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Autumn Migration, 1954

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather was generally wetter than usual throughout the Region. 
    [image: ]
The last half of August was decidedly wet at Bend, Oreg.; at Missoula, Mont.; and at Libby, Mont.; where the August all-time precipitation record was broken. Temperatures were lower than normal at Bend, Missoula, and Libby during the fall. Spokane, Wash., and Bozeman, Mont., reported milder conditions than usual, with lower wind velocities than normal. October had the lowest minimum temperatures, which dropped to 17° on the 26th at Libby and to 11.5° on the 25th at Bend. November was generally mild, with much rain and fog, at Libby and Spokane. The last week of November brought some snow in western Montana, but at Libby and Spokane snow fell only in the mountains. The very wet summer at Libby produced an abundant fruit crop, particularly Mountain Ash, which provided much food for robins and waxwings. The abundance of this fruit in Spokane was apparently an important factor in keeping large numbers of robins there. Unless otherwise noted, all observations from Bend, Oreg., are those of A. I. Roest; from Missoula, Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs (Lake Co., Mont.) and Flathead L., R. L. Hand; from Spokane and Turnbull Migratory Wildfowl Refuge, Wash., Spokane Bird Club, and from Libby, Mont., the editor.

Loons, Grebes, Herons.—The only record for the Common Loon was of one at Three Forks, Mont., Nov. 14 (H. N. Metcalf). The Red-necked Grebe was observed a few miles east of Spokane, Nov. 7, and a Horned Grebe was noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10, A few Eared Grebes were noted at Ninepipe Reservoir on Aug. 18. Two Western Grebes were recorded at Turnbull, Oct. 10. The last record for the Great Blue Heron at Libby was Oct. 31, but at Missoula, Spokane and Bend they were noted (single birds) up to mid-November.

Waterfowl.—Canada Geese numbered around 2,500 on Oct. 10 at Turnbull (W. A. Rodgers, fide Spokane Bird Club). At Bend the heaviest migrations of these birds were observed between Oct. 10 and 30. A few White-fronted Geese were noted at Bend between Sept. 25 and Oct. 15, nearly 2 weeks earlier than in 1953. A single immature bird was reported shot near Frenchtown, just west of Missoula, on Oct. 10 (Lowell Adams, fide Hand). A flock of 200 Snow Geese (Lesser) was seen at Bend on Oct. 12. Am. Widgeon were widely reported. Ninepipe had at least 1000 on Sept. 2. They still lingered near Spokane on Nov. 7. The first migrants were noted at Bend on Sept. 8 (early). Pintail were reported on Oct. 10 at Missoula and Turnbull and migrated through Bend from Aug. 13 to Sept. 11. Green-winged Teal were reported quite plentiful at Missoula from mid-August until late in September and were still common at Ninepipe on Nov. 5. They passed through Bend on Oct. 12 (early). A few Blue-winged Teal were noted several times at Libby. Four were counted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Two Cinnamon Teal were seen at Spokane, Nov. 21, and 6 at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Shovellers occurred in large numbers at Ninepipe during August. A few were still at Turnbull, Oct. 10, and the species passed through Bend on Aug. 13. Latest record for Wood Ducks was on Sept. 26 at Missoula. This species was also noted in September at Libby and at Spokane, where 30 were seen, Sept. 12. Redheads passed through Bend, Aug. 30 to Sept. 5, and some were still at Spokane on Nov. 21. Lesser Scaup were still at Spokane on Nov. 7, although first migrants at Bend appeared Oct. 12 (early). A few Am. Golden-eyes were noted in western Montana (Flathead L., Libby) during November. Two male Barrow's Golden-eyes were seen on the Kootenai River at Libby, Nov. 7. Two Buffle-heads were seen on Seeley L., Missoula Co., Mont., Nov. 2 (K. D. Swan, fide Hand). Hooded Mergansers were reported as quite common from Aug. 22 to Sept. 26 at Missoula, where they breed. Am. Mergansers were reported at Libby, Sept. 6; Three Forks, Mont., Nov. 14 (Metcalf), and in the Spokane area, Sept. 12 and Nov. 7. An article in the Spokesman-Review (Spokane), Nov. 19, reports Hank A. Hansen, waterfowl biologist, as saying that not more than 25 per cent of the northern ducks had arrived yet at Spokane. It said that rather large flights arrived Nov. 10 and 11 and that the major share of the ducks in the area was at Turnbull because of hunting pressure.

Vultures and Hawks.—The colony of about 30 Turkey Vultures at Missoula was last seen on Sept. 19. One bird was shot on Sept. 5 near McGregor Lake, Flathead Co., Mont. (Forrest Weeks). At Bend they left on schedule, about Aug. 20, although a late bird was noted, Sept. 5, on McKenzie Pass northwest of Bend. A very light flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks was noticeable at Missoula between Sept. 6 and Oct. 30. At Bend they arrived about Oct. 25. Cooper's Hawks (single birds) were noted at Libby, Aug. 29, 31 and Sept. 11 and at Bend, Nov. 23. The Red-tailed Hawk was last reported at Spokane on Nov. 7. At Bend the species left around Sept. 25, although a straggler was noted on Nov. 21. The lone Rough-
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legged Hawk record was of one bird near Spokane, Oct. 24. The Bald Eagle was seen on Nov. 7 east of Spokane and on Oct. 10 at Turnbull. One or two Pigeon Hawks were noted in Missoula from Oct. 15 to 29, and a single bird, Nov. 19. They seem to follow the Bohemian Waxwing flight there (Hand). At Bend the birds were noted earlier than elsewhere, appearing from Aug. 3 to 28, probably young of the year from nests in the mountains (Roest). At Bend the local Sparrow Hawk population was gone by Sept. 11 but apparently a few more northern birds pass through later. This year these latter birds were noted from Nov. 5 to 20. Late dates for more northerly stations were: Libby, Oct. 2; Missoula, Sept. 26, and Spokane, Nov. 7.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Sharp-tailed Grouse were reported only from Spokane, where 3 were seen, Sept. 26. Merritt S. Webster recorded 25 Sage Grouse in the Snowy Range area east of Saratoga, Wyo., on Aug. 23. Two European Partridges were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10, as were California Quail. The latter species was also observed on Sept. 26 at Spokane. A few Ring-necked Pheasants were seen in the Spokane area. Most unusual was an albino male, seen near Spokane, Nov. 28 and again Dec. 5. Its eyes were pink, its legs, yellowish and the plumage was pure white except for a few faint flecks of tan in the wing (Earl W. Pettibone, S. O. Stanley).

Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Am. Coot appeared to be plentiful this fall. The first large influx of birds at Bend was detected about Sept. 25. Only a few pairs remain during the summer to breed, but they winter at Bend in numbers. Flocks of 50 to several hundred were on Flathead Lake, Nov. 3 and 5. At least 200 were noted on Wininger Slough near Kalispell, Mont., Oct. 27 (Ed.). At Spokane hundreds were noted, Sept. 12. They were still present on Nov. 7 a few miles east of the city. Killdeer had left Bend by Sept. 20, with a straggler on Nov. 21. At Missoula they remained common until Oct. 24, with small, scattered groups staying into November. At Libby a single bird was still present, Nov. 20. An early concentration of Wilson's Snipe was noted on Aug. 18 at Ninepipe, where on Sept. 2 only 3 birds were counted. At Missoula, a few late migrants were noted, Oct. 31. They appeared to be gone by mid-November. At Libby a moderate influx was noted in September. Eight birds which were noted on Nov. 26 (John Wilson, Ed.) probably will winter. At Libby Solitary Sandpipers were noted, in numbers up to 5, between July 29 and Sept. 2. They were commoner than usual at Missoula, appearing between Aug. 14 and Sept. 19. Two were observed at Cheney, Wash., on Oct. 10 (SB Club). Greater Yellow-legs migrated through Bend from July 10 to Sept. 11; Libby from Aug. 5 until Sept. 11, and Missoula from Aug. 22 to Sept. 19. They were rather common, Aug. 18 and Sept. 2, at Nine-pipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs (Lake Co., Mont.). Lesser Yellow-legs were fairly common there on the same dates. The only report of Pectoral Sandpipers was from Bend, Aug. 13. Baird's Sandpipers appeared at Libby, Aug. 11 to 14, and were seen at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, Aug. 18 and Sept. 2. The only Dowitcher record was from Missoula, where one was noted on Sept. 26. One or 2 Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen at Libby from Aug. 10 to 31. From Missoula, Hand reported, "Semipalmated and Western Sandpipers (both species believed to have been present, from close-up comparison of bill lengths) rather common, singles and small groups, Aug. 8 to 22." The Western was reported from Bend, July 11 and Aug. 13. Fifteen or 20 Northern Phalaropes were seen on •potholes in the Ninepipe area on Aug. 18 and Sept. 2. California Gulls were noted only at Turnbull, Oct. 10. A Franklin's Gull seen at Yellowstone Lake on Aug. 22 (Marvin Davis) is believed to be the first record for the Park.

Doves through Kingfishers.—Last dates for the Mourning Dove were: Bend, Sept. 20; Libby, Sept. 9 (John Wilson); Missoula area, Sept. 24, and Spokane, Sept. 12. A Black-billed Cuckoo at Ucross, just east of Buffalo, Wyo., on Aug. 17 was near the western limit for the species (MD). At Libby Common Nighthawks were flocking on Aug. 28 (60 birds) and were last seen, Sept. 10. Flocks of 35 and 20 on Aug. 23 and 24 in the area between Dubois and Douglas, Wyo., were evidently migrating (MD). At Bend they were extremely common until Sept. 9, after which they almost disappeared until Sept. 25, when a large number was seen again. The last date for Missoula was Sept. 19. Six Black Swifts were observed over Libby on July 31. Vaux's Swift was last seen at Missoula, Sept. 1; the Rufous Hummingbird, 2 days later. A Belted Kingfisher was noted on the Gallatin River between Belgrade and Manhattan, Mont., Nov. 14 (Metcalf). Three were seen at Spokane on Nov. 21.

Woodpeckers.—A few Red-shafted Flickers were noted regularly at Libby during the fall and should winter there. The species was reported at Spokane, Nov. 21. A single Pileated Woodpecker was reported from the Spokane area, Nov. 21. Lewis's Woodpeckers were reported as leaving much earlier at Bend than last year-Aug. 21 as against Oct. 4. At Libby the species was noted only as single birds; the last one, Sept. 6. Few were seen at Missoula after Sept. 6, although the last date was Oct. 24 (late). Hairy Woodpeckers arrived in Bend, Aug. 25 (early). In Libby they were noted only twice. Single birds were reported in the Spokane area throughout the fall. Downy Woodpeckers (1 or 2) appeared in the town area of Libby, Aug. 1. At Bend they appeared on Oct. 24 (late).

Flycatchers.—The Eastern Kingbird was not noted at Missoula after Aug. 29 but 4 birds appeared at Libby on Sept. 6 (late). The last date for Western Kingbirds was Aug. 22 at Missoula. Traill's Flycatcher was last seen at Missoula on Aug. 15. The last record of the Western Wood Pewee at Missoula was Sept. 1, while at Libby it was Sept. 2 (late).

Swallows.—Violet-green Swallows were last seen at Libby on Aug. 14. This seems to tie in with Roest's report: "Swallows began massing for migration, Aug. 15, when a very large group was seen near Camp Abbott, 20 miles south of Bend. . . .Barn, Cliff, Violet-green and Tree Swallows were noted." Last record of Tree Swallows at Missoula was July 27 (early), while at Libby an unusually late date was 
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noted, Aug. 18, this because of a late brood. A late Bank Swallow was noted at Spokane on Sept. 12. August 22 was the last date for Rough-winged Swallows at Missoula. Latest records for Barn Swallows were: Bend, Sept. 18; Spokane, Sept. 12, and Turnbull, Oct. 10. Cliff Swallows disappeared after Aug. 15 at Missoula. A flock of 153 was reported at Phillipsburg, Granite Co., Mont., on Aug. 16 (Mary Wible). At Bend the last date was Aug. 21.

Chickadees, Nuthatches.—The Black-capped Chickadee began moving into the town area of Libby the first of August. They were noted in small numbers at Spokane and Turnbull. Mountain Chickadees arrived in Bend about July 10, becoming common about Sept. 20. Four were at Turnbull on Oct. 10. At Libby these birds were noted at the edge of town on Aug. 19, Nov. 25 and 28. White-breasted Nuthatches were reported only from the Spokane area on Sept. 26 and Nov. 7 and at Turnbull on Oct. 10. The Red-breasted Nuthatch, on the other hand, was noted regularly at Spokane during the fall, at Turnbull, and at Libby, where the birds appeared in town on Aug. 19 and sparingly thereafter. Pygmy Nuthatches were recorded regularly in the Spokane area and at Turnbull on Oct. 10.

Dippers, Wrens, Catbirds.—The first Am. Dipper noted along the Kootenai River near Libby, where many winter, was seen, Oct. 17 (Ray Francom). One was noted singing, Nov. 20. Two were noted, Oct. 28, on Rattlesnake Creek at Missoula (Ed.) and 2 were seen at Spokane, Nov. 21. The House Wren was last noted at Libby on Sept. 2 and at Missoula, Sept. 26. Winter Wrens were singing near Spotted Bear, at the upper end of Hungry Horse dam reservoir, Flathead Co., Mont., Oct. 28 and 29 (Wilson). Two Long-billed Marsh Wrens were observed at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Catbirds were common at Missoula to Sept. 18, the date at which the last bird was seen at Libby.

Thrushes.—An outstanding event of the fall migration was the large number of Am. Robins in several areas. Large flocks of migrants arrived about mid-September in Bend, where they winter in large numbers and feed on juniper berries. At Libby peak numbers, although not large, were reached about the first of October (110 on Oct. 2). They remained in numbers later than usual, a flock of 16 being noted on Nov. 18. Numbers fell off at Missoula after Oct.    but large flocks appeared again, Nov. 11, and were still very common on Nov. 19. Spokane had, according to Stephen O. Stanley, an unusually large flight in November. Hundreds were recorded on Nov. 21 (SB Club). A single Varied Thrush was noted on Oct. 19 at both Libby (Wilson) and Bend. The birds were still fairly common on Oct. 28 and 29 near the upper end of Hungry Horse dam reservoir (Wilson). Western Bluebirds arrived at Bend, July 10, and were still around on Nov. 21. Ten were noted at Spokane, Sept. 12, and the same number at Turnbull, Oct. 10. At Libby, where the species is rare, 4 young birds, which had been banded in a nestbox and left the nest, July 17, were last seen on Aug. 18. Mountain Bluebirds were last seen at Missoula, Sept. 23, but were common near Helena and White Sulphur Springs the next day (Hand). Last record for Libby was a flock of 15 on Oct. 5. Thirty were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Last date for Bend was Oct. 15. The only report of Townsend's Solitaire was from Bend. Roest wrote: "(They) spend the winter here, and were first noted, Sept. 20, singing and chasing each other as they established their winter territories."

Waxwings.—It appeared to be a rather good year for Bohemian Waxwing flights, for a peak of around 700 was reached on Nov. 27 at Libby, after having arrived in some numbers, Nov. 7. Oddly, one bird arrived early, on Oct. 15, and accompanied a flock of Cedar Waxwings. Bohemians arrived at Bozeman, Nov. 17, and were very abundant the last week of the month (Metcalf). They reached Missoula on Nov. 19. A small flock or two of Cedar Waxwings still lingered at Missoula, Nov. 12. On Nov. 21, 20 were still at Spokane, where some wintered last year. At Libby the birds stayed later and in markedly larger numbers than usual, 80 being noted, Nov. 5 and 37, Nov. 13. The last record was Nov. 27.

Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—One Gray Shrike was reported at Bend, Nov. 21. One at Missoula, Nov. 11, and one near Spokane, Nov. 7, may also have been this species. A Loggerhead Shrike was noted near Missoula, Sept. 11; at Turnbull, Oct. 10, and near Spokane, Oct. 24. The Common Starling is becoming a very common summer resident at Missoula, and was common until the last record on Oct. 27. A large flock was noted near Helmville, Powell Co., Mont., and a smaller flock near Phillipsburg, both on Aug. 16 (Wible). At Libby a few birds were noted in early August and a migrant flock of about 180, Aug. 12. Last dates for vireos at Libby and Missoula, respectively, were: Solitary, Sept. 3 and Oct. 1 (late); Red-eyed, Sept. 12 (late) and Aug. 28, and Warbling, Aug. 5 and Aug. 15 (early).

Warblers.—A single Orange-crowned Warbler was reported at Spokane, Sept. 12. A Nashville Warbler seen at the Jackson Lake campground near Moran, Wyo., Aug. 17, is thought to be a new species for the Park (MSW). Last records for Yellow Warblers were: Libby, Aug. 29, and Missoula, Sept. 3. For Audubon's Warbler, Oct. 23 was the last date at Libby and Missoula and the only record at Bend. A few were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. At Libby the birds showed maximum movement in mid-September, 29 being noted on Sept. 18. The most unusual record of the season was of an immature Palm Warbler picked up dead at Libby, Oct. 5. The Northern Water-thrush was not noted after Aug. 18 at Libby or after Sept. 6 (late) at Missoula. Last records for Macgillivray's Warbler were: Libby, Aug. 31; Missoula, Sept. 9 (rather late), and Spokane, Sept. 12. No Common Yellowthroats were seen at Libby after Oct. 2, while at Missoula they were common to Oct. 1, and a female was seen, Nov. 11 (very late). Black-capped Warblers were noted only at Missoula, where migrants appeared from Aug. 22 to Sept. 12.

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—July 16 was the last record of the Brown-headed Cowbird at Missoula, but 2 juvenals were at Libby, Aug. 8, and one bird was noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Last dates for Western Tanager were: Libby and Spokane, Sept. 12, and 
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Missoula, Sept. 20.

Grosbeaks and Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks left Missoula, Aug. 25, although an immature male was noted, Sept. 21, far beyond the usual date. One bird was seen at Libby, Aug. 26, the only record all year. The Lazuli Bunting was not noted at Missoula after July 17 but stayed until Aug. 19 at Libby. Evening Grosbeaks appeared, July 24, at Libby and, Aug. 15, at Missoula, became common for a while, diminished in numbers and then increased again about mid-November. They were still very common at Missoula, Nov. 19, but only occasional at Libby the rest of the month. Spokane reported the species during November. House Finches left Bend by Sept. 11, but stayed on in eastern Washington until at least Nov. 21 (10 at Spokane). Redpolls arrived at Libby, Nov. 4, in small numbers. Pine Siskins showed a definite migratory movement at Libby during late August and early September, when a flock estimated at 400 was seen several times. Latest date was Oct. 23. At Missoula, the species was common until Oct. with small flocks still present, Nov. 12. Am. Goldfinches were still occasional at Missoula, Nov. 12, but last noted at Libby, Nov. 8. The last record for the Spokane area was Oct. 24. This year appeared to be a good one for Red Crossbills. Wible reported them in large numbers in Glacier National Park around the first of August, and also in the Swan River valley (Lake Co., Mont.). At Missoula, they were intermittent after mid-July. At Libby they occurred regularly in small numbers during August, then diminished until Oct. 9; a few reappeared late in November. An interesting record of a nest with young on Sept. 12 came from Spokane, where the species was recorded quite regularly.

Sparrows.—A migrating Spotted Towhee was seen in Libby, Sept. 6. Two were noted at Spokane, Sept. and one on Nov. 21. At Bend they were apparently migrating from Oct. 23 until Nov. 16, as several were seen during this period. A single Slate-colored Junco, rare in western Montana, was recorded, Oct. 30, at Missoula. Am. Tree Sparrows were reported only from Missoula, single birds on Nov. 5 and 7 and a flock of 8 or 10 on Nov. 14. Chipping Sparrows disappeared at Libby after Aug. 29 but were noted as late as Sept. 12 at Spokane, Sept. 26, at Missoula and Oct. 10 at Turnbull. Two Brewer's Sparrows were seen at Libby, Sept. 14, and one was banded on Sept. 18. Two White-throated Sparrows, rare in this area, were seen, Sept. 26, at Missoula. An apparent increase in numbers of Song Sparrows at Libby during late August and early September may have been due to a migratory movement, but a few birds were still noted quite regularly during November. Some individuals move into town for the winter. At Missoula, there was a noticeable migratory movement between Sept. 11 and Oct. 10. The species was noted in fair numbers during the fall at Spokane; 10 were noted on Nov. 21. A single bird was recorded at Bend, Oct. 16. Snow Buntings were noted only at Harrington, Wash., where 30 were seen on Nov. 25 (Stanley).—THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Mont.


Autumn Migration, 1954

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—This time we are happy to have a report from a new area, the Stillwater Wildlife Management Area, in operation for the past 5 years. This area uses irrigation run-off at the edge of Carson Sink in western Nevada. 
   [image: ]
The report by Chester R. Markley, the manager, is fine reading as the waterfowl population is steadily increasing with the year-to-year improvement in the area. However, the report of Vanez Wilson from the Bear River Refuge dominates this area. It remains one of the most remarkable refuges in the nation. Its only competitors in this Region are the Klamath Basin from which we have few details and Malheur from which we have never had a report. This Region continued drier and warmer than usual although the weather is local throughout this vast expanse of high mountains, valleys, plateaus, and deserts. Thus the Durango region of southwestern Colorado reported more moisture than usual. There were no great cold waves and the fall migration was by and large rather dull. The migration moved steadily rather than by fits and starts. The Region has such a variety of climates that a cold wave is rather local anyway.

Ibis, Waterfowl.—Beat River Refuge recorded 5,000 nesting White-faced Ibis on Aug. 8. The Trumpeter Swan continues on the increase in Grand Teton National Park where they can be easily seen. There is now a pair in a pond close to the beautiful new Jackson Lake Lodge. The pair on the Refuge just above Jackson brought off 4 cygnets this year, a record according to Carl Jepson, Park Naturalist at Moose. This Refuge continues the nation's finest place to observe these giant birds at close range since the highway goes next to their marsh. A high of 16 birds was found in the Grand Teton National Park this year. From Vanez Wilson at the Bear River Refuge comes a prodigious estimate of 17,000 Whistling Swans on Nov. 16 after a steady build-up. The records of swans from other parts of the Region east of Bear River are trifling by comparison; a small flock (8) at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming by Warkley on Oct. 29. One swan on Eight Mile Lake in southern Wyoming, Nov. 27, was reported by Hendricks. At the Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada the Whistling Swan is a wintering bird and 1,900 had turned up by Nov. 1. Bear River reported a maximum concentration of 5,700 Snow Geese on Nov. 1. In general the waterfowl migration was a little lower in number than in recent years at Bear River and the same is true at 
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Klamath. The White-fronted Goose is remarkable in that it deviates so little from its flyway. While thousands go through Klamath one bird showed up at Stillwater and one at Bear River—both rare records. Two Blue Geese were reported from Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin (R. S. Rodgers). The highest reported number of Canada Geese (2,700) came from Deer Flat Refuge in western Idaho on Nov. 10 (Mrs. H. E. Shaw). At Bear River the Green-winged Teal were at a maximum of 150,000 by late August and the Pintail population was 280,000 at its height in early October. By contrast, the maximum at Stillwater in Pintail, their most common duck, was 42,000 on Sept. 24. Other highs at Stillwater were Green-winged Teal, 19,600, Oct. 19; Gadwall, 16,200 on Nov. 1; Cinnamon Teal, 12,400, Aug. 18; Canvas-back, 4,500. The most common breeding duck was the Redhead, raising 5,600 young this year. The White-winged Scoter showed up this fall in unusual numbers. There were 8 at Bear River from Oct. 6 onward, and 32 at Lower Klamath (Rodgers). Mrs. Shaw reported 17 Wood Ducks on Oct. 17 near Nampa in western Idaho.

Hawks, Grouse.—Lockerbie had a Peregrine Falcon east of Ely, Nev. on Sept. 20. Evenden had another in the East Humboldt Range of eastern Nevada on Oct. 24. Bear River had 6 Bald Eagles on Nov. 16. Another was reported at Silver Lakes in the San Juan Mountains of southern Colorado in September (Skinkle). There was a new high of 133 Sage Hens in one alfalfa field on Aug. 29 in central Wyoming near Casper (O. K. Scott).

Cranes, Coots, Shorebirds.—Jepson reported 75 Sandhill Cranes in the Berry Creek area northwest of Jackson Lake in Grand Teton Park. Stillwater had a new record high of 80,000 Am. Coot, Sept. 24, and had new highs in several species of shorebirds: 10,000 Am. Avocets and 3,000 Black-necked Stilts in August. Bear River had 3,000 Dowitchers on Sept. 13. Lockerbie reported more Baird's Sandpipers than usual at Great Salt Lake, and in the same area Northern Phalaropes have been present in large numbers this fall and for a longer period of time.

Gulls, Owls.—An immature Sabine's Gull turned up in central Wyoming near Casper, Sept. 10 (OKS). Another was caught at Carbondale in western Colorado, Sept. 27, and another was seen in northwestern Colorado, Oct. 8 (R. Ryder). There are only scattered records of this bird in Colorado and Wyoming. The only unusual report of owls was a Barn Owl found at Paragonah, Utah, by Lockerbie, and one found in the Salt Lake City region (Dewy) in September. The Great Gray Owl was not found this fall at Grand Teton National Park headquarters, but was found in October down along the near-by Snake River by Oberhensley. Jepson reported both Long-eared and Saw-whet Owls in Grand Teton Park.

Doves, Goatsuckers.—A White-winged Dove was present at Casper, Wyo. frequenting a chicken yard during most of the month of November. This is an accidental wanderer, at least 1,000 miles out of place and the first record for the State (OKS). Fred Evenden of Sacramento reported a Poor-will on Route 40 on a telephone pole east of Emigrant Pass in eastern Nevada on Oct. 24, just west of a blizzard. He says he was cold sober. [Evenden or the Poor-will?—ED.]

Flycatchers through Thrushes.—A migrating Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen near Sinclair in southern Wyoming on Sept. 17 (Hendricks). The bird was found on its breeding grounds on Aug. 15 between the Green River Lakes in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming (OKS). Three were reported at Nampa, Idaho, on Aug. 9 (Mrs. Shaw) and 3 in the Salt Lake City region on Sept. 12. A Blue Jay at Georgetown in the Rockies west of Denver at 8,500 ft. on Oct. 28 was a very unusual record (O. Scudder). Stanford reported a concentration of 10,000 or more Am. Crows in Cache Valley in northern Utah, counted with a Veeder counter in early November. At Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern Colorado, Don Watson reported there was a better than average piñon crop so that many of the common species of birds there, such as Piñon Jays, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Mountain Chickadees, Chestnut-backed Bluebirds, and Pine Siskins, were much more abundant than usual. The Pygmy Nuthatch, ordinarily not common, became common. In nearby Durango the same was true for the Piñon Jay, which fed principally on grasshoppers in August and September, and for the Pygmy Nuthatch (Reames).

Waxwings, Starlings, Warblers.—Bohemian Waxwings came early this year: Nov. 1 at Sheridan, Wyo. (Myra Waltman). She reported all common birds until very late dates (about one month later than usual) at Sheridan and Am. Robins still present in large numbers on Dec. 1. As noted before, the Common Starling is steadily increasing in Utah (Killpack, Thorne) particularly in the Uinta Basin south of the Uinta Mountains. A Black-throated Blue Warbler was found, Oct. 3, at the Rawlins airport (Hendricks). Another one found at Central City in the Rockies west of Denver, Nov. 5, by Edwin Sherrard, a visitor from New Hampshire. Townsend's Warblers were seen several times in September in Rawlins (Hendricks): one at Genesee Mountain Park west of Denver, Sept. 6 (Thatcher). Lockerbie had one at Bear River Refuge Headquarters on Sept. 10. Oppie Reames had a large migration of Virginia's Warblers from late August to October at Durango.

Finches and Sparrows.—Merlin Killpack reported a flock of 400 Pine Grosbeaks, Oct. 24, at 9,000 ft. in the southwestern part of the Uinta Mountains of Utah. This is the greatest concentration reported in a long time. Six other observers had some scattered over the Region but only a few individuals each. Seven White-winged Crossbills, a wandering species unlike the Red Crossbill which is more constant in habitat, were seen in Rawlins, Nov. 9 (Hendricks); and one bird in Casper, Nov. 16 (OKS). Grace McIntyre at Devils Tower in northwestern Wyoming reported the absence of the usual Red Crossbills. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were first reported at lower altitudes, Oct. 4, in central Wyoming near Casper (Warkley). They showed up at Mesa Verde, Nov. 13 (Watson). 
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A Harris's Sparrow was found in November at a feeding station 8,500 feet up in the Rockies west of Denver at Georgetown. At a lower altitude the bird is a more regular winter visitant. It was first reported at Casper in Wyoming at 5,000 ft. on Nov. 21 (OKS).—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


Autumn Migration, 1954

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The August and September temperatures were slightly below normal, and there was much overcast. October was near normal, except that it was dry. November was much warmer than average and wetter with some high winds in the middle of the month. Southern Vancouver Island had more rain and fog than other parts of the Region. On Nov. 18, a freighter struck a rock off S. E. Vancouver Island, and lost its fuel oil. The oil spread for miles and eliminated about 80 per cent of the sea birds in the area. About 3,500 were shot by wildlife agents to prevent suffering. Davidson reported that Am. Widgeon and other surface-feeding ducks came through very well. A survey taken near the end of November indicated there were about 5,000 Am. Widgeon, 1,500 Mallards, 1,000 Am. Coots, 500 Pintails, 200 Green-winged Teal, 200 Shovellers and a few score

             [image: ]
Canvas-backs in the small lakes and flooded fields in and around Victoria. A similar tragedy occurred the following week near Bellingham, Wash., when a valve was left open while a tanker was unloading crude oil at a refinery. The oil was pumped into the Strait of Georgia for about an hour before the fault was discovered. Horned and Western Grebes suffered most in this instance. Some ducks were coated and had to be killed. Fortunately, Black Brant had not yet come in. Burton Lauckhart, Biologist for the Washington Department of Game, stated there had been no noticeable reduction of ducks coming to the Skagit and Snohomish County flats in Washington. Apparently the sea ducks suffered most. The height of migration of small land birds at Victoria occurred about Aug. 30. A flock of 150 to 200 
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birds, very low on account of heavy fog and rain, consisted of Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers, Western Wood Pewees, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Chickadees, Macgillivray’s and Orange-crowned Warblers, Western Tanagers, White-crowned and Savannah Sparrows, 40 Common Bushtits, and Am. Robins.

Loons through Herons.—Common Loons came to Victoria the first part of October (A. R. Davidson). A group of 20 at Blaine, Sept. 16, was an unusual number at one time (Lucile H. Kline). One was seen at Kingston, Kitsap Co., Wash., Oct. 3 (Seattle Audubon Society). Two groups of Arctic Loons (7 in all) were seen at Victoria, Oct. 3. Several Red-throated Loons were at Comox, Oct. 25; otherwise all loons were below normal (Theed Pearse). A few Red-necked Grebes were at Victoria, Sept. 19. Two were seen between Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8 (Zella M. Schultz). The first was seen at Blaine, Nov. 23. Both Horned and Eared Grebes came to Victoria, Sept. 2, and were common. There were 2 Horned Grebes at Blaine, Sept. 6: 37 on Oct. 19 (LHK); 3 at Seattle, Sept. 11; and 3 at Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., Sept. 24 (ZMS). Thousands of Western Grebes were at Comox, Oct. 25. They were common at Victoria, Sept. 29; the first were at Blaine, Sept. 16. There was a concentration of 100± at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS). Pied-billed Grebes were first seen at Victoria, Aug. 23. They are permanent residents on fresh water in the Puget Sound region. From Seattle to Point No Point, Admiralty Inlet, Wash., 51 Brandt's Cormorants were counted, Nov. 21 (ZMS). Pearse thought the form pelagicus had replaced resplendens at Comox. Sooty Shearwaters were seen off Port Angeles, Wash., Sept. 25; 2 were collected (Garrett Eddy). A White Pelican was seen at Blaine on Oct. 9 (very unusual, LHK). A Green Heron was seen clearly at the University marsh, Seattle, in mid-September (Vivian Thorne). A colony of Great Blue Herons was found on an island near Comox; otherwise there was only an occasional bird (R. Fryer, fide Pearse). At Blaine, a group of about 70 was noted, Sept. 26, after nesting, and may have been migrating birds, or birds that had come together after their usual post-nesting wandering.

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—A wounded Whistling Swan was brought to the lake near Longview, Wash., in early October. The bird was still there, Nov. 29 (A. B. Lintecum). One was at Green Lake, Seattle, Nov. 20 (SAS). A game protector said they had been coming through the Snohomish County flats the previous week; 5 had been shot by mistake, and some 25 hunters were arrested. Two swans stopped on Lake Washington, and 5 flew low over Garrett Eddy's house at Seattle. Two high-flying flocks (800±) of Canada Geese went over Victoria, Oct. 17 (J. O. Clay). At Blaine 51 of the larger race were noted, Oct. 10; the last was seen, Nov. 18. A smaller form (15) was there from Nov. 8 to 12. The first flight at Longview (200±) was noted, Oct. 15; 34 were still there, Nov. 29 (ABL). Mallards were acting as if paired at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 8 (ZMS). They were plentiful (139 counted) at Longview, Nov. 29. Am. Widgeons were at Victoria, Sept. 16 (ARD). Many (150±) were on Green Lake, Seattle, Sept. 11; about 300, Sept. 27, and 450, Oct. 8. Shovellers are late migrants on the west coast. The first was seen at Seattle, Sept. 27, and there were about 150 in the ship canal on Nov. 20 (ZMS). A Redhead (very occasional) was seen at Comox the end of August. Wood Ducks declined in numbers at Comox; a pair was seen on Whidbey Island, Wash., Oct. 8 (LHK). Greater Scaups were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 19, and at Blaine, Oct. 19, where there were 150±, Nov. 18. Lesser Scaup were noted at Blaine, Nov. 12. The two species separate fairly well in winter, the Greater on salt water and the Lesser on fresh water. There were about 2,000 molting White-winged Scoters in a flock at Comox in August, and at the end of the period ducks, mainly scoters, were present in the thousands (TP). It is difficult to plot the movement of White-winged and Surf Scoters in this Region, as a number of immatures and non-breeders remain on salt water throughout the year. Their numbers increased appreciably at Victoria about the end of September, and around Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8. Ruddy Ducks were reported in fairly large groups at Victoria, Sept. 20; Blaine, Oct. 15; Seattle, Sept. 11, where they increased three-fold by Sept. 27. The first Hooded Mergansers were seen at Victoria, Aug. 18; at Seattle, Sept. 11. They seem to have discovered Green Lake, at Seattle, as an attractive sanctuary. On Nov. 20, 12 to 15 pairs were courting (ZMS, SAS). The first Red-breasted Mergansers were at Victoria, Oct. 13. They seemed to be scarce in the middle Puget Sound area. From Seattle to Point No Point, Nov. 21, 25 were counted, and there were 12 along the S. W. Seattle shore, Nov. 6 (ZMS). The first Am. Merganser was seen at Victoria, Oct. 17; one at Blaine, Nov. 23. Of 25 to 30 on Green Lake, Nov. 20, all were apparently females.

Hawks, Eagles.—A Goshawk at Comox in October was early for migrants (R. M. Laing). Bald Eagles were still around a Comox aerie with 2 young at the end of the period; otherwise they were scarce (JS, fide TP). One was seen at Bellevue, Oct. 6 (Walter Hagenstein). Laing recorded the first nesting of the Golden Eagle on Vancouver Island, in the vicinity of Comox. There was a flight of 7 Marsh Hawks at Comox, Sept. 17 (TP). One was seen at Bellevue, Oct. 16 (Walter Hagenstein). A Peregrine Falcon at Comox, Sept. 17, looked very much like F. p. peregrinus (TP). Pigeon Hawks are either more numerous, or persons are reporting them more frequently. There was a juvenal at Comox, Sept. 17; one at Seattle, Sept. 11; and one at Longview for several days the first of October. Mrs. Kline had 4 Sparrow Hawks at her place near Blaine on Sept. 6, and 19 on Sept. 19.

Grouse.—There was a heavy kill of Blue Grouse in the Comox area; 5,000 were taken from logged-over land near Campbell R. Many were quite small, as the hunting season was advanced (TP).

Shorebirds.—One Ringed Plover was seen at Victoria, Sept. 5; and one, Sept. 16. Black-bellied Plovers seemed more numerous at Comox. The only 
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other waders showing increase there were Long-billed Dowitchers; Fryer saw a flock of about 100 (TP). Three Black-bellied Plovers (one in breeding plumage) were seen at Cape Flattery, Wash., Sept. 1 (VT). The first (7) were at Victoria, Nov. 4. Three Surf-birds came to Victoria, Aug. 2, increased to about 200, Aug. 27, and dwindled to 75, Sept. 14, with 4 Long-billed Dowitchers in the group. Also at Victoria, 8 Ruddy Turnstones were seen with some Black Turnstones, Aug. 2. There were 11 at Cape Flattery, Sept. 1; 15 at Harper, Sept. 24, and over 100 between Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8 (VT, ZMS). The first Black Turn-stones (18) came to Blaine, Oct. 12, with 30 on Nov. 2. There was a good flight of Wilson's Snipe at Comox; 50 were in one wet meadow, about 300 at another spot; 50 were shot (TP). Two Spotted Sandpipers were at Victoria, July 29, and the last, Nov. 3. A Solitary Sandpiper at Blaine, Aug. 16, was Mrs. Kline's only record. A Wandering Tattler was seen at Victoria, Aug. 2, and one on Aug. 31. A Willet (rare and irregular) was identified by Mrs. Kline at Samish Bay, Skagit Co., Wash., and Oct. 9. Three Rock Sandpipers were seen at Victoria on Nov. 3 only, and a Pectoral Sandpiper was seen on Sept. 13. The first small sandpipers, a mixed flock of 20 to 30, were back at Comox, July 11 (HML). They did not come through in their usual numbers. The first Red-backed Sandpipers were at Victoria and Blaine, Oct. 16. There were about 500 at Blaine, Oct. 29, and were last seen, Nov. 12. One was at Harper, Sept. 24. The rare Stilt Sandpiper was observed on Sept. 1 at Cape Flattery for 20 min. (VT). Western Sandpipers were back at Victoria, June 27; about 100 on July 1. They increased to 200 by July 4, and were gone by Sept. 16, except for one seen, Oct. 14 (ARD). The last Westerns (65) were at Blaine, Aug. 5. There were over 150 at Cape Flattery, Sept. 1; Western Sandpipers (15) and Northern Phalaropes (12) were at Harper, Sept. 24 (VT, ZMS). Eddy collected a Northern Phalarope on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Sept. 25, and a Red Phalarope on Oct 17.

Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—Parasitic Jaegers either were more common or observers were more conscious of them. Four were harassing Common Terns off a Seattle beach, Sept. 17 (VT). One was seen at Harper, Sept. 24; about 12 at Kingston, Oct. 3, and 3 between Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8. The larger species of gulls were few at Comox; not a hundred were seen, instead of the many hundreds usually flying out to roost. At Harper, Sept. 24, about 30 adult Glaucous-winged Gulls indicated a beginning migration. They came to the Seattle area in greater numbers from then on (ZMS). One juvenal Herring Gull was at the ship canal at Seattle, Aug. 28; 2 adults at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS); and Eddy collected one at Port Angeles, Sept. 25. Herring Gulls (both an Am. and Thayer's) were observed at Green Lake, Nov. 20 (ZMS). California Gulls were at Comox in unusual numbers, and stayed late; up to Oct. 26. There were many at the ship canal, Seattle, Aug. 28, mostly adults with few juvenals. At Harper many were traveling southeast, Sept. 24; at Kingston, Oct. 3, there were a number, also going southeast. There were still very many at the ship canal on Oct. 8; 300 were estimated on Nov. 21, and another 300 were seen between Seattle and Point No Point the same day. On Aug. 3 an injured juvenal Ring-billed Gull was picked up at Seattle. Adult Ring-bills (3) were at Green Lake, Oct 8. The first Short-billed Gulls at Harper were 4 adults, Sept. 24. On Oct. 3, about 24 were going southeast at Kingston. At the ship canal, Seattle, 400 were seen, and another 200 between that place and Point No Point on Nov. 21 (ZMS). Bonaparte's Gulls were first heard around Comox, July 20 (HML). The young showed up well, a large flock being seen, Oct. 25 (TP). At Blaine, 250 were seen, Aug. 10, the last on Oct. 16. From Seattle to Bainbridge Island, about 1500 were noted, Oct. 8. At the canal, over 300 were seen, Nov. 21, and another 400 between Seattle and Point No Point the same day. The uncommon Franklin's Gull was well studied with glasses at close range at Comox, Oct. 25. It was in winter plumage, but still showed some pink flush, and was with a large flock of Bonaparte's (TP). Three Heermann's Gulls were seen at Victoria, July 9; one at Kingston, Oct. 3; 5 between Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8; and 9 between Seattle and Point No Point, Nov. 2. A juvenal Black Tern was collected by Eddy off Point No Point, Sept. 5, possibly the third specimen for the west side.

Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—A flock of 30 Band-tailed Pigeons was at Comox, Oct. 25. They were gathering near Victoria the latter part of September; about 200 were noted, Sept. 22; and they were last seen, Oct. 3 (ARD). The last Band-tails (15) were seen at Blaine, Sept. 15. Mrs. Schultz believes they do not normally winter north of the latitude of Seattle. It was unusual to see 7 Mourning Doves at Comox on Oct. 25; 9 or 10 were seen elsewhere in the vicinity. They are usually rare, and then only one pair is seen (TP). One stayed at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine for a month and left on Sept. 4; they were seen at two other places in Whatcom County. A Saw-whet Owl about a month old was brought to Mrs. H. L. Schumacher in Seattle, Oct 3.

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Common Nighthawks were late in nesting and stayed late. One young about 12 days old was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, Aug. 6, and an injured bird of the year, Oct. 3. Common Nighthawks left Blaine, Sept. 5, and Tacoma, Wash., Sept. 7 (Louis Jezek, fide Boggs). At Victoria there were 2 Black Swifts, Aug. 17; and 6, Aug. 20. On Sept. 20, about 100 flew around Davidson's house for some time, and then headed south. They were accompanied by 4 Common Nighthawks. On Nov. 25, Davidson watched 2 Black Swifts over his house for an hour; temperature 54°, wind SW, intermittent sunshine and rain. The last Black Swift was seen at Blaine, Sept. 5. Six Vaux's Swifts were noted at Victoria, Aug. 15. J. O. Clay saw a Rufous Hummingbird at Victoria, Nov. 30. Most had gone by Sept. 4 (ARD). The last at Blaine was seen, Sept. 1, and one was at Longview for several days, ending Nov. 1.

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Last Traill's 
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Flycatchers (3) were seen at Blaine, Aug. 28. The last Olive-sided Flycatcher was at Victoria, Sept. 2; Western, Sept. 29; and Western Wood Pewee, Oct. 3. The only Horned Larks reported were a flock of 8 at Victoria, Oct. 5. Violet-green Swallows did not have a good year at Victoria; about 100 were gathering, Aug. 18; and 12 on Sept. 4 were the last seen. At Blaine the last were 5 immatures, Sept. 13. They left Longview, Sept. 20. There were 250 to 300 Barn Swallows at the S. Seattle tidal ponds, Sept. 11. The last seen in Seattle and at Longview were on Sept. 24. Some young Cliff Swallows were still in the nest at Blaine, Aug. 27; the local nesting group of about 250 left on Aug. 30, a bad, rainy day; one immature was seen, Sept. 5. Some Cliff Swallows were picking up mud at Longview in late summer. They have not been seen in that area before, but nest in numbers in cliffs at Cathlamet, 20 miles west. Purple Martins were last seen in Seattle, Sept. 12 (R & EB).

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Bushtits.—Both Laing and Pearse thought they saw a Black-capped Chickadee at Comox; this species has not been recorded there so far. The Chestnut-backed showed a slight increase. Common Bushtits were increasing at Comox; one flock of 40 was reported, and some others (D. Guthrie, fide Pearse). Red-breasted Nuthatches also showed a slight increase at Comox.

Thrushes.—There were many Am. Robins at Seattle, Oct. 8, apparently migrants. They were numerous at Longview in late September and early October. Varied Thrushes were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 19; at Blaine, Oct. 2; at Bellevue, Oct. 13; and at Seattle, Oct. 22. Hermit Thrushes were seen at Victoria between Sept. 16 and Oct. 3, in small numbers. Some reports at Seattle, Oct. 5 to 12, indicated a migration. Olive-backed Thrushes left Victoria, Sept. 2; Blaine, Sept. 6; and Seattle, Sept. 12. Western Bluebirds were seen at Victoria between Oct. 18 and 24, the largest flock was 26; a few winter. A Mountain Bluebird was seen at Victoria, Sept. 30, and one at Bellevue, Nov. 11.

Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were at Blaine, Oct. 2 (LHK), and at Kingston, Oct. 3) (SAS). Water Pipits came through Victoria in goodly numbers, the last being seen, Nov. 17. At Blaine the first pipits (19) came in, Sept. 1; increased to 75 on Sept. 12; and the last was seen, Oct. 16. Gray Shrikes were reported more commonly; one immature at Victoria, Nov. 16; one at Blaine, Oct. 7, 2 on Oct. 9; one at Bellevue, Oct. 16 (VT); one in West Seattle, Oct. 22 (ZMS).

Vireos, Warblers, Tanagers.—A Warbling Vireo was seen at Seattle, Sept. 12 (R & EB). The height of the warbler migration at Victoria was about Aug. 30. Orange-crowned Warblers were last at Blaine, Sept. 4; 2 or 3 were seen at Seattle, Sept. 11. There was a heavy flight of Yellow Warblers at Victoria, Sept. 11 (JOC). Mrs. Kline saw her last at Bellingham, Wash., Sept. 17; and a very late report for Seattle was on Sept. 21 (R & EB). Audubon's Warblers went through Victoria from Sept. 25 to Oct. 6, in flocks of 20 to 30, and were seen north of Seattle in considerable numbers, with other birds, Oct. 5. There was a movement at Longview the last of September to early October. Black-throated Gray Warblers were in the Seattle area from Sept. 11 to Oct. 3. Townsend's Warblers (16) were at Victoria, Oct. 1, and at Longview the last of September. They winter in small numbers from Seattle (at least) southward. The last Black-capped Warblers (3) were at Blaine, Sept. 1. The last Western Tanager was seen at Victoria, Sept. 14. A number were seen at Seattle, Sept. 11, in a definite movement of small land birds. 

Finches and Sparrows.—House Finches apparently are spreading on Vancouver Island. They were reported at Comox on several occasions by Fryer and Guthrie; one was seen by Pearse, Nov. 28. About 50 were in a garden at Victoria in mid-November (Mrs. Bell, fide ARD). An adult male and immature male were seen in South Seattle, Aug. 28 (ZMS). Only small flocks of Pine Siskins were seen at Comox, and Am. Goldfinches were down in numbers. There were many Am. Goldfinches around Seattle, Aug. 28; they were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 25; and at Blaine (30), Oct. 6. Savannah Sparrows were plentiful for a short time at Comox on migration. The migration was also good at Victoria, where the last were seen, Nov. 9. The nesting Savannah Sparrow (brooksi) leaves the Region in late August or early September. Later observations are no doubt of northern-nesting races (ZMS). The first Savannahs (3) were at Blaine, Oct. 4. There were many at the S. Seattle ponds, Sept. 11; and they were numerous at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS). One was seen at Green Lake, Seattle, Nov. 20 (SAS). Mrs. Kline banded a Slate-colored Junco at Blaine, Nov. 17. Hagenstein saw his Am. Tree Sparrow at Bellevue, Nov. 7. The last Chipping Sparrow was recorded at Victoria, Sept. 5. White-crowned Sparrows were few at Comox, and also at Blaine, where the last was seen, Oct. 31. The first migrant White-crown was noted at Victoria, Sept. 10. Many immatures were at Seattle, Sept. 11. The last was seen at Longview, Sept. 23. There were fewer Golden-crowned Sparrows than White-crowns at Comox (RF); a flock of Golden-crowns was around Fryer's house in November. The first migrant Golden-crown was noted at Victoria, Sept. 16. An immature was banded at Blaine, Sept. 24, but no more were seen. The last was at Seattle, Sept. 13, and at Bellevue, Oct. 10. There was a heavy flight of Fox Sparrows at Victoria, Sept. 16 (JOC). The first was seen at Bellevue, Sept. 21 (WH), and one was banded at North Seattle, Sept. 27 (ZMS). Lincoln's Sparrows were seen on 8 occasions at Victoria between Sept. 16 and Oct. 18, always in twos.-MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1954-55

PALOUSE–NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION—This past winter's weather was generally warmer and drier, with less snow, than usual, until late February and early March, when temperatures reached the lowest points of the winter. Libby, Mont., recorded –20° on March 5 and snow depth reached 15 inches. Blizzard conditions hit Great Falls, Mont., March 22, bringing 8 inches of snow and –6°. Lowest temperature in the Moscow, Idaho–Pullman, Wash. area was –5° on March 4. In spite of these severe late winter conditions, birdlife appeared to be not seriously affected. Bird populations were generally high throughout the winter. Noteworthy were the large numbers of robins, Bohemian Waxwings, Oregon Juncos and many fringillids. Unless noted otherwise, observations at Bend, Oreg., are by A. I. Roest; Fortine, Mont., Winton Weydemeyer; Great Falls, Thomas Walker; Lewiston and Moscow, Idaho, and Pullman, Wash., Jared Verner; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand ; Spokane, Wash., Spokane Bird Club, courtesy of Stephen O. Stanley and Libby, Mont., the editor.

Loons, Grebes, Herons.—One of the most unusual winter records was of an Arctic Loon which turned up on the Christmas Count at Sandpoint, Idaho. Three Western Grebes were noted on the same Sandpoint count. A few Pied-billed Grebes were reported from Bend, Oreg., and Spokane, Wash., being noted occasionally during December, January and March. Great Blue Herons wintered in several localities west of the Continental Divide. Twenty-six were seen on the Spokane Christmas Count.

Waterfowl.—Ducks and geese were in general more numerous than in previous winters. Canada Geese were recorded in hundreds and wintered as far north as Flathead Lake in western Montana. Spokane had the unusual number of 181 on the Christmas Count. A single White-fronted Goose was seen at Bend, Jan. 9. One Snow Goose appeared in a flock of Canadas at Lewiston, Idaho. Others were reported in the Flathead Lake area (fide Weydemeyer). Mallards apparently wintered in more than usual numbers throughout the Region. Verner recorded over 10,000 on the Lewiston Christmas Count. About 6 Gadwalls wintered on the Great Falls Game Preserve and one was noted near Spokane, Jan. 2. Am. Widgeon appeared to winter in fairly good numbers in several localities from Great Falls to Bend. A few Pintails were noted at Lewiston and Spokane in December and early January but apparently did not winter. They wintered in the Flathead Lake area, however, apparently in unusual numbers (Weydemeyer). Green-winged Teal wintered commonly in the Flathead and in very large numbers at Lewiston's irrigation reservoir. One wintered at Great Falls and 58 were counted on the Spokane Christmas Count. Wood Ducks were recorded only at Spokane, 7 on Jan. 2 and 1, March 27. Redheads 
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were present in moderate numbers as wintering birds, while Ring-necked Ducks were seen at Spokane, Bend, and Sandpoint. Fifty Canvas-backs were counted on the Spokane Christmas Count and a few appeared at Bend, while one wintered at Great Falls. Greater Scaup were reported only from Sandpoint (240 on Dec. 28), but the Lesser occurred at Spokane, Bend and Great Falls. Am. Golden-eye appeared to be plentiful in several places (573 at Spokane on Jan. 2) throughout the Region but a few Barrows were seen only at Spokane and Great Falls. Buffle-heads appeared at several localities in small numbers. Walker reported the first record of Old-squaw, a female of which wintered at Great Falls. Small numbers of Hooded and Am. Mergansers occurred throughout the Region.

Hawks.—Occasional Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were noted in western Montana, northern Idaho and eastern Washington. Scattered records of Goshawks came from several points throughout the Region. Red-tailed Hawks wintered around Moscow, Idaho, and Bend and probably at Spokane. A few Rough-legged Hawks were noted: one at Moscow, several singles at Fortine, Lincoln Co., Mont.; and commonly in Cascade County, Mont. Bald and Golden Eagles congregated as usual along McDonald Creek in Glacier National Park, Mont., to feed upon the thousands of landlocked sockeye salmon which die after spawning. Highest count for the two species was on Nov. 14, when Ranger Bruce Miller counted 82, perhaps 10 per cent of which were Golden Eagles (M. E. Beatty). Occasional Bald Eagles were seen at many points from Great Falls on the east to Bend in the west. Golden Eagles were reported less commonly from widely scattered points. A few Marsh Hawks wintered in the Region, particularly in the Moscow area. The Osprey was recorded on Spokane's Christmas Count for the first time and was not noted elsewhere. Pigeon Hawks were common at Great Falls but were seen (single birds) elsewhere only at Missoula and Moscow. A few Sparrow Hawks wintered in northern Idaho, eastern Washington and eastern Oregon. A Gyrfalcon was noted, Feb. 6 and March 11 near Great Falls.

Gallinaceous Birds.—A flock of 59 Sharp-tailed Grouse wintered near Great Falls. A few European Partridges were reported at Great Falls, Spokane and Missoula. Small numbers of California Quail were noted wintering in eastern Washington and northern Idaho; they were abundant at Lewiston. Ring-necked Pheasants were reported as relatively abundant in the Moscow-Pullman, Wash., area and extremely abundant at Lewiston. Other stations reported them in smaller numbers. Ruffed Grouse were, according to Hand, reported by the forest ranger at Missoula to be rather scarce but Weydemeyer reported about normal numbers at Fortine. Blue Grouse and Franklin's were likewise reported rather scarce at Missoula, and Franklin's and Richardson's, at Fortine in the mountains.

Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Coot appeared to winter in about normal numbers. The largest concentration was reported at Sandpoint (5,805 birds, Dec. 28). Killdeer appeared to winter in larger numbers than usual; low water and lack of snow apparently made more feeding areas available. Wilson's Snipe wintered in more than usual numbers at Libby and Fortine in western Montana but the situation seemed normal in other places, where a few birds were noted. A single Greater Yellow-legs was seen along the Snake River at Lewiston, Dec. 12. A Glaucous-winged Gull was reported at Great Falls, Jan. 1. A single California Gull was at Spokane, Jan. 2, while a few Ring-billed Gulls wintered at Spokane and Lewiston and probably at Sandpoint. A Sabine's Gull, reported too late for the fall account, was identified near Great Falls, Sept. 25.

Doves, Kingfishers, Owls—Mourning Doves wintered commonly along the Clearwater River, Idaho, above Lewiston, and also near Lewiston. Some birds lingered in northern areas far beyond their usual time. Five were still at Libby during the first week of January, feeding along the railway. One was at Bend, Jan. 21, a rather unusual record. Belted Kingfishers stayed late or wintered in small numbers at several points west of the Divide. Horned Owls were observed frequently near Great Falls, but described as unusually rare at Fortine. Numbers elsewhere appeared normal. Pygmy Owls seemed unusually scarce and were reported only from Fortine, sparingly. The mild winter may have kept them in the mountains. Two Short-eared Owls occurred at Moscow, Dec. 26. Richardson's Owl was noted at Fortine, where it is 'practically unknown. Saw-whet Owls were conspicuous by their absence at Fortine.

Woodpeckers.—Red-shafted Flickers wintered throughout the area, with the largest number, 165, being reported on Spokane's Christmas Count. This is unusually high. A very few Pileated Woodpeckers were noted: 3 at Fortine on the Christmas Count, and one at Spokane, March 13. Two Lewis's Woodpeckers lingered until Dec. 2 at Spokane (Stephen O. Stanley). Roest reported a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red-naped) at Bend, Dec. 28. Hairy Woodpeckers appeared to be about normal in numbers, except for Libby and Missoula, where they were scarce. Downy Woodpeckers likewise seemed to be about as common as usual and were reported from both sides of the Divide. Arctic and Three-toed Woodpeckers were unusually absent from the valley at Fortine but occurred in the mountains, possibly 'because of the spruce beetle food supply.

Larks, Jays and Crows.—Horned Larks were noted in small numbers at many localities in western Montana and eastern Washington. At Great Falls they were numerous. Gray Jays appeared to 'be in normal numbers around Fortine and Libby. Walker reported the first record of a Blue Jay at Great Falls, early last fall. Steller's Jay was reported, one bird, only from Spokane. Am. Magpies were reported commonly in about usual numbers west of the Divide and at Helena, Mont. (Christmas Count). Great Falls reported 3 on March 27. Common Ravens were fairly common in northwestern Montana from Missoula northward. Am. Crows wintered at Great Falls and Spokane. Clark's Nutcrackers apparently stayed in the mountains for the most part, as few were noted. The Piñon Jay wintered in normal numbers at Bend.
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Chickadees, Bushtits, Nuthatches.—Black-capped Chickadees appeared to be present in normal numbers on both sides of the Divide at most stations. Mountain Chickadees seemed to be at least as common as usual; 17 were counted at Helena on the Christmas Count. Bushtits were recorded at Bend. This extends their range nearly 100 miles northward. White-breasted Nuthatches occurred at several places west of the Divide, as far west as Bend. They were not nearly so common as the Red-breasted, however, which was unusually abundant at Fortine on the Christmas Count (66), and at Spokane (122) on the Count. They did not appear at Bend and were less common at Missoula and in Libby. The eastern Washington–northern Idaho–eastern Oregon area had Pygmy Nuthatches commonly.

Creeper, Dipper, Wrens, Mimic Thrushes.—Brown Creepers apparently were scarcer than usual except at Bend. One was noted at Great Falls, Feb. 20. At Missoula, none were noted after Dec. 24. Am. Dippers were scarcer than usual along the Kootenai River near Libby and Fortine. Three or 4 wintered at Missoula and one was seen, Dec. 23, at Great Falls. Winter Wrens were noted only at Spokane and near Libby (William Cole), 2 birds in each case. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were observed only at Lewiston (2) and Rexburg, Idaho (one on Christmas Count). Cañon Wrens were seen at Moscow (one bird) in late January and 2 were singing at Bend on March 25. A surprising record for this Region was that of a Mockingbird at Lewiston on Dec. 31.

Thrushes, Kinglets.—Am. Robins wintered in large numbers in the Region, especially at Spokane (3,811 on Christmas Count) and at Missoula. More birds wintered at Libby than usual and singles were seen occasionally at Fortine. A few wintered satisfactorily at Great Falls. Elsewhere they appeared to be present in about normal numbers. The Varied Thrush was unusually abundant in the Moscow-Pullman area all winter, and a number of birds wintered in Spokane (Stanley). A Hermit Thrush appeared at Moscow on Dec. 24. Western Bluebirds remained at Bend at least until Dec. 27. Townsend's Solitaires appeared sporadically at most points in the Region, even as far east as Great Falls. At Bend they were common, feeding on juniper berries. None were noted at Fortine, however, until after March 1. Golden-crowned Kinglets were noted less frequently in northwestern Montana from Missoula northward but were fairly common elsewhere west of the Divide. Spokane counted 124 at Christmas time.

Waxwings, Shrikes, Starling.—The past winter was a good one for Bohemian Waxwings. Over 3200 were seen on Spokane's Christmas Count. Large flocks reached Moscow and Pullman and as far south as Lewiston a small flock was seen. Great Falls had them in large numbers and Hand reported that by mid-December flocks of 1,000 or more were noted in several areas of concentration. The Rexburg, Idaho, Christmas Count included 1,000 of the birds. Gray Shrikes were reported occasionally from many points. One noted in December at Lewiston was a fairly unusual record. The Common Starling seems to be on the way to living up to its name in this Region. Verner reports that they seem to be on a steady and rapid increase in the Moscow-Pullman area. Spokane recorded them for the first time on the Christmas Count (3 birds) but had about 200 on Feb. 20. At Fortine they appear to be on the increase and at Libby about 15 apparently wintered. Only one was reported from Great Falls, however. Some wintered at Missoula and at Ronan, Mont. (Hand).

House Sparrow, Blackbirds.—Verner reported the House Sparrow as "disgustingly abundant" in the Moscow-Pullman area. Spokane recorded 401 on the Christmas Count, rather a surprisingly low number for so large a city and so many observers. Libby had at least 200 present. Presumably most observers do not bother to report this species but it appears that Counts might be valuable to reveal any changes in abundance. Western Meadowlarks wintered commonly at Lewiston and less frequently at Moscow. Weydemeyer reported them wintering in small numbers in the milder valleys of western Montana. One was seen at Great Falls, Feb. 19. Red-winged Blackbirds wintered in large flocks as usual at Lewiston. Some apparently wintered at Spokane and 2 were noted with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds near Bend, Jan. 21. They wintered in small numbers in the milder valleys of western Montana (Weydemeyer, Hand).

Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were common to abundant in the northern areas and scarce in the more southerly places, perhaps because of abundant food and little snow. They were unusually numerous at Fortine, where 120 were counted in one flock. They appeared regularly at Libby and seemed to become more common during late winter. They were present all winter at Missoula and likewise increased in numbers during the winter. Cassin's Finches were unusually abundant during the winter, and stayed in large numbers in Spokane. At Missoula they arrived in small groups at the very early date of Jan. 15. The species has been recorded by Hand only 2 or 3 times previously in winter. Only small flocks were observed at Bend. Common Redpolls were more regular than usual in extreme northwestern Montana but scarcely reached Missoula. They were quite common at Great Falls from the last of November on. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches appeared in record numbers at Fortine. Weydemeyer said the flocks were the largest ever seen by him there—about 1,000 on March 17. All individuals noted closely were the Hepburn's race. Hand reported a flock of about 15 of the birds at Missoula, where they are uncommon. Pine Grosbeaks, reported only from Lincoln Co., Mont., were abundant there (Weydemeyer, John Wilson, ED.). Pine Siskins wintered fairly commonly in several localities, especially Missoula, where they appeared in flocks of 1,100 or more. At Libby and Fortine the birds rarely winter, but this winter they appeared much earlier than usual, March 8 at Fortine and Feb. 12 at Libby. Am. Goldfinches usually do not appear at Libby in winter but a flock of about 25 was noted, Dec. 29. It was a good Red Crossbill winter; the heavy conifer seed crop appeared to be the influencing factor. The birds were very common and regular at Fortine, Libby and 
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Missoula. Spokane had 353 on the Christmas Count, far more than usual. White-winged Crossbills were regularly present in the valley at Fortine and were noted several times at Libby, where a flock of about 25 came into the center of town.

Towhees, Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees, unusual during winter in most of this area, wintered in small numbers in Spokane, Moscow and Missoula. The birds also wintered at Bend. As usual, a few Slate-colored Juncos showed up: 1 at Bend, 2 at Moscow and at least 10 at Spokane (Stanley). Oregon Juncos wintered in thousands in the Region, far more abundantly than usual. Lack of deep snow may have been a factor. Am. Tree Sparrows occurred occasionally and for the most part in small numbers at several points and on both sides of the Divide. Sandpoint noted 101 on the Christmas Count, which is by far the largest number reported. Gambel's Sparrow was very common as usual at Lewiston and occasional at Moscow and Spokane. Song Sparrows appeared to be more numerous than usual at Spokane, Lewiston, and Missoula, and in normal numbers elsewhere. Bend reported only 2, Dec. 27. Snow Buntings were noted only at Fortine, where they seemed unusually scarce.—THOMAS ROGERS, 1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont.


The Winter Season, 1954-55

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—This report records the reversal of a trend which has continued for the past several seasons. The winter started out drier and warmer than usual. There were 104 species seen on the Salt Lake Christmas Count, including many late dates, a new high. However, the winter ended up colder than usual and the precipitation was up to normal. By February and March the winter was in high gear, reminding one of 1949. Whether some of the movements of birds can be attributed to the severe winter is perhaps debatable. We had probably the greatest invasion of Bohemian Waxwings on record while many other birds like the Evening Grosbeak, Red Crossbill, Pine Grosbeak, and Pine Siskin were characterized by their absence. For the first time that we are aware of the Horned Larks moved out of the Wyoming Plateau, and long before severe weather came, whereas they remained in the great blizzard of 1949. The change in the waterfowl population can probably be attributed to the change in weather. Bear River reported spring migration 30 days late. Normally spring migration there begins about Feb. 1. In general in the Great Basin area the fall migration stops and the spring begins very shortly thereafter. The abnormal winter cut down on the Stillwater Area winter population in Western Nevada. Ordinarily they expect the spring thaw between Jan. 15 and 25 but this year it did not come until Feb. 20. We are happy to record the report of a new Wildlife Refuge at Monte Vista near Alamosa in Central Southern Colorado. It is two years old. It is hoped the area will develop into a great resting area for ducks as well as a resting spot on migration. General interest in birds steadily increases in this area with more Christmas Counts taken and more observers. The great invasion of Bohemian Waxwings greatly increased interest as they are beautiful, come to peoples' homes when few birds are around, and are very tame. They always create a great impression on the populace.

Waterfowl.—The Whistling Swan was down in numbers at Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada where it is principally a winter resident. LeRoy Giles, their wildlife management biologist, and Chester Markley's assistant, reported a peak of 4,500 on Jan. 3, whereas last year there were 5,725. The spring migration should hit a peak in early March at Bear River on the edge of the Great Salt Lake, but this year their peak was not reached until March 28 when 3,400 birds were noted. The only other concentration east of Salt Lake was reported by Hendricks on Saratoga Lake in southern Wyoming where there were 50 birds. A Whistling Swan was electrocuted and broke a power line near Sinclair on March 16 in the same general area. The Trumpeter Swan wintered in greater numbers than ever at Grand Teton National Park, according to Carl Jepson, the Park Naturalist. There were 26 birds including 8 cygnets. These birds remain on open water at a number of warm springs. This accounts for their presence in Jackson Hole in winter, where it is comparatively cold and the snow is very deep. At Monte Vista in Southern Colorado, Charles Bryant, the refuge manager, reports they are attempting to get Canada Geese to stop by maintaining a decoy flock. They have had some success so far and reported 2 Snow Geese on the Refuge for the first time this March. Some 4,000 Snow Geese were recorded at Stillwater on March 4. The spring concentration of ducks at Bear River has been very shabby—so far only 90,000 Pintail by March 2 and 17,250 Green-winged Teal, according to Leo Young. At Stillwater a high concentration of ducks came about Feb. 27, but no count was made. Top actual count was 60,000 early in March, about 75% of these being Pintails. By the end of March there were 18,600 Green-winged Teal present with other species of duck in much smaller numbers.

Hawks and Owls.—The only great concentration of eagles comes from Bear River, where on March 25 there were 63 Bald Eagles and 25 Golden Eagles, being the greatest concentration of Bald Eagles of which we have record. A Burrowing Owl was reported on Feb. 9 at Nampa, Idaho (Shaw), a remarkable wintering record.

Cranes, Gulls.—Some 400 Sandhill Cranes were on the Refuge at Monte Vista early in December but none have returned yet. Nearby at Alamosa there were 159 birds on March 27 (Armagast). A Glaucous 
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Gull was collected at Bear River Marsh on March 16 by Vanez Wilson. This is believed to be the third record for Utah.

Woodpeckers through Thrushes.—Hybrid flickers are common in the Rocky Mountain Region. Killpack banded 3 during the winter at Roosevelt. Cache Valley in Northeast Utah had up to 10,000 Am. Crows roosting in December (Standford). A Brown Thrasher was captured at Roosevelt on Dec. 29 (Killpack), first record for the Uintah Basin. Lockerbie reports more Am. Robins than usual wintering at Salt Lake in flocks up to 100. Both Durango (Reames) and Mesa Verde Park reported more robins than usual. Killpack reports larger numbers than usual at Roosevelt in eastern Utah while there were many fewer than normal west of Denver (Thatcher).

Waxwings.—The Bohemian Waxwing invasion was spectacular this year. Almost all stations reported them in large numbers. These stations were: Cache Valley, Utah (Standford); Nampa, Idaho (Shaw) ; Sheridan, Wyo. (Waltman); Casper, Wyo. (OKS); Rawlins, Wyo. (Hendricks); Grand Junction, Colo. (Carman); in addition to the following: If we can believe the Utes, they recorded 6,021 on their Christmas Count at Salt Lake City—a high count. The birds penetrated as far south as Mesa Verde Park in southwestern Colorado for the third time in 20 years. About 3,000 birds were there on Jan. 30 (Jean Pinkley).

Northern Finches.—The Evening Grosbeak is a normal winter resident over this whole area, but was almost absent this winter. There were 57 on the Christmas Count at Salt Lake but none since (Lockerbie). Oppie Reames had only one on March 6 at Durango in southwestern Colorado, none in central Wyoming. The biggest flock was 25 at Sheridan in February (Mrs. Waltman). Don Thatcher in summing up the very considerable data on birds in the Rockies west of Denver notes the complete absence of Pine Grosbeaks and Red Crossbills, and the scarcity of Cassin's Finch and Pine Siskin. The scarcity of winter birds was noted by Grace McIntyre at Devil's Tower in northeastern Wyoming. Mesa Verde National Park reports its greatest concentration of Rosy Finches on record with many birds all winter but by March 10 there were several thousand (Pinkley). These flocks are a mixture of all 3 species but the Brown-capped is predominant.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Winter Season, 1954-55

NORTH PACIFIC REGION.—January was comparatively warm and dry. Precipitation was only about half of normal. February was cool and relatively dry. There was some light snowfall in the latter half, not remaining very long. March brought the only real touch of winter, with some days of freezing and strong winds. Because of the open winter in the first part of the season, the Christmas Counts did not reflect the normal populations in areas where the counts were taken. Toward the end of the period, with the first arrival of cold weather, we found species had concentrated as they should have by the first of January.

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—All loons were far below normal at Comox (Theed Pearse). Common Loons were fairly numerous at Victoria (A. R. Davidson). The last Common Loons (3) were at Blaine, Jan. 3 (L. H. Kline) but several 
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were at Stanwood, Snohomish Co., Wash., March 6 (Zella M. Schultz). From Anacortes to Friday Harbor, Wash., by ferry route, 20 Arctic and 6 Red-throated Loons were noted, Jan. 16 (Seattle Audubon Society). Usually Red-throated are more plentiful than Arctic. Red-necked and Eared Grebes were around Victoria in small numbers; also a few Pied-billed, always to be seen on fresh water in winter. In the more sheltered parts of Puget Sound, Red-necked Grebes were twice as numerous as usual; at least 45 were seen from Seattle to Point-no-point, Jan. 8 (ZMS). Horned Grebes were plentiful at Victoria, but they were fewer than usual in the Sound. Western Grebes were also plentiful at Victoria; and on the sheltered western side of Bainbridge Island, Wash., March 19, there were about 2000 in two rafts (Eddy, Goodge, Schultz). Two Pied-billed Grebes were seen on salt water the same day. Double-crested Cormorants were very low in numbers at Comox during the first of the period, but more than the usual number came in toward the end, probably attracted by herring. They were also low in numbers in the Seattle area, but 40 to 50 Brandt's were present through the period, and the Pelagic seemed few compared to the Brandt's (ZMS). A Green Heron was seen near Bellevue, Wash., Feb. 25 (Walter Hagenstein).

Swans, Geese, Brant.—A party of 5 Trumpeter Swans in different areas near Comox, may have been the same birds. Canada Geese (12) were at Bellevue, Dec. 24 (WH), and at least 3 of the Cackling subspecies wintered on Lake Washington (SAS). Two Cacklers were on a lagoon near Victoria, Jan. 30. Black Brant came in very late, but showed up well, and remained to the end of the period. The vanguard (3) was noted at Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., Jan. 22 (Vivian Thorne), and at Blaine (8) the same day, where they increased to about 300 by March 11. The first Brant were seen at Victoria early in March. There were nearly 1,000 at Comox by the end of March. Over 200 were along one Seattle beach, March 26, and were still there, March 31 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). The first Snow Goose was seen at Bellevue, Dec. 12. One stayed in a field at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine three hours, Dec. 19. Thousands normally winter on the Stanwood Flats, Snohomish Co., Wash. On March 6, there were an estimated 30,000, with a fair number of young. (ZMS).

Ducks.—All ducks were below average at Comox, except when gathered at herring runs. There were several thousand, chiefly scoters, at the end of March. Most ducks wintered in good numbers at Victoria, except for Canvas-backs. At Seattle, most fresh-water species moved out of Green Lake before the first of January, contrary to usual behavior. This involved mainly Am. Widgeon, Shovellers and Am. Mergansers. They did not return in any quantity, and there has been no report as to where they went. This led us to infer that they had taken refuge on the lake during the hunting season. There were 12 Gad-walls at Bellevue, Dec. 19 (WH). (Usually they are not common in the Seattle area.) Am. Pintail (75 to 100) were at Lake Stevens, Snohomish Co., Wash., Jan. 6 (VT); fairly numerous on the Nisqually Flats, Thurston Co., Wash., Feb. 20 (Ruby E. Egbert); and numerous on Stanwood Flats, March 5 (ZMS). Green-winged Teal were numerous at Stanwood, March 6. Am. Widgeon were plentiful on Lake Stevens the last of November, and about 3,700 were seen, Jan. 6. About 5,000 were on the Nisqually Flats, Feb. 20, with several hundred at the end of March. A few male European Widgeon were positively identified at Longview, Wash., Nov. 29 (A. B. Lintecum). Two males were seen at Victoria, Feb. 23 and March 5 (both seen at different places, March 27). One was at Bellevue, Feb. 12 (WH). Six Wood Ducks were at Blaine, March 5. A large flock of Ring-necked Ducks stayed for several weeks on Capitol Lake, an impounded body of water at Olympia, Wash. (60 were counted, Feb. 5), and from 30 to 100 Canvas-backs wintered there (REE). About 10 Lesser Scaup, with a large flock of Greater, were noted at Victoria, Dec. 31. They were in their usual numbers around Seattle and Olympia. Am. Golden-eyes were numerous at Olympia during the period; some were identified as Barrow's. Two Barrow's were positively identified at Port Angeles, Wash., March 31 (VT). Buffle-heads were normal on middle Puget Sound; 100 were concentrated on the west side of Bainbridge Island, March 19 (ZMS). There were also about 1,000 White-winged Scoters, 500 Surf and 25 Am. Scoters (the latter in pairs) around Bainbridge Island, March 19. At Olympia, 10 to 12 Am. Scoters were seen regularly. Ruddy Ducks were fairly common at Victoria, but in certain areas only. On Jan. 2, there was a concentration of about 300 at Olympia, and about 200 on Green Lake, Seattle. All mergansers were low in numbers at Comox. At Victoria, the Hooded were in small numbers, but the Red-breasted was common, and about 50 male Americans were on a lake in the vicinity, with a few others seen regularly in other places. Over 150 Am. Mergansers (40 females) were on Green Lake, Dec. 5; about 500 on Dec. 12 were also mostly males (Elizabeth L. Curtis). They had moved out by Jan. 2.

Hawks, Eagles.—Birds of prey are not at all common in the areas of reports. Most species are seen occasionally. Bald Eagles seemed to be reported more frequently. Some of those reported were: Victoria area, 6 times (ARD); 2 immatures at Nisqually, Feb. 20, (REE); 4 immatures and 1 adult at Stanwood, March 6 (ZMS); 2 at Green River, King Co., Wash., March 28 (VT). The local population at Comox consisted of 2 adults and 3 young, apparently first-year birds. One of the local Golden Eagles at Comox was reported killed.

Shorebirds.—Black Oyster-catchers, formerly uncommon at Victoria, have been fairly common, which may indicate an upswing since protection was imposed some time ago (ARD). Killdeer were migrating at Seattle the middle of February (ZMS), and were back at Comox on Feb. 23 (TP). Black Turnstones did not show up as usual at Comox. They were common at Victoria, where a Ruddy Turnstone was seen, Jan. 29, and stayed for some weeks. Wilson's Snipe (6) were at Redmond, King Co., Wash., and 
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at Bellevue (4), Feb. 21 (VT). One was seen at Blaine, March 6 (LHK); and 17 were counted near Stanwood, March 6, 12 of them concentrated because of snow (ZMS). One Hudsonian Curlew was seen at the same spot in Victoria where one wintered for the last three years. Greater Yellow-legs (11) wintered in a flooded field near Victoria (ARD), and one was seen at Bellevue, Feb. 12 (WH). Red-backed Sandpipers were seen in small numbers at Victoria throughout the period, the largest flock being 50. Two large flocks of 700 and 300 on the Nisqually Flats, Feb. 20, were probably Red-backs. At Kent, Wash., Feb. 13, there was a mixed flock of about 450 (¾ Red-backs and ¼ Western) in a flooded field (VT). At Stanwood, March 6, about 2,000 Red-backs were seen (ZMS).

Gulls, Alcids.—There were some immense concentrations of gulls on the eastern side of Vancouver Island during the herring runs. On Feb. 13, there were an estimated 25,000, the majority of which were adult Glaucous-wings, but with a good number of Herring Gulls (Thayer's). On March 18, there were an estimated 100,000 at Parksville, and from there to Courtenay another big lot of some thousands; the greatest concentration ever seen by Pearse. All gulls were about normal at Victoria and elsewhere in the Region. Four Western Gulls were seen at Seattle, March 19 (ZMS). A Ring-billed Gull at Victoria, Feb. 4, is worthy of note. They are usually not found in winter north of the Seattle latitude; there and southward they are seen in small numbers on fresh water. All alcids were about normal at Victoria, and were very common all winter from the San Juan Islands south on Puget Sound. This is significant, considering the great amount of fuel oil that was spilled in the autumn season.

Owls, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—A Short-eared Owl was seen at Victoria, Dec. 9 and Jan. 27. From Mt. Vernon to Anacortes, Wash., 5 were seen, Jan. 16 (SAS). A Rufous Hummingbird was at Victoria, Jan. 23 (ARD). All woodpeckers at Comox seemed to be very few, except for Red-shafted Flickers. Flickers were common at Victoria, where it was encouraging to report that Pileated Woodpeckers were in fair numbers.

Larks, Chickadees, Bushtits, Creepers, Wrens.—A flock of 20 Horned Larks at Comox, Feb. 20, the day after the coldest night of the season, may have been the summer resident strigata returning to its nesting grounds at the airport. Six were seen in the snow at Stanwood, March 6 (probably summer nesters ZMS). Flocks of Common Bushtits (up to 40) were seen frequently at Victoria; Red-breasted Nuthatches and Brown Creepers were in fair numbers; Winter and Bewick's Wrens were common.

Thrushes.—Am. Robins were plentiful throughout the Region. A flock of about 500 moved to Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine the first week in January, and were there at the end of period. They were very plentiful from Seattle to Stanwood, March 6. Approximately 250 Varied Thrushes were seen on that trip, a very good showing for that species. Varied Thrushes were quite numerous at Victoria all winter, and were still there, March 31. The first Varied Thrush was noted at Bellevue, Dec. 25 (WH). They did not come to parks and gardens in Seattle in any numbers due to the open weather. Two Hermit Thrushes were seen at Victoria, Jan. 2, and singles on Jan. 6 and March 24.

Kinglets, Waxwings, Starlings, Shrikes.—Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were common at Victoria. Golden-crowns were more common in the Seattle area than for years. Cedar Waxwings were also fairly common in Seattle; about 100 were around Mr. and Mrs. Boggs' place, Dec. 31. At Issaquah, King Co., Wash., 35 Bohemian Waxwings were seen, Feb. 21 (very irregular winter visitors—VT); and 15 were seen at Rockport, Skagit Co., Wash., March 24 (Fern Skinner). Common Starlings continued their advance in the Region. A flock of 20 was seen at Comox, Feb. 28, the coldest day of the season. From 50 to 60 came to the Victoria area, Dec. 24, and 142 were noted on the Christmas Count, Jan. 2. There was a flock of 26 at Issaquah, Feb. 27 (WH), and 17 were reported in Thurston County, with one collected early in February (REE). Gray Shrikes continued to be reported more often; particularly at Victoria, with an adult, Dec. 10; an immature, Dec. 22, and an adult, Jan. 29, and Feb. 25.

Blackbirds.—A male Brown-headed Cowbird was seen near Kent, Wash., March 6 (VEC). Red-winged Blackbirds wintered at Comox in some numbers. This habit is not always consistent. They also wintered at Victoria in small numbers. The first (6) came to Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, March 19, and they were singing on the Nisqually Flats, Feb. 22 (REE).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were fairly plentiful throughout the Region. Small flocks were seen at Comox on and off during winter; 20 were at Blaine, March 4 (the first); and over 75 were in a flock at Nisqually, Feb. 22. Many other calls came to us. Purple Finches were also fairly common in most places. Flocks of about 70 were seen at Victoria in February. House Finches were reported more frequently. They have been known as summer visitors in suitable areas in southern British Columbia, and on Vancouver Island for several years, and also in the Portland, Oreg., area, but only sparingly in the intervening country. Either the species skipped the Puget Sound region for some reason, or the observers have just recently learned to recognize them. About 50 wintered at Victoria, in one district where they were given their favorite food. Arrivals in March increased the flock to about 100. At Seattle, 52 were reported on the Christmas Count, Jan. 2 (VEC). A pair was seen at Issaquah, Feb. 21 (VT), and one was seen at Nisqually, Feb. 22 (REE). The Pine Siskin seemed to be the most plentiful small bird: 5,580 were tallied at Seattle on the Christmas Count, 1,900 at Olympia, 2,057 at Portland. They were few in number at Comox, but flocks up to 700 were at Victoria to the end of January, with only small scattered flocks from then to the end of the period. From 100 to 150 were at Mrs. Kline's place, Dec. 4 to Jan. 7. There was a flock of about 400 in the Sammamish Valley, King Co., Wash., Jan. 6 (VT).

Sparrows.—One Slate-colored Junco (hyemalis) was identified at Bellevue, Feb. 27 (WH). The Am. 
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Tree Sparrow at Bellevue was seen again, Dec. 26, Jan. 23, Feb. 13 (WH), and Feb. 21 (VT). A Chipping Sparrow at Seattle, March 6, must have been a stray (VEC). An immature White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel's) was trapped at Bellevue in January (W. H. Ransom). Information about the status of races of White-crowned Sparrows in winter is being assembled. Golden-crowned Sparrows wintered in fair numbers at Victoria, the largest flock being about 40.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1955

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Spring in the Region was extremely back- ward. For example, the U. S. Weather Bureau records showed it to be the coldest spring in history at Missoula, Mont. Other localities reported similar conditions. Precipitation was generally above normal, much of it as late snowfall. At Bend, Oreg., Roest reported snow, cold and wind during the third week of April, causing large numbers of migrants to collect in the town, some of them being killed in collisions. Late winter conditions, in February and early March, was mild, however, and in some cases seemed to encourage earlier than normal migration of the earliest species (Cassin's Finch, Pine Siskin, and Varied Thrush). On the other hand, the abnormally low temperatures during the remainder of the spring appeared to delay many species. At Great Falls, Mont., however, Walker reported that most birds appeared, if anything, a few days earlier than last year. Unless otherwise indicated, observations for Bend, Oreg., are by A. I. Roest or Robert Jewell; Warm Springs, Oreg., Kenneth Burden; Fortine, Mont., Winton Weydemeyer; Great Falls, Mont., John 
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Person or Tom Walker; Lewiston and Moscow, Idaho and Pullman, Wash., Jared Verner; Missoula, and Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Lake Co., Mont., R. L. Hand; Spokane, Wash., Spokane Bird Club, fide S. O. Stanley; and Libby, Mont., the editor.

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Eared Grebes were reported from most localities; the main migration at Great Falls occurred about April 29 (62 birds). A Double-crested Cormorant was recorded, May 22, at Nylan Lake near Great Falls. Great Blue Herons were noted widely, and were early at Libby (2 on Feb. 21, Ernie Wood, Jr.) but late at Missoula (April 10). A Black-crowned Night Heron at Fortine, May 27, was Weydemeyer's first record of the species there in 35 years' observing.

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Twenty Whistling Swans were at Saltese Marsh near Spokane, March 20. As late as June 5 a few were still migrating through western Montana (Fortine). The first movement of Canada Geese was at Warm Springs in February. Migration continued through April and May, with 150 flying near Spokane, May 29. Lesser Snow Geese were observed in Montana and northern Idaho (Thomas D. Burleigh). Mallards were apparently migrating in late February, as large numbers were noted near Thompson Falls, Mont., at that time (RLH). About 1,000 Mallards and 2,000 Pintail were seen near Reardan, Wash., March 20 (SOS). Few Gadwall were noted. Am. Widgeon were abundant in places: 1,000 at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, April 23, and 2,000 near Spokane, April 3. Pintails were numerous at Great Falls (1,300 on May 7) and Pullman (800 on March 27). Green-winged Teal were much commoner than usual at Missoula. Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal and Shovellers were reported in moderate numbers. Wood Ducks appeared, March 19 (early) at Pullman; April 10 at Missoula; and April 2 at Spokane. But few Redheads were seen. Ring-necked Ducks appeared near Spokane, at Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge (SBC, JV) and near Bend. Few Canvas-backs were noted, but Lesser Scaup were common. Buffle-heads, widely reported, were common only at Kicking Horse (30 or 40 on April 30). About 1,000 Ruddy Ducks were at Benton Lake near Great Falls, May 7. Hooded Mergansers appeared only at Missoula (March 13, early) and Great Falls. Red-breasted Mergansers appeared at Great Falls, with a peak of 38, April 8.

Vultures and Hawks.—A few Turkey Vultures were noted at Great Falls, Missoula, near Spokane and at Bend. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were very scarce. A few Rough-legged Hawks were seen during April near Bend, Spokane and Pullman. The Ferruginous Hawk was reported from Great Falls (March 27) and from Whitman County, Wash. (April 23) (JV). Marsh Hawks arrived in April and were early at Fortine (April 16). A Prairie Falcon was observed at close range at Four Lakes near Spokane, May 1. The Pigeon Hawk was very scarce; only a single was noted at Libby, April 2. Sparrow Hawks generally returned in April, but one was at Plains, Mont., Feb. 26 (RLH) and one at Missoula, March 19.

Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Flocks of Am. Coot, aggregating thousands, were noted by Hand along the Flathead River between Thompson Falls and Dixon, Mont., Feb. 26. The species was very common at Ninepipe, Kicking Horse and Lewiston in late April. Migrant Killdeer arrived from about mid-March on. A hundred were seen near Spokane, April 3. Wilson's Snipe appeared in late April, though some wintered in the Region. Spotted Sandpipers arrived in May. A few first dates are: Great Falls, May 1; Missoula, May 13; Fortine and Libby, May 20. Solitary Sandpipers were seen only at Great Falls, May 15 and 16, and in the Moscow area, April 23. A single Willet was noted at Benton Lake near Great Falls, May 7. Greater Yellow-legs appeared in fair numbers, mostly in northern Idaho and eastern Washington, from April 16 to May 1. Two Lessers were seen at Turnbull, May 1 (SBC) and Burleigh noted the species at Potlatch, Idaho, and April 25 (very early). Person and Walker noted Baird's Sandpiper near Great Falls, April 18 and May 7. Single Least Sandpipers were noted at Kicking Horse, April 30 and May 21. A few dowitchers migrated through in early May. Three Semipalmated (or Western) Sandpipers were noted at Kicking Horse, April 30 and May 21. The Western was noted at Turnbull, May 22 (SBC). First records for Am. Avocets were: Great Falls, April 17; Ninepipe, April 30, and Lewiston, April 24. Earliest date for Wilson's Phalarope was May 12, at Evaro, Missoula Co., Mont. (RLH). A single Northern Phalarope appeared at Moscow, May 14. California Gulls arrived on April 24 at Great Falls and one was identified, April 10, at Missoula. At least a thousand Ring-billed Gulls were at West Medical Lake, Wash., May 29 (SBC). This is the second year such large numbers have been noted there. By mid-April about 250 were at Great Falls. Three Forster's Terns appeared at Kicking Horse, May 21, while Black Terns were common at several localities by the end of May.

Doves, Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Mourning Doves began arriving about the first week in May in most places. Two Short-eared Owls were seen at Missoula, April 30, and one at Kicking Horse, May 21. A pair of Burrowing Owls was noted at a burrow near Sprague Lake near Spokane, April 17. Common Nighthawks had not yet arrived, except for one at Warm Springs, May 17; a few in Spokane, May 25, and one at Great Falls, June 2. Vaux's Swift arrived at Warm Springs, May 17, and at Missoula, May 22. Rufous Hummingbirds appeared the first week in May in the far western part of the Region but were late in western Montana.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—The wintering population of Red-shafted Flickers was increased by migrants during the last half of March at Great Falls and Missoula. Lewis's Woodpecker arrived about mid-May, but appeared, May 6, at Warm Springs. Reports of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were few. The earliest date was April 17 at Missoula. Western Kingbirds arrived the third week of May in Montana and about 2 weeks earlier in eastern Washington and central Oregon. First dates for Say's Phoebe were: Lewiston, March 13 (TDB); Spokane area, April 3; Great 
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Falls, May 8. Traill's and Least Flycatchers appeared around the middle of May, the latter appearing only at Libby. Hammond's Flycatcher was collected at Moscow, May 5 (TDB) and Wright's was collected there May 8 (TDB). The Western Flycatcher was reported at Missoula, May 25 and at Four Lakes, Wash., May 22 (SBC). The Western Wood Pewee appeared, May 6, at Bend, but was late in western Montana: Fortine, May 31; Libby, June 6, and Missoula, not arrived by June 3. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was noted, May 28, on Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, Idaho. Migrant Horned Larks were noted during March at Fortine and appeared on Feb. 7 at Warm Springs.

Swallows.—A Violet-green Swallow was seen at Libby in a snowstorm, March 10 and 4 were noted 3 days later (very early). What happened to these birds in the –20° weather that followed is not known, but no more were seen until April 2. At Spokane they apparently fared better, for hundreds fed along the river on March 13. Two Tree Swallows were noted there on that date, earliest for the Region. They appeared on March 16 at Lewiston, but elsewhere not until late March and early April. Bank and Rough-winged Swallows appeared in numbers after mid-May, with a few earlier records, e.g., 2 near Spokane, April 23 (JV). Barn and Cliff Swallows, like so many migrants, appeared first in central Oregon at Warm Springs, March 19. Elsewhere the Barn appeared in late April or in May and the Cliff, the first half of May. A Purple Martin was seen near Great Falls, April 18.

Jays, Bushtit, Dipper, Wrens.—Arrival dates for Am. Crows were: Missoula, March 13; Pullman, March 27; Fortine, March 28 (late). Clark's Nutcracker became commoner in the valley at Fortine during the period. The Bushtit was noted at Warm Springs, April 17 and May 24. Wintering Am. Dippers were last noted at Missoula and Libby (R. Francom) around mid-April. May 7 was the first date for House Wrens (Libby and Pullman). Winter Wrens were singing commonly along Cedar Creek near Libby on May 7. One was noted near Pullman, May 10 to 17. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were seen at Saltese Marsh near Spokane, April 3. The only Rock Wren reported was one at Missoula, May 1.

Catbird, Thrushes.—The earliest Catbird record was May 16 at Great Falls. Am. Robins increased in numbers in early March in western Montana and near the end of the month at Great Falls. In eastern Washington and central Oregon winter residents appeared to move out during March and April and summer residents then arrived. Migration of Varied Thrushes seemed to be unusually prolonged. The birds first appeared at Libby, Feb. 27 and Missoula, Feb. 28, both early dates, and lingered until April 25 at Libby and May 4 at Pullman. Late snows in the mountains probably held them in the valleys. The Hermit Thrush was noted migrating between April 16 (Bend) and May 17 (Great Falls). A good movement of Olive-backed Thrushes was noted at Great Falls (30 on May 16). A few Veeries arrived the latter part of May. A few Western Bluebirds appeared: 10 at Lewiston, March 20 (TDB), several pairs at Bend, April 9, and a few near Spokane. Mountain Bluebirds arrived around the first of April in most localities, except for a pair near Pullman, March 19. Wintering Townsend's Solitaires were generally gone by mid-May. Eight migrants were at Great Falls, April 29.

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets showed remarkable uniformity, arriving during the last week of April in nearly every locality. This was late for Missoula and Libby. Bohemian Waxwings were mostly gone early in April, but some stayed very late at Missoula (April 24) and left Great Falls, April 22. Cedar Waxwings arrived at Bend, May 7; Libby, May 28, and Fortine, June 2, and were not noted elsewhere. The Gray Shrike was reported at Bend, May 15, and up to April 14 at Moscow (TDB). The Loggerhead Shrike was migrating in the Great Falls area around the first of May, and appeared, April 3 and later, in the Spokane area. The Common Starling was migrating the first part of March in western Montana. Several reports indicate a gradual increase in numbers. Cassin's Vireo generally appeared about May 15, but was seen at Moscow, May 5 (TDB). Migrant Red-eyed Vireos arrived in Great Falls, May 15, later at points farther west. Warbling Vireos appeared about the third week of May, except for Spokane (May 7).

Warblers.—The warbler migration was at its peak during May. This included the Tennessee, Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow, Townsend's, Black-poll (at Great Falls), Northern Water-thrush, Macgillivray's, Common Yellowthroat, Black-capped, and Am. Redstart. A female Parula Warbler was identified at close range, June 2, at Great Falls, far west of its usual range (JP). Myrtle Warblers passed through Great Falls around the last of April and 2 were noted at Turnbull, where they are rare, May 1. First dates for Audubon's Warbler varied from April 5 at Bend to May 13 at Fortine (late). They were about a week late at Libby (May 1). An Oven-bird in full song was positively identified at close range with 7 x 35 binoculars in the Little Belt Mts., Montana, May 30 (Jeff and Tom Walker). A Yellow-breasted Chat (Long-tailed) appeared near Great Falls, May 17. A few appeared as usual at Four Lakes near Spokane. The Black-capped Warbler appeared to be rather common, more so than usual at Missoula. An Am. Redstart was noted at Warm Springs.

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks were reported only from Missoula, arriving on May 22. Western Meadowlarks arrived during March and early April. Yellow-headed Blackbirds arrived in late April and May, but Red-winged Blackbirds began returning as early as Feb. 16 (Genesee, Idaho) (JV). Bullock's Orioles appeared in May. Brewer's Blackbirds were migrating in late March and April. The Brown-headed Cowbird quite uniformly arrived around the middle of May, as did the Western Tanager in most localities.

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks arrived around the last of May. Lazuli Buntings were noted returning from May 12 on. Evening Grosbeaks, abundant in western Montana and the Spokane area, mostly disappeared around mid-May. Cassin's Finch was generally more abundant than usual and 
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appeared early, in the first part of March. The House Finch was abundant as usual at Lewiston in early May (Hand). No Pine Grosbeaks were noted in the valley at Libby after March 10. A flock of about 1,000 Common Redpolls was at Fortine in April. Pine Siskins were present in above normal numbers during the period. The Am. Goldfinch, where not resident, appeared in late April and May. Red Crossbills, widely reported west of the divide, lingered in the valleys into June. Spotted Towhees, where not wintering, appeared on March 12 at Warm Springs; March 24 at Libby and May 3 at Great Falls, to mention only a few dates. Savannah and Vesper Sparrows appeared mostly during the last half of April; Lewiston had the former on April 6. Lark Sparrows appeared in May. A few Slate-colored Juncos were noted at Great Falls (early April) and Turnbull (May 1). Oregon Juncos appeared to have spread out to their breeding places in western Montana during March and early April, but were still migrating in peak numbers on April 28 at Great Falls. Am. Tree Sparrow reports were few: last seen at Lewiston, April 6, and one seen at Great Falls the next day. Chipping Sparrows mostly arrived from May 1 on. Brewer's Sparrow, noted only in central Oregon and along the Snake River in eastern Washington, first appeared on April 30. White-crowned Sparrows appeared to migrate through in about normal numbers between late April and mid-May. Golden-crowned Sparrows migrated through Bend from April 24 to May 16; one was noted at Spokane, May 21 (SOS). One White-throated Sparrow was noted at Great Falls, May 29. Fox Sparrows arrived in late March (Lewiston) or April (April 2 at Fortine and April 24 at Bend). A few Lincoln's Sparrows appeared in mid-May (Great Falls, Libby, and Spokane) but were at Lewiston, April 6. An influx of Song Sparrows was noted in late March and early April in western Montana. They arrived the last of April at Great Falls. McCown's and Chestnut-collared Long-spurs were common near Great Falls on May 7.—THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Mont.


Spring Migration, 1955

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Spring was delayed in starting and was one of the latest on record. In Wyoming it started to catch up in Mid-May, but elsewhere remained behind. The season was almost a month behind at Bear River Marshes at the north end of Great Salt Lake. Moisture was normal, continuing a reversal of trend which started in the winter. Don Thatcher of Denver, with more facts and figures than the rest of us, can give more exact dates on arrivals; he found the average of all species was 5 days late. Sidney Hyde, reporting from Gunnison (el. 7,750 ft.) in west central Colorado, had a snow storm, May 27; many of the spring migrants had not yet arrived there by June 1. Nowhere in this Region were Olive-sided Flycatchers reported by June 1, which is normal. This does point out the futility of covering the entire spring migration in this issue. The attitudinal as well as latitudinal migration complicates matters further with such varied climates so close together.

Grebes.—For some reason there was a tremendous concentration of Eared Grebes at Bear River Marshes, according to Vanez Wilson, the refuge manager. By April 28 the count was 10,900, whereas only 226 were recorded last year. The Carson sink adjoining the Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada was flooded by the water of the 1950-51 winter, and the lake formed has been slowly drying up since. Therefore, many water birds like the Western Grebe are decreasing in numbers in that area. This is from the very excellent report from Stillwater Refuge by biologist Leroy Giles and refuge manager Chester Markley.

Cormorants.—From Stillwater also comes word of another inept control program by sportsmen. This time it is the Double-crested Cormorant that is being "controlled." One of the favorite feeding areas of the cormorant is the Carson River below Lahontan Dam. The Carson River supplies the Stillwater Refuge. This stretch of river was heavily stocked with hatchery trout in April. The sportsmen spent much time shooting at the cormorants to "control" them. The actual kill of cormorants was low because the birds, after being shot at, became exceedingly wary. Judging from various accounts the kill was somewhere between 70 and 250. The true figure of mortality is relatively immaterial for it is only a fraction of the local population of more than 6,000 birds that range out from the nesting islands of Pyramid Lake. The actual effect of the control program was a hazing and dispersal to other feeding areas. The cormorants increased at Stillwater.

Geese and Ducks.—Ken McLeod of Klamath Falls in eastern Oregon reported on 5 banding returns from Lower Klamath Lake of Snow Geese and Pintails that were returned by the Russians from eastern Siberia over the past 3 years. This spring at Tule Lake they dyed some 45 Snow Geese red and 15 Ross's Geese yellow to study migration. Incidentally, the dye was in an alcoholic solution and was absorbed, causing the birds to go on a binge; but imagine having 15 Ross's Geese to dye. The position of the ducks at Stillwater during AFN's spring of April and May is, to say the least, uncooperative, and this pattern applies to the whole of the Great Basin. The spring migration is well past its peak by April 1 and the concentration of ducks goes steadily down until late May when only 4,500 were recorded at Stillwater. It then will rise for the nesting season which starts in June, much of the nesting population coming from very late arrivals. So for waterfowl in the Great Basin this is not the spring migration issue even in as late a season as this. Clifton Greenhalgh reported a concentration of 150 
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Hooded Mergansers at Bear Lake in northeastern Utah, April 20. Charles Bryant at Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge in Southern Colorado reported a very good hatch already for the nesting ducks.

Cranes and Coot.—A pair of Sandhill Cranes nested at Leek's pond in Jackson Hole (Jepson). At Stillwater Refuge the peak of the Am. Coot migration was 24,000 on April 12, which dwindled to 4,800 by late May. This bird has been decreasing there for 2 years. It is hoped that this decrease will continue as the population is over the food producing capacity of the marsh. Am. Coot numbers have been at such a high level that these birds have been consuming a disproportionate share of sago pond weed and other submerged aquatics. Redheads depend upon the sago to such an extent that their numbers decrease if the sago disappears. Coots do the greatest damage by eating sago in the early growth stage before it can make a crop of seed (Leroy Giles).

Shorebirds.—All reports indicate a very good spring migration of shorebirds. Fifty-seven Red-backed Sandpipers were seen at Stillwater on May 4; this is an uncommon bird in the Great Basin. Two Black-necked Stilts were seen at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming during May (Wyo. Aud. Soc.). The bird is common farther west, however. At Stillwater the high count for migrating dowitchers was 5,000 on May 4. The Western Sandpiper's high count (30,000) was on the same day. A Sanderling was seen by Lambertsen near Rawlins, Wyo., on May 3, an unusual spring bird in Wyoming. Northern Phalaropes migrated through this whole Region in early May, as many reports indicate. After the middle of May their numbers diminished rapidly.

Gulls and Terns.—The Bear River Marshes recorded an increase of nesting California Gulls this year, from 4,821 nests in 1954 to 6,123 this season. The Caspian Tern failed to arrive at Bear River this spring where it has been a common summer resident. We presume that the season merely slowed it up. Three Black Terns were seen at Gunnison by Hyde for the first record of that region; elsewhere this species is common at lower altitudes.

Land birds.—Cogswell had an albino raven in Antelope Valley in central Nevada on April 10 with plumage which looked like that of a first-year Glaucous-winged Gull. The warblers were very late and there were few notable records. Three Myrtle Warblers were in Rawlins, May 9 (JL); 2 at Georgetown west of Denver, April 30 (Thatcher). A (Grinnell's) Northern Water-thrush was at Rawlins, May 26 (JL), another at Ocean Lake, May 22 (OKS); and still another at Gunnison, May 22 (Hyde). Mrs. Shaw found 10 Virginia's Warblers at Nampa in southwestern Idaho on May 29. This was her first record for the species. The Orange-crowned Warbler was characterized by its absence, being missed in central Wyoming (OKS), Durango in southwestern Colorado (Reames), and Denver (Thatcher). Western Tanagers were especially common in Durango (Reames), doubtless due to the continued winter weather to the north, as Hyde at Gunnison had not yet seen this common western bird by June 1.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


Spring Migration, 1955

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April was cooler than average, and the precipitation was more than normal, but well distributed throughout the month, with no heavy falls. The average monthly temperature in May was one of the coolest of record. The average cloudiness was greater than normal; the total precipitation was slightly less than normal, with no heavy falls. All observers felt the migration was from ten days to two weeks late, especially for those species which normally pass through in March and early April. One of the events of the season was the unusually heavy migration of Golden-crowned Sparrows in the northern part.

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—Two Common Loons and 5 Arctic Loons were seen on Admiralty Inlet (that body of water from the Strait of Juan de Fuca to the opening of Hood Canal, often included in general name of Puget Sound), May 8 (Zella M. Schultz and Garret Eddy). Two Red-throated Loons were seen at Victoria in early May, and one May 11 (A. R. Davidson). One at Seattle, May 8, was in winter plumage (ZMS, GE). Red-necked Grebes were at Lake Crescent, Wash., April 16 (3 in breeding and 1 in winter plumage, ZMS). There were 4 Red-necked and 15 Horned Grebes on Admiralty Inlet, May 8. A flock of 8 Horned was in breeding plumage at Port Angeles, Wash., April 15 (ZMS); and the last was seen at Blaine, May 10, where they had been scarce (Lucile H. Kline). The Western Grebe flock at Victoria gradually diminished from April 1 to mid-May. There were 3 at the Ship Canal, Seattle, and 6 scattered on Puget Sound to Admiralty Inlet, May 8 (ZMS, GE). The last (3) were at Blaine, May 21. A Double-crested Cormorant at Bellevue, April 23, was in full breeding plumage (Seattle Audubon Society). On a cruise from Seattle .to the Strait of Juan de Fuca, May 8, 1 Double-crested, 247 Brandt's, and 38 Pelagic Cormorants were tallied (ZMS, GE). The Pelagic were showing white breeding patches at Victoria in early March (ARD).

Swans, Geese, Brant.—A flock of about 30 large, very white birds flying north over Victoria, March 27, were assumed to be Whistling Swans; 3 were seen on one of the bays, May 25. A flock of about 75 geese flying high over Seattle, April 30, were judged to be Canadas by their size. With them was one white bird which was probably a Snow Goose (ZMS). All geese were scarce at Comox, except Black Brant, which were late, but came through in good numbers, better than last year. They were still migrating, May 15 (Theed Pearse). They went through the Victoria area in good numbers until the first week in May.

Ducks.—All species left Comox early, and few were present at the end of the period; males were flocking unusually early (10 male Mallards were seen, May 14). A pair of Gadwalls at Bellevue, April 23, was the last seen in the Seattle area (SAS). The last Pintails (2) were at Blaine, April 20. Pintails (20±) and Canvas-backs (10±) were seen at Grays Harbor, April 17 (ZMS). The last Am. Widgeon was noted at Blaine, May 20. About 12 Shovellers at Comox, May 14, were the largest number of adults ever seen there by Pearse. A pair was at Seattle, April 30 (SAS). Six Wood Ducks were seen .at Blaine, March 5, and the last (2), May 20. The last Greater Scaup (11) were seen at Seattle, May 8 (ZMS, GE), and at Blaine (31), May 20 (LHK). Am. Golden-eyes were plentiful near Port Angeles, 
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April 15 (ZMS); the last at Blaine were seen, April 23 (LHK). At least 6 Barrow's Golden-eyes, apparently paired, were at Port Angeles, April 15 (ZMS), and one was seen at Seattle, May 4 (Ward Beecher), both seen in close association with Am. Golden-eyes. Buffle-heads left Seattle, April 30 (SAS), and Blaine, April 22 (LHK). Two Old-squaws were seen off Whidbey Island, May 8 (ZMS, GE). There were an estimated 50 male Harlequin Ducks congregated at Comox, May 28, where there was an unusual migration of scoters, May 22. Those identified were White-wings. From Seattle to the Strait, May 8, Eddy and Schultz tallied 68 White-winged, 39 Surf Scoters, 29 Red-breasted Mergansers, and 2 Am. Mergansers. At Comox, 46 male Americans were flocked, May 10; the last were seen at Blaine, May 21.

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles.—All birds of prey were scarce at Victoria; a Turkey Vulture was seen, April 24. Three vultures were seen near Humptulips, Wash., April 16, and 2 north of Shelton, April 17 (ZMS). Single Goshawks were reported as follows: Victoria, Jan. 24 and May 10 (ARD); Seattle, April 30 (SAS) and May 7, probably the same bird (Irene Urquhart). Bald Eagles (4) were seen at Victoria, May 4. One Marsh Hawk was at Bellevue, April 10 (Walter Hagenstein).

Shorebirds.—There were 6 Ringed Plovers at Victoria, May 11. Over 60 Black-bellied Plovers, in summer dress, were at Dungeness, Wash., March 31, with others in winter and intermediate dress (Vivian Thorne). About 200 Black-bellied Plovers, mostly in breeding plumage, were at Copalis Beach, Wash., April 17. Over 100 Black Turnstones were at Dungeness, March 31 (VT), and 8 at Port Angeles, April 15 (ZMS). A Ruddy Turnstone at Port Angeles, March 31, was well into summer plumage (VT). Four Ruddies were seen at Victoria, May 19. The last Wilson's Snipe was seen at Blaine, April 20, where they had been scarce. One to 3 Hudsonian Curlews were noted at Victoria from May 6 to 8. A Greater Yellow-legs' migration was noted at Copalis Beach, April 16 and 17 (ZMS). They trickled through the Blaine area from April 18 to May 17. They came to Victoria, April 18. A Lesser Yellowlegs (unusual in spring) was seen at Comox, May 15. Six Pectoral Sandpipers were seen at Victoria, May 13. At Dungeness on March 31, there were literally thousands of Western and Red-backed Sandpipers, with a few Least (VT). Over a thousand small sandpipers at Blaine, March 24, were too far out on flats for exact identification, but were probably Westerns and Red-backs. Nine Least Sandpipers were seen at Victoria, April 29 (not common in spring). Around Grays Harbor, April 17, it was estimated by careful sample count there were about 30,000 sandpipers in two flocks, mainly Red-backed (ZMS). The last Red-backed Sandpipers were noted at Blaine, May 1; and a few were still at Victoria at the end of the period. Two Long-billed Dowitchers were at Copalis, April 17, and 2 at Victoria, May 8. They showed up well at Comox, over 100 being seen on one occasion (R. Fryer fide Pearse); 2 on May 31 were very late. Two Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen at Victoria, May 25. At Copalis, April 17, there were hundreds of Sanderlings and Red-backed Sandpipers, plus a smaller number of Westerns, on the sandy beaches; most were in breeding plumage (ZMS). Over 1,000 Westerns at Blaine, May 13, were the last seen. There were 8 at Victoria, May 8; 3 or more at Comox, May 31, were very late. There was a flock of 23 Sanderlings at Dungeness, March 31 (VT). A pair of Northern Phalaropes was collected on Admiralty Inlet, May 8; no others were seen on the trip (ZMS, GE).

Gulls, Alcids.—There was a heavy movement of Glaucous-winged Gulls in the Comox area on March 23 and 24, and a huge concentration on herring spawn in April, composed of many thousands of adult and immature Glaucous-wings, with a good sprinkling of Herring Gulls of both subspecies, and a few California Gulls. About 25 Herring Gulls were seen at Copalis, April 17 (ZMS), and about 50 at Bellevue, April 13 (SAS). Three were seen on Admiralty Inlet, May 8 (ZMS, GE). California Gulls passed through Comox in unusually large numbers the week of May 23. Some Short-billed Gulls at Grays Harbor, April 17, were the last seen in the central part of the Region by Mrs. Schultz; 20 were at Blaine, April 18 (LHK). Bonaparte's Gulls were numerous and migrating in the area from Edmonds to Kingston, Wash., April 15 (ZMS). They came to Blaine on April 24. There was a big migration at Comox, May 6; 3 large flocks must have totaled thousands (TP). There were at least 1,000, mostly adults, on Admiralty Inlet, May 8, feeding on shrimp. On the cruise from Seattle to the Strait, May 8, Eddy and Schultz counted over a dozen Common Terns, 916 Common Murres (half in breeding plumage), 74 Pigeon Guillemots (in breeding plumage and mostly in pairs), 104 Marbled Murrelets (in breeding plumage and mostly in pairs), 154 Rhinoceros Auklets (in breeding plumage), and 53 Tufted Puffins (in high breeding plumage).

Flycatchers.—All flycatchers were scarce at Comox to the end of period; only one Traill's and one Olive-sided were heard, May 23, in an area where there should be a number. No Traill's Flycatchers were reported in the Seattle area. A few Western Flycatchers came to Victoria, April 17, and they were common by May 31. At Seattle, the Western Flycatcher was about two weeks late, with the first heard, May 1 (ZMS). There was a small wave of Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers in Seattle, May 10 (WB). The Olive-sided arrived at Victoria, May 22. Olive-sided and Hammond's Flycatchers were noted at Spanaway, south of Tacoma, May 15 (ZMS).

Swallows, Martins.—Usually the more northern nesting swallows move through very early, followed after an interval by the local nesting birds. A flock of about 50 (species ?) arrived at Victoria, March 12, in a heavy snowstorm, and on March 15 about 150 Violet-greens were flying over flooded fields. Violet-greens were noted at Kent, Wash., March 9, Bellevue, March 12, and Blaine, March 18. An estimated 1,000 were noted at Victoria, April 2, and the local nesters at Seattle, April 6. The first (16) were seen at Rockport, April 5 (FMS). Tree Swallows were seen at Bellevue, Feb. 13, and again on March 
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8 (WH); at Blaine on April 1; and again on May 6. The first Rough-winged and Cliff Swallows were seen at Bellevue, April 17. Rough-wings arrived at Victoria, May 1. Barn Swallows arrived at Bellevue, April 23 (SAS); at Blaine, April 28; and at Victoria, April 29. Pearse saw very few swallows to the end of period, but the local colony of Cliff Swallows was about the same as last year. Only a few Cliff Swallows had been noted at Victoria to May 31. The distribution of Purple Martins is of interest in western Washington and British Columbia as they seem to have decreased during the past few years. The first was observed in the Seattle business district, May 2 (WB); at Bellevue, May 22 (WH); and at Victoria, May 24. There was a full population at Spanaway, May 15, which is one of their favorite places (SAS).

Thrushes.—Varied Thrushes are to be found in summer in thick stands of timber only, regardless of altitude. The spring movement is to these timbered areas. The last seen at Blaine (6) were on April 2. At Victoria, one was seen, April 27, May 8, and May 17. A few Hermit Thrushes passed through the Victoria area from April 16 to May 17, only one being seen at a time. There was a small wave of the Alaska subspecies (guttata) at Comox, May 6, with warblers. This followed after the end of a cold north wind. The first Hermit Thrush was reported at Seattle, May 1, and the last, May 22 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). One was heard at Bellevue, May 15 (WH). Two Olive-backed Thrushes were noted at Seattle, May 16 (RMB), and they arrived at Victoria, May 22, where they were common at the end of period. A pair of Western Bluebirds were apparently "house hunting" at Kirkland, King Co., Wash., April 14 (Mrs. E. Perrine). Two were seen at Victoria, May 7 (almost rare, ARD). Two pairs of Mountain Bluebirds were seen at Rockport, April 3 to 28, and one was seen near Comox, April 10. A Townsend's Solitaire was seen at Blaine on May 17 only; the first was at Seattle, April 18 (RMB).

Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings.—Water Pipits passed through the Region during April. The first were seen at Victoria, April 2; Seattle, April 7 (last, April 30); and about 150 were at Blaine for one day only, April 20. A Loggerhead Shrike at Bellevue, April 2, was satisfactorily described by Keith McDonald, who used a telescope. No Common Starlings were reported by any observer, which seems strange in view of the numerous reports during the winter.

Vireos, Warblers.—All vireos were very scarce at Comox; only 3 Solitary Vireos (Cassin's) were heard, May 23, on an area that should have produced a dozen or more. Two Solitary Vireos (Cassin's) were noted at Rockport, May 14. The first Solitary Vireo was heard at Victoria, April 14, and at Seattle, April 24, where Beecher witnessed a small wave of Solitary and Warbling Vireos (with almost every species of warbler) on May 10. Red-eyed Vireos (3) were singing at Blaine, May 24. Hutton's and Warbling Vireos were first reported at Seattle, May 9 (RMB). Orange-crowned Warblers (4) were singing at Blaine, April 4. They arrived at Victoria, April 5, and were common by May 31. They were not noted in southwest Seattle until April 6 (RMB), and north of Seattle, April 14 (ZMS). Many warblers of all kinds went through Comox, May 6, just after a cold north wind. The first Yellow Warblers (2) were seen at Seattle, April 30 (SAS); at Victoria, May 3 (ARD); and at Blaine, May 6 (LHK). They did not reach Rockport (in the mountains) until May 20 (FMS). A pair of Myrtle Warblers was noted at Comox, May 6, 10 days later than the usual date for passing through. They were seen at Bellevue (WH) and Victoria (ARD) on May 8. Audubon's Warblers came to Rockport, April 13. Townsend's Warblers arrived at Victoria, April 6, and were fairly common by May 31. They were not noted at Seattle until May 24 (RMB). Macgillivray's Warblers were scarce at Comox, and were not heard until mid-May. They were first noted at Spanaway, May 15 (ZMS), and at Seattle, May 22 (RMB). Common Yellowthroats were seen at Copalis, April 17, and at Bellevue, April 24. They were common at Seattle by April 30 (SAS). Yellowthroats were seen at Victoria, May 22 (usually uncommon, ARD). Black-capped Warblers came to Seattle, May 7, where they were as numerous as last year, if not more so (ZMS). One was seen at Victoria, where they are not common on May 8.

Tanagers, Grosbeaks, Finches.—A male Western Tanager was seen at Seattle, May 7, Victoria, May 11, and at Rockport, May 13. The first Black-headed Grosbeak was heard in Victoria, May 17; at Issaquah and at Seattle on May 22. Three Lazuli Buntings were at Rockport on May 28 (FMS), and at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, May 29. A few Evening Grosbeaks were still around Seattle at the end of period (ZMS). House Finches were seen frequently in the Comox area (R. Fryer, fide Pearse). Am. Goldfinches (2) arrived at Blaine, April 30, with a wave of about 135 on May 21. They were first reported at Seattle, May 4 (RMB), and at Victoria, May 11 (ARD).

Sparrows.—The (Brooks') Savannah Sparrow arrives in the Region in late March or early April, and starts nesting by the time the more northerly subspecies are passing through. Brooksi was noted at Port Townsend, Wash., April 15 (ZMS), and at Victoria, April 24, where they were nesting by May 23 (ARD). Davidson observed a large flock (250±) of another subspecies on May 19. Pearse reported the Aleutian (sandwichensis) still passing through Comox, May 27, which was very late. A very unusual Lark Sparrow was banded by Mrs. Skinner at Rockport on May 18. Mrs. Kline reported her last Slate-colored Junco (hyemalis) at Blaine on April 4. Chipping Sparrows were noted at Bellevue, April 10; at Victoria, April 16; and at Blaine, April 29. A White-crowned Sparrow was singing at Seattle, March 27 (Violet E. Cannon). The first migrant was noted at Victoria, April 2, and at Bellevue, April 5. The first Gambel's White-crown was identified at Blaine, April 28; 12 were banded; there was a smaller migration this year. A heavy migration of Golden-crowned Sparrows was reported throughout, far in excess of normal at Comox, Victoria and Blaine. Davidson had 175 at his home in Victoria, May 7, and they had 
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nearly all gone by May 20. Mrs. Kline banded 27 at Blaine, where the migration started April 29, a week later than in 1954, and lasted longer, until May 22. The last was seen at Seattle, May 28 (RMB). A Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Seattle, April 24, and May 9 (RMB). Only one was seen at Victoria, May 23.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1955

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—An unusually backward spring, cold, wet and snowy, was experienced in much of the Region.
[image: ]
[New Regional Map]

Weydemeyer at Fortine, Mont., noted a delaying effect upon nesting of species which usually begin nesting in April or May. Observers elsewhere seemed to note no pronounced effects, however. Abundant spring rainfall around Great Falls kept lakes and ponds at a good level, although the draining of Freezeout Lake near Choteau, Mont., is expected to affect adversely many migrating waterfowl (Tom Walker). At Bend, Oreg., on the other hand, Roest reported drought conditions, with only 4½ inches of precipitation since last September, and a very poor outlook for the pine seed crop. Daytime temperatures were generally high there and nighttime temperatures, low, with 7 nights in July below freezing.
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Loons, Grebes, Herons.—The only breeding record for loons was that of a nest, presumably of the Common Loon, at Thompson Lakes, Lincoln Co., Mont., June 24 (John Wilson). Jared Verner spent the summer working at Turnbull Refuge, Spokane Co., Wash., and obtained some very good records, especially of water birds. He told of 29 broods, containing 56 young, of Eared Grebes. He noted a pair of Western Grebes, but no young. He recorded 49 broods, with 174 young, of Pied-billed Grebes. Tom Walker reported a few Eared Grebes breeding in the Great Falls area, not nearly so many as in previous years. An immature Double-crested Cormorant was seen on the river at Bend, July 25 (A. Roest). At least 6 Great Blue Herons were at Turnbull, but no young were observed. Verner estimated that 8 Am. Bitterns spent the summer there. One was seen near Browning, Mont., July 30 (TW).

Waterfowl.—Seventeen broods of Canada Geese, totaling 73 young, were produced at Turnbull (JV). Richard Gysendorfer noted a brood of 6 on Columbia Lake, about 65 miles north of Cranbrook, B. C., July 7. Over 70 broods of Mallards were observed at Turnbull (JV). Sixteen broods of Gadwall were noted at Turnbull (JV) and a few bred at Benton Lake, north of Great Falls (TW). Twenty-three broods of Am. Widgeon appeared at Turnbull (JV). A single brood of Pintail was noted there but at Benton Lake this species was perhaps the commonest breeder (TW). Verner reported 13 broods of Green-winged and 46 of Blue-winged Teal at Turnbull, while Walker noted a few of the latter species breeding in his area around Great Falls. A few Wood Ducks were present at Turnbull (JV) and a brood was near Potlatch, Idaho, in late June (Thomas Burleigh, fide JV). Hand reported a female with 2 half-grown young at Missoula, Mont., July 31. They have increased to at least 10 or 15 pairs on the Spokane and Little Spokane Rivers (Spokane Bird Club). Redhead broods numbered 54 at Turnbull (JV). Verner also saw 5 broods of Ring-necked Ducks there, as well as 19 broods of Lesser Scaup. Five broods of Am. Golden-eyes a week or two old were observed at Fortine, Mont., June 4 (Winton Weydemeyer). Nine broods of Ruddy Ducks had been noted there to date but more of this late breeder were expected (JV). Five broods of Hooded Mergansers—an increase over previous years—was recorded at the Refuge (JV), and at least 2 pairs nested on the Little Spokane River (SBC). A few young Am. Mergansers were seen at Missoula (Ralph Hand) and Flathead Lake, Mont. (ED.) in late July.

Hawks and Eagles.—Roest found young Turkey Vultures just learning to fly at Bend, Oreg., July 29. The birds were seen occasionally at Turnbull (JV). A nest of Goshawk eggs hatched, May 31, at Bend (AR). and young birds left the nest near Lewistown, Mont., in late July (Clifford Davis). Only a few Cooper's Hawks were reported; one near Missoula appeared to have a nest nearby, June 19 (RH). Verner found nests of Red-tailed Hawks, with young, near Pullman, Wash., May 21, and a nest with 1 young at Turnbull on the same date. An adult and an immature bird on the wing were seen, August 4, on Wild Horse Island in Flathead Lake, Mont. (ED.). Walker reported Swainson's Hawks as fairly common around Great Falls although they are much shot there. At Bend young Golden Eagles were ready to leave the nest, June 29 (AR). The birds were noted near Great Falls (TW) and at Banff National Park, Canada; Glacier National Park, White Sulphur Springs and Red Lodge, Mont. (RG). A nest of the Bald Eagle at Canmore, Alta., held 2 young on July 6 (RG). Marsh Hawks appeared to be the commonest hawk around Great Falls during the summer. A nest found on June 14 contained 2 young only a few days old (TW). One Osprey nest was located along the Little Spokane River near Spokane, Wash. (Stephen O. Stanley) and another was on an island in the Bow River, Alta. (RG). Several Sparrow Hawk nests were reported during June and July. Verner found a nest in a nest box at Turnbull and Davis found a pair nesting on the campus of the State College, Bozeman, Mont.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Blue Grouse nested quite commonly in the Little Belt Mountains near Great Falls (TW) and a brood of 5 young just out of the nest was observed in the Cabinet Mountains, Lincoln Co., Mont., July 5 (John Echo, fide CD). Broods noted at Fortine were later than usual (WW). A female Franklin's Grouse with 5 chicks a day or two old was noted, July 10, at the Continental Divide in Glacier Park (RG). Broods of Ruffed Grouse were reported from Turnbull (JV) and near Bozeman (CD), Fortine (WW), and Libby, Mont. (En.). European Partridges seemed less common than usual around Great Falls (TW) and the Spokane Bird Club reported that their numbers have been greatly reduced there in recent years. Verner noted but one brood at Turnbull. He noted 5 broods of California Quail, however. Downy young were noted at Bend, August 3, and downy young of Rock Partridge, July 22 (AR). Five broods of Ring-necked Pheasant were noted at Turnbull (JV).

Cranes, Rails, Plovers.—Davis reported the Sand-hill Crane on the breeding grounds at Red Rock Lake, Beaverhead Co., Mont., May 28. A pair was seen near Logan, Mont., July 9, where a farmer said they bred each summer (CD). Soras were abundant at Turnbull, where they no doubt bred (JV). Verner located a nest of the Virginia Rail there, May 21. He also noted 78 broods of Am. Coot there. Hand saw 2 broods at Ninepipe Reservoir, Mission Co., Mont., and August 2. Unusually few were in the Fortine area (WW). Killdeer were noted breeding at Turnbull (JV), Benton Lake Refuge (TW), Fortine (WW), and Libby (Mrs. W. C. Taylor).

Shorebirds.—Wilson's Snipe are believed to be increasing in the Spokane area (SBC). Young were noted at Turnbull (JV). Upland Sandpipers were common and breeding at Benton Lake (TW). Young Spotted Sandpipers were seen at Turnbull (JV); near Bozeman (CD); at Fortine (WW) and at Libby (ED.). Three very small young were found at Libby on the late date of August 17. Am. Avocets and Wilson's Phalaropes bred very commonly at Benton Lake (TW).

Gulls, Terns.—California and Ring-billed Gulls 
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bred in small numbers in the Great Falls area (TW) and were noted at Flathead Lake in early August (ED.). Walker noted small flocks of Franklin's Gulls at Benton Lake. Verner found the nest of a Black Tern at Turnbull, July 7, and recorded flying young after July 14.

Doves, Owls.—A Mourning Dove nest with 2 eggs was noted, May 14, at Wawawai, Wash., and 9 occupied nests were found at Turnbull up to July 8 (JV). The birds were very common, as usual, in the Great Falls area (TW) and Roest reported half-grown young on June 16 at Bend. An adult Horned Owl was seen on a nest near Pullman, Wash., March 27 (JV). A Short-eared Owl was seen near Great Falls, June 14 (TW) and one, July 11, at Big Timber (RG). Young Long-eared Owls were just out of the nest, July 4, at Bozeman (CD).

Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds.—The Common Nighthawk was not noted until June 7 at Bend (AR) and June 14 at Libby (ED.). Three nests were found at Turnbull (JV). Black Swifts appeared over Libby occasionally during the summer (ED.). Three Vaux's Swifts were noted in the Ochoco Mountains northeast of Bend, June 22 (AR). White-throated Swifts were reported as breeding fairly commonly in the Missouri River canyon just west of Cascade, Mont. (TW). A pair of Black-chinned Hummingbirds, the first in 35 years of observing, was noted at Fortine (WW). The species was noted occasionally at Libby (ED.). The Belted Kingfisher was breeding commonly in the Little Belt Mountains, southeast of Great Falls (TW).

Woodpeckers.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker was noted at White Sulphur Springs, Mont., July 11 (RG). In Banff, Alta., a female Red-headed Woodpecker was feeding young out of the nest, July 5 (RG). John Person got his first record of Lewis's Woodpecker, 2 birds near Craig, Mont. Lewis's were unusually scarce at Fortine (WW). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were scantily noted. Verner found 4 nests with young at Turnbull and Stanley reported one nest in the Little Spokane River area. The birds seemed unusually scarce at Libby (ED.). A nest of the White-headed Woodpecker was found near St. Maries, Idaho, June 19, by Earl Pettibone. Another was noted near Ford, Wash., in May, by Irene Hunt and Alma Walker.

Flycatchers.—Cliff Davis found young Eastern Kingbirds in a nest near Bozeman, July 15, and Verner found 7 nests at Turnbull, the first on June 22. Eastern and Western Kingbirds nested commonly around Great Falls, the latter the more abundantly (TW). They were seen regularly around Spokane (SBC) and a pair had a nest, apparently unsuccessful, at Libby, where they are rare. Say's Phoebe was found nesting at Wawawai, Wash. (JV) and Great Falls (TW) and was seen at Banff, July 6 (RG). Traill's Flycatcher bred abundantly at Turnbull; the first occupied nest was found, June 20 (JV). Wright's (or Hammond's) Flycatcher was fairly common in the Little Belt Mountains and the Western bred commonly there (TW). A Western was seen in the Libby area, where it is rare, July 9 (RG). Nests of the Western Wood Pewee were noted at Turnbull (JV), Great Falls (TW) and Flathead Lake (ED.). Mrs. A. I. Buchecker observed an increase in Olive-sided Flycatchers in the Spokane area.

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches.—Four young Gray Jays were out of the nest but being fed by their parents on April 16 at Libby (Kyle Beebe). The Am. Magpie was reported as extremely common at Great Falls, on the increase at Spokane, and noted nesting (eggs) as late as May 14 at Pullman (JV). A few Common Ravens were noted quite regularly at Libby and the Am. Crow was increasing at Spokane. Roest noted the first young Piñon Jays following their parents on May 30 at Bend. Young Black-capped Chickadees were observed at Turnbull, June 23, and a nest with eggs was found in a steel pipe in the Bozeman cemetery (CD). Mountain Chickadees nested commonly in the Little Belts (TW) and a nest was located in the Gallatin Canyon south of Bozeman, May 15 (CD). White-breasted Nuthatches were reported breeding only at Turnbull (young on June 29) and near Craig, Mont. (John Person, fide TW). The Red-breasted bred in the Little Belts fairly commonly (TW). A nest of the Pygmy Nuthatch near Pullman contained 7 eggs, May 21 (JV). The species was noted around Spokane and on Melita Island near Big Arm on Flathead Lake (ED.).

Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—Two nesting records were obtained for the Am. Dipper along the Little Spokane River by Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Haggin. A pair evidently nested on Rattlesnake Creek on the edge of Missoula (RH). The birds occurred commonly in the Little Belts during the summer (TW). Verner found a Long-billed Marsh Wren nest with 7 eggs on May 21 at Turnbull, and Davis observed the building of a nest near Three Forks, Mont., on July 9. The Rock Wren nested very commonly in the badlands along the Missouri River below Great Falls (TW) and one nest was found near Spokane (Haggin). Am. Robins appeared to nest in the usual abundance. The first young out of the nest were noted at Libby, May 19. Hermit Thrushes seemed to be quite common in the Little Belts (TW). Olive-backed Thrushes were very common breeders there also, and Verner found a nest with young at 5000 ft. elevation on Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, Idaho, July 3. He also found two nests of the Veery at Turnbull; one nest had a cowbird egg also. Walker reported the Veery as very common and breeding in the Big Belt Mountains south of Great Falls. A Western Bluebird nest at Turnbull held 4 young on June 16. Hand found a Townsend's Solitaire nest with 4 eggs near Missoula, June 19; they were hatching on June 27. A nest with four half-grown young was noted near Banff, July 7 (RG). Walker reported them nesting fairly commonly in the Little Belts. He also noted Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets nesting fairly commonly in the same area, the former the more abundantly. The first record of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet nesting in southeastern Washington was a nest with eggs found, May 27 (JV).

Pipits through Vireos.—Young Water Pipits were observed out of the nest, July 30, at 10,000 ft. elevation on Hyalite Peak south of Bozeman (CD). A single Sprague's Pipit was noted at Benton Lake, June 
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20 (TW). Cedar Waxwings nested commonly in the Spokane area and less commonly near Great Falls. The first young out of the nest at Libby were noted about July 31 (Olive Parker). Young Loggerhead Shrikes were reported just out of the nest, June 25, at Bend (AR). A few nesting records for Common Starlings were reported from Spokane. Starlings are on the increase there (SBC) and at Great Falls (TW). The Solitary Vireo is believed to be increasing in numbers at Spokane (Buchecker) and was common in the Little Belts (TW). It was noted at Turnbull and Libby. An immature Red-eyed Vireo with a parent bird was seen at Libby, August 16. A young Warbling Vireo nearly ready for flight, was caught by a cat in Bozeman, July 25 (CD).

Warblers.—An Orange-crowned Warbler was noted at Libby, July 9, where it probably breeds. A few Nashville Warblers were noted in the same locality. Yellow Warblers were abundant at Turnbull and Libby but less common than usual at Great Falls. The first young out of the nest at Libby was noted on July 14. Audubon's Warbler was widely reported but with few breeding records: noted breeding in the Little Belts (TW) and an adult feeding a young out of the nest, June 11, at Missoula (RH). The Oven-bird noted in the spring in the Little Belts was observed until July 10 (TW). One nesting site of the Northern Water-thrush was located at St. Marks, Idaho, June 19 (EP). Macgillivray's Warbler was reported as a fairly common breeder in the lower creek valleys of the Little Belts (TW). Verner reports as very unusual a record of a Black-capped Warbler at an elevation of 5000 ft. on Moscow Mountain on July 3. Roest noted one at Bend, May 30. A young male Am. Redstart was noted at Missoula on the early date of June 12 (RH) and a young bird was seen at Libby, August 16. They are believed to be increasing around Spokane (SBC).

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Western Meadowlarks were widely reported. Weydemeyer found a nest with eggs, June 4, at Fortine, Mont. A nest with 5 eggs was noted at Three Forks, the last week in May (CD). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were unusually common at Freezeout Lake, Mont. (TW). Eggs were noted, July 1, near Manhattan, Mont. (CD). Walker got the unusual record of a male Baltimore Oriole in Great Falls, June 29—his first record. Bullock's Oriole was unusually common and nesting in the Great Falls area, he reported. Davis noted young on the wing, July 9, near Bozeman. Two immature Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at Libby, August 1, and a young one was being fed by what appeared to be a female Audubon's Warbler, August 4, on Cromwell Island, near Big Arm, Flathead Lake (ED.).

Tanagers, Fringillids.—A flock of about 100 Western Tanagers was observed along the E. Gallatin River, north of Bozeman, June 17, a late date for them not to be paired (Martin Dwyer, fide CD). They bred commonly in the Great Falls area and a young bird was being fed by an adult at Turnbull, July 27. Verner reported Lazuli Buntings as abundant in southeastern Washington. They seemed more common than usual around Libby, but only a few were seen in the Great Falls area. Evening Grosbeaks were feeding young out of the nest at the headwaters of Ochoco Creek northeast of Bend, July 22 (AR), and a few were noted high in the Little Belt Mountains (TW). Cassin's Finch showed an increase at Spokane (SBC). The House Finch bred commonly in the Pullman–Moscow area (JV). Pine Siskins were common and breeding in the Little and Big Belt Mountains (TW) and at Libby. Three fully fledged young Red Crossbills were still following their mother at Libby, April 30. They were much less common there than last year, but Walker reported them as becoming extremely common in the valleys of the Little Belts in late July. The Spotted Towhee was very common and breeding along the Missouri River below Great Falls (TW). The Green-tailed Towhee was present at Bend after June 1. Vesper Sparrows were noted breeding at Turnbull and around Great Falls. Lark Sparrows were noted at Turnbull and at Great Falls (TW, RG). Of special interest was a pair of Slate-colored Juncos near Spokane, August 10. Presumably they nested in the area (Mrs. S. O. Stanley). Oregon Junco nests were located in southeastern Washington (JV), and in northwestern Montana nests were found with eggs or young from about May 12 to July 21 (WW, Bob and Bill Cole, ED.). The (Pink-sided) Oregon Junco was found breeding east of the Divide, at Great Falls and Bozeman, and one was noted at Banff, July 6 (RG). An Am. Tree Sparrow nest was reported near St. Marks, Idaho, June 19 (EP). Chipping Sparrow nests were found at Libby (Bob Shelden); Turnbull, and at Great Falls and the Little Belts, where they nested up to 8,000 ft. (TW). A colony of White-crowned Sparrows (est. 15 or 20 pairs) was found breeding in the Little Belt Mountains (TW). Davis reported a nest near Hyalite Lake at 8,800 ft., July 31, and Gysendorfer found 2 nests at Canmore, Alta., July 6. Fox Sparrows were reported from Turnbull and Libby. Nests of Song Sparrows were recorded at Turnbull and Fortine, Mont. The earliest occupied nest was at Turnbull, May 21. McCown's and Chestnut-collared Longspurs were noted at Benton Lake, the latter extremely commonly (TW).—TOM ROGERS, 1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont.


The Nesting Season, 1955

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The rainfall continued to be normal or above normal over this Region. 
[image: ]
[New Regional Map]

The summer 
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was comparatively cool and the breeding season late due to early wet and cold weather. In general the waterfowl season was highly successful. Some of our observers here in the West hold positions in National Parks and the unprecedented horde of tourists was so great that their field work was slim. It is fervently hoped that the government can be persuaded to stop using our National Parks as a source of revenue. Revenue derived from the Parks should be ploughed back into the Parks. Their personnel and facilities are becoming hopelessly inadequate for the job. Ken McLeod reports that wildlife is threatened by new trouble in the Klamath Basin. This time it is insect poisons spread by airplane over agricultural areas adjacent to regions where wildlife abounds. The fate of Klamath Marsh still hangs in the balance.

Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—Carl Jepson, naturalist at Grand Teton National Park, reported that the Trumpeter Swan nested in four places in that park this season and brought off 14 young, a new high. The elk refuge just north of Jackson remains the easiest place to observe these spectacular birds. Reports of the breeding of Canada Geese were spotty. At Bear River they were down from 300 broods to 240. At Grand Teton National Park (Jackson Hole) they were up in numbers and at Pathfinder Reservoir in central Wyoming, down in numbers (Berlet). Leo Young at Bear River Marshes at the northeast end of the Great Salt Lake reported enough rain to hold the water level of the units there at a reasonable level. This consequently produced an abundance of food and nesting cover. The result was more nesting ducks and an excellent breeding season. On twelve special nesting plots the count rose from 141 nests last year to 240 nests this year. This, of course, is only a small part of the nesting population. At Monte Vista in central southern Colorado in the San Luis Valley, Bryant noted the best-ever duck nesting season with production at about 1500 birds in this new refuge. Ken McLeod observed that waterfowl had an excellent season in the Klamath Basin but no figures are available from this great ornithological paradise. John Warkley found the Harlequin Duck breeding on the Yellowstone River in Yellowstone Park in two places, July 12. One is just below Fishing Bridge and the other is not far from Tower Junction.

Cranes, Turkeys, Shorebirds.—The Sandhill Crane bred in two places in Jackson Hole (Jepson) within the Park: one pair near Moran and another on the National Elk Refuge, both sites easily accessible to viewers. They were seen by many tourists. Wyoming's wild Turkey population is increasing rather rapidly. These birds now occur in the Laramie Range around Laramie Peak, in the Black Hills of Wyoming, and in the Big Horns. A hen was found on eggs at Devil's Tower National Monument (McIntyre). In fact, Wyoming just entered into a deal with the state of Montana by which Wyoming acquired mountain goats in exchange for Turkeys. There is some debate as to whether the Turkey was ever native to these regions. Bryant reported excellent shorebird breeding results at Monte Vista in Colorado. Warkley recorded 3 pairs of Black-necked Stilts nesting at Ocean Lake in July in central Wyoming, an unusual record. Hyde reaffirmed that the Mountain Plover is a rather common breeding bird around Laramie, Wyo., in the southern part of the state.

Terns, Owls.—The Caspian Tern nested at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming for the first time (Warkley). The Great Grey Owl was again at Moose at Grand Teton National Park Headquarters (Jepson). Another was reported in Yellowstone Park near Lake by Warkley. R. J. Fleetwood observed no Short-eared Owl nests on Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge in central Colorado, while in previous years he had found up to seven.

Starlings.—The Common Starling continues to spread out in the Rocky Mountain Region. Oppie Reames found them breeding in Durango in southwestern Colorado for the first time. Fleetwood found them nesting in the San Luis Valley near Alamosa to the east.

Crossbills.—The Red Crossbill continues to be a fascinating bird. After an absence from its range in the Rockies for a year it turned up in great numbers this June almost everywhere. Don Thatcher reported them west of Denver first on June 11. They were abundant in the Laramie Range in central Wyoming by June 8 (Wyo. Aud. Soc.). Rawlins, in southern Wyoming, had some on July 25 (Lambertsen). Mrs. Waltman had them at Story in the Big Horns. Laramie had them at the end of July (Hyde). They were not seen at Devil's Tower by Grace McIntyre until August 14 after fourteen months' absence. She maintains an excellent feeding station at headquarters all year round and has many interesting species there in both summer and winter that can be seen by tourists. These birds include the White-winged Junco.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo.


The Nesting Season, 1955

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June and July were generally cool and overcast, with odd hot days. The precipitation was well above normal. The last of July and the first two weeks of August were sunny and warm, except for occasional overcast days. May, during which many resident and early summer visitors hatch their first broods, was one of the coldest on record. Although there were no record lows the average was well below normal. Cloudiness was well above normal. Some ground-nesting birds had trouble with their first broods, but small birds on the whole seemed to have a better nesting season than last year.

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—A pair of Common Loons and one young were seen at Comox, August 7 (Theed Pearse). Young Pied-billed Grebes were out of the nest at Seattle, July 25 and August 14 (Mrs. H. L. Schumacher). Double-crested Cormorants had many completed clutches on Bare Island, off southeastern Vancouver Island, July 2 (A. R. Davidson). Brandt's Cormorants were feeding young at Point Grenville, north of Copalis, Wash., August 4 (Walter Hagenstein). Of about 200 pairs of Pelagic Cormorants on Bare Island, July 2, most had completed clutches; at Gordon Head near Victoria, nest building began about June 1, and on July 1 most had eggs. This species has increased as a nesting bird around the Comox area in the last 20 years; 120 were counted at a site that formerly had only an odd pair (TP). They may have moved northward because of persecution in the San Juan Islands of Washington. They were incubating on Colville Island in the San Juans, July 27 (Zella M. Schultz).

Swans, Ducks.—Three Whistling Swans were in an open field south of Renton, King Co., Wash., June 16; an injured bird was on Copalis Beach, August 14 (WH). There were few broods of Mallards on Comox Slough; male Shovellers, Blue- and Green-winged Teal were seen, but no young. Wood Ducks seemed to have disappeared, and Am. Mergansers were much below normal. A flock of scaup (139) were seen at Blaine, June 24 (LHK). Male scaup summered at Comox in small numbers (TP). Surf and White-winged Scoters, adult males and non-breeders, were in goodly numbers off the east side of Vancouver Island the end of July; about 1,000 were at Nanoose Bay (ARD). Two Ruddy Ducks were seen at Blaine, June 4. Newly-hatched Am. Mergansers were seen at Victoria, May 29 (ARD). Three adults were at Bellevue, June 5 (WH).

Hawks.—Two adult Ospreys with one young were at a nest at Sidney, Vancouver Island, July 17. One or possibly 2 pairs nested at Comox. They were nest building at Bellevue, June 11. Young were in a nest on Lopez Island in the San Juans, July 24 (ZMS). The pair of Bald Eagles at Comox brought off two young. Three last year's birds had been around earlier in the season.

Grouse, Quail.—On the south part of Vancouver Island, an adult Blue Grouse was seen with 5 newly-hatched chicks, July 27 (ARD). On a 40-mile drive through logged-off areas near Comox, August 7, no Blue Grouse were seen. The first broods of California Quail at Seattle were quickly decimated by wet weather and predators; at one place a pair brought off a brood of 12 on August 9 (H. W. Higman). Quail were seen with young about July 21 at Victoria, where they were common. A second brood of 7 was seen at Bellevue, August 11. A male Ring-necked Pheasant with a brood of one-third grown young was seen on Lopez Island, June 4 (ZMS). Young pheasants were seen at Victoria, July 24.

Coots, Shorebirds.—A newly-hatched Am. Coot was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, at Seattle, June 26. A nest with eggs of Killdeer was found in south Seattle, May 7 (Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Boggs). They were seen 
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with young at Victoria, May 10. Three pairs were breeding at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine from June 1 to July 1; a chick 24 hours old was banded on July 4. Spotted Sandpipers were nesting at Comox at the end of the spring period. They nested during July at Rockport, Skagit Co., Wash., in the Cascade Mountain foothills (Fern Skinner). One non-breeder was seen on Lopez Island, June 4 (ZMS).

Gulls.—Glaucous-winged Gulls were still laying eggs on Lopez Island, June 4; on July 23 most of the young appeared to be 30 to 40 days old (ZMS). About 1500 pairs on Bare Island had eggs and downy young on July 2 (ARD). A flock of about 300 Bonaparte's Gulls, mainly yearlings with some adults, summered at Comox; usually only an occasional bird is seen. One Caspian Tern was seen at Blaine, June 17. On August 20 a young Pigeon Guillemot about three-fourths grown but with the egg tooth still well defined was picked up in the Tacoma Narrows, and brought to the Museum. On Protection Island, off Port Angeles, Wash., July 9, young Rhinoceros Auklets ranged from one-fourth to three-fourths grown (G. Eddy & W. Goodge).

Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons did not seem so numerous at Victoria; the largest flock seen was 24. They did not appear in such large numbers at Bellevue (W. H. Ransom). While specific records were not reported, there was a general feeling that Mourning Doves were increasing fairly rapidly in western Washington. Three were seen at Blaine, June 7; 2 pairs were nesting, July 3; and 2 nestlings were banded on August 9. At Victoria, 2 were seen, July 15; 8 on August 7. An injured Screech Owl about nine weeks old was brought to Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle, July 26; and a Saw-whet Owl about a month old was brought in, August 3.

Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—Observers reported that Common Nighthawks were scarce. The first was heard in Seattle on June 9 (MRF); and at Victoria and Blaine, June 7. Young were out of the nest at Grays Harbor, Wash., August 3 (WH). A nestling Rufous Hummingbird was received by Mrs. Schumacher in mid-May. They were nest building at Bellevue, June 5. Young were flying at Victoria, June 23; and they nested at Rockport during July. A juvenal Belted Kingfisher was picked up dead in downtown Seattle, July 19. It was fully grown and feathered, but the bones were still soft (ZMS). Young Red-shafted Flickers hatched in Seattle about June 14, and were at the feeding tray about July 15 (Violet E. Cannon). A young Red-shafted was brought to the Museum, August 10, with the post-juvenal molt well under way. The Lewis's Woodpeckers at Bellevue had 2 young out of the nest, August 1 (WH). Young Downy Woodpeckers were flying at Victoria, July 3.

Flycatchers, Larks.—A brood of Eastern Kingbirds was noted at Comox, August 7; 2 other pairs of adults at different places in the same area indicated there might have been three broods. One adult was seen at Copalis Beach, August 14 (WH). Traill's Flycatchers were above average at Comox. A brood was out of the nest at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). Young Western Flycatchers were flying at Victoria about June 14. The second nesting occurred at Blaine the third week in July. At Seattle, young Westerns were out of the nest by July 4 (VEC), and one just out of the nest was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, August 9. Young Western Wood Pewees were flying at Victoria about June 14. They were scarce at Comox. An Olive-sided Flycatcher too young to fly was brought to Mrs. Schumacher from the Olympic Peninsula, August 25. Horned Larks were nesting at two places on the airport near Victoria; a pair with small young was seen about July 28.

Swallows.—Mr. Pearse felt that the swallows suffered losses at Comox; there were few young birds, and the adult population was below normal. A Violet-green Swallow flew from a nest in his garden on July 28, which was the latest date he has known. This may have been the offspring of a second mating of a male whose first mate disappeared during incubation earlier. Violet-greens were nesting at Blaine the second week in June; one young was banded, July 5; others hatched, July 31. At Rockport, 5 broods of young flew from nest boxes from July 30 to August 2 (FS). Two young were out of the nest at Bellevue, July 26 (J. B. Holyoke, fide WH). At Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, 62 pairs of Cliff Swallows were nesting from May 24 to June 18; another nesting occurred from the last week in July to the first week in August. They left nests at Seattle, August 19 (ZMS). Tree Swallows nested at Blaine from May 24 to June 6. One Tree Swallow, feathered but still in the nest at Seattle, was rescued by Mrs. Schumacher on July 27, and a Barn Swallow brood of the same age was brought to her on the same day. Barn Swallows nested at Blaine the first week in June, with another nesting the second week in August.

Jays, Ravens, Crows.—Steller's Jay, formerly a rarity at Comox, showed an increase on logged lands, August 7. They have been coming back to their former haunts in Seattle. A Common Raven was seen on May 15 at Spanaway, south of Tacoma, a most peculiar place (ZMS). A pair of Common Ravens was nesting at Blaine, July 12, and feeding 2 young out of the nest, August 14. The Northwestern Crow showed no increase as a nesting species at Comox; rather the reverse. At Seattle, however, they showed a marked increase; at least 75 were seen on the University of Washington Campus, August 15 (ZMS).

Chickadees, Bushtits, Creepers, Dippers, Wrens.—A pair of Black-capped Chickadees was nesting at Blaine, April 17; the female was injured and the nest was broken up (LHK). Bushtits were nest building in a Seattle garden, March 27. The results of this nesting were not observed. The second nest was begun, June 26; young were being fed on July 24, and were out of the nest, August 11 (RMB). A bushtit just out of the nest was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, May 29. They were flying at Victoria, June 7. A Brown Creeper just out of the nest was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, June 16, from Edmonds, north of Seattle. On the Carbon River, Pierce Co., Wash., a pair of Am. Dippers was seen at the nest, June 8 (LHK). A pair had young at Rockport, August 10 (FS). Bewick's Wrens left the nest at 
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Victoria, May 12. They were nesting at Blaine the first week in June.

Thrushes, Waxwings.—Am. Robins nested at Blaine from April 29 to July 15. They were fewer than usual at sea level near Comox, but were found scattered over logged areas, and young were flying, May 19. Young Am. Robins hatched at Seattle by April 19 and young were in the nest at Kingston, Bainbridge Island, August 10 (VT). Olive-backed Thrushes seemed to be scarcer throughout the Region. Western Bluebirds were nesting at Roy, Pierce Co., Wash., June 7 (LHK). Mountain Bluebirds nested during July at Rockport (FS). Cedar Waxwings were common at Comox. Two pairs nested at Mrs. Kline's place from June 25 to July 28.

Vireos, Warblers.—All vireos were below normal at Comox, except the Solitary. Solitary Vireos nested at Rockport during July. A nest of Warbling Vireos was completed in a garden at Victoria, May 21, and the young were flying, June 25 (ARD). They were carrying nesting material at Renton, June 7 (LHK). Young were in Miss Cannon's yard in Seattle, August 15. A juvenal Orange-crowned Warbler was brought to Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle, May 27. Orange-crowns were singing at Comox, June 22, suggesting a second nesting (TP). (Orange-crowned and Audubon's have a second short song period between broods —ZMS.) Yellow Warblers were unusually abundant at Comox. Young were flying at Victoria, June 26. At Blaine a pair nested the second week in June; and at Rockport they nested during July. Yellow Warblers at Seattle were carrying nesting material on June 12; the nest was completed, July 2; and the young left the nest, July 25 (RMB). Young Audubon's Warblers were first seen at Victoria, June 7. They nested at Rockport during July, probably a second nesting. Young Black-throated Gray Warblers were seen at north Seattle in mid-June, and again the third week in August (ZMS); at the south part of the city they were in a yard, August 15 (VEC).

Blackbird, Orioles, Tanagers.—A Brown-headed Cowbird was seen at Victoria, May 17, and on July 1 a juvenal was being fed by a Yellow Warbler. It was out of the nest, July 10 (ARD). A young cowbird was picked up dead on the University of Washington Campus, July 4 (William Goodge). This appears to be the first breeding record for western Washington. The Bullock's Oriole which had been in the Bellevue area in spring was in Hagenstein's yard from June 20 to 25. Red-winged Blackbirds were nesting at Blaine the second week in May. Brewer's Blackbirds seemed to be spreading out. At Comox there was evidence of their increase as nesters; young were on the wing, May 27. Banding records at Bellevue indicated an increase (WHR). They were nesting at Blaine the second week in June. Western Tanagers were above average at Comox. They were at their nest at Bellevue, July 25 (WH), and young were in a yard at Seattle, August 15 (VEC).

Fringillids.—A pair of Lazuli Buntings nested at Blaine the third week in June, and Purple Finches were incubating the first week in June. House Finches nested in several places in Seattle (VEC); 2 nestlings were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on May 31. Pine Siskins have an irregular breeding cycle. Young were flying at Blaine the third week in June. At Seattle 2 young birds, approximately six week old, were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on August 10 and 14. Am. Goldfinches were feeding young off the nest at Blaine, June 24. At Seattle young were flying, July 26 and young were still on the nest, August 14 (HLS). Red Crossbills seemed to be doing well in British Columbia; 35 were seen at Victoria, August 7. Fryer reported flocks up to 40 seen frequently around Comox; 50 were feeding on Yellow Cedar cones, August 7 (TP). A juvenal Spotted Towhee was at a feeding tray in Seattle, May 23 (RMB). Mrs. Schumacher received juvenals on June 22 and 25; one 12 days old, July 26, and one able to fly, August 10. Three young well into the post-juvenal molt were banded, August 20 to 27, by Mrs. Schultz. Savannah Sparrows nested at Blaine from May 30 to June 10, with a second brood the first week in August. The subspecies brooksi showed a marked increase within their limited breeding area at Comox. Oregon Juncos were nesting at Blaine the first week in June. Young at Bellevue were out of the nest, July 7, and seemed to be much more plentiful (WH). Four fully-grown juvenals were at a feeding tray in Seattle, August 15, accompanied by parents (ZMS). Young Chipping Sparrows were flying at Victoria, June 10, and independent young were seen at Rockport, July 28 (FS); while a brood was being fed in the nest at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). Young White-crowned Sparrows were at a feeding tray in Seattle, June 14 (RMB). White-crowns were exceptionally plentiful on Lopez Island; young were out of the nest, but unable to fly on July 30 (ZMS). Young Song Sparrows were seen in the nest at Seattle, April 29 (RMB). They were fully fledged at Victoria, May 31. Nesting was under way at Blaine the first week in June. Newly-hatched young were noted at Kingston, August 8 (VT).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.
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