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Autumn Migration, 1960

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

The fall period throughout the Region could certainly be characterized as mild, with temperatures generally above normal and precipitation below normal, until near the end of October, when a storm period brought rain or snow, according to the elevation. November was anywhere from slightly above average to decidedly above average in precipitation, but continued mild temperatures caused most of the moisture to fall as rain. A light
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snow cover or none at all prevailed at most localities at the end of the period, with the exceptions of Banff, Alberta, with about 6 inches, and Libby, Mont. with about 5 inches. The mild weather appeared to produce no general change in pattern for the migration. At Baker, Oreg., Red-winged and Brewer's Blackbirds and Common Crows disappeared early but Mountain and Western Bluebirds lingered late. In eastern Washington Snow Buntings and rosy finches appeared early. E. D. Beacham reported for southwestern Alberta and adjacent British Columbia; R. L. Hand, Missoula and Lake Counties, Montana; C. J. Henry, the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; P. D. Skaar, Bozeman and Ennis Lake, Montana; Ruth P. Ownbey, Pullman, Wash., and Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. Any exceptions or additions to the above are indicated in the text.

Grebes and Herons.—A concentration of at least 1000 Eared Grebes had moved into the Soap Lake area, Grant Co., Wash. where they winter, by Nov. 11 (Lynn LaFave). Two sightings were reported for immature Black-crowned Night Herons, uncommon in eastern Washington: 1 at Reardan and 2 at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., both on Aug. 30 (LL and-Warren Hall).

Waterfowl.—A record number of ducks was on the lakes of the Columbia Basin in early November, according to the Spokane Chronicle, reporting comments of game department officials. About 250,000 of the birds were counted on Banks Lake, Moses Lake and the Potholes Reservoir. About 190,000 were Mallards. In late October over 20,000 geese were counted in the same general area (Spokane Chronicle). Four White-fronted Geese were noted on Grant County, Wash., lakes (LL & WH) and one was shot near Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont. A single Cackling Goose was seen at Park Lake, Grant Co., on Nov. 11 (LL & WH). The Am. Widgeon was a common migrant in several localities. Several hundred were at Ninepipe on Oct. 13, when only Mallards outnumbered them there. About 1000 Shovelers were noted wintering in the Lenore Lake area, Grant Co., Wash. (LL & WH). Several other rarities turned 
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up: an immature Surf Scoter at Turnbull Wildlife Refuge near Cheney, Wash. (Spokane Bird Club, LL & WH); 4 White-winged Scoters on Lake Minniwanka, Banff National Park, British Columbia (C. Hitchon, I. Halladay), and a single male Greater Scaup at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. The latter was seen in good light at 200 ft. with a 20 X scope. The species is not previously listed for Montana.

Gallinaceous Birds.—.Six Sage Grouse, rare in eastern Washington, were observed southwest of Creston, Lincoln Co. (LL & WH). The species was also reported from Meagher County, Mont. Chukars were reported as increasing in the Soap Lake area, Grant Co., Wash. (LL & WH) and very common at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. The White-tailed Ptarmigan was noted during the summer and fall in Glacier National Park at altitudes ranging from 7000 to 9300 ft. (Richard E. Johnson).

Shorebirds.—This and the following group came in for the lion's share of rarities. Hall and LaFave are responsible for the following records, except where otherwise noted: 2 Am. Golden Plover at Reardan, Wash. on Sept. 28, 1 at the same place on Nov. 6 (SBC) and 2 at Harrison Lake, west of Bozeman, Mont. (P. D. Skaar); a Wandering Tattler near the British Columbia—Alberta border west of Banff (David W. Sonneborn, Jan Simon and George Wilson); a Ruddy Turnstone at Reardan on Aug. 30; 3 Dunlins at Stratford Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 11; the Stilt Sandpiper at Reardan, and Sander-ling at Soap Lake and at Ennis Lake in Montana (PDS).

Jaegers and Gulls.—An adult Long-tailed Jaeger near Ritzville, Wash. on Aug. 22 constituted the third record for eastern Washington (LL). A Glaucous Gull was identified at short range on the Spokane River near Gonzaga University, Spokane, on Nov. 11 and a Mew Gull appeared at the same spot a few days later (LL). A Franklin's Gull was observed in this same area in mid-November (SBC, LL & WH) and one was collected at Reardan on Aug. 30 (LL & WH). It seems likely that the man-made lakes in the Columbia Basin are responsible for bringing previously absent species of waterbirds into central and -eastern Washington.

Swifts and Woodpeckers.—Four of the rarely reported Black Swifts appeared at the Bison Range on Aug. 2. Yellow-shafted and hybrid Flickers contributed a small burst of reports. Three hybrids and a Yellow-shafted were noted at Pullman, Wash.; 1 hybrid appeared at Davenport, Wash. (WH & LL), and 1 Yellow-shafted (or hybrid) was seen at Two Medicine Lake, Glacier Nat'l Park (RED. This is the first for the Park. The scarce Williamson's Sapsucker, a female, was identified on Pine Creek near Baker, Oreg. The equally scarce White-headed Woodpecker almost made it into Spokane, as 1 was seen at the western edge of the city in Indian Canyon (S. 0. Stanley). Unusual was a Lewis' Woodpecker in the Waterton Park area of southwestern Alberta. The species has been noted in the area only three times in five years.

Swallows and Jays.—A massive gathering of 1000 Barn Swallows was encountered at Oroville, Wash. on Sept. 9 (Bob & Elsie Boggs). A single straggler of this species was found at Silver Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. on the late date of Oct. 22 (WH & LL). A notable number (25-30) of Clark's Nutcrackers was seen at Sumpter, Oreg. on Sept. 29 and a flock of 40 or 50 was found in the Ghost River area along the front ranges of the Rockies in southwestern Alberta in mid-September (IH).

Chickadees, Wrens and Catbird.—Some 50 Chestnut-backed Chickadees and 1 or 2 of the rare Boreal Chickadees were seen in the Salmo Pass area of northern Idaho (WH & LL). Two Long-billed Marsh Wrens at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Nov. 11 represent a late date for these birds (WH & LL). The latest date reported for the Catbird was Sept. 17 at Libby, Mont. (James Peterson).

Thrushes, Pipits and Waxwings.—Robins with intentions of wintering appeared scarce except at Baker, Oreg., where at least a hundred were present on Dec. 8. Mountain Bluebirds appeared to be scarcer than ever in the Missoula area, but several other localities reported flocks. At Baker, 40-50 were noted on Nov. 25 and 2 were still present on Dec. 8. At least 1000 Water Pipits were noted at Reardan, Wash, on Sept. 20 (WH & LL). Up to 200 were seen in the Bozeman, Mont. area. Bohemian Waxwings so far have not given much promise of a "waxwing winter," although a flock of about 250 was noted at Missoula and about 1000 were noted at Calgary in late November. The birds were feeding on the berries of the Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) at the Bison Range.

Warblers and Blackbirds.—Warblers trickled through in small numbers as usual, except for Audubon's, which at times appeared in small flocks and was the commonest species. Wilson's Warbler was seen commonly at Waterton Park in late August (Dick Dekker, CH) and was numerous in early September at Baker. At least 2 Myrtle Warblers were recognized in a flock of Audubon's at Missoula on Sept. 14 and one was noted the following day. Missoula and Bozeman reported many Brewer's Blackbirds but the species appeared scarce in eastern Washington and Oregon. A late individual was still at Davenport, Wash. on Nov. 25 (WH & LL). A female Bullock's Oriole was found dead near Spokane on Sept. 21, a late date (WH & LL). A continuing mystery in the Region is the whereabouts of the Brown-headed Cowbird in the fall. Hand points up the question with the observation that only once in 23 years has he seen any after the last of July. That time was in 1958, when flocks occurred during late August and the birds were observed up to Sept. 6.

Finches and Sparrows.—Pine Grosbeaks seemed to be staging something of an invasion, particularly in the Calgary, Alta. area. A flock of at least 75 was observed along the Little Spokane River at Spokane on Dec. 3 and 4 (Jim Acton, SBC). Flocks were occurring regularly at Bozeman (PDS, C. V. Davis) and the species appeared to be rather common at Missoula. The Gray-crowned Rosy Finch was common to abundant at several localities. The species was noted earlier than usual in eastern Washington, where some 500 were noted in Grant and Lincoln Counties. A largely albino individual was collected in the area 
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(WH & LL). Redpolls have beep almost completely absent thus far. Red Crossbills were noted around Banff, Waterton and Glacier Nat'l Parks in good numbers but were sparse in most other areas. White-winged Crossbills, always scarce, were noted at Red Eagle Lake in Glacier Park in late August (REJ). A Savannah Sparrow at Reardan, Wash. on Nov. 25 furnished a late record (WH & LL). Chipping Sparrows were reported as late as Oct. 23 (1) at Spokane (SBC); Oct. 7 (1) at Pullman, Wash., and Oct. 3 (small flock) at Missoula. Decidedly noteworthy was the sighting of a Harris' Sparrow at Missoula on Oct. 17. This is the fourth record in 23 years. White-crowned Sparrows were migrating between Aug. 28 and late October, with a straggler near Baker, Oreg. on Nov. 27 (Gertrude Inman). Sixty were banded at Spokane; this is more than double the number banded there in any of the three previous autumns (TR). One individual, banded on Sept. 18, was recaptured on Oct. 2, suggesting that the migration is a leisurely affair for at least some of this species. Golden-crowned Sparrows were reported at Bow Lake, Banff Nat'l Park in August and at Flo Lake, Kootenay Nat'l Park on Sept. 10 (Aileen Harmon). Eight Lincoln's Sparrows were banded at Spokane, between Sept. 10 and 30. This compares with none banded in 1958 and 1959 and 1 banded in 1957 (TR). Six birds of this species were noted at Deep Creek, west of Spokane, on Sept. 20. This was the largest number observed at any one time (LL). Lapland Longspurs appeared at Bozeman on Oct. 16 but at Missoula they arrived on Sept. 10 and stayed until Nov. 12, with the maximum number about 35 birds. The earliest appearance of the Snow Bunting was on Oct. 13 at the Bison Range, where they were much more common than in the two previous years.
[No contributors were acknowledged]


Autumn Migration, 1960

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

Drought is a normal phenomenon in this Region so when to call a drought unusual is
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a problem, but this year is different ! For instance, in central Wyoming the official average rainfall is being changed from 15 inches to 11 inches, but this year to-date there have been only 6 inches. At Ruby Lakes,
in northeastern Nevada, the water level is the lowest in 30 years. Malheur, in eastern Oregon, had the lowest water level in 20 years. We are, therefore, going through the greatest drought in many years. Apparently, this fall was warmer than usual and the migration was later than usual. We have a bumper crop of off-beat warblers. Eugene Kridler has replaced Dave Marshall as biologist at Malheur. Mr. Kridler has done some netting and banding of landbirds, as well as waterfowl. This has resulted in many new records for Malheur and distribution lists must be revised again.

Swans.—There were 3450 Whistling Swans, Nov. 13, at Malheur on Harney Lake, which this year had most of the waterfowl. This is the highest swan count in 3 years at Malheur (Kridler). Harney Lake is an overflow of Malheur—now largely dry—and has dried up more slowly than Malheur. Six pairs of Trumpeter Swans now live in northeastern Nevada outside Ruby Lakes (Clair Aldous). Ruby Lakes raised 3 cygnets; Malheur perhaps 9. There is hope this species is spreading out again in the Great Basin.

Geese and Ducks.—The waterfowl concentration at Malheur in eastern Oregon, with the lower water levels, was way down. Kridler reported an immature Greater Scaup collected during banding operations on Nov. 18. This bird is thought to be very rare inland, but is so easily missed it may be more common. It has been seen twice before at Malheur, one of the oldest and best watched spots in the western United States. An immature Barrow's Goldeneye was caught at the same time. The Barrow's Goldeneye is not a rare bird in this Region, merely so in a flat basin like Malheur. In the Klamath Basin the peak duck concentration was during Oct. 16-22 with 1,685,000 on Tule Lake and 1,931,000 on Lower Klamath. Peak goose concentrations occurred a little later, in the first week of November, with 251,000 on Tule Lake and 200,000 on Lower Klamath. These figures are not unusual for this ornithological paradise. A blizzard and freeze-up came on Nov. 20 and only a mere 30,000 birds remained (R. M. Abney). Unusual ducks at Klamath were 2 European Widgeon, Nov. 24 (McCaskie), and 1 Surf Scoter on Oct. 29 (Anderson). Another Surf Scoter was seen for the second time in 3 years (OKS) at Casper in central Wyoming, 1000 miles to the east, on a refinery waste lake on Oct. 30. Perhaps more of these birds are moving through this Region than we had thought. An Oldsquaw was collected at Lower Klamath, Nov. 14 (Linn Howard). There are now several records for this bird in the area. At Bear River Marshes, at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake, the water level was very low through the summer and early fall; consequently, the waterfowl numbers were down. However, only 3500 birds were lost from botulism. Later the water level improved (after the irrigation season) but the food supply was limited due to the previous drought. Marvin P. Duncan, the assistant refuge manager, reports the peak of the waterfowl was 624,000 on Sept. 19. This is a little better than last year and later. A breakdown of their principal species shows:
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Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho is a fall and winter refuge. In summer, grains are grown around the lake to feed the migrants and the lake itself is a small-boat recreation area. As mentioned in previous issues this is principally a Mallard refuge. The build-up in ducks continued through the fall, and at the end of this time there were 480,000 Mallards present and lesser numbers of other ducks. The next most common were: 60,000 Pintail; 50,000 Am. Widgeon and 50,000 Shoveler. A peak of 5500 Canada Geese occurred, Nov. 2 (Gene Crawford). At Stillwater in western Nevada the low water levels have caused a drastic reduction in the usage of the refuge. Their fall peak was only 58,200 ducks in the last week of September. The record high was in 1958 with 191,000 on Nov. 9. After September the water shortage caused continued deterioration of the habitat and the waterfowl fell off. The Mallard doesn't mind cold weather and ice, and by the end of this period most of the waterfowl at Stillwater were Mallards: about 12,000 on Nov. 17 (John Kiger). The Mallard remained in central Wyoming in the Riverton area several 1000 strong in a territory where there is almost no open water and where the temperature drops repeatedly below zero. The birds glean in old grain fields and maintain an open spot or two on Ocean Lake (OKS). Another Mallard refuge is the new and growing Monte Vista Refuge in central-southern Colorado. This fall there were more birds using the area than ever before: by the end of this period there were 79,000 Mallards and lesser numbers of other ducks. The Pintail at 7840 and the Green-winged Teal at 1000 were the next most common (Charles R. Bryant).

Hawks.—This year the central Wyoming eagle flyway was not in operation until November, when up to 8 were seen in the air at once. There was a good flight on most windy days during the month of November (OKS).

Shorebirds.—There were 30 Red Phalaropes on Lower Klamath, Nov. 25 (McCaskie)—a very unusual record. Anderson had a total of 18 in the same area, Nov. 12-17.

Roadrunner.—Miss Reames had one for the first time at Durango, Nov. 10-11.

Owls.—A Pygmy Owl was reported in southern Colorado north of Durango, Oct. 31 (Reames). This little owl may be more common in the central Rockies, but is rarely reported, although one bird is regularly found in the cemetery at Salt Lake City. Glebe Kashin found it there by Nov. 19.

Jays.—A Scrub Jay was found at Laramie in southeastern Wyoming in the yard of Prof. A. B. Mickey on Oct. 29. Apparently, this jay does occur in southern Wyoming, but has not been reported for several years. Two Scrub Jays were reported by Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss high on the mesa in western Colorado. This must be the edge of its range.

Wrens.—The Winter Wren is seen irregularly in the central Rockies. Kashin had one on Oct. 30 in City Creek Canyon at Salt Lake City.

Starlings.—This bird is reported as increasing at Ruby Lakes, Nev. They were seen there last year for the first time and recently Clair Aldous saw 15. Apparently, this is the pattern all over the Region.

Warblers.—Don Thatcher found a Bay-breasted Warbler at Genesee Mt. Park just west of Denver on Oct. 1. There are 3 other records for Colorado. This is rather amazing as the Colorado Rockies or plains are not the general habitat of the Bay-breast. Oppie Reames reported a Worm-eating Warbler picked up freshly dead at Durango on Oct. 22. This is unprecedented. Townsend's Warblers were reported from such widely diverse areas as Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming on Sept. 13 by Mrs. Hanesworth and the headquarters at Malheur in the eastern Oregon sage-brush by Kridler on Sept. 6 and subsequent days, not having been seen there in the fall before. A male Black-throated Blue was collected at Malheur, Sept. 27. This is the second record for the refuge and eastern Oregon (Kridler).

Grosbeaks.—Pine Grosbeaks seem more common than usual west of Denver (DT). Mrs. Lambertsen had 10 in Rawlings for the first time on Nov. 15. Previously, she had seen them on the breeding range in the nearby Snowy Range. They were also seen in numbers at Casper.

Sparrows.—Harris' Sparrow was reported from Malheur, Oct. 22 to Nov. 6, two at a time being seen and banded (Kridler). All birds were immature, as they are in the fall and winter in Wyoming and Utah. As far west as eastern Oregon this would be a rarity. In Wyoming it is a regular winter visitor. On Sept. 18-19 Kridler also banded and collected a White-throated Sparrow.

Longspurs.—Again this year R. G. McCaskie found Lapland Longspurs at Lower Klamath. This year there were at least 200 on Nov. 24-25. This species is not unusual in the same type of habitat on the Wyoming plateau in the eastern part of this Region. Among the longspurs he found a Snow Bunting, a species that occurs there more frequently. 
[No contributors were acknowledged]
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Autumn Migration, 1960

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

A good breeding season for most birds has resulted in increased numbers of birds, especially passerines, being
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observed in fall migration. Weather conditions were practically normal everywhere. Seattle's rainfall in November totaled 7.97 inches, twice the normal amount, but it was far below Seattle's wettest November, in 1942, when 9.4 inches of rain fell. Some observers noted the relative abundance of fringillids as opposed to insectivorous birds that were seemingly abundant all summer. Flycatchers, vireos, warblers, tanagers and thrushes were scarcer than in 1959; finches and sparrows were more numerous. The Varied Thrush was a notable exception, as it was scarcely seen at all in the fall of 1959, and was reported this year by practically all observers.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters, Petrels.—The loon migration was generally light. The first Arctic Loon noted on the Oregon coast was one at Tillamook, Oreg., Oct. 1 (JBC, JO). The first Red-necked Grebes were seen at Comox, B. C., Aug. 22 (TP). An increased number of Horned Grebes in ratio to the less numerous Eared was noticed at Victoria, B. C. (ARD). Western Grebes were first noted at Grayland, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., Aug. 24 (LDL); and more than 500 were counted in Drayton Harbor, near Blaine, Wash. in October (LK). Twenty-two Sooty Shearwaters were found dead along the beach at Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash. on Aug. 23 (LDL); thousands were seen from a fishing boat at Neah Bay in Clallam County, Wash. on Aug. 27-28 (DG, fide GA); an estimate of millions was made at Seaside, Oreg., Sept. 5 (Erline Hevel, Aileen Pierson); and a report of thousands at Depoe Bay, also on the Oregon coast, Oct. 19, is the largest number ever seen there by Elizabeth A. Baker. Yet from Victoria comes the news that the Sooty Shearwaters "that usually occur in flocks of a hundred or more in September off the Victoria waterfront were entirely absent" (DS). A Fulmar was found dead, and another one (both light phase) collected at Westport, Aug. 25. A Leach's Petrel was carefully observed with a scope when seen flying one-fourth mile off the ocean beach at Grayland (LDL).

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons.—Brown Pelicans (uncommon) were seen at Tillamook, Oct. 1 (JBC, JO). Several thousand Double-crested Cormorants were noted flying in a northern direction off Gray-land, Aug. 24 (LDL). The Brandt's Cormorant was reported at Point Roberts, Oct. 9 and Nov. 13. Great Blue Herons lingered longer than usual at Blaine. The Green Heron was noted at Bear Creek, near Phoenix, Oreg., Aug. 22 (RB); at Pitt Meadows, B. C., Sept. 4 (JS); and at Portland, Oreg., Nov. 8 (GA).

Swan, Geese, Ducks.—A single Whistling Swan was discovered on Long Beach Island in Willapa Bay on Oct. 29 (JBC, JO). The first migratory Canada Geese were a flock of 135 on Sauvies Island, Sept. 5 (JBC, JO). They were seen at Blaine, Oct. 7 (LK); in Seattle and Medina, Wash. in mid-October (VEC, WMH); at Phoenix, Nov. 2 (RB); and at Boundary Bay, Nov. 11 (GMM). Black Brant were early. One was seen sitting on a sand bar at Tokeland, Pacific Co., Wash., Aug. 23 (LDL); and 8 were found at Point Roberts, Nov. 13. White-fronted Geese were seen flying over Victoria, Sept. 24 (ARD). This bird is rare on the Oregon coast, and a notable record is that of 3 seen at Tillamook, Oct. 1 (JBC, JO). The Snow Goose winters in large flocks off the mouth of the Frazer River in British Columbia with the first (1200) seen at Sea Island, Oct. 30. Because stragglers occur only at infrequent intervals on southern Vancouver Island, the pair of adult Snow Geese seen on the Oak Bay Golf Course, near Victoria, the last two weeks in November, attracted much attention. Blue-winged Teal (uncommon) were seen at Blaine, Wash. in September; some were banded at the Skagit River Game Reserve on Oct. 3 (LK). A male European Widgeon was seen at Esquimalt Lagoon, Victoria, Nov. 5 (V.N.H.S.); and one on Sauvies Island in November (Barry Lowitz, fide GA) was shot by a hunter who mistook it for a Redhead, on which there is no open season this year! Ring-necked Ducks were reported only from Blaine and Vancouver, B. C. Canvasbacks were scarce. Barrow's Goldeneyes (32) were seen at Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 5; and 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 15, Number 1  68

had increased to 60 by Dec. 3. The Hooded Merganser was first seen at Medina, Oct. 30 (WMH), and at Stanley Park, Nov. 5.

Hawks.—A flight of 85 Turkey Vultures represented a higher-than-average count at Victoria (DS). One was seen at Point Roberts, Sept. 5 (Warren Hall, fide LFL); 3 at Brooking, Oreg., Sept. 17 (RB); and 13 closely following the shoreline, in west Seattle, Sept. 20 (ELC). On the basis of records received, the Rough-legged Hawk shows a definite increase this fall. It was observed at Victoria, Oct. 22 (ARD); at Point Roberts, Oct. 23 and 29; at Long Beach Island, Oct. 29 (JBC, JO); and at Marpole, B. C., Nov. 2 (WH). Golden Eagles were watched feeding on a dead doe deer near Ashland, Oreg., Nov. 20 (RB). A Bald Eagle was seen at Cape Alava, Olympic Nat'l Park on Aug. 19 (GA). An Osprey was observed at Point Roberts,. Aug. 27, and 2 were noted at Pitt Meadows, Sept. 4, while 2 were seen flying south over the ocean beach at Tillamook, Oct. 1 (JBC, JO). The Peregrine Falcon was reported only from Comox (TP) and Tsawwassen Beach in British Columbia (WHH, et al.). Also worth noting is the occurrence of a Pigeon Hawk at Comox (TP), and Westport (LDL).

Quail.—An exceptionally late breeding record of the California Quail was provided by a female at Phoenix, Oreg., incubating 8 eggs, Aug. 29, which hatched on Sept. 1 (RB).

Cranes, Rails, Shorebirds.—Sandhill Cranes were observed at Victoria on Sept. 3 & 4 (ARD, GAP). A flock of 12 spent the night in a field west of Victoria on Sept. 12 (DS). About 130 were seen on the Columbia River, near Ridgefield, Clarke Co., Wash. Since this is just across the river from Sauvies Island in Oregon 555± seen on the island on Oct. 16 (JBC) probably included some of the same birds. Three juvenile Soras were found at Stanley Park, Sept. 17. The Black Oystercatcher, an uncommon visitor in the San Juan Islands, was seen on Low and Lopez Islands on July 23 and 30 (JB); and was seen at Cape Alava, Aug. 19 (GA). Four Snowy Plover, 2 of which were collected, were noted at Tokeland, Aug. 23 (LDL). Over 40 were seen on Sept. 16 at Gold Beach, Josephine Co., Oreg. (VKC), where an Am. Golden Plover also was seen. Other records of the Am. Golden Plover were 1 each in widely scattered localities in Victoria on Aug. 20, Sept. 17, and Oct. 8 (V.N.H.S.). The Knot, an uncommon migrant along the coast of British Columbia, was seen at Tsawwassen Beach, Aug. 27 (WHH, et al.), and at Victoria, Oct. 1 (ARD). The rare Marbled Godwit (2) was approached to within ten feet at Tokeland, Aug. 23 (LDL); and one was found at Clover Point near Victoria from Sept. 28 until late October (V.N.H.S.). An inland record of the Sanderling was one at Lake Sammamish east of Seattle, Sept. 25 (WMH, Pauline Wood). Both Red and Northern Phalaropes were observed at Tokeland, Aug. 24 (LDL); and thousands were seen at Neah Bay, Aug. 27 & 28 (DG, fide GA).

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, Alcids.—The first Pomarine Jaeger for Mt. Rainier Nat'l Park was seen at an elevation of 6600 ft., above Paradise, Sept. 1 (JB). This season's record of the Skua came from Oak Bay, Victoria (C. Guiguet). Glaucous Gulls were seen at the city dump in Vancouver, B. C. on several occasions by Frank Oldaker. A good movement of Ring-billed Gulls was in progress at Tokeland, where 1000± were seen on Aug. 23 & 24 (LDL). Approximately 100 were resting on the water at Centennial Beach at Boundary Bay, Sept. 18 (GMM). Franklin's Gulls were again reported this fall: at Stanley Park, and Tsawwassen Beach, Aug. 13; at Blaine, Aug. 24; and at Victoria (at least 6—GAP). The maximum count of Bonaparte's Gulls was 400 on San Juan Island, Aug. 22 (JB); and of Heermann's Gulls, 350 at Tokeland, Aug. 23 (LDL). Four Common Terns still at Blaine on Nov. 24 (LK) set a new extreme in late dates for this species. Two Caspian Terns were observed at Westport, Aug. 23 (LDL). A movement of 1017 Common Murres in a two-hour period in a northwesterly direction off Point Roberts, Nov. 13, may have been part of a cross-migration from Puget Sound to the open coast (WHH). An immature Tufted Puffin was found dead at Westport, Aug. 24 (LDL).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The build-up of Common Nighthawks on Vancouver Island, which started in late July, continued through August. In traveling a 100-mile stretch of highway between Comox and Victoria, David Stirling counted 400 on Aug. 18; 167 flew south at Miracle Beach Park, Vancouver Island on Sept. 3 (W. J. Merilees); 6 were seen circling over Phoenix, Sept. 10 (RB). A dense flock of 250 Black Swifts was seen flying ahead of a cold front squall cloud at Miracle Beach Park, Sept. 4 (DS); this species was last reported from Lake Terrell, south of Blaine, Sept. 11. The last Vaux's Swifts noted were at Medina on Sept. 5 (WMH). A Rufous Hummingbird was seen in a Seattle garden on Nov. 15 (Mrs. J. I. Colwell).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—Red-shafted Flickers, from 12 to 15 at once, were frequently seen eating pears in Mrs. Kline's yard at Blaine. A Pileated Woodpecker was observed at Point Roberts, Nov. 13. A Lewis' Woodpecker appeared at Blaine, Aug. 26. The Eastern Kingbird was reported from Pitt Meadows, July 30, where 2 Western Kingbirds were seen on Sept. 4 (JS). A Black Phoebe was seen at the Applegate River, near Medford, Oreg., Sept. 4 (RB); and nested in this same area 2 years ago (Thomas McCamant and James Hicks, fide RB). The Traill's Flycatcher was last seen at Little Mountain, Vancouver, near Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 4 (GMM). The Western Flycatcher was last seen at Medina, Sept. 10 (WMH); the Western Wood Pewee, at Pitt Meadows, Sept. 4.

Skylark.—The Skylark observed 3 miles southwest of Friday Harbor on San Juan Island on Aug. 14 was a new sight record for the state of Washington (JB).

Swallows, Jays, Chickadees.—The Violet-green Swallow was last seen at Mountlake Terrace, north of Seattle, Sept. 27 (ZMS). Other late dates are: Tree Swallow, Medina, Sept. 23; Barn Swallow, Sea Island, Oct. 30 (unusual); Cliff Swallow, Gardiner, Oreg., Sept. 17 (VKC); and Purple Martin, Mountlake Terrace, Sept. 8. Steller's Jays, so scarce a year ago, have taken over the bird feeders on Vancouver 
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Island, and at Burnaby, B. C. Black-billed Magpies (7) were feeding on a dead doe deer near Ashland, Oreg. on Nov. 20 (RB). A pair of Common Ravens was hunting grasshoppers on Hurricane Ridge, 5200 ft., Olympic Nat'l Park on Aug. 21 (GA); 3 were seen at Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 20. A Chestnut-backed Chickadee was roosting in a swallow birdhouse at Phoenix on Sept. 24, and a Plain Titmouse used the same box for roosting on Nov. 22 (RB).

Dippers, Catbirds, Thrushes.—Dippers are regularly found at Goldstream on Vancouver Island with the salmon run in November, but 10 on Nov. 5 is regarded as double the normal number (V.N.H.S.); a single bird was observed at Steilacoom, Wash., Nov. 11 (Mabel Larrison). Two Catbirds were carefully observed at Tokeland, Aug. 24 (LDL). Large flocks of Robins appeared in October and November, with largest numbers seen at Mountlake Terrace, Oct. 11; in south Seattle they were foraging on Madrona berries, Oct. 13 & 21, and Nov. 25 (BB, EB); and 3500 were estimated at a roost on Bear Creek in Jackson County, Oreg., Nov. 25 (RB). The first Varied Thrushes arrived at Victoria, Sept. 13 (ARD); and at Mountlake Terrace, Sept. 25 (ZMS). One was heard on Pilchuck Mountain in Snohomish County, Wash., Oct. 1 (BB, EB). Two Hermit Thrushes were at south Seattle, Sept. 17-18 (BB, EB); and 2 individuals banded at Mountlake Terrace, Sept. 26 (ZMS); another one passed through Medina, Nov. 28 (WMH). The Swainson's Thrush was last seen at Seattle, Sept. 13 (VEC).

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—A single Water Pipit was flitting about on the shore at Boundary Bay, Sept. 18 (GMM). The highest count was 42 at Blaine, Sept. 23 (LK). Fifteen were counted on a school lawn at Phoenix, Oct. 20. Fifty Cedar Waxwings approached from the west and settled in the trees at Point Roberts, Sept. 18 (GMM); they were foraging with Robins and Starlings on Madrona berries in a yard in Seattle, Nov. 25 (BB, EB). The Northern Shrike was at Pitt Meadows, Oct. 10; at Blaine, Oct. 19; and at Point Roberts, Oct. 29. Starlings (5000±) were roosting at Bear Creek, Nov. 25. Between 3500 and 4000 were at a roost on the Ballard Bridge in Seattle, Dec. 4 (ELC). At Vancouver, B. C., the usual roosts were not yet occupied at the end of November.

Vireos, Warblers.—A singing Solitary Vireo was at Mountlake Terrace, Sept. 13; where a Red-eyed Vireo was banded on Sept. 2 (ZMS). Twenty-five Warbling Vireos were concentrated at Point Roberts, Sept. 5 (Hall, fide LDL), and were reported from Mountlake Terrace and Phoenix the same day. Better than usual flights of warblers were noted the last part of August and the first week in September (GAP, LK). An unusually late date for the Orange-crowned Warbler is Dec. 3 at Marpole (WH). Nashville Warblers were seen west of Phoenix, Aug. 28; and at Rim Village, Crater Lake Nat'l Park, Sept. 11. A concentration of 87 Yellow Warblers at Marpole, Aug. 12, is a very high number. The last of the abundant Black-throated Gray Warblers was seen in a garden at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 17 (GMM). Townsend's Warblers passed through Medina, Nov. 10 and 19 (WMH). A Palm Warbler was identified at Marpole, Nov. 1 (WH). A MacGillivray's Warbler was still on Little Mountain, Vancouver, Sept. 4 (GMM).

Orioles, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A late Bullock's Oriole was observed at Phoenix, Nov. 22 (RB). This is the fourth consecutive year there has been a distinctive fall movement of Brewer's Blackbirds passing through Mountlake Terrace (this year from Sept. 24 to Oct. 7—ZMS). The latest departure date for the Western Tanager was Sept. 27, at Seattle (VEC). A Black-headed Grosbeak was banded at Mountlake Terrace, Sept. 9 (ZMS).

Finches and Sparrows —A female Dickcissel was banded by Mrs. H. M. S. Bell at Victoria on Nov. 16; it was still at her feeding station at the end of the month (V.N.H.S.). Evening Grosbeaks arrived at Mountlake Terrace, Sept. 11; and 8 were feeding in a holly tree at Blaine, Nov. 27. Some peak counts are listed: House Finches, 100, Sea Island, Oct. 30; Am. Goldfinches, 200 each, Tsawwassen Beach, Aug. 27, and Point Roberts, Oct. 9; Red Crossbills, 12, Seattle, Nov. 6; Savannah Sparrows, 1000, White City, Oreg., Sept. 8. Both the White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows were fairly abundant. The rare White-throated Sparrow was observed at a feeder in Victoria in October (T. Briggs). Fox Sparrows were reported in normal numbers. Lincoln's Sparrows were recorded at Medina, Oct. 9 and Nov. 13 (WMH); and were considered above average in numbers at Victoria (DS). Six Lapland Longspurs were at Tsawwassen Beach, Aug. 7. The first Snow Bunting was seen at Esquimalt Lagoon near Victoria, Nov. 5 (V.N.H.S.).

Contributors.—(GA) George Alderson; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (JB) James Bruce; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell; (ELC) Elizabeth L. Curtis; (VKC) Vee K. Curtis; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (DG) Doug Gill; (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Hesse; (WH) William Hughes; (LK) Lucile Kline; (LDL) L. D. LaFave; (GMM) George M. McKay; Doris Nye; Frank Oldaker; (JO) Jim Olson; (TP) Theed Pearse; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; Norman Precious; (JS) Jack Sarles; (ZMS) Zella M. Schultz; (DS) David Stirling; Betty Wise; Gwen Wright; (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society.
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The Winter Season, 1960-61

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

The Region experienced one of the mildest winters in many years, with both temperature and snowcover decidedly moderate, at least in the valleys, where most of the winter bird observations are made. Baker, Oreg. had only two days below zero, the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. had a low of just zero—January ranged from zero to 60° !—and Spokane, Wash. stayed well above the 15° above zero minimum most of the time. December was a dry month, January was more nearly normal and February and March became very wet in some areas. Because of high temperatures, moisture fell mostly as rain in the valleys. December was a little cooler than either January or February. The latter months seldom were cool enough to keep much snow on the ground. At Missoula there was never more than eight inches of snow on the ground in town, and the ground was bare much of the time in the Spokane area. Observers in western Montana all reported fewer birds than normal. P. D. Skaar at Bozeman, Mont thought that lack of snow prevented concentration of birds along highways but also believed there was a real shortage of individuals. An early freezeup of lakes there drove waterfowl out. R. L. Hand at Missoula noted a dearth of small terrestrial species and had no explanation for this, especially in view of the shallow snowcover. Exhaustion of Mountain Ash berries at an early date accounted for disappearance of waxwings there. Eastern Washington and Oregon appeared more nearly normal birdwise, except for shortages of eaters of coniferous seeds: Cassin's Finch, Red Crossbill, Clark's Nutcracker and Red-breasted Nuthatch. The fact that nutcrackers and crossbills were up in numbers at Banff, Alta. suggests where these species may have been. The boreal species; Common Redpoll and Snow Bunting, perhaps wintered farther north because of mild conditions. Among the seed-eaters, the Pine Grosbeak spectacularly reversed the trend by widespread and rather abundant appearances. Only a few cases appeared of hardier migrant species lingering late, perhaps because December was of about the usual severity. Except where otherwise noted, E. D. Beacham reported for Banff, Alta.; R. L. Hand, for Missoula and Ninepipe Refuge, Mont.; C. J. Henry, for the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; P. D. Skaar, Bozeman and Ennis Lake, Mont.; and Ann Ward, Baker, Oreg. Credit for other observations is given in the account.

Waterfowl.—For the areas covered by the Region's reporters, waterfowl numbers appeared for the most part normal, but a goodly number of rarities showed up. A single Cackling Goose was noted with a flock of Lesser Canadas at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on two occasions in March (Warren Hall & Lynn LaFave). A Snow Goose staying with domestic geese was found on the Helena, Mont. Christmas Count and a White-fronted Goose appeared at Spokane in late December. Gadwalls were seen in larger numbers than usual for winter; some 180 were counted at Alkali and Blue Lakes, Grant Co., Wash. on Jan. 21 (WH & LL). Greater Scaup, supposedly rare in 
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eastern Washington, appeared to be fairly common, in company with the Lesser, on the Spokane River, Washington (WH & LL). A female Oldsquaw, always rare in eastern Washington, was found on the Spokane River in early February, and perhaps the same bird on March 31 (WH & LL). Worthy of special note was a pair of White-winged Scoters on the river in Missoula, Mont. on Jan. 10. Also unusual was a wintering pair of Ruddy Ducks on the river at Spokane.

Eagles and Hawks.—The Bald Eagle was reported quite commonly; the Golden, less so. Eleven of the former were counted, between Clark Fork, Idaho and Dixon, Mont., March 24 (Watson Beed, fide C. J. Henry) and a peak of 12 was seen at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont., on March 19 (P. D. Skaar). Hawk numbers appeared normal except for the Rough-legged, which appeared in unusual numbers at Bend, Oreg., (16 on Christmas Count), and as many as 8 in a day in eastern Washington (Spokane Bird Club). More Sparrow Hawks than usual appeared to have wintered.

Gulls, Doves and Owls.—Two gulls very rare in eastern Washington were noted in the Spokane area: an Iceland Gull (WH & LL) and a Glaucous-winged Gull (LL). Only a scattering of Mourning Doves wintered in the Spokane–Cheney area, despite the mild winter (SBC). One near Manhattan, Mont. on Jan. 4 was more unusual, but not without precedent (C. V. Davis). Short-eared Owls seemed to be more common again in eastern Washington, after a few winters of low numbers (WH & LL). The species was reported also from Baker, the National Bison Range, Ninepipe Refuge, Missoula and Gallatin Counties, Mont.

Woodpeckers, Larks and Jays.—Lewis' Woodpecker was seen on Feb. 25 and thereafter at the Bison Range. This is a remarkably early date for the Region. Two Horned Larks still at Banff National Park, Alta., at Christmas Count time were unusual. The species was seemingly scarcer than usual at other areas, despite little snowcover. For some unexplained reason Steller's Jay moved to lower elevations in larger numbers than ordinarily in eastern Washington, but Clark's Nutcracker was conspicuous by its absence, apparently because of lack of pine seeds. Its numbers were up in the Banff, Alta., area, however (Cedric Hitchon, fide E. D. Beacham).

Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrushes.—White-breasted Nuthatches, usually much less common than the Red-breasted, were observed far more frequently in the Spokane area than the latter species. A very few Long-billed Marsh Wrens appeared to be taking advantage of the mild winter, for the species appeared on the Christmas Counts at Ennis, Mont.; Cheney, Wash., and Spokane. Robins did not follow the wrens' example, however, for they wintered very sparsely, except for Pullman, Wash. (Ruth P. Ownbey) and Baker, Oreg., where they were abundant. The latter locality also had Western and Mountain Bluebirds and an abundance of Townsend's Solitaires during the winter. The crop of juniper berries there was excellent and no doubt was an important factor.

Waxwings, Starlings, Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—Some localities had large numbers of Bohemian Waxwings, but they quickly tapered off to small numbers after peaks in December and early January. Spokane had an outstandingly high count of nearly 6000 on the Christmas Count and flocks up to 750 birds were noted at Missoula in early December. Starlings were reported from nearly every observer's locality. In eastern Washington they appear still on the increase and are more widespread (WH & LL). Western Meadowlarks appeared not to winter in any more than usual numbers despite mild conditions; furthermore, during January and most of February the species was absent from Missoula, where it ordinarily winters. A Rusty Blackbird banded at Spokane on Dec. 26 was apparently the first record for the state (TR).

Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks appeared scarce or absent in western Montana. Only small flocks were noted in eastern Washington, except for an increase in March. Baker, Oreg. had the species in abundance, however, with from 50 to 100 from January on. A very few Cassin's Finches were found wintering in eastern Washington and Oregon. The winter might almost be called a Pine Grosbeak winter, for the species showed up at nearly every reporting locality, often in unusual numbers. At Spokane, where the mere presence of the species is noteworthy, a phenomenal 216 birds were on the Christmas Count! The Common Redpoll behaved quite oppositely, for it appeared virtually nonexistent in most localities, particularly in western Montana, although it did a little better, but was still scarce, in eastern Washington. Presumably, mild conditions allowed the birds to winter north of their usual winter range. Pine Siskins also wintered sparingly or not at all. Red Crossbills also put in a decidedly sparse appearance except for above-normal numbers in the Banff area.

Sparrows.—A Sage Sparrow was identified at Missoula on Feb. 17. Both the species and the date are remarkable. Oregon Juncos were virtually absent from western Montana. At Missoula, Hand found not a single one after Nov. 2, in spite of the shallow snowcover. The species appeared to be in about the usual numbers in eastern Washington and Oregon. Missoula was short also on Tree Sparrows but Bozeman, Mont. had large numbers and Baker, Oreg. and the Columbia Basin of Washington had good numbers also. Highly unusual was an immature Harris' Sparrow seen on two occasions in March at Pullman, Wash. (RPO). At least 2 White-crowned Sparrows appeared to have wintered at Spokane (SBC). Snow Buntings were scarce in eastern Washington, presumably because of the mild winter. However, a few more than usual were noted at the Bison Range and small flocks were frequent at Missoula during November and December.
[No contributors were acknowledged]


The Winter Season, 1960-61

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

It may have been cold and moist in some parts of the United States from December to April, but this Region hardly had a winter. It was 
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warm and, unfortunately, very dry, too. Over much of this area the drought has gone on almost three years and as a result most of the federal refuges are in trouble. This is particularly true in the Great Basin, where it is most arid, and where the refuges are dependent on nearby mountain snow packs, deficient recently, and even more so this last winter. However, there were signs of improvement in several sectors in March. Durango in southwestern Colorado had 4 inches of rain in March. This is much above normal (Reames). The Ruby Mountains in eastern Nevada went from 50 per cent of normal to 86 per cent in March (Clair Aldous).

Trumpeter Swans.—The word on the Trumpeters from this Region is good. There were 22 wintering at Ruby Lakes in eastern Nevada (Aldous). Seventy-one were beside the highway on Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge, Jackson Hole, at the start of this period. This is a new high and includes 11 cygnets (Robert Means). Malheur in eastern Oregon has 9 definitely and perhaps 14 cygnets from the last breeding season (Kridler).

Waterfowl.—Although the Bear River Refuge at the north end of the Great Salt Lake had only 50 per cent of normal precipitation this did not much affect the avian population. Spring migration began on Feb. 2 and the peak, as last year, was during the last week of March. However, the peak number of ducks was only half last year's! Pintail and Green-winged Teal were the most common: 36,700 and 30,300, respectively, with a total of 120,151; this is low (Melvin Evans). Deer Flat Refuge in the Boise valley, Idaho, is part of an irrigation reservoir system so for the third consecutive year there was plenty of water. January was one of the driest, sunniest, and foggiest Januaries in 62 years. It was also relatively warm with never a real freeze-up. The highest concentration of ducks at Deer Flat was 665,000 about the first of December —480,000 were Mallards. Both these figures are high. During January the Mallards fell to 90,000 and the first spring influx began on Feb. 11. The nearby Snake River is also a refuge and includes 35 small islands used as a breeding ground by the Canada Geese (62 pairs this year). Many ducks winter there; the most numerous are the Barrow's Goldeneye and scaup (Gene Crawford). The goose breeding pairs are up from last year by 130 pairs, to a total of 870 for the 3 refuges of the Klamath Basin: Tule Lake, Lower Klamath and Clear Lake (Abney). At Malheur (the great sump in the dry sage-brush plains of eastern Oregon, entirely dependent on the snowpack of the neighboring Steens Mountains) the water expectation is two-thirds of normal; consequently, the water outlook is poor for the third consecutive year. Harney Lake, the overflow from Malheur, continues to dry up; it has entirely dried up in years past. This is no longer a large breeding area since the islands are now part of the shore. Spring migration of ducks began in late February, but was the poorest in several years. The peak was 52,000, which is 75,000 less than last year; it came in mid-March, two weeks earlier than last year. Food conditions are so poor at Malheur that the birds just move in and out. The Snow Goose migration was the same as last year: mid-March, 85,000-100,000. Whistling Swans were more numerous than the previous year but not as high as in 1958. The swans appeared in the 3rd week of February, peaked at 7000 by the end of the month and were all gone by the end of March (Kridler). The Whistling Swan confines itself mostly to the Great Basin. Thirteen swans in a pond at Lovell in the Big Horn Basin of northwestern Wyoming, March 13, were unusual (Moos). Stillwater, in western Nevada, is the refuge most hurt by the drought. Of 14 developed units there will be water for only 2 this year. The agricultural water supply for last year was 70 per cent of normal; this year 40 per cent. Stillwater depends on irrigation return flow and prospects of getting much water are dim. Consequently, the waterfowl numbers are very low. The spring migration began the last week of January and peaked on March 7 at 36,075. Swans, geese and ducks all made new lows for the refuge: about 600 swans and 800 geese (Kiger). A Black Brant was seen at Anaho Island Refuge in Pyramid Lake south of Stillwater, March 24 (John Kiger, assistant manager). Brant are rare inland. Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado continues to grow and the duck population rose to 80,084 in the first week of December—the highest to-date. The ducks were mostly Mallards. The prospects for water are poor but there should be enough for breeding needs. A Hooded Merganser was reported above Marsing on the Snake River, Idaho on Feb. 27 (Carol MacIver). These birds are rare in this region. An Old-squaw was seen at Malheur on the Christmas Count, Dec. 27 (Kridler).

Eagles.—A number of Bald Eagles were reported at Malheur on Dec. 11. There were 36 of which 16 were immature. This is the highest record of the bird at Malheur (Kridler). The Bald Eagle peaked at 57 at Bear River Refuge during the winter (Evans). The only big concentration of the Golden Eagle seemed to be on the eagle flyway at Casper where few figures are available. Many were seen during most of December; probably over 100 passed on good days and there were 31 left by the time of the census on Jan. 2. The numbers continued to decrease 
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through the winter and by March only a few breeding pairs remained. Why there is no northward flight is not clear. The food problem of the Golden Eagle may have become serious in some parts of Wyoming. There has been heavy commercial hunting of the Jack Rabbit, and the Jack, one of the principal foods of the eagle, is way down in numbers in Wyoming. Due to the unbalance of nature caused by man, the Wyoming plains now support a huge population of antelope without any normal predation. Man's shooting is the only real control and this is indiscriminate, leaving sick and old in the population. Golden Eagles apparently gang up on antelope and occasionally kill them. This seems impossible but it is reported almost every winter and more so this last year. Mrs. Lambertsen at Rawlins in southern Wyoming had two such reports.

Hawks.—Gleb Kashin found a wintering Swain-son's Hawk, Dec. 14, at Salt Lake City—a very late date for this bird.

Owls.—A Pygmy Owl was reported near Grand Junction in western Colorado in March (Mrs. Carmen). This bird is not reported regularly except from the Salt Lake City region.

Jays.—A Blue Jay turned up at Grand Junction during the winter (Mrs. Carmen). This is far west of its normal range but there have been several reports of this type in recent years. A pair of Scrub Jays was found near Pocatello, Idaho, for a month starting in late February by Larry McQueen and L. M. Baylor. This bird is rare in Idaho.

Woodpeckers.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss, Colo. reported that Lewis' Woodpeckers at her feeding station drive the other birds away. They stuff corn in all the crevices of nearby fence posts and trees.

Flycatchers.—Mrs. Knoblaugh reported an out-of-place Ash-throated Flycatcher at Gabba, Nev., Feb. 25, although extreme southern Nevada has them all winter. With such a warm season it is surprising there have been so few reports of southern birds staying north.

Horned Larks.—There were very few this winter on the Wyoming plateau, where usually they are common. The customary big flocks along the roads during spring snowstorms were not as large as usual (OKS). Mrs. Hanesworth at Cheyenne reported finding none, where normally they occur by the hundreds.

Nuthatches.—The Pigmy Nuthatch moved up into the mountains of central Wyoming in numbers for the second winter in 12 (OKS). Mrs. Hanesworth reported them in Cheyenne as well.

Waxwings, Grosbeaks.—Our two spectacular winter visitors, the Bohemian Waxwing and the Evening Grosbeak, were present in average numbers in Utah, southern Idaho and Wyoming.

Sparrows.—Gleb Kashin had a Baird's Sparrow, March 12, at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake —a great rarity in Utah. McCaskie found 2 Harris' Sparrows at the western border of the Great Basin at Honey Lake in northwestern California on Dec. 20 —an unusual record. This bird is a scarce but regular winter visitor in Wyoming and still scarcer in Utah and the Great Basin.
[No contributors were acknowledged]
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The Winter Season, 1960-61

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

The season was generally warm and wet. There was little snow, considerable fog, and an abundance of rain. The mild season may have accounted for a number of summer species remaining in the area until midwinter.

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—Loons were recorded in normal numbers. Arctic Loons were noted at Grays Harbor, Dec. 17 (LDL); and at Point Roberts, Dec. 4. Only a single individual of the Red-necked Grebe was seen at Tillamook, Oreg., Jan. 14 (JC, JGO, DR) ; a few wintered at Drayton Harbor, near Blaine, Wash., and Crescent Beach on Boundary Bay (WHH). Although Western Grebes were considered scarcer at Victoria, B. C. (DS), 5000 were reported from Saltspring Island, only 30 miles north of Victoria on Jan. 7 (ARD); one was watched on the Columbia River near Portland, Oreg. on Jan. 21 (JC, JGO); and another one on Hood Canal north of Brinnon, Wash. on March 21 (George Alderson). They wintered in high concentrations at Vancouver, B. C., and Point Roberts. Pied-billed Grebes were seen at Burnaby, B. C., Dec. 25, and at Stanley Park in Vancouver, B. C. on March 4 (WHH). Of special interest is the report of 2 Brown Pelicans at Tillamook, Oreg., Nov. 26 (JGO, DR). Roosting Black-crowned Night Herons were discovered in a pine tree at Central Point, Jackson County, Oreg., Jan. 2; and in Phoenix, Oreg., March 15 (RB).

Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans were recorded in numbers up to 150 on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., in December and January (John Bodley, et al.). A count of about 42 on Nehalem Bay on the Oregon coast was made on Jan. 14. This is "the third consecutive winter in which they have been recorded from there" (JC, JGO, DR). Two were seen on a pond near Federal Way, King Co., Wash. on Dec. 18 (LDL). A pair of White-fronted Geese was seen frequently on the Oak Bay Golf Course in Victoria (DS). Snow Geese appeared to be scarce in the early part of the winter at Vancouver, B. C.; one spent most of February with a flock of widgeons and Mallards at Victoria (V.N.H.S.).

Ducks.—Cinnamon Teal (rare) were seen at Medford, Oreg., Jan. 23 (James Hicks, TM). European Widgeon were seen: on Tillamook Bay in Oregon, Nov. 26 (JGO, DR); at Portland, Oreg., Dec. 3 (Norbert Leupold, et al.); at Federal Way, Dec. 18 (LDL); and at Victoria throughout the winter (TC, DS). There was a greater concentration of Shovelers at Burnaby Lake (WHH). The only report for the Redhead was of a single bird at Victoria (GAP). A Ring-necked Duck was seen at Parkland, Pierce Co., Wash. on March 18 (VEC). A female Oldsquaw was carefully observed on Tillamook Bay, Jan. 14 (JC, JGO, DR). Harlequin Ducks were seen at Seattle, Jan. 1 (Elizabeth Curtis), and again in March (Dick Witt, fide VEC); 7 were seen in Drayton Harbor on Jan. 14. Ruddy Ducks were reported from Burnaby, B. C., Feb. 12 and March 25 (WHH).

Vultures, Hawks.—A Turkey Vulture (uncommon) was seen in Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 30 (Norman Precious, Betty Wise). Others were noted flying over the Gold Ray Dam on the Rogue River in Oregon, March 19 (RB); in the Willamette Valley, March 20 (TM); and at Corvallis, Oreg., March 23 (JGO). A Goshawk was observed at Point Roberts, March 10 (Doris Nye). This was a Rough-legged Hawk year, as reports were numerous. A bird was seen at Barview, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Nov. 26 (JGO, DR); one was found on Lulu Island, south of Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 4; one was observed near Grays Harbor in the sandy grassland, Dec. 16 (LDL); one was seen at Depoe Bay, Jan. 20 (JGO); there were 7 in an extensive field on Sauvie Jan. 21 (JC, JGO); and one wintered at the airport in Victoria (ARD). A Rough-legged Hawk in the light phase was seen throughout the period in White City, Jackson Co., Oreg. (RB). An immature Golden Eagle was seen on Mount Baldy in Josephine County, Oreg., Dec. 4 (RB); two were noted 
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at Victoria, March 11 (ARD). A Pigeon Hawk was observed in pursuit of Red Crossbills at Garibaldi, Tillamook Co., Oreg., Nov. 26 (JGO, DR); one was seen on the rock jetty at Grays Harbor, Dec. 16 (LDL); and one was observed at Medina, Wash., Dec. 23 (WMH).

Gray Partridge.—A small group (12) was observed on Vancouver Island in late December and early January (GAP, ARD). Six were seen at Point Roberts, March 10.

Shorebirds, Gulls.—A dozen Black Oystercatchers were observed at Cape Flattery in January (TC). Ten Snowy Plover were watched at Grays Harbor, Dec. 16 (LDL); more field work in this area in winter might prove this bird to be not as rare as now supposed. Surfbirds were observed at Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., Jan. 2 (EP, IS). The pair of Whimbrels that are regular winter visitors at Victoria disappeared in late January (V.N.H.S.). A group of about 25 Greater Yellowlegs was on a fresh-water pond near Tokeland, Pacific Co., Wash., Dec. 17, where 2 Knots were seen the same day (LDL). The Rock Sandpiper was seen at Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 1 (Mrs. D. Bradley, WHH); and at Harper, Jan. 2 (EP, IS). Their rarity on the Oregon coast merits a special notice of 2 seen with 27 Black Turnstones at Wedderburn, Curry Co., Oreg., and 1 seen with about 60 Black Turnstones and 25 Surfbirds at Winchester Bay in Douglas County, Oreg., Jan. 23 (TC). The unusually high number of 100,000 was Mr. LaFave's conservative estimate of Dunlins at Grays Harbor on Dec. 17 and 18. When the birds flew up they "seemed to block out all sight of anything else." Three Red Phalaropes were seen feeding within 25 feet of the beach at Jordan River, Vancouver Island, Dec. 5 (DS, RS). Northern Phalarope were noted at the north side of Tillamook Bay on Nov. 26 (JGO, DR). Fifteen Glaucous Gulls were seen and 1 collected at Grayland, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., Dec. 17 (LDL); two first-year birds and a second-year bird were found at the sewage treatment plant in Portland, Oreg., Feb. 18 (JC, JGO).

Doves, Owls, Hummingbirds.—A Mourning Dove seen on Dec. 17, and again on Jan. 7 (ARD) may have been the same individual counted in the Victoria Christmas Count. Two Barn Owls were located on Sea Island, near Vancouver, B. C. on Feb. 5. A Snowy Owl spent the day of Feb. 4 sitting on a convent roof at Vancouver, B. C. (George McKay, Gwen Wright). A Pygmy Owl was recorded from Sooke, Vancouver Is., Feb. 17. Long-eared Owls were reported only from Vancouver, B. C., where they were present in small numbers in February and March. An Anna's Hummingbird was present at the R. McKenzie-Grieve's residence in Victoria most of February.

Woodpeckers, Jays, .Magpies.—Lewis' Woodpeckers were seen on Sauvie Island, Dec. 10 and Jan. 21 (JC, JGO). A Black-backed Woodpecker (rare) was found at an altitude of 6000 ft. on Wagner Butte in Jackson County, Oreg. on March 15 (RB). Steller's Jays enjoyed a good season; observers noted their relative abundance throughout the period. A strong 
east wind blowing down the Columbia Gorge in the preceding 4 days may account for the sighting of a Black-billed Magpie on Sauvie Island, Jan. 21 (JC, JGO); 2 were seen at Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 6 (A. Adams).

Thrushes, Pipits, Starlings.—Albino Robins were seen at Medina, Wash., Feb. 5 (WMH); and at Phoenix, Oreg., March 22-26 (Mrs. Marvin Browning, RB). Varied Thrushes appeared to be present in normal numbers. A Western Bluebird was noted north of Salem, Oreg., Feb. 27 (JGO); and as many as 9 were counted at Drayton Harbor, Jan. 14. Three Water Pipits were seen at the Victoria Airport on Dec. 31 (GAP). David Stirling estimated that the population of Starlings did not exceed 10,000 on the Saanich Peninsula of Vancouver Island during the winter. Fifteen were counted at Tokeland, Dec. 16 (LDL); and several were seen on Lopez Island, March 25 (Albert Lovejoy). In Vancouver, B. C., the Starlings had abandoned the roost in cedar trees in the residential section, and established a new roost under the Cambie Street bridge.

Vireos, Warblers.—A Hutton's Vireo was noted at Point Roberts, March 5. Orange-crowned and Townsend's Warblers were seen (and photographed) at a feeding station at Medford, Oreg. during the winter (Mrs. Howard Bush, fide RB); another Orange-crowned Warbler visited a feeder in Marpole, B. C. from Nov. 20 until early March (W. M. Hughes); and one was seen in south Seattle in December (VEC). •

Orioles, Finches, Sparrows.—A Bullock's Oriole was seen east of Medford, Oreg., March 22 (Ralph Gysin, fide RB). A Dickcissel remained at a feeder in Victoria until mid-January (Mrs. Bell). Evening Grosbeaks were fairly common in the Region; they were feeding on bitter cherry pits in a yard in Seattle (BB, EB). A very uncommon bird for the locality was a Pine Grosbeak sighted at Medina, March 12 (WMH). Pine Siskins, Am. Goldfinches and Red Crossbills were seen in smaller numbers than usual. Savannah Sparrows were seen at Point Roberts as early as March 9. A Chipping Sparrow made a brief appearance at Victoria, Dec. 31 (W. Adams, R. Beckett). A Snow Bunting on the Tillamook Bay dike on Nov. 26 was discovered at the same place as 3 were sighted almost exactly a year ago (JGO, DR).

Initialed Contributors.—(BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (TC) Theodore Chase, Jr.; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (IG) Isabel Guthrie; (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse: (LDL) Lynn D. LaFave; (TM) Thomas McCamant: (JGO) James G. Olson; (EP) Ebba Peterson: (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (DR) Doug Rogers; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling; (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society.
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Spring Migration, 1961

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

After a mild winter and early spring, much of the Region experienced a cool, wet April and May. The National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. received more than twice the normal precipitation from mid-March through April, with May only slightly less wet. At Missoula, April and early May were cold and wet, with late snowstorms which apparently grounded waterfowl and shorebirds. Hand considered that the retarded spring there slowed the arrival of a number of species of landbirds. Baker, Oreg. experienced a dry April (0.31 in.) and a rather wet May (2.03 in.). At Spokane, Wash. a cool April had about normal precipitation, but May, also cool, had nearly double the normal rainfall. Strong southwest winds buffeted this area, especially in April. Migrants appeared to be about on schedule in eastern Washington, in spite of the cool spring. Credit for observations, with exceptions and additions noted in the text, is as follows: Montana east of the Continental Divide, P. D. Skaar; Montana west of the Divide, R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry, and Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward.

Pelicans, Cormorants and Herons.—The first White Pelicans noted in Madison County, Mont. were on lakes there on April 16. Appearance of the birds, routine there, correlates closely with the presence, distinctly not routine, of up to 15 at Sprague Lake, Adams Co., Wash. in mid-April (Lynn LaFave & F. Huston, Warren Hall). Double-crested Cormorants were first noted in Madison County, Mont. on April 9. By May 27 about 30 Black-crowned Night Herons had returned to the rookery near St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. (WH & LL).

Geese and Ducks.—Whistling Swans were migrating by hundreds, with the peak in late March. Skaar estimated 600 on March 19 in Madison County, Mont. He noted the first Trumpeters there on February 26. Snow Geese were on the northward move during April, with many flocks passing over Missoula. Nineteen at Sprague Lake, Adams Co., Wash. represented a larger than normal numbers for this area, for the big flocks migrate farther eastward (Spokane Bird Club). A few Ross' Geese accompanied Snow Geese at Francis Lake, Pondera Co., Mont. Peak numbers of Mallards, Pintails and Am. Widgeon were passing through during late March, but Canvasbacks showed a high of 2000 on April 16 in Madison County, Mont. A real rarity was a female Oldsquaw on the Spokane River below Spokane, March 31–April 1 (WH, Mr. & Mrs. S. O. Stanley).

Hawks, Cranes.—The Goshawk, seldom reported, was noted in Madison County, Mont., on April 16. A Ferruginous Hawk, rare in eastern Washington, was seen at Pampa, Whitman Co., Wash. on May 6 (LL). A migration peak of 750 Sandhill Cranes was observed near St. Andrews, Wash. on April 22 (WH & LL) and the Washington Department of Game reported 2000 in the Methow Valley in the north central part of the state. The species was on its breeding grounds in southwestern Montana by April 16.

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—Up to 5 Semipalmated Plovers appeared in eastern Washington (Jim Acton, WH); and 2 at Jefferson Island, Madison Co., Mont., constituted an unusual spring record there. Other unusual records were: a Black-bellied Plover at Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont.; a Long-billed Curlew at Missoula on two occasions; Solitary Sandpiper and Greater Yellowlegs in Madison County, Mont., where they do not ordinarily appear in spring; a Sanderling at Reardan, Wash. (S.B.C.) and 2 at Harrison Lake, Madison Co., Mont., and a flock of 35 Marbled Godwits at Missoula on April 27 after a 1-inch snowfall the previous night. Dunlins were again noted in small numbers in eastern Washington at Turnbull Refuge and Reardan (S.B.C., WH & LL, AW & TR). A Franklin's Gull was identified at Missoula, May 25 and June 1. This apparently is the first Montana record west of the Divide. Two Franklin's showed up at Reardan, Wash. (LL & FH), as did 1 or 2 Bonaparte's Gulls (LL, WH). A very few of the latter species appeared at Three Forks and at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. A Common Tern and 18 Caspian Terns were identified in late May at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (LL & FH).

Owls, Hummingbirds.—Short-eared Owls appeared to be recovering from the low numbers of two years ago in eastern Washington (LL & WH). A slight in-
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crease was indicated at the National Bison Range also. The Rufous Hummingbird appeared to be scarce at Missoula in particular and also at Spokane. By implication it was scarce at the Bison Range and Bozeman also, for the species was not mentioned in either of these reports. Normally it is the most common hummer of the Region. Cold, rainy weather may have affected the birds adversely. It did not prevent an early record for a Calliope at Spokane on April 15 (LL). A real rarity was a male Broad-tailed Hummingbird, observed at close range at Spokane on April 7 (Vee Nealey & Connie Smedley).

Swallows and Jays.—Violet-green Swallows at Spokane lingered along the streams longer than usual, apparently because of the cool weather, before seeking nesting sites (S.B.C.). Tree Swallow arrival at Missoula was late (April 21). A concentration of at least 3000 of this species was noted along the Jose River in the Cariboo area of British Columbia on April 17 (David Stirling). Clark's Nutcracker was notably absent from the lowlands of the Spokane area but was reported from Baker, Oreg., the Bison Range and Bozeman.

Mimic Thrushes, Thrushes, Pipits & Waxwings.—The first record for the Mockingbird for eastern Washington was reported by Hall, when he identified 1 at Sprague on April 15. The same bird, presumably, was seen there subsequently by Acton and by the Spokane Bird Club and was still present on May 25 (JA). A Sage Thrasher as far east as Reardan, Wash. was unusual (WH & LL). A heavy movement of Robins was noted in the Cariboo on April 8, with an estimated 1000 feeding and moving slowly north (DS). The Varied Thrush tarried in the lowlands at Spokane until the late date of April 24 (WH & LL). Water Pipits were seen in large numbers feeding on the floating ice in Hyalite Lake in the mountains in Gallatin County, Mont. on May 21 (C. V. Davis). Two Bohemian Waxwings lingering at Spokane until April 12, furnished a remarkably late record (WH).

Warblers and Blackbirds.—The warbler migration appeared to be about normal. However, a Myrtle Warbler was seen on May 12 near Spokane, where it is decidedly rare (JA). Audubon's Warbler was not noted until May 14 at Missoula while the corresponding date for the Bison Range was May 2, both late, dates. Hand saw only 2 or 3 Brown-headed Cowbirds since their arrival on May 13 at Missoula, but the species "seemed to be everywhere" in late May at Spokane (S.B.C.).

Finches.—Another headliner for the Region was a female Blue Grosbeak carefully identified and banded near Spokane on May 28. This individual and another female of the species were seen a few days later at the same locale (VN & CS). By contrast, Evening Grosbeaks deserve a place in this report by their very abundance, particularly at Baker, the Bison Range and Missoula. At the latter city they were still extremely common as late as June 6. Cassin's Finch appeared to be another arrival retarded by weather at Missoula, for it did not show up until April 29. Red Crossbills were practically unobserved in the western part of the Region but appeared at Missoula as occasional small flocks between April 3 and May 18. A flock in Bozeman in early June was feeding almost exclusively on spruce budworms (CVD).

Sparrows.—Highly unusual was the occurrence of an adult male Lark Bunting at Missoula on May 19. Eight Savannah Sparrows were noted at Baker on March 24, about a month earlier than usual. Two Tree Sparrows were noted at Missoula on the very late date of April 26, following a severe snowstorm. Ann Ward reported a poor movement of White-crowned Sparrows at Baker, but Hand found the species more common than usual at Missoula. First dates for the species were: Baker, April 9; eastern Washington, April 13 (WH & LL); Bison Range, April 29; Missoula, May 4, and Bozeman, May 12 (CVD). A total of 4 Golden-crowned Sparrows was noted in eastern Washington during April and May. It begins to appear that this species may be a regular, although quite rare, migrant through eastern Washington (WH & LL). Very much on the rare side was a Harris' Sparrow, carefully identified, near Sprague, Wash., on April 19 and 22 (JA, WH & LL). The Lapland Longspur movement through Missoula seems to be an established thing, even though the species is not common. Singles were noted there in early April. A late Snow Bunting was still at Missoula on April 4.

[No contributors were acknowledged]


Spring Migration, 1961

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

Ordinarily this report is dominated by the great refuges in the Region, particularly in the Great Basin, but since the waterbirds have mostly finished their movements before April 1 and the refuges are poorly situated for observing land-birds, the individual observers will carry much of this report. It is difficult to make any generalization about the numbers of landbirds or even the type of migration we have had, since we have only isolated reports over a vast area of different country, different climate, and different birds. With such a mosaic of information the picture as a whole doesn't make much sense. The Central Rocky Mountains and Great Basin are not suited to the waves of migrants that are seen in the East. The residents leak in and a few species of migrants are seen, but not in numbers. However, for 
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the first time in 12 years at Casper in central Wyoming circumstances combined on May 12 at 5:30 A.M. to produce a real wave of migrants. On top of unsettled weather conditions, an extensive cold front struck. The wind spun around to the northeast, blew hard and the temperature plummeted. It shortly brought rains to the lower elevations (5000-6000 feet) and snow above. Cheyenne, Wyo., at 6000 feet, 200 miles to the south, had a blizzard that closed all highways in spite of the late date. While this performance is common in the winter, it is unusual to have weather so violent in late May. As a result, Casper was crawling with migrants for 3 days, many unusual to rare in this part of Wyoming: Swainson's Thrush, Solitary Vireo, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush and Blackpoll Warbler, as well as more common birds, such as two species of towhee, thrashers, vireos, and MacGillivray's Warbler (OKS). The great Malheur Refuge in eastern Oregon is fast drying up as it did in the 1930's. As a result, the waterfowl are largely bypassing it as a breeding area. The water run-off is very poor for the third year (Kridler). Stillwater in western Nevada is in the same situation (Kiger).

Geese.—Bear River Refuge on the north end of the Great Salt Lake reports a good goose-nesting year. There were 440 broods, averaging 4.83, which is better than last year's 340 broods (M. R. Evans).

Ducks.—The breeding season at Monte Vista Refuge in southern central Colorado is doing well. The Refuge continues to grow and water conditions are good. The production of ducks will be approximately double last year's with the Mallard being the principal duck and Pintail next. The total production this year is projected at 16,000 (C. R. Bryant). Bear River Refuge reports water conditions good and populations unchanged from last year. However, the Bear River has virtually ceased to flow and the future outlook is poor (M. R. Evans). Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada continues to suffer from severe drought. Ordinarily, 4000-5000 pairs of ducks nest there. This year probably no more than 1000 pairs will nest and most of these will not be successful (Kiger). The only rare ducks reported were 50 Wood Ducks the last of March and first of April at Deer Flat Refuge in western Idaho (Gene Crawford, refuge manager). This is a fabulous concentration for Idaho.

Owls.—Anna Strahan at Fort Klamath at the north end of the Klamath Basin, Oreg. had 2 nesting pairs of Great Gray Owls. There appear to be more Great Grays in this area than elsewhere on the continent. At Malheur Refuge headquarters a nest platform for Horned Owls was built of ½ in. hardware cloth on one of the few trees there; the owls took to it and raised 2 young (Eugene Kridler). Malheur seems to specialize in firsts in everything!

Swifts.—Again Gleb Kashin had 2 Black Swifts near Provo in central Utah on May 14—similar to last year's observation.

Swallows.—At Farmington Bay near Salt Lake City, on the Great Salt Lake, Kashin and others had 5 Purple Martins on May 7, a rare bird for the Rockies.

Thrushes.—Kridler netted both Swainson's and Hermit Thrushes at Malheur.

Warblers.—Among rarities reported was a Northern Waterthrush netted by Kridler at Malheur on May 19. There is only one previous record for this area. A Hooded Warbler at Casper, May 16, in central Wyoming is a casual record for the state (OKS). L. M. Baylor and Larry McQueen reported the Myrtle Warbler at Pocatello, Idaho. This bird is considered rare in the area, although in Wyoming it is a common migrant; to the west, McCaskie found the bird commonly in the Great Basin in the Honey Lake area of northeastern California, May 13-15. Kashin had an Ovenbird in sage flats near Salt Lake City on May 20. There are only scattered records from Utah for this bird, and sage brush is hardly Ovenbird country.

Bobolink.—Mrs. Lambertsen had one Bobolink near Rawlins, Wyo., on May 27. This species breeds in a number of spots in Wyoming. We find it more common than had previously been supposed.

Orioles.—An Orchard Oriole was seen at Hotchkiss, Colo., May 21 (Mrs. Crews). The Hooded Oriole, as well as the Bullock's, occurs in this area regularly.

Grosbeaks.—Evening Grosbeaks have been plentiful this past winter and were observed at Ruby Lakes, Nev. for the first time (Clair Aldous). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen at Cheyenne, Wyo., May 11, by Mrs. Hanesworth. Another was at Casper, May 19 (OKS). This bird occurs regularly in eastern Wyoming.
[No contributors were acknowledged]
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Spring Migration, 1961

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

Spring weather was generally cool, and the month of Mar both cool and wet. The migration, which started early, soon became slow and late. On the whole it was a mediocre migration with few rarities reported.

Loons, Grebes.—The last Common Loons were seen at Blaine, Wash., May 27 (LK). Several good flocks of Arctic Loons were noted on or near Vancouver Island: 100 at Sawmill Bay, April 1 (DS, RS); 160 at Sidney. April 30 (V.N.H.S.); 85 at Fanny Bay, May 8 (DS, RS); and 300 in the Gulf Islands, May 7 (RD). Four Red-necked Grebes at Nehalem Bay in Tillamook County, Oreg., April 1, constitute a very late date for the state (JBC, et al.); they were migrating through Blaine the first two weeks in April, and were last seen at Pitt Meadows, B.C., April 29. Horned Grebes lingered in British Columbia coastal waters and at Blaine until the second week in May. Eared Grebes in breeding plumage appeared at Medina, Wash., April 21 (WMH), and at Pitt Meadows, April 29; they were still present at Victoria, B. C. in early May. Late indeed were the 120 Western Grebes still remaining at Vancouver, B. C., May 29 (RD).

Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons.—Five White Pelicans were carefully identified at Pitt Meadows, April 23 (GW). A Double-crested Cormorant was sighted at Pitt Meadows, May 6, where a Green Heron was noted on May 11 (GW). During May a Black-crowned Night heronry was under observation at Medford, Oreg. (RB, JH). A single bird was identified at Pitt Meadows, May 27 (BW).

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were seen in Pitt Meadows from April 15 to May 14. A concentration of 8000 waterfowl appeared on Sawmill Bay, Vancouver Island, April 1. Scoters and Greater Scaup made up the greater part of the raft, but Black Brant, Oldsquaw, goldeneyes, Buffleheads, loons and grebes were present also (DS, RS). Black Brant were found in their usual haunts in good numbers, with the last ones seen on May 20 at Blaine (LK) and in the Gulf Islands (RD). A straggler was seen at Devil's Punch Bowl State Park in Oregon on May 16 (JBC). Snow Geese were seen at Oyehut, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., May 10 (PN), and at Ladner, B. C., April 16 and May 13. A Blue-winged Teal (rare in western Oregon) was seen at Devil's Bowl State Park, May 16 (JBC). Small groups (maximum number 7) were seen at Pitt Meadows from May 7 to 28; and 8 were counted at Victoria, May 22 (ARD). Common Scoters were seen at Blaine, April 9 (WHH); at Point Roberts, Wash., April 16; and at Seattle, April 19 (DW). Hooded Mergansers were last seen at Vancouver, B. C. on May 17 (DN).

Hawks, Cranes.—Three Turkey Vultures were counted in the Coast Range of Tillamook County, Oreg. on April 1 (JBC, et al.); and 1 was at Pitt Meadows, May 14. A Swainson's Hawk provided the highlight of a field trip to North Vancouver, B. C. on May 14 (WHH, et al.). A Rough-legged Hawk seen at Pitt Meadows, April 22, and again on May 14 may have been the same individual. A group of approximately 100 Sandhill Cranes was reported flying over northwest Portland, Oreg. on April 8 (JO). They formerly nested at Pitt Meadows, and the discovery of small numbers of these birds during April at this location is encouraging.

Shorebirds.—Little of unusual interest was noted in the shorebird migration. Semipalmated Plovers (5) were seen at Ladner, B. C., May 13. Six Snowy Plovers were counted at Oyehut, May 10 (PN). A Surfbird was seen at Seattle, April 20 (DW). A Long-billed Curlew was discovered just north of Medford, Oreg. on May 8 (JH). Whimbrels were listed at Pitts Meadows, April 23; at Vancouver, B. C., April 6 and May 6; at Oyehut, May 10; and 5 miles north of Newport, Lincoln Co., Oreg., May 16. A Willet was identified at Oyehut, May 10 (PN). Six Baird's Sandpipers were seen at Sea Island, near Vancouver, B. C., May 6; and 3 noted at Ladner, May 13.

Gulls, Terns.—Frank Oldaker, who frequented the Vancouver, B. C. City dump almost daily to read band numbers with his telescope located a Glaucous Gull and a Ring-billed Gull on May 31. An immature Franklin's Gull was found at the Oregon State Game Commission Ponds, north of Medford, May 25 (JH). A storm near Vancouver, B. C. on April 3 probably was responsible for the 3 Black-legged Kittiwakes believed to have been blown in from the Gulf of Georgia (GM). Five Caspian Terns were seen at Grays Harbor in Washington, May 10 (PN); and 2 located at Spanish Banks, May 28, may be the first for Vancouver, B. C. (RD).

Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Black Swifts were seen at Vancouver, B. C., May 23, but none had been noticed at Victoria by the end of the period. Early dates for Vaux's Swifts were April 28 at Burnaby, B. C. (WHH); and May 13 at Victoria (GAP). Rufous Hummingbirds began to return to Point Roberts by March 19, but did not arrive in most areas until after the first of April. The cold wet weather probably contributed to their decrease in numbers. A 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 15, Number 4  433

Calliope Hummingbird (rare) was seen in the Dead Indian Road area near Ashland, Jackson Co., Oreg., May 13 (JH).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen in Seattle, April 22 (DW). Lewis' Woodpeckers were found on Barnston Island in May, the only locality near Vancouver, B. C. where this species is known to occur. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (nuchalis race) was seen at Medina, May 8; and a "Red-breasted" (ruber) noted at Pitt Meadows, May 14. Western Kingbirds were first seen in Phoenix, Oreg., April 17 (RB); south of Seattle, May 5 (VEC); at Barnston Island, May 6; and at Pitt Meadows, May 14 and 27. Somewhat earlier than usual were a Western Flycatcher at Vancouver, B. C. on April 22 and a Western Wood Pewee at Pitt Meadows, May 11.

Swallows, Wrens, Catbirds.—Violet-green and Tree Swallows were late in arrival. Tree Swallows, normally rather scarce on the southern end of Vancouver Island, were present in above average numbers at Duncan in late April (GAP). Barn Swallows were seen at Medford, Oreg., April 6 (TM), an exceptionally early record for the state; reports from almost everywhere else during April confirmed an unusually early migration. An "earliest-ever" for the Cliff Swallows was their appearance, April 3, at a barn in Pitt Meadows where they have been nesting for years (fide WHH). Other very early dates for the Cliff Swallow were April 12 at Seattle (DW); April 19 at Medina (WMH); and April 30 at Blaine (LK). A House Wren was discovered at Blodgett, Benton Co., Oreg. on May 16 (JBC). The Catbird found at Pitt Meadows, May 28, was observed in the same location as last year (GW).

Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—A singing Mockingbird was identified at Medford, April 15 (TM). A major Robin flight occurred between April 8 and 16 at Pitt Meadows. Migrating flocks of Varied Thrushes were seen at Spanish Banks, April 5 (GM). As usual a few lingered in the lowlands until early May (BB, EB, VEC). Hermit Thrushes were seen almost daily in a yard in Seattle from April 15 to May 24 (BB, EB). The first Swainson's Thrushes were seen at Blaine, April 17; and at Pitt Meadows, May 11, where Mountain Bluebirds were noted on April 22 (GW) and 28 (BW). A Townsend's Solitaire passed through Medina, April 15 (WMH), and 4 appeared at Point Roberts, April 16. Solitaires were found also at Sechelt, B. C., April 18 (LK); and at Pitt Meadows, May 7 and 11.

Pipits, Waxwings, Vireos.—Water Pipits were first sighted at Seattle, April 1 (DW); at Ladner, April 16; at Blaine, April 22; and at Victoria, May 5. Unusually late arrivals were the Cedar Waxwings seen on Barnston Island and at Pitt Meadows on May 28. Hutton's Vireos were seen at Seattle, April 15 (BB) and at Pitt Meadows, May 7. A Solitary Vireo found near Jacksonville, Jackson Co., Oreg. on April 9 (RB) represents a very early arrival. Oddly enough, the Solitary Vireo appeared to have arrived later than usual in Washington and British Columbia.

Warblers.—Orange-crowned Warblers were down in numbers in the Vancouver, B. C. area (WHH); the earliest arrival date was April 8 at Seattle (BB, EB) and Medina (WMH). Another earlier-than-ever date came from Oregon: Yellow Warblers singing at Nehalem Bay on April 1 (JBC, et al.). Myrtle Warblers were observed in unusually large numbers at Hatley Park, Victoria, (ARD); and reached their peak numbers, at least 10, at Stanley Park in Vancouver, B. C., April 27. Audubon's Warblers arrived on schedule at Vancouver, B. C., March 29. Not normally found on Vancouver Island, the Black-throated Gray Warbler was reported at Miracle Beach (Betty Westerborg), and at Victoria (GAP). The Townsend's Warbler arrived at Medina, April 3, but was not seen in North Vancouver, B. C. until May 14. MacGillivray's Warblers were scarce and did not arrive until mid-May.

Tanagers, Grosbeaks, Finches.—Western Tanagers made an early showing near Jacksonville, Oreg. when 10 were counted in the Sterling Creek district on April 9 (RB). Black-headed Grosbeaks reached peak numbers at Phoenix, Oreg, May 1, and arrived at more northerly points 2 to 4 weeks later. An unusual migrant in the Puget Sound region was the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch seen at Alki Point, Seattle, April 20 (DW). Pine Siskins were widespread and abundant.

Towhees, Sparrows.—A Green-tailed Towhee was seen near the Dead Indian Road, about 10 miles east of Ashland, May 13 (JH). Vesper Sparrows were observed at Roy, Pierce Co., Wash., April 15 (Doris Jelliffe, fide VEC); and at Pitt Meadows, May 6 (BW). Some early Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared at Ladner, B. C., March 19; the species was reported plentiful by the end of April, and the List individuals were noted May 13. A White-throated Sparrow (rare) was identified by Jack Sarles at Ladner on March 19. A Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Point Roberts, April 16, and another individual was seen on Barnston Island, May 6.

Contributors.—(BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (ARD) A. R. Davidson; (RD) Rudi Drent; (WMH) Walter M. Hagen-stein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. Werner H. Hesse; (JH) James Hicks; William Hughes; (LK) Lucile Kline; Norbert Leupold; (TM) Thomas McCamant; (GM) George McKay; (PN) Paul Newcomb; (DN) Doris Nye; Frank Oldaker; (JO) Jim Olson; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; Doug Rogers; Jack Sarles; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling; Betty Westerborg; (BW) Betty Wise; (DW) Dick Witt; (GW) Gwen Wright; (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society. 


The Nesting Season, 1961

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Thomas H. Rogers

The breeding season in the Region can only be characterized as extremely hot and for the most part decidedly dry. Cool weather with heavy rain in early June, continuing the trend of the spring season, gave way abruptly to temperatures in the 90's and above day after day. The mercury went 
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above 100° at Baker each month and the heat at Spokane reached a peak of 108° on Aug. 4, after a number of readings in the high 90's. Rainfall was practically nil during this time. S. O. Stanley, reporting for the Spokane, Wash. area expressed the opinion that the mild winter, followed by a moist spring and hot summer, was conducive to a good nesting season, with plenty of insects, fruit, and other food available. C. J. Henry, reporting for the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., noted that grasshoppers there had reached threatening numbers. R. L. Hand, reporting from Missoula, believed that many broods of birds were smaller than usual, but hesitated to say that this had any direct connection with the heat and drought. The Regional Editor's impression, from the other reports and from personal observations, is that the production of young birds was perhaps somewhere near normal. Ann Ward reported for the Baker, Oreg. area, and Jim Acton of the Spokane Bird Club was responsible for most of the shorebird observations in the Spokane area.

Loons, Grebes and Waterfowl.—The excellent, detailed report of Werner and Hildegard Hesse for the Chilcotin and Cariboo areas of southern British Columbia contained the only breeding data on the Common Loon. They found young loons on Anahim and Puntzi Lakes in June. They also noted nests or young of the Red-necked and Horned Grebes. The only other reports of nests or young of grebes were of the Red-necked at Newman Lake and Waitts Lake (Spokane Bird Club) and the Eared at Reardan (Lynn LaFave), all in eastern Washington. Unusual records were furnished by a pair of White Pelicans and an adult and 2 immature Black-crowned Night Herons at Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. on Aug. 8 (LL). A Trumpeter Swan nest in the Bozeman, Mont. area had produced 3 downy cygnets by June 29 (P. D. Skaar). Waterfowl populations in Washington were believed by the State Game Commission to be high, particularly in the Columbia Basin, where the Mallard population was referred to as "tremendous" (article in the Spokane Spokesman-Review, Aug. 18). C. J. Henry reported that the semi-domesticated flock of Canada Geese at the Bison Range produced 3 broods, containing 7, 5 and 3 young. "Our favorite gander," he wrote, "was also found dead of a wound that was probably inflicted by one of Texas Longhorns. He had frequently attacked humans and had been seen going after horses." Another oddity was the presence of a female Hooded Merganser on the Spokane River in downtown Spokane in late June (LL).

Hawks and Eagles.—Hawk populations seemed about as usual. A pair of the uncommon Ferruginous Hawk was noted near Odessa, Lincoln Co., Wash. (LL). Good-sized young Golden Eagles were noted in a nest in the Bozeman area on July 8 (PDS). Numbers of this species seemed to be decreasing at the Bison Range. Up to 4 Bald Eagles were noted at 6 localities in the Chilcotin and Cariboo. Ann Ward followed the progress of a Marsh Hawk nest near Haines, Oreg. and concluded that an unknown enemy was at work, for the nest contained 7 eggs on April 28, 4 young and 1 egg on May 17 and 1 downy young on May 31.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Eight young Mountain Quail were seen in the Eagle Creek area near Baker, Oreg. Production of Chukars at the Bison Range appeared to be excellent, with many large broods, but the Gray Partridge there seemed to have poorer production. Broods of the latter at Missoula were small in many cases, containing only 2 to 4 young, but the species apparently had a very successful season in eastern Washington, according to LaFave.

Shorebirds.—The outstanding event in this category was the finding of breeding Semipalmated Plovers in the Chilcotin area of British Columbia, hundreds of miles south of any other breeding site that has been reported for the province. The three downy young were observed near LeBlanc Lake near the Chilanko River. Twelve more adults were observed on the banks of the Chilanko River about 2 miles to the north. Two Lesser Yellowlegs with 1 young were noted at Phililloo Lake on June 18. In eastern Washington the advance fall migrants had begun arriving by July 15 (Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs) (SBC).

Gulls and Terns.—A Franklin's Gull near Baker, Oreg., on June 19 was Ann Ward's first for the area. The Common Tern appeared at the Bison Range, where it occurs occasionally. Also an uncommon record was the occurrence of 10 adult and 2 immature Caspian Terns at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. on Aug. 8 (LL).

Owls.—Young Great Horned Owls were observed at Baker, the Bison Range and Bozeman. A pair of Burrowing Owls was seen with 5 young at Baker on June 20. The Short-eared Owl appeared to be building up its numbers again in eastern Washington (LL). However, of 3 nests observed at Baker between March 19 and May 28 at least 2 were unsuccessful.

Poor-wills, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—Two Poor-wills, uncommon in northeastern Washington, were seen near Scotsman Lake in Pend Oreille County on June 20 (LL). Up to 12 Black Swifts were noted at several places in the Chilcotin area. Two male Black-chinned Hummingbirds were noted at Shuswap Lake, B. C. (D. Stirling). This appears to be close to the margin of the species' breeding range. All species of hummingbirds were scarce at the Bison Range and the Rufous was scarce at Missoula. The group appeared to be in normal numbers elsewhere.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—The rare William-son's Sapsucker was seen at Eagle Creek near Baker, Oreg. and a pair was noted at Signal Peak, 35 miles southwest of White Swan, Yakima Co., Wash. (LL). A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was noted near Sullivan Lake and 2 pairs of Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen at Salmo Pass, both places in Pend Oreille County, Wash. (LL). Hand reported that, for the first time in his experience, the Western Kingbird outnumbered the Eastern in the Missoula; Mont. area. At Baker a number of the birds nested around transformers on power poles. (Your Regional Editor has noted several nests of this species in the same sort of location. Is this the experience of others also?) An unusual occurrence of the Least Flycatcher was 1 seen and heard at Lac La Hache in the Cariboo
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on June 17 and farther west near Chilanko Forks on June 27-28.

Swallows and Jays.—Hand commented that the Violet-green Swallow has virtually stopped using nest boxes at Missoula since the Starling became common. Clark's Nutcracker was generally scarce in the lowlands but was noted in the high mountains of eastern Washington (LL), in the higher parts of the Bison Range, in Gallatin County, Mont. (PDS) and in the mountains near Baker, Oreg.

Chickadees and Dippers.—Mountain Chickadees were found feeding young in the nest in the Tumwater Recreation Area in Wenatchee National Forest, Chelan Co., Wash. at an altitude of only 1800 ft. (Bob & Elsie Boggs). The rare Boreal Chickadee was noted again at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LL). A pair of Dippers was feeding young in the nest on July 7 and 14 near Baker. Adults were feeding young in the nest during mid-June along Bridger Creek near Bozeman (CVD).

Wrens, Mimic Thrushes and Thrushes.—The Callon Wren was observed along the Madison River, Madison Co., Mont. for the fourth consecutive year (PDS). Inadvertently omitted from the summer report for 1959 was the occurrence of a Mockingbird on June 7, along the Bozeman–West Yellowstone Road within Yellowstone Park, almost on the Montana–Wyoming boundary. A heavy movement of migrants was in progress at the spot and it seems likely that the bird was caught up in this movement (PDS). Two young Robins were still in the nest at Spokane on Aug. 4. With the temperature officially 108° that afternoon, the parent made no attempt, during the observation, to feed the young, but perched quietly on the nest rim, beak agape (TR). At Missoula many Robins were noted with 1 and 2 young, but elsewhere the crop of young appeared more or less normal. Two nests of Swainson's Thrush were located: 1 near Baker had 2 eggs about July 4 and 3 nestlings on the 20th and the other nest at Twin Lakes, Kootenai Co., Idaho with 3 young about a week old, July 8 (LL). Hand reported the Mountain Bluebird scarcer than ever at Missoula. This scarcity apparently did not extend to other localities, however.

Warblers and Blackbirds.—Warbler numbers appeared to be at least up to normal. Two species whose breeding activities seldom are reported were observed: the nest of a Townsend's Warbler, May 22, on the horizontal limb of a fir tree about 80 ft. up, at the Tumwater campground; and Wilson's Warbler feeding newly fledged young, July 22, in the mountains near Baker at an elevation of about 5500 ft. Blackbird numbers likewise appeared large. The Brown-headed Cowbird appeared to be almost numerous around Spokane (SBC) and in the Chilcotin, where a maximum of 20 were seen at Anahim Lake on July 21. Two cowbird eggs were found in a House Finch Nest at Spokane (TR) and an egg was found in a Traill's Flycatcher nest, also at Spokane (Jim Acton). The species appeared to be decidedly scarce at Missoula, however.

Finches and Sparrows.—A House Finch was feeding a fully-fledged young on April 30 at Spokane (TR). This seems odd, for the bulk of this species appears just beginning to nest in April. Unusual was a pair of House Finches in Bozeman, June 12-23 (CVD). The rarely reported Black Rosy Finch was reported with young in the Bridger Mountains in the Bozeman area on Aug. 5 (CVD). Very few Red Crossbills were noted in the lowlands, but they were observed at several localities in the mountains. A nest of the Am. Goldfinch observed at Pullman, Wash. was completed by June 11 and 2 young left the nest on July 11, presumably a quite early date (Ruth P. Ownbey). Six Grasshopper Sparrows were noted near Greenacres, east of Spokane, on June 10. This is an unusually high number for the locality (LL). A male Clay-colored Sparrow singing in a sage-brush area near Sheridan, Mont. probably represents a westernmost record for the state (PDS). White-crowned Sparrows were noted in the Cariboo–Chilcotin area, in Pine Creek Reserve at 7500 ft. near Baker, above timberline in the Bridger Mountains (CVD) and in the Gallatin River Canyon, Mont. where young were in flight (PDS). The finding of McCown's Longspur at many spots in the Madison River valley from Three Forks south to Varney strongly suggests that the species breeds farther west than the records show. Likewise, a male Chestnut-collared Longspur giving his territorial song near Three Forks probably is a westernmost record at this latitude (PDS).

Corrigendum.—The account of the Rough-legged Hawk, Audubon Field Notes 15(3)  346, appearing in unusual numbers should read "Baker" instead of Bend, Oreg.
[No contributors were acknowledged]

The Nesting Season, 1961

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
/ Dr. Oliver K. Scott

While the Great Basin simmered in continued heat and drought, establishing new weather records, the Central Rockies enjoyed a break in the drought with cooler weather. The Stillwater Refuge, Nev. had the worst breeding season on record. Like most large refuges it is broken up into units but none could be maintained at a decent level. Total duck production was 575 against 20,691 two years ago (Kiger). At Malheur Refuge, Oreg, the situation was as bad. This, the oldest of the refuges, now contains only 500 acres of shallow water instead 
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of the normal 30,000. Obviously, it is producing only a fraction of its usual waterfowl (Kridler). Bear River Refuge, at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake, fares better. Its waters come from the Bear River with headwaters in mountains where the drought was less severe. As a result, at least one of the five units there had normal water, but two others were dry. In spite of its reduced water, Bear River experienced more birds than last year and more production of waterfowl, perhaps forced in from elsewhere. The highest waterfowl concentration was on Aug. 15 with 177,360. The highest populations were of the same species as in previous years. At the top was the Pintail with 89,875; next was Green-winged Teal with 60,700; followed by Redhead with 30,000 and Am. Coot with 21,000; others were in smaller numbers (M. R. Evans). There are few big refuges in the Central Rockies, but Monte Vista, Colo. is growing into one. The production there was double last year. The most common bird is and has been the Mallard with a peak concentration of 10,576 in early August; followed by the Pintail with 5720 at the same time. There were 3 Wood Ducks, a rare bird in this region, during the whole period at Monte Vista (R. C. Brown). At Anaho Island Refuge, Pyramid Lake, Nev. the Double-crested Cormorants failed to nest successfully for the 3rd consecutive year, probably because of motor boats. About 3000 White Pelicans and 3000 California Gulls were reared at this refuge. Over the past 10 years the pelicans have been decreasing (Kiger).

Herons.—The growing refuge at Monte Vista had its first breeding Snowy Egrets (Brown).

Swans.—Malheur had 2 breeding pairs of Trumpeter Swan with 2 young each. Their survival is not yet assured (Kiger). In Jackson Hole, Grand Teton Park, there are now several nesting sites of the Trumpeter near the highway. These are at Flat Creek at Jackson, at Jackson Lake Lodge, and halfway between in a small pond (OKS).

Hawks.—The need for protective legislation in several of the states of this Region has become more desperate each year. We now have professional falconers to contend with as well. This editor will not publish any more specific information on these birds until the situation improves.

Shorebirds.—A Red Phalarope, a casual bird inland, was caught in a mist net at Malheur (Kridler). Malheur managed to have a good migrant shorebird concentration of some species, in spite of the drought: on July 25 there were 14,000 Wilson's Phalaropes and 16,000 Am. Avocets (Kridler).

Owls.—Mrs. Carman had 4 Saw-whet Owls at her home near Grand Junction, Colo., Aug. 15. These birds are little seen in the Rocky Mountain region, but may be more common than generally supposed.

Hummingbirds.—L. M. Baylor found a Calliope Hummingbird nest in the foothills of the mountains of central Idaho near Darlington, June 10. The Calliope is common all through the mountains of this area, although it is often difficult to be sure of the identification. Mrs. Crews, in spite of the drought, had a good year with hummers at Hotchkiss, Colo. She had been feeding a pint of syrup a day. She also has raised a deserted brood of young hummers.

Warblers.—Kridler has demonstrated the power of the mist net again. He netted the Am. Redstart for the first time at Malheur Refuge last fall. Since then he has netted the bird 4 times during this past season.

Buntings.—An Indigo Bunting was seen in the Warner Mountains in extreme northeastern California north of Fort Bidwell on July 2 (McCaskie). The bird is casual over most of the West. The Lazuli Bunting has become abundant in the brushy hill country of Wyoming. Mrs. Lambertsen had a concentration of 100 of them in the cemetery at Rawlins, Wyo., June 5.
[No contributors were acknowledged]


The Nesting Season, 1961

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Bob and Elsie Boggs

More than a month's supply of July rain fell on the Region on the 5-6th. This was practically the only measurable precipitation; the remainder of the season was hot and dry. Nesting was not seriously affected. It actually appeared that mountain birds had an exceptionally good season. There was an excellent crop of seeds and berries on plants at higher elevations.

Grebes, Petrels, Cormorants.—Summering Western Grebes were noted in greater than usual numbers at Ladner, B. C., July 29. Black-footed Albatrosses, Sooty and Pink-footed Shearwaters, and Fork-tailed and Leach's Petrels were observed up to 90 miles off the Oregon coast in the first half of June (BK). Cormorant colonies on Mitlenatch and Mandarte Islands, east of Vancouver Island, appear to be slowly multiplying "in spite of increased human disturbance and heavy crow predation" (DS).

Herons and Bitterns.—Green Herons were seen regularly at Pitt Meadows, B. C. in June and July. Although no definite evidence was given they may have been breeding birds (WHH). A Least Bittern was discovered in the Hoover Lakes area, near Medford, Oreg. July 29 (Betty Jo Hicks, JH).

Waterfowl.—A Canada Goose, with 5 goslings, was seen at Medina, Wash., May 16 (WMH). Black Brant, uncommon in summer, were seen at Tokeland, Wash., June 12 (LDL); and at Sidney, B. C. and Victoria, B. C. (DS) in July. Mallards appeared to have a good breeding season. Wood Ducks produced young on Orcas Island (JIC) and at Pitt Meadows. Either Greater or Lesser Scaup would be considered uncommon at Boundary Bay in British Columbia where, on July 9, 250 scaup in 2 equal-sized flocks 
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flew in at high tide and settled on the beach (GM).

Hawks and Eagles.—A Goshawk (rare) was observed at Pitt Meadows, July 29 (GW). Red-tailed Hawks were nesting in the top of a tall dead tree at Renton, Wash., May 6 (DW). Two adult Golden Eagles and 2 immatures were observed at an elevation of 2500 feet on Vancouver Island, June 7 (David Guthrie, BW). Two immature Bald Eagles were noted at Vancouver, B. C., June 18. One young was produced from a nest at Miracle Beach, Vancouver Island; and 2 young were seen on another nest 7 miles south (BW). A pair of Ospreys was present at a nest near a main road at Point Roberts, July 15 (GM). A Peregrine Falcon (uncommon) was seen on Mitlenatch Island, July 31 (BW). A pair of Sparrow Hawks was photographed at a nest, probably with eggs, on Table Mountain in Kittitas County, Wash. on July 8 (BB, EB).

Grouse, Quail, Cranes.—Spruce Grouse were reported only from E. C. Manning Provincial Park where a brood of 3 young was seen on July 3, and another brood of 4 on July 21. A White-tailed Ptarmigan, accompanied by 3 almost full-grown young, was closely approached on Burrough's Mountain in Mt. Rainier National Park on Aug. 19 (DW). The Gray Partridge appears to be maintaining its low population at Victoria where a covey of 10 was seen in July (A. R. Davidson). Two broods of Mountain Quail were produced at Seabeck, Kitsap Co., Wash. (Ted Mallory); this species was believed to be almost nonexistent in the state. A Sandhill Crane was discovered on June 3 at Pitt Meadows, an area where they formerly nested or occurred in summer.

Rails and Shorebirds.—Seven downy Virginia Rails, only a few hours old, crossed a road at Blaine, Wash., June 24, the first definite breeding record for the locality (LK). Snowy Plovers (3) seen at Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash. on June 12 (LDL) may have been breeding birds. Two Killdeer chicks at Medford, April 15, constitute an early record (Ralph Gysin). A second nesting at Blaine resulted in pictures taken of 2 young and 2 eggs in a nest on July 14 (LK). A Whimbrel was found on the ocean shore at Westport, June 12 (LDL). A Solitary Sandpiper was seen at Black Creek, Vancouver Island, July 28 (Jack Robinson, BW). More study in the Grays Harbor area in the summer is needed to establish statistics as to whether the 50 Sanderlings seen at Westport, June 12, were late spring migrants or summering birds.

Terns, Alcids, Owls.—The uncommon Caspian Tern was seen at Fish Lake, 36 miles east of Medford, Oreg. on July 19 OH) . Young Marbled Murrelets appeared in good numbers at Victoria in early July (GAP). Two Cassin's Auklets were seen at sea off Tillamook Bay in Oregon on June 10 (JBC). Tufted Puffins were seen near the mouth of the Columbia River, about 15 miles offshore, June 12 (BK). Observation of a Barn Owl nest in a silo at Blaine on July 9 showed that the young were able to leave the nest, but were still returning to sleep (LK). A Pygmy Owl was seen on Larch Mountain, 25 miles east of Portland, Oreg., June 17 (JBC). A Spotted Owl was found on Mt. Baker, July 16 (GW).

Goatsuckers, and Hummingbirds.—The Poor-will is considered to be only a straggler in western Oregon so these 2 records for July are remarkable: 1 at the Medford Municipal Airport, and 1 on the Rogue River near Shady Cove, Jackson Co., Oreg. (JH). Young Common Nighthawks were being fed in mid-air in Seattle, Aug. 11 (VEC). A Rufous Hummingbird was gathering nesting material at Sechelt, B. C. from April 12 to 19 (LK).

Kingfishers and Woodpeckers.—A nest of the Belted Kingfisher was found at Oyhut, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., May 10 (Paul Newcomb). Immature Pileated Woodpeckers appeared at Blaine the first week in August. Lewis' Woodpeckers were feeding nestlings on Barnston Island, near Vancouver, B. C., May 28 (WHH); while at Victoria they produced at least 2 broods (DS). Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers were feeding young in E. C. Manning Provincial Park on July 1 (GW). Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers (3) were seen at 4000 feet, Forbidden Plateau, Vancouver Island in July (BW).

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Eastern Kingbirds were regularly seen in Pitt Meadows in June and July, but the first young one was not discovered until July 30. One seen 30 miles north of Victoria on June 1 was out of its known breeding range (GAP). A Western Kingbird was seen on Sauvies Island, near Portland, Oreg., July 30 (JBC). Ash-throated Flycatchers took over a previously used bluebird box near Medford Oreg., and successfully reared only one young, which left the nest on July 5 (RB). A Hammond's Flycatcher was building a nest in a fir about 23 feet from the ground, on a steep hillside, near Lake Wenatchee, Chelan Co., Wash., May 21. A Dusky Flycatcher nest, with 4 eggs, was found in a wild rose at Squilchuck State Park, June 16 (BB, EB). A nest of a Western Flycatcher, containing 3 half-grown young, was built on a bracket under a carport roof of a summer home located on Eld Inlet, near Olympia, July 29 (CB). An Olive-sided Flycatcher nest was located at Snoqualmie Pass, July 9 (BB, EB). Two immatures were catching their own food at Seattle, July 30 (VEC). Violet-green Swallows (6 pairs) nesting in bird boxes at Blaine had brought off all their young by June 30 (LK); at Seattle the young left a box on July 2 (VEC). Six pairs of Tree Swallows nested in boxes at Blaine, and when the young of these were successfully fledged, all the boxes were occupied again (LK). Barn Swallows were still nest-building at Vancouver, B. C., Aug. 10 (WHH). One brood of Purple Martins was fledged in early July from a 6-compartmented box built on a piling at Eld Inlet. Another box, with 4 compartments, contained a nest of 4 small young on July 29. One of these boxes has been used by Purple Martins almost every year since 1938 (CB).

Thrushes, Kinglets, Pipits.—Robins began nest building on March 19 and the last young left another nest on July 16 at Blaine (LK). Varied Thrushes were feeding 3 young in a nest at 5280 feet, at Layout Camp, east of Hart's Pass, Okanogan Co., Wash., June 26 (BB, EB); they were apparently nesting from sea level to 500 feet south of Squamish, B. C., July 12 (GM). Hermit Thrushes were feeding 4 large young in a nest in a Silver Fir near Twin Camp, Snoqualmie Nat'l Forest, King Co., Wash., July 16 (BB, EB); the excited actions of a bird at approximately 5000 feet on Mt. Baker on July 18 indicated the probable presence of a nest or small young (LK). A Swainson's Thrush nest contained 2 eggs and 2 newly hatched young at Eld Inlet, July 30 (CB). A Western Bluebird with eggs at Medford, April 29, was very early (RB). Golden-crowned Kinglets left the nest at Medina, Wash., May 21 (WMH); and 6 newly fledged young all huddled together on a branch were being fed at Stampede Pass, about 10 miles south of Snoqualmie Pass, July 9 (BB, EB). A pair of Water Pipits with 4 young was observed on Mt. Baker, July 16.

Phainopeplas, Vireos, Warblers.—A Phainopepla observed in Medford in mid-May by Mrs. R. M. Kent, Mr. and Mrs. James O. Wanger, and Dr. Elmo Stevenson is a most interesting sight record, as the bird is not known to occur in Oregon. Several Hutton's Vireos (rare) were counted at Miracle Beach between June 15 and Aug. 12 (DS, BW). Three juvenile Red-eyed Vireos were seen at Pitt Meadows, July 22. Townsend's Warblers with young were observed at E. C. Manning Provincial Park on July 1, where immature MacGillivray's Warblers also were seen.

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows.—The Rusty Blackbird, considered only a migrant on the coast of British Columbia by ornithologists, is said by local residents to be a common bird in the vicinity of Squamish, where a male was seen and heard whistling on June 8 (LK). Tiny young of the Purple Finch were being fed on Orcas Island, May 30 (JIC). A female Cassin's Finch was building a nest in the spindly top of a 35-foot Alpine Fir at Hart's Pass, June 28 (BB, EB). The House Finch is spreading northward on Vancouver Island, being observed at Oyster Bay and Black Creek during July (DS, BW). A Pine Grosbeak was picking up fine rootlets, at 5500 feet, near Hart's Pass, June 29. Pine Siskins were seen carrying nesting material at Blaine, April 22 (LK). A White-crowned Sparrow nest contained 4 newly hatched young at Seattle, May 24 (DW). Probably a second nesting was that of a pair that hatched 3 eggs at Blaine on Aug. 4 (LK). At Victoria the birds were considered scarcer than usual. An unusual summer vagrant is the White-crowned Sparrow (gambelii race) seen at Black Creek, July 28 (JR, BW). A pair of Fox Sparrows was feeding 2 young in a nest built in a small fir and huckleberry bush growing close together on Colquhoun Peak, Snoqualmie Nat'l Forest, King Co., Wash., July 22 (BB, EB). Fledgling Song Sparrows were still being fed at Seattle, Aug. 25 (VEC).

Initialed Contributors.—(BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (CB) Mrs. Carl Bunch; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JIC) Mrs. J. I. Colwell; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.; (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. Werner H. Hesse; (JH) James Hicks; (BK) Ben King; (LK) Lucile Kline; (LDL) Lynn D. LaFave; (GM) George McKay; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (JR) Jack Robinson; (DS) David Stirling; (BW) Betty Westerborg; (DW) Dick Witt; (GW) Gwen Wright.
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1960 Comparison
Species Peak Numbers  Date with 1959

Canada Goose 3280 Aug.10 up
Lesser Snow Goose 8100 Nov.12 up
Pintail 220,000 Sept.19 down slightly
Green-winged Teal 127,000 Nov. 18 down
Shoveler 100,000 Sept. 19 up
Canvasback 64,000 Oct. 28 up
Gadwall 37,000 Aug.29 down
Mallard 33,000 Sept. 19 down
Redhead 18,000 Oct. 28 down





