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Autumn Migration, 1952

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Both in northern Idaho and western Montana. the fall months were characterized by clear, warm weather, with almost no precipitation from July until November, and temperatures consistently above normal. Although no records were broken, the Weather Bureau reported one of the dryest falls recorded for this part of the country. 
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In northern Idaho, temperatures in the eighties were experienced as late as early October, and it was the latter part of the month before the first light frosts covered the ground in the early morning hours. With no periods of bad weather to influence the movements of fall transients, the southward migration produced little of unusual interest. It was again clearly demonstrated that it is not the suggestion of approaching winter that influences birds in their departure in the fall, for despite unusually favorable conditions, clear warm days and an abundance of food, summer residents throughout the Region departed almost on schedule. Very few species were noted later than usual, and those that were could be accounted for by the fact that an occasional hardy individual frequently lingers in any locality later than might be expected. Species from farther north, both transients and those that remained for the winter likewise appeared, with few exceptions, on dates normal in every respect. Records from western Montana were reported by R. L. Hand. Those from northern Idaho and eastern Washington, unless otherwise specified, were personally taken.

Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl.—Two Horned Grebes, rarely observed in the State, were seen at Sandpoint, Idaho on Oct. 31 (Hand), and several Pied-billed Grebes (rare in western Montana) were noted at Kicking Horse Reservoir (Lake Co., Mont.), Aug. 6 and 11. The last Great Blue Heron was seen at Missoula, Sept. 4, while in northern Idaho 4 birds appeared at Lewiston, July 31, and were noted at intervals until early November. A single bird seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch on Dec. 7 will probably winter there. A single Whistling Swan appeared on the Flathead River near Dixon, Oct. 31, while at Lewiston a single bird was seen on Nov. 1 and 13. The last Wood Duck was noted at Missoula, Sept. 14 and a pair on the St. Joe River at St. Marks, Idaho (Hand) on the rather late date of Oct. 21. Two Ruddy Ducks, uncommon in the fall in northern Idaho, were seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch on Nov. 2.

Vultures and Hawks.—At Missoula, the local colony of Turkey Vultures had increased to about 20 individuals by Sept. 14, but they must have left soon after that date as there were none present a week later. A moderate flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks was noted there between Sept. 11 and Oct. 23, and one of Swainson's Hawks (uncommon in the western part of the State) between Aug. 24 and Sept. 11. A Rough-legged Hawk appeared on Oct. 21, while at St. Ignatius, in Lake County, a Ferruginous Hawk, rare west of the Continental Divide, was observed on Sept. 2. The first Pigeon Hawk was noted at Missoula, Oct. 5, and the last Sparrow Hawk, Nov. 2. In northern Idaho, the first Rough-legged Hawk was seen on Nov. 1 at Lewiston, but it was not until Dec. 6 that the first Pigeon Hawk, always uncommon in the northern part of the State, appeared at Moscow.

Marsh Birds and Shorebirds.—Coots in large flocks were noted at Sandpoint, Idaho, Oct. 30 and 31 (Hand), and 2 Soras (uncommon in western Montana) just west of Missoula, Aug. 31. Shorebirds appeared in normal numbers in western Montana, the one exception, due possibly to the clear, warm weather, being the Wilson's Snipe. There was no noticeable fall flight such as has been observed in other years, a single bird only being noted at Nine-pipe Reservoir on Aug. 6. Species recorded otherwise at Missoula were: a Ringed Plover (Hand's first record for the State) on Aug. 24; Killdeer, common through Oct. 6; Spotted Sandpiper, common to Aug. 26, and noted as late as Sept. 14; Solitary Sandpiper, frequently observed, Aug. 6 to 25, and infrequently thereafter until Sept. 14 (late); Greater Yellow-legs noted from July 29 to Aug. 14, and from Aug 6 to 
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Sept. 11 at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs. Also recorded at these reservoirs were the Lesser Yellow-legs, small flocks at Ninepipe, Aug. 25 to Sept. 11; Pectoral Sandpiper, a single bird on Aug. 25 at Kicking Horse; Baird's Sandpiper, common at both Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, Aug. 6 to 25, and a single bird on Sept. 2; Semipalmated Sandpiper, 2 at Kicking Horse, Aug. 11; Northern Phalarope, commoner than in previous years, as many as 30 being seen at Ninepipe on Sept. 2; the first birds appeared on Aug. 11, and the last were noted, Sept. 11. In northern Idaho, on the other hand, relatively few shorebirds were seen. The winter of 1951-52 had been characterized by deep snows with an unusually high water content, and this resulted in keeping such streams as the Palouse River at Potlatch, and the Snake River at Lewiston, so high during the summer and even early fall months that few sandbars or mud flats were exposed on which the shorebirds could feed. In the vicinity of Moscow, there are a few small ponds, and it was here that most of the records were obtained. These were: Am. Golden Plover (rare), one bird on Sept. 15, at Moscow, and two at Lewiston on Sept. 28 and Oct. 5; Solitary Sandpiper, single birds, Aug. 16 and 30 and Sept. 12. Greater Yellow-legs, small flocks, July 1 (early) through Oct. 27 (late); Lesser Yellow-legs, single bird, Sept. 10; Least Sandpiper, 2 birds, Aug. 21; Semipalmated Sandpiper, one bird, Aug. 13; Western Sandpiper, small flocks, July 12 and Aug. 21; Am. Avocet, 2 birds, July 10.

Gulls through Woodpeckers.—In western Montana, the Ring-billed Gull was common throughout August and September at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs. Forster's Terns and Black Terns were noted in small numbers at the two reservoirs until Aug. 11. In northern Idaho, no terns at all were seen during the late summer or fall months, but the Ring-billed Gull appeared on the Snake River at Lewiston on July 24 (early), and a few birds were still present at the end of November. At Missoula the last Mourning Dove was seen on Sept. 1, a rather early departure date. The last Common Nighthawks were noted at Missoula, Sept. 14, and at Moscow, Sept. 8. Hummingbirds were unusually scarce, both in western Montana and northern Idaho, none being seen at Missoula after the middle of July, and only 1 or 2 individuals at Moscow in early August. Of unusual interest was the appearance of a typical (Northern) Yellow-shafted Flicker at Missoula on Oct. 6. The last Lewis's Woodpecker was seen at Missoula, Sept. 2, and at Moscow on Sept. 12.

Flycatchers and Swallows.—The following departure dates indicate once more that despite the relative short distance (in a straight line) between Missoula and Moscow, the fall migration is much earlier in western Montana than in northern Idaho. In each case, the first date given is for Missoula: Eastern Kingbird, Aug. 31 and Sept. 7; Western Kingbird, Sept. 2 and Sept. 7; Traill's Flycatcher, Aug. 3 and Sept. 8; Hammond's (or Wright's) Flycatcher, Aug. 18 and Sept. 23; Western Wood Pewee, Sept. 1 and Sept. 15; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 10 and Sept. 12. Violet-green Swallow, Aug. 31 and Sept. 21; Rough-winged Swallow, Aug. 24 and Sept. 1; Barn Swallow, Sept. 15 and Sept. 28; Cliff Swallow, Aug. 20 and Sept. 16.

Crows, Mountain Chickadees.—Three Crows, seen at Weippe, in Clearwater Co., Idaho, on Aug. 1 were apparently very early transients as this species does not breed anywhere in the Palouse country of northern Idaho. At Missoula, the last Am. Crows were seen, Oct. 6. Mountain Chickadees are rarely seen in northern Idaho below an altitude of approximately 3,000 feet, so of interest this fall was a pronounced and rather early movement from the higher ridges, where this species nests, to the open valleys. In view of the clear, warm weather that prevailed, this altitudinal migration was rather unexpected, and one cannot help but wonder if the prolonged drought was the underlying cause. As early as Aug. 29, a small flock appeared on the University of Idaho campus at Moscow, and on Oct. 5 several small flocks were seen in the cottonwoods along the Snake River at Lewiston, the altitude here the lowest in the State, being only 780 feet.

Wrens, Catbirds, Thrushes.—At Moscow, the last House Wren was noted on Sept. 29, and a Winter Wren, apparently an early transient since it appeared in the residential section of town, on Sept. 28. Both at Missoula and Moscow the last Catbird was seen on Sept. 13. Since there was no bad weather to delay their southward movement, Hermit Thrushes seemingly crossed northern Idaho without finding it necessary to pause for any length of time, and were much scarcer than in any previous year. At Moscow, single birds were seen, Sept. 11 and 15, and Oct. 3 and 7. Mountain Bluebirds departed unexpectedly early both in western Montana and northern Idaho, being last noted at Missoula on Sept. 26 and rarely seen at Moscow after the first of October. One small flock appeared at Moscow, Oct. 31, but as is usually the case, none in November.

Pipits, Waxwings.—At Missoula, the Water Pipit was first seen on Aug. 24 (early), and was common from Sept. 11 through Oct. 6. In northern Idaho a single bird appeared on Sept. 8 (early), and small flocks were noted from the middle of September until Oct. 19. A flock of Bohemian Waxwings was noted at Sandpoint, Idaho, on Oct. 29 (Hand) but through early December this species had not as yet appeared at Moscow. Few species are as erratic as the Bohemian Waxwing in its occurrence in northern Idaho during the winter months, for while present each year the first flock may not be seen at Moscow until early January.

Vireos, Warblers.—Departure dates for the vireos and warblers again showed that the fall migration in western Montana is usually noticeably earlier than in northern Idaho. In each case, the first date cited here is for Missoula, the second for Moscow: (Cassin's) Solitary Vireo, Aug. 26 and Sept. 12; Warbling Vireo, Sept. 1 and Sept. 13; Yellow Warbler, Aug 27 and Aug. 28; Audubon's Warbler, Oct. 18 and Nov. 29; Black-capped Warbler, Sept. 13 and Oct 3; Am. Redstart, Aug. 26 and Sept. 17. The Northern Waterthrush, rarely observed as a transient in northern Idaho, was last seen at Missoula on Aug. 18. 
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A Myrtle Warbler, another extremely scarce transient in northern Idaho, was seen at Coeur d'Alene on Oct. 10, a single bird (collected to verify the identification) being found feeding with a flock of Audubon's Warblers.

Blackbirds.—A single Yellow-headed Blackbird, a scarce fall transient at Moscow, was noted on Aug. 17 feeding with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds. Unquestionably the outstanding event of the fall migration was the presence of a female Rusty Blackbird at Potlatch on Nov. 2, the first definite record for this species not only for Idaho but for the Pacific Northwest. It was feeding alone at the edge of the Palouse River, and while there was no question as to its identity, it was collected after being watched for a minute or two. Brewer's Blackbirds departed earlier than usual this fall, being last noted at Missoula on Sept. 13, and being very scarce in northern Idaho after the latter part of September. The Bullock's Oriole was last seen at Missoula on July 30, and at Moscow on Aug. 14. As has been the case in previous years, adult Brown-headed Cowbirds disappeared completely in northern Idaho in early July, but fully-grown young of the year were present in larger numbers than usual throughout all of July and August, and were noted for the first time in September, a single bird seen at Lewiston on Sept. 4.

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—A rather unexpected record for the fall was the presence of a Western Tanager at Moscow on Nov. 17 and 26, feeding each time with a flock of robins in an apple orchard. This species lingers at times until the middle of October, but it has never before been seen this late in northern Idaho. At Missoula, it was last seen on Sept. 14. Departure dates for the finches and sparrows were much as usual in northern Idaho and were as follows: Black-headed Grosbeak, Sept. 13; Lazuli Bunting, Sept. 14; Savannah Sparrow, Oct. 21; Vesper Sparrow, Sept. 10; Fox Sparrow, Sept. 30; Lincoln's Sparrow, Oct. 8. The first Am. Tree Sparrows appeared at Weippe, Clearwater Co., Idaho on Nov. 6, and at Missoula, Nov. 2. Two White-throated Sparrows, one an adult, the other in immature plumage, were seen a short distance west of Missoula on Oct. 6. The Savannah Sparrow was noted for the last time there on Oct. 6; the Vesper Sparrow on Sept. 14; the Chipping Sparrow on Sept. 20.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


Autumn Migration, 1952

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The entire fall season in most of the Great Basin and Central Rocky Mountain Region was dry and open with little or no moisture and above-average temperatures.
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In Utah an all-time record was set for no moisture for 65 days and a record-breaking drought was experienced over the entire Region. As indicated by several reporters, waters froze up about Nov. 23. Oliver K. Scott reported warm and dry weather until Nov. 20 followed by a freeze-up around Casper, Wyo., while Vanez T. Wilson reported freeze-up at Bear River Refuge in Utah, Nov. 23. Floyd A. Thompson, Federal Game Agent in Utah, indicated that the exceptionally mild weather this fall has been an inducement for many of the early migratory birds to remain. In the northwestern part of the Region, Paul E. Steel reported blue-bird weather with the exception of two storms—one in late November and one in early December in the vicinity of Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge. Ray Erickson at Malheur Refuge in Oregon reported a very late fall with most of the birds appearing or departing on migration two to three weeks later than usual.

Grebes and Pelicans.—A few grebes and pelicans remained in the Region at the end of the period. Reports of biggest numbers in September came from Bear River Refuge (VTW) where 1,800 Western Grebes and 9,000 White Pelicans were observed. Those birds present at the end of November were later than usual in departing.

Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—As with the above group there were few birds present by Nov. 30 and these largely on rapidly diminishing ice-free waters. Bear River supported an estimated 5,200 White-faced Ibis at peak numbers (VTW). At least 100 Double-crested Cormorants were observed on Oct. 12 at Farmington Bay Refuge by C. W. Lockerbie.

Swans and Geese.—A peak of over 12,000 Whistling Swans was noted on Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (RE) on Oct. 31, and 14,000 on Bear River Refuge (VTW) on Nov. 19. On Tule Lake Refuge, 1,500 Whistling Swans were reported, Nov. 20 (PS), while Mrs. H. E. Shaw estimated 3749 near Nampa, Idaho. A report of 8 (Richardson's) Canada Geese checked through Lower Klamath during the season (PES). (Cackling) Canada Geese at Tule Lake reached a peak about Oct. 7 when an estimated 85,000 were present.

Ducks.—In general the dry warm weather resulted in a slow steady migration of waterfowl. Dr. Scott, in Wyoming, reported waterfowl migration was slow until the freeze-up, Nov. 20. Then most of them went through quickly. Bear River Refuge reports waterfowl about as normal (VTW) but at Tule Lake Steel reports the best waterfowl migration in a number of years. Reports for southern Utah indicate better than usual waterfowl flights throughout the season. Some large concentrations of waterfowl were reported from several refuges. Over a half million Pintails at Bear River Refuge (VTW) were observed the first part of October, and 335,000 Green-winged Teal on the same area. Tule Lake ducks were even higher with 11/2 million Pintails and 800,000 Mallards present in October. Fewer waterfowl remained 
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in Utah at the end of November than in previous seasons.

Vultures and Hawks.—In migration the last Swainson's Hawk was seen on Nov. 25 at Malheur Refuge (RE). The Red-tailed Hawk (Western) was observed in peak numbers, Sept. 4, in southern Idaho (HES). In Utah, Lockerbie reported a concentration of 65 Turkey Vultures, Sept. 29, on the Farmington Bay Refuge.

Cranes and Coots.—Reports of V. T. Wilson showed 116,000 Am. Coots at peak numbers on Bear River Refuge, Sept. 16, while Thompson estimated 32,000 in Utah, Nov. 1. From Malheur Refuge Erickson reported Sandhill Cranes present three to four weeks later than usual; 800 were seen on Oct. 3, 300 on Nov. 3, 160 on Nov. 16 and 10 birds on Nov. 20. In southern Idaho Mrs. Shaw saw 2 Sandhills as late as Nov. 11.

Shorebirds, Gulls, Doves.—Shorebird numbers reached their peak, Sept. 16, on the Bear River Refuge; an estimated 21,000 Dowitchers (Long-billed) were recorded on this date. Steele reported a lone Hudsonian Curlew on the Tule Lake Refuge, Sept. 5. Am. Avocets were reported later than usual throughout the Region and as many as 1,000 were seen by Thompson on Nov. 18 in Utah. Lockerbie reported Long-billed Curlews west of Clearfield, Nov. 28, a late migration record for this species. Mourning Doves were later in migration this year. The last observed on Malheur Refuge, Oreg. was November 21 (RE), while in Utah Thompson reported the relatively common appearance of Mourning Doves over the entire state during early December in flocks of 3, 4, 5 or more.

Swallows, Bushtits, Thrushes.—Barn Swallows reached peak numbers at Malheur Refuge on Sept. 23 but were gone a week later (RE). However, a few were reported as late as Nov. 7 at Bear River Refuge where the peak number of Barn Swallows was on Sept. 16 (VTW). Barn Swallows departed en mass the first week of October from the Tule Lake Refuge (PES). Thousands of Violet-green Swallows were observed in Salt Lake City the first week of September (CWL). Leland F. Allen from Zion National Park in southern Utah reported later than usual arrival of Common Bushtits; first seen at park headquarters, Nov. 30. A Varied Thrush was observed with interest at Mesa Verde National Park on Oct. 26 by Captain Karl W. Haller.

Starlings, Blackbirds, Rosy Finches.—Common Starlings were reported from several parts of the Region including the Tule Lake Refuge where Steele reported a flock of 75 on Nov. 14, and from Utah where Thompson estimated 15,000 on Dec. 22 and indicated they were present all through the fall period in big numbers. Evidently the species is spreading rapidly in numbers and area throughout the Region. Blackbirds were present in larger numbers in Utah this fall. Hundreds of Brown-capped Rosy Finches were sighted on Nov. 24 but did not reach concentration numbers until later at the Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern Colorado according to Don Watson.—JASSOP B. LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.


Autumn Migration, 1952

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Temperatures were generally above normal, except the last ten days in November. There was almost a complete lack of rain; and much fog and smoke at times, during October and November, dispelled for a few days in mid-November by strong winds. The fog hampered observation, especially offshore migration. A wide variation in dates seemed to indicate that parts of populations came south early, while the rest tarried. A prolonged season may have kept some breeding birds at their nesting sites, while non-breeding birds came south. Theed Pearse felt that birds at Comox may have flown high, without stopping.
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Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were about average at Comox; several of these and Red-throated were seen, Nov. 26. Common Loons were numerous on Clayoquot Sd., west coast of Vancouver Is., Nov. 9-11, during heavy rain and SE gales (C. J. Guiguet). Arctic Loons were passing steadily southward off the SE coast of Vancouver Is., Oct. 3-5, and the Red-throated was seen several times (CJG). Red-necked Grebes were average at Comox; Eared unusually numerous; and Western, few. Red- necked, Horned and Western Grebes were numerous in littoral waters of SE Vancouver Is., Oct. 3-5; and the Horned was numerous at Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9-11. Western Grebes (12) were at Blaine, Wash., Oct. 2 (Lucile H. Kline). One migrant Western was at Camas, Wash., Oct. 15 (H. F. & A. C. Roberts). Sooty Shearwaters (50±) were at Victoria, B. C., Sept. 12. Two White Pelicans were in the Blaine area, Sept. 23-30 (rare). Double-crested (8), Brandt's (3), and Pelagic (250±) Cormorants were noted from Sidney to Victoria, east coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 25. The largest showing of Pelagic at Victoria arrived from the south at dawn, Sept. 12, 3 large flocks (2,000-3,000), to feed on herring. Double-crested and Pelagic were numerous at Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9-11. Great Blue Herons were plentiful on flats of Cowichan Bay, east coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 31 (CJG). A Green Heron was seen at Bellevue, E. Lake Washington, Sept. 21 (Walter M. Hagenstein). The species is no doubt spreading in the Puget Sound region.

Geese.—A heavy migration of Canada Geese, flying high, was reported at Comox, Oct. 23 (Laing fide Pearse). At Cowichan Bay, 80 flew up the valley at sunrise, Aug. 31. Two large flocks were at Blaine, Oct. 24, with 2 more large flocks, Nov. 24. The first big migration was reported over Seattle the night of Oct. 25 (Violet E. Cannon). At Camas, in the main flyway for Columbia River birds, the first were seen, Sept. 3, and the last about Nov. 15. White-fronted Geese were at Bellevue, Sept. 21 (WMH). They were on Comox slough, Oct. 1, and the first Snow Geese (adult and 2 juveniles), Oct. 23. The first Snow Geese were at Blaine, Nov. 15. There was a large migration of (Cackling) Canada Geese at Clayoquot Sd., the week of Nov. 3 (CJG).

Ducks.—At Comox, Mallards were up to their usual numbers, but Am. Widgeons were scarce until late November (about 700 on nearby Elma Bay, Nov. 21). Ducks (mostly Mallards), were plentiful on flats at Cowichan Bay, Aug. 31. The first large showing of waterfowl in the Victoria District came on Sept. 18. Ten flights of Mallards (100-150 each) went south off SE Vancouver Is., Oct. 4. A pair of Gadwall (rare) was sighted on Comox Slough at the end of the period. Both Pearse and Guiguet reported. Pintails are increasing in numbers; plentiful at Comox before the hunting season; and in the thousands at Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9, where Green-winged Teal were also plentiful. Greater Scaup seemed to be below average at Comox; 3 or 4 Lesser Scaup (very rare) in early October, were identified by purple sheen on head. The first showing of wintering waterfowl around Victoria was noted on Oct. 20; Greater Scaup (1,500-2,000); Old-squaw (small flocks) (CJG). Ruddy Ducks arrived on Nov. 14 (ARD). Harlequins were numerous, Nov. 28 (CJG). About 150 Pintails came to Blaine, Oct. 2; Am. Widgeon, Canvas-backs, and 1 uncommon but regular Blue-winged Teal, Oct. 10 (LHK). Immature Pintails returned to ponds in S. Seattle, Aug. 22 (VEC). The sequence at Bellevue was: Shoveller, Sept. 14; Am. Widgeon, Sept. 21; Ring-necked Duck and Hooded Merganser, Oct. 5; Bufflehead, Nov. 9; Am. Goldeneye, 
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Nov. 28. All species of scoters were well above normal at Comox, especially the Surf, with 5 males to 1 female. A flock of 50 juvenile Surf Scoters going south, Nov. 5, was late. A very uncommon Ruddy Duck was on the slough, Oct. 13. Cowichan Bay had a fair quota of Surf and White-winged Scoters, Aug. 31. The migration of these species had increased at Ten Mile Pt., Victoria, Sept. 17 & 18, with large flocks going by continually. None of the mergansers seemed up to normal at Comox. A flock of about 100 Am. Mergansers was at Cowichan Bay, Aug. 29, and all three species were numerous at Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9-11.

Shorebirds.—Surf-birds were seen at bays east of Victoria, Nov. 28, although 2 were seen as early as Aug. 23 (CJG & ARD). More Ruddy Turnstones (scarce transient) were seen at Comox on July 31 than ever before (1 flock of 9 old birds and about 20 on the wing). Hudsonian Curlews were at Victoria, Sept. 20, and again, Nov. 20; Spotted Sandpipers, Aug. 17; Wandering Tattlers, Sept. 2 (ARD). Both yellow-legs showed up well at Comox. The Greater was at Blaine, Oct. 20; last seen, Nov. 4. Lesser Yellow-legs were at ponds in S. Seattle, Aug. 15 (VEC). A Red Knot, bird of the year, was seen on fresh-water slough at Comox, Aug. 4 (very rare migrant); Baird's Sandpiper, Aug. 1, was early. A mixed flock of Least and Western Sandpipers (at least 500) was seen, Aug. 19 (TP). Pectoral, Least and Western Sandpipers were on the SE coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 25 (CJG); Rock and Red-backed, Oct. 30 (ARD). Red-backed Sandpipers were first seen at Eliza Is., near Bellingham, Wash., Oct. 5, and had increased to 5,000, Nov. 17-27 (H. C. Black & R. E. Phillips). Most species of sandpipers were at ponds in S. Seattle by Aug. 15; the Pectoral not until Aug. 28. (Long-billed) Dowitchers were scarce at Comox until Oct. 25, when 25 were seen. Northern Phalaropes were seen at Victoria, Sept. 16, and 100 in one place, Oct. 10 (ARD). Northern Phalaropes were at Seattle, Sept. 9 (VEC).

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—Four Parasitic Jaegers and 3 Long-tailed (rare) were off Ten Mile Pt., Victoria, Sept. 14, where a Skua was badgering Bonaparte's Gulls. Of 3 Parasitic Jaegers off Sidney, B. C., Oct. 20, 2 collected were immature (CJG). Very few young gulls were seen at Comox, except locally-reared Glaucous-wings. An adult Ring-billed Gull (rare on the coast) was seen at Comox, Sept. 23, and a yearling, Oct. 20; a juvenile Franklin's Gull (extremely rare) was seen twice in early September. Bonaparte's Gulls were plentiful along SE Vancouver Is., July 24, and Aug. 25. On Sept. 1, a flock of 1,500-2,000, traveling high off Ten Mile Pt., suddenly veered, and dropped to the beach to feed on herring; there were no full-plumaged birds (CJG). There was a big migration at Comox, Sept. 4, with over 1,000 in one lot. They were still present in small numbers 11 miles north of Victoria, Oct. 20, and 42 came to Blaine, Oct. 24. A few had reached Seattle by Aug. 29 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). Heermann's Gulls were plentiful off SE Vancouver Is., Aug. 25, and were still present in small numbers, Oct. 20. Black-legged Kittiwakes and Caspian Terns were seen at Grays Harbor, Wash., Oct. 15 (WMH). Common and/or Arctic Terns were more plentiful near Victoria than for the past 4 years; 1 Arctic was collected, Sept. 14; 2 Common, Sept. 18. They were noted as late as Nov. 20 (CJG). 

Alcids.—Common Murres were plentiful in the Sidney area, Aug. 25 (adults with 1 young each). They were in large numbers off Ten Mile Pt., Victoria, Sept. 7-12, and Oct. 3-5. Pigeon Guillemots and Marbled Murrelets were plentiful along the SE coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 25, mostly young of the year; the latter species were extremely numerous at Saltspring Is., Cowichan District, Oct. 3-5, mostly in winter plumage. A large number of Ancient Murrelets at Victoria, Nov. 28, had obviously just arrived (CJG).

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—A flock of 25 Band-tailed Pigeons were migrating at Comox, Sept. 15; 7 flocks of 10 to 50 birds were on Saltspring Is., Oct. 4. They were last seen at Blaine, Oct. 16. A light wave of Common Nighthawks went through Comox, Aug. 25; the last was seen at Victoria, Sept. 12. They were last reported at Blaine, Aug. 26, and at Seattle, Aug. 22. Two light waves of Black Swifts at Comox went over very high, Aug. 25 and 27; 30 were seen at Victoria, Aug. 27. Vaux's Swifts were migrating at Seattle, Sept. 13. There was a light migration of Rufous Hummingbirds at Comox, Aug. 25. Several young were at Victoria as late as Nov. 11 (JOC). The last hummer was seen at Blaine, Aug. 28. At Seattle none were reported after July 6 (RMB). They were last seen, Aug. 15. Red-shafted Flickers at Comox showed a slight increase. The uncommon Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen at Grays Harbor, Oct. 15 (WMH).

Flycatchers through Swallows.—The latest Western Flycatcher at Victoria was seen on Sept. 12 (ARD). Olive-sided and Traill's Flycatchers left Blaine, Aug. 28. Traill's Flycatchers were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 16 (RMB). Horned Larks returned to the coast at Victoria, Sept. 23. A big migration of Violet-green, and some Rough-winged Swallows was noted 20 miles south of Seattle, Sept. 13 (VEC). Violet-greens left Bellevue, Sept. 21. Tree Swallows, rather scarce during summer at Comox, had many young over the slough in mid-August, possibly migrating; the Rough-wings passed through in some numbers at the same time. There was a light wave of Barn Swallows, Aug. 25 (TP). Rough-winged and Barn Swallows were congregating at Victoria, Aug. 17; the last Barn Swallows were seen, Sept. 12 (ARD). The last Cliff Swallows were noted at Blaine, Aug. 28, with the last Barn, Sept. 1. Barn Swallows had left Seattle by Aug. 26 (RMB); and Bellevue by Sept. 28. All swallows left Camas, Wash., by Sept. 1.

Wrens through Starlings.—House Wrens left Blaine, Aug. 21; Winter Wrens came in, Oct. 10. House Wrens were late at Camas, Nov. 24. Am. Robins were going over Comox very high, Aug. 25, with another small wave, Aug. 30. Varied Thrushes came to Victoria, Sept. 27; Blaine, Oct. 6; Seattle, Oct. 8; Bellevue, Oct. 5; and were late at Camas, Nov. 20. The last record for Olive-backed Thrushes at Seattle was on Sept. 17 (RMB). Both Pearse and 
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Davidson reported Western Bluebirds scarce on Vancouver Is.; 2 migrants at Comox, Nov. 20; 15 at Victoria, Oct. 23. They left Blaine, Oct. 20, where 4 uncommon Mountain Bluebirds were seen, Aug. 22. Townsend's Solitaire was seen at Bellevue, Nov. 28. Ruby-crowned Kinglets returned to Seattle, Oct. 19 (RMB). Water Pipits (12) were at Victoria, Sept. 1. They returned to the Seattle area, Sept. 24 (VEC); and to Bellevue, Sept. 14. Fifty Cedar Waxwings (migrant, occasional winter visitor) were at Victoria, Nov. 18. The uncommon transient Gray Shrike was seen at Blaine, Oct. 12; 1 immature at Victoria, Oct. 30, and 1 adult, Nov. 1. Davidson reported 3 Common Starlings at Victoria, Sept. 20.

Vireos, Warblers.—A light migration of Solitary Vireos and Orange-crowned Warblers occurred at Comox, Aug. 30. Solitary and Warbling Vireos were singing at Victoria, Aug. 23. Orange-crowned, Yellow, Townsend's, Macgillivray's, and Black-capped Warblers were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 25; Audubon's, Oct. 10. Last dates for Seattle were: Black-capped, Aug. 29; Macgillivray's, Aug. 30; Yellow, Sept. 14; Black-throated Gray, Sept. 18; Orange-crowned, Oct. 26; Audubon's, Oct. 29 (RMB) ; Bellevue: Yellow, Sept. 25; Audubon's, Sept. 30; Townsend's, Nov. 17 (WMH). The last Common Yellow-throat was at Seattle, Sept. 24 (VEC). Yellow and Black-throated Gray Warblers were noted at Grays Harbor, Oct. 15 (WMH).

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A flock of Red-winged Blackbirds at Comox the first part of August was 10 times the breeding population. The visitors were gone a few days later, although maturing oats were near. Of a flock of 1000 on Aug. 17, a third had gone by Sept. 9. Six Brown-headed Cowbirds (casual at Blaine) were with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds, Aug. 20, and a Yellow-headed Blackbird (rare migrant) was seen, also with Brewer's, Aug. 17, 23, 25 (LHK). The last Western Tanager was at Blaine, Aug. 17; at Seattle, Sept. 20; and at Bellevue. Sept. 27.

Finches and Sparrows.—The first Evening Grosbeaks came to Seattle, Aug. 22. There was a light migration of Purple Finches at Comox, Aug. 30; not in usual numbers. The House Finch was singing at Victoria, Sept. 28 (JOC). A flock of 10 migrating Am. Goldfinches at Comox, Aug. 15, and one of 15, Aug. 25, were early; there was no sparrow migration to speak of, except a few Savannahs. The first Savannahs were noted at Victoria, Sept. 16; height of migration, Sept. 23-28; last seen, Nov. 4 (ARD). They were at Blaine, Aug. 30 (LHK); and at Newport, near Bellevue, the week of Sept. 24 (VEC). A brood of White-crowned Sparrows was around the nesting area at Comox the last of November. One adult and 4 immatures were at Blaine, Oct. 10. The last White-crown was seen at Seattle, Sept. 30, and at Bellevue, Oct. 5. The race gambelii was passing through Seattle, Oct. 9 to 15 (VEC). Golden-crowns were seen, Sept. 28, and 5 immature birds were at a feeding tray regularly to Nov. 14. One uncommon White-throated Sparrow was seen, Oct. 16. Fox Sparrows were first seen, Oct. 5 (RMB), and Lincoln's Sparrow, Sept. 24 (VEC).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1952-53

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The winter of 1952-53 was characterized in this Region by unusually mild weather. No records were actually broken; nevertheless this winter will be remembered as one of the mildest experienced in many years. In northern Idaho and eastern Washington the lowest temperature recorded was 15° on Dec. 25. In January, 27° on the 6th was the lowest recorded. Maximum temperatures were equally abnormal, temperatures in the upper forties and fifties being frequently recorded both in December and January, with a maximum of 56° on Jan. 24. Precipitation was likewise far less than is usually experienced, the total snowfall for the winter measuring just 19 inches. There was no snow in October or November, 6½ inches in December, 2½ inches in January, 4 inches in February and 6 inches in March. In western Montana slightly lower temperatures were experienced, but the winter as a whole, especially where January and February were concerned, was extremely mild. Only in late November and December were zero temperatures recorded, the minimum being -8° on Dec. 26. Despite this mild weather, or possibly because of it, birdlife was not abundant, and little of outstanding interest was recorded. Species breeding farther north and wintering in this Region, such as the Bohemian Waxwing 
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and the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, were present in rather small numbers, and there were few instances of species wintering that normally went farther south at this time of the year. The Fringillidae were not so scarce as during the winter of 1951-52, but were by no means as abundant as they usually are. Records from western Montana were again reported by R. L. Hand. Those from northern Idaho and eastern Washington, unless otherwise specified, were personally taken.

Herons, Ducks.—A single Great Blue Heron was seen at Missoula, Mont., Feb. 8. Locally Mallards were reported in usual numbers in western Montana, while in northern Idaho they were more abundant than in previous years. At Lewiston, Idaho, on Dec. 21, flocks totaling 5000 individuals were seen, this being more than twice the number usually seen in this area. That same day flocks of other ducks were noted at intervals on the Clearwater River just east of Lewiston, including 7 Pintails, 2 Green-winged Teal, 8 Am. Widgeon, 4 Redheads, 6 Canvas-backs, and 8 Lesser Scaups. In western Montana, Am. Golden-eyes were noted in smaller numbers than usual, but Am. Mergansers were present in normal numbers.

Hawks.—Both in northern Idaho and western Montana a few Sharp-shinned Hawks were as usual present throughout the winter, while at Missoula a single Cooper's Hawk was noted on Mar. 3 and probably represented a wintering individual. A single Red-tailed Hawk was seen at Missoula on Jan. 11 and a Bald Eagle west of town in late January. Three Bald Eagles were also observed on Flathead Lake, Mont. on Jan. 12. Other raptors noted in western Montana were a Marsh Hawk on Jan. 15 at St. Ignatius in Lake County, a Prairie Falcon on Mar. 3 near Belgrade, a Pigeon Hawk at Missoula on Dec. 27, and a Sparrow Hawk at Missoula on Dec. 14. The Pigeon Hawk is never a common bird in northern Idaho, so individuals seen at Moscow on Dec. 6 and Feb. 27; at Genesee on Mar. 19; and at Headquarters in Clearwater County on Mar. 25 represented a normal winter population.

Coots, Gulls, Owls.—A single Am. Coot noted at a warm spring 30 miles east of Missoula on Mar. 5 had undoubtedly wintered, this being much too early for a spring transient. At Lewiston 3 Ring-billed Gulls seen on Dec. 21 on the Snake River again represented the usual winter population. In western Montana, however, although often common during the winter months this species was noted but once, a single bird at Flathead Lake on Jan. 15. In northern Idaho the Short-eared Owl was, as in previous years, fairly common throughout the winter, while in western Montana but a single bird was seen, at Three Forks on Mar. 3. No Pygmy Owls were observed during the winter in the open Palouse country of northern Idaho, although in past years one was seen from time to time from early November until the middle of February. Apparently the relatively mild weather afforded these small owls an ample food supply, and made it unnecessary for them to leave the wooded ridges where they are normally found.

Kingfishers, Flickers, Larks.—Since even the smaller streams did not freeze over the Belted Kingfisher wintered in larger numbers than usual in northern Idaho, and was noted in Clearwater County (Headquarters, Dec. 24, and Weippe, Feb. 7) to an altitude of 3,000 feet. At Missoula an occasional bird was observed through Jan. 10. Red-shafted Flickers were as usual noted during the winter throughout the Region, and a female Yellow-shafted Flicker (rare in northern Idaho) was collected at Moscow on Feb. 23. Horned Larks wintered in usual numbers at Lewiston, but as in previous winters were not observed farther north in the State. Specimens taken from a flock on Dec. 6 represented the pale northern race (arcticola), the first instance of this subspecies occurring other than a spring and fall transient. In western Montana flocks of Horned Larks were seen, Mar. 3 to 5, from Drummond east to the Gallatin Valley, and those observed at reasonably close range also represented this pale northern race. In view of the date it is probable that they were spring transients rather than birds that had wintered.

Chickadees.—As early as Oct. 5 flocks of Mountain Chickadees, heretofore recorded only at the higher altitudes, had appeared in the willows and cottonwoods along the Snake and Clearwater Rivers at Lewiston; they were noted there as late as Mar. 16. Even more surprising was the appearance of a flock of Chestnut-backed Chickadees on Hatwai Creek, 4 miles east of Lewiston, on Dec. 21. This species had never before been recorded other than in the heavy coniferous timber on the higher ridges (always above an altitude of 2,500 feet), and the 5 birds seen seemed oddly out of place in the cottonwoods. They remained throughout the winter, being last noted on Mar. 16. There was apparently a definite attitudinal migration of this species in this area, for in eastern Washington it was recorded 6 miles southeast of Wawawai on Oct. 23 (D. S. Earner and L. R. Mewaldt), and at Pullman (on the Washington State College campus) on Nov. 3 (G. E. Hudson) and Feb. 23 (C. F. Yocom). This is the first instance, in many years of observation in the field, that the Chestnut-backed Chickadee has been reported in the Pullman area.

Nuthatches, Thrushes, Kinglets.—In northern Idaho Red-breasted Nuthatches were extremely scarce throughout the winter, and rarely observed. In previous years this species has been commonly noted during the winter months. In direct contrast, Am. Robins were unusually abundant both in northern Idaho and western Montana. The normal winter population in and about Moscow consists of small roving flocks totaling approximately 200 individuals. The present winter flocks of 50 to 100 birds were seen both in the town, and in the open fields where the bare ground made it possible to secure food at all times, and there is little question but that thousands of robins successfully wintered in the Palouse country of Idaho and eastern Washington. In western Montana flocks of equal size were seen, and were reported more abundant than during any previous winter. The Varied Thrush and Townsend's Solitaire occurred in their usual small numbers in northern Idaho, but at Missoula the solitaire was noted more frequently than usual, especially during the latter part of the winter. Although rarely seen during the winter months anywhere in Idaho, a Ruby-
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crowned Kinglet observed at Lewiston on Feb. 13 was unquestionably a wintering individual; it is early April before the first spring transients appear. 

Waxwings, Warblers.—Bohemian Waxwings were reported as abundant in western Montana from Nov. 21 to mid-February, and although scarce after that date a flock of possibly 200 was seen east of Missoula on Mar. 3. At Moscow this species was unusually scarce. The first flock did not appear until Dec. 15, and only at infrequent intervals were other small flocks seen until Mar. 5, when this species was noted for the last time. The Cedar Waxwing, as is usually the case, wintered in small numbers throughout the Region. The Audubon's Warbler winters regularly at Lewiston, but for the first time was observed during the winter months at Moscow, one small restless flock being noted there on Nov. 29, and at intervals thereafter in various parts of the town throughout the entire winter. 

Blackbirds.—The Western Meadowlark, scarce during the winter months in western Montana, was noted there on but one occasion, 3 birds being seen at Missoula on Dec. 28. In northern Idaho it was, as usual, common at Lewiston, and more abundant at Moscow than during previous winters. The Brewer's Blackbird also wintered in larger numbers than is usually the case in northern Idaho; one flock seen at Lewiston on Dec. 21 comprised approximately 120 individuals. 

Finches and Sparrows.—These birds were with few exceptions scarce throughout the Region, but in contrast to the winter of 1951-52 were observed in small numbers. In northern Idaho, Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, and Am. Goldfinches were observed at rather infrequent intervals. The first flock of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches appeared at Lewiston on Nov. 1, and on Dec. 6 a flock containing fully 500 individuals was seen feeding in a large plowed field at Genesee, Idaho. Common Redpolls appeared early, a flock of 16 being noted at Steptoe Butte, Wash. on Nov. 24; an occasional flock was observed then until Feb. 8, when this species was recorded for the last time at Headquarters, Clearwater Co., Idaho. Oregon Juncos, Am. Tree Sparrows, and Song Sparrows occurred in normal numbers, but Red Crossbills were again conspicuous by their complete absence. In western Montana Evening Grosbeaks were much scarcer than usual, and Pine Siskins and Am. Goldfinches went unobserved from late November until early March. Redpolls were common in late November, and a single bird was noted on Feb. 8. Oregon Juncos and Song Sparrows were rather scarce, and the Slate-colored Junco, never a common bird in this Region, was observed on but two occasions: single birds on Dec. 12 and Jan. 25. Am. Tree Sparrows were present in small scattered flocks from Nov. 2 through Mar. 3.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


The Winter Season, 1952-53

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Following the pattern set during the fall, the winter weather in the Region was unusually warm, dry and often windy. All reporters were in agreement on the weather. Snow cover in the valleys has been limited to a few inches, and most of this usually melted shortly after falling. At the end of the quarter the snow depth for the winter was below normal. Many of the waters usually frozen over during most of the season were open. Waterfowl and other water birds, thus, had large areas available to them. Because of the mild weather birds in general remained later than usual and those which do not migrate were recorded in larger numbers throughout the winter.

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—Reports of Western and Eared Grebes were submitted on Dec. 23 by F. A. Thompson for Utah waters, while C. W. Lockerbie reported Pied-billed Grebes present all winter in small numbers in the Jordan River and Farmington Bay Refuge north of Salt Lake City. V. T. Wilson also indicated Pied-billed Grebes present at Bear River Refuge throughout the winter. Wilson reported 15 Great Blue Herons wintering on Bear River Refuge and Lockerbie reported these birds in small numbers at Farmington Bay Refuge in northern Utah.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Swans and Geese.—A large concentration of 2,000 Canada Geese were reported for early March in Cache Valley, Utah, by J. S. Stanford. This valley apparently is becoming well established as a route for spring and fall migration of Canada Geese. Unusual too is the report that 40 geese remained over the winter at Bear River Refuge (VTW) and that as early as Feb. 6, 400 geese were estimated on the refuge. Mrs. H. E. Shaw from Nampa, Idaho, also reported high winter concentrations with an estimated 4,660 geese seen on Dec. 27. Whistling Swans also wintered in the Region, with as many as 200 reported at Bear River Refuge (VTW). There was a gradual migration of swans out of the Region as the winter progressed (CWL). Snow Geese (Lesser) were estimated at over 1,200 in the Farmington Bay Refuge area on Feb. 22 (CWL).

Ducks.—Unusually late in leaving and early in returning, characterizes the waterfowl picture for the comparatively open and warm winter. Spring migration appears to be ahead of last year and in larger numbers. At Nampa, Idaho, Mrs. H. E. Shaw estimated 6,075 Mallards present on Dec. 27, with a drastic reduction to 49 on Mar. 29. Wintering populations of ducks were reported by most reporters. Mallard and Pintail were the common wintering species, with as many as 2,000 Mallards and 100 Pintails reported at Bear River Refuge. Population numbers as high as 15,800 Mallards were reported on Jan. 30 and 200,000 Pintails at Bear River Refuge, Mar. 16. Reported at the same refuge were 3,000 Gadwalls and 800 Am. Mergansers on Feb. 15 (VTW). Mrs. 
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Shaw reported 14 Wood Ducks, Mar. 15, at Nampa, Idaho, the only report in the Region. In other parts of Utah, the Am. Widgeon, Green-winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Shoveller, Redhead, and Am. Merganser were not abundant but wintered (CWL). The largest concentrations of Canvas-backs noted by Lockerbie were seen in the Farmington Bay Refuge areas during the latter part of the period.

Eagles, Coots.—Numerous Golden Eagles and Bald Eagles were reported from Casper, Wyo. on Jan. 18 by O. K. Scott. F. A. Thompson estimated 500 Am. Coots in Utah, Dec. 27. A few coots wintered in Utah as reported by Lockerbie at Farmington Bay Refuge; by the latter part of the season 1,000 were on their way north.

Shorebirds and Gulls.—Some shorebirds wintered. By the forepart of March most of the common species were present at Bear River Refuge, including Killdeer, Long-billed Curlew, Lesser Yellow-legs, Marbled Godwit, Am. Avocet and California Gull (VTW). A Greater Yellow-legs was reported in Salt Lake County, Utah, Jan. 1, and again Mar. 8 at same place (CWL). Lockerbie also reported a rare Glaucous Gull at Farmington Bay Refuge, Mar. 20. Other gulls as California and Ring-billed were present in Utah throughout the winter in small numbers. A thousand Ring-billed Gulls were reported from Nampa, Idaho by Mrs. Shaw on Mar. 15.

Passerine Birds.—Undoubtedly in response to the mild winter weather, Am. Robins have been reported in many observers' lists in record numbers. These birds have remained in numbers as high as 500 in a flock in Logan, Utah (J. S. Stanford), while farther north thousands were reported in Davis and Salt Lake Counties, Utah (CWL). Absent from the usual list of winter residents in Utah was the Steller's Jay. Black-capped Chickadees were, however, reported in large numbers. Bohemian Waxwings were reported in flocks of 2,000 in Casper, Wyo. in December (OKS). Evening Grosbeaks were present in the same area in flocks up to 25 throughout the winter. A. Lang Bailey in Central Colorado reports an absence of Bohemian Waxwings. Also lacking in usual numbers for the Idaho Springs, Colo. area this year are the Brown Creeper, Black Rosy Finch and White-winged Junco. In Mesa Verde National Park, however, Don Watson reported "scores" of Black Rosy Finches and hundreds of Brown-capped Rosy Finches. Some absences of birds usually present were noted on lists from Zion National Park. Leland Allen, however, noted that the Ruby-crowned Kinglet was fairly common, while the Oregon (Shufeldt's) and Gray-headed Juncos were common to abundant throughout the winter. A Song Sparrow frequented the area around the park museum. From Vya, Nev., B. M. Hazeltine reported Slate-colored Juncos in February. From Frederick V. Hebard come notes of birds seen on a trip up to the top of Mt. Ajax (11,300 ft.) in Pitkin, Co., Colo. Sighted were three Gray Jays, 50 Bohemian Waxwings, a Gray Shrike, a Brown-capped Rosy Finch, and a White-winged Crossbill. At 10,500 ft. was a pair of Am. Goldfinches.—JESSOP B. Low, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.


The Winter Season, 1952-53

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—December continued the previous pattern of extremely low precipitation and above normal temperatures. January broke records for warmth, but the trend toward deficiency in rainfall in 1952 was broken by more rain than for the previous 12 months. February was mild and generally dry. In the second half, clear skies permitted more night-time cooling, and the average temperature of 42° was below normal. March, on the other hand, was decidedly chilly, with some frost and wind. The lowlands were generally free of snow throughout the period. Most observers felt the open winter kept birds scattered in the hinterland, with no need to seek milder temperatures nearer salt water. Theed Pearse thought the mild winter kept birds on the mainland of British Columbia, which normally cross to the relative mildness of the east coast of Vancouver Is. Richard E. Phillips and H. C. Black, stationed on Eliza Island, off the southern end of Lummi Is., Wash., have been added to the observers. Eliza Is., supporting a game management project, is about 120 acres, half salt marsh and half rocky upland with trees and brush. While we have lost Tom McAllister in Portland, Oreg., due to a change of employment, Allen B. Lintecum of Longview, Wash., across the Columbia River from Portland will try to cover that area.

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—At Comox, B. C. all loons were scarce; the Red-throated was recorded only twice. Red-necked and Western Grebes were scarce, although the Eared was in fair numbers (TP). One or 2 Red-necked Grebes wintered around Eliza Is.; 60 Horned Grebes, Dec. 1, reached a peak of 105, Dec. 15, and dwindled to 2 by Mar. 23. From 900 to 1,600 Western Grebes were around the Island all winter; and 2 Pied-billed (rare on salt water) during December to Jan. 6. Horned and Western Grebes were scarce at Blaine (Lucile H. Kline). The Western seemed quite common at Seattle, Jan. 11 to Mar. 24 (Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Boggs). All cormorants were normal at Comox. A count of 480 of all 3 species at Eliza Is., Feb. 23 was average for the winter.

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Trumpeter Swans (16) were on Upper Campbell Lake, eastern Vancouver Is. (Eslin fide Pearse). Canada Geese (50) were around a lake near Longview all winter. Black Brant wintered in the area of Seattle and lower Puget Sound; usually they do not appear until the first part of March (Violet C. Cannon). A few (41) wintered at Blaine; 400± were seen, Mar. 16. Only a few were at Eliza Is. until March, then 20-30 regularly. The usual thousands of Snow Geese wintered on the Skagit River flats, with a few Canada Geese. After the hunting season, most ducks left Seattle. South of the city they were found in larger flocks, especially Pintails (VEC). An estimated 10,000 Pintails at Blaine, Dec. 16, had dwindled to 10 by Mar. 31. Mrs. Kline found more Buffleheads wintering at Blaine than in the past 15 years (1,000± on Dec. 16). At Comox, Mallards and Am. Widgeon wintered in fair numbers; but both scaups were not up to their usual numbers until the end of period. Am. Golden-eyes were above average, especially old males; and 14 Barrow's were noted Jan. 4 (Laing, fide Pearse). White-winged and Surf Scoters were present in large numbers early in December, but decreased later. Am. Scoters wintered; also immature Surf Scoters, which is not usual.

Eagles and Hawks.—Bald Eagles, never common, were seen frequently in the Puget Sound area. One was seen at Blaine, Mar. 3 and 16. Two adults and 4 immatures wintered at Eliza Is. At Comox, the usual pair was back at the aerie in February, accompanied by last year's offspring. A Marsh Hawk, Jan. 10, was most unusual (TP); and Mar. 2 was a record early date for 2 Ospreys (Fryer).

Shorebirds, Gulls and Alcids.—Shorebirds were reported scarce in the Seattle area. A few Red-backed and Western Sandpipers stayed in wet pastures south of Seattle (VEC); and Sanderlings were seen regularly at Alki Pt., Seattle, Jan. 11 to Mar. 24 (RMB). Wilson's Snipe were few until the end of the period. Red-backed Sandpipers were uncountable at Blaine, 
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Mar. 16 (in excess of 10,000). They were in the vicinity of Eliza Is. (est. 5,000) all winter; also a flock of Black Turnstones (100±), among which were 2 Rock Sandpipers, seen at 100 ft. with 20X Balscope, Sr. At Comox, sandpipers and Killdeers were scarce all winter; and Black Turnstones were rarely seen in their usual places. March 10 was a record early date for Greater Yellow-legs (TP). There were more than the usual numbers of Short-billed Gulls at Seattle. Besides the usual thousands of Glaucous-winged, other gulls were scattered (VEC). Glaucous-winged Gulls were about normal at Comox. Several thousand Short-billed Gulls were feeding on herring spawn at Bowser, on the east coast of Vancouver Is., Mar. 5 (TP). Many common Murres were in local waters of Puget Sound at the first of the period. Some stayed through the winter. They decreased from 150± at Eliza Is. to 1 in late March. Over 1,000 passed Campbell River, east coast of Vancouver Is., Dec. 10, in less than an hour (TP). Rhinoceros Auklets were in the Seattle vicinity the first part of January; a few other alcids were at scattered places (VEC, RMB). The numbers of Pigeon Guillemots at Eliza Is. held steady all winter; 10 to 20 Marbled Murrelets wintered. Pigeon Guillemots at Comox, Jan. 20, were unusual in winter.

Pigeons, Owls.—A band of 50± Band-tailed Pigeons wintered around Bellevue (W. H. Ransom). Short-eared Owls were noted at Bellevue, in the area north of Seattle and at Stanwood, Skagit Co. (VEC). A Burrowing Owl was reported at Comox (Laing fide Pearse). A Hawk Owl at Blaine, Jan. 30, was a first record for Mrs. Kline.

Jays, Ravens and Crows.—Six or more Steller's Jays were around Comox in mid-March, but the rest of the time were not much in evidence. Common Ravens seem to have decreased. Am. Crows, usually in large flocks at Comox, were very scarce from the end of December to mid-March. Possibly those seen at the end of the period were migrants which had stayed on the mainland during winter. Crows roost on Vendovi Is., Skagit Co., coming from the Lummi Indian Reservation. A count of 237 on Mar. 20 was about average.

Chickadees through Wrens.—Chickadees have picked up in numbers at Comox; the Winter Wren was generally rare, except in one place, where it was numerous. The uncommon Mountain Chickadee was noted at Bellevue, Mar. 10 (Walter Hagenstein). Bushtits were doing well at Victoria; 80 to 100 were seen, Nov. 14 (A. R. Davidson). On Eliza Is., a habitat of 60 to 65 acres had a flock of 25 to 30 Bushtits (not previously recorded); and 55 to 60 Winter Wrens. Bushtits were feeding young at Seattle, Mar. 9 (Mrs. K. B. Comstock). Brown Creepers seemed to be increasing in the southern Puget Sound area (VEC). The first at Blaine was seen, Feb. 18, where they seemed to be scarce.

Thrushes, Kinglets.—Over 100 Am. Robins wintered at Blaine; the first spring movement was in mid-February. Varied Thrushes were noted in yards and at feeding stations all around Seattle, Dec. 4 to the end of the period, but not in any concentration. Hermit Thrushes were seen in several widely-scattered places. They have seemed to be less common the past 2 winters (VEC, RMB). There was no concentration of Varied Thrushes at Blaine. A flock of 6 Western Bluebirds on Mercer Is., east of Seattle, Dec. 30, appears each year at this time (Mrs. W. B. Rathbun). Larger numbers of Western Bluebirds were working along beaches of Back Chatham Is., B. C., Feb. 26 (C. J. Guiguet). Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen only occasionally at Comox, but are on the increase. There were some Ruby-crowns in January.

Pipits through Starlings.—Water Pipits were in the Seattle area by the hundreds (VEC). A Bohemian Waxwing was reported at Comox by Eslin. Two Gray Shrikes were at Blaine, Mar. 27; and one at Comox (no date). One immature bird was in S. Seattle, Jan. 28 (RMB). A flock of 46 Common Starlings, reported at Courtenay, Vancouver Is., by Fryer, is a big increase over Pearse's count 2 years ago. A flock of 35 was noted on Eliza Is. in the first 2 weeks of January.

Warblers, Blackbirds.—Wintering warblers apparently left the Seattle area the middle of January, except for a very few Audubon's and Townsend's. Western Meadowlarks, once wintering at Comox, are seldom seen now. At Blaine, 33 wintered, while 51 on Nov. 25, was the largest number noted by Mrs. Kline in 3 years. Red-winged Blackbirds are becoming regular winterers in small numbers at Comox. Brewer's Blackbird flocks seemed to be greatly reduced; the largest was about 500. At Blaine there were 350± on Feb. 12, most of them wintering. On Eliza Is., the roosting flock dwindled from 500 early in December to 50 by Feb. 5.

Finches.—The first Evening Grosbeaks (22) were at Longview, Feb. 18; 50 were seen, Feb. 20. They were around Bellevue and the south part of Seattle almost constantly during the period, with 200+ in one flock (WH, VEC). No Purple Finches, Pine Siskins, nor Red Crossbills were seen at Comox, although 5 Pine Grosbeaks (scarce winter residents) were reported, Nov. 7. Pine Grosbeaks were on Eliza Is., Dec. 24 to Jan. 27. Pine Siskins were plentiful at Blaine and in the Seattle area, with flocks of 100 or more. An irregular Common Redpoll was on Sinclair Is., Skagit Co., Feb. 5 (HCB & REP).

Sparrows.—A few Savannah Sparrows were reported in the Blaine-Bellingham Bay area as early as Feb. 5. The Am. Tree Sparrow at Bellevue was seen again, Feb. 1 and Mar. 1 (WH). An immature Chipping Sparrow was feeding with juncos in a yard in S. W. Seattle, from Feb. 4 to the end of the period (RMB). A number of White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows stayed in favored places throughout the Region. A Lincoln's Sparrow wintered on Eliza Is., and 2 Snow Buntings made a brief appearance at Blaine, Feb. 23.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, Seattle.


Spring Migration, 1953

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—[No Regional report available at this printing.]

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—[No Regional report available at this printing.]

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The weather was variable, with temperatures generally below normal. Short periods of warm, sunny days alternated with cool rain. Most observers thought transients came through later than usual, and that summering visitors were also late. Theed Pearse at Comox felt there was a decided lack of land birds, and blamed excessive use of insecticides.

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—There were 400± Arctic Loons around Bellingham Bay, Wash., April 22; last seen, June 2 (R. E. Phillips). Singles and pairs moved north all day off the southeast coast of Vancouver Island, April 28 (C. J. Guiguet). Western Grebes (400±) were at Bellingham Bay, April 4; last seen, June 2. They were moving north at Comox, B. C. in numbers, April 30. Horned Grebes were last seen at Blaine, Wash., April 25; with the last Western on May 13 (Lucile H. Kline). Eared, Horned and Red-necked Grebes mere in numbers at Sooke Harbor, west of Victoria, April 24, and were almost all gone, May 6 (CJG). Cormorants (438 of all species, but mostly Pelagic) mere counted, April 4, as they flew over Eliza Island, Bellingham Bay, to feeding grounds. They were down to 102 by April 25 (REP).

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—A flock of 45 Whistling Swans at Blaine, April 25, was the largest ever seen here by Mrs. Kline. Canada Geese (150±) were it Eliza Island in mid-April. They were reported in migration over southern Vancouver Island, April 17 (Baxter, fide Guiguet). At Longview, Wash., there were several flights, May 2, for an estimated 500 (A. B. Lintecum)'. Black Brant were around Bainbridge Island, across from Seattle, April 17, and a few were in the area until May 12 (Violet E. Cannon). A concentration of 330 was on Bellingham Bay for one day, May 26. Over 400 were at Blaine, April 10, and dwindled to 21 by May 2, when last seen. Black Brant were in large numbers at Sooke Harbor, April 24. Large flocks were moving north off Vancouver Island, April 26; and 1,200± were seen around Sidney Island, April 28 (CJG). Brant were late at Comox, April 22; 140 on May 26 were late for such large numbers. Five large flocks of Am. Widgeon were migrating off southeastern Vancouver Island, April 17. Last dates for ducks at Blaine were: Canvas-back, March 25; Shoveller, March 28; Am. Golden-eye, April 17; Am. Widgeon, April 23; Lesser Scaup, April 25; Bufflehead, May 5; Ruddy Duck and Pintail, May 9; Greater Scaup, May 30. Greater Scaup were in large numbers around Sooke Harbor, April 24. Male Old-squaws were in full breeding plumage at Victoria, April 17, and were gone by May 6 (CJG). Wood Ducks were migrating through the Seattle area the week of April 5 (VEC). Harlequin Ducks were still in the Victoria area, April 17, while long strings of White-winged and Surf Scoters were going north on the same day. Both scoters were in large numbers at Sooke Harbor, April 24. Many flocks of White-wings were still migrating at Victoria, May 6, although most of the wintering waterfowl had disappeared (CJG). At Eliza Island, there were 150± White-winged Scoters from April 10 to May 31; and 95 Surf on April 20, which had dropped to 30 by May 31. There was a huge migration of Scoters, mainly Surf, at Comox, April 22; impossible to estimate. At Blaine, Am. Mergansers were last seen, May 13. Males (25) were flocking at Comox, May 28.

Shorebirds.—Black Oyster-catchers were numerous and courting at Trial Island on the southeast coast of Vancouver Island, April 17; 6 flocks of Black Turnstones (12 each); and 4 flocks of Hudsonian Curlews were seen. Flight after flight of Red-backed Sandpipers, Black Turnstones, and several flocks of smaller sandpipers, possibly Western or Least, passed north on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, April 24 and 26. A flock of about 200 at Sidney Island, April 28, was composed mostly of Red-backs, many in full plumage. Large numbers of Killdeer were heard flying over after dark at Oak Bay, Victoria, April 26 (CJG). Waders were average at Comox; Pectoral Sandpipers (3), May 10, were unusual as spring migrants (TP). Least, Western and Pectoral Sandpipers were on Bainbridge Island, May 7, also a pair of Black Turnstones. At Eliza Island, Rock Sandpipers were last seen, April 12; Black Turnstones, May 7; and Hudsonian Curlews, May 19 (REP). Wilson's Snipe (17) were at Blaine, April 14 to 17. Greater Yellow-legs came in, March 28; the last was seen, May 16. Red-backed Sandpipers (1,000±) passed through the Blaine area, May 2; Western Sandpipers (400±) on April 15, with the last Westerns (9), May 5. Only 1 flock of 5 Long-billed Dowitchers was seen at Victoria, April 22 (A. R. Davidson).

Gulls, Alcids.—Short-billed Gulls were at Blaine, April 12 to 21. A flock of over 1,000 Bonaparte's Gulls was noted at Comox, April 20. Common Murres had thinned out off southeastern Vancouver Island by April 28, but Pigeon Guillemots were plentiful. Marbled Murrelets, in pairs, were in full breeding plumage near Sidney April 28. Rhinoceros Auklets (7) and Tufted Puffins (3) were first seen at Oak Bay, May 24 (CJG).

Pigeons, Hummingbirds, Flycatchers.—Band-tailed Pigeons came to Eliza Island, March 28; there were 100± by mid-April. They were first seen at Victoria, April 20; a flock of 50, June 3, was the largest 
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to date (ARD). A Mourning Dove at Victoria, May 23, was uncommon (J. O. Clay). Rufous Hummingbirds came to Seattle, March 29 (Zella McM. Schultz), and to Blaine, April 15. At Victoria, the first, a female, was noted on April 6 (ARD). Western Flycatchers were at Seattle, April 22; and at Victoria, April 30. At Comox, flycatchers were fewer in number, except the Western. The Olive-sided, never plentiful, may have increased. The Olive-sided was at Seattle, May 12; at Blaine, May 28; and at Victoria, May 20.

Larks, Swallows, Wrens.—A flock of 20 Horned Larks (casual migrants at Comox) was noted, May 10 (Fryer, fide Pearse). Violet-green Swallows were at Seattle, March 26; at Blaine, March 22 (late). Swallows at Comox were late (the first Violet-green was noted, March 28), and not up to normal, except the Cliff, which were in good numbers. The first Tree Swallows were seen at Seattle, March 26 (R. M. & Mrs. Boggs), but they came to Blaine, March 24. Barn Swallows were at Longview, April 26; to Blaine and Victoria, April 25. About 50 Barn Swallows at Comox, May 22, were probably migrating. Rough-winged Swallows were noted at Victoria, May 11 (ARD). Cliff Swallows were in Seattle, April 26 (ZMS). They were first seen at Blaine, April 4, with 120± by June 1. House Wrens were at Longview, April 24. This species, irregular in the Puget Sound area, was seen around Yelm and Olympia, and south of Seattle. They were at Victoria, April 29 (JOC).

Thrushes.—Am. Robins were below average at Comox, and there was no pronounced migration. Varied Thrushes left Longview, April 6, and Blaine, May 1. The first Hermit Thrush was seen at Blaine, April 1. The first Olive-backed Thrush was heard at Seattle, May 10 (ZMS); at Blaine and Victoria, May 5. Western Bluebirds were quite plentiful south of Seattle, around Yelm and Olympia (VEC). A pair came to Blaine, March 15, where the first Townsend's Solitaires were seen, March 16. Solitaires came to Victoria, May 2.

Pipits, Vireos, Warblers.—Water Pipits moved through the Blaine area from April 29 to May 4. Only 1 flock of 6 Water Pipits was seen at Victoria, March 2 (ARD). Solitary Vireos came to Seattle, April 19 (ZMS). They were numerous in the Sooke River bottom west of Victoria, April 30 (CJG). Red-eyed Vireos were at Blaine, May 1. Warbling Vireos were first heard at Seattle, April 29, and at Victoria, May 4. Both the Solitary and Warbling Vireos were fewer in numbers at Comox; Orange-crowned, Yellow, Macgillivray's and Black-capped Warblers were about average, but Audubon's showed up badly on migration; the first being seen, March 17. Orange-crowned Warblers came to Seattle, April 3; to Blaine, April 3; to Eliza Island, April 5; and to Victoria, April 4. Yellow Warblers were first seen at Blaine, April 2; at Seattle, May 4; and at Victoria, May 5. Audubon's Warblers were at Seattle, March 11; at Eliza Island, March 19; and were going through the Victoria area in fair numbers, April 1, where a few Myrtle Warblers were seen from April 18 to May 1. Black-throated Gray Warblers came to Seattle, April 18; and at Blaine, May 12. Townsend's Warblers were at Victoria, April 19; Black-capped, May 3; and Macgillivray's, May 20 (ARD, JOC). The Black-capped arrived at Seattle and Blaine on May 5.

Blackbirds, Tanagers, Finches.—Red-winged Blackbirds came to Longview, April 6. Three Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Victoria, May 4, were noteworthy (ARD). This species was also seen at Comox (Burford, fide Pearse). Western Tanagers were noted at Seattle, May 13 (ZMS); and Black-headed Grosbeaks, May 27. Never very plentiful at Comox, the Black-headed may have increased slightly; Evening Grosbeaks were around for some weeks in April. Evening Grosbeaks left Longview, May 24. House Finches (rare winter visitors) were seen in two places south of Seattle this spring and at least one pair was seen in Seattle (VEC).

Sparrows.—The sparrow migration at Comox was hardly noticeable. Savannah Sparrows came to Victoria, April 17, with the height of migration on May 2; last seen, May 20. The small form brooksi, which nests there, was first seen, April 15 (ARD). Chipping Sparrows were at Blaine, April 20; and at Victoria, April 13, where they were common by the end of April. White-crowned Sparrows were at Longview, March 27; at Seattle, March 29; and at Blaine, 3. There were many at Victoria by April 28. Golden-crowned Sparrows passed through the Longview area from April 18 to May 3; the Blaine area from April 18 to May 1; and at Victoria from April 6 to May 20. The transient Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Victoria, April 18, and May 24 (JOC, ARD). The Lapland Longspur (rare transient) was recorded at Comox (Fryer, fide Pearse).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.


The Nesting Season, 1953

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—[No Regional report was available at this printing.]

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Since no Regional report was available for this issue, breeding season notes will be included in the fall migration summary in the February 1954 issue. Please send observations to the new regional editor, Dr. Oliver K. Scott, 437 East 13th Street, Casper, Wyoming.

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June was cool and cloudy; the total precipitation of 1.44 in. at Seattle was slightly above normal. July was about normal, but seemed a little on the cool side. Total rain of .58 in. was near normal. The first part of August was about normal. Some observers reported nests abandoned, eggs infertile, or heavy mortality of young in the early part of the period.

Cormorants, Herons.—Pelagic Cormorants on islands off Oak Bay, Victoria, B. C., had eggs by the last of May; eggs and young of varying ages were in nests, July 14. Double-crested Cormorants built nests on Viti Rocks, Bellingham Bay, in early June; with first eggs, July 28 (R. E. Phillips and W. H. Bohl). Great Blue Herons at Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C. showed a splendid comeback (Theed Pearse).

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—An immature Trumpeter Swan at Comox, Aug. 9, was the first in many years in summer. Black Brant were again noted at Comox in summer: 55, June 4; 16, July 2; 20, July 5 (Guthrie and Pearse). Black Brant were noted at Port Angeles, Wash., July 23 (Mrs. Neil Haig and Vivian Thorne). The first Mallard nest, with 7 incubated eggs was found on Eliza Is., off Bellingham Bay, May 9; a clutch of 14 Blue-winged Teal hatched, June 25 (REP, WHB). At Comox, a brood of Blue-winged Teal was seen, July 26; and a brood of Wood Ducks, July 5, with another, Aug. 9 (TP). A pair of Barn Golden-eyes (rare) was seen at Union, Hood Canal, Wash., the week of July 19 (Edward Fleisher).

Eagles and Hawks.—Bald Eagles were incubating on Lummi Is., Wash., April 18; downy chicks, May 16, were fledged in early July. A male Peregrine Falcon at Comox, July 26, and again at Denman Spit, SE of Comox, Aug. 8, was very unusual in mid-summer. Ospreys seemed to maintain their numbers, although all hawks were scarce. A pair of Sparrow Hawks had young in the nest at Harrison Mills, B.C., May 22 (Mrs. Lucile H. Kline).

Quail.—California Quails lost eggs or first young in many places around Seattle. They were nesting, June 10, and young were seen, July 9 (Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Boggs). Two pairs of Bob-white nesting at Blaine, July 1, were the first seen for about 6 years (LHK).

Shorebirds, Gulls and Alcids.—A nest of Black Oyster-catchers was found on a small islet in Oak Bay, May 6; parents' actions indicated young on Trial Is., June 11 (C. J. Guiguet). A pair on Viti Rocks, Bellingham Bay, had 1 downy chick, July 6. Killdeer had a nest and 4 eggs on Eliza Is., April 22; young hatched, April 26 (REP, WHB). There were newly hatched Killdeer at Victoria, May 18 (A. R. Davidson), and 1 downy young was seen on Trial Is., June 11 (CJG). About 200 Glaucous-winged Gulls nested on Viti Rocks; most eggs hatched, July 6. Off SE Vancouver Is., there were some eggs, June 11, with eggs and downy young of various sizes, in numbers, June 28. Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Speirs identified 3 Ring-billed Gulls in adult plumage in a flock of Short-bills at Comox. The Ring-bill is always rare at Comox, and never before recorded in summer. Pearse saw these and 2 immatures, July 1, and 1 immature, Aug. 2. Marbled Murrelets were numerous off the SE coast of Vancouver Is., June 28 (CJG); 1 adult with 1 immature was seen, July 30 (ARD). At Bellingham Bay, 20± Marbled Murrelets summered, and were seen carrying fish. The first juvenile plumages were seen about July 16; many on Aug. 13. Two pairs of Tufted Puffins had eggs on Viti Rocks, July 28.

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common Nighthawks were first seen at Seattle, June 3 (MRF). A pair began incubating at Eliza Is., June 30; young were flying weakly by Aug. 1. Nighthawks arrived at Victoria, June 5, but were not as abundant as formerly (ARD). They were also scarce at Comox. Rufous Hummingbirds had eggs on Eliza Is., April 26. Belted Kingfishers had 3 young at Victoria, Aug 8 (ARD). Yellow-bellied Sapsucker nests seemed to be more plentiful south of Seattle in mid-June (Violet E. Cannon). Lewis's Woodpeckers were first seen at Bellevue, June 2; the first young appeared, June 2; and juvenile-plumaged young were still around, Aug. 17 (Walter Hagenstein).

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays.—An Eastern Kingbird (scarce) was in the Bellingham Bay region, July 5, and a Western Kingbird, July 10 and 25. One Eastern at Victoria, Aug. 1, was the first ever seen there by Davidson. The Eastern Kingbird was recorded from two new localities in the Comox area (TP). Western Wood Pewees were nesting in Seattle. June 24 (Wm. 
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Goodge). They were nesting at Blaine, July 24 to Aug. 10, probably a second brood. Young Western Flycatchers were in the nest at Seattle, June 28 (FG), and were seen out of nest at Victoria, July 16 (ARD). Horned Larks were nesting at Blaine, July 1. On May 28, Fryer found a nest with eggs at Comox. A bird collected about 5 miles away was strigata. The invasion of this race in that area is quite noteworthy. Violet-green Swallows were building at Seattle, May 15; young left the nest, July 10; in another area they had young in a bird house, May 27. Young Barn Swallows at Seattle were being fed out of the nest, June 27, July 10, and Aug. 1 (RMB, FG). They were nesting at Blaine, June 19 to July 12; at least 1 pair was brooding, Aug. 12. Cliff Swallows were building at Victoria, May 23 (ARD). The first brood of Cliff Swallows was reported at Blaine, June 13; the second brood hatched, Aug. 10. Purple Martins did not hold their increase of last year at Comox, but were apparently extending their range northward, as they were heard in two places 20 miles north. A fledged Steller's Jay was collected, June 15, near Snoqualmie Pass, Wash. (WG).

Chickadees, Bushtits, Wrens.—Very few Black-capped Chickadee nests were seen at Seattle, but large flocks were around at the end of the period (VEC). They were building in a Seattle box, April 17 (RMB). A nest and 5 young were seen north of Seattle, June 9 (FG). Mrs. Kline had a pair nesting as late as Aug. 6 at Blaine. Young Chestnut-backed Chickadees were seen at Victoria, June 9 (ARD). They had increased at Comox. Common Bushtits began building at Seattle, Mar. 6; young had left the nest, June 6 (RMB). In another place young left the nest, May 10 (FG). Due to the supposition that Mr. Phillips was reporting y from Eliza Is., bushtits were listed in the June, 953 issue of Audubon Field Notes (p. 231) as having invaded that area. Actually the flock reported was on Lummi Is., where they have been known for some time. This year they were carrying nest material, April 28. Many nests of House Wrens were seen south of Seattle and south of Tacoma (VEC). A pair was feeding young in the nest on Orcas Is., July 24. Young Winter Wrens were flying at Comox, May 14, and young were seen at Victoria, June 14. Bewick's Wrens were building at Seattle, May 6; young left the nest, June 16. A second nest was begun, July 11; this brood left the nest, Aug. 12 (RMB). They were nesting at Blaine, April 27 to May 5; one nest with 3 eggs, June 11, was abandoned. Young Bewick's Wrens were flying at Victoria, May 29; a second brood was seen, July 20 (ARD). A Long-billed Marsh Wren (presumably a male) built two nests at Comox. This is a first record (Fryer fide Pearse).

Thrushes.—Nesting Am. Robins did not seem to be so common at Seattle as last year; 3 broods were raised by many. North of Seattle, young hatched, May 18, May 28, and June 2 (FG). They were nesting at Blaine, April 29; 2nd brood, June 3; 3rd brood, Aug. 10. Young robins were on the wing at Comox, May 15. First nests of Olive-backed Thrushes were seen on Lummi Is., June 22. Young out of the nest were being fed on nearby Vendovi Is., July 6; and a nest with 2 eggs was seen on Eliza Is., July 28. At Mrs. Kline's place at Blaine, 16 pairs were nesting, most from June 24 to July 8. Young were out of a Seattle nest, July 20 (FG). Western Bluebirds were nesting the first and second week of June south of Seattle, and were noted at several places between there and Olympia (highly selective in habitat west of mountains). Young were being fed in a nest on a logged-off area near Forks, Clallam Co., Wash., July 21 (NH, VT).

Waxwings through Tanagers.—Cedar Waxwings were building at Seattle, June 28 (RMB), and were brooding at Blaine, June 21. Young Warbling Vireos at Victoria, Aug. 12, must have been a second brood (ARD). Solitary and Warbling Vireos were not up to average at Comox, but the Red-eyed was becoming a common bird in places. The warblers were about average there, except Macgillivray's, which was down in numbers. Audubon's had young on the wing, June 10. Many Audubon's Warblers nested in the southern Puget Sound area, apparently with success, judging from the number of young in each flock. The first young were off the nest, June 8; the last were being fed at the end of the period. Young Orange-crowned Warblers were seen north of Seattle, June 14; Yellow, June 15; and Black-throated Gray, June 30. Audubon's Warblers were building in the Bellingham Bay area, Mar. 23, and feeding young out of the nest, May 29. Young Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers were seen at Victoria, June 16; young Black-capped were flying, July 6; and young Townsend's were seen, July 20 (ARD). Hermit Warblers were feeding young near Tacoma, June 17 (VEC). Western Meadowlarks were nesting at Blaine, July 3; Brewer's Blackbirds, May 12. Young Brewer's and Red-winged Blackbirds were on the wing at Comox, May 31, where Western Tanagers were still scarce. Tanagers were feeding young off the nest south of Tacoma, June 17 (VEC).

Finches.—Five Black-headed Grosbeaks (uncommon at Victoria) were in full song, June 15, and nested in one small area (ARD). None had been seen at Comox since the migration in May. Lazuli Buntings (uncommon west of Cascade Mountains) were nesting in foothills near Buckley, Pierce Co., Wash., in mid-June (VEC). A male on Eliza Is., July 23, was Phillip's only record. Purple Finches at Seattle brought off young by July 4. Young were seen at Victoria on June 16. A flock of House Finches was seen in west Seattle, April 22; 2 pairs remained and were feeding young, June 18. This is the first definite breeding observation for the Seattle area (Mrs. Bertha Schuler). They nested at Sumner, Pierce Co., Wash., for the second year; 2 pairs were feeding young, June 18 (VEC). Pine Siskins were gathering nesting material at Blaine, April 30, but no nests were found. Am. Goldfinches had young off the nest at Seattle, July 22 (FG). They were not so plentiful at Comox as a few years ago, but were extending their range from the coastal area. A small flock of Red Crossbills (8-10) were making the alarm note said to be used in vicinity of the nest on a small island off Oak Bay, July 14 (CJG); 10 on July 20 were the first Davidson had positively identified at Victoria for a year or more. They were quite numerous at Comox, after an absence of some years.
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Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees were feeding young at Seattle, June 1 and 14, although not many young were seen until the second nesting in July. A nest with 3 eggs was found in the Bellingham Bay area, Aug. 12. The first nest of Savannah Sparrows was seen May 23, with 3 slightly incubated eggs; the first young were seen, May 25, and the last July 15. Two nests of 3 eggs were deserted, and several young disappeared from others. At Blaine, they were nesting from May 23 to 30, with a second brood, July 3. Young Savannah Sparrows were out of the nest north of Seattle, June 15. The race brooksi (2 pair) was feeding young at Victoria, June 6. Vesper Sparrows were plentiful and nesting on prairies south of Tacoma, June 14. Young Oregon Juncos were flying at Victoria, May 29. They were out of the nest at Seattle at various times from May 29 to Aug. 5. A nest in the Bellingham Bay area had 3 naked young, Aug. 13. The first young Chipping Sparrows were seen at Seattle, June 6. They were nesting at Blaine, June 10. The first nest of White-crowned Sparrows in the Bellingham Bay region (4 eggs) was seen, May 13. There were many infertile eggs, and young dead in the nest, among the 20 or so nests Phillips checked. The last eggs hatched, July 26. At Blaine, Mrs. Kline had 12 pairs under observation, nesting May 27 to June 2. A second brood flew, July 5. A female Fox Sparrow with brood patch was collected at Stampede Pass, Wash., June 15 (WG).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.
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