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Autumn Migration, 1958

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Weather for the Region was hot and dry during August and much of September. October remained mild and quite dry but November brought much precipitation, mostly as rain, in some areas. Not until mid-November was there much snow. Zero temperatures came to a few localities then but warmth again returned, with temperatures above freezing much of the time. 
[image: ]
It appeared that some birds straggled far behind usual departure dates because of the mild weather. In general, total numbers of birds seemed to be normal or even greater than usual. Reports of bird scarcities in the East cast us in this Region in the role of sympathetic foreigners. Except where otherwise indicated, credit for reports is as follows: Calgary, Alta. area, Calgary Bird Club, fide E. D. Beacham; British Columbia, Patrick W. Martin; Bozeman, Mont. P. D. Skaar, Me C. V. Davis; Missoula, Mont. R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. C. J. Henry; Red Rock Lakes Refuge, Charles G. Hansen; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward, and Spokane, Wash. Spokane Bird Club, fide S. O. Stanley.

Loons, Grebes, Herons, Cormorants.—Migrating Common Loons reached peak numbers of 30-40 around the last of October on Madison and Willow Creek Reservoirs near Ennis, Mont. Eared Grebes reached a peak of about 300 at the same time and place. Grebes were mostly out of the Region before the snow and cold of mid-November. However, 10 of the Eared on Nov. 28 at Waitt's Lake, Stevens County, Wash., furnished a late record. The first specimen of the Black-crowned Night Heron for Alberta was collected at Eagle Lake, near Strathmore, Aug. 20. It was one of 24 birds. About 160 Double-crested Cormorants were noted in the Bozeman area on Aug. 16 (C. V. Davis).

Waterfowl.—Banff, Alta., which previously had only a few records of single Trumpeter Swans, had 22 of the birds on Vermilion Lakes on Oct. 21 (K. Hodges). The species was noted at Madison Reservoir up to Nov. 30. November cold apparently forced most Canada Geese out but 500 were still at Ennis, Mont. on Nov. 30. A large flight of Snow Geese passed over Lethbridge, Alta. the night of Nov. 3, and 3 or 4 thousand were seen on Keho Lake near Lethbridge the next day. Nine White-fronted Geese at Cow Lake, Adams County, Wash. on Oct. 4 constituted an unusual record there (LaFave). The mild fall weather seemed to retard the appearance of the northern flight of ducks, at least in some areas. At Baker, Oreg., the first large concentration was around the last of November, when 10,000 were estimated at Malheur Reservoir by an Oregon State Game Commission worker (Karl Morton, fide Ann Ward). Mallards were very common in the Calgary area up to the middle of November. In central Washington the species was showing up in large numbers in mid-October. November 21 was a late date for Shovelers at Spokane. White-winged Scoters were seen regularly around Strathmore and Calgary in August. Two or 3 of this species were noted at Spokane in November. A female Surf Scoter was observed on Nov. 15 at Spokane (James Acton, fide SOS).

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures appeared to be migrating on Sept. 17 at Baker, Oreg., and Missoula, Mont. Five were seen at Baker and at least 20 at Missoula on that date. The Broad-winged Hawk was noted twice in August at Calgary, where it is rare. The earliest record for Rough-legged Hawks was Sept. 11 near Calgary (12 birds). Red Rock Lakes Refuge at Monida, Mont., had the species by Sept. 25. About 6 birds appeared to be wintering there. Golden Eagle reports were more common than usual. One at the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. was watched as it captured a Chukar. The rare Gyrfalcon was noted near Sprague, Wash. on Oct. 4 (LaFave) and at Calgary.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Some grouse appear to be on the upswing of their population cycles. At Kamloops, B. C., Blue, Ruffed and Sharp-tailed Grouse showed distinct increases, as did the Blue in the Bozeman, Mont. area. California Quail, Ring-necked Pheasant, Gray and Chukar Partridges appeared to be common to abundant. Estimated population of Chukars on the Bison Range at Moiese on Aug. 31 was 550. The species was well enough established at Baker that an open season was allowed. Mountain Quail were seen regularly at Baker.

Cranes and Coot.—Sandhill Cranes were moving in small numbers on Sept. 22-23 near 70 Mile House in the Cariboo area of British Columbia. Two were noted at Cow Lake, Adams County, Wash. on Sept. 6 and the species was not seen at Red Rock Lakes after Oct. 14. American Coot appeared to be as common as usual. The largest concentration, 10,000, was reported for Madison and Willow Creek Reservoirs in September.

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—A single Am. Golden Plover was observed at Eagle Lake near Calgary on Oct. 11 (KH). LaFave considered the shorebird migration to be about 10 days early in eastern Washington, but the birds did not linger long there, in spite of many mud flats following the hot summer. Some of the more interesting records follow. At least 100 Lesser Yellowlegs were noted near Calgary on Aug. 31. Baird's Sandpiper stayed as late as Oct. 4 in the Bozeman area, as did the Least. The former 
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species had a peak of 200 in early September in that area. The Least were observed at Reardan, Wash. on the very late date of Sept. 27 (LaFave). One or two of the rare Dunlin were noted on several occasions between Oct. 4 and Nov. 13 at Reardan and Cow Lake. Since 5 were collected and 2 more were seen later, at least 7 individuals were present (LaFave). Long-billed Dowitchers furnished late records near Calgary, when about 50 were noted on Oct. 11-12 (KH, M. J. Cope, Terry Lindsay, EDB). Two Western Sandpipers were reported at Willow Creek Reservoir on Sept. 11, and 3 on Nov. 9. The third record of the Marbled Godwit for eastern Washington was furnished by a specimen collected on Sept. 6 at Cow Lake (LaFave, Hall). A few Sanderlings were observed at Cow Lake and Reardan and one was collected (LaFave). Bonaparte's Gull showed up in no less than 4 areas: Calgary on Nov. 1, the first for several years; Missoula, 1 on Nov. 5; Baker, 1 on Nov. 6, and up to 38 at Spokane and Reardan, between Sept. 20 and Nov. 14 (LaFave, Hall, Stanley). A Common Tern was identified on Sept. 6 at Blue Lake, Grant County, Wash., where it is rare (LaFave, Hall).

Owls.—The Pygmy Owl was a common migrant during September around Kamloops. Short-eared Owls were very scarce at the Bison Range. A Snowy Owl near Calgary, Nov. 16, was the first reported for that area this fall. No other localities reported the species.

Nighthawks, Hummingbirds.—A large flock of Common Nighthawks was noted at Kamloops on Aug. 24, also the latest date there. Dates for flocks in eastern Washington and Oregon showed marked agreement: Sept. 6-7 at Sprague (Hall, LaFave, Stanley) and Sept. 6 at Soap Lake, Grant County, Wash. LaFave) and Baker, Oreg. Latest dates for the Region were mostly around mid-month, but the 26th at Missoula was the latest of all. Late dates for Rufous Hummingbirds were Sept. 19 at Baker and Sept. 28 at Spokane (S.B.C.).

Woodpeckers.—Yellow-shafted Flickers were apparently migrating through Calgary and Banff the last of August. Only Red-shafted were noted elsewhere. A few Lewis' Woodpeckers were seen at Morley, Alta., Aug. 23 and 28. This is Beacham's first observation of the species in the Calgary area. Ann Ward positively identified a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the red-breasted subspecies in her back yard on Oct. 24. She suggested that the windstorm of Oct. 18-19 may have blown it off course.

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—The latest record of Eastern Kingbirds was of 3 birds at Edwall, Wash. on Sept. 6 (Hall, LaFave). August 31 was the last date for Western Kingbirds, 3 birds at Shepard, Alta. A late Empidonax was noted, Sept. 27, in Spokane County, Wash. (LaFave, Hall) and several believed to be the Dusky were seen at Missoula on Sept. 15. A Western Wood Pewee was noted as late as Sept. 23 at Baker, Oreg. Horned Larks appeared to be migrating in late September and early October at most stations. Most areas had late-staying swallows of several species. For example, Violet-greens were last noted at Kamloops and Bozeman on Sept. 5 and 1 bird was noted in Spokane County on Sept. 27 (La-Fave, Hall). Even more remarkable was a Tree Swallow collected, Oct. 11, in Spokane County (LaFave).

Crows, Chickadees, Creepers.—Common Crows furnished a new late record, Oct. 19, at Banff, and another at Calgary, Nov. 29, a single bird. A flock of 400-500 at Sprague, Wash., Oct. 11, was the largest number ever seen by Hall or LaFave. The species remained at Kamloops until Nov. 26. Clark's Nutcracker was described as common at the Bison Range. At least 20 Boreal Chickadees were seen and one collected on Salmo Mountain, Pend Oreille County, Wash. on Aug. 16 (Hall, LaFave). Three were at Calgary on Nov. 30 and 8 at Moraine Lake, Banff National Park, at 6,000 ft. on Aug. 29.

Dippers, Wrens, Thrashers, Thrushes.—Dippers had apparently all migrated from the high Red Rock Lakes area by Sept. 18 and were arriving in the lowlands from late September on. Two at Baker sang frequently all during November. At least 40 Winter Wrens were observed in the Salmo Mountain region on Aug. 16 (Hall, LaFave). A Brown Thrasher was noted at Calgary on Sept. 16 (V. Morrison) and a Sage Thrasher was collected near Ritzville, Wash. on Sept. 6 (Hall, LaFave). Robins were common but at the end of November no large flocks of wintering birds had appeared. Large flocks of Varied Thrushes were noted at Clinton, B. C. on Sept. 23-24. Migrating flocks of Mountain Bluebirds were at Kamloops on Sept. 22.

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—A late Ruby-crowned Kinglet was at Spokane on Nov. 23 (S.B.C.) The peak of the Water Pipit migration appeared to be during late September and early October throughout the Region. Perhaps 150 of the birds were at Cow Lake, Adams County, Wash. on Oct. 4 (LaFave) and 200 were noted in the Bozeman area on Oct. 3. Bohemian Waxwings were noted earliest at Missoula, on Oct. 11. Not until the end of November had the birds built up flocks of hundreds, except at Calgary in late October and at Missoula in early November. Numbers at Missoula dropped off toward the end of the month, presumably as the birds spread to other areas.

Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—Starlings were on the increase at Baker but their status appeared to be unchanged at Kamloops. A very late Solitary Vireo was collected on Sept. 23 at Meadow Lake, Spokane County, Wash. (LaFave). Warbler records were numerous, with Audubon's probably migrating in the greatest numbers, particularly around mid-September. Three fall records totaling 9 Nashville Warblers were unusual for eastern Washington (Hall, LaFave). Calgary, showing its affinity with more easterly areas, listed a Black-and-white Warbler, 2 Blackpolls, 1 Palm Warbler and the Ovenbird (TL). At Baker on Aug. 31, Ann Ward had what westerners would call a migrational wave of warblers, with numbers of Orange-crowned, Audubon's, Yellow, Calaveras, Wilson's and MacGillivray's in a small area. A Northern Waterthrush at Sullivan Lake in Pend Oreille County, Wash. on Aug. 16 was a very unusual record (Hall, LaFave). Wilson's Warblers showed a very late peak (20 on Sept. 23) and last date (Sept. 27) at Spokane (LaFave).

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Most areas 
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reported Western Meadowlarks well through November. More reports than usual came in for the species during late fall at Bozeman but they seemed much scarcer at Baker, possibly because they were remaining farther north. Latest dates for Yellow-headed Blackbirds were Sept. 26 at Willow Creek Reservoir and Sept. 27 at Reardan, this latter an unusually late date for the area (Hall, LaFave). A Rusty Blackbird was identified at Strathmore, Alta., where it is an uncommon migrant. A flock of 200 Brewer's Blackbirds was still at Baker on Nov. 22. One individual showed much white in its plumage. A few Western Tanagers were still present during the last week of September. They were migrating on Aug. 26 at Bozeman. At Missoula, where few were noted in or near the city this fall, the latest date was Aug. 24.

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were reported only from Wallowa Lake near Baker, Aug. 17, and Spokane, with the last record on Aug. 15 (S.B.C.). House Finches were observed in more than usual numbers around Spokane (LaFave, TR). Two Gray-crowned Rosy Finches at Espanola, Spokane County, Wash. on Oct. 19 constituted a rare occurrence for that locality (Hall). Common Redpolls appeared at Bozeman, Missoula and Calgary, but in smaller numbers than last year. Red Crossbills appeared to be on the increase in the Spokane area but were scarce around Missoula and Baker. White-winged Crossbills were common in August in the Flint Creek Mountains, Deer Lodge County, and Tobacco Root Mountains, Madison County, Mont. (Dr. Robert Hoffman, fide Hand). About 30 were observed at Calgary on Nov. 30, this being the first definite record there for 3 years (Ian Halliday, J. Clarke, EDB). A single Green-tailed Towhee was noted at Madison Reservoir on Sept. 7. Latest date for the Rufous-sided was Oct. 16 at Baker.

Sparrows.—Savannah Sparrows were reported migrating between Aug. 24 and Oct. 11, with 50 plus at Shepard, Alta. on Aug. 31, hundreds near Medical Lake, Wash. on Sept. 13 (S.B.C.) and a heavy movement through Missoula during September and early October. Thirty were banded at Spokane, as compared with 7 the previous fall (TR). Vesper Sparrows were not noted after Sept. 29; this was the last record at Baker. LaFave collected 3 Oregon X Slate-colored Junco hybrids at Spokane. Unusual were 2 Oregon Juncos at Calgary, Nov. 30. Two Tree Sparrows at Calgary on Nov. 30 were late, as the species does not normally winter there. The birds arrived early (1 on Oct. 14) at Missoula. The Chipping Sparrow was reported on the late date of Sept. 30 at Spokane (S.B.C.). Single adult Brewer's Sparrows were identified at Missoula, Aug. 28 and 29, and the species was last seen at Baker on Sept. 9. White-crowned Sparrows appeared to be fairly plentiful and were noted between Aug. 29 and Nov. 11. Peak numbers (about 60 on each date) at Spokane were noted on Sept. 6, 23 and 27 (Hall). A large movement was noted at Kamloops on Sept. 28. At Spokane 24 were banded with the same equipment and effort that netted only 10 last fall (TR). An immature Golden-crowned Sparrow on Oct. 22 apparently was the first to be recorded for the Calgary area. An immature was banded at Spokane on Sept. 27 (TR). Lincoln's Sparrow was observed at Calgary and at Reardan; it is a very uncommon migrant at the latter place. At Red Rock Lakes the species was not seen after Aug. 17. Large flocks of McCown's Longspurs were noted in Wheatland County, Mont. on Sept. 3. Up to 30 Lapland Longspurs were seen in the Calgary area in October and the species again appeared at Missoula, from Sept. 5 to Oct. 21. In early October peak numbers of 40-50 were counted. A few Snow Buntings showed up during the last week of October at Calgary (JC, EDB) and Red Rock Lakes. A few were at Missoula on Nov. 1 and they were noted at Bozeman on Nov. 29.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


Autumn Migration, 1958

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—It was generally a warm fall over this Region and land birds were noted in migration more commonly and later than usual by most observers. The Great Basin area is very dry. May 1 to Nov. 30 at Salt Lake City was the driest in 50 years (2 inches of precipitation). Elsewhere in the Region precipitation was near normal.
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Herons.—A Common Egret showed up at Bear River Marshes on the northern end of Great Salt Lake, Nov. 28, for the first fall record (Young).

Swans.—In this Region the Trumpeter Swan did well this season. On Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole in western Wyoming, where there is always open water because of warm springs, 53 birds had collected by Nov. 21 (Greenwalt), 13 of them cygnets. This is the second best concentration on record. And now it is announced that the Trumpeter is breeding at Malheur in western Oregon, 2 broods (Marshall). This is the result of a finally successful transplant from Red Rock Lakes, Montana. The peak of the Whistling Swan migration will come in the next season. There were 7,000 at Stillwater in western Nevada by the end of this period (Kiger). Kashin had 5,000 Whistling Swans at Ogden Bay Refuge on Great Salt Lake, Nov. 29. Mrs. Shaw reports 5,000 at Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho on Nov. 22.

Ducks and Geese.—The peak of the migration was on Sept. 29 at Bear River Marshes on the northern 
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end of the Great Salt Lake. The numbers were a little less than last year. The top 3 ducks were Pintail at 272,000, Am. Widgeon at 218,000 and Green-winged Teal at 108,000. A cold wave on Nov. 17 froze most of the refuge and the bulk of the ducks departed (Young). Monte Vista Refuge in central-southern Colorado is growing physically as well as in use by waterfowl. There were 10,000 more ducks there this year than last year. The Mallard accounts for most of these as there were 60,000 by the end of this season (Bryant). At Stillwater in western Nevada the duck population was the best ever. Water conditions were good and the food supply excellent. Their high total was 191,000, Oct. 30. Stillwater's principal ducks are: the Canvasback with a top concentration of 26,000, Oct. 30; Mallard 14,000, Nov. 28; Gadwall 16,000, Sept. 19; Am. Widgeon 32,000, Oct. 30; Pintail 42,000, Oct. 30. While 7,500 Redheads were produced at Stillwater last summer, they had mostly migrated before the start of this season. Stillwater's most common nesters are Redhead, Cinnamon Teal and Mallard in that order. Compared with Klamath and Bear River, Stillwater is smaller as far as migrant waterfowl go. The notable exception is the Canvasback. This information was received from John Kiger, the assistant refuge manager. Production at Klamath during the summer was down from the previous year and there was considerable trouble with botulism. Of 7,735 birds treated by "hospitalization," 89 per cent recovered, however (Abney). The following comes from David Marshall at Malheur. The food situation at Malheur in western Oregon had been poor and consequently many of the waterfowl species there are down. In western alkaline lakes the best production of animal and plant life comes the year following a low water or dry period. Up to 1956 Harney Lake, just west of Malheur, had been dry for several years. This year with continued high water Harney Lake has become sufficiently fresh for Carp to enter it, which reduced the invertebrate population. Owing to increased Carp Malheur itself produced only about 1/10 the sago pondweed that it did last year and sago pondweed provides about half the waterfowl food at Malheur. Last year Harney Lake supported 200,000 Shovelers living on invertebrate animal life almost entirely. This year the high for the whole area was 40,000 including Malheur. On Malheur the concentrations were: 35,000 Mallards on Oct. 17, a drop of 56 per cent from last year; 31,000 Am. Widgeon, which was a drop of 56 per cent from last year; and 33,000 Pintails, a drop of 65 per cent; Green-winged Teal dropped 79 per cent; Shoveler, 81 per cent; Canvasback, 93 per cent and Whistling Swan, 91 per cent. The Canvasback and swan are dependent solely on sago pondweed. In total, the high last year was 618,000 ducks on Oct. 22, and this year the high was 152,000 on Oct. 17. Geese, feeding as they do on grains and grass, were up slightly from last year at 36,000. An unusual duck, an immature Oldsquaw, was shot on Nov. 9 at Malheur and another was seen on Nov. 19. A dead bird was found, Dec. 2, probably the second record (Marshall). This is the third record for the bird at Malheur.

Hawks.—Vee Curtis reported a Peregrine Falcon near Gardnerville in northwestern Nevada, Oct. 27. Another was seen at Casper in central Wyoming, Sept. 28 (OKS). This bird probably occurs regularly in Wyoming in the fall.

Grouse and Quail.—California Quail are reported increasing on the Owyhee Mountains of western Oregon (Carol MacIver). They thrive there along the irrigated fields of the isolated ranches. After 10 years of fruitless search the editor finally caught up with the White-tailed Ptarmigan on Medicine Bow Peak in the Snowy Range of southern Wyoming on Aug. 30.

Shorebirds.—Nothing remarkable was reported except there were 30,000 dowitchers at Malheur in late August (Marshall).

Gulls.—An adult Sabine's Gull was seen near Casper, Sept. 7 (OKS). This species has been seen regularly the past few years but this is the first one in adult plumage.

Owls.—As I have noted previously in these columns, the owl family has been very successful in the West. With ruthless government-hired predator control men the coyote and bobcat have been largely eliminated from most of the West. The daylight flying hawks have been decimated by the hunters and ranchers by promiscuous shooting, with the result that many areas of the West are plagued by mice eating the range and crops. Owls, because of nocturnal habits and abundant food supply, are on the increase, particularly the Great Horned and the Short-eared. Kleb Kashin had 18 Short-eared in an area the size of a city block at Ogden Bay Refuge on the Great Salt Lake, Nov. 8. There were 60 in mid-August at Monte Vista Refuge in southern-central Colorado (Bryant). Kashin found a Pygmy Owl in a cemetery in Salt Lake City, Nov. 30. A Great Gray Owl was seen repeatedly by Brad House at Swan Lake in Jackson Hole in August. This bird is regular in the great parks of Wyoming but it takes local knowledge to find the bird in a given season. Killpack reported a Spotted Owl, Sept. 6, in the Book Cliffs, 95 miles south of Roosevelt in eastern Utah. This is the farthest north record of this owl in Utah.

Swifts.—Sidney Hyde found a Black Swift, Aug. 24, at Paonia on the "Western Slope" of Colorado, the plateau-like western side of the Rockies. This is a rare bird in that area, but is his second record. Mrs. Thornburg had a Roadrunner in central Colorado at Cotopaxi which is unusual.

Flickers.—A Yellow-shafted bird was captured 20 miles southeast of Roosevelt in eastern Utah, Nov. 29 (Killpack). The status of these birds in this Region is not clear but they are regarded as casual in Utah.

Blue Jay.—There were 3 in Cheyenne, Nov. 12 (Hanesworth) and one has been present for the past year in Casper in central Wyoming. Perhaps this species is pushing westward.

Thrushes and Waxwings.—There were 3 Western Bluebirds in Laramie in southeastern Wyoming, Nov. 16 (Huzinga). The Bohemian Waxwing arrived early 
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this year. Hyde had 30, Nov. 16, 10 miles west of Gunnison in central Colorado on the "Western Slope." Mickey had 500 at Laramie, Nov. 18.

Warblers.—They seemed common to most observers this fall. There were 8 Northern Waterthrushes, Sept. 28, at Cheyenne, a very high figure for this uncommon bird in that area.

Grosbeaks.—The Evening Grosbeak was more common than usual in Durango this fall but as winter comes the bird decreases. Miss Reames' estimate of the number present was "hundreds" and she is always conservative. As far as this editor is concerned the mystery of Durango and its Evening Grosbeaks remains.

Crossbills.—Dick Follett had 3 Red Crossbills, Sept. 18, in the Cache National Forest in northern Utah. Elsewhere few were reported.

Sparrows.—Mrs. Saltzer reported banding 35 Golden-crowned Sparrows at Nampa, in western Idaho. This is far east of their normal range, but west of the Cascades. These were trapped all fall.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


Autumn Migration, 1958

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Weather was generally normal for the period, with the low temperature in September about the 23rd; the low temperature at Vancouver, B. C. of 28° on November 15 was as cold as any recorded for the winter of 1957-58. There was some snow in the Region in mid-November, and again near the end of the month, followed by temperatures above 50°.
           [image: ]
There were not many well-developed fronts, but, in general, the period was warm and wet. Migration was apparently normal, and shorebirds made a good showing. Observers supplied much good data, only the highlights of which can be included in this report.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters, Herons.—Red-throated Loons were first seen at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 21; on Nov. 1 and Nov. 16 about 200 were observed, and 70 on Nov. 23, mostly at Point Roberts, Wash. Horned Grebes (2) were first seen on Sept. 13, at Nanaimo, B. C. and on Sept. 14 at Blaine, Wash. There were about 1,000 off Victoria, B. C., Oct. 11, probably migrating. Sooty Shearwaters were passing at a faster rate than in 1956 off Copalis, Wash., where they were estimated at 18,000 per hour at that time. During September, up to 300 were often in sight from Clover Point, Victoria. They were noted at Depoe Bay, Oreg., between Aug. 4 and Oct. 24, but never in very large flocks. Great Blue Herons were more numerous than usual at Blaine during the past summer; 5 were still present at the end of the period. A sight record of a Green Heron, probably the first for British Columbia, was submitted by William M. Hughes, for Sea Island, near Vancouver, Aug. 24. A Common Egret was observed on Sauvies Island near Portland, Oreg., Oct. 11 (Jim Olsen). There are very few winter records of this species in Oregon and only one Multnomah County (Portland) record for any time of year listed in Birds of Oregon; this was a bird that stayed at Portland for several days in 1933.

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—One Whistling Swan was at Esquimalt Lagoon, near Victoria, Nov. 15. Twelve were seen at Wheeler, Oreg., Nov. 29. Birds of Oregon lists no records at all on the coast except at Astoria. Mr. and Mrs. Robert James reported 100 wintering at Astoria and about 300 at Carlton last year. The Wheeler birds may be strays from one of these flocks. First Snow Geese (200) were seen off Steveston, B. C., Oct. 10; at Point Roberts, they were reported on Oct. 26 (5), Nov. 2 (26), Nov. 9 (134) and Nov. 16 (235). Two European Widgeon appeared, Oct. 18, at Victoria, where they winter. Common Scoters first appeared on Sept. 21, at Point Roberts. The high counts were on Nov. 2 (62) and Nov. 16 (58). They were considerably more common than usual.

Vultures, Hawks and Falcons.—One Turkey Vulture was seen, 15 miles NW of Nanaimo, B. C., Sept. 13; and 6 at Victoria, Oct. 25. Swainson's Hawks were observed at Medford, Oreg. on Sept. 8, Sept. 16 and Oct. 6 (Thomas McCamant). Rough-legged Hawks were seen on Oct. 19 at Pitt Meadows, east of Vancouver, and on Nov. 24 near Medford. Marsh Hawks were observed, Aug. 9 and 21, at Blaine; Sept. 7 to Oct. 18 on the Fraser River delta south of Vancouver, and Nov. 23 at Boundary Bay, B. C. Ospreys were seen migrating south over Vancouver, Sept. 25 and Oct. 21. Peregrine Falcons were seen on Aug. 16 on Iona Island, at the mouth of the Fraser River; on Nov. 9 at Point Roberts; and on Nov. 22 at Victoria.

Rails, Shorebirds.—A Sora was seen, Sept. 6, at Stanley Park, Vancouver. Shorebird migration was good; only the highlights can be included. Am. Golden Plover were observed (1) Sept. 22 and (2) Sept. 29 at Clover Point, Victoria. Surfbirds were first seen there on July 8, and 110 were counted at Oak Bay, Victoria, Aug. 30. Three rare Long-billed Curlews were seen, Oct. 26, at Boundary Bay. There are no specimens for coastal British Columbia. Rock Sandpipers were first seen, Oct. 21, at Victoria. Long-billed Dowitchers were reported as few compared to normal numbers. There were 2 records of the very rare Marbled Godwit in British Columbia; 1 seen at Victoria from Sept. 1 to Oct. 26; and 1 on Oct. 26 at Boundary Bay, B. C. There are only 3 specimen records for the Province. However, there are several recent records for the Washington coast.

Doves, Owls.—Mourning Doves were last seen near Blaine, Oct. 24. A Barn Owl was reported from Sea Island, Nov. 9. Short-eared Owls were reported migrating through the Victoria area from Oct. 13 to Nov. 15. Eight were seen on Sea Island, Nov. 9. There were numerous reports in November in the Skagit Valley and the Puyallup River flats, Wash. The species was unusually common throughout.

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The last Common Nighthawks were calling on Aug. 29 in Vancouver, and 6 silent birds were flying over the city, Sept. 6. The last 3 were seen in Bellingham, Wash. Sept. 30. The last Vaux's Swifts were seen at Vancouver, Sept. 22. One Anna's Hummingbird was seen in the fuchsia gardens near Victoria from Aug. 26 to Oct. 19, and was identified by Charles 
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Guiguet, biologist for the British Columbia Provincial Museum; 1 was seen in 1957 at the same place for about the same period of time. The last Rufous Hummingbird was seen on Aug. 8 at Blaine, and on Sept. 17 at Vancouver.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—Woodpeckers of all kinds appeared more numerous this fall. Yellow-shafted Flickers were seen at Portland, Oct. 23; 1 male at Vancouver, Nov. 2, and 2 at Victoria, Nov. 15. There was a marked influx of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers into the lowlands: 1 at Vancouver, Sept. 14 and 19; 1 at Victoria on Sept. 20; at Blaine, Oct. 13 and to the end of the period (first in over 15 years there); and several in and near Seattle during the period. An Ash-throated Flycatcher was reported by A. J. Erskine at Vancouver, Aug. 24. This is the third record for the Vancouver area in the past 3 years. Violet-green Swallows were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 24; Vancouver, Sept. 25, and Medford, Sept. 23 and Oct. 20, with none between these dates. The last Tree and Barn Swallows were seen on Sept. 18 at Blaine. Cliff Swallows were last seen, Sept. 14, at Blaine and Point Roberts.

Jays, Chickadees, Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—Steller's Jays were present in unusual numbers again this fall, and reports of damage to walnuts, pecans, filberts and fruit were numerous. A Mountain Chickadee was seen at Vancouver, Sept. 1. Winter Wrens were seen regularly since Sept. 6 in Vancouver. A Mockingbird was observed by T. McC and J. H. Hicks, who had known the species in Texas, on Nov. 24 near Medford. It was first reported by Barney Kellogg on Nov. 18. Varied Thrushes were first seen Sept. 14 at Victoria. They were early and in large numbers throughout the British Columbia and Washington areas. Hermit Thrushes were first seen at Seattle, Sept. 14, and were more abundant than usual. The last Swainson's Thrush was seen, Sept. 22, at Medford. Two Townsend's Solitaires were seen, Oct. 9, at Blaine.

Shrikes, Starlings, Mynas.—Northern Shrikes were first seen (3) on Oct. 11 at Victoria, and 4 there, Nov. 15. They were recorded in British Columbia: Oct. 19 at Pitt Meadows; Oct. 26 and Nov. 23 at Boundary Bay; and Nov. 9 at Sea Island. At Blaine, 1 was seen on Oct. 30 and 1, Nov. 4. At Portland, single birds were seen, Nov. 7 and 28, and 2 in North Portland, Nov. 2. Starlings were seen in small numbers throughout the period in Vancouver. At least 500 were seen on the Saanich Peninsula, near Victoria, Nov. 15. Crested Mynas were regular but local in Vancouver, flocks of 30 to 60 being noted in several parts of the city.

Warblers, Cowbirds, Tanagers.—There were 3 records of Nashville Warblers, 1 at Squamish, north of Vancouver, Aug. 10; 1, Sept. 11, at Victoria, and 1 at Medford, Oct. 24. The last Yellowthroat was seen, Oct. 13, at Vancouver (late). There were 2 late records of the Wilson's Warbler from Vancouver, Oct. 19 and Nov. 16, possibly the same bird. The last Brown-headed Cowbird was seen at Blaine, Sept. 3. They were the most numerous they have ever been since the sudden irruption about three years ago. The last Western Tanagers were at Victoria, Aug. 21 and at Blaine, Sept. 1. They also were abundant.

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks, very numerous, were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 30. There was a large movement of Savannah Sparrows through Victoria from Aug. 28 to Sept. 5; northern races reached a peak about the middle of September, and by Oct. 21 only a few were left. Last date was Oct. 26 at Point Roberts. Slate-colored Juncos were noted, Oct. 8, at Seattle; Oct. 12 at Victoria; and 1 at Vancouver, Nov. 15. The first large flock of Oregon Juncos was noted at Seattle, Sept. 3. The last Chipping Sparrow was seen at Victoria, Aug. 29. White-crowned Sparrows were mostly gone by the end of September, but some always winter in our area. The pugetensis race was more abundant than usual in Blaine during the summer; Erskine reported migrants (probably gambelii) much less abundant than usual around Vancouver. Golden-crowned Sparrows were reported more abundant than usual. They were first seen at Medford, Sept. 8, which is early. A peak was recorded at Vancouver, Sept. 28. One White-throated Sparrow was seen, Sept. 27, at Vancouver. Fox Sparrows arrived in good numbers in Victoria, Aug. 29; in Vancouver, Sept. 20; and in Seattle, Sept. 22, being more abundant than for at least 2 years. One Lincoln's Sparrow appeared at Blaine, Aug. 23; one was found dead, Aug. 24; and birds were seen on Sept. 25 and Oct. 19 at Vancouver. One Lapland Longspur was seen at Cattle Point, Victoria, Oct. 5, and 2 at Esquirnalt Lagoon, Oct. 21. Snow Buntings were reported, Nov. 2, 9 and 16, at Point Roberts; Nov. 15 at Esquimalt Lagoon, and Nov. 23 at Blaine.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1958-59

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Moderate temperatures characterized the winter over much of the Region. Even at Red Rock Lakes Refuge in southwestern Montana, where the lowest minimum for the season was –45°, only a few days of subzero weather occurred. However, Calgary, Alta. experienced much snow and below-zero temperatures in January. Concern for summer moisture supplies was raised by "exceedingly dry" conditions at Baker, Oreg. and a very dry March at Calgary. Red Rock Lakes also was short on precipitation, which was about one-half of normal. Missoula and Moiese, Mont., reported above normal precipitation as did Spokane, Wash., except for a rather dry March. As a whole the bird population appeared to be present in about average numbers, with the usual fluctuations up or down for individual species. Wintering Robins were distinctly down in numbers but many fringillids were noted in increased numbers. The season showed a moderate sprinkling of birds wintering out of their usual range. Credit for reports, unless indicated otherwise, is as follows: Alberta, Calgary Bird Club, fide E. D. Beacham; Libby, Mont., Charlie Decker, Don Peterson and Carl Engebretson; Missoula, Mont., Ralph L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry; Red Rock Lakes Refuge, Monida, Mont., Charles G. Hansen; northeastern Oregon, Ann Ward, and eastern Washington, Spokane Bird Club, fide Stephen O. Stanley, and Warren Hall and Lynn LaFave.

Loons and Grebes.—The only winter record of the Common Loon was of a single bird, Dec. 20, on the Madison Reservoir, Ennis, Mont. In addition to the usual occurrence of Pied-billed Grebes, the only other wintering grebes were a group of 10-15 Horned Grebes at Soap Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (Hall & LaFave).
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Waterfowl.—Two Whistling Swans stayed as late as Dec. 12 at Baker, Oreg. and one was noted in January in Montana on the annual two-day count by the Montana Fish and Game Dept., the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Yellowstone Park rangers. This same count revealed 324 Trumpeter Swans as compared to 216 last year. Most of these were at Red Rock Lakes Refuge. The Montana count referred to above noted nearly one-eighth of a million waterfowl wintering in the state. Most were Mallards (over 87,000), with goldeneyes second (16,500). The remainders of the ducks were Redheads, mergansers, scaup, Gadwalls, Am. Widgeon, Green-winged Teal and Buffleheads. Canada Geese numbered 3,150. Oregon's January inventory showed numbers of ducks down 30 to 50 per cent in the northeastern portion of the state, although numbers were up for the state as a whole. Unusual winter records included a pair of Shovelers at Townsend, Mont. on Jan. 18; a Wood Duck there on Feb. 15, and a female Ruddy Duck at Spokane during January (Hall & LaFave). At Calgary, the Common Goldeneye showed a decided increase but Barrow's failed to winter there for the first time in 3 years. Common Mergansers showed a new high there on the Christmas Count, with 77 as compared to the usual 10 or 12.

Eagles and Hawks.—Unusual hawk records were of a Rough-legged Hawk in the city of Spokane in January (Hall) and one near Cusick, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LaFave). The January survey in Montana recorded 141 Bald Eagles, 17 more than last year.

Pheasants and Partridges.—Ring-necked Pheasants at Missoula, Mont. and Calgary, Alta. were quite plentiful and appeared to have wintered well. Gray Partridges were reported as increasing at Missoula, with at least 10 coveys, totaling some 100 birds.

Rails, Killdeer.—Two Virginia Rails were identified near Townsend, Mont. on Feb. 15 (Skaar). Killdeer were observed wintering at Spokane (Hall) and Ennis, Mont. and were noted into January at the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont.

Gulls, Doves.—A Glaucous-winged Gull was observed at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. (LaFave). Equally unusual were the records of the Western Gull, at O'Sullivan Dam on Jan. 16 (LaFave) and at Banks Lake, Grant County on March 27 (Hall, LaFave). The Herring Gull was noted in numbers up to 100 on the Spokane River at Spokane, with the peak on Feb. 12 (LaFave). A few Mourning Doves apparently wintered at Spokane (SBC, LaFave) and Baker. A migrating flock of 100 was noted at Spokane on Feb. 1 (Stanley).

Owls.—A Snowy Owl was noted at Calgary on Dec. 18 and 5 were seen near Langdon on Dec. 14 (Ian Halliday, J. Clarke & EDB). A Saw-whet Owl was observed at Calgary on March 1 (W. E. McKay). Movements of Short-eared Owls occurred at Missoula, where they were more common than usual between Dec. 6 and 28 (1 to 4 birds seen frequently) and again between Feb. 16 and March 18. The species appeared during February at Calgary, with a peak of 20 at nearby Priddis on the 17th (Alfred Schulze).

Woodpeckers, Chickadees.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker that had wandered as far west as Spokane was observed there on Jan. 5 (LaFave). Both Black-backed and Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen at Banff, Alta. on Dec. 21. These species were not reported elsewhere. Fifty Chestnut-backed Chickadees were noted near Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. in January (Hall & LaFave). The Boreal Chickadee was reported only from Calgary and Banff

Wrens and Mimic Thrushes.—A Long-billed Marsh Wren lingered in a cattail marsh at Ennis, Mont. as late as Dec. 28. As many as 6 individuals of both Winter and Cañon Wrens were observed wintering along the Little Spokane River near Spokane & LaFave). A highly interesting record is that of a Mockingbird at Calgary, where it was observed for 5 weeks in December and January. It survived temperatures as low as –25° and was last seen on Jan. 26. This is the sixth record for the province of Alberta and the first for December or January.

Thrushes and Kinglets.—Wintering Robins were decidedly scarce at every reporting station. Most localities reported a few, however. A few Varied Thrushes wintered at Spokane and 1 was noted at Baker. Unusual was a single Hermit Thrush on Dec 12 near Liberty Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. (LaFave). Equally remarkable were the 2 Ruby-crowned Kinglets which turned up on Spokane's Christmas count One individual appeared with Golden-crowned Kinglets in the Stanley yard on Jan. 9.

Waxwings and Starlings.—Bohemian Waxwings put in a good but not extraordinary appearance. Flocks up to 600 were reported from various localities. The last large flocks, of 400 and 200 birds, were seen is the Banff area on March 14 (Cedric Hitchon, I.H., J.C., & EDB). A few Cedar Waxwings stayed into December at Baker and Missoula but Spokane had 15-30 in January and February. Starlings appeared to winter at every reporting locality and still seem on the increase

Warblers and Blackbirds.—The caption ought to be "Warbler," for a lone Audubon's was seen at Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on March 27 (LaFave Hall). The Western Meadowlark wintered at many stations. Numbers were up in eastern Washington; at that it meant only scattered, small groups. A flock of at least 40 wintered at Missoula. A few sang almost daily, even on the coldest morning of the winter, when the mercury registered –10°. Wintering Red-winged Blackbirds, in most cases including females, were noted at Baker, Moiese and Townsend, Mont. Several at Spokane may have wintered. Three Brewer’s Blackbirds apparently wintered at Calgary; they were seen on Feb. 8 and 15 (W. E. McKay). Decidedly noteworthy was a male Bullock's Oriole that stayed all winter at Baker. It took grapes at a feeding station there.

Finches and Sparrows.—Evening Grosbeaks creased in numbers at most localities during February or March. Groups up to 5 birds wintered at Calgary for the first time in the last three years. Cassias Finch, unreported from the Region last winter, occurred at several localities. They wintered at Baker and Spokane. Flocks were moving in from the last of January on. For example, a phenomenally large flock estimated at 500 was noted on Feb. 12 near Spokane (SOS). At Moiese the birds appeared between Feb 16 and 28, with a peak of 40. Missoula had a peak count of 50 on Feb. 5. The Pine Grosbeak was noted 
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in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (Hall & LaFave), at Libby, Bozeman, Banff, Calgary (scarce, T. B. Randall) and Moiese (a single male). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were observed in most reporting localities, in numbers up to 150. A few were seen near Tyler, Spokane Co., Wash. where they are rare (LaFave). The Common Redpoll occurred commonly in several areas, with flocks numbering up to 400. At Bozeman the species was noted as uncommon, however, being noted only 5 times. Pine Siskins were scarce around Spokane but Libby had a few which wintered, a distinctly unusual- event. Possibly the species wintered more in the mountains this winter. The Am. Goldfinch was noted wintering almost entirely in eastern Washington and Oregon and at Missoula, Mont. Red Cross-bill numbers were definitely up in the Spokane area, with several hundred seen in large flocks. The birds were reported near Baker, Oreg. and at Libby, Mont. White-winged Crossbills were reported only from the Calgary area; some were noted at least 50 miles east of this city. A Rufous-sided Towhee stayed long enough for the Spokane Christmas Count. A few Slate-colored Juncos wintered at Baker, Spokane and Missoula. The Oregon Junco appeared to be common to numerous. A few Tree Sparrows appeared during the winter at Calgary for the first time in several years (CH). One White-crowned (Gambel's) Sparrow was noted near Tekoa, Whitman Co., Wash. on Dec. 5 and an individual in immature plumage was singing in a residential area in Dishman, Wash. on Feb. 22 and 23. This is more than a month in advance of spring migration for the species (TR). One of the rarer occurrences of the season was a White-throated Sparrow which came regularly to a feeder in Libby, Mont. during December, January and February (DP). Snow Buntings were noted, mostly in small numbers, from various localities. None were noted at Baker, but at Calgary and Banff flocks numbering up to 200 and 300 appeared.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1958-59

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Our weather was unusual. The Pacific high pressure area remained very strong from January on, and Montana kept her backdoor closed so that no Canadian air entered. The result was that a series of mild storms got through from Washington to the northern part of this Region and there was almost no moisture in the rest. There are prospects of floods when the snows melt in early summer around the Big Horn Mountains of northern Wyoming, and drought in Colorado and Utah. In southern Utah there were only two storms during the entire winter. The drought extends into eastern Oregon. At Malheur there were 2.04 in. of rainfall during this period, most of the normal yearly precipitation. This type of weather made for an extremely mild winter except in Wyoming, where there was plenty of moisture but no remarkable cold. Consequently, we have many extraordinary winter records for the area such as a Double-crested Cormorant, Jan. 1, at Geneva Pond, central Utah (Ferris). All sorts of blackbirds and juncos were found in central and northern Utah all through the winter. Colorado had the same weather as Utah, and summer birds were seen in winter such as a Mourning Dove, Dec. 29, at Paonia on the western slope (Hyde). Perhaps the most outstanding ornithological phenomenon of the past winter was the invasion of Bohemian Waxwings, the largest on record.

Egret.—A Common Egret was seen at Farmington Bay just north of Salt Lake City on the Great Salt Lake, March 9, and subsequently (Lockerbie). This is a great rarity and is his second record for Utah; it may be the same bird that was seen at Bear River last fall.

Swans.—Trumpeters wintered in greater numbers than ever before on Flat Creek beside the highway in the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, Wyo. The high was 49 birds on Dec. 15 (Greenwalt). This reflects a better breeding season than last year. With the enlargement of Grand Teton Park so that it covers a considerable part of Jackson Hole, these beautiful birds should steadily increase. David Marshall, the biologist at Malheur in eastern Oregon, reports the spring peak of migration of the Whistling Swan was 11,000 on March 13. This is a good flight. In the second week of March, at the peak of the spring waterfowl migration at Bear River there were 3,100 swans (Bolwahnn). At Klamath on the Pacific Flyway the high for the swan was 14,000 in December with 9,000 remaining until March, when they rapidly diminished.

Geese.—The migration seems to have been about as usual but early. Klamath reported the spring peak in March of 100,000, mostly Snows and White-fronts (Abney). There were 100,000+ Snows alone on March 23 in the Harney Valley. Since Malheur Refuge had still others, probably about 44,000 as it had the previous week, this gives a high figure for the Snow Geese there—better than most years. The weather prevented aircraft surveys over some of the area so that a count for the whole area at the same time is not available (Marshall). Fifteen hundred Ross' Geese were at Harney Lake at Malheur on March 23 (Marshall). A Bar-headed Goose was seen and pictured at Lower Klamath during the week of March 18 (Robert Abney, biologist at Tule Lake). Where this bird came from is not known.

Ducks.—The dry meadows and poor food conditions in Malheur Lake made an early and poor migration 
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for ducks; 96,000 Pintail and 34,000 other ducks on March 13 was the peak. The peak migration of ducks at Klamath was ¾ of a million in March, largely Pintail (Abney). The second week of March saw the greatest numbers at Bear River with 160,000 Pintail and next, as usual, 44,000 Green-winged Teal; and then Mallards 21,200, followed by 7,600 Canvasbacks and others in much smaller numbers. Gene Crawford, the manager at Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho, reported the refuge as principally a Mallard refuge with the highest peak of 766,200, about 75 per cent Mallards, in the middle of December. The low point of the winter was 8500 on Feb. 21 and the count has been building up again by the end of this period to 28,500. There are only a scattering of swans in this refuge. Another Mallard refuge is the growing Monte Vista Refuge in southern-central Colorado. Its high for Mallards grew to 43,750 in the first week of December with much lesser figures since (Bryant). Another Oldsquaw was found dead at Malheur headquarters on Dec. 21 (Marshall).

Hawks.—There were 100 Bald Eagles at Lower Klamath and Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin, March 10 (Abney). This is the only significant concentration reported.

Gulls.—A Glaucous Gull at Farmington Bay, March 9 (Lockerbie) was a rare record. This is on the Great Salt Lake. A Saw-whet, an uncommon bird in this area, was found on a hay barn rafter at the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, Feb. 22, by Greenwalt. A Great Gray Owl was seen a mile north of Fort Klamath on March 1 (Russell Pengelly) in the northern part of the Klamath Basin. Ann Strahan has 3 pairs of these birds in this area at the present time. This is one of two areas in the Region where the bird is reported regularly. The other is the Grand Teton—Yellowstone area. A Pygmy Owl spent most of the winter in the big cemetery in Salt Lake City (Kashin), being first found there last fall. This remains a little-known owl in the West but we think it occurs sparsely in most of the forested region. Sixteen Long-eared Owls congregated in an orchard at Grand Junction in western Colorado (Carman). Apparently, the orchard had an abundance of mice. An explosion of mice continued in central Wyoming with many too few hawks present, although Short-eared Owls are getting to be a common sight. There are almost no Coyotes or Bobcats; the government predator control men at taxpayers' expense have been very efficient. However, a growing number of ranchers, all cattlemen, refuse to let the government trappers and airplane hunters trespass on their lands. There is a group of such enlightened landowners along the Sweetwater River in Wyoming.

Waxwings.—This winter has seen the most massive invasion of Bohemian Waxwings we have on record. Even Lockerbie of Salt Lake City has never seen so many. They penetrated as far south as Durango in southwestern Colorado where they are not seen ordinarily (Reames). Up to 600 were seen there at once, and they were present from Dec. 29 to Feb. 20. There were 5,000 or more at Salt Lake City (Ferris), the highest number reported, but every observer in this Region, except in the western Great Basin, had them in big numbers. In some areas such as northern Utah the Bohemians seem to have replaced the Cedar Waxwings which usually winter there (Follett). Elsewhere a few Cedars were reported with the Bohemians. The Bohemians, as always, made a great impression on the local residents, particularly in areas such as Hotchkiss in western Colorado where they are not ordinarily seen in numbers (Crews). 

Starlings.—Utah is reporting a distressing increase in the Starling. Follett near Logan in northeastern Utah reports it is now the most common winter bird.

Evening Grosbeaks.—The winter pattern is varied. Salt Lake City had none which was unusual. Durango in southwestern Colorado had only a few in December while southwestern Idaho at Caldwell had a tremendous flight of them. Nearby Nampa had 350 on Jan. 18 (Shaw), while in Wyoming they were about as usual.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th Casper, Wyo.


The Winter Season, 1958-59
[bookmark: _GoBack]
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—[No Regional report was received, or it may have been rejected.]


Spring Migration, 1959

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Weather during the spring period appeared to affect the migration, both as to timing and distribution. The cool, wet May in eastern Washington brought a dearth of shorebirds, which found limited feeding areas exposed because of higher water levels. This lack of birds appeared to be balanced by an excellent appearance of the same group of birds in the Missoula, Mont. area, where numbers of both individuals and species were high and the migration was distinctly early as well. The Bozeman, Mont area had a cold, wet, spring which found many species behind schedule in arrival dates. By contrast, the Calgary, Alta. and Baker, Oreg., areas experienced a severe shortage of moisture, which presages ill for waterfowl breeding. However, migration appeared little affected, except for a disappointing showing of ducks at Baker. Strong southwest winds in eastern Washington are a possible explanation for an unprecedented showing of Golden-crowned Sparrows in that area and might also have bearing upon the distribution of shorebird movement. The large number of casualties of migrating sparrows which struck buildings in Baker, Oreg., is new in the regional editor's experience. Generally speaking, bird numbers appeared to be about normal, although numbers of fringillids were distinctly high in many areas. Robins, which were scarce during the winter, appeared to have returned in usual numbers. Credit for observations, unless otherwise noted, is as follows: Cariboo area, southern British Columbia, A. J. Erskine; Bozeman, Mont., C. V. Davis; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry, and Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward.

Loons and Grebes.—The Common Loon and all species of grebes were noted widely distributed through the Region. Thirty loons were noted at Ennis, Mont. on April 19, their arrival date there (P. D. Skaar). The relatively scarce Red-necked Grebe was reported from Ninepipe Refuge (C. J. Henry), Lake Chatcolet near Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (J. Acton); and in the Cariboo area.

Pelicans and Herons.—Two White Pelicans observed at Ninepipe on May 19 and a pair of uncommon Black-crowned Night Herons was noted near O'Sullivan Darn, Grant Co., Wash. (Warren Hall & Lynn LaFave).

Waterfowl.—Numbers of Trumpeter Swans at Ennis, Mont. were up from the winter flock of 7 to about 30 on April 19 (PDS). Four swans believed to be this species were noted in late May at Rush Lake in the Cariboo area (I. McT. Cowan, fide AJE). A single Snow Goose at Sprague Lake, Adams Co., Wash. was noteworthy, but the 20,000 observed on
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Lake McGregor in southern Alberta, while not unexpected, were at least impressive (Calgary Bird Club). Teal and Shovelers were noted in increased numbers in some areas. LaFave had a very early Cinnamon Teal record of a pair at Reardan, Wash. on April 6. A rare occurrence was a pair of Harlequin Ducks at Sprague Lake on May 2 (WH). White-winged and Surf Scoters were migrating in the Cariboo area during May, with a peak of about 80 of the latter species. A peak of 500 Red-breasted Mergansers was noted at Ennis, Mont. on April 19 (PDS) and at Conrich, Alta. where the species is a rare migrant, 7 birds were seen on April 18 (Cedric Hitchon). 

Hawks.—Accipiters were sparsely reported as were falcons, with the exception of the Sparrow Hawk, observed as common or even numerous. A Golden Eagle was noted on the last of April at Reardan, Wash. where it is rare (LL), and Skaar recorded a peak of 20 Bald Eagles at Ennis, Mont. on March 20. 

Grouse and Cranes.—Forty-five or 50 Sharp-tailed Grouse, very rare in Spokane Co., Wash., were observed on the strutting ground at Deer Park (WH). Sandhill Cranes were first noted on April 5 near Sprague, Wash. (48 birds) (WH) and at least 200 were there 6 days later (Spokane Bird Club, fide S. O. Stanley). Erskine reported a good migration in southern British Columbia, with numbers up to 200 in the Springhouse area (W. D. McLaren).

Shorebirds.—The Semipalmated Plover was noted at three localities: Reardan, Wash., 1 collected (LL); Cariboo area, 1 collected and 3 seen (P. W. Martin, AJE), and Missoula, Mont., where the single bird was Hand’s first record in 22 years of observing. The shorebird migration at Missoula found most species were early, some as much as two weeks, and was rich in both number of individuals and species. Hand made his first spring observations of the Baird's and Pectoral Sandpipers and noted the Northern Phalarope for his third time in spring. The very rare Dunlin was observed at Cow Lake near Sprague, Wash. on April 30 and May 2 (1 bird) (WH, LL). Two Western Sandpipers, the first sight record for Calgary, Alta., were observed on May 10 (E. D. Beacham, CH, J. Clarke). Two Am. Avocets appeared near Calgary on April 5, a very early date (CH).

Gulls and Terns.—Observations of Bonaparte's Gulls continue to come in. From 1 to 4 individuals were noted in eastern and central Washington (Reardan, Sprague Lake and Soap Lake, between May 2 and 16 (WH, LL, S.B.C.). Up to 13 were seen in the Region around Williams Lake, B. C. and the 2 seen near Ninepipe Refuge in western Montana constitute a highly unusual record (CJH). The species was first noted at Lake Helena near Helena, Mont. on May 3 (PDS). An adult Common Tern, a very rare migrant in eastern Washington, was noted at close range at Reardan on April 30 (LL).

Doves, Cuckoos and Owls.—Peak movements of Mourning Doves were noted on May 16 near Spokane, where some 200 were noted (LL) and on May 17 at Bozeman. At the latter locality the Black-billed Cuckoo, usually present in numbers by the end of June, had not yet been noted. A Long-eared Owl was observed at Sulphur near Connell, Wash. on April 8 (LL). In marked contrast to last year, Short-eared Owls were scarce or absent; only 1 was noted in eastern Washington, at Othello (SOS). Davis saw a flock of 40 in a field near Bozeman, Mont. in early March, however.

Swifts and Hummingbirds.—Single Black Swifts were seen near Kamloops, B. C. and 103 Mile Lake along the Cariboo Highway the latter part of May. The Black-chinned Hummingbird was reported only from Spokane, the first on May 13 (LL). The earliest report of the Rufous Hummingbird was from Baker, Oreg. on April 23.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—A flicker with the appearance of a Yellow-shafted but probably a hybrid was seen at Missoula, Mont. on March 26. A White-headed Woodpecker was seen 17 miles south of John Day, Oreg. (AW) and the Black-backed Three-toed was found (2 birds) in the Cariboo area (AJE, J. Herrick). A Western Kingbird arrived at Baker, Oreg. on the very early date of April 6. An Eastern Phoebe was noted at Calgary on May 12 (EDB). Arrival dates for Say's Phoebe were: Baker, March 11; Nighthawk, Wash., March 30 (G. Gibson); Madison Co., Mont., April 19 (PDS), and Conrich, Alta., May 10 (EDB, CH, JC).

Swallows.—Swallow arrival dates for eastern Oregon and Washington and southern British Columbia were distinctly earlier than for the more easterly stations. For example, earliest dates for the Violet-green were: Baker, Oreg., Feb. 25; Turnbull Refuge near Cheney, Wash., Feb. 28; Spokane River near Spokane, March 1; Thompson River valley, B. C., present on April 24 when observer arrived; Field, Alta., April 21; Bozeman, Mont., May 3.

Wrens and Mimic Thrushes.—The House Wren showed an arrival pattern comparable to that of the swallows: Spokane, April 26 (S.B.C.); Missoula, Mont., May 8; Calgary, May 18, and Bozeman, May 16. On the other hand, first appearances for the Catbird and Sage Thrasher were about the same for eastern and western parts of the Region.

Waxwings and Vireos.—What has happened to the Cedar Waxwings in the Region is a problem. The species was reported only from Baker, Oreg., and Watson Lake, near 100 Mile House, B. C., with a total of 3 observations reported and the total number of birds perhaps not more than 5 or 6! Bohemian Waxwings were much more common. Fifty at Calgary on May 10 constituted a late date there (EDB). The Red-eyed Vireo was noted at Sprague Lake on the very early date of May 16 (WH & LL). The Warbling Vireo was apparently very late at Bozeman, not being noted until May 30.

Warblers, Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Some warbler species were definitely earlier in the western part of the Region than in the eastern. For example, first appearances of the Orange-crowned in eastern Oregon, Washington and southern British Columbia were all in the latter part of April but for Alberta and western Montana the arrivals were during the 'first half of May. The Yellow Warbler followed a rather similar pattern; likewise did Audubon's, though at earlier dates. Erskine reported a "tidal wave" of the latter species in his area on May 10 and Davis noted the species as 
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unusually abundant at Bozeman. Perhaps as many as 4 Myrtle Warblers were noted near Missoula, which is off their usual migration route. MacGillivray's Warbler appeared to show little difference in arrival dates between .east and west in the Region, arriving between May 9 and 16. Wilson's Warbler was noted from May 3 on and was described as numerous at Baker in late May. A Baltimore Oriole at Calgary on May 18 showed the overlapping of the avifauna of the eastern states with that of the West. Some comparisons of first arrival dates for the Western Tanager are: Spokane, May 3 (S.B.C.); Cariboo area, May 7 (L. G. Sugden); Baker, May 13; National Bison Range, May 20; Missoula and Bozeman, Mont., May 25.

Finches.—A female Rose-breasted Grosbeak was noted at Calgary, May 18 (EDB). Evening Grosbeaks were common or abundant at several localities: Bozeman, Missoula, and the Spokane and eastern Washington area. Furthermore, the birds were staying in substantial numbers later than usual at these places; in fact, into late May or early June. Cassin's Finch continued abundant, particularly at Bozeman, Spokane and Baker. Purple Finches were seen in the Cariboo area from May 22 on. Pine Siskins appeared to be more abundant in the western part of the Region than in the eastern. Hall and LaFave described' them, along with Red Crossbills, as abundant in eastern Washington. The latter species was also noted at the Bison range, at Missoula regularly and at Baker. The difference between arrival dates of the Rufous-sided Towhee in eastern and western sections of the Region is noteworthy: Baker, March 14; Bison Range, March 30; Calgary, May 14; Bozeman, May 25.

Sparrows.—LaFave apparently hit a migration peak for Savannah Sparrows when he estimated 500 at Spokane on May 3. Three very unusual occurrences were: a Black-throated Sparrow at Baker from May 17 through 19, a LeConte's Sparrow at Missoula on June 2 and a Sage Sparrow at Missoula on March 4 and 6. White-crowned Sparrows were reported as common to abundant at several localities. A peak number of 300 was noted in the Cariboo area on April 25. Flocks up to 50 birds were at Calgary, April 26, following 6 inches of snowfall (W. E. McKay). Ann Ward picked up no less than 38 White-crowns and 2 Brewer's Sparrows that had killed themselves by striking buildings in Baker the night of April 29-30. She described the weather as cloudy and humid but windless. The birds were evidently moving in a northeasterly direction, judging from the positions in which they were found. The catastrophe was new in the experience of Mrs. Ward. Of special interest was the large number of Golden-crowned Sparrows observed in eastern Washington and Oregon. It appears that at least 18 Golden-crowns were detected migrating through eastern Washington and at least 4 were noted at Baker, Oreg. The unusually strong and persistent southwest winds of the period may have drifted the birds off course. The occurrence of the Lapland Longspur on migration through Missoula appears to have become an established thing. One to 3 individuals were noted between March 12 and April 30 (RLH, Dr. Hoffman). The species was seen by hundreds on April 11 in the Calgary area (C.B.C.) and many were killed in a late snowstorm the night of May 5 at Acme, 20 miles northeast of Calgary. Numbers flew into lights and buildings and were found on highways and in farmyards (EDB). A single late Snow Bunting was seen at Missoula on April 9 and a flock of about 100 at Irricana, northeast of Calgary on May 18 constituted a late date for the species there (CH, WEMcK).—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1959

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—It always should be noted how absurd it is to call April and May the spring migration period in this area. In the mountainous parts spring migration occurs in June. In the Great Basin the waterbirds have passed their peak migration before April, and April and May represent part of the breeding season. This short season found the area dry, particularly so in the Great Basin, but my correspondents differ as to whether it was hot or cold; apparently it was some of both. If there were any migratory waves, they were not reported. The nearest thing to a good migratory wave was noted in Casper in central Wyoming on May 20. Oppie Reames reported that in Durango in southwestern Colorado not only was it dry but the migration was poor with fewer species and smaller numbers than usual. The drought situation at Malheur in eastern Oregon, part of the Great Basin, is potentially serious. David Marshall, the biologist there, reports the poorest runoff from adjacent mountains in 20 years. The water level at Malheur is rapidly dropping and much of the Blitzen Valley is dry. The result is less food for ducks and a very poor breeding season in prospect with very low numbers. In contrast, the shorebird population has risen with much mud flat exposed, and the fish-eating birds are on the increase. For the first time in many years White Pelicans nested at Malheur (400 birds)

Geese.—Bear River Marshes had 261 broods of Canada Geese hatched this year, an increase of 35 over last year (Bolwahnn).

Grouse.—Reed Ferris in the first week of April found a strutting group of 78 Sage Hens north of the sandhills area near Rexburg in eastern Idaho. He 
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states that the Sage Hen has been diminishing in that area. Farther east, in Wyoming, the Sage Hen is a common bird.

Swans.—Ernest Greenwalt, the refuge manager at the National Elk Refuge just north of Jackson and adjoining Grand Teton National Park, had 2 nesting pairs of Trumpeters on Flat Creek this year.

Cranes.—The largest concentration of Sandhill Cranes (350 birds) in the Region occurred at the growing Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado, April 5 (Bryant).

Shorebirds.—David Marshall reported that on the newly exposed flats at Malheur there were great flocks of dowitchers, Least Sandpipers, Am. Avocets and Willets. There were 25 pairs of Black-necked Stilts where last year there were none. In the rare category were 4 Semipalmated Plovers, May 8; 5 Sanderlings at nearby Harney Lake, May 19 (DuMont), and an Am. Golden Plover, May 28 (DuMont), near Frenchglen.

Phalaropes.—On May 21 Lockerbie reported the greatest concentration of Northern Phalaropes that he has ever seen at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake, just north of Salt Lake City. He gave no figures other than "thousands upon thousands," but since his experience goes back about 60 years, it must have been a very great number. On one area, there was an "undulating carpet of birds on the water" half a mile wide. He suggests that few Northern Phalaropes may have been seen on the Pacific flyway this spring; so many went north via the Great Salt Lake.

Doves.—Sidney Hyde observed a large migration of Mourning Doves, May 7, with 500 birds scattered over 30 miles of roadway near Gunnison on the western slope of Colorado, May 7.

Owls.—On April 5 near Salt Lake City, Gleb Kashin found a Flammulated Owl, a little-known bird in this Region. On May 30 he found the nest of the Saw-whet Owl, another uncommon owl. Anna Strahan reported that 3 of the 4 Great Gray Owls known to her at Fort Klamath, Klamath Basin of Oregon, have been killed by cars. Fifty Short-eared Owls have been present on the Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado (Bryant).

Swifts.—Where the Provo River flows into Lake Utah, central Utah, 2 Vaux's Swifts were seen on May 10 by a party that included Kashin and Lockerbie. Among a large flock of White-throated Swifts there Lockerbie also thought there was a Chimney Swift. There is only a record or two of either swift in Utah.

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa country of western-central Colorado reported so many people have taken up feeding hummers in her area that many fewer came to her feeders.

Mockingbirds.—Four nesting birds were near Payson in central Utah (Pfouts). Three others were reported in northern Utah by Kashin, McCollough and Lockerbie. Ordinarily this is an uncommon bird in Utah.

Gnatcatchers.—Richard Follett had one on May 24 in the Cache Valley of northern Utah, where it is uncommon. 

Vireos.—At Pocatello on May 16, L. M. Baylor had a Solitary Vireo, a scarce bird for this area.

Orioles.—On May 30 near Eureka in dry west-central Utah, Kashin and others found 6 Scott's Orioles, an unusual bird for the state. These are the highlights of this season here.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th Street, Casper Wyo.


Spring Migration, 1959

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION—[No Regional report was received, or it may have been rejected.]


The Nesting Season, 1959

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—With some important exceptions, the weather during the breeding season was hot and dry from June on. Drought or near-drought conditions existed at Baker, Oreg. in eastern Washington and western Montana. However, the Cariboo Parklands area of southern British Columbia, the Calgary, Alta. area and the Bozeman, Mont. area were cold and wet during late June and early July. New snow fell in the mountains around Bozeman at this time. Conditions at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. were cool and wet until after the first week of July. Careful observations by Erskine in the Cariboo area indicated severe mortality among newly hatch ducklings because of adverse weather 
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conditions. Lack of water appeared to interfere with breeding of some species of ducks in the Calgary area, however. Except for many species of ducks and a sprinkling of other species, birdlife of the Region appeared to be at normal levels or possibly better, with good nesting success. E. D. Beacham again reported for southwestern Alberta. The Cariboo area of British Columbia is well-represented by the combined observations of A. J. Erskine, W. D. McLaren, R. S. Little, R. C. Stein and L. G. Sugden. R. L. Hand continues to report for the Missoula, Mont. area and P. D. Skaar made most of the observations for the Bozeman, Mont. area. C. J. Henry reported from the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. and Charles G. Hansen sent observations from Red Rock Lakes Refuge, Monida, Mont. Ann Ward continues to report from Baker, Oreg. Coverage for the Region was probably the best ever, with individual observations of nests and broods totaling well over a thousand; some 800 of these were of nests. Reporters of the Cariboo area of British Columbia located over 500 nests.

Loons, Grebes and Herons.—Breeding reports for the Common Loon have been few for the Region so two records for the Cariboo area are of interest: 1 small young at Phililloo Lake, June 17, and a half-grown young there on July 22. Red-necked Grebes were found breeding in the Cariboo area; at Twin Lakes, Kootenai Co., Idaho (Lynn LaFave), and at Salmon Lake, Missoula Co., Mont. (Ralph Hand). Nests or young of Horned, Eared, Western and Pied-billed Grebes were noted in the Region. Young Western Grebes were reported only from Red Rock Lakes, Monida, Mont. Only 1 pair of Great Blue Herons managed to raise young at the Midnapore, Alta. colony, which as late as 1956 had 15 to 20 pairs. However, nests and trees have been destroyed by ranch workers. The uncommon Black-crowned Night Heron was noted at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. (LaFave).

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—A pair of Trumpeter Swans in the Bozeman, Mont. area partly raised one cygnet, which disappeared before July 26. A pair of Canada Geese nested for the second year in a usurped Ferruginous Hawk nest at Midnapore (Kay Hodges). Four or 5 thousand of the birds came in to Red Rock Lakes to molt. Mallards appeared to be nesting in usual numbers at Calgary but the presence of non-incubating females in the Cariboo area indicated poorer production there. Pintail and Blue-winged Teal appeared to be breeding in reduced numbers in the Cariboo area and especially around Calgary. On the other hand, Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal appeared to be much more common in eastern Washington and seemed to have a very successful breeding season (LaFave). Green-winged Teal and Am. Widgeon in the Cariboo area appeared to be having a poor breeding season. Supt. W. A. Rodgers, Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. noted a distinct downward trend in duck numbers at the refuge, although there was no lack of water. Of special interest is the large number of waterfowl which came to Red Rock Lakes to molt. Many male Pintails came about the second week of June, followed by about 40,000 Am. Widgeon and some 50,000 Redheads. Buffleheads in the Cariboo area appeared to have been severely affected by the cold, wet weather. For example, at Watson Lake, 122 young were known to have left the nest between June 15 and 25 but a count on June 26 revealed only 72. Even poorer survival was indicated at Phililloo Lake, where at least 65 young left the nest; yet the highest of 3 counts made showed only 4 broods, totaling 12 young! Barrow's Goldeneye suffered to a lesser extent. The Harlequin Duck, not often reported, was seen on McDonald Creek, Glacier National Park (Warren Hall) and in the Cariboo area. Broods of the White-winged Scoter were noted at Donnelly and Watson Lakes in the Cariboo area and a few Surf Scotors were identified in the latter area between June 6 and July 13.

Hawks and Eagles.—An adult Goshawk with 2 young about 3 weeks old was found in a nest 60 ft. up in a hemlock at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on June 16 (LaFave). A female Swainson’s Hawk was observed on the nest at Baker, Oreg on May 6, 2 weeks earlier than last year. Three young left the nest on July 23. A pair of Ferruginous Hawks again nested successfully at Midnapore, Alta. (KH). Golden Eagles were noted at several localities and young out of the nest were seen along the Madison River in Montana, July 26. LaFave reported 4 occupied nests of Ospreys along the Pend Oreille River in eastern Washington and believed the birds are on the increase. Of 11 Sparrow Hawk nests found in the Cariboo area, 6 failed. A suggested reason was the lateness of development of grasshoppers because of cool weather.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Grouse, particularly Blue and Ruffed, appeared to be on the downswing of the population cycle in the Cariboo area. Sage Grouse in the valley at Red Rock Lakes were estimated at 1,000. Very unusual was a Scaled Quail in a sagebrush area near O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash., on July 18 (LaFave). A study of the White-tailed Ptarmigan in Glacier Park revealed 14 broods which hatched from about July 18 to 28. The young were on the wing 9 or 10 days after hatching (Thomas S. Chote).

Cranes, Rails and Coot.—Sandhill Cranes, estimated at 400 at Red Rock Lakes, were hatching young 
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during the middle of June. Virginia Rails were noted in the Cariboo, at Red Rock Lakes and near Spokane, Wash., where an immature bird was noted on Aug. 9 (LaFave). Nests and eggs of the Sora were observed at Springhouse in the Cariboo, July 7, and near Belgrade, Mont. on June 26. The earliest reported date for young Am. Coot was June 7 near Valley, Stevens Co., Wash. (LaFave).

Shorebirds.—Very young Killdeer were noted at Baker and Missoula on the rather early dates of May 10 and 16 respectively. Long-billed Curlew with flying young were seen at Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. (LaFave) and the Am. Avocet was nesting near Fairfield, Mont. (C. V. Davis). Occurrences of shorebirds which merely migrate through the Region were confusing, to say the least. A number appeared in late June—were they coming or going? A Semi-palmated Plover was identified at Ennis, Mont. on Aug. 8. Solitary Sandpipers appeared in the Cariboo from June 27 on and were noted at Missoula on July 7 (early). Greater Yellowlegs were found at Reardan, Wash. on June 26 (7) and July 18 (5) (LaFave); one was seen at Missoula on June 30 and the species was present all summer in the Cariboo. Lesser Yellowlegs were noted at Reardan on June 26. The last "spring" date in the Cariboo was June 6 and the first "fall" date, June 24. A few of this species were present at Red Rock Lakes during July. Least Sandpipers were migrating from June 28 on at Watson Lake in the Cariboo, appeared at Missoula, July 23-31, and were noted in July at Red Rock Lakes. Two Baird's Sandpipers near Calgary on June 12 were presumably moving north; five at Missoula on July 8 represented an early fall record. A single Pectoral Sandpiper was seen, Aug. 6, with Lesser Yellowlegs at Missoula. Long-billed Dowitchers were arriving by July 5 in the Cariboo, July 18 at Reardan (LaFave) and were noted during the month at Red Rock Lakes. There were a few records of Western and Semipalmated Sandpipers in July in the Region. Two female Northern Phalaropes in full breeding plumage were noted on June 12 near Calgary (EDB & Cedric Hitchon) and single birds were identified at Missoula as late as June 14.

Gulls and Terns.—Herring Gulls were believed to be present on lake areas near St. Maries, Idaho (Ray Korb). A notable concentration of perhaps a thousand Ring-billed Gulls was at Lenore Lake, Grant CO., Wash. in mid-July and a Franklin's Gull, always very rare in eastern Washington, was closely observed at Reardan, June 26 (LaFave). Bonaparte's Gull is becoming more common in eastern Washington. Two immature birds were noted at Reardan on June 7 (LaFave & Hall). A Common Tern, rare in the area, was noted at the same time and place (Spokane Bird Club).

Doves and Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves appeared to be common to abundant, with one exception. A. Schulse located only about a dozen nesting pairs in an area near Calgary where last year he found at least 40. A single Black-billed Cuckoo appeared near Calgary in June (CH). The average there is about 1 per year (EDB). A real rarity was 2 Yellow-billed Cuckoos observed at close range near Polson, Mont. on July 3 (Hall).

Owls.—A Pygmy Owl, rarely noted in summer, was seen at Scotsman Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on June 17 (LaFave). Four or 5 Saw-whet Owls, uncommonly seen, were noted at the same place and date. Short-eared Owls were conspicuous by their absence at Baker and in eastern Washington but were reported as common in the marshes at Red Rock Lakes.

Poor-wills, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—A few Poor-wills were noted in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. where they are rarely seen (LaFave). The complete nesting period of a Calliope Hummingbird was followed at St. Mary's Lake in Glacier National Park. Hatching took place on June 30 (Lloyd P. Parratt). The rare Black Swift was noted near the summit of Rising Sun Mountain in Glacier Park (Hall). Hand reported hummingbirds as distinctly scarce in the Missoula area.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Many hybrid flickers as well as Red-shafted were noted in the Cariboo area, where some nests failed due to depredations of Starlings. A female nesting at Spokane showed a red mark across the nape but otherwise appeared to be typically Red-Shafted (S. O. Stanley). Hand reported a dearth of woodpeckers, except flickers, and wondered if spraying for forest insects could be a factor. Erskine reported Traill's, Least, Hammond's, Dusky and Olive-sided Flycatchers and Western Wood Pewees as abundant in the Cariboo. He located 34 nests of the first species alone! Hand noted that Traill's was perhaps the most common flycatcher at Missoula.

Swallows and Jays.—All six species of swallows found in the Region were reported as common to abundant in many localities. Common Ravens were reported from six localities in the more mountainous areas.

Chickadees and Nuthatches.—Four Boreal Chickadees, very rarely reported in the Region, were noted at Salmo Pass on June 16; the Chestnut-backed was commonly seen on the same trip (LaFave). At Spokane the White-breasted Nuthatch was found nesting (M. C. Haggin) and 2 nests of the Pigmy Nuthatch were located (Dan Rogers, TR).

Wrens, Mimic Thrushes and Thrushes.—The Cañon Wren was noted again this year along the Madison River west of Bozeman, well out of its listed range. A Sage Thrasher singing at Missoula on June 14 was apparently the second record for the species there. Nineteen of 31 Robin nests followed at Spokane apparently succeeded in producing young (TR). Townsend's Solitaire was reported by several observers and a pair was seen carrying nesting material on the cliffs of Mt. Clements near Logan Pass, Glacier Park at 8,000 ft. elevation, July 16 (Richard E. Johnson).

Pipits, Waxwings and Starlings.—A belatedly migrating Water Pipit was noted at Missoula on June 17. It was a pleasure to receive reports on 9 nests of this species from Glacier Park. They were occupied from at least July 5 to Aug. 18. Young from one nest were in flight on Aug. 3, 30 days from laying (TSC, RED. Cedar waxwings were reported as common only in eastern Washington and the Cariboo. Erskine examined about 120 nests of the Starling in 
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the Cariboo area. He noted no second broods this year and found that competition within the species for nesting sites caused a number of nesting failures.

Warblers and Blackbirds.—An early migrating Nashville Warbler was at Spokane on Aug. 1 (SOS) and another was seen at Missoula on Aug. 8. At least 3 pairs of Yellow Warblers at Baker raised cowbirds. A rare find was a Tennessee Warbler, collected near Polson, Mont. in early July by Dr. Richard Miller of the Montana State University Biological Station (Hall). A singing male Black-throated Green Warbler was observed on July 1 at Cameron Lake, Waterton National Park, Alta. The few previous records for the species there were all in May (EDB). Wilson's Warbler was seen into early June at Baker, Spokane (SOS), Missoula and in the Cariboo. A pair with a nest and 4 eggs was found at Twin Lakes, Kootenai Co., Idaho on July 5 (La-Faye). A few early fall migrants were noted in August: 1 on the 1st (TR), again on Aug. 11 at Spokane (SOS) and on Aug. 9 at Bozeman. Ann Ward's delight at finding Am. Redstarts at Baker last year was short-lived, for the area was cleared for development. Two pairs of Bobolinks were seen and specimens taken at 117 Mile in the Cariboo. This apparently is an extension of the known range of the species. The Brown-headed Cowbird was noted taking advantage of the hospitality of the Yellow Warbler, Song Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow and Traill's Flycatcher.

Tanagers and Finches.—The Western Tanager was reported as common to abundant in timbered areas. Black-headed Grosbeaks were reported from Baker, Spokane (SOS), Flathead Lake in western Montana (Hall), Missoula and Bozeman. Lazuli Buntings were common and were noted (5 or 6) in Glacier Park at 6,500 ft. on July 28 (Hall). Cassin's Finch, Pine Siskins, Am. Goldfinch and Red Crossbill were abundant. Four nests of the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, perhaps the first found of this subspecies, were located in the Garden Wall area in Glacier Park (REJ).

Sparrows.—LeConte's Sparrow, seldom reported, was seen and a specimen secured in the Cariboo at 110 Mile. A colony was found, July 19, in the Con-rich area near Calgary (CH). Distinctly unusual was a single bird of this species at Missoula on June 2. Oregon Juncos and Chipping Sparrows continued abundant. A nest of Brewer's Sparrow with 3 eggs was located in Meagher Co., Mont. and adults with flying young were noted near Reardan, Wash, on June 26 (LaFave). Three nests of the White-crowned Sparrow, all containing young, were discovered at Logan Pass, Glacier Park, between July 16 and Aug. 7 (REJ & other park naturalists). Three pairs of White-throated Sparrows were observed in the Calgary area in June, some distance south of the normal breeding range (EDB, CH). McCown's Longspur, carrying food at Ennis, Mont., Aug. 9, is believed to be a westernmost record in Montana.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1959

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—This was a hot dry season as the weather bureau predicted. Only southwestern Colorado, Durango, had normal precipitation (Reames). In the Great Basin things were very dry indeed. Worst hit was Malheur in eastern Oregon, where waterfowl breeding was about 10 per cent of normal with the poorest water conditions in 25 years (Marshall). The changes in water made great mud flats with excellent shorebird concentrations; since the carp are over-populating Malheur itself and destroying the duck food. 20,000 White Pelicans came to feed on the carp. This produced the first nesting of White Pelicans there in years; the nesting was a failure because the water was so low that coyotes got to the nesting islands and promptly cleaned out the nests. At Klamath, waterfowl production was the poorest in 15 years (Abney). The dryness concentrated the birds in the refuge and they should have had a tremendous year. However, the water for the Lower Klamath—Tule lake area is used for irrigation before it gets to the refuge. Owing to the heat and drought the irrigation water was used early; consequently more water than usual poured into the refuges early and drowned out the nests, destroying what would have been a banner year. Bear River on Great Salt Lake is not a sump as are Klamath and Malheur. Although their water intake was low, the huge dike ponds held up well and the production was almost up to normal (Bolwahnn). Ruby Lakes in eastern Nevada had the driest year on record but this concentrated the birds on the refuge as everything else was dry, so waterfowl production on the refuge itself increased. The refuge managed to maintain adequate water (Clair Aldous). At Stillwater in western Nevada the story is much the same; there were good conditions on most of the refuge but not around it, consequently an overall decline although the refuge itself held up well (John H. Kiger). 

Insecticides.—The city of Casper, Wyo., was sprayed with malathion and in June a large group of Cedar Waxwings were paralyzed for about 48 hours. If the birds were protected during this time they survived. One small boy had 40 that he played with in his bed. How many of the birds actually died is not clear, but the percentage was probably high. No Cedar Waxwings were seen in town thereafter, and the songbird population, except for the seed eaters was very low (OKS). 
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L. M. Baylor reports that many people in Pocatello in southern Idaho, including the newspaper editor, think there is a decrease in birds in that area, but they have no idea as to the cause. Insecticides were not considered.

Ducks.—The fall migration began early in August at Bear River Marshes on the Great Salt Lake in Utah. By the end of this period there were 247,300 ducks there, of which 176,000 were Pintails (Bolwahnn).

Hawks.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa country of western Colorado has had a Sparrow Hawk nesting for years in one of her trees. In the past the diet of the young has been mice, lizards, and small snakes but this year with things hot and dry and overrun with insects the young hawks had an insect diet.

Shorebirds.—Gelb Kashin had 10,000 Northern Phalarope on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 1, an unusual concentration for that time of year. They do not migrate down the coasts by any means.

Owls.—Kashin reported finding the nest of a Saw-whet Owl near Salt Lake. Young were seen peeping out the hole on June 6.

Woodpeckers.—The Downy Woodpecker is reported absent on the western slope of Colorado around Gunnison (Hyde). They also were reported scarce near Logan in northeastern Utah (Follett). The reason for this is not clear.

Swallows.—Dennis Carter reported a pair of Purple Martins at the Bar HL Guard Station in the White River National Forest on July 7 and 8 in northwestern Colorado. This is the first report from western Colorado.

Warblers.—Prof. Mickey had a Hooded Warbler on June 1 in his yard in Laramie in southern Wyoming. This is the first record for the state.

Orioles.—E. T. McKnight and T. B. Nolan report Scott's Oriole feeding young on Ruby Hill at Eureka in central Nevada, Aug. 9. This is a remarkably far north record. Otherwise, no trends in land birds have been observed in this Region.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Nesting Season, 1959

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION—[No Regional report was received, or it may have been rejected.]


End 1959
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