Nov. 20 (McCamant).

Terns—Up to 100 Com. Terns were seen in flocks at Vancouver, Blaine, and Bellingham late in August and early in September (FWD; LHK; TRW), with a few still in evidence as late as mid-October. Numbers of Com. Terns at points to the south were not as great, but there were 75 birds at the south jetty of the Columbia, Sept. 18, being harassed by jaegers (HBN). Six or 7 Caspian Terns were at Westport, Sept. 18 (ES), while 25 were at the south jetty of the Columbia River on the same date (HBN). One bird still lingered at Tillamook Bay, Oct. 1 (JBC, RF, WT).

Alcids—In the course of an eight-hour boat trip out of Westport on Sept. 11, 200 Com. Murres, 20 Cassin's Auklets, 30 Rhinoceros Auklets and 10 Tufted Puffins were counted; 25 Cassin's Auklets flew by the jetty at Barview on Oct. 26 in the course of about four hours (RF).

Owls, Swifts and Hummingbirds—What is already the greatest invasion of Snowy Owls to this Region since the winter of 1917-18 was presaged in late October with the arrival of a bird at Victoria; by the end of November there were 8 birds there, 4 on the west side of Vancouver Island at Tofino, and 17 birds at the Vancouver airport. Further south one or more birds were reported widely after the tenth of November at Blaine, Bellingham, Seattle, Leadbetter Point, the south jetty of the Columbia, the Tillamook burn in Oregon's Coast Range, Sauvie Island, Portland airport and Finley Refuge. In contrast, several Burrowing Owls were found all through October and into November in an area from Albany to south and west of Lebanon (WT; LW). Eight to 10 Long-eared Owls roosted for a few days in an isolated stand of Ponderosa Pine just north of Lebanon around Nov. 20 (WT); reports of this species are rarely received. 
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Over 200 Vaux's Swifts were in woods west of Victoria in mid-September (ARD & DS); 50 were seen in migration at Brownsville, Oreg., on Sept. 19 (LW). A female Anna's Hummingbird reappeared in early October at the same Seattle feeder where birds of this species have spent the preceding two winters; it was still present alone at the end of the period (ES). Two adults and 4 young of this species were present regularly at a Medford feeder through October; the adult birds were still present at the end of the report period (JH).

Woodpeckers—A Yellow-shafted Flicker banded last year in Seattle is still seen occasionally in the same area (ES). An exceptionally good acorn crop on the east side of the Willamette Valley this fall attracted a few Acorn Woodpeckers to the Lebanon area from their more usual haunts south of Corvallis. Lewis' Woodpeckers generally were scarce; after being present at Sauvie Island during the summer they were absent there in the fall until the last week in November. Birds showed up at Medford, Oct. 1, but in numbers reduced from last year's (JH). A single bird was at Victoria, Sept. 18, for only the third record since 1961; for the two previous decades about a dozen birds had been regularly present in oak groves around Victoria (fide DS).

Flycatchers and Swallows—A W. Kingbird, always unusual west of the Cascades, was at the north jetty of the Columbia, Oct. 15 RK & HBN). An Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen at Seattle on the rather late date of Sept. 13 (ES). A Bank Swallow at Victoria on Sept. 23 is said to be the first occurrence there of that species (ARD & R. Fryer). A few Rough-winged Swallows were still at Edison, Skagit Co., Wash. on the surprising date of Oct. 2, in company with several Barn Swallows (TRW). Three of the latter species were at Portland's Delta Park until the very late date of Nov. 6 (JG, et al.).

Wrens and Thrushes—A House Wren was seen in Portland, where the bird is rare, on Aug. 22 (HBN, et al.); one was at La Conner, Wash., where it is also rare, three days later (ES). Long-billed Marsh Wrens were apparently on the move the last week in October and first week of November, showing up at Sauvie Island and at Lebanon in locale where they are not resident. Varied Thrushes were generally considered to be scarce from Victoria south throughout the period. A Veery was killed against a house in Tacoma, Wash., during the "first week in October"; it was identified by two observers familiar with the species, which occurs locally in the state to the east of the Cascade Mountains (VEC & Doris Jelliffe). Western Bluebirds were common in the Lebanon area this fall (WT).

Pipits, Waxwings and Shrikes—In contrast to Victoria where the species was characterized as scarce, Water Pipits were unusually abundant after mid-September, particularly in western Oregon. There were 300 Bohemian Waxwings at Terrace, B. C., Nov. 24 (HRV). Cedar Waxwings were erratically but widely reported with few reports from north of Oregon after Oct. 1. Northern Shrikes began to appear by mid-October, and by November they were much more common than usual, particularly in the Willamette Valley.

Warblers—Victoria's Beacon Hill Park seems to attract fall concentrations of warblers unmatched by any other locality in the Region; on Aug. 25, 60 to 80 Orange-crowned and a few Yellow Warblers were there; on Sept. 7, about fifty Orange-crowns were present; on Sept. 12, there were 150 Orange-crowns, 30 Yellow, 20 MacGillivray's, 2 Wilson's, and 2 Nashville Warblers in the park; on Oct. 3, 150 Audubon's, 20 Myrtle and a few Orange-crowned Warblers were counted (ARD). Several Nashville Warblers were seen on Sept. 20 in Medford where the species is rare (JH); one was at Ship Ashore, Sept. 17 (JH, OS). Many Myrtle Warblers were seen in Tillamook County coastal areas on Nov. 12 RK & HBN). A Yellow-breasted Chat was found on Sauvie Island, Oct. 2 (RK).

Blackbirds—A male Yellow-headed Blackbird was found at Westport on Sept. 17, a most unusual occurrence (ES, et al.). A male Tricolored Blackbird was closely studied at Portland's Delta Park on the Columbia River, Oct. 19 (HBN), several hundred miles northwest of the bird's northernmost breeding territory. Forty Brewer's Blackbirds passed through Terrace, B.C., on Nov. 29 (HRV).

Finches and Sparrows—Evening Grosbeaks were either very scarce or absent altogether this fall. Pine Siskins were also very scarce in contrast to their marked abundance in the Region in other years, despite a good cone crop. Lesser Goldfinches are never anywhere common in Oregon or Washington; consequently, a flock of 33 in north Portland on Aug. 25 (JG) is of interest. Several Slate-colored Juncos were in the Corvallis area in mid-November where Moldenhauer banded 4; one was seen in Portland, Oct. 22 (JG). Oregon Juncos were wide-spread and numerous from mid-October on, thus reversing the comparative scarcity of the last two fall and winter seasons. A Tree Sparrow always unusual, was found near Lebanon on Oct. 22 (WT). Two White-throated Sparrows appeared in October at a feeder in Victoria and remained in the locality through the end of November. Lapland Longspurs were recorded this fall first at the south jetty of the Columbia, Oct. 2 (JG), and later at Tillamook, at Sandy Point west of Bellingham, and at Victoria. A hundred Snow Buntings were at Sandy Point, Nov. 24 (TRW).

Corrigenda—Through some inexcusable lapse of the senior editor's, reports from Sherwood and Talent, Oregon, of what actually were Anna's Hummingbirds appeared in the 1966 breeding season summary erroneously as Allen's Hummingbirds; also, in the same issue, it was the same editor's intention to describe the 1500 Heermann's Gulls reported as "nesting" on the beach at Leadbetter Point, in fact to have been only "resting."

Contributors.— (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson, (FWD) Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Dobson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; ( JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (RRM) Ralph R. Moldenhauer; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 21, Number 1  71

Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (LW) Larry Wheeler.


The Winter Season, 1966-67

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Superlatives must be used to describe the weather for the winter just past. They are all on the comfortable side, however, with words like "second warmest winter on record" (Missoula, Mont.), "probably the mildest winter ever recorded" (Okanagan Valley, British Columbia), "quite mild" (National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.) and "rather mild winter" (Bozeman, Mont.) freely used. This was on the heels of a mild, dry fall, which, however, turned wet in many localities toward the end and continued so into December. Heavy snows fell during that month in mountainous areas but that which fell in the valleys soon melted. After a December that was warmer than normal, and, in the Missoula area, quite dry, January was in some areas even warmer. At Spokane, Wash. December averaged 33.4° (3.3° above normal) and January, 33.9° (8.6° above normal). At Penticton, B.C. average temperatures were: December 370; January, 35°, and February, 390; these were 5°, 8° and 8° above normal, respectively. February was very dry and mild through most if not all of the Region. March was perhaps the most nearly normal month of the winter, with late but not severe snow storms and about average temperatures. At Spokane as much snow fell in March as in the very mild January. Little or no snow cover on the valley floors was the situation nearly everywhere for the winter. The mild weather did not appear to produce any phenomenal changes in the pattern of bird populations. Possibly this was because early winter was only a little milder than usual, hardly encouraging late lingering. The exception to this might be for some hardier species, such as meadowlarks and black. birds. Absence of some species in the lowlands may have been caused by mild weather—though, more likely, good food conditions—in the mountains and farther north. Skaar remarked that for the Bozeman area "wintering success has not been notable". The Snowy Owl invasion throughout almost the entire Region was perhaps the most spectacular ever.

Loons and Grebes—A Common Loon lingered until Dec. 28 at Spokane, Wash. (WH) and 2 
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to 4 of the birds were seen at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Feb. 5 and 12 (S.A.S.). Two Red-necked Grebes were at Banks Lake on Feb. 12 (S.A.S.). A Horned Grebe on the Clark Fork River in Missoula, Mont. on Jan. 13 furnished the second winter record for that locality. A single Western Grebe was at Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Jan. 29 (WH).

Herons—About 20 Great Blue Herons wintered at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont. The 10 that wintered at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. fed regularly on rodents in the crested wheatgrass planting and a few Black-crowned Night Herons stayed on the area all winter.

Waterfowl—Whistling Swans were noted wintering in the Columbia Basin of eastern Washington. From 20 to 60 remained at McNary Refuge and a lone bird was on the Spokane River near Spokane on Jan. 29 (SOS). A flock of 29 early migrants appeared at Reardan, Wash., Feb. 25. Excellent numbers were noted at some localities: Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. had a peak of 125, March 22; this was the highest number since 1960. Between 150 and 200 were reported on the Clark Fork River near Missoula, Mont., March 21 (newspaper report). Six Trumpeter Swans were seen at Penticton, B. C. on Okanagan Lake Feb. 16 (SRC). Canada Geese wintered on lakes throughout the Region. Large numbers, consisting of Western, Lesser and Cackling, stayed at McNary Refuge. Twenty- to 25,000 were noted moving between Stratford and Banks Lake, Feb. 5 (JA). Ducks appeared to winter about as usual. Several Wood Ducks remained on the Little Spokane River at Spokane. At McNary Refuge the Canvasback, numbering between 200 and 600, was the most common diver. A White-winged Scoter was observed there in mid-January. Three Greater Scaup were at Okanagan Landing, Dec. 26, and up to 200 were noted at Spokane during the latter half of February and through March (S.A.S.). Oldsquaws were found at 2 localities: Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont., Nov. 11 (RSH), and at Banks Lake in Washington, 1 or 2 from Jan. 29 to Feb. 12 (WH, S.AS.). About 10 Red-breasted Mergansers were noted at Banks Lake on the early date of Feb. 12 (S.A.S.).

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles―A remarkable record was that of a Turkey Vulture on the Helena, Mont. Christmas count, Jan. 2 (PDS). An adult Red-tailed Hawk near Missoula, Jan. 21, was unusual (JOS). Hawks, except the Rough-legged, appeared scarce in the North Okanagan around Vernon, B. C. This species was noted in unusually large numbers at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. At the same locality the peak number of Golden Eagles was 12 and of Bald Eagles, 27 on Dec. 15. Only 3 of the latter were mature. Fewer of the Bald were noted at Spokane than last year (S.A.S.). An albino Swainson's Hawk, at first taken to be a White Gyrfalcon, was shot near St. Ignatius, Mont. about mid-October (RLH). Highly remarkable was the careful identification at close range of an Osprey, Feb. 18, between Prineville and Madras, Oreg. This is the first winter sighting for Oregon (JG, RK & HN). A white-phase Gyrfalcon was reported three times during January in the Prineville area (JK).

Gallinaceous Birds—The mild winter resulted in an excellent survival of Ring-necked Pheasants at Ninepipe Refuge and the species appeared to be recovering from the recent slump at Bozeman. Populations appeared about normal elsewhere. Five Turkeys were noted in the upper part of the Bitterroot Valley, Dec. 25 (MG) and 10 were seen near Harrison, Idaho in March (MH).

Gulls and Terns—Unusually few gulls wintered at Spokane and at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. Small numbers of Herring Gulls were noted, 30 at Coeur d'Alene on Jan. 8. A few Ring-billed Gulls also wintered. A few of the former species wintered on Okanagan Lake in British Columbia. Both California and Ring-billed Gulls remained at McNary Refuge during the winter. The last Caspian Tern of the fall was seen on that refuge on Dec. 20.

Doves and Owls—A Mourning Dove on Jan. 22 and 2 on Feb. 4 were Hand's first winter records for Missoula. The birds wintered successfully in the Vernon, B. C. area, where 66 were counted at Swan Lake on Dec. 26 and thereafter. Snowy Owls continued to appear. They were reported quite frequently in the Vernon, B. C. area and 1 or 2 birds were noted on several occasions between Davenport and Coulee City in eastern Washington (WH, S.A.S.). They were not found in the Bozeman, Mont. area, seeming to reach about the 47th parallel across Montana, with sightings at Charlo and Moiese, Lake Co.; Conrad, Pondera Co.; Simms, Cascade Co., and Lewiston, Fergus Co. (PDS). At Charlo Henry's last sighting was on Feb. 21. The birds were quite common at McNary Refuge. One of the rare Hawk Owl was seen at Goose Lake near Vernon (KG) and a Long-eared Owl was seen in early January at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. Short-eared Owls were unusually frequent at Nine-pipe Refuge, but were quite scarce at Missoula. A Saw-whet Owl was collected after being struck by a car 9.5 miles east of Livingston, Mont., Jan. 2 (RE).

Woodpeckers—A male Yellow-shafted Flicker was observed regularly all winter in the Stanley's yard at Spokane. A Lewis' Woodpecker, rare in winter in the North Okanagan, was seen at Coldstream, Dec. 26, and several wintered in the Penticton-Summerland area as did several White-headed Woodpeckers (SRC). A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was found on log decks at MacKenzie, 150 miles north of Prince George, B.C., March 16. At least 10 White-headed Woodpeckers were noted near Fruitland, Stevens Co., Wash. on Feb. 22 (JA & WH).

Corvids—The Com. Raven was seen in unusual numbers in the Bitterroot Valley near Stevensville, Mont. and notable concentrations were seen near Thomas Lake, about 15 miles west of Tiger, 35 birds, Feb. 22 (JA & WH), and at Priest Lake, Idaho, 20 birds, Dec. 30 to Jan. 6 (MC). Piñon Jays were observed more frequently than usual at Bozeman but were completely unreported elsewhere. 
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Clark's Nutcrackers seemed to be in short supply or absent at most places, except in the Okanagan, where they were more common than usual during early winter (SRC).

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers—In general, these birds put in a rather sparse appearance in the valleys, except for Pygmy Nuthatches, which were quite common around Spokane and Penticton. Small flocks of Chestnut-backed Chickadees were at Priest Lake from Dec. 30 to Jan. 6 (MC). The implication is that these groups of birds stayed higher in the mountains.

Wrens, Mimic Thrushes, Thrushes—Sighting of the Cañon Wren in the Bozeman area on the early date of April 2 raises the possibility that it may winter there as it does over most of its range. A Rock Wren was seen on three dates in late December at Adventure Bay near Okanagan Landing, B. C. (JG, KG) and perhaps the same bird, March 2 (JS) at nearby Beachcomber Bay. There are no published winter records for the species for interior British Columbia, but one was seen at the same spot, Feb. 25, 1961 (JG & KG). The record of one near Gloyd, Grant Co., Wash. on Feb. 25 suggests wintering (WH). A Mockingbird appeared at Spokane on Dec. 24 and again on Jan. 8 (WH). Robins wintered in sizeable flocks at Spokane, Prineville, Oreg. and Vernon, but their numbers were sparse elsewhere. An albino except for the breast was seen at Turnbull Refuge, March 28 and April 2 (EMB, JV). A very few Varied Thrushes were noted wintering in the Okanagan. Fewer than usual stayed at Spokane (WH). A Mountain Bluebird wintering in the Bitterroot near Stevensville, Mont. was highly unusual. A sighting of the species at Spokane on Feb. 7 was decidedly early (S.A.S.) and a Feb. 21 sighting near Spangle, Wash. was also noteworthy (WH).

Waxwings and Starlings—Nearly every reporting locality reported good to excellent numbers of Bohemian Waxwings. A heavy crop of mountain ash berries undoubtedly was the principal factor at Spokane. Cedar Waxwings also were in higher numbers than usual at Spokane, with flocks of 30-40 sighted on several occasions (WH). The latter species was unusually common in the Vernon–Penticton area also (JG, SRC, BAS). Starling numbers were down somewhat in the Vernon area, where the wintering population was perhaps 200. A flock of 18 about 20 miles north of Prince George, B. C. on March 14 may possibly have wintered. Flocks numbering thousands were noted in the Pasco–Kennewick-Richland area of Washington on Feb. 25 (WH). Most other localities reported them as wintering. Flocks of several hundred were reported down river from Missoula, Mont.

House Sparrows and Blackbirds—House Sparrows—almost never mentioned in seasonal reports—were noted at Spokane in distinctly diminished numbers, for reasons unknown (WH, S.A.S.). Western Meadowlarks and Red-winged Blackbirds wintered rather commonly in many localities. Twenty-five Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Coulee City, Wash. on Feb. 25 probably wintered there (WH). A Brewer's Blackbird was seen at Turnbull Refuge on Jan. 31.

Finches—The northern finches were in decidedly short numbers in the western and southern parts if the Region. However, Bozeman and the Okanagan area reported good numbers of Evening Grosbeaks and Red Crossbills and the former locality had many Gray-crowned Rosy Finches during late winter. At least 2 Black Rosy Finches were with the farmer species in Jack Creek Canyon near Bozeman, March 5 (RAH & PDS). About 300 of the Gray-crowned were seen near Baker, Oreg., Jan. 10. House Finches, apparently on the way to becoming established at Missoula, were noted there in numbers up to 10 during the winter. Pine Siskins were numerous only in the Vernon area, during the latter half of winter, feeding on seeds of Douglas-fir. A few White-winged Crossbills were noted near Vernon and north of Prince George (JG, RN).

Sparrows—A male Rufous-sided Towhee remained through the winter in the Spokane Valley east of Spokane (SF & TR). A Vesper Sparrow appeared at Missoula on March 23. Hand's previous early record, after 30 years' observing there, was April 3. Oregon Juncos appeared in about normal numbers at Spokane and the Bison Range but, probably because of the open winter, were scattered and sparse elsewhere. Tree Sparrows wintered as usual at Bozeman and were noted in small numbers in the Columbia Basin of eastern Washington (WH, S.A.S.). The species was not recorded from Vernon, B. C. this winter and was less common than usual at Missoula. In the Bitterroot Valley south of Missoula, however, the species seemed more plentiful. One bird was seen along the Jocko River in Lake County, Mont. in January (JPM). The adult Harris' Sparrow that appeared at Prineville on Christmas count day stayed 1 more day and disappeared. White-crowned Sparrow numbers there declined after Jan. 10 (GM). A very few wintered at Vernon, B. C. and at Penticton (SRC). Two of these birds visited feeders in the Coldstream district at Vernon B. C., Jan. 7 to March 27 (JTF, JQ, JSp). Three Golden-crowned Sparrows were seen at Prineville, Oreg. Feb. 18 (JG, RK & HN). Lapland Longspurs were reported at Bozeman (Christmas count), Missoula (2 on March 29) and in the Columbia Basin (February) (JA). Snow Buntings put in a sparse appearance: on the Bozeman Christmas count, at Missoula in November, 8 at Mabel Lake near Vernon (RN) and single birds in the vicinity of Prince George.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).―– (JA) James Acton; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley, Stebensville, Mont.; Earl M. Brooks, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (SRC) S. R. Cannings; (MC) Maxine Clason; Robert M. Ellis, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (RE) Robert Eng; (SF) Stanley Fahlgren; (MG) Marion Gebhart, (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JG) James Grant, British Columbia; (KG) Karl Gruener; (WH) Warren Hall; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, 
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Mont. area; (DH) Don Heikkila; (MH) Mrs. Matt Herboldt; (RSH) Robert S. Hoffman; Frank L Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (RK) Ron Klein; (JK) John Knox; (JPM) Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (GM) Gerald Morsello; (HN) Harry Nehls; (RN) Robert Nelson; (JQ) J. Quirk; (TR) Thomas H. Rogers; (JS) J. Shephard; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman, Mont. area; (JSp) Mrs. J. Speechly; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (SOS) Mr. and Mrs. S. O. Stanley, E. Washington; (BAS) B. A. Sugden; (JOS) John O. Sullivan; (JV) Jared Verner; Ann Ward, eastern Oregon.


The Winter Season, 1966-67

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The winter was remarkably warm and many migrants lingered on into the fall; a number spent the winter in the Region. The Christmas counts showed more late birds than usual. The western edge of this Region had more moisture than customarily. The eastern slope of the Sierra had 30 percent more than average and the mountains of eastern Oregon (Steens) are likewise well watered. Therefore, the refuges of the western Great Basin are in good shape and their outlook is bright. In the Wasatch the snow pack is above normal or average; in the central Rockies of Colorado, it is much below normal. Consequently, Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado has to pump artesian water to maintain any refuge at all. The nearby snow pack is only 30 percent of normal. Spring came early in the western Great Basin and many early migrants returned in the first two weeks of February. Many landbirds perished in the heavy snows of mid-March at such places as Modoc Wildlife Refuge, Calif. (OEL) and Tule Lake (EJO'N).

Swans—The Trumpeter Swan at Malheur, Oreg. has been successful and now numbers 44 (DAP). The peak of Whistling Swans at Malheur was 8600, March 15—an early date and a high one (DAP). With the increase of moisture in the Sierra, Stillwater Refuge, Nev. has taken a new lease on life. There were 3700 Whistling Swans there, Dec. 11-17 (LDN).

Ducks and Geese—Stillwater had no great concentration of ducks but more than usual passed through, staying only a short time; in mid-March there were 25,000 Snow Geese there (LDN). Malheur's water conditions are good and improving. The great refuge in eastern Oregon had a peak of 130,000 Snow Geese in the second week of March (DAP)—a high figure. Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, reported 8000 wintering Canada Geese; the nesting season started on Feb. 3 on the Snake River (RVP), a very early date. The peak of the duck migration was Dec. 19 at Deer Flat with 514,500 ducks, of which 500,000, an average number, were Mallards (RVP). Another Blue Goose was reported at Tule Lake Refuge, Klamath Basin, Feb. 17 (JG & RS). A Greater Scaup was seen near Reno in early February (JMD). Three pairs of Wood Ducks were seen at Niagara Springs near the Snake River, Feb. 22 (DLC). The Wood Duck is on the increase in the northern Great Basin. A pair of European Widgeon stayed at Malheur this winter (DAP); this is another species that seems to be increasing. An Emperor Goose was reported at Minidoka Refuge, Idaho (GK).

Hawks—There were scattering reports of Peregrine Falcons in this Region. This seems to be the wintering pattern of this rare bird. One was seen near Salt Lake City on Jan. 21 (GK): another was seen in the Cedar Valley, Utah, Jan. 3 (SM). A Harlan's Hawk at Honey Lake, northeastern California, was reported, Feb. 13 (RS). This bird is casual in California.

Eagles—There were 13 adult Bald Eagles and 3 immatures along the watercourses of the mountains of southern Utah, west of Bryce Canyon (BBH). A careful census by the Forest Service has not been available to us prior to this time. These birds arrived by Nov. 1 and left by March 15—a pattern which would hold for all Bald Eagles of the Region. Wintering Bald Eagles in the Klamath Basin reached the high figure of 112 (EJO'N). In March, 23 of 73 eagles at the Bear River Marshes, Utah, were Bald (MKH). Only about 12 Bald Eagles wintered at Malheur (DAP). The nine Golden Eagles at Monte Vista Refuge, Colo. Feb. 19-25, is the highest count there to-date. Nesting started on March 31. There were only 6 Bald Eagles at this refuge (CRB). Twelve Bald Eagles were reported at the new Browns Park Refuge on the Green River between Dinosaur Park and the Colorado–Utah line March 9-25 (RLP). (We should watch the progress of this new refuge with interest). Stillwater, Nev. had a wintering population of 8 Bald Eagles and 10 Golden Eagles (LDN).

Cranes—Sandhill Cranes started moving north on the western slope of Colorado at Hotchkiss about a month earlier than usual; a group of 90 was seen, March 11 (TC). The peak of the Sandhill migration at Monte Vista was 4000 on March 31 (CRB). Incidentally, this relatively new refuge has now increased to 14,555 acres.

Rails—We have two wintering reports of the Virginia Rail far north of its usual range. There 
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was one at Pelican Pond near Logan, Utah, March 15 (DMF), and a pair at Casper, Wyo., where they were reported all winter (OKS).

Turkeys—Up to 6 Turkeys were present in January in the foothills of the Big Horn Mountains near Sheridan, Wyo. (TK), a further northern extension of this bird's range.

Owls—A Pygmy Owl near Reno, Nev., Feb. 23, is the second reported from the Sierra (FR). There were several other reports of this owl from Utah and Colorado. A Snowy Owl was shot four miles west of Syracuse, Utah, near Ogden, Jan. 26 (GK). This bird is a great rarity in Utah.

Swifts—A flock of 20 White-throated Swifts at Niagara Springs, Idaho on March 23 was very early (DLC). Another remarkable report of 25 of these birds came from near Carson City, Nev., Dec. 28 (JMD). Do they hibernate in that area?

Wrens—A Cañon Wren singing at Ayres Natural Bridge, Wyo., Feb. 26 (OKS, et al.), is a very unusual winter record.

Bluebirds—Due to our mild winter a Mountain Bluebird at Tarryall Reservoir was high in the mountains west of Denver (BG).

Waxwings—This was a big flight year for Bohemian Waxwings. Most observers reported more than usual. At Boise, Idaho the number of Cedar Waxwings was down; they were replaced by Bohemians (TL). The latter birds got as far south as Colorado. Flocks of up to 300 were reported from Evergreen and Idaho Springs in the Rockies in February and March (WWB). Two hundred Bohemians were reported on Pikes Peak—southernmost report in the mountains of Colorado—Dec. 11 (HEK). The most southern report is of a flock of 200 near Bryce Canyon, Utah, Dec. 12 (BAL).

Warblers—A Grace's Warbler was again seen at Zion Park, Utah, in December (BAL). There was a record of this bird in the same area last year.

Finches—More Cassin's Finches than usual were reported this winter at Durango, Colo. (OR); they were also reported from farther north at Grand Junction (LFE) •

Crossbills—Logan, Utah, where there was much more moisture than usual, reported large numbers of Red Crossbills, Jan. 24 and Feb. 5 (KLD). Evergreen, west of Denver, in the Rockies, had a serious drought—there were almost no cones and no cross-bills (WWB).

Towhees—A Brown Towhee was seen at Grand Junction, Colo., March 13. This is the first report of this bird in that area (LFE).

Sparrows—Five Tree Sparrows were seen at Honey Lake, Calif., March 5 (JG). This is a bird which rarely goes so far west. Two reports of immature Harris' Sparrows from northeastern California are unusual. One was at Fort Bidwell, Feb. 12; another at Tule Lake, Feb. 11 (RS). This bird probably occurs regularly in that area, but there have been too few observers. A White-throated Sparrow—a rarity—was seen near Dubois, Wyo., on the upper Wind River, Dec. 13 (MB).

Longspurs—There was a mixed flock of longspurs at Lower Klamath Refuge-120 Lapland, 5 McCown's, 1 Chestnut-collared, Feb. 11 (RS). The last two species are particularly rare in that area.

Buntings—Flocks of 30 or more Snow Buntings were seen in the Arco area, in the dry plains north of the Snake River, Idaho through the month of February (DLC). Probably these birds are frequent visitors to the dry basin in winter, but are infrequently reported.

Contributors—(MB), Mary Back; (CRB), Charles R. Bryan; (WWB), William B. Brockner; (DLC), Dennis L Carter; (TC), Theodora Colborn; (JMD), John M. Davis; (KLD), K. L. Dixon; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (JG), Joseph Greenberg; (RG), Robert Gustafson, (BBH), Bruce B. Hronek; (MKH), Milton K. Haderlie; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (HEK), Hugh E. Kingery; (OEL), Oliver E. Larochell; (TL), Thomas Love; (BAL), Barbara A. Lund; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EJO'N), E. J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (ALP), Robert L. Pearson; (DAP), Delano A. Pierce; (OR), Oppie Reames; (FR), Fred Ryser; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RS), Richard Stallcup.


The Winter Season, 1966-67

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The entire Region, particularly at low elevations, experienced a comparatively mild winter; amounts of precipitation were somewhat less than average. The season was a remarkable one ornithologically, the most outstanding event being the invasion of Snowy Owls in the largest numbers in at least fifty years. Rarities included several different records of Common Teal, and the addition of Mountain Plover and Lark Bunting to the Oregon state list on the same day by the Corvallis Christmas counters.

Loons, Grebes—Arctic and Red-throated Loons were present in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and around Victoria in apparently more than normal numbers during the winter. The impression from points farther south is that these species were somewhat less numerous than in other winters. Red-necked Grebes were present in the Bellingham area in more than usual numbers, but elsewhere the birds occurred along the coast in numbers of no more than 4 in a given day afield. An Eared Grebe was on Puget Sound at Seattle, March 19 (ES), and one was on Yaquina Bay, Oreg., March 21 (WT, LW). A few W. Grebes wintered on the Columbia River just northeast of Portland (HBN).

Pelagic birds, Cormorants—A Black-footed Albatross followed a ferry from Victoria to Port Angeles on March 20 (BPB, JRS), a very unusual date for this Region. A small flock of Sooty Shearwaters was observed close offshore at Cape Lookout, Oreg., Dec. 31 (LW, et al.) and another flock was seen at Otter Rock, Oreg., March 24 (BPB, JRS); both records are unusual, the March one highly so. Several Fulmars were off Seal Rocks, Lincoln Co., Oreg., on Dec. 14 (WT); 2 were at Cape Lookout, Dec. 31 (LW, et al.). Leach's Petrel is rarely sighted though is assumed to be present at all seasons off the Washington and Oregon coasts; a lone individual of this species was reported seen at Otter Rock, Oreg., March 24 (BPB, JRS). The comparative scarcity of Double-crested Cormorants mentioned in the fall report for the northern part of the Region continued through the winter. Reports on Brandt's and Pelagic 
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Cormorants are too few from which safely to show any general conclusions, but there seems to be no similar reduction in numbers of these species.

Herons—A small group of Com. Egrets apparently wintered at Gardiner, Oreg. this year; one of this species was at Devils Lake, Lincoln Co., Oreg., March 28 (TM), while another was found on Hoover Lakes near Medford, March 15 (Mrs. Don McGovern, fide JH). Single Green Herons showed up on both the Seattle and Portland Christmas counts; the species is a regular on the latter count. An Am. Bittern was seen twice on the Skagit Flats in January (ES; fide TRW).

Swans and Geese—Whistling Swans wintered by the hundreds from Sauvie Island below Portland to the mouth of the Columbia, as is usual (HBN, et al.). Late February and March found up to 85 birds on a marsh near Brownsville, Oreg. in the Willamette Valley (LW). A handful of this species wintered in the Bellingham area (TRW), while from 1 to 3 birds were seen on the Skagit Flats in late December and early January (ES). No Trumpeter Swans were at Victoria this winter, but 5 birds wintered at Dyke Slough, Comox, B. C. (DS). About 1500 Canada Geese spent the winter at Sauvie Island and environs, while the Corvallis, Oreg., area hosted some 5000 birds, largely on the Wm. L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge; few birds spent the winter any farther to the north. Black Brant wintered from the Strait of Juan de Fuca south along the coast; northward movements were noted early in March at the mouth of the Columbia (RP, HBN). Two White-fronted Geese flying over Newberg, Oreg., Feb. 20 (LW) and one on the Victoria, B. C., Christmas count were the only reported individuals of this species. Twenty thousand Snow Geese were on the Skagit Flats on Jan. 15 (ES); 7 were at the Finley Refuge on Jan. 7 while from 130 to 150 individuals were on Sauvie Island, Jan. 30 through March 19 (HBN). A single Snow Goose was at the Brownsville, Oreg. marsh, March 17 (LW), and another was on Hoover Lakes, March 16 (OS).

Ducks—A female Mallard with 2 ducklings estimated to be two weeks old was found by Thackaberry on his farm near Lebanon, Oreg., March 26. Gadwall wintered as usual in small numbers in north Portland (JG, RK, HBN); 42 were at the mouth of the Duwamish River, Jan. 28 (ES), while 2 were at Iona Island, March 5 (TRW). Pintails were present in the northern Willamette Valley during January in greater than usual numbers after a late arrival at the end of December; most of the birds had departed, however, by the end of the month. Common Teal, so far as the regional editors have been able to determine although their research has not been exhaustive, have never before been reported for the Region. It is remarkable, therefore, that this winter season brings reports of one bird at Portland's Delta Park from Dec. 31 through at least Feb. 21 which was studied at length from close range on several occasions (JBC, HBN); another bird at Iona Island, March 5 (TRW); 4 there on March 25 (K. Boyce fide TRW); and one at Victoria, B. C. on April 2 (GAP) which was seen by many observers two days later (fide DS). A Cinnamon Teal at Medford on Feb. 23 (JH) was early. European Widgeon were found frequently from the end of December to the end of the period; reports came from the Bellingham area, Seattle, near Ilwaco, Wash., the Portland area, Sauvie Island, and Corvallis. Am. Widgeon did not reach their Oregon wintering areas until the end of December or early January, but were present thereafter in more than the usual numbers. One hundred and fifty Shovelers were on Sauvie Island, Feb. 25 (HBN); 10 were seen on the Duwamish River, March 19 (ES). A few Wood Ducks wintered in the Willamette Valley north to Portland; a noticeable influx had occurred at Sauvie Island by late March (HBN). Up to 4 Redheads were seen at Prescott, Oreg., from March 5 onward (RP, HBN); 2 were seen at Florence Lake, Vancouver Island on March 30 (T. Briggs, fide DS). Ring-necked Ducks were seen at various places along the Columbia River bottoms during the period; 5 were found on the Comox, B. C., Christmas count on Jan. 2, while 47 were seen on the Pender Islands, B. C. count, Dec. 27; 12 were at Friday Harbor in the San Juan Islands on March 15 (ES), and 5 at Scio, Oreg., in the Willamette Valley on Jan. 5 (WT). Canvasbacks wintered in the Portland area in small numbers and were not as numerous on the northern Oregon coast this winter as in the past several years. Common Goldeneyes were more easily found than Canvasbacks, but could not be said to be wintering commonly anywhere in the Region unless it was on Puget Sound where several hundred were counted, March 17 at Seattle (ES). Eight Barrow's Goldeneyes were on Lake Washington, Seattle, Feb. 6, and 36 were on the Duwamish River, March 19 (ES). A few were around Whidbey Island up to mid-March (VEC); the species was well represented on British Columbia Christmas counts, however, with Vancouver recording almost 1300. Buffleheads were considered to be present in good winter numbers by all observers who mentioned them and also showed up well on Christmas counts. Observations of Old-squaw in numbers came from Whidbey Island and from north of Bellingham (VEC); one young male was seen on Lake Washington, Jan. 6 (ES). Harlequin Ducks were numerously reported on the Victoria and Comox Christmas counts, but elsewhere turned up only in relatively small numbers. All three species of scoters were found in expected numbers on each of the coastal Christmas counts. Hooded Mergansers wintered in widely dispersed and consequently small numbers throughout the Region. Red-breasted Mergansers were thought to be below normal in numbers on the northern Oregon coast, but were said to be numerous in the Seattle area in February and March (ES).

Vultures, Hawks—Turkey Vultures were first seen along the southern Oregon coast on Feb. 21 (RP); they had reached Vancouver Island by late March (DS). The only report of Goshawks was a lone bird northeast of Lebanon, Oreg., on Dec. 31 (WT). Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawk numbers at Bellingham are said to have decreased in February (TRW), but both species were considered "abundant" 
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around Lebanon the whole winter (WT). A few Rough-legged Hawks wintered at Sauvie Island, in the Willamette Valley, and were around Bellingham until January; 9 were tallied on the Vancouver, B. C., Christmas count and 1 or 2 birds were at Tillamook for much of the winter. Reports of Bald Eagles are too numerous to list fully; 2 were seen at Gold Beach on the southwest Oregon coast, March 24 (BPB, JRS); an adult wintered in the Lebanon area. Several birds, both adult and immature, were present all winter along the Tillamook County, Oreg., coast and up to 6 were regular along the lower Columbia above Astoria. Over 20 birds were at Deception Pass in January and February (VEC) and 12 were at Friday Harbor, March 5 (LHK). A number were on Vancouver Island; 14 were listed at Comox, B. C., on the Christmas count, when 4 were also found as far north as Terrace, B. C. Marsh Hawks wintered in better than usual numbers on Sauvie Island and in suitable places along the lower Columbia River; a pair was nesting by the end of the period in the Lebanon, Oreg., area (WT). Two Ospreys were seen in the San Juan Islands, March 22 (BPB, JRS), an uncommonly early date. Peregrine reports were few; 2 from the south jetty of the Columbia, Jan. 14 (JG, RK, HBN), 2 at Three Arch Rocks, Oreg., Feb. 5 (JBC), 1 at Sauvie Island, Feb. 25 (HBN), 1 on the Pender Islands Christmas count and 2 on the Victoria, B. C. count. At Bellingham, however, 3 or 4 birds spent the winter (TRW). Two Pigeon Hawks also spent the winter at Bellingham (TRW). Elsewhere 3 birds showed up on the Pender Islands and Vancouver Christmas counts; 1 at Sauvie Island, Jan. 21 (HBN), 1 at Marietta, Wash., Feb. 10 (TRW) and 1 south of Albany, Oreg., Mar. 20 (WT).

Cranes and Rails—Thirty-four Sandhill Cranes were at Sauvie Island on March 14th, a somewhat early arrival date (JG, RK). A Virginia Rail was heard calling in a marsh near Lebanon on March 27 (WT); 2 were found on the Seattle Christmas count which also reported 4 Soras.

Shorebirds—The Victoria Christmas count came up with 55 Black Oystercatchers. Five Snowy Plover were at the south jetty of the Columbia on Jan. 14 (JG, RK, HBN). At Corvallis, Oreg., 1837 Killdeer were recorded on the Jan. 2 Christmas count. On the same count, 2 Mountain Plovers were discovered in the vicinity of the Corvallis Airport; one was collected the next day and is now in the Oregon State University collection (RM); the other bird remained at least until March 10 and was seen by many observers. A Black-bellied Plover was found on Jan. 12 in a plowed field at Hubbard, Oreg., in the Willamette Valley where the bird was in company with Killdeers (HBN). Approximately 100 of these birds wintered in the vicinity of Victoria, B. C. (ARD). Surfbirds were widely reported from the northern Oregon coast and also were around Victoria and Nanaimo this winter in usual numbers. A Ruddy Turnstone was at Point Roberts, Dec. 11 (TRW); 25 were counted at Seaside, Oreg., Jan. 14 (JG, RK, HBN), and about 15 birds were seen both in the Tillamook–Barview area on March 18 (RF, HBN, et al.) and at Lincoln City, Oreg., March 28 (TM). Black Turnstones and Com. Snipe both wintered north as far as southern British Columbia. A few Lesser Yellowlegs spent the winter both at Bellingham and on Whidbey Island (VEC). Up to a score of Rock Sandpipers were regularly found on the Tillamook Bay jetty at Barview all winter. Least Sandpipers wintered in small numbers in Oregon, while Dunlin were very numerous on favored tidal flats with as many as 1000 birds occurring inland at Corvallis at the time of the Christmas count. About a dozen dowitchers were on Sauvie Island at the end of February, whereas by the end of March the number there had doubled. Five Western Sandpipers were still at Vancouver, B. C. on Dec. 26 for the Christmas count there.

Gulls—A Glaucous Gull was found at Delta Park in Portland, Jan. 21 (JBC, HBN), and another bird was found there on March 28 (HBN); 2 individuals were recorded on the Tillamook Christmas count, Dec. 26. A Western Gull was at Portland on March 28 (HBN). As many as 1000 Herring Gulls were counted on Sauvie Island during a very rainy period (HBN), a most unusually high number. California Gulls were virtually absent from the Region after mid-January, as is usually the case; one appeared on the Comox, B. C. Christmas count, Jan. 2. Mew Gulls wintered in good numbers in all coastal areas and along the Columbia River. Twenty Black-legged Kittiwakes, many of them oil smeared, were at the south jetty of the Columbia River on March 5 (HBN).

Alcids—Common Murres were present at Three Arch Rocks, Oreg., in much greater numbers than usual throughout the winter; an estimated 5000 were there Feb. 5 with 20,000 estimated on March 18, about twice the normal numbers at that time of year (VEC). Between 30 and 40 Ancient Murrelets were at Point Roberts, Dec. 12 (TRW); over 70 were recorded on the Victoria Christmas Count, Dec. 27. The Pigeon Guillemot was the most common alcid in the San Juan Islands in late March (BPB, JRS), 200 being seen in the course of one ferryboat trip. Rhinoceros Auklets were present at Seattle in numbers from late December through March (VEC). A Tufted Puffin again turned up on the Victoria Christmas count.

Pigeons—Band-tailed Pigeons wintered at Victoria in unusually large numbers; 162 were reported on the Christmas count, while in late February an estimated 1000 birds were seen in one flock (C. Morehen, fide, DS), with another 500 estimated to be in the city. Their presence in such numbers was attributed to a mild winter and to the good acorn crop (DS). A few birds wintered elsewhere in the Region, 5 being as far north as Terrace, B. C. on Dec. 26. Over 200 birds, probable migrants, were seen in the Rogue River Valley in southern Oregon on March 23 and 30 (JH).

Owls—The Snowy Owl invasion, particularly in the northern part of the Region reached spectacular proportions. Game management officials estimated that 400 birds were present in the Frazier River Valley (fide DS), though the apportionment, if any, of this 
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number between the Northern Pacific Coast Region and the Northern Rocky Mountain–Intermountain Region is not clear. Terry Wahl estimated that 150 were in northwest Washington and southern British Columbia in mid-December which he regarded as the time of peak numbers, as many were shot during January; Wahl knew of only 12 birds still present in his general area at the end of the period. In western Oregon a few birds were in the Willamette Valley and along the coast wherever there were dunes south at least to Newport into March. A Burrowing Owl was at its usual winter location in the Lebanon, Oreg., area until the last week in March when it disappeared (LW). A Great Gray Owl was reported as wintering at Burnaby, B. C. (W. Campbell, fide TRW). A spectacular 65 Short-eared Owls were counted on the Vancouver Christmas count, Dec. 26. Half a dozen birds or so wintered on Sauvie Island (HBN); 5 were at Donald, Oreg., near Salem on March 11 (JG).

Hummingbirds—The male of the pair of Anna's Hummingbirds in Medford at the end of November left in mid-February and the female disappeared on March 2 after the arrival of a male Rufous (JH). Rufous Hummingbirds showed up at Tigard, Oreg. near Portland on Feb. 19 (JG), and at Bellingham late in March (TRW); one was reported from Victoria on the Christmas count, Dec. 27.

Woodpeckers—Although the range of the Pileated Woodpecker includes all of this Region, the bird is not often seen; it therefore seems worth mentioning that lone individuals were recorded on the Comox and Vancouver, B. C. Christmas counts, that a pair wintered near Lebanon, Oreg., (WT), and that 12 were found on the Victoria Christmas count. Lewis' Woodpeckers were reported in good numbers this winter in the Medford area, though not equal to last year's record numbers (JH); only a few birds were recorded from the Willamette Valley north to Sauvie Island, while no reports came from any farther north. A Northern Three-toed Woodpecker was reported for the Terrace, B. C., Christmas count, Dec. 26.

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays—A Say's Phoebe was found at Brownsville, Oreg., on Jan. 21 (LW); the species occurs occasionally in winter in that part of the state. Violet-green Swallows arrived first at Sauvie Island on Feb. 25 (HBN), generally in the Willamette Valley the first week in March, but still were nowhere numerous in Oregon by the end of the period; the first appearance at Bellingham was on March 18 (TRW). Tree Swallows arrived at Medford in a group of 30 on Feb. 5, appeared first in Portland, Feb. 10 (HBN) and were in northern Skagit County, Wash., on Feb. 22 (TRW); as many as 250 were at Prescott, Oreg., March 11 (RF, HBN). An early Rough-winged Swallow showed up at Lebanon, Oreg., on March 26 (WT). Four remarkably early Barn Swallows were at Tillamook Bay on Feb. 26 (HBN). Gray Jays again wintered at sea-level in the Tillamook, Oreg. area.

Nuthatches, Wrens—Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported regularly in the Seattle area this winter (ES), and in better than usual numbers in the vicinity of Bellingham (TRW). They did not appear regularly in western Oregon's lowlands this winter, but Nehls found many at and above snow line on Larch Mountain east of Portland on March 4. Long-billed Marsh Wrens wintered much more numerously in northwestern Oregon and in the Seattle area than is customary.

Mockingbirds, Thrushes—A Mockingbird was found seven miles southeast of Albany, Oreg., on Dec. 16 (LW), while another individual was found on Jan. 2 at the Corvallis airport, where it remained at least until Feb. 26 (WT). Robins were said to be in normal numbers at Bellingham (TRW), numerous at Seattle (ES), and normal at Medford (JH). Reports from Victoria and Portland indicated unprecedented wintering numbers in those places with 103,000 recorded on the Portland Christmas count. Varied Thrushes were largely absent from lowland areas uniformly throughout the Region this winter. Many were on Larch Mountain, March 4, both above and below snow-line (HBN). Over 1200 were found on the Victoria Christmas count, Dec. 27. The only report of Hermit Thrushes, aside from Christmas count records, was of 2 birds that wintered near Lebanon, Oreg. (WT). Western Bluebirds were reported as abundant in the Lebanon area (WT), although they could best be described as wintering sparingly elsewhere in the Willamette Valley; 15 were in three groups around Victoria (DS). A Mountain Bluebird was at Marietta, Wash., during January and February (TRW); 3 were at Parksville, B. C., on March 31 (C. Morehen, fide DS); another was seen on three occasions in March in the Medford area (JH).

Waxwings—Bohemian Waxwings occurred sporadically; Bellingham seems to have been the best locale for this species, with up to 2000 there from Christmas until the end of January. A few showed up there again in late March. Fifty-four were seen on the Terrace, B. C. Christmas count and over 250 on the Vancouver count; 170 were found in Tigard, Oreg., on Feb. 19 (JG). A few appeared in Seattle in mid-March, with 100 present at month's end. Twenty were found at Victoria, where the species rarely occurs (Christmas count). Cedar Waxwings were reported no more frequently than were Bohemians, but this undoubtedly reflects the less noteworthy occurrences of the former.

Shrikes, Starlings—Northern Shrikes were considered to be present in greater than usual numbers in western Washington and Oregon, particularly in the Lebanon and Corvallis areas. One was at Hoover Lakes in the Medford area on March 12 (OS). Two Loggerhead Shrikes were identified south of Albany on Dec. 18 (LW). Starlings were reported to be "numerous" at Seattle, "not many" at Lebanon, and "more than usual" at Medford; in Portland, despite the huge numbers in the few winter roosts, the birds were not ubiquitous.

Warblers—Orange-crowned Warblers were reported singly from Fairview, east of Portland, on Jan. 8 (JG), in Lake Oswego, Oreg., Jan. 12 at the feeder of Mr. & Mrs. Irving Curren, at Sauvie Island, Feb. 25 
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(HBN), and east of Seattle during February. Both Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were hard to find this winter in much of the Region. Townsend's Warbler showed up on the Victoria, Portland, Corvallis and Tillamook Christmas counts; 35 to 40 birds were in a flock seen by some 30 observers on a field trip in the Tillamook area on March 18 (JBC, HBN, et al.).

House Sparrow, Blackbirds and Oriole—A lone female House Sparrow was at Terrace, B. C., on Dec. 9 (HRV). A W. Meadowlark showed up at Terrace, B. C. where such an occurrence is unprecedented, on the last week of December and was carefully observed by two observers (HRV). Red-winged Blackbirds were uncommon north of the Columbia, but seemed to be present in Oregon in above average winter numbers. An adult male Bullock's Oriole was seen in Hubbard, Oreg., on Dec. 5; probably the same bird was seen again on Feb. 18 (TM). Brown-headed Cowbirds wintered in numbers of 50 or more on Sauvie Island (HBN). One was seen in Seattle, March 27 (ES).

Grosbeaks and Siskins—Evening Grosbeaks were practically absent from the Region this winter, judging by the dearth of reports; Bellingham seems to have been the exception, with numbers of birds present from the end of February on. Seven Pine Grosbeaks found in Victoria on the Christmas count were the only ones for this winter. Pine Siskins were generally regarded as scarce and widely scattered during this report period.

Sparrows and Buntings—A Lark Bunting found on the Corvallis, Oreg., Christmas count on Jan. 2 (JO, WT, LW) was collected the next day, and is now in the Oregon State University collection. Savannah Sparrows, which wintered sparingly in the Willamette Valley, were perhaps somewhat more in evidence than usual in mid-winter. Single Vesper Sparrows were seen at Hoover Lakes in the Medford area on March 30 (JH), and at Lebanon on March 31 (WT). A brightly plumaged Lark Sparrow was on Sauvie Island in company with Oregon Juncos on Jan. 21 (HBN). Two Slate-colored Juncos were in Bellingham, March 13 (TRW); several appeared at feeding stations in Seattle during the winter (VEC); no reports were received from points farther south, although there were several Oregon records last fall. Oregon Juncos were thought to be more common in the Portland and Seattle areas than in the last three or four winters. At least 4 to 6 Tree Sparrows were found on the Skagit Game Range on Jan. 15, but were not seen subsequently. White-crowned Sparrows wintered in western Washington and Oregon in noticeably fewer numbers than usual, according to several observers; Golden-crowned Sparrows, on the other hand, were thought to be in somewhat more than usual numbers. Lone White-throated Sparrows were reported wintering at feeders in West Linn, Oreg., (Mrs. Winn Walker) and in Victoria, B. C. (DS). Fourteen Lapland Longspurs were discovered by Victoria, B. C., Christmas count participants, who also recorded 23 Snow Buntings. The flock of 100 Snow Buntings first found at Sandy Point west of Bellingham, Nov. 24, frequented that area through January; by mid-February only 11 birds were there (VEC, TRW); one was at the south jetty of the Columbia on March 11.

Contributors—(BPB) Bedford P. Brown; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RE) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (JRS) Jeffrey R. Sanders; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl; (LW) Larry Wheeler.


Spring Migration, 1967

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

After an extremely mild winter which ended with a cold, snowy March, spring was cool, wet and snowy. April was particularly cool and wet, with snow in both the mountains and the valleys. May was a little warmer, but temperatures were still below normal; and at Spokane, Wash. nearly a half inch of snow fell on the 11th. The western part of the Region warmed up after mid-May but turned cool and stormy at the end of the month. The snow pack in the mountains was deep and, at higher levels, persistent, and combined with heavy spring rains, should bring moisture up to satisfactory levels. Vegetation was delayed by perhaps two weeks, but excellent growth was indicated. Many observers believed that the retarded spring had affected the migration. Ralph Hand, commenting for the Missoula, Mont. area, said, "The mild winter may have accounted for a few very early dates for the early spring migrants but the cold, delayed spring certainly influenced many of the later ones." For the Spokane area, Mrs. Stanley noted that many perching birds were late and migrants hurried through but the normally later spring arrivals seemed to be on time. In the Bozeman, Mont. area a "curious mixture" of early arrivals in April and late arrivals in May was noted. In the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont. geese and ducks tarried as long as snow and cloudy weather continued, with Snow Geese still there on May 6. At Baker, Oreg. birds remained at feeders until mid-May, two weeks later than usual.

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons—Single White Pelicans were sighted at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Lake Co., Mont. on April 22 (FLK) and May 4 (CJH) and at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., May 29. The species appeared in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area on April 23. Double-crested Cormorants were not noted in the latter area until June 11. This species was seen on the Snake River between Clarkston and Wawawai, Wash. (MJP). A Common. Egret was sighted at Ninepipe Refuge, where it has not previously been recorded. Black-crowned Night Herons arrived at their nesting site near St. Andrews, Wash. on April 16, a late arrival date (S.A.S.).

Ibis and Flamingo—Four records for White-faced Ibis were obtained: 1 in the Manhattan, Mont. area, April 30 to May 7 (PDS); 1 at Three Forks, Mont., May 1 (ET); 1 near Creston and the northeast corner of Flathead Lake, Flathead Co., Mont., April 23 (Mr. & Mrs. FSD & Mr. & Mrs. CJH); and the species was also recorded at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont. One American. Flamingo was sighted by many observers at Ninepipe Game Management Area, Lake Co., Mont. during mid-May and remained at least until May 21. Origin of the bird is unknown, but it may have been an escape from a zoo (CJH).
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Waterfowl—Six hundred Whistling Swans were sighted flying over Ninepipe Refuge in early April. A White-fronted Goose was present at Ninepipe Refuge in late April and was seen with a flock of 800 Snow Geese there on May 4 (CJH). Ross' Goose was sighted on 3 occasions in northeastern Oregon: 1 near Baker, with 12-15 Snow Geese, May 9, and again May 11, and 1 on the Ladd Marsh Game Management Area, about May 13, by Mike Kemp, Oregon Game Biologist (newspaper account). Two of this species appeared at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash., May 2. The duck migration appeared to be about on schedule. In the Spokane area, those species usually the most abundant, such as Mallards and Am. Widgeon, seemed to miss the smaller lakes and ponds. On the other hand, Gadwall were among the predominant ducks on the slough at Reardan, Wash., where up to 50 were recorded (WH, S.A.S.). Up to 100 Shovelers were seen there during late April and early May (S.A.S.). At Ninepipe Refuge, numbers of Pintail increased to 10,000 by mid-March, and Com. Mergansers peaked there at 1500. Blue-winged (RAH, ET) and Cinnamon Teal (ET) were first noted in the Bozeman area on April 9 and 8, respectively, both early dates. Cinnamon Teal appeared to be unusually common at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., for they represented 18 percent of all nesting ducks. Four Ring-necked Ducks near Baker, Oreg., were Ann Ward's first sighting for the species in that area. A male and a female Harlequin Duck were seen at Reardan, Wash., April 16; this is the first record for the species there (JA, WH). White-winged Scoter was observed in Jasper Nat'l Park, Alberta, May 17-18, and Surf Scoters were noted there on the same dates and in Banff Nat'l Park, May 1415 (JE & GE). Red-breasted Mergansers arrived early at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash., on Feb. 2 and stayed late; 1 was seen on May 3. This species showed an unusual peak number of 10 in April (JA).

Vultures and Hawks—Turkey Vultures returned early at 2 localities: April 1 at the Dry Falls, Grant Co., Wash. (S.A.S.) and April 8 in the Bozeman area (ET). "Very few" hawks were reported in the Bitterroot Valley. An almost certain sighting of a White-tailed Kite was reported by Harry Nehls, who did not see the bird himself, however. The bird was seen near Dufur, Oreg. on March 15 (SA & MK) and in the same area on April 23 (CT). The only other records for the state are from the Sauvie Island area near Portland (HN).

Gallinaceous Birds—Sage Grouse were observed on a dance ground near Wilsall, Park Co., Mont. as late as May 25 (RAH, LM), and about 50 were on the dance ground near Creston, Wash. on April 1 (S.A.S.).

Cranes—What quite probably was a sighting of 4 Whooping Cranes about 5 miles west of Bozeman was made by Mrs. Kenneth Colburn, apparently in early May (PDS). In east central Washington, Sandhill Cranes were migrating in mid-March, with peak numbers estimated as high as 1000 near St. Andrews, Douglas Co. (WH, S.A.S.).

Shorebirds—Owing to the late spring runoff, few shorebirds were seen at Baker, Oreg. Numbers were lower than usual in the Spokane area. Three Semi-palmated Plovers on April 27 were the first of the species for Ravalli Refuge (PW). The Snowy Plover was added to the list for eastern Washington when 1 was photographed at Reardan, May 28 (IA, WH). A Marbled Godwit was sighted near Ronan, Lake Co., Mont., April 29 (CJH), and one was noted at Missoula, May 3-5 and May 12. A White-rumped Sandpiper was carefully identified on Ravalli Refuge (CLB) and the Dunlin was also added to the Refuge list (PW).

Gulls and Terns—An immature Iceland Gull, very rare in the Region, was observed at length at Banks Lake on April 5 (WH). California Gulls were common at Ninepipe Refuge, although outnumbered by Ring-billed Gulls. Both species were common at McNary Refuge. Bonaparte's Gull appeared for the first time at Ravalli Refuge, May 6, and 2 were seen near Ronan, May 27 (CJH). A surprising 12 of this species was sighted at Banks Lake, on May 3 (JA). A Com. Tern appeared in the Bozeman area on the early date of May 1 (ET).

Owls and Swifts—Snowy Owls were seen in the vicinity of Ninepipe Refuge as late as March 10 and near Reardan up to April 22 (S.A.S.). A pair of nesting Long-eared Owls was found at St. Andrews, April 5, and one was sighted in Spokane on the 12th (WH). The seldom-sighted Black Swift was noted in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana, May 27 (CLB & BT). About 40 were seen at Swan Lake near Vernon, B. C., May 24 (JG), and the species was seen north of Vernon, May 21 (JE & GE).

Hummingbirds and Woodpeckers—Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds were a little late in the Spokane area. The latter species was first noted there on May 3 (WH). For comparison, some other first dates for the species are: Vernon, May 3; Missoula, May 19; Bitterroot Valley, May 20; and Bozeman, May 22. The male Yellow-shafted Flicker that wintered at Spokane was last seen on April 2 (Mrs. SOS). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Bozeman on May 1 was early (DRS).

Swallows—In the Spokane area, Violet-green and Tree Swallows remained in low numbers in most breeding areas until nearly mid-May, presumably because of the cool, damp weather. At Medical Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. a mass of swallows estimated at 4000 to 5000 was observed on May 11. Mainly Violet-green and Cliff Swallows, it also contained birds of each of the other 4 species normally present in the Region (WH). At Missoula, Tree Swallows arrived around April 4 but were not common until early May, and Cliff Swallows arrived late, appearing on May 20.

Nuthatches—White-breasted Nuthatches remained low in numbers at Spokane and apparently decreased in the Bitterroot Valley. Red-breasted Nuthatches also were reported as low in numbers at both localities.

Wrens, Mockingbirds, Bluebirds—Cañon Wrens returned early, on April 2, to the nesting site used for 
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several years along the Madison River west of Bozeman (RAH & PDS). A Mockingbird, probably the bird present during the winter, was seen at a feeding station in Spokane on April 6 (S.A.S.), and 1 was observed at the Upper Fraser garbage dump, 50 miles east of Prince George, B. C. on May 31. Mountain Bluebirds were believed to be showing a slow gain in the Bitterroot Valley, where many nesting boxes have been put out around ranches. Personnel at the Nat'l Bison Range assisted youth groups in putting up 100 bluebird houses there.

Waxwings, Vireos and Warblers—Late Bohemian Waxwings were seen on April 8 at Spokane (S.A.S.) and 14 were at Missoula on April 30. A Hutton's Vireo was reported from extreme southern British Columbia near Oliver (JE & GE). Apparent arrival dates for Warbling Vireos (May 19) and Orange-crowned Warblers (May 7) at Spokane were late (S.A.S.), and Warren Hall considered the warbler migration in the Spokane area to be late by 10 days to 2 weeks. Arrivals of the Yellow Warbler (May 17) and Audubon's Warbler (May 9) at Missoula were also late, but the latter species was early at Bozeman on April 23 (KF, RAH). A male Myrtle Warbler was observed closely at Sun Lakes Park, Grant Co., Wash. on May 13 (FBH). Black-poll Warblers were seen at several localities north of Prince George, B. C., June 1. A large flock of warblers seen at Suttle Lake, northwest of Sisters, Oreg., May 27, was composed mostly of Hermit Warblers with a number of MacGillivray's (JG, RK & HN). On the same day these observers recorded Wilson's and Black-throated Gray Warblers in sagebrush near Prineville.

House Sparrow, Blackbirds—House Sparrows have finally broken into this report, for there appears to have been a distinct drop in numbers in the Spokane area, for reasons unknown (WH, THR, S.A.S.). Brewer's Blackbird was late at Baker, Oreg., still absent in typical habitat on April 5. The Brown-headed Cowbird was about 2 weeks late at Spokane (S.A.S.). On the other hand, the Com. Grackle appeared in the Bozeman area on the early date of April 13 (KF & PDS).

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks showed a varied pattern of occurrence. Common all winter at Penticton, B. C. and Bozeman, most had left the former locality by May 15, about the time the species appeared at Missoula, the Bitterroot Valley, and Prineville. At Missoula they had been absent since late January, and in the Bitterroot Valley and at Baker they were scarce through the winter. Also scarce at Spokane, they began an influx in April but were practically gone by mid-May. They were still abundant at Missoula in the first week of June and were still at Prineville at the end of May. Small numbers also were noted at Pullman, Wash. during the period. Both Purple and Cassin's Finches were found in extreme southern British Columbia near Oliver, May 25 (JE & GE). Cassin's Finch appeared in the Spokane area in good numbers, with flocks of 35-40 in April (WH, S.A.S., THR). Very few were noted in the Bitterroot Valley, however, and the species was very late at Bozeman, not arriving in any numbers until the first week of May. The House Finches reported at Missoula during late winter were not seen after April 7. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches and Black Rosy Finches were last noted in the Bozeman area on April 30. Pine Siskins were abundant in the Vernon, B. C. area, but were scarce or absent at many other localities. They were late and sparse at Spokane and in the Bitterroot Valley and at Bozeman did not arrive in numbers until late May. They appeared at Missoula on May 9. A very few Red Cross-bills were in the Spokane area in May and at Pullman, Wash. The wintering birds at Bozeman were not noted after April 24 (RAH).

Sparrows—At Baker, Oreg., the storm of March 11, which brought 6 inches of snow, caught a big movement of Rufous-sided Towhees and kept them there until about the 20th. This species was not seen at Vernon until April 6, unusually late. Lark Buntings continued to press westward in the Region. Two males and 2 females were seen at Missoula, June 7, the first there since July, 1965. The species was recorded near the Bison Range and was noted north of Vernon at Yard Creek campsite (JE & GE). Chipping Sparrows arrived late in several localities: Missoula, May 18; Bitterroot Valley, May 17; and Vernon, May 4. The first noted at Baker was on May 17 although Prineville had the species by April 17. A single Harris' Sparrow was noted at Vernon on May 7 (TM). The White-crowned Sparrow movement around Spokane and west into east-central Washington was about 2 weeks late, with the peak coming around May 10. A period of cloudy weather apparently grounded them but they moved on quickly thereafter (WH, THR, S.A.S.). At Prineville, however, the peak came between April 27 and May 3. Single Golden-crowned Sparrows were noted on five occasions in eastern Washington: May 7 and 8 at Reardan (JA, WH); May 8 and 10 at Spokane (WH, VN, CS); and May 11 at Deep Creek, Spokane Co. (WH). A Fox Sparrow was singing at Logan Pass, elevation 6664 ft., in Glacier Nat'l Park, Mont., where the snow lay 6-10 ft. deep, June 12 (THR). Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Baker on April 28, and 1 was feeding with White-crowned Sparrows on a lawn at Missoula, May 25. The species appeared at Bozeman on May 28 (RAH, ET). A few Lapland Longspurs were noted at Banks Lake, April 1, and one was seen at Reardan the next day (S.A.S.).

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).— (JA) James Acton; (SA) Stirling Anderson; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley and Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; Earl M. Brooks, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; Mrs. Kenneth Colburn; (Mr. & Mrs. FSD) Mr. & Mrs. F. Sheldon Dart; (JE & GE) Jim and Gillian Elliott; Robert M. Ellis, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (KF) Katherine Fisher; (JGi) Jeff Gilligan; (JG) James Grant, British Columbia; (WH) Warren Hall; Ralph L. 
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Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry; (FBH) Frances B. Huston; Loring M. Jones, Pullman, Wash. area; (FLK) Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (RK) Ron Klein; (MK) Mark Koninendyke; Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (LM) Louis Moos; (GM) Gerald Morsello, Prineville, Oreg. area; (TM) Timothy Myres; (VN) Vee Nealey; (HN) Harry Nehls; Charles E. Osborn, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (MJP) Margaret J. Polumsky; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mrs. SOS) Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (CS) Connie Smedley; (CT) Charles Thomas; (ET) Eve Tilton; (BT) Betsy Tweter; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area; (PW) Philip Wright.


Spring Migration, 1967

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

April and May were endured by local residents as an extension of winter. Frequent wet snows occurred through May in the central Rockies and plateaus. Most stations reported April and May much colder and more moist than average. Typical was a report from Oliver Larochelle at Modoc Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in northeastern California: "This has been the longest, coldest, wettest spring on record for Modoc County. Snow fell nearly every day of both months and it was snowing May 31." A blizzard swept through northeastern Wyoming in the first week of May, leaving drifts up to 20 ft. deep (LM). There was much loss of livestock, and, as always, it was presumed that there was great loss among the birds. This editor doubts that losses are great in such storms, with the possible exception of young birds in the nest, and this particular storm occurred before the bulk of passerines had arrived. In this connection, Winston Brockner observed 3 Broad-tailed Hummingbirds in a heavy snow storm in the mountains west of Denver, Colo. on May 26, and these birds did survive. The greatest loss after a storm is along highways where cars kill huge numbers of birds, mainly Horned Larks, which congregate on the black top after the snow has melted. Both vegetation and bird migration were 1 to 3 weeks late this season, and much of what is normally called spring migration occurred after May. Winter birds lingered much longer than usual, almost to June. Southern Colorado was very dry until late May. At Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Churchill Co., Nev., water conditions were excellent for the first time in a number of years, and a good growth of aquatic vegetation can be expected (LDN). Little food grew last year because of the drought. Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, the great sump in eastern Oregon, has wonderful water conditions this year, and Harney Lake, an overflow area, is expected to get water again (ELMcL).

Waterfowl—At Deer Flat Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Idaho some young Canada Geese hatched about April 15 in the islands of the Snake River and all were hatched by the end of April. The hatch was average and the timing about as usual. The spring migration of waterfowl was over by the start of this reporting period (RVP). A Black Brant was seen at Reno, Nev., May 5 (JMD); this bird is rare so far east. At Bear River Marsh in Utah high water spread the nesting waterfowl over a larger area. This made nests almost impossible to count. There was some nest flooding (MKH). A Wood Duck was reported from the Cache valley of northeastern Utah, May 10 (LR). This species is a regular visitor at Deer Flat Refuge, but does not breed there (RVP). A drake Harlequin Duck was seen on May 16 on the upper Wind River near Dubois in western Wyoming, where the species has not been reported recently (MB). Two Hooded Mergansers were observed on April 25 in southwestern Utah, where they are rarely seen (SM).

Hawks—Buteos were again reported as down in western Idaho (TL). The situation seems most discouraging, as we never have an increase reported.

Grouse—A Sage Grouse strutting ground was found at the north end of the National Elk Refuge, Teton Co., Wyo., May 15 (DER). The population of these birds in Jackson Hole is growing.

Cranes―3000 Sandhill Cranes were reported near Burns in eastern Oregon on May 1 (CDL). On the basis of footprints they were identified as Lesser in contrast to the Greater that inhabit the nearby Malheur Refuge.

Rails—A Black Rail seen at Modoc Refuge on April 18 (OEL) established a new record for that area.

Shorebirds—Five Semipalmated Plovers were seen at Utah Lake in central Utah on May 7 (GK). Occurrence of this species in the Salt Lake valley is very unusual. Several more were seen on May 2 in the , Fernley marshes of western Nevada and on May 6 at Stillwater Refuge in the same area (JMD). They are probably more common in this part of the Region but have not been reported recently. A Piping Plover was seen at Lake Desmet just east of the Big Horn Mountains in northern Wyoming on May 13 (TK). Ten Whimbrels were at Fish Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Utah on May 21 
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(DMcK) and 3 at Cheyenne, Wyo., on May 20 (OKS, et al.).

Swifts, Owls, Waxwings—Probable Chimney Swifts were seen at Grand Junction in western Colorado on April 23 (LFE). This locality is too far west to be sure they were Chimney Swifts and too far east to believe they were Vaux's Swifts. A Barn Owl reported as nesting in the Salt Lake valley (GK) is the first observation of this species there in several years. Since there are no reports of Barn Owls to the east of Utah until one gets to the Great Plains, this is an isolated population. Bohemian Waxwings lingered very late this year, with birds reported at Logan, Utah, May 16 (DMF), and at Dubois, Wyo., May 10 (MB).

Warblers—Black-and-white Warblers were seen near Reno, May 9 and 10 (JMD). Although this is one of the warblers that does straggle west, Reno is very far west for it. A Parula Warbler was seen in the mountains west of Denver on May 13 (RG). There were two reports of Chestnut-sided Warblers: one in the mountains west of Denver, May 13 (RG), and one at Cheyenne, May 20 (PS). Several Blackpoll Warblers were seen this spring: two were at widely separated spots in southeastern Wyoming, Cheyenne and Springer Lake, May 20 (OKS, et al.); one netted at Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada was the first recorded for that state (DEL); and another was seen at Sheridan, Wyo., May 18 (TK). A Palm Warbler seen on May 20 at the Wyoming Hereford Ranch near Cheyenne (OKS, et al.) is another instance of a bird whose status must be changing. Previously regarded as accidental in the Region, this species also was seen last fall.

Grosbeaks and Buntings—A Rose-breasted Grosbeak and an Indigo Bunting were seen in the mountains west of Denver, at Kittredge, May 17 (HK). Both species rarely get into the mountains. Another Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen at Eldora, Boulder Co., Colo. on May 30 (GS). For the first time, Evening Grosbeaks were reported in numbers in May in the orchards of Delta County on the western slope of Colorado (TC).

Sparrows—A Harris' Sparrow was seen at a feeder near Dubois, Wyo., May 3 (MB), an unusually late date.

Contributors—(MB), Mary Black; (WWB), Winston William Brockner; (TC), Theo Colborn; (JMD), John M. Davis; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (RG), Robert Gustafson; (MKH), Milton K. Haderlie; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (HK), Hugh Kingery; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (CDL), Carroll D. Littlefield; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (OEL), Oliver E. Larochelle; (TL), Tom Love; (DMck), Don McKnight; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (LM), Louis Moos; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (DER), Donald E. Redfern; (LR), L. Royer; FS, Florence Spring; (GS), Gail Shickley.


Spring Migration, 1967

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The spring season was not particularly eventful with regard either to weather or bird occurrences. Precipitation is estimated to have been somewhat less than average while temperatures were a bit higher than average. There were no periods of prolonged cold and rainy weather. Migration seems to have been regular and on the whole unspectacular, although such generalizations risk being inaccurate and misleading because of the size and character of the Region and because it has relatively few observers.

Loons, Grebes—Common, Arctic, and Red-throated Loons were migrating steadily past the mouth of the Columbia River on May 7; six days later Com. Loons were much less in evidence than the other species (HBN). Goodwill on the Canadian hydrographic vessel "Marabell" reported 255 Red-necked Grebes in Cordova Channel, B.C. during passage from Victoria for Nanaimo on April 17; 10 were at Nanaimo Harbor, B.C., April 18, but from then until May 11 daily counts there varied from 1 to 3 individuals. Western Grebes had mostly left the ocean, coastal bays, and estuaries by the end of April, remaining in small numbers only in the straits in the vicinity of Nanaimo by mid-May (JEVG).

Pelagic birds—On May 13, 1 or 2 adult Black-footed Albatrosses were seen from the "Marabell" on Queen Charlotte Sound, B.C. at mid-morning; one believed to be an immature followed the vessel in Milbanke Sound for an hour in mid-afternoon (JEVG). Over 1000 Sooty Shearwaters were encountered by the vessel on the same day. Three Fork-tailed Petrels were seen in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, April 22 (DS), while 86 were counted in Queen Charlotte and Milbanke Sounds on May 13 (JEVG). Ralph Browning (fide JH) estimated 100,000 Leach's Petrels on Bird Rocks off the southern Oregon coast in early May.

Herons—Thackaberry thought Great Blue Herons were in lower numbers in the mid-Willamette Valley of Oregon, possibly as a consequence of shooting at private fish hatcheries. Reports of Green Herons originated only from Portland, where 2 were seen on April 19 (JG & RK), and from Hubbard, Oreg., where 1 was seen on May 29 (TM). An Am. Bittern was at the south jetty of the Columbia River on April 23 (HBN).

Swans and Geese—Eleven Whistling Swans were still at Sauvie Island, Oreg., April 9 (JG & RK); the last bird left on the late date of April 23 (Norman Minnick). An immature Trumpeter Swan found on May 20 at Jorgensen Harbor in Meyers Passage, B.C., could not fly and moved southward upon a close approach. Seen intermittently in the ensuing 10 days, it returned to Jorgensen Harbor on May 27. It was seen to fly about 300 yards on May 30 (JEVG). The peak in the Canada Goose migration seemed to occur about the first week in May. Aerial surveys by the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service found record numbers of Black Brant (DBM); 3500 were at Willapa Bay, Wash. as late as May 18. White-fronted Geese were found in flocks of up to 150 from the mouth of the Columbia River north to Leadbetter Point, Wash. from at least May 5 to May 18; a flock of about 150 birds flew over Lake Oswego, Oreg. in the early evening of May 5. A Gad-wall lingered at Delta Park, Portland, as late as May 1. A few Pintails were in northwestern Oregon through the month of May (HBN). A Cinnamon Teal appeared on Sauvie Island on April 20 (HBN). The last record of a European Widgeon was on April 15 at Portland (JG & RK). Ten Am. Widgeon were seen on Willapa Bay, May 6 (HBN, et al.); the last of the wintering birds were gone from Portland at the end of April. Three Shovelers were recorded in Tolmie Channel north of Vancouver Island on May 17 (JEVG), and a pair of Harlequin Ducks was seen in Meyers Passage, north of Vancouver Island, on May 21 (JEVG). Both White-winged and Surf Scoters were migrating steadily past the mouth of the Columbia River on April 23 (HBN). Two Com. Mergansers were seen at the south jetty of the Columbia River, May 13 (HBN, et al.), and a pair at Jorgensen Harbor, May 27 (JEVG).

Hawks, Eagles—A Rough-legged Hawk was seen on April 2 at Victoria, B.C., where the bird is rare (Tom Briggs, fide DS); another bird was seen a day earlier at Svenson, Oreg., above Astoria (RP & HBN). An immature Golden Eagle was seen at Active Pass near Victoria on May 20 (ARD, fide DS); a bird of this species was caught in a coyote trap in the Willamette Valley near Scio, Oreg., June 2 and was released minus a toe (WT). An adult Bald Eagle was at Agate Reservoir near Medford, Oreg. on May 30 (JH), and a few adults were seen around the mouth of the Columbia River in late April and early May. Vance reported an estimated 500 Bald Eagles in 15 miles along the Nass River, B.C., April 3. Eight birds, 6 of them adults, were around and about Nanaimo Harbor, B.C., from April 20 to May 11; en route to the north end of Vancouver Island 26 individuals were counted, 16 of 
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them immatures, on May 12; and individuals were observed daily in almost comparable numbers farther north along the British Columbia coast, with 20 in the air at once at Klemtu (JEVG). Ospreys were more widely reported than at any time in recent years: 1 at Canby, Oreg., April 19 (Robert Lucas, fide HBN), 1 near Halsey, Oreg., along the Willamette River, April 23 (WT), 1 near Medford, April 25 (JH), 1 off Nanaimo, April 30 (JEVG), and 3 at Medford, May 30 (OS, fide JH). There were no reports of Peregrines.

Bobwhite, Cranes, Rails—A few Bobwhite remain around Portland, although numbers are less than 2 and 3 years ago. Small flocks of Sandhill Cranes numbering less than 100 stopped at Sauvie Island up to April 22. A pair of Virginia Rails with chicks was again found at Hubbard in April (fide TM).

Shorebirds—An estimated 200 Semipalmated Plovers were on the Long Beach peninsula separating Willapa Bay from the ocean, May 5-7 (HBN, et al.). An adult Snowy Plover and 2 downy young were seen on May 18 at Leadbetter Point where the species has been suspected of nesting before (DBM), and 2 adults were seen on May 13 at the south jetty of the Columbia River where the species nested last year (HBN). Up to 30 Black-bellied Plovers were at Leadbetter Point during the first half of May. Over 130 Surfbirds were noted along the southern Oregon coast on April 15 (JH & OS). Ruddy Turnstones were sparingly reported from Nanaimo, April 24 (JEVG); Victoria, May 6 to 10 (ARD); Blaine, Wash., May 3 (TRW); and Long Beach, May 6 and 7 (HBN). A Long-billed Curlew, always of interest west of the Cascades, was at Leadbetter Point on May 6 (HBN). Whimbrel were seen twice at the south jetty of the Columbia River and once at the north jetty (HBN, et al.) between April 23 and May 13; 30 individuals, a strikingly high number for that area, were at Blaine on May 17; and 14 were recorded there and at Birch Bay on May 20 (TRW). Five Wandering Tattlers were at the north jetty of the Columbia, May 7 (HBN), while lone birds at the south jetty on May 13 and at Victoria on May 9 were the only other reports of this species. Greater Yellowlegs were reported only from Medford, April 8 and 18 (JH), and over Lebanon, Oreg., May 2 (WT). Lesser Yellowlegs were seen only at Hubbard, April 10 (TM); at Ship-Ashore, Oreg., April 15 (JH & OS); and at Medford, April 18 (JH). There were estimates of 1000 Dunlins at the south jetty of the Columbia on April 23 and at Leadbetter Point on May 6 (HBN, et al.). Up to 20 dowitchers were at Leadbetter Point on May 6 and at the south jetty on May 13; more than 100 were at Sauvie Island on April 9 (HBN). Over 1700 Western Sandpipers were at the south jetty on April 23, and two-thirds of that number was estimated at Leadbetter Point on May 6 (HBN, et al.). A single Marbled Godwit was seen at Leadbetter Point, May 18 (DBM); this species is rare in the Region at any time but particularly so in spring. Sanderlings were seen in flocks of up to 300 in early May on the Oregon and Washington coasts. More than 1200 N. Phalaropes were seen migrating past the mouth of the Columbia River on May 6, and good numbers were seen there again on May 13, with many birds resting and feeding on ponds behind the dunes (HBN). Goodwill counted up to 300 of this species in a day near Meyers Passage, May 13-17, and 21 birds were seen on May 29 at the juncture of the Passage with Tolmie Channel.

Gulls and Terns—A few adult Herring Gulls lingered along the Columbia River until mid-May. Five subadult California Gulls were well and carefully observed from the "Marabell" on May 16 in Meyers Passage; they were in company with Glaucous-winged and Mew Gulls (JEVG). Reports of a few Bonaparte's Gulls at the mouth of the Columbia, May 7 (HBN), and in Meyers Passage, May 16 (JEVG), were the only records of this species. Black-legged Kittiwakes were at the mouth of the Columbia during the last week in April and the first 2 weeks in May, with numbers never exceeding 10 on any day (HBN); 2 were on Milbanke Sound, May 13 (JEVG). An Arctic Tern seen in Meyers Passage on May 16 (JEVG) was the only report for the season. Lone Caspian Terns were observed from the north jetty of the Columbia on May 7, from the south jetty on May 13 (HBN), and at Marietta, Wash., on May 21 (TRW).

Alcids—At Cannon Beach, Oreg., 150 Pigeon Guillemots were counted on May 23; 10 were seen at Fort Canby, Wash., on the Columbia River estuary, May 7 (HBN, et al.). Up to 11 Marbled Murrelets were around Nanaimo Harbor, April 18 to May 11; 18 individuals were seen on passage from there to Nigel Island on May 12, with 8 more seen the next day en route to Meyers Passage, where numbers of up to 19 in a day and 13 in a flock were seen the rest of the month (JEVG). On Bird Rocks, Oreg., 400 Cassin's Auklets were counted in early May (Ralph Browning, fide JH); 41 were seen on Queen Charlotte Sound, May 13 (JEVG). Westward from Alert Bay, B.C., 26 Rhinoceros Auklets were counted on May 12, and the same number on Queen Charlotte Sound the next day (JEVG). Sixty Tufted Puffins were observed at Cannon Beach, May 13 (HBN).

Pigeons, Owls—The unusual numbers of Band-tailed Pigeons on Vancouver Island at winter's end dispersed by the end of April (DS); this species arrived in flocks at Portland about the 1st of April (JG & RK) and was established in good breeding numbers in northwestern Oregon by the end of the period. Large flocks also were reported in the lowlands around Blaine, Wash. by the end of May (TRW). The last record of a Snowy Owl, marking the end of a notable invasion, was one found at Albany, Oreg., April 15 (Russell and Doug Tucker, fide HBN). 
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A pair of Long-eared Owls, rarely reported in the Region, was found nesting near Lebanon on May 1 (WT). Four Short-eared Owls were at Leadbetter Point on May 6 (HBN, et al.), and a pair frequented Island View Beach on Vancouver Island during the spring (K. R. Beckett, Me DS). A Saw-whet Owl nest containing 5 eggs was found in a nesting box at Portland, May 23 (HBN).

Goatsuckers and Swifts—Extremely rare in western Oregon, a Poor-will was found dead east of Hubbard on May 20 (Archie Hostetler and Omar Miller, fide TM), and another was flushed several times near Lebanon on May 22 (WT). Common Nighthawks arrived at Medford, May 30 (JH), and at Seattle, June 4 (ES). Vaux's Swift appeared first at Ashland, Oreg. on April 30 (OS); numbers were seen flying into chimneys at Hatley Park on Vancouver Island in late May (T. R. Briggs, fide DS).

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—A bright male Anna's Hummingbird was seen in Portland on June 1 (DBM), and 2 of this species stayed near Scio, Oreg. for about a week in May (E. W. Albers, fide WT). A Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen April 24 on Sauvie Island (Norman Minnick). A pair of Acorn Woodpeckers was nesting in an oak grove near Lebanon by May (WT), but the Lewis' Woodpeckers that wintered in the Medford area were gone after mid-May (JH).

Flycatchers—A pair of W. Kingbirds was seen near Lebanon, May 7–June 2 (WT). A pair of Black Phoebes found again at Applegate, Oreg. along the Rogue River, April 25 (JH), occupy what is probably the most northerly nesting outpost of this southern species. Western Flycatchers arrived at Portland on May 10 (JG & RK) and at Seattle on May 12 (RB), and W. Wood Pewees arrived a few days later.

Larks, Swallows—Three Horned Larks were at Leadbetter Point, May 6 (HBN, et al.), and 1 was at the south jetty on May 13 (HBN, et al.). Rough-winged Swallows were first seen in the Region at Lebanon on March 26 (WT); some were at Seattle by April 16 (VEC) and one was at Klemtu, Meyers Passage, B. C., May 31 (JEVG). Twenty-seven Cliff Swallows were seen at Sauvie Island on April 9 (JG & RK). Purple Martins were considered to be generally later in arriving and fewer in numbers than usual.

Jays, Ravens, Bushtits—A Gray Jay was in a Medford yard on April 25 (fide JH); another was at low elevation in the Cascades east of Scio on May 9 (WT). A pair of Com. Ravens was much in evidence northeast of Lebanon through much of the spring, (WT). Adult Com. Bushtits were feeding young at Hubbard by May 7 (TM); the species was abundant there and at Lebanon this spring.

Nuthatches, Thrushes—Red-breasted Nuthatches were "common" on Mount Hood, Oreg., May 27 (JG, RK & HBN), and were more frequently noticed than usual at Bellingham (TRW) . Varied Thrushes were thought to be breeding at lower elevations on Vancouver Island this spring because of a heavier than usual remaining snow pack (DS) . Hermit Thrushes lingered in Victoria Gardens until mid-May, "much later than usual" (DS), perhaps for the same reason. A peak of 11 in one day at Portland on May 3 (JG & RK) was unusual. Oddly, Swainson's Thrush was first noted in the Region at Vancouver, B.C. on May 10 (FWD); birds were observed within the next few days in both the Portland and Seattle areas. Two Veeries, a bird very rare in the Region, were along the Rogue River near Medford, April 17–May 11 (JH). The only report of W. Bluebirds was of 2 birds about 8 miles apart at Spanaway, Wash., March 25 (VEC).

Gnatcatchers, Pipits, Waxwings—The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher returned to Roxy Ann Butte near Medford on May 30 (fide JH). Fifteen to twenty Water Pipits were at Leadbetter Point on the late date of May 6 (HBN, et al.). The last flock of Bohemian Waxwings left Bellingham, where many had wintered this year, on April 1 (TRW). Cedar Waxwings, absent from Bellingham all winter, reappeared in flocks of 15 to 20 birds by the end of May (TRW). Flocks of that size also were seen throughout the spring period at irregular intervals at Lake Oswego (JBC).

Starlings, Vireos—Starlings were more prominent as nesters than ever before through much of northwestern Oregon and were on the increase in the Bellingham area. Two were seen at Klemtu on May 24 and again on May 26, when one was carrying nest material into a hole on a building at the wharf (JEVG). Hutton's Vireo is an uncommon bird in the Region, judging by the consistently few reports. This spring one was seen at Medford, April 17 (JH), and one at Fort Stevens State Park, Oreg., April 1 (RF & HBN). A very early Solitary Vireo was at Victoria, April 7 (ARD, fide DS). Warbling Vireos arrived in numbers at Portland on May 1011 and in Seattle a few days later.

Warblers—Nashville Warblers were found in Portland on May 10, 11 and 12 (JG & RK) and were still being encountered at Medford at the end of May (JH). Myrtle Warblers were last seen on May 13 at both Portland (JG & RK) and Seattle (Zella Schultz). There were reports of 80-100 Audubon's Warblers at Ship-Ashore, April 15 (JH & OS); 20-30 at Portland, May 7 and 10 (JG & RK); and a "heavy flight' through Lebanon, May 3 (WT). Townsend's Warblers were in Medford in unusually large numbers from April 30 on, with some still present at the end of May (JH); 30 were in Seward Park, Seattle on May 13 (Zella Schultz); and the species was said to be early and in good numbers at Bellingham (TRW). A MacGillivray's Warbler was killed when it flew against a Seattle window on the rather early date of April 15 (VEC). A Yellow-throat was also early at Lebanon, April 8 (WT). Yellow-breasted Chats were reported as "abundant' there after May 7 (WT), but there was no mention of this species by other observers.

Blackbirds and Tanagers―Yellow-headed Blackbirds arrived at Sauvie Island on April 15, were first seen at Delta Park in Portland on April 20, and were being regularly found in both places at the end of the report period. One was seen at Victoria on April 22 (R. Fryer, fide DS) and 2 on May 20 (ARD, fide DS); the bird is of very rare occurrence on Vancouver Island. Five S Tricolored Blackbirds were seen in north Portland on April 29 (JG & RK); the white wing patches were well seen from as close as 15 yards and the peculiar call was well heard. This species is nesting again this season at Medford (JA). Brown-headed Cowbirds had become well established in Portland and in Seattle as early 
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as April 8. A female of this species came aboard the "Mara-bell" at anchor in Jorgensen Harbor on May 25, and two days later a male alighted on the vessel (JEVG). Thackaberry had the rare privilege of finding more than 100 male W. Tanagers in the woods of his farm near Lebanon on May 10. Evening Grosbeaks appeared in good numbers in Seattle and Portland in early or mid-April, remaining for about a month; they had all but disappeared from Bellingham by May 17. Small flocks of this species also were seen near Government Camp on Mount Hood on May 27 (JG, RK & HBN).

Fringillids—Lazuli Buntings were reported as "plentiful" in the Lebanon area (WT). Wahl reported Purple Finches present in good numbers at Bellingham, but noted that decreases in recent years' populations of this species coincide with an increase in House Finches in that area. Pine Siskins were uniformly notable by their virtual absence. The Red Crossbill was another species notable principally for its virtual absence; 4 were seen in Portland on April 27 and a small flock above Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood, May 27 (JG, RK & HBN). The migration of White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows at Victoria was particularly good this year, with great numbers of the latter species present on May 12 (ES). A lone Golden-crown was still in Seattle on May 22 (ES). The White-throated Sparrow that frequented a feeder at West Linn, Oreg., was last seen on April 20 (fide HBN). Four Lapland Longspurs were found at the south jetty of the Columbia River, April 16 (JGO), with 1 still there on April 23 (HBN); 12 individuals were counted on Leadbetter Point, May 6 (DBM). A single Snow Bunting was also at the south jetty on the very late date of April 16 (JGO).

Contributors—(RB) Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boggs; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (FWD) Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Dobson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JEVG) J. E. V. Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (DBM) David B. Marshall; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (JGO); James G. Olson; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl.


The Nesting Season, 1967

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Over the Region the general weather pattern in the lowlands was that of a June distinctly wetter than usual but with normal temperatures. Heat and drought set in abruptly late in the month, however, and continued almost without a break until the end of the period. For example, Spokane, Wash. received only .06 in. of precipitation in July (avg. .38 in.) with no 
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measurable amount after the 8th, and a maximum temperature of 103° F. was reached. The Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. recorded .05 in. of moisture; Missoula, Mont., .30 in.; and Baker, Oreg., .10 in. Interior British Columbia appeared to have had similar drought conditions, which started earlier in June, although the persistence of a heavy snow pack in the mountains probably mitigated conditions somewhat. The wet spring favored an excellent growth of vegetation, supplying an abundance of food. Midsummer found vegetation drying rapidly but apparently without serious adverse effects upon bird life. At Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. some shallow potholes were dry by mid-July and many other water areas decreased substantially. Of special interest are Jim Grant's records for central British Columbia, an area seldom heard from.

Loons and Grebes—A Com. Loon nest with 2 eggs was found at Opatcho Lake, Prince George, B. C., June 11. Two birds of this species were noted at O'Sullivan Darn, Grant Co., Wash., June 3 (S.A.S.), and an estimated 5 were at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Lake Co., Mont. during the summer. No nesting was observed. All 5 species of grebes that occur in the Region nested at Ninepipe Refuge; estimated numbers for each species there were: Red-necked Grebe, 100; Horned Grebe, 10; Eared Grebe, 50; Western Grebe, 200; and Pied-billed Grebe, 75. At Reardan, Wash. 35 to 40 nests of the Eared Grebe were noted (S.A.S.).

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons—The White Pelican was noted in the Bozeman, Mont. area, and 4 were at O'Sullivan Dam on June 3 (S.A.S.); 66 remained to feed at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. from late June on. The Double-crested Cormorant was noted at Ennis, Madison Co., Mont. on June 11, and a few were seen at McNary Refuge in early July. Two Black-crowned Night Herons were at Ninepipe Refuge, and 10 were seen at Columbia Refuge, June 3 (S.A.S.); about 25 spent the summer at McNary Refuge.

Waterfowl—A pair of Trumpeter Swans near Harrison, Madison Co., Mont. had 5 cygnets, June 25. One of the captive Trumpeter Swans at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. hatched 4 young, June 17. The bird was a 4-year-old transferred from Red Rock Lakes Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Beaverhead Co., Mont. as a cygnet in 1963. A peak of 120 Canada Goose goslings was reported at Ninepipe Refuge. An unusual spring migration report, delayed for further checking, was of up to 150 Ross' Geese at Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, near Stevensville, Mont., between April 16 and May 14 (GDeV, CLB). A single bird of this species was identified at Frenchtown, near Missoula, Mont., May 14 (JCY). At Columbia Refuge the Mallard population, at 600, was about 20 percent under the average for the last 3 breeding seasons. Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal, the other two common breeders there, maintained their levels about as usual-250-300, about equal numbers of each species. The breeding season population of Ring-necked Ducks at Ninepipe Refuge was about 50. An adult male` Surf Scoter was seen with 2 female scoters, each with 5 young, on an unnamed lake at Mile 283, Alaska Highway, July 25. Eight broods of Hooded Mergansers were noted on Ravalli Refuge.

Hawks—Few hawk sightings were reported. A Goshawk was seen on Huckleberry Mt., Stevens Co., Wash., July 17 (JA). An adult was seen near Germansen Landing, near the 56th parallel north of Prince George, B. C., July 7. Three unused nests, almost certainly of this species, were noted in the Prince George vicinity. The varying hare population in the area crashed 2 years ago; this probably accounts for the Goshawk scarcity. A pair of Swain-son's Hawks had 2 young in the nest on July 13 at Baker, Oreg. The Golden Eagle was seen in the Peola Mts. area, 20 mi. from Clarkston, Wash., June 14 (HW & GW). The species was also noted in the Bozeman area and on the Nat'l Bison Range. Marsh Hawks and Sparrow Hawks were reported fairly commonly in the Region. A Peregrine Falcon was observed at McNary Refuge early in July.

Gallinaceous Birds—Ten broods of Spruce Grouse (franklinii) were seen along the road from Ft. St. James to Germansen Landing, July 29-30. The Ruffed Grouse was rather scarce in the Prince George area. Ring-necked Pheasant reproduction appeared to be good to excellent, with the possible exception of Spokane, Wash. Three large Chukar broods were noted at the Nat'l Bison Range, and the species was sighted in the Clarkston area (MJP). The Gray Partridge was the most abundant game bird at the Bison Range, where many large broods were seen.

Cranes and Rails—Six Sandhill Cranes were seen in flight along Highway 97 near 112-Mile House in the Cariboo district of British Columbia, July 4. A pair with 2 small young was seen at Ennis, Mont., June 11, and another pair with young was sighted near Belgrade, Mont., June 25 (RAH, DRS & PDS). The Virginia Rail was reported at Reardan, Wash. (S.A.S.), at the Bison Range, at Ninepipe Refuge and near Lolo, south of Missoula, Mont., where a downy young was seen with an adult (RLH & JOS).

Shorebirds—A single Snowy Plover seen at Reardan on May 28 was eastern Washington's first record for the species (JA, WH). Two young Killdeer were almost ready to fly on the early date of May 9 at Coldstream near Vernon, B. C. (Mrs. JTF). Fifty Com. Snipe nests were found at Ravalli Refuge. Solitary Sandpipers were sighted at several localities around Prince George, and 2 young, barely able to fly, were seen at a small sphagnum bog in the vicinity of Strathnaver, south of Prince George, July 16. Young Greater Yellowlegs, which looked big enough to fly but ran and hid, were seen 40 mi. north of Ft. St. James, northwest of Prince George, July 7; flying young were noted in that area on July 29. A pair of Lesser Yellowlegs, which showed anxiety, was watched at a marsh 8 mi. south of Vanderhoof, west of Prince George, June 18. The species is not known to breed this far south. A Long-billed Dowitcher noted at Missoula on July 17 was 12 days earlier than 
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Hand's previous early fall migration record. A flock of about 24 Marbled Godwits was carefully identified at Ninepipe Refuge on July 15 (RLH JOS); previous records at Ninepipe Refuge by these observers had been in April and May. A Northern Phalarope was still at Columbia Refuge on June 3 (JA).

Gulls and Terns—About 30 California Gulls, some of which nested, were at Ninepipe Refuge along with about 150 Ring-billed Gulls. An unusually late Bonaparte's Gull was at Ennis, Mont., June 11, and 2 immatures of this species were seen at Columbia Refuge, June 3 (S.A.S.). An adult was found on a small pond 23 mi. north of Ft. St. James, B. C., July 7. An estimated 250 Forster's and 75 Com. Terns were seen at Ninepipe Refuge, and a single Caspian Tern was noted at Columbia Refuge, June 3 (JA). About 20 pairs of Black Terns were observed at a marsh 8 mi. south of Vanderhoof, B. C., June 7.

Pigeons, Doves, Owls—A Band-tailed Pigeon, apparently the first for this section of Washington, was observed carefully at Indian Canyon Park in Spokane, June 16 (WH). Mourning Doves were not noted in the Prince George area this summer. A Long-eared Owl was identified along Peola Road near Clarkston, Wash., July 12 (MJP). An estimated 4 Short-eared Owls were at Ninepipe Refuge, and nests were reported at the Nat'l Bison Range. A Saw-whet Owl nest containing 2 young was found on Mission Creek at the Bison Range.

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Several Poor-will reports were received from the Dartford area just north of Spokane (S.A.S.), and a bird of this species was hit by a car along the Indian Trail Road a few miles north of that city (EM). Although listed as common at Ninepipe Refuge, Com. Nighthawk was not noted there during the summer. The Black Swift was seen at the Bison Range. Two fledgling Rufous Hummingbirds, just out of the nest, were seen at Prince George, July 9.

Woodpeckers—The Yellow-shafted Flicker was noted breeding north of Ft. St. James and at Mile 241, Alaska Highway, B. C. A pair of flickers at Baker, Oreg., forced from their nest cavity by Starlings, returned about July 5, after the site had been vacated by the intruders, and successfully reared 4 young. The male was a distinctively marked hybrid, making his identity virtually certain. After July 25, the female apparently disappeared, the male completing the rearing. One of a pair of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers nesting at Cinema, 30 mi. north of Quesnel, B. C. appeared to be pure nuchalis. The locality is north of the normal range of this race. Williamson's Sapsucker was seen on July 16 near West Yellowstone, Gallatin Co., Mont. (RAH & ET); a pair was noted nesting in the same area as last year on Huckleberry Mt., Wash. (JA); and a nesting pair was found in a Ponderosa Pine area just west of Sisters, Oreg., June 18 (TMcC). The White-headed Woodpecker was noted on 2 occasions in the mountains near Moscow, Idaho and in the Long Lake Dam area west of Spokane (IA). A Northern Three-toed Woodpecker nest found in a living aspen 40 mi. south of Prince George, B. C. contained noisy young on June 15.

Flycatchers—In the Spokane area both E. and W. Kingbirds may have experienced a decline. The former species was noted feeding young at Mile 307, Alaska Highway, near Ft. Nelson, B. C., July 26, and the latter species, although listed as common at Ninepipe Refuge, was rarely seen there. Ash-throated Flycatchers were noted on 2 occasions near Clarkston (MJP) and on June 3 at Columbia Refuge (JA).

Swallows, Jays—Tree Swallows occupied some of the Wood Duck nest boxes put out at Ninepipe Refuge. Tree Swallows were reported as common at Ft. Nelson and Barn and Cliff Swallows as common in the Prince George district. Some of the many Cliff Swallows at the Bison Range took over Barn Swallow nests, rebuilding them for their own use. Hundreds of Bank Swallows nested in sand pits north of the Spokane city limits. The Black-billed Magpie apparently has increased greatly in numbers in the Peace River area since Munro and Cowan described it as "rare" in 1947; 10 of the birds were seen on July 22-23 in the Dawson Creek area between East Pine and Mile 28, Alaska Highway. Clark's Nutcracker was noted in Bozeman until late June, suggesting possible breeding in the valley; the species also was noted in June in the lowlands near Clarkston (MJP).

Chickadees and Wrens—The Boreal Chickadee was reported as fairly common in the Ft. Nelson area. Several groups were seen in forest infected with spruce budworm at Parker Creek, Mile 241, Alaska Highway, July 24-26. The species also was noted at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash., Aug. 5 (JA). The Winter Wren was observed at the summit of Fourth of July Canyon, Highway 10, east of Coeur d' Alene, Idaho (S.A.S.); at Big Creek (RLH); and in the mountains around the Bitterroot Valley, Ravalli Co., Mont. A recently vacated nest of this species was found near Barkerville, east of Quesnel, B. C. The site was unusual: 6.5 ft. above ground, in the lower branch of a large alpine fir.

Mimic Thrushes and Thrushes—The Sage Thrasher was noted at Clarkston, July 9 (MJP). A Gray-cheeked Thrush was singing along the Manson River, 95 mi. north of Ft. St. James, B. C., July 6. Western Bluebirds were reported only from the Moscow, Idaho, and Spokane and Clarkston, Wash. areas. Mountain Bluebird success appeared to be varied. On one ranch in the foothills in the Bitterroot Valley 15 pairs nested in boxes, but of the numerous boxes distributed over the vicinity of Ninepipe Refuge, none within 3 or 4 miles was occupied by bluebirds.

Waxwings, Starlings—A pair of Bohemian Waxwings was noted building a nest in a lodgepole pine along the Manson River, 90 mi. north of Ft. St. James, July 6. Four Starlings were seen at Ft. Nelson, July 27.

Warblers—Tennessee Warblers were observed at Prince George, north of Ft. St. James and at Mile 241, Alaska Highway. The Magnolia Warbler was 
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one of the most common warblers in mixed woods at Prince George; a singing male was noted at Germansen Landing and flying young being fed by parents at Hixon, south of Prince George. Blackpoll Warblers also were noted in the Prince George district on several occasions; a parent bird was feeding flying young at Strathnaver on July 16. A group of Palm Warblers was observed and 1 young photographed at Parker Creek, Mile 241, Alaska Highway, July 24. Northern Waterthrush was seen in the Prince George district, in the Bozeman area, at St. Maries, Idaho (S.A.S.), and in the Bitterroot Valley, where an adult and a young bird were seen.

Blackbirds and Tanagers—Bobolinks were observed at the usual site near St. Marks, Idaho (WH, S.A.S.) and were abundant in the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont. (CLB, WH). The species was seen at Bozeman and 3 were seen on the Bison Range, June 11. Two pairs of Yellow-headed Blackbirds were seen at a marsh near Vanderhoof, B. C., June 7. These birds are scarce this far north. Nests and young of the Rusty Blackbird were noted at several localities in the Prince George district. A pair of Com. Grackles, which acted as if they were nesting nearby, were observed at Salmon, Idaho, June 27 (VGDaC). Young Brown-headed Cowbirds were noted being fed by Yellow Warblers at Baker, Oreg. and Prince George; by Oregon Juncos, Song Sparrows and Chipping Sparrows at Spokane (S.A.S.); and by a Brewer's Blackbird at Missoula. Large numbers of Western Tanagers were migrating in the Gallatin Valley at Bozeman June 11.

Grosbeaks, Finches—Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were common in the Ft. Nelson, B. C. area; several family groups were noted. Evening Grosbeaks were common in the valley at Bozeman until June 25, but in the Bitterroot Valley their numbers were down from previous summers. The species was noted only at higher elevations in eastern Washington and was fairly common in central British Columbia but no evidence of breeding was obtained. At Missoula, Mont. 1 male and 2 female House Finches were identified, June 17 and July 8 (RLH), and an immature specimen, believed to be the first for Montana, was taken (PLW). Pine Grosbeaks were noted at several localities around Prince George; a fledgling was seen near Germansen Landing on July 7, and the species was noted in the Bozeman area. Pine Siskins were late returning and low in numbers in the Spokane area (S.A.S.), appeared to be scarce elsewhere, but were described as common at Mile 241, Alaska Highway on July 24. A pair was feeding young in the nest at Vernon, B. C. on Apr. 10 and young were out of the nest there on Apr. 21. Red Crossbills lingered at Bozeman until June 25. A few noted in the Bitterroot Valley and around Spokane (S.A.S.) were the only reports of the species. White-winged Crossbills were noted only in a mature spruce forest near Nation River, 60 mi. north of Ft. St. James, B. C., July 7. The spruce cone crop was very sparse in this part of British Columbia this year.

Sparrows—Lark Buntings, probably breeding, were seen rather frequently through June near Three Forks and Belgrade, Mont. The Sage Sparrow was noted at Clarkston on June 14 (MJP), and 1 was seen carrying food in sagebrush in the foothills of the Bitterroot Valley. There are no breeding records for the state but the possibility is strongly suggested by these observations. Brewer's Sparrows were seen in the Clarkston area on several dates (MJP). A few White-crowned Sparrows were present in the Prince George area, and the White-throated Sparrow was common south to Quesnel and also at Ft. Nelson. In the same general area, Lincoln's Sparrow was very common at marsh edges and moist depressions in the forest. A Swamp Sparrow was observed singing at a marshy lake 7 miles west of Ft. Nelson, July 26.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).— (JA) James Acton; John G. Augsburger (assisted by William P. Bradley, Mr. & Mrs. Allan Cruickshank, Ernest W. Kraft, William L. Lamp-shire and Joseph P. Mazzoni), Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley and Ravalli Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ravalli Co., Mont.; (VGDaC) Valeria G. DaCosta; (GDeV) George DeVan; Robert M. Ellis (assisted by M. Clair Aldous and M. B. Blankenship), McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (Mrs. JTF) Mrs. J. T. Fowle; James Grant, British Columbia; (WH) Warren Hall; (RLH) Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; Loring M. Jones, Moscow, Idaho area; Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (TMcC) Tom McCamant; (EM) Eric Moore; Lowell L. Napier, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; Charles E. Osborn, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (MJP) Margaret J. Polumsky; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (JOS) John O. Sullivan; (ET) Eve Tilton; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg., area; (HW & GW) Houston & Gail Weatherly; (PLW) Philip L. Wright; (JCY) John Cameron Yrizarry.


The Nesting Season, 1967

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The spring migration continued until about the third week of June, a month which was cool and wet. This is an understatement. It was the wettest June on record—another understatement. June was the wettest month yet recorded in central Wyoming or, to put it another way, June and the early part of July were the rainiest period we have ever had. This was true of both Colorado and Wyoming and to a lesser extent of the western part of the Region. The remainder of the period was characteristically hot and dry, without rain, which is normal. Owing to the floods, water birds and shorebirds had a poor nesting season, but upland gallinaceous birds did very well. Passerines 
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had their troubles with heavy rains and didn't seem to do very well. The Region still has too few observers, and our knowledge of the distribution of birds is too fragmentary. Consequently, a mist-netting program at Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in northeastern Nevada is rewriting our knowledge of the birds of that area. A somewhat similar phenomenon is occurring at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument in central Idaho, caused merely by the presence of a competent observer. For the past nine years Pyramid Lake in western Nevada, which is fed by the Truckee River, has been drying up. This year there was a huge run-off from the Sierra snowpack, and Pyramid Lake rose to the level of 9 years ago. This was fortunate because Anaho Is., the famous rookery in the lake, would have become part of the mainland had the drying process continued (JMD).

Loons—A sighting of an adult Com. Loon and 3 apparent juveniles on Torrey Lake at the Audubon Camp of the West in the Wind River Mountains of western Wyoming (WAH) is a probable breeding record farther south and east than previously reported in the Region.

Pelicans—This year Anaho Is. in Pyramid Lake was used by 6500 adult White Pelicans, and 1500 young were produced (LDN). The White Pelican population at Malheur Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon, where the species did not breed, was 2300 birds (ELMcL). Bear River Marshes at the upper end of Great Salt Lake had 10,000 White Pelicans, which bred elsewhere (GRZ).

Geese and Ducks—A straggling Snow Goose found at. Mulligan Lake in South Park in the Colorado mountains on June 4 (RG) was unusual for that area. A Ross' Goose was seen at Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin in extreme northern California on Aug. 4 (JG). Because of early high water, Stillwater Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada experienced a drop in the breeding population of ducks, which resulted in decreased production (LDN). In contrast, Malheur Refuge produced 22,800 waterfowl this year compared with 13,000 last year, thanks to much better water conditions; at this refuge Gadwall production was up 117 percent to 8700 (38 percent of the total production), with Redheads second and Blue-winged/Cinnamon Teal third in importance (ELMcL). At Bear River Marshes breeding was very scattered because of the high water, with a production of 14,360 ducks (GRZ). Monte Vista Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado produced 18,000 ducks compared with 23,000 last year, owing to the cool moist weather, and brood sizes there were smaller (CRB). Wood Ducks were found nesting on the Carson River on the eastern slope of the Sierra in western Nevada on June 14, with 3 groups totaling 21 birds being observed (JMD).

Herons—A Green Heron found at Fish Springs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in the desert of western Utah on Aug. 6 (DMcK) was most unusual.

Eagles—A Golden Eagle nesting on a haystack at Malheur Refuge (ELMcL) also was rather unusual. We have no general statement as to how Golden Eagles fared this year except for one educated estimate for all of Wyoming that they had better than average success in rearing young this year (EP).

Grouse, Cranes—A very successful breeding season for Sage Grouse was noted in the vicinity of Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument (DLC). This species also did well in central Wyoming, particularly in an area where sagebrush had been destroyed with 2-4D (OKS). Two Sandhill Cranes spent the summer at Monte Vista Refuge; although none have nested there yet, more and more cranes have used this refuge (CRB).

Shorebirds—Two Mountain Plover nests were found near Antero Reservoir in South Park, in the mountains west of Colorado Springs, June 18 and 24 (RG); formerly this bird was much more common in Colorado.

Owls—A gray phase Screech Owl was seen on June 21 in Zion Canyon, southern Utah (BL), and another was found dead on July 10 in Logan Canyon, northeastern Utah (DMF); this bird is not often reported in Utah. A Pygmy Owl was seen at Louise Lake near the Audubon Camp of the West for the first record of this bird in the Wind River Mountains (WAH). A Saw-whet Owl was mist-netted at Ruby Lake Refuge for the first record for northeastern Nevada (DEL); another was reported in juniper-Piñon growth at Cedar City in southern Utah on July 27 (SM).

Woodpeckers—Lewis' Woodpeckers were found to be remarkably common at Craters of the Moon Nat'l Monument (DLC). A Northern Three-toed Woodpecker found nesting at Brighton, Utah, in the Wasatch Range near Salt Lake City, was almost three-fourths of a mile from pine trees (GK); usually this bird is closely associated with pines.

Flycatchers, Swallows—On July 10 a Great Crested Flycatcher was found at the Horticultural Station in Cheyenne, southeastern Wyoming (RH), a splendid trap of trees in the middle of a vast treeless prairie. This bird is accidental in Wyoming. An E. Phoebe was seen on June 5 at the Goose Egg in central Wyoming (OKS), where this bird has been casual. Purple Martins were seen at Tony Grove Lake, Logan Canyon, all June and July, but 
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nests were not found (DMF). Nine martins were present on Aug. 8 near Cedar City in southwestern Utah (SM). Martins are rare in Utah and even scarcer in the states to the east until one gets to the plains.

Mockingbirds—There was a minor invasion of this species in the Carson City—Truckee area, where they are normally scarce, and an immature bird was seen near Carson City (JMD). Ordinarily the Mockingbird is confined to southern Nevada, and there are no breeding records for central Nevada.

Warblers—The mist-netting program at Ruby Lake Refuge yielded a Myrtle Warbler, the first recorded in northeastern Nevada; a Blackpoll Warbler, the first record for the state; and a Northern Waterthrush, also a first record for the state (DEL). On June 9 a Cape May Warbler was seen in eastern Oregon sagebrush country at Malheur Refuge by the Oregon Natural History Society; this is probably the first record for the state (ELMcL).

Bobolink, Grosbeaks, Buntings, Sparrows—The large Bobolink colony present last year south of Logan, Utah was not present this year (DMF); apparently this species can be variable. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen at Sheridan in northern Wyoming, July 16-31 (TK); this species is often seen as a migrant in Wyoming but rarely in the middle of summer. A pair of Evening Grosbeaks was reported on July 5 near Bergen Park west of Denver (VR); it is suspected that these birds may have nested in the area and, if so, this would be a new station for them in Colorado. An Indigo Bunting was seen on June 21 in Zion Nat'l Park, southern Utah, where it has not been recorded previously (BL). This bird has been considered casual in Utah. Another was seen on June 6 at Goose Egg in central Wyoming, where they are probably only rare and where intergrades with the Lazuli Bunting are not too unusual (LL). Mist-netting at Ruby Lake Refuge yielded a Harris' Sparrow, the second record for northeastern Nevada, and a White-throated Sparrow, the third record for the state (DEL).

Contributors—(CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (JMD), Dr. John M. Davis; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (JG), Jeff Gilligan; (RG), Robert Gustafson; (WAH), Warren A. Hall; (RH), Robert Hanesworth; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (TK), Tom Kessinger; (LL), Lois Layton; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (BL), Barbara Lund; (DMcK), Don McKnight; (ELMcL), Eldon L. McLaury; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EP), Earl Pote; (VR), Van Remsen; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (GRZ), Gary R. Zahm.


The Nesting Season, 1967

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The summer was hotter and drier than usual throughout the entire Region for the second successive year. Western Oregon and Washington had little or no rain and generally experienced warm sunny days almost continuously after mid-June. The weather pattern thus contributed significantly to what seems to have been a successful nesting season for many species. The Columbia River system had uncommonly high waters through most of June because of a good snow pack in much of the basin. Whether the presence of snow in mountain areas usually clear before June had any effect on nesting activities is unknown. The warm dry spell was still holding at the end of the period and may account for the virtual disappearance from lowland areas of some species, particularly swallows, after Aug. 1.

Loons, Grebes—A few adult and immature Com. Loons were observed almost daily throughout June and July on salt water north of Prince Rupert, B. C. (JEVG). A late seasonal movement of Arctic and Red-throated Loons past the entrance of Tillamook Bay, Oreg., occurred on June 10 (RF & HBN). Red-throated Loons were seen almost daily from mid-June to the end of July from the Canadian oceanographic vessel "Marabell" in its working area north of Prince Rupert (JEVG). A Red-necked Grebe was seen at Cougar Bay, Princess Royal Is., B. C., June 3 (JEVG). Four individuals of this species were found on Lake Terrell near Bellingham, Wash. on the early date of Aug. 7 (TRW). Several thousand non-breeding W. Grebes were on Bellingham Bay on June 1; by mid-July, about 60 birds remained (TRW). Eight birds of this species on July 12 in Portland Inlet north of Prince Rupert (JEVG) were the only ones seen from the "Mara-bell" during the report period.

Albatrosses, Shearwaters and Petrels—Fifteen Black-footed Albatrosses were seen during the morning of July 26 on Queen Charlotte Sound, B. C.; 6 more were noted about noon of Aug. 7 at the mouth of the Strait of Juan de Fuca (JEVG). Nineteen Fulmars were on Queen Charlotte Sound, July 26; most were intermediate phase birds; another was seen on Aug. 7 at the mouth of the Strait of Juan de Fuca (JEVG). In late July 5000 Sooty Shearwaters were observed off Tofino, B. C. on the ocean side of Vancouver Is. (Wayne Campbell, fide DS); up to 3000 birds per hour milled past the north jetty of the Columbia River on Aug. 5 (RF & HBN). Goodwill saw comparatively limited numbers of this species from the "Marabell" at the end of July while en route from Princess Royal Is. to Victoria. Numbers of Fork-tailed Petrels were on the ocean 2 and 3 miles off Yaquina Bay, near Newport, Oreg. on Aug. 12 (WT). Both Fork-tailed and Leach's Petrels were found breeding on Cleland Is. off Tofino (DS) during the report period.

Herons, Waterfowl—Great Blue Herons were said to have had a successful breeding season in northern Washington (ES, TRW); from 1 to 3 birds a week were seen from coastal waters of northern British Columbia during the period (JEVG). Before July 15, Green Herons were found at Portland, Bay City, Salem, Sutherlin, and above Gold Ray Dam on the Rogue River, all in Oregon; the individuals at Anacortes on July 30 (TRW), at Issaquah on Aug. 7, and at Long Branch on Aug. 9 (ES), all in Washington, were probably post-breeding northward wanderers. A pair of Am. Bitterns nested on Sauvie Is., Oreg. (Norman Minnick, fide HBN). Up to 9 Canada Geese were seen repeatedly at Portland Inlet, B. C., in mid-June (JEVG); a lone (Cackling) Canada Goose summered at Bellingham (TRW); 20 of the Great Basin race were at Sauvie Is. on July 20 (HBN). Six Black Brant were seen at the entrance to Tillamook Bay on June 10 (RF & HBN). Three White-fronted Geese flew over Chatham Sound, B. C., on July 8 (JEVG); an adult was on Sauvie Is. on June 3 in company with an immature Snow Goose (JG, RK & HBN). Ducks nesting along non-diked reaches of the Willamette and Columbia Rivers were flooded out by June's high water; Mallards were the principal victims. Two Gadwall nests were found on Iona Is., B. C. but were later abandoned (Madelon Schouten). Young Gadwalls were seen at Seattle on July 2 (VEC); a pair of adults was found in Portland's Delta Park on June 10 (JG & RK). A Blue-winged Teal was seen on Sauvie Is., June 3; conceivably it was the same bird seen 12 days later at Delta Park (HBN). A few Cinnamon Teal spent the breeding season in the Portland area, although no signs of nesting were observed. A Shoveler was still at Sauvie Is., June 3, but was not subsequently seen (HBN). Three Wood Duck broods were observed during the 1967 breeding season in the Courtenay, B. C. area (DS). Two adult and 7 young Ring-necked Ducks at Trillium Lake on Mount Hood on Aug. 14 (HBN) were evidence of successful nesting there again this year. Barrow's Goldeneye again nested successfully at Lost Lake 
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on Oregon's Santiam Pass (WT). Goodwill found Harlequin Ducks along the northern British Columbia coast almost daily in June and July; by late June family groups were in evidence and after July 1 several groups of between 20 and 40 were seen. Single birds and groups of up to 12 White-winged Scoters were seen along the British Columbia coast during June and July. The same was true of Surf Scoters except that flocks of more than 100 birds were seen on several occasions; the flock of over 200 Surf Scoters at Portland Inlet on July 19 and other good-sized flocks seen on subsequent dates may have been post-breeding flocks of adults, birds of the year, or family groups. On Aug. 4 and 5 migrating flocks of both species were seen moving southward through the Straits of Georgia, B. C. (DS). A pair of Ruddy Ducks were convoying 7-week-old young at Delta Park on July 20 (JG, RK & HBN). Five half-grown young Com. Mergansers were in the Cascades east of Seattle on July 12 (VEC); more than 10 individuals of this species were seen in late July and early August at 2 widely separated points on Oregon's Santiam River (WT; JG RK & HBN).

Vultures and Hawks—Turkey Vultures were thought to be more abundant than in the past at Courtenay on the east side of Vancouver Is. (DS). Red-tailed Hawks nested successfully at several places in the Willamette Valley. Golden Eagles were noted several times in the Medford, Oreg. area during June (OS); an immature of this species was at Lopez Is. in the San Juans on July 8 (TRW). All known traditional Bald Eagle nesting sites along the Oregon coast were used this year (James Anderson, fide HBN). Goodwill's detailed reports of Bald Eagle sightings along the northern British Columbia coast for the period cover 6 pages; although it is impossible to offer a precise count, a conservative summary would estimate about 15 adults and 10 immatures in the Jorgensen Harbour area, about 20 adults and 10 immatures in the vicinity of Portland Inlet north of Prince Rupert and about 10 birds equally divided between adults and immatures in the Prince Rupert to Port Simpson areas; several aeries containing nestling birds were observed. Vance reports seeing 50 Bald Eagles in the Prince Rupert area on June 26. Marsh Hawks summered in the Whatcom and Skagit County areas of northern Washington in more than usual numbers (TRW); a pair fledged 2 young on Thackaberry's farm near Lebanon, Oreg., on their second nesting attempt. Ospreys apparently nested at Lake Whatcom near Bellingham and on Lopez Is. in the San Juans (TRW); birds were seen along the Willamette River and at Diamond Lake in Oregon during the nesting period; Goodwill reported 3 sightings along the coast of British Columbia. A Peregrine Falcon was observed at Victoria, B. C., July 9 (ARD), and a Pigeon Hawk was at Miracle Beach, Vancouver Is., Aug. 10 (DS). Sparrow Hawks seemingly had good nesting success in the Willamette Valley.

Rails, Shorebirds—By broadcasting taped rail calls over 2 marshes in Portland and at Sauvie Is. on Aug. 2, 28 Virginia Rails were counted (JG, RK & HBN); 4 Soras also responded. Two nests of the Black Oystercatcher were found in the vicinity of Portland Inlet, B. C., in mid-June (JEVG). A pair of Semipalmated Plovers nested at Iona Is., B. C. (Madelon Schouten, fide TRW); this is south of the species' usual breeding range on the Pacific coast. By the end of July small groups of Semipalmated Plover migrants were at Blaine and Anacortes, Wash.; at Miracle Beach; and at Sauvie Is. Two pairs of Snowy Plovers had 5 young on June 5 at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., (WT), where the species also nested last year. Killdeer numbers on salt water at Bellingham in July (TRW) and in the Willamette Valley indicated a successful season. An Am. Golden Plover was reported from Victoria, B. C., on July 27 (ARD). Surfbirds had returned there by July 6 while a Ruddy Turnstone was found there on July 19 (ARD). The first returning Black Turnstones were at Blaine on July 23 (TRW). The uncommonly dry weather is suspected to have had adverse effects on the nesting success of Com. Snipe (HBN & WT). Four Whimbrels were at Blaine on July 23 (TRW). Several very young Spotted Sandpipers from 2 nests were seen at Seattle on July 3 (VEC). Wandering Tattlers were at Victoria, July 28 (ARD); at the north jetty of the Columbia River, Aug. 5 (RF & HBN); and at Depoe Bay, Aug. 13 (Irving Curran). A Greater Yellowlegs was seen in Portland on June 14 (JG & RK); 4 birds were at Bellingham, July 2 (TRW), and one was at Agate Lake, near Medford on July 9 (OS). A flock of Knots was flying over the ocean 2 or 3 miles from shore at Newport, Oreg. on Aug. 12 (WT). Least Sandpipers first reappeared in the Region on July 9 at Agate Lake, where 35 were present by July 22 (OS); by the latter date the species was present in small numbers at favored localities in the rest of the Region. Two Long-billed Dowitchers were at Agate Lake as early as July 9; one was seen there on July 22 (OS); 6 appeared on July 23 at Marietta, Wash., where small groups were still being seen at the end of the period (TRW). Several hundred W. Sandpipers were at Blaine on July 2, with numbers building up to thousands by the end of the period (TRW); over 100 individuals were flocked at Agate Lake on July 9 (OS); the species was widespread in the Region by the end of the report period. Four Sanderlings at Leadbetter Point, Wash. on Aug. 5 were the first reports of returning individuals of this species (RF & HBN). Wilson's Phalarope nested on Iona Is., B. C. (Madelon Schouten, fide TRW), and at Hoover Lakes, near Medford (OS); 9 birds were at Iona Is. on Aug. 5 (John B. Anderton). One bird was at Sauvie Is., Aug. 12 (HBN). Northern Phalaropes were noted regularly along the coast of northern British Columbia after July 8 in groups of from 8 to 100 (JEVG); individuals were at Victoria by July 15 (ARD) and were widely scattered on northern Washington and southern British Columbia waters by the first week in August.

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns—A well-observed Long-tailed Jaeger flew southward over the east end of Portland Inlet, B. C., on June 15 (JEVG); this 
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constitutes a rather southerly record for this species on that date. On Protection Is., near Port Townsend, Wash. banded totals of Glaucous-winged Gulls were about normal with some 1200 birds banded, indicating that the breeding colony was relatively undisturbed. On Colville Is., off Lopez Is. in the San Juans, only 600 young—less than half the regular number—were found and banded; disturbance apparently resulted in simple failure of the birds to produce eggs and young. On a rock off Waldron Is. in the northern San Juans where 300 to 400 adults were seen, one live chick and hundreds of dead young indicated an ill-timed and disturbing landing or series of landings made by boaters (TRW, ES). Goodwill saw small numbers of Glaucous-winged Gulls in June and July along the coast of British Columbia. He also saw occasional Herring Gulls, the maximum being 35 along Broughton Strait in the evening of July 26. California Gulls appeared first at Seattle (ES) and at Bellingham (TRW) on July 23; a flock of 50 sub-adult California and 50 sub-adult Ring-billed Gulls was on Sauvie Is., June 28 (HBN). One of the flight routes used both by California and Ring-billed Gulls to the coast from the interior after the breeding season is down the Columbia River; groups were seen coming through the Columbia Gorge repeatedly during July (HBN). A lone sub-adult California Gull was at Port Simpson, B. C., June 20-21 (JEVG); 50 individuals were at the mouth of Gold River, west side of Vancouver Is., Aug. 11 (JEVG). Mew Gulls appeared at Bellingham on July 23 (TRW) and at Seattle on Aug. 8 (ES). Goodwill saw many Mew and Bonaparte's Gulls—both adult and immature—along the coast of British Columbia in June and July; 500 of the latter were seen along Discovery Passage on July 27. As early as July 1, 200 Bonaparte's Gulls were at Bellingham (TRW), while on Aug. 9, 2000 were at Prince Rupert (HRV). A single bird was at Oysterville on Willapa Bay, Wash. Aug. 5 (RF & HBN). Immature Franklin's Gulls again appeared in the Bellingham area; the first was at Bellingham on Aug. 5 and single birds were at Blaine, Ladner, and Iona Is. on Aug. 13 (TRW). Three adult Heermann's Gulls were at the entrance to Tillamook Bay on the early date of June 10 (RF & HBN); this species first appeared at Victoria on July 9 (ARD) and in early August hundreds were roosting on islets off of Tofino, B. C. (Wayne Campbell, fide DS). Four Black-legged Kittiwakes were at the mouth of Tillamook Bay on June 10 (RF & HBN). On June 3 there were 21 Com. Terns at Blaine, on June 21 there were 15, on July 23 there were 25, and on Aug. 13 there were more than 200 (TRW). Good numbers of this species were on Puget Sound in early August (ES). Single Caspian Terns were seen at Miracle Beach, Vancouver Is., during July (DS); the species evidently bred again on the southwest Washington coast.

Alcids—Common Murres were numerous on Puget Sound in early August (ES); over 300 flew north past the Columbia River mouth on Aug. 5 (RF & HBN). Single individuals were encountered off the northern British Columbia coast in June and July; several hundred were on the ocean northwesterly of the Strait of Juan de Fuca on Aug. 7 (JEVG). Pigeon Guillemots were encountered on coastal waters of northern British Columbia in numbers up to 5 in a day during June and July; one flying over the water north of Port Simpson on the morning of July 9 was carrying a small fish in its bill (JEVG). Marbled Murrelets in breeding dress were encountered daily by the "Marabell" in Portland Inlet and on Chatham Sound during June and July (JEVG). More than 400 Cassin's Auklets were counted northwest of the Strait of Juan de Fuca on Aug. 7 in a 13-mile stretch some 3 or 4 miles to sea (JEVG); none had been seen north of the northern tip of Vancouver Is. during June and July. Rhinoceros Auklets reportedly nested on Cleland Is. off Tofino, B. C. along with about 30 pairs of Tufted Puffins (Wayne Campbell and David Stirling). Rhinoceros Auklets were commonly seen on the coastal waters of northern British Columbia during June and July (JEVG) and up to 200 were seen in July around Victoria (ARD); by early August a few were to be found on Puget Sound (ES).

Pigeons, Owls—Band-tailed Pigeons evidently enjoyed good nesting success in northwestern Oregon and in the vicinity of Victoria. Mourning Doves also seem to have had a successful nesting season, at least in the northern Willamette Valley. Burrowing Owls were again in the vicinity where successful nesting has been carried on in the past at Eagle Point, Oreg., (Anne Briggs, fide OS). A pair of Long-eared Owls nested by May 1 in an abandoned Cooper's Hawk nest near Lebanon (WT).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Common Nighthawks evidently nested on building roofs in Seattle, Portland, and Roseburg, Oreg. and in more natural habitat such as gravel bars along the Santiam River this year; between 20 and 30 were feeding over Lost Lake on the Santiam Pass on July 31 (WT). Vaux's Swifts were rarely seen in northern Oregon and southern Washington this season; 5 young about a week old were discovered at Kirkland, Wash., July 17 (ES); 15 were over Trillium Lake on Mount Hood, Aug. 14 (RK & HBN). Most 8` Rufous Hummingbirds had seemingly departed the Seattle and Puget Sound areas by late July (ES). Two adults and 3 fully grown young Allen's Hummingbirds were watched at the summit of Dead Indian Road east of Ashland, Oreg. on July 3 (JH & OS). A pair of Calliope Hummingbirds nested west of Medford; young were seen in the nest on July 9 and had fledged by July 24 (OS).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—Acorn Woodpeckers extended their breeding range a few miles beyond previous limits when a pair nested successfully about 6 miles northeast of Lebanon, Oreg., (WT). About 35 Lewis' Woodpeckers were in a loose flock south of Ashland, Oreg. on July 31 (JH & OS). Adult Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were observed feeding young on Sauvie Is., June 3 (JG, RK & HBN), and near Tacoma on June 11 (VEC). Western Kingbirds were more numerous than usual in southern 
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Oregon (OS). A remarkable report is that of the finding of an E. Phoebe nest on July 31 near the base of Pilot Rock at 5000 ft. elevation in the Siskiyou Mtns. south of Ashland (JH & OS). The nest was 5 feet off the ground in a bush, was made of fibers and contained 1 egg and 2 nestlings; the nestlings were being fed by both parents and the observers guessed they should fledge within a few days. Traill's Flycatchers did not appear in the Seattle area until June 11 (ES); they were considered to be present in good numbers in the Willamette Valley. Western Flycatchers remained very scarce in northwestern Oregon and perhaps, judging by the absence of reports, elsewhere as well. Western Wood Pewees were likewise thought to be considerably below normal numbers in northwestern Oregon, but Olive-sided Flycatchers seemed more than usually abundant in that area.

Larks, Swallows—A Horned Lark too young to fly on Aug. 5 south of Albany, Oreg., suggests a very late nesting ( WT). Violet-green Swallows fledged young the first week in July at Seattle (VEC, ES); nesting numbers in Oregon seemed reduced for no readily explainable reason; there were virtually none to be found in the lowlands by the end of July. A fully albino bird of this species was reported from west of Portland in early July (fide HBN). Tree Swallows had a good nesting season in Oregon and Washington, but by the end of July this species also was scarce. Barn Swallows, however, were very much in evidence throughout the Region during the whole report period, with large numbers particularly at Bellingham (TRW) and along the coast. Cliff Swallows had many young in the air by early July in the Seattle area; the species enjoyed good nesting success in western Oregon also; with the advent of August numbers were greatly reduced. Purple Martins were down, not utilizing several known nesting areas or appearing in reduced numbers.

Magpies, Ravens, Titmice, Nuthatches, Wrentit—Nine Black-billed Magpies appeared together in Portland in mid-June (Lucille Higgins, fide HBN); one was in Ashland on June 3 (JH & OS). A pair of Com. Ravens was suspected of nesting in the Lebanon area this season (WT). Black-capped, Mountain and Chestnut-backed Chickadees all experienced good breeding success this year; as did the Com. Bushtit. Red-breasted Nuthatches were abundant in forested mountain regions of western Oregon. A Wrentit at Eugene, Oreg., on July 23 (Gerald Morsello) is noteworthy, as the species is virtually never found away from the coast.

Wrens, Mimids—House Wrens, uncommon anyway in the Willamette Valley, were even less evident this year; elsewhere they were unmentioned. Long-billed Marsh Wrens could be found in expectable locations in northwestern Oregon but seemed strangely reduced or missing in the Seattle area. A Mockingbird was discovered at Victoria about June 1; it subsequently built a nest and laid 4 eggs that, after 3 weeks, were collected by the Provincial Museum. Only the single bird was seen (A. R. Davidson and Ralph Fryer). Six pairs of Catbirds nested in Pitt Meadows, B. C. this summer (Madelon Schouten, fide TRW). A California Thrasher near Medford may constitute the first record for this species in Oregon; the bird first appeared on July 20 at the feeders of Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Sheered on the western edge of the Rogue River Valley adjacent to chaparral covered foothills. It was still present at the end of the report period (JH & OS).

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Waxwings, Starlings—Last year what seemed to be reduced numbers of nesting Robins was tentatively attributed to uncommonly dry weather. This year was even dryer and yet the general impression is that Robins have been highly prolific. Western Bluebirds are reported as "holding their own" in the Medford area, with at least 7 breeding pairs on Roxy Anne Butte (OS). An active nest was found in the Cascades east of Seattle on June 27 (VEC); a single bird on June 24 at Victoria (ARD) is the only British Columbia report of this species. An estimated 3 pairs of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers nested on Roxy Ann Butte; a nest was found on June 10; fledged young being fed by an adult were seen on June 27 (OS). Cedar Waxwings were abundant in the Bellingham area (TRW) and were common in northwestern Oregon. Starlings continue to increase west of the Cascades during the breeding season but do not approach the numbers present in the winter, particularly in the Portland area; 5000 were estimated at Smithers, B. C. on Aug. 15 (HRV).

Vireos, Warblers—An adult Hutton's Vireo accompanied by several young birds was observed on July 2 at Victoria (ARD); individuals were present at Miracle Beach Park all summer (DS). Red-eyed Vireos were reported nesting "again" this summer on the N. Fork of the Stillaguamish River, east of Arlington, Wash. (TRW); a pair apparently defending territory was seen on the northeast side of Mount Hood 6 miles south of Parkdale along Route 35 on July 22 (HBN); 2 to 3 pairs were again found along Crabtree Creek east of Lebanon (WT); a nesting pair was found along the Rogue River at Foster Creek on June 24 (OS). A Nashville Warbler was found at Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood, Aug. 14 (RK & HBN). Yellow Warblers were thought to be reduced in numbers at Portland and were "extremely scarce" in the Eugene area (Gerald Morsello). Four Black-throated Gray Warblers at Miracle Beach Park in early August were noteworthy as the species is scarce on Vancouver Is. (DS). A pair of Townsend's Warblers were feeding 2 fledglings near Garibaldi, Oreg. on July 12 (Stirling Anderson, fide HBN). Twelve Hermit Warblers on Larch Mountain east of Portland, June 11 (JG) indicate that this is still one of the best places in the Region to be sure of finding this species during the breeding season. Yellowthroats seemed reduced in numbers at their usual summertime haunts in the Portland area. Yellow-breasted Chats were very much in evidence in the Lebanon area this summer and were still engaging in night-time singing as late as Aug. 10 (WT).

Blackbirds, Orioles, Finches—A colony of about a dozen Yellow-headed Blackbirds on Sauvie Is. raised a few young (HBN). A single bird of this

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 21, Number 5  599

species was seen at Lake Lytle in Rockaway, Oreg., June 10 (RE & HBN); another was at Sutherlin, Oreg. on June 29 (JG). Over 200 Tricolored Blackbirds were seen near Eagle Point, Oreg. on June 6 (Carl Richardson, fide OS). Bullock's Orioles had a good nesting season on Sauvie Is. (JG & RK). Young Brown-headed Cowbirds were much in evidence in Seattle by late July (ES); at Bellingham and at Portland there seemed to be fewer young than in the last few years but at Terrace, B. C. the species seems to be increasing (HRV). Black-headed Grosbeaks had young out of the nest at Seattle, July 14 (VEC); the species was regarded as very common in the Lebanon area this summer (WT). Lazuli Buntings were fewer in number than last year along the Columbia River bottoms near Portland (HBN). Evening Grosbeaks again nested in the Pittock Bird Sanctuary at Portland; small flocks containing 6 or 8 birds were seen on every trip into the Cascades east of Portland (HBN). A flock showed up at Miracle Beach, Vancouver Is., where Evening Grosbeaks have been virtually absent for 2 years. Cassin's Finches above Timberline Lodge early in August had few young birds among them, but several adults were seen carrying food, indicating late fledging (HBN). House Finches were regarded as common and increasing on Vancouver Is. (DS); breeding success at Seattle was good also (ES). American Goldfinches were abundant in northwestern Oregon and in the Bellingham area this summer. Lesser Goldfinches seem to have had a good nesting season in the Willamette Valley. A Lawrence's Goldfinch was seen near Medford on June 7 (JH); the species has been seen in this vicinity at least one other time in the last 10 years. Although Red Crossbills were scarce on Vancouver Is. (DS), a flock of 38 was netted and banded on Lopez Is., July 8 (Zella Schultz, fide TRW) and small flocks were encountered in the central Oregon Cascades after mid-July.

Sparrows—A male Lark Bunting in breeding dress was found on June 13 near Marietta, Wash. (James Duemmel, fide TRW); it was carefully studied by an observer reported to be both experienced and familiar with the species. The record is a probable first for the State of Washington. Many young Oregon Juncos were found again this August above timberline on Mount Hood (HBN). An albino Chipping Sparrow was reported from Medford, July 16 (Mrs. L. Crocker, fide OS). Six Lincoln's Sparrows in full song were discovered on July 15 in a marsh near Hoodoo Ski Bowl in Oregon's Santiam Pass (JG & HBN).

Contributors— (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JEVG) J. E. V. Goodwill; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl.
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