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Autumn Migration, 1949

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAINS REGION.—Late summer and early fall brought nothing unusual in weather or other conditions affecting bird-life. Then, about the middle of October a sudden cold spell with snow in western Montana, northern Washington and northern Idaho speeded up migration noticeably. 
     [image: ]
A little later the weather moderated and continued unusually moderate until mid-December, before anything like winter weather occurred in this region. Because of these conditions many birds remained longer than usual, and migration seems to have been slowed down. 
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Thomas D. Burleigh from northern Idaho reported that transients were scarcer than usual, and that they did not linger as long as ordinarily. This was especially true of warblers, which were observed in small numbers only. D. E. Payne from Hood River, Oreg., along the Columbia River flyway, reported shorebirds common during October. He noted many shorebirds, including yellow-legs and dowitchers; also warblers during the early part of October, with decreasing numbers later during the month. The following list is a synopsis of the fall departure dates for a number of birds from the Moscow, Idaho, area, compiled from observations by Thomas D. Burleigh: Sora, Aug. 16; Black-bellied Plover, Aug. 13; Spotted Sandpiper, Sept. 12; Solitary Sandpiper, Sept. 12; Greater Yellowlegs, Sept. 24 (arrival Aug. 2); Lesser Yellow-legs, Aug. 2 to Sept. 1; Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 19 to Sept. 17; Least Sandpiper, one record, Aug. 24; Western Sandpiper, Aug. 19; Avocet, Aug. 19; Ring-billed Gull, Aug. 2-Oct. 21; Black Tern, July 31-Aug. 2. Also Common Nighthawk, Sept. 18; Vaux's Swift, Sept. 10; Lewis's Woodpecker, Aug. 16-Sept. 12; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Sept. 25; Eastern Kingbird, Sept. 1; Western Kingbird, Aug. 19; Traill's Flycatcher, Sept. 1 (specimen); Hammond's Flycatcher, Oct. 2 (specimen) late; Western Wood Pewee, Sept. 19; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 2; Violet-green Swallow, Oct. 4; Bank Swallow, Aug. 24; Rough-winged Swallow, Aug. 19; Barn Swallow, Sept. 17; Cliff Swallow, Aug. 24. Also House Wren, Sept. 26; Catbird, Sept. 15; Varied Thrush, first seen at Moscow, Oct. 20 (winters); Hermit Thrush, Sept. 7-Oct. 7; Olive-backed Thrush, Sept. 1; Veery, Sept. 6; Mountain Bluebird, Nov. 10; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Oct. 8; Am. Pipit, Sept. 27-Oct. 11. Also Solitary Vireo, Sept. 20; Red-eyed Vireo, Sept. 7; Warbling Vireo, Sept. 20; Orange-crowned Warbler, Oct. 1-Dec. 22; Yellow Warbler, Sept. 1; Audubon's Warbler, Oct. 8-Dec. 9; Townsend's Warbler, Sept. 9; Yellow-throat, Sept. 10; Yellow-breasted Chat, Sept. 10; Pileolated Warbler, Aug. 15-Sept. 28. Also Am. Redstart, Sept. 4; Bullock's Oriole, Aug. 13; Brewer's Blackbird, Oct. 9; Brown-headed Cowbird, Aug. 5; Western Tanager, Sept. 17; Black-headed Grosbeak, Aug. 29; Lazuli Bunting, Sept. 10; Cassin's Finch, Sept. 18; Spotted Towhee, Sept. 21. Also Savannah Sparrow, Oct. 14; Lark Sparrow, Sept. 12; Slate-colored Junco (2 records) Oct. 2 and Oct. 23; Tree Sparrow, Nov. 8 (winters); Chipping Sparrow, Oct. 3; White-crowned Sparrow, Aug. 29 (winters); Golden-crowned Sparrow, (5 records) Sept. 19-Oct. 9; Fox Sparrow, disappeared in late August; Lincoln's Sparrow, Sept. 4-Sept. 29. Possibly the most outstanding record for the fall was a Tennessee Warbler recorded Sept. 13 (and collected to verify the identification). This is apparently the first record of this species for Idaho. In the southeastern corner of Washington and northeastern corner of Oregon, fall migration seemed to be much more dull than usual. Birds lingered longer, and no striking movements appeared. Ducks and geese were plentiful during October and November, but most species moved on by the early part of December.—ERNEST S. BOOTH Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash.


Autumn Migration, 1949

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather over most of the region was abnormally hot and dry during August and throughout most of September.
[image: ]
The month of October was somewhat cold and storm and the first snow fell in the mountains and at the higher elevations about Oct. 20. This snow fall, was not heavy and the weather moderated again. The month of November was mild, with above normal temperatures. The first freeze-up and snowfall in the valleys occurred on Dec. 10. This cold front from the north just about completed the fall migration through this region.

Grebes and Pelicans.—Only one report of the Horned Grebe was received for the period; that from Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Armagast, who observed 2 of these birds on Oct. 16 near Alamosa. Colo. They also reported 4 Eared Grebes last seen Nov. 6th and 3 Pied-billed Grebes on Nov. 3 in this same general area. Eared Grebes were noted through-out the summer at Bear River Refuge, and the peak concentration of 150 was reached on Oct. 16. On Nov. 28 a total of 35 were observed. John E. Schwartz reported a concentration of 75 Ears Grebes on Oct. 7 at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge in northern Nevada. C. W. Lockerbie observed 25 Eared Grebes at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Oct. 8. E. C. D. Marriage reported 5 Eared Grebes on a pond near Carson, Nev., Aug. 17; he suggests that they probably nested in that area. He also reported 1 Western Grebe observed on Nov. 29 in this same general area. Western Grabs were common at Bear River Refuge all summer and fall; the peak concentration of 1,500 was reached about Nov. 1; only 4 were observed on Nov. 28. On this same date, 40 Pied-billed Grebes
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were observed on the Refuge. White Pelicans were abundant all summer and fall at the Bear River Refuge; 4000 were estimated on Sept. 30; the last observed about Nov. 15. C. W. Lockerbie reported 150 White Pelicans at Farmington Bay on Oct. 8, and Dr. Oliver K. Scott observed 1 at Pathfinder Reservoir, Wyoming, on Oct. 16. 

Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—Double-crested Cormorants nested at Bear River Refuge as usual, and a peak concentration of 550 was reached, Sept. 30; by Nov. 28 only 2 or 3 remained. On Oct. 8, Lockerbie reported 50 at Farmington Bay, Utah. Two Great Blue Herons were reported at Sheldon National Antelope Refuge on Nov. 30 (J.E.S.); 1 near Carson, Nev., Nov. 29 (E.C.D.M.). At Bear River Refuge 175 were observed on Sept. 1, and 30 on Nov. 28 (V.T.W.). A large concentration of Snowy Egrets, estimated at 2,000, was observed in the vicinity of Farmington Bay, Utah, by Kenneth Tanner on Sept. 6. Lockerbie reported less than 100 remaining on Sept. 11, and only 10 observed, Oct. 8. At B.R.R. an estimated 2,000 were present on Sept. 1, and 5 were observed as late as Nov. 28. A migrating flight of White-faced Ibis was reported by Bill Bader near Decker Lake, Utah, on Sept. 2, when he observed 9 successive flocks of about 500 birds each passing by, flying very high. The White-faced Ibis population at the Bear River Refuge was estimated at 1,800 Aug. 15, and on Sept. 30 only 2 were noted. Black-crowned Night Herons were present in about the usual numbers at the B.R.R.; an estimated 200 were present on Sept. 1, and 75 were observed Nov. 28.

Waterfowl.—Sixteen Whistling Swans were reported at Sheldon National Antelope Refuge, Oct. 27, and a few still present, Nov. 30 (J.E.S.). At the B.R.R., Whistling Swans appeared to be more abundant this fall than for a number of years; at the peak of the fall migration, about Nov. 15, it was estimated that there were 16,000 swans on the Refuge and immediate surrounding area. The Canada Geese were represented by the rare or Great Basin Canada Goose at B.R.R. in about the usual numbers, estimated at 2,600 on Nov. 28. The northern breeding, smaller subspecies, or Lesser Canada Goose, appeared to be more abundant; several flocks, estimated in all at about 3,000 were observed on Nov. 15 on the grease-wood knolls and mud flats in the northwest part of the refuge. E. C. D. Marriage reported that heavy rains in western Nevada on Nov. 9 had the effect of driving many flocks of Canada Geese and other birds on south, and no concentration was noted in the vicinity of Carson City. He estimated 2,000 Canada Geese present in November. At Sheldon Antelope Refuge 250 Great Basin Canada Geese were present, Nov. 1, and 150 estimated, Nov. 30; also 125 Lesser Canada Geese were observed, Oct. 26 and 26 were noted on Nov. 23 (J.E.S.). William O. Deshler reported a concentration of approximately 3000 Canada Geese along the Bear River in the vicinity of Cokeville, Wyo.; peak concentration was reached about Nov. 10. Two small flocks of Snow Geese, estimated at 50 birds, were noted by Kenneth Tanner at Farmington Bay, Utah, Oct. 13. At B.R.R., the fall migration of Snow Geese reached its peak near Nov. 15 when 9500 were estimated on the area; some were still present, Dec. 1. Dr. Scott reported a concentration of approximately 1,200 Canada Geese and 6 Lesser Snow Geese at Pathfinder Reservoir, Wyoming, on Oct. 16. E. C. D. Marriage reported the poorest waterfowl hunting season in the past 10 years near Carson, Nev. Due to the heavy storm on Nov. 9, most of the local ducks moved out, and the northern birds that followed passed on by in the warm clear weather that followed. William O. Deshler reported that the concentration of ducks in the Cokeville area was much later than last year. He estimated the local Mallard population at 1,500 birds and the peak migration at approximately 5,000. Some Mallards overwinter in this area on the warm springs and sloughs. At B.R.R. the peak Mallard population was estimated at 60,000 birds about Sept. 1; by Nov. 28 the population had dropped to an estimated 20,000. At Sheldon Antelope Refuge 500 were noted on Oct. 10, and a few remained through Nov. 30. Following are a few peak concentration figures for the more common species of ducks at Bear River Refuge: Gadwall, 37,000, Oct. 16; Baldpate, 87,000, Oct. 16; Pintail, 500,000, Sept. 1; Green-winged Teal, 220,000, Oct. 16; Cinnamon Teal, 4500, Aug. 31; Shoveller, 55,000, Oct. , 16; Redhead, 26,000, July 11; Canvas-back, 34,000, Oct. 16; Lesser Scaup, 4,000, Nov. 1; Ruddy, 1,200, Oct. 16; Am. Merganser, 400, Nov. 28, and Red-breasted Merganser, 2,000, Nov. 1. One Old-squaw was taken by a hunter at B.R.R., Nov. 11.

Vultures, Hawks, and Eagles.—Lockerbie reported 22 Turkey Vultures in one flock, south of Beaver, Utah, Aug. 18. He reported Nighthawks abundant in Beaver County; a count made on Aug. 20 between Milford and Beaver totaled 187 birds. Near Carson City, Nev., 7 Turkey Vultures were observed on Oct. 14 by E. C. D. Marriage. Swainson's Hawk and Ferruginous Hawk were reported as fairly common summer and autumn residents at Sheldon Antelope Refuge; also Golden Eagles were more numerous than for the past 4 years. Mr. and Mrs. Armagast reported flushing a Golden Eagle from the edge of the road with their car and coming within a few feet of hitting it; this happened on the Cochetopa Pass road in the San Juan Mts. Two Bald and 4 Golden Eagles were observed at B.R.R., Nov. 30; 6 Rough-legged Hawks and 2 Peregrine Falcons were observed on the same date.

Rails and Coots.—E.C.D. Marriage reported both Virginia and Sora Rails on the increase and nesting at the Buckbrush Gun Club along the 
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Carson River in Nevada. He also noted 1 Florida Gallinule trapped on Nov. 29 near Hot Springs, Nev. John E. Schwartz reported 46 Sandhill Cranes at Sheldon Refuge, Nov. 30. He also noted 150 Coots, Oct. 6, at the same Refuge.

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—At Sheldon Refuge, Nev., Schwartz reported 12 Killdeers and 8 Dowitchers on Oct. 7. At Farmington Bay, Utah, Lockerbie noted 1,000 Avocets on Sept. 11, and 14 on Nov. 13; Black-necked Stilts, 100 on Sept. 11; Wilson's Phalaropes, 100 on Sept. 11; Ring-billed Gull, 10 on Aug. 14 and 1,000, Oct. 30; Forster's Tern, 15 on Sept. 11; Black Tern, 100 on Aug. 14. The following are a few figures on peak concentrations of shorebirds as observed and estimated at the B.R.R.: Killdeer, 100, Nov. 28; Long-billed Curlew, 15, Aug. 15; Lesser Yellowlegs, 150, Sept. 15; Dowitcher, 7,500, Sept. 16; Western Sandpiper, 6,000, Aug. 30; Marbled God-wit, 3,500, Sept. 1; Avocet, 6,500, Aug. 15; Black-necked Stilt, 5,000, Aug. 15; California Gull, 2,500, Aug. 15; Ring-billed Gull, 1,800, Nov. 1; Franklin's Gull, 150, Sept. 1; Forster's Tern, 4,000, Aug. 15; Caspian Tern, 100, Sept. 1; Black Tern, 3,000, Sept. 1. The fall migration of shorebirds through the B.R.R. appeared to be about normal with the exception of the various species of sandpipers; they were not so abundant as in previous years.

Doves.—J. E. Schwartz reported Mourning Doves relatively numerous until late August, and that most flocks had departed by Sept. 15 from the Sheldon Refuge. An increase in numbers was noted by E. C. D. Marriage, who advised that they were very common along the Carson River in Nevada. Mourning Doves were reported as quite common in the San Luis Valley, Colo.

Passerine Birds.—Several hundred Violet-green and Cliff Swallows, with a sprinkling of Rough-winged and Barn Swallows, were observed at Beaver, Utah, Aug. 15 to 22 (C.W.L.). A large concentration of Barn Swallows was noted at B.R.R. during mid-September; the number estimated at 9000. Twelve hundred Cliff Swallows were observed at B.R.R. on Aug. 15. Carl E. Bauer observed a flock of 13 migrating Am. crows on Oct. 11, passing over Salt Lake City. E. R. Wilson noted between 200 and 30o Am. Crows passing over his home at Centerville, Utah, on Oct. 18. Mountain Bluebirds were last noted on Oct. 29 at the Sheldon Refuge in Nevada (J.E.S.). One Loggerhead Shrike was observed at Pagosa Springs, west of Continental Divide, Nov. 5, (R.M.A.). E. R. Wilson reported a large migration of Robins over his farm at Centerville, Utah, on Oct. 18. He stated that flock after flock continued their flight south all day and that undoubtedly several thousand passed by. The flight preceded a heavy snowstorm the following day. Sixty Robins were observed in the San Luis Valley, Nov. 6, and too just west of Wolf Creek Pass and the Continental Divide, Nov. 5 (R.M.A.). Migrating Nashville, yellow and Macgillivray’s Warblers were observed at several points in southwestern Utah, Aug. 15 to 22; a flock of about 30 was seen in a weed lot at Milford, Utah (C.W.L.). Oregon Juncos were common at the Sheldon Refuge during October; 75 were observed on the 10th, and 15 on Oct. 22nd. Fifteen white-crowned Sparrows were also observed on Oct. 15, and 2 on Oct. 22 (J.E.S.). T. A. Dewey reported an abundance of Gray-headed and Oregon Pink-sided Juncos on the east foothills at Salt Lake City, during the first week in October. Rex B. Snow observed a large migration of White-crowned Sparrows east of Peoa, Utah, on Oct. 22. He reported flocks of from 50 to 75 birds rising about him as he climbed up the mountainside, until he had flushed over 1500 birds from their morning search for food under a light cover of snow. Seventy-seven Audubon's Warblers were noted near Salt Lake City, Oct. 9, and Oregon Juncos were common on Oct. 10 (C.W.L.). Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Armagast reported 2 White-breasted Nuthatches, Oct. 16, and 3 Clark's Nutcrackers, Nov. 5, near Alamosa, Colo.

Correction.—Delete from the report on the nesting season (Vol. 3, No. 5, p. 246) the sentence which starts 12 lines from the bottom of the second column and which reads: "Lockerbie reported long-billed curlew, solitary sandpiper, willet, knot, western sandpiper, least sandpiper, pectoral sandpiper, avocet and Wilson's phalarope nesting near Salt Lake City."—VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


Autumn Migration, 1949

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August and September were much warmer and drier than normal, except Sept. 14-21, which was cool, with showers. October averaged 3° below normal, with an early cold snap 18th to 20th, (except last last 5 days above normal); precipitation below normal. November was warmer than normal, with some rain and high winds.
              [image: ]

Loons through Herons —Common Loon first came to the Portland area, Oct. 30 (Millette) and north of Bellingham, Wash., Sept. 28 (Grove). They made a better showing at Comox, B. C., than earlier this year, with 12 seen, Oct. 14. Arctic Loons did not show up in usual large numbers (Pearse); were seen at Blaine, Wash., Oct. 2 (Grove). At Comox, 60 Red-necked Grebes came in, Sept. 26. Horned Grebes were well up to average, and still passing through in numbers, Nov. 14. Western Grebes were scarce, except for an early migration of 1,500±, Sept. 7 (Pearse).
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A large flock of Westerns were at Bellingham, Sept. 28 (Grove). Six Pink-footed Shearwaters, Oct. 5, on central coast of Oregon, were late (Evenden). Many Sooty, and 1 Slender-billed Shearwaters were seen in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Nov. 5 (Pearse). An unusual sight was 25 Fork-tailed and 90-100 Leach's Petrels in E. Strait of Juan de Fuca, July 14 (Clark). White Pelicans (68) were seen in Lane County, Ore. (rare west of Cascades), Sept. 2 (Evenden). Brandt’s Cormorants were coming in north of Bellingham, Sept. 28 (Grove). Pelagic Cormorants came through Comox, Oct. 28 (Pearse). One of 3 Green Herons was collected at Snohomish, Wash., Aug. 22 (Eddy). This is slightly farther north than this species has been recorded previously in Washington. Higman saw them there several times in past years. Three Am. Egrets, rare west of the Cascades, were seen in Lane Co., Oreg., Sept. 2 (Evenden).

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Whistling Swans- were migrating at Comox, Nov. 14 (Pearse); 6 were seen east of Seattle, Nov. 13 (Hagenstein). Many Canada Geese were noted migrating at Comox, at the end of the period. A great migration passed over Seattle the first two weeks in November; last heard, Nov. 26 (Hagen.). White-fronted Geese were heard over Comox, Aug. 7, and about 50 were seen Aug. 25 (Pearse). Over 1,000 were migrating at Grays Harbor, Wash., Sept. 7 (McMannama), and came to Portland, Sept. 25 (Bartlett). Snow Geese were migrating at Comox, Nov. 14. A late nesting of Mallard was recorded at Seattle, Sept. 10 (Higman). All ducks were few at Comox in early part of period but increased in November. Buffle-head were numerous in October, scarce in November until the 28th, then an unusual number appeared (Pearse). Ducks came in well in the Puget Sound area, and about on time (Eddy, et al.). A female Wood Duck was at Green Lake, and a European Widgeon at S. Seattle marshes the last of November (McM., Cannon). An estimated 2,000 Surf and White-winged Scoters were at Comox, Oct. 9. Baldpates and Pintails reached the Oregon coast, Oct. 3. Four Blue or Cinnamon Teal (both uncommon west of Mts.) were in Benton Co., and 11 in Lane Co., Ore., Sept. 2 (Evenden). At Portland, Gadwalls arrived, Oct. 23; a European Widgeon, Oct. 15; Baldpates, Sept. 25; Pintails, Green-winged and Cinnamon Teal, Sept. 17; Shovellers, Sept. 25; Ring-necked Ducks, Canvas-back and Buffle-heads, Oct. 23; Ruddy Duck, Sept. 25 (Ore. Aud. Soc.). About 500 Hooded Mergansers were seen at Comox, Oct. 27(Pearse). 

Grouse, Cranes.—Blue Grouse seemed fewer at Comox, but Ruffed Grouse were evidently on the upgrade. Sandhill Cranes (canadensis) seemed to be doing well. About 300 were on Sauvies Is., near Portland, Oct. 10 (Haldeman, Bartlett).

Shorebirds.—Shorebirds showed up well through-out the region. A Snowy Plover, Sept. 10, was a first for the Portland area (Bartlett). At Comox, a flock of 40 Killdeer was seen, Oct. 9; Pectoral Sandpipers were above average; Baird's were more numerous, climaxed by a flock of 100, Sept. 19. The rare Stilt Sandpiper was recorded, Sept. 11 (Pearse). An unestimated number of shorebirds lined the ocean beaches near Grays Harbor, Sept. 7, mainly Western Sandpipers and Sanderlings, with lesser numbers of Snowy, Semipalmated and Black-bellied Plovers. Red-backed Sandpipers were just coming in. Notable were 12 Baird's and 1 rare Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Nov. 11, in very stormy weather, the thousands of shorebirds were mainly Sanderlings and Red-backed Sandpipers, with a large number of Black-bellied Plovers and 2 Red Phalaropes (McM.). Shorebirds were plentiful in migration in the Seattle area. More Yellowlegs stopped at the S. Seattle marshes, the Lessers predominating; last seen, Oct. 10 (Cannon). Western Sandpipers were present in large numbers on beaches of San Juan and Skagit Co., Wash., Aug. 14 (Goodge), and on east shore of Lake Washington, Sept. 28 (Hagenstein). On the northern Oregon coast, Sept. 18, 14 Semipalmated Plovers, 1 Ruddy and 2 Black Turnstones, 3 Wandering Tattlers and 12 Least Sandpipers were seen (McNab, Millette). On the central Oregon coast, 26 Black-bellied Plovers (uncommon) were seen, Oct. 6 (Evenden). Semipalmated and Black-bellied Plovers, Pectoral and Baird's Sandpipers, and Northern Phalaropes were at Portland, Sept. 10-17 (Ore. Aud. Soc.).

Gulls, Terns.—Two Jaegers were noted at Comox. From its size, 1 was thought to be the rare Pomarine (Pearse). One Pomarine was seen, Aug. 23, in Strait of Juan de Fuca (Clark), and on Puget Sound, north of Seattle, Aug. 31 (Cannon). At Comox, the gull population seemed to be poor, with less than usual number migrating. An immature Ring-billed, Sept. 19, and an adult, Sept. 26, were rare. Short-billed Gulls were unusually numerous the first half of period. Bonaparte's Gulls left early (Pearse). They were common in San Juan Is., Wash., Aug. 14 (Goodge). At Green Lake, Seattle, 6 or more Herring, 500-1,000 Short-billed (numbers fluctuated), and considerable numbers of California Gulls were around the last of period. At Grays Harbor, Nov. 11, Glaucous-winged, California and Bonaparte's Gulls appeared to be migrating. One imm. Kittiwake was seen (McM.). On the central Oregon coast, Oct. 6, several hundred California and Western Gulls were seen, with 4 Bonaparte's and 3 Heermann's Gulls, and 3 Kittiwakes (Evenden). Ring-billed and Short-billed gulls came to the Portland area, Oct. 15 (Bartlett, Seamon). Three rare Sabine's Gulls were seen off Port Townsend, Wash., Aug. 23; also at Seattle, Aug. 29 (Clark).

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Gordon Alcorn thought the Mourning Dove is extending its range 
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west of the Cascades. A pair was recorded near Bellingham, Sept. 8 (Grove), and reported at Comox, Oct. 6 (Pearse). Nighthawks left eastern Lake Washington, Sept. 11; Black Swifts, Sept. 16, and Rufous Hummingbirds, Sept. 5 (Hagenstein). Kingfishers made some recovery at Comox. Woodpeckers were much fewer than in 1948.

Flycatchers, Swallows.—One Western Kingbird was seen at Yaquina Bay, Ore., Oct. 6 (Evenden). Western Flycatchers, and all Swallows left Comox early. Last dates for Western Flycatchers in the Seattle area were Aug. 13-14, and for Olive-sided, Aug. 11 (Hagenstein, Clark). Two Horned Larks (not common) were seen north of Bellingham, Sept. 28 (Grove). Last date for Violet-green Swallows in Seattle area was Sept. 19; Tree Swallows, Aug. 26; Barn Swallows, Sept. 19; Cliff Swallows and Purple Martins, Sept. 18 (Hagenstein). A flock of 25-30 Violet-green Swallows was seen at Corvallis, Ore., Oct. 8 (Evenden). Cliff Swallows were again a rarity at Comox, after having established a few colonies (Pearse).

Chickadees through Wrens.—Most observers reported a scarcity of resident small birds, and a poor migration. This needs more analysis and future observation, especially in view of the successful nesting season. The unseasonably warm weather in November may have kept the birds from flocking, and in the hinterland, where there were no observers. Black-capped, Chestnut-backed Chickadees (scarce the past 2-3 years) showed an increase at Comox (Pearse); and at Seattle (Cannon). At Comox Red-breasted Nuthatches were very scarce, and Brown Creepers were below numbers of 1948. All observers noted the scarcity of Winter Wrens. The Long-billed Marsh Wren was singing at Medina, east of Seattle, Nov. 13 (Hagenstein).

Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—There was no extensive migration of Robins at Comox. They were not common the first of period at Bellingham (some young seen); about 100 seen, Sept. 13, and none the last of period (Grove). Large flocks were common in Corvallis, Oct. 8, some singing spring song (Evenden). Elizabeth Curtis reported the same for S. Seattle. Varied Thrushes were first seen east of Lake Washington, Nov. 15 (Hagen.); and at Portland, Sept. 25 (Layman). Olive-backed (Russet-backed) Thrushes were last noted in Seattle area, Sept. 7-9 (Hagenstein, Cannon). Western Bluebirds seemed entirely absent in the Comox area. Only 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet (usually plentiful in late autumn) was seen (Pearse). Am. Pipits returned to lowlands at Bellingham, Sept. 28 (Grove); Seattle, Sept. 19 (Cannon), and Portland, Sept. 17 (Ore. Aud. Soc.). About 300 Cedar Waxwings at Comox, Nov. 17, were unusually late for a flock (Pearse).

Vireos, Wood Warblers.—The Solitary Vireo was noted at Medina, Sept. 4 (Hagenstein), and was singing at Seattle, Sept. 9 (Cannon). Summer visitors and transients of this group left Comox early. Red-eyed Vireos and Orange-crowned Warblers were migrating in high Cascade Mts., Sept. 14 Cannon). A few young warblers were seen the last of August at Bellingham, where the Black-throated Gray seemed as common as the Yellow; Macgillivray's was seen as late as Sept. 20 (Grove) A Nashville (Calaveras) Warbler was noted in northeastern Kitsap Co., Wash., Aug. 14 (Clark). Last dates for warblers in the Seattle area were Orange-crowned, Aug. 18; Yellow, Aug. 15; Black-throated Gray, Sept. 4; Yellow-throat, Sept 11; Wilson's (Pileolated) , Aug. 14 (Hagenstein).

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Brewer's Blackbirds, increasing in the Comox area the past 20 years, are now only holding their own. Last of August a flock of 1500 was seen (Pearse). The last date for Western Tanagers in Seattle area was Sept 19 (Hagenstein).

Finches, etc.—Evening Grosbeaks were last seen at Medina, Oct. 29. Purple Finches were far below numbers of 1948 at Comox. Stanley Jewett thought the House Finch was becoming more than casual in northwestern Oregon. At Comox, Pine Siskins did not appear until the last of November (much later than usual). Red Crossbills were heard often during the first part of period; disappeared during the last part. Spotted Towhees were far below numbers of 1948. Except for a good migration of Savannahs, migrant sparrows were scarcely recorded (Pearse). So far no Oregon Juncos had come to the Comox area; other observers felt they were the most common small land bird. The last Chipping Sparrow was seen at Medina, Sept 23 (Hagenstein). What was identified as a Harris’s Sparrow, a very rare species in the North Pacific Coast Region, was seen in the Portland area, Oct. 3-11 (J. S. Williams). Two Lincoln's Sparrows were seen at Bellingham, Sept. 18 (Grove), and at Portland, Sept. 10 (Oakes). Song Sparrows at Comox were far less than in 1948. McMannama noted their scarcity north of Bellingham. For a species that stays close to its territory, this may have some significance. A Lapland Longspur at Comox, Oct. 7, was Pearse's 2nd record.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, Univ. of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1949-50

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In southeastern Washington and northeastern Oregon the winter of 1949-1950 was one of the most severe on record. Deep snow and subzero weather persisted for weeks, until we feared for the birdlife of the area. Hundreds of Western Meadowlarks, Horned Larks, Am. Robins, quail, and Ring-necked Pheasants died during the cold weather. Almost any cold day these birds could be found out in the roads trying to pick up bits of food in spots scraped bare by the snow plows. While a number of observers in this area watched for Snowy Owls, none were reported. Several were reported in eastern British Columbia. Bohemian Waxwings were common in the Walla Walla Valley throughout the cold weather, and did not leave until the middle of March—almost a month later than usual. Ducks and geese wintered in the Walla Walla area in large numbers, but food was scarce during the severe weather, causing heavy death toll among these birds. A few flocks of redpolls [Sp.] were noted in the wheat country of the Walla Walla valley. Thomas D. Burleigh reported the following from his area in northern Idaho: "The winter of 1949-50 was another exceptionally severe winter. The first snow fell early in December, and gradually increased in depth until by early January it was a foot deep. There was no perceptible thaw until the middle of February, so for two months and a half there was no bare ground, even in the most exposed situations. Subzero temperatures were experienced in December, but it was in January that conditions were most severe. Fifteen days during the month were characterized by sub-zero temperatures, the lowest being 26 degrees below zero on January 31. Temperatures between 10 and 18 degrees below zero were not uncommon, however, throughout the month. "The effect on birdlife of this abnormally severe weather was again quite noticeable. Red-shafted Flickers, Song Sparrows and juncos, relatively numerous in early December, were rarely seen by the last of January, and it is probable that the mortality was heavy. Am. Robins had apparently not recovered from the mortality of the past winter, for not over 12 birds were observed about Moscow in December and by early February only an occasional bird was seen. "Redpolls were conspicuous by their absence throughout the entire winter, but Horned Larks appeared in numbers in February and specimens taken were found to represent the northern race arcticola. Gray Shrikes were present in normal 
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numbers, being first recorded on October 23. "Unusual records, especially in view of the severe weather, were a Northern Killdeer seen Dec. 27 and 5 Wilson's Snipe flushed on Paradise Creek on Dec. 28. The latter were noted at the same spot throughout January, and apparently survived the winter successfully. Approximately 200 Mallards also wintered on Paradise Creek. "Possibly the outstanding record for this interval was a Yellow-shafted Flicker noted on Nov. 14, the first definite record for Idaho." Two Snowy Owls were reported in January, but this species was not personally observed so must be considered a rare bird in northern Idaho. Of interest, however, and possibly the result of the same conditions that caused the Snowy Owls to come south this winter in such large numbers, was the abundance of Short-eared Owls in the Palouse region. Normally scarce during the winter months this species was numerous and conspicuous throughout the winter. It was not uncommon to see 5 or 6 in the course of an hour spent in the field, resting on telephone poles or fence posts at the side of the roads. The first individuals were noted the latter part of October, and it was the first of February before any decrease in the numbers observed was apparent. "Bohemian Waxwings, present in past winters, were unusually abundant this year, flocks totaling fully 1,000 birds being seen in Moscow throughout January, feeding on the fruit of the Mountain Ash and the Russian Olive Tree. Evening Grosbeaks were present in normal numbers, scattered small flocks being seen wherever Box Elders afforded a food supply. Am. Tree Sparrows were noted during the early part of the winter, the last small flock being seen December 21. "As in previous winters there was a noticeable altitudinal migration of Mountain Chickadees from the higher ridges, small flocks appearing in November in the deciduous timber in the stream bottoms. Associated with them were Red-breasted Nuthatches and Brown Creepers. Bird notes from Yakima Co., Wash., by John B. Hurley stated: The sub-zero weather (25° below 0°) took a heavy toll of the California Quail and also Chukar Partridges, over most of the County, with the exception of areas where birds were able to move into cultivated areas, farm lots, and the like, where they were able to obtain food in large enough quantity to sustain the heavy cold. In such areas as the sagebrush flats, extending for miles east of Yakima, on eight field trips to that area, we did not see or hear a single California Quail or Chukar Partridge, and only observed two Scaled Quail. The Lotus and Log Creek areas, both on the Yakima Indian Reservation, failed to show a sign of any of the large numbers of California Quail usually found there. Spring migrants have been later than usual, and only the Horned Larks and Sage Sparrows reached their nesting grounds prior to Apr. 1. Brewer's Sparrows failed to show up on their way farther north; also a few of the earlier Sage Thrashers. Indications are that the nesting season will be from one to three weeks later than usual in 1950.—ERNEST S. BOOTH, Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1949-50

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather during the past winter period was, as a general rule, considerably milder than that of a year ago throughout the Great Basin. The Uinta Basin, as well as most of the higher mountain areas, received considerable snow, in most cases above normal, and the present prospects are for a good water supply in most streams this coming summer. The lower Bear River and most of the shallow ponds and marsh areas were frozen over by Dec. 15, and the temperature dropped to below zero on several days during the first part of January. The weather during February was relatively mild, and by the end of the month most streams and marsh areas were practically free of ice. The spring migration of waterfowl arrived at the Bear River marshes on schedule, starting during the latter part of February, and continuing on through March, with the various species appearing in about their usual numbers.

Grebes and Pelicans.—The Western Grebe was last observed on the Bear River Refuge on Dec.15, when 5 were seen. The first spring arrivals were observed on Mar. 5. Six Pied-billed Grebes wintered at Bear River Refuge; their activities were confined to the small open holes in the ice below the river control gates. E. C. D. Marriage reported 6 Eared Grebe observed, Dec. 3, at Buckbrush Gun Club, near Minden, Nev., also 1 Western Grebe on same date, and 2 Pied-billed Grebe on Dec. 6. Fred G. Evenden, Jr., observed the Eared Grebe at Klamath Lake, Ore., on Feb. 25, Western Grebe at Donner Lake, Calif., on Dec. 13, and at Walker Lake, Nev., on Dec. 15. He also observed the Pied--billed Grebe at Donner Lake, Calif., Jan. 10, and at Pyramid Lake, Nev., on Dec. 13. White Pelicans were observed at Pyramid Lake on the same date, and at Stillwater Refuge, Nev., on Dec. 15. John E. Schwartz reported 4 Pied-billed Grebes at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., on Mar. 20. Two White Pelicans were seen, Feb. 19, on the Snake River Refuge, and 10 on the Deer Flat Refuge in Idaho on Mar, 10, by Sheldon Dart. Two White Pelicans were observed at Bear River Refuge, Mar. 1. C. W. Lockerbie reported 5 White Pelicans at B.R.R. on Mar. 5. R. C. Erickson reported 2 White Pelicans observed on Jan. 22, at Malheur Refuge, Ore., and 45 on Mar. 31.
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Cormorants, Herons and Ibises.—Mrs. Lockerbie reported 4 Double-crested Cormorants at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Mar. 25. R. C. Erickson reported the Great Blue Heron present at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., all winter, and 3oo observed on Mar. 31. A few Great Blue Herons wintered in the vicinity of Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (S.D.). C. W. Lockerbie reported that a Great. Blue Heron or two about our open water is a regular winter occurrence, but a flock of 15 observed on East Copper Lake, Salt Lake Co., on Jan. 1 is most unusual. Two Great Blue Herons were observed at BRR on Mar. 20. The first Snowy Egret arrived at BRR on Mar. 31, and 15 Black-crowned Night Herons on Mar. 28. 

Waterfowl.—R. C. Erickson reported a few Whistling Swans wintered at Malheur Refuge, Oreg.; 11 observed on Feb. 15, and 4,000 on Mar. 22. J. E. Schwartz reported 2 Whistling Swans at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., on Feb. 27, and 200 Mar. 24. Fourteen Whistling Swans were reported near Minden, Nev., on Dec. 6 (E.C.D.M.). F. G. Evenden, Jr., observed Whistling Swans at Stillwater Refuge and Walker Lake, Nev., on Dec. 15. Lockerbie reported 23 Whistling Swans successfully wintered at the New State Gun Club, west of Salt Lake City. A few Canada Geese wintered at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., and 400 were observed on Feb. 11. Twenty Canada Geese (Cackling) were observed on Jan. 19, and 300 on Feb. 27; last seen on Mar. 10 (J.E.S.). Sheldon Dart reported Canada Geese as year-around residents at Deer Flat Refuge, with a concentration of 4,000 observed on Dec. 20, 1949. William O. Deshler reported a few Canada Geese wintered along the upper Bear River in the vicinity of Cokeville, Wyo., and between 200 and 300 observed on Mar. 9. A number of Canada Geese (including Great Basin, Lesser, and Cackling Canada Geese) wintered at the Malheur Refuge; 150 Snow Geese were observed on Feb. 2, and a concentration of 20,000 on Mar. 22 (R.C.E.). Seventeen Canada Geese were reported near Minden, Nev., on Dec. 6 (E.C.D.M.). On Feb. 14, twenty-five Whistling Swans arrived at the Bear River Refuge, and by Mar. 17 the number had increased to an estimated 8,000; the first Canada Geese arrived on Jan. 22; a flock of 73 Snow Geese was observed on Feb. 19, and a concentration of 6,000 was observed on Mar. 4. E. C. D. Marriage reported the Mallard as still the most common duck in the vicinity of Minden, Nev.-50 observed on Dec. 6. He reported Gadwall, Baldpate, and Redhead as showing a decrease in numbers for the period in the Minden-Carson area, with an increase in Pintails, Green-winged Teal, and Shovellers. He also reports a decrease in Canvas-back in all areas of Western Nevada. R. C. Erickson reported a number of Mallards, Gadwalls, Baldpates, Pintails, Green-winged Teal, Redheads, Lesser Scaup, Golden-eyes [Sp.] as wintering at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. At Sheldon Refuge, Nev., John E. Schwartz reported a few Mallards and Green-winged Teal present all winter; he reported 500 Gadwalls present on Mar. 18; 1,500 Mallards on same date; 100 Baldpates on Mar. 8; 2,500 Pintails on Mar. 3; 150 Cinnamon Teal on Mar. 17; 200 Shovellers, Mar. 20; 30 Redheads, Mar. 30; and 50 Lesser Scaup, Mar. 20. At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, 117,000 Mallards were estimated as present on Dec. 20; also 23,400 Baldpates, 15,600 Pintails; 3,900 Green-winged Teal; and 5,800 Am. Golden-eye (S.D.). Several pairs of Mallard wintered on Pine Creek, a tributary of Bear River, near Cokeville, Wyo.; about Mar. 5, Mallards were seen in large flocks, and at the end of March about 700 were in the area (Deshler). On Mar. 13, there were 180 Mallards near Reno, Nev.; also Baldpates, Pintails, Green-winged Teal, Shovellers, Am. Golden-eye and Ruddy Ducks were observed in the area before Dec. 15; after this date a freeze-up forced all ducks from the area and no more were seen until Jan. 10 when a few Baldpates and Lesser Scaup were observed (Evenden) . Lockerbie reported that ducks representing 16 species, to the limit of the open water carrying capacity, spent most of the winter at the New State Gun Club west of Salt Lake City; of these ducks, Pintails far outnumbered the other species, with Mallards 2nd, and Green-winged Teal 3rd. Also 200 Gadwalls were observed on two occasions during the winter at East Copper Lake, Salt Lake County, which is big winter news, as in past winters the usual count was only 2 or 3 Gadwalls on one day's birding; another unusual observation was 22 Lesser Scaup counted at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Jan. 1 (Lockerbie). Julia and Robert M. Armagast reported first arrival of 94 Mallards and 44 Pintails north of Alamosa, Colo., on Feb. 19. At Bear River Refuge, Utah, 300 Mallards were first seen on Jan. 23, and had increased to 30,000 by Mar. 31; Gadwalls first seen (10) on Mar. 5, with 10,000 present Mar. 31; other counts at B.R.R. on Mar. 31; Baldpates, 24,000; Pintails, 115,000; Green-winged Teal, 140,000; Cinnamon Teal, 3,700; Shovellers, 14,000; Redheads, 7,800; Lesser Scaup, 40,300.

Hawks and Eagles.—At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Goshawk, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Marsh Hawk, and Prairie Falcon were winter residents (R.C.E.). Four Bald Eagles were observed near Alamosa, Colo., by Mr. and Mrs. Armagast, which is the first time they have seen this species in the area in the 2½ years they have been reporting. They report the Marsh Hawk as common in the area. Near Salt Lake City, 11 species of hawks, including 1 Pigeon Hawk, have been observed, but the numbers of each have been small (C.W.L.). At B.R.R., Lockerbie and field party observed 33 Bald Eagles and 5 Golden Eagles on Mar. 5; also the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Ferruginous, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Prairie Falcon, and Peregrine Falcon were present in small numbers.

Gallinaceous Birds.—Oliver K. Scott reported that Sage Hens appear to be on the increase near Casper, Wyo. Fifteen were observed dancing Mar. 30 at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (R.C.E.). California Quail & Ring-necked Pheasants are residents at B.R.R. 

Rails to Doves.—The Virginia Rail appeared to be on the increase near Carson City, Nev.
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(E.C.D.M.). Erickson reported 8o Sandhill Cranes at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on Mar. 1. Am. Coots were reported as common throughout most of the region. Lockerbie reported that the Ring-billed Gull showed a decrease from previous years near Salt Lake City; 1 Spotted Sandpiper (observer's 2nd winter record) was reported in same area (Thayer Evans). The Killdeer was common during March at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, and was the only shorebird noted there during period (S.D.). Killdeer (1) arrived at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on Feb. 23, and California Gulls (3) on Mar. 1 (R.C.E.). At B.R.R. the Ring-billed Gull, California Gull and Killdeer arrived late in February, the Am. Avocet and Greater Yellow-legs arrived early in March, and the Long-billed Curlew and Herring Gull arrived late in March. Mourning Doves increased in Ormsby and Douglas Counties, Nev., during the year (E.C.D.M.).

Owls.—Lockerbie reported that, with exception of Short-eared Owls, all owls have been scarce in the vicinity of Salt Lake City, Utah. Two Pygmy Owls wintered at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (S.D.). Long-eared Owls and Short-eared Owls, and Horned Owls wintered at Malheur Refuge, Oreg.; the Horned Owls were nesting on March 31 (R.C.E.). The Burrowing Owl increased during the year in Douglas and Ormsby Counties, Nev. (E.G.D.M.)

Passerine Birds.—Say's Phoebes were reported as being present on Feb. 25 at Malheur Refuge, Nev. (R.C.E.); one first arrival was noted on Feb. 19 near Salt Lake City (C.W.L.); and a pair returned to Alamosa, Colo., on Mar. 27 (Armagast). Lockerbie reported a decided decrease in number of Horned Larks, Am. Robins, House Finches, and White-crowned Sparrows near Salt Lake City. Fifty Horned Larks were noted at Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., by Schwartz, who also reported the presence of Oregon Juncos, Long-billed Marsh Wrens, Loggerhead Shrikes, and Mountain Bluebirds. Tree Swallows arrived at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., Mar. 3, and Barn Swallows, Feb. 26; the Bush-tit, Dipper, Rock Wren, Mountain Bluebird, Gray Shrike, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, Spotted Towhee, Oregon Junco, Chipping Sparrow, and Song Sparrow are winter residents at Malheur (R.C.E.). Piñon Jays congregated in flocks during winter near Alamosa, Colo., where 355 were observed on Jan. 2, according to Armagast, who also reported Robins, Brewer's Blackbirds, House Finches, Oregon Junco, Gray-headed Junco, and White-crowned Sparrow as wintering in the area. A Dipper (Jan. 13), a Brown Creeper (Mar. 29), and a Hermit Thrush (Mar. 31) were observed by Marriage near Carson City, Nev., who reported that Am. Robins are increasing in that area. Evening Grosbeaks were especially numerous during February and March near Casper, Wyo., where they have previously been rare; also 50 Snow Buntings were observed on Jan. 2 in that area (Scott) . The Slate-colored Junco was a winter resident at the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (S.D.). A Pine Grosbeak was observed near Klamath Lake, Oreg., Feb. 22 (F.G.E.). Lockerbie reported the following rare observations from his Christmas Bird Count in vicinity of Salt Lake City; 2 Lesser Goldfinches (Mrs. S. L. Tainter), 6 Common Redpolls (Thayer Evans), 1 Green-tailed Towhee (T. T. Dewey), 3 Harris's Sparrows and 3 Gray Jays (Rex Snow); also 3 male Yellow-headed Blackbirds were observed on Jan. 1.—VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


The Winter Season, 1949-50

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The period saw several long-standing weather records broken. December was windy; gusts of over 40 m.p.h. distributed over 9 days; temperature and precipitation normal. January was much the coldest since 1893. For 3 to 6 weeks temperatures ranged from sub-zero to 14°, with daily maxima 32° or lower, depending on local topography or distance from salt water. An unprecedented blizzard brought a record snowfall, with drifts, which continued at intervals until the first week in February. From Feb. 7 to the end of period, temperatures were nearly normal; rain much above average. Those reporting noticed a scarcity of commonly wintering species. At Seattle, Garrett Eddy reported the extreme weather forced alcids close to the docks; other open-water birds were driven close to shore. Oil was accidentally discharged along the water front, causing considerable damage. The amount of snow, and freezing of small bodies of fresh water caused birds of all kinds to concentrate at larger bodies of fresh water, and in the vicinity of salt water. Garrett Eddy thought extreme changes in habitats caused birds to move a few miles from where they normally winter. Many migrant land birds, which often winter in the central part of the region, may have moved farther south (Cannon). At Comox, Theed Pearse reported the ground was covered with snow for 6 weeks, sometimes 6 feet deep, and temperatures much below normal. The break-up was very late.

Loons through Herons.—Loons were scarce at Comox the last of the period. Common, Arctic and Red-throated Loons, at least 50 Red-necked and several Horned Grebes were seen, Dec. 12 (Pearse). At Green Lake, Seattle, there were 6-8 Western, and 10-12 Pied-billed Grebes (Ransom). About 100 Pelagic Cormorants were at Comox, Dec. 12. Only 1 Great Blue Heron was seen after the cold spell; found dead later (Pearse). There were 3-4 at Green Lake (Ransom). Two Am. Bitterns wintered in the University swamp, Seattle; 1 was picked up, very emaciated, and later died (Higman).

Swans and Geese.—Five Whistling Swans flew low over Lake Kendall, east of Bellingham, Wash., for 15 min. in fog, Dec. 20 (Sawyer); 9 were seen at Medina, eastern shore Lake Washington, Dec. 29 (Hagenstein). Canada Geese went over Comox, Dec. 4; one of the smaller subspecies of the Canada Goose was seen at Medina, Dec. 4, 18. Brant were present in fair numbers along the shores of Puget Sound near Seattle, (Eddy); plentiful after Feb. 20 (Cannon). Six White-fronted Geese were observed flying north, over Comox, Feb. 15, 2 months early (Fryer). Three years ago the wintering Snow Goose population on the Skagit River delta, Wash., was up to 35,000. Last year it dropped to 
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20,000, and this year to 16,000. The ratio of juvenals to adults was 1.5%, apparently due to poor nesting seasons the past two years (Jeffries). 

Ducks.—The Christmas census at Comox showed a general shortage of ducks. Baldpates were in poor shape; 1 or 2 Pintails wintered (unusual), and a flock was seen in February (Pearse). Miss McMannama thought more ducks of all species died in the Seattle area. At least 1 European Widgeon was in the Seattle area, seen in S. Seattle marsh (Cannon), at Green Lake, Nov. 23 (Ransom), and at Medina, Jan. 8 (Hagenstein). Two were seen at Comox the first half of January (Fryer). Several hundred Baldpates, 6-8 Green-winged Teal, 50-60 Shovellers (not in usual numbers), 1 male Pintail (Jan. 5), 75-100 Lesser Scaups, 15-20 Am. Golden-eyes, and 25-30 Buffle-heads wintered at Green Lake. The female Wood Duck was found to carry a poultry band (Ransom, McMannama). Am. Golden-eyes were seen frequently at Medina, Dec. 4 to Feb. 23, and Harlequin Ducks, Mar. 5. Canvas-backs, Lesser Scaups and Ruddy Ducks, uncommon in winter, were seen north of Eugene, Oreg., Dec. 26 (Evenden). The ducks at Westport, Wash., Jan. 2, were mostly Surf Scoters, seen on the lagoon (Larrison). Thirty-five to 40 Ruddy Ducks were at Green Lake here 1 was found dead (Ransom). Through an unfortunate error in the Autumn Season report, 500 Hooded Mergansers were reported at Comox, Oct. 27. This number should have been 50. Two female Hooded (Jan. 10), 6-8 American, and at least 200 Red-breasted Mergansers were noted at Green Lake (Ransom). Hooded Mergansers were at Medina, Dec. 4 to Jan. 22, and Am. Mergansers, Jan. 22 (Hagenstein). Very few Red-breasted Mergansers were seen at Comox (Pearse).

Eagles and Hawks.—Except for an occasional Bald Eagle, a Gyrfalcon (white phase, seen twice), and a Goshawk (seen once), no predators were found around Comox (Pearse, Fryer). A Red-tailed Hawk was at Medina, and a Bald Eagle was seen, Jan. 8 (uncommon) (Hagenstein).

Quails, Rails and Coots.—Eddy thought there were some casualties among California Quail in the Seattle area. Virginia Rails, usually summer residents around Corvallis, Oreg., were seen, Feb. 2 (Marshall). Three wintered in the University swamp, Seattle (Higman). Am. Coots moved in numbers to the shores of Puget Sound near Seattle in January (Eddy).

Shorebirds.—There was too much high water in tidelands and marshy places near Seattle for shorebirds; even the usually plentiful Killdeer was scarce. Dowitchers and Wilson's Snipe were seen only once, Feb. 28 (Cannon). Killdeer seemed to disappear at Comox after the cold weather. An old female Willet was collected by H. M. Laing. It is the first authenticated record for British Columbia. Greater Yellow-legs were at Comox the first half of January (Pearse, Fryer). Shorebirds seemed to be much fewer at Westport, Mar. 23 (McMannama). Small flocks of Sanderling were on the beach, Jan. 2 (Larrison). They were as plentiful usual all winter on Alki beach, Seattle.

Gulls and Alcids.—There were only 100-200 Glaucous-winged Gulls at Comox, instead of the usual great numbers. A California and a Ring-billed Gull, unusual in winter, were included in the Christmas count (Pearse). At Westport, Jan. 2, there were few gulls, mostly Western (Larrison). At Green Lake there were 25-40 Short-billed Gulls with the many Glaucous-winged. Bonaparte's Gulls, usually fairly common at Seattle, were seldom seen; first large flock, Mar. 28 (Cannon). Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, Rhinoceros Auklets and Marbled Murrelets moved in from more open water to protected stretches of lower Puget Sound during January (Eddy, Cannon).

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Band-tailed Pigeons were frequently seen at Medina, Dec. 3 to Mar. 23 (Hagenstein). Woodpeckers seemed to be very badly hit at Comox; none were seen after the cold spell (Pearse). The uncommon Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen at Medina, Jan. 2, 26. Several reports of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were received from various parts of Seattle (unusual in winter). Hairy Woodpeckers were hard hit at Everson, northeast of Bellingham, Wash. (McMannama).

Magpies through Wrens.—An irregular Black-billed Magpie was seen in West Seattle all winter (McMannama). One was reported at Comox, where there was an absence of the usual flocks of crows. No chickadees were seen at Comox after the cold weather (Pearse). At Green Lake there were 25-30 Black-capped Chickadees (Ransom). Winter Wrens, previously locally abundant, were not seen nor heard at Lake Kendall (Sawyer). Bewick's Wrens, almost exterminated a few winters ago at Comox, seem to have done better this year.

Thrushes through Warblers.—Am. Robins and Varied Thrushes congregated in a ¼-mile strip near salt water in the Seattle area during the cold spell (Eddy). Several hundred Robins and a few Varied Thrushes were at Green Lake (Ransom). A flock of 50 Robins wintered at Comox. Varied Thrushes appeared during the cold spell, but in no great numbers. No kinglets had been seen at Comox to end of report, and only 2 Cedar Waxwings (Pearse). Both Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were scarce around Seattle until the latter part of March, when they became fairly numerous (Eddy, Cannon). Audubon's Warblers, usually wintering in limited numbers at Seattle, did not stay this year.

Starlings and Blackbirds.—Common Starlings (6) were again seen east of Lake Washington, Dec. 29 (Hagenstein). Western Meadowlarks and Red-winged Blackbirds were singing at nesting stations in Seattle by mid-February (Cannon). At Comox, Western Meadowlarks survived, and were singing at the end of the period. Brewer's Blackbirds were scarce (Pearse).

Finches and Sparrows.—Evening Grosbeaks were seen at Medina, Feb. 2 (Hagenstein). Purple Finches were noted the last 2 weeks of the period north of Seattle (McMillan). Pine Siskins were scarcely recorded at Comox. They moved to the 
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protection of salt water at Seattle in January (Eddy). At least 200 Am. Goldfinches wintered on wasteland south of Seattle (Cannon), and 25-30 were around Green Lake (Ransom). Oregon Juncos died in numbers at Everson (McMannama); 25-30 were at Green Lake. White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows did not stay in the Seattle area in any numbers. They were seen at Medina, Feb. 4. Fox Sparrows were seen frequently at Medina (Hagenstein). Among a small flock of the wintering race at Comox, 1 bird, strikingly red, may have been the eastern form (Pearse). Twenty-five to 30 Song Sparrows congregated at Green Lake (Ransom). Snow Buntings were seen on the beach at Westport, Jan. 2 (Larrison).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle.


Spring Migration, 1950

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The spring migration of 1950 Northern Idaho was characterized by three distinct phases. Early March was normal in even respect, and transients arrived either at the usual time, or in some instances appeared earlier than in previous years. After the middle of March the weather became stormy and cold. It was the exceptional day when the sun shone, and snow, sleet and hail were experienced almost daily through the first week in April. During this interval relatively few transients appeared, and birds that do not breed in the Palouse country of northern Idaho and are normally gone by the first of April, lingered until the middle of that month. The most marked effect of this unseasonal weather was the slow growth of vegetation. Such deciduous hardwoods as the alders and willows and Red Haws were barely in leaf by the middle of May, and it is felt that this one factor alone had a material effect in delaying the spring migration, since it probably deprived the birds of their customary shelter and food. The latter part of April and early May witnessed warmer weather and frequent sunny days, but even so transients were slow in appearing, and by the middle of May were not present in normal numbers. As of May 15, a number of species usually present had yet to be seen; these included such common summer residents as the Traill's Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird, Catbird, Western Wood Pewee, Am. Redstart, and Black-headed Grosbeak. Flocks of juncos were on the University of Idaho campus through May 5, although normally gone the latter part of April. The following arrival dates are all based on observations in northern Idaho.

Waterfowl.—At Moscow, Latah County, Seymour H. Levy reported: A single adult male European Widgeon, March 18; a flock of 7 Canada Geese, March 18; 1 Shoveller, 1 Ring-necked Duck and Canvas-back, April 1; 1 Gadwall, April 5; a pair of Buffle-heads and 1 Am. Coot, April 17; a pair of Ruddy Ducks, April 27. At Copeland, Boundary County, Levy noted: 7 Whistling Swans and several pairs of Wood Ducks (early), April 7; 
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a pair of Redheads, April 8; 1 Hooded Merganser, April 9. At Cataldo, Kootenai County, Levy noted: pair of Cinnamon Teal, May 13.

Herons, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—A Great Blue Heron was noted at Copeland, April 9 (Levy). At Moscow Solitary Sandpipers recorded, April 30, and Spotted Sandpiper, May 14 (Burleigh); a Greater Yellow-legs, April 14, a Solitary Sandpiper (earliest on record) and a Lesser Yellow-legs, both April 27. At Hauser, Levy reported 2 Upland Sandpipers and a Spotted Sandpiper (early), May 13; an Am. Golden Plover, 2 Dowitchers, 3 Wilson's Phalaropes, 2 Western Sandpipers and a Lesser Yellow-leg on May 14. A Franklin's Gull (rare) on May 6, and several Black Terns on May 13 were reported by Levy at Moscow.

Hawks.—Levy recorded 2 Golden Eagles, March 27; a Cooper's Hawk, April 6, and a Rough-legged Hawk (late departure) April 12; 3 Swainson's Hawks, April 26, at Moscow. A Turkey Vulture (rare) and an Osprey were recorded at Copeland, April 7; and 3 Ospreys-1 sitting on nest at Sandpoint, Bonner County (Levy).

Small Land Birds.—At Moscow, Calliope Hummingbirds appeared late, May 13 (Burleigh); and Rufous Hummingbird, 1, May 6 (Levy). At Hauser, several individuals each of both Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds arrived May 13 (Levy). A Lewis's Woodpecker appeared at Moscow, May 8 (Burleigh). A Wright's Flycatcher was noted April 22 at Moscow (Burleigh). At Hauser, 2 Western Kingbirds, May 13 (early), and a Say's Phoebe were reported on May 14 (Levy). Violet-green Swallows (3) appeared at Moscow on April 1 and at Copeland, April 8 (Levy). Tree Swallows at Copeland, April 9, Rough-winged Swallows, April 19, Barn Swallow, April 27 at Moscow were all early (Levy). Burleigh recorded the Cliff Swallow at Moscow on April 13. Two Am. Crows arrived at Moscow, March 29 (Levy); and a House Wren, April 30 (Burleigh); a Western Bluebird, March 7, Hermit Thrush (2) April 26, Mountain Bluebird, Feb. 20 (early) were reported by Levy. Varied Thrush on April 13 and Solitaire on May 10 were late at Moscow (Burleigh). A Solitary Vireo on May 1, and Warbling Vireo on May 15 (late) were reported by Burleigh. Bohemian Waxwings were late in departing from Moscow, April 3 (Burleigh). Many Water Pipits were seen at Moscow, April 22, and several were recorded May 14 (late) at Hauser (Levy). Ruby-crowned Kinglets appeared on time at Moscow on April 2 (Burleigh). At Moscow the Orange-crowned and Audubon's Warbler arrived April 16, the Nashville Warbler on April 21, the Common Yellow-throat, May 13 (Burleigh). Levy recorded a rare Myrtle Warbler at Moscow on April 22 and again on April 26. The same observer reported a Western Tanager at this locality on May 12. Red-winged Blackbirds arrived at Moscow on Feb. 28, Brewer's Blackbird on March 12. Two Cassin's Finches were reported at Moscow, April 14 (Levy). A Lazuli Bunting was recorded at Lewiston, May 6 (Burleigh). Spotted Towhee and Fox Sparrow were noted as early at Moscow, March 8, and the former species as very late in departure, May 1 (Burleigh); Savannah Sparrow (early) at Moscow, March 30 (Burleigh); White-crowned Sparrow and Chipping Sparrow at Coeur d'Alene, April 19 (Burleigh); Grasshopper Sparrow at Lewiston, May 6 (Burleigh). Several Chipping Sparrows were noted at Moscow, April 19, by Levy; 1 early Lincoln's Sparrow and 3 Vesper Sparrows at Moscow, May 3 (Levy); an early Brewer's Sparrow was recorded for Moscow, May 10 (Levy). A Spotted Towhee, April 7, several Savannah Sparrows and 2 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches, April 8, were recorded at Copeland by Levy. Am. Tree Sparrows were reported as late in departure at Moscow, April 1, and at Copeland, April 8 (Levy). —THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


Spring Migration, 1950

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather in the Great Basin was milder than usual during late February and the fore part of March, and the spring migration of ducks, geese, and swans was well under way by mid-March. The weather during the latter part of March and most of April was cold and windy. The temperature fell to below freezing on ten days during April. As a result of the rather long, cold spring, the migration movement was extended over a greater period of time than usual.

Loons, Grebes and Pelicans.—The Common Loon, a rare migrant at Gray's Lake, Idaho, appeared there May 24 according to Elwood Bizeau and Paul Steel. C. W. Lockerbie reported 2 Common Loons near Salt Lake City, Utah, April 16, and 2 Horned Grebes in same area, April 23. Lockerbie also reported 20 Eared Grebes and 50 Western Grebes observed near Salt Lake City on April 23. Eared Grebes arrived at Malheur Refuge, near Burns, Oreg., April 16 (R. C. Erickson). Julia and Robert Armagast reported that the Pied-billed Grebe was noted only once during the period near Alamosa, Colo., when 5 birds were observed on April 16. First observation of the Western Grebe at Deer Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, was on April 8, while the Eared and Pied-billed Grebes arrived on May 18 (Sheldon Dart). At the Bear River Refuge, Utah, the Eared Grebe was first seen on April 3 and reached a peak of 1,500, May 2. White Pelicans appeared at the B.R.R. and other areas throughout the Region in their usual numbers.

Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the Double-crested Cormorant, Black-crowned Night Heron, and the Great Blue
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Heron were first noted on April 8, and the White-faced Ibis was first observed, April 20 (SD). Armagast reported that Black-crowned Night Herons were first observed near Alamosa, Colo., April 16; usually one of the most common migrants, this bird appeared in the area in greatly reduced numbers this spring. Snowy Egrets were common when first observed on April 16 at the Malheur Refuge, Oreg., 2 Am. Bitterns were noted, April 20; the only White-faced Ibis observed during the period were 6 on May 23 (RCE) . Lockerbie reported that the Double-crested Cormorant and the Snowy Egret were first observed near Salt Lake City, Utah, April 9, and the Am. Bittern and White-faced Ibis were first seen in the area, April 30. Two Am. Egrets first noted near Minden, Nev., May 1 (E. C. D. Marriage).

Waterfowl.—At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., a scattered few Whistling Swans remained throughout the period, and a greater than usual number of non-breeding Canada Geese were observed by Erickson, who also reported the numbers of Snow Geese were slightly below average this year and came very late; 600 still remained on the Refuge, April 4. No Whistling Swans were seen at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, this year, and the Canada Geese showed a 60% decrease; White-fronted Geese arrived on April 1 and were last seen on April 20, while Snow Geese arrived, March 31, and departed on April 20 (SD). Canada Geese appeared throughout the Region in their usual wide distribution; they were nesting at B.R.R. in about their usual numbers, a total of 310 broods were counted in one trip over the dikes at B.R.R., as compared with a maximum brood count of 313 for last year. At Alamosa, Colo., 4 pairs of Green-winged Teal, 1 pair of Blue-winged Teal noted on May 7, and 1 pair of Cinnamon Teal on May 3, were the only observations of these species during the period, according to Armagast. He also reported the arrival date of Shovellers as April 30 and states that, next to Mallards, they were the most common migrant duck. The Blue-winged Teal was first seen at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., April 16 (RCE) , and near Salt Lake City, April 30, when 5 were noted (CWL). At Cokeville, Wyo., the Blue-winged Teal arrived on April 4, the Pintail, April 5, and the Shoveller, April 24 (W. O. Deshler). At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the peak concentration of Gadwall occurred March 15, Am. Widgeon, March 1, Pintail, March 16, Green-winged Teal, May 30, Redhead, April 15, according to Dart, who reported that the duck population decreased approximately 75% in peak population and 50% in total useage. An unusual observation in this group for the period is the 26,000 Ruddy Ducks observed at B.R.R., May 2. At B.R.R. the peak population for most of the ducks occurred between the latter part of March and the early part of April. Duck nesting at B.R.R. is progressing satisfactorily, and the nest count indicates a small increase.

Hawks.—L. D. Pfouts noted 7 species of hawks near Payson, Utah, on April 30. The Turkey Vulture was first seen at Mesa Verde National Park, Colo., April 8, and is very common in that area (Don Watson). Near Salt Lake City 10 Swainson's Hawks were first observed on April 23, and 2 Turkey Vultures, May 7 (CWL). A peak of 75 Marsh Hawks was noted May 30 at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, also 2 Osprey, 3 Pigeon Hawks, a Sharp-shinned Hawk, and a Swainson's Hawk (SD). A Swainson's Hawk observed on April 1 and an Osprey early in May were reported at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (RCE). A Red-tailed Hawk and a Sparrow Hawk were observed on April 29 near Carson City, Nev. (EP). At the B.R.R., 20 Marsh Hawks, 1 Rough-legged Hawk, 1 Prairie Falcon, Peregrine Falcons, and to Sparrow Hawks were counted on May 18.

Cranes, Rails and Coots.—Sandhill Cranes were noted at Gray's Lake, Idaho, April 3 (Bizeau and Steel) and at Cokeville, Wyo., on April 5 when if were observed (Deshler). At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the number of Sandhill Cranes passing through the Refuge increased about 25% this spring, and they remained much later than usual; about 200 migrants remained through May 10, and the last group left on May 21 (RCE). Coots continued to be common throughout most of the Region. Soras were noted, May 4, and Virginia Rails, June 4, at Gray's Lake, Idaho (Bizeau and Steel).

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Near Salt Lake City, 3 Snowy Plovers and 1000 Black-bellied Plovers were observed on May 7 (CWL). At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the Killdeer, first seen on March 22, was very common; 1 Wilson's Snipe and 225 Marbled Godwits arrived and departed the latter part of April; 9 Avocets were first seen April 30 and were gone by May 15; the Ring-billed Gull, and California Gull are abundant at Deer Flat Refuge (SD). The Forster's Tern found by Elwood Bizeau and Paul Steel to be a common nester at Grays Lake, Idaho, arrived there May 24. Lesser Yellow-legs and Least Sandpipers were seen only once during the period near Alamosa, Colo., on April 30, when a small number of each were observed; 24 Wilson's Phalaropes arrived in this area, April 2, and several hundred were noted, April go; Am. Avocets arrived, April 30, and were common thereafter (Armagast). First arrival dates at the Malheur Refuge, Oreg., are: Wilson's Snipe, April 11, Long-billed Curlew, April 4, Black-necked Stilt, April 16, Franklin's Gull, April 20, and Black Tern, May 19 (RCE). The shorebirds arrived somewhat later near Minden, Nev.; 8 Willets and 2 Am. Avocets were noted on May 11, and 2 Black-necked Stilts and 1 Wilson's Phalarope were observed, May 3 (ECDM). The Solitary Sandpiper, which is a rare nester at Gray's Lake, Idaho, arrived there April 30 (Bizeau and Steel).

Doves.—One Mourning Dove was observed near Carson City, Nev., April 29 (Eugene Pieretti). One Mourning Dove was observed at Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, April 25 and became common by the end of May (Watson). Five were observed, April 23, near Salt Lake City and became common after May 1 (CWL). Two Mourning Doves arrived at the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, April 1 and were fairly common
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soon after (SD). At B.R.R., 2 were first noted April 27 and 8 counted on May 18.

Owls.—Two Burrowing Owls and two Saw-whet Owls were residents at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (SD). A Barn Owl was noted, April 4, near Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.), and a Short-eared Owl, April 29, in same area (EP). At B.R.R., 20 Short-eared Owls were counted on May 18. 

Hummingbirds.—Three Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were observed near Salt Lake City, April 30 and became common, May 14. One Black-chinned Hummingbird was noted in same area, May 27 (CWL). Watson reports that the Broad-tailed Hummingbird was common at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo., by the end of May, and 1 Black-chinned Hummingbird was observed on April 30. The Black-chinned Hummingbird nests regularly in Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). The Broad-tailed Hummingbird was common at Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast).

Passerine Birds.—Watson reported arrival dates the following birds at Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, Colo.; Western Kingbird, May 28; Say's Phoebe, May 6; Western Wood Pewee, May 15; Violet-green Swallow, May 20 (became common by end of May); House Wren, May 17; Mountain Bluebird, April 15 (became common end of April); Western Gnatcatcher, April 2 (very common end of April); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, April a (common by mid-April); Solitary Vireo, April 23 (common in May); Orange-crowned Warbler, May 11; Virginia's Warbler, April 18; Yellow Warbler, May 13; Audubon's Warbler, May 13 (common end of May); Black-throated Gray Warbler, April 21 (common end of April); Townsend's Warbler, May 19; Macgillivray’s Warbler, May 20; Western Meadowlark, May 7; Western Tanager, May 20; Lazuli Bunting, May 20; Green-tailed Towhee, April 17 (very common end of April); Savannah Sparrow, April 22; Lark Sparrow, April 15; Chipping Sparrow, April 10 (very common end of April). At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Tree Swallows and Northern Cliff Swallows were common on April 4; the Violet-green and Rough-winged Swallows were first seen, May 2; the Western Kingbird was first seen on April 21; Sage Thrasher, April 11; Myrtle Warbler, April 20; Am. Goldfinch, May 15; Yellow-headed Blackbirds (males) were common on April 11 (RCE). Armagast reported observing hundreds of male Yellow-headed Blackbirds near Alamosa, Colo., on April 30; very few females had arrived on that date. At Gray's Lake, Idaho, males of this species arrived, April 8, and females, May 10 (Bizeau and Steel). Yellow Warblers were first seen May 9 at Alamosa, and were abundant thereafter; Audubon's Warblers were first seen, May 28, in the San Juan Mountains near Alamosa (Armagast). Lockerbie reported that the Tree Swallow was observed near Salt Lake City on April 9. At Gray's Lake, Idaho, Bizeau and Steel recorded the Long-billed Marsh Wren, April 20; Red-winged Blackbird, Feb. 15 (male) and April 8 (female) - VANEZ T. WILSON AND ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


Spring Migration, 1950

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April was moderately cool, with precipitation very slightly shove normal. There was considerable variation between day and night temperatures, with late frosts in some sections. This condition persisted well into May, much later than usual. May was cool and consistently dry. Only 8 days showed above normal temperatures. Precipitation was only 1/3 normal, but there were many overcast days. Garrett Eddy reported conditions in the mountains one and one-half months delayed, due to the late melting of a heavy snow pack. The weather did not seem to affect lowland birds adversely, and the good nesting season last year med to show results. Most migrants arrived at Seattle about on time, and in numbers. Hummingbirds, flycatchers, swallows, bushtits, and warblers were in goodly numbers. Winter Wrens were normal. Mrs. Ben F. Laymen has coordinated the observations of the Oregon Audubon Society (OAS) for this season. The usual good reports of Theed Pearse from Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C., are lacking, due to his journey to England.

Loons through Herons.—Common, Arctic and Red-throated Loons, Red-necked, Horned, Eared and Western Grebes, Double-crested, Brandt's and Pelagic Cormorants were at Newport, Oregon coast, April 29-30 (OAS). Am. Bitterns were "pumping" the University swamp, Seattle, May 20 (H. W. Higman).

Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese and Brant were seen at Newport, April 29-30 (OAS). Canada Geese, Brant and to Snow Geese were seen at Medina, east of Seattle on Lake Washington, May 14 (Walter Hagenstein). The abundance of Brant along the shores of Puget Sound attracted much attention. They were present until May 8 (Violet E. Cannon), and at Blaine near the Canadian border until April 28 (Mrs. Lucile H. Kline). Seven adult Canada Geese, and a brood of 3 young were counted at Green Lake, Seattle, May 30 (W. H. Ransom). Mallards (400), Pintails (550), and 2 Gadwalls were seen in the swamp south of Corvallis, Oreg., April 17 (F. G. Evenden). The duck population at Newport, April 29-30, consisted of Pintails, Shovellers, Canvas-backs, Scaup (probably Lesser), Buffle-heads, a Harlequin Duck, White-winged, Surf and Am. Scoters, Am. and Red-breasted Mergansers (OAS). Two Gadwalls were at the University swamp, Seattle, April 19, where 4 Shoveller drakes were seen as late as May 18 (HWH). Mallards were last seen at Blaine, April 24, Pintails, April 28, Shovellers, April 21 (LHK). Ten Shovellers and 50 Green-winged Teal were seen at S. Corvallis swamp, April 17 (FGE). A pair of Am. Widgeon was seen at Green Lake, May 14 (WHR). Blue-winged Teal, listed in the fall migration report, 1949, as uncommon in western Oregon, are now considered as common spring and fall migrants, at least in Lane Co., through the work of Gullion, Evenden and Pruitt. A pair of this species was seen in the University swamp, Seattle, April 18, 28, and May 13 (HWH). A Cinnamon Teal, rare transient in the Portland area, was seen, April 21 (OAS). A pair was seen at Blaine, March 21 (LHK). Eight Wood Ducks were seen at the S. Corvallis swamp, April 17 (FGE); 1 was perched in a tree at Medina, May 7 (WH); and 1 was seen at Spanaway, S. of Tacoma, Wash., May 14 (VEC). Two were at University swamp, April 19, seen twice later (HWH). Greater Scaup ducks were last seen at Blaine, April 20. The Lesser Scaup was at Green Lake as late as May 10-12 (WHR). At Blaine there were 50 Am. Golden-eyes, May 25, 2 Buffle-head, May 26, and 6 Ruddy Ducks, April 4 (LHK).

Cranes, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Three Sandhill Cranes flew over at Newport, April 29 (OAS). Shorebirds observed included Snowy, Ringed and Black-bellied Plovers, Killdeer, Surf-birds, Ruddy Turnstones, Wilson's Snipe, Hudsonian Curlews, Least, Red-backed and Western Sandpipers, Greater Yellowlegs, and Sanderlings (OAS). At S. Corvallis swamp, April 17, 75 Greater Yellow-legs and 10 Dowitchers were seen (FGE). The Red-backed Sandpiper (transient in Portland area) was reported, April 7 (OAS). Violet Cannon reported that, at the S. Seattle tidal swamps, the real migration did not begin until April 21, and most birds did not stop long, or not at all. Wilson's Snipes were in the University swamp as late as the last of April, and the Spotted Sandpiper to May 9 (HWH). Greater Yellow-legs were first seen at Blaine, April 7, last seen, May 25 (LHK). Northern Phalaropes were seen at Medina, May 14 (WH). At Blaine, 150 Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen, April 4, Short-billed Gulls, May 3, and 1 Bonaparte's Gull, April 25. At Newport, April 29-30, the gulls included the Glaucous-winged, Western, California, Short-billed and Bonaparte's.

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Band-tailed Pigeons and Mourning Doves were noted at Newport, April 29-30. Band-tailed Pigeons, irregular at Blaine, were noted (18), May 16. Common Nighthawks arrived in the Seattle area about on time, the last of May (GE), and at Blaine, May 31 
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(LHK). Black Swifts were seen at Medina, May 19 (Hagenstein). Vaux's Swifts arrived at Portland, April 25, were at Newport, April 29-30 (OAS), and were plentiful at Spanaway, May 14 (VEC) Rufous Hummingbirds were seen at Westport, Wash., March 23 (Zella McMannama); arrived at Medina, March 14 (WH), and at Blaine, April 13 (LHK). The casual Calliope Hummingbird was observed three times at Portland the last of April. Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers were present in numbers at 3,000 foot elevations in the Washington Cascade Mountains, the middle of May (GE).

Flycatchers and Swallows.—The Western Flycatcher arrived at Portland, April 16 (OAS), and at Blaine, April 23 (LHK). It was not noted at Medina until May 31, but the Olive-sided Flycatcher came in May 12 (WH). Violet-green Swallows came to Medina, March 12; Tree Swallows, March 17; Cliff Swallows, April 2; Barn Swallows, May 11 Rough-winged Swallows, May 14, and Purple Martins, May 19. Barn Swallows were seen at Seattle, April 23 (GE). Rough-winged Swallows were first noted in Portland, April 10; Purple Martins, April 23, and Barn Swallows, April 26 (OAS). At Blaine, Violet-green Swallows were first observed, March 25; the Cliff, April 5, and the Barn Swallow, May 4, the latter a 13-year record for lateness (LHK).

Chickadees through Wrens.—Chestnut-backed Chickadees were nest building at Seattle by March 25, at Medina, April 6. Common Bushtits were nest building at Seattle, March 12 (VEC). The House Wren came to Portland, April 11 (OAS). It had not arrived at Blaine at the end of the period (LHK). Bewick's Wrens were visiting nesting boxes at Seattle, March 17 (VEC), and were singing at Comox the last three weeks in March (Pearse).

Thrushes and Pipits.—Am. Robins were carrying nesting material at Medina, April 5. The young were able to fly, April 26 (WH). Varied Thrushes were in large concentrations at low elevations (600 ft.), April 13, held back by late snow melt (GE). Olive-backed Thrushes (Russet-backed) arrived in Portland, April 25 (OAS), at N. Seattle, May 9 (HWH), at Medina, May 19 (WH), at Blaine, May 14 (LHK). A pair of Western Bluebirds returned to their usual nesting box at Everson, northeast of Bellingham, March 1 (McM), and 2 were seen at Blaine, March 1 (LHK). A pair of Mountain Bluebirds was acting as if preparing to nest on Bainbridge Island, Wash., March 30. Townsend's Solitaires were in abundance near Issaquah, King Co., Wash., April 9 (VEC). They were first seen at Blaine, April 17; last seen, May 24, where Water Pipits returned, April 24 (Kline).

Vireos and Wood Warblers.—Solitary and Warbling Vireos returned to Portland, April 15 (OAS), and to Medina, May 7 (WH). The Orange-crowned Warbler returned to Blaine, April 21, and was seen at Victoria, B. C., April 30. Yellow Warblers were first seen at Portland, April 8; Black-throated Gray, April 16; Black-capped and Macgillivray's, April 19; Townsend's Warblers and Common Yellowthroats, April 5. At Medina, Black-throated Gray Warblers came in May 6; Townsend's, May 8, Orange-crowned, April 2; Common Yellowthroats, April 16; and Black-capped, May 15. Yellow Warblers were first seen at Blaine, April 28; the Black-throated Gray, May 14; and the Black-capped, May 25. The uncommon Myrtle Warbler came to S. Seattle, April 22, and stayed a week. Hermit Warblers were seen at Spanaway, May 14 (Cannon).

Tanagers to Sparrows.—Western Tanagers came to Portland, April 21; to Medina, May 9; and to Blaine, May 25. The Black-headed Grosbeak was first seen at Medina, May 25; the Evening Grosbeak, April 20. Pine Siskins, ordinarily common, were absent at Blaine at end of period. Savannah Sparrows returned to nesting habitats at Seattle by March 25 (VEC); were first seen at Portland, April 4, and at Blaine, March 28, where they were feeding young, May 24. Chipping Sparrows arrived at Portland, April 4, at Medina, April 14, and at Blaine, April 29. White-crowned Sparrows were first seen at Blaine, April 3, and were singing at Medina, April 21. Golden-crowned Sparrows started passing through the Seattle area the third week in April, and continued for about a month (Hagenstein, Eddy, et al.). Miss Cannon thought they were not as numerous as usual. They were first seen at Blaine, April 28. The uncommon transient Lincoln's Sparrow was reported from Portland, April 23, and at Medina on the same date.–MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1950

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The spring months were characterized in northern Idaho by unseasonably cool weather that had a marked effect on both the arrival of the summer residents and their subsequent breeding activities. Through the first week in May maximum temperatures remained in the fifties, and the days were cloudy. There was a light snowfall on May 2, and sleet and hail on the 5th. After the middle of the month normal weather conditions prevailed, but vegetation had been so retarded that such deciduous shrubs and trees as the red haw, alder, willow, and cottonwood were not in full leaf until almost the first of June. As a result, shelter and an adequate food supply were lacking where many of the breeding birds were concerned, and they were late in arriving and equally late in nesting. Unquestionably the most noticeable effect of this late spring was the breeding of certain species' in and about Moscow that normally are found during the summer months on the mountain slopes and more secluded ravines north of the city. One can only theorize in this respect, but it would seem that the cool weather might have caused them to linger so late in the spring that they finally remained to nest within the city limits. Varied Thrushes are local in their distribution in Latah County, and heretofore confined to the wooded ravines well back in the mountains. This year, however, a brood of young, out of the nest possibly several days, was seen on May 26 in woods 4 miles east of Moscow. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet nested at 2 spots within the city limits, building in large spruces that apparently offered suitable nesting sites. Of special interest was the presence of the Evening Grosbeak in the city throughout the summer. Other years' none have been seen after the latter part of April, so 2 birds observed on June 14, the day before I left on an extended field trip, aroused the suspicion that they might actually nest in the city. That they did so was later verified when 2 stubby-tailed young of the year were seen on August 17 well within the city limits. 

The following notes all refer to northern Idaho:

Waterfowl.—Despite the scarcity of water, Mallards were more abundant than in past years in the open Palouse country about Moscow. A nest found on April 21 held so eggs, and was well concealed under a mat of dry grass on a bank at the side of a road. At St. Maries, Benewah County, a female Wood Duck was seen on June 3o with 9 newly-hatched young.

Hawks.—A Goshawk nest with 2 half-grown young was found at an altitude of goon feet on Hyndman Peak, in Blaine County, on June 27. This species is scarce and rather local in its distribution in the northern part of the State, and rarely observed during the summer months.

Upland Game Birds.—Although suspected of occurring on the high open ridges fronting the Clearwater and Snake Rivers, the Mountain Quail was recorded for the first time this spring, 3 birds being seen on Feb. 13 north of Juliaetta. An unusually late nest of the Ring-necked Pheasant was found at Lewiston on July 31, the female being flushed from 8 eggs that appeared but slightly incubated.

Shorebirds.—The Upland Sandpiper (Upland Plover) was found nesting in Idaho for the first time this spring, a minimum of 3 pairs occurring in the open prairie country north of Hauser, Kootenai Co. Young Spotted Sandpipers, barely able to fly, were seen on a gravel bar in the Snake River, near Lewiston, on Aug. 21. This is an exceptionally late date, for this species is rarely observed in northern Idaho after the middle of August.

Doves.—Mourning Doves were late in nesting this year, and in some cases reared exceptionally late broods. A nest was found at Moscow on August 15 that held 2 well-fledged young, and another at Lewiston on August 16 from which the female was flushed from one newly-hatched young and one pipped egg.

Flycatchers.—The Western Kingbird is a scarce and rather local bird during the summer months in northern Idaho, the first definite breeding record being a nest found on July 6, 4 miles south of Moscow, with 3 well-fledged young. Traill's Flycatchers did not appear in normal numbers until late May, and it was the middle of June before there was any indication of nesting activities. This was much later than usual for on June 2, 1949, a nest had been found at Troy that held 4 fresh eggs. A rather late nest found at Moscow this year, on July 15, held 3 slightly incubated eggs. A nest of the Western Wood Pewee with 2 well-fledged young was found at Lewiston on July 24, a date when young wood pewees are normally fully grown and able to shift for themselves.

Wrens.—Altitudinal extremes in nesting House Wrens in Idaho were a pair in an aspen grove on Easley Peak, in Blaine County, at 8000 feet (June 24), and a pair feeding young in cottonwoods bordering the Snake River at Lewiston at 840 feet (July 21). Of exceptional interest was a Winter 
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Wren nest found by Seymour Levy near Prichard, in Shoshone County, on July 14, that held well-grown young. The extremely severe winter of 1948-1949 almost completely eliminated the Winter Wren as a breeding bird in northern Idaho, this being the first actual record of a breeding pair of these wrens since the spring of 1948. It would appear now that a few survived and that ultimately this species can he expected to be present again in its usual numbers.

Warblers.—A pair of Northern Water-thrushes, the male singing, was seen in swampy woods at Hope, in Bonner County, on June 13. This is the first time this species has been recorded in Idaho as a breeding bird. The few previous records for its occurrence have involved fall transients. Am. Redstarts were found nesting at Lapwai, in Nez Perce County, at an altitude of approximately goo feet, although in previous years none were seen during the summer months below an altitude of 2500 feet.

Blackbirds.—A late Brewer's Blackbird nest was found at Moscow on July 11 with 2 half-fledged young. A fully-grown young Brown-headed Cowbird was seen at Potlatch on July to being fed by a male Yellow Warbler.

Sparrows.—Although until now recorded in Idaho only in the Salmon River Mountains, the Black Rosy Finch was found on June 25 to be fairly plentiful on Easley Peak in the Sawtooth Mountains. A Vesper Sparrow nest with 3 fresh eggs was found on June 25 on an open slope on Easley Peak, in Blaine County, at an altitude of 8,000 feet. This is possibly the highest altitude this species reaches in Idaho during the summer months. A young Fox Sparrow, out of the nest at least a day or two, was seen at Potlatch on May 14. In view of the backward spring this is a rather early breeding record for this species in northern Idaho.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho.


The Nesting Season, 1950

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general the weather man was kind to the birds during the past nesting season. Probably the one exception was the late snow storms in Wyoming which continued on into June, and, according to Dr. O. K. Scott of Casper, was detrimental to nesting land birds. The temperatures during most of the period were near normal, with neither extreme highs nor lows. Precipitation was very light over most of the region, but the water in the streams and ponds held up very well; the stream flow in the northern part was considerably above normal and the fields and forests showed little signs of drought even with the scant rainfall. Apparently due to the many summer activities and vacations little comparative data have been received; however, it appears that throughout most of the region the nesting season compared favorably with last year. At the Bear River Refuge, Utah, there was an increase in several of the nesting species.

Grebes, Pelicans.—An estimated 500 pairs of Western Grebes and several pairs of Pied-billed and Eared Grebes nested at the Bear River Refuge. The White Pelicans apparently nested successfully on the islands in Great Salt Lake, as on August 1, it was estimated that approximately 4,000 adult and young birds were using B.R.R. as a feeding ground. O. K. Scott reported 20 White Pelicans observed at Wheatland Reservoir on August 13 At Deer Flat Refuge in Idaho, F. Sheldon Dart reported Western Grebes down 50% from last year; Eared Grebes and White Pelicans 10% less. Loren W. Croxton reported 30 Eared Grebes and 12 White Pelicans at Ruby Lake, Nev.

Cormorants, Herons.—Sixty-seven pairs of Double-crested Cormorants nested on the Bear River Refuge; this is an increase of 8 pairs over last year. At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Dart reported a 75% decrease in the number of cormorants using that area, and a 60% decrease in Great Blue Herons. C. W. Lockerbie reported 6 Great Blue Heron nests on May 21 near Echo Dam in Morgan County, Utah. Approximately 100 pairs nested on the Bear River Refuge and adjacent areas. Approximately 350 pairs of Snowy Egrets 400 pairs of White-faced Ibises, and 125 pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons nested at B.R.R.; this compares favorably with the previous few years. At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Snowy and Am. Egrets were observed in limited numbers, and Black-crowned Night Herons showed a decrease of 75%; White-faced Ibis declined 50% (FSD).

Geese.—The Canada Goose nesting population and production for the Snake River Islands, Idaho, equaled but did not exceed that of a year ago. The Canada Goose population at Deer Flat Refuge was 225 on August 15, according to Dart. At B.R.R. 310 broods of young Canada Geese were counted on May 15, as compared with a count of 313 broods for last year on approximately the same date. At Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., Croxton reported a summer population of approximately 500 Canada Geese.

Ducks.—From reports received to date it would appear that duck nesting throughout the region compared favorably with last year. O. K. Scott reported that the ducks had a very successful breeding season in central Wyoming, but somewhat later than usual. At Deer Flat, Idaho, Dart reported duck nesting down approximately 30%; Am. Coots about the same as last year. Production at Deer Flat Refuge was estimated at 500 birds; 85% Mallards, 5% Cinnamon Teal, 4% Redheads, and the 
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balance Am. Widgeon, Pintail and Blue-winged Teal. The duck nesting population and production at B.R.R. compared favorably with previous years. A total of 462 nests were found on 10 sample plots, as compared with 388 for last year, and with a 10-year average of 368 nests. The sample plots cover approximately 10% of the nesting area. The Am. Coot showed a marked increase in nesting pairs at B.R.R.; 48 nests were found on the sample plots, as compared with only 8 in 1949 and 14 in 1947.

Hawks.—A Goshawk nest and a Red-tailed Hawk nest were observed at Summit Co., Utah; a Swainson's and 2 Red-tailed Hawk nests were noted at Morgan Co., Utah, and a Red-tailed Hawk and Golden Eagle nest were observed at Tooele Co., Utah (CWL). At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, only a few Marsh Hawks were observed, and no other species were seen (FSD). At Ruby Lake, Nev., Croxton noted 75 Turkey Vultures, 20 Red-tailed Hawks, 10 Ferruginous Hawks, 100 Marsh Hawks, and 100 Sparrow Hawks. Hawks were reported as breeding in about the same numbers as last year in Central Wyoming (OKS).

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, shorebirds decreased considerably from last year, especially the Wilson's Snipe, Western Sandpiper, Sanderling, and California and Ring-billed Gulls, according to Dart; he also remarked that a few Franklin's Gulls, not reported in the past, were observed in that area. Five Killdeer nests were noted at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, and 2 near Salt Lake City (CWL). Small numbers of Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Long-billed Curlew, Willet, Lesser Yellow-legs, Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, and Forster's Terns were noted at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., during the period (Croxton). At the B.R.R. 955 nesting pairs of Avocets and 77 nesting pairs of Black-necked Stilts were counted; also 3835 California Gull nests containing 8,936 eggs, and 29 Caspian Tern nests with 51 eggs, were observed.

Doves.—Mourning Doves appeared to be quite numerous at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, and evidence pointed to a good nesting season (FSD). Croxton reported 125 Mourning Doves at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. At B.R.R. 40 Mourning Doves were counted on Aug. 1.

Owls.—A few Short-eared Owls were reported at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (Croxton). A Long-eared Owl nest with 4 young was noted near Salt Lake City (CWL). Approximately 20 Short-eared Owls nested on the Bear River Refuge.

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—Small numbers of Belted Kingfishers, Red-shafted Flickers, and Lewis's Woodpeckers were observed at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (Croxton). Lockerbie reported a Hairy Woodpecker feeding young at a nest near nit Lake City, observed by Dr. Behle.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Passerine Birds.—At Ruby Lake, Nev., Croxton reported observing 150 Violet-green Swallows, 100 Bank Swallows, 100 Barn Swallows, 75 Cliff Swallows, 150 Long-billed Marsh Wrens, 100 Loggerhead Shrikes, 100 Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 100 Red-winged Blackbirds, 500 Brewer's Blackbirds, and small numbers of Western Wood Pewees, Horned Larks, Scrub Jays, Piñon Jays, Rock Wrens, Sage Thrashers, Black-throated Gray Warblers, Western Meadowlarks, Lazuli Buntings, Savannah Sparrows, and Sage Sparrows. Scott reported that McCown's Longspurs were numerous on the Northern Loraine Plains in Wyoming, and there were also some Chestnut-collared Longspurs in the same region. Lockerbie reported observing hundreds of young Cassin's Finches and Pine Siskins out of the nest on July 9, and hundreds of young White-crowned Sparrows on July 23, in Salt Lake County; he also reported small numbers of nesting Mountain Chickadees, Black-capped Chickadees, Water Ouzels, Catbirds, Mountain Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwings, Bullock's Orioles, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks, and Black Rosy Finches in Salt Lake County, and a Mountain Bluebird nest in Summit County, Utah. At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Am. Magpies have increased and are now quite numerous; the Am. Crow population has decreased from last year (FSD). Barn and Cliff Swallows nested in their usual abundance at B.R.R. Other nesters at B.R.R. are the Eastern and the Western Kingbirds, Horned Lark, Am. Magpie, Yellow Warbler, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red-winged Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, Savannah Sparrow, and Vesper Sparrow.— VANEZ T. WILSON AND ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


The Nesting Season, 1950

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— The weather was normal, dry, warm and sunny, with temperatures slightly above normal; precipitation in June slightly below normal (.43 in.); in July slightly above normal (.8 in.). Two new observers were added from Victoria, B. C., J. O. Clay and A. R. Davidson.

Loons through Herons.—Red-throated Loons nested at Comox; 1 well-grown young was seen, July 27 (Theed Pearse). White Pelicans and Am. Egrets, reported in last summer's Notes as rare in western Oregon, are now listed as abundant summer visitors in Lane Co., through the work of Gullion, Evenden, and Pruitt. The pair of Green Herons was again in the University swamp, Seattle (H. W. Higman). At Victoria, Double-crested Cormorant eggs were not all laid by June 10. Pelagic Cormorant fledglings were in various stages, July 23 (JOC, ARD).

Ducks.—Mallard drakes (63) outnumbered hens (14) at Green Lake, Seattle, May 30, when 3 broods (2, 5, 6) were counted. There was much disturbance of nests and young (Ransom). More young Mallards lived to fly in South Seattle (Violet E. Cannon). First broods of Mallards (9 and 11) were in the University swamp, April 28 (HWH). Nine young were flying at Medina, August 8 (W. Hagenstein). G. D. Alcorn found Mallards still abundant between Tacoma and Grays Harbor, but no nests the last 2 seasons (probably the nadir of a cycle). Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers were scarcer than in years past, probably due to destruction of natural breeding sites. Ducks apparently had a good nesting season at Comox, although the usual broods of Shovellers were absent. There were more and larger broods of Mallards; Pintails reported present all summer (not known in previous years); 1 or more broods of Green-winged Teal; and 1 brood of Blue-winged. Hooded Mergansers were absent; appeared to have decreased the last 2 years, after a high period (TP). Cinnamon Teal, listed as rare in western Oregon in last summer's report, are now considered common breeders in Lane County, through the work of Gullion, Evenden, and Pruitt.

Grouse, Rails.—Ruffed Grouse were much worse off in central western Washington. During 17 days in the field only 3 were seen from the summit of the Cascade Mts. to the ocean. Virginia Rails, formerly common at Tacoma, are now extirpated; none seen in 10 years (GDA).

Gull, Alcids.—There were few summering gulls at Comox. Fledgling Glaucous-winged Gulls were seen at Victoria, July 29. The eggs of Pigeon Guillemots were hatched, July 20, and flocks of Marbled Murrelets were seen, June 29.

Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Alcorn was of the opinion that the Band-tailed Pigeon was no better, nor worse, than in the past at Tacoma and Grays Harbor. Twelve were seen in West Seattle the first part of August; last year at this time there were about 50 (VEC) . They were seen regularly throughout the period (1-6), with a flock of 60, June 2 (WH). Numbers seemed less at Victoria, the largest flock being 40, and the average, 5-10 (JOC, ARD). At Seattle, young Screech Owls were able to travel short distances, July 30 (VEC). Alcorn thought the Common Nighthawk was decreasing in the Tacoma area, due to houses being built near their nesting sites. They were at Medina from June 5 to August 3. Eggs were laid at Blaine, June 19. They arrived at Victoria, June 6 (fairly common). Vaux's Swifts were seemingly on the increase in western Washington, especially in the Olympia area, where they have long been common (GDA). Black 
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Swifts were sighted regularly at Medina, June 6 to August 15; Rufous Hummingbirds had young, June 18, July 19, August 12 (WH). A pair of Hairy Woodpeckers nested at Blaine the last week in May and 1st week in June (L. H. Kline). Young Pileated Woodpeckers were flying at Victoria, June 29 (1 pair to each square mile). Hairy Woodpeckers were rare, and Lewis's scarce, moving away from the city.

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Small land birds seemed to have a good nesting season at Seattle (tent caterpillars were eaten by all) (VEC). They were, in general, very scarce at Comox. Western Flycatchers were noted at Medina, June 7 to July i; Western Wood Pewees, June 6 to August 9; and Olive-sided Flycatchers, June 17 to July 17 (WH). Olive-sided and Traill's Flycatchers nested at Blaine, June 18 to July 8. At Victoria, Traill's Flycatchers arrived, June 13 (not common); the Western, May 1, in fair numbers (young flying, Aug. 5); the Olive-sided, June 6, in fair numbers; and the Western Wood Pewee, June 5, also in fair numbers. No Horned Larks were seen or heard south of Tacoma, where they once were in great numbers. The area is now too close to military installations (GDA). They nested at Comox (the first for Vancouver Island since the 1890's); nest and 4 eggs seen, July 24, later were destroyed; others were heard (Pearse, Fryer). At Blaine, Violet-green Swallows nested the first 2 weeks in June; Barn Swallows the first 2 weeks in July. Over 200 pairs of Cliff Swallows nested the first 2 weeks in June, with 2nd broods the last week in July and first week in August. Young Violet-green Swallows were flying at Victoria, June 6 (first departure, July 17); young Barn Swallows, June 20 (common); young Rough-winged, July 12 (fair numbers). The Purple Martin is apparently extending its range on Vancouver Island; it nested in more places around Comox, and was heard 30 miles north.

Chickadees through Wrens.—Chickadees were in larger family groups in West Seattle (VEC). Black-capped Chickadees nested at Blaine the last weeks in May, and had young- at Medina, June 19. Young Chestnut-backed Chickadees were flying at Victoria, June 20 (common). They showed a marked increase at Comox, from a former low. Common Bushtits had laid the 2nd set of eggs at Medina, June 22. The Brown Creeper is on the decrease south of Tacoma, due to destruction of natural nesting sites (GDA). Near Issaquah, King Co., Wash., young Dippers were about ready to leave nest, May 21 (VEC). Young House Wrens were flying at Victoria, June 17 (in fair numbers); young Bewick's Wrens, July 12 (fairly plentiful). Winter Wrens were becoming scarcer. Bewick's Wrens nested twice in West Seattle, March 15 (5) and June 15 (3) (VEC). They had young at Medina, August 2 (WH). Winter Wrens nested at Comox; 1 had come to feeding tray all winter (Laing).

Thrushes through Warblers.—Am. Robins nested at Blaine the first 3 weeks in May, with 2nd broods the last 3 weeks in July. Olive-backed Thrushes arrived at Victoria, May 13, and were abundant in good habitat. Young Ruby-crowned Kinglets were flying, April 19 (common); Golden-crowned Kinglets were fairly common. Cedar Waxwings arrived, May 30, and were common (JOC, ARD). Two pairs were brooding at Blaine the last 2 weeks in July and the first week in August. Solitary Vireos were at Medina, June 19 to July 16; the Red-eyed, June 8 to August 6. At Victoria, Warbling and Solitary Vireos were fairly common. Young Orange-crowned Warblers were flying, June 5 (common); Yellow Warblers were diminished in numbers. Yellow Warblers nested at Blaine the last week in June. Black-throated Gray Warblers were at Medina, July 23 to August 2; and a stray Townsend's, July 23.

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Western Meadowlarks were scarce at Victoria; Brewer's Blackbirds, common. Western Tanagers arrived, June 6 (scarce). A flock of 400+ Red-winged Blackbirds at Comox (mainly birds of the year, and the largest flock Pearse has seen) suggested a good nesting season.

Finches, Sparrows.—Purple Finches nested at Blaine the last 2 weeks in June. They were common at Victoria, where the House Finch arrived, May 12. The latter has been spreading slowly since 1937. Young Pine Siskins were flying, July 15 (fairly common); young Am. Goldfinches flying, July 10 (common) (JOC, ARD). Red Crossbills showed a marked increase at Comox, after a deep low. Spotted Towhees were very scarce in the vicinity (TP). They were in fair numbers at Victoria, but have been decreasing. They nested twice in the Seattle area (VEC). Savannah Sparrows nested at Blaine the last 2 weeks in May, with a 2nd brood the last 2 weeks in July. Young Oregon Juncos were flying at Victoria, June 4; young Chipping Sparrow, June 13 (common.) White-crowned Sparrows had a 2nd brood, July 30 (common). White-crowned Sparrows nested at Blaine the first 2 weeks in June. Song Sparrows nested twice at Seattle, and were very scarce at COMOX.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.
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