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Autumn Migration, 1956

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The Region experienced a warm, dry fall up to the last week of October, when both sides of the Continental Divide had freezing or near-freezing weather with some snow. Blizzard conditions prevailed at Great Falls, Mont. During November the weather was generally dry and sunny again east of the Divide but cooler and cloudy in western Montana, northern Idaho and eastern Washington. 
[image: ]
Snow cover was sparse or completely lacking during most of the period. The prolonged mild weather did not appear to have any great effect on bird migration in general. Most species seemed to be about on schedule, while some appeared to be a little early or late. The late October cold spell apparently brought about a large movement of geese and possibly helped bring Bohemian Waxwings in a week or so early. Much of the northern flight of ducks apparently had not yet occurred by the end of November. Credit for observations, unless otherwise noted, is as listed in Audubon Field Notes 10:397 (1956). 

Loons and Grebes.—Common Loons, reported only from Great Falls, were migrating during October in smaller numbers than usual. Eared Grebes were by far the most abundant grebe. Fifty were on a lake near Great Falls, Oct. 27, and at least 40 were at Turnbull Wildlife Refuge, Wash. on Oct. 21. A few Horned, Western and Pied billed Grebes were noted in the Region. A Black-crowned Night Heron, rare in this region, was at Lewiston., Idaho, July 16 (T. D. Burleigh).

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were on the move during October and November, with the larger numbers occurring east of the Divide. About 100 were on Willow Creek Reservoir in the Bozeman, Mont. area, Oct. 26 (Leo Middendorf). A large migratory movement of Canada Geese was noted at Missoula, Oct. 27. Hundreds were at Turnbull, Oct. 21 (Stephen O. Stanley) and the birds were numerous on the Missouri River at Great Falls toward the end of November. Two White-fronted Geese were seen at Lewiston, Sept. 16. Lesser Snow Geese were migrating over Missoula, Oct. 12. An impressive movement, apparently of Snow Geese, occurred over Libby, Mont. the night of Oct. 27. One flock, counted with binoculars by the dim light from the town, contained around 300 birds. The main northern flight of ducks apparently had not yet arrived by the end of the period. Lola Hiett ventured this opinion and Fred Peterson in his column in the Spokane Spokesman-Review for Nov. 25 thought likewise. He reported W. A. Rodgers, manager at Turnbull, as saying the duck population there was very low for that time of year. Peterson also mentioned "a few ducks on Sprague Lake, maybe 10,000 to 15,000 which is not a staggering number for that body of water." Walker reported about 1,000 on the river at Great Falls by Nov. 23. Of unusual interest were the 1,500 Am. Golden-eyes at Great Falls, Nov. 23. An unusually large number of Barrow's Golden-eye was with them—about 30 on Dec. 1. An Old-squaw again appeared on the Missouri at Great Falls, Nov. 23. A female Harlequin Duck, the first record for the species for the city, was present on the river in Spokane from Nov. 4 through 12. A few Buffleheads were seen. Two were killed on Kicking Horse Reservoir, Oct. 13 (LH); one was seen at Missoula, Oct. 14 and one at Spokane, Sept. 9 (W. Hall). Great Falls had 32 by Dec. 1.

Hawks and Eagles.—Walker got his second record of a Turkey Vulture in the Little Belt Mountains, Aug. 24. Reported elsewhere only from Missoula, the species was not seen after Sept. 16 there. November and early December brought single Goshawks to Great Falls, St. Ignatius, Missoula and Lewiston, Mont. Migrating Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks appeared sparse, except at Great Falls during October, when they were fairly common. Walker reported missing the main Swainson's Hawk migration but noticed scattered bands of a dozen or so during the last of August at Great Falls. A Rough-legged Hawk appeared at Moscow, Idaho, Oct. 20 and several Ferruginous were observed near Harlowton, Mont., Aug. 15 (Davis). Five Golden Eagles were seen in a heavy snowstorm near Augusta, Mont., Oct. 27 (TW). Pigeon Hawks were mentioned by most reporters west of the Divide. At Spokane the birds were frequent visitors after Oct. 27, when winter weather first struck. A noticeable flight of Sparrow Hawks passed Moscow, Sept. 16. The birds were noted as late as Nov. 10 at Spokane.

Am. Coot, Shorebirds.—Moderate numbers of Am. Coots arrived at Great Falls with the late October cold snap. Hand noted them as common at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Aug. 31 and Sept. 12. The Ringed Plover appeared from July 14 to Sept. 9 in eastern Washington and northern Idaho. Eleven were counted at Turnbull. The Am. Golden Plover was observed, Sept. 13 and 22, at Lewiston (TDB) and at Turnbull, Sept. 4 and 7. Turnbull also had 1 or 2 of the Black-bellied, Aug. 3 and 4. Around Missoula Wilson's Snipe seemed much less common than formerly, with no noticeable flight. Walker noted them commonly in a marsh area near Great Falls and saw them last on Nov. 22. A flock of at least 15 Long-billed Curlew near Martinsdale, Mont., Aug. 15, was probably migrating (CVD). Spotted Sandpipers lingered around Spokane as late as Oct. 6. West of the Divide Solitary Sandpipers appeared 
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between July 12 (Turnbull) and Sept. 16 (Missoula). June 24 brought the first Greater Yellowlegs at Turnbull, and Lewiston still had the species on Nov. 16 (TDB). Observations of the Lesser stretched from July 17, Lewiston (TDB) and Turnbull, to Sept. 23, Reardan Lake, Wash. Pectoral Sandpipers arrived first at Turnbull, July 4. Reardan Lake had 40 or 50 on Sept. 23; a few were still there on Nov. 10 (W. Hall). Baird's, Least, Semi-palmated and Western Sandpipers were noted as usual. Dowitchers were noted at Great Falls, near Spokane, Lewiston and Potlatch, Idaho (Idaho observations by TDB). Reardan Lake had about 100, Sept. 23; a few were still there on Nov. 10 (W. Hall). Hall and L. La Fave also obtained the unusual record of a Red-backed Sandpiper at Reardan Lake on the latter date. Marbled Godwits appeared near Great Falls in August and at Turnbull, July 4 and Aug. 27, 16 birds on the latter date. The Am. Avocet was reported only from Lewiston, July 1 (TDB). Sanderlings appeared at Turnbull from Aug. 20 to Sept. 4 and were noted at Lewiston, Aug. 31 (TDB). Wilson's and Northern Phalaropes were recorded west of the Divide. The latter species showed a peak of 300 at Lewiston, Aug. 27 (TDB) and of 82 on the same day at Turnbull.

Gulls and Terns.—A light migration of California Gulls at Great Falls was over in early October. Single birds were at Turnbull, Aug. 6 and Wawawai, Wash., Sept. 23. Ring-billed Gulls seemed about as usual. Noteworthy were Bonaparte's Gulls, 9 at Lewiston on Oct. 28 and 2 on Nov. 1 (TDB), and singles near Missoula, Oct. 26 and Nov. 1. A Franklin's Gull was killed by a Prairie Falcon at Turnbull on Aug. 28. The skin constitutes the first record for southeastern Washington. Forster's Tern, reported only by Hand at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, was last seen on Aug. 10. Six Common Terns were at Lewiston, Aug. 27. Verner had a late record of Aug. 31 for the Black Tern at Turnbull.

Doves and Owls.—Hand reported that the Mourning Dove was the only bird around Missoula, in addition to the Common Starling, which showed a decided increase. Davis found a single bird near Bozeman at the rather late date of Nov. 4. A single Horned Owl was reported at Sprague Lake near Spokane, Nov. 10 (W. Hall). The Pygmy Owl appeared in Moscow on Nov. 12 (TDB) and in Libby, Mont., Nov. 14, and was not recorded elsewhere. A Short-eared Owl was seen at Missoula, Oct. 24, and one was shot at Libby at about the same date.

Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds.—Common Nighthawks were migrating in good-sized flocks in late July and early August at Great Falls. The latest movement of any size was of about 20 birds at Libby, Sept. 7. Vaux's Swift, noted only at Missoula, was last seen on Aug. 24. Of special note was an adult male Rufous Hummingbird on Aug 28 at Turnbull.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Walker reported the usual light migration of Yellow-shafted Flickers in September around Great Falls. Lewis's Woodpecker was last seen at Missoula, Aug. 22 (early) and at Spokane, Aug. 31. Spokane still had a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker on Oct. 13 (TDB), a rather late date. The last observation of the Eastern Kingbird was of one bird on Sept. 7 at Libby. A Traill's Flycatcher collected at Palouse, Wash., Sept. 9, was an unusually late bird. Missoula recorded its last Western Wood Pewee, Aug. 30 and Libby, Aug. 31.

Swallows.—A few Violet-green Swallows lingered at Libby until Aug. 24, a late date. Tree Swallows had left Missoula and Libby by mid-August. A few Bank Swallows persisted at Reardan Lake until at least Sept. 23. Barn Swallows, as usual, were the latest swallows. Two were seen along the Little Spokane River on Oct. 6 (M. Haggin). Cliff Swallows were at Lewiston on Sept. 22 (TDB).

Jays and Nuthatches.—At Bozeman the Gray Jay had already come down from the mountains to feeders in town in spite of the fine weather. Earl and Lola Hiett report Steller's Jay appearing near St. Ignatius on Oct. 13 and continuing in larger numbers than they have ever seen before; one flock contained 15 birds. The Hietts also had a late record of an Am. Crow on Nov. 28. Red-breasted Nuthatches seemed very scarce at both Libby and Missoula, but appeared to be as usual at Spokane.

Creepers, Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes.—Great Falls had a flock of about 15 Brown Creepers during November. Dippers appeared at Greenough Park, Missoula, Sept. 10. The House Wren was still noted at Lewiston on Oct. 8 (TDB) and 2 Long-billed Marsh Wrens lingered at Turnbull, Oct. 21 (SOS). Last dates for the Catbird were: Libby and Missoula, Sept 15, and Moscow, Sept. 26. The Am. Robin, as usual, had mostly migrated before November. However, Hand saw about 50 at Missoula, Dec. 2. An early Varied Thrush appeared at Spokane, Oct. 31. A Hermit Thrush was still at Bozeman on Nov. 5. Burleigh collected a Western and a Mountain Bluebird at Genesee, Idaho, on the late date of Nov 21. Hand reported the Mountain Bluebird as extremely scarce at Missoula. They seemed scarce at Libby also, but in eastern Washington several hundred migrating birds were seen near Cheney, Oct. 29 (MH). Davis reported several on Aug. 15 in his area and Walker noted a flock of 15, Sept. 28, in the Link Belts. Further observations on the status of this species should be valuable. A few Townsend's Solitaires had already come into the city at Missoula and Spokane and one was making its winter residence with the Hietts near St. Ignatius.

Kinglets, Pipits and Waxwings.—The Ruby crowned Kinglet was still present at Moscow, Nov. 8 (TDB). Water Pipits appeared first at Libby, Aug. 31, and were seen as late as Nov. 1 at Missoula. They were at Lewiston, Nov. 11 (TDB). Bohemian Waxwings appeared to be early in some places. At Libby about 100 had arrived by Oct. 27 (early). Moscow had 20 on Oct. 25 (TDB). Lack of Mountain Ash fruit may have caused the bulk of the birds to pass through Libby, for only small flocks (about 75 in one flock in early December) remained, while Missoula had at least 1,000 at the end of November. The birds had not yet arrived in large numbers at Spokane. Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce at Missoula and Libby. At the latter place, none were recorded after 
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the very early date of Oct. 4. In the Little Belts a flock of 13 still remained, Nov. 24.

Shrikes, Starlings and Vireos.—A few Gray Shrikes were reported: 1 in Great Falls, Nov. 30; 2 at Turnbull, Oct. 21 and 1 at Reardan, Wash., Nov. 22 (SOS); 1 at Hauser, Idaho, Oct. 16 (TDB), and 1, probably this species, at Libby, Dec. 8. The Common Starling continued as common to abundant. The Solitary Vireo was not recorded a single time for the period. A Warbling Vireo was still at Moscow on Sept. 30 (TDB).

Warblers.—The Orange-crowned Warbler was last seen on Aug. 15 at Missoula and on Oct. 13 at Spokane (TDB). No Nashville Warblers were recorded. A single Yellow Warbler at Libby, Sept. 6, was a new late date for Rogers. A Myrtle Warbler was collected, Oct. 7, at Potlatch, Idaho (TDB). Audubon's departed on schedule. Verner noted migrant Townsend's Warblers at Turnbull, Aug. 28; they were noted nowhere else. An injured Oven-bird was picked up in the business section of Spokane, Nov. 14, and constitutes the first record for Spokane (Buchecker). The latest Northern Water-thrush record was of one at Libby, Aug. 14. As usual, Macgillivray's was not noted in western Montana after the last of August, but Sept. 27 was the last date for both Spokane (SOS) and Moscow (TDB). The latest Common Yellowthroat record was Sept. 30 at Libby. Black-capped Warblers appeared at Libby, Moscow and Spokane. The latest Am. Redstart observation was Sept. 1 at Missoula.

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A Western Meadowlark still lingered near St. Ignatius on Nov. 27. At Great Falls they were massing for migration on Oct. 6 and all left during the month. The last Yellow-headed Blackbird was noted at Great Falls, Oct. 6, at the time when the Red-wings were flocking for migration there. A rather late date for Brewer's Blackbirds in the Bozeman area was a flock of several on Nov. 4. A Rusty Blackbird, Sept. 28, at Great Falls, was Walker's second record there. A Brown-headed Cowbird was noted at Libby on Sept. 1 (rather late). Hand noted his last Western Tanager on Sept. 1 (early) but the species was still at Libby on Sept. 15, a new late record for Rogers.

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted migrating only at Libby, a few between Aug. 5 and 24. A Lazuli Bunting was banded at Libby, Aug. 30, also a new late date. Evening Grosbeaks appeared at Great Falls, Libby, Missoula and Spokane. Cassin's Finch was noted up to Oct. 6 at Libby, again a new late date. A few Pine Grosbeaks had appeared there, the first on Nov. 18. Walker had the treat of seeing a flock of about 1,000 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches on the plains west of Great Falls during the late October cold spell. Common Redpolls had appeared only at Spokane (early) and Libby. No Pine Siskin records for November appeared, in spite of rather mild weather. Red Crossbills continued to be scarce or absent in most areas. Hand had not noted the species since June 23, 1955! Crossbills of undetermined species were noted around Superior, Mont. during the period, however (Richard L. Carter).

Sparrows.—Migrating Savannah Sparrows appeared, Aug. 25, at Missoula and reached peak numbers in mid-September. The last record was Oct. 17 at Hauser, Idaho (TDB). The Grasshopper Sparrow was noted there on Aug. 18 (TDB) and appeared at Turnbull, Aug. 20. A few Slate-colored Juncos moved through Great Falls; 2 appeared at Missoula; and 2 at Spokane. Oregon Juncos seemed to move out of Libby about the time they were appearing at Spokane. The 88 birds banded in Libby this year may give some clue as to whether they migrate in the direction of Spokane. The species occurred at Great Falls in September and October. Hand reported that what appeared to be (Pink-sided) Oregon Juncos appeared at Missoula, as they do every fall. Am. Tree Sparrows appeared in good numbers, Nov. 10, near Great Falls, but appeared at Missoula and Lewiston (TDB) in late October. The Chipping Sparrow was still noted at Spokane on Oct. 9 (TDB). A few Brewer's Sparrows were noted at Missoula in August; 1 at Libby, Sept. 1; and they had reached Wawawai, Wash., on the Snake River, Sept. 23 (Verner). Hand positively identified an immature Harris's Sparrow at close range near Missoula, Nov. 1. White-crowns were migrating as usual from late August until mid-October. Golden-crowned Sparrows were observed at Potlatch, Idaho, Sept. 16 and Oct. 1 (TDB). An average White-throated Sparrow migration was noted in late September at Great Falls. A single bird was noted at St. Ignatius, Mont., Sept. 8. Burleigh noted the Fox Sparrow at Moscow, Sept. 17. Migrant Lincoln's Sparrows were seen from Aug. 28 (Libby and Turnbull) to October, with a late record of Oct. 31 at Missoula. Song Sparrows seemed to migrate out of Missoula in early October but others appeared later in the month to take their place. A Lapland Long-spur was positively identified at Missoula, Oct. 7, and a few were heard or seen until Oct. 28. The only Snow Bunting recorded was a single individual flying low over Libby in the fog on Nov. 22.—THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Mont.


Autumn Migration, 1956

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The migration in this Region seems to have been routine until a very early extreme cold wave hit the northern half of the Region speeding birds south. This cold wave affected the Region from the Klamath Basin to eastern Wyoming, a distance of 1,000 miles. In mid-November it almost completely froze the Klamath Basin and Bear River Marshes 
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and dropped the temperature to -18° in Jackson Hole on Nov. 19. However, the cold did not penetrate to southern Utah or through the Rockies to Southern Colorado where the storms systems do not operate in conjunction with the northern half of the Region. We are very fortunate in having Leroy Giles' figures of the Great Klamath Basin in central Southern Oregon and those of William Reid for Bear River Marshes at the north end of Great Salt Lake. Both are government biologists.
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The effect of the freeze at Klamath was interesting in that it sent Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, and Shovellers south, but increased Pintails, Mallards, and Snow Geese. The large volume of waterfowl kept some water open and concentrated the birds. The figures from Klamath illustrate the immensity of waterfowl migration in the Klamath Basin. Tremendous flocks of geese may be seen going out to glean in the fields. These flocks are mixed and can contain and often do contain up to 5 varieties of geese. It can be said that the birder who hasn't seen Klamath in migration hasn't lived yet.

Grebes.—The Horned Grebe turned up in numbers in fall migration for the first time in Utah; there were over 100 not far from Salt Lake City on Oct. 29 (Lockerbie). Charles Lockerbie is more experienced than any of us and he says this is the first time he has ever seen more than a few scattered individuals through the years in the fall.

Swans.—In spite of what appeared to be a poor breeding season for the Trumpeter Swan in Jackson Hole. Ernest Greenwalt reports a new high of 58 birds present on Nov. 5 in Flat Creek at the town of Jackson beside the highway. Mr. Greenwalt is the new National Elk Refuge manager at Jackson and definitely the man to see in the area. It is perhaps too early to report the migrant Whistling Swan. There were 10,000 at Bear River on Nov. 27, less than half of last year's concentration, but a high percentage of them were cygnets. At Klamath this swan was just coming in and had built up to 2,900 by the end of our fall report.

Geese.—The duck and goose migration appeared better than usual at both Klamath Basin and Bear River Marshes. Klamath reports a high of 207,000 (Cackling) Canada Geese on Oct. 31 which is a new high; 341,000 White-fronted Geese on Oct. 22, which is unchanged from last year. The Snow Goose top came on Nov. 29 with 108,000 but the bird went through in waves so there was not the customary build-up. The high for Ross's Goose was 3,500 on Nov. 20, which seems to the editor an astoundingly high figure for such a rare bird; at least it used to be rare. At Great Salt Lake a Ross's Goose was reported by Lockerbie this fall, which is about par for the course there.

Ducks.—A comparison of duck figures from Klamath and Bear River follows. Mallard, 136,000, on Sept. 13 at Klamath is very much down from previous years; Bear River, 36,000, with a peak on Aug. 21; Gadwall, 49,200, Sept. 20, at Klamath and 25,000 at Bear River on Sept. 18; Pintail, 3,362,000 at Klamath on Oct. 16, down from last year's 4,300,000; while Bear River had 390,000 on Sept. 18, which is high. Green-winged Teal top at Klamath was 26,200, Oct. 9, while Bear River had 230,000 on Sept. 18, almost the only category where Bear River heavily outnumbers Klamath in the duck group. There were 26,700 Cinnamon Teal on Aug. 21 at Klamath; 25,000 at Bear River, Sept. 18; Am. Widgeon, 235,000 on Oct. 9 at Klamath with 92,000 on Oct. 2 at Bear River; Shoveller, 99,400 on Sept. 20 at Klamath on Lower Klamath and Tule Lake. On the Upper Lake there were about 100,000, Nov. 7, where conditions provide excellent feeding for the species. The Upper Lake has only Shoveller and Lesser Scaup in big numbers. Bear River had 85,000 Shoveller on Sept. 18; Redhead, 33,630 on Aug. 21 at Klamath; 37,999, Oct. 9, at Bear River; Ring-necked Duck, 3,600 at Klamath on Nov. 7 which is their highest count on record; not reported from Bear River; Canvas-back, 41,000 on Nov. 7 at Klamath and 55,000 at Bear River on Oct. 20. Lesser Scaup, 15,500, at Klamath, Nov. 7 (Upper Lake not included where there were undoubtedly more) while the Bear River top was only 700 on Nov. 13. Bufflehead, 12,700, on Nov. 7 at Klamath while a top of 50 was recorded at Bear River, Nov. 3; Ruddy Duck, 74,700, on Oct. 16 at Klamath with 48,000, Oct. 20, at Bear River. Rarities reported at Klamath were 4 Wood Ducks on Clear Lake on Nov. 20 and a Hooded Merganser, Nov. 12. Twelve Wood Ducks were seen at Nampa in southwestern Idaho on Oct. 16 (Shaw). The Wood Duck is rare but scattered reports have come from all over the West in the past. Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge in southern Colorado continues to grow and now amounts to 8,000 acres and will be bigger. Their water comes from artesian wells. The Mallard uses this refuge more than any other duck and by the end of this period had built up to 25,000, according to Charles Bryant, the manager. The weather being milder, numbers of birds will winter there.

Hawks.—Western Colorado around Hotchkiss had more mice than usual and hence more hawks. Elsewhere it is the same old dismal story—always fewer and fewer.

Upland Gamebirds.—White-tailed Ptarmigan were seen in numbers (70) on the A. O. U. trip to Summit Lake and Mt. Evans west of Denver on Sept. 8 (Thatcher). Edith Carman reports Scaled Quail showed up near Grand Junction in northwestern Colorado for the first time, Nov. 10. Klamath Basin Refuges report an estimate of 20,000 Ring-necked Pheasants by Sept. 1 (Giles) for a remarkable density.

Cranes.—The high for Sandhill Crane came about Oct. 21 at Monte Vista in southern Colorado, with a count of 900 (Bryant).

Shorebirds.—Charles Laun of the University of Wyoming staff at Laramie after extensive search during this summer found 10 pairs of Mountain Plover on the Laramie Plains. We believe the bird was formerly much more common there. A group 11 Mountain Plover was found in the middle of the Green River Basin in western Wyoming, Sept 1 
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(OKS), which is the most recorded together in this area in some years. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was found near Casper in central Wyoming on Sept. 16 by Scott. This is the first record for the state. 

Road-runner.—A Road-runner was reported several times at Idaho Springs high in the mountains west of Denver and was even photographed (Ellis and Thatcher). Apparently this is just one of those things, since it is over 100 miles to the nearest place it has been previously reported.

Goatsuckers.—Mildred Synder reported a dead Poor-will on the highway southeast of Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming, Sept. 21.

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews with her fabulous hummingbirds on the mesa of western Colorado at Hotchkiss reports more than usual of the Black-chinned, Rufus, and Broad-tailed but only for a few days did she feed 1½ pints of syrup. They were mostly gone by Sept. 21. 

Jays through Bushtits.—Jean Pinkley reports there was a good crop of Piñon nuts at Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern Colorado, with resulting big concentrations of birds. Particularly numerous were Common Ravens, three species of nuthatches, and 3 species of jays—Steller's, Scrub, and Gray. The last were a new record for the Park. Bushtits were reported at the end of November at Grand Junction in northwestern Colorado.

Waxwings.—Early reports of Bohemian Waxwings came from Don Hunter at Victor in eastern Idaho on Nov. 25.

Thrushes through Grosbeaks.—Oppie Reames, reporting from the southern half of this Region at Durango in southwestern Colorado, found the last major move of migrants was over by Oct. 22 when the drought of the Southwest was broken by rain and a snowstorm. On Oct. 20 she had the Olive-backed Thrush, Townsend's Warbler, and Black-headed Grosbeaks among 25 species seen; and on next day only winter residents up to the number of 14 species were found. The western Dickcissel invasion continued through to this quarter. An immature female flew into a garage in mountainous western Colorado on Sept. 18 and promptly became a specimen at Western State College collection under the direction of Sydney Hyde. This would be the first record of the bird for that region. Another bird was reported there on Oct. 24. A good crop of juniper berries brought Evening Grosbeaks in great numbers to Mesa Verde National Park (Pinkley). Reames had them in large flocks in nearby Durango up to Sept. 30. For some reason the Evening Grosbeak seems to be more common in this part of the west than any other.

Sparrows.—The Fox Sparrow seems to be one of the rare birds of the Rockies. Hyde had his first at Gunnison in western Colorado, Sept. 29. At Malheur in eastern Oregon, Robert Pyle of Seattle reports that he believes to have been a McCown's Longspur, Nov. 24. As far as we know this is the first state record—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


Autumn Migration, 1956

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August was dry and sunny. September was cooler and wetter than usual, with much cloud cover. The first part of October was very sunny and warm; after the thirteenth there was measurable precipitation on all days but one and temperatures were considerably below normal. November was very dry, with no rain after the eighteenth; there were many mild days and much night and morning fog. There were few weather fronts. Fall migration appeared normal, with only a few irregularities. Ducks were up, but dry conditions kept them concentrated in areas where they were not accessible to hunting. The fall flight of "crown" sparrows and Fox Sparrows failed to materialize, and good weather may have kept them in the high country on their trip south. 

Loons through Herons.—Numerous loons (sp.) were seen offshore along Copalis Beach north of Grays Harbor, Sept. 8-9. Two Arctic Loons in breeding plumage were
             [image: ]
noted near Kingston, Sept. 30, and all species were in usual numbers off the ocean beaches south of Grays Harbor, Nov. 11 (Robert Pyle). Grebes began arriving in the lower Sound early in September. First Red-necked were noted on the Sound north of Edmonds, Sept. 1; were still scarce, Oct. 21, but appeared somewhat more numerous than usual at Seattle, Nov. 4. First Horned Grebes were recorded near the ocean beaches, Sept. 8-9, and were in usual numbers by-Oct. 21 in Seattle. Eared Grebes were first seen at LaPush, Sept. 10 (RP) and at Seward Park, Seattle, Oct. 21. Western Grebes quickly built up to normal numbers, 1,230± Victoria, Sept. 15, 100± at Harper, Sept. 16. Sooty Shearwaters were passing the Copalis Beach area at a rate of about 18,000 per hour for several hours on both Sept. 8 and 9; large numbers were seen off Port Townsend on Sept. 10 and hundreds between Port Angeles and Victoria on Sept. 11. One unusual phase of this spring and summer season was the lack of cormorants of any species in the lower Sound. Double-crested and Pelagic were first noted on Nov. 4 off Lincoln Park, Seattle (Seattle Audubon Society). Green Herons apparently continue to increase: they were recorded around Lake Washington, Sept. 16 and 17, and Oct. 3 and 10 (Walter Hagenstein).

Geese, Ducks.—Canada Geese were reported as migrating through the Seattle area on Sept. 8-9. An excellent offshore migration of White-fronted Geese was observed at Copalis Beach on Sept. 8-9. Banding studies by the State Game Department in Washington indicate that the early fall migration of geese and pond ducks that occurs along the ocean coast consists of birds bound for farther south, while the birds which come into the Puget Sound lowlands somewhat later are entering winter quarters and go no farther. The Snow Goose population on the Stanwood Flats was observed to be about 11,000 birds, which is about one-third of normal. The ratio of young to adults, however, was about 1:2, the highest observed in recent years. Pond ducks were above normal, but lack of rainfall, which floods lowlands and enables these birds to scatter and utilize such areas for feeding, kept them concentrated and hunters did not get their usual number. Gadwalls were first noted near Seattle, Oct. 28; Pintails were seen at Port Townsend, Sept. 1, and at Copalis, Sept. 8-9, where some were noted in formations of White-fronted Geese. Green-winged Teal were noted at Copalis, Sept. 9, and east of Lake Washington, Oct. 7. Am. Widgeon were first noted at Port Townsend, Sept. 1, and appeared to be in normal numbers about Seattle by Oct. 21. Shovellers were present with other species at Port Townsend, Sept. 1, and also at Copalis. Ring-necked Ducks were first noted at Seattle, Sept. 22 (WH). Canvas-backs appeared east of Lake Washington, Sept. 30. Buffleheads, always late migrants, were first recorded at Green Lake, Oct. 21, and east of Lake Washington, Oct. 26. Am. Golden-eyes were first seen at Seattle, Oct. 28. Am. Mergansers were first recorded about the river mouth along Hood Canal on Sept. 3 (RP).

Hawks, Shorebirds.—The only hawk record of note was a Rough-legged seen by Robert Pyle near Willapa Bay, Nov. 11. The shorebird migration appeared to have been good; at least we have more material on shorebirds than any other group. the following species were noted during the ocean trip on Sept. 8-9 at Copalis: Ringed Plover, about 20-30; Black-bellied Plover, about 30; Black Turnstone, about two dozen; Hudsonian Whimbrel, several; Spotted Sandpiper, 1; Wandering Tattler, 1; Greater Yellow-legs, numerous; Lesser Yellow-legs, 2-3 dozen; Baird's Sandpiper, at least 2 dozen; Least Sandpiper, perhaps 100 or more; Red-backed Sandpiper, 2 (early); dowitcher, 8-10; Western Sandpiper, hundreds; Sanderling, hundreds. Surf birds were recorded from Victoria, Sept. 12 (3) and off the northern beach of the Olympic Peninsula near Kalaloch Frank Richardson), Sept. 13; and 2 on the Westport jetty at Grays Harbor, Nov. 10 (RP). Spotted Sandpipers appeared more numerous than usual in the Seattle area (2 at Green Lake, Sept. 15; 5 at Harper, Sept. 16). Greater Yellow-legs were last reported from Seattle, Sept. 22 (WH) and one was seen along the ocean beaches below Cape Flattery, Oct. 7 (Robert and Elsie Boggs). A flock of 15-20 Pectoral Sandpipers was seen at Comox, Sept. 15 (RP). The unusual number of Baird's Sandpipers noted this fall may indicate an increase in this usually uncommon species, at least on this flyway. Least Sandpipers were last seen near Seattle, Sept. 19. A flock of 22 Marbled Godwits was noted on the Palix River near Willapa Bay, Nov. 11 (RP). Northern Phalaropes were recorded on the Sound west of Edmonds on Sept. 30 (S. A. S.).

Jaegers through Alcids.—Parasitic Jaegers were numerous on the lower Sound during September, and were recorded both Sept. 16 and Sept. 30, pursuing Common Terns. Herring Gulls were first recorded at Copalis, Sept. 8-9, where 5 or 6 were seen, all 
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probably smithsonianus. At Green Lake, Nov. 18, 2 Herring Gulls (an American and a Thayer's) were sitting close together on the float and were examined with a 30X telescope as they preened their plumage (Zella M. Schultz). California Gulls were abundant on Oct. 21, but by Nov. 18 many had gone. Juvenile Ring-billed Gulls were seen about Grays Harbor, Sept. 8-9, but adults had not yet returned to Green Lake, Seattle, by that date. Short-billed Gulls were first reported at Port Townsend, Sept. 1. Bonaparte's Gulls first returned to the Region with a report from Friday Harbor, San Juan Island, of 325 on July 19 (RP). An adult Sabine's Gull in winter plumage was collected off Port Townsend on Sept. 8. Common Terns were noted in several places from Vancouver, British Columbia, to Hood Canal, Blaine and Harper, during September. The last was a single bird at Government Locks, Seattle, on Oct. 21. Alcids were numerous during the fall season, the most noticeable being the abundance of Ancient Murrelets in the lower Sound. At least 12 were off Lincoln Park Beach, Seattle, Nov. 4, and 300± were reported by Garrett Eddy in the channel west of Seattle on Nov. 24.

Pigeons, Owls, Goatsuckers.—Mourning Doves continue to increase in western Washington. They were recorded until Oct. 26 east of Lake Washington. Band-tailed Pigeons were reported as leaving one feeding area about the end of September (GE) and the number apparently remaining to winter east of Lake Washington was much below normal. The severe winter of 1955-56 did much damage to the Madroña trees and they failed to produce their usual crop of fruit, which is the main food item of the wintering Band-tailed Pigeons, Am. Robins, Varied Thrushes and Cedar Waxwings. It is to be expected that this food shortage may be responsible for the decline in wintering populations of these species. One Short-eared Owl was seen at Newport, Oct. 14. The last Common Nighthawks, which had been below normal in numbers during the summer in Seattle, were recorded on the early morning of Sept. 8.

Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—Vaux's Swifts were last reported east of Lake Washington, Sept. 30, and a small flock was also seen at Harper, Sept. 30. The last recorded Rufous Hummingbirds were from Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic Mountains, Sept. 2 (RP), and from Copalis, Sept. 8. Three records of (Boreal) Yellow-shafted Flickers were reported, one seen, Sept. 30, and two injured birds, one in Seattle, Oct. 20, and one at Medina in November. Lewis's Woodpeckers were last seen there, Oct. 21.

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Ash-throated Flycatcher was identified at West Seattle on Nov. 24 by Elizabeth Curtis and Walter Hagenstein. There is only one previous record of this species west of the Cascade Mountains in Washington, although 2 were taken in mist nets in Vancouver, B. C. by Wm. Hughes in 1955. The last Traill's Flycatcher was reported at Seattle, Sept. 3 (R. & E. Boggs). Western Flycatchers were last recorded at Victoria, Sept. 12, and near Duncan, Vancouver Island, Sept. 14 (RP). Violet-green Swallows were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 50; Tree Swallows, Sept. 27. Barn Swallows were last reported east of Lake Washington, Sept. 30; Mrs. Kline at Blaine reported 5 seen on the unprecedented date of Nov. 4! Cliff Swallows were last seen near Port Townsend, Sept. 1, and Bellevue, east of Lake Washington, Sept. 11. Purple Martins were recorded in south Seattle until Sept. 2, near Bellevue until Sept. 18.

Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—House Wrens were last seen at Duncan, Vancouver Island, on Sept. 14 (RP) and on the ocean beaches below Cape Flattery, Oct. 7 (RB, EB). Winter Wrens were not found in at least two areas where they are regularly noted by Sept. 30. Am. Robins were very abundant during the fall season, but their numbers as winter approached became lower than usual, perhaps due to the poor crop of Madroña fruit. Varied Thrushes were first recorded for Seattle, Oct. 16, but had not appeared in normal numbers by the end of the period. One Hermit Thrush was found at Hurricane Hill, near Hurricane Ridge, Sept. 3, and an injured bird of the race nanus was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, Oct. 2. The last Olive-backed Thrush was seen in south Seattle, Sept. 22. Ruby-crowned Kinglets were seen with Golden-crowns at Hurricane Hill, Sept. 3 (RP).

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—First Water Pipits were at Duncan, V. I., Sept. 14 (20-30); near Parksville, V. I., Sept. 15; one at Pt. Roberts, Sept 17; and were recorded east of Lake Washington from Sept. 18 through October 3. Cedar Waxwings were present in hundreds at Harper, Sept. 16, and at Lincoln Park, Nov. 4. The Common Starling continues its increase in western Washington; a flock of 175 from South Bend, Willapa Bay, Nov. 11; several reports of various numbers from the Seattle area; a flock of over 100 immature birds from Blaine (LHK). Solitary Vireos were last recorded from Duncan, V. I., Sept. 14; one was singing north of Seattle, Sept. 19. There was one record of the Warbling Vireo, Victoria, Sept. 12.

Warblers, Blackbirds.—Orange-crowned Warblers were last seen at Duncan, V. I. Sept. 14; and Seattle, Sept. 22; Yellow Warblers, Duncan, V. I. Sept. 14; Harper, Sept. 16; south Seattle, Sept. 17; Black-throated Gray, south Seattle, Sept. 24 and Kingston, Sept. 30; Common Yellowthroats, Newport, Sept. 11, and Duncan, V. I. Sept. 14; Black-capped Warblers, south Seattle, Sept. 2; Copalis, Sept. 8; Victoria, Sept. 12. The Brown-headed Cowbird continues to spread in western Washington; Mrs. Kline at Blaine reported a flock of about 10 young at her place from Aug. 16-30.

Tanagers, Finches.—Western Tanagers were last reported from Bellevue, Sept. 8. No Evening Grosbeaks were reported. House Finches apparently have reached the Canadian border. In 1927 they were unknown west of the Cascades, except in extreme southern Oregon. Shortly thereafter they were reported as being established in Victoria, but there were no records from the intervening country, and it was thought that the colony in Victoria, which has a drier climate than western Washington, might be an offshoot from the race that occupies eastern 
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Washington. The species has gradually spread north through western Oregon and Washington, and has probably by now joined forces with the Vancouver Island birds. It is unfortunate that no subspecies determination has ever been made on these birds, as it is an interesting situation. Pine Grosbeaks were reported near sea level at Cape Flattery (RB, EB). Savannah Sparrows of the northern races were passing through western Washington during September (Copalis, Sept. 8-9; Bellevue, Sept. 13-20; Harper, Sept. 16); and were last recorded at Cape Flattery, Oct. 7. Slate-colored Juncos were reported at Blaine, one a banded bird, presumably the same one banded in 1954 and retaken in 1955 (LHK). Oregon Juncos have been extremely abundant in some areas; Mrs. Kline reported banding 219 since mid-March. Ransom, however, at Bellevue, complained that they were scarce. The only Chipping Sparrow reported was a bird still at Blaine at the end of the period. Puget Sound White-crowned Sparrows were last reported in south Seattle, Sept. 30. The "crown" sparrow migration was poor, with no White-crowns (Gambel's) being seen, and Golden-crowns being extremely scarce. Ransom had seen but one to the end of the period. Two immatures were recorded at Cape Flattery, Oct. 7. Fox Sparrows were not recorded by any observer up to the end of the period. Perhaps the excellent fall weather allowed these birds to migrate a higher elevations and not be recorded in the lowlands.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.


The Winter Season, 1956-57

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—West of the Continental Divide in the Region the first part of the winter was characterized by mild temperatures and little or no snow cover in the valleys. Mid-January brought the first sub-zero readings to Missoula and Libby, Mont., at which places below-zero temperatures were commonplace the remainder of the month. Minima of –33° and –31° on Jan. 26 and 27 were all-time records for Missoula. Snow began piling up in January and persisted through mid-February or later. At Libby the snow cover disappeared from the valley earlier than usual, being practically gone by mid-March. No reports other than Christmas Counts were available from east of the Divide in the Region. Hand remarked that at Missoula it was a poor winter for birds, with fewer species than usual, although the total number of individuals was probably well above average. Verner, conversely, noted a lack of large numbers in the Moscow, Idaho and Pullman, Wash. area, though most species normally present were there. The same appeared to be true for the Libby, Mont. area. Unless otherwise noted, observations at Missoula are by Ralph L. Hand; St. Ignatius, Mont., Earl and Lola Hiett; Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho and Pullman, Wash., Jared Verner; Spokane, Wash., Spokane Bird Club fide S. O. Stanley, and Libby, Mont., the editor. Records from other localities are from the Christmas Count.

Grebes and Herons.—The only winter records for the Red-necked Grebe for several years were obtained on the Spokane River near Spokane, Nov. 19 and Dec. 4 (LaFave). Single Horned and Eared Grebes showed up on the Christmas Counts at Great Falls, Mont. and Lewiston, Idaho. The latter locality produced 2 Western Grebes on the same count. Great Blue Herons wintered at Spokane, St. Ignatius, Mont., Baker, Oreg., and Lewiston.

Waterfowl.—A few Canada Geese wintered on the Little Spokane River. Mallards appeared to winter in smaller numbers than usual. This apparently was not because of any decrease in the general Mallard population, for the annual waterfowl count made jointly by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Washington state game department at the end of the hunting season gave a total more than 200,000 greater for all waterfowl than for the previous year. Of the 757,324 waterfowl counted, 433,000 were listed as Mallards (Spokane Chronicle, Feb. 27, 1957). Other species of wintering ducks were mainly in eastern Washington and northern Idaho. These included Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, 30 Pintails at Lewiston and one at Great Falls on Christmas Counts, Green-winged Teal, Shoveller (2 at Spokane, Dec. 29), Redhead (a few at Spokane, Lewiston and Great Falls on Christmas Count), "hundreds" of Ring-necked Ducks at Spokane, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Am. Golden-eye, Barrow's Golden-eye, Bufflehead, Old-squaw (1 on Christmas Count at Great Falls) and a Ruddy Duck at Bozeman, Dec. 29. Of special interest is a White-winged Scoter found dead on March 9 in the Four Lakes area near Spokane "still frozen, evidently there some time" (Hall and LaFave). A pair of rare Red-breasted Mergansers was seen in January on the Little Spokane River (M. Haggin).

Hawks and Eagles.—At least one Goshawk wintered in the Spokane area, where it was seen in January and February (Smedley, Nealy). Two were 
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noted at Baker, Oreg., as were 3 Marsh Hawks. Sharp-shinned, Cooper's, Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawks appeared to winter in about the usual numbers, mainly in eastern Washington and adjacent Idaho. Golden Eagles were noted at Sprague and Spokane, Wash. and Missoula. Up to 7 Bald Eagles at a time were seen in the Spokane area. LaFave found a Gyrfalcon at Sprague, Feb. 23, and he and Hall reported the Prairie Falcon at the same place in November.

Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—At least one bird of the Region got its picture in the newspaper. It was an Am. Coot, found huddled near a radiator at the top of the stairs in the Missoula city hall! How it got there, nobody knows. A few other coots wintered outside as they should, at Spokane and Lewiston. A few Killdeer wintered at Spokane, Moscow, Idaho and Libby, Mont. and may have wintered at several other stations. Spokane yielded all of the gull records. Besides a few Ring-billed Gulls, small flocks of the Herring Gull wintered there. The latter numbered 180 in February (LaFave, Hall) and a Glaucous-winged Gull again appeared, Feb. 9, on the Spokane River at the same place as last year (LaFave).

Doves and Owls.—Unusual winter records of Mourning Doves in the northern part of the Region were of single birds at Spokane in December and February (LaFave) and 2 at Libby, Dec. 27 and Feb. 27. Pygmy and Horned Owls were noted as usual, but the Long-eared Owl at Moscow in December and February was noteworthy (T. D. Burleigh) as were the records of the Short-eared at Reardan, Wash. in the same months (LaFave and Hall).

Woodpeckers and Larks.—Red-shafted Flickers, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers appeared in about the usual numbers. Several pairs of Pileated Woodpeckers were resident in the Spokane area. Horned Larks were noted at Missoula and Spokane during much of the winter.

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers.—Gray Jays were observed at higher elevations in the Spokane area (Hall) and in the valley at Libby. Steller's Jay appeared almost abundantly in the vicinity of St. Ignatius. The Common Raven was noted mostly around Libby, but also appeared at Moscow and Missoula. A Clark's Nutcracker at Billings, Mont., Dec. 23, was an unusual record. The species seemed much less common in Spokane and Missoula during the winter. Billings again turned in unusual records of 4 Mountain Chickadees, 3 Red-breasted Nuthatches and 2 Pygmy Nuthatches on the Christmas Count. Brown Creepers, though widely noted, seemed scarcer at Spokane and Libby.

Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—A few Am. Dippers appeared at Spokane, Libby, Missoula, St. Ignatius and Bozeman. Four Long-billed Marsh Wrens were still at Reardan, Wash. on Jan. 1 (LaFave). These birds were also noted at Spokane and Lewiston on the Christmas Count. Two Cañon Wrens were seen on Spokane's Christmas Count. Wintering Am. Robins were noted at Missoula and Spokane, and a few in the Moscow–Pullman area and at Libby. Varied Thrushes were unaccountably absent from Spokane during most of the winter. One was noted at Moscow, Dec. 23 (TDB). East of the Divide, Townsend's Solitaire seemed almost common, with the Christmas Counts showing 21 at Billings, 4 at Bozeman, 13 at Great Falls and 2 at Helena. A few were noted at Spokane, Missoula, and Baker, Oreg. Golden-crowned Kinglets appeared in smaller numbers than usual but one bird got as far east as Billings, Dec. 23. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet came regularly to a feeder in Spokane until Jan. 21, when the mercury dropped to –25° (V. Nealy, C. Smedley). Burleigh observed several of this species through Jan. 19 at Hatwai Creek near Lewiston.

Waxwings, Shrikes, Starling.—Bohemian Waxwings numbered into the thousands in Spokane, where they reached peak numbers in late December (early). At Missoula there were an estimated 3,000 to 5,000 at their peak in early January. Numbers at Libby were greatly decreased from last year; not over 300 were counted at any time. Wintering Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce. Hand identified 2 in a flock of Bohemians, Jan. 2, at Missoula. A few Gray Shrikes appeared at many localities. Starlings were reported from many stations, apparently wintering in small numbers. A huge flock reported at Sprague, Wash. in February probably was a migrant group.

Warblers, Blackbirds.—The first part of the title of this paragraph could well be "Warbler" for the season produced a single individual, a Townsend's Warbler, collected by Burleigh at Hatwai Creek, Nov. 24, a remarkable record. Western Meadowlarks were wintering as usual at Lewiston and 14 of the birds were still at Billings, Dec. 23. Several flocks of the Red-winged Blackbird were seen near St. Ignatius in late January and early February and apparently wintered there. The species also appeared at Billings, Lewiston and Rexburg, Idaho (200) late in December. Billings contributed another exceptional record of 10 Brewer's Blackbirds, Dec. 23. The only other record was of 5 at Rexburg, Dec. 31.

Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks occurred at most of the reporting localities. At Missoula, Hand found them "common and widely distributed," mostly in flocks of 6 to 30. At Spokane they were noted less frequently than usual, however. Cassin's Finch was described as very scarce during the winter at Spokane, and was not otherwise reported. A few House Finches were at Spokane and in the Moscow–Pullman area. Two were noted at Baker, Oreg., Dec. 30, on the Christmas Count. Pine Grosbeaks put in an appearance at a number of places, but in the largest numbers in western Montana (34 at Libby, Dec. 27). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were noted at Billings, Great Falls and Moscow (TDB). Common Redpolls were conspicuously absent at Spokane and Missoula. This erratic species was noted only twice in the Moscow area (TDB) but Libby had them occasionally throughout the winter in flocks up to 100. The usual small flocks of Pine Siskins spent the winter around Spokane but they were noted sparsely elsewhere: Billings had 76 on the Christmas Count and Moscow had one in a flock of about 200 Am. Goldfinches, Dec. 27. Am. Goldfinches also appeared at Baker, Rexburg and Spokane but not elsewhere, except for a vagrant flock of 15 at Missoula, March 
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10. Red Crossbills were plentiful around Moscow all winter (TDB) and put in an unexpected appearance at Billings, but elsewhere were scarce (Spokane) or totally unreported. A few Spotted Towhees appeared to winter at Moscow and Spaulding, Idaho (TDB). Several Slate-colored Juncos were at feeding stations in Spokane all winter, possibly more numerous than last year. They were also noted at Baker, Oreg., Moscow and Lewiston. Oregon Juncos seemed to winter mostly around Spokane, Missoula and Lewiston. Of interest was an Oregon Junco, banded the winter before, which again spent the winter with a companion at Libby. Am. Tree Sparrows appeared to be widely distributed. Billings led with 170 on the Christmas Count. About a dozen were noted at St. Ignatius, Feb. 4. White-crowned Sparrows were observed at Billings (6 on Dec. 23), Moscow (1 on Jan. 21, by Burleigh), 59 at Lewiston, Dec. 30 and 6 (Gambel's) near Ewan, Wash., Dec. 28 (Hall). A single White-throated Sparrow turned up at Moscow, Nov. 30 (TDB). Song Sparrows appeared to winter at practically every station reporting. Hand reported a Lapland Longspur, March 9, at Missoula. He believes that these birds are more likely to be overlooked than to be actually rare. He suggests looking for them in large, flat, prairie-like areas with Horned Larks or Water Pipits. Snow Buntings put in an appearance only at Libby, where they are rare, and near Spokane (A. Rettig) and Edwall, Wash. (Hall and LaFave).—THOMAS ROGERS, 1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont.


The Winter Season, 1956-57

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—It is with the greatest pleasure that this editor can include a report from Malheur in Eastern Oregon. This makes a full house of the great famous refuges in the Region: Klamath Basin, Malheur, and Bear River Marshes. Every birder who takes a. trip West should include these three. This report also covers Stillwater, a fine new improving refuge, in western Nevada. I am particularly indebted to the following four cooperative government biologists who have made a great deal of this report possible. They are Leroy Giles at Tulelake (Klamath), David Marshall at Malheur, Dale Sutherland at Stillwater, and William Reid at Bear River. Ken McLeod writes some political notes from Klamath Falls, and observes the news is singularly monotonous—the birds come and the birds go—but the land boomer remains with us still chiseling away at the Klamath–Tule National Wildlife Refuges. There is a move on foot via the Oregon legislature and Congress to allow homesteading on 6,000 acres of the Lower Refuge which would, of course, destroy it. Another move would force homesteading in Tule Lake Refuge. The Audubon Conservation movement has a long way to go in the western states. However, there are signs of some progress. The Wyoming legislature recently took the Mourning Dove off the game-bird list and made it a protected songbird. In the Great Basin, which comprises the southeastern two-thirds of Oregon, Nevada, southern Idaho, and the western half of Utah, the spring migration gets under way in February with the waterfowl, and much of it is over by April 1. In the Central Rockies it is still winter by April 1 and this winter began in that area toward the end of March. The Great Basin is famous for its large spectacular waterfowl concentrations, while the Central Rockies area has virtually no waterfowl except in the San Luis Basin in southern Colorado. The weather this winter over most of the Region was cold at times but open, with very few storm systems coming in from the north. Therefore, it was extraordinarily dry. There were some good storms in November and early December but nothing after that until late March. Consequently, there were larger numbers of wintering birds in the Great Basin than usual. Spring migration was delayed. The weather made history in the Rockies of southwestern Colorado where Mrs. Crews, the hummingbird lady at Hotchkiss, reported 26 snows from November to April, unheard of previously. Farther south at Durango, Oppie Reames reported precipitation above normal with almost as much in the first 3 months of 1957 as in all 1956. In the nearby mountains record-breaking snows stalled trains and subsequent avalanches killed motorists. Neither observer recorded any unusual effect on birdlife, however.

Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan is being spread out to some of its former range and there are now 18 transplants from Red Rock Lakes, Montana, at Malheur. Ernest Greenwalt reported 32 Trumpeters wintering on the open waters of the National Elk Refuge at Jackson, Wyo. Last year there were 33. Previously these birds had steadily increased but last year they had a poor breeding season in the Jackson Hole–Grand Teton–Yellowstone area. These birds remain the easiest for the tourist to observe in America, being visible in the Refuge from the highway just north of the town of Jackson. The Whistling Swan is either up in numbers or the open winter encouraged it to stay in this Region the whole winter. The bird doesn't winter at Malheur in numbers but there were 9,000 there on Dec. 2 and by March 26 5,800 had returned. At Klamath 6,600 wintered, the highest wintering figure on record, while farther south at Stillwater in Western Nevada, there were 12,700 on the winter inventory of Jan. 2 which is more than double the previous high figure. Bear River had another new high of 8,200 on Dec. 4.

Geese.—There were 100,000 Snow Geese at Malheur 
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in the spring migration. Klamath's high for the period was 92,000 going south, Dec. 3, and they were still building up by April 1. Stillwater is less used by Snow Geese. The peak of the spring migration there was 3,200 on March 4. Bear River is in a similar situation with a peak of 2,500 on March 19. There were 100 Ross's Geese at Malheur, March 26. Leroy Giles reports, "most of the Ross's Geese migrate through the Klamath Basin from their wintering grounds at Merced in the San Joaquin valley of California. The high count for Klamath was 6,900 in early November, 1955. The Ross's Goose cannot be considered rare but its status is precarious. The bird is not as wary as the Snow Goose and is, therefore, more vulnerable to hunting." Two Black Brant were shot on the Klamath River just below Klamath Falls on Dec. 11 (Russell Pengelly). This bird is rare inland.

Ducks.—The most common duck in the Great Basin remains the Pintail, with 510,000 in the Klamath Basin, Dec. 3, the tail end of the fall migration. Spring migration peaks were 210,000 at Bear River, March 19; 170,000 at Malheur, March 26; and 113,000, Feb. 19 at Klamath (a low figure). For those who like figures, duck concentrations follow in the order of Klamath, Malheur, and Bear River. All are peak concentrations: Mallard, 151,000 (Dec.), 20,000 (March), 14,500 (March); Gadwall, 7,000 (Dec.), not reported, 18,000 (March); Widgeon, 36,000 (Dec.), 20,000 (March), 24,000 (March); Green-winged Teal, 5,500 (Dec.), not reported, 56,000 (March); Shoveller, 11,500 (Dec.), not reported, 4,000 (March); Redhead, 360 (Feb.), not reported, 63,000 (March); Canvas-back, 11,000 (Dec.), 45,000 (March), 17,000 (March), Stillwater had 10,000 in March which is better than double any previous concentration there; Lesser Scaup, 9,400 (March), not reported, 16,000 (March); Bufflehead, 1,650 (March), not reported, 450 (Feb.); Ruddy, 34,100 (March), not reported, 3,800 (March). The high count on Mallards goes to the group (Mrs. Shaw, et al.) who visited the Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho on the census, Jan. 1. They found 175,000. Some 25,000 Mallards wintered at Monte Vista Refuge in southern central Colorado (Bryant). This refuge is steadily growing and the diving duck population is starting to increase. At Monte Vista, although there were abnormally heavy snows in the nearby mountains, it was a generally mild winter in the valley and suitable for wintering waterfowl. Rare duck reports included 52 Hooded Mergansers wintering at Klamath. A Hooded Merganser also was found at Durango in southwestern Colorado, Dec. 26, on the Animas River (Oppie Reames)—the first record for that region. There was a Wood Duck at Malheur.

Hawks.—Probably owing to the mild weather there was a good flight of eagles. Bear River reported a tremendous concentration with a high of 120 Bald and 24 Golden Eagles on March 3 for a new high count. As one moves east to the central Wyoming flyway the percentage of Golden increases so that this species is in the majority but there are no great concentrating points such as wildlife refuges. There were 77 Bald Eagles reported from Klamath Refuge where the high record was 101 three years ago. There were only 8 Golden Eagles at Klamath. Monte Vista Refuge in south central Colorado had 8 Golden and 7 Bald Eagles almost all winter (Charles Bryant). There were 24 Red-tailed Hawks and 43 Rough-legged Hawks on Jan. 30 at Klamath, a new high concentration for these species. Monte Vista had 2 Peregrine Falcons through February and March. Another was reported by Laun at Laramie in southeastern Wyoming.

Grouse, Turkeys.—Ernest Greenwalt at the National Elk Refuge in Jackson, Wyo. had 3 Ruffed Grouse feeding at his kitchen door. Nine Turkeys were found at Sybille Canyon in the Laramie Mountains in eastern Wyoming, March 9 (Laun), further emphasizing the spread of these birds in Wyoming. Mrs. Waltman reported them near Sheridan in the Big Horn Mountains. They are now found at lower altitudes in all the mountain ranges of the eastern half of the state: namely Big Horn, Black Hills, Laramie Mountains, and Snowy Range, but are still local in these large areas.

Cranes.—Monte Vista in southern Colorado had the highest count of Sandhill Cranes in this Region. The peak of the migration was early and poor although there were many more in the surrounding San Luis Basin. Bryant reports the top at 480, March 3.

Gulls.—Lockerbie reports 4 Herring Gulls wintering at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake near the city of that name. This is unusual.

Owls.—The large waterfowl refuges with extensive marsh and grassland are ideal for the Short-eared Owl. Bear River reported 13 and Klamath, 8.

Nuthatches through Starlings.—Mrs. McIntyre at Devils Tower in the Black Hills of Wyoming maintains a large-scale feeding station for the birds. This winter she managed to get a Red-breasted Nuthatch to feed out of her hand. There was a Bushtit west of Denver, Dec. 29, at Red Rocks Park—a bird identified in the Denver region only twice in the last 3 years (Thatcher). On Dec. 27 a Brown Thrasher was found feeding on Russian Olives in Rawlins in south central Wyoming, just off the Red Desert (Lamberton). Anyone knowing Wyoming in the winter and Rawlins in particular, will know this bird was demented. The Bohemian Waxwing flight was above average this year with every reporter in Wyoming and northern Utah recording them in numbers. The southern-most were at Cheyenne (Mrs. Hanesworth) where the flocks amounted to up to 100 at a time all winter. The mountain region of Colorado does not report them. Salt Lake reported them in flocks of 1,000. Reports from all over this Region record the steady increase of the Common Starling.

Orioles.—Mrs. Hanesworth reported finding a dead Bullock's Oriole, Dec. 26, at Cheyenne in the southeastern corner of Wyoming. The bird 2 weeks previously had been coming to her feeding station, but disappeared after a high wind. This is probably what happens to most late stragglers in this Region.

Finches.—Red Crossbills were as irregular as usual. 
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A small flock of 10 at Idaho Springs west of Denver on the Christmas Count was the only occurrence since June 1956 in an area where they should be common. A Common Redpoll was seen at Roosevelt in east central Utah south of the Uinta Mountains, Dec. 28 (Killpack). This is believed to be the first record for the Uinta Basin.

Sparrows.—Merlin Killpack, who bands birds at Roosevelt, added to the junco confusion by banding a cross between the Gray-headed and Pink-sided. It had a gray head with black at the posterior of the eyes, pink sides, and rusty back. He also caught a junco with a white throat and streaks on the side similar to the Song Sparrow. Many of us here in the West don't agree with making the Pink-sided a subspecies of the Oregon. We think we can tell a Pink-sided from the variations of the Oregon all the time, and in Wyoming, at least, only the Pink-sided breeds in the northwestern mountains of the state. We cannot agree with the taxonomists; they need more field experience. A White-throated Sparrow and a Fox Sparrow, both rare, were present high in the Rockies west of Denver at Georgetown, Dec. 29 (Ona Scudder). Mrs. Carman at Grand Junction in western Colorado banded a Harris's Sparrow, Dec. 15. There are scattered reports of Harris's Sparrows from Salt Lake, Roosevelt, and Casper, indicating this species occurs regularly throughout the Central Rocky Mountain Region, but is scarce. Mrs. Carman also banded a Spotted Towhee, Jan. 17.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Winter Season, 1956-57

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This winter has been another unfavorable one for birds especially in the Blaine–Bellingham–Victoria area. December was dry and mild; January was cold with considerable snow; February was cold, wet and windy; March was wet but calm. There were a few bright days scattered throughout; Theed Pearse from Comox said the winter had been abnormally sunny and calm there. At Blaine over 50 per cent of the days in December, January and February had temperatures below freezing, with snow and icing conditions. Some resident species, notably woodpeckers, Winter Wrens and Common Bushtits, have hit "rock bottom" this winter. The entire years of 1954 and 1955 were unfavorable for birds, and breeding success was very low. The excellent summer of 1956 did little to offset the losses of previous seasons, and this winter did little to help. Most conifers failed to produce seeds west of the Cascades, and fruit-bearing trees and shrubs failed to produce their usual quota of berries. Birds dependent upon these food sources were either scarce or in trouble, depending upon whether or not they attempted to winter. Mrs. Hall Schumacher, who for years has been caring for injured, sick and abandoned birds, has given me access to the records from which much of the following information has been derived. In 1954, 1955 and 1956 she received nestling birds that were weak, crippled, or otherwise subnormal. Many had plumage so poorly developed that they were never able to fly, even after being given an optimum diet. This occurred primarily in resident species and early migrants such as swallows and Rufous Hummingbirds. We believe that food supplies in the years 1954 to 1956 were inadequate, at least in quality, and lack of a good diet adversely affected the fertility of the survivors and the viability of their offspring. Nurserymen 
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said that 95 per cent of the flowering shrubs and trees were killed or badly damaged in the November freeze of 1955. Consequently, in late March and early April of 1956 large numbers of Rufous Hummingbirds starved to death in the Seattle area. This drastically reduced the population, and birds of this species were seldom seen during the summer. Nestings were few, and the young birds received by Mrs. Schumacher developed into weaklings, runts and birds with such poor feathering that they were never able to fly. This had never happened before in her experience, and, we feel, strengthens the evidence in support of the theory outlined above. Exact damage is difficult to assess, since we have no way of knowing what food elements are lacking, but, since marginal diets are known to have this effect upon domestic fowl it seems a logical result in the case of the wild birds so affected. Progressive habitat destruction, moreover, throughout the areas covered by regular observers is adding greatly to the difficulties of interpretation of data for this Region.

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Loons were scarce in the northern areas, normal in numbers in the Lower Sound. Grebes, beginning the winter in their usual numbers, began to decline in January, and by the end of the period all but Horned Grebes were scarce. This is probably the result of a movement out into waters where spawning herring were attracting tens of thousands of birds at about that time. Cormorants were in usual numbers, Great Blue Herons were more frequent than usual, and Green Herons were reported from Portland, Oreg. and Olympia, Wash.

Geese, Ducks.—Wintering Black Brant were considered scarce by all observers. State Game Department counts indicated that in Washington dabbling ducks were doing well, and Mallards were at an 8-year peak. Two European Widgeon were seen at Victoria, British Columbia, Dec. 29 (A. R. Davidson). Barrow's Golden-eyes were rare at Seattle, but over 100 were seen at Vancouver, B. C., March 30-31. Hooded and Am. Mergansers were down; Red-breasted were in their normal numbers. Other ducks were in usual numbers or above.

Hawks, Eagles.—Accipitrine hawks were more conspicuous than usual in western Washington. Buteonine and other hawks were in normal numbers. The Swainson's Hawk was reported from Eugene and Olympia Christmas Counts. The sight of at least 9 Bald Eagles at one time at Deception Pass, Skagit Co., Wash. on Feb. 10 (Robert Pyle) is encouraging. One Peregrine Falcon was studied closely at Westport, Wash. on Feb. 3 (RP) and 2 were seen at Victoria (ARD).

Shorebirds, Gulls, Alcids.—Killdeer were much below normal throughout the Region. One Ruddy Turnstone was recorded all winter at Victoria, where 35 Wilson's Snipe were counted on Dec. 28. One Greater Yellow-leg and 2 Hudsonian Curlews were reported from there during the winter. Some observers felt that both Red-backed Sandpipers and Sanderlings were scarcer than usual, but reliable observers reported the presence during January and February of both Least and Western Sandpipers, which winter in very small numbers, if at all, during most years. Other shorebirds were in usual numbers. Glaucous Gulls were recorded from Eugene on Dec. 30 and from Bellevue, east of Lake Washington, March 10 and 11 (Walter Hagenstein). This latter bird was found dead of aspergillosis on March 12 and brought to the Washington State Museum, one of the few authentic records for Washington State. No Western Gulls were reported; Bonaparte's Gulls were scarce. Other species were as usual. Alcids were in usual concentrations in more open waters.

Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons were few east of Lake Washington, but in more normal numbers in areas where madroña berries were plentiful. One Mourning Dove was reported on the Christmas Count. Screech Owls were apparently short of food and starving; 5 females in emaciated condition were brought to Mrs. Schumacher. One had been captured while killing chickens! Horned Owls were recorded much more frequently than usual near Seattle. Snowy Owls were reported from Olympia, and from Comox, B. C. Short-eared Owls were much scarcer than usual. Three injured and very thin Saw-whet Owls were brought to Mrs. Schumacher.

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers, Larks, Jays.—Kingfishers and all woodpeckers except flickers were very few. Horned Larks were reported from Comox and Victoria, where they apparently are resident. Steller's Jays were few, but an upswing in population in March suggests that they migrated rather than succumbed to the unfavorable winter.

Chickadees, Bushtits, Nuthatches.—Black-capped Chickadees held their own, but Chestnut-backed Chickadees were only about half their usual number. Bushtits in the Seattle area are almost rare, having suffered a steady decline in the last several years. These birds feed in gardens and low shrubbery where they are most vulnerable to indiscriminate use of DDT and other insecticides. Young in several nests of Common Bushtits abandoned by their parents have shown unmistakable symptoms of DDT poisoning and subsequently died, showing that the decline in this species may not be directly connected with the bad weather.

Creepers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—Brown Creepers and Bewick's Wrens appeared in normal numbers. Winter Wren populations are seriously reduced. Am. Robins were scarcer than usual in the northern part of the Region, including Seattle. Varied Thrushes were concentrated only in the cold area around Blaine and Bellingham, no doubt because of the icing conditions occurring there. Hermit Thrushes were very scarce. One Townsend's Solitaire was reported on the Seattle Christmas Count. Golden-crowned Kinglets were outnumbered by Ruby-crowned in some areas, indicating a serious decimation in the former species and a probable increase in the latter.

Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos, Warblers.—Single Bohemian Waxwings were reported by Pearse at Comox and by Hagenstein at Bellevue. Cedar Waxwings were present in large numbers in the madroña areas. When these berries were exhausted they began to suffer, and at least 7 emaciated birds were brought to Mrs. Schumacher; in addition she received many calls asking how to feed the starving birds. How widespread and severe this damage to the waxwing population may have been cannot be estimated. Gray Shrikes were reported regularly throughout the season. One Hutton's Vireo identified by a competent observer in Victoria on March 20 was the first record Davidson had heard of in many years. The usual number of Audubon's and Townsend's Warblers wintered from Seattle south.

Blackbirds, Finches.—Western Meadowlarks, Red-winged Blackbirds and Brewer's Blackbirds were present in their usual numbers. The Brown-headed Cowbird was seen regularly at a Portland, Oreg. feeding station. Evening Grosbeaks were recorded only once or twice. Purple Finches were scarce in the north but fairly common around Seattle. The House Finch has definitely established itself as a permanent resident as far north as Comox on Vancouver Island. Davidson at Victoria commented on the large numbers he had seen, and several observers reported seeing flocks up to 50 north of Seattle. Pine Siskins were almost entirely absent. Goldfinches were recorded more frequently than usual; this does not indicate an increase, because usually they are scattered among the large flocks of Pine Siskins and are not noticed. No crossbills were seen. Spotted Towhees, juncos, Golden-crowned and Song Sparrows were in normal numbers in most areas, although some observers in particular areas felt a lack of these species. An Am. Tree Sparrow was seen at Newport, near Bellevue, all winter. White-crowned Sparrows were reported as scarce. Since there is considerable doubt about the subspecific identity of the wintering White-crowns, it is gratifying to know that Mrs. Kline at Blaine trapped and banded the wintering bird in her area, and it proved to be gambelii. Fox Sparrows were above average at Comox but scarce elsewhere until February, when they began to come in, apparently in migration. Snow Buntings were first seen at Newport, Dec. 2, and last seen, Jan. 2. A few of this species seem to appear west of the Cascades each winter, but being widely scattered and few in number, they are not very often seen.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd Avenue, Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1957

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The stations reporting, all west of the Continental Divide, had quite similar weather during the spring, with a rather warm and decidedly dry April, although Missoula had the month cool at first. May was distinctly warmer than usual and was also much wetter. At Missoula and Libby most of the precipitation was crowded into a few days between the 19th and the 23rd, with over 2 inches of rain falling then. In spite of apparently similar weather conditions, the migration was considered a little later than usual at Missoula and the migration at Spokane was believed to be from 1 to 2 weeks late. However, at Libby, where winter snows linger the latest, the migration appeared to be about on time and a number of species had very early-arriving individuals. One wonders whether the differences are real or apparent, or whether the mild, mostly clear weather caused birds to slip by unnoticed at first. The season did produce an unusually large number of records of species rare for this Region. Ralph L. Hand has again reported for Missoula, Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Mont.; Stephen O. Stanley sent the report for the Spokane Bird Club for the Spokane, Wash., area; Jared Verner reported for the Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho area, and the editor, for Libby, Mont.

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans.—The Common Loon appeared at only 2 places, Kicking Horse Reservoir (2 birds) and the Four Lakes area near Spokane (1). Grebes, however, were widely noted, and included all 5 species occurring in the Region: Red-necked, Horned, Eared, Western and Pied-billed. The Eared was unusually common near Missoula, with a flock of 20 on May 14. A Horned Grebe at Libby, May 18, was the second spring record in 10 years' observing there by the writer. A rare event was the observing of a White Pelican, May 30, at Newman Lake, east of Spokane, Wash. (M. Burke).

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were migrating in March and early April at each locality reporting. Migrating flocks of Canada Geese were sparingly observed. The migrational peak at Spokane was in early April. Hand reported the (Lesser) Snow Goose as unusually common, with flocks of from 10 to 60 seen frequently between March 26 and April 10. Seventy-nine were counted at Lewiston, March 3. The duck migration was under way as usual in March, with the Mallard, Am. Widgeon and Pintail common as usual. Shovellers, numbering 600 at Lewiston, April 24, drew an exclamation from Verner. A few Barrow's Golden-eyes appeared at Spokane, and a male at Turnbull Refuge (JV). Hooded Mergansers were noted mainly at Missoula, with about 30 on April 12. A pair had put in its appearance, March 28, however.

Vultures and Hawks.—The Turkey Vulture arrived at Missoula, April 7, about a week later than last year. It was noted, April 13, near Spokane, by W. Hall and L. LaFave. Single adult Goshawks were seen at Missoula in March and early April. The earliest 
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record for the Red-tailed Hawk was March 22 at Libby. Several Swainson's were noted near Sprague, Wash., May 12. Wintering Rough-legged Hawks apparently left eastern Washington about mid-April (JV, SBC). Golden and Bald Eagles left the Spokane area in March but Verner noted an adult Golden at Lewiston, Feb. 27. The Prairie Falcon was observed near Reardan, Wash., May 26. No Pigeon Hawks were noted at Missoula after January or after March at Spokane, but at least one bird was around Libby in May. Arrival of Sparrow Hawks was late at Missoula and Spokane.

Cranes, Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—A fine group of 80 migrating Sandhill Cranes was observed near Sprague, Wash., April 13, by Hall and LaFave. Twelve were still there 10 days later (SOS). Am. Coot were migrating in peak numbers at Lewiston, April 17. A pair of Black-bellied Plovers in breeding plumage at Kicking Horse, May 24, gave Hand his first Montana record. A Ruddy Turnstone observed closely by W. Hall and L. LaFave at Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. May 26, is believed to be the first record for eastern Washington. Four Upland Sandpipers were seen east of Spokane at their usual nesting site, May 18 (WH). The Long-billed Curlew appeared first on April 13 at Sprague, where they seem to be increasing in numbers. A Willet was seen at Lewiston, May 1. A flock of over 100 Greater Yellow-legs was observed in a marsh at Four Lakes, Wash., April 14. A few of the Lesser were seen near Spokane and Missoula in early May. Baird's and Least Sandpipers appeared at Turnbull and Lewiston, and the latter species at Missoula. Fifty dowitchers were recorded at Reardan, Wash., May 12, and a few were at Kicking Horse, May 24. The Red-backed Sandpiper was reported for probably the first time in spring in eastern Washington, at Reardan, May 5 (Hall and LaFave), and at Cow Lake, Adams Co., May 26 (H & L). One was noted at Lewiston, May 1. Am. Avocets (14) were at Lewiston, April 24. Wilson's Phalarope first appeared at Reardan, May 5; 50 were noted there a week later. Two Northern Phalaropes were seen at Reardan, May 5, and 1 near Missoula, May 30. The latter was Hand's first spring record. About 100 gulls at Ninepipe, April 12, appeared to be mostly California Gulls, with some Ring-billed. Eleven Bonaparte's Gulls were identified near Missoula, May 14, and 1 was seen at Lewiston, April 24. Two Forster's Terns were seen at Ninepipe, May 24.

Doves, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Spokane's earliest Mourning Dove record was March 7 but the bulk of the birds arrived in May and later than usual. The Common Nighthawk appeared on schedule at Spokane, May 31, and at Libby, June 2, but had not yet been noted at Missoula on the latter date. The uncommon Vaux's Swift was noted (a pair) at Missoula, May 21. Rufous Hummingbirds at Spokane, April 28, were the first of this group to appear. The Black-chinned appeared there on May 26 and at Libby at about the same time.

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Lewis's Woodpecker appeared, May 2, at Missoula and the next day at Spokane (Hall). Hall and LaFave reported 15 migrating Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers at Spokane, April 20. A female Arctic Woodpecker was collected, May 4, on Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, Idaho and a pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers was seen twice in May near Mitten Mountain near Missoula. The rare White-headed Woodpecker was seen, May 2, near St. Maries, Idaho (A. Walker) and near Springdale, Wash., May 5 (LaFave). Western Kingbirds were arriving in early May. Verner found a Say's Phoebe at Lewiston, March 13. One showed up at Missoula, where they are rare, on April 19. Traill's Flycatcher was first noted, May 26, at Four Lakes, Wash., but not until June 2 at Missoula. The first Western Wood Pewees at Spokane were early (May 5); late at Libby (May 29).

Larks and Swallows.—Horned Larks were migrating between Feb. 28 and mid-March. Spokane had the first record of Violet-green Swallows, March 16. They had arrived at Libby by the 23rd (early). Tree Swallows were on schedule at Spokane (March 23) and at Libby (April 3) but late at Missoula (April 14). Cliff Swallows arrived late at both Spokane and Missoula.

Dipper, Wrens, Catbird, Thrushes.—Dippers were not noted in Missoula after April 22. House Wrens seemed about on schedule, with the first at Spokane, April 27. Catbirds arrived in late May as usual. Varied Thrushes appeared on March 9 (early) at Libby and seemed more common than usual. A single Hermit Thrush was observed in Spokane on May 5 again this year (SOS). The first Mountain Bluebirds arrived on the early date of Feb. 15 at Spokane but the main migration there and elsewhere was in early March. Townsend's Solitaire lingered in Missoula until April 14.

Kinglets and Pipits.—The Ruby-crowned Kinglet showed up at Spokane, April 7; at Libby, April 18, and at Missoula, April 19. Water Pipits were sparsely noted: 1 at Lewiston, May 8 (Wayne Klindworth), and a few at Missoula, the largest flock containing 20 birds. At Libby they were not observed at all.

Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos.—Bohemian Waxwings had left Libby about March 10 (Terry Lemon), and the last small flock was seen at Missoula, March 23. The few wintering Cedar Waxwings were not seen at Missoula after March 24. The species appeared to be scarce and late (May 26) at Spokane but seemed to be present in normal numbers at Libby, where they arrived on time, May 27. Spokane's last report of a shrike was on April 7. Hand noted a single adult, March 12 and 15, at close range, with breast vermiculations clearly visible. Warbling Vireos were early at both Spokane (April 20) and Libby (May 16).

Warblers.—Orange-crowned Warblers were arriving around the last of April or early May. The Nashville appeared about the same time. The Yellow Warbler was first noted at Libby, May 4, the earliest date in 10 years' observing. April 30, the arrival date at Spokane, was about normal. The Myrtle Warbler, rare in the Region, was noted, 
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April 7, near Spokane (Hall) and at Libby, May 4. Audubon's appeared first at Spokane, April 13, and elsewhere later in the month. Townsend's Warbler was noted migrating in May, beginning with an observation at Spokane on the 5th. The Northern Water-thrush appeared at the rather early date of May 18 at Libby and was not reported elsewhere. Black-capped Warblers were reported in small numbers from Sprague, Wash. only; ordinarily they are common migrants in that area. The Yellow-breasted Chat was noted only at Spokane, first on the early date of May 12. The Am. Redstart, ordinarily arriving during the 3rd week of May at Spokane, had not yet been noted by the end of the month. However, Hand found them at Missoula, May 19.

Meadowlark, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks were noted only at Missoula, May 26 and thereafter. Migration of the Western Meadowlark reached Spokane a little early, in late February. A Yellow-headed Blackbird near Colfax, Wash. was the earliest noted, on April 5 (JV). A Red-winged Blackbird on Feb. 27 was a new early date for Libby, based on 10 years observing by Rogers. Their arrival date (singing males) at Missoula was Feb. 28. The first females noted by Hand were a month later at Ninepipe. A flock estimated at 225 birds, including 2 females, was noted at Lewiston, March 20. Bullock's Oriole was noted to arrive at Missoula and Spokane on May 12, about a week earlier than last year. The earliest appearance of the Brown-headed Cowbird was May 5 at Spokane.

Tanagers and Finches.—Western Tanagers were rather early (May 16) at Libby but late at Spokane (May 12) and Missoula (May 28). Black-headed Grosbeaks, not noted before May 26, were seen at Missoula, Spokane and Libby. Evening Grosbeaks showed a large migrational movement. This took place in April rather than in March as is usual in Spokane. At Libby and Missoula the birds reached peak abundance in May. Cassin's Finch was about on schedule at Libby, arriving April 6, but none was noted until the 13th at Missoula and Spokane. The House Finch increased in numbers during April at Spokane. Pine Grosbeaks left Libby early (Feb. 9) and were not seen at Missoula after Feb. 27. Redpolls were not noted after Feb. 11 at Libby, when about a hundred were seen. Usually they linger until April. Wintering Pine Siskins at Spokane were augmented by an unusually large number of migrants in March. The species was very common at Missoula, arriving, April 3. The arrival date at Libby was the same. A few Red Crossbills were observed by Hand near Missoula, after nearly 2 years there without a record. Spokane and Libby also noted a few.

Sparrows.—A Spotted Towhee banded at Libby on March 12 was a new early record there. The birds first appeared on March 9 at Spokane, the usual time. A male at Missoula on March 19 was early. The Savannah Sparrow movement at Libby was most disappointing after the excellent migration of the previous year. A single bird was identified! At Spokane and Missoula they appeared on April 21. Of exceptional interest was a single Baird's Sparrow identified at close range, April 20, at Missoula by Hand. Lark Sparrows showed up at Spokane on May 12 (late) and at Missoula on May 16. The few wintering Slate-colored Juncos left Spokane in March. Oregon Juncos, common as usual, dispersed to nesting grounds in early April. Two Am. Tree Sparrows were noted at Missoula on March 7 but Verner saw his last of the winter, 3 birds, on April 3. Arrival dates for Chipping Sparrows were May 4 for Libby and May 6 for Missoula. Typical White-crowned Sparrows were observed at Missoula, May 3. The Gambel's race appeared to be less common than usual at Spokane and the migration at Libby was most disappointing, with an almost total lack of the species. This was somewhat compensated for by the rare treat of a male Harris's Sparrow there, first noted on Feb. 16, caught and banded the next day, and observed nearly every day until April 29, by which time it had acquired adult plumage. It sang much during the latter part of its stay. A Fox Sparrow in full song on March 16 was another early record at Libby. The previous earliest date was March 27. A Lapland Longspur was positively identified at Missoula, March 9. Several accompanying birds may have been the same species.—THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Montana.


Spring Migration, 1957

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general most of this Region enjoys two seasons, winter and summer. April and May this year seemed definitely to belong to winter. There were heavy snows until late May even in the valleys of the Rockies. There were 12 inches at Durango, May 20, and everywhere it was unusually cold and wet. Most estimates based on bird and plant life have our season at least two weeks behind time. For instance, Sydney Hyde, high up in western Colorado at Gunnison, reported a mixed flock of warblers (Audubon's, Black-capped, Virginia's, and Yellow) weeks late in town on May 30 (their normal haunts were still covered with 3 to 4 feet of snow). Normally, however, the late May migrants such as Western Wood Pewees and Common Nighthawks do not arrive in that area until after June 1 anyway. By the first of June large lakes like Lewis Lake on the Yellowstone Plateau in the Park were still frozen and there was 3 feet of hard-packed snow on the level in the woods. The spring count 
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of the Colorado Bird Club was postponed from May 11 to 18 but the results were very poor even so. The party to visit Echo Lake west of Denver in the Rockies found only snow and ice. However, in the western Great Basin the spring migration and nesting season seemed to be two weeks earlier than usual. This may depend more on water conditions than on climatic effects. At Stillwater in western Nevada, Dale Sutherland reports the late nesters such as Redhead, Cinnamon Teal and Ruddy had broods by late May.

Ibises.—The White-faced Ibis is remarkable because it wanders so little. Occurring in large numbers in the Salt Lake Region (950 at Bear River Marshes in May) the bird wanders eastward in small numbers into suitable Wyoming habitat. Eight birds showed up in Mormon Row in the Jackson Elk Refuge, May 8, a first record for the Refuge (Greenwalt).

Swans.—Ernest Greenwalt, the affable manager of the National Elk Refuge, who always has a latchstring out for visiting birders, reports a Trumpeter Swan has elected to nest beside the highway in the refuge in Jackson Hole just north of the town of Jackson, where she started May 20 on the top of a muskrat house. In nearby Yellowstone Park there are now at least a dozen nesting Trumpeters, but the chances of success in rearing cygnets are poor. There is an abundance of otter, bear and other predators and then there is the tendency of the swan to move overland from the small ponds of their nesting to other water before the young can fly (Beal, Park Naturalist). The Trumpeters outside the Park do better.

Geese and Ducks.—Canada Goose production at Bear River Marshes at the north end of the Great Salt Lake was 310 broods (Reid). Malheur in eastern Oregon appears to have the largest breeding population of the great refuges of the Basin, with 4,000 birds present. The waterfowl migration was sharply tapering off by the start of this season in the Great Basin and only breeding populations remained. From the abundance of water the results ought to be good. Rare ducks include 2 Wood Ducks at Malheur, April 15 (Marshall); and 2 at Klamath where the bird is more common on the Upper Lake (Giles). Thirty Red-breasted Mergansers were reported from Saratoga Lake in southern Wyoming, April 12 (Lamberton). Ring-necked Ducks were reported in small numbers from all over the Region. Charles Bryant at the Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado reports that Redhead, Lesser Scaup, and Am. Coot will be new breeders in that refuge, reflecting its steady growth. The Am. Widgeon nested for the first time at Klamath (Giles). Condon, the Yellowstone National Park Naturalist, had 7 pairs of Harlequin Ducks on the Yellowstone River just below the Lake in their customary spot, April 29. The Wyoming Audubon Society found them on June 1. By the third week of June the drakes would be gone. The drake Harlequin is one of the most spectacular sights in the bird world. Birders should plan to make trips West early enough to catch this bird before it leaves.

Turkeys.—The first mating period of the Turkeys at Mesa Verde in southwestern Colorado got rained out but it is hoped the second will be more successful (Pinkley).

Shorebirds.—A census of breeding Mountain Plover on the Laramie Plains in southern Wyoming showed about 6 nesting sites in mid-May (Laun and Warkley). A pair was also reported north of Rawlins, April 24 (Lamberton). This is about 150 miles west of Laramie. Another was found, May 24, just south of Cheyenne, 60 miles east of Laramie (Mrs. Hanesworth). It is believed the Laramie Plains, Green River Basin, and Big Horn Basin, all in Wyoming, represent the biggest breeding ground of the species in this Region, with occasional birds scattered all over the high plateau area. A Red-backed Sandpiper, a rare bird inland, turned up at Stillwater, April 29 (Sutherland). Black-bellied Plover were observed at Klamath, with a peak of 42, April 24 (Giles). These are ordinarily scarce inland.

Owls.—A Great Gray Owl has been reported regularly at Fort Klamath south of Crater Lake (Ken McLeod). There are believed to be about 5 breeding pairs in Yellowstone Park (Condon, Park Naturalist) but no nest is known along the accessible part of the Park at the moment. The California State Game and Fish Commission have been making a survey of Lower Klamath and Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin. They find the average number of eggs of the Short-eared Owl is 5 to 11 with a median of 8.5, whereas the literature reports 4-7 ordinarily. The number of mice in this area is on the upswing and there is a superabundance of food for the owls at the moment. It is interesting to speculate whether this is a natural effort at control. A peak of 70 birds, including young of the year, was observed at Klamath, May 23 (Giles).

Hummingbirds.—The hummers have been later than usual. Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa country of western Colorado, where apparently there are more hummers than anywhere else in the West and where great numbers of people feed them, didn't find any until May 2 when the first Black-chinned showed up.

Warblers.—Few unusual warblers were reported, probably owing to the season. The only one was an Am. Redstart in central Utah, May 30 (Lockerbie).

Finches.—Madge Funk had a Cardinal at Pine-dale, high in remote western Wyoming on April 25—a first record for that part of the state. A Blue Grosbeak, May 19, and an Indigo Bunting, May 30, near Saratoga Springs in central Utah were both great rarities (Lockerbie, Tainter, et al.). The bunting is the first record for the northern half of the state. There were 2 redpolls, May 18, in Cheyenne (Hanesworth) and on May 19 at Klamath Falls (McLeod). Both records are unusual for May and the occurrences were 1,000 miles apart. House and others had a Desert Sparrow on the Laramie Plains in southeastern Wyoming, May 19. This is a rare bird in that area.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.
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Spring Migration, 1957

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—March, April and May, which make up the spring migration season in this Region, were all favorable for migration. In general, excellent weather with few frontal passages, relatively mild temperatures and an unusual amount of fair weather contributed to make this season one of almost predictable regularity. The passage of the transient species, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Myrtle Warblers, (Gambel's) White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows, was mediocre; shorebirds left the ocean beaches of Grays Harbor early and migration was very disappointing. This should not be taken as an indication of a poor migration, but apparently the birds moved steadily northward, earlier than usual, and there were no adverse conditions to build up large concentrations of birds waiting out the bad weather.

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters.—The last Red-throated Loons were seen, March 30, at Blaine, Wash. Red-necked and Horned Grebes in breeding plumage were still present, May 12, at Port Townsend, Wash., and a flock of 50-100 Western Grebes east of this point in Admiralty Inlet was an unusual number for so late; but there were no later records. Frank Richardson noted numbers of Sooty Shearwaters, apparently the first of the season, in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, Wash. on June 1 or 2.

Waterfowl.—Black Brant became numerous about the Lower Sound near Seattle in early April. The last record was a number of fair-sized flocks near Port Townsend, May 12. Most "puddle ducks" except the omnipresent Mallards were gone by the end of March. The last Barrow's Golden-eye was seen at Vashon Island, Wash., April 14; the last Buffleheads, the same place and date; the last scaup, near Port Townsend, May 12. Five Am. Scoters and a few each of White-winged and Surf Scoters were noted between Seattle and Port Townsend, May 12. Ruddy Ducks were present on a lake at Port Townsend on the latter date.

Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—Observers at the Washington ocean beaches were very disappointed in the shorebird migration. Few of the larger species, or even the "peep" sandpipers, were noted. One Parasitic Jaeger was seen near Seattle, May 9, and one off Port Townsend, May 12. A California Gull in full breeding plumage at Birch Bay, March 30, was the first seen. Bonaparte's Gulls in full plumage were still present in small numbers on the Sound, May 12. One flock of about 12 and 5 other Heermann's Gulls were seen on May 12, an unusually early record for migrants of this species to be in our waters. Short-billed Gulls were all gone by May 12. A flock of about 12 Common Terns was seen also on May 12, the only record this spring.

Nighthawk, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The first Common Nighthawk was heard on June 1, but they did not become common in downtown Seattle until June 11. Vaux's Swifts were recorded at Bellevue, Wash., east of Seattle, May 17, but were scarcer than usual; and no Black Swifts were seen. Rufous Hummingbirds were first noted, March 14, but were not seen regularly until about April 14. They were almost rare in comparison with their usual numbers, a situation which was anticipated because of the previous spring and summer tragedy in this species.

Flycatchers, Swallows, Thrushes.—Traill's Flycatchers were late, not being recorded until June 8. All flycatchers but Hammond's and the Olive-sided were scarcer than usual. Hammond's, however, was very abundant during migration from May 12 to 30. Western Flycatchers were a week late and much scarcer than usual. Western Wood Pewees were not recorded by any observer. The first migrant Violet-green Swallows were at Bellevue, March 10. Many hundreds were seen between Seattle and the spur of the Cascade Range that reaches to Bellingham Bay south of the city of Bellingham, Wash., but none were observed north of this barrier on March 29-31. Four Tree Swallows were seen at Sequim Bay on the 
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north side of the Olympic Peninsula on Feb. 24 (Robert Pyle) an extremely early record. Barn Swallows were more numerous but Cliff Swallows were much scarcer than usual. Robins were migrating all through February and March. No Hermit Thrushes were reported and there were no reliable records of Olive-backed Thrush arrivals in western Washington. About 15 to 20 Townsend's Solitaires were seen, April 14, on Vashon Island, Wash.

Kinglets, Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets, which wintered in large numbers in western Washington, were not noted in large numbers in migration. The last Gray Shrike was seen near Bellevue, March 13. A pair of Common Starlings was seen at Blaine, March 30, and Crested Mynas were numerous at Vancouver, British Columbia, March 30-31, pairs being in evidence on TV antennas throughout the residential areas. Solitary Vireos arrived north of Seattle, April 16, and Warbling Vireos were very abundant on May 3.

Warblers, Cowbirds, Tanagers.—Most warblers arrived at their scheduled times; Orange-crowned, April 10; Black-throated Gray, April 26; Audubon's, March 23; Townsend's, May 12; Macgillivray's, May 12; Black-capped Warbler, May 3. Orange-crowned Warblers and Common Yellowthroats (April 21) were somewhat scarcer than usual. Yellow Warblers were late (May 11) but were more abundant than usual. One was heard singing at the summit of Stevens Pass in the Cascades at an elevation of 4,061 feet on June 1. Myrtle Warblers, transients, were recorded near Seattle, April 12, and there were two separate records for April 28. Brown-headed Cowbirds have become very numerous in western Washington the past 3 seasons. They were first seen near Tacoma, April 13, and were seen regularly thereafter. This may reflect a burgeoning of the population in general, since records from the east slope of the Cascades indicate them very abundant in the Arid Transition, where the editor has never seen any cowbirds whatever before this year. Our local population of small birds, many of the species having become established well here only in the past 50 years themselves, have had no contact with the cowbird before, and it remains to be seen how well their populations will adjust to this new factor in survival. Western Tanagers have recovered somewhat from their low of the last two years. They were first noted in West Seattle, May 8, and north of Seattle, May 10.

Fringillids.—Evening Grosbeaks staged a minor comeback after their 9 months' absence from western Washington. Their extreme abundance east of the Cascades this winter may indicate where our usual wintering population of this species went when the food supply here disappeared. House Finches were numerous everywhere in the lowlands. Pine Siskins were first seen on April 9 after their 9-months' absence, and were numerous from then on. The breeding brooksi Savannah Sparrows returned about March 25 to western Washington. The Am. Tree Sparrow that wintered near Bellevue was last seen, March 10. White-crowned Sparrows of the breeding pugetensis race were first noted at Protection Island off Port Townsend, March 26-27. The transient (and scarce winter resident) race gambelii was reported from April 28 to May 4. Golden-crowned Sparrows (also winter residents) were recorded in migration, April 28. The apparent scarcity of these latter birds, which usually migrate simultaneously, if not actually in company with each other, may be attributed to the excellent weather, which allowed them to continue their migration steadily northward. Moreover, they ordinarily sing chiefly during rainy weather, and unless their songs are heard they are often overlooked.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1957

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In contrast to the spring migration period just past, the breeding season brought few surprises. May and the first half of June in the Spokane, Wash. area were decidedly wet and appeared to delay nesting somewhat. At Missoula and Libby in western Montana the weather was, if anything, drier than normal, with wind velocities higher than usual. In general, summer in the Region was not marked by any prolonged periods of very hot weather, i.e., with maximums over ninety. No reports were available from east of the Continental Divide, however. Unless otherwise indicated, observations for Washington are by Stephen O. Stanley; for western Montana, Ralph L. Hand, except for Libby and Lincoln Counties, which are by the editor. More reports are urgently needed to make this account more truly representative of this very large Region.

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Several pairs of Western Grebes were carrying on their spectacular mating performance at Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont., April 24. At the refuge on July 30 at least 40 or 50, including many fully grown young, were present. Young Pied-billed Grebes about two-thirds grown were noted at Ninepipe on the same date. Fifty or 60 Double-crested Cormorants and 100 White Pelicans were observed in mid-June between Helena and Three Forks, Mont. (W. Hall). Fully grown young Great Blue Herons were noted at Missoula, July 28. One was so tame that it allowed itself to be approached within 30 feet. Am. Bitterns were reported sparingly at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake Co., Mont. and at Newman Lake and Saltese Marsh in the Spokane area.

Waterfowl.—A few Whistling Swans appeared in the Region during the period: 1 at Newman Lake, Wash., June 1 (A. Walker); 12 near Stratford, Grant Co., Wash., June 15, and 1 at Ewan, Wash., July 28 (L. LaFave). Well-grown young Blue-winged Teal were seen near Missoula and at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse late in July. A female Wood Duck with 6 small ducklings was seen at Missoula, June 23; 2 larger young were noted there the same day. Young of this species were noted there on July 28 also. Young of the Redhead were noted at Ninepipe, May 24 and July 30. A Lesser Scaup drake, probably a delayed migrant, was at Missoula, June 7. Hooded Mergansers were noted occasionally near Missoula and Victor, Mont. and on the Little Spokane River northwest of Spokane, and probably bred in these localities. A male and 2 female Red-breasted Mergansers, rare at any season around Spokane, were on the Spokane River, July 21.

Vultures and Hawks.—The Turkey Vulture colony near Missoula apparently had decreased, as not more than 7 birds were noted. In September, 1955, at least 14 were present. LaFave reported 2 immature Sharp-shinned Hawks at Kettle Falls, Wash., Aug. 6. The 
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tree-top nest of a pair of Golden Eagles was discovered in Glacier National Park by Mr. and Mrs. Max Edgar. The nest held 2 eaglets (Hungry Horse News, June 28, 1957). A single Prairie Falcon observation was made near Spokane, July 21. A Pigeon Hawk was seen over Libby repeatedly during the summer. A pair of Sparrow Hawks was at a nesting hole at Missoula on May 19.

Gallinaceous Birds.—The season produced one report of Richardson's Grouse, near Springdale, Wash. Ruffed Grouse appeared to be quite common along Big Creek in Ravalli County, Mont. Numerous broods were noted. Hand reported an attempt to hatch and raise Ruffed Grouse in captivity, using a bantam hen; of 12 eggs, 10 hatched. However, only 1 young grouse, nearly full-grown and apparently healthy, still survived by mid-August. Hand reported at least 2 broods of European Partridge at Missoula, the first on July 8, 14 small young on the wing.

Rails, Coots, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—An adult Sora at Kicking Horse, July 2, acted as if it had young nearby. One or 2 at Libby in late July were apparently post-breeding season wanderers. Well-grown young Am. Coot were noted at Ninepipe, July 30, and later. Killdeer appeared to be nesting at Missoula as early as April 18. Several nesting pairs of Long-billed Curlews were again noted near Sprague Lake, southwest of Spokane. A few nesting pairs of Upland Sandpipers were again noted in the Spokane Valley near Newman Lake in June (WH). Singles and pairs of Wilson's Phalaropes at Missoula in June and July probably nested there. Forster's and Black Terns were noted, July 30, at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse. Some immatures of the latter species were seen.

Doves, Owls.—Mourning Doves were reported as common to numerous at Missoula and Spokane. A Short-eared Owl was noted at Rockford, Wash., June 16, and one near Almira, Wash., July 7.

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—A Common Nighthawk was flushed from its two eggs on the outskirts of Missoula, June 29. Three Black Swifts were noted flying over Granite Lake in the Cabinet Mountains near Libby, July 2, and the same number was noted near Troy, Mont., Aug. 2. Vaux's Swift was seen occasionally at Missoula, Mt. Spokane and Northport, Wash. (LaFave). The White-throated was nesting commonly at Wenatchee, Wash. in July (LaFave). Hummingbirds nested commonly along the Little Spokane River, where a male Black-chinned remained until July 20 (V. Nealey, C. Smedley). The Rufous seemed scarce at Missoula and Libby but the Calliope was unusually common at Missoula; the last male was noted on July 25.

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—A young Belted Kingfisher with a pair of adults was noted at Libby in August (Charles Clough). Lewis's Woodpecker was noted nesting at Missoula and near Libby (CC). An adult and 2 immature Hairy Woodpeckers were seen at Missoula, July 28. A pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers was seen in upper Pattee Canyon 5 miles southeast of Missoula in May and June. The White-headed Woodpecker was once more observed near St. Marks, Idaho, June 16, at the same location as last year (SOS).

Flycatchers, Larks.—Hand followed the progress of an Eastern Kingbird nesting. The parent was noted brooding between July 6 and 17. A single young left the nest on July 25. No nesting activity of other flycatcher species was reported. Horned Larks, very common just south of Missoula, had the first young on the wing by May 5 (early) but a late brood not long out of the nest was seen on July 19.

Swallows.—Immature Tree Swallows were out of the nest as early as July 4 at Libby and a brood of Violet-greens had flown by the 11th. A small colony of Cliff Swallows appeared to be nesting in the vicinity of the Higgins Avenue Bridge in downtown Missoula.

Jays.—An adult and an immature Gray Jay were seen on Mt. Spokane on June 4 (LaFave). The Common Raven was seen regularly in the vicinity of Libby and a few Clark's Nutcrackers were noted in the Cabinet Mountains (CC, ED.).

Dipper, Wrens, Catbird.—The Am. Dipper was found nesting along a creek near Mt. Spokane, June 4, and an adult was feeding young on June 23 near Priest Lake, Idaho (SOS). Young House Wrens at Libby began leaving the nesting box on July 31. Winter Wrens were noted near Sandpoint, Idaho (T. Groh), along Big Creek, Ravalli Co., Mont. and along Cedar Creek in the Cabinets near Libby. A Rock Wren was reported near Spokane, June 7 (LaFave). Young Catbirds just out of the nest were noted at Missoula, July 27.

Thrushes.—The earliest reported young Am. Robins out of the nest were at Libby, May 13. Young of this species seemed less common than usual there. Varied Thrushes were noted in the Cabinet Mountains and near St. Maries, Idaho (SOS). Hermit Thrushes were observed on the upper slope of Mt. Sentinel at Missoula and in the Cabinets. A young Olive-backed Thrush recently out of the nest was seen at Big Creek, July 12. Mountain Bluebirds were much more common around Spokane than at Libby and Missoula; large flocks of adults and immatures were seen there early in August. Two young Western Bluebirds were noted near Spokane on Aug. 22 (En.). Hand observed Townsend's Solitaires on Mt. Sentinel and at Big Creek.

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were numerous in Spokane and noted commonly at Missoula and Libby. Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce in western Montana. An immature Loggerhead Shrike was observed on Aug. 11 near Deer Park, Wash.

Starlings, Vireos.—The Common Starling was reported as very common and nesting at Missoula and Spokane. Although not especially common at Libby, at least 2 broods were reared. Solitary, Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos were widely noted in the Region.

Warblers.—The Orange-crowned Warbler was singing in late May at Libby and was noted in late June near Missoula. The Nashville Warbler was noted at Missoula only as a May migrant and was not noted at Libby after June 1. Yellow Warblers, common as usual, had some young out of the nest in early July. Townsend's Warbler was noted at 
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several places in western Montana and eastern Washington at higher elevations. A nesting pair of Northern Water-thrushes was located at St. Marks, Idaho, June 16 (SOS) and another pair was observed repeatedly at Priest Lake, Idaho (V. Clough). The Black-capped Warbler seemed scarce in the Spokane area. Two males and a female, presumably migrants, were noted at Mt. Spokane on June 4 (LaFave). Hand reported one on Aug. 16 at Big Creek, Ravalli Co., Mont. and thinks it breeds there. Young Am. Redstarts were noted at Libby in early August (CC). The species seemed to be more plentiful there this year.

Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—A few nesting pairs of Bobolinks were noted near St. Maries, Idaho, on June 16 (SOS). Well-grown young Yellow-headed Blackbirds were seen at Ninepipe, July 30. Young Red-wings were first seen flying on June 18 at Missoula. A pair of Bullock's Orioles nested along the Little Spokane River (M. C. Haggin). Brewer's Blackbirds were feeding young at Missoula beginning on July 4. The (Bronzed) Purple Grackle was noted at Great Falls, June 12 (WH).

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks seemed rather common at Missoula until July 9, after which they were not seen. The species was scarce elsewhere. Lazuli Buntings were likewise common at Missoula, where a female was seen feeding young out of the nest on June 18. Evening Grosbeaks practically disappeared from the lowlands at Missoula and Libby during June and July, returning late in the latter month. Cassin's Finch was common in the reporting localities and immatures were observed in late July and early August at Spokane. Pine Siskins were common to abundant. Red Crossbills, although not abundant, were reported quite regularly from several areas, particularly western Montana.

Sparrows.—Young Spotted Towhees were seen at Libby in late June and early July. At Missoula young Vesper Sparrows were noted on the wing as early as June 24. Lark Sparrows were noted occasionally there. Oregon Juncos were apparently more numerous than in many years at Libby. From June 21 through Aug. 3, 27 immature birds had been banded, twice as many as in the best previous year for the period. A few immature Chipping Sparrows were out of the nest by mid-June at Libby (Charlie Decker, ED.). A few Fox Sparrows were reported around Spokane and Libby and at Logan Pass, Glacier National Park (WH). Young Song Sparrows shortly out of the nest were found at Missoula on July 10. An adult was noted carrying food at Libby on May 30.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1957

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Water, water everywhere and everybody is very happy. Even the Great Basin had water and breeding conditions were excellent. The only sour note came from the boom town of Durango in southwestern Colorado where they had much too much; the Animas River went on a rampage and birding was poor (Reames). Perhaps the most significant report in this quarter is the remarkable concentration of shorebirds at Bear River Marshes on the north end of Great Salt Lake. We have reports from the three great duck nurseries of the Great Basin; namely, Bear River, Malheur and Klamath. Production was prodigious. I am tremendously indebted to the three government biologists who made most of this report possible: Leroy Giles of the Klamath Basin (Tule Lake); David Marshall of Malheur in eastern Oregon; and William Reid of Bear River Marshes.

Grebes.—Leroy Giles in the Klamath Basin in south central Oregon reports the appearance of adult Horned Grebes in July on Upper Klamath Lake (2 on July 2, 10 on July 12) which is new for Oregon. The Red-necked Grebe nested on Upper Klamath-3 nests were found and 8 broods.

Swans.—The Trumpeter (mentioned in the previous report) that nested beside the highway in the National Elk Refuge just north of the town of Jackson lost her cygnet the first day (Greenwalt). However, the pair on the pond behind Jackson Lake Lodge raised 5 cygnets (Russell). 

Ducks and Geese.—The breeding season was good. At Bear River a new high for Redhead production occurred. The count was 140,750 on July 8 (this is their most common breeding species) but this figure included migrants as well. The high at Bear River for Pintail was 293,000 on Aug. 12 and 129,000 for Green-winged Teal on the same date. Many of these birds are migrants since there is an early influx of migrants as soon as the breeding season is over. Klamath Basin consists of Tule Lake, Lower Klamath, Upper Klamath and Clear Lake Refuges. In the Basin the duck production is going up on Lower Klamath and declining at Tule Lake. This probably lies in the fact that Lower Klamath was developed for waterfowl and offers the most attractive habitat (Giles). Tule Lake has gradually been reduced in size and now contains two more or less open sumps that are principally resting areas. And as years go by more and more nesting will be on Lower Klamath. The highlight of the Klamath season was the discovery of Am. Widgeon nesting (2 nests and 1 brood), which is the first actual record of their breeding. Production records at Klamath were: Canada Goose, 2,900, third year of production increase; Mallard, 14,810, unchanged; Gadwall, 14,250, 19 per cent increase; Pintail, 4,450, highest production on record; Cinnamon Teal, 3,715, a 
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decline; Shoveller, 2,086, unchanged; Redhead, 18,367, a decline; Canvas-back, 66, unchanged; Lesser Scaup, 3,255, highest production on record; Ruddy, 6,420, down; Am. Coot, 31,200 (breeding pairs were up but production was less). From Malheur (Marshall) we have a breeding population estimate, which is different from total production in Klamath and the peak concentrations which were mostly migrants at Bear River. Total concentrations at Malheur were 93,000 Am. Coot; 80,000 ducks; and 3,800 geese on July 17. Breeding populations: Canada Goose, 5,000; Mallard, 12,000; Gadwall, 7,000; Pintail, 1,500; Green-winged Teal, 800; Blue-winged Teal, 1,600 (very high); Cinnamon Teal, 11,000; Am. Widgeon, 1,800, in contrast to Bear River where none breed and Klamath where they found the first broods; Shoveller, 3,500; Redhead, 10,000; Canvas-back, 600; Lesser Scaup, 20; Ruddy, 1,300; merganser, 10; Am. Coot, 30,000. A Wood Duck was present at Malheur. Growing Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado reports a 30 per cent increase in duck nesting and the addition of two more breeding species—the Shoveller and Redhead (Bryant). New development there has been in marshes rather than using low meadow land.

Hawks.—A Goshawk's nest was found near the Arizona Creek Ranger Station in Teton National Park (House). In general, the hawks seem to be becoming steadily scarcer in the West.

Cranes.—The only large breeding concentration of Sandhills was reported from Malheur (Marshall) where there were 1,250. There are scattered pairs all over the Yellowstone–Grand Teton area.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shorebirds.—The fabulous concentrations of shorebirds at Bear River Marshes should be mentioned. They are the highest known in this Region. They follow: Willet, 2,460; Greater Yellow-legs, 2,200; Lesser Yellow-legs, 8000; Baird's Sandpiper, 20,000; dowitcher, 9,245; Western Sandpiper, 12,200; Marbled Godwit, 14,100; Am. Avocet, 12,935; Black-necked Stilt, 6,000; Wilson's Phalarope, 45,150; Northern Phalarope, 18,000. Most of these high concentrations were recorded from the last week of July to Aug. 12. Bear River had 275 Long-billed Curlews on June 24, while Malheur had a breeding population of 500. These concentrations are in sharp contrast to the scattered pairs that can be found breeding in favorable spots all over the Wyoming Plateau. Lockerbie reported the largest concentration of Wilson's Phalarope he ever saw at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake near Salt Lake City on July 24. Since Mr. Lockerbie has more experience in this Region than the rest of us, it must have been something special (¼ mile long and several hundred feet across). He did not estimate the numbers. 

Owls.—Condon reported 3 locations of reports of the Great Gray Owl this season from Yellowstone Park. This editor, on a back-packing trip, finally caught up with this bird on the Beckler River in a remote area of the southwestern part of the Park on Aug. 17. Lamberton had one near Rawlins in central southern Wyoming on Aug. 7 and found a young bird on Aug. 14 at a different spot. There is one on the north face of Casper Mountain (OKS) and one at Devils Tower in northeastern Wyoming.

Hummers.—A Calliope Hummingbird got into a car at the Jackson Hole Biological Research Station in Teton National Park (House). These birds probably occur regularly in this region but are rarely identified. Mrs. Crews on the mesa at Hotchkiss in western Colorado reported few hummers this summer. They consumed only one-half pint of syrup a day. We presume this was because of the wet season and the abundance of other food.

Woodpeckers.—The Arctic Woodpecker was seen at Devils Tower in the Black Hills on June 23 (Wyoming Aud. Soc.). Elsewhere over this state the Three-toed occurs except on the Yellowstone Plateau where there was a nest of the Arctic near Old Faithful (Condon).

Warblers.—There were few reports of unusual interest. In general, owing to the season, all nesting was late. Mrs. Lamberton had a Tennessee Warbler in Rawlins, Aug. 11.

Juncos.—Gleb Kasin reported on July 14 finding another nest in which the female was Pink-sided and the mate Gray-headed. This was on Majestic Peak in the Wasatch not far from Salt Lake City.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Nesting Season, 1957

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This appears to have been the most successful breeding season in several years. The weather has been mild with much cloud cover. The season began early with Am. Robins reported hatched the first week in April. There is an unconfirmed report of a single pair of robins nesting 5 times! Whether these were all successful was unreported. Unusual records are cited in the body of the report. However, some birds, particularly robins, were having difficulties not noted in earlier years. Nineteen juvenile robins, brought to Mrs. Schumacher with paralyzed feet, and several other apparently healthy 
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ones, succumbed in spite of all efforts to save them, and a Northwestern Crow taken from a nest in June proved to have such faulty bone structure that it would have been a helpless cripple had it been kept alive. Most of the area covered by this report was originally a dense evergreen forest, with only a few natural breaks and little edge. The original bird population of this area was thus made up almost entirely of species that favor heavy heavy timber or feed in the upper story of the forest. These conditions prevailed in northern western Washington until only 50 or 60 years ago. Consequently, the original bird population was relatively limited, and it has been only recently that a larger variety of small land birds have been able to colonize the opened areas as they became more favorable. A paper published by J. M. Edson, the pioneer ornithologist of the Bellingham Bay area in Whatcom County, Washington, in 1919, gives one a good idea of the changes that have taken place since this date. The Killdeer was "occasional . . . seen only in fall and winter"; the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, which, to my knowledge, has not been noted in western Washington for nearly 20 years, is described as an occasional summer resident; the magpie was "common . . . except in summer"; the Common Bushtit was a "rare summer resident." The Am. Goldfinch first appeared in 1908 in numbers. The latter two species are still expanding their ranges northward into Canada. In the past 10 years we have seen the House Finch, the Brown-headed Cowbird and the Mourning Dove irrupt through western Oregon and Washington. We have, during this same time, seen the Common Nighthawk become almost exclusively a bird of city roof-tops in the Puget Sound area and the Purple Martin almost disappear from all areas except the downtown business sections of the cities. Many other subtle changes in bird populations are going on around us constantly, and it is to be hoped that alert observers will take these seriously and document them for future reference.

Herons, Cormorants, Gulls.—A Great Blue heronry, visited on June 14, contained about 50 nests of half-grown young. No Green Heron nests were found, but at least one bird was seen regularly at Newport, near Bellevue, east of Lake Washington. Double-crested Cormorants were breeding in the San Juan Islands for the first time in several years, at two places. On July 13 no young were over a week old. Young Pelagic Cormorants at the same time were nearly grown and well covered with down and pinfeathers. On Protection Island, off Port Townsend, Glaucous-winged Gulls began laying about May 15. Nearly 900 banded there on July 20 were from about 1 to between 5 and 6 weeks old. Young California Gulls were showing up regularly by July 15 at the end of their westward migration from inland breeding grounds.

Alcids, Doves.—Young Pigeon Guillemots about a week old were found on Flower Island, in the San Juan Islands, July 14. On July 13 a Tufted Puffin nest was found to contain an incubated egg. Band-tailed Pigeons and Mourning Doves both appeared to have had a good season. There were large numbers of Band-tails feeding on elderberries in July and August, and 7 Mourning Doves were seen in one morning in July near Lake Washington.

Passerines.—As stated in the introduction, passerines enjoyed a very good breeding season. In July most species showed a notable number of juveniles and immatures about, and netting of Traill's Flycatchers resulted in the banding of about 25, all juveniles but one. Warblers, Western Tanagers, Am. Goldfinches, White-crowned and Savannah Sparrows showed very notable increases. The first authenticated nesting of the Common Starling occurred on Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine. A pair reared two broods, the first of 5, the second of 4, and one of the latter was taken for study by the Editor. Brown-headed Cowbirds were observed in many areas, and juveniles being fed by small birds were noted from the Portland area, about Seattle, Blaine, the San Juan Islands and Comox, Vancouver Island. Apparently this not-entirely-welcome icterid is now well established and multiplying. In early July a young Bullock's Oriole fell out of a nest at Issaquah, King County, about 8 miles east of Seattle toward the mountains. It is destined for the Woodland Park Zoo when it is in better plumage. House Finches were encountered breeding all over western Washington during the spring and summer; their residence seems to be well established. This favorable spring and summer season should have partly compensated for some of the poor seasons immediately past, and it is hoped that the residents that have "taken a beating" for the past several years may have had a chance to recoup some of their losses.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 West 53rd Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash.


End 1957
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