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Autumn Migration, 1962

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers 

The fall period for the entire Region was unusually mild and open. Temperatures 
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to about the end of September apparently reached no severe lows in the valleys. At Baker, Oreg., the range during the month was from 88° to 28° and Spokane, Wash. did not record even one frost. Rainy, cloudy or foggy weather was common in October and November, although some notable high temperatures occurred. Spokane dropped barely below freezing in October. Temperatures at Baker ranged from 73° to 21° in October and from 63° to 10° in November. Mild conditions extended into western Montana and southern British Columbia, where, as elsewhere, snow was completely absent in the valleys at the end of the period, the few light snowfalls having quickly melted. A temporary freeze in southern British Columbia was believed to have driven out many waterfowl in mid-October, however. Nearly all the shorebird rarities in eastern Washington appeared during periods when southwest winds were not over 32 m.p.h., but the 100 m.p.h. winds of Oct. 12 on the coast may have brought the Red Phalarope. Clearing weather in mid-October after a week of rain and cloudiness may have induced the Robin exodus at Spokane and Missoula. Many late departures, some exceedingly so, apparently were the direct result of the generally mild conditions. In the Bozeman area, however, Skaar suspected that many of the late dates for landbirds may have been a result of more thorough coverage.

Grebes, Pelicans and Cormorants—A Red-necked Grebe still lingered at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 25, as did 2 Horned Grebes (JA, WH & LL). The latter species was still in the Kamloops, B. C. area on Nov. 17 (17 birds) and in the Bozeman, Mont. area on the 18th. In the latter area the Eared Grebe was noted on the late date of Dec. 2. Two rare occurrences in central Washington were a White Pelican at Stratford, Grant Co. and 5 at O'Sullivan Dam, and 3 Double-crested Cormorants at the latter locality (LL).

Waterfowl—White-fronted Geese showed up in 4 localities in eastern Washington: Stratford Lake (5) (JA), Reardan (1) (LL) and Liberty Lake (1) (GL). Up to 48 Snow Geese were seen at Stratford Lake, an unusually high number for eastern Washington (JA) The species was noted in the Bozeman area on the late date of Dec. 2. At Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont. 2 Ross' Geese were seen, Dec. 3. One banded bird had a pink stain (dye?) on the breast. The waterfowl movement through the refuge was good, but marked waves were lacking. Although waterfowl were numerous in the Columbia Basin of Washington (e.g., 100,000 on the Potholes Reservoir by mid-October, according to Game Biologist Don Galbreath, Spokesman-Review, Oct. 23), general opinion appeared to be that the northern flight was just getting under way by the end of November (Mrs. S. O. Stanley, reporting for Spokane Audubon Society). In the Bozeman area many late occurrences, as late as Dec. 2, were attributed to ice-free conditions at Ennis Lake. Among the rarities were several Oldsquaw records: Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (JA, WH & LL) and in the Cariboo of British Columbia. Even more unusual were a Fulvous Tree Duck near 100 Mile House, B. C. (Mrs. Lucile Kline) and a Harlequin Duck at Soap Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (WH). Several occurrences of the White-winged and Surf Scoters happened in central and eastern Washington suggest that these birds are getting a little less rare as migrants there.

Hawks and Eagles—Highly unusual was a Harlan's Hawk carefully identified in Kootenay National Park, B. C. on Oct. 18 (AJE). More Golden Eagle records than usual came from eastern and central Washington, but the species still seemed on the down-grade at the National Bison Range. Bald Eagles were reported only from the Cariboo (3 or 4) and at Rock Island, Douglas Co., Wash. (1 on Sept. 7). Both the place and date of the latter record are unusual (LL).

Cranes and Shorebirds— Cranes, usually unreported in fall in the Region, were noted at Banks Lake and St. Andrews in Washington (262, JA), and near Kamloops and in the Bozeman area. Shorebirds furnished enough red-letter records to fill a report all their own, both with rarities and unusual dates and occasionally with record numbers. Am. Golden Plovers (1 or 2) appeared in eastern Washington (JA, WH, LL) and the Black-bellied was noted at Lake Helena near Helena, Mont. (CID), Missoula, Mont. and in eastern Washington (LL). A single Upland Plover appeared again at Missoula in the same area where one was noted a year ago. The Spotted Sandpiper furnished late dates of Sept. 30 at Bozeman and Oct. 12 at Spokane (Stanleys). Arrival and departure dates were late for several species: e.g., the Pectoral Sand piper, noted from Aug. 24 to Nov. 2 in eastern Washington and at Missoula 1 was seen on Nov. 23. At Ninepipe Refuge the "peep" sandpipers were scarce and instead Baird's was unusually common, appearing in flocks of 15 to 20. This relative abundance of the species may be related to the remarkable occurrence of a single Baird's at 8500 ft. elevation on the north slope of Gunsight Mountain near Sperry Glacier in Glacier National Park on Sept. 3 (REJ). This adds 
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another species to the park list. A very late Baird's was noted at Reardan, Wash. on Nov. 17 (SAS). A Dunlin was observed at Reardan on Nov. 10 (JA & WH) and 5 were seen at Stratford, Wash. on the 22nd (JA). A Short-billed Dowitcher, the second sight record for Montana, was watched at close range at Harrison Lake west of Bozeman, Aug. 31. Two Stilt Sandpipers, rare enough themselves, were eclipsed by a Buff-breasted Sandpiper, the second record for eastern Washington (WH & LL). A Marbled Godwit was collected at Lake Helena near Helena, Mont. (CJD). Even more remarkable was the Red Phalarope at Reardan, Oct. 14, constituting eastern Washing ton's first record. Possibly the extremely high winds on the coast 2 days earlier account for its appearance inland (JA, WH & Stanleys). Up to 25 Bonaparte's Gulls were noted in eastern Washington, mostly at Soap Lake, Grant Co. (JA, WH, LL, S.A.S.). An immature Sabine's Gull, also at Soap Lake, Oct. 6, was the second record for eastern Washington (JA). A Common Tern was noted as far east as Spokane (WH).

Owls and Woodpeckers—A Flammulated Owl was noted at Pullman, Wash. on Sept. 11 (RO). A Lewis' Woodpecker appeared at the same site in Bozeman where on wintered last year; it was seen weekly, feeding on acorns. The bird is now known as "Meriwether!" The first record of Williamson's Sap sucker for the Gallatin Valley south of Bozeman was a male at Ouzel Falls.

Flycatchers and Swallows—Eastern Kingbirds were last seen at Spokane on Sept. 3 (LL) and at Bozeman on Sept. 26, both dates considered late. A sight record of a Tropical Kingbird was secured near White Swan, Wash. on Oct. 27. The 3 other records of the species for the state are for November (LL). Sept. 15 was a very late date for the Western Fly catcher at Spokane (LL). Remarkably late were 2 Barn Swallows at Willow Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on Nov. 17 (SAS).

Nuthatches, Wrens and Thrushes—Red-breasted Nuthatches appeared to have accomplished a definite increase in numbers in the Spokane area. A flock of 15-20 Pygmy Nuthatches, seldom observed in western Montana, was noted near the base of the Mission Mountains east of Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake Co. Two House Wrens at Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 16 furnished a late record and the species was noted at Lenore Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 25 (WH & LL). Robins were scarce in southern interior British Columbia when Erskine observed in the area, Oct. 17—Nov. 18. The birds reached a peak in mid-October in the Spokane area and dwindled rapidly in numbers thereafter. Closely paralleling this were the birds at Bozeman, when large flocks disappeared abruptly between Oct. 16 and 17, and at Missoula, where peak numbers from Oct. 10 to 14 stripped the mountain ash of their berries.

Waxwings—Bohemian Waxwings had not appeared at Baker, Oreg. by Dec. 10 and were almost completely absent in east Washington and at Missoula. However, Bozeman had flocks up to 1000 by mid-November. Flocks of 40-50 Cedar Waxwings were noted at Baker and similar-sized flocks were seen at Missoula. None appeared to be wintering, however.

Vireos and Warblers—A single Solitary Vireo near Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 22 furnished a late record (SAS) and the last one noted by Hand in western Montana was still singing on Sept. 15. The Red-eyed was reported for the fall period only from the Bozeman area, where it was last noted on Sept. 3. September 30 was a very late date for the Warbling Vireo at Bozeman. A sight record of a Tennessee Warbler at Spokane, Sept. 25, was a real rarity for that area (VN & CS). Several warblers produced late records both in eastern Washington and at Bozeman. Most notable was a juvenal MacGillivray's at Spokane on Oct. 3 (LL). A Wilson's there on Oct. 14 was likewise decidedly late (WH & LL).

Blackbirds—A notable concentration of some 400 Western Meadowlarks was noted near Stratford, Wash. on Sept. 8 (LL). Bobolinks, Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Common Grackles left late in the Bozeman area. The latter species paralleled the increase noted during the summer, for flocks up to 400 were noted. Yellow-headed Blackbirds, usually seen into October in eastern Washington, were not noted after Sept. 16 (WH & LL).

Finches—An Indigo Bunting was closely observed on Sept. 23 at Three Forks, Mont. Both the place and date are noteworthy. At Missoula Lazuli Buntings were seen in unusual numbers, in flocks up to 25 during August. No large flocks of Evening Grosbeaks have been reported so far. A phenomenal 1500 or more Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were observed near Coulee City, Wash, on Nov. 22. Most of them apparently were Hepburn's but some typical Gray-crowned were seen (JA). Common Redpolls have failed to put in an appearance as yet. Red Crossbills were reported both in eastern Washington and western Montana, but in no great numbers. A single White-winged Crossbill turned up at Bozeman on Nov. 13, the first record there since 1958 and an unusual occurrence anywhere in the Region. Five of the birds were seen at Lake Francois, west of Vander-hoof, B. C. (Mrs. LK). This is probably the northern most report for any contributor and species for the Region to-date.

Sparrows—Savannah Sparrows seemed mostly to have left eastern Washington before October, but at Missoula the species was common through September and a few persisted until the late date of Oct. 28. A peak movement of Chipping Sparrows was noted on Sept. 22 in eastern Washington (WH & LL) with the latest date, Oct. 7 (SA.S.). October 5 was a late date for the species at Missoula. Oregon Juncos had apparently not yet moved down into the valleys to any great extent in some localities. A close-up view of 2 adult Clay-colored Sparrows at Missoula seems to indicate a possibility that this species is more than just accidental here. A specimen was collected in the same locality last May. A late date of Nov. 4 for the White-crowned Sparrow was obtained at Bozeman. An adult White-throated Sparrow was identified near White Swan, Yakima Co., Wash. (LL). McCown's Longspur was still in the Bozeman area on the late date of Nov. 18, mingling with Lapland Longspurs. The latter species was not 
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so common as usual at Missoula, flocks of 15 being the largest. This species appears to be establishing a migrational route through eastern Washington as well, for the birds again appeared at Reardan, up to 8 birds, between Sept. 3 and 26 (WH, LL, S.A.S.). Snow Bun tings had already appeared in eastern Washington in fairly large numbers, judging from the 350 seen near Harrington on Nov. 25 (JA, WH & LL). Small groups were noted in southern British Columbia and at Missoula.

Contributors—Jim Acton; C. J. Davis; A. J. Erskine, southern interior British Columbia; Warren Hall; Ralph L. Hand, Missoula and Lake Cos., Mont.; C. J. Henry, National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; Leon D. Hill, Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; Richard E. Johnson, Glacier National Park; Mrs. Lucile Kline; Lynn LaFave; Gary Lancaster; Vee Nealey; Ruth Ownbey; P. D. Skaar, Bozeman, Mont. area (Bozeman-Three Forks-Ennis L. triangle); Connie Smedley; Spokane Audubon Society; Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley, and Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg.


Autumn Migration, 1962

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The weather was more unusually irregular this season. The warm summer weather persisted 
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throughout and gave us one of the warmest falls on record. The western storm of Oct. 10-12 dumped badly needed moisture on the Klamath Basin and Malheur in Oregon, but its effect was not noted in the east. Klamath Basin had 6.01 in. of rain in this period compared with 2.59 last year. The hills around Klamath had 3 ft. of snow on Oct. 10, and 2 in. fell in the basin. Drought conditions were broken and Upper Klamath Lake rose from 1.13 ft. to a normal level. Clear Lake, one of the Klamath Basin Lakes, rose 3 feet (EJO'N). At Malheur the same storm dumped 1¾ in., a great deal for that arid basin. Al though the immediate effect is not too evident, the prospects for next year are improved. Malheur and Harney Lakes remain mere remnants of what they normally are. Because of the warm weather, many ducks were still lingering or even had not appeared by the end of this period. There were many late dates for passerine birds. In general, the geese seem to be holding their own over last year, but the ducks are down considerably in numbers.

Loons—A Common Loon was at Kolob Reservoir, north of Zion Park, southern Utah, Sept. 5 (DLC). The loon is unusual in that part of the mountains.

Swans—Shooting of Whistling Swans was per mitted for the first time in Utah (1000 licenses) but, owing to the extreme warm weather, the birds did not arrive in time. The peak of 21,300 Whistling Swans at Bear River, northern end of the Great Salt Lake, Nov. 25, was down from last year's 24,000 (RDJ). This is by far the greatest concentration of swans in the West. It doesn't seem right that hunting of these great birds should be permitted. At Malheur there were 600 swans, double last year's number, but still way below normal. Thirty-seven were dyed yellow, a total of 181 having been dyed this color since last year. Yellow swans should be reported to Malheur Refuge, Burns, Oreg. More information on the movement of these birds is needed (EK). In spite of the recent drought the Trumpeter Swan is doing fairly well. The fall congregation on Flat Creek, National Elk Refuge, Jackson Hole, Wyo. increases year by year. This year there were 56 Trumpeters, including 7 cygnets, beside the highway. The other Trumpeter colonies in this area are slowly growing. At Ruby Lakes, eastern Nevada, where some of the birds are outside of the refuge, there are •about 18 individuals (DEL). The Malheur colony had at least one cygnet this year (EK).

Ducks and Geese—The great Klamath Basin water fowl migration was later than usual with a peak of 1,992,400 ducks the last week of October. (The 1955 high was 5 million.) This roughly coincides with the peak of geese at 771,900 and 600,000 Am. Coot. A breakdown of these figures the first week of November showed: Pintail, 754,800, down 50% from last year; Am. Widgeon, 128,500, up 77%; Shoveler, 65,350, up 6%; Mallard, 49,800, down 25%; Ruddy Duck, 35,500, up 5%; Canvasback, 18,100; Gadwall, 11,350, down 34%; Bufflehead, 7570, down 25%; Redhead, 4500, down 8%. The geese breakdown shows: Cackling Canada Goose, 395,700, up 58% from last year; White-fronted Goose, 265,700, up 25%; Snow Goose, 109,700, down 13%; large Canada Goose, 4970, down 38% (EJO'N). At Malheur the Snow Goose migration was 1/3 of last year's, but as the spring migration is by far the greatest, the fall figures do not mean much. There are relatively few other geese at Malheur. There were 76,000 ducks, way below normal, but double last year's estimate (EK). Ruby Lakes in eastern Nevada had waterfowl use up 100% over last year, a reflection of the mild weather and open water throughout the period (DEL). Actual numbers of birds at Ruby Lakes are much less than at the other great refuges. The Deer Flat Refuge, southwestern Idaho, had 520, 000 Mallards at the end of this period (DEL); the peak often comes later. Nine thousand geese were using this refuge on Oct. 27, the high for the period (GHC). There were 7100 honkers present at Bear River on Oct. 28, the highest number in recent years (RDJ). Monte Vista Refuge, southern-central Colorado, 
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is growing, but the bird populations do not yet reflect the increase in size. It remains chiefly a Mallard refuge with much smaller numbers of other ducks. By the end of this period 40,000 Mallards were there (CRB). At the-great Bear River marshes refuge, the peak of ducks was, 367,000 on Oct. 3, instead of last year's 421,000 on Sept. 14. The individual peaks this year were in the usual order, except that the Am. Widgeon has risen to second place, after the Pintail pushing the Green-winged Teal to third place. Figures this year were: Pintail, 193,000; Mallard, 37,000; Gadwall, 27,500; Canvasback, 23,000; Redhead, 15,700; others in lesser order. Again the Am. Coot was common with 79,000 (RDJ). On the Soda Lakes the Am. Widgeon was one of the commonest ducks, if not the common est. However, in this last area the concentrations are only a little over a thousand (OKS). At a time when most ducks are decreasing, it looks as if the Am. Widgeon is more than holding its own. 

Rarities—Three Black Brant were seen at Flat Creek in Jackson Hole (EBM) on Nov. 6. This is the first record for the Elk Refuge and a great rarity in the state. On Nov. 18 a European Widgeon was banded at Deer Flat Refuge in western Idaho (GC). A Black Duck was shot on Lower Klamath Lake Refuge in November. On Nov. 20 a Surf Scoter was taken there by a hunter. An Emperor Goose was seen on Lower Klamath Refuge, Nov. 22 (RS).

Hawks—There are few encouraging notes. No Golden Eagles were seen on the central Wyoming flyway during this period (OKS). Elsewhere, few eagles were seen, which was attributed to the warm weather. Harold Holt feels the Golden Eagle is holding its own in Colorado. The scarcity of the Goshawk is alarming, although Stewart Murie had one at Parowan, southern Utah, Sept. 8.

Shorebirds—There were 6 Buff-breasted Sand pipers at the Soda Lakes at Casper, Sept. 2 (OKS). This bird may regularly migrate through Wyoming. A Solitary Sandpiper was seen at Lower Klamath Lake, where it is rare, Oct. 6 (Mrs. RB, Mrs. TC). There was also a White-rumped Sandpiper in the same area. This is so rare that perhaps a specimen should have been taken.

Jaegers—A Parasitic Jaeger (compared in size with California Gulls and amount of white in the primaries) was seen on Sept. 2 at the Soda Lakes, Wyo. (a first record for the state—OKS). It has long been recorded in the rest of the mountain states. The artificial Soda Lakes are interesting in themselves. The effluent of the Standard Oil of Indiana Refinery (which formerly polluted the North Platte River), is now pumped into this sump north of the city, where it comes in hot and loaded with industrial wastes. It goes through a series of settling basins and emerges at the bottom of the sump into a large lake where the water is good. Waterfowl and waders abound. The area has been protected by the refinery and the grass is returning on the surrounding range. Large numbers of antelope have returned as have longspurs and other grassland birds. From a noxious pollution problem we have gone to an ornithological paradise, one of the best in Wyoming.

Owls—The only place where the Flammulated Owl can be men regularly is the Monte Vista Refuge, Colo. Six were present throughout this period and they have been there for several years (CRB).

Cranes—Up to 57 migrant Sandhill Cranes were on the National Elk Refuge in September (JLM). There were 400-500 in the Teton Basin, Idaho on Sept. 21 (RF).

Woodpeckers—There was a Williamson's Sap sucker at Cedar Breaks National Monument, Utah, on Aug. 31 (DLG). This is the first record for the Monument, although the bird occurs all through the mountains of Utah.

Hummingbirds—Mrs. Crews reported a very poor hummer migration in the mesa country of western Colorado. This is confirmed by Oppie Reames in Durango to the south.

Swallows—There were hundreds of Purple Martins at Tule Lake, Aug. 21 (GA). Spraying for mosquitoes for two years in Durango seems to be associated with a drop in the Violet-green Swallow population (OR). Since the mosquito is not the principal food of this swallow, obviously much more than mosquito killing has been done.

Shrike—An immature Northern Shrike was trapped on July 29 at Malheur Refuge (LK). This is the first summer record for Oregon. All those who assume all summer shrikes to be Loggerheads, please take note.

Warblers—There were 2 Magnolia Warblers at Salt Lake City on Oct. 14 (RF & HL). These birds are no better than casual in Utah. Eugene Kridler, with his netting and banding, continues to revise the status of birds at Malheur. He trapped several Red-eyed Vireos during the migration and had the third and fourth records of the Northern Waterthrush on Sept. 5.

Flycatchers—A Cassin's Kingbird was found at Salt Lake City on Nov. 11 (RH).

Contributors—Mrs. (RB), Mrs. Ray Briggs; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DLC), Dennis L. Carter; Mrs. (TC), Mrs. Ted Conway; (GHC), Gene H. Crawford; (RF), Reed Ferris; (RH), R. Hoehning; (HH), Harold Holt; (RDJ), Robert D. Johnson; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (EK), Eugene Kridler; (HL), Dr. H. Lamb; (DEL), Donald L. Lewis; (EBM), E. Budd Marter; (RLM), Robert L. Means; (EJO'N), Edward J. O'Neill; (LQ), Loraine Quillen; (OR), Oppie Reames; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RS), Richard Stallcup.


Autumn Migration, 1962

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

Weather-wise the most exciting event of the fall season was the heavy wind storm, the remnants of typhoon Frieda, that swept the Region from south to north mainly on October 12. Unfortunately there were too few observers afield both before and after this date
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to detect the true effects of the storm. Above normal temperatures and rainfall produced an excellent supply of "greens" for ducks. On Vancouver Island the Columbus Day storm flattened and flooded a few grain fields in low-lying areas adding to the already bountiful ground feed. Many observers felt the mild weather retarded the return of winter residents. Passerines were scarce; they passed through unnoticed or possibly moved out of the Region along the higher ridges.

Loons and Grebes—Common Loons (23), first seen at Point Roberts on Sept. 9, had doubled in numbers by Sept. 23. Six were seen on the coast of Tillamook County in Oregon on Sept. 29 (O.A.S., JBC). An Arctic Loon was observed at Cape Meares in Oregon, Aug. 22 (AB); 1 was present on Aug. 25 at Tillamook Bay where 10 were counted on Sept. 21 (AB). The only report of large numbers of Arctic Loons on Vancouver Island was of 150 at Island View Beach, about 9 miles north of Victoria, B. C. on Nov. 12 (DS). Red-throated Loons were first noticed at Point Roberts, Sept. 16, and had returned to Tillamook Bay by Sept. 21 (AB). No Red-necked Grebes were reported before Sept. 9. A Horned Grebe at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 25, was early (JBC). Eared 
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Grebes were found on Hoover Lake, near Medford, Oreg., on Oct. 5 (JH); at Oyster Bay on Vancouver Island, Nov. 13 (BW); and at Tillamook Bay, Nov. 4 (AB, JBC). Western Grebes were numerous on Vancouver Island: 5000 at Nanoose Bay, north of Nanaimo (DS, RS), and 4000 at Oyster Bay (BW). A single individual was seen at Hoover Lake, Oct. 5 (JH).

Shearwaters, Petrels, Pelicans—Sooty Shearwaters were observed off the Oregon Coast from Aug. 22 to Nov. 19 (EAB, AB). Several were seen at Oak Bay, Victoria, B. C., in late August (GAP), and a few hundred were on Willapa Bay in early September (BB, EB). A Pink-footed Shearwater was identified among the Sooties off Sand Lake, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Nov. 4 (AB, JBC). Two Fork-tailed Petrels were seen on the Strait of Juan de Fuca between Victoria and Port Angeles. Another was seen off Mitlenatch Island in the Strait of Georgia (NH, BW). An unusual bird in the Victoria area was a Brown Pelican in flight at Oak Bay, Aug. 17 (ARD, GAP). This species moved into Oregon in much greater than usual numbers. At Tillamook the first ones (3) were seen, Aug. 31, with a maximum of 60 on Sept. 21, 9 counted on Sept. 29, one only found on Oct. 14, 41 counted, of which 36 were at Netarts Bay, Nov. 3, with 3 still present, Nov. 18 (AB, JBC, JO, O.A.S.).

Cormorants, Herons, Bitterns—About 2500 Brandt's Cormorants were estimated to be present on the Chain Islands of Oak Bay, Victoria in September (ARD). There were three reports of the Green Her on: an immature bird on Aug. 22 at Tillamook Bay (AB), an individual on Aug. 26 flying down a slough that connects to the Fraser River near the Agassiz-Rosedale bridge, near Rosedale, B. C. (GMM), and 1 on Oct. 21 in North Vancouver, B. C. (DN). An Am. Bittern was noted near Rockaway, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Oct. 14 (JBC, JO).

Swans and Geese—The appearance of Whistling Swans noted last fall had been approximated. Fewer birds than last year were reported from Blaine (LK), Vancouver, B. C. (WHH), and Vancouver Island (AJE, DS, BW); 25 were seen on Nov. 10 on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., (JBC, JO), where they had increased in numbers to 300 by Nov. 22 (AB). The south ward flight of Canada Geese occurred between Oct. 3 and Nov. 9. About 2500 were estimated to be present on Sauvies Island, Oct. 21 (AB). Black Brant (3) were seen at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 25 (JBC); they had not put in an appearance in any large numbers by Nov. 3; 850 were present on Nov. 18 (AB). White-fronted Geese were unusually abundant in some localities. At least 32 were at Esquimalt Lagoon near Victoria most of October (DS), and 18 were found on Sea Island, near Vancouver, B. C., on Oct. 6 (KB, GW). An immature bird was noted at Fern Ridge Reservoir, near Eugene, Oreg., Sept. 16 (JO); several were seen at Nehalem, Oreg., Sept. 29 and Oct. 14 (JBC, JO, O.A.S.); the peak count was 300 on Sauvies Island, Oct. 10 (AB). The first Snow Geese arrived at Lulu Island, near Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 5; about 250 were seen in the Tillamook–Netarts area, Oct. 12 (AB).

Ducks—A few of the less common ducks were noted: Gadwall (4) at Burnaby Lake, B. C., Dec. 2 (WHH); Blue-winged Teal (150—unusually high count) at Tsawwassen, B. C., Aug. 14 (WHH); European Widgeon at Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 30 (DN) and Nov. 18 (DD), and at Victoria, Nov. 16 (DS); Redhead (4) at Tillamook Bay, Nov. 4 (AB, JBC) and 10 at Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 7 (AJE); Hooded Merganser, seen regularly in small numbers off the Oregon Coast and at Vancouver, B. C. (WHH). An accidental was the Spectacled Eider seen off James Island, near Sidney, B. C., Sept. 25 (C. Guiguet).

Vultures and Hawks—Turkey Vultures were seen flying over the valley at Roseburg, Oreg., Sept. 20 (JO); 24 were observed over Victoria, Sept. 23 (ARD); they were last seen at Eugene, Oreg., Sept. 29 (GPM); a lone bird at Nehalem, Sept. 29, was "out of the ordinary for the coast" (JBC). A flight of 25 Swainson's Hawks (uncommon) was seen at Victoria, Oct. 2 (ARD). A Rough-legged Hawk was reported from Sauvies Island, Nov. 10 (JBC, JO); and another one was observed at Netarts, Nov. 18 (AB). They were seen regularly at Sea Island from Sept. 22 to Nov. 17 (WHH, GW). Marsh Hawks (rare on the Oregon coast) were seen at Nehalem and Astoria (AB). The last fall record for the Osprey at Point Roberts was Sept. 30; and at Tillamook Bay, Oct. 14 (JBC, JO). A Peregrine Falcon was observed to take a Dunlin from a wheeling, twisting flock at Tillamook Bay, Nov. 3 (JBC, AB). A Peregrine was seen flying over the Oyster River on Vancouver Island, Nov. 4 (BW); and one was observed at Cape Flattery, Wash., Nov. 17.

Quail, Cranes, Rails—Bobwhite were seen at Hubbard, Oreg., Nov. 19 (TM). A California Quail seen in the dunes at Nehalem Bay, Sept. 29, was out of its habitat (JBC). The Sauvies Island population of Sandhill Cranes, with first arrivals on Sept. 23, increased to 400± on Oct. 17, with about 60 still present at the end of November (AB). There was a good flight in the Black Creek area of Vancouver Island, where 14 were counted on Northy Lake, Sept. 27 (BW). A single Sandhill Crane was seen at Pitt Meadows, Sept. 30 (KB). A Virginia Rail was heard at dusk near Rockaway, Oreg., Nov. 3 (JBC).

Shorebirds—High counts of Black Oystercatchers at Victoria (52, Nov. 6, ARD; 96, Nov. 7, R. Fryer) indicated a good breeding season. The first Snowy Plovers (15) to have been seen for a few years in Tillamook County, Oreg., were found on the ocean beach on Oct. 14 (JBC). Surfbirds were noted at Seal Rock, Benton Co., Oreg., July 26, an exceptionally early date (A. Collister). The many reports of Ruddy Turnstones seem to indicate a slight increase. A Spotted Sandpiper was observed at Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 11 (DD). A Solitary Sandpiper was noted at Chilliwack, B. C., Aug. 31 (DN); 3 were seen together on Sauvies Island, Aug. 29 (AB); and 1 was observed at Blaine, Sept. 5 (LK). A Willet was seen at Tillamook Bay, Sept. 16 (AB). Yellow legs, both Greater and Lesser, were especially abundant. A Lesser Yellowlegs was carefully identified on the Rogue River in Oregon on July 1 (JH). Knots (rare) were seen at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 22 and 31 
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(AB); and one at Coos Bay, Sept. 22 (JO). A Rock Sandpiper was seen among a flock of Black Turn-stones at Point Roberts, Oct. 14 (WHH). Reports on Pectoral Sandpipers were conflicting; some observers considered them more abundant, others less so. The records are outstanding for Oregon, where the species is considered a rare fall migrant. One was seen at Sauvies Island, Aug. 29 (AB); 6 were counted at the same place, Sept. 14; 35 were seen in a field near Nehalem, Sept. 29 (JBC, AB); and one was at Sauvies Island for the last date seen, Nov. 10 (JBC, JO). A Baird's Sandpiper appeared at the edge of the snowfields below the Paradise Glacier ice cave on Mt. Rainier, Aug. 12 (JBC). The fall flight of Short-billed Dowitchers at Vancouver, B. C., was a little less than normal (WHH). Two Long-billed Dowitchers were seen on the Campbell River on Vancouver Island, Sept. 22 (DS, fide BW). A single Stilt Sandpiper, for which there are few British Columbia records, appeared at Island View Beach, Sept. 8 (ARD). Semipalmated Sandpipers were at Tsawwassen, July 28 (WHH). On Aug. 31 an astounding 27 Marbled Godwits were seen at Tillamook Bay (AB). Late Red Phalaropes were seen at Nehalem, Nov. 23 (AB).

Jaegers, Gulls, Alcids—A Parasitic Jaeger at Miracle Beach on Vancouver Island on Aug. 5 was early (BW). Others were seen in the Region from Aug. 19 to Oct. 29. On Oct. 14 John Crowell counted "about 500 California Gulls in about an hour, all moving south, at Tillamook Bay. Other species, mostly Western and Glaucous-winged Gulls, were sharing this movement." On Nov. 23 a similar movement was in process farther at sea; both Bonaparte's and Heermann's Gulls, and Black-legged Kittiwakes were identified off Sand Lake (JBC, AB). An immature Sabine's Gull was approached closely on Sauvies Island, Sept. 23 (AB); and one was noted at Victoria, Oct. 13 (Ed Moody). Common Terns appeared at Miracle Beach on Aug. 3 (NH). At Victoria Arctic Terns were identified with the abundant Common Terns, Aug. 11 and 14 (ARD, GAP). High count for the Common Terns was over 500 on Boundary Bay, south of Vancouver, B. C., Aug. 21 (DN); and the last ones seen were at Drayton Harbour, near Blaine, Oct. 27. Caspian Terns were noted at Tillamook Bay, Aug. 22 (AB) and Aug. 25 (JBC). At Point Roberts, with only 2 present on Sept. 9, they had increased to 350 on Nov. 11. Marbled Murrelets (140) were seen off Sidney, B. C. on Aug. 25 (ARD). Ancient Mur relets were seen at Victoria, Oct. 12 (the day of the storm). After this date they increased in numbers; at least a hundred were seen on Nov. 1. At Point Roberts 200 were observed on Nov. 11.

Pigeons, Doves, Owls—A successful acorn crop resulted in thousands of Band-tailed Pigeons gathering at Victoria in early October before moving south (DS). They were feeding on fall webworms infesting the willows at Lake Terrell, near Blaine (Bud Howe, fide LK). Late Mourning Doves were noted at Blaine, Nov. 3 (LK); and at Black Creek, Vancouver Island, Nov. 13 (BW). An interesting observation is of a Burrowing Owl at Boundary Bay in November (DN, GW), the first record in several years. A Short-eared Owl was noted on Sauvies Island, Nov. 16 (AB).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Woodpeckers—The latest date for the Common Nighthawk was also the day of the big wind storm. On Oct. 12 a bird was observed at Eugene, Oreg., battling the wind over the down town buildings at the height of the storm (GPM). The species had been heard at Portland a week earlier (JO). Two late Black Swifts were flying over Black Creek, Sept. 27 (DS). A Yellow-shafted Flicker was discovered at Campbell River, Nov. 22 (BW). A report of a Red-shafted Flicker eating chickfeed at a feeder in the Pittock Bird Sanctuary, Portland was confirmed, Nov. 25 (GA). Lewis' Woodpeckers had returned to the Rogue River valley by Sept. 25 (JH). A female Williamson's Sapsucker was seen 9 miles south of Chinook, about ½ mile from the eastern boundary of Mt. Rainier Nat'l Park on Aug. 24 (BB, Dick Witt). A pair of Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers was found in Manning Park, Aug. 5.

Flycatchers, Horned Larks, Swallows—Empidonaxes were scarce. An Eastern Kingbird was found at Pitt Meadows, Aug. 28 (DN). The only Traill's and Western Flycatchers reported were seen in September at Seattle (VEC). An exhausted Horned Lark, so weak it made no attempt to fly when people walked within 5 feet of it, was found on the campus of the Univ. of British Columbia, Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 20 (GMM). Although the peak of the swallow migration occurred in September there were a few late dates: Violet-green, Eugene, Oct. 11 (GPM); Tree, Burnaby, B. C., Oct. 20 (AM); Rough-winged, Drayton Harbour, Sept. 6 (KB); Barn, Portland, Nov. 11 (AB); Cliff, Burnaby, Sept. 22 (AM); and Purple Martin, Seattle (VEC) and Eugene, Sept. 14 (GPM).

Jays, Magpies, Chickadees, Mockingbirds—No Steller's Jays were found in Oregon (JH, GPM). A Black-billed Magpie was discovered at Boundary Bay, Oct. 21 (GW). Boreal Chickadees were seen in Manning Park, Aug. 4 and 5 (WHH). At Depoe Bay, Oreg., a pair of Mockingbirds, present all summer, was still present at the end of November (EAB).

Thrushes, Kinglets, Shrikes, Vireos—Robins were fairly common in September. They were less frequently seen in November. Varied Thrushes and Hermit Thrushes were scarce. A few Swainson's Thrushes lingered at Seattle until the first week of October (Mrs. J. I. Colwell, fide VEC). Western Bluebirds were seen at Pitt Meadows, Oct. 7 (KB). Ruby-crowned Kinglets were found at Point Roberts, Sept. 9. The Northern Shrike was at Point Roberts, Oct. 21; at Black Creek, Oct. 25 (RYE, DS); at Pitt Meadows, Oct. 27; at Astoria, Nov. 11; at Sauvies Island, Nov. 16 (AB); at Blaine, Nov. 18 (LK); and at Nehalem, Nov. 23 (AB). Solitary Vireos were found at Eugene, Sept. 20 (GPM); and at Seattle, Sept. 26 (VEC).

Warblers—Orange-crowned Warblers foraged in maple trees on the World's Fair grounds at Seattle, Oct. 14 (BB, EB). A Yellow Warbler was found at Seattle, Sept. 21 (VEC). Myrtle Warblers were found in Vancouver, B. C., during October (KB, et al.). An uncommon bird for Vancouver Island is the Black-throated Gray Warbler. Three were seen in Victoria in early September (ARD). They were seen from 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 17, Number 1  60

Sept. 14 to Oct. 12 at Eugene (11 times, GPM); a single individual was noted at Point Roberts, Sept. 9 (WHH); and 2 were observed at Seattle, Sept. 29 (BB, EB). A Townsend's Warbler was seen at Dray ton Harbour, Sept. 22, and one lingered at Eugene till Nov. 6 (GPM). Perhaps the most unusual find of the fall season was the Blackpoll Warbler seen at 2 places. On Sept. 6, 2 were discovered on the campus of the University of British Columbia, where 6 were seen on Sept. 21 (SS). The second locality was Discovery Island near Victoria where 3 were seen on Sept. 15 (KB). A Yellowthroat was noted at the Fern Ridge Reservoir, near Eugene, Sept. 16 (JO). An exceptionally late straggler was a Wilson's Warbler banded at Corvallis on Nov. 2 (Joseph G. Strauch, Jr.).

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers, Grosbeaks—A Yellow-headed Blackbird was noted at Pitt Meadows, Sept. 29 (GW). An immature Bullock's Oriole visited a bird feeder in Medford, Oreg., Oct. 29 (JH). Western Tanagers were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 28 (VEC). A Black-headed Grosbeak was seen at Eugene, Sept. 14 (GPM). Evening Grosbeaks were scarce.

Finches and Sparrows—Lesser Goldfinches were present in small numbers all fall at Eugene (GPM). Lawrence's Goldfinches were photographed in color in a garden in Talent, Oreg. This is the second occurrence of this species in the Rogue River valley (Mrs. Dorothy Tompkins, fide JH). Six male White-winged Crossbills identified at Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 19 (SS) are noteworthy. Most migrant Savannah Spar rows passed through in September with peak numbers of 160 on Point Roberts, Sept. 16, and 200 on Sea Island, Sept. 22. Savannah Sparrows on the beaches of Tillamook Bay on Oct. 14 were believed to be storm-displaced, as the observers had never en countered this species there before (JBC, JO). Large flocks of Lark Sparrows and Chipping Sparrows were seen in Jackson, Oreg. from Sept. 15 to 30 (JH). A Golden-crowned Sparrow was noted on the Forbidden Plateau, Vancouver Island, Sept. 15 (NH, BW); 12 were seen at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 18, followed by 2, Oct. 4 and 8, Oct. 14. The species had returned to Point Roberts by Sept. 23, and to the Rogue River valley by Sept. 25. There were 6 records between Oct. 17 and Nov. 9 at Eugene (GPM). Arrival dates at Seattle (VEC), Blaine (LK), and Woodburn, Oreg. (TM) were Oct. 18, 24 and 29 respectively. Late arrivals were 6 seen in shrubbery at Garibaldi, Oreg., Nov. 3 (AB, JBC). A White-throated Sparrow frequented a feeder at Victoria in late September and early October (fide DS). Lincoln's Sparrows were seen from Sept. 15, when one was found at Black Creek (DS, RS) to Oct. 29, when 3 were found at Woodburn, Oreg., (TM). One was trapped and banded at Blaine, Sept. 19 (LK), and 2 were noted at Point Roberts, Sept. 23. A Lapland Longspur (a male in winter plumage) was carefully studied on Nov. 11 at Astoria, where a Snow Bunting was seen the same day. Snow Buntings were found at Point Roberts, Nov. 11 (GW).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in bold face)—(GA) George Alderson (northwest Oregon); (EAB) Elizabeth A. Baker; (AB) Alan Bald-ridge; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (KB) K. Boyce; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John C. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (DD) D. Dowe; (AJE) Anthony J. Erskine; (NH) Norma Haas; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. Werner H. Hesse (British Columbia); (JH) Joseph Hicks (southwest Oregon); (LK) Lucile Kline; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (GMM) George M. McKay; (GPM) Gerald P. Morsello; (AM) A. Muir; (DN) Doris Nye; (JO) Jim Olson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (SS) Susan Smith; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling (Vancouver Island); (BW) Betty Westerborg; (GW) Gwen Wright; (O.A.S.) Oregon Audubon Society.


The Winter Season, 1962-63

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

The weather picture for the Region was one of extremes, varying from unusually mild and rather wet to severely cold in January, the only really wintry month. Plunging temperatures in western Montana in late December drove out a number of species of birds that had stayed later than usual. During January the adverse effects upon wild life appeared to be greatest west of the Continental Divide in Montana, where record snowfall combined with subzero temperatures. At the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. January was a record breaker, with 41 inches of snow, a 25-day cold snap which reached to –32° F. and yet recorded a maximum of 55° above zero! In addition to bird losses there, 10 antelope on the refuge were believed to have died because of the weather. In the Missoula, Mont. area rather similar conditions prevailed, with the deep 
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snow cover forcing ground feeders out of the area or presumably causing them considerable hardship. In the western part of the Region, which had little snow cover and milder temperatures, the result was both to cause some mildly hardy species to remain in the area and to bring about a scarcity of species from the mountains and from farther north. At Baker, Oreg., an excellent cone crop in the mountains held a number of species there. By contrast, the juniper -berry" crop there was poor and was thought to be the reason for the small number of Robins. In the Spokane, Wash. area, however, Mountain Ash berries were abundant, yet only a handful of Robins remained, and, since the Bohemian Waxwings failed to arrive, the fruit still hung on the branches at the end of winter. Wintering waterfowl populations in the Columbia Basin were high, judging from reports available.

Grebes, Pelicans and Cormorants—The late freeze-up of Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont., enabled grebes (Horned, Eared, Western and Pied-billed) to stay late into December and a single Horned Grebe was sighted several times at Spokane in December and January (Spokane Audubon Society). Up to 6 White Pelicans were noted at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge during the period. An early Double-crested Cormorant was at Three Forks, Mont. on the last of March (T. B. Holker).

Swans, Geese and Ducks—Whistling Swans wintered in small numbers at McNary Refuge and doubled their use of Columbia Refuge over last year. The species lingered at Ennis Lake until Dec. 21. Trumpeters and Canada Geese were seen at the latter locality as late as Jan. 1 and as early as Feb. 24 and may have stayed through the winter. Canada Geese were up threefold from last year at Columbia Refuge, where abundant fall growth of cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) furnished the birds much food. The birds showed peak numbers, 3500, at McNary Refuge in early January. A plane flight up the Snake River for 20 miles revealed a total of 1000 Canadas and 23,000 Lesser Canada Geese, Feb. 7. Severe conditions in January caused hardship on the reduced number of geese wintering at the Bison Range. The first sighting of a Ross' Goose on the McNary Refuge was made on Dec. 2 and 3 hybrid Canada-Snow Geese were observed and 1 collected there. The wintering duck population for the Region was at least average and in some areas was distinctly up from previous years. Major increases were noted at Columbia Refuge for Mallards, Am. Widgeon and Green-winged Teal, with the peak duck population set at 60,000 in late December. At McNary Refuge Mallards peaked at 3000 in early January and widgeons hit the same number in early February. About the same number was noted as a peak at the Bison Range and some 4000 at Ninepipe Refuge. At the two latter places artificial feeding was tried during the cold spell when at least 1 of the dozen Shovelers wintering there died. This species does not normally winter there. Mallard numbers were up in the Bozeman-Three Forks-Ennis area and other species not normally wintering there were noted; for example, Pintail, Am. Widgeon and possibly Bufflehead. Departures of many other species were late. A raft of 1500 Canvasback was seen on the Snake River on the previously mentioned airplane flight. The Ring-necked Duck peaked at 300 on Jan. 4 at McNary Refuge. The largest concentration of Lesser Scaup was of some 6000 on Nine Mile Reservoir on the Spokane River below Spokane, Jan. 5 (Lynn LaFave). Noteworthy occurrences were 5 White-winged Scoters on Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. and 3 male Red-breasted Mergansers an Colville Lake near Sprague, Wash. on March 24 (Jim Acton). Seven of the latter species were at Banks Lake on March 30 (Warren Hall). Common Mergansers reached unusually high numbers at Spokane (500) (WH & LL), McNary Refuge (250) and Ennis Lake (150).

Hawks and Eagles—Both Golden and Bald Eagles were sighted in many localities from central Washington and northern Oregon east to the Bozeman area. The largest concentration of Bald Eagles was 10 near Spokane, Jan. 20 (WH). The Golden Eagle showed a major increase at Columbia Refuge. Rough-legged Hawks wintered in the Bozeman area in unusual numbers (38 on Christmas count), but Marsh Hawks appeared to have been killed or forced out of the Bison Range area by the severe weather of January. One Gyrfalcon record is enough to make news, but 2 were seen, 1 near Creston, Wash. (WH & LL) and 1 at Belgrade, Mont., the latter a first for the area. Two records for the Peregrine Falcon for the Bozeman-Ennis area were unusual (Christmas count and C. V. Davis). A Sparrow Hawk apparently weathered the January blizzard period at Missoula.

Gallinaceous Birds—This group appeared to come through the winter well in the western part of the Region, but suffered setbacks in the Missoula and Bison Range areas. Worst affected were Chukars at the latter place, where cold and snow weakened them and made them easy prey for predators, e.g., the Prairie Falcon; some apparently starved. Not a single bird was seen at the beginning of spring. A Blue Grouse at Bonner, Mont. made the headlines by shattering a plate glass window in the principal's office of the school.

Shorebirds and Gulls—Winter's crackdown in western Montana drove some late-staying Killdeer from their pond near Missoula, but the species wintered about as usual elsewhere. California and Ring-billed Gulls persisted to the late date of Dec. 21 at Ennis Lake. The latter apparently wintered as usual in eastern Washington and northern Idaho. Especially noteworthy are the occurrences of a Glaucous and a Glaucous-winged Gull, both at Spokane and at Coeur d' Alene, Idaho. The latter is the first-known record for Idaho (JA, WH & LL).

Owls—Records were rather scarce for the group. Great Horned Owls seemed to be up in numbers in the Bozeman area. The Short-eared seemed to be in short numbers. The species fared poorly at the Bison Range, where the remains of several were found, perhaps victims of predation by the Great Horned Owl.

Woodpeckers—A Lewis' Woodpecker, presumably the one dubbed "Meriwether" last winter, again wintered at Bozeman. An area of burned-over Ponderosa Pine at Long Lake on the Spokane River below 
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Spokane attracted large numbers of Hairy, Downy and Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers. Up to 14 of the latter species, ordinarily rare, were noted (S.A.S., JA, WH, LL). Highly unusual was a female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Pullman, Wash., seen three times in January and February.

Jays, Nuthatches, Creepers—Common Ravens and Black-billed Magpies at Missoula appeared not to be affected by the severe weather, but mild conditions in some areas may have kept the Steller's Jay and Clark's Nutcracker higher in the mountains. However, up to 13 of the latter were seen at Baker (Christmas count). Red-breasted Nuthatches were distinctly more numerous in the Spokane area, with as many as 50 or 60 being seen on a one day trip. Conversely, they were very scarce at Bozeman and surrounding areas, with a single record (CVD). Brown Creeper records were scarce, perhaps because of mild conditions.

Thrushes and Waxwings—Wintering Robins were decidedly scarce in the Region, as were Varied Thrushes. Two very late dates were secured for Mountain Bluebirds: a female at Banks Lake on Dec. 16 (JA) and 2 on the Christmas count at Baker, Oreg. Ruby-crowned Kinglets, decidedly scarce in winter, turned up at Spokane (1 in December S.A.S.) and at Baker (up to 4 in December). Bohemian Waxwings made history by their scarcity. Spokane's Christmas count missed them for the first time. At Bozeman they built up to flacks of 1000 in November but virtually disappeared thereafter. Numbers were down at Missoula and the Bison Range and none were seen at Baker. Perhaps 2000 were seen at St. Maries, Idaho (John Dennis). Cedar Waxwings appeared to winter in unusually large numbers in some localities. At Missoula they lasted out the January cold period and were present in flocks up to 150 in February. The species was reported also at Spokane, Pullman and Pasco, Wash. and Baker, Oreg.

Starlings—Practically every reporting locality mentioned wintering Starlings. They were variously described as "numerous" at McNary Refuge, "increasing by leaps and bounds" in the Columbia Basin area around Columbia Refuge, "usual huge numbers" in the Spokane area, "in much smaller numbers during the severe weather in January" at Missoula and "very few" at the Bison Range. The Fish and Wildlife Service trapped 9000 in January and February in the Pasco–Richland–Kennewick, Wash. area (Tri-Cities Herald),

Warblers and Blackbirds—An Audubon's Warbler at Bozeman on Dec. 17 constituted a highly unusual record (Neil Martin). Small numbers of the birds were noted from late November to late January at Pasco, the only other locality reporting them. A few Yellow-headed Blackbirds wintered at Columbia Refuge, where wintering numbers are increasing. Red-winged Blackbirds wintered unusually successfully in the Bozeman area. Some 30, including an albino, wintered at Ennis Lake, another flock of 100 wintered at Belgrade and about 16, mostly female, were seen at Bozeman on Jan. 20. About 10 Brewer's Black birds at Belgrade on March 18, a very early date, suggested that the birds had wintered.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks put in a scanty appearance or were absent from reporting localities. A few Cassin's Finches were reported wintering at Spokane. Pine Grosbeaks scarcely appeared at all. Five were seen at Bozeman and 1 hit a window in Pasco and was killed. Some 350 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were observed in the Columbia Basin area of central Washington and a few were still there on March 2, a late date (JA). A large flock was noted near Baker in early March. Very few Common Redpolls appeared: a few in December at Missoula and in January in eastern Washington. Red Crossbills showed up in increased numbers in eastern Washington, but the only Montana record was of 2 on the Ennis Christmas count. A male White-winged Crossbill appeared at Bozeman.

Sparrows—A few Rufous-sided Towhees wintered in the Spokane area. A Sage Sparrow was still at Pasco, Wash. on Dec. 25. White-crowned Sparrows were seen regularly at Pasco and at nearby McNary Refuge. More unusual were a few that apparently wintered in the Spokane area (S.A.S.). A Harris' Sparrow at Baker was the first Ann Ward had seen there. It was with a flock of juncos at the end of December. Three Lapland Longspurs were seen near Harrington, Wash. on March 31 (JA) and 1 on March 11 at Missoula. The usual wintering population was present in the Bozeman area. Snow Buntings were scarce in eastern Washington, but occurred in groups up to 22 to Dec. 16, after which none were noted. In the Bozeman area they were apparently more numerous than usual.

Contributors—Jim Acton; C. V. Davis; John Dennis; Warren Hall; R. L. Hand, Missoula, Mont. area; C. J. Henry, National Bison Range and Nine-pipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont.; T. B. Holker; Frank L. Kenney, McNary National Wildlife Refuge, Bur bank, Wash.; Lynn LaFave; Philip A. Lehenbauer, Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash.; Neil Martin; Louise Nunn, Pasco, Wash.; Ruth P. Ownbey, Pullman, Wash.; P. D. Skaar, Bozeman-Three Forks-Ennis, Mont. area; Spokane Audubon Society, reported by Mrs. S. O. Stanley, and Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. area.


The Winter Season, 1962-63

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

Although confusion continues as to whether this past season was principally winter, spring, or breeding season, it was a combination of of all three. The winter part was the warmest and driest in many years. There were many winter records of birds that should not have been here. The snow pack in the mountains, over most of the Region, is minimal with prospects for summer breeding water fowl very poor. Malheur, in eastern Oregon, looks forward to another dismal season with only 20 per cent of normal snowpack in the mountains unless the heavens really let loose this spring. This is the fifth year of drought for Malheur. But to show how local the weather can be, Ruby Lakes, in the Great Basin in eastern Nevada, had 2.25 in. moisture in
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the first days of February. This is a lot of precipitation in that area and the water prospects for the Lakes is at least average. In general, many observers from widely different areas were of the opinion that there were fewer birds than usual this winter: Torrington, Wyo.; Cheyenne, Wyo. (Mrs. RDH); Salt Lake City (GK); and Parowan in southern Utah (SM).

Swans—There were 18 Trumpeter Swans wintering in the area centered around Ruby Lakes (DEL). There were 21 Trumpeters at Malheur, including 3 cygnets from last year (EK). There were 31 wintering on Flat Creek in the Nat'l Elk Refuge, Jackson Hole, western Wyoming (RLM). These figures show a continued steady increase of this species outside the Red Lakes area. Bear River Marshes, at the north end of Great Salt Lake, had the highest number of Whistling Swans ever reported there, March 22-21, 220 (LJS).

Ducks and Geese—Bear River Marshes did not entirely freeze up this winter; the spring migration was better and earlier than usual. The peak number of ducks came on March 22 with 275,685. The Pintail was first with 83,350 (1/3 better than last year); Canvasback with 40,750 (better than double last year); Green-winged Teal, 37,210; Mallard, 34,650; Lesser Scaup, 30,570; Redhead, 19,875; Ruddy, 17, 315; Gadwall, 15,220; Am. Widgeon, 13,600. All of these figures are vastly better than 1962 and 1961, but are not back to those of 1960, except the Canvas back, which is increasing (4 times the 1960 level, LJS). Malheur had an earlier spring than usual with a peak of 129,000 Snow Geese (45,000 over recent years). The duck peak was on March 7 with 82,000 on the Refuge and 97,000 on adjacent areas for a total of 179,000. The Pintail was the principal duck with 156,000. Last year's peak for all ducks was 101, 000. Swans by-passed Malheur again and headed for Bear River (EK). The Mallards increased at Deer Flat Refuge, in western Idaho near Boise, where there were 700,000 ducks, Dec. 16-22, of which 670,000 were Mallards. This is twice last year's number, but not up to standard, which is ¾ of a million (GC). The southern Idaho outlook for stream flow water this season is poor because "the snowfall during the winter has been the lightest ever recorded in Idaho." The reservoirs are well filled and there will be no shortage this summer. Canada Geese were nesting in the Snake River Refuge by the second week of March (GC). The Klamath Basin has the same story as the other Great Basin Refuges; snow pack 23 per cent of nor mal, but a high storage level in the lakes at the moment fortunately—warm winter, early spring. The first week of December saw the highest peak of waterfow1-408,300—but the spring peak of geese was 148,030, March 26, two weeks later than last year. Peak numbers of ducks were: Pintail, 131,550, Dec. 8; Mallard, 126,550, Dec. 3; Am. Widgeon, 125,950, Dec. 15; Shoveler, 55,170, Dec. 15; Gadwall, 26,280, Dec. 31; Am. Coot, 18,100, Dec. 15; Canvasback, 10,000, Dec. 15; lesser numbers of other ducks. This is an improvement over last year (EO'N). Monte Vista Refuge, central southern Colorado, had a slight decrease in Mallards from last year with a top of 44,500, Dec. 23. Although this refuge continues to grow, the numbers of other ducks are not yet large (CRB). There were few rarities reported. There was a crippled female Oldsquaw at Tule, Klamath Basin, Dec. 8 (EO'N). A Blue Goose was seen, April 4, at Malheur (EK). A Barrow's Goldeneye was collected at Bear River, March 27, and found to have lead poisoning (LJS). Although rare at Bear River, in the relatively nearby mountainous country of Grand Teton–Yellowstone it is a common breeding bird. A European Widgeon and 6 Hooded Mergansers were at Lower Klamath, Feb. 24 (TC, Jr.).

Eagles—More Golden Eagles were reported in some places this year than last. There were 13 at Bear River, March 6, a high count this year; and there were 29 Raids on the same date (LJS). On Dec. 26-28 there were 20 Golden Eagles at Malheur, instead of the 12 last year. There are now 3 known active nests (EK). In January in the Klamath Basin there were 48 Bald and 3 Golden Eagles on Lower Klamath and Tule Lake, compared with 37 and 15 last year (EO'N). On Jan. 18 there were 2 Bald and 3 Golden Eagles at Zion Park, southern Utah (RHW). In southern Idaho the maximum count of Bald Eagles on the Snake River near Rexberg was 20 (9 mature) on Feb. 16 (DGB). The Snake River is a great wintering ground of the Bald Eagle but is not well reported. The North Platte River in central Wyoming had 7 adult and 11 immature Bald Eagles on Jan. 13 (OKS). Three Bald Eagles wintered at Parowan (SM). There were 4 Bald Eagles at Salt Lake City, Jan. 20 (GK). The central Wyoming flyway for Golden Eagles was very poor in December—hardly a flight (OKS). The governor of Wyoming received permission from the Secretary of the Interior—under the new law —to shoot Golden Eagles molesting livestock in certain central and eastern counties. If the letter of the law is observed we have nothing to fear—however, it probably won't be. These counties contain the greatest number of breeding Golden Eagles, in all probability, in North America. From facts bolstered by information from local ranchers this action was totally unnecessary and senseless. The governor did
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this in spite of the protests of a large number of citizens, and this editor takes it as a personal insult.

Hawks—A Pigeon Hawk was reported at Hotchkiss, mesa country of western Colorado, Jan. 7 (Mrs. JJC); another at Klamath Marsh, Oreg., Dec. 9 (JGC). On Jan. 7 Kashin had Pigeon, Cooper's, Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Goshawk at Salt Lake City. More accipitrine hawks than usual were present this winter at Parowan (SM).

Shorebirds—A Ruff was reported at Lower Klamath, Calif., Dec. 19 (RGMcC, et al.)—the fourth record for California. Most of Lower Klamath is in California; the rest is in Oregon. There were 2 other records for California in 1962. However, this is the first inland record. Perhaps more inland people should watch for this bird.

Gulls—A Glaucous Gull was seen at Bear River Marshes on Feb. 14. This is a rare bird in that area
(LJS).

Owls—Malheur reports an increase in rodents and the owls are doing well. A nest rigged up for Great Horned Owls at headquarters has been occupied for 3 years. There are 8 known active nests in the area, 5 of which are man-made. This is a very high rate of occupancy—from 8 erected nests (EK). The Great Horned Owl is not only highly beneficial in the West, but is also a highly successful species.

Swallows—There were 6 Violet-green Swallows at Lower Klamath, Feb. 24, a result, no doubt of our warm winter (TC, Jr.).

Wrens—Early in December several Winter Wrens were seen in Zion Canyon, southern Utah (RHW). A House Wren south of Torrington on March 30 was very early (GS).

Contributors—(DGB), Delwyn G. Berrett; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (TC, Jr.)., Theodore Chase, Jr.; (GC), Gene Crawford; Mrs. (JJC), Mrs. J. J. Crews; Mrs. (RDH), Mrs. Robert D. Hanesworth; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (EK), Eugene Kridler; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (RGMcC), R. G. McCaskie; (RLM), Robert L. Means; (SM), Stuart Murie; (EO'N), Edward O'Neill; (JGO), James G. Olsen; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (LJS), Leonard J. Serdiuk; (GS), Guido Smith; (RHW), Roland H. Wauer.


The Winter Season 1962-63

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

A weather variation that significantly affected the bird life was the absence of snow in parts of the mountains. This lack of snow made it possible for one observer to get into the Cascades in Oregon and visit certain of the lakes where goldeneyes, Hooded Mergansers, Buffleheads, Canvasbacks, Ring-necked Ducks, Sandhill Cranes and Golden Eagles were noted. It was the mild temperatures that probably accounted for the Cedar Waxwings and Robins staying at higher elevations until about the first of February when they descended into the valleys, foraging on Pyracantha, Cotoneaster and other berries. Discussion of all migratory birds will be deferred until the spring report.

Loons, Grebes, Egrets—Common Loons in breeding plumage were noted at Coos Bay in Oregon, March 23 (JO). A few Red-throated Loons were seen on the Oregon coast, and 120 were on Willapa Bay, Jan. 19 (AB). Red-necked Grebes were still present at Tillamook Bay on March 23 (JBC, O.A.S.). Horned Grebe numbers were down. Eared Grebes were noted at Vancouver, B. C.; Drayton Harbor, near Blaine, Wash.; and in the Tillamook—Netarts area. Western Grebes (40) were seen at Fern Ridge Reservoir, near Eugene, Oreg., Dec. 1 (JO). A Common Egret was identified at the mouth of the Suislaw River in Florence, Oreg. on March 2 (JO). An Am. Bittern was found at Elk Lake on Vancouver Island in January (V.N.H.S.), and one or more were heard in MacFadden Swamp, near Corvallis, Oreg., March 24 (JGS).

Waterfowl—Whistling Swans reached a maximum number of 480 on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., Dec. 16, and had decreased to 14 by March 21 (AB). Elsewhere 3 were seen at Nehalem, Dec. 20; 8 were present at Victoria, B. C. through January; 2 were located at Pitt Meadows, B. C., Jan. 13; while 20 birds were counted on Willapa Bay, Feb. 16 (AB, JBC, JO). A Trumpeter Swan wintered on Langford Lake in Victoria (fide DS). Canada Geese (Cackling), which had been numerous prior to Christmas on Sauvies Island, apparently moved out with the freezing weather at the end of December (AB). Black Brant seen on the Game Commission Pond near Medford, March 14, is possibly a first record for Jackson County, Oreg. (WC, JH). In December, 25 White-fronted Geese were found on Sauvies Island (AB). Two were seen at MacFadden Swamp, March 3 (JGS). Snow Goose flocks wintering on the Skagit River flats were reported to contain no juveniles. A Black Duck was caught in a banding trap on Sauvies Island, Feb. 19 (Chuck Trainer). Pintails were considered "extremely scarce" in Oregon (JO). A pair of Cinnamon Teal was seen at the Game Commission Pond, near Medford, Jan. 28 (WC). European Widgeons were reported from 6 localities. At Blaine, Shovelers showed an increase in numbers (LK). A tame pair of Wood Ducks attracted attention at Crystal Springs Lake in Portland, Oreg. (GA). A Redhead at Victoria in March is an unusual winter record. A careful check of the scaup population in Stanley Park in Vancouver, B. C., showed a fairly high count of Lessers (56, Feb. 15, DD); this would indicate the birds are not as scarce as formerly presumed. An Oldsquaw was seen on the Columbia River near The Dalles, Oreg. on Dec. 23 (AB); another individual was at Oysterville on Willapa Bay, Feb. 16 (AB, JBC, JO). Harlequin Ducks wintered on the Oregon coast (GA, AB) and at Point Roberts (GMM). An unusual record of a Surf Scoter was one seen the first week of December on Crystal Springs Lake in Portland (GA).

Hawks and Eagles—A Goshawk killed near Ash land, Oreg. was prepared as a specimen; another bird was seen in the same area, March 9 (F. Sturges). Rough-legged Hawks were found between Portland and Eugene, Dec. 28 (AB); Drayton Harbor, Dec. 31 (KB); Boundary Bay, Jan. 1 (DD, WHH); Sauvies Island, Feb. 3 (AB); Grays Harbor, Feb. 17 (AB, JBC, JO); and Pitt Meadows, March 10 (KB). Golden Eagles were seen in the Ashnola Valley, east of E. C. Manning Provincial Park from Dec. 28 to Jan. 5 (GMM). One was noted at Langley, B. C., March 24 (DN). Bald Eagles were widely distributed. They came inland along the rivers during the months of salmon spawning and were seen frequently along the Oregon and Washington coasts. A Sauvies Island population of 12 Marsh Hawks was a high count for western Oregon; 3 were seen at Fort Stevens State Park in Oregon, March 10 (AB). A Gyrfalcon was seen perching and hunting at the mouth of the Columbia River on Jan. 27 (AB).

Grouse, Rails, Shorebirds—Ruffed Grouse were present in the Ashnola Valley in early January (GMM); and one was found in Stanley Park in Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 19 (DN). A Virginia Rail
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was detected in MacFadden Swamp, March 24 (JGS). The only Oregon report of Black-bellied Plovers was of 2 at Tillamook, Jan. 6; they wintered in normal numbers an Willapa Bay (AB). Surfbirds were found at Cape Meares, Feb. 21 (AB); and at Yachats, Oreg., March 18-19 (GA). The appearance of Ruddy Turn-stones at Vancouver, B. C., in December and January was unusual for winter (KB). At least 300 Common Snipe were observed in a small area in Mac-Fadden Swamp on March 20; by March 24 "they had either left or dispersed over the countryside where they were more evident than in past months" (JGS). A Willet was seen near Oysterville on Willapa Bay, Jan. 19 (AB). Greater Yellowlegs were observed at Nehalem, Oreg., Dec. 20; Chinook, Wash. and Grays Harbor, Jan. 19 (AB). Ten Rock Sandpipers were seen at Harris Beach near Brookings, Oreg., Feb. 23 (JH). Long-billed Dowitchers were found on Sauvies Island in December (AB); Portland, March 10 (GA); and at MacFadden Swamp, March 24 (JGS). A flock of about 100 Western Sandpipers was observed feeding with Dunlins at Tillamook Bay, Dec. 9 (AB). Wintering Sanderlings were noted at Seattle (VEC); Florence, Oreg., (JO); Coos Bay; Yachats (Lora Kelts); and Vancouver, B. C. (WHH).

Gulls, Kittiwakes, Alcids—There were several records of Glaucous and Ring-billed Gulls. Bonaparte's Gulls were observed at Fern Ridge Reservoir (JO) and Tillamook (AB) in early December; they remained in numbers in the Vancouver, B. C. area until mid-January (WHH). Four kittiwakes were seen offshore at Fort Stevens State Park in Oregon on Dec. 9 (AB). Pigeon Guillemots were present in the thousands at Three Arch Rocks in Oregon on Dec. 9 (AB). Ancient Murrelets lingered in greater than usual numbers at Victoria, B. C., until late February (DS).

Pigeons, Owls, Woodpeckers—Band-tailed Pigeons wintered in small numbers in the Region, subsisting on acorns and holly and madroña berries. Mourning Doves (40) were seen on Sauvies Island, Jan. 11 (AB). Great Horned Owls appeared to be more abundant on Vancouver Island (D. Guthrie, DS, BW). A Snowy Owl recorded on the Christmas count at Vancouver, B. C. (GMM, Jerry van Tets) was seen again on Feb. 19 and March 3 (DN, KB). The seldom-seen Pygmy Owl was discovered on For bidden Plateau on Vancouver Island, Dec. 9 (DS, RS, BW). A Burrowing Owl was seen frequently from Nov. 12 to March 3 on Boundary Bay (DD, Bill Hughes, et al.). Yellow-shafted Flickers were noted in Seattle in December and January (VEC). No Lewis' Woodpeckers were seen at Victoria during the winter season, but Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were considered more abundant (G. A. Poynter, DS).

Flycatchers, Skylarks, Jays, Magpies—Mid-February's freak warm weather probably accounted for the sighting of a Black Phoebe near Ruch on the Applegate River in Jackson County, Oreg. on the 14th. The farthest north extension of range of the Skylarks on Vancouver is Duncan; 6 were seen there on March 9 (T. R. Briggs, DS). The Steller's Jay was routinely reported from most localities; at Eugene, Oreg., this species, unlike the Scrub Jay, avoids both urban and suburban areas, but can be commonly found up the McKenzie River or in the Spencer Butte area (GPM). The Steller's Jay was scarce on Vancouver Island. A pair of Black-billed Magpies wintered on Boundary Bay (KB).

Thrushes—Robins were not numerous anywhere until the latter half of the season. The customary numbers of Varied Thrushes failed to materialize as evidenced by observations at Seattle, Portland, Eugene and Corvallis. Western Bluebird records were few in number: 8 seen in the foothills west of the proposed Willamette Wildlife Refuge southwest of Corvallis, Feb. 9 (JBC, JO, et al.); 4 at Blaine, March 13 (LK); and 1 at Drayton Harbor, March 17 (KB). Townsend's Solitaires were observed in the Ashnola Valley at an elevation of 5500 ft. (GMM). One was seen in West Vancouver, B. C. in January (Kay Smith).

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes—Water Pipits were found on Sauvies Island, Dec. 16 (AB); and on Boundary Bay, Feb. 2 (DN). No Bohemian Wax wings were reported, and Cedar Waxwings were scarce, except at Eugene. On March 24, a shrike, believed to be a Loggerhead, was seen on the Rogue River, Jackson Co., Oreg. (JH).

Vireos, Warblers—A Hutton's Vireo appeared in a back yard for a few days at Mountlake Terrace, Wash. (Zella M. Schultz). Five were seen at Courtenay, B. C. on March 17 (BW). Orange-crowned and Audubon's Warblers wintered at Victoria. The most unusual observation of the season was the "positive" sighting of 2 Palm Warblers near Sidney, B. C. (A. R. Davidson). Could this also be part of the unexplained influx of eastern warblers reported last fall in the Middle and Southern Pacific Coast Regions?

Blackbirds, Cowbirds, Grosbeaks—Three male Tricolored Blackbirds were identified in a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds near Table Rock in Medford, March 16 (JO). A male Brown-headed Cowbird appeared in Vancouver, B. C. on Dec. 16, and remained for a week. A female was seen at a feeder at Corvallis, Feb. 2 (JGS). Evening Grosbeaks were scarce, except in the Cascade Mountains east of Medford where many were seen in January (JH).

Fringillids—Purple Finches seemed in much reduced numbers throughout British Columbia. Pine Grosbeaks were found in the Ashnola Valley (GMM). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were observed at Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood, 1000 on Dec. 10 (GA) and 100 on Jan. 26 (AB). Lesser Goldfinches wintering at Eugene were equally as or more abundant than Am. Goldfinches (GPM). Savannah Spar rows were reported as more prevalent than in previous years on Vancouver Island (DS, RS). A few Slate-colored Juncos wintered at Portland, Seattle and Vancouver, B. C. An interesting banding record of an Oregon Junco is that of an adult male banded on Oct. 22, 1958 at Blaine. It was retaken at the same locality on Jan. 2, 1960, Oct. 19, 1961 and March 11, 1963 (LK). Only a few White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows were seen. After a silver thaw on Feb. 3, Fox Sparrows were plentiful at Corvallis (JGS). Three were banded at Blaine (LK), 
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and a few appeared at a feeding station at Seattle from January into April (VEC). Lincoln's Sparrows were recorded at Corvallis, Feb. 2 to 5 (JGS).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in boldface) —(GA) George Alderson (northwest Oregon); (AB) Alan Baldridge; (KB) K. Boyce; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (WC) Walt Cavanaugh; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (DD) Doug Dow; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. Werner H. Hesse (British Columbia); ( JH) Joseph Hicks (southwest Oregon); (LK) Lucile Kline; (GMM) George M. McKay; (GPM) Gerald P. Morsello; (DN) Doris Nye; (JO) James Olson; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling (Vancouver Island); (JGS) Joseph G. Strauch, Jr.; (BW) Betty Westerborg; (O.A.S.) Oregon Audubon Society; (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society


Spring Migration, 1963

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN—INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers.

With slight variations for so large a region, the weather for the spring period 
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was mild temperature-wise, particularly in central Washington and in the Missoula and Bozeman areas of western Montana. Precipitation showed much more variation, with central and eastern Washington and southern British Columbia very wet until about mid-May, when the weather turned abruptly warm and dry. By contrast, Missoula and the National Bison Range reported abnormally dry conditions for both April and May, while Bozeman continued wet during the period. Baker, Oreg. had a cool mid-April and warmed up somewhat above average after mid-May. Weather seemed to have the most pronounced effect in the Bozeman area, for numerous species appeared early, some very much so. At Columbia Refuge, Othello, Wash., arrival dates were generally earlier than normal, with the conspicuous exception of Blue-winged Teal, which were about 2 weeks late. The season seemed to bring more than the usual number of displacements into and within the Region and in some cases unusually high numbers were recorded.

Loons, Pelicans and Herons—The Common Loon was noted migrating as early as April 21 in the Bozeman–Ennis–Three Forks area, which will be referred to hereafter as the Bozeman triangle. Peak numbers were 30 on April 28 in the above-mentioned locality and 19 at Ninepipe Refuge the first week of May. The Bozeman triangle also had the earliest White Pelican record, April 7. The birds were noted also in central Washington, at Banks Lake (Warren Hall & Lynn LaFave, Jim Acton) and at McNary Refuge, where two separate flights were noted, 30 birds on April 17 and 70 on May 15. A single individual was seen at Ninepipe Refuge, May 1-3. Sixteen Great Blue Herons on the ice at Swan Lake near Vernon, B. C. on March 10 suggested a migrating group.

Waterfowl—Two very late Whistling Swans were at Reardan, Wash. on May 18 (Spokane Audubon Society). Late winter and spring use of Columbia Refuge by this species was up 43 per cent. Noteworthy is a record of 6 or 7 Trumpeter Swans flying north over Missoula, April 5. The species was noted in nesting areas as usual in the Bozeman triangle (PDS, Francis Feist). Canada Geese numbers at Columbia Refuge were up significantly and increased production at Ninepipe Refuge was indicated. A single White-fronted Goose was reported for the Region, April 17, at McNary Refuge. A sprinkling of Snow Geese was noted in central Washington, in addition to the usual movements in western Montana. At Ninepipe, 7 Ross' Geese were seen with 81 Snow Geese on April 30 and 3 or 4 of the former species were identified among Snow Geese along the Clark Fork River near Missoula in mid-April (Philip L. Wright). Phil Lehenbauer described the migration of waterfowl in the Columbia Basin as unspectacular, with wintering birds and migrants intermingling. In general, surface-feeding ducks at Columbia Refuge were down in numbers, while the divers were more numerous than usual. An important exception was the Mallard, with refuge use up 32 per cent over the 5-year average. The outstanding duck rarity was a male European Widgeon on the Little Spokane River near Spokane (WH) and another male at Turnbull Refuge near Cheney, Wash. at about the same time, identified by refuge personnel. Noted in unusual numbers were Ring-necked Duck, 60 at McNary Refuge, and Canvasback, several thousand at Ninepipe (Leon Littlefield). Noteworthy was a pair of Harlequin Ducks at the mouth of Squaw Creek, 20 miles south of Bozeman, May 19 (James Lewis). Equally noteworthy was another pair at Sprague Lake, Wash. on May 4 (WH) and a few Red-breasted Mergansers at Sprague Lake and Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. The total of 7 of the latter species is more than ever noted before in spring in that area (WH & LL).

Hawks—Two exceptionally late dates for Rough-legged Hawks were obtained in the Bozeman triangle: a black phase on April 28 and a light phase, May 26.

Cranes—In addition to the usual reports of Sand-hill Cranes in central Washington and the Bozeman triangle, a single bird appeared near Lolo, Mont. where it is believed that none had been seen for at least 30 years (Dave McClay, PLIV). Ann Ward received a report, apparently accurate although she was unable to verify the observation personally, of 9 of the birds at a slough near Baker, Oreg. The birds have likewise bypassed this area for many years.

Shorebirds—The migration was a good one both in eastern Washington and in the Bozeman triangle, and was rich in both numbers and rarities. The good movement around Bozeman was considered as perhaps related to the abundant rainfall and resulting ponds. Black-bellied Plover were noted in unusual numbers at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. with a peak of 7 on May 16 (JA). Two were noted at Pablo Refuge, Lake Co., Mont., May 10. The Upland Plover is still holding on in small numbers near the Idaho–Washington line east of Spokane (JA, WH, LL). Thirty Semipalmated Plover were seen at Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (JA). Among the rarities was a Willet at Banks Lake on May 4 (WH & LL) and a Knot on the same date in the Bozeman triangle (T. B. Holker). Additional high numbers were shown by Baird's Sandpiper (150, LL), Least Sand piper (25, LL), Dunlin (30, JA), all at Banks Lake, and Long-billed Dowitcher (70 at Reardan, Wash., JA) and Western Sandpiper (75 at Banks Lake, WH & LL). A Marbled Godwit west of the Continental Divide in the Region is always news, but when up to 150 show up in western Montana, as they did at Ninepipe Refuge, one nearly runs out of superlatives. Even the 31 seen at Pablo Refuge about 2 weeks earlier are eclipsed by comparison (Leon L). Some 300 Northern Phalaropes at Lake Lenore, Grant Co., Wash. were unusual (JA).

Gulls and Doves—Ring-billed Gulls wintered at Okanagan Lake near Vernon, B. C. for the first time on record. Bonaparte's Gulls at Baker, Oreg., Reardan and near Hauser Lake, Wash. (WH, LL) and at Pablo Refuge (18) were unusual. A few Mourning Doves wintered at Vernon and young left an early nest on April 30.

Owls, Swifts and Hummingbirds—Long-eared Owls were noted at nests in three localities in central and eastern Washington (JA, WH, LL). Barred Owls were heard on two occasions near Shuswap Falls, 28 miles northeast of Vernon, B. C. (James Grant, M. F. Painter). Jim reports that this species is
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probably one of the most common owls of the interior wet belt of British Columbia and is apparently extending its range southward. About 1000 White-throated Swifts were seen near Lenore Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on May 4, a cloudy, rainy day (WH & LL). The earliest Calliope Hummingbird record was for April 22 at Spokane (S.A.S.) and the Rufous was first seen at Vernon on April 28.

Woodpeckers—"Meriwether," the Lewis' Wood pecker that wintered at Bozeman, left about mid-May. One seen on March 24 at Baker, Oreg., was suspected of having wintered. A drumming male of the scarce Williamson's Sapsucker was located in Mitour Gulch, about 6 miles northeast of Missoula (PLW). Up to 9 Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen in the burned area along Long Lake west of Spokane. A number of the birds moved into the area during the winter, presumably taking advantage of wood-boring insects. A nesting hole occupied by a female was found (S.A.S.).

Flycatchers and Larks—The first Western King bird seen at Vernon, B. C. on May 11 was about 10 days later than the average and by contrast, the van guard of the species appeared in the Bozeman triangle on May 12, considered very early there. At least 500 Horned Larks of the pale northern race were noted in flocks in the Ritzville–Odessa area of Washington on April 27 (JA).

Swallows—The earliest record for Violet-green Swallows was of 3 near Vernon, B. C. on March 8. Cliff Swallows were first observed at Spokane and at Columbia Refuge, in late March. A single bird at Missoula on April 26 furnished a very early record for that locality.

Crows and Jays—Several hundred Common Crows wintered in farmlands east of Vernon, B. C. Clark's Nutcracker was reported only from Vernon and from the Bozeman triangle. In the former area young were out of the nest on May 13 at Okanagan Landing.

Wrens and Thrashers—May 5 was a very early first date for the House Wren in the Bozeman triangle. Other first dates were: Bison Range, April 29 (RLH); Spokane County, Wash., Apr 25 (LL); Pullman, Wash., May 6, and Vernon, B. C., May 10. The Cañon Wren was again noted along the Madison River in the Bozeman triangle. The Rock Wren arrived in this area beginning on May 5, a very early date. A very early Sage Thrasher arrived in summer habitat in this same general area on April 15. A Brown Thrasher mist-netted and banded by Leon Littlefield at Ninepipe Refuge on May 18 furnished the first record for the species for western Montana.

Pipits and Warblers—An aerially performing Sprague's Pipit was seen and heard repeatedly near Three Forks, Mont., far west of its usual range. Warblers made headlines for unusual appearances. A Black-and-white Warbler, carefully checked against a museum specimen the next day, was seen at Pull man, Wash., May 22. Another was identified carefully by Louise S. Nunn at Pasco, Feb. 21, 1961. A Tennessee Warbler, singing vigorously in Bozeman on May 22, was Dave Skaar's first spring record for the area. At Ninepipe Refuge a mist net yielded the first record of the Orange-crowned Warbler for that station. Three Myrtle Warblers along the West Gallatin River in the Bozeman triangle comprised Skaar's second spring record in the area and single birds were identified in Washington at Sprague Lake and Banks Lake (LL) and at Deep Creek near Spokane (JA). At least 30 Townsend's Warblers were noted in their breeding area in Heyburn State Park, Benewah Co., Idaho (JA) and a Northern Waterthrush in the same area was on the western fringe of its range (S.A.S).

Tanagers—First arrival dates for the Western Tanager ranged all the way from April 13 for Baker, Oreg. to May 11-16 in eastern Washington and at the Bison Range, May 25 at Missoula and May 26 in the Bozeman triangle. In the latter area many migrants poured in about June 8.

Finches—Evening Grosbeaks were reported from every station except those of south central Washing ton and Vernon, B. C. and appeared to be most abundant in western Montana. A few Cassin's Finches may have wintered around Bozeman, for flocks in song were found on Feb. 21. The first date for Baker was March 9 and for Missoula, April 3. At the latter locality a migrant flock of at least 200 was noted on May 2 in Mitour Gulch. Red Crossbills went unreported from western Montana, but appeared at Vernon and Baker and in substantial numbers in the Spokane area (S.A.S.). A lone White-winged Cross-bill at Bozeman may have wintered there
.
Buntings and Sparrows—The Lark Bunting staged a phenomenal invasion in the Bozeman tri angle, where it possibly has been noted only once previously. Sightings were made on a number of areas and about 60 birds, males in full song and distributed territorially, were found near Three Forks on May 19. Many birds were still present in the area on June 2, but their summer status is still to be determined. Large flocks of Vesper Sparrows and Oregon Juncos were concentrated along the highway in the Bozeman area by a snowstorm on April 21. A single Oregon Junco still lingered in the Columbia Basin area at Pasco on May 30 (LSN). The Clay-colored Sparrow appeared at Vernon on May 19 and the species again showed up at Missoula (singles) at almost the exact spot where one was collected last spring. The White-crowned Sparrow migration appeared to be an abundant one, except at Baker. The birds appeared to "pile up" during the cold spell between April 19 and May 10 at Vernon. An estimated 1000 of the species near Banks Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on May 4 was certainly a remarkable number (WH & LL). A sprinkling of May records came in for Golden-crowned Sparrows for eastern Washington. Lincoln's Spar rows were reported from many localities, the record for the Bison Range being the first there—mist-netted. Lapland Longspurs were scarce at Missoula, with only 1 seen in March and 2 in April. The species was noted elsewhere only in the Bozeman triangle, with the latest date, Feb. 24. A Chestnut-collared Longspur was engaged in territorial singing at Three Forks, Mont. in the same area where one did likewise in 1961 (see Audubon Field Notes 15(5):483).

Contributors—Except where otherwise noted, credit for observations is as follows: Vernon, B. C.,
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James Grant; Bozeman–Three Forks–Ennis, Mont. area, P. D. Skaar; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, and Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges, Lake Co., Mont., C. J. Henry; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward; Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., Philip A. Lehenbauer; McNary National Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., Frank L. Kenney, and Pullman, Wash., Ruth P. Ownbey, Mrs. S. O. Stanley reported for the Spokane Audubon Society


Spring Migration, 1963

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The rains came and there was much rejoicing! This multi-region had more divergence of weather than usual. In southern Colorado there was continued drought and high dry winds with accompanying dust storms (OR, Mrs. JJC); the southern Colorado Rockies had a tragic lack of snow. In contrast, rains in the Great Basin have been wonderful. Stillwater Refuge, Nev. is back in business after being dried out for several years. Malheur, Oreg. had fine rains. The Silvies River, one of the tributaries to the Malheur sump, ran water for the first time in five years (EK). Ruby Lakes, Nev., which is in a dry basin, has excellent water (DEL). There was so much water in southern Idaho that the geese lost most of their first nesting by flooding on the Snake River at the Minidoka Refuge (SRW). In general, these two months were not too remarkable as the spring goes, but we have more unusual records, which, perhaps, reflects more observers. The increased water supplies augur well for the future. Monte Vista Refuge, southern Colorado, has a different problem—only 5 in. of rain annually. It lies in a stunning setting in the San Luis Valley, a desert floor surrounded on three sides by 13,000 ft. mountains. The Refuge is trying to reintroduce cranes and geese, in addition to acting as a refuge and breeding area to great numbers of other waterfowl. They are hampered by lack of water (CRB). The water comes from wells and springs which have gone dry. Agriculture is profitable in the valley and artesian water is pumped for irrigation; but the water-table is steadily dropping. This is an old story in the West and Southwest—by using bigger and better pumps they postpone until the future unpleasant decisions. The surrounding mountains are overgrazed and hold less water than formerly. Erosion is speeded up. Run-off is easier and less goes into the water-table. This is federal land, but the Administration's feeble efforts to make a change are no better than the previous feeble efforts.

Grebes—There were 1200 Horned Grebes at Minidoka Refuge on the Snake River, southern Idaho, at the end of April—an early date (SRW). Eared and Western Grebes also occur there by the thousand.

Herons—A Little Blue Heron was found dead at Draper, near Salt Lake City, on May 25 (DD). The specimen of this bird—casual in Utah—is preserved.

Waterfowl—There are very good prospects for a better duck breeding season. Goose nesting was delayed by the wet weather, but nesting numbers were good on the Snake River, western Idaho (GHC) and Bear River Marshes, Utah (GMN).

Hawks—Stewart Murie had a Harris' Hawk at close range on April 11, at Parowan, southern Utah. We are not aware of any records for the state. A pair of Black Hawks again was seen in Springdale, along the Virgin River in southern Utah. The nest was first seen on April 9, and photographs were made of the birds (DC, RW). There are four active Golden Eagle nests at the Malheur Refuge (EK). The "order of peck" was demonstrated at Malheur. A Canada Goose took over a Red-tailed Hawk's nest in a cottonwood tree. A Great Horned Owl's nest was taken over by a Red-tail—possibly the evicted one! A Great Horned Owl took over a Swainson's Hawk's nest. Records at Malheur show the Swainson's Hawk less common than 25 years ago (EK).

Shorebirds—Two Dunlins were seen at Market Lake, Roberts, Idaho, on May 10 (AB). This is a rare shorebird in the area. A flock of 450 Marbled Godwits stayed at Lowell Lake, Deer Flat Refuge, for the last two weeks of May (GHC). A concentration of this size is unprecedented for the area.

Gulls—There was a Glaucous Gull, April 7, at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake near Salt Lake City (CL). This bird is rare there.

Owls—A Flammulated Owl was banded at Malheur, May 4 (EK). This bird is considered rare in Oregon.

Swifts—There was a Vaux's Swift at Utah Lake, central Utah, May 12 (GK), where it occurs regularly in migration.

Nutcrackers—Clark's Nutcrackers have disappeared from the mountains north of Denver south to Colorado Springs. There is no explanation; they have not been seen since last year (HRH).

Warblers—Another Bay-breasted Warbler was seen at Cheyenne on May 15 (Mrs. RDH). This bird has been almost regularly reported in spring from this part of Wyoming. There was a Parula Warbler inside the front-range at Decker’s on the South Platte River in Colorado, April 11 (HRH). The date is early, but others were seen about the same time in eastern Colorado—although farther west than generally reported. A Blackpoll Warbler was seen at the Portneuf River, southern Idaho, in early May (SRW). 
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This bird is rare so far west. A Black-throated Blue Warbler was seen at Malheur Refuge headquarters on May 2—one of the first spring records for the state (EK). The most exciting report of a stray warbler, however, is from the Mantle Ranch, Dinosaur Nat'l Monument, northwestern Colorado—a Worm-eating Warbler was seen on May 1 by an observer who knows the bird well (DR).

Bunting—At the Malheur meeting of the Western Bird-banders, June 1, a Painted Bunting was mist-netted for the first record for Oregon (EK). How's that!

Sparrows—A Harris' Sparrow was seen at Market Lake, Rexberg, Idaho, until April 22 (AB). This is a scarce late fall, early spring and sometimes winter visitor in this Region (the farther east one goes the more common it becomes). Black-chinned Sparrows were first seen at Zion Park this spring. They were seen several times from April 24 (RW). A Golden-crowned Sparrow was seen along Shunes Creek in Zion, April 22 (DC). This is one of the few records for Utah.

Contributors—(AB), Al Bruner; (CRB), Charles R. Bryant; (DC), Dennis Carter; (GHC), Gene H. Craw ford; Mrs. (JJC), Mrs. J. J. Crews; (DD), Douglas Day; Mrs. (RDH), Mrs. Robert D. Hanesworth; (HRH), Henry R. Holt; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (EK), Eugene Kridler; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (CL), Charles Lockerbie; (SM), Stewart Murie; (GMN), Gerald M. Nugent; (OR), Oppie Reames; (DR), Dick Russell; (RW), Roland Wauer; (SRW), Sanford R. Wilbur.


Spring Migration, 1963

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

Spring migration began in February when record-breaking warm weather during the second week brought in some remarkably early swallows. April and early May were cool and wet. The last 25 days of May had no measurable rain, and temperatures were above normal. The usual numbers of very early mi grants were reported, but the general impression was that the bulk of the migration was considerably delayed.

Loons, Grebes, Petrels, Egrets—Seven Arctic Loons were found at Tillamook, April 5 (AB). An unusually high concentration (800±) was observed in Active Pass in the Gulf Islands between Mayne and Galiano Islands, May 7 (DS). A Horned Grebe lingered on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., un til May 9 (AB). Fork-tailed Petrels were seen at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., May 15 (JIG). A Snowy Egret (rare) landed on a small pond near Ashland, Oreg., May 6 (J. Reynolds).

Waterfowl—A Trumpeter Swan was seen and heard at Black Creek on Vancouver Island, April 7 (DG, BW). Most of the Black Brant had left by May 18, the last date for which any birds were reported. White-fronted Geese were seen at Hoover Lake, near Medford, Oreg., April 22 and May 6 (A. Butler, JH); at Sauvies Island until May 9; and at Willapa Bay, May 12 (AB). May 3 with 31 on Sea Island, south of Vancouver, B. C. (WHH), and May 4 with 2 at Tillamook (AB) were the last dates reported for Snow Geese. There were several reports of Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal. A very early migrant Cinnamon was a male seen 10 miles north of Medford, March 16 (JO). A male European Widgeon was found at Tillamook, April 5 (AB). Ring-necked Ducks were seen on April 14 and 21 at Vancouver, B. C. (DD), where Canvasbacks were noted last on May 3 (WHH). Lesser Scaup at Stan ley Park, Vancouver, B. C., numbered in the hundreds with a high count of 248 on April 7 which had decreased to 30 by April 28 (DD). An Oldsquaw was noted at Tillamook, April 21 (AB). Harlequin Ducks were seen at Tillamook Bay, May 18 (JBC).

Vultures, Eagles, Ospreys—Oregon records for Turkey Vultures were early: 4 at Medford on March 13 (JH); 5 on the Rogue River (JO); and at Corvallis, Oreg. (JGS), March 16. Golden Eagles were noted near Black Creek at an elevation of 2000 ft., April 28 (BW). Bald Eagles were seen on Sauvies Island, May 3; Netarts, Oreg., May 5; at Willapa Bay, May 12 (AB); and Tillamook Bay, May 18 (JBC). Ospreys returned on March 25 to a nest on the Rogue River that has been occupied by this species for over 15 years (JH). Single individuals were seen at Vancouver, B. C., May 3 (WHH), and at Eugene, Oreg., May 23 (GPM). A Peregrine Falcon was dis covered on Sauvies Island, April 12 (AB).

Cranes and Rails—Sandhill Cranes were observed on a lake at Howard Prairie, 20 miles west of Ashland, Oreg. (H. Cannasto). On April 3 a flock of over 30 lingered at Northy Lake on Vancouver Island, their usual stopping place (BW). They were seen on Sauvies Island from April 12 to May 24 (AB) and 2 were observed in Victoria, B. C., in mid-May (ARD). A Sora (uncommon) was identified at Radford's Swamp, Black Creek (DG).

Shorebirds—A Black Oystercatcher was seen at Oyster Bay on Vancouver Island, May 11 (Norma Haas, BW). Three Semipalmated Plovers were dis covered at MacFadden Swamp, 12 miles south of Corvallis, Oreg., April 30 (Robert M. Storm) and one was carefully noted on Sauvies Island, May 3 (AB). A pair of Snowy Plover was seen on Willapa Bay, May 12 (AB). Surfbirds, first seen at Bar View, Tillamook Co., Oreg., on April 5 declined in numbers from 45 to 8 on April 21 (AB). Ruddy Turnstones were noted at Clover Point, Victoria (ARD, GAP), at Willapa Bay, May 12, and at Tillamook, May 15 (AB). Black Turnstones numbered 40 at Garibaldi, Tillamook Co., Oreg., April 21, and had decreased to 13 by May 4 (AB). Wandering Tattlers were observed at Garibaldi, May 5. Greater Yellowlegs at MacFadden Swamp, seen in numbers between March 20 and 23, had left by March 28 (JGS). At Hoover Lake a few were seen in late April (A. Butler, LT, JH). Knots (6) were seen at Canoe Pass, near Ladner, B. C., May 11 (WHH). A Rock Sandpiper was discovered at Bar View, April 5 (AB). Pectoral Sandpipers were observed at Ocean Shores, May 15 (JIC). Two Long-billed Dowitchers out of a group of 15 were banded at MacFadden Swamp, April 21 (JGS). About 45 (a high count) were found on May 6 at Hoover Lake, where on May 20 an Am. Avocet was discovered (JH). A Wilson's Phalarope was observed at Canoe Pass, May 11 (WHH) and 2 were seen on Hoover Lake, May 20.

Gulls, Terns, Alcids—Bonaparte's Gulls appeared at Qualicum on Vancouver Island, April 10 (BW) 
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and reached their peak in May: 2500 at Active Pass (DS) and 600 at Vancouver, B. C. (WHH). A small flight of Common Terns moved through Drayton Harbor, near Blaine, Wash., May 12 (WHH). Two Caspian Terns were found on Willapa Bay, May 12 (AB). A Black Tern was seen at Hoover Lake, May 20 (JH). Tufted Puffins were at Three Arch Rocks, Oreg., May 5 (AB).

Pigeons and Owls—Band-tailed Pigeons were mi grating in large flocks in the Rogue River Valley and foothills near Medford from April 1 to 25 (JH). The only Barn Owl of the season was seen at Allison Road, Victoria (GAP). A Short-eared Owl remained on Sauvies Island until May 9 (AB).

Swifts and Hummingbirds—Vaux's Swift was recorded first on April 14 at Alouette Lake in British Columbia (DD) and later in the month at Eugene (GPM). All other records were for May: Eagle Gorge in King County, Wash., May 5 (DW, fide VEC); 60 at Medford, May 8 (JC); and 3 in Mason County, Wash., May 26 (BB). A male Rufous Hummingbird appeared in a garden at Medford, Feb. 23 (Mrs. F. Jones). Mrs. Lucile Kline at Blaine saw a pair on March 11; the first bird appeared at Hubbard, Oreg., March 13 (TM). Other localities did not record Rufous Hummingbirds until well into April. Hundreds were observed on telephone wires at Ocean Shores on May 15 (JIC). An interesting record of an Allen's Hummingbird was reported from Hubbard, April 8. The bird hovered for a moment only 2 feet away from the observer sitting on a log. The bright orange throat patch and green back were clearly seen (TM). A Calliope Hummingbird was seen in Med ford (JH).

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—A Lewis' Wood pecker was noted on Barnston Island, near Vancouver, B. C., May 4 (WHH). The Ash-throated Flycatcher arrived at Medford the first week in May. A Say's Phoebe was observed near Dodge Bridge on the Rogue River, March 12 (JH). Traill's Flycatchers, Western Flycatchers, Western Wood Pewees and Olive-sided Flycatchers were not common until late May.

Swallows, Jays, Wrens—The earliest Violet-green Swallow was seen on Feb. 11 at the Game Commission Pond, near Medford (LT). In March they were seen regularly and frequently throughout the Region. February dates for Tree Swallows were numerous: Feb. 11 at the Game Commission Pond (LT); Feb. 16 at Longview, Wash. (AB, JBC, JO); Feb. 17 at Comox, B. C. (DG, BW); Feb. 23 at MacFadden Swamp (JGS); Feb. 24 at Seattle (VEC); and Feb. 25 at Hubbard (TM). Rough-winged Swallows were noted at Drayton Harbor, May 1 (WHH); at Eagle Gorge, May 5 (DW, fide VEC); and at Pitt Meadows, B. C., May 6 (DD). Barn Swallows were first seen at Vancouver, B. C., April 26 (DD). Cliff Swallows arrived at Eugene, April 16 (GPM). A flight of 4000 to 5000 Cliff Swallows, accompanied by a few Purple Martins, stopped at the Game Commission Pond, May 2-4 (JH). Two Purple Martins observed at Willapa Bay, May 12, were noteworthy (AB). A Gray Jay made an unexpected appearance at Talent, Oreg. in the Rogue River valley on April 28 (LT). House Wrens arrived at Canoe Pass, May 11 (WHH); and at Hubbard, Oreg., May 13 (TM). Three were found on the Tillamook burn, May 18 (JBC). Rock Wrens had appeared in Medford by the first week in May (JH).

Mockingbirds and Thrushes—A Mockingbird was seen and heard singing at Phoenix, Oreg. in mid-April (Ralph Browning). Hermit Thrushes on Alouette Mountain, May 29, were probably breeding birds. There were no early records of Swainson's Thrushes. The Western Bluebird is becoming a rare bird in the Region. There were no reports from any observers. An interesting find was a Mountain Blue bird at Black Creek, May 12 (DG, Theed Pearse). A mated pair of Townsend's Solitaires was noted in the foothills west of Ashland, Oreg. early in April (FS). A single individual was feeding along the edges of Hoover Lake in the manner of a shorebird (JH). Two were seen at Alouette Lake, May 15 (DD).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings—Ruby crowned Kinglets were last seen at Seattle, May 5 (VEC). Water Pipits passed through British Columbia from April 14 to May 11. A Loggerhead Shrike (seen occasionally in all seasons in Jackson County, Oreg., TM) was discovered on the Rogue River road, March 24 (JH). The Starling appears to be increasing in numbers at Miracle Beach on Vancouver Island (BW).

Vireos and Warblers—A high count of Hutton's Vireos was 5 seen at Courtenay on Vancouver Island, March 17 (DG). Solitary Vireos were late. The Red-eyed Vireo is increasing in numbers in the Campbell River area on Vancouver Island; the first arrival was on May 16 (BW). Two were seen at Alouette Lake, May 21 (DD), and at Portland, Oreg., May 30 (JBC). An early Warbling Vireo was heard near Ashland, Oreg., April 18 (FS). Orange-crowned Warblers arrived at Medford, April 5 (JH); at Eugene, April 6 (GPM); at Seattle, April 7 (VEC); and at Hubbard, Oreg., April 8 (TM). A Nashville Warbler was discovered at Pitt Meadows, B. C., May 6 (DD). Yellow Warblers arrived at Hubbard, April 29 (TM); in most localities they were scarce. Audubon's Warblers were down in numbers. The less common Myrtle Warbler was seen in two places: Miracle Beach, April 25 (BW), and Pitt Meadows, May 6 (DD). The Black-throated Gray Warbler was seen in Eugene, April 28 (GPM), but was not noted in other localities until the first or second week in May (AB, DD, JH, TM). Very early were several Townsend's Warblers at Miracle Provincial Park, April 7 (DG, BW). Hermit Warblers were observed at Medford by the first week in May (JH), and several were seen on Larch Mountain, east of Portland on May 24 (AB). The first migrant Yellowthroat was noted on April 8 at Hubbard, Oreg., where a Yellow-breasted Chat was seen on May 13 (TM). A Wilson's Warbler was observed at Campbell River, April 4 (early, BW).

Blackbirds, Orioles, Cowbirds, Tanagers—Yellow-headed Blackbirds were seen on Vancouver Island on May 18 (GAP) and one was on Sauvies Island on April 12 (AB). Two adult male Hooded Orioles and a female were closely observed at Ashland on May 15 (FS) to provide the first report of this species for 
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Oregon. Bullock's Orioles had arrived in Medford by the first week in May (JH); single individuals were sighted at Medina, May 10 (Walter Hagenstein); at Corvallis, May 19 (JGS); and at Hubbard, May 20 (TM). Brown-headed Cowbirds had increased in numbers on Vancouver Island (DS, BW), and in northern Oregon (JBC). Western Tanagers showed a neat, consistent migration. Localities for this species with arrival dates are listed in order from south to north: Medford, early May (JH); Eugene, May 10 (GPM); Hubbard, May 13 (TM); Seattle, May 14 (BB, EB, VEC); and Alouette Lake, B. C., May 17 (DD).

Grosbeaks, Finches, and Sparrows—Lazuli Buntings were seen in Medford the first week in May (JH). Most observers who found Evening Grosbeaks at all reported them very scarce. House Finches were found at Campbell River, April 6 (BW). A heavy Pine Siskin flight was reported at Medford and Corvallis. Am. Goldfinches (1000±) were foraging in an orchard in early May at Corvallis (JGS). Lesser Goldfinches were present in small numbers at Eugene (GPM). Savannah Sparrows were noted along the Rogue River on April 25 (JH), and at Seattle, April 27 (VEC), but were not seen at Vancouver, B. C., until May 3 (WHH). A Grasshopper Sparrow was an unexpected visitor seen on the "Big Day" bird count at Medford on May 30, and again on June 2 and 4 (JH, John Linn, Jr.). It was carefully identified by appearance and song. A Harris' Sparrow (uncommon), a male in breeding plumage, was dis covered at Victoria, May 20 (DS). Between April 1 and April 25 White-crowned Sparrows were sighted at many locations in the valley and foothills in Jack son County, Oregon. Resident birds arrived in early April, while the gambelii race passed through in May. Golden-crowned Sparrows made a poor showing. One or two Lincoln's Sparrows frequented a feeder daily from April 28 to May 5 at Burnaby, B. C. (WHH).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in bold face).—George Alderson (northwest Oregon); (AB) Alan Baldridge; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JIC) Mrs. J. I. Colwell; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (DD) Doug Dow; (DG) David Guthrie; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse (British Columbia); (JH) Joseph Hicks (southwest Oregon); (TM) Thomas McCamant; (GPM) Gerald P. Morsello; (JO) Jim Olson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling (Vancouver Island); (JGS) Joseph G. Strauch, Jr.; (FS) F. Sturges; (LT) Mrs. Leroi Tompkins; (BW) Betty Westerborg; (DW) Dick Witt.


The Nesting Season, 1963

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN—INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers.

The Region experienced an abnormally cool summer, with precipitation in some areas much above average. June temperatures were average to below; moisture was below normal in the western part of the Region, but abundant in western Montana. July continued cool over the Region, with rainfall average or less, except for the Missoula area, which continued wetter than normal. Almost no summerlike weather occurred, except for the third week of June and the first half of August. Growth of vegetation was favored and summer drying out was considerably retarded in many areas. All in all, the season appeared to be a favorable one for birdlife, with good nesting success.
Credit for reports, unless otherwise indicated, is as follows: National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry; Missoula, Mont. area, Ralph L. Hand; Bozeman–Ennis--Three Forks area, P. D. Skaar; Baker, Oreg. area, Ann Ward; Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Wash., Philip A. Lehenbauer, and McNary National Wildlife Refuge, Burbank, Wash., Earl M. Brooks.

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Herons, Ibis—An immature Common Loon, seldom reported in the Region, was seen at Osoyoos Lake in extreme southern British Columbia (Werner and Hildegard Hesse). Noteworthy numbers of Red-necked Grebe nests were found at two localities: 14 at Swan Lake, Vernon, B. C. (James Grant) and 11 on Ninepipe Nat'l Wildlife Refuge (Allan and Helen Cruickshank). Four broods of the Eared Grebe furnished the first breeding record for the species for Columbia Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. The Cruickshanks reported 30 nests of the Western Grebe on Ninepipe. White Pelicans were noted from southern British Columbia to eastern Oregon. A flock of about 65 was seen on July 23 high in the vicinity of Skaha Lake in the Penticton, B. C. area, where it is not known to breed (JG) and a group of 20 at Richland, Oreg. in late June surprised Ann Ward for the same reason. The birds also were noted at McNary Nat'l Wildlife Refuge and at O'Sullivan Dam (Jim Acton) in Grant County, central Washington. Two decidedly unusual records wee of 4 immature Black-crowned Night Herons and 2 White-faced Ibis on Ninepipe, both new station records (AC & HC).

Waterfowl—The best success on record at Nine-pipe, 24 broods and 122 young, was reported (Leon Littlefield). Record production for waterfowl was noted at Columbia Refuge and was believed to be up about 20 per cent over 1962. Next to the Mallard in numbers at Columbia were the Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal. The Fish and Wildlife Service McNary Refuge is farming about 300 acres on the Ringold Waterfowl Area along the Columbia River in central Washington, in an effort to prevent depredations by waterfowl upon adjacent farms. Of special interest was a lone male Oldsquaw at Columbia Refuge in mid-June, the first summer record for the station.

Gallinaceous Birds—Nesting success for the Blue Grouse appeared to be good at the National Bison Range. Four broods, containing 35 young, were noted, July 25 (AC & HC) and refuge personnel have seen them more frequently than usual. At Columbia Refuge Ring-necked Pheasants and Chukars appeared to be having excellent success. The Red-legged subspecies of the latter was introduced there this April. The pheasants were noted as numerous also at McNary Refuge and the Bison Range.

Rails, Shorebirds and Gulls—A Virginia Rail, acting as if it had a nest nearby, was observed near Harrison, Mont. on July 7. This is the first summer record for the area and one of the few for the state (P. D. Skaar). A pair of Marbled Godwits, acting as if they had young nearby, was observed near Belgrade, Mont. on June 22 (T. B. Holker). Sixty Northern Phalaropes were seen on the Bison Range potholes on July 24 (AC & HC). Long-billed Dowitchers in spring plumage were seen in the Bozeman–Three Forks–Ennis triangle on July 7. In this same area a high of 60 Franklin's Gulls were observed on June 16. A single observation of this species was made in the west potholes area of Grant County, Wash., where it is rare, on June 27 (PAL). Perhaps the most amazing occurrence for the season was some 300 Sabine's Gulls at Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on June 9 and about 4 hours later about 80 miles to the east at Reardan. Even one of this species is remarkable in eastern Washington. A possible ex planation is a 35-40 m.p.h. wind which was blowing from the northwest at the time (Warren Hall & Lynn LaFave).

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls, Goatsuckers—Mourning Dove numbers at Missoula were the reverse of usual, for, in July, when they normally increase, the trend was downward and continued thus to the end of the period. Four observations of the Black-billed Cuckoo, the first for the area, were obtained at the Bison Range during July (AC & HC, CJH, Vic Lewin). A pair of Long-eared Owls nested at Lavington, B. C. Three flying young, still calling for food, were seen on July 15 (JG). One was seen near Belgrade, Mont. where it is seldom observed. A nest of the Poor-will 
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with 2 young was found near Okanagan Landing, B. C. on July 23 and the young were flying three days later (JG).

Swifts and Hummingbirds—Black Swifts were noted at the Bison Range (AC & HC, CJH) and in Glacier National Park (Thomas H. Rogers). Vaux's Swift was reported from Baker County, Oreg., (James G. Olson) and Pend Oreille County, Wash., (LL, Spokane Audubon Society), all in June. All species of hummingbirds seemed scarce for the Region as a whole. Not a single Rufous was seen at Missoula, the first time since 1952.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—Two Williamson's Sapsuckers were noted on Baldy Mountain near Osoyoos, B. C. (WH & HH). Up to 10 Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers remained in the burned-over area along Long Lake just west of Spokane, Wash. A female Northern Three-toed Woodpecker was observed in the Sullivan Lake area, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (S.A.S.). Flycatchers of the usual species were reported in good numbers. The Ash-throated was noted in Grant County, Wash. in the O'Sullivan Dam area (JA) and at Columbia Refuge (WH & LL). An Olive-sided Flycatcher in the latter locality on June 9 was unusual, as the species ordinarily is found in the mountains (WH & LL). A pair of Say's Phoebes reared 2 broods in a carport in Vernon, B. C. Two nests of Hammond's Flycatchers were located at Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash.; one contained eggs and the other apparently had small young (Bob & Elsie Boggs).

Swallows and Jays—Hand noted only one small colony of Violet-green Swallows at Missoula, this adjacent to a lumber yard, a cement plant and a small sawmill! On the other hand, Tree Swallows there appeared to be increasing. An adult Barn Swallow was still feeding young out of the nest on Aug. 24 at Columbia Falls, Mont. (THR). A recently vacated nest of the Gray Jay found near Vernon, B. C. contained pupae of the parasitic fly, Apaulina.

Creepers, Wrens, Thrushes—A Brown Creeper was observed on the nest in the Little Pend Oreille Lakes area in eastern Washington (SAS). The Cañon Wren, observed during spring along the Madison River in southwestern Montana, was not seen again and may have abandoned its nesting site. A Brown Thrasher, carefully identified, was noted on May 19 and 20 at Pasco, Wash. (Louise Nunn). At Laving-ton, B. C. a young Robin was found dead in the nest, apparently killed by Apaulina larvae (JG). A number of observations of Western Bluebirds were made at the Long Lake burn west of Spokane. The Mountain Bluebird continued scarce at Missoula but a pair was seen gathering food in June. About 12 nests of Townsend's Solitaire were noted in the Vernon, B. C. area. One contained a Brown-headed Cowbird egg in addition to 4 solitaire eggs. Another contained larvae of Apaulina.

Pipits, Vireos, Warblers—At least 3 singing male Sprague's Pipits were found in two different areas, near Three Forks and Manhattan, Mont. from June 2 to July 4. This is the first record for the area, except for an old record by Thomas, quoted by Saunders. Otherwise the closest reported locality is Great Falls. It appeared very likely that the birds were breeding. A Solitary Vireo on June 7 and 10 was a new station record for the Bison Range (AC & HC) and 1 in Sourdough Canyon in the Bozeman area in July was the third for that locality. Nashville Warblers, seldom reported for the breeding season in the Region, were noted on three occasions in the vicinity of Osoyoos, B. C. (WH & HH). One seen on July 18 at the edge of Missoula suggested that it may have summered nearby. A three-story Yellow Warbler nest found at Swan Lake near Vernon, B. C. had a set of warbler eggs and a cowbird egg in the bottom nest, 3 warbler and 2 cowbird eggs in the middle nest and 2 young warblers in the top one. The Northern Waterthrush was reported from only one location, Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LL, SAS). A nest of the Am. Redstart at Lavington, B. C. contained 2 redstart eggs and a cowbird egg (JG).

Blackbirds, Tanagers—Three Bobolinks were seen on two occasions in early June at Cusick in north eastern Washington (JA, LL, SAS) and a pair was noted near Valley, Stevens Co., Wash. on July 29 and Aug. 6 (LL). Much suitable habitat exists in eastern Washington and the future success of the species there will be followed with interest. Six of this species were seen at the Bison Range on July 16 (AC & HC). The species is rare in that area. About 600 nesting pairs of Yellow-headed Blackbirds were at Swan Lake, Vernon, B. C., outnumbering the Red-winged, which was estimated at 400 pairs. A concentration of some 5000 of the latter species was noted at Cusick, Wash. on Aug. 3 (JA). The nest of a Western Tanager, containing 4 eggs, was found at Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (BB & EB).

Finches and Sparrows—A pair of Black-headed Grosbeaks, uncommon in North Okanagan, was believed to have nested near Vernon, B. C. On the Little Spokane River near Spokane about 10 pairs and young were noted (Vee Nealey & Connie Smedley). In Baker, Oreg., a brood of House Finches was successfully reared in a container for papers by the front door of Stan Ingram's home. The rack contained greenery placed there as Christmas decorations. Pine Siskins, Am. Goldfinches and Red Crossbills were scarce in the Missoula area, but appeared to be in average or above normal numbers in the Spokane area. The nest of a Green-tailed Towhee, containing 4 eggs, was found in the Bozeman area on July 4 (Donald R. Skaar). The Rufous-sided Towhee appeared to be much on the increase near Spokane, with flocks of 15-20 seen by the first week of August (LL). The massive spring invasion of Lark Buntings did not stay in the Bozeman area. The species was not observed there after June 2. A singing male Grasshopper Sparrow near Three Forks, Mont. on June 30 was unusual. An estimated 6 pairs nested on about 1 square mile of grassland on the Indian Reserve 4 miles northwest of Vernon, B. C. Clay-colored Sparrows showed up unexpectedly in western Montana: a singing male for several days in early July at Missoula, at least 3 singing males near Manhattan in June and July and another singing male 
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south of Three Forks in June. The only other record for this southwestern part of Montana was a June, 1961 observation at Sheridan. A nest of Brewer's Sparrow in the Bozeman area contained 3 eggs on June 19 (PDS) and another near Virginia City contained 4 eggs on July 17 (C. V. Davis). A Lincoln's Sparrow, the second for the station, was seen at the Bison Range on June 14 (AC & HC). A singing male Chestnut-collared Longspur was again found singing near Three Forks, Mont., June 2.


The Nesting Season, 1963

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

The controlling factor, water, for breeding waterfowl was set in the last two seasons and in this season the harvest came. It appeared to be a better breeding season than there has been in several years. July was hot and very dry. In many areas of the Great Basin, Utah, Wyoming and the central Rockies there was no precipitation in July, but daily thunderstorms started in August. Landbirds as well as waterfowl appeared to have a good breeding season, but there are fewer substantiating figures. There was a 75 per cent increase in breeding Mourning Doves at Clear Lake in the Klamath Basin (EJO'N).

Swans—Ruby Lakes reported record production of the Trumpeter Swan with 4 nests and 11 cygnets surviving (DEL). At Minidoka Refuge on the Snake River, southern Idaho, the first goose nesting was 80 per cent destroyed by early high water, but these birds nested again successfully with near normal results (SRW). The ducks there are mostly Mallards and Gadwall about 5000, which is normal. By the end of July the population rose to 35,000, because of the influx of molting Am. Widgeons, Mallards and Gadwalls on Lake Wolcott (SRW). Although Monte Vista Refuge was hit by a water shortage, the number of Mallards present has almost doubled—up to 14,800. Other species, which are less numerous, were somewhat off (GPE). The refuge has grown, accounting for the increase. Several broods of Buffleheads were found on Lake Yellow stone on July 28 (OKS). Apparently this bird breeds more commonly in northwestern Wyoming than has been supposed. The only rare ducks reported were 4 male and 2 female Wood Ducks at Deer Flat Refuge (WCR). This is the largest count in this region for this rare duck.

Hawks—The Black Hawk nesting attempt near Springdale, southern Utah, raised no young (DLC). A Goshawk nested at Bryce Canyon Nat'l Park (DR). We hope these rare mountain hawks will survive.

Eagles—In spite of allowable shooting of the Golden Eagle in central Wyoming, three nests just north of Casper successfully raised 2 young each. A nest just a mile north of the city, however, was destroyed (OKS). Three young birds of the year were seen in the Kolobara region of Zion Park, July 25 (RW).

Swifts—Black Swifts were reported at Moraine Park and Bear Lake in Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park on four days in the third week of August, with up to 3 birds at a time (TC). It is known there are relatively large colonies of these birds in the Colorado Rockies, but the habitat is so inaccessible that they are rarely reported. There were 5 Black Swifts at Salt Lake City, June 18 (GK).

Hummingbirds—A Rivoli's Hummingbird was seen at a feeder on the eastern slope of the Rockies, just south of Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park, Aug. 5 (TC). The bird is casual in Colorado, but this is far east.

Swallows—Fifteen Purple Martins—a rare bird in Utah—were seen near Heber on July 10 (GK). This points to a breeding colony in the area.

Warblers, Vireos—A Bay-breasted Warbler was collected on the west side of Upper Klamath Lake on July 6 (RGMcC), the first record for Oregon. A Red-eyed Vireo was found east of Upper Klamath on the same date by the same observer. This specimen also was collected.

Orioles—Scott's Orioles were found at 2 different localities in the juniper forest just south of Salt Lake City, June 29-30 (RF, GK); this is far north for the bird. One was seen carrying food.

Grosbeaks and Buntings—A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was found at 8000 ft. in the front range of the Rockies (Rocky Mountain Nat'l Park), July 16 (TC). This is far west for this bird. Evening Grosbeaks turned up at Durango, July 12 (OR). An Indigo Bunting was banded in Oak Creek Canyon, Zion Park, July 11 (RW). This seems remarkably far west for this bird, but it is the second record for this Park.

Contributors—(DLC), Dennis L. Carter; (TC), Ted Chandik; (GPE), George P. Eustis; (RF), Reed Ferris; (GK), Gleb Kashin; (DEL), Donald E. Lewis; (RGMcC), R. G. McGaskie; (EJO'N), Edward J. O'Neill; (OR), Oppie Reames; (WCR), William C. Reffalt; (DR), Dick Russell; (OKS), Oliver K. Scott; (RW), Ronald Wauer; (SRW), Sanford R. Wilbur


The Nesting Season, 1963

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

The June-August period of 1963 has produced "the year without a summer." June was near normal, but July was one of the wettest and coolest ever recorded. August was also a very cool month. An unusual occurrence was the frequent thunderstorms in the Region. Most observers felt the weather had no great effect on nesting birds. Some delayed nesting, particularly in July and August, was noted however.

Grebes, Petrels and Cormorants—A Horned Grebe was seen near Mitlenatch Island in the Strait of Georgia in mid-June (GvT). Evidence that the lighthouse on Destruction Island, off the Washing ton coast, is still taking its toll of Leach's Petrels is the record of 100± seen flying about the lighthouse the night of July 23 with several picked up dead at its base the following morning (LL). Approximately 360 pairs of Pelagic Cormorants nested along the south shore of Mitlenatch Island, but few raised young successfully because of heavy predation by crows (GvT). They were nesting on Haystack Rock, near Pacific City, Tillamook Co., Oreg., July 1 (TM).

Herons and Bitterns—The observation of a juvenile Black-crowned Night Heron at Glen Lake near Victoria, B. C. is the first sight record of this species for Vancouver Island (T. R. Briggs, Mrs. F. Hurlock, DS). Am. Bitterns were found at Endall Swamp, Black Creek on Vancouver Island in June (DG, BW).

Waterfowl—Black Brant were seen at Black Creek until late in June (BW), and on Destruction Island, July 23 and 24 (LL). A female Lesser Scaup was found on a pond below Fern Ridge Reservoir, Eugene, Oreg., June 16 (JO). A pair of Common Goldeneyes spent the summer at Blaine, Wash. (LK). An Old-squaw seen on Mitlenatch Island in June and July was unusual at that season (GvT). A male Harlequin Duck and 25 immatures and/or females were seen south of Cape Alava in Clallam County, Wash., July 6 (DW). Fifteen were counted on Destruction Island, July 23 and 24 (LL).

Hawks and Eagles—A melanistic Red-tailed Hawk was seen circling over Dead Indian Road, Jackson Co., Oreg., June 29. The bird was totally black with a red tail (JO). A Golden Eagle's nest with 2 young was found on the cliff of Willow Creek Canyon, south of Madras, Jefferson Co., Oreg., June 11 (TM). An Osprey's nest at Point Roberts was blown down in the October storm of 1962. No Ospreys were seen in the area this season (WHH). An immature Peregrine Falcon was observed on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., July 26 (AB).

Rails, Shorebirds—Nests of the Virginia Rail and the Sora were found in a small marsh east of Corvallis, Oreg. (JS). The Snowy Plover now appears to be a scarce bird on the Oregon coast. Two early breeding records of the Killdeer were a nest with 4 eggs in Victoria, March 24 (Ralph Fryer), and one with 3 eggs at Corvallis, March 28 (JS). Common Snipe and Spotted Sandpipers were scarce at Vancouver, B. C. (WHH). At least 3 Wilson's Phalaropes spent the summer at MacFadden Swamp, south of Corvallis. A search for nests was unsuccessful, probably because the habitat had been disturbed by agricultural activities (JS).

Gulls and Terns—On Mitlenatch Island nesting pairs of Glaucous-winged Gulls numbered 3000, and 1295 of the young were banded (GvT). On Destruction Island 1000 Glaucous-winged Gulls had many chicks in all stages of growth on July 23 (LL). The 260 Ring-billed Gulls observed on Tsawwassen Beach in British Columbia on Aug. 17 were probably very early migrants. Bonaparte's Gulls, known to summer at least occasionally on Vancouver Island, appeared in the unprecedented numbers of 6000 at Oyster Bay in mid-July (DS). The Heermann's Gull, which breed's in Mexico and wanders north after nesting, made an exceptionally early appearance at Coos Head, Coos Co., Oreg., June 15 (JO). Caspian Terns were sighted at Tsawwassen Beach, July 6 (WHH, PM) and at Oyster Bay, July 15 (Doris Nye). Perhaps the most surprising record of the summer was the discovery of two breeding areas of the Black Tern. Six active nests were found in a small marsh near Corvallis, Oreg. (JS). In British Columbia, near Pitt Lake, a nest containing 2 young was first seen on July 13 (WHH, PM) and later on July 17 (Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Dow).

Alcids—Nesting colonies of Pigeon Guillemots were observed on the cliffs near the Arago Light house, Coos Co., Oreg. (GPM). The 250 or so pairs on Mitlenatch Island suffered heavy nest predation from gulls, crows and garter snakes (GvT). The first young Marbled Murrelets were seen at Victoria, July 6 (G. A. Poynter). Rhinoceros Auklets were nesting in the thousands on Destruction Island, July 23 and 24 (LL). Breeding Tufted Puffins were noted at Haystack Rock (TM), and on Destruction Island (LL).

Doves, Owls, Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds—Mourning Dove nests with eggs were found at Hubbard, Oreg., May 17 (TM); and at Alouette 
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Lake in British Columbia, June 1 (WHH). Great Horned Owls had 2 eggs in a nest on Feb. 18 at Hubbard. On April 22 the young had left the nest but were seen nearby (TM). A Pygmy Owl was seen on Larch Mountain, east of Portland, Oreg., on May 24; and one was heard at Meadowlake Dam, south west of Portland, on May 26 (AB). Two Poor-wills were flushed at dusk from the slopes of Roxy Ann Butte, near Medford, June 19 (JO). The earliest arrival date for the Common Nighthawk was May 27 at Comox, B. C. (DG). A good breeding season for Rufous Hummingbirds was experienced; they were nest-building at Hubbard on May 13 (TM), and a nest with eggs was found at North Bend, King Co., Wash., May 18 (BB, EB). By mid-July a 60 percent increase of Rufous Hummingbirds, mostly immatures, was noted at Phoenix, Oreg. (RB), and a good number was observed feeding on huckleberry blossoms at Pole Patch Campground, Gifford Pinchot Nat'l Forest, Skamania Co., Wash. (BB, EB). Nests with young were observed on July 12 at Blaine (LK), and on July 22 at Hubbard (TM).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—No Lewis' Wood peckers were known to have nested at Victoria. In the last decade these birds have experienced a steady decline. Habitat changes, the increase in breeding Starlings, and possibly the use of insecticides have been blamed (DS). Nestlings were being fed at Pitt Meadows, B. C., July 13 (WHH). A Williamson's Sapsucker nest was found in the Ponderosa Pine forest west of Sisters, Deschutes Co., Oreg., June 10 (TM). A pair of Western Kingbirds spent the summer south of Corvallis, but no nest or young were found (IS). An Ash-throated Flycatcher was seen at Hubbard, June 30 (TM). On the Applegate River, near Ruch, Oreg., a pair of Black Phoebes was noted on territory from May 30 to July 11 (JH, Jack Reynolds, FS). Western Flycatchers began nest-building on a downspout under a house overhang at Seattle, June 3. The first egg was laid on June 9, and the clutch was complete with 4 eggs on June 12. The young fledged on July 12 (BB, EB). A nest containing three young was found on a ledge inside a women's rest room at Champoeg State Park in Oregon, July 12 (TM). Since the young had already survived the 4th of July week end the observer gave them a good chance of making it!

Swallows, Jays, Bushtits—An exceptionally large brood of 7 young was one of 2 successful nestings of Violet-green Swallows at Blaine (LK). A female banded at Blaine in 1962 was found dead at Langlie, B. C. on May 23. Young fledged from a nest box in Seattle on July 13 (VEC). At Blaine Tree Swallows hatched 93 eggs of which 66 young were successfully fledged (LK). Rough-winged Swallows were nesting at Hubbard, June 24 (TM). Barn Swallows were considered very abundant by most observers (GPM, JS, WHH, et al.). Steller's Jays were feeding young out of the nest at Seattle, May 18 (VEC); and at Burnaby, B. C., May 31 (WHH). By mid-July many immatures had appeared at Ashland, Oreg. (RB). At Hubbard a pair of Scrub Jays was feeding 3 well-grown young in a nest in a holly tree on May 3 (TM). Common Bushtits began building a nest on Feb. 10 in Seattle. This nest came to grief when the tree was cut down a few days later (Mildred Powell). A nest building started on Feb. 21 at Woodburn, Oreg., appeared to be complete on March 22 (Omer Adkin son, TM). Common Bushtits were feeding young in a nest at Seattle, May 19; the nest was repaired, presumably by the same pair, on June 11, and young of the second brood were being fed on July 3 (VEC).

Nuthatches, Wrentits, Catbirds—White-breasted Nuthatches were feeding young in a nest box near Hubbard, May 12 (TM). Wrentits were seen frequently from June 16 to Aug. 9 at Charleston, Coos Co., Oreg. (GPM). An immature Catbird and several adults were seen at Pitt Meadows, July 13.

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Waxwings—Robins had an extended nesting period, with first nest building on March 15, and young still in the nest on Aug. 9. Mountain Bluebirds fed 3 fully feathered young in a nest in a fence post near the summit of Dead Indian Road, Oreg., June 29 (JO). On the slopes of Badger Mountain, Skamania Co., Wash., at 4400 ft. elevation, Mountain Bluebirds carried food to young in a nest hole 26 ft. up in a tall snag, July 21 (late) (BB, EB). Positive proof of the breeding of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in Oregon was established with the finding of a nest on Roxy Ann Butte, near Medford, May 30. The nest, eggs and incubating female were photographed (Mrs. Howard Bush, JH, Mrs. Leroy Tompkins, et al.). Cedar Waxwings apparently had a good nesting season.

Crested Myna—A slight increase in numbers was noted. A few were seen in Whalley, south of the Fraser River in British Columbia (WHH).

Vireos and Warblers—A Hutton's Vireo was heard in Miracle Beach Provincial Park on July 26 (BW). A nest of the Solitary Vireo with 2 young and 1 egg was found at Camp Adams, near Colton, Clackamas Co., Oreg., June 8 (TM). The Red-eyed Vireo was reported as more common from several British Columbia localities: 2 at Victoria, where they are rare (DS, RS); an increase in the Courtenay–Black Creek area where they were seen as far north as the Campbell River (BW); and "slightly more abundant" at Vancouver, B. C. (WHH). An Orange-crowned Warbler flushed from a nest at Hubbard on May 20, but the nest itself was not found until May 27, at which time it held 3 young (TM). A male Town send's Warbler was observed feeding a juvenal at Sidney, B. C., June 23.

Blackbirds and Grosbeaks—Nesting Yellow-headed Blackbirds were found near the Game Commission Pond at Medford (JH), and in a small marsh east of Corvallis (JS). Three Tricolored Blackbird colonies, averaging 40 individuals each, were found in Jackson County, Oreg. (RB, JH). Recently fledged young were being fed by a Black-headed Grosbeak at Seattle, July 10 (VEC).

Finches and Sparrows—House Finches were incubating eggs by April 26 at Hubbard (TM), and young birds appeared at feeders at Seattle, May 24 (VEC) and at Richmond Beach, north of Seattle, June 16 (DW). An Am. Goldfinch nest at Hubbard held 4 eggs on June 17 and 6 eggs plus one Brown-headed Cowbird egg on June 24 (TM). Immatures 
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were being fed at Richmond Beach, July 25 (DW). Young Am. Goldfinches were observed being taught to drink by the parents in a bird bath at Blaine (LK). Rufous-sided Towhees began nest-building at Seattle, April 7. The nest was completed on April 16, held 3 eggs on April 21, and tiny young on May 4 (BB, EB). A nest with 4 eggs was discovered at Hubbard, May 18 (TM). Juveniles were foraging for themselves at Richardson's State Park, Oreg., June 16 (JO). At Medford, Oreg., a Grasshopper Sparrow was seen making repeated trips carrying insects, June 26; no nest was found. On Aug. 15, 2 immature birds were discovered (JH). A Vesper Sparrow's nest at Hubbard, June 3, contained 4 young. Fox Sparrows (15) were seen on Destruction Island, July 23 and 24 (LL).

Contributors (sectional editors' names in bold face)—(AB) Alan Baldridge; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning (southwest Oregon); (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (DG) David Guthrie; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse (British Columbia); (JH) Joseph Hicks; (LK) Lucile Kline; (LL) Lynn LaFave; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (PM) Paul McKenzie; (GPM) Gerald P. Morsello; (JO) Jim Olson; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling (Vancouver Island); (JS) Joseph Strauch; (FS) Frank Sturges; (GvT) Gerry van Tets; (BW) Betty Westerborg; (DW) Dick Witt.
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