Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1949-1960

1951

Autumn Migration, 1950

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The late summer and fall months were characterized by clear warm weather. Practically no rain fell from late June through early October, and cloudy days were a rare occurrence. Daily temperatures were above normal throughout this period, and it was the middle of September before the first light frosts were experienced. The effect of this pleasant fall weather was rather noticeable where the fall migration was concerned.
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Almost without exception summer residents lingered much later than heretofore, while transients from farther north appeared in larger numbers and were also late in departing. In theory this fall migration of 1950 could be considered normal in every respect, dates of departure being unaffected by adverse weather conditions usually experienced, to some extent at least, at this season of the year. Likewise attesting to the absence of the usual weather hazards was the noticeable scarcity of unusual species, transients observed being those normally found in this part of the country. The following summary of the fall migration is confined largely to northern Idaho with a few records for eastern Washington.

Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl.—A Red-necked Grebe, an uncommon bird in Idaho was seen on Lake Coeur d'Alene, near Harrison, in Kootenai County, on Oct. 11 (Seymour Levy). The Eared Grebe appeared at Rose Lake, Kootenai Co., on Oct. 7 (Levy), and on the Snake River at Lewiston, in Nez Perce Co., the same day (Jollie). One Western Grebe was observed on Lake Coeur d'Alene on Sept. 28, and 2 on Rose Lake, Kootenai County, on Oct. 7 (Levy). On the latter date a single bird was likewise seen on the Snake River at Lewiston (Jollie). The Pied-billed Grebe was rioted at Moscow on Aug. 27 and Sept. 4 (Jollie). The Great Blue Heron occurred throughout the fall in small numbers, being seen at Potlatch, July 19; Moscow, July 29; and Lewiston, Aug. 21 and 27 and Oct. 6 and 21 (Burleigh), and at Medicine Lake, Kootenai Co., Oct. 10 (Levy). A single Black-crowned Night Heron in adult plumage was noted at Lewiston, Aug. 21 and 27 (Burleigh), an unusual record this far north in the state. Levy reported an Am. Bittern at Porthill, Boundary Co., on Sept. 20. Numerous flocks of Canada Geese were seen at Copeland, Boundary Co., on Sept. 20, and flocks of Snow Geese, totaling over 300 individuals, were watched flying over the Sisters Peaks in Shoshone Co. on Oct. 21 (Levy). Three Wood Ducks on Cave Lake, Kootenai Co., on Oct. 10 (Levy) were late fall transients.

Hawks.—A Goshawk, uncommon in the northern part of Idaho, was seen at Medimont, Kootenai Co., on Oct. 11 (Levy). The last Osprey for the year was seen on the Snake River at Lewiston, Oct. 21 (Burleigh). Pigeon Hawks appeared at Moscow, Oct. 3 and 18 (Burleigh).

Shorebirds.—Jollie reported the following species at the millpond at Potlatch: Spotted Sandpiper, Sept. 17, a late date in the fall; Solitary Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and 31, and Sept. 10; Greater Yellow-legs, Aug. 13 and 31, and Sept. 10; Lesser Yellow-legs, Aug. 23 and 31; Least Sandpiper, Aug. 13 and 23; Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 27; Baird's Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and 27, and Sept. 10; Least Sandpiper, Aug. 13 and 23; Semipalmated Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and 27; Western Sandpiper, Aug. 13, 23, 27, and 31; Stilt Sandpiper, Aug. 23; Northern Phalarope, Aug. 27; Ringed Plover, a rare bird in Idaho, Aug. 23. He also saw a Sanderling at Sandpoint, Sept. 7. Levy observed the following at Sandpoint on Sept. 28, a rather late date for the northern part of the State: Ringed Plover; Black-bellied Plover, one of the few records for the State (4 seen); Lesser Yellow-legs; Pectoral Sandpiper; Baird's Sandpiper; and Semi-palmated Sandpiper. He also saw a flock of 20 Dowitchers at Medicine Lake, Kootenai Co., on Oct. 10. At Lewiston, on the Snake River, the last Spotted Sandpiper for the year was seen Sept. 13; also the greater Yellow-legs on Aug. 16 and 21, the Lesser Yellow-legs on Aug. 21, the Least Sandpiper on Aug. 16 and 21, the Western Sandpiper on Aug. 21 (Burleigh).

Gulls and Terns.—The Ring-billed Gull appeared on the Snake River at Lewiston on Aug. 4, and was present in small numbers through Oct. 21. The Common Tern was noted there twice, single birds being seen Sept. 29 and Oct. 21 (Burleigh).

Mourning Dove.—A rather late breeding record was a nest found at Lewiston on Sept. 4 that held 2 half-incubated eggs (Burleigh).

Goatsuckers and Swifts.—At Moscow the last Common Nighthawk for the year was seen Sept. 20 (late), and the last Vaux's Swift. Sept. 29 

Audubon field Notes, Volume 5, Number 1  29

(late). Approximately 100 individuals of the latter species were found roosting in an old fir stub from the first week in September until the 20th of the month (Burleigh).

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—A male Rufous Hummingbird, Sept. 9, at Moscow, was very late. The last Lewis's Woodpecker at Moscow was seen Oct. 2 (late); last Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Oct. 7 (Burleigh).

Flycatchers.—Departure dates at Moscow were as follows (Burleigh): Eastern Kingbird, Sept. 2; Hammond's Flycatcher, Oct. 7 (late); Western Wood Pewee, Sept. 17; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 18 (late). At Lewiston, the Western Kingbird was last seen on Aug. 21, and the Say's Phoebe on Sept. 13, while at Potlatch the last Traill's Flycatcher was noted on Sept. 8 (late) (Burleigh).

Swallows.—Departure dates were as follows: (Burleigh): Violet-green Swallow, Lewiston, Sept. 29; Bank Swallow, Moscow, Aug. 22; Rough-winged Swallow, Moscow, Aug. 28; Barn Swallow, Uniontown, Wash., Sept. 29 (late); Cliff Swallow, Moscow, Sept. 17 (late).

Wrens through Vireos.—Departure dates were as follows (Burleigh): House Wren, Pullman, Wash., Sept. 22; Catbird, Moscow, Sept. 19 (late); Hermit Thrush, Moscow, Oct. 12 (first noted Sept. 15); Olive-backed Thrush, Moscow, Sept. S (and a late record, Sept. 16, Jollie); Veery, Moscow, Sept. 2; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Moscow, Oct. 24; Water Pipit, Pullman, Wash., Oct. 19 (first noted at Genesee, Sept. 13); Solitary Vireo, Potlatch, Oct. 2 (late); Warbling Vireo, Moscow, Sept. 17. Winter Wrens, now rarely seen since the severe winters of the past 2 years, were observed at Cow Creek, Boundary Co., on Sept. 22 (Levy), and at Moscow, Oct. 14 (Jollie) and Oct. 27 (Burleigh). The first Gray Shrike appeared at Pullman, Wash., Oct. 26, an average date of arrival.

Warblers.—Dates of departure were as follows (Burleigh): Orange-crowned Warbler, Pullman, Wash., Oct. 8; Yellow Warbler, Lewiston, Sept. 4; Townsend's Warbler, Pullman, Wash., Sept. 28 (very late); Macgillivray's Warbler, Moscow, Sept. 30 (late); Common Yellowthroat, Moscow, Oct. 4 (late); Yellow-breasted Chat, Potlatch, Sept. 3; Am. Redstart, Princeton, Aug. 24. The Myrtle Warbler, rarely seen in the fall, was noted at Pullman, Wash., Sept. 22, and at Moscow, Oct. 4. A Northern Waterthrush, an extremely rare transient, was seen at Potlatch, Aug. 12. The Black-capped Warbler appeared at Moscow, Aug. 10, and was observed almost daily through Oct. 16.

Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Departure dates (Burleigh) were as follows: Brewer's Blackbird, Spangle, Wash., Oct. 30; Brown-headed Cowbird, Lewiston, Aug. 21 (late). Flocks of Western Meadowlarks and Red-winged Blackbirds were frequently observed throughout all of October. The last Western Tanager was seen at Moscow, Sept. 24 (Jollie).

Sparrows.—Departure dates (Burleigh) were as follows: Black-headed Grosbeak, Potlatch, Sept. 3 (late); Cassin's Finch, Moscow, Oct. 29 (late); Spotted Towhee, Lewiston, Oct. 13; Savannah Sparrow, Lewiston, Oct. 21 (late); Vesper Sparrow, Moscow, Sept. 27; Lark Sparrow, Lewiston, Oct. 13 (late); Brewer's Sparrow, Moscow, Sept. 5. The Gray-crowned Rosy Finch appeared at Sisters Peak, Shoshone Co., Oct. 15 (Levy), and at Genesee, Latah Co., Oct. 21 (Burleigh). The Slate-colored Junco was first seen at Moscow, Oct. 17, the Am. Tree Sparrow at Lewiston, Oct. 16, the White-crowned Sparrow at Lewiston, Aug. 27 (early), and the Lincoln's Sparrow at Moscow, Aug. 30 (early). Fox Sparrows are fairly common summer residents in northern Idaho and eastern Washington, but are rarely observed after early August. It was of interest, therefore, that a single bird taken at Pullman, Wash., on Oct. 1, was found to represent the Alberta Fox Sparrow (altivagans).—T. D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


Autumn Migration, 1950

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general, the weather over most of the Region was hot and dry during the latter part of August and fore part of September. The latter part of September was mild with normal precipitation. 
   [image: ]
October and the first week in November were abnormally clear and warm; a cold front moved in from the northwest on Nov. 9, and on Nov. 13 a large part of the open water ponds and lakes were covered with ice. This cold spell lasted for several days and moved a large percentage of the waterfowl and most of the shorebirds on to warmer climates. The fall migration through this Intermountain Region appeared, in general, to be about normal as compared with the previous few years.

Loons, Grebes, and Pelicans.—A freshly killed Arctic Loon was found near the Ruby Lake Refuge near Elko, Nev., Oct. 21 (Baine H. Cater). A Common Loon, which had died a week or so earlier, was observed on Nov. 12 at Farmington Bay, Utah (C. W. Lockerbie). F. G. Evenden reported 2 Eared Grebes at Donner Lake, Calif., on Oct. 9; 3 at Silver State Gun Club, near Leetsville, Nev., Oct. 10; and 3 at Gardnerville, Nev., Oct. 11. Evenden also noted 2 Pied-billed Grebes near Reno, Nev., and 6 near Leetsville, Nev., Oct. 10. At Bear River Refuge, Utah, 250 Eared Grebes, 900 Western Grebes, and 175 Pied-billed Grebes were counted on Oct. 2; by end of 
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November most of them had left. At Pathfinder Reservoir, Wyo., 23 White Pelicans were noted on Sept. 4 (Oliver K. Scott), 300 were observed Aug. 16 at Deer Flat Refuge, near Nampa, Idaho, and were last seen, Nov. 27 (F. Sheldon Dart). At BRR, Utah, 4200 White Pelicans were estimated, Oct. 2, and by Nov. 26 their number had diminished to 3.

Cormorants, Herons, and Ibis.—At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, 125 Double-crested Cormorants were noted, Aug. 16, and were gone by Oct. 15 (FSD). Sixty-two were seen near Salt Lake City, Utah, on Sept. 24 (CWL). At B.R.R. the peak of the cormorant migration occurred on Oct. 2, when 600 were observed; by the end of November only 25 remained. Dart reported 25 Great Blue Herons at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on Aug. 27, and they were still present by the end of November; at B.R.R. 150 were noted Oct. 2, and a few remained throughout the period. At Deer Flat Refuge, 25 Am. Egrets and 60 Snowy Egrets were noted on Aug. 20, and were last seen, Sept. 30 (FSD). A Snowy Egret was noted near Lovelock, Nev., Oct. 9 (FGE), and 10 were reported near Salt Lake City, Sept. 24 (CWL); at B.R.R. 1500 were estimated on Sept. 15 but they had departed by end of the period. Two hundred White-faced Ibis were observed near Salt Lake City, Sept. 24 (CWL); at Deer Flat Refuge they reached a peak of 450 on Aug. 27, and were gone by Oct. 15 (FSD); near Lovelock, Nev., 23 were noted, Oct. 9 (FGE). The white-faced Ibis population at BRR was estimated at 1800 on Sept. 1; they had all departed by end of the period.

Swans.—Six Whistling Swans were observed at Farmington Bay, Utah, Sept. 24 (CWL); 250 Whistling Swans arrived at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., Nov. 30, and 9 Trumpeter Swans were observed in that area during the period (Baine H. Cater). M. C. Aldous reported 23 Whistling Swans at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., on Nov. 14, and they were last seen, Nov. 20. The Whistling Swan numbered 100 on Oct. 22 at Deer Flat Refuge, and had departed by Nov. 9 (FSD); at the Pathfinder Reservoir, Wyo., 4 were noted on Oct. 22 by O. K. Scott, who reported that the concentrations of ducks and geese this year seem to be below previous years. An estimated 20,000 Whistling Swans were using the BRR, Utah, the latter part of November; this is a 20 per cent increase over previous years.

Geese.—Canada Geese were noted through most of the Region during the period; at Cokeville, Wyo., a peak of 1,500 was reached early in November; 1,000 were observed at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nov., Oct. 15 (BHC). At the Deer Flat, Basin Canada Geese reached a peak of 5,000 on Nov. 9, and Lesser Canada Geese reached peak of 75 on Nov. 30; both races were still present at end of period; also one Cackling Canada Goose was noted in this area, Oct. 22 (FSD). At the B.R.R. a peak of 3500 Canada Geese was reached during November, which is an increase over previous years.

Ducks.—Near Cokeville, Wyo., the usual number of Mallards were present and by Nov. 25 most had departed, according to W. O. Deshler, who reported that: Pintails numbered far less than usual this year, the Blue-winged Teal decreased from last year, no golden-eyes have been seen in this area for two hunting seasons, although three years ago many were taken by hunters; the overall duck population in the Cokeville, Wyoming area is less than for the past two years. At Ruby Lake Refuge, Cater reported peak concentrations of 3,000 Mallards on Oct. 20, 4,000 Pintail on Oct. 16, 2,500 Redhead and 2,500 Canvas-back, Oct. 23, as well as 400 Blue-winged Teal, 500 Cinnamon Teal, and 200 Shoveller during September, and 500 Gadwall, 700 Am. Widgeon, 500 Green-winged Teal and 500 Ruddy Ducks during October. At Deer Flat Refuge, a peak concentration of 500,000 Mallards was estimated, Nov. 9, according to Sheldon Dart, who also reported 1,500 Blue-winged Teal and 1,000 Cinnamon Teal on Sept. 15, 10,000 Green-winged Teal on Oct. 15, and 2,000 Gadwall, 8,000 Am. Widgeon, 8,000 Pintail, 1,000 Redhead, 1,000 Canvas-back, 1,000 scaup, 500 Am. Golden-eye, 200 Barrow's Golden-eye, and 300 Bufflehead the latter part of November. Lockerbie reported a peak concentration of 10,000 Pintail near Salt Lake City on Nov. 12, and 1,000 Am. Widgeon, Sept. 24. Evenden observed 12,000 miscellaneous ducks on Oct. 9 adjacent to Humboldt Lakes, Lovelock, Nev., as well as smaller numbers of Mallard, Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, Pintail, teal, Shoveller, Redhead, and Ruddy, at various points in Nevada. At B.R.R. the Green-winged Teal population has increased, while Pintails and Canvasbacks have decreased. Following are a few peak concentration figures for the more common species of ducks at Bear River Refuge: Mallard, 35,000, Oct. 2; Gadwall, 38,000, Oct. 18; Am. Widgeon, 65,000, Oct. 18; Pintail, 300,000, Oct. 18; Green-winged Teal, 300,000, Oct. 18; Cinnamon Teal, 4,000, Oct. 18; Shoveller, 60,000, Oct. 18; Redhead, 9,000, Oct. 18; Canvas-back, 35,000, Oct. 2; Lesser Scaup, 1,000, Oct. 18; Ruddy Duck, 1,500, Oct. 18; and White-winged Scoter, 50, Nov. 30. One Old-squaw was taken by a hunter at B.R.R., Nov. 24.

Hawks.—Two Rough-legged Hawks were noted, Nov. 12, near Salt Lake City (CWL). The hawk migration near Casper, Wyo., was about average, with eagles appearing in numbers in November (OKS). At B.R.R. on Oct. 18 one Rough-legged Hawk, 1 Golden Eagle, 25 Marsh Hawks, 4 Peregrine Falcons, and 2 Sparrow Hawks were observed. Two Prairie Falcons were noted near Lovelock, Nev., on Oct. 9 and 10 (FGE).

Cranes and Coots.—Fifteen Sandhill Cranes were counted during the period at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (BHC). Am. Coots were reported in usual numbers through most of the Region; 70,000 were estimated at B.R.R. on Sept. 5, which is an increase over previous years.
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Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Near Salt Lake City, 6 Snowy Plovers were observed on Aug. 27; $lack-bellied Plovers, 24, Sept. 24; 12 Spotted Sandpipers and 2 Solitary Sandpipers, Aug. 12; 42 Greater Yellow-legs and 82 Lesser Yellowlegs, Sept. 24; 1 Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 12; 6 Baird's Sandpipers, 60 Western Sandpipers, and 4 Sanderlings on Aug. 27. Also 1,000 Am. Avocets, Sept. 24 (last one seen on Nov. 12), 300 Black-necked Stilts, Aug. 12 (last observation), 200 Wilson's Phalaropes (last seen Aug. 12), 1,000 Ring-billed Gulls, Sept. 24, 177 Franklin's Gulls and 100 Forster's Terns, Aug. 12 (last seen Sept. 24), 1 Caspian Tern last seen Sept. 24, and 25 Black Terns last seen Aug. 12 (CWL). Evenden reported 1,400 Am. Avocets near Fernley, Nev., Oct. 9, 1,200 Am. Avocets near Lovelock, Nev., Oct. 9, and Dowitchers and Caspian Terns near Lovelock, Nev., Oct. 9. Two Killdeer were noted near Alamosa, Colo., Nov. 24, with 1 still present at end of November (Mrs. Robert Armagast). The fall migration of shorebirds through the B.R.R. appeared to be about normal. Following are a few peak concentration figures on shorebirds at B.R.R.: Killdeer, 400, Sept. 5; Am. Golden Plover, 10, Oct. 2; Black-bellied Plover, 50, Oct. 2; Spotted Sandpiper, 50, Sept. 16; Greater Yellow-legs, 35, Sept. 16; Lesser Yellow-legs, 150, Aug. 16; Baird's Sandpiper, 3,000, Sept. 16; Dowitcher, 9000, Sept. 16; Western Sandpiper, 5,000, Aug. 15; Marbled Godwit, 5,000, Sept. 1 (500 were still present on Nov. 22); Am. Avocet, 9,000, Aug. 15; Black-necked Stilt, 4,000, Aug. 15; Wilson's Phalarope, 2,000, Aug. 15; Northern Phalarope, 3,000, Sept. 1; Ring-bellied Gull, 2,000 Oct. 2; Forster's Tern, 3,500, Aug. 15; and Black Tern, 2,200, Aug. 15.

Woodpeckers and Passerine Birds.—F. G. Evenden, Jr., reported Red-shafted Flickers common in farming areas of Lovelock and Fallon, Nev., also, one Hairy Woodpecker at Carson on Oct. 11. Red-shafted Flickers were common in the vicinity of Brigham, Utah, and at Bear River Refuge Headquarters. Barn and Cliff Swallows were very numerous at B.R.R.; 7,500 Barn Swallows were estimated in early September, last observed Oct. 29. Several hundred Violet-green and Tree Swallows were also observed at B.R.R. during September. Mrs. Robert M. Armagast reported grosbeaks and Am. Robins have been common in Alamosa, Colo., during the latter part of November. M. C. Aldous reported Am. Robins and Common Starlings present at Sheldon National Antelope Refuge during November. Lockerbie reported a good migration of Am. Robins through the Salt Lake City area in September; also several migrating flocks of Mountain Bluebirds during August and September. He also observed approximately 100 Common Starlings on Oct. 14; this bird is now increasing very rapidly in the Great Basin area, several flocks having been observed in the Brigham, Utah, area this fall. Am. Goldfinches have been abundant at B.R.R. this fall; however, the Oregon Juncos have been noticeably absent. Five Evening Grosbeaks were observed at B.R.R., Dec. 10. Small flocks of Evening Grosbeaks were still present in the Salt Lake City area (CWL). Black-capped and Mountain Chickadees were reported at Fallon and Carson, Nev., and 30 Water Pipits at Lovelock and 10 at Fernley, Nev., Oct. 10; Audubon's Warblers were common at Reno, Lovelock, and Carson, Nev., on Oct. 9 to 11; and White-crowned Sparrows were abundant at Lovelock, Oct. 9 (FGE Jr.).—VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


Autumn Migration, 1950

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August was dry and warmer than normal. September was moderately warm, with precipitation below normal. This condition carried over into the first part of October. The rest of the month was overcast, windy, and moderately cool, with nearly double the normal amount of rainfall. November was warmer than normal, frequently stormy, with heavy precipitation.
                 [image: ]
Because of the growing importance of Bellevue among the small communities on the shore of Lake Washington east of Seattle, its name will be used henceforth instead of its close neighbor, Medina. Much unused land, and lake water sheltered by Mercer Is., made this area attractive to birds of all species. Of interest this season was the southward movement of Snowy Owls. The influx of Saw-whet Owls at Victoria attracted attention. Several reporters remarked about the late departure of swallows.

Grebes.—Horned Grebes were at Victoria, Sept. 4, and Eared Grebes, Sept. 10 (A. R. Davidson). Eared Grebes were at Blaine, Oct. 18 (Lucile Kline). A flock of 1500± Western Grebes was seen at Comox, Sept. 13; otherwise much below normal. Other grebes were about average (Theed Pearse).

Swans, Geese.—Whistling Swans stopped at the Bellevue area, Nov. 5 to 7 (Walter Hagenstein, W. H. Ransom). Canada Geese passed through Comox in goodly number (TP). A concentration of 10,000 was seen on mud flats on the west coast of Vancouver Is., Nov. 6 (C. J. Guiguet). About 100 were seen at Blaine, Oct. 20 (LK); and some at Medina, Oct. 28 (WH). They arrived early, Sept. 27, in the Portland area (Oregon Audubon Society). Cackling Canada Geese were heading south in Marion Co., Oreg., Sept. 1 (F. G. Evenden, Jr.). White-fronted Geese went through S. Vancouver Is. the last of October (CJG). Snow Geese were at Bellevue, Oct. 18, 30, Nov. 7 (WH).

Ducks.—A considerable migration of Mallards and Pintails was noted at Comox in mid-October. Pintails were mainly young birds. Am. Widgeons were scarce until early November, when a flock of 400+, mainly young, went through. Scaup showed some improvement over recent years. Surf Scoters were above average in migration, with Red-breasted Mergansers very few (TP). The first Am. Widgeon, Shovellers, and Red-breasted Mergansers were at Victoria, Sept 29, with immature Shovellers, Oct. 16. Greater Scaup, Old-squaws, Buffleheads and Hooded Mergansers came in Oct. 15 to 18 (J. O. Clay, A. R. Davidson). A concentration of Mallards, Pintails, Green-winged Teal, Surf and White-winged Scoters was seen on the west coast of Vancouver Is., Nov. 10 (CJG). Pintails were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 30, with 500±, Oct. 10; Ruddy Ducks (12), Oct. 14; 13 female Buffleheads, Oct. 28; Greater Scaup (5) and Am. Golden-eyes (12), Nov. 29 (LK). About 500 Pintails were migrating high at the north end of L. Sammamish, King Co., Wash., Nov. 3 (WHR). Am. Widgeon arrived at Bellevue, Sept. 17; Canvas-backs, Nov. 4; Shovellers, Am. Golden-eyes, and Hooded Mergansers, Nov. 5; Ring-necked Ducks, Nov. 11, and Buffleheads, Nov. 18 (WH). Some Shovellers at Portland, Oct. 28, were early (OAS). Mr. Evenden was impressed by the absence of ducks at the S. Corvallis swamp, Sept. 5.

Shorebirds.—Small shorebirds were more in evidence at Comox. Greater Yellow-legs were better than average, with the Lesser Yellow-legs and Dowitchers about average. At Victoria, Ringed Plovers were seen, Aug. 24; Black-bellied Plovers, Oct. 1; Spotted Sandpipers, Oct. 12 (Victoria Natural History Society). A few Wandering Tattlers came in, July 15 (CJG), and remained until Sept. 11. Greater Yellow-legs, first adults, were seen, July 30, and the Lesser, Aug. 17 to Sept. 25. Other dates were: Pectoral Sandpipers, Aug. 13; Semipalmated Sandpipers, Aug. 20; Stilt Sandpiper, Aug. 28; Baird's, Sept. 13; Dowitchers, July 29 to Sept 30. About 250 Northern Phalaropes were seen, Aug. 31 (ARD). Greater Yellow-legs were at Blaine, July 28 to Oct. 15 (LK). Shorebirds began returning to the Seattle area about July 9, and were becoming abundant the last of August. Three immature Black-bellied Plovers were seen, Sept. 17. Fewer yellow-legs were reported in migration at Seattle, although many sandpipers passed through. Pectoral Sandpipers were the last to leave, Oct. 3. The rare Semipalmated Sandpiper was at the University swamp, Sept. 22-23 (VC). A Willet was seen at Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., Sept. 1-2 (Joan Laval). Lesser Yellow-legs (rare 
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migrants) were on Government Is., near Portland, Nov. 11, and Dowitchers, Sept. 17 (OAS).

Gulls, Terns.—California Gulls were at Victoria and Blaine, Aug. 15. They were back at Seattle in numbers the first part of August (McMannama). Short-billed Gulls (500±) were at Comox, July 31 (TP), and arrived at Victoria, Aug. 11 (JOC, ARD). Over 1,000 Bonaparte's Gulls were at Comox, July 31. They were at Victoria, July 18 to Oct. 5, and were last seen at Blaine, Nov. 5. Miss Cannon reported the uncommon Heermann's and Sabine's Gulls on upper Puget Sound, Aug. 27. Pearse reported 2 Heermann's in the same vicinity, Oct. 28. A Black-legged Kittiwake, a bird of the year, was the first seen by Pearse at Comox. Common Terns were at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 25 (VC).

Pigeons.—The status of Band-tailed Pigeons at Seattle was about the same. They were seen regularly at Bellevue during the period, 1 or a few, at times as many as 50 (Sept. 10), and 75 (Nov. 15 (WH). They nested during late August and early September on Mt. Tabor in Portland (OAS).

Owls.—Reports of Snowy Owls came from Comox (3); Blaine (1), Nov. 25; Bellevue, Nov. 17 (WH); and Nov. 25 (H. W. Beecher). A female was captured in Olympia, Wash., in mid-November (Daily Olympian), Five adult Saw-whet Owls, taken in the Victoria area, Oct. 14 to 19, will be banded and released (CJG). Another was seen, Nov. 7 (ARD). One found dead in Portland, Oreg., Nov. 19, is the second record for Multnomah Co. (OAS).

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—The migration of land birds at Comox was generally poor. The good weather was blamed. A wave of Common Nighthawks passed through, Aug. 18, with Black Swifts, Aug. 15 (TP). Common Nighthawks were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 25 (VNHS); at Blaine, Aug. 28 (LK); and at Bellevue, Nov. 7 (WH). Black Swifts were seen regularly at Bellevue, Aug. 15 to Sept. 28. Vaux's Swifts were last seen there, Sept. 10. A flock over W. Seattle, Oct. 5, was somewhat late (VC). Rufous Hummingbirds left Victoria, Aug. 30 (ARD); and Bellevue, Sept. 4 (WH). They were still at Woodburn, Marion Co., Oreg., Sept. 3 (FGE); Yellow-shafted Flickers are occasionally seen in the central part of this Region, where hybrids (Red X Yellow-shafted) are sometimes seen. Three Yellow-shafted Flickers were noted at Blaine, Nov. 9, and a hybrid male was noted (LK). A typical Yellow-shafted was seen at Portland, Nov. 18 (OAS).

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Olive-sided Flycatchers were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 14; and at Bellevue, Aug. 28. Traill's Flycatchers left Blaine and Bellevue, Aug. 28. The Western Flycatcher was last noted at Bellevue, Aug. 23. Violet-green Swallows left Victoria, Aug. 15; Barn Swallows, Sept. 10 (ARD). At Blaine; Cliff Swallows left, Aug. 25; Violet-greens, Sept. 2; and the Barn, Sept. 12. A pair of the latter species was feeding young on Aug. 31. Six or more Violet-green Swallows were noted at Seattle, Oct. 8 (McM). A flock of Barn Swallows was reported in SE Seattle, Oct. 1 (no later reports) (VC). Last dates at Bellevue were: Cliff Swallows, Aug. 31; Barn, Sept. 15; Violet-green, Sept. 25; Tree, Oct. 11; with Purple Martins, Sept. 16 (WH). Violet-green Swallows were still at Woodburn, Sept. 3, with Tree and Barn Swallows at Corvallis, Sept. 5 (FGE). 

Thrushes.—Am. Robins were few in migration at Comox. Olive-backed (Russet) Thrushes passed through in a wave, Aug. 18 (TP). Olive-backs left Victoria, Aug. 30 (ARD); and Bellevue, Aug. 27 (WH). Western Bluebirds were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 1, and at Blaine, Oct. 23. Hermit Thrushes were noted last at Victoria, Oct. 1 (JOC).

Pipits through Warblers.—Water Pipits were more numerous in migration at Comox, were noted at Victoria, Sept. 9; at Blaine, Sept. 28; and at Bellevue, Sept. 10. Common Starlings were reported in NE Portland, Oct. 28, and farther north on dairy lands, Nov. 19 (OAS). There were 3 reports of the Gray Shrike at Comox and 1 at Blaine (Oct. 27). Solitary Vireos passed through Comox in a wave, Aug. 18, and were not seen later. They were last reported at Victoria, Oct. 13 (JOC), and at Bellevue, Sept. 12, where the Red-eyed Vireo was last seen, Sept. 4 (WH). Warbling Vireos left Victoria, Aug. 13. Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers passed through Comox, Aug. 18. They were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 1 and 13, respectively. The Orange-crowned Warbler left Bellevue, Sept. 13; the Yellow, Aug. 25; and the Common Yellow-throat, Sept. 10. Black-throated Gray Warblers were there until Oct. 7. Black-capped Warblers were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 7.

Tanagers, Finches, Sparrows.—Western Tanagers passed through Comox, Aug. 18; were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 26; and at Bellevue, Sept. 12. Am. Goldfinches were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 25. Migrating sparrows seemed few at Comox, although Chipping Sparrows passed through in a wave, Aug. 18. They were last seen at Victoria on the same day, and at Bellevue, Aug. 31. White-crowned Sparrows were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 24 (ARD); and the Golden-crowned, Oct. 15 (JOC).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


CORRIGENDA

Corrections in Volume 4 should be made as follows: Page 179, col. 2: delete 5th and 6th lines from bottom of page and insert "(Tex., Brownsville); White Ibis, 1041 (Fla., Myakka) "Page 181, col. 2, line 40: change "(N.C., Washington)" to "(N.C., Wilmington). "Page 259, col. 1, line 6: change "Bolinas Bay" to "Bolinas Lagoon." Page 291, col. 2, line 37: change "Immigrant Pass" to "Emigrant Gap."

Audubon Field Notes, Volume 5, Number 1  36


The Winter Season, 1950-51

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho and eastern Washington the winter was, unlike the previous two winters, mild and pleasant. Throughout November and December there was little snow, and on only a few occasions were temperatures as low as 25° recorded. In January there were brief intervals when severe winter weather was experienced, but the snow that fell remained on the ground for only a few days. Until the latter part of the month the minimum temperature recorded was 17° on Jan. 7. On Jan. 29 and 30 the temperature dropped to -2°, with a maximum for those two days of 16°. February was again mild. with little snow, and few days when temperatures as low as the twenties were experienced. This relatively mild winter affected noticeably the birdlife of this area. Species such as the Mountain Bluebird and Cassin's Finch were recorded for the first time at this season of the year, and other species normally scarce, notably Audubon's Warbler and Brewer's Blackbird, were unusually plentiful. The outstanding feature of the winter, however, was the abundance of the Fringillidae. With the exception of the crossbills, conspicuously absent throughout the winter, finches of various species were noted in large numbers. For western Montana, Hand reports a long but not severe winter. He states, "In the Missoula area real winter weather set in early in November and continued unseasonably, but not severely cold, throughout the remainder of the month. This was followed by a period of moderate to fairly mild weather during December and most of January. On the night of Jan. 26 a severe blizzard covered most of the state and this was followed by a week of extreme cold with minimum temperatures at Missoula ranging from -9° to -19° and maximum between 0° and 4°. Then there followed a gradual temperature moderation which reached a maximum of 60° on Feb. 10. The remainder of February was near normal with temperatures ranging between 10° and 35°. Snowfall was slightly below normal throughout most of the winter.

Herons, Waterfowl.—A Great Blue Heron seen on the Snake River at Lewiston, Idaho, on Feb. 8 was the only record for the winter. At Moscow approximately 200 Mallards remained throughout the winter on Paradise Creek, a mile west of the city (Burleigh). In Montana (Hand) Canada Geese, as usual, could be noted in singles, pairs and small groups at any time along the Flathead River between Dixon and Paradise. A flock of 200 was reported in a field north of Flathead Lake, Feb. 11. Mallards wintered in somewhat greater numbers than usual in the Missoula area, several thousand being present in the Frenchtown Valley a few miles to the west, and a large number in the lower Bitter Root. A few Green-winged Teal remained with them, but not as many as in previous winters. Am. Golden-eyes were not as common as usual, but wintered in small numbers. At Great Falls in December flocks totaling several hundred were seen. A male Barrow's Golden-eye with several females was noted near Craig, between Helena and Great Falls, on Dec. 7. A single female Bufflehead was seen at Missoula, Dec. 14, and Am. Mergansers wintered in small numbers.

Hawks.—At Moscow, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk, and Sparrow Hawk wintered as usual in small numbers, an occasional bird being observed from time to time. The Rough-legged Hawk was seen on Jan. 16 and March 20 (Burleigh). In Montana (Hand) Sharp-shinned Hawks were noted frequently in and about Missoula, and a Cooper's Hawk was seen along the river just west of town on Jan. 14 (his third winter record for the state in 14 years). Several Golden Eagles were noted near the Continental Divide between Missoula and Helena, and a few along the Missouri River brakes north of Helena in early December. One of the outstanding features of the winter was the prevalence Bald Eagles along the Clark Fork and Flathead Rivers. These birds were seen frequently, sometimes in pairs, and mostly adults, throughout the month of February. On one occasion 2 birds were seen within 2 miles of the center of Missoula. Others were noted at intervals down the river for 150 miles, particularly between Dixon and Perma, and from Trout Creek to Noxon. At least 2 Pigeon Hawks wintered in Missoula, one being still present on March 3. One individual seen in and near Greenough Park on the northern outskirts of town was extremely dark with broad prominent breast markings, suggesting the possibility of its representing the race suckleyi.

Grouse and Pheasants.—In Montana, the native grouse (Blue, Ruffed and Franklin's) are apparently recovering from the low ebb in their cycle of abundance, being more frequently observed now than for the past 8 or 10 years. European Partridges have not yet fully recovered from the losses of the last 2 severe winters, but Ring-necked Pheasants wintered well and are plentiful (Hand).

Gulls, Doves.—A single Ring-billed Gull seen on the Snake River at Lewiston, Idaho, on Feb. 8 is the first winter record for this species in this area (Burleigh). The Mourning Dove was noted at Moscow for the first time during the winter months, single birds being seen on Dec. 28 and Jan. 19. At Lewiston a flock of 6 was observed on Dec. 13 (Burleigh).
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Owls.—Snowy Owls were reported throughout the winter both in northern Idaho and eastern Washington, and were seemingly as common as during the past winter. The latest record for Idaho is that of a bird seen at Genesee, in Latah County, on Feb. 8. A Long-eared Owl seen at Moscow on Jan. 19 is the second winter record in 4 years for this part of the state. Short-eared Owls were again numerous in the open Palouse country. On Jan. 24, at Genesee, 12 were seen late in the afternoon, flying low over the open fields, or resting on the top of a fence post (Burleigh).

Kingfishers through Jays.—The Belted Kingfisher again wintered in small numbers in the Palouse, single birds being seen at Ahsahka, Clearwater Co., Idaho, Jan. 7, and at Pullman, Wash., Jan. 14. The Yellow-shafted Flicker, rarely observed in northern Idaho, was noted at Lewiston, Jan, 21, and at Moscow, Jan. 29 (Burleigh). The Red-shafted Flicker was present throughout the winter in its usual numbers at Moscow (Burleigh), and also at Missoula (Hand). For the first time since 1948, the Clarke's Nutcracker appeared at Moscow, and was plentiful from late September until March on the wooded ridges about the town. Small flocks were seen until early January, and although only infrequently seen during the latter part of the winter, a single bird was noted as late as March 20 (Burleigh).

Nuthatches through Shrikes.—Red-breasted Nuthatches were as usual, common and frequently observed throughout the winter both at Moscow (Burleigh) and at Missoula (Hand). The Rock Wren was seen at Steptoe Butte, Wash., on Dec. 17, and at Lewiston, Idaho, Jan. 1 (Burleigh). One flock of approximately 30 Am. Robins wintered within the city limits of Moscow (Burleigh), while at Missoula they were present during the winter but in smaller numbers than usual (Hand). The Mountain Bluebird was noted for the first time this winter in the open Palouse country. In previous years none were observed later than early November, but this year single males were seen at Kamiak Butte, Whitman Co., Wash., Dec. 2 (Yokum), and at Moscow, Dec. 24 (Burleigh). The Townsend's Solitaire, always scarce during the winter in northern Idaho, was noted at Moscow, Dec. 19 and 25, and Jan. 30 (Burleigh), while at Missoula (Hand) it was unusually common and observed throughout the winter. The Bohemian Waxwing did not appear at Moscow until Jan. 1 (unusually late), but large flocks were then present almost daily through Feb. 1. At Missoula the first flock was seen on Nov. 23, and large flocks were then much in evidence until early February (Hand). The Cedar Waxwing was recorded but once at Moscow, a single bird on Jan. 27 (Burleigh), while at Missoula small flocks were seen until the middle of February, when they suddenly disappeared (Hand). The Gray Shrike was again fairly common in the open Palouse country, being first observed at Pullman, Wash. on Oct. 26 and almost daily thereafter until the end of March (March 18 at Moscow, and March 24 at Clarkston, Wash.) (Burleigh). An occasional bird was seen at Missoula from late December through the first of February (Hand).

Warblers.—In previous years the Audubon's Warbler was rarely seen during the winter months in northern Idaho, but possibly because of the relatively mild weather during November and December this hardy species was found in surprisingly large numbers at Lewiston in January and February. On Jan. 24, and again on Feb. 8, flocks totaling fully 50 individuals were seen in the willows and cottonwoods bordering the Snake River (Burleigh).

Blackbirds.—The Western Meadowlark was again common at Lewiston throughout the winter, the maximum number seen being approximately 60 on January 24 (Burleigh). A single bird was noted at Missoula on Feb. 4 (Hand). For the second time in 4 years the Brewer's Blackbird was recorded during the winter in northern Idaho, a flock of possibly 60 birds being noted at Lewiston Jan. 21, and Feb. 8 (Burleigh).

Finches and Sparrows.—The outstanding feature of the winter of 1950-51 was the abundance of the Fringillidae in northern Idaho and eastern Washington. Cassin's Finches, heretofore unrecorded in this area in the winter, were actually plentiful, numerous flocks being seen from the middle of December through January, February, and early March. The largest number observed at one time was a flock containing fully 100 individuals, feeding in an open field at Potlatch, Jan. 13. Pine Siskins, normally present in small numbers, literally swarmed. During the shortest field trip it was possible to see numerous flocks totaling hundreds of individuals. The largest flock observed was one at Lewiston, on Jan. 21, estimated to contain fully 2,000 birds! The first Redpolls appeared on Jan. 12 at Viola (8 miles north of Moscow), small flocks being then seen at frequent intervals through March 24. The largest flock noted contained approximately 200 individuals, and was seen at Palouse, Wash., Jan. 31. The Pine Grosbeak appeared for the first time in four years in the open Palouse country, small flocks being frequently seen from early December through March 22, feeding in the thickets and underbrush fringing the streams. Evening Grosbeaks were more abundant than usual, large flocks being noted almost daily. Of interest also were 3 Spotted Towhees observed at Moscow, Jan. 19, and 3 White-crowned (Gambel's) Sparrows on Jan. 8, also at Moscow; these species are rarely seen during the winter months (Burleigh). In western Montana, Evening Grosbeaks were extremely common, and Pine Grosbeaks were fairly common for the first time in several years. Redpolls were noted at Missoula in large flocks and Pine Siskins in smaller numbers. Oregon Juncos and Am. Tree Sparrows occurred in maximum numbers, but Song Sparrows were scarce and only infrequently observed (Hand).—THOMAS. D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow.
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The Winter Season, 1950-51

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Throughout most of the region the weather during the past winter was comparatively mild and dry. This was particularly true of the Salt Lake valley and the southern part of the region, and many birds that are not common winter residents remained much later than usual, and some stayed on throughout the winter. In the Bear River valley the mild winter was broken by a short cold spell during the last 10 days of January and the first few days of February, with temperatures dropping below zero on 3 days. This short cold spell was followed by exceptionally warm weather in mid-February, and the spring migration of waterfowl started from 10 days to 2 weeks earlier than usual. A small flock of Evening Grosbeaks, 25 to 30, wintered in the Russian Olive trees at the Bear River Refuge headquarters; this is the first record of these birds wintering on the Refuge. C. W. Lockerbie reports that one of the unusual features of the past winter in the vicinity of Salt Lake City was the behavior of the waxwings, Evening Grosbeak, and Purple Finches. Only a few reports came in on the Bohemian Waxwing until late March; on the other hand, Cedar Waxwings that do not winter here ordinarily, save as stragglers, were reported on several occasions throughout the winter. Only a few reports came in on Evening Grosbeaks until the latter part of January; since then they have been observed regularly in flocks of from 10 to as many as 300, and continued common throughout March.

Grebes and Pelicans.—Six Western Grebes were observed as late as Jan. 1 at Bear River Refuge, and the first spring arrivals were noted on March 19. Sheldon Dart reported 2 Western Grebes at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on Feb. 26, and 25 present on March 31. Approximately 30 Pied-billed Grebes wintered at Bear River Refuge. R. C. Erickson reported the first Western Grebe at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on March 19; they were common by the 31st; he also reported one White Pelican wintering at Malheur. Six White Pelicans were observed at B.R.R. as late as Jan. 1, and the first spring arrivals were observed on March 19.

Cormorants and Herons.—R. C. Erickson reported the first Double-crested Cormorant on March 27 and several more were seen by the end of the month at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. A few Great Blue Herons and Am. Egrets wintered on the area and became common by the end of the period The first Double-crested Cormorants arrived at Bear River Refuge on March 15, and 120 were counted at the end of the month; the first Am. Bittern was seen in this area on Feb. 12, Black-crowned Night Herons arrived on Feb. 23, and the Snowy Egret, March 26.

Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans were winter residents at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., with a peak concentration of 6,000 noted on March 5 (RCE); at the Bear River Refuge 1,150 were observed on Jan. 1, and a peak of 2,375 on March 15. Twenty five Whistling Swans arrived at Deer Flat Refuge, near Nampa, Idaho, Jan. 23, and had departed by end of March (Dart); 45 were counted at Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., on March 22 and some were still present at the end of the period (MCA). Lockerbie reported that a few Whistling Swans wintered at New State Gun Club west of Salt Lake City, and 192 Canada Geese were counted on Jan. 28 in Skull Valley, Tooele Co., Utah. Canada Geese wintered in the vicinity of Cedarville, Calif.; also 16 Cackling Geese were observed in this area on March 22 (MCA). Twenty White-fronted Geese were first observed at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on March 12, and 250 (Common) Canada Geese were counted in this area, Jan. 10 (Dart). At Malheur Refuge, the Canada Goose reached a peak of 9,000 on March 12; 1,000 Cackling Geese and 300 White-fronted Geese were also observed on this date; Lesser Snow Geese reached a peak of 35,000 by March 30 (RCE). About 200 Canada Geese arrived at Cokeville, Wyo., the latter part of March and appeared to be pairing off for nesting (Wm. O. Deshler). A few Canada Geese wintered at B.R.R., and by end of period 1,500 were on the area; the (Lesser) Snow Goose reached a peak of 8,000 at B.R.R. on March 15, but by end of March most had departed.

Ducks.—At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Mallards wintering on the area totaled 8,000 on Jan, 17; the Am. Widgeon (755) was first observed Jan. 10; Pintail (200) arrived on Jan. 17; Green-winged Teal (75), Bufflehead (25), and Am. Merganser (50) were first seen Feb. 19; small numbers of Gadwall, Shoveller, Redhead, and scaup arrived early in March (Dart). On March 31 an estimated 40,000 Mallards, 10,000 Gadwall, 26,000 Am. Widgeon, 80,000 Pintail, 12,000 Green-winged Teal, 12,000 Canvas-backs, 8,000 Lesser Scaup, 1,000 Buffleheads, 5,000 Ruddy Ducks, and 400 Am. Mergansers were using the Malheur Refuge, Burns, Oreg. (RCE). Mallards, Pintail, and Redhead in large numbers, and a few Canvas-backs, were observed at Sheldon Refuge, Calif., March 22 (MCA). Deshler reported that by the end of March no duck concentrations had come into the Cokeville, Wyo., area for nesting 
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although the weather had been very good, duck migrations into this area appear to be later than last year. At B.R.R. 150 Mallards wintered, and their population reached 4000 by March 15; the first Pintails arrived on Feb. 12 and their number had increased to 15,000 by March 15; Green-winged Teal, first seen on Feb. 16, reached population of 20,000 by end of period; other first arrival dates include: Ruddy Duck, Feb. 3; Canvasback, Feb. 14; Bufflehead, Feb. 23; Redhead and Am. Widgeon, Feb. 24; Shoveller, Feb. 26; Golden-eye, Feb. 28; Gadwall and Lesser Scaup, March 3, and Cinnamon Teal, March 6.

Vultures and Hawks.—One Turkey Vulture was noted on the date March 26 at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo., by Don Watson. At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the first Turkey Vulture was seen, Feb. 18, and they became common by March 22 (RCE). The Golden Eagle, Marsh Hawk, and Red-tailed Hawk were fairly common winter residents at the Sheldon Nat'l. Antelope Refuge, near Cedarville, Calif.; the first Prairie Falcon was observed in this area on March 24, and the Sparrow Hawk first seen, March 16 (CMA). Sheldon Dart reported 1 Marsh Hawk first observed, Feb. 15, and 2 Sparrow Hawks, March 15, at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho. Marsh Hawks, Rough-legged Hawks, and Red-tailed Hawks were common winter residents near Salt Lake City, and 2 Golden Eagles wintered in this area (CWL). A Bald Eagle was seen, March 25, near Wellington, Utah; 3 at Morgan, Utah, March 16; and a Golden Eagle near Croydon, Utah, March 15 (Harold Higgins). At B.R.R. 2 Rough-legged Hawks, 1 Golden Eagle, 50 Bald Eagles, 20 Marsh Hawks, and 5 Peregrine Falcons were noted on March 15.

Cranes, Coot.—Near Cedarville, Calif., 350 Sandhill Cranes were observed on March 22 (MCA). Large flocks of Sandhill Cranes migrated through the San Luis Valley near Alamosa, Colo., the middle of March; 204 were counted in one field on March 18 (Mr. and Mrs. Robert Armagast). Eighteen were observed on March 22 near Nampa, Idaho, which is the first record of Sand-hill Cranes in this area for several years (Dart). Two arrived at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on Feb. 18, and 50 were observed on March 19 (RCE). At B.R.R. 32 were noted on March 9. Am. Coots wintered at Malheur Refuge, and reached a peak of 20,000 by March 31 (RCE).

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Doves.—Winter observations of Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Long-billed Curlew, Willet, Am. Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Herring Gull, California Gull, and large numbers of Ring-billed Gulls were reported by Lockerbie between Salt Lake City and Bear River Refuge. At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the first arrival dates include, Killdeer, Jan. 25; Greater Yellow-legs, March 25; California Gull, March 12; and Ring-billed Gull, March 18 (RCE). At B.R.R. the Killdeer, Am. Avocet and Herring Gull arrived on Feb. 18, Lesser Yellow-legs on March 3, Wilson's Snipe on March 11, and Long-billed Curlew on March 30. Mourning Doves first arrived at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on Feb. 12, and 50 were noted on March 31 (FSD); at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo., 2 were first observed on March 31 (DW).

Owls, Woodpeckers.—Horned Owls were winter residents at Sheldon Refuge, near Cedarville, Calif.; on March 22 a nest containing 4 eggs was found (MCA). Lockerbie reported several winter observations of Long-eared and Short-eared Owls, and a single observation of the Screech Owl and Horned Owl near Salt Lake City. Two Short-eared Owls were noted through the period at B.R.R., and their number increased to 20 by March 1. Several hundred Red-shafted Flickers were noted on March 21 at the peak of migration at Sheldon Refuge, Calif. (MCA). Red-shafted Flickers were common all winter near Salt Lake City, while the Yellow-bellied (Red-naped) Sapsucker, William-son's Sapsucker, Hairy Woodpecker, and Downy Woodpecker were occasionally observed in that area (CWL).

Passerine Birds.—Say's Phoebe arrived at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., March 4; Tree Swallow, March 23; Western Meadowlark, March 5; and the Evening Grosbeak arrived on Dec. 29 and left by Jan. 19 (RCE). Two Oregon Juncos were observed on Feb. 20 at Alamosa, Colo., by Armagast, who reports that this is his first record of this species in the area in his three and one-half years as a cooperator. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported that no Bohemian Waxwings were seen in central Wyoming during past season; Evening Grosbeaks were common in that area during the period. The Horned Lark is the most common bird at Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., and was present in the area throughout the period; other winter residents were Am. Magpie, Common Raven, Am. Robin, Gray Shrike, Common Starling, Cassin's Finch, and Oregon Junco (MCA). Lockerbie reported the unusual occurrence of the Cassin's Finch in mid-winter at several points in northern Utah; he also reported the following birds as common during the winter near Salt Lake City: Black-capped Chickadee, Am. Robin, Common Starling, Western Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, House Finch, Am. Goldfinch, Pine Siskin, Spotted Towhee, Oregon Junco, and Song Sparrow; also occasional winter observations of the Am. Dipper, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Hermit Thrush, Bohemian Waxwing, Cedar Waxwing, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red Crossbill, Slate-colored Junco, and Pink-sided Junco.—VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


The Winter Season, 1950-51

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—December was unusually mild and wet throughout the region. Minimum temperatures were generally above freezing all month. Rainfall was distributed throughout the month. January was moderately cold, wet and very windy. Snowfall was deficient in the southern and central part. Comox had 1½ feet of snow in mid-January. February was divided into 2 parts. The first half was warm and very wet; snow melted. The second half was cool and dry. There was extensive flooding of lowland, due to snowmelt. An unexpected cooling and snowfall the first 2 weeks in March caught some birds nest building. A mean temperature of 42.6° at Seattle set a record for March. A foot of snow fell at Comox. An accumulated 27 in. at Blaine persisted in protected places to March 24. The weather quickly moderated the last half, and was near normal. The late departure of several summer residents was reported, together with a lingering through winter of some others. There was a very poor crop of Madrona berries in the Puget Sound area. This resulted in poor autumn and winter food for Band-tailed Pigeons, Am. Robins, waxwings, and a number of other species that normally concentrate on these trees. These species apparently did not migrate south because of this, but remained in their usual areas for only short periods, and then were hard to find as they searched for other food (Garrett Eddy). Green Lake in Seattle was poisoned by the State Game Department to eliminate scrap fish. This made the lake unattractive to water birds for the present, besides killing many. Figures given in the Christmas census are omitted in this report. It is regrettable that there are still no comprehensive reports from western Oregon.

Loons through Herons.—All loons were scarce at Comox, except in mid-December, when 100 Arctic Loons followed herring into the Bay. Red-necked and Horned Grebes were average; Western below average. Red-necked Grebes left during the cold weather (Theed Pearse). Red-necked and Horned Grebes were less than usual in the Seattle area (Zella McMannama Schultz). At least 100 Pelagic Cormorants were after herring in Comox Bay in mid-December. On March 18, 25 Double-crested Cormorants were noted there. Great Blue Herons had either gone south, or succumbed to the cold weather (TIP).

Geese and Ducks.—Wintering geese, both Canada and Snow, were about average on the delta of the Skagit River. The ratio of adults to young was greater than last year (Wash. Game Dept). A resident of 30 years in this region reported more ducks at the beginning of the season than for several years, especially Mallards. He noted fewer ducks the rest of the season, but the birds had probably spread out over the valley fields, which were unusually, and constantly flooded (GE). Black Brant were first seen at Seattle on Feb. 28, and arrived by the hundreds the last of March (Violet Cannon and ZMS). They were at Blaine, Jan. 12 (47), and on March 22 (150+), but there were not as many as last year at this time (Lucile Kline). Brant at Comox were down in numbers so far. They fared badly at the end of the hunting season, which was extended to the end of February, and the movement north reached Comox earlier than usual (TP). Mrs. Kline reported that 145 Mallards at Blaine, Jan. 16, was a great increase over the last few years. At Comox Mallards were generally below average; Am Widgeon were scarce all winter; scaup, Am. Golden-eyes and Harlequin Ducks were about average. Old-squaws (75) were noted, Feb. 5. Surf and White-winged Scoters showed a big drop 
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in numbers; some Am. Scoters wintered (unusual) (TP). About 30 to 40 Gadwall and 50+ Green-winged Teal at the S. Seattle tidal swamps, March 19, appeared to be paired (ZMS). Some Shovellers at Bellevue, Dec. 17, were in full breeding plumage (Walter Hagenstein). Miss Cannon reported less sea ducks in the Seattle area this winter.

Hawks, Eagles.—One Goshawk was reported at Comox in December. A Rough-legged Hawk collected by H. M. Laing, was the 5th record for Vancouver Is. Bald Eagles were scarcer than ever; 2 were killed in the Comox area this winter. An Osprey reported, Dec. 26, was most unusual (TP). A Bald Eagle was seen at Bellevue, Dec. 5 (WH). Pigeon Hawks seemed to be more plentiful in West Seattle (VC).

Shorebirds.—Killdeer, usually winter residents at Comox, left before the cold weather. One Black-bellied Plover was heard, Feb. 16. Red-backed Sandpipers were very few, and Black Turnstones below normal (TP). Wilson's Snipe were seen at Bellevue, March 18 (WH). They were first seen at Blaine, Dec. 1 (2); last seen, March 9 (2) (LK). A Willet was seen for the first time at Seattle; observed many times on salt water shores, once on fresh water (VC). Greater Yellow-legs were first seen at Blaine, March 28 (5). Only 4 Dowitchers were reported throughout the winter at Seattle, and those were seldom seen (VC). No Glaucous Gulls were seen at Comox. Glaucous-winged Gulls were few, except when herring were in the Bay; over 1,200 were seen, March 18 (TP). About 200 Short-billed Gulls were at the S. Seattle swamps, March 19. All alcids, such as Pigeon Guillemots, Common Murres, Marbled Murrelets, Cassin's Auklets, were less than usual in the area of Seattle (ZMS).

Pigeons, Owls, Woodpeckers.—No great concentration of Band-tailed Pigeons was reported. They were noted in small numbers at Bellevue during March, the greatest number being 13 (WH). A long-time resident at La Conner on the Skagit River flats reported the largest Snowy Owl invasion in over 30 years (GE). They were reported on Samish Is., Edson, Anacortes and the La Conner Flats, Jan. 7 (H. W. Beecher, Jr.). In the vicinity of Blaine, 7 were seen from Dec. 19 to Jan. 2 (LK). Pearse reported that the influx in British Columbia included the Queen Charlotte Is. The movement started the middle of November. At least 30 were reported. Many were killed. One or 2 remained on the Comox Spit all winter, where there was a colony of voles; last noted March 9 (TP). They were in the Seattle area mole of the period (VC). One was reported in the business section of Seattle the first few days of January (HWB). They were seen at Long Beach, Wash., near the mouth of the Columbia River, Dec. 10 (A. S. Lazarus). Many found their way to taxidermists' shops. Woodpeckers were still few at Comox; 7 Red-shafted Flickers were on the Spit, Dec. 26, apparently not bothered by the Snowy Owls.

Passerine Birds.—Mrs. Schultz thought the small land bird population at Seattle was about normal. Swallows arrived about on schedule, in some places overtaking the late snowfall. Violet-greens arrived in the Seattle area, March 17; Tree Swallows, March 16 (WH, VC). Violet-greens were at Blaine, March 18, and at Comox, March 20. An immature Barn Swallow remained in the University arboretum at Seattle as late as Jan. 1 (Joan Laval). No Steller's Jays were seen at Comox. The winter population of crows was low; there was generally an odd hesperis in flocks of caurinus. There were no mixed flocks of chickadees, nuthatches and Golden-crowned Kinglets (TP). Bushtits, which invaded Vancouver Island 5 years ago, seemed to be prospering at Victoria; a flock of 28 was seen, Oct. 1, and 20 on March 7 (A. R. Davidson). Brown Creepers, resident in timbered areas, came into Seattle proper; they were seen in several districts (VC), and in the NE section from Jan. 5 to March 22 (Florence Grove). Small flocks of Am. Robins were seen in the same area during January and February; from March 3 to March 10 they congregated in flocks of over 100; snow was on the ground. Varied Thrushes were seen at Blaine, Nov. 28 to March 12 and 2 Western Bluebirds, Feb. 20 to March 21 (LK). Bluebirds undoubtedly wintered at Victoria; 6 were seen on the Christmas Count, and 6, Feb. 16 (ARD). Hermit Thrushes were seen at Bellevue, Dec. 22 (WH), Water Pipits wintered at Victoria; 20 were seen, March 8 (ARD). The irregular Bohemian Waxwing was seen at Bellevue, Dec. 25; it was first noted at Comox, Dec. 8, but did not stay. Some Western Meadowlarks survived at Comox, and began to sing when the weather moderated; usually in large flocks at Blaine, they were seen only in threes this winter. A flock of 40 Evening Grosbeaks was noted in NE Seattle, Dec. 25; regularly in less numbers until March 9 (FG). Only a few Purple Finches were at Comox, in January. A flock of 43 was seen at Blaine, Jan. 11. There were none of the usual flocks of Pine Siskins at Comox; an occasional bird was seen. The first Siskin of the winter at Blaine was seen, March 25. A flock of about 80 was in NE Seattle in March. Am. Goldfinches appeared to be scarce in the Seattle area, but some Red Crossbills were in the vicinity all winter (VC). Red Crossbills were occasionally heard at Comox. Of 12 Spotted Towhees banded at Comox, only the ones banded later in the period repeated in the trap. This may have indicated a southward movement late in the year (TP). The breeding population of Savannah and White-crowned Sparrows wintered at Seattle (VC). Savannah Sparrows at Blaine, March 18, were late. White-crowns (11) were first seen on March 19 (LK). Oregon Juncos at Comox declined in numbers again, after showing some improvement last year. A flock of 6 Golden-crowned Sparrows came to Comox in mid-December and stayed. This is the first time Mr. Pearse has known them to winter. Song Sparrows there were mating, Feb. 12. A Snow Bunting 
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at Blaine, Nov. 2, was a first for Mrs. Kline.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1951

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The month of April was marked by a prolonged drought which was not broken until the 28th of the month; during May both precipitation and temperature were close to normal. At Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand reported that vegetation was somewhat backward, and at both Missoula and Moscow, Idaho, the arrival of spring migrants was a little later than usual. Despite the 
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absence of adverse weather conditions the spring migration proved rather disappointing in the vicinity of Moscow. This was especially true of the smaller passerines. In no previous spring migration have so few flycatchers, vireos, or warblers been seen. On April 25, and again on May 8, there was a noticeable movement of such transients, but otherwise the stream bottoms and wooded ridges were singularly devoid of birdlife. Rather perplexing was the appearance of the Fox Sparrow this spring. Although noted in past years as early as March 8 it was actually May 8 before the first bird appeared in Moscow, and ten days later before this species was present in normal numbers. The first bird noted on May 8 was collected, and found to be a female with ovaries but slightly enlarged. This was in striking contrast to 1950 when young birds already out of the nest were seen at Potlatch on May 14. Unless otherwise specified the Idaho notes refer to the northern part of the State and were personally taken, and the Montana notes were supplied by R. L. Hand. An asterisk accompanying Montana records indicates that observations were not continuous and that the species may have arrived from 2 or 3 to 10 days earlier.

Loons, Grebes and Herons.—Two Common Loons were seen at Flathead Lake, Mont., April 19, and 4 or 5 at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake Co., Mont., April 28, along with a few Western Grebes.* At Moscow the Eared Grebe was first noted on May 8. A Red-necked Grebe was found at Coeur d'Alene, April 13 (Hand). Great Blue Herons arrived rather early in the Missoula area (March 25), where a few sometimes winter. 

Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were rather common between April 1 and 19 in various parts of Flathead, Lake and Mineral Counties, but were not noted in the vicinity of Missoula. The heaviest migratory movement of Canada Geese in western Montana occurred between Feb. 22 and March 23. A pair lingered in the Missoula area throughout May and may nest there. Large migrating flocks of Snow Geese passed over during the night and early morning of April 9. The first noticeable influx of migrating Mallards joined the local wintering flocks, Feb. 25. The first Pintails arrived on March 23 but this species was much less common than usual, especially in the Missoula area. Am. Widgeon arrived on March 25 and were also in less than the usual numbers, but outnumbered the Pintails 5 or 6 to 1. Both species were last seen at Kicking Horse, April 28, and had left the Missoula area somewhat earlier. Green-winged Teal appeared in numbers (a few had wintered) at Missoula on March 25, were common throughout April, and a few remained until May 13; they nest in some areas of western Montana. Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal* were first noted at Ninepipe Reservoir in Lake County, Mont., May 9. Both of these teal nest in western Montana, the former, commonly near Missoula. Shovellers appeared on April 28 at Kicking Horse, where they nest, and were seen near Missoula during May. Wood Ducks first appeared at Missoula on March 25 (early), Redhead* on April 19, Canvasback* on April 28 and Lesser Scaup* on April 17. The three latter were at Kicking Horse and Ninepipe Reservoirs 'but were not noted near Missoula. At Moscow the Blue-winged Teal was first seen on May 7, Cinnamon Teal on May 8, Shoveller on May 8, Lesser Scaup on April 29, Bufflehead on May 5, and Ruddy Duck on April 29. The first Pintails were seen at Genesee, Idaho, Feb. 21, while at Potlatch, Idaho, the first Wood Ducks were seen on March 21 (early), and 2 Am. Mergansers were noted on the Palouse River, April 12. Wintering Am. Golden-eyes were last noted at Missoula, April 1, but a pair of Barrow's Golden-eyes appeared near there on April 22. A lone male Bufflehead was seen at Kicking Horse, April 28. A Harlequin drake (rare except in the mountains) was noted at the Higgins Avenue Bridge in Missoula, May 8. A pair of Ruddy Ducks appeared at Missoula on May 6 (not common here), and the Hooded Mergansers arrived, April 8. There was no noticeable migratory movement of Am. Mergansers, which are resident there.

Vultures and Hawks.—A lone Turkey Vulture arrived at Missoula, Mont., April 8, and the local colony had increased to 13 by the 27th of May. No wintering Sharp-shins had been seen there since late February, but as usual there was a moderate flight during the early part of May. The first Red-tailed Hawk arrived there, April 8 (late), and was nesting a week later. A Golden Eagle was seen on March 28 near the Continental Divide south of Butte. At Moscow the last Rough-legged Hawk was seen on March 20. The first Osprey appeared on the Snake River at Lewiston on April 28. The first Marsh Hawk* was seen on April 17 near Kalispell, Mont., where they occasionally winter. The last of 2 or 3 wintering Pigeon Hawks was noted on March 3, but a migrant was seen just west of Missoula, April 19. The first Sparrow Hawk arrived at Missoula, March 25, but the species did not become common until a month later (they winter there also).

Coots, Shorebirds and Gulls.—The Am. Coot was first seen in the Missoula area on April 17, and at Potlatch, Idaho, on May 2; it probably wintered on Flathead Lake. The Killdeer reached Genesee, Idaho, Feb. 13 (early), and Missoula, where it rarely winters, on March 24. The Wilson's Snipe, often quite frequent in winter, was not noted at Missoula until April 28, but now appears to be nesting there. Arrival dates at Moscow were as follows: Spotted Sandpiper, May 5 (over a week early); Solitary Sandpiper, April 26 (last seen, May 10); Greater Yellow-legs, April 26 
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(last seen, May 8); Wilson's Phalarope (rare), May 8 and 14; and Bonaparte's Gull, May 8 (my first record for northern Idaho). The Am. Avocet reached Ninepipe Reservoir on April 28, the Wilson's Phalarope arrived at Missoula on May 15, and a Ring-billed Gull was observed at Lewiston on May 4 (my first spring record for northern Idaho).

Doves through Woodpeckers.—The Mourning Dove arrived at Moscow, May 2, and at Missoula, May 12; the Vaux's Swift at Moscow, May 11, at Missoula, May 27; the Rufous Hummingbird at Moscow, May 9, at Missoula, May 12; the Calliope Hummingbird at Moscow, May 8, Missoula, May 12. The Snowy Owl, frequently reported throughout the winter, lingered rather late. It was noted at Moscow on April 4 (Virgil Pratt), and a specimen was taken at Craigmont, Idaho, April 8 (Barnett). The Belted Kingfisher reached Missoula on March 18 (first time in 13 years that it has not wintered there), and the Lewis's Woodpecker arrived there on May 19. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was early at Moscow, April 7, but was not recorded at Missoula until April 22.

Flycatchers through Vireos.—Arrival dates were as follows: Eastern Kingbird (Missoula), May 27; Western Kingbird (Lewiston), May 4 (a little late); Say's Phoebe (Lewiston), March 24 (very late); Traill's Flycatcher (Missoula), June 1; Hammond's Flycatcher (Moscow), May 8 (late); Western Wood Pewee (Missoula), May 27; Tree Swallow (Missoula), March 26 (not common until a month later); Violet-green Swallow (Lewiston), March 24; Bank Swallow (Lewiston), May 4; Rough-winged Swallow (Genesee, Idaho), April 21; Barn Swallow (Charlo, Lake Co., Mont.), April 28 (unusually early); Cliff Swallow (Lewiston), April 21 (unusually late); Am. Crow (Missoula), March 20; House Wren (Moscow), May 5; Catbird (Missoula), May 27; Varied Thrush (Moscow), Jan. 27 (first record since late fall; noted daily during first two weeks of February; plentiful by Feb. 16); Hermit Thrush (Moscow), May 11; Veery (Moscow), May 15; Mountain Bluebird (Moscow), Feb. 19 (Hand); Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Moscow), April 5; Water Pipit (Genesee), April 21 (last noted at Pullman, Wash., April 24); Loggerhead Shrike (Moscow), May 15 (my first record for northern Idaho); Starling (Missoula), general influx of migrants on March 23 (some remain all winter); Solitary Vireo (Moscow), May 8 (a little late); Red-eyed Vireo (Missoula), May 18 (not common until May 27); and Warbling Vireo (Missoula), May 20. The Bohemian Waxwing was last noted at Moscow on Feb. 1, and the Gray Shrike at Clarkston, Wash., March 24.

Warblers.—Arrivals for warblers were consistently later at Missoula than in northern Idaho as illustrated by the following first dates: Orange-crowned Warbler, April 27 at Moscow, May 8 at Missoula; Nashville Warbler, April 25 at Moscow, May 20 at Missoula where it is rare; Yellow Warbler, May 4 at Lewiston, May 8 at Missoula; Audubon's Warbler, April 19 at Potlatch, May 4 at Missoula; Macgillivray's Warbler, May 13 at Pullman, Wash., May 20 at Missoula; Co. Yellowthroat, May 15 at Moscow, May 1 Missoula; and Black-capped Warbler, May 11 at Moscow, May 27 at Missoula. Due to adverse weather conditions the latter species, which normally is gone by the latter part of May, lingered unusually late; it was last noted at Lewiston on June 6 and Moscow on June 7.

Blackbirds and Tanagers.—First arrivals were; Bobolink (Missoula), May 27; Western Meadowlark (Missoula), March 24 (first noticeable migration); Yellow-headed Blackbird (Missoula), May 13; Red-winged Blackbird (Potlatch), Feb. 18; Bullock's Oriole (Missoula), May 19; Brewer’s Blackbird (Moscow), April 2; Brown-headed Cowbird (Moscow), May 15; Western Tanager (Missoula), May 20.

Finches and Sparrows.—The Evening Grosbeak, which remained common at Missoula all winter, tapered off somewhat during April, then became abundant by mid-May; it has been noted in Missoula throughout the year and undoubtedly nests there. The Pine Grosbeak was fairly plentiful during the winter in northern Idaho, and was last noted at Viola on March 31. At Missoula wintering flocks of Pine Siskins were augmented by large numbers of migrants starting about March 18. The last wintering Am. Goldfinch at Missoula was seen there on March 11; the first spring migrant was noted on May 18, but the species did not become common until May 31. The Common Redpoll was last observed at Moscow on March 24 and the Am. Tree Sparrow at Lewiston Feb. 13. A typical adult Slate-colored Junco was studied at close range at Missoula on May 3. This species has been noted on a number of occasions in fall and winter but this is the first spring record.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


Spring Migration, 1951

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—As a result of the mild winter throughout most of the Region, with an exceptionally warm spell or spring thaw in mid-February, the spring migration of waterfowl and some of the other early migrants was from 10 days to 2 weeks earlier than usual. The weather during March was, in general, cold and windy, with the first three weeks in April mild and dry; this was 
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followed with cold stormy weather during the last week in April and throughout most of May. As a result of these abnormal weather conditions the spring migration was quite erratic. Our report for the previous period, ending March 31, covered most of the early migrants for the Region; therefore this report will include only the late arrivals and some of the early nesters. The heavy winds and rain during May did considerable damage to some of the ground-nesting birds, such as the Am. Avocets, Black-necked Stilts, Willets, Long-billed Curlews, and Killdeer, at the Bear River Refuge. However, some of these birds re-nested after the storms.

Grebes and Pelicans.—The first Eared Grebes at the Malheur Refuge in Oregon this spring were observed by R. C. Erickson on April 25 when 10 were seen. The first Pied-billed Grebe was noted on April 2. The Western and Pied-billed Grebes are nesting in their usual numbers at the Bear River Refuge. Sheldon Dart reported 50 Western Grebes and 50 White Pelicans at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on April 30. A census count made from an airplane on May 16 showed 230 White Pelicans present at Bear River Refuge, Utah.

Cormorants, Herons, and Ibis.—Double-crested Cormorants were first observed at Deer Flat Refuge on April 15, and 25 were noted on May 13. The first Black-crowned Night Herons were observed on April 15, and 20 Great Blue Herons were noted on May 30. At the Bear River Refuge, 77 Double-crested Cormorant nests were counted, and about 400 of these birds were present during the latter part of May. Also, 175 Great Blue Herons, 95 Black-crowned Night Herons, 550 White-faced Ibises, and approximately 500 Snowy Egrets were noted at the Bear River Refuge on May 16.

Waterfowl.—The spring migration of ducks and geese throughout the Great Basin, while starting somewhat earlier than usual, as reported in our last report, appeared to be about normal. At the time of our April 15 census, 1750 Whistling Swans were still present at the B.R.R.; by May 1 only 3 remained. At Deer Flat Refuge the last 2 Whistling Swans were observed on April 15. F. Sheldon Dart also reported 15 White-fronted Geese on April 26, and 38 Canada Geese present on May 15. He also reported the first brood of young Canada Geese seen on the Snake River on April 13. R. C. Erickson reported the first brood of Canada Geese observed at Malheur Refuge on May 1. He also reported the Canada Goose hatch at Malheur very low this year, probably the lowest in 10 years. The first brood of young Canada Geese was observed at Bear River Refuge on April 25, and 337 broods were counted on May 24. The first Blue-winged Teal were noted at Deer Flat Refuge on April 1, and 200 were estimated on May 30. Cinnamon Teal were observed on April 5, and 250 were present on May 30 (FSD). The first Wood Duck for the season was noted at Malheur Refuge on April 25, and 2 Blue-winged Teal on May 2.

Shorebirds and Gulls.—At the Deer Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, the Am. Avocet was first observed on April 24, and the Black-necked Stilt on April 19; the latter species became common by May 30; Ring-billed and California Gulls arrived the first of April and were abundant by the end of the period; Wilson's Snipe (1), which arrived on April 6, is rare in this area (FSD). First arrivals at the Malheur Refuge, Ore., include the Long-billed Curlew (2), April 2, Franklin's Gull (5), April 25, and Forster's Tern (1), April 25; the Long-billed Curlew and Am. Avocet were common by April 7 (RCE). Dart reported that there was very little migration into or from the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, during April and May; the bulk of the waterfowl had moved by April 1. At Bear River Refuge the Long-billed Curlew arrived on March 30, and was common by the end of the period; Black-bellied Plover, May 15; Wilson's Snipe, March 11; Lesser Yellow-legs, March 3; Dowitcher, April 23; Marbled Godwit, April 16; Black-necked Stilt, April 1; Wilson's Phalarope, May 2; Franklin's Gull, April 13; Bonaparte's Gull, May 3; Forster's Tern, May 2; and Caspian Tern, April 15. By the end of the period Killdeer, Am. Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, California Gull, Franklin's Gull, and Forster's Tern were abundant at B.R.R.; a nesting survey during the period May 17 to May 22 revealed 3643 California Gull nests, 12 Caspian Tern nests, and 530 Am. Avocet nests.

Owls.—A Flammulated Owl was observed on April 8 at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (RCE). At B.R.R. 50 Short-eared Owls were observed, May 31.

Passerine Birds.—Robert and Julia Armagast reported Yellow Warblers were first seen at Alamosa, Colo., on May 7 in usual migration numbers, Am. Goldfinches in usual numbers on May 9; and 2 Common Yellowthroats were noted just west of Alamosa, May 20; also a male Bobolink was observed at Alamosa on May 20, which is very unusual as none of the local residents questioned could recall having seen or heard of a Bobolink in this area in the past (Armagast). At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Violet-green Swallow arrived (1) on April 6; Am. Goldfinch (1), May 2; and the Western Tanager (1), May 9 (RCE). First arrival dates at B.R.R. include the Violet-green Swallow (2), April 10; Cliff Swallow (12), April 10; Brewer's Blackbird (3), April 8; Barn Swallow (2), April 15; Pink-sided Junco (1), May 5; Yellow Warbler (1), May 17; Audubon's Warbler (1), May 18; and Bullock's Oriole (1), May 19.—VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.
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Spring Migration, 1951

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The weather in general was fine and sunny, with temperatures in April above normal, and precipitation much below normal (1.16 in. in Washington, the 2nd lowest ever recorded). May was slightly warmer and drier than normal. Most ducks, and gulls, moved north ahead of schedule. The movement of other species often did not conform to pattern. There are gaps in our information, since some observers did not report.
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Loons, Grebes, Herons.—Common and Red-throated Loons were rather scarce at Comox; Arctic Loons in number, over 100 were feeding on herring, May 16. Grebes appeared to be fewer in general, although numerous at times, as on April 11 (Theed Pearse). Eared Grebes were last seen at Blaine, April 3, and Westerns, April 20. A grove of trees at Blaine, in which Great Blue Herons have nested for 17 years, was being cut down. Only 7 birds were seen, May 9 (Lucile H. Kline). Herons at Comox were very few; 2 Am. Bitterns were heard on one small marsh.

Geese, Ducks.—Hundreds of Canada Geese were flying northward over Seattle, in two flocks, April 22 (Violet Cannon). About 50 were at Blaine, April 7, last seen (150±), April 12 (LHK). There were few reports of geese at Comox, except for Brant, which were there in numbers, but not equal to 2 years ago. Several thousand Brant were crossing Comox from the west, May 1, presumably from the west coast of Vancouver Is. A flock of 125± on May 23, was late, and 5 were seen on June 3 (TP). A flock of 40-50 White-fronted Geese were at Copalis Beach, Wash., April 13. and 4 Brant were still there (Zella McMannama Schultz). Brant were on salt water shores near Seattle as late as May 21 (VC). They were last seen at Blaine, April 22 (52). A pair of Mallards was nesting at Blaine, April 24 (LHK). A brood was just off the nest at Comox, April 29. Fresh-water ducks on the whole were below average at Comox. Five Blue-winged Teal were seen, May 17 (TP). A pair of Wood Ducks at Newport, and 6 at Carnation, east of Lake Washington, appeared to be moving to nesting sites the second week in April (VC). At Blaine, Am. Golden-eyes and Buffleheads were last seen, April 22; and Red-breasted Mergansers, April 24 (LHK). There were very few Red-breasted Mergansers at Comox; the Hooded have declined in the past 3-4 years. All 3 species of scoters were feeding on herring spawn in Comox Bay, April 16 (7,000±); mainly Surf Scoters, with males predominating (TP).

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures returned to the Portland, Oreg., area, March 18 (L. B. Dunsmuir). There were scarcely any predators at Comox; 3 Bald Eagles and 3 Ospreys were noted recently.

Shorebirds.—At Copalis Beach, 200± Black-bellied Plovers were in transition plumage, April 13. Wilson's Snipe were plentiful. Red-backed Sandpipers were in numbers, with 20% in transition plumage, the rest in winter dress. Sanderlings were abundant, all in winter plumage (ZMS). A large flock of Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs was seen near Duvall, E. of Lake Washington, the 2nd week in April (VC). Wilson's Snipe and Greater Yellow-legs were last seen at Blaine, April 20 (LHK At Comox, there were very few Killdeer. A migration of Wilson's Snipe was noted, April 23. A flock of 7 Hudsonian Curlew was reported. On May 7, 28 Dowitchers were a record for numbers seen together, and there was a flock of over 1,000 Western Sandpipers, May 3. An unusual number of gulls were around Comox (500±), feeding on herring fry and candle-fish. They were in mainly adult and young Glaucous-wings, also some adult Herring Gulls (Thayer's), the first time the latter have summered in any numbers. Bonaparte's Gulls arrived at Comox early, April 17, but few remained very long (TP). Short-billed Gulls (31) were last seen at Blaine, April 20 (LHK).

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—There were "scarcely any" Band-tailed Pigeons at Comox during the period. A pair of Mourning Doves (rare transient) was seen, March 31. One apparently healthy Snowy Owl, April 23, was very tame. Rufous Hummingbirds arrived at Portland, March 20 (Oregon Audubon Society), and at Bellevue, Wash., March 27 (Walter Hagenstein). Belted Kingfishers were very scarce at Comox, still reflecting the effects of severe winters. All resident species of woodpeckers were much reduced in numbers, especially the flickers. Lewis's Woodpecker is now very seldom seen (TP).

Flycatchers through Wrens.—Traill's Flycatchers arrived at Blaine, May 27. All flycatchers were few at Comox at the end of the period. Traill's and the Western were the only species noted. Violet-green Swallows returned to Portland, March 18, and Tree Swallows, March 13 (LBD). Cliff Swallows reached Blaine, April 8, and Barn Swallows, April 29. Barn Swallows declined from 8 pairs a few years ago to 1 pair this year Mrs. Kline's station. Tree and Barn Swallows were very scarce at Comox. A new colony of Cliff Swallows was established. Purple Martins at Seattle, April 19, were early (VC). They were in usual numbers at Comox: a pair at each of last year’s sites. Chickadees at Comox at first appeared to have improved in numbers, but have declined again. Nuthatches were rarely heard in places of regular occurrence 4-5 years ago. House Wrens showed up well, but the Winter and Bewick's were rare (TP). The first House Wrens were seen at Blaine, May 10. Common Bushtits were building in the Seattle area, March 27 (WH).

Thrushes.—There seemed to be more Am. Robins in migration at Seattle, and more residents (Florence Grove). Spotted young were on the ground the last of the period. Robins were few at Comox, with no young on the wing at last of period (TP). Varied Thrushes were in the Portland area the first weeks in April (Mrs. Ormond Rankin) and at Seattle as late as May 4 (FG). They were seen at Blaine, May 2 (LHK). Hermit Thrushes were seen at Seattle from April 31
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to May 8 (FG). They appeared at Blaine for one day, April 11. The first Olive-backed Thrush was noted there, April 2 (LHK). They seemed to be up to average at Comox. One pair of Western Bluebirds was noted at Comox, but it was doubtful that they remained. Cutting snags on logged-off land no doubt affected this species as well as the woodpeckers. Townsend's Solitaires were first noted at Blaine, March 15 (5). A few were in N. E. Seattle from April 12 to 17 (FG).

Kinglets through Warblers.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets (12) were last seen in Seattle, May 8 (FG). Water Pipits (8) were first noted at Blaine, April 10; last seen (27), April 22 (LHK). The migration of pipits was poor at Comox. The Solitary Vireo (Cassin's), usually a common bird, was rarely heard at Comox, and the Warbling Vireo was not up to its average numbers. Audubon's, Orange-crowned, Black-capped, and Yellow Warblers arrived in goodly numbers. Audubon's showed a great improvement over last year, and the Yellow was above average. Two male Myrtle Warblers, rare transients, were seen, April 29. Macgillivray’s Warbler and the Common Yellowthroat were below normal (TP). Hutton's Vireo, and Orange-crowned Warblers arrived at Blaine, April 11. The latter was collecting nest material, May 10. The first Yellow Warbler was noted, May 1; Audubon's, May 11; Common Yellowthroat, April 16 (first record for Mrs. Kline); and Black-capped, May 27. Townsend's Warbler was first noted in N.E. Seattle, May 9 (FG). Many Hermit Warblers were claiming nesting sites on the S. Tacoma "prairies," May 13 (VC).

Tanagers, Finches.—Western Tanagers were first rated at Seattle, May 9; plentiful, May 18 (FG); at Blaine, May 20 (LHK). They were average in numbers at Comox, where there have been no Black-headed Grosbeaks the last 3 or 4 years. A flock of 150± Evening Grosbeaks was seen at Seattle, May 14 (FG). Common Redpolls (22) were last seen at Blaine, April 28. Pine Siskins were still in flocks, and plentiful, at Seattle during May (FG). The first Am. Goldfinches were at Blaine, April 16; 71 were counted, May 23. They are now scarce at Comox, where numerous 2 years ago. Pine Siskins showed up more noticeably, but still in small flocks (TP). Of particular interest at Seattle were the numbers of Red Cross-bills within the city limits. They were still in flocks in several places the last of the period (VC & FG). 

Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees at Comox were missing from most of their haunts. Chipping Sparrows were average. The latter were first noted at Blaine, April 15. Many Vesper Sparrows were claiming territories on the S. Tacoma "prairies," May 13 (VC). White- and Golden-crowned Sparrows moved through Seattle, April 8 to May 15, as did Lincoln's Sparrow (VC). The White-crowned was first seen in N.E. Seattle, April 12 (FG). Golden-crowned Sparrows arrived at Blaine, April 24; last seen, May 3 (LHK). At Comox, the White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows did not show up well on migration. It was thought that more White-crowns remained than usual. Song Sparrows were missing from most of their haunts (TP).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.


The Nesting Season, 1951

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—May and June were characterized by unusually cool weather, maximum temperatures in May being with few exceptions in the sixties, and in June in the seventies. In July and August temperatures were more nearly normal, the average maximum ranging from 82 to 89 degrees. The highest temperature recorded in northern Idaho was 96 degrees. Rainfall during this entire period was almost non-existent. There were a few rainy days in June, but throughout all of July and August drought conditions prevailed, with one clear, hot day following another. Several days in July were partly cloudy, and on August 22 there was a light rain in northern Idaho, the first in over two months. The cool weather in June delayed nesting activities to some extent, but after the first of July optimum conditions prevail and numerous broods of fully-fledged young were in evidence the latter part of the month. Breeding birds in this region unquestionably had unusually favorable weather in which to rear their young this year.

Waterfowl.—Mallards nested as usual in late March and early April. A female with 9 newly hatched young was seen at Pullman, Wash., May 6, and another with a brood of 12 at Potlatch, Idaho, May 12 (TDB). At Missoula, Mont., 2 female Wood Ducks, each with 6 young, were seen on the Clark Fork River, July 1, and a female Hooded Merganser with 4 or 5 small young was also observed there that day (R. L. Hand).

Hawks.—At Missoula on July 1 a Sparrow Hawk was seen to enter its nest hole from which sounds of the young could be plainly heard (RLH).

Shorebirds.—In northern Idaho the Killdeer again nested in late March, two broods of young that had been out of the nest fully a week being observed at Moscow on May 8 (TDB). In western Montana this plover apparently nested late, the first small young being noted at Missoula, June 23 (RLH). Wilson's Snipe were heard "winnowing" regularly through July 1 at Missoula, and probably nested there, although other years this species has been recorded only as a transient or winter visitant (RLH).

Doves.—A single fledgling Mourning Dove, barely able to fly and evidently just out of the nest, was seen at Missoula, June 17 (RLH).

Owls.—A rather early breeding record for the Long-eared Owl is that of two almost fully-fledged young of the year noted at Pullman, Wash., on May 6 (TDB).

Hummingbirds.—On June 30 a female Rufous Hummingbird was found incubating on a nest at Missoula from which the 2 young left, July 21. On July 16 these nestlings were large enough to poke their bills above the nest rim- (RLH).

Woodpeckers.—At Yakima, in eastern Washington, resident woodpeckers were reported less numerous than usual, and it was suspected that this was due to mortality caused by the abnormally cold winters recently experienced. The few nests found this spring included one of the Hairy Woodpecker with 4 fresh eggs on May 19, one of the White-headed Woodpecker with 3 eggs June 16, and a single nest of the Red-naped Sapsucker with newly-hatched young on June 10 (J. B. Hurley). Well-grown young of the Yellow-
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bellied Sapsucker were seen at Missoula, Aug. 12 (RLH). Although normally scarce and rarely seen in northern Idaho, the Three-toed Woodpecker was found to be fairly common this June at Avery, in Shoshone County. Four males were observed within a rather limited area, and a nest in which the female was incubating was noted on June 21 near Dismal Lake (TDB).

Flycatchers and Swallows.—At Missoula 2 late broods of Trail's Flycatchers were noted, July 28 and 29. Tree Swallows were feeding fledglings on July 15 (RLH).

Jays.—Two broods of fully-grown Canada Jays were seen at Avery, June 21 (TDB). In the Yakima Valley, Steller's Jays were reported in normal numbers, and nesting at their usual time. Seven nests were found, April 28 and 29, with 4 eggs each in six, and in the other, 3 (JBH). At Missoula the first young Am. Magpies out of the nest were observed, July 1 (RLH).

Wrens through Vireos.—At Missoula the first fledgling Catbirds were seen on July 15, and the earliest fledgling Am. Robins, June 12. Well-fledged young Warbling Vireos were watched being fed by the parent birds on the rather late date of Aug. 14 (RLH). At Pullman, Wash., 2 young Am. Robins, out of the nest for some time and almost fully grown, were noted on May 13 (early), while at Potlatch, Idaho, a nest with 3 well-fledged young was found, Aug. 13 (late) (TDB). In the Yakima Valley the Sage Thrasher was reported extremely scarce, and rarely seen. Townsend's Solitaires nested later than usual; the first nest, found June 2, held 5 fresh eggs (JBH). 

Warblers.—In northern Idaho the Townsend's Warbler was found to be a fairly common breeding bird on the higher ridges in Clearwater County, this being as far south as this species has as yet been noted in the State during the summer months. The Northern Waterthrush, rarely observed in Idaho, was found to be fairly common as a breeding bird in the vicinity of St. Maries, 3 singing males being seen there on June 19 (TDB). In the Yakima Valley, a pair of Audubon's Warblers was observed, June 16, working on a partially finished nest (JBH).

Blackbirds.—The Bobolink is apparently increasing in numbers in northern Idaho as a breeding bird, breeding colonies being noted for the first time this year at St. Maries (June 19) and Calder (June 22) (TDB). The first young Brown-headed Cowbird barely out of the nest, was seen at Moscow on July 6, while on July 28 another young bird, still unable to fly, was watched at Potlatch being fed by a pair of Song Sparrows (TDB).

Finches and Sparrows.—At Missoula, fledgling on Juncos, not long out of the nest, were seen, June 17 (RLH). In previous years the Black-headed Grosbeak has, in Idaho, been found nesting up to an altitude of 6,500 feet, so it was of interest this spring to find a nest at Lewiston at an altitude of 840 feet. It held 2 fresh eggs on June 6 (TDB). Scarce and of rather local occurrence in northern Idaho, the Grasshopper Sparrow was found to have apparently nested at Potlatch for the first time this spring, 3 well-grown young being seen there, Aug. 4 (TDB). At Yakima the Sage Sparrow was present in normal numbers, and nested at the usual time. One nest, found April 8, held 3 partially incubated eggs. A Song Sparrow's nest with 4 well-incubated eggs was found on May 20, and 2 nests of the Oregon Junco, with 4 fresh eggs in each, were found, May 20 and 30; the nesting dates for both these species were about normal (JBH). —THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


The Nesting Season, 1951

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general, the nesting season throughout the region was successful and compared favorably with previous years. During May the weather was somewhat cold and stormy and some shorebird nests were flooded; but apparently most of these birds renested. Precipitation during June and July was very light over most of the Region, but water in the streams and ponds held up very well, and in the northern part the stream flow has been above normal again this year.

Grebes and Pelicans.—Five hundred Western Grebes and 1,200 White Pelicans were observed on June 12 at Pyramid Lake, Nev., by Fred G. Evenden, Jr. Eared and Western Grebes were common throughout the period at Sheldon Antelope Refuge, near Cedarville, Calif., according to M. C. Aldous. C. W. Lockerbie reported a pair of Western Grebes with 2 young at Farmington Bay Refuge near Salt Lake City, this being the first breeding record for this species on the area. Lockerbie also observed a Pied-billed Grebe with downy young at Farmington Bay on Aug. 12, which is an unusually late date. An estimated 1,000 Western Grebes and several pairs of Eared and Pied-billed Grebes nested at Bear River Refuge, Utah. White Pelicans nested successfully on the islands of Great Salt Lake, and on Aug. 16 it was estimated that 8,700 were using the B.R.R. as a feeding ground.

Cormorants and Herons.—At the Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., on Aug. 15, Richard S. Rodgers counted 35 Great Blue Herons, 40 Snowy Egrets, 75 Black-crowned Night Herons, 50 Am. Bitterns, and 25 White-faced Ibis. F. Sheldon Dart reported the Snowy Egret and White-faced Ibis 
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first seen at Deer Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, on June 1. Approximately 77 pairs of Double-crested Cormorants, 42 pairs of Great Blue Herons, 119 pairs of Snowy Egrets, 66 pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons, and 796 pairs of White-faced Ibis nested at Bear River Refuge; this is a 100% increase for the ibis over last year, and a 50% decrease for the Snowy Egret. The Double-crested Cormorant is increasing at Farmington Bay Refuge, but is not nesting there (CWL).

Waterfowl.—Four Trumpeter Swans were at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., Aug. 15 (RSR). No geese nested at the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, this year, but on the Snake River Islands, Idaho, there were 24 Canada Goose nests with a total production of 69 goslings (FSD). Canada Geese nested in all suitable areas at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (MCA); they reached a peak of 600 on Aug. 15 at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (RSR). At B.R.R. 347 broods of young Canada Geese were counted on May 24 as compared with a count of 310 broods for last year on the same date. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported that the breeding season in central Wyoming was comparatively wet and there was an increase over previous years in the number of ducks and geese nesting in this locality. An estimated 575 ducks were produced on the Deer Flat Refuge, 90% being Mallards; on the Snake River Islands there was a 10% increase in duck nesting over 1950; a total of 955 ducks were produced, 95% being Mallards (FSD). At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., the Mallard and Pintail nested in large numbers, and there was some production of Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, and Redhead (CMA). At the Farmington Bay Refuge near Salt Lake City, 300 young Redheads were counted on one pond, Aug. 12; 2 broods were in down and not over a week old, according to Lockerbie, who reported that Redheads are showing the best increase in the nesting ducks. At Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., a census on Aug. 15 revealed 1,500 Mallards, 1,500 Pintail, 1,500 Cinnamon Teal, 800 Redheads, 800 Ruddy Ducks, 250 Shovellers, 200 Gadwall, as well as small numbers of Am. Widgeon, Greater and Lesser Scaup, and Ring-necked Ducks (RSR). The duck nesting population and production at B.R.R. compared favorably with previous years; a total of 434 nests were found on 10 sample plots as compared with 462 for last year. Total duck production at B.R.R. this year is estimated at 31,500. The Am. Coot showed a marked increase at B.R.R. this year; it is estimated that 10,500 were produced.

Vultures and Hawks.—On Aug. 15 a census at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., included 100 Turkey Vultures, 5 Red-tailed Hawks, 25 Marsh Hawks, and 25 Sparrow Hawks (RSR). The Marsh Hawk is the most common hawk at the Sheldon Refuge, Nev.; also present throughout the period were the Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon, and Sparrow Hawk (MCA). Only one Goshawk and one Swainson's Hawk were recorded during the period at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo. (Don Watson). The number of breeding hawks and Golden Eagles in central Wyoming continues to diminish (OKS).

Cranes, Rails and Coots.—Twenty Sandhill Cranes were counted at the Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., on Aug. 15 (RSR). One Sandhill Crane was at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Nev., during the first part of the period (CMA). Am. Coots were reported in their usual numbers throughout, the Region, with an increase at B.R.R. where 877 broods were counted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—In central Wyoming the shorebird migration has been good Large numbers of Baird's Sandpipers and Marbled Godwits arrived by Aug. 5; breeding populations of the Wilson's Phalarope and Am. Avocet were about the same as the previous year, but the Long-billed Curlew was not found near Casper this year (OKS). Aldous noted that the Killdeer was very abundant at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., and large numbers of Am. Avocets were at Swan Lake. Six Spotted Sandpipers were reported at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo. (DW). California Gulls are on the increase in the Farmington Bay area, where thousands were observed on May 6 (CWL). Several Snowy Plover adults, and Black-necked Stilt and Am. Avocet nests, were observed, on June 12 at Stillwater Refuge, near Fallon, Nev.; Spotted Sandpipers were seen on June 11 at Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., Calif., Stampede Valley, Sierra Co., Calif., and Derby Dam, Washoe Co., Nev., and Wilson's Phalarope at Fernley Sinks, Lyon Co., Nev. (FGE). At B.R.R. 530 nesting pairs of Am. Avocets were counted; also 3643 California Gull nests containing 8,540 eggs, 311 Forster's Tern nests, and 12 Caspian Tern nests.

Doves.—A few Mourning Doves were noted along the Carson River, Lyon Co., Nev. (FGE). At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., the Mourning Dove is common to abundant (MCA), and at B.R.R., Utah, 50 were counted on Aug. 15.

Owls through Nighthawks.—One Horned Owl brood of 4 young was ready to leave nest Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., at beginning of the period, Poor-wills were common in the higher elevations of the Refuge, and Common Nighthawks were present throughout the period (MCA). Approximately 50 Short-eared Owls nested at the B.R.R. The Poor-will was present in small numbers during the period at Mesa Verde Park, Colo. (DW), and one was noted at Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., Calif., June 11 (FGE).

Passerine Birds.— At the Sheldon Antelope Refuge Horned Larks, Cliff Swallows, Rock Wrens, Am. Robins, Loggerhead Shrikes, Western Meadowlarks, Red-winged Blackbirds, Brewer’s Blackbirds, Green-tailed Towhees, and Brewer’s Sparrows are common summer residents. Mountain Bluebird was common on this area until Aug. 1; the Red Crossbill was first observed during the latter part of July (CMA). Summer residents at Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, Colo., include 
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the Ash-throated Flycatcher, Say's Phoebe, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, House Wren, Solitary Vireo, Virginia's Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Audubon's Warbler, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Macgillivray's Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Black-capped Warbler, Bullock's Oriole, Western Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting, Chipping Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (DW). Evenden reported observations of the Ash-throated Flycatcher, Rock Wren, Western Bluebird, Mountain Bluebird, and Black-capped Warbler, June 13, on Carson River, Lyon Co., Nev.; Say's Phoebe and Mountain Bluebird, June 11, at Stampede Valley, Sierra Co., Calif.; Rock Wren, Western Bluebird and Yellow Warbler, June 11, at Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., Calif.; and Nashville Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Hermit Warbler, Western Tanager, and Black-headed Grosbeak, June 11, at Lake Tahoe, El Dorado Co., Calif.—VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


The Nesting Season, 1951

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The entire season was hot and dry. The most severe forest fires in 29 years burned over thousands of acres. Theed Pearse blamed the dry conditions for what appeared to be a poor nesting season at Comox, B. C., with summer visitors leaving early. Resident birds at Victoria just about held their own (A. R. Davidson). Observers in other places reported a good season.

Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were few at Comox; no young were seen. Red-throated 
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Loons were not seen on 3 visits to the usual nesting lake. Nearly grown Pied-billed Grebes were at Bellevue, Wash., June 13 (W. Hagenstein). Pelagic Cormorant eggs were seen near Victoria about June 15; young hatched, July 22; young were flying, Aug. 15 (ARD). The few Great Blue Herons left at Comox must have had a good season; there were 8 on the slough, and 2 young at another point.

Ducks.—Young Mallards were able to fly at Bellevue, July 28. Some Mallards, 1 lot of Green-winged Teal, and 2 broods of Wood Ducks were e only species of summering Anatinae at Comox. Hooded Mergansers were at an all-time low. Am. Mergansers were absent from their usual haunts; a flock of 50 at Point Holmes, July 20, were going into eclipse plumage. There were no parties of young birds (TP).

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were nesting near Sooke, SE of Victoria, May 20 (CJG). A female Red-tailed Hawk was brooding 1 young at Blaine, May 27 (Lucile H. Kline). There were still few predators at Comox.

Shorebirds, Gulls.—Black Oyster-catchers were displaying at Victoria, June 20 (ARD); young were flying, Aug. 15 (CJG). Killdeer were nesting at Blaine, May 22. At Comox, there was the best showing of Dowitchers ever; both species of yellow-legs were normal. Young Glaucous-winged Gulls were flying at Chain Is., Barkley Sound, west coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 15; a few were still flightless (CJG). A large number of adult and immature Bonaparte's Gulls were feeding on herring at Victoria, July 17 (CJG). Eight rare Heermann's Gulls were seen, June 20 (ARD). 

Alcids, Pigeons.—Rhinoceros Auklets (8) were in full breeding plumage at Victoria, July 2. They may have nested on an island in the area, as one was carrying herring, July 3, at 10-mile Point (CJG). Band-tailed Pigeons were in very small flocks at Victoria, June 24; 1 pair nested at Sooke, July 21. They steadily decreased at Comox; 1 flock of 25± was seen, June 25.

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common Nighthawks were generally late. The first were reported in NE Seattle on June 7 (Margaret Ivey), at Blaine on June 8 (where 1 pair was nesting, June 14—LHK), and at Victoria on June 9 (scarce—ARD). Nighthawks and Black Swifts steadily decreased at Comox. Rufous Hummingbirds were nesting at Blaine, May 15. They were in fair numbers at Victoria, but not as abundant as last year. Four nests of Red-shafted Flickers were noted in a small area in NE Seattle, May 1 (Florence Grove). They showed no increase at Comox. Lewis's Wood-peckers (uncommon in lowlands) were feeding young at Bellevue, July 22, with 3 young flying, Aug. 2 (WH). Pileated and Downy Woodpeckers may show an increase at Comox. Two young Pileated Woodpeckers were flying at Victoria, July 20.

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Traill's and Olive-sided Flycatchers were nesting at Blaine, June 20 (LHK). The Western Flycatcher arrived at Victoria, June 7, in fair numbers; young were out of the nest, Aug. 10. The Olive-sided was first seen, June 22 (ARD). At Comox, young Violet-green Swallows were on the wing, June 26; the new colony of Cliff Swallows had about 20 nests (TP). Violet-greens were abundant at Victoria, with young flying by Aug. 2. Tree Swallows (not common) were feeding young, June 25 (ARD). At Blaine, Violet-green Swallows hatched, June 8. Cliff Swallows had 100 nests under construction on May 22, and 197 pairs were nesting, June 20; the second brood hatched, July 23. Barn Swallows nested on July 3, and again on July 30 (LHK). Purple Martins were nesting at Bellevue, June 12 (WH); young were out of the nest in Seattle the last of June (VC). Two or 3 pairs nested at Comox.

Ravens.—A pair of breeding Common Ravens at Blaine seemed to be off-range; young (4) were seen, June 8.

Chickadees, Bushtits, Wrens.—Black-capped Chickadees had a successful nesting at Seattle; young were out of the nest the last of the period (VC). At Victoria, Chestnut-backed Chickadees were out of the nest, June 22. The new colony of Bushtits about held its own. Bush-tits were nesting in NE Seattle, May 16; after June 25, flocks of 15-25 were seen (FG). House Wrens were nest-building at Victoria, June 1, with first young, June 22. Bewick's Wrens had a successful nesting. They were nesting at Bellevue, July 4. Young House Wrens were on the wing at Comox, July 9. There was a slight improvement in Bewick's Wrens.

Thrushes.—Am. Robins were nesting at Seattle, May 29. There were 6 nests in an area 80 x 200 ft. (FG). Most pairs nested twice. The first brood at Blaine was on May 24, with the second, July 18. At Victoria many pairs raised 3 broods (ARD). They were few in numbers at Comox. Olive-backed Thrushes (16 pairs) were nesting on Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, June 9. They were at Victoria in goodly numbers, too secretive to see the young, and disappeared the third week in July. Young Western Bluebirds were on the wing, July 19 (ARD). Townsend's Solitaires were at nesting sites in the mountains east of Seattle, May 27 (VC).

Kinglets through Vireos.—Golden-crowned Kinglets and Cedar Waxwings were nesting at Seattle, June 20 (FG). Two pairs of Cedar Waxwings, with 6 young were seen at Blaine, June 19. A flock of 30 was first seen at Victoria, June 2; birds were present in good numbers, and had just started nesting the first week in August. They were down in numbers at Comox. Solitary and 
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Red-eyed Vireos were scarcely to be seen at Seattle, but Warbling Vireos nested everywhere (VC). The latter were nesting in NE Seattle, June 20, and feeding young, June 28 (FG). Young Warbling Vireos were flying at Victoria, July 17. Solitary Vireos were few in number at Comox, and the Warbling were below normal.

Warblers.—Uncommon Black and White Warblers (4) stayed a week at Camas, 15 miles east of Vancouver, Wash., in early June (A. C. and H. F. Roberts). Orange-crowned Warblers nested twice at Seattle (VC). Four pairs were nesting at Blaine, May 19. They were nest-building at Victoria, June 5, in fair numbers, with young flying, July 10. At Comox, Yellow and Black-capped Warblers were a little above average; Macgillivray’s and Common Yellowthroats were low. The first young Audubon's Warblers were seen, June 13. At Blaine, a pair of Yellow Warblers, with 4 young, was seen, May 22; Macgillivray’s were nesting, June 8. Yellow Warblers were in fair numbers at Victoria, with first young, June 22. Black-capped Warblers arrived, June 6, but very few were seen during the season. Audubon's Warblers were feeding young at Bellevue, June 7. Black-throated Gray Warblers were nesting at Seattle, May 16 (FG). A Yellow-breasted Chat (uncommon in summer) was seen at Bellevue, July 4 (WH).

Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlarks were nesting at Blaine, June 1, where a flock of 300± Brewer's Blackbirds moved in on a scourge of grasshoppers. Red-winged Blackbirds apparently had a good season at Victoria; first young were seen, June 22. Nestling Redwings, eyes not yet open, were banded at Comox on July 15, and 300±, the majority young birds, were seen on July 30. Brewer's Blackbirds also apparently had a good season. They were in sizable flocks, July 30 (TP).

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—Western Tanagers were nesting at Blaine, June 9. They seemed to be scarce at Victoria. Only 2 Black-headed Grosbeaks were heard at Comox; the Evening is unknown now. Purple Finches were still far below former numbers. Young Purple Finches were at a food tray in Seattle in mid-June (VC). Other young were being fed, July 3 (FG). Pine Siskins were nesting at Blaine, May 22. Young Siskins were at food trays in Seattle in mid-June. At Victoria they were first seen, June 22. Siskins and Am. Goldfinches were plentiful at Victoria and Seattle. Red Crossbills were still in flocks in Seattle, June 13 (VC and FG). They were heard often at Comox, but were not recorded at Camas, Wash. Spotted Towhees were very scarce there. Savannah Sparrows (brooksi) were breeding the last of May (TP). Young Savannah Sparrows were flying at Blaine, May 22, with a second nesting, June 2. Young Spotted Towhees appeared at a food station in Seattle, May 21 (VC). Chipping Sparrows were fairly abundant at Victoria; young were out of the nest, June 22. White-crowned Sparrows seemed to be scarce in most of Seattle, but fairly abundant at Victoria.  but fairly abundant at Victoria. They were nesting at Blaine, June 2, with a second nesting, July 10.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, War
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