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Autumn Migration, 1959

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Weather during the fall period was, for most of the Region, close to being the coldest and wettest on record. 
    [image: ]
Even August was included in this, with Missoula, Mont. reporting the month as the third coldest on record and September, the coldest since 1934. Spokane, Wash., Banff, Alta., and Baker, Oreg., concurred. At Bozeman, Mont. it appeared to be less extreme in that month. The cold, wet trend continued through October and culminated in blizzard conditions and subzero temperatures at most localities beginning about Nov. 12 and lasting a week or 10 days, after which moderating conditions removed the snow in most localities. Some of the extreme lows were: Calgary, Alta., -30°; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., -33°; Missoula -15°; Bozeman, -26°; Spokane, -2°; and Baker, -3'. In spite of the cold and wet no striking deviations from normal migrational schedules we detected for most species; some appeared earlier, some stayed later. Departure dates in the Bozeman area seemed a little early on the average, however. Perhaps this more or less normal pattern was because the fall, previous to the November storm, was not marked by extreme cold but rather by low average temperature. Some species were forced into movement by the blizzard in November, however. The period had more than the usual number of rare or unusual species. Credit for observations, except where otherwise indicated, is as follows: Southwestern Alberta, E. D. Beacham; Cariboo area, British Columbia, A. J. Erskine; Bozeman, Mont. area, P. D. Skaar; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward, and eastern Washington, Lynn LaFave and/or Warren Hall.

Pelicans, Cormorants, Egrets.--A White Pelican was noted, Sept. 20 and 21, at Vaseaux Lake, southern British Columbia (D. Stirling) and the species was seen in Madison Co., Mont. on the late date of Oct. 18. In the latter area Double-crested Cormorants were seen on Sept. 6. An uncommon record was of a Snowy Egret flying over Baker, Oreg., on Aug. 23.

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were reported from many localities. A single bird, possibly a Trumpeter, flew over Missoula at the unusually early date of Sept. 9. The Whistling Swan was noted as quite plentiful 
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At Ninepipe Refuge south of Ronan, Lake Co., Mont. (C. J. Henry); 200 were counted on Oct. 18 in Madison Co., Mont. Trumpeter Swans were noted throughout the period in the latter area. Record-breaking numbers of ducks were present in the Columbia Basin of Central Washington during November. Counts made by the state game department and the Fish and Wildlife Service indicated about 350,000 birds. Geese numbered some 18,000. However, the zero weather of mid-month drove between one-third and one-half of the waterfowl out of the area. By the end of the month, as the weather moderated, the birds moved back in, showing even higher numbers than earlier. Green-winged Teal were unusually abundant in some localities. At least 500 were at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash., Nov. 28 and Hand noted that this species was, next to the Mallard, the commonest duck at Missoula! A few Blue-winged Teal tarried at Moraine Lake near Lake Louise, Alta., elevation 5,000 ft., at least to Sept. 2. The species was noted to Oct. 4 in Madison Co., Mont. A Wood Duck was taken at Bozeman on the late date of Nov. 7 (C. V. Davis). Barrow's Goldeneyes were numerous, being the most common duck noted on a trip through the Cariboo area on Oct. 10-11. A few Red-breasted Mergansers were noted at the National Bison Range. 

Vultures and Hawks.—A Turkey Vulture, uncommon in eastern Washington, was noted at Turnbull Refuge on Sept. 8. Hawks appeared to be in normal numbers. The blizzard of mid-November apparently brought in Rough-legged Hawks (Missoula; Baker, Oreg., Moses Lake, Wash.) and the Prairie Falcon (Missoula and Bozeman).

Grouse and Pheasants.—A few Spruce Grouse (females and nearly grown young) were seen at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash., where they are quite uncommon in late August. Ring-necked Pheasant numbers appeared to be down at Baker, Oreg. but California Quail were plentiful there. 

Cranes and Shorebirds.—Sandhill Cranes were moving in numbers in the Okanogan area of southern British Columbia and north-central Washington the latter part of September, with two flocks totaling 450 noted on Sept. 20 at Richter Pass, B. C. (D. Stirling). Hand characterized the shorebird migration at Missoula as beginning early and ending late. It was about the best fall in his experience for continued observation of the less common species. In eastern Washington most species arrived at about the average time but many stayed later than usual. Many rare species were noted there. A flock of 200-300 Killdeer in one field at Baker, Oreg., Sept. 16, was noteworthy. An Am. Golden Plover was collected at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash, on Sept. 19 and a Black-bellied Plover on Sept. 27 was Hand's first for Missoula and his second for western Montana. A Ruddy Turnstone, very rare in eastern Washington was seen at Reardan on Aug. 22 and on Sept. 5 one was collected there, the second specimen from eastern Washington. A peak of 400 Baird's Sandpipers was noted in Madison Co., Mont. on Aug. 26 and 30 Dunlins at Moses Lake, Wash. on Nov. 28 represented an unusually large number. The very rare Stilt Sandpiper was collected at Reardan, Wash. and a Sanderling, rare in central Washington, was collected at O'Sullivan Dam. The real rarity, however, was a Hudsonian Godwit, collected at O'Sullivan Dam, Sept. 12. This is the second published record west of the Continental Divide in the United States, excepting Alaska. Highly noteworthy also was the finding of a Red Phalarope, Aug. 26, Madison Co., Mont. This is believed to be the second sight record for the state.

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns.—An immature Long-tailed Jaeger was collected at Missoula on Sept. 3. A single Bonaparte's Gull turned up again in eastern Washington (Reardan, Aug. 27) and at Spokane on Oct. 4 (Spokane Bird Club) and a single Franklin's was noted at Spokane the last of September. A Glaucous-winged Gull was seen at Spokane (J. Acton). Two Black Terns at Sprague Lake near Sprague, Wash., constituted a very late date.

Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—A Burrowing Owl at Cow Lake near Sprague, Wash. on Sept. 12 furnished a late date. Short-eared Owls were apparently less common. The largest number reported was 7 on Nov. 28, eastern Washington. The November storm brought at least 3 to Missoula. Common Nighthawks apparently departed at about the usual time, despite the cool fall. Several were still at Bozeman on Sept. 22 (C. V. Davis). Missoula had a flight of them on Sept. 15, the last date there. One straggler was at Spokane on Sept. 16 (S.B.C.). A Poor-will was identified at Missoula on Sept. 15. This was Hand's first. One was found dead at Spokane on Sept. 24. It is uncommon there. About 40 Vaux's Swifts were noted at Granite Creek Falls, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Aug. 30 and 8 were noted at Kalispell, Mont. on Aug. 24 (AJE). White-throated Swifts were still present in numbers on Sept. 24 at Sun Lakes, north-central Washington. Rufous Hummingbirds lingered into September around Spokane (last on 27th—S.B.C.), Baker (last on 21st) and Kelowna, B. C. (Sept. 3). Despite the cool fall, lack of a killing frost until Oct. 1 probably accounted for the late date at Spokane.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—The latest report of Lewis' Woodpecker was from Baker, Sept. 22. A post card from Cambridge, England told of the noting of the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker at Cooke City, Mont., Aug. 26 (I.C.T. Nisbet). The latest date for the Eastern Kingbird was Sept. 7 at Missoula, but the Western was noted at the late date of Sept. 20 at Nighthawk, Wash. (DS). Empidonax flycatchers were noted in September at several places and one was seen at Baker on Oct. 2. A peak migration of flycatchers was detected in eastern Washington about Aug. 27, when about 25 individuals of several species were observed in one small area. Horned Larks decreased markedly in numbers at Missoula about Oct. 10, whereas they normally appear by the hundreds in late October. Swallows seemed to leave somewhat sooner than usual, presumably because cool weather decreased the supply of flying insects. "Tremendous" flocks were forming at Baker by Aug. 13 and a flock of about 800 Violet-green Swallows was noted south
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of Greenacres, near Spokane (TR).

Jays, Chickadees, Creepers.—Steller's Jay appeared several times at the National Bison Range; heretofore it was not on the bird list for the Range. Also unusual was one individual in sage-brush near Sprague, Wash. Around the town of Banff, Alta., Black-billed Magpies are becoming more common, apparently at the expense of the Common Raven and Clark's Nutcracker. The finding and collecting of several Boreal Chickadees again in northeastern Washington (Pend Oreille County) appears to indicate they are rare permanent residents there (LaFave). As many as 6 Brown Creepers appeared at one time in Ann Ward's back yard at Baker, Oreg.

Wrens, Thrushes, Pipits, Waxwings.—Rock Wren occurrences, usually little reported during migration in the Region, were: Missoula, last noted on Sept. 3; present to Sept. 12, Wheatland Co., Mont.; "very abundant" at National Bison Range; migrating group of 4 near Spokane, Sept. 4 (TR), and a group of 5 at Penticton, B. C. on Sept. 21 (DS). Robins appeared to be migrating chiefly from late September until mid-October. Indications were that few would winter in the Region. On Little Lookout Mountain at 6,000 ft., near Baker, Oreg., a migrating group of 200 Western Bluebirds was seen. Large flocks of Mountain Bluebirds were noted at Baker by mid-September and the Bison Range had a wave of them at the end of the month. Water Pipits moving during September and October, showed peaks in late September and the first week of October. Whether the Region would experience a good Bohemian Waxwing winter was not yet clear. The earliest date was Oct. 18 near Edwall, Wash. and a flock of at least 500 was reported at Spokane (S.B.C.). Cedar Waxwings appeared in flocks up to 50 (Spokane, Oct. 20).

Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—A strong migrational movement of Starlings was noted about the last of October at Missoula. A flock of 80 was noted near Kalispell, Mont. on Oct. 11 (TR). Warbling Vireo song and food-carrying was still observed on Aug. 16 at Bozeman. As is often the case with fall departures, Baker, Oreg., had the latest dates for vireos: Solitary, Sept. 20; Red-eyed, Sept. 15, and Warbling, Sept. 18. Six Townsend's Warblers, not often reported from the Region, were noted at Pine Creek near Baker on Sept. 7. The Northern Water-thrush, reported only from Bozeman, was noted (singing) to Aug. 16. A late record for Audubon's Warbler was of 4 birds at O'Sullivan Dam, Wash. on Nov. 28.

Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Latest dates for Yellow-headed Blackbirds were: Reardan, Oct. 12 (SBC); 6 at Baker on Oct. 13 and 1 at Keremeos, B. C. (DS) on Sept. 20 (in each case with Brewer's and Red-winged Blackbirds) and Missoula, Aug. 31. Large flocks of Brewer's occurred in August and September. A Western Tanager was fly-catching at Bozeman on Nov. 1, a very late date.

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were mentioned more frequently this fall and at Baker appeared in unusual numbers, being seen regularly there the latter half of August. A Lazuli Bunting nest with fledglings was found near St. Ignatius, Mont. on the late date of Aug. 18 (RLH). LaFave reported that Red Crossbills, Cassin's Finches and Evening Grosbeaks seemed much more common in eastern Washington during the late summer and fall. The former species was reported elsewhere only from the Cariboo. Redpolls appeared commonly in November. A flock on Nov. 27 at the Bison Range was believed to be the rare Hoary Redpoll. M. C. Haggin came upon a remarkable concentration of about 200 Rufous-sided Towhees near Penewawa on the Snake River, Washington on Oct. 4. The latest observations for Savannah Sparrows were 1 near Spokane on Oct. 14 (TR) and Missoula, Oct. 23, both later than usual. The uncommon Grasshopper Sparrow (1) was seen at Reardan, Wash. on Sept 5. The latest date for the Vesper Sparrow was Sept. 30 at Missoula. Oregon Juncos were entering town areas in late September and early October. A few Slate-colored Juncos appeared at Baker, Missoula, the Bison Range and several places in eastern Washington. A few Chipping Sparrows were noted throughout September at Spokane (S.B.C.) and the species was recorded on the very late date of Oct. 24 at Missoula. A Harris' Sparrow was seen at Missoula on Oct. 16; an adult and an immature were identified at Bozeman, Nov. 1. The adult was collected the next day. White-crowned Sparrows were noted migrating from Aug. 28 (near Spokane—TR) to Nov. 28 (Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash.). A very heavy movement was reported by D. Stirling in the Okanogan area between Sept. 20 and 25. An albino was noted with a flock of about 100 White-crowns at Nighthawk, Wash. (DS). An adult and 2 immature Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared at Spokane, Sept. 11 (Stephen O. Stanley) and an immature was noted there on Sept. 26-27 (TR). One or possibly 2 White-throated Sparrows were noted near the Madison River west of Bozeman on Oct. 18. Lapland Longspurs again appeared at Missoula, in smaller numbers than in previous years (groups of 4 or 5) from Sept. 4 to Nov. 17. Snow Buntings were observed in the Cariboo (Oct. 11), at the Bison Range (late October, November) and at Banff and Missoula in November.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 108 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.

Corrigenda.—Audubon Field Notes 13: 444-446 (1959): Non-incubating female ducks in the Cariboo were mostly Am. Widgeon and Blue-winged Teal. Scoter records in the Cariboo were probably all of 1 bird, collected on July 13 in a moribund condition. Credit for 90 of the Starling nest observations should go to W. D. McLaren.


Autumn Migration, 1959

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The Great Basin has been in the grips of a drought, which was temporarily broken in September; but November was again dry. It was the driest November in 16 years in Utah. The Rocky Mountain division was better off and in general had good moisture, even in southwestern Colorado (Durango) which is usually different. The temperatures were average or above. Bear River, the great refuge at the north end of 
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the Great Salt Lake, reported waterfowl down 30 per cent from the 10-year average. Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada, not far from Reno, was down 50 per cent from last year in ducks but geese were much the same (Kiger).
     [image: ]
The situation at Monte Vista Refuge in southern central Colorado is different. This refuge is being steadily expanded physically and improved with larger numbers and new birds being found each year (Bryant). Due to the Great Basin drought the number of waterfowl increased at Ruby Lakes in central Nevada (Clair Aldous, refuge manager). With the warm, wet fall in the Rockies the landbird migration seemed very good.

Pelicans.—David Marshall, the biologist at Malheur in eastern Oregon, reported that owing to the drought Malheur Lake is only one-third of last year's size. The carp have increased mightily and eaten off the Sago Pondweed; ducks and swans bypassed Malheur this year. The smaller volume of lake so concentrated the fish that White Pelicans had a field day between Aug. 15 and Sept. 30 it was estimated 30,000 of these birds were present, an all-time record. The pelicans ate so much carp that some were unable to fly and were caught by the airboat of the refuge. The number of fish the birds were holding were measured; the pelican eat 2 pounds of fish per day. As a result, it is estimated that the pelicans removed 5 million pounds of carp from Malheur during the past summer and fall, and there has been a noticeable reduction in carp. Incidentally, in the season summary of the last issue of Audubon Field Notes it was indicated 20,000 White Pelicans nested at Malheur. Actually, there were 420 nests on Malheur and Harney Lakes. Only 7 young survived. Coyotes were believed to cause a sudden disappearance of eggs and young and 360 nests were abandoned. The successfully reared young came from the Harney Lake colony. Bobcats and Coyotes increased with recent wet years with the abundance of rodents and rabbits in the Malheur region. With the drought there has been a heavy die-off of these animals. The predators have had to look elsewhere. Catching waterfowl for banding purposes in the Blitzen Valley at Malheur had to be given up because of predation. Stillwater in western Nevada, with the low water, had an increase of White Pelicans as the fish were concentrated. However, there were only 1800 birds.

Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan of Jackson Hole had a successful breeding season. There was a record 70 birds on Flat Creek, beside the highway at Jackson in western Wyoming on Nov. 6 (Ernest Greenwalt, refuge manager). This figure included 14 cygnets. There birds will spend the winter on the several warm springs of Jackson Hole in and out of the newly enlarged Grand Teton Park. Because of the changes at Malheur, instead of 18,000 Whistling Swans as last year, there were only 800 present this fall (Marshall). At Bear River there were 18,750 by the end of this period (Bolwahnn). Three Whistling Swans showed up at Monte Vista in southern Colorado for the first time on Nov. 1 (Bryant).

Geese.—The geese are dependent on grain crops and in a refuge like Malheur the population depends less on water level than on surrounding grain. In eastern Oregon this was a poor crop year and the maximum for Snow Geese was 10,000 in mid-October, less than half last year's population. However, Canada Geese held up well and there were 8,000 present on Nov. 23 (Marshall). A rarity reported was a Blue Goose on Nov. 5 at Bear River (Bolwahnn). At Stillwater in western Nevada Snow Geese were down to 3,500 in the refuge, but up to a normal 10,000 in the adjoining valley. Due to the drought the amount of Knot-grass (Paspalum distichum) was reduced in the refuge. This grass is the Snow Goose's principal food in the area (Kiger).

Ducks.—The fall migration of ducks was generally down from last year. The peak of the Bear River migration was 490,500 ducks in October, and the common ones in order were Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Am. Widgeon, Shoveler, Gadwall and Ruddy Duck (Bolwahnn). The changes in duck population at Malheur are almost entirely a reflection of the change in food status. With the loss of Sago Pondweed the population of Canvasbacks dropped to about 1,000 birds from 150,000 two years ago. Actual numbers of ducks at Malheur were about the same as last year—about one-third the number of the year before. The peak of the duck migration was about mid-October with 180,000 birds. There were 50,000 Gadwall, 55,000 Am. Widgeon, and 40,000 Ruddy Ducks as the principal birds. The Gadwall and Ruddy figures are high. It was found these ducks were feeding on Coontail (Ceratophyllum demersum), a submerged aquatic plant which often is used in aquariums. Previously, Coontail was not thought to be important waterfowl food (Marshall). Stillwater reported Shovelers at 23,000 and Green-winged Teal at 50,000. These were the only ducks up to last year's numbers. Am. Coot appears to be a problem at Stillwater with a peak of 88,000 on Aug. 25, a record high figure (Kiger). Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho is different, as the most common duck is the Mallard. On Nov. 20, 619,000 out of 688,000 ducks were Mallards. Deer Flat Refuge freezes late, and when nearby Oregon freezes the census at Deer Flat goes up. The high count for the season was Nov. 30 and consisted of Mallard 630,000, Pintail 50,000, Am. Widgeon 12,000, 
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Shoveler 10,000, and Common Merganser 10,000 (Gene Crawford, refuge manager). Another essentially Mallard refuge is Monte Vista in southern Colorado. The high there was 68,400 on Nov. 22, a new high for this growing refuge. The next nearest ducks were Pintail and Green-winged Teal with only 1,000 of each (Bryant).

Hawks.—Peregrine Falcons up to 3 were reported during most of October from Monte Visa Refuge in southern Colorado (Bryant). This bird is regular but unusual in the fall in the Rockies. More Golden Eagles were seen this fall than ever before on the central Wyoming flyway west of Casper. Forty were seen in an hour on Nov. 1 (OKS). The flyway is believed to run from the Big Horn Mountains to Pine Mountain and then down the Laramie Range.

Sandhill Crane.—Mrs. Carman reported from the fabulous valley at Grand Junction flocks up to 200 at a time migrating along the Colorado River. There are other reports of cranes from this area, which are too remarkable to mention without confirmation.

Shorebirds.—The drying up of much of Malheur left huge mud flats for shorebirds. On Sept. 2 there were 42,000 dowitchers and 6,000 "peeps," mostly Westerns, with a few Least. An unusual occurrence was an Am. Golden Plover, Sept. 7 (collected) and Sanderling and Semipalmated Plover on the same date (Marshall). Other rarities are a Black-bellied Plover at Stillwater, Aug. 19 (Kiger).

Jaegers.—W. J. Fitzpatrick of Yosemite Park reported a Parasitic Jaeger on Oct. 10 at Mono Hot Springs, Calif., on the western edge of the Great Basin. As far as the editor is aware this is the first record from that part of the Great Basin.

Owls.—Gleb Kashin, whose luck with owls is remarkable, reported the Pygmy Owl back in the cemetery at Salt Lake City. He also reported 2 Flammulated Owls in City Creek Canyon at Salt Lake on Sept. 27. These last were shown to Lockerbie. He had a Saw-whet Owl in Dry Canyon at Salt Lake, Sept. 30. These three owls are all thought to be uncommon in Utah. Kashin commented on the abundance of the Great Horned Owl in the Salt Lake region. This owl is highly successful all through the Mountain States.

Swifts.—An extraordinary flight of 100 Black Swifts was seen by Mrs. J. J. Crews at Hotchkiss on the mesa in western Colorado on Sept. 26 and 3 subsequent days. This bird is not too uncommon in this part of Colorado, but this observation points out how little is known of this region although in the higher mountains to the east the birdlife is well documented.

Hummingbirds.—Oppie Reames reported on abundant migration of hummingbirds at Durango in the last two weeks of August while Mrs. Crews in the mesa country, 150 miles to the north, reported there were few. The hummingbird is relatively very common in this general region. At Durango the hummers are Broad-tailed, Rufous and Black-chinned.

Woodpeckers.—Sidney Hyde at Gunnison, in central Colorado on the western slope, finally found Downy Woodpeckers in the mountains but none in the lower country.

Western Bluebirds.—Kashin had 10 Western Bluebirds at Green Lake near Red Canyon on the Green River north of Vernal in the Uinta Mountains of northern Utah. This bird ordinarily is not present in northern Utah, but the southern and eastern side of the Uintas is so little known that status there is hypothetical.

Warblers.—Richard Follett had a Black-throated Gray Warbler, Sept. 19, in the Cache Valley of northern Utah, where it is not as common as elsewhere. The variety of warblers seen in Cheyenne, in southeastern Wyoming on the edge of the Wyoming plateau, was very good, but Mrs. Hanesworth thought there were fewer than usual. On Sept. 19 she had Townsend's Warbler in Cheyenne, unusual that far east. Kashin reports the peak of the warbler migration was Sept. 24 at Salt Lake City. He had the heaviest migration of Wilson's Warblers he had ever seen.

Meadowlark.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss on the mesa in western Colorado had an Eastern Meadowlark, Sept. 20, the first record for that area.

Dickcissel.—On Oct. 1, in a cemetery at Salt Lake City, Kashin had 5 Dickcissel which may be one the first records for Utah.

Longspurs.—R. G. McCaskie of Tahoe City, Calif. had 3 Lapland Longspurs in Lower Klamath Basin just over the line in California, on Nov. 27. This is still considered part of the Great Basin. There are few records of this species in California.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th Street, Casper, Wyo. 
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NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The latter half of August was moderately rainy, after a dry summer. The rain, which continued the first part of September, was accompanied by fairly high temperatures, which caused lawns and gardens in the Puget Sound area to revive. Not until the middle of November was there any extreme cold weather and the snow which fell at Vancouver, B. C. lay on the ground from November 14 to 17. This brief cold period was followed by heavy rains. Migration of land birds was generally reported by most observers as late. Waves or spectacular movements in the Region are not common at any time, but Mrs. Zella Schultz reported small laves" of Swainson's Thrushes passing through her yard north of
           [image: ]
Seattle on Sept. 1, 8, and 22. On the evening of Sept. 21 observers in south Seattle heard thrushes, which undoubtedly included the Swainson's flying overhead from 7 to 11 P.M.; the sky was overcast, and it was raining lightly. Robins continued to use a roost in south Seattle, although the area now is being gradually cleared for urban development. Bob and Elsie Boggs and their two young boys spent the last week in August at Willapa Bay in Washington in the new state park, Leadbetter Point. This is a vast area which takes in several miles of inner harbor and ocean beach. If the State Park Commission chooses to leave these acres of tide flats on the bay in natural condition, it promises to be a good area for observing migrating shorebirds for years to come.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters.—Common Loons were seen at Blaine, Wash. on Aug. 22 (WHH), and were in usual numbers by Oct. 9 (LHK). The Red-throated Loon was regularly seen at Point Roberts, Wash. after Oct. 3 (WHH, AJE), and at Blaine after Sept. 20. Red-necked Grebes were numerous the last two weeks of September at Victoria. Western Grebe counts were up: 1,350, Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 26 (RD); 62, Blaine, Sept. 25 (LHK); 120, Point Roberts, Sept. 26 (AJE). Sooty Shearwaters were seen at Depoe Bay, Oreg. from July 23 until Oct. 18; these were mostly in small numbers (EAB). The highest number reported was a flock of several thousand in Willapa Bay, Aug. 28; and possibly it was the same birds that were seen at Grays Harbor 2 days later.

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Whistling Swans (20) flew over Clear Lake, Skagit Co., Wash., Nov. 5 (CHC). Canada Geese (4) were seen at Elk Lake, Vancouver Island, Aug. 25 (RD); flocks were seen from the Fauntleroy-Southworth ferry near Seattle on Sept. 29 (JK); at Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC), and at Blaine, Oct. 7, 10 & 11 (LHK). Black Brant were first seen at Grays Harbor on Sept. 6 and at Seattle, Nov. 8 (VEC). At Victoria 2 or 3 small flocks of White-fronted Geese were seen. About 2500 Snow Geese were observed at Canoc Pass, near Ladner, B. C. on Nov. 8. Spectacular movements of most ducks did not occur. A general summary is as follows: Mallard, migration when detected appeared to occur in early October; Gadwall, scarce in most localities; Pintail, late; Green-winged Teal, late; Blue-winged Teal, not reported; Shoveler, late; Greater Scaup, a good movement of birds, Oct. 3 to 5, at Point Roberts; Lesser Scaup, not reported; Common Goldeneye, scarce until mid-November; Barrow's Goldeneye, for the most part in usual numbers (but 14 seen at Departure Bay near Nanaimo, Vancouver Island, Oct. 24, by David and Ruth Stirling was unusual); Bufflehead, arrived on time; Harlequin Duck, a few seen by most observers; White-winged Scoter, in usual numbers; Surf Scoter, numerous by October. The only Wood Ducks reported were 10 at Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. on Sept. 27; they are regular residents of this city park.

Hawks.—A very late date for the Turkey Vulture is Oct. 7 when 2 were seen at Gaston, Oreg., 25 miles southwest of Portland (JB). A Rough-legged Hawk was picked up dead at Canoc Pass, Oct. 25 (BH). Golden Eagles were north of Omak, Wash. on Sept. 18 (WMH); at Mt. Vernon, Wash., Nov. 15 (CHC); and 1 adult and 2 immatures at Victoria the last two weeks of October and the first week in November (V.N.H.S.). On Oct. 5 Mrs. Kline at Blaine watched one of 3 Bald Eagles catch a gull, sit on a rock and eat it until it was light enough to carry to a treetop to finish.

Cranes.—Six Sandhill Cranes were flying low in a southeasterly direction near Comox, Vancouver Island on Sept. 8 (DS, RS).

Shorebirds.—Two pairs of Black Oystercatchers nested on Mandarte Island near Sidney, B. C. and were still there in August (RD); 10 were noted at Victoria, Oct. 11 (WHH). Semipalmated Plover were seen at Seattle from Aug. 15 to 25 (VEC); at Willapa Bay from Aug. 25 to 29 (BB, EB); at Blaine, Aug. 22 (WHH); and at Victoria they were reported as more numerous than usual, in flocks of up to 22, from the middle of June to the end of September (V.N.H.S.). Two Snowy Plover were seen with other shorebirds as they congregated at high tide on the tide flats of Stackpole Harbor at Willapa
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Bay, Aug. 25 (BB, EB). The peak of the migration of Killdeer at Blaine occurred on Oct. 22 when 40 were counted (LHK). Am. Golden Plover records were numerous: 1 at Ediz Hook and 2 at Sekiu, Wash., Sept. 2 (VEC); 5 at Victoria, Sept. 2 to Oct. 3, and one shot by a hunter in the middle of October (V.N.H.S.). Black-bellied Plover were reported by most observers: the peak counts were 30, Canoc Pass, July 18 (WHH); 32, Willapa Bay, Aug. 28; one seen at Victoria in nuptial plumage was earlier than usual. Surfbirds were found on Mendarte Island from the middle of August to the middle of September (GvT, fide RD) and the highest count was 22 at Victoria, Oct. 11 (WHH). Ruddy Turnstones (2) were observed at Willapa Bay, Aug. 24; and at Blaine, Nov. 7 (WHH). Black Turnstones were seen regularly on Mendarte Island in August; the peak count was 75 at Victoria, Sept. 12; and the last date reported was Nov. 21 at Point Roberts. The Whimbrel was noted at Blaine, Aug. 22 (WHH); and at Grays Harbor, Aug. 30 (BB, EB). Two Upland Plover were observed at Victoria, Sept. 2 (GAP, et al.); this large shorebird of the interior is very rare on the coast. The earliest date for the Wandering Tattler was Aug. 11 at Mendarte Island (RD); they also were observed in small numbers at Point Roberts, Aug. 15; Blaine, Aug. 22 (WHH); Ilwaco, Aug. 26 (BB, EB); Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC) ; Victoria, Oct. 11 (WHH); and were last seen at Point Roberts, Oct. 18. On Oct. 31 a Willet was found at Victoria (GAP, others). There were 11 in a flock at Blaine; this was Mrs. Kline's first record. The earliest date for Greater Yellowlegs was Aug. 18 at Seattle (VEC), and the last birds were seen on Nov. 10 at Port Townsend (JK). Lesser Yellowlegs were migrating through Seattle for a week beginning Aug. 18; were at Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC), and at Weaverling Spit on Fidalgo Bay on Sept. 7 (BB, EB). A Knot was seen near Astoria, Oreg. on Sept. 26 (JB); this bird is a rare straggler on the ocean coasts of Oregon, yet it is usually common at Willapa Bay, where they were seen on Aug. 23 & 25. Rock Sandpipers were reported only from Victoria where they were up to usual numbers (V. N. H. S., WHH). The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, a rare migrant on Vancouver Island, appeared at Victoria, Sept. 2 to Oct. 16 (V.N.H.S., WHH). A very good migration of Pectoral Sandpipers took place in September with flocks of 6 and 7, and a total for one day of 25 birds, a definite increase in numbers over previous years. Baird's Sandpipers were seen at two places: 8 at Canoc Pass, Aug. 29 (AJE); one at Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC). The Dunlin made the best showing at Blaine: the first arrivals (9) on July 12 increased steadily to a flock of 10,000± on Nov. 2, which was still there at the end of the period (LHK). Blaine also had the record number of Western Sandpipers: 1,000± on Aug. 22 (AJE). Sanderlings were found in greatest numbers on the ocean beaches: 1,000± at Long Beach, Wash. in late August, and 42 at Grays Harbor, Aug. 30. A Red Phalarope was seen and photographed on Aug. 25 at Willapa Bay (BB, EB). The only report of the Northern Phalarope was from Mrs. Schultz; on a ferry trip on Sept. 16 she saw a total of about 50 between Edmonds an Townsend at all ferry crossings.

Jaegers, Skua.—The Victoria Natural History Society reported that Parasitic Jaegers were not abundant as in previous years. At Blaine one watched chasing Bonaparte's Gulls on Oct. 8 (LHK). Two Long-tailed Jaegers (uncommon) were seen at Victoria (V.N.H.S., GAP); at the same locality a Skua (rare) was observed between Sept. 12 and Oct. 12 (GAP, others).

Gulls, Terns, Alcids.—Herring, California, Ring-billed and Mew Gulls were present in good numbers. The uncommon Franklin's Gull was noted at Victoria, Aug. 20 to Aug. 23 (V.N.H.S.), and one was seen on the ocean beach at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 27. Heermann’s Gulls appeared in Puget Sound in October, and were seen on Mendarte Island since mid-July (GvT, fide RD). A good movement of Common Terns occurred in the Region. Ancient Murrelets were seen at Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 and Cape Flattery, Sept. 12 (L. Johannsson, W. R. Swanson, fide VEC); at Point Roberts, Oct. 25 (AJE). Two pairs of Tufted Puffins nested on Mendarte Island and were still present through mid-September (AJE)

Doves, Owls.—At Blaine, Mrs. Kline reported that Mourning Doves have increased over the last ten years from a very few to large flocks; a flock of 250 was eating berries with hunters getting their bag limit. One was seen south of Port Townsend on Sept. 16 (ZMS). Barn Owls were seen at Clear Lake, Wash. (CHC); and the Great Horned Owl was at the University of Washington Arboretum, Seattle, Oct. 24 (EH).

Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—There was a heavy migration of Black Swifts at Victoria; one large flock of approximately 300 was seen on Aug. 20 (V.N.H.S.). The Black Swifts and Vaux's Swifts were last seen at Lake Sammamish State Park, Sept. 27. One Anna's Hummingbird was in a garden in Victoria the last 2 weeks in August (V.N.H.S.). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were found near Bellevue on Oct. 9 and 20 (WMH).

Flycatchers, Swallows.—A very late and and unusual record was of a Hammond's Flycatcher north of Seattle, Sept. 15 (ZMS). A Violet-green Swallow, seen near Portland on Oct. 17, was very late (HN). The Rough-winged Swallow was last seen at Canoc Pass, Aug. 29 (WHH), and at Blaine, Aug. 30 (LHK). Six Bank Swallows were observed at Canoc Pass on Aug. 29. Barn Swallows were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 28; Bellevue, Sept. 30; and Vancouver B. C., Oct. 3. Purple Martins were last reported at Bellevue, Sept. 21 (WMH).

Jays, Dippers.—The Steller's Jay has appeared to increase in numbers over the past few years. This fall marks a complete reversal in trends. They were scarce everywhere, with Erskine reporting none at all from the Vancouver, B. C. area, and Theed Pearse of Comox noting the absence of these birds. A Dipper was seen at Mowich Lake, Mt. Rainier, Sept, 5 (BB, EB); 1 was at Lynn Canyon in North Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 4 (JC); and 2 were at Cultus Lake, B. C., Nov. 7 (AJE).

Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—The House Wren 
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was last reported at Victoria, Sept. 19. A Rock Wren has been seen in Victoria since Oct. 11, and may possibly be the first record for Vancouver Island WHH). A Mockingbird, seen for several days ending Oct. 31 at Vancouver, Wash., was a new locality record (MJ). Varied Thrushes were seen at Saltwater State Park, Sept. 8 (JK); Seattle, Sept. 21 (VEC); Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 23 (AJE); Victoria, Sept. 26 (V.N.H.S.); and south Seattle, Sept. 27 (BB, EB). Hermit Thrushes were migrating through Vancouver, B. C. the latter part of September; and at Victoria, in September and most of October. The last reported date for the Swainson's Thrush was Oct. 2 at Seattle (VEC). At Victoria a strong migration of Western Bluebirds began in mid-August and continued to the end of the period; flocks of up to 40 were seen. Two seen at Blaine on Oct. 2 were unusual (LHK).

Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets coming in for the winter were first noted on Sept. 20 at Victoria. The first Water Pipits were seen at Victoria, Sept. 12. Small flocks were seen at Point Roberts in October and November. About 50 pipits were seen in a field near Port Gamble Bay, Wash. on Oct. 11 (EH); also at Lake Sammamish State Park for a week beginning on Sept. 29 (VEC). Northern Shrikes were seen at Blaine, Oct. 2, 16 and 30; there appeared to be an increase of these shrikes at Clear Lake (CHC). The main Vancouver, B. C. roost of Starlings was re-formed in November. This roost increased to 20,000 as compared to 16,000 last year. Another roost used last year was abandoned (BH). An increase in numbers is evident at Blaine, as a flock of 500± was observed 3 times in September (LHK).

Vireos, Warblers.—A Hutton's Vireo was seen in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. on Sept. 1 (JC). The last date for the Solitary, Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos was Sept. 29, north of Seattle (ZMS). The vireos that Mrs. Schultz saw on Sept. 22 were part of a mixed flock of small birds which literally “flowed" through the trees for five minutes or so near her home. In this group were Orange-crowned Warblers, at least one Yellow Warbler, several Black-throated Gray Warblers, and 5 or more Wilson's Warblers. They disappeared in a wooded ravine below her home, behaving very nervously all the while. Sept. 18 Mrs. Schultz banded a Nashville Warbler, the first record for this locality. The latest recorded date for the Yellow Warbler was Sept. 27, Blaine (LHK); Myrtle and Audubon's Warblers were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 10; and the Townsend's Warbler, Sept. 19 (V.N.H.S.).

Tanagers and Grosbeaks.—A pair of Western Tanagers was seen in Saltwater State Park, Sept. 23 (JK); and the last one was reported from Bellevue, Sept. 27. The last Black-headed Grosbeaks (11) were seen at Saltwater State Park on Sept. 23. The first Evening Grosbeaks returning to the Puget Sound lowlands from the mountains were recorded on Sept. 9 in Seattle (VEC). In Victoria they were not noticed until November when migrating flocks of up to 30 birds were seen (V.N.H.S.).

Finches and Sparrows.—Pine Siskins were notable for their total absence. Red Crossbills were seen at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 27. Savannah Sparrows were in good numbers, with the latest date given, Oct. 9, at Blaine, where the last Chipping Sparrow was seen, Aug. 28 (LHK). The White-crowned Sparrow of the race gambelii arrived at Blaine, Sept. 8; at Seattle, Sept. 26; and at Bellevue, Oct. 1. The earliest date reported for Golden-crowned Sparrows was Aug. 15 (early) at Victoria (V.N.H.S.); Sept. 16 at Port Townsend (ZMS); Sept. 17 at Vancouver, B. C. (AJE); Sept. 18 at Blaine (LHK); Sept. 25 at Seattle (VEC); Sept. 30 at Portland (CSH); and Oct. 11 at Bellevue (WMH). Golden-crowns are especially abundant as migrants on the western slopes of the Cascade Mountains. This was evident in a report from an area 25 miles northeast of Portland where at an altitude of 3,000 ft. this species was the most abundant sparrow of the brushy clearings (GA). The rare White-throated Sparrow was reported from Portland with one bird seen from Sept. 30 to Oct. 4 (JV). Lincoln's Sparrows were recorded at Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 10; at Blaine, Sept. 13; at Victoria in September; and at Seattle, Oct. 5. There was an increase of Lapland Longspurs with 2, 3 or 4 birds seen together at Victoria, where Snow Buntings made a good showing with a total count of 1.6 birds.

Contributors: (GA) George Alderson, (EAB) Elizabeth A. Baker, (JB) John Bodley, (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs, (VEC) Violet E. Cannon, (JC) John Cartwright, (CHC) C. H. Channing, (RD) Rudi Drent, (AJE) A. J. Erskine, (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein, (EH) Emily Haig, (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Hesse, (CSH) Mrs. Carroll S. Higgins, (BH) Bill Hughes, (MJ) Malcolm Johnson, (LHK) Mrs. Lucile H. Kline, (JK) Janet Korngold, (HN) Harry Nehls, (TP) Theed Pearse, (GAP) G. A. Poynter, (ZMS) Mrs. Zella M. Schultz, (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling, (GvT) Gerry van Tets, (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society.—BOB and ELSIE BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave S. W., Seattle 66, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1959-60

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—The winter season was, in general more prolonged and severe than during the two previous years. At Missoula, Mont. subzero temperatures were recorded at intervals between Nov. 12 and March 3. Spokane, Wash. had more snow cover than usual and the temperature dropped below zero in mid-January and nearly to zero the last of February and early March. A cold, snowy first half of March served to prolong the winter in the Region. Western Montana was, in general, poor birdwise. C. V. Davis at Bozeman, Mont. remarked that it had been the most birdless winter in his experience. C. J. Henry at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. conceded it to be a dull winter. R. L. Hand reported for Missoula about 20 species as less common, much scarcer or absent, and only 2 as more common, one of these being the Starling! More severe weather in those areas probably drove some species elsewhere. Hand noted that early depletion of Mountain Ash and other berries probably accounted for lack of Robins and the early breakup of Bohemian Waxwing flocks. Farther west, birdlife seemed more plentiful than usual, with the possible exception of the immediate Spokane area. Hawks and owls and a few other species appeared in unusual numbers, and several species that are either very rare to the area or unusual that far north in winter were noted. It would seemingly be difficult to explain the latter phenomenon on the basis of the weather. E. D. Beacham reported for the Banff, Alta. Area; Lewis Oring, for the area around Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho; P. D. Skaar, for the Bozeman area; Carl Engebretson, for Libby, Mont.; R. L. Hand, for the Missoula area; C. J. Henry, for the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.; Ann Ward, for Baker, Oreg.; Ruth P. Ownbey, for Pullman, Wash., and Spokane Bird Club members, for eastern Washington Exceptions to the above are noted in the text.

Grebes and Herons.—Two Horned Grebes at Soap Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on Dec. 30 may have wintered. A late Western Grebe was still on the Oreille River near Ione, Wash. on Dec. 1. Pied-billed Grebes were reported wintering only in eastern Washington. The same was true of the Great Blue Heron, except that a few remained at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. during the winter.

Waterfowl.—Total numbers of waterfowl wintering in Washington and Oregon were up slightly as compared to last winter, although for the entire Pacific flyway the grand total was 18 per cent less than last year (Spokane Chronicle). The Montana Fish and Game Dept. census for the Missoula area showed 191 wintering Canada Geese, which is 100 fewer than last year. The same census indicated fewer ducks also. Six or 7 Shovelers on the Clark Fork River just west of the Montana—Idaho line on Jan. 17 were Hand’s first winter record for either state. Small numbers of Greater Scaup and up to 500 Lesser Scaup wintered on the Spokane River west of Spokane. Two Buffleheads at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. on Dec. 23 furnished an unusual record (PDS & T. B. Holker) as did a female Ruddy Duck at Spokane on Jan. 23 (Hall). A few Hooded Mergansers were noted near Spokane and at the Bison Range. Five at Libby, Mont. on March 23 were apparently migrants. Five male Red-breasted Mergansers at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on March 26 were a distinct rarity.

Hawks and Eagles.—Numbers of these birds appeared to be at least average throughout the Region and more numerous than usual around Moscow, Idaho and Baker, Oreg. Red-tailed, Rough-legged and Marsh Hawks were particularly common at the former place. Goshawks were reported with unusual frequency. As many as 3 were seen in a day at Moscow, where they 
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appeared regularly. The species also was reported at Springdale, Stevens Co., Wash., and at Missoula and Bozeman. Three Gyrfalcon records were obtained in eastern Washington. The Montana Fish and Game Dept. reported 17 Bald Eagles wintering in the Missoula district, a decided increase over last winter (RLH).

Gallinaceous Birds.—Numbers of Ring-necked Pheasants appeared to be very much decreased at Baker, Oreg. and a little lower in the Missoula area. Other areas reported usual numbers or made no comment. The Gray Partridge was reported as becoming scarcer in the Moscow, Idaho area and the same was true for Missoula. In the latter area crusted snow was believed to be the principal adverse factor although Goshawks and a Prairie Falcon were believed to have caught some.

Coot, Killdeer and Gulls.—Am. Coot were noted wintering at Reardan and Spokane, Wash. and a very large raft of the birds was noted on Lake Pend Oreille near Sandpoint, Idaho, Jan. 17 (RLH). Wintering Killdeer were reported from eastern Oregon and Washington and from Libby and Bozeman, Mont. Gulls in the Spokane area furnished perhaps the most remarkable records for the winter. Hall and LaFave had excellent views at close range of 2 Iceland Gulls but attempts to collect a specimen failed. One immature and 2 adult Mew Gulls also were positively identified by them along the Spokane River. An adult and an immature Glaucous Gull were associating with the Iceland Gulls, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. The latter species numbered about 80 individuals on Feb. 25. LaFave thinks that the series of man-made lakes behind the Columbia River dams is responsible for bringing more and more rare gulls into eastern Washington. The effect upon the Herring Gull has been the most marked. A few years ago the species was considered quite rare in eastern Washington but now it is a regular winter visitor.

Doves and Owls.—More Mourning Doves than usual were noted wintering around Spokane, e.g., 18 on the Christmas count. At Viola, 9 miles north of Moscow, Idaho, 11 of the birds wintered in stream-side willow thickets. Lew Oring believed this to be the first record of the species wintering away from grain elevators in the area. Owls made a good showing during the winter. Pygmy Owls were reported from every reporting locality except one. A Burrowing Owl near Davenport, Wash. on Dec. 30 was the first winter record for eastern Washington. A Hawk-Owl was collected at Grassy Top Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Dec. 1 (LaFave). Too late for the fall report was the news of a Boreal Owl that stunned itself against a window at Missoula in late October (John Craighead, fide RLH). Short-eared Owls, widely reported, mostly in early winter, were particularly abundant around Moscow, Idaho. Approximately 100 of the birds were in the area by mid-December but had disappeared by Feb. 1, except for a few following storms.

Woodpeckers, Larks and Jays.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen daily in the University of Idaho arboretum at Moscow from Jan. 2 to Feb. 3. One also was seen on the campus on Dec. 7 and one was noted at Pullman, Wash. on Dec. 21 (LO). Also unusual was a Lewis' Woodpecker at Moscow on Dec. 28. Horned Larks were rated as very scarce at Baker, Oreg., were abundant at the Bison Range, and were noted in numbers up to several thousand in Lincoln and Adams Counties in Washington. Residential expansion at Missoula is gradually crowding the species out in the valley there. The Common Raven was reported more widely than usually, being noted at nearly every station, including the treeless "scabland" area of ventral Washington.

Chickadees and Thrushes.—Besides the usual Black-capped and Mountain Chickadees, the Chestnut-backed was noted in some numbers in two localities. A maximum of 15 in one day was noted east of Moscow and about 50 were seen in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Feb. 22. The Boreal Chickadee was noted only at Banff on the Christmas count. Robins were scarcer at most localities than in previous winters. However, small to large flocks were at Pullman throughout the winter, and after mid-January up to 400 were present in Moscow. Winter records for the Varied Thrush were scarce. The species was noted rarely at Moscow up to mid-January, when numbers increased, and the birds were very common there after late February, with perhaps 150 in town.

Waxwings and Starlings.—Bohemian Waxwing numbers appeared definitely down from previous winters. The largest number reported was 600 at Moscow on Dec. 7. Cedar Waxwings were exceedingly scarce, with one record at Moscow on Dec. 5, one bird at Baker in late March and a few remaining to Nov. 23 at Missoula. The Starling continued to write a success story, however, with increased numbers the rule at most localities.

Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlarks appeared to be wintering somewhat more commonly than usual in eastern Washington but at Missoula the snowcover apparently discouraged the species for Hand noted only a single bird, Jan. 13, in contrast to small wintering flocks of other years. The single bird at Libby on the Christmas count was the first for the count there. Yellow-headed Blackbirds furnished a remarkable record, for the species was noted at Adrian, Grant Co., Wash. (10 on Dec. 30 and about 40 on Jan. 16). This is the first winter record for the state and the farthest north wintering record for the United States. A flock of Red-winged Blackbirds at Baker on Dec. 29 was composed mostly of females.

Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were reported as less common to scarce or absent at every reporting locality. Cassin's Finch was noted only in the Spokane area, until the March influx of migrants. House Finches appeared to winter in markedly increased numbers at Spokane. Nearly 500 were counted on the Christmas count. Pine Grosbeaks were noted only in Pend Oreille Co., Wash.; at Libby, Mont. and Bozeman. At the latter city, 50 were counted in one flock on Feb. 19 (C. V. Davis). A flock of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches was found at the Bison Range in early November and the species wintered commonly at Lewiston, Idaho. A few were seen at Baker on Dec. 1. The Common Redpoll was noted as fairly common at 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 14, Number 3  327

Missoula and in moderate numbers at Bozeman, but was scarce or absent elsewhere. Wintering Pine Siskins likewise appeared to be scarce or absent. The same appeared true for the Am. Goldfinch. Red Cross-bills were noted as common in eastern Washington and at Moscow but went unreported elsewhere.

Sparrows.—A few Rufous-sided Towhees wintered at Spokane and one was found on the Moscow Christmas count. Most noteworthy was a Vesper Sparrow collected at Moscow on Dec. 18. This is the first winter record for the state of Idaho. Oregon Juncos were common as usual west of the mountains but scarce at Missoula, supposedly because of the snow cover there. Tree Sparrows at the latter locality seemed to fare better, for flocks up to 40 individuals were noted. Unusual were the records of White-crowned Sparrows in eastern Washington and northern Idaho. They were noted at Spokane on Jan. 2 as well as on the Christmas count. About 25 were identified in Grant Co., Wash., on Jan. 16. At Moscow the maximum number was on the Christmas count; the species was not seen there after Jan. 1. Singles were noted at Baker, Oreg., in December and January. Three Lapland Longspurs were noted and 2 of them collected near Sprague, Wash. on Jan. 16. This constitutes the first specimen-authenticated record for eastern Washington. Snow Buntings were noted at nearly all stations, mostly in small numbers, but a flock estimated at about 1,000 was found in Lincoln Co., Wash. on Jan. 16. This is one of the largest flocks ever reported for the state.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1959-60

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—We had a bear of a winter this year with more snow, and much colder weather than usual. Toward the last part of February the area descended into a deep-freeze and didn't rise above zero until almost the end of the first week of March. All sorts of records were broken. This type of winter proved more ornithologically bare than usual. While the Great Basin weather is more modified than that of the Central Rocky Mountain area, the pattern held true. There the snowfall is less and the temperatures less extreme, even in the mountains. However, with more snowfall than usual in the mountains the prospects for good conditions for waterfowl breeding are much increased as all the Great Basin refuges depend on melting snow for water. That the winter was cold is attested by a freeze-up at Stillwater, starving to death a few Great Blue Herons (Kiger).

Waterfowl.—The Trumpeter Swan population at the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, beside the Grand Teton National Park, gradually-tapered off over the winter from its all-time high of last fall to 13 birds by March 30. This is the usual pattern. Shortly, the population will be reduced to a few breeding pairs (Ernest Greenwalt). On Nov. 23, 1959, a "goose" was shot on the Great Salt Lake, which turned out to be a Trumpeter Swan, giving evidence this bird is trying to extend its range (Kashin). Only about 3,000 Whistling Swans were present at Stillwater in western Nevada in January—about half the usual population. This concentration dwindled to nothing by the end of the period. At Stillwater, owing to poor water conditions and freeze-up, all waterfowl were down, except for the Canada Geese (Kiger). At Ruby Lakes in eastern Nevada, water conditions were better than usual but because of the cold weather fewer birds were present than is customary. In this area the snowpack in the mountains is poor in contrast to the rest of the Region (Clair Aldous). Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho had much the same experience as other refuges. This is chiefly a Mallard area. The peak was 362,000 Mallards on Jan. 8; then came the freeze-up and all the birds left. Spring migration started about March 1, but the populations were not impressive by the end of the month (Gene Crawford). The peak of the duck spring migration at Bear River Marshes, on the northern end of the Great Salt Lake in Utah, was in the fourth week in March. The top concentrations were a little better than last year. (The asterisk denotes more birds than last year). Peak estimates were: 86,000 Green-winged Teal*; 72,000 Pin. tails; 26,000 Redheads*; 20,600 Am. Widgeon*; 13,900 Canvasbacks; 10,200 Ruddy Ducks; 9,600 Mal. lards; 7,000 Lesser Scaup; 3,400 Shovelers; 3,100 Gadwall and a few hundred Cinnamon Teal, goldeneyes, Buffleheads, and Common and Red-breasted Mergansers (Bolwahnn). At Malheur in eastern Oregon the water situation is improving, with prospects for a good breeding season. The spring migration began late, because of the cold, and ended early. The peak occurred between March 9 and 18. The peak of 4,000 Whistling Swan was on March 10, along with 125,000 Pintails. March 25 saw the high of 100,000 Snow Geese. These figures are not unusual. A European Widgeon was seen of and on from Dec. 15. Two Blue Geese were there on March 14. These two species are great rarities (Bruce Marshall). Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado is still growing physically and more land is being placed into use. The waterfowl are steadily using it, but there still are not the great concentrations of the Great Basin refuges. Now there is a scattering of almost all species of ducks (Bryant). A Black Duck was taken at Benson in northern 
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Utah at Christmas time (R. F. Follett). This bird has not been reported for some years in the Region. In early March, 3 Hooded Mergansers were a rarity at Saratoga Lake in central southern Wyoming (Mrs. Lambertsen).

Hawks.—In late December, 75 Bald Eagles were around Tule and Lower Klamath Lakes of the Klamath Basin on the extreme western edge of this Region (R. Stallcup). This concentration is not too unusual; these birds scavenge the ducks the hunters maim.

Sage Hens.—Ernest Greenwalt, manager of the National Elk Refuge at Jackson Hole, reported a flock of almost 100 Sage Hens, March 17. This is the largest concentration seen in years. In general, this species seems to be doing much better over most of its range. In spite of a brief open season, it is remaining common in much of Wyoming. It is hard to say whether this is because of a temporary high in the population, owing to lack of disease, or whether it is a result of less poaching than formerly. L. M. Baylor reported a stamping ground with about 80 cocks at Pocatello, Idaho; another, of about 70 cocks, was reported in southwestern Idaho near Weiser (Carol MacIver). The bird is much less common in Idaho.

Owls.—Gleb Kashin has found several Saw-whet Owls around Salt Lake City this winter. A Great Gray Owl was shot at Logan in northern Utah, March 6 (Lewis Oring). This bird has not previously been reported from the Region.

Jays.—A much-displaced Blue Jay spent over two months in western Idaho at Star (Mrs. Shaw). 

Waxwings.—The flight of Bohemian Waxwings was poor this year. They were later and in smaller numbers than usual, but most reporters saw them in southern Idaho, Wyoming, eastern Utah and northern Colorado. In central Wyoming they were not seen in numbers until Feb. 1. At Salt Lake there was only a flock of 70 against last year's thousands. The Cedar Waxwing was more common.

Thrashers.—A Brown Thrasher wintered at a feeding station on Casper Mountain in central Wyoming (OKS). Another wintered in Estes Park, Colo. (Mrs. Collister). This means the bird is surviving in deep snow and extreme cold.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th Street, Casper, Wyo.


The Winter Season, 1959-60

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION—
Temperature and rainfall were very close to normal throughout the period. In mid-January Portland, Oreg., suffered its worst snowstorm in four years when 5 to 8 inches of snow were dumped on most of northwestern Oregon.
   [image: ]
[New Regional Map]

The only other snow of consequence occurred during the first week of March, when 5 to 6 inches blanketed the Region. Small birds coming to feeding stations were definitely down in numbers, but the snowfall in March brought a few birds out of the woods into the towns. Observers especially commented on the scarcity of Varied Thrushes; this scarcity perhaps seemed even more noticeable in comparison with the heavy influx of these birds to the lowlands in the winter of 1958-59. Bird populations were also down for the Steller's Jay, Brown Creeper, Common Bushtit, Evening Grosbeak and juncos.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters.—Common Loons were fairly numerous at Blaine, Wash. (LK); Deception Pass, Wash. (VEC); Tillamook, Oreg., (JBC, JO); and Point Roberts, Wash. (WHH). The Horned Grebe showed a slight decrease at Comox, B. C. (TP); a total of 31 at Blaine, Jan. 4, dwindled to 12 by March 9. The Eared Grebe was observed at Tillamook, Nov. 28 and Feb. 2 (JBC, JO) and at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. Western Grebes were noted in normal numbers but in fewer and larger flocks. A Slender-billed Shearwater was observed at Victoria, B. C., Jan. 2 (Mr. & Mrs. B. Morgan, GAP); this species occurs commonly in late summer and autumn off the ocean coast, but is rarely seen on inshore waters.

Swans, Geese, Brant.—Whistling Swans were observed at Canoc Pass, Jan. 31 (GW, WHH); at Pitt Lake, B. C., March 12 (N. Precious); on Sauvie Island, Dec. 12 (JBC, JO); at Portland, Oreg., Dec. 26; at Nehalem Bay, Oreg., Feb. 6 (JBC, NL, JO); at Sixes, Curry Co., Oreg., Feb. 26; at Coos Bay, Oreg., Feb. 26; and at Springfield, Oreg., March 26 (JBC). [In the winter of 1958-59 they were seen at Nehalem Bay, Oreg. (DR)]. While this may represent an extension of the Whistling Swan's winter range in western Oregon it is more likely that these records are the result of more thorough coverage of this region. Trumpeter Swans were first noted at Comox, Jan. 1, and remained till mid-March. Black Brant arrived early: Victoria and Point Roberts, early January; Blaine, Jan. 21; Mt. Vernon, Wash., Feb. 7 (VEC); with numbers building up to normal by March when 1500± were seen at Netarts, Oreg., (JBC). Mr. Denis Benson of the Canadian Wildlife Service estimated the total wintering population of Snow Geese in the Vancouver, B. C. area to be approximately 5,000. In the vicinity of Sea Island 2,000 were noted on Dec. 6, and at Point Roberts, 1,000 on March 21. In the winter of 1958-59 Snow Geese had built up to thousands by the end of March, and were seen most often near the mouth of the Fraser River (AJE).

Ducks.—At Comox Mallards were down in numbers. Two Gadwalls (uncommon) were seen in North Vancouver, B. C. on Feb. 7 (WH). Pintails were more numerous at Victoria and were present in large numbers in Seattle from the last of January through the middle of March (VEC). They were common at Point Roberts where 5580 were counted on Jan. 2. Green-winged Teal were reported as paired off at Vancouver, B. C. by Feb. 7 (RFO, fide ZMS), with 39 on salt water mud flats at Blaine, March 4. One male European Widgeon has wintered at Westmoreland Park, Portland for the past two years (GA, JBC, JO, DR, BW); one at Point Roberts, March 19, is unusual. American Widgeon were in small numbers at Blaine and Comox, but there were 13,611 at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, with 5000 still present on March 3. Wood Ducks declined in numbers at Victoria and Vancouver, B. C. A pair of Redheads was found at Tillamook Bay, Feb. 6 (JBC, JO); and at Victoria, 22 were seen (V.N.H.S.). There was a tremendous increase in Ring-necked Ducks at Victoria with 400 seen on Elk Lake. Eight were observed on Horseshoe Lake, about 10 miles south of Bremerton, Wash. on Jan. 1 (BB, EB). About 25 spent the winter in Laurelhurst Park in Portland in company with a male Tufted Duck, which was photographed by several observers (JO, others). Two Canvasbacks (rare on salt water) were at Blaine, Jan. 3; the highest count was 475 in the Tillamook Bay–Netarts area, Jan. 2 (JBC, JO). Twenty Canvasbacks were seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 31; 20 on Smith Lake, Portland, Feb. 27 (JO); and 30 at Nehalem Bay, April 1 (GA). Scaups, golden-eyes and scoters were down in numbers. Wintering Ruddy Ducks (300) were still at Tillamook Bay on March 19, where 3 female Hooded Mergansers were seen (JCB, JO). Common Mergansers were slightly up in numbers with the highest count a report of 125 at Sauvie Island, Jan. 16.

Hawks, Eagles.—The only Goshawk reported was one at Sauvie Island, Jan. 24 (JO). Attention was drawn to the Sharp-shinned Hawk as several visited residences in towns, raiding bird-feeding stations and attempting to capture small birds in bird-banding traps. The pair of Bald Eagles that nests in Stanley 
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Park was repairing its nest on Jan. 30 (RFD, fide ZMS). A single Bald Eagle was sighted along Issaquah Creek, 4 miles south of Issaquah, Wash., Feb. 19 (Edith Hughes); 5 wintered at Comox (TP); 1 was seen on Sauvie Island in February (JBC, JO); 3 were found in North Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 6; 2 wintered at Blaine. Golden Eagles were seen only at Victoria. The Marsh Hawk and Peregrine Falcon were noted at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. Pigeon Hawks (uncommon) were seen at Blaine, Jan. 27; and at Point Roberts, Nov. 16 and Jan. 24. Sparrow Hawks were considerably scarcer.

Gallinaceous Birds.—[Blue Grouse were hooting on Mt. Seymour, B. C. on March 22, 1959 (Gerry van Tets)]. Ruffed Grouse were seen in the Point Gray area, Dec. 27; at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; at Cultus Lake, Jan. 9; and in Stanley Park, Jan. 19 and March 21. Gray Partridges, a total of 14, seen at Point Roberts on Jan. 2 were noteworthy (WH).

Rails, Shorebirds.—Virginia Rails were heard on Salt Spring Island near Victoria, Feb. 7 (V.N.H.S.). Snowy Plover were found at Oceanside near Tillamook Bay on Nov. 28 and Jan. 2 (JBC, JO). Two Black-bellied Plover were seen at Netarts, Oreg., March 19; it is an uncommon migrant and winter resident along the Oregon coast (JBC); a flock of 35 wintered at Oak Bay, Victoria; 74 were seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. Black Turnstones were in numbers at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, but had dwindled to only a few by March 3; they were seen at Birch Bay, Feb. 10 (LK); and at Blaine, Feb. 24. The Whimbrel was seen only at Oak Bay, Victoria, where 2 returned for the winter. Two Greater Yellowlegs wintered near Ladner, B. C. in the winter of 1958-59 (AJE). A Lesser Yellowlegs was found on the Tacoma "prairies" on March 27 (VEC). The only report of wintering Pectoral Sandpipers was that of 12 birds at Victoria, March 26 (V.N.H.S.). Least Sandpipers were seen on Vashon Island, Jan. 10 (VEC). Thousands of Western Sandpipers were found in the Puyallup Valley south of Seattle during February (VEC); and 6 were noted on Sauvie Island, Feb. 27 (JO). Red Phalaropes seen on the Oregon coast in November and January are believed to be birds left from the invasion of Nov. 15 to 20," when large numbers were brought in from the sea by high winds from as far as the Little Nestucca River to Willapa Bay" (GA). In Victoria a similar occurrence brought the birds in quite close to shore, where they were observed by several people from Nov. 22 until the second week in December. 

Gulls, Puffins.—Glaucous Gulls were recorded from Sauvie Island on Feb. 13; from Portland, Feb. 20 and March 12; and from Vancouver, B. C., March 12 (RFO, fide ZMS). A Ring-billed Gull was seen at Point Roberts, Feb. 21. Other species were in normal abundance except Western Gulls, which were not reported, and Bonaparte's Gulls, which were scarce. An adult Black-legged Kittiwake was found at Cannon Reich, Oreg., Feb. 6, during a southeasterly storm; the bird was in company with a large mixed flock of more common gulls ( JBC, NL, JO); it is an irregular but not rare winter visitor to the Oregon Coast. [Three Horned Puffins were picked up dead on the ocean at 10 miles north of Newport, Oreg. on Feb. 19, 1959 by Don J. Campbell.)

Doves, Owls.—At least one Mourning Dove wintered at Victoria and one was seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. A Barn Owl was present on Sauvie Island until found dead on Feb. 20 (JBC, JO). [A Great Gray Owl was carefully identified at Rogue River, near Medford, Oreg., Jan. 26, 1959 (TM, Marcia Thayer)]. There was an apparent increase in Short-eared Owls.

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Larks.—[An Anna's Hummingbird was observed from Dec. 31, 1958 to the end of March, 1959 at Ashland, Oreg. (TM)]. Two Rufous Hummingbirds were feeding among jasmine flowers in a garden in Seattle through January to Feb. 15 (Mrs. J. I. Colwell, fide VEC); one or more were seen in Portland in December (B. A. Thaxter, John Veatch); one was seen at Ten Mile Point, B. C. (V.N.H.S.). A Yellow-shafted Flicker was banded on Jan. 2 in Seattle and was still present on March 10 (ZMS); three were recorded at Blaine on March 5 (LK). There was a great increase of hybrid flickers at Victoria and Point Roberts. Horned Larks were in smaller numbers at Victoria.

Magpies.—[Eleven Black-billed Magpies wintered in south Seattle in 1958-59 (BB, EB)]. Two were seen at Point Roberts on Jan. 31 and Feb. 21 (WHH).

Chickadees, Dippers, Wrens.—The Black-capped was one of the few passerine birds that showed an increase: 187 at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; high count of 7 on Jan. 24 at a bird feeder in south Seattle (BB, EB). Chestnut-backed Chickadees were common in evergreen woods. A Dipper was seen at Cultus Lake on Jan. 9. Winter and Bewick's Wrens were numerous. A careful study in checking suitable habitat of Long-billed Marsh Wrens showed the surprising total of at least 12 birds wintering at Victoria (GAP); 3 were found at Sea Island, near Vancouver, B. C. in March.

Thrushes, Pipits, Waxwings.—Robins wintered in the thousands. A Hermit Thrush was found at Netarts, March 19 (JBC, JO). Western Bluebirds wintered on the Tacoma "prairies" (VEC) and in Victoria (V.N.H.S.). A Townsend's Solitaire was in Seattle from Feb. 4 to 18 (VEC); at Blaine, March 1 (LK); and one wintered in Victoria. Six Water Pipits at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, were unusual. The wintering of Cedar Waxwings was noteworthy. It was the first winter in Blaine in which they were seen consistently through February and March (LK). Other observers all noted their relative abundance throughout the period. Bohemian Waxwings were seen in January at Comox (J. Hames, fide TP).

Crested Myna.—This introduced bird is a year-round resident at Vancouver, B. C. A notable record was the sighting of 16 at Point Roberts, Jan. 2.

Warblers.—[An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen at Medford, Jan. 12, 1959 (Ralph Browning). Two Myrtle Warblers were regularly visiting bird feeders in Portland between January and the end of March, 1959 (Carroll Higgins, GA)]. Myrtle Warblers have wintered again in Portland and were on Sauvie Island in numbers of 5 to 15 (GA, JBC, JO). A Townsend's Warbler wintered at Victoria, and one was singing in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. on Jan. 1 (WHH).

Cowbirds, Finches.—A Brown-headed Cowbird was 
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reported from Point Roberts on Jan. 2 and March 19 (J. Sarles). Purple Finches showed little change in status, but were outnumbered by House Finches at Point Roberts. An interesting account of the banding of House Finches was given by Mrs. Shultz: "Five, of a winter flock of 10 in Edmonds, Wash. were captured, taken to Montlake Terrace, 5 miles away, banded and released. One was retaken in the same trap 7 days later at the original capture site, and the others also were present." Common Redpolls (rare) were sighted at Point Roberts on Jan. 2 (WH). At Comox and Seattle, Pine Siskins were seen in small flocks only, although there was no shortage of alder seeds. After the first of January they were seen in their usual numbers at Victoria and Point Roberts. A flock of about 40 Am. Goldfinches wintered at Esquimalt Lagoon, near Victoria (V.N.H.S.); 42 were seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; and 12 were recorded at Burnaby, B. C., Feb. 12 (WHH). Wandering flocks of Red Crossbills were found in the northern part of the Region. A good cone crop may have accounted for this increase; they were seen as far south as Tacoma, where they were very abundant from the last of January to the end of the period. An unusually high count of 188 Rufous-sided Towhees at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, would indicate that the belief of many observers that they had decreased was not justified. The only Savannah Sparrows reported were 2 at Point Roberts, March 21, where Oregon Juncos were abundant. An immature White-crowned Sparrow wintered at Edmonds, Wash.; it started to sing on March 5 and had assumed most of its adult head plumage by March 11 (ZMS). Six Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared regularly at a feeding station in Seattle (VEC). Two rare White-throated Sparrows were seen at Sauvie Island, Dec. 12 (JBC); and one adult spent several weeks at a feeding station in Victoria (V.N.H.S.). The snowfall of early March brought Fox Sparrows to feeding stations at Blaine and Seattle. A Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Point Roberts, Feb. 21 (WHH). Lapland Longspurs (44) were seen at Point Roberts on Jan. 2 (John Cartwright). Snow Buntings appeared at Tillamook, Nov. 28 (JBC, JO); at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; and one wintered at Victoria.

Contributors: (GA) George Alderson, (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs, (VEC) Violet E. Cannon, (JBC) John B. Crowell, (AJE) A. J. Erskine, (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse, (WH) William Hughes, (LK) Lucille Kline, (NL) Norbert Leupold, (TM) Thomas McCamant, (RFO) R. F. Oldaker, (JO) Jim Olson, (TP) Theed Pearse, (GAP) G. A. Poynter, (DR) Doug Rogers, (ZMS) Zella M. Schultz, (GW) Gwen Wright, (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society.—BOB and ELSIE BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1960

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—The spring season, particularly May, was cool and retarded throughout the Region. This fact apparently did not affect the overall migration picture, as most species appeared about on schedule. However, it seems likely that some arrivals, e.g., Tree Swallows in western Montana and the White-crowned Sparrow movement, were encouraged by warmer weather. Adverse weather may have accounted for some large concentrations (see Vesper Sparrows). A rather large number of east-west displacements was reported, particularly among the shorebirds. Whether this latter group really has most of the unusual distributions, or whether field work in other groups of the intensity carried on by Warren Hall and Lynn LaFave in eastern Washington on the shorebirds would reveal equally unusual records, should furnish a real challenge to observers in the Region. In summary the spring migration in the Region appeared to be about normal, with species appearing, as usual, earlier in the lowlands of eastern Washington and Oregon than in the mountains farther east. Credit for observations is as described in Audubon Field Notes, Vol. 14, No. 3, with the following exceptions: Cariboo area of British Columbia, David Stirling, and eastern Washington, Warren Hall and/or Lynn LaFave. Individual exceptions are given in the text.

Pelicans, Cormorants and Herons.—White Pelicans arrived at Ennis, Mont. on the early date of April 10 and the first Double-crested Cormorants appeared there on May 8. By April 9 about 50 Black-crowned Night-Herons were noted at a rookery near St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. and by May 27 thirty-six nests, most containing eggs, were located. This species is generally considered quite uncommon in Washington.

Waterfowl.—The first Trumpeter Swans appeared at Ennis, Mont. on March 6 and by April 12 up to 20 were noted. About 1,000 Canada Geese and 100 of the Lesser were migrating at St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. on April 9. Hand missed the usual migrating 
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flocks of Snow Geese at Missoula. He surmised that lack of general storm periods accounted for this. Some of the larger concentrations of migrant ducks were: two hundred Shovelers at Reardan, Wash. on April 17 and a like number at Turnbull Refuge on the 30th; 800 Pintails at Ennis on March 27, their arrival date, and 200 Ruddy Ducks at Ennis on May 8, also their arrival date. The Green-winged Teal was again, next to the Mallard, the commonest duck at Missoula, with the Am. Widgeon taking third place. A few Red-breasted Mergansers were noted at Frenchtown, 15 miles west of Missoula on April 28 and May 7 (Philip Wright). The species also was noted (6 males, 3 females) at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash., and was migrating at Ennis, Mont. between March 27 and April 10, with a peak of 300 on the latter date.

Vultures, Hawks and Eagles.—One or 2 Turkey Vultures were noted at six localities in the Spokane area; the species generally is uncommonly reported there. Hawk migration seemed much as usual. One second-year and 2 adult Golden Eagles were observed at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., an uncommon record.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Up to 50 Sharp-tailed Grouse were seen on their strutting grounds near Deer Park, Wash. (Hall & LaFave, Stanley). Chukar Partridges seemed to be extending their range at Baker, Oreg. A nest of the Gray Partridge found near Spokane on May 25 contained 18 partridge eggs and 3 Ring-necked Pheasant eggs (TR).

Cranes and Shorebirds.—An estimated 200 Sandhill Cranes were noted near Sprague, Wash. The species also was noted in the Cariboo of British Columbia (first on April 13) and in the Bozeman, Mont. area (first on May 20 at Hebgen Lake). Several of unusual shorebird records were turned up, especially by Hall and LaFave in eastern Washington. The Semi-palmated Plover was noted at Reardan, Wash. and Frenchtown, Mont. (PW). Eight Black-bellied Plovers were seen and 1 collected at Reardan on May 14. The species is particularly rare in spring in eastern Washington. A Long-billed Curlew was identified at Missoula on May 3. This was Hand's second record in 23 years. Single Willets were noted west of the Continental Divide, at Baker, Oreg., May 8, and Missoula, Mont. on May 5. A Pectoral Sandpiper at Missoula was Hand's second spring record there. A peak of 100 Long-billed Dowitchers was noted at Reardan the first week of May, which date also saw the peak of shorebird migration in general in eastern Washington. Four Dunlins were identified at Reardan, Wash. in May. The species is rare in eastern Washington, especially in spring. Three Sanderlings collected near Frenchtown, Mont. on May 22 constituted the state's first spring record (Robert Hoffman). Likewise one collected at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on May 27 furnished eastern Washington's first spring record (LaFave). Two Black-necked Stilts were seen by members of the Spokane Bird Club at Reardan and were collected by LaFave, making the second-known record for Washington. Unusual numbers of Am. Avocets appeared at St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. (50 on April 30) and at Ennis, Mont. (200 on April 10, an early first date).

Gulls and Terns.—A Franklin's Gull showed up at Reardan, Wash. on May 16 (J. Acton & M. Stanley). Bonaparte's were recorded as follows: 100 in the Cariboo region; up to 10 at Reardan (JA); 1 at Missoula and 8 at Harrison Lake in the Bozeman, Mont. area. Nine Forster's Terns, very rare in the Spokane area, were noted at Reardan on May 20 (LaFave). The Caspian Tern was seen on two occasions at Alkali Lake, 2 on April 30 and 6 on May 27.

Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts.—Owls were sparsely reported. Only three species were mentioned: Horned, Burrowing and Short-eared. Hall and LaFave noted that the latter species has been very rare in the Spokane area in spring during the last few years. They saw only 1 this spring! An early Common Nighthawk was seen at Spokane on May 25 (Hall). Arrival dates for Baker, Oreg. and Pullman, Wash. were May 29 and May 30 respectively. Other localities did not note any until early June. White-throated Swifts were very abundant when first noted in the Soap Lake–Dry Falls area of Grant County, Wash., where about 1,000 were seen. A loose flock of at least 20 Vaux's Swifts appeared over Missoula on May 19.

Hummingbirds and Flycatchers.—At the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. C. J. Henry saw more hummingbirds during the last week of May than he saw all last year. Hand reported the Rufous as unusually common at Missoula the last half of May. The first Western Kingbird was recorded at the Bison Range on May 5, 15 days ahead of the first Eastern Kingbird there. The earliest Empidonax was a Traill's Flycatcher at Baker on April 26. Western Wood Pewees generally appeared around mid-May at Oregon and Washington localities but not until the last of the month in western Montana, reflecting the tardier spring in the latter area.

Swallows, Wrens, Mimic Thrushes.—Arrival dates for these groups point up the earlier return of migrants in the intermountain area west of the main range of the Rockies compared to the mountainous area of western Montana. Violet-green Swallows appeared on March 21 at Baker, in mid-March at Spokane but not until May 22 at Bozeman. Tree Swallows appeared at Baker and Spokane around the third week of March, at Missoula on March 30 (early) and in the Bozeman area on March 27 (also early). The mild weather of late March and early April apparently encouraged earlier arrival at these two latter localities. A remarkable concentration of 2,500 Tree Swallows occurred along the San Jose River in the Cariboo between April 13 and 20. The Long-billed Marsh Wren was common by the first week in April in the Spokane area but was not noted until May 8 in the Bozeman area. Catbirds, however, put in first appearances rather uniformly, between May 22 (Baker) and May 30 (Bozeman). The Sage Thrasher was first seen on April 21 at Baker but not until May 30 at Bozeman.

Pipits and Waxwings.—The Water Pipit migration was unreported at most localities. The-only flock of any size in eastern Washington was a group of 300 at Reardan on May 8. At Missoula, the only other locality reporting the species, a considerable flight, with many flocks of 10 to 30, passed through between
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April 12 and May 8. Cedar Waxwings appeared to be scarce or absent, except for large flocks that appeared at Bozeman in early June.

Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Common Grackles were noticeably more numerous this year around Bozeman. Brown-headed Cowbirds apparently are on the increase in the Spokane area, according to LaFave. The Western Tanager movement was spectacular in some localities. Hand saw the largest concentration of the species in his experience—at least 50 birds in an area of less than 5 acres. Males outnumbered females about 3 to 1. Many large flocks were reported around Bozeman, and Stanley believed the species to be more numerous than usual at Spokane.

Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks, after almost complete absence during the winter, showed up abundantly at practically every reporting station, the bulk of them during May. Pine Siskins were scarce or absent from Missoula west, but LaFave reported them as very common at higher elevations in eastern Washington. Red Crossbills went unmentioned except in the Spokane area, where they were quite common.

Sparrows.—A phenomenal 400-500 Vesper Sparrows at Baker, Oreg., on May 4 were apparently grounded by the heavy snowfall in the area the night before. The Grasshopper Sparrow was noted as quite common at the Bison Range. The White-crowned Sparrow movement was apparently good at Baker, as Ann Ward reported 125 in her back yard on April 20; the species arrived "en masse" in the Cariboo on April 30. After the main movement—all seen well were Gambel's—at Missoula, April 22 to May 11, a few passed through from May 25 to June 1, a very late date. One seen closely on the 26th was definitely not Gambel's. Two Golden-crowned Sparrows were identified at Baker on May 8 and Hall observed 1 at Spokane on the same date. Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Baker, Spokane (J. Acton) and Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. No Lapland Longspurs appeared at Missoula this spring and the species was last noted at Bozeman on Jan. 1. A male Chestnut-collared Long-spur was noted west of Bozeman on April 24.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1960

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—April and May were as confusing as usual in this Region this year, since for the whole Region they are neither spring, winter, summer, nor breeding season but a mixture of all these. In the high country of western Colorado the last half of the spring migration had not arrived by June 1. The weather was wet and cold with late freezes bothering the large fruit crops in the valleys (Hyde, Mrs. Carman). However, north of Colorado in Wyoming April and May were relatively dry and warm so the snowpack in the mountains was way down and there has been an early run-off. Places such as Malheur in the Great Basin in eastern Oregon are a little better off than last year, which was one of the driest on record, but still far below normal. At Malheur the water comes almost solely from the Steens Mountains by the Donner and Blitzen River. The snowpack on this ridge is easily measured and the amount of water available for the refuge is known ahead of time (David Marshall).

Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan extension program is working out well. Ruby Lakes in eastern Nevada reported 7 nesting pairs, but not all the nests have been located. The birds have spread to the next valley west. The total population of Trumpeters at Ruby Lakes is 33 (Clair Aldous). The Malheur colony is growing; 2 nests have been found so far and more are expected (Marshall). In Jackson Hole on the border of Teton Park, western Wyoming, an irrigation ditch out of the jurisdiction of the Fish & Wildlife Service has made a muddy stream out of the erstwhile beautiful Flat Creek, destroying its value for fishing and wildlife. There is only one pair of Trumpeters nesting on the Elk Refuge, away from the highway.

Geese and Ducks.—Malheur reports that its lower water has caused very low production of Canada Geese. However, duck breeding is about normal, as it is mostly along the Donner and Blitzen River. Incidentally, there is an excellent place for the birder who visits Malheur to stay, at Frenchglen out in the wilderness on the Donner and Blitzen River. The plague of carp at Malheur seems over at the moment so sago pondweed is returning. Therefore, Malheur's duck population should increase during migration—but it would be much larger if there were more water (Bruce Marshall). At Stillwater Refuge, western Nevada, the water situation remains low and duck breeding is down. As far as breeding goes, this is principally a Redhead, Ruddy, Cinnamon Teal, Gadwall, and Mallard refuge, with a scattering of other ducks and geese (Kiger). Bear River Marshes at the northern end of the Great Salt Lake report their waterfowl levels are about the same as average, although they are short on water. By the end of this period molting Pintails were starting to arrive. The chief breeding ducks are: Redhead, 8,000; Gadwall, 6,000. These comprise about 50 per cent of their breeding ducks. To date, they have no botulism (Marvin Duncan). Monte Vista Refuge in south-central Colorado had an early snow melt while frost was still in the ground; consequently they have the best water level on record for this new refuge. They have a decoy flock of Canada Geese to help get the area into Canada Goose production, and it is working.

Hawks.—Gleb Kashin and Albert Webb found on April 10 at Toole in dry western Utah a (Sennett's) White-tailed Hawk. This would be the first record for the state. Otherwise, there is nothing notable to report.

Shorebirds.—On April 18 at Stillwater Refuge near Reno, western Nevada, with the large numbers of usual shorebirds, there were 100 Black-bellied Plover and 1000 Dunlins (John Kiger). Since the Black-bellied Plover is regarded as occasional, and the Dunlin are considered rare or accidental in this area, this unprecedented concentration seems mysterious. The shorebird migration in eastern Wyoming seemed better than usual. Two Stilt Sandpipers were seen at Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming on May 1 (Mrs. Hanesworth). She had Black-necked Stilt, May 22. The Whimbrel used to be considered rare in Wyoming but now is seen every spring (OKS). The Long-billed Curlew seems to be rather widely scattered over the northern part of the Region in suitable areas of slightly moist prairie. Concentrations of more than a few are not recorded except in big refuges like Malheur. L. M. Baylor had 7 on April 30 at Fort Hall along the Snake River near Pocatello in southern Idaho. Hyde had a Marbled Godwit high on the western slope of Colorado near Gunnison, May 7. This is the first record for that area.

Gulls.—The Franklin's Gull has established a nesting colony of over 100 at Malheur. This species was not found in Oregon until a few years ago (Marshall).

Owls.—In the Malheur area there was a great die-off of mice and other rodents during the winter. It .vas cold and the ground was covered with snow. The Great Horned Owl was believed to be caught short as a result. They seemed weak and were found frequently hunting in daylight. This spring not a single nest of the Great Horned Owl has been found, and it is surmised the owls were not in a condition to nest although fair numbers survived the winter (Marshall). Normally, Malheur supports many owls and numbers of nests are located. It is not clear why the Great Gray Owl should be so common at the upper end of the Klamath Basin. Mrs. Strahan has them staked out and can show the well-behaved visitor a nest in the spring. Mrs. Gray of Fort Klamath showed this editor a nest with young still present in the first week of June. There were 7 birds—the highest count known—at the town dump on the last Christmas count (Mrs. Strahan). The bird is consistently reported from the Grand Teton–Yellowstone area, but is found in new spots each season.

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss, western Colorado mesa country, had her first Black-chinned, April 21, an early date, and in spite of severe cold. Somehow she has more hummingbirds than anyone else in the Region.

Warblers.—Few good waves of migrants can be discerned in this area, but Carol MacIver reported a wave of Audubon's Warblers, May 7-9, at Rockville, extreme eastern Oregon.

Orioles.—A male Baltimore Oriole was collected at the Malheur headquarters on June 1 (Marshall). This is believed to be the first record for Oregon.

Grosbeaks.—Durango, in southwestern Colorado, had fewer Evening Grosbeaks than usual this spring (Oppie Reames), but there were more and they stayed almost through May in central Wyoming at Casper (OKS). Mrs. Lambertsen had a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Rawlins, May 20. The bird is unusual in eastern Wyoming but was seen four years ago in Rawlins.

Sparrows.—A White-throated Sparrow appeared at Malheur on April 25 (Marshall). This bird is unusual in Oregon.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


Spring Migration, 1960

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April weather was close to normal, but a cool and rainy May dampened observers' spirits; it was the wettest May in over a decade. In the Pacific Northwest it is customary for a dry spell accompanied by warm drying winds to occur sometime between the beginning of April and the last of May. It usually lasts more than two weeks and sometimes for as many as six. This spring such a dry spell did not materialize. The migration was about normal but drawn out; there were many exceptionally early dates, and some late ones too. Theed Pearse at Comox, B. C. believed that the migration of landbirds was the poorest he had ever seen there. He thought that the unsettled May weather appeared to check migration and possibly resulted in birds starving. All nesting records will be deferred until the next report.

Loons, Grebes, Herons.—There were 6 Common Loons at Blaine, Wash., April 24; last seen, May 8 (LK). Four were seen at Tillamook Bay in Oregon on May 2 (JBC, JO, ES); and last were reported from Point Roberts, Wash. on May 14. Arctic Loons were scarce. Horned Grebes were last seen at Point Roberts, May 1; at Blaine, May 3; and at Tillamook Bay, May 2; where the Eared Grebe also was noted. Western Grebes were last seen at Blaine, May 25 and remained in Victoria, and Vancouver, B. C. until the end of May. Four Pied-billed Grebes were observed at Blaine, April 21, where they are not common. Great Blue Herons began to increase in numbers at Blaine around May 1 and reached a peak of 39 on May 27 (LK). Two heronries were reported from Victoria: one of about 50 birds on Saltspring Island and a smaller colony in Hatley Park (V.N.H.S.). A Green Heron was seen at Coquille, Oreg., May 25, and two were noted near Rainier, Oreg., May 30 ( JBC).

Geese, Ducks.—Canada Geese were migrating at 
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Medina, Wash., April 21 (WMH); over Snoqualmie Pass and Point Roberts, April 23; and at Seattle, May 1 (VEC). Charles Guiguet reported that Black Brant were numerous at Victoria with the best flight in ten years. They were more abundant than usual at Blaine where a concentration of 1,100 was observed from April 3 to 7. Three White-fronted Geese were found at Point Roberts, May 14 (WHH). Departure dates for most sea and pond ducks at Victoria were about normal. A Gadwall was reported from Spanish Banks at Vancouver, B. C., April 30 (WHH). Blue-winged Teal were seen in western Oregon: Tillamook Bay, May 2; Portland airport, May 28; and St. Helens, May 30 (JBC, JO, ES). This species also is considered a scarce spring migrant in Victoria, where several were found in April along with the equally uncommon Cinnamon Teal. The latter species was recorded also at Portland from April 2 to 30 (GA, DR); at Blaine, April 12 (LK); at Tillamook Bay, May 2 (JBC, JO, ES); and at Vancouver, B. C., May 22 (GW).

Hawks.—The Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk and Sparrow Hawk have decreased in numbers at Vancouver, B. C. Two Rough-legged Hawks at Point Roberts on April 8 were unusual (JC).

Cranes, Rails, Shorebirds.—A Sandhill Crane appeared at Pitt Meadows near Vancouver, B. C., on May 14 (WH, GW). A Sora was seen on Sauvie Island, near Portland, on April 23 (JO); and one was heard at Burnaby, B. C. on April 8. A flock of 42 Black-bellied Plover at Blaine on May 22 furnished a new locality record (LK). Two Surfbirds were watched near Garibaldi on Tillamook Bay, May 2 (JBC, JO, ES). Some 18 Ruddy Turnstones were seen by several observers at Clover Point, Victoria during the period (V.N.H.S.). At Blaine Black Turnstones were last seen, May 14; Whimbrel, 17; and Greater Yellowlegs, May 10 (LK). A Solitary Sandpiper was watched closely feeding and in flight at Victoria, April 24 (RS, DW). The Least Sandpiper was seen on Sauvies Island, April 23, where 46 Dunlins were counted (JO, MP). Dunlins (500±) were last seen at Blaine, April 30. A new locality record was that of 82 Marbled Godwits at Blaine, May 6 (LK). A Black-necked Stilt was carefully studied at Portland on May 1, 1959 (DR); this may be a first record for Oregon west of the Cascade Mountains.

Gulls, Kittiwakes, Terns.—A Glaucous Gull seen at Cannon Beach, Oregon, May 2 ( JBC, JO, ES) and 2 seen at Comox, B. C. (TP) could certainly be called most unusual. Most of the Glaucous-winged Gulls had left Blaine for their breeding islands by May 14. Mew Gulls were seen at Youngs Bay, Astoria, Oreg. on May 30 (JBC). The first Bonaparte's Gulls arrived at Blaine, April 1, and a flock of 500 at Georgia Strait off Nanaimo, Vancouver Island on April 9 (DS). A Black-legged Kittiwake was seen at Cannon Beach in May (JBC, JO, ES). The only Common Terns reported were a flock of 59 at Blaine on May 7 (LK).

Pigeons, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The Band-tailed Pigeon was reported as exceptionally abundant. The cool, damp May weather apparently kept the flocks from dispersing. The result was a number of complaints of the birds eating fruit-tree blossoms (LK, TP, V.N.H.S.). Black Swifts were first seen at Victoria, May 14; only scattered individuals were noted where normally large flocks are frequently encountered during the spring migration. They were first seen at loco, B. C., May 15; and at Medina, May 21 (WMH). Vaux's Swifts began to return to the prairies south of Tacoma, Wash., by May 8 (VEC), and were common at Pitt Meadows by May 14. Rufous Hummingbirds arrived at Victoria, March 18; Portland, March 27; Sea Island near Vancouver, B. C., April 9; and at Blaine, April 10.

Flycatchers, Larks.—A Western Kingbird was observed closely at Victoria, May 13 (DS, RS); and 12 were seen at Pitt Meadows, May 14 (GW). A Say's Phoebe was seen near Sooke on Vancouver Island (V.N.H.S.). A Western Flycatcher was seen on Feb. 27 and 28 in Victoria, where the Western Wood Pewee was reported as scarce (V.N.H.S.). The first Olive-sided Flycatcher was observed at Seattle, May 20 (Doris Jelliffe, fide VEC); and at Spanaway, Wash., May 22 (VEC). An interesting account came from Victoria on the status of the Skylark there. R. U. Edwards and David Stirling made a survey of Skylark habitat on the Saanich Peninsula and found that these birds were increasing in number as well as extending their range. At the same time, housing developments had cut into the Skylark habitat around Victoria. The first Horned Larks were seen at Seattle, April 14 (BB), at Point Roberts, April 23, and at Blaine, May 12 (LK).

Swallows, Creepers, Wrens.—Violet-green Swallows returned to Portland and Victoria, March 12, and were common at Comox by March 20 (TP). Tree Swallows at Seattle, Jan. 30 (HS) and at Carlton, Oreg., Feb. 21 (JO), were early. Rough-winged Swallows reached Medina, April 4, and Barn Swallows, April 29 (WMH); Cliff Swallows were first seen at Blaine, April 29, and a colony of about 66 was nest-building on May 13. The Purple Martin, an uncommon but regular breeder at Victoria, was first noted there on May 8. An unusual concentration of migrating Brown Creepers was observed by Mrs. Kline on the Straits of Georgia on May 17. Numbering about 50, they were feeding late in the evening and were uttering their kinglet-like squeeky call notes. House Wrens arrived at Steveston, B. C. on April 17; and on the prairies south of Tacoma, May 8.

Catbird.—Uncommon, but regularly seen in the Puget Sound Lowlands, the Catbird was found near Vancouver, B. C., June 11 (WHH).

Thrushes, Kinglets, Pipits.—Varied Thrushes were at Snoqualmie Pass, April 23 (BB, EB). Hermit Thrushes passed through Seattle from April 16 to May 4 (BB, EB, VEC) and were noted at Pitt Meadows, May 21. The Swainson's Thrush was first seen at Blaine, April 30; at Victoria, May 14; and at Seattle, May 15. Western Bluebirds were migrating through Blaine from March 5 to 9. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet had left Seattle and Vancouver, B. C. by May 1. The migration of Water Pipits was poor at Victoria, with the last ones reported on May 13. Migrating Water Pipits (45) were at Vancouver, B. C. 
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were noted on April 30.

Vireos, Warblers.—Solitary Vireos had arrived at the University of Washington, Seattle, by April 23 and on Vashon Island, April 24 (VEC). They were first seen in Victoria on March 26, just one day later than the earliest date recorded (V.N.H.S.). The Solitary Vireo was seen at Vancouver, B. C., April 30; and at Enumclaw, Wash. and Blaine, May 8. Warbling Vireos arrived a little later than normally at Seattle, and were reported as in good or better than usual numbers at Victoria. Many warblers arrived early: Orange-crowned, March 26; Yellow, April 30; Audubon's, March 15; Black-throated Gray, April 7; Townsend's, March 25. But these dates did not seem to represent an actual early migration; the majority came through about on schedule in the first part of May. Hermit and MacGillivray's Warblers were abundant on the prairies south of Tacoma, May 22 (VEC). Eight Yellowthroats, scattered and in full song, were found on Sauvies Island, April 9 (JO); three Yellowthroats were counted on Sea Island near Vancouver, B. C. the same day. A Yellow-breasted Chat, a rare bird in the Region, was seen at Pitt Meadows on June 4 (JT). Wilson's Warblers appeared at Vancouver, B. C., April 30; at Seattle, May 1; and at Medina and Blaine, May 14. There was evidence of a heavy flight of Wilson's Warblers at Marpole, B. C. on May 4; 85 individuals were counted.

Icterids, Cowbirds, Tanagers.—The Yellow-headed Blackbird normally occurs only east of the Coast range; it was seen at Point Roberts on April 16 and on Sea Island on May 6 (JT). A Bullock's Oriole appeared at Medina, May 25 and 29 (WMH). The status of the Brown-headed Cowbird is that of a rapidly increasing species. Western Tanagers arrived at Seattle on May 11 and were in full force for the next few days (VEC).

Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks returned to their nesting place in Seattle for the third year (VEC). They were considered above normal in numbers at Victoria where 4 were seen in one day by Mr. & Mrs. Davidson. Evening Grosbeaks were scarce. The first Am. Goldfinches were seen at Blaine, April 19, where Savannah Sparrows returned on March 22. Mrs. Kline banded 2 (Aleutian) Savannah Sparrows on April 30. Vesper Sparrows were present on the prairies south of Tacoma on May 8 (VEC). A single bird, far north and west of its normal range, was seen at Pitt Meadows, May 29 (WH, GW). Chipping Sparrows were at Medina, April 9 (WMH); at Burnaby, April 18 (WHH); and at Blaine, April 21 (LK). White-crowned Sparrows of the breeding pugetensis race arrived the first of April. Northbound White-crowned Sparrows (gambelii) hurried through the Region the first week in May. The peak of migrating Golden-crowned Sparrows occurred from April 30 to May 18; at Comox they were exceptionally scarce (TP). Fox Sparrows were seen on March 27 and April 10 at Point Roberts; at Drayton Harbour near Vancouver, B. C., April 3; at Marpole, April 7; on the Oregon coast, May 2; and at Seattle, May 4. Lincoln's Sparrows were observed at Burnaby, April 2; at Marpole, April 7; at Blaine, April 23 to 30; and at Seattle, May 1 to 4. Thirty-four Lapland Longspurs were seen at Point Roberts, March 27.

Contributors.—(GA) George Alderson; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JC) J. Cartwright; (JBC) John B. Crowell; (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse; (WH) William Hughes; (LK) Lucile Kline; (JO) Jim Olson; (TP) Theed Pearse; (MP) Martha Platt; (DR) Doug Rogers; (HS) Mrs. Hall Schumaker; (ES) Ed Stearns; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling; (JT) J. Toochin; (DW) Dierdre Webb; (GW) Gwen Wright; (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society.—Bon AND ELSIE BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1960

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN—INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—After a cool, wet spring, one of the hottest and driest summers on record took over in the Region. At Missoula, Mont., June was the driest since 1918 and July had 24 days of 90° or above (a new record), a high of 105° (equaling the all-time record) and only one sixth of the normal precipitation. At the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. the situation was similar: temperatures varied from 29° to 92° in June and 0.3 in. of rain fell, compared to the normal 2.17 in.; only 0.04 in. of precipitation fell in July, compared to the normal of 1.35! Spokane, Wash., recorded only .16 in. precipitation in June (1 inch under the normal) and not enough fell in July to be measured, while the month was the second warmest July in 79 years' observations. The first half of August brought rains and cooler conditions and approached the normal. Such drought conditions might be expected to affect birdlife drastically. However, Lynn LaFave commented that ducks, coot, blackbirds, rails and other marsh birds seemed to have an excellent breeding season at areas such as Reardan slough in eastern Washington, where water was at levels to afford feed and cover. In other areas where ponds were shallower the hot summer soon evaporated them and losses of young probably were high. The serious forest fires in western Montana and northern Idaho and grass fires in eastern Washington were the worst in many years and must have had dire effects upon wildlife. Unfortunately, no observations were made in these areas. Nesting reports for landbirds appeared to be about normal in spite of the drought.

Loons, Grebes, Herons and Waterfowl.—The only nesting report for the Common Loon was near Banff, Alta., where a nest with 1 egg was found. After a period of severe gales the nest was found empty (K. Hodges). Grebes appeared to be nesting in usual numbers except for the Eared, which was a much more common breeder than usual at Reardan, Wash. In early June, 28 nests were found at the slough there (L. LaFave). The nesting colony of Black-crowned Night Herons at St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. was observed by members of the Spokane Bird Club. The Trumpeter Swan was observed nesting at Ennis Lake, Madison Co., Mont. (P. D. Skaar). According to articles in the Spokane Spokesman-Review, duck populations in the state are at least as high as last year, when the state enjoyed a much better supply than the nation as a whole. LaFave reported some duck species as more common in eastern Washington than in recent years. These included Blue-winged and Green-winged Teal, Shoveler and Redhead. The Lesser Scaup, however, seemed to be down in numbers in his area. The rare Harlequin Duck (1 female) was noted along Sullivan Creek near Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (Warren Hall and LL).

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were noted at several localities in northeastern Washington and
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at St. Maries, Idaho (Jim Acton, LL). Unusual sightings were of single Goshawks at two places in Pend Oreille County, Wash.; near Dayton, Wash. (LL), and in Gallatin County, Mont. (PDS). Three Ferruginous Hawks, rare in eastern Washington, were noted on June 17 near Hooper (WH). Young Golden Eagles, on the wing but begging food, were noted at the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. (C. J. Henry).

Gallinaceous Birds.—Pairs of White-tailed Ptarmigan were noted at three localities in Banff National Park, Alta. (C. Hitchon, D. Dekker) and 5 were seen at Logan Pass in Glacier National Park (KH). Six Chukars, uncommonly reported in eastern Washington, were seen near Anatone (LL). Mortality appeared to be high among broods of Gray Partridge at Missoula, for broods seen contained only 2 to 4 young by August. In previous years coveys of 6 to 10 were common by that time. Increases of from 10 to 30 per cent in numbers of Ring-necked Pheasants in eastern and central Washington were estimated by Burton Lauckhart, game management chief (Spokesman-Review of Aug. 18).

Cranes, Shorebirds and Terns.—A pair of Sandhill Cranes with a. downy chick was observed on June 12 at Ennis Lake (PDS). A few individuals of far north-breeding shorebirds lingered in eastern Washington during the summer, and in July and August were joined by the advance guard of the fall migration. The Solitary Sandpiper was seen on June 26 at Reardan (JA), 4 Greater Yellowlegs were near Cusick on June 14 (LL), a Baird's Sandpiper was found on June 20 at Reardan (LL), and a few Long-billed Dowitchers and 6 Northern Phalaropes were seen at the same place the first week in June (LL, S. O. Stanley). Again a Willet wandered into eastern Washington and was collected at Reardan (WH & LL). Wilson's Phalaropes seemed to be on a decided increase, for up to 10 pairs were noted in areas which in previous years had single pairs (LL). A total of a dozen Forster's Terns was noted at three localities in eastern Washington, and 2 Caspian Terns were identified along the Columbia River near Wallula on June 18 (LL).

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Three Poor-wills were seen at Scotsman Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on June 20 and a nest of the Common Nighthawk, with 2 eggs, was located on July 1 at Reardan (LL). More sightings than usual were obtained for Vaux's Swift in eastern Washington. Up to 6 individuals were noted at various places, mostly in June (LL). The seldom-observed Black Swift was reported from two localities: the Bison Range, during late July and early August (CJH), and the Yoho Valley, British Columbia, between July 12 and 30, with a maximum of about 20 in the latter area (E. D. Beacham, CH, I. Halliday). Hummingbirds, particularly the Rufous, appeared to be down in numbers in the Spokane, Wash. area although LaFave noted the Calliope as common in the hills and mountains of the eastern end of the state.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Observations of rare woodpeckers were the sighting of the White-headed at Long Lake in the Spokane area (SOS); of the Black-backed Three-toed in Umatilla National Forest, Columbia Co., Wash. (2 males), and of the Northern Three-toed at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (3 females) (LL). Three nests of Say's Phoebe studied near Norris, Mont. had young ready to fledge on June 26. Eggs of the second broods were hatching or just hatched on July 24. One nest had been deserted (PDS). A nest of the Western Flycatcher was observed in Indian Canyon at Spokane. The young left the nest about July 25 (JA). Perhaps the most remarkable record of the summer was that of two observations, at widely separated points, of the Ash-throated Flycatcher, far out of the bird's usual range. Hand noted one, his first, at Missoula on Aug. 13 and Connie Smedley and Vee Nealey carefully identified one at Spokane on Aug. 16. These are apparently the first records for these areas.

Larks and Swallows.—Young Horned Larks were not noted on the wing until the very late date of June 2 at Missoula (R. L. Hand). A pair of Barn Swallows at Ellensburg, Wash. picked an unusual site for a nest, which was built in the basement of an abandoned house, on top of a hanging light socket! The parents entered through a broken window. Four large young were in the nest on June 30 (Bob & Elsie Boggs).

Chickadees, Nuthatches and Wrens.—Chestnut-backed Chickadees were again noted in numbers at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash., with a maximum of 25 counted on June 14 (WH & LL). One way to beat a housing shortage was shown by small hole-nesters at Kamiak Butte, north of Pullman, Wash. Pigmy Nuthatches nested in an old woodpecker hole which last year was used by Red-breasted Nuthatches. As soon as the Pigmy Nuthatches left, the hole was taken over by House Wrens (Ruth P. Ownbey). For the third summer the Cañon Wren was noted along the Madison River, Bozeman, Mont., area (PDS).

Thrashers and Thrushes.—The little-reported Sage Thrasher was noted in June near Davenport and Moses Lake, Wash. (SOS). A nest of the Townsend's Solitaire was located at Diamond Lake, west of Newport, Wash. during the first week of August. It contained one young bird perhaps 4 or 5 days old (TR).

Kinglets and Pipits.—Three young Ruby-crowned Kinglets out of the nest were being fed by a parent on July 12 in Pullman, Wash. (RPO). From above timberline in Banff National Park came two records of the Water Pipit. However, no nests or young were found (DD, CH).

Vireos and Warblers.—A few of the less routine observations in these groups follow. Young Solitary Vireos were out of the nest on July 8 at Spokane (JA). Immature Nashville Warblers were noted along the Little Spokane River at Spokane on July 30 (CS & VN). A nest of Audubon's Warbler was located in the picnic area at Kamiak Butte north of Pullman, Wash. (RPO). The Northern Waterthrush appeared fairly common at St. Maries, Idaho. Ten different birds were singing within a mile along the river there in June (SOS).

Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks nested at St. Maries, Idaho. About 20 adults and immature birds were seen in late July there (LL). Yellow-
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headed Blackbirds appeared to have nested at Reardan slough in unusually high numbers (LL, SOS). Young Bullock's Orioles out of the nest were being fed at Missoula on July 15 (RLH) and near Yakima on June 30 (BB & EB). Young Brewer's Blackbirds left the nest at Missoula on June 16 (RLH) and at Spokane on June 2 (SOS).

Finches and Sparrows.—Immature Black-headed Grosbeaks were seen at Spokane on July 7 (SOS). Young Lazuli Buntings out of the nest were being fed by parents on July 20 at Missoula (RLH). The Lark Sparrow was much more common at the Bison Range than during the two preceding summers (CJH). One or 2 Grasshopper Sparrows were noted near Newman Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. The species is becoming very rare because suitable habitat is being cultivated increasingly (LL). The Sage Sparrow was noted near Moses Lake (JA). A Clay-colored Sparrow, collected at Opportunity, just east of Spokane, on June 6 constituted the first record for Washington (LL). A pair of Chipping Sparrows at Pullman abandoned the nest after a Brown-headed Cowbird laid an egg in it (RPO).—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1960

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- TAIN REGION.—This summer was hot and dry for almost the entire Region. Only the Rockies just west of Denver did not complain of the drought. In most of central and northern Wyoming it has been the driest summer on record and average temperatures have been high. The effect on birdlife has probably been minimal, because no great waterfowl breeding area here is dependent on current precipitation, and landbirds don't fluctuate with rainfall. Out in the Great Basin, where precipitation makes so much difference in waterfowl production, it was the snowfall last winter that produced the water for this summer. The Great Basin big breeding areas such as Klamath, Malheur, Bear River Marshes, Stillwater, and Ruby Lakes depend on the snowfall in the mountains local to these refuges. The refuges themselves are in extremely arid country and the mountain ranges on which they depend are very dry with variable and intermittent winter snows.

Horned Grebes.—Horned Grebes are continuing to breed at Malheur in dry eastern Oregon, and the numbers are increasing. They were first found breeding there in 1958 (Marshall).

White Pelicans.—There were still 12,000 on Malheur eating carp on Aug. 12. With winds, pelicans, drought, and some poison the carp numbers in that area are rapidly diminishing so waterfowl food will have a chance to come back if there is any water. At present there is almost no water (Marshall).

Trumpeter Swans.—The Trumpeters did not do well in this Region this season. Of 20 Trumpeters present only 2 nests were found at Ruby Lakes in central Nevada and only 3 cygnets were present to date (D. A. Pierce, for Clair Aldous). On Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge at Jackson in western Wyoming no cygnets appeared from 3 nests (Greenwalt). Only 2 nests were found at Malheur, but the results are not known yet.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Geese, Ducks.—Two immature flightless Snow Geese with a flightless adult were found on July 8 at Malheur (Marshall). This remarkable record may be the first nesting of the Snow Goose out of the Arctic. The young were captured and photographed. At Ruby- Lakes in central Nevada the water level is extremely low and duck production was about 20 per cent less than last year. Their 70 pairs of Canada Geese raised only 2.6 birds per pair. Although Malheur Lake has almost dried up, the Blitzen River had good water, and since the waterfowl breed mostly along the river, production was normal. At Bear River Marshes on the north end of the Great Salt Lake, in spite of the low water level, waterfowl production was good, being 15 per cent greater than last year. The Gadwall is the most common nesting bird with the Redhead next. The Redhead has been increasing tremendously. The fall build-up began very early at Bear River and there were 28,000 Redheads by July 11. By Aug. 15 there were 157,000 Pintails, which is a little low compared with the five-year average (Marvin P. Duncan). At Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada the water level was low to start with and rapidly dried up so that waterfowl production was 3,325 compared with 20,691 last year. Diving ducks were most affected. The adult birds were present but with their habitat drying up they did not nest (Kiger). The Klamath Basin reported a total increase of 66 per cent in ducks over last year, a very poor year. However, production is still 28 per cent below the five-year average. Migrant ducks were coming into the Klamath Basin in numbers by July 31 (Bob Abney).

Hawks.—Nothing remarkable to note, except that Ernest Greenwalt found "Red-tailed and Swainson's Hawks parked their young on barns and poles on the east fringes of the National Elk Refuge at Jackson, close to the large ground squirrel colony and helped curtail the abundant supply of these rodents."

Sandhill Cranes.—In addition to Malheur, Ruby Lakes in central Nevada is another large breeding ground of this species in the Great Basin. There were 200 Sandhills at Ruby Lakes this season (D. A. Pierce).
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Phalaropes.—Northern Phalaropes are common migrants in the Great Basin. Gleb Kashin reported thousands of them on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 11. At Stillwater, in western Nevada, about one-third of the migrating phalaropes are Northern (Kiger). The rest are Wilson's, of course.

Gulls.—The 1957-1958 overflow of Malheur has left a Harney Lake which is drying up more slowly than Malheur itself. This made conditions on Harney Lake ideal for gulls, with small fish more available in the diminishing lake. There were 50,000 gulls this season—a mixture of California and Ring-billed. The California Gulls had a successful breeding season, with 1000 nests (Marshall).

Swifts.—A pair of Black Swifts (presumably breeding birds) were noted by Sidney Hyde on July 16 in the canyon of the Gunnison, 35 miles below Gunnison on the western slope of Colorado. The Black Swift is almost certainly a regular breeder in the canyon of the Gunnison.

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews in the mesa country of western Colorado at Hotchkiss is having her usual summer influx of hummers and feeding about a pint of syrup a day. She has Black-chinned, Calliope, Broad-tailed, and Rufous steadily. In 1954 and again on Aug. 13th 6 birds that fit the description of male Allen's appeared. This should be too far east and north for this bird, but western Colorado with its different climate is as little known ornithologically as is any part of the United States.

Vireos.—Gleb Kashin had singing (Plumbeous) Solitary Vireos at Half Moon Lake in the Wind River Mountains of western Wyoming in July.

Bobolinks.—The distribution of the Bobolink is somewhat spotty in this area. L. M. Baylor found them breeding at Fort Hall Indian Reservation in southern Idaho near Pocatello on June 12.

Orioles.—C. H. Baer and Harold Holt in the last week of May and the first of June identified a Scott's Oriole on the south rim of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison. This is the first record for the state of Colorado.

Grosbeaks.—There are numerous reports of Blue Grosbeaks from Grand Junction in western Colorado. Mrs. Gustafson of that area reported 2 breeding pairs near her home. A Blue Grosbeak also showed up just west of Casper in central Wyoming on July 9 (OKS). -DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 E. 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Nesting Season, 1960

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—A cold, wet May caused some spring migrants to be late. June and July were notable for the lack of rainfall. June temperatures were only slightly below normal, but marked by dry and sunny days. July was warmer than average and just as dry. The lack of rainfall seemed to contribute to excellent success with summer nesting birds, and late broods were especially abundant. David Stirling reported that absence of new cones on the Douglas Fir, grand fir and alpine fir this year was in direct contrast with last year's good crop, which produced a deer mouse explosion this summer, which in turn has influenced the owl, siskin and crossbill populations. The editors are indebted to the National Park Service for the observations made at Olympic National Park.

Loons, Shearwaters, Cormorants.—Fewer Common Loons spent the summer at Black Creek, Vancouver Island (DS); and one was found at the Beaver Pond in E. C. Manning Provincial Park on July 26 (kb). The Arctic Loon, which is an abundant transient but not known to nest in British Columbia, was later than usual; 8 were seen at Black Creek, and 40 at Union Bay on June 30 (RTE, DS). A flock of 100± Sooty Shearwaters was observed at Port Angeles, Wash. on July 28 (BM, JM, DS, RS). The number of cormorants nesting on Mittlenatch Island in the Gulf of Georgia had increased to 155 pairs (W. J. Merilees, fide TP). Pelagic Cormorants were carrying nesting material on the Chain Islands in Oak Bay, near Victoria on May 28 (DS, RS, DW).

Waterfowl.—Nesting Mallards had decreased in numbers at Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. (GMM). The discovery of a nest with eleven eggs of the Cinnamon Teal at Victoria on May 7 is the first known Vancouver Island nesting record (AP). A female Wood Duck with 12 ducklings and one with 9 larger ducklings were observed at Orcas Island on May 29 (PC); a brood of 3 young was at Pitt Meadows, B. C., June 11; and a female with 7 young was at Matsqui, B. C. on Aug. 7 (GMM). A pair of Barrow's Goldeneyes was seen at Comox, and one of the pair was observed leaving a hole in a snag (TP). A Harlequin Duck was seen on the Elwha River near the Altaire Campground in Olympic National Park, June 16 (GA). A female Hooded Merganser with 14 small young was seen on Orcas Island, May 29 (PC).

Hawks.—Five Bald Eagles were seen together at Comox in June, but Theed Pearse was doubtful that the local pair produced young. A juvenile Marsh Hawk at the Comox slough on Aug. 6 was early. A few Marsh Hawks are seen every year on Vancouver Island, but usually not until late September or October (DS, RS). Ospreys were nesting at Point Roberts, April 10 (WHH). The Sparrow Hawk is a common permanent resident of the Region, but definite dates of recent breeding activity in Washington are so few that an observation of an adult with 2 fledglings at Soleduck Park, 4,000 ft., Olympic National Park on Aug. 4 (GA) seems worthy of mention.

Grouse, Quail, Cranes, Coots.—A Ruffed Grouse with 3 downy young was seen at Medina on May 18 (WMH). Three broods of Mountain Quail were seen in the Munn Road area near Victoria (DS, RS). Other broods were seen by Mr. Bolten, who has a farm in this area. The Mountain Quail is a local resident of three hilly habitats near Victoria. It is little known and has been seldom seen by local naturalists. A Sandhill Crane was seen on Sauvie Island on July 9 (JBC, JO). An adult Am. Coot with a single chick and one feeding larger chicks were seen at Medford on July 13 (RB).

Shorebirds.—A Killdeer chick only a few hours old was banded at Blaine on May 18 (LK). Two immature Spotted Sandpipers were seen at the Rogue River near Modoc Road in Oregon on July 17 (RB). A Baird's Sandpiper observed at the melt of a large snowbank at 6,000 ft. on Mt. Adams on July 24 (JBC) is the southernmost individual yet recorded in western Washington. Two juveniles were seen at Comox on Aug. 8 (TP).

Glaucous-winged Gulls.—Two breeding colonies were found in the Gulf Islands, one of 200 on July 9 and the other of 562 on July 17. The nesting population on Mittlenatch Island was estimated to be around 900 pairs. Some 300 of the young gulls were banded; this was estimated to be roughly half of the chick population (Raymond Barnes, W. J. Merilees, fide TP).

Owls.—Two Barn Owls (rare) were seen in Victoria in July (AP). A Screech Owl was nesting at Stanley Park on May 16 (WHH); and they were abundant at Black Creek (Raymond Barnes, DS). There were 2 reports of Great Horned Owls at Victoria.

Nighthawks, Swifts.—The first Common Nighthawks were seen at Sea Island near Vancouver, B. C., June 3; and they arrived at Victoria, June 5 (late). The best report was a count of 136 on a ten-mile stretch of highway between Black Creek and Comox on July 28. Black Swifts were believed to nest somewhere near Black Creek, as they were observed nearly
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every day there during the summer (RYE, DS). Vaux's Swifts were seen at dusk at Altaire Campground, Olympic National Park, June 16 (GA).

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—Belted Kingfishers nested on California Creek at Blaine; the young left this nest on June 16 (LK). Red-shafted Flickers were feeding large young in a fire-blackened stub on Table Mountain in Kittitas County, Wash. from June 18 to 30. Three nests of the Williamson's Sapsucker were located in the Ahtanum State Forest, 30 miles west of Yakima, Wash. on July 1; each nest contained noisy young (BB, EB). (For more details on nesting of Williamson's Sapsuckers refer to account of Mountain Chickadee). Two immature Downy Woodpeckers were observed at Lake Sammamish State Park on July 1 (VEC).

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Eastern Kingbird (uncommon) was at Black Creek, Aug. 9 (DS). Traill's Flycatchers were still carrying food to young at Blaine, Aug. 2. A newly constructed nest of the Dusky Flycatcher was found on Table Mountain on June 18; there were 3 eggs when next checked on June 26. A Western Flycatcher's nest with young found by Betsey D. Cutler at Crater Lake National Park on July 12 is the second nest ever found there; however, the bird is a common breeder in the Region. Of 4 nest boxes that Violet-green Swallows used at her home at Blaine, Mrs. Kline reported that each nesting was successful with the young leaving the nests between June 17 and July 7. At Seattle, they left the nest by July 4 (VEC). Tree Swallows also had a good nesting season. Rough-winged Swallows were carrying nesting material at Blaine, June 1; and an adult with 6 fledglings was seen on the ocean beach near Kalaloch, Olympic National Park, July 20 (GA). Barn Swallows were sitting on a second set of eggs at Issaquah, Wash., Aug. 14 (Edith Hughes). A colony of 516 Cliff Swallows was found at Pitt Meadows, June 11; one of 360 at Chilliwack, July 1; and one of 192 at Surrey, July 10, all in British Columbia (J. Sarles). At least 2 colonies were present at Lake Crescent, Olympic National Park (GA).

Chickadees, Bushtits.—Black-capped Chickadees were picking up suet at a bird feeder and carrying it to their young at Seattle, May 18 (VEC). Mountain Chickadees were feeding nestlings in a Ponderosa Pine stump at Table Mountain from June 17 to June 30. On June 29, 1959, a small grove of live aspen trees in Ahtanum State Forest contained 4 nests of hole-nesting species living in very close proximity. Of the 6 tree trunks in this 20-foot circle, three contained active nests: A Red-shafted Flicker and a Tree Swallow, one 8 feet above the other in the same tree; a Williamson's Sapsucker; and a Mountain Chickadee 18 feet up, the latter two only 8 feet apart. A visit to the same grove on July 1 of this year revealed a curious exchange of nesting sites: the Mountain Chickadee was nesting in the old Williamson's Sapsucker's hole only one foot above the 1959 chickadee nest. Another Mountain Chickadee nest was found within a mile of this aspen grove and was less than 10 feet from a Williamson's Sapsucker nest 12½ feet up in a live aspen. Chestnut-backed Chickadees were feeding 4 fledglings on Orcas Island, May 29 (JIC); and nestlings were being fed in a large stump at Shelton, Wash. on May 28 and 29 (BB, EB). Bushtits began nest building in Seattle on April 26, and the young left this nest on June 10 (BB, EB); another nest contained young on May 18 (VEC).

Catbird.—One was seen at Pitt Meadows, B. C. on June 11 and 25 possibly may have been a breeding bird.

Thrushes.—The first fledgling Robins were noted at Blaine, May 1 (LK). A Robin's nest with 3 eggs was found in a Ponderosa Pine on Table Mountain, June 19. A Varied Thrush was seen carrying food in the Ahtanum State Forest on July 3; the nest was not located, but an old nest of the species was found in the area. Hermit Thrushes were carrying nesting material on Table Mountain, June 17. A Western Bluebird's nest with 6 eggs was found on Table Mountain, June 17; where a Mountain Bluebird was nesting in another snag just 90 feet away.

Starlings and Mynas.—The Starling has continued to increase. Small numbers were seen every day in June and July at Miracle Beach Provincial Park, although they were not seen there in 1959 (DS). The flock at Comox has doubled in the last year and they successfully nested at Blaine. The Crested Myna is reported as "locally breeding in good numbers" at Vancouver, B. C.

Vireos, Warblers.—The Red-eyed Vireo was seen and heard several times at Black Creek. The last 20 years has seen an increase of this vireo in the Comox-Campbell River area. A nest of the Warbling Vireo, with 2 young ready to fly, was found at Lake Crescent, June 29 (GA). A female Yellow Warbler was carrying nesting material at Blaine, June 6; a pair was feeding fledglings, July 12 (LK). An Audubon's Warbler began building a nest in a small pine tree on Table Mountain, June 16; the structure was complete, June 19; the nest was found empty and deserted, June 30. Two pairs of Townsend's Warblers were seen carrying food on Table Mountain in June; no nests were located. One Hermit Warbler was at Talent, Oreg. on June 26 (RB). Yellow-breasted Chats were feeding 2 young in a yard at Blaine, June 1 (LK); records of this bird nesting in western Washington are scarce.

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Cowbirds.—Western Meadowlarks were feeding fledglings at Blaine, July 15. A pair of Brewer's Blackbirds began nest building at Blaine, April 3; the young had hatched by May 8; four nestlings were banded, May 25; and the young left the nest, June 3. At Seattle Brewer's Blackbirds were nest building and egg laying on April 28. Brown-headed Cowbirds are increasing in numbers, and were reported as being fed by Song Sparrows and Warbling Vireos.

Grosbeaks and Finches.—The Black-headed Grosbeak was nesting at Marpole, B. C., May 12 (WHH); and one was seen carrying food from a feeder to its young at Seattle, July 7 (VEC). Two Lazuli Buntings (rare) were reported from Comox (TP). There was a heavy influx of Evening Grosbeaks into the Black Creek area in early August (DS). A Cassin's Finch was seen carrying nesting material on Table Mountain, June 16; the birds were very abundant 
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there from June 16 to 30, but no nests were found. The first young House Finches appeared at a food station in Seattle, June 9 (VEC); at Comox they brought off young successfully, and are believed steadily increasing in numbers (TP). Pine Siskins were generally erratic in distribution and no nestings were reported. American Goldfinches were seen daily at a residence in Burnaby, B. C. in July (WHH). Some very early nesting records for the Red Crossbill were of an unsuccessful attempt at Victoria on Feb. 9, and of 2 birds building and one sitting on Feb. 16.

Sparrows.—The Rufous-sided Towhee was nest building at Seattle, April 7; a second nest was started on May 12 (BB, EB); young were still being fed in the nest on Aug. 15 (VEC). At Blaine on May 7 Mrs. Kline found a Savannah Sparrow's egg in one of her bird-banding traps, but the bird had escaped. On June 13 she banded her first young one, and on Aug. 4, 4 fledglings. Oregon Juncos had a good nesting season, and brought off 2 broods at Seattle. Chipping Sparrows were feeding one very small young out of the nest on Table Mountain, June 29; the first young were noted at Medina, July 3 (WMH). White-crowned Sparrows (of the race pugetensis) were carrying food to nestlings at Blaine, May 7; and at Seattle, May 16. Two nests of the Lincoln's Sparrow located in the Ahtanum State Forest in early July contained large, well-feathered young.

Contributors.—(GA) George Alderson; (BB, EB) Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JIC) Mrs. J. I. Colwell; (JBC) John B. Crowell; (RYE) R. Y. Edwards; (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Hesse; (LK) Lucile Kline; (GMM) George M. McKay; (BM, JM) Barry and Joanna Morgan; (JO) Jim Olson; (TP) Theed Pearse; (AP) Allan Poynter; (DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling; (DW) Dierdre Webb.—Boa and ELSIE BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash.
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