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Autumn Migration, 1965

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

The latter half of August in the Region was almost uniformly cool and wet after a summer of a similar nature. September continued this trend in western Montana and southwestern Alberta. C. J. Henry at Charlo, Mont. described the month as the coldest in the history of the state and precipitation at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, was over twice the normal amount. Reports
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from Missoula and Stevensville followed the same pattern. Localities in eastern Washington, northeastern Oregon and southern British Columbia, however, generally experienced cool, dry conditions during September. October was rather uniformly warm and very dry over the entire Region. Spokane's average temperature for the month was only about 1° lower than for September and only .05 in. of precipitation fell (normal is 1.57 in.). Missoula received one-sixth the normal amount of moisture. November continued mild. In Montana precipitation approached normal, but farther west conditions were rather dry. A cooling trend near the end of the month brought light snow to extreme eastern Washington and western Montana. However, the snow had melted from the valleys and frozen waters had thawed by the end of the month. Such abnormal weather patterns could be expected to have important effects upon bird movements and apparently they did. In the Okanagan Valley in southern British Columbia the occurrence of several species (White-throated and Harris' Sparrows, Magnolia and Myrtle Warblers) that normally migrate east of the Rockies might be explained by the very cold, snowy weather during September in the Great Plains, according to Jim Grant. On the other hand, scarcity of winter visitors in the Okanagan was supposedly the result of lack of snow and cold there. Rather contradictory was the fact that some winter visitors from the north arrived early in eastern Washington. East of the Continental Divide Werner and Hilde Hesse commented that the severe snow storm on Sept. 25 and 26 in the Calgary area of southwestern Alberta undoubtedly accelerated the migration. In the Bozeman, Mont. area it was believed that continuing mild weather caused a large number of late departures and Frank Kenney at Ninepipe Refuge, Charlo, Mont. noted that the warm, sunny fall delayed the migration of some species, particularly geese, to an unusually late date. A few notable concentrations of birds deserve special mention, since such happenings are scarce in the Region. In the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont., Opal Faust saw flocks of warblers plus nuthatches, Evening Grosbeaks and Red Crossbills, Aug. 28, after over a week of cool, damp weather. In the same general area Carol Boyd saw, on about 1 acre of land, an almost unbelievable concentration of birds, Sept. 6, after about 2 weeks of cool, wet weather. It included Chipping Sparrows ("thousands"), Oregon Juncos, Audubon's and Wilson's Warblers (all in hundreds), flocks of Robins, 24 Downy Woodpeckers, plus smaller numbers of 13 other species, including several other warbler species. On the same day on Salmo Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. Jim Acton found an impressive number of migrants, mainly Water Pipits, Audubon Warblers, White-crowned Sparrows and Lapland Longspurs. Skies there were clear to slightly cloudy that day. An impressive number of species that normally are rare or uncommon migrants showed up in abnormally high numbers. At Ennis Lake in Montana the huge shorebird numbers apparently were tied to low water levels, as the reservoir had been drained in the summer and did not refill until mid-October. Shorebird migration at Missoula was rich in number of species but normal in volume. Several species of sandpipers repeatedly appeared in residential areas there, around puddles.

Loons, Pelicans—The Common Loon was especially numerous in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks, Montana area, with a peak of 70 on Nov. 17 and 20 still present on Nov. 21, both late dates. A single bird was at Okanagan Landing near Vernon, B. C. on Nov. 30 (HO). The influx of loons at Ennis, Mont. brought two new state records, both on the same day, Nov. 17: a Red-throated Loon and an Arctic Loon. White Pelicans were noted in uncommonly large numbers in eastern Washington. At least 80 were seen on Aug. 31 at the Potholes Reservoir, Moses Lake, Grant Co. (JA) and a peak of 71 occurred on Oct. 2 at McNary Refuge, Burbank.

Waterfowl—Numbers in this category appeared to be fairly high for the end of November, due to reopening of waters which froze during the Thanksgiving period. Migration peaks at Turnbull Refuge occurred about October 15 and November 15, with geese numbering nearly 3000 and ducks, 30,000. Of these, Mallards were estimated at 14,000 and Pintail and Am. Widgeon, 3000 each. At November's end, goldeneyes numbered around 6000, mostly Common. Up to 17 Trumpeter Swans were seen in extreme southern British Columbia; this maximum occurred at Vaseaux Lake on Nov. 20 (SC). The species was observed as usual at Ennis, Mont. Canada Geese showed the greatest numbers at McNary Refuge, 11,400 at November's end. The Lesser peaked at 6000 on Nov. 13 at Columbia Refuge, Othello, Wash. At least 4 Cackling Geese, rare in the Region, were noted at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 17 (JA & WH) and 1 or more on Nov. 13 (S.A.S.). Ten White-fronted Geese were at McNary Refuge the last week of October. Mallards, as usual the most abundant duck, peaked in mid-November as follows: Columbia Refuge, 50,000; McNary Refuge, 49,600, and Ninepipe 
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Refuge, Charlo, Mont., 75,000. Am. Widgeon showed a peak of 20,000 at Ninepipe in October. Fifty Wood Ducks were at McNary Refuge until early October. Among the rarities the Oldsquaw deserves emphasis, for it appeared in no less than three localities, McNary Refuge (3), Shuswap Lake near Vernon, B. C. (6) (BAS) and Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (9, the largest concentration ever noted in Eastern Washington) (WH, Mr. & Mrs. SOS). White-winged Scoters were noted at Banks Lake (S.A.S.) and McNary Refuge and 2 were collected at Lake Helena near Helena, Mont. on Oct. 12 (JJG). Single Surf Scoters were seen at Banks Lake (JA, S.A.S.), Spokane (WH) and at Ennis, Mont. The latter is the second record for the area and 1 of very few for the state.

Hawks—Two winter visitants, the Goshawk and the Peregrine Falcon, were sighted more times than usually. One of the former species at Columbia Refuge, Nov. 14, was the first ever recorded there (PAL & RA) and 1 at Spokane was noteworthy (JA). One was seen in the mountains west of Bend, Oreg. (AB) and the species was noted at Baker, Oreg., the Bison Range and at Pablo, Lake Co., Mont. (FLK). An adult Red-tailed Hawk at Coldstream throughout November furnished 1 of very few winter records for the Vernon, B. C. area. Two Swainson's Hawks were identified near Stevensville, Mont. on Nov. 29.

Gallinaceous Birds—Most reporting localities indicated that California Quail, Ring-necked Pheasant, Chukar and Gray Partridge were definitely down in numbers. However, the 3 or 4 coveys at the abandoned airport south of Missoula, Mont. appeared still to be holding their own in the face of continued urban development. Thirty-three Turkeys were sighted just south of Turnbull Refuge (JAD). Fifteen of the birds were planted there in February, 1964. Only small numbers of Sandhill Crane were observed passing over Columbia Refuge. One juvenile was at Ninepipe Refuge in September. A report of a flock of birds fitting the description of Whooping Cranes, passing over Bozeman, Mont., Sept. 17 or 18, though not confirmed by any other observers, is here included on the chance that it might be correlated with other reports of that species (MS).

Shorebirds—An impressive number of Am. Golden Plover sightings was reported. A flock of about 20 stayed several days, Sept. 15 to about Sept. 20, at the village of Nakusp on Upper Arrow Lake, southern British Columbia. Singles were seen at Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 12 and 20 and Oct. 5 (JA, WH) and 3 were seen at Turnbull Refuge, Oct. 9. One was carefully identified near Sinclair Pass, Kootenay Nat'l Park, B. C. at about 4600 ft. altitude, after a heavy snowstorm, Sept. 26 (WH & HH). A single bird was noted at Belgrade, Mont. on Oct. 10 and 16. A Black-bellied Plover at Reardan, Wash. on Aug. 14 was in almost completely adult plumage (S.A.S.). A Long-billed Curlew was noted at Missoula, where it is very rare in fall, on Sept. 6. A Ruddy Turnstone was observed at Reardan, Sept. 19 and 20 (WH, JA). A Solitary Sandpiper noted at Baker, Oreg. was Ann Ward's second record for the area. An unusual number of Greater Yellowlegs was present in November and early December at Columbia Refuge, perhaps because of the mild weather. Shorebird migration in the Bozeman–Three Forks–Ennis, Mont. area was impressive in numbers if not in species. Up to 500 Greater and 100 Lesser Yellowlegs were at Ennis Lake on Aug. 22. Baird's Sandpiper numbered 600 on Sept. 19. Two Stilt Sandpipers were noted there on the same date and 15 were at Belgrade on the late date of Oct. 3. One of this species at Missoula, Sept. 27 and 28, provided Hand's first record for the area and probably is the third for Montana west of the Divide. At Reardan, Wash. the birds appeared in unusual numbers: 5 on Aug. 24 and 7 on the 27th (JA). A Knot was present at Reardan, Wash., Sept. 26 (JA). Two hundred Western Sandpipers were noted at Reardan on Aug. 14 and a Marbled Godwit, a rare migrant in eastern Washington, was seen there on Aug. 27 (JA). Single Sanderlings were at Reardan on Aug. 31 and Sept. 12; the earlier one still had about half its breeding plumage (JA). Two were at Ennis on Sept. 19. Two late Am. Avocet records were of a bird at Reardan on Sept. 19 (WH) and 1 at Missoula, Sept. 13-15. Some remained through September at Ninepipe Refuge. The last in the Bozeman area were on Sept. 19.

Gulls, Terns—The most unusual gull record was of an immature Mew Gull at Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Oct. 17 (JA & WH). It is a rare migrant in eastern Washington. The Common Tern was seen in unusual numbers at two locations in eastern Washington: 28 at the Potholes Reservoir near Moses Lake, Aug. 31 (JA) and 21 at Lenore Lake, Grant Co. Sept. 2 (WH). Two adults and an immature were seen at Frembd Lake, Princeton District, southern British Columbia, Aug. 26. An Ancient Murrelet, slightly decomposed, was found, Nov. 11, near Long Lake Dam just west of Spokane, Wash. (DD), the second record for eastern Washington.

Owls—A Hawk Owl was seen at close range at 7700 ft. on Mt. Abbott, Glacier Nat'l Park, British Columbia on July 25 (KG). This is the second sighting by this observer in recent years and suggests that the species may breed near timberline in the Selkirk Mountains. The Barred Owl, first reported for the Vernon, B. C. area in Spring, 1963 in this regional report and again in Summer, 1965 (see AFN 17:420; 19 :565)—this second report should have been given more emphasis by your regional editor—again was found in that area. An immature bird was killed by traffic on a logging road 5 miles north of Sugar Lake, Vernon District, Aug. 19 and a male, believed to be immature, was killed by traffic on Highway 6, 2 miles east of Vernon, Nov. 17. Much more surprising, however, was a Barred Owl at Blue-slide, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Oct. 2. Constituting the first record for the state, it was observed at close range through a multi-power scope and binoculars for a half hour (JA & WH). A Great Gray Owl, traffic-killed, was picked up about 25 miles west of Calgary, Alta., Oct. 25 (RW). Short-eared Owls were scantily reported. A Saw-whet Owl was noted at Spokane on Oct. 19 (JA).

Nighthawks, Swifts—A hundred Common Night-hawks 
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were observed at Baker, Oreg. on Sept. 1. Several late dates were reported: Spokane, Sept. 23, Hall's latest ever recorded; Charlo, Mont., Sept. 21 (CJH); Stevensville, Mont., Sept. 21, and the Bozeman area, Oct. 3. Also at Bozeman, Aug. 15 was late for the last White-throated Swift, as were the dates, Sept. 19-21 for a small flight (5-9 birds) at Missoula, for Vaux's Swift. Fifteen of the latter were noted at Salmon Creek, Baker, Oreg. area on Sept. 3.

Woodpeckers—A Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen near Kalamalka Lake near Vernon, B. C., Oct. 23 and 1 was at a feeder in Spokane on Nov. 25 (JA). Two White-headed Woodpeckers were observed near Dishman, Wash. on Dec. 5 (DB, fide PK) and another was seen at Naramata, just north of Penticton, B. C. (Mrs. CR). A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was seen in Baker, Oreg., Sept. 21 and a Northern Three-toed was found on two occasions on Salmo Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (S.A.S.; JA & WH).

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays—Two Western Wood Pewees at Baker on Sept. 20 furnished a late date there. September 17 for the Bozeman area (RAH) and Sept. 21 at Stevensville also appear to be rather late dates for the species. Some 20 Violet-green Swallows at Spokane on Sept. 19 were late stayers (WH) and a Bank Swallow at Reardan on Oct. 3 was very late (JA). September 27 appears to be quite late for the 2 Tree Swallows seen at Swan Lake, near Vernon, B. C. The sighting of Piñon Jays in the Bitterroot Valley near Stevensville, Mont. has been confirmed by the taking of a specimen, apparently the first record for the area (MG). An albinistic Black-billed Magpie, all cream-colored and white, was seen near Vernon, B. C. (JC). A flock of about 30 Common Crows was seen on Nov. 29 near 150 Mile House, Cariboo District, surprisingly far north for this date. No snow was present but there had been sub-zero temperatures. Flocks of 25-30 were still present around Stevensville, Mont. at November's end.

Chickadees, Nuthatches—About 25 Boreal Chickadees were observed at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Aug. 20 (WH & LLaF) and at least 8, Sept. 6, in the same area (JA). A Chestnut-backed Chickadee visited a feeding station near Vernon, B. C. for about 2 weeks in early November (JTF). White-breasted Nuthatches were abundant from Aug. 28 through Sept. 10 around Stevensville, Mont. and then decreased to normal numbers. Red-breasted Nuthatches were clearly increasing from the low point of 1962, when they almost disappeared, in the Okanagan region of southern British Columbia.

Wrens, Thrushes—The Cañon Wren was noted, Sept. 19 (late) at the old nesting cliffs along the Madison River west of Bozeman. Practically no Robins remained by the end of November. A few were reported for the Stevensville and Bozeman areas. A heavy night migration of Swainson's Thrushes was detected, Sept. 30, in the Bozeman area and the last record was for Oct. 3 (late). A very late Mountain Bluebird was at Creston, Wash. on Nov. 13 (S.A.S.). 

Kinglets, Waxwings—A late Ruby-crowned Kinglet was noted at Baker, Oreg. on Nov. 27. Bohemian Waxwings had not appeared in great numbers or even appeared at all in the western part of the Region. However, flocks up to 150 were noted at Missoula where they did not arrive until Nov. 18, and the birds were described as common at Bozeman. At Salmo Mountain, northeastern Washington, flocks of 25-35 were seen as early as Sept. 6, suggesting possible breeding in the area (JA).

Warblers and Blackbirds—Several Magnolia Warblers were reported at Naramata, near Penticton, B. C., Sept. 20 (Mrs. CR). Two late Audubon's Warblers were noted at Baker, Oreg. on Nov. 13. Two Myrtle Warblers were seen at Banff, Oct. 2, and 1 on Sept. 26 at Radium Hot Springs, southeastern British Columbia (WH & HH). Three were seen at Vernon, B. C., Oct. 3 (KG). A flock of 200 Yellow-headed Blackbirds was seen at Baker, Oreg. on Aug. 30 and 5000 Red-winged Blackbirds were found in a wooded area near Spangle, Spokane Co., Wash. on Nov. 25 (JA).

Finches—Many localities reported Evening Grosbeaks but in small numbers. Pine Grosbeaks were much more numerous than usual in early winter in the Vernon, B. C. area. The species appeared in the Spokane area, where it occurs only once every few years. The same can be said for the Common Red-poll; flocks up to 150 were seen there. They were earlier than usual at Vernon, and appeared at Missoula, Stevensville and Bozeman, Mont.; Seebe, west of Calgary, Alta.; and at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash (S.A.S.). Of special interest is the occurrence of the Hoary Redpoll at Ennis, Mont., 5 on Oct. 31 and 1 on Nov. 17. About the only place Red Cross-bills appeared was in the Spokane and Cheney areas and around Baker, Oreg. At Vernon, B. C., where the species was absent, the cone crop, except for ponderosa pine, was described as a failure. However, White-winged Crossbills were noted at several places, including Kalamalka Lake near Vernon, where, on Oct. 26, 6 were examining cones on an ornamental spruce (MAC). Eighteen were seen at Sheep River, southwest of Calgary, Alta., Aug. 31 (WH & HH) and up to 100 were seen at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. in September and early October and 25 were at Thomas Lake, Stevens Co., Wash. on Oct. 2 (JA & WH).

Sparrows—Slate-colored Juncos were first seen at Bozeman on Oct. 3 (early). At Spokane, where the species is an uncommon winter visitor, the first ones appeared on Sept. 23 (also early) (S.A.S.). Two were identified at Missoula on Oct. 12. A Tree Sparrow at Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 26 and 2 at Spokane the next day furnished early dates (S.A.S.). Three were observed near Philleo Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Nov. 26 (WH). Five Harris' Sparrows were observed, in three different areas: 1 in each of two different localities at Baker, Oreg., Nov. 2 and 3; 1 on the Little Spokane River north of Spokane, Oct. 17 (VN & CS); 1 at Opportunity, east of Spokane, Oct. 28 (TR), and 1, Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at Missoula, Mont. White-crowned Sparrows seemed scarcer than usual during November in the Vernon area, possibly because of lack of snow to concentrate the birds in the valleys. The species apparently was in normal numbers farther south during September and 
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October. A few apparently will winter again in the Spokane area. Single Golden-crowned Sparrows, scarce migrants in the western part of the Region, were noted at Vernon, Sept. 21 (KG); Baker, Sept. 29-30 and Oct. 17, and Spokane, Sept. 19 (WH), Sept. 27 and 29 (JA) and Oct. 1 (TR). More unusual was the appearance of single White-throated Sparrows at three localities. At Vernon 1 was seen on Sept. 18 (KG) and another visited a feeding tray from Sept. 25 to Oct. 15 (JTF). An adult was noted in Indian Canyon, Spokane, on Sept. 16, 22 and 27 (JA). At Missoula 1 on Oct. 4 was Hand's first since 1954; he obtained 5 previous records there between 1938 and 1954, all in September or October. Lapland Longspurs were observed at Sinclair Pass, Kootenai Nat'l Park, B. C., Sept. 26 (25 birds) and the summit of Salmo Mountain on Sept. 6 (at least 6) (JA). Ten were at Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 26 and 15 at Banks Lake on Oct. 17 (JA). At Missoula the birds were passing through between Sept. 4 and Oct. 25 in groups of 1 to 8, except for flocks from Sept. 20 to 26, when 100 or more birds were seen in a 60-acre area on one occasion. This is as plentiful as Hand had ever seen them there. Occasional singles and twos of Snow Buntings were seen at Missoula between Nov. 7 and 15.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) .— (JA) James Acton; (JAd) Jack Adkins; (RA) Ray Alsop; (AB) Alan Baldridge; (DB) Don Bird; Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley, Stevensville, Mont.; Earl M. Brooks, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (JC) J. Corner; (MAC) M. A. Curwen; (DD) Dennis Dahlke; Robert M. Ellis, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (OF) Opal Faust; (JTF) J. T. Fowle; (MG) Marion Gebhart; (JJG) James J. Gleason; James Grant, British Columbia; (KG) K. Gruener; (WH) Warren Hall; Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) Ray A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry; (WH & HH) Werner & Hilde Hesse; (PK) Patrick Karle; (FLK) Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (LLaF) Lynn LaFave; (PAL) Philip A. Lehenbauer, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (VN) Vee Nealey; (HO) H. Ogilvie; (Mrs. CR) Mrs. C. Raynor; (TR) Thomas Rogers; P. D. Skaar, Bozeman—Three Forks—Ennis, Mont. area; (CS) Connie Smedley; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (MS) Malcolm Storey; (BAS) B. A. Sugden; Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg., area, and (RW) R. Watson.


Autumn Migration, 1965

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

Although it is difficult to generalize in such a large area, 1965 was extraordinarily wet through September; some areas had their coldest, wettest September on record. The Region has since returned to its normal dry state, but water
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conditions are the best they have been in years in the Great Basin. Springs were running in the mountains more profusely than they have in many seasons. After September the fall was warm and freeze-up had not come in most areas by the end of this season. Water and weather resulted in a late but better waterfowl migration than for some years. Information on the movement of landbirds is scanty and the paucity of cold fronts contributed to the lack of records. From the middle of September to the end of November there were no cold fronts worth mentioning in the Central Rocky Mountain area. At Casper, Wyo. during this period of ten weeks there was only 0.11 inch of moisture—this is equivalent to a heavy dew elsewhere. A weak, cold front, Sept. 3-5, on the eastern edge of the Rockies brought excellent banding conditions in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park-121 birds were banded in 44 hours (AC).

Grebes—The mortality among Western Grebes and Eared Grebes increased on Lower Klamath Lake in the Klamath Basin, Oreg-Calif.—presumably a result of the washing effect of last winter's floods on surrounding fields that had been treated with pesticides (EJO'N).

Swans—The Trumpeter Swan did not increase in Jackson Hole—Teton Nat'l Park, Wyo., where the bird has reached its limit in suitable habitat. At Ruby Lake, Nev. there were 9 cygnets, making a total of 26—a new high (DEL). Eleven cygnets were produced at Malheur, Oreg. from 4 broods. This is second only to 1963. The total Trumpeter Swan population at Malheur is now up to 40—another new high (HFD). The Whistling Swans had not yet arrived in great numbers at Stillwater Refuge, Nev. at the end of this fall season (PAS). There was a poor showing in the Klamath Basin of only 560 (EJO'N). Malheur had 5500 on Nov. 10-16 (HFD). Bear Lake Marshes, Great Salt Lake, had 24,000—an all-time high (LFG).

Ducks & Geese—At Stillwater the fall waterfowl migration was the best on record. November 17 was the peak of the migration with 246,000 ducks: Pintail was top at 65,000; Green-winged Teal, 56,000 (ordinarily this is the most common duck at Stillwater); Shoveler, 34,000; Ruddy Duck, 35,000; Gadwall, 
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21,000; Redhead, 28,000 (highest number on record), Canvasback, 21,000 (highest since 1958) (PAS). The Klamath Basin, where water conditions are now excellent, had the peak waterfowl migration the last week of October: 3,287,710—two weeks later than last year's 3,319,880. The Pintail, as always, was the most numerous with 1,553,400; next, Am. Widgeon at 260,500; (Cackling) Canada Geese, 382,000; White-fronted Goose, 335,800; Snow Goose, 301,000 (EJO'N). Malheur also has excellent water conditions; 40,000 acres of water this fall with 12,000 acres in good sago pondweed production, the principal food at Malheur. Elsewhere the waterfowl feed principally on cereal grains. The peak of the duck population at Malheur was 375,000 on Oct. 6-12; Pintail, 115, 000; Am. Widgeon, 112,000; Mallard, 50,000; Green-winged Teal, 25,000. This is the highest number of ducks there since 1957. There were 25,000 Canvasbacks on Nov. 10-16, a very high figure. There were few young Snow Geese; presumably these birds had a poor nesting season in the Arctic (HFD). Summer Lake, northeast of the Klamath Basin, confirms the poor production of Snow Geese. About 200,000 were present at Summer Lake by Nov. 20, but very few were young birds. Some 75 percent of these geese breed on Wrangel Island off the north coast of Siberia (CEK). Bear River Marshes, Utah, enjoyed fine water conditions and had a high of 602,700 ducks on Oct. 14—the highest figure since 1957 (LFG). Deer Flat Refuge near Boise, Idaho, is a big Mallard refuge but because of the warm fall there were only 200,000 there—a 70 percent drop from last year (RVP). Monte Vista Refuge, Colo. had a peak of 23,200 ducks, Sept. 26–Oct. 2. These were principally Mallards (CRB).

Rare Ducks & Geese—Five Wood Ducks have been staying at a pond near Salt Lake City (GK). They were seen, Sept. 20, and before. These birds are very rare in the Mountain West. A pair of Old-squaws was seen on Standard Lake just north of Casper, Wyo. from Nov. 21 (OKS, et al.). The Standard Oil Refinery at Casper used to pollute the North Platte River for miles, but this chemically contaminated water now flows to a sump just north of town and goes through a series of settling ponds and ends up pure and loaded with food in a big protected lake. This is now the best place in Wyoming to see waterfowl, wading birds, grass birds, etc. as well as Antelope. Another Oldsquaw was at Malheur, Oct. 21 (HFD). Klamath Basin's rarities were 9 Emperor Geese, a European Widgeon, 2 Egyptian Geese and 2 (Tule) White-fronted Geese (EJO'N). A Ross' Goose was picked up at Bear River Marshes on the east side of the Great Basin where it is very rare, whereas it is relatively common on the west side of the Rockies (LFG). Another Ross' Goose was seen at Monte Vista, Colo. (CRB). Ten Hooded Mergansers were seen on an estuary off Upper Klamath Lake, Nov. 27 (VGD, et al.). 

Hawks—A Swainson's Hawk at Richfield, Utah, Nov. 18, was late (GK). A Peregrine Falcon was reported at Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin, Nov. 26 (VGD, et al.), and at Cedar City, Utah, Aug. 19 and Nov. 20 (SM).

Waders—Two Mountain Plover were seen at Cedar City, Sept. 24; 4 were seen at the same place, Oct. 4 (SM). This bird has been thought to be casual in Utah. There was an Upland Plover at the same place, Aug. 28 and 29 (SM)—another very rare bird.

Jaegers—A Jaeger, said to be a Pomarine, was seen at the Clifton sewage lagoon near Grand Junction, Colo., Oct. 15 (LFE, et al.). Jaegers have now been reported in all the mountain states and probably should no longer be regarded as accidental.

Swifts—Three Vaux's Swifts were at Springdale, Utah, from Sept. 11 to 15 (RHW). This is the first record for southern Utah.

Owls—A dead male Flammulated Owl was found in Blacksmith Fork Canyon, Utah, Sept. 21 (DMF). Not far away a Saw-whet Owl was seen on Sept. 27. A Pygmy Owl was seen close by on Nov. 19 (DMF). All these owls are rare.

Goatsuckers—There was a late report of a Whip-poor-will calling at Pine Lake, northeast of Bryce Nat'l Park, July 7 and 9 (RWR)—a first record from that area, I believe.

Swallows—Some 8 Purple Martins were last seen at Cedar City, Utah, Aug. 17 (SM).

Bluebirds—There are persistent reports of decreased numbers of Mountain Bluebirds. They are believed to be only one-quarter as common as fifteen years ago at Durango, Colo. (OR).

Vireos and Warblers—A Gray Vireo was still singing in Arches Nat'l Monument, Utah, on Aug. 17 (DLG). An American Redstart was banded at Malheur, Aug. 24 and a Tennessee Warbler on Aug. 31 (CFZ). Another Am. Redstart was collected in Logan Canyon, Utah, Aug. 27 (DMF).

Starlings and Blackbirds—Since last year Starlings have decreased 50 to 75 percent in the Lahontan valley near Stillwater, Nev. Decreases in Brewer's Blackbirds, particularly, were noted in western Nevada (PAS) and central Wyoming (OKS). Although we have no figures, big flocks have become little flocks—it is presumed this is a result of insecticides and bird poisonings.

Redpolls—There were four redpolls at 9400 ft. in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Oct. 30 (JS) and 3 on Crow Hill at 8200 ft. near Bailey in the Colorado Rockies, Nov. 14 (BG), which indicates a heavy flight of redpolls this year.

Contributors—(CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (AC), Allegra Collister; (VGD), Valeria G. DaCosta; (HFD), Harold F. Duebbert; (LFE), Lucy F. Ela; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (LFG), Lloyd F. Gunther; (BG), Bob Gustafson; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (CEK), Chester E. Kebbe; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (SM), Stewart Murie; (EJO'N), Edward J. O'Neil; (RVP), Ronald V. Papika; (OR), Oppie Reames; (RWR), Richard Russell; (JS), Jeffrey Sanders; (PAS), Peter A. Schwabenland; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RHW), Roland H. Wauer; (CFZ), C. Fred Zeillemaker.
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Autumn Migration, 1965

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Alan Baldridge and John B. Crowell, Jr.

The relatively dry weather that had characterized much of the nesting season continued through October in
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most parts of the Region. November rainfall was somewhat above average. Mid-November brought several weeks of successive storm systems to the north coast region, winds being primarily from the south and southwest during these storms. This period was characterized by the appearance of numbers of Fulmars just off shore and a large number of "wrecked" alcids washed up on the beaches. Thus, the experience of November 1963 was repeated. There is divergent speculation among observers as to whether these pelagics are cast ashore because continuous rough seas somehow prevent their feeding by driving their usual food to unusual depths or whether the birds may be subject to some form of epidemic. Highlights of the fall migration were furnished largely by the pelagic and shorebird groups although remarkable occurrences were not limited to those groups.

Loons—A few Common Loons were in favored places along the Oregon and Washington coasts by mid-September; 2 on Gardner Reservoir, Jackson County, Oreg. on Nov. 15 were highly unusual. A few Arctic Loons were noted off the Washington coast in September, but the bird was not generally reported from the Region until November. One Red-throated Loon was at Cape Meares, Oreg. as early as Sept. 11 (JBC; JO).

Grebes—Red-necked Grebes were early at several localities, 2 being at Point Roberts, Wash., Sept. 1 (FWD); 1 at Cape Meares, Sept. 11 (JBC & JO); and 13 at Seattle, Sept. 17 (ES). The twenty birds at Dungeness Spit, Oct. 10 also were noteworthy (LDL). Seven Horned Grebes at Tillamook Bay, Sept. 11 (JBC & JO) were the first, with additional records for later in the month scattered in the more northerly parts of the Region. Four birds at Sauvie Island on Sept. 26 (AB) were out of the ordinary at any time at this inland locality. One or 2 Eared Grebes were at Tillamook Bay each month from September on. Single birds were at Iona Island, Sept. 24 and Oct. 10, while one was at Green Lake in Seattle, Sept. 10. About 150 Western Grebes at La Push, Wash., Sept. 11 (LDL) were the vanguard of the coastal wintering population; 2 on Sauvie Island, Sept. 26 (AB) and 1 at Olallie Lake (4500 ft. elevation), Oct. 3 (AB & RF), were interesting inland observations of probable migrants. Pied-billed Grebes were above their usual numbers in Tillamook County, Oreg. on Nov. 27 (JBC & HN), indicating a migratory movement.

Fulmars—Fulmars (6) were first seen on Aug. 22 at sea off Westport, Wash.; the same observers (AB & MW) saw 26 on Sept. 12. In November, the species was noted at several points on the Oregon coast from Cannon Beach to Cape Arago, Coos Co., varying in numbers from 1 to 500 at Cannon Beach.

Shearwaters—Shearwater movements were a highlight of the fall migration. Six Pink-footed Shear-waters on Aug. 22 and 9, Sept. 12, off Westport, Wash. (AB & MW) interspersed a record of thirty flying singly in company with vast numbers of Sooty Shearwaters past Leadbetter Point, Willapa Bay, Sept. 5 (AB & JBC). A Pale-footed Shearwater was seen 
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on Sept. 19 in company with other shearwaters at Cape Disappointment, Wash. (HWD; LDL & WT). There were several records of New Zealand Shearwaters of which there are few preceding records for either the Oregon or Washington coasts. Eight were at sea off Westport, Sept. 12 (AB & MW); 2 were observed from the north jetty of the Columbia River (Cape Disappointment) on Sept. 18 (LDL) and 2 more on Sept. 19 (HWD; LDL & WT); "several" were at Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., Oreg., Sept. 26 (Fred G. Evenden). An estimated 500,000 Sooty Shearwaters were seen from Leadbetter Point and inside Willapa Bay both Sept. 5 and 19 (AB & JBC). Vast numbers of this species, virtually defying estimate, were seen at the mouth of the Columbia River from Sept. 12 through 21 (HN & LDL).

Petrels—Four or 5 Fork-tailed Petrels were at sea off Westport, Aug. 22 (AB & MW); one was at Oysterville on Willapa Bay, Sept. 5 (AB & JBC) and single birds were seen at Cape Disappointment, Wash. on Sept. 18 and 19 (HWD; LDL & WT). On Sept. 21, LaFave found 67 dead and dying Leach's Petrels on the streets at La Push where the birds had been killed primarily by automobiles but also by dogs, cats and boys. Fifteen birds were found alive and were in excellent condition. The observer received additional reports intermittently for a month afterward and postulates that the birds were attracted to the street lights during periods of foggy weather when visibility was somewhat restricted.

Pelicans—A White Pelican was at Gooseberry Point, Blaine, Wash., Aug. 16 (TW). Usual numbers of Brown Pelicans reached the customary northern limits of their post-breeding wanderings along the Oregon coast by September where up to 80 could be seen in a day; the species was still present in numbers at the end of the period, with immature birds predominating.

Herons—Concentrations of Great Blue Herons at Willapa and Tillamook Bays during September, along with July observations at Drayton Harbor, evidenced good breeding success of this species in the Region. The Common Egret demonstrated possible post-breeding territorial expansion by appearing in unprecedented numbers west of the Cascades; one at Goble, Oreg., Sept. 5 (AB & JBC), was the northernmost on record for the state. One was at Hoover Lakes north of Medford, Oct. 21 and 22 (JH), while 25 were on log rafts at the mouth of the Smith River, Gardiner, Oreg., Oct. 24 (JO); 10 were still present there, Nov. 26 (AB). A single bird was seen at Waldport, Oreg., Nov. 21 (Larry Wheeler & Ralph Moldenhauer). The most spectacular species occurrence in an outstanding season had to be the Cattle Egret on Sauvie Island, Oreg. First noted by Mr. Domeyer on his farm, Nov. 29, the bird was identified on Dec. 4 by Harry Nehls and then carefully observed on the following day at as little as 50 feet by AB, JBC, RF, HN, WT, Frank Jacox and Patrick Crowell. It was last seen on Dec. 6. It is expected that fuller details and photographs will be published elsewhere. Green Herons, which are unusual in this Region, were noted at several locations: an immature at Blaine, Wash. on Aug. 15 (TW); 1 at Sauvie Island, Sept. 4; 3 at Goble, Oreg., Sept. 5; and 2 there, Sept. 18 (AB; JBC); one was at Tillamook, Sept. 24 (AB) and another was at Lake Washington, Seattle, Oct. 9 (ES). An immature Black-crowned Night Heron at Sauvie Island, Oct. 12 (JO), was noteworthy, as the species is now unusual in the Region. American Bitterns, uncommon in the Region, were found at Willapa Bay, Aug. 29 (AB); Cape Disappointment, Sept. 5 and 18 (AB, JBC & WT); Lake Washington, Seattle, Sept. 3 (ES); and south jetty of the Columbia, Sept. 16 (HN); 2 birds were on the Skagit Game Range, Oct. 3 (TW).

Swans—Migrating Whistling Swans were over Portland, Oct. 22 (fide AB) and Lebanon, Oreg., Oct. 24 (WT). Groups of from 6 to 76 were noted during November from Blaine (LK; TW); Blyn, Sequim Co., Wash. (LDL); Vancouver Island (DS); and Comox and Terrace, B. C.; one bird was at Pine Lake, Seattle, Nov. 9 (ES). Thirty-two Trumpeter Swans were on Mud Lake, Terrace, B. C., Nov. 29 (HV) with "more young birds than other years."

Geese—Canada Geese were observed from the northern parts of the Region starting in late September. Some 1000 birds of 3 subspecies were on Sauvie Island, Oct. 22; 2000 were there on Nov. 21 (AB). The only Black Brant reported were 8 from the south jetty of the Columbia River, Nov. 1 (HN) and 57 on Tillamook Bay, Nov. 17 (AB). White-fronted Geese were first heard on Aug. 25 on Sauvie Island (C. E. Trainer); 80 were there on Oct. 8 (AB; HN). Large flocks passed over Lebanon, Oreg., all day, Oct. 1 (WT) while 130 were observed over Portland, Oct. 15 (AB). Lone birds were in the meadows at Nehalem, Oreg., Oct. 16 (JBC; RF & WT) and at Blaine, Nov. 25 (TW). Snow Geese were first reported for the Region, Oct. 2, with 5 being at Iona Island, B. C.; 250 were there, Oct. 17 (FWD). From one to ten birds were seen at Sauvie Island, Oct. 8 and 24, and Nov. 21 (AB; JBC); Nehalem meadows, Oct. 16 (JBC; RF & WT); Laconnor Flats, Stanwood, Wash., Nov. 17 (VEC); and Lake Washington, Oct. 26 through Nov. 17 (ES); 3900 birds were on Skagit Flats, Oct. 29 (Wash. State Game Dept.).

Ducks—A very early Gadwall was at Sauvie Island, Aug. 15 (AB & HN); 2 were at Iona Island, B. C., Sept. 12 (FWD); 1 at Green Lake, Seattle, Nov. 15 (ES) and 8 at Coos Bay, Oreg., Nov. 26 (JO). There were 1000 Pintail at Blaine, Nov. 8 (LK) and 3000 on Tofino Flats, Vancouver Island, Nov. 24 (DS). Green-winged Teal were first seen this fall at Sauvie Island on Aug. 15 when 12 were present (AB & HN). About 600 birds were at Iona Island, Sept. 24 (FWD). Six Blue-winged Teal were at Skagit Game Range, Sept. 21 (ES). The only European Widgeon reported was a bird at Tofino Flats, Vancouver Island, from Oct. 30 onward (Tom Briggs). Of 106,000 ducks estimated at Skagit Flats and another 53,000 on Skagit Bay, Oct. 29 (Wash. State Game Dept.), half were thought to be Am. Widgeon: 3000 of this species were on Tillamook 
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Bay by Oct. 16, and another 3000 were on Nehalem Bay in mid-November. A heavy southward migration of widgeon was taking place over the ocean at Seal Rock, Oreg., Sept. 28 (HWD & WT). Shovelers were first seen, Aug. 15th, with 4 at Sauvie Island on that date (AB & HN); 21 were on Iona Island, B. C. by Sept. 24 (FWD). One hundred Wood Ducks were seen at Ashland, Oreg. on Oct. 19 (Jack Reynolds). Two Redheads at Crystal Springs, Portland, Oct. 18 (Ron Klein & Jeff Gilligan) and 30 at Coos Bay, Nov. 26 (JO) were the only reports for this species, which is of uncommon occurrence in the Region. Twenty-two Ring-necked Ducks at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 5 (ES) were early; 25 were seen at Rockaway, Oreg. on Nov. 27 (JBC & HN). Canvasbacks were little reported; 1 on Tillamook Bay, Sept. 24 (AB & WT) was early; 30 were there, Oct. 16, while 50 were on Coos Bay, Nov. 25. One hundred-twenty Greater Scaup were at Blaine, Oct. 8 (LK) and 20 were at Barview, Oreg., Nov. 27 (JBC & HN). Lesser Scaup were first reported on Sept. 24 with 50 at Tillamook Bay (AB & WT). The species first appeared on Lake Washington, Oct. 30 and built up to 500 by the end of November (ES). Some 650 birds of this species were on Green Lake, Seattle, Nov. 9 (ES). A few Com. Goldeneye appeared in November as is their wont at Tillamook, Blaine, and Seattle. A few wintering Barrow's Golden-eye had appeared on Lake Washington by the 10th of November (VEC; ES); 50 were at Blaine, Oct. 30 and had increased to 100 by Nov. 12 (TW); 37 were on the Duwamish River, Nov. 21 (ES). The only report of Barrow's Goldeneye from Oregon was 4 on the S. Santiam River east of Lebanon on Sept. 1 (WT). Forty Oldsquaw were at Point Roberts, Oct. 14 (FWD); they were thought to be more abundant than usual this fall at Victoria (DS). Harlequin Ducks were reported from Point Roberts, Sept. 1 (FWD); Seattle, Oct. 3; Tillamook Bay entrance, Oct. 16, Nov. 14 and Nov. 27; and Sandy Point Beach, Olympic Nat'l Park on Nov. 20. A female King Eider found at Blaine, Oct. 28 (TW), was carefully described. An unusual observation of Surf Scoters was made when 4 were found, Oct. 3, at 011alie Lake and 2 more were on nearby Breitenbush Lake at about 4500 ft. elevation on the west side of Mount Jefferson (AB & RF); a fairly heavy southward passage of this species occurred off Tillamook on Sept. 24 (AB & WT). Six Com. Scoters were at Cape Disappointment, Wash., Sept. 19 (LDL). Returning Ruddy Ducks first appeared in the Region on Sept. 10 when 12 were at Green Lake, Seattle; by Oct. 5 there were 350 present (ES). Hooded Mergansers were observed at Ilwaco, Wash., Sept. 5; Netarts, Oreg., Oct. 17, and Barview, Oreg., Nov. 27 (AB; JBC; HN). A Com. Merganser was on the Columbia River near Chinook, Wash., Sept. 5, and 100 were on Tillamook Bay, Sept. 11 (JBC). Red-breasted Mergansers were first seen in the Region at Blaine, Oct. 10 (TW).

Vultures and Hawks—Stirling reports that a total of 200 Turkey Vultures migrated over Victoria, B. C. during October; no late date was supplied. To the south no one reported this species later than Sept. 27 A Goshawk was seen at McKenzie Pass, Oreg., Oct. 24 (AB & RF). From Lebanon, Oreg., on Sept. 6 an immature Golden Eagle was reported after several days of easterly winds (WT); the bird is rarely found in this Region, though it is common in eastern Washington and Oregon. Bald Eagles are regularly but sparsely reported. For this fall season an adult was near Florence, Oreg. on Sept. 11 (R. Lucas); another was at Nehalem Bay, Nov. 27 (JBC; RE & HN), while 2 adults and 2 immatures were seen at Lake-of-the-Woods near Medford, Oct. 1 (JH). Marsh Hawks are of regular but scattered occurrence throughout the Region during fall migration. Singles were at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 18 (AB, et al.), at Iona Island, Sept. 24 (FWD), and at Nehalem, Nov. 27 (JBC; RF & HN). Two Ospreys were over Puget Sound at Seattle, Aug. 15 (ES) and one was found at Tillamook Bay, Sept. 24 (AB & WT). Reports of lone Peregrine Falcons came from Willapa Bay, Aug. 29 (AB), Cape Flattery, Oct. 20 (LDL), and Cannon Beach, Oreg., Nov. 7 (AB). Pigeon Hawks were more widely reported than usual. One was shot at Forks, Wash., Sept. 21 (LDL), one was seen at Tillamook, Sept. 24 (AB & WT), one was at Skagit Game Range, Oct. 3 (TW), one was at Sauvie Island, Oct. 4 and 22 (HN), and Nov. 21 (AB), and one was at North Bend, Oreg., airport Nov. 17 (Chester Kebbe).

Gallinaceous Birds—A Ruffed Grouse was heard drumming at McKenzie Pass, Oct. 24 (AB & RF). Four half-grown Ring-necked Pheasants were seen at Blaine, Sept. 11 (TW). Turkeys, transplanted several years ago on the east side of Mount Hood by the Oregon State Game Commission, were seen in very different habitat on the west slope of the mountain this fall.

Cranes and Rails—Sandhill Cranes first appeared at Sauvie Island, Sept. 10 when 9 were seen; 500 were there by the end of September and on Oct. 24, 1200 were counted. Seventeen birds were on Skagit Flats, Sept. 25 (ES). Virginia Rails were found at Medford, Sept. 3 (Walter Cavanaugh, fide RB), Goble, Sept. 5 (AB & JBC), Forks, Wash., Oct. 11 (LDL), and Nehalem, Nov. 14 (AB). Am. Coots were present in numbers on Green Lake, Seattle by Sept. 10 (ES).

Oystercatchers and Plovers—A flock of 60 Black Oystercatchers at Sidney, Vancouver Island on Oct. 16 was a remarkably large concentration (ARD). Semipalmated Plover were noted in numbers up to 100 from most of the frequently observed locales on the Washington and northern Oregon coast from mid-August until the end of September; there were a few inland records, the most unusual of which was a bird at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Nov. 27 (JO). The only records for Snowy Plover were of two sightings during September at Tillamook Bay, one involving seven birds (JBC & JO). American Golden Plover were more widely reported than ever before. Since previous records for western Washington and Oregon are few, this season's sightings are worth reporting in detail: 1 
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bird at Westport, Wash. on Aug. 21 (AB & MW); 5 on the 29th at Leadbetter Point where numbers increased to 35 by Sept. 18 (AB; JBC; LD; WT). 4 at La Push on Sept. 12 (LDL). On the Oregon coast 3 were at Yaquina Bay on Sept. 10 (WT), 1 at Tillamook, Sept. 24 (AB & WT), 1 at Nehalem, Oct. 17 (AB), and 2 more there on Nov. 15 (HN); a single bird was at the south jetty of the Columbia Oct. 18 (HN). From inland locations, 1 was at Lake Washington, Oct. 9 (ES); 1 was at Sauvie Island, Sept. 19, 12 were there, Sept. 26, and 21 on Oct. 1 (AB); 1 was at Woodburn, Oreg., Oct. 4, and 1 at Albany, Oct. 9 (WT). Two Am. Golden Plover were at Point Grey, Vancouver Island on Sept. 22 (FWD). Black-bellied Plover were widely reported; favored localities were Iona Island, and various coastal points including Willapa Bay where 300 were present, Aug. 29, south to Coos Bay where there were 40 on Nov. 26 (AB). Flocks of fewer than 10 birds were at Sauvie Island in October (AB) and as late as Nov. 23 (HN); 5 were found southeast of Albany on Oct. 9 (WT). Surfbirds were first seen on Oct. 16 at Barview, Oreg., (JBC; RF & WT), where 42 were present on Nov. 14 (AB & WT). Ruddy Turnstones were seen up to 12 in number at Willapa Bay, Aug. 29 and Sept. 5 (AB; JBC), while 1 was at Yaquina Bay, Sept. 10. One hundred Black Turnstones were at Blaine, Sept. 25 (LK).

Sandpipers—Long-billed Curlew, which are casual in the Region, showed up at Tokeland where LaFave found 12 on Oct. 17 and at Lebanon where Thackaberry observed 2 on Aug. 19 feeding on grasshoppers. Willapa Bay and Westport were the only locations for Whimbrel, with reports of between 5 and 17 birds coming from Aug. 21 to Sept. 19. A Solitary Sandpiper, very rare in the Region, was at Blaine, Wash. on Aug. 15 and 18 (TW). A Willet on the flats at Tokeland, Oct. 17 (LDL) was highly unusual. Knots, up to 11 in number, were observed only at Willapa Bay, Aug. 29 (AB), Yaquina Bay, Sept. 1 (WT), and Netarts Bay, Oct. 17 (AB). A Rock Sandpiper was at Barview as early as Oct. 16 (JBC; RF & WT), while 2 were at Point Chehalis, Wash. Oct. 17 (LDL). 16 were at Bar-view on Nov. 14 (AB & WT) and 14 on Nov. 27 (JBC; HN & RF). Fifteen birds were at the mouth of Nehalem Bay, Nov. 15 (HN), and several were at Ruby Beach, Nov. 21 (TW). The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was found for the third consecutive year at Leadbetter Point with 1 there Sept. 5 (AB & JBC), 1 (collected), Sept. 18 (AB; JBC; LDL & WT), and 2 on Oct. 16 (LDL). The first Oregon record for this species came at Tillamook Bay on Oct. 16 when a single bird was studied at close range (JBC; RF & WT). The bird when found is always in company with Pectoral Sandpipers. The latter species itself occurred this fall in unprecedented numbers: 40 at Willapa Bay on Sept. 18 (AB); 63 on Sauvie Island on Sept. 17 and 120 two days later (AB); 76 at Iona Island, B. C., Sept. 24 (FWD). Elsewhere reports came from Tillamook Bay; Nehalem meadows where 2 were found, Nov. 14; Goble, Oreg.; Lake Terrell; Skagit Game Range; Swinomish; Lake Washington and Victoria. Baird's Sandpiper also was unusually well reported, showing up first at Westport, Aug. 21 (AB) and being reported subsequently from Willapa Bay, Iona Island where 12 were found, Sept. 12 (FWD), Tillamook, Sauvie Island, La Push, Lost Lake in the Santiam Pass of the Cascades, Yaquina Bay and Swinomish Slough where the last birds were 6-8 on Oct. 3. Some 500 Least Sandpipers were still present, Nov. 27, at Fern Ridge Reservoir (JO). Nine Dunlin at Tillamook, Sept. 24 (AB), were early. Additional reports of Semipalmated Sandpipers, supplementing those for the previous season's report, are of a single bird in non-breeding plumage studied in direct comparison with both Least and Western Sandpipers at Tillamook Bay on Sept. 11 (JBC & JO), 1, Sept. 24 and 3, Oct. 2 at Iona Island, also carefully studied (FWD). Baldridge found a Buff-breasted Sandpiper on Sauvie Island, Sept. 10. Presumably, the same bird was found at the same location the next day by Nehls and Fisk, and on Sept. 19 about a mile away by Baldridge and Nehls. Meanwhile, Crowell and Olson at Tillamook Bay, also on Sept. 11, found a bird of this species. These finds tend to corroborate a sight-record of Olson's made at the south jetty of the Columbia River early in September, 1960, and not previously submitted since the species had not up to then been recorded in Oregon. There are, however, up to a score of records from western Washington. Marbled Godwits, casual in the Region, were seen as follows: 2 at Willapa Bay on Aug. 29, 11 at Netarts Bay, Oct. 17 (AB); 1 at Yaquina Bay, Sept. 1 and 8 there, Sept. 28 (HWD & WT); one and 2 Sanderlings respectively on Sept. 22 (HN) and on Sept. 26 (AB) were unusual at this inland location.

Avocets and Phalaropes—An Am. Avocet found on Sept. 16 at Sauvie Island by Bob Lucas remained until Sept. 19, and constitutes one of the few records for the Region. Phalaropes were a bit of a disappointment this fall. Red Phalaropes were seen only at Ruby Beach on Sept. 4, at Cape Flattery, Sept. 12 (LDL), and at Cape Arago, Nov. 25 (AB), in numbers from 1 to 60. Northern Phalaropes were reported as numerous on Puget Sound at Seattle in the middle of August (ES). Elsewhere 5 at Sauvie Island, Sept. 4 (AB), 8 were at Willapa Bay, Sept. 5 (AB & JBC) and 15 were at Tillamook Bay, Sept. 11 (JBC & JO).

Jaegers—Sea trips off Westport on Aug. 22 and Sept. 12 yielded 8 and 7 Pomarine Jaegers respectively (AB & MW). Parasitic Jaegers were more widely reported; 2 were seen at Westport, Aug. 21 (AB & MW); 12 at Point Roberts, Sept. 1 (FWD); 2 over the mud flats at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 5 (AB & JBC); 1 at Cape Meares, Sept. 11 (JBC & JO); 2 at Point Grey, Sept. 15 and Sept. 22 (FWD); and 2 at Cape Disappointment on Sept. 18 (HWD; LDL, et al.). Adult Long-tailed Jaegers were found at the mouth of the Columbia River from the Oregon side by Nehls on Sept. 16 and 21; another bird, distinctive because of some missing primaries in the right wing, was over the salt marsh at Leadbetter Point on Sept. 18 (AB; JBC; LDL & WT).
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Gulls—A Glaucous Gull was at Seal Rock, Oreg. on the early date of Nov. 28 ( WT). Three Herring Gulls were reported at Westport as early as Aug. 21 (AB); other records of from 1 to 4 birds came from three different localities on the Washington coast during September (LDL) and from Tillamook Bay in October and November. About 400 Herring Gulls were at Iona Island, B. C., on Oct. 17 (FWD). A substantial migration of Mew Gulls was observed over the ocean off Tillamook County, Oreg. in both mid-October and mid-November. A Franklin's Gull at Blaine on Aug. 15 and again on Sept. 19 (TW) was a good find, as it is unusual anywhere in the Region. Bonaparte's Gulls, though not common, were widely reported throughout the Region from September on; 5 were just north of Medford on Sept. 24 (JH). Heermann's Gulls were last reported on Nov. 14 from Tillamook Bay. Black-legged Kittiwakes were early off Westport on Aug. 21 when 3 were seen; 5 were observed at sea from there, Sept. 12 (AB). Thereafter, they were variously reported in numbers up to 40 off the southern Washington and northern Oregon coasts for the rest of the period. A Sabine's Gull was seen off Westport, Aug. 22 and 6 on Sept. 12 (AB; MW); an immature was off Cape Disappointment on Sept. 18 (LDL).

Terns—Common Terns also were reported from coastal areas in unprecedented numbers, as well as from the inland locality of Sauvie Island where a bird was found on Aug. 28 and 5 more were seen on Oct. 8 and 9 (AB). Dobson found 80 at Point Roberts, Sept. 1, 75 from Point Grey, Sept. 22 and 10 from Frost Narrows on the late date of Oct. 20. Elsewhere the species was seen in numbers up to 30 at Blaine, Seattle, and Oysterville. Wash., the mouth of the Columbia River, and Yaquina Bay, Oreg., all by competent observers. Fourteen Arctic Terns were at Yaquina Bay, Sept. 23 (HWD & WT). Caspian Terns were seen in the Gray's Harbor and Willapa Bay areas up to Sept. 18.

Alcids—A pair of Pigeon Guillemots was still feeding young at Cape Flattery, Sept. 12 (LDL). Ancient Murrelets, not seen regularly, had a comparatively heavy migratory movement in November; 120 were counted flying southward over the ocean from Barview at the mouth of Tillamook Bay, Nov. 14 (AB); 20 were in Elliot Bay, Puget Sound, on Nov. 15 (ES), and 25-30 were seen in Admiralty Inlet near Port Townsend, Wash., Nov. 21 (TW). Cassin's Auklets were washed up in great numbers on the Oregon beaches from Nehalem south at least to Cape Arago on or just before Nov. 26-28. Twenty-two birds were found dead but in good condition and without oiling in less than a half mile strip at Nedonna Beach on Nov. 27 (JBC, et al.). A Rhinoceros Auklet was found dead at La Push, Sept. 11 and 5 were seen on the sea at Cape Flattery, Sept. 12 (LDL); 2 flew by Leadbetter Point, Sept. 5 (AB & JBC) and one was captured alive on a beach inside Tillamook Bay on Sept. 11 (JBC & JO). Six were seen off Cape Arago on Nov. 26 (AB).

Pigeons, Owls—Thousands of Band-tailed Pigeons fed on a good acorn crop on Vancouver Island in September (ARD). A heavy migration of this species occurred at Lebanon, Oreg., Sept. 12 (WT). An individual of the rarely seen Spotted Owl was shot by a hunter, Sept. 21, 9 miles southeast of Forks, Wash. (fide LDL).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds—The last nighthawk was reported from Portland, Oct. 9 (HN), somewhat later than normal. A flock of Black Swifts at 5000 ft. elevation on Mount Baker was seen on Aug. 18 (TW); about 30 were at Cape Flattery, Sept. 12 (LDL). Migrating Vaux's Swifts were seen east of Portland at five different locations on the late date of Oct. 5 (HN). A male and a female Anna's Hummingbird again returned to the Magnolia Bluffs area of Seattle from whence they were reported last fall and winter; the birds were first seen, Nov. 18, and were present at the end of the period. In mid-December, Baldridge and Crowell separately identified a female or young male of this species which had only just been reported as having been coming regularly to a feeder in east Portland since September! A Rufous Hummingbird was still at Blaine on Nov. 12 (TW).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—Lewis' Woodpecker has not been seen for two years at Victoria where it formerly bred. It was virtually absent during the spring and summer at Sauvie Island, but by November was back to usual numbers (AB; HN); a flock of 11 birds seen in the Medford area, Nov. 6, may have been in migration (JO). An Eastern Kingbird was at Green Lake in Seattle on Sept. 10 (ES, Zella Schultz). Baldridge and Thackaberry found a Tropical Kingbird at the Village of Cape Meares, Tillamook Co., Oreg. on Nov. 14; the find represents an initial record for Oregon, though there are at least two for Washington, also in November. The bird was not found the next day. A Say's Phoebe at Victoria on Oct. 15 (fide DS) is unusual.

Swallows, Jays and Nutcrackers—A group of Barn Swallows was still in Seattle on Oct. 17 (VEC). Two Purple Martins were seen at Hoquiam, Aug. 21 (AB & MW); 9 were at Nehalem on Sept. 11 (JBC & JO); the species was last seen at Blaine on Sept. 16 (TW). An adult Gray Jay in northwest Portland, seen intermittently from Sept. 9 through Nov. 25, was out of the ordinary (Crenshaw). LaFave found 10 of this species in the Hoh rain forest, Sept. 21 and 8 at Lake Ozzette, Nov. 20, on the Olympic Peninsula. Two Clark's Nutcrackers near Victoria on Sept. 16 (fide DS) were unusual for Vancouver Island.

Chickadees, Titmice and Wrens—A Mountain Chickadee was at Blaine, Oct. 22-24, and one was found dead nearby on Nov. 25 (TW). At Tou Velle State Park north of Medford, 2 Plain Titmice were found, Nov. 6 (JO) in the northernmost extremity of the range for this species. A Bewick's Wren at Point Roberts, Sept. 1 (TW) was north of its normal range. A Cañon Wren on the southwest slope of Mount Hood at about 2300 ft. elevation in heavily wooded country, Oct. 24, was obviously out of place (R. O. Lee, fide JBC).

Mockingbird, Thrushes, Pipits, and Waxwings—A 
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Mockingbird was again reported from the Blaine area, Oct. 28 (LK). Swainson's Thrush was last reported, Sept. 14, from Seattle (BB & EB). Water Pipits were reported as abundant from Blaine, Sauvie Island, and Lebanon at various times in September. A Bohemian Waxwing was found dead at Forks on the remarkably early date of Oct. 8; several flocks were noted in the vicinity from time to time until Nov. 1 (LDL). Crowell received an individual of this species killed in Portland on Oct. 25 and got a separate report of a flock the next day, but the then anticipated invasion had not yet materialized by the end of the report period.

Shrikes, Vireos—The first N. Shrike appeared at Skagit Game Range on Oct. 3 (TW); other individuals were seen at Nehalem meadows, Oct. 16 (WT) and Nov. 27 (JBC, HN & RF); at the south jetty of the Columbia on Nov. 1; and at Delta Park, Portland, Nov. 8 (HN). Hutton's Vireos were seen this fall more often than usual, but reports were still very limited.

Warblers—A heavy movement was reported from Terrace, B. C., consisting of Audubon's, Myrtle, Wilson's, Yellow, and Townsend's Warblers on Aug. 25 (HRV). There was continual evidence of migratory activity at Beacon Hill Park, Victoria from Aug. 25 to Sept. 16 (DS) with Orange-crowned Warblers also abundant. Five Orange-crowneds were counted at Sauvie Island on Nov. 9 (HN), which is a late but not an extraordinary date. The very local Nashville Warbler turned up in some unexpected places at unexpected times; one was at Cape Flattery on Sept. 12, farther west than ever previously recorded in Washington (LDL); another individual was on Sauvie Island at the very late date of Nov. 9 (HN). There were several records during late August and early September for the Black-throated Gray Warbler on Vancouver Island, where the species is rarely found. Another very late date for the finding of this species was Nov. 8 in Delta Park, Portland (HN). At Cape Flattery on Sept. 12 were 10 Townsend's Warblers (LDL). A Hermit Warbler was at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 5 (JBC). The top warbler records for the season, however, were the Palm Warblers, one of which was found at Nehalem meadows, Oct. 16 (JBC, RF & WT) and again about half a mile away on Nov. 27 (JBC; RF & HN). Larry Wheeler and Ralph Moldenhauer found 2 individuals of this species at Waldport, Oreg. on Nov. 21. These constitute the first records for western Oregon and along with other warbler finds, both in this Region and in the one to the south in recent years, give promise that more intense field work will develop other very interesting future occurrences.

Blackbirds, Grosbeaks, and Sparrows—A Yellow-headed Blackbird at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Sept. 16 (HN) was unprecedented. A Bullock's Oriole at Salishan, Lincoln Co., Oreg. on Sept. 26 Fred G. Evenden) was unusual, as the species does not normally occur west of the Willamette Valley foothills. Seventeen Brown-headed Cowbirds at Point Roberts on Sept. 1 were farther north or west than usual (FWD). Purple Finches in a concentration of over 100 birds at Lebanon, Oct. 2 (WT) were highly unusual; the bird is only of sporadic occurrence in small numbers as a rule. The occurrence of 5 immature Pine Grosbeaks at Forks on Nov. 14 (LDL) is worthy of note. Red Crossbills were thought to be unusually numerous in the Cascades of southern Washington and the northern half of Oregon at least, and also on the Olympic Peninsula. Two hundred Savannah Sparrows at Iona Island on Sept. 12 was evidence of full scale migration (FWD). A Lark Sparrow at Tillamook Bay on Sept. 11 was unusual, being the first for the Oregon coast. There were several reports of Slate-colored Juncos in November, coming from Seattle and Portland, and one from Blaine for the end of September. The summer scarcity of Oregon Juncos continued until the winter populations put in an appearance. A Tree Sparrow showed up at Terrace, B. C., on Nov. 30 (HV). There was an immature Harris' Sparrow at a Seattle feeder on Oct. 16, but the bird was seen only that day (VEC). Golden-crowned Sparrows arrived early, with 1 at Cape Disappointment on Sept. 18 (JBC, et al.) and 5 at Tillamook, Sept. 24 (AB); thereafter they were thought to be quite abundant at Seattle (BB & EB). An immature White-throated Sparrow was discovered in Portland on Oct. 11 (HN). Fox Sparrows also were early and abundant, first being seen at Seattle, Sept. 11 (VEC), at Lebanon, Sept. 25, and at Blaine, Sept. 27. Lincoln's Sparrows, which are rare in the Region, were noted singly at Seattle, Sept. 11, at Blaine, Sept. 24, at Tillamook, Sept. 24, and at Sauvie Island, Oct. 1; 8 were found in Victoria on Sept. 6 (ARD). Lapland Longspurs also showed up early and in good numbers for a species up to now considered to be a rare migrant. Three birds were on the salt marsh at Leadbetter Point, Sept. 11 (AB & MW); 15 birds were there, and one was collected on Sept. 18 (AB, JBC, LDL, & WT). Seventy birds were found there on Oct. 2 (LDL). At Sauvie Island a single bird was seen on Sept. 19 and on Oct. 1 (AB). On Sept. 24, 30 longspurs were found at Tillamook Bay (AB, HWD & WT) and a lone bird was there, Oct. 16 (RF & WT); 2 individuals were present on Oct. 7-8 at a burned-over rye-grass field near Lebanon (WT); another single bird was seen at Ocean Shores, Wash. on Nov. 20 (TW). Two Snow Buntings were noted at Victoria, Nov. 18 (ARD, et al.) and 1 was at the south jetty of the Columbia River on Oct. 18 (HN).

Contributors—(AB) Alan Baldridge; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (FWD) Fred W. Dobson; (HWD) Howard W. Drinkwater; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (LDL) Lynn D. LaFave; (HN) Harry Nehls; (JO) James G. Olson; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TW) Terry R. Wahl; (MW) Michael Wooten.
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Winter Season, 1965-66 

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Winter in the Region was rather uniformly mild, with low precipitation and a light snow cover in most localities. The lowest temperature reported was only a -12°, at the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. The same station reported highs of 74° and 76° in December and March, respectively; 54° in January and 48° in February. Maximum snow depth there was a mere 4.5 inches. Freeze-up was late in the Bozeman, Mont. area, Ennis Lake remaining open until about Dec. 19. At Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. virtually all the lakes were frozen by mid-December; the larger lakes opened up about Feb. 25. Sparse snow cover undoubtedly favored ground feeders in the Region. One exception to this condition was in the Okanagan Valley of southern British Columbia, where snow lay deep during January and much of February, working hardship upon quail, pheasants and partridges. Some sectional editors remarked on an apparent dearth of birds. Hand characterized the winter at Missoula as "rather disappointing." Skaar mentioned that both Ennis and Bozeman, Mont. Christmas counters noted a scarcity of landbirds. Mrs. Stanley reported "less constant activity around feeding stations and specific locations" at Spokane and fewer individuals but no decrease in species on the Christmas count. One suspects that birds remained scattered because of greater availability of food. On the other hand, the northern finches put in good to excellent appearances. Mrs. Ward spoke of a "finch year" at Baker, Oreg. Evening and Pine Grosbeaks, redpolls and Red Crossbills were particularly noticeable at many localities. In the Spokane area this correlated with a good cone crop. Fruit-eaters, however, wintered in low numbers, because of the almost complete absence of their usual food supply, particularly Mountain Ash berries. 

Loons, Grebes―The Common Loon was reported only at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont., where 3 were still present on the late date of Dec. 12. A single Red-necked Grebe was at Penticton, B. C. on Dec. 27. The species was not noted elsewhere. One Western Grebe was noted there on the same date and another was sighted on the Spokane River near Spokane, Wash. during December (S.A.S.).

Herons, Waterfowl—In addition to a few Great Blue Herons at Spokane (S.A.S.), Vernon and Summerland (SC), B. C. and Stevensville, Mont., about 20 remained at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge near Charlo, Mont. "Several hundred" 'Whistling Swans were reported at their usual wintering place on the South Thompson River east of Kamloops, B. C. Between 10 and 30 were present at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. nearly through December. The 50 there at the last of February apparently were early migrants. A flock of young males near Cheney, Wash. on Jan. 24 probably were wintering, for the flock had been seen a few days earlier in the area by another observer (FBH, KS). Twenty late migrants were at Ninepipe Refuge in early December and 15 were at Ennis, Mont. until Dec. 12. At the latter place it is probable that some Trumpeter Swans wintered. Moderate numbers of Canada Geese wintered at several localities. About 20,000 (Lesser) Canada Geese were noted on Dec. 5 at Banks Lake and Stratford, Grant Co., Wash. (JA). A flock of 25 Snow Geese, probably late migrants, flew low over Missoula, Mont. on Dec. 30, in advance of the first mild blizzard. Mallards dropped from a high of 25,000 in early winter at Ninepipe Refuge to zero during the freeze-up. Abundant at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. during December, the species declined to a wintering population of 5000. Gadwall and Pintail wintered at both refuges, as did Am. Widgeon. A male European Widgeon appeared at Reardan, Wash., March 25-27 (JA, WH). Greater Scaup, not common in the Region, were noted wintering in small numbers on Okanagan Lake in southern British Columbia. A few were seen on the Spokane River at Spokane, March 31 (WH). Two Oldsquaw were identified at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash., Dec. 30-Jan. 3 (JA) and a female was at Seven Mile on the Spokane River, March 31 (WH & Mrs. SOS). Although a rare migrant in eastern Washington, records now indicate a certain regularity in its appearance (WH). A Red-breasted Merganser, rare in the Okanagan, was seen at Okanagan Landing, Dec. 27. Thirty of these birds were still at Ennis Lake in Montana on Dec. 12.

Hawks, Eagles―-Goshawks seemed distinctly more common than usual, appearing at Bozeman and Missoula, Mont.; at Spokane (maximum of 3, Christmas count), and in the Vernon, B. C. area, where the species was described as quite common. Red-tailed Hawks wintered in the usual small numbers around Spokane, were scarce at Bozeman, Mont. but were seen in more than usual numbers in the Vernon area. Swainson's Hawk wintered again in the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville, Mont. Rough-legged Hawk numbers were perhaps below normal except in 
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eastern Washington. Golden Eagles were few. At Ninepipe Refuge only 4 remained, compared to 15 last year. By contrast, in northeastern Oregon 9 were counted on Virtue Flat and in Keating Valley near Baker, Dec. 19, and 18, on the Snake River between Richland and Huntington, Oreg., Jan. 9. The Interior Department has authorized Montanans to kill predatory Golden Eagles in all but 4 north-western counties of the state. The birds may be taken only by livestock owners and their agents, for protection of domestic livestock. Any means except poison or airplanes may be used. The open season is from April 1 through June 30 of 1966 (Great Falls Tribune). Four Bald Eagles were noted at the latter locality on the same date. Wintering numbers at Ennis Lake in Montana had built up to 10 by March 20 as ice began to break up, yielding fish. At Ninepipe, Bald Eagle numbers, as with the Golden, were far below last year's; only 3 were noted, compared to 16 a year ago. The Golden was scarce at Vernon but perhaps a half dozen of the Bald wintered there. A few Bald Eagles were noted in several other localities. Peregrine Falcons appeared only on the Bozeman Christmas count, at Ninepipe Refuge (at least 1) and at nearby Pablo, Mont. (2) (FLK).

Gallinaceous Birds—Blue Grouse were common on the Nat'l Bison Range, where the total population was estimated at 60 birds. The population level for Ring-necked Pheasants remained low for the entire Flathead Valley, but mild weather and abundant food furnished excellent conditions for the birds (MTN). Survival was "fairly good" in the Okanagan Valley and was probably up a bit at Bozeman, Mont. Conditions at Ninepipe Refuge were similar to those at the Bison Range. About 100 of the birds wintered on the refuge; many carried bands, showing they were game farm birds. Chukars were scarce at the Bison Range; total population was estimated at 10-15. In the Coulee Lakes region of Grant County, Wash. flocks totaling up to 65 were noted around the year's end (WH, JA). Gray Partridge were definitely down in numbers in the Spokane area (WH) and in the Vernon, B. C. area, where deep snow prevailed through January to mid-February. Two Turkeys were noted on the northeast corner of Turnbull Refuge, Dec. 22 and 7 were sighted at refuge headquarters, March 28. Nineteen of the big birds were observed feeding in a forested area near Rice, Stevens Co., Wash. on Feb. 22 (WH).

Coot, Shorebirds―Am. Coot wintered in various localities. About 2300 were on Okanagan Lake at Penticton, B. C. on Dec. 27 but only 1 was noted at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont., Dec. 22. The usual sprinkling of Killdeer was present in the Region, but the birds either departed or succumbed at Vernon, B. C. before the winter ended. Both Kill-deer and Common Snipe were scarce in the Bozeman area.

Gulls―A few Herring Gulls wintered on Okanagan Lake as did 40-60 at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. (S.A.S.). Two Glaucous Gulls were at the latter locality for a week in January (JA) and 2 were seen at Okanagan Landing, B. C., Dec. 27. Few gulls were present at Coeur d'Alene because of the closing of the dump and their scarcity at Spokane, Wash. may be the result of a cleaner Spokane River after expansion of the sewage treatment plant (WH).

Doves, Owls―In addition to the usual small number of wintering Mourning Doves, 75 in the Vernon, B. C. area on Dec. 27 seem noteworthy and at least 1 wintered at the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. Two were noted west of Bozeman, Jan. 18 (BE). Single Snowy Owls were noted in eastern Washing-ton: near Davenport on Dec. 31 and Jan. 9 (WH) and Jan. 1 (JA), and near Wilbur, Jan. 29 (WH). One bird was captured and confined in a cage at Spokane in January (PK). Pygmy Owls went unreported from western Montana and appeared scarce else-where, with the exception of the Okanagan area of British Columbia, where numbers appeared greater than usual. A Flammulated Owl was seen at very close range (4 feet) at Penticton, B. C., Dec. 24 (SC). Short-eared Owls were common in the Vernon area (12 on Dec. 27) until the snow became deep. Eight in Alexander Basin of the Bison Range on Feb. 23 were believed to be migrants. The species appeared quite scarce elsewhere in the Region.

Woodpeckers―A few Lewis' Woodpeckers wintered in the Okanagan, the most northerly records being 1 at Vernon, Dec. 29 (NG) and 1 at Oyama, March 17. The only other records were for the Bison Range, where the species was noted as common during February and March, and Wenatchee, Wash., 4 on the Christmas count. An unusual number of sightings of White-headed Woodpeckers were reported: 1 near Colville, 'Wash. (JA), 2 near Fruitland, Wash. (WH), 7 on the east side of Vaseux Lake, southern British Columbia (SC) and 1 at Naramata, B. C. The Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was reported at Baker, Oreg., Colville, Wash. (JA) and Stevensville, Mont. The only Northern Three-toed sighting was made at Naramata, Jan. 29 (SC).

Larks, Jays and Crows—Horned Larks appeared to winter in rather small numbers, except for eastern Washington, where they were frequently observed but only in small flocks (SAS). Steller's Jay was unusually common in the southern Okanagan area; 50 were counted on the Christmas count, Dec. 27. Seventy Com. Crows were noted at Ontario, Oreg. on Feb. 20. A flock of Piñon Jays was found near Three Forks, Mont., Jan. 30 (RAH, PDS, SMS) and the species, noted near Stevensville, Mont. during the fall period, lingered on into December there. Clark's Nutcracker appeared in increased numbers at Baker, Oreg., apparently because of the good cone crop. The birds were abundant in Ponderosa Pine areas in southern Stevens Co., Wash. on 2 dates in February (JA, WH).

Chickadees, Nuthatches―Chickadee numbers appeared about normal. A Chestnut-backed Chickadee appeared at a feeder in Spokane in February (Mrs. SOS). Red-breasted Nuthatches showed high numbers in the Spokane area; in fact, they probably out-numbered Pygmy Nuthatches there. The species 
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was still scarce in the North Okanagan but 47 were noted at Penticton on Dec. 27. 

Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes―Highway construction in the vicinity of Greenough Park in Missoula, Mont., apparently had driven wintering Dippers farther up Rattlesnake Creek. A few Winter Wrens were noted near Baker, Oreg. Fewer reports than usual were received for the species in the Okanagan Valley. The only Callon Wrens reported were 2 along the Little Spokane River north of Spokane, Feb. 12 (WH) and 1 along the Snake River east of Baker, Jan. 9. Robins wintered sparingly in the Region, despite the general mildness. At Spokane and Missoula the reason apparently was the extreme scar-city of berries, particularly of the Mountain Ash, the result of a late spring freeze. Very few Varied Thrush were noted, probably also because of lack of food. A Hermit Thrush was found dead at McNary Refuge in December. Three Western Bluebirds were still at Penticton, B. C. on Dec. 27.

Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings—Bohemian Wax-wings were described as abundant at Vernon, B. C. during December, less numerous thereafter. Late in arriving at Missoula, Mont. the birds increased to about 1000 by December's end and likewise dwindled afterwards. "Moderate numbers" were noted at Bozeman. The species was considered abundant at the Bison Range, 100-200 being noted along Mission Creek. Elsewhere the birds appeared in reduced numbers. Missing the Mountain Ash berries, the birds put in a poor showing in the Spokane area. The largest number there was 500 on Feb. 12 and March 23, compared with the usual thousands (S.A.S.). A few Cedar Waxwings were seen at Baker, Oreg., Missoula and Spokane (WH, S.A.S.). Northern Shrikes were in about normal numbers, with the largest number, 8, counted at Vernon, B. C., Dec. 27. Wintering Starlings appeared to be at about the same level as in preceding years.

Warblers, Blackbirds—Five Audubon's Warblers were noted, Feb. 20, along the Malheur River south of Baker, Oreg. One individual, probably a migrant, appeared at McNary Refuge on March 24 and remained at least to the end of the report period. A very few W. Meadowlarks wintered at Vernon, B. C. Eight visited a feeding tray regularly through January to mid-February. A few Red-winged Blackbirds wintered at Bozeman and Stevensville, Mont., in the Spokane area and in the Okanagan Valley. A flock of young males at Cheney, Wash. on Jan. 24 may have wintered (FBH). A few Brewer's Blackbirds wintered at Bozeman. In the Okanagan, the only record was of 3 on Dec. 27, but 100 were near Baker, Oreg., Dec. 21. The species appeared at McNary Refuge about Feb. 1 and the birds were commonly seen at the Bison Range where winter records are unusual, during February and March.

Finches—Every reporting locality mentioned Evening Grosbeaks. The largest number, 150, was re-ported, Jan. 3, at Geiger Field near Spokane, where they fed upon Russian Olive fruit. The maximum noted at Baker was 80 on March 3. On the Christmas counts in the Okanagan, 133 were counted at Vernon and 96 at Penticton. However, the birds were described as rather uncommon there during the winter. A few Cassin's Finches wintered at Baker and Spokane and a singing male was in Bozeman on Jan. 26. A House Finch was seen daily at Missoula, March 15-18. A few Pine Grosbeaks appeared at Baker and Spokane; larger numbers appeared in the Okanagan (see Christmas count) and "fair numbers" were noted at Bozeman. Most re-porting localities had a "redpoll winter." The Common Redpoll was fairly common at Missoula after several years of scarcity. "Immense flocks" were re-ported around Stevensville, Mont. It was "the biggest year ever" for the species at Spokane (S.A.S.), with a maximum of some 250 there on Jan. 3 (WH). The species was fairly common at Bozeman and in the Okanagan and a few were noted at Baker. Three Hoary Redpolls were observed in a flock of the Common at Okanagan Landing, Feb. 17 (KG). Pine Siskins went generally unreported, except for a few in the Spokane area and notable concentrations in northeastern Oregon, where 200 were seen on the Snake River, Jan. 9, and 400-500 near Huntington, Feb. 20. Wintering Am. Goldfinches were noted at most localities. A few in the Stevensville area during January and February were unusual there. Red Crossbills were common in some areas, namely, around Spokane, Stevensville and Baker; extremely scarce in the Okanagan, correlating with virtual absence of a Douglas Fir cone crop there, and entirely absent at other reporting localities. White-winged Crossbills were noted only in the Bitterroot Valley near Stevensville, Mont., in December (MG).

Sparrows―A very few Rufous-sided Towhees wintered at Spokane; 1 was seen at Okanagan Landing in late December, and 1 was noted at Baker, Jan. 8 (JB). Oregon Juncos appeared in smaller numbers than usual in most localities, perhaps because of the relatively open winter. The birds were common in the Okanagan, however. Small numbers of Tree Sparrows were noted at Bozeman, Missoula, Baker, Vernon, Penticton and Lake Louise (WH & HH). Small numbers of \White-crowned Sparrows wintered in the Spokane area and in the Okanagan. Harris' Sparrow, reported only in the Okanagan, was scarce there but much more numerous than usual. It is considered a straggler there. Five were seen in the Vernon District, Dec. 27; 2 at Kelowna, Jan. 8; 5 at a feeder at Vernon, late December to mid-March and at least 1 in the area at the end of March (Mrs. JS). A single Lapland Longspur was reported, this at Ennis, Mont. on the Christmas count. Very few Snow Buntings were observed, except at the Bison Range, where they were commonly noted throughout the winter.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).— (JA) James Acton; Eugene C. Barney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley, Stevensville, Mont.; (JB) Joan Brown; (SC) Steve Cannings; Robert M. Ellis, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (BE) Bob Eng; (MG) Marion Gebhart; (NG) N. Geistlinger; James Grant, British Columbia; (KG) Gruener; (WH) Warren Hall; Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (FBH) Frances B. Houston; (WH & HH) Werner & Hi1de Hesse; (PK) Patrick Karle; (FLK) Frank Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (MTN) Melvin T. Nail, Joseph P. Mazzoni & Victor B. May (individual credit not designated), National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman-Ennis area, Mont.; (SMS) Stephen Skaar; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mrs. SOS) Mrs. S. O. Stanley, Eastern Washington; (KS) Kenneth Swedberg; (Mrs. JS) Mrs. J. Speechly; Ann Ward, Oregon.


Winter Season, 1965-66

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

After a very wet year our winter was warmer and drier than usual. For instance, the Blitzen watershed snowpack was 75 percent of normal on March 1; the Silvies watershed, 50 percent. These figures together account for almost all the water that will run into the great sump called the Malheur Refuge in eastern Oregon. After the spring rains there may be some modification of these figures, but in general these are the figures for 1966. Owing to last year's moisture, however, Malheur will still have a good year. The water situation will be similar at all the great refuges in the Great Basin: Still-water, western Nevada; Klamath Basin, California–Oregon line; Ruby Lakes, eastern Nevada; Bear River Marshes on the Great Salt Lake. Throughout the West, the water content is carefully measured and run-off closely calculated. Most observers thought our winter relatively dull with fewer unusual birds and smaller numbers. There were no great invasions of boreal species. There were numbers of lingering summer visitors, owing to the mild winter, such as Audubon's Warbler at Cheyenne, Wyo. at 6000 feet, Jan. 11 (MH). A warm March brought back migrants earlier than usual—Tree Swallows at Farmington Bay, Great Salt Lake, March 13 (GK).

Swans—Malheur had 15,000 Whistling Swans on March 17, the highest concentration there since 1955. It probably represents 50 percent of the Pacific flyway population (HFD). At Stillwater, Nev., there were 8200 at the peak of the winter concentration on Jan. 15, a new high count (LHW). The peak of the Whistlers at Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin was 7180 on Feb. 20 (EJO'N).

Ducks and Geese―The warm weather interfered with waterfowl movements and the spring peak of ducks at Stillwater was only 97,000 compared with last year's 172,000 (LHW). Twice as many ducks (101,450) wintered in the Klamath Basin, because of the warm winter (EJO'N). The peak concentrations at Tule Lake were: 197,300 Pintail, Feb. 27; 182,050 Snow Geese on the same date; 181,920 White-fronted Geese; and 83,300 Ruddy Ducks. All but the Pintail show increases over last year. Other ducks, such as Shoveler and Mallard, were less common than last year (EJO'N). The spring migration at Malheur was in full swing on March 17, only a few days after the ice went off the lake. There were 200,000 ducks: 125,000, Pintail; 35,000, Am. Widgeon—a very high figure. There were also 75,000 Snow Geese (HFD). Bear River Marshes, north end of Great Salt Lake, had a poor waterfowl migration this spring with 55,446 on March 18—considerably lower than last year (FG). Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho—the great Mal-lard refuge—had only 378,450 birds at the peak date, Dec. 19-25, which is below recent years. Of this number, 86 percent were Mallards (RVP). The Minidoka Refuge, Snake River, Idaho, had a peak of 80,300 ducks in early December. Again the Mallard is the most common wintering duck, followed by Pintail, Canvasback, Common Golden-eye (LDN). Monte Vista, Colo. had 14,500 Mallards for the winter. A Ross' Goose spent the winter, along with a White-fronted and a Snow (CRB); the first two are very rare in this area.

Rare Ducks—Twenty-five Wood Ducks were present at Deer Flat Refuge at the end of March. This represents a steady increase of this bird (RVP). An Oldsquaw was again seen at the Standard Oil Lagoon near Casper, Wyo., March 27. This species has been only casual inland (OKS). Three European Widgeon were seen in February at Tule Lake (EJO'N). Another 10 birds, of which 2 were banded, were present in eastern Oregon (HFD). The European Widgeon seems established in small numbers in that area.

Hawks and Eagles―Twenty-five Bald Eagles wintered at Malheur—an increase over recent years (HFD). Other hawks have decreased markedly over several years. For instance, the Rough-legged Hawk has decreased from over 100 to 15 this year at Christmastime (HFD). This bird is also much down in numbers at Logan, Utah (DMF). Eight Bald Eagles wintered at the Minidoka Refuge, Idaho (LDN). One hundred and four Bald Eagles were present last January in the Klamath Basin Wildlife Refuges (EJO'N), which is an increase. The 19 Golden Eagles in the same area is the only good concentration reported. Good concentrations of Bald Eagles were reported from the Colorado River (JMD) and the North Platte River (OKS). It seems 
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that the Bald Eagle is at least holding its own or in-creasing a little in this area. In the meantime, the organized sheep industry is increasing its attacks on the Golden Eagle. This is utterly senseless. It is based on the false premise that eagles take live lambs. There is no reliable evidence that this hap-pens, but quite the contrary. The Golden Eagle eats carrion; there are always many dead lambs on a sheep ranch because of the weather, poor range, etc. The Golden Eagle is in trouble. A Peregrine Falcon was seen at Grand Junction, Colo., Jan. 28 (LE). There were 2 (including one immature) at Grantsville, south of Great Salt Lake, Jan. 30 (GK). Another was seen at Parowan, Utah, March 1 (SM).

Owls―There are several reports of Pygmy Owls. There were two sightings of these in February at Hotchkiss on the western slope of Colorado (TC). Another was seen in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Colo., Dec. 22 (MM). A Pygmy Owl came to a feeder and captured a Starling in Durango, Colo., Feb. 11 (OR). This owl is no bigger than the Starling; another was seen at the Parowan cemetery, Jan. 1 (SM). This owl has been seen in cemeteries so often that it should be called "the cemetery owl." The Salt Lake City cemetery has now had lights installed and this has spoiled the owling (GK). A Long-eared Owl was seen at Arches Nat'l Monument, Dec. 28; a first record for this part of Utah (DLC)—probably reflecting the lack of good observers.

Flycatchers―An Eastern Phoebe was collected at Springdale, Utah, Dec. 17 (RHW)—the second record for the state.

Thrushes—Many dead Robins were found in orchard areas near Hotchkiss, Colo. This was attributed to dormant sprays (TC).

Waxwings―Cedar Waxwings were noted mixed with Bohemians in several areas this winter. At Minidoka, Idaho, 5 percent of the flocks were Cedars (LDN). A mixed flock of about 100 were seen on the western slope at Hotchkiss, March 2 (TC). A flock of straight Cedars was seen at Parowan on Feb. 19-26 (SM).

Redpolls—These birds were common this winter as far south as central Colorado. Nine were seen in Park County, March 19 (RG).

Sparrows—Two White-throats were seen near Moab, Utah, Dec. 30 (LD), and Jan. 26 (DLC). This bird has not been previously reported from this part of Utah, owing to lack of observers.

Contributors—(CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (TC), Theo Colborn; (JMD), John M. Davis; (LD), Larry Davis; (HFD), Harold F. Duebbert; (LE), Lucy Ela; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (FG), Frank Gunnell; (RG), Richard Gustafson; (MH), May Hanesworth; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (MM), Meredith Morris; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (EJO'N), Eugene J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papike; (OR), Oppie Reames; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RHW), Roland H. Wauer; (LHW), Larry H. Worden.


The Winter Season, 1965-66 

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

The Pacific Northwest experienced one of the mildest winters in several years with open water in low areas throughout the season. A series of December and January storms left snow for a time even at low elevations and contributed to a heavier than usual mid-winter snowpack in the mountains through the central and southern parts of the Region. February was more moderate; the latter part of the month was considerably above average in temperature. British Columbia and northern Washington had milder-than-normal winter weather after December.

Loons, Grebes, Pelagics—An Arctic Loon in the Columbia River at Sauvie Island west of Portland, Oreg. on March 26 was unusual for this inland location (HBN). A concentration of 60 Red-necked Grebes seen in the area of the Seattle Christmas count on Dec. 26 was noteworthy. Single Horned Grebes were seen inland in the Portland area at separate locations in January (AB, HBN). Lone Eared Grebes were found at Point Roberts, Jan. 8 and March 26 and at Iona Island, Jan. 29 (FWD), and on Tillamook Bay, Jan. 2 and March 6. Western Grebes were at scattered points in the Willamette Valley in late December and early January. Dead Fulmars were found on the beaches along the Oregon coast southward from the Columbia River to Lincoln County from December until the end of January. The last live one was over the ocean at Barview, Jan. 2 (WT).
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Herons—Two Common Egrets were in the Med-ford area from Dec. 15th; one was subsequently shot, but the other remained through March (JH). A Common Egret was at Devils Lake on the Lincoln County, (Oreg.) coast, Jan. 30 (AB & HBN); 3 of this species were still at Coos Bay, Dec. 14 (JO). The Cattle Egret reported for Sauvie Island in the fall summary eluded would-be viewers until Jan. 17, when it was seen some two miles from the spot of the initial observation. It was in a farmyard and was reported by nearby residents to have been in close vicinity for about three weeks. The bird again promptly disappeared, and has not been found again. The Green Heron appears to winter at times in a very few highly favored locations in western Oregon; birds are found at Crystal Springs in Portland pretty much year after year on the Christmas count; this year a Green Heron wintered also on Sauvie Island (AB, HBN). An immature Black-crowned Night Heron was at Crystal Springs, Jan. 16 and Jan. 19, being first seen by Dr. Ruth Hopson and confirmed by Harry Nehls. One Black-crowned Night Heron was seen in the Eugene area, Dec. 26, while 9 were recorded for the Medford Christmas count on Jan. 2.

Swans—Thirty-two Trumpeter Swans were seen at Mud Lake, ten miles north of Terrace, B. C. on Dec. 1 (HRV); 22 of this species were in the Ladner, B. C. area on Jan. 15 (FWD). A wild population in small numbers of Mute Swans was in evidence at places along the Lincoln County, Oreg. coast north of Siletz Bay in January and February. Whistling Swans wintered at widely scattered points throughout the Region; 41 individuals were at three localities on southern Vancouver Island. In Washington, a flock of 14 was at the mouth of the Nooksack River, Bellingham, while another of 33 birds was at Clear Lake, near Mount Vernon; these flocks were comprised of about 50 percent immatures (TRW). Up to 64 birds wintered on LaConner flats north of Stanwood, Wash. (VEC), and 50 birds are re-ported to have been at the Willapa Bay Nat'l Wild-life Refuge. In Oregon, birds wintered in the lower Columbia, and were reported from the Corvallis-Eugene area in numbers up to 16; 11 were at Nehalem meadows, Jan. 8 (HN).

Geese—Canada Geese were found throughout the winter at LaConner flats and in the Seattle area (VEC, ES); 23 were at Ladner, B. C., Jan. 15 (FWD). It was estimated that about 1500 birds, mostly Lessers, spent the winter on Sauvie Island, though by March numbers had increased to an estimated 7000 (HBN). The Wm. L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis also supported wintering Canada Geese, with the Dusky race pre-dominating but with the Lesser, Great Basin, and Cackling varieties also present. Black Brant were re-corded on the Victoria Christmas count, a rare occurrence (DS); farther south they wintered in normal numbers apparently, with the low point in numbers occurring, as usual, in February. Numbers by the end of March had increased at the wintering spots, while flocks of up to 300 birds were seen both at Point Roberts (FWD) and Seattle (ES) at month's end. Ten birds on the Columbia at Sauvie Island, March 26, were highly unusual (HN). White-fronted Geese were seen only on Vancouver Island, where 3 wintered at Portage Inlet on grain hand-outs (DS), and at Sauvie Island, where 7 were seen on Feb. 17 and 2 on March 26 (HBN). Snow Geese wintered in the Stanwood–Mount Vernon, Wash. area "by the thousands" (VEC). The only other reports for this species were from Sauvie Island, where there were 8 on Dec. 12 and 30 on Jan. 16 (HBN), and from the Wm. L. Finley Refuge where up to 7 were seen Feb. 5 and 26 (AB).

Ducks—Pond ducks were reported to be more numerous than usual in northern parts of the Region. Two Gadwall were at Iona Island, Jan. 29 (FWD). Two thousand Green-winged Teal were seen at the same time; 250 were at Leadbetter Point, Willapa Bay, Wash. on March 13 (AB & LLF). Blue-winged Teal showed up on the Portland and Hubbard, Oreg. Christmas counts; one was at Ferndale, Wash., March 19 (TW). Fifteen Cinnamon Teal were seen at Medford on March 12 (JO). European Widgeon were reported for Seattle, Portland and Sauvie Island where the Oregon State Game Comm. reportedly banded a hybrid European–American Widgeon (fide HBN). Six Shovelers were at Ladner, B. C. on Jan. 15 (FWD). Wood Ducks were regularly found at favored spots in the Portland area and at Sauvie Island throughout the winter (HBN). The Redhead is irregular in the Region; 20 were on Beaver Lake, Skagit Co., Wash., Jan. 30 (TRW); 1 was on Whidbey Island, Wash., Jan. 23 (ES); 2 were on Tillamook Bay, Jan. 2 (JO & HBN); 1 was at Hoover Lake on Feb. 19 and 6 were at Emigrant Reservoir, both near Medford, on March 12 (JO). Some 500 Canvasback were at Iona Island on Jan. 29; along the southern Washington and northern Oregon coasts this species was thought to be present somewhat more commonly than of recent years. Fifty Barrow's Goldeneyes were on the Duwamish River and 20 on Lake Washington throughout the winter (VEC, ES). Over a dozen of this species were on Hoover Lake from at least Jan. 25 to Feb. 19 (LH, JO); 3 were near Corbett, Oreg., Jan. 23 and 24 (Robert Lucas, HBN). A few Oldsquaws were seen at Point Roberts and Iona Island in January, but well over 100 were seen in the Point Roberts–Birch Bay area on March 26 (FWD); one was at Whidbey Island on Jan. 23 (VEC & ES). Small flocks of up to 15 Harlequin Ducks were seen throughout the winter at Birch Bay, Wash. (TRW) and at Barview, Oreg. (JBC, et al.). Hooded Mergansers were found in numbers up to 18 from the Ladner, B. C. area south to Medford in scattered locales. Seventy-five Red-breasted Mergansers on the Columbia near Longview, March 20, was a surprising concentration so far from the sea (AB & DBM); there were also over 100 Common Mergansers present, along with other fish-eating species. It was presumed the birds were attracted by a run of smelt.

Vultures, Hawks and Eagles―A Turkey Vulture at Grants Pass on March 14 (JO) and another at Gray's River in southwestern Washington on March 20 (AB & DBM) were the first migrant records 
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of this species for the spring season. Rough-legged Hawks were sparsely reported this year; single birds were at Barview, Oreg. on the Tillamook Christmas count, Jan. 2; at Marietta, Wash. in mid-February; at Pitt Meadows, Feb. 22 (TRW); and at Netarts Bay, Oreg., March 19 (JBC). Golden Eagles were recorded twice in Jackson County, Oreg. during the period; one was seen for the Medford Christmas count, while the other was an adult seen on the Green Springs highway, Jan. 25 (JO). Bald Eagles were reported as follows: 1 from Medford, Dec. 27 to Feb. 5 (JH); 2 at Point Roberts, Jan. 8 (FWD); 1 or 2 immatures from Tillamook Bay, Jan. 19 and 1 adult the same day at Netarts Bay where 2 adults were seen, Feb. 26 (JBC & HBN), and again on March 6 (AB & WT, et al.); an adult east of Cannon Beach on Jan. 22 (Alton Chase); an immature at Devils Lake, Lincoln Co., Oreg., Jan. 30 (AB & HBN); an adult and an immature at Sauvie Island, Feb. 11 (C. Trainer); an adult at Corvallis, Feb. 18 (Larry Wheeler); 6 adults and 2 immatures along the lower Columbia, Feb. 13 (AB & RF), and up to 11 at Deception Pass along the Green River east of Seattle in February (VEC). The only report of a Peregrine was for Tillamook Bay, Jan. 29 (JBC & HBN). Pigeon Hawks were reported from Marietta, Wash., Feb. 13 (TRW); Sauvie Island in early December and again at mid-February; and from Cape Disappointment at the north jetty of the Columbia River, March 13 (AB); birds were also seen on the Portland and Seattle Christmas counts.

Gamebirds and Rails―Thirteen Gray Partridge were seen at Victoria, B. C., Jan. 20 (Ray Beckett, fide DS) and are thought to be holding steady in number. Two Virginia Rails were seen on the Seattle Christmas count and one on the Medford count; a bird or two of this species apparently wintered in the spot where nesting occurred last year near Hubbard, Oreg. (TM). A Sora was first found by the same observer on Feb. 3 and was seen several times after-ward.

Shorebirds—Three Semipalmated Plovers were at Tillamook on Jan. 2 (HBN & JO), and 2 were still there Jan. 29 (JBC & HBN). Killdeer were thought to be present in somewhat higher numbers than usual for the season throughout most of the Region. One hundred Black-bellied Plovers were at Whidbey Island, Jan. 23 (ES); 2 were at Sauvie Island on Dec. 11 and 12 (HBN & AB); by March 13, 200 were at Willapa Bay (AB & LLF). A Ruddy Turnstone was at Tillamook Bay, Jan. 2 (WT) and 2 were seen at Willapa Bay, March 13 (AB & LDL). There were no reports for Common Snipe farther north than Portland. A Whimbrel was at Yaquina Bay on the surprising date of Jan. 30 (AB & HBN). Spotted Sandpipers were nowhere in evidence this year as in recent past years except for the Medford area. Greater Yellowlegs were found in unprecedented winter numbers and locations: 1 at Eugene, Dec. 26; 2 at Conway, Wash. on Feb. 27 (TRW); five north of Tillamook on March 19 (JBC, et al.); 15 at Willapa Bay, March 20 (AB & LLF); 1 at Hubbard, Oreg., March 21 (TM); and 1 at Sauvie Island, March 26 (HBN). Sixteen Rock Sandpipers wintered on the newly reconstructed jetty at Barview, the entrance to Tillamook Bay. Baldridge found one at Oysterville, Wash. on March 13. Least Sandpipers were reported only from the Oregon Coast and Sauvie Island. Dunlins were reported in numbers from 2000 to 10,000 in the Bellingham and Ladner area and at Willapa Bay, but in smaller numbers from farther south. A Short-billed Dowitcher was at Willapa Bay on March 20 (AB). Eight Long-billed Dowitchers were on Sauvie Island, Dec. 12 (AB); the same number was at Tillamook, Jan. 2 (HBN & JO), and 12 were at Nehalem meadows, Jan. 8 (HBN). Western Sandpipers were recorded only from Oregon localities and from Willapa Bay in small numbers except for the 200 at Eugene on Dec. 26. Three Marbled Godwits were at Yaquina on the amazing date of Jan. 30 (AB & HBN).

Gulls—A Glaucous Gull was seen at Bellingham, Jan. 1 (TRW); 3 were recorded over the ocean on the Tillamook Christmas count, Jan. 2, and an immature was seen March 6 at Bay City, Oreg., (AB & WT, et al.). Glaucous-winged Gulls may have wintered in larger numbers farther to the south this year if Christmas count numbers can be considered significant. There was an adult Western Gull along the Columbia at Portland in January (HBN); the bird is unusual away from the ocean. Herring Gulls were observed at a number of inland Oregon localities—Portland, Hubbard, Salem, and Eugene--in late December and early January, with a count of 245 on the Portland Christmas count. Bonaparte's Gulls remained in numbers up to 25 at Bellingham until Feb. 19 (TRW), and over 500 were recorded on the Seattle Christmas count. Otherwise, 1 or 2 birds were reported only from the south jetty of the Columbia, Dec. 5 and from Tillamook Bay, Jan. 2. Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen in twos and threes at the mouth of the Columbia River in mid-February and mid-March and from Tillamook on the Christmas count (AB & HBN, et al.).

Alcids—The Victoria Christmas count turned up good numbers of Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, Marbled Murrelets and Ancient Murrelets. One of the latter species found at Medford on March 2 died a short time later (JH); the specimen is pre-served at Southern Oregon College in Ashland. Two Tufted Puffins were found on the Victoria Christmas count (DS).

Pigeons and Owls—Band-tailed Pigeons were around Seattle all winter (ES). About 400 Mourning Doves were in a buckwheat field on Sauvie Island, Jan. 23 (AB). Nehls saw a Red-tailed Hawk kill and feed on a Barn Owl at Portland's Delta Park on Jan. 10. A Snowy Owl was reported east of Ashland, Oreg., Jan 2, by Dr. Elmo Stevenson (fide JH); another was at Marietta, Wash. from Feb. 19 to March 13 (TRW). A Burrowing Owl spent the winter near Lebanon, Oreg. (Larry Wheeler), and another was reported seen on Feb. 6 at Woodburn (TM). Hicks identified a Spotted Owl which had been shot near Diamond Lake in early February and was being preserved by a taxidermist. Mrs. Leroi 
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Tomkins reported to Hicks the finding in early February of a Great Gray Owl that had been shot near Butte Falls in the Medford area.

Hummingbirds—The pair of Anna's Hummingbirds reported in the fall season summary remained in the Seattle area all winter for the second consecutive year (ES)! The single bird reported for East Portland was last seen on Feb. 22; Baldridge succeeded in obtaining good pictures of the bird at the feeder on Feb. 2. A Rufous Hummingbird was seen in Tillamook on the very early date of Feb. 20 (Alex Walker).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers―Two Yellow-shafted Flickers were around Bellingham all winter (TRW) and 2 more similarly were at Seattle (ES). One was noted at Terrace, B. C. on Dec. 27 in 10° weather (HRV). One hundred forty-five Lewis' Woodpeckers were found at Medford for the Christmas count. A Say's Phoebe wintered at the Wm. L. Finley Refuge south of Corvallis (DBM).

Skylarks, Swallows and Jays—A record number of 969 Skylarks were found concentrated in snow-free areas on the Victoria Christmas count. Violet-green Swallows were back at Sauvie Island by Feb. 19 (Ron Klein) and at Point Grey, Vancouver, B. C. by March 16 (FWD). Tree Swallows were in the Medford area on Feb. 20, Corvallis area on Feb. 26, and at Point Roberts on March 26. A few Gray Jays were at coastal elevations at Tillamook Bay from at least the end of January until after the first week in March. Two were at Newport, Oreg. in late March and early April (Mrs. R. F. Pitts). Black-billed Magpies were reported from the Sandy and Clackamas River drainages east of Portland several times during the winter and from within the city limits also. A pair of Clark's Nutcrackers were engaged in nest building at 4000 ft. elevation on Three Finger Jack in the Oregon Cascades, March 27 (Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Staender).

Chickadees, Nuthatches and Wrens―Five Chestnut-backed Chickadees were seen at Terrace, B. C. on Dec. 10 and 12 were seen at the same northern locale on Dec. 18 (HRV). Red-breasted Nuthatches were conspicuous by their absence, none being reported anywhere in the Region during the winter season. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were widely reported from as far north as Iona Island, Jan. 29 (FWD) and south to Medford, with other reports coming from the Portland and Tillamook areas.

Thrashers and Thrushes―Dr. John Reynolds (fide JH) saw a Mockingbird at Ashland, Dec. 22, where the bird has been previously recorded in winter. Twenty-five Robins wintered as far north as Terrace, B. C., withstanding temperatures below zero (HRV); they were reported as scarce at Bellingham (TRW), and were considered perhaps more abundant than normal from Portland southward. A young Robin reportedly fell out of a nest at Ashland on the almost incredible date of March 5 (Mrs. Lena Snyder, fide JH)! Varied Thrushes were re-ported as "abundant" from Victoria, "numerous" from Seattle, "more numerous than usual" in north-western Oregon and as "many" at Medford. Hermit Thrushes were reported to be more common than ordinary at Victoria (DS), but elsewhere were regularly but sparsely present, except perhaps for Medford where they were also up somewhat more than usual. Reports of Western Bluebirds came principally in small numbers from the Willamette Valley, but in greater numbers from Medford; three were seen at Cape Meares near Tillamook on Jan. 2 (HBN & JO). A Mountain Bluebird was found at Birch Bay on March 26, where it was carefully and closely observed (FWD). Townsend's Solitaires were all but unreported this season.

Kinglets, Waxwings and Shrikes―Two Golden-crowned Kinglets braved the winter at Terrace, B. C., at least until Jan. 10, the date on which they were observed (HRV). The only winter season reports of Bohemian Waxwings were of one from Portland on the Christmas count and a report from Seattle of birds seen for the count period. Cedar Waxwings were not widely present; Terry Wahl at Bellingham reported seeing none during the winter; a group of 15 was present in Tillamook, March 19, where they do not often occur (JBC, et al.). Northern Shrikes were seen all winter at Bellingham; in mid-January at Ladner, B. C., Seattle, and Portland; in February at Sauvie Island, at McMinnville and at the Wm. L. Finley Refuge; and in March at Medford, and at Birch Bay, north of Bellingham. Harry Nehls care-fully observed a Loggerhead Shrike in north Portland on March 16.

Warblers—Orange-crowned Warblers were found in the Bellingham area on Feb. 6 and 27 (TRW); one was seen at Seattle, Jan. 22 (ES), and another at Hubbard, Oreg., March 25 (TM). A Black-and-white Warbler was first identified by Doris Jelliffe at Seward Park in Seattle on Dec. 10, but it apparently was not seen again until it was independently identified by Robert Boggs and Philip Mattocks, Jr. after close and full study on March 27. The only other Washington state record readily ascertainable at this writing came from Pullman in 1948. Scattered reports of 1 or 2 Townsend's Warblers came from Seattle, Dec. 5, northwestern Oregon, Jan. 2, 21, and 29, and Medford, Feb. 19. A Palm Warbler remained for a week at Esquimalt Lagoon on Vancouver Island during December, and was seen by several competent observers (A. R. Davidson, fide DS). A Yellow-throat was at Medford on Feb. 19 (Henry Pringle, fide JH).

Blackbirds—Eight Bobolinks in winter plumage were seen at dose range by several experienced ob-servers on March 25 in Medford (fide JH). A bird that proved to be an immature male Hooded Oriole was first seen at a feeder in Newport, Oreg., by Mrs. R. F. Pitts on Dec. 12; the bird was identified by William Thackaberry, after which Baldridge and Nehls saw and photographed it on Jan. 30; it was reported last seen on April 2. A Bullock's Oriole was seen at Phoenix, Oreg. on Feb. 20 (Ralph Browning). Brewer's Blackbirds at Terrace, B. C. on Jan. 22 and Feb. 10 (HRV) were out of the ordinary.

Sparrows―-Evening Grosbeaks were generally few throughout the Region at least until March, when they popped up widely in the Portland area. Twelve 
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were at Terrace on March 24 (HRV). A. R. Davidson found 7 Pine Grosbeaks at Victoria in mid-January. A lone female redpoll was at Bellingham, Jan. 20 (TRW); 150 were seen at Terrace, B. C., March 20 (HRV). Pine Siskins also were erratically reported, being regarded as more common in the Portland area this winter than in each of the past two years but not at all approaching the numbers which were present four and five winters ago. Lesser Goldfinches were seen sparingly in the Willamette Valley and in the Medford area at various times during the winter. Red Crossbills were regarded as quite scarce this winter. A flock of 30 White-winged Crossbills, mostly males, reported from about one mile south of Government Camp on Mount Hood (DBM) is one of the few Oregon records. A Green-tailed Towhee, rare at any season anywhere in Washington, was first seen Nov. 28 in Seattle; photos were taken Jan. 24. In the meantime, the bird was seen by several observers besides its discoverers (Doris Jelliffe & VEC). A Lark Bunting at Hoover Lake near Medford, Jan. 30 (Mark & Otis Swisher, fide JH) is said to be the second record for Jackson County, Oreg. Five Savannah Sparrows were seen at Point Roberts on March 26 (FWD). Slate-colored Juncos were observed at Bellingham in January (TRW), in Seattle throughout the winter (ES), and in Portland and environs in December and January. Other records came from Cape Meares, March 6 (AB & WT) and from Wm. L. Finley Refuge, Feb. 26 (AB & DBM). Reports on Oregon Juncos did not permit any conclusions concerning apparent abundance. Two Tree Sparrows were carefully studied at close range at Ladner, B. C., Jan. 15 (FWD). An immature Harris' Sparrow was at Terrace, B. C., on Dec. 9 (HRV). Single White-throated Spar-rows were seen in company with White-crowns and Golden-crowns north of Tillamook, Jan. 29 (JBC & HBN), at Sauvie Island, Feb. 4 (AB & HBN), and on the Medford Christmas count. Fox Sparrows were generally considered to be somewhat more prevalent than usual for the season from Bellingham south to the California border. Three Lapland Longspurs were found at Leadbetter Point, March 20 (AB & DBM, et al.).

Contributors—(AB) Alan Baldridge; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (FWD) Fred W. & Evelyn Dobson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (LDL) Lynn D. LaFave; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (DBM) David B. Marshall; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (JO) James G. Olson; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl.


Spring Migration, 1966

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

The best adjective to describe the past spring's weather in the Region is "dry," with a "very" in front of it for many localities. For example, precipitation at Baker, Oreg., was 0.19 in. in April and 0.59 in. in May, mostly at the month's end. Spokane, Wash. received 0.13 in. (normal, 0.91) in April and 0.49 in. (normal, 1.21) in May. Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont., had 0.76 in. in April and 0.30 in May. At Missoula precipitation for the season was described as light. In many localities extremes of temperature prevailed, as might be expected from sunny days and clear nights. Baker, Oreg. varied from 77° to 21° in April and from 91° to 22° in May. Conditions at Spokane were similar. Southern British Columbia was warm in late March and early April, but had a cold snap starting on April 10 and sub-zero minimums as far south as Williams Lake and 8 inches of snow at Prince George. The cool trend continued there through May with a few short respites. Missoula, Mont. had a cold, cloudy April, which retarded vegetation. May started mild there, turned cool for 2 weeks, then shot up to a 91° maximum. A storm at the end of the month dumped much rain and snow on northwestern Montana. The Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, received 1.2 in. of rain and Glacier Nat'l Park had as much as 2 ft. of wet snow, which extended to surrounding valleys. Missoula, on the edge of the storm, received 0.26 in. of rain at this time. The weather at Bozeman, Mont. was described as generally mild for the season. Views of reporters concerning effects of the weather upon wildlife follow as quotes: Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg.: "The only effect on migration noted was the hurry—of the birds arriving in May. But most arrival dates seemed about as usual." Warren Hall, Spokane: "Migration was generally normal . . ." Mrs. Stanley, Spokane: "Erratic spring weather, alternating few days of extremely warm, then few days of extremely cool weather—little moderate. Possibly resultant food conditions responsible for early arrival of number of species (see warblers and some sparrows) and fast rather than lingering flights of migrants." Frank Kenney, Ninepipe Refuge: "Extremely late spring. Most of the goslings are still number 2's. At this time a year ago they were mostly feathered out. High water in the reservoir has been very beneficial. The nesting 
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is 'way up' for the migratory waterfowl . . ." James Grant, British Columbia: "The early migrants must have had a rough time." Ralph Hand, Missoula: ". . . nothing very unusual . . . but it appears that quite a few of the later migrants were a little later than usual, with, as nearly always, a few exceptions in the opposite direction." Jack Waddell, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.: "The spring vegetative growth in the marsh areas has been a little slow but was excellent by the end of the period. Upland dry area vegetative growth was little or none. . . . The dry sagebrush conditions have had an adverse effect on those bird nesters in this type, particularly the Brewer's Blackbird. Spring migration of waterfowl was unspectacular." Joseph Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.: "The freakish intensity of the storm (in northwestern Montana) undoubtedly did much damage to vegetation, wildlife nesting, and wildlife generally. Despite unusual dry conditions in the vicinity of the refuge, food and cover conditions were generally good for all species. P. D. Skaar, Bozeman, Mont.: The generally mild weather "generally not reflected in early arrivals." Bird students in the Pacific Northwest were shocked and saddened by the untimely death, by drowning, of Lynn LaFave, a very active field observer, biologist and teacher, who contributed copiously to reports for this Region until he moved to Forks, Wash. in the fall of 1965. A scholarship fund in his honor, to be awarded each year to a student entering the field of science, is being established. Contributions may be sent to Warren Hall, South 3815 Tekoa, Spokane, Wash. 99203.

Loons, Grebes, Herons—The earliest observation of Common Loon was on March 15 at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Adams and Grant Cos., Wash. At Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont. the birds arrived in late March. Eared Grebes reached a peak of 8000 at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. on May 1. Fifty Black-crowned Night Herons were seen at their regular nesting site near St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. on May 7 (JA).

Waterfowl—A dearth of Whistling Swans was noted in some areas of eastern Washington and Western Montana. In the former area Hall noted none at all, for the first time in 20 years' observing. Other Spokane Audubon Society members noted a very few, for example, 5 at Banks Lake, Grant Co. (JA). None were noted in the Bitterroot Valley, Stevensville, Mont. and the species was not mentioned in reports from Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. nor from British Columbia. C. J. Henry reported fewer than last year in the vicinity of his home near Ninepipe Refuge. On the other hand, 900 were noted on April 3 at Ennis Lake in Montana and up to 50 were seen at Baker, Oreg. The birds were noted at Columbia Refuge; McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; and at Ninepipe, where 150 were counted the first of April. A peak of 60 Trumpeter Swans was noted at Ennis Lake on March 13. Some 2500 (Lesser) Canada Geese were noted in several large flocks in counties of the Columbia Basin of central Washington (WH). Single White-fronted Geese were noted on 3 occasions at St. Andrews and Stratford, Wash. during the first week of April (WH, S.A.S.) and 20 were observed at McNary Refuge the week of May 16-20. Very few Snow Geese were reported, except for 250 near LaGrande, Oreg., March 30. At Missoula, Mont., Hand noted none, for the first time in many years. Greater Scaup outnumbered the Lesser on the Spokane River near Spokane, Wash. in April (S.A.S.). A pair of Harlequin Ducks was seen at the reservoir on Rattlesnake Creek, a few miles northeast of Missoula, May 7. The species has been known to nest there in recent years. A good—for the area—migration of Red-breasted Mergansers was noted at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. where about 10 males and 5 females were seen (WH).

Eagles, Hawks—Very few hawks were noted in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana, but other reports suggested that this may be a local condition. Sparrow Hawks at Ninepipe were infrequent and possibly declining, but the species appeared to show normal numbers elsewhere. A Red-tailed Hawk that was obviously of subspecies kriderii was studied at close range between Arlee and Ravalli, Lake Co., Mont., April 30 (RLH & JS). A Rough-legged Hawk was seen in the Spokane area on the late date of April 16 (S.A.S.). A peak of 45 Bald Eagles was noted at Ennis, Mont. on April 3. Perhaps 4 or 5 Golden Eagles were using the Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. during the period.

Gallinaceous Birds—Ruffed Grouse, once a common resident at the Bison Range, are now, for unknown reasons, quite rare there. None have been seen there this year. Attempts are being made at the Range to obtain Sharp-tailed Grouse from British Columbia, to re-introduce the species, which became extinct there in the early 1940's. About 40 Sage Grouse were observed at their usual dance area near Creston, Wash., April 16 (JA). A strong winter carry-over of Ring-necked Pheasants was in evidence at Columbia, McNary and Ninepipe Refuges. California Quail appeared to be on the upswing at McNary Refuge. Chukars were quite rare at the Bison Range, with probably not more than 30 birds there, but Gray Partridges were abundant, with a population level of about 300.

Cranes, Rails, Shorebirds—Except for near St. Andrews, Wash., where 800 Sandhill Cranes were seen on April 3 (JA), this species was noted in scant numbers. At Columbia, where few land, the fly-over appeared late and below usual numbers, and at Baker, Oreg. they were heard once and not seen at all (BP, fide AW). The species made its appearance in the Bozeman, Mont. area on April 10 (RAH). A Sora seen in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana, May 21, furnished the first record there for the observers (CLB, OF & MG). Am. Coot reached peak numbers of 5000 at Ennis, Mont. and 6500 at Ninepipe Refuge, both in April. Migrant shorebirds are generally poor in both numbers and species in spring in the Region but they were particularly scant at Baker, Oreg. Because 
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of the drought. A Willet, rare in eastern Washington, was present at Reardan on May 22 (WH). Six Pectoral Sandpipers, very seldom seen during spring in eastern Washington, were noted at a pond near Hauser Lake, northeast of Spokane (JA), and a Dunlin, likewise rare in spring, was at Reardan during the third week of May (JA, WH). Two of the latter species were noted at McNary Refuge on April 19. By far the largest number of Am. Avocets reported was 600 at Ennis Lake in Montana, April 24, the first date the species was noted. Northern Phalaropes appeared at Reardan, Wash. in numbers unusual for that locality, up to 50 or more during late May (JA, WH).

Gulls, Terns—In addition to the more or less expected sprinkling of Franklin's and Bonaparte's Gulls at Reardan, Wash., single Common Terns, perhaps the same bird, were noted there on three dates in May (JA, WH). Caspian Terns, reported only from Columbia Refuge, appeared there on May 3. At Ninepipe Refuge nests of Franklin's Gulls were found. The species is now considered as uncommon there.

Owls—A Screech Owl was seen in a Wood Duck nest box along the Little Spokane River near Spokane (VN & CS). Long-eared Owls were reported only near St. Andrews, Wash., where they are known to nest (JA, WH). Burrowing Owls were noted near Belgrade (RAH, DRS & PDS) and Missoula, Mont.; Baker, Oreg., and McNary Refuge and Odessa, Wash. (JA). Short-eared Owls were noted as common at lower elevations at the Nat'l Bison Range.

Poor-wills, Swifts, Hummingbirds—The Poor-will was noted only at Little Buck Mountain, near Loup camp ground east of Twisp, Wash., May 29 (TW). An early Vaux's Swift was at Spokane on April 20 (WH) and 2 appeared at Vernon, B. C. on April 19 after temperatures the night before of 25° at Vernon and 21° at Penticton (KG). The White-throated Swift was reported in the Bitterroot Valley of western Montana for the first time in recent years. A Calliope Hummingbird was caught in a late winter snow at Prince George, about May 5 and had its picture in the newspaper.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—The Red-breasted subspecies of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was reported as common in the Prince George district of British Columbia. Two pairs were noted at Tabor Lake on May 29. A pair of Williamson's Sapsuckers was found nesting on Huckleberry Mountain, Stevens Co., Wash. on May 29 and was feeding young in early June (S.A.S.). Eastern Kingbirds were first noted at Vernon, B. C. on May 21, considered very late, although this date would be about average for many localities in the Region. Likewise, May 2 was one of the latest dates for arrival of the Western Kingbird at Vernon, but this would be considered a normal or early date for most of the Region. Traill's and Hammond's Flycatchers were first seen at Vernon on May 1, which will sound early to most other observers in this Region. A Dusky Flycatcher singing at Spokane on April 28 was ahead of schedule (JA). Hand identified a Least Flycatcher at Missoula, June 11. This is his first record there since 1959.

Wrens, Mimic Thrushes—The House Wren furnished some early records in eastern Washington: May 1 at Sprague Lake, Lincoln Co. (WH), and May 3 at Spokane (S.A.S.). Two were noted at Baker, Oreg. on May 3 and the species was noted at Vernon, B. C. on May 1. Two Mockingbird records were obtained. One bird was seen on several occasions in Kelowna, B. C. from mid-April to mid-May by several competent observers (JB) and another was observed at length near the MSU campus, Bozeman, on May 15-16. Only 4 previous records (sight) exist for Montana. Another rarity was a Brown Thrasher at Missoula, June 13, constituting Hand's first record west of the Continental Divide.

Bluebirds—Numerical status of bluebirds appeared variable for the Region. Carol Boyd reported more Mountain Bluebirds in the Bitterroot Valley than for many years. Mrs. Stanley considered them more numerous than the Western this spring in the Spokane area and Hall mentioned "fair numbers" for both species, which mostly moved on—they now rarely breed within the city limits of Spokane. He also noted that bluebirds have diminished greatly in the farming areas south and southwest of Spokane and speculated that Starlings, herbicides and pesticides might be factors. At the Nat'l Bison Range a flock of 50 Mountain Bluebirds was noted, March 18 (PM & VM) but only 1 was seen there on May 25 (VM); these were the only observations during the spring. Once being a common nesting resident around headquarters, the species has declined, apparently with increasing Starling population. At Missoula Hand had not seen a single bluebird during the spring and C. J. Henry at Charlo, Mont. had seen only 1 Mountain Bluebird. Other reporters did not comment upon numbers.

Warblers—The first Orange-crowned Warbler at Spokane was noted on April 17 (early) (S.A.S.). The Nashville likewise furnished early dates there, April 15 (S.A.S.) and April 16 (WH). The first Audubon's Warblers at Bozeman were seen on May 1 (early). This would be considered a late arrival date for the western part of the Region. For example, 4 were at Baker, Oreg. on April 10 and the birds were seen at McNary Refuge in mid-March. At Vernon, B. C. the species first appeared on April 2 (JTF). Of special interest are the reports from Prince George, B. C., an area much farther north than any in the Region for which a report has been received, in the experience of the present regional editor. The Tennessee Warbler was common at Tabor Lake near Prince George, May 29 and the Magnolia Warbler was first seen at Prince George on May 31. Several Myrtle Warblers were noted in May and Blackpoll Warblers were seen at Tabor Lake and at Tudyah Lake, 100 miles to the north. Northern Waterthrushes were first seen at Quesnel, May 19 and were common and singing at Tabor Lake, May 29, on a cold, sleety day.

Blackbirds—Bobolinks were noted at 4 localities. At Bozeman the first date was May 29 and in the Bitterroot Valley they appeared on May 27. Small numbers were seen in the lower valleys of Lake 
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County, Mont. (CJH) and a single bird was seen at Baker, Oreg. near the end of May. A Western Meadowlark was seen at McLeod Lake, latitude 55°, north of Prince George, B. C. This is 150 miles north of its breeding range west of the Rockies. The first spring record of the Yellow-headed Blackbird was at Charlo, Lake Co., Mont. on March 11 (CJH). (This sounds very early—THR). Two were at Baker on March 24 (early). A pair of Rusty Blackbirds was noted at Kerry Lake, 65 miles north of Prince George, May 11. A flock of 72 Brown-headed Cowbirds was seen at Finlay Forks, 56° latitude, north of Prince George. (How do you get there, Jim? Fly?)

Tanagers—Two male Western Tanagers had reached Prince George by May 14 and during the rest of the month were the most conspicuous bird in the city, picking over garbage in the back alleys along with the House Sparrows!

Finches—A pair of Lazuli Buntings showed up in the Bitterroot Valley on the very early date of April 4 (OF); no more were seen there for several weeks. Evening Grosbeaks were present at nearly every reporting locality and generally in large numbers. The hordes of the birds feeding upon the seeds of the elm in the Vernon, B. C. district led Jim Grant to ask the question, "Have the elms (all exotic in this area) had any effect on the migration pattern of Evening Grosbeaks?" A Purple Finch male was noted singing at Quesnel, B. C. on May 9. At Missoula a House Finch appeared, March 15 and sang daily until the 18th after which it disappeared. Pine Siskins were abundant at Missoula —second only to Evening Grosbeaks—and in nearby Bitterroot Valley. The species was abundant also at Williams Lake and Quesnel, B. C., May 9. Grant remarked, "Siskins seem to reach peak numbers at about dandelion seed-time or a few days before, and this introduced weed seems to be a staple food on the spring migration. What did they do before there were dandelions?" Red Crossbills were reported for Montana only for the Bitterroot Valley. The only British Columbia record was of 2 at Vernon, May 8. Offsetting this at least partly was the abundance of the birds in the Spokane area (WH, S.A.S.). No White-winged Crossbills were noted in the Prince George district during May, apparently because last year's spruce cone crop was a failure.

Sparrows—The Lark Bunting staged a good invasion in the Bozeman area similar to that of 1963. Many were seen near Belgrade, May 22 (RAH, DRS & PDS) and were still present, May 29 and June 5. The uncommon Sage Sparrow was seen (1) near Odessa, Wash. on April 3 (JA). Two early Chipping Sparrow arrivals were noted at Spokane: April 7 (THR) and April 10 (S.A.S.). An early Brewer's Sparrow record, 2 birds on April 1, was obtained near Odessa, Wash. (JA). The White-crowned Sparrow migration appeared to reach its peak in late April west of the Continental Divide, but in the Bozeman area the first migrant was seen on May 13. At Spokane the migration was considered early and fast (S.A.S.) and not as abundant as in other years (WH). Possibly this was due to the generally fair weather prevailing during most of April and early May. Two (Gambel's) White-crowned Sparrows seen at Baker, Oreg., March 24, may have been wintering birds. A (Mountain) White-crown was seen in the nearby mountains on May 7. Both the Gambel's and the Mountain races were seen at Bozeman. The Golden-crowned Sparrow was noted, April 2-3, across the Columbia River from The Dalles, Oreg. near Horsethief Lake State Park, Wash. (GS & VS). The White-throated Sparrow was fairly common in the Prince George district, the last of May and 1 was at a feeder in Spokane, Wash., where it is a rare visitor (JA). At least 3 of the Harris' Sparrows that wintered at Coldstream, near Vernon, B. C., were still there on March 2 (Mrs. JS). McCown's Longspur arrived in the Bozeman area on May 8. Single Lapland Long-spurs appeared at Missoula on March 12 and 17 and 2 were noted near St. Andrews, Wash. on April 3 (JA).

Contributors— (sectional editors, whose names appear in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated) —(JA) James Acton; Eugene C. Barney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; (CLB) Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley, Stevensville, Mont.; (JB) J. Burbridge; Robert M. Ellis, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (OF) Opal Foust; (JTF) J. T. Fowle; (MG) Marion Gebhart; James Grant, British Columbia; (KG) K. Gruener; (WH) Warren Hall; Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry; Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; (VM) Victor May; (JPM) Joseph P. Mazzoni, Nat'l Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (VN) Vee Nealey; (BP) Brent Perkins; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (DRS) D. R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area, Mont.; (CS) Connie Smedley; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; Mrs. S. O. Stanley, eastern Washington; (Mrs. JS) Mrs. J. Speechly, (GS & VS) Gil & Viv Staender; (JS) John Sullivan; Jack E. Waddell, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; (TW) Terry Wahl; (AW) Ann Ward, Oregon


Spring Migration, 1966

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

April and May produced an extraordinary mishmash of weather. It was hardly spring. We had summer with a large dose of winter; there was no moderation. Generally, it was very dry—probably the fundamental trouble. April was warm, except April 17-20, when a super cold wave struck the Region. Temperatures were driven down to sub-zero in central Wyoming. The large fruit crop in Utah and western Colorado was destroyed. The cold wave went into southern Colorado, also; it was more moderate in the Great Basin to the west, but still very unseasonal. In the warm weather which followed, the grasses were ahead of schedule, but the tree foliage was much delayed; many leaves were not out at the end of this period. Many exotic 
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trees were partially or completely killed although native species, such as the cottonwoods, were not hurt, the conifers were badly damaged. Since the cold preceded the arrival of the insectivores, most of these survived. If there was any migration, it was very poor and the birds went through so fast they were not seen, or the area was by-passed. Residents turned up about on time, until the cold wave; then they were delayed. The extreme dryness and lack of cold fronts caused the poor migration. For instance, in Cheyenne, Wyo. there was a super-drought with no moisture in April and May, and only 15 percent of normal since the first of the year. Normally, April and May produce much of the year's moisture. Passerine birds are usually caught by a few patches of trees that are artificially grown in an area such as the city of Cheyenne. By mid-May the trees were dying unless irrigated and there were hardly any migrant landbirds (MH). Greater numbers than usual of Audubon's Warblers were seen in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Colo. in May. It is suggested that owing to the drought on the plains the birds kept more to the Colorado mountains (AC). In spite of the drought, many interesting birds were seen. The great waterfowl refuges of the Great Basin had good holdover moisture from last year and did reasonably well insofar as breeding birds went.

Grebes—There was an absence of Eared Grebes in the Klamath Basin, May 28 (WT). Western Grebes appear to be increasing at Bear River Marshes, Great Salt Lake (LPG).

Herons—A Green Heron, a rare bird in the Rockies, was at Antero Reservoir in Park County, west of Denver, May 15 (RG).

Swans—Seven Trumpeter Swan nests were found during this period at Ruby Lakes, Nev. (DEL). There were 3 known and 4 suspected nests at the Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (HFD). This species is doing well and expanding into selected areas of its former range.

Ducks and Geese—Bear River Marshes reported that the migration of wild fowl passed through rapidly with a peak of 72,631 on April 1, down 33 percent from last year (LFG). The Malheur Refuge has 40 percent of the potential of water flooding in the Blitzen valley. This is its principal tributary, but there is enough water from last year in Malheur Lake to compensate. The nesting population at Malheur is 900 pairs of Canada Geese and 12,000 pairs of ducks (HFD). At Stillwater, Nev. the water bird migration was over by the start of the period. Duck nesting is in full swing (LHW). Water conditions are inferior to last year, owing to less snowpack in the Sierra and early warm weather (JMD). Canada Goose production was reported as good over most of this Region. Lake Wolcott on the Minidoka Refuge, Snake River, Idaho was high. The goose nests were inundated but the birds re-nested (LDN). Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho reports that the water level has been reduced on Lake Lovell—there is little duck and goose breeding there. The nearby islands in the Snake River unit have almost as many nests as last year-271 versus 292 (RVP). The Monte Vista Refuge continues to expand. Water conditions in this San Luis valley refuge are excellent with a big crop of ducks expected. The refuge itself expects about 15,552 ducklings (CRB).

Eagles and Hawks—There are fewer nests of the Golden Eagle in Wyoming this year than usual. Some effort is being made to keep track of nests and many have been destroyed this year, mostly by humans (EP). Golden Eagles are not doing very well in southern Utah either (SM). In general, all reports of hawks are down. The only report was of a good flight of Ferruginous Hawks near Cedar City, Utah in May (SM). Six were seen in one morning.

Gallinules—A Common Gallinule was seen at Bear River Marshes (LFG). This bird is casual in Utah.

Shorebirds—The drop in water has laid open large areas of mud flats at Malheur Refuge. There is an increase in the nesting of the Am. Avocet and Black-necked Stilt (HFD).

Hummingbirds—A Black-chinned Hummingbird was seen at Utah State University, Logan, Utah, May 10 (RK). This bird is rare there. The abundance of hummers on the western slope of Colorado was reaffirmed (TC).

Flycatchers—A Hammond's Flycatcher was mist-netted at Malheur on May 16, a first spring record (CFZ). As many birders are not sure of the Hammonds–Dusky differentiation, the mist-net seems to be a more accurate way of identification. An Olive-sided Flycatcher on May 31 was another first spring record also for Malheur (CFZ).

Thrashers—A Bendire's Thrasher at Arches Nat'l Monument in Utah, April 20, was farther north than this bird has been reported previously (DC). On May 9 another was seen in the nearby needles district of the new Canyonlands Nat'l Park (RD). Perhaps this has been another overlooked species. Another Bendire's was seen, May 16, near Lund in the desert of southwestern Utah (SM).

Gnatcatchers—A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, April 16 (RB) — a first record for this bird in the Park, northern Colorado. They are more common both west and north of this.

Warblers—Three Painted Redstarts appeared 
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in Zion Park, Utah, April 24, and stayed 5 days. April 26, 1930 was the last recorded appearance of this species in Zion (RW).

Bobolinks—Ten Bobolinks were seen near Logan, Utah, May 23 (DMF). The colony near Malheur is increasing (WT). This bird is local throughout the West.

Tanagers—A Summer Tanager was found at the Horticultural Station, Cheyenne, May 14 (OKS, et al.) — the first record for Wyoming.

Buntings—An Indigo Bunting was found in Zion Park, May 31 (RW). Another was near Provo, Utah, May 8 (GK). This has been a casual bird in Utah. No hybrids between Lazuli and Indigo Buntings have been reported this year.

Other Fringillids—A Lark Bunting was seen near Bear River Marshes, May 23 (DMF). They appear to be increasing in numbers at this refuge (LFG). Farther east this bird is much more common. Large flocks of Gray-headed Juncos seen at Durango, Colo. on April 20 were very late (OR). The April weather seemed much like February. A Black-throated Sparrow was seen west of Brothers, Oreg., May 30 (WT, et al.), farther west than previously reported. A Le Conte's Sparrow at Moab Slough, Utah, April 19, is another casual record for that state (DC).

Contributors.—(RB), Ruth Baysdorfer; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DC), Dennis Carter; (TC), T. Colborn; (AC), Allegra Collister; (JMD), John M. Davis; (RD), Robert Devine; (HFD), Harold F. Duebbert; (DMF), Dennis M. Forsythe; (LFG), Lloyd F. Gunther; (RG), Robert Gustafson; (MH), May Hanesworth; (GB), Gleb Kashin; (RK), R. King; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (SM), Stewart Murie; (LDN), Larry D. Napier; (RVP), Ronald V. Papika; (EP), Earl Pote; (OR), Oppie Reames; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (WT), William Thackaberry; (RW), Roland Wauer; (LHW), Larry H. Worden; (CFZ), C. Fred Zeillemaker.


Spring Migration, 1966

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

No unusual storms or weather extremes marked the spring migration season in this Region. In the southern portions the season was characterized as dryer and warmer than usual in April, and dry with normal temperatures in May. With generally prevailing westerly or northerly winds, migration on the whole was considered quite unspectacular throughout the Region. This may be partly attributable to the fact that the Region apparently received even sparser coverage than usual during the period.

Loons, Grebes, Petrels and Herons—A heavy migration of loons, consisting primarily of Arctic's passed Yaquina Head, Lincoln Co., Oreg., April 30 (RM). Two Eared Grebes were at Point Roberts, April 2 (FWD). There were still several thousand Western Grebes at Bellingham on May 4 (TW). Thackaberry observed a single Slender-billed Shearwater over the ocean at Seal Rock, south of Newport, Oreg., May 14. The same observer found 3 rarely observed Leach's Petrel some three or four hundred yards offshore at the same place on June 4. Eighty-one Great Blue Herons at Blaine, Wash., May 2 (LHK) is a high spring count. An Am. Bittern was seen west of Brownsville, Oreg., May 1 (LW).

Waterfowl—Last reports for Whistling Swans were 25 at Sauvie Island, Oreg., April 3 (HBN). Migrating flocks of Canada Geese were reported from Terrace, B. C. in mid-April (HRV); from Drayton Harbor, Wash., in mid-April and early May (LHK); from Sauvie Island up to May 18 (HBN); and from the south jetty of the Columbia River from April 9 through mid-May (HBN). Three pairs of Canada Geese nesting at Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River above Portland had brought off 16 young by the last week in May (HBN). Migrant Black Brant were widely reported from Puget Sound and along the northern Oregon and southern Washington coasts in good numbers through April and early May. One hundred White-fronted Geese were at Wickaninnish on the west side of Vancouver Island on April 30 (DS), 21 were at Terrace, B. C., May 16 (HRV), and 1 was at Sauvie Island, May 18 (HBN). The only reports of Snow Geese during the period were 9 at Terrace, B. C., April 19 and 1 there May 18 (HRV). Four Pintails and 8 Green-winged Teal at the mouth of the Columbia River on May 21 (RF, HBN) were late. A bird deduced to be a hybrid male Blue-winged X Cinnamon Teal was seen at Medford, May 7. The bird looked like a Cinnamon Teal except for a white facial crescent and a white patch before the black tail (JH, OS). Two Cinnamon Teal at Tillamook, May 14 (RF, WT) were unusual at that coastal location. European Widgeon were found at Delta Park, Portland, April 5 and on Sauvie Island, April 11 (HBN). There were still 3000 Am. Widgeon at the latter place as late as April 24, while 3 pairs remained at Crystal Springs, Portland, May 31 (HBN). One hundred Shovelers were resting on salt water at Victoria, May 1 (DS) and a lone bird of this species was at Sauvie Island the same date (HBN). A single Redhead was at Blaine, Wash. as late as May 22 (LHK). Greater Scaup were reported from several locations northward from the mouth of 
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the Columbia River as late as May 21. A pair of Am. Goldeneye lingered at Blaine, Wash. up to May 24 (LHK). Two immature male Oldsquaws at Bellingham, April 24 (TW), and 1 at Point Roberts, May 1 (FWD), were the latest records this season. A pair of Red-breasted Mergansers was still present at Blaine at the end of May (LHK), while a pair of Com. Mergansers was at Seattle, May 21 (FWD).

Hawks—A Rough-legged Hawk was seen near Victoria on the late date of May 17 (fide DS); a bird that at no time occurs regularly on Vancouver Island. Bald Eagles raised at least one young near Blaine (LHK). Marsh Hawks were probably nesting again at the south jetty of the Columbia, as birds were repeatedly seen there during May preying on small sandpipers (HBN). An Osprey was at Fort Stevens State Park on the Oregon coast, May 7 (HBN). A nest site in the vicinity of Albany, Oreg., has been used for many years and was successfully used again this year (LW). Peregrines were observed, April 9 and May 7, at the south jetty of the Columbia (HBN), and at Willapa Bay, Wash., April 16 (RF, HBN).

Gamebirds, Cranes and Rails—Bobwhites were reported only from Lebanon, Oreg., where 1 was heard calling, May 24 (WT). A single Sandhill Crane was at Howard Lake near Medford, April 8 (JH), and 15 were at Sauvie Island, April 24 (Irving Curran). A Virginia Rail was recorded near Lebanon, May 1 (WT). Six or 8 Soras were at Lake Terrell, near Ferndale, Wash., April 26 (TW).

Shorebirds—A Semipalmated Plover at Hoover Lakes near Medford, May 7 (JH, OS) was the first ever seen in the area. A bird of this species was at Sauvie Island, April 29 (HBN); an out-of-the-ordinary inland location. Snowy Plovers had young at Yaquina Bay, May 19 and June 3 (WT), and at the south jetty of the Columbia, May 28 (RF, HBN). An American Golden Plover, very rare in spring, was seen at Willapa Bay, April 16 in full breeding plumage (RF, HBN). The only reports for Ruddy Turnstones, uncommon in the Region, were 1 at Bellingham, April 23-26 (TW) and 6 at Esquimalt Lagoon, Vancouver Island, April 30 (DS). The only reports of Black Turnstones were of 15 to 20 at Bellingham, April 23-26 (TW), and "a flock" at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., April 24 (LW). There were no reports of Surfbirds. "Winnowing" Common Snipe were heard at Blaine, April 27 (LHK), and at Sauvie Island, April 29 (HBN). Whimbrels were recorded at the Columbia River south jetty on April 9 and May 7; at Willapa Bay, April 16 (HBN); and in the Blaine-Vancouver area in numbers up to 15 from May 1-24 (FWD, LHK, TW). Solitary Sandpipers, rare in the Region, were seen at the Wm. L. Finley Nat'l Wildlife Refuge south of Corvallis, Oreg., May 2 (RM) and in mid-May at Victoria (ARD). A small flock of Wandering Tattlers was seen at Tillamook Bay, May 14 (RF, WT), and 2 were at the south jetty of the Columbia, May 7 (HBN). Pectoral Sandpipers were seen at Tacoma, May 8 (VEC) and on Sauvie Island, April 2 (R. Klein, J. Gilligan). Three Baird's Sandpipers, of regular occurrence in the fall but extremely rare in spring, were seen at the south jetty of the Columbia, April 2 and 1 was also present there on April 9 (HBN). Thousands of Least and Western Sandpipers and Dunlins were at Willapa Bay, April 16 (RF, HBN). Two Leasts and 5 Dunlins were at Hoover Lakes on April 9 (OS). Dunlins and Western Sandpipers were widely and abundantly reported from the Region through the first week in May. A Sanderling, in winter plumage, was observed at Sauvie Island on May 1 (HBN). One Northern Phalarope appeared at Tillamook (RF, WT), and 15 at Victoria (DS) on May 14; 2 were at the south jetty of the Columbia River, May 15; while many flocks were migrating past there on May 21 (HBN). On the latter date, 15 birds were seen inland at Sauvie Island (R. Klein). A single Red Phalarope was seen in speckled plumage at the south jetty, May 21 (RF, HN). Two Wilson's Phalaropes were also at the south jetty on May 21. Elsewhere the species was seen at McFadden Swamp near Corvallis —7 on May 28 and 2 on June 11; at Tacoma tide flats, May 29 and June 5; at Victoria (fide DS), May 18; and at Hoover Lakes, May 7 (JH, OS).

Gulls, Terns and Auks—Thackaberry saw a second year Glaucous Gull at Seal Rock on the very late date of May 19. Bonaparte's Gulls were present by the hundreds in the Blaine-Bellingham area from the last week in April to the end of the period. "Thousands" were seen along the Curry County coast of southwestern Oregon on April 23 (JH). On May 18, an immature Bonaparte's was at Sauvie Island, where the species occurs occasionally from May through September (HBN). Three Black-legged Kittiwakes were at the mouth of the Columbia, April 2 (HBN), and 1 was there on April 16 (RE, HBN). "Many" of this species were at Wickaninnish Beach, Vancouver Island, April 30 (DS), while 2 were seen at Tillamook Bay on May 14 (RP, WT). Ten to 15 Sabine's Gulls were seen over the ocean from Seal Rock, Oreg. on May 19 (WT). Common Terns first appeared at Point Grey near Vancouver, B. C. on May 12. Small flocks, mixed about equally with Arctic Terns, were migrating past the south jetty of the Columbia River on May 21 at the rate of 25 to 35 per hour (RE, HBN). The same phenomenon, with 200-300 birds per hour, was noted at Seal Rock, May 19 (WT), with Arctic Terns predominant. The first Caspian Tern ever seen in the Medford area showed up at Hoover Lakes on May 7 (JH, OS). A bird of this species was seen at Newport, Oreg., April 14 (T. McCamant); at Tillamook Bay on May 14 (RF, WT); and at the south jetty, May 21 (RF, HBN). A Black Tern was at the unprecedentedly western location of the south jetty of the Columbia River on May 21 (RF, HBN); another was at Hoover Lakes near Medford on May 17 (OS). Up to 7 Marbled Murrelets were at Point Roberts, April 2 and May 1 (FWD), and at Seal Rocks on May 19 (WT). Thirty Tufted Puffins were on the rocks at Cannon Beach on May 7 (HBN).

Pigeons, Swifts, Hummingbirds and Woodpeckers—Band-tailed Pigeons were reported as being in good numbers from both Oregon and Washington. 
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Mourning Doves were seen regularly during May on Vancouver Island where the species is not ordinarily regular (DS). A Black Swift was seen momentarily but at close range by Nehls 3 miles east of the summit of the Coast Range on U. S. Highway 26 in Oregon on May 7. This observation constitutes one of the very few Oregon records for this species which nests both in Washington to the north and in California to the south. Another individual of this species was seen on May 20 at Point Grey (FWD). Vaux's Swift first appeared in the Region, April 16, at Roxy Ann Butte near Medford (OS) and, April 18, at Newberg (LW). By May 4 it was recorded in Tacoma and by May 8 at Bellingham. It was well established by the end of May in the Cascades and around Portland. Hicks recorded a Calliope Hummingbird at Ashland, Oreg. on April 22; a very early date. The first Rufous Hummingbird was seen at Terrace, B. C. on April 28 (HRV). Two Acorn Woodpeckers were seen near Lebanon, Oreg., May 1 (WT). Although the species occurs regularly up the west side of the Willamette Valley in the open oak association typical of its usual habitat, it is rarely seen elsewhere so far north.

Flycatchers and Swallows—Western Kingbirds are most irregular in the Region, but this spring the species was reported on April 24 and May 2 near Lebanon (WT); April 16 at the north jetty of the Columbia River (RF, HBN); April 27 at Newberg (LW); and May 7 at the south jetty (HBN). A pair is suspected to be nesting on Sauvie Island where it has been seen regularly (HBN). On the late afternoon of May 7 at Cape Arago lighthouse, Coos County, Oreg., James Anderson and many of some 50 school teachers who were along on a field trip studied a bird which was reliably identified as a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. This record would be all but unbelievable except for other sightings of this species which have been made far to the north and northeast of its normal range. A Black Phoebe was recorded on the Applegate River near Medford, April 24 (fide JH); a bird which has turned up more or less regularly in the Medford area in recent years. An Olive-sided Flycatcher at Bellingham, May 5 (TW), and 1 at Fort Stevens State Park in Oregon, May 7 (HBN), were both unusually early. Bank Swallows are of rare occurrence within Oregon, so much so that many active field observers have never seen the species within the Region, thus reports of 3 at Sauvie Island, May 9 (HBN), and one at Yaquina Bay, May 19 (WT), are of considerable interest. Rough-winged Swallows are fairly regular; they were first seen at Prescott near Rainier, Oreg., April 9 (HBN), and at Blaine, April 19 (LHK). Barn Swallows were generally thought to be late in arriving and reports indicate that they may be down from their usual numbers. Cliff Swallows did not seem to be as prevalent as usual in parts of the Region by the end of the period. Purple Martins were widely but sparsely reported from Medford to Sauvie Island, Tillamook, Seattle, Bremerton and Victoria.

Jays, Wrens, Thrashers and Thrushes—A Clark's Nutcracker was seen at Bellingham, where it is uncommon, on April 30 (TW). House Wrens are of local breeding occurrence in the Region; three pairs were nesting on the Thackaberry farm near Lebanon. The species was reported on April 9 at Fort Stevens State Park (HBN), April 18 at Medford (JH), and May 28 at Hubbard (McCamant). A Sage Thrasher was seen May 26 by Thackaberry on his farm; the bird is a rare straggler to western Oregon. A Mockingbird was again seen in the Medford area, this time on May 10 at Phoenix (fide JH). "Thousands of Robins and Varied Thrushes nearly covered the town . . . " of Terrace, B. C., April 10. Vance thought the invasion was attributable to the snow which covered the ground and that the birds were in search of food. A Swainson's Thrush was first recorded at Portland, April 22 (HBN); at Seattle, May 13 (VEC); and at Blaine, May 21 (LHK). A Mountain Bluebird was at Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood, Oreg., May 29, while on the same day many individuals of this species were seen in cut-over areas of the Clackamas River drainage to the south of Mount Hood (HBN). Six birds of this species migrated through Terrace, B. C., early in April as is the custom of a few individuals each year (HRV). Townsend's Solitaire, commonly found in the Regions to the east, was nonetheless widely reported during the period: two birds were seen at Point Roberts, April 2; at Vancouver, B. C., April 4; near Lebanon, Oreg., April 11; at Nanaimo, B. C., April 14; at Terrace, B. C., May 2; and several at Timothy Lake south of Mount Hood on May 29.

Gnatcatchers, Kinglets, Waxwings and Shrikes—A pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was seen at the traditional nesting site near Medford on May 20 and on May 30 the pair was seen with 4 young, indicating a very early nesting (JH). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet had reached Terrace, B. C., by April 12 (HRV). Cedar Waxwings returned to the Bellingham area after a winter's absence (TW) and were very common around Portland by the end of the period. A Northern Shrike was at Warrenton, west of Astoria, Oreg. on April 9 (HBN). More Starlings than ever before seemed to be nesting in the northern Willamette Valley, having brought off many young by mid-May.

Vireos and Warblers—A Solitary Vireo at Victoria, B. C., April 8 (ARD), was very early for so far north. The only report of a Red-eyed Vireo was of one heard singing on Crabtree Creek east of Lebanon, Oreg. on May 20 in the same location where a pair was discovered last year (WT). Warbling Vireos were first recorded, May 1, at Blaine (LHK), Bellingham (TW), and Victoria (DS); earliest records for locations farther south came later. The earliest Orange-crowned Warbler was one at Seattle, March 30 (VEC), but this was not a particularly early date. The only Nashville Warbler, a species rare in the Region on the whole, was one at Ashland, April 20 (JH). The earliest Yellow Warbler was again from well north in the Region; one being seen at Blaine on April 25 (LHK). The last Myrtle Warbler was reported at Sauvie Island, 
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April 24 (HBN). Two Audubon's Warblers were at Point Roberts on April 2 (FWD); the species first arrived at Terrace, B. C., far to the north, on April 11 (HRV). The earliest Black-throated Gray Warbler report was from Seattle, April 22 (ES), which means the species was late or overlooked before then. The few comments received concerning Townsend's Warbler affirmatively indicated that it was largely absent or overlooked during the period. Lack of mention of the Hermit Warbler by observers would indicate the same for this species. Hicks commented on the rarity of MacGillivray's Warbler in the Medford area; the few dates reported for other locations indicated arrival a few days later than usual. Yellow-throats seemed to arrive approximately on schedule, although a bird at Victoria on April 8 (ARD) would have been a bit early. A Wilson's Warbler at Portland on April 9 (J. Gilligan) was a good three weeks earlier than the normal arrival date.

House Sparrow, Blackbirds and Sparrows—H. R. Vance at Terrace, B. C., May 7, saw the first male House Sparrow he has ever seen there, where, under such a state of affairs it is not surprising that the species is rare. Yellow-headed Blackbirds are irregular in the Region except for a few localities along the Columbia River near Portland. The first birds this year were seen there on the early date of April 7 (HBN). Elsewhere the species was seen at Brownsville, Oreg., March 24 and again on April 17 (LW); 1 was at Victoria, May 8, and 3 were there, May 12 (fide DS); and 1 was at Lake Terrell near Ferndale on May 20 (TW). Bullock's Oriole was hardly mentioned in reports, the earliest record for the Region this season being one at Sauvie Island on May 1 (HBN), which was not an early record. Fifty-four Brown-headed Cowbirds were at Terrace, B. C., May 7 (HRV), where the observer has never seen more than a single bird before. In the northern Willamette Valley the species was less in evidence than for the last few years, with no young about by the end of the period. Western Tanagers seemed to arrive on schedule; five stopped at Terrace, B. C. on May 16 and remained until June 4, the observer commenting that he had not previously seen the species there (HRV). Black-headed Grosbeaks were not reported before May 2. Lazuli Buntings are seemingly not so common in the Region now as the literature would indicate they were 20 years ago. Evening Grosbeaks were widely in evidence around Portland during April and the first half of May and also were more numerous than usual at Bellingham. Ten were at Terrace, B. C., April 2 (HRV). Pine Siskins appeared in good numbers at Bellingham on April 1 (TW), and 20 were at Point Roberts on April 2 (FWD). Am. Goldfinches reached Blaine, April 24 (LHK), and were abundant in the Willamette Valley after the first week in May. Red Crossbills returned to Victoria during the spring after a two-year absence (DS); 20 were at Bellingham, where they are unusual, on May 20 (TW), while 25 were seen at Hubbard, Oreg., May 28. Northward migrating Savannah Sparrows were reported from the Blaine-Bellingham area, April 2-3. The species first arrived at Terrace on April 26, where the migration was at its peak the first week in May. The last bird was gone by the end of the month (HRV). A Slate-colored Junco at Seattle, April 19 (VEC), was the last. Ralph Moldenhauer photographed a Tree Sparrow at his feeder in Corvallis, Oreg., March 30-April 3; the bird is rare indeed west of the Cascades. Although the White-crowned Sparrow was first at Point Roberts, April 2 (FWD), the peak of migration at Blaine occurred about May 1 (LHK). The species was numerous at Seattle from April 6 to the end of the month; it first arrived at Terrace on April 20 and was gone from there after May 17. The migration of the Golden-crowned Sparrow pretty much accompanied that of the White-crowned, judging from the reports. A Fox Sparrow was still in Portland on April 28 (HBN). A Lincoln's Sparrow was banded and photographed in Seattle on April 14 and 15 (ES).

Contributors—(VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) R. Davidson; (FWD) Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Dobson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (RM) Ralph Moldenhauser; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) Wm. Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TW) Terry Wahl; (LW) Larry Wheeler.


The Nesting Season, 1966

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Summer for much of the Region was a period of drought. Baker, Oreg., recorded only 2.12 in. of moisture for the 4 months, April-July. Spokane, Wash. received less than half normal precipitation in June, mostly early in the month; and in July, although rainfall was more than double the normal, it fell entirely in two storms during the first half of the month and the area received no measurable precipitation thereafter. Water levels at nearby Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge continued lower than normal and the level at Reardan slough, haven of migrating shorebirds, was decidedly low in late July. These birds appeared early there and in considerable numbers, then dwindled toward the end of the period. In western Montana, June (until the last week of the month) was very wet in the vicinity of Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge at Charlo, the Nat'l Bison Range at Moiese, Missoula and the Bitterroot Valley around Stevensville. July in those areas brought drought conditions and soaring temperatures. Missoula, with no measurable rainfall after July 10, had, thereafter, 16 days with maximum temperatures above 90°, by Aug. 7. Water levels were the lowest Hand had ever seen there. At the Bison Range the range had dried up noticeably by mid-July. East of the Continental Divide at Bozeman, the summer was extremely warm and dry. Grassland habitats were noticeably affected and associated birds seemed to reflect this. No Sprague's Pipits were found in either of the two areas occupied by the species in preceding years and Horned Larks appeared less common. The increase in Lark Buntings (see species accounts) seems paradoxical in view of this. Species dependent upon bodies of water probably were adversely affected, as irrigation demands were high and many marshes were eliminated. The weather, however, seemed to favor gallinaceous birds throughout the Region. The stimulating report from the Prince George area of British Columbia, the most northerly area covered in this report in this Regional Editor's experience, described the summer there as a cool one, with snow flurries until late May. Precipitation was about normal, however, with showers scattered through much of the season. A crying need for the Region is Breeding-bird (and Wintering) Censuses which would help to evaluate the effects of such a summer as this. Personnel of the wildlife refuges give much help, principally on the waterfowl and upland game birds, but our information on population fluctuations in other groups would be greatly enhanced by careful, adequate samplings by the census technique.

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants—Two adult Arctic Loons were identified on a small lake at Mile 550, Alaska Highway, B. C., a few miles south of the Yukon border, July 24. The species is not known to breed in the province (JG). Up to 17 Common Loons were noted at Pablo, Mont. during the period (FLK). Three late migrants or non-breeders were observed at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. on June 13 (WH) and 2 were on Okanagan Lake near Penticton, B. C., July 14 (SRC). Red-necked, Eared, Western and Pied-billed Grebes were reported from many localities; only the Horned Grebe was not observed. Both Red-necked and Western Grebes were present in large numbers at Ninepipe, where they nested. A few White Pelicans summered on the lakes in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area of south-central Montana and a Double-crested Cormorant was seen in that area, at Ennis, Aug. 7. One or 2 of the latter appeared at Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont. during the summer.

Waterfowl—The clutch of 5 eggs of a captive Trumpeter Swan at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. failed to hatch. This is the first nesting attempt there. Two Trumpeters summered near Harrison and 1 at Ennis, in Madison Co., Mont. There was no evidence of successful nesting—the former nesting site was dried up. About 30 pairs of Canada Geese at Ninepipe produced about 150 goslings, far above last year's figure, and some 40 pairs nested on an island in Vaseux Lake, 20 miles south of Penticton, B. C. (SRC). Nesting success of the species appeared to be sub-normal at Ennis, Mont. A single (Cackling) Canada Goose was seen on a pond just north of Prineville, Crook Co., Oreg., June 12 (HBN). One lone Snow Goose was at Stubblefield Lake in Turnbull Refuge, the last of July (ECB) and apparently the same bird was again sighted there, Aug. 9 (PK & THR). Production of ducks appeared definitely up at 
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Turnbull Refuge, with brood counts showing about a 45 percent increase over 1965. Redheads ranked first in number of broods and Mallards, second. Nesting at Ninepipe was down somewhat, particularly for Mallard and Pintail, although Blue-winged Teal showed an increase, with total population nearly equaling that of Mallards. The summer population of Ring-necked Ducks at Ninepipe was 50. A male lingered near Harrison, Mont. as late as July 10. Young Wood Ducks were noted at Three Forks and Stevensville, Mont.; St. Maries, Idaho (WH), and Turnbull Refuge. A pair of Common Goldeneyes at Ennis, Mont. on July 10 was highly unusual (DRS & PDS). A pair of Harlequin Ducks was noted at the mouth of Trout Creek, Okanagan Lake, in British Columbia, May 8 (SRC). Ruddy Ducks were conspicuously absent in the Bozeman–Ennis-Three Forks area. About 20 were at Ninepipe and 3 were noted in the Bitterroot Valley near Stevensville. No other reports were received of the species. This may merely mean that the species was present elsewhere in usual numbers. A brood of 10 young Hooded Mergansers on Mission Creek furnished the first breeding record for the Nat'l Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. A male Red-breasted Merganser was seen at close range in the Bitterroot on June 22 (CLB, GDeV & OF).

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—The Turkey Vulture was sighted in the Bozeman area; in Pend Oreille County, Wash. (S.A.S.), and at Turnbull, where a peak of 13 was seen, Aug. 1. The birds were not noted in the Bitterroot, where they were seen frequently in previous years. A Goshawk was noted over the slopes of Mt. Spokane, Spokane Co., Wash., June 26 (FBH). A nesting pair of Swainson's Hawks was found at Keystone, Adams Co., Wash. on June 13; incubation was under way (WH). The Ferruginous Hawk was noted nesting near Brothers, Deschutes Co., Oreg. (HBN). A Bald Eagle in the Bridger Mtns., northeastern Gallatin Co., Mont. on June 5 was remarkable (RAH). The species was seen frequently in Prince George, B. C. area (JG).

Gallinaceous Birds—The generally dry conditions appeared to favor this group of birds. Numerous flocks of young partridge, pheasant and grouse were reported in the Bitterroot Valley. Ring-necked Pheasant numbers were up in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area. At Ninepipe a good survival from winter and favorable nesting conditions were noted, with many clutches found (FLK). C. J. Henry concurred in this view, having noted more broods than in 1965. In the south Okanagan Valley the species was described as fairly common, but less so than 20 years ago (SRC). Chukars were reported only at the Bison Range, where 1 or 2 broods were seen. By contrast, Gray Partridge there produced many large broods. At Missoula early broods of 7 to 12 young were later reduced to 1 to 4 per brood. The species was scarce in the southern Okanagan (SRC).

Cranes, Rails, Coot—Sandhill Cranes were observed regularly in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area but in somewhat smaller numbers than usual. A pair apparently nested at Ennis. A fully grown young Virginia Rail was seen at Reardan, Wash. on July 6 (WH). Six of this species were noted on mud flats near Prineville, Oreg., July 23 (HBN). Nesting success of the Am. Coot was markedly down at Harrison, Mont.

Shorebirds—The Long-billed Curlew was described as becoming scarce in the Okanagan of southern British Columbia because of loss of habitat. One pair was noted there, at White Lake (SRC). Many species of migrant shorebirds appeared in July, some in surprising numbers. July migrants were: Solitary Sandpiper; Greater Yellowlegs, 25 at Reardan, July 16 (WH); Lesser Yellowlegs; Pectoral Sandpiper; Baird's Sandpiper, 5 at Harrison, Mont., July 10; Least Sandpiper, 10 at Reardan, July 6 (WH); Long-billed Dowitcher, 21 at Reardan, July 16 (WH); Semipalmated Sandpiper; Western Sandpiper, 40-60 at Reardan, 2nd and 3rd weeks of July (WH, S.A.S.); Marbled Godwit, 3 at Ennis, Mont., July 10 and 30, and Northern Phalarope, 9 on July 17 (S.A.S.) In the Prince George area of British Columbia Solitary Sandpipers were believed to be breeding, sparingly as far south as latitude 53°, and Greater Yellowlegs were common, breeding in many of the larger swamps. In the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area Wilson's Phalarope was markedly less numerous, with no evidence of breeding.

Gulls, Terns—Non-breeding Herring Gulls were observed around the lakes in the south Okanagan all summer (SRC). Large numbers of Ring-billed Gulls were present at Ninepipe, where most of the nesting took place on Tern Island since their favorite rookery was flooded out. Many non-breeders were in the south Okanagan (SRC). Four adult Bonaparte's Gulls were seen, June 27, hawking for insects over a small, recent burn 29 miles north of Fort St. James, B. C. (SRC). Up to 16 Bonaparte's Gulls were noted on 3 dates in June and July at Goose Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (JA, WH). Mostly immature birds, they raised the question of possible breeding in the area. Two Common Terns were identified at Haystack Reservoir near Prineville, Oreg., June 12 (HBN) and the Caspian Tern, rare in the Okanagan, was seen over Osoyoos Lake, May 25 (SRC).

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls—Mourning Doves were scarce in the Prince George area of British Columbia, except about settlements and farms. The species continued to diminish at Missoula, Mont., apparently because of pressure of urbanization. At the Bison Range the birds were abundant; the total population there was estimated at 400. Black-billed Cuckoos were observed in the Bozeman area until Aug. 6 (late). Screech Owls nested in a Wood Duck nest box on the Little Spokane River near Spokane, Wash. (VN & CS). Great Horned Owls were unusually scarce in the Prince George area, probably reflecting the extreme scarcity of varying hares there (JG). No Burrowing Owls were noted at the last-known nesting site near Vernon, B. C. (SRC). What appeared to be a nesting pair was observed near Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. on June 13 (WH).

Goatsuckers—Poor-wills were heard on 3 dates in July just north and west of Spokane (WH, S.A.S.). The species was fairly common in dry pine woods 
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and grassland in the south Okanagan Valley. The first Common Nighthawk of the summer was not noted at Missoula until June 13. Oddly, June 5 was the first date for Prince George (JG). Two nests of this species were found in the Dishman Hills, near Spokane. Both contained 2 eggs when found, 1 on June 26, the other, June 29. The latter nest contained small, downy young on July 4 (PK, THR, BAS & RS). The species is, in Warren Hall's opinion, definitely less common in Spokane than in former years.

Swifts, Hummingbirds—Vaux's Swift nested in a chimney on a ranch in the Bitterroot Valley near Stevensville, Mont. (OF). Six of the birds were seen near McBride, B. C. on Aug. 1. The Black Swift was noted in the Okanagan and a nest with 1 young was found in the North Okanagan, Aug. 11 (SRC). Hummingbirds, mostly Rufous and Calliope, were common to abundant at many localities. A male Rufous returned to the Little Spokane River in late June (early) (VN & CS.)

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—A pair of William-son's Sapsuckers was found on Huckleberry Mtn., Stevens Co., Wash. feeding young in the nest, June 5 and 15 (JA). The Red-breasted race of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was abundant in the Prince George district, north of 53° latitude (JG). The White-headed Woodpecker, scarce but regularly observed in the south Okanagan, was seen, May 24, near Vaseux Lake (SRC). A nest of the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker with young nearly fledged, was found in a living aspen tree on Wansa Creek, Prince George district, June 23 (JG). A Western Kingbird nested in a rain gutter on the headquarters residence at the Bison Range. First nests of this species in the south Okanagan Valley, where it is very common, were found on May 4 (SRC). A single individual was seen on June 7 at Strathnaver Prince George district. This is about 120 miles north of the northernmost part of its known breeding range in British Columbia (JG). The Ash-throated Flycatcher was found, feeding young in the nest, at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash. on July 4 (JA). An Eastern Phoebe, observed at close range for over 10 minutes near Brothers, Oreg., June 11, was an outstanding find (HBN). Three nests, with eggs, of the Least Flycatcher, were found in aspen-pine habitat near Penticton, B. C. (SRC). A Gray Flycatcher was seen near Huston Lake, west of Prineville, Oreg., July 23 (HBN).

Swallows, Jays—A brood of Tree Swallows fledged at Spokane on the early date of June 29 (THR). Flocks of Bank Swallows were gathering in July in eastern Washington. Some 500 were noted near Spokane, July 17 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) and 300500 in Asotin Co. (JA & WH). At least 4 Clark's Nutcrackers were not in the mountains on July 4 but at Turnbull Refuge instead, elevation about 2350 ft. (FBH). The species was fairly common in the Okanagan from the low ponderosa pine woods to tree line at 6500 ft. (SRC).

Dippers, Thrushes—Dippers were feeding young in the nest along the Snake River near Baker, Oreg. on May 15. The nest was built in a "back-fill drain" on the wall of the diversion tunnel of Hell's Canyon Dam. A Brown Thrasher noted at Missoula, June 13, had disappeared by the next day. Sage Thrashers were rather common in a sage area south of Three Forks, Mont., where the species had not previously been noted. About 15 of the birds were observed in Grant and Adams Cos., Wash., June 13 (WH). Robins appeared to enjoy excellent nesting success, despite the drought. A Veery nest with 4 eggs was found near Quesnel, B. C. on June 15. This is close to the northern extremity of the bird's range (JG). Mountain Bluebirds were fairly common in the south Okanagan and the species appeared to be up in numbers in the Bitterroot of western Montana. The species, however, continued scarce in the Missoula area.

Waxwings, Vireos, Warblers—Cedar Waxwings were appreciably less common in the Bozeman area and there were indications that Solitary and Warbling Vireo numbers were down in the Spokane area (S.A.S.). A Philadelphia Vireo very carefully identified at Missoula, Aug. 5, vied with the Eastern Phoebe for top honors in the "misplaced bird" category. The Tennessee Warbler was abundant in spruce and mixed forest in the Prince George area and 3 nests of the Magnolia Warbler, common there, were located (JG). Audubon's Warblers were unusually scarce around Prince George; residents of the area had reported heavy mortality of this species during sub-zero weather over the Easter week end (JG). Blackpoll Warblers were common and Northern Waterthrushes, abundant in the above-mentioned area (JG). A single song, believed to be that of an Ovenbird, was heard, June 6, near Hixon in the Prince George area and the song of this species, repeated 12 times, was heard near Stoner, 20 miles to the south. The species is not known to occur west of the Rockies in the area (JG).

Blackbirds—The usual colony of Bobolinks was present at St. Maries, Idaho and one bird was seen near Cusick, Wash. on June 18. The birds nested in the Bitterroot of western Montana and were noted at Osoyoos, B. C. on June 10. In the Bozeman area the species was flocking by Aug. 14. Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbirds were down in numbers in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area but seemed to be in normal numbers elsewhere. The Rusty Blackbird was found nesting sporadically on grassy swamps and muskegs from 53° northward, in the Prince George area (JG). The Common Grackle was less numerous in the Bozeman area, reversing the trend of several years. Brown-headed Cowbirds were less conspicuous in reports this year, suggesting a possible decline after the high numbers of 1965. However, Hand described them as more plentiful than usual at Missoula.

Finches—A flock of 40-50 Lazuli Buntings was observed along the Grande Ronde River, Asotin Co., Wash. on July 21 (JA & WH). Neither observer had ever seen such a concentration of the species before. Evening Grosbeaks again nested in the Spokane area, in Indian Canyon on the western edge of the city (JA) and a pair nested in trees along a ditch above Ninepipe Refuge. A few individuals 
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were noted almost daily during the summer at Missoula. Four were seen perched in a cottonwood at Smith River in British Columbia, about 50 miles south of the Yukon border, July 25. This is about 250 miles north of the previous northernmost observation (JG). Purple Finches were fairly common, nesting, throughout the Prince George area (JG). Singing male House Finches were seen in both Quesnel and Prince George, indicating an extension northward of about 150 miles from the previous northernmost locality (JG). Three of this species, 1 an adult male, were seen at Three Forks, Mont., very near the 1963 sighting place. This probably indicates breeding; if so, it is the northernmost point at this longitude. Red Crossbills were seen regularly in early summer at Spokane (WH, S.A.S.) and were common in Bozeman and the nearby mountains after about July 1. The birds were fairly common in the south Okanagan (SRC) and around Prince George (JG) and were seen on Mt. Hood and in the Ochocos east of Prineville, Oreg. (HBN). White-winged Crossbills were extremely common around Prince George, feeding upon the bumper spruce seed crop, from early July on (JG).

Sparrows—An immature Green-tailed Towhee was observed at Godman Springs, Asotin Co. in the Blue Mtns. of southeastern Washington, July 22 (JA & WH). Lark Buntings again appeared in the Bozeman area, a large number remaining throughout the summer near Belgrade. Probably at least 40 pairs occupied territories there, indicating virtual certainty that they bred. The birds were still present on Aug. 14. Savannah Sparrows were appreciably less numerous in the Bozeman area but Lark Sparrows were perhaps up in numbers there. Le Conte's Sparrow again appeared at Missoula. Single adults were seen at close range under very favorable conditions, July 28 and Aug. 3, in the same area as seen in 1959 and 1965. A Black-throated Sparrow was identified near Brothers, Oreg. The species is not known to breed in the state (JC, fide HBN). No Clay-colored Sparrows were reported from the spot where they bred in the Bozeman area in 1965. A family group of Golden-crowned Sparrows was seen at 6500 ft. on Teare Mtn. near McBride, east of Prince George, Aug. 2. The White-throated Sparrow was a common breeder in the Prince George area, as was the Lincoln's.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for observations in their respective areas unless otherwise stated).— (JA) James Acton; Eugene C. Barney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash.; Carol L. Boyd, Bitterroot Valley, Stevensville, Mont.; (SRC) S. R. Cannings; (GDeV) George DeVan; (OF) Opal Foust; (JG) James Grant; (WH) Warren Hall; R. L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; (RAH) R. A. Hays; C. J. Henry; (FBH) Frances B. Huston; (PK) Patrick Karle; (FLK) Frank L. Kenney, Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Charlo, Mont.; Joseph P. Mazzoni, National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (VN) Vee Nealey; (HBN) Harry B. Nehls; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (BAS) Bernard A. Schoen; (RS) Richard Schoen; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Ennis-Three Forks area, Mont.; (CS) Connie Smedley; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, E. Washington & N. Idaho; Ann Ward, E. Oregon.


The Nesting Season, 1966

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

In sharp contrast to 1965, which was a very wet year, this summer was remarkably hot and dry. The exception was in extreme southern Utah, where Zion Park reported as much moisture as usual. Some places considered this one of the driest summers on record, but areas such as the Great Basin have little or no rain in the summer anyway. All in all, it was an extremely dry summer. Since the Great Basin refuges had a large holdover of water from last year they did fairly well. Any depending on this year's run-off, such as the Bear River Marshes, upper end of the Great Salt Lake, had poor production of waterfowl. Most observers agreed that other birds seem to have had a good nesting season.

Pelicans—The largest breeding population of White Pelicans reported was from Anaho Island in Pyramid Lake, western Nevada, where 3000 young are produced. This refuge is under the administration of Stillwater Refuge (LHW). There were 5000 adults in this area and at Stillwater, itself (LHW). Some 5000 more were reported at Malheur, Oreg., where the drying marsh made improved feeding conditions. However, there was no nesting there (HFD). Egrets, herons and cormorants doubled their nesting at Malheur (HFD).

Ibis—Only 2 nests of the White-faced Ibis were found in the Klamath Basin, where this species is becoming rare (EJO'N).

Swans—Trumpeters had large broods at Malheur: 5 broods with 15 cygnets (HFD). There were 7 pairs at Ruby Lakes, Nev. with 11 cygnets (DEL). There is often great attrition in the raising of Trumpeter broods. A pair with 6 cygnets, June 6, on the Nat'l Elk Refuge, Jackson Hole, Wyo. was down to one cygnet by Aug. 9 (DER). Trumpeters are steadily increasing, but shortly they may reach their limit of suitable habitat in the Jackson Hole area.

Ducks & Geese—The Klamath Basin, Oregon–California 
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had a 5 percent increase in Canada Goose production. Ducks did better, also, in spite of the poorest precipitation in many years (EJO'N). At Stillwater, Nev. relying on last year's water, there was good production of ducks with 4304 young in spite of the short run-off (LHW). Malheur produced 37,000 ducks in 1965. This year, owing to the drought, there was little suitable habitat in the Blitzen Valley (40 percent of normal) and even less in the "Double 0" unit. Some 13,000 ducks were produced (HFD). Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the great Mallard refuge during the fall and winter, had less suitable breeding habitat and produced only 1000 ducks which compared favorably with previous years. There is a fair goose production on the nearby Snake River islands which are part of this refuge. There were 3000 Canada Geese there by the end of this period (RVP). At the Monte Vista Refuge, San Luis Valley, Colo. there is continued improvement. Conditions were better than ever and more ducks were produced for a total of 22,888 birds; 16,718 of them were Mallard. This growing refuge ranks now with the great ones.

Hawks—All seemed to agree that these birds are steadily becoming scarcer. It is thought that hawks are being transported out of the western states to falconers in the East in relatively large numbers.

Osprey—Three pairs nested on Jackson Lake, Grand Teton Park, Wyo., June 30 (MMB). Three other pairs were nesting near the falls of the Yellowstone in Yellowstone Park (OKS), but we do not have figures on young. An Osprey nested at Electra Lake, 10 miles north of Durango, Colo. (OR). These birds are uncommon migrants in Colorado and there have been very few nesting records. Three young birds were seen at Palisades Lake on the Snake River, Wyoming–Idaho border (GK).

Shorebirds—Fifteen thousand Am. Avocets at Stillwater (LHW) is the highest concentration reported in this Region. At the same time, there also were 8000 Black-necked Stilts at this refuge.

Owls—Short-eared Owls turn up on the refuges in numbers as conditions are often excellent. This year 5 pairs nested at Monte Vista (CRB). A Great Gray Owl was seen, June 10, in the southern part of Yellowstone Park (JLH). These birds occur regularly in small numbers in both Yellowstone and Grand Teton Parks, but few visitors are fortunate enough to see them.

Woodpeckers—There has been a huge infestation of bark beetles in the lodgepole pines of Grand Teton Park. Whole sections of the forest are dead or dying, in spite of a very extensive and unwise spraying program by the Park Service (cf. Adolf Murie's article in .the June 1966 issue of National Parks Magazine—"Pesticide Program in Grand Teton Park"—Vol. 10, p. 17-19). This is the land of the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker. Several were seen near Two Ocean Lake, July 10 (OKS). On nearby Pi1gram Creek a nest was found with feathered young (GK). Apparently, so far, these birds are surviving the poisoning.

Vireos—Gray Vireos were present all summer in two localities at Arches Nat'l Monument, Utah (DLC). They were not known there until last year.

Warblers—A Chestnut-sided Warbler was mist-netted at Malheur on June 21 (CFZ). This is the first record for the state. A Wilson's Warbler was found feeding a young Brown-headed Cowbird, west of Denver on July 23 (RG).

Buntings—An Indigo Bunting was found near Cedar City, southern Utah, July 15 (SM). This bird is casual in Utah. Lark Buntings appear to have shifted west this season to higher elevations in Colorado. They were reported in Rocky Mountain Park (AC).

Rosy Finches—Two Black Rosy Finches were found on the Steens Mountains of eastern Oregon, June 19 (CFZ). These birds have not been recorded in this area before.

Sparrows—Cassin's Sparrows were found in the Great Sand Dunes Nat'l Monument to the west of the Sangre de Cristo range on the east side of the San Luis Valley, Colorado. This is farther west than it had previously occurred. Two singing birds were seen on July 2 (RG); and again on July 25 (WR). A Rufous-crowned Sparrow was found singing and nesting at Zion Park, June 28 (RW). This is the first nesting record for the bird in Utah.

Contributors—(MMB), Mike M. Browne; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (AC), Allegro Collister; (HFD), Harold F. Duebbert; (RG), Robert Gustafson; (MH), Milton Haderlie; (JLH), John L. Hamilton; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (SM), Stewart Murie; (EJO'N), Edward J. O'Neill; (RVP), Ronald V. Papika; (OR), Oppie Reames; (DER), Donald R. Redfern; (WR), William Reid; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RW), Roland Wauer; (LHW), Larry H. Worden; (CFZ), C. Fred Zeillemaker.


The Nesting Season, 1966

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ John B. Crowell, Jr. and Harry B. Nehls

Generally the weather in the Region for the 1966 nesting period can be characterized as drier and warmer than usual. This was particularly the case for western Oregon where the summer is said to have been the driest one in over thirty years. In western Washington and southern British Columbia rainfall and temperatures were about normal during June; the first week of July, however, brought some heavy rains, but thereafter the season was warmer than usual. Northern British Columbia seems to have followed the drier and warmer pattern of the southern portion of the Region during the nesting season.
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Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters and Petrels—Common, Arctic and Red-throated Loons all were present in numbers on the ocean at La Push, Wash., July 29 and 30 (TRW). One adult and several immature Arctic Loons were off the Coos County, Oreg. coast, July 16 and 17 (JGO). Nonbreeding W. Grebes were at Bellingham during the period in only 25 percent or less of their usual summer numbers (TRW). A single bird was seen at Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River, June 4 and again on July 3 (HBN); 2 individuals were on Agate Lake near Medford in mid-June (JGO; JH); an obviously immature bird was noted on a pond at Ilwaco, Wash., Aug. 10 (HBN, JG & RK). Sooty Shearwaters were observed in thousands close off the northern Oregon coast in July and were similarly at the mouth of the Columbia River, as is their custom, by mid-August. Three Leach's Petrels were seen over the ocean from Seal Rock, June 3 (WT).

Pelicans, Cormorants and Herons—First northward wandering Brown Pelicans were off the Curry County, Oreg. coast by mid-July, but were not reported from anywhere farther north by the end of the period. Eggs and young up to two weeks old of both Double-crested and Pelagic Cormorants were found on Hall and Colville Islands in the San Juans, July 16 and 17 (ES). Great Blue Herons appear to have had good nesting success in northwest Oregon judging by the numbers of immature birds about by the end of the period (HBN). Individual Green Herons were reported from scattered points in the southern portion of the Region—Medford, Coos Bay, Lebanon—while one pair was regularly observed in Portland's Delta Park throughout the period (JG, RK). An Am. Bittern was near Wauna, Oreg., Aug. 12 (JG).

Waterfowl—A pair of Trumpeter Swans nested on the Gitnadoix River fifty miles southwest of Terrace, B. C., but were flooded out by rising water before any young were brought off (HRV). As usual, nonbreeding Black Brant were present in favored localities—Rogue River mouth (JGO), Willapa Bay (JBC; HBN), and Blaine (LHK). Mallards appear to have had good nesting success in the Willamette Valley. Two broods of Gadwalls were observed at Iona Island, July 23 (FWD). A pair of Blue-winged Teal was at Marietta, Wash., June 25 (TRW). Six Am. Widgeon remained at Crystal Springs, Portland, throughout the nesting season (HBN). The only report of Wood Duck nesting was of good success in eight nests in boxes at Fall City, Wash. (VEC). A female Ring-necked Duck had 8 small young with her on Trillium Lake on Mount Hood, Aug. 17 (HBN); 3 individuals of this species were at Lake Terrell, July 4 (TRW). Two Canvasbacks and 30 Greater Scaup were at Iona Island, July 23, while two Lesser Scaup were there, July 26 (FWD). An adult and 4 young Barrow's Goldeneyes were seen on Lost Lake in the Santiam Pass, July 24 (RF & WT) where young were raised last year. A male Oldsquaw was at Bellingham, July 9 (TRW). The same observer found 15 Harlequin Ducks at Protection Island near Port Townsend, July 10. Summering White-winged and Surf Scoters were much less prevalent in the Region during the period than has been the case in recent years. A lone bird of the former species was found above the 4500 ft. level in Garibaldi Park, July 30 (FWD). Two Ruddy Ducks were at Blaine, June 23 (LHK), and 3 were at Iona Island, July 23 (FWD). Four Red-breasted Mergansers also were seen at Blaine on June 23 (LHK).

Hawks—Turkey Vultures were more numerous than usual in the Comox–Campbell River area this summer (DS). A pair of Goshawks was seen near Lake-of-the-Woods, June 24 (OS) and one bird was in the Santiam Pass, July 24 (RF & WT). An adult Red-tailed Hawk was sitting on a nest at Champoeg State Park, Oreg. as late as June 12 (TM). A young Bald Eagle was standing fully feathered in its nest near Blaine, Wash., July 13 (LHK). An adult of this species was seen, Aug. 10, near the north end of the new Astoria Bridge at the mouth of the Columbia (HBN). A pair of Marsh Hawks on Thackaberry's farm near Lebanon, Oreg., lost their young to raccoons; elsewhere a pair was seen throughout the period on Sauvie Island (JG, RK); a pair was at Iona Island, July 23 (FWD); and a few were seen along the Curry County, Oreg. coast in mid-July (JGO). Del Buerge kept careful track of a pair of nesting Ospreys that again utilized a nest near the Willamette River on his family's farm north of Albany, Oreg. The pair arrived April 9, had laid 4 eggs by April 29, 3 of which eventually hatched. The young birds left the nest on short flights, July 29; by Aug. 10 all the Ospreys had left the area. A Peregrine Falcon was at Miracle Beach, Vancouver Island, Aug. 2, and a Pigeon Hawk was at the same place, Aug. 12 (DS). Sparrow Hawks had good nesting success in the Lebanon, Oreg. area this season (WT).

Game Birds—James O'Donnell carefully observed an individual of the franklinii race of the 
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Spruce Grouse in the Bull Run Watershed on the west side of Mount Hood on June 8; apparently the species had been occasionally reported from this same area up to 30 years ago, but no record until now had been deemed acceptable. The species occurs regularly in Oregon only in small numbers in a favored place or two in the northeast corner of the state. Blue Grouse, at least in northwest Oregon, are considered to have increased this year from population lows of last year which led to hunting prohibitions. Ruffed Grouse numbers likewise have improved, according to the Oregon State Game Commission. A female Willow Ptarmigan with 5 chicks was found above the 4500 ft. level in Garibaldi Park, B. C., July 30 (FWD). Eight White-tailed Ptarmigan were on the northeast slope of Mount St. Helens at about 5300 ft. elevation on June 26 (JGO). In western Oregon, the State Game Commission's counts indicate a good increase in numbers of California Quail as a result of a successful breeding season, although the population was low at the start of the period. Mountain Quail, however, seem not to have had similar success, and are down still further in numbers. Pheasant numbers in western Oregon are trending downward where "clean-farming, end of the soil bank program and field burning are having their impact" (Tom McAllister). There were no reports of nesting rails, except for reports of Am. Coots nesting at several places in the Portland area where breeding of this species is uncommon; 2 broods of Am. Coots also were noted at Iona Island, July 23 (FWD).

Shorebirds—Semipalmated Plovers were showing up in a few coastal localities from Iona Island south to Coos Bay by the last week in July. Snowy Plovers successfully brought off young at Yaquina Bay, Oreg., (RF; HN; WT). Killdeer seemed to have good breeding success in the Blaine–Bellingham area (LHK; TRW). One Black-bellied Plover was at Victoria, B. C. (ARD), and one was at Yaquina Bay, Oreg. (RM), both on July 23; the species was increasingly common in good spots by the end of the period, with more than one hundred at Leadbetter Point, Wash., Aug. 13-14 (JBC). Two Surfbirds were seen at the south end of Lopez Island in the San Juans, July 15 (TRW); 15 were at Seal Rock, Oreg., July 30 (JGO). The first migrating Ruddy Turnstones were 6 at Victoria, July 18 (ARD); 1 was at Yaquina Bay on July 23 (RRM). Three Black Turnstones at Victoria, July 18 (ARD), and a few at Yaquina Bay, July 23 (RRM), were the first fall migrants of that species. Two Long-billed Curlews spent from July 27 to Aug. 14 on Thackaberry's farm near Lebanon; the birds fed on grasshoppers. Over 20 Whimbrels were at Yaquina Bay on July 23 (RRM) and were still present a week later (JGO). A nest of the Spotted Sandpiper containing 4 eggs was found on Sauvie Island, July 26; young of this species were seen at a different spot in the same location on Aug. 1 (HBN). The earliest Wandering Tattler was at Victoria, July 26 (ARD), while 2 birds had reached Seal Rock, Oreg. by July 30 (JGO); 19 were on the south jetty of the Columbia River, Aug. 13 (JG). Greater Yellowlegs showed up at scattered locations in the Region after the first 4 appeared, July 14, at Agate Reservoir near Medford (HBN). The earliest Lesser Yellowlegs was one at Delta Park in Portland, July 22 (HBN). An early Pectoral Sandpiper was at Agate Reservoir, July 14 (HBN); another was at Sauvie Island, Aug. 8 (JG). Three Baird's Sandpipers were at La Push, Wash., July 30 (TRW), and 6 were at Sauvie Island, Aug. 14 (RK). Two Least Sandpipers at Blaine, July 4 (TRW), were the vanguard of the advance migration which reached Medford in good numbers by July 14; numbers were still building at favored coastal and inland locations by the end of the period. Twelve Short-billed Dowitchers were at Bandon, Oreg. on July 16, and 14 were at North Bend, Oreg., July 30 (JGO). The first Long-billed Dowitchers were at Hubbard, Oreg., July 25 (TM), and at Portland, July 26 (HBN). Two W. Sandpipers at Blaine, July 4 (TRW) were the first; numbers peaked in the Blaine–Bellingham area, July 12, but the species was inexplicably absent there after Aug. 1 (TRW); 150 of these birds were at Agate Reservoir near Medford, July 14 (HBN). A Sanderling was at Protection Island, July 10 (ES), while another reached the inland location of Sauvie Island, Aug. 1 (HBN). Two male Wilson's Phalaropes were at McFadden Marsh south of Corvallis, June 25 (RRM); 4 of this species were at Iona Island, July 23 (FWD). Flocks of N. Phalaropes were in the northern San Juan Islands, Aug. 11 (Ralph Wahl, fide TRW); 2 individuals had reached Sauvie Island, Aug. 14 (RK).

Jaegers, Gulls—A Parasitic Jaeger was seen at Victoria, B. C. on the early date of July 22 (GAP); another was seen, Aug. 10, over mud flats at Willapa Bay (HBN, JG & RK). Three thousand seven hundred young Glaucous-winged Gulls were banded in early and mid-July at Protection and Colville Islands in the San Juans (ES). California and Ring-billed Gulls migrated westward into the Region from their breeding grounds starting early in July and continuing through to the end of the period; numbers seemed somewhat less than in the last two or three years. An early Mew Gull was at Bellingham, July 28 (TRW). A Franklin's Gull was at Blaine, Aug. 7 and one was at Bellingham, Aug. 14 (TRW). Two Bonaparte's Gulls at Bellingham, June 5, were the first of 200-300 which were present by Aug. 6 (TRW). One was at Hood Canal, July 1, while 75 were at Seward Park, Seattle, the second week of August (ES). The species also was seen near the Oregon–California border, July 14 (JH); at Coos Bay and at Bandon, July 16 (JGO); at Yaquina Bay (RRM) and at Iona Island (FWD) on July 23; and at the mouth of the Columbia on Aug. 10 (HBN). Northward wandering Heermann’s Gulls had reached Hood Canal by July 1 and the San Juan Islands by the middle of the month; 1500 were nesting on the beach at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 13 (JBC).

Terns, Alcids—Three Caspian Terns were at Agate Lake near Medford, June 11 (JH); 17 were seen at Seaside, Oreg., Aug. 12 (JG), and 10 were at Lead-better Point, Aug. 13 (JBC). Five hundred Common Murres had congregated at Miracle Beach, Vancouver Island on July 6 (DS); many were seen flying 
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north over the ocean past the mouth of the Columbia on Aug. 10 (JG, RK & HBN). Adults and young Marbled Murrelets were on Hall and Colville Islands, July 16 and 17 (ES); 4 individuals were at the mouth of the Pistol River, Curry Co., Oreg. on July 17 (JGO), and 4 were seen from the south jetty of the Columbia River on Aug. 13 (JG). About 200 Rhinoceros Auklets were counted on Hall and Colville Islands on July 16 and 17; 43 of this species were at Victoria, July 19 (GAP). Tufted Puffins were reported sparsely from Bandon to Victoria during July.

Owls, Swifts—A Great Grey Owl was heard calling close at hand on top of Larch Mountain east of Portland on the evening of June 4 (HBN); the observer listened to the bird for almost an hour but was never able to see it. Several observers thought Vaux's Swifts to be more numerous than usual in the Oregon Cascades during the nesting season.

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—A first year male Allen's Hummingbird was at Sherwood, Oreg., from mid-June to the end of the period; it came the day after hummingbird feeders were put out but was not identified until Aug. 8 by Dr. and Mrs. Fred Crenshaw of Portland. Many observers have seen and photographed the bird since. A male of this species was reported from Talent, Oreg., June 12 (Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Tompkins, fide JH). The only reports of the Calliope Hummingbird were from Mount Hood during the first week in August. Rufous Hummingbirds moved from the lowlands to the mountains in June and July, concentrating in meadows and open places, often in numbers, by August. A White-headed Woodpecker was observed west of Ashland, Oreg., in the Siskiyou Mountains at an elevation of 5000 ft. on Aug. 12 (Otis and Mark Swisher); although the species apparently has occurred in the past in Jackson and Josephine Counties, it is not now usually found there.

Flycatchers, Larks—An E. Kingbird was noted at Sauvie Island, July 9 (RK); pairs of this species were seen at two different localities on Vancouver Island during, July (DS). An Eastern Phoebe was carefully identified near Shady Cove on the Rogue River, July 17 (JH). Western Flycatchers seemed to be very much reduced in numbers this year, at least in western Oregon. Young of the Horned Lark barely able to fly were noted in the Lebanon area as late as Aug. 19; other fledglings were noted in the same area, July 16 (WT).

Swallows—Violet-green Swallows had a difficult nesting year apparently. In the Blaine–Bellingham area the heavy rains on July 2-4 had catastrophic results on broods that had been about to leave their nests (LHK, TRW); the species has been less numerous than usual in August throughout northwestern Oregon, so it seems inferable that the brood losses to the north were widespread. The above observations also are applicable to Tree Swallows, although the losses here appear to have been less severe, perhaps because many young had fledged by July 1. A Bank Swallow, very rare in the Region at any time, was observed at Ladner, B. C., June 3 (GAP). Barn Swallows, unlike the above mentioned species, seem to have fared quite well and to have brought off broods successfully. Signs are that Cliff Swallows also had poor nesting success in the Region this year. Purple Martin nestings were reported from Agate Lake in the Medford area, from Seaside and Lincoln City along the northern Oregon coast, from Sauvie Island, Seattle, and Bellingham; the increasing summer populations of Starlings (which to-date have not begun to approach winter numbers) are causing increasing competition for some long-used martin nesting sites.

Crows, Nuthatches, Wrens—Crows were reported to have had good nesting results in the Lebanon area (WT), and presumably through the rest of the Willamette Valley. Red-breasted Nuthatches were very abundant above timberline on Mount Hood in late July (TM) and early August (RK & HBN) with many young birds in evidence, possibly presaging good lowland and southerly winter numbers. House Wrens continue to nest only very locally west of the Cascades, although being almost common in the pine country on the eastern slopes of the mountains; breeding records this season come only from Lebanon (WT) and Tacoma (VEC). Bewick's Wren was found on Vashon Island, June 11 (VEC).

Thrashers, Thrushes—On July 29 a Le Conte's Thrasher was long and carefully studied at close range by Hicks and Otis and Mark Swisher at the 5000 ft. level on the south slope of the Siskiyous. The bird was reported to be in an isolated habitat type typical of its normal range. The record is apparently the first of this species for the state of Oregon. Robins seem to have been less prolific in much of the Region this year than in recent past years, although they were reported as being "numerous" in the Seattle area; perhaps the uncommonly dry weather accounted for this. Swainson's Thrushes also seem down from the numbers of three and more years ago, although data from which the impression is formed are scanty. Western Bluebirds are scarce enough that breeding occurrences warrant comment; a few raised young in the Lebanon area (WT), while 2 young were seen at Issaquah, Wash., the first there in over two years (ES). Mountain Bluebirds, though limited in regular occurrence in this Region to parts of the eastern border, seem to have had fairly good breeding success; the species was reported as common at Timberline Lodge on the southeast slope of Mount Hood with many young birds present in late July (TM) and early August (RK & HBN).

Waxwings, Starlings—Cedar Waxwings were regarded as abundant in the Willamette Valley and in northwestern Oregon during the period; young in the nest were reported there and at Blaine as of mid-July. Starlings were reported during the season primarily from the northern portions of the Region; at Terrace, B. C., the summer colony is reported to number over 200, with young out of the nest by mid-June (HRV).

Vireos, Warblers—The only report for Red-eyed Vireos was from the Lebanon area where singing birds 
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were observed for the first time last year along Crabtree Creek; this year more individuals were present during June and July than last year (VT). Warblers were prominent among the loose flocks of birds in the mountains toward the end of the period. Orange-crowned, Nashville, and Hermit Warblers were the most numerous; Townsend's Warbler was present in small numbers on Mount Hood the first week in August (JG, HBN).

Blackbirds—A few Yellow-headed Blackbirds were in the Portland area along the Columbia River at the usual very locally favored spots in late June and early July, but it is not known whether they bred this year. Fewer than usual numbers of Bullock's Orioles were on Sauvie Island during the breeding season; an immature male was seen on July 27 at Bellingham where the species is uncommon (TRW). The Brown-headed Cowbird seems not to have increased any further in numbers in most of western Oregon and western Washington since the very noticeable increase which occurred from 1960 to 1964. In the Victoria area, however, the species was very abundant this year, parasitizing every vireo and warbler nest which was inspected (R. MacKenzie-Grieve).

Finches—Lazuli Buntings were in good numbers along the Columbia River bottoms near Portland this year (HBN). The only records for Evening Grosbeaks were from the Portland area where at least three pairs nested in the Pittock Bird Sanctuary of the Oregon Audubon Society; young were first seen out of the nest there on June 27. A flock was seen on Mount Hood, July 18 (TM), where a few individuals were also seen early in June and early in August (HBN). Purple Finches were much in evidence on Vancouver Island during the summer (DS). Cassin's Finches were abundant above timberline on Mount Hood late in July (TM) and early in August (RK, HBN) with many juveniles in flocks. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were seen at middle elevations on Mount St. Helens on June 26 (JGO), on Mount Hood on July 18 (TM), and at high elevations on Mount Hood on August 7 (JGO). Pine Siskins were abundant on Mount Hood near timberline, Aug. 3 (RK & HBN); the Douglas fir cone crop is the best in Oregon in seven years. Goldfinches had good nesting success on Vancouver Island (DS); fledglings were seen at Bellingham, July 11 (TRW). The fine cone crop on Vancouver Island seems to have been the attractant for large numbers of Red Crossbills in the area by the end of the period (DS); the same phenomenon doubtless accounts for the hundreds of this species on Mount Hood, Aug. 6 (JG). In northern Washington, Red Crossbills were much in evidence in the Cascades throughout the period.

Sparrows—Oregon Juncos, many of them juveniles, were abundant above timberline on Mount Hood by the end of July. Chipping Sparrows were scarce on Vancouver Island (DS) and in much of the rest of the Region this summer. Two Fox Sparrows were seen on the surprising date of June 6 at Corbett, Oreg., some 25 miles east of Portland (HBN). Lincoln's Sparrows were common in appropriate habitat in the Sand= Pass region the last week in July; one was seen near Lebanon, Aug. 15 (WT).

Contributors— (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (FWD) Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Dobson; (RF) Roy Fisk; (JG) Jeff Gilligan; (JH) Joseph Hicks; (RK) Ron Klein; (LHK) Lucile H. Kline; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (RRM) Ralph R. Moldenhauer; (JGO) James G. Olson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (DS) David Stirling; (ES) Eleanor Stopps; (OS) Otis Swisher; (WT) William Thackaberry; (HRV) H. R. Vance; (TRW) Terry R. Wahl. 
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