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Autumn Migration, 1951

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho and eastern Washington, the fall months were characterized by very little precipitation and by higher temperatures than usual. 
    [image: ]
The prolonged drought that persisted throughout the summer was not broken until Sept. 25, when a light rain fell. Similar rains were not infrequent after that date, but clear days far outnumbered those that were cloudy. Maximum temperatures during September varied from 85° on the 6th, to 65° on the 11th; the average for the month was 72°. The minimum temperature recorded during the month was 36° on the 12th; otherwise, temperatures below 40° were exceptional. October remained relatively clear and warm through the 10th, the maximum temperature that day being 84°. The remainder of the month was considerably cooler, with maximum temperatures in the fifties, and frequent rainy days. Throughout November, conditions were similar to those of the latter part of October. For western Montana, Hand reported: "September was mild to moderate in the Missouri area and precipitation was about average. There was considerable warm weather until the 20th; thereafter it was cool and cloudy with frequent showers, but no prolonged rainy spells. October was slightly below normal in temperature and somewhat above in precipitation. There were only two or three sunshiny days in the entire month. November was more moderate, both as to temperature and moisture." In most respects, the fall migration was characterized by little that was unusual. One exception was the relative abundance of shorebirds in northern Idaho, drought conditions resulting in suitable habitat (exposed mud flats and sand bars in the larger streams) that was taken advantage of by exceptionally large numbers of these waders. In a few instances, possibly the result of the mild, clear weather, a few species were recorded much later than usual. Sparrows and finches were noticeably scarce, especially in contrast to the past year, and were observed in rather small numbers.

Grebes and Herons.—In western Montana, 4 Eared Grebes were seen at Ninepipe Reservoir, Sept. 3; and a single bird, in an exhausted condition, was caught in the residential section of Missoula, Oct. 22. In northern Idaho, two Red-necked Grebes, rarely observed in Idaho, were seen on Priest Lake, Sept. 23, and a single bird at Sandpoint, Oct. 25; 1 Horned Grebe (likewise rarely noted in the State) was seen at Priest Lake, Sept. 23, and 2 at the east end of Coeur d'Alene Lake on Oct. 16. Great Blue Herons were last seen near Missoula, Mont., on Sept. 30; and a single bird was noted at Ninepipe, Oct. 30, where on previous occasions, Aug. 13 and 20 and Sept. 3, they had been common (Hand). 

Waterfowl.—In western Montana, Whistling Swans were first reported from the Bitterroot Valley on Oct. 10 (early), and were unusually common in Flathead and Lake Counties between Oct. 20 and Nov. 1. A few Gadwalls were seen at Ninepipe, Sept. 3, and a pair at Missoula, Nov. 11 (late). Green-winged Teal were present in small numbers. Blue-winged Teal left early, none being reported at Missoula after early September. Wood Ducks were common through September and occasional until Oct. 21. Lesser Scaups were common at Ninepipe and at Flathead Lake, Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, and a few Redheads were seen at Flathead on the latter date. Three Ruddy Ducks were noted at Frenchtown, Sept. 15. Hooded Mergansers were last noted near Missoula, Oct. 21, and at Ninepipe, Oct. 30. Am. Mergansers were unusually common during late summer and early fall in the 
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Missoula area; one flock containing between 40 and 50 individuals was seen on Aug. 26 (Hand). In northern Idaho, a flock of fully 150 Whistling Swans was seen at Copeland, Boundary Co., Oct. 23 (Levy); a much smaller flock of 20 birds was noted that same day on the Snake River at Lewiston (Burleigh). The Wood Duck remained later than usual this year, two flocks totaling 30 birds being seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch, Sept. 30, and a flock of 60 birds at Lane, Kootenai Co., Oct. 16 (Levy). The Hooded Merganser was reported from Copeland, Sept. 24, and from Lane, Oct. 16 (Levy), and a single bird was seen at Potlatch, Oct. 23 (Burleigh). A female White-winged Scoter was noted at Copeland, Nov. 2 (Levy).

Vultures and Hawks.—In western Montana, the local colony of Turkey Vultures near Missoula continued to increase until there were 21 present on Sept. 9, but none were seen after Sept. 15 (Hand). In northern Idaho, this species remained rather late, 6 being noted north of Bonner's Ferry, Boundary Co., Sept. 25 (Levy). At Missoula, there was the usual noticeable flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks, starting Aug. 26 and ending Oct. 16. A Cooper's Hawk was seen in town on Sept. 24, and another was reported during the third week in October (Hand). At Moscow, the Cooper's Hawk was recorded for the first time in fall, a single bird in immature plum4ge on Sept. 17 (Burleigh). The Goshawk, only infrequently seen in northern Idaho, was reported from Copeland, Boundary Co., Sept. 25, and from Dismal Lake, Shoshone Co., Oct. 3 (Levy). The first Rough-legged Hawks were seen in northern Idaho (Copeland) on Oct. 19 (Levy) and in western Montana (Superior, Mineral Co.) on Nov. 5 (Hand). A young Golden Eagle was seen soaring over Mount Jumbo, northeast of Missoula, on Oct. 8, and another was seen near Ravalli, Lake Co., Oct. 30 (Hand). In northern Idaho, the Bald Eagle (rarely observed), was noted at Sandpoint, Oct. 18, and at Colburn, Bonner Co., Nov. 12 (Levy); a single adult was reported from western Montana (Sanders Co.) on Nov. 8 (Hand). A Peregrine Falcon (a scarce bird in northern Idaho) was seen at Copeland, Sept. 22 (Levy). The Pigeon Hawk was not recorded at Missoula until Nov. 10 (late) (Hand), but appeared at Lewiston, on the Snake River, Sept. 28, and at Moscow, Oct. 20 and Nov. 7 (Burleigh).

Coots and Cranes.—In western Montana, Am. Coots were still common at Ninepipe Reservoir and on Flathead Lake, Nov. 1, and it is expected that many will remain throughout the winter (Hand). At Copeland, in extreme northern Idaho, two Sandhill Cranes were seen on Oct. 29 (Levy).

Shorebirds.—Due possibly to unusually favorable conditions, shorebirds were present in large numbers in northern Idaho, appearing early and in a few instances remaining rather late. At Potlatch, on the Palouse River, the following species were observed: Solitary Sandpiper, Aug. 8 through Sept. 4; Greater Yellow-legs, July 19 through Aug. 18; Lesser Yellowlegs, July 28 through Aug. 24; Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 26; Baird's Sandpiper, July 21 through Aug. 29; Least Sandpiper, July 19 through Aug. 24; Dowitcher, July 19 through Aug. 18; Semipalmated Sandpiper, July 28 through Aug. 13; Western Sandpiper, July 19 through Aug. 18. At Lewiston, on the Snake River, the Black-bellied Plover (a scarce transient in Idaho) was seen on Sept. 21 and 28; the last Spotted Sandpiper for the year, Sept. 16; the Greater Yellow-legs, Sept. 16 and 28, and Oct. 1, 4, and 10 (late); the Lesser Yellow-legs, Least Sandpiper, Dowitcher, and Western Sandpiper, Sept. 16. At Moscow, the Am. Avocet was recorded for the first time in northern Idaho on July 12, two small flocks totaling 7 birds being seen. The Wilson's Phalarope was also recorded for the first time as a fall transient at Moscow, single birds being seen on July 9 and July 26 (Burleigh). At Medicine Lake, Kootenai Co., numerous Baird's Sandpipers, 15 Semipalmated Plover, and 2 Northern Phalaropes were noted on Aug. 28, and a single Spotted Sandpiper (late) and 5 Dowitchers, Sept. 20. Unusually late was a Greater Yellow-legs on Oct. 20, and a Pectoral Sandpiper on Oct. 29, at Copeland. Two Killdeer were also seen there, Nov. 2 (Levy). There was an early flight of Wilson's Snipe at Ninepipe on Sept. 3, possibly 50 being seen scattered through the open marsh. Spotted Sandpipers departed on Sept. 9 except for a single individual noted on Sept. 23 and 30. Solitary Sandpipers appeared in small numbers at Missoula, Aug. 5-26, and a few were seen at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Aug. 13. A pair of Willets (the first record for western Montana) was noted 2 miles west of Missoula, Sept. 2. Greater Yellow-legs were common at Kicking Horse and Ninepipe, Aug. 13 and 20 and Sept. 3, and 4 were seen near Missoula, Aug. 19-26. Pectoral Sandpipers were fairly common at Ninepipe, and a few were at Kicking Horse, Aug. 20 and Sept. 3. Baird's Sandpipers were noted in small numbers at Missoula between Aug. 12 and 26, and at Kicking Horse, Aug. 13 and Sept. 3. Northern Phalaropes were common on many of the potholes near Ninepipe on Sept. 3, occurring in flocks of 5 to 15 birds (Hand).

Gulls and Terns.—The Herring Gull was recorded for the first time in northern Idaho on Aug. 13, 2 birds in immature plumage being seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch. The Ring-billed Gull did not appear on the Snake River at Lewiston until September (late); 5 were still present there on Dec. 1. Bonaparte's Gull, normally uncommon in northern Idaho, was reported from Sandpoint, Oct. 16, and from Copeland, Oct. 20 (many) and Oct. 29 (Levy). In western Montana, Ring-billed Gulls were present at Ninepipe in flocks of 40 to 50 between Aug. 13 and Sept. 3; a few were noted at Missoula, Oct. 18 and 19, and several at Flathead Lake, Oct. 30 and Nov. 1. A single Common Tern was noted at Lewiston on Sept. 16 and 21, and a single Black Tern at Potlatch, Aug. 8 (Burleigh). Several Black Terns were seen near Ninepipe, Aug. 13, and 2 Forster's Terns at Kicking Horse the same day (Hand).

Mourning Dove.—At Missoula, the Mourning Dove was last noted on Sept. 15 (Hand); while in northern Idaho, single birds were seen at Dismal Lake, Shoshone Co. (altitude 6,000 feet), Oct. 4, and at the east end of Coeur d'Alene Lake, Oct. 18 (Levy), and one small flock at Lewiston, Dec. 1 (Burleigh).
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Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—At Missoula the last Lewis's Woodpecker was noted on Sept. 9 (Hand), while at Moscow, although normally present in small numbers, none were observed throughout the entire fall. Interesting departure dates for flycatchers were: Western Kingbird, at Missoula, Sept. 3, at Lewiston, Sept. 8 (late); Say's Phoebe, at Lewiston, Oct. 31, and at Clarkston, Wash., Nov. 16 (both very late dates); Western Flycatcher (rare), single birds seen and collected at Moscow, Aug. 23 and Sept. 26. 

Horned Larks through Thrushes.—Small flocks of Horned Larks were noted on Bald Mountain, Bonner Co., Idaho (altitude 6000 feet), on Sept. 23, and at Dismal Lake, Shoshone Co., Oct. 4; individuals collected were found to represent the pale northern race arcticola, so these were apparently transient flocks (Levy). At Moscow, the breeding birds had, as in previous years, gradually become scarce in late August and September, and were last noted on Oct. 13. Some departure dates for swallows were: Violet-green Swallow, at Missoula (uncommon), July 23, and at Lewiston, Oct. 4; Barn Swallow, at Missoula, Sept. 4, at Genesee, Idaho, Oct. 4 (late); Cliff Swallow, at Missoula, July 31, at Potlatch, Aug. 29 (early). At Missoula the last Am. Crow was noted on Oct. 18. This species does not nest in the open Palouse country of northern Idaho, and was not recorded there at any time this fall. The House Wren was last seen at Missoula on Sept. 9 and at Moscow on Oct. 5 (late). Rather unexpected was the presence of a single Long-billed Marsh Wren at Coeur d'Alene Lake on Oct. 6, the first record for this species in northern Idaho (Burleigh). Possibly the most interesting record for the fall migration was a Gray-cheeked Thrush taken at Moscow on Sept. 7, this being the first time this species has been recorded in Idaho. At Missoula, the Hermit Thrush was noted on Sept. 16, and at Moscow almost daily from Sept. 23 (Clarkston, Wash., Sept. 21) through Oct. 19 (late). A single bird was seen at Dismal Lake, Oct. 8 (Levy). The Olive-backed Thrush was last seen at Missoula, Sept. 14, and at Potlatch, Sept. 4; the Veery (Willow Thrush) at Missoula, Aug. 27, and at Moscow, Aug. 30; the Mountain Bluebird at Missoula, Sept. 30 (early), and at Genesee, Idaho, Oct. 26 (also early); at Weippe, Clearwater Co., the Western Bluebird was noted for the first time in fall, a flock of 6 birds being seen on Oct. 26.

Kinglets through Shrikes.—At Missoula, the Ruby-crowned Kinglet was last seen on Oct. 18, at Moscow on Nov. 3 (late), and at Clarkston, Wash., on Nov. 16 (late). The Water Pipit appeared at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Sept. 3, and was common at Missoula, Sept. 9 through Oct. 7. At Moscow, the first flock was noted on Sept. 13, and other flocks were seen at frequent intervals thereafter through Oct. 26 (late). The first flock of Bohemian Waxwings appeared at Missoula, Nov. 4, and at Moscow, Nov. 5 (early). The first Gray Shrike was noted at Genesee, Oct. 21, and at Pullman, Wash., Oct. 30. This species is present in its usual numbers this year, one or more being seen almost daily in the open Palouse country.

Vireos and Warblers.—Noteworthy departure dates were: Solitary Vireo (Cassin's) at Missoula, Sept. 19, and at Moscow, Oct. 11 (late); Macgillivray's Warbler at Missoula, Sept. 5, at Moscow, Sept. 22, and at Clarkston, Oct. 1 (late).

Blackbirds.—At Missoula, the Western Meadowlark was common until Oct. 21, but none were seen after that date. The Red-winged Blackbird was last noted, Oct. 30. Both these species winter to some extent at Moscow, and commonly at Lewiston. The Yellow-headed Blackbird, an uncommon transient in the open Palouse country, was noted at Potlatch, Aug. 24, and at Clarkston, Aug. 28, but only a single bird each time. As in previous years, adult Brown-headed Cowbirds disappeared from the open Palouse country in early July, but fully-grown young of the year remained as usual through August. They were last seen at Moscow, Aug. 15, at Potlatch, Aug. 26, and at Clarkston, Aug. 28 (late).

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—The Western Tanager was last noted at Missoula, Sept. 24, and at Moscow, Oct. 15 (late). Evening Grosbeaks reappeared at Missoula, Aug. 8, after a six weeks' absence, were abundant through late August and early September, and were moderately common thereafter. At Moscow small flocks that were noted in late August soon disappeared, and for several months now this species has been rarely seen, a decided contrast to its abundance in previous years throughout the fall and winter months. Pine Grosbeaks, possibly representing the breeding population, were found to be fairly common at Dismal Lake, Oct. 1, and a small flock of 6 birds was seen on Fisher Mountain, near Copeland, on Nov. 4 (Levy). White-crowned Sparrows were noted at Missoula from Sept. 7 to Oct. 7, none wintering there. At Clarkston, Wash., where they winter in small numbers, they were first seen (2 birds) on Aug. 28. The Lincoln's Sparrow was first seen at Potlatch on Aug. 31, and frequently thereafter until last recorded at Lewiston on Oct. 16. The Snow Bunting apparently occurs regularly, at least during the fall months, in the extreme northern part of Idaho; small flocks were noted at Sandpoint on Oct. 18, and at Copeland, Oct. 21 and 29, and Nov. 6 (Levy). A rather unexpected record was that of a single Snow. Bunting seen on Aug. 24 at Yellowstone Lake in northwestern Wyoming (G. W. Treichel).—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


Autumn Migration, 1951

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.-We regret that no fall migration report is available from this Region. Please send 
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reports on wintering birds to the new regional editor, Dr. Jessop B. Low, Leader, Utah Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.


Autumn Migration, 1951

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—For the area covered by this report—the north half of the region—the weather was warm and generally dry until mid-October when conditions became normal for the time of year. November was mostly overcast, with strong winds the last week. 
               [image: ]

Loons through Herons.—All species of loons were below normal at Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C. Red-necked Grebes showed up well; Horned Grebes were average, with Westerns few, except for a migration concentration of over 3,000 (Theed Pearse). At Victoria, B. C., the first Red-necked Grebes were seen, Sept. 24; Pied-billed, Sept. 13; Westerns (230±), Oct. 13 (A. R. Davidson). Western Grebes were at Blaine, Wash., Oct. 8 (late); Eared Grebes, Oct. 16 (Lucille H. Kline). At Sheringham Point, SW coast of Vancouver Is., there were 700 to 800 Sooty Shearwaters, Aug. 26; 4,000± feeding on herring close to shore, Sept. 21. Large juvenile Pelagic Cormorants were still on Trial Is., Barkely Sd., W coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 15, and immature Great Blue Herons (60±) were on Cowichan Bay flats, SE Vancouver Is., Aug. 18 (C. J. Guiguet).

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—There were 11 Whistling Swans at Blaine, Oct. 21 (LHK). A flock of 200±- Black Brant at Comox in October was early. 
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The migration of Canada Geese was good (TP). One flock was estimated at over 1,000 (H. M. Laing). At Ten-mile Point, E of Victoria, B. C., there were 250±, Sept. 23 (CJG). They were first seen (64) at Blaine, Oct. 11. The migration was well under way at Seattle, Oct. 15; 7 flocks passed in 45 minutes (Violet E. Cannon). There was a heavy migration of Mallards at Comox early in October, a month before the usual influx. Am. Widgeons were late, but in normal numbers. There was a good showing of Pintails in early September (TP). At Cowichan Bay, 250± Mallards and 15 Am. Widgeons were noted, Aug. 18. Two adult male European Widgeons were shot there, Nov. 11 (S. Franks, fide Guiguet). Am. Widgeons returned to the Victoria area, Sept. 17. Male Harlequin Ducks in eclipse were numerous at Sheringham Pt., southern Vancouver Is., Sept. 21. They were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 28. Other ducks came in the following succession: Shoveller, Oct. 10; Greater Scaup, Oct. 13; Ruddy, Oct. 23; Buff1e-head, Oct. 28; Canvas-back, Oct. 31; Am. Golden-eye, Nov. 11; Old-squaw, Nov. 18 (CJG, ARD). Pintails were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 3; Buffle-heads, Oct. 2; Mallards, Am. Golden-eyes, and Ruddy Ducks, Oct. 23 (LHK). Ducks were about normal at Seattle, except for more than the usual number of Gadwalls (VEC). At Comox in August a large flock of Surf Scoters was composed mainly of yearling males. Later, among at least 10,000 scoters, three-fifths were estimated to be Surf, with four-fifths of those males. The rest were mostly White-winged, but with some American. Red-breasted Mergansers were still few (TP). Female and immature Red-breasted Mergansers were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 29; Hooded and American, Oct. 20.

Cranes.—Sandhill Cranes (21) were at Sheringham Point, B. C., Sept. 21; 1 was near Victoria, Oct. 21.

Shorebirds.—A number of birds left their summer ranges early. They drifted southward from early July until the last of October. At Comox, both species of yellow-legs showed an increase, as did Long-billed Dowitchers; but Pectoral, Sandpipers were scarce, and all small sandpipers seemed to be fewer. A rare Stilt Sandpiper was noted on Comox slough in August (TP). Surf-birds first came to Victoria, July 9, and were present in numbers, Aug. 17. Black Turnstones were seen at Victoria, July 9; and several flocks at Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26. Two Wandering Tattlers were at Victoria, Aug. 10 & 17. Nine flocks of Least and Western Sandpipers (total 125±) were at Trial Is., B. C., July 12. They were moving all day at Victoria, July 21; were in small flocks at Cowichan Bay, B. C., Aug. 18; and at Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26 (CJG). Greater Yellow-legs were first noted at Blaine, Aug. 24; last seen, Oct. 28. Red-backed Sandpipers (350±) were there, Nov. 5 (LHK). The usual shorebirds arrived at the South Seattle tidal marshes during July and early August, and were present until mid-October (VEC).

Gulls.—Few Glaucous-winged Gulls reached the flying stage in the San Juan Islands, in spite of what would appear to be good breeding conditions. Temperatures were high at incubating time, and fleas were prevalent on at least one island (Zella McM. Schultz). There was an almost entire absence of young gulls at Comox, except for Glaucous-wings, which may have been bred locally. In flocks of Short-bills and Bonaparte's, young averaged not over 5% (TP). All species were present in numbers at Victoria from mid. July until the last of August, attracted by herring. The first large influx of Bonaparte's Gulls was on July 17 (CJG). They were gone, Oct. 20. California Gulls returned, July 22, and Short-billed, July 20. Both left on Oct. 10, and Heermann's Gull on Oct 21 (ARD). Herring Gulls were more numerous in late summer than in the past 3 years (CJG).

Alcids.—All alcids seemed scarce at Comox. Common Murres, with young, were abundant at Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26, and numerous, Sept. 21. Marbled Murrelets, Ancient Murrelets, and Cassin's Auklets were seen there, Aug. 26. Adult and young Rhinocerous Auklets, and Tufted Puffins were numerous, Sept. 21 (CJG).

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—There were 140± Band-tailed Pigeons feeding on Black Elderberries at Comox, Oct. 19 (TP); 250± in the Cowichan area, Sept. 15; and 40 at Goldstream lakes, NE of Victoria, Oct. 1 (CJG). There were 150± at Victoria, Sept. 2 (ARD). They were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 14 (LHK). Over 50 were at Cascara berries in West Seattle, Aug. 18 (VEC). One Barn Owl was taken 1 near Duncan, B. C., Nov. 15, and a Snowy Owl, Nov. 13. One Snowy Owl was at Victoria, Nov. 13 (CJG). Short-eared Owls had moved into Seattle, Oct. 20. Common Nighthawks had left Victoria by Sept. 17; were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 23, and at Seattle, Sept. 15. Ten Black Swifts were in the Cowichan area, B. C., Sept. 15. Vaux's Swifts were seen at Victoria, Sept. 2. Rufous Hummingbirds were last seen there, Sept. 19. Two were seen in North Seattle, Oct. 7 and 21. All species of Woodpeckers at Comox seemed to show a slight increase after the nesting season. Young Lewis's Woodpeckers were still flying in the nesting vicinity east of Lake Washington, and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers (ruber) were still around the nest hole in the high Cascade Mts., Wash., Aug. 19 (VEC).

Flycatchers through Swallows.—There were waves of migrating passerines at Comox on Aug. 29, Sept. 3, Sept. 22 and Oct. 26. The scarcity of small birds was a matter of comment there, especially when compared with 20 years ago. An adult Eastern Kingbird, with 2 birds of the year, was seen in August. Pearse believes they breed regularly, as he has seen them in previous years. Other flycatchers were below normal. Western and Traill's Flycatchers were last seen at Blaine, Wash., Aug. 26. Traill's and the Olive-sided were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 9. Horned Larks were still on high trails of Mt. Rainier, Sept. 16 (VEC). They were noted at Victoria, Sept 11 and 28 (ARD). Cliff Swallows left Blaine, Aug. 23, Violet-greens, Sept. 11, and Barn Swallows, Sept. 26. Last dates for Seattle were: Rough-winged, Sept. 27, Violet-green and Barn, Sept. 30. The latter had left Victoria by Sept. 17. Purple Martins were reported breeding at Ladysmith Harbour, Vancouver Is., Aug. 26 (V. Johnston, fide Guiguet). They were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 27.

Thrushes.—Am. Robins were back at Comox the 
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end of November. A remarkable migration of Western Bluebirds was reported by Fryer in October; at least 750 passed along the edge of the foothills in lots of 50 or less. Some 25 years ago scattered pairs nested and a number migrated through Courtenay, B. C., but in general they are seldom seen now (TP). Varied Thrushes in numbers were at Victoria, Oct. 1 (CJG). Olive-backed Thrushes were gone by Sept. 2. Ten Western Bluebirds, Nov. 15, constitute the only flight (ARD). Olive-backed Thrushes were last seen at Blaine, July 29; Mountain Bluebirds (rare migrant), Aug. 23; 1 Townsend's Solitaire, Sept. 23, and Western Bluebirds, Sept. 26 (LHK). Olive-backed Thrushes were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 2 (VEC). 

Kinglets, Pipits.—Golden- and Ruby-crowned Kinglets returned to Victoria, Sept. 16 (ARD). Ruby-crowns were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 30, with the Golden-crowns, Oct. 29. There were 30 Water Pipits in the Cowichan area, B. C., Sept. 15 (CJG). The height of their migration at Victoria was on the same day, when 100± were seen (ARD). They stayed at Blaine longer than usual, from Sept. 17 to Sept. 29. A few had come to lower levels near Seattle, but many were still high on Mt. Rainier, Sept. 16 (VEC). 

Vireos, Warblers.—Two migrant Red-eyed Vireos at Comox, B. C., Aug. 24, were rare (TP). Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 9, with the Solitary, Sept. 22. Warblers were few in migration at Comox. The Orange-crowned was last seen, Sept. 22. Audubon's Warblers, which showed an increase in spring migration, were much below normal in autumn. Orange-crowned and Audubon's Warblers were going through Victoria, Sept. 9; Hutton's Vireos and Myrtle Warblers were last seen, Oct. 16. Yellow Warblers were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 19; Audubon's (1 imm.) and 1 Townsend's on Sept. 14. Yellow Warblers were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 1; Black-capped (Pileolated), Sept. 9; the Common Yellowthroat, Sept. 27; and the Orange-crowned, Oct. 7 (VEC).

Tanagers through Sparrows.—Western Tanagers were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 6; at Blaine, Aug. 30; and at Seattle, Sept. 28; where Black-headed Grosbeaks were last seen, Aug. 18. Am. Goldfinches had left Victoria, Sept. 19; and were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 30. Green-backed Goldfinches, which seem to wander north each year, arrived at Camas, Wash., east of Vancouver, by mid-August (AC & HF Roberts). Six Red Crossbills and 40 Savannah Sparrows were at Sheringham Pt., Sept. 21. Savannah Sparrows passed through Comox in goodly numbers, but other sparrows were few. Savannahs were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 25; and at Blaine, Oct. 8. Juncos were becoming plentiful at Victoria, Oct. 22. Golden-crowned Sparrows were moving south at Victoria, Aug. 27; Fox Sparrows returned, Sept. 29 (ARD). Banded Golden-crowns reappeared at Comox the end of October. This species was last seen at Seattle, Nov. 4. White-crowned Sparrows were last seen at Blaine, Oct. 4.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1951-52

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Although not unusually severe, the winter in both northern Idaho and western Montana was characterized by consistently cold weather and deep snow. At Moscow the first snow fell on Nov. 14 and intermittently thereafter until Dec. 4, when the first blizzard was experienced. After that date, the snow gradually increased in depth until by the latter part of the month, there was fully two feet on the ground. This condition remained unchanged until the last of January, when ten days of relatively mild weather exposed the bare ground for the first time in almost two months. The last half of February and early March brought more snow, and it was almost the end of March before the ground was finally bare again. Temperatures throughout this period were, with few exceptions, only moderately low, the minimum at night varying from 10° to 28°, the maximum in the daytime ranging from 30° to 42°. The only sub-zero temperatures were experienced on Dec. 23 (-1°), Dec. 24 (-7°), and Jan. 1 (-19°). Hand reported much the same weather at Missoula. He states "November was moderately cold and there was little change until about the 20th of December when temperatures dropped to sub-zero, with minimums of -19° and -20° during the holiday season. The last half of December also brought considerable snow with 25 inches being recorded in Missoula—a record for the month since records have been kept by the Weather Bureau. The cold continued for several days into January after which there was a moderate spell with some thawing weather in late January and early February. This was followed by colder, but not severe weather." In contrast to the past winter, birdlife throughout this region was unusually scarce, and little of outstanding interest was seen. Especially noticeable was the almost complete absence of the Fringillidae. In northern Idaho, no rosy finches, crossbills, Pine Grosbeaks, redpolls, or siskins were seen, and even such common resident species as the Evening Grosbeak and Am. Goldfinch were observed only infrequently, and in small numbers. At Missoula, Hand reported this same uneventful winter, his comment being that "the past winter has certainly been a poor one for bird observation."

Herons and Waterfowl.—A single Great Blue Heron seen on the Snake River at Lewiston on Dec. 28 was the only winter record for this species in northern Idaho. Mallards wintered in their usual numbers, approximately 200 being noted on Paradise Creek, west of Moscow, in late December and January (Burleigh). At Missoula, Mont., Mallards wintered as usual, but in smaller numbers than in previous years. A few Green-winged Teal were seen, as well as Am. Golden-eyes; and a few Am. Mergansers were noted regularly along the Clark Fork (Hand).

Hawks and Eagles.—In northern Idaho, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk, and Sparrow Hawk were as usual seen at infrequent intervals throughout the winter. The Pigeon Hawk was commoner than in previous years, and 2, possibly 3, wintered within the city limits of Moscow (Burleigh). At Missoula, Sharp-shinned Hawks were seen at intervals throughout the winter. Bald Eagles were reported as common on the Flathead River near Apgar in December, as many as 18 being noted at one time during the latter part of the salmon spawning season. At least one Pigeon Hawk wintered in Missoula, and an occasional Sparrow Hawk was also seen (Hand).

Coots.—In northern Idaho, a single bird wintered on the Snake River at Lewiston, while in western Montana a single bird was likewise noted on Flathead Lake on Feb. 29. The large flocks that usually winter on this lake were apparently discouraged by the ice that fringed the shoreline (Hand).

Shorebirds and Gulls.—A flock of 5 Killdeer wintered in the vicinity of Moscow, being seen on Para-disc Creek on Dec. 24, again on Jan. 6, and at infrequent intervals thereafter. Two Wilson's Snipe were likewise seen at this same spot in late December and January, and Hand reported a single bird at Missoula on Jan. 6. In northern Idaho, a Ring-billed Gull was present on the Snake River at Lewiston all of December, and Hand noted a single bird at Flathead Lake, in western Montana, on Feb. 29.

Doves through Woodpeckers.—Mourning Doves wintered in unusually large numbers in northern Idaho, flocks totaling approximately 80 birds being seen in late December and January at Lewiston. In contrast to the previous winter, Short-eared Owls were scarce and only infrequently noted in the open Palouse country (Burleigh). At Missoula, a single Long-eared Owl was seen Feb. 25 (Hand). Pygmy Owls were more numerous than usual, both in northern Idaho and western Montana. In the vicinity of Moscow, this little owl was observed at frequent intervals from Nov. 7 through Jan. 31, and at Missoula from Nov. 5 to Feb. 10. As is usually the case, a single Belted Kingfisher was observed on Paradise Creek, at Moscow, from time to time during the winter, and one bird also remained at Missoula. Red-shafted Flickers wintered in normal numbers through. out the region.

Larks through Creepers.—Horned Larks were present in usual numbers along the Snake River at Lewis. ton, but as in past years were not noted in the open Palouse Country of northern Idaho from the middle of October until early February. Specimens taken in late December and January were all typical of the breeding race merrilli (Burleigh). The Clarke's Nutcracker was noted regularly throughout the winter at Missoula, but in contrast to the past winter was not 
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seen at Moscow. Hand likewise reported that at Missoula, the Black-capped Chickadee was commonly observed, but that the Mountain Chickadee was not seen throughout the winter. He noted a single White-breasted Nuthatch on Feb. 3, and the Red-breasted Nuthatch and Brown Creeper up to Jan. 6, but none after that date. In northern Idaho the Red-breasted Nuthatch wintered in small numbers, but no Brown Creepers were seen after the latter part of December.

Thrushes through Warblers.—Robins were present in usual numbers at Moscow, and at Missoula, and the Townsend's Solitaire was seen at intervals throughout the winter both in northern Idaho and western Montana. Normally, a few Varied Thrushes winter with the robins at Moscow, but this year none were observed from Dec. 19 until Feb. 6, when the first spring transients appeared. Golden-crowned Kinglets were unusually scarce in western Montana, Hand reported, and the same situation prevailed in northern Idaho. On the other hand, a Ruby-crowned Kinglet seen at Clarkston, Wash., on Dec. 8, was the first actual winter record for this species for this area. Equally unexpected was the presence of a single Water Pipit at Lewiston on Dec. 21, this being the first time this species has been noted in northern Idaho during the winter months. Bohemian Waxwings were abundant much of the winter, both at Moscow and Missoula flocks comprising as many as 1,000 individuals being noted in December and January feeding on mountain ash berries. At Missoula, small flocks of Cedar Waxwings were frequently found associated with their larger relatives, but at Moscow, the only record for the winter months is that of a single bird seen on Jan. 5. Gray Shrikes were seen at Missoula at irregular intervals from Nov. 5 to Feb. 24, while at Moscow, this species was noticeably more plentiful than in previous winters, 3 or 4 being commonly observed in late December and January during a morning spent in the field. As in past years, the Audubon's Warbler wintered in small numbers along the Snake River at Lewiston, small flocks being seen there on Dec. 28, and again on Jan. 8.

Blackbirds.—Despite the two feet of snow that covered the ground in the open Palouse country, wintering flocks of Western Meadowlarks were noted at Potlatch (Dec. 12), Genesee (Dec. 21), and Weippe, Clearwater Co. (Jan. 12). At Lewiston, where there is rarely any snow, this species were common throughout the winter, numerous small flocks being observed. The Red-winged Blackbird is rarely seen in northern Idaho during the winter months, so of interest was a flock of 30 of these birds, all males, noted at Lewiston on Dec. 21. At Missoula, Mont., Hand reported small flocks present throughout January.

Finches and Sparrows.—In view of the extreme scarcity of finches and sparrows in northern Idaho, a record of unusual interest is that of a Savannah Sparrow seen at Lewiston on Dec. 28, the first time this species has been noted during the winter months. Gambel's White-crowned Sparrows, normally fairly common at Lewiston, were scarce and only infrequently seen. At Missoula, Evening Grosbeaks were irregularly common all winter, but the redpolls disappeared shortly after a flock of 30 had been noted on Nov. 4. Siskins and Am. Goldfinches were occasional until late November but not noted thereafter. Oregon Juncos were common to Dec. 1 and occasional until Jan. 6; then they too disappeared. Am. Tree Sparrows appeared in flocks of 10 to 50 on Nov. 11 and remained until mid-December, but thereafter only a few scattered individuals were noted.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


The Winter Season, 1951-52

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Winter came to the region early, and stayed long and cold. Throughout the region during the past winter there have been record or near record snow depths. By mid-January the snow peak in Utah averaged about 150 per cent of normal and by mid-March in some sections, had reached over 200 per cent of normal. Coupled with this snow depth was exceptionally cold weather which kept shallow water areas frozen. This undoubtedly is one of the hardest winters on record, and will undoubtedly affect birdlife adversely. Water birds were confined to spring heads and running water. A report from Hart Mountain Refuge in Lakeview, Oreg., indicated that the refuge had been snowed in for the first time in its existence from mid-December to April 1. Snow and frozen marshes in Cache Valley, Utah, started in November and still persist. Comparatively few birds remained in this valley or in Salt Lake Valley. A severe winter was reported from Cedarville, Calif., where 105 inches of snow fell and 2 to 3 ft. was on the ground (B. M. Hazeltine). In Casper, Wyo., more snow fell than during the winter of the Great Blizzard (1948-49). In Alamosa, Colo., the temperature was about normal but there was much more snow than usual (R. M. and Mrs. J. W. Armagast). A long and relatively severe winter was reported in Klamath Basin; winter birds were not there as usual, and spring migration very late (P. E. Steel). A note of worth this winter is the record of only 5 Evening Grosbeaks reported in the March issue of the Utah Audubon News. C. W. Lockerbie indicated that the Common Starling heads his list of land birds and that the Brewer Blackbirds are a close second.

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—Fifteen to 20 Pied-billed Grebes stayed at Bear River Refuge, Utah, throughout the winter and the earliest migrant was sighted by V. T. Wilson on March 9. Ten White 
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Pelicans arrived at Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Calif., on the west side of the region on March 22 (P. E. Steel). One Great Blue Heron was noted at Bear River Refuge on March 10, while Double-crested Cormorants were seen on March 16.

Swans and Geese.—Snow Geese (Lesser) were reported at the mouth of Jordan River, Utah, by Feb. 15 (C. W. Lockerbie) but not recorded until March 5 at the Bear River Refuge (VTW). By March 8 at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, there were an established 5,000 Snow Geese. About 190 Whistling Swan were counted on the Farmington Bay Refuge by Lockerbie. Ross's Geese were recorded by Z. Foster, Jan. 10. On the west side of the region at Tule Lake from the Deer Flat Refuge near Caldwell, Idaho, on National Wildlife Refuge among the wintering birds were 300 Canada Geese; on Feb. 1 White-fronted Geese numbering 150 arrived, followed on the 15th by 10 Cackling Geese (PES). From the same area E. Kridler reported at least 23,000 Snow Geese on March 2 and 5,000 Whistling Swans on Feb. 9.

Ducks.—Pintails had arrived at Bear River Refuge 1,300 strong by March 10 (VTW). Here, however, nearly all species were two weeks late in migration, apparently the result of the late arrival of spring. Farther south at the mouth of the Jordan River on the shore of Great Salt Lake, the open water channels were full of Pintails by mid-February according to George Cox, custodian of New State Gun Club. Am. Widgeon also arrived in the open waters in numbers of several thousand by the same date as the Pintails (CWL). An estimated 11,600 waterfowl were witnessed on Lake Lowell of the Deer Flat Refuge near Nampa, Idaho (Dart), where the lake was frozen over for a longer period this year than for many years. Waterfowl migrations into this area were late. Unusual wintering ducks were 2 Wood Ducks seen on Jan. 29 at Nampa (Dart) and 2 at Caldwell, Idaho, by Z. Foster on March 2. A report from Kridler recorded at least 200 Ruddy Ducks, as well as a good representation of the other species, wintering at Tule Lake, Calif.

Eagles, Cranes.—Bald Eagles were present in Utah during the entire winter. Only report so far of Sand-hill Cranes comes from R. M. and Mrs. J. W. Armagast at the Adams State College, Alamosa, Colo. Thirty cranes were seen in V-shaped flight on March 29.

Shorebirds and Gulls.—Early arrivals at Bear River Refuge were the Killdeer and Am. Avocet, noted first on March 5 (VTW); Greater Yellow-legs came in March 8. Ring-billed Gulls were 200 to 300 strong at the Farmington Bay Bird Refuge on the south shore of Great Salt Lake by Feb. 29; also present were Am. Avocets and 3 Greater Yellow-legs. Although no California Gulls were reported from Salt Lake Valley, 50 were recorded in Caldwell, Idaho, by Foster, on March 25.

Doves, Owls.—In the Nampa, Idaho, region 10 Band-tailed Pigeons and 6 Mourning Doves were observed on Dec. 31 by Mrs. H. E. Shaw. A Saw-whet Owl was recorded by Foster from Caldwell, Idaho, on Jan. 15.

Passerine Birds.—As in the Salt Lake area, the Common Starling around Nampa, Idaho, was one of the most numerous land birds; 500 were recorded by Mrs. Shaw from Nampa on Feb. 20, while Am. Crows were reported to number 2017 on March 15. Bohemian Waxwings were reported numerous from several localities, particularly around Salt Lake City where Lockerbie reported 2000 birds in one flock during February. From Casper, Wyo., Dr. O. K. Scott reported a large invasion of Bohemian Waxwings (500) eating buffalo-berries, Russian Olive and any and all available foods. Red-winged Blackbirds were coming into the south end of Salt Lake by Feb. 24 in large numbers (CWL). Four Sage Sparrows were seen on March 9 in the same locality. Shufeldt's Junco was reported abundant from Zion National Park during the winter by L. F. Allen. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were reported in numbers of approximately 75 in a mixed flock on Jan. 20 by H. Higgins near Salt Lake City. Reports from D. Watson at Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado indicate large flocks of the Gray-crowned, Black, and Brown-capped Rosy Finches to be present during February and early March.—JESSOP B. LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.


The Winter Season, 1951-52

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The season was generally cool, but open. Precipitation was below normal. There was no heavy fall of snow, but several periods of gusty winds occurred. Most permanent and winter residents were about normal. Illness and absence of observers have restricted the coverage.

Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were scarce at Comox, B. C. A goodly number of Pacific Loons were after herring, Dec. 12. Western and Red-necked Grebes were scarce; Horned Grebes were fairly common during the early part of the season (Theed Pearse). Western Grebes, last seen at Blaine, Wash., Dec. 29, left early (Lucile H. Kline). Pelagic Cormorants (200±) were at Victoria, B. C., Dec. 17 (J. O. Clay). No Great Blue Herons were seen in their regular places at Comox.

Geese, Ducks.—Canada Geese (25) were first seen at Blaine, Feb. 3; 2 flocks flew over, Feb. 5 and 6. Black Brant wintered north of Seattle, Wash., in large flocks, and came around Seattle the last of the period (Violet E. Cannon). They were not so plentiful as usual at Blaine, and were last seen, March 27 (LHK). At Comox, during March, Brant were the lowest in numbers they have been for years. The largest flocks were only a little over 100. Hunting pressure and use of decoys was blamed (TP). Thousands of Snow Geese wintered north of Seattle (VEC). At Victoria, Am. Widgeon were the most plentiful ducks, with 2,900 counted on Dec. 17. Mallards were next, with 1,085 on Dec. 17 (JOC, ARD). At Comox, Mallards seemed to maintain their numbers, but Am. Widgeons were low. A flock of 25 Green-winged Teal, Jan. 9, was late. Am. Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads seemed about average, and were moving north at the end of the period. Old-squaws showed up well (TP). Uncountable numbers of Greater Scaup were at Blaine from Feb. 19 to March 22 (LHK).

Shorebirds and Gulls.—There were thousands of Black Turnstones near Anacortes, Skagit Co., Wash., in January, and thousands of Red-backed Sandpipers from January to March (VEC). The latter covered the tide flats for 4 miles at Blaine, Dec. 29 (LHK). Two Hudsonian Curlews were at Victoria the first 3 weeks in December. Gulls at Comox were about normal; the Short-billed were in hundreds at nearby Qualicum (TP); and the California was reported, March 20 (H. M. Laing). Six Bonaparte's Gulls were at Victoria, Dec. 17 (JOC). Short-bills (1,500±) were at Blaine, March 28.

Pigeons, Owls, Woodpeckers.—A flock of about 200 Band-tailed Pigeons was in the vicinity of 
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Bellevue during the period (W. H. Ransom). Owls were numerous around Seattle (VEC); none at Victoria (ARD); and still scarce at Comox (TP). A Yellow-shafted Flicker spent the winter at a food station in Seattle, in the company of a Red-shafted and a hybrid (VEC). One Yellow-shafted was around Blaine all winter (LHK).

Larks, Crows and Jays.—Horned Larks (6) were first seen at Blaine, Wash., March 4. The numbers of Am. Crows remained constant at Victoria, B. C., with about 100 in the Cadboro district (ARD). Crows were fewer than usual at Comox, B. C., where there were no Steller's Jays. Bushtits showed a steady increase at Victoria.

Thrushes, Pipits.—Small land birds seemed to be very few at Comox. A few Am. Robins appeared in mid-December, but at the last of the period only an odd bird was seen, whereas they should be abundant. Townsend's Solitaires (2-3, unusual in winter) were reported the first part of January (TP). There was a movement of Am. Robins at Blaine, Jan. 12 (100±), and another, March 2 (150±). Townsend's Solitaires seemed to be spreading. A few were noted at Blaine from Jan. 27 to March 27; and a few wintered at Victoria. Western Bluebirds were seen on Vashon Island, lower Puget Sound, Feb. 13 and 23 (VEC); at Blaine, March 20 and 23; and a few wintered at Victoria as usual. About 100 Water Pipits wintered in a large field at Victoria (ARD).

Waxwings, Starlings.—About 50 Bohemian Waxwings (irregular) wintered in the area around Seattle. A flock of at least 200 Cedar Waxwings was noted east of Lake Washington, March 20 (VEC). Eight of the latter at Blaine, Dec. 20, were the last seen to the end of the period. The infiltration of the Common Starling continued. A flock of 11 or 12 was seen on a golf course at Medina, Wash., Jan. 13, travelling rapidly from field to field (H. W. Beecher, Jr., fide Garret Eddy). Three starlings were noted at Victoria, Dec. 9 and Dec. 17 (ARD). Pearse reported they came to his garden at Comox for the first time on Dec. 21, and that there were rumors of other occurrences.

Finches and Sparrows.—About 50 House Finches, comparative newcomers to the area, stayed at Victoria, B. C., all winter, where they were fed systematically (ARD). At Blaine, 47 redpolls (uncommon) were counted, Jan. 16 (LHK). Red Crossbills were very scarce at Victoria. Five Savannah Sparrows (uncommon in winter) were seen there, Jan. 6 (ARD). Three of 6 Golden-crowned Sparrow, banded at Comox last year, were trapped again (TP).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1952

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho and eastern Washing- ton, there were indications of an early spring during the first part of February, the weather being clear then, with maximum temperatures varying from 44° to 49°. The effect on the spring migration was easily noticeable, such species as the Killdeer, the Mountain Bluebird, and the Red-winged Blackbird appearing earlier than during any previous year. After the middle of February, however, the weather was characterized by cloudy days, with frequent snow flurries and sleet, and much lower temperatures. For almost two weeks, the maximum temperature rarely went above 36°, with a minimum of 16° on Feb. 22. This resulted in almost no movement as far as spring transients were concerned, and it was almost the middle of March before conditions became normal again and there was any evidence of spring migration. April and May were largely clear, with little precipitation, and temperatures those to be expected at this time of the year. On April 24, a maximum of 84° was recorded; but otherwise, maximum temperatures remained in the upper sixties and lower seventies. During these two months, spring transients appeared at more or less their usual time, there being only a few instances of early or late arrivals. Possibly because of the effect of the clear weather, species breeding farther north were noted in rather small numbers. No Lincoln's Sparrows were seen, and but a very few Black-capped Warblers. In western Montana, Hand reports "nothing unusual about the spring migration period of 1952. March was a little colder than normal, with less than the usual precipitation, but very little sunshine. April was very warm and dry; May was more nearly normal but with a trifle less than the usual amount of precipitation. Most migrants appeared about as usual with comparatively few instances of either early or late appearance." Unless otherwise specified, all Idaho and eastern Washington records were personally taken, while those from western Montana were supplied by R. L. Hand.

Grebes through Waterfowl.—The Eared Grebe, rarely observed in the Palouse country of northern Idaho, was noted at Moscow on May 2, 4 birds resting quietly in the middle of a large pond. In western Montana, the Red-necked Grebe was noted in pairs at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, April 17 and 20, and May 11 and 17; and the Western Grebe was common at Ninepipe, April 20 to May 17. At Moscow, the Whistling Swan was observed but once, a single bird on April 23, while farther north in the State, between Clark's Fork and Hope, Idaho, two small flocks were seen, April 17 (Hand). The Snow Goose, rare at Moscow, was noted on a pond three miles north of the city (5 birds), April 23-27. At Missoula, the first flock was seen on April 3. Arrival dates for ducks in western Montana were much as usual, and were as follows: Mallard, March 2; Pintail, March 16; Green-winged Teal, April 6; Blue-winged Teal, May 11; Cinnamon Teal, May 11; Gad-wall, April 20; Am. Widgeon, March 16; Shoveller, April 17; Wood Duck, April 13; Redhead, April 17; Canvas-back, April 17; Lesser Scaup, April 17; Buffle-head, March 18; Ruddy Duck, May 11; Hooded Merganser, March 24. In northern Idaho, the Blue-winged Teal was first seen, May 2; the Shoveller, April 3; the Wood Duck, April 20; the Redhead, April 21; the Buffle-head, April 8; the Ruddy Duck, May 12. The Ring-necked Duck, rare in Idaho, was noted at Myrtle, Nez Perce Co., on March 18, a pair being seen on the Clearwater River (Hand).

Vultures through Coots.—In western Montana, the first Turkey Vulture appeared on April 6. A moderate movement of Sharp-shinned Hawks was noted there between April 14 and May 20, while in northern Idaho only an occasional bird was recorded during this interval. The last wintering Rough-legged Hawk was noted near Missoula, March 20, and the first Osprey (at Ninepipe Reservoir), May 11. The last wintering Pigeon Hawk was seen at Missoula on March 23, and at Moscow, March 7. A single Sora Rail, uncommon in northern Idaho, was noted, May 2, at Moscow. The Am. Coot did not winter in usual numbers in western Montana, but on April 17 was found to be abundant on Ninepipe Reservoir.

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—The lack of suitable habitat in the spring resulted as heretofore in the appearance of relatively few shorebirds in either western Montana or northern Idaho. Those noted were: Killdeer, first spring transients at Moscow, Feb. 8, and at Missoula, March 9; Wilson's Snipe, first spring transient flushed at Potlatch, March 26; Spotted Sandpiper, first observed at Lewiston, April 28 (early), and at Missoula, May 9; Solitary Sandpiper (always an uncommon transient), seen at Moscow on April 25, and May 1 and 7; Greater Yellow-legs, small flocks seen at Moscow, April 20, 21, and 25, and May 7; Wilson's Phalarope, first arrivals noted at Moscow, April 25 (early), and in western Montana (Ninepipe Reservoir), May 11. The Ring-billed Gull is rarely observed in northern Idaho in the spring, so of interest was a single bird that appeared on a large pond north of Moscow on May 12. A Bonaparte's Gull, rare in Montana, was seen on the Nine-pipe Reservoir, May 11. At this same spot the Forster's Tern was observed on May 11, and the Black Tern, May 17. At Moscow, the Black Tern was recorded but once for the spring migration, 2 birds being seen on May 13.

Doves, Owls, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—The first Mourning Dove appeared in western Montana (Jefferson River) on May 1, and at Moscow (where it infrequently winters), April 27. The Long-eared Owl, noticeably scarcer in the past year or two, was observed for the first time this spring at Pullman, Wash., on March 23. A Short-eared Owl (uncommon at Missoula) was seen there on May 17. In northern Idaho, the first Vaux's Swifts (2 birds) were seen at McCall, Adams Co., on May 5; at 
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Missoula this species appeared on May 10. At Moscow, hummingbirds were unusually scarce, only a few individuals being noted and these well after the middle of May, although ordinarily late April and early May finds many of these minute birds feeding in the cherry trees that are in full bloom then. In western Montana, apparently the same conditions prevailed, the Rufous Hummingbird being noted for the first time at Missoula on May 28, and the Calliope Hummingbird on May 18.

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers and Swallows.—The two species of woodpeckers that are not resident in this region were, on the other hand, a little early in their appearance, the Lewis's Woodpecker being first seen at Moscow on May 1, and at Missoula on May 10, and the Red-naped Sapsucker at Moscow on April 7, and at Missoula on April 6. The flycatchers appeared more or less at their usual time, and were noted as follows: Eastern Kingbird, Moscow, May 16, Missoula, May 28; Western Kingbird, Lewiston, April 24, Missoula, May 11; Say's Phoebe, Clarkston, Wash., March 8; Traill's Flycatcher, Missoula, May 30; Hammond's (or Wright's) Flycatcher, Moscow, May 8; Missoula, May 18; Western Wood Pewee, Potlatch, May 19, Missoula, May 28; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Missoula, May 31. A comparison of these arrival dates would seem to indicate that the flycatchers reach western Montana much later than they do northern Idaho, and this same tendency is shown by the swallows, as the following dates of arrival clearly show: Violet-green Swallow, Moscow, April 4, Perma, Mont., April 17; Tree Swallow, Lewiston, April 1, Missoula, April 6; Bank Swallow, Lewiston, April 28; Rough-winged Swallow, Lewiston, April 19, Missoula, May 28; Barn Swallow, Lewiston, April 28, Ninepipe Reservoir, May 11; Cliff Swallow, Lewiston, April 19, Ravalli, Mont., May 17.

Crows, Wrens, Thrushes.—The Am. Crow, strangely absent as a breeding bird in the Palouse country of northern Idaho, was noted but once as a spring transient, 2 birds being seen, April 1, at Lewiston. In western Montana, this species appeared at Kalispell, Feb. 29, and at Missoula, March 16. That the Winter Wren is, to some extent at least, migratory in northern Idaho was indicated by a bird seen at Moscow, where it does not breed, on March 26. The House Wren appeared there on April 26, and at Missoula on May 28. The Varied Thrush again had the distinction of being the first spring transient to appear at Moscow, a male being noted there on Feb. 6, and scattered small flocks shortly thereafter. At Missoula, it was first noted on March 8. The Hermit Thrush reached Moscow earlier than usual this year, and was more abundant than in previous years, being seen at frequent intervals from April 23 through May 17. At Missoula, this thrush was first observed on May 18. Arrival dates for the two breeding species of Hylocichla were: Olive-backed Thrush, Moscow, May 17 (early), Missoula, May 28; Veery, (Willow Thrush), Moscow, May 13, Missoula, May 24. The Mountain Bluebird, apparently influenced by the mild weather, was seen at Pullman, Wash. (a male), on the exceptionally early date of Feb. 9. It was not, however, until March 6 that this species was again recorded, this time at Moscow; not until March 13 was it finally plentiful in the open Palouse country. In previous years, it has always been fairly plentiful by the first week in March. At Missoula, the first bird was not noted until March 23.

Kinglets through Shrikes.—The Ruby-crowned Kinglet arrived at the usual time, at Moscow on April 4, and at Missoula, April 11, but was noticeably scarcer than in past years. The Water Pipit, always a scarce spring transient in northern Idaho, was seen there in small numbers from April 24 through April 28. The Bohemian Waxwing was later than usual in leaving this spring, being last seen at Moscow on March 18, and at Missoula on March 23. The same was true of the Gray Shrike, a single bird seen at Genesee, Idaho, on April 6 being the latest this species has ever been observed in the spring. The Loggerhead Shrike, rarely noted at any time in northern Idaho, was seen twice, at Moscow on May 11 and at Potlatch on May 13.

Vireos and Warblers.—Vireos and Warblers appeared at their usual time, and were seen in normal numbers throughout their period of migration. Arrival dates are: Solitary Vireo, Moscow, May 8; Red-eyed Vireo, Missoula, May 19; Warbling Vireo, Moscow, May 11; Missoula, May 18; Orange-crowned Warbler, Moscow, April 27; Missoula, May 18; Nashville Warbler, Moscow, April 25; Missoula, May 4; Yellow Warbler, Potlatch, Idaho, May 4; Missoula, May 12; Audubon's Warbler, Moscow, April 12; Missoula, April 27; Townsend's Warbler, Moscow, May 1; Northern Water-thrush, St. Maries, Idaho, May 24; Missoula, May 28; Macgillivray's Warbler, Lewiston, Idaho, May 10; Missoula, May 18; Common Yellow-throat, Moscow, May 18; Missoula, May 10; Yellow-breasted Chat, Lewiston, May 10 (early) ; Black-capped Warbler (Pileolated), Moscow, May 20; Missoula, May 18; Am. Redstart, Moscow, May 19, Missoula, May 19.

Blackbirds and Orioles.—Although it nests farther north in the state, the Bobolink was again unrecorded in the open Palouse country of Idaho (ideal habitat) throughout the spring. At Missoula, it appeared on May 28. The same was true of the Yellow-headed Blackbird, which was first noted in western Montana (Whitehall) on May 1. This would suggest a migration route from east of the Rocky Mountains that follows a line running approximately northwest from its point of origin, thereby excluding the larger part of Idaho where such breeding birds as these are concerned. No Red-winged Blackbirds were noted in northern Idaho (north of Lewiston) throughout the winter months, the first early transients (males) appearing at Genesee on Feb. 13. In western Montana, where flocks consisting wholly of males were seen during the winter, the first females appeared at Missoula, April 6. The Bullock's Oriole arrived in northern Idaho a little early this year, 3 males being seen at Lewiston, May 10. At Missoula, it was first noted on May 18. The Brewer's Blackbird was first seen in northern Idaho (Genesee), April 1, and in western Montana (Dixon), April 17. The Brown-headed Cowbird was as usual late in putting in its appearance, being first observed at Moscow on May
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11, and at Missoula on May 21.

Finches and Sparrows.—There was little worthy of comment where the northward movement of the sparrows and finches was concerned. Arrival dates, normal in most respects, were as follows: Black-headed Grosbeak, Potlatch, Idaho, May 19; Missoula, May 14 (a little early) ; Lazuli Bunting, Lewiston, May 10; Missoula, May 18; Cassin's Finch, Moscow, April 8; Missoula, April 10; Spotted Towhee, Moscow, March 21; Perma, Mont., April 17; Savannah Sparrow, Moscow, April 4; Vesper Sparrow, Headquarters, Idaho, April 10, Missoula, April 26; Lark Sparrow, Lewiston, April 28 (early) ; Missoula, May 14; Chipping Sparrow, Moscow, April 16; Missoula, April 26; Fox Sparrow, Moscow, March 31. The White-crowned (Gambel's) Sparrow, largely a transient in this region, was seen at Moscow from April 20 through May 16, and at Missoula from April 27 through May 7. At Missoula, the last Am. Tree Sparrow was noted on March 16. In northern Idaho, where this species is extremely scarce in the spring, single birds were seen on March 29 at Headquarters and at Weippe, in Clearwater County.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


Spring Migration, 1952

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—As previously reported the past winter in the region was severe, long-lasting and accompanied by record snowfall in many areas. Spring was late in Utah resulting in a 7 to 10-day delay in spring migration. Sudden warm spells in late April and May resulted in severe floods. Otherwise weather was about normal. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported heavy snow and wintery weather in March followed by a warm dry April and a cool wet month of May at Casper, Wyo. Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Armagast reported an early mild spring in the vicinity of Alamosa, Colo. This resulted in a 1 to 2 week advance of the normal spring migration. Although not within the period covered, Eugene Kridler reported an inch of snow at Lava Beds National Monument in Northern California on June 10. Our report for the previous period covered some of the early migrants but interesting observations dating back into this period and not included in the report are mentioned herein. This report in the main, however, covers the later migrants and early nesting data. The heavy floods in Utah in May considerably increased nesting loss (through flooding) to some of the early waterfowl on affected areas.

Grebes and Pelicans.—Four species of grebes—Horned, Eared, Pied-billed and Western—were reported from Tule Lake and Lower Klamath Refuges in California and Oregon (P. E. Steel). The Eared Grebe reached a peak population of 15,000 on April ~~. An increase in migrating White Pelicans in central Wyoming was noted by O. K. Scott. A maximum population of 2,500 White Pelicans was observed at Tule Lake and Lower Klamath Refuges, April 10 (PES). Nesting of White Pelicans in Utah appears normal and in the usual numbers.

Cormorants, Herons and Ibises.—A peak concentration of 1500 Double-crested Cormorants was recorded in the Tule Lake area (PES). Don Watson at Mesa Verde National Park, Colo., reported a Snowy Egret (Brewster's) on May 3, and L. F. Allen recorded the same species at Zion National Park, Utah, April 22. Z. H. Foster noted 2 Great Blue Herons near Caldwell, Idaho, on June 1. White-faced Ibises were noted on April 6 at Farmington Bay, Utah (C. W. Lockerbie) and on April 7 at Bear River Refuge, Utah (V. T. Wilson). The rare Green Heron was reported on May 15 from Tule Lake, Calif. (PES).

Swans and Geese.—Final departure dates for Whistling Swan were reported as follows: B.R.R., April 29 (VTW); Tule Lake, May 31 (PES); and Nampa, Idaho, April 15 (F. S. Dart). Similarly, last observation dates for Snow Geese (Lesser) were: April 12, Deer Flat Refuge (FSD); April 29, B.R.R. (VTW), and May 31, TLR (PES). The Cackling Canada Goose migration reached a peak of 10,000 at Tule Lake and dwindled to 2 by May 31. On this same area White-fronted Geese were largely gone by May 31 also. The first broods of young Canada geese were observed, May 6, at Bear River Refuge. This is at least two weeks later than normal. On May 26, 256 broods were counted and the hatch reported as excellent from this area (VTW). This is down 81 broods, however, from last year's count on May 24. The Snake River in Idaho showed an increased nesting population of Canada Geese but total production was probably off 20 to 25% due to nest destruction by spring floods (FSD). A rare Emperor Goose was recorded on April 18 by P. E. Steel at Tule Lake.

Ducks.—Waterfowl migrations were noted as 2 to 3 weeks late in Idaho and down 10 to 20% on all species except Shovellers which were up about 20% (FSD). Tule Lake and Lower Klamath Refuges received good migrations with increases in most species particularly Shovellers and Green-winged Teal. Ring-necked Ducks, Canvas-backs, Am. Golden-eyes, and Buffle-heads had all departed by the end of May—the golden-eyes and Ring-necks leaving somewhat earlier than the others on April 30 and May 10 respectively (PES). An increase in Cinnamon Teal was noted by Scott in the vicinity of Casper, Wyo., and conversely a scarcity of Canvas-backs in the same area. Population peaks for some important species at B.R.R. were reported on March 27 as follows: Pintail, 48,500; Green-winged Teal, 12,200; Canvas-back, 4,400; and Lesser Scaup, 1150 (VTW). In the western part of the Region, P. Steel lists concentration peaks of: 160,000 Pintails, March 16; 60,000 Green-winged Teal, April 6; 45,000 Shovellers, April 20;
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25,000 Mallards, April 6; 20,000 Lesser Scaup, April 6; and 12,000 Cinnamon Teal, April 20. A White-winged Scoter was observed by Mrs. H. E. Shaw near Nampa, Idaho, May 6.

Vultures and Hawks.—As previously reported Bald Eagles wintered in Utah in considerable numbers. These wintering concentrations largely disappeared by April 1. Turkey Vultures were recorded at Ogden Bay, Utah (N. F. Nelson) May 15 and Mesa Verde, Colo. (D. Watson) March 2. A Pigeon Hawk was also listed from the latter source and area on May 3. Swainson's Hawks were first witnessed at Tule Lake on April 13 (PES) and a group of 11 of this species, apparently in migration, was observed by H. Higgins near Soda Springs, Idaho, April 21.

Cranes and Coots.—Reports from three different states listed Sandhill Cranes. P. Steel recorded 8 on Feb. 28 at Tule Lake, R. M. and Mrs. Armagast reported a flock of approximately 75 near Alamosa, Colo., the first week in April and 11 near Soda Springs, Idaho, April 21 (HH). A scarcity of Am. Coot was noted in the vicinity of Alamosa, Colo. (RMA).

Shorebirds and Gulls.—The Northern Phalarope migration passed through the Tule Lake area between May 4 and 16. Sanderlings, a rare species in this area, were observed on May 6 and 16 (PES). V. Wilson, B.R.R., reported arrivals of: Black-billed Plover, May 2; Wilson's Snipe, April 21; Long-billed Curlew, March 30; Solitary Sandpiper, April 11; Willet, April 11; and Lesser Yellow-legs, April 7. He also observed a Snowy Plover on April 27. C. W. Lockerbie also noted this species on April 20, somewhat south of Bear River. California Gulls arrived on Feb. 28 at Ogden Bay, Utah, and the Franklin's Gulls, April 1 (NFN). Forster's and Black Terns were observed at Farmington Bay, Utah, May 4, and the Caspian Tern in Millard Co., Utah, April 20 (CWL). Steel gives an arrival date of April 12 for the Bonaparte's Gull in the Tule Lake area.

Doves.—Mourning Doves were first reported on April 13 at Farmington Bay (CWL) and April 14 at Ogden Bay, Utah (NFN). Arrival dates for this species at Mesa Verde, Colo., and Nampa, Idaho (Mrs. HES) were April 16 and May 6 respectively.

Owls and Woodpeckers.—Burrowing Owls were reported from southern Utah, April 19 (CWL), and on April 27 at Nampa, Idaho (Mrs. HES). Wintering Red-shafted Flickers had departed from the Tule Lake area by April 17 (PES) and were first observed on April 4 in Idaho (Mrs. HES).

Passerine Birds.—Arrival date reports for passerine birds were so numerous that only a few typical examples will be included herein. Kridler reported a Sprague's Pipit, April 30, at Lava Beds Nat'l Monument, Calif. Bohemian Waxwings, which were so plentiful during the past winter, were reported as leaving Casper, Wyo., about April 5 (OKS). An Oven-bird on May 18 and an increase in Common Starlings were noted from the same area. Yellow-headed blackbirds arrived at Ogden Bay, Utah, April 2 (NFN). Arrival dates for some of the sparrows were: Lark Sparrow, May 15; Chipping Sparrow, May 22; Brewer's Sparrow, April 26; Fox Sparrow, April 3—all at Tule Lake (PES) ; Vesper Sparrow, April 6; Lark Sparrow, April 6; Desert Sparrow, May 17, from southern Utah (CWL) ; and Vesper and Chipping Sparrows at Mesa Verde, Colo., April 14 (DW). An unusual report of a Sage Sparrow near Alamosa, Colo., was received from the Armagasts. This bird was about 75 miles east of the Continental Divide, considerably beyond its normal range.—JESSOP B. LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.


Spring Migration, 1952

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The season was generally normal, except for a deficiency of precipitation. Although nights were cool, vegetation was advanced from two to three weeks. Tom McAllister of the Oregon State Game Commission has agreed to report for that part of the region. It is gratifying to have information from that area again. 

Loons through Herons.—There was a general absence of migrating loons at Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C. On May 29, 20± Arctic Loons were observed (Theed Pearse). The last Arctic Loons were at Victoria, May 16 (A. R. Davidson, J. O. Clay). Western Grebes were last seen at Blaine, May 3; the Horned, April 28 (Lucile H. Kline). Large numbers of Western Grebes were at Comox, April 22. There were very few Great Blue Herons; they have not picked up since the winter of 1950. They were first seen at Blaine, April 5; 10 had arrived by May 27.

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Five Whistling Swans were seen at Blaine, May 15. Black Brant were there (800±), April 14, and were last seen (51), May 3. A number of migrating geese, reported at Comox the first week in April were probably canadensis (Heinrich, fide Pearce). A pair of White-fronted Geese was seen there, May 18; a Snow and a Canada Goose (Cackling) remained with domestic geese. Three European Widgeon, which wintered at Seattle, left by April 20 (Violet E. Cannon). Two Am. Widgeon at Blaine, April 6, were the first seen by Mrs. Kline since 1947. Pintails were last seen there, April 17; Lesser Scaup, April 28; Greater Scaup (33), May 1; Am. Golden-eyes, May 27. Buffleheads, Harlequin Ducks, and Red-breasted Mergansers were last seen at Deception Pass, Whidbey Is., April 22 (LHK). A Cinnamon Teal, uncommon at Comox, and Blue-winged Teal, were reported, May 5 (Fryer, Pearse). A pair of Greater Scaup, May 31, was unusually late. A flock of Red-breasted Mergansers of both sexes was noted at Comox, May 20, and a flock of 15 Hooded Mergansers, May 31.

Vultures and Hawks.—No Turkey Vultures were noticed in migration at Comox; 1 was seen, May 24. Other species of hawks were rare. There was a migration of Cooper's Hawks early in May. Sparrow Hawks were more numerous in April, but sank to their usually low numbers by the end of May (Fryer, Pearse). Turkey Vultures were noted at Victoria, May 16; Sharp-shinned and Sparrow Hawks, April 22; a Bald Eagle, April 28; and a Red-tailed Hawk, May 1 (ARD, JOC). A Bald Eagle was around Blaine, April 2; and 2 Sparrow Hawks, April 8.

Cranes through Gulls.—Cranes (presumably the Sandhill) were reported going over Comox in some numbers the end of March, and again (a few) the second week in April (Heinrich, fide Pearse). At Blaine, Wilson's Snipe were last seen, April 28; Hudsonian Curlews from April 18 to May 15; Greater Yellow-legs from April 7 to May 1; Least Sandpipers from April 29 (77) to May 6, with the peak (500±), May 1 (LHK). Long-billed Dowitchers, Least, Red-backed and Western Sandpipers were last seen at Victoria, April 29. Short-billed Gulls were last seen at Blaine, April 20, and Bonaparte's, April 22. A large mixed flock of gulls, probably all Glaucous-wings and California, both adults and juveniles, was at Comox in May. Most had left, with the food, by the end of the month. There were very few Bonaparte's Gulls on migration (TP).

Doves through Woodpeckers.—A Mourning Dove was noted at Seattle, May 14 (VEC). Band-tailed Pigeons were first noted at Blaine, May 8; 29 were seen, May 24. They were at Victoria, April 20. There were very few at Comox. The first Rufous Hummingbird was reported at Seattle, March 16 (VEC). They were at Blaine, April 3; and at Victoria, April 5. Never very plentiful at Comox, they were fewer in numbers than Pearse had ever known, and no swifts 
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had been seen so far. Black Swifts arrived at Bellevue, east side of Lake Washington, May 20; the Vaux's, May 25 (Walter Hagenstein). Lewis's Woodpeckers were at Bellevue, May 10; at Victoria, May 4. One Red-naped Sapsucker (rare) was migrating at Issaquah, King Co., Wash., May 25.

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Traill's Flycatcher was first reported at Seattle, May 4; the Western and Olive-sided, May 12, with the Western Wood Pewee on May 20 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers arrived at Bellevue, May 10, and the Traill's, May 13. Traill's and Olive-sided Flycatchers arrived at Blaine, May 25. The Western was first noted at Victoria, April 21, while the Olive-sided was a month later, May 22. Flycatchers continued to decrease at Comox. Violet-green Swallows were reported in the Seattle area, April 1; Tree Swallows, April 18 (RMB). At Bellevue, Barn and Cliff Swallows arrived, April 19, with the Rough-winged, May 20, and Purple Martins, April 15 (WH). The first Violet-green Swallows were at Blaine, March 15; Cliff Swallows, April 4; and Barn Swallows, April 21. At Victoria, the first Violet-green Swallow was noted, March 21; Barn Swallows, April 25; and Rough-winged, May 4. Swallows, especially the Barn, were below normal at Comox.

Chickadees through Wrens.—Chestnut-backed Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches showed some increase at Comox, although Bewick's Wrens were missing from many usual places. House Wrens came to Victoria, April 22, and to Blaine, May 16. The last Winter Wrens at Blaine were 5 singing males on April 20.

Thrushes.—Varied Thrushes were last seen at Blaine, May 17. Hermit Thrushes were around Seattle from April 7 to May 1; the Olive-backed returned, May 11 (RMB). The latter was first noted at Bellevue, May 22; at Blaine, May 10; at Victoria, April 18. They were even fewer than last year at Comox. Two Mountain Bluebirds were seen at Blaine, April 1.

Kinglets through Warblers.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were last seen at Seattle, May 14; 48 were migrating at Blaine, April 4, and were last seen, April 17. A large flock was at Deception Pass State Park, April 22 (LHK). The migration at Comox was very light, and Water Pipits hardly showed up at all (TP). The latter came to Victoria, April 13. A report of 2,000± Common Starlings north of Salem, Oreg., last winter has just been received (Tom McAllister). The Warbling Vireo showed up at Seattle, May 9 (RMB). The Solitary Vireo was first seen at Bellevue, May 10, and the Warbling on May 11. Both came to Victoria, April 13. The Solitary Vireo has decreased the last 2 to 3 years at Comox. Once a common bird, it is seldom heard now. The first Orange-crowned Warbler was noted at Seattle, April 6; at Bellevue, April 19; at Blaine, April 5; and at Victoria, April 2. Yellow Warblers came to Bellevue, May 10; to Blaine, May 6, where 7 singing males were seen, May 10; and to Victoria, April 29. The Myrtle Warbler was first seen at Victoria, April 11. The peak of the warbler migration at Seattle occurred from May 12 to 18 (RMB). Audubon's Warbler was first seen, May 11, the Black-throated Gray, May 12. Townsend's were in the area from May 9 to May 12. Audubon's Warbler was first seen at Blaine, April 3. Black-capped Warblers, first seen at Seattle, May 2, seemed to be more plentiful than last year; Macgillivray's were first noted, May 3. Townsend's Warblers arrived at Victoria, April 18, the Black-capped, May 2; and Macgillivray's, May 25. The Common Yellowthroat was at Bellevue, April 19, and the Black-throated Gray, May 10. At Comox, Orange-crowned and Audubon's Warbler's were about normal; the Yellow and Black-capped were above average; Macgillivray's were few; and the Common Yellowthroat was absent from most regular haunts.

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—There were 100± Red-winged Blackbirds at Blaine, March 21. Western Meadowlarks were down in numbers at Comox. Western Tanagers, first seen at Seattle, May 13, seemed to be more plentiful than last year (RMB). They came to Bellevue, May 10, and to Blaine, May 26. Although reported migrating in goodly numbers at Comox, they were few at the end of the period.

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were first heard at Bellevue, May 10, and at Victoria, May 16. A pair of Lazuli Buntings was seen at Woodland, Clark Co., Wash., June 1 (RMB), and this species was noted at Bellevue, April 30 (rare). Purple Finches (100±) were seen at Blaine, March 29. The first Am. Goldfinches were seen there, April 4, with 67 on April 29. They were at Victoria on April 22; they showed up well in migration at Comox, and were normal. The House Finch, a comparative newcomer to western Oregon, is now well established all along the coast line, birds being noted from the California border to Lincoln Co., May 3 (TMcA). Also rare west of the Cascade Mts. in Washington, they were in the Puyallup Valley, May 11 (VEC).

Sparrows.—The sparrow migration was well under way in the Seattle area by April 27; Savannah Sparrows were first seen, April 7. Baird's (a first for Seattle) was reported, May 3, by members of the Seattle Audubon Society (fide VEC). Savannah Sparrows arrived at Bellevue, April 19. At Blaine they were seen, March 11, with the Aleutian going through from May 6 (41) to May 16. At Victoria Savannahs (ssp.) were noted, April 10, brooksi on April 23. The sparrow migration at Comox was patchy, and in no great numbers. Chipping Sparrows were slightly more plentiful (TP). Chipping Sparrows were at Bellevue, April 24; at Blaine, April 12; and at Victoria, April 5. Two White-crowned Sparrows of the eastern form were at a food station at Seattle for the first two weeks in May, with a flock of Gambel's and Golden-crowns. All were singing, and identification was based on that (VEC). Summering White-crowns were first noted at Seattle, April 3; and at Bellevue, April 30, where Golden-crowns were seen, April 19. White-crowned Sparrows arrived at Blaine, April 4; and at Victoria, April 1. Gambel's White-crowned Sparrows were seen at Blaine from April 20 to 24; the Golden-crowned from April 25 to May 6. Golden-crowns were at Victoria, May 16. Their migration at Comox was good; 
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the banded birds that wintered left before the main flight arrived. Lincoln's Sparrows were passing through Seattle from April 22 to May 4.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1952

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho, weather conditions during the spring and early summer were normal in every respect. May was relatively cool, maximum temperatures for the first two weeks varying from 53° to 66°, and for the latter half of the month from 62° to 76°. Rainfall was moderate, but there were frequent cloudy days. June was noticeably warmer, maximum temperatures reaching 85°; but except for heavy rains late in the month, precipitation was light. All of July was clear and hot, with no rainfall the entire month. Temperatures in the 90's were not uncommon, the maximum for the month being 96° on the 30th. In western Montana, Hand reported May temperatures slightly above normal with precipitation light. The first ten days of June were abnormally hot, a maximum of 88° being reached, and there was little rainfall. The remainder of the month, however, was generally cool and damp. It was hot throughout all of July, with a maximum temperature of 99° on the 31st, but there were occasional light showers. Birds found these conditions throughout the region favorable for rearing their young, and well-fledged broods were much in evidence by late June. All records for western Montana here cited are those of R. L. Hand. Those for Idaho were personally taken. 

Waterfowl.—In western Montana, young Mallards barely out of the downy stage were seen at Kalispell, July 8. At Missoula, an Am. Merganser with 11 young about one-third grown was seen on June 8, and young Wood Ducks nearly half-grown, July 20. Two Harlequin Ducks observed near the mouth of Rattlesnake Creek, within the city limits of Missoula, on July 16, suggest the possibility that this species may nest nearby. Residents of the Rattlesnake Valley reported having seen others during the summer months, but the only previous records otherwise are for April, May and October.

Hawks.—A pair of Cooper's Hawks seen May 18 on the lower slope of Mount Sentinel, within a half mile of the University campus at Missoula, were apparently nesting there, since they called continuously and refused to leave the vicinity. An Osprey was seen on its nest near the "Gates of the Mountains" (Missouri River) east of Helena, Mont., June 3. When visited again on June 30, the nest held 2 large young. Young Sparrow Hawks were heard in the nest hole, May 28.

Gallinaceous Birds.—A Blue Grouse with 5 or 6 quail-size young was noted in the Big Belt Mountains about 20 miles east of Helena, June 30. A female Franklin's Grouse with 4 or 5 very small chicks was seen along the South Fork of the Flathead River near the upper Hungry Horse flowage area, July 15. Young Ruffed Grouse, quail size, were noted near Avon, Mont., on the Little Blackfoot, July 22.

Shorebirds.—At Hauser, Kootenai Co., Idaho, the breeding population of the Upland Sandpiper was found to be essentially the same as that of two years ago when this species was first found nesting in the State, two mated pairs being seen there on May 15. At Moscow, the Wilson's Phalarope was found nesting 
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for the first time, one pair rearing a brood of young in a small marsh north of the city. In previous years, this species was noted only as a scarce transient in northern Idaho.

Doves, Swifts, Woodpeckers.—The Mourning Dove was again found to be a late breeder in northern Idaho, four nests with eggs or small young being noted at Lewiston, August 28. In western Montana, a pair of White-throated Swifts, apparently nesting was seen in the Big Belt Mountains, north of Merriwether Canyon, on June 30. The Lewis's Woodpecker, rarely noted during the summer months in northern Idaho north of Lewiston, was found nesting for the first time this year at Hauser, in Kootenai County, and at Potlatch, 16 miles north of Moscow. At this latter locality, the adults were seen on July 13 feeding noisy young in the nest.

Flycatchers.—The Western Kingbird, normally a scarce breeding bird in northern Idaho, showed a marked increase in numbers this year. At least 2 pairs reared young in the vicinity of Moscow, and at Hauser 3 broods of well-grown young were noted within a rather limited area on July 21. In western Montana, 4 well-grown young were noted near Ravalli on July 16. In the City Park at Kalispell a Least Flycatcher was noted on July 8 and 16, and it is probable that it was nesting there. This flycatcher is a regular summer resident at Great Falls, and has been recorded from many parts of Montana, but it is rare west of the Continental Divide. At Missoula, it has been observed but a few times.

Larks, Swallows, Thrushes.—Young Horned Larks, fully grown and out of the nest two weeks or more, were noted at Lewiston on April 19, an unusually early date. A rather late breeding record for the Barn Swallow was that of a nest found at Lewiston on August 21 that held 4 partially incubated eggs. At Moscow, young Cliff Swallows not long out of the nest were seen, August 19. The first brood of Mountain Bluebirds out of the nest and well fledged was noted at Moscow on June 12. In eastern Montana, a robin was seen feeding fledglings in the nest on May 25, and another brood just out of the nest was observed two days later. Bob-tailed young Olive-backed Thrushes were noted near the mouth of the Spotted Bear River on the Flathead National Forest, Mont., July 14. A Veery (Willow Thrush) was feeding nestlings on June 29. A well-grown young Townsend's Solitaire, still showing the immature markings on the breast, was seen at the foot of Mount Sentinel, near the University campus at Missoula, on August 17.

Blackbirds.—At Weippe, Clearwater Co., Idaho, 4 fully-grown young Bobolinks and the 2 adult birds were seen in an open field on August 1. This is considerably farther south than this species has heretofore been recorded in the western part of the State during the summer months. At Moscow, the first young Brown-headed Cowbird out of the nest was noted, July 15. At Missoula, young Brown-headed Cowbirds were-observed: being fed by an Am. Redstart on July 19 and by a Song Sparrow on July 30.

Finches and Sparrows.—In western Montana, young Black-headed Grosbeaks, only a few days out of the nest, were noted at Kalispell on July 16, and several, a little older, at Missoula on July 30. The Lazuli Bunting was observed at Missoula feeding fledglings on June 14. In Northern Idaho, the Grasshopper Sparrow is apparently increasing in numbers as a breeding bird, and is found now in many of the open fields about Moscow. The first young of the year, well-grown but still in juvenile plumage, were seen July 28.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


The Nesting Season, 1952

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Reports of cooperators indicate that the success of the breeding season in this Region was average or above. As a result of the record deep snows and spring weather which came suddenly, high flood waters were recorded for the Salt Lake Valley. However, not too much damage was reported to duck nests. Conversely, brood counts from the Bear River Refuge (John Bauman) showed a large increase in the production of Redheads and Ruddy Ducks, two species generally affected by high waters.

Grebes, Pelicans and Cormorants.—Eared, Pied-billed and Western Grebes nested on Clear and Tule Lakes in Oregon. Eared Grebes, 1,300 breeding pairs, showed a substantial decrease in production while the Western Grebe, estimated at 600 breeding pairs on Tule Lake, showed no change from previous years. Pied-billed Grebes produced an estimated 1,350 young from 450 breeding pairs. White Pelicans were reported from the Bear River Refuge, Utah, in peak numbers of 9,025 following the brooding season on August 15 (John Bauman). On Lower Klamath Refuge, Oreg., 1,000 nests in 5 colonies produced 1,800 young, a large increase, while on Clear Lake 1,380 nests in 6 colonies produced 2,500 young (P. E. Steel). Two colonies (100 and 150 nests) located on a peninsula were destroyed by coyotes. Double-crested Cormorants showed a large increase in numbers at Tule, Lower Klamath and Clear Lakes in Oregon. Nests totaled 790 on the three lakes (PES).

Herons and Ibises.—Snowy Egrets in peak numbers of 1,700 were reported on July 3, at Bear River Refuge (JB) while Great Blue Herons were reported at an established peak of 200 on the same date. Bauman reported 5,200 White-faced Ibis from Bear River Refuge on July 3.

Swans and Geese.—Canada Geese on Tule, Clear and Lower Klamath Lakes, Oreg., showed a substantial decrease from previous records. The three lakes showed a population of 570 breeding pairs which produced 1,900 young (PEL). A peak of 3,000 geese was reported from Bear River Refuge on July 16. 
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Canada Geese at Ogden Bay Refuge in Utah showed a poor hatch this spring. The early nesting dates of this bird may have coincided with the high flood waters.

Ducks.—At Bear River Refuge brood counts in species other than Redhead and Ruddy Duck were about the same as last year. The latter two species showed broods twice as large as last breeding season (JB). A concentration of 192,000 Pintails at the B.R.R. was reported August 8. At the Deer Flat Refuge in Idaho, F. S. Dart reported that waterfowl nesting was about the same as a year ago; early Pintail migration into that refuge reached a peak of 5,500 in early August. In Casper, Wyo., Oliver K. Scott reported ducks have been unchanged from a year ago. From Oregon, Steel reported Mallards and Ruddy Ducks substantially increased in production, Gadwall slightly increased, while Redhead and Lesser Scaup had slight decreases.

Vultures and Hawks.—Dr. Scott reported a Bald Eagle nest from central Wyoming and indicated that buteos in general, and the Golden Eagle in particular, continue their downward trend in numbers. From Deer Flat Refuge comes a report that hawk migration, principally Sparrow and Swainson's Hawks, was noted on August 5, with normal numbers. Three Peregrine Falcons were reported on August 1 at B.R.R. (JB) and 6 Turkey Vultures were observed there, July 22. Swainson's Hawks were uncommon in the Tule Lake Region of Oregon; two nests, one new and one old, were found in Juniper trees (PES). From the same area two pairs of Prairie Falcons were reported.

Cranes and Coots.—On Meiss Lake near Lower Klamath, a pair of Sandhill Cranes raised 2 young—probably the same pair as nested in this vicinity for a number of years. A substantial increase in Am. Coots was noted on Tule and Lower Klamath Lakes by Steel; at Bear River Refuge Bauman reported 59,000 Am. Coots on August 8.

Shorebirds, Gulls and Doves.—Long-billed Curlews were scarcer in the Casper, Wyo., area (OKS). Long-billed Dowitchers, first observed on July 14 at B.R.R., reached a peak of 6,800 on August 1. Phillip Kahl, visiting Mono Lake, Calif., August 9, recorded a flock of phalaropes over 3 miles along the shore and extending into the lake as far as he could see them with 8 X 32 binoculars. Northern Phalaropes outnumbered the Wilson's by 2½ to 1. Eared Grebes were also mixed with the phalaropes. Wilson's Phalaropes were present at B.R.R. 7,000 strong on August 18. A few pairs were observed but no nesting was recorded on Tule Lake, Lower Klamath and Clear Lake, Oregon (PES). However, on these lakes the Ring-billed Gull showed a very high increase in production. At Lower Klamath 2,400 nests of the Ring-bill produced 5,500 young. California Gull production was much the same as previous years. Doves were slightly more plentiful than a year ago at Deer Flat Refuge (FSD).

Passerine Birds.—No unusual records were submitted for Oregon, Idaho, or Wyoming. A Solitary Vireo nest and young were observed in May at Zion National Park by Leland F. Allen. Water Ouzel young, old enough to leave the nest, were observed near the narrow trail in Zion Park on June 15 (LFA). There were many reports of numerous Mountain Bluebirds this season. Swallows came in for numerous listings by nearly all cooperators.—JESSOP B. LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.


The Nesting Season, 1952

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June was generally cloudy, with temperatures running well below average. It was a wet month in the south portion, but somewhat drier than average in the central and north portions. July and the first part of August were about normal, with only a few days of measurable precipitation. In some places it was hot and very dry. The season appears to have been successful, except in some local spots. Most observations came from restricted local areas. The dates seem to indicate a prolonged nesting period for residents or a failure of first nestings. At Comox, B. C., nesting migrants had disappeared by mid-July.

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Either a Horned or Eared Grebe (unusual nesters west of Cascade Mountains) was seen in poor light, with very young birds, August 3, at the north end of Lake Washington (Violet E. Cannon). All local cormorants were nesting plentifully on lesser Chain Islands, Oak Bay, near Victoria, B. C., July 10 (C. J. Guiguet). Great Blue Herons picked up in numbers at Comox; a flock of 8 old and young, July 8, was more than Pearse had seen together for 3 years.

Geese and Ducks.—A pair of Canada Geese with 5 young on Sauvie Island, near Portland, May 15, was a first nesting record for western Oregon (Tom McAllister). Summering Black Brant were a feature at Comox, B. C.; 4 were seen, July 29 and August 9. Another lot of 7 was reported. Lucile H. Kline saw a newly-hatched brood of Mallards at Blaine, May 3. Young Mallards in full juvenile plumage were at Beaver Lake, Victoria District, B. C., July 11 (CJG). Two female Wood Ducks were seen with young at Camas, east of Vancouver, Wash., May 31 (Mr. & Mrs. A. C. Roberts). A brood of 10 was seen at Comox, June 28.

Grouse through Rails.—A female Blue Grouse and 5 young were seen at Woodland, Clark Co., Wash., May 30 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). California Quail were first out of the nest in West Seattle, June 18; the last young to date were seen on July 30 (VEC). Ring-necked Pheasants were nesting at Blaine, June 12, with a second brood, July 20. Virginia Rails were nesting at Seattle by June 22; a Sora was seen with 2 young, August 1 (VEC).

Shorebirds and Gulls.—A pair of Black Oystercatchers on Shell Island, Oak Bay, B. C., were obviously nesting, June 28. Perturbed adults on the north side of Chain Island, Oak Bay, obviously had young in the area, July 10 (CJG). Killdeer were nesting at Blaine, June 12. Young Glaucous-winged Gulls (190) were banded on Chain Island, July 10; the majority of eggs had hatched; a few nests contained eggs; others were hatching (CJG). At Kelsey Bay, B, C., 80 miles north of Comox, August 1, a young Glaucous-wing and 2 California Gulls were swimming (early). There were many Short-billed Gulls, but no young (TP). Bonaparte's Gulls returned to Comox, July 9; but no young had been seen by mid-August. Young and adult Heermann's Gulls were off the rocky shores of southern Vancouver Island, July 10.

Alcids.—Pigeon Guillemots were more numerous on Chain Island, July 10, than previously noted. Six pairs of Marbled Murrelets in breeding plumage were on Oak Bay, June 28; they were numerous from Cadboro Bay to Brotchie Ledge, on the southwest coast of Vancouver Island, July 10, but no young birds were noted. Two Rhinoceros Auklets in full breeding plumage were in Oak Bay, June 28 and July 1; this species was passing northward over Chain Island all day, July 10 (CJG).

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common Nighthawks were late. They were first seen in South Seattle, June 5 (RMB). A bird with wings not fully feathered was brought to the Museum, July 31 (MRF). They were scarce again at Comox; young were on the wing at the end of the period. Black Swifts were first seen migrating at Comox, June 13. There have been few since. The only reference to Rufous Hummingbirds was young out of the nest at Seattle by June 12. A female Red-shafted Flicker was nest building south of Maple Valley, King Co., Wash., March 24 (VEC). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at a nesthole in Woodland, May 20 (RMB). All woodpeckers were still below normal at Comox. In 3 trips over a former area no Lewis's were seen.

Flycatchers, Larks.—Flycatchers showed up in deciduous wooded portions of logged-off foothills near Comox, B. C., but were scarce in coastal areas. The Olive-sided was not heard. Traill's Flycatchers started a nest in South Seattle, June 5. There were 4 eggs, June 12; the first egg hatched, June 28; and the young left the nest, July 12 (RMB). They used last year's nest at Blaine, and hatched young, June 24. Young Western Flycatchers were being fed out of the nest north of Seattle, June 26 (Florence Grove). Western Wood Pewees were feeding young in the nest at Toledo, Lewis Co., Wash., June 2 (RMB). Horned Larks were nesting at Blaine, June 27 (LHK).

Swallows.—The first brooding of Violet-green Swallows in West Seattle was on May 11, but young were not seen in the air until August 4. Young Barn and Cliff Swallows were plentiful by July 10 (VEC). A pair of Violet-greens was nesting at Woodland, Wash., May 28; and a nest of Rough-winged Swallows was discovered, May 30. North of Seattle, Violet-green Swallows were feeding young in the nest, June 4, and Barn Swallows were still feeding young, July 9 (FG). At Blaine, 82 pairs of Cliff Swallows were nesting, June 12; the second brood hatched, July 20. The first Barn Swallows hatched, June 7 to 13; with a second brood, July 23. Tree Swallows were nesting, June 13; and the maximum breeding of Violet-greens was June 20. 
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At Comox, B. C., the first young Cliff and Tree Swallows were seen on June 28, with the Cliff still feeding young at the end of the period. Purple Martins were nesting at Woodland, June 11, and at Issaquah, King Co., Wash., they were feeding young off the nest, June 24 (RMB).

Jays, Ravens.—California Jays were carrying food at Woodland, June 2. Common Ravens were unusually numerous at Comox. A flock of at least 35, June 21, contained several birds of the year.

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens.—Black-capped Chickadees were nest building at Seattle, May 4; and still feeding young north of Seattle, June 12. Chestnut-backed Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches showed some increase at Comox, although Bewick's Wrens had not repopulated areas occupied before the bad winters. Bushtits were nest building at Medina, Wash., April 5 (Walter Hagenstein); had a partially completed nest in South Seattle, March 20; and left the nest, May 19. Bewick's Wrens had 4 eggs at Medina, April 2, and the young left the nest, April 25. They were nest building in South Seattle, April 23; there were 5 eggs, May 7, and the brood left the nest, June 6 (RMB). Another brood in West Seattle was out of the nest, June 12. North of Seattle they had young in the nest, June 1 (FG).

Thrushes.—Many Am. Robins were hatched at Seattle; 2 and 3 broods were raised locally. The last brood off the nest was seen, July 19. A female started brooding at Blaine, April 4; the eggs hatched, April 23; and the young were fully grown, May 18. There was a second brood, June 18. At Comox they were not up to normal; the young were around gardens the last of May. Olive-backed Thrushes seemed more plentiful at Seattle; 2 clutches were hatching, June 23 and 26 (VEC). North of Seattle, 1 pair was feeding young, June 24; a second pair on July 12. They showed a big increase at Comox, and were expanding into logged-over areas covered by a new deciduous growth. Western Bluebirds were nesting at Blaine, June 14.

Waxwings, Starlings, Vireos.—Cedar Waxwings were nest building in South Seattle, June 6; young were at a bird bath, June 16. Young out of the nest were being fed north of Seattle, July 5. They were brooding at Blaine, June 15. Common Starlings were reliably reported nesting around Salem, Oreg., in May (TMcA). Both Solitary and Warbling Vireos had a good nesting season at Seattle (VEC); the Warbling was nest building, May 25, and young left the nest, June 4. One was seen near Issaquah singing on the nest, June 24 (RMB). Warbling Vireos were feeding young out of the nest north of Seattle, June 19, and the Red-eyed, July 15 (FG). Warbling Vireos were nesting at Blaine, July 4. They were down in numbers at Comox, where Red-eyed Vireos, seen on July 21, may have nested.

Warblers.—The only fairly common warblers at Comox were the Orange-crowned and Yellow. Both were normal at Seattle (VEC). Young Yellow Warblers out of the nest were being fed, June 15; Orange-crowned, June 17; Audubon's, June 18, Black-throated Gray, June .20 (FG). Immature Audubon's came to a bird bath, June 18 (RMB). Black-throated Gray Warblers brought young to a yard in West Seattle, July 15, and young were still being fed on August 7 (VEC). At Blaine Yellow Warblers were nesting, June 28 to July 5; and Audubon's from June 15 to 24.

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Western Meadowlarks at Comox had not increased. They were nesting at Blaine by May 2. Three nests of Yellow-headed Blackbirds in North Portland, with complete clutches, were a first for Oregon (TMcA). Red-winged Blackbirds were nesting at Blaine, May 26; but Brewers were feeding young by May 16. Western Tanagers were nesting, June 18 (LHK). Brewer's Blackbirds were not seen at Comox. Western Tanagers, usually well distributed there, were scarce.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finches.—Three pairs of Black-headed Grosbeaks raised young in a 5-acre area in West Seattle. None were seen at Comox. Near Maple Valley, Wash., a male Evening Grosbeak was seen passing a chokecherry to an immature, but fully-grown bird, July 25, in the company of another male and a female (Edward Fleisher). Purple Finches north of Seattle were feeding young out of the nest, June 17. Am. Goldfinches were nesting at Blaine, June 12; young were at a bird bath in South Seattle, July 6.

Sparrows.—Spotted Towhee young were at a feeding station in West Seattle by June 15, with others coming for over a month (VEC). Young Savannah Sparrows were flying at Camas, Wash., May 31 (ACR). They were nesting at Blaine, May 7 to 16, with a second brood, June 12. Oregon Juncos were being fed north of Seattle, May 18; at Camas, May 31; and near Issaquah, June 24. A pair was nesting at Blaine, June 11. Young Chipping Sparrows were around the yard in West Seattle, July 15; they were reported fairly numerous and hatching earlier (VEC). They had a good nesting season at Comox, where White-crowned Sparrows had moved to the logged-over areas, and seemed to be more than usual. White-crowns were nest building at Seattle, April 27; young left the nest, May 23; and other young with full-length tails were at a feeding station, May 24 (RMB). Some broods came off the nest, June 18. They seemed to be plentiful only in outlying districts (VEC). At Blaine, the young White-crowns were flying by May 20, with a second brood, June 18; and Song Sparrows were out of the nest, May 10. Young Song Sparrows came to a feeding station in Seattle by June 15, with more coming for over a month (VEC). Mr. and Mrs. Boggs thought they were not so abundant locally this year. They were numerous and in moult at the Colquitz River flats, Victoria District, B. C., July 11.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.

Winter Bird-Population Study

Make at least 6 census trips, preferably more. These should be conducted from December 20 to February 10. May we have reports sent to Patuxent Wildlife Refuge by March 2?
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