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Autumn Migration, 1963

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Several events stand out particularly for the fall season for the Region. First,
  [image: ]
reporters from every station in this large Region were unanimous in describing the period as mild, in several cases extremely so. The first frost in Bozeman, Mont. was on Oct. 24, 10 days later than the previous record. This, combined with the early spring, resulted in a full month more of frost-free season. At the other end of the Region, at Baker, Oreg., the area had, as of Oct. 3, experienced 162 days free of frost, compared to the average of 124 days. The first killing frost at Missoula, Mont. was on Oct. 26 and at Spokane, Oct. 19. Precipitation was distinctly deficient in most areas, but eastern Washington received above-normal moisture in November. Because of the mild temperatures, no snow remained in the valleys at any of the reporting stations. Late departure dates were much in evidence and in some instances arrivals of migrants were retarded. P. D. Skaar, analyzing his records, noted that approximately 40 per cent of his departure records for the Sept. 14–Nov. 30 period were broken, mainly for shorebirds (8 species) and insectivorous passerines (15 species) and commented, "It is certainly reasonable to infer that these late departures were related to the 
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late freeze." Next to stand out was the number of displacements from the Pacific coast or from farther west in the Region (see Skaar's comment under Shorebirds). Finally, several areas had an abundance of northern visitors, in contrast to conditions last year. This would appear to be a contradiction, with weather so mild. Food supply possibly is the important factor here but no data are available at this point.

Loons, Grebes and Pelicans—Common Loons were noted into November, with the two highest numbers on Nov. 3: 15 in the Bozeman triangle and 7 or 8 at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (WH & LL). A peak of 100 Horned Grebes was recorded in the Bozeman triangle on Nov. 3, but the birds decreased in eastern Washington around mid-October, with 1 at Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co. on Nov. 24 furnishing a very late record (WH & LL). Likewise, a late record was the occurrence of 4 Western Grebes, same county and date (WH & LL). The White Pelican numbers were up at the Columbia Refuge and at lakes near Sprague and at O'Sullivan Dam (JA, WH & LL) and a single was noted on the Snake River at Almota (BL), all localities in Washington.

Waterfowl—The bulk of Whistling Swans appeared in eastern Washington around the last of October. Immature birds, common in flights at Columbia Refuge, indicated excellent production during the summer. About 40 appeared at Harrison Lake, Madison Co., Mont. on Oct. 19 (NM & PDS) and the same number was still at Ennis Lake in the same area on Dec. 1. Trumpeter Swans were observed in the same general area. Canada Goose numbers had built up to about 10,000 at McNary Refuge by December. Many (Lesser) Canada Geese were noted in eastern Washington: 6000 at Stratford, Grant Co., 400 at Turnbull Refuge (LL) and a moderate increase was noted for the Columbia Basin in general, with the migration 2 to 3 weeks later than usual (PAL). An immature Black Brant at Harrison Lake provided the third record for the state (RAH, DRS & PDS). Twenty White-fronted Geese remained at McNary Refuge. Single birds were seen at Swan Lake near Vernon, B. C. and at Stratford, Wash. (JA, WH & LL). A late flight of Snow Geese at Missoula brought many large flocks over the city, Nov. 19-21. In addition to the usual sprinkling of the species in eastern Washington, a flock of 50 was observed at Asotin on Nov. 11 (LL). Lehenbauer reported the Mallard migration in the Columbia Basin to be later than normal, with peak usage at Columbia Refuge in mid-November. He noted that the Basin population continued very high, with the distribution altered somewhat, owing to the new Wampum Dam pool on the Columbia River. In late November the pool held upwards of 150,000 Mallards. The peak for the species at McNary Refuge was 13,520, in late October, and at Ninepipe and Pablo Reservoirs, Lake Co., Mont., 70,000 on Nov. 22. Pintail numbers remaining in the Columbia Basin, likewise, were considerably higher than in former years (PAL). The species peaked at 26,500 the third week of October at Ninepipe and Pablo. Abnormally high numbers of Green-winged Teal and Am. Widgeon were staying on in the Columbia Basin (PAL) and both species, plus Pintail, were still at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. on Dec. 1. Some 800 Redheads, noted on Oct. 12 at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. were gone the following week (JA & WH). Movement of the Ring-necked Duck into the Columbia Basin was later than normal, as were the arrivals of Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye and Bufflehead (PAL). Over 1000 Ring-necked Ducks were at McNary Refuge in November. A sight record of a male Greater Scaup, associated with Lesser Scaup at Three Forks, Mont., was obtained on Nov. 30. The White-winged Scoter apparently has become a regular but rare migrant in eastern Washington; a new high of 28 birds at Banks Lake plus 7 at Soap Lake was counted on Oct. 27 (LL). The first record of this species in the Three Forks, Mont. area was obtained on Nov. 5 when 2 females were noted (NM & PDS). A male was found at the same spot in late November (DRS & PDS) and was collected a few days later by Martin. A very late Ruddy Duck was still at Missoula on Nov. 24. A male Hooded Merganser at Ennis Lake was the second record for the area.

Hawks and Eagles—The wintering build-up of Golden Eagles was well under way at Columbia Refuge in early November. Up to 3 at a time were noted at Ninepipe Refuge. At the latter place the Bald Eagle had increased to 2 adults and 4 immatures, feeding upon crippled waterfowl. Four individuals were noted in the Bozeman triangle. Two sightings were made of the Peregrine Falcon: 1 at Vernon, B. C. (JTF) and 1 at Reardan, Wash. (JA).

Gallinaceous Birds—Blue Grouse were reported to be in larger than usual numbers in eastern Washington (LL) but the opposite condition appeared true for the Spruce Grouse (State Game Dept.) Mountain Quail were reported in the Region for the first time in this regional editor's experience. "Good numbers" were reported in Asotin County, Wash. (Jack Carpenter, fide LL). The Gray Partridge made a good recovery from the low point reached last spring at the Bison Range.

Cranes—Large numbers of Sandhill Cranes were reported. At Cold Springs Refuge, 35 miles from McNary Refuge, 500 were counted in September (FK). About 1000 were seen at Knutsford, near Kamloops, B. C., Oct. 13. At Columbia Refuge the peak occurred the second week of October. Farther east at Cow Lake, Adams Co., where the species is unusual in fall, 14 birds were noted on Sept. 1 (LL). A flock of 10 was seen flying high over Three Forks, Mont. on Oct. 13, a late date.

Coot and Shorebirds—Am. Coot showed a peak of perhaps 15,000-20,000 at Ennis Lake on Sept. 29 and a few still lingered until Dec. 1 Records for late departure dates were broken for 8 species of shorebirds in the Bozeman triangle. At Missoula and in eastern Washington numbers were below normal for this group. Hand reported a good variety of species at Missoula, however. Only a few Am. Golden Plover were noted in eastern Washington and 1 was noted at Missoula. However, the species put in a 
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notable appearance in the Bozeman triangle, with sightings on several dates with numbers up to 6 birds (NM, DRS & PDS). Up to 16 Black-bellied Plover were sighted in a day in eastern Washington and as many as 8 at Three Forks, Mont. A Ruddy Turnstone, very rare in the Region, was seen at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. on Sept. 1 and 2 (JA, LL). A single Upland Plover appeared for the third consecutive year at Missoula. Dunlins appeared as usual in small numbers in eastern Washington, but 1 at Three Forks, Mont. on Aug. 11 was the second record for the state. The Stilt Sandpiper appeared in eastern Washington in unusual numbers and stayed later than normally. Nine were seen in one day, Sept. 8 which was the last date noted (JA, WH & LL). Particularly noteworthy were 3 Marbled Godwits at Stratford Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (JA). Sightings of the Red Phalarope in four localities make one wonder if there is some common factor involved in the appearance of these birds, so extremely rare in the Region. The localities were Banks and Soap Lakes in Washington (WH, LL, S.A.S.); Bend, Oreg. (JGO) and Harrison Lake, Mont. P. D. Skaar said of this and other displaced species in his area, "It is tempting to relate the occurrence of these birds to the prolonged sway of Pacific air-flow during the season."

Jaegers, Gulls, Murrelets—A Long-tailed Jaeger was observed at the salmon spawning grounds of Adams River, north of Vernon, B. C. on Oct. 23 and 25 (JG). Single Mew Gulls again appeared in eastern Washington, at Park Lake and O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co. and at Spokane (JA, WH, LL). Sabine's Gull somewhat paralleled the Red Phalarope's appearances, with 3 at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (JA & WH), 1 at Adams River, B. C. (BAS) and 1 at Harrison Lake the second record for Montana. An Ancient Murrelet was picked up alive in Spokane County, Wash. in late October (Stan Guenther).

Owls and Goatsuckers—Two Great Gray Owls were seen at the head of Squaw Creek, 20 mi. south of Bozeman, at 8000 ft. (DW). A live Poor-will was brought in from the foothills near Bozeman on Sept. 23 (CVD). This is the second record for the area since 1909. One picked up alive at Spokane on Oct. 2 furnished a late date (LL). Several notably late dates for the Common Nighthawk were obtained: Sept. 21 at Spokane (LL), Sept. 28 at Baker, Oreg. and Oct. 3 in the Bozeman area.

Woodpeckers—A Yellow-shafted Flicker appeared at a feeding station at Coldstream Municipality in the Vernon, B. C. area on Nov. 2 and was still present on Dec. 7 (JTF).

Flycatchers and Swallows—Three Ash-throated Flycatchers were identified at close range at Missoula on Aug. 9, constituting Hand's second record there. A late Say's Phoebe was found on Nov. 3 at Banks Lake. (S.A.S.). The Western Wood Pewee was observed as late as Sept. 14 in eastern Washington (S.A.S.), until Sept. 21 in the Bozeman area and until Sept. 23 at Baker, Oreg. A number of late swallow records were reported. A few Bank Swallows were still at Three Forks, Mont. on Oct. 6. An almost complete albino was seen there earlier in the fall. Young Barn Swallows still occupied a nest in the Vernon, B. C. area on Sept. 9. Cliff Swallows were common at McNary Refuge until the first of November.

Jays, Chickadees and Creepers—A concentration of 150 Piñon Jays near Bend, Oreg., on Oct. 26 was a noteworthy number (JGO). Five Boreal Chickadees were noted at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. The species is known in the state only in the extreme northeastern portion (LL). Six Chestnut-backed Chickadees at 5500 ft. near Baker were Ann Ward's first in eastern Oregon. Four of the birds unexpectedly turned up at Fowle's feeding station at Coldstream Municipality, B. C. The first record of the Brown Creeper on the Columbia Refuge was one caught in a building there on Oct. 7.

Wrens and Mimic Thrushes—A House Wren was still at Bozeman on the very late date of Sept. 22. The Long-billed Marsh Wren was still present at Three Forks, Mont. on Nov. 30 and at Ninepipe Refuge on Dec. 1. Several late dates for Catbirds were reported: Sept. 22 at Bozeman and the same at Spokane, where a number of other late observations were made of the species.

Thrushes—A few Robins lingered well into November at most localities and it appeared that, in marked contrast to last winter, substantial numbers would winter at Spokane. Varied Thrushes appeared commonly at Columbia Refuge in September, were frequent in the Spokane area after early October (S.A.S.) and were noted in sagebrush areas at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 3 (WH & LL). At Vernon, B. C., where they rarely winter, 3 were still present on Dec. 9.

Kinglets and Waxwings—Golden-crowned Kinglets were recorded for the first time at the Bison Range. Oct. 31 was a very late date for a male Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Bozeman and one was coming regularly to a feeding station in Pullman, Wash. in December (RPO). Bohemian Waxwing numbers appeared to be building up mote slowly than usual, except for flocks up to 750 at Missoula, where, in contrast, Cedar Waxwings disappeared very early, by Sept. 17.

Starlings, Vireos and Warblers—Large concentrations of Starlings built up at McNary and Columbia Refuges in November and a massive movement of some 20,000 was noted on the Pablo Refuge on Oct. 23. The very late date of Sept. 22 was obtained for the Red-eyed Vireo at Bozeman. Several notable records for warblers were secured at Bozeman: a Tennessee Warbler (third record for the area) and 3 Nashville Warblers (Mrs. LH) on Sept. 21 and a Townsend's Warbler on Oct. 26, this date in itself remarkably late. The Townsend's Warbler record is the second for the area. A sprinkling of other late warblers occurred, one being an Audubon's at Vernon, B. C. on Nov. 12 (JTF). Oct. 8 was extremely late for 2 MacGillivray's Warblers at Spokane, as was Sept. 22 there for the Yellow-breasted Chat.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks were common in many localities until November, when numbers 
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dwindled markedly. A pair of House Finches was observed closely at Three Forks, Sept. 25. This is one of only a few observations for Montana. Pine Grosbeaks staged a winter invasion in some parts of the western end of the Region. Grant reported the species as more numerous than usual at Vernon and many observations were obtained in eastern Washington, where the birds seldom appear. The species also was noted in the mountains at Baker, at Missoula, and appeared to be back to normal numbers at Bozeman after being virtually absent there last year. About 20 Black Rosy Finches, seldom reported, accompanied a flock of the Gray-crowned in the Bozeman area on Nov. 3. Many Common Redpolls appeared in the above area, after about 2 years' absence. The species appeared also at Missoula and the Bison Range. White-winged Crossbills were recorded for the first time at the Bison Range, Nov. 19. The Green-tailed Towhee was noted only in Bozeman, Sept. 17 and 18 (CVD).

Sparrows—Two Savannah Sparrows at Spokane on Oct. 19 were the latest in at least the last 9 years there (THR). The last date for the species at Missoula, Oct. 22, drew no special comment from Hand, however, for that area has shown a number of last dates well past mid-October. The last date at Bozeman, Oct. 13, was considered late. Single Clay-colored Sparrows were noted occasionally between Aug. 18 and Sept. 6 at Missoula. A few Brewer's Sparrows, otherwise unreported, passed through the same locality during late August. A single Harris' Sparrow at Missoula on Nov. 2 was Hand's fifth record there. Accompanying it was a late White-crowned Sparrow. A few of the latter species still at Spokane in late November and early December suggested that they might winter there. Single Golden-crowned Sparrows were noted on three dates in September at Spokane (S.A.S.). A few Lapland Longspurs passed through Missoula and were noted at Reardan and Cow Lake in eastern Washington (JA, WH) and at Bozeman. Only a very few Snow Buntings had appeared by the end of the period.

Contributors—Credit for observations, unless otherwise indicated, is as follows: British Columbia, James Grant; Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area (Bozeman Triangle), Mont., P. D. Skaar; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry; Ninepipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges, Lake Co., Mont., Leon Littlefield; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward; Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., Philip A. Lehenbauer, and McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., Frank Kenney. Contributors indicated in text: (JA) James Acton, (CVD) C. V. Davis, (JTF) J. T. Fowle, (JG) James Grant, (WH) Warren Hall, (Mrs. LH) Mrs. L. Hardie, (RAH) R. A. Hays, (FK) Frank Kenney, (LL) Lynn LaFave, (PAL) Philip A. Lehenbauer, (BL) Bob Luhn, (NM) Neil Martin, (JGO) James G. Olson, (RPO) Ruth P. Ownbey, (THR) Thomas H. Rogers, (DRS) Donald R. Skaar, (BAS) B. A. Sugden, (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society, and (DW) David Worley.


Autumn Migration, 1963

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

We start on a sad note. Charles W. Lockerbie died at 84 years on Sept. 20. For many years he was the guiding light among bird-watchers in Utah and had the greatest enthusiasm and knowledge in the Utah Audubon Society. The mountain west has lost its most prominent birder. The fall was wet and warm.
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In many areas we had the most delayed winter on record. This has resulted in many late dates. Perhaps the most extraordinary was a Lesser Goldfinch nest in Zion National Park, Utah, from which the last young left on Nov. 5 (RW, DLC). The increased moisture has put most of our Great Basin Refuges back into good shape. Consequently, with increased duck numbers, the fall waterfowl migration was leisurely, but much improved. It is only rarely that waves of migrants are noted in the West in conjunction with storm fronts. Such a wave occurred in Zion Park on Oct. 20-21. Not only was there a big influx of birds, but three new species were added to the Utah list. These were: Eastern Phoebe in Zion Canyon, Oct. 21 (DLC); Oct. 22 (AC); Palm Warbler, lower Zion Park, Oct. 20 (DLC, CJ, RW); Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Oak Creek Canyon, caught in a mist net and collected, Oct. 25 (RW). Another was banded in the same place, Nov. 3 (RW). Two were seen near Pine Creek Bridge, Nov. 6 (DLC), and one was found dead on Switchback Road, Nov. 12 (DLC). This influx of hitherto unknown species is remarkable. Or have they been missed? While the migration in the Great Basin was exciting, the reports from the Central Rockies were dull, except for Durango, where again there was much moisture and warm weather with more birds than usual (OR).

Herons—A Green Heron, a rarity in Utah, was seen in the Jordan River near Salt Lake on Oct. 13 (RF).

Swans—Malheur in eastern Oregon reported 4 broods of Trumpeter Swans with 15 cygnets surviving. This is the best reproduction since this species was introduced at Malheur (EK). Ruby Lakes, Nev. had 6 cygnets surviving by the end of this period (DEL). Whistling Swans were reported in more 
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normal numbers from Malheur. There were 1850 on Nov. 19—three times as many as last year (EK). Some 18,000 Whistling Swans were present at Bear River at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake by the end of this period—not as many as last year, although they may increase later (VW). The Klamath Basin, Oreg., had 1050 at the peak—about the same as last year (EJO'N). Minidoka Refuge in southern Idaho had about 1000 (SRW).

Ducks and Geese—A fine improvement was experienced in water conditions on the Upper Klamath Basin and the Klamath Forest area. However, the duck migration did not increase over last year. This year the peak of ducks was 1,800,000 on Oct. 5. There were 715,000 geese at the peak of the migration on Oct. 15. Last year's drought had figures a little under these in geese, but it is difficult to compare since the rate of migration makes a difference. Klamath had more serious trouble with botulism. Sick and dead ducks and geese on Lower Klamath and Tule Lake amounted to 25,642. About 6028 were picked up alive and treated, with 82 per cent recovery (EJO'N). On Malheur Lake there are now 12,000 acres of water instead of last year's 1500. This is the best in 4 years for this season of the year. The duck migration this warm, prolonged fall was leisurely with the peak at 151,200 on Oct. 27. This is almost twice last year's high, but there were almost as many 3 weeks earlier and 4 weeks later. The total waterfowl count was 2½ times last year's and was the highest since 1957 for the same period (EK). The fall migration of waterfowl has been so slow at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, that by the end of this period there were only 310,000 ducks there, of which 85 per cent were Mallards (WCR). This is about half the expected number. The peak of the Canada Goose migration at Deer Flat was 9000 birds, Nov. 1. Minidoka, Idaho, on the Snake River, reported a peak of 150,000 ducks, Oct. 5—more and earlier than usual. By the end of this period there were 30,000 Mallards, the most common wintering duck; 20,000 Canvasback (SRW). The waterfowl migration at Bear River peaked at 471,555 on Oct. 12. This is better than last year and also a little better than 1961 (VW). The rare ducks reported included a Black Duck picked up dead at Lower Klamath in September (EJO'N). There were 15 Wood Ducks at Deer Flat Refuge, Oct. 15 (WCR). At the end of this period there were 50 Wood Ducks and 50 Hooded Mergansers at Minidoka (SRW). Another Wood Duck was reported at Parowan, Utah, Oct. 28 (SM).

Hawks—Minidoka Refuge reported the largest number of Golden Eagles with 25 resident there this fall (SRW). All other areas reported only a scattering of eagles. Bald Eagles were reported from Bryce Canyon Nat'l Park (RWR). This is the only place they are reported that is not on some sort of a waterway. A Peregrine Falcon was seen at Parowan, Nov. 13, 27-28 (SM). These birds are seldom reported in the West.

Owls—The irruption of rodents increased in the Malheur Basin, Oreg. as did the Great Horned Owl population. From Sept. 9 to Oct. 20, 14 Saw-whet Owls were banded (EK); this owl had been thought to be much more scarce. There were 2 Barn Owls at Deer Flat Refuge (WCR). A roost of 15 Long-eared was found at the eastern end of Minidoka Refuge, Nov. 14 (SRW). Group roosting of this species has not been reported for some time. An immature Flammulated Owl—rarely seen—was picked up near Durango, Sept. 1 (OR). A Great Gray Owl was seen feeding young in Yellowstone National Park, Sept. 4 (AB). This bird occurs regularly in northwestern Wyoming, but most of us are not fortunate enough to see one.

Hummingbirds—At Hotchkiss in the mesa country of western Colorado the hummers were plentiful (JJC). Mrs. Crews fed 30 a day until Sept. 13. There were Rufous, Broad-tailed and Black-chinned.

Wrens—Winter Wrens were reported from Salt Lake City, Nov. 28 (GK), and from Zion Nat'l Park, Nov. 6 (DLC). Every year a few are reported.

Thrashers—A Brown Thrasher was seen at Minidoka on Sept. 5 and stayed for several weeks (SRW). We are not aware of any other records for Idaho. A Green-tailed Towhee, Nov. 28, in City Canyon, Salt Lake City, was very late (GK).

Thrushes—A Wood Thrush—a new bird for Idaho—was seen at headquarters at Minidoka, Oct. 8-9 (SRW). An Eastern Bluebird was seen at Estabrook in the Laramie Range, Wyo., Sept. 1 (OKS). They may be more common than has been supposed.

Warblers—A second record of the Tennessee Warbler in Oregon was made when a bird was mist-netted at Malheur, Oct. 15 (EK). The first record was last June 14 when one was collected at headquarters. With the aid of a mist net in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Colo. three warblers were added to the park list: Nashville, Sept. 7, 23; Magnolia, Sept. 10; and Palm, Sept. 20 (AC).

Bobolink—There was a Bobolink in winter plumage a few miles east of Gunnison, Colo. (HLC). These birds are scattered very sparsely over the West and rarely are reported in the fall.

Contributors—(AB), Alan Baldridge; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (AC), Allegra Collister; (HLC), Howard L. Cogswell; (JJC), Mrs. J. J. Crews; (RF), Reed Ferris; (CJ), Carl Jepson; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (EK), Eugene Kridler; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (SM), Stewart Murie; (EJO'N), Edward J. O'Neill; (OR), Oppie Reames; (WCR), William C. Reffalt; (RWR), Richard W. Russell; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RW), Roland Wauer; (SRW), Sanford R. Wilbur; (VW), Vanez Wilson


Autumn Migration, 1963

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

The Region's "summer" arrived in September and October. The delightful Indian days made it a pleasure
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to be afield. On Oct. 24 a deep Low in the Gulf of Alaska produced stormy conditions along the British Columbia coast with 117 m.p.h. winds at the weather ship 600 miles offshore. The ensuing discovery of the high seas bird visitors at Clover Point, Victoria, B. C. brought the observers out to brave the gales and rain (see Fulmars and Petrels). This appeared to be a great year for observation of shorebirds. Passerines were scarce, particularly the vireos and warblers.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters—A few early migrant Common Loons on Sept. 2 at Blaine, Wash. (LK) and on Sept. 9 at Tillamook, Oreg., increased to good numbers by Nov. 1, with a high count of 103 at Point Roberts on Nov. 17 (WHH). Arctic and Red-throated Loons were reported as occurring regularly all along the coast and in the Puget Sound area. Horned Grebes were seen on Sept. 7 at Tillamook (JBC), where an Eared Grebe was discovered on Nov. 1 (AB). About 1000 Sooty Shearwaters were seen between Destruction Island and LaPush, Clallam Co., Wash., on July 23-24. Two Pink-footed Shear-waters were reported, one at Cannon Beach, Oreg., Sept. 14, the other at Tillamook, Sept. 21 (AB, JBC)

Fulmars and Petrels—The first discoveries of the "wreck" of Fulmars were between Oct. 24 and 26 at Victoria: up to 7 were seen at one time, mostly dark-phase birds, but some light and intermediate (DS, GAP, et al.). In ferrying from Port Angeles and Victoria on Oct. 25, Paul Mackenzie saw 6 Fulmars. On the Oregon coast the first ones were noted at 
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Oceanside, Nov. 1 (AB), and Three Arch Rocks in Tillamook County. About 36 birds, many dead or dying, were found on the beach at the south jetty, mouth of the Columbia River, Nov. 16 (AB, JBC). Fork-tailed and Leach's Petrels were also part of the spectacular blow-in; as many as 60 Fork-tailed and several Leach's Petrels were observed between Port Angeles and Victoria. Several of both petrel species were picked up dead in Victoria where they had struck buildings and wires in the night (PM, GAP, DS, et al.). Earlier records were of a few seen on Sept. 2 (TRB, EM). Two Fork-tailed Petrels were seen off Cape Flattery in Washington, Oct. 23 (WHH).

Pelicans, Egrets, Herons, Bitterns—An encouraging report was that of Brown Pelicans on the Oregon coast. They appeared to be as abundant as a year ago, with the highest count, 100 on Otter Rock off Devil's Punch Bowl State Park on Sept. 24 (JS). The Common Egret appears to be achieving the status of a regular, but not common, migrant. One was seen at Fern Ridge Reservoir, near Eugene, Oreg., Sept. 28 (JO), and another one near Coquille, Coos Co., Oreg., Nov. 29 (Robert M. Storm, fide JS). For the Region, the season yielded 5 reports of the Green Heron, the northernmost at Bellingham, Wash. (TW, fide LK). An Am. Bittern was present for 3 weeks in September at Talent, Jackson Co., Oreg. (RB, JH).

Waterfowl—Whistling Swans appeared at Blaine, Oct. 23 (LK); at Fort Stevens State Park in Oregon, Nov. 16 (AB, JBC); and on Sauvies Island (100), Nov. 24 (AB). A good flight of Canada Geese (all races) was reported in October and November. Black Brant arrived a month earlier than usual at Point Roberts (WHH), and were observed at Mt. Vernon, Wash., Sept. 22 (VEC). Most of the White-fronted Geese went over early in October (AB, JBC, WHH), with the last reported on Nov. 3 on Lake Washington, near Seattle (VEC, WMH, DJ). A few Snow Geese were reported from Vancouver Island, where it is considered a rare migrant (DS, RS, BW). European Widgeons, both males, were seen at Seward Park in Seattle (DW), and on Sea Island in British Columbia (WHH). An early concentration of Am. Widgeon was 4000 at the mouth of the Columbia River on Sept. 14 (AB). Harlequin Ducks were noted, in small numbers only: at Seal Rock State Park in Oregon, Oct. 9 (JS); at Garibaldi, Oreg., Nov. 1 (AB); at Tillamook, Nov. 2 (JBC); and at Seattle, Nov. 2 (VEC). Common Mergansers were recorded from the mouth of the Pistol River, Curry Co., Aug. 31, at Sand Lake, Tillamook Co., Sept. 1, and at Yaquina Bay, Sept. 8 (JO), all in Oregon. The only Washington state record was of 6 at Cape Flattery, Sept. 1 (WHH).

Vultures and Hawks—Turkey Vultures passed through Oregon in regular waves from Aug. 31 to Oct. 28. At Victoria, B. C., about 50 to 75 are known to pass over the city each fall. This year the number exceeded 500. On Oct. 7 a huge flock of 325 arrived from the west, followed the coast over the city and struck out southeast toward the Am. Gulf Islands (TRB, ARD, DS, RS). Goshawks (2) were seen at Point Roberts, Oct. 19 (WHH), and a single individual was noted near Talent, Oreg., Nov. 14 (DT).A decided increase in Sharp-shinned Hawks was noted in the Rogue River valley (RB, JH). A Swainson's Hawk was seen twice in August on Dead Indian Road, east of Ashland, Jackson Co., Oreg. (RB). There was one report of a Rough-legged Hawk for the period (TM). An adult Golden Eagle (rare) was seen on the Wilson River highway in Tillamook County, Oreg., Sept. 7 (JBC). Bald Eagle reports were encouraging; the birds were seen in 7 widely scattered localities.

Shorebirds—An exceptionally early date for Semipalmated Plovers (2) was July 6 at Tsawwassen, B. C. (WHH). Two Snowy Plovers were at Tillamook, Sept. 12 and 13. A flock of 11 Am. Golden Plovers was found in a salt marsh at Willapa Bay, Sept. 29; a single bird was seen at Tillamook, Oct. 4 (AB). Surfbirds (25) were present on Destruction Island, Jefferson Co., Wash., July 23, 24 (LL). This species was seen in early August at Yachats, Lincoln Co., Oreg. (DT); at Devil's Elbow State Park near Heceta Head in Oregon, Aug. 31 (SOS); at Cape Flattery, Sept. 2 ( WHH); at Seal Rock, Lincoln Co., Oreg., Sept. 8 (JO), and at Cape Meares, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Sept. 12 (AB). Ruddy Turnstones were seen on Destruction Island, July 23, 24 (LL), and at Bellingham the first week in September (TW, fide LK). The Long-billed Curlew (rare) was seen in Tillamook County, Oreg. in September and October (AB, JBC, JO). Eleven reports of Whimbrels have been received, the first ones single birds at Drayton Harbor in British Columbia on July 14 (WHH), and at Boardman State Park in Oregon on Aug. 28 (RB), and the latest one a group of 3 at Willapa Bay on Sept. 29. Eleven were seen at Sand lake, Sept. 1 (JO) at Tillamook, Sept. 11 (AB), and 10 at Oceanside, Sept. 7 (JBC), all in Tillamook County, Oreg. These are exceptional numbers for the Oregon coast. Three were seen at Cape Flattery, Sept. 1 (WHH), and 7 at Long Beach, Vancouver Island, Sept. 2 (PM). A new western Washington record was made on Oct. 6 when Mr. & Mrs. George A. Clark, Jr. found an Upland Plover at Grays Harbor. The bird was feeding in a field with killdeer and gulls. Single Solitary Sandpipers were reported as follows: at Blaine, July 28 (LK); at Victoria in early August (ARD); at the mouth of Black Creek on Vancouver Island, Aug. 14 (BW); and at Mt. Vernon, Wash., Dec. 1 (VEC). A Willet was found at Newport, Lincoln Co., Oreg., Aug. 29 (Ralph Moldenhauer, fide JS). Knots (25) were observed at Tillamook, Sept. 14 and 21 (AB, JBC); 2 were seen at Victoria, Nov. 18 (ARD, et al.). One was found on Aug. 31 at Cape Flattery, where Rock Sandpipers were seen on Sept. 2 (WHH). Although there is a recent record on Vancouver Island for the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, one on Cherry Point south of Birch Bay (LK) and 2 immatures closely approached and photographed at Willapa Bay, Sept. 29 (AB) are possibly the first recorded in Washington state since 1940 (Slipp, J.W., Condor 45:198). Marbled Godwits appeared along the Oregon Coast: single birds at the mouth of the Pistol River and outside of Coos Bay, Aug. 31 (JO); one at Tillamook and 5 at Nehalem, Sept. 12; and 3 at Willapa Bay, Sept. 29 
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(AB). Both Red and Northern Phalaropes were widely reported. These storm-driven birds arrived in the hundreds in the coastal regions in October and remained through November.

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, Alcids—Both Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers were seen at Tillamook in September (AB, JBC). A Long-tailed Jaeger was observed between Port Angeles and Victoria, Oct. 25 (PM). A Skua passed south off Cape Meares, Oct. 4 (AB). There were 2 reports of Glaucous Gulls: one at Iona, B. C. (FD); and an immature at Victoria (DS, RF). Franklin's Gulls were seen at Bellingham (TW, fide LK) and Drayton Harbor (WHH). Bonaparte's and Heermann's Gulls were seen in greater numbers than in previous years. Black-legged Kittiwakes (30) were seen off Cannon Beach, Clatsop Co., Oreg., Nov. 16 (AB, JBC). The exciting finds in the Region following the storm seem endless: Sabine's Gulls, on Vancouver Island, and Vancouver, B. C. (WHH, PM), Point Roberts, Grays Harbor, and south to Three Arch Rocks on the Oregon coast; Common and/or Arctic Terns, "unusually numerous" at Tillamook (AB); Caspian Terns, at Tillamook and Brookings, Oreg. (RB) and Willapa Bay; Ancient Murrelets, hundreds passing Clover Point in Victoria in November; Cassin's Auklet, 3 dead and 1 live specimen found on the beach of the south jetty, mouth of the Columbia River.

Doves and Owls—A pair of Mourning Doves lingered at Boundary Bay until Nov. 17 (WHH). There was a small invasion of Great Horned Owls at Victoria beginning in early October (GB, DS). Two Pygmy Owls were heard calling in the Pittock Bird Sanctuary, Portland, Oreg. (AB). A Great Gray Owl was seen on Dead Indian Road, east of Ashland, Oreg., Oct. 8 (CR).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—Nighthawks were heard over Roseburg, Oreg., Oct. 3 (JO). Black Swifts tarried in the Campbell River area in British Columbia until Oct. 14 (WHH). Vaux's Swifts were last seen at Hubbard, Oreg., Sept. 23 (TM). A hummingbird, thought to be an Anna's, was seen at Talent, Oreg., Nov. 10. A late Rufous Hummingbird was noted at Svenson, Oreg., Oct. 7 (Mrs. Helen Acton, fide TM). A Lewis' Woodpecker was found at Canoe Pass, near Ladner, B. C., Oct. 6 (WHH).

Flycatchers and Swallows—A Western Kingbird was seen at Victoria, Nov. 10 & 11 (ARD, DS, RS, JT). Operation Recovery banding at Corvallis resulted in these late dates: Traill's Flycatcher, Sept. 24; Western Flycatcher, Sept. 21; and Western Wood Pewee, Sept. 17 (JS). A Hammond's Flycatcher was banded, also at Corvallis, Aug. 21 (JS). A Gray Flycatcher (identifying marks seen well at close range) was out of its range at Eagle Point, Jackson Co., Oreg., Oct. 12 (RB). First migrating flocks of Violet-green Swallows were noted on Sauvies Island, Aug. 17 (JO), although a pair was still feeding young at Blaine on Aug. 21 (LK).

Blue Jay—"It is difficult to believe that Blue Jays could arrive in Victoria under their own power," reported David Stirling. At least 2 were seen and identified in early November (RF, DS, et al.), and might have been escaped cage or zoo birds.

Chickadees, Wrens, Mockingbirds—A Mountain Chickadee appeared in a Medina, Wash. yard on Nov. 4 and was still there at the end of the month (WMH, DJ). They were seen in good numbers on Roxy Anne Butte, east of Medford, Nov. 23 (RB). A House Wren was found at Canoe Pass, Oct. 6 (WHH). A Bewick's Wren was feeding 2 young in a nest at Florence, Oreg., Aug. 30 (SOS), an exceptionally late date. A Mockingbird foraged on holly berries in a yard in Blaine (LK).

Thrushes and Gnatcatchers—All thrushes appeared to be scarce. A Hermit Thrush was banded at Corvallis, Sept. 28. The only other reports were single birds seen at Vancouver, B. C. in November (KB, WHH). Western Bluebirds were seen in the Chehalem Hills, about 20 miles southwest of Portland, Oreg., Sept. 23 (TM). Two small flocks numbering 4 or 5 each were seen on San Juan Island, Oct. 19 & 20 (GAC). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was carefully observed and photographed as it foraged with bushtits in a grove of scrub oaks at Victoria, Nov. 10 (ARD, GAP).

Vireos and Warblers—A Red-eyed Vireo (unusual) was closely observed in mid-September at Talent, Oreg., where the same observer saw a Black and-white Warbler on Oct. 7 (RMK). An Orange-crowned Warbler was found at Burnaby, B. C., Nov. 24 (WHH). A late Yellow Warbler was caught and banded at Corvallis, Sept. 29 (JS). Myrtle Warblers were last seen at Tsawwassen, Oct. 6 (WHH). Black-throated Gray Warblers were observed at Grays Harbor, Oct. 22 (PM). Several Townsend's Warblers were noted: at Long Beach, Vancouver Island, Sept. 2 (PM); at Media, Nov. 6 (WMH); in Seattle, Nov. 16 & 28 (VEC, DW). Between Sept. 8 and 26, 19 Yellowthroats were banded during Operation Recovery in the Corvallis area (fide JS). A Wilson's Warbler was discovered on Quadra Island, near Campbell River, Vancouver Island, Oct. 13 (WHH).

Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows—Records of the Evening Grosbeak were scattered and sporadic with no large numbers seen anywhere. Pine Grosbeaks appeared near Victoria, Nov. 28 (ARD, JT). Two Gray-crowned Rosy Finches in North Vancouver, B. C. on Nov. 20 & 21 (Mrs. FD) were rare for that locality. The many reports of Pine Siskins point to a good "siskin winter." A late nesting record of the Am. Goldfinch is one of a nest containing young found at Hubbard, Oreg., Sept. 22 (RB, Harold Hall, TM). A veritable "wave" of Savannah Sparrows occurred in Jackson County, Oreg.; they were counted in the thousands (JH, CR, DT). A small flock was seen among the sand dunes and short grass at Florence, Oreg., Aug. 30 (SOS). Late birds were at Boundary Bay, Nov. 2 (WHH). By the period's end very few White-crowned Sparrows had appeared. Early Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared at a food station in Seattle, Aug. 21 (DJ), but did not arrive in force until late September and October. A Fox Sparrow was seen at Corvallis, Sept. 26 (JS). They were regular thereafter throughout the Region. Lapland Longspurs appeared as follows: 7 at the south jetty, mouth of the Columbia River, Sept. 12; 2 at 
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Willapa Bay, Sept. 29 (AB); and 3 in Victoria, Oct. 5 (Victoria Natural History Society).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in boldface)—(AB) Alan Baldridge; (KB) K. Boyce; (GB) Gwen Briggs; (TRB) T. R. Briggs; (RB) Ralph Browning (southwest Oregon); (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (GAC) Mr. and Mrs. George A. Clark, Jr.; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (FD) Mr. and Mrs. F. Dobson; (RF) R. Fryer; (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. Werner H. Hesse (British Columbia); (DJ) Doris Jelliffe; (RMK) Mrs. R. M. Kent; (LK) Lucile Kline; (LL) Lynn LaFave; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (PM) Paul Mackenzie; (EM) E. Moody; (JO) James G. Olson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (CR) Carl Richardson; (SOS) Mr. and Mrs. S. 0. Stanley; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling (Vancouver Island); (JS) Joseph Strauch; (JT) J. Tateham; (DT) Dorothy Tompkins; (TW) Terry Walsh; (BW) Betty Westerborg; (DW) Dick Witt.


The Winter Season, 1963-64

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

For the Region as a the winter season might be described as of average severity. However, in this large Region, conditions always vary widely from locality to locality. In the Bozeman, Mont. area there was "very little remarkable" about the weather. There were days of extreme cold, in the -30° range but they were not numerous. Snowfall there was average and the larger bodies of water froze in early December and were still ice-covered at the end of March. This did not seem inhibit the wintering ducks and geese, however. Farther west, at Missoula and Moiese, Mont., Spokane, Wash. and Baker, Oreg. the coldest weather of winter, along with much snow, occurred in December. January brought milder temperatures to areas, but the mercury dipped to -10° at Missoula in late February. November, January and February were described as pleasant and dry at the National Bison Range at Moiese. Snowfall was in general persistent. At Missoula the snow cover was shallow but continuously crusted, presumably working hardship ground feeders. At Baker, the winter was described as "steady and unremitting," without the usual January thaw, and a bad one for deer, elk and game birds. At Vernon, B. C., however, conditions were alleviated by warm intervals which melted the snow, from exposed slopes and produced, overall, a milder than average season. March was colder than norms; particularly at Missoula, prolonging snow and cover. Conditions at Columbia and McNary Nat’l Wildlife Refuges in central Washington, in contrast, showed more moderate temperatures, resulting in ice-free lakes and marshes by the second week of February at the former refuge. This area also was extremely deficient in precipitation. In the Spokane area frozen water apparently drove most waterfowl west into the Columbia Basin. Reports from the two refuges there bear this out. Severe December conditions at Spokane and Baker brought an early and large influx of wintering birds, notably Bohemian Waxwings and fringillids, 
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And the cool March apparently retarded their departure into the mountains or northward. At the Bison Range, December, in contrast, appeared to drive out many normally wintering birds.

Loons and Grebes—A very few Common Loon apparently wintered in southeastern British Columbia, as did a few Red-necked, Horned, Eared, Western and Pied-billed Grebes. Quite unusual were 2 Horned Grebes on Coeur d' Alene Lake, Idaho on Feb. 16 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). At Soap Lake, Wash. 400 Eared Grebes were noted on Jan. 27 (JA).

Waterfowl—Canada Geese wintered in moderate numbers, except in central Washington, where many congregated. The Columbia Basin wintering population of Lesser Canadas was up some 10-15 percent from last year (PAL) and a peak of about 10,000 recorded at McNary Refuge, Burbank, Wash., in December. Up to 20 White-fronted and smaller numbers of Snow Geese were on McNary Refuge. The picture for wintering waterfowl in the Columbia Basin was indicated by an aerial census during-December, when some 950,000 ducks, largely Mallards, and 50,000 Canada Geese were tallied, both all-time records. In addition to some hundreds of Pintails at McNary and Columbia Refuges, a few wintered near Belgrade, Mont. and possibly at Coeur d’Alene Lake (S.A.S.). Watson Beed, biologist at the Bison Range, had a male Wood Duck staying with tame ducks for about six weeks in January and February. An Oldsquaw was seen in late December on the Spokane River a few miles downriver from Spokane, Wash. (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). Eight Red-breasted Mergansers at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. In late March furnished an unusually high number for the area (JA).

Hawks and Eagles—Goshawks appeared to have made an upsurge, for this very uncommon species was mentioned by six reporters, ranging from Montana through British Columbia to Washington. Golden and Bald Eagles were reported from many stations, with the latter species the more abundant. The largest concentration was of 48 Bald Eagles in a distance of 14 miles in the McDonald Valley of Glacier National Park near the end of the salmon spawning season (Hungry Horse News, Columbia Falls, Mont.). A Prairie Falcon near Wilbur in east central Washington on Jan. 1 comprised an unusual winter record (S.A.S.). Several sightings of Gyrfalcons made near Anceney, 20 miles west of Bozeman, and near Belgrade, Mont. (DRS, PDS, KT). Peregrine Falcons were noted only on the Ennis, Mont., Christmas count.

Gallinaceous Birds—This group of birds appeared have come through the winter in high numbers, with the possible exception of the Baker, Oreg. area. At the Bison Range Chukars appeared to be recovering from past low numbers and the species appeared to be gaining a foothold in the Ennis, Mont. area. Two Turkeys of the introduced flock in northeastern Washington were seen near Rice, Stevens Co. (WH & LL). Grouse populations appeared to be about normal.

Soras and Gulls—A muskrat trapper at Three Forks, Mont. found a freshly caught Sora in his trap on Dec. 8. This is the first winter record for the locality. Two immature Glaucous Gulls were identified at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (JA, WH & LL). California Gulls were common at McNary Refuge when fish were being poisoned there. An immature Mew Gull was examined at close range at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Dec. 7 (IA, WH & LL).

Owls—Five sightings of Snowy Owls were made in eastern Washington at Davenport, Creston and Wilbur. Such an influx had not been noted for many years (JA, WH, LL). Three sightings were obtained in southeastern British Columbia at Kelowna and Enderby. Pygmy Owls appeared in high numbers in two areas. "Unprecedented" numbers stayed in southeastern British Columbia, where many found a smorgasbord of small birds at feeding trays. More of the little owls were noted at the Bison Range than at any previous time in Henry's five and a half years' observation there. Many reports at Spokane also indicated an increase. The species also was noted at Baker, Oreg. which had a surprising 32 Short-eared Owls on the Christmas count. Very few were reported elsewhere. Two Long-eared Owls were noted at a nest site near Harrington, Wash., where a pair nested last year, and 3 were noted at St. Andrews, Wash. (JA).

Woodpeckers—Single Yellow-shafted Flickers were noted. One wintered near Vernon, B. C., a female was seen at Pullman, Wash. on Dec. 9 and 1 appeared several times in February at a feeder in Spokane (LH). Lewis' Woodpeckers stayed late into December at Penticton, B. C. (19 on Christmas count) and 2 were seen at Oyama, B. C. on Feb. 16. A late bird was at Baker, Oreg., during the early part of the winter period. Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen in the Long Lake burn area along the Spokane River west of Spokane (S.A.S.).

Chickadees and Nuthatches—Frequencies of several species appeared to shift, some markedly. At Baker, Oreg., the Black-capped Chickadee outnumbered the Mountain 8 to 1, a distinctly unusual situation. The latter species was noted as rather scarce in southeastern British Columbia. More reports than usual came in for Chestnut-backed Chickadees in the lowlands: 2 at a feeder at Baker, Oreg. all winter; 1 at Coeur d'Alene Lake, Idaho, Feb. 2 (JA), and 4 at a feeding station at Vernon, B. C. (JTF). White-breasted Nuthatches, never very common in the Region, seemed to be on the increase in some localities. Two along Mission Creek in the Bison Range were the first Henry had seen at the Range. At least 2 were seen at Bozeman, where they are unusual at any time (RAH, NM, DRS, PDS). In contrast, the Red-breasted, usually rather abundant, was distinctly down in numbers at some localities. None whatever were reported from the Bozeman area, "conspicuously scarce" was the description of the situation for the Okanagan Valley in southern British Columbia and numbers were down in the Spokane area (S.A.S.). In the latter area the Pygmy Nuthatch surged back in increased numbers after last year's decrease (S.A.S.).

Wrens and Thrushes—Three records came in for Long-billed Marsh Wrens. Two wintered near Spokane and 3 were seen on the Christmas count at 
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Penticton. Several observations of the species were obtained at Three Forks, Mont. in December, January and March (RAH, PDS) and 3 were seen at Ennis, Mont. on the Christmas count. Wintering Robins were found at most of the reporting localities. Perhaps the most unusual was a single bird seen repeatedly at Bozeman during November, December and January (DRS). At Spokane the birds were much more plentiful than during the extremely mild previous winter, when they were practically absent. In Opportunity, eight miles east of Spokane, they were seen regularly, with a flock of 70 the highest number noted (THR). Varied Thrushes were noted in the Vernon area as late as the end of December and a few were seen during the winter at Pullman and Spokane, Wash. The species was reported as common only at Othello, Wash., in late December and early January (PAL).

Kinglets, Waxwings and Shrikes—Ruby-crowned Kinglets made news by furnishing winter records from three localities: 2 at Kennewick, Wash., Jan. 7 (LSN); a male which came regularly to a feeder at Pullman the entire winter, and 1 at Penticton, Dec. 26. Bohemian Waxwings appeared in at least normal numbers after an unprecedented scarcity in many areas last winter. Flocks up to 2000 were seen at Spokane, but at the Bison Range they were described as almost scarce. For the first time in fifteen years at least a few Cedar Waxwings failed to winter at Missoula, Mont. However, a few stayed at Spokane and Pullman. At Baker, Oreg., and Okanagan Landing, B. C. none were noted after December. A very unusual record was that of a Loggerhead Shrike, carefully observed on the Christmas count at Ennis, Mont. (RAH & GT).

Starlings and Blackbirds—Starlings wintered at most localities, but were numerous at Columbia and McNary Refuges in central Washington. Red-winged Blackbirds apparently wintered at a number of localities, including the Bozeman—Ennis area and the lower Flathead Valley south of Flathead Lake, Mont. (CJH). About 100 Yellow-headed Blackbirds were noted at Stratford, Wash. in January. This is probably the most northern wintering locality for the species (JA, WH). The species was sighted occasionally with wintering Brewer's Blackbirds at Columbia Refuge. An unusual number of the latter species wintered near Belgrade, Mont., with at least 2 flocks of 20-30 present. Highly unusual was a Rusty Blackbird observed and later collected at Belgrade during January and February (NM, DRS, PDS).

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks appeared at every reporting locality except McNary and Columbia Refuges in central Washington. In contrast to the sparse numbers last winter, the species was common to abundant in most localities. Cassin's Finch was reported wintering in only two localities. In the vicinity of Vernon, B. C., where the birds normally winter, they were scarce. A very few appeared to have wintered in Bozeman, not a common occurrence there (DRS, PDS). It was something of a Pine Grosbeak winter, after virtual absence of the species last winter. Most localities reported them and two localities, Vernon, B. C. and Bozeman, Mont., listed them as very common. Common Redpoll numbers bounded back after the extreme low of last winter. The species was common at Missoula and Bozeman, scarcer elsewhere. Those that appeared at Baker were Ann Ward's first for eastern Oregon and a single bird at Pullman was Ruth Ownbey's first record there. A Hoary Redpoll was noted in a flock of Common Redpolls near Anceney, Mont. on Jan. 19 and 3 were detected in another flock near Ennis, Mont., Feb. 16, in each case with 20X at close range. These are the first records for the area. A few Pine Siskins were noted wintering. Red Crossbills, although reported from several localities, were sparse.

Sparrows—A Tree Sparrow wintered near Vernon, coming regularly to a feeding tray, as did an occasional one at the Bison Range. A small wintering population was noted as usual at Bozeman and small groups, including a flock of 10, were seen at Missoula. Two occurrences of Harris' Sparrows were reported. An immature bird was identified near Spokane on March 21 (VN & CS) and 1 was observed at Missoula, March 31. White-crowned Sparrows appeared to winter in larger than normal numbers and in unusual localities. One bird at the feeding station at the Bison Range from January on apparently furnished the first winter record there. One was noted at Pullman in December and February and more records than normal were obtained in the vicinity of Spokane. The species was occasional at Columbia Refuge but common at McNary Refuge and was more numerous than usual in the Vernon area. A hundred were noted in the Stratford, Wash., area in December (JA, WH). A White-throated Sparrow visited a feeder at Coldstream Municipality near Vernon in December and January. Fox Sparrows furnished two unusual records: 1 on the Penticton Christmas count and 1 in early February at McNary Refuge. Snow Buntings were uncommon to scarce. The aggregation for the entire Region was of flocks totaling 250 on the Christmas count near Ennis, Mont, (NM & PDS).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in boldface) —Jim Acton; J. T. Fowle; James Grant (southeastern British Columbia); Warren Hall; Ralph I. Hand (Missoula, Mont. area); L. Hardinger; RA Hays; C. J. Henry (National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.); Frank L. Kenney (McNary National Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.); Lynn LaFave; A. Lehenbauer (Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.); Neil Martin; Louise S. Nunn; Vee Nealey; Ruth P. Ownbey (Pullman, Wash. Area); D. R. Skaar; P. D. Skaar (southwestern Montana); Connie Smedley; Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley (Washington) ; Spokane Audubon Society; Thompson; Ken Todd; Ann Ward (northeastern Oregon). Specific records, unless otherwise noted, should be credited to the proper sectional editors.


The Winter Season, 1963-64

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

All seasons are unusual, but I suppose this winter was way out of line. It started by
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being very mild with late staying birds which gave record high Christmas counts in many areas. January looked normal, but February came in with more snow, blow and cold. In March, the worst winter month, it snowed so much as to break records. Ski resorts closed because of too much snow. It was building up to something special when the season ended. The climax of this continued story will be in the next installment, labeled "spring." A brief summary of the season should read: "snowed and frozen out." This description only applies to the northern part of this Region. Southern Utah and southern Colorado were as dry or drier than usual. At Zion Park, Utah, it was the driest season on record until mid-March (DLC). This means no precipitation. There is some evidence that northern birds were pushed south into the snow-free areas. (See Waxwings) 

Ibis—A White-faced Ibis was seen at the Malheur Refuge, eastern Oregon, on Jan. 3—the first winter record there (EK).

Swans—Trumpeter Swans wintered well at Ruby lakes, eastern Nevada (DEL). The total count was 21—a new high. Winter still gripped this Refuge at the end of the season and the marsh was just beginning to thaw a month late. There is plenty of snow in the mountains. Malheur had 35 Trumpeters—another new high. The snowpack in the mountains there is sufficient for at least a normal run-off, breaking a 5-year drought, if the snow melts fast enough and doesn't all evaporate (EK). Jackson Hole, northwestern Wyoming, had 38 Trumpeters on Flat Creek beside the highway in the National Elk Refuge (FSD).

Ducks and Geese—Malheur had its spring high in ducks on March 18, with 154,000; 117,750 were Pintails. This is a better flight than last year's total of 101,000. Malheur's spring is much retarded. The peak of the Snow Geese came on April 2 at 105,000, instead of on March 7, as last year, with 129,000 (EK).The Klamath Basin reports excellent run-off prospects for the coming season. Peak numbers of ducks: Pintail, 250,000, March 1 (almost twice the number of last year). Other ducks in much smaller numbers: Am. Widgeon with 32,960 on Dec. 29. The first week of December attained the peak of the ducks with 442,000—an improvement over last year's 408,000. Spring concentrations were small by the end of this season. There were 400 Ross' Geese present in December (EJO'N). Deer Flat Refuge, western Idaho, in the Snake River Valley, had a peak of 606,000 ducks (700,000 last year) just before the freeze-up, Dec. 21. Of these 520,000 (86%) were Mallards and 75,000 (12%) were Pintails with minor numbers of other ducks. One of the minor species was 50 Hooded Mergansers. After December they had a cold, moist, hard winter—the ice broke up on Lake Lovell (major portion of the Refuge) in March. On March 20 there were only 85,500 ducks present (WCR). Bear River Marshes, upper end of Great Salt Lake, normally breaks up in mid-February, but this year it was still frozen by the end of this period. On March 31 there were 145,000 ducks present, compared with a peak of 276,000 on March 22 a year ago. The ducks were up the Bear River from the Refuge in warm spring along the foothills (GMN). At Minidoka Refuge, Snake River, Idaho, the Refuge froze, Dec. 12, and was still frozen on April 1. This is not an all-time record, but is the longest freeze in recent years. The waterfowl managed well by flying south, but the refuge personnel were hard hit by "cabin fever" before spring came. At the start of December there were 106,000 ducks on the refuge: predominantly Mallard, Canvasback and Pintail (SRW). Monte Vista Refuge in the high, dry San Luis Valley, Colorado, is still growing and the ducks stayed through the winter. By far the most common are the Mallards. This year there were up to 33,760, Dec. 23 (CRB). It is interesting to note that among the scattering of ducks wintering on the National Elk Refuge, Jackson Hole—in a region of deep snow and low temperatures—in water kept open by warm springs, is the Ring-neck. There were 25 this winter (FSD). The Ring-neck is believed to be the most common breeding duck in the adjacent Grand Teton Park. Rare ducks reported were 4 Wood Ducks at Springdale, southern Utah, from Feb. 6 (DLC). There were 10 Wood Ducks at Flat Refuge, March 28 (WCR). A male European Widgeon was banded at Malheur, March 8 (EK).

Hawks—A Harlan's Hawk was observed at Honey Lake, Calif., in the Great Basin (GMcC). This bird is only casual in the area. About 250 Rough-legs and 150 Red-tails were present at Malheur in December (EK). Presumably these high figures are due to the explosion of mice in that area.

Eagles—We have a scattering of eagle reports but no great trend is shown. All the great wildlife refuges of this area have them. The most notable concentration was at the Klamath Basin with 67 Bald and 27 Golden Eagles in January against last year's 48 and 3, respectively (EJO'N). The eagle flyway in central Wyoming was very active into January, owing to the unseasonably warm fall. There was little movement down it until mid-December. This gives a false impression of the Christmas count number of 45 Golden Eagles, which cannot be equated with previous years (OKS). There was a wintering 
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population of 117 Bald Eagles along the Snake River, above Roberts, Idaho, in January (AB). There were more eagles of both species at Parowan in southern Utah this year as compared with last (SM). 

Cranes—there were 1100 Sandhill Cranes at the Monte Vista Refuge, Colo., from March 15 (CRB). This is the first large concentration, not only in that area, but in this entire Region.

Gulls—There was a Glaucous Gull at Farmington Bay on Great Salt Lake, near Salt Lake City, March 8 (GK). There are several recent records for this casual bird in Utah.

Owls—At Malheur Refuge nesting sites are built for Great Horned Owls. Four out of 7 artificial sites were occupied (EK). Eighteen Short-eared Owls at Farmington Bay on March 18 was a good count. A Pygmy Owl was netted at Zion Park, Jan. 19 (DLC); this bird is rarely seen there.

Hummingbirds—The report of a White-eared Hummingbird on Grand Mesa, western slope of Colorado, in June 1963 was held over from a previous report (JW). This bird had not been noted in Colorado previously.

Waxwings—This year saw a heavy flight of Bohemian Waxwings which penetrated into southern Utah and Colorado. The highest number reported was 2000 at Salt Lake City, Jan. 12 (RP). About 350 were seen at Fort Bidwell, Calif., Dec. 21 (HMcC). They were at Estes Park, Colorado Rockies, in flocks all winter (AC). They were common as far south as Bryce Canyon (R WR) and Zion Park (DLC). In Colorado Bohemians were present in large numbers with flocks up to 500 as far southwest as Durango (DR) and up to 100 high in the central Rockies at Buena Vista (DR).

Warblers—An oddity of the Malheur Christmas count was a Northern Waterthrush on Dec. 21 (JCS, PK).

Sparrows—Another immature Harris' Sparrow was seen at Honey Lake, Calif., on Dec. 22 (GMcC). A White-throated Sparrow at Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin on Dec. 20 (GMcC) probably represents an unusually late fall migrant.

Contributors—(AB), Al Bruner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (AC), Allegra Collister; (FSD), F. Sheldon Dart; (RF), Reed Ferris; (EK), Eugene Kridler: (GK), Gleb Kashin; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (SM), Stuart Murie; (GMcC), Guy McCaskie; (PK), Paul Koelle; (GMN), Gerald M. Nugent; (EJO'N), Edward J. O'Neill; (WCR), William C. Reffalt; (OR), Oppie Reames; (DR), Dorothy Roman; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (JCS), John C. Scharff; (SRW), Sanford R. Wilbur; (JW), Julia Wagner.


The Winter Season, 1963-64

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

A mild winter with no appreciable snowfall in the lowlands accounted for large numbers of waterfowl. January, the wettest in five years, was followed by a dry February. After the first of March snow piled up in near-record proportions in the Cascade Mountains above 2500 feet. Invasions of "northern" species were light with the possible exception of Snowy Owls and Pine Grosbeaks.

Loons, Fulmars, Cormorants and Egrets—A Yellow-billed Loon, first seen at Point Roberts on Dec. 21, was observed regularly until Jan. 26 (WHH, et al.). A dying Fulmar was seen on the South Jetty, mouth of the Columbia River, Jan. 31 (AB). Pelagic Cormorants (5000+) were roosting on the rocks near the south end of Denman Island, near Comox, B. C., March 6 (WJF). Unusual is the wintering of Common Egrets: of 3 seen on the Christmas count at Eugene, Oreg., on Dec. 29, one was still present on Jan. 4 (JO); and one was seen in Medford, Oreg., from Jan. 4 to the end of the period (Don Haller).

Herons and Bitterns—Two Green Herons were 
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observed flying up the Rogue River at Grants Pass, Oreg., Dec. 9 (JO), and one was noted at Tacoma, Wash., March 15 (AB). An Am. Bittern was heard on Whidbey Island, Feb. 1 (DW).

Waterfowl—Trumpeter Swans were seen at Comox, and an immature bird was photographed on Denman Island (WJF). Canada Geese wintered in large numbers. Mrs. Kline reported 400 at Blaine on Dec. 23. About 3000 were on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg. on Dec. 25, and 5000 were concentrated on the Flyway Duck Club grounds at Corvallis, Oreg., Dec. 26 (AB). At Fern Ridge Reservoir, near Eugene, Oreg., over 750 were seen on Jan. 4, which was 3 times the number noted on the Christmas count (JO). Over 400 were counted on Westham Island, near Ladner, B. C., Jan. 1 (WHH). With only a few Black Brant showing up in February, expected numbers were not reached until mid-March when they were counted by the dozens (GAC, KCP) and the hundreds (AB) on Whidbey Island. By the end of March 250 were at Blaine (LK) and flocks of up to 600 were seen on Denman Island (WJF). A White-fronted Goose, first noted at Stanwood, Wash. Jan. 4 (DW), remained there through February (VEC, DJ). Snow Geese were seen on Sauvies Island (AB, JO) and at MacFadden Swamp, near Corvallis, Oreg. (JS). Gadwalls were found on a pond east of Medford, Oreg., Dec. 23 (RB). A Common Teal was observed carefully at MacFadden Swamp on Feb. 15 (JS). The only other record for western Oregon known to the editors is of one shot by a hunter on Sauvies Island on Jan. 20, 1954. Cinnamon Teal were first seen at Medford, Feb. 7 (JH), with 5 present on March 28 (JO). About 15 were observed at Corvallis, Oreg. (JS). There were many reports of European Widgeons and Redheads. A pair of Wood Ducks was seen on Gray's River in Wahkiakum County, Wash., March 8 (AB). The high population (105) of Ring-necked Ducks on farm reservoirs near Medford on Jan. 26 (JO) is noteworthy. Increases were noted in Canvasback and Barrow's Goldeneye populations. Oldsquaws were reported on Whidbey Island, March 15 (AB). Harlequin Ducks were noted in Birch Bay (Bed Howe, fide LK, TW) and at Harper, Wash. (VEC, DJ) in January, with the last one noted at Ediz Hook, near Port Angeles, Wash., Feb. 1 (DW). A few Common Scoters wintered on Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca. A raft of 250 Common Mergansers and 150 Red-breasted Mergansers was noted on the lower Columbia River near Stella, Wash. on March 8 (AB).

Hawks and Eagles—Rough-legged Hawks were seen at Ladner, B. C., Dec. 7 (WHH), and on Sauvies Island, Dec. 25 and March 6 (AB). A Golden Eagle was watched over Upper Table Rock on March 28, and later the same day an immature was seen on Dead Indian Road, both in Jackson County, Oreg. (JO). Two adult and 11 immature Bald Eagles on the Nooksack River in Whatcom County, Wash., Feb. 24, were the largest number seen in any one area. Ospreys were seen near their nest site at Shady Cove, Oreg., Feb. 14 (Mrs. Ted Conway) . A Prairie Falcon was found at Ashland, Oreg., Feb. 10 (JH, Carl Richardson).

Mountain Quail—About 10 birds were found in MacDonald Forest, near Corvallis, on March 15. They have been seen only once before at this location, which is not over 800 ft. in elevation (JS).

Shorebirds—A Semipalmated Plover was discovered at Tillamook, Oreg., Jan. 24 (AB). Six Black-bellied Plover on Feb. 2 and 15 on Feb. 23 at the North Bend mud flats were good numbers for the Oregon coast. Ruddy Turnstones wintered for the second year at English Bay near Vancouver, B. C (KB). Black Turnstones were noted at Ediz Hook, Feb. 1 (DW). Whimbrels (2) were seen at Tokeland, Pacific County, Wash. in January (VEC, DW), 1 and (5) at Victoria on March 24 (ARD). A Wandering Tattler was seen at North Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 26, and another was at Birch Bay, south of Blaine, Feb. 2 (KB). A Willet was found on Vancouver Island, March 17 (ARD, Jack Barnett). Both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs wintered in greater than usual numbers. Least Sandpipers were discovered on Hoover Lakes, north of Medford, Feb. 27 (JH, Thomas McCamant). Long-billed Dowitchers were present on Sauvies Island, Jan. 26 (AB); they did not arrive at MacFadden Swamp until March 19 (JS). A few Western Sandpipers began to arrive at Blaine the first of March, building up to a high of 1800 by March 14 (LK). A Northern Phalarope was observed at Tokeland, Jan. 25 (VEC, DW).

Gulls and Auklets—An immature Glaucous Gull was seen on Sauvies Island, March 6 (AB). A Mew Gull put in an appearance on the McKenzie River, near Eugene, Oreg., Jan. 4 (JO). Cassin's Anklets were seen in Seattle during January and February (VEC, DJ), and 5 were found dead on the south jetty at the mouth of the Columbia River (AB).

Pigeons and Owls—Band-tailed Pigeons wintered in small groups in Seattle (GAC) and Victoria, 
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where they increased to hundreds by the middle of March (DS). Reports were received of Mourning Doves near Victoria; Vancouver, B. C.; Blaine; Portland and Medford. Flocks of over 50 were seen in the Kent and Auburn valleys in King County, Wash. in March. Numbers of these birds seen each year west of the Cascade Mountains seem to be growing. A Snowy Owl was seen at Victoria in December (DS) and one that was first seen near Vancouver, B. C., on Dec. 21, remained until Jan. 26 (WHH). Three Burrowing Owls turned up: 1 on the Christmas count at Comox, B. C. (G. A. Poynter, Betty Westerborg); 1 at Boundary Bay, near Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 1 (Mr. & Mrs. D. D. Dow, WHH); and 1 live-trapped, banded and released on the banks of the Skagit River in January (Howard Channing, fide LK).

Chickadees, Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes—The scattered pairs of Mountain Chickadees wintering in Seattle were last seen on March 21 (DW). Rock Wrens were first seen at Ashland, Oreg., Feb. 10 (JH, Carl Richardson). A Mockingbird wintered at Blaine (LK) and one was seen at Kirkland, Wash. (Merritt Major, fide VEC). Robins, Varied Thrushes and Hermit Thrushes appeared about average in numbers. Several sightings of Western Bluebirds did not necessarily indicate an increase in numbers as many observers added such comments as "scarce" (DS), "first in over a year" (JO), and "small population" (JS).

Pipits, Waxwings, Vireos, Warblers—The only Water Pipits reported were 2 on Sauvies Island, Dec. 25 (AB). After last winter's absence from the Region, Bohemian Waxwings appeared in several localities. One was seen in Victoria, Jan. 18 (ARD). In early February 10 were counted in a garden in Portland (AB). Flocks of 50 to 100 were seen in Bellingham from Feb. 1 to 20 (TW), and a flock of 100± was observed in Blaine from Feb. 18 to 21 (LK). Cedar Waxwings wintered in greater than usual numbers in Victoria (DS). A Hutton's Vireo was seen at Phoenix, Jan. 12 (RB). A pair, first seen in Seattle on Feb. 22 (DJ), was nest-building on March 22 (Seattle Audubon Society). An Orange-crowned Warbler was found at Harper, Kitsap County, Wash., Jan. 5 (VEC, DJ).

Blackbirds, Grosbeaks, Crossbills—A Yellow-beaded Blackbird on Westham Island, Jan. 1 (DDD, WHH) was most unusual. Evening Grosbeaks and Purple Finches were spotty in occurrence, scarce in some areas and abundant in others. Pine Grosbeaks (8) were observed on Whidbey Island, Feb. 2 (GAC). Small groups were sighted in Victoria (DS) with the largest number 11 on Feb. 11 (ARD). The Red Crossbill was absent from Victoria (DS). They were seen at a feeder at Trail, Jackson County, Oreg. in January (Carolyn Kelsey).

Sparrows—A Chipping Sparrow was seen in Seattle in January (DJ). One was also seen at Ashland, Oreg. on Feb. 20 (Mrs. H. Cecil) was early. An extremely well-authenticated sight record of a Harris' Sparrow was of one at a feeder at Montesano, Wash. all winter, seen by many observers (VEC, D. Coleman, Mrs. Carl Bunch, Mrs. Lindsley, DW, et al.) and photographers (Florence Bailey, BB, Ralph Carlson, W. Swanson). Another unusual feeding-station visitor was a White-throated Sparrow at Victoria (T. R. Briggs). Lincoln's Sparrows were seen near Corvallis on Jan. 11 and March 19. Two were banded on March 27 and 28 (JS). One was observed on Whidbey Island, March 15 (GAC, KCP). Lapland Long-spurs, which are not recorded with any degree of regularity, were seen at Boundary Bay (WHH) and at Point Roberts (KB).

Initialed Contributors (sectional editors' names in boldface)— (AB) Alan Baldridge; (KB) K. Boyce; (RB) Ralph Browning (southwest Oregon); (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (GAC) Mr. & Mrs. George A. Clark, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (DDD) Mr. & Mrs. D. D. Dow; (WJF) W. J. Fitzpatrick; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Hesse (British Columbia); (JH) Joseph Hicks; (DJ) Doris Jelliffe; (LK) Lucile Kline; (JO) James Olson; (KCP) Kenneth C. Parkes; (DS) David Stirling (Vancouver Island); (JS) Joseph Strauch, Jr.; (TW) Terry Wahl; (DW) Dick Witt.
 

Spring Migration, 1964

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

The western portion of the Region experienced a cold, dry spring, often with strong southwest winds. At the western end of the Region, precipitation in the vicinity of McNary Refuge, Burbank, Wash. totaled only 0.19 in. for March, April and May. Columbia Refuge, Othello, Wash., with 0.35 in., endured the driest spring in 25 years. Eastward, precipitation gradually increased until at Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges, Charlo, Mont. precipitation was about 80 per cent of normal. At the Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. moisture was abundant in April and early May, but drought conditions, shared by eastern Washington, set in thereafter. Cloudy skies persisted, however, holding the area to subnormal temperatures most of the remainder of the period. At Missoula, Mont. the spring was cold and damp, retarding vegetation. Only in the Bozeman—Ennis—Three Forks area of Montana were conditions more or less normal. On May 2 and 3 western Montana was hit by storm conditions that brought several inches of snow. Observers believed that, in general, the spring migration was late, presumably because of the weather. However, the Bozeman area had a number of species appearing very early. The early May storm period appeared not to have had any great effect upon the already retarded migration, aside from producing some notable concentrations of a few species of landbirds already in the area. The possibility does present itself, however, that a few of the shorebirds, both rarities and normally expected migrants, might have been "grounded" by the storm instead of passing through unnoticed. However, several shorebird rarities did not appear at the time of the stormy period and a number of the usual migrants normally arrive around the first week of May anyway. Other groups of birds ordinarily arriving in early May appeared to show the normal pattern, with some species early and others late.

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants, Ibis—Up to 150 Red-necked Grebes appeared at Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont. by May 1. The earliest record for any migrating grebe was of a few Western Grebes on Okanagan Lake, southern British Columbia, March 15. White Pelicans, unusual west of the Continental Divide in the Region south of the Canadian border, were noted in three localities : Ninepipe, 15 on May 26; McNary Refuge, 10 in early April, and Adams Co., Wash. 16 at Cow Lake on April 19 (AB & LLaF), and at Sprague Lake, 3 on May 17 (WH & LLaF). The species was first noted in the Bozeman, Mont. area on April 18. Thirty Double-crested Cormorants, seen at Ninepipe on May 28, stayed one day and moved on. The White-faced Ibis was observed twice at Three Forks, Mont. (RAH, NM).

Waterfowl—Several sectional editors reported waterfowl migration as late. At Columbia Refuge, Othello, Wash. the spring movement was about two weeks behind schedule. Cool weather appeared to be the explanation for this general slowness. In the Bozeman area the situation was more nearly normal and a few species put in very early appearances; namely, Cinnamon Teal on April 5 at Three Forks, Redhead on March 15, and Ring-necked Duck on March 21. The (Cackling) Canada Goose, rare in eastern Washington, was noted twice in that area, at Banks Lake, Grant Co. (JA) and near St. Andrews, Douglas Co. (LLaF & AB). Two hundred Snow Geese near Baker, Oreg., were noteworthy, as the species is rather uncommon in the western part of the Region. Up to 11 Ross' Geese were sighted at Ninepipe and 58 were at Pablo Refuge on May 1. Single European Widgeons at Reardan, Wash. (JA) and Ninepipe Refuge were real rarities. The former was one of very few records for eastern Washington and the latter is believed to be the first record for that area. A peak of 1500 Canvasback at Ninepipe was the highest number in 15 years. A female Hooded Merganser at Three Forks, Mont. was unusual.

Vultures and Hawks—A very early Turkey Vulture was noted at Baker, Oreg. on March 17. At the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. a Red-tailed Hawk nest was examined to see why the adults showed signs of agitation. The nest contained 2 young, 1 dead, with porcupine quills protruding from its abdomen. There was no indication as to how this occurred (EK & GH). A late Rough-legged Hawk was still at Reardan, Wash. on May 3 (WH & LLaF). A Ferruginous Hawk was seen near Creston, Wash. (JA).
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Gallinaceous Birds—The breeding colony of Sharp-tailed Grouse in northern Spokane County, Wash. may be almost extirpated, as only 2 birds were noted this spring (AB, WH & LLaF). Winter carryover of California Quail, Ring-necked Pheasant and Chukar at Columbia Refuge was excellent, but nesting conditions were poor.

Cranes and Rails—Sandhill Cranes were migrating as early as March 20 (Columbia Refuge) and remained as late as May 7 at this refuge and until at least May 20 at Baker, Oreg. The highest number was 1000 at St. Andrews, Wash. on April 19 (AB & LLaF). A Virginia Rail killed by a car near Vernon, B. C. on March 27 was either an early migrant or possibly a wintering bird.

Shorebirds—A Semipalmated Plover at Missoula, May 6, was Hand's second spring record. Two Black-bellied Plovers, scarce in spring in eastern Washington, were seen at Reardan, May 24 (JA, WH). At Three Forks, Mont., where the species is likewise scarce, a single bird on May 10 constituted the first spring record (RAH, DRS & PDS). The real rarity for the season was a White-rumped Sandpiper on May 23 at Reardan, Wash. (JA). This is the second record for the state and occurred in spite of southwest winds of 17 to 24 miles per hour during the period of May 21-24. Only a little less notable was the appearance of 5 of this same species, May 30, at Three Forks, Mont. It is the first record for the area and one of a few for Montana. Three other unusual records came from this latter area: the first spring records for Baird's and Stilt Sandpipers, (RAH, PDS) and Dunlins (RAH, TBH, DRS, PDS); several sightings for each species. Dunlins had been seen there only once previously, last fall, and have been noted very few times in the state. Especially worthy of note were two records of Short-billed Dowitchers-2 birds at Missoula, May 2-11, seen under excellent conditions, and 6 in the Cariboo area between Spence's Bridge and Lac La Hache, B. C. (PM). Marbled Godwits again appeared in western Montana, 66 on Ninepipe on April 27 and 2 at Missoula following a rather heavy snowfall, May 4. In the Bozeman area the species was still present on June 6 in an area where they are suspected of breeding. An Am. Avocet at Vernon, B. C. was apparently the fourth recorded in interior British Columbia (NB). An unusual number of observations of the species at Reardan, Wash. possibly might have some bearing upon the Vernon sighting.

Gulls, Terns and Murrelets—A Mew Gull, rare in eastern Washington in spring, was noted at close range at Reardan on May 16 (FH). A few Franklin's and Bonaparte's Gulls were as usual noted in eastern Washington at Reardan, and the latter species at Willow Lake, Spokane Co. (WH & LLaF). Less ordinary were 3 of the latter species at Missoula. Caspian Terns were reported as more common at Columbia Refuge than in the past. Of extreme interest is an Ancient Murrelet found alive in a residential area of Missoula, March 19.

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls—Three Band-tailed Pigeons were observed at Princeton in the Okanagan River drainage in southern British Columbia (PM). An extraordinary record was that of a Yellow-billed Cuckoo near Lower Bridge, about 8 miles NNW of Redmond, Oreg. (LBM & PD, fide JGS). A Screech Owl was found under a bridge in the almost treeless area around Creston, Wash. A Snowy Owl was seen 30 miles E of Vernon on April 8 (SD). Single Saw-whet Owls, seldom reported in the Region, were found near Sprague, Wash. (WH & LLaF) and near Bozeman, Mont.

Nighthawks and Swifts—First observations of the Common Nighthawk, with few exceptions, were close to the last of May. At Columbia Refuge, Othello, Wash. the birds appeared on May 18 and at Missoula the earliest appearance was May 24, 6 days earlier than Hand's earliest record in 26 years' observing. The first record of the Black Swift for eastern Washington was obtained on May 23 when 2 birds were observed under ideal conditions at Mt. Spokane, Spokane Co. (FH).

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers and Flycatchers —On June 7, Black-chinned Hummingbirds were noted around headquarters at the Bison Range, in the amazing numbers of 8 or 10 at a time. A male and a female of the rarely observed Williamson's Sapsucker were seen in the vicinity of Oliver, B. C. (FWD, WHH & PM). In the same area the rare White-headed Woodpecker was observed (WHH). This latter species was also noted near Long Lake Dam, Lincoln Co., Wash. (FH); at Vaseaux Lake and near White Lake, in the Vernon, B. C. area by field parties of the British Columbia Nature Council. Nesting activity of Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers was noted in the Long Lake burned-over area down the Spokane River from Spokane, but the site was later abandoned. However, a female was noted in the area on May 2 (S.A.S.). The Ash-throated Flycatcher, described as uncommon at Columbia Refuge, was first noted there on May 13.

Mimic Thrushes & Thrushes—A Sage Thrasher appeared on May 2 during a snowstorm at Missoula. This is Hand's second record for Missoula. At Vernon, B. C. May 13 was an early arrival date for the Veery and May 16 was very early for the species at Bozeman. For comparison, other arrival dates are: Baker, Oreg., May 24; Spokane, Wash., May 15 (S.A.S.), and Bison Range, May 17. The species was present at Oliver, B. C. on May 16 (FWD, WHH & PM). A Gray-cheeked Thrush, carefully examined at Bozeman, was the first record of the species for the area and one of a few for Montana. Many Western Bluebirds were seen at the Long Lake burn area west of Spokane (S.A.S.).

Pipits and Waxwings—Water Pipits were observed migrating between April 3 (Bison Range) and May 26 (Spokane area). April 8 at Bozeman was a very early arrival date there. A peak of 500 occurred at Ninepipe on April 20, but at Missoula a peak of several hundred was observed on May 4. Sprague's Pipit was found singing on two dates in May in the area near Three Forks where they were first found last summer. Bohemian Waxwings stayed unusually late in several localities: until April 27 at Spokane, 2 birds (WH); May 4 at Missoula, 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 18, Number 4  473

7 birds, and May 11 at Bozeman, 30 birds (DRS).

Starlings and Warblers—At McNary Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. Starlings were found nesting in boxes put up for Wood Ducks. At Missoula a completely albino young Starling, nearly able to fly, was found. Efforts to rear it failed so it was turned over to the collection of Montana University. A female Myrtle Warbler appeared at Lavington, near Vernon, B. C. and a male was observed at Spokane (VC). The Northern Waterthrush was first noted in the Vernon, B. C. area on May 16 at Cherryville (SD). The species was noted elsewhere only in the Cariboo area of southern British Columbia (PM) and at Bozeman.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks appeared in abundance at reporting stations in western Montana and at Vernon. At Ninepipe Refuge the migration, considered the largest for many years, had its peak the last week of May. Cassin's Finch probably wintered in the Bozeman area, for songs were heard on Jan. 28 and regularly after March 28. In the Spokane area the species arrived very late, around the last of April (S.A.S.). Inadvertently omitted from the winter report for the Region was mention of 300 Black Rosy Finches along the road between Monida and Lima, Beaverhead Co., Mont. on Jan. 1 (CP, fide REJ). Common Redpolls lingered late: to April 18, at Missoula and to the very late date of May 16 at Bozeman (RAH). Red Crossbills were virtually absent at most reporting localities, with a single bird noted in Montana, at Bozeman (RAH). In the Spokane area, the only other area reporting them, numbers were low.

Sparrows—Three reports for Lark Buntings west of their usual range raise the interesting possibility that the species might eventually succeed in establishing itself in grasslands in western Montana. In southwestern Montana no large-scale repetition of last year's "invasion" occurred, but a pair was found near Manhattan (RAH) and 2 males were seen near Belgrade. At Missoula from 4 to 10 were seen daily just south of the city during the first half of June. This is the second record for Hand for Missoula or for anywhere west of the Continental Divide. At the Bison Range at Moiese a female was noted on June 9 (WB) and a male was seen the following day (WE & CJH). This is a new record for the Range. The earliest date for the Savannah Sparrow at Bozeman, April 18, was 12 days earlier than any previous record. At Baker, Oreg., a peak of 150 of this species was noted on April 22. A Grasshopper Sparrow, Hand's first for the Missoula area, was identified on the heels of the storm period of May 4. At Kennewick, Wash. a window kill of a Le Conte's Sparrow provided the first record for the state (LN). At Bozeman immense migrating flocks of Vesper Sparrows were forced to roadsides by the snow on May 3. Many migrating Oregon Juncos mingled with them. At Missoula the latter species became abundant during the same stormy period. A Clay-colored Sparrow, the second record for Washington, was watched at close range near Spokane on May 7 (LLaF); another was identified at Missoula on May 27. A Harris' Sparrow again appeared near Spokane at a feeder, April 4 (VN) and 1 was present at Missoula from March 31 to May 4. A heavy migration of White-crowned Sparrows was noted in most areas. Some 300 were noted at Baker on May 6 and 500 were reported for May 3 in the Spokane area (WH & LLaF). The species wintered more abundantly than usual around Vernon, B. C. and the first migrant appeared there on April 20. A very early individual appeared at Bozeman on April 8, the same day that the first appeared at Baker, Oreg. At other localities arrival was from mid-April on. An unusually large number of reports came in for Golden-crowned Sparrows. Most surprising was the appearance of at least 10 at Sprague Lake near Sprague, Wash. (WH & LLaF). A single bird was seen near Spokane (JA, WH, VN & CS); 2 were noted at Baker; 2, at Hedley in the Vernon area; 6 near Oliver, B. C. (FWD, WHH & PM), and 3 in the Cariboo (PM). A single adult Lapland Longspur in full breeding plumage was identified with Horned Larks near Creston, Wash. on April 19 (LLaF) and a few were again noted at Missoula between March 14 and April 23. The species appeared late (April 5) in the Bozeman area.

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for their respective areas unless otherwise indicated) .—(JA) James Acton; (AB) Alan Baldridge; (NB) Mr. & Mrs. N. Beaven; (WB) Watson Beed; (VC) Vina Clough; (FWD) Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Dobson; (SD) S. Draper; (PD) Paul DuMont; James Grant, Vernon, B. C. area; (WH) Warren Hall; (RAH) R. A. Hays; (CJH) C. J. Henry, National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse; (GH) Grant Hogge; (FH) Frances Huston; (REJ) Richard E. Johnson; Frank Kenney, McNary National Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash.; (EK) Ernest Kraft; (LLaF) Lynn LaFave; P. A. Lehenbauer, Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; Leon A. Littlefield, Ninepipe and Pablo National Wildlife Refuges, Charlo, Mont.; (LBM) Larry B. McQueen; (PM) Dr. P. Mackenzie; (NM) Neil Martin; (VN) Vee Nealey; (LN) Louise Nunn; (CP) Mr. & Mrs. Clint Peck; (DRS) D. R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area; (CS) Connie Smedley; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society, Mrs. S. O. Stanley, compiler; (JGS) Joseph G. Strauch, Jr., Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area. 


Spring Migration, 1964

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

April and May (it was hardly a spring) were as cold and wet as any on record in many areas and also in the Region as a whole, in spite of its great variety of climate. A storm, starting on April 1st in central Wyoming, dropped up to thirty inches of wet snow on the prairies and foothills killing almost all the larger animals that were not fed by man. Spring birds present at that time ate juniper berries and survived. At the end of this period in May many places at higher elevations had not received their usual spring birds. Many birds prolonged their stay at lower 
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elevations before going to their breeding grounds, such as Olive-sided Flycatchers at Salt Lake City during the last two weeks of May (GK). In most areas vegetation and birds were 2-3 weeks behind, and the vegetation seemed later than the birds. There was ice on the marshes in eastern Idaho until May (DGB). Water prospects for the coming duck breeding season are better than they have been in years. Durango, Colo. was the exception, being both cold and dry (OR). A wave of migrants—such as the eastern half of the country knows—is rare in this Region, perhaps because there are fewer perching birds. What waves we do have are associated with storms with northerly winds. A real concentration took place in Zion Canyon, Utah, on May 5-7, as a result of a rain and snowstorm. After the storm dozens of dead birds were found there and at nearby Springdale. These birds were Empidonax (sp.), Red-breasted Nuthatch, Audubon's Warbler, Virginia's Warbler, and Gray-headed Junco (DLC). Another storm with high northerly winds on May 27-28 at Minidoka Refuge on the Snake River, Idaho, caused landbirds to be very numerous on May 29 in an area where ordinarily there were few. Species such as Red-eyed Vireo and Black-headed Grosbeak, rarely seen there, were common (SRW).

Herons—A Common Egret was present, April 1, at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho. This is unusual (WCR).

Swans—Ruby Lakes, Nev., where water conditions are better than for many years, has four pairs of Trumpeter Swans nesting (DEL).

Geese and Ducks—Bear River Marshes, Utah reported a normal migration, but about three to four weeks late. The high count of ducks was 113,848 on April 8 (VW); this should have occurred in mid-March. A lot of water is flowing into the Great Salt Lake from the Bear River Marshes. Two Ross' Geese were seen with Snow Geese north of Roberts, Idaho, April 26, the first record for that area (AB). One White-fronted Goose also was seen there, April 26 (DGB). About 4000 Ross' Geese were seen near Burns in the Malheur region, April 15; although they occur there regularly, this is the highest number reported. A nesting survey of Canada Geese in the Snake River region showed 70 nests this year as compared  with 51 last year (WCR)—a harbinger of good waterfowl breeding performance this spring. At Malheur 761 pairs of Canadas are nesting—up 366 pairs from last year (JCS) —another indication of better water conditions. The only rare duck reported was a pair of European Widgeon—the first record for the area—on April 18-19 (BG) at Antero Reservoir in a mountain valley west of Denver.

Hawks—A Peregrine Falcon seen on May 24 at Parowan, Utah, continues the scattered reports of these birds in the Rockies and Great Basin. There was another report from Casper, Wyo. (OKS).

Cranes—At Monte Vista Refuge in the high dry San Luis valley of Colorado there were 100 Sandhill Cranes, April 1-4 (CRB). This new refuge is becoming a principal crane stopping area.

Shorebirds—A Snowy Plover and a Black-bellied Plover were two new birds for the Minidoka Refuge, Idaho (SRW). Another Upland Plover was seen at Malheur, May 31 (JGO, JBC, Jr.). Perhaps this bird is more regular than has been supposed.

Owls—One Flammulated Owl was caught in a mist net in Zion Canyon, Utah, May 7 (RW); one was found in a yard in the Park, May 8 (RW); another was found dead during the same period. There was also one in the Kolob area of the Park, May 21 (RW). These are the first recordings from Zion Park. Owing to the intensive efforts of the present personnel, many birds are being found that probably have been overlooked there in the past.

Flycatchers—There was a Vermilion Flycatcher at Gabbs, Nev. on April 2 and for several following days (Mrs. WCK). This is farther north in Nevada than this bird usually is reported.

Martins—Five Purple Martins were seen in the big wave at Minidoka, May 29 (SRW). Gleb Kashin had 2 Purple Martins near Salt Lake City, May 10, but they appear there almost every year, whereas this is a first for Minidoka.

Warblers—Unusual warblers seen this spring are: Cape May Warbler at Kittridge west of Denver, May 10 (HRH)—first record for the Denver area; Canada Warbler, May 24, in Bates Hole on the North Platte River, Wyo. (OKS)—a new record for Wyoming; Parula Warbler (rare) at Casper, May 15 (OKS); Townsend's Warbler at Cheyenne, May 14, unusual in spring (MH). In the migratory stopping up or wave at Minidoka on May 29 there was an Am. Redstart (very rare) and 2 Black-and-white Warblers (SRW); a pair of Tennessee Warblers at Malheur headquarters, May 29 (JGO, JBC, Jr.) —another repeat of a new bird for Oregon of last year at the same place.

Orioles—A female Hooded Oriole was at Malheur, May 29 (JGO, JBC, Jr.), a new record for Oregon.

Buntings—Two Indigo Buntings, a great rarity in southern Utah, were seen at Parowan (SM), May 27 and following days.

Sparrows—The Black-chinned Sparrow was found in Zion Canyon, April 22 (DLC, RWR) and April 29 and May 1 (DLC).

Corrigendum—An error crept into a previous report in which 50 Wood Ducks and 50 Hooded 
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Mergansers were attributed to Minidoka Refuge instead of Deer Flat Refuge. See Audubon Field Notes 17 (1) : 61.

Contributors—(AB), Alan Baldridge; (DGB), Delwyn G. Berrett; (AB), Al Bruner, (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (JBC), Jr., John B. Crowell, Jr.; (BG), Bob Gustafson; (MH), May Hanesworth; (HRH), Harold R. Holt; (GK), Gleb Kashin; Mrs. (WCK), Mrs. W. C. Knoblaugh; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (SM), Stewart Murie; (JGO), James G. Olsen; (OR), Oppie Reames; (WCR), William C. Reffalt; (RWR), Richard W. Russell; (JCS), John C. Scharff; (RW), Roland Wauer; (SRW), Sanford R. Wilbur; (VW), Vanez Wilson.


Spring Migration, 1964

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

April and May were cooler and drier than normal. At the end of the period exceptionally heavy snow packs remained in the mountains. The migration picture was a varied one, with average shorebird concentrations along the coast, a good landbird migration in Canada, and a scanty landbird movement, mostly in April, in Washington and Oregon. Many observers felt the birds were there but had to be "spooked" out. The spawning herring in Vancouver Island's bays produced some spectacular waterfowl concentrations. On Buckley Bay alone, 75,000 were estimated on March 28, consisting chiefly of Greater Scaup, Surf and White-winged Scoters, Mew Gulls, Glaucous-winged Gulls and Red-breasted Mergansers.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters, Herons—A movement of 50 to 60 Common and Red-throated Loons 
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was noted at Blaine, March 22 (LK). A count of Common Loons produced 50 moving north, along with about 75 Arctic Loons, in one hour at Cape Meares on the Oregon coast, May 10 (AB, JBC). An Eared Grebe was seen at Tillamook, Oreg., April 3 (AB). Sooty Shearwaters were seen off Long Beach, Wash., May 8 (AB). Green Herons were noted at Corvallis, Oreg., April 23 (JS); on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., April 24 (AB); and at Pitt Meadows in British Columbia, April 26 (KB).

Waterfowl—On May 8 about 9000 Canada Geese (minima) were feeding in grassy hollows in the sand dunes at Willapa Bay, where 3000± Black Brant were noted the same day (AB). Black Brant were late migrants at Victoria, B. C. (DS), Blaine (May 21—LK), Tillamook (May 24—AB), and Point Roberts (May—KB). An Emperor Goose was present at Seattle in mid-April (VEC, DJ) and photographed (BB & EB, Wallace Swanson) before it left with the Black Brant. White-fronted Geese made a good showing: 65 at Leadbetter Point, April 25 (JBC); 1500 at Tillamook, May 10 (JBC, AB); 1 each at Iona, B. C. (PM), and Canoe Pass, near Ladner, B. C. (WHH, PM), both on May 10; and 2 at Iona, May 31 (KB). Snow Geese had declined in numbers in the Vancouver, B. C. area. Late stragglers were 6 Pintails, 4 Green-winged Teals, and 30 Blue-winged Teals at Iona, May 31 (KB). A pair of Blue-winged Teal was noted at MacFadden Swamp, near Corvallis, Oreg., from April 24 to 29; it is "suspected that they have nested there occasionally in past years" (JS). The species was noted at Nooksack, Whatcom Co., Wash., May 3 (TW) and at Portland, Oreg., May 10 (AB, JBC). Cinnamon Teal were more abundant than unusual, the latest 2 at Vancouver, B. C., May 30 (FD). The only European Widgeon reported was a male at Canoe Pass, April 12 and 19 (WHH). Am. Widgeon (15) were seen on a ranch pond in Sams Valley, west of Medford, Oreg., April 18 (JO), and were still present in large numbers on Westham Island, near Vancouver, B. C., April 19 (PM). A few Canvasbacks remained on Sea Island in British Columbia until May 31 (KB). Ruddy Ducks were numerous in the Vancouver, B. C. area. A Hooded Merganser was discovered at Shady Cove, Jackson Co., Oreg., April 5 (JH) and 2 birds were seen at MacFadden Swamp, April 29 (JS).

Vultures and Hawks—An "earliest-ever" arrival date for the Turkey Vulture is Feb. 15 at Medford, Oreg. (JH). They were seen in Victoria on April 2 (Gwen & Tom Briggs). A Goshawk was discovered near Seattle, April 5 (VEC, DJ). A Swainson's Hawk (rare west of the Cascades) was seen at Bellingham, April 28 (TW).

Partridges and Bobwhite—Two Chukar-like birds, seen by the roadside near an old airport several miles northeast of the Keystone Ferry Dock on Whidbey Island on May 16 (GAC, NC) were presumed to be Red-legged Partridges. The Wash. State Dept. of Game has recently introduced this European species on the island. A pair of Bobwhites at Mac-Fadden Swamp on May 20 was the first seen there in 3 years (JS).

Rails—Virginia Rails were seen at Seattle from May 13 to 18, and at Useless Bay on Whidbey Island, May 16 (GAC). A Sora was seen at Lake Terrell in Whatcom County, Wash., May 3 (TW). On May 20, a dead bird that had hit a window was identified as a Sora and became a first record of the species for Jackson County, Oreg. (JH).

Shorebirds—Semipalmated Plovers moved up the coast mostly between April 25 and May 10. Six were seen on May 8 at MacFadden Swamp, where a Black-bellied Plover was discovered on April 2 (Paul DuMont, fide JS). A Ruddy Turnstone was observed at Point Roberts, May 10 (KB). A decline in Black Turnstone numbers was noted at Bellingham, only a few being seen in late April (TW). A Lesser Yellowlegs was carefully studied at Hoover Lake, north of Medford, Oreg., April 15 (RB), while varying numbers up to 8 were seen at MacFadden Swamp from April 9 to May 8 (JS). A flock of 120 was an exceptionally large number of Knots for Tillamook, Oreg. on May 10 (AB, JBC); 5 at Canoe Pass on May 10 (WHH, PM) and 2 at Iona, B. C. on May 31 (KB) is noteworthy. Ten Rock Sandpipers were counted on the rock jetty at Newport, Lincoln Co., Oreg., April 27 (JS). The unusual Pectoral Sandpiper was observed at Hoover Lake on April 9, another Jackson County first (JH); an extremely tame individual was seen at Canoe Pass, May 10 (WHH, PM). Another rarity at Hoover Lake was a Baird's Sandpiper seen and compared with Least Sandpipers, April 10 (RB, JH). Short-billed Dowitchers were seen at Newport, Oreg., April 27 (JS), at Willapa Bay, May 8 (AB), and at Tillamook (AB, JBC) and Canoe Pass (WHH, PM), May 10. Long-billed Dowitchers arrived at Hoover Lake on April 15 when 4 were seen (RB). This number increased to 10 by April 18 (JO). On May 9, 250 were estimated at MacFadden Swamp (JS). The Semipalmated Sandpiper is on the hypothetical list in "Birds of Oregon" by Gabrielson and Jewett. This 
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species was carefully observed on April 14 at Hoover Lake (with 20 X scope—RB) and on May 24 at Tillamook (watched for an hour as close as 30 ft.—AB). A Marbled Godwit was discovered at Tsawwassen, B. C., April 19 (WHH); and 2 were seen at Iona, B. C., May 31 (KB). Wilson's Phalaropes were noted at MacFadden Swamp as early as April 9 (JS); 6 were seen at Birch Bay, near Bellingham, May 9 (KB); and 8 arrived late at Hoover Lake, May 29 (JH).

Kittiwakes and Terns—Black-legged Kittiwakes (100±) were observed near Long Beach, Wash., May 8 (AB); and were seen moving north off Cape Meares, May 10 (AB, JBC). A single bird was seen with larger gulls at the Blaine garbage dump, May 17 (TW). A Forster's Tern was identified at Hoover Lake, May 30 (JH). Common Terns were seen at Drayton Harbor, near Blaine, Wash., May 9 (KB) and at Westham Island, near Ladner, B. C., May 17 (TW). Three Caspian Terns were found at Tillamook, May 10 (AB, JBC).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds—Common Nighthawks at White City, Oreg., on May 23 (JH) were earlier than usual. Other early dates were May 30, at Shelton, Wash. (BB, EB); and May 31, at Seattle (VEC, DJ). They arrived at Point Gray, east of Vancouver, B. C. (FD), and Burnaby, B. C. (WHH) by June 4. Vaux's Swifts were in Jackson County, Oreg., April 30 (JH) Two female Anna's Hummingbirds coming to feeders at the Star Ranger Station headquarters of the lower Applegate River area, near Ruch, Oreg., were compared with Rufous Hummingbirds (Mr. & Mrs. Neil Suttel). The birds were observed on May 14 (JH) and May 24 (RB, Art Scott). It is the third sight record for Jackson County, Oreg. Rufous Hummingbirds were first seen at Skunk Bay, west of Hansville, Kitsap Co., Wash., March 22 (GAC, NC), and became common after the first of April.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—Lewis' Woodpeckers, apparently are declining in numbers; 2 were observed in Victoria in early April (DS). Empidonax flycatchers were scarce in Jackson County, Oreg., (RB, JH), and at Blaine (LK) and Seattle (BB, EB). Eastern Kingbirds were found at Pitt Meadows, May 31 (WHH). The Ash-throated Flycatcher was not seen in Jackson County, Oreg. until May 24 (Russell Davis)—a late date. A Traill's Flycatcher was noted on Roxy Ann Butte, northeast of Medford, Oreg., May 1 (JH). A Hammond's Flycatcher was identified at 5000 ft. in the Siskiyou Mountains, southwest of Medford (RB). Western Flycatchers were first seen at Drayton Harbor, April 26 (WHH). Exceptionally early were Western Wood Pewees at Blaine on March 30 (LK), and near Medford, April 27 (JO).

Swallows—There were several early dates for Violet-green Swallows: at Seattle (DW) and Corvallis (JS) , March 19; at Bellingham (TW) and Burnaby (WHH), March 21; and at Blaine, March 25 (LK). The heaviest movement of Violet-green Swallows occurred at Pitt Meadows, April 26, when 300 were seen; almost as many, 250, were observed one day earlier at Drayton Harbor (WHH). Tree Swallows were observed near Medford, Feb. 7 (JH) and 15 (W. Cavanaugh), and arrived at Blaine on Feb. 19—Mrs. Lucile Kline's earliest date in 25 years of record-keeping. Barn Swallows arrived early. The species was noted at Sea Island, April 18 (WHH), and appeared the following day at Fern Ridge Reservoir, near Eugene, Oreg., (JO), Bellingham (TW), Seattle (VEC), and Westham Island (PM). Cliff Swallows were seen near Seattle, April 5 (VEC, DJ); they appeared to be less numerous in the Vancouver, B. C. area (WHH). Purple Martins were noted at Victoria, April 17 (R. C. Mackenzie-Grieve).

Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes—A Rock Wren was observed at Emigrant Dam, southeast of Ashland, Oreg., April 18 (JO). The Mockingbirds reported for the winter period remained all spring at Blaine and Kirkland, Wash. From April 29 to May 4 a very noticeable movement of Varied Thrushes was observed along the British Columbia coast extending from Sechelt to beyond the Powell River (LK). The Hermit Thrush migratory peak occurred in late April (BB, EB, JO, JS), but a late bird appeared at Burnaby, May 20 (WHH). A very early Swainson's Thrush put in an appearance at Squamish, B. C., May 2 (KB). A Veery at Shady Cove, Oreg., was heard singing on May 24 (RB), and was seen on May 25 (JH). Both observers identified the bird without knowing the other suspected it. A pair of Western Bluebirds was observed on Dead Indian Road, east of Medford, April 18 (JO). Two were seen on April 26, and 1 on April 29 at two localities near Eugene (JS). At least 2 pairs were nesting in the Victoria, B. C. area (A. R. Davidson, DS). The only Townsend's Solitaires reported were single birds at Point Gray, April 18 (FD); Squamish, May 2 (KB); and E. C. Manning Provincial Park, May 15 (FD).

Gnatcatchers, Vireos, Warblers—The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen on Roxy Ann Butte on May 13 (JH). Hutton's Vireos (2) were found at Skunk Bay in Kitsap Co., Wash. on March 22 (GAC, NC, Werner Rathmeyer). Later the same day another was seen farther west on the same highway. Solitary Vireos at Seattle on April 4 (VEC) were early. Two Red-eyed Vireos were discovered on the newly established Willamette Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, near Corvallis, May 9 (Paul DuMont, fide JS). The species was seen near Seattle, May 31 (VEC, DJ), but had not yet arrived in the Vancouver, B. C. area by the end of the period (WHH). Warbling Vireos were late, being first noted at Hoover Lake, May 1 (JH), at Seattle, May 14 (BB, EB), and at Bellingham, May 20 (TW). Orange-crowned Warblers were .seen at Drayton Harbor, April 11 (WHH) and were more numerous. The Nashville Warbler was seen at a Seattle feeder, April 9 (DJ). One was trapped and banded at Corvallis, April 23 (JS); and seen in Jackson County, Oreg., April 26 (DT). There were 10 reports of the Myrtle Warbler. The Black-throated Gray Warbler was observed in Jackson County, Oreg., April 15 (DT). A remarkable number of 50 Townsend's Warblers was recorded for Bar View, Tillamook Co., Oreg., March 15 (JBC, et al.). Hermit Warblers were found at Spanaway Park, Pierce Co., Wash., May 2 (GAC, NC). One was banded near 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 18, Number 4  481

Summit, Oreg., May 9 (Ralph Moldenhauer, fide JS). A Northern Waterthrush was identified at close range and in typical habitat at Shady Cove, Oreg., May 30 (JH). An early Wilson's Warbler was at Long Beach, Wash., April 25 (JBC).

Blackbirds and Grosbeaks—A Yellow-headed Blackbird appeared at White City, Jackson Co., Oreg., April 18 (JO). Five were counted at Fern Ridge Reservoir, April 2 (JS), and a single bird was seen at Canoe Pass, May 10 (WHH, PM). Tricolored Blackbirds were observed at White City, April 18 (JO). Black-headed Grosbeaks at Drayton Harbor, April 25 (KB) were early. Evening Grosbeaks were abundant throughout the Region.

Finches and Sparrows—A Common Redpoll was observed at a feeder in north Seattle, April 1 (DW). Red Crossbills were scarce; one was noted at Point Gray, April 18 (FD). A dark, large sparrow, banded at Corvallis, April 23, was identified as the Aleutian race of the Savannah Sparrow (P. s. sandwichensis). A Vesper Sparrow was at Perkins Peninsula State Park in Oregon, April 19 (JO). Lark Sparrows were observed near Ruch, Oreg., March 4 (JO). Slate-colored Juncos passed through Seattle (DW) and Burnaby, B. C. (WHH) in early April. The rare Harris' Sparrow put in an appearance at a feeder at Ashland, Oreg. in mid-April (VC). The peak of the White-crowned Sparrow migration occurred between April 26 and May 9. No Golden-crowned Sparrows were seen after May 16. A White-throated Sparrow was seen at Ashland, Oreg. in April (VC). Lincoln's Sparrows were more common than usual at Corvallis (JS). A Lapland Longspur was on Sea Island, April 18 (WHH).

Initialed Contributors (sectional editors' names in boldface).—(AB) Alan Baldridge; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (KB) K. Boyce; (RB) Ralph Browning (southeast Oregon); (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (VC) Virginia Cecil; (GAC) George A. Clark, Jr.; (NC) Nancy Clark; ( JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (FD) Mr. & Mrs. F. Dobson; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. Werner H. Hesse (British Columbia); (JH) Joseph Hicks; (DJ) Doris Jelliffe; (LK) Lucile Kline; (PM) P. MacKenzie; (JO) James Olson; (DS) David Stirling (Vancouver Island); (JS) Joseph Strauch, Jr.; (DT) Dorothy Tompkins; (TW) Terry Wahl; (DW) Dick Witt.
 

The Nesting Season, 1964

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

Most of the Region had a cool, wet summer, with at least twice normal rainfall in June and in some areas in July also. Receiving national attention was the extremely heavy rainfall
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—as high as 16 inches, in Glacier Nat'l Park, according to U. S. Weather Bureau figures—in northwestern Montana on June 7 and 8, which resulted in disastrous flooding with loss of several lives and property damage running into the millions. Principal harm to birdlife appeared to be waterfowl and other species nesting in lowlands and marshes along streams and reservoirs. C. J. Henry reported "tremendous losses" at the National Bison Range at Moiese. The effects at Ninepipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges near Charlo are described in the body of the report. Cool, rainy weather may have been responsible for poor nesting success of some upland game birds. East-central Washington experienced a dry but cool summer. Dry-ground habitat conditions at Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge at Othello were described as only fair because of moisture lack, but marsh habitat was very good, with water levels at near capacity. Waterfowl and upland game nesting there was late. Except as noted in the previous paragraph, nesting success for the Region, as a whole, appeared to be about normal.

Grebes—Nineteen nests of the Red-necked Grebe were observed on Ninepipe Refuge, but success was apparently low for only 3 broods were seen. By contrast, over 100 nests of the Western Grebe there produced about 250 young. Sixty pairs of Horned Grebes and some 200 pairs of Eared Grebes, both species with eggs or young, were noted at Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. (WH). Peak population of the latter species was estimated at 300 and nesting success was considered good (ECB). Six Eared Grebes were noted at 8000 ft. elevation on Fairy Lake, 20 mi. north of Bozeman on Aug. 8 (CVD).

Pelicans and Herons—Unusually large, non-breeding flocks of White Pelicans remained on Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. through June. Seventeen Black-crowned Night-Herons were seen at Columbia Refuge in late June (WH).

Waterfowl—Six Trumpeter Swans have been placed in the captive pen at Turnbull Refuge in an effort to establish a breeding colony there. Severe freezing caused heavy losses of Canada Goose nests at the Nat'l Bison Range during April. Nine-pipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges had good success for this species, with 37 broods totaling 85 goslings. At McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge 25 broods averaged about 4 young each. Most of the nests of the surface-feeding ducks at Ninepipe Refuge were lost because of flooding and predation by skunks. These losses appeared to be offset somewhat by good to excellent production at Columbia and Turnbull Refuges and at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash. On the day after the June 7 flood in northwestern Montana, 500 Redheads moved onto Ninepipe reservoir and by June 11 over 1000 were present. These were thought to be unsuccessful nesters.

Vultures and Hawks—Increased numbers of Turkey Vultures were observed in eastern Washington (WH). One was seen over the Bridger Mts. north of Bozeman (CVD) and one at the fish hatchery at Bozeman (DRS), both unusual sites. Nesting of the Golden Eagle was followed in the Bozeman area, with young out of the nest on July 18. An apparently active nest of Swainson's Hawk was found at Baker, Oreg. A Pigeon Hawk, unusual in summer in the Region, was observed near McAllister, Mont. on July 18 (RAH & PDS).

Gallinaceous Birds—In Glacier Nat'l Park no observations whatever were received of young grouse, perhaps because of wet, cold conditions (FE). Nesting success of California Quail at Columbia Refuge appeared to be very low. Likewise production of Ring-necked Pheasants appeared to be poor at most reporting localities, presumably because of cool, wet weather, and at Ninepipe Refuge predation and flooding were important factors. A decided decrease in broods of Gray Partridge at Missoula was attributed to flood conditions of May and early June.

Coot and Shorebirds—Numbers and nesting success of Am. Coot appeared to have suffered a definite decline in the Region, judging from reports from refuges. Killdeer shared the poor nesting success at Ninepipe Refuge, but elsewhere appeared to produce a good to excellent number of young. Six Upland Plovers noted near Newman Lake, Wash. on July 4 were the only ones reported for the Region (AB, SB & LLaF). Marbled Godwits showed up in numbers at Ennis Lake; 40 were seen there on July 18 (RAH & PDS). Only a few records exist for the species in this area. The same can be said for 11 of this species at Ninepipe Refuge on July 2. Not one young Am. Avocet was seen at Ninepipe Refuge and all avocets left the area after the flood of early June.

Gulls and Terns—Three sightings were obtained of Franklin's Gulls, all in unusual localities. About 100 were along the Jefferson River west of Bozeman on June 21, the same date that a similar flock was seen last year. At Ninepipe Refuge 25 appeared on July 16 and 2 were seen at McNary Refuge in mid-June. A colony of 70 Forster's Terns at Ninepipe Refuge had poor nesting success, with an estimated 5 young produced. Black Terns fared better, with 35 birds producing about 15 young. An adult Sabine's Gull was noted at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash., on June 12 (LLaF).

Owls—Two nests of the Great Horned Owl at McNary Refuge were unusual in that one contained 6 young and the other, 6 eggs. A pair of Hawk Owls, seldom reported in the Region, was around Cottonwood Creek Campground, Jasper Nat'l Park, Alta. for 3 days in mid-July (JHG & MAG). Five young Long-eared Owls were reared at Lavington, B. C. One was seen hunting in daylight near Belgrade, May 30, and one flew from an empty nest, June 7, in the Bozeman cemetery (DRS & PDS).

Poor-wills, Nighthawks and Hummingbirds—Poor-wills showed up in Spokane County, Wash. for the first time in several years (JA, Mr. & Mrs. SOS & WH) and about 12 were noted at Scotsman Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (AB & LLaF). A pair of Common Nighthawks nested on the roof of the Bozeman post office, with eggs present on July 
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21 (CVD). Hummingbirds, in contrast to last summer, appeared to have regained their numbers in several areas. At Missoula they were scarce until about July 17, when they became abundant, apparently mostly Calliope.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—Two young Pileated Woodpeckers were seen leaving the nest on July 4 at Lake Chatcolet near Chatcolet, Benewah Co., Idaho (AB & LLaF). A pair of White-headed Woodpeckers was observed feeding young in the same area on June 27 (JA & WH). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was observed on three occasions in June near O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. (WH & LLaF, JA).

Swallows and Wrens—Omitted from the spring report pending confirmation was the sighting of a Barn Swallow on the extremely early date of March 30 at Ninepipe Refuge. No more were seen for about two weeks. A Bewick's Wren was noted near White Swan and 5, near Toppenish, Yakima Co., Wash. in June (LLaF). At Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges flooding destroyed most of the nests of Long-billed Marsh Wrens.

Thrushes—Of much interest was the report, by an unnamed observer at Baker, Oreg. of a Robin retrieving a downy young that had fallen from the nest. The adult bird, after much time and effort, succeeded in gripping the young bird near the shoulder and flying back to the nest with it. Western Bluebirds appeared frequently in the Spokane area and several nests were located (S.A.S.). In one instance young birds of a first brood helped to feed those of the second brood after the female disappeared (JA). Townsend's Solitaires were distinctly fewer in numbers in the Vernon, B. C., area, with few nests found.

Pipits and Warblers—A flock of Water Pipits was noted on Mt. Spokane, Spokane Co., Wash. on July 18 (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) and young out of the nest were seen on Sacajawea Peak in the Bridger Mts. on Aug. 8 (CVD). A Nashville Warbler, singing and apparently on territory, was observed at Brooks Memorial State Park north of Goldendale, Wash. on June 13 (TW). Two northeastern Washington records of the Northern Waterthrush are of particular interest: 1 was seen at Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co. on July 28 (LLaF) and 1 was heard along Deadman Creek at the foot of Mt. Spokane on July 18 (S.A.S.). The species is not known to breed in the state.

Blackbirds and Tanagers—Bullock's Oriole was observed much more frequently than usual in the Bozeman area (CVD). Flocks were seen on Montana State College campus in Bozeman on July 29. Brewer's Blackbird numbers appeared to have tripled from last year at Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges. A fully fledged young Brown-headed Cowbird was seen at Missoula following an adult Chipping Sparrow with 3 or 4 young, but the parent bird ignored the cowbird. Two nests of Oregon Juncos near Dishman, Wash. each contained 2 cowbird eggs. One nest failed but the other produced 2 cowbirds (THR). Two broods of Chipping Sparrows in Spokane each included a young cowbird (Mr. & Mrs. SOS). The peak of spring migration of Western Tanagers was reached on June 7 and the birds were still migrating as late as June 21.

Finches—Red Crossbills appeared in small numbers in forested areas of eastern Washington and in the Bozeman area. In the vicinity of Vernon, B. C. the birds were quite plentiful after June, correlating with a heavy Douglas fir cone crop. White-winged Crossbills, generally considered scarce in the Region, were reported from three areas. A few flocks were noted in the mountain areas near Princeton and Bolean Lake in extreme southern British Columbia. Singing and food-carrying by this species was noted in Maligne Canyon, Jasper Nat'l Park, Alta. on July 13 but a two-hour search failed to reveal the nest (JHG & MAG). The species was also noted at Salmo Pass in the mountains of Pend Oreille County, Wash. (HJ & LLaF).

Sparrows and Buntings—The flock of 10 Lark Buntings that appeared at Missoula on June 9 remained in gradually decreasing numbers until June 24, when only a single male was seen. The males sang daily. A male remained near Belgrade until the late date of June 28. Many more observations than usual of Grasshopper Sparrows were secured in eastern Washington. They were noted in six different areas by Acton. About 20 were seen in the vicinity of Sprague on June 5 (JA) and at least 25 were seen near Newman Lake on July 4 (AB & LLaF). A singing male and later, young birds were repeatedly noted in a field at Opportunity, where the species was not noted in seven years' previous observing (THR). The species also was noted near Vernon (JG) and Penticton, B. C. (SC). Clay-colored Sparrows were found in the Manhattan–Three Forks, Mont. area where they were seen last summer. Brewer's Sparrows apparently summered and nested at Missoula for the first time, for singing males were noted in June, carrying of nesting material was observed on July 1 and young were seen on July 26. 

Contributors (sectional editors, whose names are in boldface, should receive credit for their respective areas unless otherwise indicated) .— (JA) James Acton; (AB & SB) Alan and Sheila Baldridge; (ECB) Eugene C. Barney, Turnbull Nat'l Wildlife Refuge; (SC) Steve Cannings; (CVD) C. V. Davis; (FE) Francis Elmore; (JG) James Grant, southern British Columbia; (JHG & MAG) John H. & Myrtle A. Groet; (WH) Warren Hall; Ralph L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area, whose name was inadvertently omitted from the spring, 1964 regional report; (RAH) R. A. Hays; C. J. Henry, Nat'l Bison Range; (HJ) Horace Jeter; Frank Kenney, McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge; (LLaF) Lynn LaFave; Leon A. Littlefield, Ninepipe and Pablo Nat'l Wildlife Refuges; (DRS) Donald R. Skaar; (PDS) P. D. Skaar, Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks, Mont. area; (THR) Thomas H. Rogers; (S.A.S.) Spokane Audubon Society, Mrs. S. O. Stanley, compiler; (Mr. & Mrs. SOS) Mr. and Mrs. S. O. Stanley; Jack E. Waddell, Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge; (TW) Terry Wahl, and Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area.
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The Nesting Season, 1964

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

After a cold, wet spring summer was delayed. Moisture levels were normal or high. This hurt a few species of waterfowl, such as the Trumpeter Swan. No young were raised at Ruby Lakes, Nev. (DEL). Most areas reported increased duck production, although it often was retarded. In general, our summer was short but good. A disturbing number of observers are reporting fewer birds than formerly—one such is Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the orchard country of the western slope of Colorado. It is highly likely that this decrease has resulted from pesticides. Heavy June rains in the Great Basin, particularly Nevada and southern Idaho, caused a tremendous growth of grass with fine conditions for many species of birds. In turn, the grass became a fire hazard and large tracts were burned. However, this is not bad as the great change man has wrought on the western ranges has been to stop fires. This has altered the character of the vegetation as much as consistent overgrazing by sheep. Fire removes brushy plants and promotes growth.

Egrets—Two Cattle Egrets were seen on Aug. 9 at Farmington Bay, Great Salt Lake (GK) —a predicted range extension.

Ducks—Malheur, Oreg., had adequate water and the best breeding season since 1958 with about 35,000 ducks produced (HFD). Bear River Marshes, north of the Great Salt Lake, enjoyed almost perfect water and vegetation conditions and the second highest duck production in 21 years. The Gadwall was the most common with Cinnamon Teal, Redhead, Pintail, Mallard and Shoveler following in that order (RAK). Minidoka Refuge on the Snake River, Idaho, produced 6000 ducks, largely Mallards (RGN). Monte Vista Refuge, San Luis valley, Colo. again produced more ducks than ever before. This growing refuge produced 14,000 ducks this year—mostly Mallards (CRB). Four adult male Wood Ducks were seen at Malheur, July 14—an unusual record (HFD). Numbers of Wood Ducks use Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, as a loafing area during the molt (WCR). Canvasbacks were found nesting at Hutton Lake in the Laramie Plains (CL) —unusual for Wyoming.

Hawks—There was an immature Black Hawk near Springdale, Utah, July 9 (DLC).

Cranes—There were at least 5 pairs of Sandhill Cranes nesting in the Warner Valley (ENA)—a remote, unspoiled valley in eastern Oregon.

Shorebirds—A large concentration of nesting Mountain Plover was found near Sprague Lake, Laramie Plains, July 18. There were about 25 birds (OKS). Another pair of Mountain Plover was found at Hutton Lake in June (CL).

Gulls & Terns—An adult Herring Gull was seen on the Yellowstone River in the Park, Aug. 10 (PAB). A Caspian Tern nested for the first time in several years at the Bear River Marshes (RAK).

Swifts—There has been an invasion of Black Swifts in the Parawan, Utah, area. Up to 40 a day were seen among the White-throats (SM), whereas only a few were seen last year. It is believed they nested on ledges above Paragonah, but it is not known whether there are waterfalls. This interesting high mountain species is believed to nest only within the spray distance of waterfalls.

Flycatchers—On June 20 there was a Cassin's Kingbird in the Salt Lake area (GK)—an unusual occurrence.

Warblers—A pair of Prothonotary Warblers was at Eldora, Colo., June 5-12 (GS). This species has occurred before as an accidental.

Buntings—The Indigo Bunting was seen several times at Zion Canyon National Park, Utah. There were two males singing in the lower park, June 23. Another was heard on June 29, and again on July 22, 27, 28 (DLC)—all males and at different places. Lark Buntings were seen in eastern Idaho for the first time, at Roberts, June 9 and 14 (AB).

Sparrows—A nesting Fox Sparrow was found north of Dillon in the central rockies at 9500 ft. (HRH). This is a rare bird in Colorado, but more common farther north.

Contributors—(ENA), Eugene N. Anderson; (AB), Al Bruner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (PAB), Paul A. Buckley; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (HFD), H. F. Duebbert; (HRH), Harold R. Holt; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (RAK), Robert A. Karges; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (CL), Carroll Littlefield; (SM), Stewart Murie; (RGN), Robert G. Nelson; (WCR), William C. Reffalt; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (GS), Gail Shickley.


The Nesting Season, 1964

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

The Region experienced a summer somewhat cooler than normal with precipitation in the northern part much above average. June was cool and damp everywhere, but July was nearer normal in the southern half of the Region. There was a frustrating pattern of alternate cool and warm days with little sunshine in July and August. The mystery of the season now appears to be the presence of unprecedented numbers of non-breeding ducks and some other waterbirds, chiefly loons and grebes. They were present in concentrations as far north as Vancouver, B. C. and south to Coos Bay on the Oregon coast.

Loons, Grebes, Petrels, Pelicans—Arctic Loons were seen on June 7 at Point Roberts (WHH). From June 15 to 19 Arctic and Red-throated Loons, and Red-necked and Horned Grebes were noted at Nehalem, Oreg. (AB). A Horned Grebe in breeding plumage was seen at the Swinomish flats near Anacortes, Wash., Aug. 8 (TW). A few Western Grebes are seen more or less regularly on Bellingham Bay during the summer, but a flock of over 200 on July 9 was most unusual. A single individual of this species present in June at a State Game Commission pond north of Medford, Oreg. also was noteworthy (JO). A Fork-tailed Petrel was seen at Tillamook Bay and Brown Pelicans were noted at Netarts, Oreg., Aug. 2 (AB, JBC).

Cormorants and Herons—No Double-crested Cormorants were seen on Colville Island, a federal bird refuge in the San Juan Islands, perhaps a result of shooting by the salmon fishermen (ZMS). Over 300 birds were in the Brandt's Cormorant colony near the Sea Lion Caves in Oregon. Eggs were seen in several nests. At least 5 pairs of Pelagic Cormorants were nesting on a cliff south of Strawberry Hill in Lane County, Oreg., June 29 (BB, EB). A nest with 2 newly hatched young and one pipped egg was found on Colville Island, July 19 (ZMS). Nesting on Mitlenatch Island in the Strait of Georgia dropped to about 300 pairs (WC). An immature Black-crowned Night Heron was seen on Hoover Lakes, north of Medford, June 27 (JO).

Waterfowl—A Brant was reported on Mitlenatch Island on July 29 (WC). More than the usual numbers of Black Brant summered in the Region. A Snow Goose at Sea Island, near Vancouver, B. C. on July 4, 7, and 11 is unusual (FWD, WHH). Gadwalls, Pintails, Green-winged Teals, Blue-winged Teals, Cinnamon Teals, Am. Widgeons and Shovelers were among the many species of ducks remaining in the Vancouver, B. C. area during June and July. A brood of Blue-winged Teal was noted on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., Aug. 9 (AB). Ring-necked Ducks were found on the Hoover Lakes, June 6 and 27. A female Canvasback was discovered near Coos Bay, June 14 (JO). Up to ten of these ducks were seen on Sea Island, July 11 (WHH). Four Greater Scaup and a Lesser Scaup were seen on a pond near the Coos Head Coast Guard Station, June 14 (JO). A Common Goldeneye was identified at Nehalem, Oreg., June 15 (AB). A Bufflehead remained on Hoover Lakes in June (JO), and several were seen on Sea Island from June 8 to Aug. 2 (FWD, WHH). At Blaine a female Red-breasted Merganser with 2 young was seen on July 9 (LK).
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Hawks and Eagles—Red-tailed Hawks were nesting at Dash Point State Park, near Tacoma, Wash., April 26 (BB, EB) and a nest with 2 large young was found at Champoeg State Park on the Willamette River in Oregon, June 8 (TM). An immature Golden Eagle was observed at Hurricane Ridge in Olympic Nat'l Park, July 19 (AB). A pair of Marsh Hawks was noted nesting in the dunes at Fort Stevens State Park in Oregon, June 18 (AB). Osprey nests with young were found on the Rogue River between Gold Beach and Agness in Oregon, June 27 (fide AB), and on Lopez Island in the San Juan Islands, July 18 (ZMS).

Quail and Oystercatchers—Half-grown Bobwhite young were seen at Hubbard, Oreg., July 13 (TM). Two birds were heard calling at Lake Oswego in Oregon, Aug. 4 (AB, JBC). A pair of Mountain Quail with young was seen on the Tillamook burn, Aug. 2. This species now appears to be a common breeder in MacDonald Forest, near Corvallis, Oreg. A flock of 20, of which at least 15 were immatures, was seen there on Vineyard Hill, Aug. 9 (JGS). Black Oystercatchers were reported as increasing in numbers on Mitlenatch Island; 4 pairs were seen, and one nest containing 3 eggs was found on June 24 (WC). Eight adults flying around Hall Island in the San Juan Islands on July 18 were presumed to be breeders (ZMS).

Gulls and Terns—Glaucous-winged Gull colonies on unprotected islands in the San Juans showed much evidence of molestation. A total of 2398 young were banded on Protection, Hall and Colville Islands. The only island where nesting was undisturbed was Colville, which is a federal bird refuge (ZMS). On Mitlenatch Island 1500 young were banded, with an estimate of another 500 young present (WC, BM). A pair nesting on top of the 35-foot high Alaska Packers Cannery at Blaine, Wash. became the special concern of the entire crew (LK). A Ring-billed Gull was discovered at Oyster Bay on Vancouver Island, Aug. 4 (WC). An immature Franklin's Gull was seen with a flock of Bonaparte's Gulls at Birch Bay north of Bellingham, Wash., Aug. 1 (TW). An immature Black-legged Kittiwake was found at La Push, Wash., July 18 (AB). A subadult of this species was observed off Destruction Island in Washington, Aug. 4 (PAB). Three Black terns were seen on Hoover Lakes, June 6 (JO).

Alcids, Doves, Owls—Common Murres with small young were seen on Tillamook Bay, Aug. 2 (AB, JBC). A Marbled Murrelet was found, June 13, on Cultus Lake, near Chilliwack. This British Columbia lake is 60 miles from the coast (WHH). Between June 15 and 19 up to 5 were seen at Nehalem, Oreg. On July 18 at Lake Quinault, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., which is 20 miles from the ocean, 3 adults were seen presumably on their way to or from their breeding grounds (AB). On July 18 and 19 at Lopez Island groups of 6 to 9 Marbled Murrelets were seen along with several young (ZMS). Band-tailed Pigeons and Mourning Doves appeared to have good breeding success. Young Barn Owls left a nest in Jackson County, Oreg., June 8 (Glen Rogie). An immature Saw-whet Owl was banded at
Corvallis, Oreg., July 16 (Milford Anholm, fide JGS).

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds—A Poor-will was picked up dead at Enumclaw, Wash., June 19 (Stanley Johnson); this species only occasionally wanders west of the Cascades into the Puget Sound region. Black Swifts appeared at Bellingham, June 28 (TW), and at Blaine, Aug. 11 (LK). Both Black and Vaux's Swifts were considered less numerous at Vancouver, B. C. (WHH). Many hummingbirds were feeding on the wild flowers in Crater Lake Nat'l Park, where on July 6 an Allen's Hummingbird was identified near the top of Mt. Garfield, thus establishing a new park record (RB, JH).

Flycatchers—Although the Western Kingbird is a fairly common summer resident in southwest Oregon, there are no recent breeding records. Of interest, therefore, is the pair noted building a nest along the highway on the crossbar of a power line pole 9 miles east of Elkton, Douglas Co., June 14; and the fledging of 2 birds in a nest beneath a revolving neon motel sign at Medford, Aug. 4 (JO). Four young Ash-throated Flycatchers left a nest box in south Ashland, Oreg., June 28 (Carl Richardson). Eastern Phoebes (2) were seen near the Rogue River and on Dead Indian Road east of Ashland in May (Mr. and Mrs. Conway, Betty Jo Hicks, JH, H. Pringle). Fledgling Black Phoebes left the nest near Ruch on the Applegate River in Oregon, May 30 (RB, Art Scott). A nest containing young of the Western Wood Pewee was found at Hubbard, Oreg., July 13 (TM).

Swallows, Corvids, Titmice—Two broods of Tree Swallows in bird boxes at Blaine on Aug. 12 are fairly late nestings (LK). Barn Swallows nested successfully in the Region. Starlings drove the Purple Martins away from their usual nesting site at Bellingham (TW). Two Black-billed Magpies appeared in Bellingham, July 20 (TW). Two naked nestlings of the Common Crow were discovered in a filbert tree at Hubbard, June 15 (TM). A nest containing 3 eggs of the Northwestern Crow was found on the ground on Mitlenatch Island, June 8 (BM): A Clark's Nutcracker was seen west of Mt. Ashland in the Siskiyou Mts., July 10 (JH). A Plain Titmouse was carrying nesting material into an oak tree at Tou Velle State Park in Oregon, April 18 (JO). Common Bushtits did well: nests were found in April in Tacoma and Seattle (BB, EB); in May nests were noted at Point Roberts (K. Boyce, WHH, P. Mackenzie) and Bellevue, Wash. (VEC). Young were out of the nest at Medford, June 6 (JO). A second brood in the same nest had left the nest in July at Seattle (VEC).

Wrentits, Dippers, Wrens—A Wrentit was carrying food at Florence, Oreg., July 5 (BB, EB). Dippers were feeding newly fledged young at Multnomah Falls, east of Portland, Oreg., June 3 (AB). Young of about the same age were being fed along Clear Creek, near Darrington, Wash., June 26 (TW). A Winter Wren, apparently sitting on eggs on July 1, had built a nest on a shingle that had been placed in an unused woodshed near Yachats, Oreg., to attract Barn Swallows (BB, EB, C. L. Snow). A very 
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young fledgling Bewick's Wren was trapped and banded at Blaine, Aug. 9 (LK). The Long-billed Marsh Wren showed an increased summer population in the Vancouver, B. C. area (WHH).

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Starlings—Robins raised 3 broods at Blaine (LK). Crows destroyed many early nests at Seattle (VEC). A Veery was seen and heard near the Rogue River in Jackson County, Oreg., June 1 (RB, JH). There were only 3 reports of nesting Western Bluebirds. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were nesting within 8 feet of their 1963 nest on Roxy Anne Butte, near Medford; 4 eggs hatched on June 14 (JH). The Starling is continuing to increase in numbers throughout the Region, and is now established as a breeder within the city limits of Seattle (ZMS). The species began nest-building at Blaine, Feb. 19, and hatched their second set of eggs on June 12 (LK).

Vireos, and Warblers—Several Hutton's Vireos were heard in Miracle Beach Park on Vancouver Island during May and June (BW). One was at Clayton Bay, south of Bellingham on Aug. 10 (TW) Red-eyed Vireos were up at Bellingham and Miracle Beach. Late nesters were a pair of Warbling Vireos feeding nestlings at Camp Adams, near Colton, Clackamas Co., Oreg., July 31 (TM). Three Nashville Warblers were found singing on the eastern slope of Mt. Hood, July 12 (AB). Black-throated Gray Warblers were feeding large young in a nest at the Sutton Lake Forest Camp, Siuslaw Nat'l Forest, in Oregon, July 2 (BB, EB). At Lake Quinault this species was feeding fledglings on July 18 (AB). Hermit Warblers were building a nest at Suttle Lake on the N. Santiam Highway, Jefferson Co., Oreg., June 11 (AB). A juvenile was being fed near Sutton Lake Forest Camp, July 5 (BB, EB). Two pairs of Yellowthroats were feeding fledglings on Sauvies Island, Aug. 9 (AB).

Blackbirds and Tanagers—Although not the first nesting of Yellow-headed Blackbirds in western Oregon, the record of 2 pairs breeding near White City, Jackson Co., Oreg. is noteworthy. The young left the nests in early June (JH). Young Western Tanagers were seen at Blaine on June 13 (LK) and at Point Roberts on July 18 (WHH). A pair was watched carrying food at Camp Adams from July 26 to 31 (TM).

Finches and Sparrows—At Seattle Black-headed Grosbeaks were carrying food on June 17 (VEC); and a nest with 3 half-grown young was found on July 11 (BB, EB). Purple Finches were reported unusually scarce at Vancouver, B. C. Banded female House Finches developed incubation patches in April (ZMS). A pair of Pine Grosbeaks was observed on Mt. Rainer, Aug. 6 (PAB). More Red Crossbills appeared in northwestern Oregon during July and August than were apparent during the same period a year ago (AB). An increase was also noted on Vancouver Island (DS, BW). An adult female Savannah Sparrow captured on Lopez Island on July 18 was found to have an active incubation patch (ZMS).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in boldface (—((AB) Alan Baldridge; (BB, EB) Bob & Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (PAB) Paul A. Buckley; (WC) Wayne Campbell; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; ( JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (FWD) Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Dobson; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse (British Columbia); (JH) Joseph Hicks (southwest Oregon); (LK) Lucile Kline; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (BM) Bill Merilees; (JO) James G. Olson; (ZMS) Zella M. Schultz; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling (Vancouver Island); ( JGS) Joseph G. Strauch, Jr.; (TW) Terry Wahl; (BW) Betty Westerborg.
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