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Autumn Migration, 1957

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The autumn period was, generally speaking, mild, interrupted by a few storms. Billings, Mont. had brief snow flurries which soon melted. Bozeman, Mont. had a storm period with snow in late September. Western Montana and eastern Washington had blizzard conditions from Oct. 21 to 23 but the snow melted in a few days. At Calgary, Alta. temperatures dropped from the 70's to the 20's on Oct. 3, and 7 inches of snow fell. Subsequently heavy snowfalls, alternating with Chinook winds which cleared the ground, set the weather pattern there. Most of the prairie sloughs and small lakes remained frozen there but larger bodies of water were partly open. [image: ]
Ralph Hand, speaking for the Missoula, Mont. area, said that it was a poor fall for birds, both as to number of species and as to individuals. Davis, at Bozeman, remarked that "more shorebirds seem to have been observed this fall and unusually large flocks of geese, both Canada and Snow. Larger numbers than usual of such migratory birds as Mourning Doves, Common Nighthawks, Mountain Bluebirds and Audubon's Warblers seemed to linger on into late September and early October." In general, however, it appeared that migrational movements were about on schedule, although there were many reports of late-staying individuals. Early storms appeared to have forced movements of a few species. The migration picture this fall has been enhanced by the reports of many persons not previously contributing. Dave Skaar of Bozeman, Gene Hendricks of Billings, and members of the Calgary Bird Club must be mentioned particularly. Reports from even more localities are still needed, however. S. O. Stanley has again reported for the Spokane Bird Club for eastern Washington, Ralph Hand for the Missoula area, and C. V. Davis for Bozeman while E. D. Beacham is to be thanked for the Calgary Bird Club report.

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—The Common Loon was reported from more localities than usual, probably because of the increase in the number of observers reporting. Between Oct. 27 and Nov. 16 the big birds were seen near Spokane, Calgary, Billings and on Loon Lake between Libby and Kalispell, Mont. Grebes were widely noted. Of special interest were 2 Red-necked Grebes on the Spokane River near Spokane from Oct. 21 to 29 (Hall, LaFave). About 200 Eared Grebes were on the Madison River and Reservoir near Bozeman on Oct. 20 (Skaar). A Western Grebe seen at Rattlesnake Lake near Billings on Nov. 13 was believed to be the same bird that was found on the streets of Laurel, Mont. in late October and released at that lake. Up to 30 White Pelicans were seen on the Madison Reservoir in early September (Skaar) and a few were on Rattlesnake Lake near Billings the last of the month. A Black-crowned Night Heron was seen, Sept. 1, in Park County, Mont. (Skaar). Two September records of the Snowy Egret came from the Bozeman area (Skaar).

Waterfowl.—A spectacular 150 Whistling Swans rested on the slough at Reardan, Wash. on Oct. 17. Turnbull Refuge had some 3,500 Canada Geese in mid-October but the number had dwindled to about a third as many a month later (Spokane Daily Chronicle, Nov. 13). Flocks were passing over Bozeman throughout October. Snow Geese made noteworthy movements the first week of October, apparently driven south by snow and dropping temperatures. Hundreds crisscrossed over Calgary during the night of Oct. 1-2 and many flocks passed over Missoula, Oct. 3-5. On the morning of Oct. 23, after the storm at least 1,000 rested briefly on the outskirts of Missoula. Most ducks seemed to bypass the Spokane area again this fall. Only about 12,000 to 15,000 were at Turnbull (Spokane Daily Chronicle for Nov. 22). A late date of Nov. 6 for Blue-winged Teal was obtained at Reardan by Hall and LaFave. Am. Golden-eyes arrived in small numbers at Reardan, Wash, on the early date of Sept. 21 (Hall) and a few Barrow's were observed around Spokane in November and near Calgary, Sept. 28. A few Bale-heads were noted at most reporting localities. Noteworthy was a White-winged Scoter at Reardan, Nov. 6 (LaFave).

Vultures, Hawks and Eagles.—The latest date for the Turkey Vulture was Sept. 18, one bird west of Bozeman. A migration of 100 or more Swainson's Hawks was observed on the windy day of Sept. 7 at Reardan, Wash. (Stanley). The Rough-legged Hawk had not yet appeared at Billings, although the species arrived in October last year. Skaar noted the bird, Nov. 11, in Gallatin County and one was noted within ten feet before flying, at Four Lakes, Wash., Oct. 13. At least 3 immature Bald Eagles were shot in mistake for Golden Eagles, which are the only raptors not protected in Alberta.

Shorebirds and Gulls.—The area around Spokane supplied many unusual records for this group of birds. It was the only area reporting the Sora and Virginia Rail, both as late as Oct. 13 (Hall, LaFave, S.B.C.). The Am. Golden Plover was noted (singles) at Kennewick, Wash, on Aug. 17 (Hall) and at Reardan, Sept. 23 (LaFave). A Ruddy Turnstone, believed to be the first fall record for the area, was observed at Reardan on Sept. 14-15. Other shorebird observations were numerous; only a few can be included here. A Semipalmated Plover appeared at Cow Lake in the Spokane area, Aug. 26 (LaFave). The rare Stilt Sandpiper was noted at Reardan, late August (LaFave), at Shepard, Alta., Sept. 11, and at Bozeman (Skaar). On the same date at Shepard were observed, among other species: Sanderling, Northern Phalarope, both Long- and Short-billed Dowitcher, Am. Avocet and Marbled Godwit. Hand had a very close view of a Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
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July 31, at Missoula and also noted the species at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Lake Co., Mont. An immature jaeger, a Parasitic or Long-tailed, was picked up dead on the road by Reardan Slough, Sept. 28 (LaFave). California Gulls were still on Madison Lake near Bozeman in large numbers on Oct. 20 (Skaar) and Franklin's were moving south during mid-September around Calgary in flocks of 200 to 300 (Margaret J. Cope and W. D. Bell). A Franklin's Gull was noted at Spokane on Oct. 16 (LaFave) and a few Bonaparte's were seen at the same city during October (LaFave, Hall, A. Walker). A Caspian Tern was seen at O'Sullivan Dam, south of Moses Lake, Wash., Aug. 19 (Hall).

Owls.—All owl records were from Calgary. The only Snowy Owl reported thus far this fall was a bird with a broken wing picked up by two hunters at Chestermere Lake and turned in to the Calgary Zoo, Nov. 9 (N. Winnick). Short-eared Owls, fairly numerous last fall, were sparsely reported in the Calgary area. The first Hawk Owl of the winter was observed at Bragg Creek, west of Calgary, Nov. 12 (E. D. Beacham, J. Clarke).

Nighthawks, Hummingbirds.—Latest records for the Common Nighthawk were on Sept. 24 (Bozeman; Spokane, 1 bird, ED.). Female and/or immature Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds were still at feeders near Spokane on Sept. 9 (Vee Nealey, Connie Smedley).

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Two Lewis's Woodpeckers were still at Banff, Alta. on Sept. 15. The rare White-headed Woodpecker was noted, Nov. 3, near Priest Lake, in northern Idaho (J. Johns). Two late-staying flycatchers were an Empidonax on Mount Spokane on Sept. 15 and an Olive-sided Flycatcher on Salmo Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Sept. 9 (LaFave).

Swallows.—A few late Violet-green Swallows were still at Spokane on Sept. 20 (ED.), a late date, and a few Tree Swallows tarried in the same area until Sept. 15. At Reardan, Wash. about 1,000 Bank Swallows had gathered on Aug. 29. On September 14 at the same place a mixed flock of about 200 Bank and Rough-winged had congregated. Near Calgary 2 Barn Swallows lingered too long and were found, Oct. 4, half-frozen, in a barn, where they had been caught when winter struck the Region (L. Bonner).

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers.—A pair of Blue Jays, uncommon in the Calgary region, was seen at Priddis on Nov. 12 (EDB, JC). A few Steller's Jays were noted in the valleys during the period: 1 at Missoula, 4 at Columbia Falls, Mont. (Ruth Rogers), and 2 at Pend Oreille Lake in northern Idaho (John V. Dennis). The Brown-capped Chickadee, the least reported of the four chickadee species in this Region, was noted, Sept. 11, at Bowness Park near Calgary (C.B.C., J. Livingston); they were quite plentiful at Elbow Falls near Calgary on Nov. 12 (EDB, JC). The Brown Creeper staged a "minor invasion" at Calgary in November. Some observers reported it to be the first time they had seen the species.

Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes.—The Am. Dipper put in its appearance on the Stillwater River southeast of Billings, Aug. 17, and later at Missoula and Spokane. Three Long-billed Marsh Wrens were still at Turnbull on Nov. 18. The bulk of- the Am. Robin population appeared to have migrated before mid-October. The last bird at Calgary was noted on Oct. 5 in the snow. Scattered individuals, who probably will winter, remained behind at various localities. A Varied Thrush at Bowness Park on Sept. 11 constituted one of the few sight records for the Calgary region. A few were noted at Missoula, Spokane and Harrington, Wash. in October. A flock of 50 Hermit Thrushes was encountered on Salmo Mountain on Sept. 10 (LaFave) and one stayed in Stanley's yard in Spokane for 3 days in early October. The Veery was noted as late as the first week of September at Spokane (Hall), Missoula and Bozeman (Skaar). A few Mountain Bluebirds lingered until Oct. 12 near Bozeman (Skaar) and the 13th at Spokane.

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were last reported in Spokane yards, Nov. 3. Hand reported the migration at Missoula as very sparse. A very good movement of Water Pipits was reported from eastern Washington, Calgary, Missoula and Bozeman. Large flocks were noted during September and early October. Cedar Waxwings were still at Spokane at the end of the period and the always welcome first visit of Bohemian Waxwings was surprisingly early there—Sept. 15! The birds were unusually late at Missoula (Nov. 22). Nowhere had they yet built up to flocks of several hundred to a thousand or more.

Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—Shrike records were common, as shrike records go. Most were considered to be the Gray Shrike. Davis found the species more common than usual around Bozeman, where 2 were seen hunting in a flock of Bohemian Waxwings. Common, numerous and increasing were the adjectives applied to the Common Starling, except for Spokane, where no large flock was noted this fall. The latest vireo record was of one Solitary in a yard in Spokane on Oct. 29 (A. Walker). Single Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos were still at Bozeman the second week of September (Skaar).

Warblers.—The Nashville Warbler, reported only from Spokane, was last noted there on Aug. 28 (Nealey, Smedley). These observers also had an unusually late Yellow Warbler record, Sept. 22. At Missoula a late record of Sept. 12 was secured. Myrtle Warblers were noted migrating between Sept. 14 and 22 in Park and Gallatin Counties (Skaar). Audubon's Warblers were "exceedingly numerous" along the Yellowstone River, near Billings, Oct. 9. Macgillivray's Warbler, a single bird, was still at Missoula on Sept. 10. Black-capped Warblers were seen in eastern Washington, at Bozeman and Billings, but were absent for the second consecutive fall at Missoula. The Am. Redstart was noted at Bozeman the second week of September (Skaar).

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Some Western Meadowlarks stayed late, particularly at Missoula, where a flock of 30 remained at least until the third week of November and one bird was singing on the last day of the month! Even as far north as Calgary a bird of this species and also a Brown-headed Cowbird were seen on Nov. 29 (L. Bonner). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were last seen at Missoula on Sept. 19 (late) but a single straggler remained at 
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Turnbull until Oct. 13. At Reardan, Wash., a flock of 100 Brewer's Blackbirds was still present on Oct. 10, but the majority of individuals had left during September. Two Purple Grackle (Bronzed) stragglers stayed around until the first week in September, one at Bozeman (Skaar), and the other at Billings. Western Tanagers were migrating until mid-September. Many were killed by striking windows on the campus of Montana State College at Bozeman.

Finches.—A total of 3 Black-headed Grosbeaks was noted at Spokane, between Aug. 17 and 20, the only fall records for the species. Evening Grosbeaks appeared in about the usual numbers. Cassin's Finch apparently remained no longer than September. Pine Grosbeaks were appearing during November. Every reporting locality had them except Spokane. About 60 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches (including Hepburn's race) fed along the highway by Loon Lake between Libby and Kalispell, Mont. on Oct. 27 (ED.). The species was noted at Calgary (A. Schulse), Bozeman and McAllister, Mont. (Dennis). The Common Redpoll first appeared on Oct. 21 (early) at Missoula and occurred widely and abundantly throughout the Region, according to all reporting. Pine Siskins were in the process of disappearing at about the same time, only a few birds staying into November. Red Crossbills were noted (a few) only at Spokane, and the scarce White-winged Crossbills were reported at Banff during October (T. E. Randall). A flock of 80 of the latter species on Salmo Mountain, northeastern Washington on Nov. 10 (LaFave), must have been a sight long to remember.

Sparrows.—A Spotted Towhee still at Spokane on Oct. 10 may possibly winter there. Savannah Sparrows were migrating from late August through September, with a few remaining into early October at Missoula. Vesper Sparrows remained late in September at Missoula and Bozeman (Skaar). No Lark Sparrow was noted after August. Oregon Juncos occurred sparsely (Missoula) to abundantly. With them were a very few Slate-colored Juncos, at Spokane, Missoula, Carseland, Alta. and Billings. Am. Tree Sparrows were passing through the Calgary area between Oct. 12 and 27 (MJC, EDB, JC, Kay Hodges). Two in Spokane on Sept. 12 furnished an early record for Stanley. A flock of 15-20 appeared after the storm at Missoula, Oct. 23. A single bird on Oct. 2 gave Billings its first record for the season. Chipping Sparrows nearly stayed September out at several localities. Two at Reardan, Sept. 29, were the last seen. White-crowned Sparrows were migrating between Aug. 27 (1 immature at Spokane, ED.) and mid-October (also Spokane). The sparingly reported Lincoln's Sparrow was last noted at Reardan, Sept. 29. Lapland Longspurs appear on the way to becoming regular migrants through Missoula. Hand watched a flock of 35 or 40 at close range on Oct. 23 after the storm. The species was noted there between Sept. 9 and Oct. 28. Hand suggests that possibly the species is extending its migration route westward. Chestnut-collared Longspurs were flocking with Horned Larks along the highways around Billings in late September. Snow Buntings arrived in numbers in the Calgary area, Nov. 10 (perhaps 600 birds). The storm of late October may have brought them to Missoula, where small numbers appeared, the first record Hand has had there since 1946.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


Autumn Migration, 1957

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The wet season continued and all areas report fine water conditions. The duck migration set new records. Even Harney Lake west of Malheur had enough water for large concentrations of waterfowl (259,000). The irruption of field mice in the Klamath Basin has gotten completely out of hand. It is reported to be the largest mouse infestation in the United States. 
[image: ]
The normal checks and balances such as hawks and owls, and coyotes and bobcats, etc., have been unable to operate, because of predator control. Hawk populations in the West are only a fraction of what they used to be. There has been a relative increase in hawks and owls in the Klamath Basin, however: 23 Swainson's, Sept. 23; 50 Marsh Hawks, Nov. 27; 33 Sparrow Hawks, Aug. 28; 78 Short-eared Owls, Oct. 29—all record highs for recent years. The mice on the farmlands have eaten virtually all of the spilled and waste grain which is ordinarily gleaned by geese and ducks from the Refuges. Now the mice have moved out, taking seeds of weeds and native plants. Winter starvation of the pheasants and quail is feared as a result. Man, having completely fouled up the balance of nature, will have to resort to large scale poisoning. This will, incidentally, kill numbers of birds, too. The taxpayers through the Federal government have hired predator control men whose job it is to kill coyotes and bobcats; they are efficient and effective. There is growing resentment against them on the part of the cattle ranchers, but the West desperately needs more education on the feeding habits of its predatory birds and mammals in relation to our ecology as a whole, so that we will get some protection for these birds and mammals. In central Wyoming the Standard Oil Company of Indiana, in connection with the North Platte River pollution control at its Casper Refinery, is now pumping its industrial waste into the prairie where it goes through some settling ponds and accumulates as good water in further ponds. The area has been set up as a refuge and the result is sensational. Shorebirds and ducks we didn't know existed in these parts have shown up. I am tremendously indebted to the Fish and Wildlife 
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Service biologists at Klamath, Malheur and Bear River marshes who made much of this report possible. They are Leroy Giles, David Marshall, and William Reid, respectively.

Herons.—A Little Blue Heron was collected at Bear River Marshes on the north end of Great Salt Lake on Sept. 4. Apparently, this is the first record for the state of Utah.

Swans.—Ernest Greenwalt of the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, in the shadows of the Tetons in western Wyoming, reports 35 Trumpeter Swans in November, down from last year's high of 58. There were 7 cygnets this year. Flat Creek, where these birds congregate, is kept open by warm springs. On Nov. 26, Malheur in eastern Oregon had 18,000 Whistling Swans, which is estimated as half of the flyway's population. This is a new high for Malheur. Bear River had 18,150 on Nov. 22 which is a good show but no record.

Geese.—The flight in the Klamath Basin was early and not so good as usual. The White-front peak was on Oct. 7, with only 141,000. The other common goose there, the Snow Goose, peaked at the same figure on Oct. 21. Last year there were almost twice as many. The geese at Malheur and Bear River total only a fraction of these figures, 26,000 and 10,000, respectively.

Ducks.—The enormous numbers of ducks estimated at the three great Refuges of Klamath, Malheur, and Bear River stagger the imagination. As usual the Pintail takes top honors. There were 4,049,000 at Klamath on Oct. 7; 93,000 at Malheur, Oct. 22, and 453,000 at Bear River on Sept. 9. The Mallard broke all records with 242,000, Oct. 7, at Klamath. The Gadwall high of these three refuges was 42,000 at Bear River on Oct. 8. The Green-winged Teal, as is customary, is ever so much more common at Bear River with 300,000 on Oct. 16, a high figure for that duck. The Am. Widgeon held high honors and closed with 191,000 at Klamath, Nov. 4, and 149,500 at Bear River, Sept. 30. Shoveller high goes to Malheur with 212,000 on Nov. 5, a new high. The other two refuges had high numbers of Shovellers but no records. Redhead top honors go to Bear River as usual, with 78,000, Oct. 21. The Canvas-back made a very good showing with a top of 153,000 at Malheur on Oct. 22, a new record. There were also high figures at both Klamath (50,000) and Bear River (81,000). The Lesser Scaup is much less common with highs of 20,000 at both Klamath and Bear River. The Ruddy Duck is the only other duck recorded in big numbers. Klamath had 174,000 on Oct. 30, the highest count on record. The Mallard population at Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado has been steadily building up. There were 57,000 there by the end of the season (Bryant). Rare ducks include an Old-squaw at Klamath on Nov. 29, and an accidental record with specimen preserved; two records of White-winged Scoters at Klamath, both taken by hunters. The Wood Duck was recorded with 5 at Malheur, Oct. 9, 3 at Klamath, Oct. 12, and 1 at Nampa, Idaho, Nov. 7 (Shaw). Elsewhere, a Surf Scoter and an Am. Scoter showed up at Standard Oil Lake at Casper in central Wyoming on Oct. 27. Both these last records are accidental and I wouldn't believe them if I hadn't seen them myself (OKS). The most remarkable event of the whole migration was the mass exodus of the Pintail and other ducks from Tule Lake on the night of Oct. 13. The number went from approximately 3,702,000 ducks to 377,000; 3 million moved out overnight. An explanation given was that the hunting season opened on Oct. 12, but at Lower Klamath next door the population dropped from 895,000 to 207,000 the day before the season opened. As far as could be seen, the weather had nothing to do with it. Incidentally, Klamath still had no freeze-up at the end of this season and Bear River just froze.

Hawks.—There were two reports of Goshawks from the Medicine Bow Mountains near Laramie in southeastern Wyoming on Sept. 30 and Oct. 12 (House).

Shorebirds.—There was a very good flight. Two Ruddy Turnstones turned up at the Standard Oil Lake at Casper in central Wyoming on Sept. 22 (OKS), the second record for the state. This was true also for an Am. Golden Plover, Sept. 15 (OKS), seen at the same place. A Hudsonian Curlew at Klamath on Sept. 11 was only the third record for the area. A Red-backed Sandpiper on Sept. 8 at Clear Lake is the first fall record for the Klamath Basin. Great numbers of shorebirds frequented Bear River Marshes but nothing very remarkable was seen. The same holds for Malheur although there were 15 Black-bellied Plover there on Oct. 2. A scattering of Black-bellied Plover reports came from all over the Region, but usually only 1 or 2 at a time.

Gulls.—An immature Sabine's Gull was seen at the Standard Oil Lake at Casper in central Wyoming on Sept. 29 (OKS). This bird has been reported more frequently inland in the last few years.

Owls.—Anna Strahan reported 3 pairs of Great Gray Owls from the vicinity of Fort Klamath near the northern end of the basin, which puts this area tops in Great Gray Owls. There are 2 more reports of these birds from Yellowstone Park: one east of Canyon village, Aug. 29 (Kashin) and the other in June (Hendricks) at Natural Bridge.

Land Birds (general).—This area is so widely separated geographically and climatically that it is very hard to characterize the land-bird migration. There was a notable concentration of warblers in the Klamath Basin on Oct. 12 but no correlation from anywhere else. Mrs. Hanesworth at Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming heard a considerable migration of birds the night of Aug. 26, and on the next day many migrants were present.

Hummingbirds.—The extremely wet season cut down on hummer attendance at Mrs. Crews' place at Hotchkiss in the mesa area of western Colorado. Only Black-chinned were seen and less syrup was eaten than in any year since she started.

Jays.—A Blue Jay showed up in Casper in central Wyoming, Oct. 8 (OKS), and one at Cheyenne, Sept. 23 (Grier). The bird normally inhabits northeastern Wyoming in the Black Hills and extreme eastern Wyoming in the valley of the North Platte. Both areas contain oak trees.

Vireos, Warblers.—A Red-eyed Vireo was found dead at Durango on Sept. 12 (Reames). This bird 
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is unknown in southwestern Colorado. A Black-throated Blue Warbler was seen, Oct. 9, at Refuge Headquarters at Malheur (Marshall) which must be a first record for the state of Oregon. An Am. Redstart in Salt Lake City on Aug. 25 is unusual (Kashin).

Grosbeaks, Crossbills, Buntings.—Two Blue Grosbeaks were reported from southern Utah at Springdale, south of Zion Park, Sept. 3 (Kashin). White-winged Crossbills showed up in numbers in the Klamath Basin in October (Ken McLeod). Four Snow Buntings were seen at Lower Klamath Lake on Nov. 8, an unusual bird in that area (Giles). It is more commonly seen farther north and east.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


Autumn Migration, 1957

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The Fall Season in this Region was characterized by its mild temperatures and lack of frontal passages. It was the general feeling of most observers that the passerines had had an excellent season, and the early fall was marked by large numbers of immatures. Only Theed Pearse, at Comox on Vancouver Island, complained of a scarcity of land birds. Shorebirding, on the other hand, was disappointing. We were most fortunate in securing additional observers, in Vancouver, British Columbia, and in western Oregon, areas which have been poorly covered, if at all, for some time. 
            [image: ]
This, it is hoped, will give us much additional data, particularly on migration. 

Loons, Grebes, Tube-noses, Cormorants, Herons.—Common Loons were slightly more numerous than usual; the Red-throated and Arctic were scarce (Theed Pearse, A. R. Davidson). Western Grebes were first noted at Blaine, Wash. Sept. 15. Twelve hundred were in Saanich Inlet near Victoria, British Columbia, on Sept. 28. Theed Pearse reported that the migration of Western Grebes from the interior of British Columbia reaches the east coast of Vancouver Island at Oyster Bay. A count there on Oct. 17 showed about 2,200 to 2,400 birds present. Horned and Eared Grebes were first seen on Aug. 13 at Victoria. One Eared Grebe in North Portland, Oreg., Oct. 5, was unusual, as the species is only a straggler in the area (Harry Nehls). One hundred Red-necked Grebes were seen, Sept. 1, at Victoria. From one to 8 Black-footed Albatrosses were always in sight from 5 to 25 miles off Depoe Bay, Oreg. Aug. 17 (Tom McAllister). This may be a new Oregon record of abundance at this season. Few Sooty Shearwaters were seen; 6 were reported off Victoria, Sept. 9, and some were also reported off Point Roberts, Wash., Oct. 5 (Mr. and Mrs. Hesse). A Slender-billed Shearwater was retrieved alive from the surf on the north beach of Grays Harbor, Wash. on Sept. 14. Double-crested and Pelagic Cormorants were common at Victoria and Vancouver, B. C. from late summer on, but Brandt's were recorded only from Victoria. Green Herons were regularly seen in the Bellevue area, east of Lake Washington (Walter Hagenstein). Am. Bitterns were reported from that locality until Sept. 8, and one was seen in North Portland, Oct. 5 (HN). There are few records for western Oregon.

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were reported from near Ladner, B. C., Oct. 13 (Anthony J. Erskine, R. 
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Wesdon) and 2 adults and 4 young near Blaine, Wash., Oct. 27 (Lucile H. Kline). One was seen in North Portland, Oct. 5. A (Cackling) Canada Goose was at Spanish Banks, Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 6, and one was brought through a waterfowl check point at Ladner, B. C., Oct. 13. White-fronted Geese were migrating in large numbers over the ocean beaches of Grays Harbor County, Wash., Sept. 14-15. Five Gadwalls were reported from Blaine, Oct. 27. Pintails were first seen at Victoria, Aug. 25; Bellevue, Sept. 7. Green-winged Teal came in to Bellevue, Aug. 18, and to Victoria, Aug. 20. Several Blue-winged Teal were with Green-wings at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14-15. Most Blue-wings were gone from the Vancouver, B. C. area by Oct. 12, although single birds were checked through on Oct. 12, 13 and 19. One European Widgeon was seen in Beacon Hill Park, Victoria. Am. Widgeon arrived at Bellevue, Sept. 5. Shovellers were seen on Aug. 17 at Victoria and Aug. 30 at Bellevue. Redheads (2) and Canvas-backs were reported at Victoria, Oct. 22. Ring-necked Ducks arrived on Sept. 15 and Canvasbacks, Oct. 6, at Bellevue. Greater Scaup were seen on Sept. 26 at Victoria, and on Oct. 22 at Blaine. Am. Golden-eyes arrived on Oct. 27 at Victoria; Nov. 8 at Spanish Banks, Vancouver, B. C.; and Nov. 22 at Blaine. Barrow's Golden-eyes were first seen at Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 27; by Nov. 24 they totaled at least 120. Favorite wintering areas for this species are Stanley Park and English Bay where they greatly outnumber Am. Golden-eyes; at Spanish Banks the American outnumbers the Barrow's 10 to 1. Buffleheads were first seen at Blaine, Oct. 27; at Victoria, Nov 2; and Bellevue, Nov. 4. There was a heavy migration of Old-squaws at Point Roberts, Oct. 16 (over 800 in 2 hours) and 60 were seen there, Oct. 30.

Hawks, Cranes and Rails.—A Turkey Vulture seen at Medford, Oreg., Oct. 7, was late (Thomas McCamant). A dark phase Gyrfalcon and 2 Peregrine Falcons were seen at Point Roberts, Oct. 16 (AJE, A. Persson, J. Hill). A Peregrine was repeatedly observed at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14, once in pursuit of Green-winged Teal. Mrs. Kline at Blaine reported seeing 24 Sparrow Hawks between Sept. 17 and 21. Six Sandhill Cranes were observed by Frank Richardson in the Snohomish River Valley, north of Seattle, where they remained from Oct. 4 to 8. A Virginia Rail was found dead at Harper, west of Seattle, on Sept. 8 (Seattle Audubon Society) and a dead Sora was picked up, Sept. 3, in south Seattle.

Shorebirds.—Most shorebirds have been scarcer than usual, and the migration was disappointing along the ocean beaches. Two Am. Golden Plover were seen near Cape Flattery, Wash., Aug. 25, by Dr. and Mrs. John Holyoke. A number of immature Ruddy Turnstones were seen at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14, and two were reported from Clover Point, Victoria, Aug. 17. A few Wandering Tattlers were seen at Victoria, beginning on Aug. 25. Greater Yellow-legs were scarce at Comox, but regular elsewhere. Both species of yellow-legs were well represented at Grays Harbor on Sept. 14, and 3 Lessers were at Blaine, Sept. 10 (LHK). The Rock Sandpiper arrived at Victoria, Nov. 5. A flock of at least 25 Pectoral Sandpipers was seen at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14. Red-backed Sandpipers were first seen at Bellevue, Sept. 16, but none had arrived at Grays Harbor on that date. About 2,000 were reported at Blaine, Nov. 28. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was identified near Cape Flattery, Aug. 25 (JH). Jaegers through Alcids.—Parasitic Jaegers were seen regularly, 200 off Point Roberts, Oct. 2; 4 on Oct. 16 and 5 on Oct. 30. A Long-tailed Jaeger "in striking black and white plumage" was identified 20 miles off Depoe Bay, Aug. 17 (TMcA). This species is on the hypothetical list in Birds of Oregon; there is one recent record. California Gulls arrived at Victoria, July 14; they were all gone by the end of the period. Pearse reported a decided migration of this species on Oct. 15. Two Ring-billed Gulls were identified at Victoria, Oct. 24. Short-billed Gulls were present in large numbers at Comox early in the fall. One hundred sixty-one Bonaparte's Gulls were seen at Blaine on Aug. 26. A flock of 5 in winter plumage 18 miles off Depoe Bay, Aug. 16, is an early fall coastal record. Two adult Heermann's Gulls were seen on Oct. 30 at Spanish Banks. A Sabine's Gull off Victoria, Oct. 5, was unusual (ARD). Common Terns were observed at Victoria from Sept. 4 to the beginning of October. The last were seen at Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 10. Davidson saw a total of 120 adult and immature Marbled Murrelets off Sidney, north of Victoria, Aug. 17.

Doves, Owls, Goatsuckers, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—Mourning Doves were last seen at Bellevue, Sept. 29, and near New Westminster, B. C., Oct. 13. Band-tailed Pigeons were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 24. A Short-eared Owl was at Blaine, Oct. 27, and one at Victoria, Nov. 6. The last Common Nighthawks were at Blaine, Sept. 5. Vaux's Swifts (3) last appeared in south Seattle, Sept. 7 (Bob and Elsie Boggs). A flock of about 100 Black Swifts was seen on Sept. 1 at Victoria. A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was observed in the Columbia Gorge, 28 miles east of Portland, Aug. 26 (Elson Fosbury). This is the first sight record of the species west of the Cascade summit in Oregon. Rufous Hummingbirds were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 1, and at Medford, Oct. 13 (late). Three young of a brood of 6 Lewis's Woodpeckers raised at Victoria were still present at the end of the period, the first of this species to be seen for a number of years.

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays.—Traill's Flycatchers were last recorded at Blaine, Sept. 11. The last immatures were netted at Bellevue, Sept. 8; a late date was for Medford, Sept. 23 (TMcC). Western Flycatchers were moving out of Vancouver, B. C. by Sept. 15. Western Wood Pewees and Olive-sided Flycatchers were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 30 and Sept. 3, respectively. Violet-green Swallows left Blaine, Sept. 12; Portland, Oct. 6 and Medford, Oct. 7. Tree Swallows were last seen at Blaine, July 27. They were present at Bellevue in small numbers with other swallows during the first half of September, and were last seen at Medford, Oct. 4. Barn Swallows departed from Blaine, Sept. 27; from Bellevue, Oct. 6; and from Medford, Oct. 10, which was later than any previously published date. Cliff Swallows were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 1, and at Bellevue, Oct. 6 (late). The last Purple Martins were recorded at Bellevue, Sept. 16. Both Pearse and 
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Davidson commented on the large influx of Steller's Jays to Vancouver Island, where they have been scarce for many years. They arrived, Sept. 1, at Comox and many were still present at the end of the period.

Thrushes, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Robins moved through Vancouver, B. C. in large numbers from before Sept. 12 to mid-October. From the first to the third week in October they were very abundant in the Seattle area, stripping the Madroña trees of their fruit much earlier than usual, along with huge flocks of Cedar Waxwings, which depend upon the same food supplies. Varied Thrushes first appeared in Victoria, Sept. 28, and in south Seattle, Sept. 26. A Hermit Thrush was at Blaine, Oct. 21. Western Bluebirds, with a flock of Audubon's and Myrtle Warblers, were present in Victoria for several weeks, and a Mountain Bluebird was seen, Oct. 20 (ARD). Water Pipits were first seen at Victoria, Aug. 31, which is early, but Davidson reported a small migration. They were very numerous on the beaches at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14-15. They were migrating at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 21, and from Sept. 27 to Oct. 20 at Blaine, where over 1,000 were seen in one day. Cedar Waxwings were very abundant in the Seattle area. Many flocks of hundreds were feeding on Madroña fruit with Am. Robins, between Oct. 9 and 28, and dozens were killed flying against windows. All those examined (nearly two dozen) were immature. Gray Shrikes were comparatively numerous. The earliest was a bird collected at the mouth of the Stillaguamish River, north of Seattle, Oct. 5. They were seen, Oct. 9, at Victoria and Blaine, near Bellevue, Nov. 1, and near Harrison River, B. C., Nov. 10. Pearse reported at least 4 seen at Comox and others elsewhere. A flock of about 200 Common Starlings is wintering near Blaine. A roost in Vancouver, B. C. was said to number about 14,000 birds.

Vireos, Warblers, Icterids, Tanagers.—Solitary Vireos were last noted on Sept. 28 just north of Seattle. A Red-eyed Vireo was netted at Bellevue, Aug. 24. Warbling Vireos were last reported on Sept. 19 at Medford. Most departure dates for warblers were normal. Orange-crowned Warblers were last seen at Blaine and south Seattle, Sept. 7, and at Medford, Sept. 30 (late). Yellow Warblers were last recorded at Blaine and south Seattle, Sept. 7, and an immature was netted at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14. September 17 was the last date at Medford. Myrtle Warblers were last seen on Sept. 11 at Vancouver, one was netted at Bellevue, Sept. 21, and another on Sept. 22. Black-throated Gray Warblers were in numbers north of Seattle, part of a large composite flock of small birds in the Editor's yard, for a week beginning about Aug. 5; the migrant members of this assemblage (various warblers, Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos, Empidonax flycatchers) disappeared on Aug. 11. Migrant Black-throated Grays were last seen on Sept. 25 at Blaine and Oct. 7 at Medford. Yellow-throats were still present at Bellevue, Sept. 21; the last was seen at Medford, Oct. 1. Black-capped Warblers were last seen on Sept. 11 at Vancouver, B. C. (William M. Hughes). A Bullock's Oriole was seen at Medford, Oct. 6, a new late record for Oregon. Brown-headed Cowbirds were last seen, Nov. 21, at Blaine. Western Tanagers were last noted at Blaine, Sept. 1, at south Seattle, Sept. 5, at Bellevue, Sept. 9, and at Medford, Sept. 19.

Finches and Sparrows.—A Black-headed Grosbeak near Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 22, was fairly late. A Lazuli Bunting was at Blaine, Aug. 30. Evening Grosbeaks, Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins were back in good numbers. Am. Goldfinches were very abundant; they were passing through Vancouver, B. C. from Sept. 1 to Oct. 15. Well over 100 were banded in 9 days of netting near Bellevue, almost all immatures. Savannah Sparrows were scarce at Comox, in moderate numbers in Victoria, and abundant elsewhere. Migrant races arrived at Victoria, Sept. 1, and remained until the end of October. They were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 3. The breeding race brooksi was present at Blaine until Sept. 28. Slate-colored Juncos were found near Harrison River, B. C., Nov. 10, and at Bellevue, Nov. 16. Oregon Juncos were unusually abundant except at Comox and Bellevue. A number of dead birds all were immatures. An Am. Tree Sparrow was seen at Bellevue, Nov. 25. A Chipping Sparrow at Medford, Oct. 7, was late. A very late fledgling White-crowned Sparrow was seen along the Oregon coast, Aug. 17 (George W. Alderson). The pugetensis race which breeds in our area was last seen at Blaine, Sept. 24. The migrant gambelii race was first seen there on Sept. 13. White-crowns, presumably of the latter race, moved through Vancouver, B. C. between Sept. 21 and Oct. 13. Golden-crowned Sparrows appeared generally scarce, with Pearse reporting only one at Comox; they appeared in Bellevue and Victoria, Sept. 17; Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 24, and Portland, Sept. 30, which was the latest date in 6 years. A White-throated Sparrow, a rare straggler, was reported from Bellevue, Nov. 26. Fox Sparrows also appeared to be scarce. They were reported from south Seattle, Sept. 7; 1 was netted north of Seattle, Oct. 17; and 1 at Bellevue, Nov. 3. Lincoln's Sparrows were more abundant than usual. They were recorded at Bellevue, Sept. 129; at Victoria, Sept. 5; and from Blaine, Sept. 329. Lapland Longspurs were seen near Victoria as follows: 1, Sept. 7, Sidney Island; 1, Oct. 5, Cattle Point; and 2, Oct. 9, at Clover Point. One Snow Bunting was seen at Cattle Point, Victoria, Oct. 31.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1957-58

PALOUSE.-.NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The winter throughout most of the Region can only be described as extremely mild, 
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with the mercury seldom dropping below zero and little snow remaining long on the ground. At Spokane, Wash. according to Weather Bureau records, average temperatures were 6° above normal for December; 7.1° above normal for January and 10.1° above normal for February! March was about normal for temperature, however, actually averaging cooler than the preceding month. The Calgary, Alta. area was an exception to the above generalization, for it had continuous snow and cold from mid-January through March and lows of –26° on Feb. 18 and –18° on March 15, the coldest on record for the date. Previous to mid-January Calgary's weather had been mild and dry, however. Most areas had comparatively ice-free waters and even Calgary had streams frozen to a lesser extent than normal. At Calgary the winter was considered a good one for observing birds but at Spokane the season was dull for observers. At Bozeman, few birds besides House Sparrows were noted at feeders, presumably because of the ready availability of natural food. Some finches, notably Evening Grosbeaks and Common Redpolls, were abundant. Raptors did poorly in the Calgary area, due to lack of mice. For example, 3 Snowy Owls were brought to the, zoo in such a weakened condition from malnutrition that they could not be saved. Some species took advantage of the milder winter to remain farther north than usual. Among these were Horned and Eared Grebes, Mallards, a sprinkling of individuals of other duck species, Killdeer, Mourning Doves, Western Meadowlarks, female Red-winged Blackbirds and Brewer's Blackbirds. A few species actually were scarcer than usual, notably Cedar Waxwing, Varied Thrush and Wood Duck. Credit for observations, unless otherwise indicated, is as follows: Calgary, Alta., Calgary Bird Club, E. D. Beacham, compiler; Billings, Mont., Mrs. Philip Hendricks; Bozeman, Mont., Clifford V. Davis; Missoula, Mont., Ralph L. Hand; Oregon, Ann Ward and Margaret Anderson, and Washington, Spokane Bird Club, Stephen O. Stanley, compiler.

Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl.—A Horned Grebe at Kettle Falls, Wash., Jan. 5, and Eared Grebes a few days later at Soap and Blue Lakes in the Grand Coulee area may have wintered (LaFave, Hall). One of the latter species was noted on the Madison River near Ennis, Mont. on Dec. 29 (David Skaar). A few Pied-billed Grebes wintered as usual at Spokane. Two Great Blue Herons showed up on the Christmas Count at Helena, Mont. At Billings a lone Whistling Swan lingered until Jan. 3. The species was noted on the Powder River near Baker, Oreg., Feb. 20 and later. Hand reported that the Canada Geese population on the Flathead River and nearby reservoirs in Lake County, Mont. is dwindling. This is according to Dr. Craighead of the Montana University research project. Dr. Craighead believes the cause of the decrease is that hunters kill mainly the local, non-migratory population. At Calgary it was unusual to have but a single winter record for the species. Calgary also reported an unusually high population of wintering Mallards, some 5,000 birds. The general trend in duck population for eastern and central Washington seems to be for a distinct shift of the birds away from the Spokane area into the "potholes area" around the Grand Coulee. The reason seems to be that winter food has greatly decreased around Spokane because of fall plowing. On the other hand, more water and food in the more westerly area, owing to increasing reclamation and irrigation, has attracted the ducks (articles in Spokane Daily Chronicle). Two or three hundred Pintails were on Lake Pend Oreille, Jan. 16 (Hand) and a single bird was noted, Jan. 12, at Calgary. A single male at Libby, Mont., Feb. 12, was highly unusual for winter (Charles Clough). Oddly, there were no winter records for Wood Ducks. Among the few wintering Canvasbacks noted, a male at Calgary was the only winter record there for at least 5 years. Possibly 2,000 Lesser Scaup wintered on the Spokane River below Spokane. The astounding number of 2,764 Common Goldeneyes was recorded on the Great Falls Christmas count. The wintering population of this species increases each year at Calgary. Barrow's was noted at Spokane and Calgary. A single Bufflehead was at Spokane in January. Of exceptional interest were 4 Oldsquaws at Soap and Lenore Lakes, Dec. 30 and Jan. 11 (Hall, LaFaye). The only Ruddy Ducks reported were 5 on the Great Falls Christmas count. A Red-breasted Merganser was identified at Billings, Dec. 26, and 6 were noted on the Madison River on March 27 (Skaar).

Hawks and Eagles.—The Goshawk was reported from Bozeman, Mont., Baker, Oreg. and Calgary. At the latter locality a poultry farmer shot at least 7 during the winter. This species is protected there except when actually doing damage (Game Warden B. Forsyth, fide E. D. Beacham). The Rough-legged Hawk, reported from many areas, was common around Bozeman. Golden and Bald Eagles were observed at nearly every reporting station. Of special interest is the occurrence of the rare Gyrfalcon, single birds near Reardan, Wash., March 9, (Hall, LaFave) and Helena, Mont., Dec. 21 (Christmas count). A Pigeon Hawk at Libby furnished what is apparently the first winter record there (CC, TR).

Gallinaceous Birds.—The infrequently reported Sage Hen was noted at Billings (11 birds). A flock of 5 Mountain Quail was seen once south of Baker, Oreg. The Baker area had much larger numbers of Ring-necked Pheasants than usual. On Jan. 19, 223 were counted "in a very short time."

Killdeer and Snipe.—Small numbers of Killdeer 
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wintered at many localities, even as far north as Calgary. The birds were present in much smaller numbers than usual at Baker, possibly due to the mild winter permitting them to remain farther north. Nine of the birds made an unusual record for the Helena, Mont., Christmas count. An unusual concentration of Common Snipe was present at Libby on the Christmas count (19 birds). At Missoula, where the species formerly wintered regularly, none have been recorded for the last three winters.

Gulls, Doves, Owls.—California Gulls were unusually common at Baker (40 on Christmas count), perhaps because of the field mouse infestation. The Ring-billed appeared to concentrate around Lake Pend Oreille and the city of Coeur d' Alene in northern Idaho rather than in the Spokane area, where fewer were noted. Wintering Mourning Doves were noted at Spokane, Manhattan, Mont. (Buell Heeb, fide CVD) and a single in Park County, Mont. in late December (CJD, Brown, fide CVD). Calgary nearly had a monopoly on Snowy Owl records, with 9 on the Christmas count. The only other record was of one near Colfax, Wash., Feb. 22 (LaFave). The last record for the winter was of 1 at Calgary on March 16 which appeared to be a completely white individual. Other interesting owl records were of the Long-eared at Baker and in Gallatin County (Skaar) and the Short-eared at Billings and in the "scabland" area west of Spokane. In the latter area they usually merely migrate through. Calgary had markedly fewer of these little owls, however; a group of 7 was noted on just one occasion.

Woodpeckers.—Yellow-shafted Flickers wintered in the valley at Bozeman and one bird, possibly a hybrid, was seen several times at Spokane (Hall, LaFave). The Red-shafted was recorded in winter for the first time at Calgary. Elsewhere the species appeared in about usual numbers. A female Northern Three-toed Woodpecker at Calgary was the only one reported. The uncommon White-headed Woodpecker was noted near Ford, Wash. (1 male).

Larks, Jays.—Horned Larks, wintering in many localities, were seen in flocks of 100 to 200 from Nov. 24 to Jan. 19. Apparently migrating flocks appeared as early as Feb. 4 at Missoula and Feb. 19 at Calgary. The most remarkable find of the winter was of 3 Blue Jays which stayed around a feeding station all winter at Poison, Mont. (E. L. Mitchell, fide RLH). On Jan. 28 one of them, a female, was collected for Montana University. Steller's Jay descended into the valleys at least as frequently as in severe winters at Baker, Oreg., and Libby, Billings and Bozeman, Mont. There is no record of their having come into town at Baker during previous winters. Common Ravens were much more widely reported than usual: at Baker, Bozeman, Missoula, Libby, Calgary and in eastern Washington. Piñon Jays were reported only at Billings. Clark's Nutcracker was common at Bozeman but scarce or absent at Missoula and Baker where they normally appear.

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers, Dippers.—At Calgary the Mountain Chickadee has been found to occur sparingly but regularly with the Black-capped. The Boreal Chickadee also has been found to occur with the flocks of Black-capped. Chestnut-backed Chickadees were observed in several mountain areas in eastern Washington. Nuthatches, Brown Creepers and Dippers occurred in about normal numbers over most of the Region.

Wrens and Thrushes.—One Winter Wren was found at Spokane and the Cañon Wren wintered at Spokane and Billings. The Robin situation appeared to be difficult to interpret. The species wintered in larger numbers than usual at Baker, with flocks of 30 to 40 common. They were absent from Missoula until Jan. 28, when scattered individuals began appearing. A few appeared at Libby in mid-February at about the average arrival date. One individual wintered at Beynon, northeast of Calgary (M. A. Briggs) and 2 were observed at Columbia Falls, Mont. on Jan. 10 (Ruth Rogers). Small flocks wintered at Spokane and in mid-January flocks of 50 to 150 appeared, causing Stanley to speculate whether this was a northward or a southward movement! There was only an occasional report of a Varied Thrush at Spokane, in contrast to other years. Townsend's Solitaire seemed to be unusually scarce at Missoula but 9 were counted at Helena at Christmas time.

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Golden-crowned Kinglets were uniformly described as scarce or absent, possibly spending the winter at higher elevations. The Bohemian Waxwing movement appeared to be mediocre at most places. Spokane, however, had flocks of 1,000 or more in late January while at Missoula they reached peak numbers in late December. The last date for Missoula was Feb. 17 when Mountain Ash berries were exhausted but Bozeman still had them on March 25. A flock of 150 at Calgary on March 26 represented the latest birds. Wintering Cedar Waxwings were scarce despite the mild weather. A Loggerhead Shrike, observed closely at Missoula several times, apparently wintered there. The Starling wintered sparingly to abundantly; a few wintered as far north as Calgary. Flocks of 100 birds were reported there by mink ranchers.

Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—The wintering of Western Meadowlarks in the Region was noteworthy. One wintered at Libby, according to an article in the Western News of that city. This is apparently the first wintering record there. A few remained at Calgary and 4 appeared at Helena on the Christmas count. A flock of 20 appeared at Missoula on Jan. 20. Perhaps they should be considered early migrants. At any rate, some were already singing! Likewise, meadowlarks at Baker sang all winter. Equality of the sexes seems to have reached the Red-winged Blackbirds, for a few females wintered (Spokane and 1 at Calgary) or arrived very early (11 females near Billings, Feb. 26). Mid-February saw much movement of the species. Libby had a new early date of Feb. 18 (CC and Don Peterson). A Rusty Blackbird was identified near Bozeman, Jan. 4 (Skaar). Some Brewer's Blackbirds wintered unusually far north, at Kettle Falls, Wash.

Finches.—In general it appeared to be a good year for wintering Evening Grosbeaks in the Region. Hand at Missoula described them as "consistently abundant," 
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feeding on the excellent supply of maple and Box Elder seeds, which owing to lack of snow, were available even on the ground. The birds were star boarders at Baker, where Mrs. Ward and Mrs. Anderson dished out sunflower seed in such quantities to placate the noisy diners that they fell to wondering when the guests would leave for the mountains. More specifically, the birds mobbed the feeders in flocks of 50 to 70. Cassin's Finch was strangely absent from Spokane but a few wintered at Billings, the only place where they were recorded. House Finches were as usual at Spokane but were more common at Baker (24 regularly at feeders). Pine Grosbeaks appeared to be quite widespread. Libby had the largest number reported at any one time, 73 on the Christmas count. The Gray-crowned Rosy Finch likewise appeared in many localities, with a record flock of 400 on Jan. 11 near Soap Lake in Washington (Hall, LaFave). It was generally a good winter for Common Redpolls, most localities numbering them into the hundreds. They had all left by late March. A few Hoary Redpolls were seen in the Calgary area. The only Pine Siskin records were for Spokane (a few), Billings (rather common) and Libby (20 in Mid-February, DP and Charlie Decker). Few localities reported Am. Goldfinches: Spokane with a few reports, including a flock of about 100 near Deer Park on March 29; flocks of 20 to 60 at Baker and 3 on the Billings Christmas count. Red Crossbills seemed to be regular and fairly common only at Bozeman, with flocks up to 40 birds. White-winged Crossbills, oddly, were reported nearly as frequently as the Red. Banff, Alta., Billings and Bozeman all noted them.

Sparrows.—The usual meager sprinkling of Slate-colored Juncos occurred: a few at Spokane, 2 at Baker, 3 in Gallatin County, Mont. and 4 at Billings. Oregon Juncos were unusually scarce at Missoula but seemed to be up to normal numbers in other areas where they normally winter. Tree Sparrows were more common than usual at Missoula, seeming to take the place usually occupied by Oregon Juncos. Flocks up to 20 were noted. A remarkable record is furnished by the collecting of a White-crowned Sparrow (apparently typical leucophrys), Dec. 3, in the Highwood Pass in the Calgary area (E. D. Beacham, N. Winnick). Gambel's subspecies was noted (100 plus), Jan. 25, at Clarkston, Wash., where it is believed they winter (Hall, LaFave). Large numbers of Song Sparrows, apparently migrants, appeared at Missoula on Feb. 19. Twenty-five Sage Sparrows were noted near Soap Lake on March 9 (Hall, LaFave). Lapland Longspurs seem to be becoming a regular irregularity at Missoula, for they were noted, apparently as migrants, with Horned Larks or alone, between Feb. 28 and March 29. Snow Buntings appeared a few times at various spots. Calgary had hundreds but Harrington, Wash., Baker and Missoula had smaller flocks.—THOMAS ROGERS, 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1957-58

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—This past winter was a remarkably mild and wet one over this whole Region. All refuges have excellent water conditions and the wind blew less on the high plateaus. This unusual weather found many species north of their normal habitat all winter. Many remarkable records were produced. For instance, a Tree Swallow was collected at Malheur in eastern Oregon by Marshall on Jan. 9, and another was seen on the Klamath River, Feb. 22 (Thomas McCamant). Eastern Oregon has a climate somewhat like New York's, but is modified by being much drier. There are so many early dates and late dates of birds that usually go south that it is impossible to record them all. The Klamath Basin's eruption of mice continued to make headlines and illustrates the folly of many of our foolish contemporaries. Poisoned grain was put out to kill the mice, man having killed off all the predators that normally would have helped check the legions of rodents. The grain has killed many wildfowl in that wildlife paradise, and now the sportsmen and naturalists are upset. No one has any accurate idea of neither the numbers of mice to be controlled, nor the kill of wildlife by the poison. "What fools these mortals be." So long as we maintain government predator control men in every western state (even though the cattlemen dislike them) and so long as the conservationists don't educate the local people as to the importance of hawks, owls and carnivores in our ecology, such snafu will continue to go on.

Pelicans, Egrets.—A pair of White Pelicans wintered on Upper Klamath Lake (Strahan). Twenty-one Common Egrets were at Klamath—the largest over-wintering on record (Giles).

Swans.—Thirty-five Trumpeter Swans spent the winter on Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole in western Wyoming, a slightly higher figure than last year although the bird has done poorly in Jackson Hole in the breeding season (Greenwalt). There are now 31 Trumpeters (a new high figure) at Malheur in eastern Oregon; most are transplants from Red Rock Lakes, Mont. (Marshall). Owing to the mild winter, Whistling Swans stayed very late in large numbers in the northern refuges, Malheur and Klamath, prior to moving to the more southern ones like Stillwater in western Nevada. The figures show 16,000, a very high figure, at Malheur, Dec. 4, and 14,780 at Klamath, Jan. 4 (Giles). There were 9,300 at Stillwater during the winter, less than last year's record of 12,000 but still very high. In the middle of February they disappeared 
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at Stillwater, presumably going north again (Sutherland). Malheur had 7,000 on March 4 with an additional 2,500 in nearby Harney Valley. The figures were higher later but no planes were available to make accurate surveys. Such large numbers of waterfowl require aerial surveys. We are greatly indebted to David Marshall for our information on Malheur. He is the biologist there.

Geese.—There were 120,000 Snow Geese on March 4 at Malheur, a high figure for that refuge. As many as 443 Canada Geese stopped at Monte Vista in southern Colorado (Bryant). This is the first time significant numbers of Canada Geese have used this new refuge.

Ducks.—The peak of the spring migration was 131,000 ducks at Stillwater in western Nevada on March 8. These were Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Shoveler and Ruddy Duck in that order (Dale Sutherland). About 7,750 Shovelers wintered at Klamath, a record over-wintering population. The 18,500 Ruddy Ducks at Klamath was also a record wintering number. The number of Mallards at Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado is steadily increasing with a high of 57,000 early in December. A pair of Hooded Mergansers was found on Dec. 28 by Oppie Reames on the Animas River in southwestern Colorado in the same place as last year.

Hawks.—Owing to the mild winter, 3 Swainson's Hawks spent the winter at Klamath (Giles). Another showed up on the Christmas count at Salt Lake. There were only 32 Bald Eagles at Klamath during the winter, with the high figure on Feb. 6. They normally feed on crippled waterfowl trapped in the ice and there was very little ice this winter (Giles). Hugh House at Laramie in southern Wyoming reports the Goshawk in 2 records on the Laramie Range on Jan. 5 and Feb. 9 just east of Laramie.

Shorebirds.—Thirty-five wintering Sanderlings on the Great Salt Lake near Black Rock (Lockerbie) are remarkable.

Gulls.—A Glaucous Gull at Bear River Marshes at the north end of Great Salt Lake on March 9 (Lockerbie) is a great rarity.

Owls.—A Pygmy Owl was found in the cemetery at Salt Lake City and was observed repeatedly by many people during January and February (Kashin). This bird is one of the least-seen Rocky Mountain birds and its distribution is not well known. Another Pygmy Owl was seen about 15 miles south by Lockerbie at the mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon in the Wasatch on Feb. 16. A pair of Barn Owls was noted on Carson River below Lahontan Dam in western Nevada by Sutherland. Mrs. Crews reports Screech Owls in her yard at Hotchkiss in western Colorado high on the Mesa. This bird seems to be distributed in a spotty fashion in the Rockies.

Jays, Mockers.—A Blue Jay was reported in Cheyenne (Mrs. Hanesworth), Feb. 9. Another spent the winter in Casper (OKS). These birds ordinarily just penetrate the eastern edge of Wyoming, mostly in the Black Hills. A Mockingbird wintered at Casper in central Wyoming through the whole season (OKS) feeding on Russian Olives. Another was at Brigham City beside the Bear River Marshes, and others were reported from City Creek Canyon at Salt Lake City during the winter. This is the first winter record for the state of Wyoming. The Mockingbird has been only a summer resident in the state of Utah heretofore.

Waxwings, Warblers, Blackbirds.—We had an average flight of Bohemian Waxwings this year. They were reported from all over the northern half of this Region. Mrs. Lambertsen had 2 Cedar Waxwings in Rawlins in southern Wyoming on Jan. 31, which is unusual. Mrs. Shaw had several records of Cedar Waxwings at Nampa in western Idaho. An Audubon's Warbler was seen repeatedly in December on the campus of the University of Wyoming at Laramie by House—a tribute to our warm winter. Laramie is over 7,000 feet. And 26 Yellow-headed Blackbirds wintered at Klamath (Giles) —an unusual record.

Finches.—Common Redpolls were reported from the eastern edge of this Region—a flock of 80 being noted from the Laramie Mountains east of Laramie (Finzel). Casper in central Wyoming (OKS) had flocks up to 300 commonly during the winter. Thatcher reported them at Windsor west of Denver, Jan. 19, and Deer Creek in the same area, Feb. 2. Mrs. Shaw also had a redpoll, Dec. 28, at Nampa, Idaho. Merlin Killpack, at Roosevelt in eastern Utah, reported Black Rosy Finches roosting in a 50-foot well in the ground to escape from the wind. Ordinarily they take to the Cliff Swallow's nests on the cliffs to roost. Mr. Killpack had a flock of 500 using the full depth of this well.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Winter Season, 1957-58

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Winter in the Region has been the warmest ever recorded, with the mean temperature 47.4°. It has also been one of the wettest winters on record. The mild temperatures had a spectacular effect upon the vegetation, with plants blooming and leafing out a full four to six weeks ahead of normal. Only at Comox and Victoria, B. C. were there any complaints about a scarcity of land birds, but all observers reported that, even when birds were known to be plentiful, they did not come in to feeding stations in anything like normal numbers. This might give a false impression of scarcity which is not borne out by actual field experience. There were not many unusual reports, and a general summary of status seems all that is required for many groups.

Loons, Grebes, Waterfowl.—Loons and grebes were considerably scarcer than usual in most of the Region. Black Brant were reported few by all observers: Snow Geese, on the other hand, numbered 27,000 on the Skagit Flats, Wash., the second largest group since 1946, when 39,000 wintered. By Feb. 27, only about 10,000 were left, the rest having flown north to the delta of the Fraser River, B. C. Although there is no separate tabulation for western Washington, the state's waterfowl inventory showed a total of 1,087,444 birds, at least 300,000 above last year and double the average annual count for the last 20 years. Most wildlife men were sure that most of this represented migrants that normally would go farther south.

Hawks, Upland Gamebirds, Shorebirds.—Red-tailed Hawks wintered in larger numbers than usual, and there were more Peregrine Falcons and Marsh Hawks reported. Other raptors were normal or slightly fewer than usual. Upland birds wintered well; Theed Pearse reported 2 ptarmigan (species ?) from Plateau Lodge, near Comox, at about 2000 feet elevation, an extremely unusual occurrence, especially in view of the fact that there was a shortage of snow in the mountains. Dunlins and Sanderlings were scarcer than usual; other shorebirds about normal.

Kittiwakes, Alcids, Pigeons, Owls.—Mrs. L. H. Kline, at Blaine, Wash., reported a flock of about 1,000 Black-legged Kittiwakes blown into the bay by the most severe storm of the winter, on Dec. 27. By the next morning they were all gone. Alcids in general were somewhat scarce. A Pigeon Guillemot in full plumage at Comox, Feb. 15, probably represented a returned migrant. Band-tailed Pigeons were very numerous in Seattle during the winter, apparently having recovered from their low of the last two years. Snowy Owls were reported from the following localities: 2 in Seattle at the end of December; 1 near Bremerton, Wash., 3 in the vicinity of Ladner, B. C.; 3 seen near Comox, reported by Theed Pearse, and 1 seen near Stanwood Flats, Wash. on Jan. 19, reported by Robert Pyle.

Woodpeckers, Hummingbirds.—An all-black (melanistic) Red-shafted Flicker was seen at Victoria in January. A. R. Davidson reported that the only indication of color was a dull red on the primary shafts. Four of the Lewis' Woodpeckers at Victoria that have been mentioned since last summer were still there at the end of the period, apparently having become residents. This is very unusual, since Lewis' Woodpeckers are ordinarily migratory in this Region. A male Rufous Hummingbird was found dead on March 10 or 11 at Renton, Wash., and brought to school by a child. This is about 10 days to 2 weeks ahead of the usual arrival date.

Larks, Bushtits, Thrushes.—Skylarks have fared very well at Victoria, and are apparently at the peak number since their introduction fifty years ago. Bush-tits also appear to have recovered from their low of the last two years, and are spreading once more on Vancouver Island. Robins were very common all through the winter in most areas, but Varied Thrushes were scarce, presumably due to lack of cold weather, which usually drives them down out of the hills.

Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Cedar Waxwings wintered as far north as Vancouver and Victoria, at least until the end of December. At Victoria a flock of 85 was seen, Feb. 22. Northern Shrikes remained fairly numerous to the end of the period. Starlings roosted in large numbers in Vancouver, B. C. and in Seattle, where they had all disappeared by Feb. 26. Scattered birds and small groups were reported elsewhere.

Warblers, Blackbirds.—Two Orange-crowned Warblers were reported on the Christmas count in Vancouver, B. C. A female MacGillivray's Warbler was seen at least twice and satisfactorily identified by Theed Pearse at Comox. Red-winged Blackbirds and Brewer's Blackbirds wintered in very large numbers in the Vancouver–Victoria–Blaine area.

Finches and Sparrows.—Mrs. Kline reported a flock of Pine Grosbeaks near Blaine, Jan. 5-7. Five Common Redpolls were regularly seen at a banding station in Vancouver, B. C. White-crowned Sparrows were relatively numerous at Vancouver, B. C., but Fox Sparrows were scarce again this winter. Two Lincoln's Sparrows were regularly seen in Vancouver, B. C. Mrs. Kline reported seeing 5 Snow Buntings, Feb. 7, near Blaine.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1958

PALOUSE.-.NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather pattern for the spring sea- son was remarkably uniform for so large and varied a Region: an average or cool April with precipitation generally heavier than normal, and a May that was decidedly hot with precipitation subnormal to almost lacking. Observers reported, however, that the migration timetable seemed little disturbed by the weather, with the usual condition of some species a little early and others seeming a little late. Ducks in the Spokane area scattered early to breeding spots. Nighthawks, Western Wood Pewees and Western Tanagers appeared to be a little late at Bozeman, but how a hot May could cause this is not apparent. Total bird numbers seemed larger than normal at Bozeman. The most striking contrast between arrival dates for the various localities is the slowness, generally speaking, of migrants in the mountainous areas of western Montana and along the western edge of the Great Plains. This would appear to be the result 

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 12, Number 4  370

of a more backward spring in those areas. The cool April with heavy precipitation generally meant snow in the mountains and on the Plains, whereas eastern Washington and southern British Columbia, affected more by coastal weather, experienced much milder temperatures. Elevation no doubt plays its part also. Yet some species seem to be relatively oblivious of these differences in weather. Altogether, the pattern of migration in the Region promises to be an intriguing one, worthy of more detailed study. The past spring has probably given us the best picture yet of the northward migration, owing to the large number of observers who have reported from diverse areas. Credit is due as follows, except where otherwise noted: Calgary, Alberta, area, Calgary Bird Club, E. D. Beacham reporting; Kamloops, British Columbia, Patrick W. Martin; 100 Mile House area, B. C., Anthony J. Erskine; Billings, Mont., Billings Audubon Society, Gene Hendricks reporting; Bozeman, Mont., C. V. Davis; Helena, Mont., C. Beveridge; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; Red Rocks Lakes Refuge, Monida, Mont., Charles G. Hansen; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward, and Spokane, Wash., area, Spokane Bird Club, S. O. Stanley reporting.

Loons, Grebes, Ibises.—In addition to a group of 6 migrating Common Loons at Sprague, Wash. on March 26, the species was noted in the more remote areas around 100 Mile House, B. C. and at Red Rock Lakes Refuge, Monida, Mont. These two stations, along with the Spokane area and Billings, reported most of the grebe records. The British Columbia station reported the Red-necked Grebe as abundant on the many lakes of the area. An unusually early record for the Horned Grebe was of a single bird at Liberty Lake near Spokane, March 14 (TR). A single White-faced Ibis was with geese on the Madison River, Bozeman area, April 18.

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were migrating from the last day of February (Baker, Oreg.) through March and were arriving in south central British Columbia the first week of April (17 at 144 Mile, 56 at Kamloops Lake). Wintering Trumpeter Swans, numbering about 200 at Red Rocks Lakes, were augmented by migrants there from March 5 to 28, making a total of around 400 of the rare birds. Canada Geese were migrating as early as Feb. 1 at Baker and Snow Geese were moving in flocks up to 500, this number being reached on April 6 at Lake Helena, Mont. The duck migration appeared to be about as usual, beginning in late February and reaching its peak in March. At Red Rocks Lakes the spring influx was around mid-April, presumably due to the late spring at that high altitude (between 6,000 and 7,000 ft.). Erskine reported that for his area the diving ducks outnumber the scarcer "puddle ducks." At Watson Lake he noted regularly 4 pairs of Redheads, some 40 pairs of Lesser Scaup, 5 to 10 pairs of Barrow's Goldeneyes and 30 pairs of Buffleheads. Surf Scoters moved through in abundance in his area between May 8 (112 birds) and May 24. One immature Surf Scoter was still at 103 Mile Lake on June 2 and an adult male was at 105 Mile Lake on June 4. Erskine also noted the unusual occurrence of 7 immature Hooded Mergansers at Phililloo Lake, May 30.

Vultures and Hawks.—For the first time since 1942 Hand did not note the Turkey Vulture at Missoula while Stanley reported a single bird for eastern Washington, at Springdale, June 1. Up to 6 were noted near Union, Oreg., however (AW). Accipiter records were sparse. Arrival dates for Swainson's Hawk were: Baker, April 13; various places in the Spokane area, April 16; Red Rocks Lakes, April 19. The birds were not noted in the 100 Mile House area until May 15 and at Billings until May 30. Several late-staying Rough-legged Hawks, April 19, at Sprague, Wash. may have been held by the mouse infestation. The Ferruginous Hawk was recorded on two occasions in Baker County, Oreg. and was definitely down in numbers at Calgary, with a single record only. Erskine watched a Peregrine Falcon stoop unsuccessfully over a marsh full of coot and blackbirds at Lilypad Lake in his area, May 22, and Hansen noted the species occasionally in late March and April at Red Rocks Lakes. Sparrow Hawks present in large numbers at Baker on March 19 apparently were migrants.

Grouse, Cranes, Shorebirds.—The Sage Hen was reported in larger numbers than usual near Baker. Two males of the species were seen, April 20, at Red Rocks Lakes. Migration timetable of the Sandhill Crane was: Red Rocks Lakes, April 8; Sprague, Wash., April 16; 70 Mile House, B. C., April 23 (PWM) and Westwick Lake, B. C., about April 28 (W. Maclaren, fide AJE). Four Semipalmated Plovers were noted and one collected at Soap Lake, Wash. on May 10 and 8 were counted at Reardan, Wash. on the 24th (Hall, LaFave). Long-billed Curlews were noted at several stations, from March 25 (Baker) to May 15 (Boitano Lake in 100 Mile House area). Upland Plover were noted only near Hauser Lake and Greenacres, east of Spokane, from May 15 on (Hall, LaFave). The southern British Columbia area had, surprisingly, the earliest Spotted Sandpiper record, May 7. The only Solitary Sandpiper record was of one bird at Missoula on May 3. A Willet collected at Cow Lake near Sprague by LaFave was the first for eastern Washington. Pectoral and Least Sandpipers and dowitchers were noted mostly moving through eastern Washington and southern British Columbia. A Dunlin was seen on April 16 near Sprague, Wash. (LaFave) and a Stilt Sandpiper at Calgary on May 22 was the first indication of this species as a spring migrant there. A few Semipalmated Sandpipers were noted on May 10 near Sprague and at Calgary. Four Western Sandpipers appeared at Reardan on the same date. Am. Avocets were widely reported and were quite plentiful, particularly at Calgary. Wilson's Phalaropes seemed more abundant than usual.

Gulls and Owls.—A few Bonaparte's and Short-billed (?) Gulls were seen in the 100 Mile House area during May. Three of the former species were seen, May 22, at Hauser Lake near Spokane, where they are rare in spring (Hall). Short-eared Owls were seen in numbers from April 28 on near Baker. Four dead ones were picked up along the highway there one evening. Forty were counted in the Sprague–Edwall–Harrington, Wash. area on April 25. A dead Long-eared Owl was found on a road in Gallatin 
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County, Mont. on May 3 (Skaar).

Nighthawks and Hummingbirds.—First arrivals of Common Nighthawks were earlier in the western part of the Region than in the eastern; and the farthest north area, around 100 Mile House, had the first record, May 23! It looks as if elevation may be the factor involved—the British Columbia area is the lowest in altitude of any reporting. A single Black-chinned Hummingbird was reported, May 25, at Spokane (Hall). The Rufous was first seen at Baker and Spokane in late April.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Many hybrids between the Red-shafted and Yellow-shafted Flicker were noted at Billings. Earliest date for Lewis' Woodpecker was April 29 at Baker. In spite of its elevation of about 3,400 feet, Baker had more than its share of the earliest records for the Region. Eight stations out of 9 reported first arrival of the Eastern Kingbird between May 14 and 18, only Helena not reporting the species until the 31st. First appearances for the Western, however, are scattered all the way from April 6 (Baker) to May 31 (Bozeman). Similarly, Say's Phoebe was first noted on March 2 at Richland, Oreg. and appeared at Bozeman and Calgary on May 16! The first appearances of the Western Wood Pewee show a related pattern: May 5 at Baker, May 30 at Bozeman, May 31 at Billings, but May 11 at Calgary and May 12 at 100 Mile House.

Swallows through Thrushes.—Swallow species in the Region generally followed the pattern of first arrival at lowest elevations largely regardless of latitude, but space prevents giving details. The same appeared to be true for the House Wren. A Cañon Wren identified along the Madison River west of Bozeman, May 31, was the first of record for the species in the area (Skaar). A Blue Jay was recorded, April 6, near Harrison, Mont. (Skaar). The 100 Mile House area had the earliest Hermit Thrush record, May 4.

Kinglets through Starlings.—Spokane had the first Ruby-crowned Kinglet, March 26, and 'by way of contrast, Calgary recorded none until May 11. Water Pipits were disappearing around Spokane and Missoula about the time they were appearing in the 100 Mile area and at the high altitude of Red Rocks Lakes, late April and early May. Bohemian Waxwings had all departed by early April. Starlings reached Kamloops the second week of March, while east of the Divide at Calgary the species totaled thousands of individuals by the end of the month.

Vireos and Warblers.—A northern station, but with low altitude, had the earliest Red-eyed Vireo, at Kamloops on May 6. The advance of spring up the mountains appeared to have less effect upon migration dates in late April and May than it did for earlier arrivals. The warblers showed only a partial tendency toward earlier arrival at the lower stations in the western part of the Region. While the Orange-crowned, Yellow, Audubon's and MacGillivray's were slower at higher stations, the Northern Waterthrush, Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler and Am. Redstart put in their appearances at about the same dates wherever reported. Myrtle Warblers were noted only east of the Divide at Billings and Calgary.

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlarks appeared at Spokane and Missoula around mid-February but elsewhere arrived in mid-March or later. Spokane had 4 Yellow-headed Blackbirds on March 29. Red-winged Blackbirds, undaunted by winter at the high Red Rocks Lakes, appeared there on Feb. 24. Brewer's, however, did not appear there until the last part of April.

Finches.—Cassin's Finch was unaccountably late at Spokane (May 10) and was noted at Baker only 2 days earlier. Missoula and most stations east of the Divide had migrants of this species in April: e.g., Bozeman, April 17; Red Rocks, April 30; and Helena, not until May 6. A House Finch was recorded at Spence's Bridge in the 100 Mile House, B. C. area on May 2. Some 160 Common Redpolls were still at Williams Lake, B. C. on April 6 and Bozeman had the species up to the 13th of the month (Skaar). Red Crossbills continued scarce at most stations. A few were noted at Missoula and Spokane. Those which wintered at Bozeman disappeared after the second week of April. The species was unreported elsewhere. The scarcer White-winged Crossbills were still at Bozeman on May 3.

Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees appeared at Baker and Spokane in late March, at Missoula the last of April and at Bozeman, Billings and Calgary in May, again pointing up the contrast among these localities. On the other hand, the Savannah Sparrow appeared to be migrating on a rather uniform schedule over the Region, between mid-April and early May. The same was true of the Vesper, except for its arrival at Spokane the 3rd week of March, which is considered late for it there. Four Grasshopper Sparrows were noted at Odessa, Wash. on May 10, and a few at other eastern Washington localities later (Hall, LaFave). A flock of 25 Sage Sparrows, of which 3 were collected, was noted at Lake Lenore, Grant Co., Wash. on March 9. This is 3 weeks early for this location (Hall, LaFave). Brewer's Sparrows were noted at three localities, Odessa, Red Rocks Lakes and Bozeman. Martin noted a straggler Harris' Sparrow at Kamloops on May 26. White-crowned Sparrows largely conformed to the pattern of earlier arrival in the western areas: Baker, April 13; Spokane, April 21; Kamloops, April 23; Helena, May 6; Red Rocks Lakes, May 9; Bozeman, May 8; Billings, May 5, and Calgary, April 30. The 100 Mile area gives us two Golden-crowned Sparrow records: single birds on May 6 and 19. Calgary had a single White-throated Sparrow, May 19. While rare there, it is common at Red Deer, 100 miles north, and in the Edmonton area. Erskine reported a single Swamp Sparrow, on May 5 at Watson Lake, 100 Mile area. Lincoln's Sparrow was recorded first on May 3 at Calgary and later in the month at Red Rocks Lakes, 100 Mile House and Spokane. Lapland Longspurs appeared in small numbers (maximum of 8) at Missoula from Feb. 28 to March 6 and another small flight occurred there between March 29 and April 5. A few adult males in breeding plumage were in the latter flight. Both flights occurred with migrating Horned Larks. Snow Buntings were noted as late as April 5 at Bozeman (Skaar).—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.
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Spring Migration, 1958

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The warm mild winter was followed by winter weather in March and April and then a hot May. April and May don't usually represent spring in this Region, but with the season early there was more spring than usual by the time it ended. In the Great Basin the big waterfowl flight is either over entirely or declining by the start of this period, and in the high country residents don't arrive until after the first of June. The season has been relatively wet and it is a good breeding season for waterfowl. The Great Basin refuges called the migration routine. In the Central Rockies spring was late through April but by June 1 the migration was way ahead of time; so in our confusion of seasons things were as mixed up as ever. We really don't know spring as the eastern part of the country knows it anyway; we have winter and summer with little in between. In general this was just an average season.

Swans.—The wintering Trumpeter Swan population on Flat Creek in the Nat'l Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole in western Wyoming diminished to one breeding pair which again set up housekeeping near the highway (Greenwalt).

Geese.—David Marshall reported that with the fine water conditions, Harney Lake just west of Malheur in eastern Oregon has greater concentrations of waterfowl than Malheur itself. He reported 1,000 Ross' Geese from Harney Lake, April 3, and 75,000 Snow Geese. Both these are high figures. At Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado Bryant reported that his captive geese are increasing and the Refuge is getting more use.

Hawks and Owls.—Hawks seem to continue their downward course according to the observers in this Region but owls are holding up much better. The Short-eared Owl was reported from all the big refuges in good numbers and was not uncommon elsewhere.

Grouse.—Reed Ferris had the good fortune to visit the stamping ground of the Sharp-tailed Grouse in the Cache Valley of northeastern Utah on April 20 and found 20 birds still there although ordinarily the season is well over by that date. The Sage Hen continues to be most abundant in central and western Wyoming in the sagebrush plains, but the Sharp-tailed has become rare in these areas. It is said that the Sharp-tailed requires native grasses to survive and with the continued overgrazing has been driven from much of its former range.

Shorebirds.—The shorebird migration this year was good. Lockerbie at Salt Lake City reported 100+ Black-bellied Plover, May 10—a very high count. There were 26 Snowy Plover together on Great Salt Lake, May 14 (Kashin). Some 3,755 Marbled God-wits were found at Bear River Marshes at the upper end of Great Salt Lake on April 22, probably a record high figure. The concentration of 7,325 Am. Avocets on April 29 at Bear River was less than usual. The Dunlin, ordinarily scarce over this inland Region, showed up in several places. David Marshall had 30 at the Double O units of Malheur Refuge (part of Harney Lake) on May 14. Hugh House had one, May 7, on the Laramie Plains in southeastern Wyoming. There was another one for over a week in central Wyoming near Casper at the Standard Oil Lake, starting on April 27 (OKS). A Whimbrel was seen, May 17, on the Laramie Plains (HH) and 7 more, May 18, at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming (Wyoming Audubon Society). These birds are not supposed to occur in Wyoming. A Ruddy Turnstone, the third record for the state, was seen on May 18 at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming (W.A.S.).

Crows.—Reed Ferris had Crows in Redmond in central Utah on April 23 which is unusual as they have ordinarily left central Utah before the middle of April. The Crow is not a breeding bird in Utah.

Thrushes.—A Wood Thrush was present for a week in Casper in central Wyoming, starting May 29 (OKS). This is the first record of this bird for the state.

Vireos and Warblers.—A Yellow-throated Vireo was found at Casper in central Wyoming on June 1 (OKS)—a first record for this species in the state. Central and eastern Wyoming has been less covered by birders than almost any other part of the country. There have been no residents interested in birds and the status of many species is merely a guess. In this area one checks off a new species for the state as easily as one finds an early or late date in New England. The country is vast and the amount of coverage by competent observers is minimal. Lockerbie reported a good movement of warblers at Salt Lake City but nothing unusual.

Blackbirds and Orioles.—Observers in Utah were impressed with the large migratory movements of blackbirds including Brewer's, Redwings, and Yellow-heads. These birds appear to be increasing (Reed Ferris, Lockerbie, and John Bushman of Dugway). A pair of Orchard Orioles was reported by Mrs. Crews on May 11 at Hotchkiss in the high mesa country of the Western slope of Colorado—the first report of the bird in that area.

Grosbeaks.—On May 18 at Cheyenne Mr. and Mrs. Hanesworth had a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a great rarity in Wyoming. On May 19 there was a large movement of Evening Grosbeaks (several flocks of over a 100 birds) at Hotchkiss, Colo. (Mrs. Crews). Elsewhere Evening Grosbeaks remained very late, as usual, until the end of May. They were reported in large numbers in the Salt Lake area (CWL) where they started to become conspicuous in March.

Sparrows.—A. B. Mickey had a White-throated Sparrow at Laramie on May 17, an unusual spring record.—DR. O. K. SCOTT, 437 E. 13 St., Casper, Wyo.
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Spring Migration, 1958

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—After the unprecedented warm winter, February and March continued the trend, with vegetation from four to six weeks ahead of normal. However, April was, for the most part, cold, wet and windy, and by the end of the month the advance of the vegetation had been reduced to two or three weeks. Some observers felt that the early migrants were much earlier than normal; other observers felt that weather had had no appreciable effect on migration. An unusual record was a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher studied carefully near Olympia, Wash.

Loons, Tube-noses.—Twelve Arctic Loons were seen flying north on April 29, 20 miles west of Destruction Island, Wash. Since there is so little information about the occurrence of pelagic birds off the Washington and Oregon coast, the following information from Richard T. Holmes will be quoted rather fully.

Black-footed Albatross—Generally common throughout the area covered, as many as 96 being counted 20-30 miles off shore between Yaquina Head and the Columbia River, Oreg. April 16.

Laysan Albatross—One on Hecate Bank, 30-40 miles west of Hecate Point, Oreg., April 15.

Pink-footed Shearwater—One was 30 miles west of Umatilla Head, Wash., April 29.

Sooty Shearwater—Seen commonly. 

Slender-billed Shearwater.—Three, April 15, Hecate Bank; 30, April 25, 35 miles west of Destruction Island; 100+, April 28, La Parouse Bank, 30 miles west of Cape Flattery, Wash.

Fork-tailed Petrel—Seen fairly commonly.

Leach Petrel—Two, April 17, 28 miles SW of Columbia River Lightship; 15, April 22, between 10 and 20 miles W of the Columbia River; approximately 6 per hour seen, April 25, between the Columbia River and Destruction Island, Wash., 4,070 miles off shore; 15, April 27, 90 miles SW of Cape Flattery.

Egrets, Waterfowl.—Two Common Egrets 
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were seen near Medford, Oreg. April 28 (Thomas McCamant). Canada Geese were migrating through Corvallis, Oreg: 66, April 8; 212, April 10; 568, April 12; 120, April 13; 78, April 14; 100, April 23; 200, May 2; many, May 7; 50, May 13. Asa C. Thoreson, the observer, reported that the large numbers of geese which wintered in the surrounding area had all left by April 14, and few, if any, had left before April 7. "It was apparent that most of the geese seen during that week were those which had wintered nearby. Before April 7 the sky had been overcast since the cold winter weather; with the coming of clear weather the geese all left. The clear weather was accompanied by breezes from the north but none of the winds were strong enough to inhibit the birds." A large flock of geese, probably Canadas, passed over Seattle, April 20. Davidson reported a small migration of Black Brant through Victoria, the most seen being 500 in Saanich Inlet, March 22. Holmes reported 4 observations of this species between April 16 and 25, including a flock of 20, 70 miles W of the Columbia River lightship, April 25. White-fronted Geese were seen migrating over Corvallis, April 12. Pintails were seen flying north on April 27, 100 miles SW of Cape Flattery. Blue-winged Teal (2 pairs) were seen during the spring at Victoria, where they are very unusual. Three Buffleheads seen at Crystal Springs Lake, Portland, Oreg., May 22, were very late. On April 21 John Bodly observed 1 male and 5 female Red-breasted Mergansers at Fern Ridge Reservoir near Eugene, Oreg. Mr. Alderson believes this to be the first inland Oregon Record.

Vultures, Kites, Rails.—Two Turkey Vultures were seen at Victoria, March 29. Eleanor A. Pugh reported a White-tailed Kite flying and calling repeatedly over Reedsport, Oreg., May 13. Two Soras, both paralyzed, probably from marsh spraying of DDT, were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on May 8 and May 27, at Seattle.

Shorebirds, Gulls, Alcids.—Ten Ruddy Turnstones appeared at Clover Point, Victoria, May 7, and remained a few days. A Wandering Tattler in spring plumage was at that place, May 12. Two Pectoral Sandpipers were at Victoria, April 25. Several phalaropes (sp.) were noted at La Parouse Bank off Cape Flattery, April 29. Single Pomarine Jaegers were observed: April 25, 60 miles NW of the Columbia River, and April 29, 30 miles W of Umatilla Head, Wash. Bonaparte's Gulls were reported to have moved into the Vancouver, B. C. area, March 27-30, when up to 115 were observed along Spanish Banks with about 500 Mew Gulls, which also may have been migrants. One was seen near Eugene, April 21; this species is considered accidental in the Willamette Valley. They were seen in small numbers off the coast, with one 30 miles off Umatilla Head, Wash., on April 29. Cassin's and Rhinoceros Auklets were common off shore during April, and Tufted Puffins were frequently seen.

Doves, Owls, Nighthawks.—A Mourning Dove was seen at Corvallis, April 8. Band-tailed Pigeons were first seen at Crescent Beach, B. C., on April 23. Davidson saw a Pygmy Owl at Victoria, May 10, the first he had seen in 15 years. Common Nighthawks were first noted in Portland, May 29, and at Olympia, June 4.

Swifts and Hummingbirds.—A Vaux's Swift was seen on the Columbia River near Portland, April 20, which is early; they were first noted at Hope, B. C., on May 13. Male Rufous Hummingbirds were first reported, March 4, at Olympia; on March 10 at Renton, Wash; on March 30 at Victoria, and females were there on April 7; Canon Holdom reported the first seen at Crescent Beach, B. C., April 21, which is late.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—A hybrid Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen on Sauvies Island, near Portland, April 13. The Lewis' Woodpeckers that have been resident since nesting in Victoria in 1957 were reported nesting again (3 pairs) at the end of May. The first Ash-throated Flycatcher was observed at Medford, May 6. Traill's Flycatchers were first seen, May 10, at Victoria. Western Flycatchers arrived there, April 18; north of Seattle, April 30. Western Wood Pewees were first recorded at Olympia, May 25. Olive-sided Flycatchers were first seen north of Seattle, May 8, and at Victoria, May 10.

Swallows, Thrushes, Gnatcatcher.—Violet-green Swallows were observed near Olympia, Feb. 6, which is exceptionally early ; the first were seen at Victoria, March 2, and Crescent Beach, B. C., March 23. The peak of migration passed through western Oregon about April 22, when they were reported flying north continually for "a couple of days." Tree Swallows were seen in two places north of Seattle, Feb. 23. Rough-winged Swallows were seen at Portland, April 12; north of Seattle, April 16; at Victoria, April 19, and at Hope, May 1. A very early Cliff Swallow was seen near Medford, March 31. Three Purple Martins were seen, April 30, at Victoria. A Hermit Thrush was seen, April 13, at West Vancouver, B. C.; Swainson's Thrushes appeared at Olympia, May 11, and at Crescent Beach, May 16. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was studied by 4 observers near Olympia, April 5. It has been suggested that this bird may have been a storm-driven individual blown northward by the violent storms that preceded this date.

Vireos, Warblers.—Solitary Vireos appeared at Medford, on April 14, north of Seattle, April 23, and at Victoria, April 4 (very early). Warbling Vireos were in Victoria, April 29; in Olympia, April 30, and north of Seattle, May 4. Orange-crowned Warblers appeared, April 5, in Olympia and on April 6 in Victoria. Yellow Warblers were in Corvallis, April 23; in Olympia, April 25, north of Seattle and in Victoria, April 27, and at Crescent Beach, May 9. Myrtle Warblers were seen in Corvallis, 6 on April 6, 1 on April 7, and 6 on April 8. Several were at Seattle, April 13; a wave, about half full-plumaged males, was found at Olympia, April 16-18; some were seen at Victoria, May 4. Audubon's Warblers arrived at Victoria, March 11, but were not recorded at Crescent Beach until April 21; the peak of migration at Medford was April 24. 
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Black-throated Gray Warblers were seen on April 20 in Portland, April 23 in Seattle, and a wave on April 24 at Olympia. MacGillivray's Warblers were reported on April 14 at Medford and on May 8 at Victoria. Wilson's Warblers appeared at Medford on April 26, north of Seattle, April 30, and at Victoria, May 3.

Icterids, Tanagers, Finches.—On June 2 Thomas McCamant discovered a nesting colony of Tricolored Blackbirds numbering about 1,500 on Bear Creek, somewhat NW of Medford, Oreg. At least 3 pairs of Bullock's Orioles appeared in western Washington: one at Issaquah (third year there); one at Rochester (fourth year) and one at Shelton (first). Western Tanagers appeared in Victoria, May 7, and north of Seattle, May 10. Evening Grosbeaks were exceedingly abundant throughout the Region from the end of March to the middle of May. At Corvallis they were very numerous from April 13 to May 7. Pine Siskins were nesting in extremely large numbers in western Washington in April and May. Savannah Sparrows of the breeding race brooksi arrived at Victoria, March 29; northern races began migrating through the area, April 9, and reached a peak the first week in May. Vesper Sparrows were first seen, April 14, at Medford; on April 13 one was observed at Seattle, which is north of its usual range in western Washington. Chipping Sparrows first appeared on March 31 at Medford and on April 16 at Victoria. White-crowned Sparrows of the pugetensis race appeared in Victoria, March 29, and at Crescent Beach, April 3. At Corvallis (race not specified, but probably gambelii) they were first seen on April 16 and then regularly through April 25; the last (3) were seen on April 30. The Golden-crowned Sparrow migration there ran from April 23 through May 7. A "fair-sized migration" passed through Victoria, May 3. They were last seen on May 15 at Portland and on May 19 at Victoria.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1958

PALOUSE.-.NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The summer season was unusually wet in the Bozeman, Mont. area, and July brought unusual wind and several hail storms. In spite of this, birds there appeared to have generally good nesting success and were seen in more than usual numbers. At Missoula, June and July were unusually wet but August was hot and dry. An early melting of mountain snows resulted in early drying up of marsh and swamp areas there, with resulting concentration of marsh and water birds in the remaining suitable areas. Baker, Oreg. had a wet, stormy, windy June, which appeared to affect nesting adversely to some extent. July and August there were generally hot and dry. The nesting season appeared to be about normal for the area, however. The Spokane, Wash. area and the Cariboo Parklands area around Williams Lake in southern British Columbia had a fairly wet June but July and August were very hot and dry. LaFave considered it an exceptionally good summer for breeding birds in eastern Washington. In the Cariboo area Erskine noted that the very early spring caused early nesting to be 2 to 3 weeks early, but later nestings were about on schedule. Some waterfowl, particularly Am. Coot and Blue-winged Teal, showed increased numbers in that area. Credit for observations, unless otherwise noted, is as follows: area around Bozeman, Mont., C. V. Davis; Missoula and Ninepipe Reservoir, Mont., R. L. Hand; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward; Spokane, Wash., S. O. Stanley; and Cariboo Parklands, A. J. Erskine. The large number of breeding bird data received for the summer season could not be handled here with justice because of lack of space. Your regional editor strongly suggests that observers in the Region, if they are not already doing so, contribute their breeding data to the British Columbia Nest Records Scheme, c/o Dept. of Zoology, Univ. of British Columbia, Vancouver 8, B. C. Contributors should write there first for information.

Loons, Grebes.—The Common Loon made a good showing according to Erskine's report from the Cariboo Parklands. They were present on several lakes and a nest was found, May 27, at Phililloo Lake. Young were seen at Lac la Hache, July 10 and 12, and at Seton Lake on the former date. Munro reported that motorboat enthusiasts at Lac la Hache chase the loons; the effect of this upon the birds' success is uncertain. Many reports came in on the nesting of the five species of grebes of the Region; these were mainly the observations of Erskine, LaFave and Hall. At Watson Lake, B. C. 22 nests of the Red-necked were located. An adult Horned Grebe was collected at Marias Pass, Glacier Co., Mont., on June 13. The species is uncommon in the area (LaFave). The breeding colony at Williams Lake, B. C., formerly the only one known in the Province, is being affected by motorboat races in its vicinity, according to Munro. No young were noted there.

Pelicans, Herons.—White Pelicans were reported only from the Bozeman area, where Skaar noted them in June and July at Madison Lake and 20 birds on Aug. 1 on Canyon Ferry Reservoir. He also noted 3 Great Blue Heron nests in the Bitterroot Valley south of Missoula, Mont. The first record of the Black-crowned Night Heron in Alberta was of 4 adults at Strathmore on May 26 (G. Freeman fide E. D. Beacham). On June 19, 1 adult and 1 immature were seen there (N. Winnick, EDB), and in mid-August, 4 adults and 3 immature birds were noted (Calgary Bird Club). Attempts are being made to secure a specimen.

Waterfowl.—Two adult Trumpeter Swans were seen on Madison Lake, June 7, on which date 36 families of Canada Goose also were noted there. Young were seen there as early as May 18. Erskine reported that the species was said to be much less common in the Cariboo Parklands than in former years. No definite data were given, however. Young were noted at Baker, Oreg. and in eastern and central Washington. Good numbers of Green-winged Teal, mostly moulting adults, were banded at Riske Creek, B. C. in late July. The Blue-winged were very abundant and breeding in the same general area. At least 4 broods of Wood Ducks hatched along the Clark Fork River just west of Missoula, and Skaar observed about 30 including young in early August in the Bitterroot Valley. The species seemed to be down in numbers in the Spokane area, however. Well-grown young Ring-necked Ducks were banded at Donnelly Lake near 150 Mile House, Aug. 1. Lesser Scaup and Barrow's Goldeneye were abundant breeders in the Cariboo area. Twenty-eight of 94 
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nest boxes erected for the goldeneye in the area by L. G. Sugden of the British Columbia Game Dept. were occupied, although the dates were generally later than for natural sites. Sugden's efforts along the same line for Bufflehead were appreciated more by passerine birds, which occupied all 30 boxes he put up. Young White-winged Scoters were banded at Donnelly Lake in the Cariboo area and the species was noted at several other lakes in the area. Hooded Mergansers seemed to be the most common in the Missoula area, where they were noted in distinctly larger numbers than usual. At least 3 broods were noted just west of the city on July 25 and a flock of at least 20 was noted near Victor, July 28.

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were noted widely but in small numbers. No mention was made of breeding and the birds were scarce at Missoula, where the species usually concentrates in late summer. An adult Goshawk was noted, July 5, on Salmo Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LaFave) and an immature was seen at Soda Lake in the Cariboo area in late July. Ann Ward followed progress of a nest of the Swainson's Hawk at Baker, Oreg. The female was incubating on May 20. On July 2 downy young were noted. They were well feathered and nearly ready to leave on Aug. 2. House Sparrows nested in the base of the hawk nest. A single Swainson's Hawk was noted, Aug. 8, near Missoula, where it is quite rare. Young Golden Eagles in the nest were noted between July 4 and 19 along the Madison River (Davis). Ospreys, at least a few, seemed to be having power pole trouble. A pair near Three Forks, Mont. was still trying to complete a nest, July 29, on a pole (Davis) and a nest built in a similar location at Missoula appeared to have been abandoned. The nest on the old piling by the bridge at Sandpoint, Idaho, had young nearly full grown on Aug. 16, however. Possibly this nest is seen by more people each year than any other in the Region (TR).

Gallinaceous Birds.—Several reports of Blue Grouse came in. Perhaps the oddest was of a bird which wandered down to the campus of Montana University and stayed during the first week of June, to the delight of bird photographers. Erskine noted 6 broods in his area in late July. An adult and 4 or 5 small young White-tailed Ptarmigan were photographed at short range at Logan Pass, Glacier National Park, Aug. 2 (K. D. Swan, fide Hand). Young Ring-necked Pheasants seemed to be down in numbers at Baker, possibly owing to heavy rain and hail in early June. Chukars were noted near Durkee, Oreg. and in the Cariboo area. The Gray Partridge appeared to be much more common than in previous years at Missoula, where several broods were seen almost daily.

Rails, Coots, Shorebirds.—Soras were noted more frequently at Missoula during the summer. Hand believes this is due to the drying up of many previously suitable areas, rather than to an overall increase in numbers. The species was reported as abundant in the Cariboo area, where nests and young were noted. An immature Virginia Rail was noted in eastern Washington (LaFave) and the species was seen in the Cariboo area, where the Am. Coot occurred abundantly. The earliest record of young Killdeer was on May 9 near Richland, Oreg. A Mountain Plover with young was seen, June 17, north of Two Dot, Mont. (Mrs. Robin Boyd, fide Davis). The Long-billed Curlew was reported to have increased over previous years in the Cariboo area (Munro, Sugden). The largest number was some 50 birds south of Riske Creek, July 25. One bird at Missoula on July 30 was Hand's first record there. Recent records in the area are scarce, according to Hand. The species was reported in 1911 in the Bitterroot Valley to the south. Greater Yellowlegs were widespread and regular in the Cariboo area, but apparently were non-breeders as would be expected. A Willet and half-grown young were observed at Centennial Valley in the Bozeman area on July 5 (H. N. Metcalf). Young Wilson's Phalaropes were noted at Baker on July 6. Young were on the wing by late July in the Cariboo district.

Gulls and Terns.—About 10 adult and young California Gulls were observed feeding along the Madison River, July 4 (Skaar). At least 4 Bonaparte's Gulls were at Donnelly Lake in the Cariboo area on Aug. 1. Up to 10 Caspian Terns were noted between July 19 and Aug. 13 at O'Sullivan Dam, Moses Lake and Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (LaFave, Hall). Forster's was reported only from Ninepipe Reservoir, 3 on Aug. 14. The earliest report of an immature Black Tern was July 19 in eastern Washington (LaFave).

Doves and Cuckoos.—Rock Doves had gone completely "native" along the Madison River, where they nested among the rocks. Mourning Doves were reported as abundant in the Bozeman area, possibly increasingly common around Missoula and common at Spokane. However, the Cariboo area yielded only 3 records, all of single birds. At Baker the nesting was believed to be with good success. Black-billed Cuckoos were more abundant in the Bozeman area than for several years. One or possibly 2 of these birds were noted at Calgary, Alta. (Beacham).

Owls.—A young Great Horned Owl was picked up dead on the road near 108 Mile in the Cariboo area (Stein and Michener). Burrowing Owls were noted in Stillwater County, Mont. at Baker, Oreg., and Moses Lake, Wash. (LaFave). A late nest of the Long-eared Owl was observed at intervals near Spokane. The eggs hatched between July 5 and 9. The 4 young left the nest between July 31 and Aug. 2 (C. Dion, fide Stanley). An immature Short-eared Owl, hit by a truck near Riske Creek on June 10, was cared for until June 19, when it was released, able to fly well.

Swifts and Hummingbirds.—A few Vaux's Swifts were noted at Missoula, Twin Lakes, Idaho (LaFave) and on Salmo Mountain (LaFave and Hall). Black Swifts were observed over Lac la Hache during July and early August (Stein and Michener). Hand noted a female Black-chinned Hummingbird at close range at Missoula on June 17. He reported that the Rufous, ordinarily common there, was noted only 
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for a few days in May, but the Calliope was consistently present, as it was at Bozeman. Erskine had just one hummer, of unidentified species, all summer in the Cariboo area.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Many hybrids between Yellow-shafted and Red-shafted Flickers were nesting in the Cariboo area and one apparently pure Yellow-shafted male was seen at Watson Lake on July 16. Erskine and Maclaren banded 112 young, representing 22 broods. Williamson's Sapsucker, seldom reported in this Region, was noted on Eagle Creek near Baker, Oreg. in June and July. The scarce White-headed Woodpecker was seen at its usual nesting area near St. Marks, Idaho; near Hunters, Wash. (Stanley) and at Chatcolet, Benewah Co., Idaho (Hall). The Black-backed Three-toed was observed in the Blue Mountains northeast of Baker and near Troy, Mont. (TR), while the Northern Three-toed was noted in Hyalite Canyon in the Gallatin Range south of Bozeman (Skaar). The latter species was fairly common on Salmo Mountain in early July. Nineteen birds were noted and 2 nest holes found (LaFave). Both species were recorded in the Cariboo area. The last member of a brood of Traill's Flycatchers at Baker left the nest on July 4. Birds with the "fitz-bew" song type were widespread in the Cariboo area but those that sang "fitz-bee-o" were noted only at Lac la Hache, where both types nest (Stein and Michener). Birds tentatively identified as Least Flycatchers were observed and specimens taken in the Cariboo area. This may extend the known breeding range of the species.

Larks, Swallows and Jays.—Young Horned Larks were on the wing as early as May 13 at Missoula. A few young Violet-green Swallows were out of the nest on July 4 at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (TR) and Tree Swallows were fledging in the Cariboo area from June 20 on. Young Gray Jays were awing on June 4 at Soda Lake in the Cariboo area (Sugden). Young Piñon Jays were in flight on June 1 at Bozeman (Skaar). Nestling Clark's Nutcrackers only a few days old were found, March 26, along the Little Spokane River (LaFave).

Chickadees, Wrens.—A total of 8 Boreal Chickadees was noted, July 5 and 6, in the Salmo Mountain area in hemlock and spruce forest (LaFave). Two adult and 8 fledged young Winter Wrens were observed at Twin Lakes, Idaho on June 8 and at least 50 were noted in the Salmo Mountain area, July 5 and 6 (Hall, LaFave). Nestling Rock Wrens were noted at Baker on July 1.

Catbirds and Thrashers.—Single Catbirds were noted on two occasions in the Cariboo area in late July and early August. The species nears the limit of its range here. Unusual numbers of Brown Thrashers were noted at Calgary, where the species is uncommon (Beacham). Adult Sage Thrashers were noted in 5 counties of the Bozeman area (Skaar).

Thrushes.—Robins appeared to have good success, with broods coming off much of the summer. The earliest date reported for fledged young was May 5 at Spokane (TR). Varied Thrushes were noted at Salmo Mountain (Hall, LaFave) and along Granite Creek in the Cabinet Mountains of northwestern Montana (TR). Hermit Thrushes were reported as very abundant in early July at Salmo Mountain (Hall, LaFave). They noted young of the species there on Aug. 16. Erskine found this species abundant in the Cariboo area. A Western Bluebird, noted several times on June 22 near the campus of Montana State College, Bozeman, was the first of record for that part of the state.

Waxwings through Warblers.—Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce this summer. Family groups were seen near Lac la Hache in early August (Stein and Michener); other areas reported few birds. The Starling was as common in the Cariboo area as elsewhere, with many broods noted. A Solitary Vireo, an uncommon breeder in the Spokane area, was observed feeding 2 young out of the nest, June 29, in Deep Creek Canyon. Orange-crowned Warblers were noted near Bozeman, Missoula, Baker and in the Cariboo area. Nashville Warblers were not reported during the breeding season but 6 were noted on Aug. 9 at Moses Lake, Wash. This species is rare in fall in eastern Washington (LaFave). A Parula Warbler, collected near Gorge Creek, southwest of Calgary, established a new distribution record for the species (David Boag, fide Beacham). A male MacGillivray's Warbler was seen feeding a young Brown-headed Cowbird at Baker, Oreg., Aug. 6. A Wilson's Warbler, apparently carrying insects to its young, was noted at 5,000 ft. on Salmo Mountain, July 5 (Hall, LaFave). A male singing in the heavily forested area along Granite Creek in the Cabinet Mountains of northwestern Montana, Aug. 19, was the first evidence found by your regional editor of the bird breeding in that area. Am. Redstarts nested in at least small numbers at Baker, Oreg., near the limit of the range of the species.

Bobolinks.—A pair of these birds with 3 well-grown young at Lac la Hache, July 12-16, furnished the first breeding record for the central Cariboo area (Erskine and Stein). The species was also noted at St. Marks, Idaho, in June (Stanley, Hall), and at Missoula and Bozeman (Skaar).

Buntings and Finches.—Young Lazuli Buntings were just leaving the nest on July 20 at Missoula. Evening Grosbeaks were found in numbers at higher elevations on Hyalite Peak south of Bozeman (Skaar) and around Baker, where young were noted, July 25. The Purple Finch enters the regional report this summer, as the species was observed up to mid-July in the Cariboo area. Pine Grosbeaks were seen on Salmo Mountain in July and August and a fully grown juvenal was collected on Aug. 16 (LaFave). Pine Siskins were noted as common to abundant at Missoula, at Spokane, and in the Cariboo area. At the former locality, an adult was seen feeding well-grown young on Aug. 3. Red Crossbills are back in the news again for the Region. Most areas reported them as occasional to common. There are indications of a good cone crop, in northwestern Montana at least, which should bring the birds around. A few White-winged Crossbills were noted by Hall and LaFave on their Salmo Mountain trip on Aug. 16.

Sparrows.—Green-tailed Towhees were carrying food in the Bozeman area on July 26. Young 
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Rufous-sided Towhees were out of the nest on July 4 along the Madison River west of Bozeman. Eight Lark Buntings were noted, July 3, flying in an easterly direction very low over Logan Pass, elevation 6,664 ft., in Glacier National Park. Richard Johnson, the observer, suspects that the birds may occasionally cross the Pass to and from the Flathead Valley (some 30 miles to the southwest), where they have occurred irregularly. A late brood of Oregon Juncos was evidently just out of the nest on Aug. 20 at Libby, Mont. (Don Peterson, Ray Baenen). The earliest and the latest fledged Chipping Sparrows reported were at Spokane on June 6 (Stanley); and about July 24 (TR). Young White-crowned Sparrows were out of the nest, June 25, in the Bozeman area. Only a few were noted in the Cariboo area after late May but the black-lored race was very common at Marias Pass over the Continental Divide just south of Glacier National Park on June 13 (LaFave). Lincoln's Sparrow was noted carrying food, July 15, in the Bozeman area (Skaar) and the species was abundant in the Cariboo area. At Baker, Ann Ward observed 3 broods of Song Sparrows in her backyard fledge between June 4 and Aug. 5. What a fine backyard for a bird-lover! McCown's Longspur was found by LaFave and Hudson to be much more common than the Chestnut-collared around Great Falls and Browning, Mont., June 13. The former species was recorded, July 5, in Stillwater County, Mont. (Davis).—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1958

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Over most of this area the summer was wet and cool. However, as usual, western Colorado was different; it was hot and dry. In general, the season was not remarkable bird-wise.

Grebes.—A Horned Grebe nested in the Blitzen valley at Malheur in eastern Oregon (David Marshall), one of the first breeding records for the state of Oregon.

Pelicans.—For the first time in several years White Pelicans nested at Harney Lake next to Malheur (Marshall). Harney Lake has been virtually dry until the last few years. The pelicans nested on two low narrow islands. Heavy waves from a storm on the lake washed over most of the islands and destroyed all but two of 230 nests.

Herons.—There was a big show of herons at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 10 (Lockerbie). There were 91 Great Blues, 150 Snowies and the usual Black-crowned Night Herons and bitterns. This is the greatest number seen in years in that area. At Malheur and Harney Lakes, owing to abundant water, this was a good nesting year for herons. Marshall reported from that area: 350 pairs of Great Blue Herons; 450 pairs of Common Egrets; 100 pairs of Snowy Egrets; and 700 pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons.

Swans.—On Aug. 6, 2 swans believed to be Trumpeters were seen with 2 two-thirds-grown cygnets at Malheur (Marshall). It appears that the plantings from Red Rock Lakes are finally getting results. The Trumpeters continue to have poor results in their breeding efforts at Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge at Jackson, Wyo. (Greenwalt)—they nested but lost their young. Elsewhere in Jackson Hole the Trumpeter fared better. The pair behind Rockefeller's new Jackson Lake Lodge raised 4 cygnets, putting on a real show for the hotel guests (Berlet).

Geese and Ducks.—In general, with abundant water supplies, the breeding season in this Region was good. Malheur and elsewhere recorded more production according to brood counts. There was nothing unusual recorded, however. There are changes going on in the Malheur area in eastern Oregon. The Carp have increased to such an extent that there is very little sago pond weed left. Consequently, Malheur is now a much poorer feeding ground for waterfowl. A Harlequin Duck was found at Klamath Falls on June 14 (McLeod)—an unusual record for that area.

Shorebirds.—There is nothing exceptional to report except a great concentration of Am. Avocets reported near Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake on Aug. 10. One flock contained 10,000 birds and there were also two smaller groups (Lockerbie).

Owls.—The Short-eared Owl is still showing signs of increasing in this Region. Monte Vista Refuge in southern central Colorado reported a build-up to 60 individuals by the end of this reporting period (Bryant).

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa country of western Colorado reported a good breeding season for the hummers, with the Black-chinned the most common local species and the Broad-tailed the most numerous migrant. A Rufous Hummingbird showed up in Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming, Aug. 7 (Mrs. Hanesworth). This seems quite far east for the bird.

Martins.—Gleb Kashin reported 3 Purple Martins in the Wasatch Mountains above 9,000 ft., about 15 miles out of Salt Lake City, June 22. This is a rare bird in those mountains.

Grosbeaks.—Durango continues to be the Evening Grosbeak capitol of this area. For some reason there are more of these birds in Durango than elsewhere. Returning flocks with young started appearing by July 17 (Reames). Except for this area in southwestern 
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Colorado, the Evening Grosbeak is only reported in small numbers in this Region.

Longspurs.—Mrs. Hanesworth had 2 pairs of breeding Chestnut-collared Longspurs at Cheyenne, June 15, in addition to the much more common McCown's Longspur. The latter bird is common to abundant over most of the eastern half of Wyoming during the breeding season.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Nesting Season, 1958

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This has been one of the hottest, driest summers ever recorded in this Region. The nesting season began and ended early. Although some fledglings were still being reported in mid-August, breeding White-crowned Sparrows were almost through their postnuptial molt by the third week of July, which is exceptionally early. There were numerous complaints, for the first time, of crows destroying nests and young birds in the Seattle area. There was a tremendous increase in the Brown-headed Cowbird population.

Geese, Ducks.—Davidson reported from Victoria that a (non-breeding) Snow Goose and a White-fronted Goose were seen together on the sea-front golf course on Vancouver Island for some weeks in June and July. A pair of Blue-winged Teal nested in a swamp close to Victoria. A few are known to nest west of the Cascades in Washington, but there are no official records for British Columbia nearer than the Okanagan Valley.

Grouse, Shorebirds, Alcids.—Near Issaquah, Wash. a Ruffed Grouse nest containing 6 eggs was found, May 30. By June 6 the young were gone. Killdeer were very abundant. The second broods were hatching the third week in July. A Common Snipe with 2 young of different sizes was seen near Blaine on June 20. Since they could not yet fly, one was captured and banded by Mrs. Kline. The first young Marbled Murrelets were seen at Victoria, June 14.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Doves, Swallows.—A Mourning Dove nest was found at Victoria, July 28. Violet-green Swallows at Blaine, Wash. began laying, May 19. The first hatched on June 11; the second brood flew, July 26. The male of one pair left the female to rear the young alone. Four pairs of Tree Swallows observed by Mrs. Kline laid 32 eggs, 3 of which were infertile. Egg-laying began by May 7 and the first young flew, June 4. On June 9 this female started another nest, the young of which flew on July 14. A male of this species also abandoned the brood at least 10 days before they flew. First brood Barn Swallows were flying by June 11, and by July 8 some of the second broods had hatched. Some young were still in the nest, Aug. 6. Mrs. Kline noted considerable discrepancies in age in the same nest, as if the female had begun incubating with the first egg. Young Cliff Swallows were on the wing 'by June 5, but there was still some nesting activity as late as August 15.

Jays, Chickadees, Wrens.—Young Steller's Jays were almost ready to leave the nest near Seattle, April 23. Bob and Elsie Boggs reported that a Black-capped Chickadee, nesting in a box in their yard, began building, April 18. There were 3 eggs on May 3 and 7 eggs on May 10. The young hatched on May 18 and left the nest, June 4. A pair at Blaine had young that flew by May 19. Bewick's Wrens at Blaine had 5 eggs on April 3; these young flew, April 26. On May 21 another nest contained 5 young in the pin-feather stage.

Thrushes, Waxwings.—Both Mrs. Kline at Blaine and the Boggs in South Seattle reported Robins as generally unsuccessful in their nesting attempts. Swainson's Thrushes, on the other hand, did very well. From mid-July to mid-August at the Editor's backyard netting station, 23 birds, mostly immatures, were taken. At Blaine, young Cedar Waxwings were ready to fly by June 13. A young bird of this species just out of the nest was found, Aug. 22, at Seattle.

Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—Starlings again reared two broods at Blaine, the second nest of young leaving on June 10, nearly a month earlier than the second brood in 1957. Most vireos, particularly Red-eyed Vireos, appeared to have had a better season than most of the warblers. Warbling Vireos were reported as feeding Brown-headed Cowbirds in Seattle. Audubon's Warblers were much scarcer than usual. An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen carrying nesting material, April 27. The nest was found, May 11, and contained 1 egg, May 13, 4 on May 18, and 3 young, May 29. A Wilson's Warbler nest containing 3 young about 4 days old was found, July 4, at Seattle.

Blackbirds, Tanagers, Fringillids.—A Brewer's Blackbird nest at Blaine had 4 eggs, May 5; these hatched, May 12, and the young flew on May 25. Brown-headed Cowbirds were widely reported, being fed by small birds. At Victoria, Davidson saw them in company of the MacGillivray's Warbler, Chipping Sparrow and Oregon Junco. Mrs. Kline counted 197, mostly young, along a fence in July. Pine Siskins were very abundant, and began nesting on April 18 at Blaine, and on April 21 near Seattle. A Rufous-sided Towhee nest was found under construction near Seattle, April 18. The first egg was laid, April 23, the last by April 26. Young were all hatched by May 9 and had flown by May 18. The first broods of Savannah Sparrows were out of the nest 'by the middle of May at Blaine. On June 22, three nests were found, one with 4 eggs, one with 3, and one with two young just hatched. The first young Oregon Juncos were seen out of the nest north of Seattle, May 3. A nest with 4 young, 4 or 5 days old, was found at Snoqualmie Pass Summit, July 6. Chipping Sparrows were feeding young able to fly at Blaine, May 30. Young White-crowned Sparrows flew, May 21, at Blaine. Young Song Sparrows were hatched by April 4 at Seattle; another nest was found, April 13, with 3 young about 3 or 4 days old. These left the nest on April 22. Another nest, found on May 5, contained 4 eggs by May 10 and young birds, May 22.-ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.
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